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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Czar’s  (ilio  late)  Fishing  House — contd. 
Stream  in  the  Grounds,  a,  620 
Sitting  Room  showing  Left-hand 
Corner,  (i21 

Sitting  Room  showing  Granite  Stove, 
621 

House  showing  Verandah  and  En- 
trance Door,  the,  621 

Darkie,  Dog,  and  Game  Warden,  I t 
Deformed  Trout,  600 
Dressing  of  “ The  Coachman,”  162 
Dunevis  on  the  Lyon,  196 

Falls  and  Salmon  Pool,  I he,  608 
“ Featherstone  Patent  Reel,”  366 
Fishing  from  a Housetop,  518 
Fishing  Gazette  Live  Bait  Pike  and  Perch 
Float,  480 

Fishing  in  Norfolk — 

An  Eel  Setter’s  Hut,  8 
Wroxham  Bridge,  8 
Buckenham  Ferry,  32 
Fish  Measurement  Conundrum,  402 
Fly-Fishers’  Club,  Annual  Dinner,  604 
Francis  Francis,  the  late  Mr.,  Fishing  in 
the  Crane  at  Twickenham,  613 

German  Gendarme  Angling,  6 
Gerrard,  W.,  Sundial  Angling  Society, 
440 

Isle  of  Man — - 

Laxey  Glen,  114 
Port  St.  Mary,  114 
Silverburn,  Ba’asalla,  115 
Port  Erin,  115 

Japanese  Fishing  Hat,  488 
Jew  Fish,  376,  399 

Kathleen  Falls,  River  Erne,  Bally- 
shannon,  268 

King,  Malcom  & Co.’s  Wading  Trousers, 7 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel  Entrance,  292 
Lander  “Patent  Pneumatio”  Ree1,  the, 
46 

Little,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Fishing  from  Tedding- 
ton  Weir,  293 


Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire 
'Top  Pond  in  Garden,  364 
Bottom  Pond  in  Garden,  364 
Waterfalls  in  Grounds,  364 
View  in  Grounds,  364 
Map  of  Stations  available  to  Anglers,  662  I 
Mardle  about  Pike,  a — 

Horning  Ferry,  556 
A Corner  of  Oulton,  580 
Men  we  Meet — 

Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  441 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  417 
Mr.  G.  Hoyle,  517 
Mr.  J.  Jennings,  657 
Dr.  W.  J.  S Lad-11,  585 
Mr.  G.  Manning,  489 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  465 
Mr.  J.  Tayler,  561 
Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  641 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  537 
Merthyr  Guest,  Esq  , M F.H.,  624 
Milnard’s  “Angler’s”  Spinner,  306 

New  Ground-Bait  Box,  194 
New  Way  to  carry.  Old  Tackle  (three 
examples),  522 

New  Water-Weed  Exterminator,  a,  545 
New  Zealand  Trout — showing  weights 
and  lengths,  118 

“ Norfolk  ” Adjustable  Lead,  the  219 

“ Old  Peter  ” Hughes,  of  Llanrwst,  628 
On  the  Lynn,  n ar  Lynmouth.N.  Devon,  388 
Operculum,  or  Gill-Covers  of  Bull  Trout, 
Sea  Trout,  Salmon,  4 17 
“ Ottering  ” Flies,  209 
Our  Holiday  in  Wild  Wales — 

View  on  the  Lake  (Vyrnwy),  118 
Chubbing  at  North  End  of  the  Lake 
(Vyrnwy),  118 

Our  First  Catch  of  Chub,  119 
Hotel  Vyrnwy  in  Distance — Superin- 
tendent’s Residence,  119 

Pantscallog  Falls,  on  the  Usk,  near 
Brecon,  460 

Photo-Engraving  of  Grayling,  80 
Photographing  Big  Fish,  396 
Picturesque  Bridge,  a,  532 
Pneumatic  Boats,  the,  461 
Portrait  of  “ Milkic,”  372 


Angler’s  Knife,  a New,  108 
Angling  at  Ease  Rotterdam.  117 
“ Archer-Jardino  " Registered  Non-Slip- 
ping Leads,  127 

At  the  Fly-Fishers’  Feed,  No.  1,  642 
A “ Coarse  ” Fisherman,  No.  2,  642 
A FJ (/-‘Fisherman,  No.  3,  642 
Autumn  Angling  in  Scotland  : — 

In  Glen  Livet,  316 
Loch  Morlinhay,  316 

Black,  Mr.  William,  trying  to  t-mpt  a 
Salmon  in  the  Spoan  at  Dead-low  Water, 
61 6 

Black,  Miss  V.,  trying  for  a Salmon  in 
tlio  Spoan,  617 

Boat  without  Storm  Cape,  461 
Boat  with  Storm  Capo,  461 
Brace  of  Big  Wycombe  Trout,  Mr.  Thur- 
low’s,  612 

Breeding  Ponds  at  Masterton  (New  Zea- 
land), 172 

Broad  Bean  as  Bait  for  Carp,  170 
Bryant's  Through-Current  Bait  Can,  366 
By  Celtic  Waters  : — 

Landing  a l£lb.  Trout,  122 
Our  Favour  it  i Stretch  on  the  Ithon, 
122 

The  Alpine  Bridge  over  the  Ithon,  122 
Cefnllys  Church  on  the  Ithon,  122 
The  Lugg-  Among  the  Shobden 
Woods,  122 

.Rhayader — Cwm  Elan  Bridge  and. 
Falls,  123 

Rhayader-  The  Upper  Wye,  123 
. Dead  Stretch  of  Water  on  the 
Teme,  123 

The  Wye  above  Rhayader,  123 
Rhayader — The  Elan  at  Caban,  123 

California  Sea  Bass,  326 
“ Cartman  ” Spinner,  the,  579 
Coffee-Pot,  a Capital,  10 
Crooke’s  Spring  Gag  and  Disgorger,  366 
Czar’s  (the  late)  Fishing  House  in  Fin- 
land : — 

Sitting  Room  showing  Right-hand 
Corner,  620 

Fish  Stew  for  Captured  Fish,  a,  620 
Approach  by  the  River,  the,  620 


Aberdeenshire  Dee,  the,  31 
About  the  Salmon  Fishery  at  Christchurch, 
and  other  matters,  265,  291 
A Day  in  Elysian  Fields,  614 
After  the  Children’s  Party,  660 
Alligator  and  “Musk”  Industries,  57,82 
Further  Information  on,  116 
All-Round  Angling,  577 
Amberley  Competition,  the,  64.  251 
America  and  the  Walton  Memorial,  431 
American  Automatic  Reel,  ihe,  54 
American  “ Fly-Fishers’  Club,”  an,  337 
Among  Fish  - Full  Streams  and  Pike 
Pools,  104,  146,  170 
Among  the  Conger,  581 
Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Pre- 
sentation to  a Member,  519 
An  Evening’s  Perch  Fishing,  243 
Anglers’  Association,  301,  393 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition,  11,36, 
61,  86,  201,  222,  371,  420,  440,  464, 
488,  518,  540,  570,  584 
Angling  at  Killaloe,  518 
Angling  Competition  on  the  Bann,  201. 
Angling  in  and  around  London,  6,  195 
Angling  in  Hertfordshire,  570 
Angling  Notes,  558,  580 


ARTICLES  AND 

An  Old  Angler’s  Itchen  Memories,  43  4 
Another  Morning’s  Fishing  off  Deal,  409 
Answers  to  Correspondents,  21,  70,  93, 
132,  101,  185,  230,  257,  328,  375,  421, 
445,  472,  497 

Appeal  for  Funds  to  restore  the  Church 
Nelson  was  married  in,  483 
August  Bank  Holiday  Arrangements,  86 
August  Meteors,  the,  127 
Automatic  Reel,  the,  555 
Autumn  Angling  in  Scotland,  315 
Autumn  Angling  on  the  Bann,  433 
Autumn  Day  on  the  Severn,  an,  412 
Average  of  the  Deveron  and  somo  other 
Rivers,  31,  55 

Bad  Boll,  Fishing  Club,  the,  81 
Bahia,  or  San  Salvador,  464 
Baiting  a Roach  Swim,  12 
Baked  Pike,  512 

Ballad  of  the  Oysterinan,  the  (poetry),  468 
Banquet  and  Presentation,  a,  660 
Bass  and  Pike  in  Wisconsin,  450 
Big  Fish,  347 
Bloaters,  521 

Book  in  the  Maw  of  a Fish,  5 10 
I Brace  of  Trout,  Mr.  Tluirlow’s,  612 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Bream  Fishing  Extraordinary,  282 
Breeding  Natural  Food  Artificially  for 
Young  Fish  Artificially  Hatched,  293 
Briton’s  Attitude  Abroad,  the,  659 
Bumbledom,  432 
Butt  Fishing  on  Breydon,  371 

Calf-Tailed  Fly,  663 
Californian  Chinese  Fisheries,  30 
California  Sea  Bass,  326 
Canadian  Salmon  Fishing,  145 
Can  a Trout  change  its  Spots  ? 210 
Capturing  a Human  Fish,  351 
Catches  of  Bream,  244) 

Catching  a Trout  Poacher  Red-handed, 
53 

Catching  Game  by  Electricity,  330 

Caught  by  a Fish,  518 

Central  Association,  351,  493 

Christmas  at  tho  Royal  Aquarium,  634 

Christmas  Holiday  Arrangement*),  581 

Christmas  Roverie,  a.  619 

Chub  or  Fall  Fish,  186 

Club  Day  on  the  Broads,  a,  112 

Cold  Tea  (poetry),  198 

Concerning  Izaak  Walton,  323 

Country  Sketches — Boniface,  471 


Record  Trout  and  its  Captor,  a,  594 
Richardson,  Mr.  J.  K.,  Fishing  in  the 
High-stieet,  Kingston,  501 
River  Aven,  111 
River  Qnoieh,  111 
Roach,  ihe,  484 
Rudd,  the,  484 

Salmon,  A 641b.,  625 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout,  What  are 
They  ? 

Opercula  of  New  Zealand  Trout  bred 
from  Windrush  Ova,  552 
Opercula  of  Windrush  Trout,  552 
Pneopercula  of  8.  Salar,  8.  Fario,  552 
Vomerine  Teeth  of  8.  Fario,  552 
Studies  of  Fins,  575 
Positions  in  which  Scales  are  Counted, 
611 

Three  Diagrams  of  Fin-rays,  649 
Scotch  Scenery  (Three  examples),  508 
“ Sheltering”  in  Elysian  Fields,  615 
“ Specimen  ” Crab,  417 
“ Spreader,”  a,  468 

Stations  available  to  Anglers  by  Privilege 
Tickets,  496 
Swordfish,  521 

Tarpon,  a Brace  of,  399 
Tarpon  Scale  (Natural  Size),  498 
The  Lake,  Skanderborg,  126 
Trout  Fishing  on  the  Erne  (By  the  Eel 
We’rs),  652 

Turning  Out  of  the  Beaten  Track,  a — 
Map  of  Loxwood  and  Di-trict,  626 

Wading  Shoe,  533 
Walbran,  Francis  M.,  634 
Walton,  Izaak,  after  Huysman,  289 
Walton,  Izaak,  Fishing  in  the  Lea,  340 
Weights  of  f ish  Compared  with  Length — 
Large  Norway  Salmon  taken  with  Fly, 
234 

Tront  Caught  at  Marlow  Weir,  235 
Trout  Caught  at  Chertsey  Weir,  235 
When  Fishing  was  Difficult — 

The  Hooks  of  Primitive  Man,  220 
Bone  Hook  and  Sinker,  220 
Specimens  of  Bronze  Hooks,  220 
A Hook  made  of  Hum  in  Bones,  220 


County  Council  end  Thames  Fishermen, 
the,  565 

Curious  Fish  of  Jamaica,  532 
Czar's  (the  late)  Fishing  House,  in  Fin- 
land, 621 

Dace,  Large,  436 
Day  in  the  Borderland,  a.  337 
Day  with  a Leicester  Fishing  Club,  a,  506 
Day  with  the  May  Fly,  a,  409 
Death  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Ransom  Sachs,  169 
Dee,  the  River,  Noith  Wales,  313 
Disappointing  Season,  a,  151, 169,  193 
Dove,  P.  Edward,  the  late,  541 
Down  the  Toviot,  243 
Drag  for  a Nottingham  Reel,  a,  510 
Drift  Nets  on  the  Scottish  Crown  Fish- 
ings, 366 

Dry-tty  and  Wet-tty  Fishing  at  Bad  Boll 
and  o’sowhoro,  503 

Eastern  Counties  Angling  Society,  558 
Echoes  from  an  Angler’s  Don,  340 
Economising  Bait,  14 
Edison’s  Kinotoscopo  at  tho  Aquarium,  1 10 
1 Eel  Fishing,  294 

I Eldridge’s  Excursions,  186,  201.  227 
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Electric  Fishing,  210 
Emily,  the  Young  Jack-Snarer,  542 
English  Trout  in  Saltwater  Rivor,  510 
Epidomic  among  Trout,  an,  320 
Epsom  Angling  Society,  258 
Extension  of  the  Rod-Fishing  Soason  for 
Salmon,  651 

Faulty  Legislation  in  France  as  to  Fish 
Preservation,  425 
Feathers  for  Fly  Making,  4G1 
Field  Rowing  Club,  440 
Fifty-Pound  Angling  Competition,  14 
Fighting  Devil  Fish,  a,  342 
Fish  Culture — Extracts  from  Mr. 

Andrews’  Circular,  437 
Fish  Drowns  an  Eagle,  a,  227 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895,  660 
Fisheries  School  for  Cornwall,  the,  351 
Fisherman' s*urso,  a,  5 
Fisherman’s  Luck  (poetry),  440 
Fishhawk’s  Mistake,  a,  326 
Fishing  and  Hunting  in  Canada,  480 
Fishing  at  the  Ouatchouan  Falls,  Canada, 
436,  456 

Fishing-  Competition,  323 
Fishing  for  Prizes,  557 
Fishing  in  Norfolk,  8,  32,  56 
Fishing  in  Lake  Yyrnwy,  533 
Fishing  in  the  River  Ythan,  461 
Eishing  Match  in  Lancashire,  a (poetry), 
•354 

Fishing  on  the  Usk,  82 
Fishing  Tackle,  420 

Fishing  Tackle  Trade  and  Foreign  Com- 
petition, the,  558 
Fishing  with  a “ Spreader,”  468 
Fish  Stories,  320 
Fish  Story  up  to  Date,  416 
Flooded  Thames,  the  504 
Fly-Fishers’  Club,  Annual  Dinner  of  the, 
479,  507,  603 

Flying-Fish  Catching  at  Barbadoes,  488 
Francis  Francis,  the  late  Mr.,  613 
Free  Angling  Competition  at  Langley,  210 
Free  Trout  Fishing  and  Where  to  find 
it,  5 

Friendly  Anglers’  Society,  the,  86 
From  the  Sea,  10,  34 

Froude,  Mr.,  as  a Friend  and  a Fisher- 
man, 407 

General  Preservation  and  Re-stocking 
Fund,  351,  371,  395 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Return  Tickets, 
303 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  518 
Grilled  Herring,  413 

Hackney  Marsh,  a Plea  for  the  East-End 
Angler,  80 

He  was  not  a Crab  Fisherman,  354 

Holiday  Experiences,  209 

Hook  and  Line  Fisheries,  the,  341,  362 

How  he  won  the  Wager,  471 

Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  the,  589 

How  they  Fish  in  France,  613 

How  to  Breed  and  Rear  Trout,  116,  386 

How  to  Catch  Baits,  432 

How  to  Stock  a Small  Pond  with  Fish,  492 

How  we  went  a “ Chubbing,”  34 

Illegal  Fishing  on  the  Lea,  536 
Immature  Fish  Question,  the,  590 
Important  Fishery  Case,  589 
“Indian  Grass,”  “Indian  Weed,”  and 
“ Silkworm  Gut,”  528 
Indigo-Bird,  or  Indigo-Bunting,  the,  64 
In  Praise  of  Fishing  (poetry),  121 
International  Anglers’  Association,  145 
International  Angling  Association  Pro- 
gramme of  Tournament,  219 
In  Wild  Wales,  266 
Isle  of  Man,  the,  114 
Izaak  Walton,  Portrait  of,  340 

Japanese  Fishing  Hat,  488 
Josh  Billings’  Experience  of  our  Rivers,  474 
Jottings  by  the  Way,  13,  40,  61,  88,  130, 
155,  179,  204,  228,  252,  275,  300,  323, 
347,  372,  395,  416,  441,  465,  489,  517, 
536,  561,  585,  641,  656 
July  Day  on  Dceside,  a,  147,  173 

Kathleen  Falls,  River  Erne,  Ballyshan- 
non,  268 

Kennebec  Fish  Not,  a,  210 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  420,  464, 
564,  634 

Lady  Anglers,  354 
Lake  Yyrnwy  Hotel,  292 


Lake  Vyrnwy,  440 

Last  Words  of  Master  Pike  (ijlb.) 
(poetry),  179 

! Leap  of  the  Salmon,  the,  554 
Limeriolc  Fishery  Board  Dispute,  the, 
565 

Linos  Written  on  the  Back  of  a Subscrip- 
tion Order  Form  for  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
634 

Little,  Mr.  A.  .T.,  293 
Loch  Awe,  440 

Loeli  Levon  Championship  Competition, 
258 

Loch  Loven  Trout,  484 
T.  London  and  North  British  Works  Dinner, 
662 

London  and  North  British  Works 
Picnic,  60 

London  Angler,  the  (poetry),  660 
Long  Casts,  468 
Lowe,  Thomas,  132 
Lucky  Day,  a,  81 

Lucky  Days  on  the  Moscow  River,  531 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  the,  464 

Man  Eaters  of  the  Pacific,  521 
Manor  Fishery,  the,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire, 364,  656 
Mardle  about  Pike,  a,  556 
Marine  Evictions,  480 
Mr.  Lang’s  Last,  227 
Mather,  Mr.  Fred,  361 
Michaelmas  Mackerel,  411 
Minnows  in  Trout  Waters,  456 
Mole  at  Leatherhead,  the,  269 
Morning’s  Fishing  off  Deal,  a,  387 
Mud-Fish  of  Africa  and  South  America, 
the,  492 

Mullets,  Herrings,  and  Sprats,  555 
My  Biggest  Canadian  Salmon)  434 
My  First  Salmon,  289 

Netting  at  Misterton,  a,  317 
New  England  to  Old  England,  171 
New  Ground-Bait  Box,  a,  195 
New  Patents,  14,  36,  162,  203,  282,  299, 
354,  371,  450,  519,  540,  570,  634,  666 
New  Ways  to  Catch  Old  Fish,  510 
Notes  from  Brittany,  527,  552,  578 
Notes  on  Some  Sea  Baits — - 
The  Cockle,  533 
The  Cuttle,  553 
The  Hermit  Crab,  433 
The  Limpet,  480 
The  Mussel,  533 
The  Oyster,  457 
The  Solen,  503 
Other  Baits,  553 
Notes  on  the  Slider  Float,  244 
Notes  on  Various  Methods  of  Angling, 
529 

Notices  of  Books,  &c. — Cassell’s  Family 
Magazine,  485 ; Fisherman’s  Nautical 
Almanack,  the,  579 ; Imperial  and 
Asiatic  Quarterly  Review,  the,  660  ; 
Johannis  Fancy  Costume  Cards,  660 ; 
Longley’s  “ Thames  Anglers’  Vade- 
Mecum  ” for  1895,  634;  New  Depar-  | 
ture,  a ; The  Paris  Mode  (Cassell  and 
Co  ),  555  ; “ Patience  in  a Punt,”  639  ; 
“Popular  Educator  ” (Cassell  and  Co), 
227  ; Printer’s  Ink,  660  ; Scarborough 
and  Whitby  Railway  Official  Guide,  81  ; 

“ Scribner’s  Magazine,”  608  ; “ Sport- 
ing Facts  and  Fancies,”  78;  “The 
Banished  Beauty  ” (by  John  Bicker- 
dyke),  145  ; “ The  Story  of  the  Sea,” 
412;  “ Universal  Atlas,”  227  ; Windsor 
Walks  (by  Windsor  Bee),  555 
Notices  of  Tackle,  &c. — Angler’s  Knife,  a 
Now,  108  ; “ Archer.  Jardine  ” Regis- 
tered Non-Slipping  Leads,  the  New, 
127  ; Bryan’s  Through-Current  Bait  Can, 
366  ; “ Cartman  ” Spinner,  the,  579  : 
Charles  Laig-ht’s  Floating  Flies,  484 
Coffee-Pot,  a Capital,  10 ; “ Coxon 
Natural  Bait  Spinner,  the,  555  ; Crookes 
and  Co.’s  Spring  Gag  and  Disgorger, 
366;  Dale,  S.,  Cross -back  Notting- 
ham Reels  and  Lines,  366  ; Farlow 
and  Co.’s  Jardine  Gag,  366  ; “Feather- 
stone  Patent  Reel,”  the,  366  ; Fishing 
Gazette  Live  Bait  Pike  and  Perch 
Float,  480  ; King,  Malcom,  and  Co.’s 
Goods,  7;  Mil  ward  and  Sons’  “ Angler’s  ” 
Spinner,  366 ; New  Feather-weight 
Devon,  the,  243  ; “ Norfolk  ” Adjust- 
able Lead,  the,  219;  Tweeds,  Home- 
spuns, and  Serges,  Messrs.  Currie,. 
McDougall,  and  Scott,  555 
Novice’s  Lesson  in  Roach  Fishing,  a, 
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“ Old  Peter,”  628 
Old  Times  on  tho  Itchen,  53 
Olives  a la  Mode,  455,  479 
One  Man’s  Loss  another’s  Gain,  483 
One  of  tho  Fish  Stories  the  well-known 
Comedian  never  Tells,  39 
On  the  Coin  in  June,  244 
On  the  Death  of  a Favourite  Cat  (poetry), 
658 

On  the  Lynn,  noar  Lynmouth,  N.  Devon, 
388 

On  the  Warwickshire  Avon,  361 
Otago  Acclimatisation  Society  English 
Salmon,  581 
Otter  Hunt,  an,  469 

“Our  Holiday  and  Summer  Number” 
(poetry),  112 

Our  Holiday  in  Wild  Wales,  118 
Out  on  a Boxing  Day,  650 

Perch  Fishing  at  Christchurch,  203 
Permission  Stretched,  564 
Pet  Grayling  of  the  Dale,  the,  661 
Photo-Engraving  of  Grayling,  80 
Pickerel’s  Peculiarities,  a,  651 
Pier  and  Boat  Fishing  at  Deal,  493 
Piker’s  Plaint,  the  (poetry!,  619 
Pike  Fishing  and  Angling  Ethics,  629 
Pike  Fishing  on  a Scottish  Lake,  210 
Pike  Fishing  in  October,  481 
Pike  in  Denmark,  126 
Piscatorial  Society,  38,  210,  369,  426,  464, 
488,  541,  584 
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Crucian  Carp,  425,  450 

Crucian  or  Prussian  Carp,  450 
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Lander  Casting  Reel,  the,  93 
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Landing  Pike,  449 
Large  Fish,  449,  473 

Large  Irish  and  English  Pike,  351,  377, 
401,  423,  449 

Large  Irish  Pike,  305,  328 


Largo  Norwegian  Salmon.  304, 328, 421 , 449 
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Late  Rise  of  Diake,  a,  233 
Lea  Conservancy,  the,  40 
Ledgering  for  Barbel,  180 
Length  of  Salmon  Line,  the,  101 
Lob  or  Dew  Worms,  102 
Lobsters  at  Deal,  70 

Mr. Fred  Mather  and  Mr.  Savile  Kent, 402 
Measurements  and  Weights  of  Fish,  377 
Measurements  of  Fish,  421,  449 
Measurement  of  Fish  (Pike),  402 
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Sixteen-pound  Carp,  a,  449 
Slider  Float,  the,  281 
“ Snoeks,”  498 

Some  Notes  on  Thames  and  Trent  Bar- 
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Wet-Fly  v.  Dry-Fly,  Mr.  Todd  and  Mr. 

Gedney  on,  060 
What  is  it  ? 22 

What  we  know  of  the  Lobster,  474 
When  do  Barbel  Spawn  ? 540 
Wholesale  Salmon  Poaching  at  Berwick  - 
on-Tweed,  378 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  474 
Worsloy  Canal  Fishery  and  Suckling 
Fish,  447 


LONDON  ; HUNTED  BY  HORACE  COX,  WINDSOR  HOUSE,  BREAM’S  BHEPINCIS,  E.C. 


THE  EISIIING  GAZETTE 


5 


July  7,  1894] 


c O N T_E_N  T S . 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in  this 
paper. 

A Fisherman’s  Curge 

Free  Trout  Fishing  and  Where  to  Find  It  5 

Somo  Recollections  of  the  Rhino  G 

Angling  In  and  A round  London  in  the  First  Three 


Messrs.  King,  Maloom,  & Co 

7 

Fishing:  in  Norfolk  . 

8 

Scotch  Notes 

9 

A Capital  Coffeo  Pot 

10 

From  the  Sea  

10 

Roports  from  Rivers 

11 

Jottings  by  the  Way 

13 

Reports  from  Clubs  

14 

Provincial  Notes 

17 

Correspondence  

21 

NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  ean  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications.   


. Terms  of  SubHorlption. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland 10s.  6d. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

„ Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Advertisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—' "EIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


dU 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  7th,  1894. 


A FISHERMAN'S  CURSE. 

Fishermen’s  curses  are  usually  dressed  very 
small,  on  account  of  their  being  such  a good- 
natured  class  of  men.  Otherwise — well,  other- 
wise the  account  which  the  Recording  Angel 
will  set  down  to  my  debit  in  the  matter  of  a firm 
of  hook  makers,  whom  I shall  not  name,  would 
tot  up  to  a most  disreputable  figure.  Disreput- 
able indeed — but  not  one  jot  beyond  their  deserts 
—for  I shall  certainly  claim  to  have  it  posted  to 
their  account.  Such  detestable,  such  abominable, 
such  utterly  incompetent  hooks  I never  saw,  and 
hope  never  to  see  again.  It  has  occurred  to  me 
that  it  might  he  an  adequate  revenge  to  divulge 
their  names  with  the  magnanimous  remark  that 

poor  things— they  doubtless  knew  no  better. 
But  considerations,  not  unconnected  with  the 
law  of  libel,  and  unwillingness  that  a jury  of 
my  fellow  countrymen  should  have  another 
opportunity  of  demonstrating,  perhaps  at  my 
expense,  how  unfathomable  are  the  abysses  they 
call  their  minds,  induce  me  to  refrain.  It  has 
been  my  fortune  to  see  much  of  juries  and  their 
ways,  and  my  pet  Itchen  trout  aren’t  in  it  with 
them  for  uncertainty.  Therefore  I bury  the 
secret  within  my  breast,  and  proceed  to  invite 
the  sympathy  of  a discriminating  public. 

It  was  in  this  wise.  I was  going  to  have  a day 
with  the  May-fly  above  Winchester,  and  some 
good  but  anonymous  friend  had  sent  me  a nice 


little  bunoli  of  summer-duck  feathers.  So  I laid 
in  a packet  of  hooks  of  the  much-deserving 
makers  before  alluded  to,  and  setting  to  work  I 
dressed  three  dozen  flies,  Rome  with  straw  bodies, 
some  with  wool,  all  nicely  winged,  and  eighteen 
more  hackle  flies. 

The  blissful  day  arrived.  The  rise  had  been 
on  fitfully  for  a week,  but  no  great  baskets 
had  been  taken.  The  morning  opened  with 
drenching  rain  and  heavy  thunder,  but  by 
8.30  the  clouds  began  to  break,  by  9 o’clock 
there  were  peeps  of  blue  sky,  and  by  9.30  the 
rain  was  all  over.  There  was  a strong  steady 
breeze  from  south  - east  by  east,  dead  across 
stream  against  my  hand.  Till  10.30  not  a fish 
moved.  Then  they  began  taking  something 
small  very  well.  I put  up  a Whitchurch  Dun, 
and  in  a lull  of  the  wind,  got  it  to  a fish  which 
took  it  short  and  got  away.  It  was,  however, 
impossible  to  fish  with  comfort  on  my  bank — the 
right  hand — and  it  was  quite  a mile  to  the  first 
bridge,  and  the  punt  was  close  by  that  bridge. 
However,  I trudged  up  to  the  bridge  and  over, 
and  had  just  found  a rising  fish,  when  the  punt 
broke  from  her  moorings  under  the  opposite 
bank  and  drifted  down  stream,  pursued  by  a 
keeper,  and  putting  down  every  fish  on  its  way. 
It  was  not  caught  till  half  a mile  was  passed.  I 
trudged  that  half  mile  down  through  a reedy 
swamp  of  rotten  and  treacherous  bank  and  found 
a decent  fish  rising.  I got  the  Whitchurch  on 
to  him  capitally ; he  pipped  it  promptly,  and 
after  a brief  struggle  for  the  weeds,  was  hustled 
down  stream  and  netted  out.  Then  some  chari- 
table person  upstream,  whose  identity  is  fortu- 
nately concealed,  sent  down  for  half  an  hour 
swirling  masses  of  dirty  weed,  which  made  fishing 
simply  impossible.  I moved  up  to  the  bridge  to 
the  May-fly  shallow.  As  I did  so,  I noted  stray 
Green  Drakes  drifting  down,  but  the  trout  were 
not  taking  them.  I crossed  over  the  bridge  and 
moved  up  the  bend  to  the  west.  At  the  point 
a brace  of  good  fish  were  pipping  every  small  fly 
that  came  over  them.  I tried  hard  at  them  with 
the  Whitchurch,  and  rose  one  of  them,  but  the  wind 
was  so  baffling  that  I could  only  get  to  them  by 
casting  out  into  the  stream  and  let  the  cast  be 
driven  back  so  that  the  fly  might  light  just  above. 
This  meant  much  slack  line,  and  so  I missed  the 
rise,  and  presently  flicked  off  my  fly.  While 
tying  on  another  I saw  a fish  rising  in  a small 
bay  round  the  bend.  1 got  to  him  beautifully. 
He  came  short,  but  I didn’t  prick  him,  and  even- 
tually got  him,  a short  thick  fish  of  a pound  and 
a quarter.  It  was  the  Iron  Blue  Dun  they  were 
taking,  and  I had  left  my  Iron  Blues  at  the 
keeper’s. 

About  this  time  I heard  the  welcome  sound  of 
a trout  flummoxing  down  a May-fly.  I changed 
my  cast  and  put  up  one  of  my  new  Green  Drakes, 
and  picking  out  a good  fish  covered  him.  He 
came  up  at  the  third  cast  and  I felt  him,  but  he 
didn’t  fasten.  I moved  on  and  tried  another  fish. 
Same  result.  Another.  Similar  result.  I fished 
on  steadily  till  5 o’clock,  rising  upwards  of  sixty 
fish,  all  of  which  I missed  except  two,  which  I 
returned  as  unsizeable.  My  flies  floated  well, 
looked  well,  and  rose  the  fish  well,  but  hook  them 
they  did  not.  Only  four  fish  did  I hold  at  all, 
and  those  for  a moment  only.  I tried  quick 
striking,  giving  time,  merely  tightening,  giving 
moderate  time,  every  variation  1 could  think  of. 

I tested  the  points  of  my  hooks  to  see  if  they 
were  blunt,  but  they  were  quite  sharp.  It  was 
only  when  I got  home  and  tested  the  bare  hooks 
by  a pulling-in  process  that  I found  that  the 
shape  of  the  hook  was  radically  faulty,  and  that 
it  could  not  pull  in  or  do  anything  but  scratch  the 
mouth  of  the  trout.  There  was  a duffer  on  the 
water  who  got  four  brace.  I shall  never  hear  the 
last  of  his  triumph  over  me.  When  I think  of 
the  basket  I might  have  made  with  ordinary  good 
hooks,  is  it  to  be  wondered  that  it  would  not 
distress  me  if  that  firm  of  hook  makers  were 
smothered  in  fishermen’s  curses  many  and  black  ? 
The  kind  I mean  is  not  to  be  found  in  Halford, 
who  only  gives  the  A and  B patterns.  The 
pattern  1 mean  is  the  D variety,  if  you  got  into 
his  confidence  you  might  find  that  he  kept  the  D 
variety  for  use  on  suitable  occasions,  and  if  you 
asked  him  properly,  he  might  give  you  a specimen. 
But  I bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  on  the 
occasions  when  I have  met  him  on  the  riverside 
I have  never  known  him  use  any  other  patterns 
than  those  described  in  his  books.  Val  Conson. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING  AND  WHERE 
TO  FIND  IT. 

The  landlord  has  just  said  that  I have  spilled 
two  and  sixpence  worth  of  good  “ neep  ” seed  in 
my  hurry,  and  as  he  has  knocked  me  about  from 
place  to  place,  table  to  table,  in  his  endeavours  to 
catch  them  up,  your  readers  would  think  it  was  a 
“neep”  hunt  instead  of  a trout  hunt  we  were 
after. 

But  our  landlord  is  a most  magnificent  fellow. 
He  has  just  dried  our  clothes.  His  seed  happened 
to  be  in  his  jacket,  which  he  put  over  my 
shoulders  after  “doing”  the  walk  from  Corgoff 
to  Grant’s  Nethy  Arms  on  Spey. 

In  my  last  article  I had  hope  of  getting  good 
free  trout  fishing  at  Tomantoul.  Well,  the  least 
said  soonest  mended.  I walked  to  Tomantoul, 
put  up  at  Mrs.  Grant’s,  went  out  on  the  Avon 
armed  with  as  free  a permit  as  ever  angler  went 
out  with  in  the  Highlands — a good  flask — but 
the  river  was  low,  trout  were  nowhere  to  be  seen, 
and,  after  two  days  “ fuddling  ” about  Tomantoul, 
which,  by  the  by,  you  may  hear  of  again,  I drove 
right  down  the  Avon  side  to  Nethy  Bridge,  and 
there  located  myself  for  the  next  three  days,  and 
not  without  the  utmost  satisfaction,  with  J.  T. 
Grant,  late  banker,  and  now  mine  host  of  the 
Abonethy  Arms. 

His  first  words  to  me  were  about  the  stags’ 
heads  he  had  got  for  me,  and  if  I had  come  over 
for  them  or  to  see  about  them.  “ Hang  your 
stags’  heads,”  I said,  “ and  your  eagle’s  nest  to 
the  bargain.  I am  dead  on  for  your  best  fishing 
— trout  fishing,  and  nothing  else,”  I replied. 

“ But  you  surely  have  not  come  all  this  way  for 
trout  ? ” (troot  it  is  pronounced).  “ Yes,  and  by 
the  powers  you  must  just  put  up  your  School 
Board  business  and  the  rest  of  it,  and  make  a 
day  of  it  to-morrow.” 

Well,  I went  round  and  saw  the  two  eaglets  he 
had  “ stolen  ” from  Cairngoram,  and  fed  them 
with  some  of  the  worms  which  ought  to  have 
done  duty  elsewhere,  but  the  temptation  was  too 
strong.  Mr.  Grant  is  nothing  if  not  a naturalist 
— not  after  the  stuffed  fashion,  but  d la,  natura. 
He  has  one  of  these  eaglets  yet.  He  has  a gull, 
a diver,  and  a young  deer,  all  caged  in  with  a 
miscellaneous  assortment  of  birds  foreign  to  his 
region,  which,  if  I were  to  name,  would  bring 
him  under  the  review  of  not  only  the  Society 
for  the  Protection  of  Wild  Animals,  but  the 
“ Lunacy  Board  ” for  Scotland,  if  such  exists. 
So  I told  him,  after  I saw  the  eaglet  fed  with  a 
young  rabbit,  and  the  deer  treated  to  a nice 
cabbage  which  had  come  all  the  way  from  Nairn 
for  my  dinner  a day  or  so  before.  Mr.  Grant 
knows  his  business,  however,  and  after  I was 
into  his  confidence,  and  having  an  after-dinner 
smoke  in  the  bar,  the  subject  of  my  special  walk 
over  the  hills  was  quietly  introduced. 

“Where  would  you  like  to  go  to  for  a cast 
to-night  ?”  “ That’s  for  you  to  say,”  I reply. 

“ Well,  you  know  (with  a wink)  free  trout  fishing 
is  not  to  be  had  now  in  these  parts ; but  here  is  the 
Spey,  one  mile  distant,  where  we  have  plenty  of 
liberty  yet,  and  if  it  was  an  uncertain  quantity 
before  the  ‘ Spey  case,’  it  is  now  made  definite 
enough.  Lady  Grant  has  written  to  me,  that  all 
visitors  to  my  place  are  to  be  treated  as 
formerly.”  For  trout  fishing,  Nethy  Bridge  is 
one  of  the  most  convenient  centres  in  the  north. 
Trout  range  from  ^lb.  to  31b.  The  Spey  is  free 
for  miles  hereabout,  and,  with  a southerly 
breeze,  baskets  of  101b.  and  121b.  can  be  easily 
secured  from  the  banks.  Small  sized  black 
(Black  Spider),  red,  and  brown  flies,  are  the 
lures.  The  garden  fly  works  wonders,  but  the 
deadliest  bait  is  the  minnow.  I often  wonder 
why  gentlemen  coming  from  England,  where 
small  coarse  fish  such  as  chub,  gudgeon,  char, 
and  such  like,  can  be  plentifully  secured  at  little 
cost,  do  not  bring  these  with  them.  Of  course, 
they  come  for  fly-fishing ; but,  after  the  fly 
season  is  over,  trout  look  for  something  else. 
Take  the  hint,  ye  southern  anglers,  and  put  up  a 
bottle  or  two  of  dead  minnow,  or  gudgeon,  before 
coming  north,  if  you  want  sport.  Artificial 
spinners  do  moderately  well,  but  there  is  nothing 
like  the  real  “ Mackay.”  Waders  are  necessary 
in  the  broad  parts  of  the  river,  and  these,  with 
good  brogues,  should  be  part  of  every  trout 
angler’s  equipment. 

The  Nethy  itself  is  a very  good  stream, 
especially  in  a flood.  When  I was  there  I 
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“ henlod  ” the  trout  in  flocks  from  bank  to  bank. 

It  waw  so  tine  and  dear  that  there  was  no  getting 
near  a fish  savo  undor  a troo,  and  oven  thon,  alter 
half  an  hour’s  crawling  and  the  Iosh  of  two  or 
throo  buttons,  the  result  was  a fingorling  of  a 
parr,  which  got  its  blossings  as  it  was  hurled 
back  into  the  crystal  dribblet  to  learn  by  its 
experience  that  “all  that  glitters  is  not  gold. 
The  Nethy  stretches  for  four  miles  irorn  the 
Spey,  and  all  this  is  at  the  command  of  the 
angler.  Baskets  of  from  two  to  six  do/.cn  nice 
trout,  from  .^lb.  to  1 .ill).,  aro  commonly  made. 

In  July  and  August  a grilso  of  ‘2ilb.,  or  a sea 
trout  of  about  the  same  weight,  may  occasionally 
bo  added  to  the  basket. 

The  Aultmore  is  a good-si/.ed  mountain  burn, 
and  within  easy  reach,  half  a mile  or  so ; trout  of 
^lb.  to  IRb.  are  quite  numerous.  Towards  the 
end  of  August  and  September  the  heavier  trout 
on  their  way  to  the  spawning  beds  are  got. 

The  Dorbeck,  a big  mountain  stream,  joins  the 
Nethy  below  the  bridge,  on  which  there  are  two 
miles  of  good  trouting  water.  Another  mountain 
stream  is  the  Dulnain,  which  joins  the  Spey 
within  two  miles  of  Nethy  Bridge.  Where  else 
in  the  kingdom  can  such  a paradise  be  found  ? 

I reveal  it,  my  brother  anglers,  because  I often 
think  of  the  chances  some  of  you  might  have 
there,  which  I have  often  enjoyed,  and  which  I 
still  hope  to  enjoy,  but  as  our  times  may  be 
different,  I cannot  think  of  hiding  a secret  from 
you  which  will  do  you  good. 

Then  there  is  Loch  Gasten,  a large  sheet  of 
water  four  miles  from  Nethy  Bridge,  where  the 
pike  fisher  may  obtain  pike  up  to  261b.  and 
301b.  weight.  I had  one  181b.  to  a young  duck  as 
bait,  which  I paid  eightpence  for.  There  are 
numerous  smaller  lochs,  but  the  best  in  the  dis- 
trict is  Loch  Morelech,  right  at  the  foot  of 
Cairngoram,  the  finest  mountain  drive  in  the 
country,  and  where  a ten  miles  can  be  covered  in 
a splendid  dog-cart  and  back  for  less  than  10s. 
The  water  of  the  loch  beats  Loch  Haterine,  of 
which  Scott  enamoured  wrote : 

Not  Katerine  in  her  mirror  bine 
Gives  back  the  mossy  banks  more  true. 

This  sheet  of  fine  water  has  a pebbly  beach  ; the 
trout  are  of  a beautiful  golden  yellow,  but  terribly 
hunted  to  death  by  the  enormous  pike,  which  will 
by  and  by  eat  them  all  up.  I saw  a pike  of  201b. 
killed  a few  minutes  before  driving  in  about,  and, 
as  usual,  being  on  the  hunt  for  information,  I 
ran  my  knife  down  his  vent,  and  got  three  trout 
in  various  stages  of  mastication,  from  the  back 
bone  of  a lib.  boy  to  the  perfect  proportions  of  the 
last  swallowed,  which  was  fully  over  |lb. 

This  loch  used  to  be  regularly  netted  for  pike 
when  the  Countess  of  Seaford  leased  the  ground, 
and  about  200  were  annually  got  and  knocked  on 
the  head.  Now  they  roam  at  large.  Will  some 
of  you  crack  “ jack  ” killers  not  lend  us  a hand 
and  supply  the  want  of  the  Countess  s nets? 
There  are  plenty  of  fellows  knocking  about  who 
will  be  only  too  glad  to  earn  a day’s  wage  and 
their  grub  as  gillie,  and  his  services  are  cheap  at 
five  shillings  a day  and  a good  dram. 

I need  only  refer  to  the  valuable  help  I have  on 
different  occasions  got  from  John  McPherson, 
James  McKenzie,  and  Andrew  Murray,  and  these 
and  a number  of  others,  I can  give  my  oath  on, 
are  as  trustworthy  men  as  can  begot  in  a journey 
round  tbe  world.  None  of  your  loch  hoatmen  s 
tricks  about  them.  They  are  gentlemen  gillies 
serving  a gentleman,  and  act  as  such. 

May  I be  allowed  to  add  a word  about  the 
guides  to  be  had  here.  This  is  the  land  of  sights 
and  high  hills,  and  guides  are  a sine  qua 
non.  Cairngoram,  Ben  MacDulii,  and  the  other 
culminating  points  of  the  British  Empire  are 
within  reach,  but  perhaps  after  all  the  best 
guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  I can  refer  you  to 
is  Mr.  Jas.  Grant,  of  the  Nethy  Arms,  himself. 

G.  M.  Mackay. 


Sport  on  the  River  Shin  with  grilse  is  not  very 
brisk  at  the  present  time.  The  Bonar  Bridge 
netting  is  all  too  effective  for  it.  The  Shin  wants 
to  be  better  cared  for,  and  not  until  something  is 
done  to  limit  the  Sutherland  kyle  netting  will 
sport  be  a patch  of  what  it  was  in  the  good  old 
days  when  the  river  was  nursed  artificially  and 
the  netting  was  far  less  constant  and  effective. 
This  is  July,  the  very  best  month  naturally  for 
the  Shin’s  grilse  angling,  and  yet  there  is  next  to 
nothing  doing  in  the  way  of  sport.— Mac. 


,SOME  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE 
RHINE. 

Turning  over  an  old  album  of  photoH  and 
sketches,  collected  while  living  years  ago  in 
Germany,  I come  on  some  which  recall  the  many 
days  spent — I should  say  wasted,  for  I was  study- 
ing German  then — on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 
Often  would  I sit  down  with  books  and  dictionary 
and  try  to  think  only  of  verbs  and  terminations, 
but  a “likely”  day  would  make  my  thoughts 
wander  to  the  river  banks,  and  declensions  would 
give  way  to  dibbing,  and  tenses  to  tench.  fihe 
house  in  which  I boarded  stood  invitingly  near  to 
the  river ; I had  only  to  go  out  and  cross  the  road 
and  I was  immediately  in  the  Stadtpark,  whose 
paths  all  led  to  the  riverside,  and  then  on  for  some 
three  or  four  miles  down  its  banks  through  a 
semi-cultivated  “ wald  ” where,  undisturbed  by 
the  vulgar  herd,  I could  wander  and  practice  my 
craft. 

What  recollections  and  memories  those  old 
sketches  conjured  up  once  more.  Incidents  long 
forgotten.  Why,  it  was  by  that  willow  tree  1 
caught  my  first  chub,  a fine  fellow  of  41b.  It  was 
on  those  posts  I used  to  watch  whether  the  river 
was  rising  or  falling.  I wonder  if  that  man  is 
still  sitting  smoking  his  big  pipe  as  he  used  to, 
wet  or  fine ! Those  gendarmes,  too,  how  annoy- 
ing they  were,  each  and  everyone  knew  I had  a 
licence,  but  always  demanded  it;  after,  I heard 
they  got  a percentage  of  fines.  How  well  I 
remember  too  the  day  when  my  professor  came 
a-roaching  with  me,  and  held  my  rod  for  a bit, 


was  spotted  by  a gendarme  and  mulct  of  ten 
marks  fine. 

I revenged  the  professor  in  a way  once,  though. 
There  was  one  fat  gendarme  who  always  took  a 
great  interest  in  my  fishing,  especially  admiring 
my  fly-fishing  for  chub.  Often  he  would  follow 
me  watching  intently  each  cast  and  chuckling  as 
each  fish  was  brought  to  book.  . Also  he  loved  to 
see  the  perching,  and  how  excited  he  would  get 
when  some  bream  tipped  the  float  up  on  the 
water.  I am  afraid  he  wasted  many  an  hour 
tarrying  hy  me  instead  of  going  his  rounds 
through  the  forest. 

After  a little  he  began  to  do  the  needful  with 
the  landing  net.  Once  I offered  him  my  rod 
while  roaching,  and,  as  the  roach  were  well  on 
the  feed,  he  put  down  his  carbine  and  soon  had 
one  roach  and  then  another.  Then  he  began  to 
get  excited,  baiting  the  hook  himself  with 
nervous  fingers,  and  casting  in  again.  I had 
quietly  taken  up  his  carbine,  and  standing  behind 
him,  asked  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  “Will  you  so 
good  be  as  to  me  your  fish-card  to  show  P”  “ Ha  ! 
ha  !”  he  laughed,  “ you  are  quite  right.”  But  it 
was  not  the  last  time  that  old  Corporal  Winkler 
caught  roach ; always  when  he  found  me  at  them 
he  would  have  a try,  and  when  I left  I gave  him 
my  roach  tackle,  as  he  meant  to  start  angling  in 
earnest,  he  said. 

In  the  spring,  when  the  river  was  swollen  with 
snow  water,  it  used  to  rise  and  flood  some  two  or 
three  acres  of  land  on  which  grew  bushes  and 
trees,  and  there  the  chub  used  to  congregate.  For 
some  reason  it  was  not  permitted  to  fish  therein, 


but  through  my  friend  the  gendarme,  many  were 
the  fine  three  and  four-pounders  that  succumbed 
to  my  peel  flies  (which  I found  best).  Atone  place 
on  the  Rhino  a long,  rough  stone  breakwater  ran  | 
out  into  the  stream,  and  on  this  two  or  three  men 
lined  to  ply  their  rodn — and  Buch  rods  ! A butt 
of  oak,  armed  with  a spike  to  ram  in  among  the  i 
stones,  and  a top  of  bamboo,  in  its  thinnest  part 
as  thick  as  one’s  little  finger,  a short  thick  line, 
and  double  hook  on  wire;  there  they  would  sit 
till  one  was  lucky  enough  to  get  a pike,  when  it 
would  be  lifted  straight  out  and  walloped  on the 
stones  to  kill  it!  Sometimes  one  man  would  be 
working  three  or  four  rods. 

My  style  of  spinning  they  only  smiled 
incredulously  at,  until  they  saw  me  land  a smart 
young  six-pounder.  Fine  perch  I got  from  the 
end  of  that  breakwater,  too,  fishing  with  little 
inch  long  fish,  which  men  used  to  net  for  the 
purpose ; on  one  small  hook  put  through  the 
nostril  they  would  live — well,  till  the  perch  took 
them. 

One  hot  summer  evening  I had  gone  down 
among  the  willows,  meaning  to  fish  for  roach  and 
rudd,  which  were  generally  moving  at  that  time, 
and  getting  down  to  my  pitch,  found  I had  for- 
gotten my  paste  (what  fine  paste  the  inside  of  a 
“brbdchen”  makes!).  It  was  much  too  dry  to 
think  of  digging  worms,  and  flies  I had  none.  A 
bright  thought  struck  me.  In  my  coat  I had  a 
spray  of  lily  of  the  valley.  As  I stood  behind  a 
willow-stump  I could  see  in  the  quiet,  transparent 
water  the  schools  of  rudd  moving  up  and  down, 
and  occasionally  going  for  the  leaves,  &c.,  Aoat- 
ing  in  the  water.  I chose  my  finest  line,  took  oft 
every  shot,  and  on  went  a lily  of  the  valley  blos- 
som. How  I wished  for  a fly  rod ! A quiet, 
underhand  cast  out  and  the  blosEom  dropped  on 
the  water.  I drew  it  quietly  across  towards 
where  I saw  a big  rudd  cruising  along,  ffhere 
was  a rush  and  a flop,  and  I had  him.  I got  quite 
a fine  show  of  roach  and  rudd  that  evening,  and 
might  have  got  more  but  my  blossoms  gave  out. 

I missed  a number,  for,  of  course,  they  were  not 
biting  but  only  at  play,  and.  I must  confess 
several  were  hooked  outside  their  mouths. 

There  was  an  old  German  gentleman  who  used 
to  come  walking  with  his  dogs  down  among  the 
willows,  and  he,  too,  would  often  stop  to  watch 
me.  After  a bit  a light  was  exchanged,  and  from 
“ Good  morning,”  we  got  to  chatting.  He  was 
especially  fond  of  watching  me  roaching,  and 
soon  got  as  sharp  as  myself  at  noticing  the 
touches.  One  day  he  asked  me  in  to  a glass  of 
beer,  and  when  seated,  smoking  and  sipping  our 
beer  alternately,  he  very  slowly  drew  from  his 
pocket  an  envelope,  which  he  handed  me  without 
a word.  I opened  it  and  saw  at  once  what  it 
contained — a “ fischkarte.”  , 

“ Now,  my  friend,  you  must  write  and  order 
me  a set  of  tackle  from  England,  and  then  we 
will  see  who  shall  catch  the  most  roach. 

A few  days  after  that  I went  down  to  find  him 
already  at  work,  and  when  I left  he  had  become 
afar  more  expert  “ roacher  ” than  myself.  I 
revisited  him  some  little  time  ago,  when  looking 
once  more  at  my  old  haunts.  . 

“ My  friend,  till  I die  I shall  ever  thank  the 
fate  that  brought  you  here ; instead  of  being  a 
lonesome  old  man,  wandering  about  bewailing 
my  being  too  old  to  go  shooting,  I can  now  . 
enjoy  a sport  which  does  not  fatigue  me,  and 
gives  me  ample  occupation  for  both  body  and 
mind.  I used  to  revile  and  ridicule  the  fishers  ; 

I shall  never  do  so  again.” 

Of  all  my  recollections,  those  words  of  old 
Herr  von  Leininger,  now,  alas  ! sleeping  the  long 
sleep  of  the  just,  bring  me  most  pleasure  to 
look  back  on.  E- 


ANGLING  IN  AND  AROUND  LONDON 

IN  TBE  FIRST  THREE-QUARTERS 
OF  THE  CENTURY. 

( Continued  from  page  411.) 


Having  perhaps  sufficiently  noticed  certain 
ancient  and  vanished  angling  glories  of  the  New 
River,  attention  may  now  be  given  to  what  is  in 
all  probability  the  most  densely  populated  dis- 
trict of  the  great  hive,  namely,  between  Bethnal 
Green-road  and  Hackney-road ; for  there,  in  the 
year  1816  at  any  rate,  according  to  Salter's 
Anglers’  Guide,  was  to  be  found  a well-stocked 
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| fishery  known  as  Wellington  Water,  which  was 
kept  for  the  angler’s  diversion  at  half-a-guinea 
per  annum  subscription.  This  fishery  was  likely 
enough  the  remains  of  what  was  once  an  exten- 
sive lake  in  the  marshy  land  that  surrounded 
the  city  proper;  there  is,  however,  a strange 
dearth  of  authenticated  records  of  the  sport 
afforded  by  this  blotted  out  angling  resort,  and 
although  many  of  the  most  accomplished  anglers 
of  the  long-pole  persuasion  now  reside  in  the 
locality,  inquiry  has  failed  to  elicit  any  informa- 
tion as  to  doughty  deeds  of  their  ancestors  in 
this  East-end  water  which  bore  the  name  of  the 
hero  of  Waterloo.  By  a fortunate  chance  there 
has  just  fallen  into  my  possession  a map  of 
London  which  was  published  by  G.  F.  Cruchley, 
of  38,  Ludgate-sfreef,  in  1829,  only  thirteen  years 
later  than  the  edition  of  Salter  previously 
referred  to ; and  on  this  map,  at  the  southern 
side  of  Hackney-road,  nearly  level  with  Gold- 
smith’s-row,  is  shown  a pond  about  the  size  of 
Finsbury-square,  with  a large  proportion  of  un- 
occupied land  around  it,  but  with  a row  of  houses 
near,  which  bears  the  name  of  Wellington-place. 
If  that  pond  was  not  the  ancient  Wellington 
Water  there  is  nothing  else  on  that  map  that  so 
well  answers  to  Salter’s  description  of  its  posi- 
tion. Certain  it  is,  however,  that  on  the  very 
site  of  the  pond  thus  shown  on  the  map  a street 
was  afterwards  built,  and,  by  a strange  coincidence, 
the  writer  when  a boy  dwelt  for  a time  in  one  of 
its  houses,  when  the  angling  associations  of  the 
spot  were  totally  unknown  to  him.  A pilgrimage 
of  inspection,  with  map  in  hand,  has  placed  this 
fact  beyond  doubt. 

From  this  point  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
metropolis  it  is  not  a very  far  cry  to  Stratford, 
Bromley,  and  West  Ham,  on  the  Lea,  at  which 
places  angling  is  now  entirely  out  of  the  question 
even  if  one  could  forget  and  forgive,  from  a sport- 
ing point  of  view,  the  sadly  uncongenial  sur- 
roundings. Nevertheless,  according  to  Salter,  a 
j great  many  good  roach,  dace,  flounders,  &c.,  used 
to  be  taken  in  the  mill  pools  and  water  around. 
The  same  author  further  referred  intending 
visitors  on  angling  bent  to  a crippled  mechanic 
of  the  name  of  Mann,  who  was  in  the  daily  habit 
of  angling  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  possessed 
much  local  knowledge  of  the  waters.  Again 
allow  the  same  gossipy  authority  to  give  evidence 
of  the  ancient  angling  glories  of  the  Lea  here- 
abouts in  his  own  words.  “ I saw  a salmon  caught 
some  years  since  which  weighed  upwards  of  121b., 
in  the  pool  at  Bromley,  by  an  angler  with  a gut 
line  and  No.  9 hook.  This  person  was  fishing 
with  a red  worm  for  dace,  and  the  salmon  took  it. 
As  soon  as  he  discovered  what  he  had  hooked  he 
threw  his  rod  into  the  water,  and  Mr.  Baker  at 
the  mill  lent  him  his  boat  in  which  he  followed 
the  salmon  round  the  pool,  and  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  tiring  and  killing  him.”  Salter  also 
states  that  the  spawning  operations  of  salmon  in 
the  Lea  lasted  for  two  or  three  weeks,  at  which 
time  he  has  seen  them  turn  up  some  wheelbarrow 
loads  of  gravel  on  to  the  shallows  in  making  a 
.hole  in  which  to  deposit  their  spawn. 

It  may  be  too  much  to  expect  that  salmon  will 
ever  again  be  found  in  the  Lea.  Recent  accounts, 
however,  of  the  increased  purity  of  its  larger 
partner  the  Thames,  brought  about  by  the 
action  of  the  County  Council,  afford  latter-day 
London  anglers  reasonable  ground  for  hope 
that  the  portions  of  the  Lea  comprising 
Temple  Mills,  and  what  was  known  as  the  White 
House  water  in  the  Hackney  Marshes,  together 
with  the  old  Horse  and  Groom  water  at  Lea 
Bridge,  may  once  again  be  worth  the  expenditure 
of  their  skill  for  the  capture  of  the  coarser 
varieties  of  fish.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
the  Hackney  Marshes  are  to  be  transformed  into 
a recreation  ground  by  the  County  Council,  which 
body,  while  so  engaged,  might  well  be  requested 
to  extend  its  beneficent  interest  to  the  water 
adjacent,  and  to  consider  that  by  many  of  their 
fellow  citizens  a well-stocked  and  convenient 
fishery  would  be  regarded  as  a greater  boon  than 
a well-kept  and  tended  cricket  ground.  Under 
favourable  treatment,  however,  much  time 
would  necessarily  elapse  before  those  portions  of 
the  Lea  could  be  restored  to  the  sport-giving 
conditions  of  the  days  of  Salter  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Martin,  both  of  whom  have  left  to  their  suc- 
cessors of  the  present  time  interesting,  if  some- 
what saddening,  accounts  of  near-at-home  angling 
triumphs  which  are  calculated  to  make  many 


end-of-the-century  London  Waltonians  regret 
that  they  were  born  too  late. 

For  instance,  the  Rev.  J.  Martin,  in  1854,  wrote: 
“ The  Lead  Mill  river  that  runs  through  the 
garden  of  the  White  Hart,  Temple  Mills,  is  free. 
This  being  the  case,  a number  of  young  anglers 
in  particular  resort  thither  in  the  summer  free 
of  all  expense,  and  those  who  are  skilful  often 
obtain  very  good  sport,  as  the  water  is  well  stored 
with  fish.” 

The  italics  are  here  introduced  to  draw  the 
special  attention  of  those  who  know  the  water 
now.  My  own  recollections  of  the  White  Hart  are 
associated  with  the  enormous  pollard  willow 
which  stood  in  the  garden.  This  tree  was  pro- 
vided with  a flight  of  steps  to  enable  customers 
to  reach  its  flattened  top,  where  a great  number 
could  find  seating  accommodation,  and  enjoy  the 
view  across  the  marshes.  Of  the  White  House 
Fishery  higher  up  the  river,  Salter  wrote:  “ For 
many  years  this  was  a favourite  and  well 
frequented  place  by  the  lovers  of  angling  of  the 
old  school.  About  thirty  years  since  the  water 
could  boast  of  a numerous  and  respectable  list  of 
subscribers ; upwards  of  fifty  have  sat  down 
together  at  the  annual  dinner.  At  the  time 
alluded  to,  every  accommodation  was  afforded 
the  angler  to  promote  his  sport,  the  safety  of  his 
tackle,  &c.  I have  often  received  much  amuse- 
ment while  observing  the  good-natured  rivalry 
among  the  subscribers  in  endeavouring  to  eclipse 
each  other  in  the  painting  and  decorating  of  their 
tubs  or  casks,  which  were  used  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  bran  and  other  materials  for  ground- 
bait,  &c.,  and  also  for  seats  while  angling ; and 
when  occupied  by  their  well-dressed  and  powdered 
owners,  some  fishing  at  the  Quaker’s  Rounds, 
others  at  the  Oven’s  Mouth  (favourite  places), 
contrasted  with  the  meadows  studded  with 
innumerable  buttercups  and  other  wild  flowers, 
the  whole  formed  a most  picturesque  and  animated 
scene  to  the  contemplative  man.”  Only  imagine 
anglers  troubling  to  powder  their  hair  ; and  con- 
sider, too,  how  Dendy  Sadler,  the  painter  of  the 
modern  “ Pegged-down  Match  ” and  other  angling 
subjects,  would  have  revelled  in  such  a scene  ! 

Later  on,  in  the  year  1854,  the  same  water 
drew  from  the  Rev.  J.  Martin  the  following  state- 
ment : “ It  contains  some  very  good  swims  for 
roach,  barbel,  gudgeon,  perch,  chub,  carp,  &c., 
and  some  very  good  haunts  for  jack.  We  have 
seen  in  the  water  about  the  bridge  as  many  large 
fish  of  various  kinds  as  would  have  filled  a town 
cart  ; and  on  the  shallows  in  the  month  of  April 
roach  by  thousands  when  they  were  spawning. 
A good  number  of  barbel  and  jack,  and  a great 
many  roach  and  dace,  are  taken  here  every 
season.”  Some  twenty  years  or  so  later  still, 
Greville  Fennell,  in  his  “ Rail  and  the  Rod,” 
favourably  mentioned  this  water,  from  which, 
too,  the  veteran,  J.  Woodard,  has  made  some 
remarkable  catches,  especially  of  carp. 

Of  the  next  ancient  subscription  fishery  to  this, 
Salter  wrote : “ The  Horse  and  Groom,  Lea 
Bridge,  being  so  short  a distance  from  the  metro- 
polis (about  three  miles  and  a half  only),  induces 
the  lovers  of  angling  and  rural  scenery  often  to 
visit  the  house,  which  may  be  done  with  little 
expense,  either  of  time  or  money;  the  Clapton 
stages  coming  within  half  a mile  of  Lea  Bridge 
every  hour  of  the  day,  from  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  till  eight  at  night,  thereby  enabling  the 
London  angler  to  enjoy  his  favourite  amusement 
for  a few  hours  daily,  when  he  would  otherwise  be 
deprived  from  the  distance  of  other  water.”  Again 
italics  are  employed  to  mark  the  contrast  between 
the  past  and  the  present. 

“The  water  extends  about  a mile,  running 
through  Leyton  and  Hackney  marshes ; and 
perhaps  no  mile  of  the  River  Lea  contains  more 
fish  or  a greater  variety.  The  carp  in  particular 
are  remarkably  fine,  and  but  few,  I believe,  are 
to  be  met  with  in  any  other  part  of  the  River 
Lea.  There  are  numerous  deep  holes,  swims, 
eddies,  and  scours  in  this  water,  known  by  the 
names  of  the  Half-moon,  Broad  Swim,  the  Potato 
Hole,  Clark’s  Ditch,  Johnson’s  Swim,  the  Friends, 
&c.  There  are  several  salmon  in  this  part  of  the 
River  Lea,  which  frequently  disturb  the  quiet 
angler  when  fishing  for  roach.  A fine  carp, 
weighing  8|lb.,  was  taken  in  this  water,  at 
Clark’s  Ditch,  in  1815,  by  Mr.  Coe ; and  a salmon 
trout,  weighing  111b.,  by  Mr.  Brown.  The  bait 
for  the  carp  was  a small  piece  of  greaves  and  a 
red  worm,  the  hook  a No.  10,  double  wire.  The 


trout  was  taken  with  a lob- worm  and  a ledger 
line,  at  the  mill  tail.”  Salter  also  records  that 
ho  took  from  this  water,  with  a trolling-rod, 
ledger  line,  and  a No.  1 hook  on  gimp,  the  largest 
fish  ever  taken  by  angling  in  the  River  Lea, 
namely,  a salmon  weighing  ‘281b. ! 

The  Rev.  J.  Martin  also  wrote  very  favourably 
of  this  water,  and  added,  “ There  will  shortly  be 
another  tumbling  bay  made  in  this  water,  which 
will  be  a further  acquisition ; and  the  East  London 
Water  Company  will  obtain  their  water  by  a cut 
from  Ponders  End  very  shortly,  and  not  from  the 
water  in  this  locality,  which  will  be  an  improve- 
ment to  this  fishery.  The  railway  station  is 
within  a few  minutes’  walk  of  it.”  That  railway 
station  appears  to  mark  the  commencement  of 
the  great  invasion  of  the  peace  and  seclusion  of 
the  old  and  prolific  Lea  fisheries,  and  the  efface- 
ment  of  the  quiet,  steady-going  Clapton  stages. 
Many  enthusiasts,  too,  with  good  reason,  consider 
that  all  “ cuts  ” into  angling  streams  by  water 
companies  are  equally  unkind. 

Clayr  Kenwal. 

(To  be  continued.) 


MESSRS.  KING,  MALCOM,  & CO. 

Anglers  will  remember  the  first-rate  exhibit 
of  fishermen’s  waterproofs,  waders,  &c.,  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster,  by  the  above 
firm.  At  a recent  visit  to  the  Coaching  Exhibition 
we  noticed  that  Messrs.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co., 
of  19,  Leicester-square,  were  still  to  the  fore  with 
a splendid  assortment  of  waterproofs,  which, 
though  primarily  intended  for  “whips,”  would 
be  quite  as  useful  to  our  readers  ; for  instance, 
the  Selby  coats  and  aprons,  which  are  quite 
unique  and  at  the  same  time  thoroughly 
practical  in  design,  would  be  very  suitable 
for  fishermen,  as  being  cut  “ full  ” they  shed 
the  water  very  freely.  Glancing  through  their 
catalogue,  we  notice  their  excellent  wading 
trousers,  the  tanned  angola.  Experience  has 


taught  us  that  these  never  split  at  the  fork,  and 
that  consequently  no  leather  is  required.  This  is 
a most  valuable  feature,  and  one  which  every 
angler  can  realise  the  importance  of.  The  Freke 
fishing  bag,  which  has  a removable  porous  back 
that  can  be  boiled,  is  the  perfection  of  fishing 
bags  ; whilst  the  ladies’  fishing  stockings  meet  a 
long  felt  want  at  a very  small  cost  considering 
the  comfort  obtained.  One  of  the  most  useful 
garments  made  by  this  firm  is  the  Macfarlane 
Inverness  overcoat.  This  is  in  light  weight  and 
single  texture,  whilst  the  covering  tweed  is  so 
well  woven  that  it  is  impossible  to  detect  that  it 
is  a waterproof.  For  camping  out,  their  ground 
sheets,  which  are  well  eyeletted  and  will  save 
many  a touch  of  rheumatics  or  worse  complaints, 
are  remarkably  cheap,  as  are  also  their  “ oil 
skins,”  which  can  be  had  in  both  yellow  or  black, 
and  which  are  a complete  protection  in  both 
yachting  and  boat  fishing.  Those  of  our  readers 
who  may  patronise  this  firm  will  find  quality, 
style,  and  fit  combined  with  reasonable  prices. 
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FISHING  IN  NORFOLK. 

Br  an  Anoleh  Canoeist. 

(Continued  from  pagey'27.) 


lie  lias  «hown  no  intention  of  departing  from,  and 
in  which  it  is  somewhat  of  a pity  that  a larger 
number  of  anglers  do  not  concur. 

Fly-fishing  for  roach  and  rudd  is  by  no  means 


The  sketch  enumerated  in  the  preceding 
chapter  is  hy  no  means  a mere  fanciful  one, 
but  ono  reminiscence  among  many  ol  days  which 
tho  writer  has  en  joyed  hy  pursuing  this  method 
of  angling.  It  must  not  be  imagined  lor  an 
instant  that  wo  intend  tho  inference  to  bo  drawn 
that  lly-fishing  for  coarse 
fish  is  any  novelty,  theoreti- 
cally at  any  rato,  to  a very 
great  number  of  anglers. 

But  tho  thoory  seems  but 
rarely  put  in  practice  (with 
an  exception  perhaps  in  tho 
case  of  chub),  although 
anglers  who  try  it  will  soon 
declare  in  favour  of  the  fly 
for  obtaining  the  really  most 
enjoyable  form  of  coarse 
fishing.  In  point  of  mere 
numbers  of  fish  taken  it  is 
true  that  the  results  of 
fly-fishing  will  frequently 
(though  certainly  not  invari- 
ably) prove  inferior;  but 
this  will  in  tho  opinion  of 
many  be  amply  compensated 
by  the  enjoyment  of  the 
exercise  of  a higher  form  of 
angling  skill,  coupled  with 
the  gratification  of  hooking 
and  killing  heavy  roach  or 

rudd  in  fair  numbers  with  the  lightest  of  fly- 
rods  and  the  finest  of  fly  casts  and  running 
tackle.  The  sport  that  any  particular  fish  affords 
the  angler  is  only  in  a relative  proportion  to  the 
fineness  and  lightness  of  the  rod  and  tackle 
employed,  though  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say 
there  is  a reasonable  limit  even  in  the  direction 
of  “ fine  fishing,”  and  one  would  scarcely  con- 
sider it  anything  less  than  quixotic  to  fish  for 
pike  with  a roach  rod  and  drawn  gut.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  surely  little  true  sport  can  attach 
to  the  hauling  in  of  stones 
weight  of  small  roach  and 
limp  bream  flats  with  a heavy 
rod  and  coarse  bream  tackle. 

Such  fish  are  simply  useless 
for  any  purpose  save  that  of 
weighing-in  at  some  angling 
competition,  and  in  too  many 
instances  have  we  come  upon 
hundreds  of  them  lying  in 
festering  heaps  upon  the 
banks — fiung  there  to  rot. 

This  is  somewhat  a diver- 
gence from  the  subject  of  fly- 
fishing for  coarse  fish,  but  it 
is  naturally  suggested  by 
the  extreme  contempt  with 
which  many  very  conserva- 
tive though  otherwise  capable 
anglers  receive  any  reference 
to  the  subject.  We  recollect 
the  broad  and  expansive  smile 
which  overspread  the  coun- 
tenance of  a worthy  and 
withal  skilful  farmer-angler 
when  asked  for  permission  to 
have  a few  casts  over  a sheet 
of  water  belonging  to  him, 
abundantly  stocked  with  fine 
rudd  and  roach. 

“You  can’t  catch  ’em  that 
way — there  aren’t  any  fish 
that’ll  take  a fly,  ’ceptin’  trout 
and  such  like,”  he  emphatic- 
ally declared,  while  one  or 
two  rustics  on  the  bank 
indulged  in  a snigger  at 
“ that  fule  of  a little  pole,  wi’  them  funna’  lukin’ 
fly-hooks.” 

The  good  man  very  quickly  changed  his  opinion 
when  he  saw  fish  after  fish  come  with  a rush  to 
the  little  Black  Gnats,  and  he  became  a convert 
thenceforth  to  the  theory  of  fly-fishing,  though 
declining  to  emulate  its  practice,  averring  that 
“ that  was  what  he  called  real  pretty  sport  and  a 
treat  to  watch — and  always  gave  a man  something 
to  do,  at  any  rate,  even  if  the  fish  didn’t  bite 
well  ! ” an  opinion  which  up  to  the  present  time 


limited  to  " pulkH,”  nor  is  its  practice  restricted 


to  those  anglers  who  are  enabled  to  have  tho  use 
of  a canoe,  or  possibly  Berthon  boat.  It  can  be 
practised  with  killing  effect  in  the  shallower  and 
weedier  parts  of  lakes,  meres,  or.  the  larger 
Norfolk  broads,  from  a small  rowing  boat  or, 
preferably,  if  such  a craft  can  be  hired  or 


An  Eel  Settee’s  Hut. 

borrowed,  a small  yacht’s  dinghy,  the  latter  being 
propelled  by  a single  scull  worked  astern.  Long 
casting,  though  always  effective,  is  not  so  much 
of  a necessity  as  care  and  silence  in  approaching 
the  rising  fish,  and  it  is  desirable  not  to  stand  up 
if  it  can  be  possibly  avoided.  Mooring  poles 
should  not  be  used  if  they  can  be  dispensed  with, 
a weight  of  reasonable  dimensions  attached  to  a 
good  length  of  stout  cord  is  by  far  the  best 
method  of  anchoring.  The  best  hours  and  season 
are  the  last  few  before  sunset  in  June  and  July, 


Wroxham  Bridge. 


though  roach  and  rudd  take  the  fly  till  well  on  in 
September  if  the  weather  is  mild  and  moist. 
After  a thundershower  is  frequently  a good  time 
to  take  the  heaviest  fish  if  the  sun  has  not  come 
cut  too  brightly  again.  In  rivers  where  there  is 
the  shallow  mouth  of  a dyke  or  stream,  or  a 
shallow  margin,  good  fish  will  be  taken,  but  it  is 
not  of  much  use  to  cast  the  deeper  water,  unless 
however  the  fish  are  seen  steadily  rising  there. 
The  practice  of  “ surface  baiting  ” {i.e.  throwing 
pioces  of  broad,  &c.,  to  draw  the  fish  to  the 


(surface),  as  mentioned  in  a very  able  article 
which  recently  appeared  in  the  h'whin'j  Gazette, 
is  seldom  productive  of  really  good  sport, 
not  only  our  account  of  the  wind  or  current 
driving  the  bread  to  a distance,  but  by  reason  of 
its  attracting  hordes  of  small  fry,  who  carry  the 
bread  hither  and  thither  by  their  “ dabblings,  and 
in  their  turn  often  attract  perch  or  jack.  It  is  a 
dilemma  which  has  very  frequently  occurred  to 
us  to  have  a small  roach  seized  by  a voracious 
jack  (occasionally  when  actually  on  the  point  of 
lifting  the  roach  out  of  the 
water),  and  one  which,  with 
a fly  rod  and  drawn  gut 
tackle,  is  to  be  decidedly 
avoided,  generally  resulting 
in  over-straining  the  rod 
and  losing  a good  cast. 

Although  this  branch  of 
fly  fishing  is  a subject 
which  has  of  late  been  much 
more  under  the  considera- 
tion of  anglers  in  general 
than  formerly,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  is  far  less 
pursued  than  it  deserves. 
Our  plea  for  its  more  general 
adoption  is  that  it  is  a much 
higher  and  more  scientific 
form  of  so-called  “ coarse 
fishing”;  that  it  is  undeni- 
ably the  most  independent 
and  also  most  cleanly 
method,  and  can  be  readily 
acquired  and  enjoyed  as  an 
adjunct  to  bottom  fishing  by 
most  anglers,  at  times  when  various  conditions  of 
sun,  wind,  water  (and  not  least  of  all,  weeds)  render 
bottom  fishing  totally  unprofitable— that  it  is 
comparatively  inexpensive,  as  only  one  class  ot 
fly  need  be  employed  (the  Black  Gnat,  Goch-y- 
bondhu,  and  similar  types),  and  renders  the 
angler  independent  of  worms,  gentles,  bait  cans, 
ground-bait,  and  such  like  impedimenta— and 
that  it  is  the  nearest  approach  to  the  fascinating 
art  of  trout  fishing  which  anglers  with  limited 
means,  who  live  in  a district  of  slow  rivers 
and  meres,  broads,  lakes,  or 
streams,  can  be  enabled  to 
enjoy.  Wfi  claim  no  particular 
originality  in  the  foregoing 
sketch  and  subsequent  re- 
marks, but  if  they  are  the 
means  of  causing  only  one 
member  of  the  angling 
brotherhood  to  add  a fresh 
source  of  pleasure  to  those 
with  which  he  already  is 
acquainted  we  shall  feel  we 
have  not  traced  these  lines 
on  the  subject  entirely  in 
vain.  

A Few  More  Words  about 
the  Bure. 

There  are  two  fish,  which, 
although  deserving  of  much 
study  from  anglers  on  account 
of  their  sporting  capabilities, 
excellence  on  the  table,  and 
decidedly  handsome  appear- 
ance, appear  to  receive  but 
little  attention  from  the 
majority  of  the  wielders  of 
rodL  and  line,  namely,  tench 
and  carp.  As  regards  the 
carp,  this  negligence  of  his 
claims  upon  the  average 
fisherman’s  consideration  is 
undoubtedly  unavoidably  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  in 
general  found  in  private  lakes 
or  ornamental  waters,  and 
when  of  large  size  is  so 
intensely  shy  and  suspicious  a fish,  that  anglers 
who  have  the  entree  of  such  places  seldom  care 
to  go  to  the  expenditure  of  time  and  patience 
involved  in  his  capture.  Carp  are  extremely 
peculiar  in  their  tastes  and  habits,  and  also  seem 
very  indifferent  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water 
they  inhabit,  often  turning  up  in  the  most  un- 
expected places.  We  have  seen  a 51b.  fish  taken 
from  a shallow  rapid  brook  running  through  a 
private  garden,  though  it  was  utterly  unaccount- 
able how  he  got  there,  and  also  another  largo 


July  7,  2894] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


9 


specimen  from  a deep  and  swift  mill  pool. 
This  last  - named  fish  had  already  broken 
away  with  several  yards  of  line,  and  was  re- 
captured a few  days  later  by  an  angler  whose 
line  became  firmly  entangled  in  the  broken  one 
trailing  behind  tho  fish.  Pursuing  same  con- 
nection, but  as  a contrast  to  this,  we  some  years 
ago  happened  upon  a small  horse-pond  lying  in  a 
hollow  below  some  farm  buildings,  the  water  of 
which  was  a dark  green  colour,  and  so  thick  that 
the  bottom  was  not  discernible  whore  only  an 
inch  or  two  deep  (receiving  also  all  the  farmyard 
drainage),  yet  this  wretched  puddle  absolutely 
swarmed  with  thousands  of  small  carp  of  beauti- 
ful colour  and  condition,  which  we  caught  in 
scores,  for  bait,  with  paste,  they  absolutely 
declining  to  look  at  red  worm.  Further 
away  in  a cornfield  at  the  bottom  of  a deep 
hollow,  shadowed  by  an  oak  tree  or  two,  was 
another  puddle,  and  when  the  fierce  heat  of  the 
summer  of  that  year  dried  it  up — hey  presto  ! — 
there  were  revealed  one  or  two  big  carp  of  21b.  or 
31b.  weight  lying  in  the  mud.  How  these  fish 
came  to  be  in  such  a wildly  improbable  spot 
remained  a mystery ; the  farm  lads  could  give 
no  explanation,  though  they  were  ready  enough 
to  catch  them  either  by  hook  and  line,  or  in  a 
“ skep.”  We  caught  so  many,  that  at  last  we 
took  to  stocking  other  ponds  in  the  neighbour- 
hood with  them  ; but  unhappily  these  budding 
aspirations  for  pisciculture  were  checked  by  a 
change  of  residence  to  another  district,  and  the 
5-pounders,  which  we  had  fond  anticipations  of 
securing  at  a future  date  in  these  ponds,  have 
not  yet  fallen  victims  to  our  rods — and  we  con- 
siderably fear  never  will  — and  nothing  has 
hitherto  been  seen  of  them.  Possibly  they  may 
have  become  extinct,  in  the  mysterious  manner 
which  Izaak  Walton  commented  upon  some  two 
hundred  or  so  years  ago,  as  being  a peculiarity 
of  this  fish. 

Carp  are  splendid  fighters  when  hooked,  and, 
as  long  light  rods  and  exceptionally  fine  tackle 
are  requisite  for  the  capture  of  large  fish  of  this 
species,  they  require  an  exercise  of  the  utmost 
skill  in  handling  to  bring  to  the  bank.  Of  their 
delicacy  on  the  table  it  is  needless  to  speak.  We 
may  very  safely  assume  that  the  old  monks 
knew  what  was  good  — and  where  a carp 
pond  could  be  secured  for  a monastery,  the 
opportunity  was  very  seldom  overlooked  by 
those  worthy  old  gormandisers.  Indeed,  in 
reference  to  the  puddles  mentioned  above  it 
more  than  once  occurred  to  us  they  might 
be  some  relic  of  those  almost  forgotten  ages, 
they  being  situated  not  far  from  some  very 
old  ruins,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  several 
churches. 

In  passing  from  the  subject  of  carp  it  may  just 
be  remarked  that  where  the  angler  has  oppor- 
tunities for  seeking  these  fish,  and  is  not  adverse 
to  rising  at  three  or  four  in  the  morning  (as  they 
rarely  bite  freely  in  the  brighter  parts  of  the 
day)  in  order  to  tackle  them  in  their  fastnesses, 
he  will  probably  find  his  exertions  very  well  repaid 
by  the  sport  to  be  derived  in  fishing  for  them. 

Probably  because  he  is  very  similar  in  tastes, 
choice  of  habitation,  and  general  characteristics 
(other  than  form  and  colouring),  the  teflch 
apparently  shares  a reputation  for  shyness  and 
cunning  only  second  to  that  of  the  carp.  This, 
however,  is  not  entirely  the  case.  From  close 
observation  of  their  ways,  it  would  seem  that 
the  tench  fails  to  take  the  angler’s  bait  rather 
from  pure  indifference  or  laziness  than  from 
any  particular  shyness  of  disposition.  When  really 
on  the  feed  they  will  bite  greedily  enough,  but 
we  are  inclined  to  think  that  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  waters  they  inhabit  the  food  supply  is  so 
extremely  abundant  that  the  fish  are  but  seldom 
really  hungry  enough  to  be  tempted  into  any  very 
active  demonstration  of  feeding.  They  are  also, 
in  spite  of  their  mud-grovelling  and  rooting 
propensities,  marvellously  sensitive  to  any  atmo- 
spheric influences,  and  in  many  ponds  will  neither 
bite  nor  even  make  any  appearance  for  days 
together,  when  suddenly  some  subtle  influence 
seems  to  be  set  at  work  which  drives  them  to 
ravenous  hunger,  bringing  them  in  dozens 
toward  the  banks  almost  to  the  angler’s  very  feet, 
and  a sensational  haul  will  take  place.  One  is 
never  altogether  sure  of  them — at  one  time  they 
will  feed  greedily  before  a thunderstorm,  another 
time  in  the  very  middle  of  the  day. 

(To  be  continued.) 


&cotcfy  ilotcs. 

By  Mac. 

At  present  when,  for  a time  at  least,  it  seems 
the  rain  has  given  over,  the  rivers  of  many 
districts  are  running  low  and  clear.  The  weather, 
too,  is  calm  and  bright.  In  consequence  the 
migratory  Salmonidse  are  not  keen  on  running 
during  the  daytime.  They  mostly  incline  to 
creep  up  at  night,  and  just  when  darkness  is 
setting  in.  The  sea  trout  are  the  most  shy  and 
wary  of  all.  Grilse  run  to  some  extent,  and 
salmon  fairly  well  in  low  clear  waters,  when 
there  is  a good  stiff  breeze  and  dark  clouds 
during  the  daytime,  but  sea  trout,  unless  the 
current  is  strong  and  deep,  hardly  move  in  any 
numbers  until  nightfall.  Then  wherever  they 
are  numerous  they  go  up  in  shoals,  which  practi- 
cally cease  before  daylight  has  fully  declared 
itself.  It  may  have  been  noticed  that  in  clear 
water  the  fish  generally  swim  deep,  while  during 
floods  they,  as  a rule,  keep  high,  or  much  nearer 
the  surface.  In  smooth  water  their  wake  is  quite 
observable.  Whilst  on  the  run,  and  when  they 
show  by  leaping  out  of  the  water  soon  after 
leaving  the  tideway,  there  are  conditions  that 
most  account  for  this ; for  example,  streaked 
grey  days  without  sunshine,  and  scuds  of  wind 
which  ripple  portions  of  the  surface,  and  leave 
calm  bits  here  and  there,  in  which  latter  it  will 
be  noticed  that  the  spring  or  leap  is  oftenest 
made. 


The  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock  Fishers  scored 
well  at  their  last  turn-out  in  club  competition 
with  rod  and  line,  held  some  days  ago,  on  the  i 
rocks  between  Aberdeen  and  Stonehaven.  They 
found  fish  of  several  of  the  common  sorts  very 
plentiful,  albeit  the  sizes  in  general  were  nothing 
to  boast  of.  However,  a fine  fishing  day  and  fine 
feeding  fish  made  the  amateurs  stick  in  hard, 
and  when  the  weighing-in  at  night  came  about  it 
was  found  that  a good  number  of  them  had 
baskets  of  between  301b.  and  501b.,  the  latter 
figure  being  reached  by  the  prizeman  for  the 
heaviest  take. 


The  giant  salmon  of  the  back-end  are  now 
having  a look  in  on  the  coast.  Most  of  them  at 
present  are  no  doubt  roaming  far  afield,  so  to 
speak,  but  still  numbers,  as  proved  by  the  netting, 
are  making  for  the  inshore  waters  in  quest  of 
their  native  rivers.  One  of  the  heaviest  ever 
landed  in  the  north  of  Scotland  was  got  by  the 
salmon  fishers  at  Berriedale,  Caithness,  the  other 
day.  It  was  a beautifully  formed  fish,  and  will 
probably  be  stuffed,  since,  as  was  thought,  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  in  whose  sea  salmon  fishery 
district  it  was  got,  would  likely  wish  to  become 
custodian  of  it.  This  splendid  salmon  measured 
4ft.  6Jin.  in  length,  2ft.  bin.  in  girth,  had  13in. 
tail  breadth,  and  weighed  621b. 


A correspondent  writes  : “ The  question 
whether  the  large  feathery  May- flies,  used  as  dry 
floating  flics  in  England  under  the  name  of 
drakes,  are  any  use  in  Scotland,  has  been  deci- 
sively settled  by  an  angler  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Aberdeen.  Although  the  May-fly  there  is 
never  ‘ up,’  he  courageously  put  his  artificial 
specimen  ‘ down  ’ — that  is,  sunk  it — in  order  to 
see  what  he  would  see.  Owing  to  the  sultry 
weather,  anglers  on  all  hands  had  been  using  the 
smallest  midge  flies,  and  getting  next  to  nothing. 
Purely  as  an  experiment,  he  attached  this  fly, 
dressed  on  a hook  more  than  half  an  inch  long, 
fat  yellow  chenille  body,  and  two  great  whole 
drake  feathers  dyed  yellow  for  wings — an  object 
for  the  knowing  ones  to  laugh  at,  but  certainly 
not  a thing  any  self-respecting  angler  would 
risk  his  reputation  by  letting  himself  be  seen  to 
try.  Three  gentlemen  had  fished  most  of  the 
day  for  ten  trout  amongst  them  before  the  arrival 
of  the  innovator,  who  withdrew  to  a discreet 
distance  to  try  his  absurdity  in  secret,  being 
naturally  of  a bashful  disposition.  At  curfew 
toll  the  innovator’s  score  stood  at  nine  fair,  fat, 
full-fed  fish,  that  of  the  three  others  still  adhered 
fixedly  to  ten  among  the  lot.  The  rash  experi- 
menter began  to  think  that  his  foolishness  was 
nearly  justified,  and  since  then  has  confirmed  j 
this  feeling  by  success  on  Dee,  Don,  and  dams,  | 
with  the  same  fly.  Truly,  the  wonders  of  angling  I 
will  never  cease ; but  the  worst  foolishness  con- 


nected with  it  seems  to  be  the  idea  that  the 
‘ taking  fly’  has  been  settled  for  place  and  circum- 
stance by  the  accepted  usance  of  the  wise  ones  of 
the  neighbourhood.”  

Stretches  of  the  rivers  Conon  and  Black- 
water  in  Ross-sbire  have  been  rented  for  the 
recreation  of  their  salmon  angling  guests  by  the 
two  leading  hotels  at  Strathpeffer,  the  fashion- 
able watering-place  of  the  North  of  Scotland. 
It  is  usually  in  July  that  sport  with  grilse  on  the 
two  rivers  in  question  is  best. 


Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes: — “I 
haven’t  seen  a cloud  in  the  heavens  since  a week, 
and  this  terribly  bright  weather  as  you  may 
imagine  is  not  in  favour  of  our  fishing.  I am  to 
have  a cast  on  Crosspuil  to-night  for  the  silvery 
trout  as  there  is  a nice  breeze,  but  it  is  so  bright 
that  I believe  that  I will  have  to  stop  up  all 
night  at  it,  and  use  flies  which  you  could  hardly 
see.  It’s  a stiff  job  deluding  Crosspuil  trout  in 
bright  weather.  Anglers  coming  here  for  the 
sea  trout  trolling  should  have  the  triangle  tackle 
and  hooks,  clear  or  brown.  I don’t  like  the  hooks 
black  or  blue.  There  is  no  sport  on  the  Dionard 
river  yet,  the  fish  not  running  up  (except  a few 
sea  trout  at  night)  owing  to  the  bright  weather 
and  low  state  of  the  water.  There  is  a blue 
phantom  2in.  long,  which  the  sea  trout  are  taking 
well  on  the  kyle  this  year  ; also  a spoon  bait 
l|in.,  “Archer”  2in.,  or  the  pin  with  spring 
tides  are  doing  well.  These  tides  are  now 
commenced,  and  no  doubt  they  will  bring 
on  sport  immensely.  I fished  the  kyle  a 
short  time  yesterday,  and  caught  seven  fine  sea 
trout,  which  turned  the  scale  at  16f  lb. ; largest 
sea  trout,  51b.  All  round  the  water  is  full  of  fish. 
I never  saw  so  many  sea  trout  rising  in  the  kyle 
as  I did  yesterday,  and  the  lobster  fishermen  say 
that  all  round  the  coast,  owing  to  the  dry 
weather  and  the  bright  sunshine,  they  are  seeing 
them  in  quite  astonishing  numbers.  Accordingly, 
I am  sure  that  the  next  batch  of  anglers  on  the 
kyle  will  have  some  rare  fun.  The  last  four  days 
two  gentlemen,  fishing  their  boat,  had  thirty  sea 
trout  on  the  kyle,  weighing  541b.” 

Latterly  the  weather  has  not  been  conducive 
to  good  sport  being  obtained  on  Esk  and  Annan 
and  other  Solway  rivers.  For  the  most  part  it 
has  been  much  too  bright.  However,  occasion- 
ally conditions  have  proved  fairly  right,  and 
anglers  have  made  some  good  kills  of  sea  trout 
and  yellow  trout.  The  sea  trout  are  a good  size, 
averaging  quite  lib.,  but  the  yellow  trout  are 
small — nothing  better,  as  a rule,  than  three  or 
four  to  the  pound.  Hopes  are  sanguinely  enter- 
tained that  with  a change  of  weather  there  will 
be  much  better  sport. 

Two  well-known  gentlemen  of  the  fraternity 
were  up  before  Sheriff  Robertson  in  the  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  on  Friday  of  last  week,  charged 
with  having  at  half-past  twelve  that  morning 
fished  or  attempted  to  fish  in  the  Don,  near  Drum- 
lachie  Bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Towie,  for  trout  by 
means  of  a net.  They  pleaded  guilty.  The  sheriff 
said  the  form  of  poaching  of  which  accused  had 
been  guilty  was  very  objectionable.  It  was  very 
common,  and  the  result  was  that  all  the  rivers 
round  about  large  towns  such  as  Aberdeen  were 
gradually  being  cleared  of  trout.  For  another 
thing,  it  was  rarely  detected,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  detect.  The  principal  people  whom  their 
poaching  hits  were  mostly  poor  people  whose 
amusement  was  trout  fishing,  and  who  lost  that 
amusement  altogether  when  the  trout  were 
cleared  out  of  the  river  by  such  as  accused.  For 
these  reasons,  he  thought  their  case  was  worse 
than  the  case  of  a man  who  occasionally  took  a 
salmon.  He  imposed  on  each  a fine  of  30s.,  with 
£1  Is.  of  expenses,  the  alternative  being  ten  days 
in  prison.  Payment  was  ordered  to  be  made 
within  twenty-four  hours. 


The  first  grilse  of  the  year  to  the  rod  on  Loch 
Awe — a beauty  of  81b. — was  caught  on  Monday 
last. 


Loch  Ericht,  Dalwhinnie,  away  in  the  heights 
of  the  Grampian  range,  which  is  a nice  loch  for 
trout,  and  one  of  the  best  in  Scotland  for  Salmo 
ferox,  is  meantime,  as  for  some  time  past  it  has 
been,  fishing  remarkably  well. 
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S I’OBT  with  Hal moii  and  grilse  on  tho  River 
Navor,  in  Sutherlandshire,  Htill  continues,  but 
recently  it  has  not  boon  doing  ho  well. 


I r iH  reported  that  a salmon  Of  601b.  woiglit 
waH  caught  on  Monday  week  on  tho  Tay,  near 
Perth,  at  Messrs,  l’owrio’s  fishings. 


A CAPITAL  COFFEE  POT. 


Wk  have  recently  tested  a coffee  pot  submitted 
to  us  by  tho  Military  Equipment  Stores  and 
Tortoise  Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  61,  Pall  Mall,  and  of 
which  wo  give  an  illustration  ; and  we  have  to 
report  that  with  this  apparatus  was  made  some 
of  tho  most  delicious  coifeo  we  have  ever  tasted. 


At  present  perch  are  being  found  both  in  1 weed 
and  Deo.  IIow  got  they,  or  how  have  they  got, 
thoro  P is  tho  question. 

Quite  lately  first  rate  sport  with  grilse  and 
sea  trout  has  been  tho  order  of  the  day  on  Loch 
Hhiol.  It  thus  is  proved  that  the  discontinuance 
of  thenettingis  working  wonders  in  bettering  the 
angling  on  this  fine  and  pleasingly  wild  Highland 
loch.  

On  Tweed  at  present  the  trouting  is  only  mid- 
dling, taking  it  all  over,  yet  in  some  districts, 
tho  higher  in  particular,  it  is  pretty  good. 
Between  Kelso  and  Melrose  ono  or  two  salmon 
and  grilse  are  occasionally  got,  but  this  summer, 
as  for  summers  past,  this  sort  of  sport  on  the  old 
border  river  appears  to  be  sadly  at  a discount. 

Within  the  last  fortnight  anglers  on  the 
Sligachan  river  in  Skye  secured  several  gratify- 
ing” takes  of  fine  large  sea  trout,  in  addition  to 
an  occasional  grilse. 

Some  rattling  big  sea  trout  are  being  got  by 
anglers  on  the  Kyle  of  Tongue  in  Sutherland- 
shire. 


Tiie  sport  with  trout  on  the  lovely  Loch 
Katrine  by  anglers  out  from  Stronachlachar 
Hotel  keeps  up  remarkably  well. 


From  a contemporary  we  quote  that  fine  trout 
fishing  has  been  got  on  the  Tay  during  the  last 
ten  days.  Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  fishing  the  Stanley 
water  for  two  hours,  got  thirteen  trout,  weighing 
161b. ; he  has  also  killed  several  sea  trout,  some 
of  them  over  21b.  Mr.  Henderson,  High-street, 
Perth,  fishing  yesterday  morning  opposite  the 
South  Inch, " killed  a beautiful  yellow  trout, 
weighing  5flb.  The  whole  of  the  Tay  is  teeming 
with  large  trout.  The  increase  is  thought  to  be 
the  results  of  the  heavy  floods  in  spring  bringing 
them  down  out  of  the  large  tributaries. 

Much  the  best  sea  trout  lochs  for  sport  in  the 
North  of  Scotland  are  Loch  Hope  and  Loch 
Stack  in  Sutherlandshire.  In  July  they  usually 
fish  best,  and  July  is  the  best  month  for  them 
when  the  rivers  which  their  surplus  water  forms 
are  running  fresh,  and  a height  to  encourage  the 
fish  to  push  freely  forward.  Both  lochs  are  let 
with  shootings.  In  the  former  the  sea  trout  are 
a better  average— in  the  latter  more  numerous. 


Few  liquors  are  more  acceptable  to  anglers  at 
times  than  a cup  of  coffee,  but  the  coffee 
made  in  many  English  homes  or  by  the  river- 
side is  not  good.  The  usual  method  adopted 
is  to  “ wet  ” the  coffee  with  boiling  water 
and  then  let  the  liquor  simmer,  with  a more  or 
less  unsatisfactory  result ; but  the  most  careless 
person  can  hardly  fail  to  make  good  coffee  if  one 
of  these  pots  be  used  after  the  following  manner. 

Pour  into  the  lower  compartment  as  much 
water  as  will  make  the  required  number  of 
“ cups  ” of  coffee,  and  then  place  in  the  upper 
compartment  as  much  dry  freshly  ground  coffee 
as  will  properly  and  sufficiently  infuse  the 
quantity  of  water  used.  Place  the  pot  on  a clear 
fire,  or  better  still  on  a spirit  stove,  and  let  the 
water  continue  to  boil  until  the  coffee  is  of 
sufficient  strength.  What  takes  place  is  very 


Angling  in  Sutherlandshire  is  now  in  full 
swing,  crowds  of  anglers  thrashing  away  on  most 
of  the  crack  lochs.  Perhaps  from  the  middle  of 
June  to  the  middle  of  July  is  the  cream  of  the 
season  for  the  really  good  lochs  nearly  all  round. 
Amongst  the  lochs  to  which  I would  direct 
the  attention  of  anglers,  and  which  I think  are 
about  the  best  for  sport  with  trout  of  good  size 
and  unexcelled  quality,  are  Loch  Graggie  and 
Loch  Beannoch,  near  Lairg ; Loch  Grudy  and 
Glas-loch  in  the  Strath  Brora  district;  Loch 
Seyc,  near  Reay ; Loch  Slettil,  Loch-na-seilge, 
Loch -n a- Coorach,  and  Loch  Clach-na- frail,  and 
the  adjoining  lochie  in  the  Strath  Ilalladale 
district;  Loch  Liem-na-Claven,  Loch-nan-Guenne, 
Loch  a’Clar  and  Baddan  Loch,  connected  with 
the  Helmsdale  and  in  the  Forsinard  district; 
Loch  Baligall  and  Loch  Cruskach,  in  the  Melvich 
district ; Loch-na-Oaorach  in  the  Farr  district ; 
Loch  Graggie,  Loch  Loyal,  Loch  Slam,  Loch-na- 
Hacoin,  and  Loch  Hal  lam,  in  the  Altnaharra  and 
Tongue  districts  ; Loch  Grosspuil  and  Loch 
Gaisglaeh,  in  the  Durness  district ; Loch  Tarvie 
and  Loch  Ganivah,  in  the  Rhiconich  district; 
Loch  Awe  and  Gillaroo  Loch,  in  the  Inchnadamph 
district ; Loch  Fewen  and  Loch  Shianaskaig,  in 
the  Loch  Inver  district;  Loch  Awe  and  Loch 
Ailsh,  in  the  Altnagallagach  and  Oykel  districts  ; 
Loch  Gracail  and  Loch  Gorr  in  the  Inveran 
district. 


clearly  shown  in  our  illustration.  The  boiling 
water  mounts  up  the  hollow  tube  into  the  upper 
compartment,  and  is  then  distributed  (always  in 
a boiling  condition,  be  it  understood),  by  means  of 
a spray  at  the  top  of  the  tube,  over  the  ground 
coffee  ; it  afterwards  filters  through  the  strainer 
and  mixes  with  the  water  in  the  lower  compart- 
ment, and  this  action  is  continued  until  the 
coffee  is  sufficiently  “cooked.’’  Made  in  this 
manner  and  served  hot  with,  of  course,  hot  milk, 
it  is  indeed  fit  to  set  before  a king.  Those  of  our 
readers  who  care  to  test  it  by  the  riverside  will 
find  that  the  coffee  is  simply  made,  the  coffee- 
pot requires  very  little  attention,  and  in  the 
result  a really  excellent  liquor  is  produced,  even 
without  the  aid  of  hot  milk. 


FROM  THE  SEA. 


The  curiosity  of  a dab  was  the  subject  of  a 
letter  in  last  week’s  Gazette,  and,  as  the  editorial 
note  very  properly  had  it,  fish,  sea  fish  in  par- 
ticular, are  very  given  to  fits  of  inquisitiveness, 
though  I am  not  aware  that  these  are  particularly 
prevalent  during  the  spawning  time.  Curiosity 
is  indeed  characteristic  of  all  fish,  although  I 
have  never  noticed  that  dabs  have  any  particular 
weakness  in  this  direction.  The  Chinese  know 
well  the  curiosity  of  the  brilliant  coloured  fish  ot 


their  seas,  for  they  catch  numbers  of  them  with 
nothing  more  complicated  than  a white  board, 
which  moves  on  a hinge  on  the  boat  s gunwale. 
They  Hail  abroad  on  moonlight  nights,  the  moon 
HhineH  on  tho  white  board,  and  tho  curious  fish 
jump  out  to  see  what  tho  white  thint'  is— and 
stay  with  the  Chinaman  in  his  boat.  Voila  tout . 
Tho  Italians  know  it,  for  they  hang  a fire,  on  the 
gipsy  kettle  principle,  over  tho  boat’s  stern  at 
night,  and  catch  sea  bream,  by  spearing  or  other- 
wise, at  the  surface.  _ ... 

The  octopus  family  are  pre-eminently  inquisi- 
tive, and  to  their  own  cost.  The  Japanese  sink  a 
number  of  empty  tin  pots  on  grounds  known  to 
be  frequented  by  these  creatures,  and  in  a lew 
days  recover  them  with  a goodly  number  of 
octopus  and  cuttle,  which  have  crept  in  out  of 
sheer  curiosity.  And  on  many  parts  of  our  own 
coast  cuttle  fish  ( wanted  for  bait)  are  caught  by 
jigging  among  the  rocks  a piece  of  white  pewter, 
the  cuttle  seizing  it  and  being  hauled  to  the 
surface  before  it  has  quite  realised  the  position 
of  affairs. 

Yes,  sea  fish  are  certainly  curious  above  most 
crea  cd  things,  but  I hardly  think  the  case  under 
notice  was  an  illustration  of  curiosity.  It  is  the 
rule  and  not  the  exception,  even  in  the  case  of 
ground  fish,  for  one  or  more  to  follow  to  the 
surface  a fish  already  hooked ; but  I should  be 
inclined  to  think,  from  having  observed  much 
the  same  performance  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium 
more  than  once,  that  the  other  fish  are  simply 
following  their  friend  in  the  hope  that  he  may  in 
his  haste  to  escape  let  fall  all  or  part  of  the 
mouthful  which  he  was  luckier  (?)  than  them- 
selves in  seizing.  Codlings,  flat  fish,  chad,  ana 
smelts  are  particularly  fond  of  this  form  ot 
competition.  Birds  do  it  as  well. 

I am  frequently  asked  to  name  a few  places 
where  both  sea  and  fresh- water  fishing  can  be 
obtained  within  reasonable  distance.  The  reasons 
for  choosing  such  places  may  vary.  The  angler 
may  prefer  river  fishing,  though  not  unwilling  to 
occasionally  wet  his  line  in  salt  water  by  way  or 
variety.  Or  he  may  be  an  indifferent  sailor  and 
desire  a river  or  lake  within  easy  reach,  so  that 
his  rod  need  not  lie  idle  during  a spell  of  stormy 
weather.  Places  where  good  sport  of  both  kinds 
converge  are  indeed  rare.  . 

The  coarse  fishing  in  the  Norfolk  broads  is  at 
times  excellent,  but  then  the  sea  fishing  at 
Lowestoft  and  Yarmouth  is  often,  especially 
during  the  “broads”  season,  very  indifferent. 
There  is  some  good  fresh-water  fishing  in  August 
and  September  just  above  Christchurch,  Hamp- 
shire ; but  the  salt  water  fishing  cannot  be  relied 
on  much  before  October.  Still,  half  a loaf  is 
better  than  a buffet  sandwich,  so  I may  as  well 
give  a few  places  which  combine  to  some  extent 
the  geographical  requirements  of  the  all-round 
angler,  that  somewhat  imposing  personage  whose 
actual  capabilities  are  often  about  as  vague  as 
those  of  what  is  presumably  his  implement,  the 

all-round  rod  for  fly-fishing,  _ spinning,  bottom- 

fishing,  &c.,  &c.,  complete  in  case,  &e.,  only 
£1  Is. ! 

There  is  no  fresh- water  fishing  worth  mention- 
ing near  Deal  or  Dover.  I believe  there  are  a 
few  fish— though  I never  saw  any— m the  btoun 
but  that  river,  however  admirable,  cannot  be 
called  within  easy  reach  of  either  place,  since 
reaching  it  would  entail  a most  uncomfortable 
tramp  across  miles  of  flats  intersected  with 
ditches  and  dykes,  or  a still  more  comfortless 
change  of  trains.  From  Folkestone,  one  could 
get  a little  coarse  fishing  in  the  Hythe  Ganal ; 
and  indeed,  bad  at  its  best,  it  could  hardly  be 
worse  than  the  harbour  fishing.  Hastings  is  not 
a bad  compromise.  Unless  the  sea  angler  is  so 
ambitious  as  to  insist  on  bass,  a vow  rarely 
gratified  nowadays,  he  may  have  a very  good 
time  with  the  plaice  and  conger;  while  on 
“squeamish”  days  he  can  hie  him  to  YV  mcheJ- 
sea  (about  twenty  minutes’  train),  and  get  a 
permit  to  fish  in  the  river  there.  I have  taken 
some  heavy  carp  here  with  paste.  Or  he  can 
have  a try  after  the  pike  up  at  Pevensey.  But 
let  him  ’ware  the  reported  roach  in  the  baits,. 
Bopeep  ! Eels  there  are  to  distraction,  but  where 
and,  oh,  where  are  the  roach  P Littlehampton  is 
another  good  station  for  combined  operations, 
for  there  are  bass  and  mullet  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Arun,  and  plenty  of  coarse  fish  higher  up. 

Cai>  n Cod. 

(To  be  continued .) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  tho  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kcw. 

'40  •>  Putney.  A(1ll  J75  „ ,,  Richmond. 

j45  ,,  „ Hammersmith.  ^80  ,,  „ Twickenham. 

(50  „ ,,  Barnes.  (85  ,,  ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :—If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
■will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tho  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning. 


Saturday,  July  7 4.50  

Sunday,  „ 8 5.38  

Monday,  ,,  9 0.27  

Tuesday,  ,,  10  7.15  

Wednesday,  ,,  11  8.  4 

Thursday,  „ 12  9.  1 

Friday,  ,,  13  10.  9 


Evening 
....  5.14 
....  6.  2 
....  6.51 
....  7.39 
....  8.31 
....  9.33 
....  10.43 


High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 


Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  7 5.30  5.54 

Sunday,  ,,  8 6.18  6.42 

Monday,  ,,  9 7.  7 7.31 

These  time?  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley  • 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  has  been  a 
falling  off  in  the  capture  of  barbel  owing  to  the  hot,  dry  weather, 
which  has  made  the  river  both  low  and  bright,  and  taken  them  in 
some  places  quite  off  the  feed.  There  has  been  some  additions 
made  to  the  number  of  trout  taken  this  season,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  Shepperton,  Sunbury,  and  Weybridge  reports,  and,  to 
all  appearances,  Major  Terry  is  likely  to  prove  the  champion 
trout  killer,  and  all  good  fish.  The  champion  of  last  year,  Mr. 
Durward  Lely,  has  not  been  able  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Thames 
this  season,  as  he  is  in  another  country,  gaining  hon'ours  and 
distinctions  in  another  direction.  The  reports  from  the  tidal 
portion  of  the  river  above  the  new  lock  are  very  bad,  not  only  in 
regard  to  a scarcity  of  anglers,  but  in  reference  to  the  paucity  of 
sport.  These  are,  however,  early  days  for  tideway  anglers,  as 
there  are  never  any  great  records  of  results  until  later  on,  and 
many  are  speculating  as  to  the  prospects  in  that  portion  of  the 
river  with  the  erection  of  a half  tidal  lock  and  the  holding  up  of 
•the  water.  It  would  be  unwise  to  express  any  opinion  thereon, 
either  favourable  or  unfavourable,  until  experience  has  been 
made  in  that  direction,  and  with  so  few  anglers  at  work  there  has 
not  yet  been  any  test.  In  another  portion  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
I have  called  attention  to  the  forthcoming  river  trip  on  J uly  26, 
which  is  always  considered  a most  enjoyable  day,  and,  not  being 
limited  to  members  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  with  so  spacious  a saloon 
launch,  I shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  those  who  would  like  to 
avail  themselves  of  it  as  early  as  possible. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  upper  waters  of  the  Thames  have 
been  so  terribly  disturbed  by  the  legions  of  boats  bound  for 
“ Royal  Henley,”  that  successful  angling  amid  any  of  the  finny 
tribe  has  been  a matter  of  impossibility,  and  in  very  few  cases  has 
it  been  even  attempted.  I took  a seat  on  board  Messrs.  Meekes 
and  Redknap’s  well  appointed  launch  the  Kestrel  on  Wednesday 
from  Marlow  to  Henley,  and  in  the  whole  nine  miles  did  not  see 
one  solitary  angler  out  in  a punt.  The  water  is  very  bright. — 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames.- Chertsey. — John  Poulter,  in  one  day,  with  Mr. 
E.  Gale  and  friend,  members  of  the  Chertsey  Angling  Association, 
■201b.  of  bream,  and  some  fine  roach  and  dace ; and  another  day, 
some  good  roach  and  bream.  Lotan  Hackett,  during  the  week, 
-twelve  barbel,  four  chub,  and  some  good  roach  and  dace. — B. 

Hampton  Court.— William  Melbourne  says  : “ Through 

the  bright  weather  the  water  has  got  very  low  and  clear,  and 
has  taken  the  barbel  off  the  feed,  but  the  roach  and  dace  are 
feeding  well,  and  we  are  taking  about  ten  dozen  each  day.” — B. 

Kingston. — John  Johnson,  in  the  week,  eighteen  barbel, 

four  jack,  six  chub,  three  brace  of  perch,  and  a few  roach  and 
dace;  and  John  Knight,  thirty  barbel,  ten  jack,  four  chub,  three 
bream,  and  twelve  doxen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Wilkes  and  N. 
Bolton  have  been  doing  well  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  roach  and  dace. — B. 

Lechlade,  Cricklade.  &c — The  river  is  clear, 

shallow,  and  bright,  and  comparatively  little  sport  has  been  had, 
although  some  nice  chub  and  dace  have  been  got  with  the  fly. 
Some  good  roach  and  perch  have  also  been  caught.  At  St. 
John’s  Bridge  a 101b.  barbel  has  been  put  into  the  pool;  it  was 
caught  in  a wheel  net.  A fine  pound  chub  has  also  been  got, 
spinning  with  a small  Devon  minnow. — Rambler. 

Marlow. — The  most  notable  take  since  last  week  is  a 

trout  of  71b.  from  the  weir.  Some  decent  barbel  have  been  had 
here  and  there,  but  nothing  startling.  W.  Coster  and  W.  Lloyd 
report  assorted  bags  of  jack,  perch,  gudgeon,  trout,  barbel,  and 
•chub.  Henley  week  over  and  some  nice  rain  will  put  us  in  good 
order  I think. — C.  L.  Mathews,  Ship  Hotel. 

Shepperton.— George  Rosewell  reports  that  since  his 

last  return  he  has  taken  three  more  trout.  One  day,  with  Mr. 
H.  Francis,  one  of  6Jlb. ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Hills,  one  of  5£lb. ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  George  Palmer,  one  of  61b.  Major 
Terry  has  been  credited  with  another  good  trout,  which  is 
reported  to  be  his  ninth  trout  this  season— B. 

Staines. — John  Keene,  jun.,has  been  out  all  the  week, 

and  done  fairly  well.  One  of  his  best  days  was  with  Mr.  Ward, 
who  caught  five  dozen  roach  and  dace  and  nine  barbel ; and  two 
other  days  with  Mr.  C.  Newbury,  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society— in  one  day  201b.  of  barbel,  and  the  other  day  281b.  of 
barbel,  chub,  and  dace. — B. 

Sunbury. — Mr.  Buck,  fishing  at  the  weir  on  Thursday  in 

last  week,  caught  two  trout  of  equal  size,  and  weighing  together 
51b.  They  are  said  to  be  not  of  the  Thames  species.  Messrs.  T. 
and  A.  Stroud,  during  the  week,  twenty-four  barbel,  twelve  jack, 
the  largest  61b.,  and  a quantity  of  gudgeon  and  perch.  A gentle- 
man and  his  friend,  fishing  one  day  in  one  of  Stroud's  punts,  got 
fourteen  barbel  and  seven  chub.  Herbert,  with  some  gentlemen, 
three  jack,  the  largest  7£lb.,  which  is  being  preserved^ — B. 

Twickenham.*— John  Spong,  in  two  days,  five  barbel, 

•one  brace  of  perch,  and  three  and  a half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Spiers,  one  day,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; and  Samuel 
•Cole,  in  two  days,  eight  barbel  and  a few  roach  and  dace. — B. 

Weybridge.— Mr.  Carehill,  fishing  one  day  with  Herbert 

'Curr,  took  six  chub,  the  largest  5£lb. ; thirteen  barbel,  the  largest 
71b. ; five  and  a half  brace  of  perch,  and  a trout  of  3£lb. — B. 

Windsor  District.— Though  extremely  grand  weather 

Ifor  time  of  year,  the  heat  has  evidently  put  fish  off  the  feed,  as 
•catches  are  few  and  far  between,  though  one  would  expect  that 
with  fine  tackle  and  a suitable  bait  or  lly  the  chub  would  come, 
tout  they  have  not  in  quantity.  One  angler  was  fortunate  enough 


to  tako  four  from  ono  spot,  averaging  31b.  each,  and  another  had 
one  of  2$lb.,  but  tboso  who  havo  been  out  specially  for  thorn 
complain  that  the  chub  are  thoro,  hut  will  look  at  nothing.  A 
very  line  roach  was  picked  up  here  by  Mr.  Hewlett,  of  Eton, 
weighing  21b.  l^ox.,  and  though  to  all  outward  appearance, 
froo  from  disease,  I fancy  it  was  “ova-bound.”  Mr.  Cooper 
has  it  for  preservation,  and  I have  asked  him  to  lot  mo  know. 
Fortunately,  this  club  member  is  one  of  the  right  sort,  or  tho 
roach  prize  might  have  been  settled  for  the  season,  as  it  is  several 
years  since  I weighed  one  over  the  21b.,  which  was  a very  drop- 
sical specimen.  Eels  are  now  running  well,  and  several  fine  ones 
havo  been  caught  by  lwlgoring  with  worm. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholine  District.— It  is  now  too  hot  for  successful 
angling  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  best  sport  is  to  be  had  both 
early  and  late.  A few  more  really  nice  trout  have  been  taken 
from  the  Rase.  The  best  fiies  are  the  Zulu,  Red  Tag,  and  Red 
Spinner.  Mr.  Tillet  took  ono  of  lib.  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Shaw  another 
of  lib.  13oz.  There  arc  also  some  very  fine  dace  in  the  water,  and 
the  sport  of  taking  these  with  fly  is  not  to  be  despised.  One 
member  of  the  club  had  six  tho  other  day,  which  for  size  were 
probably  a record  take. — Tiiomas  Ford. 

Coin  and  Windrush,  &c. — The  trout  on  these  streams, 
since  about  July  1,  have  risen  well  in  the  evening  at  the  Alder, 
Black  and  Bed  Gnats,  and  Spinners.  In  the  daytime  the  fish 
are  simply  unapproachable,  and  the  fly- fisher  only  ventures  out 
towards  sundown.  On  July  2 there  was  a grand  rise  at  this  time 
on  the  Fairford  and  Bibury  waters,  and  the  fish  showed  up  well 
after  the  May-fly  holocaust.  The  water  generally  on  both  Coin 
and  Windrush  is  clear  and  bright,  and  some  rain  must  come 
before  much  sport  can  be  expected  with  the  fly. — Pan. 

Cornish.  Streams. — The  Fowey  people  are  having  some 
good  times  among  the  salmon  and  peal.  There  is  certainly  a 
tremendous  improvement  this  year  in  the  stock  of  fish.  This  is 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  quantity  of  water  and  the  absence  of 
serious  pollution.  One  rod,  Nicholas,  of  Lostwithiel,  has  placed 
to  his  credit  so  far  five  clean-run  salmon  and  over  thirty  sea 
trout.  Mr.  Rashleigh  had  five  peal  on  Wednesday  evening  with 
the  fly,  and  Capt.  Studdy  got  eight  on  the  same  day  in  the  Glynn 
waters.  A clean-run  salmon  of  181b.  was  taken  in  the  tidal 
waters  in  a net.  The  Camel  has  not  been  so  productive,  owing 
probably  to  the  very  clear  water.  A few  small  peal  have  been 
taken,  but  sport  has  been  poor  generally.  Trout  went  well 
during  the  cloudy  days,  and  more  especially  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Bolitho,  fishing  in  Loe  Pool,  near  Helston,  on  Monday,  got  a 
trout  weighing  21b.  5oz.  This  is  the  largest  fario  that  has  been 
caught  in  Loe  Pool,  but  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  in  other 
parts  of  the  county  very  much  larger.  Needless  to  say,  they  are 
very  rare. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales!.— The  river  has  gone  very  low; 
day  fishing  no  good  except  to  those  that  can  use  the  clear  worm 
fishing  up  stream.  Trout  rise  in  the  evening,  late.  Monday  was 
the  first  day  for  grayling  fishing,  and  D.  Roberts  had  some  very 
good  (one  of  21b.  and  two  over  lib.  each),  and  few  trout.  — 
Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  fish  have  not  been  much  on 
the  move  since  the  May-fly  glut;  they  are  beginning  to  show  up 
well  at  the  evening  rise,  however.  Water  was  not  touched,  save 
in^the  smaller  brooks,  by  Monday's  rain. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— A good 
many  sewin  have  been  taken  by  nets  in  the  tidal  waters  during 
the  past  week  in  both  rivers.  They  come  up  with  the  high  spring 
tides,  and  remain  in  the  holes  till  netted,  as  we  have  no  salmon 
passes  for  the  weirs. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — No  heavy  baskets  have  been  made  of 
late.  The  trout  seem  to  have  taken  to  the  deep  water  again,  and 
are  not  easily  caught  either  by  night  or  day.  As  usual  at  this 
time  of  year,  anglers  are  getting  rather  easy  about  trout  fishing, 
and  are  looking  forward  to  the  herlings,  which  are  just  beginning 
to  run.  I venture  to  prophecy  that  there  will  be  an  abundant  crop 
of  these  lively  little  fish  this  year. — Silver  Grey. 

Ellen  (Cumberland).— There  is  every  sign  of  a good  fishing 
season  in  the  waters  of  the  Ehen,  as  lately  a good  number  of 
salmon  have  been  caught,  the  average  weight  being  about  101b 
each.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  taken  from 
the  river. — G. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  river  has  run  low,  and  the  water  is  now 
clear  and  somewhat  dead.  Trout  are  very  shy  and  difficult  to 
catch.  The  takes  have  been  very  small  indeed,  there  being  no 
individual  catch  worth  recording.  A great  many  salmon  and 
salmon  trout  have  got  up  the  river,  and  on  the  next  flood  there  is 
sure  to  be  capital  sport. — J.  J.  JACKSON. 

Exe  and  Earle  (Dulverton). — The  thunder  showers  we 
have  had  rather  upset  sport  for  a few  days,  but  evening  fishing 
now  is  very  good,  and  by  far  more  enjoyable  to  the  angler  than 
the  blazing  sun.  One  gentleman  had  a nice  basket  of  81b.,  by  the 
minnow;  also  Messrs.  Eouth,  Heath,  and  Court,  have  had  some 
good  takes.  Killing  fiies  : Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  Governor, 
Coachman.— Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  we  have  been 
favoured  with  some  grand  summer  weather,  and  anglers  all  round 
have  done  good  business.  Eels  have  run  well,  Messrs.  Edwards 
and  Jackman  scoring  eighteen  and  twenty  each.  Among  the 
coarse  fishermen,  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  is  again  to  the  front  with  four 
carp,  5£lb.,  51b.,  41b  , and  31b.  each  ; Mr.  Roberts  also  landed  ono 
of  3£lb. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire.)— Angling  has  im- 
proved very  much  during  the  last  week  or  so,  the  fish  having 
made  rapid  progress.  Not  only  some  well-conditioned  roach 
have  been  noticed,  but  some  very  fair  bream  have  come  to  hand. 
However,  eels  continue  to  be  the  leading  item,  and  those  turning 
attention  to  them  have  done  well.  Some  of  the  local  experts 
have  had  121b.  or  131b.  of  mixed  fish.  Messrs.  Johnson,  Ball, 
Cooper,  and  Pearson  have  been  among  the  fortunate  on  this 
water. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Sport  is  on  the  improve  on  the  river, 
but  roach  are  not  in  good  condition.  They  seem  more  forward  in 
the  Canal,  from  whence  some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken. 
Anglers  say  bread  paste  and  straw  bait  are  the  most  taking. 
Pike  are  stated  to  be  plentiful  in  the  lower  river.  Trout  and 
grayling  fishers  have  been  busy  lately  on  the  upper  water. 
Several  nice  dishes  of  grayling  have  already  been  brought  into 
Retford. — L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams  are  con- 
tinuing to  run  clear  and  a proper  level  for  lly.  Angling  has  been 
fairly  good.  The  fish  are  sporting  well  at  the  lly.  The  Pinsley 
is  running  clear  and  a good  level. — Gwynne. 

Lug*g-,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— The  volume 
of  these  rivers  is  above  the  usual  at  this  season.  Fair  sport  has 
been  had  morning  and  evening:  not  much  doing  during  the  day. 
Best  fiies.  Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  Button,  anp 
Black  Gnat,  with  Owls,  Spiuners,  Coachman,  and  cadis  for 
evening.  Some  decent  baskets  have  been  made  with  the  minnow. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Water  very  clear  at  present. 
Prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  very  promising.  Fairly  good 
takes  of  bream  and  roach  have  been  chronicled.  Baits,  paste  and 
wheat,  some  good  bream  having  been  taken  on  wheat.  Nothing 
doing  in  perch,  and  only  a few  small  jack  have  been  taken. — 
K.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough) — Angling  is  now  in  full  swing  hero, 
and  the  past  delightful  weather  has  drawn  many  anglers  to  the 
river  side.  Most  of  the  fish  have  done  spawning,  but  are  not  yet 
jn  full  feed,  and  of  course  heavy  baskets  have  not  been  made. 


Roach  have  been  folding  well,  and  eevoral  fair  specimens  have 
boon  captured.  Eels  aro  well  on  tho  feed,  and  good  numbers  havo 
been  caught. — E.  A.  S 

Old  Welsh.  Harp  (Hendon).— Our  subscribers  have  com® 
woll  to  the  front,  and  some  fairly  good  fish  havo  been  taken  by  the 
following: — Messrs,  Harrison,  101b.  roach;  Saterley,  91b. 
roach;  Wilkins,  51b.  roach  ; Antoney,  two  jack,  1 lib. ; Marehant, 
one  jack,  4Jlb. : Glover,  one  jack,  41b.;  Bush,  one  jack,  61b. 
roach;  Owen,  61b.  roach;  Tucker,  51b.  roach;  Bray,  7Jlb.  roach; 
Aldridge,  one  jack,  6£lb. ; Frost,  threo  jack,  111b. ; Smith,  two 
jack,  7Alb. ; Plumpton,  one  jack,  3£lb.,  one  perch;  Stannard,  on® 
jack,  4ib. ; Bruce,  one  jack,  51b.,  61b.  roach;  White,  two  jack, 
81b.—  J.  Warner.  a . 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Anglers  may  look  forward  for  good 
sport,  both  roach  and  bream  are  making  their  appearance.  A 
nice  sample  of  bream  and  some  good  roach  have  been  taken 
during  the  week,  and  if  well  baited  some  good  takes  may  be 
made.  A fine  rudd,  2£lb.,  has  been  taken  in  the  Hartford  waters, 
also  some  smaller  ones,  not  worthy  to  record.  Prospects  are 
looking  better,  as  the  water  is  in  the  pink  of  condition.  H. 
Rout.  , 

Ouse  (Hunting-don).  —Weather  very  unfavourable ; water 
in  excellent  condition  ; fish  very  quiet  indeed  ; roach  only  feeding, 
and  they  but  moderately.  Creed  wheat  and  gentles  best  baits  to 
use.  Weeds  very  abundant,  rendering  angling  (in  many  favourite 
streams)  an  impossibility. — B. 

Plymouth.. — I was  on  the  Plym  on  Wednesday,  and  there 
seemed  plenty  of  water,  and  I hear  that . the  other  rivers  are 
flshable.  The  peel  are  running  up  now  in  good  numbers.  A 
customer  called  in  who  had  on  J une  26  three  very  good  ones,  and 
two  he  hooked,  but  missed.  On  the  27th  he  had  one  of  61b.,  and 
his  friend  who  was  fishing  with  him  one  of  61b.  and  one  of 
31b.  There  have  been  several  smaller  ones  taken.— William 
Hearder.  _ 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).— 
We  are  still  having  magnificent  weather  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  anglers  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  lack  of  sport  with, 
trout  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain.  In  the  Vyrnwy  some  very  nice 
yearling  in  good  condition  are  daily  taken.  In  the  Severn,  near 
Llandrinio  Bridge,  some  very  fine  eels  were  taken  on  Wednesday 
last.— Vyrnwy.  , _ . . 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  Westerly 
breezes  have  taken  the  place  of  the  hot  east  winds,  and  angling 
may  now  be  pursued  under  more  pleasant  and  favourable  condi- 
tions. Fish  are  feeding  well  in  all  districts,  and  when  tides  have 
been  favourable  excellent  sport  among  the  bream  and  roach  has 
been  obtained  on  the  Arun.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  at 
Stoke,  bream  of  3£lb.  and  roach  up  to  21b.,  and  in  the  Billings- 
hurst.  district  several  good  roach  have  been  taken.  A few  small 
mullet  have  rewarded  anglers  at  the  harbour,  aud  I hear  of  a 
salmon  having  been  taken  by  the  netsmen.  Good  takes  of  roach 
have  been  notified  me  from  the  Ouse,  and  in  the  reach  and  mill 
pond  at  Fletching  several  good  Lochleven  trout  may  be  seen, 
doubtless  the  result  of  Sir  Spencer  Wilson’s  efforts  to  stock  the 
water,  but  pike  are  far  too  numerous  to  give  the  small  fry  a chance. 
Angling  at  Chichester  Canal  is  far  above  the  average,  bream  ot 
2ilb.  and  tench  weighing  31b.  have  been  taken.  Mr.  S.  Young 
recently,  among  a good  basket  of  fish,  landed  a roach  of  J ^ 1 id . , a 
specimen  fish  for  this  water.  Bass  are  not  yet  in  the  harbours, 
but  are  met  with  on  the  coast.  A fish  of  141b.  was  recently  taken 
with  a hand  line. — George  F.  Salter.  . 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— A few  friends  of  mine,  fishing  m the 
night  after  the  warm  days  last  week,  were  rewarded  by  catching 
a good  dish,  and  each  of  them  took  a trout  over  a pound  weight ; 
they  were  using  Rowe's  No.  4BlueUpright  and  Coachman,  lhe 
net  men  have  done  very  badly,  excepting  the  men  at  the  various 
coves  on  the  coast,  and  who  tell  me  they  caught  over  a hundred- 
weight of  soles  and  other  fish.  Lobsters  and  prawns  are  more 
plentiful  this  season. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Tlie  river  has  got 
very  low;  fishing  almost  at  a standstill;  rain  much  needed.— 

Teme  (Ludlow).— Angling  has  been  confined  generally  to 
morning  and  evening,  when  a good  few  rods  have  been  out  on 
the  river.  Pike  are  feeding  well,  one  angler  landed  three  in  the 
Castle  Pound.  In  the  Ashford  water  some  good  fish  were  taken. 
Near  Steventon  some  good  trout.  Under  Whitcliffe  eels  and  dace 
have  been  caught. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  now  running  m 
capital  order  for  angling.  The  best  time  for  angling  has  been  at 
early  morn  or  in  the  evening.  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  low ; sport  in  them  quiet. — WORCESTER.  . 

Trent  (Newark).— The  Trent  is  running  low  and  in  good 
colour  for  barbel  fishing,  but  anglers  in  general  have  not  yet  pre- 
pared the  swims.  Gentles  are  taking  the  place  of  cad  baits  as  a 
lure  for  roach  and  dace.  A shad,  a fish  rarely  taken  locally,  was 
secured  by  Mr.  Walter  Darcy,  when  worm  fishing  in  theMuskham 
water,  on  Saturday  last,  weighing  lib.  7oz.,  and  measuring  16$m. 
Morning  and  evening  provides  best  sport,  and  worms  and  gentles 
are  best  baits. — Trentsidkr. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— River  is  now  very  low.  We  shall 
not  havo  much  sport  until  we  have  some  fresh  water  again. 
Pont  Senny.  . , 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Boston  and  its  river  and 
drain  sides  were  enormously  busy  on  Monday  with  angling 
matches  and  onlookers.  Several  thousand  anglers  and  their 
friends  had  put  in  for  the  many  matches  arranged.  In  the  aggre- 
gate Some  fifty  clubs  had  come  down,  and  a difficulty  was  soon 
apparent  with  respect  to  fishing  places.  In  order  to  prevent  dis- 
putes representatives  met  and  drew  for  situations,  otherwise  the 
majority  of  them  would  never  have  been  lislied.  Most  ot  the 
matches  were  on  the  Bargate  and  Cowbridge  drains.  Takes 
ran  small,  and  many  never  caught  a fish.  The  Fossdyke  is  said 
to  be  very  weedy,  and  so  is  the  Witham  at  intervals,  but  in  many 
places  they  have  been  cut  for  the  accommodation  of  anglers.— 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Both  rivers  are  now 
very  low  and  clear,  and  with  the  present  hot  weather  it  is  almost 
useless  fishing  during  the  day;  but  both  trout  and  grayling  have 
risen  well  from  seven  till  ten  in  the  evenings,  but  have  generally 
been  taking  a small  midge,  and  are  very  difficult  to  suit;  still,  by 
perseverance,  an  odd  brace  or  two  may  bo  picked  up.  I have 
found  the  best  Hies  Yellow  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  and  Knotted  Midge 
dressed  very  small.  1 killed  a large  male  trout  above  Matlock 
Bridge  on  Monday  night,  although  in  poor  condition,  being  only 
31b.  2oz.,  although  it  measured  over  20in  in  length;  it  showed 
splendid  sport,  rushing  down  stream  through  one  of  tho  arches  of 
the  bridge,  and  would  probably  havo  got  away  had  I not 
fortunately  been  able  to  follow  it  through  the  bridge. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — River  very  low.  Good  baskets  of 
coarse  fish  taken  every  day.  Fly  best  early  in  the  morning  and 
late  at  night.  Mr.  R.  C.  Foster's  Hawk  stones  Otter  Hounds 
hunted  the  Wye  on  the  3rd;  a good  hunt;  a bitch  otter  of  161b. 
killed.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton- — Tho  weather  is  all  that  could  be  desired  for  sea 
fishing,  and  mackerel  are  “schooling”  within  a mile  of  the 
shore. — H. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Mackerel  are  very  abundant  just  now, 
and  boat  anglers  are  having  good  sport,  takes  varying  up  to  a 
hundred. — H. 
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Me vagfissey.  All  kind*  ol  m-a  flailing  I*  mow  in  full  Hiving 
Cm  our  coaHtH  tno  iMiu’Uorel  aro  appearing  in  hIioiiIm,  ami  are  very 
voruclou*  foedorH,  they  being  In  purnult  of  the  midge,  which  are 
very  abundant  Whiting  uro  now  on  the  food.  Pollack  are 
abundant,  and  a lew  nice  bans  may  he  caught  near  theOwlnoan 
Korku  Trammel  and  Rplllor  lulling  U now  an  excellent  piunult, 
uh  by  this  meaiJH  any  (piuntlty  of  dabs.  plaice,  and  other  udx<  d 
ii  h 1 1 1 I'l'H  1 1 o crabs,  crayfish,  i n< I lob  tei  ir<  frequently 
entangled  in  the  traminclH.  Pilchard  driving  ha«  commenced  on 
our  coast. — J.  B. 

Portmagee.  -Sport  has  boon  good  at  gurnard,  pollack,  and 
bream.  The  pollack  are  now  nutnorouH  around  the  headlands 
and  In  tho  deep  water  near  the  rocky  shore*. 

Waterville  ico.  Kerry).  Bottom  lulling  ha*  been  very 
successful,  anglers  getting  from  100  to  150  IIhIi  of  variouH  kind*  In 
each  hand-lino  daily.  Pollacklng  has  not  boon  as  good  as  last 
wook.  — T.  J . 11. 

Whitby.  —Amateur  sea  fishing  is  becoming  more  and  more  in 
vogue  in  the  roads  of  Whitby.  During  the  whole  of  the  day,  but 
especially  In  tho  early  morning  and  in  tiio  evening,  large  numbers 
of  boats  are  engaged  of  tho  local  llshcrmcn,  and  nothing  can  ho 
more  delightful  than  tho  sport  of  catching  haddocks,  whiting, 
codling,  and  the  like. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  Lochs.  — Among  the  most  successful 
anglers  of  late  were  Professor  narrower  (Aberdeen),  Mr.  Morton 
(Edinburgh),  ltev.  W.  W.  Chapman,  Mr.  Grierson,  Gen.  Kankcn, 
Major  Kunken,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson.  The  heaviest 
individual  baskets  of  tho  week  for  one  day  were  125  trout,  175, 
74,  70,  74,  and  60.— B. 

Altnaharra  Lochs.  — Col.  and  Mrs.  Burstall,  Messrs. 
Mackay,  Steel,  Wood,  Scott,  ltobertson,  Orchar,  Leake,  and 
others  have  been  getting  good  sport  in  trout  and/dro.r  aDgling. — 
B. 

Awe  (Taynuilt  Hotel). — July  3rd,  Earl,  London,  salmon, 
161b.;  Mr.  Beale,  grilse,  71b.  Sea  trout  plentiful. 

Border  Bsk. — The  weather  during  the  present  week  has 
been  too  sunny  for  day  fishing.  Night  Ashing  has,  however,  been 
fairly  successful,  and  some  good  baskets  of  sea  trout  have  been 
got  in  the  early  mornings.  Lord  Elphinstone,  Lord  Douglass, 
and  Col.  the  Hon.  W.  Ilurne,  staying,  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  were 
out  on  Saturday  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleueh’s  reserved  water,  and 
secured  a number  of  sea  and  yellow  trout.  Capt.  Burrell  had 
thirty-two  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  on  Monday  the 
same  gentleman  creeled  four  dozen  yellow  trout,  in  the  Wauchope,  a 
tributary  of  the  Esk  ; all  were  caught  with  the  fly.  In  Langholm 
water  Mr.  D.  Johnstone  caught,  three  sea  trout;  Mr.  C.  Elliot  had 
three;  Mr.  Jno.  Laidlaw  had  three,  one  l|lb. ; Mr.  F.  Story  had 
one,  31b.  Mr.  J.  Barnfather  secured  three  at  a morning  fishing. 
Master  Thomas  Johnstone  caught  four  nice  sea  trout  at  Skipper’s 
Bridge.  Mr.  M ‘■Laidlaw  landed  two  sea  trout,  one  weighing  41b. 
and  the  other  31b.  Mr.  Geo.  Maxwell  secured  two  in  the  Broom- 
holm  water.  Messrs.  Robt.  Keed  and  Wm.  Ballantyne  have 
made  good  baskets  in  the  water  below  Langholm.  Mr.  Alex 
MacMillan  caught  a number  of  sea  trout  with  the  fly  at  Glenflrra. 
In  the  Canonbie  water  Mr.  J.  Ballantine  has  had  good  sport  with 
sea  trout,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Davidson  has  made  some  good  hauls  in 
the  reaches  below  Byreburnfoot.  Mr.  K.  Doughty,  fishing  in  the 
Double  water,  secured  a basket  of  yellow  trout,  weighing  51b., 
and  a sea  trout,  31b.  Mr.  J.  Graham  had  ten  sea  trout  in  the 
Canonbie  water;  the  same  gentleman  had  three  beautiful  sea 
trout  at  a fishing  in  the  Liddle,  below  Penton.  The  Liddle  is 
yielding  some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout. — G. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  N.B.). — On  June  26,  Messrs. 
McIntyre  and  Ballantine,  thirty-five  trout;  Messrs.  Usher  and 
Lyle,  seven  sea  trout.  14£lb.  ; Mr.  Waterall,  twenty  trout.  On 
June  27,  Messrs.  McIntyre  and  Ballantine,  thirty-six  trout; 
Messrs.  Usher  and  Allen,  forty-eight  trout;  Mr.  G.  Usher,  twenty- 
six  trout;  Mr.  Lyle,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams, 
sixty  trout.  On  June  28,  Messrs.  Usher  and  Lvle,  five  sea  trout, 
10|lb. ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  fifteen  trout;  Messrs,  and  Misses 
Jerom,  eight  trout.  June  29  Messrs.  McIntyre  and  Ballantine, 
twenty-five  trout. — J.  McFadyen. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — The  heat  wave  at  present 
being  experienced  has  practically  put  an  end  to  angling  for  the 
nonce.  The  prospects  of  another  flood  are  at  hand,  and  some 
sport  may  then  be  got.  A good  grilse  season  is  being  enjoyed  on 
the  Glen  Tana  and  Ballater  reaches,  while  an  occasional  salmon 
is  also  being  grassed  in  these  parts.  On  Woodend,  Mr.  Wm. 
Farnell  Watson’s  keeper  landed  a fish  of  91b.  on  Monday.  On  the 
Blackhall  Castle  waters  and  the  Crathes  water,  several  good 
baskets  of  grilse  have  been  got.  On  the  Don,  splendid  trout 
fishing  is  being  enjoyed. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  is  out  of  order  for  both 
the  net  fishermen  and  anglers.  Grilse  are  coming  on  pretty  well, 
and  weighing  from  41b.  to  61b.  each.  Salmon  average  101b.,  the 
heaviest  of  last  week  scaling  321b.  The  net  fishermen  also  secured 
a large  number  of  trout.  There  has  been  very  little  done  by  the 
rod  of  late  owing  to  the  strong  sunslime  and  thin  water. — H.  W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— From  June  21  to 
June  30  the  following  successful  anglers,  fishing  the  various 
lochs,  captured  176  trout  and  grilse  (the  aggregate  weight  being 
851b.):  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  Mrs.  Young,  Messrs.  Holbrook, 
Tindall,  Young,  and  Wallace.  The  grilse  have  got  up  into  Loch 
Assynt.  There  were  a number  of  rises  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
but  owing  to  the  very  bright  weather  were  coming  short. — 
Wm.  Wallace. 

Inver  an. — Mr.  E.  Buxton  and  Mr.  Catol,  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel,  have  landed  several  salmon  and  grilse  on  lower  Shin 
beats. — B. 

Lairg*  (Sutherland). — The  angling  for  some  time  past  has 
not  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  Clear  sunshine,  excessive 
heat,  and  generally  a dead  calm,  are  combinations  not  very 
favourable  for  a good  basket.  The  following  are  a few  of  the 
successful  anglers : Captain  Henderson,  Messrs.  Copeland,  J. 
Wishart,  Loyd  Wilson,  Illingworth,  Fritchett. 

Loch  Awe  (Port  Sonachan). — From  Port  Sonachan 
Hotel  on  Monday,  July  2,  Mr.  Balderston,  Paisley,  killed 
a grilse  weighing  81b. ; Mr.  Balderston  and  friend  also  killed  six 
trout;  Mr.  Milner,  London,  killed  fourteen  trout,  weighing  7^1b. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacques,  on  Moor  Loch  killed  seventy-five  trout. — 
T.  Cameron. 

Loch  Barn. — The  following  sport  has  been  obtained  by  visitors 
to  the  Lochearnhead  Hotel,  Perthshire,  N.B.  On  the  28th  ult. , 
Mr.  A.  Robertson  had  a fine  basket  of  sixty-one  trout,  weighing 
141b.  ; and  on  the  30th,  Mr.  Buchanan  killed  fourteen  in  three 
hours;  and  Mr.  McLaren  eight.  On  the  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
on  Loch  Voil,  caught  thirty,  weight  7Jlb. — E.  Maisey. 

Loch  Etive  (Glencoe). — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leigh,  fishing  from  the 
King’s  House  Hotel,  caught  forty-five  trout  on  Juno  29;  on  Loch- 
na-Breachdmore,  on  June  30,  Mr.  Leigh,  103.— D.  Buchanan. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — Scorching  sunshine,  with  light  un- 
favourable winds,  has  resulted  in  the  past  week  proving  one  of 
the  most  unproductive  of  sport  during  tho  course  of  the  season. 
The  average  capture  per  boat  has  been  about  five  trout.  Large 
numbers  of  heavy  perch  have  been  taken,  an  angler  on  Saturday 
captured  over  two  hundred  in  a few  hours. — R.  B.  Laino. 

Loch-na-Craig*  (Breaclalbane  Arms).— Mr.  McIntosh, 
on  J uno  25,  nineteen  trout,  51b. ; 27th,  twenty-four,  Clb.  ; and  on  the 
28th,  sixty-five,  171b. 

Looh  Rannoch. — From  Bunrannoch  Hotel  on  Loch  Rannoch 
some  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  by  visitors.  From  J une 


27  to  July  3 over  four  hundred  trout  were  taken  by  the  following 
HucccHHful  unglerH Mr.  and  MIhh  Dickinson,  Messrs.  AltchUon, 
Dinn,  J.  <’.  Spencer,  R.  Spencer,  and  Duncan.  -Mhk  Macdonald. 

Loch  Rannoch  < Dunalastair  Hotel).— Visitors  from  this 
hotel  who  have  fished  the  river  and  loch  have  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  good  sport  obtained.  No  less  than  147  trout 
fell  to  the  following  successful  rods,  from  June  28  to  July  ii: 
Messrs  Wllloeks,  Charlton,  Wilson,  Muntln,  Blackley,  Kerr, 
Morrison,  lligson,  Goodard.  Dixon,  and  Dr.  Bennett.—  G.  Gower. 

Loch  Sliiel  (Sliielbridge  Hotel).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sbaw, 
Mr.  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Kennawuy  have  during  the  week  grassed 
73£lb.  of  grilse  and  salmon  (largest  fish  111b.);  and  fishing  from 
the  same  hotel,  Messrs.  Clarke,  Stone,  and  Kennaway  have  taken 
from  tho  River  Sliiel  1271b.  of  fish,  largest  101b. 

Lo-h  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— July  2.  Mr.  Thomson 
caught  twenty-four  trout,  61b. ; Mr.  Robertson,  twenty-one  trout, 
5JII).  July  3,  Mr.  Field,  fourteen  trout,  4*,lb. ; Mr.  Campbell 
thirty-four  trout,  131b.-  Knioht. 

Mclvich.  -Archdeacon  Prescott,  Dr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Ridley,  and  others,  have  recently  had  splendid  takes  of  trout, 
some  of  which  averaged  lib.  each.  After  the  rain  of  Monday  night, 
Splendid  sport  in  salmon  angling  is  looked  for  on  the  Iialladale 
river. — B. 

Navel*  — Since  last  reported,  Major  Parnell,  Dalvina  House, 
Strathnuver,  landed  eight,  salmon;  Col.  Lane,  Dalvina,  nine; 
and  Mr.  Darwin,  Skelpick  Lodge,  four. — B. 

Overscaig  Lochs. — Anglers  on  the  neighbouring  waters 
have  been  getting  baskets  ranging  from  one  dozen  to  four  dozen 
each  per  day.— B. 

Rhiconich  Lochs.— Mr.  and  Mrs  Wilson,  Mr.  Sutherland, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox,  and  Mr.  Kerr,  have  been  enjoying  capital 
sport  both  in  loch  and  sea  fishing. — B. 

St.  Mary's  Loch,  Yarrow  (Rodono  Hotel).— Among 

tho  successful  anglers  for  tho  past  week  were  Messrs.  Stevenson, 
W.  L.  Douglas,  Lee,  Stracey,  Wilson,  and  R M.  Chisholm,  who 
all  had  good  baskets,  averaging  ^lb.  The  lochs  are  in  good  order, 
and  the  weather  is  very  fine. — ll.  M.  C. 

South  of  Scotland.— Very  little  sport  has  been  had  on  any  * 
of  the  rivers  since  last  week’s  notes.  The  best  sport  has  been 
obtained  in  the  early  morning  or  after  dark.  Several  splendid 
trout  have  been  caught  on  some  of  the  private  waters  with  fly. 
The  ANNAN.— On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Lockhart  caught  four  herling, 
Mr.  Johnston  three,  Mr.  D.  Loudon  had  one  or  two.  In  Uoddom 
Castle  water  a few  fine  sea  trout  have  been  killed  by  the 
keepers.  The  Nith.— On  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  private 
water  above  Thornhill  one  of  the  keepers  had  three  grand  sea 
trout  the  other  evening.  A few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  in 
the  town  water  below  bridge  at  Thornhill.  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee. — Fair  sport  among  sea  trout  has  been  had  on  the  best 
reaches  of  this  river;  but  since  Monday  the  streams  are  running  low. 
Fair  sport  is  still  being  had  on  Loch  Doon  and  Finlas.  The  best 
catches  have  run  about  four  to  five  dozen  per  day  by  fishing  from 
the  boats.  The  rods  on  the  rivers  have  done  little  or  nothing. 
On  Loch  Kindar  a number  of  very  fine  yellow  trout  have  been 
killed  of  late  with  the  fly.  On  Loch  Ken  and  its  river  the  sport 
has  not  been  quite  so  good. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — As  a natural  result  of  the  dry  weather  which  prevailed 
last  week,  the  water  was  very  low,  and,  with  brilliant  sunshine, 
combined  to  make  sport  poor.  With  the  heavy  rainfall  experi- 
enced since  then,  sport  ought  to  receive  an  impetus.  On  the 
Laggan  water,  Dr.  Cameron  had  a salmon  of  151b.,  and  a sea 
trout  of  2£lb. ; while  on  the  Knockando  House  section,  the 
week’s  catch  was  two  salmon,  of  13lb.  and  81b.,  and  five  grilse,  of 
from  3Jlb.  to  51b.  From  the  Carron  Lodge  section,  Mr.  H. 
Calder  had  a fine  grilse  of  51b. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Kyle  of  Tongue).— Fishing 
on  these  waters  has  been  prosecuted  with  almost  unprecedented 
success.  The  fish  are  numerous,  in  good  condition,  and  of 
exceptional  quality.  Fishing  from  above  hotel,  from  J une  25  to 
June  30,  over  130  sea  trout,  brown  trout,  and  grilse,  weighing  over 
2301b.,  have  been  taken  by  the  following  successful  anglers: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lancashire,  Messrs.  Overton,  Nicholson,  Matlock, 
Chatterton,  Leake,  and  Clay. — A.  Hemus. 

Tweed  and  Teviot  — These  rivers  are  now  running  down  to 
a pretty  low  ebb.  Fly  anglers  are  still  prosecuting  their  pastime 
during  the  mornings  and  evenings,  and,  on  the  whole,  sport  is 
very  fair.  On  the  Tweed  the  takes  of  trout  got  during  the  past 
week  haxe  been  fairly  good.  On  the  Teviot  they  have  been  some- 
what lighter.  In  the  Galashiels  district  two  salmon  and  two 
grilse  have  been  killed.  In  the  Hownam  district  good  baskets 
of  trout  were  got  on  Saturday,  and  on  the  Leader  a take  of  261b. 
is  recorded,  while  on  the  Gala  baskets  up  to  71b.  have  been  got. 
On  the  Blackadder  the  best  takes  killed  during  the  week  were  by 
Mr.  D . Leitch,  and  on  the  Whitadder  by  Captain  Phillips  and 
Mr.  Eagle.  A good  many  sea  trout  have  been  seen  in  this  river 
lately.  The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  are  just  now  very  unpro- 
ductive.— Maxwheel. 

Ythan.— During  the  past  week  sport  has  been  brisk,  and  very 
good  baskets  of  sea  trout  and  finnock  have  been  made  by  Mr. 
Owen  H.  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Chalmers. 
On  the  Ellon  Castle  water  and  upper  reaches  very  good  trouting 
has  been  got,  but  the  river  is  now  getting  low. — G.  M. 

IRISH  reports. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.— Since  last  report  the  fishing  has 
greatly  improved.  While  writing  we  have  a nice  downpour  of 
rain.  Summer  salmon  are  running  in  large  shoals.  I can  now 
safely  advise  intending  anglers  to  patronise  this  fishery.— Walter 
Blackadder,  Manager. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— There  have  been  very  few  anglers  on  the 
river  at  this  station  for  the  last  week,  only  one  being  at  the 
Mercers  Hotel.  Mr.  F.  D.  Crommelin,  in  two  days,  landed  five 
fish,  from  71b.  to  4§lb.  each.  At  Caronroe  the  sport  has  been  very 
good,  Mr.  J.  A.  Lyle  grassed  thirty-four  salmon  and  grilse  for  the 
week.  There  have  not  been  so  many  fish  in  the  river  since  18G5. 
All  the  reaches  are  well  stocked,  and  many  have  reached  the  lake 
and  tributaries  Mane,  Bullinderry,  Ac.  At  Portglenone,  six  miles 
up  the  river  from  Kilrea  and  nine  from  Toome,  the  net  fished  by 
Mr.  J S.  Alexander  landed  615  salmon  and  grilse  in  five  days  last 
week. — D.  O’Fke. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge).— Good  sport  continues  here.  Mr. 
Giles,  of  Belfast,  had  three  trout,  41b.  All  our  local  fishermen  are 
fishing  well.  A fine  trout  was  taken  in  Lough  Neagh  last  week, 
261b.  Large  takes  of  salmon  were  got  at  the  different  salmon 
fisheries. — F.  G 

Cong  (Lough  Corrib).— For  the  past  week  the  fishing  has 
been  very  good  here.  On  the  28th  ult,.,  Mr.  Foord  got  five  trout 
weighing  141b. ; 2!)th,  four  trout,  weighing  91b  ; 30th,  three 
trout;  July  3,  seven  trout,  121b,  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Garside  got 
some  nice  fish.  The  weather  is  very  favourable. — O'D. 

Connaught  Rivers  — The  weather  continues  fine,  but 
rather  bright.  The  run  of  fish  in  the  Corrib  is  exceptionally 
large,  and  sport  is  good.  On  the  Oorofiin  stream,  Mr.  A.  Blake 
killed  a 34-pounder.  In  the  past  fortnight  the  following  have 
been  successful  : Colonel  Herries,  Mr.  W.  Townsend,  Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Cohen,  Mr.  Gibbons,  Commander  Low,  II. N. — J.  B. 

Coppal  Lake.— Sport  has  been  good.  Several  baskets  of 
three  < lozen  trout  (white  and  brown)  have  been  had.  The  even- 
ings have  boon  tho  best  limes  for  angling,  and  flies  of  the  local 
patterns  have  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  the  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne.— Owing  to  the  weather  sport  has  not  beon  up  to  tho 
average,  still  a few  of  tho  anglers  have  done  fairly  well.  Mr.  P. 
Cooper,  in  tho  wook,  killed  eight  salmon  and  grilse;  Mr.  A. 


Stubbs  bad  two  salmon;  Mr.  E.  P.  Bates,  nine  salmon  and  grilse; 
Mr  A.  McMocltlug,  live  salmon  and  grilse;  Mr.  J.  May-Somer- 
villc,  one  salmon;  Mr.  E.  Jloulgravo,  two  salmon  and  one  grilse; 
Mr.  It.  Graves  and  Mr.  C.  May-Somervllle  also  had  fair  sport. — 
M.  Eon  AN.  , 

Iony  Ico.  Kerry). — On  a couple  of  days  the  sea  trout  took 
well,  and  some  good  baskets  were  had.  Salmon  and  peal  are 
numerous  in  the  tidal  waters,  awaiting  a fresh  to  enable  them  to 
push  up. 

Lough  Cnrrane  Waterville,  co.  Kerry.)— Average 

banket*  of  trout  and  a few  salmon  am  recorded.  '1  lie  following 
gentlemen  were  out,  and  hail  from  four  to  a dozen  sea  trout  dally, 
In  addition  to  about  half  a dozen  sizeable  brown  trout;  Captain 
Fisher,  Uev.  J It  Barker,  Mr  Eekerslcy,  Mr.  Hayes,  Messrs. 
Hunt  (2;,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Macllc,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Logan,  Mr.  L. 
T.  Smith.  Mr.  Higgins,  Surgeon-Colonel  ilae,  and  Jlr.  Hoe.  Mr. 
Muclle  had  a salmon  81b.  ou  Friday,  and  a peal  of  6Jlb.  on  Satur- 
day, Hr.  .hue,  on  Tuesday,  a salmon,  10lb.;  D.  Dwyer  and 
D.  Curran,  on  Sunday,  two  salmon,  171b.,  and  six  white  trout, 
71b.  On  Waterville  river  (preserved  water;  Mr.  Brooke  hail  two 
peal  and  good  baskets  of  white  trout  during  the  week.— T.  J D. 

Lough  Melvin.— During  the  first  three  days  of  the  past  week 
a few  nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  E. 
Byrnes  lundcd  a grilse  of  41b.  and  a trout  {Raima  ferox)  of  91b. — M. 
Bogan. 

Mountain  Lakes  'Waterville,  co.  Kerry;.— Sjiort  lias 

fallen  off  on  the  majority  of  these  waters.  On  Loughnabi  iwlarrig 
and  Coomavoher  lakes,  however,  some  fair  baskets  of  brown 
trout  have  been  had.  On  Drenane  Lake  fly-llshing  is  practically 
at  a standstill! — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Wo  have  had  bright  calm 

weather  for  nearly  the  whole  of  last  week.  Since  June  29,  Mr. 
Ash  well  had  two  grilse;  Mr.  J.  Garvey  had  three;  Mr.  Simon 
Seroope,  three;  Mr.  F.  H.  Stcvans,  two ; Mr.  Ashwell.  six  grilse; 
Signor  Foli,  nine  (on  private  water)  before  breakfast;  Mr.  Ash- 
well, three;  Mr.  Smith,  three;  Mr.  J.  P.  H.,  four;  Mr.  J-  G. 
Howley,  three;  and  Captain  Dimond,  four.  Trout  fishing  has 
fallen  off  owing  to  the  calm  warm  days.  Messrs.  Cowie  and 
Legge  on  the  lough  in  twelve  days  had  1021b.  of  fish,  one  salmon 
and  three  grilse,  the  remainder  trout,  largest  trout  13Jlb.— Frank 
Hkarns.  , 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Kilialoe;.  — During  the 
week  a few  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  secured.  Mr.  J.  11. 
McKenna  has  killed  the  largest  salmon  of  the  week — a 20-pounder. 
He  also  killed  a few  very  plump  and  bright  grilse  this  week,  and  his 
friend,  Mr.  S.  Venour,  landed  some  beauties  on  Mr.  W.  Young  s 
preserves:  Mr.  W.  A.  II.  Martin  had  two  salmon  and  five  grilse; 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Swanston  have  creeled  a few  grilse;  while  several 
grilse  have  been  bagged  on  the  free  water  during  the  week.— 
S.  J.  Hurley.  


BAITING  A ROACH  SWIM. 

“ As  I have  said  previously,  the  judicious  baiting  of  a 
roach  swim  has  a great  deal  to  do  with  the  subsequent 
sport,  so  I will  give  the  recipe  of  the  late  Francis 
Francis,  which  is  the  best  I have  ever  come  across.  He 


‘ ‘ This  is  my  plan  for  mixing  ground-bait  to  use  in  a 
swim  not  too  swift.  I first  get  a three-quart  basin,  and 
put  into  it  refuse  crusts  broken  up.  It  goes  against  my 
grain  to  cut  up  good  loaves.  The  basin  should  be  some- 
what more  than  half  full  to  allow  for  swelling ; pour  hot 
water  iu  it  sufficient  to  soak  the  whole  thoroughly  ; 
cover  it  up  with  a plate  to  keep  the  steam  in,  let  it  soak 
for  two  hours  or  more,  then  break  it  all  up  so  that  there 
be  no  lumps  in  it,  as  if  these  be  not  broken  thoroughly, 
they  come  away  and  float  up  to  the  top  of  the  water,  and 
are  wasted ; then  put  the  mass  into  a strainer,  and 
squeeze  out  as  much  water  as  you  can  ; next  boil  about 
two-thirds  of  a pint  of  common  broken  rice,  and  let  the 
water  drain  from  that  too  ; put  both  into  half  a peck  of 
fresh  bran,  and  scatter  over  it  about  a large  breakfast 
cup  and  a half  of  flour  or  meal  to  make  it  more  adherent ; 
work  it  all  up  together  thoroughly.  Then  take  a number 
of  small  stones,  each  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  on 
to  each  stone  press  and  squeeze  a good  big  handful  or 
more  of  the  compost,  working  and  squeezing  it  till  the 
ball  is  quite  tight  and  hard.  The  stone  serves  to  sink 
the  ball  and  to  keep  it  on  the  bottom,  and  the  ball 
breaks  up  gradually  and  disperses  down  the  11  swim,”  a 
portion  remaining  behind  to  keep  the  fish  in  it.  If  the 
bait  is  too  moist,  the  halls  will  break  in  halves,  and, 
leaving  the  stone  at  the  bottom,  come  up  to  the  surface 
and  float  away,  or  will  break  up  and  disperse  too  soon, 
and  therefore  the  drier  the  bait  is,  consistently  with 
proper  adherence,  the  better.  There  is  no  ground-bait 
that  ever  I have  tried  that  equals  this.  In  addition, 
when  I am  baiting  with  pearl  barley,  I throw  in  a score 
or  two  of  the  corns  now  and  then,  so  that  they  may 
ground  in  the  “ swim,”  and,  being  scattered  about  it, 
they  keep  the  roach  on  the  move,  and  searching  about 
the  “ swim.”  I have  made  very  heavy  baskets  of  roach 
through  using  this  ground-bait.  The  quantities  I have 
given  will  make  about  twenty  balls  about  the  size  of 
oranges,  which  is  enough  for  any  moderate  day’s  fishing 
in  the  winter  time,  which  is  the  best  of  all  for  roach 
fishing.  If,  however,  the  angler  prefers  to  use  clay 
instead  of  stones,  he  can  do  so,  as  it  is  less  trouble  to 
mix,  and  holds  in  the  “swim”  longer,  but  is  a more 
dirty  operation.  In  this  case,  too,  the  flour  or  meal  can 
be  left  out.  Never  keep  your  ground-bait  on  from  one 
day  to  another,  for  though  you  may  not  always  succeed 
in  spoiling  your  own  sport,  yon  very  often  will,  as  bran, 
&c.,  ferments  when  once  wet  and  turns  sour,  and  after 
that  musty,  and  I do  assure  you  that  a ball  or  two  of 
such  bait  will  drive  every  roach  out  of  your  “ swim.” 

“I  can  quite  endorse  Mr.  Francis’s  words ; there  is 
no  better  ground  bait  than  the  above.”— Halcyon  in 
the  Weekly  Edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


An  Exciting  Game  of  Football  gives  more  real  pleasure  to 
le  onlookers  than  is  provided  iu  a contest  at  almost  any  other 
lort  It  is  amusing  to  watch  the  interest  displayed  in  ono  of  tho 
real'  League  matches.  How  many  of  the  spectators  seem  as 
lough  they  would  delight  to  participate  in  the  struggle!  Unfor- 
raately  for  many  of  them,  active  exercise  of  any  kind  is 
■■possible.  In  this  lmppy  land  of  ours,  rheumatism,  gout,  and 
imbago  claim  their  victims  by  the  thousand  11  you  happen  to 
e one  of  these  Victims,  get  some  Holloway’s  Ointment  without 
alay  and  take  Holloway’s  Bills  for  complaints  ol  tho  liver, 
upurities  in  the  blood,  disorders  of  tho  stomaoh,  &c. 
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Jingling  JfijeUtrcs. 

July  8.  

Amioable  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Match. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Battersea  United  : Punt  competition. 

Central  Finsbury  : Matoh  at  Taplow. 

Clissold  : Prize  outing  to  St.  Neots. 

Enterprise  : Annual  dinner  at  Ware. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Junior  Fly-fishers  : Outing. 

North-East  Brothers  : Outing. 

United  Brothers  : Match  at  Wateringbury. 
Waggoners:  Roving  match. 

July  9. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting. 
Lincoln : Visit. 

St.  John’s  : Visit. 

July  11. 

Izaak  Walton  : Annual  dinner. 

Serapis  : Reading  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine,  “ Rambles 
among  Alders  and  along  Trout  Streams.” 

July  12. 

Queen’s  : Visit. 

July  13. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 

July  14. 

Serapis : Launch  outing. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

July  15. — Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Amberley. 
n 15.- — Crown  and  Buckland  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

>i  15. — Highbury  : Outing  to  Selham 
•>  15. — Izaak  Walton:  Annual  dinner. 

>>  15. — Sundial : Brake  outing. 

ii  16- — North  London  : Visit. 

i)  22. — Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Amberley. 

ii  22. — Bomore  : Match  at  Slough  Canal. 

ii  22. — Cobden  : Match. 

ii  22. — Lady  of  the  Lake:  Punt  match  at  Twickenham . 
ii  22. — Walham  Green  : Outing  to  Wraysbury. 
ii  23. — St.  George’s  A.S.  : Visit, 
n 26. — T.A.P.S. : Summer  river  trip, 
ii  29.  Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner  at  Enfield, 
ii  30.  Hull  Times  £50  competition  at  Brigg  (on  the 
Ancholme). 

Aug.  1. — Epsom  : Excursion  to  Amberley. 


golfings  bp  ffje  pap. 

The  Piscatorial  Society’s  new  water  at  Newbury 
seems  to  be  very  prolific.  During  the  May-fly  season 
the  heaviest  trout  with  May-fly,  weighing  31b.  2oz„  was 
Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs.  On  June  16,  the  hon.  sec., 
Mr-  W-  T-  Galloway,  had.'capital  sport— two  barbel,  311  b. 
and  bib. ; also  four  brace  of  trout,  the  five  largest 
weighing  181b.,  two  weighing  51b.  each.  A new  mem- 
ber caught  a trout  of  11  fib.  from  the  same  water  (a  full 
account  of  which  appears  elsewhere!,  showing  that  the 
result  of  making  the  subscription  two  guineas  per 
annum  and  one  guinea  entrance  fee  enabled  the  society 
to  rent  this  Kennet  water,  and  keep  up  the  other  trout 
and  other  fish  water  of  the  Colne  at  Bricketwood  • the 
consequence  is  a continual  influx  of  new  members.’ 
****###: 

In  playing  a fish,  says  “ Red  Palmer,”  let  it  have  its 
head  a little  at  first,  taking  care  to  steer  it  clear  of 
weeds,  bushes,  and  sunken  obstacles  in  the  water,  and 
then  give  it  a slight  pressure  from  the  rod  in  addition 
to  the  friction  of  the  line  which  it  is  dragging  through 
the  water  ; and  if  you  can  get  it  down  stream  so  as  not 
to  disturb  the  fish  above,  so  much  the  better.  When 
you  have  got  it  down  stream  and  under  command,  do 
not  be  in  too  great  a hurry  to  land  it,  for  sometimes 
when  you  think  it  is  spent  it  will  make  a sudden  rush 
and  you  lose  it.  Give  it  plenty  of  time  to  tire  itself 
then  put  the  landing  net  quietly  into  the  water,  slip  it 
under  the  fish,  and  lift  it  out. 

******* 

Mr.  T.  Crumplen  is  announced  to  read  a paper  before 
the  Balloon  Society  of  Great  Britain,  at  their  new 
quarters,  The  Gallery,  9,  Conduit-street,  Regent-street, 
W.,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  8 p.m.  The  subject  of  the 
reading  will  be  “ Thames  Angling,  Past,  Present,  and 
Future.”  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  (hon.  treasurer,  Piscato- 
rial Society)  presides.  Anglers  will  be  admitted  without 
tickets  by  showing  privilege  card  of  either  association. 
******* 

In  another  column  will  be  found  the  official  account 
of  the  Seventh  Annual  Competition  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  A.B.S.  There  were  only  ninety-three  competitors 
this  time  for  sixty-one  prizes,  sixteen  of  which  have 
been  taken,  the  highest  with  lib.  0£oz.,  the  lowest 
2ioz. ! The  astonisher  after  “ oz.”  is  not  intended  to 
infer  that  the  fish  was  not  sizeable  (for  it  was)  ; Mr. 
Armstrong,  who  was  clerk  of  the  scales,  would  see  to 
that.  The  astonishment  is  that  even  sixteen  prizes 
were  taken,  considering  the  state  of  the  water — clear  as 
the  proverbial  juniper  juice,  and  the  thermometer  regis- 
tering nearly  100  degrees  of  heat. 

******* 

Then,  again,  can  there  really  be  surprise  at  the 
paucity  of  fish  captured  when  the  shyness  of  Lea  fish 
is  taken  into  consideration  ? Even  though  less  than  100 
(actuated  by  generous  motives)  spend  their  time  and 
money  to  swell  the  funds  of  our  excellent  A.B.S. , th  ere 


were  several  hundreds,  innocontly,  perhaps,  but 
effectually,  scaring  away  the  fish.  No;  largo  takes 
must  not  bo  looked  for  in  these  competitions.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  July  8 at  Enfield 
Lock.  Tnoso  who  havo  tickets  will  have  another  run 
for  their  money. 

******* 

What  will  become  of  the  remaining  prizes  ( should  they 
not  all  be  taken)  must  be  decided  by  the  committee.  They 
were  kindly  given  to  be  fished  for  to  assist  those  who, 
on  payment  of  Is.  Id.  per  year,  are  assisting  themselves. 
The  officers  and  committee  deserve  the  thanks  of  every 
well-meaning  angler  for  their  assiduity  ; and,  although 
they  may  not  please  everybody  (who  has  not  heard  of 
the  old  fable  of  the  “ Old  Man  and  his  Ass”)  ? they  may 
rest  assured  that  they  will  reap  their  reward. 

******* 

On  July  15  (as  announced  elsewhere)  Mr.  Aldridge’s 
open  roving  contest  will  take  place  at  Amberley.  Those 
who  wish  to  have  a lovely  ride  of  110  miles  for  2s.  6d., 
and,  upon  payment  of  6d.,  to  enter  the  lists  with  a view 
of  gaining  a prize,  should  lose  no  time  in  securing 
tickets.  A special  invitation  has  been  given  “ Dragnet,” 
which  he  regrets  being  unable  to  accept,  as  the  doctor 
says  he  must  continue  the  medicine  a little  longer 
(Norfolk  air)  if  he  “ wishes  to  make  old  bones.”  May 
the  day  be  fine  and  the.excursionists  many  ! 

**•*••• 

Yet  another  important  fixture.  ‘‘Rambles  among 
Alders  and  along  trout  streams  ” should  tempt  many  to 
visit  the  Serapis  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  as  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine  is  to  deliver  a lecture  on  the  subject 
named,  when  he  will  be  supported  by  many  “ leading 
lights  ” in  the  angling  world.  Commence  at  8.30.  The 
address  is  “ Host  PenDy,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill-road,  Stoke 
Newington.” 

******* 

“Mr.  Dragnet. — Sir, — I am  going  for  a week’s 
holiday.  I’m  after  jack.  I have  ordered  a dozen  dace, 
4in.  long ; one  dozen  gudgeon  (six  large  and  six 
medium) ; one  dozen  minnows,  large — large  enough  for 
jack  ; and  three  casting  guts  for  grayling  (fine,  No.  3), 
I think  that  will  do  for  grayling.  Will  you  tell  me 
the  best  way  to  bait  a swim  for  jack  ? Answer  me 
privately  to  my  address  (Hanwell),  as  I don’t  want 
everybody  to  get  the  information.” 

[Anything  will  do — whatever  is  handiest — shavings, 
old  boots,  sawdust,  and  sand — jack  are  really  not 
fastidious.] 

******* 

MY  RED-LETTER  DAY. 

When  first  in  my  boyhood  the  splendour 
Of  angling  illumined  my  soul, 

Tuition  was  oft  forced  to  render 
To  truancy  fisherman’s  toll; 

I cherished  always  whilst  the  scream  of 
The  reel  betokened  the  fray, 

And  through  weary  school-hours  the  dream  of 
My  Red-Letter  Day. 

Most  hopes  of  my  childhood  have  vanished 
Long  since  in  the  thinnest  of  air, 

One  only  my  mind  has  not  banished, 

One  dream  is  yet  lingering  there. 

Of  all  gifts  in  innocence  prayed  for, 

As  only  in  childhood  we  pray, 

I chiefly  solicited  aid  for 
My  Red-Letter  Day. 

I glance  at  old  entries  recording, 

In  diaries  there  on  the  rack, 

Excursions  yet  not  one  affording 
Excuse  to  be  writ  3ave  in  black. 

But  I dream  of  the  night  when  of  salmon 
Or  trout,  over  grog  I shall  say, 

With  contentment,  “ By  Jupiter  Ammon, 

My  Red-Letter  Day.” 

Still  hope  in  my  breast  springs  eternal, 

And  wavering  doubts  have  now  fled  ; 

I trust  that  my  ultimate  journal 
May  yet  hold  a record  in  red  : 

If  not  1 shall  find  after  beneath 
The  turf  the  piscator  they  lay 
In  streams  of  Elysium,  my  zenith, 

My  Red-Letter  Day.  E.  F.  G.  B. 

******* 

On  the  “opening”  day  a large  contingent  of  anglers 
visited  Brandon  with  a result  known  to  many,  takes 
of  251b.,  221b.,  181b.,  151b.,  121b.,  down  to  61b.  of  fish 
being  taken  from  the  Little  Ouse  in  a short  day.  Sun 
hot  ; water  clear;  weeds  more  than  plentiful.  What 
more  natural  than  to  hear  that  at  the  very  first  oppor- 
tunity those  in  search  of  “big  bags”  should  visit  this 
spot  P However,  on  July  8,  two  London  enthusiasts  had 
been  on  the  water  before  the  white  mists  had  cleared 
from  its  placid  surface.  At  ten  o’clock  in  response  to 
the  query  “What  luckp”  came  the  cheerful  answer. 

“ Been  trying  ever  since  two  o’clock,  and  never  had  a 
‘ knock  ’ ! ” Many  people  would  have  had  it  long  before 
ten  o’clock. 

* * * * * * 

The  following  letter  to  “Dragnet”  is  the  result: 

“ Can  you  tell  me  why,  when  the  morning  is  cool  (com- 
paratively), the  wind  in  the  south,  the  river  literally 
swarminy  With  good  roach  and  dace— in  fact,  so  thick  in 
certain  reaches  that  they  may  be  scooped  out  with  the 
landing-net — that  every  lure  is  utterly  ignored?”  I 
should  not  wonder  but  the  author  of  this  lament  was  a 
“ poor  bottom  fisher.”  It  does  seem  passing  strange, 
but  ’tis  true.  The  fact  is,  the  fish  are  not  yet  in  condi- 
tion. Another  week  will  improve  them  materially,  as 
also  their  appetites. 


It  may  bo  of  interest  to  state  that  on  the  same  water 
as  the  two  worthies  who  had  “ never  a knock  ” Mr. 
A.  T.  Cobbold  (a  Stour  conservator  and  a thoroughly  ac- 
complished sportsman),  fishing  with  Mr.  Bonsall,  after 
trying  in  vain  to  secure  a fish,  either  with  the  Sowerbutts 
rod  or  in  the  Nottingham  style,  was  successful  in  landing 
thirty  good  dace  and  a chub  of  31b. — all  in  the  pink  of 
perfection — with  the  fly  known  as  the  “ Red  Palmer.” 
Only  the  roach  appear  to  be  backward.  The  chub  was 
exhibited  at  the  Gresham  at  their  last  meeting,  when 
Mr.  Secretary  “ Red  Palmer  ” pronounced  it  in  excellent 
condition,  and  Mr.  Member  Clements  (who  has  made  up 
his  mind  to  possess  a “ Patterson  ” museum  for  the 
teeth  of  fish)  cut  off  chavender’s  head  for  the  purpose 
of  extracting  its  molars ! By  the  way,  do  chub  have 
molars  ? 

******* 

Chub  and  dace  and  roach  are  being  taken  at  the 
present  time  in  large  quantities  with  the  fly — particularly 
the  Red  Palmer.  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  in  his  book  named 
after  it,  says  : “ I have  used  the  Rad  Palmer  in  all 
weathers  and  seasons  for  over  fifty  years,  and  believe  it 
to  be  the  best  general  fly  there  is.  Dressing  : Body, 
dark  red-coloured  mohair,  with  a richly-tinted  red  fur 
intermixed,  to  be  ribbed  with  gold  or  silver  twist;  legs, 
a blood-red  cock’s  hackle.” 

* * * * * * * 

Nil  desperandum ! What  matter  ? If  you  don’t  get  fish 
you  can  weigh-in  ozone.  (Who  will  offer  a prize  for  the 
best  take  of  ozone  ?)  A good  and  true  secretary  of  a 
well-known  angling  club — although  suffering  with  the 
gout — had  determined  to  go  out.  After  nine  hours  in 
a punt  in  a fishy  part  of  the  Thames  (on  the  same  day 
that  Conservator  Cobbold  took  trout  of  2Jlb.,  chub 
from  ljlb.  to  31b.,  and  dace  close  upon  8oz.),  the  gouty 
one  “never had  a single  touch!”  Moral: 

When  the  fish  are  feeding  shy, 

And  the  people  passing  by 
Prevent  you  getting  fish  from  off  the  bottom. 

Then,  perchance,  if  you  should  try 
The  famed  “Bed  Palmer”  fly 
You  may  hear  the  welcome  exclamation  “ Got  ’em ! ” 
******* 

A party  of  us  were  sitting  around  the  camp-fire  after 
a day’s  trout  fishing,  says  “ S.  A.  C.”  in  Forest  and 
Stream,  when  the  conversation  turned  on  the  remarkable 
tenacity  of  life  exhibited  by  some  animals,  and  some 
stories  were  told  of  wounded  deer  which  ran  miles  after 
being  shot  through  and  through.  “ There  is  no  animal 
which  exhibits  such  wonderful  powers  after  receiving  a 
death  wound  as  a duck,”  said  a well-known  judge  of  one 
of  the  inland  counties,  who  was  familiarly  known  as 
“ Rusty.”  “ Why,  some  time  last  fall,  while  hunting  on 
the  Montezuma  Marshes  with  a companion  and  two 
boatmen,  we  found  long  shots  so  much  the  rule  that  one 
of  the  men  loaded  with  buckshot,  and  shortly  afterward 
fired  into  a flock  of  pintails  passing  high  overhead,  so 
high  in  fact  that  the  other  man  remarked,  ‘ What  a fool ; 
them’s  a mile  high.’ 

******* 

“ But  presently  we  noted  one  duck  falling  behind  the 
flock  and  beginning  to  slant  downward  in  his  flight. 
We  kept  our  eyes  on  him  and  marked  him  down  a mile 
away  in  an  open  field.  We  had  no  difficulty  in  finding 
him,  stone  dead,  with  his  wings  spread,  and  it  is  almost 
beyond  belief,  hut  that  duck  had  flown  a mile  with  a No.  3 
buck  shot  right  through  his  body  just  behind  his  fore- 
legs.” The  cheers,  shouts,  and  laughter  with  which  this 
statement  was  received  may  better  be  imagined  than 
described,  and  the  expression  of  surprise,  doubt,  confu- 
sion, and  finally  comprehension,  which  chased  them- 
selves across  “ Rusty’s  ” countenance  would  have  made 
the  fortune  of  any  painter  who  could  have  reproduced 
them. 

******* 

It  is  said  that  fishes  and  reptiles  use  their  teeth  for 
taking  their  food,  but,  like  the  birds,  they  gulp  it  down 
unchewed  and  unbroken,  if  possible.  There  are,  how- 
ever, exceptions.  The  ray,  or  skate,  for  instance,  has 
a mouth  set  traversely  across  its  head,  the  jaws  working 
with  a rolling  motion,  like  two  hands  set  back  to  back. 
In  the  jaws  are  three  rows  of  flat  teeth  set  like  a mosaic 
pavement,  and  between  these  rolling  jaws  the  fish 
crushes  oysters  and  other  molluscs  like  so  many  nuts. 
******* 

A novelty  in  artificial  fishing  flies,  say  Invention,  is 
being  brought  out  by  Messrs.  Homing,  of  Windsor  Mills. 
It  is  in  the  shape  of  a tubed  body,  which  allows  the 
angler  to  slide  it  on  and  off  any  sized  hook,  and  which 
also,  in  case  of  breakage,  allows  him  to  change  it  with- 
out difficulty. 

* * ***** 

Mr.  Henry  Ball  informs  us  that  the  London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  have  started  excursion 
trains  to  Deal  every  Sunday  at  8 a.m.  from  Victoria 
and  Holborn,  and  every  Monday — Victoria  8.30,  Hol- 
born  8.25;  returning  on  Sunday  6.5  p.m.,  Monday  7.45 
p.m.  Fare,  4s.  Tnose  who  would  like  four  or  five 
hours’  sea  fishing  should  address  Edward  Hanger, 
North  Star,  Deal,  who  will  arrange  for  boat,  bait,  and 
man,  and  supply  dinner  at  a moderate  cost. 

******* 

The  “ scievia  ” (says  the  Home  Magazine),  a little  6in. 
chub  variety  of  the  lagoons  of  Italy,  sticks  its  head 
above  the  water  and  sings  a dainty  song  equal  to  that 
of  some  speoies  of  warbling  birds.  Irigla  hirundo  (the 
sea-swallow)  is  known  to  every  fisherman  of  the  Danube 
and  the  Rhine  by  the  peculiar  grunting  noise  it  makes. 
Irigla  nolitans  makes  a whining  noise  like  a puppy, 
while  the  scievia  gather  in  bands  to  hold  regular 
concerts,  which  no  doubt  originated  the  fable  of  the 
sirens.  Some  naturalists  have  likened  the  note  of  the 
gurnard  to  that  of  the  cuckoo.  There  are  many  different 
kinds  of  fish  which  give  utterance  to  more  or  less 


u 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  7,  1894 


musical  tonoH.  The  maigre,  a largo  sea-fish,  when 
swimming  in  shoals,  utters  a purring  noise  that  may  bo 
hoard  from  a depth  of  twenty  fathoms.  Lieutenant 
Whito,  in  Ium  “ Voyage  to  tho  China  Seas,”  relates  that 
his  crow  and  himself  wore  oxtromOly  astonished  by 
hearing  certain  musical  notes  from  beneath  and  around 
the  vessel.  They  woro  various,  liko  the  bass  notes  of  an 
organ,  tho  sound  of  bolls,  tho  croaking  of  frogs,  and  a 
pervading  twang  which  tho  imagination  might  have 
attributed  to  tho  vibrations  of  somo  ouormons  harp. 
Fora  time  the  mysterious  music  swelled  upon  thorn,  and 
finally  formed  a universal  chorus  all  around,  but  as  the 
vossol  ascended  tho  river  tho  sounds  diminished  in 
strength  and  soon  ceased. 

*##•#** 
Anglers  do  not  stand  alone  in  tho  art  of  expressing 
“ surprise  ” when  tho  keeper  makes  his  appearance  on 
a prohibited  water.  Wo  print  tho  following  from  an 
Ainorioan  contemporary  : 

\ 


A 

;j|p^ 

“ Dar  comes  de  game  warden— I better  hide  dis 
partridge.” 


TDK  LONDON  UNITED  ANGLERS’ 
SOCIETIES  SEVENTH  ANGLING 
COMPETITION 

IN  AID  OF  THE  FUNDS  OF  TUB 

ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY  AND 
CONVALESCENT  HOME  FUNDS. 

On  Sunday,  July  1,  ninety-throe  competitors  tried 
their  skill  at  Ware  for  tho  sixty-one  prizes  offered,  but 
1 am  very  sorry  to  say  the  result  was  very  little  better 
than  before.  The  following  are  tho  successful  compe- 
titors • 

lb.  oz. 
1 0± 


£50  ANGLING  COMPETITION. 

Tub  Hull  Times  £50  Angling  Competition  on  the 
Anebolme,  at  lirigg,  will  take  place  on  Monday, 


1.  O.  Wade,  Good  Intent 

2.  J.  Stevens,  Walthamstow  Brothers  

3.  J.  Chambers,  City  of  London  

4.  B.  Jones.  Hearts  of  Oak 

5.  W.  KnightB,  Buxton  Brothers 

6.  H.  Bedford,  Clissold 

7.  W.  Gudgeon,  Stoke  Newington  

8.  H.  Haynes,  Good  Intent 

!9.  G.  Langton,  White  Hart 

10.  A.  E.  Payne,  Rose  and  Crown  

11.  C.  Erwood,  North  London 

12.  Fentyoyff,  Amicable  Brothers  

13.  F.  Legee,  Dalston 

14.  H.  Killick,  Enterprise 

15.  S.  Cole,  Hoxton  Brothers  

16.  H.  Lambert,  Park 

Tho  remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for  at  Enfield 

Lock  on  July  8,  competitors  to  travel  by  9.8  from  Liver- 
pool-street,  and  to  register  their  tickets  at  the  Grey- 
hound. Will  tho  committee  please  bo  at  their  po3ts 
same  as  last  Sunday  ? 

Since  my  last  report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums : Globe,  Is.  ; 
White  Hart,  10s.  S.  Malby,  Sec. 


PULBORO’  AND  AMBERLEY  ANGLING 
EXCURSIONS. 

110  MILES  RIDE  FOR  2s.  Cd. 

An  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting  from  Amber- 
ley)  will  take  place  on  July  15,  for  the  following  prizes  : 
£2,  £\  10s.,  £1,  14s.,  11s.,  10s.  6d.,  10s.  6d.,  10s.,  10s., 
10s.,  a York  ham,  and  a silk  umbrella.  Entrance  fee 
6d.,  which  will  be  added  to  the  prizes.  All  to  start  on 
the  morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred  ; Thames  measure.  No 
one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent. One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

Weighing  to  commence  at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be 
received  after  4.30  sharp.  The  weighing  to  take  place 
at  Mr.  Duke’s,  Houghton  Bridge  Inn.  All  prizes  will 
be  paid  to  the  successful  competitors  immediately  after 
weighing-in. 

All  competitors  must  get  their  tickets  stamped  at 
Houghton  Bridge  Inn  before  starting,  anyone  neglecting 
to  do  so  will  be  disqualified. 

Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p-m.,  Saturday,  July  14. 

Privilege  tickets  6d.  each.  (Privilege  tickets  will  not 
be  granted  on  Saturdays  under  any  circumstances). 
Available  for  the  whole  season,  to  be  obtained  any  day 
except  Saturdays,  of  A.  A.  Eldridge,  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  21,  Goswell-road  (close  to  Aldersgate-street 
Station  and  the  tram  terminus). 

The  special  train  will  continue  running  until  further 
notice. 


“What  a fool  dog,  I neber  knew  him  to  retrieve 
afore.” 

******* 

It  is  said  that  north  country  fishermen  are  exceed- 
ingly superstitious.  At  the  beginning  of  the  herring 
season  the  crew  all  try  to  seize  the  herring  first  on 
board,  to  see  if  it  be  male  or  female.  If  it  be  a male, 
their  fishing  may  be  expected  to  be  a poor  one ; if  a 
female,  a good  one.  Sometimes,  however,  the . skipper 
secures  it  and  hides  it  away,  salting  it,  and  laying  it  by 
for  the  season.  The  boat  must  not  be  turned  against 
the  sun.  Certain  animals  considered  of  ill-omen  must 
not  be  spoken  of  in  the  boat,  and  ministers  in  this 
respect  occupy  the  same  place  as  rabbits,  hares,  and 
pigs.  Fishermen  do  not  like  to  lend  anything  to  a 
neighbouring  boat,  lest  their  luck  should  go  with  it.  If 
they  lend  a match,  they  will  contrive — secretly,  it 
possible — to  break  it  and  keep  part,  hoping  thereby  to 
retain  their  luck. 

******* 

True  worth  is  in  being,  not  seeming ; 

In  doing  each  day  that  goes  by 
Some  little  good  ; not  in  vain  dreaming 
Of  groat  things  to  do  by  and  bye. 

For  whatever  men  may  say  in  blindness, 

And  spite  of  the  fancies  of  youth, 

There’s  nothing  so  kingly  as  kindness 
And  nothing  so  royal  as  truth. 
*****  * * 

Tommy  (looking  thoughtfully  into  his  aquarium): 
“ Mamma,  I think  the  worst  thing  about  being  a little 
fish  would  be  having  a mamma  without  any  lap.” 
******* 

The  lines  we  do  not  want  to  sec — Time’s  wrinkles. 
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each,  may  be 

lad  of  Mr.  A.  Durden,  Pier 

otel ; Mr. 

C.  Graham,  Cricketers’ 

Arms,  Prospect- 

street;  ivir.  U.  turner,  iurnauiu  uemei,  auu>uj-iu«u  , 
at  the  Hull  Timex  Office,  Whitefriargate  ; or  of  W.  H. 
Butterfield,  corresponding  secretary,  Hull  Times  Office. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  patents  is 
specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents, 
of  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with  whom  we  have 
made  arrangements  that  all  inquiries  respecting  the 
protection  of  inventions  will  be  answered  by  them  free 
of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications  for  Patents. 

H.  W.  Rowland,  of  3,  Regent-road,  Crosby,  Liverpool, 
for  “ An  electrical  minnow  for  fishing  pur- 
poses.” 

J.  F.  Green,  of  Blackwall,  London,  for  “Improve- 
ments in  well  fishing  vessels.” 

J.  R.  Richardson,  of  67,  High-street,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  Surrey,  for  “ A new  improved  anglers’ 
hook  book.” 

E.  West,  of  Nottingham,  for  “Improvements  in  and 
applicable  to  fishing  reels.” 


WOLVERHAMPTON  AND  DISTRICT 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  third  annual  angling  contest  in  connection  with 
this  association  was  brought  to  a successful  issue  on  the 
18th  ult.,in  the  canal  which  runs  through  Lord  Hather- 
ton’s  estate  at  Teddesley,  near  Penkridge.  The  after- 
noon turned  out  wet,  which  prevented  several  entrants 
appearing  at  their  pegs.  Each  competitor  was  at  his 
peg  five  minutes  before  starting  time,  and  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  allotted  three  hours  every  line  was  out  of 
the  water  in  ten  seconds  from  the  blowing  of  the 
whistle,  and  in  forty  minutes  more  the  whole  of  the 
competitors  (twenty-six)  had  got  their  fish  counted, 
weighed,  and  registered,  and  were  on  their  way  back  to 
headquarters,  the  Woolpack,  Snow-hill,  Wolverhamp- 
ton. 

On  the  28th  ult.  the  prizes,  consisting  of  a varied 
assortment  of  fishing  tackle,  eighteen  and  nine  gallon 
casks  of  beer,  bottles  of  spirits  and  w;ne,  boxes  of 
cigars,  tobacco,  &c.,  were  distributed  by  the  chairman, 
Mr.  T.  Cooke.  A social  gathering  afterwards,  in  the 
shape  of  a dinner  and  sing-song,  brought  a most  enjoy- 
able evening  to  a close.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Colman,  with  21b.  7aOz.  ; an 
extra  prize  for  the  largest  roach,  10s.,  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Gaff  ; for  the  largest  perch,  5s.,  by  Host  A.  T.  Gilbert ; 
and  for  the  two  smallest  roach  by  Signor  T.  Somerfield. 


TAILLESS  TROUT. 

While  on  a visit  to  my  old  home  in  Scotland,  a few 
years  ago,  I made  a trip  to  the  Island  of  Isla,  where, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  owner,  I enjoyed  some  rare 
trout  fishing.  While  in  conversation  with  one  of  the 
keepers,  I was  told  of  a little  lake  high  up  in  the  moun- 
tains which  abounded  in  a very  strange  variety  of  trout. 
They  were  described  to  me  to  be  much  like  other  trout, 
except  that  they  were  tailless.  Closer  inquiry  corroborated 
my  informant,  and  so  near  as  I could  find  out,  the  tails 
have  the  appearance  of  having  had  their  soft  rays 
trimmed  off.  The  lake  is  very  deep,  and  the  bottom  seems 
to  be  covered  with  small  sharp-edged  fragments  of 
brownish  looking  stones — the  native  says  the  fi sh  wore 
their  tails  off  rubbing  against  the  sharp  stones.  Unfor- 
tunately my  stay  on  the  island  was  about  over,  and  as  I 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  personally  examining  these 
strange  trout,  I dropped  a good  pinch  of  salt  on  the  story 
and  let  it  pass  my  mind.  During  the  spring  of  last  year, 
a very  estimable  old  gentleman  (and  I am  sure  a thoroughly 
truthful  one),  arrived  in  our  town  from  the  Island  of 
Isla,  where  he  had  been  land  steward  for  twenty-five 
years,  for  the  Campbells  of  Isla.  While  in  conversation 
with  him  the  tailless  trout  again  came  up,  and  he 
positively  assured  me  it  was  so.  I now  thoroughly 
believe  it,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  some  of  our 
more  deeply  versed  as  to  why  and  the  wherefore. 

I leave  hereon  the  5th  inst.,  to  try  my  luck  among 
the  trout  of  western  North  Carolina,  and  will  let  you 
hear  of  my  success. — W.  M.  B.,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


A Shark  on  a Whiffing  Line.— We  hear  from  Mr. 
Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  that  as  the  Liberty  (H.M.S. 
sailing  brig)  was  at  exercise  off  Penlee  on  July  4,  Ship’s 
Corporal  Gourley  was  towing  a line  astern,  fishing  tor 
mackerel  with  an  ordinary  silver  spinner,  when  he  hooked 
a shark  and  landed  him,  although  using  fine  gear.  The 
shark  turned  tho  scale  at  141b.  The  longth  from  the  tip 
of  the  nose  to  the  end  of  the  tail  is  2ft.  llin.,  and  the 
girth  19in.  Corporal  Gourley  also  had  several  dozen 
mackerel. 


ECONOMIZING  BAIT. 

“I  went  fishing  in  New  Jersey,”  said  a recounter  of 
fish  stories,  “ and  caught  the  biggest  string  of  eels  that 
I ever  saw.  There  is  the  tandem  eel  that  you  have  all 

When  they  go  down  or  up  the  stream  from  their 
quarters  for  the  winter  or  summer  they  go  in  single  file, 
one  behind  the  other,  like  the  primeval  man.  They 
leave  exactly  6in.  of  space  between  their  noses  and  the 
tail  of  the  eel  in  front.  , , . , ,, 

“When  an  eel  sees  that  the  fellow  ahead  is  lengthen- 
ing this  space  he  jumps  ahead,  and,  seizing  the  tail  of 
the  offender  in  his  mouth,  pulls  him  back  into  place. 

“ I dropped  my  hook  down  right  in  front  of  a string 
of  those  tandem  eels  and  the  bait  was  accepted,  and  I 
jerked  out  the  eel.  The  one  behind,  seeing  that  the 
fellow  ahead  was  running  away,  obeyed  his  instruction 
and  seized  his  tail  to  pull  him  back,  and  so  also  did  the 
one  behind,  and  so  on  to  tho  last  one,  and  I pulled  them 
out  hand  over  hand  till  I had  a great  mass  of  slippery 
eels  about  me.” — Lewiston  Journal. 


A small  codfish  will  produce  nearly  two  millions  of 
eggs.  A single  pair  of  herrings,  if  allowed  to  reproduce 
undisturbed  and  multiply  for  twenty  years,  would  not 
only  supply  the  whole  world  with  abundance  of  food, 
but  would  become  inconveniently  numerous. 

The  surest  way  to  make  a bad  anglor  mad  is  to  toll 
him  the  truth  about  himself. 


July  7,  1891] 


15 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


Reports  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.  — Tho  monthly  mooting  of  the 
j general  committee  will  tako  placo  on  Monday  evening  next, 
July  i>,  at  8.30. — It.  Giiurxey 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern  DiSTiucit 
No.  2).— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  u- 
the  St.  John's  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia,  St.  Johnl 
street-road,  Clerkenwell,  on  Monday,  the  9t,h  inst,  A cordia 
invitation  is  extended  to  all  anglers  and  friends.  Those  who  are 
fond  of  music  have  a treat  in  store. — F.  ThorlinO. 

Anglers’  Association  (Western  District)  Visiting 
List.— Tho  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  tako  place  on 
Thursday,  July  12,  to  the  Queen's  Angling  Soeioty,  Latimer 
Arms,  Latimer-road,  Notting  Hill,  when  I hope  to  see  a good 
muster  of  angling  friends.  The  Queen’s  Piscatorials  will  pleaso 
take  note  of  this  report,  as  it  is  their  next  visit  if  represented. — 
J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report,  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  Ills.  (ijd.,  collected 
at  the  competition  at  Ware  on  July  1;  £2  3s  from  the  donation 
box  of  the  Dalston  Angling  Society  ; and  £23  13s.  on  account  of 
the  Sixth  Rye  House  Competition.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  July  13,  at  8.30. — 
R.  GHURNEY. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling;  Society. —At 

the  special  general  meeting  the  election  of  officers  took  place. 
Your  humble  servant  was  elected  for  the  ensuing  season  as  secre- 
tary; H.  Challen,  chairman  for  the  quarter;  E.  Jackson,  vice. 
H.  Challen  and  B.  Abrahams  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the 
i Anglers'  Association.  The  following  are  also  on  the  committee  ; 
Messrs.  Turner,  Woods,  Hill,  Jackson,  H.  Challen,  Bridge,  and 
G.  Blades.  Next  Wednesday  the  balance-sheet  will  be  read. 
Messrs.  R.  Challen  weighed-in  dace,  and  Mr.  Hill,  bream,  &e.,  on 
the  1st  inst.  We  fish  for  Mr.  Warner’s  season  ticket  at  Welsh 
' Harp  on  July  IS,  start  fishing  at  5 a.m,,  cease  fishing  at  7.30 
(pegged  down) ; draw  for  numbers. — B.  Abrahams. 

Amateur  Rockfishers’  Association. — A competition 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rockfishers’ Associa- 
tion took  place  on  Saturday  for  a number  of  prizes.  The  follow- 
ing weighed-in ; — G.  Ross,  A.  Douglas,  J.  Smith,  Wm.  Campbell, 
C.  Massie,  A.  Angus.  J.  Scott,  J.  Gibson,  J.  Dev,  J.  Mathieson, 
i W.  Crawford,  A.  Mackie,  J.  Stewart,  A.  Mowa'tt,  D.  Main,  and 
W.  Souter.  The  point  competition  for  the  heaviest  single  fish  for 
the  month  has  now  been  decided,  Mr.  A.  Angus  winning  M-. 
Leith’s  special  prize  of  a gold  medal  with  a tine  fish  weighing 
221b.  2oz.  Mr.  James  Massie  wins  Mr.  Longmuir’s  special  medal 
for  the  heaviest  basket  in  any  one  day  during  the  month,  his  catch 
having  weighed  511b.  8oz. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  l we 
had  a good  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch  by  Messrs.  Cummings, 
Harris.  Wolk.  and  Muir.  July  8 will  be  our  roving  match  at 
Amberley.  Train,  London  Bridge  6.50.  Hope  all  members  will 
attend  next  week  to  settle  important  business. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 we 
fished  our  first  match  this  season  at  Amberley,  when  only  two 
prizes  were  taken — Mr.  G.  Rich,  first,  roach  (largest  lib.  6oz.); 
j Mr.  D.  Cooper,  second,  roach,  lib.  4oz.  Mr.  Lovett  also  weighed- 
] in  151b.  of  roach  and  bream  from  the  Thames.  Our  next  match 
will  take  place  at  Amberley  (roving)  on  July  22.  Two  new 
members  have  been  proposed. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society.— At  a special 
meeting  held  on  June  27,  an  outiDg  was  arranged  for  Dagenham 
Lake.  Messrs.  Millen,  Coneybeare,  and  Howard  were  elected 
i members,  and  three  more  members  proposed.  On  the  1st,  Mr. 
Lambaith,  jun.,  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  and  bream 
(largest  roach,  lib.  10 Joz.) ; Windier,  roach  and  bream  ; Lanning, 
bream  ; and  Millen,  dace.  The  benefit,  for  C.  Irvin  was  a success'. 
■Will  the  secretaries  of  clubs  who  hold  books  kindly  forward  cash 
as  soon  as  possible. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— On  July  1,  the 
following  weighed-in ; Bro.  Palmer,  20]b.  9oz. ; Bro.  Simpkins, 
21b.  7|oz.  ; and  Bro.  Grant  (a  new  member,  his  maiden  fish),  one 
roach,  21b.  We  fish  the  monthly  match  and  Wheeldon  Cup  at 
Forest  Row.  Train  from  London  Bridge,  8.30,  when  I shall  be 
pleased  to  see  all  our  members  show  up,  also  on  our  meeting 
nights.— W.  F.  Barratt. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society.— We  had  a fine  show 
of  fish  from  Amberley  on  July  1 by  the  following  members  : 
Messrs.  Seutt,  Tucker,  and  Tooby.  We  fish  our  monthly  prizes 
on  July  8,  at  Amberley,  leave  off  fishing  at  five  o'clock.  Mr. 
Kennedy  has  been  elected  a working  member. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Priendly  Angling  Society.— We  fished  a 
match  at  Pulboro’  on  July  1 for  three  prizes,  with  the  following 
result;  J.  Antliffe,  first ; G.  Mumford,  second;  G.  Martin,  third. 
The  next  match  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  July  15 ; three 
prizes  (roviog).  Train,  6.55  from  London  Bridge;  a van  will 
leave  the  top  of  Queen's-road  at  six  o’clock  for  London  Bridge. — 
Geo.  Mumford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials.— Our  match  which  was 
arranged  to  take  place  on  8th  inst.  has  been  postponed  till  further 
notice,  owing  to  punts  not  being  available.  We  elected  another 
new  member  last  meeting  night.  I shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
prizes  from  donors  as  early  as  possible  in  order  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  for  an  early  distribution. — A.  Trowbridoe. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Only  three 
members  weighed-in  on  the  1st  iust.,  Messrs.  J.  Warman,  J. 
Smith,  and  W.  S.  Clark — total  201b. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society  — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  gentlemen  have  weighed-in : Mr.  Foster,  roach  (largest 
llb,12oz.);  also  Mr.  Down,  roaih  (largest  lib.  Gjoz.).  We  made 
three  new  members,  and  three  more  proposed.  Mr.  Foster  takes 
Mr.  Howard’s  prize  of  a case  for  the  first  roach  over  lib.  8oz.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  we  have  our  season's  prize  list  books  in 
hand.— J.  Wheei.house, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 
Mr.  Stevens  weighed-in  fish,  among  them  being  a roach  of  11b. 
2oz.  from  Amberley.  Next  Wednesday  night  will  be  quarterly 
night,  and  July  18  limit  night.  Members  are  reminded  that  Rule  2 
will  be  strictly  enforced. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bomore  Angling  Society.— A peg-down  match  for  six 
prizes  will  take  place  on  July  22  in  the  Slough  pound.  Train 
leaves  Westbourne  Park  on  Saturday  night.  Start  by  signal. 
We  have  some  good  shows  of  fish  since  the  opening,  and  havo 
enrolled  more  new  members.  Only  July  1 the  following  weighed- 
in;:  Messrs.  Alder,  J.  Clark,  J.  Ball,  and  E.  Beazley.  Our  meeting 
nights  are  changed  to  Tuesdays. — 1'.  Staniford. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Since  the  opening  the 
members  have  had  some  good  takes.  Mr.  Balck,  eleven,  trout,  carp, 
and  golden  tench,  several  good  fish ; Mr.  W.  Rome,  chub ; Mr. 
Lamb,  dace,  heaviest  lOoz. ; Mr.  Jennings,  rudd  and  roach;  Mr. 
Ward,  tench  and  rudd ; Mr.  Burningham,  chub  and  bream;  Mr. 
Eaglestone,  chub  and  bream. — J.  H. 

Camden  Angling  Society.— On  June  24 Mr.  Marshall  had 
a nice  show  of  roach ; Mr.  Criteher,  roach,  bream,  and  dace;  Mr. 
Amey,  bream.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  A.  Norman  had  a good  take  of 
rudd,  roach,  perch,  and  jack,  about  301b.  altogether.  On  July  1 
Mr.  Marshall  had  some  good  roach,  and  Mr.  Criteher  roach.  On 
Wednesday  Messrs.  Fitter  and  Pearce  also  had  some  nice  roach, 
— E.  T.  White. 


Central  Association  of  London  Anglers.— There  was 

crowded  attendance  of  delegates  at  the  mooting  on  Monday  last, 
Mr.  Medealf  in  tho  chair,  Mr.  Goodwins  vice-chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove,  honorary  counsel.  Minutes  were  duly 
confirmed,  and  some  importaut  correspondence  road.  Tho 
secretary  reported  that  everything  had  boon  satisfactorily 
arranged  in  reference  to  tho  Pulboiough  Fishery,  which  was  now 
available  to  all  members.  An  additional  stretch  of  water  in  this 
district  lias  also  boon  obtained,  situated  between  tho  Railway 
Bridge  and  Swan  Bridge.  The  bailiffs  for  the  past  month  on  the 
Amberley  Fishery  reportod  that  some  splendid  catches  had  been 
obtained  by  members,  including  many  specimens.  Mr.  Dinnage’s 
appointment  as  local  haililT  was  agreed  to,  also  honorary  bailiffs 
wore  appointed  for  the  next  six  weeks.  The  City  of  London  and 
Rising  Sun  and  Horseferry  Angling  Clubs  applied  for  enrolment, 
and  were  duly  admitted.  Mr.  Crumplen  intimated  that  he  was, 
owing  to  his  many  engagements,  quite  unable  to  serve  on  the  com- 
mittee, and  therefore  desired  to  retire ; his  resignation  was  accepted 
with  regret,  and  a sincere  and  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
him  for  his  many  and  valued  services  to  the  angling  cause. 
Mr.  Smith  was  unanimously  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr. 
Parkin  reported  that  he  was  able,  from  personal  observation,  to 
state  that  a large  number  of  good  fish  have  been  destroyed  in  the 
Lea  at  Tottenham  and  disirict,  and  the  secretary  was  directed  to 
move  in  the  matter.  Mr.  C.  Watling,  visiting  officer,  reported 
that  a very  successful  visit  had  been  paid  to  the  Lincoln.  Privilege 
ticket  holders  will  be  admitted  to  the  meeting  of  the  Balloon 
Society  at  the  Gallery,  9,  Conduit-street,  Regent-street,  on  Tues- 
day next,  10th  inst.,  at  8 p.m.,  when  an  address  will  be  given  by 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  on  the  Thames  Fishing  and  Conservancy  Bills. 
Attention  was  directed  to  the  competition  promoted  by  Mr. 
Eldridge  at  Amberley  on  15th  inst,  and  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments will  be  made.  The  secretary  reported  that  the  issue  of 
tickets  this  season  had  exceeded  by  more  than  500  the  issue  of 
last  season,  and  the  cry  is  still  the  orders  come  in.  All  letters  to 
be  addressed  to  the  secretary  at  6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey. 

City  of  London  and  Rising-  Sun  Angling  Society.— 
On  the  1st,  Mr.  Maedonnell  weighed  bream ; Mr.  Chambers,  one 
dace,  8Joz.,  winning  third  prize  in  Anglers'  Benevolent  Competi- 
tion at  Ware.  Others  were  out  elsewhere,  but  did  not  show  up. 
Mr.  Sharpless  reported  roach  and  dace.— J.  E.  C. 

Clapliam  Junction  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 the 
following  members  weighed-in  fish:  Messrs.  H.  Blackman, 

81b.  5Joz.  bream ; R.  Chapman,  51b.  13£oz.  bream  ; A.  Painter, 
31b.  Joz.  bream;  Wm.  May,  21b.  Gjoz.  bream;  H.  Moore,  21b.  2Joz. 
roach  and  bream ; J.  Cooper,  lib.  13Joz.  bream.  Messrs.  Burton, 
J.  W.  Jameson,  and  Willgoss  also  had  fish.  We  have  elected 
three  more  new  members:  Messrs.  T.  Tringham,  Balstead,  and 
Dodman. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapliam  Strollers  Angling  Club. —We  fished  our 
second  match  on  July  1 at  Amberley,  which  resulted  in  Mr. 
Whitting  taking  the  prize  with  a fine  brace  of  bream.  — N. 
Landon. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— A successful 
visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  on 
Monday,  18th,  McWatling  in  the  chair.  Seventeen  societies  were 
represented.  The  next  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  Angling  Society,  at 
the  Metropolitan  Tavern,  Winchester-street,  King’s  Cross,  a first- 
class  visiting  club. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 several  of  our 
members  fished  in  the  competition  at  W are,  when  the  following 
were  successful  in  winning  a prize  each : Messrs.  Gudgeon 
and  Bedford.  The  same  day  we  fished  for  two  prizes,  taken  by 
Messrs.  Angle  and  Anthony.  On  July  8 we  fish  for  three  prizes, 
two  of  them  open,  and  one  special  prize  to  be  fished  for  at  St. 
Neots  only.  Will  members  take  special  notice  of  this  ? — W,  H.  A. 

Cobden  Angling  Society.  — On  July  1 the  following 
weighed-in  fish:  Messrs.  F.  Hamiabus,  E.  Baxter,  and  T.  Twy- 
man.  On  July  22  we  fish  a peg-down  match  in  Denham  Straits; 
one  rod  only  allowed ; bleak  and  gudgeon  barred;  12.8  p.m.  train 
from  Westbourne  Park  to  Uxbridge,  or  any  train  on  the  morning, 
and  register  names  to  secretary  side  of  water;  to  start  fishing 
about  3 a.m.,  and  leave  off  fishing  at  6 p.m.;  all  fish  to  be 
registered  to  the  secretary  at  the  side  of  the  water  not  later  than 
7 p.m.;  no  live  bait  to  be  taken,  and  no  raking  allowed. — T. 
TwymAN. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society. 

• — The  following  members  have  weighed-in  some  good  shows  of 
fish  since  the  opening  on  June  17  : Mr.  Norris,  roach, 

bream,  and  dace;  Mr.  W.  Long,  bream,  dace,  and  roach;  Mr. 
Dochree,  roach;  and  Mr.  A.  Long,  roach  and  dace.  June  24, 
Mr.  Sherwood,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Norris,  bream  and  dace. 
July  1,  Mr.  J.  Ritty,  tench  and  roach;  Mr.  Sherwood,  dace  and 
roach;  Mr.  Gabell,  roach;  Mr.  Walter,  roach  (two  over  a pound) ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Long,  roach,  bream,  and  dace.  The  first  day's 
outing  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  July  15.  for  about  six  or 
seven  prizes.  I hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday 
next.— W.  H.  Buiuvash. 

Dalston  Angling-  Society.— On  July  1 several  of  my 
members  were  at  Ware,  but  did  not  get  in  the  winning  list, 
except  Mr.  F.  Legge.  Messrs.  Poore,  C.  Robinson,  and  Pocock 
had  some  nice  bream,  dace,  and  roach  On  Tuesday  I had  a 
very  good  attendance;  the  secretary  asked  for  permission  to  put 
back  the  balance-sheet  till  July  17,  which  was  granted. — S. 
Maliiy. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 the 
following  weighed-in : Mr.  Foster,  roach,  21b.  4Joz. ; Mr.  Decks, 
chub  and  roach,  41b.  13oz. ; Mr.  Bulls,  bream,  91b.  Joz. ; Mr.  Otley, 
bream,  Gib.  |oz.;  Mr.  Fathers,  barbel,  Gib.  3oz. ; Mr.  Fuller,  daco 
and  roach,  41b.  5Joz. — W.  Jenkins. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.— Last  week  many  of  our 
members  had  good  shows,  and  on  ./lily  1 Messrs.  Rencber,  Price, 
Balaam,  Jerrett,  Phesay,  and  others  weighed-in.  On  July  8 we 
go  to  Ware  for  our  annual  dinner,  starting  from  Tottenham  Hale 
at  7 50  a.m.  I hope  as  many  members  ::s  possibly  can  w II  make 
it  convenient  to  attend.  Prize  lists  are  now  printed,  and  can 
be  obtained  on  any  Wednesday  night  from  the  secretary. — 
W.  H.  Tuck. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society  — .Several  of  our 
members  fished  at  Ware  on  July  l,in  the  competition,  but  Mr. 
Wilson  was  the  only  one  to  hook  a fish  (a  small  jack),  which  lie 
put  back.  We  shall  be  at  Enfield  on  July  8.  Wo  called  at  the 
Enterprise  (the  City  Arms)  and,  through  Mr.  Tuck's  introduction, 
we  received  a grand  welcome. — J.  Kipp. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— At  our  monthly  meeting,  hold 
on  the  4th  inst.,  our  annual  excursion  was  fixed  for  Wednesday, 
Aug.  1,  to  Amberley.  Three  fresh  cases  of  specimens,  set  up  by 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  were  on  view,  viz. : A chub,  31b.  9oz. , 
taken  by  W.  Holt ; two  roach,  taken  by  W.  Dix,  and  a roach, 
taken  by  J.  R.  Harding. — Eliw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— The  first  annual  dinner  was 
a great  success.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Geo.  Candy,  Q.C. 

A numerous  company  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  served  by 
Mrs.  Palmer.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  honoured,  the 
prizes  were  distributed  by  Mrs.  Candy,  who  in  a few  well-chosen 
words  complimented  tho  successful  competitors,  Messrs.  Mend- 
ham,  Talbot,  Lane,  Willett,  Pearce,  anil  Hollely,  most  of  the 
prizes  being  for  specimen  fish.  The  chairman  in  a really  eloquent 
manner  proposed  the  toast,  of  the  evening,  “ Success  to  the  Forest 
Gate  Piscatorials."  Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot  responded,  and  gave  an 
excellent  rCsumi  of  the  society's  progress  since  its  inauguration. 
He  also  reported  being  in  negotiation  for  a stretch  of  private 
water  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  members.  A varied  vocal  and 


instrumental  programme  waH  then  gone  through,  and  I take  tills 
opportunity  of  thanking  tin-  following  for  their  services  • Messrs. 
A lee.  Mead,  W,  < I . Mayes,  1-’.  Hillier,  W.  J.  Talbot,  and  ( 1.  Bowles, 
Mr.  and  M.me.  Pioraceini,  Master  Cunn,  and  the  Nice,  Harbon, 
and  Viney  banjo  and  mandoline  trio.  A valuable  list  of  prizes 
was  promised  for  the  season,  and  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  given 
to  Mrs.  Candy  for  presenting  the  prizes.-  Scribe. 

Punny  Folks  Angling  Society.— Mo  t of  our  members 
were  out  on  July  1,  and  had  some  very  fair  sport.  Messrs. 
Vanhegan,  Hill,  and  Williard,  weighing-in  roach,  bream,  ami 
perch. — G.  Paterson. 

Globe  Angling  Society.  — The  three  prizes  fished  for 
on  July  1 were  won  as  follows:  W.  Lawrence,  roach  and  bream, 
1st  (heaviest  roach,  lib.  5oz.);  W.  Balldham  (rudd),  2nd; 
A.  Wilton  (rudd),  3rd.  Also  weighed-in;  H.  Hall,  roach; 

E.  Baildham,  rudd  ; C.  Stebbings,  perch,  and  Davis  and  Ballen- 
tyne,  roach.  All  our  members  fall  in  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Gar- 
rard, as  published  in  your  last  issue,  and  think  it  is  high  time  the 
two  associations  should  be  amalgamated.  They  feel  confident 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  club  members. — W. 
Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 Mr.  West 
showed  some  nice  bream;  Mr.  A.  Crow,  bream,  roach,  and  dace; 
Mr.  W.  Bowring,  roach  (one  of  lib.  8|oz.).  The  date  of  the 
outing  will  be  decided  next  meeting,  when  we  have  very  impor- 
tant business  to  bring  forward.— John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— There  was  a fair  show 
of  fish  bvought  in  on  July  1 by  Messrs.  Maybury,  Whitmore,  and 

F.  Raynod.  There  was  a good  meeting  of  members  on  July  3. 
The  members  will  fish  for  ten  prizes  on  July  8 at  Cheshunt;  all 
start  by  first  train. — R.  Murfhy. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  annual  summer  outing 
and  dinner  of  this  society,  which  was  a great  success,  took  place 
at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  Wateringbury,  on  June  27,  when 
thirty-one  members  and  friends  were  present.  Five  prizes  were 
given  to  be  fished  for  on  the  day,  only  one  being  taken,  by  Mr. 
Sumpter.  The  usual  toasts  were  given  and  responded  to.  Mr.  J. 
Dryden,  of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society,  responded  on  behalf  of 
the  visitors.  Ten  guineas  for  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Previous  to  the  dinner  the  members  and  friends 
were  photographed. — W.  K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society.— We 

had  some  fine  roach  shown  on  July  1,  from  Amberley.  C.  Watling, 
131b.  14oz.  (four  fish  weighing 51b.  ll^oz.) ; J. Cartwright,  91b.  lOoz. 
(four  fish  weighing  51b.  l^oz.)  ; J.  Osborne.  51b.  6oz.  (one  fish, 
11b.  7oz.) ; J.  Hewitt,  bream,  61b.  13oz. ; Messrs.  J.  Blatehley, 
H.  Duncombe,  C.  Large,  Syrnes,  Richards,  and  Francis  also 
weighed-in.  We  have  a special  competition  at  Amberley  on 
July  8 for  seven  prizes,  when  we  expect  a good  muster.— J.  A. 
Fitch. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society.  — Will  members  please 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  July  11.  to  arrange  for  the  annual 
weekday  outing?  Mr.  Church  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  and 
dace,  the  best  being  a lib.  roach  and  a Jib.  dace. — G.  J. 
Toynbee. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Mr.  W.  H.  Eldridge  pre- 
sided at  the  weekly  meeting  last  Tuesday.  The  fishing  reports 
were  as  follows  : Mr.  Bartlett,  a few  whiting  pout  at  Deal;  Mr. 
Clements,  with  four  others,  45lb.  of  flounders  at  Leigh ; Mr. 
Baker,  nine  eels  from  Iielvedon;  Mr.  Zergass,  roach  and  dace 
with  fly,  one  tench  of  ojlb  , and  one  of  21b.  Ooz. ; Mr.  Vail,  at 
Heigham  Sound,  seven  roach,  lOoz.  to]Jlh.,and  a quantity  of 
rudd;  Mr.  J.  Powles-West,  seven  bream  (largest  31b.)  and 
several  roach;  Mr.  Gilbert  brought  up  four  barbel  and  some  dace 
and  bream.  Mr.  Shure  reported  having  visited  the  society’s 
water  at  Kelvedon,  and  found  an  abundance  of  fish  there.  Tho 
programme  of  the  papers,  outings,  &c.,  for  the  next  half  year, 
was  completed. — James  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — The  three  prizes  left  over  were  taken  on 
July  1,  Mr.  Jones  being  first,  roach;  Mr.  Jeffries,  second,  rudd; 
Mr.  Wells,  third,  rudd.  Mr.  G W.  Green  had  roach  and  bream; 
Mr.  A.  Fish,  bream,  and  Mr.  Walford,  bream.  Our  concert  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  the  Original  Alexandra  Angling 
Society  paid  us  a special  visit,  when  we  passed  a most  enjoyable 
evening.  We  had  a host  of  talent.  Wednesday  next  will  he 
quarterly  night. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. — Some  of  our  members 
have  been  having  rate  sport  amongst  the  roach.  Mr.  G.  Cornish 
thirty-eight  fish,  weighing  561b.,  some  over  21b.  each,  and  ten 
tench,  weighing  261b:  total,  S21b.  Mr.  G.  West,  perch  (largest 
lib.  5oz.),  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  some  excellent  roach  (one  weighing 
21b.  G-joz.,  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  for  preservation.  A committee 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  at  8.30.  Urgent  and 
important  business. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 W. 
Midson  weighed-in  roach  and  bream;  and  S.  (.'ole  was  a prize 
winner  in  the  competition  at  Ware  on  July  1. — E.  GnuRNEY. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  l 
Mr.  Pope  weighed-in  bream,  and  Mr.  Beckett  perch.  On  Wednes- 
day Mr.  W.  Weston  was  proposed  a working  member.  I would 
remind  members  that  next  and  following  Tuesdays  will  he  our 
meeting  nights  in  future. — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  following 
weighed-in  on  July  1:  Mr.  Burwash,  tench;  J.  H. Herbert,  Prus- 
sian carp,  saving  the  club  from  a blank.  On  Tuesday  last  (Mr. 
Heir  in  the  chair)  our  delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Central 
Association,  which  was  accepted. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  annual  dinners 
will  take  place  at  Mr.  J . Lyndsell’s,  the  Pied  Bull,  Stanstead,  St. 
Margaret's,  Herts,  the  week  day  members  will  dine  on  Wednes- 
day next,  the  lltli  inst.,  the  other  members  on  the  15th  inst.; 
those  who  intend  being  present  on  either  of  these  occasions  will 
please  send  in  their  names  to  the  secretary  without  delay.  The 
members  competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  July  1 last,  only  oie 
being  taken,  by  Mr.  .1.  Poole.  In  the  competition  for  Wednesday* 
last  only  Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley  succeeded  in  taking  the  required 
weight.  Ou  July  J,  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed-in  101b.  8oz. 
bream;  Mr.  W.  IJ.  Meehan,  61b.  HJoz.  of  roach  and  bream;  and 
on  July  4,  Mr.  C.  Hayward, *31b.  14Juz.  of  chub  and  roach. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 we  fished  the  Wel.  h 
Harp  for  the  season  ticket  presented  by  Mr.  Warner,  when  Mr.  E. 
Challen  was  successful  with  a few  roach.  We  have  arranged  a 
match  for  July  18  at  Uxbridge;  particulars  next  week. — A.  Ire. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers.- -It  lias  been  decided  to  have  an 
outing  over  the  August  Bank  Holiday,  leaving  London  on  Saturday. 

It'  sufficient  members  promise  to  go,  special  railway  advantages 
will  be  applied  for.  Members  must  inform  secretary  early. 
From  this  date  till  September  the  elubroom  will  dose  at  to 
o'clock.  Early  attendances  are  therefore  requested.  On  Saturday, 

I uly  14,  some  members  will  visit  Selham. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association.- -Since  last 
report  the  following  have  weighed-in : — Mr.  P.  Salter,  231b.  lOoz., 
one  bream  311).  2oz.,  one  perch  lib.  loz.,  and  a roach  lib.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  H.  Palter,  191b.  Gjoz, , one  jack  41b.  3oz.,  and  a roach  lib  3oz. ; 
Mr.  M.  Manning,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  2|oz.  Mr.  C.  Stevens, 
perch;  Mr.  J.  Gray,  perch;  Mr.  Mason,  roach,  perch,  dace,  anti 
chub;  Mr.  Tyler,  roach.  Mr.  Bagley.  fishing  the  Avon,  had  six 
roach,  each  over  lib.  8oz.,  but  were  not  weighed-in  at  club.  Our 
competition  at  Twickenham  will  take  place  ou  July  22.  On  Wed- 
nesday upwards  of  sixty  members  and  friends  were  invited  by 
our  host  and  hostess  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerlack)  to  a grand  supper, 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Harmony  followed,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Searle.  Mr.  A.  Prole  was  in  tho  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F. 


1 


1(5 


mi*:  fishing  gazkttk 


July  7,  1894 


Klrvon.  A really  Jolly  evening  wan  wound  up  by  drinking  the 
health  of  our  host  and  hoat«»8,  mid  wishing  thorn  success.  -N. 

Bn  arON. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  On  July  1 l he  following 
Hhoweil  Home  nice  llsh  : Mr.  Briley,  hreitin  and  roach  (one  hreani 
;ilh,  (ijoz.):  Mr.  MuHCatell,  roach:  Mr.  More,  hreani:  Mr.  .1. 
Barrios,  Jack;  Mr.  Packer,  bream;  and  M(r.  White,  dace,  tin 
Monday  next  we  take  our  return  vlelt  on  llui  O.D.V.L.  Any 
aotdety  that  Iuik  not  recolved  notice  by  pout  ploaac  accept  ilda. — 

W.  WATUNII. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association . — <>ur  outing  to  Inc 
Cheahlre  Deo  on  the  2Stli  ult.  waa  favoured  with  brilliant  weather, 
too  much  ho  for  huccchh  In  lly-flHhlng,  uh  a calm  hot  day,  cIoiuIIchh 
sky,  low  anti  crystal  clear  water  are  not  conducive  to  lining  the 
creel  with  trout,  and  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  Ichh  than  a dozen 
were  taken,  Mr.  T.  Place  winning  the  Hpeclal  prize  with  four  tish. 

We  vIhK  this  strictly  preserved  water  on  the  l'Jth,  wdien  it  is  to  ho 
hoped  the  weather  will  he  more  propitious,  ltn.  Wont, kali,. 

Louth  and  District  Angling  Association  The  llrst 
match  of  this  nowly-formod  association  took  place  on  June  2K  on 
the  Louth  Canal,  hetweeen  the  Iron  Bridgu  and  Austin  hen. 
Each  competitor  was  allotted  a distance  of  15yds.,  anil  the  time 
limit  was  three  hours.  There  were  seventeen  competitors,  the 
following  wore  the  winners  in  the  order  named:  Messrs.  .1.  It. 
l’orklns,  A.  Locke,  A.  Hall,  Colour-Sergeant  Stocker,  Arnold, 

T.  Wood,  J.  W.  Barham,  and  Fawkes. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.— Our  outing  on  July  1 was  a 
failure  owing  to  the  bright  weather,  only  one  prize  taken,  and 
that  by  Mr.  J.  Stansell.  I he  prizes  left  over  will  bo  Ashed  for  on 
our  next  outing.  I hope  all  members  will  be  present  next  Tuesday 
to  make  arrangements. — Jno.  COMBER. 

Newbury  Angling  Association.— At  an  extraordinary 
general  meeting  of  the  Newbury  Angling  Association,  held  on 
Monday  evening,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  on  the  pro- 
position of  Col.  Cunliffe: — “ That  a notice  be  placed  at  the  four 
hatches  on  the  river  as  follows:  Newbury  Angling  Association. 
Until  further  notice  the  above  association  give  permission  to  all 
residents  in  the  borough  of  Newbury  to  fish  in  the  Rennet  and 
Avon  canal,  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  association,  from  the  tow- 
path  between  ties  point  and  White  Houso  Bridge.  By  order,  W. 
Davis,  secretary  of  association."  Mr.  Smith  seconded.  By  this 
concession  the  Newbury  public  and  others  are  greatly  benefited. 

North  London  Angling  Society.— The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Central  Association  List  takes  place  at  tbe  above  on 
Monday,  July  1C.  On  July  1 Mr.  W.  Stretch  weighed-in  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  Ervood,  roach  (he.  being  one  of  the  successful  compe- 
titors at  Ware  who  succeeded  in  getting  fish).— H.  Stretch. 

Oak  Angling  Club— On  July  1 the  following  had  fish:  T. 
Wright,  roach;  J.  H.  Holden,  roach;  W.  Glover,  jun..  dace;  W. 
Beven,  roach.  I am  very  pleased  to  tell  you  that  our  club  is  full 
up  to  its  limited  number  of  working  members,  but  we  have  room 
for  one  or  turn  more  honorary.  Hr.  E.  Hesse,  of  the  Gresham, 
favoured  us  with  a nice  show  of  fish  on  Tuesday,  July  3,  from  the 
Cam,  three  dace  going  respectively  9^oz..  8Joz.,  8Joz.,  also  about 
121b.  of  roach,  the  largest  lib.  2oz. — J.  H.  Holden. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society  — The  members 
of  the  above  society,  accompanied  by  Host  Mead,  paid  a special 
complimentary  return  visit  to  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society 
on  July  3,  and  we  beg  through  your  journal  to  return  our  sincere 
thanks  for  the  very  cordial  reception  that  was  shown  to  us,  every- 
thing was  done  to  make  the  visit  pleasant;  there  was  a good 
muster  of  members  from  both  societies,  and  a very  happy  evening 
was  spent.- — E.  Brockett. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society.— We  had  a good  show 
of  fish  on  the  1st  inst.,  Mr.  W.  Creasey  weighed-in  roach,  dace, 
and  bream  ; Mr.  Wilton,  roach  ; Mr.  Tozer,  roach.  Members  are 
requested  not  to  go  home  and  fall  asleep  when  they  have  fish  to 
weigh-in.— W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 our  little  army 
ventured  out,  those  going  farthest  getting  the  least.  Mr.  Eeed 
had  a good  show  of  roach  and  bream ; Messrs.  Keiller,  Kirby,  J . 
Carr,  R.  Carr,  and  Bouffler,  also  having  fish.  Several  prizes  are 
given  for  August. — W.  Elbourn. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society.— At  our  last  meeting 
Mr.  W.  Walkers  was  elected  a member,  and  Mr.  Dilly  proposed. 
The  following  officers  have  been  elected  for  the  year:  Mr. 
Hattersley,  president;  Mr.  Spencer,  treasurer;  Mr.  Tidmarsb, 
chairman;  Mr.  Utting,  vice-chairman;  Messrs.  Wrigglesworth, 
Clarke.  King,  on  the  committee.  Having  resigned  the  secretary- 
ship, Mr.  H.  Mitchell  was  elected  to  take  same  over,  duties  to 
commence  next  quarterly  night  (Sept.  5). — E.  Pyne. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials.— Our  trays  were  well  filled  with  fish 
on  July  1 by  the  following  members  : Messrs.^Brett,  tench,  bream, 
and  roach;  Norris, roach  and  dace ; Gilles,  dace;  Eldridge,  dace; 
and  on  the  3rd  some  fine  dace  and  roach  by  Mr.  Norris.  I hope 
members  will  not  forget  the  return  visit  to  the  Queen’s  on  J uly  12. 
__q  H Steer 

Radcliff  and  Pilkington  Angling  Association.— The 

monthly  meeting  was  held  in  the  looms  of  the  Commercial 
Hotel  on  July  2.  Several  important  matters  respecting  the  work 
of  the  Society  were  dealt  with,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  a con- 
test at  Golgate  on  Aug.  18.  On  Saturday  last  Messrs.  Cherry 
and  Pearson  caught  a trout  each.  Several  good  roach  were  also 
taken.— J.  Shaw. 

Rodney  Picatorials.— At  our  outing  on  June  24  only  two 
prizes  were  taken,  as  follows  : Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  roach,  dace, 
and  bream,  first:  J.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  second.  The  prize  left 
over  was  fished  for  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  taken  by  a new  member. 
Mr.  J.  Wincott.  roach  and  dace,  third.  Mr.  G.  Sharman  weighed- 
in  a roach  of  lib.  13oz.,  and  he  had  also  a nice  show  of  bream. 
Mr.  J.  Davis,  dace.— F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society  — Several  of  our 
members  had  fair  sport  on  July  1.  Mr.  J.  Lovett  some  nice 
bream,  and  G.  Rickwood  a few  good  roach ; Mr.  Reade  (our 
treasurer)  fishing  at  Twickenham,  took  two  fine  roach,  weighing 
21b.  loz.  andl|lb.  Mr.  A.  Payne,  fishing  in  the  competition  at 
Ware  on  July  1,  was  fortunate  in  taking  a prize.  We  made  two 
honorary  members  on  Monday  last. — R.  G.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society  — On  July  1 several  of 
our  members  were  out,  and  some  succeeded  in  getting  very  good 
bags  of  fish,  viz.  ; Messrs.  Holder  (with  some  tine  tench),  Raw- 
son  (dace),  and  Ratillon  (a  fine  perch,  chub,  and  gudgeon).  On 
the  4th  inst,,  we  got  through  all  the  business  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  an  outing.  We  have  room  for  a few  more  members. — 
J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Alban’s  and  Excelsior  United  — Several  of  our 
members  visited  Amberley  on  the  1 st  inst. , and  met  with  varied 
success.  Mr.  H.  Allan  weighed-in  101b.  of  bream  and  roach,  one 
of  the  former  scaling  2 Jib. ; Mr.  J.  Sands  had  31b.  roach ; and  Mr. 
(1.  Turner,  roach.— Francis  J.  Dale. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society. — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  July  1,  and  we  had  a very  good  show  by 
Mr.  G.  Johns,  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  F.  Edgall,  roach. — G. 
Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.— Result  of  fishing 
for  tho  prizes  at  Amberley  on  July  1 : Mr.  Stevens,  1st  ; Mr.  J.  T. 
Wright,  2nd;  Mr.  W.  Stone,  3rd;  Mr.  J.  Wright,  4th.  Mr.  G. 
Ballinger  had  close  on  151b.  of  good  roach  and  bream,  hut  not  eli- 
gible for  the  prizes,  liaviDg  gone  down  on  Saturday.  All  members 
had  fish,  and  taken  from  the  waters  rented  by  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation. Mr.  F.  Eglington  was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and 
Mr  W.  Bignell  proposed  hh  a working  member.  Tho  medal 
promised  by  our  president,  Mr.  Shaw,  for  the  largest  roach  caught 


(luring  the  season  Is  In  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  and  can  lie 
seen  at  the  clubhouse. — J.  WRIGHT. 

SernplH  Angling  Society.  I la  g to  remind  members  of 
Mi  Jurdhie's  reading  mi  July  II.  us  we  want  a room  full,  anil  arc 
sure  or  having  a grand  trout,  so  he  in  time  (8.30  sharp).  Our 
launch  outing  will  taka  place  on  Aug.  Is  and  10  from  Windsor. 

M ('inborn  wishing  for  the  journey  are  requested  to  give  their 
imiiics  in  In  tho  secretary  at  onoa  to  ensure  their  lionets.  All 
c lubs  not  having  received  Invitation  cards  for  July  II  are 
earnestly  Invited  to  attend,  anil  will  lie  made  very  welcome. — J.  G. 
Laming. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  On  July  1,  Mr.  Massey 

weighed-in  nearly  Oil),  of  bream;  Mr.  Buttock,  hreani,  perch,  anil 
roach.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Shepherd  weiglu  d in  dace,  bream,  and 
jack  rrom  the  Thames.  Mr.  Elstob  was  unanimously  elected.— 
Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  July  1,  hut  met  with  poor  sport.  Mr.  W. 
Hooper  had  bream,  anil  T.  Lazarus  bream. — ' T.  S. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Piscatorials. 

On  July  I Mr.  J.  II.  Davies  had  a good  show  of  fish  from 

Amberley,  roach  and  bream,  1 lib.  lOoz.  The  traffic  from  South 
Bermondsey  station,  oil  the  Pulborough  and  Amberley  excursion, 

I am  pleased  to  say,  improves  each  week,  nearly  fifty  tickets 
being  taken  on  July  1. — A.  G.  SMITH. 

South  London  Angling  Society  -Since  the  opening. 
Mr.  Dartnall  inis  had  averages  of  101b.  from  Amberley.  On 
July  1 Mr.  Sergeant  had  roach  and  bream  from  Pulborough 
(largest  roach  lib.  sjoz.),  anil  Mr.  Pyle  had  bream  anil  roach.  In 
the  competition  on  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Dettmer  was  the  only 
one  who  had  enough  fish  to  take  a prize.  The  meeting  on  July  18 
will  lie  special  for  revision  of  rules. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List  — The 
next  visit  on  this  list  will  he  (laid  to  the  St.  George's  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Princoof  Wales,  St.  George’s-road,  Peekham, 
on  Monday,  July  23,  when  1 hope  they  will  receive  a bumper.— 
Alf.  Conn. 

Spalding  Angling  Club.— A prize  day  in  connection  with 
this  club  was  held  on  Wednesday.  The  day  was  exceptionally 
fine,  but  the  baskets  were  by  no  means  heavy.  Mr.  W.  Price 
secured  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  pike  (741b.),  Mr.  J.  Andrews 
landed  a perch  weighing  21b.  2oz.,  and  took  the  first  prize  for  the 
heaviest  perch,  and  an  additional  prize  for  the  weight  over  2lb. 
Mr.  A.  Jane  was  first  with  the  greatest  weight  fur  perch,’  (fib.,  and 
Mr.  Mann  with  the  greatest  weight  of  roach,  which  weighed  !)lb 
Mr.  Kcrwan  secured  the  prize  for  tench  with  a fish  weighing  ljlb., 
and  the  prize  for  tho  greatest  weight  of  mixed  fish  was  secured 
by  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Ash,  with  61b.  Uoz.  A social  evening  was  held 
on  Thursday. — E.  A.  S. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.  — The  following  members 
weighed-in  on  July  1:  Messrs.  H.  Smiih,  bream;  W.  Smith, 
bream;  Beale,  rudd ; and  Ehren,  rudd  and  bream. — G.  MARROWS. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 Messrs.  Carpenter, 
H.  Mockridge,  and  F.  C.  Gerrard  weighed-in  shows  of  tench  and 
Dream  On  July  15  we  have  an  outing  to  King’s  Langley.  Brakes 
start  from  clubhouse  at  12.30  a.m.  Friends  wishing  to  accom- 
pany us  can  do  so  by  giving  notice  to  secretary. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers. — Several  members  of  the  above  were  out 
on  July  1,  with  the  following  result:  Mr.  J.  Oakley,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr.  W.  Stephens,  bream;  and  Mr.  E.  Groves,  perch.  We 
fish  a pegged-down  match  on  July  8 in  the  Medway  for  prizes. 
The  annual  cold  spread  will  take  place  on  this  occasion,  and  I 
hope  all  members  will  compete. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society. — We  fished  a match  on 
July  1 at  Amberley,  with  tbe  following  result:  Mr.  Betts,  first, 
bream  and  roach-  Mr.  A.  Pain,  second,  roach;  Mr.  Frankum, 
third,  roach;  biggest  fish,  lib.  6oz.  The  following  weighed-in 
from  other  waters : Messrs.  Morring,  chub;  J J.  Russ,  bream ; 

J.  Russ,  bream  and  roach;  Birch,  bream.  The  remaining  prizes 
to  be  fished  for  on  July  8;  go  where  you  like.  We  bad  a good 
meeting  on  the  3rd,  Mr.  Howson  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Brookman 
balloted  for,  and  duly  elected. — H.  C. 

Wellington  Angling  Soc  ety.— All  the  prizes  in  the 
competition  on  the  1st  were  taken,  although  the  weights  were 
small.  Mr.  Gordon  secured  first  prize,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  second, 
and  Mr.  J.  J.  Westoby  third.  Mr.  Kirk  weighed-in  Gib.  barbel 
and  chub,  including  a specimen  chub  of  8|lb.  On  Wednesday, 
Messrs.  Lenham  and  .Saunders  were  elected  working  members, 
and  Mr.  Acton  James  Phillips  was  proposed,  and  after  business 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony.— C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society.— Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  July  13.  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly 
forward  them  ? On  July  1 Mr.  Richards  had  a nice  show  of  roach. 
— W.  M.  „ 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  members 
were  out  on  July  1.  The  following  weighed-in:  Mr.  F.  Homer, 
101b.  15oz.,  roach  and  bream  (one  bream  weighing  31b.  6oz.) ; Mr. 
Simmons,  21b.  81oz.,  roach;  Mr.  G.  Hobbs,  lib.  9oz.,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  dace. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club.— Since  the  opening  Mr. 
Ramsay  has  had  a perch  of  lib.  loz.,  and  Mr.  White  a chub 
of  31b.  9oz.  We  have  elected  four  new  members.  _ The  season’s 
prize  cards  are  now  ready.  Special  business  will  be  brought 
forward  on  Thursday, 8.30  sharp. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  July  1 several 
members  went  down  to  Staines  to  fish  off  their  match,  but  only 
one  member  proved  successful  (Mr.  Roser)  with  a nice  barbel.  He 
therefore  wins  the  first  round  for  the  cup  and  first  club  prize.  Mr. 
Hutchison,  jun.,  gave  us  another  grand  display  of  bream  on 
Tuesday.— J.  G. 


THE  SEVERN  FISHERIES  PROSPECTIVE 
AND  RETROSPECTIVE. 

In  the  present  day,  when  difficulties  of  an  apparently 
insuperable  nature  beset  the  path  of  modern  fishery 
legislation,  the  report  for  1893  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund, 
the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  will  prove 
profitable  reading  to  all  who  have  an  interest  in  the 
conduct  of  oar  river  fisheries  generally.  The  outlook  is 
by  no  means  a promising  one,  either  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  angler  or  of  those  interested  in  the  salmon 
fisheries  of  the  lower  or  upper  districts,  and  if  the  work 
of  the  Conservancy  Board  is  to  be  more  successful  in 
the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past,  radical  measures 
will  have  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  mitigate  the  ever- 
increasing  evils  of  river  pollution,  the  prevention  of 
poaching,  the  restriction  of  salmon  netting  in  the  tidal 
waters,  and  various  other  matters  of  almost  equal 
importance  which  demand  firm  and  fearless  legislation. 

Subjoined  we  give  extracts  from  the  chairman’s  report 
on  the  work  of  the  Severn  Conservators  during  the  past 
year,  and  also  dealing  with  the  future  outlook. 

Water  Bailiffs. — Protection  is  carried  out  more 
satisfactorily  than  was  the  case.  There  is,  however, 
still  great  room  for  improvement,  more  especially  in  the 
middle  districts.  Indeed,  if  tho  funds  of  the  Board  will 


allow  it,  an  increased  number  of  water  bailiffs  is 
urgently  required.  The  permanent  Htaff  of  bailiffs  now 
consists  of  fifteen. 

Weirs.— The  only  weirs  to  which  anything  has  been 
done  during  tbe  year  are  the  Severn  Navigation  weirs. 

All  tho  improvements  to  the  weirs  recommended  by  the 
inspector  in  1891  have  now  been  carried  out,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  weirs  are  passable  for  salmon  at  most 
states  of  tho  water. 

Waterworks. — A decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division  in  George  v.  Carpenter  decided  that  the 
Verniew  Reservoir  was  not  a tributary  of  the  Severn, 
and  so  that  licences  were  not  required  to  fish  in  it,  but 
tho  decision  goes  much  further  as  it  decides  that  the 
district  ends  at  the  foot  of  tho  reservoir,  so  none  of  tho 
tributaries  of  tho  reservoir  are  in  the  district,  and  none 
of  the  bye-laws  of  tho  Board  as  to  netting  or  modes  of 
fishing  or  the  powers  of  the  water  bailiffs  apply  to  the 
reservoir.  In  effect  poaching  may  Vie  carried  on  there 
to  any  extent,  and  the  Board  is  powerless  to  stop  it. 
The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  18  George  III.  probably 
still  apply  to  it.  Whether  any  steps  should  he  taken  to 
rectify  this  anomaly  is  a matter  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Board. 

Pollution. — The  matter  of  pollution  remains  much 
in  the  position  it  was  last  year,  hut  the  very  dry  season 
has  caused  the  pollution  to  be  more  destructive  in  some 
cases  than  usual. 

Finance. — The  net  income  of  tbe  Board  for  the  year 
1893,  excluding  the  balance  brought  forward,  is 
.£1141  5s.  3d.,  the  largest  sum  the  Board  has  ever 
received  in  any  one  year.  This  is  due  to  the  income 
from  salmon  licences,  which  is  the  highest  received  from 
this  source  since  1871,  and  ,£29  4s.  lOd.  in  excess  of  the 
salmon  licences  during  the  last  ten  years,  while  the  net 
sum  from  trout  licences  is  .£21  Is.  Id.  less  than  the 
highest  amount  ever  received.  The  net  trout  licences 
are  slightly  in  excess  of  last  year,  though  not  as  high 
as  in  1891. 

Licences. — (a)  Salmon. — Salmon  licences,  including 
the  fees  for  endorsements,  have  reached  .£689  6b.  Od.  (6) 
Trout. — In  trout  licences  there  is  for  1893  a slight  fall- 
ing off  of  10s.  6d.  as  compared  with  1892,  but  although 
slight  the  falling  off  is  progressive.  As  the  fixed  engines 
and  nets  have  declined,  a question  arises  whether  it  will 
not  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Board  to  put  in  force 
its  powers  and  to  abolish  all  modes  of  fishing  for  trout 
and  fresh-water  fish  except  by  rod  and  line,  with  a 
reservation  to  allow  netting  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  when  it  is  considered  beneficial  to  the  fisheries. 
The  question  is  raised  by  a memorial,  from  the  land- 
owners  on  the  Upper  Severn  urging  the  abolition  of 
night  lines  on  the  ground  of  the  injury  they  do  to  the 
trout  fishing.  It  is  a question  of  policy  for  the  Board. 
In  its  favour  it  may  be  urged  that  the  revenue  obtained 
is  insignificant,  and  that  the  abolition  would  greatly 
facilitate  protection.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  among  many  members  of  the  Board  that 
owners  of  private  fisheries  should  not  be  restricted  in  the 
way  they  take  fish  in  their  own  waters.  The  question 
as  to  how  far  the  Board  should  net  in  the  interests  of 
angling  as  opposed  to  other  interests  is  a very  important 
one.  So  far  the  policy  of  the  Board  has  been  to  do  equal 
justice  as  far  as  possible  to  all  classes  of  fishermen. 
Whether  the  Board  should  depart  from  this  rule  and 
make  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  largest  and  most 
important  class  of  fishing  carried  on  in  fresh  water,  and 
one  that  contributes  very  largely  to  its  revenue,  is  a 
matter  it  must  now  determine. 

Prosecutions. — Although  fifty-eight  cases  were 
reported,  for  various  reasons  it  was  undesirable  to 
prosecute  in  sixteen,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  not 
prosecuting  discourages  the  water  bailiffs  in  getting 
cases.  It  will  not  be  disproved  that  a large  number  of 
offences  against  the  fishery  laws  are  undetected  and  that 
the  cases  reported  in  no  way  represent  the  breaches  in 
the  law  daring  the  year. 

Results  of  the  Season. — It  has  never  been  more 
difficult  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  salmon 
than  in  1893.  Above  the  Hock  Crib  the  season  has  been  a 
complete  failure,  probably  the  worst  on  record,  as  from 
March  onward  there  was  never  any  water  to  bring  the 
fish  up,  but  from  below  this  point  to  the  boundary  of  the 
district  the  accounts  are  most  contradictory.  As  to 
fish  other  than  salmon  the  return  shows  Trout,  an 
average  season ; grayling,  below  the  average  ; white  fish, 
decreasing  in  the  Severn ; eels,  considerably  below  the 
average  ; lamperns,  a failure. 

Conclusion.— The  outlook  with  regard  to  the  Severn 
fisheries  is  by  no  means  a hopeful  one  for  salmon. 
There  have  been  several  very  bad  spawning  seasons,  and 
the  number  of  spawning  salmon  is  not  nearly  as  large  as 
it  used  to  he.  The  existing  spawning  grounds  are  not 
half  stocked,  and  the  result  is  that  the  number  of 
samlets  is  not  so  great  as  it  ought  to  be  to  keep  up  the 
proper  stock  of  salmon  in  the  river.  This  seems  to  be 
going  on  year  after  year,  so  that  bad  fishing  seasons 
must  be  expected.  If  the  Severn  depended  solely  for  its 
catch  on  what  it  bred,  things  would  be  in  a very  bad 
way  indeed.  Fortunately  it  does  not,  but  still  the  lack 
of  stock  is  a matter  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Board 
should  he  directed.  With  regard  to  fish  other  than 
salmon,  the  outlook  is  also  not  hopefnl.  The  eel  and 
lampern  fisheries  are  notably  declining  year  after  year, 
and  while  it  maybe  that  the  trout  fishing  is  improving  in 
some  parts  of  the  district,  yet,  taken  as  a whole,  the  stock 
of  fish  is  also  decreasing.  It  may  be  because  the  river 
is  so  much  more  fished  than  it  used  to  bo,  hut  the  fact 
remains,  and  unless  the  Board  takes  some  stepB 
the  decline  of  the  fisheries  threatens  to  become 
permanent. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  June  29.  Mr. 
T.  Coles  presided  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice- 
chair. The  meeting  was  not  so  well  attended  as  the 
officers  wished  it  to  be.  The  President  pointed  out  the 
good  work  the  society  had  done  since  its  formation,  and 
also  of  its  steady  financial  and  numerical  progress,  and 
stated  that  the  society  was  in  a sound  condition,  and 
that  the  sum  of  .£35  had  been  added  to  the  general  fund 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  making  a total  of  close 
upon  .£130  being  placed  to  tho  credit  of  the  society. 
The  election  of  the  chief  officers  resulted  in  Mr.  T. 
Coles  being  re-elected  as  president,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
vice-president.  Mr.  H.  Miller  was  also  re-elected  as 
secretary,  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hughes  trustees,  and  Mr. 
C.  White  treasurer.  The  election  of  the  committee  will 
be  held  on  September  2L  next.  The  prizes  are  rolling 
in  for  the  Benevolent  Contest,  some  twenty  articles  are 
already  to  hand,  and  from  what  I can  see  the  number 
will  far  exceed  those  of  previous  years.  The  Brookfields 
Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at  Pershore  on  J uly  1. 
The  contest  was  of  three  hours’  duration,  and  was  fished 
during  midday,  under  a tropical  sun,  the  result 
being  that  the  catches  of  fish  ran  small. 
A new  angling  association  is  being  formed  at  Ban- 
bury. The  objects  of  the  association  are  to  acquire 
certain  private  waters  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  also 
to  share  the  privilege  granted  by  the  railway  companies 
to  travel  at  reduced  fares.  With  this  in  view  they  have 
made  an  application  to  become  affiliated  with  the  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association.  The  River  Avon  this  year 
appears  to  be  full  of  fish,  and  some  extraordinary 
catches  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the  fish  get  over  their 
spawning  ; they  are  yet  far  from  being  in  a takable 
condition.  The  Hearts  of  Oak  challenge  cup  will  soon 
be  on  view  at  their  clubhouse  in  Berkley-street.  It  is 
made  of  sterling  silver,  the  weight  of  which  is  over  40oz., 
and  the  cost,  with  shade  and  stand,  about  ,£18.  I hear 
that  only  about  thirty  anglers  will  fish  in  the  competi- 


tion for  money  prizes,  promoted  by  the  Bellbarn  Club 
at  Persboro  on  Monday  next.  This  is  not  very  encourag- 
ing for  thoso  who  have  worked  to  make  the  contest  a 
success ; but  experience  will  be  gained  by  those  who 
have  promoted  the  affair,  and  next  year  better  results 
may  follow.  ____ 

FROM  THE  BORDERS. 

Tho  heavy  thunderstorm,  with  accompanying  down- 
pour, on  Monday  night,  had  the  effect  of  bringing  down 
most  of  the  rivers  in  Northumberland  and  Berwickshire. 
On  Tuesday,  Tweed,  Whitadder,  and  Till  were  of  a deep 
ruddy  colour,  and  very  much  swollen.  In  spite  of  this, 
however,  the  trout  were  rising  very  freely  to  the  fly  by 
evening,  since  when  heavy  baskets  have  been  got  all  up 
the  different  rivers,  many  takes  including  very  heavy 
trout  of  a size  not  frequently  got  on  the  fly.  Mr.  P. 
Urquhart  had  171b.  from  Tweed  on  Tuesday  evening,  and 
Mr.  Nicholson  111b.  ___ 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Despite  the  adverse  atmospherical  conditions  a large 
number  of  fishermen  have  been  at  work  in  the  district.  On 
July  1 Boston  was  full  of  Sheffielders  who  came  down 
by  the  various  excursion  trains.  On  Saturday  morning 
upwards  of  a hundred  anglers  arrived  by  the  ordinary 
trains,  while  three  specials  in  the  evening  brought  1257. 
Upwards  of  400  more  fishermen  came  down  on  July  1, 
and  during  the  day  the  banks  of  the  various  rivers  and 
drains  were  literally  lined  with  anglers.  Local  “ hands  ” 
who  have  fished  late  in  the  evenings  in  baited  swims 
have  made  fair  baskets,  one  or  two  sportsmen  getting 
101b.  and  121b.  of  mixed  fish  with  the  worm  from  the 
Forty-foot.  On  this  river  eels  have  again  predominated. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Johnson  secured  sixteen  very  fine 
specimens,  weighing  close  upon  101b.,  and  a tench 
weighing  2-jlb.  Other  successful  anglers  have  included 
Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Dunn,  Mr.  Branson,  and  Mr.  Pick. 
In  connection  with  the  Spalding  Angling  Club  a prize 
day  was  held  last  week,  in  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Price 
secured  the  prize  for  the  best  pike,  one  of  7|lb.  ; Mr. 
J.  T.  Andrews  was  first  for  the  best  perch,  his  heaviest 
fish  being  21b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  A.  Jane  secured  first  prize  for 


tho  greatest  weight  of  peroh  (61b.),  and  Mr.  Mann  wad 
first  for  roach  with  91b.  ; Mr.  Kerman  took  the  prize 
for  tench,  which  weighed  ljlb. ; and  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Ash 
obtained  the  prize  for  the  greatest  Weight  of  mixed  fish 
(Gib.  9oz.).  _____ 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  continues  in  excellent  condition. 
Some  very  good  trout  have  been  taken  during  tho  past 
week,  and  below  the  lock  large  roach  and  dace  are  rising 
in  all  directions.  A trout  weighing  2 lb.  51oz.  was 
taken  on  Monday  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grovehill,  and 
two  more  have  been  caught  near  Burton  Hall.  Veighing 
respectively  lib.  9oz.  and  lib.  7|oz.  The  East  Hu 
Angling  Society  held  their  second  -match  of  the  season 
on  the  lake  at  Warter  Priory  (by  kind  permission 
C.  H.  Wilson,  Esq.,  M.P.).  The  first  prize  was  taken  by 
Mr.  William  Calvert  with  71b.  5jOz.  of  fish.  On 
Saturday  last  the  Waltonian  Angling  Society  held  their 
second  match  of  the  season  at  Brigg.  on  the  River 
Ancholme.  Mr.  A.  Clark  took  the  first  prize  with 
21b.  5oz.  The  Minerva  Angling  Society  will  fish  their 
second  match  of  the  season  on  Saturday,  July  2S,  and  on 
Monday,  August  G,  the  Old  Sculcoates  Angling  Society 
will  fish  their  first  match  of  the  season,  and  on  the  same 
day  the  Social  Angling  Society  will  hold  their  third 
match  of  the  season  at  Brandy  Wath,  on  the  River 
Ancholme.  


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  not  been  a great  amount  of  angling  done 
since  my  last  notes,  owing  in  great  measure  to  the 
excessive  heat  which  prevailed  for  four  or  five  days. 
Night  fishing  has  mainly  been  resorted  to,  and  in  a few 
instances  with  marked  succe33.  The  lesser  streams 
seem  to  have  made  the  best  returns,  notably  in  one  case 
in  South  Westmorland,  where  an  angler  secured  a 
basket  of  thirty-three  trout,  others  having  to  content 
themselves  with  fewer.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Eden,  Mr.  Heelis,  Appleby,  has  headed  the  list  with  nice 
takes  of  trout  and  grayling,  and  Messrs.  Fleming  and 
C.  W.  Watson,  Kendal,  have  done  fairly  well  amongst 
the  trout  in  the  Hutton  district. 


The  MOSCROP 


Advantages  of  the  Reel. 


No  Screws,  taken  to  pieces  by  the  fingers  alone 
in  ten  seconds. 

Only  one  plate  on  handle  side,  no  liability  to 
a host  of  mishaps. 

Holds  line  to  (nearly)  full  diameter. 

Is  ventilated.  Has  adjustable  drag. 

Strength.  Simplicity— in  case  of  accident  can 
get  at  the  damage. 

REFERENCES. 

F.  M.  BLAND Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 

C.  F.  BBENAN Spring  Gardens,  Manchester. 

J.  BDSHBY Frankby,  near  Birkenhead. 

E.  O.  SMITH Oxf  and  Cambs.  Club,  Pall  Mall. 

T.  S.  TURNBULL Fountain-st.,  Manchester. 

GIBSON  DYSON. ..Rutherford,  Roxburghshire. 
L.  W SCOTFORD  Cheltenham. 


PATENT  REDUCED  PRICES 
REEL . FOR  1894. 


SENT  ON  APPROVAL 
ON  RECEIPT  OF  P.0. 


J.  B.  MOSCROP, 

25,  MARKET  PLACE, 

MANCHESTER. 


Disadvantages  of  Ordinary  Reel. 


Screws  getting  loose,  tedious  work  of  taking 
to  pieces. 

Plates  becoming  bent,  sand  getting  in,  rivet 
of  handle  pin  rubbing  against  inner  plate, 
causing  unequal  drag. 

Holds  line  only  to  cross  bars. 

The  complicated  parts  make  it  liable  to  get 
out  of  order. 


PRICES  FOR  1894. 

Without  Drag.  With  Drag.  Weight. 


2$  Inches  .... 

. 12/6  .. 

. 5 ounces. 

3 

..  12/-  .. 

. 14/6 

..  7 „ 

3i  

. 17/6  .. 

, 10  „ 

4 

. 21/-  . 

••  15  „ 

44  

..  26/- 

..  22  .. 

See  my  announcement,  page  iii.,  “WHITAKER";  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK”;  page  ii.,  “ A.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,"  “PUNCH,”  <fcc. 


Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
Buit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


TRODT  FISHING  in  NORWAY. 


LAZE  VYRNWY, 

NORTH  WALES  vi&  OSWESTRY. 

NEAREST  STATION— LLANFYLLIN,  CAMBRIAN  RAILWAY. 

650  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

Spinning  and  Trolling  is  allowed  on  the  other  part  of  the  lake  (about  500  acres). 
Good  Rough  Shooting  from  Sept.  1st  by  Day,  Week,  or  Term. 

Apply  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Vymwy  Hotel. 
GROUSE  MOORS  TO  LET. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS’  SPECIALITIES. 

FREEMAN'S  ANGLERS’  BAIT  (“KINGFISHER”  BRAND). 

For  Roach  and  all  fish  which  take  a paste  bait.  Is  coloured  and  flavoured  perfectly.  Holds  wel 
together.  Tins  Gd.  and  Is.  By  post  9 or  15  stamps.  Also  in  Id.  and  2d.  packets. 

Sold  by  most  dealers  in  tackle. 

Ask  for  Freeman’s  “ Kingfisher  ’’  Brand  Bait,  and  do  not  be  put  off  with  something  else  on 
any  pretext  whatever.  See  our  name  and  address  Is  on  every  tin  or  packet. 


APPLY— 

AASERALS  TOURIST  HOTEL  & SANATORIUM, 

MANDAL  (NORWAY). 


FREEMAN'S  COMPOUND  RHODIAN  OIL. 

A powerful  flavouring  agent  for  bread  and  other  pastes.  Most  effective  to  mix  up  with  Ground  Balt 
Bottles  Gd.  and  Is.  By  post  9 or  15  stamps.  Also  in  3d.  bottles.  Of  most  flshing-tacklo  dealers. 

ONLY  MANUFACTURED  AT 

FREEMAN’S  PHARMACY,  CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Wholesale  terms  on  applying. 
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FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Tmc  following  worn  tho  HiiocosHful  competitors  in  tho 
competition  promoted  by  the Oponshaw  Anglers  in  ordor 
of  merit : Messrs.  8.  Wild,  J.  KogorH,  W.  WillitttnHon, 
Ji.  Pierce,  G.  Yatos,  W.  Uodon,  C.  P.  Milneo,  J.  H. 
Chadwick,  J.  Jackson,  and  S.  Rubery.  Thirty-throe 
fiHhod,  twonty-two  weighing-in.  Tho  llrook  Anglers, 
Swinton,  fished  a match  on  tho  30th,  with  tho  following 
result:  1 nt,  T.  Uromelow  ; 2nd,  J.  Sykes:  3rd,  E. 
Wassam ; 4th,  10.  Roberta;  5th,  It.  Kirahuw;  Oth,  G. 
Haywood;  7th,  W.  Woraloy.  Mr.  Robinaon,  of  Pendle- 
ton, writes  in  respect  to  tho  Woraloy  Canal : “ I think 

tho  canal  will  give  satisfaction  before  the  dose  of  tho 
aeason.  I have  aeon  more  fish  taken  this  aoason  than  I 
have  for  many  years  paHt  bo  oarly.”  The  Karl  of  Sefton 
Club  fish  a match  at  Astley  on  tho  14th  near  to 
Lingard’s  Bridge.  Tho  Wellington  Anglora  fished  their 
first  matoh  on  the  30th  at  Blackley,  when  the  following 
took  prizes:  E.  Booth,  W.  Tinker,  S.  Aldoroft,  G. 
Davis,  G.  Tongo,  E.  Woodhouso,  W.  Hare,  R.  Mottram, 
R.  Leo.  Many  waters  aro  already  suffering  through  the 
dry  weather.  ____ 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Tho  nice  showers  have  effected  a decided  improve- 
ment in  angling,  and  has  been  the  moans  of  consider- 
ably increasing  tbo  attendance  at  the  river  side.  As  a 
rulo  at  this  time  of  tho  year  roach  fishing  greatly  pre- 
dominates, and  this  is  again  the  case,  the  catches  at  the 
Leicester  waters  having  been  well  up  to  the  average  all 
round.  The  best  sport  has  been  had  between  Leicester 
and  Aylestone,  and  a few  of  the  catches  were  : Mr. 
Manship,  151b.  roach  ; and  Messrs.  Wardle,  Richardson, 
and  Moulding,  71b.  each.  At  the  weir  good  lots  of  chub 
have  been  secured,  Mr.  Houghton  having  specimens 
lib.  8oz.  and  lib.  2oz.,  and  up  at  Aylestone  this  species 
has  been  among  the  spoil,  Mr.  Blackwell  having  one 
fish  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  Horton  landed  a brace  of  rare  dace 
from  the  Ayiestone  brook.  Since  the  rise  in  the  waters, 
anglers  have  again  been  busy  trying  for  pike,  and  a few 
brace  of  decent  fish  have  been  caught.  Foxton  and 


North  Kilworth  have  been  freely  visited  by  the  frator-  | 
nity.  At  tho  former  place  the  pike  have  come  on 
rapidly,  and  roach  of  medium  sizo  have  lately  been  I 
taken  in  largo  quantities.  Very  fine  eels  have  also  been 
caught,  tho  best  up  to  3.11b.  ana  2jlb.  by  Mr.  Allen.  Tho  ■ 
Blaby  and  Narborough  waters  have  been  well  fished,  j 
and  those  anglers  who  sought  sport  down  the  favourite  ] 
Wreako  Valley  weighod-in  a good  lot  of  fish  at  the 
Leicester  clubs  on  their  return. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Fair  sport  with  roach  and  bream  is  now  being  obtained 
at  all  the  fishing  stations  on  tho  Yaro  and  Bure.  The 
catches  are  not  largo  yet,  but  fair  all-round  baskets  have 
been  secured.  Already  several  angling  visitors  have 
come  into  the  district,  and  with  the  hot  weather  wo 
are  now  having  they  will  soon  play  havoc  among  the 
great  shoals  of  fish  with  which  our  watorB  abound. 

The  waters  aro  all  in  good  order,  and  consequently 
prospects  are  very  good. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  in  our  district  is  running  at  an  exceptionally 
low  ebb,  and  is  in  grand  condition  for  barbel  fishing. 
Scores  of  fish  have  not  yet  left  the  shallows,  and  most 
of  those  already  caught  with  the  rod  have  been  killed  in 
the  streams  not  over  deep.  Generally  they  were  found 
to  bo  in  good  condition.  At  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  T.  Wood, 
the  lessee,  has  enjoyed  fine  sport  with  the  fly  amongst 
chub,  and  he  has  also  succeeded  in  creeling  four  really 
handsome  river  trout,  the  best  was  nearly  2£lb.  Trout 
are  rarely  bagged  in  the  Trent.  At  Wilford,  Mr.  J . Boyd 
and  Mr.  G.  Bee  have  taken  something  like  a score  of 
barbel  between  them,  and  a large  quantity  of  large  fish 
have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  those  frequenting  the  Holme 
Pierrepont  and  Col  wick  lengths.  In  the  rectory  section  at 
Colwick  Mr.  W.  Hobson  has  creeled,  with  fly,  fourteen 
chub  in  two  outings,  and  chub  have  been  met  with  at 
Shardlow  and  Sawley.  Shardlow,  so  far,  has  yielded 
very  few  barbel,  but  the  swims  contain  any  number  of 
large  fish.  During  the  past  week  I have  had  the 


ploasuro  of  a conversation  with  Mr.  Walbran,  the 
distinguished  grayling  fisher  of  Yorkshire,  at  Leeds, 
and  was  shown,  in  his  well  appointed  shop,  some  of  his 
celebrated  imperceptible  spinning  flights.  They  are 
just  tho  thing  for  a river  like  tho  Trent,  and  I have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  them  to  tho  notice  and  use 
of  my  numerous  angling  friends  using  the  waters  of  our 
local  river ; they  are  simplicity  itself. 

FROM  READING. 

River  traffic,  weedy  water,  and  the  oppresive  heat 
have  been  the  barriers  against  fishing  of  late,  and  sport 
is,  practically  speaking,  at  a standstill.  A criterion 
of  slackness  of  pastime  might  be  gathered  from  the 
statement  that  a miserable  roach,  scaling  well  under 
half  a pound,  secured  the  first  prize  in  a competition 
instituted  by  the  Reading  Waltonians  the  early  part  of 
this  week.  Mr.  Collier  appropriated  the  prize. 

Capt.  Somerset  occupied  the  chair  at  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  Newbury  and  District  A.  A.  An 
amendment  to  the  rules  in  trout  fishing,  which  met 
with  the  favour  of  the  meeting,  was  that  none  be  appro- 
priated under  lOin.  in  length,  thus  abolishing  the  old 
rule  of  lib.  Mr.  Pyke  proposed,  and  Mr.  Smith 
seconded,  that  the  length  be  increased  to  llin.,  but  the 
proposition  was  rejected  by  the  meeting. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  continuance  of  fine  weather  has  caused  a large 
number  of  anglers  to  leave  the  city  for  the  drains  and 
rivers,  and  sport  has  been  good.  Great  havoc  has  been 
played  among  the  bream,  which  are  now  in  excellent 
condition ; in  fact,  the  catches  have  been  composed 
almost  solely  of  this  fish  ; many  of  them  scaled  between 
4lb.  and  51b.,  and  were  in  excellent  condition.  Roach 
are  not  yet  fit  to  take,  and  I am  pleased  to  see  that 
anglers  are  becoming  alive  to  the  fact  that  it  is  to  their 
own  interests  to  leave  them  alone  for  the  present.  In  a 
few  weeks  the  Lincolnshire  drains  will  provide  excellent 
all-round  sport.  Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been 


Just  Out.  Price  6s.,  Cloth.  Uni- 
form with  former  vols. 

ANGLERS’  EVENINGS 

(THIRD  SERIES). 

PAPERS  BY  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
MANCHESTER  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

“ A book  which  anglers  everywhere  should  put 
in  their  bags  when  they  start.”— Glasgow  Herald. 

“ One  which  every  fisher  will  read  with 
delight.” — Scotsman. 

“ ADglers  will  find  this  a book  much  to  their 
taste,  and  full  of  very  agreeable,  varied  reading.” 
—Daily  News. 

Every  word  will  bear  reading  and  re-reading." 
—Angler. 

“An  interesting  and  very  readable  series  of 
the  “ Anglers'  Evenings.” — Manchester  City  News. 

“ Eleven  brace  of  as  good  angling  papers  as 
were  ever  creeled  under  one  cover.  — Fishing 
Gazette. 

“ The  best  of  all  the  papers— and  that  is  saying 
a good  deal— are  those  on  Scotch  fishing.” — Daily 
Chronicle. 

“ It  gives  one  a distaste  for  fishing,  and,  being 
in  the  material  guise  of  literature,  almost  a dis- 
taste for  books.” — Saturday  Review. 

MANCHESTER : 

ABEL  HEYWOOD  & SON,  Oldham  Street. 

LONDON: 

SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL,  & CO.,  Limited. 


THE  TOURISTS’  NEW  VADE  MECUM. 


NOW  READY.  48pp.  Price  6d„  by  Post  6ld. 

THE  HOLIDAYS, 

BEING  THE 

Summer  Number  and  Tourists' 

EXTRA 

OH1  THE 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET, 

FULLY  ILLUSTRATED. 

This  EXTRA  Number  of  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 
has  been  specially  prepared  as  a BUDGET  of  suggestions 
and  of  good  Entertainment  for  Holiday  folks. 

Under  several  headings,  such  as 


I WISHING  in  TWO  RIVERS  and  SIX 
LAKES,  together  with  4,000  acres  of 
Preserved  Shooting.  COBDEN’S  HOTEL, 
Capel  Curig,  five  miles  from  Bettws-y- 
Coed.  Healthiest  climate  and  prettiest 
situation  in  N.  Wales.  Water  and  sani- 
tation perfect. — F.  C.  COBDEN,  late 
member  Harrow  School  and  Cambridge 
University  Elevens. 


Bread  and  Biscuit  Paste  Superseded. 

HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

XING’S  NATURAL  (Paste)  BAIT? 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette , Land  and  Water , J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  anglers  of  the  day. 
The  “Trent  Otter,”  says:  “I  killed  with  King’s 
Bait  39  fish  that  weighed  22Jlb.,  many  over  lib. 
each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets  3d., 
6d.,  and  Is. ; postage  extra. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

Awarded  Diploma,  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883. 

For  the  Preservation,  with  all  their  sheen  and 
brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roach,  and  other 
Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is. ; by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM.-A  superior  Water- 
proof Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines, 
Wading  and  Shooting  BootB.  Easily  applied  and 
lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and 
Is.;  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WI.  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue  Rd.,  Ipswich. 


Tra  LIGHTEST  BODS  IN  USE.  Weight  7 to  10oz. 

Booth’s  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod, 4s.  8d.  c»«,. 

12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box. 

Carriage  paid  for  4$d.  extra. 

“ Constant  ubs  for  7 years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it”— Marston,  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept  28, 1889. 

SPLIT  CANE 
American  Fly  Rod,  two  tops,  nickel  fittings,  wood 
case,  16s.  6d. 

FINE  DRAWN  G-TTT, 

XXX,  16  Inch,  4b.  per  100;  undrawn,  17  Inch,  2s.  9d. 
per  100 ; 3 yard  Gut  Cast,  strong,  2b.  lOd.  per  doz. 
Light  4-Joint  Sheffield  Roach  Rod,  4s.  2d. 
If  not  approved  money  returned. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon-street,  Hull, 

Fishing  Bod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant. 


LINES  FOR  SEA-FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 

Throw  lines  for  fishing  off  Piers  and  Rocks 
Is.  3d. ; Is.  »d. ; 2s.  3d.  ; 2s.  9d. ; or  0s.  Od. ; post 
free. 

Rod  lines  complete.  Smelt,  9d.  ; Is.  ; Is.  3d. 
Mullet,  Bass,  Pollack,  or  Codling,  Is.  Od. ; 2s.  3d. 
3s. ; 3s.  Od. ; post  free. 

Mackerel  or  pollack,  for  towing  after  a boat 
rowing  or  sailing,  Is.  Od. ; 2s.  9d. ; 3s, ; 4s. ; 6s. 
post  free.  Larger  for  yachts,  Os.  Od. ; 7s.  Od.  ; 9s. 


HOLIDAY  HAUNTS, 

HOLIDAY  READING, 

HOLIDAY  HINTS, 

HOLIDAY  DRESS, 

HOLIDAY  SKITS, 

HOLIDAY  PHOTOGRAPHY, 

this  publication  shows  how  a Holiday  may  be  made  the 
best  of,  at  the  least  possible  trouble,  and  at  the  least 
I possible  cost. 


Among  the  Contents  will  be  found  Papers  on 

Switzerland,  the  Mediterranean, 
Norway,  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Thames, 


Scotland,  Wales, 

The  Popular  Seaside  Resorts, 
North,  South,  East,  and  West, 


Whilst  in  lighter  vein  Mr.  F.  C.  Glould  describes  some  “ Famous  Men  s 
Holidays.”  Hints  also  are  given  as  to  Farm  and  Country  Lodgings, 
and  there  is  not  a page  in  “ The  Holidays  ” without  a picture. 

« THE  HOLIDAYS”  is  obtainable  from  all  Newsagents , and  at  the  Railway 
Bookstalls,  or  from  the  Publisher,  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Offices,  Tudor- 
street,  E.C.  ______ 


THE  DERBYSHIRE  DERWENT. 


COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS  AT  THE 


(Late  of  157,  Commercial  Road,  E.) 
Of  Tackle  Dealers  Everywhere. 


THE  FISHER’S  DRINK, 

Ask  for  “ IVANHOE  ” when  filling 
your  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 


D.  A.  RHIND  & CO., 

LEITH,  NT.B. 


NOTTINGHAM  MADE,  SUPERIOR 
FINISH,  CROSS-BACK  REELS. 

3in.,  2/9;  3|in.,  3/3;  4in.,  4/-;  41in.,  4/9.  With 
Optional  Check,  2/-  extra. 

NOTTINGHAM  HAND-MADE, 
SUPERIOR  FINISH,  RODS. 

Roach,  Dace,  Barbel,  and  Pike,  from  5/-  each. 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(Roach  or  Fly)  at  16/-  each. 

THIRTY  YARDS  OP  SUPERIOR 
WATERPROOFED  LINE. 

Double  Tapered,  6/-  each. 

Makers  of  Pure  Silk  Plaited  and  Twisted  Lines. 
Baits,  Lobworms,  &c. 

S.  DALE, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER 
AND  GUT  IMPORTER, 


HEARDER  & SON, 

The  Celebrated  Tackle  Makers, 

PLYMOUTH. 

Established  1770  Highest  Awards  Everywhere. 


GREYHOUND  HOTEL,  CR0MF0RD. 

Close  to  that  portion  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Water  on  which  the  Fly  only  is 
allowed,  and  near  to  tho  “ bonnie  birchwood  stream.”  Information  and  tickets  can 
bo  obtained  from  MATTHEW  HILL,  Proprietor. 


7,  ST.  JOHN  STREET,  NOTTINGHAM. 

ESTABLISHED  1840. 

Maker  of  the  original  Centre  Pin  Reel. 
Speciality. 
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taken  in  the  Derbyshire  streams,  but  the  water  is  now 
low  and  very  clear,  and  a good  fall  of  rain  would  be 
welcome,  

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  water  is  too  low  and  bright  for  heavy  creels  to  be 
obtained.  Few  trout  may  be  found  on  the  feed  except 
late  in  the  evening.  Coarse  fish  have  been  rising  well, 
and  large  numbers  of  chub,  dace,  and  roach  have  been 
taken.  Eels  have  been  running  fairly  well.  A large 
gathering  of  Shrewsbury  anglers  last  Thursday  witnessed 
the  netting  of  the  Severn  within  the  borough  of  Shrews- 
bury, which  took  place  under  the  authority  of  the 
conservators,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  piko. 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Owen  manipulated  the  bush  net, 
and  the  proceedings  were  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Morris,  who  represented  tlio  board.  Only  about 
a dozen  fish  were  taken  (heaviest  weighing  about  91b.). 
A much  greater  haul  of  fish  was  certainly  expected,  and, 
as  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  large  quantities  of  pike 
do  exist,  it  will  be  a matter  for  the  local  anglers  to 
consider  whether  a more  effectual  means  of  ridding  the 
river  of  them  than  by  bush  netting  oannot  be  devised, 
say,  for  instance,  the  purchase  at  so  much  per  pound  of 
all  fish  obtained  by  rod  and  line  angling. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK.— Angling  both  for  salmon  and  trout  has  fallen 
off  on  the  majority  of  waters,  owing  to  unfavourable 
winds  and  bright  sunshine.  On  a couple  of  days  some 
fair  sport  was  had  at  salmon  on  the  Lee,  and  on  the 
lower  reaches  the  trout  took  well  on  a few  evenings. 
The  Blackwater  has  yielded  but  very  poor  sport,  and 
rain  is  needed  before  any  decent  sport  can  be  expected. 

KERRY.— Salmon  angling  has  improved  at  Killarney, 
and  the  trout  fishing  has  been  of  a good  description  at 
this  station  also.  On  Waterville  lake  the  white  trout 
angling  has  not  been  quite  as  good  as  expected,  but  the 
weather  has  been  unfavourable.  Sea  trout  are  coming 
up  into  this  water  in  largo  shoals,  and  good  sport  is 
sure  to  be  had  when  the  weather  gets  more  favourable. 


The  Aquarium  will,  on  July  10  and  following  days, 
be  the  scene  of  an  extremely  pretty  show  of  young  cage 
birds.  The  most  marked  and  noticeable  feature  of  this 
display  is  the  almost  entire  absence  of  noise,  for  the 
young  fledglings  have,  as  a rule,  not  yet  found  out  how 
to  sing.  There  will  be  no  extra  charge  for  this  display. 
The  Aquarium,  which  through  all  this  hot  weather  is 
one  of  the  coolest  buildings  in  London,  sees  the  last 
twelve  days  of  the  International  Coaching  Exhibition, 
which  closes  on  July  17- 


THE  EISIIING  GAZETTE 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.  D.  C.— The  “ minnow  bottle  ” or  trap  which  you 
have  accidentally  broken,  may  be  replaoed  on  appli- 
cation to  Mr.  Alfred,  20,  Moorgate-street. 


Comspontetut 

do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

A KENNET  TROUT. 

Sib, — On  Satu  rday  evening,  June  23,  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes, 
a new  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  captured  a 
trout  weighing  111b.  12oz.,  on  the  Kennet,  at  Newbury, 
from  the  newly  acquired  water  of  the  society. 

I had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  fish  imme- 
diately upon  its  capture.  It  was  a female  fish  in 
magnificent  condition,  as  the  measurements  show,  it 
being  only  28|in.  long  over  all,  and  19 jin.  girth  at  its 
greatest  depth.  The  fin  rays  and  dentition  were  those 
described  by  Dr.  Giinther  as  typical  of  the  S.  fario, 
southern  variety.  The  markings  consisted  of  round 
black  spots,  sparsely  scattered  on  the  upper  part  of 
body  above  the  lateral  line,  but  none  below  it.  They 
were  much  thicker  at  the  base  of  and  on  the  dorsal  fin. 
The  adipose  fin  was  tipped  with  pink.  The  fish  was, 
as  before  stated,  a female,  and  evidently  fertile,  the 
ovaries  containing  spawn  in  a semi-developed  condition. 
The  fish  was  captured  under  the  apron  of  the  weir, 
sinking  and  drawing  with  a nearly  dead  gudgeon  on  a 
single  hook.  The  rod  was  an  lift,  fly  rod  with  a short 
top,  and  played  the  fish  in  a wonderful  manner  con- 
sidering everything.  The  fish  on  being  hooked, 
dashed  across  the  pool  through  the  boil  of  the 
weir  to  the  opposite  side,  and  made  for  a sub- 
merged post,  where  it  certainly  would  have  been 
lost  if  it  had  not  been  frightened  back  by  the  landing 
net,  when  it  again  dashed  back  into  the  full  flood  of  the 
lasher,  leaping  twice  on  being  checked.  The  miller,  who 
was  an  interested  spectator,  at  once  turned  off  the 
water,  and  the  fish  soon  afterwards  was  brought  to  the 
net  (which  happily  was  large  enough  to  accommodate 
it)  and  safely  landed. 

This  fish,  it  is  believed,  has  been  hooked  more  than 
once,  and  indeed  had  been  on  a previous  occasion  three 
times  in  the  net,  but  the  purse  was  too  shallow  to  hold 
it,  and  it  finally  succeeded  in  breaking  away.  Both  Mr. 
Mayes  and  the  Piscatorial  Society  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  capture  of  this  fish,  the  finest  specimen 
taken  on  any  river  in  the  kingdom  this  year,  and  one 
which  beats  the  standard  record  of  the  society  by  more 
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than  2|lb.  It  is  indeed  a reward  richly  deserved  by  the 
society  for  their  enterprise  in  taking  new  water  for  the 
use  of  their  members.  Charles  S.  Patterson. 

[This  interesting  account  of  the  capture  of  a Kennet 
trout  was  unavoidably  omitted  last  week.] 


RIVER  TRIP  OF  THE  T.A.P.S. 

Sir,- — The  annual  summer  river  trip  of  the  committee 
and  friends  of  the  T.A.P.S.  has  been  fixed  for  Thursday 
July  26,  1894,  to  start  from  the  Garden  Steps  of  Alfred 
Nuthall.Esq.,  J.P.,  TbameB-street,  Kingston-on-Thames, 
at  10.15,  and  will  take  up  passengers  at  Hampton  Court 
Lock  on  arrival  of  the  train  at  Hampton  Court  at  11.14. 
The  journey  will  be  to  Staines  and  back  to  Hampton 
Court,  where  a sumptuous  dinner  will  be  provided  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  close  to  Hampton  Court  Station,  in  Mr. 
Mayo’s  excellent  style.  The  tickets  are  half  a guinea 
each,  and  include  the  trip  on  the  launch  and  the  dinner 
in  the  evening.  The  new  and  splendid  saloon  launch 
La  Burgoine , which  is  fitted  up  with  every  accommoda- 
tion and  is  the  largest  on  the  river,  has  been  engaged, 
and  an  early  application  for  tickets  is  desirable.  The 
committee  have  arranged  with  Mr.  John  Mayo  to  supply 
refreshments  on  board,  to  avoid  having  the  usual  luncheon 
at  Staines,  and  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  accom- 
modation on  the  launch  they  are  prepared  to  take  a 
greater  number  of  friends  on  this  occasion.  It  is  a very 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  trip,  and  will  pass  through  the 
Chertsey  Regatta  both  going  and  returning. — I am,  &c.J 
W.  H.  Brougham,  Secretary. 

FISHING  AT  LOUGH  CONN. 

Sir,— Through  the  courtesy  of  some  of  your  corre- 
spondents I was  able  to  obtain  much  valuable  information 
with  regard  to  the  fishing  at  Lough  Conn,  co.  Mayo, 
Ireland.  A party  of  four  of  us  went  to  Thomas  Clarke’s 
hotel,  Court  Cloughans,  near  Ballina,  and  we  were 
thoroughly  comfortable.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  provided 
excellent  plain  fool,  wdl  cooked  and  cleanly  served,  and 
though  this  “hotel”  is  not  in  the  least  like  the 
Metropole,  yet  for  comfort  and  cleanliness  it  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired.  As  to  the  sport  to  be  obtained, 
although  the  weather  was  against  us  the  whole  time,  we 
did  very  well.  I had  never  used  a double-handed  rod 
before,  but  yet  I got  six  grilse  and  salmon,  four  on  fly 
and  two  on  troll.  They  ranged  from  8 Jib.  to  51b.,  while 
one  of  our  party  got  one  of  101b.  on  fly,  and  two  others 
about  61b.  each.  We  lost  several  salmon  througu  our 
inexperience.  The  trout  ranged  from  51b.  to  about  Jib., 
while  I was  the  lucky  captor  of  a gillaroo  of  31b.  8oz.  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  boatmen  provided  by 
Clarke  ; they  were  simply  indefatigable,  and  after  eleven 
hours’  rowing  were  even  more  keen  than  we  were.  My 
I trout  averaged  ljlb. — I am,  &c.,  W.  F.  Booth. 


NOW  READY! 
NOW  READY! 
NOW  READY! 
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PlSHINCi  AT  KILREA. 

Sin,  I hoo  tliat  “froo”  salmon  and  trout  fishing  iH 
lining  offorod  to  onHtomors  by  tho  proprietor  of  the 
MoreorH  Hotel  at  Kilroa,  in  your  udvortising  oolumnw. 
Ah  I have  fiHliod  at  Kilroa  for  a good  many  yoarH  and 
finished  tho  season  thoro  last  October,  it  i«  (food  noww 
to  bo  told  that  tho  fishing  is  now  “ froo.”  I havo  always 
paid  a guinea  lioonoo,  and  a guinea  a wook  for  tho  fish- 
ing, and  I want  to  know  whothor  tho  good  nows,  abovo 
referred  to,  is  really  truo  ? Trout  fishing,  from  tho 
bank,  has  alwayB  been  froo  on  the  llann,  but  tho  river 
is  as  big  as  tho  Thames,  and  this  froo  fishing  is,  there- 
fore, not  worth  inuoh  to  tho  fly  fisherman.  I hope  to 
put  in  my  usual  month  on  tho  llann  this  soason,  and 
should  theroforo  bo  glad  to  havo  this  point  olearod  up, 
both  for  m.V  own  Bake  and  for  that  of  othor  intending 
visitors.  Personally,  I havo  always  found  the  llann 
worth  tho  money  abovo-namcd  plus  tho  cost  of  a boat 
— and  it  is,  aooording  to  my  experience,  the  best  autumn 
salmon  river  in  Ireland. — I am,  &o.,  C.  W.  Gedney. 


THE  CLOSE  SEASON  ON  THE  WAVENEY. 

Sir, — I Boe  in  tho  East  Suffolk  Gazette  of  Juno  2G, 
an  acoount  of  threo  members  of  tho  Lake  Angling 
Society,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  making  an  extraordinary 
catch  of  fish— 1281b.  in  three  days,  near  Beccles.  As  it  is 
now  the  middle  of  the  spawning  soason  in  the  Waveney, 
I do  not  think  it  very  sportsman-like  to  take  fish  in 
that  fashion,  as  angling  clubs  and  anglers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood make  it  a closed  season.  I dare  say  my 
London  angling  friends  are  ignorant  of  the  spawning 
season  outside  London,  and  as  the  paragraph  states 
that  they  intended  to  “ come  again,”  I should  advise 
them  to  consult  the  wator-bailiff — Mr.  G.  Bouse — as  to 
the  spawning  season,  who  would  be  glad  to  give  any 
information  needed. — I am,  &c., 

A Waveney  Angler. 

[Our  experience  of  London  anglers  is.  that  they  are 
always  ready  to  fall  in  with  the  wishes  of  local  anglers, 
and  if  an  intimation  were  sent  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
London  clubs  defining  the  close  season  which  it  is 
desired  should  be  adopted  for  the  Waveney,  we  have 
no  doubt  such  close  season  would  be  loyally  adhered  to. 
Unfortunately,  the  Waveney,  coming  under  the  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  Act,  has  no  close  season.] 


HEELING. 

Sir, — Will  you  let  mo  ask  your  cosmopolitan  readers 
whether  they  think  the  “whiting”  or  the  “herling” 
of  the  Solway  streams  should  he  identified  with  the 
“ school  ” peal,  which  I described  last  week,  or  the 
finnock.  My  own  conviction,  from  experience  with  the 
Border  Esk  “ herling,”  is  that  they  should  not,  but  I 
give  it  with  the  utmost  deference  to  those  who  have  had 
greater  opportunities  of  comparing. 

These  are  the  grounds  for  my  conviction.  First, 
“ school  ” peal  or  finnock  will  average  12oz.  or  lib.  in 
weight,  herling  scarcely  6oz.  Secondly,  peal  have  a 
square  tail,  while  the  herling’ s is  more  or  less  forked. 
Thirdly,  peal  or  finnock,  or  for  the  matter  of  that, 
every  other  locally  designated  sea  trout,  is  rounder  and 
thicker,  and  has  a shorter  head  comparatively  than  the 
herling.  Fourthly,  peal,  finnock  (I  mention  these 
because  they  exist  in  extreme  points  of  the  island),  and 
herling,  run  into  fresh  water  at  the  same  time,  yet  the 
latter  will  scarcely  weigh  one  half  as  much  as  each  of 
the  others. 

These  points,  which  can  be  better  explained  when  one 
is  handling  a herling,  compel  me  to  think  that  the 
herling  is  a salar,  not  exactly  in  smolt  stage,  but  which 
has  emigrated  to  the  brackish  and  extensive  waters  of 
the  Solway,  and  returned  for  a short  period  to  the 
fresh.— I am,  &c.,  Noss  Mayo. 

P.S.— Owing  to  somebody’s  hurry — probably  my  own 
—“synonymous”  was  printed  for  “simultaneous”  in 
my  letter  last  week.  _____ 

FISHING  ON  THE  DUDDON. 

Sir, — A week  or  two  back  I saw  a gentleman  inquir- 
ing about  the  fishing  in  the  Biver  Duddon.  I had  not 
time  to  answer  his  letter  at  the  time,  but  if  he  wishes 
to  have  any  information,  I shall  be  pleased  to  answer 
any  questions,  if  he  will  write  me  through  the  Editor. 
By  the  way,  I heard  that  on  Saturday  last  a herring 
was  caught  in  the  Duddon  estuary  weighing  5‘lb.  The 
fish  was  sent  to  Barrow  for  exhibition. — I am,  &c., 

“ Dottrel.” 


ANGLEB’S  TBIALS. 

Sir, — Whilst  strolling  along  the  banks  of  one  of  the 
charming  rivers  of  Shropshire  I witnessed  the  capture 
of  a fine  trout  under  particularly  disadvantageous  con- 
ditions. An  angler,  well-known  in  the  neighbourhood, 
had  hooked  a trout  in  a deep  hole,  which  was  so  shaded 
by  trees  and  overhung  by  bushes  that  an  opening  of 
about  a yard  square  was  all  the  space  left  through  which 
to  play  the  fish.  After  playing  him  carefully  for  a while 
the  fisherman  seemed  to  be  getting  on  terms  with  him, 
when  a large  rough-coated  dog,  Beeing  from  the  next 
field  a splashing  on  tho  water,  jumped  into  the  river 
and  made  for  the  place,  where,  quickly  arriving,  he 
swam  round  and  round  the  hole,  making  dashes  at  the 
fish  whenever  he  appeared  above  water.  To  add  further 
to  the  trials  of  tho  agonised  sportsman,  a fox  terrier, 
hearing  the  shouting  and  imagining  “ rats,”  also  dashed 
into  the  river,  and  the  two  dogs  deliberately  hunted  the 
fish  whenever  it  came  to  tho  surface.  For  a long  time  it 
seemed  as  if  by  no  possibility  the  lino  and  fish  could 
escape  contact  with  the  legs  or  mouths  of  the  dogs  ; 
but,  the  latter  having  at  last  been  seized  and  dragged 
out,  the  fish  was  safely  landed,  to  the  no  small  joy  and 
relief  of  this  “much  enduring”  disciple  of  “Old 
Izaak.” — I am,  &o.  J.  G.  L. 


“ SCIENTIFIC  ANGLING  AND  OTHER  MATTERS.” 

Sir, — Tho  artiolo  in  your  issue  of  Juno  30  under  this 
hoading  is  so  truo,  that  I am  compelled  to  personally 
thank  “ H.  G.G.”  for  a few  moments’  onjoyablo  reading. 
Ho  has,  I know,  livod  by  flood  and  field,  and  truly 
dopiots  Homo  of  tho  groat  onjoymonts  a fisherman  has. 
Truly  does  ho  remark,  “It  may  bo  madness,”  but  I 
never  know  a fisherman  a bad  man,  or  rathor,  lot  mo 
qualify  my  remark  by  saying  that  many  fishormen  have 
vices,  but  thoro  is  some  redeeming  foaturo  in  tho  man 
which  reduces  them  to  par. 

“II.  G.  G.”  spoaking  of  tho  boautios  of  animal  and 
vegetable  life,  is  probably  moro  of  a summer  fisherman, 
but  to  a lover  of  Nature,  what  can  compare  with  a 
frosty  morning  on  tho  river  when  tho  troos  bond  down 
with  hoar  frost,  and  our  friend  “Mr.  Luce”  is  on  the 
war-path.  When  tho  Bnow  is  on  tho  ground,  and  tho  otter, 
rat,  and  all  creeping  things  show  their  “ little  footprints 
in  the  snow.”  When  (notwithstanding  tho  Act)  you 
can  take  your  gun  with  you  and  have  a little  bit  “ on 
your  own,”  and  then  homo  to  a good  dinner  with  a well 
full  of  fish,  and  perhaps  not  having  seen  a soul  all  day. 

I open  my  diary  at  haphazard,  and  find  “ Jan.  21.” 

Called  at  the  lock  and  mot  B from  town.  Poor  old 

M very  bad,  and  likely  to  peg  out.  Got  four  little 

pike  between  Hammerton  Bank  and  Monkey.  Eight 
runs  at  tho  back  of  the  island  ; only  got  one.  4Jlb.  Got 
four  more  between  Queen’s  Eyot  and  Lady  Dixie’s,  one 
lOilb.  Had  a go  at  the  roach  till  dark,  with  bread ; 
got  about  three  dozen,  some  nearly  21b.,  and  many  over 
one  pound. 

Who  could  see  the  glorious  Thames  now  and  not  be  a 
better  man,  and  consequently  a fisherman  ? 

(Whisper) — In  Bray  Weir  there  are  some  of  the  largest 
barbel  in  the  Thames.  A waterman  said  to  me  yester- 
day, “They  lays  about  here,  sir,  early  in  the  morning 
just  like  Pollypusses,  and  gentlemen  think  they  are 
trouts.” — I am,  &e.,  “ Roman.” 

SEA  FISHING  AT  JERSEY. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “C.  G.  D.,”  of  June  23,  may  I say 
that  when  I was  quartered  in  Jersey,  several  years  ago, 
I had  good  fun  with  a rod  and  line  (an  old  trout  rod), 
fishing  from  the  pier,  or  breakwater,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  harbour.  With  a brother  officer,  I used  to  go  out 
just  as  the  tide  began  to  flow,  and  fish  till  a little  past 
the  turn.  We  got  some  curious,  and  hideous,  worms 
from  an  old  fisherman.  Nasty  red  and  white  beasties, 
like  centipedes,  and  we  used  bits  of  them.  We  caught 
all  sorts  of  fish,  and,  as  my  mate  used  to  say,  never 
knew  what  we  should  get  next.  The  best,  however, 
were  whitings — the  sort  with  their  tails  in  their  mouths, 
not  the  herlings  of  the  Scotch  borderland. 

I quite  forget  if  we  used  floats,  but  I think  we  must 
have  done  so.  We  quite  set  the  fashion  at  the  time,  and 
every  rod  in  the  shops  was  quickly  bought  up.  I advise 
“C.  G.  D.”  to  use  his  least  valuable  rods  and  reels, 
as  the  salt  water  plays  havoc  with  them. 

There  was  another  gentleman  who  used  to  catch  lots 
of  mullet — I think  with  shrimps,  or  shrimp  spawn.  He 
used  to  go  out  to  a big  rock  at  low  water,  and  fish  till 
the  tide  went  out. 

1 heard  that  there  were  some  fish  in  a very  reedy  pond, 
or  tarn,  near  St.  Peter’s,  but  we  had  no  boat,  and  so 
could  not  try  for  them. — I am,  &c.,  C.  F.  S. 


WHAT  IS  IT? 

Sir, — To  settle  a dispute  I send  you  a small  fish  which 
I purposely  do  not  name.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to 
reply  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and 
say  what  the  fish  is  P — I am,  &c.,  P.  Drummond. 

[The  little  6-inch  fish  to  hand  is  a parr  of  one  of  the 
migratory  Salmonidce,  which  we  should  not  like  to  say, 
as  at  this  size  it  is  almost  impossible  to  tell  with 
certainty],  _____ 

LARGE  ROACH. 

Sir, — I have  seen  several  very  large  Arun  roach, 
which  I should  most  decidedly  say  were  not  hybrids  ; 
and,  even  if  they  were,  surely  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  proving  it,  but  to  call  such  roach  hybrids 
because  they  weigh  21b.  6oz.,  21b.  8oz.,  or  21b.  lOoz. 
appears  to  me  ridiculous.  The  fact  is,  both  roach  and 
bream  are  large,  big-framed,  and  marvellously  robust  in 
this  river,  partly,  I think,  on  account  of  constantly 
contending  with  the  strong,  heavy  streams.  The  bream 
are  very  powerful,  and,  combined  with  this  robustness, 
vary  much  in  colour  from  bream  and  roach  in  ponds  and 
many  non-tidal  rivers.  Re  dabs  rising.  There  is  nothing 
unusual  in  one  or  more  fish  following  a companion  in 
distress  ; carp,  barbel,  roach,  &c.,  are  often  in  the  habit 
of  indulging  in  this  peculiarity.  It  may  arise  from 
either  curiosity  or  affection.  Be  fresh- water  shrimps.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Harmsworth,  I saw  a large  number  of  fresh- 
water shrimps  in  the  Darenth  the  other  day  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dunton  Green,  also  some  fine  caddis, 
and  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  transporting  the 
former  from  one  water  to  another  in  large  numbers  all 
alive  and  kicking. — I am,  &c.,  E.  W.  E. 

P.  S. — If  it  be  proved  that  they  are  hybrids  this  should 
stop  prizes  being  given  for  roach  proper. 

ACCOMMODATION  AT  SUNBURY. 

Sir, — I recently  went  with  two  friends  to  Sunbury  for 
a few  days’  fishing  (with  Stroud,  fisherman),  and  bad  a 
good  day  among  the  perch.  We  made  our  headquarters 
the  Flower  Pot  Hotel,  near  Stroud’s  Ferry,  and  a good 
cold  luncheon  was  sent  to  us  on  the  water,  consisting  of 
fish,  meat,  vegetables,  salad,  pastry,  cheese,  and 
attendance,  for  2s.  (id.  each  person.  Everything  was  of 
the  very  best,  and  I feel  it  my  duty  to  ask  you  to 
publish  this  for  tho  benefit  of  brother  anglers  who  may 
oare  to  patronise  Sunbury. — I am,  &o.,  J.  C.  Bedwin. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  COMPETITION. 

Sir, — I take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  insert  this 
letter  in  these  columns,  as  I wish  to  defend  myself  from 
the  rumours  that  are  going  about  regarding  the  Seventh 
Competition.  I havo  just  received  a letter  from  a society 
which  has  greatly  surprised  me.  In  the  first  place 
several  gentlemen  informed  tho  committee  that  if  they 
allowed  tho  prizes  left  over  from  March  to  be  competed 
for  without  a fresh  entrance  fee,  they  would  withdraw 
them.  Secondly,  why  in  the  name  of  goodness  do 
gentlemen  put  their  names  on  tho  committee  and  never 
attend,  but  simply  grumble  at  those  who  do  the  work  ? 
Trusting  that  I have  not  taken  up  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space. — 1 am,  Ac.,  S.  Malby 

(A  Disheartened  Secretary). 


FISHING  NEAR  GRAVESEND. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  wliat  places 
there  are  for  fishing  at,  or  within  a radius  of  ten  miles 
round,  Gravesend,  Kent?  Also,  whether  the  Medway, 
near  Cuxton,  or  the  Darenth,  near  Farningham  Road, 
would  be  of  any  good? — I am,  &o.,  “ Live  Bait.” 


FROM  THE  SEA. 

Sir, — I am  afraid  Cap’n  Cod  did  not  quite  under- 
stand my  explanation  of  the  rubber  eel  darting  forward 
when  liberated.  I meant  that  the  fish  would  seize  the 
india-rubber  tail  and  hold  it  for  a second.  In  fact,  I 
have  often  felt  it  so,  then  suddenly  the  line  would 
slacken,  and  I should  feel  a tug  in  earnest  when  the 
whole  of  the  bait  was  taken.  If  Cap’n  Cod  tries  this 
with  an  india-rubber  sand-eel,  taking  the  end  of  the 
tail  between  his  fingers,  he  will  soon  see  what  I mean. 
It  is  easier  shown  than  described.  I have  often  made 
the  remark  to  friends  in  tho  boat : “ Now  he  has  got  the 
tail  of  the  bait.”  “Now  he’s  let  it  go.”  “ Now  I’ve 
got  him.”  And  I invariably  pulled  in  my  fish. — I am,  &c., 

Plymouth.  Willian  Hearder. 

THE  RODING. 

Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  of  the  Roding  at  Theydon  Bois,  Essex? 
What  kinds  of  fish  are  there  to  be  obtained  ? What  are 
the  best  baits?  And  how  far  is  the  river  from  the 
station  ? — I am,  &c.,  E.  W.  E. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE. 

Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  the  name  of  a place  or  two  in  Derbyshire — rather 
off  the  beaten  track,  but  within  comfortable  reach  of 
Matlock  and  Buxton  by  rail — where  good  fishing  may 
be  had  at  a reasonable  rate.  Cmteris  paribus,  the 
scenery  in  tho  neighbourhood  would  be  a consideration. 
A suggestion  as  to  comfortable  quarters,  either  inn  or 
farmhouse,  would  be  also  most  welcome. — I am,  &c., 
“ Black  Spider.” 


THE  “VAGA”  DEVON. 

Sir, — In  your  notice  of  tackle  last  week  in  Fishing 
Gazette,  page  626,  you  speak  of  the  extended  slit  in  the 
Devon  minnow  (“  Long-slit”)  as  being  new.  I beg  to 
enclose  you  a sample  of  the  “ Vaga  Devon,”  which  have 
been  selling  for  more  than  twenty  years.  The  principle  is 
the  same  ; but  I also  <jlaim  for  mine  that  its  weight  will 
sink  it  quickly  in  rapid  streams,  for  which  it  is  well 
adapted ; and  it  will  spin  well  in  still  water,  whilst  the 
fins  are  protected  by  the  hooks,  and  cannot  strike  the 
fish.  Have  found  this  bait  much  approved,  few 
customers  who  have  once  tried  them  but  send  for  more. 
I also  enclose  price  list  of  tackle  and  materials. — I am, 
&c.,  R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  R.S.O. 

[The  Vaga  Devon  is  one  of  the  best  modifications  of 
that  bait  we  have  ever  seen. — Ed.] 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LOOE. 

Sir, — I shall  be  glad  of  general  information  as  to  the 
sea  fishing  at  Looe  (Cornwall)  in  middle  of  August. 
Does  it  compare  favourably  with  Fowey  ? Price  per 
week  at  which  small  sailing  boat  and  man  can  be 
hired? — I am,  &c.,  “Lac.” 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Hearder  will  reply]. 

THE  “LANDER”  REEL— A CORRECTION. 
Sir, — In  a recent  letter  to  you  I said  that  the 
“ Lander  ” reel  could  be  had  from  all  the  fishing  tackle 
manufacturers  in  Redditch.  It  should  have  read  “ all 
with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  & Co.” 

By  kindly  inserting  this  you  will  oblige,— Yours  faith- 
fully, T.  Lander. 

Bromsgrove-road,  Redditch. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  PLYMOUTH. 

Sea  fishing  is  very  much  improved  during  the  last 
week,  all  kinds  being  more  plentiful.  Mackerel  are 
rising  well  and  are  taking  the  silver  spinnor  greedily, 
although  they  show  a preference  for  fine  gut  and  taokle. 
Pollack  are  to  be  had  at  the  back  of  the  island,  just 
outside  the  lighthouse  end  of  tho  breakwater,  and  at  the 
Rennie  Rocks.  I have  heard  of  some  good  takes  of  bass 
off  the  Start ; the  fish  run  very  large,  and  tho  gear  must 
be  strong  to  hold  them.  Tho  best  single  Marana  gut 
with  a rod  is  the  best  means  of  capturing  them,  and  the 
bait  can  be  eitherthe  natural  sand-eel,  the  Plano-convex 
minnow,  or  the  drab  indiarubbor  sand-eel.  Some  fine 
bass  havo  been  soon  amongst  tho  pilos  of  tho  promenade 
pier,  so  fishermen  ought  to  look  out  for  them  at  their 
various  haunts.  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth, 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  14th,  1894. 


A REVISED  AND  ENLARGED  THIRD 
EDITION  OF  “ THAMES  AND 
TWEED.”  * 

As  a learned  judge  said  to  his  brother  judge  at  a bar 
dinner,  “No,  brother;  not  bad  port  wine;  there  is  no 
bad  port  wine ; some  port  is  better  than  other,  but  there 
is  no  bad  port  wine.”  So  say  we  of  fishing  : some  fishing 
is  better  than  other , but  there  is  no  bad  fishing.”— From 
“ Thames  and  Tweed,”  p.  25. 

Mr.  George  Hooper,  who  in  his  eighty-second 
year  brings  out  this  revised  and  enlarged  edition 
of  his  captivating  book,  is  as  fine  a specimen  of  the 
all-round  sportsmen  as  England  can  show.  We 
anglers  have  cause  to  congratulate  ourselves  that 
such  a keen  foxhunter  and  shot  should  in  no 
qualified  terms  claim  pre-eminence  for  angling 
as  a sport. 

But  I need  not  insist  further ; angling  must  be 
admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  ancient,  and  I claim  for 
it  the  credit  of  being  the  most  scientific,  the  most 
absorbing,  and  the  most  satisfying  amusement  that  can 
be  followed  in  the  way  of  sport.  Neither  is  the  fascina- 
tion it  exercises  over  its  votaries  of  an  evanescent 
character.  Men  “lose  their  nerve  ” and  give  up  hunt- 
ing; they  lack  strength  for  walking;  tbeir  eyesight 
fails  and  they  give  up  shooting ; rowing,  after  a certain 
lime  of  life,  becomes' irksome  ; crieket  and  football  are 
out  of  the  question  ; but  who  over  gave  up  fishing  ? or 

* “Thames  anrl  Tweed.”  By  George Rooper,  author  of  “ Flood, 
Field,  and  Forest,”  “Tales  and  Sketches, " &c.  Third  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged.  London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Company  Limited,  St..  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  Crown 
Evo,  cloth  extra,  price  2s.  Cd. , post  free. 


has  hoard  of  anyone  giving  up  fishing,  so  long  as  ho 
could  handle  a rod,  or  hobble  along  the  bank,  or  oven 
sit  in  a boat  ? 

And  a fow  lines  further  on  he  adds  ; — 

Yes  ! fishing  is  a noblo  art,  an  absorbing  occupation, 
aud  ono  to  whioh  a man  of  high  intellect  may  without 
shamo  or  scruple  give  himself. 

Mr.  Rooper  writes  in  such  a pleasant  straight- 
to-the-point  style,  and  has  such  hearty  words  of 
praise  for  all  kinds  of  anglers  and  angling,  that 
while  you  may  disagree  with  some  of  his  views 
you  feel  you  must  respect  them — even  when  he 
says  there  is  good  sport  in  trimmeriDg  and  gorge 
bait  fishing  for  pike,  while  live  baiting  is  next 
door  to  poaching,  and  worm  fishing  for  trout  is 
hateful — at  least  to  him.  These  views,  and  many 
others  like  them,  are  often  pleasantly  qualified, 
either  directly  or  indirectly;  for  instance,  while 
stoutly  maintaining  that  a well  mended  kelt  is 
good  wholesome  food,  he  admits  that  the  flesh  is 
“ soft  and  pale,  instead  of  firm  and  red,  and  the 
flavour  very  inferior  to  that  of  a spring  fish.” 

In  his  preliminary  chapter  our  author  gives 
many  useful  tips.  For  instance,  to  prevent 
brogues  becoming  hard  and  cracking  he  says  they 
should  be  thoroughly  greased  while  wet,  aud  that 
the  more  flannel  the  angler  has  about  him  the 
better. 

Rods. 

In  the  matter  of  rods  he  prefers  the  springy 
to  the  stiff  one,  and  most  anglers  who  have  over- 
come the  greater  difficulty  of  learning  how  to  use 
a Castle  Connell  properly  will  agree  with  him. 
Having  been  brought  up,  as  it  were,  on  a stiff 
rod,  it  was  long  before  we  could  overcome  the 
prej  udice  the  first  experiences  with  a “ top  heavy  ” 
rod  gave  rise  to — now  we  rarely  use  anything 
else. 

Reels. 

In  his  remarks  on  reel  handles  Mr.  Rooper 
says : — 

By  far  the  best  principle  was  invented  by  a friend  of 
mine  some  fifty  years  since,  but,  unfortunately,  not 
patented.  It  is  now  universally  adopted,  the  peculiarity 
being  that  the  handle,  consisting  of  a bone  or  ivory  cone, 
is  fastened  to  the  circular  plate  which  turns  the  cylinder, 
so  that  should  the  line  catch  it  slips  readily  off.  I have 
in  my  possession  the  first  reel  that  ever  was  made  upon 
-this  principle. 

We  should  be  much  obliged  if  Mr.  Rooper 
would  give  us  the  name  of  his  friend,  and  some 
little  account  of  him,  for  the  man  who  invented 
the  handle  on  revolving  plate  reel  ought  to  be 
honoured  by  the  whole  brotherhood  as  one  of 
our  greatest  benefactors. 

Position  of  the  Reel  on  the  Rod. 

The  reel  should  be  fixed  with  its  handle  towards  the 
fisherman’s  left  hand.  When  a fish  is  struck,  the  rod 
must  be  at  once  turned  upwards,  the  line  and  the  weight 
of  the  fish  in  consequence  resting  upon  the  rod  itself, 
instead  of  upon  the  rings : the  handle  will  then,  of 
course,  be  in  its  proper  place  on  the  fisherman’s  right 
hand.  Rings,  by  the  way,  are  rarely  of  sufficient  size 
or  in  sufficient  number.  A dozen  may  with  advantage 
be  attached  to  a salmon-rod,  and  the  smallest  should  be 
of  sufficient  size  to  allow  of  the  line  running  through 
them  with  perfect  ease.  Upright  rings  are  preferable. 

Some  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  anglers  we 
know,  both  here  and  in  America,  use  the  reel  as 
Mr.  Rooper  does,  but  the  vast  majority  of  English 
anglers,  and  Irish,  Welsh,  and  Scotch  too,  for 
that  matter,  fish  with  the  reel  and  rings  under 
the  rod  when  playing  a fish.  This,  fortunately, 
is  one  of  those  matters  on  which  we  can  agree  to 
differ.  The  method  advocated  by  Mr.  Rooper 
and  others  may  he  the  best,  but  never  having 
found  the  slightest  disadvantage  from  the  method 
in  more  general  use,  we  venture  to  doubt  it. 

Material  for  Lines. 

Mr.  Rooper’s  experience  is  totally  at  variance 
with  ours  as  regards  the  line.  He  says  the  best 
are  made  of  hair  and  silk,  and  that  waterproofed 
silk  lines,  while  excellent  for  trolling  and 
spinning,  are  not  very  commonly  used  for  fly- 
fishing. Twenty  years  ago  this  statement  was 
probably  correct,  but  for  many  years  past  the 
beautifully  made  tapered  waterproofed  plaited 
silk  lines  have  greatly  superseded  the  good  old 
silk  and  hair,  both  for  salmon  and  trout  fly  fishing. 

Effect  of  Water  on  Gut. 

Here  is  a statement  which  we  never  saw 
before  : 

Unstained  gut  would  doubtless  bo  the  best  if  it  would 
retain  its  transparency  ; but  it  will  not.  When  soaked 
it  becomes  opaque  and  white— a colour  of  all  others  the 
most  visible  in  the  water. 


A Useful  Hint. 

Koep  some  Nottingham  silk  twisted  line  in  yonr 
fly  book  with  which  to  splice  a broken  top  or  secure  the 
joint  fastenings  of  your  rod. 

Method  of  Gaffing  a Fish. 

The  gaff  handle  should  not  be  too  heavy,  and  in  some 
degree  elastic  ; the  great  secret  in  using  it  is  to  pass  it 
under  the  fish,  not  to  bo  in  a hurry,  to  make  sure  of 
your  stroke,  and,  having  made  it,  never  to  relax  your 
hold.  I am  aware  that  this  mode  of  using  the  gaff  is 
not  that  generally  adopted,  but,  from  long  experience, 
I consider  it  the  best,  and  for  the  following  reasons  : 

(1)  In  drawing  tho  gaff  upwards  you  can  hardly  miss 
yonr  fish,  which,  from  the  refraction  of  the  water,  is  no 
uncommon  occurrence  when  used  in  tho  ordinary  way  ; 

(2)  The  point  is  far  more  certain  to  penetrate  the  soft 
belly  of  the  fish  than  the  hard  scales  on  the  back  ; (3) 
When  struck,  the  force  of  the  blow  turns  the  fish  right 
over,  putting  him  at  once  hors  de  combat. 

To  Keep  Minnows  for  Bait  Alive  in  Hot 
Weather. 

If  you  wish  to  transport  your  minnows,  especially  in 
hot  weather,  from  one  place  to  another,  fill  the  bottle 
half  full  of  water,  insert  the  fish,  and  cork  it  tightly 
down.  Of  course  this  is  all  against  philosophy,  analogy, 
and  so  forth,  but  it  is  the  true  method.  I have  proved  it. 

We  have  seen  this  plan  tried  with  success.  If 
it  answers  for  minnows,  why  should  it  not  answer 
on  a larger  scale  for  dace  ? 

W e find  want  of  space  prevents  our  referring 
to  many  an  interesting  note  in  Mr.  Rooper’s 
chapters  on  gudgeon  and  roach  fishing.  The 
great  army  of  roach  anglers  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  in  Mr.  George  Rooper  they  have  a sturdy 
champion.  “We  do  not  hesitate,”  he  says,  “to 
say  that  a really  good  roach  angler  is  capable  of 
any  other  species  of  fishing,  and,  if  opportunity 
offered,  would  excel  in  it.” 

The  Dace. 

It  seems  extraordinary  to  us  that  Mr.  Rooper 
should  have  a good  word  for  kelt  salmon  as  food 
and  yet  should  think  dace  as  an  article  of  food 
“ beneath  contempt,”  and  roach  “ utterly  useless.” 
For  our  part,  having  tasted  all  three,  we  infinitely 
prefer  a December  roach  or  dace  to  the  best  of 
well  mended  kelts,  but  De  gustibus  non  est  dis- 
putandum. 

Barbel. 

Most  barbel  anglers  will  have  had  experience  of 
the  truth  of  the  following : — 

There  are  barbel  holes  swarming  with  fish,  whioh  may 
be  seen  at  all  times  chasing  one  another  about,  turning 
on  their  broad  backs,  and  performing  all  sorts  of  olumsy 
antics  in  the  cool  depths  they  rejoice  in,  but  which  are 
never  known  to  take  a bait. 

There  is  a barbel  hole  near  the  mill  tail  by  Caversham 
Lock  of  this  unproductive  nature.  We  will  venture  to 
say  there  is  a ton-weight  of  fish  within  a very  moderate 
space,  but  after  long  and  fruitless  endeavours,  the 
attempt  to  catch  them  has  been  given  up  as  hopeless  by 
all  the  fishermen  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Chub  and  Perch. 

These  are  interesting  chapters,  but  we  cannot 
agree  with  our  author  that  dibbing  for  chub 
with  a grasshopper,  &c.,  is  “ poaching,”  or  that 
the  perch  is  a “ clumsily-shaped  awkward  fish.  . . 
affords  little  sport,  for  a more  faint-hearted  fish 
does  not  exist.”  _ 

Pike. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  also  that  trimmeriDg 
and  dead  gorge  fishing  for  pike  seem  to  be 
countenanced  by  our  author,  who  devotes  many 
pages  to  describing  these  methods  of  killing  fish ; 
it  is  true  he  says  of  dead  gorge  fishing  that  on 
the  whole  most  other  modes  of  fishing  are  pre- 
ferable to  it.  We  are  glad  to  say  most  clubs 
now  disallow  the  dead  gorge.  In  his  chapter  on 
spinning  for  pike,  the  author  gives  a most 
exciting  account  of  the  capture  of  a 30-pounder 
on  Loch  Awe,  which  took  out  line  “ with  greater 
strength,  and  for  a greater  distance,  than  any 
salmon  I have  ever  hooked.” 

From  more  than  one  expression  we  get  an  idea 
that  Mr.  Rooper  considers  the  pike  not  to  be 
indigenous  to  this  country  ; for  instance,  he  says 
(p.  87),  “ The  family  is  tolerably  old,  being  noticed 
by  various  writers  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Richard  II.,”  and  in  another  place  he  thinks  it 
will  be  impossible  to  re-establish  salmon  in  the 
Thames  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  pike, 
which  formerly  were  not  found  in  that  river,  but 
in  some  of  its  tributaries.  We  do  not  remember 
any  description  of  Thames  fish  which  does  not 
include  the  pike,  and  as  its  fossil  remains,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Gunther,  occur  in  abundance  in 
quaternary  deposits,  it  seems  most  probable  it  is 
one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  our  waters,  and 
that  “ prehistoric  man  ” caught  and  ate  him. 
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Any  way,  our  author’s  vivid  description  ol  liis 
fight,  with  the  301b.  pike  of  Loch  Awo  makes  us 
wish  ho  had  includod  many  more  reminiscences 
of  his  sport. 

Trout,  White  Trout,  and  Salmon. 

The  chapters  on  those  fish  occupy  nearly  hall 
the  book,  and,  apart  from  the  omission  ol  any 
reference  to  dry  fly  fishing,  wo  know  no  work 
which,  within  tho  same  compass,  contains  such 
thoroughly  practical  and  useful  information^ 
Uy  the  way,  on  pago  3-,  lino  1 1,  the  word  still 
should  evidently  be  “ springy.” 


Can  Fish  Hear. 

On  pago  96,  our  author  says  : 

Though  fishes  aro  supposod— I think  proved— to  bo 
incapable  of  hearing,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  I am  con- 
vinced that  the  quieter  you  are,  the  better  your  chances. 
Although  unfurnished  with  ears,  fish  are  singularly 
sensitive,  and  may  bo  perfectly  conscious  of  the  vibration 
of  tho  air  caused  by  sound,  though  not  striking  on  a 
tympanum. 

In  Max  V.  d.  Borne’s  “ Handbuch  der  Fisch- 
zucht,  &c„”  and  in  Dr.  Gunther’s  “ Study  of 
Fishes,”  and  in  other  works,  there  are  full  illus- 
trated descriptions  of  the  auditory  apparatus  in 
fishes.  Dr.  Gunther  gives  a drawing,  after  L.  it. 
Weber,  of  the  organ  of  hearing  in  the  carp,  show- 
ing its  connection  with  the  air-bladder. 

Some  years  ago  we  had  a sheet  of  water  well 
stocked  with  fish,  which,  on  a hot  day,  swam 
about  in  great  shoals  close  to  the  surface ; about 
twenty  yards  from  the  water,  but  shut  off  from 
it  by  a high  fence,  was  a row  of  cottages.  Now 
we  noticed,  not  once  but  scores  of  times,  that  if  a 
street  door  of  one  of  these  cottages  was  banged 
to  when  the  fish  were  near  the  surface  blacy 
instantly,  and  with  one  accord,  darted  down,  and 
not  a fish  was  to  be  seen  for  a brief  period,  then 
they  gradually  reappeared,  only  to  dart  down 
again  if  the  door  banged  again. 

As  sound-waves  pass  from  water  to  air,  and 
from  air  to  water,  and  fish  have  auditory  organs 
connected  with  their  air-bladders,  we  may  be  sure 
that  Mr.  Rooper  is  right  when  he  says  “ the 
quieter  you  are  the  better  your  chances.” 

Anyone  who  has  heard,  as  we  have,  when 
diving  in  the  sea,  the  firing  of  guns  many  miles 
away,  will  not  wonder  that  the  fishermen  of  the 
Solent  complain  that  the  gun  practice  of  our 
men-of-war  there  has  driven  the  fish  away. 
Water  seems  to  intensify  the  sound  of  the 
explosion.  _ 

Recently,  when  fishing  with  a friend  in  about 
15ft.  of  water,  his  old  brass  check  reel  came  off 
and  fell  into  the  water,  and  to  recover  it  he  had 
to  pull  off  all  the  line  ; we  could  hear  the  “ music 
of  the  reel  ” quite  plainly. 

Passing  over  many  an  interesting  page  about 
trout,  white  trout,  grayling,  &c.,  we  come  to  the 
most  important  chapter  of  all,  viz.,  that  on 

The  Salmon, 

which  opens  with  a delightful  reminiscence  of  a 
long  fight  with  a salmon  in  the  Owen  Duff  at 
Ballycroy.  Had  we  space  to  spare  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  bag  too  many  of  the  good  things  in  this 
capital  book,  so  we  only  give  the  “ heel  tap  ” of 
the  story. 

The  salmon  weighed  full  201b.  I overheard  Jemmy 
subsequently  giving  a detail  of  the  exploit  to  a brother 
fisherman ; his  narrative  was  more  poetic,  but  less 
accurate,  than  my  own.  “ The  weight  was  near  „01b. 
The  master,  more  power  to  him!  had  run  two  miles 
without  stopping,  barrin’  the  halt  of  the  skaming  vaga- 
bond ” (not  meaning  the  master)  “ had  made  m Bwlgar- 
row  ; he’d  surely  have  got  to  the  say  itself,”  but  for  the 
prodigious  acumen  and  wonderful  pluck  of  Jemmy 
himself;  winding  up  with  “and  when  his  honour  saw 
the  baste  lying  there,  and  me  atop  of  him,  ‘Jemmy, 
you  blaggard,’  he  says,  * tliat  s the  foinest  gaff  that  ever 
was  made  in  or  out  of  Ballycroy,’  says  he,  ‘ and  there’s 
half-a-crown  for  ye!’  ” Whether  the  hint  was  taken 
matters  not  to  my  readers,  and  I must  apologise  lor  the 
egotistical  character  of  this  episode;  but  I was  anxious 
to  show  that  patience  is  not  the  only  requisite  in  salmon 
fishing. 

Playing  a Salmon. 

When  you  are  playing  a salmon,  our  author’s 
advice  is — 

Stick  to  him,  run  with  him,  never  let  him  rest,  and 
never  forget  that  the  fish  running  down  stream  swims 
tail  first.  Keep  therefore  level  with  or  a little  below 
him. 

To  the  various  tactics  adopted  by  hooked  salmon 
in  their  endeavours  to  escape  the  author  devotes 
several  pages,  with  practical  advice  how  to  meet 
and  overcome  them.  On  p.  1.37,  for  instance,  he 


mukes  out  a very  good  case  for  his  view,  that  if 
you  can  get  a salmon  to  think  you  want  him  to 
do  something,  he,  like  the  Irishman’s  pig,  will 
do  tho  very  opposite.  Suppose  that  in  playing 
a good  fish,  he  takes  you  to  the  end  of  a pool 
and  seems  inclined  to  dropdown  into  the  dangers 
of  the  stream  below.  Mr.  Rooper’s  advice  is 
well,  it  is  to  be  found  on  page  137  of  his  book. 

On  Striking  a Salmon, 

Here  again  is  most  excellent  advice : 

Striking  is  a delicate  and  artistic  movement,  and,  to 
bo  effective,  must  lie  made  with  some  degree  of 
variation,  according  to  time  and  place.  Ah  a.  rule,  you 
cun  hardly  strike  too  lightly,  or  too  slowly.  Tho  formula 
I have  before  enunciated — One,  he  comes  up!  two,  he 
yuen  down!  three , you  xtrilce!  in  invaluable.  It  ift  like 
Mr.  Jorrock’s  specific,  “ counting  twenty”  when  a fox 
broke  before  he  hallooed.  More  salmon,  I venture  to 
say,  are  lost  by  too  quick  striking!  than  by  any  other 
error,  and  next  to  that  by  too  hard  striking : a short, 
sharp  turn  of  the  wrist  is  all  that  is  required.  If  the 
hook  has  struck  on  a reasonably  soft  part  of  the  mouth, 
the  barb  of  the  hook  will  be  covered,  and  that  is  all  that 
is  requisite  ; if  the  point  of  the  hook  has  struck  upon  an 
impenetrable  bone,  tho  harder  the  blow,  the  more  likely 
it  is  to  rebound  innocuously. 

In  the  autumn,  when  tho  fish  run  larger,  and  are  com- 
paratively  more  sluggish  than  in  the  summer,  I hold 
striking  to  be  entirely  superfluous,  nay  mischievous. 
Fish  deep,  wait  till  you  feel  a “tug,”  and  then  tighten 
your  line.  Your  fish  has  hooked  himself,  and  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  kill  him— if  you  can.” 

At  what  Pace  do  Salmon  Swim  and  How  High 
can  they  Jump. 

Most  writers  on  salmon  have  given,  in  Mr. 
Rooper’s  opinion,  greatly  exaggerated  statements 
as  to  the  pace  at  which  salmon  swim  and  the 
height  to  which  they  can  spring.  We  must 
admit  we  never  yet  saw  a salmon  in  any  English, 
Scotch,  Irish,  or  Welsh  river  jump  at  one  jump 
a clean  12ft.  from  the  water,  as  has  been  stated 
by  some  writers — nor  yet  6ft. — nor,  in  fact,  much 
more  than  its  own  length.  Of  course  we  have 
seen  salmon,  in  a series  of  .jumps,  get  over  a 
waterfall  of  considerable  height,  but  then  it  was 
by  no  means  perpendicular,  and  by  no  means 
even,  and  there  were  pockets  and  ridges  and 
resting  places  between  the  rocks. 

As  a bird  can  fly  against  a gale  so  a salmon  or 
trout  can,  for  a time,  swim  against  and  up  an 
almost  perpendicular  fall  of  water,  but. as  regards 
a clean  projecting  of  itself  into  the  air  we  agree 
with  Mr.  Rooper,  three  or  four  fest  is  much  nearer 
the  mark  than  twelve. 

As  regards  the  question,  at  what  rate  do  salmon 
swim  ? onr  author  says  : 

The  rapidity  of  the  fish’s  movements  is  also  much 
GXci^^GrQitscl.  ...  Now  wbcifc  is  tbG  cusg  ^ I sbjill 
surprise  my  readers  when  I say  that  the  average  pace  at 
which  the  salmon  travels,  on  leaving  the  sea,  is  just  one 
mile  an  hour.  I,  long  ago,  from  observation  made  this 
calculation,  and  I lately  had  it  confirmed  by  a highly 
competent  witness. 

For  this  interesting  confirmation  of  Mr.  Rooper’s 
estimate  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  the  book  ; 
it  was  made  by  Mr.  MacDonald,  now  head  keeper 
at  Ellon  Castle. 

In  concluding  this  notice  of  one  of  the  most 
original  and  practical  books  on  angling,  we  can 
assure  anglers  of  all  classes  that  they  will  find 
much  in  it  to  interest  them  and  set  them  think- 
ing. An  ounce  of  practice  is  worth  a ton  of 
theory,  and  this  little  work  has  more  real  grit 
and  worth  in  it  than  many  far  more  pretentious 
volumes.  


awhile,  as  it  were  at  some  comfortable  riverside 
inn ; but  the  fatigue  and  labour  in  ascending  the 
torrent  render  repose  doubly  welcome,  with  the 
consequence  that  during  the  angling  season  this 
half-way  house  is  always  tenanted. 

The  occupants  of  this  pool,  however,  acquire 
peculiar  habits  during  their  term  of  residence, 
the  most  annoying  of  which  is,  that  it  they 
touch  or  miss  the  fly  they  rarely  come  a second 
time. 

U pon  the  right  hand  side  of  tlie  pool  a stage 
has  been  erected  to  facilitate  casting,  but  in  a big 
water  it  is  best  to  cast  first  of  all  from  land  above 
the  structure,  in  case  fish  should  lie  high  up  in 
the  Htream,  and,  under  Buch  circumatanceB,  the 
stage  is  an  inconvenience,  if  nothing  more. 

On  the  27th  ult.  I was  so  casting  above  the 
stage;  the  fly  swung  round,  and  was  just  about 
banging  plumb,  when  about  2ft.  of  solid  back 
crowned  with  a dorsal  fin  pierced  the  surface  and 
raised  a pretty  swirl ; instinctively  I struck  hard 
and  found  the  fly  as  fast  as  if  it  had  been  in  the 
middle  of  a hayrick.  My  20ft.  Castleconnell  is  a 
fairly  overpowering  weapon,  and  makes  short 
work  of  small  fry  of  201b.  or  so,  but  here  was 
evidently  a foe  worthy  of  it’s  steel. 

My  gut  and  Jock  Scott  were  both  tried  friends, 
so,  doubling  up  the  rod,  i gave  it  him  hot  for  R 
quarter  of  an  hour,  while  he  amused  himself  in 
exploring  the  middle  and  top  portions  of  the  pool, 
until,  getting  weary  of  restraint,  he  adopted  the 
tactics  always  to  be  dreaded  here,  i.e.,  making 
down  stream  for  the  rapid. 

I was  now  standing  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
platform  with  fifty  yards  of  line  out  and  a big 
fish  pulling  his  hardest  at  the  end  of  it,  assisted 
by  a heavy  stream. 

It  was  a case  of  “ pull  devil,  pull  baker,  end  as 
I was  speculating  which  portion  of  my  tackle 
would  give  way  first,  to  my  delight  the  fish  gave 
a bit,  and  hauling  hard,  step  by  step,  I regained 
the  top  of  the  platform  and  reeled  the  fish  up  to 
close  quarters.  It  was  impossible  to  net  the  fish 
(I  am  using  a net  this  year  in  place  of  a gaff) 
from  the  stage,  so  I again  took  to  the  land  above 
and  got  him  a good  way  up,  when  to  my  disgust 
down  be  ran,  giving  me  all  to  do  over  again. 

Three  times  I held  him  with  all  my  strength 
at  that  rapid  neck  and  got  him  fairly  spun  out, 
then  hauled  him  up  by  sheer  force  to  the  top  or 
the  stage,  and  by  getting  into  the  water  over  my 
knees  contrived  to  bring  him  alongside  or  a 
sloping,  grassy  bank,  where  the  landing  net 
claimed  him  for  its  own. 

He  was  indeed  a fine  cock  fish  in  prime  con- 
dition and  scaled  361b.,  and  took  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  to  kill. 

The  dry  boarding  of  the  stage  and  the  weight 
of  the  fish  made  it  hard  to  keep  from  slipping, 
and  although  I have  fished  salmon  for  five  and 
twenty  years  this  is  the  only  fish  who  has  got  me 
real  warm  and  just  a bit  done  at  the  finish.  The 
next  time  you  give  me  a fish,  oh . Soghoug, 
kindly  order  him  a trifle  smaller.  — Fraser 
Sandeman,  in  Beyer's  Weekly  News. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

THE  SOGHOUG  FOOL,  EVANGER  RIVER, 

About  midway  between  the  stations  of  Evanger 
and  Bulken  upon  the  Vossevangen  Railway,  the 
passenger,  if  he  be  not  too  much  absorbed  in  the 
study  of  “ Beyer’s  Horse  and  English  Words  and 
Phrases,”  will  observe  that  the  river  is  spanned 
by  a light  suspension  bridge  which  would  appear 
to  have  been  erected  at  this  particular  spot  in 
order  that  certain  death  might  be  the  fate  of  any 
being  who  by  accident  or  design  should  fall  over- 
board, for  surely  not  even  the  best  of  swimmers 
could  live  through  that  boulder-bestrewn  rapid. 
In  contrast  to  this  torrent,  the  river  for  the  space 
nigh  upon  one  hundred  yards  above  the  bridge 
runs  smoothly  along  with  but  slightly  rutiled 
surface,  although  an  observer  from  the  bridge 
will  not  fail  to  notice  that  tho  gradient  is  sharp 
and  steep— this  is  the  “ Soghoug  ” Fool. 

Even  if  there  were  no  rapid  below,  it  would  be 
almost  unnatural  for  a salmon  not  to  rest  here 


CALIFORNIAN  CHINESE 
FISHERIES. 


By  J.  Layrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

Though  probably  with  some  erroneous  exag- 
geration, it  has  often  been  publicly  stated  that 
nearly  one-tenth  of  the  population  of  China  is 
supported  by  its  national  coast  and  inland 
fisheries. 

The  Chinese  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

When  resident  in  the  Celestial  Empire  its 
inhabitants  obey  their  historic  close  times,  but 
when  John  Chinaman  gets  upon  the  free  soil  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  he  then  resorts  to 
continual  professional  poaching,  employing  every 
dodge,  deceit,  decoy,  and  device,  by  fair  or  by 
foul  means,  to  get  at  the  produce  of  the  American 
waters. 

Nets. 

The  Californian  Chinese  use  such  diminutively 
small  meshed  nets  that  they  catch  every  available 
form  of  immature  fish,  including  countless 
salmon  fry  between  two  and  four  inches  long, 
and  many  of  the  larger  fish  eggs. 

When  unable  themselves  to  eat  such  food,  to 
feed  their  pigs  and  poultry  therewith,  or  to  sell 
locally,  they  then  dry  the  produce  for  export. 
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The  Sturgeon  Trawl. 


- 
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The  brutally  barbarous  Californian  Chinese 
sturgeon  trawl  on  an  average  consists  of  about 
eighty  barbless  hooks,  set  about  eight  inches  to 
three  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  river.  Get- 
ting fastened  to  one  of  these  hooks,  the  sturgeon 
by  its  protracted  painful  stragglings  becomes 
impaled  and  incased  in  a network  of  hooks. 
Thus  at  one  haul,  often  a shoal  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  sturgeon  get  caught,  lacerated  and  wounded. 

In  these  attacks  or  battues,  if  the  approaching 
sturgeon  shoals  are  not  disposed  to  enter  the 
apparatus,  the  Chinese,  by  a continued  system  of 
loud  noises,  frighten  the  fish  into  their  nets. 

Fisu  Fed  on  Filth  in  China. 


In  their  own  empire  the  Chinese  feed  their 
table  carp  and  other  inland  fish  upon  human 
excrements  from  which  previously  the  salts  have 
been  twice  washed  out.  In  most  Chinese  cities 
there  is  a market  for  human  urine  and  fmces, 
which  are  extensively  used  for  manuring  vege- 
tables. Thus  the  sewerage  of  Shanghai  is  said 
to  bring  in  an  annual  revenue  exceeding  £2000 
to  the  town. 

Chinese  Dried  Shrimps. 


1.  In  large  vats  the  shrimps  are  boiled  in  water 
for  about  ten  minutes. 

2.  On  smooth  dry  grassless  ground  the  shrimps 
during  four  or  five  days  are  dried,  with  the  aid  of 
a hoe-like  broom,  which  spreads  and  turns  them 
over  as  often  as  required. 

3.  The  boiled  dry  shrimps  are  then  crushed  by 
big  wooden  pestles,  or  else  are  trodden  upon  by  the 
Chinese  in  large  wooden  shoes,  so  as  to  loosen  the 
“ meats  ” from  their  outer  coverings  or  “ shells.” 

4.  From  the  “ meat  ” the  crushed  shells  are 
removed  by  shaking  up  the  shrimps  in  a basket 
or  else  passing  them  through  a winnowing  mill. 

5.  The  shrimp  meat  and  the  shells  are  sepa- 
rated and  packed  for  export. 

Waste  Products,  or  Shrimp  Shells. 

Shrimp  shells  are  often  used  as  manure  for  the 
tea-plant,  rice,  &c.,  also  for  feeding  fowls  with 
excellent  results,  for  which  purpose  the  Chinese 
sometimes  mix  up  finely  broken,  soaked  shrimp 
shells  with  cracked  wheat,  oatmeal,  or  corn-meal. 


Chinese  Squid  Fisheries. 


This  fishery  is  carried  on  at  night  by  blazing 
torches,  which  attract  the  squid  towards  the 
surface,  when  they  are  captured  with  nets  by 
the  Chinese  who,  with  their  characteristic  dirti- 
ness, even  in  their  dried  fish,  omit  to  bleed,  gut, 
or  clean  ; hence  the  repulsive  putrefactive  odour 
of  such  “ food.” 

Abalone  ( Ear  or  Aurora  Shells  or  Ormers). 

The  naturalists’  name  for  the  abalone  is 
Haliotis  gigantea.  Haliolis  is  derived  from  two 
Greek  words  for  “ the  sea  ” and  “ the  ear.”  It  is 
found  also  in  the  Channel  Islands. 

The  abalone  is  a large  sea  snail,  much  eaten, 
fresh  or  dried,  by  the  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Malays,  &c. 

Its  pretty  polished,  pearly,  iridescent,  ear- 
shaped shell  is  naturally  pierced  with  several 
holes  along  its  “ spine.”  At  most  seaside  shops 
it  is  a familiar  ornament,  whilst  it  is  extensively 
employed  in  the  arts  to  make  fancy  buttons, 
cheap  jewellery,  to  inlay  lacquer  and  papier 
mache  work,  where  it  is  then  called  by  the  trade 
“ mother-of-pearl.” 

The  Californian  Chinese,  in  large  vats  on  the 
shore,  boil  these  abalones,  or  sea  snails,  and  then 
remove  the  meat  from  the  shells. 

This  sea-snail  meat  is  largely  exported  to 
China,  Japan,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  shells,  which  are 
in  demand  in  most  manufacturing  countries. 

Yellow  and  Purple  Shore-Crabs 
(Heierograpsi). 

These  are  only  eaten  in  California  by  the 
Chinese,  who  spit  the  crabs  on  wire  and  cook 
them  over  fires. 

Recent  References. 

1.  J.  W.  Collins.  “ The  Pacific  Coast  Fisheries 
of  the  United  States  in  the  1888  Report  of  the 
U.S.  Fish  Commission,”  published  in  1892. 
Part  XVI. 

2.  P.  L.  Simmond’s  “ Commercial  Products  of 
the  Sea.”  New  edition,  undated. 

3.  J.  Lawrence  - Hamilton’s  “ Imperishable 
Fresh  Fish  ” (see  “ Chinese  Fish  Farming  ”),  1890. 

4.  Darby  de  Thiersant.  “ Pisciculture  et  Peche 
en  Chine.”  Paris,  1872. 


AVERAGE  OF  THE  DEVERON  AND 
SOME  OTHER  RIVERS. 


By  E.  M.  Tod. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  “Reminiscences 
as  an  Angler  ” in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  some  corre- 
spondence has  taken  place  as  to  the  true  average 
of  the  Deveron  trout.  I seemed  to  make  my  own 
average  with  fly  only,  in  1888,  about  three  to  the 
pound,  and  I was  backed  up  in  that  statement  by 
a gentleman  signing  himself  “ Waterhen  Bloa,” 
at  that  time  absolutely  unknown  to  me.  For 
one’s  own  self  alone  can  one  speak  with  abso- 
lute certainty,  unless  one  sees  the  baskets  of 
others  fished  for  and  weighed,  since  men  are  to 
be  found  who  will  put  in  the  joint  “takes”  of 
self  and  boatman  on  a loch,  or  the  self  and  some- 
one else  On  a river,  to  make  a “ show  ” and  create 
a “ talk.”  Now,  my  sole  object,  in  1888,  was  to 
send  an  accurate  account  of  my  first  trip  to  the 
Deveron  to  my  old  schoolfellow  and  staunch 
friend  N.  D.,  one  of  the  best  fishermen  and 
sportsmen  generally  I have  ever  known. 

It  came  about  in  this  way.  In  1888  my  eldest 
son  was  spending  his  Easter  holiday  with  my  old 
friend  D.  on  the  banks  of  the  Teviot,  and  I,  on 
my  way  from  the  south,  wishing  to  see  my  son 
(who  was  then  at  Blairlodge  School,  of  which  I 
myself  was  an  old  pupil),  remained  for  a few 
days  at  my  friend’s  house,  and  then  went  on  to 
Aberdeenshire  on  my  first  visit  to  the  Deveron. 
A day  or  two  after  my  arrival  my  friend  wrote 
asking  me  to  be  sure  to  keep  a record  of  both 
numbers  and  weight,  as  he  wanted  to  know  the 
actual  average  of  the  Deveron  trout.  And  so 
naturally  each  evening  as  I arrived  home  my 
trout  were  counted  and  weighed  scrupulously 
in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  witnesses. 
Moreover,  the  old  superannuated  gamekeeper 
John  Raeburn,  since  dead,  used  to  come 
up  frequently  to  the  farmhouse  of  an  even- 
ing to  see  my  baskets  of  trout,  and  carry 
some  home  to  his  family,  as  I always  give  away 
my  fish  right  and  left,  which  is  part  of  the 
pleasure,  and  I feel  convinced  that  he  told  me 
that  three  to  the  pound  was  the  usual  fly  aver- 
age. His  master  anyhow  lately  wrote  to  me,  and 
said  in  answer  to  my  direct  question,  “ I know 
that  three  to  the  pound  used  to  be  the  average, 
but  I thought  that  as  trout  were  fewer  that  the 
average  now  might  be  rather  higher.”  I simply 
wrote  down  facts  as  I found  them,  and  why 
should  I do  otherwise  ? for  I have  always  utterly 
despised  men  who  weigh  the  basket  or  in  any 
other  way  give  accounts  to  the  world  which  are 
unreliable.  In  fishing  the  Tummel  I used  to 
put  fewer  trout  back  than  I do  on  the  Deveron, 
and  yet  my  fly  average  there  was,  day  after  day, 
two  to  the  pound  (see  my  published  Diary). 
When  I went  to  fish  the  Cumberland  Eden  my 
average  (a3  to  the  Tummel)  fell  off  again  to  three 
to  the  pound.  And  is  there  a finer  river  to  fish 
in  the  North  of  England?  Ask  Mr.  Walbran ! 
So  you  see  I had  no  wish  to  give  the  river  a bad 
character,  still  less  to  decry  my  own  average. 
Now  that  the  thing  has  been  so  discussed,  I will 
tell  you,  sir,  what  I have  done  in  the  interest 
of  truth.  A very  old  and  dear  friend  has 
been  fishing  the  Deveron  in  the  Rotliiemay 
district,  he  and  one  of  his  sons,  and  at  my 
request  he  has  kept  a record.  It  is  true  that 
he  (he  is  four  years  my  senior,  and  his  eyesight  is 
not  so  good  as  it  used  to  be)  had  what  I would 
call  only  moderate  baskets,  but  his  fly  average 
was  two  to  the  pound,  an  average  which  I am  sure 
I never  made  on  the  Lower  Devefon,  nor  ever 
saw  made — save,  perhaps,  on  one  single  day.  I 
mean  the  “ average  ” of  one's  entire  holiday  trip 
or  season  always,  when  I use  the  word  at  all. 
Then  I got  a week  on  the  same  water  as  1 fished 
for  Mr.  Walbran,  that  he  might  see  for  himself 
what  the  average  is  there,  but,  alas  ! he  is  unable 
to  go  yet,  and  I fear  his  will  be  the  “ worm  ” 
average,  which  I don’t  care  so  much  to  verify. 
But  what  floors  me  is  that  on  this  Rothiemay 
section  a gentleman  lately  killed,  with  fly,  a basket 
of  fifteen  trout,  weighing  lljlb,  and  never 
returned  a single  trout  to  the  river!  ! Here 
is  an  average  if  you  like  that  any  fellow 
might  be  proud  of.  1 made  enquiries,  and  the 
result  of  them  was  that  the  wading  up  in  that 
neighbourhood  is  very  rough.  The  stones  and 
rocks  doubtless  afford  protection  from  the  nets 
of  the  poacher,  and  then  the  feeding  may  be 


better  too.  Surely  no  one  wants  to  discredit 
these  statements?  Not  I,  for  one.  If  1 cant, 
make  an  average  of  two  to  the  pound  I can’t,  and 
I chronicle  the  fact  accordingly.  Now,  the 
gentleman  who  took  this  splendid  basket  of 
fifteen  trout  (ll|lb.)  with  fly  is  “Waterhen 
Bloa,”  one  of  those  sportsmen  who  say  that  the 
usual  average  of  the  Deveron  is  not  more  than 
three  to  the  pound  the  season  through.  My 
baskets  are  open  to  all,  and  when  it  comes  to  the 
weighing  no  man  is  more  open. 

What  then  is  the  conclusion  at  which  I appa- 
rently arrive  ? Namely,  that  certain  parts  of 
the  Deveron  hold  a better  average  of  fish  than  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  get  myself.  Is  this  at 
all  wonderful  ? I trow  not. 

I have  unfortunately  been  unable  to  accept  the 
invitations  I have  had  for  this  and  last  season  to 
fish  these  very  waters,  but  I hope  to  do  so  yet, 
and  right  glad  will  I be  to  find  that  my  average 
is  two  to  the  pound.  But  I don’t  mean  to 
“ cook  ” my  diary  by  throwing  back  all  trout  of 
■|lb.  I mean  to  keep  all  trout  of  Rb.  and  upwards 
— Ido  so  on  the  Tummel,  Tweed,  Eden,  &c. — and 
then  I will  see  whether  I can  honestly  say  that  my 
fly  average  is  two  to  the  pound  on  the  Deveron. 

Surely  experienced  fishermen,  who  have 
travelled  about  and  fished  many  rivers,  know 
that  one  portion  of  the  same  river  gives  a certain 
average,  whilst  another  gives  a lower  or  a higher 
one,  and  the  reasons  why  this  is  so  are  various. 

For  instance,  one  part  of  the  river  is  near  to  a 
town,  and  people  are  allowed  to  fish  it  freely  by 
the  generous  proprietor.  Down  goes  the  average 
to  a dead  certainty  in  course  of  time,  for  hard 
fishing  and  poaching  never  increase  the  average 
of  a river  or  loch,  but  distinctly  decrease  it  in  the 
long  run. 

I heard,  lately,  that  already  the  “ average  ” on 
Loch  Leven  and  on  Lake  Yerniew  begins  to  show 
a decided  diminution.  I don’t  know  if  this  is 
really  so,  but  it  is  what  my  experience  would 
lead  me  to  calculate  on  ! Then,  as  yon  get  to 
the  upper  waters  of  most  rivers  you  expect  a 
lower  average. 

For  instance,  away  up  in  that  wild  mountainous 
district  called  the  Cobrach  of  the  Deveron,  I 
found  the  average  (with  fly)  not  three  to  the 
pound,  but  a good  deal  less,  and  who  but  an 
ignoramus  would  expect  to  take  such  an  average 
of  trout  at  Tweedsmuir  as  from  Rutherford  to 
Kelso  Bridge  on  the  Tweed. 

I recall  two  other  instances.  The  “average” 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Isla  at  Glenisla,  and 
the  average  on  the  lower  waters.  But  my  last  is 
rather  a noteworthy  instance.  My  baskets  from 
the  River  Tummel  used  to  average  two  to  the 
pound  during  the  two  best  fly  months,  May  and 
June,  for  it  is  a month  later  than  most  of  our 
Scotch  rivers.  But  I should  here  state  that  all 
my  baskets  were  taken  from  that  portion  of  the 
river  beginning  at  Loch  Rannocb  (out  of  which  it 
flows)  and  downwards  two  and  a half  miles,  after 
which  the  river  alters  its  character  so  completely 
as  to  make  fly-fishing  quite  a different  matter. 
At  first  it  is  pool  and  stream  harmoniously 
blended,  and  as  you  get  two  and  a half  or  three 
miles  down,  it  flows  deep  and  slow  between  clay 
banks,  and  the  few  times  I have  tried  that  part  of 
the  river  I have  left  off  fishing  soon,  as  it  seemed 
so  very  uncertain,  and  I much  preferred  to  fish 
my  way  back  again. 

(To  be  continued.) 


The  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  though  nob  particu- 
larly low  for  the  time  of  the  year,  is  fishing 
exceptionally  ill  at  places  along  its  course.  In 
the  middle  district  waters  grilse  are  very 
numerous,  but  it  is  beyond  the  skill  of  most 
anglers  to  get  them  to  hook  on,  save  very 
rarely.  The  time  for  wobbling  the  big  par  is 
practically  past,  and  neither  prawn  nor  worm  is 
now  of  much  use.  Dainty  little  flies  do  best,  in 
particular  those  with  bright  and  silver  bodies 
and  light  or  pale  wings,  sizes  No.  7,  8,  and  9. 
The  worm  is  not  answering  even  for  sea  trout  and 
grilse  fishing;  but  after  ten  o’clock  at  night  both 
grilse  and  yellow  trout  are  taking  the  natural 
minnow  with  tolerable  readiness.  On  the  Feugh, 
the  Dee’s  best  tributary  for  grilse,  grilse  fishing 
at  night  with  the  minnow  has  been  quite  a 
success  for  a fortnight  past,  some  anglers,  even 
with  the  water  dead  low,  getting  as  many  as  four 
and  six  grilse  for  a one-night  outing  —Mac. 
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PISHING  IN  NORFOLK. 

Br  an  Angler  Canoeist. 

{Continued  from  page  9.) 


It  has  been  said  that  tench  never  take  bait  save 
“ when  tho  wheat  is  in  bloom  ; ” but  this  is  not  a 
hard  and  fast  rule.  We  have  seen  a largo  tench 
caught  in  tho  rivor  with  paste  in  tho  month  of 
March,  and  have  caught  numbers  of  smaller  fish 
(up  to  about  lb.)  in  tho  latter  part  of  May.  June 
and  July,  however,  seoin  to  be  tho  best  months. 
After  August  they  appear  to  lie  as  little  attracted 
by  the  bait  as  in  the  autumn  and  winter.  I n some 
ponds  they  declino  to  feed  save  in  the  very  early 
morning  or  late  evening,  in  others  apparently  in 
the  evening  only.  This  was  so  strongly  notice- 
able in  one  pond  with  which  we  were  acquainted, 
that  .it  was  practically  useless  to  fish  it  before 
eight  o’clock  in  tho  evening  ; but  then,  as  surely 
as  the  red  glory  of  the  June  sunset  began  to 
tinge  the  dark  water  pink,  and  the  ghastly 
wreaths  of  white  mist  rose  from  the  rushy 
margin,  while  the  bats  commenced  to  wheel  and 
dart  overhead,  our  quill  float  would  slide  gently 
away  under  the  influence  of  a bite,  and  an 
echoing  splash  would  betoken  the  rush  of  a good 
fish.  The  tench  is  a powerful  and  furious 
fighter,  furnished  as  he  is  with  his  broad  tail  and 
big  fins,  and  needs 
dexterous  handling 
with  the  fine  tackle  it 
is  usual  to  employ  for 
his  capture,  though 
we  may  observe  for 
that  matter  in  the 
pond  just  now  com- 
mented upon  the 
rustics  appeared, 
ivhen  the  fish  were  on 
the  feed,  to  catch  as 
many  good  fish  with 
their  huge  hazel 
boughs  and  coarse 
“tows”  as  the  more 
scientific  anglers  did 
— a grievous  truth, 
but  none  the  less  a 
painful  and  not  alto- 
gether unprecedented 
fact.  How  they  would 
have  succeeded  in 
cajoling  the  fish  when 
the  latter  were  not 
hungry  we  cannot 
say, they  appeared  to 
have  too  much  intelli- 
gence, intuition,  lazi- 
ness— call  it  what  you 
will — to  try. 

There  does  not 
appear  to  be  a better 
all-round  bait  for 
tench,  when  all  is  said 
and  done,  than  a good 
clear  reddish  lob- 
worm of  tolerable  size.  Brandlings,  gentles, 
paste,  wasp  grubs,  and  the  like,  though  occa- 
sionally alluring  to  this  fish,  are  generally  dis- 
regarded by  them.  Hitherto  we  have  not 
succeeded  in  discovering  a fly  that  will  tempt 
them,  though  they  appear  to  feed  greedily  upon 
midges  in  the  summer  evenings.  Possibly  some 
other  anglers  may  be  better  informed  on  this 
point,  which  is  decidedly  worth  investigating,  as 
though  in  general  tench  are  bottom  feeders  there 
are  times  when  they  bask  in  huge  shoals  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  would  probably  suck  in 
a fly  if  well  laid  over  them,  providing  it  were  of 
the  right  sort.  The  mention  of  worms  above, 
suggests  to  us  to  remark  en  passant  that  there  is 
a considerable  difference  of  opinion  between  many 
anglers  as  to  the  value  of  “ dew-worms  ”*  (picked 
off  wet  grass  plots  during  the  summer  nights) 
as  bait.  The  most  successful  and  experienced 
fisherman  we  ever  knew  would  having  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  them,  declaring  they  were 
useless,  and  we  are  bound  to  admit,  in  favour  of 
this  opinion,  that  when  using  “ dews  ” very  few 
small  fish,  and  never  any  large  ones,  were 
secured.  We  believe,  however,  we  are  correct  in 
stating  that  this  repugnance  of  fish  to  these 

* We  use  the  word  “ dew-worms”  as  distinctive  from 
‘ earth-worms  ” dug  direct  from  the  soil. 


worms  is  only  manifested  at  those  months  of  the 
year  when  tho  worms  used  have  been  picked  off 
the  grass  when  they  were  crawling  about  in  great 
numbers  for  breeding  purposes — at  least  that  is 
the  generally  accepted  theory  among  those 
anglers  whom  we  have  met  who  rigorously 
eschewed  their  use;  whether  founded  on  a sound 
basis  or  not,  wo  are  not  prepared  to  definitely  [ 
affirm. 

As  for  ground-bait  for  tench,  we  do  not  believe  j 
anything  better  can  be  used  than  a mixture  of 
sopped  bread,  bran,  brewer’s  grains,  and  a little 
boiled  wheat ; which  also  has  the  advantage  of 
being  far  more  agreeable  to  use  than  the  foul 
garbage  so  often  thrown  in  wholesale  to  attract 
other  fish.  The  grand  requisite  in  tench  fishing 
(as  indeed  it  is  in  all  kinds  of  angling)  is  an  un- 
limited stock  of  patience ; if  you  have  com- 
menced rather  early  in  the  day  and  have  no  bites 
even  up  to  five  or  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  yet 
still  stick  at  it  as  long  as  you  can  see  your  float, 
and  give  the  fish  plenty  of  time  when  you  have 
a bite.  We  well  recollect  an  episode  which  illus- 
trated how  necessary  the  quality  of  perseverance 
is  to  the  tench  fisher.  Not  a bite  had  been 
observed  all  day  in  an  excellent  piece  of  tench 
water,  in  spite  of  careful  and  judicious  ground- 
baiting, when,  just  after  the  crimson  glow  of  the 
sunset  light  had  faded  away  behind  the  dark  fir 


woods,  and  as  the  gloaming  deepened  over  the  J 
pond,  the  tench  elected  to  take  their  supper,  I 
and  until  it  grew  pitch  dark  the  sport  was 
simply  fast  and  furious,  nearly  seventy  great 
fellows  of  21b.,  31b.,  and  41b.,  soon  being  wallow- 
ing, flopping,  and  “ croaking  ” on  the  grass  ; 
while  the  worthy  attendant  coachman  who  per- 
formed the  duties  of  “ gillie,”  as  he  hastily 
obeyed  the  excited  calls  for  “ worms,”  “ landing- 
net,”  &c.,  could  only  ejaculate  from  time  to  time — 

“ This  heer’s  a reg’lar  mairsterpiece  ! ” 

There  are  very  great  numbers  of  tench  in  the 
Norfolk  Broads,  but  hardly  anyone  ever  angles 
for  them — they  are,  however,  caught  in  scores  in 
bow  nets.  These  nets  are  set  almost  everywhere 
in  shallow  pulks  and  “ pockets  ” of  broads  during 
the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  but  very  few 
people  would  ever  detect  their  presence,  lying 
hidden  as  they  do  down  among  the  dark  weeds 
and  vegetation  beneath  the  cloudy-looking  water. 
We  have  “spotted”  many  of  these  contrivances 
when  fly-fishing  from  a canoe,  but  we  never 
meddled  with  them,  for  other  fish  are  very  seldom 
entrapped  in  them,  and  they  do  harm  to  no  one, 
as  the  tench  is  so  little  sought  by  anglers,  while 
some  needy  marshman’s  heart  may  be  gladdened 
by  the  few  shillings  he  can  obtain  for  a good 
catch — a side  of  the  question  which  too  frequently 
does  not  present  itself  to  the  mind  of  some  ultra 


orthodox  and  (when  tie  discovers  them)  deeply 
indignant  citizen  angler,  who  thinks  he  has 
detected  a terrible  bit  of  poaching.  It  is  a 
commonly  known  fact  that  the  tench  lives  longer 
than  almost  any  fish  out  of  the  water,  being  easily 
transported  alive  in  winter  weather  for  consider- 
able distances  when  packed  in  soaked  grass.  It 
may  not  be  equally  widely  noted  that  the  tench 
can  also  exist  for  a great  length  of  time  in  entirely 
icebound  ponds  under  conditions  which  speedily 
prove  fatal  to  other  fish  inhabiting  the  same 
water.  The  very  severe  winter  of  1890  gave 
illustrations  of  this  peculiarity  of  tench  in  the 
case  of  very  many  ponds,  both  large  and  deep, 
small  and  shallow,  which  came  under  our  notice. 
When  the  thaw  eventually  set  in,  with  strong 
southerly  winds,  and  the  ponds  became  free  of 
ice,  the  shallow  margins  were  literally  carpeted 
with  hundreds  of  dead  perch,  roach,  and  rudd, 
driven  thither  by  the  wind,  most  of  which  were 
in  an  advanced  state  of  decomposition,  evidencing 
the  fact  that  they  had  very  quickly  succumbed 
to  the  deadly  influence  of  their  ice-sealed  prison, 
but  not  a single  tench  was  observable,  though 
they  soon  showed  themselves  as  plentifully  as 
ever  when  the  warm  weather  came  on.  In  another 
pond,  long  after  the  very  eels  had  floated  up, 
dead,  to  the  surface  under  the  clear  ice,  upon  a 
hole  being  cut  therein  by  an  adventurous  rustic 

his  labours  were  re- 
warded by  a catch 
(by  net)  of  about 
sixty  large  tench  that 
crowded  to  the  spot, 
presumably  to  enjoy 
the  delights  of  “ fresh 
air,”  or  rather,  open 
water,  though  appa- 
rently not  dependent 
upon  it  (for  a great 
space  of  time,  at  any 
rate)  for  their  exist- 
ence. A similar  ice 
cutting  operation  in 
a large  and  deep  pond 
(of  about  17  acres) 
resulted  in  obtaining 
numbers  of  pike 
(largest  161b.),  but  in 
many  instances  these 
fish  were  so  weak  and 
“ fuddled  ” that  they 
could  be  taken  out  by 
hand,  while  the  perch, 
roach,  and  rudd,  as  in 
the  previously  men- 
tioned instance,  died 
by  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds— to  such  an 
extent,  indeed,  that 
the  effluvium  result- 
ing on  the  advent  of 
warmer  weather  was 
all  but  intolerable, 
while  the  fishing  has 
never  since  recovered 
the  disastrous  effects  of  that  winter,  a fate  that 
befell  many  another  previously  heavily-stocked 
piece  of  water  during  1890,  some  ponds,  indeed, 
beiog  entirely  depopulated. 

In  closing  the  subject  of  tench  and  tench  fish- 
ing we  may,  perhaps,  observe  that  the  great 
advantages  of  tench  are  that  they  will  live  and 
thrive  in  almost  any  water,  provided  it  is  not  too 
swift,  or  the  bottom  too  gravelly  or  hard,  and 
where  ponds  are  not  allowed  to  grow  too  weedy 
and  foul  the  fish  will  generally  come  tolerably 
freely  to  the  angler’s  bait  if  judicious  ground- 
baiting is  practised  and  the  water  is  fished  at 
seasonable  hours,  though,  of  course,  at  times  the 
i fish  will  be  found  to  go  off  the  feed  for  two  or 
three  days  together,  in  which  case  it  is  a pity  to 
waste  time  fishing  for  them,  on  finding,  after  a 
reasonable  trial,  that  they  are  disinclined  to  feed. 
Owners  of  ponds  are  far  too  slow  to  recognize 
the  immense  harm  to  fishing  caused  by  allowing 
weeds  to  grow  unchecked  for  year  after  year, 
until  the  weeds  eventually  get  beyond  all  control, 
and  the  pond  is  ruined  for  ever.  It  is  affirmed 
that  “wherever  there  are  waterlilies  there  are 
tench,”  and,  undoubtedly,  a certain  proportion  of 
this  plant  in  ponds  and  lakes  is  very  useful,  as 
their  broad  leaves  afford  fine  shelter  for  the  large 
and  more  wary  fish. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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gcofc!)  glofes. 


Bt  Mac. 

The  marketing  of  salmon  caught  by  the  rod 
wn  several  northern  rivers,  including  the  Dec,  is 
getting  rifer  and  more  the  fashion  amongst 
anglers  every  year.  The  sporting  expense  must 
we  paid  by  the  fish,  you  know. 


feojiE  very  grand  large  sea  trout  are  being  got 
by  the  netters  in  the  Ugie  river  sea  district  at 
present,  but  the  river  itself  continues  too  low  for 
such,  fish  coming  in  freely  or  sport  with  them 
proving  of  any  consequence. 


Ox  Tay  salmon  and  grilse  angling  remains 
P??r’  very  few  fish  being  landed,  but  fine  baskets 
of  large  trout  continue  to  be  got  from  most  of  the 
best  trouting  reaches  of  the  river.  In  little  more 
than  a month  the  back-end  angling  season  for 
salmon  and  grilse  will  be  commencing. 


Save  very  far  inland,  the  angling  with  fly  for 
the  large  trout  of  the  Don  is  all  over  for  the  year. 
During  the  great  heat  and  bright  weather  the 
other  week  anglers  fishing  the  clear  water  worm 
secured  lots  of  good  baskets  of  very  fair- sized 
trout  on  reaches  between  Inverurie  and  Alford, 
and  also  beyond  Alford.  Natural  minnow  fishing 
has  accounted  for  some  big  trout  mostly  every- 
where, but  no  really  great  baskets  have  been  got 
u Few  evenings  have  proved  really  suitable, 
the  wind  dying  away,  and  usually  a frost  steam 
rising  from  the  water  just  about  the  time  when 
sport  would  be  expected  to  begin  in  earnest. 
I have  heard  of  only  two  weighing  over  41b.  being 
caught.  I had  a little  fishing  with  minnow  on 
this  river  myself  last  week  ; and,  although  I had 
no  trout  more  than  21b.,  I had  none  less  than  lib. 
weight. 


Sport  with  sea  trout  and  finnock  may  now  be 
looked  for  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland,  which  fishes 
best  beside  Inveran,  close  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Biver  Shin,  where  grilse  are  occasionally  caught. 
Ihe  fishing,  which  is  tidal  and  principally  with 
fly,  is  free.  J 

This  is  about  the  best  time  of  the  year  for  sport 
with  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  on  the  Shiel 
fisheries,  whereon  anglers  may  have  fishing  by 
arrangement  with  the  proprietor  of  the  Shiel 
Bridge  Hotel,  Loch  Shiel,  Argyllshire.  Taking 
one  year  with  another  the  sport  on  the  Shiel 
fisheries,  it  has  been  found,  has  marked  a 
great  improvement  since  the  netting  was  aban- 
doned. 


Fishery  Board — most  cautious  of 
fill  public  bodies  to  move  for  or  initiate  reforms — 
are,  it  is  reported,  making  inquiries  if  it  would 
be  considered  advisable  to  make  from  Nov.  1 to 
Feb.  1 a close  time  for  trout  fishing.  This  is  a 
perfect  fiasco  — •.  the  need,  the  urgent  need,  for 
such  a . close  time,  even  a longer  one,  is  an 
axiomatic  fact.  To  whom  ought  it  to  be  more 
patent  than  to  the  members  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  and  their  fresh-water  fisheries  staff  ? For 
them  to  have  to  make  inquiries  is  at  once  a farce 
and  an  exposure. 


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
rechin,  N.B.,  writes  : “ The  angling  is  quite  dis- 
appointmg  at  present.  Here  at  least  the  waters 
are  dead  low  and  clear,  with  the  result  that  the 
well-fed  trout  are  all  too  shy  for  big  bags  of  them 
eing  got.  Night  fishing  alone  works,  and  even 
it  does  not  do  well.  I had  a turn  on  the  West 
Water  between  8 and  10  p.m.  yesterday;  but, 
hard  as  I worked,  only  secured  a score  of  trout, 
five  of  which  were  very  small  indeed.  We  want 
ram  badly  to  put  the  streams  in  ply,  and  per- 
chance allow  some  sea  trout  to  push  up  to  the 
higher  reaches.  Sea  trout  are  reported  numerous 

WD  Q CfT£  fDd  5°i?e  ? the  Iower  reaches  of 
both  South  Esk  and  North  Esk  have  been  caught 

with  a funny  fly  ’—not  difficult  to  dress.  The 
salmon  angling  for  next  autumn  is  already  about 
all  let  in  this  quarter.” 

hJf?n,eTer°n  trout— at  least  the  real  good 
big  fat  fellows— are  now  found  by  the  fly-fishers 
all  along  the  river  to  be  very  hook  shy.  As  yet 


— and  the  time  will  soon  slip  past — the  season  for 
clear  water  worming  has  been  fickle,  and  not 
nearly  the  usual  good  takes  have  been  made.  But 
fishing  at  night  with  minnow  and  par-tail  has 
latterly  been  fairly  encouraging,  and  then  grilse 
are  now  coming  on  pretty  freely,  which  helps  to 
keep  up  the  interest — keeping  it  from  flagging 
so  much  as  it  might  until  the  autumn  comes 
round,  and  the  ‘ big  fish  ’ dash  up  to  make  the 
turbid  water  fly  like  steam  as  they  clear  the  rapid 
runs  and  shallows.” 


Says  a Huntly  correspondent : “Fishing  here 
has  been  rather  quiet  of  late ; still,  there  are  the 
takes  of  a few  grilse  to  report  and  more  may 
follow  soon.  On  Huntly  Deveron  water  Mr. 
Wilson  had  two  nice  grilse  the  other  day,  3flb. 
and  41b.,  and  the  Avochie  keeper  had  three  for 
one  morning’s  fishing  last  week.  Anglers  are 
anxiously  looking  for  a rise  of  the  water,  when 
they  expect  a heavy  run  of  salmon  and  grilse  and 
a vigorous  revival  of  sport.  To-night  (Tuesday) 
it  looks  as  if  we  were  to  have  heavy  rain  ere 
morning.  The  other  day  anglers  out  the  Cairnie 
way  told  me  that  the  burn  of  Cairnie  is  simply 
swarming  with  fine  trout  this  year.  It  generally 
is  a good  burn,  but  particularly  about  this  season. 
There  is  choice  of  streams  and  plenty  of  scope 
for  aDglers  from  the  Grouse  Inn.” 


Low  as  the  Ythan  is  at  present,  its  sea  trout 
are  now  beginning  to  creep  up  at  night  over  the 
shallows  beyond  tidal  influence.  Lately  several 
have  been  caught  with  fly  in  the  streams, 
morning  and  evening,  on  reaches  well  inland 
from  the  Newburgh,  where  at  present  the  angling 
is  best,  and  will  continue  best  until  the  heavy 
autumn  migration  has  well  set  in. 


Mr.  William  White,  formerly  of  the  Rodono 
Hotel,  St.  Mary’s  Loch,  Selkirk,  writes  that  he 
has  now  opened  the  Victoria  May  Hotel,  Stanley, 
Perthshire,  as  an  anglers’  resort  and  tourists’ 
quarters.  He  says  : “ Our  hotel  is  furnished  at 
last,  and  though  it  may  be  bad  taste  to  laud 
ourselves,  I yet  may  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
that  we  have  everything  substantial  and  good.  1 
am  on  the  outlook  for  a stretch  of  salmon  and 
trout  water,  and  think  that  I am  in  a fair  way  to 
secure  such  in  time.  I have  new  stabling  built, 
and  shall  hire  and  otherwise  be  able  to  accom- 
modate gentlemen  who  go  in  for  driving  to  the 
fishing,  &c.  The  hotel  overlooks  the  princely 
Tay,  where  Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch 
landing  his  first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where 
John  Bright,  the  ‘ tribune  of  the  people  ’ caught 
his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b.  The  hotel  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  salmon  country — right  on  the  best 
reaches  of  the  whole  Tay,  and  has  been  established 
to  meet  the  wants  of  sportsmen  who  have  hitherto 
been  obliged  to  stay  in  Perth,  Birnam,  or  Dun- 
keld,  which  are  equi-distant  from  Stanley.  The 
climate  is  very  fine  indeed,  and  the  district  is 
historical,  romantic,  and  beautiful.”  • 


Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes : “We 
are  having  the  perfection  of  beautiful  weather  on 
the  far  north  coast  from  Cape  Wrath  to  John  o’ 
Groats  at  the  present  time.  It  will  continue  I 
hope.  The  sport  is  turning  out  very  good  now, 
as  I expected  and  predicted  it  would.  Mr. 
Chatterton,  July  3,  fished  the  tidal  pools  of 
River  Dionard,  and  got  two  grilse  and  three  sea 
trout,  101b.,  largest  grilse  4|lb.  On  the  4th  he 
had  fourteen  sea  trout,  221b.,  largest  4|lb.  ; all 
caught  with  the  Zulu  fly.  On  the  5tb,  on  the 
kyle,  he  had  eleven  beauties,  weighing  altogether 
22flb.,  largest  41b.  Anglers  not  at  all  brisk 
in  coming  on  at  the  right  time  this  year  for 
the  kyle  and  tidal  pools.  But  they  will  be  sure 
to  come  when  there  is  not  half  the  chance  that 
there  is  at  present.  Then  there  will  be  grum- 
bling because  there  is  not  grand  sport  for  them. 
Every  year  the  bulk  of  them  are  too  late  in 
coming  up.  We  do  best  as  a rule  on  kyle  and 
tidal  pools  of  Dionard  river  between  middle  of 
May  and  middle  of  July.  I have  never,  in  all 
my  long  experience,  seen  sea  trout  more  nume- 
rous at  this  time  of  the  year  in  kyle  and  sea 
pools.  This,  and  everything  else  looking  well, 
makes  me  pretty  confident  that  our  salt  and 
brackish  water  sea  trout  angling  will  last  good 
all  this  month  of  July.” 


A friend  who  has  just  discovered  what  ho  calls 
the  rocky  canyon  of  the  North  Esk,  writes  as 
follows : “ Many  a timo  have  I looked  with 
pleasure  at  the  fine  water-colour  hung  on  the  wall 
of  your  smoky  den  representing  a gorge  of  the 
Esk,  bordered  with  autumn-tinted  foliage,  en- 
closing the  track  of  foaming  water.  But  not  till 
a week  ago  did  I ever  behold  the  glory  of  the 
Gannochy  pot  and  its  neighbourhood  in  real  life. 
For  the  whole  glen,  extending  to  about  three 
miles  above  Edzell,  there  is  only  one  word  suit- 
able— magnificent.  What  a worker  in  stone  that 
river  is!  How  beautifully  scooped  and  curved 
and  carved  the  sandstone  and  conglomerate  rock, 
to  suit  the  wayward  humour  of  the  water  as  it 
pushes  forward  its  sinuous  body  round  and  under 
and  over  the  crags ! The  river  is  so  solid,  the 
rock  so  neatly  and  artistically  fitted  to  its  form, 
that  in  the  onlooker’s  eye  the  elemental  qualities 
of  each  are  exchanged.  The  stone  is  the  plastic 
substance,  the  water  the  inflexible  power  mould- 
ing the  rocks  to  its  own  shape  as  if  they  were 
composed  of  soft  clay.  Within  the  three-mile 
stretch  is  contained  nearly  every  feature  of  rocky 
river  scenery  ever  depicted  by  the  artist.  Dead 
pool,  glassy  rapid,  foaming  waterfall,  succeed 
each  other  repeatedly.  What  its  fishing  quality 
is  worth  we  had  no  opportunity  to  try,  but 
were  gratified,  while  standing  on  a high  foot- 
bridge almost  directly  over  a white  dashing  linn, 
to  see  several  small  salmon  (or  maybe  grilse) 
spring  out  of  the  boiling  foam  into  the  face  of 
the  descending  wall  of  water.  Whether  their 
further  career  was  upwards  or  downwards  we 
could  not  see,  but  it  seemed  an  utter  impossibility 
that  they  should  ever  mount  that  fall.  On  the 
lower  side  of  the  bridge  were  four  fish  of  a similar 
size  sunning  themselves  on  a shallow  ledge,  and 
so  exactly  toeing,  or  noseing,  the  line  with  each 
other  that  it  required  the  dropping  of  a stone  by 
the  funny  man  of  the  party  before  we  could  be 
sure  there  was  life  or  movement  in  such  a well- 
arranged  group.  The  scene  from  Gannochy 
Bridge  is  indescribable  in  grandeur,  and  visitors 
to  Edzell  in  the  wane  of  the  year  are  fortunate  in 
landscape  whether  they  get  fish  or  not.  I should 
willingly  take  my  chance  of  both.” 


Sport  with  sea  trout  on  the  celebrated  Loch 
Stack  and  Loch  Hope  fisheries  in  Sutherland- 
shire  is  now  coming  on.  On  both  lochs  the  fly 
is  the  deadliest  lure.  

Writetii  the  Mackay  : “As  to  perch  in  the 
Dee,  they  come  from  Loch  Kinnord  for  one  place, 
and  probably  from  some  of  the  other  lochs  which 
contain  them.  It  is  some  twenty-five  years  since 
they  were  noticed  so  freely  in  the  Dee,  according 
to  George  Blacklaws,  who  is  an  authority  on 
these  things.  We  both  observed  several  speci- 
mens about  the  Brig  o’  Potarch  last  summer 
when  searching  for  pike,  aDd  tried  to  bait  them, 
but  to  no  purpose.  As  perch  go  in  shoals  or 
schools  probably  this  is  the  same  school  now 
being  observed  lower  down  the  river.  It  is  not  at 
all  likely  they  breed  in  the  river. 


“‘The  fishing  is  fairly  up  my  back,’  said  a 
keeper  (John  Harper)  the  other  day,  and  this 
expression  completely  sums  up  the  present  state 
of  matters.  Yet  July  has  often  done  well,  and 
before  the  month  is  out  something  good  may  yet 
be  accomplished.  Mr.  Lammond,  late  lessee  of 
the  Kincardine  Lodge  fishings,  landed  a trout 
the  other  day  scaling  some  2|lb.,  which  dis- 
gorged three  par  when  being  knocked  on  the 
head,  while  three  others  were  found  when  opened 
up.  He  was  spinning  for  grilse  when  he  came 
across  this  poacher.  Had  it  been  of  the  human 
species  and  doing  such  damage  before  the  eyes  of 
a water  bailiff  it  would  have  cost  it  £5  for  the 
first  and  £1  for  each  of  the  remaining  five.” 


In  sending  me  a couple  of  sea  trout,  weighing 
respectively  3|lb.  and  If  lb.,  which  I have  just 
received,  a friend  who  is  fishing  the  River  Awe, 
Argyllshire,  says  : “I  send  you  a specimen  of  the 
Awe  sea  trout.  They  are  plentiful  now,  and  some 
are  much  larger  than  those  sent.”  The  Awe  sea 
trout,  like  the  Awe  salmon,  are  very  plump, 
“ thick  set,”  deep  fish,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  on  such  a wild  rocky  river,  full  of  hazards 
as  the  Awe  is,  they  give  magnificent  sport  on 
light  tackle. 


“ Now,  don’t  forgot  that  our  train  leaven  at  8.7 
sharp  to-morrow,  bo  mind  and  bo  in  good  time. 

This  uttered  in  aquasi-sarcastic,  or  rather,  I should 
say, bantering  tone,  was  by  way  of  a parting  shot  in 
roply  to  ahoarty  invitation  on  the  part  of  my  fidua 
Achates  in  the  piscatorial  world,  yclept  Mike,  who 
sometimes  had  a happy  knack  of  arriving  at  tho 
railway  station  only  just  in  time  to  scramble,  at 
the  imminent  risk  of  damaging  his  physiognomy, 
into  the  guard’s  van  at  the  tail  of  the  tram  as 
the  latter  steamed  out  of  the  terminus,  or,  as 
happened  on  more  than  ono  occasion,  ot  rushing 
breathless  and  panting  up  the  steps,  to  find  to 
his  chagrin  that  the  said  train  had  left  some 
minutes  previously,  and  that  a wait  oi  an  hour, 
more  or  less,  was  before  him  ere  another  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself  of  proceeding  to  his  desti- 

11  The  menu  to  be  discussed  on  the  trip  about  to 
be  chronicled,  consisted  of  one  sole  dish— chub— 
and  I was  promised  a thorough  and  complete 
initiation  into  the  art  and  mysteries  of  trapping 
this  wary  genus  of  pieces  in  the  Nottingham 
style. 

A lovely  sunset  on  the  eve  of  our  excursion 
prognosticated  that  on  the  morrow  Jupiter 
Pluvius  would  not  honour  us  with  his  unwelcome 
presence,  and  the  morning  which  succeeded 
did  not  belie  this  promise.  Everything 
seemed  to  bid  fair  for  a good  day’s  sport. 

I have  written  everything,  but  the  wind  was 
hardly  in  the  right'  quarter,  blowing  sharply 
from  due  east,  and  I had  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  a 
little  wholesome  though  disturbing  chaff  on  the 
part  of  my  worthy  spouse  on  leaving  home  soon 
after  seven,  who  dinged  into  my  ears  the  old 
saw  about  going  fishing  when  the  wind  hails  from 
the  direction  named  ; she,  in  her  wifely  wisdom, 
opining  (as  indeed  most  anglers  do)  that  when 
“ the  wind  is  in  the  east,  ’tis  neither  fit  for  man 
nor  beast.”  However,  nothing  disturbed,  I took 
heart  of  grace,  and  hoped  for  the  best. 

Furnished  with  all  the  paraphernalia  necessary 
to  entrap  Leuciscus  ceplialus,  I reached  our 
rendezvous,  and  in  due  course  my  mentor,  true 
to  time  (let  this  be  writ  large),  hailed  me. 

We  took  comfortable  corners  vis-a-vis  m a 
roomy  carriage,  and  were  soon  being  whirled 
through  a lovely  country  to  one  of  the  prettiest 
villages  on  the  borders  of  Berks.  An  hour  s 
■journey  found  us  on  the  platform  at  W.  A punt 
was  duly  requisitioned  and  equipped,  anchor 
(figuratively  speaking)  was  weighed,  Mike  taking 
the  helm,  and  off  we  started  for  the  fishing 
ground. 

A perfect-looking  chub  swim  was  at  once 
acted  upon.  A little  well  prepared  ground-bait— 
bran  and  bread — was  crumbled  in  the  hands  and 
thrown  in  gently  so  that  it  might  disperse 
gradually  and  not  sink  too  quickly.  Fine  gut 
bottoms  were  employed,  the  water  being  very 
bright  (coarse  tackle  would  have  reduced  the 
chances  of  sport  to  a minimum).  The  hook  was, 
if  I remember  rightly,  No.  8,  and  the  running 
line  was  well  vaselined.  the  float  being  a some- 
what heavy  quill  well  down  in  the  water.  One 
bonne  louche  after  another  was  tried,  but  no 
signs  of  a bite  were  discernible. 

I Was  told  to  look  out  for  “ bangers,  as  the 
fish  were  known  to  run  large  in  this  particular 
water.  There  were  few  “ wee  chappies  that 
came  to  the  net,  for  “ fishes  live  in  the  sea  . . . as 
men  do  on  land— the  great  ones  eat  up  the  little 
ones.”  Although,  however,  Mr.  Chub  will  take 
anything  well  nigh,  from  a “wagtail”  to  a 
shrimp,  I do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  big 
ones  had  turned  cannibals  for  the  nonce,  though 
doubtless  the  relentless  pike  had  a little  to 
answer  for  in  the  scarcity  of  small  fry  ot  the  ilk 

referred  to.  „ , 

Three  or  four  long  journeys  down  did  the  float 
make,  but  it  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way. 
Indeed,  it  was  self  evident  that  our  quarry  wa,s 
not  at  home  here,  so  down  stream  we  dropped,  it 
being  a well  understood  and  recognised  fact  that 
if  no  signs  of  an  attack  upon  the  bait  presented 
itself  in  the  course  of  a few  minutes  Mahomet 
would  not  come  to  the  mountain  ; the  latter  had 
perforce  to  go  to  Mahomet,  and  essay  No.  2 was 
made  lower  down  the  stream.  A good  sized 
shrimp  was  tried,  the  hook  being  passed  through 


tho  centre  of  tho  back,  the  head  and  tail  hanging 
down.  The  disappearance  of  Mike’s  float  signalled 
a bite,  though  no  substantial  result  followed. 
Tho  bait  was  taken  at  the  very  end  ot  ft  long 
swim,  some  fifty  yards  from  the  punt,  and  the 
strong  wind  having  caused  tho  running  line  to 
warp  somewhat,  the  “ miss”  was  excusable  under 
tho  circumstances.  Uttering  a modest  expletive 
(it  only  began  with  a small  “d”),  operations 
were  resumed,  and  at  the  next  attempt  the 
jubilant  exclamation  of  “got  him  ” on  the  patt 
of  my  confrere  announced  “ first  blood.  i he 
fish,  however,  came  up  like  a roach,  and  on  being 
grassed  it  weighed  only  a pound  and  a halt. 
Still,  on  the  doctrine  of  “ sma  fish  are  better 
than  nane,”  as  the  old  Scotch  saying  has  it,  we 
consigned  our  capture  to  the  well.  , 

“ You  must  fish  fine  and  far  off,  was  Mike  s 
advice  to  me,  he  adding,  by  way  of  a rider,  ‘ and 
keep  as  close  to  the  bank  as  may  be.  1 he  morn- 
ing’s sport  certainly  bore  out  to  a great  extent 
this  theory.  Chub,  the  shyest,  perhaps,  ot  shy 
fish,  are  so  easily  startled  that  those  who  are 
adepts  at  angling  in  the  Nottingham  fashion 
stand  a far  better  chance  of  making  a good  bag 
than  those  who  are  content  to  use  only  compara- 
tively short  lengths  of  line.  When  once  a chub 
bites  and  is  missed  he  very  seldom  goes  tor  the 
bait  again,  and  if  one  or  two  be  taken  out  ot  the 
same  hole  the  remaining  occupants  soon  make 
tracks  for  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new.  No 
further  conquests  were  made  in  the  swim  which 
produced  our  first  specimen.  Shrimps,  gentles, 
greaves,  and  cheese  were  manipulated  in  vain. 
Unfortunately,  we  were  unable  to  procure  any 
pith  and  brains  from  our  “ fleshers,  or  we  might 
have  added  to  our  already  long  list  of  attractive 
lures  with  (or  without)  more  success.  Dropping 
still  down,  we  made  fast  to  the  shore  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a deep  old  quiet  hole  under  an  over- 
hanging bank,  wherein  chub  as  a rule  delight  to 
disport  themselves.  The  first  trip  of  Mike  s float 
proved  fatal  to  Mr.  Chub  No.  2.  He  was  not  a 
bad  fellow,  of  nearly  three  pounds,  and  gave  no 
end  of  sport.  Frantic  attempts  made  he  to  rush 
into  the  weeds,  but  after  being  carefully  played 
he  joined  his  companion  in  the  well. 

An  adjournment  was  rendered  necessary  tor 
luncheon,  as  the  keen  air  had  sharpened  our 
appetites  amazingly.  The  medley  of  comestibles 
thoughtfully  provided  by  our  better  halves  tor 
our  delectation  were  discussed  with  great  gusto, 
and  we  resumed  our  labours  refreshed  and  m- 

V1B°y  way  of  variety,  Mike  tried  his  luck  from  the 
bank,  and  was  well  into  a slashing  fish,  which  he 
played  to  within  a few  yards  of  home.  Just  at 
this  moment,  however,  a huge  drift  of  weeds 
came  floating  down  stream,  and,  despite  ail  the 
strain  that  one  dared  to  put  on  the  fish,  into  the 
said  weeds  he  got,  and,  alas  ! the  line  slackened 
and  the  fish  got  away,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  both  of  us. 

Place  after  place  was  well  tried,  and  Mike  was 
lucky  enough  to  add  to  his  score  another  chub  of 
2Mb  but  from  this  time  until  we  gave  up  the 
business  for  the  day,  not  a single  bite  was 

^^examination  of  one  of  our  captives  showed 
that  the  fish  had  been  feeding  (and  pretty  exten- 
sively too)  on  the  young  growths  of  the  weeds 
which  had  just  commenced  to  shoot;  in  tact, 
they  had  fairly  gorged  themselves  with  this 
green  stuff,  and  would  have  but  little  to  do 
with  the  orthodox  baits  provided  to  ensnare 

^We  accordingly  punted  back  leisurely  to  our 
starting  place  as  the  sun  was  setting,  and  it  we 
were  not  so  elated  as  we  should  have  been  had 
the  fish  been  “ on  ” a little  better,  still  we  had  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  day  had  been 
well  spent  in  an  amusement  at  the  same  time 
healthful  and  intellectual.  As  for  myself,  what- 
ever prize  Mike  may  have  obtained  had  he 
“ weighed-in  ” — I think  that  is  the  right  expres- 
8ion — it  may  be  asserted  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  a wooden  spoon  was  tbe  only  reward 
which  would  have  been  presented  to  H.  A.  it. 


The  several  small  but  splendid  salmon  and  sea 
trout  rivers  of  the  Lews,  which  are  essentially 
summer  season  rivers,  usually  fish  best  ot  a 
during  the  present  month.  Their  angling  is 
impaired  by  netting. — Mac. 


I was  saying  something  last  week  about  suit- 
able holiday  resorts  for  that  brackish  compromise 
the  sea  and  river  fisherman,  and  I may  as  well 
complete  the  list  as  far  as  the  Land  s Lnd,  beyond 
which  we  need  not  travel,  save  for  a day  s shar 
fighting  out  on  tho  Polo  Bank.  1 got  as  tar  aB 
Littlehampton.  . ,, 

From  Bognor  one’s  nearest  river  fishing  would 
be  in  tbe  little  stream  that  debouches  (in  a way 
on  which  M.  Rimmel  might  improve!)  at 
Felpham.  I believe  it  is  called  the  Rife,  though 
about  a month  ago  I asked  some  people  who  have 
lived  all  their  life  on  its  right  bank  and  they 
didn’t  know.  I have  also  heard  it  contains  fair 
roach  and  bream,  but  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  the  report.  With  a little  train  journey,  how- 
ever, visitors  at  Bognor  could  easily  fish  the 
weedy  Arun  or  the  muddy  Chichester  Canal. 

The  little  Isle  of  Wight  rivers  (the  Medina  at 
Cowes,  the  Yar  at  Yarmouth,  &c  ) contain  some 
fish,  and  there  is  a little  bass  and  mullet  fashing 
(greatly  assisted  by  the  imagination)  at  their 

mouths.  e 

At  Southampton  there  is  the  Itchen ; from 
Bournemouth  one  can  get  to  the  Christchurch 

rivers  in  about  ten  minutes.  , 

In  Devon,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Slapton,  and 
Plymouth  afford  facilities  for  both  kinds  ot 
fishing.  In  Cornwall,  I fancy,  sea  fashing  P * 
dominates,  and  is  indeed  too  good  to  require 
varying  with  quieter  stuff. 

Of  Cornish  fishing  more  anon.  Those  media- 
ting such  a trip,  however,  will  do  well  to 
remember  that  the  fish  are  caught  in  thirty  or 
forty  fathoms  of  water  some  miles  from  the 

C°Heavy  leads  and  stout  lines  are  therefore 
necessary,  and  the  most  devout  angler  wi  o 
wisely  to  leave  his  rod  at  home,  save  for  drift 

lining  or  railing.  . 

Visitors  to  different  parts  of  our  coast  are 
frequently  puzzled— and  no  wonder.  — by  the 
number  of  aliases  possessed  by  the  commoner 
kinds  of  fish.  Even  birds  do  not  go  by  so  many 
names,  though  indeed  a thrush  or  hedge-sparrow 
is  called  bv  about  thirty  in  as  many  districts, 
more  than  half  its  sobriquets  being  conspicuously 
inappropriate.  As  for  the  names  of  tis  , 1 1 

superfluous  in  many  cases  to  seek  rhyme  o 
reason,  as  they  are  often  based  on  the  most 
imaginary  and  far  fetched  resemblances.  I he 
wrasse  is  a tench  at  Bognor,  a connor  at  Bourne- 
mouth, elsewhere  a corkwing,  ballan,  rock-cook, 
&c.  I never  yet  heard  it  called  wrasse,  except  in 

b°The  whiting-pout  is  a bib,  blain,  pouter,  rock- 
whiting, or  “tupp.”  The  garfish  may  be  called  at 
pleasure  a greenbone,  garbill,  or  iong  nose-  some- 
times they  call  it  mackerel-leader  1 he  skate  is  a 
maid  or  kevelin.  The  pipe  fish  is  known  at 
Southend  as  a snake.  The  bullhead,  about  which 
Mr.  Sachs  wrote  not  long  since  in  the  Gazette,  is 
a father  lasher,  sea  scorpion,  or  lucky  pro.ch. 
The  atherine  is  a sand- smelt  in  many  cases, 
though  as  a matter  of  fact  it  is  no  smelt  at  all. 
Truly,  the  names  of  sea  fish  are  as  complicate 
and  confusing  as  those  of  the  salmon  tribe- 

I think  August  holiday  makers  would  do  well 
to  go  in  for  a little  lobster  fishing.  All  lobsters 
are  very  expensive  ( and  indigestible),  and  fresh 
fobater  Jare  very  scarce.  A few  lobster  pot,  are 
not  a very  costly  addition  to  one  s outfit ; the  bait, 
pieces  of  fish  from  the  fishmongers  refuse  sink, 
costs  nothing;  and  the  only  subsequent  expense 
is  the  hire  of  a boat  each  time  one  examines  the 
pots.  This  should  be  done  morning  and  evening. 

I used  to  catch  a few  good  lobsters  onthe  buftulk 
coast.  The  lobster  industry  is  a considerable  item 

in  the  fishery  returns.  . , ■ 

Scandinavia  is,  if  anything,  ahead  of  us  in  this 
respect.  From  Norway  we  import  each  year 
considerably  over  half  a million  lobsters.  The 
chief  sites  of  the  Swedish  fishery  are  the  north 
and  middle  portions  of  the  Boluslau  Skargard  as 
far  as  Falkenberg.  The  cane  pots,  baited  with 
fresh  flounders,  are  lowered  m water  as  deep  as 
fifteen  fathoms,  and  hauled  each  morning.  A 
many  as  four  hundred  thousand  are  exported  to 
Germany  alone,  an  industry  which  arose  out  ot 
the  Berlin  exhibition  of  1873.  Lobster  laws  were 
enacted  in  Sweden  as  early  as  1686,  the  last  being 
dated,  if  I am  not  raistakon,  16o2.  CAr  n God. 
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Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  tho 
following  places,  to  tho  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(80  min.  for  Chelsea.  (T>5  min.  for  Kew. 

140  „ „ Putney.  Add  J 75  ” n Richmond. 

, Hammersmith.  “S  80  ,,  „ Twickenham. 

, Barnes.  (85  ,,  ,,  Toddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.  B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
•and  one  down*  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


r5 

(50 


Saturday,  July  14  

Morning. 

. 11.18  

Evening 
...  11.51 

Sunday,  ,,  15  

...  0.22 

Monday,  ,,  16  

. 0.49  

...  1.13 

Tuesday,  ,,  17  

. 1.36  

...  1.57 

Wednesday,  ,,  18  

. 2.17  

...  2.35 

Thursday,  „ 1!)  

9 52 

...  3.10 

Friday,  ,,  •>»  

. 3.27  

...  3.44 

Hioh  Water  at  Amberley 
Saturday,  July  14  

and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

. 11.58  

Evening. 
...  12.31 

Sunday,  „ 15  

. 0.40  

Monday,  ,,  Ifi  

. 1.29  

...  1.53 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— There  can  be  no 
•doubt  the  rainfall  of  Tuesday  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  river, 
as  it  had  got  so  low  and  bright  very  little  could  be  done  in  the 
way  of  angling,  and  from  several  districts  on  this  portion  there 
has  scarcely  been  anything  to  report.  The  water  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Shepperton  was  more  of  the  colour  of  sheepwash, 
and  the  fish  were  not  at  all  on  the  feed.  I heard  of  one  angler 
getting  about  half  a dozen  chub,  but  nothing  of  any  size.  The 
Tesults  from  the  tideway  are  still  of  a discouraging  character, 
but  from  my  experience  of  the  river  the  month  of  August  was 
generally  considered  the  best  for  roach  and  dace  fishing  at  Rich- 
mond and  Twickenham. — B. 

Thames.— CRertsey.  — John  Poulter  has  a result  of  six 
•dozen  roach  and  dace  and  a couple  of  bream,  and  Lotan  Hackett 
four  barbel,  five  bream,  and  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The 
water  is  described  as  having  been  very  low  and  bright  — B. 

Datchet. — River  in  very  fair  order ; not  much  fishing 

going  on  in  the  neighbourhood.  I have  been  engaged  twice  this 
week;  caught  three  barbel  and  a good  number  of  dace  one  day, 
two  barbel  and  four  chub  and  a few  dozen  dace  the  n^-xt.  I 
always  think  August  quite  early  enough  to  start  barbel  fishing.  I 
went  round  the  old  river  one  evening  last  week  fly  fishing  for 
■chub;  caught  two,  the  largest  2Jlb.  I feel  pretty  certain  a trout 
rose  at  it.  I thought  when  I was  there  I would  try  for  a trout  in 
the  orthodox  style;  caught  a nice  fish  41b. — G.  Lumsden. 

Kingston.— John  Johnson,  in  the  week,  has  taken  eight 

barbel,  three  jack,  four  bream,  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace; 
J.  Wilkes,  in  two  days,  nine  bream ; J.  Knight,  one  day  with  Mr. 
Saunders,  a jack  of  91b.  and  one  of  71b.,  and  a smaller  one,  which 
was  put  back  again;  another  day,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson, 
«ix  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  another  day,  four  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  five  bream,  and  several  eels;  and  another  day,  four'and 
a half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  and  Mr.  Gunn,  in  two  days,  six  bream  and  thirteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

Marlow. — The  best  item  of  news  this  week  is  the  capture 

of  a splendid  perch  of  21b.  lOoz.  to  the  credit  of  W.  Lloyd.  On 
Tuesday,  W.  Coates,  out  with  customer,  had  411b.  of  barbel  in  a 
few  hours.  There  has  been  some  heavy  and  continuous  rain,  and 
good  catches  should  result.  Certain  papers  have  published  lately 
absurd  reports  of  heavy  catches  here;  as  these  inflated  reports  are 
calculated  to  do  harm,  I should  like  to  say  that  in  the  event  of 
anything  good  being  done,  it  is  pretty  sure  to  appear  in  the 
Fishinj  Gazette  over  the  signature  of — C.  L.  Mathews. 

Reading. — A favourable  change  in  the  weather  has 

taken  place,  ana  in  the  more  secluded  spots  sport  may  be  had. 
Perch  aud  barbel  fishermen  are  particularly  active,  and  some  nice 
bags  of  either  sort  have  come  under  notice.  A very  large  barbel 
is  reported  to  have  been  captured  in  the  Kennet,  in  water  adjacent 
to  the  Abbej'  Mills.  Mr.  Snell,  a 7^1b.  barbel  from  the  Thames ; 
and  Messrs.  Kirby  and  Jackson  fine  bags  of  perch,  averaging  jflb. 
per  fish.  Several  parties  of  strangers  have  relieved  the  Thames 
•in  the  Reading  district  of  many  coarse  fish  A grand  specimen  of 
trout  was  killed  within  a few  yards  of  Caversham  Bridge  this 
week,  and  although  its  exact  weight  did  not  come  under  my 
•observation,  it  is  said  to  scale  between  101b.  and  121b.  The  river 
barks  are  daily  swarmed  by  anglers. — E.  H. 

- — (Richmond). — The  only  report  from  this  district  is  that 
Job  Brain  and  Henry  Mansell  have  been  getting  a few  barbel. — B. 

(Shepperton).— George  Rosewell,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Harrison,  who  got  a nice  trout  of  5§lb. ; and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  R.  Searle,  who  secured  eighteen  bream  and  two  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day  with  Mr.  Morris, 

thirteen  barbel  and  a nice  trout  of  4£lb. ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Back,  four  barbel  and  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  and 
•another  day,  with  Mr.  Wood,  nine  barbel  and  a trout  of  2$lb.,  the 
latter  being  returned  to  the  river  again. — B. 

Sunhury.— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  the  week, 

thirty-three  barbel,  twenty-six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a 
few  perch  and  gudgeon.  Edward  Clark,  in  two  days,  fourteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  A gentleman,  in  one  day,  caught 
three  chub,  weighing  121b. 

Twickenham. — John  Spong,  in  three  days,  with  Mr. 

Gomm  and  his  brother,  forty-four  barbel,  which  were  all  returned 
to  the  river  again.  Samuel  Cole  has  a total  of  thirteen  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  four  barbel.  H.  Spiers,  in  two  days,  six 
•dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  seven  barbel.  The  bank  anglers 
have  been  getting  a few  roach,  dace,  barbel,  and  bream. — B. 

Windsor  District.— A good  soaking  rain  fell  here  on 

the  10th  inst.,  and  as  a consequence  the  river  is  full  and  fresh. 
Dace  have  fed  best  at  greaves,  and  good  ones  have  been  caught, 
one  basket  consisting  of  six  dozen  and  nine.  Roach  are  shy,  but 
Mr.  Harrison,  of  Eton,  has  had  some  nice  ones,  largest  15oz. 
A few  barbel  have  been  taken,  but  are  not  feeding  well.  Mr. 
Roberts,  jun.,  of  Park-street,  Windsor,  has  had  the  best  basket  I 
know  of,  seven  fish;  but  R.  Gray,  of  Windsor,  had  the  largest, 
.a  nice  fish  of  5 Jib.,  caught  whilst  dace  fishing.  In  the  navigable 
parts  of  the  river,  ledgering  for  barbel  is  now  almost  impossible, 
owing  to  the  excessive  traffic.  On  a recent  Sunday  there  went 
throngh  one  lock,  ninety-seven  launches  and  over  10  0 small 
•craft.  As  for  the  pollution  of  our  once  lovley  river,  that  goes  on 
apace,  and  though,  at  Henley,  recently  dozens  of  convictions  could 
have  been  got,  one  never  hears  of  a prosecution.  A few  chub  have 
been  taken,  largest  31b.,  also  a trout,  of  41b.,  by  Lumsden,  of 


Datcbofc.  Tho  largo  roach  I roported  in  my  last,  Cooper  sends 
mo  a card  about,  ho  says ; l<  Little  ova  in  roach,  and  that  very 
dropsical,  but  a healthier  exterior  I have  never  seen."  A good 
chub  water  on  now,  If  right  Hies  used. — B.  R.  Bamhrtdge. 

Ancholme  District. — About  six  fine  trout  have  recently 
been  caught  in  the  main  river,  and  prospects  are  rather  more 
favourable  since  tho  recent  shower  or  two.  Mr.  J.  Rothery,  of 
Sheffield,  had  a basket  of  fifty-four  roach  and  perch,  and  Mr.  T. 
Hunsloy  8lb.  of  fish  on  the  same  day.  But  little  is  doing  on  the 
trout  becks,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  water.  Some  very  fair 
takes  of  decent  perch  and  fine  eels  have  been  made  at  Croxby 
Lake,  and  some  king  carp  turned  out  in  local  waters  have  done 
very  well,  the  biggest  reaching  5 Jib.  in  three  years. — Thomas 
Ford. 

Arun  (Amberley). — We  are  having  some  showers,  but  it 
does  not  interfere  with  the  water.  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  London, 
201b.  basket  of  roach  and  bream;  and  Mr.  Turner,  on  Monoay, 
bagged  121b.  of  bream  and  roach  in  a very  short  time.  It  is  hoped 
the  weather  will  be  fine  on  July  15  for  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition. 
— W.  A.  Rogers. 

Arun  (HougTiton  Bridge,  Amberley).— Mr.  McDonald, 
fishing  on  Monday  last,  caught  about  161b.  of  bream  and  roa-ffi. 
Also  Mr.  Fletcher  had  some  very  fine  roach.  We  have  had  some 
nice  rain,  which  will  improve  the  water  for  Mr.  Eldridge’s  angling 
match  on  July  15. — W.  Duke. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse). — The  river  is  rather  low,  but  the 
recent  rains  have  greatly  improved  the  prospects  of  sport. 
Several  good  swims  have  been  cleared,  and  by  the  time  this  is 
in  print,  those  who  know  the  water  should  account  for  some 
decent  fish.  Mr.  Anderton,  of  Newmarket,  recently  captured 
some  fine  dace,  roach,  and  perch.— J.  Rolph. 

Cornish  Streams.— Capital  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
Fowey  during  the  past  week,  and  the  water  has  been  in  perfect 
condition.  Dr  Elliott,  of  Bodmin,  had  eleven  peal  in  one  day, 
and  another  gentleman  is  reported  to  have  had  twelve.  As  these 
fish  should  run  up  to  21b.  on  the  average,  the  takes  may  be  con- 
sidered good.  Other  rods  accounted  for  six,  five,  four,  four,  three, 
and  so  on  in  single  day’s  sport.  One  salmon  of  61b.  was  caught, 
and  others  were  run.  The  trout  streams  are  in  capital  order,  and 
well  stocked.  The  visitor  who  puts  up  at  St.  Breward  may  be 
certain  of  tight  lines. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corven).  — Good  sport  is  to  be  had  with  trout  and 
grayling  for  those  who  can  use  the  worm  up  stream.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  Walthew  had  ten  fish  ; Mr.  Rotherham,  eight 
fish ; D.  Roberts,  4£lb.  On  Monday  D.  Roberts  had  a very  nice 
basket  of  eight  fish,  61b.  (one  grayling  ljlb.);  Mr.  Walthew  and 
T.  W.  Owen  Jones,  and  others  having  fair  sport.  The  trout  rise 
about  half  an  hour  late  in  the  evening.  The  river  is  very 
low.— Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton). — A good  many  anglers  have  been  at 
work  during  the  past  week,  more  especially  down  by  Kirkham 
Abbey,  where  good  all  round  sport  has  been  had.  Trout  and 
grayling  have  been  taken  up  to  ljlb.  each,  and  a number  of  jack 
up  to  71b. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  is  now  all  that  the  most 
exacting  of  anglers  could  wish  for  in  July,  f.e.,  showery  and  dull. 
On  several  of  the  best  lengths  on  the  Dove  there  is  not  a rod, 
this  is  owing  doubtless  to  the  unfavourable  weather  prevailing  up 
to  the  beginning  of  the  present  week. — D.  and  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— Sewin  and 
a few  salmon  continue  to  be  taken  by  the  netsmen  below  the  weirs, 
where  the  nets  are  drawn  twice  in  twenty-four  hours  after  full 
tide.  No  sport  with  trout  during  the  past  week. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  been  much  disturbed  for 
several  days  by  thunder  rains,  and  angling  has  been  poor.  Mr. 
Coulthard  landed  a nice  grilse,  of  61b.,  below  Carlisle  last  Thurs- 
day. The  summer  migration  of  salmon  are  not  showing  well  yet. 
The  water  bailiffs  locked  up  a notorious  poacher  early  on 
Tuesday  morning,  and  confiscated  two  good  shackle  nets. — 
Silver-Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Some  fair  sport  has  been  obtained,  Mr. 
Marks,  Grosmont,  killing  five  and  a half  brace  of  very  fine  brown 
trout.  Mr.  H.  A H.  Rastall,  Mrs.  Keighley,  Mr.  W.  H.  Rhodes, 
Mr.  W.  R.  Linton,  and  others  had  fair  catches.  Dr.  English 
landed  a good  sample,  one  trout  weighing  l^lb.  All  were  caught 
with  the  fly.  Mr.  Robert  Hay,  High  Hollins,  Grosmont,  caught  a 
bull  trout  of  7flb.  and  a couple  of  grilse  of  21b.  and  31b.  respec- 
tively.— J.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  has  been  rather 
unfavourable  for  sport  during  the  past  week,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  brace  of  trout  from  the  Brampford  and  Thorvor- 
ton  waters,  and  a carp  of  41b.  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  William  Graf,  I 
have  heard  of  nothing  being  done. — Red  Palmer. 

Pea  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  more  unsettled 
weather  has  improved  the  fishing  in  the  district,  and  the  fish  are 
getting  more  fit.  The  roach  are  shy  and  require  fine  tackle,  and 
the  water  is  so  clear  that  little  sport  is  yet  made  with  them.  Most 
success  is  got  from  baited  swims.  A good  number  of  visitors 
from  Yorkshire  are  expected  this  week-end  and  Monday,  the  first 
trips  being  arranged. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Anglers  on  the  Idle  are  having  some 
very  fair  sport  now,  the  chief  attraction  being  dace.  Some  very 
nice  trout  have  been  met  with  below  Retford,  showing  that  a 
good  many  must  have  come  down  from  the  upper  district. 
Koach  are  still  shy,  but  bite  better.  On  the  upper  waters  a few 
grayling  have  been  caught. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  frequent  showers  we  have  had  lately 
have,  so  far,  only  had  a beneficial  effect  in  freshening  up  the  state 
of  the  water,  but  the  weather  is  still  very  unsettled.  There  weie  a 
lot  of  fishermen  out  on  the  8th,  including  the  unfortunate  com- 
petitors in  the  A.  B.  F.  contest,  the  result  of  which  is  not  worth 
recording.  I heard  of  some  good  roach  having  been  taken  at 
Ware,  not  many,  but  some  really  good  fish.  Perch  were  on  the 
feed.  I saw  a good  one  of  about  l^lb.,  and  heard  of  others  nearly 
as  largo,  besides  a lot  of  smaller  ones.  A few  were  taken  from 
the  Ferry  Boat  waters  at  Tottenham  yesterday  (Wednesday),  one 
of  which  was  captured  with  paste.  The  weed  cutters  are  at  work 
in  the  Waltham  Abbey  district;  this  will  improve  the  fishing.  I 
am  glad  to  notice  that  inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  what  tho 
Lea  Preservation  Society  aredoing  with  the  substantial  sum  voted 
to  them  last  year. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these  streams 
have  been  improved  by  the  rain,  and  they  are  now  running  clear 
and  a nice  level.  The  weather  is  fine,  and  the  fish  are  sporting 
well,  especially  in  the  evening.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  just 
begun,  and  good  sport  may  be  expected. — Gwynne. 

Lug-g*,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (King*sland).— Rivers  are  in 
good  order,  and  maintain  a full  normal  volume  of  water.  Trout 
are  feeding  fairly  well  morning  and  evening.  Best  flies  : Sky  Blue, 
Female  Yellow  Dun,  Soldier  Palmer,  Spinners.  Owls,  and  July 
Gnat.  With  coming  week  we  open  the  grayling  season,  the 
prospects  for  which  arc  good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Water  coloured,  but  beginning  to 
run  down  ; will  be  right  by  Saturday  for  general  fishing.  Some 
good  takes  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  recorded,  and  when  the 
water  fines  down  will  be  a good  chance  for  thelatter.  Some  good 
fishing  among  the  eels,  and  will  be  for  some  days. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  rather  clear,  and  sport  not 
of  a very  high  order;  still,  there  has  been  an  improvement  during 
the  week,  except  with  regard  to  the  bream ; these  fish  are 
unusually  quiet  for  July.  Roach  are  still  on  at  creed  wheat. 
Perch  have  been  in  a better  feeding  humour,  as  have  also  rudd.  I 
I have  had  a few  nice  ones,  three  largest  scaling  61b.  Chub  arc  not 


rising  at  the  fly,  but  are  taking  paste  moderately.  On  the  whole, 
I consider  prospects  better  than  last  week,  and  think  the  river  now 
worth  a visit. — B. 

Ouse  ( Huntingdon) . — Roach  have  been  feeding  at  tho 
beginning  of  tho  week,  hut  nothing  has  been  done  since.  Bream 
are  dead  off  the  feed.  Nothing  has  been  done  with  them,  although 
great  numbers  are  seen  priming  in  the  evening  in  many  parts,  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  feed  shortly.  Angling  is  not  good  up  to 
the  present. — H Rout. 

Ouse  (Norfolk). — Fair  sport  has  been  had  with  bream,  and 
from  the  tidal  water  against  the  Sluice.  On  Monday  evening  a 
fine  chub  of  51b.  was  taken  by  the  rod  of  a London  visitor.  The 
recent  heavy  rains  will  wash  out  a quantity  of  the  weeds  from  tho 
upper  reaches  of  the  river. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  a grand  colour,  and  the  bream  and 
roach  feeding  well.  Yesterday,  out  with  Mr.  Cranston,  we  took 
between  us  fewt.  of  bream  and  roach,  largest  31b.  and  fib.  respec- 
tively, and  every  one  out  returned  with  good  hags. — A.  SCARD. 

Plymouth. — The  water  is  getting  low  in  some  of  the  rivers, 
but  still  there  are  plenty  of  peel.  I counted  in  one  small  pool  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  about  200,  all  together  like  a flock  ot  sheep, 
varying  in  size  from  31b.  to  71b.  or  81b.  A lot  have  been  taken 
on  the  Tavy,  Teign,  and  Dart,  and  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
above  the  average  weight. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech). — 
All  these  rivers  are  now  in  splendid  coudition  for  angling,  and 
some  very  fine  specimens  of  trout  have  been  taken,  but  most  of 
our  amateur  fishermen  complain  of  lack  of  sport,  which  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  when  we  see  them  most  industriously  engaged  in 
flogging  the  water  in  the  morning  as  soon  as  the  fish  cease  to 
rise,  and  continue  to  do  so  until  they  get  out  of  patience  and 
leave  off  an  hour  or  so  before  the  fish  begin  to  rise  again. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Suffolk  and  Essex).— On  Saturday  last,  a gentle- 
man fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dedham,  secured  a fine  catch 
of  dace,  thirty-two  weighing  101b.  6oz.,  all  caught  with  the  Red 
Palmer  artificial  ft y after  3 p.m.  Several  fish  weighed  8oz.,  and 
the  heaviest  over9oz. — Molar. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal.— On  Tuesday  in 
the  Chichester  district  rain  fell  heavily,  and  the  rivers  are  now  in 
excellent  order.  The  Arun  from  all  parts  is  prolific  from  the 
Black  Rabbit  to  Billingshurst.  The  heaviest  roach  notified  in  this 
week  was  taken  from  near  Stoke,  and  weighed  21b.  6joz.,  a few 
bream  have  reached  3 Jib.,  and  when  tides  have  been  favourable 
sport  iu  the  mornings  and  evenings  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
The  Rother  is  now  in  good  order  in  the  Selham  district,  and  roach 
have  given  sport  with  an  occasional  trout.  A fish  of  21b.  was 
recently  taken  with  gentles.  Small  pike  are  numerous,  espe- 
cially in  the  lower  water.  A few  dace  and  roach  are  reported 
from  the  Adur.  but  the  fish  are  to  be  found  higher  up  the  river 
than  in  the  winter  months.  Good  sport  has  been  found  at 
Chichester  Canal  among  the  bream  and  roach,  and  several  good 
tench  have  succumbed  to  gentles. — George  F.  Salter. 

Terne  (Ludlow). — Trout  have  now  got  over  their  feed  of 
May-fly,  and  they  are  rising  well  at  Pale  Blue,  Coachman, 
Governor,  Spinners,  Yrellow  Dun,  Blue  Duu,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and 
Black  Gnat.  On  Wednesday  a good  dish  of  trout  were  taken, 
one  scaled  l|lb.,  and  two  more  lib  each.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order.  Sport  in  the 
Corve  and  Ony  good  with  wasp  grub. — £.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  rain  has  done  a lot  of 
good.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  begun,  and  sport  should  be  good 
with  it  in  a few  days.  Minnow  fishing  is  improving. 
Worcester 

Trent  (Newark).— Anglers  are  not  meeting  with  much 
success  in  the  Newark  district,  big  bags  being  rare,  though  a few 
good  specimen  fish  have  been  taken  by  members  of  the  Piscatorial 
Association  from  the  Muskham  water,  Messrs.  Dunlop  and  T. 
Lees  securing  roach  and  bream.  Flounder  fishing  at  Averham 
Weir  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  W.  M.  Ball  hooked  a salmon  which, 
after  a run  of  sixty  yards,  broke  away.  Treat  in  good  order  for 
worm-fishing,  and  with  the  lower  siate  of  the  temperature,  sport 
should  be  more  satisfactory. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  river  is  now  exceedingly  low  and  con- 
tinues to  fall,  and  angling  for  salmon  and  trout  is  practically 
abandoned.  The  only  salmon  taken  the  past  week  was  one  by 
General  Mignon  in  the  Brow  Catch  on  Tuesday.  The  water  bailiffs 
have  netted  the  river  on  several  occasions,  and  on  Tuesday  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  fifty  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  lower  reaches. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— River  very  low.  Trout  rise  fairly 
well  to  the  fly  in  the  eveuings,  8 p.m.  to  10  p.m. — Pont  Senny. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— I am  pleased  to  record  a good 
take  of  fish  by  the  following  gentlemen  : Messrs.  White,  ten  jack, 
451b.  ; Woodland,  two  jack,  81b. ; Cameron,  four  jack,  15Jlb.  ; 
Antony,  one  jack,  31b. ; Tayne,  one  jack,  4Jlb. ; Shultz,  seu.,  two 
jack,  8jlb.,  one  perch,  lib.  ; Shultz,  jun.,  one  jack,  4ib.;  Saterly, 
one  jack,  3Jlb.,  51b.  roach;  Frost,  two  jack,  71b.;  Harris,  one 
jack,  41b  , 41b.  roach;  Young,  one  jack,  31b.;  Slater,  one  jack, 
3 Jib.  ; Mitchel,  eight  jack,  311b.;  Lord,  81b.  roach;  Gordon,  8lb. 
roach;  Kebbel,  71b.  roach;  Fokes,  71b.  roach. — J.  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  more  showery  time 
has  improved  the  fishing,  but  there  has  not  been  enough  to  raise 
the  water  sufficiently.  It  had  got  very  low  below  Bardney. 
There  is  plenty  in  tho  Fossdyke  and  the  drains,  and  the  Upper 
Witham  is  preity  well,  but  the  latter  is  just  now  inconvenient  to 
fish  because  of  weeds  — Lucr. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Fowey  (CornwaH).— Excellent  sport  has  been  had  during 
the  past  weeK,  and  continues.  Mackerel  are  very  abundant,  and 
T)oat  anglers  are  catching  any  amount.  Pollack  and  bream  are 
also  plentiful,  the  former  being  taken  up  to  141b.  Ihere  are 
plenty  of  silver  whiting  in  the  bay. — H. 

1,000. — in  answer  to  your  correspondent.  “Lac,"  the  fishing  at 
Looe  is  very  good,  but  like  all  other  places  is  variable ; the 
principal  fish  caught  are  pollack,  cod,  whiting,  conger,  and  an 
occasional  bass.  Lodgings  or  apartments  are  moderate,  and  you 
can  get  a man  and  boat  for  about  30s.  a week ; they  are  good, 
steady,  sober  boatmen,  and  always  do  their  best  to  please  and 
show  good  sport.  There  are  several  of  them  there,  but  Tom 
Pengelly,  Ben  Pengelly  (his  son),  or  Charles  Toms,  I know  are 
good  men.  I should  advise  k‘  Lac  ” to  take  his  traces,  baits,  and 
lines  with  him,  as  you  cannot  fish  too  fine.  The  pollack  run  up  to 
10lb.  or  141b.  weight,  and  take  the  red  suinning  sand  eel.  I 
should  he  pleased  to  give  “ Lac  " any  other  information  if  he  will 
write  me.— W.  Hearder,  Plymouth. 

Plymouth.— All  kinds  of  fishing  are  in  full  swing,  and  the 
weather  is  very  suitable.  Mackerel  are  being  caught  by  the 
whilllng  boats  to  the  tune  of  thirty  or  forty  dozen  apiece.  W 
may  now  soon  expect  them  in  the  harbour ; in  fact,  some  few 
schools  have  been  seen  inside  the  breakwater.  Bass  have  been 
seen  in  the  early  morning  close  to  the  rocks  underneath  the  Hoe. 
1 had  a try  for  them  on  Thursday  night,  but  only  hooked  a conger 
about  3ft.  long.  A lot  of  steamers,  1 believe,  were  frightening  the 
bass  away. — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee.— Sport  has  been  good  on  favourable  days.  On 
one  day  a party  of  lour  anglers  got  140  whiting,  206  gurnard,  and 
twenty-five  bream.  Pollack  are  numerous  around  the  rocky 
shores.  , , 

Scarborough.— Both  pier  and  boat  anglers  have  had  excel- 
lent sport  during  the  past  week,  and  there  is  a marked  improve- 
ment in  the  fishing.  Dabs,  whiting,  and  plaice  are  plentiful. 
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Numboro  of  salmon  and  «oa  trout  have  boon  noon  lately  In  the 
North  Huy,  iih  uIho  oil  Flloy  Briffg.—  H. 

Southflea  and  District.  — With  the  aping  iUIoh  running, 
the  pollack  Hulling  haH  been  good,  Mr.  Smith  and  frIendH  taking 
olovon  dozen  at  tho  Norman  Fort,  a dozen  of  them  going  'Jib  «-aoh. 
only  ono  buHM , going  Ijjlb.,  raff- worm  for  bait.  The  other  boatH 
have  boon  getting  H>ur  end  live,  dozen  each  per  tide.  Font  arc 
holng  taken  in  ffroat  numborH.  Tho  llehlng  at  Hyde  Pier  bun  been 
first  nii* , mii*i  will  improve  as  the  season  advances.  From  the 
East  Southsea  Pier  home  ffood  llsh  have  been  taken.  From  tho 
whore  a huHH  or  two,  with  some  ffood  eels.  J.  Dkan. 

Watervill©  (co.  Kerry).  Pollaeking  ban  afforded  much 
Bport.  One  angler  on  Monday  took  thirty. live,  while  other  anglers 
had  from  twenty  to  thirty  T.  J.  D. 

Whitby  The  shoals  of  llsh  on  this  part  <>f  tho  north-eaHt 
coast,  continue  in  abundance,  and  each  day  witness©**  llrst-elass 
sport.  Whiting,  billets,  dabs,  and  lemon  soles  never  were 
more  plentiful. — J.  J.  JACKSON. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  Lochs. — On  Bourlan,  Urlgtll,  Vnyatic,  and 
('mini  very  icooil  liaaketB  have  been  tho  rule  since  lust  roportea. 
The  anglers  out  were  : Bev.  Mr.  Chapman,  1’rofeBBOr  narrower 
null  Mrs.  narrower,  Mr.  Morion,  Mr.  haw,  Mr.  Grierson,  and  Mr. 
Laing.  Tho  total  basket  for  last  week  was  104  dozen  trout 
aggregating  fully  8cwt.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  Wilson  made  a 
basket  of  loll).  ; Mr.  I .aing,  sixteen  trout,  S jib. ; Mr.  Low,  twenty, 
dill.  ; Messrs.  Hoith  and  Miller,  live  dozen,  2Ulb.— B. 

Awe.— From  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  4,  Dr.  Lowers  hail  a 
grilse,  tilh.  On  the  (ith,  Mr.  Monument,  grilse,  djlb.  ; llev.  Mr. 
Upseher,  grilse,  itlb. ; Mr.  Beale,  grilse,  71b.;  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
grilse,  7 51b.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Beale  had  a grilse,  71h  ; and  Mr. 
Monement,  one,  .71, lb.  On  the  9tli,  Mr.  Moncment  had  one,  61b. 
Sea  treul  are  taking  well;  the  river  is  in  good  condition.— D. 
Macdonald. 

Border  Esk. — A thunderstorm  of  unusual  severity  swept 
ovor  the  Eskdalo  and  Liddesdale  districts  on  Friday  evening, 
causing  both  Esk  and  Liddle  to  rise  several  feet  within  the  space 
of  half  an  hour.  The  lightning  was  vivid,  and  the  thunder 
phenomenally  loud.  Tho  rivers  are  now  in  full  volume.  Little 
fishing  was  done  on  Saturday,  but  on  Monday  morning  a good 
many  anglers  were  early  at  work.  No  heavy  baskets  were  made 
in  the  Langholm  water.  Several  good  creels  of  sea  trout,  and 
yellow  trout  have  been  socured  in  the  Canonbie  division,  whilst, 
the  Longt.own  and  Metal  Bridge  portions  are  yielding  fairly  good 
sport.  Everyone  interested  in  angling  is  prophesying  an  abun- 
dant crop  of  whiting,  and  fishers  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to 
the  appearance  of  these  attractive  little  fish.  Some  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  are  being  had  in  the  lower  reaches  or  the  Liddle, 
which  is  now  in  capital  angling  condition  The  recent  floods 
have  cleared  out  the  bed  of  the  Esk;  therefore,  given  favourable 
weather,  the.  angling  in  both  Esk  and  Liddle  promises  to  be  good 
up  to  the  close  of  the  season,  as  the  rivers  are  full  of  fish,  and 
with  the  advent,  of  the  herling  within  hail,  sport  will  no  . doubt 
be  exceptionally  good.  The  Ewes,  Wauchope,  Tarras,  and 
Hermitage  were  in  flood  on  Saturday,  but  are  now  rapidly  sub 
siding.  Yellow  trout  are  plentiful  in  all  the  tributaries.— G. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Sport  has  been  somewhat 
meagre  during  the  past  week,  but  more  for  the  lack  of  anglers 
than  otherwise.  The  river  is  getting  into  capital  summer  fettle, 
but  just,  a bit  slimy  on  account  of  algte  accumulations.  A fine 
head  of  grilse  are  well  distributed  over  the  upper,  lower,  and 
middle  waters,  and  a good  few  have  been  got  varying  from  21b.  to 
4>lb.  On  the  Invercauld  Ballater  waters,  Mr.  J.  McGregor  and 
other  anglers  had  several  of  these  last  week.  On  the  Glen-Tana 
salmon  have  been  killed  every  day,  while  the  grilse  have  not  been 
so  numerous  for  a number  of  years.  On  the  Dess  water,  John 
Harper  landed  a nice  salmon  of  9-)lb.  On  Ballogie,  Cbas. 
Morrison  had  a grilse  of  4Jlb. ; and  Mr.  Watson’s  keeper,  several, 
from  21b.  to  41b.  on  Woodend;  while  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley, 
Cairnton,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay,  Blackhall  Castle,  and  others  have  had 
several  grilse,  sealing  from  21b.  to  41b.  Trouting  on  the  Dee  and 
tributaries  just  now  is  at  its  best.  On  the  Don  a splendid  trout 
season  has  been  enjoyed  and  is  now  at  its  height.  Fish  are  some- 
what off  the  fly,  but,  with  the  minnow  in  the  streams,  some 
excellent  Bport  has  been  had  on  the  Kintore  waters  and  the  upper 
reaches  above  Alford.  Mr.  John  Fjffe,  on  the  latter  water, 
creeled,  in  addition  to  a good  basket  otherwise,  one  trout  of 
441b.,  and  one  of  31b. — Deesider. 

Dochart  (Perthshire).— On  Monday,  Mr.  A.  H.  Colles,  out 
from  Luib  Hotel  on  the  river,  had  twenty-two  trout;  Tuesday,  on 
Loch  Nubhair,  twenty-nine,  weight  61b. ; Mr.  A.  M.  Small  and 
Mr.  D.  Fraser,  twenty-one,  weight  61b.  The  river  is  now  in 
splendid  ply.— Donald  McNaughton. 

Durness  Kyle  (Sutherlandshire).— Weather  beautiful 
and  fish  plentiful ; few  anglers,  but  good  sport.  Mr.  Chatterton, 
on  Tuesday,  two  grilse  and  three  sea  trout;  Wednesday,  fourteen 
sea  trout,  281b.,  and  a salmon,  6Jlb.— all  caught  with  Zulu  and 
Scarlet  and  Teal  flies.  Mr.  Trickett,  Tuesday,  twelve  sea  trout, 
2141b. ; Wednesday,  on  sea  pools,  four  sea  trout,  largest  3 j lb.— J.  S. 

inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— From  July  2 to 
July  ‘J  the  following  successful  anglers,  fishing  the  various  lochs, 
captured  436  trout  and  grilse  (the  aggregate  weight  being  1721b.); 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  Messrs.  Young,  Wilson,  Wallace,  Wriegby, 
and  Ross. — W.  Wallace. 

Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  (Glenshee).— Fishing  from  the 
Invercauld  Arms  Hotel, Glenshee, Messrs.  Pymont  and  Taylor  had 
during  the  past  week  seventy-three  trout,  371b.,  they  had  some 
beauties  of  over  21b.;  Mr.  Dalrymple,  thirty-seven  trout,  151b, ; Mr 
Butler,  forty-flve  trout,  181b. ; Mr.  Morrison,  twenty-seven  trout, 
161b.  The  much-needed  rain  is  now  falling,  and  the  flshiDg  for 
the  next  few  days  will  be  much  improved. — John  Bornett. 

Isla.— The  streams  are  in  good  fettle,  and  fish  well  on  the  feed. 
On  Auchinchiipel  loch,  Lady  Kinloch,  Capt.  Lumsden,  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Smyth-Kinloch  have  done  well.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  McDonald, 
Alloa,  had  191b.  of  fine  trout.  On  Drumore  Loch,  in  one  day, 
Messrs.  A.  Smart  and  Saddler  had  seventy-two  trout,  some  being 
np  to  21b.  and  over. — Iasgair. 

Locli  Awe.— From  Port  Sonachan  Hotel  on  Monday,  July  2, 
Mr.  Balderston,  Paisley,  killed  a grilse  weighing  81b.  On  Wednes- 
day, 4th,  Mr.  Ead'e,  Paisley,  killed  a grilse  weighing  841b.  and  a 
Salnioferox.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Stanley  Mappin,  London,  a grilse 
weighing  8^11).  On  July  9,  Mr.  Walter  Mappin  killed  a griise 
weighing  81b.,  and  Mr.  Stanley  Mappin  a grilse  weighing  61b.  and 
a trout  weighing  611b. — T.  Cameron. 

Luchboisdale  (South  Uist).— During  the  past  five  days 
some  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  by  the  following  visitors 
out  from  Loehbuisdale  Hotel:  Major  Dixon,  Dr.  Hobson,  Dr. 
Leitch,  Mr.  Marriott,  and  Mr.  Sword,  who  have  taken  263  trout, 
of  an  aggregate  weight  of  1351b.  All  the  lochs  connected  with  this 
hotel  are  in  splendid  angling  ply  now  after  the  late  heavy  rain. — 
8.  McK.  T 

Loch  Ericht  (Dalwhinnie,  N.B.).— Visitors  from  Loch 
Ericht  Hotel  had  excellent  sport  on  loch  and  river.  In  eleven 
■lays  the  Messrs.  Morrison,  Baker,  Sherlock,  Dewar,  Deas,  Smith, 
Jamieson,  Lloyd,  Scott,  Drs.  Robertson,  Shyne,  and  Capt. 
Babington  had  958  trout  and  ten  Salmo  ferox.—  J.  McDonald. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  past  week  has  beon  tho 
quietest  here  this  season.  Few  boats  have  been  out,  and  sport 
has  been  exceedingly  poor, — EOBT.  Laing. 

Louh  Rannoch.— From  Bunrannoch  Hotel,  between  July  4 
and  10,  excellent  sport  has  beon  obtained  by  Messrs.  AtchiBon, 


Dougins,  Mucgrcgor,  Bowh,  and  Dr.  (lowing.  In  all  179  fish  wore 
t iikcn,  among  them  some  fine  specimens,  particularly  one  beauty 
of  I.jlb.  landed  by  In.  Gnwlng. 

Loch  Bannoch  (Dunalastair  Hotel,  Kinloch  R«n- 

noch).— Visitors  from  tins  hotel  who  have  fished  thcloeh  between 
the  6th  mill  the  loth  have  every  reason  to  he  sallstleil  with  the  good 
spurt  obtained.  228  trout  fell  to  the  following  successful  rods, 
viz  , Messrs.  Iltgson,  Dixon,  Blackley,  Morrison,  (low,  and  Dr. 
Bennett. — Cl.  Gow. 

Loch  Tay  iKenmore,  N.B.).- July  3 to  7,  Mumhi-h.  Field. 
Charlton,  and  Cuthhert  Npencer  met  «ith  excellent  sport  anil 
secured  several  nice  baskets,  Mr.  Field  Including  In  his  take  one 
nice  trout  of  21b. 

Melvich.  Good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  on  Loch 
Caorach.  Aeron,  Baligll,  anti  Caol-Loob.  On  two  days  In  succes- 
sion Archdeacon  Prescott,  Carlisle,  made  baskets  of  forty  trout, 
weighing  2lilt>.  anti  20jlb.  respectively.  Mr.  A.  Morrison  got  a 
71h.  salmon  on  Halladale  river., — B. 

Naval'.— On  the  3rd.  Major  Purnell,  Dalvina,  two  salmon,  and 
Mr.  Oats,  three.  On  4th,  Major  Purnell,  four  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Oats,  one.  On  5lh.  Major  Purnell,  four;  Mr  Oats,  one:  and  Mr. 
P.  II.  Wormald,  Kkolpiek  Lodge,  one.  On  Cth,  Mr.  Wormald, 
one.  On  Monday  plenty  of  fish  running  up  and  prospects  good. 
— B. 

Orchy  (Dalmally  Hotel  Water).  — On  Monday  three 
salmon,  lolb.,  I lib  , and  181b.,  were  got,  and  very  heavy  fish  lost. 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Simc,  Edinburgh,  landed  two,  91b.  and  181b. 
Elver  in  excellent  ply. — Loch  awe. 

Orchy.— Mr.  Macdonald,  London,  fishing  from  Inveroran 
Hotel,  on  July  9,  had  one  beautiful  salmon,  231b.  On  the  10th, 
Baillie  Crawford,  Glasgow,  had  one  salmon,  51b. ; same  day,  Mr. 
Leigh,  London,  had  one  salmon,  9jlb.  Rivers  and  lochs  in  good 
fishing  ply;  good  prospects  of  sport, — -Duncan  A.  Forbes. 

Overscaig. — Lochs  Shin,  Merkland,  and  other  waters  still 
yielding  good  baskets.  The  best  day’s  basket  to  one  rod  was  on 
Fiag  Beat,  Loch  Shin,  on  Wednesday,  when  Mr.  A.  Paradox, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  landed  sixty-seven  trout,  371b.  That  angler’s 
total  for  the  week  was  254  trout,  10231b.— B. 

Rhiconich.— Mr.  H.  F.  Kerr,  Duncraig;  Mr.  J.  W.  Smith  ; 
Mr.  J.  Cox-Cox,  Dundee : and  Messrs.  Bateson,  Liverpool,  have 
had  nice  trout  angling  on  Lochs  Ula,  Ganivich,  and  Achlynan. 
Nice  seif  trout,  generally  averaging  about  21b.,  have  been  got  on 
Loch  Inchard  and  Loch  Garbetbcg. — B. 

St.  Mary’s  Loch  (Yarrow).— Anglers  from  Eodono  Hotel 
arc  having  sport.  Mr,  Lee,  on  the  7th,  had  eleven  sea  trout,  3|lb. : 
and  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Robert,  Edinburgh,  had  41b.  and 
alb.  of  nice  trout.  The  waters  are  in  good  order. — E.  M.  Chis- 
holm. 

Shin  (Inveran). — Last  week  the  riter  was  blank,  with  the 
exception  of  a 51b.  grilse  caught  by  Col.  Gaskell  lrom  the  hotel. 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  this  week  a good  deal  of  rain  fell,  so 
that  a renewal  of  sport  may  now  be  looked  for. — B. 

Sligachan  (Skye). — Some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  got 
last  week  on  the  hotel  waters,  but  river  too  low  for  big  sport. — 

J.  S. 

South  of  Scotland.— Some  splendid  sport  is  now  being  had 
on  the  South  ot'  Scotland  rivers  this  week.  On  Monday  after- 
noon rain  fell.  With  the  waters  in  good  order  on  Monday, 
following  on  a small  black  water  trout  rose  better  to  the  fly  in 
the  morning.  Thunder  followed,  and  trout  did  not  again  rise 
until  Tuesday  morning.  In  the  Annan  some  capital  sport  has 
been  obtained  with  the  brandling  worm  behind  the  weir  at  Annan 
Bridge  In  the  Castleinilk  water  some  fine  sea  trout  have  fallen 
to  the  rods  chiefly  by  fishing  with  fly  after  dusk.  Similar  sport 
is  reported  from  the  other  stretches  of  the  river.  Herling  are 
now  up  in  numbers,  but  they  have  not  been  rising  well  to  the 
fly.  In  the  Auldgirth  water  fairly  good  angling  has  been  obtained. 
In  Friar’s  Carse  portion  one  angler  had  a brace  of  sea  trout. 
Lower  down  stream  a few  herling  have  been  caught,  but  the  sport 
lias  not  been  nearly  so  good  as  that  on  the  Annan.  The  Gallo- 
ivjiy  Rivers. — Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  Dee,  but  with 
the  recent  low  river,  the  draught  nets  intercepted  a great  many 
sea  trout  and  grilse.  In  the  Fleet,  the  sport  has  been  of  a quiet 
nature,  and  in  the  Urr,  a number  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
secured. — Heatherbell.  . . 

Spey. — Although  rainfalls  were  copious,  the  water  last  week 
maintained  its  summer  level.  On  Pitcroy  Lodge  section,  Captain 
Beauclerk  had  a grilse,  and  on  this  day  week,  Mr.  Baun  had  two 
grilse  of  61b.  and  41b.,  and  on  Monday  a splendid  salmon  of  181b.; 
and  Mr.  Cameron,  Grantown,  had  also  one  of  111b.  on  Friday.  On 
the  lower  reaches  nothing  is  being  done. — J . M. 

Ythan  Tidal.— Steady  improvement  both  as  regards  size  and 
quality  of  trout.  General  satisfaction  expressed  with  sport. 
2-pounders  and  up  are  reported  to  be  showing  plentifully  at  the 
mouth  of  the  estuary,  and,  doubtless,  with  a short  spell  of  suit- 
able weather,  they  will  find  their  way  into  the  river.  Hotel  full. 
Visitors  would  do  well  to  advise  before  coming.— G.  M. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.— Water  in  splendid  order;  rods 
akiog two,  three,  and  tour  salmon  daily;  also  quantities  of  sea 
rout. — W.  Blackadder.  ... 

Bann  (Kilrea). — Large  numbers  of  salmon  and  grilse  con- 
inue  to  come  into  this  river,  and  at  all  the  netting  stations  the 
akes  have  not  been  equalled  for  years.  Though  the  past  week 
was  not  all  that  could  be  desired  for  angling,  yet  good  sport  was 
aad  on  all  the  reaches.  The  following  gentlemen  (staying  at  the 
Mercers  Hotel),  Dr.  Clements,  Messrs.  F.  Dawson,  Eeosliaw,  and 
Lt  Kirk  being  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers.  At 
Movanagher  Mr.  E.  V.  Richardson  had  wonderful  sport,  grassing 
thirty-live  salmon  and  grilse  in  six  days.  His  son,  Master  Percy 
Richardson,  had  nine  fish  for  the  week  on  the  Kilrea  reach  of 
the  river  The  net  at  Portglenom  took  543  forthe  week. — D.  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge.)— Good flshingcontinues here;  water 
in  good  condition.  Mr.  Giles,  Belfast,  thiee  fine  fish  this  morn- 
ing from  21h.  to  41b.  We  expect  continuation  of  good  fishing; 
salmon  plentiful  in  river.  Two  gentlemen  perch  fishing  two 
days  over  200  fish. — F.  G, 

Connaught  Rivers.— The  Corrib  remains  in  good  form,  and 
fair  sport  has  been  obtained  by  Commander  Law,  R.N.,  Colonel 
F.  S.  Harris,  Mr.  W.  Townsend,  Mr.  C.  Hill,  Rev.  A.  Law,  Mr. 
Gibbons,  Miss  Townsend,  Dr.  H.  Grace,  Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hullet,  Mr. 
Linsdell,  Mr.  Sutton,  and  Miss  M.  Hill— J.  B. 

Coppal  Lake —Sport  has  shown  up  considerably,  and  good 
baskets  are  now  the  rule.  This  lake  is  now  in  fine  angling  order, 
and  white  trout  are  numerous. — T.  J.  D.  .... 

Erne. — Angling  for  salmon  improved  a good  deal  during  the 
past  week,  and  capital  sport  was  obtained  by  the  following 
anglers  • Messrs.  E.  P.  Bates,  R.  Graves,  C.  M.  Somerville, 
J.  M.  Somerville,  Borwick,  D.  Glynn,  and  J.  Stone.  The  majority 
of  flsh  taken  were  rather  small.  Trout  fishing  also  improved 
a lot,  and  some  splendid  fish  were  taken  at  night,  several 
weighing  up  to  61b.  each.  The  fortunate  captors  were:  Messrs. 
J.  Whitten,  F.  M.  Ginney,  R.  Clarke,  W.  Slavin,  P.  Dolan,  <Ste. 

Sport  still  continues  good.— M.  RoGaN.  , . . 

Inny. — This  river  has  been  in  flood  for  a couple  of  days,  nut 
too  discoloured  from  bog  water  to  afford  good  chances  of  sport. 

Lough  Melvin. — As  the  weather  was  favourable  lor  this 
water  several  nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  during  the  week, 
ranging  in  weight  from  lOjlb.  to  221b. — M.  ROGAN. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport  has 
been  good  on  all  these  waters  among  brown  trout.  Ihe  best 


banket  for  the  week  on  Drenane  wa«  ono  of  four  dozen;  on  Cum- 
ineravanlg,  one  of  five  dozen  ; and  on  Coomavoher,  one  of 
neventy  four. — T.  J.  D.  _ . . .. 

Moy  and  Louffhff  (Ballina).— For  dayn  last  week  the 
river  ban  not  been  in  good  angling  trim,  owing  to  the  heavy  fall 
of  rain  we  have  had.  The  water  1h  now  clearing  off  nicely,  and 
If  no  more  ruin  falls  good  sport  rnay  be  expected.  'J  he  following 
are  the  oatehes  during  the  time  that  the  river  was  in  order  for 
fishing  : On  the  .1th,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Mackenzie,  four  griliie; 
Mr.  J.  Tumbril,  four  grilse;  Mr.  J.  P Ii.»  ffy®  grilse;  Mr.  E. 
O illagber  seven  grilse.  On  the  0th,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  one  grilse ; 
Messrs  Meldon  and  Scroop©,  four  grilse.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Simon 
Hcroope,  five  grilse;  Mr.  King,  two;  Mr.  Smith  two.  On  the 
]0th,  Mr.  Scroope, one;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  two;  Mr.  King.  one; 

L.  Gallagher,  two.  Signor  Foil  had,  in  three  days,  on  Mr.  rery  a 
(private)  water,  thirty-six  salmon  and  grilse  to  bis  own  rod  Mr. 
S.  O’Grady  MacDermott,  on  his  preserved  water  at  I oxford, 
landed  six  grilse  in  two  hours  and  a half  on  Monday,  arid  the 
following  day  he  landed  thirteen,  end  hud  three  more  ready  to 
gaff.  Trout  fishing  at  present  is  not  very  brilliant,  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather. — Frank  HeaknB. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  The  sudden  tran- 
sition from  very  hot  to  cold  and  wet  weather  has  not  been  favour- 
able to  sport  this  week.  There  are  tons  of  fish,  especially  grilse, 
both  in  the  preserved  and  free  waters,  but  they  have  been  difficult 
to  negotiate,  except  on  a few  occasions,  when  two  or  three  visitors 
have  realized  some  pretty  fair  sport.  Amongst  the  modt  success- 
ful anglers  were:  Colonel  Willans,  Messrs.  W.  Young,  W.  A.  H. 
Martin,  H.  K.  Patterson,  and  R.  Herron.  A salmon  of  301b.  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Young,  and  a grilse  of  lOJlb.  to  Colonel 
Willans.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— Salmon  fishing  has  now  fairly  opened  on 
the  Mowine.  The  6th  inst.  Mr.  James  Moncrieff  killed  two  fish, 
61b.  and  81b;  6th,  John  McGirr,  one  salmon,  81b.;  8th,  John 
Sweeny,  three  salmon,  81b  , 71b.,  6 Jib.;  John  McGirr,  one  salmon, 
81b  • 9th  John  McGirr,  one  salmon,  71b. , David  Donnell,  one 
salmon.  81b.  Mr.  John  Miles  in  the  week  had  a couple  dozen 
trout. — J.  A.  B.  


PULBORO’  AND  AMBERLEY  ANGLING 
EXCURSIONS. 

110  MILES  RIDE  FOR  2s.  Gd. 

An  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting  from  Amber- 
ley)  will  take  place  on  July  15,  for  the  following  prizes  r 
£2,  £1  10s.,  J21, 14s.,  11s.,  10s.  Gd.,  10a.  Gd.,  10s.,  10s., 
10s.,  a York  ham,  and  a silk  umbrella.  Entrance  fee 
Gd.,  which  will  he  added  to  the  prizes.  All  to  start  on 
the  morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred  ; Thames  measure.  No 
one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent.  One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

Weighing  to  commence  at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be 
received  after  4.30  sharp.  The  weighing  to  take  place 
at  Mr.  Dnke’s,  Houghton  Bridge  Inn.  All  prizes  will 
be  paid  to  the  successful  competitors  immediately  after 
weighing-in.  ....  , . 

All  competitors  must  get  their  tickets  stamped  at 
Houghton  Bridge  Inn  before  starting,  anyone  neglecting 
to  do  so  will  be  disqualified. 

Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Gos  well-road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  July  14. 

Privilege  tickets  6d.  each.  (Privilege  tickets  will  not 
be  granted  on  Saturdays  under  any  circumstances). 
Available  for  the  whole  season,  to  be  obtained  any  day 
except  Saturdays,  of  A.  A.  Eldridge,  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  21,  Goswell-road  (close  to  Aldersgate-street 
Station  and  the  tram  terminus). 

The  special  train  will  continue  running  until  further 
notice.  


THE  LONDON  UNITED  ANGLERS’ 
SOCIETIES  SEVENTH  ANGLING 
COMPETITION 


IN  AID  OF  THE  FUNDS  OF  THE 

ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY  AND 
CONVALESCENT  HOME  FUNDS. 

On  July  8,  fifty-two  competitors  met  at  Enfield  Lock 
to  try  if  they  could  win  some  of  the  prizes  left  from 
July  1.  The  result  was  as  follows  : 

lb.  oz. 

1.  A.  Barton,  Good  Intent  0 15 

2.  H.  Stretch,  North  London 0 4£ 

3.  G.  Riggs,  Globe  2 

4.  H.  Da  Costa,  Hoxton  Brothers 0 £ i 

5.  B.  Abrahams  0 2 

In  my  next  report  I will  announce  where  the  distribu- 
tion will  take  place,  also  what  the  committee  decide 
to  do  with  the  remaining  prizes.  In  my  last  report,  in 
error,  I announced  that  Mr.  Gudgeon  belonged  to  the 
Stoke  Newington  instead  of  the  Clissold. 

Since  my  last  report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  : White  Hart, 
10s.  ■ Globe,  Is. ; Three  Colts,  4s. ; Amicable  Brothers, 
4s  - Royal  George,  Is. ; Dalston,  10s. ; Hearts  of  Oak,  6s. 
And  on  account  of  the  Sixth  Rye  House  Competition— 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham,  7s.  ; Canning  Town,  5s.  ; 
Clapton  Park,  14s.  S.  Malby. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  patents  is 
specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents, 
of  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with  whom  we  have 
made  arrangements  that  all  inquiries  respecting  the 
protection  of  inventions  will  be  answered  by  them  free 
of  charge  to  onr  readers  : 

Applications  for  Patents. 

N.  C.  Lindsay  and  H.  Stanbridge,  of  38,  Wellosley- 
road,  Chiswick,  London,  for  improved  fish-hook 
case. 

S.  Alloock  and  A.  Stratton,  of  Birmingham,  for  im- 
provements in  fish-hook  oasos. 


1 


I 
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departs  from  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association. — The  general  committee,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  <1.  11.  Field,  mot  on  !)tli  inst.,  at  Foresters’ 
itall.  Alter  the  preliminary  business  had  been  concluded,  an 
application  for  enrolment  from  the  Addison  Piscatorials,  meeting 
at  the  Northern  Arms,  Addison-road  North,  Notting  Hill,  was 
Ra*'8fac‘ory  proof  had  been  given  that  its 
, f l "’h'ch  might  be  we  Shed-in  were  of  the  required 

standard,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  accede  to  the  request, 
more  especially  as  this  new  society  had  determined  to  abolish 
fnnorWeight  u0I>1|P<'tltl0DS-  Amongst  other  matters  discussed, 
£a  ed  *he  recent  destruction  of  some  bream 
between  Tottenham  and  Lea  Bridge,  from  which  it  appeared  the 
nonVi"°nS<irVailCy’  no,t  anticipating  having  to  draw  down  the  water 
nearly  so  low,  gave  the  association  no  notice.  It  is  supposed  that 
mrni2P?^  ofeT,ilge,  matter  from  tb«  sewage  works  caused  the 
the  f the  bream-  An  ‘OQwiry  is  however  expected,  as 

oftLrW  My  a/u  moSt  anxious  10  assist  us  in  the  preservation 
to  the  n Jo  A ??r'  Clo?°  n,entioned  a matter  of  much  importance 
of  Imilf  nov ^10|\an<i  ai>Slers  in  general,  viz.,  that  an  epidemic 
aid  nirf  i burst  out  in  the  vicinity  of  Maldon,  Haybridge, 
Antli^t  pie  d'  Jhe  J0DS-expected  Blue  Books  of  the  Thames 
^lf  nef  iheei  r were  received,  and  found  to  contain 

Present  ee  pf°o  l892'3’  but  the  balance-sheet  of  the  General 
rreseivation  Fund  has  not  yet  been  received.— Hon.  Reporter. 

Association.— The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
E Ghbrnby  011  Monday  evenillg  next,  July  16,  at  8.30— 

D kiwt1  s ,A s s 0 c.iat  1 0 n Visiting  List  (No.  1,  Eastern 
Good  T°J?o  * a 1!®xt  oeturn  Tlsit  0,1  the  above  bst  will  be  to  the 
dhoh  on  TL  jgImffTS,°Cif/’  The  ^rovvn,  Church-street,  Shore- 
■ mv vlsitb,  Jiw^’  Juy  lt-  As  there  are  twenty-six  clubs  on 
“Lsiom-(^  mLnTs  666  thCm  a“  We"  r®P^sented  on  this 

trHH^ S9  A^,oclation  Visiting  List  (Eastern  Dis 

nfawat.h;f?'7Tp  • ftrvturn  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
Rowum  <h  S ' Luke  8 AnSbnf?  Society,  held  at  the  White  Bear 
THORUNGeW'SqUare’  St'  Lukes'  Date  not  yet  t0  Band. — F 

Angiers’  Benevolent  Society. -Since  my  last  report.  I 
I *?*»  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  4s.  Id.  collected 
at  the  competition  at  Enfleld  Lock  on  July  8.— R.  Ghcrney. 

,o^ddiS°“,PiS7at0rialS-~|l’ir  a new  olub  we  are  making 
have  £3  3 *are  now  seven*een  members  strong,  and 

ave  great  promise  of  more.  We  are  enrolled  with  the  Anirler^’ 
Association.  Mr.  Cartwright  weighed-in  bream,  and  Mr  Boyce 
nlease nmd  e°0d  ^r00^  tr0Ut-  Aoy  gentleman  wishing  to  join 
-H  Grayes  ' Tuesday>  at  ‘be  Norland  Arms,  Addison-road,  W. 

ftiai-o.*®  siz  srs  t 

|ss  sa  as 

Warde,  bream  ; Mr.  De  B.  Green  bream  ■ »nd  W‘ 

fc?'  *,he  15,h  inst’  Mr-  w-  Warde,  ru’dd,  roach  ' and  da“e 
bream  a5d  9*0Z'):  Mr'  W-  H-  Bryant,'  roach  and 

W h!  bM  Davies'  dace;  and  Ml’-  G.  A.  Cooper,  dace— 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling-  Societv Tii» 

(H  Urhnii'b  bus.m®ss  transpired  on  the  11th  insf  Messrs  ^R  and 
;H.  Oha-llen  weighed-m  iiream,  chub,  and  dace  on  the  8th-  and'  A 
tlftlPr^ in  the  piers’  Benevolent  Competftion 
waters  m wi  n °n  tke  8tb  !nst-  0ther  members  were  at  different 
twlul’  « 4 dwi  ,n0t  Teigh~in'  The  match  for  Mr.  Warner's 
(Welsh  Harp)  ticket  takes  place  on  July  15. — B.  Abrahams. 

JiHv^nnm  Society— Several  members  were  out  on 

S M^t  y he  fbll°wmg  weighed-in  : J.  Drew,  roach  gudgeon 
Marmott  ’ r°aCh  (flVe  largest  weighed  41b.),  from'  Lef-G 

Amteriey^n  w??™  Angling  Society— Our  match  at 
itmoeney  on  July  8 was  a success,  Mr.  Parslow  claimin''  first 

Hnseiv  f n’th  f show  of  specimen  roach  and  bfeSm 

Targes/ roach  ^1  Ih^  (??ess1!'s'  Harding,  Hopkins,  and  Cummings 
K-  1Ib-  ,9°z-  by  Mr-  Hardmg.  Messrs.  Motr,  Harris, 
dhTn/ftiLt  i we'ghecbl“  good  fish  from  other  wafers.  Our 
willTa/e^c-lubtuIeat  'fhe  br4ke 

raw*  hx 

iream  (largest  bream,  31b.  2oz.) ; Lovett,  lolb  of  bream  - and 
lavis.  bream.  Mr.  Eves  bad  131b.  2oz.  ot  bream  butTlid  no 
laTneTt-j/RlCH1  ^ t0  Se®  al‘  members  Present  ou  Wednes- 

Vfaltonian  Angling  Society.— An  outin 
nil  take  place  on  the  22nd  inst.,  to  Dagenham  by  brake  from 
!l1i)bMUSetrmrinie?t’  21st-  Mr.  Embleton,  sen.,  Mr  T Hutchins 
frdwrmH'  ^rtc^lns  were  e'ected  members  of  the  above  - and 

h Ma  dreEmbletConPPS'O-,J0une8’  n""'1  ^in,  proposed  8k  the 
, al ’■ , Embleton  weighed-in  bream;  Conevbeare  rn-ieh 
■erch,  and  bream  ; Lambarth,  jun.,  roach  and  dace  - Wind'ies  ’ 
?vCb  and  bream.  Will  secretaries  oblige  by  forwarding 

tets?  Irvin’s  beneHt’ as  1 wisht0 

~^ap^es”?^,yAsn& 

“.fa^iS^w.?eBSSlSenew  member’ and  have 

ill  flsh  a mati  ehPforethf/eyprfz^ntfe  TemberS 

“i 

>r  London  Btid^e?  °/l0Ck 

Sgefey,  tTlIenwo^d  aTs/  s'^f  ^ 

■quested  on  Tuesday  to  arrangf^^^M^SSr"6 

ilb.,  contributed  by  the  following  members:  H Patman  roach 
id  trout;  J.  Smith,  bream  and  roach;  J.  Warman  rlhl 

SKJSffittsr****""  a.oo“ 

ach  and  dace.  We  flsh  a match  at  Wateringbury  on  July  2i 
r anntial  dinner  will  take  place  on  the  same  day  Next  week 
) elect  several  new  members.— J.  Wheelhocse  y N * ®k 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.-On  July 
^mwJenS  wei8bed-m  one  roach,  lib.  4oz.,  from  Amberlev 
-mbers  are  reminded  that  last  Wednesday  night  wasquarterfv 
1 >^?d  R6Xt  Wednesday  night  will  be  limit  night,  when  Rule  2 
n be  strictly  enforced.— A.  Wilshaw. 


Bostonian  Angling  Society.— II  is  not  often  that  anglers 
are  treated  to  such  a show  of  flsh  as  wo  had  on  July  8,  '"lien 
Mr.  Balek  exhibited  a handsome  tray  of  golden  tench,  several  of 
which  were  over  21b.,  heaviest  21b.  54oz. ; also  Messrs.  Ward  and 
Jennings,  rmld  and  roaeh;  anil  Mr.  Rundcll,  two  trout  and  somo 
handsome  daco. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.— Since  my  last  report  Mr. 
Alcoek  has  weighed-in  241b.  of  bream;  Mr.  E.  Briggs,  touch;  and 
Mr.  F.  Briggs,  tench.  At  the  meeting  on  July  11  it  wuh  arranged 
Unit  (he  next  Club  outing  should  take  place  at  Amberley  on  the 
23th  inst.  ; a good  many  have  promised  to  go.— H.  R. 

Brunswick  Angling  Society. — Since  my  last  report,  the 
following  members  have  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Bissell,  bream  and 
roach;  T.  Hattie,  roach  and  dace;  J.  Watkins,  roach  and  perch 
and  J.  Papworth,  dace.  Other  members  had  flsh,  but  were  too 
late  to  weigh-in.  I hope  members  will  attend  next  meeting  night, 
as  we  have  some  very  important  business  to  discuss. — L 
Watkins. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  8th  inst.,  but  met  with  very  poor  sport 
only  one  member  weighing-in  flsh,  Mr.  S.  Riley  weighing-in 
bream  and  roach. — 0.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society. — 

On  tlie  8th  inst.  J.  Macdonneil  had  a grand  show  of  roach  and 
bream  (271b.),  largest  roach  lib.  !)oz.,  and  largest  bream  21b.  8oz.  • 
R.  Sharpies,  perch  and  dace;  R.  Garbrecht.,  about  Ulb.,  roach  and 
dace,  but  missed  weighing-in.  Our  new  house  is  the  Sugar  Loaf 
Little  College  -street,  Thames-street.— J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society. — On  July  8 the 
following  weighed-in : Messrs.  J.  Willgoss,  91b.  13oz.,  bream- 
A.  Painter,  71b.  5 Joz.,  bream  (one  bream  51b.  3Joz.);  E.  Cooper, 
21b.  lojoz.,  bream;  T.  Holmes,  21b.  14ioz„  bream;  A.  Turner, 
21b.  10oz.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  opened  our 
Ihames  Preservation  box. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Club.— Our  next  match 
will  be  to  Weybridge  on  July  15.— N.  Landon. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.— On  July  8 several  of  our 
members  fished  in  the  competition  at  Enfield  Lock,  but  met  with 
no  success.  On  same  day  we  fished  for  three  other  prizes,  first 
being  won  by  Mr.  Slade,  second  by  Mr.  White,  and  third  by  Mr. 
Anthony,  un  July  15  we  fish  for  one  prize  given  by  Mr.  Wade.7 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society. 

— 1 he  following  weighed-in  some  good  fish  on  July  8:  Messrs.  W. 
Long,  roach  and  bream;  Gabell,  roach;  Ritty,  roach;  Walter 
roach,  bream,  and  dace;  Sherwood,  dace  and  roach.  On  July  15 
we  fish  at  Amberley  or  Pulborough  for  several  valuable  prizes 
1 hope  all  members  will  attend  next  Wednesday,  as  we  have 
some  very  important  business  to  settle  respecting  the  brake  outing 
and  dinner  on  Aug.  2(j. — W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.— On  July  8 a few  members 
were  out.  Messrs.  H.  Poore,  C.  Robinson  and  C.  Poeoek 
weighed-in  a handsome  show  of  dace,  roaeh.  and  bream  Mem- 
bers, please  attend  on  Tuesday,  the  17th,  to  hear  the  auditor  s 
report. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society.  — The  following 
have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Deeks,  bream,  151b.  134oz. ; G Jenkins 
61b-  : A-  Barre“'  Barbel,  51b.  7oz.  ; Balls,  bream', 

•ilb.  4*oz.:  Wilkins,  roach,  21b.  15oz.  ; Newbon,  roach  21b  l->oz  ■ 
Abbott,  barbel  21b.  6Joz. ; Mellett.  dace,  lib.  6£oz. ; Barker,  dace] 
lib.  9£oz. ; and  Maddox,  dace,  lib.  5£oz. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society. — We  have  had  some  very  fine 
fish  weighed-in  during  the  past  fortnight.  Messrs.  Collier  Dyer 
Ashmore,  Day,  and  Dunford,  have  shown  some  nice  roach  ‘and 
dace.  Mr.  Smart  has  had  some  nice  tench  up  to  31b.  each  and 
also  a fine  show  of  rudd.  We  have  a splendid  list  of  prizes  to  be 

wme|l  bonthltSsSo aS°n‘  9"  Ta®sday  nex‘  a committee  meeting 
will  be  held  at  8.0  p.m. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society.— We  purpose  having  an 
outing  at.  Hampton  (Jourt  on  J uly  15.  Some  very  good  roach  were 
brought  m from  the  Wandle  river  on  the  8th  inst. — W Bruce 
T.  Frahpton. 

^nberP.rise  Angling  Society.— The  annual  dinner  and 
outing  to  \\  a,de  s Millot  this  society  on  July  8 was  a great  success 
A substantial  repast  having  been  done  justice  to,  the  members 
proceeded  to  flsh  for  three  special  prizes,  which  were  taken  bv 
Messrs.  Masters,  first,  with  a perch  of  lib.  134oz.;  Rencher 
second;  and  A.  Jones,  third.  Messrs.  Balaam,  Hughes.  Killick’ 
Phesay  Tusk,  and  Clarrtdge  also  weighed-in.  In  response  to  an 
appeal  from  the  chairman  (Mr  Masters)  at  the  dinner,  thirteen 
gentlemen  at  once  gave  in  their  names  for  membership. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society  — Several  of  our 
members  went  to  Enfield  Lock  on  July  8,  but  no  sport.  A good 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  several  more  prizes  promised  from 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Brown,  Davis,  Jones,  Yapp,  and  others.— J 

rorest  Gate  Piscatorials.-On  July  8,  Mr.  C.  Donne 
weighed-m  chub  perch,  and  dace.  At  last  meeting  Mr.  Hillier 
was  elected,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  proposed,  ballot  to  take  place  next 
week.  We  have  arranged  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for  (within  a 
radius  of  thirty  miles)  during  August,  for  which  our  honorary 
members  are  invited  to  compete  —Scribe.  y 

Funny  Polks  Angling  Society. — The  members  were  at 
work  on  July  8 at  Amberley,  and  had  some  good  sport  Messrs 
Vanhegan,  Hill,  Whitebread,  and  Wellard  weighed-m  some  fl/e 
3imm,Airi°aCh’  aDdi  daCC’  Mr-  Wbl‘ebread  having  a bream  of 
julb'l5A-GUp“lem  jerS  ar“  g01ng  in  Eldrktee's  competition  on 

Globe  Angling  Society. — We  had  a nice  show  of  roach 

perch,  bream,  chub,  ami  dace,  on  July  8,  taken  by  Messrs’ 
Holmes,  Riggs,  Lepme,  Davis,  Stebbinge,  and  Caborn.  * Amongst 
the  roaeh  were  some  fine  fish,  Mr.  Holmes  having  greatfst 
number  and  Mr.  Lepme  best  specimen  (weight,  lib  71oz  > Wn 

ba»Vwr,Vwre  priZ0S  added  10  our  Ust-  Tiz-  a season  ticket  for 
the  Welsh  Harp,  given  by  Mr.  Warner;  which  will  be  fished  for 
on  kept.  2,  and  a pair  of  trousers,  given  by  Mr.  Vale,  for  heaviest 
perch  over  lib.  during  season. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.-^On  July  8 our 
members  had  some  fair  shows,  notably  Messrs.  W.  Bowriii<* 
roach  and  bream  West,  roach,  dace,  and  bream;  Crow 
roach  and  bream ; and  Fowler,  roaeh  and  dace.  On  the 
10th  inst.  Messrs.  King  and  Williams  brought  home  a nice 
Rhow  or  roach  and  tench,  nearly  451b.  between  them. 

Mi.  King  had  twelve  roaeh,  weighing  151b.  lojoz.,  eleven 
weighing  over  lib.,  the  largest  lib.  8|oz. ; Mr.  Williams 
had  seven  roach  over  lib.  out  of  gross  weight  of  111b  2oz  the 

&2.-JMN1  aoS.  Th0  flm  ou,ing  wi“  ,ake  p,acB  011 

Golden  Carp  Angling  Society.— Several  of  our 
members  have  had  good  sport  recently.  Mr.  Spillett  has  accounted 
for  some  good  bream,  one  weighing  51b.  5Joz.,  and  another 
-ilb  loz  A general  meeting  (to  arrange  for  next  outing)  will  bo 
held  on  July  25. — J.  Appleton. 

G°°d ^ntent  Angling-  Society.-Close  on  forty  members 
of  the  above  club  Ashed  at  Oheshunt  on  July  8 for  ten  prizes,  all 
of  which  were  taken.  Our  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  July  17,  when  I hope  to  welcome  all  anglers  who  may  favour 
us  with  their  company. — It.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling-  Society.— Since  last  report  the 
^l0WAnihSe  we,£hed-in:  Mr-  F.  Hudson,  roach  and  bream 
S b,VGVF^  Weaver  roach,  41b.;  W.  Steer,  21b.,  and  J.  Grande 
roach,  151b.— G.  F.  Weaver.  ’ 


Great  Northern  Brotheis  Angling  Society.— At  our 

special  competition  at  Amberley  on  July  8 for  seven  prizes,  the 
following  is  the  result:  1st,  J.  Osborne,  51b.  I loz.  (one  roach  lib. 
2Joz.);  2nd,  C.  Watling,  41b.  14oz.,  roaeh;  3rd,  J.  A.  Fitch,  41b. 
7oz.,  roach ; 4th,  W.  Parkin,  41b.  3oz.,  roach  and  two  bream ; 5th, 
J.  Cartwright,  41b.,  roach  (one  roach  lib.  Hoz.);  6th,  C.  Large, 
51h.  looz.  roach  (one  roach  lib.  2Joz.);  7tb,  G.  Francis,  21b.  14oz., 
roaeh  (one  roaeh  lib.  GJoz.).  Messrs.  .1.  K.  Fitch,  U.  Duneomhe, 
J.  Blatchley,  and  H.  Hutchings  also  weighed-in,  the  latter  having 
a bream  nearly  31b. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. — The  annual  summer  out- 
ing of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at  Wateringbury  on 
July  25.  Members  and  also  friends  of  kindred  clubs  who  are 
desirous  of  comiog  with  us  will  be  perfectly  welcome,  and  are 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  secretary  as  soon  as  possible. 
— G.  J.  Toynbee. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  usual  weekly  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Young  in  the  chair.  A new 
member  was  elected.  The  following  reports  of  fishing  were 
received  : Mr.  Canton,  six  bream,  largest  ljlb.,  three  roach,  two 
of  If  lb.  each,  and  one  of  lib.  from  Amberley;  Mr.  Hesse,  seven 
line  roach  from  the  society's  water,  and  on  another  occasion  three 
dace  weighing  respectively  9foz.,  8Joz.,  and  8Joz.,  part  of  a take 
of  twenty-four  flsh  of  the  total  weight  of  121b.  15oz. ; Mr.  Close,  a 
few  dace  on  the  fly. — James  Tayler. 

Hearts  oi  Oak. — On  July  8 Mr.  G.  W.  Green  weighed-in 
roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Walford,  bream;  and  Mr.  A.  Fish,  bream 
and  roach.  General  meeting  next  Wednesday,  when  some 
important  business  will  be  transacted. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. — Again  I have  to  chronicle 
a line  show  of  flsh.  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  seventeen  roach  weighing 
241b.,  largest  21b. ; and  five  tench  131b.  Mr.  W3  A.  Shaw  a grand 
lot  of  roach  and  tench  weighing  371b.  (largest  tench  31b.  9oz.). 
Mr.  Jugels,  barbel,  chub,  and  dace,  from  the  Thames.  Outing  at 
Selham  on  July  15. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hounsfieia  Otters.— On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  S.  Smith  had  a 
particularly  line  tray  of  roach  (best  lib.  lOtoz.,  and  several  more 
close  up  to  that  weight),  also  one  bream  : while  Messrs.  Stephens 
Ashwood,  Thomas,  and  Macdonald  contributed  to  swell  the  total’ 
On  July  8 Mr.  S.  Smith  had  101b.  7|oz.  of  roach  and  21b.  14ioz  of 
bream,  among  the  former  being  four  flsh  scaling  01b.  13oz  • Mr. 
Ashwood  had  31b.  Sfoz.  of  roach;  Mr.  E.  Watling.  one  bream  of 
21b.  loz.  and  some  roach  and  dace;  Messrs.  Thomas,  Stephens 
Newett,  and  Macdonald  also  weighed-in.  Mr.  J.  Alexander  while 
ledgering  for  eels  in  the  Lea  (Barge  Out),  hooked  and  landed  a 
barbel  of  5flb.— F.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Mr.  F.  Newton 
weighed-m  a nice  show  of  roach  on  July  8.  H.  Da  Costa  was  a 
prize  winner  in  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  competition,  at  Enfleld 
Lock,  on  July  8.— R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  8 
the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  A.  Pope,  bream  and  roach- 
Beckett,  roach  and  dace;  Fitzgerald,  perch  and  roach-  and  w’ 
Jacobs,  chub  and  dace.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Pritchard  and 
Gollop  were  appointed  auditors.  Should  like  the  members  to 
attend  next  week  to  select  a trustee. — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  following 
weighed-m  on  July  8 : Mr.  Heir,  roach  from  the  Lea  (heaviest 
lib.) ; Mr.  Carpenter,  roaeh  and  tench  (heaviest  tench,  21b  2oz  ) • 
and  Mr.  Wellsted,  tench  (largest  21b.  8oz.).  Several  others  were 
out,  but  did  not  weigh-in. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  summer  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  July  15,  at  Pied  Bull,  Stanstead  St. 
Margaret's,  Herts.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed-in  some  hand- 
some roach  and  bream  on  July  8.  There  will  be  some  important 
business  laid  before  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  next  - all 
members  who  can  attend  will  please  do  so.— H.  B.  ° 

Jubilee  Angling  Society.— On  July  8 the  only  members 
weiglnng-in  .were  Messrs.  Duke  and  F.  Challen,  the  former 
having  51b.  of  carp,  and  the  latter  having  bream  and  tench.  On 
July  1.)  we  flsh  a match  for  four  private  prizes,  15s  , 10s.  0s  and 
4s.  (roving),  between  the  Swan  Bridge  and  General  Eliott  Bridge 
Uxbridge ; first,  train  from  Westbourne  Park  only ; one  rod  jack 
barred  ; no  member  eligible  to  take  a prize  unless  he  weighs-in 
Jib.  offish;  cease  Ashing  at  7.30  and  all  return  together  or  be 
disqualified.  Stewards  will  be  appointed  at  the  waterside. 

Junior  Fly-fishers.— Mr.  Roach  gave  an  interesting  account 
of  a flshmg  expedition,  and  had  secured  several  good  trout 
Messrs.  Jones  and  Walker  had  taken  dace.  Members  will  kindlv 
note  that  the  clubhouse  now  closes  at  ten  o'clock  until  Septent 
ber  and  those  who  wish  to  join  the  party  for  August  Bank 
Holiday  must  send  in  their  names  early. — Hon.  JSec 
Lincoln  Angling  Society.-On  July  s the  following 
weighed-m : Messrs.  Richardson,  roach  and  bream ; More  roach 
and  bream:  White,  chub  and  dace;  Watling,  roach;  Havtread 
one  roach,  lib.  3Joz. ; Bowdrey,  roach  and  dace;  and  Muscatelf 
roach  and  bream.  Our  visit  on  Monday  was  not  very  stronglv 
attended.  We  cordially  thank  those  who  honoured  us  on  this 
occasion. — W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Our  last  week’s  meet- 
ing was  a quarterly  one,  and  a lot  of  business  was  got  through 
including  the  usual  and  pleasant  home  and  home  match  with  the 
St.  Helen's  Angling  Association,  which  we  found  could  not  be 
brought  off  before  August.  The  prizes  won  during  the  quarter 
were  presented.  A second  lot  of  perch  from  Loch  Leven  has  iust 
arrived  safely  and  been  put  in  the  water  at  Knowsley.  Thev 
numbered  nearly  200,  and  there  was  only  one  dead  flsh  Our 
special  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Jno.  Whyte,  Loch  Leven  Angling 
Association,  for  his  trouble  and  attention  on  these  two  occasions  — 

Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— At  the 

meeting  on  Monday  last  it  was  decided  to  have  a match  in  the 
River  Dee  at  Rossett  on  Bank  Holiday.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  as  to  the  early  train  stopping  at  Rossett.— James 

IvE  YNOLDS. 

North  London  Angling.Society.  -The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Central  Association  takes  place  at  the  above  on  July  IG 
dubs  not  receiving  invitations  please  accept  this  notice  as  such’ 
anrl  oblige.  On  July  8 the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs  Haves’ 
bream;  Hendrick,  bream ; Jocelyn,  bream  and  roach • Erwood’ 
dace;  and  H.  Stretch,  dace  (he  being  one  of  the  successful  comne- 
tilors  at  Enfleld). — H.  Stretch.  ^ 

Oak  Angling  Society.— We  had  a nice  show  of  flsh  on 
July  8 as  follows  : Messrs.  W.  Beven,  broam;  G.  Bond  bream 
androoch;  J.  Wright,  roach  and  dace ; J.  H.  Holden,  roaeh;  and 
t.  Watts,  roach  and  perch.  — J.  H.  Holden 
Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society— On  July  8 we  were 
saved  a blank  by  J.  Bygrave,  jun,,  who  weighed-in  a tench  of  21b, 
from  the  Lea.  We  celebrate  our  annual  supper  on  July  31  the 
chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Midson  (Hoxton  Brothers)  ’We 
shall  he  pleased  to  see  our  old  friends  after  the  cloth  is  removed 
as  vve  intend  having  a pleasant  evening. — J.  Cuthbkrt. 

Society— The  following  woighed-in  flsh  on 
July  8:  Messrs.  Lewis,  roach;  Vyell,  roach;  Hawkins,  roach- 
S ; ,l0acph-;,(1^b-  ?4°z'=  large8‘21b.).  A concert  will  take 
M„atnthe  ^rk  Uote1’  Part-lane,  Tottenham,  for  the  benefit 
or  Mr.  Geo.  Thompson.  This  is  a deserving  case,  and  a full 
meeting  is  requested.  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Harrison.  A host  of 
talent  is  promised. 

Fenge  Angling  Society. — We  had  our  first  prize  outing 
this  season  on  July  8,  by  brake  to  our  club  water,  for  four  prizes 
when  all  were  taken:  Messrs.  G.  Taylor,  1,  bream  and  roach;  C. 

Moss,  2,  roach;  W.  F.  Field,  3,  roach;  and  Mr.  S.  Godsmark,  4 .< 


I 


cured  ll.  W.  Forester,  Eaq.,  M.P.  for  Beckenham,  for 
onrvlco  pri-aldant,  and  had  a now  Hailing  member  proponed. — W. 

' Perseverance  Angling  Society.  Several  .dour  « 

,,n  tin-  Kill  Inal.,  hut  onlytwo  welghed-ln,  saving UM  Horn 
a blank  <’  Winger  hud  a line  show  of  roach  and  dace,  and  J. 
ilnv  roach.  -W.  Ruhsbll.  , ,, 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ibn  m.  inhere  of 
,1,7  i t.  have  decided  to  pay  Mr.  Crisp,  of  the  Prince  and 
Prlncene  .’f  Wule»,  a visit  on  Monday,  July  lfi.  1 hope  all  mem* 

l,er»  that  can  make  It  convenient  ot  at  olubhouae  hy  ton 

o’clock  Mr  Dllloy  watt  elected  a working  meniher,  and  we  me 
Hi  1 open  for  a lew  more.  Next  week  we  have  to  arrange  our  I Ira 
outing.  When  all  membere  should  he  preHcnt.  Mr.  W.  Naylor 
welghed-ln  tonch  on  July  8. — E.  Py.nk. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society.  On  Ju,y  * ronxh, 
bream,  chub,  and  dace  were  weighed  ...  fc,;  Mchhi-h  C owley 
Robins  Pot-tor,  and  Whltford  (largoat  dace  !>Jo z.).  On  tho  Hth 
Mr  Chat  had  a splendid  allow  «d  roach,  live  of  them  averaging 
lib  Ho-/.  (lnrgOHt  2lb.  ;joz.);  also  bream,  roach  and tench  by ’ o'  ju 
members  Wo  llsli  for  a series  of  prizes  at  Langley  on  the  22n‘l 
; - down)  All  to  start  hy  midnight  train,  but  those  unable 
to  do  so  will  he  eligible  If  they  travel  hy  the  8.10  on  the  morning. 
-W.  BO  WYE  It 


Proprietary  Angling  Association.-The  private  waters 
it.  West,  Drayton  and  UUdd,  near  t rawley,  bus 


at  West  Drayton  ant.  mem,  ..ussex  have  afforded 

grand  sport  recently,  particularly  tho  lake  at  IHeld.  From  here 
Mr  J Bank  had  a tench  weighing  31b.  7oz„  fourteen  rudd 
|,h  i,,l7  , ond  inlb.  of  cels;  Mr.  Thomas  caught  foul 
tench  -’flh  to  :iilh  each,  a number  of  rudd  and  eels;  wliilstMr. 
Dcnledec  took  tin oe  perch  and  101b.  of  rudd;  and  Mr.  Ounston 
ttshine- several  days  in  the  week,  caught  a lot  ol  rudd,  roach,  and 
nercli  A pike  of  _'<)lb.  to  301b.  weight  was  repeatedly  seen 

r..*irt ine  ( I W Thomas,  sec.,  2,  Dane's-inn,  Strand. 
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Another  new  member  was  proposed,  Mr.  H.  Thomas;  ballot  nex 
k.  We  Htill  have  a few  more  vacancies  ; apply  on  luesuay 

Waltham  Brothers.— None  of  our  members  have  weighed 
In  yet.  ulthougn  they  are  In  hopes  now  alter  the  ram.  A.  i . 

' Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The  first 

official  outing  to  St.  Margaret’s  will  lake  place  on  July  22.  Alt 
members  who  can  make  It  convenient  are  requested  to  attend.— J. 

Wellington  Angling  Society  -Mr.  II.  Haine  wcighed-ln 
(ilh.  ltioz.  on  the  Hih,  Including  two  specimen  roach.  III..  I W.  an  t 
lib.  4&oz,  respectively,  The  ballot  for  Mr.  Jaraew  1 nlllipH  ihjjohu 
pnnea  until  next  Wednesday. — 0.  W.  , ,,  , 

Wenlock  Angling  Society.— On  tho  8th  Inst,  the  following 
members  weighed- in  : Mr.  Harden,  jun  , roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Sullivan,  roach  and  dace;  and  Mr.  Richards  a very  nice  carp. 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  July  lJ.  IJorj/jrH  of 
prizes  will  oblige  hy  sending  them  in  on  or  before  that  night.— 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  J* 
the  following  weighed-ln  : Mr.  F.  Homer,  101b.  lOjoz.  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  T.  Kenny,  lib.  lOjoz.  roach  and  dace;  Mr  Vail, 
lib  (ijoz.  roach  and  bream.  Our  monthly  meeting  takes  place  on 
July  1H,  at  h p.m.— R.  Lowthek. 


t’f'pfi i n *r  («  W I tHidiAn,  out..,  -i  11  . . 

Oueen’s  Piscatorials.  At  our  quarterly  meeting  on  tho 
5th  Mr  Norris  was  re-elected  chairman,  Mr.  Coates  sub-secre 
oiu,  nn.  Misaors  Norris 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 


r.tw- Ml-  JN oitis  was  nMuwwu  , .....  — ~ — jerctary, 

Messrs  Brett  and  Eldridge  auditors,  and  Messrs.  Norm  and 
Steer  delegates.  Several  members  were  out  on  the  8th,  but  little 
done"  Mr.  Brett  weighing-in  bream  and  roach.  Messrs. 
Eldridge  Norris,  and  Qilles  had  a nice  show  of  fish,  but  were  too 
late  to  weigh  in.  On  the  lutli  Mr.  Norris  had  a few  good  roach 
s ml  dticc  from  the  Leu. — C.  H.  Steer. 

■Rodney  PiscatorUls.-We  have  arranged  to  have  the 
An'-lers’  .Association  visit  on  Tuesday,  July  81,  when  I hope  we 
Thai  have  a bumper.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
4 hist  but  only  two  weighed-in:  Messrs.  J.  Wigley,  roach,  dace 
and  bream;  F T.  Lamberton,  one  roach,  lib.  Dijoz.,  from 
AvnV»M*ipv F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society.— On  July  8 the  best 

takes  w-iv  those  of  Mr  U.  Silcox,  some  line  dace , and  some  good 
Inteb  Mr  G Rickwood.  We  made  another  new  member,  and  the 
balance-sheet  shows  a total  income  of  £8  7s.  Id.,  and  leaving  a 

l>aRoval  George ' Angling  Society.-On  the  8th  inst.  the 
fo®wTnew^?gted-.n,  viz8;  Messrs.  Holder  Webber,  Cavers,  and 
Karris  tun.  On  Wednesday  last  we  bad  the  pleasure  of  making 
a very  handsome  testimonial  and  address  to  our  very  hard- 
trollririe  secretary,  Mr.  Gibbons,  subscribed  by  the  members  of 
the  club.  There  will  be  an  outing  on  July  29  at  Cookham.— Hon. 

reporter  Excelsior  United.— Several  of  our  mem 

befs  w^  out  “ ‘he  sTb  inst  , but  the  show  of  fish  was  not 

TZl  lend  Messrs.  Allan  and  Beale  visited  Hampton,  and 
weP'hfd-in  bream  and  roach,  41b.  and  2 Jib.  respectively.  Mr.  J. 
stands  had  o show  of  perch  from  the  Aruu. — Fras.  J.  Dale. 

S St  George’s  Angling  Society.-On  July  8 the  following 
wei-hed-in-  Messrs.  Lang,  Dream ; Hill,  dace ; Regardson  roach. 
Oufnext  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  will  take  place  on  July  23,  when 
T hnnp  to  see  a good  muster. — A.  M.  . . . , 

1 St  Jolin’s  Angling'  Society.-The  return  visit  paid  to 
this  society  on  the  mb  was  a decided  success,  seventeen  clubs 
beta-  represented.  The  harmony  was  excellent  We  wish  to 

*%"&&&&£  Angling  Society.-On  July  8 we 

lvid  a nk-e  show  of  fish  : Mr.  A.  Chmnery,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 

G dJ  ,hris  roach  and  dace;  and  Mr.  H.  Chandler^  roach.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  above  club  next  week.— G.  \ 0DNO.  _ 

Seranis  Angling  Society.— 1 am  very  pleased  to  inform 
vou  th  i?  we  had  a good  muster  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
oceas’on  of  Mr  Jardine's  reading.  We  had  a most  enjoyable 
evenin'*.  It  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  give  the  names  of 
all  present,  hut  we  may  mention  that  Air.  C.  Jardine  (from 
America)  showed  us  the  dry  Hy  used  in  fishing  for  bass,  truly  a 
wonderful  fiy .-  Mr.  A.  F.  Dubbin  presided  at  the  piano  while 
Mr  Tkoriey  had  charge  of  the  A.  B.  Box,  and  am  glad  to  say 

U Silver'  Trout  ' Angling  ’ Society. -Most  of  our  members 
were  out  on  J uly  8,  and  several  had  fisb,  but  only  Mr.  Massey 
tbream  perch  and  dace),  Air.  Smales  (roach),  and  Air.  Jacobs 
(dace  the  four  largest  weighing  respectively  lloz.,aoz.,  8oz.,  8oz. 

,?J  Sociable  ' Brothers  Angling  Society  .—On  July  8 the 
foBowhn*  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Oanton,  roach  and  bream; 

T Jones  roach  ; Hart,  bream;  Isaacs,  dace;  Hooper,  bream  and 
roach;  Spencely,  dace;  D.  Marks,  roach  and  bream;  M.  A. 
Marks  bieam  and  roach. — T.  Sayce.  . . , 

South.  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Piscatorials. 
_On  July  V>  we  fl»h  at  Amberley  for  two  half  guineas  and  one 
As  prize.  Two  hon.  members  were  elected  on  1<  rtday  mght. 

A' South  London  Angling  Society.-On  July  8 Mr.  Pyle  had 
7®  ?oz  b°“m  and  roach  (largest  roach  lib.  13oz);  Messrs 
Dartnall,  Boorman,  and  Cantle  had  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  On 
My  15  we  fish  for- two  prizes  at  Pulborough.  One  new  member 
was  elected  on  Wednesday  last.  The  meeting  on  July  18  will  be 
qnpoial  for  revision  of  the  rules. — J.  .1.1'.  . 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next  visit  on 
the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the  St.  Georges  Anglin,,  Society, 
Prince  Of  Wales,  St.  George  s-road,  Peekham,  on  J uly  23  when 
1 trust  to  see  every  society  on  the  list  represented.— AMD.  GO  NX. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.— On  July  8 Mr.  Chamberlin 
weighed-in  roach  and  bream  and  perch;  Rustin,  roach;  Coombs, 
d-H-e-  West  roach;  Woodford,  bream;  H.  Smith,  bream  ; Huxell, 
reach  Bramley,  roach;  Bolding,  roach  and  bream;  Hinds, 
bream ; Khren,  roach;  Hinds,  jun.,  roach  and  bream;  Jolly, 

ljrsundiai'Angling  Society  — Messrs.  Hare  and  Carpenter 
■weighed-in  shows  of  roach  on  the  8th.  On  July  1 ■>  will  be  our 
outing  to  King’s  Langley.  Brake  starts  from  clubhouse  about 

'"United  Brothers,  Deptford.  The  members  of  the  above 

fished  a pegged-down  match,  at  W atenngbuvy , on  July  8,  but  no 
Prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  W.  S Holding  weighed-in  perch ; J.  Steer, 
perch  • II  llichards,  roach.  The  match  will  be  continued  on 
July  15  Our  annual  cold  spread  on  the  8th,  at  Watermgbury, 

^ Waggoners' AngUng'society.— On  the  8th  the  following 

had  fish  - Messrs.  Betts,  barbel ; Birch,  fircam  , Morriug,  bream 
and  roach ; Howson,  bream;  Buss,  J.,  roach  and  bream  The 
prize  left  over  from  Sunday  week  was  won  by  Mr.  Birch.  We 
Q a fair 6 meeting  on  the  10th,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chatr. 


In  order  that  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  be  posted 
to  Subscribers  on  Friday  evening  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  all  communications  intended  for 
publication  should  reach  the  office  by  six  o’clock 
on  Thursday  evenings  (as  much  before  as  possible), 
marked  outside  the  envelopes  “Club  Reports,” 
“ River  Reports,”  ” Correspondence,”  &c. 

Only  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  can  be 
received  on  Friday  mornings. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  half  yearly  meeting  of  the  members  took  place  in 
the  Piscatorial  Saloon  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  presided. 
The  chairman  submitted  the  financial  statement  of  the 
last  half  year,  which  showed  the  receipts  from  sub- 
scriptions and  fees  alone  to  have  been  Alfib  9s.,  this 
being  a larger  amount  than  had  ever  been  raised  during 
any  previous  twelve  months  in  the  existence  of  the 
society,  and,  after  payment  of  all  expenses  up  to  date, 
left  a balance  in  hand  of  ,£33  3s.  7d.,  and  that  in  addition 
to  a reserve  fund  of  a little  over  .£200,  which  still 
remained  intact.  The  financial  position  of  the  society 
was  considered  most  satisfactory,  and  the  accounts  were 
passed  with  enthusiasm.  The  society  had  now  12 J 
members.  The  annual  rental  of  the  private  waters 
belonging  to  the  society  amounted  to  Al8o.  me 
splendid  specimen  of  a New  Zealand  trout  of  1Mb.  y2oz., 
which  had  been  recently  presented  to  the  society  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen,  had  been  preserved,  and  was 
then  exhibited  by  the  chairman  and  much  admired. 
Mr  Edward  Foreman,  in  referring  to  it,  said  it  would 
be  a valuable  addition  to  their  museum,  which  he 
regarded  as  the  best  in  England,  and  they  ought  to  teei 
themselves  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  so 
admirable  a contribution.  , 

A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  warmly  accorded  to  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen.  Mr.  Bridgeman  and  others  related  their 
recent  experiences  in  fishing  in  a very  humorous  manner, 
and  it  was  remarked  since  the  change  of  the  meeting 
night  from  Friday  to  Monday  the  showsof  fish  had  been 
much  greater.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  W . T.  Galloway, 
the  hon.  sec.,  weighed-in  two  trout  from  the  society  s 
water  at  Newbury,  weighing  respectively  71b.  and  41b., 
and  Mr.  de  Conroy  six  dace  weighing  31b.  ljoz ;.,  tne 
largest  dace  9£oz.  It  was  announced  the  summer  dinner 
would  he  held  at  Newbury,  on  Saturday,  July  _b,  and 
the  tickets  five  shillings  each,  for  which  early  applica- 
tion was  necessary,  so  as  to  make  arrangements  tor  a 
saloon  carriage  and  other  matters  of  detail. 


THAMES  ANGLING,  PAST,  PRESENT, 
AND  FUTURE. 

Mu  T CRUMPLKN  read  an  entertaining  paper  on 
Thames  Angling  before  the  Balloon  Society  of  Great 
Britain  on  Tuesday  last,  at  their  new  rooms.  Conduit* 
street.  Regent-street,  W.,  when  Mr.  U.  S.  henmngs 
(hon.  treasurer.  Piscatorial  Society)  occupied  the  chair 
The  paper  dealt  with  tho  Thames  and  Thames  angling 
from  the  earliest  period,  and  was  full  of  information  as 
to  the  river  itself,  and  the  various  enactments  wtiicn 
from  time  to  time  regulated  tho  fishing.  Anecdotes 
were  told,  and  particulars  of  interest  to  anglers,  showing 
the  condition  of  the  river  at  various  periods  adduced, 
the  conclusion  ultimately  arrived  at  being  that  tne 
depletion  complained  of,  and  so  marked  within  recent 
years,  was  now,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  preservation 
societies,  being  arrested,  and  there  was  ground  for  hope 
that  if  they  were  properly  aided  by  the  Conservancy, 
the  Thames  would  soon  become  as  prolific  as  ever,  the 
Rod  Fishing  Bill,  which  would  secure  the  public  the 
right  to  fiHh  in  the  public  parts  of  public  rivers,  and  the 
Conservancy  Bill,  now  before  Parliament,  were  tully 
dealt  with,  and  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
the  reader  at  the  close.  A discussion  followed  the  paper, 
in  which  the  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  H.  Le  Fevre,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Bridgeman,  Captain  Wilson,  Dr.  Godsall,  Dr.  De  Lacy 
Evans,  and  the  Rev.  J.  F.  L.  Nowers  took  part,  a 
resolution  being  afterwards  unanimously  earned,  ex- 
pressing the  desirability  of  there  being  two  branches  ot 
the  Conservancy  Board,  dealing  with  the  upper  and 
lower  portion  of  the  river  respectively.  The  opinion 
was  strongly  expressed  that  the  river  must  be  kept 
unpolluted,  and  the  needful  regulations  as  to  speed  ot 
steam  launches,  the  shutting  up  of  swans  during  the  fash 
spawning  season,  and  other  matters  which  interlere 
seriously  with  the  fish  and  fishing,  attended  to.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  R-  °- 
Fennings  for  presiding,  before  the  meeting  terminated. 


ROUSED  AT  LAST. 

In  the  Rocky  Mountains  one  day  a friend  and  myseit 
came  upon  a little  hotel  near  a crystal  stream.  There 
was  an  old  man  smoking  a pipe  on  a bench  at  the  front 
door.  As  we  approached  my  friend  said  : Now,  there 

is  one  Colorado  fisherman  who  will  believe  any  fish  story 
you’  ve  a mind  to  tell  him.  Just  try  it.”  I walked  up 
to  the  old  man  and  said  : ,, 

“ Splendid  fishing  over  in  that  stream,  eh,  stranger  r 
“ Ye3,  sir ; splendid  fishing.” 

“ I know  it.  I was  up  here  last  summer  and  I got  a 
whopping  trout  on  my  line*  He  broke  it  snap  it two- 
“ Yes  the  trout  do  that  up  there,  the  man  answered 

tbot,  M the 

trout  broke  that  too.”  ,, 

“ Yes,  the  trouts  often  break  ropes  up  here. 

“ Well  then,”  I went  on,  “ I was  decided  to  land  him, 

. . -i  1 * J hi m Alt T. 


well  IUCU,  J-  " i|  i • i-  >> 

and  I got  him  on  a log  chain  and  pulled  him  out 

“ Yes,  log  chains  is  the  only  thing  what  will  pull  the 


THE  SERAPIS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  night  an  intellectual  audience  of  over 
one  hundred  gentlemen  assembled  at  the  Neville  Arms 
Hotel  the  headquarters  of  the  above-named  society  ot 
aneders  where,  in  the  salon  containing  their  museum 
of  unequalled  fine  fish  specimens,  the  Serapis  Society  s 
president,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  read  his  new  paper, 
entitled  ” Rambles  among  Willows  and  Water  Mf  aiows, 
and  alongside  Fish-full  Streams,”  before  his  fellow-mem- 
bers and  their  friends.  The  subject  or  essay  was  most 
interesting,  and  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 
The  reader  described  in  a “ happy  vein  the  pleasures 
of  angling  among  the  lovely  valleys  of  Kent  and  other 
southern  counties,  interspersing  anecdotes  and  incidents 
connected  with  old  squires,  old  anglers,  ancient  water 
mills,  trout  streams,  lakes,  pike  fishing,  and  some 

P°The  meeting  was  most  ably  presided  over  by  Mr  E. 
B Ridgway  (president  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society), 
and  the  vice-chair  was  filled  by  Mr.  G.  Sully  in  his  usual 

urbane  and  pleasant  manner. 

The  salon  was  elegantly  decorated  with  choice  flowers 
hy  Mr.  J.  R.  Chard,  the  eminent  floriculturist.  Mr 
Wm.  Penney,  the  enterprising  and  genial  host,  as  usual 
was  successful  in  arranging  for  the  comfort  of  his  friends 
and  visitors,  for  whom  he  provided  music  and  melody  to 
follow  the  reading  of  Mr.  Jardine’s  essay.  At  an  hour 
past  midnight  “ Auld  Lang  Syne’  was  sung,  which 
terminated  this  very  pleasant  and  successful  assemblage. 


t’°‘UWeU,t  joQhsee,  after  I got  this  big  trout  out  we 

o»r  trout,  up  bore." 
“ So  1 got  a yoke  of  oxen,  put  the  trout  on  the  sledge, 
aud  after  a hard  pull  succeeded  in  getting  him  up  to  the 

Yes  ” said  the  old  man,  without  a smile,  “ a yoke  of 
oxen  with  a sledge  is  the  only  thing  what  can  carry  out 

triUwasPgetting  desperate.  The  old  codger  shouldn  t 
agree  with  me  longer  if  I could  prevent  him 

“ Well,  sir,”  I continued,  we  took  that  trout  and 
turned  him  out  to  pasture  with  the  cattle.” 

“ Yes,”  said  the  old  rascal,  ’ that  s what  we  alius  do 

with  our  trout  up  here.”  , , . , 

“Yes  sir,”  1 urged,  “and  after  he  had  beenamong 
the  cattle  for  about  three  months  he  grew  horns.’ 

“ What!”  and  the  old  man  straightened.  A nsn 
grow  horns  ! ” 

“ Yes,  sir,”  I continued.  . „ , - . 

“ Stranger,”  he  said,  rising  to  his  feet  and  advancing 
towards  me,  “ I believe  that’s  a consarned  untrutfi  . — 

Louisville  Courier- Journal. 


“ A man  I know  named  Hicks  has  on  bis  farm  a 
beautiful  stream.  He  attempted  to  stock  it  with  trmit, 
but  soon  discovered  the  water  was  too  warm.  N t 
discouraged,  he  proceeded  to  cool  the  water.  He 
started  an  ice  factory,  and  every  morning  now  during 
the  summer  he  deposits  ice  in  the  severM  pools.  Well 
sir  it  would  ticxle  you  to  see  them  fash.  When  a 
waggon  draws  us  to  the  pool  the  driver  yells  Ice,  and 
the  fish  come  flying  out  irorn  the  rocks  They  get  upon 
the  ice,  and  carry  on  in  a perfect  flutter  ot  glee,  it 
beats  anything  I ever  saw.  Why  the  fact  ^ is  the  fish 
won’t  bite  for  anybody  but  Hicks.  How  do  you 
account  for  that ? ” “Gratitude.  Whati  Grati- 
tude, I tell  you.  They  know  Hicks.  They  know  how 
much  he  has  done  for  them.  Why,  sir,  he  can  pull  them 

out  as  fast  as  he  can  throw  in.” 


A HUGE  sunfish  was  observed  by  some  boat  anglers 
from  Fowey  a few  days  ago,  apparently  asleep  on  the 
surface  of  the  water.  It  was  computed  to  weigh  close 
upon  half  a ton,  and  to  measure  about  9ft.  in  length  by 
by  4ft.  in  depth. 


Bab  News  from  Africa.— Bad  indeed ! English  blood  spilt. 
English  lives  cut  short.  Fighting  for  the  old  Uag  in  savage 
warfare,  our  brave  countrymen  have  gone  to  then  death.  An 
incident  like  this  makes  ouo  ihink  of  the  thousands  of  European! 
who  have  perished  in  one  part  or  other  ot  the  Breat  Dark  Cpntl 
pent  And  yet  in  Africa,  as  elsewhere,  the  sword  and  spear  havt 
not  wrought  the  greatest  destruction  1 hey  have  elamwd^l 
thousands  of  victims,  but  disease  lias  claimed  its  millions  _ 
Conquer  disease,  and  you  have  cast  down  the  greatest  enemy  ot 
mankind.  No  one  has  done  moro  to  lay  the  tyrant  low  than  Wt 
proprietor  of  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment,  r or  half-a-centur> 
theso  remedies  have  been  successfully  fighting  disease. 
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ONE  OF  THE  FISH  STORIES  THE  WELL- 
KNOWN  COMEDIAN  NEVER  TELLS. 

“ Billy  ” Florence,  the  popular  comedian,  has  told 
many  interesting  stories  of  his  fishing  exploits  on  the 
Restigouche  river,  in  Canada,  and  elsewhere,  but  there 
is  one  experience  about  which  he  maintains  strict  silence, 
and  yet  he  might  make  it  one  of  the  most  amusing  of 
his  yarns. 

I tell  it  now  just  as  it  occurred.  At  the  time  I write 
of,  “ Barney  ” Williams,  the  Irish  comedian,  was  alive 
and  residing  for  the  summer  at  his  beautiful  little  home 
at  Bath,  now  known  as  Bath  Beach,  on  the  lower  hay  of 
New  York.  The  house  and  ample  grounds  were  called 
Kathleen  Villa,  in  honour  of  his  stately  wife.  They  are 
still  known  by  that  name,  although  the  place  years  ago 
was  sold  by  Mrs.  Williams,  and  her  former  charming 
home  is  now  a boarding  house. 

Florence  was  in  the  habit  of  often  running  down  to 
pass  a few  days  with  his  brother-in-law  Barney,  and 
with  his  stunning  summer  suits  always  created  a sensa- 
tion in  that  then  quiet  retreat. 

The  fishing  fever  would  seize  him  as  soon  as  he  | 
caught  sight  of  the  bay,  and  he  was  never  so  happy  as 
when  aboard  a yacht  trolling  for  bluefish  or  with  a drop 
line  hauling  in  the  weakfish,  bass,  and  porgies. 

One  bright  July  morning  Florence  and  I happened  to 
be  lounging  along  the  shore,  when  all  of  a sudden  he 
said  with  emphasis  : 

“ Let’s  go  out  and  catch  a good  mess  for  dinner.” 

I was  nothing  loth,  and  being  well  acquainted  with 
the  people  of  the  place,  acted  as  pilot  in  the  quest  for 
some  11  sea  dog  ” who  would  take  us  out  in  his  yacht. 

We  visited  the  different  huts  along  shore,  but  every 
yacht  in  the  village  was  off  to  the  bluefish  grounds. 


“ Sinoe  we  can’t  get  anything  better,”  said  Florence, 
“ let  us  try  a rowboat.  We  can  have  one  of  these 
fishermen  take  us  out.” 

We  found  just  one  lone  fisherman  who  hadn’t  gotten 
off,  although  he  was  quite  near  it,  being  in  the  act 
of  pushing  off  his  boat  when  our  frantic  halloo 
stopped  him.  The  fellow’s  name,  as  I remember 
it,  was  Francis.  He  was  a gruff  chap.  He 
seemed  to  realise  that  he  had  us  at  a disadvantage.  At 
first  he  wouldn’t  think  of  taking  us,  as  he  needed  the 
boat  for  his  regular  business.  Then,  when  he  had 
yielded  upon  the  promise  of  extra  remuneration,  he 
insisted  that  we  should  row  ourselves.  He  unbended 
again  when  Florence  offered  further  financial  induce- 
ment. After  still  another  bargain  over  tackle  and  bait, 
we  at  last  got  off. 

The  fisherman,  although  he  had  gained  every  point, 
was  still  in  a surly  mood.  Florence  suggested  a certain 
spot  to  anchor,  but  the  boatman  rowed  to  a place  of  his 
own  choice,  and  plump  down  went  the  anchor. 

Well,  we  fished  there  a long  time  with  nary  a nibble, 
except  from  sjome  crabs  and  a few  sunfish,  and  our  sole 
occupation  was  rebaiting  our  denuded  hooks. 

As  he  had  nothing  else  to  do.  the  boatman  took  one  of 
the  lines  for  the  use  of  which  Florence  had  paid,  put  on 
it  bait  the  cost  of  which  also  came  out  of  the  comedian’s 
pocket,  and  joined  us  in  the  sport  without  invitation. 

Florence  chatted  away  in  his  usual  lively  style.  He 
wasn’t  going  to  be  discomfited  by  the  fact  that  he  hadn’t 
brought  a single  fish  to  the  surface.  The  hours 
passed  slowly  by,  and  the  sun  began  to  sink  beneath  the  1 
Staten  Island  hills,  withjnot  one  catch  to  recompense  us. 

“ Great  Scott ! this  will  never  do,”  exclaimed  Florence, 
as  he  wiped  the  perspiration  from  his  brow.  “ We've 
got  to  take  something  home  if  we  have  to  buy  it.” 


As  he  spoke.  Francis  gave  a lunge  at  his  line.  He 
had  something  hooked,  that  was  certain.  It  was  a good 
one,  too,  for  it  made  a great  resistance.  After  a brief 
but  lively  struggle  the  bold  fisherman,  who  hadn’t 
opened  his  mouth  since  wo  anchored,  landed  it.  It  was 
a fine  big  flounder,  weighing  some  five  or  six  pounds. 

“ That’ll  do,”  said  Florence.  11  We’ll  not  bother  with 
the  fish  any  more.  Pull  for  the  shore,  sailor  1 Oh,  pull 
for  the  shore.” 

The  boatman  slowly  hauled  up  the  anchor  and  pulled 
toward  the  beach,  where  he  landed  us  about  6 p.m.,  as 
the  dinner  bell  rang  at  the  Williams  cottage. 

Florence  went  down  in  his  cash  box  and  counted  over 
the  shekels  to  the  boat  owner,  who,  first  making  sure 
that  he  had  every  cent,  began  to  push  his  boat  out  again 
into  the  bay. 

“ COME  BACK,  HE  CRIED  IN  ACCENTS  WILD.” 

“ Hold  on,”  cried  Florence.  “ That  flounder.” 

“ What  flounder?  ” 

“ The  one  we  caught.” 

“ You  didn’t  catch  it,”  saucily  replied  the  fellow, 
“ I caught  it.” 

“But  we  paid  you  for  your  boat,”  said  Florence, 
growing  wrathy. 

“ And  ye  got  it,  didn’t  ye  ? ” 

“ We  paid  you  for  bait?  ” 

“ Well  ye  got  that  too,  didn’t  ye  ? ” 

“ We  paid  for  the  use  of  the  tackle.” 

“ Well,  ye  used  it,  didn’t  ye  ? ” 

“ And  we  paid  you  for  your  services  as  well.” 

“ You  paid  me  to  row  ye  out  and  in,  and  I’ve  done  it. 
You  didn’t  say  anythin’  about  my  fishin’  furyees.  Now 
I caught  that  fish  an’  I’m  going  to  take  it  home.  Bo 

good-by0-” 
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BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  most  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Write  for  “ Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 

Coats,  42/-,  &c. ; K?  Breeches,  30/-,  &c.;  °f  this  and  other 

Gaiters,  lo/0.  Sporting  Specialities. 


IllHMIS 


Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

30,  Haymarket, 

? LONDON. 


LAZE  VYZNWY, 

NORTH  WALES  via  OSWESTRY. 

HEAEEST  STATION — LLANFYLLIN,  CAMBRIAN  RAILWAY. 

650  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

Spinning  and  Trolling  is  allowed  on  the  other  part  of  the  lake  (about  500  acres). 
Good  Rough  Shooting  from  Sept.  1st  by  Day,  Week,  or  Term. 

Apply  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Yyrnwy  Hotel. 
GROUSE  MOORS  TO  LET. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Beat  Shops, 
Abtebian  Well  Water.  Elbotbio  Light  throughout 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6.30  until  8.15. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  &c 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OK  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fis'ing  Ornette.  Land  and  Water , J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter"  says  : “ 1 killed  with  King's 
Bait  39  fish,  which  weighed  2241b.,  many  over  lib,  each."  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. ; postago  extra. 

Avoid  all  imitation*  of  KING’S  “ NATURAL  " (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  bebeguiled  into  bailing  ting 
other , when  told  it  is  the  same,  or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  only , which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERY  ATI  VE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roacn,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commercial-rd.,  E.). 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


LINES  FOR  SEA -FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 


Throw  lines  for  fishing  off  Piers  and  Rocks 
Is.  3d. ; Is.  9d. ; 2s.  3d.  ; 2s.  9d. ; or  Os.  6d. ; post 
■ free. 

Rod  lines  complete.  Smelt,  9d.  ; Is. ; Is.  3d. 
Mullet,  Bass,  Pollack,  or  Codling,  Is.  6d. ; 2s.  3d. 
3s. ; 3s.  6d. ; post  free. 

'•  Mackerel  or  pollack,  for  towing  after  a boat 
: rowing  or  sailing,  Is.  Gd. ; 2s.  9d.  ; 3s, ; 4s. ; 5s. 
post  free.  Larger  for  yachts,  Gs.  6'd. ; 7s.  Gd. ; 9s. 

HEARDER  & SON, 

The  Celebrated  Tackle  Makers, 

PLYMOUTH. 


Established  1770  Highest  Awards  Everywhere. 


WILLIAM  GARDEN, 
Fishing=Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

-A-BERDEEW. 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  THE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 


The  Proprietary  Angling  Association, 

2,  DANE’S  INN,  STRAND. 

VACANCIES  for  a few  more  MEMBERS  for 
the  Private  Waters  of  the  Association  at 
Ifleld  and  West  Drayton.  Terms,  3 guineas  per 
annum,  including  privilege  ticket. 

The  Trout  Waters  at  West  Drayton  are  now 
open.  Apply 

G,  W.  THOMAS,  Secretary. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

IT  A n ITT  T’O  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
J1  AL/lxLito.  Seal’s  Fur.  Pig's  Wool. 

All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 

George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter,,  Cork, 


THE  FISHER’S  FLASK. 


BEST  AND  CHEAPEST 
IN  THE  MARKET. 

To  hold  «.  d. 

2 wine  glasses  1 0 

3 n » 16 

^ a » 2 0 

By  post  6d.  each  extra. 


FISHER,  188,  STRAND. 
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Jingling  ^ftidures. 

July  15.  

Allason  Unitod  : Mutch  ut  WoIhIi  Harp. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Mutch  at  Amhcrloy. 

Clissold  : Prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Outing  to  Amborloy. 

Eldridge’s  Competition  at  Amborloy. 

Highbury:  Outing  to  Selhum. 

Izauk  Walton  : Annual  dinner. 

Jubiloo  : Outing  to  Uxbridge. 

South  Bermondsey  Pisoatorials : Prize  outing  to 

Amborloy. 

South  London  : Match  at  Pulborongh. 

Sundial  : Outing  to  King’s  Langley. 

Unitod  Brothers  : Match  at  Watoringbury. 

July  16. 

North  London  : Visit. 

Park  : Benefit  concert. 

July  17. 

Good  Intent : Visit. 

July  19. 

Wonlock  : Distribution. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

July  22. — Amioable  Brothers  : Dinner. 

,,  22. — Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Amborley. 

,,  22. — Amicable  Waltonians  : Outing  to  Dagenham. 

„ 22. — Bomore  : Match  at  Slongh  Canal. 

,,  22. — Cobden  : Matoh. 

„ 22. — Lady  of  the  Lake:  Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 

,,  22. — Prince  of  Wales : Match  at  Langley. 

,,  22. — Walbam  Green  : Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

,,  22. — Walthamstow  Brothers  : Outing  to  St.  Mar- 

garet’s. 

„ 23. — St.  George’s  : Visit. 

,,  25. — Greenwich  : Summer  outing  to  Wateringbury . 

„ 2(3. — T.A.P.S. : Summer  river  trip. 

„ 29. — Blackfriars  : Dinner  and  outing  to  Water- 

ingbury. 

,,  29. — Brompton  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  29. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner  at  Enfield. 

,,  29.— Royal  George  : Outing  to  Cookham. 

„ 29. — St.  John’s  : Match  at  Wade’s  Mill. 

,,  30. — Hull  Times  £50  competition  at  Brigg  (on  the 

Ancholme). 

„ 31. — Odds  and  Evens  : Annual  supper. 

Aug.  1. — Epsom  : Excursion  to  Amberley. 


goUtngs  bp  tfye  iSap. 

Coln  anglers  will  hear  with  deep  regret  of  the  death 
of  the  kind-hearted  and  genial  proprietor  of  the  Bull 
Hotel,  Fairford  (Mr.  Thos.  Chard),  after  a very  brief 
illness,  leaving  a young  widow,  a widowed  mother,  and 
a large  circle  of  friends  and  relatives  to  mourn  his  loss. 

******* 

A member  of  the  Park  Angling  Society  on  July  8 
“ came  across  a nice  little  lot  of  night  lines,  leads  and 
all,  at  Coventry’s  water,  Seawardstone.  The  owner 
may  have  the  same  by  applying  any  Tuesday  night  to 
one  of  the  bon.  bailiffs  of  the  society,  Park  Hotel,  Park- 
lane,  Tottenham.” 

******* 

Those  of  our  readers  who  are  adepts  at  photography 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  an  exhibition  of  all  matters 
connected  with  this  most  fascinating  art  will  be  opened 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster,  in  September 
next.  The  programme  at  the  Aquarium  is  very  strong 
just  at  present,  and  owing  to  the  construction  of  the 
building  this  popular  place  of  amusement  is  one  of  the 
coolest  buildings  in  London. 

*******. 

Fly-fishing,  says  “ Red  Palmer,”  may  be  considered 
one  of  the  best  of  sports,  because  it  can  be  followed 
late  in  life.  Most  devotees  of  sport,  when  the  nerves 
become  shaky  and  the  eyes  grow  dim,  must  content 
themselves  with  thinking  or  talking  of  what  they  did 
in  their  youth.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  fly-fisher.  He 
can  still  throw  a fly  and  play  a trout,  better  perhaps  than 
in  his  youth,  because  of  his  greater  experience  : and 
when  in  the  downhill  of  life  he  looks  back  on  the  hopes 
and  anticipations  of  his  boyhood  days,  it  must  be  grati- 
fying to  feel  that  the  time  spent  among  the  beauties  of 
Nature,  in  exercising  the  angler’s  art,  has  been  the  most 
enjoyable  part  of  his  life. 

******* 

Mr.  Edward  Wheatley,  who  now  ably  fills  the  post 
of  secretary  to  the  Highbury  Angling  Society,  so  long 
held  by  his  late  much-respected  father,  ‘‘  Daddy” 
Wheatley,  has  sent,  in  the  form  of  a club  report,  a 
note  of  some  exceptionally  fine  takes  of  roach  and 
tench  by  his  members  during  the  past  week. 
One  roach  weighed  21b.  out  of  a total  of  seventeen, 
weighing  together  241b.  ; and  a tench  of  31b.  9oz.  was 
among  a total  catch  of  roach  and  tench  weighing  371b. 

******* 
“Cap’nCod”  this  week  has  a very  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  varieties  of  names  given  to  sea  fish,  some 
of  which  are  certainly  very  puzzling  ; so  also  are  some 
of  the  local  fishing  terms.  The  angling  writer  of  the 
Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,  was  recently  asked  whether  he 
had  ever  caught  a trout  on  a “ bob-droppit,”  and  says  : 
“ It  reminds  ms  of  the  editor  of  an  agricultural  paper 
who,  having  received  an  inquiry  from  a farmer,  “ Have 
you  ever  tried  potatoes  on  guano!  ” replied,  “Yes,  lots 
of  times,  but  we  prefer  them  boiled  with  their  jackets  on 
or  mashed  in  the  ordinary  way.”  There  is  only  one 
thirg  I don’t  know,  and  my  correspondent  haB  dropped 
on  that  weak  spot.  I could  not  tell  a “bob-droppit” 


from  a Dutch  oven,  and  for  aught  I could  prove  to  the 
contrary  it  might  lie  a wooden  monkey  with  its  whiskers 
singed.  I may  have  caught  trout  on  a “ bob-droppit,  ’ 
but  I should  not  like  to  think  1 had.  I call  to  mind  an 
inoident  that  happened  in  the  parlour  of  an  inn  much 
frequented  by  boat  fishermen  on  the  banks  of  the  Ouse. 

A brother  of  the  paste  and  quill  was  loudly  bemoaning 
his  ill-success  that  day  among  the  roach. 

• ••***• 

“ You  should  have  ground-baited  with  a wally,” 
growled  one  of  the  company  critically.  “ It  wouldn’t 
ha’  made  no  difference  if  I’d  ground-baited  with  a corn 
mill  and  a butcher’s  shop.  The  fish  wore  dead  off  the 
food,”  the  rodster  persisted.  “ I toll  you,  you  onght  to 
have  ground-baited  with  a wally,”  reiterated  the  other. 

“ I’ve  taken  stones  of  roach  that  way  when  I couldn’t 
get  a touch  any  other  ! ” And  the  discussion  waxed  hot 
and  strong,  and  lasted  till  the  critic  rose  to  go.  I 
followed  him  into  the  passage  determined  not  to  let  him 
leave  the  hostel  until  I had  wormed  out  of  him  the  price- 
less information.  “ Look  here,”  I begun,  button-holing 
him  at  the  door,  “ what’s  a wally  P”  He  looked  me  up 
and  down  with  contemptuous  pity  for  my  crass  igno- 
ranco,  and  jerking  himself  loose,  replied  sarcastically, 

“ A ‘ mug’s  ’ head  stuffed  with  sage  and  onions ! ” 
******* 
Uncertainty’s  the  greatest  charm 
Of  fishing,  some  men  say  : 

It  may  be,  but  I sometimes  think 
It’s  quite  the  other  way. 

For  instance,  when  my  ledger  lies 
Where  barbel  congregate, 

I feel  a bite,  of  course  I think 
A barbel’s  at  my  bait. 

But,  oh,  no,  it’s  nothing  but  an  eel, 

A slimy,  slippery,  wriggling,  beastly  eel. 

The  gut  in  knots  he’s  tied, 

And  the  hook  is  bang  inside — 

How  I wish  it  hadn’t  been  an  eel ! 

Again,  a nest  of  wasps  I’ve  stormed, 

And  grubs  in  plenty  got. 

They’re  fat  and  white,  a trifle  soft, 

But  still  a splendid  lot. 

“ The  largest  roach  that  swims  the  stream 
Has  swallowed  with  a will 
That  dainty  grub,  I’m  sure,”  I say, 

As  under  goes  my  quill. 

But,  oh,  no,  &c. 

Perhaps  again  I rise  at  dawn 
A-breaming  for  to  go, 

And  after  waiting  patiently 
Begin  to  find  it  slow. 

At  last  a bite  ! You  never  know 
How  big  a bream  may  be. 

A monster,  61b.  odd— well,  there, 

We’d  better  wait  and  see. 

But,  oh,  no,  &c. 

I’ve  baited  with  a nice  red  worm  ; 

A nibble  stirs  the  float. 

I’d  like  to  see  a 41b.  perch 
Lie  gasping  in  the  boat. 

A tench  I wouldn’t  mind,  a carp 
Would  give  one  lots  of  fun. 

A dace,  a chub,  a roach  or  rudd? 

Why  not  a speckled  one  ? 

But,  oh,  no,  &c. 

But  still  I own  that  there  would  be 
In  fishing  little  sport, 

If  what  would  figure  in  the  creel 
One  knew  before  it’s  caught ; 

And  when  I see  my  bobbing  float 
I’m  quite  content  to  wait 
To  see  what  kind  and  size  of  fish 
Is  meddling  with  the  bait. 

But  I hope  it’s  something  not  an  eel, 

A slimy,  slippery,  wriggling,  beastly  eel. 

The  gut  in  knots  to  tie 
He  is  sure  to  have  a try, 

And  the  hook  he’ll  swallow,  will  an  eel. 

C.  G.  D. 

* * * * * * * 

An  admirably  written  article  in  a contemporary  on 
“ Compleat  Anglers  ” (in  which  a glowing  description  of 
the  beautiful  scenery  to  be  found  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  is  given)  contains  the  following,  not  very  com- 
plimentary, passage : . . . “The  banks  are  thickly 

fringed  with  wild  roses,  their  beautiful  snow-white 
petals  falling  singly  like  tears  into  the  smooth  brimful 
river.  A small  boy  is  fishing  at  one  corner.  ‘Caught 
anything  ? ’ The  boy  smiles  at  the  evident  ignorance  of 
the  question,  and  replies  ‘ Nothing.’  ‘ Is  there  any- 
thing to  catch  f ’ He  smiles  again,  drops  his  worm  a 
little  farther  out,  and  answers,  ‘ Can’t  say  ; I dunno  ! ’ 
That  is  the  true  spirit  of  the  Thames  angler  ; he  has 
never  caught  anything,  he  has  never  seen  any  one  catch 
anything,  but  he  continues  to  fish,  and  is  perfectly 
happy  in  the  joys  of  anticipation.  ‘ Blessed  is  he  that 
expecteth  nothing,  for  he  shall  not  be  disappointed  ; ’ but 
the  Thames  angler  expects  much,  gets  nothing,  and  yet 
is  so  entirely  superior  a being  that  he  is  not  dis- 
appointed.” 

******* 

The  first  competition  this  season  in  connection  with 
the  well-known  and  much-appreciated  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  excursions  will  take  place  to  Amberley  on 
July  15  (full  particulars  of  which  appear  elsewhero). 
Those  who  wish  to  spend  “ a happy  day,”  and,  for  the 
outlay  of  an  extra  (id.,  may  care  to  onter  the  lists  with 
the  prospect  of  winning  a prize,  must  not  forgot  that,  to 
give  a long  day  in  the  country,  Mr.  Eldridge  dispatches 


his  fimt  long  train  at  five  minutes  to  seven  (rather  early 
for  some  of  ns)  and  the  second  shortly  after.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport,  as  the  water  should  be  in 
fair  condition,  and  wo  may  confidently  look  forward  to 
some  grand  sport  being  recorded.  Messrs.  Patterson 
(the  photographers)  will  be  in  attendance. 

• • • * • • • 

Mr.  Wm.  Kino,  writing  from  Bellvue-road,  Ipswich, 
says:  “That  at  the  request  of  numerous , leading 
anglers,  I am  now  sending  ont  my  ‘ Natural  ’ (Paste) 
Bait  coloured  pink,  as  well  as  the  usual  white,  and  which 
may  be  obtained  through  all  the  usual  channels.”  This 
should  he  welcome  news  to  many  who  use  coloured 
pastes,  for  admirable  as  is  King’s  “Natural”  White 
Paste,  Mr.  Conn,  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  and 
many  other  eminent  London  anglers  can  testify  to  the 
efficacy  of  “ abitof  pink.”  There  will  be  no  necessity  for 
including  red  ochre  in  the  miniature  doctor  s shop 
which  moat  bottom  fishermen  carry  with  them,  nor 
would  there  bo  so  great  a demand  for  saffron  if  Mr.  King 
could  see  his  way  to  supply  “ yellow  ” paste  as  well  as 
pink,  for  many  splendid  fish  have  succumbed  to  a bit 
of  yellow.” 

* * * * * * * 

The  ancient  Parliament  of  Man,  the  oldest  legislature 
in  the  world,  the  Manxman’s  noble  inheritance  from  his 
Norse  ancestors,  met,  according  to  the  custom  of  a 
thousand  years  or  more,  on  Tynwald  Hill  on  Thursday 
last — Old  Midsummer  Day.  The  weather  was  warm  and 
sunny,  and  the  ancient  ceremonial  was  witnessed  by 
many  thousands  of  people,  among  whom  visitors  formed 
a considerable  proportion.  The  proceedings  commenced 
with  service  in  the  St.  John’s  Chapel,  after  which  the 
Governor,  Bishop,  Council,  and  Keys  walked  in  proces- 
sion to  the  Mount  of  Laws,  over  a pathway  strewn  with 
rushes.  From  the  hill-top  various  Acts  of  the  Legislature 
were  promulgated  in  the  Manx  and  English  tongues. 
On  the  return  of  the  Council  and  Keys  to  the  Chapel, 
Sir  West  Ridgeway  submitted  a loyal  address  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  Queen  on  the  Royal  birth.  The 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Keys  endorsed  the  resolution, 
which  was  heartily  adopted.  Various  measures  affect- 
ing the  administration  of  the  Island  were  dealt  with. 
Meanwhile,  on  the  hill  itself,  where  the  Tynwald  Fair 
was  being  held,  there  were  the  usual  bands  of  music  and 


general  rejoicings. 

» * * * * * * . 

Provincial  magazines  are  few,  but  there  is  no 
reason  why  a magazine  dedicated  to  local  interests 
should  not  find  its  way  into  many  a home  in  which  the 
popular  London  periodicals  are,  perhaps,  rarely  ever 
seen.  Such  a publication  has  just  been  started  in  Bath. 
It  is  called  the  Great  Western  Magazine,  and  the  dis- 
trict it  is  proposed  to  cover  includes  the  important 
cities  and  towns  of  Bristol,  Clifton,  Gloucester,  Chelten- 
ham, Devizes,  Swindon,  Chippenham— in  short,  as  the 
title  implies,  a very  large  area  of  the  Western  Counties. 
It  may  be  predicted  that  such  a magazine  will  have  its 
best  chance  in  the  innumerable  outlying  hamlets,  where 
periodical  literature  is  scarce,  and  where  the  sole  book- 
seller and  newsagent  is  usually  the  venerable  village 
chandler.  The  first  number  of  the  Great  Western 
Magazine  is  handsomely  got  up,  brightly  written,  and 
stored  with  good  articles  and  stories.  It  is  published  in 
Bath  at  the  office,  13,  Northumberland-place,  consists 
of  upwards  of  50  pp.  octavo,  and  the  price  is  sixpence 
monthly.  A few  illustrations  would  go  far  to  enhance 
the  attractiveness  of  the  little  venture. 

******* 

On  July  8 fifty-two  anglers  competed  at  Enfield 
Lock  for  the  forty-five  prizes  left  over  from  July  1 (on 
which  occasion  16  prizes  were  taken).  But  the  Lea  at 
Enfield  Lock  on  the  8th  was  not  able  to  allow  of  more 
than  five  prizes  to  be  taken— the  first  with  15oz.  of  fish, 
and  the  fifth  with  2oz.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Malby) 
recently  remarked  that  the  Committee  would  decide  what 
should  become  of  the  prizes  left  over,  and  suggested  that 
the  Committee  should  attend  for  that  purpose.  There  will 
be  a meeting  to-night  (Friday)  at  the  Fore-ters  Hall, 
as  “ one  of  the  Committee,  there  will  be  present 


PRICE 


Carriage 
Paid  6d.  e:; 


Ashford’s  Clubs. 

With  SEWN  LEATHER  Handles 

.Covered  with  Buffed  Cow  Hide. 


A practical  improvement 
to  a very  important 
part  of  the  Club. 


The  finish  of  our 
Clubs  Is  superior 
to  any  in  the 
Market. 


ESSEX  & KENT  STREETS.  BIRMINGHAM- 
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anderson.anderson&anderson. 

37  QUEEN  VICT  OR! A SI  L ON  DON,  £.  C. 
DIRECTIONS  FOR  REPAIRINC  WAOCRS  , 
lR.E!'V’WITDFWADERlimotoEsj 


GOLD  MEDAL 

WATERPROOFS 


FOR 


The  River,  Loch,  or  Sea. 


GOLD  MEDAL 


THE  “ BREADALBANE ’ 
WATERPROOF 
SHOOTING  and  GOLFING 
COSTUME. 

Consisting  of  Cape 
and  Kilt. 

Light  and  durable. 
Enables  the  Sports- 
man to  shoot  with 
ease,  walk  any  dis- 
tance with  ease,  and, 
above  all,  keep  per- 
fectly dry. 


Ent.  Sta.  Hall,  Andersons’,  London. 


Andersons’ 

Repairing 

Box. 

Containing 
Materials  and 
Directions  for 
EEPAIR1NG 
WADERS, 
Price  2s. 

No  Angler  should 
be  without  one 
when  on  a Fish- 
ing Tour. 


THE  “GUINEA” 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING 
JACKET. 

A marvel  of  cheap- 
ness. Light  yet 
strong,  well  ven- 
tilated, and  can 
be  shortened  for 
deep  wading. 


ANDERSONS’ 
CELEBRATED  LIGHT- 
WEIGHT WADERS. 

With  double  feet  Stock- 
ings or  Trousers. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 
From  I3s.  6d.  per  pair. 

FISHING  TROUSERS. 
From  24s.  6d.  per  pair. 


The 

“ CHOLMONDELEY- 
PENNELL” 
OVER  - KNEE 

WADERS. 

A very  Light  Com- 
bination Wader, 
reaching  just  over 
the  knee,  for  Stream 
Pishing,  Water  Mea- 
dow and  Boat  Work. 
Highly  recommended 
in  the  Badminton 


M?  Pennell’S  RecS 


T ..  m-  rt.iNiic.LL  s ntt— 

Library  of  Sport.  ovck-Knzu  Wader. 


Well  Ventilated 

WATERPROOF  HATS, 

6s.  6s.  & 7s.  6d.  each. 

The 

“OSBORNE” 

OILSKINS 
for 

YACHTING, 

k. 

Exceptionally 
light,  yet  strong, 
will  keep  out  all 
weathers. 

For  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen. 


ANDERSONS’ 
Pure  Rubber, 
leather  Lined 

FISHING 

Sc 

SHOOTING 


They  give 
Excellent 
Wear. 


BOOTS. 

KNEE  or  THIGH 


EUT.  STA.  HALL.  ANCERSONS’ LON  JON. 


BROGUES, 

BOOTS  k COATS 


The  Celebrated 

“ BUCKLAND ” 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING 
and 

SHOOTING 

JACKETS. 

The  “ Buckland  ” is 
thoroughly  ventilated, 
can  be  shortened  for 
wading  with  Trousers, 
has  improved  inner 
elastic  cuffs  and  storm 
fly,  roomy  pockets  for 
fly  - books,  &c.  Also 
made  in  a long  coat 
form,  for  Walking, 
Riding,  Boat  and  Bank 
Fishing,  &c. 


GOLD 
MEDAL 
BROGUES, 
21s.  & 25s. 

PER  PAIR. 

Rubber 
Brogues 
from  9s.  6d. 

PER  PAIR. 


Double  Seated 
Waterproof 
OVERALL 

TROUSERS, 
for 

Boat  Fishing,  &c. 
With  proof  flap  be- 
hind the  f/y  front, 
thus  affording  com- 
plete protection  fore 
and  aft. 

21s.  per  pair. 


Ent.  Sta.  Hall,  Andersons’,  London. 


ANDERSONS’ 

INDIARUBBER  BOOTS, 

LONG  THIGH, 

21a.  and  23s.  9d. 

NAPOLEONS, 

18s.  9d.  and  21a.  6d. 
WELLINGTONS, 

16s.  9L  and  19a.  6d. 
HALF  WELLINGTONS, 
15a.  6d. 

Le8S  5 per  cent,  cash  disco  ant. 


OULY 


ANDERSON,  ANDEESON,  & ANDEESON,  Ltd. 


The  Waterproof  Manufacturers, 

- 37  - 

Queen  Victoria  St., 

LONDON,  E.C. 
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provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  tho  monthly  mooting  of  the  committoo  of  tho 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  on  July  5,  tho 
balance-sheet  and  auditorH’  report  woro  roceivod  and 
adopted.  Tho  number  of  membore  paid  upon  by  the 
HOciotioH  was  3229,  and  tho  sum  of  £30  7h.  9d.  was 
carried  forward  to  tho  general  fund.  A complaint  was 
lodged  against  tho  Sooiablo  Club  for  holding  thoir 
mootings  at  a place  other  than  thoir  registered  elub- 
liouso.  Tho  removal  of  tho  St.  Paul’s  Society  without 
the  sanction  of  tho  committee,  resulted  in  the  club  being 
fined  one  guinea,  and  thoy  woro  ordered  to  find  a suit- 
able plaee  near  to  thoir  old  clubhouse.  The  annual 
contest  business  was  noxt  taken,  when,  after  the  cor- 
respondence had  been  road,  the  secretary  was  instructed 
to  write  Mr.  J.  Wood,  of  Twyning  Fleet,  asking  for  a 
guarantee  freeing  the  association  from  all  responsibility 
in  the  matter  of  fishing  their  annual  contest  at  tho  place 
mentioned.  A resolution  was  proposed  and  seconded 
that  the  sum  of  £35  be  taken  from  the  association’s 
funds  for  the  purchasing  of  prizes  ; an  amendment  was 
also  proposed  and  seconded  that  tho  sum  of  £30  be 
taken  from  the  funds  for  the  purchasing  of  prizes,  and 
that  the  entrance  fee  to  the  contest  be  Is.  each,  and 
that  fid.  out  of  each  entrance  fee  go  towards  the 
purchasing  of  prizes.  Both  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment  will  be  placed  before  a special  general 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next. 
A vacancy  has  been  caused  in  the  Birmingham  com- 
mittee through  Mr.  John  Lee  being  called  away  to 
Brighton  on  business.  He  will  be  greatly  missed.  The 
contest  promoted  by  the  Bellbarn  Club  for  money 
prizes  came  off  at  Pershore  on  Monday  last.  Thirty- 
five  members  took  part.  Mr.  T.  Williams,  £7  7s.,  first ; 
Mr.  C.  Bowler,  Birmingham,  .£3,  second ; Mr.  Clem 
Wainwright,  Birmingham,  £2  ; Mr.  T.  Somerfield,  Wol- 
verhampton, ,£1 10s. ; and  Mr.  J.  Bates,  Crewe,  £21.  The 
canal  at  Brearley  and  Wilmcote  is  now  partly  cleared 
from  weeds.  The  Brookfields  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Tuesday  evening  last,  upon  which  occasion  the  prizes 
won  in  the  last  contest  were  distributed. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  angling  prospects  have  been  greatly  improved  in 
the  Fen  district  by  the  splendid  rain  which  fell  through- 
out the  whole  of  Tuesday  night.  The  rivers  and  drains 


had  got  very  low  and  clear,  and  roach  fishing  was  at  a I 
discount.  The  waters  have  now  a little  colonr  in  them, 
and  on  Wednesday  all  kinds  of  fish  were  biting  bettor  1 
than  they  have  done  for  some  time.  Weed  cutting  on 
the  Forty-foot  progresses  very  slowly,  and  visitors  to 
the  distriot  have  done  very  little  on  this  river  at  present. 
One  of  tho  most  successful  eel-anglers  has  been  Mr. 
Johnson,  who  has  avoraged  more  than  half  a stone  of 
fish  ovory  time  ho  has  been  out.  Roach  are  now  coming 
on  rapidly,  and  I hear  of  two  or  throe  being  taken 
weighing  upwards  of  lib.  each.  Bream  are  also  offering 
good  sport  on  the  Witham  and  adjacent  drains. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  tho  River  Hull  our  fly-fishers  are  having  fair  sport, 
a fow  good  fish  have  been  taken  during  tho  week,  and  in 
the  lower  portion  of  the  river  the  bottom  fishers  are 
doing  well.  On  Saturday  last  the  River  Hull  A.S.  held 
their  open  match  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  B.  Whitehead, 
when  over  300  anglers  entered.  The  first  prize  was 
taken  with  bream  of  lib.  8oz.  The  Hull  Town  A.S.  held 
their  second  match  of  the  season  at  Brandy  Wath  on  the 
River  Ancholme  (Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson  took  tho  first 
prize  with  31b.  6oz.),  and  the  Albert  A.S.  fished  their 
third  match  of  the  season  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  at  Newport,  Mr.  J.  Fawcett  taking  first  prize 
with  lib.  6oz.  On  July  1G  the  Navigation  A.S.  will 
fish  their  third  match  of  the  season  at  Newport  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  on  the  18th  the  Universal 
Angling  Association  have  arranged  to  fish  their  second 
match  of  the  season.  On  July  21  the  Alexandra  A.S. 
will  have  an  excursion  to  Ferriby  Sluice.  On  Monday, 
August  6,  the  Pacific  A.S.  will  hold  their  third  match  of 
tho  season  at  Brigg  on  the  River  Ancholme,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Victoria  Arms  A.S.  will  fish  their  second 
match  at  Newport  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and 
on  the  same  day  the  Excelsior  A.S.  will  journey  to 
Brigham,  near  Driffield,  to  hold  their  third  match  on  the 
River  Hull,  and  the  Albert  A.S.  will  fish  their  third 
match  of  the  season  on  August  6,  at  Thoresby  Bridge' 
on  the  River  Ludd. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  roach  fishing  match  between  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
King  ended  in  a fizzle.  Peak  Forrest  Canal  was 

I the  venue,  and  after  struggling  for  four  hours,  both 
men  were  absolutely  without  fish.  Matches  for  money 
are  always  unsatisfactory,  and  never  do  our  sport  any 
good,  but  if  they  must  take  place,  care  should  be  taken 
for  the  event  to  be  decided  where  skill  may  have  a 


chance  of  killing  fish,  and  not  wasting  good  time  and 
bait.  The  executive  of  tho  Manchester  Centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers  have  just  obtained  still  further  rail- 
way privileges  from  the  Midland  Railway  Company. 
For  the  future,  tickets  at  3s.  will  be  issued  from  Man- 
chester Central , Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  Witbington,  and 
Didsbury,  to  Barnford,  on  the  Dove  and  Chinloy  lino, 
thus  enabling  anglers  to  visit  the  Derwent  at  Ashopton. 
Tho  prize  winners  in  theTyldosley  match  are  as  follows  : 
first,  B.  Grundy  ; second,  J.  Birtle ; third,  J.  Mort,  and 
R.  Pearson;  fished  at  Astley  on  the  7th.  'i  be  first 
match  of  the  New  Islington  Society  was  fished  at 
Worsley  on  the  7th,  result:  first,  Geo.  Whittingharn  ; 
second,  Joseph  Mackey;  third,  William  Hicks;  fourth, 
Robert  Blease  ; fifth,  Charles  Whitehurst ; sixth,  Robert 
Lancaster.  The  first  prize  winner  is  a popular  man, 
and  this  success  will  be  very  welcome  news  to  his 
1 friends.  A roach  of  lloz.  was  weighed-in  by  a member. 
The  Seedley  Anglers  bavo  arranged  for  a match  at 
Boothstown  on  the  21st.  Sea  fishing  is  likely  to  attract 
Lancashire  men  to  Blackpool,  for  lately  fish  have  been 
taken  freely,  codlings  and  mackerel  predominating. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

A meeting  of  the  Conservancy  Board  was  held  last 
Saturday  at  Lancaster.  It  appears  that  a large  number 
of  voung  trout — 2500  in  all — have  been  placed  in  the 
river,  and  that  a similar  number  are  to  be  added  to 
them  in  the  early  spring  of  next  year.  During  the 
month  forty-two  pike  were  killed,  making  a total  of 
100  during  the  winter.  In  addition  the  weeds  in  the 
backwaters  were  raked  up,  and  by  this  means  a great 
amount  of  spawn  and  many  young  pike  were  destroyed. 
It  is  intended  next  year  to  repeat  the  operation.  It  was 
stated  at  the  meeting  that  the  river  was  well  stocked 
with  trout,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  when  netting 
for  pike,  they  got  a sackful  of  trout  at  one  shot.  Mort 
are  now  running,  and  salmon  have  been  reported  as 
high  up  the  river  as  Sedburgh.  Sport  is  improving  in 
the  Lune  and  its  tributaries,  but  angling  in  the  canal 
for  coarse  fish  does  not  seem  yet  to  be  attended  with  any 
great  measure  of  success. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  showers  that  we  have  had  have  been  beneficial  to 
sport,  which  has  continued  to  be  most  satisfactory.  The 
quantity  of  rain  that  has  fallen  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
cause  a rise,  but  has  helped  to  put  some  colour  in  the 
water,  and  has  thus  rendered  fishing  much  more  prac- 
ticable. Anglers  at  the  home  society’s  stretch  have 


The  MOSCROP  'ESI 


REDUCED  PRICES 
FOR  1804. 


SENT  ON  APPROVAL  J-  B.  MOSCROP, 
ON  RECEIPT  OF  P.0.  25,  MARKET  PLACE, 

MANCHESTER. 


Advantages  of  the  Reel. 


No  Screws,  taken  to  pieces  by  the  fingers  alone 
in  ten  seconds. 

Only  one  plate  on  handle  side,  no  liability  to 
a host  of  mishaps. 

Holds  line  to  (nearly)  full  diameter. 

Is  ventilated.  Has  adjustable  drag. 

Strength.  Simplicity— in  case  of  accident  can 
get  at  the  damage. 

REFERENCES. 

F.  M.  BLAND Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 

O.  F.  BRENAN Spring  Gardens,  Manchester. 

J.  BDSHBY Frankby,  near  Birkenhead. 

R.  O.  SMITH Oxf  and  Cambs.  Club,  Pall  Mall. 

T.  S.  TURNBULL Fountain-st.,  Manchester. 

GIBSON  DYSON. ..Rutherford,  Roxburghshire. 
L.  W SCOTFORD  Cheltenham. 


Disadvantages  of  Ordinary  Reel. 


Screws  getting  loose,  tedious  work  of  taking 
to  pieces. 

Plates  becoming  bent,  sand  getting  in,  rivet 
of  handle  pin  rubbing  against  inner  plate, 
causing  unequal  drag. 

Holds  line  only  to  cross  bars. 

The  complicated  parts  make  it  liable  to  get 
out  of  order. 


PRICES  FOR  1894. 

Without  Drag.  With  Drag.  Weight. 


2$  Inches  .... 

. 12/6  .. 

,.  5 ounces. 

3 „ .... 

..  12/-  .. 

. 14/6  . 

..  7 „ 

34  „ ... 

. 17/6  ., 

..  10  „ 

4 

,.  21/-  . 

..  15  „ 

4*  

..  25/-  . 

..  22  .. 

TRODT  FISHING  in  NORWAY. 

APPLY— 

AASERALS  TOURIST  HOTEL  & SANATORIUM, 

MANDAL  (NORWAY). 

C.  &c  IR,.  BROOKS’ 

FAR-FAMED  FITTED  LINES,  READY  FOR  USE,  FOR  BASS,  POLLACK,  AND 
MACKEREL,  ORIGINAL  SPINNER. 

Inventors  of  the  Doublo  Twist,  Bed,  Black,  and  Grey. 

Yachts  Fitted  with  Trawls,  Trammels,  and  evert  Requisite. 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTORY,  ST0NEH0USE. 

BRANCH-62,  SOUTH-SIDE  STREET,  PLYMOUTH. 

THE  DERBYSHIRE  DERWENT. 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS  AT  THE 

GREYHOUND  HOTEL,  CR0MF0RD. 

Close  to  that  portion  of  tho  Matlock  and  Cromford  Water  on  which  the  Fly  only  is 
allowed,  and  near  to  tho  “ bonnio  bircliwood  stream.”  Information  and  tickets  can 
bo  obtained  from  MATTHEW  HILL,  Proprietor. 


DAVID  SLATER  & Co.,  Newark-on-Trent, 

wholesale,  retail,  and  export  fishing 

TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 


Largest  manufacturers  of  Nottingham  Rods  and  Reels  in  the  World. 

Only  makers  of  Slater's  celebrated  Patent  Combination  Reel,  in  Wood, 
Ebonite,  or  Metal. 

The  “ Fly-fisher's  Winch  ” (Registered),  the  most  perfect  Trout  Winch  made, 
10s  Gd.  and  12  8.  Gd. 

Slater’s  " New  Style”  Gun  Metal  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels  are  the  lightest 
made  and  of  the  best  quality. 

The  "Newark  Perfection  Rod,”  East  India  Cane,  built  handle,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  two  tors,  from  0ft.  to  12ft.,  from  21s.,  stands  unrivalled  for  all 
kinds  of  bottom  fishing  or  trout  spinning. 

Slater's  A l Champion  Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Fly  Rods,  with  or 
without  Cork  Handleh,  from  21s.  to  52s. 

Speciality.— Slater’s  15s.  Greenheart  Trout  Fly  Rod,  equal  to  any  guinea 
Rod  in  the  Market. 

- , Any  kind  of  Rods  or  Reels  made  to  order  on  the  shortest  notice  to 

G Customers'  own  Patterns.  Price  Lists  free  on  application. 


THE  ROSSES  FISHERY, DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL 

WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

THIS  FISHING  comprises  over  one  hundred  Lakes.  In  all  these  there  are  an  abundance  of 
Brown  Trout.  Seven  or  eight  of  the  largest  Lakes  are  full  of  White  Trout.  At  the  propor 
season,  from  ‘20th  July  to  end  of  September,  White  Trout  are  caught  up  to  fill),  and  over.  Twenty- 
six  miles  from  Letterkenny  and  Stranorlar  Stations.  A Mail  Oar  at  very  moderate  fares  runs  to 
and  from  the  latter  station  daily.  There  is  vory  comfortable  accommodation  to  bo  had  In  tho  town 
of  Dungloo. 

Terms-30/-  per  month ; lO/-  per  week  per  rod. 

TEN  BOATS  ON  THE  LAKES ; 6/-  PER  DAY,  MAN  AND  BOAT. 

Tho  Soa  Fishing  Is  excollont,  and  there  Is  good  Soal  and  Rook  Pigeon  Shooting. 


Foil  FCJIITHIEII  PAKTIUULARS  AlTLY  TO 

Mr.  HANLON,  C.P.S.,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 
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ohiefly  confined  their  efforts  to  the  roaob,  which  are  now 
in  fine  condition  and  daily  show  improved  sport. 
Immense  quantities  of  this  species  are  to  be  found  near 
the  weirs,  and  those  anglers  who  have  used  paste  at 
these  spots  have  done  well.  A great  many  of  the  holiday 
class  of  anglers  have  been  paying  attention  to  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  L A.S.  waters  between  Aylestone  and 
Wigs  ton,  and  as  there  are  plenty  of  perch,  roach,  and 
pike  in  this  portion  of  the  Soar,  very  few  have  returned 
with  an  empty  creel.  The  whole  of  the  stations  on  the 
Wreake  as  far  as  Melton  Mowbray  have  received  exten- 
sive patronage.  Up  at  Blaby  Croft  and  Narborough 
sP°rt  has  been  fairly  well  maintained,  and  at  the  bogs 
at  Narborough  a quantity  of  large  roach  have  been 
taken. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

, Roach  and  bream  are  now  well  on  the  feed  on  all  our 
rivers,  especially  the  latter,  of  which  some  record 
catches  have  been  made.  On  the  Yare  at  the  end  of 
last  week  a friend  took  sixteen  bream,  two  of  which 
weighed  nearly  101b.  On  Sunday  one  rod  took  3 stone, 
another  201b. , two  rods  551b.,  and  several  other  boats 
had  201b.  to  401b.  of  bream  and  roach  at  Cantley.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  some  good  baskets  were  made 
between  Buckenham  and  Cantley.  On  the  Bure  some 
extraordinary  catches  have  been  secured,  the  most 
notable  being  one  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe, 
Norwich,  who,  fishing  on  Tuesday  (yesterday),  took 
2b81b.  of  bream,  running  from  21b.  to  61b.  each,  and  two 
roach  weighing  ljlb.  and  21b.  respectively.  These  were 
secured  on  Wroxham  Broad,  and  should  be  the  means  of 
inducing  many  anglers  to  patronise  the  lessee,  Mr.  J. 
lillis,  of  Wroxham.  The  6-pounder  is  now  exhibited  in 
the  window  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  fishing  tackle  maker,  of 
Norwich. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  anglers  are  growing  more  numerous,  but  unless 
the  swims  are  well  baited  up,  few  fish  are  caught.  On 
a worm  baiting  at  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  S.  Pogson  and  Mr. 
J.  Robinson,  of  the  Bowling  Green  Society,  have  bagged 
ten,  besides  a number  of  dace  and  eels.  Barbel  are 
occasionally  showing  sport  in  the  Shardlow  length,  in 
which  on  Saturday  the  subscribers  generally  did  well 
amongst  small  fish.  I hear  that  Mr.  Sam  Wallis  has 
killed,  with  maggot,  an  exceptionally  fine  roach.  At 
King’s  Mills,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Hickling,  of  Long  Eaton, 
had  a rare  lot  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace  ; maggot  being 
the  bait  used.  Mr.  T.  Wood  has  again  creeled  chub 
with  the  fly,  and  I have  scored  amongst  barbel,  bream, 
and  perch.  At  Wilford,  large  numbers  of  barbel  have 
fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Boyd.  Mr.  Adamson,  fly 
fishing,  has  creeled  dace  up  to  lOoz.  each,  and  chub  up 
to  2Jlb.  apiece  have  succumbed  to  the  lures  used  bv 
Mr.  J.  Hobson,  of  West  Bridgford. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Thousands  of  Sheffielders  are  visiting  the  waters  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  are  making  fairly  good  bags,  princi- 
pally of  bream.  The  Mount  Pleasant  and  the  Cowbridge 
drains  are  proving  the  most  productive,  and  I hear  of 
two  takes  of  301b.  each  from  the  former  last  Sunday. 
Some  good  fish  are  also  being  secured  from  the  Witham. 
The  fine  weather  is  bringing  the  roach  on  nicely,  and 
genuine  sportsmen  are  awaiting  their  time  for  a little 
longer.  In  the  early  morning  and  in  the  evening  excel- 
lent baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Derby- 
shire streams,  the  Yellow  and  Ash  Duns  and  Black 
Gnat  being  the  most  successful  baits.  Dibbing  has  also 
been  productive.  Some  good  barbel  have  been  caught 
in  the  Derwent,  and  1 hear  that  several  nice  specimens 
have  been  lured  from  the  Trent.  A little  rain  just  now 
would  be  welcome,  and  there  are  signs  that  our  hopes 
will  be  realised. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  dry  weather  we  have  experienced  during  the  past 
few  weeks  has  caused  the  Severn  and  its  trioutaries  to 
become  extremely  low,  and  fresh  water  is  greatly 
needed,  not  alone  to  improve  sport,  but  to  cleanse  the 
streams  from  the  decaying  weeds  and  sewage  pollution. 
On  Monday  last  the  attention  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Borough  authorities  was  called  to  this  latter  question, 
and  the  importance  urged  in  the  interests  of  the  health 
no  less  than  the  pleasure  of  the  public,  of  cleansing  the 
river  from  the  many  sources  of  pollution  that  have  so 
long  existed.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Severn  Con- 
servators, to  be  held  at  Hereford  on  the  19th  inst.,  the 
draft  of  the  revised  bye-laws  of  the  Board  will,  we 
understand,  be  considered.  Several  important  pro- 
visions will  be  made,  and  the  question  of  night  lining, 
netting,  &c.,  dealt  with  in  the  interest  of  the  angling 
public.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  the  near  future,  steps 
will  be  taken,  not  only  at  Shrewsbury,  but  throughout 
the  length  of  the  river,  to  cleanse  it  from  pollutive  matter. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  last  week  has  been  a big  fishing  week  in  this 
district,  and  anglers  have  been  on  the  war-path  in  all 
directions.  The  Severn  has  yielded  capital  sport  to  the 
bottom  fisherman,  among  the  roach  and  chub,  and  some 
large  baskets  have  been  taken,  one  lot  scaling  171b. 
The  Teme  is  low  and  fine,  still  some  good  creels  of  fish 
have  been  taken.  The  trout  have  run  rather  small,  but 
gave  good  sport  with  the  fly  and  maggot,  Red  Tag,  Sky 
Blue,  Blue  Dun,  Orle,  and  Whirling  Blue  being  the  best 
flies.  A few  grayling  and  dace  were  also  taken.  The 
Avon  is  in  capital  order,  and  the  roach  are  biting  very 
keenly  at  the  paste  and  stewed  wheat,  and  takes  of 
101b.  and  121b.  were  taken,  but  many  of  the  fish  were 
v jry  rough.  On  Saturday  last  the  Malvern  Angling 


Society  had  their  second  club  competition  on  the  Lower 
Teme,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Worcester  Angling 
Society  and  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  who  rent 
the  fishing  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  A good 
number  of  members  competed,  but  the  sport  was  not 
brisk,  and  very  few  game  fish  were  taken.  The  first 
prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Newell,  with  a mixed  basket, 
weighing  21b.  9oz. ; Mr.  S.  Higgs,  second;  and  Mr. 
Jones,  third.  Though  sport  was  indifferent  it  did  not 
damp  the  spirits  of  the  contestants,  who  seemed 
thoroughly  to  enjoy  themselves. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Comparatively  little  has  been  doing  here  this  week. 
On  Saturday  numerous  gentlemen  were  out  on  the  Ouse 
and  Derwent  and  did  not  do  amiss,  but  later  rains  have 
made  the  weirs  discoloured.  On  Monday  the  members 
of  the  Old  Ebor  Angling  Association— one  of  the  most 
flourishing  in  the  city— fished  a match  in  the  Derwent, 
at  Thicket  Priory,  but  thunder  hung  about,  and  the 
catch  was  not  large.  The  principal  prize-takers  were 
Messrs.  Walton,  G.  Croft,  R.  Thompson,  J.  Huntley  R. 
Barnett,  W.  Thornhill,  and  T.  Clayton.  The  York 
United  Angling  Club  had  a contest  in  the  same  river  on 
the  previous  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  Hick  taking  the  first 
prize,  Mr.  J.  Welch  second,  and  Mr.  J.  Gragon  third. 
When  the  waters  run  clearer  prospects  should  be  good. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  improved  very  much  since  the 
heavy  rains  of  Wednesday  and  Thursday  last.  Salmon, 
peal,  and,  on  some  rivers,  sea  trout,  have  come  up  in 
good  numbers,  and  when  the  weather,  settles  sport  is 
almost  certain  to  be  better  than  for  many  years  at  this 
season.  The  Lee  has  fished  well,  especially  on  the  lower 
reaches  where  several  anglers  were  successful  daily 
among  salmon  and  trout.  The  Blackwater  is  now  in 
excellent  angling  order.  Trout  fishing  has  been  good  on 
all  the  principal  rivers  in  West  Cork. 

KERRY.— On  Waterville  Lake  the  sea  trout  fishing 
is  now  in  full  swing,  and  nearly  every  available  boat 
was  employed  by  visitors  during  the  last  few  days. 
Baskets  of  a dozen  good  sea  trout  have  been  common, 
and  baskets  of  two  dozen  have  been  frequently  had.  At 
Killarney  the  salmon  angling  continues  rather  slack, 
but  the  brown  trout  fishing  has  afforded  much  sport.  A 
few  salmon  have  been  had  on  the  rivers  Peale,  Gale,  and 
Smerlagh,  and  during  the  last  couple  of  days  good 
baskets  of  white  trout  were  had  on  all  these  waters. 


OUR  HOLIDAY  AND  SUMMER  NUMBER  will 
be  published  on  Thursday,  August  2,  and  will  contain 
many  interesting  articles,  fully  illustrated.  All  matter 
intended  for  insertion  in  this  issue  must  reach  St. 
Dunstan’s  House  by  Wednesday  evening,  August  1. 
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Coraspontonce 

FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Sm, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  of  a fortnight 
ago,  I bog  to  say  tliat  tho  boHt  fishing  and  also  the 
prottiost  soonory  of  tho  Ardennes  is  in  tho  Duobyof 
I,uxombnrg.  Tho  way  to  enjoy  both  is  to  go  to  tho 
Hotol  des  ArdennoH,  Dio  Kiroh,  Luxemburg,  because 
the  proprietor  has  most  of  tho  host  rivers  in  his  hands, 
in  which  his  guosts  may  fish  freo,  doing  as  they  ploaso 
with  tho  fish. 

Tho  host  timo  is  tho  spring,  because  (1)  thore  aro 
more  fish  and  larger  ones  than  lator,  and  (2)  bocauso 
then  the  hotel  is  comparatively  empty,  rates  aro  lower, 
comfort  greater,  and  Hook,  tho  proprietor,  has  time  to 
show  anglers  the  bost  places.  Hut  I bad  good  sport  with 
tho  trout  in  tho  autumn  of  1891 . There  are  grayling  in 
some  of  the  streams,  but  I caught  none. 

One  must  be  a very  early  riser  to  got  the  best  sport,  as 
Die  Kireh  is  just  off  tho  main  line,  and  there  are  but 
three  trains  per  day — tho  early  morning  one  starting 
soon  aftor  six — and  one  does  not  got  back  till  eight  in 
the  evening.  Uech  has  so  many  streams  that  one  may 
fish  a fresh  one  every  day  for  a week.  He  has  about 
200  guests  in  August,  the  majority  Belgians.  The 
valleys  in  which  one  fishes  are  lovely. 

Free  fishing  can  bo  bad  in  the  Sauer  (Sure)  along  the 
whole  of  its  length.  There  are  heaps  of  fish  in  this,  and 
about  (and  especially  above)  Ettelbriich,  which  is  on 
the  main  line,  there  are  some  trout.  An  unambitious 
angler,  content  with  an  occasional  trout  and  chub  and 
pike,  could  do  very  well  from  Ettelbriich,  where  he 
would  find  plenty  of  accommodation.  I heard  that  one 
of  the  hotel  lcoepers  there  had  a piece  of  water. — I am, 
&c.,  E.  T.  Sachs. 

FRESH-WATER  FISHING  NEAR  DEAL  AND 
DOVER. 

Sir, — I note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  7th.  page  10, 

“ From  the  Sea,”  reference  is  made  to  the  Stour.  The 
worthy  Cap’n  says,  “ There  is  no  fresh-water  fishing 
near  Deal  or  Dover,  and  that  he  believes  there  are  a few 
fish  in  the  Stour,  but  he  never  saw  them.”  If  he  will 
do  me  the  satisfaction  of  accepting  my  invitation  to  fish 
the  various  swims  within  a mile  of  Grove  Ferry  Station 
(either  way,  up  or  down  stream),  in  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, October,  or  November,  I venture  to  say  he  will 
alter  his  tune,  particularly  if  he  will  accompany  Mr. 
F.  P.  Lock,  of  London,  who  is  one  of  the  skilful  few 
anglers  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  thoroughly  test 
the  coarse  fishing  of  the  Fordwich  and  Grove  Ferry 
Club  water. 

I can  but  conclude  that  Cap’n  Cod  has  not  visited 
the  water  since  it  has  been  under  protection,  and  as  to 
the  distance  from  the  seaside  resorts  of  the  south-east 
coast,  surely  one  cannot  expect  a fine  stream,  holding 
all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  and  bonny  Stour  trout,  at  a less 
run  than  thirty  minutes  from  the  briny.  It  is  a pity 
the  Kentish  Railway  Company  are  not  far  sighted 
enough  to  see  the  benefit  they  would  reap  by  granting 
cheap  angling  fares  to  Canterbury  and  Grove  Ferry.  It 
seems  that  nothing  short  of  an  earthquake  will  move 
them. 

For  the  guidance  of  angling  visitors  to  the  Grove 
Ferry  Club  water,  the  best  swims  will  in  future  be 
stamped  out  in  numerical  form,  and  a sheet  of  instruc- 
tions will  be  given  with  each  ticket,  thus  preventing 
casual  visitors  from  wasting  their  time  by  accepting  the 
guidance  of  any  rustic,  who  knows  as  much  of  the  fish- 
ings in  the  neighbourhood  as  the  man  of  the  moon. 

Tickets  may  be  had  at  the  Grove  Ferry  Hotel,  the 
Ship,  at  Upstreet,  or  at  Mr.  Bunco’s,  fishing  tackle 
dealer,  St.  George’s-street,  Canterbury. — I am,  &c., 

F.  C.  Nash,  Hon  Sec.  pro  tem. 

FISHING  NEAR  CANTERBURY. 

Sir, — Cap’n  Cod  is  somewhat  mistaken  with  regard 
to  the  fresh-water  fishing  near  Deal  and  Dover,  besides 
which  he  seems  to  have  a very  poor  idea  of  the  Stour  as 
an  angling  river.  My  object  in  trespassing  on  your  space 
is  to  point  out  to  intending  comers  that  there  is  good 
trout  and  coarse  fishing  within  reach  of  Deal  and  Dovor. 
At  Canterbury  there  are  some  good  trout,  which  rise 
very  well  of  an  evening,  nothing  special  being  thought 
of  a 2-pounder.  There  are  also  a decent  lot  of  roach  in 
the  Canterbury  water,  but  these  are  very  wary  customers 
and  want  very  fine  tackle.  For  good  coarse  fishing 
Grove  Ferry  is  the  place,  it  is  between  Deal  and  Canter- 
bury, about  ten  miles  from  Deal  and  six  from  Canter- 
bury. Day  tickets  for  this  water  can  be  had  for  Is., 
and  can  be  bought  either  at  the  Grove  Ferry  Station  or 
at  the  Grove  Ferry  Hotel,  where,  by  the  way,  rattling 
good  accommodation  can  be  had. 

At  Canterbury  about  a mile  of  the  water  is  free,  the 
remainder  being  under  the  protection  of  an  association, 
whose  hon.  sec.  is  Mr.  F.  C.  Nash,  Parade,  Canterbury, 
who,  I have  no  doubt,  would  be  pleased  to  give  par- 
ticulars. 

From  Dover  to  Canterbury  by  L.C.D.R.  thore  is  no 
change  of  trains ; from  Deal  there  is  one  change,  at 
Minster,  where  one  has  to  wait  about  five  minutes  for 
the  other  train  to  come  in  ; the  fare  is,  I think,  during 
the  summer,  Is.  Cd.  return. — I am,  &c., 

Edward  W.  Naed. 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  toll  mo  if  there 
is  any  good  fly  fishing  water  for  trout  within  reasonable 
distance  from  town,  that  is  either  froo  or  daily  sub- 
scription water  ? — I am,  Ac.,  Dry  Fly. 


THE  [FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE  LEA  CONSERVANCY. 

Sir, — It  is  with  much  rogrot  I have  heard  tho  reports  of 
the  unfair  taking  of  fish  whilst  tho  water  was  drawn  from 
tho  Lea  botweon  Tottenham  and  Lea  Bridge,  on  tho  27th 
ult.  and  subsequently,  and  I hasten  to  assure  tho 
angling  public  that  tho  Anglers’  Association,  whioh 
undertakes,  with  tho  countenance  and  support  of  tho 
Lea  Conservancy,  tho  protection  of  the  Lea  was 
blameless.  Had  I received  notice  of  the  proposed 
drawing  of  the  water,  I should  have  been  prepared  to 
have  had  tho  usual  assistance  in  watching.  I have  been 
informed  officially  that  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
drawing  would  have  been  of  such  a slight  character 
that  the  fish  would  not  be  exposed  to  any  risk  of 
capture. 

In  justice  to  the  Lea  Conservancy,  which  has  over 
taken  the  most  benevolent  interest  in  the  promotion  of 
sport  in  tho  river  it  controls,  it  should  be  generally 
known  that  it  was  only  as  the  work  proceeded  that  it 
was  found  nocessary  to  draw  off  more  water  than  had 
been  anticipated,  so  no  fault  attaches  to  the  Conser- 
vancy, which  has  shown  so  much  consideration  for  the 
fishermen  frequenting  the  Lea,  and  it  would  not  be 
wildly  extravagant  to  say  that  it  almost  stands  in 
loco  parentis  to  the  London  angler. — I am,  &c., 

_____  R.  Uhurney. 

RODING  FISHING. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent’s  letter,  the 
best  place  at  which  to  fish  tho  above  river  is  at  Passing- 
ford  Bridge,  nearly  3]  miles  from  Theydon  Bois  Station. 
There  he  will  find  a few  perch,  an  occasional  jack,  chub 
and  roach  ; the  latter  I have  often  caught  myself  with 
paste  up  to  41b.  The  miller  is  always  willing  to  allow 
anyone  to  fish  his  water,  and  Sir  Charles  Smith  will 
also  give  permission,  if  required  to  fish  on  the  other 
side  of  the  bridge. — I am,  &c.,  Woodford. 


THE  LANDER  REEL  AND  PNEUMATIC  FLOAT. 

Sir, — I send  you  one  of  my  reels  according  to  promise, 
and  also  four  floats  in  the  larger  size3.  In  the  box  with 
the  reel  I also  enclose  two  small  weights  which  the 
various  sized  floats  will  carry  (I  do  this  in  order  to  save 
trouble  to  you  in  procuring  them),  and  beg  your  accept- 
ance of  them. 

I claim  for  the  reel  the  following  advantages: — (ll 
That  the  handle  only  revolves  in  winding  up.  (2)_  It 
pays  out  the  line  in  a slight  current  in  fly-fishing  with- 
out any  assistance  from  the  angler,  and  it  is  more 


sensitive  in  its  rotary  motion  than  any  reel  yet  on  the 
market  (one  small  shot  will  set  it  running).  (3)  It  is 
perfectly  simple  and  cannot  easily  get  out  of  order. 

With  reference  to  the  floats,  I claim  for  them  the 
following  : — More  buoyant  than  cork  and  porcupine,  and 
equivalent  to  the  pelican,  and  are  quite  impervious  to 
the  action  of  the  water,  and  would  be  about  half  the 
price  of  double  pelican.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation 
of  a good  notice, — I am,  &c.,  J.  Lander. 

P.S. — The  name  of  the  reel  I propose  to  be  the 
“ Lander  ” reel,  and  the  floats  the  “ Patent  Pneumatic,” 
and  cannot  foul  in  weeds. 

[Mr.  Lander’s  reel  has  been  tried  by  us  with  the 
following  result.  We  believe  that  if  anyone  were  to 
take  the  trouble  to  thoroughly  master  it,  they  would  be 
able  to  cast  with  it  a lighter  weight  than  with  any  other 
reel  we  have  yet  seen.  We  tested  it  with  a bait,  in- 
cluding lead  on  trace,  well  under  half  an  ounce,  and 
found  that  we  could  cast  considerably  further  and  more 
accurately  than  with  an  ordinary  Nottingham  reel, 
using  the  same  rod,  line,  and  weight  in  both  oases. 
The  revolving  portion  of  Mr.  Lander’s  reel  is  made  of 
aluminium,  and  it  is  perfectly  true,  as  he  says,  that  a 
single  shot  less  than  about  one-twelftb  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  will  set  it  in  motion,  i.e.,  if  you  hold  the  reel 
in  your  hand  with  the  shot  hanging  down  it  will 
make  the  aluminium  barrel  revolve.  But  this  very 
lightness  and  sensitiveness  in  itself  constitutes  a 
difficulty  in  practical  fishing  with  very  light  baits,  and 
nothing  but  considerable  skill  and  practice  will  over- 
come the  tendency  to  over-run  the  line.  By  an  ingenious 
and  simple  arrangement  the  handle  in  Mr.  Lander  s reel 
is  always  disconnected,  except  when  you  are  winding 
up,  when  you  must  keep  a steady  pressure 
on  it  against  the  spring  which  throws  it  out  of  gear. 
As  the  handle  does  not  revolve  when  the  line  is  running 
out,  if  is  not  so  liable  to  catch  the  line  as  might  be 
imagined.  It  would  be  advisable  when  a fish  is  liookod 
to  bring  the  check  into  play  at  once,  to  save  the  chance 
of  over-running.  Mr.  Lander  deserves  credit  tor  tho 
ingenuity  displayed  in  tho  mechanism  of  his  reel, 
but  at  present  it  is  in  our  opinion  too  dolicate 
and  complicated  in  its  action  to  become  popular 
with  the  majority  of  anglers.  Ho  has  gone  furthor 
than  any  other  maker  towards  solving  tho  prohlom  of 
how  to  cast  a very  light  bait  a good  distance  with 
accuracy,  but  to  do  this  ho  has  had  to  sacrifice  the  grand 
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advantage  of  having  the  reel  handle  on  a revolving 
plate,  and  revolving  with  the  line.  In  the  excitement  of 
playing  a good  trout  in  a dangerous  place,  we  fear  the 
coolest  angler  might  forget  to  keep  constantly  pushing 
the  handle  in  as  well  as  turning  it,  and  if  this  is  not  done 
the  fish  instantly  has  control  of  tho  line.  As  regards 
Mr.  Lander’s  floats,  they  are  so  cheap,  and  be  has  so 
greatly  improved  them  that  we  do  not  see  how  they  can 
fail  to  become  popular. — Ed.] 


A NEW  FACT  FOR  NATURALISTS. 

Sir, — In  a certain  article  by  a fellow-countryman,  in 
the  F.  G.  of  July  7,  occurs  this  singular  sentence, 
speaking  of  an  autopsy  the  writer  made  on  a 201b.  pike  : 

“ As  usual,  being  on  the  hunt  for  information,  7 ran 
my  knife  down  his  vent,  and  got  three  trout  in  various 
stages  of  mastication  (!),  from  the  backbone  of  a lib. 
boy  (sic)  to  the  perfect  proportions  of  the  last  swal- 
lowed, which  was  fully  over  Jib.  ” ! 

Had  Fsox  lucius  but  swallowed  this  lucid  sentence  he 
would  have  “ busted,”  however  well  (ye  gods  and  little 
fishes  !)  he  (ahem  !)  masticated  ; but  to  chew  a boy — “ a 
lib.  boy,”  forbye — oh,  jack,  how  could  you  be  so  cruel? 
— I am,  &o.,  ____  E.  M.  Tod, 

DEVERON. 

Sir, — In  Gazette  of  30th  ult.,  Mr.  C.  R.  H.  Alston 
designates  a report  I sent  you  of  a gentleman  fishing 
on  Mr.  Porter’s,  of  Corniehaugh,  water,  as  misleading. 
The  figures  I gave  were  taken  from  a note  sent  to  Mr. 
Porter  by  Mr.  Alston,  and  headed  “ Note  of  trout  killed 
on  Mr.  Porter’s  water  by  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Alston.”  No 
indication  of  a friend.  Also  in  giving  days,  “ part  of 
seventeen  days.” 

The  only  pretext  he  has  for  designating  my  report  as 
misleading  ib  my  putting  it  in  a general  way  as  a 
fortnight’s  fishing.  I am  Eorry  for  his  last  paragraph, 
“ Next  season  the  Deveron  will  be  deserted.”  By 
whom? — I am,  &c.,  Strathbogie. 

APPROXIMATE  WEIGHT  OF  TROUT  OF  A 
GIVEN  SIZE. 

Sir, — From  records  of  trout  of  various  sizes  which  I 
have  by  me,  I find,  in  answer  to  your  correspondent’s 
query,  that  one  of  12in.  weighs  lloz. ; one  of  1 fin. 
weighs  14-lb.  ; one  of  16in.  weighs  21b.  ; one  of  18in. 
weighs  341b. ; one  of  20in.  weighs  4|lb.  Most  of  the 
above  were  very  plump  fish,  but  even  at  this  time  of 
year  we  should  not  find  every  specimen  so  heavy,  and 
as  a matter  of  fact  I have  frequently  seen  longer  fish 
weighing  far  less,  and  shorter  fish  weighing  much  more, 
than  the  figures  given. — I am,  &c.,  T.  Andrews. 

Guildford.  


THE  CLOSE  SEASON  ON  THE  WAVENEY. 

Sir, — I must  most  strongly  object  to  the  letter  of  ” A 
Waveney  Angler  ” in  which  he  accuses  three  members 
cf  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  of  unsportsmanlike  action  for 
taking  fish  from  the  Waveney  after  June  16,  as  we 
were  quite  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  by  so  doing  we 
were  in  any  way  violating  the  good  endeavours  of  the 
local  anglers  ; and  I think,  as  you  suggest,  that  if,  by 
the  aid  of  the  local  secretaries,  any  particulars  as  to 
close  time,  &c.,  which  are  recognised  by  the  local  clubs, 
for  the  benefit  of  waters  not  guarded  by  the  Mundella 
Act,  could  be  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  London 
clubs,  it  would  tend  to  obviate  misunderstandings  as  in 
the  present  case.  Considering  our  fish,  the  majority  of 
which  were  in  good  condition,  were  (with  the  exception 
of  a few  of  the  best)  all  returned  to  the  river  after  being 
weighed,  I do  not  think  our  visit  did  much  towards 
the  depletion  of  a river  which,  to  quote  the  opinion  of 
a local  “ pikist,”  “contained  too  many  roach  to  suit 
his  sport.”— -I  am,  &c.,  m One  of  the  Three. 

FISH  CULTURE  IN  HAMPSHIRE. 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  if  there  is  any  fish  culture 
establishment  anywhere  near  Winchester  or  on  any 
part  of  the  Test?  If  not,  the  nearest  one  to  those 
parts? — I am,  &c.,  H. 

[Mr.  Alfred  Wynne  Corrie  has  a private  fish  hatchery 
at  Worthys,  near  Winchester. — Ed.]. 

LARGE  TROUT. 

Sir, — Under  above  heading  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  June 
30  last  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaac  (hon.  sec  Walton  and  Cotton 
Angling  Association)  asks  for  the  size  and  weights  of 
largest  Thames  trout  captured  for  the  last  three  years 
previous  to  this  present  season,  and  as  no  reply  is  forth- 
coming I will  endeavour  to  answer  his  query. 

In  the  Field  and  Land  and  Water  of  April  14,  1891,  it 
is  stated  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  (fishing  with  Wm. 
Milbourne,  at  the  Water  Gallery.  Hampton  Court) 
caught  a trout  of  9ilb.  ; that  gentleman,  however,  in 
his  “ Piscatorial  Hotohpotch,”  in  the  Sportsman  of 
April  22  following,  describes  the  fish  as  weighing  lOJlb., 
and  adds,  “ Had  it  been  a bit  thicker  across  the  shoulders 
it  would  have  scaled  121b.  to  a certainty.  In  the  seoond 
week  of  May,  1891,  Mr.  Wheeldon  credits  Mr.  Clare 
Sturgiss  with  a 101b.  3oz.  fish. 

According  to  the  Field  of  Oct.  1,  1892,  it  fell  to  the 
lot  of  Capt.  Allison  to  take  the  largest  Thames  trout  of 
the  season,  a fish  of  91b.  13oz. 

The  111b.  2oz.  trout  taken  at  Hampton,  April  29,  by 
E.  Dangerfiold,  and  referred  to  in  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  13,  1893,  was,  I believe,  tho  rooord  fish  of  the 
soason  1893. 

Hoavier  specimens  than  tho  above  may  liavo  boon 
taken  and  oscapod  my  notice,  if  so  I have  no  doubt 
some  of  your  roadors  will  kindly  correct  ino.— 1 am,  &0., 

Giant. 

Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  IN  CORPORATE!} 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  21st,  1894. 


OLD  TIMES  ON  THE  ITCHEN. 


The  words  beading  this  article  are  inseparably 
connected  in  my  mind  with  Francis  Francis  and 
the  May-fly. 

It  would  be  instructive  and  interesting  to  learn 
how  many  dry  fly  fishermen  took  their  first 
lessons  in  the  difficult  art  on  what  may  be  called 
the  parent  of  dry  fly  fishing,  the  River  Itchen. 
In  those  early  days,  floating  a dry  fly  was  hardly 
known  on  the  Test  any  more  than  the  names  of 
the  different  Epliemeridw  were  known,  but  called 
generally— to  distinguish  Hem  from  the  1‘hry- 
ganidcn—  the  “peaked  wing,”  which  term  is  used 
on  the  Test  to  the  present  day. 

Those  were  pleasant  old  days  on  the  Itchen. 
The  May-fly  was  the  May-fly  then,  the  trout 
taking  it  with  a vigorous  splash  which  might  be 
heard  fifty  or  sixty  yards  away,  and  what  was 
more  to  the  purpose,  a bungling  cast  did  not  put 
a fish  down  as  it  does  nowadays.  A row  of  rods 
used  to  line  the  banks  of  the  “ old  Barge  ; ” some- 
times four  or  five  of  them  would  hook  trout 
simultaneously.  But  where,  oh,  where  has  that 
confiding  generation  of  trout  gone  ? Vanished 
also  are  the  well-known  faces,  for  in  those  days 
at  Itchen  side  everybody  knew  everybody  else. 


There  may  be  a few  still  living  who  remember 
the  old  faces.  First  of  all  amongst  those  who 
have  left  ns  for  ever  is  Francis  Francis,  who  was 
very  loyal  to  the  river  and  the  May-fly  Club, 
whose  headquarters  were,  if  I remember  rightly, 
established  at  the  Royal  Hotel.  Then  there  were 
the  Currells,  good  fishermen,  father  and  sons — 
all  gone ; the  former  now  rests  under  the  tall 
trees  at  St.  Cross,  within  a cast  almost  of  his 
well  loved  stream.  Gone,  too,  is  that  military 
figure,  a right  good  fisherman,  who  was  invariably 
accompanied  by  a brace  of  well  bred  pointers, 
which  never  left  their  master’s  heel  whilst  he 
was  fishing.  Again  some  may  remember  the 
enthusiastic  old  fisherman — a retired  Customs 
officer — who  lived  hard  by  the  river  at  St.  Cross. 
He  only  had  one  field  in  which  to  exercise  his 
craft,  but  lived  contentedly  in  his  cottage,  and 
tied  his  own  flies.  His  belief  in  those  antique 
creations  was  unique,  although  he  never  caught 
anything,  nor  would  he  ever  accept  any  of  our 
more  modern  flies,  albeit  they  were  tied  on  gut ; 
yet  whenever  any  of  us  met  him  he  invariably 
pressed  upon  us  one  of  his  imaginary  infallibles, 
and  not  likiDg  to  hurt  the  old  man’s  feelings,  we 
accepted  the  gifts  with  much  apparent  thankful- 
ness. Even  now,  were  I to  hunt  up  some  of  my 
old  fly-books  one  or  two  of  those  curiosities  might 
come  to  light.  It  would  take  up  too  much  space 
to  enumerate  even  a quarter  of  the  old  faces  of 
the  Itchen.  Almost  ail  gone  now. 

Last  year  I was  looking  on  at  a cricket  match 
at  St.  Cross,  and,  not  caring  for  the  luncheon, 
strolled  off  to  the  river  for  a turn  round  the  old 
haunts.  I took  the  path  under  the  tall  trees  by 
the  river,  where  in  days  gone  by  I had  many  a 
tussle  with  a big  trout  in  the  dark,  then  on  again 
past  the  mill  until  I came  to  the  white  bridge 
over  the  Twyford  road.  Although  it  was  so 
many  years  before,  the  remembrance  of  a day 
when  I stood  upon  that  bridge  in  the  May-fly 
season  came  back  distinctly  to  me. 

A friend  of  mine  rented  the  water  below  the 
mill,  and  had  asked  one  or  two  others,  including 
Francis  Francis,  to  join  him,  appointing  the 
white  bridge  as  a rendezvous.  We  were  all  then 
much  younger,  and  therefore  very  keen  fisher- 
men, so  of  course  were  at  the  bridge  hours  before 
there  was  any  necessity.  What  to  do  we  knew 
not,  there  was  no  sign  of  a May- fly.  At  last 
some  inspired  genius,  looking  over  the  bridge 
into  the  crystal  water,  cried  : “ Oh,  look  at  these 
whopping  gudgeon;  let’s  catch  them.” 

No  sooner  said  than  done.  May-flies  were 
taken  off  the  lines,  and  small  flies  deprived  of 
their  wings  substituted.  A supply  of  caddis  for 
bait  was  soon  obtained,  and  then  the  fun  com- 
menced. I forget  now  how  we  arranged  it, 
whether  it  was  a sweepstakes,  or  whether  we 
kept  a tally,  the  winners  receiving  so  much  per 
head  from  the  losers.  Anyhow  we  caught  a lot 
of  gudgeon,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  sport  Francis 
joined  us.  At  first  he  somewhat  objected,  on 
the  score  that  the  gudgeon  were  full  of  spawn, 
but  at  last  was  infected  with  our  enthusiasm,  and 
although  he  did  not  fish,  enjoyed  the  fun  as 
much  as  any  of  us.  Now,  it  was  a lovely  morn- 
ings bright  sun,  with  just  a light  air  from  the 
north.  Some  of  us  who  knew  how  proverbial 
Francis’s  bad  weather  was,  congratulated  him 
on  getting  a fine  day  at  last.  All  he  replied 
was,  “ Ah ! look  there,”  with  that  peculiar 
emphasis  which  everyone  who  knew  him  will 
remember.  Then,  without  another  word,  he 
pointed  with  his  band  due  south.  We  had  been 
so  occupied  with  the  gudgeon  that  we  had 
given  no  thought  to  the  weather,  but  looking 
in  the  direction  indicated  saw  that  clouds  were 
rising,  evidently  coming  up  against  the  wind. 
Still  we  would  not  believe,  and  pooh-pooh’d  the 
idea  of  rain,  but  even  as  we  looked  a distant 
thunder  growl  was  heard.  “ Ah  ! ” said  Francis 
for  the  second  time,  “ I thought  the  morning  was 
too  fino  to  last ; you’ve  done  it,  catching  those 
gudgeon  out  of  season,  and  now  as  sure  as  fate 
we’re  in  for  it.”  There  was  still  no  May-fly,  so 
we  separated  and  went  to  different  parts  of  the 
river  to  look  for  it.  Rapidly  came  the  clouds  up 
from  the  black  south,  and  at  last  shut  out  the 
sun,  as  some  heavy  rain  drops  commenced  to 
splash  into  the  river.  Then  the  drops  resolved 
themselves  into  a shower  or  two,  but  nothing 
more  than  a hedge  would  shelter  one  from,  so  we 
still  hoped  for  a good  day  when  the  fly  came  up, 
the  wind  being  then  right  up  stream.  However, 


the  weather  looked  so  suspicious  that  in  the 
absence  of  any  May-fly  I determined  to  work  my 
way  up  by  the  river  to  St.  Cross,  so  that  if  a 
regular  downpourcameon  I could  get  shelter  in  the 
little  inn.  The  southerly  wind  grew  fainter  and 
fainter,  and  as  I passed  through  St.  Cross  Hospital 
ground  I felt  a distinct  puff  from  the  north  right 
in  my  face.  Then  I knew  Francis  was  right,  and 
that  we  were  in  for  it.  The  sky  became  black  all 
over,  whilst  the  growlings  in  the  north  were 
rapidly  turning  into  reverberations,  and  zig-zag 
flashes  began  to  fork  against  the  indigo  sky.  It 
was  like  a scene  in  a pantomime,  so  rapid  was 
the  transformation.  Crash  succeeded  crash, 
the  lightning  blinding ; at  the  same  time 
hail  and  rain  descended  until  I thought 
that  the  little  window  of  the  inn  would  be 
smashed  in.  Presently  dripping  figures  came 
hurrying  in  for  shelter  from  different  parts  of 
the  river.  Francis  was  one  of  the  last  to  arrive, 
but  he,  although  apparently  wet  through  in  spite 
of  waterproof,  was  rather  jubilant,  as  he  had 
caught  a trout  before  the  storm  began.  Soon  we 
were  all  in  the  little  inn  parlour  making  the  best 
of  it,  as  the  storm  raged  furiously.  All  were 
there  except  the  friend  who  had  asked  us  to  fish, 
and  as  he  did  not  turn  up  we  began  to  feel  a bit 
uneasy.  The  bulk  of  the  storm  had  passed,  but 
it  seemed  to  have  a never-ending  tail,  for  the  rain 
still  came  down  in  sheets.  The  time  dragged 
slowly  on,  some  sent  into  Winchester  for 
traps,  others  determined  to  go  and  look  for 
our  chum  in  spite  of  the  weather.  Just  as  we 
got  on  the  soaked  waterproofs  again  for  a plunge 
through  the  deluge,  the  door  of  the  little  room 
opened,  and  in  stalked  our  friend  in  a very 
draggled  condition.  With  a thoroughly  done-up 
air  he  threw  his  bag  on  the  floor  with  a thud, 
then,  ringing  the  bell,  told  the  servant  to  bring 
him  in  a good  hot  stiff  one,  and  the  biggest  dish 
they  had  in  the  house.  We  stared  in  utter 
wonder  at  the  latter  part  of  the  order,  and  began 
to  think  that  the  thunder  had  turned  A.’s — as  I 
will  call  him — brain  ; but  there  was  a method  in 
his  madness.  When  the  reviver  and  the  dish 
appeared  he  disposed  of  the  former  in  about  three 
gulps,  and  placed  the  latter  on  the  table.  Then 
he  lifted  the  bag  from  the  floor  and  dived  into  it’s 
recesses,  to  put  on  the  dish  a trout  of  close  on 
21b.  Again  another  dive  and  a fish  somewhat 
smaller  joined  its  companion.  More  dives  into 
the  lucky  bag  until,  at  last,  no  less  than  eleven 
trout  were  reposing  on  mine  host’s  big  dish.  Need 
it  be  said  that  we  were  simply  speechless  with 
wonder,  and  Francis’s  face  a study.  Presently 
someone  managed  to  splutter  out,  “How  did  you 
catch  them,  what  fly  P ” 

“ Ob,”  he  answered,  “ easily  enough,  and  with 
a fly  I always  use  in  this  kind  of  weather  when 
there  is  no  May-fly.” 

We  begged  for  its  description. 

“Well,”  he  said,  “the  basis  is  guttapercha, 

which  you  paint  very  nicely,  and ” 

“ You’ve  been  poaching  with  a minnow!  ” burst 
in  Francis. 

And  so  he  had,  but  then  he  rented  the  water  all 
to  himself  to  do  as  liked  with,  and  the  fish  caught 
would  make  no  impression  on  the  stock. 

Then  A.  told  us  how  he  had  done  the  fell  deed. 
He  had  gone  down  to  the  lower  part  of  the  water, 
where  it  was  deep  and  canal-like.  Being  lulled 
into  a false  sense  of  a coming  great  day,  when  the 
wind  changed  to  the  south,  he  remained  there 
hoping  against  hope  for  the  fly  to  come  up.  It 
never  came.  Still  he  waited  on,  and  at  last  was 
caught  in  the  storm,  which  soaked  him  through 
in  five  minutes.  Knowing  that  part  of  the  river 
to  be  full  of  fish,  but  very  shy  owing  to  the 
character  of  the  river,  he  determined  to  have 
some  of  them  if  they  would  take  a phantom. 
The  wind,  he  said,  positively  tore  down  the 
stream  lashing  it  into  mimic  breakers.  The  very 
first  cast  gave  him  a trout,  and  so  he  went  on,  he 
said,  until  he  had  caught  those  we  saw.  He  also 
added  that  had  he  been  able  to  cast  up  stream, 
he  might  have  caught  as  many  more,  but  a 
number  got  off,  as  they  do  when  fishing  down 
stream.  He  only  had  time  to  fish  the  length  of 
water  once,  and  then  the  river  came  down  in  a 
regular  thick  flood,  and  he  could  assure  us  there 
would  be  no  more  fishing  that  day. 

“I  should  think  not  indeed,”  said  Francis.  “I 
thought  something  awful  would  happen  when  you 
would  catch  those  unseasonable  gudgeon.” 

Red  Marshall. 
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THE  AMERICAN  “AUTOMATIC 
REEL.” 

We  nIiouIcI  Ijo  {'lad  to  luivo  an  account  of  tlio 
experience  of  any  of  our  readers  who  havo  given 
Mesm\H.  Yawman  and  Krbo’s  Latent  Automatic 
Itool  a careful  trial. 

In  its  early  days,  and  when  far  from  being  as 
porfcct  as  the  1894  pattern,  wo  saw  the  late 
Reuben  Wood,  of  Syracuse,  U.S.A.,  use  it  with 
absolute  case  and  command. 

The  one  thing  which  strikes  us  as  strange  in 
Mr.  McCarthy’s  letter  is  that  any  fish  of  the 
weight  he  names,  lljlb.  to  4Jlb.,  should  require 
fully  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  to  get  to  the  net 
after  hooking.  Salmon  of  201b.  to  1501b.  weight 
are  usually  killed  in  less  time. 

It  is  not  safe  in  this  country  to  have  much  less 
than  100  yards  of  salmon  line  on  your  reel, 
i.e.,  including  the  back  line.  If  it  takes  the 
“Automatic”  reel  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  to 
kill  a 41b.  or  51b.  trout,  how  long  would  it  take  to 
kill  a lively  201b.  salmon  in,  say,  Tweed  or  Spey, 
or  even  in  Loch  Tay? — Ed.  F.  G. 

The  following  correspondence  is  sent  to  us  by 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  the  English  wholesale 
agents  for  the  Automatic  reel : 

Unsolicited  Testimonials  by  American  Anglers. 

Syracuse,  N.Y., 

Messrs.  Yawman  and  Erbe,  May  22, 1894. 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

After  a practical  experience  with  yonr  Automatic  reel 
in  catching  the  king  of  game  fish,  the  ouananiche  of 
Lake  St.  John,  Canada,  as  well  as  large  brook  trout  and 
black  bass,  through  a period  extending  over  eight  years, 
I can  state  without  reservation  that  I consider  it  far 
superior  to  any  other  reel  in  the  market.  As  made  last 
year  I considered  it  practically  perfect,  but  as  made  for 
1894,  with  click  and  water-tight  spring  case,  one  could 
not  conceive  anything  better. 

It  is  impossible  to  find  any  fresh-water  fish  that  will 
equal  or  even  approximate  the  gameness  or  vigorous 
fighting  powers  found  in  the  ouananiche  of  Lake  St. 
John.  Averaging  3Jlb.  to  4Jlb.  in  weight,  with  extremely 
large  fins  and  tail  that  it  knows  well  how  to  use,  and 
caught  only  in  rough  waters  with  6oz.  to  8oz.  rods,  and 
requiring  fully  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  to  bring  to 
net,  one  cannot  imagine  a more  difficult  task  to  complete 
successfully. 

Now  running  and  pulling  with  a strength  that,  if 
checked,  the  light  tackle  used  could  not  withstand,  but 
which  the  gradually  tightening  spring  of  the  Automatic 
succeeds  in  stoping. 

Then,  with  50ft.  or  75ft.  of  line  out,  a quick  turn  and 
a dash  back,  giving  slack  that  no  reel  except  the 
Automatic  could  recover.  Then  the  innumerable  high 
jumps  from  the  water  that  would  tear  out  the  hook,  for 
the  ouananiche  always  hooks  lightly,  but  the  jumping 
strain  is  eased  by  the  yielding  spring,  and  the  slack  on 
the  return  to  water  by  the  winding  tension. 

I have  seen  all  manner  and  kinds  of  reels  used  in  this 
fishing,  and  the  percentage  of  fish  lost  with  them  has 
always  exceeded  mine.  Not  from  any  superiority  that 
I would  claim,  but  that  possessed  by  the  Automatic. 

The  Automatic  possesses  more  than  human  skill.  It 
gives  line  with  a constantly  and  gradually  increasing 
tension,  and  recovers  slack  faster  than  possible  by  any 
other  means.  I could  not  and  would  not  be  without  it, 
and  in  my  experience  consider  it  absolutely  indispensable 
in  catching  game  fish,  and  specially  do  I know  that  one 
cannot  hook,  handle,  and  land  ouananiche  successfully 
without  it. — Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  Eugene  McCarthy. 


Portland,  Oregon, 

Messrs.  Yawman  and  Erbe,  May,  1894. 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

Gentlemen, — The  wheel  and  pinion  you  sent  me 
arrived  safely,  and  fitted  all  right.  Shortly  after  their 
receipt  I made  a trip  to  “ The  Locherman,' ’ and  had  a 
very  enjoyable  day  fishing  for  salmon  trout  and  young 
salmon.  Two  friends  who  were  of  our  party  were  so 
much  pleased  with  the  work  of  your  Automatic  reel 
on  181b.  salmon  that  they  both  ordered  reels  next  day. 
I have  landed  several  salmon  weighing  from  81b.  to 
201b.  with  a 7oz.  rod  and  a No.  2 Automatic.  Thanking 
you  for  your  kindness, — I remain,  very  truly  yours, 

E.  W.  Blackstone. 


Large  Salmon. — A salmon  scaling  501b.  was 
got  on  Monday  at  the  Rockhall  Fishings,  near 
Johnshaven,  on  the  Kincardineshire  coast.  It 
measured  4ft.  3iin.  long  and  2ft.  Jin.  in  girth. 
This  is  the  second  large  fish  got  near  the  same 
place  this  season,  and  the  fourth  in  point  of 
weight  got  on  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland. 
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By  Mac. 

The  rivers  of  the  Island  of  Lews,  though  small, 
are  mostly  all,  in  the  right  season,  splendid  for 
salmon  and  sea  trout  angling.  They  are  summer- 
season  rivers  pure  and  simple,  and  when  in  right 
order  the  majority  of  them  usually  fish  best  in 
July.  Elsewhere  there  are  few  streams  of  a like 
size  that  yield  so  many  fish  in  summer,  and  this, 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  angling  is  not  impaired  by  netting. 
Lady  Mathieson,  who  owns  the  island,  lets  most 
of  the  fishing  to  anglers  who  pleasantly  pay  well 
for  it.  The  only  chance  therefore  of  getting  “on,” 
is  to  rent,  or  go  on  the  invitation  of  a friend  who 
rents.  Lately  a deal  of  first-rate  sport  has  been 
obtained. 


A sea  trout  stream  of  the  “ first  water  ” but 
little  known  to  anglers  is  the  small  Itiver 
Guisevan  in  the  wild  and  romantic  district  of 
Knoydart  on  the  west  coast.  It  is  preserved, 
but  perhaps  the  present  proprietor,  like  Mr. 
Baird,  who  sold  the  estate  and  fishings  last  year, 
may  be  disposed  to  occasionally  grant  permission 
to  fish  it.  


“Mountain,  Moor,  and  Loch  ” is  the  title  of  an 
illustrated  description  of  the  scenery  on  the  route 
of  the  (new)  West  Highland  Railway.  The 
volume  runs  to  180  pages,  and  contains  no  fewer 
than  230  illustrations  from  original  drawings 
taken  on  the  spot.  The  descriptive  matter  is  on 
the  whole  very  good,  and  the  volume,  there  is  no 
gainsaying,  gives  an  admirable  idea  of  the  really 
fine  scenery — mountain,  glen,  moor,  stream,  loch, 
and  forest — found  in  the  wild  and  picturesque 
region  through  which  the  new  railway  runs. 

A friend  writes : “ The  trouting  of  the  early 
season  on  many  reaches  of  the  Deveron  is  already 
let  for  next  year,  and  in  some  instances  at  an 
increased  figure.  Owing  to  friction  several  beats 
have  not  gone  to  the  old  tenants,  who  generally 
wished  to  hold  on.  This  proves  that  the  good 
old  Deveron  still  stands  none  the  less  well  in  the 
estimation  of  the  general  body  of  anglers  used  to 
fishing  it,  notwithstanding  all  the  recent  power- 
ful efforts  of  its  detractors.  And  how  should  it? 
Poaching  and  all,  its  trout  grow  big,  and  are  big 
as  ever  in  many  of  the  best  reaches.  Deny  this 
who  can  ivith  trufli.”  

The  angler  who  goes  after  the  trout  in  the 
small  lochs  of  Caithness,  Sutherland,  Ross, 
Cromarty,  and  Inverness-shires  at  a high  alti- 
tude, or  far  out  on  the  moors,  will  get  scenery  to 
delight  him,  hill  air  to  invigorate  him,  and 
generally  sport  to  amply  gratify  him.  In  many 
small,  out-of-the-way  moorland  lochs  but  seldom 
visited  are  still  to  be  found  abundance  of  beautiful 
large  trout.  The  young,  and  the  active  of  what- 
ever age,  having  in  contemplation  an  angling 
holiday  in  the  Highlands,  should  note  this. 


The  Tay  is  still  doing  very  little,  the  netting 
as  usual  keeping  the  sporting  results  well  under. 
One  or  two  salmon  and  a few  grilse  are  being 
got,  but  there  is  now  no  expectation  of  anything 
great  being  done  until  the  autumn  angling 
season  comes  round.  Trouting,  however,  keeps 
up  very  well.  

On  the  Deveron,  sport  with  the  migratory 
Sahnonida’  is  improving.  A friend  writes : 
“ Deveron  and  Bogie  have  both  been  in  flood  for 
the  last  few  days,  but  now  they  are  getting  into 
fine  ply,  much  to  the  delight  of  salmon  anglers. 
There  is  a good  appearance  of  salmon  and  grilse, 
of  which,  along  the  river,  a lot  of  takes  were  got 
recently.  Amongst  those  I have  heard  of  being 
successful  on  the  Huntly  district  free  waters 
are  ; Mr.  Gauld,  a salmon  of  14.jlb  , fresh  run, 
and  a grilse  of  71b. ; Mr.  Rezin,  a grilse,  4£lb., 
and  a sea  trout,  211b. ; Mr.  Stephenson,  a grilse, 
4$-lb. ; Mr.  Downie,  a grilse,  2;flb. ; Mr.  Brander, 
a grilse,  31b. ; Mr.  Stephen,  a grilse,  4|lb , and 
Mr.  McKenzie,  a salmon,  121b.  Mr.  Murchison, 
Avochie,  who  had  three  grilse  one  morning,  had 
the  same  week  two  salmon  and  fivo  grilse.  The 
water  now  being  in  such  fine  condition  and  plenty 
fish  in  it,  wo  hope  the  takes  will  correspond.” 


Very  little  in  salmon  and  grilse  angling  is 
doing  on  the  Spey  at  present,  hut  with  the  now 
greatly  improved  fettle  of  the  water,  some  fine 
sea  trout  angling  is  almost  certain.  The  little 
shingly  streamy  fiats  and  the  quick  pebbly  runs 
merging  into  pools,  are  in  general  the  best  casts 
for  sea  trout  on  the  Spey. 

Capt.  Jos.  Smith,  Rhiconich  Hotel,  by  Lairg, 
Sutherlandshire,  has  angling,  in  exclusive  right, 
on  the  River  Inchard  and  Loch  Garbet-beg,  for 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout,  to  let.  The  sport  is 
best  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September,  when  the  fish  are  freshest  up,  and  the 
fly  does  most  good.  Splendid  sea  fishing,  and 
free  angling  on  loch  and  stream  for  trout  and 
sea  trout,  can  he  had  by  residing  at  Rhiconich, 
Scourie,  Kyleskue,  Drumbeg,  and  Loch  Inver,  at 
all  which — places  on  the  wild  west  coast  of 
Sutherlandshire  — there  is  comfortable  hotel 
accommodation.  


For  weeks  past  scarcely  a thing  in  salmon  and 
grilse  angling  has  been  done  on  the  famous  River 
Brora,  in  Sutherlandshire.  Hill  drainage,  exten- 
sively carried  out  in  the  water  catchment  area, 
has  completely  done  for  the  summer  angling.  A 
big  flood — and  few  floods  come — in  summer  runs 
out  in  a day  or  so.  The  water,  which  comes 
down  very  /ousted  and  dirty,  before  it  gets  clean 
enough  is  invariably  too  low  for  big  fish  to  ascend 
it ; and  in  any  case  it  is  seldom  the  netters  give 
them  the  chance.  Grilse  and  sea  trout  are 
numerous,  and  a grand  run  of  very  heavy  salmon 
native  to  the  river  comes  on  in  summer,  but  what 
matters  it  to  sportsmen  ? Between  netting  and 
drainage  the  summer  angling  is  utterly  ruined. 
Sea  trout,  of  which  fair  numbers  manage  to 
dodge  the  nets,  are  now  making  inland,  “ creep- 
ing ” up  at  night.  Usually  once  or  twice  in 
summer  fine  takes  of  them  are  got  in  flood 
water  from  the  Fall  Pool  at  Balnacoil  on  the 
Blackwater  — a tributary  beyond  Loch  Brora,  a few 
miles.  The  summer  - running  sea  trout  go 
forward  at  a great  rate — up  the  Brora,  through 
Loch  Brora,  and  on  to  the  falls  of  the  Black- 
water,  some  twelve  miles  inland,  in  half  a dozen 
hours  or  so,  when  the  water  is  a good  swimming 
size.  But  the  sea  trout  of  the  autumn,  on  the 
other  hand,  work  up  slowly,  the  most  of  them 
remaining  a long  time  in  Loch  Brora,  which  often 
in  the  fall  affords  capital  sport. 

From  a celebrated  angler  and  fish  culturist,  a 
brither  Mac,  in  the  “far  north,”  1 have  just 
received  the  following  most  interesting  note : 
“ You  will  remember  of  my  writing  to  tell  you 
of  a young  salmon  being  caught  iu  one  of  Sir 
Robert  Sinclair’s  lochs,  into  which  the  keeper 
turned  about  a dozen  salmon  fry  along  with 
some  small  Loch  Levens  just  three  years  ago 
now.  Well,  last  week  another  of  these  salmon 
was  caught,  weighing  lib.,  a beautiful  little  fish, 
and  quite  as  pink  as  a salmon  or  grilse  fresh  out 
of  the  sea.  The  loch  is  a small  one,  but  very 
deep  in  some  parts,  and  of  particularly  clear 
water.  There  are  large  trout  in  it,  not  a few ; 
and  the  Loch  Levens  turned  in  three  years  ago 
now  average  about  lib.,  so  that  the  salmon  has 
grown  at  just  about  the  same  rate  as  them.  I 
consider  the  case  a very  interesting  one,  apart 
from  the  fact  that  I gave  the  few  salmon  fry  to 
the  keeper  when  he  met  me  to  get  the  Loch 
Levens  for  his  master,  Sir  Robt.  Sinclair.  I hope 
next  year  to  be  able  to  give  more,  and  will  watch 
the  results  with  exceeding  interest.  Splendid 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  on  most  of  the 
crack  lochs  of  this  district  of  the  north  coast.” 


Since  the  summer  angling  season  commenced 
a good  deal  of  capital  sport,  principally  with 
grilse,  has  been  had  on  the  River  Beauly,  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  rents  the  cream 
of  the  river — the  Beaufort  Castle  Fishery  from 
Lord  Lovat — being  the  top  scorer.  As  account- 
ing for  the  fine  sport,  the  angling  volume  of  river 
has  frequently  been  just  right.  It  is  safe  to  say 
that,  but  for  the  netting,  parts  of  the  Beauly 
would,  when  in  ply  in  summer,  ho  as  productive 
grilse-yielding  water  as  almost  any  in  Scotland. 
The  ltose-shire  Journal  says  : “ Our  neighbour 
presently,  his  Grace  the  Duko  of  Portland,  is 
getting  such  sport  on  the  River  Beauly  that  ho 
is  to  I’eside  at  tlio  Lovat  Arms  Hotel  for  a time, 
on  account  of  the  shooting  tenant  having  to  got 
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the  Castle  of  Beaufort  after  the  15th.  Both  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  paid  a visit  to  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Priory  of  Beauly,  and  presented  the  old 
loquacious  body  who  keeps  the  key  with  two  gold 
pieces  ‘ the  size  of  a shilling,’  as  the  old  woman 
put  it.”  

On  several  occasions  recently  the  River  Orchy 
yielded  some  fine  salmon  to  gentlemen  fishing 
from  Mr.  Fraser’s  Dalmally  Hotel.  Now  that  its 
season  has  come  round,  the  upper  or  Inveroran 
portion  of  the  Orchy  ought  when  in  ply  to  give 
good  angling  for  salmon  and  grilse,  which  latter 
the  late  summer  floods  are  found  to  take  forward 
over  the  falls. 


Would  you  believe  it,  sir  ? A friend  who  lately 
toddled  all  the  way  up  to  the  romantic  district  of 
the  Cabrach  of  the  Deveron  in  expectation  of  a 
fortnight’s  grand  trouting,  learned  on  arrival 
that  but  two  or  three  days  before  all  the  waters 
had  been  clean  swept  of  their  trout,  and  the 
grilse  and  sea  trout  that  ran  up  with  the  flood  the 
previous  week,  by  professional  netting  poachers 
from  a town  “ hine  awa  ” as  forty  miles.  Up  on 
these  free  waters  poaching  both  by  natives  and 
incomers  is  systematically  carried  on,  and  is,  I 
should  say,  the  only  true  explanation  why  the 
average  of  the  trout  caught  with  the  rod  is  not 
better.  I have  no  belief  whatever  of  the  fault 
lying  with  the  streams  themselves. 


On  the  Don,  natural  minnow  fishing  at  night — 
spinning  the  streams  and  deeps  free  of  weeds — 
for  the  large  trout  has  not  done  at  all  well  for 
some  time  past,  and  now  it  is  almost  wholly 
played  up  with  by  the  rise,  fluctuation,  and  dirty- 
ing of  the  water.  Ten  days  ago  a lad  had  a 51b. 
trout  from  the  free  waters  at  Kintore,  and  about 
the  same  date  a gentleman  out  late,  on  a reach 
higher  up,  fishing  the  minnow  fresh  killed,  had 
a basket  of  twelve  trout,  all  over  lib.  weight.  It 
is  reported  to  me  that  recently  some  stuff  turned 
into  the  Don  from  one  of  the  paper  mills  killed 
all  the  fish — a very  great  number  indeed — in 
several  miles  of  the  lower  reaches.  This,  if  true, 
is  simply  scandalous  work,  shameful  to  a degree, 
and  ought  at  once  to  be  fully  investigated,  both 
by  the  Fishery  Board  and  the  County  Council. 


About  this  time  of  the  year,  and  even  a little 
later,  famous  trouting  by  different  methods  can 
be  had  on  the  headwaters  of  the  River  Don,  above 
Newe  Castle,  and  on  the  Bucket,  Nochty,  Ernan, 
Loinherry,  Deskry,  Carvie,  Conry,  Yannich,  Cock 
at  the  Castletown,  and  the  numerous  other  small 
mountain  streams  in  Strathdon,  and  from  the 
south  and  north  sides  of  Corgarff. 


The  present  is  about  the  best  time  of  the  season 
for  the  River  Awe,  Argyllshire.  Anglers  out  on 
the  fine  stretch  of  river  attached  to  the  Taynuilt 
Hotel  are  tickling  the  fancy  of  the  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  making  the  sea  trout  rear  their  heads 
above  the  water  in  pretty  style.  I have  a great 
liking  for  this  fishery ; it  is  such  a picturesque, 
and,  when  in  ply  in  the  right  season,  such  a sport- 
giving bit  of  water.  

The  young  and  popular  baronet  of  Balnagown, 
Ross-shire,  Sir  Cbas.  Ross,  is  stocking  with  all  the 
best  strains  of  native  trout  from  his  forest  lochs 
an  artificial  lake  of  three  acres,  constructed  for 
angling  purposes,  within  the  grounds  of  Balna- 
gown Castle.  May  the  young  laird’s  enthusiasm 
for  angling  and  fish  culture  go  on  increasing. 
His  father,  the  late  Sir  Chas.  Ross,  Bart.,  of 
Balnagown,  used  in  his  younger  days  to  hold 
high  old  times  night  fishing  on  the  lochs.  Loch 
Corr  (celebrated  for  tremendously  large  trout),  on 
the  heights  of  Culrain,  opposite  Inveran,  used  to 
be  a favourite  rendezvous  for  his  all-night  camp- 
ing out.  

The  sea  trout  angling  on  the  Kyle  of  Durness 
and  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dionard  was  not  60 
good  last  week.  Durness  hotel  anglers  therefore 
had  not  much  luck.  Dr.  Everley  Taylor,  of 
Scarborough,  a noted  hand  at  the  sport,  arrived 
to  fish  the  Dionard  river  and  loch. 


Sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  rivers 
Inver  and  Kirkaig,  Lochinver,  Sutherlandshirc, 


in  connection  with  the  Lochinver  hotels,  has  now 
commenced  in  earnest,  and  with  the  continuance 
of  the  water  in  good  volume,  is  sure  to  keep  up 
for  a while. 


Vast  numbers  of  the  Clyde  grayling  have  died 
of  late  from  a sort  of  eating  away  of  the  flesh 
on  their  heads. 


I hear  from  Mr.  Wallace  that  the  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout  loch  and  stream  fishings,  and 
the  sea  and  sea  loch  fishings,  in  connection  with 
his  hotels  at  Inchnadamph  and  Kyleskue,  Suther- 
landshire,  are  nearly  all  doing  well  at  present. 


On  the  Ness,  though  fish  have  been  running 
freely,  anglers  are  still  obtaining  rather  poor 
sport.  

Some  sea  trout  have  now  got  into  Loch 
Lomond. 


In  spinning  at  night  for  grilse  with  the 
natural  minnow  in  clear  water,  it  usually  pays 
best  to  spin  pretty  fast — faster  than  for  yellow 
trout — unless  the  water  is  very  swift,  requiring 
little  working  of  the  bait  by  the  angler. 


Mr.  James  Johnston,  of  Montrose,  is  doing 
wonders  at  present  in  netting  for  salmon  and 
grilse  in  the  North  and  South  Esks  rivers,  and 
district  sea  fisheries.  Therefore,  you  may  be 
sure  he  is  rubbing  his  hands  with  glee.  He  is  a 
most  practical  man — a member  of  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board,  who  knows  how  to  catch  the 
salmon  tribe  in  proper  quantities,  and  not  allow 
them  away  up  river  ostensibly  for  idiots  of  sports- 
men, but  just  to  get  diseased  and  rot ! ! 


Within  the  week  drenching  thunder  pelts  have 
been  common  over  a great  part  of  Scotland,  bring- 
ing,  in  many  cases,  the  streams  of  the  districts 
affected  down  in  heavy  volume.  Accordingly  sport 
with  trout  by  fishing  the  worm  by  day  and  the 
natural  minnow  at  night  has  proved  very  poor. 
But  certain  it  is  the  increase  of  water  will  have 
encouraged  and  enabled  more  fish  to  leave  the  sea 
and  pass  the  nets,  to  afford  sport  to  anglers.  It 
should  also  have  bettered  the  angling  for  trout  in 
upland  burns  and  hill  streams.  Finnocks  of  the 
second  migration  in  the  east  coast  rivers  have 
begun  to  run  with  the  freshened  water ; and 
wherever  in  the  districts  of  the  short-seasoned 
summer  rivers  the  water  has  increased  appreci- 
ably, sport  with  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout 
should  now  or  forthwith  be  at  its  best,  as  the 
cream  of  the  season  for  the  bulk  of  such  waters 
comes  on  about  this  time  of  the  year. 


From  the  River  Ythan  Sea  Trout  Fishery, 
Newburg-by- Aberdeen,  I hear  that  “the  big 
chaps  mentioned  last  week  as  seen  sporting  at 
the  sea  end  of  the  estuary  are  now  finding  their 
way  into  the  river,  and  some  beauties  have  been 
caught,  heaviest  2Jlb.  Before,  however,  general 
good  sport  is  obtained,  the  weather  will  have  to 
get  more  settled.  There’s  presently  too  much 
thunder  and  rain.” 


Large  autumn  salmon,  seeking  the  rivers  of 
the  east  coast,  arc  now  turning  up  in  good 
numbers.  Within  the  week,  several  of  weights 
above  401b.  have  been  netted,  and  just  the  other 
day  one  of  501b.  was  caught  at  the  Rockhall 
Fishing  Station,  Johnshaven,  Kincardineshire — 
an  unmistakable  North  Esk  salmon. 

During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  the  rods 
had  capital  sport  with  grilse — and  got  a few 
salmon — on  the  lower  beats  or  portion  of  the 
River  Shin  below  the  “ Big  Fall.” 


Recently  afairamountof  good  sport  wa9  had  on 
the  Cambu3  O’May,  Glentanar,  ar  d other  of  the 
best  summer  fisheries  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee. 
In  the  tributaries  Feugh  and  Dye,  whereon  sport 
has  proved  exceptionally  good,  ther  e has  not  been 
such  a stock  of  summer  run  fish  f ir  many  years 
past.  

Anglers  fishing  Loch  Awe>  Argyllshire)  are 
getting  a good  many  grilse. 


AVERAGE  OF  THE  DEVERON  AND 
SOME  OTHER  RIVERS. 

(Continued  from  page  31.) 

Br  E.  M.  Ton. 

One  day,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  I went  to 
Tummel  Bridge  and  fished  some  pools  below  the 
first  fall.  I hooked  such  trash  that  I never  went 
again,  for  I felt  quite  sure  that  the  average  with 
fly  was  far  beloiv  that  at  Rannoch,  and  yet  there 
are,  I think,  only  eight  or  nine  miles  between, 
and  the  water  there  has  increased  in  volume  too ! 
I suppose  that  the  food  supply  is  at  fault,  or 
perhaps  the  trout  wanted  to  take  a rise  out  of 
me.  i have  no  doubt  whatever  that  after  an 
autumn  flood,  when  the  Loch  Tummel  trout  are 
beginning  to  think  of  spawning,  that  some  very 
large  trout  would  be  taken  there  with  minnow  or 
good-sized  flies  ; but  this  is  not  the  usual  average 
of  the  river  in  May,  June,  and  July.  Again, 
after  it  leaves  Loch  Tummel  it  probably 
improves,  but  as  I have  never  fished  it  there  I 
cannot  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  I 
only  wanted  to  point  out  how  one  part  of  a river 
may  give  a very  different  average  from  another 
part  with  the  artificial  fly,  and  that  we  must  not 
be  impulsive,  and  rush  to  hasty  conclusions 
when  a brother  angler,  fishing  any  part  of  a 
river  you  have  never  thrown  a fly  across,  says 
that  he  makes  a certain  high  average — which  you 
feel  that  you  have  never  done— or  owns  to  a 
lower  average  than  you  think  ought  to  be  taken. 
Of  all  things  (I  hope  I offend  no  one  in  what  I 
am  going  to  say)  never  let  us  forget  the  courtesies 
of  life,  even  when  we  are  compelled  to  differ  from 
one  another.  And  confound  all  calling  of  names, 
all hootingand  jeering  at  our  neighbours,  especially 
in  writing.  If  one  must  differ,  do  so  as  a gentle- 
man, firmly  and  unflinchingly,  but  with  studied 
courtesy.  If  you  think  a man  is  telling  you  a 
lie,  tell  him  so  to  his  face,  and  then  look  out  for 
your  own ! At  least  this  is  manly,  but  I need 
not  say  it  is  hardly  exemplary  conduct,  and  is 
laudable  “ in  the  breach  rather  than  in  the 
observance.” 

And  now  I am  going  to  own  to  a very  strange 
blunder,  and  join  heartily  in  the  laugh  against 
myself. 

I had  recently  written  in  perfect  good  faith 
that  my  own  baskets  on  the  Deveron  seldom 
averaged  more  than  three  to  the  pound  with  fly, 
and  for  a whole  fishing  trip  that  this  was  the 
average  I had  made. 

When  “ Waterhen  Bloa”  (who  must  be  a good 
fisherman,  and  who  is  personally  acquainted 
with  some  of  my  oldest  angling  friends, 
though  I have  yet  to  meet  him)  wrote  to  me 
that  he  was  this  year  averaging  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  two  to  the  pound,  I was  so  confounded  that 
1 began  to  wonder  how  it  was  that  on  the  water 
he  fishes  an  average  was  obtainable  which  I could 
not  touch,  even  on  water  lower  down  the  same 
river,  and  I at  last  went  carefully  over  my  old 
diary  for  1888  (the  first  and  only  year  ot  the 
three  years  I fished  that  part  of  the  Deveron 
when  fly  only  was  the  lure).  I already  have 
■written  to  explain  away  two  printer’s  errors  or 
omissions  in  that  diary,  one  of  which  is  on  May  8. 
In  my  published  “Reminiscences”  I find  that  I, 
one  day,  had  put  down  only  the  weight  of  the  best 
twelve  trout — 71,1b.,  I now  add  the  rest,  namely, 
thirty-two  trout,  weighing  in  all  lflglb.  Anyone 
who  has  my  published  diary  will  see  an  even 
more  absurd  blunder,  which  surely  was  the 
printer’s,  not  mine. 

On  May  7 I am  made  to  say  that  my  best  dozen 
was  12|lb.,  whereas  I said  my  best  two  dozen,  but 
here  is  the  unaccountable  thing.  I had  guessed 
mentally  at  my  average,  and  1 had  made  a bad 
shot.  Now,  1 am  always  more  pleased  with  a 
good  average  than  with  anything  else — always 
provided  I get  a heavy  creel  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  for  I don’t  care  for  six  or  eight  trout 
averaging  |lb.,  or  even  Jib.  each,  on  a river  like 
the  Deveron.  It  is  slow  sport  when  it  comes  to 
a basket  so  small  as  that,  though  such  a creel  is 
frequently  all  one  can  get  on  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot  in  a day’s  trouting,  and  121b.  or  141b.  an 
unusual  basket. 

I recorded  in  my  diary  thirteen  days’  fly-fish- 
ing from  April  21,  1888,  and  here  are  the  actual 
figures,  deducting  three  kclt  whitlings,  which  all 
Border  anglers  keep  (to  give  away !),  weighing 
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1 ill).,  1 J lb.,  and  111),  each,  in  all  M'JIb.  Now,  on 
tlio  first  and  opening  day  I did  not  Luko  tho 
numbers,  only  the  correct  weight.  On  tho  last 
day  I came  home  chilled  to  the  marrow  by  reason 
of  tho  bittorly  cold  N.K.  gale  blowing,  and  1 was 
glad  to  “ weigh  ” and  hurry  up  to  change  my 
garments;  on  either  day  1 got  101b.  and  101,1b. 
of  trout  respocti voly.  1 liavogono  very  carefully 
over  my  diary,  and  subjoin  a statement  which  I 
trust  is  so  nearly  accurate  that  my  former  care- 
lessness may  be  atoned  for. 


The  Deveron. 


Dato. 

Nos. 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1838 

lb. 

April  21 

Not 

taken. 

10 

None. 

,,  23 

49 

19f 

I also  had  a kelt  whitling 
11  lb.  ; total,  211b. 

„ 25 

55 

21.) 

Rest  thirty-six  weighed 
17 Jib.  trout ; I had  also 
one  kelt  whitling  of  lib.  ; 
total  bag,  22Jlb. 

„ 26 

35 

151 

One  fresh-run  sea  trout 
41b.,  and  one  kelt  ditto 
lflb.  ; total  bag,  16)lb. 

„ 28 

40 

17! 

Best  twenty-four,  14J11). 

,,  2!) 

56 

23£ 

Best  twenty  - four,  151b., 
including  a freth-run  sea 
trout  lib. 

May  1 

46 

17! 

Best  twenty-four,  131b. 

„ 2 

51 

20J 

Best  twenty  - four,  13!lb., 
including  a brown  trout 

41b. 

— 

— 

Here  I fell  ill  with  a severe 
cold. 

i.  7 

44 

m 

Best  twenty-four,  12!lb. 

,,  8 

32 

lo.T 

Best  twelve,  7 Jib. 

„ 9 

36 

13 

None. 

„ 10 

34 

14 

None. 

„ 11 

Not 

taken. 

R'i 

None. 

Now  this  gives  for  the  eleven  days  where 
numbers  and  weight  were  both  recorded  a total  of 
478  trout,  195|lb.,  or  a daily  average  basket  of 
forty-three  trout,  weighing  (6Joz.  each)  171b.  lOoz. 

Now,  to  add  the  two  days  where  numbers  were 
forgotten  to  be  recorded,  this  gives  for  thirteen 
days'  Jig-fishing  an  average  basket  of  161b.  9oz. 
per  day. 

My  correspondent  philosophically  accounts 
thus  for  the  increase  in  his  own  average  (for  he  has 
rented  the  same  water  for  two  or  three  succes- 
sive seasons  I understand).  He  says  (in  a letter 
he  wrote  to  me)  that  last  year,  being  an  unusually 
bad  year,  the  trout  were  able  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  angler’s  wiles,  especially  where 
they  were  protected  from  the  poacher’s  net  by 
reason  of  the  keepers’  vigilance,  and  also  by  the 
rocky  and  stony  nature  of  the  river’s  bed  ; and  he 
points  out  that  the  trout  have  had  the  opportu- 
nity therefore  not  only  to  increase  in  numbers, 
but  in  average  size.  This  is  self-evident ! It  is 
also  the  reverse  of  brag!  We  have  exchanged 
patterns  of  flies,  and  I can  see  that  he  can  “ walk 
his  lane  ” (alone).  He  kindly  recently  gave  a friend 
of  mine  some  fishing  on  the  water  he  rents,  and 
which  he  fishes  so  fairly  and  so  skilfully.  I hope 
to  meet  him  yet,  and  to  exchange  courtesies  and 
“ tips,”  for  I am  always  keen  to  learn. 

Before  I lay  my  pen  down  I wish  to  say  that 
my  next  Deveron  trip  was  from  May  27  to 
June  25,  1889 — the  river  was  very  low  when  I 
arrived — and  my  next  trip  from  April  26  to 
May  27,  1890,  all  three  in  the  same  stretch  of 
water  — and  I refer  readers  to  my  “Diary,” 
lately  published  in  these  columns.  I was  unlucky 
one  year  because  a gang  of  poachers  had  netted 
two  and  a half  hundredweight  of  trout  just  before 
I arrived  ('89),  and  the  next  year  (’90)  a poaching 
rascal  used  to  fish  the  best  streams  for  the 
C.  W.  W.  before  1 was  out  of  my  bed — a fellow 
who  knew  how  to  fish,  too  1 This  in  a low  water 
of  course  was  somewhat  damaging,  and  vexing 
too.  But  every  dog  has  its  day,  and  I imagine 
that  by  now  he  has  been  warned  off  1 ! When  all 
is  said  and  done,  however,  1 was  disappointed 
with  my  C.  W.  W.  fishing  as  a whole.  1 made 
some  fair  baskets,  it  is  true,  up  to  191b.,  but  I 
expected  to  have  made  a far  higher  record  and 
average  than  1 did.  Of  course  I am  no  longer 
young.  I seldom  wet  a line  before  10  or  10.30 
a.m.,  and  I end  at  five,  or  at  latest  six,  as  a rule, 
in  summer,  for  evening  fishing  I never  found 
good  on  tho  Deveron,  even  in  June.  I hear  that 
it  is  good  in  July  and  August  1 ! And  now  “ my 
reel  is  exhausted  ! ” 


FISHING  IN  NORFOLK. 

Br  an  Angler  Canoeist. 

( Continued  from  page  32.) 

Ik  not  carefully  kept  down  by  artificial  means 
(or  by  the  assistance  of  a few  pairs  of  swans,  who 
are  tremendous  destroyers  of  weeds,  &c.,  of  all 
kinds)  in  a very  short  space  of  time  even  large 
spaces  of  water  will  bo  so  densely  covered  with 
lilies,  and  their  attendant  collection  of  smaller 
aquatic  growths,  that  there  will  absolutely  not  be 
space  enough  into  which  to  cast  one’s  float  with 
any  hope  of  landing  a fish  when  hooked,  if  it 
should  bo  of  any  size.  This  is  no  exaggerated 
statement,  but  one  which  is  founded  upon  actual 
painful  experiences  in  such  waters,  which  but  a 
few  years  ago  yielded  excellent  sport.  At  the 
same  time  a greater  mistake  cannot  be  made  than 
to  cleanse  and  dredge  out  all  the  mud  of  a tench 
pond,  a certain  amount  of  the  latter  commodity 
beiDg  evidently  almost  as  essential  to  their  well- 
being as  water  itself.  We  saw  an  instance  of  this 
in  the  case  of  a friend  who,  possessing  a rather 
odoriferous  horsepond  swarming  with  magnificent 
tench,  thought  it  would  be  a fine  improvement  to 
have  the  pond  raked,  deepened,  and  restocked. 
Result : every  single  fish  in  the  water  died,  and 
there  has  never  been  any  success  with  the  place 
since.  We  consider,  however,  that  the  best  way 
to  keep  a tench  pond  in  a condition  to  yield 
good  sport  is  to  allow  about  one  half  of  it 
to  grow  as  weedy  as  it  may,  but  the  remaining 
half  should  be  kept  perfectly  clear,  as  it 
is  to  such  clear  spaces  that  the  tench  will 
always  be  attracted  by  ground-bait  in  the  early 
morning  or  late  evening  in  far  larger  numbers 
than  if  the  entire  water  is  maintained  in  a 
weedless,  unsheltering  condition.  It  must  also  be 
kept  in  view  that  the  weeds  are  invaluable  to  the 
spawning  fish  to  enable  them  to  rid  themselves  of 
their  spawn  in  the  spring.  To  summarise — a 
happy  medium  between  dense  overgrowth  and 
complete  bareness  is  evidently  the  result  to  be 
aimed  at  in  regulating  a tench  pond. 

Tench  fishing  then,  as  before  observed,  is 
worthy  of  more  consideration  than  is  accorded 
to  it  by  anglers,  if  only  as  a welcome  change  from 
the  customary  round  of  bream,  perch,  or  roach 
fishing,  which  may  perhaps  become  at  times  just 
a “leetle”  monotonous.  Perseverance,  study  of 
their  habits,  and  a moderate  exercise  of  angling 
skill,  will  combine  to  bring  many  large  fish  to  the 
creel,  and,  as  they  are  powerful  fighters  and 
( contrary  to  roach,  chub,  bream,  or  rudd)  delicious 
for  the  table,  it  will  probably  be  conceded  by 
those  who  try  it  that  angling  for  these  fish  is  a 
branch  of  the  piscatorial  art  by  no  means  to  be 
despised. 

Among  fishes  which  inhabit  Norfolk  waters — 
or  rather,  to  speak  more  accurately,  certain  spots 
in  them — and  are  rarely  noticed  or  caught  by  the 
hundreds  of  anglers  who  yearly  resort  thither  (we 
do  not  here  refer  to  local  anglers),  are  the  gudgeon 
and  the  lamprey,  and,  most  curious  and  rarest  of 
all,  the  flounder,  though  this  last  but  rarely 
exceeds  4in.  or  5in.  in  length  when  met  with.* 
The  writer  has  taken  (and  seen  taken)  several 
specimens  of  this  funny  little  flat-fish  from  the 
millstream  at  Horstead,  one  of  which  was  kept, 
as  being  somewhat  of  a curiosity,  in  a shallow 
bath  for  a considerable  time.  Of  course  they 
are  of  no  interest  to  the  fisherman  from  a sport- 
ing point  of  view,  and  their  capture  (with  red 
worm,  by  the  by)  is  only  commented  upon  as 
a rather  unusual  incident.  The  lamprey  used  to 
be  very  abundant  at  Horstead  about  midsummer, 
and  they  also  appeared  at  varying  periods  at 
Buxton-Lammas.  Tho  shallows  at  the  first- 
named  place  used  to  teem  with  them,  and 
they  were  caught,  both  by  hand  and  ring-net, 
in  considerable  quantities  by  those  who  were 
undeterred  from  their  pursuit,  and  the  subse- 
quent gastronomic  celebration,  by  the  fate  of  one 
of  England’s  much  lamented  monarchs.  As  for 
gudgeon,  about  ten  or  twelve  years  back  they 
swarmed  in  thousands  upon  the  gravelly  stretches 
so  plentiful  in  the  Upper  Bure,  and  in  the 
shallow  tributary  brooks,  but  unfortunately, 
owing  to  the  decrease  of  tho  wherry  traffic  and 

* The  smelt  was  formerly  caught  in  great  numbers  in 
the  Yare  just  bolow  Norwich  at  certain  seasons,  while 
we  havo  been  informed  of  their  having  ascended  the 
Bure  as  far  as  Coltishall  Look. 


consequent  deterioration  of  the  bed  of  the  river, 
resulting  from  heavier  growth  of  weeds  and 
kindred  causes,  they  are  far  less  abundant  than 
at  that  time,  though  in  1893  they  could  be 
observed  in  very  large  numbers  in  the  Upper 
Bure  wherever  the  bottom  was  tolerably  clear 
from  weeds  or  “ scum.”  As  bait  for  large  perch 
or  jack  they  were  unequalled ; nicely  fried  and 
served  hot  on  brown  broad  and  butter  the  large 
ones  were  delicious,  and  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  there  should  bo  so  much  likelihood 
of  their  becoming  so  extremely  scarce  as  to  bo 
practically  unobtainable  in  any  quantity  either 
for  bait  or  the  table,  in  which  two  connections 
of  course  this  fish  is  only  of  interest  to  the 
adult  angler. 

Probably  to  the  great  majority  of  anglers  the 
dace  is  more  attractive  as  a killing  bait  for  live- 
baiting  or  spinning  for  pike  than  in  any  other 
guise,  though  we  do  not  mean  it  to  be  inferred 
that  we  ignore  the  fact  that  there  is,  neverthe- 
less, a large  section  of  the  fishing  community 
who  indulge  in  and  enjoy  dace  fishing  per  se. 
This  bright,  elegant,  and  sport-giving  fish  is  very 
plentiful  throughout  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Wensum,  Yare,  Bure,  and  their  tributaries,  but 
as  fly-fishing  is  so  scantily  practised  on  them, 
comparatively  few  baskets  of  dace  are  seen.  We 
recollect  one  stream  which  contained  hundreds  of 
them,  from  a few  ounces  to  nearly  lib.  in  weight, 
and  numbers  (occasionally  two  at  a time)  could  be 
taken  rapidly  and  easily  with  any  small  dark  fly 
in  the  shallower  runs  of  water,  while  in  the  pools, 
at  every  bend  of  the  stream,  the  red  worm, 
artistically  manipulated,  would  soon  bring  to 
bank  many  of  the  shining  beauties.  Drop- 
ping a worm  down  through  a bridge  would 
yield  excellent  results,  though  a keen 
sense  of  touch  was  required  to  strike  suc- 
cessfully. This  was  an  especially  killing 
method  at  Ingworth  Bridge  near  Aylsham  at  one 
period,  as  at  that  time  the  dace  frequented  the 
water  there  in  immense  numbers,  and  we  have 
actually  seen  the  pool  below  the  bridge  “ black  ” 
with  their  backs  in  the  early  part  of  June.  It 
must  be  remarked,  however,  that  this  spot  was 
‘private  water,  though  leave  was  to  be  obtained 
without  much  difficulty.  The  dace  in  the  mill 
pools  of  the  Bure  (for  which  leave  is  generally 
granted  to  any  reasonable  applicant)*  do  not  as  a 
rule  scale  over  ^lb , though  abounding  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  As  would  be  naturally 
expected,  dace  are  rarely  taken  on  the  Bure  below 
Coltishall,  on  the  Yare  below  Trowse,  and  on  the 
Wensum  below  the  north-western  boundaries  of 
the  city  of  Norwich. f 

Although  not  exactly  relevant  to  the  subject 
of  dace  fishing,  the  mention  of  the  Bure  in  con- 
nection with  it  has  here  reminded  us  that  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  remark  upon  the  fact  that  this 
river  possesses  perhaps  the  best  almost  uninter- 
rupted stretch  of  practically  public  angling  water 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  broad  district  for  bank 
angling,  namely,  roughly  about  twelve  miles. 
The  towing  path  held  by  the  Aylsham 
Navigation  Company  commences  at  Coltishall 
Lock,  and  except  for  the  intervention  of  Coltishall 
Bridge,  extends  on  the  right  bank  (going  up 
stream)  without  any  but  a few  trifling  obstacles 
(which  any  angler  using  his  eyes  and  legs  can 
surmount)  almost  to  Buxton  Mill,  about  4|-  miles  ; 
from  Buxton  Mill  to  Oxnead  Lock  (about  three 
miles)  the  path  is  on  the  left  side,  but  is  some- 
what grass-grown  and  “ nettly  ” at  times,  while 
after  leaving  Oxnead  the  path  is  on  the  right  up 
to  the  mouth  of  Burgh  Mill  stream  (about  one 
mile).  It  is  best  on  the  whole,  however,  as  tho 
meadows  hereabouts  are  private,  for  the  angler  to 
take  a short  cut  by  the  public  road  on  leaving 
Oxnead,  passing  through  the  village  of  Burgh 
and  regaining  the  left  bank  of  the  river  by  Burgh 
Church,  or  a little  further  on  at  Burgh  Bridge, 
when  he  will  find  good  walking  for  about  two 
miles  to  the  mouth  of  the  Aylsham  Mill  Stream. 
Here  it  will  be  necessary,  if  the  angler  desires  to 
go  further  (if  he  cannot  chance  upan  a boat  or 
wherry),  to  make  a detour  over  the  adjacent 
meadows  to  gain  the  town  of  Aylsham — but  it 
must  be  pointed  out  that  these  are  privato 
property,  and  although  personally  we  have 
never  experienced  any  check  to  our  progross 
over  them,  still  such  an  event  as  thoir  boing 

* Fishing  clubs  or  parties  generally  exooptod. 
t Tho  Wonsum  oeasos  ns  a separate  river  at  Crown 
Point  below  Oarron  Works. 
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maintained  “ strictly  private  ” might  likely 
occur  at  any  time,  owing  to  various  causes,  and 
the  angler  will  find  ample  room  for  the  enjoyment 
of  his  sport  in  the  other  sections  of  the  river, 
in  fishing  which  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  super- 
fluous to  advise  the  angler  to  use  the  finest  of 
tackle,  and  to  cast  out  as  far  as  he  possibly  can, 
almost  to  the  opposite  bank  if  needful,  and  not  to 
waste  much  time  in  one  spot.  Tight-line  roach 
fishing  is  all  very  well  in  theory,  and  in  the  case 
of  punt  fishing  often  in  practice  also ; but  in  a 
river  like  this  it  is  useless  attempting  it  in 
angling  from  the  bank,  and,  indeed,  from  the 
necessity  of  fishing  so  far  off  in  order  to  secure 
any  fish  worth  looking  at,  is  entirely  impracti- 
cable. It  is,  therefore,  advisable  to  use  a 12ft.  or 
14ft.  light  cane  rod,  with  tolerably  large  standing 
rings,  having  a fair  amount  of  “ spring  ” in  the 
top,  the  very  lightest  and  finest  of  plaited  silk 
roach  running  lines,  stained  gut,  a small  but 
weighted  porcupine  quill,  and  one  shot  placed 
well  above  the  bait.  l)o  not  strike  too  quickly — 
a really  good  roach  bites  very  steadily — and,  if 
possible,  select  spots  where  the  run  of  deep  water 
(or  “channel”)  is  on  the  far  side;  it  is  almost 
useless  to  fish  where  the  “ channel”  is,  so  to 
speak,  right  under  the  angler’s  feet.  Of  course,  it 
is  much  to  be  desired  that  there  should  be  a fair 
breeze  from  the  angler’s  side  of  the  river,  but 
such  a fortunate  state  of  affairs  is  not  always 
likely  to  exist.  If  the  weeds  are  being  cut, 
although  the  fish  will  then  bite  well,  few  fisher- 
men will  be  able  to  tolerate  the  nuisance  their 
presence  floating  down  stream  occasions,  and 
fishing  is  then  so  annoying  that  it  is  decidedly 
best  to  abandon  it.  If  these  few  hints  are  kept 
in  mind  any  tolerably  expert  angler  will  almost 
certainly  secure  capital  sport  on  these  and 
kindred  waters  ; but  inattention  to  such 
apparently  trivial  details  will  almost  as  certainly 
result  in  his  throwing  up  the  sport  in  disgust 
at  the  consequent  want  of  success,  and  declaring 
that  henceforth  he  will  “ have  none  o’t ; there  are 
no  fish;  or,  that  the  brutes  won’t  bite,  &c.” 


WALTON, 

AND  SOME  EARLIER  WRITERS  ON  FISH 
AND  FISHING,  BY  R.  B.  MARSTON,  &c. 

By  H.  R.  Francis,  M.A. 

It  is  a pleasant  phase  of  many  a fly-fisher’s 
experience  to  trace  some  wild  brook  from  its 
upland  source  to  the  estuary  which  finally 
receives  it.  He  notes  its  changing  character,  its 
growth  in  volume  and  power  as  it  descends  from 
moorland  to  rocky  glen,  down  gleaming  cascade 
and  eddying  pool,  past  sloping  meadows  and 
hurrying  shallows,  ever  “ a broader  and  a broader 
stream,”  till  it  meets  the  level  expanse  which 
absorbs  its  outfall.  Yet  methinks  such  an  explorer 
may  enjoy  a still  higher  treat  if  he  will  reverse 
his  devious  ramble,  and  trace  the  same  stream 
upward  from  its  lowest  level  to  its  obscure  yet 
elevated  source.  He  treads  a rougher  path — he 
cannot  avoid  steep  passes  where  he  strains  foot 
and  hand  to  win  his  upward  way — but  he  sees 
many  features  of  wild  beauty  which  escape  the 
hasty  ranger  down  hill.  He  gazes  into  the  rocky 
hollows  with  their  rich  growth  of  ferns  and 
flowers ; he  faces  the  rush  of  the  waterfall, 
spanned  perhaps  by  the  arch  of  a misty  rainbow  ; 
he  peeps  into  dark  recesses  where  the  circling 
eddies  invite  his  wariest  cast.  And  ever  he  feels 
himself  struggling  upward  and  skyward  into  a 
higher  and  purer  air. 

A pleasure  not  unlike  his  I have  derived  from 
the  well-devised  volume  before  me.  Like  other 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I have  enjoyed 
following  Mr.  Marston’s  lead  down  the  ' ever- 
widening  flow  of  angling  literature  and  enter- 
prise. He  has  now  turned  his  researches  up  the 
stream  of  time,  conducting  us  from  the  familiar 
era  of  Walton  to  the  older  days  of  early  writers 
less  known,  but  not  unworthy  of  respectful 
notice.  And  I venture  to  predict  that  the  editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  followed  in  his  new 
line  of  exploration  by  the  elite  of  his  many 
habitual  readers,  not  merely  with  curiosity,  but 
with  lively  interest. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  professors  of  the 
“ gentle  craft  ” have  systematically  ignored  the 
gentler  sex  in  their  nomenclature.  We  hear  of 
“ brothers  of  the  angle,”  the  “ angling  fraternity,” 
and  similar  phrases,  all  apparently  assuming 
that  the  honours  and  the  joys  of  the  much 


praised  “ Fisher’s  Life  ” are  to  be  regarded  as 
propria  quce  maribus.  And  therefore  we  gladly 
recognise  an  instalment  of  justice  to  the  ladies 
in  the  prominent  position  taken  by  a female 
writer  in  the  earliest  angling  literature.  Mr. 
Marston  is  frank  and  ungrudging  in  the  praise  he 
bestows  on  Dame  Juliana  Berners’  contribution  to 
the  “ Boke  of  St.  Albans,”  a sort  of  embryo 
“ Badminton  Library  Limited,”  printed  by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde.in  the  second  edition  of  which, 
dated  1496,  her  “ Treatyse  of  Fysshynge  with  an 
Angle  ” appeared.  Several  writers  have  regarded 
this  “ Treatyse  ” as  mei-ely  a compilation,  quite 
overlooking  the  meaning  of  the  word  “ com- 
pylyd,”  as  used  by  the  learned  dame,  who  gives 
her  reasons  for  not  empryntyng  it  “ alone  by 
itself  ” “ in  a lytyll  plannflet,”  but  rather 

“ compylyng  it  in  a greter  volume  of  dyverse 
bokys  concernynge  to  gentyll  and  noble  men.” 
This  error  takes  a playful  form  in  a leading 
article  suggested  by  the  book  before  me  to  the 
ever-lively  Saturday  Review  for  June  9. 

The  writer  j umps  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the 
earlier  writers  on  angling  were — not  to  put  too 
fine  a point  on  it — literary  poachers,  and  pro- 
fesses to  draw  his  evidence  from  Mr.  Marston’s 
narrative.  It  may  be  superfluous  to  argue 
seriously  against  a critic  whose  main  object 
seems  to  be  that  of  “ poking  fun.”  But  we  may 
remark  that  if  Wynkyn  de  Worde  appended 
some  coarse  illustrations  to  Dame  Juliana’s 
elegant  “ Treatyse,”  it  was  a blunder,  but 
not  a theft.  Nor  is  it  quite  fair  under  the 
head  of  “ literary  poaching  ” to  condemn  early 
writers  on  angling  who,  in  a state  of  fishing 
and  fisheries  utterly  different  from  those  with 
which  we  are  now  too  familiar,  suggested  the 
killing  lure  of  salmon  roe.  Again,  it  may  be  an 
interesting  coincidence  that  the  term  “ contem- 
plative,” as  applied  to  anglers,  should  be  found  in 
a MS.  of  about  1420;  but  are  we  really  bound  to 
assume  that  Walton  two  centuries  later  “con- 
veyed ” from  such  a source  the  word  he  used  to 
describe  the  sport  in  which  he  of  all  men  seems 
most  to  have  felt  the  gracious  presence  of  “ the 
cherub  contemplation  ? ” 

I have,  perhaps,  dwelt  too  long  on  a mere 
jeu  d' esprit,  which  will  not  incline  us  to  withdraw 
from  Mr.  Marston’s  safe  guidance  through  the 
earliest  stages  of  our  angling  literature.  Let  me 
now  return  to  Dame  Juliana’s  “ treatyse,”  not  to 
show  its  practical  merit — for  this  has  been  done  in 
Mr.  Marston’s  work  both  broadly  and  in  detail — 
but  to  point  out  instances  of  its  moral,  and  I will 
venture  to  add,  its  spiritual  value.  We  may,  I 
think,  tell  over  the  whole  bead-roll  of  piscatory 
writers,  from  this  gifted  lady  down  to  Walton  him- 
self without  findinganything  purer  in  sentiment  or 
more  elevated  in  tone  than  her  precepts  touching 
the  temper  of  mind  and  habits  of  life  and  conduct 
which  best  become  the  true  angler,  such  as  we 
would  fain  see  him  : 

Qaalem  neques  monstrare  et  sentio  tantum. 

Perhaps  the  keynote  of  her  teaching,  as 
distinguished  from  Walton’s — with  which,  how- 
ever, it  often  harmonises — will  be  found  in  its 
negative  character.  She  sets  forth,  indeed,  most 
eloquently  the  “ sweet  uses  ” of  her  favourite 
sport,  but  with  frequent  cautions  against  abuse. 
Piscator  says,  “ this  may  pleasure  some  poor 
body.”  The  Dame  is  emphatic  in  forbidding 
trespasses  on  any  “poore  manny’s  severall  water.” 
Piscator  rejoices  in  the  fragrant  shelter  of  his 
fllowery  hedge;  she  loves  “the  sweet  savoure  of 
floures,”  but  must  give  anglers  the  wholesome 
caution  “ that  ye  breke  noo  manny’s  heggys  in 
going  about  your  dysportes.”  How  many  a 
waterside  meadow  is  now  closed  which  might  be 
open  had  but  our  modern  anglers  heeded  the 
Dame’s  honest  rede.  And  again,  how  few  are 
the  fly-fishers  who  do  not  need  her  precept 
that  “ ye  shall  not  be  to  ravenous  in  takyng 
of  your  sayd  game  as  to  moche  at  one 
time!”  For  myself,  I humbly  plead  guilty, 
though  I think  I mended  my  practice  after  some 
one  had  styled  me  a “ long-legged  otter.”  Be  it 
observed,  however,  that  there  is  no  moroseness 
in  the  Dame’s  cautions.  She  is  eminently  cheerful, 
and  commends  a “ mery  spyryte  ” with  tem- 
perance and  early  rising,  as  tending  to  secure  to 
the  angler  a long  and  healthy  life.  I take  leave 
of  her  with  regret,  and  would  gladly  see  her 
“ lytyll  plaunflet  ” brought  out  in  a small  volume 
with  a few  judicious  notes  and  illustrations 
worthy  of  the  matter. 


Readers  of  Mr.  Marston’s  book  will  of  courso 
recognise  that  its  central  figure  is  Izaak  Walton, 
and  that  the  writer  is  both  able  and  willing  to  do 
justice,  not  only  to  the  “Compleat  Angler” 
himself,  but  to  the  various  attractions  which  his 
works  present  as  seen  in  more  than  100  different 
editions.  The  detailed  description  of  many  of 
these  which  Mr.  Marsden  is  able  to  give  from 
specimens  in  his  own  collection,  may  well 
make  a zealous  Waltonian’s  mouth  water, 
and  would  be  an  unsafe  study  for  any  fisher- 
man in  danger  of  covetous  longings.  So 
thorough  is  my  devotion  to  dear  old  Izaak’s 
memory  that  I can  but  praise  and  admire  the 
man  who  has  gathered  round  him  a long  array 
of  these  literary  trophies.  Every  edition  has  a 
charm  for  me  save  the  few — and,  happily,  they  are 
very  few — whose  editors  seem  to  adopt  a tone  of 
disparagement,  or,  what  I resent  still  more  keenly, 
of  patronage  towards  a writer  whom  we  cannot 
love  as  he  deserves  without  also  looking  up  to 
him.  Yet  my  personal  wants  in  this  matter  are 
easily  satisfied,  and  may  perhaps  fairly  represent 
those  of  the  average  Waltonian.  I am  fain  to  be 
content  with  such  as  may  be  easily  and  pleasantly 
read  under  various  circumstances : A pocket 
edition ; a hand  edition  ; a table  edition,  which  I 
may  spread  before  me  and  study  at  my  ease,  so  as 
to  “ lose  nc  ’rop  of  the  immortal  man,”  would 
satisfy  my  mou.  st  ambition.  The  first  of  these 
requirements  may  perchance  be  met  by  the  tiny 
32mo.  — honoured  by  a lodging  near  Mr. 
Marston’s  heart  — which  we  owe  to  Messrs. 
Pickering.  Happy  those  whose  eyes  feel  no 
strain  in  reading  this  pigmy  impress  of  thoughts 
which  have  long  been  “ writ  large  ” in  a 
thousand  loving  memories.  For  the  table,  nothing 
can  be  better  than  that  gem  of  typography, 
Sir  Harris  Nicholas’s  edition,  in  2 vols.,  4to. ; 
also  due  to  Messrs  Pickering.  Yet  Mr.  Marston’s 
own  Lea  and  Dove  edition  of  the  text  pur  et 
simple  may  boast  a rival  though  different  charm. 
For  the  golden  mean,  the  hand  volume — 12mo. 
perhaps,  or  small  8vo. — which  shall  fill  without 
burthening  the  grasp,  and  offer  a clear  and  size- 
able type  to  the  reader,  lam  pleasingly  perplexed 
with  such  an  enibarras  de  ricliesses  that  I do  not 
profess  to  direct  anyone’s  choice. 

( To  be  continued.) 

THE  ALLIGATOR  AND  “ MUSK  ” 
INDUSTRIES. 

By  J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 
Alligator  Eggs. 

Whilst  some  observers  state  that  the  alligator 
lays  from  fifty  to  sixty  eggs,  others  declare  that 
the  usual  number  varies  from  120  to  160.  Again, 
the  eggs  are  alleged  to  be  sometimes  the  size  of 
those  of  the  goose,  and  at  others  as  big  as  those 
of  a turkey. 

The  freshwater-frequenting  alligator  on  de- 
positing her  eggs  on  the  dry  sandy  shore  often 
places  between  the  layers  of  eggs  dry  leaves  and 
grass,  which  by  decomposing  under  the  sun’s 
heat  hasten  the  hatching. 

The  egg-shell  is  rough,  having  a whitish  thick 
albumen,  which,  like  that  of  the  turtle  egg,  does 
not  undergo  coagulation  on  cooking. 

The  yellow  yolk  of  this  egg  is  said  to  be  coarse 
eating. 

Vultures  and  Alligators’  Eggs. 

Vultures  watch,  wait,  and  waylay  the  female 
alligator  as  she  goes  on  land  to  deposit  and  cover 
up  her  eggs  in  the  sands.  When  she  retires  these 
birds  scratch  up  the  eggs  and  eat  them. 

Parental  Alligators. 

Like  pigeons  the  female  alligator  has  been 
alleged  to  disgorge  half  digested  food  to  feed  her 
young.  However,  the  male  alligators  and  some 
large  ravenous  fish  devour  small  alligators. 

Growth. 

Atlantic  alligators  mature  leisurely,  as  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year  they  only  attain  about  a foot 
in  length. 

At  the  age  of  ten  or  fifteen  they  measure  only 
about  2 feet,  whilst  when  seventy-five  years  old 
or  more  they  will  even  then  not  exceed  12  feet 
from  tip  to  tail. 

Vultures  and  Dead  Alligators. 

Travellers  relate  that  a recently  dead  alligator 
may  often  be  surrounded  by  vultures,  whose 
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bouks  arc  unable  to  perforate  the  monster’s  tough 
skin  till  this  lias  boon  softened  by  putrefactive 
changes. 

These  long  waiting  and  watching  vultures, 
however,  have  ultimately  to  leave  their  intended 
dinner,  because  in  its  fluid  condition  it  is  too 
offensively  decomposed  oven  for  such  foul-feeding 
birds  of  proy. 

1 f the  vultures  wore  good  anatomists,  prior  to 
tho  putrefaction  of  the  alligator  they  would 
have  at  once  attacked  its  tail,  whoro  tho  skin — 
especially  between  the  joints — is  comparatively 
soft,  and  so  perforate  and  work  their  way  for- 
wards towards  tho  alligator’s  abdomen. 

Commercial  Hunting. 

In  tho  United  States,  towards  its  south- 
eastern coast  on  tho  Atlantic,  Florida  is  the  chief 
commercial  centre  for  carrying  on  alligator  hunt- 
ing, where,  from  1880  to  1890  (or  in  eleven  years) 
upwards  of  2,1)00, 000  alligators  were  slaughtered. 
Of  courso  at  this  rapid  rate  the  alligator  has 
there  already  become  comparatively  scarce,  and 
threatens  in  a few  years  hence  to  be  practically 
exterminated,  if  not  extinct,  as  well  as  the  local 
aquatic  and  wading  birds  of  the  same  State. 

Alligator  Farms. 

In  suitable  localities  it  would  be  advisable  at 
once  to  artificially  rear  alligators  before  this 
creature  has  been  hunted  out  of  creation. 

Live  Alligator  Trade. 

During  1890  tourists  to  Jacksonville  (Florida) 
bought  about  8400  small  live  alligators,  at  prices 
usually  varying  from  lOd.  to  Is.  5|d.  each, 
though  at  times  the  cost  fell  to  only  5d.  apiece. 

Large  live  alligators  Oft.  to  12ft.  long  each 
realised  as  much  as  £2  8s.  to  £2  16s. 

Small  Stuffed  Alligators 
were  sold  in  1890  in  Florida  for  about  one  shilling 
more  than  the  living  animal  of  the  same  size. 

Skins  and  “ Leather.” 

The  marketable  skins  vary  from  3ft.  to  12ft.  in 
length,  for  which  in  1890  the  hunter  received 
about  2s.  6d.  apiece.  These  the  ubiquitous  uni- 
versal middlemen  or  dealers  sell  to  the  New 
York  tanners  at  a profit  of  2gd.  on  each  hide. 

Properly  tanned  alligator  leather,  especially 
from  the  hides,  is  said  to  supply  material  render- 
ing boots  and  shoes  impervious  to  water. 

It  is  extensively  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
small  fancy  articles,  like  card  and  cigar  cases,  &c. 

(To  be  continued.) 


CATCHING  A TROUT  POACHER 
REDHANDED. 


It  all  happened  in  t’  openin’  and  shuttin’  of  an 
ee.  My  mistress — Miss  Betsy  Bentwhin — was 
upstairs  fettlin’  hersell  to  attend  an  indignation 
meetin’  in  Buker  Skuleroom.  It  ’pears  she  had 
seen  our  parish  priest  buy  and  pocket  a copy  o’ 
t’  Sportin’  Tips  newspaper  at  Richmond  t’  day 
afore  t’  Derby  was  run,  and  figured  up  in  her 
mind  that  he  was  goin’  to  put  some  o’  t’  luxury 
end  o’  his  sixty  poond  a year  on.  There  was 
a terrible  fearsome  roo  in  t’  parish,  aboot  it,  and 
they — that  is  t’  landed  gentry-folks — were  stricken 
with  a fit  o’  pious  horror,  and  were  goin’  to  make 
things  unheavenly  for  that  poor  curate  chap,  and 
no  mistake. 

Bob,  our  coachman,  had  put  t’  old  mare  into  t’ 
four-wheeled  conveyance  and  was  just  givin’  t’ 
brass  buckles  a final  touch  up  with  his  hand- 
kutcher,  whiles  I stood  by  with  my  garden  rake 
and  spade  and  plagued  him  aboot  a servin’  lass 
that  had  clooted  his  lugs  for  him  t’  last  Sunday 
neet  ’cause  he  wanted  to  steal  a kiss  within  seet 
o’  her  mother. 

All  at  once  up  goes  a winder,  bang  ! and  oot 
pops  Miss  Betsy’s  head,  with  every  corkscrew 
curl  on  it  shakin’  in  a wild  whirl  o’  agitation. 
Her  face  was  t’  very  model  o’  ill-will,  and  flared 
like  t’  purple  sunrise  of  a wet  windy  day.  I 
shoodered  my  tools,  and  was  makin’  off  as  fast  as 
I could,  thinkiu’  it  was  mebby  my  waste  o’  time 
that  had  angered  her,  when  she  jerks  me  up  to  a 
full  stop  with  a “ Heigh,  stop,  old  Niversweat; 
I’ve  a job  for  thee.” 

It  seems  that  just  as  my  mistress  was  aboot  to 
don  her  bonnet  in  front  o’  t’  seein’  glass  sbo  spied 
a scoondril  of  a poacher,  rod  in  hand,  pullin’ 
great  golden-bell  ied  troots  oot  o’  t’  Lang  Wath 
Dub  as  fast  as  a hungered  hen  could  pock  oats 


Noo,  Miss  Betsy  is  a gay  bonny  floe-fisher  her- 
scll,  and  kens  every  troot  atween  t’  two  wattcr 
rails  that  swing  at  either  end  o’  her  property. 
To  boot  she’s  a stern,  hard  woman,  with  a mind 
o’  kessen  metal,  and  a tongue  that  has  a deft 
trick  o’  pist  sayin’  what’ll  reach  a tender  spot  and 
hurt.  She’s  natrally  enough  a hater  o’  poachers 
and  trespassers,  and  sits  with  her  work  at  a 
winder  from  which  she  can  get  as  good  a gliff  o’ 
t’  Swale  beck  windin’ away  in  and  oot  o’  Rowleth 
Boddoms,  as  a man  could  of  a thread  o’  silver 
runnin’  across  a billiard  table. 

She’s  always  got  a poorful  spyin’  glass  that’ll 
sigh  oot  nigh  as  long  as  to-day  and  to-morrow 
handy,  and  so  weel  has  it  been  kont  hoo  close  she 
watches  her  presarves,  that  man,  boy,  otter,  nor 
herinsew  lias  hazarded  a look  in  for  t’  last  ten 
year  gone. 

Shoots  she — “ He’s  fishin’  with  salmon  roe ; I 
can  tell  by  t’  way  he  flings  ’em  oot.  Look  sharp 
and  hee  away  after  him,  a brace  o’  gapin’  cloons. 
Hee  away,  will  ye,  across  t’  home  meddow  as  hard 
as  ye  can  and  catch  him,  or  he’ll  kill  every  bonny 
troot  in  my  watter.” 

“ He’s  landed  another  beauty ! ” screamed  she, 
and  slammed  t’  winder  doon  in  a fair  storm  o’ 
vexation. 

Bob  and  me  eed  each  other  ower  to  make  quite 
sure  we  were  alike  in  t’  intake  o’  her  frenzy,  and 
then  started  away  for  t’  beck  side,  quickly 
followed  by  Miss  Betsy,  helter-skelter,  with  a 
shawl  ower  her  head  and  a couple  of  servin’  lasses 
at  her  heels. 

Presently  we  comes  up  with  t’  poacher,  and  I 
coughs  lood  tkinkin’  to  give  him  a timely  hint  to 
take  hissell  off  through  t’  beck  and  ease  us  of 
further  bother,  but  he  sat  his  sitting’  on  t’  side 
of  a brant  bank  as  calm  and  cool  as  a dead  cat  in 
a frozen  watter  butt. 

His  rod  was  painted  green,  so  as  t’  fules  o’  fish 
wouldn’t  ken  ’t  from  a bended  reed  I suppose. 
He  was  fishin’  with  a mighty  poorful  line  on ’t, 
and  when  Bob  pulled  it  oot  o’  t’  watter  there  was 
a redly  yallery  lookin’  lump  o’  summet  on  t’  end 
on  it,  and  Miss  Betsy  at  seet  o’  this  went  into  a 
toorin’  passion  and  screamed  oot, 

“ Salmon  roe,  salmon  spawn,  you  blackguard, 
you  villain,  you  scoondril,  you  vagabond,  you 
murderin’  thief,  you  shall  have  six  months’  hard 
labour  in  Northallerton  jail  for  this.  George  IV., 
chapter  12.” 

T’  old  fellow,  who  was  a thoro’  stranger,  bood 
polite  as  ever  you  please  for  a gentleman,  smurred 
a smile,  and  said, 

“ Thank  ye,  mam.” 

It’s  surprisin’  hoo  soon  a man’s  pluck  will 
gather  ’t  sell  together  and  come  back  to  him 
directly  he  finds  oot  he  don’t  need  to  call  any  on 
’t  up  for  use.  Mine  came  back  in  a hurry  and 
brought  a lot  o’  self-respect  with  it,  and  I took 
firm  hold  o’  one  side  o’  t’  old  poacher  and  we 
began  to  haul  him — mebby,  I ought  to  confess,  a 
trifle  roughly — up  t’  bank. 

Whether  I slipped  or  Bob  slipped,  or  t’  old 
poacher  slipped,  I couldn’t  pretend  to  say  with  t’ 
least  shade  o’  certainty,  but  in  t’  space  of  a 
thought  we  were  all  three  rollin’  doon  t’  brant 
bank,  like  a mob  o’  cock  sparrows  fightin’  on  t’ 
roof  of  a summer  hoos,  and  niver  stopped  till  we 
landed  souse  in  t’  Swale  beck. 

I felt  summet  catch  me  such  a dander  in  t’ 
nape  o’  my  neck,  and  saw  thoosands  and  thoo- 
sands  o’  stars,  red,  white,  blue,  green,  and  yalla. 
I could  hear  t’  water  rattlin’  in  my  lugs  like  dried 
pez  in  a bladder.  Bob,  bein’  a young  chap  and 
strong,  got  us  both  to  our  feet  again,  but  while  I 
was  coughin’  and  rubbin’  t’  watter  oot  o’  my 
throat  and  een,  what’s  t’  old  beggar  of  a poacher 
do  but  tries  to  get  away.  Takin’  Bob  unawares, 
he  knocks  him  doon  by  some  sleet  dodge, 
and  then  drags  me  under  watter  by  my  heels. 
It  was  all  done  so  sharp  that  I hadn’t  time 
to  give  mooth,  but  when  my  nose  grated  on 
the  gravelly  boddom  I concluded  my  end  bad 
come,  and  distinctly  remember  thinkin’  what  a 
bad  life  I’d  led,  and  tryin’  vainly  to  hatch 
up  summat  o’  fair  complexion  to  say  in  excuse. 
When  I had  corned  roond  a bit,  and  bated 
tremblin’  and  spittin’  dirty  watter  from  t’  back 
o’  my  tongue  roots,  I could  see  Miss  Betsey  and 
her  maids  runnin’  across  t’  home  meddow  like 
March  hares.  They  wore  yellin’  “ Murder  ! 
murder ! murder ! ” amain  all  t’  way.  T old 
poacher  saw  ’em,  and  T was  sure  I got  a gliff 
o’  summet  liko  amusement  in  his  oe  tails.  For- 


tunately, oor  mistress  turned  her  head  a 
point  as  she  shot  atween  t’  garden  gate-posts, 
and  spyin’  Bob  and  me  with  oor  man  safely 
pinioned  on  t’  top  o’  t’  bank  saved  her  reason 
from  topplin’  I’m  persuaded,  and  robbed  York 
’sylum  of  three  more  daft  women. 

When  wo  got  oor  prisoner  home,  and  were 
aboot  to  lock  him  in  t’  stable,  Miss  Betsey,  who 
had  by  this  time  got  tolerable  purchase  ower  her 
fear,  told  Bob  he  would  have  to  drive  doon  to 
Buker  and  fetch  a constable  to  take  custody  of 
him.  The  old  chap  evidently  didn’t  expect  such 
stern  farin’,  for  at  this  he  fainted . clean  away, 
and  I never  paw  a man  froth  at  t’  gab  and 
turn  t’  white  o’  his  een  up  so  in  t’  whole  passage 
o’  my  life.  To  tell  the  fair  undonned  truth,  I 
began  to  be  freetened  that  if  he  deed  in  his  fit, 
as  was  nowt  unlikely,  I might  be  blamed  for 
killin’  him. 

Bob  was  scared  by  t’  seet  o'  him  and  stole  off 
under  t’  pretence  o’  padlockin’  t’  stable  loft  door 
and  makin’  things  seen  re.  Miss  Betsy  and  t’  servin’ 
lasses  had  run  within  doors  to  fetch  a smell  in’ 
bottle,  so  I suddenly  foond  mvsell  quite  alone 
kneelin’  by  t’  poacher’s  fit-stretched  body.  All  at 
once  I was  fairly  owercome  by  another  unloyal 
desire  to  be  quit  o’  t’  whole  business,  so  I shoots  in 
t’  poacher’s  lug  that  noo  was  his  chance  to  up  and 
off,  for  truly  I’d  supped  deep  enough  o’  his  bother, 
and  would  liefer  have  faced  a spate  o’  my  mistress’s 
anger  than  a full  bench  o’  magistrates  at  Richmond 
’sizes.  And  this  was  hardly  t’  worst,  for  a 
horrible  possibility  hinted  itsell  that  it  might  all 
end  in  a crooner’s  ’quest,  and  mebby  a hangman  s 
rope,  for  t’  law’s  a fearsome  uncertain  bog  to 
get  one’s  feet  in.  . ; 

But  he  niver  stirred  a limb,  and  t’  smellin  - 
bottle  didn’t  help  him.  I saw  plainly  from  t’  first 
that  his  constitootion  wasn’t  built  that  way,  and 
hinted  at  a drop  o’  brandy,  thinkin’,  I’m  open  to 
confess,  doon  at  t’  boddom  o’  me,  that  Miss  Betsy 
might  consider  my  own  condition  deservin  of  a 
drop  just  to  kill  t’  chance  of  a cold.  When  it 
came  two  curious  things  happened.  I suddenly 
recollected  I was  wearin’  a suit  o’  wet  clothes,  and 
fell  to  trembling  violently ; and  at  t’  very  first 
jyke  o’  t’  cork  that  old  poacher  began  to  come 
roond.  There  wasn’t  mickle  spilled  I mind,  and 
tho’  I said  nowt  I felt  mysell  deein  in  vain  for 
a drop  just  to  warm  t’  lash  o’  cold  beck  watter  I d 
swallowed. 

We  locked  t’  old  spawn-fisher  up  in  t’  stable, 
and  Bob  went  off,  wet  clothes  and  all,  for  a police- 
man. When  he  came  back  we  all  made  our 
“ dispositions,”  which  t’  constable  took  down  as 
“information  received”  in  fine  copybook  roond 
hand. 

He  examined  t’  fishin’  rod,  which  turned  oot  to 
be  simply  a rowan  tree  saplin’  with  a boot  weng 
tied  to  t’  end.  But  then  that  didn’t  matter  a 
bodkin,  for  I’ve  heard  tell  that  salmon  roe 
would  kill  troot  if  you  had  nobbet  t’  leg , of  a 
chair  and  a worsted  garter  to  fish  with,  they  re  so 
’mazin’ keen  on ’t. 

T’  policeman  next  examined  t’  poacher’s  fish- 
in’ creel,  which  contained  no  more  nor  no  less 
than  a good  sized  cobble  stane,  a poond  o Dutch 
cheese,  a coil  o’  old  clothes  line,  two  or  three 
rusty  butcher’s  meat  hooks,  and  three  red  herrin  s. 

T’  man  in  blue  turned  very  red  and  grooled  sura- 
met  aboot  my  mistress  bein’  prepared  to  pay  for 
makin’  a laffin’stock  o’  t'  law.  She  fired  up  at 
once,  and  told  him  she  wasn’t  used  to  ’pertinence 
from  such  common  folks  as  policeman,  and  bade 
him  attend  to  his  duty  and  arrest  t’  poacher. 

Bob  unlocked  t’  stable  door.  I rubbed  my  een 
hard  for  I couldn’t  believe  ’em.  ’Stead  o’  oor 
old  poacher  oot  walked  a gentleman  with  a little 
portmantle  in  his  hand.  He  was  dressed  spick 
and  span,  had  an  eeglass  fixed  neat  as  a kirk 
winder,  and  was  smokin’  a cigar. 

He  smiled  sweetly  all  roond,  doffed  his  hat  to 
oor  mistress,  and,  turnin’  to  t’  policeman,  clinked 
summet  into  t’  hand  that  held  t’  couplin’s  ready, 
and  said,  “ Frank  Bentwhin,  play-actor,  and 
nephew  to  his  respected  aunt,  Miss  Betsy  Bent- 
whin, o’  Trootbeck  Hall,  Swaledale,  to  whom  lie- 
tenders  his  apologies,  at  your  service.” 

Them  play-actin’  chaps  are  quoor  beggars. 
’Pears  t’  parson  and  Mr.  Frank  were  old  college 
chums,  and  he  had  schomed  to  ease  his  friend  by 
keepin’ t’  only  witness  on  behoof  o’  t saintly 
iudignation  meetin’  away. 

That  samo  evenin’  Miss  Betsy  s lawyer  was 
fetchod.  R-  Kkarton. 
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•Reports  from  Clufrs 


Anglers'  Association. — The  delegates  met  on  Monday  last, 
tho  1(1  til  inst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  occupied  the  chair.  After  the 
minutes  of  the  last  delegate  meeting  had  beon  read  and  continued 
the  secretary  read  those  of  the  General  Committee,  and  Mr.  R. 
Murphy  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  proceedings, 
from  which  it  appears  thero  is  some  question  as  to  the  exact 
boundary  of  our  fishery  at  Ponders  End.  The  East  London 
Waterworks  Company,  our  landlords,  are,  however,  having  this 
matter  looked  up  by  their  solicitors.  Messrs.  Manning,  Murphy, 
and  Ghurney  reported  having  attended  on  a certain  day,  by 
appointment,  and  fished  in  a stretch  of  water  near  Spillbrook 
Lock,  claimed  by  Mr.  Davis,  between  Sawbridgeworth  and 
Bishop's  Stortford  ; it  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether  Mr.  Davis, 
who  was  present,  and  had  the  names  and  addresses  of  these 
gentlemen,  will  summon  them  or  not.  Meanwhile  the  Vice- 
President  advises  that  no  other  person  shall  fish  here  until  the 
matter  has  been  cleared  up  ; good  will  no  doubt  accrue  out  of  the 
dispute,  as  the  landlord's  agent,  Mr.  Brown,  informed  our  repre- 
sentatives they  not  only  had  the  right  to  fish  as  already  claimed, 
but  also  on  the  opposite  bank,  which  they  had  not  heretofore  used 
•or  believed  to  be  included  in  this  fishery.  Two  men  who  had  been 
fishing  at  Langley,  in  the  Slough  Canal,  had  been  stopped  by  the 
police,  who  have  since  been  rewarded  for  exertions  on  our  behalf. 
With  regard  to  the  destruction  of  bream  in  the  Lea,  it  appears  Mr. 
Child,  who  takes  a great  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  Lea,  is 
causing  an  inquiry  to  be  made.  The  hot  sun,  however,  appears 
to  have  formed  one  of  the  factors  in  the  case.  The  epidemic  of 
smallpox  which  it  has  been  reported  as  raging  at  Heybridge, 
Langley,  andMaldon  is  not  so  bad  as  at  first  thought,  and  appears 
to  be  only  epidemic  at  the  first  named  place.  Mr.  Tibbatts  again 
drew  attention  to  anglers  holding  more  than  one  railway  privilege 
ticket,  and  the  secretary  was  requested  to  take  further  action  in 
the  matter.  Satisfactory  progress  was  reported  regarding  the 
stoppage  of  railway  privilege  tickets  which  had  been  issued  in 
mistake  by  the  two  Associations  to  sundry  members.  A proof  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society’s  Blue  Book  for  the 
seasons  1893  and  1894  has  been  received  by  the  secretary.  Messrs. 
Wright  and  Close  reported  regarding  their  investigation  of  the 
charge  made  against  sundry  natives,  who  are  presumed  to  have 
lately  stolen  fish  from  our  Weybridge  fishery.  Up  to  the 
present  nothing  of  importance  has  been  discovered.  The  visiting 
officers  reported  as  follows,  viz. : Mr.  Manning  found  representa- 
tives from  seventeen  clubs  at  the  Dalston  Angling  Society,  and  he 
collected  £2  3s.  from  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  box.  Mr. 
Armstrong  held  a reception  at  the  Blackfriars,  where  thirteen 
clubs  were  represented,  some  by  large  contingents.  Mr.  G. 
Chamberlane,  of  the  Stepney  Anglers,  was  appointed  hon.  bailiff 
of  our  rented  water,  and  Mr.  Robert  Verdon  was  appointed  Lea 
bailiff  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Alfred  Verdon,  resigned.  Attention 
was  called  to  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company's  fares  to  St. 
Ives,  and  the  secretary  was  requested  to  look  into  the  matter. 
Several  members  drew  attention  to  the  desirability  of  the  issue  of 
a balance-sheet  by  the  General  Preservation  Fund,  to  which  Mr. 
Crumplen  replied  that  as  soon  as  all  the  subscripiions  had  been 
paid  he  would  do  so.  Fifty-nine  clubs  were  represented.  A vote 
of  thanks  brought  the  meeting  to  a close. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern  Dis- 
trict, No.  2).-— The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will  take  place 
at  the  St.  Luke's  Angling  Society,  the  White  Bear,  Bartholomew- 
square,  St.  Luke’s,  on  Monday,  July  30.  This  will  be  the  first 
visit  to  this  young  society,  so  I trust  all  the  clubs  on  the  list  will 
be  there  to  give  them  a bumper. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association  (Western  District)  Visiting 
List. — On  July  12,  in  a prettily  decorated  room,  a most  success- 
ful return  visit  was  paid  to  the  Queen's  Angling  Society,  Latimer 
Arms,  Walmer-road.  Ten  clubs  were  well  represented.  On 
opening  the  A.B.S.  box  it  was  found  to  contain  the  sum  of 
14s.  6d.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Queen's  Piscatorials,  lA, 
Chapel-street,  Edgware-road.  This  being  their  first  visit  I hope 
all  clubs  in  the  Western  District  will  try  and  give  them  a bumper. 
Date  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — J.  Harris,  District 
Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  14s.  8d.  from 
the  Cobden  Angling  Society,  the  proceeds  of  their  concert  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening.  July  27,  at  8.30. 
— R.  Ghdrney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On 

the  18th  inst.  the  delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Anglers' 
Association,  which  was  accepted.  The  Welsh  Harp  season  ticket 
was  won  by  Mr.  Challen  with  roach.  Messrs.  Carey,  Turner, 
Parkins,  Vendy,  and  Woods  also  had  some  good  fish.  In  the 
competition  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  which  is  about  to  take  place, 
Messrs.  H.  Challen  and  Carey  were  elected  to  serve  on  the  com- 
mittee. A meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church- 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.,  on  Tuesday  next  at  8.30  p.m.— B. 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society. —On  July  15  the  following 
■weighed-in : Messrs.  Cutbush,  Seymour,  Hopping,  Marriott, 
Scott ; Messrs.  Masters  and  Dyer  also  had  fish,  but  too  late  to 
weigh-in.  I might  remind  members  that  we  fish  for  two  guineas 
on  July  29  at  Windsor,  from  railway  bridge  to  Surley  Hall. 
Usual  conditions  ; divided  into  five  prizes.  I hope  to  see  a few 
more  members  turn  up  at  our  meeting ; also  the  officers. — G. 
Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  15,  a 
grand  show  of  roach  and  bream  by  Messrs.  Harding,  Potter, 
Foster,  Hopkins,  Harris, and  Hutchins.  Members  please  note  that  on 
July  22  we  start  from  clubhouse  at  8.30  a.m.  by  brake  to  our 
annual  dinner  at  Stamford,  when  we  hope  to  have  an  enjoyable  day. 
— F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society.— On  July  15  we 
had  a good  show  of  fish  from  the  Thames ; Mr.  Lovett,  171b.  2oz. 
of  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Eves,  101b.  roach  and  bream;  Mr. 
Jarrold,  also  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Dixon,  roach  and  bream.  On 
July  22  we  fish  a roviDg  match  at  Amberley.  Our  return  match 
with  the  Battersea  Friendlies  for  a supper  and  £3  3s.  in  prizes 
will  take  place  at  Woking  Broad  Meads  on  August  19;  peg-down  ; 
conditions  same  as  last ; members  can  go  down  Saturday  night; 
peggers-down,  Mr.  Dodd,  B.F.,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  A.E. ; to  weigh- 
in  at  the  Battersea  Friendly's  clubhouse.  Supper  to  take  place  at 
the  Prince  Arthur  on  Monday,  August  27. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society.— A covered 
brake  will  start  from  clubhouse  on  Saturday  evening,  July  21,  for 
Dagenham.  Only  members  going  by  brake  will  be  eligible  to  fish 
for  prizes.  On  the  15th  inst.,  Messrs.  Lattimore  weighed-in 
roach;  Hazell,  dace;  Lewis,  roach  and.  dace;  Embleton,  sen., 
roach  and  dace;  Lambarth,  jun.,  roach  and  .bream.  Mr.  Ooney- 
beare  took  a prize  in  the  Amberley  competition  with  bream  and 
roach.  I am  anxious  to  hear  from  the  thirty-two  clubs  who  still 
hold  tickets  of  Mr.  Irvin  benefit,  as  we  wish  to  draw  for  prizes. 

Three  members  elected  last  meeting,  and  two  more  proposed. G. 

Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— We  had  a fair 
, show  of  members  on  Wednesday  night,  when  we  got  through 
some  important  business.  I wish  the  members  would  kindly 


attend  and  clear  the  books  of  their  subscriptions.  At  Mr. 
Eldridge’s  competition  at  Amberley,  Brother  Scott  won  first  prize 
with  181b.  2oz.,  also  Brother  Simpkins,  81b.  10oz.,  which  secured 
him  a prize.  Will  mombers  turn  up  next  Wednesday,  as  thore  is 
some  important  matter  to  be  discussed  concerning  all  membors. 
— W.  F.  BAltRATT. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.— The  members 
of  this  club  fished  a match  on  the  15th,  at  Amberley,  for  three 
prizes,  with  the  following  result:  Mr.  A.  Dejonge  first,  Mr.  G. 
Mumford  second,  third  not  taken.  This  club  will  fish  the  return 
match  for  a supper  and  prizes  value  three  guineas,  with  the 
Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  on  August  19,  at  Woking; 
the  supper  to  take  place  Monday,  Aug.  27.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  next  Tuesday  to  give  in  names  to  compete  and  arrange 
Bank  Holiday  outing. — Geo.  Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  of 
our  members  took  part  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition  at  Amberley 
on  the  15th,  Messrs.  R.  Smith  and  G.  A.  Payne  being  successful  in 
taking  a prize,  Mr.  R.  Smith  having  a specimen  roach  of  21b.  2oz. 
The  following  members  also  weighed-in:  Messrs.  W.  Streeton, 
bream  and  roach,  one  of  the  former  scaling  3|lb. ; W.  Robins, 
barbel,  bream,  and  roach;  A.  Conn,  barbel  and  bream;  W.  S. 
Clark,  bream;  J.  Smith,  bream;  H.  G.  Armstrong,  jun.,  roach; 
total  gross  weight,  58|lb.  The  competition  for  the  July  series  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  July  29,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided 
at  the  meeting  on  the  26th.  On  the  ISth  Mr.  R.  Smith  weighed-in 
tench  of  2Jlb.,  from  the  Thames. — Ale.  Conn. 

Blacktriars  Angling  Society. — Since  last  report,  Mr. 
Summerfield  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  We  also  had  a nice 
show  of  tench  (six  fish  weighing  131b.,  largest  31b.  4oz.).  Our 
dinner  takes  place  on  July  29,  at  Wateringbury,  the  South 
Eastern  Railway  having  reserved  a carriage  for  us.  I hope  to 
see  all  members  present.  We  have  another  new  member  added 
to  our  list,  Mr.  Robinson,  of  the  White  Lion,  Staines  (late  of 
Edenbridge),  who,  I am  sure,  will  give  all  brother  anglers  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  do  his  best  to  show  them  where  to  find  the 
fish.  Will  members  attend  next  Wednesday  to  finally  arrange 
dinner?— J.  Wheelhocse. 

Bomore  Angling  Society. — On  July  15  the  following 
members  weighed-in : Messrs.  F.  Shaw,  J.  Bull,  G.  Gardner,  W. 
Clark,  and  F.  Stamford.  We  fish  our  peg-down  match  on 
July  22.  Go  by  last  train  on  Saturday  night. — F.  Staniford. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society. — Wehad  a nice 
show  of  fish  on  the  15th  inst.  by  the  following  members  : Messrs. 
J.  Watkins,  roach,  perch,  dace;  C.  Parmenter,  perch,  dace,  pike; 
T.  Hawks,  roach.  Mr.  R.  Waldon  was  elected  a working  member, 
and  we  have  room  for  a few  more. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society. — On  July  S Mr.  Critcher  had 
bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Marshall,  roach;  Mr.  W.  White,  jack; 
Mr.  Amey,  roach.  On  July  15  we  had  a grand  show  of  fish,  Mr. 
W.  White,  jack,  301b.  lloz. ; Mr.  Marshall,  jack,  roach,  and 
perch,  291b.  lOfoz. ; Mr.  Speaight,  jack,  221b. ; Mr.  Goodman, 
jack,  161b.  lOfoz.;  Mr.  Critcher,  bream  and  roach,  31b.  2£oz. — 
E.  T.  White. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— Since  last  report  the 
following  members  weighed-in:  Messrs.  C.  Marney,  bream;  G. 
Hatton,  bream  and  roach;  J.  Allen,  roach;  S.  Riley,  roach  and 
bream ; and  P.  Heester,  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  T.  Stone  showed  a 
nice  tray  of  trout  (heaviest  fish  lib.  12oz.).  Several  of  our 
members  took  part  in  the  competition  at  Amberley  on  the  15th, 
but  were  not  successful  in  taking  a prize. — O.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society.— 
On  the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  R.  Garbreeht  had  a fine  show  of  tench  and 
roach  (151b.  6jjoz.),  four  of  the  tench  weighing  over  101b.  (largest 
one  21b.  15oz.);  J.  Chambers,  roach,  bream,  and  dace ; J.  Mac- 
donnell,  roach ; W.  Affiett,  bream.  Tuesday  will  be  limit  night, 
when  members  must  make  themselves  eligible  for  weighing-in.— 
J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Club. — We  had  a good 
day’s  sport  on  July  15,  when  twenty  competed  for  three  prizes  as 
follows:  1st,  Mr.  B.  Pryon;  2nd,  Mr.  Whitley;  3rd,  Mr.  Passmore. 
— N.  Landon. 

Clarence  Angling  Society. — We  had  a crowded  meeting 
on  the  11th  inst.,  when  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  A.  E.  Evans,  was 
presented  with  a gold  watch  for  past  services  to  the  club.  Two 
new  members  were  elected,  and  I should  be  glad  to  have  the 
names  of  any  other  gentlemen  who  are  desirous  of  joining  us. 
We  have  nearly  two  miles  of  private  water  on  the  River  Colne, 
which  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  Some  of  our  members  have 
been  out.  and  Mr.  French  weighed-in  perch  and  chub.  Will  those 
members  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  subscriptions  kindly  do  so  at 
once?— Harold  French. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.— Members  of  above  were  out 
in  full  muster  on  July  15  to  fish  for  a prize  given  by  Mr.  J.  Wade, 
but  sport  proved  very  tame,  the  winner  being  Mr.  Bampton,  Mr. 
Wilks  running  very  close,  Mr.  Wilks  taking  a specimen  dace 
which  is  being  preserved  by  Mr.  Hesse,  of  Old  Ford. — W.  H.  A. 

Cobden  Angling  Society.  — On  July  8 the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  J.  Hicks,  bream  and  roach  (one  roach 
lib.  7Joz.);  E.  Baxter,  roach;  J.  Godfrey,  bream;  J.  Brewoster, 
bream.  On  July  15,  A.  Twyman,  roach;  A.  Duncan,  roach. 
Our  first  club  match  takes  place  In  Denham  Straits  on  July  22, 
when  we  fish  for  £5  in  prizes.  Conditions  are  that  we  go  down 
by  the  12.8  p.m.  train  from  Westbourne-park  Station,  or  any 
train  on  the  morning  to  Uxbridge.  Start  fishing  at  3.0  a.m.,  to 
cease  fishing  at  6.0  p.m.  One  rod  only.  No  live  bait  to  be  taken. 
All  fish  to  be  registered  to  the  secretary  at  side  of  water.  To 
return  by  the  8.30  from  Uxbridge.  Members  in  arrears  can  pay 
their  subscriptions  to  the  secretary  before  starting  to  fish.  The 
match  is  a peg-down,  and  bleak  and  gudgeon  barred. — T. 
Twyman. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society.— Since  last  report  we  have 
had  some  good  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Parker, 
Stephens,  and  Brand.  We  have  been  quite  busy  tho  last  few 
weeks  making  new  members,  both  honorary  and  working.  Our 
annual  excursion  and  dinner  takes  place  on  August  13  at  Silsoe, 
Beds.  I hope  members  aud  friends  intending  to  come  will  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  make  necessary  provision. — 
W.  J.  Thomas. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society. — 

The  members  of  the  above  fished  their  first  day’s  outing  on 
J uly  15  for  five  prizes  at  Amberley,  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Eldridge's  competition.  Mr.  Waites,  first,  with  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  W.  J.  Long,  second,  roach  and  bream  (largest  roach 
‘21b.  4jjoz.) ; Mr.  Sherwood,  third,  with  bream;  Mr.  Franklin, 
fourth,  with  roach;  Mr.  A.  Long,  fifth,  with  bream.  Also  tho 
above  members  took  four  prizes  in  the  competition.  Mr.  A.  Long 
had  a bream,  31b.  5Joz. , taken  from  the  table  at  Amberley  (No. 
319)  in  a mistake,  and  one  left,  21b.  lOfoz.  (No.  46).  We  should 
like  to  communicate  with  that  gentleman,  as  it  has  caused  a little 
unpleasantness  in  our  Bociety.  1 wish  to  remind  members  that 
last  Wednesday  was  quarterly  night,  when  I trust  they  will 
attend  next  week  and  clear  the  books  ; also  that  I have  the  photo, 
from  Messrs.  Patersons  of  the  last  annual  dinner. — W.  H.  Bur- 
WASH. 

Croydon  Angling  Society.— On  July  6 Mr.  Willington 
weighed-in  7jjlb.  of  bream  (largest  31b.  10oz.).  On  July  15  three 
of  our  members  fished  in  Mr.  Eldridge's  competition  at  Amberley. 
On  July  17  W.  Adron  weighed-in  one  barbel,  31b.  lOoz.— G. 
White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.— On  July  15  a good  many 
members  were  out.  Messrs.  Poore,  Robinson,  Parram,  and 
Slade  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  bream.  On 


July  1/  I had  a very  fair  attendance,  when  the  balance-sheet  was 
presented  and  accepted,  the  auditors  reporting  that  the  society 
was  in  a sound  financial  condition.— S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians. — Wo  hold  a prize  competition  at 
Pulborough  on  July  29.  Will  members  notice  date,  and  attend  in 
force?  The  election  of  several  new  members  took  place,  and,  after 
spending  a very  pleasant  evening,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
Friday,  July  20.— E.  Morliere. 

Bagle  Angling  Society.  — Some  very  fine  roach  up  to 
21b.,  lib  14Joz.,  and  lib.  Hjoz.havc  been  taken  by  Messrs.  Burnett, 
Collier,  and  Ashmore,  the  two  first  being  fortunate  enough  to 
take  two  prizes  in  the  Amberley  competition.  Mr.  Dunford  has 
had  some  very  good  takes  of  roacli  from  Ware.  Mr.  A.  Ainsly 
also  a capital  tray  from  Buckingham  ferry.  Mr.  A.  Ainsly’s 
prize  of  one  guinea  will  be  competed  for  on  J uly  29,  gross  weight, 
any  public  water.  All  members  to  start  on  same  morning.  The 
society  have  the  sole  right  of  fishing  from  two  meadows  at 
Chesterford  and  Whittleford.  Full  particulars  to  be  had  of  the 
see.— J.  G.  Dyer. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society.— Usual  weekly  meeting  was 
held  on  J uly  18,  when  two  new  members  were  elected.  Mr.  Rou- 
sell  won  first  prize  in  the  outing  of  July  15. — W.  T.  Bruce. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society. — On  July  15  the  following 
members  weighed-in  ; Messrs.  Rencher,  roach,  61b.  4oz. ; PheBay, 
dace,  31b.  10£oz. ; Knight,  roach,  lib.  8joz.;  Balaam,  15Joz.;  Mr. 
Tuck  and  others  had  fish.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that 
the  subscription  is  due  to  the  Preservation  Fund.  On  July  22, 
Mr.  Tuck's  prize  will  be  fished  for;  roach  only;  place,  open. — 
G.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  a special  committee  meeting, 
held  on  13th  inst.  the  date  of  our  annual  excursion  to  Amberley 
was  altered,  and  Thursday,  9th  prox.,  is  now  fixed,  by  6.50  a.m. 
train,  London.  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway.  Members 
please  note. — E.  W.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— On  July  15  Mr.  Lane  weighed- 
in  perch;  Mr.  Stanhope,  roach;  and  Mr.  Head,  trout.  The 
delegates  gave  their  report  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  which  was  accepted.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  duly 
elected  as  working  member.  Three  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  during 
August  (within  a radius  of  thirty  miles),  members  to  give  notice 
to  the  secretary  which  day  per  week  they  intend  fishing. 
Honorary  members  are  eligible  to  compete. — Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society.— The  members  of  this 
club  were  very  successful  on  July  15  at  Amberley,  Messrs.  White- 
head,  Biggs,  and  Willard  had  some  good  fish,  all  gaining  prizes 
from  the  competition;  Mr.  Vanhegan  and  Mr.  Hill  also  had  fish. 
On  Thursday  last  we  made  two  new  members,  and  are  open  to 
receive  one  or  two  more  working  members.  Club  nights, 
Thursdays. — G.  P. 

General  Preservation  Fund. — The  members  of  the^  joint 
committees  will  oblige  by  their  attendance  at  the  Foresters  Hall 
on  Friday  evening,  J uly  27,  at  9.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Mr.  D.  Flint  had  some 
nice  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  F.  Rayneratvay  of  rudd  on  the 
15th,  and  several  others  brought  in  roach  and  dace.  Our  return 
visit  took  place  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  was  most  successful,  seven- 
teen clubs  represented,  and  a most  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
Our  Benevolent  box  was  opened  by  the  district  officer,  Mr.  G. 
Manning,  the  amount  being  £2  17s.  6d.  I wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  club  members  to  the  fact  that  we  are  mailing  a collection 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Frank  Grey,  who  has  been  out  of  employment 
for  some  time,  and  needs  assistance.  We  have  collection  sheets 
that  X should  be  happy  to  supply  to  anyone  that  would  be  kind 
enough  to  help  him,  and  a concert  will  also  be  held  at  our  club  on 
Tuesday,  July  31,  on  his  behalf,  when  I hope  that  his  many 
friends  will  support  him.  He  has  been  a good  worker  for  the 
benefit  of  his  brother  anglers.— R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society. — On  July  15  Mr.  J. 
Grande  saved  us  from  a blank,  with  21b.  8oz.  of  roach.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  No.  1 District  will  take  place  at  the  above 
club.  The  date  will  appear  next  week. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the 
15th  inst,  a number  of  the  members  visited  Amberley,  and  took 
part  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition,  four  of  them  taking  prizes, 
viz.,  J.  Osborne,  3rd,  141b.  7oz. ; C.  Watling,  7th,  101b.  3oz.;  J.  A. 
Fitch,  8th,  101b.  2oz. ; J.  K Fitch,  71b.  8oz.,  a prize;  Messrs.  J. 
Cartwright,  G.  Loomes,  W.  Rogers,  and  H.  Hutchings  also 
weighed  fish. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. — The  outing  arranged  for 
Wateringbury  on  the  25th  inst,  has  been  postponed  until  Aug.  22, 
through  unavoidable  circumstances. — G.  J.  Toynbee. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  chair  was  filled  by  Mr. 
W.  Marshall  last  1'uesday.  The  following  fishing  reports  were 
made:  Mr.  Zerfass,  three  trout,  averaging  lib.  each;  Mr. 
Goodwin,  three  trout,  best  1 jib. ; Mr.  1’owleB-West,  some  dace 
from  Windsor.  On  Tuesday  next  (24th)  there  will  he  an  outing 
to  the  Society's  water,  at  Colnbrook,  for  lly-fishing.  On  Saturday, 
the  28th,  some  of  the.  members  will  visit  the  Natural  History 
section  of  the  British  Museum,  at  South  Kensington,  where  Dr. 
Gunther  will  receive  them,  and  explain  \arious  piscatorial 
matters  ; and  on  Tuesday,  the  31st,  thero  will  be  bream  fishing  in 
any  water. — James  Taylkr. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— On  July  15  the  following  gentlemen  weighed- 
in  some  splendid  fish:  Messrs.  C.  T.  Russell,  bream;  A.  Fish, 
bream  and  roach;  Jones,  roach;  Bagshaw,  sen.,  roach;  and 
Bagshaw,  jun.,  bream.  Our  next  peg-down  match  takes  place  on 
July  29.  Members  please  make  themselves  eligible. — O.  T. 
Russell. 

High. bury  Angling  Society .— Our  members  had  an  outing 
at  Selliam  on  (lie  lath  mst.,  hut  with  rather  poor  success,  about 
101b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch  being  the  result.  Several  took 
tickets  of  Mr.  Eldridge  and  went  by  his  excursion,  and  were 
disgusted  by  his  behaviour  at  Pulboro'  in  not  allowing  them  to 
return  by  the  first  train,  although  there  was  plenty  of  room,  and 
will  certainly  not  take  advantage  again  of  using  one  of  his  so- 
called  privileges. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxtou  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Very  few  members 
putin  an  appearance  on  July  15.  F.  Newton  saved  us  from  a 
blank  with  261b.  lOoz.  of  roach. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  15 
Mr.  Davis  weighed-in  carp,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  roach.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  A.  A.  Liversage  wras  appointed  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Weston  was 
elected  a working  member.  Our  new  rules  are  now  ready,  and  I 
should  like  all  members  to  take  them  up  at  once.— Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society. — We  had  some 
English  carp  on  show  on  July  15  by  Mr.  G.  Holder,  saving  the 
club  from  a blank,  also  several  others  were  out  who  had  some 
very  fine  roach  from  the  Lea,  hut  had  a break-down  on  the  Great 
Eastern  Railwav. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  will 
compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  July  29,  and  for  two  ditto  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  1,  full  particulars  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse. 
Mr.  J.  K.  Charters  had  161b.  1 Joz.  of  bream  on  July  15  (heaviest, 
31b.  24oz.),  winning  second  prize  in  the  Amberley  competition; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard,  had  roach  ; Mr.  J.  McDermott  had  somo  good 
tench  and  bream.  The  annual  dinners  which  took  placo  on  the 
11th  and  15th  inst.,  at  the  Pied  Bull,  St.  Margaret's,  were  a 
grand  success;  gieat  praise  is  due  to  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell  for  the 
way  in  which  ho  catered  for  us  on  each  occasion. — H.  B. 

jnbilee  Angling  Society. — On  July  15  we  fished  a match 
at  Uxbridge  for  four  private  prizes,  but  only  three  were  taken,  by 
Messrs.  H.  Wright,  Ido,  and  Mathews,  Other  members  had  fish, 
but  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  take  a prize.  Messrs.  Bence 
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uml  Barrett  wclgheri-ln  carp,  bout  flub  2|lb.  On  Tuesday  last  two 
now  memboi  H wore  proposed,  and  will  bo  balloted  for  on  Tuesday 
next,.— A.  line. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society. — Since  our  season  opened 
on  July  1 He vo nil  members  have  been  out,  but  with  very  poor 
results,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Slut  ter,  who  brought  home 
a nice  show  of  carp  and  roach  from  Edenbrid^o,  and  Mr  Dand- 
ridtfo,  roach  from  Drayton.  Our  next  prize  competition  will 
take  place  on  the  29th  Inst. — W.  W.  (’. 

Lincoln  Angling1  Society.  — On  July  15  the  following 
showed  some  nice  UnTi:  Messrs.  Richardson,  roach  and  bream, 
Nib.  loz.  ; Walliss,  two  bream,  lib.  loz.  ; White,  chub  and  dace ; 
Bowdroy,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  44oz.  ; Packer,  bream  and  roach. 
Mr.  Hay  tread  also  had  fish.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  0.  Biggs 
was  proposed  as  a working  member.-  -W.  Waiting. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— The  outing  to  the  Dec 
on  the  12th  was  most  pleasant,  but  again  the  water  was  very 
bright,  and  the  competitors  had  only  a modicum  of  success, 
though  some  fair  trout  wore  taken,  and  one  member  had  a good 
catch  of  eels.  We  visit  a Cheshire  mere  on  the  26th.  and  are 
hopeful  of  making  big  baskets.  We  applied  for  a third  consign- 
ment of  perch  from  Loch  Levon,  but  Mr.  Whyte  says  they  cannot 
lio  got  as  the  growth  of  weeds  prevents  the  use  of  the  nets.  We 
are  vory  sorry  for  this,  as  the  fish  sent  were  good  stock.— Ed. 
Woolf  all. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— We  had 

a fair  attendance  at  the  meeting  on  Monday  last,  but  nothing  of 
importance  was  done.  Mr.  Attwood  was  elected  a member. — 
James  Ekynoldb. 

Maid  on  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society.  — At  a 

meeting  of  the  members  of  the  above  club  a good  tray  of  iish  was 
shown,  taken  by  Mr.  Nicholson,  of  the  Welcome  Sailor  Inn,  the 
Ash  wore  taken  in  the  salt  water.  Several  new  members  were 
elected.  I desire  to  inform  all  our  London  friends  that  both 
Maldon  and  Heybridge  are  now  declared  quite  free  from  small- 
pox. So  we  hope  we  shall  now  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our 
London  friends  at  our  Saturday  evening  concerts,  as  it  was  our 
pleasure  last  season. — John  Norton. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.  — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  July  15,  and  had  good  sport  with  the  roach.  Mr.  Fay 
had  several  perch  going  over  lib.  I hope  members  will  show  up 
on  Tuesday  n ext,  as  I have  some  prizes  to  be  Ashed  for.— Jno. 
Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers. — On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Arnock  weighed-in 
roach  from  Amberley  (largest  lib.  6oz.).  Will  all  members 
attend  next  meeting  night,  as  we  have  a lot  of  business  to  trans- 
act, also  to  arrange  for  our  peg-down  match. — A.  Toplis. 

North  London  Angling  Society.— Our  return  visit  on  the 
Central  took  place  on  Monday  last.  Twenty  clubs  responded  to 
the  roll  call,  and  some  capilal  songs  were  sung  by  Messrs. 
Watling,  Masters,  Marriott,  Chambers,  Ghurney,  Midson,  Palmer, 
<fec.,  and  a most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  under  the  able 
management  of  Mr.  W.  Stretch  and  Mr  Webster  as  chairman 
and  vice.  We  have  to  record  the  first  blank  this  season,  and  have 
every  hopes  of  it  being  the  last.  Most  anglers  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  that  Mr.  H.  Stretch  (our  worthy  secretary)  has  resigned  for 
the  time  being,  that  vacancy  now  being  filled  by — Greg. 

Oak  Angling  Society. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  July  15,  and  the  following  gentlemen  had  a very  nice  show  of 
roach:  Messrs.  J.  Wright,  W.  Beven,  and  J.  H.  Holden.  We 
have  elected  four  more  members  during  the  last  fortnight,  and  are 
now  full  up  to  our  limited  number. — J.  H.  Holden. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society.— We  had  a very  good 
show  of  fish  on  July  15.  Mr.  James  Bygrave,  sen.,  brought  in 
eleven  fish,  four  tench  weighing  just  under  121b.  (heaviest  fish 
31b.  |oz.),  and  seven  roach  101b.  2oz.  (largest  fish  lib.  15oz.);  J. 
Townsend  had  a few  perch  from  the  Thames;  and  Messrs. 
Neville  and  Bygrave,  jun.,  had  fish  from  the  Lea,  but  on  account 
of  a break-down  on  the  Great  Eastern  Bail  way  at  Ponders  End 
were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central  List  takes 
place  at  this  club.  The  date  will  be  announced  later  on. — 
J.  CUTHBERT. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  — Twenty-two 
members  of  the  above  society  fished  at  Cheshunt  on  Julv  15  for 
eeven  prizes:  Messrs.  J.  Merrick,  first,  bream  and  roach  (one 
bream  31b.  63OZ.) ; Mr.  J.  Franks,  second,  one  bream,  lib.  ll§oz., 
the  other  five  prizes  were  won  with  small  takes  of  roach  by  R. 
Brockett,  third;  A.  Brockett,  fourth;  E.  Wicks,  fifth;  T.  Slade, 
sixth ; H.  Hack,  seventh.  Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at 
the  George  Inn,  Amwell,  Ware,  Herts,  in  September. — E. 
Brockett. 

Park  Angling  Society.  — On  the  15th  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  Hawkins  (bream),  Hopton  (roach),  Vyle 
(roach),  Dew  (bream).  Our  concert,  on  the  16th,  for  the  benefit  of 
Bro.  G.  Thompson,  was  well  supported,  the  chair  being  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  Harrison  ; vice-chair,  Mr.  H.  Owin.  Amongst  the  artists 
were  Messrs.  Bagshaw,  Letch,  Gallon,  Pemberton.  Wright, 
Roberts,  Payne,  Hawkins,  Bell,  and  Gon,  and  Mrs.  Englis  and 
Mrs.  Gallon.  A roving  match,  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow  Bridge, 
for  five  prizes,  will  take  place  on  July  29.— W.  Skeggs. 

N [Beckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  15th.  Messrs.  Holt,  Royal,  Gibbs,  and 
Etherington  had  some  very  nice  roach  and  bream,  several  speci- 
men fish  being  weighed.  I hope  members  will  attend  next  week 
to  arrange  an  outing. — G.  Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society. — On  July  15  Messrs.  R.  Carr, 
J.  Carr,  Milton,  Reed,  Bouffier,  Elbourn,  Keiller,  and  Mares 
weighed-in  a pretty  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream ; Mr.  Keiller 
winning  one  of  the  Ambeiley  prizes.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a very 
nice  meeting,  when  five  half  guineas  were  given  for  the  five  best 
shows  of  fish  on  Aug.  5 and  6.  All  members  to  go  where  they 
like,  being  Bank  Holiday. — W.  Elbourn. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society. — We  fish  the  Centra 
water,  Pulborough.  on  July  29;  members  and  friends  who  intend 
to  come  will  oblige  by  giving  in  their  names  by  Wednesday  even- 
ing. On  J uly  15  we  had  a fair  show  of  barbel  weighed-in  by  the 
following:  Messrs.  Utting,  Mitchell,  Wriggles  worth,  and  Line; 
also  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  Naylor  brought  up  a nice  barbel  and 
a few  roach.  Mr.  H.  Adams  has  been  nominated  a member  ; 
election  next  Wednesday.  1 beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  21s. 
given  by  Mr.  Stretton  as  prize  during  season  1894. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society.  — Our  trays  were 
well  stocked  with  bream,  tench,  roach,  and  dace.  Mr.  Whitford 
having  several  specimens  of  the  latter,  the  largest  weighing 
12^oz.  Members  are  reminded  that  our  match  at  Langley  Tank 
Pound  on  July  22,  starting  by  12.5  midnight  at  Paddington,  but 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  others  they  will  he  eligible  to  start  by 
8.5  on  Sunday,  all  to  return  by  the  8.39  p.m.  Two  rods  allowed. 
— W.  B. 

Proprietary  Angling  Association. — A member  fishing 
the Afield  Millpond  on  Monday  morning  caught,  six  splendid  tench 
weighing  13£lb.  (largest  3£lb.).  They  were  shown  at  the  Black- 
friars  clubhouse. — G.  W.  Thomas. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials.—  Our  first  return  visit  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  July  30.  Will  secretaries  not  receiving  a card 
kindly  accept  this  invitation?  Our  balance-sheet  for  last  quarter 
has  given  great  satisfaction.  Though  several  members  were  out 
on  the  15th,  only  two  weighed-in— Mr.  Brett,  tench,  bream,  and 
roach  ; Mr.  Eldridge,  bream  and  dace. — C.  H.  Steak. 

Rodney  Piscatorials.— The  next  visit  on  the  Anglers’ 
Association  list  comes  to  the  above  on  Tuesday,  July  31.  I hope 
all  clubs  will  he  present,  on  that  date.  Several  of  our  members 
took  part  in  the  Amberley  competition  on  the  15th,  when  I am 


pleased  to  say  two  of  them  took  prizes,  us  follows:  Messrs.  J. 
Wlgley,  roach,  dace,  and  bream;  G.  Sherman,  roach,  dace,  and 
bream;  F.  Hum  burton,  bream.  Our  next  monthly  outing  takes 
place  on  the  29th  Inst,  at  Amberley.  Mr.  Seeates  kindly  gave 
us  a 10s.  (Id.  prize,  through  our  host  W.  J.  Crisp,  Esq.,  to  fish 
for  on  Wednesday, — F.  T.  L AM  BURTON. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society.  Mr.  J.  Lovett, 
fishing  at  Amberley  on  July  15,  took  some  fine  bream  (some 
weighing  over  3lb.);  and  J.  Riekwood,  bream  and  roach  at 
Southall.  We  all  fish  the  Welsh  Harp  on  July  22  for  the  privilege 
ticket  given  by  Mr.  J.  Warner.  We  made  two  new  members  on 
Monday  last,  one  ordinary  and  one  honorary. — R.  G.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society.  On  the  15th  inst. 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  and  succeeded  in  getting  fair 
hags  of  fish,  viz.:  Webber,  Holder,  Sartairi,  Harriss,  jun., 
Hughes,  jun,,  and  Hughes,  sen.  Last  meeting  night  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  balloting  in  Mr.  Shury  as  a working  member  and  Mr. 
Walker  as  a honorary  member.  On  July  29  we  fish  a competition 
at  Cookham  for  some  excellent  prizes;  usual  conditions.  Gentle- 
men desirous  of  joining  the  above  can  gain  all  information  by 
applying  to  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Galloway.— J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Albans  and  Excelsior  United.— Our  show  of  fish  on 
the  16th  inst.  consisted  of  two  very  pretty  takes  of  bream  and 
roach  from  the  Arun  by  the  brothers  Messrs.  J.  and  E.  Leighton, 
weighing  111b.  lOoz.  and  101b.  lOoz.  respectively.  These  fish 
secured  the  fifth  and  sixth  prizes  in  the  roving  competition  at 
Amberley  on  the  same  date. — Fras.  J.  DALE. 

St.  George’s  Angling  Society  — We  fished  our  match  on 
July  15,  when  all  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows:  Messrs. 
Lang,  1,  roach  and  dace;  Morrill,  2,  roach,  dace,  and  perch; 
Regardsoe,  3,  roach  and  dace;  and  Harding,  roach.  Our  visit  on 
the  South  London  Vis  ting  List  takes  place  on  Monday,  July  23, 
when  I hope  we  shall  receive  a bumper.  We  have  plenty  of  room 
and  plenty  of  talent. — A.  M. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society. — We  had  a nice  show  of 
fish  on  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Jeffreys  had  four  nice  jack  in  good  con- 
dition from  the  Welsh  Harp;  Mr.  Warren  had  some  grand  chub 
and  dace  from  the  Stort;  Mr.  Mills,  a good  show  of  roach  and 
bream  from  the  Welsh  Harp  ; and  Mr.  Thorling,  bream  and  dace 
from  Amberley.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  on  the  25th  to 
make  final  arrangements  for  the  Wades  Mill  outing,  also  to  ballot 
for  Mr.  W.  H.  Wood,  as  working  member. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  15  we 
had  a splendid  show  of  fish,  Mr.  G.  Johns  had  over  301b.  of  roach 
and  tench,  and  Mr.  D.  Davies  some  nice  roach.  I shall  be  pleased 
to  see  a good  muster  on  Monday,  July  30,  being  our  first  visit  on 
No.  2 Visiting  List. — G.  YOUNG. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr. 
Walker  had  41b.  6oz.  of  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley,  and  took 
a prize  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition.  Messrs.  Wink  and  Stevens 
had  bream,  and  Mr.  J.  Wright  roach.  Several  members  fished  the 
Thames,  but  had  very  poor  takes.  Mr.  Mulley  (our  worthy  host) 
has  given  a silver  cup  to  be  fished  for,  conditions  and  arrange- 
ments for  the  outing  to  be  left  until  a future  meeting,  when  other 
prizes  will  be  added. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society.  — Since  my  last  report  we 
have  had  fish  weighed-in  by  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  two  barbel,  7^1h.  and 
7|lb. ; C.  Tilbury,  chub  and  perch;  A.  Tilbury,  chub  and  dace; 
J . Edwards,  perch  and  dace,  our  total  weight  being  351b.  lojoz. 
Members  will  kindly  give  their  names  in  for  our  launch  outing, 
Aug.  18  and  19,  on  or  before  Wednesday  next  (July  25),  as  tickets 
are  in  great  demand  and  the  number  limited.  Gentlemen  wishing 
to  join  a good  club  apply  to — J.  G.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the  8th  inst. 
the  following  members  had  fish  : Smith,  jun.,  roach  and  bream, 
61b.  (two  roach,  lib.  llfoz.  and  lib.  lOoz.  respectively);  J.  Wright, 
bream,  21b.  7Joz.  ; North,  roach  and  bream,  51b.  14|oz.  Ana  on 
the  15th,  E.  Wright,  bream  (one  fish  31b.  10|oz.) ; Spencer,  sen., 
roach,  lib.  5oz.  ; G.  Smith,  roach  and  bream,  31b.  15|oz.  (one 
roach  lib.  2£oz.);  and  Smith,  sen.,  roach;  Sell,  dace,  21b.  6|oz. ; 
and  Aldis,  dace,  21b.  lfoz. — C.  B.  Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.— On  July  15,  Mr.  Gill 
weighed-in  71b.  r.acb,  bream,  and  dace  (two  largest  roach, 
lib.  8$oz.,  lib.  6|oz.) ; Mr.  Clark,  bream.  71b.  ; Massey,  roach  and 
dace,  6^1b.  (largest  roach  lib.  l§oz.,  dace  8oz.);  Mr.  Smales, 
roach  and  tench ; and  Mr.  Puttock,  dace,  largest  8£oz.  On 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Gill,  one  dace,  S£oz. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — The  members 
of  the  above  were  out  on  July  15,  when  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  H.  Shead,  good  show  of  bream  ; Hart,  nice  show  of  roach 
and  bream ; D.  Marks,  fine  lot  of  roach  and  bream ; Canton,  fine 
show  of  bream  and  roach;  Isaacs,  a pretty  roach,  lib.  lloz.,  in 
fine  condition. — T.  Sayce. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Piscatorials. 

— On  July  15  the  members  of  the  above  society  fished  for  a 
series  of  prizes  at  Amberley,  hut  only  one  prize  was  taken.  Mr. 
R.  Thomas  (roach),  1st  prize.  Members  can  fish  off  the  re- 
mainder on  July  22,  roving  where  they  please. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society.— On  July  15  Messrs. 
Pyle,  Cantle,  Cotterell,  Frost,  Delhaye,  Boorman,  Dartnall,  and 
Gearing  had  in  the  aggregate  55^1  b.  roach  and  bream  (largest 
roach  to  Mr.  Cantle,  21b.  £oz.  The  special  meeting  of  Wednes- 
day last  is  adjourned  for  one  week  to  complete  the  revision  of  the 
rules. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next  visit  on 
the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the  St.  George’s  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  St.  George’s-road,  Peckham,  on 
Monday,  July  23,  when  I trust  to  see  every  society  on  the  list 
represented. — Alf.  Conn. 

Spring  Hill  Angling  Society  (Birmingham).— On 

July  11  a complimentary  benefit  was  given  to  Mr.  W.  Radford. 
The  concert  was  exceptionally  well  attended,  and  the  talent  first 
class.  A varied  and  interesting  programme  was  provided.  The 
chairman,  J.  Wade,  took  on  his  onerous  duties  in  a businesslike 
manner,  and  Mr.  McElliny  ably  presided  at  the  piano.  The  society 
is  greatly  indebted  to  the  worthy  host,  Mr.  A.  Ayres,  for  his  kind 
consideration  to  the  members. — W.  Radford. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  15  : Messrs.  Ehren,  roach;  btapelton,  bream;  Ruston,  bream 
and  roach;  Hicks,  bream;  Duffey,  roach ; Huxell,  roach;  Chamber- 
lin, bream  and  roach;  Woodford,  bream  and  roach;  Gerrard, 
bream  and  roach:  Morrish,  bream  and  roach;  West,  roach; 
Bolding,  roach;  H.  Smith,  roach;  Jolly,  roach  andrudd;  and  W. 
Smith,  bream  and  roach. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society  — The  twenty  members  who 
went  down  to  Kings  Langley  on  the  15th  spent  a very  enjoyable 
day.  Messrs.  Smith  and  F.  C.  Gerrard  were  the  prize  winners. 
Tuesday  next  arrangements  will  he  made  for  an  outing  to  fish  for 
club  prizes.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  early. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a pegged-down  match  on  July  15  with  the  following  result: 
Mr.  H. Tyler,  first,  with  roach  ; J.  Payne,  second,  with  perch;  O. 
Wilderspin,  third,  with  roach;  H.  Codings,  fourth,  with  perch. 
Other  members  had  fish,  but  not  sufficient  to  take  prizes. — H. 
Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society. — On  the  15th  the  following 

had  fish:  Messrs.  Bells,  roach;  Jfowson,  barbel  and  roach;  A. 
Pain,  roach  ; Morring,  roach  and  perch;  .1.  Russ,  roach  and  dace. 
Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last  with  a fair 
attendance,  Mr.  Howson  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Sherras  was  elected  a 
member.  Arrangements  for  the  noxt  match  will  bo  made  next 
Tuesday,  when  1 hope  to  see  a good  muster. — II.  O. 


Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  pro- 
posed outing  to  St.  Margaret’s  ori  the  22nd  Inst,  having  been 
postponed,  It  has  been  decided  to  fish  for  the  remaining  prizes  at 
Dagenham  on  July  29. — J.  CANTRELL. 

Waltonlan  singling  Society.— On  July  11  Messrs.  Mug- 
ford  weighed-ln  51b.  of  roach  ; Marriott,  roach  and  tench.  July 
15,  Miller,  dace,  101b.,  ditto,  roach,  lib.  14oz.  (one  fish  lib.  6£oz.); 
Mugford,  roach,  Ac.,  51b.,  arid  W.  Dodge,  bream,  &c,,41b.  ; Mr. 
R.  Dodge  also  had  fi~h.  We  have  room  for  a few  working 
members  — J.  Packman. 

Wellington  Angling  Society. — On  the  15th  Mr.  II.  Halne 

and  Mr  Win.  Gordon  had  good  shows  of  fish,  the  former  a 
specimen  roach  lib.  7$oz.,  the  latter  a perch  lib.  Hioz  Mr.  O. 
Newbury  exhibited  a nice  tray  of  chub.  Mr.  A.  J.  Phillips  was 
elected  a working  member  on  Wednesday.  At  our  next  meeting 
the  time  and  place  for  the  August  competition  will  be  decided. — 
C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society.— On  the  15th inst.  the  following 

members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Barton,  four  roach.  51b.  15jjoz.;  four 
tench,  81b.  2jjoz. ; Mr.  Mercer,  tench,  21b.  9oz. : rudd,  Jib.  J0$oz, 
largest  rudd  13Aoz. ; Mr.  Harden,  jun.,  dace,  4£oz. — W.  M. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — On  July  15  a few 
members  went  out,  hut  only  Mr.  Hebblewait  and  Mr.  Atchison, 
jun.,  were  successful.  On  Tuesday  last  at  a special  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  fish  a midnight  match  for  three  club  prizes,  all  com- 
petitors to  leave  Waterloo  at  10.20,  to  cease  fishing  at  8 a.m. 
Mr.  It'  bin  son  was  made  a working  member,  and  several  more 
private  prizes  were  promised.  Mr.  Beach,  sen.,  and  Mr.  Beach, 
jun.,  were  made  honorary  members. — J.  G. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  14 
the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  F.  Homer,  111b.  14j|oz.  of 
roach  and  bream ; J.  R.  Simmons,  31b.  ll$oz.  bream;  G.  Hobbs, 
21b.  2$oz.  bream;  R.  Lowther,  lib.  joz.  dace;  If.  Cuddon,  T. 
Kenny,  and  C.  Wadsworth  also  weighed-in  fish  — R.  LOWTHEK. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  and  some  good  takes 
were  recorded:  Mr.  C.  Hithersav,  141b.  7oz.,  scoring  the  highest ; 
Messrs.  W.  Northam,  roach;  H.  Jordan,  roach;  F.  Cresswell, 
chub ; and  P.  Smith,  dace.  Considering  the  weather  at  the  latter 
end  of  last  week,  the  takes  were  fairly  good. — P.  Smith. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY— ST.  IVES. 

In  future  anglers’  tickets  to  St.  Ives  will  he  issued 
from  Liverpool-street  Station  only.  Fares,  1st  class. 
Us. ; 3rd  class,  6s.  2d. ; available  for  three  days. — R. 
Ghurney. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS 
PICNIC. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick,  held 
their  annual  picnic  last  Saturday,  the  places  visited 
this  year  being  Chillingham  Castle,  Chatton,  and  Wooler. 
The  party  numbered  between  fifty  and  sixty,  and  filled 
four  brakes,  the  large  four-in-hand  leading  the  way. 
The  morning  broke  bright  and  clear,  and  augured  well 
for  a good  day,  which,  fortunately,  it  turned  out  to  be. 
Leaving  the  White  Swan  Hotel  about  8 a.m.,  a pleasant 
drive  of  seven  miles  brought  us  to  Eglingham,  where  a 
few  minutes’  halt  was  made  to  refresh  the  inner  man. 
On  resuming  the  journey  a splendid  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  is  to  be  had,  the  Breamish  winding  its 
way  out  and  in  like  a silver  streak,  with  the  Cheviots  in 
the  background.  But  we  are  speeding  fast  along,  and 
soon  we  arrive  at  the  pretty  village  of  Chillingham, 
where  the  horses  are  unyoked.  The  keeper  is  soon 
found,  and  the  party  follow  on  through  the  park  to 
Rascastle  Hill  to  obtain  a view  of  the  famous  wild 
cattle.  After  a stiffish  pull  up,  during  which  the  party 
were  kept  in  good  humour  by  the  racy  anecdotes  of  the 
keeper,  we  soon  come  in  sight  of  the  cattle  grazing  a 
short  distance  off,  but  on  their  perceiving  us  they  make 
for  the  woods.  The  climb  up  was  amply  repaid  by  the 
magnificent  panorama  of  hill  and  dale  to  he  seen 
from  the  summit.  After  a short  rest  and  lunch  the 
descent  was  made,  and  the  party  had  a look  round  the 
exterior  of  the  castle.  Had  time  permitted,  a view  of 
the  interior  would  also  have  been  had.  The  horses  are 
once  more  yoked,  and  we  drive  over  to  Chatton  and 
thence  to  Wooler.  Cn  arrival,  several  at  once  go  off 
to  visit  the  Pin  Well,  the  Kettle’s,  and  Humbledon  Hill, 
which  commands  an  extensive  view.  Here  we  see  the 
Glen  and  the  Till  winding  out  and  in  in  serpentine 
fashion,  and  flowing  through  the  fertile  valley  of  Glen- 
dale. A little  further  over,  Flodden  Hill  is  a con- 
spicuous landmark,  whilst  Ford  Castle,  Milfield,  Fenton, 
and  Ewart  Park  are  all  within  easy  distance,  and  away 
to  the  east  we  have  the  Fame  Islands  and  Holy  Island 
in  view.  To  the  west  we  have  Cheviot  and  Hedgehope 
standing  out  in  bold  relief.  After  a good  survey,  the 
party  once  more  make  for  headquarters  (The  Black 
Bull,  Wooler),  where  a good  substantial  knife  and  fork 
tea  was  awaiting  us.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  ample 
justice  was  done  to  it,  for  after  the  invigorating  walk 
and  pure  air  everyone  was  ready  for  it.  After  all  were 
thoroughly  satisfied,  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon  proposed,  and 
Mr.  J.  Wake  seconded,  that  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  be 
accorded  to  Messrs.  Hardy  for  providing  such  an  excel- 
lent repast  for  them,  and  also  to  Mrs.  Hetherington  for 
the  excellent  way  in  which  she  had  catered  for  them. 
This  was  carried  by  acclamation.  A pleasant  hour  and 
a half  was  afterwards  spent  in  singing  and  dancing, 
and  the  return  journey  was  begun  about  7.30,  Alnwick 
being  reached  between  10  and  11  o’clook,  everyone 
being  highly  delighted  with  the  day’s  outing.  The  pre- 
liminary arrangements  being  oarriod  out  by  a oommitteo 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Robson,  Sharpe,  Campbell,  and 
McCutcheon,  and  not  tho  slightest  bitoh  ooourrod  to 
mar  the  day’s  pleasure. 


OUR  HOLIDAY  AND  SUMMER  NUMBER  will 
be  published  on  Thursday,  August  2,  and  will  contain 
many  interesting  articles,  fully  illustrated.  All  matter 
intended  for  insertion  in  this  issue  must  roach  St. 
Dunstan’s  IIoubc  by  Wodnosday  evening,  August  1. 
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Jingling  Jftjelures. 


July  22. 

Amioable  Brothers  : Dinner  at  Stamford. 

Amicable  Exoelsior  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Outing  to  Dagenham. 

Bomore  : Match  at  Slough  Canal. 

Cobden  : Matoh  at  Denham  Straits. 

Enterprise  : Match. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  : Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 
Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Langley. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  : Roving  match. 
Walham  Green  : Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  : Outing  to  St.  Margarets. 

July  23. 

St.  George’s  : Visit. 

July  24. 

Gresham  : Ply-fishing  outing  to  Colnbrook. 

July  25. 

Greenwich  : Summer  outing  to  Wateringbury. 

July  26. 

T.A.P.S. : Summer  river  trip. 

July  27. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeeting. 

General  Preservation  Fund : Committee  meeting  at 
9.30. 

July  28. 

Gresham : Visit  to  Natural  History  Museum,  South 
Kensington. 

Piscatorial  Society  : Dinner  at  Newbury. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

July  29. — Alma  : Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  29. — Blackfriars  : Dinner  and  outing  to  Water- 

ingbury. 

,,  29. — Brompton  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  29. — Eagle  : Match  (any  water). 

,,  29. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Peg-down  match. 

,,  29. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner  at  Enfield. 

,,  29. — Izaak  Walton : Match. 

,t  29. — Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Prize  outing. 

,,  29. — Park  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

,,  29. — Rodney  : Monthly  outing. 

,,  29. — Royal  George  : Outing  to  Cookham. 

,,  29. — St.  John’s : Match  at  Wade’s  Mill. 

,,  29. — Walthamstow  Brothers  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

,,  30. — Hull  Times  <£50  competition  at  Brigg  (on  the 

Ancholme). 

,,  30. — St.  Luke’s  Brothers  : Visit. 

„ 31. — Rodney  : Visit. 

,,  31. — Odds  and  Evens  : Annual  supper. 

Aug.  1. — Izaak  Walton  : Match. 

„ 5 and  6. — Phoenix  : Match. 

„ 9. — Epsom  : Excursion  to  Amberley. 

„ 18. — Copenhagen  : Excursion  and  dinner. 

,,  18  and  19. — Serapis  : Launch  outing. 

,,  22. — Greenwich  : Outing  to  Wateringbury. 


pollings  bp  tfye  i^ap. 

Me.  Ben  Abrahams  asks  us  to  insert  the  following  : 
“ Having  gained  the  permission  of  the  Anglers’  Benevo- 
lent Society  at  their  last  meeting  to  organise  a competi- 
tion in  aid  of  its  funds,  we  will  hold  the  first  committee 
meeting  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware- 
road  (near  station),  on  Tuesday  next  at  8 p.m.,  when  the 
district  of  the  Western  Anglers  or  other  districts  will 
be  represented  on  the  committee.  Each  society  can 
send  two  delegates  to  represent  them.  The  competition 
will  be  fished  on  the  Thames  : place,  date,  &c.,  will 
shortly  be  announced  in  the  Gazette.  I must  also  tender 
thanks  to  the  Rye  House  competition  committee  for  the 
promise  of  all  the  remaining  prizes  left  over  from  that 
competition.  All  gentlemen  willing  to  serve  on  the 
committee  will  please  be  present  at  8.30  p.m. 

******* 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  genial  and  gifted  vice- 
president  of  the  Anglers’  Association  (Mr.  Beckett)  will 
hand  over  the  prizes  won  in  the  seventh  Lea  competition 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  to  the  successful  winners.  The 
function  will  be  held  at  Mr.  Malby’s  club— the  Dalston 
— on  July  30,  at  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street, 
Dalston.  Mr.  Malby  (in  conjunction  with  the  committee) 
has  worked  hard  to  assist  the  A.B.S.,  and  it  is  a grace- 
ful act  to  present  the  prizes  at  his  club. 

******* 

Dr.  Stabten,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  has  captured 
a fine  trout,  in  splendid  condition.  It  was  taken  spinning 
with  a live  bait,  and  weighed  7Jlb.  The  doctor  must 
have  felt  the  proverbial  “ thrill.”  A 7£-pounder,  and  a 
game  one,  must  be  real  sport. 

* * * * * * * 

A correspondent  informs  us  that  he  saw  a “ lovely 
fish”  (a  bream  of  64:1b. ) on  Thursday  afternoon  last, 
taken  from  the  Cam.  Mr.  De  Nops,  fishing  at  Kingston, 
took  a bream  of  51b.  8oz.  J.  Johnson  (the  fisherman) 
says  it  is  the  largest  he  has  seen  taken  from  the  Thames. 
Anyway  they  are  both  fine  fellows  (the  bream,  that 
is),  and  Mr.  Roland  Ward  is  setting  up  the  Thames 
specimen. 

******* 

The  thirteen  names  which  were  given  in  (at  the 
dinner  on  July  8 of  the  Enterprise  Anglers)  in  response 
to  an  eloquent  appeal  from  the  chairman  (Mr.  F.  Masters) 
were  as  members  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 
The  secretary  would  endeavour  to  accommodate  thirteen 
new  members  to  the  club,  but  the  enterprising  Enter- 
prisers may  be  congratulated  upon  their  already  eminent 
position  in  the  angling  world,  both  numerically  and 
financially. 


Mr.  Eldridge  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success- 
ful issue  of  his  first  1894  competition.  The  entries  were 
more  numerous  than  in  the  A.B.S.  competitions,  and  the 
weight  of  fish  taken  slightly  greater.  What  now  becomes 
of  the  theory  that  “ large  quantities  of  fish  must  not  be 
looked  for  in  these  competitions?”  All  the  poetry 
about  “trying  the  ‘Red  Palmer’  fly  when  people  are 
passing  by  ” is  set  at  nought  when  takes  of  over 
181b.  are  to  be  made^at  a six-hour  sitting.  A man  who 
when  asked  during  the  morning  “What  luck?” 
answered  hopefully  (pointing  to  two  roach,  both  well 
over  a pound)  “ I think  I stand  a look-in,”  was  not  in  it, 
as  31b.  2foz.  was  the  lowest  weight  for  the  40th  prize. 
The  railway  arrangements  were  admirable,  but  had  the 
fish  been  weighed  and  left  on  view,  if  only  for  ten 
minutes,  so  that  the  wives,  and  mothers,  and  maids 
who  accompany  the  working  contingent  could  have 
“ seen  the  show,”  it  would  have  been  infinitely 
better  than  having  to  climb  up  some  back  steps  to  a 
room  connected  with  the  Houghton  Inn.  On  ordinary 
excursion  days — that  is,  when  no  special  event  is  being 
held — the  accommodation  afforded  at  the  inns  may  be 
ample,  but  on  July  15  some  of  those  who  had  not  pro- 
vided themselves  with  luncheon,  after  waiting  long  and 
patiently,  were  accommodated  with  what  they  could 
catch  in  a tap-room.  Moral : Take  your  luncheon  with 
you. 

******* 

A friend  at  Huntingdon  informs  us  that  the  rudd  are 
feeding  very  freely  in  the  Hartford  waters.  A few  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly  (Black  Palmer)  in  the  evening, 
but  by  far  the  best  have  fell  to  the  lure  of  a well- 
scoured  brandling.  Our  correspondent  has  had  several 
up  to  a couple  of  pounds  in  weight,  and  some  of  them 
well  over  that. 

******* 

THE  REVOLT  OF  THE  DAUGHTERS. 

The  daughters  of  our  enemies 
I’m  told  are  up  on  strike, 

They  want  more  freedom,  liberty 
To  do  just  what  they  like  ; 

They  pine  to  learn  a lot  of  things 
Not  fit  for  girls  to  know. 

I wonder  if  they’ll  list  to  me, 

A dweller  here  below. 

I guess  we  pikes  and  pikesses 
Lead  just  about  as  free 
A life  as  anyone  could  want ; 

Right  from  our  infancy 

We  have  to  scramble  for  ourselves, 

To  learn  where  danger  lies, 

To  fight  and  scrimmage  for  our  food, 

With  no  one  to  advise. 

0 mother,  said  a little  trout, 

Amuses  us  below — 

Why,  who  our  pa  and  ma  may  be 
We  do  not  even  know. 

No  pikess  looks  with  mother’s  pride 
Upon  her  infant  brood, 

Her  daughters  are  no  joy  to  her — 

Except  perhaps  as  food. 

Oh,  men  are  wicked  monsters,  they 
Are  full  of  craft  and  guile, 

But  when  they  try  their  wiles  on  me 

1 simply  wink  and  smile. 

Full  oft  in  years  gone  by  my  fate 
Seemed  sealed,  and  death  my  lot, 

But  ev’ry  time  I just  escaped, 

And  now  I know  what’s  what. 

Young  maidens,  as  you  value  life 
And  happiness,  you  can 
Not  stand  alone  against  the  wiles 
Of  crafty,  wicked  man. 

Take  my  advice,  a mother’s  care — 

A boon  denied  to  me — 

A mother’s  love  are  all  you  want, 

Cease  pining  to  be  free.  C.  G.  D. 

******* 

The  Royal  Aquarium  Coaching  Exhibition  has  proved 
so  successful  that  it  has  been,  in  response  to  an  almost 
unanimous  request  on  the  part  of  the  exhibitors,  pro- 
longed for  a week,  and  will  now  close  on  the  24th  inst. 
Those  of  our  readers  who  indulge  in  a quiet  game  of 
“ nap  ” should  visit  the  Aquarium  in  order  to  see  the 
wonderful  collie  “Miss  Seottie,”  who,  on  and  after 
Monday,  will  challenge  Mr.  Ritchie’s  visitors  to  try 
their  fortune.  We  are,  however,  requested  to  state 
that  no  gambling  will  be  allowed. 

• * * * * * * 

A large  sturgeon,  weighing  nearly  18  stone,  has 
recently  been  captured.  The  flesh  of  the  sturgeon  may 
not  be  considered  equal  in  flavour  to  salmon,  but  its 
fat,  when  fresh,  is  used  as  a substitute  for  oil  and 
butter,  and  is  largely  consumed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  southern  districts  of  Russia,  while  the  skin  is  used 
as  leather.  In  some  cases  the  skin  of  the  young  fish, 
when  it  is  thoroughly  cleaned  and  well  dried,  is  a sub- 
stitute for  window-glass  in  parts  of  Russia  and  of 
Tartary. 

******* 

We  hear  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Second  Surrey  A.S. 
(Mr.  J.  Wright)  that,  “ Mr.  Mulley  (the  worthy  host), 
has  given  a silver  cup  to  be  fished  for,  conditions  and 
arrangements  for  the  outing  to  be  loft  until  a future 
meeting,  when  other  prizes  will  be  added.”  “Cups” 
appear  to  have  superseded  “ copper  kettles.”  The 
latter  are  rarely  so  valuable  as  cups— as  instance  the 
ten-guinea  one  presented  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S. 
by  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  Esq.  As  quietly  and  unostenta- 
tiously announced  in  Mr.  Barrett’s  club  report  last 
week,  the  “ Wheeldon  Ten-Guinea  ” cup  has  been 
won  by  Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the  oldest,  most  successful 


and  most  deserving  members  of  this  old-established  club. 
It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the 
secretary  of  the  Central  Association,  is  a member  of  the 
Anchor  and  Hope. 

* * ***** 

Visitors  to  the  Bull  Hotel,  Mildenhall,  may  revel  in 
some  really  good  fishing  on  the  River  Lark.  Roach, 
dace,  chub,  and  trout  are  there  in  large  numbers  and 
large  sizes.  The  proprietor  of  “The  Bull,”  at  Barton 
Mills,  is  at  present  able  to  give  free  fishing  and  first- 
rate  accommodation.  We  Bhall  be  able  to  inform  our 
readers  how  they  may  arrive  in  London  on  Sunday 
evening  in  time  for  the  “ weigh  in,”  provided  they  have 
any  fish  to  weigh.  The  weeds  are  being  cut,  and  good 
sport  may  safely  be  predicted. 

******* 

Mr.  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  says  (and 
“ Dragnet  ” can  verify  it),  I happen  to  know  of  several 
portly  old  trout  and  chub  that  for  a long  time  have  had 
a quiet,  retired  haunt  under  some  willows  in  the  River 
Lark.  ...  I never  saw  dace  in  better  condition 
than  this  season.  ...  I really  have  not  had  a chance 
to  fish  lately,  but  I must  have  been  in  luck’s  way  yester- 
day, for  I hooked  and  landed  two  brace  of  very  lovely 
trout,  and  as  I already  have  in  my  collection  some  very 
good  specimens,  I decided  to  have  a trout  dinner  to  my- 
self, and  very  delicious  they  were.” 

******* 

Good  sport  is  being  had  at  Littleport.  The  Marquis 
of  Granby  Hotel  will  be  found  a good  centre  for  fishing 
parties.  The  proprietress  (Mrs.  E.  G.  Barrell)  engages 
to  drive  customers  to  Brand  Creek,  where  visitors  to 
the  Ship  Inn  (Mr.  John  Osier)  will  make  anglers 
welcome,  and  pilot  them  to  some  really  good  fishing. 
On  July  15,  in  spite  of  adverse  weather  and  a strong 
wind,  an  angler  took  two  stone  of  roach  in  two  hours’ 
fishing. 

******* 

At  a recent  committee  meeting  (says  the  Scottish 
Highlander)  to  discuss  the  desirability  of  a close  time 
for  trout  (Major  Grant  presiding),  the  chairman  said 
“ in  his  district  he  did  not  think  anyone  fished  for  trout 
from  Nov.  1 to  Feb.  1,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  did 
not  think  there  would  be  any  harm  in  adopting  a close 
time  as  suggested  by  the  Fishery  Board.”  The 
majority  of  the  members  present  (all  honour  to  them !) 
were  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr.  Macrae,  however, 
remarked  that,  “ so  far  as  the  Beauly  district  is  con- 
cerned, it  was  close  time  all  the  year  round!  ” 

******* 

There  is  hardly  any  kind  of  food  (says  “ Halcyon  ”) 
that  a chub  will  refuse.  He  will  rise  freely  to  a fly,  or 
run  as  readily  as  a pike  at  a spinning  bait ; worms,  slugs, 
snails,  frogs,  cockchafers,  are  all  taken  greedily.  Of 
all  methods  of  taking  them  I prefer  fly-fishing,  especially 
in  bright,  hot  weather,  when  you  can  see  them  basking. 
They  like  a good  big  fly,  of  the  Palmer  class,  with  a tag 
of  white  leather  at  the  tail.  A favourite  fly  of  mine  is  a 
Grey  Palmer,  with  body  made  yellow  silk  and  gold 
tinsel ; or,  jt  may  be  varied  with  a silver  one.  My 
friend,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  of  Brighton,  gave  me  some 
excellent  patterns  for  chub  flies,  the  bodies  are  made  of 
washleather,  ribbed  with  black  thread,  hackled  with 
either  a sandy,  bright  red,  black,  or  coch-y-bondhu ; 
these  I have  proved  to  be  excellent  killers.  Mr.  Francis 
gives  the  following  as  his  favourite  fly  : Silver  tinsel,  a 
furnace  hackle  wrapped  over  it,  a few  turns  of  black 
heron  over  that,  at  the  shoulder  ; an  underwing  of  two 
or  three  strips  of  emerald  peacock’s  harl,  and  an  over- 
wing of  dark  turkey.  Add  a tag  of  white  kid.  This  fly 
should  be  tied  on  about  No.  12  hook,  Lim.  bend 
Kendal  scale.  Of  course  only  one  is  used  at 
once.  A worm,  bunch  of  maggots,  or  piece  of  tallow 
chandlers’  greaves,  may  be  used  in  the  same  manner,  on 
a single  hook,  casting  it  like  a fly  without  sinkers.  On 
the  Trent,  the  Nottingham  anglers,  of  course,  generally 
fish  for  chub  with  a long,  fine  line,  and  a “ slider  ” float. 
Winter  time  is  the  best  for  that  kind  of  sport,  and  the 
bait  employed  is  soft  cheese,  greaves,  bullock’s  pith  or 
marrow,  throwing  in  brains  or  small  pieces  of  pith  as 
ground  bait  from  time  to  time,  however,  this  is  not  such 
a cleanly  operation  as  fly-fishing.  The  tackle  should  be 
a 3-yard  moderately  strongly  gut  cast,  with  a No.  10 
sneck  bend  hook,  Kendal  soale,  and  three  shot  about 
9in.  or  lOin.  above  the  hook. 

******* 

Under  the  heading  of  “ Recherche  Breakfast  Dishes,” 
in  that  smart  journal  of  taste — The  Epicure — occurs 
the  following  : — Rolled  Salmon  in  Paper. — Ingredients  : 
ljlb.  to  21b.  salmon,  41b.  cooked  ham,  2oz.  butter,  two 
shallots,  one  small  onion,  eight  mushrooms,  one  table- 
spoonful parsley  (chopped),  one  teaspoonful  salt,  half 
teaspoonful  pepper.  Method  : Cut  the  salmon  into  six 
or  eight  even  slices,  remove  the  skin,  boat  them  gently 
with  a bat ; season  with  salt  and  pepper,  and  roll  them. 
Cut  out  as  many  heart-shaped  pieces  of  paper  as  you 
have  slices  ; grease  these  well  with  butter  or  oil.  Cut 
double  the  quantity  of  thin  slices  of  ham.  Peel  and 
chop  finely  the  shallots  and  onion,  put  them  in  a sauce- 
pan with  an  ounce  of  butter  (previously  heated),  and 
brown  slightly  ; then  mix  the  parsley  and  mushrooms 
chopped  tine,  season  with  salt  and  pepper,  and  let 
cool.  Lay  a slice  of  ham  on  each  piece  of  paper, 
spread  over  these  a layer  of  cooked  herbs,  place 
a roll  of  sliced  salmon  on  oach,  spread  with  a 
thin  layer  of  cooked  herbs,  and  cover  with  another 
slice  of  ham  ; then  fold  the  paper  and  twist  the  edges 
together  or  tie  up  with  string.  Put  them  on  a buttered 
baking-tin  or  sautoir,  and  bake  for  twenty  minutes  in  a 
slow  oven.  Have  ready  a hot  dish,  remove  the  fish 
from  the  tin,  and,  if  tied,  remove  the  string;  dress 
them  neatly  on  the  dish,  leaving  the  paper  on,  and 
serve  hot.  Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tho  lime  of  high  water  in  tho  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  tho  tlmo  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kow. 

•to  ,,  ,,  Putney.  . . , >75  „ ,,  lllchmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  1 iSO  ,,  „ Twickenham. 

50  ,,  „ Bariios.  (85  ,,  ,,  Teddlngton. 

IC'X AM i‘ i / K : If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 

will  be  high  water  at  Teddlngton  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.  —A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  tho  lido  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 


Timm  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  July  21  4.  I 4.17 

Sunday,  ,,  22  4.34  4.51 

Monday,  ,,  2J1  5.  6 5.22 

Tuesday,  ,,  24  5.40  (5.  0 

Wednesday,  ,,  25  0.19  0.40 

Thursday,  „ 20  7.  2 7.25 

Friday,  * ,,  27  7.50  8.19 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  21  4.41  4.57 

Sunday,  ,,  22  5.14  5.81 

Monday,  ,,  28  5.40  0.  2 


Those  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks.  — Major  Arthur 
Terry  has  very  kindly  sent  me  a list  of  the  Thames  trout  he  has 
caught  this  season,  and  1 believe  most  of  them  were  taken  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Shepperton.  He  says:  “I  think  I have  been 
fairly  lucky  with  the  trout  this  year.  I have  got  eight  good  fish 
of  the  following  weights : 71b.  8oz.,  (Jib.,  (Jib.,  5|lb.,  5±lb.,  4£lb., 
41b.,  and  81b.  14oz.,  besides  fourteen  or  fifteen  others,  from  lHb. 
to  2 fib.  each,  and  one  of  about  (Jib.,  in  bad  condition,  which  I 
returned  to  the  river,  as  well  as  all  fish  under  31b.”  The  total 
weight  of  the  fish  retained  was  421b.  9oz.,  or  an  average  of  5£lb.  to 
each  fish.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Major  Arthur  Terry  will  be 
the  champion  trout  angler  of  the  season,  and,  I am  happy  to  say, 
lias  become  a subscribing  member  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  I have  been  referring  back  to  previous 
years,  and  I find  that  Mr.  George  Palmer,  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers,  fishing  with  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton,  during  the 
eight  years  from  1883  to  1890  had  taken  144  Thames  trout 
weighing  (J1  lib.  13oz.,  and  his  greatest  take  in  one  season  was  in 
the  year  1885,  when  he  caught  twenty-nine  sizeable  fish  weighing 
1271b.  (Joz.,  the  average  weight  of  that  year,  and  also  of  the  total 
in  the  eight,  years,  being  about  4|lb.  each  fish.  Of  late  years  Mr 
George  Palmer  lias  not  been  so  frequent  an  angler  on  the  Thames. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wli  jley  has  taken,  but  not  in  the  Thames,  a nice  carp 
of  71b.,  whi  .i  was  weighed-in  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  on 
Monday  evening,  and  he  kindly  informs  me,  in  reference  to  the 
river  at  Shepperton,  that  **  the  Thames  is  a much  better  colour, 
the  nasty  brown  tint  having  disappeared.”  The  fishermen  at 
Twickenham  have  been  well  in  amongst  the  barbel,  but  the 
anglers  are  not  all  like  Mr.  1 slip,  who  fishes  merely  for  the  sport, 
and  as  a rule  returns  all  the  fish  to  the  river  again. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  in  two  days,  with  Mr. 
E.  Manns  and  Mr.  M.  Gentry,  twenty  dozen  of  roach;  in  half  a 
day,  with  Mr.  E.  Gale  and  friend,  of  the  Chertsey  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  bream;  another  half 
day,  with  Mr.  A.  Harrowsmith  and  friend,  of  the  Chertsey  Town 
Club,  seven  dozen  of  roach.  L.  Hackett,  in  two  days,  with  Mr.  E. 
Lock,  of  the  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  filteen  dozen  of  roach,  five 
bream,  and  two  brace  of  perch ; in  half  a day,  with  Mr.  Enicker 
and  friend,  101b.  of  roach;  and  another  half  day,  with  Mr. 
Stainton  and  friend,  of  the  Chertsey  Town  Club,  7 Jib.  of  roach 
and  dace.  A boy  of  the  name  of  Chitty,  fishing  from  the  bank, 
got  a tench  of  21b.  3oz. — B. 

Hampton  Court. — William  Milbourne  writes:  “We 

have  been  catching  about  seven  dozen  of  roach  with  two  or  three 
barbel  in  the  day.  Mr.  W.  Ives,  fishing  one  day  in  his  own  punt, 
took  thirteen  barbel.  Mr.  Creswick  has  been  doing  well  with  the 
chub.  The  water  is  still  very  low  and  bright,  the  rain  has  not 
made  any  difference  yet.” — B. 

Kingston. — John  Johnson,  during  the  week,  has  taken 

ten  barbel,  lour  bream  (the  largest  5Jlb.,  which  has  been  sent  for 
preservation),  three  jack,  and  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  N. 
Bolton,  in  three  days,  twelve  jack  and  three  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  J.  Knight  has  made  a total  of  eighteen  barbel  (the  largest 
5£lb. ),  ten  chub,  seven  brace  of  perch,  four  jack  (the  largest  Gib.), 
and  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  A private  punt,  in  two 
days,  five  barbel,  one  good  jack,  and  seven  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  doing  well. — B. 

Marlow. — There  has  been  little  done  here  this  week, 

owing  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  so  few  have  been  here  to  fish.  The 
time  is  now  comiDg  when  the  best  sport  may  be  fairly  expected, 
and  l hope  to  be  able  to  chronicle  some  takes  worthy  of  the  water. 
— C.  L.  Mathews,  Ship  Hotel. 

(Richmond).  — The  fishermen  during  the  week  are 

described  as  only  getting  a few  barbel. — B. 

— (Shepperton). — Mr.  George  Palmer,  fishing  with  George 
Rosewell,  has  taken  two  more  trout,  weighing  respectively  4Mb. 
and  31b. — B. 

(Staines).  — John  Keene,  jun.,  in  six  days,  with  Mr. 

Roberts,  fishing  in  the  Datchet  water  above  Staines,  caught  3001b. 
weight  of  barbel;  the  largest  fish  about  Gib.,  and  the  best  day  was 
901b.;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  of  tho  New  Albion 
Piscatorials.  twenty-five  chub,  the  largest  31b. — B. 

(Staines). — Mr.  Robinson,  of  the  White  Lion,  Staines, 

and  a.  member  of  the  Royal  Oak,  Westminster,  fishing  with 
Charles  Hone,  recently  took  201b.  of  fine  fish  in  one  and  a half 
hours,  including  barbel,  bream,  and  perch. 

Sunbury,— Mr.  Booth,  fishing  with  Edward  Clark,  in 
two  days,  eighteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel. 
Mr.  II.  Sheppard,  fishing  in  one  of  the  punts  of  Messrs.  J.  and  A. 
Stroud,  caught  a trout  of  51b.  9oz. — B. 

Tedding'ton. — The  only  report  from  this  neighbourhood 

is  that  the  boats  have  been  getting  a few  barbel. — B. 

- — Twickenham. — John  Spong,  in  one  day,  with  Mr. 
IsJij),  got.  twenty-one  barbel,  which  he  putbaclc  again  and  another 
day  sixteen  barbel  and  a trout  of  ljlb.  Samuel  Cole,  in  two 
days,  eleven  barbel,  fir  teen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a perch 
of  I Jib.  H.  Spiers,  in  two  days,  twenty-five  barbel,  three  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  a bream  of  3£lb.  John  Frost,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Clarke,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  three  perch,  and 
one  bream.  — B. 

Windsor  District.— Very  few  anglers  here  have  been 

taking  advantage  of  tho  excellent  water  wo  have  had  for  all- 
round angling,  hut  our  local  enthusiast,  Mr.  F.  Roberts,  out  with 
Keene,  Jun..  of  Staines,  lias  been  amongst  the  barbel,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace,  taking  over  8501b.  during  the  pastniuo  days,  though  the 


heaviest  tUh  (a  barbel)  wan  hut  51b.  9oz.  Several  of  that  rarely 
caught  fish  in  tho  Thames,  the  touch,  have  been  taken  lately,  Mr. 

C.  Hobbs,  of  the  “ Christopher,”  Eton,  on  one  occasion  taking 
four,  the  two  largest  being  2^1b  and  ljflb.  Several  small  baskets 
of  ehub,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  had,  one  of  the  latter  weighing 
7 Joz.,  a handsome  specimen  for  tho  Thames. — B.  Jt.  Bam- 
DRIDQl 

Ancholme  District.  Sport  during  the  past  week  has  been 
excellent.  The  bream  have  boon  on  the  food  both  at  Brandy 
Wath  and  Minnitt’s  Bridge.  Mr.  Moan  well  had  a nice  catch, 
including  two  large  bream.  A gentleman  front  Sheffield  had  four 
weighing  1811).,  tiie  largest  41b.  Mr.  Grant  281b.  of  bream  and 
roach.  Mr.  It.  Smith  forty  good  roach.  The  Gainsborough 
Angling  Association  had  a match,  in  which  the  chief  prizes  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  1>.  Hunt,  B.  Brown,  F.  Jiurnes,  F.  Rose.  On 
Saturday  J paid  a visit  to  Croxby  Lake  with  my  family  and  a son 
from  London,  and  had  a most  enjoyable  day.  In  about,  four 
hours’  fishing  I took  seventy-seven  perch,  and  my  son  twenty-five. 
My  son  only  fished  about  two  hours,  spending  the  rest  of  tho  time 
in  t aking  photos  of  tills  lovely  spot.  If  a few  landing  stages  were 
placed  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  it  would  make  fishing  much  more 
comfortable,  as  the  sides  are  fringed  with  bulrushes  which  make 
casting  from  tho  shore  very  difficult. — Thomas  Ford. 

A run  (Amberley).  We  have  had  plenty  of  rain  down  here 
since  Sunday,  but  some  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken; 
several  roach  over  1$11>.,  and  one  taken  on  Wednesday  by  Mr. 
King,  of  the  Sun  at  Clapham,  weighed  21b.  The  water  is  in  grand 
condition. — W.  Duke. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse). — Water  in  grand  condition,  and 
some  splendid  bags  of  fish  arc  being  taken  by  visitors  from  all 
parts. — J.  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  regular  hands — those  who  never 
miss  a day  whatever  the  weather  may  be— have  had  to  rely  on  a 
worm  to  fill  their  baskets,  as  the  waters  have  swollen  and  become 
slightly  coloured.  Below  Halfway  House,  on  the  Fowey,  from 
twenty  to  thirty  peal  a day  have  been  taken  by  the  rods  there 
assembled.  Below  Restormel  the  Lostwithiel  contingent  have 
settled  themselves,  and  are  getting  quite  enough  sport  to  remain 
there.  Trout  fishing  is  good  everywhere,  but  the  banks  are  now 
so  densely  covered  with  foliage  that  it  is  carried  on  with  some 
difficulty. — Bodmin. 

Cuckmere  River  (Sussex).— Anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  bream  and  roach.  Mr.  King  took  ten  bream  a few  days  ago 
from  ljlb.  to  over  21b.  Berwick  Station,  near  Lewes,  is  a favourite 
resort,  and  the  landlord  of  the  inn  will  gladly  furnish  anglers 
with  information. — H. 

Dee  (Cor  wen,  ST.  Wales). — David  Roberts  has  been  having 
good  sport  last  week  with  the  worm.  Messrs.  Jordan,  Stevens, 
Owens,  and  F.  Walthew  have  had  good  sport.  Worm  has  been 
the  best  lure.  On  the  17th  the  river  rose  about  12in..  and  is  now 
in  grand  order  for  minnow  and  fly  fishing.  On  Tuesday  I hooked 
a salmon  in  Chain  Pool.  After  having  him  on  about  five  minutes 
he  broke  loose.  Mr.  Walthew  killed  a pike  of  141b. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton). — Excellent  sport  has  been  had  during 
the  past  week  with  pike.  Mrs.  Longbotham,  of  Malton,  took 
seven  on  the  spoon  bait  last  Wednesday  afternoon,  about  41b. 
each.  Good  sport  has  also  been  had  on  the  Kirkham  Abbey 
water. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  has  been  and  is  still 
everything  that  could  be  wished,  i.e.,  cloudy,  with  occasional 
showers,  but  there  is  an  absence  of  anglers  on  most  lengths.  We 
have  had  a colour  on  the  brooks,  but  as  yet  not  quite  enough  rain 
to  colour  the  river. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).—  No  sport 
either  with  trout  or  sewin  since  my  last  report.  Water  low  in 
both  rivers.  A great  many  sewin  are  being  taken  with  nets 
below  the  weirs  on  the  tidal  waters. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  herlings  are  now  coming  in  strong 
force.  The  Esk  is  full  of  them,  and  anglers  are  daily  making 
good  baskets,  notably  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mr.  Wills,  and  Mr.  Hutkart, 
who  have  had  from  thirty  to  forty  in  a day’s  fishing.  There  was  a 
good  run  of  grilse  after  Sunday’s  blow,  and  a few  heavy  salmon 
have  been  taken  in  the  nets.  The  “ skelly  ” competition  last  week 
ended  in  a fiasco.  The  fact  is,  the  Cumberland  anglers  know 
nothing  about  catching  coarse  fish,  except  eels.  One  Thames 
angler  would  have  easily  killed  more  than  all  the  twenty  who 
entered  for  the  competition. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  recent  rains  have  materially  improved 
the  tone  and  volume  of  the  river,  and  some  fair  takes  of 
trout  are  being  made.  With  a still  greater  volume  of  water 
sport  would  be  excellent.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon  and  salmon 
trout  in  the  river,  and  with  a good  flood  anglers  would  be  very 
busy.— Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  still  very  unsettled, 
and  evenings  are  anything  but  summerlike.  On  the  Brampford 
water,  Mr.  H.  Moore  has  had  takes  of  three  or  four  brace  of  trout. 

I am  sorry  to  hear  that  a number  of  good  trout  were  turned  up  as 
usual  during  the  annual  cleaning  of  Ex  wick  Mill  Leat,  which  was 
carried  out  a few  days  ago.  On  the  canal  good  takes  of  perch 
have  been  had  all  round,  and  one  of  our  local  anglers  landed  a 
carp  of  71b.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  water  in  both  rivers  is  now  in  the  best 
possible  condition,  there  has  just  been  sufficient  rain  to  make  it  a 
nice  colour,  without  in  any  way  disturbing  it;  the  prospects  for 
anglers  this  season  most  certainly  look  rosy ; when  we  have 
already  accounts  of  such  scarce  fish  as  tench  and  barbel  having 
been  taken  it  is  very  cheering.  At  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham, 
some  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  caught,  one  of  the  latter 
about  41b.  in  weight ; near  Page’s  Lock,  in  the  Barge  Canal, 
bream  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken.  Waltham  Abbey,  some  good 
roach  and  bream  have  been  accounted  for.  Dobbs  Weir,  a few 
roach  and  perch  have  been  grassed.  The  weeds  are  cut  in  the 
Rye  House  district.  On  Saturday  last  a friend  and  myself  had  a 
turn  up  the  Stort;  the  day  was  unfavourable,  thunder  hanging 
about  most  of  the  time  ; results,  a few  small  perch,  three  “ pike- 
lets,” a chub  of  about  lib.,  and  a good  pike  nearly  Gib.,  the  latter 
taking  greedily  a small  Prussian  carp. — Spliced  Joint. 

Loddon  Bridge  (Earley).— 141b.  of  roach  were  caught  here 
on  July  15  by  Mr.  Cole  (largest  21b.  loz). — F.  Roake,  George 
Hotel.  ‘ 

Lugg*  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these  streams 
continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a nice 
height.  More  rain  has  been  had,  and  the  fish  have  moved  better. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  landed  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order  for  fishing,  and  sport  fairly  good  in  it. — Gwynnk. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  con- 
tinue clear  and  in  good  order ; weather  unsettled ; sport  un- 
certain; very  few  rods  out;  flies  same  as  last  week;  minnow 
should  be  good ; grayling  not  so  forward  rising  as  have  known 
thorn.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Despite  the  almost  continuous 
rains  some  good  baskets  have  been  made,  as  also  tho  weight  of 
specimens — carp  to  31b., "roach  21b.,  and  bream  to  41b.  having  been 
successfully  landed.  Some  first-rate  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
have  been  had  ; tench  and  eels  have  been  on  tho  feed.  A lew 
pike,  from  51b.  to  Gib.,  have  been  caught.  Bost  baits:  gentles, 
paste,  and  tail  of  lob. 

Ouse  (Denver,  Norfolk).— Presumably  in  consequence  of 
tho  continued  very  wet  weather,  little  or  no  unaling  lias  been 
attempted  in  this*  locality  during  the  past  week,  therefore,  no 
fishermen,  no  fish,  and  hence  details  of  sport  are  nil,  but,  subject 
to  St.  S within  holding  its  hand,  and  the  near  approach  of  the 
holiday  season,  it  is  hoped  that  matters  may  materially  improve. 


Ouse  'Huntingdon). — Anglers  have  had  a better  time  this 
week,  sport  having  been  a little  better  with  both  roach  and  bream. 
Some  fair  roach  have  been  taken  with  wheat,  and  a few  good 
bream  with  brandlings;  and  1 think  sport  will  improve  as  the 
weather  is  very  favourable.  Mr.  C.  A.  Bryant  and  friend  have  bad 
good  snort  with  rudd,  taking  some  very  good  ones.  Prospects  arc 
looking  better  than  they  have  been.-  JI.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon  . Water  a very  nice  height,  but  some- 
what  clear.  Roach  feeding  well  at  creed  wheat.  Bream  fishing 
has  improved  considerably,  during  the  week  have  heard  of  several 
good  takes.  Early  morning  is  the  best  time,  and  brandlings  most 
suitable  bait.  Rudd  arc  also  in  a taking  humour.  I have  had 
several  lately,  some  of  them  exceeding  21b.  in  weight ; evening 
has  been  their  best  feeding  time.  Chub  and  perch  are  very  quiet. 

I am  requested  to  ask  you  to  kindly  insert  the  name  and  address 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association,  it  is  Mr. 
John  Measures,  Cemetery-rood,  Huntingdon. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  NeotS).— itiver  all  that  could  be  desired,  and 
bream  just  coming  on  properly,  mostly  taken  with,  gentles  and 
paste  up  to  now.  1 had  some  very  nice  rudd  yesterday;  should 
like  to  see  a little  more  colour  to  improve  sport. — A.  SCARP. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  all  in  splendid  condition,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  peel  running  up.  Mr.  Bellamy,  of  London, 
hud  twelve  brace  of  nice  trout  on  the  Meavy,  on  Tuesday,  and 
many  were  over  £lb.  and  two  over  41b.  each;  he  caught  them  in 
the  wooded  part  between  Gratton  l ord  and  Meavy.  With  regard 
to  the  pollution  of  Black-a-brook  I have  made  full  inquiries  from  a 
fisherman  living  on  the  spot.  He  says:  ‘kIt  certainly  was  an 
accident,  and  no  blame  seems  to  be  attached  to  anyone.  The 
prison  authorities  are  making  a new  gasometer,  and  a week  or 
so  ago  made  two  wells  to  contain  surplus  tar;  and  in  digging 
the  wells  unfortunately  dug  down  on  the  top  of  an  old 
drain,  but  not  deep  enough  to  discover  it,  and  the  tar  eventually 
found  its  way  into  the  drain,  which  probably  might  have  been 
made  when  the  French  prisoners  were  here,  for  it  was  unknown 
to  the  prison  officials,  and  there  was  no  plan  of  it  on  their  maps. 
Immediately  the  water  bailiff  discovered  the  dead  trout  he  traced 
the  cause  to  its  source,  and  at  once  saw  the  governor,  Capt.  John- 
son, who  very  promptly  summoned  the  responsible  officials, 
although  they  had  lert  their  work  for  the  day,  and 
securely  prevented  any  further  escape  of  the  tar.  Capt. 
Johnson  is  a most  enthusiastic  fisherman,  and  I am  sure 
does  his  utmost  to  prevent  any  pollution  to  the  river  Biack-a- 
brook.  The  distance  of  the  Black-a-brook  which  has  been 
affected  by  the  tar  is  only  about  a mile;  and  since  the  accident 
we  have  had  some  heavy  rain,  which  must  have  cleansed  the  river 
of  all  tar,  and  the  fish  from  lower  down  and  above  the  drain  will 
soon  find  their  way  into  the  stream  again.  The  damage  to  the 
Dart  fishing  is  very  small  indeed,  lor  there  is  the  East  and 
West  Dart,  the  Cowsie,  Cherry  Brook,  and  Swincombe  as 
pure  as  ever.  Only  yesterday  a gentleman  called  in  with 
his  basket  full  of  as  fine  trout  as  I have  seen  for  the  season. 
There  are  thousands  of  fish  still  left  in  the  many  many  miles  of 
excellent  fishing  on  the  moors.  I have  no  doubt  the  directors  of 
the  convict  department  will  satisfactorily  meet  the  demands  of  the 
Dart  conservators  either  by  way  of  compensation  or  prevention  of 
a similar  occurrence.  I do  not  lemember  a better  fishing  season 
on  the  whole,  especially  for  trout,  than  we  have  had  this  season. 
You  may  safely  tell  your  friends  not  in  any  way  to  be  alarmed 
concerning  the  fishiug  on  the  moors. — William  Hearder. 

Reservoir  (Elstree,  Herts).— Water  a good  colour ; very 
good  jack  caught  the  last  fortnight.  One  gentleman  caught  14lb. 
in  one  day’s  flshiDg,  and  several  good  ones  being  taken  by  others. 
The  best  baits  for  this  water  are  live  roach. — E.  Surkidge. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  welcome  rain  which  fell  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  present  week  has  done  something  to  freshen 
the  streams  and  improve  the  prospects  of  sport.  The  trout  have 
not  been  showing  ; but  fair  takes  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace  have 
been  made.  It  is  with  the  pike,  however,  that  the  best  fishing 
has  been  obtainable.  Mr.  W.  Jones,  of  Shrewsbury,  last  week 
took  no  fewer  than  between  twenty  and  thirty  jack,  averaging  a 
little  over  lib.;  and  other  anglers,  including  Mr.  Young,  have 
done  their  share  towards  ridding  the  river  of  these  voracious  fish. 
— PlSCATOR. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech). — 

The  weather  is  again  more  settled,  and  as  the  recent  showers 
have  had  the  effect  of  again  making  all  these  rivers  in  splendid 
condition,  capital  sport  is  now  being  had,  and  several  very  good 
trout  and  grayling  are  taken  daily. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapto^  Ley.— Wishing  here  is  still  excellent.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Knott,  London,  have  had  extraordinary  sport,  taking  many  pike 
daily,  one  of  8lb.  and  another  9jlb.  among  them.  Mrs.  Knott  took 
a 21b.  pike  on  a perch  rod  baited  with  gentles.  The  Rev.  Herbert 
Satchell,  Trinity  College,  also  has  had  good  sport  among  the  pike, 
perch,  &c. ; also  Heldreth  Kay  and  Gransfeld  Vickers,  jun.,  both 
of  Paignton,  who  took  three  good  pike  and  nearly  200  perch  and 
roach  first  day. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow).— Several  anglers  came  down  on  Sunday. 
Most  of  them  had  fish.  Mr.  Burton,  of  the  u Good  Intent,”  had 
five  nice  roach.  The  water  is  rather  bright,  and  there  are  plenty 
of  weeds.  We  have  had  some  rain,  which  helps  to  thicken  the 
water.— David  Springham. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rain  fell  on 
St.  Swithin's  Day,  and  if  the  old  •*  saw  ” is  correct  we  are  in  for  a 
spell  of  wet  weather.  The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
treacherous,  rain  falling  heavily,  and  rivers  are  thereby  clouded. 
Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  Arun,  and  from  both  Stoke  and 
Amberley  roach  of  over  21b.  have  been  taken,  and  a bream  of 
3Mb.  was'secured  on  Saturday  with  gentles.  The  Rother  is  in  fair 
order,  and  from  below  Selham  some  excellent  roach  have 
rewarded  visitors.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week  good  baskets  of 
roach  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  below  Lewes, several  fish  weighing 
upwards  of  lib.  A few  good  bream  have  been  taken  from  Cuckmere, 
and  from  the  upper  reaches  several  small  pike  taken  with  paste 
and  gentles  while  roach  fishing.  Dace  and  roach  are  feeding  on 
the  Adur  in  the  Henfleld  district.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in 
good  colour,  but  weedy  in  the  lower  reaches. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  rivers  are  very  low,  notwithstand- 
ing so  much  rain.  The  few  trout  taken  evenings  are  good  in  con- 
dition. 1 was  told  two  over  a pound  weight  were  taken  lately.— 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  now  in  good  order  for  either 
ily,  minnow,  or  bottom  fishing.  In  the  Ashford  water  some  fine 
trout  have  been  landed  with  the  wasp  grub.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Lcdvvyche  are  all  iu  good  order. — S.  LUDLOW. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— Rain  has  put  the  water  in  good  order  for 
either  ily  or  bottom  fishing.  Angling  has  improved.  Evening  is 
the  best  time,  and  several  nice  lots  have  been  landed.  The  Rea, 
Kyra,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  iu  order,  but.  fishing  quiet. — Wor- 
cester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  growth  of  flannel  weed  is  daily 
making  angling  a matter  of  difficulty  in  the  Trent,  only  tho 
channel  of.  tho  river  giving  a clean  run.  A few  barbel  have  been 
taken  with  worms  from  the  Corporation  water  and  tho  Muclcham 
fishery,  heaviest  51b.  loz.,  by  Mr.  G.  Trunin.  Several  tench  have 

been  bagged  b(  t Hb  2os  . bj  M r.  F.  Tomlini  on.  and  peroh 

have  been  socuted  than  for  some  time,  Mr.  W.  Taylor  taking  one 
of  21b.  loz.  The  Newark  Piscatorial  half-year  closed  on  Wednes- 
day, with  the  following  result  : Roach,  ill'  7,foz.,  Mr.  1\  Dunlop; 
dace,  8oz.  2 shots,  Mr.  W.  Mountney;  chub,  31b.  7o/..,  Mr.  11. 
Corner;  bream,  31b.  7oz.,  Mr.  T.  Lees;  porch,  lib.  t.Joz.,  Mr.  It. 
Dale;  and  bleak,  2joz.  4 shots,  Mr.  J.  Hickson.  TrbnthIDKR. 
Usk  (Senny  Bridge). — 1 The  river  is  in  splendid  condition 
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for  trout  fishing  after  the  little  fresh  we  had  on  Monday,  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  was  not  high  enough  to  move  any  salmon  up. — 
Pont  Senny. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Great  excitement  was  caused 
among  the  visitors  and  fishermen  here  on  July  Uth,  for  there 
were  about  100  jack,  all  in  splendid  condition,  laid  out  in  the 
gardens,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  Billingsgate  Market.  Never 
was  such  a take  known  at  the  Welsh  Harp.  The  following  are 
particulars: — Messrs.  Frost,  nine  jack,  581b.;  Preston,  four,  161b. ; 
Jeffrys,  six,  301b.;  White,  seven,  351b.;  Young,  four,  221b.; 
Eldridge,  four,  22Jlb.  ; Alting,  four.  191b.  ; Speaight,  four,  201b. ; 
Bayles,  one,  41b.,  and  nine  perch;  Phillips,  one,  41b.,  and  twelve 
perch;  Goodman,  six,  241b.  ; Watkins,  two,  ll£lb.  ; Williams, 
one,  71b.  ; Arnold,  four,  161b.;  Marchant,  three,  161b.  ; Marshal, 
five,  191b. ; Pollard,  two,  7Jlb.;  E.  Aldridge,  one,  71b.  ; Gibson, 
two,  71b.  ; Yule,  four,  221b.— John  Warner. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Fish  are  well  on  the  feed  now,  and 
some  good  catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  by 
Messrs.  Izard,  five  fish,  7 Jib. ; Smith,  three  bream,  8|lb. ; 
Reynolds,  nine  bream  and  four  eels,  15Jlb. ; Boree,  seven  bream, 
lljlb. ; Hardiug,  carp,  5.41b.;  Wyborn,  five  bream,  one  eel,  91b. ; 
Beach,  bream,  about  31b. ; Block,  six  bream,  131b.  These  have 
mostly  been  secured  by  ledgering. — A.  Newham,  keeper. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— A quantity  of  heavy 
rain  has  fallen  this  week,  which,  although  it  has  put  a good  deal 
of  colour  into  the  Derwent,  and  temporarily  put  a stop  to  tly 
fishing,  is  just  what  was  wanted,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that 
when  the  river  clears  sport  with  the  fly  will  be  much  improved,  as 
both  rivers  had  got  very  low  and  stale,  aud  much  needed  a flush. 
A visitor,  in  the  High  Tor  stream  at  Matlock  Bath,  on  Friday  last, 
took  seven  brace  of  good  trout;  Mr.  Greer,  another,  killed 
2J  brace  in  the  same  stream  on  Saturday.  Two  anglers,  fishing 
the  Chatsworth  waters  the  same  day  took  three  brace  of  trout, 
two  brace  of  grayling,  and  five  or  six  brace  of  perch.  Better 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Wye,  and  those  who  fish  that  stream 
as  it  is  clearing  after  the  rain  ought  to  have  excellent  sport. — 
Dotterel. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Bournemouth.— The  fishing  here  has  been  practically  nil 
during  the  past  week,  the  sea  being  too  rough  in  consequence  of 
the  strong  south-westerly  breezes  which  have  prevailed.  Large 
schools  of  mackerel  have  been  seen  in  the  bay,  so  that  we  may 
shortly  expect  some  to  be  taken  whiffing. — H.  M. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  continue  to  have  excellent 
sport  with  mackerel,  whiting,  and  pollack.  Both  bream  and 
pollack  are  very  plentiful  just  now,  and  large  takes  are  being 
made  of  mackerel  and  whiting. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fishing  has  much  improved  during  the  last  week, 
and  some  good  takes  of  bass  have  been  recorded.  Pollack  can  be 
had  in  any  numbers  near  the  Knap  and  Panther  Buoys  A fisher- 
man out  there  last  week  (Saturday),  fishing  with  the  natural  bait, 
had  eight  or  ten  dozen  ; and  he  said,  “he  believed  he  could  have 
filled  his  boat  if  he  had  had  enough  worms.” — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — Sport  has  been  good  on  favourable  days. 
Anglers  out  after  pollack  had  on  an  average  about  twenty  fish 
daily.  Bottom  fishers  had  also  good  sport  at  bream,  gurnard,  Arc., 
on  Friday,  Saturday,  ar.d  Monday. — T.  J.  D. 

Southsea  and  District.— Fishing  from  the  boats  here  has 
not  been  good  for  the  past  week,  as  the  weather  has  been  rough. 
Some  good  pollack  have  been  taken  in  a few  ca  es  near  the  forts 
at  Spithead.  From  the  shore  not  much  has  been  done.  From 
the  pier  at  Sea  View,  Isle  of  Wight,  good  pollack  in  fair  numbers 
have  been  taken.  From  East  Southsea  Pier  pollack  and  some 
good  lobsters.  In  the  moats  at  Gosport  the  fishing  has  been 
good,  mullet  and  pollack  being  the  principal  fish  taken. — C.  J. 
Dean. 

Waterville.— Pollacking  has  afforded  good  sport  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  since  last  report,  many  anglers  having  | 
made  as  large  a score  as  thirty  fish  in  a day.  Bottom  fishing  for 
gurnard,  Ac.,  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  standard. — T.  J.  L>. 

Whitby.  — The  weather  has  been  delightfully  calm  and  the  sea 
smooth,  so  that  there  has  been  almost  ceaseless  sport  in  the  roads 
during  the  past  week.  The  shoals  of  fish  are  numerous  and 
dense,  and  splendid  sport  is  afforded. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg'ach  Lochs. — Lochs  Veyatie,  Gama,  Urigill,  and 
Bourlan,  are  still  giving  capital  sport.  During  the  past  week 
Messrs.  Beith,  Glasgow,  and  Miller,  Musselburgh,  were  out  daily,  | 
and  made  a total  between  them  of  353  trout,  aggregating  1301b. 
The  other  successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  Low,  Laing,  Wilson,  ■ 
Dane,  Egerton,  Ac.  On  Monday  this  week  the  baskets  were  I 
Messrs.  Leslie  and  Roxburgh.  160  trout,  361b.;  Messrs.  Beith  and 
Miller,  ninety-two,  301b. ; Mr.  Egerton,  fifty,  171b. ; and  Mr.  Dane, 
forty-four,  13jlb, — B. 

Altnaharra  Waters. — The  sport  of  the  past  week  has  been 
almost  phenomenal,  particularly  the  salmon  and  grilse  angling 
on  Rivers  Mallard  and  Naver,  on  which  Messrs.  Acton  and 
Edwards  landed  between  them  twenty  salmon,  1561b.,  and  ten 
grilse,  54.ilb.  The  best  trput  baskets  of  the  week  were  by  Mr. 
Blackett  Ord,  who  in  four  days’  fishing  caught  234  trout,  891b. 
Other  heavy  baskets  made  by  Messrs.  Bovill  and  Graham.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  and  Miss  Young  landed  sixteen  grilse,  averaging 
51b.  each. — B. 

Awe. — From  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  the  9th  Mr.  Monement  bad  a 


grilse  of  61b.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Upschcr  had  one  of  71b.  On  the 
12th,  the  same  gentleman  had  one  6lb.,  and  Mr.  Butler  another  of 
6*lb.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Upschcr  had  two  grilse,  5Jlb.  and  71b.  On 
the  16th,  Capt.  Campbell  had  a salmon  91b.,  and  Mr.  McKenzie 
another,  91b.— D.  Macdonald. 

Beailly. — The  Duke  of  Portland  has  had  a splendid  season  on 
the  Be.au fort  waters,  where  he  has  run  up  a total  of  over  200  llsh 
scaling  from  51b.  to  221b.,  most  of  which  were  to  his  own  rod. 
His  lease  of  this  fine  water  has  now  expired,  and  Mr.  Tooth,  the 
new  shooting  tenant,  is  coming  next  week.  The  Duke  fishes  the 
Lovat  Arms  waters  now  for  the  rest  of  the  season. — G.  M. 

Benbecnla  (Creagorry  Hotel).— With  favourable  weather 
good  baskets  have  been  obtained  from  this  hotel  by  Messrs. 
Heath,  Hodgson,  Ducroy,  Main,  Kcnsie,  and  Dr.  West,  and  the 
outlook  is  promising. 

Border  Esk. — During  the  past  ten  days  some  good  sport  has 
been  had  on  this  river.  In  the  Langholm  water  nine  sea  trout, 
four  herling,  and  21b.  of  yellow  trout  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  T. 
Irving.  Master  Thos.  Johnstone  had  five  sea  trout  at  a fishing 
with  the  worm,  and  at  another  fishing  four  sea  trout.  At  a night 
fishing  Mr.  Alex.  Macmillan  caught  some  sea  trout  in  Glenfirra  ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Ross  had  four  sea  trout,  one  herling.  and  some  yellow 
trout.  Fishing  below  Skipper's  Bridge  Mr.  M.  Laidlaw  landed 
four  sea  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Barnfather,  four;  Mr.  J.  D.  Little  bad 
a sea  trout,  3Jlb.,  and  one  herling;  Mr.  D.  Marclibank  creeled 
four  sea  trout ; Mr.  Story  landed  three  sea  trout  and  one 
herling;  Mr.  Richard  Graham  caught  a couple  of  sea 
trout;  and  Mr.  Christopher  Elliott  one  of  4^1b.  from  the 
Trough  stream  with  worm.  At  a night.  fishing  Mr.  Geo.  Max- 
well caught  two  sea  trout.  Some  excellent  baskets  have  also 
been  obtained  in  the  Canonbie  water,  and  in  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch's  reserved  water.  A visitor  staying  at  Enthorn  had  a 
dozen  sea  trout ; Mr.  J.  Graham  creeled  eight  sea  trout.  Sport 
has  not  been  quite  so  good  in  the  double  water  between  Longtown 
and  Canonbie,  yet  fairly  good  baskets  of  both  sea  and  yellow 
trout  have  been  made.  The  Liddle  is  now  yielding  good  sport, 
and  several  catches  of  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  are  recorded. 
Cheering  news  comes  from  the  Metal  Bridge  district,  where  grand 
catches  of  herling  are  being  made.  Mr.  T.  L.  Atkinson,  who  is 
staying  at  the  Brig,  had  seventy-seven  on  Saturday,  and  over  forty 
on  Monday  ; Mr.  Heethard  creeled  fifty  between  the  Metal  Bridge 
Hotel  and  Longtown  ; and  Col.  Wybergh  and  Mr.  J.  Routledge 
both  have  had  good  baskets.  Weather  dull  and  showery  and 
favourable  for  angling. — G. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Owing  to  the  rather  un- 
settled condition  of  the  waters  caused  by  the  heavy  rainfall  over 
the  entire  watersheds  of  the  Dee.  Don,  aDd  other  northern  rivers, 
the  capture  of  salmon  and  grilse  has  not  been  as  plentiful  as  was 
I anticipated.  Of  grilse,  however,  there  is  little  cause  to  complain 
I this  season,  which  has  already  proved  more  prolific  than  any 
during  the  past  decade.  On  the  Upper  Fife  Arms  Dee  water  an 
occasional  salmon  has  been  got,  while  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Linn  o'  Dee,  grilse  from  211).  to  41b.  were  got  by  Dr.  Bookless, 
Belleview  Villa,  and  others.  On  the  favoured  Balmoral  reaches 
similar  results  have  been  got.  On  the  Invercauld  Ballater 
waters  sport  was  very  good  last  week,  several  salmon  and 
grilse  being  got  daily  by  Mr.  John  McGregor  and  guests. 
On  the  Cambus  O'May  section,  Mr.  Gaskell  landed  two  salmon, 
of  61b.  and  81b. ; and  Miss  Broadhurst,  Terregles,  Dumfries, 
her  first  fish,  a grilse  of  41b.  On  the  Glen  Tana  water  sport  is 
reviving,  and  last  week  some  very  nice  grilse  were  grassed.  On 
the  Aboyne  and  Kincardine  O'Neil  the  river  was  too  much  in 
flood.  On  the  Ballogie  fishings  Mr.  Nicol's  keeper  had  three 
nice  sea  trout  from  21b.  to  2|lb.,  and  a grilse  of  41b.  On  the  Don 
some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  were  got  on  the  Castle  Fraser, 
Kenmay,  and  Monymusk  sections  by  local  anglers,  scaling  from 
141b.  to  261b. — Deksider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— There  was  a very  heavy  rainfall 
over  the  course  of  the  River  Deveron  last  week,  and  the  water  in 
the  meantime  is  in  high  Hood,  and  of  a dark  brown  colour.  On 
Saturday  it  was  flowing  over  the  dykes,  and  fish  had  almost  a 
free  ascent  to  the  upper  reaches.  In  the  end  of  last  veek,  on  the 
Asswanly  section,  Mr.  Campbell  had  a salmon  of  8±lb.  and  a 
grilse  of  5£lb.,  and  on  the  Netherdale  section  Mr.  Fraser  had  a 
grilse  of  4Jlb. — H.  W. 

Docliart. — Surg-Gen.  Bidie  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Small,  out  from 
Luib  Hotel,  on  Loch  Nubhair,  on  Wednesday,  had  thirty-one 
trout,  weight  7^1b. ; Mr.  A.  H.  Colles.  thirty,  6}lb.;  Mr.  T.  Codes, 
twelve,  3Jlb.  ; Dr.  L.  Rose,  eleven.  Thursday.  Surg.-Gen.  Bidie, 
twenty-six,  5$lb. ; Mr.  D.  Fraser  and  Mr.  Small,  forty-two,  lOjjlb. 
Saturday,  Surg.-Gen.  Bidie  and  Mr.  E.  Cowan,  thirty-three,  7 ^ 1 ] ». 
On  the  17th  inst.,  P.  Lament,  keeper,  Suie,  on  the  river  had  a 
clean-run  salmon  of  201b. — Donald  MoNaughton. 

Glencalvie  — Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Carron.  Easter  Ross,  had  two  grilse  and  one  salmon  on  Thurs- 
day; on  Friday,  one  salmon  ; on  Saturday,  one  ; and  on  Monday, 
five. — B. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  — On  July  9,  Mr. 
Kerby,  thirty  trout,  101b. ; Mr.  Young,  thirty,  91b. ; Drs.  Lock- 
wood  and  Aitkens,  forty-four,  121b.  ; Mr.  Wriglcy,  twelve,  91b. 
10th,  Mr.  Wrigley,  forty-one.  12lb. ; Dr.  Lockwood  and  Aitkens, 
seventy-one,  221b.  ; Mr.  Young,  twenty.  71b.;  Mr.  Ross,  thirty-six, 
101b.  11th,  heavy  rain  and  spate.  Pith.  Messrs.  Munro  and 

Wallace,  three  grilse,  81b.,  61b.,  41b.  ; Mr.  Ross,  ten  trout,  51b., 
one  grilse,  4Jlb.;  Drs.  Lockwood  and  Aitkens,  forty-one  trout, 
141b.;  Mr.  Ixirby,  thirty,  121b.  13tli,  Mr.  Arthur  Wrigley,  one  I 


trout,  21b.,  one  grilRC.  81b.:  Mr.  Ross,  ten  trout,  81b  . one  grilse, 

I 51b.;  Mr.  Young,  twelve,  71b.  14th,  Dr.  Lockwood  and  Aitkens, 

I forty-eight,  151b.;  Mr.  Wrigley,  one,  21b.  Heavy  spate;  good 
| sport  with  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  expected  first  week. — Wu. 
Wallace. 

Xsla. — The  rains  have  put  the  water  in  good  trim,  and  the 
I trout  are  at  times  well  on  the  Iced.  Mr.  Duncan  McKenzie,  iu 
four  and  a half  hours,  had  161b. ; and  on  another  occasion,  in 
about  five  hours,  14Jlb.  On  Loch  Auchintaple,  Lady  Kinioch 
landed  two  trout  of  nearly  41b.  at  one  cast.  On  Loch  Drumore, 
on  Saturday,  Messrs.  Smart  and  Saddler  killed  seventy-two  trout 
On  Lintrathen  Loch.  Messrs.  A.  Guthrie  and  A.  Smart  killed 
thirteen,  besides  twenty-four  perch  and  one  pike. — Iasgair. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland.— Mr.  MacDonald  and  others  have 
recently  caught  some  line  sea  trout,  some  of  which  weighed  up  to 
31b.  The  net  salmon  fishings  are  doiDg  fairly  well,  though  not  by 
any  means  improving. — B. 

i-airg*  (Sutherland!.— These  hotel  waters  have  been  much 
frequented  during  the  past  week.  Excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained  by  Sir  David  Auchterlony,  Generals  Cookworthy  and 
Stafford,  Major  Berkeley,  Captain  Henderson,  Messrs.  Copeland, 
Weir  and  friend,  Berrit,  W.  Garnett.  Coinbie,  McNeil,  McLean, 
Gordon,  Allsopp,  and  Kolle ; and  owing  to  late  rains  the  water  is 
in  good  condition,  and  angling  improved. 

Lochboisdale  (South  Uist).— The  following  arc  some  of 
the  baskets  made  by  gentlemen  out  from  Lochboisdale  Hotel 
during  the  past  week:  The  9th,  Dr.  Yeo.  three  trout;  Messrs. 
Dixon  and  Marriott,  fifteen;  Lieut. -Col.  Echalaz,  eight,  loth. 
Dr.  Hodson,  eighteen ; Messrs.  Dixon  and  Marriott,  seven  ; Lieut. - 
Col.  Echalaz,  five,  lltb.  Dr.  Hodsdon,  three  ; Lieut. -Col.  Echalaz, 
thirteen;  Mr.  H.  G.  Walker,  five.  12th,  Mr.  Sword,  nineteen; 
another  gentleman,  six;  Lieut. -Col.  Echalaz,  two;  Dr.  Hodsdon, 
two  : Mr.  C.  W.  Walker,  three.  13th.  Mr.  Sword,  eight.  14th, 
Mr.  Widderspoon,  thirty;  Dr.  Hodsdon.  five;  Mr.  Sword,  four; 
Mr.  W.  Walker,  seven;  and  Mr.  W.  C.  and  H.  G.  Walker, 
sixteen.  The  lochs  are  in  splendid  angling  ply.  Fish  are 
numerous — S.  McK. 

Loch  Earn. — On  the  10th  inst.,  Mrs.  Campbell,  fishing  on 
Lochearnhead  Hotel  water  for  two  hours,  killed  fourteen  trout, 
and  the  Rev.  Hine-Havcock,  on  Loch  Yoil,  caught  fourteen,  one 
of  which  weighed  3flb.  and  another  21b.  On  the  11th,  Messrs. 
W.  and  A.  Dowell,  on  Loch  Earn,  had  twenty-seven,  and  the 
Rev.  Hine-Haycock  nine  trout,  weight.  31b.  On  the  14tli,  Mr. 
Breeks  killed  twenty,  weight  5 Jib.,  and  on  the  16th,  captured 
| forty-three  good  trout. — E.  Matsey. 

Lochinver  (Sutherland).— Recent  heavy  rainfall  has  filled 
various  lochs.  Prospects  of  sport  very  bright.  Mr.  Clegg  had 
baskets  of  twenty-one  trout,  on  Badmine,  thirty-eight  trout,  151b., 
and  twenty-one  trout,  9Jlb. ; on  Crocach  and  on  Fioun,  thirty 
trout,  P21b.  Mr.  James  Prockter.  on  the  Kirkaig,  a nice  basket 
i of  sea  trout;  on  the  Inver,  a grilse  of  4Jlb. ; and  on  Fioun,  with 
Mr.  Buckty,  thirty  trout,  151b.  Mr.  Baynes,  on  Crocach,  thirty- 
i eight  trout;  and  on  Culag.  twenty-six.  Mr.  lveson,  on  Crocach, 

; 61b.  trout ; and  on  Blackloch,  61b.  trout.  Some  very  fine  sea 
trout  were  killed  on  Sea  Loch  by  Mr.  Wignal,  Mr.  Lamb,  and 
Colonel  Roberts,  the  last-named  killed  a grilse  of  4 Jib.  on  the 
Inver,  and  a salmon  of  7|lb.  on  Culag.  Mr.  Buckly  killed  a 
i grilse  of  51b.,  and  a sea  trout  of  21b.  in  the  Inver. — X. 

Lochinver  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— The  rivers  aud 
lochs  are  now  in  full  flood,  and  sport  has  greatly  improved.  On 
Wednesday,  11th,  J.  Cuthbert  Spencer,  fishing  Loch  Fioun,  had 
fifty-five  trout,  211b.,  and  on  Friday,  at  Loch  Culag,  one  grilse, 
6Jlb.,  and  fourteen  trout,  4Jlb. ; on  Saturday,  at  Loch  Crocach, 
fifty-one  trout,  191b.  Mrs.  Kerrison  and  R.  O.  Kerrison,  at  Loch 
Fioun  on  Thursday, had  forty-one  trout,  15 Jib.  On  Friday, "R.  O. 
Kerrison,  fishing  on  the  River  Kirkaig,  had  a salmon,  12Jlb.  On 
Saturday,  Mrs.  Kerrison  and  R.  O.  Kerrison,  ou  Loch  Fioun,  had 
fifty-eight  trout,  171b.  Mr.  A.  Paisley  and  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
R.  Paisley,  fishing  Loch  Fioun  on  Saturday,  caught  fifty-two 
trout,  161b.  Sir  Henry  Robertson,  fishing  the  Inver  on  Saturday, 
caught  one  grilse,  5|lb.  Dr.  Beveridge,  fishing  the  River  Kirkaig 
on  Saturday,  had  two  grilse,  6^1b.  and  6Jlb.  Good  sport  is 
expected  on  loch  and  river  next  week. — Jno.  Thomson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — Only  six  boats  have  been  out  with 
anglers  since  my  last  report,  and  the  average  capture  has  been 
four  trout  per  boat.  The  weather  has  become  somewhat,  colder 
and  overcast. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Rannoch. — From  Bunrannoch  come  reports  of  con- 
tinued good  sport.  Dr.  Gowing,  Capt.  McEwen,  and  Messrs. 
Douglas,  MacCulloeh.  Elliott,  F.  and  S.  Beaty,  Aubert  having 
taken  many  fish  of  good  weight  and  iu  fine  condition. 

Loch  Rannoch  (Dunalastair  Hotel).— Visitors  from  the 
Dunalastair  Hotel  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
excellent  sport  they  have  had  within  the  last  week,  no  less  than 
536  trout  were  killed  by  the  following  gentlemen  : Messrs.  Dixon, 
Higson,  Pyemont,  Stavoley  Taylor.  Openshaw,  Hoare,  Voelcker, 
and  Mrs.  Cross;  and  Mr.  Higson  killed  three  Sahno  J'cro.r  on  the 
following  respective  dates:  On  the  1 1th,  one,  weighing  llflb. ; on1 
the  14th,  one,  15£lb.;  and  on  the  17th.  one,  141b. — George  Gow. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B).— Kenmore,  Loch  Tay,  on  I he 
hotel  water,  on  the  10th,  Mr.  Field  caught  fourteen  trout,  8Jlb. ; 
11th,  ten  trout,  31b.;  12th,  twelve  trout,  4Jlb. ; 13th,  seventeen 
trout,  71b. — Knight. 

Lochtulla  and  River  Orchy.  Mrs.  Rickets,  London,  fish- 
ing from  Inveroran  Hotel,  on  llthJ uly,  had  one  trout,  3Ub.  Ou  12th, 
same  lady  had  one  trout,  31b.  On  13th,  Mr.  D.  F.  Buchanan, 
Glasgow,  had  two  salmon,  14 lb.  ; same  day,  Mr.  Clark,  Glasgow^ 


jkk  bn  Ruction. 

American  Fly  Rods,  Roach  and  Salmon 
Rods,  Artificial  Flies,  Prepared  Lines, 
Fly  Books,  Artificial  Bait,  Hooks, 
Reels,  and  a variety  of  Fishermen’s 
Miscellanea,  Pneumatic  and  other 
Safety  Bicycles,  and  an  important 
assemblage  of  high-class  Sporting' 
Guns  and  Rifles. 


TAEBENHAM,  STORR,  and  SONS  will 
SELL  by  AUCTION,  at  their  Great 
Mart,  26,  King-street,  Covent  Garden, 
London,  W.C.,  on  Wednesday,  July  25, 
1894,  at  Twelve  o’clock  precisely,  the 
above  FISHING  TACKLE,  GUNS,  &c. 

On  view  day  prior  and  morning  of  sale. 
Catalogues  free. 


CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  & CO., 

Manufacturers  of 

FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE, 

Guarantee  all  Rods,  Reels,  Flies,  &c.,  made  by  them  to  be 

THE  BEST  QUALITY  OF  WORKMANSHIP  AND  MATERIAL. 

PRICE  LIST  POST  FREE! 

(Worth  the  perusal  of  all  interested  in  Angling). 

43,  STRICKLAND  GATE,  T7"T|lTVrT^  A T 
Works : DUCKETT  MILLS,  IXilllN 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 


To  the  Trade  Only. 


HACKLES. 


Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
Seal’s  Fur.  Pig’s  Wool. 


All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 

George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork. 


O.  R.  BROOKS’ 

FAR-FAMED  FITTED  LINES,  READY  FOR  USE,  FOR  BASS,  POLLACK,  AND 
MACKEREL,  ORIGINAL  SPINNER. 

Inventors  of  the  Double  Twist,  Red,  Black,  and  Grey. 

Yachts  Fitted  with  Trawls,  Trammels,  and  every  Requisite. 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTORY,  ST0NEH0USE. 

BRANCH— 62,  SOUTH-SIDE  STREET,  PLYMOUTH. 


! THE  WORM  FLY, 

As  recommended  in  the  “ Field”  and 
“Fishing  Gazette.” 


EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER. 

“ Enjoying  the  right  of  fishing  on  lochs  in 
Inverness-shire,  I sallied  forth  with  five  of  the 
best  killing  flies  I know  of,  including  the  Worm 
Fly  dressed  by  Watson,  Inverness.  I have 
fished  with  all  kinds  of  flies,  and,  like  most  of 
my  brother  anglers,  1 have  my  favourites,  but 
I must  confess  that  the  Worm  Fly  beats  every  fly 
in  my  experience,  so  far  as  killing  is  concerned.’* 


Dressed  on  Loop  or  Strands  of  Gut, 

3s.  per  dozen. 

ZD.  WaTSOU, 

Practical  Angler  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

INVERNESS. 


THE  FISHER’S  DRINK. 

Ask  for  “ IVANHOE  ” when  filling 
your  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 

WHISKY. 


D.  A.  RHIND  & CO., 

LEITH,  KT.B. 
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had  two  Niilmon,  On  Tltll,  Ml*.  lUiohaimti  had  two  Hulmoii, 

9lb.  and  I'Jlli. : Mr.  Clark  hud  ono  Mh. ; hhijic  day,  Mn.  Uli'ltriN  hud 
one  Halnioii,  9Jlb.  On  llJtli,  Mr.  Clark  hud  throe  ualinon,  I — 
Duncan  A.  Pobiikh. 

Navor  (Bettyhlll).  The  punt  wool<  hau  boon  a prollllo  ono  In 
oport,  four  or  Mvo  nuIimoii  to  one  rod  in  one  day  bolng  not  un- 
eoinmon.  The  anglers  out  wore  Major  Purnell,  Mr.  Wnrnmld, 
Mr.  Idoyd  Kdwurds,  Mr.  Outs,  and  Mr.  Acton.  In  all  forty-olghl 
HhIi  wore  landed  with  tho  rod.  The  not  fishings  on  the  Borglo 
have  also  been  productive  -B. 

Overscalg  Lochs.  'I’ho  best  baskets  made  during  tho  past 
week  wore  by  Mr.  A.  Paradox,  N aw  castle- on -Tyne,  who,  In  three 
consecullve  days’  listing,  landed  128  lino  trout,  aggregating  491b. 
— H. 

Portsonaclian  Hotel. — Angling  Loehawo  from  Portson- 
aohan  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  July  II,  Messrs.  Mappln  klllod 
three  grilse;  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Tullls,  three  grilse;  on  Friday, 
Mr.  Tullls,  ono  grilse;  on  Loch  Avieh,  Messrs.  Kidd  and  Smith 
killed  eight  dozen  trout;  on  Saturday,  Messrs.  Mappln,  two 
grilse,  and  some  nice  trout;  on  Monday,  Capt.  Smith  killed  a 
nice  grilse,  and  Mr.  Walter  Mappln  another.—  J.  CAMERON. 

Rhiconich  Loclis.— Sport  has  improved  immensely  of  late. 
Besides  good  baskets  of  brown  trout  by  other  anglers,  on  Satur- 
day, Mr.  U.  F.  Kerr,  Duncraig,  made  the  following  on  Loeh 
Garbetbeg,  viz.,  three  sea  trout,  I Jib.,  and  2^11). ; one  grilse, 
fijlb.  ; and  seven  salmon,  three  of  which  weighed  71b.,  three  Gib. , 
and  ono  (ijlb.  Tho  total  basket  by  all  anglers  during  tho  week 
included  221  trout,  lHGlb. ; seven  sea  trout,  1 Gib. ; two  grilse, 
101b. ; seven  salmon,  45Mb. ; and  nine  and  a half  dozen  flounders, 
Ac.  Messrs  Bateson,  Liverpool;  Mr.  J.  Cox-Cox,  Dundee;  Mr. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodman  Smith,  Aberdeen,  were  all 
successful. — B. 

Rodono  Hotel  (St.  Mary’s  Loch,  Yarrow). — Among 
the  successful  anglers  for  the  last  week  were;  Ostwin  A.  J. 
Lee,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Koberts,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Watson, 
Harwich,  lit)  in  all,  the  trout  avoraged  Jib.  All  over  the  weather 
is  good,  and  the  waters  are  in  good  order. — R.  M.  CHISHOLM. 

Scourie  Lochs.— Capital  baskets  of  loch  trout  and  sea  trout 
have  recently  been  made  by  Messrs.  Simpson,  Morrison,  Finlay- 
son,  and  others.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  Mr.  Price,  Auckland, 
and  Mr.  Bilbrough,  London,  fished  Loch  Duartmore,  and  landed 
eleven  sea  trout,  two  grilse,  and  a salmon. — B. 

Shielbridge  Hotel  (Loch  Shiel,  Acharacle).— July  13, 
Mr.  lire,  Bonnybridge,  caught  two  grilse;  14tli,  Mrs.  Roberts, 
Salisbury,  one;  17th,  Dr.  Hector,  London,  caught  one  grilse,  and 
Mr.  Ure,  on  the  River  Shiel,  one  salmon. 

Shin  (Inveran).— Col.  Hall,  Capt.  Gaskell.and  Miss  Gaskell, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  were  out  three  days  and  caught  two 
salmon  and  eleven  grilse;  total,  including  salmon  and  grilse, 
991b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  this  district  have  been 
affording  good  sport.  Herling,  which  are  now  getting  fairly 
plentiful  in  the  Annan,  have  not  been  well  on  the  fly.  This  week  a 
grand  run  of  grilse  came  on  in  the  Solway,  and  all  the  nets  made 
capital  hauls.  The  Annan.— Some  capita]  sport  has  been 
obtained.  Among  the  best,  baskets  were  those  by  Messrs.  Laurie, 
Dixon,  Loudon,  W.  Wallas,  Carruthers,  W.  Wright,  Gibson, 
Carrick,  J.  Rae,  Fulton,  McLellan,  Middleton,  and  Mosscrope! 
The  Nith.— There  is  now  a better  show  of  herling  in  this  river, 
but  no  notable  catches  have  been  reported.  The  best  basket 
reported  has  been  about  a dozen  herling.  On  the  Cairn  fair  sport 
is  the  rule.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — A fine  show  of  fish  in  the 
streams,  but  little  sport  for  the  rods.  Over  sixty  grilse  and 
salmon  were  caught  in  the  draught  nets  on  Saturday.  What 
prospects  for  the  rods  if  the  fish  had  not  been  netted  out.  The 
Fleet.— This  river  is  not  affording  much  sport  to  the  rods  despite 
suitable  waters  and  windy  days.  Ayrshire  Lochs.— These  lochs, 
the  Doon  and  Finlas,  have  given  the  same  good  sport,  as  that 
reported  on.  Capt.  Watson,  Messrs.  MePhee  and  Laurie  being 
the  most  successful.  All  the  lochs  and  rivers  are  in  good  order 
to-day  (Wednesday). — Heatherbell. 

Spey.— Sport  has  improved  with  the  rise  in  the  water,  which 
is  getting  into  good  order.  At  Craigellachie  Mr.  Gordon  caught 
five  grilse,  and  a good  few  trout.  A good  few  trout  were  also  got 
on  this  reach  during  the  week,  but  few  salmon.  On  the  Laggan, 
Knockando  House,  ana  adjacent  sections  of  the  Spey  there  was 
fair  fishing  during  the  week.  On  the  Laggan  water  the  week's 
snort  represented  six  grilse,  and  on  the  Knockando  House  section 
three  salmon  and  two  grilse.  B’rom  the  Pitcroy  Lodge  section 
Mr.  Daun,  keeper,  landed  a salmon  and  four  grilse,  and  on  the 
same  section  on  this  day  week  Mr.  Cameron  had  two  grilse,  a sea 
trout,  and  181b.  of  yellow  trout.— J.  M. 

Tong-ne  (Tongue  Hotel  Waters,  N.B.). — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Illingworth,  Capt.  Gresley,  Mr.  Ridley,  Messrs.  Hardy,  and  Mr. 
Cumner  have  met  with  splendid  sport  in  the  waters  belonging  to 
the  above  hotel,  and  have  grassed  some  200  fish,  including 
salmon,  sea  trout,  brown  trout,  Ac.,  with  some  fine  specimens 
amongst  them. 

Tweed.— Sport  on  this  river,  and  on  its  twin  sister,  the  Teviot, 
during  the  past  week  or  ten  days  has  not  been  such  as  to  give  any 
great  zest  to  the  angler.  Once  o<r  twice  during  the  last  few  days 
the  Teviot  became  very  dirty — caused  by  thunder  spates  in  the 
west— while  the  volume  of  water  in  the  bed  of  the  river  has  not 
been  increased.  This  has  not  improved  angling  prospects.  On 
the  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  Mr.  R.  Hendry,  the  fisherman,  has 
had  ODe  clean  sea  trout,  of  Pjlb.  On  the  Corham  water,  two  nice 
fish,  of  161b.  andClb.,  have  been  caught  by  Mr.  W.  King, Berwick; 
while  two,  of  81b.  each,  have  been  got  on  the  same  water  by  Mr. 
T.  Sligb.  On  some  of  the  tributary  streams,  the  takes  of  trout 
have  been  better  than  on  the  main  rivers.  In  the  Morebattle 
district,  baskets  of  from  CJlb.,  71b.,  and  down  to  31b.,  have  been 
killed.  On  the  other  streams  in  the  district,  sport  has  only  been 
middling.  Good  flood  is  now  much  wanted. — Maxwheel. 

Ythan  Tiaal. — There  has  been  too  much  thunder  for  good 
sport  during  the  past  week,  but,  notwithstanding,  some  fine 
baskets  have  been  made.  The  best  trout  scaled  2}Ib.,  and  was 
got  by  Mr.  Austin,  ol  Kidderminster.  Among  others  angling 
those  parts  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Davidson,  Well- 
wood,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wordie,  Fordoun,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Austin,  Ac. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Connaught  Rivers. — The  Corrib  remains  in  nice  form,  and 
sport  continues  good.  "White  trout  are  now  up  in  fair  numbers. 
In  the  past  week  the  Rev.  A.  Law  killed  four  fish  ; Mr.  H.  Grace, 
four;  Mr.  Gibbons,  fourteen ; Commodore  Law,  eight;  Mr.  T.  G. 
P.. Hallet,  two;  Mr.  Sutton,  tlve ; Mr.  W.  Townsend,  three;  Mr. 
Vinter,  five;  Mr.  Fleming,  two;  Capt.  Dennis,  three;  and  Capt. 

Cliffe,  two. J.  A.  B.  F 

Cop  pal  Lake  — Some  good  baskets  of  white  and  brown  trout 
were  had  here  during  the  past  week.  Many  anglers  returned  all 
trout  not  weighing  Jib.  The  lake  is  now  in  line  angling  order.— 

Bann  (Loune  Bridge). — Fishing  has  not  been  so  good  hero 
last  week  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  tho  weather.  River  in 
™ condition  with  floods.  Large  takes  of  salmon  are  being  had. 

Erne. — Angling  for  salmon  on  this  water  during  the  past 
week  has  not  been  very  good  owing  to  tho  stormy  weather  and 
rising  water,  but  fair  sport  was  obtained  by  Messrs.  It.  Graves, 
K.  P.  Bates.  J.  M.  Somerville,  J.  Stone,  D.  Glynne,  A.  Borwick. 
Mr.  A.  Stubbs,  on  Thursday,  had  fifteen  salmon  and  grilHO, 
weighing  from  71b.  to  1Mb.  Previous  to  the  rise  of  water  trout 


fishing  was  very  good,  but  since  then  It  has  fallen  off. — M. 
Ron  AN. 

Glens  of  Antrim  Rivers.  — The  Inspectors  of  Irish 
Fisheries  have  just  made  an  order  fixing  the  close  season  for 
salmon  and  trout  In  the  Cushenden,  Glengnrrlf.  and  Glendun 
rivers,  between  Sept.  *20  and  March  10  following,  in  the  future. — 
J.  A B 

Innv. — Sport  has  fallen  off  owing  to  low  water.  On  Saturday 
Mr.  EcKeruley  caught  a salmon,  Alb.;  und  Capt.  White  and  another 
officer  half  a dozen  white  trout.  The  brown  trout  angling  has 
been  fair.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  now  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (South  of  Ireland). — There  lias  been  a run  of  salmon 
and  peal,  but  very  little  has  been  done  this  week. 

Lough  Currane.— Sport  has  been  pretty  brisk  despite  un- 
favourable weather.  A few  salmon  have  been  had,  the  lucky 
anglers  being  Mr.  Simms,  i)r.  Male,  Mr.  Logan,  and  Dr.  Dobie. 
The  white  trout  fishing  has  been  good.  Basket*  varying  from 
ten  to  twenty-one  fish  have  been  had  by  the  following  anglers: 
Mr.  Eckersley,  Mr.  Hayes,  Dr.  W.  H.  Dobie,  Dr.  A.  C Male,  Mr. 
Simms,  Mr.  Glcnnon,  Mr.  Logan,  Mr.  W.  S.  Hunt,  Captain 
White  and  another  officer,  Major  Cresswoll,  Captain  Brockebank, 
Captain  Richardson,  Mr.  Jackson,  Surgeon-Colonel  Rae,  D. 
Dwyer,  D.  Curran,  Pat  Murphy,  and  Con  Murphy.  White  trout 
are  very  numerous  on  all  the  usual  fishing  courses,  and  if  the  past 
week  had  been  more  favourable,  it  is  almost  certain  that  baskets  of 
those  fish  would  have  been  got  as  high  as  three  dozen.  Salmon, 
peal,  and  sea  trout  continue  to  come  up  from  tho  sea  in  good 
numbers,  and  as  the  weir  on  the  river  was  lifted  on  Friday 
last  for  the  season,  those  fish  have  now  a free  passage  up  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  Under  all  circumstances  sport  should 
show  a material  improvement  next  week  if  the  weather  be  at  all 
favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Several  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken 
last  week,  one  gentlemen  getting  three  baskets  during  the  week  of 
over  thirty  flsh  each,  several  fish  of  over  21b.  amongst  them. — 
M.  Rogan. 

Mountain  Lakes. — Sport  at  brown  trout  has  been  good  on 
these  waters.  On  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  last  baskets 
varying  from  three  dozen  to  six  dozen  were  had  on  Coomavoher 
and  Cummeravanig  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Owing  to  the  quantity  of 
rain  that  falls  almost  every  day  the  river  has  not  been  in  good 
angling  form  for  some  time.  Still  there  are  from  two  to  five  fish 
a day  taken  by  a single  rod.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
anglers  are  Messrs.  Simon,  Scroope,  Meldon,  Ashton,  Smith, 
Lock,  Fetherstone,  Tumlin,  and  F.  H.  Stevens.  Mr.  S.  O.  G. 
MacDermott.  in  three  days,  on  his  preserved  water  at  Foxford, 
killed  thirty-one  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  in  weight  from  71b. 
to  l*2Jlb.— Frank  Hearns. 

Rosses  (County  Donegal). — On  Dungloe  lake  last  week 
Mr.  Peebles  killed  three  sea  trout,  heaviest  41b.  Coz.  Plenty  of 
fish  are  running  up  to  the  loughs.— J.  A.  B. 

Strule  and  Mourne  (Newtownstewart).— There  has 
not  been  such  a run  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  in  these  rivers  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  as  soon  as  the  river  runs  down  fishing  is 
expected  to  be  very  good.  The  river  has  been  in  flood  lor  two 
days,  which  will  still  further  increase  the  supply.  On  the  loth, 
Dr.  Clements  killed  two;  John  Sweeney,  three;  John  McGirr, 
three;  Mr.  Barron,  one;  and  the  Messrs.  Musker,  of  Liverpool, 
are  making  splendid  baskets  of  white  and  brown  trout  worm 
fishing  on  the  rising  rivers.  Anglers  wishing  for  good  sport  on 
free  rivers  would  do  well  to  pay  those  rivers  a visit.— John  J. 
Moore. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — Sport  on  the  Mourne  continues  good.  The 
11th  inst.,  on  the  Newtonstewart  sections,  John  Sweeney  had  one 
salmon.  Sib.  13th.  John  Swneeney,  three  salmon,  101b.,  81b.,  and 
71b.  15th,  John  McGirr,  two,  81b.  and  71b.  : John  Sweeney,  one 

salmon,  81b. ; R.  N.  Barron,  one,  71b.  ; Dr.  Clement,  two  salmon. 
16th,  John  McGirr,  one  flsh,  71b. — J.  A.  B. 

Westmeath.  Lakes  (Mullingar).  — Whilst  trolling  on 
July  15  on  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvedere  Lake  for  pike,  Mr.  Meares 
hooked  and  landed  a magnificent  trout  weighing  261b.  2oz.  This 
grand  fish  measured  34£in.  in  length,  28|in.  in  girth,  20in.  in 
girth  nearer  tail,  9in.  at  tail,  width  of  tail  lOJin.  The  fish  was 
extremely  short  and  thick  for  its  weight,  and  was  fully  12in.  in 
diameter.  The  bait  used  was  a large  spoon.  This  huge  trout 
has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Williams  and  Son,  taxi- 
dermists, of  Dublin,  for  preservation,  and  will  be  on  exhibition 
at  the  Granville  Arms  Hotel,  Mullingar,  during  the  ensuing 
fishing  season. — T.  J.  W. 


THE  INDIGO-BIRD,  OR  INDIGO-BUNTING. 

The  indigo-bird  is  about  the  size  of  a German  canary, 
and  of  a deep  blue  all  over,  with  a metallic  lustre  in 
centain  lights  that  adds  much  to  his  beauty.  A graceful 
little  fellow  inhabiting  a lightly  wooded  country,  where 
he  pours  forth  his  melody  from  the  top  of  some  high  tree 
to  his  nesting  mate  below. 

His  song,  though  not  very  powerful,  is  extremely 
sweet,  and  combined  with  his  rich  plumage  makes  him  a 
desirable  cage-bird.  Large  numbers  are  shipped  to 
Europe  every  year,  showing  that  he  is  appreciated. 
He  is  not  hard  to  tame,  and  should  be  fed,  as  a regular 
thing,  on  canary-seed — now  and  then  a little  green  food ; 
while  in  his  estimation  no  kinds  of  insects  come  amiss. 

If  given  the  freedom  of  the  room  for  a flight  he  is  very 
happy,  and  will  catch  flies  in  a rapid  way.  Very  grace- 
ful when  flying,  the  indigo-bird  will  dart  from  one  side 
of  the  room  to  the  other,  stopping  instantly,  and 
hovering  on  the  wing  for  a moment,  like  the  humming 
bird.  He  is  inquisitive  too,  and  is  apt  to  fly  into  any 
dark  hole  that  he  finds.  The  writer  once  nearly  lost  his 
bird  by  his  lighting  on  a wire  fender  to  gaze  up  the 
dark  chimney. — Harper’s  Young  People. 


Scene  : Staircase  of  a newspaper  office. — A.  (ex- 
citedly) : “ There’s  been  an  awful  to-do  in  the  editorial 
department.”  B.  : “Why?”  A.  (hurriedly):  “The 
housekeeper  made  a mistake  and  put  ‘ no  admittance  ’ 
on  the  advertising  office  door,  and  the  ‘ Welcome  ’ mat 
in  front  of  the  editor’s  room.” 


A Sad  Case  has  come  to  light  in  connection  with  tho  recent 
bank  failures.  A young  fellow  was  deeply  in  love,  but  tho  lady’s 
father  refused  his  consent  until  the  young  fellow  should  havo 
accumulated  the  sum  of  £600.  For  nearly  six  years  he  worked 
early  and  late,  and  recently  informed  the  father  of  his  sweetheart 
that  the  task  was  accomplished,  the  money  being  safely  banked. 
Then  came  the  crash.  The  young  fellow  found  himself  penniless, 
and,  unable  to  face  tho  blow,  ho  committed  suicido.  The  moral  of 
this  is,  only  put  your  trust  in  such  things  as  never  fail.  The  list 
is  a short  one,  hut  Holloway's  Bills  and  Ointment  will  be  found  at 
tho  very  top. 


TDK  LONDON  UNITED  ANGLERS’ 
SOCIETIES  SEVENTH  ANGLING 
COMPETITION 

IN  AID  OF  THE  FUNDS  OF  THE 

ANGLEKS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY  AND 
CONVALESCENT  HOME  FUNDS. 

On  Friday,  the  13tb,  the  committee  met,  when  it  was 
decided  that  the  prizes  won  at  Ware  and  Enfield  Lock 
should  be  distributed  on  July  30  at  the  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-Htreet,  Dalston,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Dalston  Angling  Society.  It  was  also  decided  that  the 
prizes  left  over  should  be  banded  over  to  a committee  of 
West-end  clubs  for  a competition  later  in  the  year. 
Those  gentlemen  who  have  won  prizes  please  note  that 
they  must  bo  present  or  send  a deputy  with,  their  com- 
petition ticket. 

Since  my  last  report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums;  Mr.  Neal, 
5s.  ; Mr.  Jones,  Is.  ; Good  Fellowship,  fls.  ; North 
London,  8s. ; Hoxton  Brothers,  7s. ; West  Ham 
Brothers,  Is. ; Walthamstow  Brothers,  Is.  ; Bose  and 
Crown,  2s.  ; and  for  the  Sixth  Competition,  Jubilee,  8s. ; 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  19s. ; Eagle,  £1.  S.  Malby,  Sec. 


THE  AMBERLEY  COMPETITION. 

On  July  15  two  full  trains  conveyed  close  upon  1500 
anglers  and  their  friends  to  Amberley,  in  Sussex,  the 
occasion  being  a competition  for  various  prizes  given  in 
connection  with  the  excursion  organised  by  Mr.  Eldridge, 
of  the  Bose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road. 

The  morning  was  somewhat  overcast,  and  umbrellas 
and  macintoshes  were  well  in  evidence,  but,  fortunately, 
they  were  not  required  on  this  occasion. 

Tickets  having  been  stamped,  a “ move  ” was  made 
for  the  various  swims. 

Although  nearly  400  entries  had  been  recorded,  there 
was  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  crowding,  and  three 
or  four  times  the  number  could  easily  have  been  accom- 
modated on  the  banks  of  the  Arun — for  there  is  not  only 
plenty  of  room,  but  plenty  of  fish. 

The  hours  for  the  match  were  the  usual  (?)  office 
hours — 10  to  4 The  water  was  in  very  fair  condition — 
rather  too  highly  coloured  for  some,  not  quite  enough 
for  others.  The  Arun  never  has  been,  nor  will  it  be, 
exactly  the  right  tint  for  those  who  are  not  quite  so 
successful  as  others. 

At  four  o’clock  those  who  had  fish  wended  their  way 
way  to  the  Houghton  Inn,  where,  at  the  end  of  the 
table,  Messrs  Vanhegan  and  “ Charley”  Watling — coats 
off  and  sleeves  tucked  up — stood  ready  to  “weigh 
away”  should  there  be  any  fish  to  weigh.  Nor  were 
they  disappointed.  Sixty-four  names  were  recorded, 
and  Messrs.  H.  Smith  and  G.  Paterson  were  kept  busy 
at  the  books. 

There  were  many  willing  assistants  (for  “ General  ” 
Eldridge  is  deservedly  popular),  and  the  long  centre 
table  was  very  soon  covered  with  splendid  fish,  the 
dishes  in  many  instances  being  too  small,  but  they  were 
made  to  accommodate  the  3181b.  12-jOZ.  which  had  been 
registered  for  the  forty  prizes.  It  certainly  was  a grand 
show,  and  the  Brothers  Paterson  “ turned  their  camera 
on  ” to  it  with  a result  that  will  no  doubt  be  seen  at 
headquarters. 


2.  J.  K.  Charters,  Izaak  Walton... 

3.  J.  Osbourne,  Great  Northern ... 

4.  B.  Smith,  Bermondsey  Bros. 

5.  J.  Leighton,  St.  Albans  


winners 

and  prizes 

lb. 

oz. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

18 

2 

...  2 

0 

0 

16 

6i 

...  1 

10 

0 

14 

12 

...  1 

0 

0 

12 

1 

...  0 

11 

0 

11 

10 

...  0 

11 

0 

10 

L4 

...  0 

10 

6 

10 

6| 

...  0 

10 

6 

10 

6 

...  0 

10 

0 

9 

14J 

...  0 

10 

0 

8 

15 

...  0 

10 

0 

7.  C.  Watling,  Great  Northern 

8.  J.  A.  Fitch,  Great  Northern 

9.  C.  Fletcher,  unattached  9 14J 

10.  J.  Whitmore,  Good  Intent 

The  following  took  7s.  each  : jfc.  oz, 

11.  T.  Simkins,  Anchor  and  Hope  8 10j 

12.  G.  A.  Payne,  Bermondsey  Bros 8 3 

13.  J.  Goubot,  Sociable  Bros 8 

14.  T.  Collier,  Eagle  7 15J 

15.  J.  Fitch,  Great  Northern  7 101 

16.  D.  Flint,  Good  Intent 7 2j 

17.  F.  Harding,  Amicable  Bros. 6 14 

18.  C.  Walters,  Crown  and  Buckland  ...  6 12J 

19.  H.  Whitebread,  Funny  Folks  6 6 

20.  S.  Genese,  unattached  6 01 

21.  G.  W.  Sherman,  Bodney 5 4J 

22.  W.  Bray,  Bloomsbury 5 3fc 

23.  G.  Watling,  Great  Northern  5 1 

24.  W.  Hanser,  Brunswick  4 15J 

The  following  took  5s.  each  : 

25.  Willard,  Funny  Folks  4 10 

26.  W.  Walker,  Second  Surrey  4 6 

27.  F.  Conybeare,  Amicable  Waltonians  4 41 

28.  W.  Long,  Crown  and  Buckland  4 2 

and  specimen  roach  (York  ham)  ...  2 5J 

29.  E.  Wright,  Seymour  Bros.,  speoimen 

bream  (silk  umbrella) 3 11| 

30.  J.  Humphries,  unattached 3 10J 

31.  W.  Biggs,  Funny  Folks  3 8$ 

32.  J.  Killar,  Phoenix 3 8J 

33.  J.  Sinclair,  unattached  3 7j 

34.  W.  Cooper,  Hoxton  Bros.  3 (>i 

35.  A.  Long,  Crown  and  Buokland 3 51 

36.  — Wigloy,  Bodney  3 5 

37.  C.  Burnett,  Eagle 3 4 

38.  W.  Gordon,  Wellington 3 2J 

Tho  next  competition  will  take  plaoo  at  tho  end  of 

August  or  boginning  of  Soptomber,  duo  notioo  of  wliioh 
(with  full  details)  will  ho  givon  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette. 
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ea  my  announcement, page iii.,  “ WHITAKER  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK”;  page  ii.,  “ A.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,"  “PUNCH,”  <fcc. 


Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  ~oF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


Publications  issned  by  the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE, 

The  Literary  World  says  : “ Like  Mr.  Walter  Eesant,  Mr.  George  Meredith  has  a great  admira- 
tion for  ‘Anthony  Hope's  ’ work.  He  thinks  the  stories  signed  ‘A.  H.,’  which  have  been  appeariog 
in  the.  Westminster  Gazette , and  are  to  be  issued  from  that  office  in  hook  form  this  week,  have  the 
best  dialogue  lie  has  seen  in  contemporary  writers.” 


Now  ready.  Price  Is.,  by  post  Is.  2d. 

the  dolly  dialogues. 

By  Mr.  ANTHONY  HOPE, 

The  Author  of  “ The  Prisoner  of  Zenda,"  “ Mr.  Wells’  Widow,"  “ Half  a Hero,"  &c..  &c.  Reprinted 
from  tho  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE,  with  Illustrations  by  Arthur  Rackham. 

Now  ready.  48  pp.  Price  6d.,  by  post  G£d. 

“A  breezy  sixpenny  worth  of  holiday  reading.  It  begins  by  telling  you  where  to  go,  continues 
by  telling  you  what  to  do  when  you  get  there,  and  ends  with  a little  fiction  wherewith  to  beguile 
wet  or  lazy  hours.”— Christian  World. 

THE  HOLIDAYS, 

Being  the  Summer  Number  and  Tourists'  Extra  of  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

Folly  Illustrated. 

Under  several  headings,  such  as  Holiday  Haunts.  Holiday  Reading.  Holiday  Hints,  Holiday 
Dress,  Holiday  Skits,  Holiday  Photography,  this  publication  shows  how  a Holiday  may  be 
made  the  best  of,  at  the  least  possible  trouble,  and  at  the  least  possible  cost. 

No.  5.  New  and  Enlarged  Series.  Now  ready.  Price  Id.,  by  post  l£d. 

THE  NEW  PENNY  ILLUSTRATED  MONTHLY. 

“ An  excellent  pennyworth.  Mr.  Gould’s  Cartoons  are  really  magnifloent.’’—  Weekly  Dispatch. 


PIC 


E-POLITICS 


A Penny  Popular  Monthly  of  Political  Powder  and  Shot. 

For  Political  Associations,  Parliamentary  Candidates,  Electors,  and  all  persons  interested  in  the 
Welfare  and  Warfare  of  Politics  of  To-Day. 

With  Cartoons  by  F.  C.  GOULD,  and  numerous  Illustrations  by  other  Artists. 

The  New  N umber  deals  with  tne  Hero  of  the  Budget  and  his  Battles ; The  New  Baby  • Czar 
Salisbury:  Grandl'atDer  Wales.  The  Men  of  the  Hour  and  their  Doings.  The  New  Lord’ Chief 
Justice.  The  Independent  Labour  Party.  Provides  Wise  Saws,  Poetry  tor  the  Day,  and  a Political 
Diary  of  the  Month ; besides  these  gives  a Budget  of  Powder  and  Shot  for  workers  in  all  walks 
of  politics. 

A Remittance  of  is.  Gd.  a year  will  secure  Post  Free  a monthly  supply  of  Political  Powder  and  Shot. 
Copies  of  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5 will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  stamps. 


THE  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER  FOR  THE  HOME  AND  FAMILY  CIRCLE. 

PRICE  6d.  WEEKLY,  BY  POST  6id. 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 


(GEORGE  NEWNES,  PROPRIETOR.) 

ThlR  week’s  number,  4R  pp.,  illustrates  tho  news  of  the  week,  and  deals  with  the  Roval 
Christening  and  the  Baby’s  Natal  Star.  Gives  Hints  for  Holiday  Makers.  Discusses  the  Fashions 
m Rotten  itow  and  in  the  London  Shops  ; and.  besides  many  other  papers,  contains  a Series  ol'  Facts 
about  Divorce  in  many  Lands,  and  tells  how  Togs  are  made  for  Tommy  Atkins  and  who  makes  them. 


V All  the  above  Publications  issued  from  the  Westminster  Gazette  and  Budget  Offices  mav  be 
obtained  from  any  Bookseller,  Newsagent,  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from  the  Publisher. 

Publishing  Offices:  TUDOR  STREET,  WHITEFRIARS,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILLIAM  GARDEN, 

Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

^-BER.3DBE]\r. 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  THE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 
BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OR  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water , J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
r ennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter”  says  : “ I killed  with  King's 
Gait  nsh,  which  weighed  22£lb  , many  over  lib.  each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d  , 6d.y  and  Is. ; postage  extra. 

Avo'daU  imitations  o/KING  S ‘‘  NATURAL  ’ (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other,  when  told  it  is  the  same , or  similar , but  insist  on  having  this  on'y , which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
anci  brightness,  ot  Minnows,  Dace,  Roach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commercial-rd.,  E.). 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


HOL^OYD  BROS., 

MAKERS  OF 

Reliable  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle, 

59,  GRACECHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING 

On.  tlie  Tweed  to  LET  till  September  IS. 

RENT  MODERATE. 

The  Trout  Pishing  on  this  water  is  first-rate.  Hotel  accommodation. 

Apply  J.  WATSON  LYALL  & CO.,  118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.  (518.) 

ONE  OF1  THE  BEST  LITTLE 

GROUSE  MOORS  IN  PERTHSHIRE 

TO  BE  EE  X. 

GOOD  FOR  250  OR  300  BRACE. 

HOTEL  ACCOMMODATION.  VERY  ACCESSIBLE.  AN  EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITY. 

Apply  J.  WATSON  LYALL  L CO.,  118,  Pall  Mall,  S.W.  (34i) 

YACHTING  & FISHING  on  NORFOLK  BROADS 

Yachts,  3 to  40  Tons,  for  Hire. 

Send  for  List,  post  free. 

FISHING  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Lists  post  free. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 


THE  BOOK  ‘ FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS  l 


Now  ready,  at  all  Bookstalls  and]  Newsagents’,  or  direct  from  the  Publisher,  post  free. 

Cx  own.  Octavj,  260  pages.  Price  Half-  a-Crown . 

SPORTING  FACTS  & FANCIES. 

BY 

J.  P.  WHEELDON. 

“ 0ne  of  the  most  enchanting  writers  on  sport,  and  certainly  a sportsmanlike,  enthusiastic,  and 
skilful  angler,  shot,  and  ‘all-round’  man  is  J.  P.  Wheeldon.” 


London:  EDGAR  S.  SITRTJBSOLE,  143,  STRAND,  W.C. 


GO 
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provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  tho  Birmingham  Bcllliarn  Society's  annual  contest 
sixty-one  members  took  part,  resulting  uh  follows : 
Mossrs.  W.  Gibbs,  first ; G.  Woaman,  sooond  ; K.  James, 
third;  H.  Garner,  fourth;  A.  Price,  fifth;  II.  Barge, 
sixth;  J.  Attwood,  seventh;  H.  Wilmot,  oiglith;  T. 
Wilmot,  ninth  ; and  Adams,  tenth.  Mr.  VV.  Gibbs  has 
won  tho  contest  twice  in  succession,  and  is  now  tho 
owner  of  tho  club’s  challenge  cup,  and  also  takes  a 
splendid  clock  as  first  prize,  and  a special  prize  for  the 
largest  fish  taken  in  tho  contest.  Tho  prizos  will  bo 
distributed  on  July  25.  The  Camden  Society  held  their 
annual  contost  at  Bearley  on  July  14.  Sixty-six  members 
competed,  and  nearly  all  succeeded  in  taking  fish.  The 
rosult  was  : Messrs.  A.  Pain,  first;  A.  Marlow,  second; 
J.  Dance,  third;  A.  Taylor,  fourth;  C.  Wainwright, 
fifth  ; G.  Hemming,  sixth  ; H.  Proud,  seventh  ; Griffin, 
eighth.  Tho  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  July  27. 
Some  very  good  catches  are  being  made  by  our  members 
both  on  the  public  and  private  waters  in  our  district. 
Pool  fishing  has  been  good,  and  tho  perch  have  been 
the  chief  fish  taken.  A pool  has  been  opened  to  the 
public  near  to  the  Bine  Gatos  at  Smethwick  ; it  contains 
a largo  quantity  of  perch,  but  they  run  rather  small. 
Some  good  bream  were  taken  at  Wilmcote.  Mr.  E. 
Griffiths,  of  the  Mint  Tavern,  intends  giving  a prize  of 
<£1  for  the  heaviest  roach,  and  103.  for  the  next  heaviest ; 
and  also  7s.  Gd.  for  the  heaviest  perch  caught  either  in 
private  or  public  water  by  the  members  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association.  The  competition  is  now  open,  and 
will  close  on  Dec.  22,  when  the  prizes  will  be  paid  over. 
Mr.  W.  Hickman,  of  the  Abbey  Tavern,  also  offers  10s. 
for  the  heaviest  roach  and  10s.  for  the  heaviest  perch 
taken  from  now  to  the  end  of  September,  all  fish  to  be 
weighed-in  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  evenings, 
before  10.30  p.m.  [Mr.  T.  Williams,  of  the  Worcester 
Working  Men’s  Club,  was  the  winner  in  the  Pershore 
Competition  on  July  9.1 

FROM  THE  BORDERS. 

Just  at  the  present  time  the  effects  of  the  injurious 
chemicals  being  discharged  into  the  Whitadder  by  some 
of  the  mills  is  strikingly  noticeable.  The  slimy  coating 
on  the  stones  and  gravel,  the  “ soap-suddy  ” appearance 
of  the  water,  and  the  languid,  spiritless  movements  of 
the  sick  fish  can  have  but  one  meaning.  Formerly  the 


“ chloride  of  liinoy,”  “ soda  ushoy,”  and  “ vitrioly  ” 
potion  was  only  dosed  out  to  the  fish  when  the  stream 
was  in  flood,  and  then  the  mixture  became  so  diluted  as 
to  bo  moro  harmless.  Now,  however,  those  deadly  drugs 
and  noxious  concoctions  aro  allowed  to  flow  apparently 
without  a thought  or  care  as  to  tho  devastation  they  aro 
causing. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

From  ovory  locality  in  tho  Fen  District  angling 
reports  continue  encouraging.  Tho  rains  of  this  week 
have  further  improved  the  condition  of  the  waters,  and 
the  weathor  generally  has  been  favourable  from  a fisher- 
man's standpoint,  excepting  perhaps  that  on  some  days 
tho  wind  has  been  a little  too  high.  Both  last  week 
and  this  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  on  tho  Forty- 
foot,  and  somo  of  the  roach  taken  have  weighed  fully 
lib.  Visitors  to  tho  Boston  district  have  found  the 
rivers  in  good  order.  Tho  Witham  has  yielded  some 
splendid  sport,  especially  amongst  bream.  One  angler 
this  week  got  a hag  of  over  201b.  The  Welland,  in  the 
Stamford  and  Market  Deeping  districts,  is  now  offering 
much  better  sport  than  it  did  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season.  On  the  Glen,  Vernatt’s  Drain,  and  other  waters 
loasod  by  the  Spalding  Angling  Association,  subscribers 
have  also  lately  been  doiDg  remarkably  well,  tench,  with 
which  some  of  the  drains  were  well  stocked,  having 
formed  a leading  item. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  in  grand  condition,  and  several 
very  good  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week  ; 
the  roach  are  hardly  on  the  feed  yet,  but  a few  good 
fish,  and  in  condition,  have  been  taken.  The  West  Hall 
Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season 
at  Hull  Bridge,  on  the  River  Hull ; Mr.  F.  Burt  took 
the  first  prize  with  21b.  12oz.  On  Monday  last,  the 
committee  appointed  to  carry  out  the  Hull  Times  £50 
Open  Angling  Match,  held  a meeting  at  the  Hull  Times 
Office  to  arrange  the  preliminaries,  &c.  The  match  will 
take  place  at  Brigg,on  the  River  Aneholme,  on  the  30th, 
and  arrangements  aro  being  made  with  the  Manchester, 
Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Company,  to  run  a 
special  train  from  New  Holland,  the  boat  leaving  the 
Victoria  Pier,  Hull,  at  8.40  a.m. , returning  from  Brigg  in 
time  to  catch  the  boat  leaving  New  Holland  at  8.35  p.m., 
and  due  in  Hull  a little  before  nine.  Another  new 
Angling  Society  has  been  formed  in  Hull,  called  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society  ; the  clubhouse  is  in 
Raikes-street.  The  officers  elected  are  : President,  Mr. 
J.  Dowling  ; treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Smith  ; and  secretary,  Mr. 


J.  Bolton.  They  have  arranged  to  hold  their  opening 
match  on  Monday,  July  23,  at  Brigg,  on  the  River 
Aneholme,  and  on  the  23rd  the  Victoria  Arms  Angling 
Society  will  meet  to  arrange  preliminaries,  <tc..  for  their 
forthcoming  match.  On  Ang.  4 tho  Hull  Founders’ 
Angling  Society  will  hold  their  third  match  of  tho 
season  on  the  lake  at  Warter  Priory.  On  Monday, 
Aug.  G,  the  River  Hull  Angling  Society  will  journey  to 
Frodingham  Bridge  to  fish  their  third  match  of  the 
Hcason  on  the  River  Hull,  and  on  the  same  day  tho 
Imperial  Angling  Society  will  hold  their  third  match 
this  season  at  Brigg,  on  the  River  Aneholme ; and  on 
the  same  day  the  Hull  Town  Angling  Society  will  fish 
their  third  match  of  the  season  at  Newport,  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  the  Hull  Ramblers’ 
Angling  Association  will  hold  their  third  match  of  the 
season  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  River  Aneholme  ; and 
on  Aug.  G the  Grimsby  Constitutional  Angling  Associa- 
tion have  arranged  to  hold  their  first  match,  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  Grimsby  Daily  Mail  has  presented 
them  with  a gold  medal  for  a prize  on  the  occasion. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  the  rivers  and  becks  are 
rnnning  full  from  bank  to  bank,  and  will  be  in  good 
order  for  fly-fishing  when  they  fine  down.  The  salmon 
fishery  at  Low  Levens  is  yielding  well.  Anglers  are  in 
hopes  that  this  present  fresh  will  have  enabled  many 
fish  to  run  up  the  river.  Salmon  are  reported  in  the 
Lune  to  have  ascended  as  high  as  Sedbergh.  At  the 
Milnthorpe  Petty  Sessions  last  week  a paper  manu- 
facturer was  summoned  for  unlawfully  and  knowingly 
permitting  to  flow  into  the  River  Bela,  containing 
salmon,  certain  liquid  matter  called  “paper-maker's 
waste  ’’  to  such  an  extent  as  to  poison  or  kill  fish.  The 
magistrates  imposed  a fine  of  20s.  and  costs. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  fishing  hereabouts  is  very  disappointing,  and 
nearly  every  water  may  be  said  to  be  in  a bad  way,  even 
such  favourite  resorts  as  Poynton  Pool  cannot  escape 
the  general  verdict  of  failure.  It  is  gratifying  to  hear 
of  a few  decent  fish  being  taken  from  the  Worsley 
Canal.  Mr.  H.  Toone  took  a roach  of  19oz. , and  Mr.  J. 
Lamb  one,  17Joz.  Mr.  James  Mort,  Tyldesley,  has 
secured  the  prize  offered  by  Mr.  R.  Cooke  in  a match 
amongst  his  neighbours  and  friends.  The  following  is 
the  official  list  of  winners  in  the  Earl  of  Sefton  contest 
on  the  14th : Messrs.  Joseph  Collier,  Thos.  Crook, 
Isaac  Hayes,  Wra.  Parr,  Wm.  Bretherton,  T.  Thorn- 
ton, Jos.  Barton,  and  Thos.  Breaks.  The  Royal 


The  MOSCROP  S.r 


REDUCED  PRICES 
FOR  1894. 


SENT  ON  APPROYAL  J-  B.  MOSCROP, 
ON  RECEIPT  OF  P.0.  25,  MARKET  PLACE, 


REPAIRS  attended  to  FORTHWITH  if  sent  to  the  maker. 


Advantages  of  the  Reel. 

No  Screws,  taken  to  pieces  by  the  fingers  alone 
in  ten  seconds. 

Only  one  plate  on  handle  side,  no  liability  to 
a host  of  mishaps. 

Holds  line  to  (nearly)  full  diameter. 

Is  ventilated.  Has  adjustable  drag. 

Strength.  Simplicity— in  case  of  accident  can 
get  at  the  damage. 

KEFEREMCES. 

F.  M.  BLAND Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 

C.  F.  BRENAN Spring  Gardens,  Manchester. 

J.  BDSHBY Frankby,  near  Birkenhead. 

R.  O.  SMITH Oxf  and  Cambs.  Club,  Pall  Mall. 

T.  S.  TURNBULL Fountain-st.,  Manchester. 

GIBSON  DYSON. ..Rutherford,  Roxburghshire. 
L.  W SCOTFORD  Cheltenham. 


Disadvantages  of  Ordinary  Reel. 


Screws  getting  loose,  tedious  work  of  taking 
to  pieces. 

Plates  becoming  bent,  sand  getting  in,  rivet 
of  handle  pm  rubbing  against  inner  plate, 
causing  unequal  drag. 

Holds  line  only  to  cross  bars. 

The  complicated  parts  make  it  liable  to  get 
out  of  order. 


PRICES  Ton  1894. 

Without  Drag.  With  Drag.  Weight. 


2$  Inches  .... 

. 12/6  .. 

5 ounces. 

3 

..  12/-  .. 

. 14/6  . 

..  7 „ 

31  

...  — .. 

. 17/6 

..  10  „ 

4 

. 21/-  . 

..  15  „ 

41  

..  25/-  . 

..  22  .. 

MANCHESTER. 


TRODT  FISHING  in  NORWAY. 

APPLY— 

AASERALS  TOURIST  HOTEL  & SANATORIUM, 

MANDAL  (NORWAY). 

ThT  BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS’  SPECIALITIES. 

FREEMAN’S  ANGLERS’  BAIT  (“KINGFISHER”  BRAND). 

ForKoach  and  all  flsh  which  take  a paste  bait.  In  coloured  and  flavoured  perfectly.  Holds  wel 
together.  Tins  Gd.  and  1b.  By  pont  9 or  ]/>  stamps.  Alno  in  Id.  and  2d.  packets. 

Sold  by  moBt  dealers  in  tackle. 

Ank  for  Freeman’s  “ Kingfisher  ” Brand  Bait,  and  do  not  bo  put  off  with  something  olwe  on 
any  pretext  whatever.  Heo  our  name  and  addrosa  is  on  overy  tin  ol*  packet. 

FREEMAN'S  COMPOUND  RHODIAN  OIL. 

A powerful  flavouring  agent  for  bread  and  other  panfon.  MoHt  effective  to  mix  up  with  Ground  Bait 
Bottles  Gd.  and  Is.  By  pont  9 or  V)  stamps.  AIho  in  3d.  bottles.  Of  moot  hshing-taeklo  dealors. 

ONLY  MANUFACTURED  AT 

FREEMAN’S  PHARMACY,  CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Wholosalo  forms  on  applying. 


DAVID  SLATER  & Co,,  Newark-on-Trent, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  & Export  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 


Largest  Manufacturers  of  Nottingham  Rods  and  Reels  in  the  World. 

Only  makers  of  Slater’s  celebrated  Pa'ent  Combination  Reel,  in  Wood.  Ebonite,  or  Metal. 

The;-  Fly-tisher’s  Winch”  (Registered),  tho  most  perfect  Trout  Winch  made,  10s.  (id  and  Id?,  (id. 

Slater's  “New  Style’’  Gun  Metal  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels  are  the  lightest  made  and  or  the  best 
quality. 

Tho  ‘‘Newark  Perfection  Roi,"  East  India  Cane,  built  handle,  Haiversal  winch  fittings,  two 
tops,  from  9ft.  to  12Fc.,  from  21s.,  stands  unrivalled  for  all  fi  nds  of  bottom  flshingor  trout  spinning. 

Slater’s  A 1 Champion  Greenheart  Trout  aud  Salmon  Fly  Rods,  with  or  without  Cork  Handles, 
from  21s.  to  •r)2s. 

Speciality. — Slater’s  13s.  Greenheart  Trout  Fly  Rod,  equal  to  any  guinea  Rod  in  the  Market, 

Any  kind  of  Rods  or  Reels  made  to  order  on  the  shortest  notice  to  Customers’  own  Patterns. 
Price  Lists  free  on  application. 


THE  ROSSES  FISHERY, DUNGLOE, CO.  DONEGAL 

WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

14HIS  FISHING  comprises  over  one  hundrod  Lakes.  In  all  theso  there  are  an  abundance  of 
. Brown  Trout.  Seven  or  eight  of  tho  largest  Lakos  aro  full  of  White  Trout.  At  the  proper 
season,  from  20th  July  to  end  of  September,  White  Trout  are  caught  up  to  fill)  and  over.  Twenty- 
six  miles  from  Letterlconny  and  Stranorlar  Stations.  A Mail  Oar  at  very  moderate  fares  runs  to 
and  from  the  latter  station  daily.  There  Is  very  comfortable  accommodation  to  bo  had  in  tho  town 
of  Dungloe. 

T e r m hi — 30/-  pci’  m o »1 1. It ; 1 Q / - per  week  per  rod. 

TEN  BOATS  ON  THE  LAKES ; 6/-  PER  DAY,  MAN  AND  BOAT. 

Tho  Sea  Fishing  is  excellent,  and  thoro  Is  good  Seal  and  Rock  Pigeon  Shooting. 

Fou  Forth  mi  Particulars  Apply  to 

Mr.  HANLON,  C.P.S.,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 
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Anglers,  Seedly,  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season 
on  Saturday,  July  14,  in  the  Worsley  Canal,  the 
prizes  being  given  in  rotation  for  tho  one  hoaviest  fish, 
and  were  awarded  as  follows  : J.  Lamb,  J,  Moors,  C. 
Oldfield,  S.  Taylor,  J.  Higham,  W.  Borrows,  J.  Hamp- 
son,  P.  Seddon,  S.  Appleton,  J.  Ray,  W.  White,  W. 
Shaw,  and  T.  Arden  and  Geo.  Cooper  tied.  Very  poor 
sport  foil  to  the  lot  of  the  Beswick  Anglers  when  they 
fished  their  match  in  the  Marble  Canal  ; only  three  prizes 
were  awarded. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

Since  last  week  there  has  been  a wonderful  change  in 
the  weather,  and  it  may  be  that  a wet  St.  Swithin’s  Day 
is  not  altogether  unconnected  with  it.  Certainly  we 
have  had  an  abundance  of  rain  since  Sunday,  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  it  was  blowing  a heavy  gale,  and  the 
weather  generally  presented  a very  wintry  aspect.  The 
rivers  have  been  well  patronised  during  the  week-end, 
and  even  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  there  were  to  be 
found  a few  ardent  souls  who  braved  the  rain  and  the 
wind  in  tho  vain  hope  of  having  a catch.  And  it  was 
after  all  but  a vain  hope.  There  has,  in  fact,  been  very 
little  done  with  rod  and  line  during  the  past  week,  and 
won’t  be  until  we  have  a change.  In  the  estuary  of  the 
Lune  netting  operations  have  not  been  up  to  the 
standard  of  former  years,  and  there  is  much  grumbling 
thereat  amongst  the  fishermen.  During  last  week  one 
or  two  large  salmon  were  caught  in  the  nets,  one  of 
which  ran  to  221b.  This  is  not  the  largest  caught  this 
year,  the  heaviest  reaching  29  b.  At  Morecambe  sea 
fishing  has  been  attended  with  wonderful  success. 
Mackerel  have  been  seen  just  outside  the  bay  in  shoals, 
and  catches  of  a hundred  were  common.  They  were 
caught  by  the  veriest  novices,  and  a roaring  trade  was 
done  by  selling  them  on  the  promenade  at  a penny  each. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Capital  sport  is  being  obtained  on  all  our  rivers. 
Yesterday  (Tuesday)  1961b.  of  bream  fell  to  the  rod  of 
an  angler  in  Heigham  Sounds,  on  the  Thurne  river.  The 
fish  were  of  good  size,  the  total  catch  being  seventy 
fish.  The  lucky  captor  was  Mr.  Howes,  of  Great  Yar- 
mouth. On  the  Bure  some  good  roach  have  been  taken. 
Yesterday  a lady,  fishing  on  this  river,  took  two  stone 
of  fine  fish,  the  largest  weighing  21b.  loz.,  another  l|lb., 
nothing  under  Jib.  The  fish  were  shown  in  Mr.  Gunn’s 
window,  and  made  a pretty  show.  The  Yare  has  not 
fished  quite  as  well  as  it  would  have  done  had  the 
weather  been  hotter,  but  notwithstanding  the  storms, 
several  catches  of  two  or  three  stone  of  roach  have  been 
secured  in  the  Langley  and  Cantley  reaches. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  heavily  in  the  Nottingham  district  on 
Monday,  and  all  sorts  of  anglers  were  expecting,  on  the 
following  day,  to  see  a big  water  pouring  down  the 


Trent.  But  all  were  agreeably  surprised.  The  river 
was  oven  lower  than  on  Monday.  During  the  night  a 
few  inches  of  extra  water  did  come  on,  but  it  speedily 
disappeared,  leaving,  of  course,  any  quantity  of  derelict 
weed  in  its  track.  Barbel  fishing  has  not  been  so  good 
as  previously.  At  Shardlow,  Mr.  Johnson  and  friend 
have  killed  a dozen  fish  in  the  Hatchett’s  hole,  and  a 
few  have  been  got  near  Cavendish  Bridge.  The  channel 
swim  at  King’s  Mills  has  yielded  chub,  perch,  and  dace, 
and  the  lessee  (Mr.  Wood)  has  been  killing  chub  with 
the  fly.  In  the  free  waters  of  Nottingham  a local  angler 
on  Sunday  caught  a splendid  barbel.  It  weighed  81b.  2oz.  ; 
and  on  Saturday  one  of  51b.  3oz.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
A.  Langley,  of  Lenton,  in  the  Holme  Pierrepont  section. 
Here,  too,  good  sport  has  been  met  with  by  Mr.  M.  Leek, 
of  the  same  place.  Dace  have  bitten  wonderfully  well 
in  the  streams  at  the  worm.  The  maggot  fishermen  are 
doing  very  little  amongst  roach  or  bream.  Fly-fishing, 
judging  by  the  number  of  rods  out  nightly  above  the 
town,  must  be  growing  in  popularity. 

FROM  READING. 

Water  at  Reading  decidedly  clear  and  against  good 
fishing.  Mr.  Snell  continues  to  have  good  sport  among 
the  barbel,  his  largest  capture  this  week  scaling  7 if  1 b . 
Several  nice  perch  have  been  killed,  but  the  roach  are 
off  feed  and  will  not  be  tempted  by  their  numerous 
admirers.  Fishing  continues  to  be  actively  pursued  by 
a large  number.  The  fortnightly  gathering  of  the 
Reading  Waltonians’  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  there  being  a large  attendance  of  members. 
Mr.  Moss  presided.  The  business  was  of  a purely 
general  character,  and  calls  for  no  sprecial  emark. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Since  my  last  notes  there  has  been  a nice  downpour  of 
rain,  which  is  proving  of  great  advantage  to  all  anglers. 
The  Hollow  Meadows  dams  have  proved  very  produc- 
tive, though  the  fish  have  only  run  small.  Grayling, 
trout,  and  dace  are  well  on  the  feed  in  Wye  and 
Derwent,  and  some  fine  specimens  have  been  secured. 
Worms  have  proved  very  killing  among  tho  big  fish,  and 
have  been  closely  followed  by  the  use  of  the  common 
house  fly  in  dibbing.  Respecting  coarse  fishing,  large 
takes  are  still  the  order  of  the  day,  bream  continuing 
to  predominate  among  the  catches.  The  latter  fish  are 
running  very  large,  and  are  providing  capital  sport. 
Some  nice  roach  have  been  taken. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Pike  netting  operations  were  resumed  last  week  in  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury,  Mr.  J.  Williams  superintending 
on  behalf  of  the  Severn  Conservators. 

There  seems  to  be  considerable  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
fishermen  generally  as  to  what  privileges  and  powers 
are  conveyed  by  the  possession  of  the  licences  issued  by 


tho  Severn  and  other  Conservancy  Boards,  either  to  use 
a rod  and  liae  or  to  net,  and  it  may  be  well  to  make 
matters  clear.  These  licences  are  almost  on  a parallel 
with  a gun  licence,  and  convoy  to  the  holder  no  power 
to  fish  except  “ at  the  times  and  places  at  which  he  is 
otherwise  entitled  to  fish  ” — that  is  to  say,  in  public  water 
only,  or  otherwise  with  the  permission  of  the  riparian 
owner  or  owners  opposite  or  in  whose  land  he  may  be 
fishing.  Thus  in  Shropshire  the  use  of  tho  bu3h  net 
(except  for  special  purposes  and  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Conservators)  is  Almost  prohibited,  inasmuch  as  no 
netting  except  for  salmon  is  legal  within  the  limits  of 
the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury,  and  outside  these  boun- 
daries the  greater  part  of  the  water  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Shrewsbury  and  Shropshire  Severn  Angling 
Association. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  not  been  so  warm  during  the  week, 
and  we  have  had  some  very  grateful  showers,  which  have 
not  only  refreshed  the  earth,  but  have  improved  fishing 
considerably.  Game  fish  are  not  well  on  the  feed  either 
at  the  maggot,  wasp  grub,  or  fly  ; of  tho  latter  the  Red 
Tag,  Light  Blue,  and  Yellow  Dun  have  gone  best,  but 
nothing  like  a good  basket  has  come  under  my  notice. 
The  Teme  fishermen  say  the  samlets  are  a nuisance,  they 
are  in  such  numbers  and  go  at  any  bait  as  soon  as  it  is 
in  the  water.  A great  quantity  of  chub  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly — Red  Tag,  Palmer,  and  others.  I saw  one 
basket  of  ten  large  fish  taken  in  a short  time  in  the 
Lower  Teme  ; they  averaged  considerably  over  lib.  each. 
I also  saw  101b.  of  dace,  taken  principally  with  the  Black 
Gnat,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  fish  taken  with  the 
maggot.  In  the  Severn  and  Avon  some  big  takes  of 
roach  have  been  had  with  the  stewed  wheat  and  paste, 
some  members  of  the  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Club 
being  very  successful  in  the  Avon,  and  the  Upton-upon- 
Severn  Club  have  been  equally  successful  in  the  Severn, 
and  large  quantities  have  been  weighed-in  ; many  of  the 
specimens  I saw  were  over  lib.  each.  The  Upton-on- 
Severn  Society  have  their  first  contest  of  the  season  this 
week,  and  the  Worcester  Working  Men  have  theirs  ou 
Saturday  next  in  the  Avon,  and  a large  muster  is 
expected  as  the  prizes  are  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  during  the  past  few  days  there 
has  been  a fatality  amongst  the  fish  in  the  Codbeck,  at 
Thirsk,  much  similar  to  that  which  occurred  a year 
ago.  Happily,  however,  it  is  to  a less  extent.  A great 
many  trout  and  grayling  have  perished,  but  dace  and 
other  scale  fish  appear  to  have  escaped  any  poisonous 
effects.  This  is  all  the  more  regretable  when  one  comes 
to  reflect  the  Codbeck  has  never  been  known  to  contain 
so  many  grand  fish  as  is  the  case  this  season.  Since  the 
formation  of  the  Thirsk  Angling  Society  the  water  has 
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boon  strictly  preserved,  and  a largo  numbor  of  troutlota 
liavo  boon  pnrohaHod  and  turned  into  tho  stroam.  An 
inspection  of  tho  water  loavon  little  doubt  an  to  tho 
nature  of  tho  destruction,  for  immediately  below  tho 
York  Bridgo,  on  tho  south  sido,  sowago  enters  into 
the  stroam  and  contaminates  tho  water,  which  at  this 
point  is  very  much  discoloured.  At  tho  time  of  writing 
rain  was  falling  in  hoavy  showers.  Fishing  generally 
has  been  quiet  on  tho  wook. 

„/m,  Y FROM  IRELAND. 

COIth. — Heavy  rain  on  throo  or  four  days  lias  put  all 
wators  iu  tho  county  into  bettor  order,  and  sport  has 
shown  much  improvement.  On  tho  Black  water  salmon 
aro  now  more  numerous.  Tho  Lee  has  fished  well,  and 
several  fino  salmon  liavo  boon  landed.  '1'routing  has  boon 
very  good  on  all  tho  West  Cork  streams,  especially  on  the 
Brido,  Bandon,  and  Funoheon. 

DUBLIN. — In  this  district  sport  has  been  up  to  the 
mark  during  the  past  fortnight,  and  intermediary 
Bhowers  help  to  keep  tho  rivors  in  excellent  form.  Some 
splendid  work  is  being  done  by  rods  along  the  higher 
reaches  of  tho  Liffey,  whilst  tho  waters  north,  south, 
east,  and  west,  within  a radius  of  twenty  miles,  have 
their  full  complement  of  anglers.  The  tourist  season 
has  begun  here  in  real  earnest,  and  hundreds  of 
strangers  aro  daily  arriving.  Westmeath  has  taken  tho 
Irish  prize  this  year,  in  the  matter  of  trout  fishing, 
although  in  fact  these  wators  are  always  reckoned  the 
best.  Good  accounts  of  salmon  fishing  are  to  hand  from 
country  districts,  whilst  sea-fishing  is  everywhere 
yielding  sport  in  abundance. 

KERRY. — -On  Waterville  Lake  a large  number  of 
gentlemen  have  been  out  at  the  white  trout  fishing,  and 
have  been  well  rewarded.  The  baskets  during  the 
week  varied  from  six  to  two  dozen  nice  trout,  and 
several  fine  brown  trout  were  also  taken  by  each  angler 
daily.  Sport  has  not  been  quite  as  good  as  expected  at 
Killamey  among  salmon,  but  the  trout  fishing  in  this 
quarter  has  yielded  good  baskets. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Amateur. — The  bit  of  braided  line  you  send  is  not 
half  as  strong  as  a solid  plaited  line  of  the  same  size 
would  be,  but  you  ought  to  have  no  difficulty  in  killing 
a 101b.  sea  trout  on  it. 

C.  Butler.— Many  thanks  for  “A  Remarkable  Pike,” 
but  it  is  an  old  chestnut. 


Comsjffoit&otte 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“THAMES  AND  TWEED.” 

Sir, — In  the  very  favourable  review  of  my  little  book, 
which  appeared  in  this  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  you  are 
pleased  to  ask  for  more  precise  information  as  to  the 
inventor  of  the  now  universally  used  winch  handle, 
affixed  to  the  revolving  circular  disc.  The  inventor  was 
Capt.  Henry  Lees,  son  of  the  then  well-known  “Tom 
Lees,”  of  Post  Office  and  sporting  celebrity.  I was 
staying  with  him  at  the  time — nearly  fifty  years  since — 
at  Lagduff,  on  the  Owenduff,  a river  which,  with  some 
thousands  of  acres  of  land,  I afterwards  purchased. 

One  day,  he  and  I had  lost  a fish  through  the  cutting 
of  the  line — a not  infrequent  occurrence — by  the  handle  of 
the  winch,  which  then  stood  out  with  a long  elbow  from 
the  disc  to  which  it  was  affixed.  We  pondered  over  the 
matter,  and  eventually  Henry  Lees  suggested  the 
attachment  of  a handle,  in  the  form  of  a cone,  to  the 
disc  itself.  We  worked  out  the  problem  together,  I 
drew  out  a rough  plan,  and  eventually  we  sent  to  Mr. 
Kelly,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  maker  of  Dublin, 
a sketch  of  our  invention,  if  that  is  the  proper  name  of 
it.  He  at  once  adopted  tho  plan,  and  the  first  reel  ever 
made  upon  it,  came  into  my  hands.  It  was  a capital 
reel,  but,  after  more  than  fifty  years’  good  service,  it 
grew  “ wheezy,”  and  was  sold  with  a lot  of  my  old 
fishing  tackle  last  year. 

May  I be  allowed  to  add  a few  words  in  reference  to 
your  most  kind  and  flattering  notice  of  my  book  1 With 
reference  to  the  line,  “ I let  loose  my  opinion  and  hold  it 
no  longer,”  in  fact  the  words  were  written  twenty  years 
ago,  and  escaped  my  notice.  Now  I use  the  lines  recom- 
mended by  you.  Roach  are  no  doubt  better  eating  in 
November  than  in  July,  but  I adhere  to  my  simile  of 
paper  pulp,  flavoured  with  mud,  as  a fair  description  of 
the  fish  as  an  article  of  food.  I did  not  intend  to 
glorify  the  dead  gorge  as  a mode  of  fishing.  It  is  a 
poaching  method.  But  I maintain  that  “ trimmering  ” 
is  the  best  of  fun.  Try  it  in  a big  lake  where  the  fish 
run  big,  and  after  half  an  hour’s  hunt  of  the  running, 
bobbing  trimmer,  and  its  eventual  capture  with  an 
181b.  pike  at  the  end  of  it,  you  will  agree  with  mo. 

No  doubt  you  are  right  as  to  the  ancient  occupancy 
of  the  Thames  by  pike,  but  I think  that  salmon  were 
the  earlier  occupants  of  the  river,  and  that  as  the 
spawning  grounds,  especially  in  tho  upper  reaches  of 
the  river,  are  far  more  favourable  for  tho  former  than 
for  the  latter  fish,  that  they  increased  and  the  salmon 
decreased  until,  as  now,  they  have  utterly  vanished.— I 
am,  &c.,  ___  Georue  Rooter. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Sir,— Referring  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  G.  F.  D. 
Tennant,  I went  to  Waulsort,  with  a Brussels  friend,  in 
1890,  and  fished  on  tho  Mouse,  which  river  runs  by  the 
Hotel  Martinet,  at  Waulsort,  right  in  tho  valley  of  the 
Ardennes. 


Till-]  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Wo  only  had  two  or  throe  days,  and  tho  fish  wo  caught 
(baiting  with  boiled  wheat)  wero  those  oallod  “ ILitu,” 
a protty  fish  rosombling  our  chub,  but  with  a peculiar 
flat  mouth  suggostivo  of  a sucker.  They  were  usually 
of  a pound  weight  or  so,  and  gave  good  sport. 

Our  boatman  used  to  take  a good  many  barbel,  fishing 
of  a night  with  oilcake.  We  saw  a lot  of  them  in  a box 
ho  had  in  tho  river,  several  up  to  (Jib.  or  71b.,  which  ho 
sold  to  tho  hotels. 

I recommend  to  anyone  tho  cosy  auberge,  or  small 
hotel,  kept  by  M.  and  Mmo.  Martinet,  whore  they  can 
got  comfortable  rosidonco  and  excellent  board  at  an 
exceedingly  moderate  price. 

For  the  fishing  they  should  arrange  with  tho  “ maitro 
d’cnluBO  ” (olose  by  tho  hotel) — an  expert  fisherman  and 
capital  gonial  fellow,  whose  charges  arc  alAo  reasonable. 

I am  told  there  is  excellent  trout  and  other  fishing  to 
bo  had  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dinant,  but  of  this  I 
havo  had  no  experience.  For  fuller  information,  whether 
for  touring  or  fishing,  I advise  Mr.  Tennant  to  procure 
tho  interesting  sixpenny  book  called  “ Walks  in  the 
Ardennes,”  to  bo  had  on  application  to  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company. — I am,  &c., 

James  Callaghan. 

DEVERON. 

Sir, — That  the  paragraph  signed  “ Strathbogie  ” in 
your  issue  of  16th  ult.  was  misleading  is  proved  by  the 
simple  fact  that  it  misled  me,  of  whose  doings  it  was 
supposed  to  treat ; so  much  so,  that  I wrote  in  all  good 
faith  to  Mr.  Porter  to  inouire  who  was  the  fortunate 
man  who  had  succeeded  me. 

If  “Strathbogie”  chooses  to  quote  from  a private 
letter  not  addressed  to  him,  he  should  at  least  quote 
correctly.  I did  not  write  “ part  of  seventeen 
days,”  but  “seventeen  days  or  parts  of  days” — 
a very  different  thing ; and  in  no  case  can  you  get 
seventeen  working  days  inside  a fortnight,  even  in 
Strathbogie.  My  note  to  Mr.  Porter  was  a private 
communication  to  that  gentlemen  in  answer  to  his 
request  that  I should  let  him  know  the  number  and 
weight  of  trout  killed  during  my  tenancy  of  his  water, 
and  it  contained  “no  indication  of  a friend”  for  the 
good  reason  that  Mr.  Porter  knew  perfectly  well  that 
friends  were  occasionally  with  me,  one  being  an  old 
acquaintance  of  his  own. 

I must  say,  however,  that  I am  not  surprised  that 
“ Strathbogie  ” or  any  other  reader  should  fail  to 
understand  the  concluding  paragraph  of  my  letter 
published  on  June  30.  Owing  to  the  omission  of  a 
sentence,  due,  as  I am  informed,  to  a printer’s  error,  the 
sense  of  the  paragraph  was  entirely  lost.  Alluding  to 
recent  reports  from  correspondents,  I wrote  that  we 
now  knew  “ to  go  to  Strathpeffer,”  where  baskets  of 
trout  “running  about  lib.”  and  “from  lib.  to  2jlb.” 
were  being  taken,  and  that  in  consequence  the  Deveron 
would  doubtless  be  deserted — a statement  that  was 
meant  to  be  taken  as  humorous,  and  in  my  innocence 
I fully  expected  that  it  would  be  so  taken.  I should, 
perhaps,  have  made  allowance  for  the  traditional 
weakness  of  my  fellow-countrymen,  and  have  added : 
“ N.B. — This  is  a joke  ! ” — I am,  &c., 

Chas.  H.  Alston. 


LOBSTERS  AT  DEAL. 

Sir, — On  Saturday,  the  7th  inst.,  I took  my  grandson, 
Roy  Sachs,  aged  6 years,  on  to  the  pier  here  to  give  him 
an  angling  lesson.  As  he  never  had  a fishing  rod  in  his 
hand  before  I gave  him  a short  punt  rod,  with  brass 
winch  and  thin  line,  such  as  I use  for  pollack  fishing, 
the  bottom  part  being  the  usual  paternoster  as  used 
here,  baited  with  lug  worms.  After  a time,  while  I 
was  sitting  and  reading  a newspaper,  he  called  out : 
“Grandpa,  I have  got  a bite!”  Thinking  it  was 
nothing  better  than  a crab,  I told  him  to  wind  up  ; he 
did  so,  but  could  not  continue,  as  he  said  it  was  so 
heavy  ; whereupon  a brother  angler  caught  hold  of 
Roy’s  iine,  and,  hand  over  hand,  landed  a fine  lobster. 

I have  seen  several  lobsters  accidently  caught  from 
the  pier.  Two  years  since  I landed  one  of  3|lb.,  which 
was  duly  boiled  and  sent  to  London.  An  old  salt  told 
me  that  formerly  the  fishermen  used  to  put  traps  down 
for  them,  but  since  the  pier  has  been  run  out  they  have 
discontinued  doing  so,  which  he  thinks  is  a mistake,  for 
there  are  plenty  of  lobsters  about. 

At  North  Deal  a gentleman  amuses  himself  with 
trapping  them.  Ned  Hanger,  deputy  coxwain,  pro- 
prietor of  the  North  Star  Inn,  and  a capital  fisherman 
to  go  out  with,  has  frequently  taken  lobsters  in  his 
neighbourhood  by  trapping  them. — I am,  Ac., 

T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 

THE  THAMES  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

Sir, — By  the  time  this  is  in  print  the  above  Bill  will 
probably  have  passed  so  far  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  to 
be  beyond  the  stage  at  which  amendments  can  be  made. 
It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  interests  of 
anglers  have  not  been  more  cared  for  in  the  Bill,  but  as 
the  number  of  conservators  to  be  elected  by  the 
Corporation  and  the  London  County  Council  has  been 
increased,  it  is  hoped  that  those  bodies  will  include  in 
their  election  some  representatives  of  tho  angling 
fraternity.  There  has  long  been  an  opinion  among 
anglers,  which  is  now  rapidly  gaining  ground,  that  the 
whole  body  of  London  anglers  ought  to  bo  united  under 
one  head,  and  if  this  was  the  oase  now  they  would  be  in 
a far  better  position  to  muke  their  influonce  felt  by  the 
public  bodies  than  thoy  are.  The  movement  made  by 
the  two  angling  associations,  and  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  with  regard  to  the  Bill,  although  apparently  not 
effective,  has  boen  tho  moans  of  ventilating  their 
grievances,  and,  it  is  hoped,  of  obtaining  some  redress  at 
a future  time. — I am,  &o  , James  Tayler. 
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FISHING  IN  VIRGINIA  WATER. 

Sir, — Could  you  inform  me  where  to  get  permission 
and  who  from  for  fishing  in  Virginia  Water? — I am, 
Ac..  T.  Hitkin. 

[Write  to  Capt.  Walter  Campbell,  Windsor  Park. 
Full  particulars  aro  contained  in  permit.  Tho  keeper 
accompanies  all  anglers.] 

AMALGAMATION  OF  THE  TWO  LONDON 
ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Sir,— Thero  is  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Garrard,  of  the 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  in  his  letter  on  the  above 
subject  has  reopened  a matter  of  tho  most  urgent  im- 
portance to  London  anglers.  Whatever  small  benefit,  if 
any,  may  havo  arisen  in  the  past  from  the  competition 
of  the  two  associations  is  now  far  outweighed  by  the 
dangers  of  disunion  at  a time  when  the  near  future  of 
many  of  our  angling  waters  is  at  stake. 

As  friend  Garrard  confesses  to  having  only  roughly  set 
down  his  ideas  with  a view  to  promote  amalgamation,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  no  anglers  with  blind  zeal  for 
economy  will  on  that  account  too  hastily  condemn  his 
proposal  of  a future  yearly  subscription  of  four  shillings. 
Certain  it  is  that  if  sufficient  funds  and  combined  energy 
cannot  speedily  be  brought  to  bear  against  the  various 
agencies  that  deplete,  pollute,  or  grab  what  should 
remain  for  all  time  good  public  angling  waters,  the 
yearly  coat  of  obtaining  passably  good  sport  with  the 
rod  will  soon  bo  increased  by  many  pounds,  instead  of 
the  few  shillings  now  proposed  by  a thoroughly  good 
representative  working  man  angler.  It  should  be 
remembered,  too,  that  the  total  annual  funds  he  fore- 
shadows would  obviate  the  necessity  for  special  appeals 
for  restocking,  preservation,  or  benevolent  purposes. 

As  one  society  has  already  expressed  its  approval  of 
amalgamation  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  it 
would  be  well  if  other  societies  would  speedily  follow 
the  good  example,  and  by  that  means  impress  the 
officials  of  both  associations  with  the  strength  and 
earnestness  of  the  feeling  againBt  the  present  unfor- 
tunate division  of  interests. 

Trusting  that  London  anglers  will  rise  to  the  occasion, 
and  soon,  from  the  best  materials  of  the  two  present 
associations,  form  one  powerful,  workable,  representa- 
tive body. — I am,  &c.,  Clayr  Kenwal. 

FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  as  to  what 
fish  I am  likely  to  meet  with  at  Ilfracombe  ? I should 
be  greatly  obliged  if  Mr.  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  would 
kindly  reply. — I am,  &c.,  H.  Payne. 


ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Sir,— Having  heard  that  trout  fishing  may  be  had  in 
the  Isle  of  Man,  I shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
correspondents,  who  may  have  been  there,  will  tell  me 
if  the  rivers  can  be  fished  from  the  banks,  or  is  wading 
practicable,  the  average  size  of  trout,  and  what  are  best 
flies,  &c.,  for  August.  Also  of  the  sea  coast  fishing  ; if 
suitable  tackle  can  be  procured  there  for  river  and  sea 
sport ; and  any  further  particulars  likely  to  be  useful  to 
tourist  fisherman. — I am,  &c.,  C.  W.  E.  Tothill. 

THE  PYRAMIDAL  GENTLE  BOX. 

Sir, — Re  the  Pyramidal  Gentle  Box,  with  tray  at  top, 
named,  page  90,  Mr.  Pennell’s  “Fly  and  Worm  Fishing,” 
that  gentleman  says  : “ This  box  was,  I believe,  the 
ingenious  invention  of  Messrs.  Dawson,  Bell  Yard, 
Temple  Bar.”  Just  as  a matter  of  curiosity  may  I 
mention  there  is  an  illustration  of  one  apparently  like 
it,  plate  9,  figure  12,  page  302,  3rd  edition  of  Sir  Jno. 
Hawkins’  “ Walton,”  1775. — I am,  &c., 

R.  Crabtree. 


PIKE  PERCH  AND  MIRROR  CARP. 

Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  give  me  any 
information  as  to  whether  the  pike  perch  (Perea 
luecoperca)  and  the  spiegel  carp  ( Cyprinus  specularis) 
thrive  in  this  country  ? They  were  introduced,  I believe, 
in  this  country  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord 
Arthur  Russell,  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  and  turned  into 
English  waters.  I find  about  that  time,  the  golden  orfe 
( Cyprinus  orfus),  and  in  1862  the  golden  tench  (Tinea 
auratus),  by  “ Bloch,”  were  introduced,  and  now  have 
become  thoroughly  established  to  our  private  ponds  and 
aquariums,  and  appear  to  be  quite  as  hardy  as  the  gold- 
fish (Carassius  auratus).  Not  seeing  or  hearing  any- 
thing mentioned  of  the  pike  perch  and  mirror  carp,  I 
should  like  to  know  if  they  have  become  acclimatised  to 
this  oountry. — I am,  &c.,  E.  H.  F. 


SEA  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sir,— Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  allow  me  a few 
lines  to  ask  if  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  oould  inform 
me  if  there  is  any  sea  trout  fishing  with  fly  to  be  had  in 
the  rivers  of  Cork  and  Kerry  in  the  latter  half  of 
August?  If  so,  what  plaoe  would  be  the  best  for  head- 
quarters ? 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I am,  &o.,  F.  G.  D. 


A GOOD  TAKE  (?). 

Sir, — I called  with  a friend  at  tho  Half  Moon  on 
Friday  last,  and  was  shown  a report  of  a largo  take  of 
bream.  The  host  said  they  were  oaught  from  off  his 
boat  landing  stage  by  Mr.  Scard  and  a friend  ; bo  told 
mo  he  had  seen  the  fish,  and  there  was  not  one  of  thorn 
lib.  in  weight,  and  that  101b.  would  cover  tho  total 
weight.  Having  seen  the  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
I thought  it  my  duty  to  show  you  how  far  a person  will 
go  in  reporting  fish  storios,  and  leading  us  to  beliovo 
that  tho  fish  aro  feeding  ; and  so  far  from  heavy  bags 
being  had,  only  a fow  small  “ brourn  and  ools  havo  boon 
taken." — 1 am,  &o.,  Observer. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  28th,  1894. 


TO  SECRETARIES  OF  ANGLING 
CLUBS. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  much 
obliged  to  club  secretaries  who  will  be  good 
enough  to  forward  to  him  particulars  of  the 
length,  from  end  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  of  any 
fish  in  their  collections,  with  the  weight  of  each. 


STRAY  CASTS. 

(Continued  from  page  581.) 

The  cows  about  here,  and  of  which  I spoke 
in  my  last  paper,  are  peculiar  anyhow.  A 
farmer  in  a small  way  that  lives  near  had  a cow 
a few  years  ago  which  was  of  great  service  to 
him  in  a very  strange  fashion.  The  low-lying 
callow  land  about  is  frequented  by  great  numbers 
of  wild  geese  in  the  winter,  and  our  farmer,  who 
dearly  loved  a shot,  found  it  of  course  very  diffi- 
cult to  steal  upon  those  wary  birds.  At  last  a 
happy  thought  struck  him,  and  he  resolved  to 
press  the  cow  into  the  service,  as  he  had  often 
noticed,  as  anyone  can  notice  who  watches  the 
like,  that  the  geese  allowed  the  cow  to  approach 
quite  close  to  them,  and  indeed  to  walk  among 
them,  without  exhibiting  any  alarm.  What  pre- 
paratory training  the  cow  went  through  I 
can’t  say ; but  in  due  time  Jack  had  her  so 
well  disciplined  that,  resting  his  hand  on  her 


shoulder,  and  stooping  cautiously  on  the  safe 
side  of  her  so  as  to  keep  out  of  sight,  he 
steadily  kept  step  with  her  as  she  slowly  circled 
round  the  unsuspecting  geese  and  gradually  drew 
nearer  and  nearer.  The  manoeuvre  invariably 
ended  with  his  blazing  into  them  with  both 
barrels  from  a distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  yards, 
and  making  a handsome  bag;  and  bitterly  Jack 
complained,  years  after,  when  he  was  forced  to 
part  with  his  cow  owing  to  advancing  age,  and 
will  to  this  day  assure  you,  with  a sigh,  that  the 
geese  in  the  end  were  worth  more  to  him  than  her 
milk. 

Anglers  and  others  have  often  remarked  how 
the  fiercer  predatory  fish  wisely  adopt  the  pre- 
caution of  swallowing  their  finny  prey  head  fore- 
most, thus  avoiding  any  little  inconvenience  the 
fins,  especially  the  dorsal  fins,  of  the  victims 
might  occasion,  while  at  the  same  time  any  action 
on  the  part  of  the  protruding  tail  will  simply 
assist  the  process  of  deglutition,  and  so  the 
struggling  wretch  is  involuntarily  accessory  to  his 
own  doom.  But,  in  spite  of  all  this,  accidents 
will  occasionally  happen,  and  a friend  of  mine 
was  witness  to  a most  extraordinary  instance  of 
the  kind  a few  days  ago.  Trolling  with  gudgeon 
for  trout  on  our  lake  (Lough  Ree)  his  attention 
was  attracted  by  the  movements  of  some 
“ carrion  ” gulls  that  seemed  to  be  striking 
at  something  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
then  rising  again  with  loud  screams  from 
their  apparently  ineffectual  swoop.  Palling 
over  rapidly,  he  quickly  discovered  what  it  was 
all  about,  for  there  feebly  swimming  on  the 
surface  was  a large  but  ill-conditioned  trout  with 
something  protruding  from  his  mouth.  He  at 
once  took  him  in  with  the  landing  net,  and  to  his 
astonishment  found  a still  living  and  struggling 
perch  in  the  trout’s  mouth  with  its  terrible  dorsal 
spines  embedded  in  the  palate  of  its  would-be 
destroyer. 

He  died,  but  left  no  living  foe. 

The  perch  was  nearly  a pound  in  weight,  and 
the  trout  near  71b. 

During  the  last  fortnight  I have  managed 
to  pick  up  four  nice  trout,  ranging  from  4lb. 
to  71b.,  with  one  or  two  inconsidered  trifles 
thrown  in,  and  my  days  on  the  lake  have 
not  a little  enlarged  and  enriched  my  expe- 
rience of  the  honest  and  ingenuous  fisherman 
d’induetrie.  I don’t  wish  to  call  him  poacher ; 
the  title  is  loose,  to  say  nothing  of  oppro- 
brious, and  your  poor  island-man  simply  pursues 
the  vocation  he  inherited  from  his  fathers,  with- 
out a pang  of  consciousness  of  wrong-doing  ever 
troubling  him,  and  no  water  bailiff  or  other  official 
has  ever  suggested  a disquieting  thought  to  him. 
He  reaps  the  harvest  of  his  lake  in  due  season, 
just  as  he  garners  his  little  potato  patch  on  his 
rather  sterile  island  home,  and  is  equally  grateful 
to  Providence  for  both  its  mercies.  In  February 
and  March  he  rakes  the  shallows  with  a cross- 
line  (otter),  and  transfers  his  trout,  as  he  takes 
them  off  his  home-made  flies,  to  a washing-tub 
which  he  has  in  his  boat.  His  son,  a stripling  or 
gossoon  of  fifteen,  who  assists  at  an  oar  and 
picks  up  the  craft,  keeps  the  water  in  the  tub 
refreshed  at  intervals,  and  when  they  reach  home 
the  fish  are  transferred  to  a “ stew.”  Then  on 
some  convenient  Saturday  morning  he  kills  for 
the  market,  starts  for  Athlone  in  his  boat,  does 
business  with  his  fishmonger,  and  so  returns  in 
the  evening  with  his  trout  transmuted  into 
whisky  and  groceries.  He  is  above  petty 
jealousy,  and  with  the  sport-loving  instincts  of 
the  Irishman  he  always  comes  scraping  along 
close  to  me  as  I troll  or  “ harl,”  and  cheerfully 
inquires  “Any  sport,  your  honour?”  And  he 
is  never  without  a word  of  hope  and  encourage- 
ment either,  when  my  luck  has  been  bad,  and,  to  do 
him  justice,  I also  owe  him  for  one  or  two  useful 
tips  in  the  matter  of  weather  and  water.  Still, 
though  L shall  probably  long  cherish  a kindly 
recollection  of  him  and  his  nefarious  ways,  I feel 
his  craft  is  one  of  those  doomed  to  extinction  in  the 
not  very  remote  future  of  this  country.  When 
we  get  our  new  broom  over  here  it  will  sweep 
very  clean,  at  least  for  a time,  and  there  is 
money  (to  the  country  generally)  in  the  abolition 
of  the  water  poacher.  The  hapless  island  raker 
is  doomed,  but  let  him  rest  on  in  peace  while  as 
yet  his  sun  shines,  and  no  cloud  looms  ominously 
on  the  horizon.  But  I can’t  forgive  him  his  pike 
ropes.  These  abominations  come  in  with  April  or 
a little  earlier,  and  drive  the  unfortunate  troller 


mad.  One  end  of  a couple  of  miles  of  string  is 
tied  to  a stone  which  is  dropped  to  the  bottom  a 
few  rods  from  some  convenient  shore.  The  boat 
steadily  moves  off,  and  the  line  is  paid  out.  At 
intervals  of  three  or  four  yards  foot  links  of 
string  a yard  long  with  hooks  tied  to  the  ends  are 
attached,  and  each  hook  is  baited  with  a small 
live  perch.  At  intervals  of  twenty  yards  or  so 
lumps  of  cork  are  fixed  to  keep  the  struggling 
baits  in  mid  water,  while  at  very  long  intervals 
stones  a few  pounds  in  weight  are  attached  to  give 
general  stability  and  prevent  excessive  drifting. 
An  infernal  network  of  these  things  neatly  and 
effectively  dispersed  over  a square  mile  or  two  of 
the  best  water  of  the  lake  is  quite  a delightful 
thing  for  a troller  with  two  heavy  Devons  to  get 
amongst  on  a rough  day,  especially  if  he  happens 
to  be  alone.  At  such  times  one  is  apt  to  torget 
the  island  raker’s  virtues  and  honest  toil  at  least 
when  one  leaves  one’s  best  blue  Devon  and 
salmon  spinning  trace  in  a submerged  “ rope.” 
At  such  times  you  never  can  find  a cork  to  give 
you  a clue,  and,  even  if  you  did,  the  chances  are 
that  the  Devon  has  been  thrown  off  by  the  recoil 
of  the  strain  and  is  slumbering  on  the  bottom 
fathoms  low.  Yes,  I can  forgive  him  the  splendid 
trout,  running  into  two  figures  in  weight,  which 
he  picks  up  of  an  early  morning  on  these  dia- 
bolical engines,  but  not  the  holy  Apostles  them- 
selves, least  of  all  the  fiery  Peter,  prince  of 
fishermen,  could  stand  unmoved  the  fearful 
tangle  of  tackle  they  cause. 

I have  never  yet  “ struck  ” a fish,  and  never  ex- 
pect to  do  so.  Mr.  Cheney,  who  always  writes  so 
pleasantly  about  angling,  has  just  been  offering  a 
wise  and  temperate  word  or  two  upon  this  sub- 
ject. He  fancies  there  is  a misapprehension 
existing,  probably  arising  from  confusion  of 
language,  and  doubtless  he  is  right.  Never  strike 
a fish  till  you  feel  him,  let  him  rise  as  he  may; 
and  then  don’t  strike  him  ; pull  him.  The  instant 
the  fish  is  felt  the  hook  should  be  driven  home, 
for  it  must  then  be  either  held  between  the  jaws,  or 
the  point  is  pressing  against  some  part  of  the 
fish.  Otherwise  you  could  feel  nothing.  This  is 
your  opportunity.  Home  with  it  like  lightning. 
And  to  do  this,  pull ; don’t  “ strike,”  for  by 
striking  you  lost  some  appreciable  fraction  of  a 
second,  and  if  you  strike  very  hard  indeed  you 
probably  lose  the  whole  second,  for  the  immediate 
effect  of  striking  is  to  throw  the  top  of  your  rod 
towards  the  fish  and  give  him  slack  line ; on  the 
recovery  you  may  hook  him,  no  doubt,  but  the 
gentle  pull  is  the  most  expeditious,  and  is 
therefore  to  be  preferred.  Try  it  in  this 
way.  Let  two  men,  each  with  a 12ft.  rod,  say, 
attach  a common  length  of  line  to  two  light 
weights  some  little  distance  off  on  the  ground. 
Let  the  lines  be  drawn  taut  till  just  the  faintest 
sign  of  bending  is  seen  in  both  rods.  This 
represents  the  moment  of  “ feeling  ” the  fish. 
Now  at  a preconcerted  signal  let  the  one  strike 
and  the  other  pull,  and  my  money  on  the  latter 
to  move  his  weight  first. 

But  this  is  not  all.  If  a fish  rises,  and  does  not 
touch  you,  the  snapping  away  of  your  flies  may 
scare  him,  while  you  have  no  earthly  chance  of 
hooking  him  except  he  has  jumped  over  you. 
Many  a shy  trout  and  salmon  has  been  sent  down 
to  still  and  watchful  observation  for  the  rest  of 
the  day  by  the  sudden  swirl  of  a train  of  flies 
noisily  pulled  past  his  nose,  while  if  they  were 
drawn  quietly  away,  and  half  a minute’s  pause 
taken,  the  next  cast  might  have  been  fatal.  I have 
distinctly  in  my  recollection  a salmon  which  I 
raised  in  a branch  of  the  Shannon  six  times  in 
six  consecutive  casts  in  this  way,  but  he  never 
touched  me  till  the  last,  and  then  he  died 
for  it.  Of  course  all  this  has  nothing  to  do 
with  slack  line,  but  slack  line  is  bad  fishing, 
and  must  be  left  to  take  care  of  itself.  No 
one  can  tell  what  is  happening  when  his  line  is 
slack;  so  he  can  please  himself  and  “strike” 
away.  And  now,  if  the  reader  wishes  to  make  the 
quickest  strike  on  record,  I shall  be  happy  to 
enlighten  him,  as  I hate  keeping  good  things  to 
myself.  But  then  I rather  fancy  it  is  a habit  one 
must  acquire  unconsciously,  and  is  perhaps  not 
worth  studiously  practising.  It  can  only  be  done 
with  a one-handed  rod,  and  the  modus  operandi  is 
simply  this : Hold  a foot  or  so  of  slack — but  it 
must  not  really  be  slack,  far  from  it — lightly  in 
the  left  hand,  and  the  moment  you  feel  a rise, 
pull  the  line  sharply.  Nothing  can  then  save 
him  ! I have  fallen  into  a habit  of  toying  with 
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liavc  taken  on  one  ford,  a score  of  grayling  who 
showed  no  light  and  were  quite  unfit  for  my 
creel. 

The  name  of  Cotton  leads  us  hack  to  the 
“ Compleat  Angler”  himself,  of  whose  chequered 
life  more  may  be  learnt  from  a few  pages  of  the 
volume  before  mo  than  is  known  to  many  of  his 
warmest  admirers.  The  picture  presented  to  us 
is  truthful  and  life-like,  awakening  our  best 
sympathies,  and  I will  not  load  the  canvas  with 
superfluous  touches  of  my  own.  Only  let  the 
lovers  of  Walton  observe  that  his  life  was  not  a 
long  May  day.  Cast  on  evil  times,  tried  by 
touching  losses,  he  suffered  much,  but  always 
with  a meek  and  cheerful  resignation,  and  when 
he  enjoyed  a spell  of  rural  rest  would  always  say 
from  his  heart,  “ Deus  nobis  h:ec  otia  fecit.” 

I have  kept  one  literary  worthy  for  final  notice, 
because  he  is  unapproached  in  his  own  peculiar 
line.  Fish  and  fishing  no  doubt  are  *'  freshly 
remembered  ” in  the  works  of  many  English 
poets,  including  sundry  of  the  very  best : Gay, 
Thomson,  Pope,  Wordsworth,  Tennyson,  Shakes- 
peare himself,  furnish  familiar  passages  bearing 
on  the  angler’s  recreation.  But  to  John  Dennys 
belongs  the  rare  praise  of  having  written  a poem 
in  honour  of  angling  which  gives  minute  and 
systematic  instruction  in  various  branches  of  the 
art,  and  yet  avoids  the  dulness  too  often  attendant 
on  didactic  poetry.  Weare  indebted  to  Mr.  Marston 
for  copious  extracts  from  Dennys’s  “ Secrets  of 
Angling,”  which  show  the  writer  to  have  been 
truly  a poet,  gifted  with  a rich  imagination,  an  eye 
for  beauty,  and  an  ear  for  melody.  Even  had  I his 
poem  to  refer  to,  I should  be  content  with  the 
samples  before  me.  I cannot  read  them  without 
being  forcibly  reminded  of  Spenser,  in  spite  of 
the  difference  of  stanza — a difference,  by  the  way, 
which  his  critic  justly  notes  as  being  not  alto- 
gether in  favour  of  the  older  bard.  Dennys’s 
final  couplet  not  only  rings  briskly  and  musically, 
but  carries  a certain  emphasis  which  we  miss  in 
the  “ Alexandrine.” 

I must  not  dwell  longer  on  my  own  impres- 
sions of  a book  which  will  win  its  own  way  to 
many  hands,  and  be  found  attractive  both  in 
form  and  substance.  But  it  is  merely  just  to 
remark  that  the  author  had  brought  no  common 
amount  of  readiug  and  research  to  bear  on  a 
subject  which  is  often  superficially  treated.  His 
minute  and  conscientious  accuracy  may  well  lead 
even  the  best  informed  to  resort  to  his  volume 
for  information. 


" MOUNTAIN,  MOOR,  AND  LOCH.” 

This  little  work,  published  by  Sir  John  Causton 
and  Sons,  is  one  of  the  most  tastefully  got  up 
guide  books  that  it  has  been  our  fortune  to  read. 
Issued  at  the  instance  of  the  North  British 
Railway  Compauy,  it  deals  with  the  many 
beauties  of  the  Western  Highlands.  The  letter- 
press,  which  has  been  written  by  a lover  of  the 
beautiful  scenery  which  abounds  over  that  portion 
of  our  island  which  is  traversed  by  the  North 
British,  and  its  daughter  the  West  Highland 
Railway,  is  written  in  a gossipy  style,  which  has 
infinite  charm  ; whilst  the  illustrations,  which  are 
printed  on  a very  fine  paper,  are  fully  up  to  the 
best  specimens  of  American  work.  Starting  from 
Edinburgh,  the  reader  is  conveyed  through  all 
that  picturesque  scenery  so  well  and  so  vividly 
described  in  Stevenson’s  11  Kidnapped,”  and  the 
tourist  can  with  ease  follow  the  adventures  of 
Alan  and  the  hero  of  that  Nineteenth  Century 
classic.  To  those  who  have  but  a dim  notion  as 
to  what  are  the  beauties  to  be  seen  on  the  route 
of  the  West  Highland  Railway,  which  will  open 
during  the  present  month,  this  work  will  be  a 
revelation.  Altogether  the  brochure  is  one  which 
all  who  admire  the  mountains,  moors,  and  lochs 
of  bonny  Scotland  should  purchase  at  the  first 
available  opportunity.  It  is  published  at  the 
extremely  moderate  price  of  2s.,  and  can  be 
procured  at  all  bookstalls  and  libraries. 
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On  the  Fleet  at  the  Mound,  Rogart,  Suther* 
landsbire,  as  also  on  Loch  Hope  farther  north, 
the  sea  trout  angling  is  doing  first-rate  at  present. 

Especially  with  worm,  both  by  day  and  at 
night,  the  fishing  for  yellow  trout  still  continues 
excellent  on  the  Upper  waters,  and  far  inland 
tributaries,  of  the  River  Don,  Aberdeenshire. 


Generally  in  summer  fishing  for  grilse  and 
salmon  it  pays  best  to  “ fish  light,”  as  the  saying 
is.  The  deep  and  slow  style  is  almost  every- 
where the  deadliest  in  spring,  when  the  water 
is  very  cold,  but  in  summer  it  seldom  and  on 
few  rivers  answers  really  well.  The  fast-fleeting- 
past,  light-swimming  fly  tickles  up  the  lithesome 
fish  of  the  summer  best,  and  even  the  long- 
potted  brown  rascals  for  whom  the  deep-sunk  fly 
with  its  slow  motion  has  no  attractions,  are  often 
constrained  to  grab  at  it,  as  it  dances  lightly  by 
them. 


Taken  as  a whole,  the  netting  results  in  Scotch 
waters — sea,  river,  estuary — for  salmon  grilse 
and  sea  trout  fell  off  a good  deal  last  week. 
More  fish,  than  for  some  time  past,  must  have 
escaped  the  nets,  as  a result  of  the  higher  state 
of  many  rivers,  but  the  strength  of  fish  on, 
and  coming  on  to,  the  coast  in  most  districts  was 
lighter — most  probably  and  generally  largely  due 
to  the  “ light  airs,”  and  the  too  long  continued  over 
abundance  of  fresh-water  running  out  to  sea.  In 
fine  weather,  with  light  calm  seas,  the  fish  keep 
further  off  land  and  in  the  deeper  water,  dis- 
inclining, or  seeming  to  have  no  attraction,  to  seek 
the  rivers,  while  when  continued  for  more  than  a 
few  days  on  end  an  excess  of  fresh  water, 
especially  when  peat  stained,  seems  to  nauseate 
them,  and  deter  them  from  seeking  inland. 


Of  sea  trout,  whose  average  meantime  is  about 
31b.,  good  takes  are  being  got  by  anglers  from 
Tongue  Hotel,  fishing  the  sand-eel  in  the  Kyle 
of  Tongue,  Sutherlandshire. 


The  sea  trout  are  “ up,”  and  Overscaig  Hotel 
anglers  have  begun  to  get  good  sport  with  them 
in  Loch  More,  Reay  Forest — one  of  the  Duke  of 
Westminster’s  sea  trout  lochs,  whereon  his  Grace 
generously  permits  a boat’s  fishing  for  the  guests 
of  mine  genial  host  of  the  “ Angler’s  Paradise,”  of 
Overscaig  (Mr.  Duncan  Macl.  Duncan),  who  long 
excelled  in  keeper  and  fisherman  duties,  is  a 
grand  fisher,  understands  all  about  the  fish  and 
fishing  of  his  lochs  and  streams,  and  is  brim- 
ful of  angling  yarns,  many  of  which  fairly 
“ croond.” 


The  rivers  Annan  and  Esk,  Dumfriesshire, 
were  in  good  angling  fettle  last  week.  Fish  were 
plentiful  and  sport  rife,  different  anglers  getting 
capital  takes  of  sea  trout  and  herling  almost 
every  day.  Unless  the  water  run  out  overmuch, 
sport  is  likely  to  continue  encouraging  for  some 
time  to  come.  

Anglers  at  Altnacealgach,  in  Sutherlandshire, 
are  having  fine  trouting  on  the  lochs.  Altnaceal- 
gach is  an  open,  bracing,  high-lying  inland  spot 
on  the  water-shed  in  the  South  of  Sutherland. 
The  water  flowing  east  unites  with  the  Oykel 
from  Ben  More,  Assynt,  and  that  running  west 
from  the  lochs  helps  to  form  the  Inver  and 
Kirkaig  rivers. 


On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  section  of  the  River 
Awe,  Argyllshire,  anglers  continue  to  enjoy  fine 
sport  with  grilse  and  sea  trout,  getting  besides  an 
occasional  salmon. 


a few  inches  of  lino  with  my  left  hand  in  this 
way,  and  dcrivo  a gratification  from  it,  similar, 
I suppose,  to  that  which  some  men  seem  to 
experience  from  chewing  straw's;  but  the  trout 
is  “taken”  in  consequence,  as  old-fashioned 
photographers  used  to  say  of  their  art.  instan- 
taneously. Mona. 


“ WALTON  ,* 

AND  SOME  EARLIER  WRITERS  ON  FISH 
AND  FISHING,”  BY  R.  B.  MARSTON. 

(Continued  f rom  page  57.) 

By  H.  R.  Francis.  M.A. 

To  pass  from  Walton  himself  to  some  of  the 
“ earlier  writers,”  who  figure  to  most  advantage 
in  Mr.  Marston’s  volume,  we  are  bound  to  notice 
Leonard  Mascall,  whose  “ Booke  of  Fishing,  Ac.,” 
was  first  published  in  1590,  for  his  many  valuable 
suggestions  as  to  the  breeding  and  preserving  of 
fish.  Notwithstanding  the  wonderful  advances 
made  in  these  arts  during  the  present  generation, 
we  are  taught  how  many  practical  hints  the 
modern  pisciculturist  may  glean  from  this  inge- 
nious writer.  Mascall,  by  the  way,  may  well 
awaken  the  regrets  of  the  judicious  gourmet  for 
the  present  scarcity  of  the  burbolt,  the  loach,  and 
the  crayfish.  The  scarcity  of  the  first,  indeed, 
may  perhaps  be  more  seeming  than  real.  They 
lie  low,  move  little,  and  inhabit  chiefly  the  slug- 
gish and  unattractive  portions  of  fenny  streams. 
But  drainage  has,  no  doubt,  reduced  their  feeding 
grounds.  I have  seen  perhaps  half-a-dozen  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cambridge,  the  largest  of 
the  unusual  weight  of  41b.  This,  however,  was 
long,  long  ago.  I have  not  even  seen  one 
these  twenty  years.  But  I am  surprised  that 
they  do  not  figure  frequently  in  the  reports  from 
the  Norfolk  Broads,  so  interesting  to  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  For  the  loach,  I wish  more 
pains  were  taken  to  stock  the  pebbly  portions  of 
our  trout  streams  with  it.  It  is  grand  food  for 
trout,  and,  to  my  mind,  when  sizable,  better  for 
the  table  than  a gudgeon.  The  scanty  supply  of 
crayfish  is  due,  1 fear,  to  the  reduced  volume  of 
our  clear  streams,  which  makes  it  easier  to  take 
them  with  the  hand  from  the  roots  and  holes 
where  they  harbour. 

Thomas  Barker  should  be  named  by  fly-fishers 
with  all  reverence  as  being  our  first  really 
advanced  writer  on  “making  and  angling  with  a 
Flye  for  a trout,”  Mr.  Marston  shows  what  a 
finish  he  had  attained  in  all  the  detail 3 of  an 
aDgler’s  equipment — the  reel,  the  gaff,  the  large 
hook  for  night  fishing  with  the  lob  worm,  as  well 
as  the  tying  of  a useful  variety  both  of  hackle 
and  wing  flies.  By  the  way,  Walton’s  tribute  to 
the  value  of  Barker’s  instructions  as  to  made  (i.e. 
artificial)  flies  and  fly-tying,  pleases  me  better  in 
in  its  first  form  than  in  that  which  it  takes  in  his 
“ much  corrected  and  enlarged”  fifth  edition.  “ I 
shall  do  it  with  a little  variation  ” is  well  enough, 
but  after  all  a is  an  indefinite  article  ! There  was 
no  need  for  hinting  a possible  set-off  against 
Walton’s  debt  to  Barker. 

Charles  Cotton,  who  followed  Barker  at  no  long 
interval,  stands  nearly  on  the  level  of  the  modern 
fly-fisher,  except  that  he  uses  hair  instead  of  gut, 
and  has  no  acquaintance  with  the  dry  fly.  1 am 
glad  he  meets  with  a lenient  critic  in  Mr. 
Marston,  who  is  not  unaware  of  his  “ little  picca- 
d ill ies ; ” but,  in  consideration  of  his  angling 
skill,  his  genial  character,  and  his  hearty  admi- 
ration for  his  “ Father  Walton,”  gives  him  the  full 
benefit  of  the  old  couplet  from  “ The  Padlock  ” : 
Be  to  his  fault3  a little  blind, 

Bo  to  his  virtues  ever  kind. 

But  he  could  not  overlook  a seeming  libel  on 
the  pluck  of  that  plucky  fish,  the  grayling.  My 
own  idea  is,  that  the  charge  of  dead-heartedness 
may  be  a question  of  months  and  condition. 
Cotton  evidently  took  grayling  when  trout  had 
not  fully  gotten  into  season. 

I have  never  myself  taken  them  after  Octo- 
ber ; but  1 have  been  told  by  Teme  fishers, 
who  punished  them  with  gentle  or  artificial 
grasshopper  far  into  March,  that  at  that  date- 
very  near  their  spawning-time — their  pull  was 
heavy  and  dull.  And  I remember,  when  trouting 
on  that  grand  stream  about  the  end  of  June,  to 

Walton  and  Some  Earlier  Writers  on  Kish  and 
Fishing.”  By  It.  B.  Marston.  New  volnrno  in  the  Book 
hover’s  Library.  London:  Elliot  Stock,  I’aternostcr 
Row. 


A Book  for  the  Holidays. — We  have  received 
from  the  publisher  “ Sporting  Facts  and  Fancies,” 
by  Mr.  J.  P.  Whoeldon  (that  well-known  and 
esteemed  contributor  to  angling  literature),  and 
recommend  our  readers  when  fish  are  not  on  the 
iced  to  whilo  away  a pleasant  hour  in  perusing 
this  latest  addition  to  the  angler’s  library.  A 
lull  notice  will  appear  in  our  Holiday  Number 
(ready  A ugust  2). 


Tiie  summer’s  angling  on  the  Beauly  river, 
where  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  scored  famously, 
has  proved  remarkably  good.  Having  done  very 
well  in  spring  also,  the  Beauly  thus  for  both 
seasons  has  quite  kept  up  its  good  namo  this 
year.  Its  spring  angling  of  last  year,  it  may  bo 
remombered,  was  wretched. 


Tn  rcachos  of  the  Conon  rivor,  Ross-shiro,  near 
Strathpoffor,  big  trout  abound,  but  they  are 
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pretty  stiff  to  put  up.  However,  within  the  last 
six  weeks  fairly  decent  baskets  have  been  secured 
by  several  anglers,  the  average  trout  of  the  take 
generally  weighing  from  lib.  to  ljlb. 


Following  on  the  copious  rainfall,  and  with  a 
continued  better  ply  of  water,  there  was  quite  a 
boom  in  sport  last  week  with  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea  trout  on  most  of  the  short-seasoned  rivers  of 
the  North  and  West  Highlands.  And  when 
could  it  more  naturally  be  looked  for,  since  July 
invariably  proves  the  best  month  on  quite  two- 
thirds  of  these  summer  fisheries,  in  which  in 
greatest  strength  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  all 
come  on  together  ? 

Sea  trout  angling  on  the  picturesque  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  has  done  moderately  well  of  late,  and, 
given  favourable  conditions,  it  ought  to  keep 
improving  for  some  time  yet.  It  is  free-fly 
answers  best,  and  anglers  residing  at  Inveran, 
near  which  are  most  of  the  best  spots,  can  be  out 
and  fishing  in  a jiffey. 

Loch  Rannoch,  lone,  wild,  and  grand,  keeps  up 
its  angling  reputation.  Of  late,  besides  many 
baskets  of  fine  trout,  it  has  yielded  some  five  or 
six  huge  specimens  of  the  Salmo  ferox.  One 
angler  secured  three,  aggregating  411b. 


Anglers  out  from  Inveroran  Hotel,  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  River  Orchy,  had  about  a 
dozen  salmon  last  week.  During  the  same  time 
several  of  the  famous  Loch  Tulla  trout — of 
which,  when  full  grown,  few  are  under  31b. — 
were  secured.  These  are  trout,  and  I’d  much 
sooner  have  the  credit  of  catching  by  skill  two 
or  three  brace  of  such  “ whoppers  ” than  the 
discredit  of  piling  up  (where  good  trout  are 
found)  a brimful  basketful  of  guileless  innocent 
wee  things  that  require  no  catching. 


Spout  with  grilse  at  the  Inchnadamph  end  of 
Loch  Assynt  is  improving.  The  Inver  river  has 
been  running  in  about  the  very  best  volume  for 
letting  the  fish  forward.  Once  into  Loch  Assynt 
they  run  right  on  to  the  other  end,  where  they 
hang  about  close  to  and  between  the  mouths  of 
the  Loanan  and  Traligill. 

The  Naver  did  splendidly  last  week  and  the 
previous  week  especially  in  salmon  and  grilse  fish- 
ing. One  day’s  sport  to  one  of  the  rods  was  eight 
fish.  The  ply  of  water  for  several  days  on  end  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  But  the  little  Mallert — 
a sporting  tributary,  entering  the  parent  river 
close  below  Loch  hi  aver— did  perfect  wonders  if 
it  be  true  as  reported,  that  one  day  a lady  and 
gentlemen  between  them  took  no  fewer  than 
sixteen  grilse  out  of  it.  This  tiny  stream  is 
practically  useless  for  big  fish  angling  until 
summer,  and,  like  other  inland  mountain  streams 
of  similar  size  and  character,  it  is  very  fickle. 
Some  years  it  may  do  nothing.  If  its  natural 
short  season  pass  without  a very  big  splash  of 
rain  its  sport  giving  for  the  year  is  practically 
nil.  But  it  gives  the  angler  a good  chance  of 
establishing  his  prowess  when  he  gets  it  in  good 
volume  in  the  month  of  July,  just  as  a strong 
head  of  fish  are  fresh  run  into  it. 

With  the  run  of  sea  trout  getting  stronger, 
almost  every  good  fishing  day  now  marks  an 
improvement  in  the  sport  in  Benbecula,  Uist, 
whither  lots  of  anglers  have  repaired  of  late. 

The  Galloway  and  Ayrshire  lochs — most  of 
them  at  any  rate — have  recently  been  fishing  very 
well.  


Not  many  salmon  or  grilse,  but  fair  takes  of 
sea  trout  of  something  like  the  pound  average 
have  been  secured  by  different  anglers  on  Loch 
Maree,  Ross-shire,  for  some  time  past.  The  run 
of  sport,  however,  has  been  only  so-and-so, 

On  Loch  Shiel,  Argyllshire,  the  sea  trout  did 
not  do  so  well  last  week,  but  the  salmon  and 
grilse  angling  kept  up  to  a fair  standard  for  the 
time  of  the  year.  

Tiieke  is  “ something  rotten  ” in  regard  to  the 
Carron,  Easter  Ross,  which  of  all  summer-season 
rivers  in  the  North  of  Scotland  has  fished  the 


worst — and  indeed  far  from  well — all  this  month 
of  July.  What  can  it  be?  Is  that  channel 
alteration  and  embankment  business  having  a 
hurtful  effect  ? or  is  the  netting  proving  utterly 
overpowering  P Is  the  dearth  of  sport  due  to 
either  or  both  P or  is  it  simply  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  Carron  in  summer  is  even  yet  fished  with 
flies  which  are  far  too  large  for  securing  such 
sport  as  it  is  quite  possible  to  get  on  this  most 
lovely  and  withal  sporting-looking  highland 
stream  ? 


A very  fine  sea  trout  loch  in  Mull,  for  which 
the  season  is  just  commencing,  is  Loch  Asopol. 
It  yields  grilse  and  salmon  as  well,  and  anglers 
who  put  up  at  Bunessan  hotel  can  have  the 
privilege  of  fishing  it. 

At  present  there  is  no  run  of  anglers  on  Loch 
Leven,  where  the  sport  for  some  time  past  has 
been  rather  meagre.  The  romance  and  grander 
beauties  of  the  Highlands  have  meantime  greater 
attractions  for  the  great  body  of  Waltonians,  and 
especially  those  in  quest  of  sport  with  the 
silvery,  dashing,  new-run  fish  of  lake  and  river. 


Siort  in  the  Loch  Inver  district  of  Suther- 
landshire  continues  good.  In  three  days  last 
week  the  rods  fishing  the  hotel-attached  fisheries 
of  the  rivers  Inver  and  Kirkaig  had  twelve 
grilse,  two  salmon,  and  three  sea  trout.  The 
fishing  ought  to  greatly  improve  now,  as  a result 
of  the  recent  heavy  rainfall  in  the  district.  The 
trump  card  loch  of  this  quarter  for  trouting, 
both  by  trolling  and  with  the  fiv — and  quite  a 
famous  one  it  is — is  Loch  Shianas-Kaig,  or  Skin- 
a-skink,  


The  angling  on  the  Spey  has  improved  a 
trifle  (and  not  without  need)  since  the  recent 
“ grow  ” of  the  water.  Now  a salmon  or  two  and 
a few  grilse  are  being  got,  and  sea  trout  are  look- 
ing better.  Those  of  the  latter  that  manage  to 
elude  the  Duke’s  netters  are  running  forward 
very  fast  to  the  Rothes,  Craigellachie,  and  Aber- 
lour  reaches.  They  travel  mostly  by  night,  and 
seem  to  like  a bit  of  colour  in  the  water. 


Anglers  who  wish  to  combine  capital  loch 
trouting  with  the  certainty  of  sport  with  Salmo 
ferox,  should  try  Loch  Garry,  Inverness-shire, 
fishing  part  of  the  day  with  fly,  and  trolling  the 
rest.  


Grilse  must  be  in  great  numbers  in  Loch  Awe 
this  season,  for,  great  in  length  and  size  as  the 
loch  is,  sport  with  them  at  present  is  very  good. 
Not  for  years  has  the  grilse  angling  in  summer 
been  so  encouraging. 

A few  days  remarkably  prolific  of  sport  with 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  have  been  had  on 
Loch  Garbet-beg,  Rhiconich,  since  the  season  for 
sport  on  this  hill-pent  little  loch  at  the  head  of 
the  Inchars  river  commenced. 


Quite  recently  some  augler3  from  Scourie 
Hotel,  fishing  on  the  Duartmore,  made  very  good 
takes  of  the  migratory  Salmonidcv.. 


Since  a fortnight  past  the  maximum  of  sport 
with  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  (by  fly  fishing) 
for  this  year — as  yet,  has  been  obtained  on  the 
following  Sutherlandshire  rivers  and  lochs,  viz., 
Kirkaig,  Inver,  Culag,  Loch  Assynt,  Duartmore, 
Loxford,  Loch  Stack,  Inchard,  Loch  Garbet-beg, 
Loch  Sandwood,  Dionard,  Loch  Dionard,  Hope, 
Loch  Hope,  Strathmore,  Naver,  Mallert,  Shin, 
and  Oykel.  On  not  one  of  the  whole  batch  of 
these  fisheries — Naver,  Shin,  and  Oykel  excepted 
— is  there  any  spring  angling  “ whateffer.” 


Given  plenty  of  rain,  and  the  sea  trout  fishing 
in  Shetland  ought  soon  to  be  coming  on.  The 
trouting  for  the  grand  trout  of  Loch  Stennis,  in 
Orkney,  ought  also  to  be  getting  good  quite  scon 
if  conditions  prove  favourable. 


The  lets  on  the  river  North  Esk  of  the  principal 
beats  for  autumn  salmon  fishing  this  year  are  : 
Inglismaldic  Castle  (Lord  Kintore’s),  Mr.  Tlios. 
Cordes  ; Hatton  (Lord  Arbuthnott’s)  and  Kirk- 
tonhill  (Mr.  Taylor’s),  Mr.  Edward  Drummond ; 


Craigs  (Misses  Carnegie’s),  Mr.  E.  M.  Crossfield ; 
Canterland  (Lord  Kintore’s),  Lord  Cavan  ; Mor- 
phie,  Sir  John  Gladstone,  Bart.,  of  Fasque. 

The  streams  getting  lower  and  less  rain  falling 
over  most  of  the  country,  sport  with  the  migra- 
tory Salmonidie,  except  on  the  lochs,  did  not  in 
general  prove  nearly  so  good  late  last  week  and 
early  this  week.  

Colin  Gunn,  of  the  Brora,  writes  : “ Nothing 
here  but  rain  and  thunder  [and  the  genial  Pro- 
fessor of  angling  quaking  in  his  shoes ! !]  Roads 
awfully  cut  up  ; river  being  very  high  for  the 
past  week.  No  one  fishing  and  none  inclining 
to.  Robertson,  with  his  nets,  has  not  done 
great  things  lately.  Sportsmen  now  coming 
north  for  the  season  to  get  on  their  moor  legs 
and  into  the  heather  step  before  the  ‘ 12th. 
Much  fear  is  expressed  for  the  grouse,  the  heavy 
rains  having  done  for  a great  many  of  the 
young.”  

I hear  that  Dr.  Everley  Taylor,  of  Scarboro’, 
and  friend  had  excellent  sport  on  Loch  Dionard 
last  week,  getting  from  eight  to  nine  salmon  per 
day  besides  sea  trout.  And  the  sea  trout  of 
Loch  Dionard  are  whackers  ! 


An  Aberdeen  newspaper  states  that  “ The 
Duke  of  Fife  is  credited  by  a correspondent  with 
the  intention  of  blasting  the  rocks  at  the  Linn 
of  Dee  in  order  to  improve  the  passage  for 
salmon.  The  mere  publication  of  such  a rumour 
may  be  expected  to  evoke  so  strong  and  general 
a protest  as  will  lead  to  the  immediate  abandon- 
ment of  the  project — if,  indeed,  such  a monstrous 
proposal  has  ever  been  seriously  entertained.” 

Even  in  the  now  rather  low  state  of  the  waters, 
anglers  are  managing  to  take  good  baskets  of 
herling  from  the  Solway  rivers,  chiefly  by  the 
use  of  the  brandling. 

The  finnock  or  whitling  of  the  second  migra- 
tion in  the  larger  rivers  of  the  east  coast,  though 
still  scarce  and  small,  are  increasing  in  numbers 
every  week  in  the  tideways  and  reaches  just 
beyond.  

Last  week  the  sport  on  the  Kyle  of  Durness 
with  sea  trout  was  again  poor,  in  a comparative 
sense,  the  best  take  by  one  rod  for  four  days’ 
fishing  being  only  twenty-seven  fish,  weighing 
371b.  “ Through  being  so  plump,  wild,  and  tender 
in  the  mouth,”  as  my  correspondent  puts  it,  11  an 
unusually  great  proportion  of  the  fish  that 
hooked  on  were  lost.” 


A Reay  Forester  writes:  “Until  two  weeks 
ago  we  had  very  little  fishing;  but  since  we  got 
the  good  spate  of  last  week  there  has  been  fine 
Sport  on  Loch  Stack  and  the  Laxford  river. 
Professor  Drummond  and  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
annually  arc  the  first  party  of  the  season,  have 
been  fishing  Loch  Stack  for  some  time  past  with 
great  success.  The  best  days  scoro  by  one  of 
them  (obtained  quite  recently)  was  nineteen  sea 
trout  and  two  salmon,  several  of  the  sea  trout 
going  41b.  weight.  Salmon  and  grilse  appai’ently 
are  more  plentiful  in  Loch  Stack  than  they  have 
been  for  some  years  past,  but  sea  trout  do  not 
appear  to  be  quite  so  plentiful  as  yet.  Lord 
Leicester,  with  his  famous  gillie,  Robt.  Fraser,  is 
getting  as  high  as  seven  salmon,  besides  sea 
trout,  in  a day  on  the  Laxford  rivers.  Professor 
Drummond  had  one  day  on  the  river  and  got  six 
salmon.”  

Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes  : “ This  is  Brechin  holiday  Week, 
and  you  may  be  well  sure  the  waters  will  bo 
properly  thrashed  with  lines  of  all  sorts  for  some 
days  to  come.  Sport  is  not  good,  however,  the 
trout  being  rather  off  the  fly.  A good  many 
prime  sea  trout  have  been  secured  in  the  West 
water,  and  this  makes  the  aDgliug  on  this  stream 
more  attractive  than  usual  at  this  season. 
Salmon  and  grilse  are  numerous  at  the  Loups  on 
the  North  E>k,.but  are  too  dour  to  take  a fly. 
Last  Wednesday  the  Brechin  Club  had  a troutiDg 
competition,  when  there  was  a good  turn-out  of 
members,  fishing  on  North  Esk,  South  Esk, 
West  water,  and  Barvie.  The  takes  ranged  from 
41b.  to  1 71b. ; no  large  trout  were  got.” 
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HACKNEY  MARSH. 


A PLEA  FOR  THE  EAST-END  ANGLER. 

On  Saturday  last,  tho  21st  inst.,  Sir  John 
Hutton,  the  chairman  of  tlio  London  County 
Council,  formally  dedicated  Hackney  Marsh  to 
tho  public  use,  “ never  to  bo  alionatod  from  the 
people's  possession.” 

This  extonsive  tract  of  meadow  land,  1127  acres 
in  extent,  partly  bordered  and  partly  intersected 
by  tho  River  Lea,  is  distant  only  three  and  a half 
miles  from  the  Royal  Exchange,  in  what  may  be 
truthfully  described  as  the  poorest  and  least 
cared  for  district  of  tho  wholo  metropolis. 

Doubtless  many  readers  of  the  Fuhing  Gazette 
will  remember  the  period  when  the  White  House 
— which  still  stands  isolated  in  the  centre  of  the 
marsh — and  its  fishery  was  a pleasant  and 
picturesque  resort,  where  at  proper  times  a fair 
day’s  sport  could  be  obtained  in  the  then  uncon- 
taminated river.  That  there  were  good  fish 
in  the  water  in  those  days  is  proved  by  the 
magnificent  specimens — or  what  remains  of 
them — even  now  exhibited  on  the  walls  of 
the  old  hostelry.  Among  these  may  be  men- 
tioned a jack  of  251b  , barbel,  13|lb. ; trout, 
Hilb.;  carp,  111b. ; chub,  7^1b. ; bream,  5f  lb. ; 
and  an  eel  of  6jlb.  Those  who  knew  the  place 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago  can  only  look  back  with 
a pang  of  regret  at  its  present  deteriorated  con- 
dition. Then  green  fields  and  -wooded  heights 
shut  in  the  view  where  now  stand  colonies  of 
small  houses  and  hideous  factories,  which  latter, 
with  the  sulphureous  fumes  from  the 
engines  incessantly  shunting  at  the 
huge  goods  depot  and  coal  sidings 
of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  on  the 
north-eastern  boundary  of  the  marsh, 
poison  the  atmosphere  around.  But 
even  this  is  not  the  worst,  for  the 
once  crystal  stream,  with  its  deep 
pools,  bright  gravelly  shallows,  bul- 
rushes, water  lilies,  and  graceful 
trailing  plants;  the  banks,  with  their 
lovely  summer  garb  of  wild  flowers, 
is  now  but  a filtny  ditch ; the  sides, 
bare  and  exposed,  encrusted  with  the 
horrible  Leyton  and  Walthamstow 
sewage  pollution.  Enough, however, 
has  been  said  of  this  wretched  state 
of  things,  and  it  is  more  pleasant  to 
contemplate  the  intended  action  of 
the  London  County  Council,  to  which 
we  may  look  as  the  good  fairy  to 
bring  luck,  at  all  events  in  this 
respect,  if  not  exactly  the  good  old 
times  of  yore, yet  something  approach- 
ing them.  We  are  promised,  inter 
alia,  that  four  new  cuts  will  be 
formed  to  take  off  the  severe  bends 
of  the  Lea,  and  so  enable  the  more  rapid  discharge 
of  flood  water,  the  old  channels  being  retained, 
thereby  forming  islands,  which  by  suitable  plant- 
ing will  be  made  pleasing  features  of  the  river. 
Furthermore,  it  is  intended  to  erect  a low  flood 
bank  and  gravelled  promenade  parallel  to  the 
Lea  on  its  western  side,  with  extensive  fences ; 
trees  are  to  be  planted  for  shade  and  ornament, 
and  seats  provided  for  the  public  convenience. 
The  marsh  itself,  or  a large  portion  of  it,  is  to  be 
used  for  cricket  in  the  summer  and  football  in 
the  winter,  and  a bathing  place  will  be  con- 
structed, but  nothing  is  proposed  to  be  done  for 
the  poor  angler,  nor  has  he  in  any  way  been 
referred  to.  Such  an  opportunity  as  is  now 
afforded  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
some  effort  being  made  for  the  thousands  of 
toilers  living  at  the  East-end,  one  of  whose  few 
pleasures  is  that  of  the  pursuit  of  the  gentle 
craft ; men  whose  opportunities  are  few,  and 
whose  scanty  wage  barely  suffices  for  sustenance, 
and  who  can  ill  afford  the  cost  of  going 
further  a-field,  as  they  now  have  to  do.  Here, 
within  easy  walking  distance  of  their  homes,  is 
something  approaching  a mile  and  a half  of  river 
frontage,  and  surely  somo  part  of  it  might  be 
spared  for  their  benefit  without  in  the  slightest 
degree  interfering  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
marsh  by  the  general  public.  The  eastern  bank 
of  the  Lea,  that  is  to  say,  t he  side  nearest  to  Leyton, 
reached  by  the  White  House  and  Templo  Mills’  i 
bridges,  and  what  is  known  ns  the  mill  Btrenm, 
are  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose,  being  1 


marsh.  The  ratepayers  need  be  under  no  appre- 
hension in  regard  to  extra  expense,  for  tho  pre- 
sent stall  of  the  London  County  Council  on  the 
spot  will  doubtless  be  sufficient  to  maintain  order 
and  prevent  netting  or  other  evil  practices.  The 
Lea  and  mill  stream,  it  is  already  arranged,  are 
to  be  restored  to  a proper  condition,  and  therefore 
the  only  thing  required  would  bo  the  stocking, 
and  keeping  stocked,  of  the  water,  which  might 
easily  be  done  at  a trifling  cost.  The  Directors 
of  the  East  London  Water  Company,  at  certain 
intervals,  find  it  necessary  to  clear  their 
reservoirs — near  at  hand — of  fish,  which  at  times 
become  loo  plentiful,  and  if  properly  approached 
would  doubtless,  as  they  have  done  before  in 
similar  instances,  assist  in  such  a good  cause. 

The  writer,  who  knew  the  White  House 
Fishery  well  in  its  palmy  days,  and  who  has  had 
many  pleasant  and  successful  days  beside  its 
banks,  appeals  to  his  brother  anglers  to  help  in 
bringing  forward  a project  which  he  earnestly 
believes  would  afford  delight  to  a large  number 
of  deserving  individuals  whose  claims  under 
the  circumstances  ought  not  to  be  overlooked 
or  disregarded.  H.  C. 


PHOTO-ENGRAVING  OP  GRAYLING 

(Weight  2lb.  4oz.). 


Mr.  R.  A.  Bownas,  photo- engraver,  of  Armley, 
near  Leeds,  has  sent  us  some  excellent  specimens 
Among  them  this  grayling,  which 


of  his  work. 


was  caught  by  his  father  in  the  Costa  about  two 
years  ago.  It  now  belongs  to  the  Royal  Exchange 
Angling  Society,  Boar-lane,  Leeds. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  TASMANIA. 


quiet  and  shut  off  from  the  main  portion  of  the 


By  A.  Conway. 

It  was  a stretch  of  water  to  make  the  heart  of 
a fly-fisher  rejoice  within  him  and  wax  glad,  just 
such  an  alternation  of  eddies,  rapids,  backwaters, 
and  quiet  pools  as  the  Upper  Derwent  presents  in 
the  whole  length  of  its  winding  course  from  its 
rise  in  Lake  St.  Clair  to  its  tidal  waters,  which 
begin  at  the  falls  above  New  Norfolk.  The  broad, 
deep,  easy-flowing  current  just  grown  placid  after 
its  foaming  rush  amid  the  rocks  of  a rapid  two 
hundred  yards  above,  shoaled  again  on  to  a 
shallow,  stony  spit,  vanguarded  with  pebbles  and 
flanked  with  boulders,  which  broke  the  river 
diagonally  from  bank  to  bank  with  a white  line  of 
bubble,  froth,  and  surf.  On  either  side,  next  the 
high,  steep  banks,  flowed  tho  main  force  of  the 
stream,  • fordable  alone  by  reason  of  its  mid- 
summer lowness.  No  small  caution,  nevertheless, 
had  to  be  used  in  those  first  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  of  wading.  Tho  water  ran  only  knee-deep, 
but  with  a forco  quite  strong  enough  to  dislodge 
tho  reckless  wader  from  his  foothold  on  the 
slippery  boulders,  and  roll  him  head  over  heels  in 
the  deeper  waters  below.  And  wading  stockings 
I may  say,  as  one  having  involuntarily  tried  the 
experiment,  are  awkward  tackle  to  swim  in. 

►Such  was  the  spot,  some  nine  or  ten  miles 


above  New  Norfolk,  and  close  to  where  the 
Derwent  Valley  line  crosses  the  river  for  the 
second  time,  to  which  I had  come  one  afternoon 
of  an  angling  summer  holiday  I was  spending 
in  the  near  neighbourhood.  I was  sated  with 
much  slaughter  of  small  brown  trout  in  the 
Lachlan,  I’lenty,  Russell’s  Falls,  and  other 
adjacent  streams,  and  began  to  yearn  for  bigger 
game.  Consequently  I lent  a ready  ear  to  tales 
of  a particularly  big  trout  which  had  been  seen 
rising  in  this  part  of  the  river,  and  went  out  to 
try  conclusions  with  him  if  I might  be  so  lucky 
as  to  find  him  at  home. 

Passing  very  cautiously  over  the  first  pinch 
I waded  out,  fishing  all  along  above  the  break 
as  I went,  with  little  success,  and  with  little 
hope  of  success.  In  mid-stream  I picked  out 
a game  little  2-pounder  from  under  the  lee 
of  a big  boulder,  and  gave  him  but  little  law, 
killing  him  in  most  summary  fashion  in  a 
couple  of  minutes,  for  fear  of  disturbing  the 
water.  My  errand  and  my  hope3  were  alike 
concerned  with  a certain  triton  of  trout3,  whom  I 
sincerely  hoped  to  find  in  the  spot  where  rumour 
had  ensconced  him,  beneath  the  bank  “ t’other 
side  er  Derven.”  For  his  benefit  it  was  that  I 
had  searched  my  tackle-book  for  flies  tied  of  the 
largest  pattern  ; for  him  it  was  that  a brand-new 
silk  line  filled  the  reel  at  the  bottom  of  my 
15ft.  rod.  Plenty  of  line  and  a neat  touch  can  do 
much  with  a rod  of  those  dimensions,  which  for 
Derwent  fishing  as  a rule  was  altogether  too 
small.  Still  I held  to  my  own  plan  that  in  rough 
water,  where  the  wading  is  treacherous,  a short 
rod  is  much  preferable  to  a big  two- 
hander  ; and  a 20ft.  Irish  salmon  rod, 
the  use  of  which  for  a bare  hour 
would  leave  me  with  stiff  and  aching 
muscles  on  the  morrow,  remained  at 
home  in  its  case.  I would  fight  my 
quarry  fairly  if  we  fought  at  all. 

As  on  first  entering  the  stream, 
the  few  yards  next  the  bank  on  the 
farther  side  also  furnished  a nasty  bit 
of  crossing.  I managed  to  avoid  the 
full  current  by  wading  well  up  stream 
till  the  water  almost  touched  the  tops 
of  my  waders,  but  gurgled  round  me 
with  a much  more  even  tide.  Close 
up  to  the  bank,  sheltered  by  osier 
willows,  which  archedover  the  stream 
and  threatened  to  hang  me  up  'at 
every  cast,  I began  to  fish  in  real 
earnest.  1 whipped  every  inch  of  the 
water  with  the  utmost  care,  playing 
the  “ fine  and  far  off  theory  ” for  all 
it  was  worth.  In  half  an  hour  or  so 
I had  fished  the  spot  thoroughly  as 
far  as  I could  wade.  Result,  one  little 
one  risen  and  just  pricked.  I didn’t 
want  him,  so  we  parted  company 
without  regret  after  a jiggering  match  of  a 
few  seconds’  duration.  I tried  every  variety  of 
fly  that  seemed  appropriate  to  the  occasion  and 
was  held  in  the  parchment  of  my  tackle-book. 
Even  the  “Coachman,”  most  killing  of  flies  in  a 
Southern  Tasmanian  trout  stream,  failed  to  pro- 
duce a solitary  rise.  Be  it  said  with  shame  and 
sorrow  and  contempt  for  my  weakness,  I even 
mounted  a grasshopper,  at  times  the  most  deadly 
of  baits,  but  with  the  same  result,  or  rather  lack 
of  result.  I tried  a last  few  casts  before  I shifted 
quarters  for  the  rapids  above.  Out  went  the  line 
carelessly,  for  the  desire  not  to  be  beaten  rather 
than  the  hope  of  rising  a fish  made  me  try  the 
last  venture.  Perhaps  it  was  the  very  careless- 
ness of  the  cast  that  made  the  white  moth  that 
flickered  on  the  end  of  my  casting  line  seem  to 
have  dropped  from  the  willow  branches  above 
that  worked  the  much-desired  result.  The  line 
stopped  on  its  downward  course  and  tightened,  a 
quick  turn  of  the  wrist  sent  the  point  of  the  rod 
skywards,  and  I was  in  a fish.  It  might  have 
been  a snag  that  held  the  hook  for  all  the  motion 
there  was  and  the  steady  drag,  only  for  a certain 
second-sight  born  of  intuition,  fortified  with 
much  experience  that  genuine  trout  fishers 
possess.  The  doubt,  if  doubt  there  was,  did 
not  last  many  seconds.  The  singing  of  tho  reel 
and  the  friction  of  the  lino  that  cut  like  a rod- 
hot  knife-blade  across  a carelessly-hold  fingor, 
told  me  in  most  forcible  fashion  that  it  was  a 
fish — and  a big  one,  too,  to  boot. 

The  first  mad  rush  took  out  full  thirty  yards  of 
line,  and  then  there  was  a stoppage,  for  which  I 
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was  indeed  thankful,  for  it  gave  me  time  to  make 
for  the  shallow  patch  of  gravel  in  mid-stream, 
where  the  water  was  more  than  ankle  deep.  To 
do  so  I had  to  sacrifice  about  twenty  more  yards 
of  line,  for  my  prey  lay  doggedly  with  his  head 
up  stream,  neither  giving  nor  taking  an  inch  of 
ground.  A sudden  move  still  further  up  stream 
raised  anxious  thoughts  in  my  mind  as  the  stock 
of  line  on  my  reel  grew  painfully  less.  I laid  on 
a steady  strain,  drowning  the  line  as  deep  as  I 
could.  There  was  a moment  of  anxiety  as  my 
rod  bent  double,  and  then  my  fish  capitulated  for 
the  moment  and  backed  down  stream  by  easy 
stages.  I began  to  entertain  some  little  disap- 
pointment, for  the  surrender  was  far  easier  than 
I expected  or  desired.  All  cogitation  on  the 
subject  was  soon  dispelled.  Again  there  was  a 
wild  rush,  this  time  ending  in  a fierce  bound  in 
the  air  that  showed  a mass  of  gleaming  silver  in 
the  sunlight,  and  set  every  nerve  in  my  body 
tingling  with  excitement.  A double-figure  fish — 
a rara  avis,  if  the  Hibernicism  is  allowable — the 
capture  of  which  would  be  marked  with  white 
stones  on  the  tablets  of  my  memory,  and  with 
many  black  ink  marks  in  my  angling  diary.  I 
had  caught  fish  before  this  in  the  Great  Lake 
and  neighbouring  lagoons  that  well  over-topped 
the  ten  pounds,  but  a clean  run  Derwenter  of  that 
weight,  killed  in  such  an  open  stretch  of  water — 
it  was  a prize  I had  sought  after  and  sighed  for 
for  five  previous  seasons,  and  sighed  for  in  vain. 

What  a wild  dance  did  that  fish  lead  me ! The 
positions  were  almost  reversed.  I was  more  the 
captive  than  the  captor  for  the  first  half  hour. 
My  angling  career  is  now  a fairly  long  one,  but 
never  was  I treated  to  a more  brilliant  struggle 
with  any  trout  that  ever  wore  pink  spots  than  on 
this  special  occasion.  True,  there  was  a certain 
fish  with  whom  I had  a most  merry  tryst  in  the 
Upper  Derwent  near  Ousebridge — but  that  is 
another  story,  and  it  tells  of  broken  tackle  and 
other  fearful  calamities,  the  recalling  whereof  is 
not  so  pleasing.  Down  stream  came  my  fish,  till 
at  last  he  reached  the  head  of  the  rapid.  He 
hesitated  a moment,  and  then  rocketed  madly 
down  through  the  broken  water,  showing  his 
green  back  at  intervals  the  whole  way.  With 
such  a current  to  back  him  no  tackle  would  have 
stood  the  strain  for  a moment.  I went  with  him. 
We  fought  our  way  down  through  the  inter- 
vening still  water  to  the  head  of  the  next  rapid, 
which  was  about  fifty  yards  below.  Over  that 
we  went  as  well,  the  trout  down  the  centre,  my- 
self along  the  side,  for  I was  fishing  with  too 
fine  tackle  to  offer  overmuch  opposition.  In  the 
deep  water  beyond,  where  the  broken  water  ended 
in  a still  reach  of  half  a mile,  about  a hundred 
and  fifty  yards  below  where  my  fish  was  first 
hooked,  came  the  brunt  of  the  battle.  I fought 
him  fair  and  free.  Gradually  his  rushes,  which 
generally  ended  in  a desperate  head-and-tail  rise, 
grew  shorter  and  less  stubborn.  There  was  one 
last  rush,  and  then  I worked  him  into  the  shoal 
water  at  my  feet.  With  a quick  hand  the  gaff 
was  sent  home  deep  in  his  shoulder,  my  hand 
seized  his  gill  cover,  and  the  fight  which  had 
lasted  over  three-quarters  of  an  hour  was  at  an  end. 

For  the  next  half  hour  a damp  but  joyous 
youth,  a mighty  fish,  and  a rapidly  emptying 
whisky  flask  kept  each  other  the  best  of  company 
on  a drv  patch  of  gravel  in  the  centre  of  the 
river.  For  was  there  not  good  cause  for  re- 
joicing ? — the  pointer  on  my  pocket  scales  tipped 
the  121b.  mark  by  a good  4oz.,  and  a five  years’ 
ambition  was  satisfied  in  the  death  of  the  brown 
trout — as  handsome  a specimen  of  S.  Fario  as  I 
ever  met  or  hope  to  meet  in  Tasmanian  waters. 


SCARBOROUGH  AND  WHITBY 
RAILWAY  OFFICIAL  GUIDE. 

This  little  work  would  seem  at  first  glance  to 
be  far  removed  from  matters  piscatorial.  That 
this  is  not  so,  however,  will  be  seen  by  all  anglers 
who  read  it.  A couple  of  pages  are  devoted  to  a 
description  of  the  angling,  both  river  and  sea, 
which  the  district  provides.  Thorney  Beck, 
Harwood  Dale,  and  the  Peak  bring  back  to  many 
memories  of  pleasant  trouting  days.  The  book  is 
nicely  illustrated  by  a few  full-page  photo- 
reproductions of  picturesque  spots  on  this  line, 
and  contains,  besides  a description  of  places  on 
the  route,  suggestions  for  trips,  lists  of  lodgings, 
and  a summer  time  table.  Published  at  the  office 
of  the  Scarborough  Press. 


THE  BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB, 

Limited. 

NEAR  BONNDORF,  BADEN. 

In  our  advertisement  pages  will  be  found  par- 
ticulars of  one  of  the  most  promising  Trout  and 
Grayling  Fishing  Clubs  which  we  know  anything 
about.  We  have  already  published  so  many  un- 
impeachable testimonials  to  the  excellence  of  the 
fishing  both  for  trout  and  grayling  that  we  need 
not  repeat  them.  We  take  the  following  from 
the  prospectus  : 

“ This  company  is  formed  to  acquire  a lease 
from  the  Government  of  Baden  of  the  right  of 
fishing  the  River  Wutach,  in  the  Black  Forest, 
for  forty  miles  from  about  five  miles  above  Boll 
to  its  junction  with  the  Rhine;  and  further,  to 
purchase  as  a going  concern  and  carry  on  as  a 
first-class  hotel  and  clubhouse  the  picturesquely- 
situated  Bad  Boll  Hotel,  together  with  twenty 
acres  of  freehold  land,  a mineral  water  spring, 
and  all  the  live  and  other  stock  and  appurten- 
ances belonging  to  the  estate. 

“The  Wutach  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  trout  and  grayling  streams  in  Europe.  It 
is  about  twenty-five  yards  wide,  with  rock  and 
gravel  bottom,  and  runs  through  the  Bad  Boll 
Estate.  It  contains  an  unusual  quantity  of  fish 
food,  and  is  capable  of  holding  a very  large  stock 
of  fish. 

“ The  Estate,  consisting  of  about  twenty  acres 
of  freehold  land,  is  admirably  situated  2000ft. 
above  the  sea  level,  and  a handsome  and  com- 
modious hotel  and  annexe,  containing  sixty-four 
rooms,  with  seventy  beds  (besides  servants’ 
accommodation),  reception,  and  other  rooms,  a 
dining-room  to  seat  over  100  persons,  and  an 
excellent  bath  house,  with  all  appliances  for  pine, 
medical,  electric,  hot-air,  and  other  baths,  has 
been  built  thereon. 

“ Attached  to  the  hotel  are  a bowling-alley, 
good  stables  and  cow-sheds,  a complete  fish 
breeding  establishment,  an  establishment  for 
bottling  the  natural  mineral  water  (which  is 
extremely  pleasant  drinking)  procured  from  a 
spring  on  the  estate,  and  a michine,  worked  by  a 
turbine,  for  making  wood  shavings  for  packing, 
to  keep  the  hands  employed  during  the  off 
season. 

“ The  hotel  is  lighted  throughout  by  electric 
light  (the  electricity  being  generated  by  water 
power),  and  the  drainage  is  modern  and  good. 

“ Bad  Boll,  situated  as  it  is  at  an  altitude  of 
2000ft.  above  the  sea  level,  and  surrounded  by 
pine  woods,  is  justly  esteemed  as  a health  resort. 
The  journey  from  Neustadt,  on  the  Hollenthal 
railway,  at  present  involves  a drive  of  about  two 
hours  duration.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
the  German  Government  contemplate  opening  a 
railway  station  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Bad 
Boll  can  now  be  reached  in  a little  over  twenty- 
five  hours  from  London,  at  a small  cost,  and  the 
charges  at  the  hotel  will  be  characterised  by 
moderation. 

“ In  the  past  the  hotel  has  been  carried  on  at  a 
profit,  although  the  season  has  been  limited  to 
about  six  weeks  only,  and  the  hotel  and  its  advan- 
tages have  been  little  known.  With  the  support 
of  a number  of  anglers,  the  season  should  be 
extended  to  six  months,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
an  increased  profit  will  be  earned. 

“ Each  subscriber  for  shares,  by  virtue  of  his 
holding,  will  be  entitled  to  the  free  right  of  fish- 
ing, subject  to  bye-laws  which  will  be  formulated 
for  the  proper  and  efficient  working  of  the  club.” 


A LUCKY  DAY. 

Every  one  who  is  a fisherman  can  from  the 
past  recall  such  a day,  to  which  he  looks  back 
with  pleasure  mingled  with  pride,  a day  when 
fortune  smiled  upon  his  efforts,  when  the  trout 
were  summoned  like  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep 
by  the  magic  wielding  of  his  pliant  rod ; a day 
when  the  hardest  casts  were  made  with  ease, 
and  the  lightly  falling  flies  proved  fatal  to  the 
spotted  monarchs  of  the  stream. 

I little  thought  on  that  bright  morning  in 
August,  as  I left  Mundal’s  comfortable  hotel  on 
the  Fjaerland  fjord,  and  pipe  in  mouth  strolled 
along  the  road  up  the  valley , carrying  my  light 
trout  rod,  and  accompanied  by  a small  Norwegian 
boy  with  my  landing-net  and  fishing  bag,  that  I 
was  going  to  enjoy  one  of  the  best  day’s  trout 
fishing  that  I bad  on  the  Mundalen  river  during 
my  stay  in  Norway. 


That  day  proved  worthy  to  be  marked  with  a 
white  stone,  and  recalls  memories  of  a clear  blue 
sky  across  which  the  white  clouds  drifted  lazily, 
and  of  the  rush  and  ripple  of  the  swirling  strea,m, 
hemmed  in  on  either  hand  by  huge  mountains 
rising  from  their  tree-clad  slopes  to  a waste  of 
rock  and  boulder,  with  their  summits  crowned  by 
the  dazzling  snow  and  ice  of  the  everlasting 
glacier. 

As  I walked  up  the  road,  or  rather  mountain 
path,  the  sound  of  distant  waterfalls  adown  the 
mountain  sides  from  the  melting  snow  could  be 
heard  murmuring  in  the  distance,  and  I began 
to  fear  that  the  bright  sun  and  clear  water  would 
be  against  my  chances  of  making  a good  bag  of 
Norwegian  trout.  A native  on  his  way  to  the 
fjord  from  one  of  the  saeters  up  the  valley  saluted 
me  with  the  usual  “goot  dag,”  and  a smile  of 
pitying  contempt  to  see  me  on  my  way  to  catch 
“ fisk”  when  the  water  was  clear  and  bright. 

With  the  natives  the  only  proper  time  co  fish  is 
when  the  river  is  in  full  flood,  bank  high  and  yellow 
with  the  rain  of  several  days.  Then,  armed  with  a 
long  pole,  and  a yard  or  two  of  thick  cord,  with 
brass  wire  for  gut,  and  a large  hook  baited  with 
a bunch  of  worms,  the  wily  native  angles  in  the 
quiet  eddies  of  the  pools.  Any  fish  that  is 
hooked  is  yanked  out  without  ceremony  on  to 
the  bank,  and  the  day’s  catch  is  brought  in  the 
evening  to  the  hotel,  where  fresh  caught  trout 
are  bought  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  “ ore  ” the 
pound,  which  in  English  money  represents  the 
modest  sum  of  2|d. 

When  I arrived  at  the  river’s  edge  I mounted 
a Blue  Upright  for  dropper,  and  a Claret  Spinner, 
with  body  of  stained  gut,  for  tail  fly,  a creation 
of  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  which  proved  most  deadly 
for  sea  and  stream  trout.  After  a few  casts  at 
the  tail  of  a pool  I moved  up  stream,  and  sent 
the  flies  across  the  deeper  water  at  the  head  of 
the  pool ; as  they  came  round  with  the  stream 
a fish  rose  from  behind  a large  submerged  rock, 
but  came  short.  After  a brief  rest  I tried  him 
again,  and  again  he  rose,  this  time  in  earnest, 
and  was  fast  on  the  tail  fly,  and  the  battle  began. 

Up  and  down  he  went,  and  the  reel  hummed 
as  he  took  out  the  line.  Once  he  made  for  the  tail 
end  of  the  pool,  where  the  water  went  rushing 
down  in  a broken  series  of  rapids,  and  once  over 
he  was  bound  to  break  away,  as  1 could  not  move 
from  where  I stood  owing  to  a thick  patch  of 
trees  and  shrubs  which  grew  on  my  left  hand  ; 
so  the  only  thing  was  to  give  him  the  butt,  and 
trust  to  luck.  At  the  edge  of  the  broken  water 
he  wavered,  and  the  strain  proving  too  much  for 
him,  he  headed  up  into  deeper  water  again.  That 
struggle  was  the  beginning  of  the  end,  and  after 
a few  more  rushes  he  was  drawn  within  reach, 
and,  taking  the  landing  net  from  the  boy,  I 
scooped  him  out,  a beautiful  plump  fish  that 
turned  the  scale  at  31b. 

Then  upwards  for  about  eighty  yards  there  was 
a succession  of  long  pools  with  a fair  current 
through  them,  and  here  the  fish  rose  in  the  most 
determined  and  game  fashion,  and  the  fun  was 
fast  and  furious.  Several  times  two  trout  would 
rise  simultaneously,  but  though  more  than  once 
I had  two  on  together,  I never  managed  to  land 
them  both,  for  one  would  wriggle  off  as  the  upper 
one  was  landed,  or  run  foul  of  the  net  and  pull 
the  fly  out  of  his  mouth. 

It  was  at  the  topmost  of  these  pools  that  I had 
the  most  excitiug  ten  minutes’  struggle  with  a 
fish  that  I have  ever  experienced. 

The  stream  ran  very  strong  close  to  the  bank, 
which  was  overgrown  with  tall  shrubs  at  the 
lower  end.  Standing  at  the  head  of  the  pool  I 
fished  the  upper  part  and  caught  two  fair  trout, 
which  were  soon  tired  out  and  netted  as  they  came 
down  with  the  current ; then  fishing  with  a longer 
line,  I let  the  flies  drift  down  the  pool,  and  as  I 
was  on  the  point  of  making  a fresh  cast  there  was 
a swirl  at  the  tail  fly,  and  I was  fast  in  a good 
one. 

For  the  first  five  minutes  I never  saw  him,  as 
he  made  short  rushes  up  and  down  in  the  deep 
water,  occasionally  sulking  behind  a big  rock  ; 
but  gradually  his  efforts  became  weaker,  and  the 
question  about  landing  him  had  to  be  considered. 
Several  times  I tried  to  draw  him  within  reach  of 
the  net,  but  the  force  of  the  current  by  the  bank 
was  so  strong  that  I did  not  dare  with  my  fine 
tackle  to  hold  him  on  the  surface  against  the  rush 
of  the  stream.  In  my  difficulty  1 bethought  me 
of  the  advice  given  by  Izaak  Walton  to  the  Scholar 
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ii  lio  should  chance  to  hook  a fish  he  could  not 
land.  Ilia  advice  was  to  throw  his  rod  into  tho 
water,  and  following  tho  precept  of  tho  groat 
teacher  of  tho  gontlo  art,  1 put  my  rod  into  tho 
current,  and,  running  round  tho  bushes  on  tho 
bank,  picked  it  up  at  tho  tail  of  tho  pool. 

Hy  good  luck  the  fish  was  safe  at  the  other 
end,  and  drawing  him  down  to  tho  shallower 
water,  I landed  him  safely,  a short,  thick  set  fish, 
which  afterwards  turned  tho  scale  at  2Jlb. 

Many  a timo  tho  landing  not  was  brought  into 
{day,  and  the  fish  began  to  weigh  heavy  in  tho 
fishing  bag;  and  when  I came  to  a standstill 
after  tho  last  pool  there  wore  thirty-seven  fish, 
ranging  from  Alb.  to  fill).,  and  a pretty  show  they 
made  laid  out  on  the  green  bank.  Having  packed 
those  into  the  bag  with  some  wet  grass,  I rewarded 
my  follower  with  various  small  silver  coins,  who, 
after  tho  manner  of  the  Norwegian  when  tipped, 
shook  hands  with  me,  and  departed  well  pleased 
with  tho  result  of  his  day’s  attendance. 

Slinging  the  bag  over  my  shoulder  I walked 
back  along  the  mountain  path  through  the  valley 
to  the  hotel,  and  if  I had  met  my  contemptuous 
friend  of  the  morning  I could  have  proved  to  him 
that  there  were  other  times  when  fish  could  be 
caught  besides  those  days  when  the  river  roared 
down  with  its  coloured  waters  in  full  flood. 

However,  1 did  not  meet  him,  and  continued 
my  way  to  the  hotel,  where  I had  a satisfactory 
dish  of  trout  to  show  as  the  result  of  my  lucky 
day  on  the  swirling  Mundalen  river.  B.  P.  F. 


FISHING  ON  THE  USK. 


Now  that  the  fishing  season  has  got  into  full 
play,  the  angler’s  fancy  lightly  turns  to  thoughts 
of  purling  streams  and  bracing  mountain  breezes. 
&ome  possibly  may  be  at  a loss  where  to  go  for  a 
few  days  fishing.  To  such  the  following  remarks 
anent  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Usk  may  not 
prove  unserviceable. 

. The  little  spot  I would  bring  before  their  notice 
lies  about  eight  miles  from  the  town  of  Brecon, 
and  is  known  as  Senny  Bridge,  or  Pontsenny,  in 
the  language  of  the  natives.  It  is  a quaint  little 
village  of  some  200  inhabitants,  nestling  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Welsh  hills,  and  is  comparatively 
unknown  to  the  angling  fraternity. 

Away  in  the  distance  are  seen  the  Breconshire 
Beacons,  towering  to  a height  of  3000ft.,  and 
seeming  to  look  down  upon  its  surroundings  with 
an  air  of  lofty  contempt.  The  angler,  if  not 
master  of  his  time,  had  better  take  train  from 
Brecon,  otherwise  he  might  drive  over  as  charm- 
ing a bit  of  country  as  can  be  found  in  South 
Wales.  Senny  Bridge  reached,  he  would  do  well 
to  inquire  for  Mr.  Tom  Powell,  of  the  Rocking 
Castle,  whose  life-long  experience  of  the  neigh- 
bouring streams  cannot  but  prove  of  untold 
service  to  a stranger.  A remarkable  feature  of 
the  place  is  the  number  of  trout  streams  with 
which  it  abounds.  Within  easy  walking  distance 
of  the  village  there  are  no  less  than  half-a-dozen, 
all  of  which  afford  excellent  sport. 

The  Gray,  in  particular,  is  an  ideal  stream  from 
the  angler  s point  of  view.  Here  and  there  it 
glides  smoothly  through  the  bosom  of  some  green 
meadow  land ; but  for  the  greater  part  of  its 
career  it  flows  oyer  a rough  bed,  tumbling  wildly 
against  obstructive  rocks  and  boulders,  and 
forming  numerous  miniature  cascades,  over 
which  the  trees,  from  the  impending  banks, 
throw  their  broad,  balancing  boughs.  From  the 
latter  circumstance  it  presents  opportunities  for 
sport  even  during  drought-stricken  seasons,  such 
as  we  experienced  last  year.  Moreover,  its  deep, 
dark  pools,  abounding  with  intertwisted  roots, 
constitute  a natural  preservative  which  defies  all 
the  arts  of  the  netter,  net  he  never  so  wisely. 

Trout  from  31b.  to  51b.  are  frequently  taken  in 
this  stream.  Recently  one  was  captured  with 
trolling  tackle  which  turned  the  scales  as  7£lb. 
lish  between  T^lb.  and  lib.  are  abundant. 
Altogether,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  who, 
under  favourable  conditions,  cannot  make  a 
basket  of  say  121b.  on  this  water  may  rest  assured 
that  he  was  not,  in  the  words  of  Izaak  Walton 
“ born  to  it.”  ’ 

About  ten  minutes’  walk  from  the  village  there 
is  to  be  seen  on  the  Usk  one  of  the  finost  salmon 
leaps  in  the  whole  country.  It  is  known  as  the 
Pantscallog  Falls.  In  early  autumn,  after  heavy 
rains,  it  is  a pretty  sight  to  watch  those  finny 


rnonarchs  making  the  ascent.  I am  almost  afraid 
to  mention  tho  number  I have  seen  leaping  out  of 
the  water  in  the  short  space  of  half-an-hour,  in 
ca.se  those  of  your  readers  who  have  never 
witnessed  the  like  may  consider  it  too  great  a 
tax  on  their  credulity.  These  falls  are  interest- 
ing  from  another  reason.  The  fishing  at  and 
about  this  portion  of  the  river  is  let  to  Madame 
I’atti,  who,  it  is  not  generally  known,  is  quite  an 
adept  in  the  gentle  art.  Indeed,  such  an  enthu- 
siast is  she  that,  when  home  at  Craig-y-Nos 
Lastlo,  she  will,  often  four  days  out  of  the  week, 
drive  here  over  six  miles  of  wild  and  mountainous 
country  for  a few  hours’  fishing.  The  Usk, 
from  the  village  down,  barring  intervals  of 
private  water,  is  strictly  preserved  by  a board 
of  conservators.  Some  idea  of  the  importance 
they  attach  to  this  locality  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that,  during  the  spawning 
season,  never  less  than  half-a-dozen  water  bailiffs 
are  stationed  here.  The  terms  to  anglers,  com- 
pared with  other  rivers,  are  moderate  in  the 
extreme.  For  a guinea,  tickets  may  be  obtained 
covering  the  season,  which  commences  early  in 
February  and  closes  with  September.  Tickets 
for  shorter  periods  may  be  had  at  reduced  rates. 
For  salmon  fishing  the  tickets  cost  just  double 
those  for  trout.  But,  as  before  remarked,  there 
are  streams  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  on 
which  the  fishing  is  practically  open,  and  these 
the  angler  may  “ whip  ” to  his  heart’s  content 
with  little  fear  of  being  molested  by  the  farmers. 
He  will  do  well,  however,  to  bear  in  mind  the 
following  excellent  bit  of  advice,  given  in  a very 
old  treatise  on  fishing : “ Take  good  hede  that 
in  going  about  your  disporLes  ye  open  no  man’s 
gates  but  that  ye  shet  them  again.”  T.  J.  E. 


THE  ALLIGATOR  AND  “ MUSK " 
INDUSTRIES. 

By  J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

Teeth  or  Ivory. 

By  burying  the  dead  head  of  the  alligator, 
and  subsequent  to  its  thus  rotting,  gradually 
loosens  the  teeth,  the  largest  of  which  take 
about  seventy  to  make  up  a pound  of  “ ivory,” 
whilst  of  the  smaller  ones  from  150  to  200  are 
necessary. 

However,  as  hunters  only  got  (1890)  from  4s.  to 
8s.  per  pound  for  such  teeth,  this  trade  is  unre- 
munerative,  and  hence  but  little  pushed  or 
developed. 

Alligator  Fat  and  Oil. 

About  the  intestines  of  the  alligator  fat  accu- 
mulates, which,  if  boiled  down  into  an  oil,  may  be 
used  in  lamps,  but  it  burns  with  a very  disagree- 
able smell. 

Alligator  Flesh. 

Having  a tough,  greasy,  fish-oily  or  mushy 
taste,  the  flesh  of  the  alligator  is  not  generally 
liked. 

When  Hamlet  challenged  Laertes  to  “eat  a 
crocodile,”  probably  Shakespeare  thought  the 
meal  almost  an  impossible  one. 

Alligator’s  Musk. 

The  alligator,  from  glands  under  and  about  its 
throat  secretes  a mushy  fluid,  which  is  supposed  to 
act  as  bait  to  attract  fish. 

Musk. 

Various  animals,  like  the  musk-deer,  the  musk- 
buffalo,  the  musk-rat,  the  musk-ox,  the  musk- 
duck,  as  well  as  some  other  birds  and  insects, 
secrete  a “ musk.” 

Darwin,  in  his  “ Descent  of  Man,”  seriously 
dwelt  upon  this  subject  of  musk  - bearing 
animals. 

The  Australian  male  musk-duck  ( Biziura 
lobata),  often  twice  the  size  of  the  female  bird, 
during  the  breeding  season  has  this  odour  so 
strongly,  that  its  musk  scent  can  be  smelt  long 
before  the  male  bird  is  seen.  Similarly,  the 
Guiana  web- footed  wild  musk-ducks  (Cairina 
moscliota ) have  a musk  secretion. 

_ On  the  banks  of  the  Plata,  Darwin  noticed  the 
air  scented  with  the  odour  of  the  male  Oervus 
campestris — a kind  of  deer — at  half  a milo  lee- 
ward of  the  herd. 

He  carried  homo  a skin  in  a silk  handkerchief, 
which,  though  often  used  and  washod,  neverthe- 
less for  one  year  and  seven  months  retained, 
when  first  unfolded,  traces  of  tho  musky  odour. 


In  castrated  animals  this  scent  is  checked,  even 
if  the  secretion  comes  from  tear  sacs  or  sub- 
obital  parts  in  tho  face,  as  in  some  deer, 
antelopes,  sheep,  goats,  &c. 

In  the  adult  male  musk  - deer  ( Moschue 
moschifrirous)  a naked  space  round  the  tail  is 
bedewed  with  an  oderiferous  fluid. 

In  some  male  animals  these  glands  are  large 
and  complex,  furnished  with  muscles  to  evert  the 
sack,  and  to  close  or  open  the  orifice. 

These  glands  are  sexual  in  character,  aiding 
the  males  thereby  to  win  the  females. 

In  most  musk-bearing  animals  the  musk 
glands  are  confined  to  the  males,  or  else  are  much 
less  developed  in  the  females. 

During  the  breeding  season  these  glands  are 
most  active.  Thus  at  this  period,  in  the  male 
elephant,  glands  on  the  side  of  its  face  enlarge 
and  emit  a secretion  with  a strong  musky  odour. 

In  the  male  musk-deer  is  a viscid  fluid,  drying 
up  as  a brown  powder  of  a slightly  bitter  taste, 
but  with  a remarkably  powerful  persistent  pene- 
trating perfume. 

Of  course  one  must  not  confuse  musk  with  the 
protective  but  overwhelming  odour  of  the  skunk, 
the  “musk”  tortoise  (or  “stink-pot”),  &c., 
smells  emitted  exclusively  in  self-defence  to  keep 
off  enemies. 

Musk  Adulterations. 

To  the  musk  of  commerce  fraudulent  additions 
of  dried  bullock’s  blood,  bone  black,  fat,  hairs, 
chocolate,  &c.,  to  the  extent  of  25  to  75  per  cent, 
of  the  gross  weight  of  this  mixture  are  common. 

In  this  trade  trick  or  “ art  ” the  Chinese  are 
adepts. 

Artificial  Musks. 

Various  artificial  musks  are  chemically  manu- 
factured by  the  addition  of  nitric  acid  to  oil  of 
amber  (made  from  amber  by  distillation),  or  to 
fetid  animal  oils  digested  in  alcohol,  &c. 

Musk  Seeds. 

Musk  seeds  or  amber  seeds  come  from  a plant 
which  is  cultivated  in  most  warm  countries. 
These  seeds  have  a musky  odour  and  are  often 
used  to  perfume  pomatum.  The  Arabs  mix  them 
with  their  coffee. 

Many  plants,  like  the  musk  root  ( Sumbul ), 
have  strong  musky  odours. 

Uses  of  Musk. 

Musk  forms  the  basis  of  many  perfumes,  of 
which  it  is  the  strongest  and  most  lasting. 

In  medicine  it  is  employed  as  a diffusible 
stimulant,  antispasmodic,  &c. 


YORKSHIRE  ANGLER’S  GUIDE. 


The  second  edition  (1894)  of  this  admirable 
guide  to  the  whole  of  the  fishings  on  the  York- 
shire rivers,  by  Tom  Bradley,  is  now  before  us. 
Those  who  have  not  seen  it,  should  at  once 
(without  further  delay)  send  Is.  8d.  to  20, 
Green’s-court,  Briggate,  Leeds — especially  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  anglers  are  asking 
themselves  the  question,  “ Where  shall  I spend 
my  holiday  ? ” In  the  “ Prefatory  Note  ” we  are 
told  that : “ This  work  originally  formed  a series 
of  successful  articles  which  appeared  weekly, 
from  April  to  November,  1892,  in  the  columns  of 
that  high-class  angling  journal,  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Since  that  time,  those  articles  have 
been  carefully  revised  and  corrected,  and  are  now 
presented  to  the  angling  public  in  a collective 
form.”  True,  that  the  “ Angler’s  Diary  ” (price 
Is.  6d.)  contains  a vast  amount  of  information 
respecting  the  fishing  in  Yorkshire — but  Tom 
Bradley  has  thoroughly  mastered  his  subject,  and 
from  “ A ” to  “ Y ” (there  is  no  “ Z ”),  commenc- 
ing with  “ Aire  ” and  ending  with  “ Yafforth,” 
there  is  every  detail  likely  to  be  of  use  to  those 
who  live  in  Yorkshire,  or  to  those  who  are 
looking  forward  for  a few  days  (or  weeks) 
sport  on  some  of  the  celebrated  rivers  in 
the  largest  county  of  England.  A well-executed 
map  accompanies  the  “ Guide  ” (drawn  to 
scale),  showing  most  clearly  the  rivers  and 
railways,  and  after  “ surveying  ” it,  and  reading 
of  the  sport  to  be  obtained  in  Y orkshire,  tho  only 
regret  is  that  Middlesex  is  loss  favourably 
situated  than  Lincolnshire,  Nottingham,  Derby- 
shire, Lancashire,  and  Westmoreland.  Bo  that 
as  it  may,  tho  iron  horse  will  waft  tho  wieldors  of 
tho  stool  hook  to  tho  land  of  silvorn  fish,  at  a 
cheap  rato  and  in  tho  shortost  possible  tiuio. 
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Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

TO  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  tho  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  755  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ „ Putney.  ...  1 75  „ „ Richmond. 

45  „ „ Hammersmith.  ")B0  „ „ Twickenham. 

50  „ „ Barnes.  (85  ,,  ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  bo  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

8 53  

Evening 

Sunday,'  „ 29  

10.11  

Monday,  ,,  30  

— 

Tuesday,  ,,  31  

0.12  

0.43 

Wednesday,  Aug.  1 

Thursday,  „ 2 

Friday,  ,,  3 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pdlborodgh. 

Morning.  Evening. 


Saturday, 

July  28  

10.12 

Sunday, 

„ 29  

Monday, 

„ 30  

12.14  

These  time3  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— From  the  returns 
of  sport  which  have  been  received  on  the  last  week’s  fishing  it 
would  appear  the  barbel  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  James 
Haslett,  whose  name  in  the  present  day  is  seldom  associated  with 
the  results  of  Thames  fishing,  writing  from  Dockett  Point,  says  : 
“ The  barbel  are  now  well  on  the  feed  if  you  know  of  any  gentle- 
man that  would  come  and  try  for  them.”  I have  been  frequently 
asked  the  question  how  it  is  that  one  never  hears  of  those  great 
takes  of  barbel  and  bream  by  the  hundredweight  that  were 
formerly  placed  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  M.  H.  Blarney,  Mr.  John 
Knechtli,  and  others.  The  only  answer  I can  give  is  that  I do  not 
think  there  are  the  same  class  of  anglers  so  much  frequent- 
ing the  Thames  at  the  present  time  and  going  in  for  that  kind  of 
sport.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  first  of  all  going  to  considerable 
expense  in  getting  worms  from  the  Nottingham  factors,  and 
having  the  swims  well  baited  beforehand,  and  in  regard  to  that 
I am  speaking  from  experience.  My  correspondent  from  Walton, 
in  reporting  this  week  a fairly  good  take  of  barbel,  adds  the 
following  item  ; “ This  is  the  result  of  baiting  a swim  in  a proper 
manner.  I am  afraid  the  fishermen  do  not  study  their  customers 
as  they  should  do."  It  may  not  be  so  much  the  fault  of  the 
fishermen,  as  they  have  no  prospect  of  baiting  a swim  to  suit  a 
chance  angler— it  is  a work  of  preparation,  and  the  angler  before- 
hand must  give  timely  notice  of  his  intention,  and  if  necessary 
procure  worms  for  the  purpose  of  baiting.  At  the  present  time, 
with  so  much  rain,  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  plenty 
of  worms,  and  the  fishermen  ought  to  be  well  supplied  with 
them.  And  then  in  fishing,  the  worms  ought  to  be  nicely  pre- 
pared, as  I was  told  once  by  the  famous  Nottingham  George 
that  was  his  great  secret  in  barbel  fishing,  and  I cannot  forget 
his  remark : 11  We  like  our  food  nice  and  clean,  and  why  should 
not  the  fish  be  the  same?” — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  during  the  week,  has 
taken  twenty-six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  six  bream ; and 
Lotan  Haekett,  twenty-seven  and  a half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
seven  barbel,  four  chub,  and  one  jack. — B. 

Datchet. — The  water  is  in  very  fair  order ; barbel  and  chub 

are  feeding  pretty  well.  I was  out  for  an  hour  yesterday  evening, 
caught  five  barbel  and  one  chub ; another  evening  I was  out  with 
my  brother  for  a short  time,  had  three  barbel  and  some  roach  and 
dace.  My  senior  had  a barbel  on  for  some  time ; I saw  the  fish 
once,  about  91b.  or  101b.,  he  broke  away.  Other  amateurs  doing 
fairly  well. — G.  Lumsden. 

(Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  says  : “ We  are 

getting  some  very  good  roach,  and  one  day  I had  five  barbel,  the 
largest  71b.  The  bank  anglers  in  night  fishing  have  been  catching 
some  barbel.  The  water  is  low  and  bright.” — B. 

( Kingston). — J ohn  Johnson  has  compiled  a total  of  twenty- 

six  barbel,  four  chub,  nine  perch,  three  bream  (the  largest  41b.), 
and  one  brace  of  jack.  John  Knight,  thirty  barbel,  fifteen  fine 
chub,  four  jack,  nineteen  perch,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace; 
J,  Wilkes,  twenty-four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  twenty  perch, 
nine  barbel,  and  eight  bream  ; N.  Bolton,  in  four  days,  seventeen 
jack,  eight  barbel,  and  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. — -B. 

Marlow. — On  Friday  last  a local  angler,  Mr.  Green,  had 

a nice  show  of  barbel,  including  one  of  71b.  l:3oz.  in  grand  copdi- 
tion,  all  taken  legering  with  worm.  W.  Lloyd  out  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  with  two  gentlemen  staying  at  the  Ship,  took  a nice 
assortment,  including  a very  fine  dace.  The  same  fisherman  out 
with  me  on  Monday  ugain  showed  good  form,  taking  perch,  jack, 
and  roach.  The  Mr.  U reen  before  mentioned,  with  his  friend  Mr, 
Judge,  gave  me  a call  last  (Wednesday)  evening,  and  showed 
some  nice  barbel  up  to  3Jlb.  each.  The  fish  seem  moving  all 
round  for  those  who  know  where,  when,  and  how  to  find  them.— 
C.  L.  Mathews. 

(Richmond).  — The  fishermen,  on  inquiring  for  the 

results  of  their  doings,  say,  “ There  are  plenty  of  fish,  and  we 
want  gentlemen  to  come  and  catch  them.” — B. 

(Shepperton). — Mr.  Palmer  and  son  fishing  one  day  with 

George  Rosewell  took  ten  barbel,  of  about  31b.  each,  and  some 
bream  and  dace,  and  the  next  day,  trouting,  caught  a nice  fish  of 
SJlb.— B. 

— — - (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  the  week,  have 
taken  forty-six  barbel,  eighteen  chub,  twelve  bream,  eighteen 
perch,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Bolt  in  two  days, 
with  Edward  Clarke,  sixty-three  barbel  and  eight  dozen  of  roach 
and  dacm  and  a trout  of  3|lb. — B. 

(Staines). — John  Keene,  jun,,  has  been  out  seven  days, 

and  taken  1801b.  of  barbel,  chub,  and  dace — bis  best  day  being 
with  Mr.  Crisp,  taking  611b.  Charles  Hone,  on  Thursday  last,  got 
a splendid  trout,  of  81b.,  and  some  fine  barbel. — B. 

(TecLding-ton).— The  only  return  is  that  of  W.  McBride, 

who  in  three  days  has  taken  thirteen  barbel  and  a jack  of  5Jlb. 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  doing  well  with  roach,  dace,  bream, 
and  barbel;  one  of  these  men  got  a carp  of  4Jlb.— B. 

Twickenham. — Samuel  Colo,  in  two  days,  twelve  barbel 

and  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  John  Spong,  in  three  days, 
with  Mr.  Gomm,  fifty-eight,  barbel;  and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Islip,  fifteen  barbel.  Mr.  Clarke,  in  four  days,  601b.  of  roach, 
dace,  and  bream.  John  Dunn,  in  one  day,  a bream  of  21b.,  a 
perch  of  141b.,  nine  barbel  (the  largest  71b.),  and  six  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  H.  Spiers  has  a result  of  twenty  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  three  barbel.  J.  Coxen,  in  one  and  a half  days,  ten 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  four  barbel ; and  T.  Augur,  in 
three  days,  two  hundred  and  fifty  roach  and  dace,  and  three 
barbel. — B. 


Thames  (Walton). — R.  Whatford,  one  day  with  a gentleman 
nine  barbel,  largest  51b. ; anothor  day,  nineteen  bream,  largest 
41b.,  and  a barbel  of  21b.;  unother  day,  with  Mr.  Girling,  five 
bream,  two  perch,  and  five  dozen  roach  and  dace.  H.  Searlo,  in 
one  day  withtwo  gentlemivn,  seven  dozen  roach  and  dace  and  four 
bream  (the  largest  41b.);  another  day,  with  Mr  Harrison  and 
friend,  eighteen  bream  and  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Palmer,  three  barbel  (the  largest  41b.)  and  four 
bream;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Colson,  three  hream  and 
eighteen  roach  (the  largest  gib).  John  Hone,  one  day,  fishing 
with  Mr.  Randall,  three  barbel  (the  largest  31b.).  A.  Lavoy,  one 
day,  fishing  with  two  ladies  and  a gentlemen,  nine  dozen  of 
roach,  dace,  and  bream  (tho  largest  bream  241b.).  A boy,  flBhing 
from  the  bank  for  jack,  caught  a nice  trout’ of  5Jlb.  J'.  Savage, 
in  a punt  fishing  by  himself,  sixteen  barbel  (seven  of  the  largest 
weighing  211b.). — B. 

Windsor  District. — Water  here  still  freBh  and  in  good 

order  for  all-round  angling,  though  absence  of  sun  interferes 
with  successful  chub  fishing,  which  should  now  be  good.  Cheese 
used  float  fishing  should  answer  when  chub  will  not  come  at  the 
fly  or  gentles.  Barbel  are  Btill  shy,  but  a very  handsome  fish  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Park-street,  Windsor,  it  weighed 
71b.  15oz.,  and  was  canght  with  a good-sized  dace  whilst  live  bait 
fishing.  Acting  on  tho  suggestion  of  Mr.  Howlett,  of  Eton,  the 
secretary  to  the  local  club,  that  the  fish  should  be  put  back,  Mr. 
Roberts  at  once  acquiesced,  and  being  taken  to  Windsor  Bridge, 
a dose  of  brandy  was  adminstered,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  it 
came  round  and  swam  off  well.  It  is  a pity  more  do  not  follow 
such  examples,  considering  how  worthless  these  fish  are  for  the 
table.  Some  years  back  I was  fishing  with  the  late  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  of  the  Field , in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge,  and  when  we 
had  done  he  had  every  fish,  ranging  from  21b.  to  51b.,  put  back  to 
afford  sport  to  others.  Though  gross  weight  fishing  is  recognised 
now  by  but  few  clubs,  it  is  quite  time  they,  too,  came  over  to  the 
majority,  and  gave  their  prizes  for  specimen  fish  only.  The 

erch  appear  to  be  coming  on  again,  and  I hear  some  nice  ones 

ave  been  taken,  and  am  told  of  the  locale  of  some  beauties.  Mt. 
Williams,  of  Eton,  whilst  roach  fishing,  hooked  and  landed  a 
nice  eel  just  over  21b.,  and  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Eton,  has  had  a barbel 
of  4flb.  Several  other  small  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  had,  the  latter  with  flies. — B.  B.  B. 

Ancliolme  District. — Water  as  a rule  remains  rather  clear, 
except  where  the  large  shoals  of  hream  discolour  it.  Weed 
cutting  is  now  going  on,  so  after  a few  days  fishing  will  be  easier. 
Mr.  Yernon,  of  Gainsboro’,  had  10]b.  of  bream  one  day  near 
Hinnitt's  Bridge,  and  Messrs.  Parker  and  Parkin,  of  Sheffield, 
had  a lot  of  good  roach ; these  fish  are  now  feeding  more  freely, 
owing  probably  to  recent  rains. — T.  Ford. 

Cobden's  Hotel,  (Capel  Curig.) — On  July  25  Mr.  H. 
Finch  killed  a dozen  nice  fish  in  Capel  Curig  Lakes  ; and  in 
Ogwen  Lake  Mr.  Chubb  got  three  dozen  trout,  one  a splendid 
fish  of  41b. — F.  C. 

Cornish  Streams.— Very  little  legitimate  success  has  been 
got  in  the  Camel  during  the  past  week,  but  lots  of  fish  have  been 
produced  somehow.  Since  the  decision  relating  to  the  fish  pass 
at  Dunmeer,  by  which  the  Bodmin  Waterworks  Company  will  be 
fined  £300  if  it  is  not  completed  within  three  months,  anglers 
have  been  jubilant  over  the  prospect  of  ultimate  good  fishing  in 
the  higher  waters.  A splendid  lot  of  salmon  have  been  caught  in 
the  nets  at  Fowey  and  Lostwithiel,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  rain 
of  Sunday  very  little  has  been  done  up  to  to-day  (Wednesday). 
Before  the  rain  sport  was  only  fair,  hut  there  is  a capital  stock  of 
salmon  and  peal  in  the  river.  Very  few  migratory  fish  appear  to 
be  using  the  Tamar,  but,  except  at  Latchley  Weir,  it  is  difficult  to 
know  what  fish  are  here.  Trout  fishing  is  very  good  every- 
where.—Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen). — Grayling  have  been  doing  well  during  last 
week  with  worm,  some  baskets  of  31b.  to  41b.  being  got;  also  the 
trout  are  rising  better  in  the  day.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
river  is  flooded  and  discploured,  and  David  Roberts  had  (ilb.  of 
trout;  also  Capt.  Drummond  and  Mr.  Walthawhad  some  very 
nice  fish ; Mr.  Walthaw  is  doing  good  work  with  the  pike,  killing 
two  to  three  a day  with  Archer  Spinner.— Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— Notwithstanding  the  heavy 
rain,  we  have,  as  yet,  had  very  little  fresh  down,  and  the  river 
continues  low,  but  good  sport  with  jack  continues,  better  indeed 
than  we  have  had  for  a long  time  past. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Pretty  good  sport  has  been  tho 
rule  this  last  week,  i.e.,  up  to  the  time  of  the  flood.  (We  have 
actually  had  a “spate”  that  has  stopped  angling  operations,  this 
for  the  first  time  for  two  years  past!)  Mr.  W.  G.  Need  took  five 
brace  (all  over  Jib.  each)  on  Thursday  last,  mostly  with  the  Light 
Bumble ; Dr.  Fletcher,  jun.,  has  also  done  well  of  late  on  tho 
Dttoxeter  water.  Mr.  Nuttall,  two,  on  the  Birdsgrini,  one  dish  of 
four  and  a half  brace  being  a very  good  take,  the  fish  being  a good 
weight. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— The  rivers 
are  so  low  that  trout  fishing  is  quite  in  abeyance.  Numbers  of 
sewin  are  still  being  taken  by  net  below  the  weirs  after  each  tide. 
We  want  a good  hoavy  rain  for  a renewal  of  sport. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Some  very  good  catches  of  brown  trout  have 
been  made  in  Rusward  Dam  during  the  week,  but  elsewhere  sport 
has  been  very  poor.  A great  number  of  salmon  and  salmon  trout 
have  got  well  up  into  the  river,  hut  a good  flood  is  yet  wanted 
before  there  can  be  much  sport. — J.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Rain  is  still  tho  leading  featuro, 
and  yesterday  the  river  was  discoloured  and  2ft.  higher.  Some 
very  good  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Brampford  Waters,  Mr. 
J.  Cowen  having  two  and  a half  brace;  Mr.  G.  Snell,  two  brace; 
Mr.  G.  Taylor  one  brace;  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  four  brace. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  waters  of  this 
district  are  much  improved  by  the  recent  rains,  but  they  havenot  yet 
filled  up  some  of  the  drains  to  their  normal  height.  The  work  of 
cutting  the  weeds  progresses  very  slowly,  and  there  is  yet  much 
water  practically  unavailable  for  angling  purposes.  These  waters, 
however,  are  full  of  fish— pike,  perch,  roach,  and  tench  chiefly — 
and  therefore  capital  sport  is  likely  to  be  available  in  them  in  the 
near  future.  Local  sportsmen,  in  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  are 
getting  from  one  place  or  other  some  capital  bags — Kill),  to  20lb.  at  a 
sitting  sometimes.  Some  capital  sport  is  now  being  got  about 
Fletlaud  Mill  on  the  Glenn  in  the  Bourne  District. — Limpet 

Idle  (North  Notts).  — The  showery  weather  ought  to 
improve  the  angling  on  the  Idle,  but  I hear  the  roach  are  dis- 
inclined to  feed.  Several  dishes  of  grayling,  however,  have  to  be 
recorded  from  the  waters  above  Eaton,  as  well  as  nice  lots  of  trout, 
taken  chiefly  with  gentles.  Several  brace  of  trout  have  also  been 
again  got  from  the  river  about  Bollam.  Dace  have  been  caught  in 
the  river,  and  some  local  anglers  have  landed  some  good  chub 
from  tho  Stockwitb  Canal.  The  canal  is  somewhat  weedy,  and  so 
are  some  parts  of  the  river.  Warnings  do  not  appear  to  avail 
much  with  trespassers,  for  there  are  cases  pending  in  the  police 
court.  It  is  to  be  hoped  more  care  will  be  taken,  or  the  privilege 
for  strangers  may  bo  withdrawn  altogether. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— After  a long  spell 
of  bad  sport  trout  begin  to  rise  to  the  fly  in  tho  evenings.  Mr. 
Bently,  St.  Ann’s-on-the-Sea,  had  a fine  brace,  onepb.,  the  other 
lib.,  with  a Hare’s  Ear,  the  other  evening.  From  now  till  the  end 
of  August  they  generally  take  freely,  the  flies  being  Blue  Bottle, 
Quill  Gnat,  and  Cinnamon. — W.  H. 

Lea  and  Stort. — As  far  as  the  state  of  the  water  is  concerned 
both  rivers  are  in  the  best  possible  fishing  condition.  There  has 
just  been  rain  enough  to  keep  tho  water  the  right  height  and  a 


good  colour,  and  sport  would  have  been  good  in  a corresponding 
degree  if  the  weather  had  been  more  seasonable.  As  it  is,  the 
nights  and  mornings  have  been  sadly  too  cold  for  July.  Tho  fish, 
in  consequence,  have  fed  but  badly,  or,  at  the  best,  have  been  very 
uncertain.  Tottenham. — Some  few  hream  and  a fairish  lot  of 
roach  have  been  had  both  from  the  old  river  and  the  Barge  Canal. 
Waltham  Abbey. — Nothing  particular  has  been  done.  A few 
roach  and  a bream  or  two,  small  jack  and  perch  have  been  in 
evidence.  The  season  for  the  latter  will  open  on  Wednesday 
next,  when  prospects  are  good.  I shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  the 
question  of  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  Stort  being  settled  shortly. 
It  is  the  general  opinion  at  Roydon  and  district  that  Mr.  Davis 
has  the  sole  right. — Spliced  Joint. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  rather  clear;  weather 
fine;  good  fishing.  Some  very  good  dace  have  been  taken  during 
this  week.  Every  accommodation  can  be  had  at  the  Ram  Hotel. 
—I.  Rolph. 

Lug-g-  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  streams  are  in 
fishing  order.  Trout  and  grayling  have  moved  well  at  the  fly. 
Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  better,  the  fish  taking  it  well.  The 
Pinsley  is  now  in  good  fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — These  rivers 
have  a fresh  of  8in.  or  9in.  of  stained  water  to-day  (Wednesday), 
which  will  freshen  them  and  bring  the  fish  better  on  the  feed.  The 
prospects  of  sport  coming  week  very  good.  The  fish  have  not  been 
rising  at  all  well.  Very  few  rods  out. — R.T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  in  very  good  condition, 
having  fined  down  from  the  recent  rains.  Only  a few  good 
takes,  and  those  of  roach  and  bream.  Successful  baits  have  been 
gentles  and  lobs.  If  the  weather  continues  as  at  present,  there 
ought  to  be  a good  account  for  next  week. — R.  E-  W, 

Nene  (Peterborough!.). — The  weather  has  been  suitable  for 
anglers,  and  many  have  been  out.  Mr.  Lewis-Smith  caught  a 
bream  of  41b.  7oz..  and  Mr.  Powell  one  over  51b.,  near  the 
boat  yard. 

Ouse  (Denver). — This  (Thursday)  morning  brings  us  a most 
welcome  change,  in  succession  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  and 
makes  angling  prospects  brighter,  the  doings  here  during  the 
the  last  week  are  very  meagre.  Three  Londoners  were  down  on 
July  22,  but  nothing  of  importance  was  done,  After  the  storm  of 
Tuesday  night  the  river  appeared  perfect.  About  dusk  quantities 
of  fish  were  rising. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  recent  rains  have  greatly  im- 
proved sport ; roach  and  bream  are  feeding  well,  and  anglers  are 
having  a good  time  of  it  at  present.  Mr.  T.  Fovargue,  fishing 
on  the  24th,  took  about  two  dozen  roach,  but  about  two-thirds 
were  returned,  not  being  up  to  the  Thames  standard,  which 
should  be  followed  by  other  anglers.  Some  good  rudd  have  also 
been  taken  by  local  anglers.  Prospects  very  good,  and  no  time 
should  be  lost.— H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  recent  rains  have  added  a little 
colour  to  the  water,  which  is  now  in  the  very  pink  of  condition, 
and  in  consequence  fish  are  feeding  nicely  all  along  the  river. 
Some  very  good  bags  of  bream  and  roach  have  been  had,  the  fish 
running  a good  size.  Rudd  have  also  been  in  a taking  humour, 
the  best  flrh  of  the  week  was  caught  in  the  Hartford  waters  and 
scaled  over  21b.  Anglers  who  contemplate  visiting  this  river 
should  at  once  avail  themselves  of  the  present  favourable  con- 
ditions.— B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Very  fair  sport  has  been  had  lately  with 
bream  and  roach,  especially  from  my  landing  stage.  Mr.  Scard 
this  morning  caught  a splendid  lot,  and  some  visitors  staying 
with  me  have  also  been  very  successful  lately.  Several 
nice  bream  caught  to-day  (Wednesday)  close  by  by  some  of  my 
visitors,  up  to  31b.,  and  a large  number  of  small  roach,  but  all 
under  £lb.  The  river  is  in  splendid  condition  and  fish  are  feeding 
freely. — Wm.  Nash. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  has  morejcolour  now.  and  is  as  near 
perfection  as  we  shall  get  it.  Fishing  with  Mr.  Silas  three  days 
good  takes  of  roach  and  bream  each  day,  Tuesday  in  particular, 
when  we  took  over  401b.  of  bream  before  mid-day,  largest  3£lb., 
gentles  being  the  most  enticing  bream  baits  I think  accounts 
for  that.  I also  hear  of  some  nice  chub  taken  here  by  our  curate. 
— A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  just  enough  rain  to  enable  some 
of  the  peel  to  get  over  the  weirs,  and  the  rivers  are  in  splendid 
condition.  Several  good  takes  of  peel  and  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  recorded,  one  trout  being  3£lb.  weight  was  taken  in  the 
Avon  by  a gentleman  staying  from  London.  Up  to  tho  present 
time  the  average  size  of  the  trout  taken  is  about  double  to  wliat 
it  was  last  year.  The  alleged  destruction  by  dynamite  on  the 
Avon  is  not  as  much  as  we  anticipated.  I see  that  they  have  had 
a meeting  of  landed  proprietors  to  try  and  improve  the  fishing 
on  this  river.  This  is  a step  in  the  right  direction.  The  cad  has 
been  affording  capital  sport.  Yesterday  six  or  seven  rods  were  on 
the  higher  waters  by  Plym  steps,  and  all  had  good  baskets,  fine 
fish,  not  sprats.  Peel  have  been  seen  up  aR  high  as  Cadover 
Bridge. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  heavy  rains  which  have  fallen 
in  this  district  of  late  have  had  a very  beneficial  effect  on  the 
streams,  and  sport  all  round  should  bo  considerably  benefited 
thereby.  Roach  have  been  taking  the  maggot  fairly  well,  while 
numbers  of  pike  have  fallen  victims  to  the  spinning  bait.  Dace 
are  abundant,  and  maybe  captured  either  with  the  bottom  bait  or 
fly.  Trout  fishing  has  been  unprofitable,  but  a few  good  fish  are 
to  be  found  at  the  headu  of  the  fords,  where  spinning  with  the 
natural  minnow  after  the  fresh  water  should  be  successful.— 
PlSCATOR. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).— 

During  the  last  few  days  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled.  A 
visitor  here  captured  in  two  days  so  many  trout,  grayling,  and 
other  fish  in  the  River  Vyrnwy,  near  Llanymynech,  that  he  was 
compelled  to  distribute  many  of  them  amongst  the  villagers,  who, 
of  course,  are  devoutly  wishing  he  will  soon  pay  another  visit  to 
this  favourite  angling  station. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley. — The  late  heavy  rainfall  has  risen  the  Ley 
splendidly,  and  grand  fishing  is  still  taking  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Knott,  London,  had  ten  days  excellent  fishing,  taking  often  seven 
and  eight  a day,  largest  !)£lb.  Dr.  Winstanley,  Surrey,  took  ten 
first  day,  largest  5£lb.  Messrs.  Innes  Brothers,  Bath,  amongst 
theirs  took  one  pike  of  81b.,  another  91b.  Excellent  for  spinning. 
The  take  of  perch  and  roach  by  Mrs.  Knott  were  very  great.— 
Joseph  Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow). — Several  anglers  had  fish  from  hero  on 
July  22.  Messrs.  E.  Wild,  41b.;  F.  Wood,  21b.;  and  W.  S.  Wood 
31b.  of  roach.  A nice  jack  was  taken  by  Mr.  Scott ; Mr.  Barclay 
also  had  a nice  show  of  roach.  We  have  had  a deal  of  rain  this 
week,  yet  the  water  is  rather  bright. — A.  Springham. 

Sussex  Rivers. — A quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
week,  and  rivers  are  somewhat  clouded,  yet  in  favoured  spots  fish 
have  fed  fairly  well.  The  Arun  has  been  well  patronised,  and 
both  at  Stoke  and  Amberley  baskets  of  roach  up  to  141b.  have 
been  made,  some  few  fish  weighing  upwards  of  21b.,  and  bream  of 
3£lb.  The  river  in  the  lower  reaches  is  swarming  with  mullet;  a 
brice  of  fish  have  been  speared  among  the  piles  at  Ford  railway 
bridge,  weighing  4^11).  and  4£lb.  respectively.  Small  bass  are  in 
the  harbour  in  numbers,  and  afford  good  sport  with  fly,  but  I do 
not  hear  of  any  mullet  taking  bait.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  Rother  among  perch  and  roach,  with  an  occasional  trout.  A 
nice  fish  of  21b.  loz.  was  recently  taken  below  Selham,  with 
gentles,  while  roaching.  Fly  fishing  for  dace  has  been  successful 
on  the  Ader  above  Steyning,  and  among  some  excellent  roach  a 
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low  DhIi  have  wolghod  upwanlH  of  lib.  Good  road)  have  l>c«fn 
taken  from  the  Ouho  below  Lowch.  and  from  the  upper  roaches 
roach  and  mnull  pike. — Gicohou  F.  Saltbh. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  rlHlug : IIhIi  should  sport.  Tho 
net  men  who  pleaded  hard  to  get  reduction  of  licorices  from  £■>  t<> 
3 1 Oh.,  got  the  chairman  to  side  with  them;  consequently  nets 
Increased  double,  and  in  grutitude  these  very  men  took  an 
unlawful  size  net  and  1 1 shod  this  gentleman’s  private  weir  on 
Sunday  morning  before  open  time.  Minnow  will  be  used  now  for 
salmon  peal  which  can  run  up  the  big  rivers.  Kumy  GAME. 

Tome  (I*iullow). — The  Tome  is  now  running  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  stormy,  and  heavy  rain  has 
fallen.  Bottom  fishing  has  boon  good  with  the  wasp  grub, 
which  is  now  getting  more  plentiful.  The  Ony,  Curve,  Clun,  anil 
Ledwyeho  are  all  iu  order. — S.  LUDLOW. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  The  Tome  is  now  in  good  order  for 
lishing.  Heavy  rain  fell  on  Tuesday  night,  anil  tho  water  stained 
for  a short  time,  but  it  soon  ran  off.  Angling  has  been  better 
since  tho  rain,  the  lish  rising  well.  The  ltea,  Kyre,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  in  order,  but  little  fishing  doing  in  them  of  late. — 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  big  and  thick.  This  will 
stock  the  river  with  peal  and  salmon,  and  carry  away  the  weeds. 
Lots  of  mullet  have  been  taken  in  the  tidal  water,  and  quantities 
of  eels  and  flounders.  Mr.  Barrett,  fishing  at  Mid  Torridgo  last 
week,  took  some  nice  trout  (one  over  lib.). — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — Heavy  storms  daily  have  had  no  effect  upon 
the  Trent,  which  is  st  ill  running  low,  and  in  good  order  for  barbel 
fishing.  Mr.  G.  E.  Waddington  secured  eighty-six  roach  and 
dace.  Worms  and  gentles  still  remain  best  baits. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — The  long  looked-for  freshet  has  arrived  at 
last,  the  gauge  at  the  river  bridge  registering  a rise  in  the  water 
of  live  feet  Wednesday  morning,  and  a large  number  were  out. 
Salmon  and  grilse  have  been  observed  moving  upwards,  and 
capital  sport  should  be  had  next  week.—' T. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge). — We  had  a very  nice  flood  in  the 
river  here  on  Tuesday  evening,  which  I think  ought  to  bring  a few 
salmon  up.  Several  good  baskets  of  trout  were  caught  with  the 
worm  on  Wednesday  morning. — Pontsexny. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Since  writing  you  last  I have  to 
record  an  extraordinary  number  of  jack  still  being  taken,  much 
to  the  delight  of  our  subscribers.  Sunday  week  nearly  a hundred 
jack  taken,  a good  lot  all  the  week,  and  last  Sunday'  a splendid 
show  of  eighty-one  jack,  besides  others  that  were  not  shown,  and 
some  good  roach  and  perch.  Messrs.  Jones,  two  jack,  121b.; 
Cameron,  three  jack.  141t>. : Smith,  two  jack,  101b. ; Bedchamber, 
five  jack,  301b. ; Weston,  three  jack,  131b.;  Norris,  two  jack  71b  ■ 
Sampson,  three  jack,  121b. ; White,  eleven  jack,  331b. ; Marshall, 
fifteen  jack,  501b. ; Shultz,  sen. , one  jack,  51b.:  Shultz,  jun..  four 
jack.  211b. ; Cameron,  two  jack,  Mb. ; Pickhard,  four  jack,  101b  ; 
Eldridge,  three  jack,  151b. : Aldridge,  one  jack,  41b. ; Goodman, 
one  jack,  4|lb. ; Bush,  two  jack,  1411).  ; E.  Aldridge,  four  jack 
181b.:  Hantesy,  one  jack,  51b.  ; Jule,  four  jack,  221b.;  Slater  two 
jack,  131b. ; Gillson.  ten  jack,  Stilb. ; and  Mrs.  W.  Palmer,  one 
jack,  lo^lh.  Mr.  Willing,  a fine  tray  of  roach. — John  Warner. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Amongst  the  fishermen  this  week  there 
have  been  some  extraordinary  takes  of  bream  and  roach,  also 
large  eels,  3Jlb.  the  largest  eel.  There  have  been  three  nice  carp 
taken  with  paste  by  Mr.  Anson,  of  Hammersmith,  weighing  211b 
l|ib.,and  3ilb.,andone  onSunday31b.  Mr.  Breame,  of  Kingswood- 
road,  Fulham,  who  has  been  fishing  the  whole  week,  has  averaged 
about  101b.  of  roach  and  bream  per  day.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition,  and  the  jack  are  to  be  seen  feeding  freely,  there  being 
good  prospects  when  the  season  commences  here. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  Mid  Lincoln  . — Many  visitors  have  again 
been  down  to  the  district  around  Boston,  and  some  good  sport  is 
reported,  not  only  from  the  river  Witham,  but  from  many  of  the 
drains.  Bream  have  come  to  hand  freely,  and  some  of  the  visitors 
have  brought  away  from  baited  and  choice  swims  as  much  as 
201b.  to  241b.  Some  capital  roach  have  been  caught,  running  up 
to  lib,  each  and  more.  One  specimen  caught  last  week  scaled 
lib.  3oz.  These  were  mostly  from  the  Forty-foot,  and  caught 
with  worm.  At  several  of  the  river  side  stations  anglers  have  had 
good  luck— Kirkstead,  Dogdyke.  Southery,  &c.— but  sport  is  not 
yet  good  Lincoln  way,  or  in  the  Fossdvke.  The  water  of  the  latter 
is  very  fine,  and  the  bottom  weedy.—  Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Heavy  thunder  rain 
has  fallen  every  day  during  the  present  week,  and  has  caused 
both  rivers  to  be  much  swollen  and  discoloured,  completely  stop- 
ping all  fly-fishing.  A good  many  bottom  fishermen  have  been 
out,  and  some  excellent  baskets  of  trout  and  gravling  have  been 
taken  on  all  lengths  of  the  Derwent.  Mr.  Hawksley,  fishing  the 
Cromford  length  of  the  Matlock  water,  took  three  brace  of  nice 
fish  on  Friday,  and  two  brace  on  Saturday  with  the  flv  — 
Dotterel. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— In  consequence  of  the  continued  wet 
weather  very  little  angling  has  been  done ; the  river  has  come 
down  in  flood  Oft.  high,  so  we  may  expect  good  sport  for  some 
time  when  river  gets  into  condition.  Fishing  on  brooks  best  now 
with  the  Stewart  tackle,  with  worm. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Aberffraw  < Anglesey).— Several  bass  have  been  seen  along 
the  shores;  water  too  clear  to  circumvent  them.  Mr.  Fred.  J. 
Bently,  Manchester, had  a conger  71b.  on  light  cane  rod,  affording 
half  an  hour's  exciting  sport.  Good  catches  of  pollack  and  cod 
have  been  taken,  and  bream  fishing  till  the  end  of  August  is 
annually  very  good. — W.  H. 

Brighton  — Bass  have  been  showing  up  well  during  the  past 
fortnight,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  taken  off  the  end  of  the  West 
Pier  (from  6 lb.  to  81b.  each),  also  off  the  Kemp  Town  shore.  A 
few  whiting  pout  and  plaice  are  being  taken  by  boat  anglers. 

Plymouth. — The  sea  flBhing  with  us  now  is  excellent,  pollack 
and  mackerel  are  taken  in  abundance,  the  largest  pollack  can 
be  taken  between  Bedding  Point  and  the  Breakwater  Lighthouse. 
A friend  of  mine,  who  was  out  last  night,  caught  some  very  large 
ones,  and  lost  a lot  of  gear  through  its  not  being  strong  enough  to 
hold  them.  The  mackerel  are  coming  in  the  bay,  and  it  is  a 
grand  sight  to  see  from  fifty  to  a,  hundred  boats  sailing  and 
tacking  about  after  them.  Flat  fish  and  pouting  are  caught  on 
their  usual  ground;  the  season  is  now  in  full  swing.  I hear 
some  good  reports  from  Looe  and  Fowey,  also  from  the  West 
Coast  of  Ireland  and  Wales.  If  the  weather  settles  fine,  fishing 
will  improve  all  around  the  coast. 

Portmagee.—  Sport  has  been  very  good,  and  large  numbers 
of  pollack,  hake,  and  ling  have  been  had.  Bottom  fishing  for 
gurnard  has  also  afforded  much  sport. 

Southampton.  — Mullet  fishing  is  in  full  swing.  Good 
catches  are  had  in  the  docks  and  off  the  jetties.  Mullet  are  well 
up  by  the  pier.  Thirty  to  fifty  rods  areout  every  morning.  Small 
bass  are  plentiful ; they  are  much  larger  this  year.  Bait  plentiful 
Early  morning,  according  to  tides,  best  time.— C.  McPherson. 

Southsea  and  District.— Good  takes  have  been  had  during 
the  past  week  at  the  forts  at  Spithead.  Pollack  have  been  taken 
in  good  numbers ; ragworm  for  bait.  Mackerel  fishing  has 
improved,  and  will  be  at,  its  best  during  August  and  September. 
Pouts  and  fiat  fish  have  been  takon  in  large  numbers.  The  fishing 
from  the  shore  is  improving.  The  bass  t hat  have  been  taken  have 
not  been  large.  At  Stokes  Bay  l’ior  the  takes  are  improving, 
smelts  being  well  on.  From  the  Gosport  moats  mullet  are  stlli 
being  taken.  At.  East  Southsea  i’ier  pollack,  fiat  fish,  and  wrasse 
have  been  caught.  From  tho  Camber  Dock  sonic  good  cols  have 


been  hml  with  tho  Heine  netn.  Some  good  lobsters,  red  mullet 
fiat  fish,  and  gurnet  have  ulso  been  euught, — ('.  J.  Dean. 

Valentin.  Pollaeklng  nilll  continues  to  afford  much  sport, 
hut  the  IIhIi  taken  during  the  past  week  are  not  as  large  as  usual. 
Gurnard  are  very  numerous, 

Wnterville. — Large  numbers  of  line  pollack  have  been  luul 
dally  by  trammels.  Large  captured  of  gurnard,  bream,  Whiting, 
conger.  Ate  , have  been  had  by  anglerH  fishing  in  the  evenings  — 
T.  J D. 

Whitby.  T ie  state  of  tho  noa  has  been  somewhat  lumpy  at 
times  during  the  week,  bo  that  anglerH  have  not  been  able  to  go 
into  the  roailH  every  day.  Still  there  has  been  excellent  Hport  in 
the  harbour,  Ashing  from  the  various  piers  and  quays.— J.  J. 
J ACKS0K. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgfach.— In  six  consecutive  days'  flHhing  on  Lochs 
Bourlan,  Gama.  Veyatie,  and  Uriglll,  Messrs.  Bletb,  Miller,  Leslie, 
Roxburgh,  Dane,  and  Egcrton  landed  1 1 H dozen  trout,  aggregating 
4221b.  On  Mondav,  this  week,  Messrs.  Bruce  and  Miller  fished 
Loch  Camft  and  got  twenty-six  trout,  l»lb. : and  Messrs.  Biethand 
Miller,  on  Loch  Uriglll,  seventy-three  trout,  30JIb. — B. 

Altnaharra.— Messrs.  Bovill.  Blackett,  Ord,  Purvis,  Acton, 
Lloyd  Edwards,  Chambers,  Young,  Mowat,  .fee,,  have  been  getting 
good  sport  on  surrounding  lochs.  In  four  days'  fishing  a total 
basket  was  made  of  440  trout,  1611b.;  one  ferox,  2Jlh. ; nine 
grilse,  411b. ; and  twelve  salmon,  113.11b. ; grand  total,  407  fish 
4181b.— B. 

Awe. — From  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  the  17th  the  Rev.  Mr.  Upscher 
had  a salmon,  lllb.  On  the  18tb,  Mr.  McDonald  had  a grilse,  Nib. , 
and  on  the  lttth,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  one,  71b.  On  the  20th,  Col. 
Chalmers  had  a salmon,  Sib-  On  the  23rd,  Mr,  Mackenzie  had 
one,  101b.— D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk.— Some  splendid  sport  has  been  had  during  the 
past  few  days,  more  particularly  in  the  lower  reaches.  In  Lang- 
holm water  also  some  goods  kills  have  been  made.  On  Wednes- 
day Mr.  David  Johnstone  bad  a fine  basket  containing  five  sea 
trout;  and  Mr.  James  Bell  secured  four.  On  the  same  day  Mr. 
John  Bainfather  had  a nice  kill  near  Skippers  Bridge,  comprising 
three  sea  trout  and  several  heriings.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  J.  D.  Little 
and  Master  W.  Little.  Stebbholm,  had  a couple  of  sea  trout  and  a 
couple  of  herling  at  Glenflrra.  In  the  mid  reaches  at  Canonbie  Dr. 
Martin  and  son,  Huddersfield,  staying  at  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  killed 
nine  heriings  and  some  yellow  trout  with  the  worm  ; and  on  the 
same  day  (Tuesday)  Mr.  Riddle  had  a good  basket  of  sea  trout, 
herling,  and  yellow  trout.  Mr.  John  Jardine,  Bowholm,  had  also 
a good  basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling.  Mr.  Robert  Doughty, 
Byreburnfoot,  has  had  good  sport,  killing  a flue  grilse,  weighing 
61b.,  and  some  herling  and  yellow  trout  at  a fishing.  In  Metal 
Bridge  and  Longtown  water  the  largest  baskets  have  been  made. 
Herling  have  been  running  up  the  river  from  the  Solway  Firth  in 
great  numbers,  and  the  waters  are  now  well  stocked  with  these 
fish.— G. 

Carron  (Easter  Rossi.— During  the  past  we?k  Mr.  W. 
Allis  Smith  landed  eight  salmon,  averaging  about  81b.  each,  on 
the  upper  waters.  Mr.  J.  Matheson,  on  Mr.  MacLeod’s  rod,  three 
of  61b.  each  on  Balnagown  water  ; Col.  Duncan,  one. — B. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).  — The  prevalence  of  daily 
thunder  pelts  has  kept  the  water  in  anything  but  good  colour  and 
size,  and  the  prevailing  bad  lights  have  helped  greatly  towards 
the  meagre  returns.  Fish  are  plentiful,  and  a fine  head"  of  grilse 
are  in  the  water.  The  Rev.  C.  W.  Nash,  Dr.  Bookless,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Pickering,  Messrs.  Farquharson,  Grant,  Milne,  Lamond, 
Nicol,  Farnel,  and  Hicks  are  amongst  the  most  successful 
anglers.  Finnock  are  beginning  to  be  got  freely  on  the  tidal 
waters.  Sport  on  the  Don  is  limited  to  trout,  few  grilse  being  in 
the  river.  Splendid  baskets  are  being  made,  chiefly  to  the  parr 
and  phantom  at  sundown.  On  the  coast  the  returns  are  still 
being  well  maintained. — Deesider. 

Deveron  fBanffshire).— After  the  recent  rains  the  water 
until  the  end  of  last  week  was  in  capital  condition,  and  there  was 
a fair  run  of  fish.  On  the  Netherdale  water  the  keeper  had  a 
grilse  of  51b.  On  the  Beldornie  water,  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  J.  Hae- 
pherson  had  half  a dozen  fish,  ranging  in  weight  from  51b.  to 
121b.  The  pools  on  the  upper  reaches  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 
On  the  Asswanly  water,  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  Campbell  had  a grilse 
each  of  8§lb.  and  5|lb. — H.  W. 

Inchriadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  — Drs.  Lockwood 
and  Ballance,  Messrs.  Aitkins,  Young,  Wrigley,  Arthur  Wrigley, 
Murdoch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terris,  on  fishing  from  this  hotel,  have  met 
with  good  sport,  capturing  between  them  upwards  of  180  nice  fish 
between  July  16  and  21. — W.  Wallace. 

Invercaiild  Arms  Water  (Glenshee).— The  fishing  for 
the  past  week  has  been  fairly  good,  613  trout  having  been  landed 
by  Messrs.  Butler,  Buchan,  Morrison.  Smith,  and  A.  and  D. 
Scott.  The  river  is  still  very  low ; and  a north-east  wind  has 
continued  for  the  past  few  days,  making  successf.il  loch  fishing  in 
this  district  impossible. — J.  Burnett. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland.— On  Friday,  Mr.  Guir,  in  two  or  three 
hours,  got  seven  sea  trout,  heaviest  2|lb.  On  Saturday,  fishing 
from  7 a.m.  to  4p.m.,  all  he  hooked  was  an  empty  herring  barrel. 

Lochassopoll  <Bunesson  Hotel  Waters).— On  July  20 
Messrs.  Briggs  had  nine  sea  trout,  the  heaviest  three  2Jlb.  each, 
the  other  six  fish  ljlb.  each;  the  23rd  the  same  party  had  six  sea 
trout,  heaviest  fish,  31b. ; the  24th,  Mr.  Gallateiy  had  two  sea 
trout,  heaviest  fish,  31b.  The  lochs  are  in  splendid  order  for 
angling.— John  Campbell. 

Lochhoisdale  (South  Uist).— Anglers  out  from  Loehbois- 
dale  Hotel  have  been  enjoying  some  really  excellent  sport  during 
the  past  week  with  salmon  and  trout.  The  following  are  amongst 
the  most  successful:  Dr.  Hodsdon,  Dr.  Yeo,  Mr.  Sword,  Mr. 
Wotherspoon,  Dr.  Leitch,  Col.  Eelialaz,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr. 
Hogarth,  Mr.  Walker,  Master  Walker,  Dr.  Murray,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Calder. — S.  M.  K. 

Loch  Earn. — On  the  18th  inst.  Mr.  Breeks,  fishing  on 
Lochearnhead  Hotel  water,  killed  fifteen  trout;  Mr.  D.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  J.  Henderson  Smith  caught  sixty-five  fine  trout;  and  Mr. 
Oulton  Blair,  fifteen.  On  the  loth,  Mr.  Breeks,  in  three  hours, 
caught  fourteen  ; and  on  the  20th,  Mr.  Young,  fourteen. — E. 
Maisey. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — Baskets  continue  to  be  light,  and 
few  anglers  have  been  out. — R.  B Laing. 

Loch  Rannoch  (Kinloch  Rannoch).—  Anglers  from  the 
Dunalastair  Hotel  have  had  excellent  sport  during  the  last  week. 
The  total  for  tho  week  is  834  trout  caught  by  the  following  gentle- 
men, namely,  Messrs.  Hoare.  Openshaw,  Higson,  Voelclcer, 
McIntosh,  McDonald,  Shaw,  Gow,  Noble,  Morrison,  and  the 
Messrs.  Grierson.  Mr.  Higson,  on  the  20th,  caught  a splendid  trout 
weighing  8lb. ; and  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Hoare  caught  a lovely  ferox 
weighing  151b..  the  largest  caught  on  Loch  Rannoch  for  many 
years.— Georoe  Gow. 

Overscaig' — Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Master  Gordon,  and  others  have 
been  making  nice  baskets  of  trout  on  Loch  Shin  and  other 
waters.  Sea  trout  are  numerous.  Already  eighteen  of  them 
have  been  caught  by  hotel  anglers  on  Loch  More ; and  an  81b. 
salmon  on  Merkland  rivor. — B. 

Haver.— During  the  past  week  thirty-five  salmon  were  landed 
with  the  rod.  Of  those  Major  Purnell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  euught 
Hoven  ; Mr.  Oats,  four;  Mr,  Acton,  sevon  ; Mr.  Edwards,  eight; 
Mr.  P.  II.  Wormald,  Skelpick  Lodge,  live;  and  Mr.  John 
Wormald,  four. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran).— During  tho  past  week  Colonel  Hall  and 
Captain  Guskol  have  boon  fairly  successful,  having  landed  four 


salmon,  weighing  bib.  lllb.,  121b.,  and  13lb. ; also  nine  grilse, 
weighing  from  61b,  to  81b.  each. — II. 

South  of  Scotland. — Home  very  fine  herling  fishing  is  afc 
present  being  obtained  in  the  Border  rivers  of  the  Solway.  The 
thunder-showers  last  week  have  kept  up  the  volume  of  the  rivers, 
and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  waters  were  still  la  nice  order 
for  trout  fishing  with  small  fly.  In  one  or  two  of  the  rivers  tho 
big  baskets  of  berllng  have  all  been  caught  with  the  brandling 
wonn  as  a lure,  while  on  favourable  dull  days,  with  a breeze 
on  tho  waters,  tho  advocates  of  fly  have  done  tolerably  well. 
In  the  Annan  one  angler  killed  forty  herling  on  Saturday  with  the 
brandling,  and  on  Monday  the  same  rod  had  twenty-five.  In  the 
other  stretches  of  the  river  creels  of  from  half  a dozen  to  a dozen 
Is  a fair  average.  In  the  lower  portions  of  the  NtTHafewher- 
ling  are  being  taken  In  the  evenings.  In  the  Galloway  Riveuk 
a number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee, 
and  sport  of  an  average  kind  has  been  had.  On  Loch  boon  and 
Finlas  angling  has  been  up  to  the  average,  and  catches  of  from 
twro  to  three  und  a half  dozen  have  been  recorded. — Hr.ATHEKBKLL. 

Tongue  Tongue  Hotel  Waters,  N.B.).  -Sport  on  the 
hotel  waters  has  from  July  16  to  21  been  excellent.  Messrs, 
bardie,  Wildon,  Flemmlen,  Bourne,  Kollie,  and  Allsop  have  caeh 
taken  good  baskets,  among  them  being  several  fine  specimens, 
heaviest  (fib. 

Tweed,  &c.  Sport  on  all  the  Border  rivers  during  the  past 
week  lias  not  been  of  much  account.  The  streams  are  now  at  a 
very  low  level,  ami.  with  bright  and  genial  summer  weather,  tho 
piseator  finds  that  the  trout  are  bad  to  get.  and  it  is  only  the  most 
expert  adepts  in  the  art  who  can  successfully  get  a dish.  On  the 
Tweed  the  takes,  which  are  few,  average  from  21b.  uj>  to  41b., 
although  one  dish  of  4 Jib.  was  got  on  Friday  by  an  Edinburgh 
angler,  while  41b.  was  also  got  by  one  from  the  same  city.  On  the 
Teviot  the  takes  have  been  much  about  the  same  size,  but  fewer 
of  them.  Some  very  nice  dishes  have  been  killed,  however,  In  the 
tributary  stream.  In  the  Selkirk  district  some  really  grand  sport 
has  been  got  in  the  Yarrow  with  worm.  The  takes  on  the  Whit- 
adder  and  Blaekadder  have  been  only  middling.  A good  flood  is 
much  wanted. — Maxwheel. 

Ythan  Tidal,  Udney  Arms,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen- 
shire.— Thunder  more  or  less  every  day  during  the  week.  Good 
baskets  therefore,  although  trout  are  superabundant,  the  excep- 
tion. With  settled  weather  good  sport  is  now  assured.  Amongst 
others  out  from  the  hotel  during  the  week.  Colonel  Hunter,  of 
Tillery,  Mr.  Burehardt,  Biehester : Mr.  McKinnon,  Aberdeen,  Ac. 
Heaviest  trout  for  week  2Jlb.,  a beauty. — N.  Ritchie. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery. — Weather  very  changeable  these 
last  few  days ; strong  sunshine  and  little  wind.  Sport,  however, 
has  been  very  fair.  The  large  summer  salmon  are  now  running. 
Walter  Blackaddkr. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — This  river  has  been  discoloured  by  the 
continuous  rains  of  the  last  ten  days,  yet  the  few  anglers  who 
were  out  on  the  different  reaches  had  fair  sport.  Walter  Wilson, 
Esq.,  at  Movanagher,  in  six  days,  took  twenty-two  salmon  and 
grilse  from  Gib.  to  131b.  each.  Mr.  F.  Dawson,  on  the  Kilrea 
reach,  took  fourteen  fish  in  seven  days,  from  5jlb.  to  131b.  each. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  number  of  salmon  that  have 
come  into  this*  river  during  the  present  year,  when  Mr.  Moor’s 
net,  at  New  Ferry,  four  miles  down  the  river  from  Toome,  took 
in  five  days,  beginning  Monday,  July  9,  1500  fish,  largest  451b., 
while  the  net  at  Portglenone  took  on  same  five  days  1071,  largest 
38Mb. — D.  O’ Fee. 

Bush  (Co.  Antrim). — The  Bush  is  getting  into  good  form, 
and  salmon  are  showing  up  better. 

Connaught  Rivers. — A good  spell  of  fine  weather  has  now 
set  in.  The  Corrib  is  in  fair  form,  and  sport  continues  pretty 
good.  Not  much  is  being  done  on  the  tributaries. 

Coppal  Bake. — Sport  continues  good  on  this  water.  The 
lake  contains  a good  supply  of  heavy  white  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Rosses  (co.  Donegal). — Major  Gosselin  and  Lieut.  Gosselin, 
Royal  Artillery,  caught  on  Tully  Lake  to-day,  seventeen  sea  trout, 
scaling  261b.  9oz. — Hanlon. 

Erne. — The  very  wet  and  stormy  weather  has  been  mucb 
against  angling,  still  some  capital  sport  was  obtained  by  the 
following  anglers:  Messrs.  E.  P.  Bates,  R.  Graves,  J.  M.  Somer- 
ville, D.  Glynn,  Glynn,  jun.,  T.  B.  Gabriel,  J.  Arkcoll.  and  F. 
Browne.  The  largest  fish  taken  during  the  week  was  got  by  Mr. 
Bates,  and  weighed  341b.;  and  the  best  day  was  had  by  Mr.  T.  B. 
Gabriel,  who  killed  eight  salmon  averaging  lllb.  each. — M.  R. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good  among  white 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches  during  the  greater  part  of  the  week. 
The  best  basket  recorded  for  one  day  was  one  of  two  dozen,  had 
by  Mr.  Halloram.  On  Tuesday.  Mr.  Stapleton,  R.I.C.,  had  a nice 
fresh-run  salmon  of  71b.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  now  very 
numerous  in  this  water. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Water  tfille,  co.  Kerry).— Major 
Cresswell,  Capt.  Cramer,  Messrs.  Logan,  Simms.  Hunt,  Skinner, 
Brooke-Leeds,  Parsons,  Cunningham,  Gunn,  Stanford,  Price, 
Paterson,  Sullivan,  and  Jones  have  had  good  sport,  the  baskets 
varying  from  ten  to  two  dozen  trout — principally  white  trout — 
daily.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Melvin. — Trout  fishing  on  this  water  is  now  very 
good,  and  several  first-class  baskets  were  made  during  the  week. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina). — The  past  week  has  not 
been  very  productive  of  sport,  owing  to  so  much  bog-coloured 
water  in  the  river.  But  the  fine  weather  we  are  having  of  late  the 
river  will  soon  run  down  again.  A good  few  salmon  and  grilse 
have  been  killed  by  Messrs.  Dunster,  Scroop,  Benn.  Smith, 
Ashton,  Major  Campbell,  East,  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  and  Macfle. — 
Frank  Hearns. 

North  Donegal  Rivers  and  Lakes.— The  Clady  is  in  nice 
form.  The  Rev  H.  McFadden,  and  the  Rev.  J.  McFadden  killed 
a brace  of  salmon  each  last  week.  Dr.  McFadden  lulled  three 
fish ; Mr.  Bigger,  eight ; Lord  Louth,  nine ; Major  Drury,  four ; 
Col.  Irvine,  one.  Sport  is  good  on  the  Rosses  Lakes.  On  the 
25th, inst.  Major  Gosselin,  on  Dungloe  Lake,  killed  ten  trout; 
and  on  Tully  Lake  Messrs.  Scott  killed  eight  trout,  heaviest  2|lb. 

Ballinderry. — The  river  is  in  pretty  good  form  at  present. 
Recently  there  was  a run  of  grilse.  At  Mullao,  on  the  21st  inst., 
Mr.  Barlowe  killed  seven  trout,  41b.,  and  hooked  a grilse  of  about 
51b.,  which,  however,  broke  off. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— No  improve- 
ment to  report  in  sport  this  week,  but  what  could  he  expected 
and  the  weather  so  bad  ? On  Monday  last  we  had  thunder  and 
lightning,  hail  stones,  and  torrents  of  rain.  Yesterday  (Tuesday) 
rain  nearly  all  day,  and  continuous  downpour  during  tho  night. 
Captures  of  fish  have  been  few  and  far  between.  Mr.  H.  S.  B. 
Harvey,  Mr.  W.  S.  Taylor,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Dixon,  are  among  the 
most  successful  anglers. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — In  the  past  few  days  salmon  fishing  has 
been  good  on  the  Mourne.  On  the  Newtonstewart  sections  the 
following  gentlemen  have  landed  some  excellent  salmon  and  t rout, 
the  salmon  ranging  from  7lb.  to  201b. : Major  R.  A.  Miller,  Messrs. 
John  Swconey,  Garnet  Ingle,  R.M.,  John  Moncrieff,  Joe  Campbell, 

R.  N.  Barrow,  John  M‘Gin,  and  P.  Methors.  Fair  sport  is 
reported  from  the  Roe,  Ballinderry,  Black  water,  &c.— J . A.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Tho  second  rise  of  the 
Green  Drake  1h  now  commencing,  especially  on  Lough  Ennoll  and 
Belvedere,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  boon  had.  Tho 
brothers  Jim  and  Pat  Borne,  on  Friday  last,  had  five  fish,  from 
51b.  to  21b.;  on  Saturday,  four,  from  41b.  to  21b. ; and  on  Tuesday, 
five,  from  41b.  to  lib. — T.  J.  W 
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Anglers'  Association  Visiting’  List  (Eastern  Dis- 
trict No.  2).— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  the  30th  inst.,at  the  St.  Luke's  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  White  Bear,  Bartholomew-square,  Old-street,  St. 
Luke’s.  This  is  their  first  visit,  so  I hope  to  see  a good  muster 
of  anglers  and  friends  to  give  them  a bumper. — F.  THORL1NG. 

Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting* 
List.— A return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
evening  next  at  the  Rodney  A.S.,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Kingslake-street,  Old  Kent-road.  I hope  brother  anglers  will 
rally  round  and  give  this  society  a bumper. — G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers’  Association  (Western  District)  Visiting’ 
List. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  July  30,  at  the  Queen's  Piscatorials,  1A,  Chappie-street, 
Edgeware-road.  This  being  their  first  visit,  I hope  to  see  a 
bumper. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  17s.  6d.  from 
the  donation  box  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  and  £5 
from  the  late  Sixth  Rye  House  Competition. — R.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  J uly  22 
the  following- weighed- in : Messrs.  H.  Challen,  two  jack,  91b.  lOJoz.; 
Abrahams,  bream  and  tench,  61b.  ooz.;  Sluck,  roach;  Leslie, 
bream;  R.  ChalleD,  roach.  The  next  pegged-down  match  takes 
place  on  August  12  (one  rod),  at  the  Tank  Pound,  Langley,  jack 
and  eels  barred,  and  no  live  bait  to  be  taken.  The  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  forthcoming  competition  was  represented  at  that 
committee’s  first  meeting  by  Messrs.  H.  Challen  and  Carey,  and 
good  reports  were  given  to  this  society  from  those  gentlemen. 
Next  competition  meeting  take  place  on  Thursday  next  at 
8.30  p.m. ; same  house. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society. —On  July  22  several  members 
were  out,  but  only  one  weighed-in — J.  Drew,  roach.  I wish  to 
remind  members  fishing  in  our  match  on  the  29th  that  the  time  to 
cease  fishing  is  6.30. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  40th 
annual  dinner  on  July  22  was  a grand  success.  We  journeyed  to 
Stamford  Rivers  by  brake,  and  were  well  catered  for  by  mine 
host  of  the  White  Bear.  Everyone  was  well  satisfied,  and  we 
reached  home  in  time  for  a jolly  hour  in  the  club-room.  I hope  all 
members  will  attend  next  Wednesday,  when  I expect  some 
important  business  will  come  on  for  discussion. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society.  — On  July  22 
the  three  prizes  were  taken  by  the  following:  Mr.  Bailey,  first, 
with  roach,  largest  roach  lib.  14oz.;  Mr.  Cooper,  second,  bream: 
and  G.  Rich,  third,  roach.  Mr.  Levett  also  weighed-in  15£lb.  of 
roach  and  bream,  and  a little  barbel  of  *21b.  Members  can  weigh- 
in  two  days'  take  during  the  holidays,  August  5 and  6. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society.— The  members 
of  the  above  had  an  outing  by  brake  to  Dagenham  on  the  ‘22nd  inst. 
to  fish  for  four  prizes ; a most  enjoyable  day  was  spent,  and  all 
the  prizes  taken  in  the  following  order:  Irvin,  bream  and  roach ; 
Hake,  bream  and  roach;  Lambarth,  bream  and  roach; 
Hutchings,  bream  and  roach.  The  following  also  had  fish: 
Nunn,  sen.,  bream ; Coneybeare,  roach  and  bream ; Lanning, 
roach;  Rose,  roach;  Nunn,  jun.,  roach.  Mr.  Windles  weighed  a 
nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  from  Amberley,  and  Mr.  Sparrow  a 
nice  show  of  roach.  Will  secretaries  oblige  by  forwarding  cash 
for  tickets  for  C.  Irvin's  benefit? — G.  Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.— The  next  match 
will  take  place  on  August  5 and  6,  roving,  for  eight  prizes,  value 
three  guineas.  The  return  match  with  the  Amicable  Excelsior 
Angling  Society  will  take  place  at  Woking  on  August  19,  to  weigh- 
in  at  Battersea  Friendly,  and  supper  at  Prince  Arthur  on  August 
27.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next.— Geo. 
Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  trays 
were  fairly  well  filled  on  the  22nd,  Mr.  H.  Patman  heading  the  list 
with  381b.  of  roach;  Mr.  W.  Slreeton,  19£lb.  roach;  Mr.  Wal. 
Robins,  bream;  G.  A.  Payne,  barbel  ana  bream  ; J.  Warman, 
roach ; R.  Smith,  tench ; J.  Smith,  roach;  total  gross  weight.  88£lb. 
The  competition  for  the  July  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the 
29th ; place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  on  the  26th. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.— Since  my  last  report,  the 
following  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Downs, roach, three  weighing  4|lb. 
together;  Mr.  Sommerville,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Burbery,  bream  : 
Mr.  Stillman,  bream;  M*.  Foster,  roach;  Mr.  Green,  jun.,  roach: 
total,  651b.  We  start  from  London  Bridge  7.0  o’clock  train 
(special  carriage)  to  Wateringbury.  There  are  seven  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  (honorary  members  included).  We  have  made  two 
new  members. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Members 
who  weighed  on  the  22nd  were  Messrs.  T.  Davis,  roach  and 
bream;  Stevens,  roach;  and  H.  Davis,  roach.  On  Wednesday, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Selman  weighed-in  a perch.  The  books  have  been 
audited  and  found  correct.  We  fish  a peg-down  match  at  Amber- 
ley  on  Aug.  19. — A.  Wjlshaw. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.— Members  who  are  going 
down  to  the  competition  at  Amberley  on  July  29,  will  please  note 
that  the  conveyance  will  start  from  Mr.  Brooker's  stable  at  5.45 
sharp,  so  as  to  allow  plenty  of  time  at  the  station  to  get  the 
tickets.  Since  my  last  report  Mr.  F.  Briggs  has  weighed-in 
tench,  and  Mr.  Roach,  chub,  roach,  and  dace.  Two  new  members 
have  been  elected. — H.  R. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  Mr. 
Bass  brought  up  a fine  show  of  bream,  weighing  altogether 
251b.  lOoz ; on  the  25th  he  weighed-in  bream,  jack,  and  roach, 
241b.,  making  nearly  501b.  fish  for  the  two  days.  Mr.  Horley  also 
contributed  a nice  trout. — T.  W.  Cook. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  the  following  members  have  weighed-in;  Mr.  J.  Watkins, 
a nice  tray  of  roach  and  chub;  B.  Bissell,  roach  and  bream;  B. 
Lees,  roach  and  bream  ; other  members  had  fish  but  were  too 
late  to  weigh-in.  I hope  some  of  our  absent  members  will 
attend  next  meeting  night  to  settle  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society.— On  July  21  Mr.  Speaight  had 
five  jack,  weighing  211b.  On  July  22  Mr.  Marshall  had  a grand 
show  of  jack,  twenty-two  fish,  weighing  921b.  13ioz.,  all  taken 
spinning.  We  made  one  more  new  member  on  Wednesday  last. 
— E.  White. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.  — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  22nd  inst.,  but  only  two  weighed-in — 
Mr.  J.  Riley,  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  P.  Heester,  roach  and  dace, 
heaviest  roach  lib.  5oz.  Other  members  had  fish,  but  were  too 
late  to  weigh-in.  Mr.  F.  Gray  and  Mr.  W.  Lowe  were  elected 
members  last  meeting. — O.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society.— 
On  the  22nd  inst.  the  following  weighed-in : Mr.  J.  Macdonnell, 
bream  and  roach,  101b.  13£oz.,  several  roach  over  a pound  ; Mr. 
R.  Garbrecht,  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  41b.  3oz.  On  the  24th  we 
made  four  new  members,  and  have  vacancies  for  a few  more. — 
J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.— Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  H.  Blackman,  91b.  13oz., 
bream;  G.  T.  Jameson,  61b.  8oz.,  roach;  A.  Painter,  5lb.  ll^oz., 
roach  and  dace;  J.  Willgoss,  lib.  15^oz.,  roach;  E.  Cooper, 
perch.  At  our  last  meeting  we  made  two  more  new  members, 
Messrs.  H.  Balstone  and  Wm.  Lee.— G.  T.  Jameson. 


Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— The  com- 
petition in  connection  with  the  above  will  be  on  July  29  at 
Amberley,  from  Timberley  Bridge  to  the  Park  Gates  (tow-path 
only).  The  prizes  will  be  paid  over  to  the  winners  immediately 
after  the  weighing. — F.  Cast  ell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  July  22,  but  found  sport  very  tame,  Mr.  Pound  being  the 
only  member  who  weighed-in,  with  roach.  On  August  5 and  6 we 
fDh  for  three  prizes,  open,  and  one  special  prize,  Maldon  only. 
Will  members  please  refer  to  rules  10  and  17.  All  fish  to  weigh 
for  the  two  days ; an  extension  of  time  will  be  given  till  11.30  on 
the  Monday  night. — W.  H.  A. 


Cobden  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  we  fished  the 
annual  club  match  in  Denham  Straits,  Harefleld,  when  the 
following  members  were  successful  in  the  order  named  : Messrs. 
G.  Percival,  W.  Parberry,  W.  Newell,  W.  Dunn,  A.  Smith,  J. 
Hicks,  H.  Green,  C.  Stone,  E.  Baxter,  F.  Bourne,  F.  Smith, 
J.  Owen,  A.  Duncan,  J.  Brown,  and  J.  Brewster. — T.  Twyman. 


Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society.— 

The  following  members  had  some  good  shows  on  July  22  : Messrs. 
Walter,  roach  and  dace  (three  roach  over  lib.  each) ; W.  J.  Long, 
roach,  bream,  and  dace;  Ritty,  roach;  Sherwood,  roach  and 
dace  (largest  roach  lib.  8|oz.)  On  July  29  several  members  will 
compete  in  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Match  at  Amberley.  A 
visit  will  take  place  to  our  club  on  Aug.  2.  Any  club  not  receiving 
a notice  will  kindly  accept  this  invitation. — W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  a few  members 
were  out.  Messrs.  Poore,  Midson,  Robinson,  Slade,  Mansfield, 
and  Parsam  having  a very  fine  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  dace. 
Members  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some  impor- 
tant business  to  be  brought  forward,  and  do  not  forget  Monday, 
the  30th,  at  the  Brownlow. — S.  Malby. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  there  was  a 
fairly  good  show  of  roach  upon  the  trays  of  the  above  society. 
The  following  weighed-in  roach  : Messrs.  Killick,  Balaam,  Jones, 
Reucher,  Tuck,  Phesay,  Lefever.  Knight,  Warwick,  Mr.  Killick 
being  successful  in  obtaining  the  fortnightly  prize  with  a nice 
show  of  roach.  Those  members  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  con- 
tributions to  the  preservation  fund  are  barred  from  weighing-in. 
Two  pegged-down  matches  have  been  arranged  as  follows : 
Aug.  12,  Wade's  Mill,  for  six  prizes ; and  Sept.  23,  at  Harlow,  for 
five  prizes;  particulars  may  be  had  at  the  club-house. — W.  H. 


Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Our  next  monthly  meeting  will 
beheld  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  1,  at  3.30  p.m..  On  Thursday,  9th 
prox  our  annual  excursion  to  Amberley  by  6.50  a.m.,  London, 
Brighton,  and  South  Coast  train,  will  take  place.  Any  of  our 
London  friends  caring  to  join  same  will  be  heartily  welcome. 
Messrs.  R.  and  E.  T.  Brown  have  weighed-in  dace  and  roach 


from  the  Mole. — Edw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— On  July  22,  Mr.  Head  weighed- 
in  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Donne,  dace.  Several  members 
were  out  on  the  21st,  but  were  not  able  to  weigh-in. — Scribe. 

Globe  Angling  Society. — On  the  15th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in  roach:  Messrs.  Holmes  (largest  fish  lib.  ll£oz.), 
Hoggett,  Lepine  (largest  lib.  10oz.),  and  Caborn.  Mr. 
Coleman  also  showed  a tench  of  31b.  and  a roach  of  lib.  12oz. 
taken  on  Saturday.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Sharpless  had  three  tench 
(31b.  12Aoz. , 31b.  8oz.,  and  31b.  4oz.),  also  four  roach  (largest 
lib.  12oz.,  smallest  lib.  4oz.).  On  the  22nd  we  had  tench,  roach, 
bream,  dace,  and  rudd,  taken  by  Messrs.  Lawrence,  Ellis,  Wilton, 
and  W.  Baildham,  jun  We  pay  a visit  to  the  Enterprise  on 
Aug.  1 to  try  and  induce  some  of  their  members  to  join  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  members  from 
other  clubs  there  on  that  evening  to  help  us  in  so  good  a cause. — 
W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.— On  July  15,  Messrs. 
West,  Hall,  Chapman,  Crow,  Bowring,  and  Fowler  brought  up 
some  very  good  shows  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace;  and  on  the 
17th,  Mr.  King  had  roach,  tench,  and  jack  (three  roach,  31b.  6oz.). 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Bailey  had  a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach, 
weighing  111b.  12oz.  (one  bream,  31b.  5£oz.) ; Messrs.  Crow  and 
Bowring  some  nice  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Fowler,  a good  show 
of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  King 
again  had  a good  show  of  roach  and  tench,  201b.  5oz.  of  roach, 
five  fish  weighing  101b.  7£oz.  (largest  21b.  9jfoz.  : one,  21b.  5£oz.  ; 
one,  21b.  2^oz. ; one,  lib.  12|oz.  ; and  one,  lib.  ll£oz.),  the  other 
roach  were  very  fine,  and  all  in  good  condition;  he  also  showed 
two  nice  tench,  51b.  3|oz.,  one  going  21b.  13j|oz.,  making  a total  of 
251b.  94oz.— John  Goatley. 

Golden  Caro  Angling  Society.— We  fish  a match  at 
Burnt  Mill  on  July  29.  Our  members  are  having  very  fair  sport 
with  the  roach.  Messrs.  West  and  Spillet  have  had  some  splendid 
takes.— Appleton. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  there  was  a 
good  show  of  fish  at  our  club,  brought  in  by  Messrs.  Maybury, 
Hastings,  Carrodd,  and  Flint.  Our  grand  concert  takes  place  on 
Tuesday  next,  the  31st  inst.,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  F.  Grey,  when  I 
hope  to  see  his  host  of  friends  come  and  support  him.  Those 
gentlemen  that  have  taken  collection  sheets  on  his  behalf  will 
kindly  bring  them  in,  or  forward  them,  on  that  night,  as  we  want 
to  close  the  affair  sharp. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  Mr.  F. 
Hudson  weighed  roach  and  perch:  W.  Steer,  roach;  and  J 
Grande,  roach,  The  next  visit  on  the  No.  1 district  will  take 
place  at  the  above  club  on  Tuesday,  July  31,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster,  as  this  is  the  first  visit  at  our  new  quarters. — G.  F. 
Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society.— There 
was  a fine  display  of  fish  on  J uly  22,  as  follows  : Messrs.  J.  A.  Fitch, 
dace,  lib.  loz. ; roach,  13,  31b.  2oz.  C.  Watling,  bream,  lib.  9oz.  ; 
dace,  lib.  15oz. ; roach,  3lb.  lloz.,  one  of  them  lib.  5|oz. 
Blatchley,  bream,  31b.  3oz. ; dace,  4oz.  ; roach,  31b.  6oz.  F.  Wat- 
ling, bream.  lib.  5oz. ; dace,  loz. ; roach,  51b.  lloz.,  one  of  them 
lib.  5£oz.  Richards,  dace,  2oz.  ; perch,  9oz. ; roach,  31b.  14oz.; 
Armstrong,  bream,  lloz.  : roach,  9oz.  J.  Osborne,  bream, 
21b.  14oz. ; roach,  241b.  lOoz. ; tench,  9oz.  Cartwright,  bream, 
31b.  lOoz. : roach,  91b.,  one  lib.  8oz.  Duncombe,  bream,  lib.  6oz. 
dace,  2oz. ; roach,  11b.  lloz.,  one  weighing  lib.  2^oz.  Parkey, 
rudd,  ooz.  J.  J.  Fitch,  rudd,  6oz.  Sarge,  roach,  lib.  5oz.  ; and 
Francis,  roach,  3oz.  On  July  30  there  will  be  a select  concert  for 
the  benefit  of  W.  Newman. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorials.— Mr.  Barlow,  Joe 
Woodard,  G.  Fortescue,  and  W.  Blackmore,  brought  in  on  Wed- 
nesday night  a very  fine  show  of  roach  from  the  Lea,  total  weight, 
601b.  Water  very  bright  and  weedy.  I was  after  bream  but  got 
a blank.  Mr.  Wood  had  a fine  show  of  barbel  and  dace  from 
Thames.— H.  Short. 

Havelock  Angling  Society  — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  July  ^2,  and  some  very  fine  fish  were  weighed-in. 
Mr.  T.  Thompson  had  161b.  lloz.  roach,  one  bream,  4lb.  3oz.,  and 
some  good  dace,  the  six  largest  roach  weighiDg71b.  13£oz. ; Messrs. 
Rivelly,  Hilton,  and  Hubbard  also  had  some  good  roach  and 
dace. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— On  July  22  the  following  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  C.  T.  Russell  some  nice  roach  and  bream ; Braham,  dace 
and  roach;  and  A.  Fish,  bream  and  roach.  Our  peg-down  match 
takes  place  on  July  29,  at  Hatfield  Peverel.  The  train  leaves 
Liverpool-street  station  8.20;  one  rod  only  to  be  carried.  To 
start  ten  o’clock;  cease  fishing  5.30. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  22,  Mr.  F. 
Newton  weighed-in  141b.  4|oz.  of  roach.  The  annual  dinner 


announced  to  take  place  on  July  29,  at  the  Greyhound,  Enfield 
Lock,  is  unavoidably  postponed. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  22, 
Mr.  Davis  weighed-in  carp,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  roach.  On  Tues- 
day, Mr.  A.  R.  Bartleet  was  elected  an  honorary  member.  We 
shall  have  our  usual  extension  on  Bank  Holiday,  viz.,  from  12 
noon,  Aug.  4,  till  11.45  p.m.  Aug.  6,  one  weigh-in  only.— Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society  — On  July  22  the 
following  weighed-in : Mr.  Carpenter,  some  very  fine  roach, 
several  over  lib.  each ; Mr.  G.  Holder  had  some  Prussian  carp, 
largest  lib.  *2oz. ; Mr.  Croker  also  bad  a fine  show  of  roach. 
Others  were  out,  but  did  little.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an 
angling  club  cannot  do  better  than  join  the  above.— J . H. 
Herbert 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members  will 
compete  for  series  of  special  prizes  on  July  29  and  Aug.  1.  1 ull 

particulars  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard 
weighed-in  some  handsome  roach  and  bream  on  July  22. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society. — On  July  22  Mr.  E.  Challen 
had  four  jack,  weighing  191b.  ; Mr.  G.  Scott,  bream  and  tench 
(441b.);  Mr.  Ide,  bream  and  roach  (4§lb.) ; and  Mr.  Onree,  dace. 
At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  Messrs.  Crook  and  Fricker  were 
elected  members  of  our  society. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society.— Members  will  please  note 
that  the  prize  competition  arranged  for  the  29th  inst.  will  take 
place  at  South  Waylands,  near  Esher.  Train  leaves  Waterloo 
Station,  8.45  a.m. ; returns  from  Esher,  8.36  p.m. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association.— Ten  of  our 
members  journeyed  to  Twickenham  on  July  22,  to  fish  in  tne 
punt  competition,  which  resulted  in  only  two  prizes  being 
taken,  by  Messrs.  C.  Stevens  and  A.  Prole:  others  had  fish,  but 
did  not  come  up  to  the  required  weight  (Rule  22).  Gross  weight 
for  the  day,  111b.  6oz. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  the  following 
weighed-in : Mr.  Muscatell,  71b.  roaeh  and  bream,  three  roach 
over  lib.  each;  Mr.  Richardson,  61b.  15oz.,  three  roach  over  lib. 
each;  Mr.  Watling,  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Barnes,  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  Hay  tread,  roach;  Mr.  More,  roach;  Mr.  White,  roach 
and  jack.  I must  request  members  to  attend  on  Wednesday 
next,  to  settle  for  prizes  arranged  to  take  place  shortly.  W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. — Fair  sport  is  now 
being  obtained  in  the  Knowsley  water,  but  the  better  class  of  fish 
are  still  very  bashful.  It  is  queer  that  not  one  of  the  king  carp 
has  been  taken.  A small  party  have  had  a good  day  m a 
Cheshire  mere,  bringing  home  571b.  of  perch,  roach,  and  bream, 
heaviest  4£lb. — R.  Woolfall.  _ 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— Cur 
meeting  on  Monday  last  was  very  well  attended,  but  little  busi- 
ness was  done.  It  is  most  important  that  members  should 
attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  next. — James  Reynolds.  [Will 
Mr.  Reynolds  send  his  address  to  manager  ?] 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.  — We  did  not  have  a very 
good  attendance  on  Tuesday,  but  several  members  have  been  out 
during  the  week.  Messrs.  Jenny  and  Oliver  have  had  some  good 
sport  in  the  Lea,  several  of  their  roach  going  over  lib.  I have 
several  prizes  to  fish  for  if  members  will  oblige  by  coming  up  to 
make  arrangements. — J.  Comber. 

North  East  Brothers.— On  July  29  we  fish  a peg-down 
match  at  Maldon  East ; first  train  as  usual.  I hope  all  members 
will  show  up. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  Mr.  H. 
Stretch  weighed-in  dace,  the  other  membeis  being  too  late,  wui 
members  please  attend  next  Wednesday,  as  there  are  several 
matters  of  importance  to  discuss?  New  rules  are  now  ready. 
Another  working  member  was  elected,  and  we  have  room  lor  a 
few  more.  Any  gentleman  having  a desire  to  join  an  angling 
club  that  is  worked  on  a sound  financial  basis  should  apply  tor 


particulars  to — Greg. 

Oak  Angling  Society.— We  had  a nice  show  ™ach  on 
July  22,  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Wright,  G.  Bond,  and  T.  Watts.  Mr. 
Bond  had  one  going  lib.  2£oz.  Several  of  our  members  had  fish, 
but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh.  I hope  members  will  show  up  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  I have  some  important  business  to  bring  forward. 
— J.  H.  Holden. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  next  match 
will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  August  5,  ana  £3  os.  will  do 
divided  in  prizes.  Will  those  members  who  are  in  arrears  please 
make  themselves  eligible  next  week. — G.  Etherjngton. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society.— Several  of  ourmembers 
were  out  on  the  15th  inst;  Messrs.  Silverton  and  Wilton  weighed- 
in  roach  and  dace,  saving  us  a blank.  On  the  22nd  inst.,  J.  Gay 
weighed-in  61b.  3oz.  of  roach,  and  S.  Silverton,  *>lb.  lOoz.  of  roach 
from  Ware,  both  having  some  fine  specimen  fish. — W.  Russell. 

Peterborough  Angling  Society.— On  Saturday  the 
annual  fishing  match  took  place  near  to  Orton  Staunch.  lnere 
were  thirty-eight  competitors,  and  twenty-nine  secured  prizes. 
The  prospects  were  bad  from  the  outset,  the  weed-cutters  having 
been  at  work  only  a few  days  before,  and  most  ot  the  fish  had  not 
returned.  The  first  prize  of  £2  2s.  was  secured  by  Mr.  w. 
Wright  with  the  small  weight  of  21b.  IjJoz.,  or  at  a price  of  one 
guinea  per  pound;  the  other  weights  for  prizes  varied  from  that 
to  l^oz.  On  Monday  a convivial  evening  and  smoking  concert 
was  held  at  the  Saracen’s  Head  club-room,  when  Mr.  R.  1 urvis, 
Wimbledon,  S.W.,  and  Unionist  candidate  for  this  city,  was 
present.  The  chairman  announced  that  over  £15  had  been  given 
by  the  association  in  prizes,  and  they  still  had  a balance  ol  £65  at 
the  bank.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  speeches  and 
song.— E.  A.  Samwell.  „ ^ 

Phoenix  Angling  Society. — On  July  22  Messrs.  C.  Dove 
F.  Dove,  and  Reed  had  a handsome  show  of  roach,  largest 
lib.  lOoz. ; Messrs.  Boufller.  Elbourn,  Milton,  R.  Carr,  J.  Carr, 
Keiller,  and  Mares  having  a nice  sprinkling  of  bream,  roach,  and 
dace.  There  will  be  a go-where-you-like  for  two  days  (Bank 
Holiday)  for  5£  guinea  prizes.  I much  regret  to  announce  the 
death,  through  drowning,  of  one  of  our  old  members,  on  July  22, 
at  Littlehampton,  whilst  out  with  several  more  members.— 
W.  Elbourn.  . „ 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials. — On  July  22  Mr.  Rodber 
weighed-in  a fine  show  of  fish — one  trout,  61b.  12oz. ; chub,  31b.  7oz. 
On  Aug.  1 there  will  be  a special  meeting  for  most  important  busi- 
ness, when  I hope  all  will  attend.  Three  new  members  will  bo 
balloted  for. — J.  H.  . 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society.— Some  thirty-eight 
members  took  part  in  our  pegged-down  match  in  the  Langley 
Canal  on  July  22,  with  the  result  of,  perhaps,  the^  finest  show  or 
roach  (one  day’s  take)  from  that  water,  nearly  701b.,  all  roach. 
The  prizes  were  won  by  the  following:  Messrs.  Dilleyston, 

151b.  2ioz.  (several  scaling  over  lib.) ; Guy,  101b.  l$oz. ; Brock, 
91b.  |oz  ; King,  71b.  9oz.;  Taigett,  41b.  lO^oz.;  Wilson, 
31b.  15$oz. ; Read,  lib.  14|oz. ; and  several  smaller  takes.  The 
first-named  also  took  an  extra  prize  for  the  largest  roach.  On 
Monday  we  had  a very  interesting  report  from  our  delegates; 
Mr.  Moore  was  elected  a fishing  member;  and  there  are  two 
others  forelection  next  Monday. — W.  Bowyer. 

Prince  Regent  Angling  Society. — Our  annmil  dinner  at 
the  Pied  Bull,  St.  Margaret’s,  on  the  3rd  inst.  (supplied  by  Host 
Lyndsell),  was  a great  success,  and  a very  comfortable  day  was 
spent.  Mr.  Butler,  fishing  at  Huntingdon,  caught  two  nice  rudd, 
21b.  6oz.  and  lib.  6oz.  respectively. — S.  W.  Hawkings 

Queen’s  Piscatorials. — We  had  a fine  show  of  jack  on  the 
19tn  by  Messrs.  Norris  and  Brett.  On  the  22nd,  the  following 
members  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Gilles,  dace ; Eldridge,  roach  and 


l';dw,u',d"’  bream  Mr.  Urott  lmd  a nlco  lot  of  roach, 
11,11  Mr.  Norris  I,  trout.  A line  j...-k  of  (ill,.,  and  a few  roach  wore 
rA0,V r'!,d  ,,y  Mr*  Morris.  Monday,  the  80th,  Ih  our 
I |l  s ’ w lon  ^ope  to  ioe  tl  good  muster  or  angling  frlondn. 

5 Rodney  Piscatorials.—  Tho  next  visit  on  the  AnglerH1 
AMMod'iUt111  I 1H1  will  hr  paid  to  this  society  on  Tuowlay,  J 

l opo  a*  i iil.s  will  show  in  lull  lorec.  Several  or  our  mninborB 
• ii  ' A,!,i  m 1 ' iil10  ->Jll<1’  ftn,l  weighed  in  line  shown,  as 
loiiow h : Mnshrs.  U.  i Sharirian.  roach,  dace,  and  bream;  .1.  WMcy, 
roach  and  bream  ; 1- . 1.  Lam barton,  roach  and  bream;  J.  VVin- 
cott,  roach  and  dace;  J.  Davis,  dace;  total  gross  weight,  40lb. 
Dm  next  monthly  outing  will  take  place  on  *J!Hh  Inst,  at  Amber- 
lc.\  ; go  where  you  like. — 1<\  T.  IjAmiikhton. 

anc*  Crown  Angling'  Sooiety.  Our  outing  to  the 
w cinii  llarjion  July  *J2  was  a great  success,  most  of  our  members 
lakmg  some  good  llsh.  'I’he  season  ticket  given  by  Mr.  Warner 
was  won  by  J hick  wood,  and  the  second  prizo  (a  handsome  clock, 
gnen  by  tie  Measurer,  Mr.  Itcade)  was  taken  by  Mr.  Payne. 
Messrs,  laivett  and  Shaw,  fishing  at  Amberley,  took  some  nice 
roach  and  bream.— It.  E.  Rookhs. 

Royal  George  Angling  Sooiety.— Wo  had  a splendid 
show  ol  llsh  ol  all  kinds  on  July  22,  taken  by  the  following: 
Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Hughes,  sen.,  Hughes,  jun.,  Harris,  jun., 
hartani.  and  Gibbons.  Wo  llsh  a competition  on  July  29  at 
( ooknam,  lor  some  excellent  prizes.  Usual  conditions.  All  to 
cease  fishing  at  7 p.m. — J.  Gihhons. 

Royai  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  the  following 
wdghed-m  : Mr.  S.  Yeo,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  G.  Yeo,  roach; 
Mr  Alton!,  roach;  Mr.  JI.  Sallnow,  roach;  Mr.  Perry,  roach; 
Mr.  Morris,  roach;  also  Mr.  Pignatelli,  roach. — F.  P. 

St.  Albans  and  Excelsior  United.— Our  show  of  fish  on 
the  2uid  mst.  consisted  of  a bream,  81b.,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Sands  at 
Amberley . 81b.  of  roach  and  barbel  by  Mr.  E.  Beale,  from 
Iwickenham;  .'lib.,  bream,  &e.,  by  Mr.  H.  Allen,  from  same 
locality;  and  21b.,  roach,  by  A Lambert,  from  Wraysburv.— 
F.  J.  Dale.  j j 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— At  our  last  meeting,  final 
arrangeineiitM  were  made  for  our  outing  to  Wades  Mill.  Mr. 
W.  Ii.  Wood  was  elected  a working  member,  and  Mr.  W.  A. 
Barlow  proposed  as  a working  member.  Ballot  next  Wednesday. 
— F.  Thorling.  j 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  22 
Messrs.  (..Johns  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  tench;  J.  Connolly 
roach  and  perch;  D.  Davies,  roach;  and  G.  Young,  roach! 
July  30  is  the  date  of  our  return  visit.  Visitors  will  be  heartily 
welcomed.— p- G.  Young. 

St.  Thomas’  Angling  Society.— We  fish  on  July  29,  at 
Amberley,  for  stxclub  prizes— lGs.,  11s.,  8s.,  Gs.,  5s..  and  4s.  Our 
annual  dinner  took  place  on  July  15  at  the  Anglers’  Hotel, 
Walton-on- ihames,  when  all  were  highly  satisfied  at  the  land- 
lord s catering. — (4.  Morton. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.— We  had  a good  show 
ol  roach  and  bream  from  the  Central  Association  water  at 
Amberley  on  the  22nd  by  Messrs.  W.  Stone,  G.  Ballinger,  and 
Wm  Anstay  The  last  named  member's  largest  roach  scaled 
-lb.  UOZ  which  looks  a good  thing  for  the  president's  silver 
medal.  Mr.  Ballinger  had,  with  Mr.  Anstay,  several  roach  over 
lib.  each,  4 be  bream  were  close  on  31b.  each.  The  Arun  is  pro- 
ducing some  grand  fish  this  season,  both  from  the  free  fishing  as 
well  as  the  water  rented.  The  members  are  going  out  in  full 
force  on  tne  29th  to  endeavour  to  beat  the  21b.  Uoz.  roach— J. 
Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society. — At  our  last  meeting  it  was 
arranged  that  we  have  a branch  of  the  above  club  held  at  the 
Duke  of  j ork.  York-road,  Waterloo-road,  to  enable  our  mem- 
bers living  south  a chance  of  weighing-in  their  fish  from  the 
ihames,  as  we  in  many  cases  find  that  our  members  are  not 
home  m time  to  record  their  takes,  and  we  have  at  times  lost 
some  good  specimens,  which  we  lay  ourselves  out  to  have  cased. 
We  had  a good  show  this  week.  Messrs.  F.  Cooper,  tench;  A. 
Tilbury,  tench  and  rudd;  F.  Penny,  tench  and  rudi;  C.  Tilbury, 
tjj1*  aiY*  rucM-  All  members  are  earnestly  invited  to  attend  on 
Wednesday  next,  as  we  have  some  very  special  business  to  trans- 
act, and  we  can  do  with  one  or  two  more  good  members.— J.  G 

Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  following 
members  had  fish  on  the  22nd  inst.  : North,  roach  and  bream, 
Vi!?'  i (°ne  roach,  21b.);  E.  Wright,  bream  and  roach, 
41b.  12^oz.  (one  roach,  lib.  l|oz.);  Feven,  roach,  lib.  5|oz. ; 
Petrie,  roach  and  dace,  lib.  15|oz.  ; King,  21b.  144oz.,  roach, 
chub,  end  dace  ; Aldis,  jack,  51b.  ll|oz.— C.  B.  Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.— On  July  22  eight  of 
our  members  weighed-in ; top  weight  Mr.  Gill,  with  just  on  81b. 
of  roach,  only  eight  fish  (the  largest  lib.  Sfoz.,  lib.  Gioz., 
lib.  loz.,  and  111).  Ofoz.);  Messrs.  Geale,  bream  and  roach  (largest 
bream.  31b.) ; Jacobs,  dace  and  roach  (largest  dace,  8£oz.) ; Massey, 
perch,  bream,  and  roach  ; Puttock,  roach  and  dace;  Mengles,  one 
dace,  lOfoz. ; Clark,  roach;  Elstob,  one  dace,  Sfoz.  Mr.  Crook 
has  been  elected  unanimously.  In  future  honorary  members  will 
be  elected  to  our  society  on  payment  of  5s.  annually  in  advance, 
no  entrance  fee  being  charged.  I shall  be  pleased  to  forward  any 
further  particulars  that  may  be  required  by  any  gentleman  thinking 
of  joining  the  society. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society. —The  following 
weighed-in  on  July  22 : Mr.  Hart,  a tine  show  of  roach  (91b.  5oz.) ; 
Mr.  Hooper.  31b.  Sfoz.  ; Mr.  Canton,  41b.  Gfoz.;  Mr.  Manning, 
olb.  lloz. : Mr.  Jones,  51b.  12oz.  (roach  and  bream).  I hope 
members  will  attend  on  Thursday  next  to  arrange  an  outing  — T 
Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.  — On  July  22,  Mr. 

G^ley  secured  the  second  prize  with  bream  and  dace;  and  Mr. 

J.  H.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  took  the  society's  prize.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Friday  evening,  as  we 
have  a lot  of  important  business  to  arrange,  viz.,  South  London 
visit  to  our  society ; outing  for  cup,  <fec.,  given  by  our  president; 
outing  to  Hythe  next  month,  <fec. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Visiting  Iaist. — A return  visit 
was  paid  to  the  St.  George’s  Angling  Society  on  the  23rd,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  only  nine  societies  answered  the  roll  call,  but 
there  was  some  good  harmony,  and  a most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  I he  next  visit  will  be  to  the  South  Bermondsey  Pisca- 
torials. notice  of  date  next  week. — Ale.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  22.  Mr.  Chamberlin,  bream  and  roach;  Balding,  roach, 
perch,  and  dace;  Mr.  Gerrard,  roach  : Mr.  West,  roach;  Jewson, 
roach  ; Mr  Combs,  roach;  Mr.  Huxell,  roach  and  bream. — 

G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.— On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Anstead 


Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  mem- 
Teek  as  followa  : — Messrs.  F.  Cresswell, 
clmb,  Mb,  9oz. ; H.  Jordan,  roach;  W.  Brinton,  roach  and  bream; 
H.  Hook  bream;  J.  Hicks,  roach  and  bream;  (4.  Grimwood 
roach  and  bream. — P.  Smith. 


SEVENTH  ANGLING  COMPETITION. 

Stnoe  my  last  report,  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with 
thanks,  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  : Havelock 
3s.  ; Howick  Brothers,  4s. ; Enterprise,  Is.  ; Waltonians’ 
ia-  > Enterprise  Rovers,  7s.  ; Anglers’  Pride,  Is 
Successful  competitors  will  please  attend  at  the 
Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Queen’s-road 
Dalston,  on  Monday,  the  30th,  to  receive  their  prizes- 
nearest  station,  Haggerstone,  North  London. 

S.  Malby,  Sec. 


Startling  Rumours  op  War  are  in  the  air.  The  statesman 
watches  the  course  of  events  with  manifest  anxiety.  A word  from 
nm  may  precipitate  matters  and  hurl  the  nations  into  deadly 
combat.  He  must  keep  his  nerve-all  depends  on  that  Once  let 
ms  nerve  fail  him  and  be  knows  full  well  some  terrible  mistake 
wdl  be  made,  some  hasty  word  spoken,  and  then  indeed  all  will 
bo  lost  1 here  are  times  in  our  daily  life  when  every  man  finds 
himsell  Similarly  placed.  Everything  depends  upon  nerve  Let 
him  be  prepared  for  such  times,  and  by  the  uh0  of  Holloway’s 
Puls  keep  his  head  clear,  bis  blood  pure,  and  his  frame  invigorated. 


weighed-  n u specimen  perch  and  bream;  Mr.  II.  Moekrldge  a 
mi"!  t’r1l,aJn’  i’1’10*1,  UMl1  ,0U<,1‘-  Tuesday  next,  arrangements  ! 
will  bo  made  for  an  outing  for  club  prizes.  Members  will  oblige 

ilfgbt— H "rkavkk  1 lll0°  membor*  wore  elected  last  meeting  ; 

True  Caledonian  Angling-  Society.  Three  of  our 
membors  during  the  last  few  days  have  been  taking  a few  fish,  i 
Mr.  Mills  having  six  carp,  tho  largest  41b.  lloz.;  Mr.  George.  ! 
amongst  bilb.  lUoz.,  principally  dace,  having  one  l loz.  : and  .Mr. 
Mai «h  having  a few  dace,  roach,  and  clmb.  -Tno8.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of  tho 
above  were  out  on  July  22  with  the  following  result:  Messrs.  J.  ] 
Oakley,  roach  mid  porch  ; J.  Steers,  roach  and  dace  : W Win-  ] 
dred,  roach  and  perch,  F.  Lewis,  porch;  W.  Holding,  dace ; J.  1 
Marlin,  perch  Several  other  members  were  out,  but  returned 
with  blanks. — H.  TYLmt. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society  — Wc  had  some  grand 
shows  on  our  trays  on  July  22,  contributed  by  the  following 

'in?ni o,r'S : M.r'iuK",k,’  l0a"h,v  15ottH’  roa<'1'  (two  specimen  llsln 
lib.  lOoz  and  11b.  4J°z.) ; Howson,  roach  and  bream  (largest 
roach,  lib.  1-Joz.  ; Morning,  roach;  Burch,  roach  and  perch.  Wo 
bad  a good  meeting  on  the  24th,  Mr.  Howson  in  the  chair  I 
wish  to  inform  members  (hat  the  next  match  takes  place  on 
ttt  Amberley,  roving,  all  to  start  on  the  morning.— H.  0. 
Waihani  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society.— 
Since  last  report  Mr.  F.  Allder  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach 
and  dace.  On  July  22  wo  fished  a matcli  at  Wray  Stury  with 
the  following  result:  First,  Mr.  A.  Glass;  second,  Mr  T 
Ooombe;  and  third,  Mr.  E.  Sutchall.  Messrs.  T.  Allder,  Carter' 
and  G.  Powe  also  had  fish. — E.  SUTEHALL. 

Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— This  has  been 
a better  week  to  us  here.  Messrs.  Chapman,  Shambrooke,  and 
Saville  have  weighcd-in  chub,  and  Messrs.  Simmons,  Seville 
Shambrooke,  Perry,  Chapman,  and  Lapwood  have  had  good 
loaeli,  the  largest  being  lib.  4oz.,  by  Shambrooke,  and  lib  lioz 
by  Lapwood,  jun.  On  Friday  next  we  hold  our  annual  generai 
settling  up  meeting,  to  arrange  prizes,  &c.,  for  the  season  All 

noaSe-Va  BnACSted  l°  tU'’n  UP'  London  mel“bers  please 
Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association— The  annual 

dinner  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Tilehurst 
on  the  18th  mst.,  when  a good  many  members  and  their  friends 
availed  themselves  of  the  pleasant  outing  and  excellent  banquet 
provided  most  satisfactorily,  by  the  proprietress.  The  chair  was 
ably  filled  by  David  Glasgow,  Esq. ; J.  Collingridge,  Esq.,  was  vice- 
cnairman.  the  royal  and  society  toasts  were  eloquently  rendered 
and  enthusiastically  responded  to,  and,  as  the  weather  was  fine,  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  day  was  spent  by  everybody.— H P Isaac 
vr  ,a  n °rth  Waltoiiian  Angling  Society.-On  tire  18th! 
Mr.  G.  Pearson  won  the  first  prize  of  the  season  with  a splendid 
show  o chub  and  dace,  just  beating  Mr.  J.  Risdon,  who  also  had 
a fine  show  on  22nd ; Sir  Brunker  weighed  in  a specimen  dace. 

Mi.  A.  S.  Stills  was  duly  elected  a fishing  member.  Messrs. 
Ghapman,  Harris,  and  Fardell  were  proposed  as  fishing  members 
and  will  beballoted  for  next  Wednesday.  There  will  be  two  prizes 
to  be  fished  for  on  the  30th,  being  £1  is.  and  Ills.;  bank  only.— 

G.  DIBBLE. 

Weniock  Angling  Society  .—On  the  22nd  inst.  the  following 
members  weighed-in:  Mr.  Sullivan,  roach  and  dace;  Mt\ 
Edwards,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Harden,  jun.,  roach-  Mr 
f xi  a gic®.earP  ,31b-  3loz.  The  result  sheets  of  the  coni 

cert  for  Mr.  Sullivan  will  be  ready  next  Thursday. W.  M. 

"Western  Piscatorials. — On  July  22  Mr.  Rider  weighed-in 
lGlb.  ooz.  of  roach  from  the  River  Stour.  Mr  W Eldrid^e 
weighed-m  231b.  13oz.  of  jack  from  the  Welsh  Harp;  and  Mr 
Garrod  a nice  roach,  weighing  ljlb.,  from  Kelveden. — D W 
EVANS. 

Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  22' 

the  following  weighed-111 : Mr.  F.  Horner,  101b.  Goz.  of  bream  and 

i?haei-iifIr'  TV?’  ^?wther-  7!b-  3i°z-  Of  roach,  one  fish  weighed 
lib  o¥lb. ; Mr  Simmons.  21b.  3goz.  of  bream— R.  Lowther. 

[1  he  secretary  s address  is  26,  Queen-street,  Stratford.] 
Westminster  Angling  Society— Our  midnight  match, 
on  the  22nd,  proved  a great  success.  Mr.  Atchison,  first,  with 
chub  and  roach;  Mr.  Roser,  second,  with  chub  ; Mr.  Eccarius, 
with  chub;  Mr.  Westlake  and  Mr.  Pope  also  had  chub! 

- ^ l.  ‘!n  Sd„t,lme , of  the  match  Mr-  Eccarius  captured  a 
splendid  chub  of  41b.  2^-oz.,  which  is  gone  to  Mr.  Antiss  to  be 
preserved  for  the  club.  We  shall  have  another  midnight  match 
and  a sweepstakes  this  season  Any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an 
angling  society  may  apply  to  secretary  of  the  club,  Windsor 
,^’•1  ^ rancis-street,  Westminster,  any  Tuesday  evening  at  9.0. 
White  Hart  Angling  Society. — Some  good  takes  of  roach 
were  frayed  m the  club  room  on  July  22,  Mr.  G.  Langton  weigh- 
mg-111  a roach  lib.  Mr.  Ballantine’s  prize  was  won  by  Mr  C 

July^-E^EE^OTf'  P°°le'S  ^ WiU  ^ flShed  for 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY*  J 
THAMLS  COMPETITION.  —3 

At  the  la«t  meeting  of  the  committee  the  offioerg 
were  elected,  ag  follows:  Chairman,  C.  J.  Carter : vioe- 
chairman,  Mr.  Iteed  ; treasurer,  J.  Jennings;  secretary, 
ii.  Abrahams ; assist.-sec.,  W.  Bowyer ; Clerks  of 
ISO  ales,  Messrs.  Baxter  and  Bumingham.  The  compe- 
tition  will  take  place  on  tho  Thames.  Date  and  place 
will  be  announced  in  F.  G.  Names  of  gentlemen  willing 
to  servo  on  the  committee  will  be  gladly  received 
hoveral  good  prizes  were  offered  fa  full  list  of  which 
will  appear  shortly).  All  prizes  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  secretary  (Societies  are  requested  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  next  committee  meeting,  which  will  take 
place  on  .Thursday  next,  Aug.  2 (8.30  p.m.),  at  the 
Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road  W All 
communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  secretary, 
B.  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting-hill  Cato,  W 


THE  FRIENDLY  ANGLERS’  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  held  their  summer  dinner  on  Saturday 
last,  at  the  Quarry  Hotel  at  Bourne  End,  a most 
delightful  pleasure  resort  on  the  Thames.  Mr.  H.  G 
Young  took  the  chair,  and  amongst  the  old  members 
present  of  this  veteran  society  were  Messrs.  George 
Newson  F.  Berry  S.  Peet,  W.  Bloxham,  H.  Mitchell, 
W.  H.  Howard,  W.  Hodgkinson,  and  W.  H.  Brougham 
(p°d°rary)-  The  first  toast  given  from  the  chair  was 

1 he  Queen  and  the  rest  of  the  Eoyal  Family  ” which 
was  most  loyally  responded  to.  Mr.  H.  Mitchell  pro- 
posed The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  ” 
and,  in  coupling  the  name  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  with 
it,  remarked  he  was  always  a welcome  guest  at  all  their 
gatherings,  and  no  assembly  of  theirs  would  be  con- 
sidered complete  without  him.  The  toast  was  drank 
with  great  enthusiasm,  to  which  Mr.  Brongham  suitably 
replied.  The  next  toast  came  from  the  chairman,  and 
that  was  “The  Friendly  Anglers,’’ which  he  said  was 
in  a very  prosperous  and  healthy  condition,  and  was 
drank  with  great  heartiness.  The  other  toasts  were  of 
a formal  character,  but  in  giving  “The  Host”  especial 
reference  was  made  to  the  manageress,  who  had  through- 
out paid  them  every  attention,  and  evidenced  a desire  to 
make  those  comfortable  who  remained  as  staying 
visitors.  Mr.  Brownsword,  Mr.  Bloxham,  Mr.  Berry 
and  others  contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening 
and  the  summer  gathering  at  the  Quarry  Hotel  will  not 
be  easily  forgotten.  g 


AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, 1894. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Friday,  Aug.  3,  to  Newmarket, 
Ely,  Hunstanton,  Dereham,  Colchester,  Ipswich  Lowes- 
toft  &c.  ; and  on  Saturday,  Aug.  4,  to  Cambridge, 
Wisbech,  Lynn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Hudders- 
field, Ashton,  Staleybridge,  Manchester,  &c.  A special 
booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street 
Station  from  July  30  to  Aug.  4 for  the  issue  of  ordinary 
tickets  and  of  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  to  Tues- 
day tickets  to  the  seaside  and  the  Broads  District  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  for  use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets 
can  also  be  obtained  at  the  company’s  offices  61 
Regent-street ; 215,  Edgware-road ; 51,  New  Oxford- 
street:  120,  Brompton-road ; and  at  their  City  and 
West-End  offices.  Additional  relieving  trains  will 
be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Nor- 
wich, Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c.  ; and  on 
baturday,  special  fast  trains  for  Yarmouth  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  8.0,  9.55,  10.5  a.m.,  12.35,  1.50,  and 
5 p.m.  For  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at 
business  until  late  in  the  evening  on  Saturday  a special 
midnight  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.25  a m. 
tor  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich 
calling  at  the  principle  intermediate  stations.  On  Bank 
Holiday  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Fenchurch-street  by  the  picturesque  route  to 
Southend-on  Sea,  also  to  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich  • 
and  from  Liverpool-street  and  St.  Pancrasto  Cambridge’ 
Ely,  and  Yarmouth.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A special 
service  of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to 
Chmgford,  Loughton,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House- 
from  Fenchurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton  ; and 
fr°“  Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  For  the  accommodation 
of  business  people  wishing  to  return  to  London  early 
Tuesday  morning  a special  fast  train  will  run  from 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Halesworth,  Clacton,  &c.,  due  at 
Liverpool-street  at  9.13  a.m. 


Irate  Owner  : Are  you  aware  that  you  are  trespass- 

ing in  this  water,  young  man?  ’’—Sharp  Youth  : “But 
Til?  ('(Je  water,  sir.” — Irate  Owner  (more  irate) : 

Confound  you,  but  you’ve  just  taken  a fish  out ! ” — . 
Sharp  \outh  : Yes,  sir  ; the  fish  was  trespassing.” 


LLANYMYNECH. 

"\)”ISI10RS  to  this  favourite  angling 
station  and  lovely  neighbourhood  can 
obtain  the  very  best  ACCOMMODATION, 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  by  address- 
ing as  under — 

Wire.  ROBERTS, 

Lion  Hotel,  Llanymynech,  Oswestry. 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

RIVER  OUSE. 

TJ'REE  FISHING  ALL  THE  YEAR. 

Special  Terms  to  Familios  staying 
Throe  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot  ; good  scenery.  Terms  moderate. 
’J  hreo  minutes’  walk  from  railway  station. 

J.  ROLPH,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VERY  moderate  charges,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stooked 
_ „ piko,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
Kffloient  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  AIho  sea 
boats  and  Kood  Bea  flRhing.  Magnificent  poenery  and 
health  roHort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  ahootlng 
Resident  Dootor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 


ANTED,  Lessons  in  Trout  and 
Salmon  Fly-dressing.  State  terms, 
&c- — “Flies,”  437,  High-road,  Chiswiok. 

•y  abet.— in  will  bo  paid  to  anyone 
scouring  Advertiser  SITUATION  as 
above ; 4J  years  good  character. — II.  T., 
35,  St.  Maur-road,  Fulham. 
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THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  mosl  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Write  for  “ Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette ),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 


Prices  : 

Coats,  42/-,  &c. ; K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. ; 
Gaiters,  10/6. 


I.I08BEIM 


Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

30,  Haymarket, 

? LONDON. 


WILLIAM  GARDEN , 
Fishing=Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

A.BBR.DBBN. 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  THE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 
BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OK  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water,  J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Pennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter  " says : “ I killed  with  King  s 
Bait  39  fish,  which  weighed  22pb..  many  over  lib.  each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  1 ackets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. ; postage  extra. 

Amid  OH  imitations  of  KING’S  “ NATURAL"  (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  b uying  any 
other,  when  told  it  is  the  same , or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  only,  which  has  a reputation  0/  20  Years. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d- 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM,  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commercial-rd.,  E.). 
OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


HOLi^OVD  B$OS., 

MAKERS  OF 

Reliable  Fishing  Hods  and  Tackle, 

59,  GRACECHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

LANGHAM  HOTEL 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  <teo. 
Artesian  Well  Water.  Electric  Light  throughout. 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6.30  until  8. IS. 

WEDDING  RECEPTIONS,  REGIMENTAL  AND  CLUB  DINNERS.  &C 


THE  BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB  LIMITED, 

Near  BONNDORF,  BADEN. 

Incorporated  under  the  Companies’  Acts  1862  to  1890,  whereby  the  liability  of  Members  is  limited  to  the  amount  of  their  holding. 

CAPITAL £10,000. 

In  200  Shares  of  £50  each.  Buyable  £5  on  Application;  £10  on  Allotment;  and  the  balance  on  the  14th  August,  1894. 


BOARD  OP  DIRECTION. 
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HARRY  WILMOT  LEE,  Esq.,  No.  1,  The  Sanctuary,  Westminster,  S.W.  I Sir  ROSE  PRICE,  Bart.,  Bad  Boll,  Germany. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  DALE,  Esq.,  No.  16,  Whitehall-place,  S.W. 


SOLICITOR. 

F.  DOUGLAS-NORMAN,  Esq.,  No.  4,  New  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C. 

HON.  SECRETARY  IN  GERMANY. 

Colonel  H.  B.  ROBERTS,  Freiburg,  Germany. 
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Messrs.  C.  HOARE  & CO.,  No.  37,  Fleet-street,  London,  E.C. 

HON.  SECRETARY  and  OFFICES  (pro  tem.). 

HARRY  WILMOT  LEE,  Esq.,  No.  4,  New  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C. 


I3  IR,  OSPECTUS. 


This  Company  is  formed  to  acquire  a lease  from  the  Government  of 
Baden  of  the  right  of  fishing  the  River  Wutach,  in  the  Black  Forest, 
for  40  miles  from  about  five  miles  above  Boll  to  its  junction  with  the 
Rhine ; and  further,  to  purchase  as  a going  concern  and  carry  on  as  a 
first-class  Hotel  and  Club-house  the  picturesquely-situated  Bad  Boll  Hotel, 
together  with  20  Acres  of  Freehold  Land,  a Mineral  Water  Spring,  and  all 
the  live  and  other  Stock  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  Estate. 

The  Wutach  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  finest  trout  and  grayling 
streams  in  Europe.  It  is  about  25  yards  wide,  with  rock  and  gravel 
bottom,  and  runs  through  the  Bad  Boll  Estate.  It  contains  an  unusual 
quantity  of  fish  food,  and  is  capable  of  holding  a very  large  stock  of  fish. 

The  Estate,  consisting  of  about  20  acres  of  freehold  land,  is  admirably 
situated  2000  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  a handsome  and  commodious 
Hotel  and  annexe,  containing  64  rooms,  with  70  beds  (besides  servants’ 
accommodation),  Reception  and  other  rooms,  a Dining-room  to  seat  over 
100  persons,  and  an  excellent  Bath-house,  with  all  appliances  for  pine, 
medical,  electric,  hot-air,  and  other  baths,  has  been  built  thereon. 

Attached  to  the  Hotel  are  a Bowling-alley,  good  Stables  and  Cow- 
sheds, a complete  Fish  Breeding  Establishment,  an  Establishment  for 
Bottling  the  Natural  Mineral  Water  (which  is  extremely  pleasant  drinking) 
procured  from  a Spring  on  the  Estate,  and  a Machine,  worked  by  a Turbine, 
for  making  wood  shavings  for  packing,  to  keep  the  hands  employed  during 
the  off  season. 

The  hotel  is  lighted  throughout  by  electric  light  (the  electricity  being 
generated  by  water  power),  and  the  drainage  is  modern  and  good. 

Bad  Boll,  situated  as  it  is  at  an  altitude  of  2000  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  and  surrounded  by  Pine  Woods,  is  justly  esteemed  as  a health  resort. 
The  journey  from  Neustadt,  on  the  Hollenthal  Railway,  at  present  involves 
a drive  of  about  two  hours’  duration.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the 
German  Government  contemplate  opening  a railway  station  in  the  imme- 


diate vicinity.  Bad  Boll  can  now  be  reached  in  a little  over  twenty-five 
hours  from  London  at  a small  cost,  and  the  charges  at  the  hotel  will  be 
characterised  by  moderation. 

In  the  past  the  hotel  has  been  carried  on  at  a profit,  although  the 
season  has  been  limited  to  about  six  weeks  only,  and  the  Hotel  and  its 
advantages  have  been  little  known.  With  the  support  of  a number  of 
anglers,  the  season  should  be  extended  to  six  months,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  an  increased  profit  will  be  earned. 

Each  Subscriber  for  Shares,  by  virtue  of  his  holding,  will  be  entitled 
to  the  free  right  of  fishing,  subject  to  Bye-laws  which  will  be  formulated 
for  the  proper  and  efficient  working  of  the  Club. 

The  price  fixed  for  the  twenty  acres  of  freehold  land  and  mineral 
water  spring,  the  hotel  and  annexe,  the  lease  of  the  fishing  rights  over 
forty  miles  of  the  Wutach,  at  an  annual  rental  of  £103  until  181*7,  with 
right  of  renewal  for  a further  period  of  twelve  years  at  an  annual  rental 
from  January  31,  1897,  of  £175,  the  electric  light  and  other  machinery, 
fixtures,  furniture,  stock  live  and  dead,  plant,  carriages  and  other  vehicles, 
and  goodwill,  is  £8000,  payable  as  to  £4000  in  cash  on  the  completion  of 
the  purchase,  and  the  balance  to  remain  on  mortgage  at  £4  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  not  to  be  called  in,  except  at  the  option  of  the  Company,  before 
the  1st  July,  1896.  No  promotion  money  has  been  or  will  be  paid. 

The  contract  for  purchase  has  not  yet  been  executed,  but  in  the  event  of 
the  same  not  being  signed  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November,  1894,  all 
money  subscribed  for  Shares  will  be  returned  in  full. 

Copies  of  the  Memorandum  and  Articles  of  Association,  and  a draft 
of  the  contract  for  purchase,  may  be  inspected  at  the  office  of  the  Company's 
Solicitor.  The  draft  contract  is  subject  to  alteration. 

Applications  for  Shares  must  be  made  on  the  forms  accompanying  the 
prospectus. 

Dated  July  26th,  1894. 
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[July  28,  1894 


Jingling  ^fixtures. 

July  29.  ■ 

Alma  : Matoli  at  Windsor. 

Bermondsey  Brothers:  Monthly  competition. 
Blaokfriars  : Dinner  and  outing  to  Watoringbury. 
Brompton  : Outing  to  Amborloy. 

Clerkonwell  and  Distriot  Visiting  List : M atoh  at 
Amborloy. 

Maglo  : Match  (any  water). 

1 Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverol. 

Izaak  Walton : Match. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Sooiety  : Prize  outing. 

North- Hast  Brothers  : Match  at  Maldon  East. 

Park  : Matoli  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Rodney  : Monthly  outing. 

Royal  George  : Match  at  Oookham. 

St.  John’s:  Match  at  Wade’s  Mill. 

St.  Thomas  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

July  30. 

Dalston  : Distribution  of  prizes  won  in  A.B.  Com- 
petition. 

Hull  Times  <£50  competition  at  Brigg  (on  the 
Ancholme). 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Visit. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  : Visit. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Prize  outing. 

July  31. 

Good  Intent : Benefit  concert. 

Great  Eastern  : Visit. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Annual  supper. 

Rodney:  Visit. 

August  1. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match. 

August  2. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Visit. 

Aug.  5 and  6. — Battersea  Friendly  : Roving  match. 

„ 5 and  6. — Clissold : Match  at  Maldon. 

,i  5. — Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

„ 5 and  6. — Phoenix  : Match. 

,,  9. — Epsom  : Excursion  to  Amberley. 

It  18- — Copenhagen  : Excursion  and  dinner. 

,,  18  and  19. — Serapis  : Launch  outing. 

i.  19. — Battersea  Friendly : Return  match  at  Woking. 

• t 19. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  19. — Waggoners  : Roving  match  at  Amberley. 

„ 22. — Greenwich:  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 


golfings  bp  tfye  g8ap. 

The  prizes  won  in  the  competitions  at  Ware  and 
Enfield  Lock  will  be  distributed  by  Mr.  Beckett  (vice- 
president  of  the  Anglers’  Association)  on  Monday 
evening  next,  July  30,  at  the  club-room  of  the  Dalston 
Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street, 
Queen’s-road,  Dalston. 

******* 

On  the  Rosses  Fishery,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal,  some 
excellent  sport  is  being  had.  Major  Gosselin,  on  Dung- 
loe lake,  on  July  23,  had  ten  trout  averaging  lib.,  and 
Miss  Gosselin  six.  Fish  up  to  3 Jib.  have  been  taken  by 
Mr.  B.  Gosselin.  The  lakes,  says  Mr.  Hanlan,  are  at 
the  present  time  full  of  fish,  and  visitors  will  do  well 
to  test  for  themselves  the  quality  of  the  fishing  at 
Dungloe. 

******  * 

A special  meeting  of  the  Conference  Committee  of 
the  Amalgamated  Societies  of  Yorkshire  Anglers  was 
held  on  July  21  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Leeds.  The 
Secretary  (Mr.  Webb)  stated  that  he  had  written  to  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  soliciting  his 
aid  in  obtaining  an  amendment  of  the  Fresh  Water 
Fisheries  Act,  but  no  reply  had  been  received.  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  West  Riding  Joint  Committee  congratulating  it  on 
the  passing  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act,  and  promising 
the  support  of  the  Yorkshire  anglers  in  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  measure. 

******* 

“ The  following  details  of  a fine  catch  of  bream,” 
says  Mr.  J.  G.  Allen,  “ may  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers : Three  rods,  fishing  in  private  water  near 
Oulton  Broad,  secured,  on  July  23,  2381b.,  or  17  stone 
(ninety-five  fish)  ; average,  2§lb. ; largest  3jlb.  The 
party  was  pioneered  by  George  Bull,  the  Oulton  fisher- 
man.” 

******* 

A 4jlb.  Chub,  taken  by  Mr.  Ecarius,  of  the  West- 
minster Angling  Society,  at  Hampton,  on  July  22,  is 
being  “ cased  ” by  Mr.  Anstiss. 

* _ * * * * * * 

Anglers  in  search  of  apartments  in  Essex,  Hertford- 
shire, Cambridgeshire,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk,  should 
write  to  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  line, 
Liverpool- street  Station,  for  “ Quiet  Nooks.”  “ Farm- 
houses and  Country  Lodgings  ” gives  the  names, 
addresses,  descriptions  of  houses,  with  the  accommoda- 
tion, nearest  railway  station,  fares,  period  for  which 
return  tickets  are  available,  and  remarks  on  the  fishing 
to  be  obtained  at  the  various  places  enumerated. 
******* 

Mr.  W.  L.  Agger,  of  Cambridge,  sends  us  the  follow- 
ing : “ Mr.  H.  E.  Rowe,  of  3,  Dorset-terrace,  Hills-road, 
took  from  the  Granta  recently  a bream  weighing  G.J  1 b . , 
one  of  3Jlb.,  one  of  541b. , and  one  turning  the  scale  at 
41b.  Mr.  Prime  took  a fine  trout  from  King’s  Mill 
weighing  3Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Dring,  of  Bridge-street,  took  a 
similar  fish  which  turned  the  Hcale  at  ljjlb.  Mr.  Castle, 
fishing  at  Grantchester,  landed  some  nice  roach,  includ- 
ing one  of  lib.  3oz.  Some  fino  roach  have  also  boon 
tabon  from  the  free  water  at  Littleport.  Mr.  Ernest 


Fox  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling  Society)  has  had  some 
grand  sport  at  Earith  Bridge. 

«*#•*•• 

Many  London  anglers  who  fish  the  river  Stour  will  bo 
glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  P.  Riebold,  of  Nay  land,  hon. 
water  bailiff  of  the  River  Stour  Conservancy  Board,  has 
again  been  successful  in  capturing  a large  wire  tench 
net  in  the  River  Stour  between  Nayland  and  Bures. 
Any  angler  can  see  it  on  his  premises  at  Nayland.  ! Mr. 
P.  Riobold  cortainly  has  the  thanks  of  every  true 
sportsman.] 

******* 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  at  St.  Petersburg 
the  owners  of  the  yachting  steamer  Midnight  Sun  have 
cancelled  the  sailing  of  their  steamer  to  the  Baltic  and 
St.  Petersburg,  which  was  fixed  for  Sept.  8,  and  instead 
of  this  contemplated  voyage  (as  will  be  seen  from  our 
advertising  columns)  the  Midnight  Sun  will  make  a 
cruise  round  the  British  Isles,  sailing  from  the  Tyne  on 
Aug.  25,  and  calling  at  London  on  Aug.  27,  where  the 
cruise  may  be  said  to  begin.  The  ports  of  call  will 
embrace  all  places  of  interest. 

******* 

We  are  informed  “ that  a part  of  the  River  Wey,  at 
Weybridge,  is  about  to  be  emptied  to  run  the  drainage 
across,  and  that  there  are  tons  of  fish  that  will  be 
unlawfully  taken  out  by  a lot  of  roughs,  as  they  did 
four  years  ago,  when  they  did  up  the  locks.  It  was 
disgraceful ; we  wish  you  would  do  something  to  stop 
it.”  Messrs.  Gems  Brothers,  of  Weybridge,  send  us 
this  information,  and  we  gladly  publish  it,  in  the  hope 
that  those  who  have  the  power  will  do  something  to 
prevent  this  wholesale  destruction  of  fish. 

* * * * * * * 

A great  feature  has  been  added  to  the  Aquarium 
programme  in  the  shape  of  Miss  Scottie,  the  clever 
collie.  This  pretty  creature  gave  her  first  performance 
on  Monday  before  a large  audience  and  excited  the 
greatest  applause.  Scottie  successfully  selected  from  a 
number  of  coloured  cards  any  that  were  named  by  the 
audience,  spelled  the  word  hands,  added  and  subtracted 
sums  of  four  columns,  selected  from  a pack  a card  which 
had  been  held  between  the  hands  of  a well-known  press- 
man present,  and  finally  went  “nap”  on  one  of  the 
riskiest  hands  ever  held  by  a player,  and  deservedly 
only  gained  four  tricks.  Scottie  is  distinctly  a lady 
whose  acquaintance  should  be  made,  for  her  training 
clearly  shows  that  canine  intelligence  is  of  a higher 
order  than  some  people  are  inclined  to  believe. 

******* 

The  Kent  Standard  says  that  a workman  was  recently 
“ lining  ” for  eels  in  the  Medway  not  far  from  the  Great 
Bridge  when  he  caught  a fine  plaice,  not  only  to  his  own 
astonishment  but  also  to  that  of  other  anglers.  Then, 
why  not  roach  and  dace  at  Blackfriars,  salmon  at  West- 
minster, pike  at  Vauxhall,  and  mackerel  at  R:chmond? 
Of  course  there  are  plenty  of  plaice  at  a place  called 
Billingsgate— somewhere  between  the  Tower  Bridge  and 
London  Bridge,  but  they  are  not  to  be  taken  “ lining.” 
******* 

The  directors  of  Perry  and  Co.,  steel  pen  makers,  have 
resolved  to  pay  on  Sept.  1 an  interim  dividend  on  the 
ordinary  shares  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  at 
rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum,  free  of  income  tax,  being 
at  the  same  rate  as  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
The  half-yearly  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  will 
be  paid  as  usual  at  the  fixed  rate  of  5 per  cent,  per 
annum. 

* ****** 

“ I have  received,”  says  “Halcyon,”  in  the  Leeds 
Mercury,  “ a long  and  most  sensible  letter  from  a well- 
known  Leeds  angler  with  regard  to  the  reprehensible 
practice  of  taking  every  fish  that  comes  to  the  hook. 
He  writes : ‘ One  day  during  the  past  week  I was 
walking  on  the  banks  of  the  Wharfe,  not  very  far  from 
Tadcaster,  when  I came  across  four  anglers.  Being  one 
myself,  I stopped  and  inquired  what  sport  they  had 
experienced.  One  of  them,  a veteran  of  some  sixty 
summers,  informed  me  that  the  fish  were  dead  off  the 
feed,  and  that  he  could  not  account  for  it.  He  had  tried 
maggot  all  day  and  could  not  get  a touch,  and  he  was 
certain  that  he  was  well  up  in  that  style  of  fishing.  He, 
however,  told  me  that  one  of  his  friends  had  done  well 
with  the  worm.  I therefore  went  up  to  the  individual  in 
question  and  expected  to  find  that  eels  and  flounders  were 
his  catch  ; but  in  answer  to  my  inquiry  I was  astonished 
to  hear  him  say  perch.  He  was  evidently  as  anxious  to 
exhibit  his  catch  as  I was  to  see  it.  But  judge  of  my 
amazement  when  I saw  about  fifty  perch,  the  only  one 
fit  to  take  being  about  5oz.,  the  rest  being  not  more 
than  2in.  long  or  weighing  more  than  l|oz.  Now,  do 
you  not  think  that  it  is  high  time  that  something  was 
done  to  put  a stop  to  such  wanton  slaughter  ? If  I 
remember  rightly,  the  Tadcaster  Angling  Club  put 
themselves  last  year  to  considerable  expense  in  intro- 
ducing perch  into  the  Wharfe,  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  thrive  and  some  day  afford  them  respectable 
sport.  Yet  here  is  the  case  of  a man  who  paid  nothing 
towards  the  expenses  of  stocking  the  river,  and  who 
does  not  scruple  to  take  out  these  baby  fish.” 
******* 

“ I welcome  my  friend’s  lettor.  No  one  feels  moro 
strongly  on  this  point  than  I do.  It  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  expect  any  water  to  be  ever  worth  anything 
if  such  practices  are  allowed.  What  I marvel  at  is  what 
the  Tadcaster  Angling  Club  is  about  to  allow  such  a 
thing.  I believe,  from  what  I have  heard,  that  they 
wish  to  improve  the  fishing,  and  I am  sure  that  they 
have  plonty  to  contend  with  in  the  shape  of  brewery  and 
sewage  pollution  ; but  it  is  simply  ridiculous  not  to  fix 
somo  standard  as  to  the  sizo  of  the  fish  to  bo  taken.  I 
am  a member  of  at  least  oight  angling  clubs,  ohiefly 
trout  and  grayling,  but  all  of  them  state  a limit  of  at 
least  sovon  inchos  for  tukoablo  fish.  Why  should  not 


coarse  fishing  clubs  follow  the  same  example  ? Until 
they  do  they  cannot  hope  for  sport  worthy  of  the  name.” 
******* 

There  is  a remarkable  article  in  Good  Words  for 
August  by  Edward  Stop,  one  of  the  editors  of  Science 
Gossip.  1 have  often  heard  of  the  freshwater  crabs 
which  unskilful  oarsmen  are  said  to  catch  up  the 
Thames,  but  Mr.  Step  introduces  us  to  more  remarkable 
varieties  still — crabs  that  live  on  land  by  preference, 
eating  sugar  canes,  breaking  open  cocoanuts,  burrowing 
like  rabbits,  mewing  grass  like  agricultural  labourers, 
or  challenging  horsemen  to  races  on  the  sands  of  Araby. 
Were  I not  assured  of  the  author’s  respect  for  stern 
scientific  truth,  I should  fear  he  had  been  among 
anglers,  and  was  trying  to  beat  them  in  spinning  yarns. 
******* 

The  waters  of  Lake  Belvedere  yielded  an  unusual 
surprise  to  a veteran  angler  on  July  15,  when  Mr. 
Meares,  Austinfriars.  Mullingar,  hooked  a huge  fish, 
which  on  being  landed  proved  to  be  a trout  of  very  fine 
proportions.  On  being  weighed  it  turned  the  scale  at 
201b.  2oz.  The  length  from  tip  of  the  snout  to  the 
tip  of  the  tail  was  found  to  be  34|m-  ; girth,  28jin.  ; 
girth  at  tail,  9in.  ; width  of  tail,  lOjjin.  ; depth,  12in.; 
while  the  thickness  is  5}in.  Mr.  Meares  states  he  expe- 
rienced very  little  trouble  in  hauling  in  this  fish, 
although  he  escaped  the  net  on  two  or  three  occasions, 
it  being  too  small  to  hold  him.  He  then  dipped  his 
hand  into  the  water,  and  on  seizing  him  by  the  gill  he 
succeeded  in  pulling  him  into  the  boat.  The  trout,  it 
is  understood,  will  remain  in  Mullingar,  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  and  Fish  Preservation  Society  having  obtained 
possession  of  it. 

*****  * • 

Mr.  Latom,  writing  from  Adelpbi-terrace,  says: 
“ Enclosed  please  find  portion  of  giraffe’s  tail  brought 
from  S.  A.  by  me.  What  do  you  think  of  it  in  place  of  gut  '< 
“ Necessitas  non  habet  legem,  and  “ When  you  are  in 
Rome,”  &c.,  are  trite  maxims.  Our  correspondent  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  being  the  first  to  utilise  the  hair 
from  a giraffe’s  tail  for  angling  purposes.  I have  used 
plenty  of  “ Pickersgill’s  hair,”  and  very  recently  made 
np  a couple  of  casts  for  some  clear  water  fishing  in 
Norfolk  during  the  coming  holidays.  But,  compared 
with  the  giraffe’s  hair,  Pickersgill’s  will  surely  win 
the  kettle  or  cup.  My  first  impulse  was  to  try 
the  “breaking  strain,”  and  immediately  on  reach- 
ing home  searched  the  kitchen  for  the  141b.  weight. 
But  141b.  was  a little  too  much  for  it.  The  justly-cele- 
brated firm  of  tackle  manufacturers,  Messrs.  Allcock,  of 
Redditch  ( who  are  thorough  connoisseurs  in  gut)  were 
asked  to  give  their  opinion  on  this  “ new  found  out,”  and 
to  kindly  test  its  breaking  strain.  This  is  their  prompt 
and  explicit  answer  : “ The  enclosed  strands  of  giraffe’s 
hair  are  splendid  hairs,  but  hardly  suitable  for  fishing 
purposes.  We  have  tested  them,  and  find  the  breaking 
strain  to  be  2jlb.  when  wet.  The  size  appears  to  be 
same  as  four-fifth  and  five-fifth  salmon  gut,  the  break- 
ing strain  of  which  is  about  91b.  and  81b.  respectively. 
They  would  therefore  be  as  bulky  and  not  bear  one- 
third  the  strain.  The  colour,  too,  is  much  against  their 
use.  Being  bright  black,  they  would  show  too  plainly 
in  the  water.  Black  hair  is  very  seldom  used  by  fisher- 
men, though  it  is  always  thicker  and  stronger  than 
sorrel,  grey,  or  white,  because  the  colouris  objected  to.” 
******* 

So  long  as  I am  privileged  to  read  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  to  scan  the  advertisements  of  all  the  leading  tackle 
manufacturers,  I shall  certainly  not  trouble  Master 
Longneck.  A lad  of  ten  summers  recently  captured  a 
dace  of  17oz.,  with  a piece  of  string  and  a hook  that 
anglers  would  have  described  as  a “butcher’s  hook.” 
A piece  of  bread  was  the  lure.  He  certainly  might 
have  been  as  successful  with  giraffe’s  hair — only  the 
difficulty  is  to  procure  it.  Out  with  your  “Darkest 
Africas  ” (a  few  copies  still  left  at  St.  Dunstan’s  House) 
and  see  what  can  be  done  with  the  hair  from  the  Nubian 
Lion,  and  all  the  hard-named  animals  which  have  any 
hair  on  their  manes  or  tails,  and  if  “natural”  gut  is 
not  to  be  obtained,  use  it,  and  send  in  your  report  to 

Dragnet. 


Ashford  s Clubs. 

^With  SEWN  LEATHER  Handles 

^Covered  with  Buffed  Cow  Hide. 

it  practical  improvement 
to  a very  important 
part  of  the  Club. 


The  finish  of  our 
Clubs  is  superior 
to  any  in  the 
Market. 


fiSSEX  & KENT  STREETS.  BIRMINGHAM. 
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ANDERSONS’ 


NINETEEN 

PRIZE  MEDALS  & AWARDS 


WATERPROOFS,  &c. 


c c 


B'R.IE.A-ID-A.rjIB-A.IKriE:  ” 


SHOOTING,  FISHING,  & GOLFING 


COSTUME. 


(ANDEESON,  ANDEESON,  & ANDEESON,  LTD.) 


THE 

Waterproof  Manufacturers, 

37,  Queen  Victoria  St. 

LONDON,  E,C. 


ONLY  ADDRE SE — 


The  Greatest 

Advance  which  has 
been  made  during  late 
years  in  this  direction 
is  that  effected  by 

Messrs.  Andersons’, 

of  37,  Queen  Victoria 
Street.  Ventilation 

is  unquestionably  the  point  in  which  effective  waterproofing  has 
hitherto  failed.  For  years  it  has  been  an  accepted  fact  that  the 
Only  comfortable  waterproof  to  walk  fast  in  and  to  shoot  well 
in  is  a Cape  of  some  kind  which  can  be  thrown  back  from  the 
right  shoulder  instantaneously.  This  arrangement,  however,  has  always 
had  this  defect — it  does  not  protect  the  knees. 

COMPLETE  PROTECTION 

has  now  been  attained  by  the  simple  contrivance  of  an  Apron  or 
Skirt,  which  winds  round  the  body  and  fastens  at  the  side,  so  as  to  leave  the 
opening  immediately  over  the  cartridge  pocket.  The  fold  is  so  arranged  that 
' wet  will  not  reach  this  pocket,  and  it  is  nevertheless  no  incumbrance  to  the 
hand  when  in  want  of  cartridges  from  the  dry  pocket  of  the  ordinary  shooting 
coat.  We  were  surprised  on  trying  this  waterproof  at  the  Perfect 
way  in  which  the  manufacturers  had  contrived  to  prevent  its  Catching  the 
Knees  in  Walking,  a feature  we  expected  to  find  would  render  it 
practically  useless. 

We  were  Mistaken  in  that  view,  for  a more  Easy  over-garment  to 
walk  in  was  certainly  never  made.  The  Ventilation  of  the  underneath 
part  or  apron  is  complete  as  that  of  the  cape  itself,  and  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  the  First  Garment  which  has  ever  Combined 

PERFECT  VENTILATION 

WITH  PERFECT  WATERPROOFING. 

The  Colour  of  the  waterproof  cloth  of  which  it  is  made  is  as  good  as  can 
be  desired  for  the  Moors.  The  Weight  is  far  less  than  we  should  have 


thought.  Cape, 
appears  to  us  that  for 


141b- 


apron,  11-lb. ; carrier  and  shoulder  strap,  lib.  It 


GROUSE  DRIVING 

AND  WHITE  HARE  DRIVING, 

as  well  as  for  carrying  in  case  of  rain  when  walking  the  Moors,  it  will  become 
fashionable. 

The  cape  is  also  made  as  an  Inverness,  throwing  back  for  shooting,  but 
of  course  this  adds  weight,  and  is  warmer  for 

STANDING  IN  THE  BUTTS. 

The  Cape  which  goes  with  the  apron  mentioned  already  seems  to  us 
equally  useful  for  low-country  shooting,  when  combined  with  Thigh 
Knee  Leggings.  These  articles  of  Defence  against  Rheumatism 

made  of  the  same  colour  and  material  as  the  111b.  cape,  weigh  9oz.,  and  we 
think  that  no  one  will  think  21b.  loz.  too  heavy  a tax  for  a 

PERFECTLY  DRY  SKIN  & FREE  VENTILATION. 

G.  T.  Teasdale  Buckell,  Esq. 


!)0 
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provincial  Motes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  a special  general  mooting  of  tho  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  to  oonsider  Hovoral  importunt 
matters  in  connection  witli  tho  forthcoming  annual  con- 
test, the  amount  of  monoy  to  ho  grantod  for  tho  pur- 
chasing of  prizes  was  fixod  at  X35.  Tho  place  of  con- 
test will  be  Twyning  Floot  (both  sidos  of  tho  river), 
from  Strontharn  Mill  down  to  Tewkesbury,  permission 
having  boen  obtained  from  tho  farmers  and  landowners 
by  Mr.  J.  Wood,  who,  on  behalf  of  tho  Tewkesbury 
Browery  Company,  gave  a prize  of  XI!  3s.,  and  also  pro- 
mised a prize  himself.  It  was  also  resolved  that  tho 
association  recognise  a standard  size  of  fish,  but  not  to 
apply  to  the  annual  association  contests,  and  that  tho 
annual  contest  be  fished  under  tho  same  rules  as  last 
year.  The  fifth  contest  on  behalf  of  the  funds  of  tho 
Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  fished  on 
July  21  at  Wilmcote,  and  proved  a decided  success. 
Tho  fish  were  woighed-in  at  the  Masons’  Arms.  The 
contest  was  of  one  and  a half  hours’  dux-ation,  and  391 
members  competed.  Tho  result  was  as  follows,  in  order 
named  : Messrs.  J.  Bryant,  Nation,  J.  Owen,  F. 
Compton,  T.  Foley,  W.  Blunn,  W.  A.  Phelps,  J.  Smith, 
G.  Wassail,  Johnson,  J.  Dyer,  J.  Tolladay,  W.  Morris, 
G.  Padgett,  W.  Kimberley,  Brazier,  .T.  Adams,  Watkins, 
A.  Bull,  L.  Mills,  Deakin,  Cook,  W.  Gorman,  Renshall, 
W.  Wilkins.  Due  notice  will  bo  given  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  prizes. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  a lot  more  rain,  and 
the  waters,  with  the  exception  of  a little  bottom  weed, 
are  now  in  as  good  condition  as  could  be  wished  for. 
All  kinds  of  fish  are  now  offering  good  sport,  and  from 
baited  swims,  especially,  heavy  bags  have  recently  been 
made,  some  anglers  getting  as  much  as  141b.  and  101b.  in 
a single  day.  The  Forty-foot  continues  to  be  well 
patroDised,  especially  on  the  bottom  lengths  ; but  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  Sheffielders  and  other  visitors  to 
the  Boston  district  prefer  the  Witham,  Bargate  drain, 
and  other  waters,  where,  for  the  most  part,  the  fishing 
is  free.  The  latest  reports  show  that  satisfactory  sport 
is  being  obtained,  and  that  some  good  bream  are  being 
taken  on  the  Witham  about  Tattershall  and  Bardney. 
Here,  also,  fishermen  have  been  doing  well  amongst 
roach.  Fishing  on  the  Welland  has  much  improved. 
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FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  wot  and  Htormy  weather  we  have  had 
for  tho  past  week  very  little  has  boen  done  on  the  Uiver 
Hull,  witli  tho  exception  of  one  angler,  who  has  had  a 
good  basket  of  roach,  weighing  about  111b.,  and  two 
others  have  had  nine  fish  and  five  fish  respectively,  some 
of  them  scaling  lib.  each,  paste  proving  tho  most  killing 
bait,  thoso  caught  with  maggot  only  running  small  ; a 
few  good  bream  have  also  been  taken  in  tho  neighbour- 
hoods of  Dunswell  and  Cicey.  Tho  Navigation  Angling 
Society  held  their  third  match  of  tho  season  on  the 
Markot  Woighton  Canal  at  Nowport,  tho  prizes  being 
taken  in  the  following  order  by  Messrs.  W.  Peddcr, 
J.  Walmsley,  W.  Hamer,  T.  Leng,  J.  Barker,  R.  Ash- 
well,  F.  Steele,  R.  Walmsley,  and  W.  Flintoft.  On 
Aug.  0 the  Universal  Angling  Association  will  hold 
their  annual  excursion  to  Ferreby  Sluice,  and  they  will 
fish  their  third  match  of  tho  season  at  that  place  on  the 
River  Ancholme  ; and  on  tho  same  day  the  Fast  Hull 
Angling  Society  will  hold  their  second  match  of  the 
season  ; and  on  the  same  day  the  Albion  Angling  Society 
have  arranged  to  fish  their  third  match  of  the  season  on 
the  lake  at  Warter  Priory. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Why  is  it  that  July  has  to  be  written  as  the  worst 
fishing  month  of  the  whole  season?  Notwithstanding 
favourable  conditions  of  weather  and  water  anglers  in 
Westmorland  have  been  practically  unable  to  catch  fish. 
Mort  fishing  has  begun,  Mr.  S.  Stockdale  having  had  a 
couple,  and  Mr.  Curwen  several  from  the  Waste.  The 
Rothay  at  Ambleside,  just  where  it  enters  the  lake,  has 
yielded  some,  good  fish,  Mr.  W.  Woodburn  getting  four 
trout,  weighing  71b.  Good  sport  has  been  enjoved  on 
Esthwaite  Lake  among  the  pike,  close  on  fifty  fish  being 
taken  by  visitors  last  week.  Mr.  Thompson  also 
managed  to  land  ten  perch,  scaling  71b.,  the  two  largest 
drawing  ljlb.  and  ljlb.  respectively. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

There  is  general  grumbling  about  the  weather  and 
the  backward  state  of  coarse  fishing,  but,  despite  this,  a 
few  specimen  fish  are  being  taken  from  the  Worsley 
Canal.  Most  of  our  clubs  are  devoting  themselves  to 
match  fishing.  The  Seedly  Anglers  were  at  Boothstown 
on  the  21st,  and  succeeded  in  awarding  all  their  prizes, 
Mr.  A.  Winstanley  being  first.  The  Walpole  Angling 
Society,  Bolton,  wei-e  at  Boothstown  on  the  18th  and 
21st,  and  succeeded  in  awarding  all  their  prizes,  the 
first  going  to  Mr.  W.  Bleakley.  The  Merry  Anglers 


were  at  Chester  on  the  22nd  to  fish  their  initial  match  of 
the  season,  when  eleven  prizes  were  taken,  Mr.  G.  Yates 
being  first.  Tho  Nelson  Angling  Sooiety,  Bolton,  fished 
in  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  on  July  21,  Mr.  J.  Flitoroft, 
first.  At  tho  Barton  Socials’  match  on  the  Moss  Reach 
portion  of  tho  Worsley  Canal,  seven  prizes  were  taken, 
Mr.  G.  Shaw  being  first. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

Last  week  I mentioned  that  fish  up  to  291b.  had  been 
caught  pretty  freely,  and  tho  hopes  of  notters  were 
beginning  to  revive.  On  Wednesday  of  last  week  Mr. 
Bagot  s men  at  Glasson  had  a haul,  which  included  a 
fine  salmon  of  Kllb.  weight,  and  on  the  next  day  a still 
finer  fish  was  taken  in  the  same  net,  which  scaled  an 
ounce  over  421b.  A fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  on  tho  upper  reaches  of  the  Lune,  and,  as  tho  water 
was  in  capital  condition  for  the  minnow,  a moderate 
amount  of  sport  was  enjoyed.  Eels  are  still  running 
literally  in  scores,  and  “ bobbing  ” and  night-lining  are 
responsible  for  good  catches.  Canal  fishing  is  a blank 
j failure  near  Lancaster.  At  Morecambe  sea  fishing  is 
not  so  good.  The  mackerel  seem  to  have  left  the  coast, 
and  nothing  remains  now  but  fluke  and  codling,  though 
j these  are  plentiful  enough  on  days  when  tide  and  weather 
I are  equally  favourable. 

. FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE 

Anglers  in  Leicestershire  continue  to  enjoy  a bright 
time  of  it,  and  the  rains  having  done  infinite  good  to 
the  waters,  sportsmen  have  been  far  from  slow  in 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunities  presented  for 
securing  enjoyable  sport.  As  usual  at  this  period  of 
the  year,  the  roach  have  received  the  greatest  share  of 
attention,  and  the  fine  condition  of  the  water  has 
enabled  large  contingents  of  the  fraternity  to  weigh-in 
excellent  lots  at  the  clubhouses.  In  the  Leicester 
preserves  the  best  fishing  has  been  obtained  close  to  the 
town,  creed  wheat  and  paste  being  the  most  destructive 
lure.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Soar  continue  to  receive 
unstinted  patronage,  and  at  Aylestone  and  upwards 
anglers  have  been  well  rewarded  with  good  takes  of 
roach,  perch,  and  pike.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  weather 
not  so  many  anglers  have  ventured  down  the  Wreake, 
but  there  has  been  many  fine  takes  of  roach  and  perch 
in  that  locality,  whilst  the  Narboro’  waters  have  been 
answerable  for  some  heavy  lots  of  roach. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Good  sport  is  still  being  obtained  by  various  anglers, 
local  and  visiting.  Roach  are  feeding  well  at  all  the 
fishing  stations  on  the  Yare,  and  bream  are  being  killed 


The  MOSCROP 


PATENT 

REEL. 


REDUCED  PRICES 
FOR  1894. 


REPAIRS  attended  to  FORTHWITH  if  sent  to  the  maker. 


SENT  ON  APPROVAL 
ON  RECEIPT  OF  P.0. 


J.  B.  MOSCROP, 

25,  MARKET  PLACE, 

MANCHESTER. 


Advantages  of  the  Reel. 

No  Screws,  taken  to  pieces  by  the  fingei's  alone 
in  ten  seconds. 

Only  one  plate  on  handle  side,  no  liability  to 
a host  of  mishaps. 

Holds  line  to  (nearly)  full  diameter, 

Is  ventilated.  Has  adjustable  drag. 

Strength.  Simplicity— in  case  of  accident  can 
get  at  the  damage. 

REFERENCES. 

F.  M.  BLAND Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 

0.  F.  BRENAN Spring  Gardens,  Manchester. 

J.  BDSHBY Frankby,  near  Birkenhead. 

R.  0.  SMITH Oxf  and  Cambs.  Club,  Pall  Mall. 

T.  S.  TURNBULL Fountain-st.,  Manchester. 

GIBSON  DYSON. ..Rutherford,  Roxburghshire. 
L.  W SCOTFORD  Cheltenham. 


Disadvantages  of  Ordinary  Reel. 

Screws  getting  loose,  tedious  work  of  taking 
to  pieces. 

Plates  becoming  bent,  sand  getting  in,  rivet 
of  handle  pin  rubbing  against  inner  plate, 
causing  unequal  drag. 

Holds  line  only  to  cros3  bars. 

The  complicated  parts  make  it  liable  to  get 
out  of  order. 


PRICES  FOR  1894. 

Without  Drag.  With  Drag.  Weight. 


2$  inches  .... 

..  10/6  .. 

. 12/3  ., 

,.  5 ounces. 

3 

..  12/-  .. 

. 14/6  .. 

- 7 „ 

3}  „ .... 

. 17/6  ., 

••  10  „ 

4 

. 21/-  . 

..  15  „ 

41  

. 25/-  .. 

..  22  .. 

TRODT  FISHING  in  NORWAY. 


APPLY— 


AASERALS  TOURIST  HOTEL  & SANATORIUM, 

MANDAL  (NORWAY). 


The  Trout  are  now  feeding  on  the 
Sedges  of  an  evening. 

Send  2s.  6d.  for  a dozen  of  splendid 
killers,  double  winged,  on  best  eyed 
hooks.  Three  different  patterns. 

GEO.  HOLLAND,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER. 


DAVID  SLATER  & Co.,  Newark-on-Trent, 


WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  FISHING 
TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Largest  manufactuiers  of  Nottingham  Rode  and  Reels  In  the  World 

On’y  makers  of  Slater’s  celebrated  Patent  Combination  Reel,  in  Wood, 
jGjnonite,  or  Metal. 

niTcle  l()^‘Gd  S|lncl  lm (Registered),  the  most  perfezt  Trout  Winch 

Slater’s  “ New  Style  ” Gun  Metal  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels  are  the 
lightest  made  and  ot  the  best  qualify. 

The  ''Newark  Perfection  Rod,"  Bast  India  Cane,  built  handle.  Universe 
winch  fittings,  two  tors,  from  lift,  to  12ft.,  from  21s.,  stands  unrivalled  to 
all  kinds  of  bottom  tithing  or  trout  spinning. 

Slater’s  A 1 Champion  Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Ply  Rods,  with 
or  without  Cork  Handles,  trom  21s.  to  52s. 

SPBOIALITY.-Slater’s  15s.  Greenheart  Trout  Fly  Rod,  equal  to  any 
guinea  Rod  in  the  Market.  * ^ v 

Any  kind  of  Rods  or  Reels  made  to  order  on  the  shortest  notice  to 
Customers  own  Patterns.  Price  Lists  free  on  Application. 


YACHTING  & FISHING  on  NORFOLK  BROADS 

Yachts,  3 to  40  Tons,  for  Hire. 

Send  for  List,  post  froe. 

FISHING  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Lists  post  fi'oo. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 

64,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 
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by  the  stone,  and  even  by  the  hundredweight,  on  the 
Bure.  On  Friday  two  Norwich  gentlemen  killed  seventy 
nice  roach  at  Brundall,  in  the  Train  reach.  On  Sunday 
several  bags  of  201b.,  301b.,  and  401b.  of  roach  were 
taken  at  Buckenham  and  Cautley,  and  sinoe  then  news 
of  fair  sport  has  come  to  hand.  On  Wroxham  Broad, [on 
Sunday,  two  rods  took  about  1801b.  of  bream,  and  in 
the  reaches  from  the  lower  entrance  to  Wroxham  Broad 
to  the  lower  entrance  to  Salhouse  Broad  stones  of  fish 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week.  The  waters  of 
the  North  River  (Bure)  are  in  good  condition,  but  the 
Yare  is  rather  clear  in  the  middle  reaches,  though  this 
is  not  very  detrimental  to  sport  on  account  of  the  great 
depth  of  water. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

During  the  week  we  have  experienced  some  of  the 
heaviest  rains  that  we  have  had  this  year,  and  though 
they  have  proved  inconvenient  for  the  time  being  they 
cannot  help  but  be  productive  of  much  good.  Anglers 
of  all  kind  are  delighted  with  the  downpour,  and  are 
looking  forward  to  excellent  all-round  sport.  The 
Lincolnshire  drains  are  literally  swarming  with  fish, 
and  some  grand  samples  have  been  exhibited  in  the  city. 
Bream  have  been  very  much  on  the  feed  again,  but  many 
grand  fish  have  been  lost  owing  to  anglers  using  hooks 
several  sizes  too  small ; still  fish  of  about  41b.  have 
been  fairly  common.  Boach  have  now  come  on  the  feed, 
and  the  baskets  I have  heard  of  have  been  in  very  nice 
condition  ; creed  wheat  has  proved  the  most  tempting 
bait.  There  have  been  some  good  takes  of  eels  and 
dace,  and  trout  anglers  are  continuing  to  do  fairly  well. 
The  Lincolnshire  drains  are  now  the  place  for  anyone 
who  desires  really  good  fishing. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  following  information  relative  to  the  Severn 
fisheries  for  the  month  of  August  is  gleaned  from  the 
Water  Bailiffs’  Almanac  : — “ There  is  usually  a run  of 
Killings  as  well  as  botchers  during  this  month,  frequently 
in  very  large  numbers,  but  the  fish  get  discoloured  and 
out  of  season,  and  the  roe  becomes  largely  developed. 
Among  botchers,  as  a rule,  there  are  this  month  more 
females  than  males  There  will  probably  be  a large  run 
of  fish  from  the  28th  to  the  31st,  the  last  great  run  of 
the  season  should  take  place,  and  if  a fresh  there  should 
be  a good  run  through  the  district,  probably  the  largest 
in  the  year.  Salmon  fishing,  except  with  rod  and  line, 
ends  on  31st.  Lampern  fishing  begins  on  the  1st. 
During  all  the  month  netting  is  illegal  in  the  Severn  and 
Verniew  for  any  fish  but  salmon.  During  the  month 
fishing  for  salmon,  except  with  both  rods  and  lines,  and 
putts  and  putchera,  is  illegal  from  noon  Saturday  to 
6 a.m.  on  Monday.  No  fishing  in  the  estuary  after  sun- 
set on  Saturday  and  6 a.m.  Monday.  No  net  can  be 
used  above  Diglis  weir  or  in  the  Teme  at  night.” 
FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a nice  downfall  of  rain,  but  scarcely 
enough  to  affect  the  rivers,  which  are  very  low  just  now. 


There  have  been  a great  number  fishing  the  Severn 
during  the  week,  and  some  large  baskets  of  chub  and 
roach  have  been  taken.  On  the  Teme  a great  number 
of  chub  and  some  good  dace  have  been  taken  with  fly 
and  maggot,  but  very  few  game  fish.  On  the  Avon  the 
stewed  wheat  and  paste  have  gone  well,  and  large  creels 
of  roach  have  been  taken,  and  a rare  lot  of  eels  with 
the  wasp  grub.  The  Bransford  Angling  Society  had 
their  first  outing  at  Ootheridge,  on  the  Teme.  Twenty 
members  took  part  in  the  competition.  The  Worcester 
United  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society  had  their  first 
contest  of  the  season  in  the  river  Avon  on  Saturday 
last ; there  were  about  forty  competitors.  The  Upton-on- 
Severn  Club  had  their  contest  on  the  25th  inst. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  matters  have  progressed  favourably  in  Swale- 
dale  this  week.  Some  very  nice  panniers  of  trout  have 
been  made  in  the  Swale  by  local  and  visiting  anglers 
just  past  Bichmond,  whilst  down  stream  fairly  good 
sport  has  been  experienced.  Scale  fish  abound  in  variety 
here.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  the  weather  was 
unsettled.  On  the  former  day  a rather  stiff  breeze  blew, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  do  much  with  the  line.  A good 
rain  would  produce  excellent  results.  A few  fairly 
decent  catches  have  been  heard  of  in  the  Costa  and 
lower  Bye.  Grayling  are  in  good  condition  here.  The 
river  Derwent  is  at  its  summer  level  at  present,  never- 
theless the  water  is  in  fairly  decent  condition.  Bottom 
fishing  in  the  Ouse,  at  York,  has  been  carried  on  with 
success  this  week. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  at  salmon  fishing  has  been  dull,  owing 
chiefly  to  bright  sunshine.  The  waters  also  are  now 
running  rather  low,  and  good  sport  cannot  be  expected 
until  some  rain  sets  in.  The  Blackwater  has  fished 
badly  in  the  matter  of  salmon,  but  the  Lee  has  fished 
fairly  well.  Trouting  has  afforded  average  sport  on 
most  of  the  West  Cork  streams,  especially  on  the 
Bandon  and  Bride. 

KERRY. — On  Waterville  lake  the  sea  trout  angling 
is  now  in  full  swing,  and  good  baskets  have  been  the 
rule.  Fly  fishing  is  the  method  most  practised  here, 
but  on  a few  days  trolling  with  minnows  or  small 
phantoms  accounted  for  the  best  baskets.  On  the 
mountain  lakes  the  brown  trout  angling  yields  good 
sport.  The  Inny  is  now  running  low,  and  some  good 
baskets  of  white  trout  have  been  had.  In  the  North 
Kerry  waters  angling  has  somewhat  improved. 

ULSTEB. — The  salmon  fishing  season  on  the  Mourne 
has  opened  most  auspiciously,  John  McGirr  killed  a 
20-pounder,  and  Mr.  G.  Nagle  creeled  six  fish,  421b.  On 
the  Antrim  rivers  fair  sport  was  had  last  week,  Mr.  D. 
Stewart  bagging  a brown  trout  4flb.  Sport  is  also 
looking  up  on  the  Donegal  rivers,  and  all  round  this 
season  the  run  of  fish  seems  to  have  been  very  large  ; 
and  on  the  Bann  and  the  Mourne  the  run  of  salmon  and 
peal  has  not  been  excelled  for  a quarter  of  a century. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


W.  Hunt,— -(1)  There  is  no  book  of  the  kind  you 
want.  (2)  A little  sea  fishing  may  bo  had  from  either  of 
the  Brighton  piers,  but  it  cannot  be  classed  as  good.  In 
August  there  are  plenty  of  pout  off  the  Chain  Pier.  On 
the  sand,  about  a mile  to  the  south,  flat-fish  are  plenti- 
ful. Whiting,  bream,  bass,  and  cod  may  be  taken  in 
their  seasons.  The  Kemp  Town  end  is  considered  to 
afford  the  best  fishing.  The  nearest  fresh  water  fishing 
is  in  the  Bother  and  the  Arun  at  Pulborough  and 
Amberley. 

W.  Wilcox. — The  worms  you  sent  us  from  the  half- 
pound  roach  are  a flat  worm  ( Ligula ) which  oocur  not 
rarely  in  the  abdominal  cavity  of  various  fresh  water 
fish. 

W.  Thomas. — Eldridge’s  excursions  to  Pulborough 
and  Amberley  are  open  to  all — anglers  or  non-anglers — • 
to  those  holding  Central  Association  or  Anglers’  Asso- 
ciation tickets.  Write  to  the  Bose  and  Crown,  Goswell- 
road,  E.C.,  for  further  information. 


Comsjffontetta 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

THE  LANDEB  CASTING  EEEL. 

Sib, — I beg  to  thank  you  for  your  review  of  my  reel, 
and  trust  you  will  allow  me  space  in  your  next  issue  for 
a few  remarks  upon  it.  In  the  first  place,  I never 
intended  the  reel  for  the  use  of  novices,  but  for 
experienced  anglers.  That  was  my  object  in  putting 
such  a reel  on  the  market,  and  I venture  to  think  I have 
given  the  public  a reel  by  which  a lighter  weight  can  be 
cast  than  with  any  other.  You  say  the  weight  used  in 
the  trial  casting  was  well  under  half  an  ounce,  and  that 
there  was  a tendency  to  overrun.  Yes;  I have  no  doubt 
you  would  find  it  do  so,  but  by  using  such  a heavy 
weight  you  destroy  the  object  of  my  invention,  viz.,  to 
cast  about  half  the  weight  you  mentioned.  But,  even 
using  this  weight,  you  could  have  regulated  the  check  so 
that  it  would  not  have  overrun  at  all,  and  still  cast  a 
reasonable  distance.  If  half  the  weight  had  been  used, 
the  momentum  of  the  barrel  would  have  been  about  one 
half,  and  so  have  minimised  the  overrunning.  Trusting 
you  will  find  space  for  these  necessary  remarks,  and 
thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Lander 


THE  “ GLADSTONE  ” MAY-FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I think  I have  to  thank  you  for  a copy  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  which  has  been  sent  from  the  offices 
of  that  paper,  in  which  you  favourably  mention  a May- 
I fly  originally  called  the  “ Gladstone,”  but  now  ap- 
parently rechristened  the  “ G.O.M.  ” Its  origin  may 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

HACKLES. 

All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 

George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork. 


Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
Seal’s  Fur.  Pig’s  Wool. 


DARLINGTON’S  HANDBOOKS. 

“ Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  is  com- 
manded by  the  Queen  to  thank 
Mr.  Darlington  for  a copy  of  his 
Handbook.” 

“Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for  ’’—Britiih  Weekly. 
“ ifar  supeiior  to  ordinary  guides.'*—  London  Daily 
Chronicle. 


Is*  each. 

Illustrated  Mapsby  John  Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. 

The  Vale  of  Llangollen.  The  North  Wales  Coast, 
Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  and  Cardigan  Bay. 


Crown  8 vo.%  Cloth  2s  • 

The  Birds,  Wild  Flowers,  Ferns,  Mosses,  and  Grasses 
of  North  Wales. 

Llangollen:  Darlington  & Co.  London:  W.  J. 
Adams  & Sons. 


NOTTINGHAM  MADE,  SUPERIOR 
FINISH,  CROSS-BACK  REELS. 

3in.,  2/9;  31in.,  3/3;  4in.,  4/-;  4(in.,  4/9.  With 
Optional  Check,  2/-  extra. 

NOTTINGHAM  HAND-MADE, 
SUPERIOR  FINISH,  RODS. 

Roach,  Dace,  Barbel,  and  Pike,  from  5/-  each. 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(Eoach  or  Fly)  at  16/-  each. 

THIRTY  YARDS  OF  SUPERIOR 
WATERPROOFED  LINE. 

Double  Tapered,  6/-  each. 

Makers  of  Pure  Silk  Plaited  and  Twisted  Lines. 
Baits,  Lobworms,  &c. 

S.  DA.LE, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER 
AND  GUT  IMPORTER, 

7,  ST.  JOHN  STREET,  NOTTINGHAM. 

ESTABLISHED  1840. 

Maker  of  the  original  Centre  Pin  Reel. 
Speciality. 


ITOTICE. 

The  First  Published  Portraits 

OF 

PRINCE  EDWARD 

APPEAR  IN  THIS  WEEK’S 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

The  Pictures,  which  are  published  with  the  authority 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  the  Duchess  of  York, 
include,  in  addition  to  the  Baby  Prince,  the  latest 
Portraits  of  the  QUEEN,  the  PRINCE  of  WALES,  and 
the  DUKE  and  DUCHESS  of  YORK.  The  Photo- 
graphs were  taken  at  the  White  Lodge  by  Messrs. 
Downey,  of  Ebury-street,  and  Messrs.  Gunn  and  Stuart, 
of  Richmond. 


IN  SAME  NUMBER  IS  A PAPER  ON 

SIR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT, 

Illustrated  with  a unique  series  of  Portraits  and  of  Views 
of  his  Home,  taken  by  special  permission  for  the 
WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  also  contains  a 
series  of  Cartoons  of  the  Week,  and  Caricatures,  thus 
taking  a leaf  out  of  Mr.  PUNCH’S  hook,  as  well  as 
giving  the  News  of  the  Week  fully  illustrated. 

HIT  Please  order  at  once  from  your  Newsagent  or  Bookseller,  in  order  to  prevent 

disappointment. 

PRICE  SIXPENCE,  BY  POST  6!d. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE,  TUDOR  STREET.  LONDON,  EC. 


THE  WORM  FLY, 

As  recommended  in  the  “ Field”  and 
“Fishing  Gazette.” 

EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER. 

“ Enjoying  the  right  of  Ashing  on  loch9  in 
Inverness-shire,  I sallied  forth  with  Ave  of  the 
best  killing  flies  I know  of,  including  the  Worm 
Fly  dressed  by  Watson.  Inverness.  I have 
Ashed  with  all  kinds  of  flies,  and,  like  most  of 
my  brother  anglers,  I have  my  favourites,  but 
I must  coufess  that  the  Worm  Fly  beats  every  fly 
in  my  experience,  so  far  as  killing  is  concerned.” 

Dressed  en  Loop  or  Strands  of  Gut, 

3s.  per  dozen. 

ID.  WATSON, 

Practical  Angler  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

INVERNESS 

Wm.  BLACKLAWS  & SON, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Pile*  for 
British  Columbia  a Speciality. 

THE  FISHER’S  FLASK 

BEST  AND  CHEAPEST 
IN  THE  MARKET. 

Tohold  *.  d. 

2 wine  glasses  1 0 

3 „ „ 19 

4 „ „ 2 0 

By  post  6d.  each  extra. 

FISHER,  1887STRAND. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[ July  28,  1894 


porhaps  interest  you,  and  any  of  your  frionds  who  may 
have  tried  it.  Having  fished  a good  deal  in  tho  'J'eHt 
and  Itohon  during  the  May-fly  soason,  and  having  used 
a largo  varioty  of  May-fly  patterns,  somo  of  thorn  with 
half  a trnsH  of  Htraw,  so  to  speak,  for  bodies,  twiHtod 
round  with  wool,  ohenillo,  <*te. — more  calonlated,  lot  us 
say,  to  keep  thorn  warm  than  to  float,  it  struck  mo  that 
Bomothing  else,  with  rather  less  than  a bathing  dross 
on,  would  bo  more  suitablo  and  moro  easily  dried,  I 
asked  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of  whoso  fly  tying  I cannot 
speak  too  highly,  to  tio  mo  soino  flios,  sending  hor  tho 
wings  which  I had  found  most  to  tho  taste  of  tho  trout 
from  patterns  I had  tried,  but  tho  bodies  to  bo  like 
thoBO  of  tho  Wickham  Fancy,  hackle,  and  gold  twist,  of 
two  shades  of  colour,  one  approaching'  groon.  The  afore- 
said “ G.O.M.  ” has  had,  I amgladtosay,  many  followers 
of  tho  finny  tribe,  and  personally,  I may  add,  has  (juito 
como  up  to  my  oxpeotations.  I send  you  two  specimens, 
which  aro  tho  two  patterns  I always  use.  Wings  aro 
ltouon  drake. — Bolievo  me,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Murray  Gladstone. 

THE  PYRAMIDAL  GENTLE  BOX. 

Sir, — I am  much  obliged  to  R.  Crabtree  for  point- 
ing out  my  mistake  in  attributing  the  invention  of  tho 
above  to  Messrs.  Dawson.  They  probably  told  me  it 
was  their  invention,  and  I havo  no  doubt  thought  so. 
I find  the  engraving  also  in  a later  edition  of  Walton. — 
I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


FRESH-WATER  SHRIMP  WANTED. 

Sir, — I shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  somo  reader  of 
your  valuod  paper  will  kindly  inform  me  where  I can 
obtain  fresh-water  shrimps,  which  aro  required  for  placing 
in  some  small  lakes  which  havo  been  recently  stooked 
with  trout. — I am,  yours  faithfully,  J.  M.  Etches. 

[ Why  does  not  some  enterprising  individual  sell  fresh- 
water shrimp  alive  in  damp  moss  ? Many  people  want 
them. — Ed.]  

FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Sir, — I should  be  much  obliged  for  any  information 
respecting  fishing  in  Switzerland.  What  kind  are  to  be 
had,  whether  it  is  preserved  or  not,  and  any  other 
information  that  would  be  useful  to  one  who  is  about  to 
visit  that  country  for  the  first  time  P I would  be  glad  to 
know  of  some  quiet,  inexpensive  (but  such  as  one  could 
take  a lady  to)  hotel  out  of  the  beaten  track  of  tourists, 
where  fishing  (preferably  lake)  is  to  be  had,  and  direc- 
tions how  to  get  there. 

If  any  one  will  write  me  on  the  matter  I shall 
esteem  it  a favour. — I am,  &c.,  A.  C.  Ingle. 

21,  Regent-street,  Cambridge. 


THE  “ AUTOMATIC  ” REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  used  this  reel  recently,  and  find  it 
suits  my  style  of  fishing,  which  is,  perhaps,  peculiarly 
my  own.  In  making  a cast,  I draw  off  line,  with  my  left 
hand,  until  the  desired  length  is  out,  and  deliver  the  fly, 
up  stream,  with  an  under-hand  cast.  As  the  fly  floats 
down  towards  me,  the  line  is  shortened  on  the  little 
finger  and  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  or  coiled  in  the  palm 
of  that  hand.  Occasionally  it  happens  that  the  line  so 
coiled  gets  dropped,  especially  when  wading,  and  then 
it  has  a nasty  habit  of  getting  round  one’s  legs 
and  landing  net.  This  is  where  I find  the  new  reel  comes 
in,  as  a click  of  the  trigger  clears  up  all  the 
slack  in  a moment.  I am  afraid  to  play  a fish 
from  it  when  using  the  finest  XXX.  drawn  gut, 
as  the  spring  is,  in  my  opinion,  too  strong,  and  a 
smash  would  be  inevitable,  especially  with  a long 
line  out,  as  the  longer  the  line  the  stronger  the  pressure 
upon  the  spring.  I have  played  a few  fish — taken  with 
big  fly  and  natural  gut  in  the  dusk  of  an  evening  rise— 
but  have  had  nothing  on  it  over  l^lb.  The  reel  is,  no 
doubt,  well  adapted  for  bait  fishing,  which  is  the 
principal  method  adopted  in  America,  where  strong 
tackle  and  a good  hold  will  allow  of  rough  treatment, 
but  I doubt  if  it  will  ever  find  much  favour  with  our 
chalk  stream  dry-fly  men.  I use  my  “ Automatic  ” two  or 
three  days  a week,  and  it  is  only  right  to  add  that  I have 
not  as  yet  lost  a fish  through  it,  but  not  one  in  twenty 
have  been  played  from  the  reel.  I only  use  a 
trout  reel  to  keep  the  line  on  when  not  in  use,  and  if 
other  dry-fly  men  would  do  the  same  there  would  not  be 
so  many  fish  lost  in  the  weeds. — Yours  truly, 

C.  W.  Gedney. 


THAMES  FLY-FISHING. 

Sir, — I should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  kindly 
let  me  know  the  nearest  station  on  the  Thames,  or  back- 
water, suitable  for  chub  and  dace  fly-fishing,  and  where 
it  is  not  too  crowded  on  Sundays. — Yours  truly, 

A.  T.  C. 

[The  nearest  station  on  tho  Thames  for  fly-fishing  for 
dace  is  Kew  Bridge.  The  stretch  of  water  from  Kewto 
Isleworth  is  considered  excellent.  Fly-fishing  for  chub 
can  bo  successfully  done  on  the  backwater  at  Old 
Windsor  Weir.  It  is  not  crowded  on  Sundays.  Must 
wade  at  Kew,  best  fishing  at  low  tide.  Buy  “ The 
Lower  and  Mid  Thames  : Where  and  How  to  Fish  it,” 
price  One  Shilling.  It  is  full  of  information  concerning 
the  fishing  on  the  Thames,  and  is  most  reliable.  The 
book  was  recently  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson,  Low, 
and  Co..  Ltd.,  and  can  be  obtained  at  all  tackle  shops. 
It  would  not  only  be  useful  to  you,  but  is  most 
interesting  reading.]  _____ 

JACK  v.  PIKE. 

Dear  Mr.  Marhton,- You  give  your  readors  a clear 
light  on  so  many  subjects,  that  1 fool  as  if  1 woro  sotting 
a bad  example  in  questioning  your  authority  oven  about  a 


trifle  ; but  I cannot  believe  that  a “ jack  ” properly  moans 
a young  pike.  It  Hooms  quite  inconsistent  with  our 
genoral  rule  of  animal  nomenclature.  Wo  use  English 
Christian  names — mostly  in  an  abbreviated  form  -as 
familiar  profixos  to  the  names  of  sundry  birds,  beasts,  and 
fishos.  Wo  havo  Tom  Tit,  Jenny  Wren,  Jack  Ass,  Tom 
Coll,  Polly  Ruffe,  Robin  Redbreast;  Cowper’s  lively 
“ Dick  Redcap,"  lor  tho  cock  goldfinch,  ooming  very  near 
to  an  illustration,  while  ho  immortalises  tho  Jack-daw  in 
strict  accordance  with  tho  rule.  Frequently  wo  lot  tho 
prefix  stand  for  the  full  name,  as  in  tho  case  of  the  robin, 
but  I know  no  instanco  of  its  being  used  inoontradistinc- 
tion  either  to  tho  whole  name  or  to  tho  latter  half  of 
it.  Briefly,  then,  I conclude  that  “jack”  represents 
not  young  piko,  but  Jack  Pike,  and  is  a familiar 
prefix  to  tho  name  by  which  tho  piko,  luce,  or 
ged  is  most  oommonly  known.  Scott,  I see,  in  “ Red 
Gauntlet”  treats  it  as  a fourth  synonym,  precisely 
equivalent  to  tho  other  threo,  and  such  practically  it 
seems  to  have  become,  but  I do  most  potontly  believe 
that  this  is  merely  an  abridgment  of  Jack  Pike.  We 
had  an  exactly  parallel  instance  in  that  nest  of  sea- 
wolves,  Botany  Bay,  where  the  shark  is  known  as  a 
“ Jack  Sherk.”  The  shortening  of  the  vowel  may  seem 
curious,  but  is  not  rare  in  Australia,  e.g.,  brim  for 
broam,  crick  for  creek.  Jack  Sherk,  then,  is  the  name 
in  full,  but  when  dropping  down  the  bay  among  the 
flat-head  I have  often  found  my  hook  fast  in  something 
heavy,  and  the  boatman  has  sung  out  “ You’vo  got  Jack 
(or  perhaps  John)  there.”  The  prefix  takes  the  place  of 
the  full  name. 

I shall  be  by  no  means  sorry  if  you  or  one  of  your 
correspondents  bring  up  some  unexpected  reserves  and 
drive  my  little  theory  off  the  ground.  To  establish 
distinct  names  for  the  adult  pike  and  the  young  members 
of  his  family  would  no  doubt  be  convenient,  especially  if 
the  line  were  so  drawn  as  to  make  the  jack  an  infant, 
say  under  21b.  weight,  and  exempt  from  piscatory 
prooess. — Faithfully  yours,  II.  R.  Francis. 


A FINE  DACE. 

Dear  Sir, — I caught  a dace  in  the  River  Beane,  near 
Hertford,  whilst  fly-fishing,  weight  lib.  loz.,  with  a 
length  of  14  inches.  Is  this  not  a very  large  weight  for 
the  kind  of  fish?  Have  sent  the  fish  to  be  preserved 
by  Mr.  Seymour,  of  Hertford. — Yours  truly, 

Walter  G.  Garratt, 

Hon.  Member  Hertford  Angling  Society. 

[Dace  have  been  taken  even  larger  than  this,  but  it  is 
very  unusual,  and  such  a fish  as  Mr.  Garratt’s  is  well 
worth  “framing.”  We  should  be  glad  to  knowhow  the 
measurement  was  made.  From  point  of  nose  to  middle 
of  fork  of  tail  is  the  correct  way  to  measure  the  length, 
in  our  opinion. — Ed.].  

SEA  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “ F.  G.  D.”  I would  recommend, 
from  personal  experience,  Glenbeigh,  co.  Kerry,  eight 
miles  from  Killorglin.  The  Glenbeigh  river  is  excellent 
for  white  trout  in  August  and  September — Mrs.  Shea’s 
hotel  convenient  and  comfortable — suitable  weather  of 
course  discounted.  Tickets,  to  be  had  at  hotel,  2s.  fid. 
per  day,  10s.  61.  per  week,  &c.  Now  there  is  the  Light 
Railway,  the  River  Laune  is  very  convenient,  and  is 
likewise  good  for  salmon,  white  and  brown  trout.  Mrs. 
Shea  has  the  fishing  of  left  bank  of  the  Caragh,  free  to 
guests  of  said  hotel,  which  is  excellent  for  salmon  and 
white  trout.  Scenery  grand,  four  miles  from  Caragh 
Lake.  A visit  might  be  paid  also  to  Water ville,  where 
there  is  first-rate  fishing,  but  expenses  there  much 
higher.  Right  flies  can  be  obtained  at  Mr.  Geo.  Carter’s, 
Killorglin.  A small  Blue  Devon  is  good  iust  before 
clearing  for  fly. — I am,  &c.,  T.  Hartley. 

FISHING  AT  STOWMARKET. 

Sir, — As  I am  going  to  Elmswell,  close  to  Stow- 
market,  for  my  holidays,  I write  to  ask  you  if  you 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  me  if  I can  get  any  fishing 
there  ? Being  very  fond  of  fishing,  and  living  in  London, 
I do  not  get  much  chance  only  when  I get  my  holidays, 
so  I am  very  eager  to  find  out  if  I can  get  some  fishing 
there. — I remain,  yours  truly,  H.  Hardingham. 

[There  is  very  good  roach  fishing  in  the  river  at  Stow- 
market,  preserved  by  the  association  there.  Mr.  L. 
Turner,  of  Stowmarket,  would  give  information  as  to 
price  of  day  tickets,  &e.  Further  down  the  x’iver, 
Gipping,  there  is  also  a good  stretch  of  water  preserved 
by  the  Gipping  Angling  Preservation  Society,  day 
tickets.  Is.  Apply  to  W.  S.  C.  Edgeoome,  Esq., 
N.  P.  Bank,  Ipswich,  for  tickets.  Train  to  Claydon  or 
Bramford  Stations.  No  piko  fishing  until  September 
— perch,  bream.  Eels  may  also  be  caught,  only  one  rod 
allowed.]  

FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  H.  Payne  as  to  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained  at  Ilfracombe — only  sea  fishing  is  procurable. 
The  nearest  frosh-water  fishing  would  be  at  Barnstaple 
(fifteen  miles)  or  Lynmouth  (twenty  miles).  Further 
information  may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr.  J.  Rowe, 
of  62,  High-street,  Barnstaple,  Dovon. — Yours  truly, 

A Devon  Fisherman. 


Sir,— In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Payno, 
the  fishing  at  Ilfracombe  is  very  good,  either  off  the  pier 
or  from  a boat.  The  fish  oaught  are  cod,  conger,  bass, 
bream,  mackerel,  and  pollack.  The  lines  most  suitable 
to  take  with  him  would  be  railing  lines  for  towing  for 
catching  tho  surfaco  fish,  and  lines  with  heavy  leads  for 
cod  and  conger,  &o.  if  your  correspondent  has  an  old 
salmon  rod  lie  might  havo  somo  fino  sport  casting  with 
spinning  sand-oel,  or  tho  plano-eonvox  minnow,  as  I havo 
often  deworibod  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette  boloro.  If  ho  is  a 


family  man,  and  has  children  with  him,  be  can  get  some 
amusement  by  fishing  for  prawns  amongst  the  pools  in 
tho  rocks  at  low  water,  using  a spoon-shaped  prawning 
not  on  an  ash-pole.  I have  often  taken  as  many  as  a 
a gallon  at  a tide,  and  some  very  largo  ones.  I shall  bo 
happy  to  give  your  correspondent  any  information  if  he 
would  write  to  William  Heardbk, 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

FISHING  AT  FELIXSTOWE. 

Sir, — I should  bo  exceedingly  grateful  if  you  or  any 
of  tho  readors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  give  me 
correct  information  concerning  sea  and  river  fishing  at 
or  near  Felixstowe  (Suffolk).  With  many  apologies  for 
troubling  you.— Yours  faithfully,  Inquirer. 

REPORTS  FROM  ST.  NEOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — It  seems  to  me  most  unfair  that  corre- 
spondents to  your  paper  when  so  personally  attacking  a 
report  which  is  signed  with  the  sender’s  name  do  not 
work  upon  the  same  lines  themselves,  and  give  the  party 
they  are  trying  to  vilify  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
“ who  they  are,”  instead  of  affecting  a nom  de  plume 
to  conceal  their  statements  under.  “ Observer,”  who- 
ever he  is,  once  before  in  your  paper  endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  throw  discredit  upon  one  of  my  reports 
last  season ; and  now  he  brings  the  host  of  the  Half 
Moon  (Mr.  Nash)  into  the  matter,  by  stating  that  he 
(Mr.  Nash)  told  him  none  of  my  fish  weighed  lib.,  which 
Mr.  Nash  informs  me  is  a most  unfounded  lie ; and  there 
are  at  least  twenty  responsible  residents  here  (not 
ashamed  of  their  names)  who  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  my 
report — bream  up  to  31b.  and  roach  up  to  fib.—  on  the  day 
in  question.  There  is  nothing  particularly  grand  about 
the  size  for  this  water,  as  last  season  I had  plenty  of  five- 
pounders  ; and  what  astonishes  me  is  that  it  should 
have  awoke  the  (no  doubt  interested)  envy  and  animosity 
of  “ Observer,”  who,  in  his  keen  “observations”  has 
(if  I am  not  wrongly  advised),  in  his  endeavour  to  injure 
me  in  my  business  (probably  to  his  gain),  almost  over- 
stepped the  boundary  which  your  correspondence  column 
should  in  fairness  be  confined  within.  The  gentleman  I 
was  fishing  with  (Mr.  Cranstoun)  is  now  away,  but 
no  doubt  you  will  hear  from  him  on  the  subject.  As 
Mr.  Nash  informs  me  he  certainly  oould  not  allow  such 
a gross  misstatement  to  go  without  contradiction,  as 
no  doubt  it  is  done  just  at  the  present  week  in  the 
hopes  of  throwing  some  of  our  regular  August  visitors 
adrift.  Now  if  there  is  any  straightforwardness  at  all  in 
“ Observer  ” he  surely  will  not  object  to  your  putting 
me  in  communication  with  him ; but  anyhow  I shall 
look  forward  with  great  interest  to  see  how  he  will 
attempt  to  defend  so  unwarrantable  a statement  as  that 
he  made  against  me.  Trusting  I have  not  encroached 
too  much  upon  your  valuable  space,  and  at  the  same 
time  openly  challenging  anyone  to  contradict  the  truth 
of  any  report  sent  to  your  paper. — I am,  yours  trnly, 

Angel  Inn,  St.  Neots,  Hunts.  A.  Scard. 

[Mr.  Scard’s  letter  certainly  demands  “ Observer’s  ” 
attention.  He  will  observe  that  Mr.  Nash,  who  he 
stated  was  his  authority  for  his  statement,  says  in  good 
plain  English  (according  to  Mr.  Scard)  that  his  state- 
ment was  “ a most  unfounded  lie.”J 

A CORRECTION. 

Sir, — I have  just  had  my  attention  drawn  to  “ Ob- 
server’s” letter  in  the  impression  of  your  paper 
(July  21),  in  which  reference  is  made  to  a “catch”  of 
bream  a short  time  ago  by  Mr.  Scard  and  another  from 
my  landing  stage  at  St.  Neots. 

Your  correspondent  states  that  he  called  upon  me  on 
Friday  week,  and  was  shown  a report  (which  appeared 
in  a local  paper)  of  the  said  “ catch,”  and  that  I told 
him  I had  seen  the  fish,  and  that  none  weighed  over  lib., 
and  the  total  weight  did  not  exceed  101b.  This  is  an 
error  on  the  part  of  “ Observer.” 

I did  not  see  the  fish  referred  to  in  the  report,  and  there- 
fore most  certainly  did  not  tell  him  that  I had. done  so. 

I remember  two  gentlemen  calling  upon  me  on  the 
Friday  named;  they  were  both  perfect  strangers  to  me, 
though  I afterwards  learned  the  name  of  one  of  them, 
who  lives  not  far  from  St.  Neot’s,  but  I had  no  idea  at 
the  time  that  they  were  fishing  me. 

It  appears,  however,  that  this  was  the  case,  and  the 
“ report  ” contained  in  “ Observer’s  ” letter  is,  like 
fish  stories  very  often  are,  a bit  coloured,  though  in 
this  oase  in  a sense  antithetically  and  probably  inad- 
vertently. 

I think  I remember  telling  them  that  on  the  day  they 
called  some  roach  had  been  taken  from  my  landing 
stage  by  Mr.  Scard  and  another  which  might  perhaps 
aggregate  101b. ; and  I believe  I also  said  I had  not,  up 
to  that  time,  seen  a bream  over  lib.  this  season,  and 
these  remarks  were  evidently  fitted  to  the  bream  report, 
referred  to  by  your  correspondent,  by  mistake.  I have 
since  made  inquiries,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe 
the  report  in  tho  local  paper  was  not  far  wrong,  and 
that  many  fish  of  over  lib.  were  returned  to  the  water. 

On  Sunday  last  Mr.  Scard,  and  some  visitors  staying 
with  me,  landed  a fine  lot  of  bream  from  21b.  to  31b., 
and  some  nice  roach  from  my  landing  stage.  Thoso  1 
did  see.— Yours,  &c.,  Wm.  Nash. 

Half  Moon  Hotel,  St.  Neots. 


FISHING  IN  CARDIGANSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  mo 
any  information  as  to  the  Toifi — or  Fify — in  Cardigan- 
shire? I especially  want  to  know  about  tho  soa  trout, 
as  I am  told  tho  fishing  for  them  and  for  salmon  is  good. 
1 purpose  going  about  the  first  week  in  August. — Yours 
truly,  S.  B. 
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THE 

STREAM  OF  MY  ’PRENTICE  HAND. 


By  Cotswold  Isys. 

That  hallow’d  form  is  ne’er  forgot, 

Which  first  love  traced  ; 

Still  it  lingering  haunts  the  greenest  spot 
On  memory’s  waste. 

’Twas  odour  fled. 

As  soon  as  shed  ; 

’Twas  morning’s  winged  dream  ; 

’Twas  a light  that  ne’er  can  shine  again 
On  life’s  dull  stream. 

Irish  Melodies. 

No;  “love’s  young  dream”  can  never  be 
forgotten,  and  the  memory  of  the  elderly  angler 
looks  very  fondly  back  to  that  stream,  which  can 
never  be  to  him  a “ dull  stream,”  on  which  the 
love  of  angling  first  awoke  in  him,  and  on  which, 
albeit  with  bungling  hand,  he  made  his  first 
attempt  to  cast  a fly.  I remember  very  fondly 
the  lovely  little  stream  of  my  ’prentice  hand,  and 
when  I revisit  it  occasionally  now,  after  the  lapse 
of  more  years  than  I like  to  think  of,  I can 
hardly  do  so  without  tears — wholesome  tears,  full 
of  memory,  love,  and  gratitude.  It  was  fitting 
that  in  my  youth  I knew  it  and  loved  it  and 
wooed  it  and  won  it  in  its  youth  ; that  is  to  say, 
not  on  that  part  of  it  where  it  ends  its  course  in 
the  larger  and  renowned  river  into  which  it  flows 
and  loses  its  individual  being,  but  on  that  part  of 
it  where,  like  a youthful  lassie,  it  is  slim  and 
small,  and  where  it  plays  in  girlish  joyance  over 
gravelly  sand,  or  round  the  alders  that  fringe  its 
banks  among  the  cowslips,  the  buttercups,  and 
daisies.  As.  I have  grown  older  I have  gone  with 
it  lower  down,  and  have  fished  its  wider  and  stiller 
reaches,  but  I count  it  a happy  circumstance  that 
I began  with  it  in  its  youth  ; and  I am  now,  even 
beside  its  maturer  form,  always  carried  back  to 
its  early  life. 


This,  ray  first  angling  love,  is  the  little  River 
CoId.  It  is  a Gloucestershire  stream.  It  begins 
and  ends  its  devious  way  in  the  county,  for  just 
as  it  touches  Oxfordshire  and  Berkshire  it  dies, 
as  it  were,  and  buries  itself  in  the  Isis,  which  is 
the  youthful  Thames,  near  Lechlade.  Its  source 
is  in  the  Ootswold  Hills  at  Brockhampton,  and  in 
connection  with  this  fact  it  will  be  observed  how 
very  curious  a thing  it  is  that  my  name  at  the 
head  of  this  paper  should  he  what  it  is.  I sup- 
pose that,  bearing  such  a name,  I was  mysteri- 
ously (or,  do  some  say,  very  naturally  ?)  drawn  to 
a stream  that  had  relation  to  both  parts  of  that 
name,  and  that  I was  made  an  angler  by  reason 
of  the  fact.  But  this  is  one  of  those  occult 
mysteries  that  we  cannot  wholly  account  for. 
Nevertheless,  so  it  was  that  it  was  on  the  upper 
portions  of  this  stream  that  1 cast  my  first  fly.  I 
had  been  fired  with  an  early  ambition  to  do  so  by 
having  for  an  older  friend  a gentleman  who  was 
an  enthusiastic  fly-fisherman,  and  was  intimate 
with  the  late  celebrated  James  Ogden,  of  Chelten- 
ham. He  often  used  to  make  fishing  excursions 
to  the  same  stream,  and  I have  often  heard  him 
and  old  James  Ogden  talk  of  flies  and  rods  and 
sport,  and  have  looked  with  envy  at  the  beautiful 
trout  that  he  would  sometimes  show  me  as  the 
result  of  many  a day  on  that  stream.  So  that  I 
knew  many  a wrinkle  about  fly-fishing  before 
ever  I cast  a fly. 

What  wonder,  therefore,  that  my  young 
imagination  was  early  excited  towards  angling, 
and  that  I longed  to  try  if  my  young  hand  could 
not  cast  the  Blue  Dun  and  the  March  Brown, 
whose  magic  powers  I had  heard  him  and  James 
extol,  and  if  I could  not  by  the  same  means 
extract  simi'ar  trout  from  the  same  sweet  waters. 
So  I boldly  asked  my  senior  friend  if  he  would 
not  let  me  have  his  red — or  a rod — and  some  of 
those  wonderful  flies  of  James’s,  for  I should  like 
to  ride  my  pony  to  the  Coin,  and  see  what  I 
could  do.  He  did,  with  a somewhat  wicked  smile, 
very  kindly  sympathise  with  my  ambition,  and 
lent  me  a rod  (not  his  favourite  one,  you  may  be 
sure),  and  to  the  stream  one  fine  summer’s  day 
“ veni,  vidi” — but,  alas,  not  “ vici”  ! No,  but  it 
was  a melancholy  case  of  vincor.  I could  not  get 
my  fly  out  at  all.  The  gut  seemed  to  get  all 
around  it.  The  line  fell,  all  twisted,  rather  flop 
on  the  water — not  away  yonder,  as  I aimed,  hut 
just  under  the  bank  at  my  feet,  and  the  trout, 
instead  of  coming  eagerly  and  gladly  as  I hoped 
to  James’s  beautiful  Blue  Dun,  seemed  all  very 
frightened,  and  I could  see  them  scuttling  away 
up  the  stream  as  though  I were  an  ogre,  and  yet 
I was  only  a harmless  boy ! I tried,  however,  to 
do  better,  as  we  all  should  when  we  fail,  but  alas ! 
I did  little  better,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  fly- 
fishing was  not  quite  so  easy  as  I thought,  and  I 
vas  very  much  surprised,  and  rather  bumbled 
and  ashamed,  to  find  that  I had  to  ride  home  at 
the  end  of  a day  of  real  perseverance,  not  only  with 
my  creel  not  full  of  trout,  but  without  even  one ! 
However  those  scuttling  trout  made  me  only  the 
more  anxious  to  get  some  of  them,  and  I 
determined  to  ask  of  my  senior  friend  “ how  to 
do  it,”  and  I bought  a book  on  fishing,  and  it 
told  me  that  fly-fishing  was  very  hard  to  learn, 
and  that  I had  better  try  bottom-fishing  first, 
and  I followed  its  advice,  and  I did  so  try  it 
successfully  elsewhere,  and  that  only  made  me 
long  the  more  to  become  an  adept  in  the  finer 
art ; but  I have  loved  all  kinds  of  fishing  ever 
since. 

It  so  happened  that  circumstances  took  me 
away  in  my  youth,  far  away  from  the  Coin,  to  the 
University  and  toother  spheres,  and  many,  many 
years  elapsed  ere  I fished  it  again.  But  many  a day 
in  maturer  years  have  I fished  various  parts  of  the 
dear  old  stream,  and  the  experience  of  those  later 
visits  have  made  me  wonder  the  less  that  my  first 
ambitious  attempts  on  it  were  so  fruitless  of 
results.  For  I consider  the  Coin  one  of  the  most 
difficult  trout  streams  to  fish  in  all  England — I 
mean  to  fish  wilh  very  successful  results — more 
so  even  than  the  Test,  which  I have  also  often 
fished,  and  which  is  considered  one  of  our  most 
difficult  trout  streams,  even  by  experts.  For  the 
spring-born  Coin  is  fed  by  springs,  and  is  wonder- 
fully clear  and  mostly  very  shallow,  and  the  fish 
can  more  easily  see  you  than  on  the  Test,  which 
is  a larger  and  a wider  river.  Moreover,  in  its 
more  accessible  parts — I mean  in  those  parts 
which  are  not  on  private  property,  and  are  get- 
at-able  by  payment  (and  these  are  very  few),  and 


especially  the  Bull  Hotel  water  at  Fairford,  and 
that  of  the  Swan  at  Bibury,  are  terribly  whipped, 
and  the  trout  are  not  only  made  very  shy,  but  are 
so  highly  educated  that  they  can  tell,  without 
rising,  not  only  that  a fly  is  artificial,  hut  who 
was  its  maker,  and  whether  it  is  one  of  Ogden’s 
or  Farlow’s  or  Hammond’s.  They  are  not  tie 
trout  to  he  caught  by  a “ ’prentice  hand,”  nor  bv 
the  fluke  of  a novice,  nor  by  tho  “ chuck  and 
chance  it”  of  the  bungler,  but  they  require  an 
expert,  and  a very  careful  one  too.  I haYo 
known  these  experts  sometimes  fish  for  a 
day  on  it  and  not  take  a single  fish.  Never 
was  this  difficulty  so  painfully  impressed  upon 
me  as  on  my  last  visit,  during  the  so-called 
spring  of  this  present  year  of  grace.  I expected 
bad  weather.  I al  ways  do  when  I go  on  a fishing 
excursion,  and  my  expectations  are,  alas,  nearl y 
always  fulfilled!  But  the  weather  of  this  last, 
visit  to  Fairford  was  about  the  very  vilest  sample 
I ever  tasted.  Weather  ! it  wasn’t  worthy  of  the 
name.  I should  call  it  Whatever  ? It  was  like  a 
child’s  “ ha’porth  of  all  sorts,”  and  a whole  ten 
days’  supply  of  it,  which  I had  to  buy,  was  dear 
at  the  money.  It  was  mostly  as  cold  as 
December,  though  the  month  was  called  May.  It 
almost  daily  blew  great  guns,  and,  of  course, 
down  stream.  “ The  rain  was  on  the  roof,”  and, 
therefore,  on  th9  river.  It  fact,  this  was  its 
history — 

First  it  blew,  and  then  it  anew, 

And  then  it  friz,  and  then  it  thew, 

And  then  it  friz  again. 

And  all  this  with  strange  interludes  of  “ thunder, 
lightning,  and  of  rain.”  The  time  exactly 
synchronised  with  the  London  cab  strike,  and 
I fancy  there  must  have  been  a strike  in  the 
sun.  It  was  evidently  going  in  for  an  “ eight 
hours’  day,”  and  refused  to  come  out  till  it  got  it. 
It  did,  however,  shine  beautifully  on  the  Sunday, 
hut  that  was  because  it  was  evidently  making  a 
kind  of  celestial  “ Hyde  Park  demonstration.” 
That  warm  demonstration  brought  out  a few 
May-flies  before  the  proper  time,  and  as  early  as 
the  18th  of  that  month  I caught  a brace  or  two 
upon  that  fly,  and  one  of  the  biggest  fish,  save 
one,  that  was  caught  up  to  that  day.  But 
the  sport  was  very  pitiful  for  us  all;  and 
there  were  some  very  good  rods  and  pleasant 
gentlemen  (but  when  we  speak  of  the  former  the 
latter  “goes  without  saying”)  at  the  Bull  during 
my  stay.  Of  these,  some  were  rather  (sic)  rods, 
and  some  of  these  came  and  went  without  touch- 
ing a fin.  But  the  best  were  altogether  beaten 
by  the  abnormal  weather.  Even  the  renowned 
“ Dr.”  from  a neighbouring  town  fished  a whole  day 
with  his  usual  skilled  perseverance  and  only  got 
one  fish.  The  excellent  vicar,  too,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  finished  performers  of  dry-fly  fishing  that  I 
ever  saw,  and  whom  it  is  a lesson  and  a treat  to 
watch,  was  somewhat  amusingly  nonplussed  on 
one  or  two  days.  I watched  him  one  day  try 
over  one  good  fish,  which  was  rising  under  tho 
opposite  hank  about  every  minute,  for  half  an 
hour,  and  never  was  fly  more  accurately,  cockily, 
or  beautifully  cast — now  the  Red  Quill,  then  the 
Blue  Quill,  then  the  Ogden’s  Fancy — right  over 
the  nose  that  was  constantly  coming  up ; but  no, 
he  would  not  have  it;  and  yet  he  would  take 
some  invisible  little  something  close  to  it  and  go 
down  again  with  a wink  of  his  eye.  How  a trout 
could  arrive  at  that  pitch  of  cunning  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive.  The  under-water  Board  Schools  of 
the  Coin  must  be  very  efficiently  conducted,  and 
that  trout  must  have  got  a very  high  certificate 
of  merit.  A trout  which  would  beat  the  vicar, 
who  is  a master  of  more  arts  than  one,  and  a trout 
which  I have  no  doubt  has  often  passed  the 
“ examinations  ” of  Powell,  Hooker,  “ F.  L.,”  and 
many  another  renowned  Coin  angler,  may  very 
safely  be  left  to  take  care  of  himself  amid  the 
wiles  that  are  employed  to  pluck  him.  And  ho 
appears  to  have  coached  “ the  rising  ” generation 
of  the  Coin  to'  a degree  of  education  that  will 
soon  be  the  despair  of  anglers.  One  such  trout 
we  named  “ The  Professor,”  and  he  could  dis- 
tinguish each  of  us  by  the  cast  that  we  made. 
But  there  were  other  woe3  than  weather-woes 
in  my  luckless  spring  holiday  on  my  dear  old 
stream. 

During  my  last  few  days  weed  cutting  was 
going  on  in  the  Bull  water,  in  order  to  prepare 
the  river  for  the  May-fly  season.  This  was  very 
galling,  especially  as  my  professional  duties  would 
not  permit  me  to  stay  away  from  town  for  it.  The 
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river  was  thus  all  muddy  milk,  and  no  fish  would 
think  of  rising,  oven  it'  ho  could  hco  a fly.  But 
thoro  wus  something  moro  trying  even  than  this. 
When  I first  went  down  I had  obtained  permis- 
sion from  tho  owner  to  fish  his  private  water — 
one  of  tho  vory  best  lon^  longths  on  tho  Coin. 
Tho  weather  was  so  bad,  however,  that  I kept 
reserving  my  day  on  it  from  day  to  day  in  hope 
of  a favourable  chango.  That  change  did  not 
come,  and  my  last  day  had  arrived.  And  there 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to  go  thoro  on  that 
last  chance,  although  there  was  a strong  and 
nasty  down-stream  wind.  But  worse  than  that; 
when  I got  thoro  1 found  that  that  was  tho  very 
day  they  had  chosen  for  cutting  the  weeds  there ! 
Not  in  tho  best  of  tempers,  I looked  at  the  milky 
way,  and  said,  “ My  mysterious  luck  again  ! ” So 
I had  to  light  a pipe  and  sit  down  to  see  if  I 
could  find  any  beauty  in  the  scene  ! A premature 
May-fly  now  and  then  appeared  on  tho  milk,  so  I 
put  one  on,  in  case  of  anything  turning  up. 
From  my  seat  on  a log  I watched  a lay-by  of  the 
stream,  and  I saw  close  under  the  opposite  bank 
a rise.  I went  for  it.  Owing  to  the  floating 
weeds  and  the  wind  I had  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  fly  to  float  straight  down  in  such  a 
corner.  At  last — that’s  right — there  it  goes 
straight  in  his  line  ! Up  he  comes,  and  fiercely, 
and  I have  him  beautifully  on  ! But  he  gets  in  a 
mass  of  floating  weed,  and  ah  ! he  is  gone  ! My 
only  chance  most  likely  ! But  I did  have  one 
more.  Sauntering  on  to  look  at  the  water  that  it 
was  hopeless  to  fish,  I came  to  another  place  that 
the  weeds  did  not  touch,  and  from  the  high  bank 
I saw  a grand  fish  lying  at  the  tail  of  a rapid 
shallow,  evidently  in  wait,  like  Mr.  Micawber, 
“for  something  to  turn  up,”  though  he  was  not 
rising.  Creeping  back  and  round,  and  marking 
his  exact  spot,  I tried  to  get  the  May-fly  in 
tempting  line  over  him.  Owing  to  the  weeds, 
however,  and  the  bothersome  wind,  and  to  the 
fact  that,  owing  to  some  obstructive  alder  trees, 
I had  to  fish  dry-fly  down-stream,  it  was  awfully 
difficult  to  do  so.  At  last  there  it  goes  exactly 
towards  his  lair  ! There — beautiful — he  can’t  let 
that  chance  go  by  ! Nor  did  he ! Ha,  ha  ! you 
are  strong— a little  too  strong,  I fear!  Audi 
can’t  follow  him  for  these  trees.  These  floating 

weeds  come  to  his  aid  too.  There  is  no 

contending  against  such  odds,  and  he  too  breaks 
me,  and  gone  is  my  two-pounder  ! Bah,  bah,  bah  ! 
Thicker  and  thicker  now  come  down  the  weeds. 
It  is  no  use  thinking  of  fishing,  so,  as  it  is  now 
evening,  and  I hear  some  loud  ping-pangs  over 
yonder  clump  of  trees,  I will  watch  the  rook- 
shooting, and  envy  men  whose  sport  is  not  marred 
by  weeds  in  the  sky. 

And  now,  farewell  to  Fairford.  It  is  indeed,  at 
any  rate  in  the  green  and  floral  glory  of  spring, 
a fair  place,  foully  as  this  time  it  treated  me. 
And  on  one  of  the  days  and  nights  it  had  a lively 
Fair  going  on  in  it ; and  some  of  our  barristers 
and  Oxford  men  who  were  of  the  number  of  us 
anglers,  tried  to  get  the  amusement  that  fishing 
did  not  afford  in  shying  at  cocoanuts  with  the 
yokels  and  riding  wooden  ponies  round  the  ring 
to  the  blare  of  the  organ  trumpets,  and  some  of 
them  went  for  “ rises  ” in  the  swings.  Observe, 

I did  not  say  that  I did.  “ Not  grieving  at  their 
joys,”  I walked  the  square  listening  to  the  merry 
chimes  of  the  grand  old  church — renowned  far 
and  wide  for  its  stained-glass  windows,  designed, 
they  say,  by  Albert  Durer,  a church  in  which 
the  present  worthy  vicar  reads  and  preaches  as 
well  as  he  angles — and  thinking,  amid  all  the 
mirth  around,  pathetic  thoughts  of  “the  days 
that  are  no  more,”  and  of  many  a dear  friend 
gone  since  the  far  off  time  when  first  I angled  in 
the  stream  of  my  ’prentice  hand. 


AMONG  FISH-FULL  STKEAMS  AND 
PIKE  POOLS. 


Pleasant  are  the  memories  of  bygone  days 
spent  by  stream  or  lake,  especially  those  days 
passed  in  the  companionship  of  a valued  friend 
and  fellow  fisherman,  when  sport  was  good  ; so 
are  those  pictures  which  untold  to  an  angler’s 
mental  view  in  after  life,  as  he  ponders  over  and 
recalls  many  of  the  conflicts  ho  has  fought  with 
lusty  trout,  giant  pike,  and  perch,  while  he  “ blows 
a cloud  ” in  meditative  mood,  quietly  louneinc  in 
his  easy-chair. 
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1 have  now  in  “my  mind’s  eye”  a stream  in 
tho  water  meadows  of  North  Kent,  where  the 
largest  forget-me-nots  and  king-cups  grew 
beneath  tho  shade  of  overhanging  alders.  My 
older  brothor  and  1 (ho  is  on  tho  wrong  side  of 
sovonty,  but  is  a keen  fly-fisher  yet)  would  rise  by 
daybreak,  and  walk  a mile  up  the  valley  before 
putting  rods  and  tackle  together  at  a place  1 will 
(for  tho  nonce)  call  Dynamite  Bridge,  where  we 
almost  always  caught  a brace,  and  some- 
times two,  of  trout;  they  wore  plentiful  in 
those  days,  but  pike  have  since  then  got 
into  the  stream  and  destroyed  nearly  all  tho 
fario;  then,  after  another  trudge — a mile  good 
measure — down  Dynamite- lane,  we  came  to  the 
Chequers  Inn — kept  by  a “boniface”  named 
Mackney,  one  of  the  jolliest  and  most  rotund 
that  ever  drew  breath,  and  made  anglers  happy. 
His  wife  was  a comely  matron,  but,  as  the  song 
says,  “ was  a bit  of  a scold.”  Still,  she  always 
made  us  comfortable,  and  prepared  our  breakfast 
early— for  by  seven  o’clock  we  had  fairly  earned 
it,  fishing  the  streams  which  flowed  through  the 
meadows  in  the  vicinity  of  the  inn.  The  marshes 
about  there  were  so  secluded  that  wild  ducks  in 
their  season,  moorhens,  snipe,  and  dabchicks 
could  all  be  met  with;  and  a heron  would 
occasionally  take  wing,  disturbed  by  us  as  we 
pushed  our  way  through  a leafy  copse,  to  reach 
a favourite  bit  of  water;  the  bird,  perhaps, 
having  been  solemnly  standing  on  one  leg  intently 
watching  the  shallows,  in  the  hope  of  catching  an 
unwary  eel  or  roach.  In  summer  and  autumn 
trout  had  grown  fat,  and  were  in  the  primest 
condition,  from  feeding  on  the  flies  and  cater- 
pillars which  dropped  from  the  overhanging 
boughs ; these  places  were  difficult  to  fish- 
natural  preserves  of  the  stream — and  the  cause 
why  it  was  always  so  full  of  trout. 

There  were  other  brooks  and  watercourses, 
tributaries  to  the  stream,  and  where  they  fell  into 
it,  were  mostly  spanned  by  wooden  bridges  or 
brick  arches,  so  that  access  could  be  got  from 
meadow  to  meadow.  These  places  were  the  certain 
“ hovers  ” of  big  fish,  and  in  them  the  broad, 
bronze-backed,  crimson  spotted  trout  could 
usually  be  found — strong  fish  they  were  when 
hooked,  showing  rare  fighting  powers  before  they 
were  landed,  for  the  water  rushed  and  swirled  in 
fine  style  through  these  bridges  and  culverts  ; but 
under  them  were  broken  stubbs  and  posts,  with 
other  impediments,  for  which  a hooked  fish 
always  made,  so  that  an  angler  had  to  give  but 
little  law,  or  otherwise  his  tackle  was  sure  to 
come  to  grief.  Years  ago  the  farm  lads  in  the 
early  morning,  before  anybody  was  astir  in  the 
meadows,  would  capture  trout  at  these  places, 
with  a worm  on  a stout  gut  perch-hook  and  a 
hand  line,  by  dropping  the  bait  in  on  the  upper 
side  of  the  arch,  and  letting  it  float  under  and 
through  with  the  stream ; there  was  no  need  to 
strike,  for  the  fish  in  the  act  of  turning  hooked 
themselves,  and  many  a fine  trout  caught  in  this 
fashion  those  farmer  lads  had  for  their  break- 
fasts. But  in  spite  of  this,  and  some  poaching, 
the  stream  in  those  days  was  full  of  fish,  and  it 
was  considered  indifferent  sport,  if  a fairly 
dexterous  fly- fisher  did  not  in  a day  capture  six 
or  eight  brace  of  trout,  from  one  and  a half  to 
three-quarter  pound — less  than  this  weight  were 
returned  to  the  water.  A two  pounder  was 
occasionally  caught,  and  my  capture  of  a six  and 
a half  pounder,  with  minnow,  when  a lad  fifteen 
years  of  age,  made  me  a hero  among  my  angling 
chums.  The  source  of  this  stream  is  among  the 
chalk  downs  which  extend  from  Mid-Kent  into 
Surrey;  and  the  same  “watershed”  supplies 
many  brooks  and  rivers  flowing  south,  most  of 
which  contain  trout  besides  other  fish.  Many  of 
these  southern  streams  provide  power  for  water- 
mills— some  of  which  are  so  ancient  that  they  are 
mentioned  in  Domesday-book — hence  they  are 
called  “ Domesday  Mills.”  These  old  buildings  are 
very  picturesque,  grey  with  lichens  and  moss,  or 
clothed  with  a green  mantle  of  glossy  ivy, 
and  their  water  wheels  are  mostly  “overshot.” 
At  a hamlet  in  one  of  the  southern  “ homo 
counties  ” is  an  old-time  mill,  which  no  doubt  (or 
an  earlier  on  the  same  site)  ground  corn  eight 
centuries  ago  for  the  soldiers  of  William  I., 
to  whom  the  Norman  king  apportioned  much  of 
that  county. 

A dam,  which  then  was  thrown  across  the 
valley,  is  now  clothed  with  rugged  oaks,  elms, 
and  beech  trees;  and  tho  arrested  waters  of  the 


stream  form  a mill  pool  of  some  thirty  acres, 
abounding  with  pike,  perch,  tench,  and  carp. 
The  mill  itself  is  a largo  irregular  building,  a 
farmhouse  as  well  as  a mill.  Its  massive  walls 
are  stained  with  ago,  the  water  falls  over  the 
moss-grown  wheel,  splashing  and  dripping  from 
its  floats  in  silvery  spra3_s,  then  hurries  through  a 
narrow  channel  overhung  with  water  docks  and 
fringed  with  rushes,  to  join  the  larger  river  a 
mile  beyond. 

in  tho  mill  cottage  lived  an  old  widow  and 
her  son.  She  was  famous  round  that  neigh- 
bourhood for  brewing  mead,  and  after  a long  day’s 
fishing  J would  sometimes  call  on  the  old  lady 
to  drink  a cup  of  it,  when  she  would  say  “ It  will 
do  you  good,  Master  Alfred,  for  it’s  made  out  o’ 
honey  just  as  it  comes  from  the  hive.”  She  was 
sadly  perplexed  about  her  young  ducks,  for  the 
pike  she  said,  “ Drat  ’em,  would  take  ’em  down  as 
they  swam  across  the  pool,  and  she  had  lost  more 
than  half  on  ’em.”  1 have  caught  four  pike  in 
that  water,  weighing  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
two  pounds  each,  and  some  very  large  perch 
from  about  the  old  sluice  which  supplied  the 
mill-wheel. 

After  an  interval  of  twenty  years  I visited  that 
place  again,  the  mill  and  pool  were  unchanged, 
the  widow  was  laid  by  her  husband  in  the  church- 
yard, but  her  son  was  hale  and  hearty,  excepting 
for  a twinge  of  rheumatism  now  and  then,  tho 
result  of  colds  caught  when  following  the  sport 
he  so  dearly  loved,  for  he  had  become  an  angler. 

On  looking  across  the  meadows  I saw  him 
trudging  along  with  a thin  ground-ash  sapling 
over  his  shoulder,  making  his  way  by  the  mill 
stream.  It  was  in  flood,  bank  high,  and  the 
pollard-willow  stems  partly  submerged.  Where 
the  brook  joined  the  river  was  an  eddy  and  deep 
hole,  but  its  exact  whereabouts  could  only  be 
distinguished  by  a circular  movement  in  the 
water  at  this  particular  spot.  William  wa3 
pleased  to  see  me  after  the  lapse  of  so  many 
years,  and  said  “ stop  with  me  while  I fish.” 

Now,  as  for  myself,  I should  not  have  thought 
of  fishing  in  such  a flood  of  thick  water ; but 
William  knew  what  he  was  about,  and  from  his 
pocket  drew  a bag  of  lobworms,  with  which  he 
baited  the  hole,  next  he  brought  forth  a line 
of  watercord,  a float,  and  perch  hook  on  stout  gut 
then  his  box  of  hook-worms.  He  said,  “ These 
is  dew-lobs — not  bramlins — aint  they  pictur’s  ? — 
I knows  how  deep  to  fish — I don’t  need  to  plum 
it.”  He  dropped  his  bait  in  the  swirl— his  float 
sailed  into  the  eddy,  then  it  was  gone ; Bill 
struck,  and  out  he  fetched  a perch  of  full  21b. 
weight.  Baiting  again,  and  throwing  well  out, 
soon  as  his  float  “ steadied,”  down  it  went  with 
a rush  ; he  struck — up  came  float  and  line  minus 
the  gut  and  hook.  “ That’s  a jack,”  said  he,  “ but 
I’ll  have  him.”  He  brought  out  a pike-hook  on 
gimp,  and  put  on  two  lobworms  this  time — • 
threw  in — down  went  his  float,  popped  up  again 
— went  under  again;  he  waited  a moment  or 
two — struck — and  landed  as  nice  a pike  of  61b. 
with  his  rough  tackle  as  ever  was  seen.  Trying 
again  to  see  if  there  was  a companion  pike  in 
the  hole,  but  unsuccessfully,  he  changed  his 
trace  for  a perch-hook;  he  went  on  fishing,  and 
kept  pulling  out  perch,  bream,  and  roach,  until 
a goodly  heap  of  fish  lay  upon  the  grass — a 
couple  of  dozen — and  all  good-sized  ones. 

In  Mid-Sussex  is  a troutstream  flowing  through 
a lovely  valley  and  extensive  pine  woods,  the 
waters  driving  the  large  overshot  wheel  of  a 
“ Domesday  mill.”  My  brother  and  I had  ex- 
cellent sport  in  this  stream  some  years  since. 
Within  easy  distance  are  several  sheets  of  water, 
varying  from  forty  to  twelve  acres,  containing 
fine  pike,  perch,  carp,  &c.,  but,  being  proprietary, 
permission  to  fish  must  be  obtained.  The  few 
who  have  that  privilege  accorded  them,  invariably 
in  suitable  weather,  enjoy  splendid  sport.  Many 
of  the  lesser  pools  are  called  “ hammer  ponds,” 
for  previous  to  three  centuries  ago  they  provided 
the  water  which  worked  the  forges  and  tilt- 
hammers  of  the  iron  foundries,  which  then  existed 
in  Sussex. 

It  is  said  that  the  ordnance  used  to  repel  the 
Spanish  Armada,  and  the  rails  round  St.. Paul’s 
Cathedral  were  made  in  that  locality. 

That  one  of  these  ponds  hold  giant  pike  I well 
know,  for  in  the  company  of  two  companions, 
February,  1882,  I captured  on  gut-patornostor 
tackle,  among  other  large  pike  and  perch,  a pike 
weighing  311b.;  but  such  fine  follows  required 
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careful  handling’,  for  anacharsis  had  spread 
through  much  of  the  water,  witli  other  luxuriant 
growths  of  aquatic  vegetation. 

■ In  this  pond  was  what  remained  of  a duck 
decoy,  whore  in  earlier  years  many  wildfowl  (the 
keeper  told  me)  were  captured. 

On  this  estate  was  a pit,  where  clay  had  been 
dug  to  make  bricks,  with  which  the  farmstead 
and  house  were  built,  a century  ago.  It  had  got 
filled  with  water  by  drainage  from  the  surround- 
ing meadows,  and  had  a reputation  for  holding 
the  best  tench  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Cows  strolled  in  up  to  their  bellies  to  cool 
themselves  in  hot  autumn  weather,  trampled  and 
stirred  up  the  bottom  for  some  distance  from  the 
margin,  and  tench  would  come  to  the  edge  of  the 
muddy  water,  where  it  was  too  deep  for  the  cows, 
and  there  those  fish  woidd  feed. 

I fished  this  pond  several  times,  usually  catch- 
ing a quantity  of  tench  of  good  size,  many  of 
Ihem  from  two  to  three  pounds  weight,  that 
would  take  a worm  freely.  As  far  as  I have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  the  place  has  not  been  much 
looked  after,  beyond  not  bemg  suffered  ‘‘to  be 
fished  to  death.”  A.  Jardine. 

(To  be  continued.) 


gcofd)  ilofes. 

By  Mac. 

In  general,  salmon  and  grilse  angling  on  Scotch 
waters  was  not  so  good  last  week,  but  sport  with 
sea  (rout,  especially  on  the  lochs,  kept  up  very 
well  in  quite  a large  number  of  localities. 


Taken  as  a whole  the  netting  results  (salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout)  from  Scotch  fisheries  last 
week  were  rather  poor  for  the  time  of  the  year. 
In  a few  districts,  including  Tay,  the  takes  were 
steadier  and  heavier,  but  speaking  of  the  fishing 
all  round  it  could  not  be  said  to  be  any  improve- 
ment upon  that  of  the  previous  week.  In  some 
quarters  (very  singularly)  grilse  were  scarcer ; in 
others  salmon  and  trout.  Grilse  generally  were 
of  notably  large  size  for  the  respective  fisheries, 
and  here  and  there  they  were  of  a greater  weight 
(average)  for  the  season  than  they  have  been  for 
some  years  past.  Not  a few  large  salmon,  of 
weights  between  351b.  and  421b.  were  netted,  and 
generally  there  was  more  sign  of  the  large 
autumn  salmon  coming  inshore  with  the  inten- 
tion, if  possible,  of  ascending  the  rivers. 

Sport,  which  for  some  time  back  has  been  very 
slack,  is  now  beginning  to  revive  on  LochLeven. 
Common  takes  for  several  days  past  have  been 
151b.  and  161b.  Tbe  average  weight  of  the  trout 
caught  seems  a bit  better  than  the  average  of  the 
earlier  months’  fish.  


The  water  getting  lower  and  lower,  and  bright 
windless  weather  prevailing  nearly  all  last  week, 
it  was  no  wonder  that  sport  on  the  Annan  fell 
away  from  its  high  standard  of  the  previous  week. 
That  there  was  galore  of  fish — sea  trout  and 
herling — was  plain  as  a pike-staff,  but  the  highly 
unfavourable  conditions  proved  all  against  good 
Old  Izaak’s  disciples,  and  only  with  tiny  fly — and 
on  most  occasions  the  worm — could  any  really 
decent  baskets  be  secured.  Eight  or  ten  herling 
with  a “ fey  ” sea-trout  or  two  was  about  the  run 
of  what  was  considered  a creditable  day’s  work 
under  the  circumstances. 


Last  week’s  fishing  for  salmon  and  grilse  on 
the  Rhiconich  Hotel’s  fisheries,  Sutherlandshire, 
was  poor,  but  the  sport  with  loch  trout  and  sea- 
trdut  one  or  two  days  was  very  good. 

It  is  reported  that  (he  Duke  of  Portland,  who, 
during  his  stay  at  Beaufort  Castle,  Inverness- 
shire,  this  summer,  had  over  200  salmon  or  grilse 
to  his  own  rod  from  the  River  Beauly,  has  taken 
a.  lease  from  Lrrd  Lovat,  of  Branlan  Lodge, 
Strathglass.  

In  the  matter  of  flies,  anglers  coming  to 
Scotland  to  fish  for  sea  trout  (adult  or  adolescent) 
in  the  autumn,  if  they  desire  a bit  of  advice 
might  do  worse  than  be  guided  to  some  extent  by 
one  who  with  modesty  might  venture  to  say  that 
(hdse  who  know  his  “record”  would  perhaps  not 
be  disinclined  to  own  up  to  his  experience  being 


neither  very  local  nor  yet  very  limited.  A not 
extensive  yet  withal  excellent  list  of  flies,  many,  if 
not  most,  experienced  anglers  think  desirable,  and 
this  is  what  the  writer  would  recommend.  It  is 
made  up  of  the  following  patterns : Green  and 
Mallard,  Claret  and  Mallard,  Landrail  and  Silver, 
Teal  and  Scarlet,  Silver  Blue,  Golden  .Wasp, 
Watson’s  Fancy,  Lord  Saltoun,  Badger,  Red 
Quill,  Woodcock  and  Yellow,  Priest,  Zulu,  Red 
Palmer.  The  best  sizes  of  hook  (Bartleet’s  scale, 
Limerick  bend)  are  Nos.  9,  10,  and  11.  These 
patterns  are  general  killers.  If  the  right  sizes, 
one  or  two  of  the  lot  will  kill  anywhere  as  well  as 
any  pattern  whatever  that  is  pitted  against  them 
— on  east  coast  rivers,  streams,  and  estuaries 
between  the  present  date  and  tke  end  of  the  rod 
season  ; and  for  autumn  fishing  all  round  the 
writer  firmly  believes  that  there  could  not  be 
another  such  excellent  dozen  or  so  selected  with- 
out including  in  it  quite  half  of  the  patterns 
named.  The  list  for  its  scope  is  unequalled  for 
variety  of  proved  general  nailers,  and  affords  a 
wonderful  range  of  change.  ' In  short,  it  provides 
for  (if  the  flies  are  sized)  every  condition  under 
which,  almost  anywhere,  sea  trout  and  finnock 
can  be  caught  with  fly  in  the  autumn. 


The  Loch  Maree  sea  trout  angling  season  has 
been  “ on  ” for  several  weeks,  but  the  sport  for 
most  of  the  time  has  proved  only  middling.  The 
trout  have  run  small,  scarcely  any  big  ones 
being  got.  

There  is  no  sport  now  worth  a docJcen  with 
salmon  and  grilse,  nor  will  there  be  any  for  a few 
weeks  to  come — not  until  the  nets  go  off — on  the 
crack  salmon  rivers  of  the  east  coast  between 
Berwick-on-Tweed  and  the  headland  of  Moray. 


Several  days  last  week  a few  anglers  had  fine 
sport  with  the  grand  trout  of  Loch  Tummel. 
Seven  of  the  best,  caught  by  parties  out  from 
Mr.  Dow’s  hotel,  weighed  18$lb. 

Last  week  the  River  Awe,  Argyllshire,  although 
not  fishing  quite  so  well,  was  still  yielding  to  the 
rods  a good  number  of  salmon  and  grilse.  Fish 
were  taking  lower  down,  but  the  best  of  the  sport 
was  had  on  the  lengths  between  the  railway 
bridge  and  Loch  Awe. 

“ Sea  fish,”  as  they  are  locally  demominated, 
are  now  up  Till  and  Teviot  in  fair  strength,  and 
the  locals  are  managing  to  effect  some  kills. 

Both  with  gentles  and  the  large  moth  (the 
latter  for  night  fishing)  anglers  have  done  well  of 
late  on  the  Fifeshire  streams.  Eden,  Leven, 
Lochty,  and  Orr  are  the  streams  that  have  been 
fished  with  best  results,  and  alike  good  water  and 
propitious  weather  have  favoured  the  angler. 

The  Durness  Kyle  (Sutherland)  sea  trout 
fishing  has  been  no  more  than  moderately 
encouraging  for  the  last  ten  days,  the  takes  per 
rod  per  day  ruuning  about  12lb.,  the  fish  about 
21b. 


AVmr  salmon  and  grilse  a continuation  of 
good  sport,  though  not  so  good  as  the  previous 
week’s,  was  experienced  by  anglers  on  the  River 
Naver,  Sutherlandshire.  The  Hope  and  Dionard 
waters  (loch  and  river)  in  the  same  northern 
region  likewise  gave  good  fishing,  but  rather 
erratically,  so  I hear.  

It  is  wonderful  the  takes  of  grilse  that  are 
being  got  on  Loch  Awe.  Fancy — and  free  fishing 
too — two  and  three  grilse  in  a day  to  one  rod. 
It  is  likely  that  this  year’s  grilse  season  on  Loch 
Awe  will  beat  the  record — at  least  the  record  of 
the  present  decade.  

Writeth  the  Mackay  : — “ The  furore  over  the 
Linn  o’ Dee  business  has  subsided.  Not  for  one 
moment  did  the  Duke  of  Fife  intend  interfering 
with  theamenities  of  the  spot — one  of  the  loveliest 
in  a lovely  land,  and  what  blasting  operations 
were  contemplated  would  never  have  been  dis- 
covered had  the  workmen  got  at  the  job  before 
the  visitors’  season  set  in.  All  that  the  factor 
would  allow  was  the  removal  of  a small  ledge  of 
rock  at  the  further  end  of  the  Linn,  and  thus 
facilitatethe  passage  of  salmonfrom  the  congested 
pools  below. 


“The  Fishery  Board  officials  have  repeatedly 
urged  the  construction  of  a regular  salmon  pass, 
and  were  such  done  miles  of  the  finest  spawning 
waters  would  be  opened  up.  Deeside  possesses 
a wealth  of  scenery  peculiarly  its  own,  and  the 
Linn  o’  Dee,  one  of  those  few  beauteous  spots 
once  seen  is  never  to  be  forgotten.  It  is  in  a 
sense  national  property,  although  part  of  a private 
estate,  and  had  its  destruction  been  thought 
about  there  would  have  been  good  cause  for  the 
cry,  and  quite  right  too.  But  there  is  no  such 
cause,  and  we  hope  the  Duke  will  be  heartily 
supported  in  carrying  out  this  fishery  improve- 
ment. 

“ The  wail  of  the  angler  is  not  the  want  of 
fish,  but  the  losing  of  them.  They  have  been 
‘coming  short,’  and  it  is  the  common  experience 
to  have  ‘to  do’  with  two  or  three  of  an  evening 
and  yet  carry  home  an  empty  creel. 

“ Miles  of  the  Dee  may  now  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  tonrist  angler  free ; and  about  Aboyne 
and  Ballater  tbe  villagers  are  having  a high  old 
time  of  it,  although  the  total  results  do  not 
amount  to  much.” 


I hear  that  “ the  angling  did  fairly  well  during 
the  first  fortnight  of  July  on  both  Lochy  and 
Spean,  but  that  it  has  fallen  off  a good  deal  and  is 
still  falling  off  on  the  Spean.  It  has  not,  how- 
ever, declined  appreciably  on  the  Lochy,  which  it 
is  expected  will  have  a very  good  record  for  July 
on  the  whole.”  These  rivers,  of  which  Lord 
Abinger  holds  the  sole  angling  rights,  are  the 
crack  large  fisheries  of  the  west  coast  of  Scotland 
for  salmon  and  grilse  angling  from  May  onwards. 

In  Scotland  the  distribution  of  the  sea  trout  is 
about  as  remarkable  as  that  of  the  salmon.  It  is 
very  restricted  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and 
very  wide-spread  at  others.  It  has  no  well- 
defined  geographical  bounds  according  to  the 
seasons,  and  there  is  no  time  when  it  is  universal. 
No  fixed  season  is  there  for  the  sea  trout 
migrating  inland  all  round  any  more  than  there 
is  for  the  salmon.  We  call  them — and  rightly — 
fish  of  the  summer,  but  yet  we  do  not  in  all  waters 
find  them  in  greatest  numbers  during  the 
summer  season.  Nevertheless  it  is  then,  as 
adults  and  mature  fish,  that  they  are  known  to  be 
most  numerous  over  the  widest  area  of  fresh 
water  as  well  as  of  inshore  sea  water  in  these 
northern  parts.  

Between  the  middle  of  June  and  August  is 
the  period  during  which  the  run  of  mature  sea 
trout  to  the  coast  and  up  the  rivers — where  and 
when  they  can  get — is  most  general  in  Scotch 
waters.  Afterwards,  such  a run — the  natural 
run — becomes  very  much  non-existent,  and,  until 
the  end  of  the  season,  is  in  evidence  in  only  a 
very  small  number  of  localities,  dotted  about 
promiscuously  over  the  mainland  and  islands. 

Not  a single  district  embracing  a good  many 
waters  has  its  run  of  sea  trout  in  greatest 
strength  going  on  in  all  these  waters  at  one  and 
the  self-same  time.  Having  made  this  qualifying 
statement,  as  to  the  facts,  for  the  information  of 
my  brother  anglers,  I proceed  to  name  the  waters 
or  districts  in  which,  between  the  present  date 
and  the  end  of  September,  there  is  every  pro- 
bability of  sea  trout  angling  being  obtained. 

Foremost  I would  place  the  Shetland  Islands, 
on  account  as  well  of  the  size  of  the  fish  as  of 
their  possessing  the  greatest  range  of  fishing. 
Then,  to  follow  them  in  order  of  merit,  as  I judge, 
have  to  be  named  the  Uists ; the  streams  of  the 
north-east  coast  north  of  the  Helmsdale;  the 
late  waters  of  the  western  (mainland)  seaboard 
of  Sutherland,  Ross, Inverness,  and  Argyll  shires; 
waters  of  the  latest  districts  of  the  Isles ; the 
lower  lengths  of  the  most  of  the  east  coast 
rivers  between  the  Tay  and  the  Ness;  Loch 
Seaham,  Loch  Brora,  &c. — these  all  for  fresh,  or 
moderately  fresh-run  sea  trout,  with,  perhaps, 
more  or  fewer  of  the  “ younger  brood  ” called 
finnock,  herling,  or  whitling,  “ thrown  in  ” 
generally.  

A correspondent  writes  : “What  do  you  think 
of  the  Duke  of  Fife  and  the  Linn  of  Dee  altera- 
tions ? Ought  he  not  to  operate  first  on  the 
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artificial  obstruction  that  lio  has  jammed  in  near 
the  mouth  of  tho  Devoron — that  monstrous  tiling 
that  keops  back  all  tho  fish  to  his  draco’s  nettors, 
and  allows  of  no  angling  for  salmon  to  tho  fifty 
and  ono  proprietors  above,  for  more  than  ono 
month  in  tho  whole  yoar.  With  tho  ono  hand 
his  draco  Hooks  to  let  all  tho  salmon  have  freo 
course  into  his  own  wators,  and  with  tho  other 
ho  trios  to  hold  them  all  back  from  getting  into 
others  waters.  This  I call  smart  business.” 

1 heard  from  Loch  Inver  a week  ago  that  the 
kirkaig  river  was  in  fine  ply,  and  that  the  rods 
out  from  tho  hotel  during  tho  threo  fishing  days 
ending  24th  ult.  had  four  salmon  and  four  grilse. 

I have  the  following  from  the  Ben  Wyvis 
Hotel,  Strathpeffer  Spa.  Ross-shiro : “ We  have 
tho  entire  angling  on  the  Blackwater,  from  its 
junction  with  the  Conon  all  the  way  to  Achilty 
bridge,  and  the  inclusive  right  to  the  upper  por- 
tion for  four  days  a week,  from  the  bridge  to  the 
foot  of  Loch  Carve  ; the  remaining  two  days 
above  the  bridge  goes  with  Castle  Leod.  This 
angling  on  the  Blackwater,  with  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception the  best  in  the  north,  certainly  the  best 
in  Ross-shire,  is  free  to  visitors  staying  at  the 
Ben  Wyvis  Hotel.  Now,  and  for  some  weeks 
back,  the  river  has  been  almost  continuously  in 
fashing  trim,  and  anglers  have  been  meeting  with 
satisfactory  success.” 

By  the  way,  I notice  that  some  of  my  “ Scotch 
JNotes,  written  in  my  best  lithographic  stvle  P) 
were  blundered  a bit  last  week.  I am  stupid 
enough  as  it  is,  so  the  printer’s  devil  must  not  take 
liberties  that  make,  or  have  a tendency  to  make,  me 
more  stupid  still  in  the  eyes  of  your  readers. 

Through  not  a drop  of  rain  having  fallen  for  a 
while  back,  and  a blazing  hot  sun  the  livelong 
day,  the  streams  of  several  Scotch  districts  are 
now  about  as  dry  as  a Hielanman. 

Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes:  “The 
anglers  here  are  well  pleased  with  the  sport, 
ihe  kyle  is  swarming  with  sea  trout,  though  the 
weather  is  so  very  bright  that  they  will  not  take 
well.  But  the  fresh-run  ones  are  not  so  shy  as 
the  ones  that  have  been  on  the  kyle  since  lon°\ 

Tricket,  on  28th,  bad  twelve  sea  trout,  24ilb 
—largest,  two  9|lb.  Same  date  Mr.  Jeakes  and 
Mr.  Malcolm  sixteen  sea  trout,  16|lb.  27th,  Mr. 
Brown  seven  sea  trout,  12£lb.—  largest  51b.  Good 
sport  is  expected  next  week.  Dr.  Taylor  and  party 
are  leaving  at  end  of  month,  after  having  had 
excellent  sport  on  Dionard  and  Loch  Dionard.” 

Sport  on  the  best  trouting  waters  of  the  Clyde 
was  encouraging  last  week,  a good  few  anglers 
running  up  very  creditable  takes  ; trout  a trifle 
better  than  three  to  the  pound. 

I hear  from  a Reay  Forester : “ Sport  has  been 
capital  since  the  heavy  rains,  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
killing  to  his  own  rod  for  the  week  on  the  Laxford 
thirty  salmon;  while  Lady  Coke,  his  lordship’s 
daughter,  grassed  six  beauties  in  splendid  style. 
Professor  Drummond  is  having  the  very  best  of 
sport  with  sea  trout  on  Loch  Stack. 


done.  Anyone  unacquainted  with  his  former 
efforts  might  quickly  discover  the  real  sportsman, 
as  well  as  tho  cheery  penman  who  modestly  con- 
cludes his  preface:  “On  the  fate  of  this  fresh 
\enturcsome  effort  to  win  public  approval  I pin 
my  faith  very  diffidently,  if  trustingly,  and  thus 
H'fivo  tho  matter  in  tho  hands  of  a nport-loviiH* 
public.”  H 

There  are  seventeen  stories,  somo  of  which  have 
seen  the  light  of  day  in  recognised  sporting 
journals  ; doubtless,  those  scattered  articles  will 
be  welcome  to  some  former  admirers  by  being 
issued  collectively,  as  experience  has  shown,  in 
many  important  cases,  that  readers  are  pleased  to 
have  pithy  sketches  in  a single  volume  for  ready 
access  on  tho  bookshelf,  as  leisure  and  fancy  may 
demand.  . The  first  sketch,  consisting  of  five 
chapters,  is  a pretty  love  story,  woven  with  sport- 
ing experiences,  under  the  heading,  “Miss 
Burton  of  Craigmuir.”  To  describe  the  plot 
would  be  an  infringement  on  the  author’s  right 
to  a full  hearing;  suffice  it  to  say  that  it  is  largely 
a Yorkshire  story,  in  which  the  course  of  true 
love,  as  usual,  does  not  always  run  smooth,  but 
which  ends  in  the  manner  sacred  to  all  good 
dramas  and  well-ordered  sketches,  and  is  written 
in  a manner  which  bespeaks  intelligence — 
literary  as  well  as  sporting.  Here  is  a 
specimen  of  duck- shooting : 

“Burton  had  determined  on  taking  his 
stand  under  the  great  beeches  at  the  crown 
of  the  mere,  and  chancing  a shot  at  ducks 
heading  up  from  the  lower  waters.  It  was 
as  good  a plan  as  he  could  have  possibly 
adopted,  for  George  Meredith,  whose  gun 
every  now  and  then  bellowed  out,  was 


of  treating  the  capture  of  a huge  pike  that  had 
troubled  the  mind  of  a trusty  keeper,  who  had 
“ shadowed  ” it  for  months,  until  his  young 
master  came  homo  for  the  Christmas  holidays, 
and  found  himself  holding  a stout  rod,  the  bent 
top  of  which  told  tales  of  a really  game  pike 
contesting  for  liberty : 

Raising  his  arm  in  his  excitomont  to  give  force  to 
Ins  words,  the  fish  saw  his  sudden  movement,  and  sheered 
slowly  off  for  deeper  water;  but  this  time  Burton  held 
on,  never  allowing  the  handle  of  the  winch  to  revolve 
once,  and  tho  strain  was  so  deadly  that  once  again 
the  fish  sought  release  by  coming  to  the  surface, 
although  very  slowly,  and  began  rolling  abomt  from 
side  to  side  with  sheer  distress,  snapping  his 
armoured  jaw  in  sullen  futile  rage,  lashing  the 
water  with  savage  bangs  of  his  broad  and  powerful  tail 
into  loamy  waves,  and  now  and  again  exerting  all  the 
remnants  of  his  great  strength  for  a final  rally.  Com- 
pelled to  let  him  go  for  a yard  or  two,  Barton  yet  held 
lum  with  a steady  grip,  and  he  slowly  neared  the  boat. 

Ab,  thou  owd  divil,’  says  Tom  [the  keeper],  taking  np 
the  huge  salmon  net,  1 Thees  had  a many  of  my  flappers 
this  summer,  and  now  only  bide  until  ar’  gets  a grip  of 
thee,  an  ar’ll  mak  thee  flap  to  a rare  old  tune  ! ’ ” 

Ihe  sketches  include  “ Yellowhammer's  Christ- 
mas Box  ’ (a  story  which  has  its  locale  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Doctor’s  Commons  and  Thames- 
street,  “ Pigbury’s  Pond,”  “ The  Last  Day  in 
the  Woods,  ’ “ By  Sedge  and  Stream  in 
Winter  Time,”  “ The  Vicarage  Garden — The 
V icar’s  Pool,”  “ Reminiscences  of 
Bygone  Days,”  “ Carp  Fishing  on  the 
Priory  Water,”  “ Thames  Trouting  on 
Derby  Day,”  and  various  others,  which 
deserve  high  commendation  and 
public  favour. 


SPORTING  FACTS  AND  FANCIES.* 

The  dedication  of  this  charming  book,  by  the 
author,  is  short,  and  it  is  one  that  appeals  for 
general  approval— thus  : “To  my  dear  wife,  the 
best  iriend  and  counsellor  I ever  had.”  Good 
Mr.  Wheeldon;  you  start  well.  The  title— 
Sporting  b acts  and  Fancies  ” — will  awake  some 
interest  in  the  breasts  of  a large  clieni'de  in  both 
town  and  country.  That  the  author  is  competent 
to  entertain  people  of  sporting  proclivities  goes 
without  saying,  for  few  readers  of  the  literature 
devoted  to  rod  and  gun  are  ignorant  of  his 
prevmus  productions  — “A  Sporting  ‘ Olla 
fodrida,  “Beaten  on  the  Post,”  “Anglino- 
Resorts  near  London,”  &c. ; nor  will  tho  readers 
of  this  latest  series  of  sketches  consider  that  the 
writer  has  drifted  into  the  period  marked  as  the 
sere  and  yellow  leaf.  Whether  Mr.  Wheeldon 
fancies  his  facts,  or  weaves  facts  and  fancies  into 
a book-fabric,  matters  not ; the  work  is  deftly 

“ |Portj"ff  Fa,°t»  and  Fancies.”  By  .1.  I>.  Wheeldon. 
R.  S.  Bhrnbsolo,  143,  Strand. 


evidently  shooting  towards  home,  and  the  birds 
would  very  likely  head  up  the  water.  Scarcely  had 
he  taken  up  his  position,  and  before  he  had  had 
time  to  notice  the  well  - remembered  and  sullen 
features  of  ‘ The  Heron’s  Haunt,’  as  the  top  pool 
was  called,  from  the  fact  that  for  ages  succeeding 
colonies  of  the  long-legged  birds  had  built  in  tho  tall 
frees  overhanging  the  terribly  deep  water,  when 
five  ducks  whistled  with  outstretched  necks  over  his 
head,  and  circled  round  the  trees  at  the  further  end  ; 
then  wheeled  back,  and  camo  straight  down  the  pool 
within  twenty-five  yards  of  where  ho  was  standing 
Countess  whimpered  as  she  saw  the  birds,  and  just  as 
tho  dusky  wings  were  closing,  preparatory  to  a pitch 
upon  the  still  surface  of  the  mere,  Burton’s  gun  rattled 
out.  I wo  fell  stone  dead,  while  the  second  barrol 
reached  an  old  mallard,  as  he  stretched  his  wings  for  a 
burster  across  tho  lake.  Ono  foil  idly,  and  tho  bird 
dropped,  making  strenuous  efforts  to  reach  tho  dead  and 
withered  sedges  on  the  opposite  shore.  He  would  have 
mado  his  point  with  any  bitch  less  keen  than 
Countess,  but  she  was  half  over  tho  pool  almost  before 
tho  echoes  had  died  away,  and  grabbed  tho  crafty  old 
stager  just  as  ho  seemed  suro  of  getting  among  tho 
reeds,  then  roturnod  to  do  duty  in  gotting  tho  dead 
1 irds  out.” 

Hero,  loo,  is  an  example  of  the  author’s  style 


A NEW  ANGLER’S  KNIFE. 


Mr,  Geo.  C.  Alcock,  of  63,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  E.C.,  the  London  representative  of  tho 
well-known  Sheffield  firm  of  John  Watts,  manu- 
facturer of  cutlery  since  1765,  called  on  us  the 
other  day  with  a sample  of  a new  knife  for 
anglers,  which  is  so  clearly  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying illustrations  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
write  much  about  it.  We  told  Mr.  Alcock  that 
iu  our  opinion  it  was  in  many  respects  the  best 
angler  s knife  we  have  seen,  tho  great  feature  in 
it  being  the  shot  splitter  and  pliers,  which  can  bo 
used  also  to  hold  a lly  in  lly-dressing,  as  tho 
metal  loop  for  suspending  the  knife  to  a belt  is 
used  to  lock  the  pliers  on  the  hook  (as  shown  in 
tho  illustration). 

1 o preserve  the  steel  the  whole  knifo  is  silver 
plated.  It  is  admirably  mado,  of  tho  best  steel, 
by  one  of  tho  best  firms  in  Sheffield,  and  is  just 
tho  present  which  ono  angler  should  mako  to 
another,  or  to  himself,  when  ho  feels  in  a 
generous  humour. 
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C.  FARLOW & Co.,  Ltd. 

191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C., 

yjlanufaeturerd  of  *7ir4t  *\ €ia44  fiodd  and  <Taek{e. 


HAND-MADE  SPLIT  CANE  TROUT  RODS. 


C.  F.  and  Co.  have  a large  Assortment  of  these  Mods,  built  specially  for  Fry  Fly-Fishing , in  Stock.  They 
are  fitted  with  Cork,  Sandies , Snake  Rings , and  straight  Ferrules,  preventing  the  necessity  of  tying  the 
joints  together.  They  are  made  and  finished  throughout  at  our  own  manufactory,  and  none  but  the 
choicest  cane  is  used,  with  first-class  workmanship,  which  can  be  thoroughly  relied  upon.  Price,  £5  5s. 


MIDLAND  ” BOX,  for  Eyed  Plies  & Casts. 
By  post,  8s.  3d.  each. 


THE  FRANCIS  TROUT  FLY 
BOOK,  contains  description  of  36 
most  useful  patterns,  arranged  accor- 
ding to  the  seasons.  By  post,  Roan 
15s.  3d. ; Russia,  25s.  3d.  each.  With 
one  of  each  fly  sown  in,  10s.  extra. 


THE  “PERFECT”  CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9ft.  to  1 1ft.  The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby 
dispensing  with  the  wood  that  is  usually  left  for  the  grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  Is  the 
same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip,  consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  rods  of 
the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  rod  being  continued  from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  have  every 
improvement,  Straight  Metal  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  Cork  Grips,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart.  Price  £1  103.  each  ; 
superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod).  10ft.  to  10ft.  6in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry  Fly  Fishing 
2£in.  London  Made  Bronzed  Winch,  to  suit  balance  of  red,  14s. ; 30  yards  Solid  Plait  Waterproof  Taper  Line,  7s.  6d. 


HEAVY  WATCHET  MINNOWS. 

Gold  or  Silver.  Kept  in  Stock. 

From  2a.  each,  according  to  size. 


WADING  NET.  PENRELL  HACKLE  STREAM 

Very  light,  about  6oz.  2ft.  Gin.  long.  TROUT  FLIES  KEPT  in  STOCK. 


THE  “FRANCIS  FRANCIS ” ROD. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  useful  rods  for  lake,  white  trout,  or  peal  fishing.  It  is  made  of  selected,  well-seasoned, 
Greenheart.  Snake  rings  and  straighc  ferrules.  Three  pieces,  14ft.  long,  two  tops,  and  top  case  to  hold  tops,  price 
£2  10s.  3in.  Bronzed  Reel  to  suit  balance  of  rod,  £1  7s.  6d. ; 60  yards  solid  Waterproof  Line  for  ditto,  15s. 

THE  ABOVE  ARE  A FEW  OF  OUR  SPECIALITIES.  CATALOGUE  FOR  1894,  CONTAINING  UPWARDS  OF  150  ILLUSTRATIONS,  GRATIS. 

C.  FARLOW  & CO.,  Ltd.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  anc 
comfortable.  Thornproof 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  most  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


HENRY  MILWARD  & SONS,  Limited, 

bedditch. 

London : 8,  GRESHAM  STREET,  E.C. 

("Wholesale  only.) 


TRADE 


MARK. 


THE  -IKON  ABM," 


1427m  —THE  “ANGLER’S”  SPINNER  (Patent  3803). 

lhe  strongest,  simplest,  and  most  effective  ever  invented. 

The  illustrations  given  below  show  it  unmounted  and  mounted. 


vcrjymo 


Prices: 

Coats.  42,'-,  &c. ; K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. 
Gaiters,  10/6. 


Write  for  “ Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 

Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

30,  Haymarket, 

')  LONDON. 


"C3)7/0 


MADE  IN  TROUT,  SALMON,  and  PIKE  SIZES. 


Wm.  BARTLEET  & SONS, 

-A-E/BZE^Sir  MILLS  KIEID/DITCH- 

Manufacturers  of 

TESTED”  FISH  HOOKS  & FISHING  TACKLE. 

PATENT  “ SERPENTAIIIC  ” EAIT. 


Back  View,  Curved. 


r*4D  E 


ljm.  to  ijin.  In  Nickle  or  Gilt.  ^YAlso  painted  in  the  most  killing  colours. 

Patent  Richmond  Spinner  (Geen’s  Patent).  Patent  “ Archer  ” Reel.  “ Archer  ” 

p3en^TwiedPr0  FSlla  iinlS-  “ Archer  ” Gut  Casts  and  Hooks  ^ Gut. 
Pennell  s Turn-down  Eyed  Hooks.  Malloson  celebrated  Split  Cane  Rods. 


t W UJ 


3 

The  ARCHER”  SPINNER  (Haynes’ Patent). 

. . Tho  SPinncr  of  the  day.  Made  in  five  sizos. 

>.  >S.  :xco  the  Sole  Proprietors*. 

W,  K-  * ,W  «00‘,H  cat‘  *»  obtained  Retail  through  any  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer. 

London  House:  53,  GRES  HAM  STREET,  E.C. 


The  “H.M.  Brand  of  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  are  the  Finest  HAND-MADE  ROT)*? 
that  can  be  had.  With  or  without  steel  centres. 

MACHINE-MADE  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  in  every  variety,  mounted  in  the  most 
approved  manner.  Built  for  every  class  of  fishing. 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  and  MANUFACTURERS  of  the  “ INIMITABLE  ” EITirq 
and  INSECTS  (Patent),  and  of  the  “ INDESTRUCTIBLE  ” PHANTOM  MINNOW 

“XYLONITE”  REELS  (Patent). 

NEW  RUST-PROOFED  HARDENED  4 TEMPERED  STEEL  ROD  RINDS  IN  NEW  SHAPES 

NEW  CONSIGNMENTS  OF  SILKWORM  CUT 
DRAWN  GLUT  A.  SPECIALITY 
CATALOGUES  ON  APPLICATION  (TRADE  ONLY). 

FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21/.  Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


(j^fORlGINALLY  E STAB  LI  SHE  D~l  N TEnKy 


See  my  announcement,  page  in.,  “WHITAKER";  page  xxxii., 
“ IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK  page  ii.,  “ A.B.o’. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,”  Ac. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Southend-on-Sea,  Claeton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldebur«-h 
an(i.  Hun8'anton.  TOURIST  FORTNIGHTLY  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
llOKETS  are  issued  by  all  trains  from  LONDON  (Liverpool-street) ; also  from  G.E.  Suburban 
Stations  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.)  at  same  faros  as  from  Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap 
Tickets  aro  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth 
.Lowestoft,  ana  Cromer. 

mOnhSAlURDAY,  August  4,  Additional  Fast  Trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Yar- 

mr,Tnr,m  ™ CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  Ac. 

PMi,n„irVrEND’r^'SEA  a,ni.  BACK,’  ln-  Cd’  Daily  from  Liverpool-street,  Fencburch-street, 
Bethnal-green,  Coborn-road  Stratford,  Forest-gate,  Ac. ; and  from  all  stations  on  the  Tottenham 
anil  Hampstead  Enfield,  Walthamstow.  Loughton,  Woolwich,  Blackwall,  aLd  North  London 
Lines.  On  Bank  Holiday  through  Fast  Trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  as  required,  com- 
mencing at  C.O  a. in.,  and  from  Fenchurch-strcet  at  8.1.1,  8.47,  9.20  and  9.47  a. in. 

I IIROUGII  I IOKE1S  to  SOUTHEND  at  Excursion  Faros  aro  issued  from  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  Railway,  viil  Risliopsgato  and  Liverpool-streot. 

9 •i'LTON,  .and  HARWICH,  and  BACK,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street,  on  Sundays,  at 

9.10,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.20  a.m.,  calling  at  Stratford  only. 

Y ARMOUI II  and  BACK,  Cs.  On  Bank  Holiday,  from  Liverpool-streot,  at  0.30  a.m.,  and  from 
St,  I ancras  (Midland)  and  Konlisli  Town  at  0.40  a.m. 

BA.OK,  6s.  On  Bank  Holiday,  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  6.40  a.m. 
and  KenUsh  Town  at  ».  S ” U°11<lay  fr0m  Liverpool-street  at  8.60,  and  St.  Pane 


BROX.BOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  0d.  Dally,  from  Llverpool-stroet,  also  from  New  Cross; 

leras  and  Kentish  Town.  On  Rank  Holiday  Special  Trains  will 


and  on  Week  Days  only  from  St.  Pane 
run,  as  required,  from  Liverpool-street, 

MiroMPIm^k^nEw1,  V,lilY  f,'T  Liverpool-streot,  King’s  Cross  (Mot.),  Gospel  Oak,  Fencliureli 
Hlicet,  Blackwall,  Woolwich,  New  dross,  Ac.  On  Bank  Holiday  a Special  Service  or  Trains  will  rim 
<:l,i"K|'onl'<loNPol  oak  and  Ohlngford,  Feiielmreh  street  and  Ohlng 
lord,  Liverpool-street  and  Fenchureh  streot  and  Loughton 
1'  or  lull  partloularn  noo  BIIIb. 

London,  July,  181>4.  WM.  U1UT,  Ucnoral  Manager, 
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THE  HIGHLANDS. 
AUGUST  AND  AUTUMN  ANGLING. 
By  W.  Mukdocii. 


August,  sultry,  sunny  August,  which  robes  the 
lulls  and  moors  in  purple,  is  with  us  once  again, 
and  while  as  yet  its  early  days  are  fleeting  past, 
the  Sassenach’s  annual  raid  into  the  wilds  of 
Caledon  goes  on  a broadening,  fast-increasing 
stream.  They  come,  and  still  they  come,  from  all 
parts  south  of  the  Border — vast  hordes  from  the 
large  cities,  vaster  hordes  from  the  “ modern 
Babylon,”  where,  exhausted  and  oppressed  with 
the  heat,  everyone  is  said  to  be  “near  jumping  out 
of  his  skin  and  into  the  Thames  ! ” They  pant 
for  recuperation,  health,  life;  and  eagerly  they 
press  forward  in  the  search.  They  explore  every 
“ nook,  corner,  and  cranny  ” from  Maiden  Kirk  to 
John  o’Groats,  and  for  a time  there  is  a virtual 
invasion  of  the  land.  Unlike  the  hardy  North 
Briton,  inured  to  the  cold,  who  is  now  sweltering 
and  inert,  they  are  all  activity,  for,  with  the 


longer  is  • there  the  rich  full  freshness  of  blade 
and  leaf,  with  the  fullest  richest  profusion  of  wild 
flowers  lending  to  the  air  their  delicious  fragrance. 
No  longer  has  the  day  scarcely  retired  to  rest 
than  he  re-awakens  to  run  again  his  course ; and 
no  longer  steadily  freshened  by  the  summer  rains 
the  streams  of  these  northern  climes,  the  clear 
and  the  brown,  the  mountain  torrent,  the  silent 
gliding  water,  or  the  birch-margined  hurrying 
river,  one  and  all  that  contain  the  beauteous  spor- 
tive Salmonidce  are  having,  or  beginning  to  have 
in  greatest  strength  and  fresh  from  the  sea,  their 
summer  run  of  these  gamesome  fishes  in  all  their 
shining  silvery  splendour.  No;  the  year  is  on 
the  wane,  the  fish  are  sulky,  their  season  is  past 
and  angling — not  the  fashion  of  angling,  but  sport 
by  angling  is  declining. 

Broadly  speaking,  August — save  just  in  a few 
localities — is  a bad  angling  month  in  Scotland — 
for  general  fishing,  positively  the  worst  I should 
say  of  the  whole  season.  And  yet,  most  strange, 
it  is  during  this  month  that  the  angling  host 
trooping  out  of  merry  old  England  is  greatest  of 


may  be  in  kind,  but  still  their  best  fishing  of  the 
year. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  “ twelfth,”  when 
Nimrod’s  guns  go  bang,  lots  of  rods  forsake  the 
rivers,  streams,  and  lochs,  but  the  usually  superb 
weather  of  the  early  autumn  and  the  attractions 
of  the  heather  in  purple  glow,  combine  to  draw 
towards  the  land  of  blue  mountains,  pine  forests, 
undulating  moors,  darksome  glens,  sable  ravines, 
green  glades,  sunny  hillsides,  purling  brooks, 
sparkling  streams,  rushing  rivers,  resounding 
waterfalls,  birch-fringed  lakes,  rippling  moor- 
land tarns,  and  peaceful  placid  sunny  seas  the 
crowds  of  health  and  holiday  seekers  who  never 
in  greater  numbers  come  wioh  the  rod,  the  reel, 
the  basket,  the  bag,  ay,  and  the  landing  net  and 
the  gaff,  to  play  dire  havoc  amongst  the  un- 
suspecting inhabitants  of  the  salt,  the  estuarial, 
and  the  fresh  water.  So  equipped  they  come  for 
a terri  ble  onslaught  on  the  poor  fishes,  now,  per- 
chance, panting  and  palpitating  by  reason  of  the 
heat — lying  half  dead,  sickly,  helpless,  without  a 
grain  of  spirit  left  in  them — on  the  bottom  of 


change  of  venue,  be  it  in  lone  glen  or  on 
mountain  side,  on  moorland  bleak  or  barren  fell, 
on  rippling  lake  or  by  rushing  river,  in  the  green 
glade,  in  the  odorous  pine  forest,  on  the  birchen 
slopes  ’mong  the  bracken,  or  yet,  perchance,  by 
sunlit  blue-green  northern  seas  or  the  waves  of 
the  ceaseless  sounding  Atlantic,  do  they  not 
breathe  a freer,  purer,  keener  air,  which  makes 
with  exercise  and  change  of  scene  and  “ ways  ” 
the  middle  aged  have  the  lightsome  mind  feelings 
of  youth,  and  the  grey  old  sire  to  experience  a 
grateful  rejuvenation!  Yes;  it  is  even  so  to 
nearly  all  such,  and  it  is  well  for  the  credit  of 
Scotland  that  it  is  so. 

July,  glorious  for  “Scotch  mist”  and  mist 
effects,  with  ceaseless  change,  athwart  hillsides 
and  on  lofty  Bens  has  passed,  and  now  is  August 
with  us.  The  evenings  shorten,  the  long-light 
evenings  slowly  yet  steadily  shorten,  day  yield- 
ing back,  not  giving  cheerfully,  but  grudgingly, 
what  he  had  borrowed  from  the  night.  The 
heather  is  purpling,  and  the  beautiful  varied 
colours  of  the  autumn  will  begin  anon;  but  no 


all.  Why,  in  the  case  of  a great  many  Waltonians, 
this  is  so  is  quite  a marvel  to  me.  Other  and 
better  months  could  be  taken  advantage  of  with- 
out any,  or  at  least  much,  inconvenience.  To 
all,  save  a limited  number  of  anglers,  this  is  the 
dead  time  of  the  season  for  angling  north  of  the  | 
Border.  It  may  not  be  so  for  plying  the  rod,  but 
it  most  emphatically  is  for  sport,  gauging  sport 
by  success.  Wherefore,  then,  this  run  upon  the 
waters — this  swarming  of  anglers  all  over  the 
land  H To  what  is  it  due.  Is  it  partly  to  escape 
the  intense  heat  of  the  sunny  south,  and  partly 
to  a craving  for  “ doing  the  Scottish  Highlands  ” 
in  the  fashionable  time  ? Yea,  most  likely. 
Notwithstanding  the  vast  array  of  anglers  exer- 
cising their  cunning  in  all  directions,  the  real  best 
angling  is  obtained  by  fewer  of  them  and  on 
fewer  waters  in  August  or  the  first  half  of  Sep- 
tember than  during  any  other  like  period  of  the 
whole  season  after  the  earliest  of  the  salmon  fish- 
ing in  spring  is  over,  when  as  during  this  later 
period  but  a very  trilling  number  of  waters  aie 
actually  giving  their  best  fishing,  dissimilar  it 


this  or  that  half  dry  stream,  or  drought-stricken, 
sun-smitten  moorland  tarn  ! But  what  avails  it 
all — all  this  paraphernalia  of  equipment  P They 
have  missed  their  chance — the  water  is  out  of 
gear,  the  fish  out  of  humour.  And  yet  watch 
them.  See  how  with  energy  renewed  by  the 
sights  and  sounds  around  them,  unwearied  they 
ply  the  rod  with  hopefulness  and  skill.  Away  in 
the  wilds,  Nature  chases  gloom  into  nothingness 
with  playful  persistency  and  happy  light. 

Of  all  holiday  seekers  the  angler  is  the  most 
creditable.  There  are  many  pleasures  that  spoil 
holidays — many  joys  that  degrade.  There  are 
city  men  whose  occupations,  chiefly  mental, 
point  clamantly,  when  early  autumn  comes,  to  the 
need  for  physical  exercise.  There  are  city  men 
whose  occupations  are  vice  versa,  and  to  them 
early  autumn  brings  a different  message.  Fre- 
quently both  these  classes  of  city  prisoners  defeat 
the  purpose  of  a true  holiday,  by  abnormal  ease 
on  the  one  hand,  and  by  undue  exertion  on  the 
other.  Here  steps  in  lzaak  Walton.  Are  you 
mentally  harassed  and  brain  weary  ? With  a 
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pleasant  breeze  fanning  your  tomploH,  an  unpoi- 
sonod  atmosphere  expelling  imparities,  and  an 
entrancing  pursuit  rousing  to  healthy  activity 
your  lethargio  faculties,  there  comos  back  the 
vivacity  and.  elasticity  of  tomporarnont  of  a long 
past.  Are  you  physically  done  up  P Izaak  is 
near.  Hire  is  rest  withou;  sloth,  occupation 
without  fatiguo,  tonic  without  taste. 

The  lisli  is  wary;  ho  loves  life  as  humanity; 
his  appetito  is  keen,  but  his  tastos  (at  this  season 
at  least)  aro  fastidious  ; ho  is  eccentric  in  his 
choice  of  a habitation.  Thus  must  the  angler 
moot  cunning  with  cunning  ; his  intelligence  and 
ingenuity  aro  given  full  play.  There  are  insects 
and  insects,  and  ho  sorrowfully  discovers  that  his 
Hies  are  not  in  it.  Ho  must  find  out  then  what 
bait  will  prove  fatally  tempting,  and  this  involves 
interesting  research.  There  are  pool  i and  “ pots,” 
and  “shoals”  and  sandbanks,  and  so  rivers, 
burns,  and  lochs  are  examined  with  the  earnest- 
ness of  a land  surveyor.  Moreover,  during  the 
process  of  education,  the  young  angler  is  seeing 
manifold  beauties  that  are  hidden  from  the 
ordinary  traveller. 

Many  are  the  fascinations  of  fishing.  He 
speedily  finds  them  who  can  look  and  learn. 

I am  quite  convinced  that  not  one-tenth  of  the 
mighty  array  of  anglers  who  come  north  at 
this  season  to  fish  in  Scotland  are  real  anglers 
with  a true  instinct  for  the  sport,  who  will  fish 
and  can  fish  as  anglers  should,  and  to  whom 
fishing,  with  the  enjoyment  and  the  minute 
observation  of  nature,  both  still  and  animate,  the 
while  they  are  fishing,  proves  the  foremost  and 
principal  pleasure  and  end  of  their  holiday. 
Fishing  rods,  gear,  and  gibbles,  so  much  in  the 
foreground,  ostensibly  for  use,  but  really  for 
show,  are  as  much  in  the  background  for  utility. 
With  most  it  is  not  a case  of  desiring  above 
everything  to  fish  when  the  fishing  is  best,  and 
fish  in  the  best  condition  are  most  readily  caught. 
More  than  three-fourths  of  the  anglers  of 
moderate  means  who  can  get  away  to  Scotland  to 
fish  pretty  much  when  they  wish,  either  do  not 
trouble  themselves  to  get  the  facts  about  the 
fishings  and  the  best  seasons  for  them,  or  else, 
with  a perversity  which  is  “ rough  ” on  the 
experienced  angler  whose  advice  has  been  given 
them,  bustle  away  north  in  the  fashionable  season 
— the  time  of  crowrded  waters,  crowded  hotels, 
crowded  steamboats,  crowded  coaches  — when 
there  is  little  to  catch,  or  rather  to  be  caught,  and 
but  little  comfort,  thus  plainly  showing,  not  with- 
standing their  ostentatious  display  of  dandy, 
shining,  split-cane  rods,  and  all  the  tackle- 
maker’s  highest  art,  that  they  are  not  true,  eager, 
and  observant  anglers  “ keen  on  angling  bent.” 

So  far  advanced  now  is  the  year  that  the  mid- 
season angling,  or  angling  for  summer  salmon,  is 
fast  going  past  on  more  than  three-fourths  of 
the  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland.  By  this  date  it  is 
usually  on  its  last  legs  anyhow,  but  this  year  it 
still  keeps  up  wonderfully  well  on  some  waters, 
as  a consequence  of  having  been  somewhat  later 
than  usual  in  beginning.  The  true  dead  season 
for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  fishing  over  the 
great  range  of  well  inland  Scotch  waters,  having 
regard  to  the  fish  being  prime  and  fresh  up,  is 
between  the  present  date  and  the  middle  of 
September,  and  hardly  on  this  point  can  there  be 
two  opinions.  In  August  the  water  usually  gets 
too  stale  for  the  fish  of  the  summer  migration, 
still  in  the  sea,  pushing  freely  inland  and  taking 
well.  Then,  besides,  the  autumn  fish  will  not  for 
near  six  weeks  to  come  have  begun  to  run  with 
facility  or  afford  anything  like  decent  sport  in 
the  waters  they  affect.  In  short,  no  rivers  in  the 
Highlands  are  now  in  right  season  for  a strong 
run  of  fresh-come-forward  salmon.  However,  in 
partial  season  are  the  later  rivers,  broadly  speak- 
ing, of  the  north  coast,  north-west  coast,  west 
coast,  the  Isles,  the  Caithness  coast,  together 
with  the  Ness  and  the  Spey.  These  all  have 
their  grilse  season  still  in  full  swing — naturally 
at  least,  whether  the  fish  ascend  freely  and  the 
sport  be  good  or  not.  The  rivers  within  the 
districts  named  are  the  only  Scotch  rivers  that 
fish  either  well  or  their  best  annually  by  the  rod, 
during  August  and  the  first  half  of  September 
for  grilse — and  in  some  instances  sea  trout.  All 
this  month  there  will  bo  no  rod  fishing  of  great 
account  forsalmon  on  rivers — for  salmon, that  is  to 
say,  that  aro  quite  fresh  run;  but  along  the  range 
of  fisheries  above  indicated  every  river  of  any  note 
and  magnitude,  when  running  in  good  volume. 


may  perhaps,  nay  likely  will,  yield  a few  bright, 
fresh-run  fish  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  sport  with 
the  browned  and  partially  browned  rascals  which 
now,  henceforth,  and  until  the  season  runs  out,  will 
make  up  about  their  absolutely  unvaried  yield. 
No  north  coast,  no  north-west  coast,  no  west  coast, 
no  island  rivers  have  in  the  autumn  a run  of 
such  large,  bright,  sound  fish  as  takes  place  in  the 
rivers  of  the  Solway,  Ayrshire,  the  south-west 
coast,  and,  without  exception,  all  those  of  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland  of  any  magnitude,  from 
Tweed  to  Spey  and  ayont. 

Not  one  of  the  rivers  having  this  splendid  and 
sustained  run  of  autumn  salmon  fish  really  well 
until  after  the  netting  ends.  The  Tay  fishes 
soonest  or  earliest,  and,  with  weather  and  water 
right  for  inducing  a run,  very  good  sport  indeed 
may  be  had  on  it  low  down,  right  on  from  the  first 
day  after  the  netting  stops — and  soon  after  on 
all  the  good  reaches — till  the  finish  up  of  the  rod 
season.  Next  in  point  of  earliness  for  a run  of 
autumn  salmon  are  the  Spey  and  North  Esk. 
With  their  water  in  good  ply  both  these  rivers 
fish  well  in  their  lower  lengths,  not  perhaps 
the  first,  but  the  second  or  third  day  after 
the  nets  go  off.  But  taking  the  run  of 
the  seasons  as  also  of  the  rivers,  anglers  would  do 
well  not  to  count  on  the  autumn  salmon  angling 
beginning  in  real  earnest  until  about  the  middle 
of  September,  when  usually  splashes  of  rain  come 
on,  and  the  weather  gets  cooler  in  the  districts  of 
most  of  the  rivers  that  have  the  only  run,  real 
run,  and  run  worthy  of  the  name,  of  autumn 
salmon  in  Scotland  during  the  months  of 
September  and  October. 

Taking  count  of  the  fact  that  we  are  now  into 
the  worst  of  the  season  for  river  fishing  for 
summer-run  fish  over  the  greater  area  of  the 
Highlands,  not  merely  because  of  the  seasonable 
time  being  past,  but  because  of  drier  and  hotter 
weather  setting  in,  attended  by  a low  and  clear 
state  of  water,  my  advice  to  anglers  is  to  be  pre- 
pared to  fish  “ fine  and  light.”  Fish  take  most 
freely  when  they  get  ascended  at  the  time  they 
first  want,  and  when  “ new  or  fresh  up.”  The 
delayed  July  fish  that  ascend  in  August  are  not 
such  free  takers  as  their  brethren  that  ascend  in 
the  proper  season ; albeit,  weather  and  water  con- 
ditions, to  appearance,  may  be  every  bit  as 
favourable  to  the  angler. 

In  summer  and  autumn  the  longer  the  fish  are 
up  in  the  “ fresh  ” the  more  their  taste  for  sport- 
ing and  feeding  is  found  to  fall  off ; and  the  hotter 
and  brighter  the  weather  is,  and  the  clearer  and 
lower  the  water  gets  the  sooner  they  become 
brown,  and  the  more  thoroughly  in  luring  them 
successfully  is  the  angler’s  skill  tested,  80  with 
finer  and  still  finer  tackle,  and  smaller  and  still 
smaller  flies  he  fishes,  adopting  these,  together 
with  increased  neatness  of  working  the  lure, 
smartly  or  slowly,  indeed  in  every  way  he  conceives 
is  likely  to  lessen  the  effects  of  steadily  intensifying 
untoward  circumstances  and  conditions. 


“OUR  HOLIDAY  AND  SUMMER 
NUMBER.” 

How  good  it  sounds  ! Ye  crowded  streets,  fare- 
well! 

Ye  piles  of  brick  and  mortar,  hence,  away  ! 

Ye  stuffy  offices  and  musty  books 
Avaunt ! Behold,  it  is  our  holiday ! 

Our  work  is  laid  aside;  we’ve  bravely  borne 
The  burden  of  our  toil,  and  now  for  play. 

Too  long  dull  care  has  been  our  daily  lot, 

But  now,  Behold  it  is  our  holiday  ! 

We’ll  wander  through  the  river-bordered  fields, 
Whence  late  they  carried  forth  the  new-mown 
hay, 

We’ll  breathe  again  the  perfume-laden  air 
Of  heaven,  Behold  it  is  our  holiday  ! 

No  longer  will  the  barrel  organ’s  din 

Assail  our  ears  ; the  reed-bird’s  simple  lay, 

The  hum  of  insects,  and  the  babbling  brook  ■ 
Shall  be  the  music  of  our  holiday  ! 

The  early  dawn  will  see  us  at  our  sport, 

And  when  the  moonbeams  on  the  water  play, 
Still  loth  to  leave,  we’ll  linger  by  the  stream, 
Enjoying  to  the  full  our  holiday  ! 

And  whon  to  weary  work  wo  shall  return, 

Bo  ev’ry  brother  angler’s  lot  to  say  : — 

“ Good  sport  I’vo  had  before,  but  nothing  like 
The  sport  1 had  this  summer’s  holiday  ! ” 

0.  G.  U. 


It  was  a beautiful  morning  in  July  when  we  all 
assembled  at  headquarters  preparatory  to  start, - 
ing  on  our  annual  trip  to  one  ot  the  many  famous 
broads  of  which  Norfolk  may  be  justly  proud. 

A more  jovial  set  of  fellows  never  stepped  into 
a waggonette  or  handled  a rod  than  the  little 
party  of  which  I am  speaking.  Two  conveyances 
were  chartered  for  our  convenience,  one  to  hold 
the  jolly  anglers  thertnselves,  and  the  other  the 
ground  bait,  baskets  of  provisions,  rods,  and 
various  other  “ paraphernalia  ” that  go  to  make 
up  the  equipment  of  real  Waltonians. 

The  shrill  notes  from  a bugle  was  the  recog- 
nised signal  for  taking  our  seats.  The  secret  try 
of  the  club  then  called  the  roll,  and,  finding  the 
number  complete,  passed  the  “ right  away  ” word 
to  the  drivers,  and  off  we  started  in  high  glee. 

Within  the  space  of  half  an  hour  we  were 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  city  boundary,  with 
its  clanging  bells  and  hurrying  workpeople,  and 
in  the  open  country,  with  its  beauties  and  pure 
and  wholesome  air.  A banjo,  a piccolo,  and  ta 
concertina  constituted  our  band,  and  to  do  these 
instrumentalists  justice  I must  say  that  they 
greatly  contributed  to  the  harmony  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  trip. 

Passing  through  one  of  the  many  villages  on 
our  route  we  encountered  a cowboy  engaged  in 
driving  a small  herd  to  some  neighbouring 
homestead,  and  didn’t  he  stare,  as  he  listened  to 
the  sweet  strains  of  “ Maritana,”  perhaps  for  the 
first  time  in  his  life. 

The  social  pipe  and  merry  song  served  to  while 
away  the  time  (which  certainly  did  not  hang 
heavy  on  our  hands)  until  we  reached  a road- 
side inn  called  the  Crown,  where  we  indulged 
ourselves  with  a substantial  bi’eakfast,  and  after- 
wards proceeded  on  our  way. 

Having  in  due  time  arrived  at  our  destination, 
a general  stampede  was  made  for  the  baggage- 
waggon,  which  had  trundled  in  our  rear.  This 
was  soon  dismantled,  and  preparations  were  at 
once  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  boats,  which 
had  previously  been  engaged.  Many  a friendly 
joke  was  cracked  whilst  we  were  getting  into 
position  to  start,  and  when  all  pronounced  them- 
selves ready  the  little  fleet  was  unmoored,  and 
we  made  our  way  up  the  river  in  the  direction  of 
the  broad. 

Twenty  minutes  rowing  sufficed  to  reach  the 
glorious  expanse  of  water  where  the  execution 
amongst  the  finny  tribe  was  to  take  place.  We 
found  upon  our  arrival  at  this  sequestered  spot 
that  the  referee  had  performed  his  duty  in  proper 
style,  which  consisted  in  placing  good  serviceable 
poles  at  regular  intervals,  to  which  were  affixed 
a given  number  corresponding  to  that  of  every 
boat.  Expectation  ran  high  as  to  what  the 
result  of  the  four  hours’  fishing  would  be,  and  in 
a fit  of  hilarity  the  funny  man  of  the  party,  who 
occupied  the  centre  boat,  was  sure  we  should 
catch  plenty  of  “ cod  ” if  we  didn’t  catch  any- 
thing else. 

At  last  the  shrill  blast  of  the  expectant  bugle 
sounded,  and  we  commenced.  If  any  of  my 
readers  has  ever  attended  a fishing  match  (and 
doubtless  many  of  you  have),  you  can  well 
imagine  the  excitement  that  followed.  The  faces 
of  many  were  a perfect  study,  so  intent  were  they 
upon  the  manipulation  of  their  rod,  and  the  pecu- 
liar grimaces  when  the  quill  did  bob  would  have 
afforded  the  lightning  cartoonist  of  a “comic 
journal”  ample  material  to  work  upon. 

Like  the  majority  of  good  things  connected 
with  this  planet,  it  was  soon  all  over,  for  when 
the  umpire  called  “Time”  every  man  Jack  of 
us  had  to  haul  in  and  pack  up  our  belongings 
(including  the  fish,  if  we  had  any),  and  heave  a 
temporary  sigh,  like  Alexander — not  because 
there  were  no  mox-e  worlds  to  conquer,  but 
because  the  inexorable  referee  would  not  allow  of 
any  more  sport  being  indulged  in. 

Ultimately  the  eatchos  were  brought  to  bank, 
weighed,  and  the  winners’  names  recorded.  Then 
came  the  dinner,  which  had  been  provided  by 
mine  host  at  the  little  hostelry  whero  wo  stayed 
at.  The  return  homo  was  conducted  on  similar 
lines  to  our  outward-bound  journey.  Those  events 
which  1 have  just  enumerated  occurred  last 
summer,  and  I am  anxiously  awaiting  the  develop- 
ment of  the  summer  of  1891,  when,  like  thousands 
ot  my  Waltonian  brethren,  1 intend  to  revisit  this 
famous  Norfolk  Broad.  11.  Atkinson. 
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THE  BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB  LIMITED, 

Near  BONNDORF,  BADEN.  * 

Incorporated  under  the  Companies’  Acts  1862  to  1890,  whereby  the  liability  of  Members  is  limited  to  the  amount  of  their  holding. 

OAI»XTA.Xj £10,000. 

In  200  Shares  of  £ 50  each  Payable  £5  on  Application;  £10  on  Allotment;  and  the  balance  on  the  14th  August , 1804. 


BOARD  OP  DIRECTION. 

GEORGE  KNOWLES,  Esq.,  Syrencot,  Wilts.  I FRANK  LAWSON,  Esq.,  No.  31,  Hill-street,  Berkeley-square,  W. 

HARRY  WILMOT  LEE,  Esq.,  No.  1,  The  Sanctuary,  Westminster,  S.W.  | Sir  ROSE  PRICE,  Bart.,  Bad  Boll,  Germany. 

JOHN  ‘WILLIAM  DALE,  Esq.,  No.  16,  Whitehall-place,  S.W. 


SOLICITOR. 

F.  DOUGLAS-NORMAN,  Esq.,  No.  4,  New  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C. 


BANKERS. 

Messrs.  C.  HOARE  & CO.,  No.  37,  Fleet-street,  London,  E.C. 


HON.  SECRETARY  IN  GERMANY. 

Colonel  H.  B.  ROBERTS,  Freiburg,  Germany. 


HON.  SECRETARY  and  OFFICES  (pro  tem.). 

HARRY  WILMOT  LEE,  Esq.,  No.  4,  New  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C. 


IPIROSIP 

This  Company  is  formed  to  acquire  a lease  from  the  Government  of 
Baden  of  the  right  of  fishing  the  River  Wutach,  in  the  Black  Forest, 
for  40  miles  from  about  five  miles  above  Boll  to  its  junction  with  the 
Rhine ; and  further,  to  purchase  as  a going  concern  and  carry  on  as  a 
first-class  Hotel  and  Club-house  the  picturesquely-situated  Bad  Boll  Hotel, 
together  with  20  Acres  of  Freehold  Land,  a Mineral  Water  Spring,  and  all 
the  live  and  other  Stock  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  Estate. 

The  Wutach  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  finest  trout  and  grayling 
streams  in  Europe.  It  is  about  25  yards  wide,  with  rock  and  gravel 
bottom,  and  runs  through  the  Bad  Boll  Estate.  It  contains  an  unusual 
quantity  of  fish  food,  and  is  capable  of  holding  a very  large  stock  of  fish. 

The  Estate,  consisting  of  about  20  acres  of  freehold  land,  is  admirably 
situated  2000  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  a handsome  and  commodious 
Hotel  and  annexe,  containing  64  rooms,  with  70  beds  (besides  servants’ 
accommodation),  Reception  and  other  rooms,  a Dining-room  to  seat  over 
100  persons,  and  an  excellent  Bath-house,  with  all  appliances  for  pine, 
medical,  electric,  hot-air,  and  other  baths,  has  been  built  thereon. 

Attached  to  the  Hotel  are  a Bowling-alley,  good  Stables  and  Cow- 
sheds, a complete  Fish  Breeding  Establishment,  an  Establishment  for 
Bottling  the  Natural  Mineral  Water  (which  is  extremely  pleasant  drinking) 
procured  from  a Spring  on  the  Estate,  and  a Machine,  worked  by  a Turbine, 
for  making  wood  shavings  for  packing,  to  keep  the  hands  employed  during 
the  off  season. 

The  hotel  is  lighted  throughout  by  electric  light  (the  electricity  being 
generated  by  water  power),  and  the  drainage  is  modern  and  good. 

Bad  Boll,  situated  as  it  is  at  an  altitude  of  2000  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  and  surrounded  by  Pine  Woods,  is  justly  esteemed  as  a health  resort. 
The  journey  from  Neustadt,  on  the  Hollenthal  Railway,  at  present  involves 
a drive  of  about  two  hours’  duration.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the 
German  Government  contemplate  opening  a railway  station  in  the  imme- 
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diate  vicinity.  Bad  Boll  can  now  be  reached  in  a little  over  twenty-five 
hours  from  London  at  a small  cost,  and  the  charges  at  the  hotel  will  be 
characterised  by  moderation. 

In  the  past  the  hotel  has  been  carried  on  at  a profit,  although  the 
season  has  been  limited  to  about  six  weeks  only,  and  the  Hotel  and  its 
advantages  have  been  little  known.  With  the  support  of  a number  of 
anglers,  the  season  should  be  extended  to  six  months,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  an  increased  profit  will  be  earned. 

Each  Subscriber  for  Shares,  by  virtue  of  his  holding,  will  be  entitled 
to  the  free  right  of  fishing,  subject  to  Bye-laws  which  will  be  formulated 
for  the  proper  and  efficient  working  of  the  Club. 

The  price  fixed  for  the  twenty  acres  of  freehold  land  and  mineral 
water  spring,  the  hotel  and  annexe,  the  lease  of  the  fishing  rights  over 
forty  miles  of  the  Wutach,  at  an  annual  rental  of  £103  until  1897,  with 
right  of  renewal  for  a further  period  of  twelve  years  at  an  annual  rental 
from  January  31,  1897,  of  £175,  the  electric  light  and  other  machinery, 
fixtures,  furniture,  stock  live  and  dead,  plant,  carriages  and  other  vehicles, 
and  goodwill,  is  £8000,  payable  as  to  £4000  in  cash  on  the  completion  of 
the  purchase,  and  the  balance  to  remain  on  mortgage  at  £4  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  not  to  be  called  in,  except  at  the  option  of  the  Company,  before 
the  1st  July,  1896.  No  promotion  money  has  been  or  will  be  paid. 

The  contract  for  purchase  has  not  yet  been  executed,  but  in  the  event  of 
the  same  not  being  signed  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November,  1894,  all 
money  subscribed  for  Shares  will  be  returned  in  full. 

Copies  of  the  Memorandum  and  Articles  of  Association,  and  a draft 
of  the  contract  for  purchase,  may  be  inspected  at  the  office  of  the  Company’s 
Solicitor.  The  draft  contract  is  subject  to  alteration. 

Applications  for  Shares  must  be  made  on  the  forms  accompanying  the 
prospectus. 

Dated  July  26th,  1894. 
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An  “ Islool  lioauty,”  on  which  tho  people  aro 
happy  and  prosperous;  on  which  pawnHhopH 
cannot  thrive,  as  the  law  will  not  protect  tho 
usurer  beyond  nix  per  cent. ; on  which  a work- 
house does  not  exist;  whore  a singlo  prison 
suJlices  lor  a largo  population  ; and  where  soldiers 
and  policemen  are  not  numerous  enough  to  fill  a 
moderately-sized  back-yard,  is 
worthy  of  note.  iSucii  is  tho  ■' 

nretty  little  western  country  — i 

known  as  the  Isle  of  Man.  1 
remember  the  island  in  its 
salad  days,  when  there  was  1 

no  pier  stretching  forth  near  C 

Douglas  Head,  tho  passengers  ^ 

on  steamboats  having  to  bo  $ 
lauded  in  small  boats — no  great 
luxury  in  rough  weather.  At 
each  successive  visit  I have 
discerned  a growth  of  comfort 
and  luxury  which  smacks  of 
magic — the  magicof  enterprise. 

From  a state  of  semi-solitude 
which  fostered  a prevalent 
belief  in  fairies  and  ghouls — 
quaint  regiments  of  veritable 
f’ucks  who  found  delight  in 
wrecking  boats  and  bathing 
machines,  and  even  waggonettes 
that  ventured  out  on  Sundays 
— the  island  has,  within  forty 
jears,  developed  into  a land 
tolerably  free  from  bigotry  and 
squeamishness — a land,  figura- 
tively speaking,  flowing  with 
oil  and  milk  and  honey.  The 
Manxmanis  still  sedate,  thrifty, 
sober,  thoughtful,  and  religious ; 
but  he  has  cast  aside  the  narrow- 
mindedness and  superstition 
which,  in  my  youthful  days, 
characterised  him.  While  he  still  so  far  reverences 
the  Sabbath  as  to  moor  his  fishing  smacks  and 
pack  up  his  agricultural  tools  on  the  Saturday 
night  till  Monday,  he  no  longer  saddens  Sunday 
in  the  Scotch  fashion.  By  the  erection  of  an 
admirable  pier  at  Douglas  the  landing  of  pas- 
sengers has  become  practicable  and  convenient, 
and  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  send  their  hundreds 
and  thousands,  in  the  summer  months,  to  convert 
the  island  into  a veritable  carnival  ground, 
and  the  thrifty  Manx 
people  have  thereby 
learned  how  good 
and  how  pleasant  ” it 
is  to  minister  to  the 
demands  of  those  who 
flourish  the  silk  purse 
and  scatter  bright 
sovereigns  with  a free 
hand. 

How  little  do  Lon- 
doners know  of  this 
lovely  place!  And  yet 
how  easy  is  the  jour- 
ney nowadays  since 
the  Isle  of  Man  Steam 
Backet  Company  has, 
by  the  provision  of 
swift  and  well-found 
steamboats,  made  the 
passage  between 
Liverpool  and  Douglas 
a pleasant  run  of  only 
a few  hours.  I am 
indebted  to  Mr.  Hall 
Caine  for  having 
rubbed  up  memory’s 
tablet  by  tho  issue  of 
an  admirable  book 
(illustrated)  of  about 
fifty  pages,  which 
book  is  published  by 
Emmison  Brothers,  of 

Manchester,  fur  the  Islo  of  Man  SLcarri  Backet 
Company,  and  issued,  I believe,  gratis  to  any 
applicant  who  is  a bond  Jidc  seeker  after 
pleasure  resorts.  Mr.  Hall  Caine  spent  many 
} ears  on  the  island,  and,  as  he  is  a keen 
observer  and  a smart  author,  bis  book — “ Tho 
Little  Man  Island” — commands  respectful  atten- 
tion, and  is  well  worthy  of  perusal.  If  I 
venture  to  weave  my  own  experiences  with  the 


happy  descriptions  so  well  given,  Mr.  Hall  j 
Caine  will  pardon  the  liberty  thus  taken  by  I 
one  who  acknowledges  the  value  of  tho  book  ! 
referred  to. 

It  was  eventide  when  I last  neared  Douglas  on 
one  of  the  Isle  of  Man  Steam  Backet  Company’s 
boats.  The  sun  had  dropped  behind  “ the  misty 
mountain  top,”  and  the  twilight  was  bejewelled  j 
by  the  glittering  lamps  which  Douglas  provides  ! 


had  “gone  before” — reminding  me  of  Byron’s 
ejaculation  : 

‘Tis  Hweot  to  know  there  is  an  eye  will  mark 
Our  coining,  and  draw  nearer  when  we  come. 

I have  “ done  ” the  Continent  pretty  well, 
and  have  seen  many  much-belauded  places 
that  are  not  fit  to  be  compared  to  the  scenes 
in  Manxlund  ; nor,  with  the  exception  of  Baris, 
Brussels,  and  a few  such  cities, 
have  I seen  so  much  genuine 
fun  as  at  Douglas,  where  you 
may  see  three  to  four  thousand 
lads  and  lassies  in  full  swing 
dancing. 


Laxey  Glen. 

so  liberally  in  the  streets,  in  the  windows, 
and  on  the  Falcon  Cliff  (on  which  latter  are 
the  illuminated  dancing  gardens  and  concert 
room). 

Mr.  Hall  Caine  prettily  and  accurately  expresses 
the  view  thus  : “ I know  of  nothing  so  lovely 
as  the  Die  of  Man  when  you  approach  it  from  the 
English  side  towards  the  fall  of  night.  The  sun  is 
then  going  down  behind  it,  and  from  point  to  point 
the  land  lies  grey  on  the  blue  line  of  the  horizon, 


Port  St.  Mary. 

breaking  it  like  the  dim  ghost  of  a snowstorm 
on  a summer’s  evening.  Coming  nearer,  the 
grey  strengthens,  the  blue  deepens,  and  the 
island  sits  on  tho  water  like  a sea-gull  in  the  late 
sunshine.” 

The  strains  of  music  from  tho  town  and  gardens 
reached  our  ears;  and  hundreds  of  temporary 
residents  thronged  tho  pier  to  bid  us  welcome — 
some  of  our  own  friends,  who  were  not  lost,  but 


I have  never  had  the  good 
fortune  to  see  the  island  early 
in  the  season,  when  the  fishing 
fleet  sails  away  for  the  mackerel 
fishing  at  Kinsale,  although  I 
have  spent  many  days  in  the 
early  part  of  June  fishing  with 
much  enjoyment  in  these  latter 
days  of  the  mackerel  season. 
Those  who  are  able  to  choose 
their  time  for  holiday  have  a 
grand  opportunity  of  seeing 
Manx  people  in  a whirl  of 
excitement  on  the  Monday  pre- 
ceding Good  Friday,  when  the 
two  chief  fishing  ports — St. 
Mary  and  Beel — are  bright  and 
busy  scenes.  Let  Mr.  Hall 
Caine  describe  the  night  of 
Monday  before  Easter : — 

A hundred  and  fifty  boats 
lay  in  the  harbour,  each  with  a 
light  burning  in  its  binnacle, 
a fire  in  its  cabin,  smoke 
coming  from  its  stove  pipe, 
and  its  sails  half  set.  Until  the  tide  rose,  their 
crews  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  were  scattered 
about  the  alleys  and  courts,  and  little  Noah’s 
arks,  that  dot  the  line  of  the  bretzy  coast,  saying 
their  good-byes  and  getting  together  their 
belongings.  As  the  water  came  up  they  drifted 
back  to  the  boats,  and  the  women  and  girls,  and 
children  and  old  men,  came  with  them. 

“ The  sea  was  fresh  outside  ; there  was  a light 
breeze  from  the  north-west,  and  the  air  was  full 

of  the  odour  of  the 
brine.  At  the  turn 
of  the  tide  the  boats 
began  to  drop  down 
the  harbour.  Then 
there  was  a rush  to 
the  end  of  the  pier  to 
see  them  off.  The 
moon  came  out  over 
the  back  of  the  town, 
and  the  narrow 
channel  at  the  har- 
bour mouth,  as  far  as 
to  the  end  of  the 
Castle  Rock,  was 
green  and  white,  and 
the  crumbling  round 
tower  of  the  castle 
itself  stood  up  against 
the  sky. 

“ Mothers  were  there 
seeing  their  sons  away, 
women  their  hus- 
bands, children  their 
fathers,  girls  their 
sweethearts,  and  all 
wore  full  of  fun  and 
laughter  and  joyful 
cries. 

“ As  boat  after  boat 
dropped  out  into  the 
bay  the  fun  took  fresh 
forms.  Any  nonsense, 
no  matbor  what.  Tho  young  people  woro  ready 
to  laugh  at  everything. 

* * * * * 

“ It  was  after  midnight  when  Die  last  of  the 
boats  was  clearing  the  harbour.  Tho  women  and 
children  wero  crushing  at  tho  end  of  tho  pier  to 
watch  her.  Sho  could  be  soon  quite  plainly  with 
tho  green  blade  of  a wave  breaking  on  her. 
Somebody  was  carrying  a light  on  her  dock,  and 
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August  4,  1894] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


115 


the  giant,  shadow  of  a man’s  figure  was  cast  up  on 
the  new  lugsail.  There  were  shouts  and  answers 
across  the  splashing  water,  and  then  a fresh 
young  voice  upon  the  boat  began  to  sing  ‘ The 
Anchor’s  Weighed.’” 

A Night  with  the  Herrings. 

The  herring  fishing  is  in  full  swing  during  the 
visiting  season  of  summer;  and,  although  I 
believe  there  are  various  ports 
at  which  interesting  sights  may 
be  seen,  I have  had  only  one 
experience  in  the  matte’’,  which 
was  at  the  chief  fishing  port — 

Peel.  “ If  the  evening  is  clear 
you  see  tho  mountains  of 
Mourne  (on  the  Irish  coast) 
with  the  sun  going  down  be- 
hind them.”  The  view  of  the 
fleet  on  the  dark  sea,  with  a 
number  of  lights  burning  on 
the  smacks  in  the  black  depths 
around,  give  you  the  idea  of  an 
illuminated  city  of  the  sea,  and 
at  the  break  of  day  this  little 
city  awakes.  Here  is  Mr.  Hall 
Caine’s  own  description  : — 

“ There  are  the  clicks  of  the 
capstans  and  the  shouts  of  the 
men  as  the  nets  come  back  to 
the  boats,  heavy  and  white  with 
fish.  The  nets  are  hauled  by 
steam,  and  nets  and  fish  to- 
gether are  thrown  into  an 
open  room  called  the  net-hold. 

When  all  is  aboard,  the  men 
(according  to  old  custom,  still 
observed  in  most  of  the  boats) 
go  down  on  their  knees  for 
prayer.  Then  they  swing  to 
the  wind,  hoist  the  square  sail, 
and  make  for  home. 

“ On  the  way  back  to  harbour 
you  have  breakfast.  It  con- 
sists of  herrings  of  the  night’s  catching.  If  you 
get  what  is  called  the  ‘ drop  fish,’  and  eat  them 
straight  out  of  the  pot,  you  enjoy  the  king  of  all 
fish.  There  is  no  fish  that  loses  its  finest  flavour 
so  quickly  as  the  herring.  Also  there  is  no  fish 
with  so  fine  a flavour  to  lose.  After  breakfast 
the  men  sit  on  the  head  of  the  net-hold,  and 
shake  the  herrings  out  of  the  nets  into  the 
herring  - hold.  When 
you  come  into  harbour, 
the  buyers  are  on  the 
quay  waiting.  Then 
you  see  the  herring 
auction.  It  is  a rough 
and  simple  ceremony. 

A Manx  fisherman  may 
sell  the  produce  of  his 
own  fishing.  He  some- 
times does  so  with  great 
shrewdness  and  racy 
humour.” 

Tynwald  Day. 

The  liberties  and  legal 
responsibilites  of  the 
law-abiding  Manx  are 
annually  impressed  on 
the  people,  on  July  5 
(Old  Midsummer  Day), 
which  ceremony  is 
derived  from  the  Manx- 
man’s ancestors  — the 
Norsemen.  This  is  a 
meeting  of  Parliament, 
and  a proclamation  of 
the  laws  of  the  land. 

Tynwald  Hill  is  an  open 
green,  at  St.  John’s, 
about  eight  miles  from 
Douglas  ; and  has  hills 
on  three  sides.  A 
mount  of  four  circles  or 

shelves,  with  a tall  flagstaff  in  the  centre  of  the 
top  one,  is  the  proclamation  ground,  with  the 
Governor,  the  Bishop,  and  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment (House  of  Keys),  and  a crowd  of  10,000  to 
20,000  people.  The  laws  are  promulgated  ; but 
the  ceremony  is  somewhat  solemn ; although  the 
visitors  convert  the  surrounding  ground  into  a 
regular  Bartholomew  Pair. 

“ The  open  part  of  the  green  was  covered  with 


booths,  barrows,  stands,  and  show  tents.  There 
were  cheap-jacks  selling  shoddy  watches, 
phrenologists  with  two  chairs,  fat  women,  dwarfs, 
wandering  minstrels  and  itinerant  hawkers  of  tin 
hat-boxes  containing  sticks  of  toffee — these  and 
other  shiny,  slimy  creatures,  with  the  air  and 
grease  of  the  towns.  At  one  corner  there  were  a 
lew  oxen  and  horses,  tethered  and  tanketted,  and 
kicking  up  the  dust  under  the  dry  sod. 
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“ The  crowd  was  dense  already  and  increasing 
at  every  moment.  As  the  brakes  arrived  they 
drove  up  with  a whoop  and  a swing  that  sent  the 
people  surging  on  either  side.  Some  brought 
well-behaved  visitors,  others  brought  an  eruption 
of  ruffians  playing  tin  whistles  and  jew’s-harps, 
and  yet  others  brought  farmers  and  fishermen 
disguised,  out  of  all  recognition,  as  lodging-house 


Port  Erin. 

keepers,  and  pretending  not  to  understand  the 
salutations  of  old  comrades  when  addressed  by 
them  in  the  Manx.” 

Town  and  Country. 

There  are  several  good  towns  on  the  island, 
the  chief  of  which  is  Douglas ; here  are  theatres, 
a splendid  promenade  and  concert-rooms,  a 
capital  market,  and  all  that  go  to  make  town 


life  buoyant.  The  streets  are  busy  with  coaches, 
carriages,  waggonettes,  J'C.,  chartered  by  lively 
visitors  for  conveyance  to  the  mountain  districts, 
the  lovely  glens,  the  lead  mines,  the  fishing 
ports,  &c.  Laxey  is  a favourite  place  for 
tourists,  and  maybe  “done”  by  waggonette  or 
coach — there  and  back  in  a day — from  Douglas. 
The  glen  is  one  of  the  most  curious  to  be  seen 
in  this  island,  and  one  which  brings  back  memo- 
ries of  some  I have  seen  in  the 
High  Alps.  Then  there  is  a 
monstrous  wheel  at  the  lead 
mines  there,  and  you  may 
climb  a staircase  to  be  level 
with  the  top  of  it,  which  gives 
a grand  sensation.  For  quiet 
and  calm  town  life  go  to 
Ramsey,  Peel,  Castletown,  and 
other  places ; for  lovely  glens 
you  cannot  surpass  — the 
“ narrow,  winding,  sinuous, 
dark  and  slumberous  glens  ” — 
the  Rhenass  (commonly  known 
as  Glen  Helen),  Laxey  Glen, 
the  Dhoon  Glen,  Ballasalla, 
and  many  others,  so  numerous 
as  to  practically  honeycomb 
the  island. 

“ You  may  find  them  any- 
where. Light  upon  a stream 
and  follow  it  to  its  source  up 
the  hill  side,  and  somewhere  in 
its  course  you  are  sure  to  come 
upon  one  of  them.  Surely 
Phonoderee  himself,  the  Manx 
Brownie,  founded  his  fairy dom 
in  these  places.” 

The  Manx  Climate. 

“ There  is  a legend  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  which  tells  of  a 
magician,  called  Mannanin, 
who  lived  here  like  Prospero, 
and  kept  the  island  to  himself 
by  concealing  it  from  seafarers  under  a cloud  of 
mist.  If  this  legend  indicates  a misty  atmosphere, 
it  is  at  fault.  The  air  of  the  island  is  dry,  clear, 
and  bracing.  Nowhere  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
so  far  as  I know,  is  there  so  much  sunshine.  The 
fuchsia  grows  in  the  open  air  and  is  often  used 
(as  at  the  village  of  Colby,  at  Ivnocksharry,  and 
in  Ballaugh)  for  garden  hedges  instead  of  the 
thorn.  A soft  haze 
sometimes  hangs  over 
the  island  in  summer, 
when  the  air  is  not  hot 
but  the  sea  is  warm. 
The  sun  shines  through 
it,  and  makes  myste- 
rious shapes  in  the 
hills  and  over  the  cur- 
raghs.  I do  not  think 
it  is  an  exhalation  from 
the  ground ; I have 
never  heard  that  it  is 
unhealthy ; it  can  be 
seen  to  come  up  from 
the  sea.  In  short,  I 
do  not  know  a climate 
at  once  more  genial 
and  more  bracing,  or 
scenery  more  cheerful 
and  more  heartsome.” 

Round  the  Coast. 
On  a fine  day  a steam- 
boat voyage  round  the 
island  is  a liberal  educa- 
tion and  a day’s  treat. 
Douglas  is  your  start- 
ing point,  and  almost 
the  whole  course  is  a 
veritable  charm  and  a 
surprise.  I have  fished 
in  the  bays  and  glens 
in  some  parts  of  the 
coast,  the  memory  of  which  lends  an  additional 
charm  to  the  view  from  the  steamboat  en  voyage 
round  the  island.  Castletown,  the  capital,  is 
on  the  coast,  and  is  remarkable  for  its  prison; 
the  bay,  in  front,  is  a charming  scene.  Port  St. 
Mary  is  an  old-world  fishing-port,  the  sight  of 
which  is  refreshing,  with  its  quaint  bay,  its 
rugged  background,  its  lofty  houses.  This  is 
one  of  the  busy  ports  from  which  the  fleet  sails 
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for  tho  Kinnale  mackorol.  A grand  iwlot,  known 
as  the  (’all  of  Man,  lies  oil’  tho  south-western 
point,  and  is  intensely  interesting.  Port  Erin 
will  suggest  a small  Ramsgate  in  appearance, 
hut  minus  much  of  tho  life  of  that  southern  water- 
ing  place.  Ramsey  is  an  inviting  town,  and 
moro  genteel  than  Douglas.  Laxey  is  pretty 
irom  tho  sea,  but  a visit  to  it  by  brake  or 
waggonette  is  desirable. 

Pool,  too,  which  is  the  chief  fishing  port,  is 
studded  with  smacks  when  tho  licet  is  not  busy. 
Its  sombre-looking  castle  frowns  over  tho  water, 
and  tho  town  is  remarkablo  for  shoals  of  sea-gulls, 
which  aro  treated  by  the  inhabitants  almost  as 
sacred  birds.  What  would  happen  in  the  event 
of  any  ruthless  iconoclast  venturing  to  wound 
or  kill  one  of  these  winged  beauties  is  difficult  to 
imagine. 

Altogether,  tho  Isle  of  Man  will  give  more 
varied  enjoyment  to  suit  every  taste  (except  that 
its  rivers  aro  neither  grand  nor  numerous)  than 
any  patch  of  ground  of  its  size  that  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  visit.  E.  H.  B. 


HOW  TO  BREED  AND  REAR  TROUT. 

By  T.  Andrews,  Guildford. 

SIXTEENTH  PAPER. 

Continuing  from  page  361  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  April  14th,  1894, 1 think  that  many  persons  who 
would  wish  to  improve  their  trout  fisheries,  and 
who  do  not  mind  laying  out  money  on  them, 
occasionally  lose  sight  of  one  most  important 
fact,  viz.,  that  the  river  contains  such  a number 
of  predaceous  fish,  in  the  shape  of  pike  and  perch, 
that  trout  do  not  stand  the  smallest  chance  of 
living  and  growing ; they  are  in  a constant  state 
of  fear,  and  dare  not  venture  out  into  the  open  to 
feed,  as  they  know  full  well  that  their  mortal 
enemies  are  constantly  on  the  look  out  for  them  ; 
and  although  a trout  is  a faster  swimmer  in  the 
water  than  a pike,  there  may  be  some  fascinating 
power  exercised  by  the  pike  over  its  prey,  similar 
to  that  of  a snake,  a toad,  and  I think  a heron  or 
a kingfisher ; and  we  also  know  that  a trout,  when 
alarmed,  rushes  straight  for  his  haunt  or  hiding 
place,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  taking  it  out 
with  a net  or  even  with  the  hand.  I do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  such  thing  as  “ tickling  ” a 
trout,  but  I think  it  is  a false  sense  of  security 
which  a trout  feels  when  curled  up  against  a 
tump,  or  stone,  or  under  a board,  similar  to  that 
of  an  ostrich,  which,  I believe,  hides  its  head  in 
the  sand,  and  not  seeing  the  danger,  concludes 
there  cannot  be  any.  There  is  no  fish  easier  to 
capture  when  driven  into  a bed  of  weed  or  under 
a wall  than  a trout. 

An  immense  amount  of  injury  is  done  to  a 
trout  stream  by  the  local  poacher ; I mean,  of 
course,  the  professional  poacher,  who  finds  a ready 
market  for  his  stolen  goods  in  too  many  instances, 
alas,  quite  near  home.  This  person  knows  per- 
fectly well  what  parts  of  the  river  he  can 
manipulate,  and  by  lying  down  on  the  bank  and 
poking  the  hand  along,  a fish  is  easily  felt,  and  as 
it  scarcely  ever  moves  more  than  a few  inches,  it 
can  be  followed  until  the  hand  gets  up  near  the 
head,  and  by  a gentle  but  firm  grasp  the  fish  is 
jerked  out  on  to  the  grass,  to  be  picked  up  at 
leisure.  I can  almost  sympathise  with  the  poor 
fellow  who  removes  a fish  to  take  home  to  a sick 
wife  or  a delicate  child,  but  I think  the  fine  im- 
posed on  the  professional  poacher  is  far  too  small 
to  deter  him  from  repeating  the  operation  on  the 
first  possible  opportunity;  as  a matter  of  fact  he 
goes  out  again  immediatelyand  soon  raises  enough 
cash  to  pay  the  fine. 

There  are  other  fresh-water  fish  which  I con- 
sider quite  as  injurious  to  trout  waters  as  pike 
or  perch,  and  these  are  chub,  dace,  roach,  and — I 
insist  upon  it — minnows.  All  these  fish  live  on 
exactly  the  same  food  as  trout,  and  if  not  exter- 
minated, or  at  all  events  kept  down,  they  will 
eventually  starve  the  trout  out ; and  what  an 
abominable  “ sell  ” it  is  frequently  to  find  that 
one  has  been  wasting  time  in  casting  at  what 
appeared  to  be  a good  fish  rising  under  tho 
bank,  and  after  all  it  turns  out  to  be  a lubberly 
chub  or  a dace.  That  chub  and  dace  fishing  is 
good  enough  in  its  way  I admit,  and  enjoy,  but 
when  1 go  to  a trout  stream  I do  not  like  to  bo 
bothered  with  them.  This  is  the  least  objection- 
able part  of  it,  tho  greatest  evil  being  that  tho 
coarse  fish  rob  tho  trout  of  very  much  of  tho 
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natural  food,  and  as  thoy  increase  so  prolifically 
there  is  great  risk  that  thoy  eventually  ruin  the 
river  as  a trout  stream.  To  reduce  tho  numbers 
ol  all  coarse  fish  systematic  weed  cutting  and 
netting  must  be  carried  on.  I do  not  mean  by 
this  that  the  river  should  be  shaved  clean  of 
every  weed,  and  that  nets  should  be  used  on  every 
possible  ojiportunity ; for  I cannot  help  thinking 
that  weeks  of  the  best  part  of  the  trout  fishing 
season  are  spoiled  by  netting  and  weed  cutting 
being  practised  so  late.  Fancy  cutting  the  weeds 
in  the  last  week  of  May,  a few  days  only  before 
the  appearance  of  the  May-fly ! Worse  than  this, 
imagine  the  annoyance  to  the  owner  of  the 
fishery  below,  who  finds  that  immense  masses  of 
cut  weed  are  coming  down,  completely  stopping 
the  fishing  for  many  days.  I am  glad  to  hear, 
however,  that  weeds  must  now  be  dragged  out  of 
the  water  on  one’s  own  ground,  and  no  longer 
allowed  to  be  sent  down  the  river  to  the  ruin  of 
sport  and  annoyance  of  neighbours  for  miles 
below.  It  is  not,  however,  this  that  I wish  to 
speak  about  so  much  as  the  ruthless — not  to  say 
injudicious — way  in  which  weeds  are  cut  on  many 
rivers. 

A system  of  weed  cutting  which  must  commend 
itself  to  all  anglers,  and  cannot  be  objected  to  by 
the  miller  or  the  farmer,  is  that  recommended 
and  adopted  by  Mr.  Halford  in  his  charming 
book,  “ Dry-fly  Fishing.”  Throughout  the  whole 
length  of  the  fishery  there  should  be  patches  of 
vegetation  left  to  grow  in  rank  luxuriance,  almost 
the  whole  width  of  the  river,  or  at  all  events  the 
greater  part  of  it.  By  such  a plan  a trout,  if 
scared,  has  not  to  go  many  feet  before  he  finds  a 
safe  hide,  and  the  fish  on  the  next  bright  shallow 
are  not  disturbed.  If  this  is  not  done  one  fish 
takes  the  alarm  at  the  sight  of  a fisherman,  or 
some  other  equally  objectionable  intruder,  and 
straight  away  up  the  river  he  goes,  communicating 
the  scare  to  every  fish  on  the  road ; and  presently, 
if  there  is  a decent  stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  a 
big  wave  is  caused  by  dozens  of  fish  hurrying  up 
to  the  deep  pool  or  hatch  at  the  top.  Sport  is,  of 
course,  out  of  the  question  for  the  next  hour  or 
more.  Then,  again,  with  the  bed  of  the  river 
shaved  as  clean  as  the  chin  of  a youth  of  eighteen, 
if  a fly  fisher  should  be  able  to  hide  himself  by 
kneeling  behind  some  high  growth  on  the  bank, 
he  has  to  throw  a very  long  line  of,  say,  18  yards 
to  22  yards,  and  this  becomes  tiring  to  the  arm 
after  a few  hours;  and,  worse  than  this,  with  such  a 
length  of  line  out,  should  a fish  on  being  hooked 
make  a bolt  straight  for  the  angler  the  pro- 
bability is  Piscator  “ ’E  dunno  where  ’e  are  ” for  a 
moment,  and  the  fish  gets  a slack  line  and  is  off. 
If  the  weed  is  left  as  it  should  be,  there  will  be 
points  closer  at  hand  where  a fish  will  be  feeding, 
and  by  having  a comparatively  short  line 
out  the  angler  has  more  command  of  the 
fish  at  the  first  rush,  and  if  the  tackle  is  to 
be  trusted,  one  can  often  manage  to  carry  the  fish 
down  stream  by  the  “ scruff  of  his  neck,”  and  if 
this  is  practicable,  a fish  is  very  quickly  killed. 
I once  killed  a 61b.  trout  on  the  upper  Wey  in 
rather  a rough  fashion.  This  fish  was  leisurely 
taking  every  May-fly  within  a radius  of  a dozen 
feet,  and  at  the  tail  of  the  little  “ run  ” there  was 
a sandbank  a few  inches  out  of  the  water.  The 
trout  came  for  my  fly,  and  the  water  being  so 
shallow,  bis  whole  body  was  all  but  high  and 
dry.  When  he  took  my  fly  I gave  him  a lift  in 
the  direction  he  was  going,  and,  before  he  had 
time  to  turn  round  and  get  into  the  deep  water,  I 
jumped  on  to  the  sandbank  and  relieved  him  of 
all  further  trouble  by  doubling  him  up  in  my 
landing  net.  If  I had  not  done  so  he  would  in  a 
second  have  been  “ at  home  ” up  a little  culvert 
right  under  the  railroad.  Such  extreme  measures, 
however,  do  not  always  pay,  and  I should  have 
preferred  having  a tussle  with  him  out  in  the 
open.  A trout  knows  quite  well  where  to  go 
when  ho  is  alarmed,  and  if  there  should  chance 
to  be  such  a little  “Zoar  ” to  flee  to,  he  is  quick 
to  tako  advantage  of  it,  to  the  discomfiture  of 
Piscator. 

I would  not  hint  that  “ hides  ” should  be  re- 
moved, on  the  contrary,  the  more  there  are  the 
greater  the  probability  of  finding  good  fish  and  the 
smaller  the  risk  of  successful  poaching.  I have 
seen  shelters  constructed  of  planks  nailed  on  to 
four  uprights  driven  into  the  bed  of  tho  river, 
but  I cannot  say  that  I like  them ; the  fish  un- 
doubtedly tako  refuge  under  them,  but  it  is  a 
very  simple  matter  for  tho  poacher  to  strip  those 
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hides  of  overy  fish  if  he  knows  how  to  go  to 
work. 

Plenty  of  weed  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  pro- 
tection for  trout,  apart  from  the  question  of  food 
which  is  contained  in  it,  and  if  we  get  “ smashed” 
occasionally — well,  an  apology  to  tho  fish  for 
being  so  clumsy,  and  a polite  intimation  that  you 
will  endeavour  to  renew  the  acquaintance  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
No  monosyllabic  execration  of  either  fish,  hooks, 
gut,  or  luck  is  ever  (hardly  ever)  used  by  anglers 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  I remember,  however, 
taking  my  doctor  to  a stream,  and  he  was  very 
busy  on  the  opposite  bank  losing  fish  after 
fish,  and  almost  every  minute  there  came  wafted 
across  the  water  a very  big  “ D ” indeed.  “ Hullo, 
what’s  the  matter,”  I said,  “ you  must  have  a 
rare  stock  of  that  letter  in  your  vocabulary.” 
“ Did  you  hear,”  he  shouted.  “ Rather,”  I replied. 
‘‘What  ears  you  must  have.  Ah!  never  mind, 
it  did  me  good,  and  didn’t  hurt  the  fish.”  I just 
hinted  that  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  if  he 
examined  his  fly,  as  it  seemed  so  unlikely  that  he 
could  lose  so  many  fish  if  the  hook  were  perfect. 
In  a moment  or  two  I heard,  “ What  a fool  I am  ! 
Why,  the  hook  is  gone  at  the  bend,  no  wonder 
I lost  the  fish ; ” and,  replacing  the  broken  hook 
with  a new  one,  he  very  soon  got  two  brace  of 
good  fish.  This  is  not  by  any  means  an  un- 
common occurrence,  for  I have  often  heard  a 
man  say  that  he  had  been  flogging  away  with 
no  barb  for  hours. 

Whilst  speaking  of  hooks  I would  suggest  to 
makers  that  the  “ irons  ” for  hooks  of  certain 
sizes  are  made  of  stouter  stuff,  for  this  season 
particularly  I have  had  dozens  of  hooks  break  in 
the  act  of  striking  or  unhooking  a fish,  and  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  strike  with  a great 
flourishing  wrist  action,  enough  to  smash  almost 
anything  that  is  made.  I learnt  many  years  ago 
to  strike  with  a slight  pull  by  drawing  the  arm 
back ; this  action  tells  more  quickly  at  the  other 
end,  and  should  a fish  have  missed  the  fly — for 
it  is  quite  as  often  that  a fish  misses  us  as  it  is 
for  us  to  miss  the  fish — the  fly  does  not  come 
back  off  the  water  with  a commotion  caused  by 
the  hook  and  the  gut  being  snatched  away  with  a 
smack.  With  the  strike  that  I speak  of  the  fly 
need  never  leave  the  water  until  it  has  passed 
some  feet  below  the  fish,  and  you  have  yet 
another  chance  if  he  has  not  observed  the  gut. 
What  a lovely  “ tip  ” that  paraffin  bottle  is  ! As 
I explained  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  three  years 
ago,  it  is  not  my  own  idea,  but  was  shown  me 
many  years  ago  by  a fisherman  on  the  Test.  I 
did  certainly  scheme  a more  business  like  affair 
than  the  one  I first  saw,  which  was  a small  phial 
filled  with  ordinary  paraffin,  and  the  bottle  which 
finds  favour  now  amongst  all  dry-fly  fishers  is  a 
small  excise  ink  bottle  having  a false  centre,  so 
that  none  of  the  oil  can  get  away  if  the  bottle  is 
only  half  full,  and  I now  use  the  “ odourless 
petroleum.”  Instead  of  a small  feather,  which  was 
liable  to  be  lost,  I put  a small  camel’s  hair  pencil 
through  a cork,  and  a piece  of  silk  cord  is 
passed  round  the  neck  of  the  bottle  and  through 
the  buttonhole  of  the  coat.  I seal  the  top  of  the 
cork  with  wax,  and  there  are  now  a good  many 
hundreds  in  use  having  a little  T.A.  on  the  cork. 
The  saving  of  labour,  and  the  “sparing  of  the 
rod  ” is  immense,  but  I think  the  greatest 
advantage  of  all  lies  in  the  fact  that  one  has  not 
to  make  fifteen  or  twenty  false  casts  in  the  air  to 
dry  the  fly,  which  must  often  be  a gross  insult  to 
the  fish,  who  would,  if  he  could  speak,  say  “ Do 
you  imagine  that  I cannot  see  both  you  and  also 
your  rod  switching  backwards  and  forwards 
almost  over  my  very  nose,  what  do  you  take  me 
for  P”  Imagining  myself  “ pulled  up”  again  by  the 
amiable  editor  of  this  paper  for  digression  from 
“Trout  Culture,”  and  poaching  on  already  pretty 
well  trodden  ground  by  many  excellent  “ angler 
writers,”  I offer  my  apologies  to  Mr.  R.  B.  M.  as 
well  as  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
promise  not  to  transgress  again  (if  I can  help  it !) 


Some  further  interesting  instructive  informa- 
tion on  the  Alligator  and  Musk  Industries 
(which  recently  appeared  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette) 
will  be  found  in  the  able  and  admirable  report 
recently  published  (1893)  on  tho  South  Atlantic 
Fisheries,  by  Dr.  Hugh  M.  Smith,  Washington, 
whoso  excellent,  varied,  original,  practical  in- 
vestigations and  research  have  long  boon  appre- 
ciated and  admirod. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  REWARD. 


■«Q.  S M 

REND! 

^■encii 


ENGLISH’S  PATENT  DRY-SMOKING  PIPE. 

A dry  smoke  guaranteed  or  money  returned, 
(As  a proof  that  no  other  pipe  will  remain  dry 
while  smoking,  the  above  reward  is  offered  for 


MOKINC 
DERED  HARMLESS 


El  CUSH  S PATENT 


any  other  patent  in  the  market  that  will  do  so. 
As  further  proof,  purchasers  can  have  their 
money  returned,  if  they  fail  to  obtain  a drysmoke 
from  English’s  patent.  No  other  pipe  ever 
offered  to  the  public  on  such  terms,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no  other  pipe  would  Btand  such  a test. 
Free  by  post,  Is.  8d. ; silver-mounted,  2s.  8cL  From  S.  R. ’ENGLISH,  16,  Addison  Villas,  Nottingham. 


ON  A NEW  (.SCIENTIFIC  PRINCIPLE 


“CASTLE  CONNELL”  RODS. 

The  above  are  the  Rods  with  which 

NEW  RECORDS 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OR  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  tho  Filing  Gazette , Land  and,  Water,  J.  II.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter’’  says  : “ I killed  with  King  s 
Bait  39  flsh,  which  weighed  22$lb.,  many  over  lib.  each.”  Docs  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.;  postage  extra. 

Avoid  all  imitations  of  KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BA.  IT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other , when  told  it  is  the  same , or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  only , which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WI.  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commerciai-rd.,  E.). 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


have  been  made,  and  they  can  be  obtained  only 
from  the  sole  and  original  makers, 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  «&  SON, 

Castle  Connell,  near  Limerick,  Ireland. 

The  records  at  present  (as  made  by  Mr.  John  Enright  at  Twickenham)  are : — 

With  19ft.  rod  45  yards. 

„ 14ft.  „ 37 


HObROYD  BROS., 

MAKERS  OF 

Reliable  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle, 

59,  GRACECHURCH  ST,,  LONDON,  E.C. 


The  measurement  being  from  where  tho  caster  stood  to  where  the  fly  dropped  on 
the  water.  The  gentlemen  present  to  record  the  casting  were  : — A.  J . Little,  Esq., 
Sturt  House,  Cambridge  Park,  E.  Twickenham  ; E.  V.  Powell,  Esq.,  Church-street, 
Twickenham:  G.  Wright,  Esq.,  2,  Ryder-terrace,  Twickenham;  H.  W.  Little,  Esq., 
14,  The  Barons,  E.  Twickenham  (all  members  of  Committee  of  Richmond  Pisca- 
torials)  ; and  R.  Brooke,  Esq.,  20,  The  Barons,  E.  Twickenham. 


Catalogues  Gratis. 


We  hold.  a.  splendid  selection  of  Gut  Casts  similar  to  those  shown  at  the  Fisheries 

Exhibition,  1894. 


THE  BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS’  SPECIALITIES. 

FREEMAN’S  ANGLERS’  BAIT  (“KINGFISHER”  BRAND). 

For  Roach  and  all  flsh  which  take  a paste  haitT  Is  coloured  and  flavoured  perfectly.  Holds  wel 
together.  Tins  6d.  and  Is.  By  post  9 or  15  stamps.  Also  in  Id.  and  2d.  packets. 

Sold  by  most  dealers  in  tackle. 

Ask  for  Freeman’s  “ Kingfisher  ” Brand  Bait,  and  do  not  be  put  off  with  something  else  on 
any  pretext  whatever.  See  our  name  and  address  is  on  every  tin  or  packet. 

FREEMAN’S  COMPOUND  RHODIAN  OIL. 

A powerful  flavouring  agent  for  bread  and  other  pastes.  Most  effective  to  mix  up  with  Ground  Bait 
Bottles  6d.  and  Is.  By  post  9 or  15  stamps.  Also  in  3d.  bottles.  Of  most  fishing-tackle  dealers. 

ONLY  MANUFACTURED  AT 

FREEMAN’S  PHARMACY,  CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 


DAVID  SLATER  & Co,,  Newark-on-Trent, 


WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  PISHING 
TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 


Largest  manufacturers  of  Nottingham  Rods  and  Reals  in  the  World. 

Only  makers  of  Slater’s  celebrated  Patent  Combination  Reel,  in  Wood, 
Ebonite,  or  Metal. 

The  “ Fly-fisher’s  Winch  ” (Registered),  the  most  perfect  Trout  Winch 
made,  10s.  Gd.  and  12s.  6d. 

Slater’s  “ New  Style  ” Gun  Metal  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels  are  the 
lightest  made  and  of  the  best  quality. 

The  “ Newark  Perfection  Rod,"  East  India  Cane,  built  handle,  Universa 
winch  fittings,  two  tors,  from  Oft.  to  12ft.,  from  21s. t stands  unrivalled  fo 
all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing  or  trout  spinning. 

Slater’s  A l Champion  Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Fly  Rods,  with 
or  without  Cork  Handles,  from  21s.  to  52s. 

Speciality.— Slater’s  15s.  Greenheart  Trout  Fly  Rod,  equal  to  any 
guinea  Rod  in  the  Market. 

Any  kind  of  Rods  or  Reels  made  to  order  on  the  shortest  notice  to 
Customers’  own  Patterns.  Price  Lists  free  on  application. 


YACHTING  & FISHING  on  NORFOLK  BROADS 

Yachts,  3 to  40  Tons,  for  Hire. 

Send  for  List,  post  free. 

FISHING  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Lists  post  free. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 


Wholesale  terms  on  applying. 


54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 


WILLIAM  POOLE 

(Member  and  Co-founder  of  the  Blaekfriars  A.S.), 

104a,  BBOADWALL,  S.IE. 

(Mid-way  Waterloo  Station  and  Blaekfriars  Bridge). 

ANGLERS,  please  call  upon  W.  POOLE,  who  is  an  Experienced  Angler,  and  he  will  give  every 
attention  to  suit  the  Requirements  of  his  Customers. 

FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTON. 

PRICE  LIST  FREE. 


WILLIAM  GARDEN, 

Fishing=Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

ABERDEEN. 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  TI1E  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 


The  MOSCROP 


REDUCED  PRICES 
FOR  1894. 


SENT  ON  APPROVAL 
ON  RECEIPT  OF  P.0. 


J.  B.  MOSCROP, 

25,  MARKET  PLACE, 


REPAIRS  attended  to  FORTHWITH  if  sent  to  the  maker. 


Advantages  of  the  Reel. 

No  Screws,  taken  to  pieces  by  the  fingers  alone 
in  ten  seconds. 

Only  one  plate  on  handle  side,  no  liability  to 
a host  of  mishaps. 

Holds  line  to  (nearly)  full  diameter. 

Is  ventilated.  Has  adjustable  drag. 

Strength.  Simplicity— in  case  of  accident  can 
get  at  the  damage. 

REFERENCES. 

F.  M.  BLAND Bury  St.  Edmund's. 

0.  F.  BRENAN Spring  Gardens,  Manchester. 

J.  BDSHBY Frankby,  near  Birkenhead. 

R.  O.  SMITH Oxf  and  Cambs.  Club,  Pall  Mall. 

T.  S.  TURNBULL Fountain-st.,  Manchester. 

GIBSON  DYSON. ..Rutherford,  Roxburghshire. 
U W SOOTFORD  Cheltenham. 


Disadvantages  of  Ordinary  Reel. 


Sorews  getting  loose,  tedious  work  of  taking 
to  pieces. 

Plates  becoming  bent,  sand  getting  in,  rivet 
of  handle  pin  rubbing  against  inner  plate, 
causing  unequal  drag. 

Holds  line  only  to  cross  bars. 

The  complicated  parts  make  it  liable  to  get 
out  of  order. 


PRICES  FOR  1894. 

Without  Drag.  With  Drag.  Weight. 


IncheB  .... 

..  10/6  .. 

. 12/6 

...  5 ounces. 

3 

..  12/-  .. 

. 14/6 

...  7 „ 

3*  

. 17/6 

...  lO  „ 

4 

„ 21/- 

...  15  „ 

4*  „ ... 

...  — . 

..  26/- 

22 
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OUR  HOLIDAY  TN  WILD  WALES. 

IH  “Tub  A mated  ii  Anoeeh.” 

Sir,  Maid  tho  old  man,  “ if  you  had  soon  tho  misoriow 
of  tho  world  yon  would  know  how  to  valuo  your  present 
state."  “ Now,”  said  tho  prince,  “you  have  given  mo 
HomothiiiR  to  dosiro,  1 shall  long  to  non  the  miseries  of 
tho  world,  since  tho  sight  of  thorn  is  nonossary  to 
happiness.”— Ka  shut,  ah. 

LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Once  upon  a timothoro  dwelt  1 
in  a peaceful  valley  all  sur-  ' 

rounded  by  lofty  lulls,  a wiso 
and  contented  race  of  people, 
whose  ambition  never  led  them 
to  surmount  the  mountains 
which  were  the  limit  of  their 
little  world.  Generation  after 
generation  had  lived  in  this 
secluded  spot,  happy  and  care- 
loss  of  what  may  be  going  on 
in  the  outside  world.  At  length 
an  ambitious  youth,  like  the 
Abyssinian  Rasselas,  rose  up 
amongst  them,  who  would  not 
be  confined  within  the  limits 
of  these  hills.  He  was  cautioned 
by  the  sages  of  the  valley  that 
beyond  those  mountains  were 
“regions  of  calamity,  where 
discord  was  always  raging,  and 
where  man  preyed  upon  man,” 
but  he  would  not  be  persuaded. 

He  set  forth  on  his  travels  till 
he  came  to  a great  city,  whose 
inhabitants  were  in  danger  of 
perishing  for  lack  of  water; 
there  he  saw  “ the  miseries  of 
the  world”  which  he  had  gone 
forth  in  search  of,  and  he  told 
those  unhappy  people  all  about  his  own  native 
valley,  through  which  a pleasant  river  ran,  per- 
petually supplied  from  the  everlasting  hills,  pure 
and  sweet.  And  the  men  of  that  great  city  arose 
and  went  to  see  this  happy  valley,  and  they  coveted 
it.  they  said,  we  will  dam  up  one  end  of  the 
valley  and  make  a great  lake,  which  shall  climb 
a hundred  feet  up  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and  this 
water  shall  be  a perpetual  source  of  supply  to  our 
great  city ; we  will  bore  holes 
through  mountains,  lay  down 
great  pipes  and  aqueducts 
across  valleys,  and  pour  into 
the  reservoirs  of  our  city,  and 
our  people  shall  no  longer  be  in 
danger  of  perishing  for  want  of 
water.  This  great  deed  was 
done,  the  water  gradually  rose 
up  and  filled  the  valley,  and 
the  people  who  had  lived  there 
all  their  lives  were  driven  out  to 
find  for  themselves  new  homes 
elsewhere;  but  some  of  the  very 
old  people  loved  the  place  of 
their  birth,  and  would  not  move 
out  of  their  houses  till  the  rising 
waters  poured  in  at  their 
windows,  then  they  went  away 
and  died  of  broken  hearts.  Still 
the  waters  rose,  till  farms  and 
villages,  churches,  chapels,  and 
homesteads  were  overwhelmed 
and  now  lie  beneath  the  great 
lake.  Tombstones  and  coffins 
with  their  contents  had  been 
removed,  and  planted  afresh  in 
sacred  ground  on  the  mountain 
side ; the  churchyards  were  laid 
down  with  cement,  and  the 
waters  which  now  flow  over 
these  engulfed  villages  and 
churchyards,  and  pour  for  many 
miles  through  tunnel  s and  tanks, 


pool  is  grateful  to  tho  young  Rasselas  who  first 
hinted  to  them  that  here,  lying  in  the  bosom  of 
North  Wales,  was  the  water  supply  they  so  sadly 
needed. 

It  was  to  visit  this  wonderful  lake,  and.  if 
haply  we  could,  to  catch  some  of  the  trout  which 
were  said  to  swarm  in  its  waters,  that  we  travelled 
Irom  Tjondon  (I,  my  daughter  R.,  and  her  hus- 
band) on  the  last  day  o(  .June,  lHflt — a glorious 


View  on  the  Lake. 

day.  This  happy  valley  (now  a small  sea  five 
miles  in  length)  lies  high  up  in  the  Welsh  moun- 
tains, far  away  from  railways  and  “ madding 
crowds.”  The  twelve  or  fifteen  mile  drive  through 
lovely  mountain  scenery  already  inspires  one 
with  glowing  hope,  and  we  reach  the  Lake 
Vyrnwy  Hotel  with  a warm  welcome  from  the 
cheerful  hostess. 

Looking  on  Lake  Yyrnwy  from  the  hotel 


is  pellucid  and  pure,  and  the  people  of  the  groat 
city  derive  health  and  vigour  from  the  waters  of 
these  mountains  of  Wales.  And  so  it  was  that  the 
happy  valley  of  the  Yyrnwy  became  a great  lake, 
filled  with  big  trout  and  other  gamesome  fishes  ; 
happy  anglers  sail  upon  its  surface,  and  return  to 
tho  hotel  laden  with  spoil,  naturalists  find  endless 
occupation  amongst  tho  birds  and  ferns  and  rocks 
on  the  hills  all  round,  and  tho  groat  city  of  Livor- 


Chubbino  at  North  End  or  the  Lake. 

window  on  tho  glorious  summer  evening  of  our 
arrival,  one’s  first  impression  of  it  is  that  of  its 
vast  antiquity.  Surrounded  as  it  is  by  tbe  ever- 
lasting hills,  its  rugged  time-worn  shores  surely 
prove  that  its  existence  is  cooval  with  the  hoary 
mountains  that  encompass  it.  Yonder,  standing 
out  in  tho  lake,  is  an  ancient  Italian  tower,  which 
in  tho  gloaming  looks  as  old  and  weather-beaten 
as  tho  “prison  of  Ohillon,”  to  which,  indeed,  it 


bears  a marked  resemblance,  not,  one  may 
presume,  undesigned.  Another  first  impression 
is  the  perfect  peace  which  reigris  around  this 
ancient  lake.  There  is  a gentle  silent  simmer  on 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  nothing  is  heard 
but  the  singing  of  many  birds  in  the  woods 
beneath  us. 

When  I read  the  very  interesting  description 
of  this  lake  which  appeared  in  the  Finking 
Gazette  a long  time  ago,  written 
by  G.  W.  Gedney,  J decided  to 
take  the  first  chance  of  coming 
and  seeing  it  for  myself.  lie 
seems  to  have  described  every 
part  of  it  in  so  thorough  and 
practical  a way,  and  always  with 
an  angler’s  eye  to  its  fishing 
capabilities,  that  I hardly  see  an 
opening  for  a mere  amateur  to 
find  anything  new  to  say  about 
it  ; but,  as  a truthful  narrator, 
I must  tell  of  things  as  I find 
them. 

July  1. — Sitting  in  one  of  the 
summer-houses  which  the  hotel 
provides  for  its  guests  on  a 
rugged  brow,  looking  down 
upon  the  lake  over  the  top  of 
a fringe  of  green  oak  foliage, 
who  shall  tell  me  that  yonder 
expanse  of  blue  water  lying  in 
a great  basin,  formed  by  a circle 
of  Welsh  hills  a thousand  feet 
above  the  sea,  has  not  reflected 
the  wood  - crowned  heights, 
brown  heather-clad  mountains, 
cultivated  fields  and  green 
meadows,  which  on  all  sides 
slope  down  to  its  very  margin, 
ever  since  they  began  to  stand 
as  they  stand  yonder  now  ? 

Just  above  where  I am  now 
sitting  is  an  obelisk,  which,  at 
this  distance,  I take  to  be  at  least  of  the  same 
antiquity  as  Cleopatra’s  Needle,  which  for  a 
thousand  years  lay  prone  in  Alexandria’s  sands, 
and  now  stands  erect  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames.  It  seems  at  a short  distance  to  bear 
hieroglyphics  partly  obliterated  by  venerable  age. 
But  what  is  it  that  I read  on  closer  inspection  ? 
What  is  the  truth  about  this  tall  monument 
which  as  seen  from  a distance  “ lifts  its  bold 
head  and  lies  ” ? It  now  reveals 
a truthful  and  melancholy 
story. 

After  all,  then,  this  wonderful 
lake  is  probably  the  youngest  in 
the  world;  it  is  not  yet  five 
years  old,  with  all  the  calm 
dignity  of  a thousand  years. 
Art  has  intentionally  assisted 
Nature  in  producing  this  air  of 
antiquity.  The  monument, 
which  is  most  substantially  built 
of  rough  dark  blue  granite,  was 
erected  “ To  the  memory  of  men 
who  have  died  while  employed  in 
the  works  of  Lake  Vyrnwy,  1880 
to  1890.  Erected  by  their  fellow 
workmen .”  It  also  bears  the 
names  of  the  men,  ten  of  whom 
were  killed,  and  thirty-four  who 
died  during  that  period. 

Monday,  July  2. — Full  of  the 
grand  exploits  which  the  elo- 
quent Mr.  G.  had  led  us  to 
anticipate,  we  start  for  the  lake. 

I took  one  boat  and  R.  and  her 
husband  another,  and  that 
nothing  should  be  wanting,  G.’s 
boatman  became  mine.  Now, 
Tom  is  a poet,  a descendant  of 
the  bards  of  old.  He  it  was  who 
celebrated,  no  doubt  in  touch- 
ing strains,  the  opening  of  this 
lake;  he  is  a frequent  prize 
winner,  and  constantly  finds  a welcome  corner 
in  the  weekly  newspaper;  but  Tom  is  very 
modest,  and  I have  not  yet  prevailed  on  him  to 
give  mo  only  a few  verses  for  tho  Fishing  Gazette, 
which,  being  in  Wolsh,  I am  suro  would  be  highly 
appreciated.  He  plays  tho  harp  “a  littlo.”  IMy 
boatman  poot  is  a giant  in  strength,  and  ho  smiles 
gently  when  I sometimes  promiso  to  throw  him 
overboard  for  not  bringing  mo  ovor  rising  fish. 
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'Pom  is  not  enthusiastic,  indeed  rather  pessi- 
mistic, he  does  not  think  the  water  propitious  for 
fishing,  gleams  of  sunshine,  he  says,  thrown  on 
troubled  waters  through  white  clouds  cause  a 
glaring  shimmer  not  good  for  fishing,  which  I 
am  sure  is  bosh ; however,  it  soon  came  on 
to  rain  heavily,  and  then  between  us,  for 
it  would  ho  invidious  to  say  which  boat  was 
most  successful,  Tom’s  or  David’s,  we  captured 
five  and  a half  brace  of  fine 
trout. 

We  did  not  regard  this  as 
much  to  brag  about,  knowing 
what  has  been  done  here,  bnt 
we  were  moderately  content, 
looking  for  better  doings  to- 
morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  3. — Attracted 
by  the  lovely  scenery  below  the 
embankment  bridge,  I employed 
this  morning  in  an  attempt  to 
rise  a trout  from  the  bright 
shallow  water  of  the  River 
Yyrnwy,  for,  notwithstanding 
the  divergence  of  its  waters  to 
Liverpool,  the  Corporation  is 
bound  to  maintain  the  river’s 
normal  supply  as  a tributary 
of  the  Severn,  but  I only  rose 
and  caught  one  trout.  Mean- 
while David  had  taken  his  pair 
of  enthusiasts  on  the  lake.  R. 
throws  the  fly  with  skill  and 
precision,  and  her  husband  is 
rapidly  becoming  an  expert 
under  her  tuition  ; but  like  my- 
self they  failed  on  this  occasion. 

The  good  and  beautiful  lake 
refused  to  yield  up  its  treasures 
of  fish,  but  not  the  less  were  they 
pleased  with  their  experience, 
paddling  around  the  lake.  Your 
correspondent,  C.  W.  G.,  was 
perhaps  not  aware  that  this  new  lake,  like  the 
old  ones,  has  already  learnt  to  be  capricious,  and  is 
not  always  to  be  successfully  wooed.  We  are 
getting  accustomed  to  finish  up  one  day  by  hope- 
fully looking  for  better  luck  on  the  morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  4. — Fishing,  according  to  our 
two  melancholy  prophets,  being  out  of  the 
question,  on  account  of  the  brilliancy  and  heat  of 
the  sun,  we  drove  up  to  the  far  end  of  the  lake 
to  assist  in  netting  three  of  the 
creeks  for  our  ancient  enemy, 
the  villainous  chub.  Here  wf 
had  good  hope  of  an  exciting 
scene,  for  it  was  only  last  week 
that  our  netsmen  (under  the 
able  superintendence  of  our 
hostess,  Miss  Davies)  hauled 
out  over  2000  chub  from  theii 
spawning  grounds.  During  the 
past  few  weeks  over  4000  ol 
these  lovely  but  despised  mon- 
sters have  been  caught  about 
here,  and  the  atmosphere  is 
still  not  sweet  over  the  spot 
where  these  tons  of  chub  lie 
buried.  Our  catch  altogether 
amounted  to  two  chub. 

Thursday,  July  5.  — Miss 
Davies — perhaps  a little  too  con- 
fident on  account  of  the  success 
which  generally  attends  her  ex- 
peditions on  the  lake— volun- 
teered to  accompany  us  for 
another  attack  on  the  chubin  the 
same  quarters;  and  so  it  hap-1 
pened  that  on  this  most  lovely 
day  we  had  another  drive  round 
the  lake,  gathering  oak  ferns  on 
our  way.  We  drove  right  upinto 
the  mountains,  and  beyond  where 
our  horses  could  go  I walked  to 
explore  the  source  of  theVyrnwy; 
for  miles  I plodded  on  through 
the  wild  mountain  pass,  t ill  at  last,  caught  in  a bog, 

I fell  slap  into  the  very  beginning  of  this  water. 
Muddy  and  rather  slimy  I returned  to  the  carriage. 

We  then  drove  on  to  the  creek  and  netted 
thirteen  chub,  and  so  ended  our  chubbing. 

On  the  road  we  found  another  bard,  for  they 
seem  to  be  as  plentiful  as  bilberries  in  these  parts. 
He  was  a fine  old  chap,  who  goes  by  the  name 
of  Tom  Richards,  he  was  engaged  in  painting 


the  Corporation  rails  which  surround  the  lake. 
Thos.  Richards  is  endowed  with  a splendid  bari- 
tone voice,  old  man  though  he  is.  He  made  the 
welkin  ring  with  that  spirited  song,  “ Hyfaen  y 
cwrw  melen,”  which  being  interpreted  means, 
“ The  cream  of  good  beer,”  then  he  gave  us 
“ Dyffryn  Clwyd,”  ‘‘The  Yale  of  Clwyd,”  and 
the  “ Men  of  Harlech  ” (of  course  in  Welsh).  He 
finished  by  giving  a carol  in  a very  touching 


Our  First  Catch  of  Chub. 


the 


strain — for  Thos.  R.  is  known  throughout 
whole  country  as  an  exquisite  carol  singei. 

Friday,  July  6th — Another  bright  day.  We 
started  off  with  lunch  in  our  boats  and  hope  in 
our  hearts  to  spend  a happy  day  at  the  far  end  of 
the  lake.  There  was  a pleasant  ripple  on  the 
water,  like  the  silvery  scales  ou  the  sides  of  a chub, 
as  we  trolled  lazily  up  the  north  shore,  drawing 
each  of  us  a poor  little  spinning  minnow  behind 
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Hotel  Yyrnwy  in  Distance.  Superintendent’s  Residence 


us,  but  drawing  no  trout  thereby.  I tried  my 
celebrated  spinner,  known  as  “ The  Derby  Killer,” 
and  he  brought  me  in  one  fine  trout,  a small 
triumph  over  the  natural  minnow  the  others  were 
trying.  When  we  reached  the  centre  of  the  lake, 
marked  by  white  posts  on  each  side,  we  put  up 
our  spinners  and  took  to  our  flies  as  in  duty 
bound — but  first  we  made  our  way  to  an  old 
ruined  chapel  which  stands  on  the  very  edge  of 


the  lake,  and  only  just  failed  of  being  swallowed 
up  when  the  great  flood  came.  .Tnst  below  us  as 
we  row  up  to  this  old  chapel  lie  the  remains  of 
the  old  church,  the  chapel,  the  “ Powys  Arms,” 
and  the  village  of  Llanwddyn.  This  old  chapel 
now  serves  as  a resting  place  for  anglers — pisca- 
torlbus  sacrum — and  here  we  rested  and  partook 
of  our  luncheon. 

Then  we  proceeded  to  Eunant  Bay,  and  fished 
from  the  shore,  but  with  small 
success,  for  time  and  season  are 
against  us.  Last  month  we 
should  have  done  wonders,  and 
so  should  we  do  next  month  if 
we  could  but  stay,  but  this 
month  the  attempt  is  useless — 
thus  are  we  comforted  by  Tom 
the  sad  poet,  and  David  the 
desponding.  The  most  interest- 
ing thing  that  happened  to  us, 
and  it  was  really  a novel  and  a 
pretty  sight,  was  R.’s  encounter 
with  the  sandpipers  on  the 
Eunant  beach,  which  shall  be 
given  in  her  own  words. 

‘‘As  I was  casting  my  flies 
from  the  beach  of  Eunant,  a 
pretty  sandpiper  flew  backwards 
and  forwards,  scolding  around 
me.  I was  not  aware  that  the 
little  mother  bird  was  speaking 
to  me,  but  it  gradually  dawned 
upon  me  that  I was  the  object 
of  her  displeasure,  that  her 
maternal  instincts  were  aroused, 
and  that  somehow  I was  keeping 
her  from  her  nest.  Still  the 
trout  were  rising,  and  all  my 
thought  was,  “ Silly  bird,  go  to 
your  home,  and  leave  me  a 
chance  for  yonder  2-pounder,” 
but  she  wouldn’t  go,  and  pre- 
sently flew  to  a rock  a yard  from 
my  feet,  seemingly  in  the  utmost  distress.  I could 
stand  it  no  longer.  Throwing  down  my  rod,  I 
called  David  to  come  and  search  for  the  nest  ; 
we  heard  a wee  cry  from  the  young  ones,  but 
although  it  seemed  to  come  from  the  ground  at 
our  feet,  we  could  not  find  the  nest,  so  gave  it 
up.  But  the  bird  was  not  happy,  nor  was  I,  for 
I felt  I was  doing  a cruel  thing  in  keeping  that 
wobegone  little  mother  from  her  chicks.  It 
was  quite  pitiful  the  way  she 
begged  me  to  go  away.  I looked 
about  again,  and  I found  that 
had  I taken  another  step  back- 
wards I should  have  hurried  a 
wee  fluffy  baby  sandpiper  out 
of  the  world ; then  I found  two 
more,  and  last,  out  of  a hole  in 
the  bank,  came  forth  another. 
I gathered  them  up  gently  and 
made  a nest  on  the  beach  with 
grass ; they  closed  their  eyes 
and  looked  so  resigned  and  sad, 
as  if  they  thought  it  was  all  up 
with  them,  and  my  heart  ached, 
for  I felt  that  I was  the  innocent 
cause  of  all  this  lamentation, 
and  mourning,  and  woe.  But 
baby  sandpipers  are  dear  little 
humbugs  ; the  instant  I left  the 
nest,  and  their  mother  called 
them,  those  half  dead  and 
frightened  little  pipers  ran  as 
fast  as  their  legs  would  carry 
them  to  the  secure  shelter  of 
their  mother’s  wings,  which  she 
spread  over  them  just  as  a hen 
does  over  her  chickens.  Sand- 
pipers nest  on  the  ground  ; they 
lay  four  eggs,  and  as  soon  as 
the  young  birds  can  walk  tbcy 
wander  away  from  home,  and 
the  anxious  mother  has  an 
anxious  time  in  keeping  an 
another,  on  the  whole  brood, 
instincts  in  the  hen  were  so 


eye,  one  after 
The  maternal 
strong  that  we  could  have  caught  her  easily  as 
she  came  boldly  up  almost  to  our  feet  to  cuddle 
and  croon  over  her  brood  of  unruly  chicks  ; and  her 
gentle  cooing  tone  towards  them  curiously  con- 
trasted with  the  shrill,  nagging  tone  she  had  used 
to  warn  me  off.”  David  vowed  he  never  saw 
such  a pretty  scene  in  all  his  life,  and  I am  sure 
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Tom  Parry  is  meditating  a poom  to  bo  called 
“ Tho  I'ipor’s  Nest”  (in  Welsh),  which,  if  it 
roaehos  fruition,  I Hhall  hope  to  include  in  this 
article  for  tho  special  edification  of  your  readers, 
particularly  of  that  largo  portion  of  them  who 
arc  acquainted  with  tho  Welsh  language. 

Saturday,  duly  7. — Not  quite  so  ploasant  a day 
as  usual.  A cold  wind  blew  over  the  lake,  which 
had  a boisterous  and  unfislmble  look.  Rose  and 
Arthur,  accompanied  by  tho  faithful  David, 
ventured  out,  and  came  back  with  two  and  a half 
brace  in  tho  morning,  and  three  and  a half  brace 
in  tho  evening — six  braco  of  fine  trout,  which 
mado  a pretty  display  on  the  hall  table. 

Up  to  last  night  and  during  the  wholo  week 
Hotel  Vyrnwy  has  been  almost  in  our  sole  posses- 
sion. Last  night  the  Water  Committee  of  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool  came  down  upon  us  in 
a body  to  examine  their  property  ana  enjoy  a 
pleasant  holiday,  and  they  could  hardly  come  to 
a pleasanter  place. 

I will  finish  up  my  record  of  this  week  by 
saying  that  the  accommodation  to  be  found  in 
Hotel  Yyrnwy  is  such  as  should  satisfy  any 
reasonable  being ; it  is  very  tastefully  furnished 
throughout,  the  table  is  exceptionally  liberal, 
and  the  cooking  is  perfect.  I should  like  em- 
phatically to  endeavour  to  dispel  what  I find  to 
be  a very  general  impression,  that  this  beautiful 
little  inland  sea  is  a mere  reservoir  and  nothing 
more.  Its  constantly  changing  panorama  is  always 
in  front  of  us,  and  the  varying  tints  of  the  sur- 
rounding hills  as  sunshine  and  shade  alternate 
are  delightful  to  gaze  upon.  Painters  of  nature 
may  find  a happy  resting-place  in  this  health- 
giving  retreat.  I am  myself  a living  proof  of  the 
bracing  atmosphere,  having  come  here  a week 
ago  in  a somewhat  dyspeptic  tone  of  body  and 
mind.  I can  now  eat  the  trout  I have  caught 
with  proper  zest,  and  at  the  present  moment  am 
prepared  to  challenge  any  member  of  the  Liver- 
pool Corporation  to  a foot  race  from  here  down 
to  yonder  bridge. 

Not  being  an  all-round  sportsman,  I have  found 
nothing  to  say  about  the  many  thousands  of  acres 
of  grouse  moors  connected  with  this  hotel,  or 
of  the  abundance  of  wildfowl  to  be  had  for  the 
shooting. 

There  is  an  excellent  tennis  lawn  for  those  who 
enjoy  that  health-giving  game,  and  a superb 
billiard  room  for  indoor  amusement.  There  is 
room  enough  and  to  spare  on  the  hillsides  for  a 
tough  golf-link,  and  a club  will  soon  be  formed 
for  this  sport. 

I should  be  very  ungrateful  were  I to  close  this 
rambling  article  without  making  some  acknow- 
ledgment to  our  most  kind  and  cheerful  hostess, 
Miss  Davies,  who  possesses  the  happy  faculty  of 
inspiring  her  guests  with  the  assurance  that  life 
is  worth  living  at  Lake  Yyrnwy. 

A RIDE  OYER  THE  MOUNTAINS. 

Tuesday,  July  10.  Yesterday  (the  9th)  wefished 
the  lake  all  day,  lazily  roaming  over  its  surface, 
rather  careless  whether  we  caught  fish  or  did  not 
catch  them,  the  total  result  being  six  brace  of 
elegant  trout. 

To-day  we  abandon  the  lake  and  are  off  in  a 
waggonette  and  pair  of  horses,  with  Miss  Davis  as 
our  guide,  for  a twenty-two  mile  drive  over  these 
wild  Welsh  mountains  to  Bala.  I wish  no  worse 
luck  to  every  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  than 
that  they  should,  in  their  turn  (with  Miss  D.astheir 
guide),  have  such  a glorious  ride  as  we  had,  for 
although  we  set  forth  earl}’  in  the  day  in  a down- 
pour of  rain  which  threatened  to  be  continuous,  it 
lasted  only  an  hour. 

The  nearest  way  to  Bala  is  fifteen  miles,  but 
we  took  the  longest,  the  wildest,  and  most  rugged, 
over  the  Eunant  and  Mo  el  y gadfa  mountains  (I 
am  not  sure  about  the  names  of  my  mountains),  a 
ride  which  made  our  hearts  rejoice,  for  the  air  was 
delicious  and  the  scenery  superb.  I am  sure  there 
is  nothing  finer  in  Wales  than  the  grand  view 
one  gets  of  the  vale  of  Dinas  Mawddwy  from  the 
Junction-road,  on  the  top  of  the  pass  of 
Bwlehygroes,  where  we  halted  to  rest  our  horses, 
and  be  refreshed  ourselves  from  the  generous 
basket  which  Miss  D.  had  thoughtfully  provided. 

Turning  northwards  at  the  junction,  with  our 
backs  on  tho  beautiful  valley,  and  frequently 
enjoying  long  walks  up  the  steep  ascents,  we, 
after  many  miles  of  winding,  downward  ways, 
found  ourselves  at  the  village  of  Jdanunjchllyn. 
Here  it  was  that  we  met  old  Jenny  Jones,  who,  in 


her  youthful  days,  “ when  George  tho  Fourth  was 
King,”  must  have  rivalled  her  namesake  of  “Tho 
Vale  of  Llangollen  ” for  grace  and  beauty.  She 
wore  the  national  costume  (now  rapidly  dis- 
appearing) and  stood  a snap  shot  from  A.’s 
“ Kodak  ” with  graceful  dignity. 

On  tho  roadside  which  runs  along  the  beautiful 
lake  of  Bala,  it  a romarkable  object  called  “The 
Trinity  Tree.”  Out  of  a stem  of  oak  spring  a 
mountain  ash  and  a birch  tree,  all  three  now  in 
full  foliage. 

Bala  Lalce,  tho  wholo  length  of  which  wo  passed 
along  on  the  western  side,  is  not  by  two  hundred 
acres  so  largo  as  Lalce  Vyrnwy,  nor  is  the 
scenery  which  immediately  surrounds  it  so 
imposing.  The  fishing  there  is  said  to  be  good, 
and  would  bo  better  but  for  tho  numerous  pike, 
which  want  thinning  out. 

That  was  a stout  pair  of  horses  that  drew  four 
of  us  and  a weighty,  steady  coachman  (always 
addressed  as  “ J ohnny  ” by  Miss  D.)  up  and  down 
those  mountain  sides,  and  landed  us  safely  at  the 
Plascoch  Hotel,  Bala.  This  is  one  of  the  quaintest 
hotels  imaginable,  combining  all  the  good  features 
of  an  ancient  hostelry  with  all  the  last  modern 
appliances.  Here  are  fine  old  Chippendale  tables, 
ancient  carved  oak  chests  and  bedsteads,  and 
priceless  old  china.  Here,  in  the  hall,  a venerable 
harpist,  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  Wales, 
delighted  our  ears  with  the  most  charming 
melodies. 

We  could  not  stay  the  night,  or  I might  have 
been  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
who  once  slept  on  one  of  these  bedsteads  on  the 
occasion  of  a memorable  visit  to  a neighbouring 
mansion.  This  hotel  belongs  to,  and  is  well 
looked  after  by,  our  own  hostess  of  The  Vyrnwy, 
the  indefatigable  Miss  D. 

It  may  be  incidentally  mentioned  that  wild 
Wales  is  now  about  to  enter  info  serious  rivalry 
with  Scotland  and  Ireland  in  the  matter  of 
whisky ; the  new  Welsh  whisky  is  to  surpass 
old  Irish  and  old  Scotch  in  purity,  strength, 
delicacy  of  flavour,  and  any  other  good  qualities 
there  may  be  that  go  to  make  most  excellent  toddy. 
This  is,  of  course,  bold  assertion  without  proof. 

I do  not  pretend  to  be  an  adequate  judge.  I will 
only  say  that  the  sample  I tasted  was  very  good, 
but  being  only  a thimbleful,  was  not  enough  to 
inspire  me  with  proper  eloquence.  Here  it  was,  in 
a cellar,  that  we  were  permitted  to  have  a private 
view  of  a puncheon  of  the  new  liquor,  oak- 
polished  and  silver-hooped,  which  the  Freemasons 
of  Bala  are  about  to  present  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  their  Grand  Master,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  approaching  visit  to  Rhyl. 

As  a curious  coincidence,  this  old  town  of  Bala, 
so  soon  to  become  celebrated  for  its  whisky,  is 
also  destined  to  become  more  celebrated  for  its 
water.  We  are  told  here  that  London,  bitterly 
disappointed  at  the  loss  of  our  Vyrnwy,  has  now 
decided  to  seize  upon  Bala  Lake  and  carry  its 
water  as  well  as  its  whisky  to  Babylon.  A great 
dam,  like  the  one  I look  down  upon  now  from 
Hotel  Vyrnwy,  is  to  be  formed  below  the  old  town, 
and  the  water  will  rise  mountains  high,  and  that 
charming  old  town,  its  curious  hotels,  churches, 
and  chapels,  will  disappear  “like  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a vision.”  Just  as  yonder  village  of 
Llanwyddan  lies  hidden  in  this  lake.  But  a new 
Bala  will  arise  on  the  mountain  sides,  and  its 
whisky  and  its  water  will  flourish  for  ever. 

It  was  nearly  seven  o’clock  before  we  could  tear 
ourselves  away  from  Bala,  and  then,  by  the  toss 
of  a penny,  we  were  destined  to  return  by  an 
equally  circuitous  route,  which  led  us  over  the 
Berwyn  Mountains  by,  if  possible,  a still  more 
picturesque  route  than  the  one  by  which  we  had 
arrived. 

Passing  up  the  mountain  side  we  had  glorious 
views  of  many  other  mountains — Gader  Idris, 
towering  highest  away  off  westward,  and  Arran 
Mawddwy,  the  second  highest  in  Wales,  which  lifts 
its  eloudeapped  head  above  the  hills  surrounding 
Lake  Vyrnwy.  Then  down  yonder  at  our  feet  we 
trace  the  river  Dee  winding  its  way  through  the 
Vale  of  Edeirion,  said  to  be  the  most  lovely  in 
the  principality.  Yonder  is  the  noble  castle  of 
Pale  nestling  in  the  woods  and  looking  down  the 
vale.  Here  it  was  that  Her  Majesty  spent  some 
days  in  tho  year  1889,  and  pronounced  the  sur- 
rounding scenery  as  the  most  charming  she  had 
over  seen,  which  gracious  words  have  made  tho 
inhabitants  very  proud. 

And  so  our  horses  plodded  stondily  up  stoops 


and  down  inclines  and  across  undulating  moors, 
and  the  night  came  slowly  on,  till  twilight 
deepened  into  darkness,  and  nothing  could  be 
seen,  and  nothing  heard  but  the  steady  tramp  of 
our  horses,  the  clatter  of  our  own  tongues,  the 
occasional  bark  of  a sheepdog,  and  the  bleating 
of  a mountain  sheep  in  the  distance,  the  clucking 
cries  of  grouse  in  the  bilberry  bushes  away  up  on 
the  mountain  sides.  An  occasional  star  twinkled 
through  the  clouds,  but  the  moon  on  its  down- 
ward course  failed  to  cast  a glimmer  of  light 
through  its  curtain  of  blackness  till  it  rested  on 
the  distant  mountain  tops,  over  which  for  a few 
minutes  it  threw  a grand  display  of  fireworks, 
and  then  sank  down,  leaving  us  in  darkness  still 
more  visible. 

Our  steady  horses  knew  every  step  of  the  road, 
and  they  trotted  down  steep  inclines  where  a 
swerve  of  a foot  or  two  to  right  or  left  would  have 
sent  us  all  whirling  into  space. 

At  the  foot  of  Berwyn  we  came  down  upon  the 
important  mining  village  of  Llangynog,  where  we 
gave  our  trusty  steeds  a refreshing  meal  of  bran 
mash. 

Somewhere  up  yonder  in  the  darkness  above 
this  village  lies  Penant  Melangcll,  the  “ City  of 
Refuge.” 

’Tis  a church  in  a vale, 

Whereby  hangs  a tale 

How  a hare  being  pressed  by  the  dogs  was  much 
distressed, 

The  huntsman  coming  nigh, 

And  the  dogs  in  full  cry, 

Looked  about  for  someone  to  defend  her  ; 

And  saw  just  in  time. 

As  it  now  comes  pat  in  rhyme, 

A saint  of  the  feminine  gender. — Southey. 

The  poor  hare  found  refuge  under  the  saint’s 
petticoats.  This  good  saint  was  called  Monacella. 
The  princely  huntsman,  it  is  said,  was  so  im- 
pressed, that  he  endowed  an  abbey,  of  which  she 
became  the  abbess. 

The  darkness  of  our  way  was  here  and  there 
brilliantly  lighted  up  by  innumerable  glow  worms 
shining  forth  to  attract  their  mates,  and  they 
really  served  as  lights  to  our  feet  and  lamps  to 
our  path  in  the  deepening  darkness. 

We  reached  Hotel  Vyrnwy  at  eleven  o’clock, 
our  single  pair  of  horses  having  carried  us  over 
hill  and  dale  for  more  than  forty  miles,  a most 
pleasant  excursion,  which  none  of  us  will  ever 
forget. 

Thursday,  July  12.  A showery  morning,  with 
alternate  sunshine  and  a continuous  cold  wind. 
We  visited  the  trout  breeding  ponds  which  the 
late  proprietor  of  this  hotel,  Mr.  Ward,  has  esta- 
blished up  yonder  on  the  hill  side.  The  young  fry 
and  yearlings  in  the  smaller  ponds  are  in  flourish- 
ing condition.  There  is  one  small  pond  containing 
about  3500  yearling  trout  which  presented  a most 
lively  appearance;  they  are  exclusively  of  the 
good  old  Vyrnwy  breed,  playful  and  frisky,  taking 
the  food  thrown  into  them  and  following  the  man 
in  charge  round  the  side  with  the  utmost  apparent 
glee;  these  are  the  sort  of  fish  that  will  know 
how  to  rise  to  the  fly  when  they  take  their  turn 
next  February  to  go  out  into  the  lake. 

In  the  larger  pond  and  other  tanks  there  are 
some  thousands  of  yearlings,  two-year-olds,  and 
smaller,  which  will  also  go  to  increase  the  swarm 
in  Lake  Vyrnwy.  These  native  trout  grow 
faster,  and  thrive  better,  than  the  fish  imported 
from  Loch  Leven.  Unfortunately,  on  account  of 
their  pluck,  they  are  the  very  fish  that  first  get 
into  trouble  in  the  lake.  The  keeper  is  of 
opinion  that  nearly  all  of  them  that  were  put  in 
a year  ago  have  fallen  victims  to  the  rod  and 
line  and  imitation  flies,  while  the  Loch  Leven 
trout  mostly  come  to  the  minnow,  and  do  not 
rise  well.  Nor  are  they  to  be  compared  in 
plumpness  to  the  natives,  and  generally  arrive 
lanky  and  listless,  as  if  life  in  Lake  Vyrnwy  was 
not  good  for  them.  The  cross-bred  fish  are 
better  fighters;  and,  doubtless,  in  course  of  a 
a short  time  the  old  stock  will  come  to  the  front 
as  a survival  of  the  fittest.  It  may  be  added  that 
the  yearly  turn-out  from  these  hatcheries  amounts 
to  about  sixty  thousand  fry. 

Friday,  July  13. — As  I sit  basking  in  the  sun 
facing  tho  lake  on  this  bright  morning,  three 
merry  maidens  come  tripping  down  tho  road  with 
rakes  on  their  shoulders — they  aro  going  a-hay- 
making  up  yonder  on  tho  hillside — and  now  I 
hear  their  pleasant  laughter  as  thoy  flit  about  tho 
hayfiold  now  raking  up  the  fragments  that 
remain  aftor  tho  cocks  bavo  boon  loaded  on  tho 
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sleighs,  and  now  flirting  with  the  swains  who 
are  pitching  and  loading.  A.  and  R.  are  off  on 
the  lake  for  the  last  time  on  the  look  out  for  a 
last  dish  of  trout,  which  they  fortunately 
succeeded  in  getting.  They  brought  in  six  brace 
of  trout,  which  will  accompany  them  home 
to-morrow.  I meanwhile  take  a last  stroll  over 
the  hills  for  a chat  with  the  birds.  I fancy  that 
nearly  all  English  birds  are  to  be  found  round 
this  lake.  I made  acquaintance  with  all  my  old 
friends  and  some  new  ones  — the  Mountain 
Brummar,  locally  so  called,  among  others. 

Our  wild  Welsh  visit  is  now  drawing  to  a close, 
and  I can  but  hope  that  the  random  notes  of  my 
own  very  pleasant  experiences  may  induce  many 
others  to  try  a like  experiment.  I have  no 
motive  for  belauding  this  place,  and  certainly  not 
the  faintest  ground  for  decrying  it.  I can  only 
hope  that  all  who  may  come  here  may  derive  as 
much  pleasure  from  their  visit  as  we  have  done 
who  are  now  regretfully  leaving  it. 

P.S. — Tom  Parry,  not  feeling  quite  equal  to  a 
poem  on  the  sandpiper’s  nest,  has  just  sent  the 
following  lines,  which  speak  for  themselves : — 
“LLYN  Y VYRNWY” 

(Lake  Vyrnwy). 

Hardd  groew  loew  fawr  Lyn — a welir 
Ar  waelod  Llanwddyn 
Roedd  yn  bod  i ddod  i ddyn 
Yn  barod  yn  y Berwyn. 

“ Gwrthglawdd  y Vyrnwy  ” 

(“  The  dam  of  the  Vyrnwy  ”). 

Ceir  urddas  gwmpaa  y gwych  gampwaith-hwn 
Ac  ynddo  orchestwaith  ; 

A gwir  enwog  gywrainwaith 
Beri’n  gryf  heb  yr  nn  graith. 

Lake  Vyrnwy.  Tom  Parry. 


YORKSHIRE  ANGLING  RESORTS. 

By  Francis  M.  Walbran. 

There  is  probably  no  other  county  in  England, 
excepting  perhaps  Derbyshire,  which  offers  such 
advantages  to  the  wandering  angler  as  the  one  of 
which  I am  proud  to  be  a native,  bred  and  born. 
Ever  since  I was  old  enough  to  hold  a rod,  and 
that  was  a willow  stick  to  commence  with,  have 
I loved  its  crystal  streams  and  picturesque 
scenery.  I have  wandered  further  afield  into 
rugged  Cumberland,  with  its  red  sandstone  tors 
and  glorious  Eden ; I have  strolled  by  the  side  of 
the  placid  Test  and  watched  friend  Halford  lure 
the  mighty  trout  and  grayling  from  its  waters  ; 
I have  waded  up  the  tiny  Welsh  streams,  and 
filled  my  pannier  with  the  game  little  trout  that 
inhabit  them,  and  for  more  than  fifteen  years 
have  I visited  Derbyshire  and  thrown  the  fly  on 
Wye,  Derwent,  and  Dove,  but  somehow  I am 
always  pleased  to  return  to  the  old  love,  and 
revisit  all  my  old  familiar  haunts,  every  one  of 
which  is  like  a home.  As  the  season  has  arrived 
when  toiling  humanity,  in  the  shape  of  anglers 
who  for  eleven  months  in  the  year  are  closely 
confined  to  office  and  counting-house,  begin  to 
think  of  taking  their  well  earned  holiday,  I write 
the  present  article.  The  wife  suggests  the  seaside, 
but  Piscator  has  in  view  certain  brawling  rivers 
overhung  with  cool  verdure  and  walled  in  on 
either  side  by  grey  rocks  bright  with  ferns  and 
foxglove ; he  wants  rest,  not  the  bustle  of  the 
crowded  pier,  the  blare  of  a brazen  band,  and  the 
eternal  ting,  ting,  ting  of  the  Ethiopian  banjo. 
So  a compromise  is  made,  and  madam  departs 
with  the  children  to  the  seaside,  while  Piscator, 
armed  with  his  rods,  nets,  basket,  and  a small  valise, 
takes  train  for  some  little  rustic  village  in  Derby- 
shire, Devonshire,  or  Yorkshire,  as  the  case  may 
be,  far  away  from  the  noisy  town  with  its  ever- 
lasting Babel  of  sale  and  barter,  at  peace  with 
himself  and  all  mankind.  Let  me  introduce  you, 
my  friends,  to  a few  of  the  favourite  stations  in 
my  native  county.  Leaving  Leeds  at  3.15  p.m. 
by  the  Midland  express  you  can  be  walking  up 
the  quaint  old  main  street  of  Hawes  at  6.30, 
breathing  the  pure,  fresh,  moorland  air,  and 
speculating  on  the  morrow’s  sport.  The  Crown 
Hotel  I can  honestly  recommend.  How  many 
happy  hours  have  I spent  there  in  company  with 
some  of  the  best  anglers  in  the  district,  the 
angling  tales  that  I have  listened  to,  the 
marvellous  character  of  which  increased  percep- 
tibly as  the  evening  wore  on  and  the  Scotch  had 
circulated  pretty  freely. 

“Jimmy”  Blades  is  the  river  watcher  for  the 
Hawes  Angling  Association,  and  also  attends 


visitors ; a better  angler  or  a more  observant  one 
never  breathed,  and  a day  spent  in  his  company 
is  certain  to  be  repeated.  How  often  have  I 
heard  his  whistle  when  wading  in  the  middle 
of  the  river,  and  on  coming  ashore  found  that 
he  had  come  to  show  me  the  killing  fly,  or  exhibit 
a specimen  trout  or  grayling  that  he  had  just 
landed.  Day  tickets  on  this  length  of  the  Yore 
are  Is.  each,  or  less  per  week ; there  are  twelve 
miles  of  the  main  stream  and  its  tributaries. 

Four  miles  below  Hawes,  nestling  in  the  valley 
among  the  hills,  stands  Bainbridge,  and  close  to 
the  river  will  be  found  that  most  comfortable  of 
resting  places,  the  Rose  and  Crown.  Askrigg  is 
the  station,  and  a trap  can  be  sent  to  convey 
yourself  and  belongings  to  the  hotel.  As  you 
ascend  the  hill  leading  up  from  the  bridge  you 
catch  sight  of  a rod  and  net  reclining  against 
the  rose-clad  porch  while  its  owner  refreshes 
himself  with  a draught  of  home  brewed.  Miss 
Hessletine  comes  out  to  welcome  you,  and  a 
smiling  damsel  of  twenty  summers  leads  you  to 
a room,  where  a table  set  out  with  spotless  napery 
and  bright  flowers  prepares  you  for  a hearty 
meal. 

“Much  sport  lately  P ” you  inquire,  as  standing 
in  the  red-curtained  little  bar  you  take  “just  a 
nip  of  gin  and  bitters,”  profered  to  you  by  Miss 
H.  “Very  fair,”  responds  the  hostess,  “two 
gentlemen  from  London  were  returning  this 
morning,  but  stayed  to  have  a day  with  you,” 
and  so  on.  Then  a pleasant  evening  spent  in  the 
snug  little  parlour  with  the  two  aforesaid  anglers. 
The  conversation  is  interesting,  the  whisky  and 
cigars  good,  so  the  hours  slip  away,  and  it  is  some- 
where in  the  “ wee  sma’  hours  ayant  the  twal’  ” 
when  we  take  up  our  chamber  candles  and  say 
“ good  night.”  The  Askrigg  water  lies  below  the 
bridge,  so  you  can  take  your  choice,  either  the 
Hawes  water  above,  or  the  one  below,  which  can 
be  fished  on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  per  day.  I should 
mention  that  on  the  latter  no  wading  is  allowed, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Winn  is  the  secretary  of  the  club,  and 
Mr.  J.  Skidmore  the  noted  angler  of  the  district. 
Below  Askrigg  the  water  is  strictly  preserved  by 
the  occupant  of  Swainthwaite  Hall,  Sir  William 
Chaytor,  and  Lord  Bolton  ; the  latter  sometimes 
will  grant  a day’s  permission  below  Wensley 
Bridge  down  to  Leyburn.  At  Coon  Bridge  the 
picturesque  little  Cover  joins  the  Yore,  and 
a short  length  may  be  fished  by  staying 
at  the  Coon  Bridge  Inn.  The  Cover  is  a 
lovely  little  stream  well  stocked  with  both  trout 
and  grayling.  Many  happy  days  have  I spent  upon 
its  banks  in  company  with  my  genial  friend  Mr. 
J.  E.  Miller,  of  Middleham,  who  knows  every 
inch  of  the  water.  From  Jervaulx  to  Markham 
there  is  no  fishing  obtainable,  but  if  the  angler  is 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  apartments  at  Mr. 
Jackson’s,  the  Mill  House,  he  may  obtain  a day  or 
two’s  fishing  above  the  town;  the  accommodation 
is,  however,  limited,  so  due  notice  must  be  given. 
The  Aldborough  Hall  water,  which  ajoins  Lord 
Masham’s,  is  strictly  preserved,  and  then  you 
come  to  the  upper  limit  of  the  Tanfield  Club’s 
water,  which  extends  for  seven  miles  down 
stream.  If  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  know  one 
of  the  members  a day  ticket  may  be  purchased 
for  2s.  6d.,  but  the  member  giving  it  must 
accompany  you.  The  scenery  on  this  portion  of 
the  Yore  is  almost  beyond  description,  rocky 
glens,  towering  woods,  rippling  streams,  which 
make  the  ardent  angler  long  for  his  rod.  The  lovely 
grounds  of  Hackfall,  beautified  with  cascades, 
grottos,  and  winding  walks,  constitute  a combina- 
tion which  would  be  difficult  to  beat  throughout 
the  whole  of  England.  At  Mickley,  in  the  centre 
of  the  club’s  water,  are  two  comfortable  inns ; 
and  at  Tanfield  itself  the  Bruce  Arms  is 
indeed  a model  anglers’  rest.  The  landlord, 
Mr.  Cherice,  is  an  ardent  angler,  and  his  wife  is 
never  ceasing  in  her  efforts  to  make  the  sojourner 
there  “ at  home.”  I have  visited  this  hostelry 
for  over  thirty  years  and  seen  many  changes. 
Whenever  I enter  the  snug  little  bar  some  red- 
letter  day  comes  to  my  mind ; also  many  a 
remembrance  of  departed  friends  who  have  spent 
many  happy  days  there  in  my  company.  My 
good  friend  “Red  Spinner”  in  one  of  his  delightful 
angling  articles  some  years  ago  declared  that  I 
loved  the  Yore  at  Tanfield  as  an  Arab  does  his 
steed,  and  that  I had  confided  to  him  a wish  that 
when  the  time  came  when  the  great  fisherman 
Death  landed  me  in  his  net,  that  my  final  resting 
place  should  be  in  the  peaceful  old  churchyard 


on  the  banks  of  the  Yore  at  Tanfield.  Such  is 
my  wish,  and  so  it  would  be  of  any  angler  who 
bore  the  same  happy  recollections  of  that 
beautiful  little  village  that  I do.  Next  comes 
the  length  of  six  miles  strictly  preserved  by  Sir 
Reginald  Graham,  and  then  we  arrive  at  my 
birthplace,  dear  old  Ripon.  Four  miles  of  the 
Yore  and  about  one  mile  of  its  tributary  the 
Stall  can  be  fished  on  payment  of  Is.  fid.  per  day. 
This  is  preserved  by  the  Ripon  Angling  Associa- 
tion and  is  full  of  grayling,  dace,  chub,  and  pike  ; 
there  are  a few  trout,  but  not  many,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  breeding  becks.  The  Studley  Royal 
Hotel,  kept  by  an  old  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Knowles, 
is  a very  comfortable  house,  and  apart  from  fish- 
ing, there  are  many  attractions  in  the  district  in 
the  shape  of  Studley  Park,  Fountains  Abbey,  and 
Ripon  Cathedral.  Mem. — This  is  just  the  place 
to  take  the  ladies  to,  as  they  cannot  then  condemn 
angling  as  a selfish  sport,  because  you  provide 
them  with  plenty  of  amusement  during  your 
long  day  on  the  river.  As  I know  that  this 
special  summer  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
full  of  literary  matter  of  great  interest,  I will 
not  take  up  more  of  its  space,  but  will  give  my 
readers  further  notes  on  the  remainder  of  the 
Yore  and  all  the  other  rivers  in  the  county  in  a 
future  number. 

(To  be  continued.) 


IN  PRAISE  OF  FISHING. 

What  though  the  wind  for  days  hath  blown 
From  south-sou’-west  to-night  has  flown 
To  dead  north-east,  shall  I bemoan, 

Though  I’m  going  out  a-fishing? 

Sufficient  that  for  one  long  day 
My  path  bestrew’d  with  joy  will  lay 
By  many  a nook  and  sweet  by-way 
Where  I go  out  a-fishing. 

I know  that  there  the  sun  will  shine, 

The  sky  a kindlier  look  incline, 

The  birds  will  sing,  the  trees  entwine, 

Where  I go  out  a-fishing. 

In  those  deep  ghylls  are  restful  spots, 

All  studded  with  forget-me-nots, 
Marsh-mallow,  fern,  and  speedwell  knots, 
Where  I go  out  a-fishing. 

The  chaffinch,  too,  with  lusty  lung. 

The  whitethroat’s  hymn  more  softly  sung, 
The  thrush  and  blackbird — music  strung, 
From  trees  where  I’m  a-fishing. 

In  pools  whose  silent  depths  contain 
Full  many  a trout,  my  skill  again, 

I’ll  try  with  hand  and  heart  amain 
When  I go  out  a-fishing. 

I note  the  cattle  in  the  fields, 

The  bounteous  crops  Dame  Nature  yields, 
’Midst  which  his  scythe  the  farmer  wields, 
Where  I go  out  a-fishing. 

I watch  the  shadows  on  the  bill, 

T hear  the  tinkling  of  a rill, 

The  curlew’s  cry,  sandpiper’s  trill. 

Where  I go  out  a-fishing. 

And  when,  perchance,  fair  Fortune  smiles 
On  Patience,  exercising  wiles, 

To  basket  some  few  trout  beguiles, 

Then  I rejoice  whilst  fishing. 

Content  with  chosen  friend  to  stray 
Throughout  the  lengthen’d  summer’s  day, 
And  at  its  close  lie  down  to  say, 

Where’s  joy  like  that  o’  fishing. 

When  brain  is  tired,  life’s  current  low, 

And  daily  tasks  more  irksome  grow, 

How  sweet  all  to  the  winds  to  throw. 

And  sally  forth  a-fishing  ! 

Then  here’s  to  that  blithe-hearted  He, 

Of  age  remote,  whoe’er  may  be, 

His  mem’ry  warm  and  fresh  keep  we, 

Who  first  with  rod  went  fishing. 

E.  E.  H. 


Octave  Uzanne,  (author  of  “ The  Fan,”  has 
written  for  the  August  Scribner  a fanciful  story 
entitled  “ The  End  of  Books,”  in  which  he  de- 
scribes the  impending  condition  of  affairs  when 
all  books  and  newspapers  will  bo  reproduced  by 
phonographs  instead  of  by  type — with  the  accom- 
panying changes  in  the  art  of  binding,  editing, 
bookselling,  &c.  The  fanciful  illustrations  are 
by  Robida. 
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Whore  the  greedy  trout  doth  lie 
Heady  for  the  ensnaring  fly. 


* J1y  Celtic  Waters.  Ily  C.  K.  London  : J.  Davy 
and  Sons,  Drydrn  Press,  137,  Long  Acre,  W.C. 


The  Alpine  Bridge  over  the  Ithon. 


Landing  a 1|lb.  Trout. 

perusal  of  “ By  Celtic  Waters.”  The  author,  in 
a pleasant  style,  tells  of  the  fishing  on  the  river 
Ithon  in  Radnorshire,  on  the  Teme  and 
Lugg,  as  well  as  the  Wye  and  the  streams 
round  about  Rhayader.  The  chapters  on 
the  fishing  on  the  various  loughs  in  the 
wilds  of  Donegal,  are,  however,  the  most 
charming  in  the  book,  being  interspersed 
with  choice  stories  of  Irish  life  and 
peculiarities. 

Two  portions  of  the  book,  namely  “A 
Radnorshire  Arcadia,”  and  “ In  the  Wilds 
of  Donegal,”  first  saw  light  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  it  is  because  of  their  excep- 
tional interest  they  have  been  inserted  in 
this  book.  These  reminiscences  of  holiday 
jaunts  are  considerably  enhanced  by  a 
charming  selection  of  views,  which  are 
the  result  of  the  author’s  experience  with 
camera  and  paint  brush,  and  some  of 
which  we  here  reproduce,  by  kind  per- 
mission of  the  publishers,  Messrs.  J.  Davy 
and  Sons. 

Referring  to  the  Ithon  and  its  tribu- 
taries, the  author  says : “ They  are  excellent 
for  trout  in  the  spring  months,  yet  these 
streams  are  not  without  their  drawbacks. 

They  are  infested  with  large  chub,  which, 
do  what  you  will,  continue  to  hook  them- 
selves firm  and  secure,  and  insist  on  being 
towed  to  land  like  logs  of  wood.  Chub 
after  chub  we  caught  and  hurled  back 
again  until  our  arms  grew  weary  and  our  eyes 
simply  loathed  the  sight  of  them.”  The  author 


“ I have  always  found  the  best  flies  to  use  here 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  are  the  March  Brown, 
Orange  Partridge,  Claret-bodied  Blue,  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Spinner,  and  Jones’  Infallible.  Later  on 
— Yellow  Patridge,  Red  Spinner,  Red  Palmer, 
Marlow  Buzz,  Stone- fly,  Black  Gnat,  Cowdung, 
and  Coch-y-Bondhu.  The  fish  seem  to  prefer 
plenty  of  tinsel  about  the  dressing  of  the  flies. 
There  is  no  necessity  to  use  very  fine  tackle, 
indeed  in  many  respects  it  is  a positive  drawback 
to  do  so,  for  the  river  is  so  full  of  stones,  rocks, 
and  stubs,  that  fine  tackle  gives  the  fish  every 
chance  of  escaping.  Doubtless  you  would  get 
more  rises,  but  with  coarse  tackle  more  fish 
would  be  grassed. 


II Y CELTIC  WATERS  * 

The  angler  who  is  fond  of  reading  piscatorial 
foats  and  experiences  cannot  fail  to  enjoy  the 


somewhat  despises  the  chub,  as  many  trout  fishers 
do,  but  there  is  no  denying  that  a large  chub  gives 
good  sport  when  first  hooked  though  he  dies 
tamely.  The  haunt  of  the  chub  is  near  the 
Alpine  Bridge  over  the  Ithon. 

“ Our  favourite  stroteh  of  the  Ithon  for  trout,” 
say  the  author,  “ necessitates  a long  three  mile 
wnllc  across  country,  but  when  in  good  trim 
one  hails  with  delight  such  a tramp  on  a lovely 
spring  morning  across  the  glistening  fields,  along 
the  narrow  path,  through  tho  wood,  over  the 
bleak  hills,  finishing  up  with  a good  scramble 
down  over  stone  walls  and  hedges  into  tho 
sequestered  valley  where  winds  the  silvery 
stream.  In  cold  blood,  brogues,  waders,  creel, 
fishing  rod,  and  sundries,  would  prove  serious 
impediments — but  it  is  not  so  when  one  strains 
with  light  heart  towards  the  goal — 


even  when  the  fish  refused  to  sport,  with  Jimmy 
(the  fisherman  help  and  guide)  by  our  side — a 
true  typo  he  was  of  the  garrulous  Irishman — and 


“ With  plenty  of  water  and  a fine  breezy 
morning,  we  had  a good  day’s  sport  by  the 
Cefnllys  Church,  several  of  our  fish  being  over 
lib.  in  weight.” 

But  whilst  fishing,  the  author  is  much  troubled 
by  other  anglers,  who  make  inquiries  concerning 
what  fly  he  is  using,  and  he  is  somewhat  riled 
thereat.  He  is  also  fearful  lest  he  should  find  some 
other  individual  flogging  his  favourite  stream. 
This  may  perhaps  be  excusable,  as  C.  K.  is  rather 
sensitive,  and  if  the  stream  be  clear  and  the 
trout  shy,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  two  fisher- 
men to  be  successful  if  fishing  a short  stretch  of 
water. 

“ We  all  have  our  little  failings,”  says  C.  K., 
“ but  withal  we  are  happy  in  them,”  then  follows 
a choice  quotation,  “ My  crown  is  in  my  heart — 
not  set  with  diamonds  and  Indian  stones  : my 
crown  is  called  content,  a crown  it  is  which 
seldom  kings  enjoy.”  After  a tale  of  a black 
lamb  with  no  relation  to  its  caudal  appendage, 
the  few  days’  fishing  in  Radnorshire  are  ended. 

Passing  over  to  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  writer 
is  not  long  before  he  is  “ In  the  Wilds  of 
Donegal.”  “ Hero  you  are,”  he  says,  “ in  tho 
wild  highland  scenery,  and  as  you  cross  Lough 
Swilly  the  mountains  tower  above  you  on  all 
sides.  Never  did  time  hang  heavy  on  our  hands, 


we  would  listen  with  wrapt  attention  to  his 
marvellous  stories,  and  drink  them  in  like  a 
parched  and  thirsty  soil  does  the  summer 
rain.”  'Here  is  a specimen:  “Jimmy, 
armed  with  a duck  gun,  was  shooting  on 
the  banks  of  Lough  Fern.  He  discharged 
the  deadly  weapon  into  a flock  of  teal 
and  killed  nineteen,  and  in  so  doing  the 
ramrod  flew  out  and  gave  a salmon  its 
quietus ; the  recoil  was  so  great  (and  no 
wonder)  that  Jimmy  was  knocked  on 
to  a furze  bush  under  which  two  hares 
happened  to  be  sitting — both  of  these 
were  killed.  Thus  Jimmy’s  one  shot 
accounted  for  nineteen  teal,  two  hares, 
and  a salmon — a curiously  mixed  bag.” 
We  are  then  taken  to  Lough  Dhu,  which 
is  a small  sheet  of  water  about  half  a mile 
long  and  three  hundred  yards  broad — the 
water  being  intensely  clear,  for  it  is  all 
spring.  “The  trout,”  says  the  author, 
“ are  quite  pink,  and  the  most  delicately 
flavoured  of  any  I have  yet  come  across  ; 
but  they  are  certainly  bad  risers,  and  you 
will  scarcely  ever  catch  more  than  a 
dozen  of  them.  A |lb.  fish  will  give  you 
as  much  trouble  as  a pounder  in  another 
lough — they  are  game  to  the  last.  They 
run  from  3oz.  to  2|lb.,  but  a fish  of  the 
latter  weight  is  a great  exception.” 

Experiences  on  Lough  Swilly,  the 
Lennan,  and  Lough  Keel,  are  then  related 
and  followed  by  something  concerning  “ Sweet 
Lough  Fern.”  “ It  is  now  undoubtedly  over- fished, 


Our  Favourite  Stretch  on  the  Ithon. 
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and  sharing  the  fate  of  all  free  water.  There 
were  always  five  or  six  boats  out,  indeed  more  on 
favourable  days.  The  trout  we  caught  were  nice 


Rhayader— Cwm  Elan  Bridue  and  Palls. 

sizable  ones,  half-pounders  or  so,  yet  we  never 
got  hold  of  anything  over  lib.,  nor  did  we 
see  any  in  the  baskets  of  other  anglers.” 

Jimmy  appears  to  be  almost  in- 
valuable to  the  anglers  who  visit 
Donegal,  and  he  has  many  amusing 
stories  to  tell.  The  author  says  : 

“ He  told  us  of  an  incident  in  duck 
shooting  which  only  happens  once  in 
the  lifetime  of  a chosen  few.  The 
scene  was  his  cabin  at  the  close  of 
day — he  was  boiling  something  in  a 
pot  on  the  fire,  when  down  the  chimney 
came  a whirring  noise  as  of  wild  duck 
flying  over.  A glance  up  the  wide 
and  smoky  aperture  confirmed  this, 
and,  seizing  his  loaded  gun,  which 
stood  close  at  hand,  he  fired,  and  was 
unexpectedly  rewarded  by  seeing  two 
plump  ducks  fall  gracefully  down  the 
chimney  into  the  boiling  water. 

“ ‘ And  I suppose,’  said  F.  R.  B., 
with  an  innocent  face,  but  a twinkle 
in  his  eye,  ' I suppose  that  the  flame 
of  the  fire  sizzled  their  feathers  off 
as  they  came  down  r ’ 

“ ‘Indaad  you’re  just  roight  there,’ 
said  our  friend  and  mentor,  and  from 
the  bows  of  the  boat  there  came  an 
incredulous  chuckle,  which  Jimmy 
pretended  not  to  hear. 

“ Anyone  who  has  an  eye  for  the  ridiculous 
has  plenty  to  attract  his  attention  in  the  wilds  of 
Donegal.” 


Thel  Teme  is  the  virtual  home  of  the  author’ 
for  he. was  born  and  bred  on  its  banks,  and  though 
he  has  often  strayed  from  his  native  place,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  he  still  has  pleasant  recollec- 
tions of  the  haunts  of  his  youth.  “ At  Ludlow,” 
he  says,  “ four  weirs  hold  the  water  up,  and 
occasionally  under  these  some  large  trout  are 
captured,  especially  in  the  deeper  water  at 
Ludford ; but  here  and  all  down  the  Steventon 
and  Hucks  Barn  water  the  Teme  is  not  much 
cared  for,  and  suffers  from  a plethora  of  anglers, 
and,  I fear,  poachers  also.  My  experience  is  that 
from  Ludford  to  Ashford  Bridge  the  water  is 
far  better  for  trout  than  grayling — in  fact,  in 
these  reaches  I have  never  had  much  sport  with 
the  latter.  There  is  a great  deal  of  dead  water, 
the  abode  of  chub  and  rough  fish.  At  Ashford, 
below  the  weir,  matters  are  different.  The  weir  here 
is  semi-circular  in  shape,  very  high,  and  quite 
perpendicular,  and  how  the  salmon  managed  to 
surmount  this  obstacle  was  always  a matter  of 
wonder  to  me,  seeing  that  there  was  no  salmon 
ladder.  That  they  did  so  was  evident  from  the 
swarms  of  samlet  in  the  reaches  above.  Many  a 
good  grayling  have  I caught  just  below  the  weir, 
and  further  down  in  the  deeper  water  there  used 
to  be  a chub  swim  which  would  have  delighted 
the  heart  of  a chub  fisherman.” 

We  are  then  told  something  concerning  the 
Lugg,  and  we  reproduce  a view  of  one  portion  of 
the  river.  This  is  followed  by  the  Wye  in  Rad- 
norshire. “ Most  people  have  seen  or  read  of  the 
Wye  and  its  charming  scenery  between  Here- 
ford, Ross,  and  Tintern,  but  few  are  acquainted 
with  it  as  it  flows  down  from  its  source,  a 
wonderfully  clear  mountain  streamlet,  wending 


of  viewing  in  such  a manner  as  to  convey  the 
beauties  of  nature  in  its  effective  and  simple 
form.  Mountain,  ravine,  glen,  or  streamlet  are 


The  Wye  above  Rhayader. 


A Dead  Stretch  or  Water  on  the  Teme. 

its  way  amid  bare  bleak  hills,  now  rushing  round 
massive  boulders  and  rocks  which  it  has  dis- 
lodged in  its  wrath,  and  still  seems  to  quarrel 
with  ; now  amid  tangled  brakes  over  a rocky  bed 
until  it  rests  awhile  in  some  deep  shady  pool 
beloved  of  salmon,  to  gather  strength  for  the 
rapids  down  below.  One  of  the  most  picturesque 
spots  we  passed  on  the  Aberystwith  road  was 
where  a little  stream,  called  the  Martog,  runs 
down  from  the  hills  and  joins  the  Wye  in  a deep 
valley.” 

The  book  is  replete  with  racy  descriptions  such 
as  this,  but  what  we  are  told  of  the  fishing  is  of 
course  most  valuable.  The  Elan  and  the  Clear- 
wen  unite  just  above  Caban,  at  Nantgwilt,  and 
the  author  says : 

“The  trout  fishing  up  to  Caban  has  hitherto 
been  free,  the  upper  water  only  being  reserved. 
Of  course  the  salmon  fishing  is  entirely  in  private 
hands,  and  some  very  good  fish  arc  taken  in  the 
water.  About  a mile  out  of  Rhayader  there  is  a 
noted  spawning  bed,  and  at  the  right  season 
scores  of  salmon  may  be  seen  passing  over  it. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  depredations  of  the 
Rebeccaites,  salmon  would  be  far  more  numerous 
than  they  are.” 

“ My  Friend  Ginger  ; or,  a Novice’s  Exploits,” 
is  the  concluding  chapter  of  the  book.  The 
extracts  we  have,  given  show  that  it  is  worth 
reading,  and  we  congratulate  C.  K.  on  its  pro- 
duction. He  has  a graphic  stylo  of  writing,  and 
portrays  the  scenes  which  he  has  had  the  pleasure 


Rhayader— The  Upper  Wye. 

one  and  each  brought  before  the  reader  in  an 
easy  way,  lending  much  charm  to  the  book,  which 
has  been  produced  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  a 
credit  to  the  publisher.  Fancy  yet 
neat  covers  to  angling  books  are  rare. 
Sometimes  they  take  the  form  of 
gaudily-painted  pictures,  and  at  other 
times  they  are  exceedingly  plain. 
Here,  however,  we  have  a go  between. 
“By  Celtic  Waters”  is  very  neatly 
bound  in  a white  cover  with  gilt 
lettering,  the  cover  being  bordered 
by  two  gilt  fishing  rods,  the  line 
from  each  meeting  in  the  centre  and 
forming  a tangle,  which,  although 
giving  a finish  to  the  facing  of 
the  book,  we  hope  no  two  fishermen 
will  have  the  misfortune  to  experience 
whilst  plying  their  rods  in  pursuit  of 
pleasure. 

The  author  in  offering  this  delight- 
ful little  volume  to  the  critical  eye 
of  public  opinion  is  very  modest,  for 
he  says  in  the  preface : “ A wrong- 
headed public  opinion  of  to-day  has 
awarded  the  palm  of  mendacity  to 
the  genus  fisherman.  The  following 
pages,  however,  will  be  found  utterly 
devoid  of  any  stretches  of  imagina- 
tion as  well  as  of  any  literary  merit ; 
all  they  can  lay  claim  to  is  ‘ truth,’ 
which  is  sometimes  stranger  than  fiction.”  Here 
truth  is  presented  in  a charming  manner,  and  con- 
sequently more  interesting  than  fiction. 


Rhayader  -The  Elan  at  Caban. 


1 2d 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[August 'I,  1894 


HERCULES”  GUT  CASTS, 

FOR  SALMON , GRILSE,  AND  TROUT. 

It  e claim  that  by  Steepiny  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  and  softness  is  no  area  tin 
increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knot  tiny  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it in  the  least.  t/reatly 

vrJi£*U  Und  9reatm  •Someth,  but  al.o  durability,  a,  the  Preparation 


Trade  Mark. 

The  "Field.” — “Wo  have  made  experiments  with 
pieces  oi  this  {jut,  and  woro  able  to  faston  eyed  hooks  to 
a strand  without  tho  necessity  of  wotting'  it  previously. 

1 his,  of  oourso,  is  an  onormous  gain.  The  pliability  and 
softness  of  tho  gut  under  this  spocial  preparation  is  a 
filet  obvious  to  anyone  who  sees  and  handles  it,  and  to 
bo  able  to  knot  on  a fly  with  gut  that  has  not  been 
previously  wetted  without  cracking  it,  is  very  Btrong 
ovidonco  in  its  favour.  It  seems  to  be  not  only  a real 
novelty,  but  a very  important  invention.” 

The  “Angler.” — “Wo  have  carefully  examined 

These  Cttwl 


PRESS  NOTICES. 

the  knots  in  a dozen  ‘ Hercules  ’ Casts  sent  to  us  by 
MoHsre.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  and  cannot  find  tho  faintest 
mark  caused  by  tying.  Tho  gut  is  much  more  flexible 
than  under  ordinary  conditions.  It  feels  between  tho 
finger  and  thumb  like  a good  round  hair.  Anglers  know 
the  solt  feel  of  hair.  Tho  gut  in  these  casts  approaches 
hair  in  consistency,  so  that  tho  claim  of  flexibility  is  all 
right.  The  casts  are  perfect  at  the  knots,  and  in  no  case 
is  the  gut  marked.” 

The  Fishing  Gazette.” — “ Wo  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  special  preparation,  but  more 


can.  he  obtained  from  any  good  Tackle  Dealer. 

S.  ALLCOCK  & CO.,  Standard  Works,  RED  DITCH, 

The  largest  manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  &c.,  in  the  world. 

. WHOLESALE  OEsTXjY. 


beautifully  tapered,  well-made  three-yard  casts  we  havo 
seldom  seen.” 

The  “Rod  and  Gun.” — “ Tho  ‘ Hercules  ’ Casts 
are  extremely  soft  and  flexible  to  the  touch.” 

Land  and  ^^ater.” — “ Tho  new  casts  are  happily 
named  tho  1 Hercules,’  for  they  combine  flexibility 
with  great  strength.  Anglers  who  take  a keon  interest 
in  all  details  which  go  to  make  up  a successful  day’s 
sport  should  lose  no  time  in  ordering  them.  In  knotting 
a cast  together  tho  gut  should  be  as  pliable  and  soft  as 
possible.” 


IMPROVED 

BROGUES. 

10s.  6d.,  12s.  6d.,  18s.  6d.,  21s. 


KING,  MALCOM,  L CO., 

Waaep  ffiakers  & Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

Inventors  of  the  Improved 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  1879. 


THE  “ PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING?7 

See  Field,  March  10,  1894. 


“SOMETHING 

NEW” 


(paoxEcrtij.; 


Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.”-Charles  Diokemi. 

THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS, 
THEATRES.  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &c. 


\( IMS  AD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  EL  WISHERS'  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBAMMEST,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 


NOTTINGHAM  MADE,  SUPERIOR 
FINISH,  CROSS-BACK  REELS. 

3in.,  2/9;  3iin.,  3/3;  4in.,  4/-;  4>-in.,  4/9.  With 
Optional  Check,  2/-  extra. 

NOTTINGHAM  HAND-MADE, 
SUPERIOR  FINISH,  RODS. 

Roach,  Dace,  Barbel,  and  Pike,  from  5/-  each. 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(Roach  or  Fly)  at  16/-  each. 

THIRTY  YARDS  OF  SUPERIOR 
WATERPROOFED  LINE. 

Double  Tapered,  6/-  each. 

Makers  of  Pure  Silk  Plaited  and  Twisted  Lines. 
Baits,  Lobworms,  &c. 

S.  DALE, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER 
AND  GUT  IMPORTER, 

7,  ST.  JOHN  STREET,  NOTTINGHAM. 

ESTABLISHED  1840. 

Maker  of  the  original  Centre  Pin  Reel. 
Speciality. 


] SPECIAL  21  DAYS  CRUISE  of  the 
^ Magnificent  Yachting  Steamer,  “ MID- 
NIGHT SUN,”  3188  tons,  3500  horse  power, 
Captain  R.  Nivison,  It.N.R.,  round  the  BRITISH 
ISLES.  Fares,  from  25  guineas,  including  liberal 
table.  From  NEWCASTLE-ON -TYNE 
August  25 ; from  LONDON,  August  27 ; calling’ 
amongst  others  at  Cowes,  Dartmouth,  Queens- 
town (for  Killarney),  Liverpool,  Isle  of  Man, 
Giant’s  Causeway,  Greenock,  Oban,  and  principal 
places  Western  Highlands,  Orkney  Islands, 
Inverness,  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  Ac.  Only  first- 
class  Passengers  carried;  number  thereof  limited  ; 
electric  light ; no  upper  berths ; string  band  ; most 
comfortable  yachting  steamer  afloat;  comparison 

with  others  and  inspection  specially  invited. 

Apply  for  berths  to  “ Midnight  Sun  ” Passenger 
Superintendent,  4,  Lombard- street,  Neweastle-on- 
Tyne;  to  Swan  and  Leach,  3,  Charing  Cross;  to 
Messrs.  Gellatley,  Haxkey,  Skwell,  and  Co., 
51,  Pall  Mail,  S.W. ; or  Henry  Gaze  and  Son) 
142,  Strand,  4,  Northumberland-avenue,  18,  West- 
bourne-grove,  and  Piccadilly  Circus,  Agents. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Anglers  who  intend  visiting  have 
only  to  mention  the  Lochs,  Rivers,  or 
district,  when  they  will  be  supplied 
with  tho  most  suitable  Flies  and 
Tackle  by 

P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 

213,  HIGH  STREET,  PERTH. 


Now  Ready. 

THE  YORKSHIRE  ANGLERS’  GUIDE” 

(Second  Edition) 

To  the  wholo  of  tho  Fishing  on  tho  Yorkshire  Rivers. 
By  TOM  li  Li ./Y U I,  K V , 

Author  of  " Tho  Yorkshire  Rivers." 

Win  La ltu iq  Map  or  the  Rivurs  and  Railways. 


l'riee  I/O,  J‘ont  Free  I/S. 

20,  GREEN’S  COURT,  BRIGGATB,  LEEDS. 


BED,  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOB  Ob. 
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CUMMINS’  TURKEY  QUILL  MINNOWS. 


1 wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  anglers  to  this  splendid  artificial  bait,  and  question  whether  it  is  surpassed 
even  by  the  natural  minnow  itself.  Now  this  is  making  a very  bold  assertion,  but  since  introduction  its  superiority 
has  been  manifest,  as  proved  by  some  of  our  best  minnow  fishers,  who  have  now  discarded  the  natural  bait  and 
are  using  exclusively  the  Quill  Minnow.  1 have  now  the  greatest  confidence  in  asking  anglers  to  give  it  a trial, 
feeling  certain  the  result  will  be  most  satisfactory.  It  may  be  questioned,  and  fairly  argued  too,  that  no  artificial 
substitute  can  be  produced  to  compare  with  the  real  bait;  but  if  the  disadvantages  of  using  the  natural  minnow 
are  put  against  the  advantages  in  using  the  artificial,  I do  not  fear  for  the  verdict.  The  quill  itself,  when  properly 
clarified,  cleaned,  and  carefully  painted,  becomes  a transparent  and  wonderful  imitation;  the  spinning  properties 
are  obtained  by  an  Archimedean  fin,  which  gives  it  a life-like  appearance  ; the  lead  to  sink  the  minnow  is  put 
inside  the  quill  itself,  thereby  getting  quit  of  the  troublesome  sinkers  in  use  on  all  other  traces.  It  works  in  mid- 
water, neither  too  deep  nor  too  shallow,  and  when  the  rod  is  moving,  so  rapidly  does  It  spin  that  neither  the  eye  of 
man  or  Trout  can  detect  it  from  a living  minnow.  Well  worth  a trial. 

ma.de  irx  four  sizes  ...  llizx.  Xiiaa..  2iin.  Zllxx. 

Is.  6d.  Is.  6d.  Is.  9d.  2s.  6d. 
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W.  J.  CUMMINS, 

PISHING  ROD  AND  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  WORKS,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

JAMES  OGDEN 

28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  ot  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S  CELEBRATEO  MULTUM  - IN  - PARVO 

FLY  RODS,  £1  Is. 

Every  description  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  return  of  post. 

W.B. — No  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 

G.  & BEOOES’ 

FAR-FAMED  FITTED  LINES,  READY  FOR  USE,  FOR  BASS,  POLLACK,  AND 
MACKEREL,  ORIGINAL  SPINNER. 

Inventors  of  the  Double  Twist,  Rod,  Blaok,  and  Grey. 

Yachts  Fitted  with  Trawls,  Trammels,  and  every  Requisite. 

WEST  OP  ENGLAND  PISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTORY,  STONEHOUSE. 

BRANCH— 62,  SOUTH-SIDE  STREET,  PLYMOUTH. 


TJtLJCi  UthtXD  1 OmitA  PJLXV  W mil  A . 

COMFORTABLE  QUARTERS  AT  THE 

GREYHOUND  HOTEL,  CROMFORD. 

Close  to  that  portion  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Wator  on  which  the  Fly  only  is 
allowed,  and  near  to  the  “ bonnie  birchwood  stream.”  Information  and  tickets  can 

be  obtained  from  MATTHEW  HILL,  Proprietor. 
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Hv  Norge. 

When  tho  loaves  begin  to  fall,  and  the  find 
snowH,  whitening  tho  tops  of  tlio  mountains,  warn 
iih  of  tlio  approach  of  wintor,  wo  tuko  our  rods 
to  piecos,  haul  up  our  bouts,  and  bid  a sad  fare- 
well to  tho  bills  Last  year  (18flff)  tho  weather 
broke  up  unusually  early.  Wo  left  the  huts  on 
Lopt.  Id,  and  for  two  or  three  days  previously, 
black  clouds,  ladon  with  snow,  had  boon  gather- 
ing round  us  in  ominous  masses,  and  during 
dinner  on  tho  18th  the  first  flakes  began  to  fall. 
Tho  storm  continued  far  into  the  night,  and  by 
morning  tho  snow  lay  some  five  inches  deep. 

'1  he  transformation  scone  was  complete.  From 
summer  we  had  plunged  into  veritable  winter. 
The  mountains,  now  all  white,  stood  out  against 
the  dark  clouds  behind  them  with  magnificent 
effect.  But  the  brilliant  blue  of  the  lake  had 
vanished  with  the  blue  sky,  and  the  water  looked 
so  black  and  forbidding  that  the  sight  of  it  made 
us  shudder.  It  was  time  to  leave  the  cold  north. 

Three  or  four  native  fishermen  came  to  see  us 
off.  At  quite  an  early  hour  we  found  them 
standing  about  in  the  snow,  their  hands  in  their 
pockets,  smoking,  spitting,  and  staring.  In  the 
absence  of  the  village 
fool  to  enliven  them, 
they  appeared  some- 
what disconsolate  ; 
but  the  hope  of  re- 
ward cheered  them 
up,  when  Ole  found 
them  some  odd  jobs 
to  do,  and  they  gladly 
pocketed  the  few 
shillings  that  W alter 
gave  them. 

When  we  were  j ust 
ready  to  start,  the 
hut  door  was  found 
to  have  warped  and 
it  would  not  close. 

Ole,  not  trusting  the 
fishermen,  declined 
to  leave  it  unlocked  ; 
whereupon  he  and 
the  untrustworthy 
fishermen  set  to 
work  with  their 
knives  and  an  axe  to 
make  it  shut.  Much 
time  was  wasted  in 
unnecessary  talk  be- 
fore the  job  was  done 
totbeapparent  satis- 
faction of  the  un- 
trustworthy fisher- 
men, after  which  hats 
came  off  all  round, 
and  we  left  our 

friends  to  break  into  

the  hut  at  their 
leisure. 

It  takes  us  some 

days  to  get  down  to  the  sea.  Weary  days,  too. 

I he  ever  widening  valleys  and  their  compara- 
tively stuffy  air  constantly  remind  us  that  we 
have  left  the  mountains  behind,  and  with  them, 
alas,  freedom  and  much  happiness. 

The  North  Sea  in  the  autumn  is  apt  to  be  so 
disagreeable,  as  we  know  from  experience,  that 
latterly  we  have  returned  overland  by  way  of 
Denmark.  From  Gothenburg  across  the  Catte- 
gat  to  Friederikshaven,  through  Jutland  to 
Hamburg,  Flushing  and  Queenboro’.  Our  first 
year  we  devoted  to  exploring  Jutland,  with  tho 
result  that  wo  consider  the  lake  district  round 
Skanderborg  and  Silkeborg  is  the  only  part 
worth  seeing,  and  it  is  the  best  also  for  fishing. 
So  we  break  our  homeward  journey  at  Skander- 
borg,  and  devote  there  a week  to  pike. 

Skanderborg  is  a quaint  little  town  of  no  pre- 
tentions ; seen  from  the  lake,  the  white  walls  and 
red  roofs  of  its  quiet  homesteads  nestling  amongst 
the  beech  trees  are  picturesque  enough.  But 
after  the  high  fjeld  of  Norway,  the  country  with 
its  low  hills  necessarily  appears  rather  tame  to 
us. 

'I  he  Hotel  Skandinavicn,  where  we  stay,  is  a 
very  comiortablc  little  inn,  with  a garden  running 
down  to  tho  Jake  most  conveniently  for  boat  work. 

The  lake  is  a.  very  fine  sheet  of  water  with 


almost  infinite  possibilities.  In  summer  tho 
porch  fishing  is  excellent,  and  it  holds  any 
quantity  of  roach  and  other  coarse  fish.  In 
spite  of  its  size  there  is  no  difficulty  in  finding 
tho  perch  ; their  whereabouts  being  disclosed  by 
sea-gulls  (the,  sea  is  close  by),  which  attack  from 
above  tho  shoals  of  small  fish  that  tho  perch  worry 
from  below. 

I’iko  of  almost  any  size  are  known  to  bo  in  the 
lako,  and  with  good  luck  can  be  caught  by 
dabbling  amongst  the  reeds  and  rushes  that  grow 
round  its  sides.  We  killed  two  one  morning  of 
about  (51b.  each,  and  lost  one  or  two  more ; but 
fishing  in  a vast  sea  is  disheartening,  and  more- 
over wo  so  much  prefer  being  on  our  legs  to 
sitting  in  a boat,  that  we  leave  the  lake  alone,  and 
confine  ourselves  chiefly  to  the  two  rivers,  where 
the  fish,  though  smaller,  are  more  plentiful. 
Some  old  turf  pits  close  to  the  lake,  fed  by  the 
drainage  of  surface  water,  also  hold  pike,  and  as 
they  too  are  got  at  from  the  shore  we  worry  them 
as  well.  Mr.  Fisher  most  kindly  also  lets  us  fish 
in  a small  lake  which  he  owns. 

One  river  runs  into,  and  the  other  out  of,  the 
lake,  the  latter  connecting  it  with  a still  larger 
lake  below,  which  is  said  to  hold  huge  trout. 

Both  rivers  for  the  most  part  are  sluggish 
streams,  deep  near  the  lake,  but  elsewhere 
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shallow,  with  deep  holes  at  intervals.  Nowhere 
are  they  too  broad  to  throw  to  the  other  side,  but 
as  the  pike  mostly  hug  the  banks,  from  off  which 
countless  frogs  are  continually  tumbling  into 
their  jaws,  it  is  best  to  fish  close  to  the  side 
with  a short  line. 

Water-lilies  grow  in  profusion,  and  weeds  are 
not  wanting.  The  banks  being  very  swampy, 
long  boots,  or,  better  still,  short  waders  are  neces- 
sary. Oilskins,  too,  are  convenient,  for  much 
rain  is  apt  to  fall,  and  sailing  to  and  from  the 
rivers  in  the  strong  winds  which  generally  prevail 
throughout  October  is  wet  work.  The  owners  of 
the  water  willingly  grant  leave  to  fish,  but  they 
like  to  have  every  pike  yiven  to  them.  Our  first 
year  we  inadvertently  offended  by  retaining  part 
of  the  bag.  The  fault  lay  with  our  fishing  boy, 
Carl,  who  assured  us  it  was  only  necessary  to 
give  a portion  of  the  fish  to  tho  owners.  Bolioviug 
what  he  said,  and  wishing  to  be  civil  to  the 
master  of  our  inn,  wo  divided  the  day’s  catch 
between  the  owner  and  the  hotel.  But  Carl  was 
wrong.  Some  little  irritation  was  caused  by  our 
proceedings,  but  wo  luckily  found  out  our  error 
beforo  much  harm  had  boon  done.  The  Danes 
aro  exceedingly  iond  of  pike — and  they  are  rather 
good,  eaten  in  Danish  fashion,  with  potatoos, 
butter,  and  horseradish — but  the  nativos  have, 


or,  rather,  till  we  showed  them,  had,  no  idea  how 
to  catch  them.  Herr  Andersen,  of  Ringkloster, 
a particularly  nice  man,  who  owns  the  best  river, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  pike  could  not  be  caught. 
But  our  proceedings  proved  to  him  it  was  the 
native  method  that  was  at  fault,  not  the  pike. 
We  established  our  reputation  the  first  day,  but 
I we  very  mueh  fear  that  some  successful  imitators 
j have  since  robbed  us  of  part  of  it.  Carl  did  not 
lessen  the  “ wonders  ” of  what  he  had  seen  when 
narrating  our  exploits  to  bis  friends;  many,  in 
J consequence,  came  out  to  see,  and  were  not 
slow  to  learn. 

| . Our  first  view  of  the  river  excited  us  con- 
siderably. It  was  a brisk  fishing  day ; a good 
breeze  was  ruffling  the  surface  of  the  water 
and  turning  up  the  leaves  of  the  water-lilies. 
With  Carl’s  assurance  that  the  water  contained 
a mass  of  pike,  and  being  well  supplied  with  bait, 
we  expected  great  things.  Our  young  friend, 
considered,  we  believe,  by  the  townspeople,  and 
certainly  by  himself,  to  be  the  best  fisherman  of 
the  place,  strongly  advised  live  bait.  So  we 
began  with  that,  but  it  did  not  answer.  Where- 
upon Carl  attributed  our  failure  to  the  weather; 
we,  to  the  live  bait. 

So  after  a luncheon  of  bread  and  cheese  and 
“ Gamb  Carlsberg,”  the  most  delicious  beer  in 

the  world,  we  tried 

Walter’s  favourite 

| spinning  plan,  for 
which  the  following 
is  the  recipe.  Kill  a 
small  roach,  attach 
the  baiting  needle 
to  a single  gimp 
hook,  run  the  needle 
into  the  roach  at 
the  vent,  keeping  it 
close  to  one  side  of 
the  fish,  pass  it  out 
through  the  mouth 
and  pull  the  gimp 
till  the  tail  of  the 
roach  is  slightly 
curved.  If  properly 
done  it  will  spin  to 
perfection,  and  the 
hook  is  well  con- 
cealed. Besides 
being  a most  tempt- 
ing bait,  it  is  admir- 
ably adapted  for 
weedy  water. 

Walter  was  ready 
first ; whilst  giving 
his  bait  a prelimi- 
nary trial  in  a little 
runnel  where  he  had 
been  fishing  just  be- 
fore luncheon  with- 
out success,  a pike 
rushed  at  it  so 
unexpectedly  that 
Walter  in  his  con- 
fusion nearly  lost 
him.  However,  in 
about  five  minutes  a very  nice  pike  was  ashore. 
Our  drooping  spirits  began  to  recover, and  revived 
completely  when  a moment  later  I got  my  line  in 
and  met  with  a like  result.  Then  we  felt  we 
were  going  to  do  something.  And  we  did.  For 
the  next  hour  pike  after  pike  came  out,  nearly 
every  cast  producing  a snatch.  The  live  bait 
process  had  worked  so  extravagantly  with 
our  baits  that  we  were  reduced  to  mere 
shreds  of  roach  before  the  day  was  over 
But  the  pike  were  satisfied  with  them. 
Carl’s  excitement  added  considerably  to  our 
enjoyment,  although  it  played  sad  havoc  with  the 
baiting  needles.  Hungry  pike  darted  out  of 
every  possible  and  impossible  place  like  cats. 
The  largest  we  killed  that  day  was  71b.,  but  the 
briskness  of  the  game  was  so  delightful  that  it 
fully  compensated  for  tho  somewhat  small  sizo  of 
tho  fish.  Spinning  close  to  the  banks,  wo  could 
see  the  pike  rush  at  tlio  bait,  which  is  always 
exciting.  Somo  of  them  were  quite  ready  to  take 
it  two  or  three  times  in  succession,  when,  by 
striking  too  soon,  wo  failed  to  hook  them  tho  first 
time.  A fish  under  51b.  in  weight  wo  only  gave 
a low  seconds  beforo  striking — just  long  enough 
lor  him  to  got  a firm  hold  and  no  more.  Then 
gently  fooling  up  to  him,  a jerk  generally  brought 
him  ashore.  A somewhat  rough  method,  but  if 
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saves  time,  and  is  good  fun.  A rod  goes  occa- 
sionally, but  that  is  a trifle. 

About  five  o’clock  the  pike  had  had  enough,  so 
we  returned  home,  well  content  with  nineteen 
fish. 

The  next  day  we  started  about  eleven  o’clock 
to  clear  out  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  But 
the  fish  lie  almost  entirely  in  the  upper  reaches, 
so  we  tried  the  same  water  that  we  had  fished 
the  day  before,  and  it  produced  again.  We  took 
twenty- six  pike  out  of  it  that  day.  After  that 
we  turned  our  attention  to  the  lower  river.  There 
also  we  had  excellent  sport.  The  miller  who 
owns  the  fishing  rights  carefully  preserves  the 
water,  but  he  most  kindly  gave  us  leave  to 
fish. 

We  did  not  try  the  turf  pits  our  first  year. 
Walter  always  fancied  them,  but  as  long  as  the 
rivers  played  up  well  we  clung  to  them.  How- 
ever, the  upper  river  proving  slack  one  day,  we 
tried  a turf  pit,  and  in  a very  short  time  a 10- 
pounder  and  two  5-pounders  were  ashore.  A day 
or  two  later  we  were  trying  the  same  pit  again 
after  indifferent  luck  elsewhere,  and  were  fishing 
rather  carelessly  in  consequence.  All  of  a sudden 
a monster  rushed  at  my  bait  but  missed  it.  The 
water  swirled  as  he  turned  away  and  my  heart 
leapt  within  me.  That  came  from  fishing  care- 
lessly. I was  afraid  he  had  seen  me.  After  a 
few  minutes  I tried  him  again  ; once  more  he 
rushed  at  it  and  again  did  not  touch  it.  The 
third  time  to  my  joy  I felt  the  brute  seize  the 
bait  and  slowly  move  off  with  it.  I gave  him 
five  minutes,  then,  gently  feeling  up  to  him, 
struck.  Such  a commotion  followed,  he  tore 
about  in  the  wildest  excitement ; twice  he  jumped 
right  out  of  the  water  when  I checked  him  as  he 
made  for  some  weeds,  and  came  down  flat  on  the 
water  with  a splash  that  sent  out  waves  on  all 
sides.  Several  of  the  peasants  saw  and  enjoyed 
the  fun.  Our  boy  in  his  excitement  was  for 
seizing  the  line,  not  understanding  the  danger 
of  that.  However,  Walter  prevented  him,  and 
after  several  attempts  successfully  landed  the 
monster  in  the  orthodox  way.  It  was  a very  fine 
fish,  both  of  us  put  it  down  at  201b.  We  sent 
our  boy  with  it  to  the  owner  of  the  turf  pit 
with  directions  to  have  it  weighed.  On  his 
return  he  told  us  that  it  had  scaled  only  151b. 
Thereupon  much  discussion  followed  as  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  scales.  I maintained  the 
proper  weight  was  201b.  at  least,  but  Walter 
refused  to  admit  the  claim,  and  the  point  is 
not  settled  yet.  It  is,  nevertheless,  our  record 
fish. 

Thus  we  spend  a few  days  very  pleasantly  in 
this  quiet  little  place  before  continuing  our 
homeward  journey. 

To  those  who  want  a cheap  holiday  and  a 
complete  change  we  can  recommend  Skanderborg 
with  confidence,  and  for  an  excellent  and  very 
moderate  inn,  the  Hotel  Skandinavien,  whose 
genial  and  considerate  master,  Herr  Jensen,  does 
all  in  his  power  to  make  his  guests  comfort- 
able. 

Hans  Lene,  the  professional  and  best  fisherman 
of  the  place,  knows  all  the  good  places,  is  on 
excellent  terms  with  all  the  farmers,  and  will 
provide  a boat  and  ideal  bait.  Only  Danish  is 
spoken,  but  that,  although  a difficulty,  can  be  got 
over. 

Skanderborg  is  only  about  thirty  hours  from 
London.  Leaving  it  at  midnight,  Hamburg  is 
reached  early  next  day,  and  London  the  morning 
after.  The  frontier  is  crossed  about  3 a m.  As 
we  pass  from  Danish  to  German  soil  we  realise 
that  Norway  and  Denmark,  and  all  that  they 
imply,  lie  behind  us,  and  from  the  freedom  of 
Scandinavia  we  pass  through  German  officialism 
to  the  gloom  of  a Thames  fog,  and  are  once  more 
at  home. 

The  following  table  speaks  for  itself: 


Year. 

Number  of 
days  at 
Skanderborg. 

Number  of 
pike 
killed. 

Weight  of 
largest  fish 
in  pounds. 

1889 

0 

84 

7 

1890 

G 

106 

9 

1891 

8 

54* 

11 

1892 

5 

51 

20  (?) 

1893 

6 

47f 

8 

* Natives  finding  out  tbo  trick, 
t Had  luck,  owing  to  bad  tackle. 


WEIGHT  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


We  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  secretaries  of 
angling  clubs,  or  gentlemen  who  have  private 
collections  of  stuffed  fish,  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  send  us  for  publication  particulars 
of  the  weights  and  lengths  of  fish,  the  length  to 
be  from  end  of  nose  to  end  of  centre  of  tail,  i.e.. 
whore  the  fork  is  in  fish  which  have  a forked 
tail. 

Our  friend,  the  well-known  angler,  Mr.  Alfred 
Mackrill,  has  very  kindly  and  carefully  made  up 
the  following  list  from  his  own  collection  ; he  has 
purposely  excluded  pike  and  trout. 

N.B. — We  have  not  included  girth,  as  it  cannot 
be  given  correctly  from  stuffed  specimens. 

Weiohts  and  Lengths  of  Fish. 

Tench,  3 Jib.,  17 Jin. ; 4lb.,  17', in.  ; 4jlb.,  18in.  ; roach, 
lib.  3oz.,  lljin.  ; lib.  13oz.,  13"jin.  ; 21b..  ll}in. ; rudd, 
lib.  5Joz.,  Him. ; 2 Jib. , 13fin. ; 2Jlb.,  ltfin. ; bream, 
fjflb.,  18fin.  ; 5 Jib.,  19|in. ; Gib..  2lin.  ; Thames  perch, 
2jlb.,  14Jin.  ; Thames  carp,  GJlb.,  21Jin.  ; 12|lb.,  25fin. 

Observation.— -As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  fish 
increase  in  girth,  not  in  length,  as  age  and  weight 
increases.  Note  my  weights  and  sizes.  A.  M. 


Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  request  in  this  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette,  I have  pleasure  in  sending  you  lengths 
and  weights  of  a few  trout  of  which  I have  kept  a 
record,  caught  in  our  Little  Stour  water.  I may 
mention  that  the  fish  taken  this  season,  of  which  I have 
received  notice,  have  averaged  2Jlb.  each. — I am,  your3 
faithfully,  a.  F.  Robinson,  hon'.  sec. 

Wingbam  Fishery  Association, 

Lome  House,  Westgate-on-Sea  ; July  23. 


•LENGTH  AND  WEIGHT  OF  1ROUT  FROM  THE  LlTTL: 

Stour,  Kent. 

14 Jin.,  lib.  Goz. ; 17Jin„  21b.  12oz. : 17Jin.,  31b.  loz. 
19m..  3th.  2oz.  ; 19in.,  31b.  Goz.  ; 19£in  , 31b.  13oz 
* 21m.,  31b.  lloz. ; * 21in.,  31b.  12oz. 


THE  NEW  “ ARCHER  JARDINE  ” 
REGISTERED  NON-SLIPPING  LEADS. 

We  have  received  for  notice  some  samples  of 
new  leads  for  fishing  purposes,  the  idea  emana- 
ting from  that  well-known 
angler,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine, 
and  worked  out,  registered 
and  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  W.  Bartleet  and 
Rons,  of  the  Abbey  Mills, 
Redditch. 

From  the  illustrations  we 
give,  it  will  be  seen  that 
these  leads  are  intended  for 
either  salmon,  trout,  or  pike 
fishing.  They  are  also 
equally  applicable  for  sea 
fishing  with  rods  or  hand- 
lines ; and  they  are  made  in 
all  sizes  and  weights  from 
|oz.  up  to  2oz.  and  3oz. 
Being  “chased”  in  a spiral 
groove,  round  which  the  line 
or  trace  is  wound,  they  can- 
not slip  or  become  detached ; 
they  can  be  placed  on  any 
part  of  the  line  or  trace, 
instantly  removed  if  neces- 
sary, and  replaced  at  any 
distance  nearer  to  or  farther 
away  from  the  bait.  When 
sea  fishing  in  tideways  from 
a boat  or  rocks,  the  angler  can  attach  any  number 
of  these  leads  to  suit  the  varying  strengths  of 
tides  or  currents.  Mr.  Jardine  has  used  them 
with  great  success  when  “ spinning  ” and  “ live- 
baiting  ” for  trout  and  pike ; also  when  fishing 
for  bass,  pollack,  whiting,  and  other  sea  fish. 
We  believe  the  new  ‘ Archer  Jardine  ” registered 
leads  will  be  largely  used  by  fresh-water  and  sea 
anglei’3. 

For  spinning,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  illus- 
tration, the  leads  can  be  readily  bent,  and  this 
will  prevent  kinking  in  the  line. 


THE  AUGUST  METEORS. 

True  anglers,  being  contemplative  men,  will 
welcome  a reminder  of  the  appearance  of  shooting 
stars  annually  to  be  seen  on  Aug.  10  (Friday 
next)  when  the  sky  is  clear.  The  present  year  is 
favourable  for  their  observation  as  moonlight  will 

* These  were  both  old  fish,  with  disproportionately 
long  heads. 


not  greatly  deprive  them  of  their  brightness. 
These  celestial  tramps  or  wanderers  always 
emerge  on  that  evening  from  a point  in  the  north- 
eastern heavens,  darting  in  various  directions, 
but  more  generally  from  north-east  to  south-west, 
and  may  be  seen  at  any  hour  after  the  sun  has 
set.  They  move  in  the  path  of  a well-known 
comet,  of  which  they  are  possibly  offshoots,  and 
the  great  body  of  them  take  more  than  a century 
to  complete  their  revolution  round  the, sun,  the 
course  of  those  we  see  being  wholly  arrested  by 
collision  with  the  earth,  whose  path  they  cross  on 
that  particular  day,  such  minute  fragments  of 
matter  being  absorbed  by  combustion  in  our 
atmosphere  consequent  upon  the  enormous  heat 
engendered  by  the  rapidity  of  their  flight.  Their 
appearance  opens  many  curious  questions  for 
discussion,  but  it  is  known  that  few  ever  come 
within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  terra  fir ma,  and 
many  of  them  are  much  farther  from  us,  when 
they  disappear.  The  angler  who  is  in  the  country 
on  Friday  night  cannot  do  better  than  keep  a 
look  out  after  dark,  and  he  is  almost  certain  to  be 
rewarded  by  the  sight  of  some  of  these  interesting 
meteors.  T.  Crumplen. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY.— SUMMER 
DINNER. 

_ ID  the  banks  of  the  Kennet,  at  Newbury,  on  Satur- 
day evening,  the  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  held 
their  annual  summer  dinner,  and  on  all  sides  it  was  pro- 
nounced to  be  a great  success.  During  the  day  the  club 
water  was  much  patronised,  and  as  a result  some  nice 
fish  were  caught,  the  most  successful  anglers  being  Dr. 
Patterson  (who  had  a fine  lot  of  dace  up  to  12ioz.),  Mr. 
W.  T.  Galloway  (who  showed  six  trout,  &c.),  Mr. 
Foreman,  and  Dr.  Startin ; a visitor— Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews — caught  a brace  of  grayling,  one  being  a 
pretty  fish,  and  it  has  been  forwarded  to  Needham’s'for 
preservation.  After  a very  pleasant  day  by  the  river- 
side the  Piscatorials  were  photographed  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  and  subsequently  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
dinner,  served  in  capital  style  in  a marquee  whioh 
had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  in  grounds  adjoining 
the  river.  Indeed,  the  dinner  reflected  the  greatest 
credit  on  Mrs.  Bagster,  the  worthy  hostess  of 
the  Swan,  and  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
her  health  was  heartily  drunk.  Dr.  C.  H. 
Patterson  presided,  and  among  those  present  were  Mr. 
R.  S.  Fennings  (hon.  treasurer  of  tbo  society),  Dr. 
James  Startin,  Mr.  H.  Harden,  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  sen.. 
Dr.  P.  D.  Head,  Mr.  H.  Inderwick,  Mr.  R C.  Blundell, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  Millard  (of  Chicago)  Mr 
Clinton,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Cryer,  Mr.  Rouse, 
Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Jacobs,  Mr.  Montie,  Mr.  Mayes,  Mr.  E. 
Gilbertson,  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway  (hon.  sec.),  &c.,  &c. 
After  the  usnal  loyal  toast  had  been  duly  honoured,  Dr. 
Patterson  (the  chairman)  proposed  “The  Piscatorial 
Society,’’  and  remarked  that  it  was  the  first  time  that 
the  club  had  held  its  summer  dinner  on  its  own  water. 
For  bis  part,  he  hoped  it  would  be  hold  amid  such 
pleasant  surroundings  on  many  future  occasions.  He 
had  attended  previous  summer  dinners  and  enjoyed 
them,  but  he  considered  the  present  dinner  was  the 
best  they  had  sat  down  to  for  some  years.  How 
the  dinner  had  been  prepared  and  arranged  was  a 
mystery  to  everyone  but  Mrs.  Bagster.  He  congratulated 
them  on  the  enjoyable  day  they  had  had  and  the  sport 
they  had  met  with,  and  in  conclusion  asked  them  to 
cordially  drink  to  the  toast. — Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway  was 
next  called  upon  to  give  the  “ Successful  Anglers,”  and 
said  he  could  endorse  every  word  which  had  fallen  from 
the  chairman  with  reference  to  the  pleasant  time  they 
had  had  on  their  own  fishery.  He  congratulated  the 
fortunate  anglers,  and  expressed  opinion  that  there  was 
an  excellent  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  there. — Mr.  E. 
Foreman  responded,  and  thanked  the  company  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast.  Ho  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  catch  some  trout,  and  had  spent 
a very  enjoyable  time,  while  the  pleasures  of  the  day  bad 
been  enhanced  by  seeing  so  many  members  present  in 
furtherance  of  the  propositions  he  had  put  before  the 
society  to  hold  their  summer  dinner  at  Newbury.  He  was 
very  pleased  with  the  water  there,  and  ho  believed  it  gave 
universal  satisfaction  to  all  the  members.  He  hoped  for 
many  years  to  come  to  meet  them  at  their  annual 
summer  dinner  at  Newbury.  Mr.  It.  S.  Fennings  pro- 
posed the  hoalth  of  the  chairman,  and  said  that,  as 
treasurer  of  the  society,  he  had  come  down  to  see  what 
was  going  on  at  Newbury.  In  regard  to  the  chairman 
be  was  very  pleased  to  drink  his  hoalth,  and  he  thought 
Dr.  Patterson  must  feel  very  proud  at  having  to  preside 
over  that  gathering  and  to  see  such  a nice  catch  of  fish 
on  the  table.  He  (Mr.  Fennings)  had  been  to  many 
summer  dinners,  but  to  none  wheie  the  food  was  better 
or  more  nicely  served  up.  Dr.  Patterson  (who  was 
received  with  musical  honours)  suitably  acknowledged 
the  toast,  after  which  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  submitted  tho 
healths  of  “ The  Visitors,”  and  said  he  was  glad  to  see 
them  enjoying  themselves  so  much  that  evening.  They 
would  very  much  like  to  see  them  join  tho  society  as 
members.  Messrs.  Moore  and  Millard  responded. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  held  on  Monday  last  there 
was  a fine  barbel  weighing  121b.,  caught  in  the  society’s 
water  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Blhndell.  also  a fine  show  of  roach 
and  tonch  from  private  water,  largest  roach  21b.  3oz. 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

tower  Thames.— General  Uhmabkh.—  At  the  illnnnr  which 
followed  after  tbo  river  trip  IhhI  woclt  Mr.  W.  (lomni,  who  iH 

with  the  Brentford  Piscatorial  Social. v.  on  replying  to 

tho  timntH  of  tho  yisitoi'H,  referred  to  Iho  groat  objcctiotiH  agaiiiKt 
RroNH  weight  competitions,  and  conlcndcd  that  prizes  in  the 
angling  clubs  should  lie  given  for  specimen  HmIi  only,  ilogave  an 
instance  of  only  a fortnight  previously  of  his  having  taken,  whilst 
fishing  at  Twickenham,  sixty-one  barbel,  all  of  which  he  returned 
again  to  the  river  hh  there  was  not  what  ho  called  a specimen 
Jlsh  amongst  them.  Mr.  W.  11.  I, awes  assured  the  speaker  that 
his  club,  tho  •*  United  Brothers,"  gave  prizes  only  for  specimen 
tlsh.  Tho  Chairman,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  .1.1'.,  strongly  con- 
demned t ho  practice  of  gross  weight,  competitions,  and  expressed 
Ids  readiness  to  support  thoso  clubs  who  adopted  entirely  tho 
system  of  specimen  tlsh  competitions.  Mr.  W.  (lomni  was 
enrolled  as  a mombor  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  was  quickly  followed 
by  Mr.  II.  Woods.  Tho  Uhortsey  Angling  Association  is  going  to 
have  a bait  easting  tournament  on  Thursday,  Aug.  lti,  on  tho 
grounds  id'  Mr.  Dance,  at  Chertsey  Bridge,  the  former  residence  of 
the  late  Mr.  James  Forbes.  Mr.  Dance  is  taking  a great  interest  in 
the  success  of  tbo  local  association.  I am  glad  to  find  that  my  friond 
Mr.  .1.  P.  Wheoldon  has  boen  having  such  grand  sport  with  the 
barbel  at  Shepporton,  and  I am  the  more  gratified  as  tho  result 
comes  after  my  remarks  in  the  Fishing  Qazette  of  last  week,  and  is 
a proof  thero  are  plenty  of  those  fish  in  the  river  when  such 
mon  as  Mr.  Wheeldon  gel  properly  to  work  amongst  them.— B. 

- (Chertsey).— There  has  not  been  much  angling,  the  water 
has  been  very  bright  and  has  improved  since  the  rain.  John 
Poultor  lias  made  a total  of  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
Loton  Haekett,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach,  three  barbel,  one  bream, 
and  a brace  of  perch. — B. 

* (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes:  “A 

gentleman  fishing  from  the  bank  on  tho  side  of  the  weir  has  taken 
a nice  carp  of  71b.  We  are  getting  from  three  to  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  daily  with  a few  barbel.  The  water  is  very  low 
and  bright." — B. 

(Kingston'.— John  Johnson,  during  the  week,  twenty 

barbel,  nine  bream,  sixteen  perch,  eight  chub,  and  seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
seventeen  barbel,  seven  jack,  and  four  perch.  John  Knight, 
sixteen  barbel,  twenty  perch,  three  jack,  twelve  bream,  and 
fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Wilkes,  nine  barbel,  five 
bream,  nine  perch,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The 
bank  anglers  have  been  doing  fair  amongst  the  roach,  dace, 
barbel,  perch,  and  a few  jack,  the  latter  running  very  small.— B. 

t LecRlade,  &c.). — The  recent  heavy  rain  we  have  had  has 

put  these  rivers  bank  high,  and  except  for  weedy  parts  they  are  in 
excellent  ply  for  angling  of  all  kinds.  In  some,  parts  of  the 
Thames  above  Oxford  the  bulrushes,  reedmace,  and  flags  are  very 
troublesome,  not  only  to  the  angler,  but  to  the  boating  man. 
Taken  altogether,  however,  there  are  plenty  of  fishable  spots,  and 
a large  number  of  anglers  of  all  sorts  have  been  out.  Some  nice 
takes  of  roach  and  chub  have  been  had.  At  St.  John's  bridge 
Buscot,  and  Kadeot,  the  water  is  in  excellent  trim,  and  there  is 
apparently  plenty  of  fish  about.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Burford 
and  Bourton-on-the-Water  some  useful  fish  have  been  killed. 
Things  have  been  very  quiet  on  the  Leach  and  Didder.— F.  L. 

(Sunbury ).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  during  the  week, 

have  taken  thirteen  barbel,  seventeen  bream,  the  largest  61b.,  a 
few  perdi,  and  fourteen  dozen  of  roach ; and  Edward  Clark, 
twenty  barbel,  fifty  perch,  thirteen  bream  and  fortv  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  H.  Herbert  has  been  getting  a few  jack.  Mr. 
Buck  and  Mr.  White  have  been  getting  some  fine  roach. 

(Teddington).— W.  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Gulsted, 

tjventy-two  barbel  and  one  jack;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Kent, 
fourteen  barbel,  the  largest  6jlb. ; in  two  days,  with  Mrs.  Murphy, 
nineteen  barbel  and  a few  dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Hunier, 
forty-one  barbel  and  one  eel;  another  day,  with  Dr.  Parkhursf’ 
thirty-seven  barbel,  one  jack,  and  one  chub  ; and  another  day’, 
with  Mr.  Islip,  four  jack,  and  ran  four  more,  six  barbel,  and  a few 
dace. — B. 

(Twickenham).— John  Spong,  in  two  days,  forty-five 

barbel.  H.  Squires,  in  four  and  a half  days,  forty-eight  barbel, 
and  nine  dozen  roach  and  dace.  J.  Dunn,  in  the  week,  five  barbel 
and  301b.  of  roach  and  dace.  John  Frost,  in  two  days,  131b. 
roach  and  dace,  three  barbel,  and  two  perch.  Mr.  A.  Clarke,  in 
the  week,  thirty  dozen  roach  and  dace,  three  bream,  and  nine 
barbel.  S.  Cole,  in  three  days,  fifteen  dozen  roach  and  dace  two 
jack,  and  a barbel  of  61b.  T.  Augur,  in  two  days,  twelve  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  a few  barbel.— B. 

(Weybridge).  — Herbert  Curr  reports : “ Out  fishing  with 

Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  who  had  a very  good  take  of  1601b.  weight 
of  barbel,  weighing  from  41b.  to  71b.  each,  and  one  of  Olb.  He 
also  got  some  perch  and  two  eels.” 

(Windsor  District).  — An  unusually  high  and  fresh 

water  for  time  of  year  is  running,  and  angling,  though  retarded 
by]  excessive  traffic,  has  been  good  in  the  backwaters— the  best 
take  coming  under  my  notice  being  twenty-five  barbel,  by  Mr. 
Garratt,  though  the  heaviest  fish  was  but  4lb.  Mr.  Batterburg, 
of  -KtoD,  has  had  a heavier  one  and  a well-shaped  fish,  it 
weighed  61b.  13oz.  Messrs.  Howlett  and  Carter,  of  Eton,  have, 
had  six  barbel,  but  small,  also  about  six  dozen  roach  and  dace; 
Mr.  F.  Roberts,  of  Park-street,  Windsor,  large  miscellaneous 
bags  during  the  week,  particulars  of  which  I have  not  yet 
received.  A pair  of  otters  have  made  their  appearance  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  are  supposed  to  be  bringing  up  some  young 
ones.  Chub  still  shy,  but  roach  and  dace— where  good  bait  and 
ground  bait  are  used,  with  very  fine  tackle— are  to  be  had  now. 
Since  writing  above  we  have  received  particulars  of  Mr.  Roberts’ 
captures,  which  are  for  one  day  and  four  consecutive  evenings 
701b.  of  barbel  and  chub,  one  evening  producing  251b.  in  one  and 
a half  hours'  fishing. — B.  R.  Bambridqe. 

Bala  Lake  (North  Wales). — The  trout  fishing  lias  not 
been  up  to  the  average  this  season  on  the  lake,  nor  on  the  rivers. 
At  the  time  when  angling  ought  to  be  at  its  best  the  rivers  were 
very  low  with  cold  winds.  Lately  there  has  been  several  freshets, 
and  the  trout  fishing  has  greatly  improved.  Salmon  have  been  seen 
much  earlier  this  season  on  the  upper  reaches,  but  so  far  none  I 
have  been  taken.  The  perch  have  been  backward,  owing  to  the 
cold  winds,  until  lately,  l.asl  week  Tweeney.  fishing  on  flits  own 
hook,  took  thirty-two,  live  of  whieli  scaled  Clb.  Several  other 
good  baskets  have  been  bad,  and  some  very  heavy  ones  last  week 
— Gwyniad. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peal  and  salmon  are  beginning  to  tdiow 
themselves  on  the  Camel.  One  rod  got  two  salmon  of  12Jlb.  and 
f>ilb.,  anil  fairly  good  baskets  of  peal  were  obtained.  Poaching, 
however,  is  much  too  prevalent,  and  more  especially  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dunmeer.  Fowoy  sportsmen  are  still  doing  very 
well,  anil  good  baskets  are  common.  One  fisherman  got  twelve 
peal  in  a day,  and  another  eleven.  This  river  is  in  fair  colour 
generally,  although  at,  times  it  is  too  thick  for  anything  but  worm. 
Two  gentlemen  fishing  the  limey  bail  good  baskets  of  trout,  and, 

In  fact,  so  have  most  people  who  have  been  out.  The  eounty 
council  are  calling  attention  to  the  pollution  of  the  Lynher,  once 
one  of  the  best, salmon  slreamsin  tho  county  Boomin. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— A lew  idee  trout  have  been 
killed  on  l be  llrarnpford  waters  during  the  week,  among  the  best 
takes  being  3J  brace  by  Mr.  G.  Snell;  3 brace,  Mr.  J.  Cowan; 
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2J  brace,  Rev.  — I’oueock;  anil  one  of  lib.  3oz.  by  Mr.  II.  Moore; 
and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  one,  of  llh.  5uz,  The  Hood  of  Satur- 
day night  brought  a good  run  of  salmon  up,  and  on  Monday 
no  less  Ilian  Hovcnly  list)  wero  taken  In  the  net  below  Trews 
Weir.  Coarso  fishing  in  canal,  .to,,  Is  still  good,  tho  best  sport 
being  with  tho  porch,  some  of  which  arc  running  a much  holler 
size  tills  season,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  adds  another  carp,  of  Jib. , 
to  bis  already  good  score.  H un  Pai.mku. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).  With  the  exception 
of  weeds  boro  and  there  in  the  Fen  district,  flic  waters  are 
in  capital  trim  for  angling.  A good  deal  of  cutting  lias  been  done, 
and  a great  quantity  of  water  is  available,  and  the  recent  rains 
have  put  the  tlsh  pretty  generally  on  tho  move.  Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Fish  in  this  district  are  now  in  capital 
condition,  and  when  cure  is  taken  some  big  bags  of  miscellaneous 
fish  are  scoured.  Roach,  dace,  perch,  and  chub  are  all  on  the 
feed.  In  tho  water  in  tho  Betfurtl  district  several  line  trout  have 
again  been  secured. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — Sport  has  been  of  a much  improved  charac- 
ter during  the  past  week.  Tho  weather  has  generally  been  more 
seasonable,  and  the  water  in  both  rivers  is  in  grand  order.  Fish 
have  been  uncertain,  but  on  several  occasions  they  have  fed  well, 
and  some  very  good  catches  have  resulted.  At'tho  Ferry  Boat 
and  at  Cook’s  Ferry,  a few  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  At  Brox- 
bouruesome  good  sport  has  boen  had  lately.  Mr.  J.  Woodard 
bad  about  101b.  of  roach,  some  of  them  well  over  a pound.  Two 
other  gentlemen  accounted  for  about  401b.  of  bream.  At.  the  Fish 
and  Eels,  Hoddesdon,  some  good  roach  wero  taken  lust.  Friday, 
i’he  weeds  are  cut  in  the  Dobb’s  Weir  Fishery, leaving  all  the  best 
swims  open;  tho  pike  fishing  will  commence  on  September  1 ; I 
saw  two  very  large  trout  there  on  Saturday  last.  At  lloydon  on 
the  Stort,  perch  and  roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed.  At  Harlow, 
some  good  loach,  perch,  and  dace  have  been  caught  by  Messrs. 
Watling,  Ryan,  Barclay,  Ashton,  and  others;  the  weeds  there  are 
now  being  out. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lug-g-,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Heavy  storms 
on  Sunday  caused  a rise  of  more  than  a foot  of  muddy  water, 
which  is  now  fast  running  off  and  clearing,  and  is  now  in  order 
for  fly,  Ac.  This  will  make  - the  prospects  of  sport  during  the 
coming  week  very  good.  Best  flies:  Late  Brown,  July  Dun, 
Sky  Blue  Ants,  Silver  Blue,  Spinners,  and  July  Gnat.  Minnow 
should  be  good. — R.  T.  WILLIAMS. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— I am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  favourably,  amongst  the  takes  being  a nice  trout  of  1 Alb., 
the  first  ever  taken  from  this  water.  As  1 am  writing  this,  good 
reports  are  coming  in  about  the  roach  being  well  on  the  feed. 
Messrs.  Smith,  seven  jack,  301b.;  Young,  three,  131b.;  Shultz, 
one.  4Jlb. : Shultz,  jun.,  one,  7Jlb.;  Noris,  three,  I3lb. ; Mitchel, 
three,  121b,;  Salmon,  eleven,  521b.;  Cameron,  six,  301b.;  Cam- 
bell, two,  71b.:  Jones,  four,  1 J Jib. ; Arnold,  131b.  roach;  Fry, 
101b.;  King,  41b.;  Yates,  71b.;  Jaques,  one  trout  141b  — j 
Warner. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  remains  somewhat  clear, 
still  sport  remains  very  satisfactory;  many  good  takes  of  bream 
and  roach  have  been  had  during  the  week.  Early  morning  and 
late  in  the  evening  have  been  the  best  times  for  both,  and  brand- 
lings for  the  former,  and  creed  wheat  for  the  latter,  the  most  suit- 
able baits.  Rudd  are  still  1'eediDg  rather  freely,  as  are  also  chub, 
but  neither  of  them  are  rising  at  the  fly  just  note. — B. 

Plymouth. — Sport  in  the  rivers  is  pretty  much  the  same,  but 
the  water  has  run  down  very  clear  ; there  are  plenty  of  peel  in 
the  higher  reaches,  in  fact  right  up  on  the  moor. 

Slapton  Ley. — Excellent  fishing  still  continues  here.  The 
Messrs.  Innes  Brothers,  Bath,  daily  had  good  catches  of  pike  and 
rudd  and  eels,  the  largest  of  the  former  Sib.  Mr.  Davis  also  had 
first-rate  sport,  also  Mr.  Harvey,  Torquay,  and  Mr.  White,  and 
others.  But  the  premier  honours  go,  as  on  former  occasions,  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Shrub, sole,  the  former  taking  some  very  large 
baskets  of  rudd,  some  up  to  1 Jib.  each,  the  admiration  of  all  those 
who  saw  them. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rain  has  fallen 
more  or  less  daily,  and  rivers  are  much  clouded  and  in  fiood,  the 
low-lying  districts  being  underwater.  Reports  Irom  the  rivers 
are  meagre.  There  have  been  a few  roach  and  bream  taken  from 
the  Arun,  but  many  anglers  have  returned  home  with  empty 
baskets.  The  Rotber  is  running  high  and  strong,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  perch,  but  little  has  been  done.  The  Ouse  is 
much  clouded  and  roaching  at  a discount.  Bass  are  plentilul  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  harbours,  and  several  fish  up  to  81b.  have 
been  taken  with  rag  worm  and  sand  eel.  A few  mullet  have  been 
taken  with  rod  and  line,  but  nothing  exceeding  21b.  has  come 
under  my  notice. — Georhe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — For  1st  of  August,  after  many  years,  the 
rivers  are  in  extraordinary  order,  and  some  nice  catches  are  got. 
Spring  flies  killing.  I should  like  to  know  who  and  where  and 
when  a gallon  of  prawns  was  ever  taken  by  one  person  in  N. 
Devon,  as  a writer  said  last  week. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— Rain  has  been  had  in  this  part,  but  the 
river  is  in  fair  order  for  angling.  The  river  has  risen  and  is 
’ stained,  but  is  going  down,  and  should  be  in  good  order  by  the 
end  of  the  week.  A good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Wasp 
grub  has  been  the  best  killing  bait  since  the  rain,  and  some 
good  dishes  of  fish  have  been  taken.  The  Hies  used  are  the 
Rale  Blue,  Coachman,  Governor,  Wickham,  and  Spinners 
Grayling  are  feeding  well,  and  several  good  lots  landed.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
and  improved  by  the  rain.  Some  good  lots  of  trout  taken  bottom 
fishing  from  the  Corve. — S.  L. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— River  in  splendid  condition  for 
trout  fishing;  no  Salmon  have  been  seen  moving  here  with  the  fast 
Hoods,  Wednesday  and  Sunday. — BonisennV. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Rare  sport  here  with  the  bream  this  last 
week.  Mr.  Beach,  Mr.  Bream,  some  fine  specimen  bream;  Mr. 
Teal,  of  Cavendish-square,  five  bream,  lljlb. ; Mr.  Pocock  1 
KiDgwood-terrace,  Munster-road,  Fulham,  eight  bream  and  one 
eel,  9J1D.;  Mr.  Slugg  and  Mr.  Otto  several  bream  and  roach, 
and  one  carp,  31b. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Sport  around  Boston  con- 
tinues good,  and  roach  are  coming  to  hand  from  soldo  of  tho 
swims  in  a very  satisfactory  condition.  From  bailed  spots  some 
anglers  lmve  been  getting  I lib.  or  151b.  of  roach  in  a day.  Some 
of  the  fish  run  to  a good  size.  Tbo  Forty-foot  is  said  lo  bo  pro- 
ducing good  fish.  Liici. 

Wye  (Builth,  Wales).— River  still  high  from  continued 
rain.  Tho  following  anglers  bad  good  baskets  of  trout  on  brooks 
with  the  worm:  Messrs.  Howell,  Roberts,  Lloyd,  Newoome,  Price, 
Rev.  Harris,  and  Jones;  fourteen  pike  taken  with  Kill  Devon 
Minnow;  weather  unsettled ; best  bait,  worm.— W.  B.  Ill)  berth. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth — The  sea  fishing  in  our  neighbourhood  is  pretty 
much  the  same  this  week  as  the  last.  Tho  weather  is  settled  in 
much  liner,  and  the  mackerel  are  being  caught  by  thousands ; 
in  fact,  the  fishermen  Hay  they  are  hardly  worth  catching,  there 
is  such  a quantity  in  tho  market.  One  of  tho  fishermen  lias  just, 
come  in  from  tho  west  end  , of  the  Broak water  with  four  dozen 
nice  pollack,  all. caught  with  the  black  sand-eel,  ranging  from  41b. 
to  41b.  All  were  very  fine  fish,  but  lie  reports  that  tile  chad  wore  a 
great  nuisance,  anddio  says  bn  could  have  filled  bis  boat  with  them 
il  he  tried  to  catch  them.  Bass  are  getting  more  plentiful,  and  wo 
may  now  look  out  for  them  at  their  various  haunts.  Several 
shoals  of  grey  mullet  have  Doom  seen  in  tho  neighbourhood  of 
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Mill  bay . I was  out  one  night  last  week  trying  for  pollack  with  a 
school  of  mackerel  near  mo  by  Drake « Island,  and  in  ton 
minutes  I found  I wan  cl  oho  to  a school  of  porpoises,  who  wero 
blowing  close  to  tho  boat,  'They  were  going  In  the  direction  of 
the  Hamouze,  and  (mint  have  boon  driving  the  Hcbool  of  mackerel 
before  them,  hk  J heard  the  next  morning  that  they  had  been  seen 
off  the  dockyard. 

Portmagee. — Sport  ban  fallen  off  among  bottom  fishers.  but 
good  sport  continucH  to  be  bad  by  anglers  trolling  for  pollock 
with  the  red  or  white  rubber  cola.  finale  and  Jing  are.  very 
numerous,  but  are  only  fished  for  with  nets.  Mackerel  have  once 
more  appeared  in  large  shoals  outside  the  harbour.-  T.  J.  D. 

Valentia.  Troblng  for  pollack  si  ill  affords  much  Bport,  Mr. 
■I.  Sullivan  on  one  day  got  to  hi  own  rod  thirty . pollack, 
including  three  of  151b.  each.  Weather  very  unfavourable  for 
Mea  angling  at  time  of  writing.  -T.  A J>. 

Waterville. — Sport  has  been  good,  especially  among  bottom 
fishers  after  gurnard,  bream,  Ac.  Bollocking  has  improved, 
and  i’k  now  affording  fair  sport.  Sea  flHbing  iH  now  in  full  swing 
here,  and  all  kindH  of  fish  are  reported  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Mevagfisfly.— Good  all-round  fishing  is  now  to  he  obtained  at 
this  place,  as  all  kinds  of  llsh  are  now  fairly  plentiful.  For  those 
who  prefer  the  offing,  conger,  cod,  ling,  ray,  and  skate,  also 
whiting,  bream,  pollack,  and  gurnet  will  prove  both  enjoyable  and 
profitable  sport.  Baits  of  all  kinds  are  plentiful,  mackerel, 
pilchards,  and  squid  being  in  greatest  demand  : whilst  those  who 
prefer  fishing  by  the  shore  will  Do  amply  repaid  with  good  tukes 
of  pollack  and  mackerel. — J.  B. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Dee,  Don,  See.  (Aberdeenshire).— Fish  'are  plentiful,  but 

have  not  been  got  freely  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  water. 
On  the  Ballater  reaches  a few  grilse  and  an  occasional  salmon  are 
being  landed.  On  Morven  waters  Mr.  J.  Bennie  had  three,  of 
J^lby  81b.,  and  41b.,  and  other  two  of  8£lb.  and  5£ib.  On  the 
Glen  Tana  reaches  Sir  Win.  O.  Brook’s  party  have  not  been  over 
successful  lately,  and  aro  far  behind  last  year's  reeprd  for  the 
spring  and  summer.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters  the  gillie 
landed  a fine  salmon  of  201b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  4£lb.  and  5£lb., 
while  Mr.  Milne  had  one  of  221b.  on  same  water.  On  the  Kincar- 
dine O'Neil  reaches  the  week  has  been  a blank  as  far  as  salmon, 
and  sea  trout  have  been  scarce,  but  some  splendid  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  made.  On  the  Commonly  water  Mr. 
Nicol’s  keeper  landed  two  grilse.  On  Woodend  Mr.  Win.  F. 
Watson’s  keeper  had  a salmon  of  171b.  and  some  grilse,  and  a few 
have  been  got  lower  down.  On  the  Don  the  season  is  on  the 
wane,  but  it  has  been  a capital  one  for  trout,  and  almost  a blank 
for  salmon  and  grilse.  On  the  Ythan  good  sport  is  now  being 
got.  but  with  more  settled  weather  it  would  be  even  better. 
Among  others  here  just  now  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Burchart, 
Bicaster;  Col.  Hunter,  Tillery;  Mr.  McKinnon,  Aberdeen,  The 
heaviest  trout  up  till  now  has  been  a beauty  of  2£lb.,  and  they  are 
daily  getting  more  plentiful. — Deesider 
Deveron  (Banffshire). — Fair  sport  was  got  on  this  river 
during  the  past  week,  and,  should  the  water  keep  in  anything 
like  good  condition,  angling  will  improve  as  the  season  advances. 
On  the  Netherdale  section,  the  keeper,  three  grilse,  and,  a salmon 
of  fair  size.  On  the  Carnousie  section,  Mr.  Alvas  had  a grilse  of 
Clb.  On  the  Edinglassie  water,  Mr.  Andrew  McPherson,  Bev.  D. 
McAulg,  Mr.  Wood,  and  the  keeper  had  a fish  each.  On  the 
Blairmore  water,  had  a salmon  of  91b.,  and  a grilse  of  41b.  On  the 
Beldornie  water,  Dr.  Lauderdale  had  a grilse  of  Clb.  The  hauls 
of  fish  were  not  so  heavy  on  the  river  by  the  nets  as  they  were  at 
sea.— H.  W. 

Xnchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— On  July  23.  Drs. 
Lockwood,  Ballance,  and  Bennet,  and  Messrs.  Young,  Aitkerr, 
Morris,  Paisley,  and  Molyneux  lishing  Lochs  Assynt,  Awe, 
Gillaroo,  rivers  Trelagill  and  Loanon  had  320  trout,  weighing 
1201b.,  two  salmon,  141b,,  four  grilse,  171b.,  and  four  sea  trout, 
7|lb.  Loch  Assynt  is  now  well  stocked  with  salmon,  and  with 
favourable  weather  good  sport  ought  to  be  got. — W.  W. 

Xiochboisdale  (South  Uist). — The  following  are  some  of 
the  baskets  made  last  week  by  gentlemen  out  from  Lochboisdale 
Hotel : 23rd,  Dr.  Leitch,  eight  trout,  31b. ; Col.  Echaloz,  six  trout, 
r,lb. ; Dr.  Murray,  seven  trout,  71b.;  Mr.  Hogarth,  six  trout,  41b.; 
Dr.  Hodsdon,  two  sea  trout.  151b.  24th,  Dr.  Leitch,  one  sea 

trout,  41b.;  Dr.  Yeo,  one  sea  trout,  51b.;  Dr.  Hodsdon,  one  sea 
trout,  41b.  25th,  Dr.  Murray,  eight  sea  trout,  71b.;  Mr.  Wother- 

spo.on,  nine  trout,  6lb.;  Dr.  Yeo,  two  trout,  21b.;  Mr.  Hogarth, 
live  sea  trout,  41b.  26th,  Mr.  Sword,  four  sea  trout,  4|lb.  ; Mr. 

Wotherspoon,  nine  trout,  Gib.  27th,  Col.  Echaloz,  one  sea  trout, 
31b.  ; Dr.  Hodsdon,  one  sea  trout,  21b  ; Dr.  Leitch,  eight  trout, 
4^1b.  28th,  Mr.  Trollope,  six  trout,  3£lb.;  Mr.  Sword,  one  grilse, 
2£lb.,  and  four  sea  trout,  4|lb. — S.  HcK. 

Lochmaree  (Kinlochewe  Hotel,  Ross-shire). — Messrs. 
Broadly  and  Care  well  caught  six  good  sea  trout  (two  largest  31b). 
■Several  other  gentlemen  have  made  good  baskets.  Sea  trout  are 
plentiful,  and  every  prospect  of  the  lishing  continuing  good.— M. 
A.  MACDONALD. 

Loch  Stannoch,  Bunalastair  Hotel  (Kinloch,  Ran- 

noch).— Anglers  from  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  have  had  fairlvgood 
sport,  157  trout  were. killed  between  the  25th  and  28th  by  the 
following  gentlemen ; Messrs.  Openshaw,  Hoare,  Voelcker, 
Higson,  and  Grierson,  and  on  the  26th  Mr.  Higson  killed  sixteen 
trout  weighing  li£lb.— George  Gow. 

South,  of  Scotland.— The  sport  on  the  district  rivers  has 
not  been  quite  so  good,  although  very  fair  baskets  of  herling  have 
been  obtained  on  some  of  the  rivers,  notably  that  of  the  Annan. 
All  our  Border  streams  have  run  down  very  low,  and  the  waters 
are  exceedingly  clear  this  week.  In  the  Annan  herling  swarm  in 
thousands  in  the  lower  waters.  The  catches  have  not  been  so  * 
heavy  owing  to  the  bright  and  hot  weather.  Fly-flshers  have  not 
done  much  through  the  day.  One  angler  had  twenty-one  herling 
on  Monday  morning  with  lly  in  the  portion  below  Annan  bridge. 
Other  rods  had  from  four  to  t welve  each.  Fishing  at  night  has 
been  fairly  good.  Mr.  W.  Wright  killed  nineteen  on  Monday 
with  fly;  Rev.  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Edinburgh,  had  fourteen;  Mr. 

F.  J.  Robertson,  Edinburgh,  fair  basket ; Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton. 
Southport,  catches  up  to  six  with  fly.  ( )ne  rod  had  a heavy  has  la  t 
on  Tuesday  v*ith  the  brandling  worm. — W.  WRIGHT. 

Spey.— The  water  has  settled  down,  and  good  sport  is  now 
anticipated.  On  the  middle  roaches,  good  sport  is  being  had, 
with  grilse  principally,  although  a few  salmon  are  being  got.’ 
On  tho  casts,  from  Aberlour  dovynwards,  little  or  nothing  is 
being  done,  each  season  getting  worse  than  its  predecessor; 
doubtless  a result  of  the  netting,  which  is  carried  on  so 
systematically.  The  sea  fishings  continue  to  bo  average.— J.  M. 

Tweed.  The  past  week  has  not  boen  ono  calculated  to  raise 
the  spirits  of  tho  Waltonian  plying  tho  rod  and  line  ou  this  river 
in  the  Kelso  district.  Tho  weather  has  been  abnormally  line, 
and  as  a consequence  the  river  has  dwindled  down  to  very  small 
proportions;  as  has  also  the  Toviot,  while  tho  smaller  tributary 
streams  are  now  mero  shadows  of  their  former  selves.  I n t lio 
Kelso  district,  and  all  around  this  neighbourhood,  takes  have 
been  very  light,  both  on  tho  above  ri reran d in  the  Toviot.  The 
tributary,  streams  have  done  no  hotter,  and  the  highest  weight 
got  on  any  of  them  in  the  district  has  been  somewhere  about  21b 
to  31b. — M \ XWHBBp. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.  -TIiIk  .wools  npuW  1ms  been  rather 
poor.  Willi  so  Hindi  thumtor  in  the  air.  IIhIi  minion  and  aoa 
trout — wore  greatly  off  tile  lake.  However,  Rome  fair  bnirs  wero 
mnfio.— W.  IIlA.Uk  Annum, 
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Bann  (Toome  Bridge).— Water  hero  in  good  condition 
trout  rising  fairly  well.  Mr.  Warren,  London,  got  two  nice  trout 
on  Saturday,  one  over  31b.  Perch  very  plentiful  and  taking  well ; 
perch  fishers  have  fine  amusement;  pike  are  also  doing  well. — 

F.  G. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— Since  laBt  report 
not  much  has  been  done  hero.  Mr.  John  Mills  got  three  trout. 
4Jlb.  A couple  of  grilse,  and  a fresh-run  flab,  of  lvlb. , was  killed 
by  a gentleman  on  the  upper  reaches  last  week.  Another  Hood  i 
required  badly. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— In  the  freshets  of  last  week  there 
was  a nice  run  of  salmon  and  grilse,  and  the  river  just  now  is 
pretty  well  stocked.  . This  week  a few  fish  up  to  lGlb.  were  killed. 
On  the  Bride,  last  week,  a brown  trout,  G^lb.,  was  killed.— J.  A.  B. 

Connaught  Rivers.— In  the  past  week,  owing  to  atmo- 
spherical causes,  angling  on  the  western  rivers  was  not  so  good. 
On  the  Corrib,  in  the  past  few  days,  Capt.  Dennis  had  nineteen 
peal  and  salmon;  Mr.  D.  Longworth,  eighteen;  Air.  T.  U.  P 
Hallet,  six;  Mr.  D.  Miller,  three;  Commander  Low,  E.N.,  four; 
while  Colonel  Cochrane,  Mr.  Milburn,  Councillor  Sullivan,  and 
others,  had  a few  trout  and  salmon  each.  On  Moy  and  Lough 
Conn,  Alessrs.  C.  Holmes.  Graham,  East,  Blaine,  Scrope,  Ashton 
and  Fitzgerald  had  good  creels  of  grilse  and  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake. — Sport  lias  improved  very  much,  and  good 
baskets  of  white  and  brown  trout  are  now  the  rule.  The  best 
basket  had  during  the  week  was  one  of  three  dozen  white  and 
brown  trout  obtained  by  a local  angler.  Baskets  averaging  two 
dozen  were  had  by  gentlemen  out  from  the  hotels.  This  water  is 
now  in  good  angling  order,  and  contains  a large  supply  of  large 
sized  white  trout. — T.  J.  D. 


Inuy  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been  good  at  white  trout 
among  anglers  who  were  out  in  the  early  morning  or  late  even- 
ings. The  baskets  had  during  the  week  varied  from  a dozen  to 
eighteen,  but  no  heavier  trout  than  21b.  was  had.  Salmon  anglers 
have  had  fair  sport  on  a couple  of  days,  the  best  record  in  this 
line  for  one  day  being  three  salmon,  201b.,  creeled  by  Mr.  Logan 
from  the  Hartopp  Arms  Hotel.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Deboe  got 
a salmon  and  lost  another.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  numerous 
on  this  water,  but  it  is  again  running  too  low. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport  has 
fallen  off  since  last  report  owing  to  bright  weather  and  calm 
water.  Fifteen  was  the  best  number  of  sea  trout  recorded  as 
having  been  got  to  a single  rod  in  a day,  but  the  average  basket 
all  round  was  only  six  sea  trout.  The  following  were  among  the 
more  successful  anglers : Major  Cresswell,  Colonel  Rogers, 
Surgeon-Colonel  Eae,  Major  Beynolds,  Messrs.  Logan,  Stanford, 
Brooke-Leeds,  Parsons,  Price,  Hunt,  Sullivan,  E.  W.  Cotter,  D. 
Dwyer,  D.  Carran,  and  Simms.  A few  salmon  have  been  had  by 
Colonel  Eogers,  Major  Cresswell,  and  Mr.  Simms,  whose  fish 
averaged  81b.  The  brown  trout  fishing  was  pretty  good,  and 
several  good  fish  of  this  description  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  t Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— On  Lough 
Coomavoher  large  baskets  of  brown  trout  were  had  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  six  dozen  running  about 
four  to  the  pound.  On  Loughnabricdarrig  also  good  records  were 
made,  but  on  Cummeravanig  and  Drenane  very  little  was  done. — 
T.  J.  D. 


Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Poor  angling  weather — 
heavy  atmosphere,  calm,  with  drizzling  rain.  Plenty  of  fishing 
in  the  river,  but  the  fish  will  not  rise  freely  until  there  is  a change. 
The  best  catches  any  one-,  day  were  five  fish  by  Mr.  Gilchrist 
Clarke,  four  grilBe  by  Master  Simon  Scrop,  and  six  grilse  by 
Master  Perry.  Others  had  a few  nice  fish  for  the  run  of  tbe 
week— Frank  Hearns. 


Rosses  (co.  Donegal). — In  the  past  week,  Major  Gosselyn 
and  Lieutenant  Gosselyn,  E.A.,  Miss  Gosselyn,  and  the  Messrs. 
Scott  and  Bell,  killed  on  the  Bosses  Fishery  ninety-four  sea  trout 
averaging  about  ljlb.  each,  and  also  bags  of  brown  trout.  The 
largest  bag  waB  made  by  Major  Gosselyn  and  Lieutenant  Gosselyn 
on  Tully  Lake.  Seventeen  white  trout,  weighing  211b.  Sloz., 
heaviest  fish,  3£lb.,  while  Messrs.  Bell  bagged  thirteen  brown  trout 
on  Owenamara;  and  Messrs.  Scott,  twelve  trout  on  Loughalmore. 
— J.  B.  , 


Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been 
first-class  on  these  waters  both  at  white  and  brown  trout,  but 
full  details  have  not  been  had.  These  waters  comprise  Lough- 
naiska,  Loughnamona,  Loughillaneeina  and  Derriaua,  all  good, 
but  the  first-mentioned  is  generally  accounted  the  best.  August 
is  looked  upon  as  the  best  month  on  all  these  waters  for  sea 
trout.  All  are  preserved  strictly  and  are  never  over-fished. 
Permission  to  fish  for  a day  or  two  is  not  difficult  to  obtain— 
T.  J.  D. 


Imports  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.— Monday  next  (August  G)  being 
Bank  Holiday,  there  will  be  no  meeting  of  the  committee. — 
E.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  Western  District  Visiting 

List. — A most  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Queen’s  Pisc»- 
torials.  Chapel-street,  on  July  30.  Ten  clubs  answered  the  roll 
call.  On  opening  the  A.B.S.  box  it  contained  the  sum  of  2Gs. 
The  next  visit  goes  to  theEoyal  George,  Queen’s  Arms,  Batemun- 
street,  Soho.  1 hope  to  see  a good  muster. — i.  Haheis. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receiptof  .£1  5s.,  on  account 
of  the  Sixth  Eye  House  Competition.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  August  10,  at  8.30. — 
E.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — The 

following  weighed-in : Mr.  Carey,  71b.  13oz.  of  roach ; Air. 
Abraham,  roach;  Mr.  Turner,  roach;  Mr.  E.  Challen,  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  Jackson,  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  H.  Challen,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Slack,  roach.  The  pegged-down  match  takes  place  on  Aug. 
12 ; members  in  arrears  please  come  up  and  settle  up  to  be  eligible 
for  fhis  competition,  and  oblige. — B.  Abrahams. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  mem" 
bers  of  the  above  fished  a competition  in  the  Arun  on  July  211,  for 
their  July  series  of  prizes  with  the  following  result:  Mr.  H. 
Patman,  13$lb.,  first;  Mr.  J.  Warman,  1 1 Jib.,  second;  A.  Conn, 
101b.  2oz.,  third.  Mr.  W.  S.  Clarke  weighed-in  111b. of  bream  from 
the  same  river,  but  did  not  take  part  in  the  competition.  Messrs. 
J.  Smith,  G.  Hamp,  and  G.  Armstrong  also  had  fish,  and  Mr 
Woodhead,  a new  member,  weighed-in  his  maiden  show  of  fish, 
181b.,  from  the  Medway.  Total  gross  weight  of  fish  Sljlb  — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  29 
Messrs.  Ilich,  C.  Payne,  and  Gill  weighed-in  fish.  Our  quarterly 
peg-down  match  will  lake  place  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  19. — A 
WlI.SU  AW. 

Camden  Angling  Society.— On  July  29  soveral  of  our 
members  were  out,  the  following  weighed-in  : Mr.  Marshall,  jack 
and-roach  ; Mr.  Speaight,  roach;  Mr.  Amcy,  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Critqher,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  White,  roach  and  perch. 
Members  are  reminded  that  next  Wednesday  is  clearing  night — 
E.  T.  White. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— The  following  weighed- 
in  on  the  29th  ult. : Messrs.  P.  lleester,  bream;  S.  Riley,  roach 
and  bream ; C.  Marney,  roach  and  bream  ; J.  ItHey,  bream  and 


roach  ; Mr.  G.  Lewis  (lion,  member)  showed  a nice  tray  of  bream, 
four  of  them  bumping  tho  scales  at  111b. — 0.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society.— 
On  July  29  Mr.  E.  Garbreclit  weighed  roach  and  dace,  41b.  IJoz.  , 
Mr.  B.  Sharpless,  roach,  21b.  oloz.  No  fish  will  he  weighed  on 
Aug.  5.  Tho  two  days’  catch  will  be  weighed  on  Monday  up  till 
11.45.-J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Club.— Two  days'  competi- 
tion, Sunday  and  Monday,  open,  roving. — N.  Limdben. 

Clissold  Angling  Society. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  On  July  29  last,  but  met  with  poor  success,  Mr.  Bampton  being 
the  only  member  to  weigh-in.  On  Sunday  and  Monday  next  we 
fish  for  three  prizes  (open),  and  one  special  prize  ; Maldon  only  ; 
low  path  and  meadow  Bide  only;  to  weigh-in  not  after  11.30  on 
Monday  night.  No  punt  or  barge  fishing  allowed. — E.  J.  Mat. LETT. 

Dalston  Angling  Society. — On  July  29  most  of  my 
members  were  out.  Alessrs.  Poore.  Eobinson,  Pocock,  anil 
Parsam  weighed-in  some  fine  bream,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Tues- 
day I had  a very  good  attendance.  Two  new  members  were 
made,  and  it  was  decided  that  there  should  be  no  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  the  7th,  hut  the  secretary  will  attend  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions. 

Sixth  Eye  HouseCompetition— Since  my  last  report  I beg  to 
acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  10s.  from  the  Lincoln 
Angling  Society,  and  from  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  for  the 
Seventh  competition  3s.— S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians.— The  first  roving  match  competiiion 
of  this  society  took  place  on  July  29,  at  Pulhorjugh.  The 
weather  was  exceptionally  unfavourable,  as  without  intermission 
there  was  a continuous  downpour  of  rain.  The  first  nrize  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Conway,  the  second  prize  by  Mr.  C.  Dunlop,  the 
third  prize  fell  to  Mr.  Redman. — H.  W.  Stagg. 

Eagle  Angling  Society.— On  July  29,  Mr.  Dunford,  some 
good  roach  from  the  Lea  ; Messrs.  Ashmore,  Price,  Wells,  and 
Dyer,  some  floe  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley,  also  Air.  Aides 
a good  show  of  dace  from  the  Stort.  Dr.  Hall’s  prize  can  now  be 
competed  for;  gross  weight,  four  days  during  August ; one  day  a 
week;  members  to  declare  on  overnight.  Committee  meeting 
Tuesday  next,  Aug.  7.  Mr.  T.  Collier  has  just  weighed-in  531b., 
bream. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.— On  July  29  the  following 
weighed-in;  Messrs.  Balaam,  roach  and  perch;  Phesay,  perch; 
Price,  roach;  Knight,  roach;  and  Luck,  roach  and  dace.  On 
Aug.  5,  members  compete  for  Mr.  H.  S.  Warwick’s  prize.  Condi- 
tions: All  fish.  Broxbourne.  Members  are  requested  to  give  in 
their  names  at  once  for  the  first  pegged-down  match. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.— Only  five  showed  up 
on  July  29.  The  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Crow,  with 
bream,  131b.  3Joz.,  and  one  barbel,  lib.  7Joz. ; Chapman,  b etm 
and  roach  (one  roach  lib.  ll|oz.) ; Verity,  roach;  and  W. 
Browning  and  West,  bream.  August  7 will  be  quarterly  night.  I 
should  like  to  see  as  many  members  as  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend,  as  1 expect  several  gentlemen  will  be  present  to  join  our 
society.— John  Goatley. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was 
held  on  the  19th  ult.  Mr.  J.  H.  Eich  occupied  the  chair.  The 
formal  business  having  been  disposed  of,  Air.  Wm.  Bayly  was 
elected  an  active  member,  and  Mr.  J.  Drew  an  honorary  member. 
The  prize  list  for  the  present  season,  and  which  contained  twenty- 
five  prizes,  was  passed  by  the  members  as  drawn  up  by  the 
committee.  Messrs.  C.  Green  and  .T.  H.  Eieh  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  attend  the  next  delegate  meeting  of  the  societies  at  the 
Foresters  Hall.— W.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society.— The  return  visit  took 
place  at  the  above  club  on  Tuesday  last,  when  there  was  the 
grand  total  of  two  clubs  answered  to  the  roll.  I do  think  the 
Good  Intent  might  have  deputed  one  or  more  of  their  members  to 
return  the  compliment.  I am  thankful  to  those  non-angling 
friends  who  made  our  concert  a great  success. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society.— There 
were  some  very  fine  takes  of  fish  bv  the  members  or  this  society 
on  J uly  29.  Mr.  J.  Osborne  had  21b.  2oz.  roach,  and  221b.  9oz. 
bream  ; Air.  Blatchley.  231b.  9oz.  bream,  one  wefghing  31b.  Gfoz.  • 
Air.  Cartwright,  bream,  ]«lb„  two  roach,  lib.  2oz. ; Mr.  Uutchingsj 
bream, T31b.-7oz.  The  other  smaller  takes  made  a total  of  about 
82§lb. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— At  our  peg-down  match  at  Hatfield  Pevcrel 
only  three  prizes  were  taken,  as  follows:  Air.  Jones,  first, dace : 
Air.  Well,  second,  perch;  Mr.  C.  T.  Bussell,  111  rd,  roach  The 
remaining  prizes  that  are  left  will  be  fished  for  after  the  holidays. 
Mr.  A.  Fish  woiglied-in  some  nice  bream  and  roach.  Air.  Braham 
a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Our  annual  dinner  lakes  place 
on  Aug.  2G. — C.  T.  Bussell. 

Hounsfield  Otters  Angling  Society  — On  July  22  Air.  S. 
Smith  had  some  more  handsome  roach— five  fish,  Gib.  4Soz.  (best, 
lib.  lOJoz.):  Mr.  Thomas,  71b.  l^oz.  of  roach;  and  Air.  W.  Jones’ 
51b.  2oz.,  ditto;  while  Messrs.  J.  Stephens,  H.  Newett,  and  a! 
Smith,  with  smaller  lots,  brought  the  total  up  to  201b.  1 ljoz.  Our 
show  on  July  29  was  a good  one.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
were  Messrs.  S.  Smith,  bream,  Gib.  Guz.  ; F.  Ashwood,  roach, 
41h.  4oz. ; Thomas,  roach.  41b.  9Joz.,  and  a barbel  cf  31b.  lOoz.  • 
J.  Stephens,  roach  and  dace,  Gib.  lljoz. ; E.  Watling,  roach’, 
21b.  7oz. : J.  Peel,  A.  Smith,  H.  Newett,  W.  and  S.  E.  Jones,  ami 

E.  Alaedonald. — F.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  29  last  Air. 

F.  Newton  weighed-in  12jlb.  of  roach.— E.  Guurnky. 
Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  July  29, 

Air.  A.  Pope  weighed-in  chub,  bream,  and  roach;  and  Alessrs. 
Fitzgerald  and  Wilson,  roach.  I would  remind  members  that  we 
have  our  usual  extension  for  Bank  Holiday. — SNAP. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society— Tho  following 
weighed-in  on  July  29  hist:  Messrs.  Heir,  J.  U.  Herbert,  G. 
Holder,  Englis,  and  Burwash— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association.— Mr.  O.  E. 
Lock,  fishing  from  the  Thames  bank,  morning  and  evening,  on 
July  24,  25.2G,  and  27,  accounted  for  411b.  3Joz.  of  barbel,  bream, 
and  roach.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  C.  .1.  Carter  saved  us  from  a blank 
with  dace  and  elntb,  one  dace  going  7Joz— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  July  29,  the.  fol'owing  had 
fish : Messrs.  Briley,  bream  and  roach,  one  bream,  21b.  9oz. ; 
More,  roach  and  dace;  White,  chub;  Packer,  bream  and  roach ■ 
Haytread,  roach  ; Richardson,  roach;  Cooke,  roach.  An  ouling 
was  arranged  to  take  place  at  Bourne  End,  on  Aug.  2G  ; prizes 
to  be  arranged  on  Aug.  15,  lo  which  I hope  all  members  will  do 
their  best  to  turn  up— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association— Some  very  lino  bream 
and  perch  wer ' captured  from  the  Cheshire  Mere,  visited  last 
week  by  some  of  our  members,  several  of  the  former  going  3 jit:, 
and  41h,  and  the  latter  jib.  and  Jib.  A few  good  roach  were  also 
landed.  On  the  Au  just  Bank  Holiday  we  visit  that  old  and  favourite 
water,  the  Vyrnwy,  at  Llanymynech,  tho  sceue  of  some  scores  of 
pleasant,  jolly,  and  successful  pilgrimages  in  tho  years  gone  by, 
und  where  there  used  to  bo  plenty  of  nearly  all  kinds  of  llsli,  a 
warm  welcome,  and  freedom,  Anglers  were  not  so  plentiful  then 
Loch  Leven  trout,  from  our  Euabon  water  iii  our  collection. 
Weight,  21h.  lljoz,  ; length,  1 7 J in. — E.  WOOLFALL. 

Liverpool  “ East  End  “Angling  Association— Tho 
meeting  on  Alonday  last  was  very  well  attended,  when  arrange- 
ment were  made  for  the  match  on  August  Bank  Holiday  at 
Eossett.  All  intending  to  eompeto  will  travel  by  the  7.30  a.m. 
train  from  Woodside  station. — James  Beynolds. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.— Soveral  members  have  been 


out  during  tho  week  and  had  good  sport,  especially  with  the  dace. 
On  Tuesday  next  an  important  matter  will  be  brought  forward, 
which  must  be  cleared  up,  and  for  that  reason  it  was  decided  not 
to  postpone  the  meeting  next  week,  as  is  usual  at  holiday  times. 
— Jno.  Comber. 

North  East  Brothers. — Tho  peg-down,  at  Maldon,  on 
29th  ult,,  resulted  as  follows:  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  first,  with  dace; 
C.  Lamb,  sen.,  second,  roach;  O.  Smith,  third,  roach.  The 
following  also  weighed-in:  Messrs.  G.  Daycock,  jun.,  W.  Moore, 
C.  Drawbridge.  G Hills,  and  J.  Eaton.  Total  weight,  151b.— A.  L. 

Oak  Angling  Society.— On  July  29  Mr,  Mr.  J.  11.  Holden 
saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  a nice  show  of  roach.  We  had 
a good  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  club  decided  to  give 
prizes  for  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish.  Mr.  T.  Watts  gives  a cruet  to 
lie  fished  for.  The  largest  fish  taken  on  Sunday,  Alonday,  and 
Tuesday  next,  to  take  the  prizes  (jack  barred).— j’  II.  Holden. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society— On  July  29  Mr. 
Bygrave  weighed-in  a jack,  and  811).  IJoz.  roach  (largest  21b.  Joz.). 
At  our  annual  supper,  twenty  of  our  members  sat  down  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  repast.  The  following  gentlemen  con- 
tributed to  the  harmony : Messrs.  Cuthbert,  Stretch,  Selley, 

Isaacs,  Foster,  Barnes,  Neville,  &c.  The  next  visit  takes  place  at 
our  headquarters  on  Alonday,  August  20,  when  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  as  many  of  our  old  friends  as  possible,  please  note  date. — 
J.  Cuthbert. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society.  — On  July  29  Messrs.  Eeed, 
HiltOD,  Elbourn,  Boulfier,  Carr,  Dove,  and  Keiller  had  a few 
roach,  dace  and  bream,  but  not  a very  grand  show.  On  Tuesday 
two  new  members  were  made,  and  several  more  prizes  given.  On 
Sunday  and  Monday,  Aug.  5 and  6,  5J  guinea  prizes  will  , be  angled 
for;  all  members  to  go  where  they  like,  and  the  two  days'  fishing 
to  count. — w.  Elbourn. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials.— On  Wednesday  we  had  a 
very  large  meeting,  three  new  members  were  elected,  and  a match 
was  arranged  to  be  fished  at  Windsor,  on  Aug.  26,  for  the  sum  of 
£2,  conditions  later  on.  Mr.  Tipper  was  elected  chairman,  Air. 
Lloyde  vice,  forthe  ensuing  quarter.  There  will  beno  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  8,  but  on  the  15th.  I hope  members  will  attend 
to  make  the  conditions  of  the  match. — J.  H. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society— On  July  29  there 
was  a capital  show  of  roach  placed  on  the  trays  by  the  following— 
Air.  Kiug,  131b.  13oz.:  Air.  Dilleyston.  131b.  5oz. ; Mr.  Haynes, 
71b.  Ooz.  , and  Air.  Whit.ford,  one.  The  latter  having  a roach 
of  lib.  4ioz.  Air.  Targett,  from  the  Thames,  one  barbel,  31b.  l.joz., 
and  some  fine  dace. — W.  Bowyer, 

Queen’s  Piscatorials.— We  had  a nice  show  of  Prussian 
carp  on  July  29  by  Alessrs.  Norris,  Eldridge,  and  Gilles.  Our 
return  visit  on  the30tb  was  a great  success,  the  room  was  prettily 
decorated  and  a very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Eleven  clubs 
were  well  represented,  and,  amongst  the  host  of  talent,  the  songs 
of  Alessrs.  Alder,  P.  Garvey,  Taylor,  Holder,  Coates,  J.  Harris, 
and  Eeado  were  much  appreciated.  Our  A.  B.  box  was  found  to 
contain  £1  Gs.  Mr.  J.  Clark  of  the  Bomore  A.S.,  was  a good 
chairman,  faced  by  Air.  Challen,  Allason  United  A.S.  On  Aug, 
1st  Mr.  Keene  weighed  in  some  nice  tench  and  bream— C.  H.  S. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society— On  the  29th  ult., 
seventeen  of  our  members  took  part  in  a competition  at  Cookhain, 
with  the  following  result  ; Mr.  Hughes,  sen.,  1st;  Webber,  2nd  • 
Harris,  jun.,  3rd;  Hughes,  jun.,  4th  ; Harris,  sen.,  5th.  Air.  Dear 
showed  a very  nice  brace  of  bream,  the  largest  sealing  51b.  On 
Aug.  1 we  had  a goodly  attendance,  and  got  through  a deal  of  busi- 
ness, a hearty  vote  of  thanks  being  accoidedto  Mr.  Jardineand 
Air.  Challen,  who  have  very  kind  y given  us  two  very  valuable 
prizes  to  he  competed  for  during  thB  season. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society— We  had  a good  show  of 
roach  on  July  29  taken  by  Mr.  Alfred  Barclay;  also  Mr.  Dav, 
roach;  Alsford,  roach  ; andG.  Yeo,  roach;  J.  Yeo, roach;  Mortis 
roach.— F.  P. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Soc'ety.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  July  29,  with  the  following  result:  Messrs. 

G.  Johns,  with  roach,  bream,  and  dace;  Mr.  J.  Connolly,  with 
roach  and  dace;  D.  Davies,  with  roach;  and  Mr.  J.  Ryan,  with 
roach.  I have  to  thank  those  clubs  that  supported  us  on  our 
first  visit.  Fifteen  clubs  were  represented— G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.— On  the  S9lh  ult.  tho 
members  were  out  in  full  force.  Mr.  Stone  was  the  only  member 
who  weighed-in.  Messrs.  Wink  and  Stevens  had  fish,  hut  as  the 
weather  was  so  had — it  having  rained  continuously  from  morn  to 
eve — and  we  all  were  wet  to  the  skin,  the  members  would  not  go 
up  to  the  club— J.  W right. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.— On  July  29  Mr. 
Sinales  had  about  131b.  of  bream  and  roach,  largest  roach 
lib.  IJoz. ; Alessrs.  Gill,  61b.;  Massey,  51b.:  and  Brink.  31b.  I 
beg  to  remind  members  that  next  Monday  being  Bank  Holiday, 
nil  fish  caught  after  12  o'clock  (mid-day)  on  Saturday  may  be 
weighed-in  on  Monday  night. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.— On  Friday  last  wo 
made  two  working  and  one  honorary  members.  Air.  E.  Farmer 
weighed-in  about  41b.  chub  on  Friday,  and  very  kindly  presented 
to  tho  society  for  competition  a silver  cup  and  a very  curious 
“ Izaak  Walton  " silk  handkerchief  covered  with  illustrations  of 
fish  and  portrait  and  baits  of  all  kinds. — A.  (I.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List— The  next  visit 
on  this  list  will  he  to  the  South  Bermondsy  Piscatorials.  There 
not  being  convenience  for  a visit  at  the  institute  where  the  society 
is  held,  it  will  take  plaeo  at  the  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  Tavern, 
Rotherliithe,  New-road.  Notice  of  date  next  week. — Alp.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society— The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  29  : II.  Smith,  bream  and  roach ; W.  Smith,  bream  and  roach  ; 

F.  Huxell,  roach  ; Hines,  jun.,  roach;  Hicks,  roach;  West,  roach; 
Jolly,  roach  and  bream;  Gerrard,  roach;  Woodford,  roach  ami 
bream;  Chamberlin,  roach;  White, bream;  Hornblower,  bream  ; 
Ehron,  roach.  We  fish  a match  at  Dagenham  on  August  19— 

G.  Mar-BOWS. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford— Several  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  July  2!)  with  the  following  result:  Messrs.  J. 
Oakley,  roach;  II.  Tyler,  roach  ; J.  Payne,  dace  ; J.  Steer,  dace; 
II.  Fennell,  roach;  W.  Tyler,  roach;  C.  Wilderspin,  roach. 
Several  other  members  were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks. 

H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society  — We  had  some  handsome 
shows  of  llsli  on  our  trays  during  last  week.  On  the  29th  Mr. 
Betts,  roach  (largest,  fish  lib.  lloz.);  Mr.  A.  Pain,  roach;  H.  Pain, 
roach;  J.  Buss,  roach  and  daeo ; J.  J.  ltuss,  roach;  Marring, 
roach  and  bream.  On  tho  31st,  Air.  Frankum,  one  carp  31b.,  roach 
(largest  fish  lib.  5Joz.,  lib.  5oz.,  lib.  4Joz  ),  dace  (largest  fish 
8|oz  ).  Our  usual  meeting  took  place  on  tho  31st,  with  a fair 
attendance,  Air.  A,  Pain  in  the  chair,  pro  tern.  Another  prizo  has 
bcon  added  to  our  list,  and  we  have  a good  one  to  work  upon. 
Special  business  Tuesday  week, — H.  (’. 

Waltham  Brothers  (King’s  Arms).  — Flentv  of  fish 
again.  C.  Saville  had  31b.  roach  ; on  Friday,  lib.  Joz. ; Saturday, 
7ioz.;  Sunday,  Air.  Shambrooke,  31b.  roach;  Mr.  Lapwood,  l.jll). ; 
Friday,  Mr.  Chapman,  41b.  7oz.  roach;  Mr. Simmons, 9|lb.  bream 
anil  several  perch  which  were  returned.  Mr.  W.  Dear  hail  71b.  2oz. 
of  bream,  the  largest  going  41b.  15|oz.,  and  in  nice  condition. 
Messrs.  Baker  and  Williams  have  had  small  takes,  but  nothing 
out  of  tlie  way.  Mr.  Budkins  had  a nieo  eel  of  III).— A.  G.  Beach. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society.— Ou  July  25  Mr.  Marriott 
weighed-in  roach,  21b.  lloz.  ; Mr.  Mugford,  roach,  51b.  ; and  on 
July  29  Air  Grace,  roach,  311).  lloz. ; Mr.  It.  Dodge,  bream,  41b.  ; 
Air.  W.  Dodge,  roach,  &e.,  21b.  2oz  ; Mr.  Mugford,  roach,  lib. 
9oz. — J.  Packman. 
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Angling  ^fisfures. 

August  5.  ■ 

ItiittorHou  Friendly  : Itoving  matoh, 

G'lissold  : Match  at  Maldon. 

Enterprise : Matoh. 

Peokham  Brothers  : Match  at  Ambcrloy. 

I’hamix  : Match. 

August  6. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Roving  match. 

Clissold  : Match  at  Maldon. 

Liverpool  Fast  End  : Match. 

Pbamix : Match. 

August  9. 

Epsom  : Excursion  to  Amberloy. 

Aug.  12. — Allason  United  : Peg-down  match. 

,,  18. — Copenhagen  : Excursion  and  dinner. 

,,  18  and  1!). — Scrnpis  : Uaunch  outing. 

» I'd. — Battersea  Friendly  : Return  match  at  Woking, 
ii  Bh — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

’,,  19.— Stepney  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

„ 19. — Waggoners  ; Bovine  match  at  Amberley. 

,i  20. — Odds  and  Evens:  Visit. 

ii  22. — Greenwich  : Outing  to  Watoringbury. 

,,  20. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Match. 

,,  20. — Lincoln  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  20.— Prince  Arthur  : Match  at  Windsor. 


. OUR  HOLIDAY  AND  SUMMER  NUMBER. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  several  wholesale 
agents  and  very  many  anglers,  this  issue  was  published 
on  Thursday,  August  2 (one  day  earlier  than  usual),  in 
order  that  the  increased  and  increasing  demand  for  the 
Fishing  Gazette  from  subscribers  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  may  be  met.  Several  important  contributions, 
however,  arrived  too  late  for  insertion,  but  they  will 
appear  on  August  11. 


^offings  bp  fl)e 

The  Dalston  Anglers’  club-house  was  crowded  to 
excess  on  Monday  evening  to  support  good  friend  Malby, 
who  has  worked  so  hard  and  faithfully  in  the  cause  of 
the  A.B.S.  The  occasion  was  the  distribution  of  prizes 
won  in  the  late  match  on  Ihe  Lea.  The  chair  (it  goes 
without  saying)  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Beckett  (vice- 
president  of  the  Anglers’  Association),  and  he  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Parkins  and  a whole  host  of  influential 
anglers. 

******* 

Mr.  Aflalo  writes  from  West  Cornwall  that  he  is 
enjoying  grand  sea  fishing.  On  one  day  he  and  another 
took  twentv  pollack  and  twenty  bream,  the  pollack 
weighing  801b.  On  another  the  catch  included,  in  two 
hours,  about  601b.  weight  of  pollack,  mackerel,  bream, 
gurnard,  ray,  whiting,  horse-mackerel,  and  wrasse.  The 
bait  most  used  is  mackerel  or  pilclard. 

* * * ' * * * 

We  often  hear  the  complaint  that  there  are  no  perch 
in  the  Thames.  On  July  28,  a correspondent  fishing 
at  Marlow  (with  G.  Coster),  captured  a 21b.  perch  and 
lost  his  mate,  another  two-pounder.  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  hear  that  these  sporting  Thames  fish  have  not  yet 
become  extinct. 

******* 

We  bear  the  summer  river  trip  of  the  T.A.P.S.  in 
the  magnificent  steam  launch  La  Burgoine  passed 
off  splendidly,  although  at  one  moment  a summary  ter- 
mination seemed  not  unlikelv.  Headed  by  its  ever 
popular  president,  Mr.  Alfred  Nutball,  J.P.,  suDported 
by  its  leading  officers,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  delica- 
cies “ too  good  for  any  but  us  anglers,”  the  party  baited 
off  Halliford,  where  young  Rosewell’s  punt  brought  in  a 
guest  or  two  from  the  “ ship.”  The  last  of  these,  Mr. 
Shepherd,  was  boarding  the  launch,  when  the  punt 
slipped  away,  and  our  only  shepherd  went  into  15ft.  of 
water.  He  was  fortunately  rescued  by  the  aid  of  Rose- 
well  and  a crock,  and  promptly  taken  ashore,  the  com- 
pany all  testifying  to  having  seen  at  least  one  big 
flounder  in  the  Thames.  Mr.  Shepherd  instantly  pro- 
cured a fresh  suit  of  clothes,  hired  a trap,  and  caught 
up  the  launch  at  Shepperton. 

******  * 

Thanks  to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  and  his 
coadjutors,  the  society  is  doing  a great  work  for  Thames 
anglers,  as  the  number  of  fishermen  and  bank  anglers 
met  with  on  this  week  day  trip  abundanly  testified.  The 
present  improving  condition  of  the  river  as  regards  sport 
is  largely  due  to  its  efforts,  and  those  who  benefit  by  the 
society  s labours  ought  at  least  to  contribute  a little  to 
its  funds.  Asthisis  the  silly  season,  when  the  humblest 
anglers  are  permitted  to  indulge  in  a little  Latin,  I will 
only  say  currente  calamo — let  everyone  give  freely. 

* * * * * * * 

With  much  interest  I note  that  a recent  corre- 
spondent, H.  C.,”  and  our  old  contributor  “ Clayr 
ivenwal,  entertain  almost  identical  opinions  as  to  the 
need  for  the  recognition  of  London  anglers  in  the  con- 
version of  Hackney  Marshes  into  a recreation  ground. 
It  is  to  bo  hoped  that  their  vontilation  of  the  question 
may  bring  about  united  and  effective  action  on  the 
part  of  those  most  concerned  in  the  matter.  While 
admitting  that  the  London  County  Council  is  the  great 
and  most  sympathetic  representative  of  the  social  and 
i ecreative  needs  of  the  people  of  London,  that  body  can 
hardly  bo  expected  unasked  to  take  any  stepB  for  tho 
benefit  of  tho  angling  community,  who  have  never  yet 
approached  them  to  make  known  their  needs  or  desires, 
iri  this  particular  question  of  angling  in  the  Lea  at 
Hackney  Marshes,  tho  great  obstaole  to  overcome  is 
tho  pollution  of  tho  rivor;  and  there,  fortunately,  tho 


desires  of  anglers  are  not  in  any  way  antagonistic  to 
those  of  all  other  good  citizens.  With  permanent  purity 
onco  established,  restocking  and  preservation  would 
soon  produce  sport  to  wielders  of  tho  rod,  who  could 
then  join  with  tho  worshippers  of  “ king  willow  ” and 
tho  kickors  of  the  inflated  sphere  in  heartily  thanking 
London’s  municipal  governors. 

******* 

While  on  this  subject,  I think  it  apropos  to  intro- 
duce the  following  extracts  from  an  article  recently 
contributed  by  “ H.  C.”  to  tho  North  Jjondon  Guar- 
dian:— “ The  most  interesting  fact  in  connection  with 
this  part  of  tho  marsh  is  that  which  occurred  in  the 
ninth  century,  when  the  Danish  VikiDgs  or  Norsemen — 
those  daring  sea-robbers,  then  the  terror  of  all  Chris- 
tendom—in  their  vessels  painted  to  represent  dragons, 
with  banners  flying  bearing  tho  emblem  of  the  raven, 
sailed  up  the  Thames,  and  ascended  the  Lea,  penetrating 
as  far  as  Ware  in  Hertfordshire,  where  they  built  a 
fortified  camp,  pillaging  the  adjacent  villages  on  their 
way.  The  citizens  of  London  turned  out  to  dislodge  the 
foe,  but  after  a fierce  battle  were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 
Whereupon,  by  order  of  King  Alfred,  channels  were  cut 
here  and  at  Waltham  by  which  the  current  of  the  Lea  was 
diverted  and  the  depths  reduced.  According  to  Stowe’s 
annals,  ‘ soe  that  where  shippes  before  had  sayled,  now 
a small  boat  could  scantily  rowe’;  and  thus  the  enemy’s 
fleet  was  prevented  from  returning  to  the  Thames.  The 
Danes,  finding  themselves  deprived  of  all  subsistence, 
and  their  ships  rendered  useless,  were  obliged  to  break 
up  their  camp  with  the  utmost  precipitation  and  to 
depart  without  their  vessels.  The  citizens  immediately 
set  about  demolishing  their  works,  and,  having  restored 
the  navigation  of  the  River  Lea,  brought  several  of  the 
ships  in  triumph  to  London,  and  destroyed  the  remainder. 
In  the  vicinity  of  the  White  Hart  traces  of  the 
channels  cut  are  still  in  existence.” 

******* 

After  all,  those  bold  Danes  of  old  were  scarcely 
more  formidable  enemies  to  the  country  than  the  water 
polluters  and  jerry  builders  of  more  recent  times.  “ Dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  Romans  the  Lea  valley  was  a wide 
estuary,  tidal  as  far  as  Waltham.  This  estuary  begin  to 
contract  when  the  Old  Ford  near  Stratford — the  ‘ ford  of 
the  street,’  or  Roman  road  into  Essex — was  abandoned.” 
The  otter,  as  well  as  hares  and  rabbits,  used  often 
to.  be  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Marsh,  but  these, 
like  the  water  rat  or  water  vole — the  sole  representative 
of  the  ancient  race  of  beavers  in  Great  Britain — have 
entirely  disappeared  ; the  latter  having  in  great  measure 
been  exterminated  by  the  land  or  sewer  rat,  which  is 
no  v only  too  plentiful.” 

* * * * • • • 

On  July  26  a correspondent  writes  me,  “ I wonder  if 
you  have  seen  an  account  of  the  fish  caught  yesterday 
at  Stratford  Mill,  a silurus  glanis.  It  really  was  one,  but 
how  it  got  there  is  a mystery  at  present.  An  old  woman 
told  us  this  morning  that  she  was  certain  it  was  a salt- 
water fish,  ‘ because  that  had  the  mouth  open  and  looked 
as  if  that  wanted  somethin’.’  We  missed  it,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  and  it  has  now  been  sent  to  Mr.  Nocton  in 
London.  It  is  about  3ft.  long,  lfc.  deep,  a head  like  a 
Irying-pan,  and  has  two  red  horns,  a beard  and 
moustaches,  a little  teeny  tail,  and  is  big  enough  to 
swallow  a child.”  Another  correspondent  tells  us  it  was 
caught  in  the  Eel  Bray,  and  that  it  is  thought  it  must  be 
one  out  of  Sir  Joshua  Rowley’s  lake  at  Stoke-by- 
Nayland.  He  bad  put  five  somethings  into  his  lake. 
Mr.  Talbot  (of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials)  has  learned 
that  this  fish,  the  Sly  Silurus  (taken  from  the  Stour)  was 
5ft.  long,  weighed  over  301b.,  had  a head  like  a frog, 
was  spotted  like  a seal  (?),  had  twelve  rows  of  teeth,  and 
projecting  from  its  jaws  were  two  long  feelers. 

* * * * - * * * 

Bank  Holidays  never  find  the  Aquarium  without 
something  colossal  in  the  shape  of  a programme,  and  Mr. 
Ritchie’s  bill  of  fare  for  the  first  Monday  in  August  and 
the  following  weeks  is  the  biggest  thing  of  its  sort  that 
has  ever  been  seen  in  the  entertainment  world.  Fourteen 
hours  of  consecutive  entertainments,  and  these  the  best 
to  be  bad,  is  not  out  of  the  way  for  a shilling,  whilst  the 
building  owing  to  its  being  built  with  large  vaults  and 
tanks  underneath,  is  one  of  the  coolest  in  London. 
******* 

‘‘Mark  Antony,”  who  took  a 2|lb.  bream  in  the 
Long  Water,  Hampton  Court,  last  Saturday,  in  prime 
condition,  says  a light,  strong,  lissom,  but  not  whippy, 
rod  is  necessary  to  get  the  float  well  out.  Nearly  all  the 
anglers  be  saw  were  using  rods  much  too  stiff  and  top 
heavy.  The  line  and  tackle  should  be  as  fine  and  strong 
as  possible,  as  tho  water  is  shallow  a considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  side,  usually  gin-fine,  and  slack  line  un- 
avoidable. He  also  saw  several  really  good  tench 
priming.  Roach  prefer  a pellet  of  white  paste  to  any 
other  bait.  Carp,  tench,  bream,  roach,  eels,  and  jack 
are  numerous. 

******* 

It  has  been  decided  to  hold  another  competition  on 
Oct.  28,  at  Windsor,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds.  The  conditions 
will  be  announced  later  on.  Thore  is  nothing  like  being 
in  time,  but  just  as  we  are  discussing  the  best  place  to 
spend  our  Bank  Holidays,  settling  matters,  as  it  wore, 
as  to  whether  it  shall  be  Battersea  Park  or  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  chill  October  28  is  thrust  upon  us. 
Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  (the  hon.  sec.)  is  to  bo  blamod  for 
causing  you  this  chill. 

******* 

This  is  what  the  Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle  says  about 
tho  fishing  in  tho  Thames:  The  Anglers’  Federation  in 
this  district  (Newcastle)  may  dorivo  oneouragomont 
from  the  good  rosults  achieved  by  a similar  organisa- 
tion in  tho  south.  Owing  to  the  great  improvements 
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effected  in  the  condition  of  the  rivers  Thames  and  Lea, 
and  tho  strict  measures  enforced  for  the  preservation 
and  propagation  of  fish,  the  anglers’  sport  haH  this  year 
been  exceptionally  good.  Barbel,  bream,  perch,  roach, 
and  dace,  of  good  size  and  weight,  have  been  caught  in 
largo  quantities ; and  oven  such  a rare  thing  in  the 
Thames  as  a trout,  weighing  5Jlb.,  has  been  landed  by  a 
lucky  angler  who  was  fishing  for  jack  near  Walton.  In 
the  Lea,  also,  the  stream  has  been  purified,  and  the 
finny  denizens  are  returning  to  it. 

* * * * ' * # # » 

The  third  annual  angling  sweepstakes,  promoted  by 
the  proprietor  of  tho  Hull  Tunes,  took  place  on  Monday 
last  in  the  River  Ancholme,  Brigg.  The  prizes  in  all 
amounted  to  .£50  and  a gold  medal,  the  latter  prize 
open  only  to  anglers  residing  in  Hull.  Similar  prizes 
were  given  last,  year,  when  Mr.  W.  Darwin  won  the 
match  with  101b.  8Joz. — upwards  of  200  competing.  On 
the  present  occasion  only  163  took  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings. After  fishing  four  hours  it  was  found  that 
W.  Brown,  of  Sheffield,  had  won  tho  mat< If  with 
131b.  The  medal  was  secured  by  Mr.  T.  Bardsley.-  of 
Hull,  who  was  fourth  in  the  match  with  81b.  7Joz.  The 
catches  consisted  chiefly  of  bream,  many  of  which 
weighed  npwards  of  21b,  each.  The  weather,  although 
rather  dull,  was  fine,  a stiffish  breeze  blowing  during 
the  time  the  match  was  in  progress.  The  takes  of  fish 
on  the  whole  were  remarkably  heavy,  in  fact,  a great 
deal  larger  than  has  been  the  case  for  a considerable 
length  of  time. 

* * * * * • * * 

A friend  of  mine,  eays  ‘‘Halcyon,”  whogoesevery 
season  to  fish  with  natural  green  drake  on  the  Irish 
lakes,  called  in  to  see  me  a few  days  ago.  He  says  that 
never  in  his  recollection  does  he  remember  Bach  a rise 
of  fly  as  there  was  this  year — one  day  in  particular, 
when  he  killed  thirty  trout,  weighing  641b.  Unfortu- 
nately for  him,  he  had  taken  out  with  him  a dozen 
casts  which  he  bad  kept  over  from  the  previous  year, 
and  he  declared  that,  had  it  not  been  for  repeated  break- 
ages with  these  casts,  ho  would  have  taken  home  over 
a hundredweight  of  trout.  Moral,  never  throw  away 
the  chances  of  a phenomenal  day’s  sport  on  account  of 
studying  economy  in  using  up  old  casts.  It  may  seem 
to  many  of  my  readers  very  extravagant,  but  1 never 
put  back  into  my  tackle-book  a cast  that  I have  once 
used  : perhaps  I have  taken  ten  brace  of  fish  oa  it,  and 
the  initial  cost  is,  say,  a shilling.  Now,  is- it  worth 
while  to  chance  using  it  for  another  day  ? I say, 
decidedly  not. 

* * * * * ■ * * - i 

Lynton  with  Lynmouth  is  ono  of  (he  healthiest 
watering-places  in  the  world.  The  destb-rate  last  year 
was  under  6 per  thousind,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  says,  in  his  report,  that  in  1893,  tho  year  of 
epidemics,  there  was  not  a single  death  from  zymotic 
disease,  and  at  this  time  there  is  not  a single  case.  The 
wonderful  freedom  from  illness  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  an 
unlimited  supply  of  pute  water  from  the  streams  rising 
on  Exmoor,  and  a fine  system  of  drainage. 

*****  * # 

It's  nice  to  sit  and  think  and  fi=h, 

And  fish  and  sit  and  think, 

And  think  and  fish  and  sit  and  wish 
That  you  could  get  a drink. 

* * # ■ * * * ’ ■ * ' 

‘‘A  new  use  for  fish  hooks,”  says  Gameland,  “is 
illustrated  by  a story  which  comes  to  band.  A certain 
gentleman,  by  the  name  of  Osborne,  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  his  pocket  picked  of  two  sovereigns.  Being 
much  annoyed  he  determined  to  capture,  if  possible, 
one  of  the  nimble-fingered  individuals,  which  he  did  as 
follows  : In  one  of  his  side  pockets  he  skilfully  arranged 
a number  of  large-sized  fish  hooks,  any  one  of  which 
would  hold  a 101b.  salmon,  placing  them  so  that  a hand 
could  be  easily  inserted  but  would  be  grasped  by  the 
barbs  while  withdrawing.  Upon  reaching  a neighbour- 
hood in  a crowded  thoroughfare,  he  stopped  and  ostenta- 
tiously exhibiting  a couple  of  sovereigns  he  dropped 
them  in  his  pocket.  In  a short  time  he  felt  a hand  going 
down  his  pocket,  then  he  felt  that  he  had  as  a neighbour 
a close  connection.  Presently  a voice  said,  ‘ Say,  mister, 
I’ve  got  my  hand  in  your  pocket.’  1 What  have  you  got 
your  hand  in  my  pocket  for  ? ’ said  Osborne  cheerfully. 

‘ Why  don’t  you  take  it  out  ? ’ ‘I  can’t ; it  is  oaught,’ 
replied  the  man.  ‘ Well,  come  right  down  here  to  a 
policeman.  Ho  will  help  you  take  it  out,’  said  Mr. 
Osborne,  moving  along  with  his  unwilling  companion  a 
close  second.  ‘ Ob,  I didn’tgetany  money;  for  heaven’s 
sake  let  me  go  I ’ cried  tho  thief.  As  Mr,  Osborne  did 
not  care  about  punishing  the  man  further,  he  allowed 
him  to  go,  but  he  is  satisfied  that  his  trap  was  a 
success.” 

* * * * * * * 
Splendid  sport  is  being  had  at  Brandon,  where  the 
water  (though  cDar)  is  in  good  order.  At  Mildenhall 
(Barton  Mills),  Mr.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Inn,  is  able  to 
give  free  permission  to  fish  the  Lark.  Some  nice  trout, 
chub,  roach,  and  dace  are  awaiting  visitors.  Tho  Yare, 
at  Buckenham  Ferry,  is  also  yielding  phenomenal 
takes  of  fish.  Mr.  Garrett  (of  tho  Ferry  Inn)  provides 
boats  an  1 boatmen.  Messrs.  Cushing  and  Bradford 
averaged  twenty  pounds  of  roaoh  a day  oaoh  in 
a fivo  days’  fishing.  “Johnny  Brazier,”  on  tho  29th 
ult  , hid  over  701b.  of  roach  und  bream.  Ho  did  not 
bripg  them  all  home,  however,  ns  about  301b.  were  under 
the  8-inoh  standard  ruoogniscd  by  his  club.  All  over 
din.  aro  allowed  to  bo  retained  (so  tho  energetic  wator 
bailiff  informs  us).  Good  takos  wero  also  had  on  the 
samo  date  by  Mr.  F.  Maroon,  Mr.  Whipps  (181b.),  and 
Mr.  Taylor.  Messrs.  Brown  and  Son  aro  still  making 
somo  grand  oatohos.  Draonet. 
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Now  Ready. 

NEW  VOLUME  OF  THE  “BOOK  LOVER’S 
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The  Book  Lover’s  Library  is  tastefully  printed  in  antique  style,  in 
the  best  manner,  on  antique  paper,  and  handsomely  bound  in  the  following- 
forms  : — 

No.  1.  Printed  on  antique  paper,  in  cloth  bevelled,  with  rough  edges, 
price  4s,  6d, 

No.  2.  • Printed: on  hand-made  paper,  in  Roxburgh,  half  Morocco,  with  gilt 
top ; 250  only  are  printed,  for  sale  in  England,  price  7s.  6d. 

No.' 3.,  Large  Paper  edition,  on  hand-made  paper.  (All  sold.) 


Athenaeum. 


Aberdeen 
Free  Press. 


Academy. 


Antiquary. 


“ Mr.  Marston’s  kindly  volume  abounds  with  anecdotes,  quotations,  and 
appreciative  angling  gossip,  as  we  have  striven  to  exemplify.  . . . Every 

angler  who  possesses  a shelf  devoted  to  the  favourite  books  of  his  craft  may  be 
safely  recommended  to  add  to  them  Mr.  Marston's  pleasant,  little  volume.  Even 
the  twice  told  tales  of  angling  catch  a fresh  savour  as  they  pass  through  his 
loving  hands.  . . . , So  fond  of  every  kind  of  watery  discourse  are  anglers  that 
they  never  tire  of  it,  particularly  when  it  is  found  in  so  pleasant  and  gossipy  a 
book  as  Mr.  MarBton's.  It  is  the  very  volume,  in  its  neat  green  coat,  to  be  taken 
out  for  leisurely  perusal. 

Ante  focum,  si  frigus  erit,  si  messis,  in  umbra." 

“ Mr.  Marston  has  contributed  a delightful  little  book  to  1 The  Book  Lover’s 
Library,'— a book  that  tells  of  delightful  books  and  men.  Mr.  Marston's  book  is 
good  as  literature.  There  is  an  excellent  flavour  about  it.  It  is  fragrant  of  the 
country,  rich  in  fish-lore,  abounds  in  literary  allusions  and  extracts,  and  has  its 
value  as  the  work  of  an  expert  in  bibliography  as  well  as  in  matters  piscatorial, 
and  is,  in  short,  an  admirable  accession  in  all  ways  to  the  angler's  library.” 

“This  pleasant,  chatty  volume  is  just  the  book  to  thrust  into  the  pannier 
and  read  at  noontide  by  the  river  side  during  the  ‘ approaching  time  of  the  Fly  and 
the  Cork,’  as  Sir  H.  Wotton  says.  . . . Were  a piscatorial  enthusiast 
desirous  of  , knowing  something  of  Colonel  Venables,  Barker,  and  other  great 
names  of  the  craft  in  the  old  days,  at  the  same  time  that  he  brought  his  pisco- 
, torial  keenness  to  a still  sharper  edge,  no  more  delightful  volume  of  fishing 
gossip  could  be  put  into  his  hands  than  Mr.  Marston's  prettily  printed  little 
boob." 

“ This  last  volume  of  the  ‘.Book  Lover's  Library’  treats  of  a subject  which  has 
ever  been  a fascinating  one, to  men  of  letters,  as  well  as  to  all  lovers  of  ‘The 
Gentle  Craft.’  It  hgs  fallen  into  the  worthy  hands  of  Mr.  Marston,  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazelle,  and  editor  of  the  hundredth  edltioji  of  the  ‘Compleat  Angler,' 
to  put  together  a varietyof  information  with  regard  to  the  early  bibliography  of 
English  fishing.  The  result  is  a book  that  is  excellent'of  its  kind,  and  of  well 
sustained  interest  from  beginning  to  end.  . . . Full  of  gossip  and  pleasant 

ebat.  . . . This  book  is  certain  of  a hearty  welcome  on  both  sides  the 

Atlantic." 

“ Books  on  angling  are  by  no  means  rare ; but  they  are  so  various  in  merit, 
and  the  failures  are  so  many,  that  a new  one  so  charming  as  the  one  before  us 
is  a thing  to  be  treasured.  . . . Pleasant  and  companionable  above  any  that 
we  have  met  in  the  same  vein.” 

“If  one  porson  more  than  another  could  be  trusted  to  write  a Walton  volume 
for  the  • Book  Lover's  Library  ’ it  would  be  Mr.  Marston,  who  has  given  to  the 
world  the  most  sumptuously  finished  edition  of  the  ‘ Compleat  Angler ' ever 
produced." 

“An  examination  of  his  delightful  little  book  will  prove  not  only  that  ho  can 
write  sympathetically  ,and  well  on  the  subject,  but  that  his  knowledge  is  both 
extensive , and  exact.  . . But  no  resume  could  do,  justice  to  Mi1..  Marston’s 

delightful  little  volume,  which  ought  to  become  a classic,  and  certainly  deserves 
a place  in  every  library  whether  of  books  about  books,  or  of  books  on  angling  1” 
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provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A spooial  mooting1  of  tho  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Assooiution  wan  hold  on  Thursday  evening, 
J lily  26,  at  tho  headquarters,  for  tho  purpose  of  for- 
ward  mg  tho  arrangomonta  for  tho  forthcoming  annual 
contest.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Danoo 
oooupiod  the  vioe-ohair.  Apologies  vvoro  received  from 
Messrs,  llall,  Attwood  and  Harrison.  Tho  minutes  of 
cominittco  mooting  hold  July  5 woro  road  and  confirmed, 
with  tho  exception  of  tho  minutes  dealing  with  tho  con- 
test work.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance  were  appointed 
referees ; it  was  also  rosolvod  that  the  dnration  of  con- 
test he  throo  hours  uh  last  y oar.  Messrs.  Jones,  Allen, 
Dance,  Holding,  and  Hughes  woro  appointed  to  purchaso 
tho  prizes.  The  mode  of  drawing  for  plaoes  brought 
about  a long  discussion,  when  it  was  decided  that  the 
numbers  be  done  with  pen  and  ink  on  gun  wads,  and  any 
membor  taking  two  numbers  from  the  bag  and  retaining 
them  would  be  disqualified  from  taking  part  in  tho  con- 
tost  the  draw  to  take  place  at  the  ferry  boat  landing  as 
tho  boat  discharged  the  passengers.  This  is  supposed  to 
prevent  the  rush  as  in  former  years,  as  the  boat  would 
bring  over  tho  river  about  100  competitors  at  a 
time,  and  they  could  draw  as  soon  as  they  landed, 
the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers 
Benevolent  Committee  was  held  on  Friday  evening  last 
auartera-  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
Mr.  C.  White  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  past  meeting 
were  read  and  adopted,  when  the  secretary  gave  in  a 
report  of  the  late  oontest,  and  stated  that  after  defraying 
all  expenses  the  sum  of  ,£10  would  be  realised  by  the 
contest  and  added  to  the  general  fund.  A number  of 
boxes  were  placed  before  the  committee  as  samples  for 
one  soliciting  donations  for  the  society.  These  were 
inspected  and  one  selected  as  suitable,  and  the  secretary 
was  ordered  to  give  the  order  for  sixty. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

An  increased  number  of  visitors  have  been  into  the 
ten  district  this  week,  and  the  conditions  generally 
have  been  favourable  for  successful  angling.  The 
reports  from  most  waters  show  that  the  sport  is  rather 
improving  than  otherwise.  Forty-foot  subscribers  say 
they  are  meeting  with  better  roach  now  than  they 
have  done  at  any  previous  period  of  the  season,  and 
moreover,  they  are  less  difficult  to  catch. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  the  River  Hull  for  the  past  week  our  anglers  have 
had  splendid  sport,  both  above  and  below  the  lock,  and 
in  the  upper  stretches  some  good  trout  have  been  taken 
both  with  the  fly  and  minnow.  Below  the  lock  the  roach 
are  now  in  good  condition  and  fairly  on  the  bite,  and 
wmetrWo  baskets  °f  fish  have  been  the  result.  Mr. 
W.  H Barker  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grovehill, 
secured  in  about  two  hours  over  71b.,  and  other  anglers 
have  been  doing  well,  especially  in  the  , lower  portion 
of  the  river  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Dunswell,  Burton 
Hall,  and  World  s End  ” with  paste,  several  of  the 
fish  scaling  over  lib.  each  ; a few  good  perch  have  also 
been  taken  with  the(worm  in  different  parts  at  the  Beck 
ends,  and  on  Monday  last  in  the  Cicey  stretch  Mr.  J. 
and  lib  ('oz  ^'V°  bream  weighing  respectively  21b.  4oz. 
FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  the  28th  the  Hulme  Crown  Anglers  were  on  the 
Moss  Reach  length  of  the  Worsley  Canal  contesting  for 
the  honour  of  entertaining  the  winners  at  the  festive 
board,  the  club  being  equally  divided  for  the  purpose  of 
the  match.  To-day  is  the  last  day  for  receiving  entries 
tor  the  Championship  Competition  on  the  11th  at 
Worsley,  the  numbers  for  which  will  be  publicly  drawn 
a;S  announced  on  the  8th,  to  which  all  are  invited.  Very 
little  improvement  is  reported  in  the  sport  of  the  coarse 
hsher.  The  unsettled  weather  continues,  but  still  a 
number  of  land-locked  waters  are  far  from  having  their 
lull  complement,  and  many  are  absolutely  in  desperate 
straights  and  the  fish  suffering  in  consequence. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

There  has  been  nothing  doing  since  the  big  catch 
recorded  last  week.  There  are  now  no  sea  fish  in  the 
river  at  all,  the  few  mort  which  ran  up  last  week  having 
found  their  way  into  the  smaller  of  the  river’s  many 
tributaries.  Both  salmon  and  trout  are  no  longer  in 
evidence,  and  the  ordinary  fishermen  have  given  up 
angling  until  a change  comes  about.  Either  a good  fresh 
to  bring  down  plenty  of  flood- water,  or  a good  wind,  is 
what  is  needed  to  improve  fishing.  Sea  fishing  tends 
the'bay076  8 ow  y aboufc  Moreeambe  and  the  vicinity  of 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

As  in  previous  seasons  the  week  preceding  the  Bank 
Holiday  has  shown  a marked  falling  off  in  the  patronage 
bestowed  on  the  sport  with  the  rod  and  line.  The  waters 
are  now  very  fine,  and  it  is  only  by  great  perseverance 
that  anglers  are  able  to  get  at  the  fish.  The  portion  of 
the  preserves  near  the  town  have  received  most  atten- 
tion, and  from  the  North  Bridge  up  to  Aylestone  a good 
number  of  the  fraternity  have  been  most  assiduous  in 
their  endeavours  to  secure  a good  basket  for  the  purpose 
of  weighing-in  at  the  club.  Roach  fishing  has  again 
alforded  the  most  sport,  and  Messrs.  Manship,  Hobbs 
R a,n.,\  k>nny  have  been  very  successful  in  this  line! 

I he  finest  lots  of  roach  were  taken  with  white  paste 
and  anglers  would  do  well  to  use  no  other  bait  until  the 
waters  have  more  oolour  creeded  wheat  so  far  has 
proved  a failure.  In  the  higher  parts  of  the  Leicester 
(society  s waters,  anglers  havo  shown  some  considerable 
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porseverunco  after  perch,  roach,  and  chub— a brace  of 
tho  latter  species  were  caught  fly  fishing  -and  those 
anglers  who  fished  late  with  the  whito  havo  done  well. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Immonso  catches  of  bream  are  still  being  obtained  on 
Wrox  bam  Broad.  On  Monday  two  gentlomen  took 
10  stone,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Hubbard  and  two  friends 
took  (>  stone  61b.  on  tho  noted  broad.  On  the  Bure 
some  good  catches  of  roaoh  and  broam  have  boen  taken 
at  Salhouso  and  Horning,  baskets  of  3,  4,  and  .r>  stone 
having  boen  secured  by  various  boats  out  during  the 
week.  On  the  Yaro  roach  aro  feoding  woll,  several  lots 
of  thirty  to  one  hundred  fish  per  day  to  a boat  (two  rods) 
havo  been  taken  all  along  the  river  from  Brundall  to 
Cantley.  Waters  all  in  good  condition,  and  sport  is 
capital  everywhere. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  fined  down  and  is  nowin  splendid 
condition  for  barbel  fishing.  Barbel  anglers  have  been 
out  in  force  during  the  week,  and  some  fine  fish  have 
come  to  hand  from  Sawley,  Shadlow,  and  King’s  Mills 
Amongst  others,  Mr.  E.  Peat,  of  West  Bridgeford,  has 
killed  one  of  5Jlb.,  with  worm.  The  large  fish  (91b  ) 
caught  by  Mr.  G.  Hall  below  the  Trent  Bridge  here 
has  been  sent  for  preservation.  It  was  a well  condi- 
tioned fish,  and  was  taken  by  a bunch  of  caddis  grubs, 
which  are  now  growing  scarce.  Singularly  enough 
two  of  the  biggest  barbel  caught  during  the  summer  of 
1892  in  our  district  fell  to  the  same  kind  of  bait.  During 
the  temporary  rise  at  the  close  of  last  week  roach  bit 
well  at  ! creed  wheat  and  bread  paste.  Numerous 
bags  of  substantial  dimensions  were  brought  in  from 
Shardlow  and  the  waters  below  Cavendish  Bridge.  Mr. 
F.  Baker,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  killed,  in  a few 
hours,  something  like  501b.,  and  many  grand  fish  were 
creeled  by  Mr.  S.  Wallis,  of  the  same  society.  Dace 
havo  been  accepting  the  worm  freely  in  the  streams. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire  anglers  will  learn 
with  satisfaction  that  under  the  recently  revised  bye- 
laws of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board,  all  night  lining 
in  the  Upper  Severn  and  tributaries  will  be  abolished. 
Hitherto  licences  have  been  issued  for  night  lines,  but 
in  consequence  of  a memorial  presented  to  the  Board 
by  Montgomeryshire  anglers,  it  has  been  wisely  decided 
to  discontinue  their  issue  and  to  render  night  lining 
illegal. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  were  in  good  order  and  the  weather  beauti- 
ful until  Sunday  last,  when  we  had  very  heavy  rain, 
which  lasted  most  of  the  day,  and  in  some  parts  of  the 
district  there  was  a very  heavy  tempest.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  a strong  fresh  on  the  Teme,  and  the  water 
is  very  much  discoloured,  and  below,  where  it  runs  into 
the  Severn,  that  river  is  badly  coloured,  but  it  will  soon 
run  off,  and  should  improve  the  sport  of  the  angler. 
There  have  been  some  very  good  perch  taken  not  far 
above  Worcester  Bridge,  one  fish  weighing  nearly  31b. 
Not  much  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly  in  either  of 
the  rivers,  but  a lot  of  eels  have  been  taken  with  the 
wasp  grub.  The  Upton-on-Severn  Angling  Association 
had  their  first  contest  on  the  27th  inst.  in  the  Severn, 
near  tho  Barley  House.  Mr.  W.  Weston  took  first  prize 
with  41b.  9oz.,  second  prize  being  taken  by  T.  Walton, 
and  third  by  C.  Evans.  The  Malvern  Association  of 
Anglers  had  a contest  on  the  Avon  on  the  26th  for  the 
Association  Challenge  Cup.  Mr.  H.  Gwynn  was  the 
winner,  |roz.  only  separating  him  from  Mr.  Hailstone, 
and  Mr.  Higgs  being  only  ioz.  behind  the  second 
man.  Mr.  Gwynn  was  congratulated  on  his  success, 
and  he  was  formally  presented  with  the  cup  at  head- 
quarters on  Monday  night. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK.  — Sport  has  improved  generally  speaking 
throughout  the  county,  in  consequence  of  some  rain 
and  a continuance  of  favourable  winds.  On  the  Black- 
water  several  fine  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  had,  and 
those  fish  are  now  very  numerous  in  this  water.  The 
Lee  has  fished  badly,  though  sa  lmon  havo  been  ac- 
counted fairly  numerous.  Trouting  has  been  good  on 
the  majority  of  rivers,  and  on  the  Bride  and  Bandon 
several  heavy  brown  trout  have  been  landed. 

KERRY. — Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  below  the 
average  at  this  season.  The  sea  trout  angling  on  Water- 
ville  Lake  has  declined  con  siderably,  and  only  a few 
salmon  have  been  had.  The  weather  has  been  too 
bright,  however,  to  afford  much  ohances  of  sport. 
Salmon  angling  has  been  nearly  nil  at  Killarney,  but 
the  brown  trout  angling  at  this  station  continues  good. 
The  sea  trout  angling  on  the  rivers  in  the  Listowel 
district  has  been  good  on  a couple  of  days  after  the 
waters  had  a refreshing,  but  now  again  this  kind  of 
angling  is  spoiled  by  low  waters  and  bright  weather. 


The  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  been  elected  a 
member  (honorary)  of  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Thorling  (the  secretary)  is  bringing  his  society  “ up 
to  the  front.” 


AM  Excitino  Back  is  generally  witnessed  when  the  sister 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  meet  to  try  issues  on  the 
Thames.  The  public  know,  tit  least,  that  tho  race  will  bo  rowed 
fair,  and  that  the  host  crew  will  win.  In  our  everyday  struggle  of 
life,  again,  it  is  usually  the  best  man  that  wins— the  best  in  mind 
and  body — the  man  who  keeps  his  head  clear,  1i!h  frame  strong, 
and  his  system  healthy.  This  is  best  effected  by  those  who  take 
regularly  Holloway’s  Pills.  This  simple  family  medicine  iB  an 
infallible  cure  for  flatulency,  indigestion — that  demon  of  our 
modern  civilisation— loss  of  appetite,  a disordered  liver,  and  all 
impurities  of  the  blood. 


SUMMER  OUTING  OF  THE  T.A.P.S. 

Tub  committee  and  friends  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  had  their  Annual  Summer  River 
Trip  from  Kingston  to  Staines  and  back  to  Hampton 
Court,  on  Thursday,  the  26th  July.  The  now  and 
magnificent  saloon  steam  launch  La  Burgoine  was 
chartered  for  tho  occasion,  and  tho  start  was  made  from 
the  garden  steps  of  Alfred  Nutball,  Esq.,  J.P.  On 
arrival  at  Hampton  Court  lock  Home  additional  visitor* 
were  taken  on  board,  and  also  Mr.  John  Mayo  and  staff 
from  the  Castle  Hotel,  with  the  necessary  refreshments 
for  luncheon,  Ac.  Tho  next  stoppage  was  at  Halliford, 
to  tako  on  board  one  of  tho  visitors,  and  who,  on  stepping 
from  the  pnnt  to  the  launch  made  a slip,  and  was 
immersed  in  some  deep  water,  from  which  ho  was  soon 
rescued  and  retaining  possession  of  his  cigar  which  he  had 
been  smoking.  He  was  taken  on  ijhpro,  and,  after  getting 
a change,  caught  the  launch  again  at  Shepperton 
Lock  none  tho  worse  for  his  immersion.  At  Chertsey 
the  vessel  had  to  pass  through  the  regatta,  which  had 
about  commenced,  a large  balloon  at  the  time  passing 
overhead.  The  terminus  of  the  joyrttey wvas  at  the  Town 
Hall  steps  at  Staines,  where  some  additional  visitors 
were  taken  up,  and  from  thence  in' the  return  journey 
paid  a visit  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Blarney,  tho  piscatorial  pro- 
prietor of  the  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  Staines,  where  the 
company  lubricated,  and  received  every  attention  from 
the  bands  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blarney,  who  have  made  tho 
hostelry  one  of  the  prettiest  on  the  Thames.  There 
were  no  further  stoppages,  beyond  the  locks  and  quietly 
passing  through  the  regatta  at  Chertsey.  After  one  of 
the  best  of  river  trips  the  passengers  were  safely  landed 
at  Hampton  Court  in  time  for  one  of  Mr.  Mayo’s  splendid 
dinners  at  the  Castle  Hotel  near  the  railway  station.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall.  J.P.,  who  was 
supported  on  his  right  by  the  Mayor  of  Kingston,  and 
on  his  left  by  Alderman  Jones,  J.P.  Amongst  the 
visitors  were  Dr.  Startin,  Messrs.  C.  W.  Elsden,  J.  L. 
Jones,  A.  R.  Price,  F.  Berry,  G.  Newson,  W.  H.  Jack- 
son,  W.  Gomm,  T.  Crumplen,  W.  H.  Brougham,  W.  R. 
Lawes,  H.  Woods,  T.  Warrand,  W.  F.  Grimmett,  W. 
Newbury,  &c.  There  was  no  list  of  toasts,  but  the 
following  were  given  : “ The  Queen,  &c.,”  “ The  Chair- 
man,” “The  Mayor  of  Kingston.”  “The  Secretary,” 
Mr.  Alderman  Jones,”  "The  Visitors,”  and  “The 
Host.”  In  giving  the  latter  the  Chairman  highly  com- 
plimented Mr.  Mayo  on  the  excellence  of  his  catering 
and  the  quality  of  his  wines,  remarking  “it  was  impos- 
sible to  sit  down  to  a better  dinnet.”  The  Secretary 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham)  received  a hearty  ovation  when 
his  health  was  drunk,  and  he  afterwards  remarked 
that  two  of  the  visitors  had  that  day  become  members 
of  his  society.  It  was  agreed  on  all  sides  it  had  been  one 
of  the  best  summer  outiegs  of  the  committee,  and  Mr. 
Burgoine  was  greatly  praised  for  the  splendid  and  com- 
modious launch  he  had  provided. 


Severn  Board  of  Conservators.— A meeting  was 
held  at  Hereford,  on  July  19.  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  who 
presided,  stated  that  the  financial  statement  of  the 
board  was  satisfactory.  The  receipts  for  the  half-year 
ended  June  last  amounted  to  ,£1235  13s.  7d.,  and,  after 
deducting  payments,  there  was  a balance  left  of 
<£666  2s.  lid.  There  had  been  an  increase  in  the 
revenue  from  trout  licences,  and  on  the  other  hand 
additional  expense  had  been  incurred  with  the  extra 
water  bailiffs.  It  was  reported  that  Sir  Thomas  Grady, 
lately  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  Ireland,  had  been 
nominated  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  the  expert  to  report 
on  the  weirs  and  fish  passes  in  the  district.  The  draft 
bye-laws  with  respect  to  fishing  for  freshwater  fish  were 
also  considered.  The  Superintendent  (Mr.  Giffard) 
reported  that  the  take  of  fish  generally  had  improved. 
The  Chairman  moved  that  unless  otherwise  ordered  a 
solicitor  should  be  employed  in  all  prosecutions  by  the 
instructions  of  the  board,  and  that  for  such  purpose 
the  chairman  make  arrangements  for  the  employment  of 
different  solicitors  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

Thomas  Lowe. — On  Sunday  last  there  passed  away, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  Thomas  Lowe,  a useful, 
honest,  and  well-tried  servant  of  the  Thorney  Weir  club, 
and  for  years  fisherman  to  the  late  Mr.  Godfry,  who 
held  the  rivers  before  the  formation  of  the  club,  under 
C.  Tower,  Esq.,  of  Huntsmoor  Park.  Well  known  and 
respected  was  Tom  to  all  the  frequenters  of  this  popular 
resort,  both  under  the  late  and  present  management, 
and  it  is  with  regret  that  such  an  honest  servant, 
although  well  strioken  in  years,  should  have  gone  to 
rest  after  long  service,  breathing  his  last  wish  to  his 
friends — “love  to  all.”  Having  spent  nearly  fifty  years 
on  the  river,  who  could  know  better  than  he  how  to 
fulfil  his  avooation,  or  when,  where,  and  how  to  oatoh 
fish — who  in  suoh  a period  could  be  better  known  than 
Tom,  his  supporters  having  always  met  with  a hearty 
good  morning,  and  “ Good  luck,  gentlemen.” 

Illegal  Fishing  in  the  Severn.— Charles  Morris 
was  summoned  for  fishing  in  the  Severn  with  a night 
line  without  having  a licence  for  that  purpose.  George 
Harris,  the  water  bailiff,  said  he  saw  the  defendant  put 
several  lines  into  the  river,  having  at  least  eighty  hooks 
on  the  lines.  The  defendant  produced  a licence  to  uso 
a night  line  in  the  river.  It  was  explained  that  the 
licenoe  only  gave  the  man  power  to  use  one  line  “with 
twenty  hooks.  The  Bench  fined  him  10s.,  and  9s.  oosts, 
the  Chairman  remarking  that  the  full  penalty  was  T2o! 
—Benjamin  Rowley,  of  Mitton,  was  oharged  with  a 
similar  offonoe.  He  did  not  possess  any  liconoe  at  all, 
and  he  was  assisting  tho  other  man  to  bait  the  river. 
The  man  deolared  that  all  that  ho  was  doing  was  to  tako 
care  of  the  punt,  but  the  water  bailiff  said  Rowley  was 
letting  out  the  lines.  He  was  ordered  to  pay  the  oosts 
inourred. 
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CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  & CO., 

Manufacturers  of 

FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE, 

Guarantee  all  Rods,  Reels,  Flies,  &c.,  made  by  them  to  be 

THE  BEST  QUALITY  OF  WORKMANSHIP  AND  MATERIAL. 

PRICE  LIST  POST  FREE 

(Worth  the  perusal  of  all  interested  in  Angling). 

43,  STRICKLAND  GATE,  T^TTiJCT^  A T 
Works:  DUCKETT  MILLS,  UAiJ. 

'TO  ANGLERS  and  Others.  — To  be 
LET,  the  FISHING  over  a well- 
known  Dale  of  the  River  Dove,  in  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  parts  of  Derbyshire. 
The  Fishing  extends  in  an  unbroken 
stretch  for  about  two  and  a half  miles,  is 
well  stocked  with  Trout  and  Grayling, 
and  has  been  strictly  preserved  by  the 
owner  for  several  years  past.  The 
Shooting  over  the  surrounding  Estate  can 
also  be  had  if  desired.  Possession  at 
once. — For  further  particulars  apply  to 
Messrs.  Wise,  Son,  and  Cooke,  Solici- 
tors, Ashhorne.  Derbyshire. 


Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

EXCHANGE  COLUMN 

Fishings  Required,  Vacancies  for 
Rods,  Situations,  &c. 

Advertisements  inserted  in  this  s.  d. 
1 Column,  20  Words  (per  insertion)  1 0 

Ditto (Three  insertions)  2 6 

Over  20  Words,  not  exceeding  30  I 6 

Advertisements  can  not  be  received  later  than  9 a.m. 
on  Fridays. 

N.B. — These  advertisements  must  be  prepaid  or 
they  will  not  he  inserted. 

TOHN  HONE,  of  Walton-on-Thames,  a 
” ’ Fisherman  with  a life-long  experience, 
wiU  LET  OUT  PUNTS  fixed  in  a selected 
swim,  and  provide  ground  bait,  for  4s.  per 
day.  If  he  provides  tackle  the  charge  is 
5s.  per  day. 


QPLENDID  FREE  FISHING  HOLI- 
^ DAY  RESORT,  five  miles  extent, 
grand  views,  punts,  baits,  practical 
attendance,  every  requisite.  — Apply, 
Scabd,  The  Angel,  St.  Neots. 


T ESSONS  IN  FLY  TYING.  — Fly 
-LJ  Tying  taught  by  an  expert ; efficiency 
guaranteed  in  a single  course ; moderate 
terms. — Address,  “ Ely  Tying”  Fishing 
Gazette  Office,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fet- 
ter-lane, E.C. 


"D  AIT.  — Every  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Coarse  Fish  Angler  should  send  for 
our  list  of  NATURAL  BAIT,  and  keep 
it  by  him. — Simply  address  Bambridge, 
Eton.  Established  1790. 

TV-  ORFOLK  BROADS.  — First  Class 
-L”  BOARDING  HOUSE,  close  to  River 
and  Broads. — F.  Feltham  (late  of  Scourie 
Hotel),  Bower  Farm,  Potter  Heigham. 

TYRESS  CLOTHES  on  SALE  or  HIRE, 
^ of  Marriott,  311,  Edgware-road, 
W.,  near  Metropolitan  Music  Hall  (same 
side).  Tailors’  Misfits  and  Gentlemen’s 
Left-off  Clothes  bought.  Mackintoshes. 

QUILALINE,  the  great  Botanic  Dis- 
covery for  Cleaning  Cloth,  &c.,  of 
grease,  gloss,  or  shine  ; simply  invaluable  ; 
post  free,  Is.  2d. — King,  Malcom,  & Co., 
Practical  Waterproofers,  19,  Leicester- 
square,  W.C. 


"VUORMS. — The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
' ' Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
post  paid,  for  Is.  9d.;  two  gross  ditto,  3s. 
— Send  P.O.O.  to  Hardy  Bros.,  5 South 
St.  David-street,  Edinburgh. 


GROUNDBAIT. — Anglers  should  try 
FORD’S  PERFECTION  GROUND- 
BAIT.  Price  28s.  per  cwt.,  carriage  paid  ; 
141b.,  281b.,  or  561b.  bags  at  proportionate 
rates,  carriage  forward  ; small  quantities 
6d.  per  lb.,  carriage  paid  ; cash  with  order, 
from  Thomas  Ford,  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire.  


A PARTMENTS  with  home  comforts, 
near  rail,  telegraph  station,  Severn, 
Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain.  Magnificent 
scenery.  — Address,  Richard  Baugh, 
Llanymynech,  Oswestry. 


A N Old  Established  FISHING  TACKLE 
'BUSINESS  for  SALE,  in  London; 
stock  and  fixtures  at  valuation.  - For  par- 
ticulars apply,  by  letter,  to  the  office  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  Fetter-lane.  Letters 
marked  “ B,”  caro  of  the  Editor. 


jOOUTH  DEVON. — Boarders  received  in 
^ Charming  Country  Residence.  Good 
Trout  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting. 
Station  one  mile.  — Hazelwood  House, 
Kingsbridge. 


■yiSITORS  to  LONDON  will  be  accom- 
' modated  at  most  reasonable  charges 
at  23,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park,  near 
Portland-road  Station. 


“'T'HE  TROUT,”  St.  John’s  Bridge, 
Leehlade,  Gloucestershire. — Four 
miles  preserved  Thames  Fishing ; com- 
fortable quarters;  moderate  terms.  Wines, 
Liqueurs. — D.  Bowyer. 


'T'HE  “VAGA”  DEVON,  mounted, 
with  trace  complete  ; post  free,  2s.  Id. 
(“  The  ‘ Vaga  ’ Devon  is  one  of  the  best 
modifications  of  that  bait  we  have  ever 
seen.” — Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  July  7, 
1894.) — Richard  T.  Williams,  Fly 
Dresser,  &c„  Kingsland,  Herefordshire. 
Price  list  free. 


TVOU BLE-BUILT  Cane,  Steel-centred, 
18ft.  and  15ft.  SALMON  ROD,  by 
Hardy,  two  tops,  two  butts,  equal  to  new, 
very  powerful. — Office  of  this  paper. 


yO  LET,  APARTMENTS  in  Farm- 
house;  one  mile  from  station  ; ten 
minutes  from  Barton  Broad,  two  from 
Hickling. — Neane,  Catfield,  Yarmouth. 


Q ALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING,  also 
^ Golf  Coaches  from  Aherystwith  and 
Llanidloes,  during  the  season. — -Apply 
Black  Lion,  Llangurig,  near  Llanidloes, 
North  Wales. 


(V'  OOD  FISHING,  Boats  Free,  Comfort- 
able  PRIVATE  HOME,  suitable, 
Gentleman,  or  Lady  and  Gentleman. — 
W.  Ducker,  Great  Paxton,  St.  Neots, 
Hunts. 


Fishing  in  two  rivers  and  six 

LAKES,  together  with  4,000  acres  of 
Preserved  Shooting.  COBDEN’S  HOTEL, 
Capel  Curig,  five  miles  from  Bettws-y- 
Coed.  Healthiest  climate  and  prettiest 
situation  in  N.  Wales.  Water  and  sani- 
tation perfect. — F.  C.  COBDEN,  late 
member  Harrow  School  and  Cambridge 
University  Elevens. 


■jy/TISS  ELEANOR  ELLIS,  13,  Danby- 
terrace.  Exmouth,  Devon. — ARTI- 
FICAL  FLIES  MADE  to  ORDER 
according  to  Halford,  Pritt,  Francis, 
Ronald,  and  Cutcliffe.  Double-winged 
Floating  Flies,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  ; Single- 
winged,  2s. ; Lake  Flies,  from  2s.  Anglers’ 
own  patterns  accurately  copied. 


1-4  E PRINT  of  Damo  Juliana  Burner’s 
-LV  « rprea(is0  on  Fysshingo  with  an 
Angle,”  in  good  condition,  10s. — Gillett, 
Tackle  Maker,  40,  Fetter-lane. 


( '10LN. — Trout  Fishing,  and  near  throe 
Hunts.  Comfortable  Apartments. 
Thames  within  throe  miles.  Stabling. — 
Mrs.  Penson,  Milton  House,  Fairford, 
Gloucestershire. 


W.  EVANS’ 

FISHING  & TRAVELLING 

SUITS. 

A Choice  Selection  of  Materials  just  in  from 
Scotland  to  choose  from  in  HEATHER  MIX- 
TURES.  BROWNS,  DRABS,  DAWNS,  ami 
LOVATS. 

ROEPOtK  JACKETS  from  46s.  6d. 
KNICKERBOCKER  BREECHES 

from  25s. 

Testimonials  from  Military, 
Medical,  and  Country  Gentle- 
men are  continually  received. 
The  following  is  published  by 
hind  permission : — 

“ Clarence  House,  Kew, 
May  3,  1S94.  Dear  Sir, — I 
like  the  Norfolk  Jacket  very 
much.  The  fit  is  excellent. 
It's  wonderful  the  way  you 
get  your  orders  sent  out  so 
quickly  and  so  well.— Yours 
truly,  Lionel  Walsh." 

OUR  SPECIALITY 
LOUNGE  SUITS, 

In  Blue  Serge,  Scotch, 
Cheviot,  and  Homespun,  3 
guineas,  have  given  every 
satisfaction , and  have  greatly 
extended  our  connection. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to 
inspect  our  varied  selection  of 
materials  for  Frock  and 
Morning  Coats,  Covert  Coat 
iugs,  Trouserings,  Flannels 
Ac.  Our  prices  are  strictly  moderate  for  cash 
(compatible  with  first-class  workmanship),  in 
many  instances  below  those  of  the  Stores,  com- 
bined with  personal  supervision. 

Wrif  A MO  77, Great  Portland-st., 
, tVANO,  London,  W. 

(Adjoining  Queen's  Hall,  and  only  a few 
yards  from  the  Langham  llJel.) 


TX^ELL-FURNISHED  BEDROOM  and 
VV  SITTING-ROOM  on  the  bank  of 
the  River  Lea,  near  the  station. — Bull 
Inn,  Ware,  Herts. 


14 AITS  and  SINGLE  HAIR.— Worms 
^ in  Moss,  Reds,  Brandlings,  Lobs, 
&c.  WASP  GRUB  (CURED),  Gentles, 
&c.  One  box  of  Gentles,  Wasp  Grub, 
and  Worms,  2s.  9d.  ; separate  box,  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  6d.,  or  3s.  per  1000.  Single 
Hair,  for  roach  fishing,  2s.  packets. — J . 
Pickersgill,  Bingley-street,  Leeds. 


‘Y\7'ORMS  and  other  LIVE  BAIT  fresh 
’’  daily.— WORMS  in  MOSS,  Brand- 
lings, Maidendews,  Small  Reds,  Marsh 
Worms,  Pinkheads,  &c.,  300,  Is.  6d. ; 
500,  2s.  ; 1000,  3s.  ; Gentles,  Is.,  per  bag 
and  upwards  ; carriage  paid.  Also  large 
Lobs  for  Salmon  fishing.  The  Trade 
supplied. — Address  T.  Holmes,  10,  Bing- 
ley-street, Leeds.  Terms  cash. 


Jackson’s  Piscatorial  Depot. 

NOTTINGHAM  OUTFITS. 

Specialities  in  Rods,  Fast  Centro  Reels. 

Pure  Silk  Lines.  All  Home  Made. 
Established  over  60  Years. 

LOBWORMS,  2s.  9d.  per  lOOO  cash. 

All  Halts  in  Season.  Fli*s  Dressed . 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

xy  ■ ▼ T,fi  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 

HALIVLEo.  Seal’s  Fur.  Pig  s Wool. 

All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 

George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork, 


The  Proprietary  Angling  Association, 

2,  DANE’S  INN,  STRAND. 

VACANCIES  for  a few  more  MEMBERS  for 
the  Private  Waters  of  the  Association  at 
Ifleld  and  West  Drayton.  Terms,  3 guineas  per 
annum,  including  privilege  ticket. 

The  Trout  Waters  at  West  Drayton  are  now 
open.  Apply 

G.  W.  THOMAS,  Secretary. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  & Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a copy  of  the 

ANGLERS  DIARY  for  1894, 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects:— Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia,  &c. ; the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod  Licences  in  the 
United  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.,  <fcc. 


k bg  Ruction. 

September  5,  1894. 

Barton  Stacey,  Hants,  two  miles  from 
Longparish  Station,  two  miles  from 
Sutton  Scotncy  Station,  five  miles- 
from  Andover,  six  from  Whitchurch, 
and  six  from  Michcldevor  Station. — 
Notice  of  Sale  of  valuable  Freehold. 
Farm,  several  Plots  of  Meadow  and 
Accommodation  Land,  and  Fishing  in 
the  Test. 

lyTESSRS.  JAMES  HARRIS  and  SON 
■L'"L  are  favoured  with  instructions  from 
the  owner  to  SELL  by  AUCTION,  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Winchester,  on  Wednesday, 
Sept.  5,  1894,  at  Three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  Eight  Lots,  the  valuable 
Freehold  Property,  known  as  WADE’S 
FARM,  Barton  Stacey,  comprising  the 
very  well-built,  superior  Farm  Residence,' 
with  suitable  homestead,  four  new  cot- 
tages, and  about  415  acres  of  fertile, 
arable  and  pasture  land,  the  whole  lying 
in  a ring  fence,  and  forming  a most 
desirable  occupation ; also  six  valuable 
plots  of  meadow  and  pasture  land, 
situate  in  and  near  the  village  of  Barton1 
Stacey,  two  of  which  have  extensive 
rights  of  fishing  in  the  well-known  River 
Test,  and  a capital  cottage  and  garden, 
also  situate  in  Barton  Stacey.  This  Farm 
has  long  been  recognised  as  one  of  the 
most  fertile  in  the  neighbourhood,  grow- 
ing  good  barley  and  sainfoin,  and  a 
particularly  good  sheep  farm.  It  has 
been  for  many  years  in  the  occupation  of 
the  present  tenant,  Mr.  Edward  Bailey, 
and  is  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  The 
partridge  shooting  is  very  good. 

Full  particulars,  with-  plans  and  con- 
ditions of  sale,  may  shortly  be  obtained 
at  the  place  of  sale  ; of  Messrs.  Bowker' 
and  Sons,  Solicitors,  Winchester  ; and  of 
the  Auctioneers,  also  of  Winchester. 


PIKE  FISHING. 

Bryan’s  Through-Current  Live-Bait  Can. 

See  Fisli’ng  Gazette , Dee.  2,  1S93;  Lloyd's,  Dec.  10 
1893;  and  Sportsman,  Jan.  3,  1894. 

Mr.  Wheeldon  says:  “It  will  eventually  be- 
come the  can  of  the  future;  certainly  I he  best  I 
have  yet  seen ; especially  useful  to  the  Thames 
trout  fisher."  To  be  obtained  only  of  < 

HARRY  IVIELLISH, 

Zinc  Worker,  102,  Uxbridge-road,  W. 

Cans  to  contain  3 quarts,  5/6;  ditto  5 quarts,  7/6. 
Any  size  to  order.  Cans  converted  to  the 
Through-Current  system. 


T^ORT  NIGHTLY  YACHTING 

CRUISES.  FROM  NEWOASTLE-ON- 
TYNE  TO  THE  NORWEGIAN  FJORDS,  in  the 
Albion  S.S.  Co.’s  (Ltd.)  Magnificent  Yachting 
Steamer,  “MIDNIGHT  SUN,”  3188  tons,  3500 
horse-power,  Captain  Nivison,  R.N.R.  Sailings  : 
August  11.  Fares  from  12  Guineas,  including  a 
liberal  table,  under  Company’s  management. 
From  Tyne  (August  25)  and  London  (August  27), 
round  the  British  Isles;  21  days’  Cruise.  Fare 
from  25  Guineas.— For  particulars  of  Cruises 
and  booking  of  berths,  apply  to  the  “ Midnight 
Sun”  Passenger  Superintendent,  4,  Lombard- 
street,  Newcastle-on- Tyne.  Writeforltineraries. 
No  upper  berths. 


H.  WHITTY, 

Successor  to  the  late 

J.  EDMONDSON, 

Fishing  Bod , Fig,  and 
Tackle  Maker. 

Amateurs  and  Others  supplied 
with  Choice  Seasoned  Wood,  Good 
Gut,  and  every  variety  of  Feathers 
and  Material  for  Fly  Making,  &c. 

ONLY  ADDRESSES  : — 

15,  BASNETS  STREET, 
Sl  7,  QUEEN  AVENUE, 

CASTLE  STREET,  LIVERPOOL, 

Telephone,  5611. 

Telegrams,  “ Fishing,”  Liverpool. 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books, 

Also  out  of  print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  <fcc.  Every  number  of  “The  Pub- 
lishers’Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record” 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  “ Books  Wanted,”  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a post-card  request  for  It,  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Publishers’  Circular,  St.  Dunitan'f 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  E> — If  you  cannot  obtain  tho  information  now  yon 
ivro  at  tho  plaoo,  wo  aro  afraid  wo  cannot  help  yoa. 
Why  not  oxploro  for  yourself ? 

A.  10,  C. — Yon  aHk  wiiere  to  go  for  soa  trout  during 
tho  first  fortnight  in  September.  Shetland,  tho  Uinta, 
Loch  Jfrora,  Ythun  river,  and  streams  on  west  of 
Argyll,  should  all,  undor  favourable  conditions,  do  well 
(luring  tho  first  fortnight  in  Septombor. 


Cormpoirtrme 

f IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  AMERICAN  “AUTOMATIC”  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  W.  Gedney 
vory  pleased  with  the  “ Automatic  ” reel,  and  can 
assure  him  that  tho  more  he  uses  it  the  better  he  will 
like  it. 

Ono  of  its  numerous  advantages  is  that  you  can  use 
tho  finest  4 X drawn  gut  without  the  least  chance  of  a 
breakage  ; in  fact,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  broken 
after  once  hooking  a fish  and  placing  finger  on  trigger, 
to  matter  how  large  or  strong  he  may  be. 

We  have  thoroughly  tested  this  with  one  of  the  largest 
fishing  tackle  makers,  and  certainly  one  of  the  best 
salmon  fishers  in  the  north  of  England.  We  used  a 
10ft.  rod,  20  yards  of  waterproof  silk  line,  and  3 yards 
4 X fine  drawn  gut  cast,  which  we  attached  to  a lead 
weight,  and  could  not  break  the  gut,  no  matter  what 
length  of  line  we  had  out. 

Another  advantage  of  this  reel  is  that  a fish  can  be 
struck  without  moving  the  rod  in  the  least,  and  in  tho 
shortest  space  of  time  possible. — We  are,  dear  sir,  yours 
truly,  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

N.B. — If  the  spring  is  too  strong,  throw  off  a few 
turns  of  the  line  and  that  will  reduce  it  at  once.  If  not 
strong  enough,  wind  up  in  the  direction  of  the  arrow. 


HACKNEY  MARSH. 

Sir, — I have  read  with  pleasure  the  article  in  your 
last  number,  which  accurately  describes  the  past  and 
present  condition  of  the  White  House  Water,  and  I 
heartily  agree  with  the  suggestion  therein  made,  that 
endeavours  should  be  made  to  induce  the  London 
County  Council  to  set  aside  a portion  of  the  river  for 
the  use  of  East-end  anglers,  which  would  be  a boon  they 
would  deeply  appreciate.  No  doubt  a word  or  two  from 
your  powerful  pen  would  induce  the  members  of  the 
northern  and  north-eastern  angling  societies  to  take  the 
matter  up  for  the  benefit  of  their  poorbrethern.  Support 
from  the  adjacent  districts  would,  of  course,  have  more 
weight  than  that  from  elsewhere. — I am,  &c., 

A Claptonian  Fisherman. 


THE  GLADSTONE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  correct  an 
error  that  occurred  in  Mr.  Murray  Gladstone’s  letter, 
ie  Ihe  Gladstone  May- fly  p He  mentions  that  I 
originally  tied  this  fly  at  his  suggestion  and  to  his 
directions.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Gladstone  for  having 
made  it  so  popular  on  t.be  Hampshire  streams  and 
elsewhere,  the  reason  I asked  permission  to  give  it  that 
name  ; but  the  pattern  is  entirely  my  own  idea, 
originally  tyirg  it  many  years  ago,  but  giving  it  no 
name.  I exhibited  it,  amongst  others,  at  the  R.  A. 
Maritime  and  Piscatorial  Exhibition,  1877,  for  which 
I received  the  silver  medal,  the  only  award  for  flies.  I 
have  the  identical  fly  case  as  it  came  from  the  exhibi- 
tion ; it  has  not  been  opened  since.  I believe  Mr. 
Murray  Gladstone’s  name  did  not  appear  on  my  books 
until  1883.  I shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  insert 
this  in  your  next  issue.— Yours  truly, 

Mary  Ogden  Smith. 

OVERSCAIG. 

Sir, — I do  not  think  that  this  fishing  station  is  as  well 
known  as  it  ought  to  be,  for  there  are  only  eight  visitors 
hero  instead  of  twenty-eight,  as  there  were  last  year. 
The  hotel,  which  was  most  considerately  erected  by  the 
late  Duke  of  Sutherland  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  and 
tourists,  stands  on  an  eminence  overlooking  Loch  Sbin, 
and  about  two  miles  from  its  extremity..  The  fishing  is 
simply  splendid,  and  hardly  to  be  surpassed  in  Scotland. 
If  any  angler  well  equipped'by  Messrs.  Anderson,  of 
Prince’e-street,  Edinburgh,  fails  :to  catch  fish  he  must 
be  indeed  an  unworthy  follower  of  the'angle.  In  Lochs 
Shin,  Griam,  and  Merkland  trout  and  Salmo  ferox 
abound  ; while  in  Loch  More,  tho  fishing  of  which  is 
conceded  by  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Westminster  to  Mr. 
Duncan  Maekay,  the  worthy  host  of  the  hotel,  sea 
trout  abound,  and,  owing  to  the  recent  removal  of  an 
impediment,  they  are  now  running  up  in  greater 
numbers  than  has  ever  been  known.  This  is  my  fifth 
yitdtihere,  and  I generally  stay  from  five  to  eight  weok?'; 
indeed,  so  pleased  am  I with  the  place  that  this  is  my 
second  visit  this  year.  I am,  therefore,  entitledlto  speak 
with  confidence,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  giving  this 
place  my  strongest  recommendation,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  salubrity  and  the  most  excellent  sport  it  affords, 
but  also  on  account  of  tho  profuse  liberality  with  which 
our  host  caters  for  bis  friends,  and  tho  romarkabloikind- 
noss  and  attention  which  iheyjreceivo  from  him  and  his 
excellent  wile  arid  family.  The  tcrrr.H  aro  very  moderate. 
—Yours  faithfully,  Thob.  11,  Enbou. 

Cardiff. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


“ A NEW  FACT  FOR  NATURALISTS.” 

Sir, — From  friend  Tod’s  discovery- in  your  issue  of 
tho  7th  inst. , it  is  evident  ho  has  not  forgotten  our 
famous  countryman's  advice  to  a young  friend  — 

Conceal  yoursel’  uh  wed  s ye  can 
Frao  critical  dissection ; 

Hut  keck  through  every  other  man 
Wl'  sharpened  sly  Inspection. 

According  to  “ usefand  wont,”  I might  make  yon,  tho 
printer,  or  the  printer’s  devil  tho  ’scape  goat  for  having 
“ masticated  ” instead  of  “ digested  ” tho  “ boy.”  Hut 
then  I should  lose  friend  Tod’B  gratitude  for  affording 
him  such  a rich  opportunity  of  whetting  his  lancet.  So 
I prefer  the  latter  course,  and  remain,  yours, 

The  Writer  ok  the  Article. 


PIKE  PERCH  AND  MIRROR  CARP. 

Silt, — If  your  correspondent  will  purchase  tho  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  11,  1801,  No.  72!),  he  will  read  a full 
account  of  what  I wrote  about  the  pike  perch  (Perea 
lucio  pere.d).  Since  then  I have  not  hoard  of  their 
introduction  by  anyone  else.  They  can  be  bought  alive 
at  Hamburgh,  and  with  continual  care  can  be  trans- 
ported to  England.  Your  correspondent  should  run  over 
late  in  the  autumn,  and  introduce  the  fish  to  English 
waters,  and  thus  gain  the  credit  of  their  introduction, 
whore  others  failed.  The  golden  orfe  and  the  golden 
tench  are  plentiful  in  a park  near  Reading.  As  regards 
the  Spiegel  carp  ( Cyprinus  specularis),  I have  no  know- 
ledge of  their  introduction  in  England  from  Germany. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 

FISHING  IN  CARDIGANSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “ S.  B.,”  there  is  excellent 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Teifi  all  the 
way  from  Cardigan  through  Newcastle  Emlyn,  Llan- 
dyssil,  and  Lampeter.  The  accommodation  at  the  Porth 
Hotel,  Llandyssil,  is  exceptionally  good,  and  there  are 
over  two  miles  of  water  preserved  for  visitors.— Yours 
truly,  W.  T. 


FISHING  AT  BLUNHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me 
whether  there  is  any  good  fishing  to  be  had  at  Blunham 
(Beds.),  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  in  the  Ouse  or  Ivel,  and 
free  or  otherwise  ? Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — lam, 
yours  respectfully,  H.  F.  Hardwick. 

[Coarse  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  Blunham  (on  the  Ouse), 
except  barbel.  Good  jacking.  Mr.  King,  of  Roxton, 
owns  the  west  side  ; and  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Blunham,  the 
south.  Preserved  also  by  a society  of  fifty  members  ; 
sec.,  Mr.  C.  Forge,  12,  Addle-street,  Wood-street,  E.C. 
The  Ivel  also  runs  to  Blunham.] 


FISHING  AT  FELIXSTOWE. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “ Inquirer  ” can,  by  seeking 
permission  of  the  lighthouse-keeper  at  Languard  Point, 
fish  from  the  head  of  the  pier  erected  by  the  Trinity 
Masters,  where  during  August  as  a rule  some  good  bass 
might  be  taken  fishing  witu  the  red  imitation  sand-eel 
or  the  plano-convex  minnow  (Hearder’s). 

Bass  fishing  on  ihe  east  coast  is  not  what  it  is  down 
west,  but  Languard  Point  is,  I think,  the  best  spot  on 
the  Suffolk  coast.  Tbo  pier  is  not^safej  for  children 
owing  to  its  construction,  and  the  gates  are  in  conse- 
quence kept  locked.  The  lighthouse-keeper,  a keen 
bass  angler  himself,  is  always  ready  to  give  visitors 
advice.  Bass  might  also  be  taken  from  the  Dock  Pier, 
near  the  Felixstowe  landing  stage,  with  the  lures  I 
have  before  mentioned.  With  the  paternoster,  baited 
with  shrimp,  mussel,  or  worms,  dabs  and  plaice  can  be 
caught  from  Ihe  latter  pier,  and  at  full  tide  I have 
caught  a few  smelt,  fishing  with  fine  roach  tackle. 
Good  sport  is  also  to  be  obtained  fishing  from  a boat  off 
the  town.  I know  nothing  of  the  river  fishing,  but 
there  are  one  or  two  private  lakes  in  tho  locality  with 
gcod  reputations. — Yours  faithfully, 

Bury  Post.  Geo.  A.  Manning. 

Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “ Inquirer  ” as  regards  sea- 
fishing at  Felixstowe,  I can  say,  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  the  fishing  is  fairly  good  for  cod  and  sand  dabs. 
For  the  former  I should  recommend  a strong  rod  and 
Nottingham  plaited  silk  line,  soaked  in  mutton  fat, 
which  prevents  it  from  rotting. 

I used  to  hire  a boat  from  a landlord  who  keeps  a 
little  inn  opposite  tho  old  jetty,  but  the  name  I forget. 
He  is  a very  kind  and  obliging  old  fellow,  and  a keen 
fisherman  himself.  The  bait  I used  was  hermit  crab, 
which  ho  procured  for  me,  and  for  which  I gave  him  a 
trifle  extra  besides  the  10s.  a week  1 paid  for  the  boat. 
Of  course  I used  to  go  out  by  myself,  as  I prefer  fishing 
alone,  which  is  generally  followed  with  more  success; 
but  the  landlord  if  required,  and  not  very  busy,  goes 
out  with  parties  occasionally.  Thoro  is  also  fairly  good 
bass  fishing  later  in  September,  spinning  with  a sand- 
eel ; but  1 am  sorry  to  say  I cannot  trive  ‘ Inquirer  ” any 
particulars  as  regards  river  fishing  in  that  neigiibour- 
flood. — I am,  youis  faithfully,  A.  F.  Sigmund. 

P.S.— Tho  in  and  outgoing  tide  is  the  best  time  to  got 
good  sport. 


FREE  FISHING  FOR  DACE  AND  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir,— I shall  he  much  obliged  if  .you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  toll  mo  where  I can  get  three  or  four 
days’  good,  froo  fly-fishing  among  dace  and  chub  with 
chances  of  sueoess,  and  how  I could  obtain  permission 
to  fi-sh  tho  water?  Distance  within  or  not  exceeding 
thirty  miles  from  Nottingham. — Tam,  Are., 

Holiday  Angler. 
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REPORTS  FROM  ST.  NEOTR. 

•Sir, — I beg  to  thank  Mr.  Nash  for  his  letter  of  ex- 
planation. I was  not  aware  that  he  was  speaking  of 
two  catches  at  tho  time  of  tho  conversation  until  I saw 
it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  hence  my  misunderstanding 
him, for  which  I beg  to  apologise. — I am,  Ac., 

Ojiserver. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  just  hoard  from  a friend  at  St. 
Neots  that  a person  signing  himself  “Observer”  has 
contradietod  too  statement  of  Mr.  Scard’H  catch  of 
bream. 

As  I happened  to  bo  tho  friend  who  helped  to  catch 
tho  fish,  J thought  it  only  right  to  say  that  Mr)  Ssard 
was  perfectly  correct  in  his  report  to  you.  The  two 
last  fish  taken  weighed  21b.  and  2ilb.,  said  fish  caught 
by  me.  E.  Cranstone. 

MISPRINT.— A CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir,  -Tbo  conger  caught  by  Mr.  Fred  J. 
Bently,  Manchester,  off  the  rocks  at  Aberffraw,  Anglesey, 
weighed  171b.  and  not  71b.  as  appeared  in  last  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette.  Such  a big  fish  caught  on  a more  wand 
of  a rod,  showed  unusual  coolness  and  dexterity.  Its 
mate,  apparently  bigger,  got  off  by  snapping  the  gut.— 
Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

FRESH-WATER  SHRIMP. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  in  Gazette  fresh-water  shrimps 
are  wanted,  I think  I could  supply  them,  if  you  can 
inform  me  where  they  are  wanted,  and  how  they  can 
be  sent. — Yours  truly, 

R.  Flude,  5,  West  Bridge,  Leicester. 


Dear  Sir, — Re  fresh-water  shrimps,  we  can  do  them, 
but  have  not  been  aBked  for  them  as  baits.  However, 
we  include  them  in  onr  bait  list.  Have  sent  quantities 
away  to  stock  lochs  and  trout  streams.  It  is  a grand 
trout  food. — Yours  faithfully,  Bambeidge. 

Eton. 


Dear  Sir, — I have  frequently  been  asked  to  supply 
Gammarus  pulex  (fresh-water  shrimp)  along  with  the 
trout  fry  from  my  hatchery,  and  have  sent  them  loDg 
distances  with  safety.  I shall  he  glad  to  supply  your 
correspondent,  or  anyone  else  who  may  care  to  write 
to  me,  at  the  usual  trade  price  (i.e.,  10s.  per  1000),  on  the 
principle  no  life  no  pay. — Yours  faithfully, 

Norton,  Tenby,  S.  Wales.  F.  S.  Perkin. 


" Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  J.  M. 
Etches  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  28th  of  July,  I can 
supply  fresh- water  shrimps  packed  in  damp  moss  as  you 
suggest  at  15s.  per  thousand. — Your  faithfully, 

Mallow,  Co.  Cork.  Francis  Stawell. 


BAD  BOLL  CLUB.— THE  FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER 
WUTACH. 

Sir, — May  I ask,  in  the  interest  of  an  old  friend  who 
thinks  of  taking  a shire  in  the  Bad  Boll  Fishing 
Club,  and  in  the  interest  of  all  who  may  so  intend,  the 
following  questions  : Firstly — What  is  the  proportion  of 
trout  to  grayling  generally  ? Secondly— The  average 
weight  of  each  species?  Thirdly — Are  the  best  months 
in  the  year  for  the  trout  fisherman  April,  May,  and  June  ? 
Fourthly — Are  not  grayling  out  of  season  during  these 
three  months,  and  are  they  counted  as  part  of  the  day’s 
bag  during  the  three  months  named,  or  are  they  returned 
to  the  river?  This  I consider  is  a question  that  should 
be  clearly  understood,  as  no  true  sportsman  would  caro 
to  make  up  his  bag  with  a large  (not  to  say  the  larger) 
portion  of  grayling,  either  full  of  spawn  or  when  “ busy 
with  family  cares,”  as  Mr.  Pritt  once  put  it  jocosely.  I 
believe  that  the  fishing  is  good  from  what  I have  hear!, 
but  is  it  fishing  which  is  best  for  the  trout  fisherman  in 
the  months  named,  or  for  the  grayling  fisherman  later 
on  in  the  year  ? All  who  think  of  taking  shares  would 
be  interested  to  have  an  answer  to  my  questions,  and 
will  be  grateful  to  those  who  are  able  and  willing  to  do 
so  in  the  columns  of  this  paper.  “ Good  wine  needs  no 
bush.”— I am,  Ac.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[We  can  assure  Mr.  Tod  that  none  of  the  gentlemen 
who-e  names  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  Bad  Boll  Fishing  Club  would  take  grayling  out  of 
season  and  weigh  them  as  part  of  the  day’s  take. 
There  is  a capital  stock  of  both  trout  and  grayling,  and, 
we  take  it,  the  directors  of  the  club  being  English 
gentlemen,  the  same  rules  of  sport,  written  or  unwritten, 
will  be  followed  as  if  the  Wutach  was  an  English 
stream.  Independently  of  this,  the  German  Government 
striotly  enforce  the  legal  fence  months. — Ed.] 


THE  COMMON  CHECK  REEL. 

Sir, — Re  remarks  on  the  American  Automatic  Reel  in 
your  issue  of  2lst  inst  , althongh  I have  never  tried  one, 
and  have  invariably  pinned  my  faith  to  a moderately 
giving  common  check  reel  (regarding  which  there  is  no 
puzzlefioation)  on  Mr.  Rooper’s  principle,  I fail  to 
understand  why  a 44b.  or  51b.  (rout  should  take  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes  to  bring  to  net.  From  my  own 
experience,  the  longest  struggle  I over  had  with  a 
51b.  2jz.  trout  was  fifteen  minutes,  and  a 7-pouuder  took 
mo  exactly  twenty-eight  minutes  in  rapid  wator  (by 
watch)  to  bring  to  net.  On  both  occasions  I usod  fine 
natural  gut,  and  tho  flios,  a Cowdung  and  an  Orange 
Grouse,  were  tied  on  No.  13  hooks.  I consider  a largo 
lako  oryollow  trout  a much  toughor  oustomor  to  handle 
than  a salmon  of  hoavior  weight ; but  1 have  brought  a 
15J lb.  spring  fish  to  gaff  in  thirteen  minutes,  using 
modium  salmon  gut  and  a good  plain  cheek  reel.  I 
honostly  boliovo,  as  regards  the  Salmonidw,  the  expert 
angler  requires  no  assistunco  from  his  reel,  provided  tho 
check  is  fairly  stiff.  I am,  your?,  Ac., 

Black  Hackle. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  11th,  1894. 


INTERNATIONAL  ANGLERS’  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

The  International  Anglers’  Association  will 
meet  in  its  first  annual  convention  at  the  Queen  s 
Royal  Hotel,  Niagara,  Ontario,  Canada,  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Sept.  7 and  8.  This  will  be  an 
important  occasion  for  anglers,  as  it  will  see  the 
inauguration  of  an  association  with  well  defined 
and  serious  objects,  and  one  which  cannot  fail  to 
do  great  things  for  fair  angling.  The  gathering 
will  be  a representative  one,  and  expert  anglers 
from  all  parts  of  the  States,  as  well  as  Canada,, 
are  expected  to  compete  in  the  fly-casting  and 
bait-casting  competitions,  for  which  valuable 
prizes  will  be  given.  At  the  meeting  papers  on 
angling  topics  will  be  read  and  discussions  will 
be  held.  A fish  banquet  will  also  add  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  occasion.  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  has  accepted  the  office  of  an 
honorary  president,  and  President  Cleveland  has 
also  been  invited  to  act  in  a similar  capacity  — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


We  hear  from  Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Creighton,  a 
Canadian  member  of  the  Fly-Fishers’  Club,  that 
Canadian  salmon  fishing  has,  on  the  whole,  been 
very  good  this  year,  though  it  began  badly  owing 
to  an  early  spring  and  consequent  low  water. 
The  fish  ran  unusually  large  everywhere. 


A NEW  SPORTING  NOVEL.* 

It  is  not  in  the  province  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
to  review  novels,  but  we  know  so  many  of  our 
readers  are  interested  in  the  writings  of  John 
Bickerdyke  that  we  must  inform  them  they  will 
find  some  very  pleasant  reading  in  his  new  novel. 

The  frontispiece  is  reproduced  from  a drawing 
by  Mr.  G.  D.  Rowlandson,  in  which  a stalwart 
maiden  is  handling  a salmon  rod  in  quite  a 
masterly  manner,  indeed  the  heroines  ot  the 
story  do  most  of  the  shooting  and  fishing— Norah, 
the  “ Banished  Beauty,”  is  one  of  the  best  pigeon 
shots  in  the  British  Isles.  . 

The  second  paragraph  of  Chapter  I.  is  a little 
summary  of  the  book,  “ salmon,  grouse,  hares, 
wild -fowl,  and  trout  all  in  abundance,  an  amusing 
piece  of  deer-stalking,  a sea  teeming  with  fish, 
thousands  of  blue-rocks  in  the  caves  on  the  coast, 
the  cliffs  swarming  with  rabbits,  splendid  weather 
to  enjoy  all  these  things,  and,  to  crown  all,  that 
romantic  affair  which,  ended  so  happily. 

What  the  “ romantic  affair  ” was  we  must  leave 
our  readers  to  discover  for  themselves  from  Mr. 
Bickerdyke’s  own  pages,  if  they  like  sporting 
adventures  in  which  the  fair  sex  figure  largely  as 
adepts  with  both  fowling-piece  and  fly  rod. 

THE  LEAPING  OUANANICHE.t 

It  may  be  a shock  to  the  susceptibilities  of  the 
more  romantically  inclined  to  know  that,  although 
the  last  of  the  Mohicans  is  popularly  supposed  to 
have  met  a tragic  fate  long  years  ago,  the 
renowned  tribe,  so  far  from  being  extinct,  has 
entered  on  a new  and  promising  lease  of  existence 
in  a permanent  encampment  at  Glens  Falls,  JNew 
York,  having  added  a rod  and  gun  to  its  ancient 
totem  of  the  Tortoise.  Its  present  chief  and 
successor  to  the  long- departed  Uncas  is  Mr. 

A.  N.  Cheney,  to  whom,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Reynolds,  of  the  American  Forest  and  Stream, 
we  are  indebted  for  a delightful  book  by  Mr. 
Eugene  McCarthy,  entitled  “ The  Leaping 
Ouananiche : What  It  Is,  Where,  When  and  How 
to  Catch  It.”  In  “ A First  Word,”  with  which  the 
author  commences  his  work,  he  thus  unselfishly 
recognises  that  strong  sentiment  of  brotherhood 
which  unites  anglers  of  all  climes  and  all  races  : 

“ So  little  has  been  written  about  ouananiche 
fishing,  its  modes  and  its  merits,  its  charms  and 
its  rewards,  that  there  is  a call  for  a handbook  or 
specific  information  concerning  the  fish,  and  ot 
definite  instructions  in  the  art  of  its  enticement. 
Impelled  by  the  obligation  which  rests  upon 
every  snortsman  to  give  his  fellows  in  the  craft 
the  fruit  of  his  own  experience  and  knowledge,  1 
have  prepared  this  brochure.  Its  purpose  is  to 
put  into  compact  and  intelligent  form  all  that 
may  be  necessary  for  the  guidance  of  new-comers 
in  the  picturesque  haunts  of  this  noble  game 

fiS“  The  volume  is  dedicated  to  my  fellow  sports- 
men ; to  all  those  who  may  find  in  it  practical 
helpfulness  ; to  all  who  in  the  freedom  and  fresh- 
ness of  the  woods  may  give  over  for  a time  the 
tax  of  business,  and,  as  did  Izaak  Walton  himself, 
may  find  in  fishing  forgetfulness  of  the  vexations 
and  worries  of  life.” 

Under  the  heading  “ What  It  Is,  he  states  : 

“ Five  years  ago  1 accidentally  heard  that  away 
to  the  north,  in  tne  wilds  of  Canada,  there  was  a 
new  fishing  territory  opened  up  to  the  angler,  the 
Lake  St.  John  region ; and  I heard,  too,  for  the 
first  time,  the  name  of  that  great  fish,  the 

ouananiche.  „ . , , 

“ I at  once  made  the  trip,  for  I was  completely 
worked  up  over  the  glowing  accounts  I had  heard  ; 
and  finding  them  to  be  all  truth  and  no  fiction,  1 
became  a most  enthusiastic  admirer  of  the  sport 
to  be  had  in  that  country,  and  have  spent  a month 
or  more  there  each  year  since. 

“The  fighting  qualities  of  this  fish  are  so 
great  that  they  pass  understanding,  and  with 
five  years  of  experience  in  angling  for  them,  1 
conclude  each  year  that  I know  less  about  how  to 
hook,  handle,  and  land  them.  


*“A  Banished  Beauty.”  By  John  Bickerdyke. 
Edinburgh  and  London  : Wm.  Blackwood  andSons 
+ “ The  Leaping  Ouananiche:  What  It  is,  vvnere, 

When,  and  How  to  Catch  It.”  By  Eugene  McCarthy. 
Forest  and  Stream  Publishing  Co.,  318,  Broadway,  New 
York. 


“ True,  I have  always  saved  enough  to , satisfy 
in  point  of  numbers,  but  it  does  hurt  one  s pride 
to  feel  at  the  end  of  each  day’s  catch  that  o2lb. 
of  fish  has  frequently  outwitted  2251b.  ot  man ; 
and  that  the  man’s  superior  intelligence  has 
availed  him  only  to  the  extent  of  saving  less  than 
half  of  the  pugnacious  ouananiche  that  have 
become  acquainted  with  his  hook. 

“Already  classed  above  the  black  bass  ana 
brook  trout  as  a fighter,  and  ranking  second 
only  to  the  salmon  ( Salmo  salar),  it  is  destined 
to  become  the  most  sought  after  and  noted  of  our 
game  fish.  It  is  peculiar  alone  to  Lake  bt.  John, 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  its  tributaries, 
and  these  waters  having  been  practically  opened 
to  easy  access  within  a few  years  only,  the 
existence  of  this  wonderful  fish  is  rapidly  attract- 
ing the  attention  of  noted  fishermen.  How  much 
tackle  will  be  broken,  how  many  rods  smashed, 
and  arms  lamed,  will  result  from  the  introduction 
of  the  ouananiche  to  the  angling  public  cannot 

be<‘tThe  word  ouananiche  is  from  the  dialect  of 
the  Montagnais  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  country 
about  Lake  St.  John.  They  have  always  been 
familiar  with  this  fish,  and  understanding  its 
derivation  have  properly  named  it  ouanan,  mean- 
ing salmon,  and  iche  the  diminutive— the  little 

salmon.  „ „ ,,,  , , 

“ Report  has  it  that  one  of  141b.  was  taken  in 
the  Little  Discharge  of  the  lake  several  years  ago, 
but  none  approximating  that  weight  have  been 
taken  since.  In  an  ordinary  catch  the  fash  will 
average  from  31b.  to  3£lb.  each,  although  smaller 
and  larger  ones  are  as  frequently  caught.  I have 
seen  several  taken  weighing  8lb.  to  82lb.,  but, 
individually,  7ilb.  has  been  the  largest  I have 
secured. 

“ Upon  making  a close  comparison  of  a , 7 ilb. 
ouananiche  with  an  181b.  salmon,  side  by  side,  as 
I had  an  opportunity  to  do  recently,  1 could 
discover  little,  if  any,  difference ; they  are  truly 
congeneric.  The  contour  differs  in  not  even  a 
slight  degree.  The  colour,  almost  black  on  the 
back,  shades  to  a light  grey  on  the  side,  while  the 
belly  is  silvery  white ; in  all  respects  coloured  as 
is  the  salmon.  It  has  a true  salmon  head,  large, 
round,  black  spots  appear  on  the  gills,  the  bt. 
Andrew  crosses  on  the  body  are  plentiful,  it  has 
the  small  fleshy  fin  on  top  anterior  to  the  tail, 
peculiar  to  the  salmon  family.  The  fins,  especially 
the  caudal  and  the  tail,  are  extremely  large.  1 he 
scales  are  an  exact  counterpart  of  those  ot 
the  salmon,  while  the  flesh  is  hard  ana  flaky, 
always  pink,  although  varying  in  shade,  and 
properly  cooked  it  is  fully  equal  to,  if  not  better 
than  that  of  salmon.  When  first  caught  and 
taken  from  the  water,  the  back  and  sides  or 
the  ouananiche  have  a most  beautiful  peacock 
blue  shade  that  one  must  stop  and  admire. 
This  disappears  within  a few  moments,  and 
gives  place  to  the  true  salmon  colour  described 

above.  . . ...  

“ One  of  the  best  descriptions  of  the  game 
qualities  of  the  ouananiche  that  I have  ever  seen 
appeared  in  the  Quebec  Chronicle  a few  years  ago, 
and  it  so  impressed  me  that  I have  always  had  it 
in  mind  since.  It  is  so  germane  to  the  sublet 
in  hand  that  it  is  worthy  of  repetition,  and  I will 

reproduce  it  here : . . , 

‘“In  proportion  to  their  size  these  ouananiche 
are  the  gamest  fish  that  swim.  They  are  peculiar 
to  Lake  St.  John  and  its  tributaries  ; but  hook  a 
respectable  ouananiche  in  the  boiling  waters  ot 
the  Grand  Discharge  and  you  have  entered  upon 
a fight  as  different  in  comparison  with  other  Hsu 
as  is  that  with  a dark-coloured  trout  hooked  in 

the  heaviest  rapidscompared  with  the  half-heaxted 

struggle  of  a dainty  fiugerling  in  a crystal  lake. 

In  proportion  to  his  avoirdupois  he  can  do  more 

tackle  smashing,  pound  for  pound,  than  any  fish 
that  swims.  His  leaps  are  terrific,  he  can  give  a 
black  bass  long  odds  and  then  show  him  points  in 

high  jumping.’  ” , 

We  regret  we  cannot  give  space  now  to  tne 
chapters  on  “ Where,  When,  and  How  to  Capture 
the  Ouananiche,”  in  which  the  author  well  main- 
tains his  good  natured  purpose  of  affording  full 
and  much  desired  information  on  the  sub;|ect.  in 
a short  time  it  may  be  hoped  the  book  will  be  in 
the  library  of  every  intelligent  British  angler, 
who  will  find  in  it  a valuable  and  interesting  con- 
tribution to  the  literature  of  sport,  embellished 
by  some  of  the  most  beautiful  specimens  ot  latter- 
day  book  illustration. 
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AMONG  FISH-FULL  STREAMS  AND 
PIKE  POOLS. 

( Continued  from  jxige  107.) 


I mentioned  in  last  week’s  article  tho  fine 
tench  that  were  to  bo  caught  in  Sussex,  where 
most  ol  tho  lakes  and  rivers  contain  them.  Large 
carp  also  are  plentiful  in  these  waters;  one 
especially  magnificent  specimen  I know  of,  ex- 
ceeding 191b.  (with  many  others  extremely  large, 
also  a pike  of  291b.),  was  captured  in  tho  lake  at 
Burton  Park  when  emptied  of  its  water,  in  order 
that  tho  sluice-gates  might  be  repaired,  and  the 
old  overshot  wheel  of  the  still  more  ancient  flour 
mill  put  into  working  order.  At  Crawley,  Three 
Bridges,  Horsham,  l’etworth,  Sheffield  Park,  &c., 
are  many  pools  and  lakes  holding  the  above- 
mentioned  fish ; while  Surrey  has  very  fine 
waters  near  Haslemere.  At  Gatton  Park  in  the 
same  county  a brace  of  carp  were  taken  on  the 
same  day  exceeding  221b.  Neither  is  Kent  far 
behind  with  its  fine  fisheries  near  Maidstone, 
Cobham,  Ashford,  &c.,  the  very  mention  of  which 
places,  brings  back  memories  of  successful  forays 
I have  had  among  those,  and  other  big  fish,  in  the 
years  that  are  gone;  notably  one  day — marked 
in  my  diary  with  red  letters — when  that  clever 
artist  and  angler,  the  late  H.  L.  Rolfe,  accom- 
panied me;  also  the  before-mentioned  William, 
who  was  our  faithful  henchman.  It  was  in 
autumn  ; the  carp  fed  from  early  morning  till 
mid-day,  and  pike  “came  on”  furiously  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening.  We  had  a mixed  bag, 
including  some  large  perch,  and  Rolfe  said  it 
was  the  biggest  catch  with  rods  and  lines  he  had 
ever  seen. 

On  this  occasion  we  saw  a large  capture 
of  tench  made  in  a very  curious  way,  viz.,  in 
large  square  wire  traps  baited  with  the  bright 
yellow  flowers  of  buttercups.  A large  bunch  was 
suspended  in  the  middle  of  each  trap,  which  were 
constructed  so  that  fish  could  enter  at  each  end, 
but  not  return.  When  the  keeper  lifted  and 
emptied  the  three  traps  he  took  out  seventy-five 
tench,  the  result  of  the  baiting  of  the  previous 
day.  pp 

Bright  yellow  flowers  appear  to  have  a peculiar 
fascination  for  these  fish.  I have  read  that  a 
bright  brass  candlestick  will  answer  equally 
well. 

Since  then,  William  and  I had  another  day 
together  on  the  little  brook,  margined  with  the 
pollard  willows  ; it  was  again  in  flood,  and  a few 
yards  up  stream,  above  the  eddy  I have  already 
spoken  of,  a stem  or  tree  trunk  lay  half  across 
under  water,  thus  forming  a sort  of  dam,  and 
making  the  brook  somewhat  quieter  and  clearer 
than  it  was  at  its  junction  with  the  larger  stream. 
Prom  a movement  we  caught  sight  of  just  beyond 
the  stem,  William  thought  he  would  try  and  see 
what  he  could  get  there  ; he  was  well  rewarded 
for  the  experiment,  for  in  a short  time  he  returned 
with  three  good  trout.  His  luck  made  him  very 
chatty.  “ It  don’t  do,”  he  said,  “ to  go  by  the  look 
o’  things  at  all  times,  for  any  port  is  a good  ’un 
in  a flood,  then  the  trout  gets  out  o’  the  rush  o’ 
the  river,  an’  they  feeds  in  the  brook.”  That 
brook  taught  me  more  about  the  natural  habits  of 
fish,  than  I at  that  time  could  have  thought 
possible.  William  has  vanished  from  that  scene  ; 
the  good  fellow  has  gone  home  long  ago  to  the 
village  churchyard.  The  brook  is  still  there,  so 
are  the  fish  in  flood  time ; but  I am  not  able  to  go 
there  now,  for  the  property  has  changed  owners. 

Many  of  the  old  water-worn  weirs,  flood  gates, 
and  tumbling  bays  met  with  in  an  angling 
ramble,  were  really  beautiful  with  growths  of 
mosses  and  ferns  and  clumps  of  blue  forget-me- 
nots.  ’I  he  lady  fern  ( Asplenium  feemina)  with  its 
handsome  fronds  was  comparatively  common ; 
even  Osmunda  regalis,  the  Royal  fern,  was 
occasionally  met  with  growing  luxuriantly  in 
such  moist  situations. 

At  most  of  these  old  weirs,  deep  holes  had  been 
washed  out  by  the  action  of  the  water,  sure 
harbours  for  perch  and  big  trout;  but  un- 
fortunately they  could  be  easily  poached  by  the 
farm  labourers  and  the  “ loafers,”  who  seemed  to 
be  ubiquitous  in  country  villages,  with  whom 
“groping”  for  trout  was  a common  practice; 
even  “ liming  a brook  ” was  sometimes  resorted 
to  in  old  times  beforo  railways  opened  up  tho 
country,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  rivers  and 
streams  easily  reached  bocamo  valuable,  tho  fhh 


were  looked  after  and  preserved,  and  anglers 
multiplied  who  were  willing  to  pay  well  for  their 
sport. 

In  these  secluded  streams  otters  wore  not 
unknown  ; where  all  was  so  quiet  and  so  few 
people  about,  even  in  the  daytime  an  otter  might 
occasionally  be  seen;  in  fact,  as  William  and  I 
wore  walking  softly  down  a water  meadow,  on 
turning  tho  corner  of  an  osier  bed  we  surprised 
one  of  these  animals  at  the  edge  of  the  stream 
busy  with  his  morning  meal.  On  being  disturbed 
it  slid  quietly  into  the  water,  and  left  on  the  bank 
a fine  carp.  The  beast  had  bitten  a hole  in  tho 
fish  s back ; it  was  just  alive  and  bleeding.  On 
weighing  the  carp  later  in  the  day  1 found 
(allowing  for  the  portion  eaten)  that  the  fish 
would  have  exceeded  91b. 

Otter-hunting  might  have  been  a sport  worth 
following  in  that  district,  but  so  far  as  I am  aware, 
no  otter  hounds  were  kept  in  the  county.  There 
used  to  be  a “ scratch  pack  ” of  dogs,  which 
occasionally  met,  to  hunt  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Darenth  and  neighbouring  streams,  but  that  was 
nearly  forty  years  ago. 

Referring  again  to  the  big  trout  that  were  in 
the  Darenth — and  the  capture  of  one  of  them 
which  I incidentally  mentioned  in  my  last  week’s 
article— it  occurred  at  a place  called  the  “Back- 
flash  Pool,”  where  were  known  to  be  large  fish 
that  seldom  took  natural  or  artificial  flies,  except 
in  very  early  morning  or  late  at  nightfall. 

I rose  at  daybreak  one  April  morn,  and  took  my 
fly-rod,  to  try  for  one  of  these  fine  fellows.  I put 
on  a March  Brown  and  caught  a small  fish,  pro- 
bably a yearling  fario — to  my  idea  then  it  was  a 
fine  minnow— shifted  my  fly-cast  to  a gut  “ spin- 
ning-trace ” and  tackle,  and  fished  the  heavy 
water,  which  was  rushing  from  the  sluice  half 
across  the  pool. 

At  the  second  or  third  trial  a trout  took  my 
spinning-bait,  was  well  hooked,  and  made  for  the 
opposite  side,  fifty  yards  away,  taking  out  nearly 
all  my  line ; my  fear  was  the  fish  would  leave  the 
pool  and  make  down  stream,  where  I could  not 
follow,  because  of  a wide  ditch  which  intervened. 

My  fly-rod  was  an  lift,  one,  weighing  but  nine 
or  ten  ounces,  and  the  length  of  time  required  to 
kill  a big  trout  on  such  a light  “weapon  ” depends 
on  the  size  and  strength  of  the  fish,  the  water, 
and  the  nerves  of  the  angler ; but,  as  a youth,  I 
had  no  nerves,  which,  on  this  occasion,  was  no 
doubt  in  my  favour. 

I had  played  the  fish  a quarter  of  an  hour  when 
I saw  a lad  I knew  (Jack  Tyler),  who  was  just 
then  crossing  the  marsh.  I hailed  him,  he  waded 
the  ditch  and  came  to  me. 

“ You  have  hold  of  a big  ’un,”  he  remarked; 
“what  does  it  weigh?”  “Five  pounds  if  an 
ounce,  and  something  more  ; it’s  by  far  the  biggest 
and  strongest  fish  I ever  hooked,”  I replied. 

“ Take  it  easy,  old  chap,  and  don’t  get  excited,” 
he  said.  “ I am  not  getting  excited,  but  you’ll 
make  me  so  if  you  keep  talking;  confound  you, 
Jack,  ‘shut  up.’”  Just  then  the  trout  made  a 
sudden  dash  for  deeper  water.  I hadn’t  half  a 
dozen  yards  of  line  left  on  my  reel,  when 
fortunately  I checked  the  fish,  and  got  it  to  closer 
quarters  where  the  water  shoaled.  Jack  walked 
in  up  to  his  knees  with  my  landing-net.  Nearer, 
and  nearer  yet,  I brought  the  trout,  but  it  was  off 
again.  By  slow  reeling  in,  I got  it  again  near  to 
the  net,  then  it  was  away  with  another  mad  rush, 
and  for  nearly  ten  minutes  more  the  contest  went 
on,  but  at  last  it  gave  up  suddenly,  thoroughly 
played  out,  as  fat  fish  are  apt  to  do,  the  net  was 
placed  under  it,  and  in  another  minute  I was 
admiring  the  richly  crimson-spotted  sides,  as  it 
lay  in  all  its  beauty  on  the  grass  that  bright  and 
well  remembered  April  morning. 

On  my  way  home  to  breakfast  I weighed  the 
trout  at  the  village  ironmonger’s,  and  it  drew 
down  the  scale  at  fijlb.  A larger  fish  than  even 
this,  weighing  91b.,  was  caught  by  my  uncle, 
James  Jardine,  in  the  tidal  water  below  “Back- 
flash  Pool,”  but  as  salmon  sometimes  ascended 
the  creek  at  Hartford,  and  were  captured  there — 
before  the  Thames  was  polluted  by  the  sewage 
outfalls — it  is  just  possible  my  uncle’s  fish  was  a 
S.  s alar.  Seventy  years  ago  a trout  of  IJRb.  was 
caught  in  the  “ tail-waters  ” of  Hards’  flour  mills. 
This  grand  fish  was  presented  to  King  William 
IV.,  and  in  consequence,  Hards  got  “letters 
patent  ” to  call  his  “Tho  Royal  Farinacoous 
Mills.” 

(To  he  continued .) 


THAT  CI1UB. 


I determined  I would  catch  that  chub.  Ilia 
impudence  had  grown  past  man’s  (i.e.,  mine,  cet. 
18)  endurance.  When  first  I used  to  see  him 
lie  would  dart  oil  at  once,  on  catching  sight  of 
me,  into  a bed  of  rushes  close  by,  hardly  giving 
me  time  to  realise  I had  seen  him  at  all.  Sub- 
sequent familiarity  bred  contempt,  and  he  would 
move  off  in  a leisurely  fashion,  and  sometimes 
make  a semicircular  sweep  back  again  ere  he 
finally  disappeared  in  his  impenetrable  retreat ; 
and  now  his  impudence  or  contempt  for  my 
appearance  had  got  to  such  a pitch  that  he  took 
no  notice  whatever  of  me,  but  continued  to  swim 
lazily  up  and  down  the  little  pool  which  formed 
his  parade  ground,  sucking  in  an  occasional  fly 
which  had  had  the  foolhardiness  to  venture 
within  reach  of  his  leathery  and  cavernous 
mouth.  I used  to  stand  on  the  bank  and 
watch  him,  till  I got  into  a rage  to  think  that 
he  should  dare  thus  to  openly  “challenge  all 
the  human  race,”  and  myself  in  particular.  One 
day  I suddenly  determined  to  catch  him.  The 
magnitude  of  the  idea  at  first  took  away  my 
breath.  I had  never  fished  for  chub  before,  and 
this  one  was  such  a size,  and  lived  in  such  an 
awkward  place,  and,  besides,  surely  he  must 
know  every  temptation  ever  yet  resorted  to  to 
lure  a chub  from  his  shady  retreat ; but  he  had 
goaded  me  too  deeply,  and  I determined  I would 
catch  him  if  it  took  me  a week  to  do  it. 

The  next  day  being  Sunday  I went  in  the 
afternoon  to  our  mustard  field,  then  in  full  flower, 
equipped  with  a small  tin  box  and  an  old  army 
glove,  and  caught  a dozen  of  the  bumble  bees 
which  swarmed  there  of  all  sizes,  taking  care 
only  to  shin  them  so  that  they  might  be  alive  on 
the  next  day. 

Three  o’clock  the  next  afternoon  saw  me  setting 
out  with  my  longest  bream  rod  and  a landing  net 
across  my  shoulder,  the  army  glove  on  my  hand, 
and  the  bumble  bees  kicking  up  a tremendous 
drumming  in  their  tin  prison  deposited  in  my 
coat  pocket.  On  arriving  near  the  enemy’s  haunt, 

I crept  cautiously  up  and  peered  through  the 
bushes — and,  yes,  there  he  was,  swimming  about 
as  usual,  and  looking  more  puffed  up  with  himself 
than  ever.  Little  did  he  think  that  the  lanky 
object  on  two  legs,  which  he  had  often  despised 
from  the  security  of  his  cool  retreat,  was  watch- 
ing him,  bent  on  his  capture,  and  even  at  that 
moment  was  carefully  putting  a bumble  bee  on  a 
hook  wherewith  to  tempt  his  greedy  appetite. 
He  lived  in  a very  awkward  place,  a small  pool 
in  a back-water,  about  as  big  as  our  dining-room 
table,  surrounded  by  rushes,  the  only  approach 
being  a steep  bank  which  fell  almost  perpen- 
dicularly down  to  the  water.  There  was  but  one 
piece  of  cover  sufficient  to  hide  me  from  which  it 
was  possible  to  put  my  bee  over  him,  and  that 
was  a small  rose  bush,  then  in  full  flower,  and,  as 
I painfully  experienced,  very  well  endowed  as 
regards  thorns.  To  make  matters  worse,  in  the 
middle  of  the  pool  lay  a dead  tree,  whose  branches 
formed  a triangle  in  the  centre,  and  stretched  out 
over  the  pool  on  either  side,  and  it  was  in  this 
triangle,  or  nowhere,  that  the  bee  must  be  dropped. 
After  landing  the  bee  twice  on  the  dead  tree,  and 
catching  it  some  two  or  three  times  in  the  rose 
bush,  thereby  necessitating  its  change  for  one  of 
less  severed  anatomy,  I succeeded  in  popping 
it  right  in  the  centre  of  the  triangle,  but,  alas, 
the  chub  was  not  there.  Where  had  he  gone  ? 
Had  I frightened  him  ! What  beastly  hard  luck 
that  just  when  I succeeded  in  putting  the  bee  in 
the  right  place  he  should  go.  But  what  is  that 
over  there?  Ah,  there  he  comes,  and  my 
trembling  hand  imparts  a quivering  motion  to 
the  rod,  causing  the  bee  to  jump  about  on  the 
water  as  if  it  had  just  fallen  there  by  accident ; 
at  least,  this  was  what  1 fondly  imagined  it  must 
have  looked  like  to  the  chub.  Slowly  he  swam  up, 
and  my  heart  rose  higher  and  highftr  till  I felt  it 
beating  in  my  throat,  and  then  there  was  a rush 
and  a splash,  and  before  I could  realise  exactly 
what  had  happened  tho  hook  was  fast  in  his 
tough  mouth,  and  1 was  holding  to  him  like  death 
itself  to  prevent  his  getting  under  tho  doad 
branch  and  smashing  my  gut  and  my  pride  at  tho 
same  time.  For  a low  seconds  it  was  a toss  up  ; 
but,  at  last,  after  a final  strugglo,  ho  gavo  in, 
and  I,  with  great  exultation,  pullod  him  slowly  to 
tho  bank.  When  1 had  scrambled  down,  nearly 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


tumbling  into  the  pool  in  my  haste,  I could  see 
no  sign  of  him,  but  by  following  my  line  I made 
out  his  nose,  the  rest  of  his  body  was  buried  in 
weeds — in  my  excitement  I had  pulled  him 
through  a whole  bed  of  them ; carefully  I dis- 
entangled him,  and  brought  the  landing  net  to 
bear,  only  to  find  it  had  become  unscrewed,  and 
slipped  round  when  it  touched  him.  I was 
obliged  to  let  go  the  rod  for  an  instant  while  I 
wound  up  the  net,  and  luckily  he  did  not  move  in 
the  meantime  ; and  then,  with  a shout  of  joy,  I 
brought  him  up  to  the  bank,  and  tasted  the  sweets 
of  revenge  for  fully  five  minutes.  On  getting 
home  subsequently  I weighed  my  prize,  and  found 
out,  to  my  disappointment,  that  what  looked  olb. 
in  the  water  amounted  oiily  to  21b.  5oz.  on  land. 
Since  that  day  I have  landed  many  a goodly 
chub,  but  never  with  such  feelings  of  joy^  and 
pride  as  I experienced  after  outwitting  “that 
chub.”  Ring  Ouzel. 


A JULY  DAY  ON  DEESIDE. 

By  D.  B.  Cherryvale. 


Pew  are  the  days,  but  full  of  joy,  that  make  up 
my  scanty,  almost  surreptitious,  summer  holiday. 
Specimen  days,  every  one  of  them,  to  the  town 
worker  whose  other  time  thoughts  of  wind  and 
weather  are  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  over- 
coat and  umbrella.  In  a town  it  rains  or  shines, 
but  who  remembers  the  showers  or  sunshine  of 
the  day  before  yesterday  ? Ah,  yes  ! but  it  takes 
years  to  forget  the  weather  of  those  days  spent 
among  the  hills. 

My  hap,  on  the  occasion  I am  about  to  refer  to, 
led  me  to  Pannanich,  on  Deeside,  where,  on  the 
evening  of  my  arrival,  I espied  not  far  off  a 
chasm  through  a rising  moor  between  two  hills, 
and  was  told  it  was  the  course  of  the  Poltach 
burn.  “ Some  capital  trouts  in  it  after  rain,” 
said  my  instructor  ; but  as  there  was  no  sign  of 
rain  in  the  sky  about  us,  I resolved  to  take  the 
chance  of  a light  basket  in  return  for  the  delight 
of  a pleasant  ramble  among  the  hills,  and  so 
went  to  bed  in  the  hope  that  it  would  dawn  a 
fine  morning. 

And  what  a morning  it  was  ! Surely  the  early 
day  is  dear  to  animate  and  inanimate  nature. 
Above,  the  blue  sky  had  no  break  in  its  azure 
save  the  sun  himseif.  The  wind  was  entirely  at 
rest,  and  the  air  was  balmy  and  odorous  of  firs 
and  many  sweet  flowers  that  spread  themselves 
in  lovely  profusion  on  all  sides.  From  far  off 
fields  in  the  valley  the  lowing  of  cattle  ascended 
gently  through  the  shimmering  air;  and  from 
below,  where  it  lay  glistening  in  the  sunlight, 
the  River  Dee  sent  up  such  a faint  hush-sh-sh, 
that  it  was  almost  necessary  to  stand  still  before 
the  murmur  could  be  heard.  But  close  at  hand 
what  a ceaseless  sound  ! The  skylarks  possessed 
the  upper  air,  and  by  a continual  going  and 
returning  of  these  performers  an  endless  song 
poured  down  upon  the  earth.  And  every  tree 
at  the  wayside,  and  bush,  and  fence,  had  some 
songster,  however  humble,  were  it  only  a “ cheep, 
cheep,”  mingling  in  the  general  joyful  chorus.  All 
seemed  urged  to  speak  out  with  gladness.  And 
nearer  still,  pervading  the  air  all  about,  arising 
from  an  almost  invisible  source,  was  the  con- 
tinuous monotone,  the  soothing  hum-m-m,  of  the 
myriad  bees  and  other  insects,  dancing  and 
darting  hither  and  thither  in  the  balmy  sunshine. 
Glittering  specks  of  burnished  gold  flashed  past, 
or  alighted  on  the  roadway  as  black  supple- 
bodied  beetles ; white  and  painted  butterflies 
sailed  and  fluttered  about  and  chased  each  other, 
and  grasshoppers  chirruped  and  leaped  as  if 
in  competition  together.  Yes  ; it  was  a lovely 
morning  ! Heaven  have  mercy  on  the  poor  ca,rc- 
burdened  heart  that  could  not  feel  a bounding 
gladness  in  being  alive  on  such  a day. 

Having  reached  the  point  where  I was  directed 
to  leave  the  main  road,  I took  the  footpath 
leading  into  the  Grampian  hills.  Round  to  the 
southward,  skirting  the  base  of  the  hill  on  the 
north  face  of  which  Pannanich  stands,  a pleasant 
moor  extends  to  the  Poltach  burn.  On  the  other 
side  of  it  rise  broad  shouldered  hills,  not  high, 
but  their  tops  expansive.  No  burn  was  to  be 
seen,  but  the  rounded  edges  of  an  otherwise 
invisible  fissure  wound  away  southwards.  Behind, 


to  the  north,  across  the  river,  the  sloping  bosom 
of  Morven  looked  near  at  hand,  and  almost  made 
one  long  for  wings  to  soar  over  that  delectable 
mountain,  with  its  broad  breast  shimmering  in 
soft  grey  green,  high  up  in  the  sunny  air  for 
Morven  is  an  exception  among  the  hills,  and 
clothes  himself  with  a verdant  robe  of  grass  and 
bracken  in  p^ce  of  the  genera1  wear  of  brown 
heather. 

Little  wonder  that  I imbibe  some  o;  the  exu- 
berance of  spirits  so  joyously  displayed  all  round, 
and  leap  over  that  juniper  bush  at  thi  pathside 
instead  of  soberly  going  round  it.  But  an  un- 
comfortable shake  to  my  breakfast  warns  me  that 
such  levity  must  not  be  repeated.  However.  I 
determine  not  to  walk  on  the  prosy,  hard,  every- 
day earth  of  the  path  proper.  My  feelings  and 
feet  demand  the  soft  springy  grass  and  heather 
on  either  side,  which  seem  to  send  me  bounding 
along  with  a sensation  far  removed  from  effort. 
Down  into  little  grassy  hollows,  up  over  little 
heathery  knolls,  the  footpath  leads  like  a natural 
switchback  railway ; and  at  times  I am  lost  to 
view  by  the  very  hilltops,  but  anon  come  bound- 
ing to  the  surface  again  like  a cork  in  water. 
Suddenly  I am  brought  to  a small  dry  stone 
in  closure  on  the  moor,  planned  in  the  simple 
style  in  use  for  sheep  marking.  The  path  just 
touches  this,  then  slides  down  one  grassy  slope 
entirely  away  from  my  direction,  and  rises  up 
another  to  the  door  of  a small  shepherd  s sheiling, 
which  is  its  apparent  termination.  The  burn  is 
still  a good  way  off,  so  I must  wade  the  heather 
for  it,  and  by  and  bye  I reach  the  edge  of  the 
deep  gully  where  the  water  flows. 

The  channel  is  any  breadth,  from  a pool  several 
yards  wide  to  a rapid  between  two  boulders 
easily  stepped  over ; and  from  its  appearance, 
coupled  with  the  bright  sunshine,  I begin  to  see 
that  mv  basket  will  indeed  be  light.  Never 
mind.  Mr.  Trootie  is  welcome  to  remain  at  home 
in  his  delightfully  secluded  abode,  if  he  prefers 
that  to  my  invitation  to  tea  at  Pannanich  Wells. 
The  time  taken  up  by  these  reflections  has  got 
my  rod  in  order,  and  I now  step  about  for  a 
suitable  place  to  make  the  initial  cast.  But  some- 
thing has  to  occur  first.  In  the  nearest  pool  are 
one  or  two  stones  at  the  lower  end,  just  tipping 
the  surface  of  the  water,  on  which  I could  stand 
and  cast  my  leading  Black  Gnat  right  to  the 
upper  end.  Thus  I place  myself,  and  raise  the 
rod  to  throw,  when — swish!  splash!  and  I am 
embracing  the  stream,  with  the  rod  flown  in  one 
direction  and  my  hat  floating  away  in  another. 
Now,  how  the  dickens— to  use  no  stronger  word 
—did  that  happen  ? Well,  you  see,  being  only  a 
town-bred  angler-excursionist,  and  not  much 
accustomed  to  such  remote  expeditions  as  the 
present,  it  had  never  occurred  to  me  that  my 
smooth-soled  shoes  were  unfit  for  the  slippery 
footing  of  a highland  burn  side.  I paid  that 
much  for  this  little  bit  of  experience,  and  thought 
the  price  very  high.  Picking  myself  up  hastily 
and  taking  a survey  of  the  damages,  I find  I am 
a good  deal  splashed,  both  arms  soaked  to  the 
elbows— that  being  the  depth  of  the  water— both 
feet  soaked,  and  both  legs  wetted  up  the  front  to 
the  knees. 

The  sunshine  seems  to  have  lost  a good  deal 
of  its  brightness,  and  become  much  cooler  and 
greyer  since  I rose  from  that  bath.  T here  is  a 
stolid  unsympathetic  look  in  the  opposite  bank, 
and  in  all  the  boulders  round  about  too,  that  I 
resent  very  much,  and  I begin  to  think  that 
there  are  some  circumstances  in  life  when  the 
sole  companionship  of  these  otherwise  delightful 
surroundings  would  be  far  from  satisfying. 

I am  not  in  quite  such  raptures  with  them  as  I 
was  a little  while  ago,  and  as  I sit  down  moodily 
on  the  grass  I mentally  challenge  the  usual 
superior  country  person  who  always  laughs  at  the 
city  angler’s  awkwardnesses  and  mishaps  to  come 
and  have  his  fill  of  his  favourite  spectacle.  No 
human  form  appears  in  answer  to  my  thoughts, 
however,  and  so— mentally  again— classing  myself 
among  the  now  celebrated  race  of  “angling 
duffers,”  I briskly  set  about  repairs.  With  the 
water  wrung  out  of  my  garments,  an  incredibly 
short  time  in  the  hot  sunshine  puts  evertliing 
right  again.  Indeed,  in  less  than  an  hour  I have 
almost  forgot  the  unpleasantness. 

Up  1 climb  the  stony  gully,  for  it  has  a steep 
incline,  and  the  water  above  seems  always  to  be 
coming  downstairs,  so  to  speak.  It  has  a run  of 
steps  tor  some  distance,  then  a pool  for  a landing ; 


then  it  takes  a turn  out  of  sight,  and  L hasten  to 
see  what  it  is  like  round  the  corner.  1 have 
clambered  forja  mile  or  two,  and  only  beguiled  two 
trout  worth  taking,  though  there  seems  to  be 
scores  of  wee  things  in  many  of  the  pools.  It 
there  be  any  big  fellows  at  all  they  keep  well  out 
of  sight.  Mid-day  lands  me  at  a little  fresh  green 
platform,  overshadowed  by  a rock  and  a stunted 
mountain  ash,  the  only  tree  I remember  to  have 
seen  near  the  burn.  Here  I sit  in  the  shadow 
and  explore  the  bulky  newspaper-wrapped 
packages  which  Mary  the  maid  of  the  inn 
thrust  into  my  basket,  assuring  me  they  were 
ham  sandwiches.  My  frugal  lunch  disposed  of, 
and  a wee  drop  of  the  gurgling  mountain  dew, 
mingled  with  the  native  dew  of  the  burn,  having 
slaked  my  thirst,  the  heat  begins  to  make  me  feel 
drowsy.  Tired  by  such  unusual  exertions,  lulled 
by  the  murmur  of  the  stream,  and  shaded  by  the 
rock  and  mountain  ash,  I dose  off  to  sleep. 

Being  a sort  of  semi-conscious  that  I am  asleep 
at  home,  a sound  like  the  passing  of  a cab  in  the 
night-time  half  wake3  me,  and  I daresay  some- 
thing unusual  in  the  feeling  of  my  surroundings 
rouses  me  still  further,  and  I sit  up  with  con- 
siderable surprise.  Before  I can  quite  realise 
the  situation  a little  tawny  white-breasted  weasel 
pops  out  from  behind  a stone,  and  finds  himself, 
very  much  to  his  surprise,  close  to  my  feet  and 
gazing  into  my  face.  I sit  as  quiet  as  a st°ne» 
and  for  almost  a minute  he  seems  transfixed. 
But  the  spell  breaks,  and  dart  away  he  goes 
across  the  burn  and  half-way  up  the  opposite 
bank,  into  his  cosy  nest,  without  drawing  breath. 
A repetition  of  what  I dreamt  was  the  sound  of  a 
cab,  sets  me  to  my  feet  in  an  instant.  Where  is 
the  lovely  sunshine  I left  here  but  a few  minutes 
ago  P “ Alas,  Mr.  Rip  Yan  Winkle,  by  the  watch 
itTis  more  than  two  hours  since  you  lay  down  in 
that  sleepy  hollow,  and  during  that  time  the 
scene-shifters  have  been  busy.  Climb  up  the  face 
of  the  bank  and  see  what  like  the  world  looks 
I take  this  advice,  and  a cool  air  from  the 


now.  j-  - - 

north  greets  me  as  I search  the  distance  for  my 
favourite  Morven — alas  ! nowhere  visible,  lhe 
daylight  has  become  very  dull,  the  sun  has 
vanished,  the  sky  overhead  is  quite  covered  with 
a grey  veil,  and  away  to  the  north  there  ^is  a 
dense,  dark,  torn-edged  cloud  hung  down  in  front 
of  Morven,  obscuring  it  entirely.  Rattle  again 
goes  the  thunder  in  the  distance,  and  a gleam 
illuminates  the  dark  curtain.  Parts  of  the  cloud 
lift,  or  become  melted  in  rain,  then  fill  up  again 
with  a denser  darkness  than  before.  And  how 
like  the  booming  of  cannon  and  the  rattle  of 
musketry  the  thunder  is,  suggesting  a great 
battle  in  progress  in  the  valley  of  the  Dee.  I rom 
the  top  of  the  bank  I look  round  the  grey  scene, 
where  I cannot  help  feeling  the  sunshine  ought 
still  to  be  discovered.  But  all  is  oppressively 
sombre  and  silent.  Not  a bird  is  beard,  noi  the 
hum  of  an  insect.  There  seems  to  be  a sort  of 
hushed  expectancy  in  the  air,  and  by  the  time  I 
look  down  the  hillside  again  the  cloud  that 
obscures  Morven  has  travelled  across  the  Dee, 
and  seems  making  for  the  very  spot  where  I 
stand.  Notwithstanding  my  fears,  I cannot  help 
reflecting  on  the  remarkable  change  of  scene  m a 
short  time.  A little  while  ago  it  was  all  bright 
smiles  and  exhilarating  pleasantness,  but  now  the 
aspect  is  drear,  and  impresses  with  the  fe  ling  of 
loneliness.  Bang  ! goes  another  volley— this  time 
right  above  my  head— and,  as  if  answering  to  the 
sound,  a few  big  drops  of  rain  fall.  Ibis 
sets  me  in  motion,  and  I slide  down  the  bank 
to  the  burn-side  again,  undo  my  rod,  sung 
on  my  basket,  and  wonder  what  I shall  do 
next.  Of  course  my  waterproof  coat. is  snugly 
reposing  in  the  little  bedroom  at  the  inn. . Who 
would  have  insulted  such  a beautiful  morning  by 
bringing  out  a waterproof  ? Well,  it  has  begun 
to  rain.  The  ground  about  me  is  fast  becoming  a 
bog.  Runnels  begin  to  pour  down  the  bank  at 
every  few  yards,  and  with  the  feeling  that  I must 
make  an  effort  for  my  life,  I scramble  up  the 
already  sodden  bank  with  hands  and  feet.  And 
here  1 am,  landed  on  a bare  hillside  in  a deluge. 
No  tree,  nor  even  bush,  rises  from  the  heather 
on  any  side;  only,  about  a hundred  yards  oft,  I 
spy  a single  stone  nearly  my  own  height,  and  for 
companionship’s  sake,  if  not  for  shelter,  I hasten 
to  this  lonely  grey  occupant  of  the  wilderness, 
and  leaning  against  it,  give  myself  up  to  my 
fate. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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WEIGHT  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


Im  Mr.  W.  II.  Spackraan’s  very  interesting 
little  work,  “ Trout  in  Now  Zealand  : Whore  to 
(Jo  and  How  to  Catch  Tliom,”  which  has  already 
boon  noticed  in  our  columns,  we  find  some  I 


It  is  published  by  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,  East 
] larding-stroct,  letter-lane,  London;  the  price 
is  2s.  (id. 


WEIGHT  OP  FISH,  &c. 

Sm,— Referring  to  your  notice  in  last  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette,  I have  a.  char  caught  in  booh  Eright  some  Bix 
years  ago,  weight  21b.  2oz.,  length  from  nose  to  fork 


I have  a very  handsome  specimen  of  the  Wycombe 
trout,  which  you  very  likely  saw  either  at  tne  Fly 
jMKhers’  Club  (where  it  was  for  some  time)  or  at  the 
1'  isheries.  I hardly  know  which  you  call  the  fork  in  the 
tail,  as  a trout  s is  perfectly  sgunre  ; but  I give  you  the 
length  both  to  the  very  end  of  tail,  and  also  to  where  it 
.loins  the  body.  Length  20*  inches,  weight  .11b.  3oz. 
You  no  doubt  Haw  the  account  of  my  getting,  with  fly,  a 
brace  of  trout,  the  same  evening,  weighing  12Jlb.  Cooper 


illustrations  of  New  Zealand  trout,  which  we 
reproduce,  as  the  weights  and  lengths  are  given 
Mr.  Spackman  is  president  of  the  New  Zealand 
Canterbury  Anglers’  Society  and  counsel  to  the 
vantu bury  Acclimatisation  Society.  Everyone 
interested  in  trout  fishing  in  New  Zealand  or 
elsewhere  should  possess  Mr.  Spackman’s  book. 


lo*  inches.  I am  not  a secretary  of  any  club,  but 
thought  this  might  interest  you  as  being  rather  a large 
„ is  set  UP  bY  P-  D-  Mallooh,  of  Perth.— Yours 
faithfully,  H GraYi 

Dear  Mr  Marhton,— I see  by  last  Saturday’s  Fishing 
Gazelle  that  you  are  donirous  of  getting  the  lengths  and 
weights  of  different  kinds  of  fish. 


is  setting  them  up  for  me,  and  I think  they  will  make  a 
very  handsome  oase.  I expeot  thoy  will  be  ready  in  a 
tew  days. 

T will  send  you  tho  respective  lengths  and  woights. 
The  larger  was  71b.  2oz.,  the  smaller  51b.  Goz. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  Tuuklow. 
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Dear  Sir, — I noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  28  last,  your  request  for  actual  weights  and  lengths 
of  fish,  and  I should  have  sent  you  last  week  particulars 
of  some  of  my  casts  of  trout,  but  postponed  it  in  order 
that  I might  include  in  the  same  list  some  Loch  Leven 
trout,  the  casts  of  which  I had  not  by  me  at  the  time. 

I am  now  also  able  to  send  you  particulars  of  some  of 
my  stock  fish,  which  I had  fed  artificially  and  kept  for 
breeding,  as  I regret  to  say  that  all  my  stock  fish  and 
some  thousands  of  young  trout  have  been  accidentally 
killed  within  the  last  few  days.  I was  sorry  to  find  that 
some  of  the  larger  fish  which  were  killed,  of  which  I 
should  like  to  have  sent  you  particulars  also,  were  taken 
away  by  one  of  the  men  before  I could  do  so. 

In  trout,  as  you  know,  even  fish  in  good  condition 
vary  very  much  in  length  and  girth  for  a given  weight. 
For  instance,  a few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Andrews  gave  the 
lengths  and  weights  of  some  trout,  which  must,  I fancy, 
have  been  stock  fish  from  his  breeding  ponds,  the 
feeding  and  immense  depth  of  which  will  account  for 
the  great  weight  in  proportion  to  length.  Even  the 
trout  of  which  I have  given  the  length  and  girth  vary 
considerably,  as  you  will  see.  These,  the  first  in  the 
list,  were  taken  from  my  stock  pond,  and  all  of  them 
were  good  conditioned  fish,  but  they  were  grown  in 
water  which  had  a maximum  depth  of  2ft.  only.  Then, 
again,  the  lengths  I give  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout,  which 
are  taken  from  casts  of  trout  I took  in  Looh  Leven,  are 
weight  for  weight  proportionately  longer  than  the  average 
river  or  lake  trout,  and  yet  these  are  fair  specimens  of  the 
trout  usually  caught  in  that  lake,  and  are  so  well  known 
for  their  edible  qualities.  The  lake  and  gillaroo  trout, 
which  I give  last  in  the  list,  were  taken  from  Irish 
lakes.  I have  also  added  to  the  list  a deformed  trout 
which  had  a “ set”  in  the  back  similar  to  some  trout 
which  you  illustrated  and  described  in  the  Fishing 
■Gazette  some  time  ago.  This  fish  was  taken  trolling, 
and  was  in  very  bad  condition. 

I quite  agree  with  your  remark  that  the  girth  of 
stuffed  fish  is  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  the  length,  too,  in 
many  cases  is  also  not  quite  accurate.  In  my  opinion 
there  is  nothing  as  a record  of  a fish  which  can  compare 
with  a plaster  cast,  and  if  properly  painted  it  looks,  I 
think,  better  than  any  stuffed  fish. 

As  so  many  of  your  readers  own  fisheries  and  are 
liable  at  any  time  to  have  their  fish  killed  as  mine  have 
been,  it  may  be  interesting  to  them  if  I give  particulars 
of  how  the  wholesale  destruction  at  my  place  occurred. 
My  ponds  derive  their  supply  from  a stream  which  has 
its  source  in  some  overflowing  springs,  but  it  is  also  fed 
by  a number  of  small  feeders,  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  which 
are,  I am  sorry  to  say,  polluted  with  sewerage  or  dis- 
charges from  sewerage  farms,  the  latter  pollution  being 
perhaps  the  worse.  Trout  rearing  under  these  circum- 
stances has  been  difficult,  but  still  it  has  been  possible, 
and  I find  that  the  older  fish,  say  above  the  age  of  year- 
lings, do  not  appear  to  be  affected  much  by  this 
pollution.  My  loss  in  the  present  instance  has  been 
due  to  quite  a different  cause.  A fire  occurred  in  some 
haystacks  near  one  of  the  feeders,  about  three-quarters 
of  a mile  from  the  main  stream,  and  the  fire  engines 
pumped  water  on  the  burning  stacks  for  several  days. 
The  water  coming  off  the  stacks  was  about  the 
colour  of  porter,  and,  finding  its  way  down  to 
■the  mainstream,  mixed  with  it,  turning  it  a peaty  colour. 
All  the  trout  below  this  point  were  killed,  and  many 
other  fish  too  ; the  trout  died  first,  then  the  gudgeon, 
dace,  and  roach,  and  I saw  sticklebacks  alive  some  time 
after  the  roach  and  dace  were  dead.  There  is  little 
doubt,  I think,  that  a chemical  action  was  set  up  by 
the  burnt  hay,  which  absorbed  all  the  free  oxygen  in  the 
water,  the  result  being  that  the  fish  were  suffocated  ; at 
any  rate  they  had  this  appearance,  and  the  fact  of  the 
trout  dying  first  rather  bears  out  this  assumption. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  anyone  has  had  a 
similar  experience  of  fish  being  killed  by  water  coming 
from  burning  stacks  or  buildings.  I give  below  the 
lengths  and  weights  of  trout  referred  to  in  the  first  part 
-of  my  letter. — Yours  truly.  J.  Duncan  Elliot. 

New  Malden,  Surrey. 
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The  remains  of  a Roman  Watergate  have  been 
unearthed  at  Nimes.  There  are  two  openings  of  13ft. 
span. 


gkofcf)  ilofes. 

By  Mac. 

Recently  the  sea  trout  fisheries  in  connection 
with  Scourie  Hotel,  Sutherlandshire,  were  well 
patronised  by  anglers,  who  were  fortunate  in  the 
main  in  having  very  good  sport.  The  far-out 
wee  lochs  in  the  hills,  which  contain  the  best  and 
largest  yellow  trout,  were  not  so  much  run  upon. 
The  alterations,  such  as  clearing  and  deepening 
channels,  that  were  effected  some  years  ago  have 
proved  successful — up  to  expectation,  but  there 
is  yet  a good  deal  that  could  be  done  for  the 
betterment  of  the  fishings.  The  lochs  that 
recently  fished  best  for  sea  trout  (and  anglers  got 
a few  grilse  besides)  were  Duartmore  and  Badna- 
moult.  Standing  on  green  slopes  and  knolls, 
Scourie,  like  Durness,  is  a bracing,  retired  resort, 
where  one  can,  almost  at  the  door,  get  sea  fishing 
of  the  best  description  combined  with  delightful 
whiffs  of  the  “ briny.” 

Loch  Mab.ee,  the  “ Queen  of  Northern  High- 
land lochs,”  last  week  proved  the  best  of  the 
season  as  yet  for  sea  trout  angling.  Good  takes 
were  got  by  different  anglers,  but  the  trout  were 
uniformly  small,  most  being  about  ^lb.,  which 
was  nothing  under  the  average  weight. 

The  sport  on  the  rivers  Naver  and  Shin, 
Sutherlandshire,  with  salmon  and  grilse  was  a 
bit  slacker  last  week.  The  season  for  these 
rivers  is  well  advanced,  and  lots  of  the  fish, 
especially  the  salmon,  are  now  getting  “turned 
a bit  ” in  the  colour. 


There  are  good  signs  for  the  coming  autumn 
salmon  angling  on  the  North  Esk,  the  large, 
model  fish  of  that  river  having  already,  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  come  to  the  waters  close  to 
the  land,  seeking  to  ascend.  Jamie  Johustone 
and  other  netsmen  have  netted  some  splendid 
specimens  quite  recently.  Mr.  Keith  Knowles, 
of  the  Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell,  who  has  a 
fine  stretch  of  this  river,  writes  : “ The  big  spate 
we  had  last  week  ought  to  do  good  to  our  salmon 
fishing.  A good  many  fish  should  have  got  past 
the  nets  and  over  all  the  dykes.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday  good  baskets  of  trout,  with  some  sea 
trout  amongst  them,  were  taken  from  the  West 
Water  on  the  River  North  Esk.” 


Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes : “ The 
sport  this  while  back  was  very  good,  the  weather 
being  fine  and  abundance  of  fish  coming  into  the 
kyle.  A lot  of  sea  trout  were  seen  in  the  bay  at 
Loch  Seane  last  week,  and  the  high  tides  we  are 
now  having  are  sure  to  bring  them  in.  Loch 
Seane  is  our  latest  and  best  sea  trout  loch,  and  I 
am  to  try  it  this  week  to  see  if  the  fish  have  got 
into  it.  Twelve  sea  trout  weighing  25lb.  was  the 
best  take  any  of  our  anglers  had  last  week  ; much 
better  could  have  been  done,  but  the  fishing  was 
not  hard  pushed.”  

I hear  of  two  magnificent  autumn  salmon 
fisheries  that  are  just  into  the  market  this  week 
owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances.  Each  is  large 
enough  for  two  rods  and  is  splendid  sporting 
water,  being  in  an  average  season  good  for  (about 
100  salmon  to  each  of  two  rods  with  fly,  all  by 
fair  and  square  casting  from  the  bank  and 
wading.  

I understand  that  Mr.  Bantock,  of  the  Argyle 
Arms  Hotel,  Inveraray,  has  some  nice  loch  and 
river  angling  for  the  migratory  Salmonidu’  in 
the  autumn.  


A friend  writes  : “ I know  of  a good  bib  of 
Deveron  water  which  is  noted  for  heavy  fish  that 
could  be  rented  in  the  autumn,  and  in  October 
there  should  be  killed  in  it  twice  as  rrftiny  fish  as 
in  September.  I have  seen  nothing  new  about 
the  Deveron  trout  averages  ; this  subject  has  be- 
come perfectly  nauseating.  We  don’t  need  one 
or  two  gentlemen  brought  from  England  to  in- 
form us  what  the  average  weight  and  catches  of 
Deveron  trout  must  be.” 


Last  week  sport  was  slack  on  the  Ythan  tidal, 
the  sea  trout  seeming  to  have  nearly  all  gone 
away.  But  a big  spate  has  now  scoured  out  the 
river,  and  good  sport  is  accordingly  expected  in 


the  near  future.  By  wading,  anglers  do  best  with 
the  flv;  fishing  from  boat  the  best  sport  is  had 
with  Devons,  tubes,  wrigglers,  and  sand-eels. 


With  the  fine  ply  of  water  after  the  big  spate 
there  was  a great  boom  in  sport  with  sea  trout 
and  grilse  on  the  fine  little  River  Feugh  late  last 
week  and  early  this  week. 


The  Oban  scringers,  I am  told,  have  made  a 
capital  thing  of  it  this  summer. 


I learn  from  Mr.  Wm.  Garden,  fishing  tackle 
maker,  Union-street,  Aberdeen,  that  the  finest 
run  of  the  celebrated  Drum  Castle  Fishery  of  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee  is  to  be  let  for  this  year’s 
autumn  salmon  angling  season.  Only  a pool  or 
two  nearest  to  the  castle  is  to  be  retained  for 
guests.  The  famous  pools,  Cairnton,  Kelpie,  and 
the  Lawson,  are  all  in  the  stretch  that  now  comes 
into  the  market.  The  lamented  death  (which 
took  place  only  a fortnight  ago)  of  Mr.  Francis  H. 
Irvine,  of  Drum,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine, 
accounts  for  the  break-up  of  this  fishery.  Mr. 
Irvine,  who  was  a genuine  sportsman,  and  would 
fish  for  the  noble  salmon  with  nothing  but  the 
fly,  made  grand  takes  of  fish  on  the  Drum  water 
every  autumn  during  his  all  too  short  reign  in 
his  ancient  ancestral  domain.  The  family  of 
Irvine  of  Drum  is  about  the  oldest  in  the  county 
of  Aberdeen.  The  deceased  gentleman,  who  died 
after  a very  brief  illness,  has  left  a widow  and 
young  family.  

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel,  writes : 
“ The  sea  trout  fishing  of  Friday  and  Saturday 
last,  on  the  River  Ythan,  at  Newburgh,  con- 
sidering the  few  days  that  had  gone  before,  did 
moderately  well.  Colonel  Hunter,  of  Tillery,  on 
Friday  had  sixteen  sea  trout — heaviest  2lb. — and 
on  Saturday  he  had  thirteen — three  lib.  each, 
and  one  1 Alb.  Trout  are  reported  plentiful,  but 
presently  appear  to  be  fighting  pretty  shy.  Just 
now  most  of  the  hotel  visitors  are  devoting  their 
time  to  shooting  duck  and  plover,  which  mean- 
time are  about  in  goodly  numbers.” 


Tongue,  on  the  very  far  north  coast  of  Scot- 
land, is  a delightful  salubrious  spot,  with  a 
wealth  of  scenery  of  the  most  charming  descrip- 
tion, both  mountain  and  marine ; moreover  pos- 
sesses a good  hotel,  and  has  plenty  of  good 
fishing  about  it.  The  sea  trout  angling  on  the 
kyle,  at  the  right  seasons,  is  good  under  favour- 
able conditions,  and  the  fish  run  large.  Hotel 
visitors  can  have  fishing  on  the  kyle,  on  a 
number  of  lochs,  and  on  the  Ferry  burn.  There 
is  good  sport  to  be  got  on  the  latter  with  sea 
trout  after  a spate,  but  the  stranger  is  not 
in  it  fishing  this  stream  alone.  One  must  be 
with  a gillie  who  knows  it,  or  else  have  known 
it  himself  before,  otherwise  it  is  not  great 
sport  that  he  will  get  on  the  Ferry  burn.  It 
fishes  best  in  July  and  August;  and  the  worm 
and  small  sizes  of  Childers  and  Jock  Scott 
answer  as  well  as  anything.  The  fine  sport  with 
sea  trout  often  got  on  the  kyle,  is  mainly  had  by 
trolling  or  trailing  the  natural  sand-eel.  Salmon 
and  grilse  are  caught  by  anglers  in  the  narrow 
channel  of  the  kyle  by  casting  from  the  rock  of 
the  left  bank  when  the  tide  is  going  out.  or  from 
the  island  when  it  is  coming  in.  The  Hies  thought 
most  deadly  here  are  Popham,  Bruce,  Butcher, 
Claret  and  Mallard,  Jock  Scott,  and  Silver  Doctor 
— all  of  middling  sizes.  The  really  best  months 
for  the  first  run  of  sea  trout  on  the  kyle  are  May 
and  June,  but  in  an  early  year  the  last  ten  days 
of  April  are  quite  good.  A second  run  of  sea 
trout  comes  on  about  the  middle  of  July,  and 
usually  continues  until  early  in  October.  May 
and  September,  the  old  fishermen  say,  are  the  best 
months  for  heavy  sea  trout.  Given  pretty  much 
in  their  order  of  merit,  the  lochs  of  Die  Tongue 
district  are,  Craggie,  Loyal.  Slam,  Halam,  Na- 
Hacoin,  Modsury,  Durie,  Coulside  (boats  on 
foregoing),  Long  Loch,  Swan  Loch,  Fox  Loch,  and 
Loch  An-Na-Ma-Vraik. 


The  natural  and  proper  season  for  the  River 
Ness  fishing  its  best  is  now  about  commencing. 
Usually  the  cream  of  the  sport  with  salmon  and 
grilse  is  got  between  the  middle  of  August  aud 
1 the  beginning  of  October. 
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Last  week  sport  on  Loch  Levon  continued  at 
rathor  a low  obb  ; and  oarly  this  week  it  gave  no 
appreciable  indication  of  improving. 


Some  districts  of  the  oast  coast  of  Scotland 
are  now  having  a lino  strength  of  largo  autumn 
salmon  frequenting  their  inshore  waters. 


Fisheries  that  arc  naturally  in  right  season,  and 
yield  (under  auspicious  conditions)  their  best  rod 
fishing  between  the  present  time  and  the  end  of 
September,  are  the  waters  of  the  east  coast  of 
Caithness,  of  Shetland,  Tarbert,  Harris,  Loch- 
boisdale,  Crcagorry  Benbecula,  Loehmaddy, 
Clenelg,  River  Ythan  tidal,  Loch  Brora,  Loch 
Seahan,  Loch  Stennis,  River  Ness,  and  most  of 
the  tidal  reaches  of  east  coast  rivers.  Nearly  all 
those  fisheries  have  a late  run  of  sea  trout  (adult 
or  adolescent),  for  which  they  fish  best,  as  a 
rule,  between  the  dates  named. 


On  Solway  district  rivers — Bsk,  Annan,  &c. — 
the  fishing  was  good  all  over  several  days  last 
week ; particularly  with  herling  (which  by  the 
way  were  little  better  than  three  to  the  pound) 
great  good  luck  attended  anglers,  and  one  or  two 
record  takes,  it  is  reported,  were  obtained. 


Anglers  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  the  River 
Awe,  and  from  Shiel  Bridge  Hotel  on  Loch  Shiel 
and  the  Shiel,  are  still  adding  to  the  season’s 
capture  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout.  But  the 
latest  I have  heard  from  the  fisheries  in  question  is 
that  for  some  little  time  past  sport  has  been  fall- 
ing off  a bit.  


A fortnight  hence  the  netting  in,  and  in 
connection  with,  the  bulk  of  the  principal  salmon 
rivers  of  Scotland  will  terminate  for  the  year. 
Then,  with  round-running  waters,  should  such 
immediately  follow,  the  giant  salmon  of  the  back- 
end will  cleave  their  way  upward,  and  hundreds 
of  anglers,  all  with  their  bloodthirstiness  at  its 
highest  pitch,  will  be  lying  in  wait  to  compass 
their  death  by  every  crafty  means  and  cunning  ! 
Shades  of  gentle  old  Izaak  ! — these  your  disciples  ! 


Anglers  who  are  going  to  Scotland,  and  who 
may  wish  to  combine  sea  fishing  with  loch  fishing, 
and  sea  air  with  mountain  air,  could  not,  we 
think,  drop  on  better  places  than  Melvich, 
Durness,  Rhiconicli,  Scourie,  Kyleskue,  Drumbeg, 
Loch  Inver,  and  Poolewe.  At  every  one  of  these 
places  there  is  hotel  accommodation. 


Visitors  at  Mr.  Duncan  Mackay’s  anglers’ 
paradise  of  Overscaig  are  getting  good  takes 
of  sea  trout  on  Loch  More.  Duncan  is  a genial, 
jovial  blade,  the  perfect  personification  of  cheeri- 
ness and  good  nature.  An  anglers’  host  of  model 
type,  and  than  him  a better  angler  or  anglers’ 
guide  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  Duncan,  may 
your  shadow  never  grow  less  ! 

Resulting  in  loss  of  life,  live  stock,  crops, 
destruction  of  property  and  bridges,  a flood  (the 
heaviest  experienced  since  Aug.  17,  seventeen 
years  ago),  came  down  all  of  a sudden  on  Friday 
morning  last  week  on  most  of  the  principal  rivers 
of  Aberdeenshire,  as  the  result  of  a violent 
thunderstorm  and  tremendous  rainfall  during 
the  previous  night.  Especially  along  tributary 
streams  fish  in  vast  numbers,  from  salmon  and 
grilse  downwards,  were  got  in  hollows,  and 
among  grass  and  bushes  on  the  waters  receding. 

Some  fine  sport  with  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea 
trout  continues  to  be  had  on  the  fisheries  on  the 
west  coast  of  Sutlierlandshire. 


Since  the  fishing  on  them  began  in  earnest, 
Loch  Stack  and  Loch  Hope,  Sutherlandshire, 
have,  as  usual,  been  yielding  to  different  anglers 
very  heavy  baskets  of  beautiful  large  sea  trout. 


A friend,  writing  me  from  the  Deveron,  says  : 
“ Scarcely  anything  has  been  doing  here  of  late. 
The  trout  wore  not  taking,  many  of  them  at  least, 
and  it  was  but  little  we  could  do  with  the  grilse. 
1 1 owevor,  wc  have  again  a good  flood,  which  we 
hope  will  induce  tbo  latter  to  shift  their  ‘ lies  ’ 
and  take  a fly  deftly  placed  and  enticingly 
worked.” 


Writeth  the  Mackay : “The  effects  of  the 
spate  of  Friday  are  nowhere  more  apparent  than 
along  the  beds  of  such  tributary  streams  as  the 
Feugh,  Tana,  and  the  Gairn.  The  banks  were  cut 
up,  the  haughs  inundated,  but  worse  than  all, 
the  stock  of  trout  actually  decimated.  Cooper, 
the  keeper  in  the  Forest  of  Birse,  believes  that 
more  than  half  the  trout  in  the  Feugh  have  been 
destroyed.  The  torrent  was  so  impetuous  that 
the  fish  were  driven  from  every  shelter  which  in 
ordinary  cases  would  be  available,  to  the  calmer 
currents  on  the  haughs ; and,  when  the  volume 
subsided,  which  it  did  as  rapidly  as  it  rose,  the  fish 
were  caught  in  the  bushes  and  standing  corn  and 
left  high  and  dry  to  perish.  He  could  have 
picked  them  up  by  the  dozen  on  every  other  flat. 
As  regards  the  main  river,  the  damage  may  not 
be  so  apparent,  but  at  the  end  of  one  haugh, 
where  the  standing  crop  has  been  destroyed  by 
being  silted  up  with  sand, I picked  up  half  a dozen 
dead  parr  in  as  many  minutes.  There  have  been 
bigger  floods,  but  none  so  short-lived  and  violent 
while  it  lasted  as  the  one  of  Friday  last.  Ferry- 
boats, salmon  huts,  service  bridges  were  swept 
along  in  the  merciless  stream  which  filled  the 
channel  of  the  Dee  and  every  other  stream  in  the 
north.  The  rainfall  was  registered  at  2|in.  in 
twelve  hours,  and  calculated  to  weigh  1000  tons 
per  acre.  

“ The  August  floods  have  just  come  away  at 
the  right  time,  and  an  early  back-end  is  now  a 
certainty.  The  river  is  in  fine  volume,  and  from 
present  appearances  promises  to  be  a fine  round 
volume  for  some  time.  Tue  autumn  fish  will  be 
found  well  up  the  Dee  as  was  the  case  two  years 
ago,  when  on  the  Balmoral  reaches  fish  of  the 
autumn  migration  were  being  got  freely  before 
the  annual  closure. 


“ Angling  has  been  out  of  the  question  since 
Thursday,  and  only  an  occasional  grilse  was 
being  got  up  till  then.  The  keepers  on  Glentana 
have  not  been  able  to  get  enough  for  the  ‘pot  ’ 
for  months  back,  and  this  state  of  matters  is 
general  all  round.”  

Loch  More,  Sutherland,  a private  loch  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  of  Westminster,  is  now  in  good 
fishing  condition,  and  open  to  visitors  staying  at 
Overscaig  Hotel,  to  whom  free  permission  is 
granted  by  his  Grace.  Sea  trout  reported  to  be 
very  plentiful.  The  best  months  are  August  and 
September.  

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  : “ Notwith- 
standing the  amount  of  angling  attention  which 
has  lately  been  directed  to  the  sea,  and  the 
literature — Bickerdykian  and  other — which  has 
illuminated  its  mysteries,  the  art  of  sea  angling 
on  the  north-east  seaboard  cannot  be  said  to  have 
advanced  greatly,  or  to  have  been  enthusiastically 
grappled  with  by  the  stranger  within  our  gates. 
True,  we  have  the  largest  and  most  successful 
sea  angling  association  in  the  kingdom,  but  it 
confines  itself  to  one  form  of  the  sport  only. 
What  is  called  in  England  ‘ coarse  fishing  ’ 
seems  indigenous  to  the  nature  of  the  working 
man,  hence  in  our  local  Rock  Fishing  Club,  which 
is  composed  entirely  of  the  working  class,  we 
have  the  exact  Scotch  counterpart  of  the  Lea 
roacher  and  the  Sheffield  worm  and  gentle 
swimmer.  In  place  of  a pea-soupy  canal,  or  a 
sluggish,  muddy  bottomed  river  to  lounge  at,  we 
have  the  spray-washed  rocks  and  the  breezy 
ocean.  But  the  operations  are  almost  identical. 
The  English  coarse  fisher  would  be  a rock  angler 
if  he  had  the  ocean  within  reach,  and  the  Scotch 
rock  angler  would  be  a coarse  fisher  did 
Scotland  produce  any  of  that  tribe  of  fishes  for 
his  entertainment.  Given  the  difference  of  dis- 
position due  to  nationality,  and  the  one  man  is 
an  equivalent  of  the  other — but  what  a difference 
of  disposition  there  is  ! The  phlegmatic  Saxon 
quaffs  his  beer  and  smokes  tobacco  as  part  of  the 
operation  of  angling  and  to  fill  up  the  time.  Not 
so  the  ascetic  Celt ; when  he  drinks  he  drinks  ; 
when  he  fishes  he  fishes ; and  if  he  so  far  departs 
from  that  rule  as  occasionally  to  light  his  pipe 
while  watching  for  a nibble,  it  is  only  to  restrain 
the  tension  on  his  ardent  nature,  and  keep  his 
nerves  calm  for  the  inevitable  tussle  when  the 
nibble  comos.  And  thus  the  wide  field  of  high 
sport  on  the  sea  is  much  neglected.  And  moro’s 
tho  pity,  for  wo  have  a ploasant  bay,  plonty 


of  fish,  and  boats  innumerable  for  the  hiring. 
There  is  a project  afoot  to  convert  the 
beautiful  yellow  sands  into  a fashionable 
watering  place,  with  parade  built  out  into  the  sea, 
brass  bands  for  ever  blaring  upon  it,  and  great 
hotels  lining  the  beach.  When  that  day  comes 
and  the  fish  have  been  driven  weeping  from  their 
native  shore,  then  will  ‘’Arry’  furnish  himself 
and  ‘’Arriet’  with  expensive  tackling  of  tho 
latest  invention,  and  to  the  wavy  airs  of  the 
latest  waltz  falling  upon  them  from  the  parade, 
will  fish  for  nothing  in  a barren  sea  and  abuse 
the  old  attendant  Salt,  then  grown  sycophantic 
with  much  ‘ tipping,’  and  call  our  beautiful  bay 
a ‘ bloomin’  swindle.’  Oh,  to  think  of  it ! But 
before  that  time  comes  there  is  a chance  of  much 
good  fishing  and  pleasant  quarters  in  the  ‘ Silver 
City  by  the  Sea.’  ” 


SPRING  IN  RUSSIA. 


In  Russia  everything  is  a long  way  behindhand, 
the  13th  of  April  has  arrived  in  England  before 
the  Russians  consider  it  is  time  to  begin  that 
month,  the  Easter  holidays  are  still  looming  on 
the  horizon,  and  are  only  a fortnight  earlier  than 
the  English  Whitsuntide  in  the  year  1894.  There 
is  still  a foot  of  snow  in  the  forests,  and  there  are 
drifts,  in  places  yards  deep,  all  over  the  country ; 
the  rivers  are  bringing  down  muddy  water 
covered  with  rafts  of  ice  a foot  thick,  which  do 
their  utmost  to  demolish  any  bridges  that  come 
in  their  way : the  low  lying  land  is  submerged  for 
miles  near  the  banks  of  the  larger  rivers ; the 
roads  are  impassable,  the  streams  unfordable,  the 
whole  country  is  in  a state  of  swamp,  but  after 
five  months  of  winter  one  welcomes  spring,  even 
though  the  conditions  of  its  advent  are  not  as 
pleasant  as  might  be  desired. 

The  Russians  are  many  of  them  anglers,  but 
their  methods  and  tackle  are  decidedly  primi- 
tive. If  one  strolls  along  the  banks  of  a river 
near  a town  in  winter  one  may  see  occasionally 
individuals  standing  on  the  ice,  every  now  and 
then  throwing  up  their  arms  like  semaphore 
signals.  At  first  sight  this  might  be  taken  for 
a religious  ceremony,  but  a closer  inspection  re- 
veals the  fact  that  in  front  of  each  individual  are 
two  holes  in  the  ice,  and  that  he  is  fishing. 

He  holds  in  each  hand  a short  rod,  to  which  is 
attached  a line  furnished  with  an  instrument  that 
would  delight  the  salmon  snatching  fraternity  if 
they  dare  use  it.  This  is  an  arrangement  of  wires 
like  the  frame  of  a diminutive  umbrella,  having  a 
bit  of  lead  fixed  in  the  centre  and  a hook  at  the 
end  of  each  rib. 

With  this  arrangement  no  bait  is  used,  the 
fisherman  simply  strikes  first  with  one  rod  then 
with  the  other,  and  occasionally  foul  hooks  a fish 
that  happens  to  have  the  bad  luck  to  get  too 
near. 

Careful  observation  proves  the  average  catch 
to  be  one  fish  the  size  of  a gudgeon  per  hour. 

To  an  angler  an  object  of  more  interest  than 
even  the  celebrated  great  bell  of  Moscow  is  the 
bird  market,  situated  on  one  of  the  boulevards. 
Here  are  the  fishing  tackle  stalls  where  the 
humbler  classes  of  anglers  make  their  modest 
purchases.  The  most  curious  makes  of  hooks 
are  displayed  fixed  to  cards;  the  ordinary  customer 
rarely  buys  more  than  a couple  of  hooks  at  a 
time,  and  perhaps  a few  strands  of  twisted  hair. 
The  latter  is  of  excellent  length  and  quality. 
Horses  are  plentiful  in  Russia,  and  long  tails 
are  the  rule.  The  hooks  are  provided  with  a 
loop,  to  which  the  hair  is  simply  knotted.  Treble 
hooks,  artificial  baits,  even  reels,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  brass  ones  of  the  smallest 
size,  there  are  none ; two  salmon  flies  by  some 
mysterious  means  have  Jtound  their  way  to  one 
of  the  stalls,  but  may  remain  for  years  before 
they  find  a purchaser. 

The  rods  exposed  for  sale  are  much  as  nature 
made  them — hazel  sticks  in  their  bark  roughly 
jointed  with  brass  ferrules  ; some  of  the  wealthier 
stall-keepers  have  bundles  of  whole  bamboos,  but 
nowhero  is  there  anything  as  highly  finished  as 
the  rods  one  can  buy  for  a couple  of  shillings  in 
England. 

In  this  market  worms,  gentles,  &c.,  can  be 
bought  in  tho  fishing  soason,  oven  in  winter  most 
tompting  looking  bloodworms,  apparently  much 
larger  than  tho  English  variety,  al-o  sold  for 
feeding  birds. 
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BThe  market  place  was  recently  the  scene  of  a 
desperate  affray  between  Russians  and  some 
Tartars.  The  latter  had  imbibed  too  much  vodki 
in  a Traktir,  and  on  becoming  obstreperous  were 
turned  out  by  the  police ; this  they  resented,  and 
a pitched  battle  between  the  evicted  Tartars  and 
the  police  and  some  Russians  who  came  to  their 
aid  resulted  in  a doubtful  victory  for  the  Russians. 
Many  were  wounded  on  both  sides. 

At  the  end  of  March  it  is  winter,  at  the  end  of 
May  it  is  almost  summer — birds,  insects,  and 
butterflies  (also  mosquitos,  unfortunately)  in 
abundance,  the  trees  in  full  leaf,  the  grass  a foot 
high  and  flowers  everywhere;  in  the  woods, 
where  it  is  too  dark  for  most  plants,  are  thousands 
f of  lilies  of  the  valley.  There  are  many  birds  in 
Russia  that  one  rarely  or  never  sees  in  England, 
perhaps  the  most  striking  are  the  golden  orioles, 
in  shape  and  size  like  a thrush,  but  the  greater 
part  of  their  bodies  as  yellow  as  a canary. 
Harriers  are  common,  and  may  sometimes  be 
seen  hovering  over  the  roofs  in  Moscow,  a terror 
to  the  innumerable  sparrows  and  pigeons. 

While  the  weather  is  often  all  that  can  be 
desired,  the  fishing  is  unfortunately  not  really 
good  until  June,  and  even  then  much  depends  on 
the  state  of  the  water.  There  are  no  salmon  or 
trout  in  the  centre  of  Russia,  and  all  the  fish 
would  be  classified  as  coarse  in  England,  and 
would  not  be  fished  for  until  June  15th ; but  after 
being  frozen  out  for  five  months,  as  soon  as  the 
ice  disappears  one  visits  the  rivers  and  ponds,  of 
which  there  are  a large  number  near  Moscow. 
Sometimes  one  finds  a shoal  of  perch,  and  can 
make  a large  bag  of  small  fish,  or  one  may  catch 
rudd  with  fly  in  considerable  numbers.  A skilful 
chub  fisherman  might  possibly  do  considerable 
execution  on  the  smaller  rivers,  some  of  which 
contain  plenty  of  specimens  of  31b.  or  more,  but  he 
would  have  to  know  the  holes  in  which  to  find  the 
fish.  The  pike  begin  to  take  about  the  middle  of 
May,  they  spawn  as  soon  as  the  ice  is  sufficiently 
thawed  to  enable  them  to  get  into  the  fringe 
of  dead  weeds  at  the  sides  of  the  ponds,  they 
then  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  spears  of  the 
peasants,  who,  after  a long  diet  of  black  bread, 
during  the  winter,  like  a little  fish  at  Easter. 
The  spears  are  similar  to  those  used  in  England 
for  eels,  but  the  prongs  are  much  further  apart, 
the  shaft  is  20ft.  long.  The  fisherman  walks 
along  the  reed-fringed  bank  watching  for  a move- 
ment in  the  weeds,  which  betrays  the  presence  of 
the  spawning  fish;  he  quietly  creeps  up  till  he  is 
sure  of  his  mark,  and  pins  the  wretched  victim  to 
the  ground. 

The  yas  is  the  first  fish  that  begins  to  take  bait 
in  the  rivers,  this  fish  when  small  is  hardly  to  be 
distinguished  from  a roach,  but  when  larger  his 
tail  is  distinctly  different,  and  is  very  much  like 
that  of  a bream.  Yas  are  commonly  caught 
between  21b.  and  41b.,  occasionally  they  are  found 
as  much  as  71b.  As  soon  as  the  floods  caused  by 
the  melting  of  the  snow  subside  this  exaggerated 
roach  takes  lobworms  and  ants’  eggs,  later  in  the 
spring  a small  artificial  minnow  is  the  best  bait, 
but  this  can  only  be  used  in  certain  places  and  in 
a manner  to  be  described  later. 

The  next  fish  which  begins  to  feed  is  the 
sherespeor,  which  is  probably  on  the  whole  the 
king  of  the  carp  tribe,  in  shape  and  colouring  it 
very  much  resembles  a salmon,  but  in  play  it  is 
inferior,  a violent  dash  when  first  hooked,  which 
soon  gives  way  to  stubborn  resistance,  and  often, 
if  the  fish  be  a big  one,  to  a prolonged  sulk. 
This  fish,  unlike  the  rest  of  the  carp  family, 

ivery  often  jumps  when  hooked,  and  not  in- 
frequently gets  rid  of  the  hooks  by  that  means. 

Small  sherespeor  take  a fly,  but  the  larger  fish 
are  usually  caught  by  spinning,  they  are  fre- 
quently taken  up  to  101b.  or  121b.,  and  occasionally 
above  that  weight. 

A common  fish  in  Russian  waters,  but  one 
which  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  any  angler  who 
does  not  go  out  systematically  and  fish  all  night 
for  it,  is  the  nalim,  which  is  none  other  than  the 
burbolt  of  the  Trent,  the  only  difference  being 
that  in  Russia  they  weigh  as  many  pounds  as  in 
the  Trent  ounces  ; though  not  by  any  means  a 
beautiful  fish  externally,  they  are  highly  esteemed 
for  the  table,  and  a few  fine  specimens  may 
usually  be  seen  alive  in  the  fountains  in  Moscow 
restaurants.  The  sterlet,  vyhich  are  the  principal 
occupants  of  these  fountains,  are  worthless  from 
an  angling  point  of  view,  as  they  are  only  to  be 
caught  by  foul  hooking  or  netting,  and  also  are 


only  found  in  the  Volga  and  some  of  its  larger 
tributaries. 

Sturgeon  and  beluga,  a similar  fish  to  the 
sturgeon,  but,  if  anything,  even  larger,  are  also 
valueless  from  a sporting  point  of  view,  and  are 
not  found  in  any  quantity  in  the  interior  of 
Russia,  those  sold  in  Moscow  come  from 
Astrakhan. 

In  the  Volga  may  be  caught  the  silurus,  but  it 
is  not  usually  fished  for  with  any  tackle  finer 
than  a clothes  line,  furnished  with  a proportionate 
hook,  and  tied  to  a post  on  one  of  the  steamboat 
piers  ; these  fish  give  the  same  trouble  to  the 
Volga  fishermen  that  the  porpoise  gives  the 
herring  fishers  when  it  happens  to  find  its  way 
into  the  net. 

The  soudak  or  pike  perch,  one  of  the  hand- 
somest fresh-water  fish,  but  unfortunately  it  only 
feeds  between  dusk  and  dawn;  in  the  autumn 
they  are  frequently  caught  with  a spinning  bait, 
they  sometimes  attain  to  a large  size,  but  the 
angler  is  lucky  who  gets  one  over  51b.  or  61b. 

Nearly  all  the  fish  one  finds  in  England  are 
to  be  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moscow, 
with  the  exception  of  salmon,  trout,  grayling,  and 
barbel ; large  carp  are  not  plentiful,  the  ponds 
usually  contain  only  the  small  Crucian  carp 
and  tench,  the  latter  are  often  very  large,  but 
are  difficult  to  catch,  the  big  ones  are  only  to 
be  found  in  weedy  places,  and  when  hooked 
almost  invariably  break  away.  C.  J.  K. 


A DISAPPOINTING  SEASON. 

By  H.  S.  Marriott. 

The  majority  of  fishermen  keep,  I believe,  a 
diary  of  their  sport,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent, 
as  the  case  may  be.  I,  for  one,  have  by  me  rough 
notes  taken  during  many  a campaign  against  the 
salmon  and  trout  of  Scandinavia,  and  it  is 
astonishing  with  what  pleasure  one  reads  and 
re-reads  the  records  of  even  bad  and  disappoint- 
ing summers.  This  may  perhaps  be  partly 
accounted  for  in  my  own  case  by  the  fact  that, 
mixed  up  with  many  a well-founded  grumble  and 
growl  at  indifferent  sport,  bad  food,  or  monstrous 
mosquitoes,  I find  in  these  scanty,  and  at  times 
almost  illegible  pages,  not  a few  observations  on 
the  habits  and  haunts  of  birds  and  beastB  which 
in  Great  Britain  are  either  rare  or  altogether 
unknown.  Piscator  non  solum  piscalur.  I don’t 
know  whether  I shall  lose  caste  amongst  some  of 
my  keener  fishing  friends  if  I freely  confess  that 
I have  before  now  ignored  the  rise  of  a heavy 
trout,  laid  aside  my  rod  and  set  me  down  to 
watch  the  great  divers,  as  with  many  a wild 
weird  cry  they  sink  themselves  under  the  bright 
waters  of  a birch-fringed  mountain  lake,  to 
reappear  again  some  hundreds  of  yards  from  the 
place  of  their  disappearance ; or,  perhaps  a prettier 
sight  still,  to  watch  the  old  merganser  duck 
collect  her  little  ones  on  her  back  and  then  float 
quickly  away  down  the  tossing,  foaming  waters  of 
the  rapid,  which  the  youngsters  are  as  yet  too 
weak  and  small  to  navigate  in  safety  by  them- 
selves. The  opportunity  of  seeing  and  the 
pleasure  of  watching  such  little  episodes  as  these 
in  the  wilder  bird  life  afford  me  just  as  much  as 
keen  enjoyment  as  the  mere  fact  of  catching  a 
weighty  trout  or  perhaps  even  a lordly  salmon, 
much  though  I appreciate  the  excitement  and  the 
sport  afforded  by  these  aristocrats  of  the  fish 
world. 

Amongst  other  records  of  the  events  of  different 
seasons,  I find  one,  now  some  two  or  three  years 
old,  when  the  red-letter  days  recorded  were  very 
few  and  far  between.  To  commence  with  the 
first  disappointment.  I had  accepted  an  invita- 
tion from  an  old  friend  to  fish  one  of  the 
best  beats  of  the  Namsen,  but  was  eventually 
obliged  to  call  off,  having  promised  not  to  start 
till  a certain  election  was  over,  at  which  another 
friend  was  a candidate,  but  who,  from  being  too 
scrupulous  and  honourable  to  promise  as  much 
as  his  opponent,  was  heavily  beaten.  Whilst  I 
was  electioneering,  the  cream  of  the  salmon 
fishing  was  rapidly  vanishing,  and  at  last,  late  in 
July,  I found  myself  tossing  about  on  the  North 
Sea,  en  route  to  some  little-known  and  rather 
remote  trout  water,  where  a season  or  two  before 
I had  done  remarkably  well. 

As  is  so  often  the  case  on  the  North  Sea,  we 
had  a rough,  uncomfortable  passage,  and,  from  its 
being  too  late  for  most  of  the  fishermen,  the 
captain  was  about  the  only  man  I knew  on  board, 


and  he  gave  me  but  bad  reports  of  the  season’s 
sport,  which  he  summed  up  shortly  as  “ No  water 
and  no  fish.” 

One  morning  after  breakfast,  as  he  and  I were 
sitting  on  deck  watching  the  great  grey  rollers 
as  they  swept  down  upon  us  from  the  north-west, 
a passenger,  very  evidently  American,  joined  us. 
The  captain  noticing  he  was  looking,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  rather  qualmish  and  pale,  inquired 
feelingly  for  his  health.  “ Wall,  Captain,”  was 
the  reply,  “ I was  all  right  up  to  breakfast,  but  I 
made  a mistake  then.” 

“ Sorry  to  hear  that,  sir.  What  was  it  ? ” 

“ Wall,  Captain,  I mixed  up  some  whiting  with 
the  rest  of  the  victuals,  and  those  fish  were  in 
such  an  all  fired  hurry  to  get  back  to  sea  that  I 
couldn’t  stop  them,  and  that’s  a fact.” 

Certainly  Yankee  humour  is  very  quaint  and 
expressive.  This  was  about  the  only  amusing 
incident  which  happened  on  the  voyage.  When 
I landed  I found  the  captain’s  report  only  too 
true,  for  the  whole  country  was  burnt  up.  There 
had  been  no  rain  for  eight  weeks,  I was  told. 
The  rivers  were  all  dried  up  to  threads.  And 
the  grass  crop  was  everywhere  conspicuous  by 
its  absence. 

To  reach  my  future  quarters  I had  a day’s 
journey  in  a rickety  little  coaster,  and  then  a 
tiresome,  tedious  drive  of  a day  and  a half  up  a 
hot  and,  for  Norway,  rather  uninteresting  valley, 
where  the  dust  was  fetlock  deep  on  the  road, 
and  every  little  breath  of  wind  raised  such  a 
cloud  that  at  times  I was  nearly  choked. 

One  of  the  boys  in  charge  of  the  horses  pointed 
out  a curious  thing  to  me.  A line  of  telegraph 
posts  and  wires  ran  along  the  road  up  the  glen, 
and  for  about  a mile  and  a half  every  single  post 
had  a big  slice  taken  out  of  its  upper  portion. 
The  boy  said  this  was  done  in  a tremendous 
thunderstorm,  which  had  occurred  some  month 
or  two  before.  If  there  were  any  travellers  along 
that  road  on  the  day  in  question  they  must  have 
enjoyed  an  uncommon  experience,  and  such  a one 
as  but  few  would  care  to  undergo. 

I was  heartily  glad  when  my  long  drive  was 
about  over,  and  I came  in  sight  of  the  river  I 
intended  to  fish.  As  the  broad  stream  debouched 
from  the  big  lake  of  which  it  was  the  outlet,  I 
could  see  that  it  was  much  shrunk  in  volume 
from  its  customary  proportions.  But  I could 
also  see  the  water  flash  now  and  again  as  the 
trout  dashed  at  the  flies  which  were  here  and 
there  floating  down  its  surface. 

Since  I had  previously  fished  these  waters,  the 
posting  station,  or  little  road-side  inn,  had  been 
moved,  and  was  now  much  nearer  the  best  part 
of  the  stream  than  it  had  formerly  been.  This, 
so  far  as  it  went,  was,  of  course,  an  advantage, 
but  all  that  I gained  in  convenience  I lost  in 
comfort,  for  I certainly  think  that  of  all  the  dirty 
places  it  has  been  my  lot  to  shelter  in,  the  Skyds 
station  in  question  was  facile  princeps.  As  I 
hurried  down  my  roughish  meal  of  black  bi'ead, 
seasoned  with  rancid  bacon  and  boiled  eggs,  the 
colour  of  old  oak,  fleas  played  leap  frog  on  the 
table,  and  flies  and  mosquitoes  galore  pranced 
merrily  in  and  out  of  the  room  through  the 
broken  panes  in  the  dirty  window.  The  unkempt 
and  unwashed  female  who  brought  me  my 
appetising  repast,  told  me  that  she  was  the  owner 
of  these  luxurious  quarters,  and  a widow  of  some 
few  years’  standing,  and  she  said  that  her 
husband  had  been  drowned  in  the  river  hard  by. 
Perchance  his  untimely  fate  may  have  induced 
that  strong  dislike  to  water  which  was  so  apparent 
throughout  the  establishment  over  which  his  by 
no  means  disconsolate  widow  now  presided. 

The  attractions  indoors  were  not  great  enough 
to  induce  me  to  linger  long  when  once  my 
appetite  had  been  stayed,  and  I was  soon  on  my 
way  to  the  river,  having  first  secured  a lad  of 
about  fifteen  to  carry  my  belongings.  I may 
remark  here  that  I have  always  possessed  a 
deeply  rooted  objection  to  making  myself  a beast 
of  burden,  and  that  when  I have  caught  the  fish  I 
consider  it  the  duty  of  someone  else  to  carry  them. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books,  also  out  of 

print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of  Magazines,  &c.  Every 
number  of  “ The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers’ 
Record  ” (published  every  Friday,  price  l£d.)  contains  advertise- 
ments respecting  14  Books  Wanted,”  and  announcements  of  new 
works.  A prospectus,  giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can 
be  had  by  sending  a post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


152 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[August  11,  1894 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 


Time  of  Higdi  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(80  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

3 40  „ ,,  Putney.  ...  ) 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

45  M „ Hammersmith.  ‘ 1 "j  HO  „ ,,  Twickenham. 

00  ,,  „ Barnes.  (85  ,,  ,,  Toddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  bo  high  water  at  Toddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tido  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  IIioii  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Aug.  11  

Sunday,  ,,  12  

Monday.  ..  13  

Morning. 

Evening 
....  10.  1 
....  11.25 
..  0 3 

Thursday,  „ 16  ... 

....  2.19 

Friday,  ,,  17  

2.35  

....  2.51 

High  Water  at 
Saturday,  Aug.  11  

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning1. 

Eveniog. 

Sunday,  ,,  12  



Monday,  ,,  13  

...  0.43 

Theso  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 


tower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— There  has  been  a 
case  very  properly  reported  by  one  of  the  assistant  river  keepers 
of  detecting  an  angler  using  a small  net  ostensibly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  catching  minnows,  but  he  was  found  to  have  taken  the 
small  fry  of  roach  and  dace — fourteen  in  number.  The  net  con- 
sisted of  a well  net,  lined  with  muslin,  with  an  additional  handle 
strapped  to  it  of  four  feet  in  length,  and  its  use  for  that  purpose 
or  even  for  minnows  was  an  illegal  one.  The  angler,  however, 
was  not  aware  he  was  doing  wrong,  and  will  not,  I am  assured,  do 
it  again.  There  is  a net  made  on  purpose  for  minnows,  but  it 
cannot  be  used  amongst  the  small  fry  of  other  fish.  The  fisher- 
men as  a rule  get  their  minnows  out  of  the  Colne  at  Staines, 
where  they  are  more  likely  to  be  found  than  in  the  Thames  in  any 
quantity.  I havealways  found  the  anglers  in  these  minor  offences 
when  properly  and  courteously  addressed,  and  especially 
when  done  for  want  of  knowing  better,  are  glad  to  be  told  of  it, 
and  willingly  promise  not  to  offend  agaiu.  A friend  of  mine  has 
just,  informed  me  of  the  success  of  two  youthful  anglers,  fishing 
in  the  Old  Mill  Pool  at  the  hack  of  Farnell's  Brewery,  in  Brazil 
Mill-road,  Isleworth,  the  water  being  supplied  from  a branch  of 
the  River  Colne,  with  the  result  that  the  son  of  Mr.  Ellis  Pain,  of 
Brazil  Mill  House,  captured  a fine  barbel  of  lojlb.,  and  the  son  of 
Mr.  Vincent  one  of  7 lb.  I remember  some  years  ago  Mr.  Ellis 
Pain  was  anxious  to  stock  the  portion  of  the  Colne  which 
supplies  this  Old  Mill  Pool  with  some  young  trout,  and  he  sought 
my  advice  as  to  where  to  obtain  them,  and  I recommended  him 
to  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  of  Guildford,  I have  not  seen  him  for 
some  time,  but  1 heard  of  verv  recent  date  of  some  fine  trout 
being  taken  there.  Mr.  Farnell  Watson,  when  he  resided  at  Isle- 
worth,  placed  a lot  of  trout  in  this  water,  and  the  brewery  for 
many  years  has  subscribed  to  the  T.A.P.S.  One  of  the  Farnells 
was  my  predecessor  in  the  secretaryship  of  the  society.— B, 
Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter during  the  week  twenty- 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  three  brace  of  perch,  and  Lotan  Hackett 
thirteen  dozen  of  roach,  four  barbel,  three  brace  of  perch,  and  one 
jack.  — B. 

(Hampton  Court).  — William  Milbourne  says:  “A 

gentleman  Ashing  on  Monday  from  the  bank  took  two  fine  barbel, 
one  8£lb.,  the  other  71b. ; they  were  caught  by  the  side  of  Hampton 
Court  weir.  The  roach  are  coming  well  on  the  feed,  and  the 
water  is  in  good  order  for  all-round  fishing.” — B. 

(Kingston1. — John  Johnson  in  the  week  has  made  a 

total  of  nineteen  barbel,  seven  bream,  four  chub,  five  jack,  and 
nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  John  Knight,  thirty-two  bream, 
sixteen  barbel,  five  jack,  fourteen  perch,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  six  barbel, 
eleven  jack  (the  largest  7Jlb.),  ten  dozen  oi  gudgeon,  and  eight 
perch.  J.  Wilkes,  in  four  days,  ten  bream,  eleven  dozen  of 
gudgeon,  eight  perch,  six  eels,  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  R,  Williams  got  a nice  eel  of  over  21b.  Mr.  Hairs,  of  Hampton 
Wick,  fishing  in  the  long  water  in  the  Home  Park,  on  Saturday 
last  caught  a carp  of  lOJlb. — B. 

(Lechlade) — Cricklade. — The  Thames  in  these  neigh- 
bourhoods, except  where  weedy,  is  in  excellent  angling  ply,  the 
deep  pools  especially  looking  very  .tempting,  and  very  different 
from  this  time  last  year,  where  one  could  walk  across  many 
parts  of  the  river  hereabouts.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  by 
holiday  anglers,  of  which  there  were  a large  number  out,  and 
some  nice  roach,  chub,  dace,  and  perch  were  caught ; and  at 
Kempsford  Mr.  Oswald  secured  a grand  pike  of  a good  141b. 
weight,  caught  spinning  with  dace.  Creed  wheat,  Indian  corn, 
paste,  and  gentles,  have  been  the  successful  baits  used.— F. 
Lockwood. 

(Marlow). — Some  capital  sport  has  been  had  here  since 

my  last  report,  in  spite  of  the  fleets  of  boats  during  the  holiday, 
W.  Lloyd  and  Birt  Cox  being  amongst  the  successful  fishermen. 
The  water  is  now  in  fine  order,  and  as  the  boating  will  now 
decrease,  there  should  be  some  of  the  largo  barbel  and  jack 
taken,  which  are  known  to  be  in  certain  pitches. — C.  L.  Matuews. 

(Sunbury), — Messrs.  T,  and  A.  Stroud  have  compiled  a 

total  of  fifty-two  barbel,  twelve  bream,  seventeen  jack,  fifteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  some  fine  perch,  and  a trout  of  41b, ; 
Messrs.  E.  Clark  and  Son,  fifty-eight  barbel,  twelve  chub,  a 
quantity  of  roach  and  daee,  and  some  fine  perch;  Mr.  White,  a 
chub  of  4^1h.,  and  two  bream,  the  largest  3j|lb. — B. 

(Tedding"ton). — The  anglers  have  been  doing  some  good 

business  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  barbel,  and  bream.—  B. 

(Twickenham),— John  Spong,  in  three  days,  401b.  of 

roach  and  dace,  three  bream,  and  two  barbel ; in  three  other  days, 
with  the  brothers  Makepeace  and  friend,  attended  by  T.  Anger, 
001b.  of  roach  and  dace,  seven  barbel,  and  two  bream;  and  in 
three  other  days,  801b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Robert.  Spong,  in  two 
days,  threo  jack,  four  barbel,  und  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

II.  Spiers,  in  two  days,  two  jack,  four  barbel,  and  six  dozen  of 
roach  arid  dace.  (I.  Coxcn,  in  two  days,  four  dozen  of  roach 
arid  dace.  Mr.  Clarke,  during  the  week,  6Ulb.  of  roach  and  dace, 
four  bream  (the  largest  4£lb.),  and  a perch  of  11b.  J.  Dunn,  in 
the  week,  261b.  of  roach  and  (lace,  and  a few  bream  and  barbel 
(the  larget  barbel  5|lb.).  J.  Frost,  in  throe  and  a half  days, 
401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three  barbel,  and  four  bream.  A. 
Httinmorton,  in  one  day,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  S.  Colo,  In 
the  week,  fifty  barbel,  thirteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  nine  perch 
(the  largest  1Mb.),  and  throe  eels. — II, 

(Walton). — Angling  during  the  week  lias  been  vory  brisk. 

R,  Whntford,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Girling,  eight  dozen  of  roach; 


another  day,  with  Mr.  Woolgar,  live  barbel,  the  largest  51b.,  and 
two  bream  of  211).  each;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Bowman,  nine 
barbel,  the  largest  5Jlb.,  and  two  bream;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Ilnwmurt,  four  chub,  3lb.  and  41b.  each;  four  perch,  the  largest 
1 Jib. : and  another  day,  five  barbel,  the  largest  61b,  John  Hone, 
one  day,  with  Mr.  1’ringlc,  four  dozen  line  roach,  the  largeat 
lib.  2oz,,  and  two  bream  of  21b.  each;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Whiling,  two  barbel,  flic  largeat  21b.,  and  four  dozen  of  good 
roach  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Savage,  six  barbel,  the  largest  81b. ; 
another  day,  four  dozen  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream  ; and 
another  day,  in  two  hours,  one  braee  of  jack,  the  largeat  81b., 
four  bream,  and  four  dozen  of  roach.  Messrs.  Edmonds  and 
Blenflold,  fishing  by  themselves,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  If. 
Searle,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Lawrence,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
the  largest  roach  lib.,  three  bream  of  21b.  each,  and  a barbel  of 
4Mb. ; another  day,  with  ('apt.  Nonage,  seven  jack,  the  largest  j 
41b.,  and  a perch  of  IMb. ; another  day,  with  Sir  George  Lewis, 
six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Fletcher, 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  seven  bream,  the  largest  2Jlb. 

- — — (Windsor  District). — The  river  hero  is  still  in  excellent 
order,  and  where  places  can  be  baited  they  are  well  worth  taking 
in  hand  now,  though  sundry  barbel  and  chub  are  often  picked  up 
whilst,  roach  and  dace  fishing,  I saw  a handsome  barbel  caught 
last  night  near  Windsor  Bridge  by  a Mr.  Chantry,  of  10,  Selwyn- 
avonue,  Richmond,  who  was  fishing  for  roach  at  the  time.  I 
weighed  it  directly  afterwards  and  found  it  sealed  just  01b.  The 
tackle  he  was  using  was  fine,  and  he  handled  the  fish  extremely 
well ; but  a more  skilful  feat  was  the  killing  of  a 41b.  barbel  on 
gossamer  gut.  (the  very  finest  drawn  gut  possible)  by  Mr.  Harry 
Stinton,  of  Eton,  whilst  roach  fishing;  he  also  had  one  on  the 
same  tackle  of  21b.  Some  fair  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  had,  but  no  extraordinary  specimens.  Chub  are  still  very 
shy,  and  I can  bear  of  no  basket  worthy  of  special  mention  being 
had  with  exception  of  one  of  2!b.  15oz.,  by  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Eton, 
which  was  taken  with  a small  dace  whilst  jack  fishing.  Gudgeon 
are  coming  well  to  the  rake,  and  of  good  size,  Mr.  H Manning 
and  sons,  out  with  James  Gray  one  afternoon,  having  excellent 
sport  with  them.  A few  jack  have  been  caught,  hut  very  small, 
though  I fancy  some  good  ones  are  to  be  had  by  sneaking  quietly 
along  Ihe  boughs,  and  from  the  till  of  a punt,  using  a single  gut 
paternoster,  with  small  dace  on  salmon  gut  hook. — B.  R.  Bam- 
bridge. 

Ancholme  District. — As  I am  taking  holiday  in  Cornwall 
my  notes  were  omitted  last  week,  but  I find  the  sport  has  been 
tolerably  good  in  my  absence.  Some  of  the  leading  takes  during 
the  past  fortnight  are  as  follows  : Messrs.  E.  Smith  aDd  Percy,  of 
Sheffield,  had  201b.  of  bream;  Mr.  F.  Walker,  of  Brigg,  I<Jilb. 
of  bream ; Messrs.  Gilmore  and  Cauldwell,  of  Sheffield,  241b.  of 
roaeh  and  bream;  Messrs.  Lockwood,  Vernon,  and  two  others, 
COlb.  of  bream  near  Brandy  Wath  ; Messrs.  Evison  and  Welsh, 
a stone  of  Dream  each  ; Mr.  F.  Blackman,  sixty  good  roach  : Mr. 

J.  J.  Neal,  of  Broughton,  131b.  lOoz.  of  roaeh  near  Castlethorpe 
Bridge ; Mr.  Parker,  201b.  of  roach  near  Cadney  Engine  House ; 
Mr.  Rose,  of  Sheffield,  121b.  of  roach.  Creed  wheat  is  now  the 
best  bait  for  roach.  Several  matches  have  been  fished,  a gold 
medal  having  been  won  by  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  of  Hull.  In  the  All- 
England  match  Mr.  W.  Brown  secured  first  prize  with  131b.  lOoz. 
The  water  is  now  in  excellent  condition,  being  a little  discoloured 
by  the  recent  rains.— Thomas  Ford. 

Coin  (Gloucestershire).— The  Coin  throughout  its  course 
for  the  time  of  year  may  be  said,  except  where  weedy,  to  be  in 
fair  angling  trim,  and  on  some  of  the  private  waters  some  good 
heavy  fish  have  been  killed  in  prime  condition,— F.  Lockwood. 

Cornish  Streams.— Trout  fly-fishing  has  been  fairly  good 
on  all  the  streams,  and  a big  sprinkling  of  fishing  visitors  is 
scattered  about  over  the  county.  The  weather,  however,  is  un- 
pleasant, and  unfavourable  to  sport.  The  Fowey  and  Camel 
have  been  in  slight  freshet,  and  sport  with  migratory  fish  has 
been  much  below  the  average  quality.  The  unusually  high  spring 
tide  and  the  freshet  took  peal  and  salmon  well  up,  and  progress- 
ing fish  as  a rule  do  not  sport  so  well  as  those  which  remain  in 
the  pools  and  runs.  The  Innev  is  in  good  order  for  trout  fishing, 
and  several  good  baskets  have  been  made. — Bodmin. 

Cuckmere  (Alfriston). — Good  takes  of  fish  on  Bank  Holi- 
day are  reported.  One  angler  captured  seven  bream,  two  over 
41b.  in  weight.  Two  others  had  a good  quantity  of  bream,  roach, 
and  eels.  Water  thick  near  the  bridge ; good  prospect  for  next 
week. — V.  T.  Sdmfiei.d. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — A nice  colour  is  on  the  Dove  and 
smaller  streams  hereabouts,  and  good  sport  is  the  rule.  Cloudy 
and  showery  weather  still  prevails. — D.  and  H.  W.  Foster. 

Derwent  (Malton). — The  fishing  has  only  been  very  poor 
during  the  past  fortnight. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  floods  of  last  Friday  and  Saturday 
came  as  a “boon  and  a blessing”, to  worm  fishers.  The  Esk 
anglers  had,  of  course,  the  best  of  it,  as  herlings  are  so  much 
more  plentiful  than  in  the  Eden.  A good  many  heavy  takes  were 
made,  running  from  lull),  to  301b.  But  in  the  Eden  below  Carlisle 
there  were  some  nice  baskets,  Mr.  D Armstrong  reaching  171b., 
and  Mr.  T.  Parkins,  Mr.  Jos.  Fox,  Mr.  Cameron,  and  Tom 
Wright  from  71b.  to  12lb.  The  river  is  nowin  order  for  fly-fish- 
ing. The  conference  of  the  Annan,  Nith,  and  Eden  Fishery 
Boards,  which  was  to  have  been  held  at  Dumfries  on  Wednesday, 
has  been  postponed  for  about  a fortnight. — Silver  Grey. 

Elstree  Reservoir  (Herts).— Some  good  tench  have  been 
taken  during  the  last  fortnight,  also  jack  and  bream.  Tench 
are  well  on  the  feed,  one  caught  weighing  nearly  71b„  and  a roach 
3 Jib.  Water  a good  colour.  Some  good  perch  have  also  been 
taken  up  to  l£lb.,and  bream  up  to  4|lb.  Two  gentlemen  took 
451b.  of  tench  andbream  in  one  day  last  week. — E.  Surridge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— River  is  still  high  and  weather 
unsettled.  Some  very  fine  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  arti- 
ficial minnow,  the  Rev.  Peacock  taking  '•  first  honours  ■'  with 
several  of  lit),  to  ljlb.  each.  Mr.  Sheffield  has,  I hear,  been 
again  scoring  among  the  salmon,  having  killed  three  good  fish 
during  the  past  week. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — During  the  last 
week  or  ten  days  the  fen  drains  in  the  southern  district  have  im- 
proved considerably.  The  work  of  weed  cutting  lias  also  pro- 
ceeded rapidly,  and  thus  sport  for  the  holidays  has  been  satis- 
factory. From  the  Spalding  waters  anglers  have  obtained  good 
baskets,  roach,  perch,  and  tench  being  the  most  plentiful,  though 
a few  plko  have  been  caught. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  — The  holidays  induced  a good  number 
of  sportsman  to  visit  the  Idle,  and  from  several  points  there  are 
reports  of  good  sport.  The  water  is  in  good  condition,  save  that 
it  is  very  weedy  in  maDy  places,  and  this  impedes  trolling  and 
prevents  pike  fishing. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  weather  conditions  still  remain  very 
variable  and  unsettled.  Rain  has  fallen  very  frequently,  and 
during  Wednesday  night  it  came  down  heavily;  still,  there  has 
not  been  sufficient  to  interfere  with  the  rivers,  which  remain  in 
good  order.  There  were  plenty  of  anglers  out  during  the  holidays, 
but  not  much  sport  was  had  anywhere.  At  such  times  the  river 
is  too  much  disturbed  both  by  the  foot  traffic  along  the 
hanks  and  by  the  numerous  sailing  and  lowing  boats  on 
the  river.  I had  a walk  round  the  Sowardstonc  waters 
in  Coventry’s  longtli.  Some  few  decent  elnih  and  a barbel  have 
been  caught,  but  there  is  a terrible  growth  of  weeds  in  most 
plaees.  Enfield  Lock. — Mr.  Johnson  showed  mo  some  vory  good 
roach  and  a fine  perch  that  lie  had  taken  that  morning.  I hoard 
from  good  authority  that  a fow  largo  barbel  had  been  taken. 


Walt  ham  Abbey. — Home  good  sport  has  been  hod  amongst  the 
roach,  perch,  nod  bream  lately.  Choshunt. — A few  good  roach 
have  been  caught,  and  a large  trout  hooked  which  broke  the 
angler's  rod.  Not  much  news  to  report  from  the  Htort,  but 
prospects  are  good. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leomlnuter).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  dear  and  in  good  order  for  angling.  A few 
showers  of  rain  have  been  had,  arid  the  water  Is  refreshed  and  the 
fish  are  biting  better, — G WYNNE. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).  — Water  in  good  order,  but  with 
much  more  rain  will  quickly  colour.  All  being  well  ought  to  flsb 
well  for  tli©  next  few  days.  The  welcome  townsman  had  a bit  of 
spo rt  on  the  5th  below  town,  about  151b.  bream  and  roach.  A 
local  got  six  bream,  weighing  181b.,  on  the  Olh.  Halts:  wheat, 
gentles,  and  lobworms.— K.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton,;.— The  fish  have  been  feeding  better 
lately.  Mr.  Cook,  Yarbordugh,  caught  a fine  chub,  and  a perch, 
over  one  pound  ; the  same  gentleman  had  some  fine  bream,  some 
scaling  over  3lb.  Dr.  Van  Burger  had  some  nice  bream.  Tho 
water  is  in  fine  condition. — W.  DUCKEK. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon,!.— The  water  between  Oodmanchester 
and  Houghton  has  varied  considerably  in  height  during  the  week, 
on  Hank  Holiday  it  was  nearly  4ft.  below  its  usual  height.  Never- 
theless sport  has  been  very  good,  the  roach  especially  feeding 
well.  The  members  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association  bold 
a roving  tournament  on  Hank  Holiday,  and  some  very  good  takes 
resulted  ; the  best  catch  was  141b.  9oz.,  next  101b.  7oz.  . Olb.  lOoz., 
Gib.  9oz.,  51b.  1 2oz.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  again  a 
fair  height,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  good.— B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon;  — Several  anglers  visited  our  locality  for 
Hank  Holiday,  but,  tbe  water  being  drawn  off  for  necessary  work, 
some  were  disappointed  with  sport,  and  some  returned  not  doing 
much  good.  The  members  of  the  Huntingdon  Association 
held  a tournament,  and  eighteen  entered  ; only  eight  fished,  and 
roach  fed  well,  Mr.  (J.  A.  Bryant  taking  first  prize  with  141b.  94oz. ; 
R.  Carter,  second,  101b.  71oz. , A.  Fielding,  61b.  9oz. ; Mr.  D. 
Storey,  Gib.  G£oz.,  and  J.  Measures,  51b.  12oz. ; and  three  others 
weighed-in  12lb.  lOoz.  At  time  of  writing  the  water  is  low. — 
H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Bream  have  been  feeding  pretty  freely 
since  my  last  report,  and  some  of  my  visitors  have  had  very  fair 
sport.  The  largest  I have  seen  scaled  31b.  14oz.,  and  this  was 
taken  by  Messrs.  Roddy  on  Sunday  morning,  and  they  also 
caught  ten  or  twelve  other  good  fish  at  the  same  time.  I have 
just  heard  that  Mr.  Chasty,  of  this  town,  has  caught  some  up  to 
4|lb.,  and  one  evening  lately  he  took  seventy-two  roach,  some  up 
to  ^lb-  Oiher  anglers  have  also  been  very  busy  with  the  roach, 
and  one  or  two  of  over  21b.  have  been  got.  Just  now  the  water  i» 
loo  bright,  but  a good  rain  would  put  it  in  perfect  condition. — 
Wm.  Nash. 

Plymouth.— Occasional  showers  keep  the  rivers  in  good  order, 
and  fishermen  have  had  good  baskets.  A very  fine  trout  of 
l^lb.  was  caught  in  the  Meavy  yesterday.  On  Tuesday  last  one  of 
2£lb.  was  landed  at  Gara  Bridge  on  the  Avon,  and  one  measuring 
about  2ft.,  which  should  certainly  have  weighed  41b.,  was  hooked 
and  played  for  ten  minutes,  but  lost  in  the  pool  just  below  Cadover 
Bridge. — W.  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,and  Cain  (Llanymynech) .— 

A more  than  usually  large  number  of  excursionists  visited  this 
lovely  neighbourhood  during  the  holiday  time,  and  were  favoured 
with  most  enjoyable  weather.  Some  of  the  angling  fraternity 
complained  of  lack  of  sport,  although  all  these  rivers  were  in 
very  fair  condition,  hut  at  present,  owing  to  heavy  rain  amongst 
the  Welsh  mountains,  they  are  rather  above  their  average  level, 
hut  a few  fine  days  will  rectify  this. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley.— Splendid  baskets  of  rudd  of  large  size  were 
daily  taken  by  Mr.  Shrubsole  till  his  departure.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Durant  have  also  had  excellent  sport  among  the  pike,  perch,  and 
roach.  So  had  also  Messrs.  Inness,  Turner,  and  Harvey.  The 
waters  still  remain  in  excellent  condition  for  fishing. — Joseph 
Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow). — We  had  a lot  of  anglers  here  from  Satur- 
day to  Monday.  Mr.  E.  Watling  had  a nice  show  of  roach. 
Several  others  had  a few  roach,  perch,  and  dace  The  water  is 
bright,  no  sign  of  it  getting  coloured.  Mr.  D.  Pavely  had  a nice 
jack.— D.  Springham. 

Stour  (Bures). — Nothing  doing  in  this  water  at  present.  A 
few  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  during  the  holidays,  but 
nothing  large.  Water  very  clear,  and  fishing  useless  in  the  middle 
of  the  day.— W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— There  seems  at 
present  no  sign  of  fine  weather,  itain  is  falling  daily,  and  rivers- 
are  out  of  condition,  and,  in  many  districts,  over  the  banks. 
Several  anglers  were  out  on  Bank  Holiday,  and  a few  fish  taken, 
but  in  the  majority  of  cases  a blank  day  was  the  result.  I hear  an 
eel  of  51b.  and  a trout  of  over  31b.  were  recently  taken  from  the 
pumping  station  near  the  dairy  at  Arundel,  but  the  modus  operandi 
was  not  stated.  RoachiDg  on  the  Ouse  has  been,  generally 
speaking,  successful.  Two  rods,  on  Tuesday,  secured  seven  fish, 
averaging  gib.  The  canal  at  Chichester,  which  is  not  affected  by 
up-country  floods,  is  in  good  order,  and  good  sport  has  been 
experienced  among  both  bream  and  roach,  some  few  bream 
weighing  2|lb.  A few  bass  have  been  taken  from  the  harbours 
and  coast.  A fish  of  91b.  is  reported  me  from  Pilsea,  Chichester 
Harbour.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter). — the  river  is  now  in  splendid  condition^ 
Some  fine  trout  have  been  caught  on  minnow  during  the  past  week, 
but  no  salmon.— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part,  is  now  running 
clear  and  in  good  order  for  angling.  It  being  holiday  time,  a good 
few  rods  have  been  out,  and  have  used  both  fly  and  bottom  baits. 

In  the  Ashford  water  some  fine  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
landed— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in  good  order 
for  fishing.  A good  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  had.— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  rose  about  a couple  of  feet  on 
Saturday  night,  completely  dashing  all  hopes  of  success  with  the 
barbel,  and  Bank  Holiday  sport  was  meagre  thoughout  the 
district.  Dace  have  taken  gentles  fairly  well,  and  a few  bream 
have  been  bagged  with  worms,  but  the  unsettled  elements  are  pre- 
venting sport  amongst  the  barbel,  which  should  now  be  at  its  best. 

— Trentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  continues  in  excellent  order  for 
salmon  angling,  and  there  are  a large  number  of  anglers  con- 
tinually engaged  on  the  banks.  The  sport  obtained  during  tho 
past  weeks  has  been  decidedly  bettor  than  any  other  time  since 
the  opening  of  the  season.  Major-General  Miguon,  Colonel 
Waddilove,  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  being  the  most  successful. — T. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge). — River  in  good  condition  for  trout 
fishing.  A fow  salmon  up. — David  Powell. 

Upper  Rden. — On  a partial  subsidence  of  the  heavy  fresh, 
bottom  fishers  had  good  sport,  with  tho  maggot,  and  worm;  one 
angler  creeled  eloso  upon  201b.  of  trout  in  the  Kirkby-thor 
waters.  On  Friday,  Mr.  J.  Balmer  caught  half  a dozen  trout, 
weighing  exactly  2lb.,  from  Appleby  Bridge. — G. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — There  woro  about,  130  rods  hero  on* 
Monday  last,.  Fishermen  woro  generally  Natisllod  wit  h tho  takoH 
(bream  principally).  On  Aug.  12,  5s.  will  bo  given  for  the  heaviest 
bream  taken  here;  fishing  to  commence  4 a.m.,  fish  to  bo  shown 
at  the  keeper's  lodge  at  6 p.m.  Largo  pike  are  soon  to  be  feeding 
by  tho  stages  and  near  tho  firs  by  tho  island. — A.  Newham. 
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Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln) .—There  have  been  plenty  of 
visitors  to  the  Witham  this  week,  particularly  on  Bank  Holiday. 
Bream  form  the  leading  item  on  the  river,  and  some  good  bags 
and  excellent  specimen  fish  have  come  to  hand  about  Langrick, 
Tattershall,  and  Bardney.  Several  llsh  up  to  lib.  have  been  taken. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  heavy  storms  of 
rain  that  have  fallen  during  the  week  have  greatly  interfered  with 
fly-fishing  on  both  rivers.  No  sooner  have  they  began  to  run  down 
and  clear,  and  there  at  last  appeared  some  prospects  of  good 
sport,  than  the  weather  has  changed  again,  and  the  rain  has  put 
so  much  colour  into  the  rivers  as  to  make  it  almost  useless  to 
expect  sport  with  the  fly.  The  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent 
have  not  been  so  bad  in  this  respect  as  the  lower.  The  bottom 
fishermen  have  had  a good  time  of  it,  killing  some  good  fish  on 
the  various  reaches  of  the  Derwent. — Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off  during 
the  past  week.  A good  many  bass  have  been  about,  and  some 
fine  fish  taken. — H. 

Dublin. — There  is  probably  not  in  England,  Ireland,  or  Scot- 
land, a city  more  charmingly  situated  or  surrounded  with  such 
advantages  tor  sea  fishing  as  Dublin,  and  possibly  no  other  people 
more  fond  of  the  sport  than  Dubliners.  MorniDg,  evening,  or 
night  (and  frequently  all  night),  boats  are  out  ana  lines  are  cast 
in  sweet  Dublin  Bay,  either  opposite  the  metropolis,  or  outside 
Kingstown,  Howth,  Bray,  Dalkey,  and  Greystones. 

Eastbourne.— Large  quantities  of  rock  whiting  and  sea  bream 
have  been  caught  on  the  Horse  Rocks  this  week.  Prawns  are 
plentiful  at  Birling  Gap  and  Falling  Sands.  Three  gentleman 
caught  1200  prawns  (including  many  broody  prawns)  with  gins 
and  spoon  net.  Tides  will  be  right  for  prawn  fishing  week  ending 
Aug.  18.— V.  T.  Sumfield. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Sport  continues  good,  although  the 
weather  has  been  rather  stormy  during  the  past  week.  Silver 
whiting  are  very  plentiful. — H. 

Penzance  (Cornwall). — Anglers  have  had  good  sport  with 
pollack  off  the  South  Pier-head  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
weather  has  been  much  against  boat  angling  in  the  bay. — H. 

Plymouth.— The  mackerel  are  all  over  the  place.  I saw 
several  schools  yesterday  breaking  the  surface  of  the  water  close 
to  the  West  Hoe  Pier,  Promenade  Pier,  amongst  the  yachts 
moored  off  the  Hoe,  at  the  ladies’  bathing  place,  and  just  off 
Drake’s  Island.  1 don't  remember  seeing  such  a sight.  Sixty  boats 
were  fishing  for  them.  Pollack  are  very  numerous  and  very  large 
at  the  Panther  Buoy.  Strong  gear  must  be  used,  especially  if 
you  have  not  a rod  to  play  them  with.  If  you  are  fond  of  chad 
you  can  catch  them  to  your  heart's  content  with  No.  G hooks  and 
small  bits  of  mud- worm.  Some  fine  bass  have  been  taken  off 
Townchapel  Pier  and  the  rocks  under  the  Citadel.  A lot  of  small 
pollack  are  being  caught  off  Mount  Batten  Pier,  and  some  very 
fine  smelt  just  inside  the  Great  Western  Docks  gates. — W. 
Hearder. 

Southsea  and  District. — The  fishing  here  last  week  was 
better  than  this.  Wind  and  wet  have  not  helped  us  much.  A few 
persevering  boats,  or  people,  have  had  four  and  five  dozen  ; 
nothing  large.  From  the  shore  I have  heard  of  nothing  worth 
recording.  In  the  moats  at  Gosport  the  takes  have  been  small. 
Mr.  C.  Smith,  in  a competition  on  Bank  Holiday  amongst  tbe 
Portsmouth  Waltonians,  went  to  the  front  amongst  thirty  com- 
petitors with  a good  show  of  carp  from  Ravensbury  Park, 
Wickham. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  has  not  been  quite  as  good  as  usual, 
owing  chiefly  to  unfavourable  winds.  Pollacking  is  still  affording 
good  sport,  however,  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  the  outer  head- 
lands.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been  good,  especially 
at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  Pollack  anglers  out  recently 
had  from  a dozen  to  two  dozen  daily,  the  fish  varying  in  weight 
from  41b.  to  121b. — T.  J.  D. 

Whitby. — Sea  angling  in  the  roads  off  Whitby  is  increasing 
in  favour,  and  has  now  become  quite  a fashionable  pursuit,  many 
ladies  engaging  in  the  pleasurable  excitement.  The  fish — had- 
docks, whiting,  gurnard,  flat  fish,  and  the  like — are  abundant,  and 
excellent  basketsful  are  made  in  a short  time. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg’ach  Lochs. — During  the  past  week  the  neigh- 
bouringloch  yielded  heavy  baskets  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Dodgson. 
Dr.  Frend,  Messrs.  Leach,  Myres,  Paisley,  Dr.  Bennett,  Mr. 
Whyte,  and  Mrs.  Russell. — B. 

Awe  — From  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  the  30th,  General  Wilkinson 
had  a grilse  Gib.;  on  the  2nd  Colonel  Chalmers  had  one,  81b.  : on 
the  3rd,  one,  71b.  ; on  the  4th,  a salmon,  111b. ; and  on  theGth, 
salmon,  101b.— D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk. — Some  really  magnificent  sport  has  been  had  in 
this  river  during  the  last  ten  days.  The  run  of  herlings  con- 
tinues unbroken,  and  great  numbers  are  being  caught  in  the 
lower  and  mid  reaches.  In  the  Metal  Bridge  water  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Col.  Wybergh,  and  Mr.  Hewes  had  good  baskets.  Fishing  near 
Longtown,  Mr.  Millan,  Mr.  Sayers,  Mr.  R.  Burrow,  Mr.  Mason, 
and  Mr.  Walton  have  been  amongst  the  most  successful.  In  the 
Byreburnfoot  section,  Mr.  R.  Doughty  landed  nine  sea  trout  and 
seventy-six  herlings.  In  the  Double  Water,  Col.  Elliot,  Mr.  W. 
Park,  and  Mr.  Walter  Scott  had  excellent  sport.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong 
had  a number  of  sea  trout  and  herling;  Mr.  Walter  Irving  caught 
five  sea  trout  and  fifty  herlings;  Mr.  John  Cunningham  had  also 
a full  basket  in  the  Double  Water ; Mr.  J.  Graham,  in  the  same 
water,  had  sea  trout  and  herling;  and  Mr.  John  Graham,  sea  trout 
and  herling  in  Byreburnfoot  water,  Capt.  Scott  Kilnchurch  and 
Mr.  Blaylock  had  each  three  dozen  herling.  In  the  upper  and 
Langholm  stretches,  Messrs.  R.  and  John  Park  creeled  thirteen 
dozen  yellow  trout.  Messrs.  Wm.  Story,  Win.  Ross,  Jas.  Laidlaw, 
J.  Connacher,  and  others  have  been  successful  in  the  Langholm 
water.  The  Liddle  is  in  a flooded  state,  and  good  takes  are  being 
made. — G. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Not  for  the  past  thirty  years 
at  least  has  there  been  such  a spate  in  the  Dee,  Don,  and  other 
northern  rivers  within  so  short  a time  as  was  the  case  on  Friday 
last.  On  such  streams  as  the  Feugh,  Gairn,  the  Muick,  and 
Gana  the  torrent  was  so  violent  that  the  fish  were  thrown  out  of 
every  vestigo  of  shelter  on  to  the  calmer  waters  of  the  haughs, 
where  they  were  found  after  the  flood  had  subsided  by  the  dozens 
dead.  However,  the  flood  has  just  come  at  the  right  time,  and  an 
early  autumn  migration  is  now  a certainty.  On  the  Cairnton 
water  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  creeled  a fine  grilse  of  51b.  On  the 
Aboyne  water  Mr.  Milne  had  two  fish  of  171b.  and  201b.  On  the 
Woodend  water,  Gill,  keeper  to  Mr.  Watson,  landed  two  grilse  ; 
while  Mr.  Nicol’s  keepers,  on  the  Commonty,  had  also  two,  scaling 
from  31b.  to  51b.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Garron  had  a beauty 
of  43£lb.  from  liis  Rutherstone  station. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  — River  in  high  flood,  and  good 
sport  obtainable.  On  the  Netherdale  section  Mr.  Fraser  had  a 
salmon  of  151b.  and  a grilse  of  Gib. ; on  the  Carnoustie  section 
Mr.  W.  Alves  had  a grilse  of  4Jlb. ; on  the  Rothiemay  water  Mr. 
Forbes  and  the  keeper  had  lour  grilse  of  an  average  weight 
of  41b.  The  net  Ashing  on  the  river  and  coast  is  fairly  good. — 
H.  W. 

Fifeshire  Streams.  — Propitious  weather  has  lately  pre- 
vailed, and  some  good  takes  have  been  got  with  fly.  The  large 
moth  has  proved  quite  a successful  lure  at  night. — G.  N. 


Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  — The  following, 
fishing  the  various  lochs,  Acc. , are  among  the  mo9t  suc- 
cessful visitors  to  this  hotel  : July  31,  Mr.  and  Miss 
Morris,  Loch  Assynt,  thirty-six  trout;  Mr.  Molyneux,  Trila- 
gill,  thirty;  Mr.  Paisley  D.'  Ben  net,  Loch  Assynt,  thirty-live. 
Aug.  1,  Mr.  Paisley  D.  Bennet,  Mid-Assynt,  forty-four;  Messrs. 
Molyneux  and  Morris,  Loch  Awe,  fifteen ; Mr.  Ross,  Duartmore, 
three  sea  trout.  2nd.  Mr.  Morris,  Loanan,ten  trout;  Dr.  Bailow, 
(’alder,  thirty;  Mr.  Wallace,  Loch  Assynt,  one  salmon.  3rd,  Mr. 
Molyneux,  Loch  Assynt,  one  grilse.  4th.  Dr.  Barlow,  Cold  Stream, 
fifty-five  trout;  Messrs.  Ralli  and  Molyneux,  Loch  Awe,  thirty. — 
Wm.  Wallace. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— About  half  the  boats  have  been  out 
daily  this  month,  but  sport  is  scarcely  up  to  the  average  yet.  The 
weather  has  been  rather  colder,  with  strong  south-west  winds  and 
showery. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters  (North  Uist).—  High  spring 
tides  and  heavy  rains  have  brought  a large  number  of  salmon  and 
sea  trout  into  all  lochs,  and  the  weather  continues  favourable  for 
angling.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Platt,  Mr. 
Ferguson,  Sir  John  Orde,  and  Mr.  Maclaren. — J.  M.  F. 

Lochmaree  (Kinlochewe  Hotel). — Fishing  here  for  the 
past  week  has  been  excellent,  baskets  of  291b..  20lb.,  151b.,  121b., 
and  131b.  good  sea  trout  being  caught  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wed- 
nesday, Thursday,  and  Saturday  respectively.  The  prospects  for 
this  week  are  also  good,  Messrs.  Broadley  and  Carswell  making 
a basket  of  twelve  on  Monday,  the  largest  fish  weighing  close 
upon  41b.,  and  the  whole  aggregating  111b. — M.  A.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Rannoch,  Dunalastair  Hotel  (Kinloch,  Ran- 
noch). — Anglers  from  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  have  had  very  good 
sport  during  the  last  week,  some  nice  baskets  were  killed  both  on 
loch  and  river,  the  trout  averaging  from  lib.  to  41b.  in  weight. 
The  following  are  the  successful  ladies  and  gentlemen  : Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davies,  Miss  Long,  Miss  Tinsley,  Messrs.  Whitelaw. 
Morrison,  Hoare,  and  Nash. — George  Gow. 

Navar  (Bettyhill,  N.B.).— Sport,  has  fallen  off.  During 
the  past  week  a few  salmon  were  landed  by  Colonel  Fryer  and 
Messrs.  A.  and  P.  H.  Wormald. — B. 

Overscaig*  Lochs. — One  of  the  best  baskets  of  tbe  past  week 
was  by  Mr.  and  Miss  Ensor,  who  got  six  and  a quarter  dozen 
trout  aggregating  191b.  Messrs.  Gordon,  Madras,  Dr.  Hallowes, 
Maidstone,  have  also  been  getting  good  sport  in  sea  trout  angling 
on  Loch  More,  and  brown  trout  on  Loch  Shin.  &c.  On  Monday, 
Dr.  Hallowes,  on  Loch  More,  had  nine  sea  trout  averaging  lib. 
each. — B. 

Shiel  Loch. — From  Aug.  3 to  Aug.  7.  Capt.  Hector.  Dr 
Hector,  and  Mr.  Preston,  landed  some  711b.  of  salmon  and  grilse. 

Shiel  River. — From  Aug.  3 to  Aug.  6,  Capt.  Graeme  and 
Mr.  Stone  had  fair  sport,  their  score  being:  Salmon,  32£lb.; 
grilse,  Gl^lb. ; and  one  sea  trout,  41b.  The  largest  fish  was 
lGglb. 

South  of  Scotland. — Great  baskets  of  herling  have  been 
caught  in  the  Solway  rivers  since  last  week's  notes.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  waters  some  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Some  fine  sport  has  also  been  had  in  Hoddom  Castle  private 
water.  The  Galloway  rivers  have  not  yielded  much  sport  of  late, 
and  the  floods  have  somewhat  disturbed  any  sport  that  did  prevail. 
Fair  angling  has  been  bad  of  late  on  the  rivers  in  Ayrshire,  the 
best  baskets  having  been  obtained  with  tbe  worm  in  tbe  river3  of 
the  Glengarnock  district.  On  Lochs  Doon  and  Finlas  the  baskets 
have  been  of  a fair  average.  It  is  believed  that  the  best  part  of 
the  season  has  gone  for  yellow  trout  fishing  on  the  Ayrshire  lochs, 
only  another  spell  of  hot  weather  would  improve  matters  again. 
The  weather  all  over  the  district  is  unsettled. — Hkatherbell. 

Spey.— It  was  unfortunate  that  no  sooner  had  sport  shewn  an 
improvement  iban  heavy  rainfalls  should  have  taken  place, 
causing  the  rivers  to  be  in  flood,  and  so  spoiling  chances  of  sport 
until  the  water  recedes.  On  Monday,  on  the  Aikenway  water,  Mr. 
Gordon  Cumming,  of  Drummuir.  killed  two  fine  newly-run 
salmon  of  12§lb.  and  51b  ; and  on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr. 
McKinnon,  gamekeeper,  killed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  51b.  This  is 
the  first  sport  on  these  reaches  for  some  time.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  &c.— Broken  and  unsettled  weather  has  been  tbe 
order  of  tilings  on  the  borders  since  my  last  notes.  On  Friday 
morning  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  were  running  “ deep  and  red,’’ 
and  the  gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  marked  a rise  of  fully  four  feet. 
This  opportune  flood  was  much  desired  by  anglers,  as  sport  in 
the  past  had  not  been  of  much  account,  owing  to  the  smallness  of 
the  rivers,  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  getting  pretty  well 
over-grown  with  weeds,  foul-bottomed,  and  needed  a thorough 
scouring  to  sweeten  them  up— this,  they  have  therefore  got,  and 
although  takes  have  not  been  extra  large,  still  they  have  improved. 
— Maxwhkel. 

West  Water  and  North.  Esk  (Edzell,  Forfarshire, 

N.B.). — North  Esk  is  in  first-class  condition  for  sea  trout  fishing, 
and  every  appearance  of  continuing  for  some  time,  being  dark; 
sea  trout  flies  being  the  best.  The  North  Esk  and  West  Water 
(which  is  free  to  all)  never  were  known  to  be  so  full  of  sea  trout. 
Messrs.  McKenzie,  Montrose,  report  sport  as  follows — viz. : 
Aug.  G,  four  sea  trout,  from  l£lb.  to  fully  21b.  each;  three  dozen 
yellow  trout,  lj|lb.  Aug.  7.  six  sea  trout  and  two  and  a half  dozen 
yellow  trout.  Aug.  H,  Mr.  Kidd,  Edzell,  one  sea  trout,  2£lb. 
Others  having  been  out  have  got  sea  trout  over  lib. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch.  — Since  reporting  last  week  weather  has 
improved  for  angling,  and  there  is  an  increase  of  the  salmon  take. 
To-day  s very  wet,  and  by  all  appearance  we  will  have  another 
flood.— Walter  Blackadder. 

Connaught  Rivers. — The  Corrib  is  in  fair  trim  considering 
the  quantity  of  rain  that  has  fallen  recently.  Since  last  report 
Capt.  Dennis,  R.A.,  killed  seven  salmon  and  peal;  Mr.  Duff,  one 
salmon,  101b. ; Commander  Law,  R.N.,  four  fish;  Mr.  O'Flaherty, 
three  fish;  Gen.  Gildea,  eight  salmon  and  peal;  Capt.  Costabadie, 
seven  salmon  and  peal ; Mr.  Swailes,  five;  Mr.  Head,  three;  Mr. 
G.  B.  T.  Moore,  one,  81b.;  Mr.  H.  G.  Moore,  two;  Mr.  Dhieller, 
two ; Mr.  Routledge,  five  salmon  and  peal. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been  good  at  both 
white  and  brown  trout.  This  water,  which  was  hitherto  free,  is 
now  preserved,  and  no  angler  can  go  out  without  permission 
from  the  owners.  A charge  of  5s.  a day  is  now  made  for  each 
rod.— T.  J.  D. 

Erne. — Some  capital  sport  has  been  obtained  by  the  following 
anglers:  Messrs.  J.  Arkeoll,  H.  Seton-Karr,  M.P.,  T.  B.  Gabriel, 
F.  Brown,  S.  Thomas,  H.  Stubbs,  R.  Crawford,  A.  Oakshott, 
Col.  Justice,  Gen.  Dickens,  and  Capt.  Barry.  Amongst  Mr.  H. 
Seton-Karrs’  take  were  two  fish  weighing  over  201b.  each,  and  Mr. 
Oaiishott  had  a 2G-pounder  and  a 21-pounder.  Good  sport  was 
also  obtained  on  the  Marquis  of  Ely's  portion  of  the  river  by  Mrs. 
J.  Johnston,  Mr.  W.  Carson,  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  C.S.,and  Capt.  Jajoe. 
Peveral  good  trout  have  also  been  taken  during  the  past  few  days. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Saverty  had  a splendid  fish  of  51b.,  and  several  others 
weighing  from  21b.  to  4£1  b.  were  taken  by  local  anglers. — M. 
Rogan. 

Lough.  Melvin. — Trout  fishing  is  now  very  good,  and  capital 
sport  is  being  had.— M.  ROGAN. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Very  unsettled  weather 
during  the  past  week,  heavy  storms  and  rain,  leaving  the  waters 
unlit  for  angling.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  are  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  Messrs.  Johnson,  Scroope,  Henage,  Burrell,  and 
Captain  Agnew.  Some  nice  baskets  of  sea  trout  have  been  got  in 
the  tidal  water  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  ranging  from 


seven  to  a dozen  fish  averaging  over  11b.  each.  Poor  trout  on  the 
loughs  owing  to  the  weather.  The  weirs  and  all  nets  on  the  upper 
or  non-tirlal  portion  of  the  river  are  taken  off  for  the  season  since 
the  1st  inst.,  and  the  netting  on  the  tidal  part  of  the  river  will  end 
at  G a.m.  on  Aug.  11,  Salmon  and  sea  trout  will  have  a free  run, 
and  anglers  should  do  well  for  the  next  six  weeks.  A fine  pike 
was  killed  in  Lough  Guilin  a few  days  ago  by  Dr.  Jee.  The  fish 
was  taken  with  natural  bait  between  Pontoon  Bridge  and  the 
Barracks.  It  weighed  over  301b. — Frank  Hearns. 

Rosses  (co.  Donegal).— Since  last  report  white  trout 
fishing  was  excellent.  Messrs.  Coffey  and  Scott  killed  twelve 
fish,  heaviest  2£lb.,  on  Meenlicknalore  Lake;  Dr.  Carter,  on 
Tully  and  Dungloe  Lakes,  bagged  nine  each  day,  heaviest  21b. ; 
and  on  Dungloe  Lake.  General  Warren  creeled  a trout,  which 
scaled  5§lb. ; and  Mr.  Stevens,  on  Tully  Lake,  had  another,  4£lb. 
— J.  B. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— Angling  for  the  past  week  on  the  Strule 
and  Mourne  was  excellent.  On  the  Newtonstewart  sections  the 
most  successful  anglers  were  Mr.  McGirr,  Major  Rowley,  Rev.  Mr. 
Percival,  Mr.  P.  Methers,  and  Mr.  Jones.  Trouting  is  practically 
over  on  these  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 


Hepatts  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Benting 
and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  Aug.  13,  at  8.30,  and  the  general  committee  at  9.30. — B. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  Uist  (Eastern  District 
No.  2).— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  at 
the  Wenlock  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road;  date  not  yet  to  hand. — F. 
Thoklino. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  5s.  7Jd.,  collected 
at  the  visit  to  the  St.  Luke's  Angling  Society. — B.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  (October  Competition). — 
I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks,  a prize  from  G.  Little  and  Co., 
Haymarket,  W.C.,  and  also  promises  of  prizes  from  the  following : 
Messrs.  Hearder  and  Son,  Plymouth  (fishing  tackle),  H.  Dun- 
hill,  Euston-road,  East  India  cane  rod,  value  £1  Is. ; Bostonian 
Angling  Society,  cruet ; Bose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  prize 
value  d Is.;  Campbell  United,  cruet;  Mr.  Brett,  fishing  bog. 
Several  gentlemen  from  various  societies  were  duly  added  to  the 
committee.  Other  news,  <fcc.,  see  next  week's  FiahinJ  Gazette. — 
B.  Abrahams,  hon.  sec. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society  (President— Albert  Chevalier). 
— Since  my  last  report  the  following  members  have  weighed-in 
some  nice  shows  of  roach,  bream,  and  dace:  Messrs.  Warde, 
Barnes,  and  Bryant.  For  our  two  days’  competition  on  the  5tli 
and  6th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant,  who  weighed-in  on  the  5th,  took 
first  prize,  with  221b.  12§oz.  bream  and  tench,  and  Mr.  F.  Barnes, 
second,  with  111b.  13oz.  bream.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  E.  A.  Enever 
weighed-in,  61b.  6Joz.,  roach  and  bream  (largest  roach,  lib.  9Aoz., 
which  has  been  sent  for  preservation),  and  took  third  prize. 
Messrs.  Tottem,  Davies,  and  Warde  also  weighed-in  some  nice 
shows  of  roach  and  bream.  The  specimen  roach  caught  by 
Messrs.  E.  A.  Enever  and  W.  H.  Bryant  are  now  in  the  club- 
room.— W.  H.  B. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — The 

under-mentioned  members  weighed-in  on  the  5th  and  6th : Messrs. 
It.  Challen,  roach.  6lb.  5oz. ; Carey,  141b.  SJoz.,  bream,  dace,  and 
roach,  largest  bream  21b.  j[oz. ; B.  Abrahams,  jack  and  roach;  H. 
Challen,  roach,  41b.  4Joz  , largest  roach  lib.  4Joz.  The  Langley 
pegged  down  match  takes  place  on  Aug.  12,  in  the  Tank  Pond. 
Messrs.  H.  and  E.  Challen  and  Mr.  Bridge  to  peg  out  the 
swims.  All  to  leave  by  the  8.13  a.m.,  or  any  subsequent  trams. — 
B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society.— On  July  29  we  fished  our  roving 
match  at  Windsor,  the  five  prizes  being  taken  in  the  following 
order : S.  Cutbush,  G.  Marriott,  O.  Belcher,  W.  Hall,  and  J.  Scott. 
Mr.  S.  Masters  also  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from  the  Lea 
(largest  dace  8oz  ).  On  Aug.  5 the  following  weighed-in;  S. 
Cutbush,  roach  and  gudgeon:  W.  Hopping,  roach  and  dace ; W. 
Hall,  sen.,  roach  and  dace;  J.  W.  Hall,  jan.,  roach. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society.— On  Monday 
last  Mr.  Lovett  weighed-in  18 Jib.  of  roach  and  bream,  two  days’ 
take;  Mr.  Dixon  also  had  a fine  show  of  roach,  bream,  and 
barbel.  On  Aug.  19  we  fish  our  return  match  with  the  Battersea 
Friendlies  at  Woldng.  Our  next  club  match  is  fixed  for  Aug.  20 
at  Walton  ; roving;  jack  barred. — J.  Bich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society.— We  il-li  at 
King'B  Langley  for  four  prizes  on  August  19.  The  brakes  will 
start  from  club  house  at  6.0  a.m.  sharp.  Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  August  26  by  brake  from  club  house.  On  July  29, 
Mr.  Lambarth  had  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Hutchings,  jack; 
and  Mr.  Windles,  roach  (taking  a prize  in  C.  D.  U.  prize  outing). 
Several  of  our  members  have  had  good  lakes  of  fish  during  the 
holidays.  I should  take  it  as  a great  favour  if  secretaries  would 
kindly  forward  on  to  me  cash  or  books,  re  " Irvin  s Benefit,’  as  it 
will  have  to  be  brought  to  a close.  A brake  outing  is  arranged 
for  September. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  — Wc  fish  our 
monthly  outing  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  12,  for  which  there  are  four 
prizes;  also  on  Wednesday  night  we  arranged  to  fish  our  punt 
match  at  Twickenham,  on  Aug.  19,  for  four  prizes  for  working 
members,  and  two  for  honorary  members.  Will  visitors  and 
friends  who  intend  to  compete  in  this  match  kindly  let  me  know 
not  later  than  Wednesday  evening  next,  so  that  I may  make 
arrangements  for  punts,  &c.  V And  I hope  members  will  turn  up 
in  force  next  meeting  night. — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.— The  members  of 
this  club  fished  a match  on  the  5th  and  Gth,  two  days  roving, 
with  the  following  result:  A.  Degonge,  first,  Chas.  Wasted, 
second;  W.  Hersant.  third;  Edgeley,  fourth;  A.  Hailwood,  fifth; 
Martin,  sixth;  Cox,  seventh;  A.  Dodd,  eighth.  Mr.  Dejonge, 
who  fished  at  Weybridge,  had  a bream  over  31b.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  give  names  for  supper 
competition  with  Amicable  Excelsior  A.S.  on  Aug.  19.— G. 
Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Several  of 
our  members  where  out  on  the  5th  and  6th,  but  did  not  meet  with 
very  great  success,  the  best  take  being  that  of  Mr.  J.  Warman, 
12Jlb.,  including  two  roach  of  111).  Uoz.  and  lib.  9oz.  respectively; 
and  Mr.  B.  Smith  a bream  of  51b.  3Joz. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society.— Since  my  last  report,  the 
following  gentlemen  have  weighed-in : Mr.  Down,  a good  show  of 
roach  .and  bream,  2l)lb. ; Mr.  Foster,  roach,  one  over2lb. ; Mr. 
Cooper,  roach;  Mr.  Whiley,  roach;  Mr.  Barkor,  roach;  and 
Mr.  Somerville,  roach.  Will  members  please  attend  in  good 
force  on  Wednesday  next,  as  we  wish  to  deckle  where  to  fish  our 
monthly  outing.  At  our  outing  at  Wateringbury  the  following 
took  the  prizes;  Mr.  Foster,  first;  Mr.  Boezler,  second;  Mr.  W. 
Aaron,  third ; Mr.  Wheelhouse,  fourth;  aud  Mr.  Herbert,  fifth ; 
other  members  also  had  fish. — J.  W iieklhouse. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  July  29,  Messrs 
Jennings  and  Lawson  exhibited  some  very  handsomo  trays  of 
fish  taken  by  them,  Mr.  J.  Jennings  leading  with  a roach  of 
2ib.  3oz.,  and  nine  fish  averaging  about  lib.  7oz.,  and  a tench  of 
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».  9Jozm  and  Jive 
;ioz. ; Mr.  Balck, 
i;  Mr.  J.  I loan*, 
)ur  next  outing 


Vlb.  fljoz.  ; Mr.  Liiwhoii,  vvllli  licavloHt  roach.  I 
Ush  averaging  111*.  •'><>/..  each,  hIho  a.  touch  of  2lb 
two  trout ; Mr.  Ward,  rudd ; Mr.  llundell,  hreti 
roach,  houvlcHt  I Ih.  6$oz. : Mr.  Lambo,  roach, 
will  lin  to  Amlieiirv  on  September  1(1.  10n.  (id.  hus  been  voted 
from  t.lio  fimilH  iik  n prize  In  llio  oonipetitlon  to  b<;  hold  In 
October  at  WlndHor,  In  aid  of  tlio  A.  II.  S.  .1.  II. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling'  Society.  -On  Aug.  « wo 
had  Bonn1  IIiionIiowh  of  IIhIi  by  the  following:  Mokdi'h.T.  Watkins, 
bream  ami  roach;  II.  ISisseM,  bream  and  roach,  heaviest  roach 
llh.  6oz.  ; II.  Ins's,  hr  cam  and  roach:  0.  Purmontor,  roach,  porch, 
dace,  pike;  T.  llawks,  roach;  A.  Thompson,  bream;  C.  liarl, 
roach,  perch,  daoo ; J.  Kundoll,  bream ; K.  i’apworth,  bream  and 
roach;  I Tlmson,  hream.  Wo  llsh  a peg-down  match  on  Aug.  Ill 
at  Dagenham  Lake;  one  rod  only;  ail  sizeable  fish  to  weigh.  A 
brake  will  start  from  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday,  tho  18th  Inst.,  at 
II. .‘ih  p.m.,  returning  front  Dagenham  on  Sunday,  ill  (1.80  p.m. 
Members  or  friends  intending  going  by  brake  please  sond  in 
names  b.v  Tuesday  next  : return  litre  Is.  lid. 

Camden  Angling  Society. — The  following  mombors 
weighed  in  llsh  during  the  holidays.  Mr.  White,  roach;  Mr. 
Marshall,  roach ; MV.  Spotlight,  roach  ; Mr.  ( 'riteher,  bream  and 
ro&cli ; Mr.  Fitter,  roach;  Mr  Antey,  bream  and  roach.  Several 
other  members  were  out  but  did  not  weigh-in.  E.  T.  Wiiitb. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.  Most  of  our  members 
were  out  during  the  holidays,  the  results  being  a nice  show  of 
llsh,  Mr.  (I.  Howell  weighing-in  201b.  noz.  of  bream,  and  Mr.  J. 

1 1 Hoy  Ihlh.  I2oz.  of  bream  and  roach.  Other  members  had 
smaller  catches.  Several  others  had  nice  shows  of  llsh.  but 
wore  too  late  lo  weigh-in.  Mr.  J.  Itilcy  wciglied-in  a nice  show 
of  bream  on  tho  8th  Inst. — 0.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— Tho, 
monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  bo  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane.  Covent  Harden,  on  Monday  next,  13th  inst..  at 
!l  p.m. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society.— On 

the  (lilt  inst.  It.  Oat  brecht  weighed  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  51b.  fi^oz. 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  (J.D.V.L.  will  take  place  at  the  above 
society  on  Monday.  Aug.  27,  when  we  hope  lo  be  well  supported 
on  this  occasion  Secretaries  please  take  notice  to  prevent  clash- 
ing with  any  oilier  visit. — J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Club.— As  the  result  of  our 
two  days  competition  we  have  awarded  the  first  prize  to  Mr.  T 
(Hosier  for  a fine  show  of  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Horkins,  second 
prize,  and  Mr.  B.  Pryor  takes  the  third. — N.  L. 

Glerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— A visit  on 
the  above  was  paid  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society  on 
Thursday,  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Funnel]  in  the  chair,  fifteen  clubs  sent 
representatives.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  City  of  London  and 
Bising  Sun  Angling  Society,  Held  at  the  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College- 
street,  Thaines-street;  date  latter  on.  The  St.  Luke's  Angling 
Society  has  joined  the  visiting  list.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.— On  Aug.  5 and  C last  our 
members  were  out  for  three  prizes  (open)  and  one  special  prize 
(Maldon  only),  the  winners  being  Mr.  White,  first,  with  a nice 
show  of  roach  and  bream,  weighing  171b.  llloz.  ; Mr.  Gudgeon, 
second ; and  Mr.  Wilks,  third;  Mr.  Wilks  also  taking  the  special 
prize.  Messrs.  Buiton,  Pound,  and  Mailett  also  weighed-in.  Will 
members  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next  Aug.  14 ; special  business. 

Crown  r:id  Buckland  Angling  Society.— Our  return 
visit,  was  f irly  attended  considering  the  short  notice;  Mr.  C. 
Funnell  o . upied  the  chair,  faced  by  Air.  A.  Burwash.  The  follow- 
ing contributed  to  the  harmony:  Messrs.  Funnell,  Burwash, 
Sherwood,  Chester,  Willeockson,  Shorling,  Leamar.  Streetcb 
Martin,  Alurrell,  Herbert,  Shoebridge,  Kelly,  ,Vc.  Fifteen  clubs 
answered  the  roll-call.  Our  next  day’s  outing  will  take  place  at 
Cheshunt  on  Aug.  12  for  several  prizes,  also  thefe  is  one  for  the 
month.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Wednesday  to 
make  final  arrangements  for  the  brake  outing  on  Aug.  2G. — W H 
Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.— On  Aug.  3 most  of  my  mem- 
bers were  out.  but  Mr.  Mansfield  was  the  only  one  to  weigh-in. 
he  haviDg  some  nice  roach.  On  Alonday,  the  4th,  Messrs.  Poore, 
Parram,  Pocock,Midson,  Malby.and  Robinson  had  a very  fine  show 
of  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  rudd.  On  Tuesday,  the  5th,  Alessrs. 
Pocock,  A.  Lloyd,  and  Webber  showed  some  very  fine  roach, 
some  of  them  scaling  21b.  On  Monday,  the  4th,  one  of  my 
members  left  his  mackintosh  on  Hackney  Downs  Station.  He 
travelled  by  the  8.18  to  Broxbourne.  If  any  brother  angler  has 
found  the  same,  please  communicate  with  me,  and  oblige  — S 
Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society.  — Mr.  Smart  has  shown  some 
capital  bream  from  the  Ouse,  several  fish  weighing  nearly  41b. 
Mr.  Ashmore  has  had  a nice  lot  of  roach  and  bream  from 
Amberley,  largest  roach  lib.  14oz.  Messrs.  Burnett,  Collier, 
Miles,  and  Dunford  also  some  good  roach  anil  dace  ;rom  the  Lea’ 
— J.  G.  Dr  eh. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society.— At  our  last  meeting  four 
new  members  were  elected.  Messrs.  Frampton,  Watenvorth, 
Bruce,  and  Matthews  weighed-in  a splendid  Jot  of  roach  from  the 
Wandle  last  week.  The  latter  member  also  weighed-in  a nice 
carp  of  nearly  41b.  from  the  Wandle.  It  has  been  sent  for 
preservation.  An  outing  will  take  place  on  Aug.  12  at  Brox- 
bourne.— Bruce  and  Frampton. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.— On  Aug.  5 we  had  a nice 
show  of  fish  at  the  above  club.  Mr.  McPhesay,  dace,  41b.  14oz. 
(three  going  over  |lb.  each);  Mr.  Bencher,  roach,  31b.  lltoz.  ; 
Mr.  Jones,  31b  9|oz.  roach;  Mr.  Balaam,  roach.  31b.  8oz.  Mr. 
Claridgc  was  the  fortunate  winner  of  the  fortnightly  prize,  with 
a jack  of  31b.  ljoz.  Messrs.  Masters,  Warwick,  Kil'ick,  and 
others  had  fish.  We  have  six  prizes  to  fish  for  on  Aug.  12,  in  the 
pegged-down  match  at  Wade's  Mill.  Members  start  by  signal  at 
ten  o clock,  and  show  fish  at  5.45  o’clock. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in,  Mr.  Lane,  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  Stanhope, 
loach,  perch,  and  dace;  .Mr.  Mendham,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Talbot,  roach;  and  Mr.  Oliver,  roach. — Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society.— The  members  of  the 
above  club  entered  the  (lerkrnwell  competition  on  the  29th  inst. 
and  had  some  very  fair  lakes  of  Ush,  Mr.  Whitebread  being  first 
with  (ilb.  12oz.,  Mr.  Willard  third  witli  31b.,  anil  Mr.  Vanhegan 
lourth  with  III*.  l-.uz.  Mr.  [fill  also  hail  some  fine  fish  weighing 
over  711*.  Last  Sunday  the  members  had  some  good  sport  at 
Amberley,  Mr.  Vanhegan  and  Mr.  Hill  weighing  in  some  fine 
bream  and  roach  over  141b. — G.  p. 

Globe  Angling  Society.— We  bail  a splendid  show  of  llsh 
on  Monday  last,  when  we  fished  for  two  prizes.  Mr.  Coleman 
fit-Bl,  Willi  **iiib  . 5911).  of  wliieb  were  roach  (twenty-four  llsh)’ 
weighing  individually  21b.  /Joz.,  2ib.  loz.,  lib.  I7,i0z  lib  I loz 
lib.  IBjjoz.,  11H.  KJjjoz  ,11b.  12*joz.,  11b.  12ti*z.,  lib.  ll^oz.,llb.'lUoz'.’ 


lib  lljoz.,  111).  1 1 oz. , 111, 
III).  . Hi).  •Vjoz.,  Ilb. 

lib.  IJoz.,  and  III,,  loz  , HI 
and  rudd,  one  llsh  HI,.  2o 
with  roach  anil  bream,  i 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  W. 
Thomas,  Kills.  Cub 
J.  Vale,  making  I lie  total 


I loz.,  Ilb.  JOjoz.,  lib.  iijoz.,  Ilb.  Hoz., 
5jo/„.  Ilb.  5}oz.,  lilt.  Ijoz.,  lib  4Joz., 
« total  itolttg  made  up  with  Jock,  perch, 
/ Mr.  Holmes  took  tho  second  prize 
lb.  9oz.,  ouo  bream  Mb.  Ojjoz  AIhu 
Lawrence,  W.  Balldhurn,  jun.,  D. 
,rii,  (1.  Ballentyno,  (J.  Htehblngs,  and 
'll,. — W.  Lawrence. 


Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.— Only  a few  of  our 

mombors  have  brought  up  any  fish.  Mr.  Brewer  had  two  nice 
barbel  and  Mr.  Fowler  some  nice  dace,  several  going  over  Doss., 
while  Mr.  A.  Crow  had  bream  and  Mr.  James  carp.  Tuesday  was 
quarterly  ulglit,  and  it  was  decided  that  tho  meeting  should  he, 
adjourned  to  'I  uesday,  Aug.  14.  when  lines  for  non-attendance  will 
be  strictly  in  forced.— John  Goati.ky. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— On  Tuesday,  July  31, 
thpre  was  a large  number  of  friends  to  support  our  respected 
member,  Mr.  Frank  Grey,  in  his  appeal,  and  I think  it  was  highly 
successful.  Just  on  III 20  was  collected,  and  several  sheets  have 
yet  to  come  in;  anti  I hope  those  gentlemen  who  have  sheets  will 
semi  them  in  ns  soon  as  possible.  Our  twenty-lbird  animal 
dinner  takes  place  oil  Aug.  19.  I sincerely  hope  all  will  endeavour 
to  make  it  a big  success  now  that  tho  date  has  been  altered  to 
suit  the  members.  Mr.  W.  II.  Beckett  will  preside  on  this  oeea- 
sion.  Dinner  at  2.30  in  Mr.  Teale’s  new  hall.  Frequent  trains 
will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House.  1 hope  to  bcc  a 
large  number  present  on  the  occasion. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was 
held  on  the  2nd  inst.  Mr.  .1.  II.  Rich  was  voted  in  the  chuir.  The 
. minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  Mr.  J. 
Bryant  was  nominated  an  active  member,  and  will  be  balloted  for 
next  meeting  night,  viz.,  loth  inst.  Mr.  Bryant  promised  a half 
guinea  lor  the  heaviest  dace  caught  during  the  season.  Mr. 
Wright  weighed-in  same  evening  31b.  lljoz.  of  roach,  Ac.  Mr.  .1. 
H.  li ich,  on  the 7tli  inst.,  brought  home  from  the  River  Ouse,  near 
Huntingdon,  191b.  3oz.  of  very  fine  roach,  several  of  which 
sealed  over  lib.  each.— W.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society.— We  fish  a peg-down 
match  on  Aug.  12  at  Hatfield  Peverel.  All  to  start  on  the  morning. 
On  the  6th  Mr.  F.  Hudson  weighed-in  111b.  9oz.  of  roach,  and 
jack  lib.  14oz. ; J.  Grand  also  had  some  roach,  but  did  not  weigh 
them.— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On 

Aug.  5 we  had  a very  poor  show  of  fish.  Messrs.  C.  Watling,  J. 
Osborne,  C.  Large,  and  J.  Cartwright  only  weighed-in,  C.  Large 
having  a roach  lib.  9oz. ; C.  Watling,  two,  weighing  respectively 
lib.  3^oz.  and  lib.  2§oz.  On  the  10th  inst.  we  had  a special  com- 
petition at  the  Welsh  Harp  for  five  prizes. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Great  Yarmouth  Fiscatorial  Society.— on  the  2nd 
inst,,  at  Fritton,  this  nourishing  society  held  its  fourth  match  of 
the  season.  Twenty-three  members  weighed-in  1081b.,  which, 
taking  the  weather  into  consideration,  was  fairly  good.  Two 
prizes  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Budds  and  Millington,  and  two 
by  the  society  ; and  the  winners  were  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Steward , 
Sacret.  and  Cliasteney.  The  last  of  the  trial  matches  for  the 
Foulsham  Challenge  Cup  will  be  fished  at  Ormesby  on  thelGth 
inst.:  Mr.  Walter  Lowne  was  the  umpire. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  — Since  my  last  report  our 
members  have  been  having  good  sport,  viz. : Mr.  G.  West,  bream 
and  rudd  (the  heaviest  rudd  lib.  9oz.);  Mr.  Scholefleld,  bream ; 
Mr.  Jagels,  roach  and  tench;  Mr.  Price,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr. 
Rutherford,  a fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  grayling;  Mr.  J. 
Gherling,  some  excellent  barbel  and  dace  from  the  Thames 
(largest  dace,  ll^oz.).  An  outing  is  arranged  for  Aug.  19  to 
Chelmsford.  Members  please  note. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — The  annual  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Aug.  14. 
Members  who  have  offered  prizes  and  not  yet  sent  them  in,  will 
oblige  by  doing  so  not  later  than  Monday  next. — R.  Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  following 
showed  fish  on  Aug.  5:  Messrs.  J.  H.  Herbert,  roach  and  bream 
(largest  hream  31b.);  G-.  Holder,  tench  (largest  21b.);  Barker, 
roach  (largest  lib.  loz.);  J.  Herbert,  Prussian  carp,.  We  met 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  one  new  member  was  elected  as  honorary 
Other  members  were  out  and  had  fish,  but  did  not  show  them.— 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members  will 

compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Aug.  12.  Competitors  may 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred)  for  these 
prizes.  There  are  also  two  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  15,  same  conditions  as  the  Sunday  prizes  men- 
tioned above.  This  notice  should  have  appeared  in  last  week's 
issue  of  this  paper,  but  owing  to  the  early  publication  the  Editor 
did  not  receive  it  in  time  for  insertion.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society. — Our  next  prize  competition 
will  take  jilace  on  the  26th  inst.  Mr.  W.  W.  Comerford  had  a 
capital  take  of  jack,  perch,  and  dace,  on  Bank  Holiday,  from  the 
River  Wey,  largest  jack,  6flb.— W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association.— Mr.  C.  E. 
Lock  hud  another  good  take  of  barbel,  bream,  and  roach  from  the 
Thames  bank  of  201b.  Mr.  G.  Stevens,  121b.  of  barbel  from  Ted- 
dington.  Our  president  had  141b.  of  good  roach  on  the  4th  inst. — 
S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Aug.  5 the  following 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  Muscatell,  roach  and  bream  (one  roach 
lib.  5oz. ):  White,  roach  and  chub  ; Richardson,  roach  (one  fish 
lib.  4Joz.).  On  Monday : Messrs.  Nelson,  roach  ; Barnes,  bream 
and  roach ; Watling,  roach ; Palmer,  roach  and  gudgeon ; 
Webster,  roach  and  dace;  and  Hitchins,  roach.  Our  members 
intend  paying  a complimentary  visit  to  the  Mitre  A.S.  on  Aug.  27, 
when  I hope  other  clubs  will  do  their  best  to  assist  us  — W 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — Our  treasurer,  Mr.  I 
A.  U.  Hughes,  was  successful  on  Bank  Holiday  in  taking  from  | 
the  reservoir  we  rent  near  Ruabon  a splendid  Loch  Leven  trout 
weighing  41b.  5oz.  The  fish  was  beautifully  marked  and  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  and  we  have  put  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  !i.  Cox 
to  be  set  up  for  the  club-room.  Mr.  Hughes  was  somewhat 
handicapped,  being  in  the  punt,  and  it  took  him  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  to  land  his  pri^e.  Some  fine  earp,  ranging  from  51b.  to 
lolb.,  have  been  got  during  the  last  fortnight  from  neighbouring 
ponds,  and  the  park  lakes  are  yielding  some  very  good  fish  of  j 
various  kinds.  Our  Knowsley  water  is  not  fishing  well  just  now, 
though  plenty  ot  fish  can  be  got,  but  the  better  sort  seem  to  have  I 
gone  on  their  holidays.— Ru.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling*  Association.— It  is 
most  important  that  members  should  attend  the  meeting  on  ' 
Monday  next,  at  there  is  a lot  of  business  to  be  done. — James  I 
Reynolds. 

North  London  Angling*  Society.— Mr.  W.  Stretch  had 
a good  show  of  llsh  on  the  29th  ult.  Ho  also  managed  to  take 


second  prize  in  the  Glerkenwell  and  District  competition  at 
Amberley.  We  hud  u good  show  on  Monday  last;  Mr.  Hoyle. 

! with  291b.  I Joz.  of  bream  and  roach;  Messrs.  Jocelyn,  Hay  cm.  and 
i W.  Stretch  also  weighed-in  Home  very  nice  roach  and  dace, — 
■ Guko. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society.— On  Aug. 
alth ough several  of  our  members  were  out,  Mr.  James  Bygruvo 
was  tho  only  one  who  weighed-in — two  tench  and  three  roach, 
HJb.  9oz.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central  List  takes  place  on  Monday, 
j Aug.  20.  Those  who  have  not  received  the  usual  notice  will 
I kindly  ueccpt  this  an  sueh. — J.  Cl/TIJJJJZBT. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  —On  Aug.  12 
j we  llsh  a pegged-down  match  for  seven  prizes  at.  Dagenham  Lake. 

, '1  ho  brake  will  leave  the  clubhouse  at  12.30  midnight.  On 
Aug,  19  our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  George  tho 
I I4 ourtb,  Great  Amwell,  Wjfre,  Herl  ■.  All  members  wishing  to 
! attend  must  give  in  their  names  by  the  10th. — K.  B ROCKETT. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Our  match  at 
Amberley  on  Aug.  5 resulted  in  only  three  prizes  being  taken,  Mr. 
Gibbs  being  first,  Mr.  Etberington  second,  and  Mr.  Gardham 
j third.  1 hree  prizes  are  still  lef  t over.  The  monthly  prize  was 
I won  by  Mr.  Ethcrlngton,  Mr.  RoyaJ  taking  specimen  prize.  A 
special  rncetiDg  is  called  for  Aug.  22,  when  I hope  to  see  all 
members  present,  as  there  is  some  important  business  to  get 
through.  Members  can  go  where  they  like  on  Aug.  12. — G. 
ETH  ERf  NOTON. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society  -On  July  29  J Gay 

weighed-in  51b.  2oz.  of  good  roach.  Several  other  members  had 
fish,  but  unfortunately  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  On  Aug.  5 we 
had  a good  show  of  roaeh  and  perch.  Messrs.  J.  Gay,  71b.  5oz.  of 
good  roach  and  perch  ; S.  Silverton.  51b.  lO^oz.  of  roach,  largest 
fish  Ilb.  2Joz. ; T.  Tozer,  51b.  2oz.  ; Tanmer,  roach  and  perch;  G. 
Ayliffe,  roach. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society. — On  Aug.  5 and  0 we  had  a 

handsome  show  of  jack,  tench,  carp,  roach,  bream,  dace,  and 
gudgeon,  when  guinea  prizes,  and  several  club  prizes,  were 
angled  for  and  won,  first  honours  going  to  Mr.  C.  Chapman,  with 
about  301b.  lench  and  roach,  winning  two  prizes  with  specimen 
roach,  Mr.  A.  Chapman  coming  second  with  a pretty  show  of 
specimen  jack  and  tench.  Mr.  Harry  Morgan  third,  with  a hand- 
some tray  of  roach;  Mr.  Mares,  fourth:  Mr.  Keiller,  fifth; 
Messrs.  Bouffler,  Boxall,  Kirby,  J.  Carr.  Francis,  and  several 
others  contributing.  Several  more  prizes  were  given  to  be  angled 
for  during  this  month  ; all  members  please  attend  to  decide  where 
they  are  to  be  fished  for. — W.  Elbourn. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials. — We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on 
Bank  Holiday,  by  the  following  members  : Messrs.  Brett,  bream, 
chub,  roach,  and  perch;  Butterworth,  tench  and  perch  (largest 
perch,  lib.  7oz.);  and  Edwards,  roach.— C.  H.  S. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society.  — Most  of  our 
members  were  out  on  July  29,  and  had  fairly  good  sport:  Mr. 
Hugkulstone,  bream;  G.  and  J.  Rickwood,  roach  and  bream; 
and  P.  Cooms,  tench.  We  have  a long  list  of  prizes  to  fish  for; 
one,  a handsome  prize  from  Messrs.  Watney  and  Co.,  brewers  ; 
another  from  Mr.  Baker  : and  a fishing  bag  from  Mr.  Barnett, 
and  one  from  Mr.  Shaw  (H.M.).  We  make  two  members,  and 
two  more  are  proposed  this  week.  A peg-down  match  will  take 
place  on  Aug.  12,  at  Langley  Pound,  when  four  prizes  will  be 
fished  for.  On  Ang.  5 our  members  took  some  roach  and  hream. 
Among  the  best  takes  were  those  of  Messrs.  Briggs,  Payne, 
Hugkulstone,  Coombs.  Rickwood,  and  Holland.— R.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society. — On  the  8th  inst.,  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Holder,  Webber,  Payne,  Shury, 
Gibbons,  Harris,  jun.,  Hughes,  sen.,  Hughes,  jun.,  and  Rattilon. 
On  Aug.  15  we  take  a return  visit  on  the  western  district.  All 
clubs  that  have  not  received  notice  kindly  take  this  as  an  invita- 
tion. Last  meeting  night  we  elected  two  more  working  members 
and  two  others  were  proposed.  Messrs.  Shury  and  Rattilon 
have  added  to  our  list  of  prizes.— J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society. — On  the  0th  and  7th  inst. 
the  following  weighed-in : Messrs.  J.  Yoe,  a very  nice  show  of 
roach  ; Halsford,  roach  and  perch:  Day,  roach  and  dace;  Jones, 
roach  ; and  G.  Yoe,  roaeh  and  perch.  Other  members  had  fish, 
but  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.— F.  P. 

St.  Alban  s and  Excelsior  United. — We  had  a fair  show 
of  fish  on  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  A.  Lambert  had  roach  from 
Wraysbury  and  Mr.  Sands  bream  from  the  Arun.  On  the  6th 
inst.  Mr.  J.  Leighton  weighed-in  81b.  bream  and  roach,  amongst 
the  latter  a fine  specimen  of  l^lb. ; Mr.  E.  Beale,  121b.  of  bream 
from  the  Ouse;  Mr.  F.  Burrage,  a specimen  tench  of  21b.  besides 
roach;  Mr.  Allan.  31b.  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames;  and,Mr. 
Turner,  bream.— Fras.  J.  Dale. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society. — The  eighteenth  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  the  26th  inst.  at  the  King's  Arms. 
Shefford,  near  Arlsey.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  head- 
quarters on  Wednesday  next  to  take  part  in  the  ballot  for  Mr.  E. 
Napier,  as  working  member. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas’  Angling  Society. — Only  a few  of  the  mem- 
bers went  out  on  Aug.  5 to  Amberley,  when  two  of  the  club  prizes 
were  taken.  We  visit  Amberley  on  Aug.  12  to  fish  for  the 
remainder  of  the  prizes.— G.  Morton. 

Serapis  Angling  Society.— Since  my  last  report  our 
members  have  weighed  in  fish  : Mr.  G.  Sully,  carp,  311b. ; A. 
Tilbury,  tench  and  rudd,  91b.  Hoz.  ; C.  Tilbury,  tench  and  rudd, 
81b.  6£oz.  ; J.  Edwards,  tench  and  rudd,  111b.  2^oz.  ; J.  Guyver 
tench  and  rudd,  181b.  3|oz.  (including  five  specimen  tench  from 
21b.  O^oz.  to  21b.  15|oz.  Friends  and  members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  who  think  of  taking  part  in  the 
launch  outing,  and  we  shall  have  a distribution  of  prizes  which  I 
am  sure  will  be  interesting  to  many.  A committee  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Monday  next  at  8.30. — J.  G.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  following 
members  weighed-in  during  the  August  Bank  Holiday : Messrs. 
Griffiths,  barbel,  131b.  12oz.,  one  fish  51b.  15£oz. ; Robins,  chub; 
E.  Wright,  roach  and  bream,  lib.  14^oz.,  one  roaeh  lib.  4Joz.;  C. 
Smith,  bream  and  roach.  31b.  3Joz.  ; S.  King,  bream  and  roach, 
-Ih-  5foz.  ; J.  Wright,  bream  and  roach,  51b.  4oz.;  North,  carp, 
bream,  and  roach,  1 1 lb.  lfoz.,  one  carp  31b.  12£oz. ; Petrie,  roach 
and  dace,  7lb.  4oz.  ; B.  Smith,  roach  and  jack,  lib.  12foz. ; Feven, 
bream;  0.  Holmes,  bream,  41b. ; Atkins,  roach. — C.  B.  Lumlev. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Piscatorials. 
— Wc  take  the  next  visit  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List  on 
Monday,  Aug.  20,  and  it,  will  be  held  at  the  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley, 
Warndon-street,  Eotherhithe  Now-road,  trams  from  the  Kent- 
road  and  Deptford  passing  the  threshold.  I feel  sure  we  can 
appeal  to  all  the  clubs  in  South  London  to  support  us  on  the 
occasion  of  our  “ Maiden  Visit. ’’  *We  llsh  a match  at  Pulborougli 
on  Aug.  1!)  for  two  half-guinea  prizes,  presented  by  Mr. 
Moore,  sen.,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith.  Mr.  J.  II.  Davies  weighed- 
in  during  the  holidays  about  41b.  bream,  roach,  dace,  and  perch. 


WIMBUDON  LAKE. 

PIKE  and  PEECH  FISHING 

(,'OMMKNC'KS 

12tli  A.UOTJST. 

Baits  can  ho  had  from  I he  kcojier. 


Jackson’s  Piscatorial  Depot. 

NOTTINGHAM  OUTFITS. 

Specialities  In  Rods,  Fast  Centro  Reels. 

Fure  Silk  Lines.  All  Home  Made. 

Ehtaiimhiiki)  over  «t)  Years. 

LOBWORMS,  2s.9d.  pel"  lOOOcasli. 

Ill  Halts  in  Henson.  Files  Dressed. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

IT  A PITT  TO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
11AUAL11&.  Soal’s  Fur.  I’ig’s  Wool. 

All  Colours  Guarantukd  Fast. 

George  Haynes,  6,  Western  Ter.,  Cork. 


James  w right, 

SPSOUSlON,  KELSO. 


n 


Kill  EST  A wards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 


Exhibition.  Salmon  Elios  for  all  parts 
of  tho  world.  Sots  of  dozen  or  half.doz. 
of  the  host  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 
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Two  working1  and  one  hon.  memhors  were  elected  on  Friday  last, 
and  a working  member  nominated. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling1  Society.— On  Aug.  5 and  « 
Messrs.  Pyle,  Cantle.  Dartnall.  Delhayo.  and  Merrick  weighed-in 
2811b.  roach,  bream,  and  trout.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Sargeant, 
Boorman,  and  Mr.  G.  had  511b.  9oz.  roach  and  bream.  The  new 
rules  aro  now  in  tho  printer's  bands,  and  X hope  to  have  them 
ready  by  Sept,  1,  the  date  of  their  coming  in  force.  On  Wednesday 
next  we  flsh  for  two  prizes  at  Bures  ; overnight  at  members’  dis- 


cretion.—J.  J.  F.  . .. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next  visit 
on  this  list  will  be  to  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  at  the 
Sir  Garnet  Wolseley,  Kotherhithe  New-road;  for  notice  of  date  see 
their  club  report. — alf.  Conn.  _ . 

Sundial  Angling  Society.— On  Aug.  5 Mr.  F.  C.  Gerrard 
weighed-in  a show  of  roach  and  bream ; on  the  Gth  Messrs. 
Harwood  and  Carpenter  shows  of  bream.  An  outing  for  club 
prizes  is  arranged  to  take. place  at  Esher  on  Aug.  19.  Start  first 
or  subsequent  trains  on  the  morning. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of  the 
above  have  been  out  during  the  holidays,  and  our  trays  have 
been  fairly  filled.  Messrs.  W.  Tyler,  roach  and  bream;  H.  Tyler, 
roach  and  bream;  B.  Champion,  roach:  J.  Turner,  bream ; H. 
Fordliam,  roach;  J.  Oakley,  roach;  J.  Martin,  pike;  H.  Freame, 
roach;  J.  Payne,  roach;  C.  Wilderspin,  roach;  J.  Steer,  roach; 
F.  Penton,  roach;  W.  Morsley,  sen.,  perch;  H.  Richards,  roach. 
We  flsh  a pegged-down  match  in  tho  Medway  on  Aug.  19  for 
several  money  prizes  and  given  prizes  included. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society. -Our  members  were  out 
in  full  force  on  the  5th,  the  following  had  fish:  Mr.  H.  Pam. 
roach  dace,  perch  ; Mr.  Frankum.  dace.  On  the  7th.  Mr.  Birch 
weighed-in  a fine  show  of  jack,  roach,  and  bream,  largest  bream 
olb.  4oz.  No  business  on  the  7th,  but  I hope  to  see  a big  muster 
on  the  14th,  as  there  is  some  important  business  to  transact.  We 
have  vacancies  for  honorary  and  working  members.  Should  any 
gentlemen  wish  to  join  us,  apply  on  Thursday  evenings  ; rules  to 
be  seen  at  the  bar. — H.  C.  _ 

Walworth  Waltonians.— On  Wednesday  Mr.  C.  Pearson 
and  Mr.  J.  Risdon  weighed-in  a fine  show  of  carp  from  private 
waters.  On  the  12th  there  are  four  prizes  to  he  fished  for  Con- 
ditions : Open,  punt  or  hank,  public  or  private.— C.  Hibble. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  members 
were  out  on  the  oth  and  Gth,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish : 
Mr.  F.  Homer,  231b.  2Joz.  of  bream  and  tench,  one  fish  weighing 
41b'  2oz. ; Mr.  0.  Lloyd.  131b.  %oz.  of  bream;  Mr.  J.  Culpitt, 
181h.  141oz.  of  bream,  one  fish  weighing  41b.  l-ijoz.  ; Mr.  T.  Kenny, 
31b.  74oz.  roach  and  perch : Mr.  Vale,  lib.  lloz.  I hope  our 
members  will  not  forget  our  monthly  meeting  on  Aug.  15.— R. 


LUWiULtt.  _ , , , 

Westminster  Angling*  Society.— During  the  holidays 
several  members  availed  themselves  of  the  extra  day.  Among 
whom  were  most  successful,  Mr.  Hebblewaite,  with  of 

bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Churley  coming  next  with  bream;  Mr. 
Basley.  bream,  barbel,  and  roach,  heaviest  bream,  31b.  lOoz. ; Mr. 
Pope,  (iace;  Mr.  Hutchinson,  jun.,  chub.  Several  went,  out,  hut 
did  not  arrive  home  in  time  to  weigh-in.  Any  one  wishing  to 
join  should  apply  to  Secretary,  Windsor  Castle,  Franeis-street. — 

J Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorial  Society.— An  open 
smoking  concert  will  he  held  at  the  above  house  on  Monday  next, 
Aug.  13.  Anglers  and  friends  are  heartily  invited  to  attend. 
Chair  taken  at  8 p.m. — C.  Toye. 


PULB0R0’  AND  AMBERLBY  ANGLING 
EXCURSIONS. 

An  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting  from  Amber- 
ley)  will  take  place  on  Sept.  2 for  the  following  valuable 
prizes:  1st  prize,  ,£2;  2nd  prize,  .£1  10s.;  3rd  prize, 
£1  ; 4th  prize,  14s.  : 5th  prize,  Us.  ; 6th  prize,  10s.  6d.  ; 
7th ’prize,  10s.  6d. ; 8th  prize,  10s.  ; 9th  prize,  10s, ; 10th 
prize,  10s. ; 11th  prize  (specimen  roach),  10s.  6d.  ; 12tb 
prize  (specimen  bream),  umbrella.  Entrance  fee  6d., 
which  will  be  added  to  the  prizes.  All  to  start  on 
the  morning.  No  live  baitto  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred  ; Thames  measure.  No 
one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent. One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

Weighing  to  commence  at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be 
received  after  4.30  sharp.  All  prizes  will  be  paid  to  the 
successful  competitors  immediately  after  weighing-in. 

Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  1. 


There  are  numerous  venomous  fishes  whose  spines 
inflict  dangerous  wounds,  much  like  the  stings  of 
snakes,  scorpions,  and  insects  ; and  the  sea  eel  of  the 
Mediterranean  is  even  provided  with  well-developed 
teeth  connected  with  a poison  reservoir.  There  are 
other  species,  as  is  well  known,  that  produce  poisonous 
effects  when  eaten.  This  kind  of  poisoning  has  been  a 
matter  of  much  speculation,  but  it  is  asserted  that  the 
latest  observations  show  that  the  toxic  principle  is 
localised  in  certain  parts  of  the  body,  especially  in  the 
digestive  tube,  the  liver,  and  the  eggs.  As  it  is  the 
adults  of  the  species  condemned  as  food  that  are  truly 
poisonous,  and  these  not  at  all  times  of  the  year,  it  has 
been  supposed  that  the  cause  of  poisoning  by  fishes 
resides  in  a peculiar  state  of  the  eggs  at  the  period  of 
fecundation  and  spawning,  and  experiments  support 
this  view.  A less  serious  danger  from  fishes  is  that  of 
innoculation  with  their  blood,  eels  having  been  found  to 
carry  in  their  blood  a venom,  like  that  of  the  viper, 
which  may  be  swallowed  with  impunity,  but  which 
causes  death  when  introduced  into  the  blood  of  animals. 
— Inventions. 

The  secret  of  success  in  life  is  for  a man  to  be  ready 
when  his  opportunity  comes. 

Strive  not  with  words  against  the  contentious  ; 
speech  is  given  to  all  ; wisdom  to  few. 

Will  Trade  Improve?— So  far  everyone  admits  that  1894  is 
every  whit  as  bad  as  1893.  Universal  grumbling  prevails.  But 
while  we  hope  for  better  times,  let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  our- 
selveB  in  some  measure  to  blame  for  the  trouble.  Certainly  we 
should  have  much  less  cause  for  grumbling  if  we  took  better  care 
of  our  health.  Nothing  unfits  ono  for  work  so  much  as  illness. 
Even  what  we  are  wont  to  call  minor  complaints  lead  to  endless 
trouble.  Happily  in  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment,  we  have  the 
means  of  effecting  a speedy  cure  for  all  such  troubles,  and  we 
should  be  foolish  indeed  if  we  neglected  to  avail  ourselves  of  them. 


JUnglittg  ^ ixtuxes . 


August  12.  

Allason  United  : Peg-down  match. 

Allason  United  : Match  at  Langley. 

Anchor  and  Hope  ; Match  at  Amberley. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  to  Broxbourne. 

Enterprise  : Match  at  Wade’s  Mill. 

Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Izaak  Walton  : Outing  for  special  prizes. 

Original  Alexandra  : Match  at  Dagenham  Lake. 
Peckham  Brothers  : Roving  match. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Match  at  Langley. 

St.  Thomas : Outing  to  Amberley. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Competition. 

August  13.  ,.  _ 

Angling  Association  : Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  : Smoking  concert. 

August  14. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Distribution  of  prizes. 

August  15. 

Izaak  Walton  : Outing  for  special  prizes. 

Royal  George : Visit. 

Snnfh  T.nndnn  ■ Match  n.t,  Bures. 


August  18. 

Copenhagen  : Excursion  and  dinner. 
Serapis  : Launch  outing. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Aug.  18  and  19. — Serapis  : Launch  outing. 

„ 19. — Amicable  Waltonians : Brake  outing  to 
King’s  Langley. 

„ 19.— Amicable  Excelsiors : Return  match  at 
Woking. 

„ 19.— Anchor  and  Hope  : Punt  match  at  Twicken- 

ham. 

„ 19.— Battersea  Friendly : Return  match  at  Woking. 

,,  19. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

„ 19.— Crown  and  Buckland  : Outing  to  Cheshunt. 

,,  19.— Good  Intent : Annual  dinner. 

,,  19.— Highbury  : Outing  to  Chelmsford. 

,,  19.— Original’ Alexandra  : Match  at  Amwell. 

,,  19.— South  Bermondsey  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

,,  19.— Stepney  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

„ 19.— Sundial : Outing  to  Esher. 

„ 19.— United  Brothers  : Match  on  the  Medway. 

19. — Waggoners  ; Roving  match  at  Amberley . 

,’  20.— Great  Yarmouth  : Trial  match  at  Ormesby. 

,’  20.— Odds  and  Evens  : Visit. 

,,  20.— South  Bermondsey  : Visit. 

,’  22.— Greenwich  : Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

26. — Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Walton. 

’ 26.— Crown  and  Buckland : Brake  outing. 

| 26. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Match. 

26. — Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Competition. 

’’  26.— Lincoln  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

26. — St.  John’s  : Annual  dinner  at  Shefford. 

26.  — Prince  Arthur  : Match  at  Windsor. 

’’  27. — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

27.  — Lincoln:  Complimentary  visit  to  the  Mitre 

Angling  Society. 


goffittgs  bp  U)e  13ap. 


Fishing  from  the  weir  at  Teddington  on  Monday 
afternoon,  says  Alexander  Macpherson,  I hooked  and 
landed  a jack  of  8 Jib.  My  next  live  bait  was  also  taken 
immediately,  bnt  I missed  the  fish.  This  was,  I believe, 
the  only  jack  killed  there  on  Monday.  I am  a known 
trout  and  salmon  fisher  in  the  north,  bnt  this  is  my 
first  attempt  with  the  “ water  fox.” 

******* 

Mr.  Henry  Cooper  (late  secretary  of  the  Clapham 
Junction  Angling  Society)  writes  : “It  may  be  of 
service  to  brother  anglers,  who  like  myself  search  your 
valuable  paper  for  information,  to  note  the  river  from 
Barton  Broad  to  Stalham  as  a good  free  fishing  ground, 
also  the  Ant  and  Walsham  Rivers.  With  patience  and 
good  baiting  they  require  beating.  Fishing  the  Stalbam 
River  on  July  29,  the  very  early  hours  of  the  morning 
inclusive,  I had  the  fortune  to  take  eighty-two  bream, 
rudd,  and  tench,  weighing  1221b.  ; they  were  photo- 
graphed by  Messrs.  McLean,  of  N.  Walsham.  I had 
apartments  at  Mrs.  Gillings’,  Brandon  House,  St. 
John’s-road,  Stalham,  one  minute  from  station,  and 
eight  minutes’  walk  from  river  : strongly  recommend 
her  for  willingness  and  moderate  charges. 

******* 

Mr.  Chancellor  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the 
roach  in  the  Ouse  at  St.  Ives  during  the  last  four 
days.  He  and  a friend  caught  about  150  roach  (largest 
lib.  4oz.),  and  many  going  over  Jib.  ; also  several  good 
dace,  the  best  7Joz.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  to  be  had, 
but  the  water  has  been  rather  too  clear. 

* ****** 

The  [following  letter  from  “ F.  G.  H.”  was  received 
too  late  for  insertion  last  week  : “ While  fishing  at 
Amberley  on  July  22  a well-known  London  angler  had 
his  attention  directed  to  a stop  net,  about  twenty-five 
yards  long,  placed  across  the  mouth  of  a cutting  which 
forms  the  boundary  of  the  Central  Association  Fishery. 
The  tide  was  receding,  and  there  were  plainly  visible 
about  2 cwt.  of  fine  roach  and  bream  struggling  in  the 
net.  He  at  once  called  for  volunteers  to  help  him 
remove  the  net  and  replace  the  fish  ; but  none  would 
help  him,  so  he  tackled  it  alone,  and  after  a long  and 
determined  struggle  ho  pulled  the  net  from  its  moorings, 
replaced  all  the  fish  in  the  river,  tore  tho  net  to  shreds, 
and  left  it  on  the  bank,  where  the  owner  (a  native) 


found  it  soon  after  when  ho  came  in  a boat  with  a sack 
to  take  away  the  fish.  Of  course  he  was  disappointed, 
but  made  an  open  boast  that  he  would  have  a now  net 
there  next  week.  If  you  can  find  room  for  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  which  I can  verify,  it  may  do  a little 
good  in  causing  something  to  be  done  to  stop  this  whole- 
sale poaching.” 

******* 

A curious  experience  of  re-hooking  lost  trout  is 
recorded  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Malvern  Association  of 
Anglers.  Mr.  Jones  was  playing  a nice  trout  on  fine 
taekle  when  the  gut  snapped.  Shortly  after  ho  re- 
captured  the  lost  trout,  as  also  his  lost  tackle.  An 
hour  later,  fishing  in  a different  part  of  the  water,  he 
was  “ broken  up  ” with  another  trout,  when  he  was 
again  successful  in  capturing  lost  one  No.  2,  as  also  his 
tackle.  The  two  fish  weighed  U\oz.  and  13ioz.  ; the 
average  trout  in  the  stream  going  about  three  to  the 
pound. 

******  *» 

Fishing  at  Hilgay  Fen  on  Aug.  1 Mr.  W.  Thurston, 
of  Cambridge,  took  twenty-one  bream  in  two  hours 
(3  to  5 a.m.).  Gross  weight  581b.,  the  three  largest 
61b.  6oz.,  51b.  8oz.,  and  51b.  loz.  They  were  all  taken 
ledgering.  Host  Bedford  will  pilot  anglers  to  the 
right  spots.  Writing  on  Aug.  6 Mr.  Thurston  says  that 
the  water  is  in  good  condition,  and  there  are  no  weeds  . 

* * * * * * . * 

A very  different  state  of  things  prevails  at  Bures. 
Weeds ! weeds  ! weeds  ! is  the  cry,  and  sizeable  fish  a 
rarity.  It  is  true  that  the  Stour  at  Bures  is  more  pro- 
ductive of  sport  in  the  winter  than  summer,  but  not 
much  good  will  be  done  until  October.  Two  club 
anglers  who  had  “ fished  hard  from  four  in  the  morning 
until  ten  o’clock,  had  between  them  only  one  sizeable 
roach.”  This  was  on  Bank  Holiday.  Another  angler- 
secured  a dace  of  7oz.  from  the  mill  pool  while  the  mill 
was  at  work ; but  at  one  o clock  the  mill  was  quiet  so 
were  the  fish.  Nothing  short  of  a good  flood  will  mend 
matters  at  Bures. 

******* 

Fishing  near  Blackstone,  Bewdley.  on  July  26,  in  tho 
River  Severn,  William  Hubble,  of  the  West  End. 
Angling  Society,  veteran,  seventy-two  years  of  age, 
canght  a silver  bream  weighing  71b.  The  fish  has  been 
preserved,  and  is  on  view  at  the  club-room,  Malt  Shovel 
Inn,  Kidderminster. 

* * * * * ^ * * 

“When  the  naturalists  of  California  have  completed 
their  collection  of  sharks  and  sea  serpents,”  says  the 
San  Francisco  Examiner,  “ British  Columbia  has  a 
curiosity  to  present  for  inspection  which  they  will  find 
fully  as  worthy  of  their  scientific  attention.  The  speci- 
men or  specimens,  for  there  are  two  of  them,  are  still 
alive,  and  although  not  yet  inured  to  the  chill  of 
northern  latitudes,  are  enjoying  a fair  measure  of  good 
health.  ‘ It  ’ is  a giant  member  of  the  crab  family,  dark 
green  in  colour  and  measuring  upward  of  four  feet  in 
diameter,  the  largest  crab  that  ever  crossed  a torrid 
sand  or  climbed  a cocoanut  tree,  and  rejoicing  in  a 
variety  of  names,  of  which  ‘ the  robber  crab  is  the 
most  familiar  and  Eicjos  latro  the  scientific.  Strange  to 
say,  neither  the  specimens  secured  nor  any  of  their 
kind  have  ever  been  known  to  enter  tho  water.  ^ They 
belong  to  the  purely  land  or  tree-climbing  family. 

*******. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes,  treasurer  of  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association,  was  fortunate  enough  on  Monday 
to  take  from  the  reservoir,  near  Ruabon,  rented  by  the 
association,  a pure  Loch  Leven  trout  (stock  imported 
from  Howietoun)  weighing  41b.  5oz.,  beautifully  marked 
and  well  conditioned. 

******* 

Frank  Hearns  says  that  Dr.  Jee  has  captured  a 
301b.  pike  with  “natural  bait.”  Was  it  “King’s” 
natural  bait,  Frank  ? Please  let  me  know,  as  it  is  so 
much  more  convenient  to  carry  than  six  gudgeon, 
six  dace,  six  bleak,  six  small  roach,  six  small  chub,  and 
six  and  fid.  worth  of  other  “ odds  and  ends.” 

* * * * * . * * 

An  eminent  French  scientist  has  invented  an  auto- 
matic method  of  fishing,  which  can  be  easily  used  alike 
on  lakes,  canals,  and  seas.  The  discovery  consists  of 
an  ingenious  arrangement  of  nots,  which  are  worked  by 
the  inflation  of  a rubber  tube  with  air  from  a compressed 
reservoir,  which  can  either  be  attached  to  the  boat  or 
placed  on  the  shore.  This  tube  noiselessly  carries  tho 
net  in  the  water,  and  the  fish  are  caught  before  they 
have  attempted  to  escape. 

******* 

“ E.  H.,”  writes  ; “ A large  proportion  of  the  local 
fishermen  spent  pleasant  hours  during  the  recent  holiday 
on  either  the  Loddon,  ICennet,  or  Thames,  in  pursuit  of 
their  sport ; but  so  badly  off  colour  are  the  fish,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  clear  stream  and  quantity  of  river  traffic, 
not  a catch  worth  recording  has  been  spoken  of.  There 
are  plenty  of  roach  and  barbel  about,  and  when  a tail- 
turn  by  Jupiter  Pluvius  is  allowed,  large  bags  are 
certain  to  be  more  the  rule  than  the  exception.  Sport, 
in  fact,  is  decidedly  quiet  throughout  Berks.” 

* * * * * * * 

Mr.  Geo.  Crane,  a member  of  the  Maidstone 
Angling  Society,  whilst  fishing  in  the  Medway  recently, 
between  Tovil  and  Maidstone,  succeeded  in  catching 
100  roach  and  a bream,  the  lot  weighing  391b.  5oz.  This 
is  the  largest  catch  of  roach  that  has  been  weighed-in  by 
any  member  of  the  society  of  late  years. 

*****  * * 

There  have  been  laid  upon  the  stall  of  a fishmonger 
in  Blackwellgate,  Darlington,  within  the  last  few  days, 
some  pike  which  were  found  in  Darlington  Park  orna- 
mental water  when  the  lake  was  drained.  Large 
numbers  of  people  have  assembled  to  look  at  these  well- 


1 56 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[August  11,  1891 


known  voracious  fisb,  th©  into  rest  being  the  p rcator 
because  they  have  destroyed  tho  fancy  ducks  which 
have  boon  in  tho  park,  wholesale,  all  tho  younger  ones 
having  disappeared.  For  some  time  tho  disappearance 
waH  a mystery,  but  fish  being  suspected,  the  draining  of 
tho  lake  led  to  tho  capture  of  tho  depredators.  Tho 
largest  of  tho  pike  weighed  131b. . another  5Mb..  and 
another  Gib. 

* # * # * # # 

^10  advantages  to  bo  gained  by  joining 
the  I ynoside  Anglers’  Federation,  Mr.  Win.  Lawrence, 
2G,  Pilgrim-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  says: — “Already 
over  100  anglers  have  joined.  By  bo  doing,  you  will 
obtain  many  advantages  Your  Federation  ticket  will 
enable  you  to  obtain  reduced  fares  when  going  out  on 
an  angling  expedition  from  the  North-Eastern  and 
North  British  Railway  Companies  (full  particulars  of 
which  are  given  to  members).  You  will  obtain  the 
handbook  ot  rules,  regulations,  and  general  information 
issued  by  the  Federation,  which  is  a true  angler’s  vade 
rnecum.  Apart  from  these  matorial  and  personal 
advantages,  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  you  are  aiding  by  your  alliance  therewith  a body 
which  will  ever  be  on  the  alert  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  anglers.  The  sum  of  one  shilling  is  the 
annual  subscription.  Every  angler,  however,  is  asked 
over  and  above  this  to  remit  a sum  according  to  his 
means.  Whether  it  be  sixpence  or  pounds,  it  will  be 
thankfully  received.  Remember  this,  that  the  better 
financial  support  the  Federation  receives,  the  better  able 
will  they  be  to  deal  with  the  important  matters  that  lie 
before  them.  A powerful  federation  is  needed,  and  we 
cannot  afford  to  do  without  the  poorest  angler. 

‘ In  angling  hearts  a brotherhood  there  lives, 

Born  of  the  love  of  all  that  nature  gives.1 

Let  every  angler  in  this  district  emulate  this  spirit  of 
brotherhood,  and  join  and  support  the  Federation.” 


******* 
Amongst  the  new  attractions  at  the  Aquarium  is 
Cazman,  who  has  a capital  illusion,  in  which,  on  a plate 
ot  glass,  he  materialises  a living  tree,  and  with  no  other 
screen  except  a sheet  of  steam,  instantaneously  changes 
Ins  whole  costume  from  black  to  white.  So  satisfactory 
have  thmgs  been  of  late  that  the  receipts  on  Monday 
last  from  the  reserved  seats  alone  more  than  double  all 
the  money  taken  on  the  August  Bank  Holiday  of  1893. 
******* 

Mu.  J.  Rowe,  writing  from  Barnstaple,  says  : “ The 
waters  are  very  high  and  black;  quite  unusual  here, 
ihe  hsh  are  in  good  condition.” 

******  * 

The  large  sportiDg  estate  of  Inveroykel  in  Ross-shire, 
extending  to  about  6000  acres,  has  just  been  sold  by  Mr. 
Milnes  Gaskell  through  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Walker. 
Fraser,  and  Steele,  of  Glasgow,  the  well-known  firm  of 
Scottish  estate  and  shooting  agents. 

******* 
“Giant”  (a  frequent  correspondent  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette)  will  shortly  read  a paper  before  the  Rodney 
riseatorials  at  tbeir  spacious  clubroom  at  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road, 
S.L.  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp  (host  and  treasurer),  and  Mr. 
Lamberton,  jun.  (secretary),  will  he  assisted  in  the 
musical  and  other  arrangements  by  Mr.  John  Smith  (late 
of  the  City  Piscatorials).  The  room  will  surely  be 
crowded. 

******* 


From  the  Inverness  Courier  I notice  that  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy,  of  the  firm  of  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick,  has 
been  over  the  Border.”  Not  long  ago  he  was  making 
records  on  the  Thames  among  the  roach  and  dace.  Now 
be  has  been  fishing  the  Ness.  BeiDg  an  “ all  round” 
angler,  he  gave  the  hardy  Nessmen  an  “ eye  opener” 
as  to  whit  he  could  do  in  the  over-sboulder  cast  with  a 
rod.  He  knows  “Dragnet’s”  opinion  of  his 
abilities,  and  the  reader  may  judge  for  himself.  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy’s  cast  was  45j  yards. 

******* 

The  same  enterprising  gentleman  is  now  en  route  for 
Norway,  where  he  hopes  to  emulate  his  friend  Mr. 
t 11  r6-d  Kennedy,  who  in  one  week  in  July  made  the 
following  catch,  or  take,  or  bag,  or  basket,  or  execution 
(which  is  it  ?).  Sixteen  fish  only  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Kennedy,  but  the  weights  are  worthy  of  record  • 161b 
22!b>  23*lb>  241b-  251b.,  25£lb..  261b.,  261b.,  311b.; 
321b.,  321b.,  33ib.,  331b.,  431b.,  and  471b. 


* * * * 


Thursday  last  (Aug.  9)  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Izaao  Walton,  the  Epsom  Anglers  spent  the 
day  at  Amberley.  A fair  day’s  sport  was  the  result. 
Mr.  G.  Miles  took  two  bream,  2£lb.  and  lilb.  ; Mr. 
Vickery,  roach  ; Mr.  Jeffery,  roach.  The  president 
gave  a prize.  Mr.  Woodford  took  a photograph  of  the 
members  in  front  of  the  Houghton  Bridge  Inn. 

****** 
Particulars  of  tho  Sept.  2 competition,  now  being 
organised  by  Mr.  Eldridge,  are  reported  in  another 
column.  A “ cutting  ” lrom  a contemporary  reveals  the 
news  that  the  members  of  the  “ Finny  ” Folks  Angling 
Society,  weighed  in  about  201b.  of  fish;  and  that  Mr. 
Eldridge’s  next  open  roomy  contest  will  take  place 
■Sept.  2.  In  the  event  of  the  same  large  numbor  of 
entries  being  recorded,  it  will  be  roomy,  but  still  there 
will  bo  room  enough. 

******* 

'The  secretary  of  tho  Walworth  Waltonians  (Mr.  C. 
Kibble)  has  been  spending  his  holiday  at  Filby  Broad, 
and  has  indulged  in  some  excellent  sport.  Ho  is  loud 
in  his  praises  of  Host  Walpole,  Filby  Villa,  and  heartily 
recommends  him  to  intending  visitors.  During  Mr, 
nibble’s  stay  on  this  famous  broad,  ho  was  pitted 


against  Mr.  A.  VV.  Cross,  of  Leicester,  in  a match, 
‘ Roach  polo  and  tight  lino  versus  the  Leicester  style,” 
the  result  being  that  tho  roach  polo,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Walworth  exponent,  gained  the  victory. 

• * * * * ' * * 

To  my  intense  surprise  I found  that  among  tho 
thousands  who  every  week  road  these  notes  there  was 
quite  half  a dozen  who  could  not  understand  Tom  Parry’s 
Welsh  poetry.  This  is  an  astonishing  fact,  for  I once 
heard  an  angler  who  had  been  “ hooked  in  the  ear,”  and 
another,  when  ho  had  missed  “ a big  ’un,”  use  language 
which  seemed  to  indicate  an  unlimited  vocabulary. 
As  every  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  scans  each 
written  word  of  his  favourite  journal  with  feverish 
eagerness,  it  goes  without  saying  that  tho  six— or  it  may 
bo  seven— who  could  not  make  ont  the  poetry,  have 
written  mo  most  plaintive  letters.  One  (musical)  reader 
took  out  his  flute  and  tried  to  play  tho  composition  ; 
another  stood  on  his  bead  and  road  it  upside  down,  and 
a third  asks  if  an  unlimited  consumption  of  the  new 
Welsh  whisky  will  enable  him  to  make  it  out.  Well,  as 
the  priest  told  the  millionaire  who  asked  if  a hundred 
thousand  pounds  to  the  church  would  insure  him  bliss, 
“ The  experiment  is  worth  trying.” 

******* 
Seriously,  though,  I think  some  of  my  readers  who 
do  not,  like  the  late  Charles  Mackay,  “ enthuse”  over 
all  matters  keltic,”  deserve  not  only  an  apology  but 
a translation,  so  I append  one.  This  was  made  by  a 
gentleman  who  hails  from  the  village  of — well  it’s 
nomenclature  “might  trouble  you— being  made  of  six 
Is,  three  ‘r’s,’  and  a doudle  ‘ U.’ ” I mention  this 
fact  as  I wish  to  disclaim  all  responsibility.  At 
Sanscrit  I am  quite  at  home.  Cuneform  inscriptions 
were  the  delight  of  my  childhood’s  hours,  and  Egyptian 
hieroglyphics  were  the  delight  of  my  boyhood,  but  as 
they  don  t allow  fishing  in  the  county  lunatic  asylumn, 
and  I have  no  desire  to  be  deprived  of  my  favourite 
pastime — I have  never  tried  to  master  Welsh. 

******* 

“LLYN  Y VYRNWY” 

(Lake  Vyrnwy). 

Hardd  groew  loew  fawr  Lyn — a welir 
Ar  waelod  Llanwddyn 
Roedd  yn  bod  i ddod  i ddyn 
Yn  barod  yn  y Berwyn. 

“ Gwrthglawdd  y Vyrnwy  ” 

(“  The  dam  of  the  Vyrnwy  ”). 

Ceir  urddas  gwmpas  y gwych  gampwaith-hwn 
Ac  vnddo  orchestwaith  ; 

A gwir  enwog  gywrainwaith 
Beri’n  gryf  heb  yr  un  graith. 

Lake  Vyrnwy.  Tom  Parry. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

O beauteous,  clear,  expansive  lake, 

Flowing  above  Llanwddyn, 

Thou  wert  created  for  man’s  sake 
In  the  mountains  of  the  Berwyn. 

“ THE  DAM  OF  LAKE  VYRNWY.” 

What  other  work  can  well  compare 
With  such  a noble  feat  ! 

Against  thee  wind  and  waves  are  both 
Compelled  to  beat  retreat. 

******* 

There  is  always  plenty  to  interest  one,  says  “ Halycon,  ’ ’ 
even  on  a wet  day,  by  the  river’s  side.  As  I sat  I watched 
the  gambols  of  two  water-rats,  a water-ousel  attending  to 
the  wants  of  two  little  ones,  a kingfisher  skimming  past 
like  a flash  of  emerald  light.  Still  the  rain  came  down 
’pitilessly,  and  at  length  penetrated  to  the  interior  of  my 
leafy  bower,  my  pipe  got  wet  inside  the  bowl  and  would 
not  smoke,  my  matches  were  damp  aud  would  not  light, 
so,  my  cup  of  misery  being  full  to  overflowing,  I thought 
that  I could  not  be  much  worse,  so  sallied  forth  once 
more  on  the  war-path.  Shortly  afterwards  the  rain 
ceased,  and  actually  a glint  of  sunshine  came  through 
the  clouds.  Then  the  spell  which  had  apparently  held 
the  fish  all  the  morning  vanished,  and  the  sport  began 
in  earnest.  Almost  every  other  cast  I either  caught  or 
lost  a trout,  and  after  an  hour  of  it  my  creel  began  to 
feel  heavy.  The  water  up  to  that  point  had  been°fairly 
open,  but  upon  coming  to  a length  nearly  completely 
overhung  with  trees  a new  difficulty  presented  itself. 
The  leaves,  completely  soaked  with  rain,  upon  the 
slightest  breath  of  wind  discharged  a kind  of  miniature 
shower-bath  upon  my  devoted  head,  so  I once  more 
sought  the  open.  Just  at  the  corner  of  a little  wood  a 
stream  ran  under  a lichen-covered  rock,  and  upon  cast- 
ing into  it  my  line  tightened  and  I struck  a good  fish. 
******* 

His  first  performance  was  a leap  of  a couple  of  feet  into 
the  air,  and  I saw  that  he  would  weigh  about  a pound  ; 
a rush  across  to  the  rock,  another  down  stream,  and 
then  I could  not  stir  him  an  inch.  I was  completely 
puzzled,  and  waded  farther  in  to  see  if  I could  find  the 
cause.  This  was  at  once  apparent.  Below  the  surface 
of  the  water  was  a sunken  pile,  and  round  this  the  fish 
had  artfully  wound  my  line,  fastening  the  hooks  in  the 
wood.  Of  course,  the  trout  was  Jitter  et  exultans.  I was 
certainly  not  the  latter.  As  the  day  wore  on  tho  weather 
improved,  and  towards  tho  close  of  the  afternoon  the 
huii  shone  brightly,  tho  birds  sang  gaily,  and  all  nature 
was  glad,  mysolf  included,  for  on  turning  tho  contonts 
of  my  creel  out  upon  tho  grass  I countod  out  twenty-six 
beautiful  trout  in  tho  pink  of  condition  ; so  at  last  my 
luck  has  changed,  and  I have  oxperionood  adeoont  day’H 
fishing.  Then  came  the  walk  homo  through  the  swoot- 
smelling  lanes.  Tho  rain  had  froshonod  up  everything, 


j and  the  sunshine  lit  up  the  drops  of  water  on  tho  hedge- 
rows like  countless  diamonds.  After  a good  wash  and 
an  excellent  dinner  at  the  hotel,  I felt  upon  very  good 
terms  with  myself,  and  returned  to  Leeds  the  same 
nijfht. 

*****  a • 

Writing  of  flies  a little  while  back,  says  the  York- 
shire Weekly  rust,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a yarn.  Now, 
do  not  all  tell  me  it  is  a chestnut,  because  I know  that 
already.  It  is  very  ancient,  and  therefore  demands  that 
show  of  ri  spect  which  is  due  to  old  age.  Anyhow,  it 
has  been  up  on  the  shelf  so  long  that  it  is  really  time  to 
take  it  down  and  dust  :t  a hit.  An  American  on  a fish- 
ing  trip  bad  made  his  headquarters  at  a lone  farmhouse. 
One  evening  be  was  down  at  the  creek,  fishing  for 
pickerel,  when  suddenly  he  got  a sharp  bite.  It  was  a 
inosqnito  bite  on  the  temple.  Instinctively  the  angler 
raised  his  hand  to  smite,  and  missel,  while  the  angry 
skeotar  flew  off  to  tell  its  mother,  and  its  sisters,  and 
other  female  relatives.  Soon  a faint  humming  was 
heard  in  the  distance.  Gradually  it  approached  nearer, 
until  it  had  assimilated  itself  to  the  buzz  of  ten  thousand 
circular  saws  ploughing  through  knotty  wood.  The  sky 
was  darkened  by  the  cloud  of  incensed  insects  bent  on 
avenging  the  assault  made  upon  their  relative.  There 
are,  I understand,  a.  trifling  matter  of  some  150  different 
varieties  of  mosquitoes,  and  they  were  all  represented 
several  battalions  strong.  The  angler  threw  down  his 
rod  and  fled  in  the  direction  of  the  farmhouse. 

******* 

When  half  the  distance  had  been  covered  in  something 
under  record  time  the  ’skeotars  had  pulled  up  so  close 
that  the  angler  gave  himself  up  for  lost,  when  he  espied 
a huge  iron  caldron  which  had  been  used  for  boiling 
maple  sugar.  “ Saved  ! ’ he  cried,  and  creeping  under 
the  great  pot  managed  by  a superhuman  effort  to  pull 
it  down  over  him  as  the  first  insect  came  up.  In  their 
ungovernable  rage  at  being  baulked  of  their  prey  the 
gnats  settled  on  the  caldron,  and  shoved  their  pro- 
bosees  clean  through  the  cast-iron,  and  the  man,  with 
the  iron  club  he  had  in  his  pocket  for  killing  pickerel, 
riveted  them  all  on  the  inside.  Fresh  reinforcements 
came  up,  and  the  riveting  went  merrily  on  inside  the 
caldron,  until  the  outside  was  one  mass  of  fluttering 
insects  plunging  and  tearing  to  get  free,  and  at  last 
their  united  efforts  lifted  it,  and  they  flew  clean 
away  with  it,  while  the  fisherman  was  stung  to  death 
by  the  new  arrivals.  There’s  a moral  somewhere  in 
that  caldron,  but  of  course  the  mosquitoes  carried  it 
away.  Anyhow,  it’s  a sad  story. 

******  * 

“A  whale  of  North  Atlantic  breed  sped  down  the 
coast  at  steamship  speed  when  the  swift  Morgan  ship 
El  Norte  was  bounding  toward  this  port  like  forty” 
(says  the  New  York  Sun).  “ The  big  cetacean’s  ample 
smile  the  skipper  saw  for  many  a mile.  Off  Long 
Branch,  where  the  porpoise  played,  the  swift  leviathan 
essayed  to  cross  the  high  bows  of  El  Norte.  When 
cetus  heard  one  whistle  snort  he  put  his  helm  down 
hard  a-port.  ‘ He  knows  the  code,’  the  skipper  said, 
that  is  a whale  that’s  got  a head,  for  ’tis  by  navigators 
taught  that  one  blast  means  Bring  port  to  port.’  Just 
then  the  whale  gave  one  long  spout,  to  say  ‘ I know 
what  I’m  about.’  Thereafter,  so  the  crew  declare,  he 
sent  up  fountains  in  the  air,  and,  speeding  shoreward, 
wildly  drove  a school  of  fish  towards  Ocean  Grove.  Big 
whales  frequently  seek  food  in  this  particular  latitude.” 
******* 

“ Sturs,”  writing  in  a Pittsburg  paper  on  June  30, 
says  : “I  will  try  and  tell  you  how  the  Central  Fishing 
Club  of  the  Union  Town  Glass  Works  will  put  in  the 
summer  stock.  They  will  camp  at  Cheat  Haven,  about 
fifteen  miles  from  here  on  the  Cheat  River,  and  will 
have  two  large  tents  to  eat  and  sleep  in,  and  plenty  to 
eat  and  drink.  I suppose  the  beaming  amber  will  be  on 
tap,  but  each  and  every  one  will  be  obliged  to  use  it  in 
moderation,  and  no  ungentlemanly  conduct  will  be 
allowed,  as  the  rules  will  be  very  strict  and  carried  out 
to  the  letter,  tor  the  members  of  the  club  are  gentlemen 
who  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  their  friends  and  any 
strangers  who  may  wish  to  pat  in  a few  days  or  weeks 
with  them.  Their  rates  will  be  1 dollar  a day,  and  make 
your  own  beds  and  help  wash  the  dishes.  There  will  be 
plenty  of  amusement,  as  we  shall  have  a trained  pig  and 
Miller’s  dog,  “ Bum,”  which  has  one  ear  shorter  than  it 
really  ought  to  be  ; the  reason  of  it  is  that  he  slipped 
under  the  shears.  They  will  bave  Barney  Dunham,  an 
old-time  Mick,  for  cook,  and  visitors  can  get  anything 
from  an  Irish  stew  to  a bird's  nest.  Our  Indian  friend, 
J.  R.  will  scour  the  distant  hills  and  creeks  for  game  and 
fish.  You  may  expect  to  hear  his  war  cry,  “ Chee-wa- 
hoo,”  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night.” 

*******  nn 

From  people  who  fish  we  hear  of  many  a method  of 
securing  their  prizes.  A man  who  prides  himself  on 
being  a complete  angler  was  considerably  taken  abaok 
when  interviewing  a fisherman  at  a seaside  village  in 
Cumberland.  He  had  procured  from  his  fisherman 
excellent  salmon,  sole,  bass,  plaice,  and  cod,  and  was  in 
consequence  moved  with  a desire  to  witness  the  capture, 
and,  if  possible,  assist  in  it,  of  somo  of  his  subsequent 
meals.  Accordingly  he  asked  his  fisherman  to  take  him 
out  in  his  boat ; whereupon  that  personage  assured  him 
that  he  “ hadn  t got  no  boat.”  Wondering  what  sort  of 
geniuH  could  lure  fishes  from  tho  depth  of  the  sea  with- 
out being  in  a boat  to  do  it,  tho  visitor  said,  “ Then  how 
on  earth  do  you  fishp”  “With  horses  and  carts,”  was 
tho  answer  ; and  so  it  proved  to  ho.  Those  agricultural 
helps  aroused,  in  conjunction  with  hand-nets,  to  pvoonro 
fine  crops  of  fresh  fish.  Tho  tallest  horses  aro  host 
for  the  purpose,  booauso  they  can  go  into  tho  doopost 
water.  Dragnet. 
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Publications  issned  by  the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  WEEKLY  PAPER  FOR  THE  HOME  AND  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE. 

PRICE  6d.,  BY  POST  6id. 

THIS  WEEK’S 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 

CONTAINS 

A Document  ot  Unique  Interest, 

A FACSIMILE  OF 

MR.  GLADSTONE’S  LETTER, 

Written  in  liis  own  hand,  in  reply  to  the  American  Invitation  Committee. 

Sra  John  MttLAls’  name  is  a household  word,  and  in  the  same  number  will  be  given  an 
account  of  His  Summer  Home  at  Murthly,  the  scene  of  some  of  the  painter's  most  beautiful 
landscapes.  The  account  will  be  fully  illustrated  with  Portraits,  and  Views  of  Murthly  and  its 
surroundings.  J 

. The  issue  wiH  aiso  describe  The  Temple  of  Koptos  in  London,  as  exhibited  in  the  recent  finds 
° on  * e^rie  , waders.  An  account  of  the  School  of  Industrial  Arts  at  Keswick  forms  another  item 
in  Js  wLTs  W™?^  Maniedvres.  These  are  described  and  illustrated 

Astroimmera  are  still  in  doubt  whether  the  Planet  Mars  is  endeavouring  to  hold  a conversation 
with  us.  The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  presents  the  facts  as  they  are  looked  upon  at  that  insti- 
tution of  astronomical  science,  Greenwich  Observatory,  and  gives  illustrations  of  the  planet. 

„ r urther,  the  number  contains  the  charivari  of  the  week  in  cartoons  and  caricatures  by  Mr 
D.  L.  Gould,  and  other  artists. 

. Holiday  Subjects  also  fill  a corner  in  the  number.  And  if  you  would  be  in  touch  with  what  is 
going  on  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  desire  the  nearest  newsagent,  the  man  at  the  railway  book- 
post' C£d  6 Pubhsber’ t0  forward  you  week  by  week  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET,  price  6d.,  by 

New  Number  Heady  August  13, 

THE  NEW  PENNY  ILLUSTRATED  MONTHLY. 

" An  excellent  pennyworth.  Mr.  Gould’s  Cartoons  are  really  magnificent.” — Weekly  Dispatch. 


A Penny  Popular  Monthly  of  Political  Powder  and  Shot. 

For  Political  Associations,  Parliamentary  Candidates,  Electors,  and  all  persons  interested  in  the 
Welfare  and  Warfare  of  Politics  of  To-Day. 

With  Cartoons  by  F.  0.  GOULD,  and  numerous  Illustrations  by  other  Artists. 

A1  ,No-  xt"  tei* 8 Story  ot  Lord  Eosebery  taking  the  reins  as  Premier,  and  gives  Portraits  of  the 
uia  ana.  JNew  Headers. 

No.  II.  is  a record  of  Primrose  Day,  its  Facts  and  Fancies;  and  contains  Portraits,  Character 
Sketches  and  Cartoons  of  Lord  Rosebery,  the  late  Earl  of  Beaconsfleid,  Mr.  Gladstone,  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Labouchere,  &c.,  &c. 

No*  I I I.  This  treats  of  “ Statesmen  and  their  Bumps,”  “ Prime  Ministers  of  the  Century”  also 
a new  feature  is  “The  Poets  Page.”  The  man  of  the  month  is  Mr.  ABquith— and  throughout  the 
Hcfur  ft™  Ac84™4611  W’th  Portrait3’  Character  Sketches,  Cartoons  of  Men  and  Subjects  for  the 

, ®on*aill8 Portraits  of  Mr.  Asquith,  of  Lord  Salisbury,  and  of  Mr.  Gladstone;  a Cartoon 

by  Mr.  F.  C.  Gould  of  Sporting  Statesmen  in  the  Ring  at  Epsom ; and  the  Politician's  usual  monthly 
supply  of  Powder  and  Shot.  J 

N°  V,  deals  with  the  Hero  of  the  Budget  under  many  phases;  and  of  his  Battles  with  the 
Obstructionists.  The  number  also  tells  of  the  Independent  Labour  Party,  of  the  Royal  Baby,  and 
of  the  Men  of  the  Hour  and  their  Doings;  including  Grandfather  Wales,  Czar  Salisbury,  and  the 
new  Lord  Chief  Justice.  Other  items  area  Political  Diary  of  the  Month;  our  Poet’s  Corner;  Golden 
Thoughts  ; Wise  Saws  i or  To-day;  and  the  result  of  Our  Second  Prize  Competition.  In  addition 
the  usual  Monthly  Supply  of  Political  Powder  and  Shot,  In  the  way  of  Pictures,  Portraits  and 
Carloons,  is  provided  for  all  interested  in  the  Work  and  Warfare  of  Politics. 

The  News  of  the  World  says:  “ Picture-Politics  is  live  from  cover  to  cover.” 

PRICE  ONE  PENNY  MONTHLY.— By  Post,  1 ±d. 


THE  TOURISTS’  NEW  VADE  MECUM. 

NOW  READY.  48pp.  Price  6d.,  by  Post  6id. 

P!ec<?  0f  *work'  ? coPiously  and  excellently  illustrated,  and  contains  holiday 
information  about  almost  every  holiday  resort  open  to  a slender  purse,  from  Margate  to  the  Alns 
Many  of  the  pictures  are  very  amusing,  and  many  of  them  are  very  artistic.  Of  course,  every  one 
Budget  ' and  nmke  tbe  best  of  wil1  at  onoe  or<ler  The  Westminster 

“ A decidedly  interesting  publication.”— Bath  Herald. 

“It  will  serve  either  as  an  interesting  or  amusing  companion,  or  as  a guide  and  adviser  to  the 
^°lrsoy«!faker’  and  shou  d take  a pIace  amongst  the  most  populir  literature  of  the  season."—  The 

popular  companion.  It  is,  of  course,  well  illustrated  as  well  as  written  and  has  the 
additional  merit  of  dealing  with  holiday  resorts  in  this  country  as  well  as  abroad.  The  sixpence 

holiday”— Leeds  Ecprm  WG  W°rth  th°  amount  t0  anJone  who  bas  any  doubt  where  to  go  for  a 
“ A breezy  sixpenny  worth  of  holiday  reading.”— Christian  World. 

THE  HOLIDAYS, 

Being  the  Summer  Number  and  Tourists’  Extra  of  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

Fully  Illustrated. 

BunGFTEJ'?E^N,-mber0,f  ™E  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  has  been  specially  prepared  as  a 
BUDGET  ot  suggestions  and  of  good  Entertainment  for  Holidav  folks  ^ J u D 

n„,,^8evera^ead^’  BUch  as  Holiday  Haunts.  Holiday'  Reading,  Holiday  Hints  Holiday 
madf,’h?wAf  SMifSiHowitAY  PHOTOGRAPHY  this  publication  shows  how  a Holiday  may  bl 
made  the  best  of,  at  the  least  possible  trouble,  and  at  the  least,  possible  cost  J y 

xt  Am°ng  “10  Contents  will  be  found  Papers  on  Scotland,  Wales  the  Ponular  Seaside  Resrirto 
South,  East,  and  West  Switzerland,  the  Mediterranean,  Norway , the  Vper  and  Lo^ 
Thames,  whilst  in  lighter  vein  Mr.  F.  C.  Gould  describes  some  “Famous  Men's  Holidays  ” Hints 
without  if  picture. t0  * arm  and  Country  LodSiD£r8.  and  there  is  not  a page  in  “THE  HOLIDAYS  ” 

The  Evening  News  and  Post  says  : “ Brilliantly  written  ” 

rep8rtee’  SUch  P0rfect  and  dcIicate  flnieb- 

Th«  C!lZZ?.TJ1rZ  CiHt/n  says : ‘‘ S™,' ar‘  and  crisP-  A caPEaI  book  for  the  seaside.” 
e Huddersfield  Examiner  says  : We  have  read  nothing  more  refreshing  for  some  time.” 

Now  ready.  Price  Is.,  by  post  Is.  2d. 

THE  dolly  dialogues. 

By  ANTHONY  HOPE, 

Author  of  “The  Prisoner  of  Zenda,”  “ Mr.  Witts'  Widow"  “ Half  „ tto™  « n , 

from  the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE,  with  Illustration,  by  Arthur  Ockham. 

**’  AE  the  above  Publications  issued  from  the  Westminster  Gazette  and  Budget  Offices  mnvhn 
obtained  from  any  Bookseller,  Newsagent,  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  froZhe  Publisher  ? 

Publishing  Offices:  TUDOR  STREET,  WHITEFRIARS,  LONDON,  E.C. 


THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  most  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Prices: 

Coats,  42/-,  Ac.;  K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. ; 
Gaiters,  10/8. 


Write  for  “ Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette ),  containing 
full  description,  witli  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 

Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

30,  Haymarket, 

J LONDON. 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OR  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water,  J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “Trent  Otter"  says  : “I  killed  with  King's 
Bait  39  fish,  which  weighed  22Jlb  , many  over  lib.  each."  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.;  postage  extra. 

Avoid  all  imitations  of  KING’S  “ NATURAL"  (PASTE)  BAIT,  ani  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other , when  told  it  is  the  same,  or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  on’y,  which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years. 

KING’S  ESJ5.1T  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roacli,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM,  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commercial-rd.,  E.) 
OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


BOL^OYD  BBOS., 


MAKERS  OF 


Reliable  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle, 

59,  CRACECHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILLIAM  GARDEN, 
Fishing- Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  TIIE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 


J 


LANGHAM  HOTEL 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  LooaUty,  near  the  Beat  Shops, 
Abtbsian  Wbll  Wateb.  Elbcteio  Light  thboushoct. 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6.30  until  8.15. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  4c 
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Iprovtncial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlio  monthly  mooting  of  tho  oommittoo  of  tho  Birming- 
ham  Angling  Association  wan  hold  on  Aug.  2 ; Mr.  T. 
Coles  ]>roHidod.  Mr.  J.  Hughes,  on  behalf  of  the  St. 
Paul’s  Society,  made  an  appoal  for  tho  resolution  dealing 
with  fining  of  tho  club  for  removing  without  tho  sanction 
of  tho  oommittoo  to  bo  rosoinded.  Tho  vote  was  taken 
upon  the  matter,  but  tho  appeal  was  not  entertained. 
Tho  visiting  committee  gave  in  their  rej)orts,  which 
were  accepted,  and  the  St.  Paul’s  Society  wore  allowed 
to  romove  to  the  Chapel  Tavern,  Ludgato  Hill.  Tho 
Queen’s  Tavern  Society  wero  not  allowod  to  remove  at 
present,  but  wero  asked  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
committee  again  at  tho  end  of  the  year.  No  case  was 
made  out  against  the  Sociable  Club  of  holding  their 
meetings  at  other  than  their  clubhouse,  and  the  stamps 
for  their  travelling  cards  wero  issued  to  them.  The 
large  Small  Heath  Society  hold  their  annual  contest  at 
Porshoro  on  Monday  last ; eighty-three  competed.  W . 
Powell  was  first,  C.  Smith,  second  ; and  J.  Swan,  third. 
The  club  have  a grand  array  of  prizes  of  the  value  of 
<£30,  which  will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening  next. 
The  Severn  School  Club  also  held  their  annual  contest 
at  Pershore  on  Monday  last ; about  thirty  of  the  members 
competed  for  twenty  prizes,  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
members  succeeded  in  taking  fish.  Result  : E.  William, 
first  ; F.  Willis,  second  ; F.  Owen,  third.  Prizes 
will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening  next.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  won  at  the  late  Benevolent 
contest,  took  place  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  on  Aug.  3.  The  prizes  numbered  twenty- 
five  and  were  of  a costly  description.  Mr.  T.  Coles  pre- 
sided. The  smoking  concert  was  a great  success.  The 
spirit  of  enterprise  is  just  now  pretty  strong  with 
several  of  the  hosts  of  the  Birmingham  fishing  socie- 
ties. Mr.  T.  Dowding,  the  host  of  the  Cross  Key’s  Inn, 
Emily-street  (The  Prospect  clubhouse),  offers  to  give  a 
silver  English  lever  watch  to  be  added  to  a sweepstake 
of  5s.  per  member  to  be  fished  for.  The  Tenby  Pisca- 
torials’  monthly  smoking  concert  passed  off  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner,  the  talent  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental being  of  the  best  description.  These  concerts 
will  be  held  throughout  the  season  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  each  month.  The  Ladvwood  society  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  Aug.  7,  in  which 
about  thirty-five  members  competed.  Mr.  J.  Leighton 
was  first ; Mr.  J.  Ridgway,  second;  and  Mr.  J.  Coley, 
third. 

FROM  THE  BORDERS. 

The  aDgling  season  of  1894  seems  to  be  already  nearing 
its  close  on  most  of  the  Border  rivers.  For  some  con- 
siderable time  past  light  baskets  have  been  far  too  often 
met  with,  and  heavy  ones  proportionately  scarce. 
What  few  trout  are  being  caught  are  mostly  got  on  the 
worm,  in  the  early  mornings,  but  in  the  prevailing  clear 
waters  the  angler  has  to  be  as  mindful  of  cover  as  a Red 
Indian  on  the  war  path,  if  he  is  anxious  to  be_  successful. 
Bands  of  poachers  are  paying  periodical  visits  at  night 
to  the  best  portions  of  the  Whitadder.  On  a recent 
evening  801b.  of  trout  were  taken  by  them  and  consigned 
to  a dealer  further  south. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Bank  Holiday  brought  a large  number  of  anglers 
into  the  Fen  District,  the  majority  of  whom  made 
Boston  their  headquarters.  Monday,  unfortunately, 
opened  wet,  and  although  sportsmen  were  early  astir, 
they  did  not  fish  under  very  encouraging  circumstances 
during  the  early  part  of  the  day,  for  rain  fell  heavily 
until  about  twelve  o’clock.  After  that  hour,  however, 
it  ceased,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  kept  fine.  The  fish 
were  fairly  on  the  feed,  and  some  decent  bags  were 
made,  but  aDglers  did  not  meet  with  such  good  success  as 
they  did  during  the  previous  week.  The  Witham  was 
very  largely  patronised,  and  amongst  the  best  takes 
bream  again  formed  a leading  item.  Numerous  anglers 
were  also  at  work  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Forty- 
foot,  where  roach  gave  the  best  sport.  The  waters, 
generally  speaking,  are  now  in  fine  trim,  excepting 
perhaps  for  eel  fishermen,  who  complain  that  the 
bottom  wends  militate  somewhat  against  successful 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  River  Hull  above  the  lock  very  little  has  been 
done  during  the  last  few  days,  but  below  the  lock,  and 
especially  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  the  roach 
fishers  have  been  doing  well,  and  many  very  good  fish 
have  been  taken.  The  VictoriaJAngling  Society  travelled 
to  Wansford,  near  Driffield,  and  fished  their  second 
match  of  the  season  on  the  River  Hull,  but  the  catches 
were  only  small.  The  Edgar  Phillips  Angling  Society 
held  their  second  match  of  the  season  on  the  lake  at 
Warter  Priory.  Tho  first  three  prizes  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  W.  Goodwin,  T.  Bardsley,  and  H.  Gould.  Tho 
Minerva  Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  at 
Horsley  Bridge  on  the  River  Ludd,  with  the  following 
result : First,  Mr.  T.  Chester.  This  society  will  fish 
their  third  match  on  Aug.  18.  Four  of  our  Hull 
angling  societies  fished  their  matches  on  the  River 
Ancholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  Monday  last,  viz.,  the 
Universal,  Hull  Ramblers,  Waltonian,  and  Old  Scul- 
eoates.  Some  splendid  sport  was  had  among  tho  bream 
and  roach.  The  Hull  Ramblers  Angling  Association 
headed  the  list,  Mr.  Ed.  Willcox  taking  the  first  prize 
with  211b.  8oz.  of  fish.  The  Universal  Angling  Associa- 
tion were  next,  Mr.  William  Hall  taking  the  first  prize 
with  over  191b. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

As  far  an  can  bo  gathered,  tho  number  of  anglers 
availing  themselves  of  Bank  Holiday  was  very  largo, 
and  nearly  every  resort  was  well  patronised.  Mr.  F.  King, 
Staloybridgo,  fishing  in  the  Trent  near  Torksey,  had  a 
good  basket  of  fish,  various,  weighing  351b.  and  inelud- 
ing a barbel  of  (lib.  A party  of  “Kingfishers”  from 
Manchester  are  doing  well  in  the  Lake  district.  Mr.  R. 
Pendlebury,  the  gold  medaller  of  1892.  reports  good 
sport  at  Northwiob,  River  Weaver.  The  number  of 
patrons  on  tho  Worsley  Canal  was  very  large,  and 
several  really  good  fish  taken  over  lib.  in  weight.  The 
total  number  of  entries  for  the  great  contest  to-day, 
Aug.  11,  in  this  canal  is  510,  in  addition  to  which  there 
are  a large  number  which  arrived  too  late.  The  weather 
remains  in  anything  but  a satisfactory  state. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

After  the  rain  of  last  week  the  river  was  in  good  trim 
for  the  minnow,  and  fairly  good  sport  was  enjoyed.  On 
Bank  Holiday  a large  number  of  rods  were  at  work, 
and  good  baskets  of  trout  were  obtained.  At  Caton  a 
trout  of  31b.  was  taken  from  the  Lune  by  a working 
man  angler.  A 201b.  salmon  has  been  netted.  The 
Lune  Fishery  Board  summoned  a man  last  Saturday  for 
using  a net  as  a fixed  engine  to  obstruct  the  free  passage 
of  salmon  up  and  down  the  Lune.  At  their  meeting  on 
Saturday  last  a case  of  poaching  was  reported,  and  it 
was  stated  that  the  watcher  was  stoned  until  he  was 
nearly  helpless,  and  had  to  allow  his  assailants  to  get 
clear  away. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Despite  the  bad  weather  the  items  of  information  to 
hand  show  that  the  number  of  anglers  out  during  the 
holidays  was  far  above  what  has  ever  previously  been 
known  in  Leicestershire.  The  heavy  falls  of  rain  proved 
very  disappointing  to  the  hosts  of  anglers  who  sought 
the  various  resorts  ; but,  taken  as  a whole,  the  results 
were  fairly  satisfactory,  many  extremely  heavy  bags 
being  made  in  the  district.  One  take  is  especially 
worthy  of  note,  this  being  the  catch  of  Messrs.  G. 
Bonner,  T.  Fetehell,  and  two  friends,  at  the  Avon,  near 
Sharnbrook.  The  combined  bag  weighed  751b.,  and 
consisted  of  roach,  bream,  and  pike,  chiefly  roach.  The 
best  fish  of  the  lot  was  a splendid  roach,  which  weighed 
lib.  8jOz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Bonner.  Leicester  angling  has 
been  vigorously  pursued.  On  Monday  Messrs.  H.  Brunt, 
C.  Richardson,  and  W.  Manship  took  the  first,  third,  and 
fourth  prizes  at  the  Soar  angling  competition  at  Lough- 
borough. The  Leicester  Society’s  stretch  is  now  in  good 
order,  and  the  roach  are  feeding  splendidly.  Patronage 
all  the  way  up  to  Wigston  has  been  rather  too  plentiful 
this  week,  so  many  aDglers  preferred  keeping  near 
home  owing  to  the  continuous  prospect  of  rain.  A few 
takes  from  the  home  waters  were  : Mr.  Worth,  131b. 
roach ; Mr.  Smith,  101b.  ; Mr.  Parker,  91b. ; Mr.  Hobbs, 
91b. ; Mr.  Barrow,  71b.  ; Mr.  Taylor,  71b.  ; Mr.  W.  Man- 
ship,  111b. ; and  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Horton  landed 
pike. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Fishing  has  not  been  quite  so  good  during  the  past 
week  on  the  Bure,  probably  owing  to  the  increased 
traffic  occasioned  by  the  various  regattas  held  at  Acle 
and  Wroxham.  On  the  Yare  some  nice  roach  have 
been  secured,  the  best  catch  being  one  of  5st.  10glb., 
taken  at  Buckenham,  on  Monday,  by  Mr.  Wright  and 
his  son,  of  Norwich.  A few  small  pike  and  some  good 
perch  have  been  taken  in  various  parts  of  the  district, 
with  artificial  spinning  baits. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  in  the  Nottingham 
district  interferes  with  the  due  progress  of  sport  amongst 
the  Nottingham  anglers’  fond  delight  — the  barbel. 
Rain  has  fallen  daily,  and  the  wet  keeps  the  river  in  a 
condition  of  fluctuation  that  is  the  reverse  of  satisfactory 
to  those  going  in  search  of  coarse  fish.  In  the  Shardlow 
length  the  subscribers  have  eschewed  barbel  fishing  for 
a turn  amongst  the  large  bream  abounding  in  what  is 
known  as  the  “Long  Swim.”  The  fish  are  not  often 
caught  in  a feeding  humour,  but  during  the  holidays  a 
large  number  of  splendid  fellows  have  fallen  to  the 
rods  of  tho  Rev.  Harry  Spray,  Messrs.  G.  Bates,  H.  R. 
Wilkins,  and  others.  A few  have  scaled  41b.  7oz.  each. 
At  King’s  Mills  Mr.  E.  Peat  and  myself  have  taken 
several  barbel,  and  in  the  roach  swim  above  Wenham 
Hole  the  votaries  of  creed  wheat  have  done  fairly  well 
amongst  roach.  In  the  Wilford  section  Mr.  J.  Boyd 
has  creeled,  with  worm,  a large  quantity  of  white  bream, 
chub,  and  dace,  one  of  the  last-named  weighing  1.3joz. 
It  is  an  exceptional  specimen  for  Wilford.  At  Holme 
Pierrepont  Mr.  J.  Lowater  and  friend  killed  five  barbel 
on  Bank  Holiday,  and  the  two  were  out  again  on 
Tuesday,  though  without  so  much  as  obtaining  a barbel 
bite.  Scores  of  eels  have  been  caught  by  the  ledger 
fishermen.  The  fly-fishers  have  suffered  in  sport  in 
consequence  of  the  variable  condition  of  the  elemonts. 
On  Wednesday  the  river  was  low,  and  with  fine  settled 
weather,  barrelling  would  speedily  become  popular 
again. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Tho  heavy  rains  wo  have  been  experiencing  have 
greatly  improved  tho  condition  of  tho  rivers  and  drains, 
and  as  fish  are  most  plentiful  wo  shall  soon  be  hoaring 
of  bettor  baskets  than  have  been  experienced  this  week. 
Anglers  are  delighted  at  the  fact  that  weeds  are  now 
being  pretty  generally  cloarod  away.  Bream  are  still 
providing  excellent  sport,  and  roach  are  now  in  some- 
thing like  condition.  Reports  from  all  tho  woll  known 
fishing  grounds  are  very  favourable,  and  tliero  are 
plenty  of  good  baskets  recorded.  Tho  trout  streams  in 
the  distriot  have  boon  nicely  coloured,  and  both  lly  and 


bottom  anglers  have  placed  some  nice  fish  to  their  credit. 
Among  the  many  fishing  matches  of  late  the  most 
important  has  been  one  open  to  all  England,  at  Brigg 
last  Monday,  the  amount  of  the  prizes  being  £49.  The 
fishing  ground  was  between  Castlethorpe  and  Appleby 
Bridges,  at  Brigg,  and  there  were  240  entries.  As  was 
the  case  in  the  Hull  match  the  other  week,  tho 
Sheffielders  again  came  out  victorious,  though  the 
catches  were  not  of  very  great  weight.  That  well- 
known  angler  Mr.  G.  Harrop,  of  illeeley.  a suburb  of 
Sheffield,  was  first  with  31b.  8oz. ; F.  Bird,  also  of 
Sheffield,  coming  second  with  21b.  loz. ; W.  Darwin 
got  lib.  13 IoK ; G.  Goddard,  11b.  lOjoz.  ; and  Pun 
Wilson,  lib.  lOJoz.,  all  coming  from  Sheffield.  Much 
satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  arrangements  made. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

At  Ironbridge,  Salop,  William  Owen  and  Richard 
Williams,  well-known  poachers,  were  recently  charged, 
on  a warrant,  with  unlawfully  assaulting  Frederick 
Herring,  bailiff  to  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators, 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Herring.  The  chief  magistrate, 
characterising  the  assault  as  unprovoked  and  unjustifi- 
able, sentenced  Williams  to  twenty-one  days’  imprison- 
ment for  assaulting  Herring,  and  fourteen  days  for  the 
assault  on  the  woman  ; Owen  to  twenty-one  days  in  the 
first  case  and  seven  days  in  the  second ; each  to  pay 
costs,  or  in  default  a further  seven  days. — The  chair- 
man of  the  Severn  Conservators,  Mr.  J.  Willis  Bund, 
has  recently  referred  in  somewhat  strong  terms  to  the 
ever  “ hostile  ” manner  in  which  he  states  the  board  is 
treated  by  local  justices  in  cases  brought  before  them  of 
offences  against  the  fishery  laws.  It  may  be  well,  how- 
ever, before  agreeing  with  the  chairman  in  his  strictures, 
to  carefully  consider  the  nature  of  the  cases  which  have 
been  tried  before  the  magistrates  of  the  various  divi- 
sions during  the  last  year  or  two.  We  find  that  they 
are  Dot,  comparatively  speaking,  of  a very  serious 
nature,  and  that  the  anglers  themselves  figure  conspicu- 
ously in  the  list  for  capturing  one  or  two  samlets,  foul 
hooking,  taking  a fish  in  the  close  season,  &c.  Were 
the  majority  of  the  cases  for  such  offences  a3  the  one 
recorded  at  Ironbridge — for  wholesale  netting  or  the 
generally  reprehensible  acts  of  the  poacher — we  should 
be  inclined  to  enforce  the  call  of  Mr.  Willis  Bund  for 
stern  measures. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition  again,  and  a nice 
level.  Sport  was  very  brisk  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
in  the  Teme  some  fine  trout  and  several  nice  brace  of 
grayling  were  taken,  maggot  and  fly  killing  well ; the 
best  specimen  fish  was  a very  fine  trout  taken  by  Mr. 
Martin  Perks,  weighing  between  21b.  and  31b.  The 
dace  are  taking  the  Black  Gnat  and  the  maggot  splen- 
didly, and  some  rare  takes  have  been  had,  while  the 
chub  have  been  giving  rare  sport.  In  the  Severn  the 
chief  sport  has  been  among  the  roach,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Avon.  Creed  wheat,  paste,  and 
wasp  grub  have  been  used,  and  catches  of  from  101b. 
to  201b.  have  been  had.  Monday  would  have  been  a big 
day  among  the  anglers  in  this  district.  Several  com- 
petitions were  arranged,  but  the  'heavy  downpour  of 
rain  during  the  whole  of  the  morning,  put  a stop  to 
nearly  all.  A good  number  went  short  distances  in  the 
afternoon  and  had  capital  sport.  The  late  rise  in  the 
Severn  has  improved  salmon  fishing  very  much,  some  of 
the  nets  having  done  exceedingly  well. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  been  very  dull  on  the  majority  of 
waters  in  this  county.  On  the  Blackwater  salmon  are 
supposed  to  be  very  numerous,  but  no  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  greater  portion  of  this  water.  The  Lee  has 
yielded  little  or  no  sport  recently.  The  West  Cork 
streams  have  fished  well  in  the  line  of  trout,  and  several 
large  baskets  have  been  had.  The  gling  con- 

tinues good  all  along  the  coast. 

DUBLIN. — During  bank  holiday  time  all  the  rivers 
in  this  district  were  en  fete  with  rods  ; the  weather  was 
all  that  could  be  desired,  and  anglers  were  rewarded 
with  excellent  sport.  Sea  trout  are  up  in  numbers, 
whilst  the  fisheries  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liffey  have  done 
well  this  season.  The  preserves  along  the  higher  reaches 
at  Lucan  have  entertained  numerous  salmon  rods  with 
success.  The  North  Dublin  waters  are  in  good  order  and 
are  fishing  well.  Changeable  weather  is  reported  from 
some  of  the  big  fisheries  along  the  Shannon,  but,  not- 
withstanding^ goodly  number  of  peal  have  been  grassed, 
notably  at  Castleconnell.  Westmeath  Lakes  continue 
to  attract  a large  number  of  anglers. 

KERRY.— Sport  has  fallen  off  very  much  on  nearly 
all  waters.  On  Waterville  Lake  the  sea  trout  angling — 
which  used  to  be  so  good  at  this  time  in  formor  years — 
is  now  affording  but  very  poor  sport.  Troutinghas  been 
fair  at  Killarney,  but  salmon  angling  at  this  station  has 
been  practically  nil.  Tho  North  Kerry  streams  have 
fished  well  on  a few  days  after  having  heavy  floods,  and 
several  anglers  wore  credited  with  one  or  two  salmon 
daily.  The  Inny  has  been  in  fine  order  during  tho  week. 


A country  gontloman  who  owns  exoellont  covertshoot- 
ing recently  invited  a famous  big  game  shot.  When  the 
“ shoot  ” was  over,  the  host,  being  a modest  man,  said 
diffidently  : “ I am  afraid  yon  find  our  English  shooting 
a little  tamo  after  your  South  African  experiences  P ” 
“ Well,”  repliod  Baron  Munohauson,  “ to  speak  frankly, 
I do.  You  see  this  popping-away  at  dioky-birdH  is  a bit 
monotonous  to  a chap  aocustomod  to  hear  tho  boaters 
ory  : ‘ Lion  to  tho  right ; elephant  to  tho  loft  ; rhino 
behind  ; oatrioh  ovor  I ’ ” — Vanity  Fair. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.  Bradford. — The  grilse  taken  by  Mr.  Hutchings 
must  have  reoeived  the  injury  when  young  or  have  been 
born  so,  as  the  skin  was  perfect.  Such  cases  are  by  no 
means  rare  ; only  very  recently  we  gave  an  illustration 
of  a trout  similarly  malformed. 

Waltonian. — Best  results  are  to  be  obtained  fishing 
the  two  hours  before  full  tide  and  two  hours  afterwards. 

H.  E.  W.— The  fish  would  be  more  likely  to  render 
the  water  dirty  than  to  purify  it.  The  water  should 
certainly  not  be  used  to  drink. 

H.  Wilson. — The  “ Yorkshire  Anglers’  Guide  to  the 
Whole  of  the  Fishing  on  the  Yorkshire  Bivers  ” will 
give  you  every  possible  information.  Apply  to  Mr.  Tom 
Bradley,  20,  Green’s-oourt,  Briggate,  Leeds. 


CorresponUttttc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB,  LIMITED. 

Dear  Sir, — Beferring  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  letter  in 
your  issue  of  the  4th  inst.,  I have  made  inquiries  from 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wutach  in  the  spring, 
and,  having  fished  it  in  the  autumn,  I have  pleasure  in 
answering  his  questions.  The  proportion  of  trout;  to 
grayling  is  about  ten  to  one,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  the 
grayling  crowding  out  the  trout.  The  average  of  both 
grayling  and  trout  run  from  fib.  to  lib.  each,  but  many 
trout  up  to  21b.  are  caught.  By  law  nothing  under  8in., 
and  by  the  rules  of  the  club  nothing  under  10in.,  can  be 
taken. 

The  best  months  in  the  spring  are  May  and  June  for 
trout,  and  in  autumn  the  last  fortnight  in  August  and 
September  for  trout  and  grayling. 

I am  obliged  by  your  footnote  on  the  point  of  grayling 
being  taken  out  of  season.  I can  fully  endorse  what 
you  say,  as  the  great  desire  is  to  keep  up  the  present 
magnificent  head  of  fish  in  the  river.  The  fishing  is 
first-rate,  and  if  Mr.  Tod  will  either  write  me  through 
you  or  direct  for  any  further  particulars  he  wants,  or 
give  me  a call,  I shall  be  glad  to  give  him  all  the  infor- 
mation in  my  power. 

I may  add  that  the  club  is  an  accomplished  fact,  and 
that  more  than  suflicient  applications  for  shares  have 
been  received,  so  much  so  that  the  directors  do  not  pro- 
pose allotting  to  anyone  taking  less  than  two  shares.— 
Yours  faithfully,  F.  Douglas  Norman. 

4,  New-court,  Lincoln’s-inn,  London,  W.C. 


BAD  BOLL  CLUB— BIVEB  WUTACH,  &c. 

Sir,— I can  only  reply  to  the  footnote  which  you  have 
added  to  my  letter  in  to-day’s  issue  (Aug.  4)  that  my 
desire  was  to  obtain  satisfactory  answers  to  my  ques- 
tions, and  in  no  way  to  cast  the  slightest  imputations 
on  the  directors  as  sportsmen  or  gentlemen.  Why  I 
asked  the  question,  which  you  seem  to  think  an  objec- 
tionable one,  was  that  I thought  I could  recall  to  mind 
a letter  or  a “ paper”  in  this  journal,  or  in  the  Field, 
some  little  time  back  where  the  bags  were  mixed  ones, 
and  I naturally  wanted  to  know  at  what  time  of  the 
year  these  bags  were  taken.  I thank  you  for  your 
answer,  and  I shall  regard  this  question  as  satisfac- 
torily answered  by  you,  and  I now  confine  myself  to  the 


other  questions,  adding,  however,  these  questions  : 
How  many  pounds  of  trout  may  a good  fly  fisherman 
reasonably  reckon  on  during  the  months  of  April,  May. 
and  June— the  daily  average  ? Ditto  grayling  later  on  P 

May  I hope  that  the  answers  given  will  increase 
publio  confidence,  as  far  from  wishing  to  do  it  harm,  I 
wish  the  Bad  Boll  Club  every  success,  suocess  in  pro- 
portion to  the  sport  it  is  able  to  guarantee  to  any  skilful 
fly  fisherman  who  invests  in  a share  or  shares. — I am, 
&c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

VASELINE  v.  PABAFFIN. 

Dear  Sir, — I was  somewhat  surprised  to  see  in  your 
splendid  Summer  Number  nearly  half  a column  of  space 
devoted  to  the  laudation  of  the  paraffin  bottle,  by  Mr. 
T.  Andrews.  But  Mr.  A.  is  two  years  at  least  behind 
the  times  in  this  connection.  We  South  of  England  dry- 
fly  men  have  given  up  paraffin  years  ago  in  preference 
for  vaseline,  and  no  practical  fisherman  who  has  tried 
the  latter  would  ever  go  back  to  the  oil  bottle.  A little 
piece  of  vaseline,  the  size  of  a nut,  carried  in  a tin  vesta 
box,  will  anoint  your  flies  and  keep  your  line  greased, 
for  a month,  even  if  you  fish  as  often  as  I do.  Not  the 
least  of  the  advantages  of  vaseline  is  that  you  can  put  it 
on  the  wings  of  your  flies  as  well  as  the  hackle  and  body, 
and  it  will  rejuvenate  an  old  fly  in  a wonderful  manner. 
The  credit  of  this  discovery  belongs  to  Mr.  A.  C.  Baker, 
of  the  Sporting  and  Dramatic  staff,  who  also  dyes  his 
flies,  at  the  river  side,  with  aniline  colours  and  vaseline, 
mixed,  thus  j getting  any  required  shade  in  a few 
seconds. 

Many  thanks  to  the  “ Amateur  Angler  ” for  his  very 
delightful  article  re  Lake  Vyrnwy. — Yours  truly, 

C.  W.  Gedney. 

P.S. — I hear  that  the  flax  water  is  now  in  all  the 
rivers  of  Ulster,  and  that  there  will  be  do  more  fishing 
in  Antrim  and  Derry  until  the  middle  of  September. 

[Mr.  Gedney  is  evidently  not  aware  that  the  advan- 
tages of  using  oil  on  flies  used  in  dry  fly  fishing  was, 
some  years  ago,  first  published  in  our  columns  by  Mr. 
T.  Andrews,  to  whom  the  world  of  dry  fly  anglers  is 
indebted  for  this  invaluable  tip.  Vaseline  has  since 
been  recommended  in  our  columns  and  in  the  Field  for 
the  same  purpose ; some  anglers  use  one,  some  the 
other.  Wo  think  a little  odourless  paraffin  is  cleaner 
and  more  easily  applied  than  vaseline.  You  simply 
put  a drop  of  paraffin  on  the  fly,  and  the  thing  is  done, 
body,  hackle,  wings  and  all. — Ed.] 


THE  LENGTH  OF  SALMON  LINE. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — Will  any  of  your  kind  readers 
inform  me  the  extreme  length  of  line  a salmon  has  been 
known  to  unwind  in  its  run  ? I am  told  a salmon  line 
should  be  140  yards  in  length.  I am  in  doubt  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this.  It  appears  to  me  too  much. — Yours 
truly,  Costa  Duplex. 

[The  best  salmon  line  is  made  up  as  follows  : About 
50  yards  of  double  tapered  line  for  casting,  attached  to 
a fine  dressed  back  line  of  from  50  to  80  yards.  The 
back  line  must  be  strong,  of  course,  but  as  it  is  only  to 
play  the  fish  and  not  to  cast,  it  should  be  much  finer,  as 
it  then  takes  up  much  less  space  on  the  reel,  and  does 
not  hold  the  water  as  a heavy  line  does  when  a fish  is 
going  against  the  stream.  We  have  never  had  a salmon 
| take  off  “ a hundred  yards  of  line  at  one  rush,”  as  one 
sometimes  hears  they  do,  but  we  have  often  had  one  take 
off  nearly  as  much  in  a series  of  rushes.  The  salmon  is 
a tremendously  stroag  animal  and  can  travel  at  a terrific 
pace,  and  you  can  never  tell  for  certain  how  far  or  bow 
fast  he  will  go. — Ed.] 


HEBLING  AND  SEWIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  on  the  Dovey,  North  Wales,  last 
week  for  sea  trout,  with  a friend,  several  of  the  fish 
caught  were  said  by  a local  gentleman  to  be  sewin,  and 
a distinct  fish  from  the  seafront;  and  he  also  declared 
that  the  grilse  of  sea  trout  did  not  ascend  the  Dovey, 
although  we  caught  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  fine 
specimens  of  “ herling  ” or  “ whitling.” 

Will  you  kindly  say  in  your  next  issue  if  there  is  such 
: a distinct  fish  called  the  sewin,  and  whether  the  herling 
of  the  Border  Esk  is  or  is  not  the  grilse  of  the  sea  trout  ? 
and  oblige, — Yours  truly,  J.  H.  F. 

[Herling  is  generally  used  in  the  North  of  England  as 
a name  for  the  sea  trout  on  its  first  return  from  the  sea. 
Sewin  is  generally  used  on  the  west  coast  as  a name  for 
the  salmon  on  its  first  return  from  the  sea,  the  more 
general  name  being  grilse.  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  in  his 
“Salmon  Problems,”  gives  a list  of  different  names  of 
Salmonidce  as  used  in  different  localities.  The  same 
fish  has  dozens  of  different  names. — Ed.] 


“ THAMES  AND  TWEED.” 

Sir, — I have  perused  with  much  pleasure  your  excel- 
lent and  copious  notice  in  the  current  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  a revised  and  enlarged  third  edition  of 
Mr.  George  Booper’s  entertaining  and  instructive  book 
“ Thames  and  Tweed,”  and  I trust  you  will  allow  me  to 
offer  a word  of  comment  upon  his  remarks  touching  the 
apparent  impossibility  of  taking  barbel  from  certain 
holes  in  the  Thames  known  to  be  swarming  with  this 
wary  and  cunning  fish — notably  a barbel  hole  near  the 
mill  tail  by  Caversham  lock — which,  he  says,  “ after 
long  and  fruitless  endeavours,  the  attempt  to  catch 
them  has  been  given  up  as  hopeless  by  all  the  fishermen 
in  that  neighbourhood.” 

Now,  as  Mr.  Booper  does  not  enlighten  us  as  to  the 
style,  or  styles,  of  angling  adopted  by  the  fishermen 
before  they  gave  up  the  task  as  hopeless,  one  is  curious 
to  know  how  they  set  to  work. 

I simply  give  my  experience  as  an  old  fisher  of 
Walton’s  river,  when  I say  that  certain  stretches  of  tte 
back-waters  of  the  old  Biver  Lea  hold  splendid  and 
handsome  specimens  of  that  eminently  crafty  fish,  and 
it  is  a fact  well  known  to  old  Lea  fishermen,  that,  shy 
and  cunning  as  he  is,  there  is  only  one  method  by  which 
the  Lea  barbel  can  be  successfully  circumvented,  and 
that  is  by  carefully  noting  the  hole  or  holes  where  they 
are  known  to  lie,  and  then  baiting  the  place  with  whole 
lobs  (as  chopped  worms  are  soon  devoured  by  the  small 
fry),  inclosed  in  well-kneaded  stiff  clay  balls,  allowing 
twenty  hours  to  elapse,  and  then  after  dark,  the  night 
following  the  baiting,  try  them  with  a well  scoured  lob 
on  strong  ledger  tackle,  and  1 venture  to  say,  that  if 
the  fish  are  there,  and  on  the  feed,  which  they  usually 
are  during  a warm,  muggy  night,  the  angler  will  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  result. 

I have  fished  the  back-waters  of  the  Lea  during  the 
past  thirty  years,  and  can  testify  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
very  rarely  indeed  that  the  barbel  in  that  river  will  feed 
in  the  daytime.  You  may  see  them  rolling  over  and 
playing  about  in  the  heavy  beds  of  waving  weeds,  but 
they  won’t  look  at  a bait  of  any  description.  Night  is 
the  only  time  they  will  feed,  and  my  long  experience 
fully  bears  out  the  fact  that  the  barbel  is  quite  as 
nocturnal  in  its  habits  as  the  eel,  and  both  are  taken  on 
the  ledger  right  through  the  night.  Many  anglers  who 
have  never  practiced  night  fishing  would  be  very  muoh 
astonished  at  the  feeding  and  splashing  that  goes  on 
during  a warm  summer’s  night  in  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  especially  after  a showery  day  ; and  it  is 


Now  Ready. 

“THE  YORKSHIRE  ANGLERS’  GUIDE" 

(Second  Edition) 

To  the  whole  of  the  Fishing  on  the  Yorkshire  Bivers. 


By  TOM  BRADLEY-, 

Author  of  “ The  Yorkshire  Bivers." 

With  Large  Map  of  this  Bivers  and  Bait, ways. 
Price  I/O,  Post  Free  1/S. 

20,  GEEEN’S  COURT,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS. 


YACHTING  & FISHING NORFOLK  BROADS 

Yachts,  3 to  40  Tons,  for  Hire. 

Send  for  List,  post  free. 

FISHING  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Lists  post  free. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 


54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

DAVID  SLATER  & Co.,  Newark-on-Trent, 


WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  PISHING 
TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

Largeft  manufacturer  of  Nottingham  Rode  and  Reels  in  the  World. 

Only  m-kerH  of  Slater's  oelebratecl  Patent  Combination  Reel,  in  Wood, 
Ebonite,  or  Metal.  „ , 

The  " Fly-fisher's  Winch"  (Registered),  the  most  perfect  Trout  Winch 
made,  10-4.  0d  and  134.  Gd, 

fclaipr’8  **Ne\v  Style”  dun  Metal  Salmon  and  Trout  Reels  are  the 
lightest  made  and  of  tne  hast  qualify,  . „ . 

Tho  “ Nowark  Perfection  Roo,'1  Eaat  India  Cano,  built  handle,  Univorfli* 
winch  flttlngn,  two  fcorp,  from  lift,  to  12ft.,  from  2ls.,  stands  unrivalled  fo 
all  klnda  of  bottom  fishing  or  trout  ►pinning. 

Slater's  A i Champion  Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Fly  Rods,  with 
or  without  Cork  Handles,  from  2ls.  to  52s. 

Speciality.  Slator’s  15s.  Greenheart  Trout  Fly  Rod,  equal  to  any 
guinea  Rod  In  the  Market. 

Any  kind  of  Rods  or  Reels  made  to  order  on  the  sliortoist  uotice  to 
Customers'  own  Patterns,  Price  Lteta  free  on  application- 


Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens. 

THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

OLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTBICT  BAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COUBTS, 
THEATBES,  STBAND,  THE  BIVEB,  Ac. 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FLYFISH ERS'  CLUB.) 


VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED,  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  0s. 
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not  tho  loftst  ox  adoration  to  say  that  many  times  I 
havo  had  tho  ro<l  noarly  pullod  out  of  my  hands  with  tho 
sharp,  bold,  hoavy  tugs  at  tho  ledgor,  both  from  barbel 
and  largo  oels. 

Under  those  circumstances  I oannot  but  fool  strongly 
convinced  that,  if  theHO  barbel  liolon  referred  to  by  Mr, 
Hooper  had  been  well  clay-balled  in  tho  manner  I havo 
mentioned,  and  fishod  with  tho  lodgor  after  dark , it 
may  very  safoly  be  predicted  that  not  a few  specimens 
of  this  handsomo,  well-made,  sport-giving  fish  would  find 
themselves  floundering  in  tho  punt  well. 

In  conclusion,  I can  only  say  that  (mainly  because  of 
tho  abundance  of  natural  food  at  this  season  of  tho 
yoar),  in  my  opinion,  I do  not  know  a more  difficult  river 
to  fish  than  the  back-waters  of  tho  old  liivor  Loa,  and  if 
the  method  I have  indicated  is  snooessful  for  taking 
barbel  in  that  river,  why  not  in  these  apparently 
hitherto  impregnable  holes  on  tho  Thames?— I am,  &o., 

Stratford,  Essex,  July  18.  W.  J.  Carter. 

[At  the  place  mentioned  by  Mr.  Roopor  night  fishing 
is  illegal  by  a Thames  Conservancy  Bye-Law,  not  always 
enforced,  perhaps.  All  the  same,  we  are  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  Cartor  for  his  letter. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  you  kindly  inserted 
for  me,  I have  received  one  from  Switzerland  from  a 
Mr.  Weismann,  who  writes  from  Zurich,  in  which  he 
says  thero  is  very  good  pike,  perch,  and  chub  fishing  in 
Lake  Lungern.  at  the  foot  of  the  Brunig,  within  two 
hours’  reach  of  Interlaken  and  Luzern.  Good  hotels  in 
the  village,  four  to  five  francs  per  day  for  board  and 
lodging,  and  four  francs  for  boat  and  man,  boat  alone 
one  frano  per  day.  The  right  of  fishing  is  obtained  of 
the  landlord,  six  francs  a month,  and  includes  trout 
fishing  in  the  small  rivers  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
names  of  the  hotels  are  Alpenhof  and  Lion.  Mr. 
Weismann  asks  me  to  forward  this  information  to  you. 

Circumstances  will  prevent  my  getting  to  Switzerland 
this  year,  and  I hope  to  go  to  Norway  instead  in  the 
first  half  of  September.  Will  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  kindly  give  me  information  of  any  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Vossevangen  or  Gudvangen. — Yours 
faithfully,  A.  C.  Ingle. 


LOB  OR  DEW  WORMS. 

Sir, — Re  the  above,  your  contributor,  “ Angler 
Canoeist,”  says  : “ The  most  successful  and  experienced 
fisherman  we  ever  knew  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them,  declaring  they  were  useless,  and  we  are  bound  to 
admit,  in  favour  of  this  opinion,  that  when  using  ‘ dews  ’ 
very  few  small  fish,  and  never  any  large  ones,  were 
secured.”  This  is,  indeed,  a revelation,  for  the  best 
bream,  tench,  chub,  and  perch  I ever  took  were  captured 
with  Nottingham  lob  or  dew  worms.  More,  I have 
known  both  bream  and  tench  (I  will  say  nothing  about 
barbel)  prefer  these  worms  to  any  other.  Worms,  mark 
you,  that  bad  been  scoured  in  moss  until  they  were 
thrice  as  tough  as  when  they  were  “ gathered,”  and 
consequently  less  earthy.  “ Angler  Canoeist  ” goes  on 
to  say  : “We  believe,  however,  we  are  correct  in  stating 
that  this  repugnance  of  fish  to  these  worms  is  only 
manifested  at  those  months  of  the  year  when  the  worms 
have  been  picked  off  the  grass  when  they  were  crawling 
about  in  great  numbers  for  breeding  purposes.”  All  I 
can  say  is,  I have  never  found  them  so  accommodating, 
and  this  is  the  period  when  these  worms  are  most  in 
demand  by  all  classes  of  anglers  to  catch  carp,  tench, 
eels,  flounders,  perch,  bream,  pope,  dace,  barbel,  and 
even  big  roach  in  a discoloured  water,  and  for  this 
reason  have  been  advertised  in  the  Gazette  for  weeks 
past  by  Mr.  Theaker  and  other  well-known  dealers.  I 
have  “ gathered  ” a few  lob  or  dew  worms  in  my  time, 
but  I must  confess  I have  never  seen  them  “ crawling 
about  in  great  numbers.”  After  a spell  of  very  dry 
weather  a few  worms  may  be  found  well  out  of  the 
earth  ; but,  like  ourselves,  worms  have  certain  duties  to 
perform  and  preparations  to  make,  and  if  they  were 
crawling  about  all  over  the  place  in  great  numbers  they 
could  not  attend  to  them,  but  if  they  stayed  out  too 
long  they  might  be  attended  to  in  a manner  that  would 
be  far  from  pleasant  ; at  any  rate  (more  especially  on 
lawns  and  sheep  pastures)  it  often  requires  considerable 
skill  and  care  to  force  them  out  of  their  holes  without 
breaking.— I am,  &e.,  O.  0.  D. 

FISHING  AT  DOVER. 

Sir, — I shall  be  having  a few  weeks  at  Dover  in 
September,  and  shall  put  in  all  my  time  at  fishing. 
Will  you  grant  me  the  favour  by  inserting  a query  in 
your  paper  whether  any  fishing  is  to  be  got  there,  sea 
and  freshwater,  what  baits  are  best,  and  all  particulars? 
and  if  you  could  kindly  place  me  in  communication  with 
a brother  angler  who  knows  the  district.  I should  esteem 
it  a favour.  I may  add  I was  there  all  last  week,  was 
out  in  a boat  all  day  long,  used  lug,  sand,  and  rock 
worms,  but  had  no  sport  whatever.  Is  tho  fault  my 
extra  strong  tackle  or  what  ? Being  a novice  at  sea 
fishing,  perhaps  I may  get  what  I require  to  know 
through  you.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I remain, 
yours  faithfully,  Walter  Williams. 

ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Sir. — If  Mr.  Tothill  can  be  content  with  little  fish  he 
will,  I think,  find  plenty  of  amusement  in  the  Manx 
streams.  He  inquires  what  are  tho  best  flies  for  August. 
Those  fished  in  any  mountain  river  are  no  doubt  correct 
here,  the  Snipe,  light,  and  dark.  Partridge  and  Orange, 
Grouse,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Ac.  Personally  I have  during 
visits  of  late  years  gone  in  altogether  for  tho  worm  on 
Pennell  or  Stewart  tackle,  of  course  wading  up  stream. 
If  tho  aim  is  more  particularly  in  tho  direction  of  trout 
fishing  I should,  say  stay  at  Ramsey,  It  is  only  a fow 
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miles  from  Sulby  Glen  station,  and  tho  Sulby  river, 
being  tho  most  considerable,  is  also  orodited  with  being 
tho  best  fishing  ground.  The  attractions  of  Douglas  do 
not  in  all  oases  tend  to  encourage  the  visitor  to  seek  tho 
seol union  of  tho  glens  ( verb  sap.).  Presuming  Ramsey 
is  headquarters,  tho  following  little  programme  might  bo 
carried  out;  if  staying  at  Douglas  the  railway  journeys 
would,  of  course,  be  longer : Train  to  Sulby  Glon 

station  ; walk  towards  the  glen  for  half  to  three-quarters 
of  a mile,  then  fish  up,  if  neoossary,  to  Tholt-e-will. 
There  are  some  fair  stretches  for  oxerciso  of  tho  fly  in 
thiH  length  of  about  four  miles.  Another  day,  train  to 
St.  John’s  Walk  round  by  IDllacraino  Hotel,  turning 
up  there  for  Glen  Helen,  and  when  the  river  (in 
less  than  a quarter  of  a mile)  is  reached,  begin,  and  fish 
up  to  Glon  Helen  Hotel.  Third  day  : Train  to  St. 
John’s,  thence  (if  fond  of  walking,  “hoof  it”)  to  Glen 
Maye,  rather  more  than  four  miles,  go  through  the 
“ grounds”  to  the  shore  and  fish  back  ; if  time  admits 
keep  on  for  a mile  or  more  above  the  little  village  of 
Glon  Maye.  Fourth  day  : Take  one  of  the  Douglas- 
bound  conveyances  as  far  as  Glen  Mona  Hotel,  make 
way  down  to  the  shore,  and  fish  up  as  far  as  practicable 
— about  a mile  and  a quarter.  For  the  rivers  in  the 
south  of  the  island,  the  Santon  and  Silverbnrn,  a long 
journey  would  have  to  bo  undertaken  to  Douglas,  then 
by  rail  to  Santon  or  Ballasalla  stations— whichever 
river  is  selected.  If  Douglas  is  headquarters,  these 
two  latter  would,  of  course,  be  much  more  easily 
reached.  I have  not  fished  either  of  them,  but,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Glen  Maye  stream,  it  would  no  doubt  pro- 
duce best  results  to  fish  the  lower  portion  of  them — 
nearest  tho  sea,  upwards.  As  I have  said,  the  clear 
water  worm  has  been  my  method,  and  with  this  lure  have 
always  secured  fair,  I might  say,  in  most  cases,  ample, 
baskets.  Small  certainly,  as,  for  instance,  one  in  the 
Glen  Helen  river  the  day  after  a good  “ flood  ” of  forty, 
weighing  rather  under  Gib.  My  best  average  dish  was  in 
Glen  Maye — five  to  the  pound,  and  plenty  of  them. 
A fish  or  a miss,  for  it’s  a case  of  “dash  at  it  and 
away  ” with  them,  at  every  cast.  It  is  necessary 
to  procure  a licence,  2s.  Gd.  per  week,  at  the  post-office 
in  Douglas,  or  of  Mr.  Wm.  Cubbon,  Parliament-street, 
in  Ramsey.  The  farmers  are  very  good  in  the  island, 
for  although  I have  wandered  a good  deal  with  my  rod 
in  Mona,  not  once  have  I been  spoken  to  except  in 
friendly  tones  by  the  occupiers  of  the  land.  The  Sulby 
river  no  doubt  has  the  best  fish,  but  it  is  a good  deal 
flogged,  and  except  with  worm  fished  up  I have  not  done 
much  there.  I did  hear  a whisper  recently  that  it  was 
well  to  ask  permission  about  Ballasalla,  so  Mr.  T.  might 
make  a note  of  that. 

With  regard  to  sea  fishing  I cannot  say  how  it  may  be 
in  August.  Last  October  when  I stayed  in  Ramsey  there 
was  great  fun  fishing  the  fly,  big  yellow  and  white 
“contraptions,”  tied  on  a large  hook,  from  the  Queen’s 
Pier.  In  this  way  large  numbers  of  codlings  and 
“ blochan  ” were  captured.  Port  Erin  is  a good  place 
for  this  branch  of  sport.  All  necessary  tackle  and,  I 
may  add,  information,  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Fayot, 
Yictoria-street,  Douglas  ; and  Mr.  Cubbon,  Ramsey. — 

I am,  sir,  &c.  E.  E.  H. 


DRESSING  OF  THE  HOLLOWAY  PARAGON. 

Dear  Sir, — I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  a 
“ dressing  ” of  our  old  friend  the  “ Coachman,”  un- 
known to  the  dealers,  but  which  has  proved  wonderfully 
effective  in  killing  very  fine  fish  in  our  water  here, 
much  threshed  as  it  is,  alas  ! by  most  inexpert  wights. 

This  fly  never  fails  to  secure  sport  after  about  8 p m., 
until  10  p.m.,  and  is  really  the  invention 
of  a local  blacksmith,  most  crafty  of 
anglers,  yclept  Holloway.  Let  it  be 
dubbed  the  Holloway  paragon. 

I shall  communicate  the  pattern  to 
Charles  Farlow,  191,  Strand.  Let  those 
who  use  it  thank  the  inventive  genins 
that  created  a really  first-rate  fly  for 
big  fish  I 

First,  as  to  size  of  hook  — most  moths  are  dressed 
on  far  too  heavy  hooks.  Kendal  Sneek,  No.  11,  is  the 
size.  Body — Peacock  fieri,  as  in  ordinary  Coachman— 
fairly  thick.  Hackle,  ginger  yellow.  Wings,  these 
should  he  pure  white  from  breast  of  mallard  duck, 
dressed  exactly  like  the  ordinary  grey  drake  (straw 
body),  upright. — Yours  faithfully,  R.  H.  Bellairs. 


RAT  TAKING  LIVE  BAIT. 

Sir,— On  Wednesday,  the  11th,  I set  a trimmer  for 
pike,  hanging  it  off  a tree,  the  loose  line  on  the  bank  ; 
the  bait  would  be  in  5ft.  of  water.  The  following  morn- 
ing came  down  in  a boat,  could  not  see  the  line  in  the 
water  ; I took  the  end  on  the  bank  and  began  to  wind  it 
up.  I found  at  last  that  it  went  up  tne  tree.  After 
tightening  the  line  I heard  a squeak ; I looked  up,  but 
could  not  see  for  a moment,  as  the  tree  was  full  of 
loaves ; presently  I saw  a big  rat  on  a bough  half  way 
up.  I pulled,  and  down  she  came,  almost  on  my  head, 
into  the  boat.  She  got  into  a corner  and  began  to  show 
her  teeth,  until  1 settled  her  with  my  stick.  Tho  hooks 
were  in  her  mouth,  and  a hard  job  it  was  to  get  them 
out,  for  she  smelt  awful.  I write  you  this  to  see  if 
some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have 
experienced  anything  like  it.  I have  set  scores  of  them, 
and  this  is  my  first  experience  of  the  kind. — I am,  &c., 
Hugh  Williams,  River  Watcher,  Oorwen. 

P S. — This  rat  was  ihe  brown  rat,  not  tho  little  black 
wator-rat,  with  a tail  about  7in.  long. 


FISHING  AT  BLUNII AM. 

Sir, — Tn  answer  to  Mr.  II.  F.  Hardwick,  Mr.  Elliott, 
of  the  Horso  Shoo  Tun,  left  Blunham  some  time  ago. 
Last  soason  Mr.  Joromo  Danes  had  a small  portion 


of  the  Ivel,  also  of  tho  Onso,  and  yon  could  fish  either 
water  on  payment  of  Is.  per  day,  or  persons  stopping 
a few  days  at  the  hotel  free.  Below  Danes’  water,  or 
rather  cutting  it  in  two  (the  Ivel  water)  is  a mill,  which 
can  be  fished  for  Is.  per  day.  Lodgings  and  meals  used 
to  bo  obtained  at  the  mill  at  moderate  terms. — Yours 
traljr,  a.  J".  Marriott. 


SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 

Sin, — Could  any  of  your  readers  kindly  recommend 
a quiet  seaside  place  in  Cornwall  or  Devonshire,  com- 
bining nice  scenery  with  fair  sea  fishing  ? — I am,  Ac. 

X. 


PROPOSED  FISHERY  DISTRICT  FOR  THE 
CUCKMERE  AND  PEVENSEY  LEVELS. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  July  31,  a meeting  was  held  at 
the  Gildredge  Hotel  of  the  general  committee  appointed 
to  promote  tho  formation  of  the  above  fishery  district. 
Alderman  Morrison,  J.P.  (ex-Mayor  of  Eastbourne;,  and 
Alderman  East  (Sussex  County  Council),  presided.  There 
were  also  present  Mr.  Burtonshaw  (County  Councillor), 
Messrs.  H.  J.  Woodhams  (Secretary),  F.  Bodle  (Alfris- 
ton),  A.  J.  Howard.  J.  Smith  (deputation  from  the 
Brighton  Railway  Works  Piscatorial  Society),  W.  H. 
Hayward  ( Brighton),  A.  J.  Marsh,  V.  T.  Sumfield  (East- 
bourne), &c. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  the  object  of  the  com- 
mittee was  a reasonable  one,  as  on  the  east  was  the 
Rother  Conservancy  and  on  the  west  the  Ouse  Conser- 
vancy, so  that  there  was  a large  quantity  of  water 
between  these  districts  in  which  fish  were  not  protected 
in  any  way  whatever.  If  the  present  proposal  was  in 
any  way  likely  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  property, 
he  would  not  be  the  one  to  advocate  it,  but  it  would 
really  result  in  protecting  property  more  than  at  present. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Howard  moved  the  following  resolution  : 
“ That  this  meeting  cordially  approves  the  steps  taken 
by  the  committee  for  the  promotion  of  a fishery  district 
for  the  Cuckmere  and  Pevensey  Levels  under  the  Salmon 
and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts  (England  and  Wales), 
and  resolves  that  the  proposed  fishery  district  shall  com- 
prise all  that  portion  of  the  County  of  Sussex  lying 
between  the  existing  fishery  districts  of  the  Ouse  and 
Rother,  and  that  Alderman  Morrison  and  Mr.  A.  Bur- 
tenshaw,  C.C.,  be  requested  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  County  Council,  with  a view 
to  that  body  making  the  necessary  application  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.” 

A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
meeting. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge 
to  our  readers : 

Applications  for  Patents. 

G.  Grey,  of  Milfield-Wooler,  Northumberland,  for 

“ Improved  line  drier  for  fishing-rod  lines.” 

R.  E.  Ellis  and  A.  Kay,  of  Leith,  for  “ Angled-side 
roller  trawl  ports.” 

T.  F.  Edgeworth,  of  Bristol,  for  “Improvements  in 
books  or  cases  for  holding  eyed  fishing  flies.” 

H.  Brooke,  of  Liverpool,  for  a “ Fishing-line  winder, 

drier,  and  tackle  reoeptacle.” 

C.  H.  Clarke,  of  London,  for  “ Improvements  in  the 
handles  of  golf  clubs,  tennis  rackets,  bats, 
fishing  rods,  whips,  and  articles  of  a like 
kind.” 


A TALL  SALMON  STORY. 

In  the  early  sixties  I,  with  three  boon  companions, 
good  and  true  fly  men,  went  for  a fortnight’s  tour  to  the 
lakes  and  streams  of  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland. 
We  found  ourselves  one  day  at  a very  comfortable  fish- 
ing quarters,  the  Cross  Keys  at  Tempest  Sowerby.  On 
strolling  into  the  tap-room,  I was  attracted  by  a very 
fair  painting  of  a salmon  on  board  over  the  fireplace. 
On  inquiring  who  was  the  artist  he  was  pointed  out ; I 
found  he  was  the  village  carpenter,  and  on  praising  him 
for  his  skill,  he  modestly  said,  “ I hear,  sir,  Farmer 

N is  coming  in  to-night  to  smoke  a pipe  with  you 

gents.”  I said,  “Yes,  he  has  promised  to  do  so,  but 
what  of  that?”  He  said,  “If  you  want  to  hear  a tall 
salmon  story,  ask  if  he  took  it.”  The  company  began  to 
laugh.  Weil,  not  to  spin  my  story  out  too  long,  I come 

to  the  point.  “ Mr.  N , I have  been  looking  at  a fair 

representation  of  a salmon  in  the  tap-room,  and  have 
been  told  you  caught  it  in  some  peculiar  manner.” 

Farmer  N ’s  story  : “ Weel,  gents,  my  wife  not  being 

vary  weel,  said  she  should  like  a trut,  so  I took  down 
my  trut  rod  and  went  to  the  Eden,  but  the  river  being 
in  flood,  I walked  up  stream?  and  going  along  kicked  a 
rot  into  tho  wator,  when  all  at  once  it  was  taken  down 
by  a big  fish.  ‘ Weel,’  says  I to  myself,  ‘ I never  know 
thei-e  was  a jack  in  this  river  before.’  After  thinking 
a bit,  I says,  ‘ Nay,  it  must  bo  a saumon  ; ’ so  I whips 
off  my  trut  oast  and  claps  on  one  with  a Jock  Soott,  but 
aftor  several  throws  without  success  I fell  into  a sort  of 
study,  so  I pullod  out  my  baooa  to  have  a pipe.  ‘ Ah,’ 
says  I,  ‘ I oan  make  a rot  of  you.’  It  was  one  of  thoso 
hairy  pouches,  you  know, gents,  sol  tied  'nn  up,  leaving 
tho  tail  and  all,  and  it  was  every  bit  like  tho  rot.  Wool, 
gents,  you  may  bolievo  it  or  not,  but  after  the  third  oast 
I hooked  that  Balmon  and  landed  'mi,  and  ho  weighed 
301b.”  0kO  Thu. 


August  18,  1891] 


THE  EISI1ING  GAZETTE 


169 


CONTENTS. 

I Death  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Eansom  Sachs 109 

A Disappointing  Season 169 

| Among  Fish-Pull  Streams  and  Pike  Pools  170 

| New  England  to  Old  England  171 

Sea  Fishing  at  Redcar  171 

The  Wellington  (New  Zealand)  Acclimatization 

Society 172 

■ A July  Day  on  Deeside 176 

Scotch  Notes  173 

' Annual  Report  (33rd)  of  Salmon  and  Freshwater 

Fisheries  175 

Provincial  Notes  182 

Correspondence  185 


NOTICE.  
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agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 
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should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 
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a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  18th,  1894. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  THOMAS  RANSOM 
SACHS. 

One  of  the  only  sad  things  which  our  long 
connection  with  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  brought 
us  has  been  the  chronicling  in  its  columns,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  death  of  friends  made  through 
its  instrumentality. 

It  is  many  years  since  we  made  the  acquaintance 
of  the  veteran  and  much  respected  angler,  Mr. 
T.  R.  Sachs,  and  his  very  amiable  wife,  and  it  is 
with  very  great  regret  we  learn  of  the  sudden 
death  of  Mrs.  Sachs,  at  her  residence,  13,  Hyde 
Park-place,  W.,  on  Saturday  last,  the  11th  inst. 

The  President  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  and 
his  family  have  the  sincere  sympathy  of  all  who 
know  them  in  their  great  loss.  Mrs.  Sachs  was 
72  years  old.  The  interment  will  take  place  at 
Deal. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Anglers  on  Monday 
evening  last  the  delegates  unanimously  passed 
a vote  of  condolence,  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  was  instructed  to  communicate  the  same 
to  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  in  his  bereavement. 


We  are  delighted  to  hear  from  Mr.  D.  Wilson, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club  that,  thanks  to 
his  native  air  on  Spey  side,  he  has  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  do  an  hour  at  the  Spey  cast  with- 
out fatigue  or  suffering.  He  has  killed  a grilse 
1 and  some  sea  trout  lately,  and  predicts  plenty  of 
fish  for  autumn  anglers  on  Spey.  He  desires  to 
he  “ remembered  to  all  old  friends  ; ” as  their 
name  is  legion,  we  chronicle  his  desire  here. 


A DISAPPOINTING  SEASON. 

{Continued  from  page  151.) 

By  H.  S.  Marriott. 

It  was  now  about  two  o’clock,  and  the  sun 
blazed  down  with  a force  and  a fury  people 
without  experience  of  the  summer  in  northern 
climates  would  hardly  suppose  possible  in  such 
high  latitudes.  Not  a cloud  flecked  the  blue 
sky,  not  a ripple  stole  over  the  gleaming  waters 
of  the  lake,  as  we  rowed  over  its  lower  end  in 
order  to  gain  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river, 
which  was  less  heavily  timbered  than  the  nearer 
one.  A more  utterly  hopeless-looking  day  for  a 
fisherman  imagination  could  hardly  depict. 
Still,  fish  are  uncertain  creatures,  and  experience 
taught  me  that  they  would  at  times  rise  freely  in 
quiet  water  even  in  such  weather  as  now  prevailed. 
The  heat  was  intense,  and  by  the  time  I bad 
fought  my  way  through  half  a mile  of  thick  pine 
forest  to  the  place  where  I remembered  some 
rapids  began  I was  pretty  well  done. 

Luckily  for  us,  we  hit  off  the  very  top  of  the 
rapid  I meant  to  fish,  and,  once  by  the  water’s 
side,  the  walking,  though  rough  from  the  boulders 
with  which  the  river  was  edged,  was  not  so  tiring 
as  it  had  been  through  the  close  exasperating 
pine  wood. 

On  the  way  to  the  river  I had  seen  on  the 
wing  some  of  those  great  red  ants  whose  tall 
nests  are  such  conspicuous  objects  in  the  forests 
of  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  accordingly,  to 
comfnence  with,  put  up  an  imitation  of  that 
insect.  About  the  third  or  fourth  cast  it  was 
plain  that  my  choice  was  no  bad  one,  as  a 
good  trout  flashed  up  through  the  quick 
stream  and  fastened.  He  fought  well  in  the 
strong  water,  and  it  was  some  few  minutes 
before  the  first  capture  of  the  day,  a thick, 
handsome,  brightly-marked  fish  of  about  lib., 
was  safely  deposited  in  the  creel.  A little 
lower  down  the  river,  though  still  very  rapid, 
became  rather  deeper,  and  here  the  fun  was  fast 
and  furious.  I do  not  know  that  I ever  caught 
fish  more  quickly,  and,  although  their  size  was 
not  great — l^lb.  being  apparently  the  limit — the 
sport  was  undeniably  good  of  its  kind  ; the  fish 
were  very  strong,  and,  helped  by  the  heavy 
stream,  fought  harder  than  fish  of  a much 
greater  weight  hooked  in  the  quieter  waters  of  a 
lake  or  placid,  slow-flowing  river. 

About  five  o’clock  I sat  down  on  a boulder 
under  the  grateful  shadow  of  a tall  pine  to  smoke 
a pipe  and  rest  a little,  for  the  wading  was  bad 
and  the  heat  still  something  tremendous.  I was 
lazily  watching  the  water  flash  now  and  again  as 
the  trout  seized  some  fly,  when  my  eye  caught  sight 
of  a big  hawk  hovering  almost  motionless  over 
the  river,  like  a kestrel  over  a stubble  field  before 
pouncing  on  the  unlucky  field  mouse  below  him. 
All  at  once  the  great  osprey  dropped  about  20ft. 
lower,  balanced  itself  again  over  the  river  for  a 
few  seconds  opposite  to  where  I was  resting,  and 
then  with  a plunge  and  a splash  like  a huge  stone 
cast  into  the  water,  which  flew  feet  high,  the  big 
bird  di-appeared  for  a moment  beneath  the  sur- 
face, then  emerged  with  a good-sized  trout  in  its 
talons,  and  slowly  and  labouriously  winged  its  way 
towards  some  tall  grey  crags,  where  no  doubt  it 
had  its  nest.  The  local  authorities  have  set  a 
price  on  the  head  of  this  fine  bird — 2|  kroner,  if 
my  memory  serves  me — and  in  consequence  the 
osprey  is  rapidly  becoming  rare  in  Norway. 
It  is  a great  pity.  If  the  authorities  would 
only  stop  the  destruction  of  spawning  fish, 
and  the  terrible  over-netting,  which  in  many 
places  now  bids  fair  to  exterminate  all  the 
fish  large  or  small,  there  would  be  plenty 
of  sport  for  both  man  and  hawk,  and  one 
of  the  finest  and  handsomest  of  the  wild  birds 
of  Scandinavia  would  still  survive,  to  give  plea- 
sure to  the  wandering  naturalist  and  life  and 
motion  to  many  a wild  fjeld  scene. 

I fished  on  steadily  alter  this  till  about  6 p.m  , 
when  my  basket  was  nearly  full,  and  my  small 
attendant  quite  done  with  its  weight.  The  bag 
was  twenty  - five  trout,  weighing  ldjlb.,  the 
largest  being  l|lb. ; nothing  at  all  extraordinary, 
but  a good  piece  of  sport  considering  the  weather 
and  the  fact  that  every  fish  was  caught  in  the 
not  more  than  400  yards  of  water  I had  fished. 
There  was  a wild  look  about  the  sky  to  the  north 
as  I walked  back  to  my  rough  quarters,  which 
threa'ened  queer  weather  in  the  morning,  and 


at  sundown  the  distant  fjelds  had  on  their 
summits  that  curious  copper  tint  which  always 
forbodes  a storm. 

The  next  morning  what  little  of  me  the  fleas 
had  left  was  up  early  and  on  the  way  to  the 
river.  As  I had  foreseen  would  be  the  case,  a 
gale  from  the  north  had  sprung  up  in  the  night, 
and  heavy  rollers  were  sweeping  down  the  lake 
and  breaking  in  sheets  of  white  foam  on  the 
boulders  and  rocks  that  formed  its  shore.  But 
worst  of  all,  hundreds  of  logs  were  driving 
rapidly  before  the  wind  down  the  lake  towards 
the  river. 

Sure  enough  as  soon  as  I had  began  to  fish  th« 
logs  came  tumbling  and  bumping  one  after 
another  down  the  broken  water,  first  by  twos  and 
three3,  and  although  even  these  few  made  the 
fish  wild  and  shy,  I managed  to  catch  some 
twelve  or  thirteen;  but  before  long'  the  skir- 
mishers were  followed  by  the  big  battalions,  and 
the  river  was  simply  covered  with  timber,  some 
afloat  and  some  aground.  Of  course  this  utterly 
spoilt  the  whole  business,  and  a fisherman  had 
about  the  same  chance  of  catching  trout  in  that 
river  as  he  would  have  had  in  a timberyard  in 
England.  In  one  place  the  river  contracted,  and 
large  rocks  here  and  there  showed  their  black 
heads  above  the  water.  Some  of  the  bulkier 
trees  were  soon  stopped  by  them,  and  a solid  raft 
of  timber  was  formed  over  the  whole  stream.  It 
was  perfectly  plain  that  these  obstructions  could 
not  be  very  quickly  removed  by  the  man  whose 
business  it  is  to  clear  stranded  logs  and  to  set 
them  once  more  on  their  long  journey  to  the  saw 
mills  ; and  it  was  also,  alas  ! equally  plain  that 
even  if  any  fish  were  bold  enough  to  rise  and 
take  a fly  in  the  very  few  clear  spots,  they  would 
be  perfectly  certain  to  smash  the  tackle  amongst 
the  timber. 

My  fishing  was,  therefore,  clearly  at  an  end  in 
that  river.  Since  making  land,  I had  already 
travelled  some  three  days  for  the  sake  of  about 
twelve  hours’  fishing,  and  now  I must  up  camp 
and  journey  on  another  three  before  coming  to 
water  I considered  worth  casting  a fly  over.  Bad 
luck!  but  all  in  the  day’s  work,  as  I said  to 
myself,  while  I regretfully  took  my  last  look  at 
that  splendid  piece  of  water. 

The  owner  of  the  station,  if  somewhat  un- 
cleanly, was,  however,  by  no  means  greedy,  for 
when,  before  starting  on  the  following  morning, 
I proposed  paying  for  my  entertainment  she 
utterly  refused  to  accept  anything  whatever, 
saying  the  fish  I had  given  her  were  ample  re- 
compense, and  even  the  lad  who  had  carried  my 
basket  and  waders  declined  to  receive  money  for 
his  work.  Since  the  land  has  been  overrun  with 
tourists  and  midnight-sunners  such  lack  of 
worldly  wisdom  has  become  rare  in  Norway,  and 
I suppose  hardly  obtains  very  much  even  in  that 
guileless  land  beyond  the  Tweed.  The  greater 
part  of  the  next  four  days  was  spent  by  me  in 
carrioles,  steamers,  and  railway  carriages,  as  I 
made  my  way  to  a river  in  which  I had  for  many 
years  usually  enjoyed  magnificent  fishing,  where 
both  trout  and  grayling  of  exceptional  size  were 
to  be  caught  in  quite  unusual  numbers. 

Of  course,  even  there,  bad  seasons  had  from 
time  to  time  intervened,  but  the  good  ones  were 
far  and  away  preponderant,  and  I looked  forward 
with  confidence  to  beating  my  own  record.  It 
was  with  feelings  of  no  little  pleasure  that  I 
viewed  again  the  place  where  I had  so  often  filled 
my  big  creel  with  heavy  grayling  and  splendid 
trout  twice  over  in  a day. 

Fishing  apart,  the  owner  of  the  property  had 
his  lines  cast  in  pleasant  places.  The  house, 
facing  west,  was  sheltered  from  the  east  by  steep 
fjeld,  covered  with  magnificent  pine  forest,  and 
looked  away  over  some  three  hundred  bright 
acres  of  green  pasture,  gently  sloping  down  to 
the  river.  On  the  other  side  of  the  rather  narrow 
valley  rose  an  abrupt  range  of  fjeld,  clothed  from 
base  to  summit  with  darkly  mottled  forest  of 
spruce  and  Scotch  pine,  the  veins  of  bright 
green  which  variegated  the  tall  hill  side  showing 
where  the  little  streams  from  the  upland  swamps 
gave  such  moisture  as  the  willow  and  poplar 
appreciated. 

The  house  and  farm  buildings  formed  between 
them  a kind  of  quadrangle,  of  which  a huge  hay 
barn  was  one  of  the  sides,  and  many  were  the 
heads  of  elk  which,  in  yearly  increasing  number, 
decorated  its  walls,  whilst  here  and  there,  mingled 
with  the  broad  antlers,  the  bleaching  skull  of  a 
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bear,  or  tho  grey  mask  of  a wolf,  proved  some 
mombors  of  the  family  who  owned  this  lino  estate 
to  bo  hardy  sportsmen. 

After  just  ono  “shaal”toour  mutual  health, 
my  good  host  told  me  that  my  old  boatman  was, 
as  it  happened,  about  tho  house  at  that  very  time, 
and  that  another  fisherman,  whose  name  I knew 
as  a momber  of  the  Flyfishers’  Club,  had  been 
fishing  for  some  days  with  but  moderate  success. 
In  my  conceit  I,  of  course,  put  this  down  to  his 
not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  water  and  its 
peculiarities,  and  never  dreamt  but  that  with  a 
good  boatman  and  good  weather  I should  take 
heavy  toll  of  tho  big  fish,  which  I knew  from  past 
experience  to  be  pretty  common  in  the  river. 

Whilst  X.,  a messenger,  was  sent  to  tell  the 
boatman  that  I required  his  services,  I hunted 
out  my  tackle,  and,  joined  by  my  old  henchman 
Ingebret,  was  soon  on  my  way  to  the  boathouse. 
This  said  Ingebret  was,  as  his  appearance  in- 
dicated, somewhat  of  a character.  He  was  then 
about  60  years  old,  of  medium  height,  broadly 
and  stoutly  built,  with  a curiously  flat  face, 
from  which  a pair  of  crafty  looking,  light 
grey  eyes  peered  out  amidst  a mass  of  sandy, 
grizzly  hair,  which  hid  pretty  well  all  his  face 
but  just  his  nose  and  eyes;  he  walked  with  an 
odd,  shambling,  halting  gait,  caused  by  some 
malformation  of  the  foot.  His  costume  too,  was, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  peculiar.  On  his  head  he 
wore  what  remained  of  an  old  grey  shooting  cap 
I had  given  him  some  ten  years  before;  over  his 
shoulders  were  to  be  seen  amongst  a multitude  of 
patches  a few  fragments  of  an  ancient  coat  which 
had  been  bestowed  upon  him  some  ten  year’s 
earlier ; these  in  downward  sequence  were  suc- 
ceeded by  a pair  of  shiny  elk-hide  breeches, 
which,  as  he  used  to  tell  me  with  pardonable 
pride,  were  a kind  of  heirloom,  and  once  a much- 
treasured  possession  of  his  grandfather.  But,  to 
his  own  taste,  the  feature  of  this  picturesque 
costume  was  a pair  of  the  most  extraordinary 
looking  boots  the  world  had  ever  seen,  and  which 
were  manufactured  by  himself.  To  a pair  of 
enormously  thick  and  broad  pine-wood  soles 
Ingebret  had  fastened,  with  huge  copper  rivets, 
thick  ox-hide  upper  leathers,  which  tasteful  pro- 
ductions he  in  his  idle  moments  ever  regarded 
with  fond  admiration.  Altogether,  even  in  a 
country  like  Norway,  where  costumes  are  not  as 
yet  much  regulated  by  the  fads  of  fashion,  he 
presented  a very  remarkable  appearance. 

(To  be  continued.) 

AMONG  FISH-FULL  STREAMS  AND 
PIKE  POOLS. 

(Continued  from  page  146.) 

In  the  Back-flash  Pool  (already  spoken  of)  the 
Water  is  semi-tidal,  i.e  , backed  up  by  the  tides  of 
the  Thames,  making  a rise  and  fall  of  about  3ft. 
Salmon  have  been  known  to  ascend  the  creek  to 
the  pool,  and  many  years  ago  a small  one  was 
caught  there  by  a man  named  Ridley,  an  artizan 
employed  at  John  Hall  and  Son’s  iron  foundry, 
Dartford,  up  to  which  town,  on  the  river 
Darentb,  the  water  was  originally  tidal,  and 
where  as  late  as  the  year  1650  a considerable 
salmon  fishery  existed,  which  in  King  James  I.’s 
reign  paid  a “ tithe  to  the  Royal  Manor  ” of  six 
salmon  annually. 

Within  comparatively  recent  times  salmon 
have  been  captured  in  the  shrimp  nets  at 
Gravesend,  and  one  was  caught  off  Blackwall,  so 
there  may  be  hopes  yet  of  the  Thames  again 
becoming  a salmon  river,  if  only  the  C.C.  and 
the  River  Conservators  will  throw  off  their  crass 
lethargy  and  “ wake  up,”  and  make  it  a penal 
offence  to  turn  sewage  into  the  once  fish-full 
metropolitan  river. 

But  leaving  the  Darenth,  and  getting  back  to 
Surrey  streams  and  pools.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Haslemere  and  Witley  are  some  of  the  latter, 
rare  places  for  pike  and  perch  if  an  angler  can 
only  get  the  necessary  permission  to  fish  them. 

I know  some  Surrey  streams,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  moorlands  and  pinewoods,  almost  as 
wild  and  uncultured  as  tho  backwoods  of  Canada; 
between  the  hills  brooklets  flow,  in  nearly  all  of 
which  trout  may  be  caught  by  dexterously 
pitching  a fly  or  a worm  into  the  eddies  and 
holes  to  be  found  at  every  twist  of  tho  streams. 

A short  and  rather  stiff  rod  is  best  adapted 
for  this  kind  of  fishing ; 6ft.  of  selected  gut,  fine 


as  horsehair,  and,  if  using  worm,  no  tackle  is  so 
good  as  a two-hook  Stewart  tackle.  As  a rule 
the  trout  in  these  places  do  not  exceed  half  a 
pound,  but  one  double  that  weight  may  be  caught 
occasionally.  This  “ brook-fishing” is  pretty  sport, 
but  the  trout  require  “ holding  by  the  head,” 
for  it  is  scarcely  safe  in  some  places  to  give  them 
an  inch  of  line,  for  if  they  “double  you  up” 
round  a stub  or  a root  under  tho  bank,  then  good- 
bye to  trout  and  tackle. 

Some  of  the  pools  are  in  the  midst  of  heathery 
moorlands,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  are  nearly 
surrounded  with  pines  and  firs.  One  I used  to 
fish  was  bounded  at  tho  side  by  a belt  of  tall 
reeds  extending  from  the  bank  for  some  distance 
into  the  water,  which  at  the  extreme  edge  of  the 
reeds  was  from  6ft.  to  8ft.  deep. 

It  was  here  some  years  ago,  when  fishing  with 
a rare  good  angling  friend,  I hooked  a pike  that 
fairly  mastered  me ; not  that  I was  nervous,  but 
it  took  my  live  bait  so  savagely  and  made  such  a 
tremendous  rush,  then  immediately  doubling 
back  under  the  punt  before  I could  get  the  fish 
“ well  in  hand  ” or  control,  that  it  broke  my  top 
joint,  and  went  away  with  float,  tackle,  and  nearly 
a score  yards  of  line.  This  was  the  only  time,  I 
think,  that  ever  I was  “ smashed  up  ” in  similar 
fashion,  and  I always  considered  that  pike  bigger 
than  the  36-pounders  I have  since  then  captured. 
The  upper  end  of  this  large  pool  broadens  out 
into  a forest  of  aquatic  vegetation,  the  breeding 
places  of  numerous  waterfowl,  and  the  haunts  of 
many  monstrous  carp  and  tench. 

There  was  a punt — but  one  of  the  smallest, 
and  scarcely  capable  of  holding  two  burly  anglers. 
To  fish  from  the  bank  was  difficult,  for  one  had 
to  dodge  among  the  trees,  which  in  some  instances 
grew  not  only  on  the  edge  of  but  in  the  water; 
however,  with  care  and  patience  it  well  repaid  the 
trial,  and  many  were  the  captures  I made  of  pike, 
carp,  and  tench  in  that  “ angler’s  paradise.” 

This  place,  but  little  known,  was  several  miles 
from  any  railway,  and  the  nearest  station  was  so 
inconsiderable  that  but  few  trains  stopped  there 
to  put  down  passengers,  and  a vehicle  had  to 
be  engaged  by  letter  from  the  nearest  town  to 
meet  anglers  and  convey  them  to  the  delightful 
little  inn  near  the  lake.  The  last  time  I was 
there  the  inn  had  changed  owners,  and  the  new 
landlord  had  not  been  a week  in  possession ; he 
knew  there  was  a "various  stock ” of  wines  and 
spirits,  &c.,  in  the  cellars  he  had  taken  to.  We 
ordered  a bottle  of  port  for  our  dinner,  and  he 
produced  two  of  1858  vintage,  the  “ comet  year.” 
Oh,  such  a treat ; and  my  friends  said,  “ We  will 
have  one  more.”  The  landlord  sought  and  sought 
among  his  “ rummage  stock,”  but  never  found 
another.  He  brought  up  one  “ cob-webby  bottle,” 
that  looked  right,  but  on  uncorking  it,  it  proved 
to  be  a bottle  of  fine  old  mushroom  ketchup; 
however,  he  discovered  some  old  burgundies  that 
were  simply  grand — indeed  “ Nectar  ” — and  thus 
after  all,  my  friends  and  I (for  Francis  Francis 
and  H.  L.  Rolfe  were  my  companions)  did 
excellently  well  in  the  way  of  “ libations”  with — 

“.  . . . Wine,  lost  in  the  dust 
Of  the  years  that  slow  fashioned  the  crust 
On  those  bottles,  whose  seals  we  then  broke.” 
“Twenty  years  was  its  ago,  did  I say  ? 

Twenty  years  '<  Ah,  my  friends,  it  is  true  1 
Ah  ! the  dreams  that  have  flown  since  that  day  ; 

All  the  friends  in  that  time  passed  away  : 

Dear  old  friends,  I am  thinking  of  you  I ” 

Rolfe,  premier  of  piscatorial  painters,  captured 
an  181b.  pike  “ spinning,”  and  Francis,  anglorem 
princeps,  a 20-pounder  on  “ Jardine  snap-tackle.” 
The  large  and  chaste  flowers  of  Nymplioca  alba, 
the  white  water-lily,  grow  in  profusion  on  these 
secluded  forest  pools.  A lilied  lake  is  a lovely 
sight,  both  when  the  lilies  expand  to  their  largest 
and  shine  their  brightest  on  the  mirror-like 
water  in  the  blaze  of  the  autumn  sun,  or  when 
they  dance  merrily  on  the  wavelets  while  the 
wind  blows,  and  the  large  leaves  curl  over,  and 
expose  the  grey  colours  of  their  heart-shaped 
under-sides. 

Some  of  the  pools  contain  large — very  large — 
bream.  Last  June,  in  their  spawning  time,  I saw 
hundreds — nay , thousand* — rolling  and  “rollick- 
ing” in  the  two-feet  shallow  water  among  the 
reeds.  Scores  of  these  bream  exceeded  6lb.  weight, 
and  many  of  them  would  pull  down  the  scales  at 
81b.  and  101b.  I never  in  all  my  experience  saw 
so  many  monstrous  fish  congregated  together, 
including  carp  up  to  121b.,  as  1 did  in  these  lukes. 


In  one  of  my  recent  visits,  to  fly-fish  an  adjacent 
stream,  in  tho  hot  afternoon  when  the  trout 
would  not  rise,  I put  a hook  and  two  shot  on  my 
gut  trace,  gathered  a few  worms  and  went  to  the 
nearest  pool,  where  in  one  short  hour  I caught 
five  bream,  weighing  together  271b.  One  of  the 
old  anglers,  the  cobbler  of  the  village  close  handy, 
was  completely  staggered,  and  said  “ I have  fished 
that  ’ere  pool,  sir,  fur  many  years,  and  never  yet 
saw  sich  a grand  take  o’  fine  fish.”  His  good  old 
wife  gave  me  a cup  of  tea  and  a crust  of  home 
baked  bread,  with  fresh  made  country  butter, 
which  I thoroughly  enjoyed.  I left  the  old  lady 
a shilling  or  two  and  a brace  of  trout,  and  then 
mode  my  way  to  the  inn,  where  was  the  convey- 
ance, in  this  case  nothing  more  or  less  than  a 
dor. Key  chaise,  to  convey  me  six  miles  to  the 
nearest  railway  station. 

When  fishing  for  carp  or  tench  in  lake3,  or 
deep  slow-flowing  rivers,  it  is  a good  plan  to 
prepare  two  or  three  places  where  the  bottom  is 
hard  and  clean — i.e.,  clear  of  weeds,  but,  if  possible, 
closely  adjacent  to  them,  and  water-lilies  in 
preference  to  other  kinds  of  aqueous  growths — 
by  baiting  those  places  the  evening  previous  to 
fishing,  and  then  carefully  plumbing  the  depth, 
so  as  to  commence  next  morning  without  disturb- 
ing the  fish  that  are  likely  to  have  been  drawn 
together  where  the  food  or  “ baiting  ” has  been 
thrown  in.  Boiled  potatoes  and  rice,  with 
chopped  lob-worms  mixed  therewith,  make  about 
the  best  of  ground-bait — and  possibly  a little, 
very  little,  clay  may  improve  it.  Make  this  “ com- 
post ” up  into  balls,  the  size  of  oranges,  and  cast 
them  in  the  water,  about  where  it  is  intended  to 
fish ; and  to  mark  the  spot  get  a reed  or  sedge, 
say  3ft.  long,  attach  a thread,  on  which  has 
been  tied  a stone,  and  place  this  in  the  water,  so 
that  the  reed  will  float  upright  in  a natural  way, 
and  thus  not  frighten  the  fish.  Next  morning 
approach  quietly  with  the  punt,  and  moor  it 
12  yards  or  15  yards  away  from  the  floating  reed, 
and  thus  angle  “ far  off,  with  fine  tackle  ; ” then 
see  what  grand  sport  you  will  have.  This  plan 
does  equally  well  for  “ bank  fishing;”  also  when 
angling  for  bream  and  roach.  For  this  kind  of 
fishing  a light  ledger  may  be  used,  for  which  a 
perforated  pistol-bullet  is  heavy  enough,  or, 
better  still,  perhaps,  two  swan  shots,  or  three  at 
most,  on  float  tackle,  the  shots  at  least  16in. 
above  the  hook,  and  a small  cork,  or  quill  float, 
or  porcupine  quill,  placed  at  such  a height  on  the 
line,  or  gut,  that  the  shots  lie  on  the  bottom,  and 
the  float  is  just  “a-tilt.”  I am  not  describing  all 
this  for  “experts,”  who,  of  course,  “know  all 
about  ” the  methods  pursued  in  carp  fishing,  but 
for  those  tyros  who  have  never  angled  for  these 
fish. 

For  baits  a small,  well-scoured  lob-worm,  the 
kind  known  as  a “ maiden-lob  ” a marsh  worm, 
a wasp-grub,  or  five  or  six  fat  gentles — kept  in 
bran  till  white  and  tough.  A splendid  bait,  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  is  a parboiled, 
small,  new  potato  on  a triangle  of  hooks.  But  I 
can  give  “ the  tip ’’for  a bait  I think  will  even 
beat  a potato ; it  is  a nice  large  tender  broad - 
bean , partly  boiled,  with  the  skin  removed  from 
each  end,  thus  showing  the  green  inside,  but  with 
a band  of  the  tough  skin 
left  round  the  middle, 
through  which  the  gut  is 
drawn  (by  using  a small 
baiting  needle),  and  the 
hooks  pulled  up  until 
their  points  are  buried  in 
the  bean  (as  illustrated). 
But  few  old  carp  can 
resist  such  baits  as  these. 
Tench  and  bream  will 
also  take  them.  The 
angler  should  wait  until 
he  sees  the  float  possibly 
pushed  up,  or  may  be  lying  flat  on  the  water, 
then,  when  an  insidious  sucking  under  takes 
place,  that  is  the  time  to  give  a smart  “ draw  ” 
of  the  rod  and  line,  and  drive  in  the  steel, 
by  which  the  fish  will  probably  be  hooked 
in  the  nose  or  throat ; then  look  out  for  a sharp 
tussle,  but  at  almost  any  hazard  keep  your  carp 
away  from  the  lily-pads. 

1 know  of  a pool  in  a sheltered  hollow,  sur- 
rounded by  alders  and  willows,  and  a bolt  of 
sedges  extending  into  the  water  from  the  margin 
of  the  boggy,  rush-grown  moadow.  The  water  was 
generally  green  in  colour  owing  to  duck-wcod 
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and  the  leaves  which  fell  in  from  the  trees.  There 
were  open  places  that  were  fishable,  and  in  the 
deepest  part  it  was  not  more  than  5ft.,  but  the 
treacherous  and  boggy  banks  rendered  it  difficult 
| to  get  near  the  water,  unless  the  angler  wore 
I boots  reaching  well  up  to  his  knees.  This  pool 
is  in  Hampshii’e,  not  far  from  where  that  clever 
I angler  and  good  man,  the  Rev.  Charles  Kingsley, 
) lived,  and  wrote  “ Westward  Ho  ! ” “ Hereward,” 
j and  the  manv  other  charming  works  he  was  the 
author  of.  I was  fishing  there  with  the  late 
Francis  Francis,  and,  apart  from  the  charm  of 
! bis  companionship,  the  day  was  in  every  way  as 
if  made  for  angling,  and  our  sport  was  excellent ; 

| 41b.  carp  were  plentiful,  we  caught  a few  of  51b. 

\<  a-cd  61b.,  and  the  largest  (one  of  9^1b.)  succumbed 
to  the  temptations  of  a boiled  broad-bean  on  my 
j hook  and  tackle.  This  fish  the  late  Frank  Buck- 
j , land  made  me  a “ cast  ” of,  the  late  H.  L.  Rolfe 
painted  it,  and  the  specimen  when  I look  at  it 
brings  back  many  pleasant  memories  of  these 
four  good  men,  who  have  “ now  entered  into  their 
rest.” 

Mornings  and  evenings  are  usually  the  most 
favourable  times  for  carp  and  tench  fishing,  as 
also  are  August  and  September  the  best  months 
of  the  year ; but  these  fish  frequently  feed  all 
day  in  dull  cloudy  weather,  though  but  seldom 
when  the  days  are  brilliantly  cloudless  and  hot. 

At  such  times  the  angler  should  rest  and  read 
an  interesting  book,  while  (if  he  is  fond  of  the 
Indian  weed)  he  smokes  his  pipe.  Such  a book, 
on  “Sporting  Facts  and  Fancies,”  I have  just  had 
given  me  by  its  author,  my  old  angling  friend,  J. 
j P . Wheeldon,  and  I have  perused  every  chapter 
with  immense  delight.  My  fancy  fairly  revelled 
as  I read  his  racy  descriptions  of  fights  and  frays 
with  the  splendid  trout  of  Thames  and  other 

1 rivers,  also  of  his  captures  of  giant  pike,  perch, 
carp,  barbel,  bream,  and  roach.  Many  of  the  fish 
themselves  I have  seen  (since  J.  P.  W.  captured 
them)  immortalised  in  cabinets  of  glass,  and  they 
looked  their  accredited  weights,  which  was  not  so 
with  all  fish  specimens  I have  seen. 

Mr.  Wheeldon’s  well-written  work  contains 
also  many  interesting  sketches  incidental  to  the 
gun,  and  most  anglers  are  fond  of  the  “ sister 
sport,”  whether  it  be  shooting  pheasants, 
partridges,  wild  duck,  or  snipe. 

I heartily  advise  every  angler  to  get  this  book, 
and  so  secure  an  intellectual  treat  for  himself 
and  a choice  addition  to  his  library  of  angling 
works.  Alfred  Jakdine. 


NEW  ENGLAND  TO  OLD  ENGLAND. 


Writing  from  Waltham,  Massachusetts, 
L.S.A.,  on  July  26,  Mr.  Charles  Fredk.  Stone 
says : 

“ As  a constant  reader  and  enjoyer  of  the 
Gazette  for  several  years,  may  I give  you  a mite 
of  information  how  we  do  this  sort  of  thing  in 
New  England,  for  the  benefit  of  the  brotherhood 
in  Old  England.  Let  me  tell  you  of  another’s 
fishing;  I envy  him  his  success  and  luck  as  a 
fisherman,  but  I won’t  lie  for  him,  as  I might  be 
tempted  to  do  on  my  own  account. 

“ George  Flagg,  of  this  city,  is  a veteran  of  the 
rod  of  three  score  years,  who  also  makes  a fine 
rod  for  his  own  and  others  use.  He  makes  at 
least  one  pilgrimage  every  year  to  Lake  Winne- 
pesaukee  in  our  neighbour  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, there  to  do  to  death  the  lake  trout,  and  if 
he  does  not  get  them  the  first  time,  he  takes  a 
breathing  spell  and  smokes  his  peaceful  pipe  over 
the  matter,  and  returns  to  succeed  later.  This 
lake  is  one  of  the  largest  in  New  England,  and 
extends  nearly  thirty  miles,  with  an  average 
width  of  three  miles.  It  has  many  large  bays 
and  beautiful  islands.  Its  scenic  charm  is 
wonderful,  as  the  surrounding  country  is  beauti- 
ful, and  the  grand  White  Mountain  Range  forms 
the  background  when  one  looks  across  its  waters 
towards  the  north.  Its  waters  are  clear,  and  fed 
by  mountain  streams  of  perfect  purity.  Here 
dwelleth  the  lake  trout  in  perfection,  and  his 
cousin,  the  land-locked  salmon,  will  be  soon 
abundant  enough  to  give  fine  sport.  From  the 
time  the  ice  disappears  from  the  lake  in  spring, 
until  about  June  1,  is  the  best  season  for  lake 
^ trout  fishiDg.  The  bait  most  used  is  a live 
minnow,  or  shiner  as  we  call  them,  on  a single 
/ hook,  and  trolling  from  a steam  launch  is  the 
method  of  fishing  most  in  favour.  The  lake  is 


about  three  hours  by  rail  from  Boston.  Mr. 
Flagg  with  a friend  visited  the  lake  May  20  this 
year,  and  in  ten  hours’  sport  on  that  and  the 
following  day  took  twelve  trout.  The  combined 
weight  of  the  dozen  fish  was  601b.,  the  heaviest 
81b.,  and  the  lightest  41b.  9oz.  greenheart  rods 
of  Mr.  Flagg’s  own  make  were  used,  with  one 
hundred  yards  of  line.  These  fish  are  full  of  life 
and  great  fighters,  the  pluckiest  of  the  lot  used 
up  just  an  hour  before  he  was  brought  to  the 
landing  net.  The  wreather  was  fine  and  clear 
during  all  the  fishing,  except  a passing  shower 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day. 

“ The  fish  were  all  taken  near  Rattlesnake  Island, 
and  in  the  evening  a large  buck  deer  was  seen  to 
swim  from  the  island  to  the  mainland. 

“ When  George  throws  his  fish  on  to  the  wharf, 
even  the  best  local  fishermen  say,  in  the  words  of 
the  young  man  to  Father  William,  ‘ Pray,  how  do 
you  manage  to  do  it  ? ’ ” 


SEA  FISHING  AT  RED  CAR. 


Honestly  speaking,  I cannot  say  that  up  to 
now  I have  had  any  great  desire  to  spend  a 
holiday  at  the  seaside.  On  the  one  hand,  I have 
always  conjured  up  visions  of  paddling  infants, 
spades,  and  buckets,  giggling  nurse  girls  eh  hoc 
genus ; and  on  the  other,  young  men  and  maidens 
of  the  masher  persuasion,  whose  inane  conversa- 
tion and  more  idiotic  behaviour  were  anything 
but  suggestive  of  peace  and  quietness.  But  at 
length  I am  converted ; and  now  the  mention  of 
any  of  our  watering  places  reminds  me  of  sheeny 
mackerel,  quivering  whiting,  and  the  struggles 
and  rushes  of  the  mightier  codling.  Domestic 
circumstances  demanded  my  presence  at  Redcar. 
I was  very  loth  to  go,  for  my  soul  hankered  after 
Redmire,  or  Bainbridge,  or  Appletreewick,  or 
Tanfield,  or — in  fact,  a score  more  country 
retreats  which  are  to  me  like  a second  home. 
But  we  all  know  what  it  is  when  the  presiding 
deity  of  the  household  says  that  a thing  has  to  be 
done.  So  to  Redcar  I went.  Of  course,  as  soon 
as  I got  there  my  first  inquiry  was  if  there  was  a 
boatman  who  was  well  up  in  the  geography  of 
the  fishing  grounds.  My  eldest  daughter  soon 
satisfied  my  mind  on  that  score.  She  knew  one 
who  had  taken  her  and  her  sisters  almost  daily 
on  to  the  sea.  He  had  taught  her  to  row  like  a 
female  Sadler,  and  shown  her  which  were  the  best 
fishing-grounds  for  codling,  mackerel,  or  whiting. 
That  was  all  that  I wanted,  and  I immediately 
looked  up  and  interviewed  Harry  Guy,  Lord- 
street,  Redcar,  whom  I forthwith  proclaim  to  be 
the  most  civil,  intelligent,  and  capable  boatman 
that  1 have  ever  come  across.  While  rowing  with 
him  on  the  Sunday  evening  he  regaled  me  with  a 
graphic  account  of  his  achievements  on  the 
previous  night,  when  he  landed  a mixed  haul  of 
whiting,  haddocks,  and  dog-fish,  amounting  in  all 
to  120  fish.  The  bait  was  herring  and  mussels, 
and  he  recounted  how  for  one  hour  they  were  mad 
on  the  former,  and  how  later  on  the  mussel  was 
prime  favourite.  Finally,  I agreed  with  him  to 
have  his  boat,  bearing  the  romantic  name  of 
“ Florrie,”  ready  at  eight  o’clock  on  the  Monday 
evening,  with  a plentiful  supply  of  bait  and 
everything  necessary  in  the  way  of  lines  and 
tackle.  The  morning  arrived,  wet  and  stormy, 
but  presently,  as  the  day  wore  on,  Old  Sol  won 
the  ascendency,  and  towards  the  close  of  the 
afternoon  Redcar  was  bright  with  sunshine  and 
the  varied  hues  of  ladies’  holiday  attire.  It  was 
a brave  show.  The  ubiquitous  trippers  came  in 
their  hundreds  from  Stockton,  Middlesbrough, 
and  the  surrounding  districts ; the  male  sex 
gorgeous  in  white  waistcoats,  coats  that  emulated 
that  of  Joseph,  and  neckties  of  every  conceivable 
hue  ; ladies  clad  in  fairylike  costumes  that  I am 
unable  to  properly  describe ; stout  mothers 
struggling  under  the  management  of  a troupe 
of  children  riotous  in  their  enjoyment,  and 
sticky  from  head  to  foot  owing  to  the  con- 
sumption of  a mysterious  sweetmeat  rejoicing 
in  the  title  of  “ Redcar  rock ; ” fathers  who 
endeavoured  to  appear  quite  unattached  to 
the  family  party,  and  making  every  con- 
ceivable attempt  to  escape  on  little  expeditions 
of  their  own;  children  on  donkeys,  children 
on  tricycles,  children  everywhere — such  were  a 
few  of  the  sights  Iwitnessed  as  I sat  on  the  sands 
smoking  the  pipe  of  peace  and  wishing  for  the 
advent  of  evening.  Everything  comes  to  him 


who  waits,  and  at  last  came  the  hour  of  eight. 
At  the  last  moment  several  of  the  ladies  decided 
to  accompany  us,  and  the  little  maiden,  who  has 
figured  before  in  this  column,  was  so  loud  in  her 
lamentations  that  she  was  allowed  to  embark. 
Harry  said  that,  as  there  was  a good  breeze,  he 
would  erect  his  sail,  and  not  trouble  to  row  to  the 
fishing  ground ; therefore  he  did  so,  and  we  were 
soon  on  our  way,  leaving  the  lights  of  the  town 
twinkling  in  tbe  distance.  It  was  a lovely 
evening,  the  sun  was  just  disappearing  in  the 
west,  red  as  a ball  of  fire,  leaving  a fiery 
track  on  the  broad  surface  of  the  opalescent 
sea.  From  the  pier  was  wafted  the  sweet 
strains  of  a string  band,  but  beyond  that 
not  a sound  could  be  heard  except  the 
washing  of  the  waves  against  the  boat  and  the 
hum  of  voices  on  the  shore.  Gradually  these 
fade  away  in  the  distance,  and  the  voice  of  the 
ocean  alone  remains.  At  last  Harry  announced 
that  we  have  reached  our  destination,  and  the 
anchor  was  thrown  overboard  and  duly  fixed. 

Then  the  hand-lines  were  given  out,  and  our 
boatman  took  charge  of  the  bait  department. 
Hardly  had  my  lead  fairly  settled  down  when  I 
felt  the  tug — tug  that  a practised  fisherman  can 
at  once  detect,  and  in  another  moment  a silvery 
whiting  was  glancing  upwards  in  the  clear,  green 
water.  One  of  the  ladies  next  scored  with  a brace 
at  one  haul,  and  then  I excelled  that  feat  with 
three  at  once.  I should  here  explain  that  the 
tackle  was  of  the  usual  primitive  kind  in  vogue 
among  professional  boatmen  — namely,  a line 
wound  into  a square  wooden  frame,  with  three 
hooks  tied  on  whipcord,  and  attached  to  the  line 
at  intervals.  Mussels  were  the  only  bait  we  used. 
For  a couple  of  hours  did  we  continue  to  haul 
them  on  board,  curiously  enough,  nothing  but 
silvery  whiting,  until  at  last,  exactly  at  ten  o’clock, 
the  bait  gave  out,  and  the  fun  was  at  an  end. 
How  my  soul  yearned  for  another  few  hours  of 
the  sport ; how  I wished  that  Harry  and  I could 
have  fished  on  until  daybreak,  with  a snooze  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat,  as  a kind  of  interval,  did 
we  feel  tired,  which  was  hardly  likely,  and  I feel 
certain  that  we  should  have  taken  six  or  seven 
stones  of  fish.  As  it  was,  our  take  numbered 
fifty-eight — not  a bad  result  for  a couple  of  hours’ 
fishing.  Once  more  the  sail  was  unfurled,  the 
anchor  drawn,  and  the  keel  of  the  boat  turned 
towards  the  shore.  It  was  now  dark,  save  for  the 
light  of  the  stars,  which  twinkled  in  the  broad 
blue  vault  above. 

As  the  blue  smoke  ascended  in  the  fresh  night 
air  from  my  pipe,  I felt  supremely  happy  and 
comfortable.  “I  wish  you  lived  here,  sir,” 
remarked  Harry,  as  we  landed  once  more  on  terra 
firma,  “ what  times  we  would  have  in  ‘ Walter  ’ 
and  * Florrie  ; ’ we  would  go  all  round  for  twenty 
miles  and  fish  for  everything  that  could  be 
caught.”  How  thoroughly  I agreed  with  his 
sentiments  I need  not  say,  but  if  I did  go  in  for 
that  kind  of  sport,  I should  fish  with  a rod  and 
very  different  tackle.  Before  I left  Redcar,  I 
completely  converted  Harry  on  this  important 
point.  Sea  fish  can  smell  danger,  and  discover 
coarse  tackle,  quite  as  readily  as  fresh-water  fish. 
Besides,  look  at  the  difference  in  the  sport  of 
landing  them  on  fine  tackle,  and  the  course  string 
which  is  almost  always  employed.  I agreed  to 
sent  him  a complete  outfit,  if  he  would  give  if  a 
trial,  and  he  promised  to  do  so.  He  also  told  me 
that  off  the  “rocks,”  which  lie  about  a mile  from 
the  shore  (we  fished  about  two  miles  out), 
excellent  codling  fishing  is  to  be  had,  and  in  their 
season  mackerel  and  billet  are  plentiful.  The 
mackerel  take  either  fly  or  a triangular  spinner 
readily,  and  the  billet  fancy  a fly  composed  of  a 
red  body,  ribbed  with  broad  gold  tinsel,  and  a 
white  swan’s  wing,  dressed  full.  Nothing  answers 
better  for  the  body  of  this  fly  than  a piece  of 
turkey-red  flannel.  This  can  be  surreptitiously 
obtained  from  your  wife’s  flannel  petticoat,  while 
she  is  slumbering  peacefully.  If  the  theft  is 
discovered  before  you  can  escape  in  the  morning, 
endeavour  to  persuade  her  that  it  is  due  to  mice 
or  moths,  or  anything  else  that  may  occur  to 
you.  I don’t  guarantee  an  acceptance  of  your 
statement,  so  please  don’t  blame  me  if  you  get 
into  trouble  through  my  suggestion.  1 was 
really  sorry  to  leave  Redcar,  and  when  Harry, 
with  his  horny  hand  in  mine,  whispered,  “ Tern’ll 
come  again,  sir,  won’t  your1”  I replied  in  the 
words  of  the  playwright,  “ Why,  cerl’nly.” — 
“ Halcyon,”  in  Leeds  Mercury. 
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THE  WELLINGTON  (NEW  ZEALAND) 
ACCLIM ATIZATION  SOCIETY. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  NINTH  ANNUAL 
REPORT,  1893-94. 

The  close  of  the  financial  year  imposes  upon 
your  council  the  duty  of  bringing  up  their  Ninth 
Annual  report  and  balance-sheet,  from  a perusal 
of  which  members  will  perceive  that  the  work  of 
the  society  has  been  steadily  progressive. 

Fish. 

Grayling. — The  council  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  question  of  the  importation  of  the 
English  grayling.  The  ova  of  this  fish  hatch  out 
in  a shorter  time  than  the  ova  of  the  Salmonidce  ; 
and  at  the  instigation  of  the  council  some  gentle- 
men in  England  have  been  asked  to  try  experi- 
ments to  ascertain  whether  it  is  possible  to  retard 
the  hatching  of  this  ova  by  the  application  of 
cold  for  a sufficient  time  to  enable  it  to  be  success- 
fully imported.  It  has  been  deemed  desirable  to 
experiment  in  this  direction  before  going  to  the 
expense  of  a shipment. 

Crustacea. — A sum  of  money  has  been  allotted 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  Tasmanian 
crab  and  fresh-water  lobster,  and  your  council 
would  recommend  that  the  endeavour  should  be 
continued  to  establish  these  valuable  Crustacea  in 
New  Zealand  waters. 

Pisciculture. 

The  work  of  stocking  the  rivers  with  Salmonidce 
has  been  steadily  carried  on  during  the  past 
season,  800,480  fry  and  eyed  ova  having  been  dis- 
tributed from  the  Masterton  fish  ponds. 

The  Fontinales  commenced  to  spawn  on  May  10 
and  finished  on  June  17.  The  Loch  Leven  trout 
spawned  between  June  17  and  July  30,  and  the 
first  run  of  brown  trout  was  observed  in  the 
rivers  about  May  15. 

The  first  ripe  river  fish  were  taken  on  June  12, 
and  great  numbers  of  large  trout  were  spawning  in 
the  Waipoua  river  during  that  month.  These 
fish  had  probably  run  up  from  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Ruamahunga,  and  from  the  Wairarapa 
Lake,  stocking  the  rivers  very  heavily  with  young 
fish  this  season. 

The  heavy  rains  last  season  caused  continual 
floods  during  the  time  of  spawing,  and  made  the 
task  of  collecting  ova  a trying  one  to  all  con- 
cerned, but  in  spite  of  difficulties  a larger  number 
of  ova  was  taken  than  during  any  previous  season. 
Most  of  the  ova  proved  fertile,  bir,  numbers  burst 
about  ten  days  before  hatching,  causing  great 
mortality. 

The  death  rate  amongst  the  fry  hatched  from 
ova  taken  from  pond  fish  was  higher  than  usual, 
and  that  from  other  fish,  probably  those  running 
from  the  Wairarapa  Lake,  was  also  considerable. 

With  a view  of  keeping  the  ova  from  the  large 
lake  trout  separate  from  the  smaller  river  fish,  it 
is  intended  to  take  careful  notes  next  season  of  all 
the  fish  netted. 

The  few  Carpione  trout  in  the  ponds  did  not 
spawn  this  season.  They  are  only  suitable  for  deep 
lakes,  and  not  adapted  to  any  water  in  this 
district. 

The  Californian  rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus ) 
are  late  breeders,  spawning  between  July  20  and 
Aug.  15.  Their  ova  proved  fertile  and  hatched 
out  well,  the  young  fish  being  hardy  and  easily 
reared,  growing  much  faster  than  the  other 
varieties  at  the  ponds.  It  is  intended  to  increase 
the  stock  of  these  fish,  which  seem  more  suitable 
to  our  waters  than  the  Fontinales,  and  stand  a 
higher  temperature. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  last  season’s 
spawning : 


Brown  Trout 

Ova  taken. 

1,015,750 

Fry  and 
eyed  ova 
distributed. 

677,490 

Loch  Leven  Trout  ... 

87,000 

72,000 

Fontinales 

64,000 

44,250 

Californian  Rainbow  Trout 

9,300 

4,240 

Scotch  Burn  Trout 

5,000 

2,500 

Carpione  Trout  

nil. 

nil. 

1,181,050 

800,480 

It  is  now  nine  years  since  this  society,  as  at 
present  constituted,  undertook  to  stock  the 
waters  of  the  North  Island,  and  the  results  of  the 
good  work  done  are  now  being  felt  far  and  near. 

The  Manawatu  watershed,  the  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  Forty  Mile  Hush,  Hawke’s  Ray, 


August  18,  1894] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


173 


and  on  the  West  Coast,  are  now  fast  opening  up 
as  resorts  for  the  angler. 

Attached  to  this  report  will  be  found  some 
notes,  carefully  kept  by  a youthful  angler,  that 
will  prove  of  interest,  as  showing  results  obtained 
with  various  lures  in  different  conditions  of  the 
streams. 

It  would  be  of  great  assistance  in  helping  to 
solve  the  many  problems  raised  in  introducing 
new  fish,  if  anglers  would  furnish  the  society 
with  reliable  notes. 

The  co-operation  of  all  interested  in  the  welfare 


of  the  land  of  our  adoption  is  asked  to  help  the 
society  to  make  New  Zealand  a land  full  of  use- 
ful forms  of  life,  attractive  to  its  sons  and  to 
strangers  visiting  its  shores. 

[We  think  our  readers  may  like  to  see  a diagram 
of  the  society’s  breeding  ponds  at  Masterton,  and 
a copy  of  the  young  angler’s  diary  referred  to  in 
the  report.  It  is  very  creditable  to  him,  and 
will  make  some  of  our  anglers  over  here  sigh  for 
such  streams  and  such  fishing.  We  have  often 
said  that  if  we  ever  have  to  leave  England  we 
hope  it  may  be  for  New  Zealand. — Ed.] 


But  I mustn’t  let  my  good  humour  evaporate, 
or  I shall  succumb  to  the  weight  of  clinging 
fluid.  Being  now  thoroughly  soaked,  my  condi- 
tion cannot  be  worse ; but,  being  warmed  up  by 
walking,  it’s  not  positively  unpleasant,  so  I 
trudge  on  as  cheerfully  as  the  circumstances  will 
permit.  Ah  ! here  comes  the  shepherd’s  sheiling 
and  the  sheep-marking  inclosure,  and  my  heart 
positively  leaps  as  I see  these  old  friends  again. 
The  rain  is  abating  at  last,  and  I feel  that  I have 
come  out  of  the  Wet  Continent  back  to  dry 
civilisation — more  by  token  that  old  Morven  now 
draws  off  his  nightcap,  and  the  sky  is  clearing 
above  his  head,  showing  his  countenance  fresh 
a^d  bright  after  his  mighty  ablutions.  Welcome, 
old  switchback  pathway!  And  thrice  welcome 
your  prosy,  hard,  bare,  everyday  earthy  tread ! 
Your  solid  footing  now  delights  me  more  than 
your  grassy  verge  in  the  morning  did.  But  it 
is  not  with  the  same  light  bounding  step  that  I 
pass  along.  Only  the  “ dribbles  ” of  the  storm 
are  falling  as  I reach  the  turnpike  road,  and  am 
there  joined  by  a little  troup  of  a dozen  or  so  bare- 
footed and  bare-legged  children,  trotting  home 
from  some  distant  school  to  the  little  clachan 
that  nestles  below  the  Wells.  Two  or  three 
broken  umbrellas  cover  as  many  as  possible  of 
them,  and  the  girls  have  the  skirts  of  their  frocks 
lifted  over  their  heads.  The  whole  company  is 
marshalled  and  hurried  forward  by  a short, 
hardy,  grim-looking  young  woman,  the  mother 
no  doubt  of  some  of  them,  who  cackles,  and 
scolds,  and  threatens,  and  encourages,  and 
thumps,  all  at  one  time.  Poor  thing,  she  has 
no  doubt  had  a mile  or  two  to  run  through  the 
rain  to  secure  the  little  brood,  for  she  looks  sorely 
bedraggled.  Like  the  girls,  she  has  her  skirt 
over  her  head,  unconscious — or  not  caring — that 
this  arrangement  exposes  her  homely  blue 
stockings  at  the  back  for  an  inch  or  two  above  her 
scarlet  garters.  Never  mind,  my  sturdy,  kind- 
hearted,  motherly,  little  Highland  dame.  The 
garter  motto  suits  the  occasion  well ; and  I can 
imagine  that  many  with  shapelier  limbs  would 
have  found  excuses  to  shirk  your  errand  in  such 
a storm. 

And  now  comes  the  most  trying  moment  of 
the  day.  Of  course  I have  for  hours  forgot  all 
about  fishing  ; and  whether  those  two  trouts  are 
still  in  my  basket  or  have  swum  back  to  the  burn 
again  in  some  of  my  wading  adventures  I don’t 
know — nor  care.  Let  me  draw  a veil — a misty 
veil — over  the  subsequent  inquiries  by  each  guest 
about  the  amount  of  my  sport,  and  whether  there 
was  any  rain,  and  if  I had  heard  the  thunder,  and 
whether  I thought  the  worm  would  work  to- 
morrow. My  answers  are  probably  respectful 
and  relevant,  but  my  mind  is  engaged  on  other 
things.  The  only  dry  garments  of  mine  there 
are  a nightshirt  and  waterproof  coat.  The  latter 
I feel  inclined  to  throw  out  of  the  window,  the 
former  I don,  after  peeling  off  my  clinging 
clothes,  and  creep  into  bed.  The  kindly  hostess 
appears,  lifts  my  poor  limp  habiliments  as  if 
from  a wash  tub,  and  disappears  with  them  to 
the  kitchen  fire.  It  is  now  six  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  A sumptuous  hot  tea  with  the  rare 
and  seldom  seen  ham  and  eggs  is  laid  across  my 
legs  upon  a tray,  and  once  again  on  that  eventful 
day  I am  truly  happy.  I think  bow  fortunate 
and  remarkable  my  holidays  have  always  been; 
not  a forgettable  day  in  the  lot.  And  the  long 
light  evening,  which  I hear  being  spent  in 
laughter  and  talk  in  the  parlour  below,  is  con- 
genially spent  by  me  in  commune  with  the  most 
fascinating  soul  created  since  the  beginning  of 
the  Christian  era — Robert  Burns.  And  so  ends 
a July  holiday  on  Deeside ; may  there  be  many 
more  to  come  — mingled  with  sunshine  and 
shower,  just  as  they  please. 


gcoicl)  iflofes. 

By  Mac. 

“ Honour  to  whom  honour  is  due.”  The 
following  vigorous  production  from  the  pen  of  an 
esteemed  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
appears  in  the  Scotsman,  regarding  the  failure  of 
the  Tay  salmon  fishings  : “ If  I may  be  allowed 
to  make  a suggestion,  1 would  say  in  this  con- 
nection, so  long  as  spring  fish  are  netted  off 
early  in  the  season,  and  old  late  fish  are  unduly 
preserved,  the  laws  of  Nature  will  be  violated 


PISHING  DIARY. 

KEPT  BY  ALISTER  C.  GRANT  (AGED  14)  SHOWING  PARTICULARS  OF  TROUT  FISHING  IN  WELLINGTON 
AND  NAPIER  DISTRICTS  (N.Z.)  DURING  HOLIDAYS  FROM  SEPTEMBER,  1893,  TO  JANUARY,  1894. 


Weather. 


Cold  

Dull  

Warm  ... 
Warm  ... 

Cold  

Cold  

Warm  ... 
Warm  ... 

Cool  

Warm  ... 

Cool  

Cool  

Cool  

Cool  

Cold  

Cold  

Cool 

Cold 

Cold  

Cold  

Hot  

mot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Hot  

Cold  


Water. 


Brown 

Fairly  clear. . 

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Brown 

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Dark  

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  & mdy. 

Dark  

Clear  

Clear  & fid... 
Clear  & mdy. 

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Brown 

Coloured 

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Clear  

Very  clear  ... 

Clear  

Clear  


Sky. 


Cloudy .. 
Cloudy.. 
Bright  .. 
Bright  .. 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy. 
Cloudy. 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy. 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy. 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy . 
Clear.... 
Bright  . 
Bright  . 
Bright  . 
Clear.... 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy .. 
Bright  . 
Hazy.... 
Bright  . 
Cloudy . 
Cloudy. 
Cloudy . 


Wind. 


Fly. 


Strong  S.E 

Slight  S.E 

Slight  N.W.,if  any... 

Calm  

Strong  N.W 

Strong  S.E  

Slight  N.W 

Strong  N.W 

Light  E 

N.W 
N.W 
N.W 
E. 

S.E. , with  rain  .. 
S.E.,  with  rain.. 

Light  S.E 

S.E.,  with  rain .. 
N.W.,  with  rain 

N.W 

None  

S.W 

N.  W 

S.E 

None  

S.E.,  with  rain .. 

S.E 

S.E 

N.W 

N.W 

S.W 

N.W 

S.E 


R.  Gov.  and  I.M.B 

R.  Got.  and  I.M.B 

R Gov.  and  I.M.B 

R.  Gov.  and  I.M.B 

R.  Gov.  and  I.M.B 


R.  Gov.,  I.M.B.,  B.G.. 

Gov.,  gnat,  M.B 

Gov.,  B.  gnat  

Gov.,  B.  gnat  


Gov.,  B.  gnat 
Gov.,  B.  gnat 


Gov., M.B. . 


Gov.,  M.B. . 
Gov.,  M.B.. 


Gov.,  M.B. . 


Gov.,  gnat 

Gov. , B.  gnat 


No.of 

Fish. 

Wt.of 

Fish. 

River  Fished. 

Time 

Fishing. 

lb. 

3 

3 

Wainuiomata.. 

12  to  7 

8 

10 

Wainuiomata.. 

9 to  6 

18 

23 

Wainuiomata.. 

11  to  7 

27 

17 

Belmont  Str.... 

11  to  4 

10 

7 

Belmont  Str.... 

11  to  5.30 

1 

1 

Hutt  River 

11  to  4 

16 

20 

Wainuiomata.. 

5.30  to  8 

7 

16 

Wainuiomata.. 

11  to  5 

14 

20 

Wainuiomata.. 

S to  7.30 

14 

16 

Wainuiomata.. 

8 to  8 

0 

0 

Hutt  River 

11  to  2 

3 

4 

Wainuiomata.. 

7 to  3.30 

9 

14 

Wainuiomata.. 

5 to  5 

2 

5 

Tauherenikau.. 

10  to  4 

0 

0 

Tauherenikau.. 

12  to  4 

0 

0 

Waingawa 

4 to  7 

2 

3i 

Waipoua  

1 to  2 

16 

12 

Cross  Creek 

9 to  3.30 

0 

0 

Akatarawa 

2 to  4 

0 

0 

Akatarawa 

9 to  3 

4 

5 

Murphy’s  Cr’k. 

4 to  8 

12 

14 

Murphy's  Cr'k. 

11  to  8 

16 

10 

Mungaroa 

11  to  5 

5 

6 

Murphy’s  Cr’k. 

11  to  5 

0 

0 

Manawatu 

7 to  8 

1 

3 

Mungatainoka. 

1 to  5 

i 

2i 

Mungatainoka. 

11  to  8 

1 

l 

Murphy  O.W... 

11  to  1 

4 

3| 

Porangahau  ... 

4 to  7 

13 

15 

Porangahau  ... 

6 hours 

3 

6| 

Mason  Cr 

1 to  5 

45 

30 

Hampden  

9 to  5 

2 

21 

Mason  Cr 

12  to  4 

Date. 


16/9/93 
18/9/93 
19/9/93 
21/9/93 
23/9/93 
30  9/93 
14T0/93 
9 '1 1/93 
10'll/93 
11/11/93 
4/12/93 
11-12/93 
18/12/93 
23/12/93 
24/12/93 
25,12/93 
26/12/93 
27/12  93 
29/12/93 
1/1,94 
2/1/94 
8/1/94 
9/1/94 
10/1/94 
11/1/94 
12/1/94 
14/1/94 
13,1/94 
15,1/94 
17/1/94 
20,1/94 
25/1/94 
27/1/94 


TOTALS. — 267  trout,  weighing  2651b.,  caught  in  fifteen  different  rivers,  and  in  33  different  days,  total  hours,  20S. 
Note. — Creeper  and  Locust  fishing  came  in  about  the  middle  of  October. 

I.M.B.  means  Irish  March  Brown.  R.  Gov.  means  Red  Governor.  B.  Gnat  means  Black  Gnat. 


A JULY  DAY  ON  DEESIDE. 

( Continued,  from  page  147.) 


By  D.  B.  Cherryvale. 

Being  thus  brought  face  to  face  with  an  impend- 
ing catastrophe,  and  with  no  other  occupation 
but  to  contemplate  it,  the  fancy  naturally  wanders 
to  high  romantic  occasions  when  ancient  heroes 
were  snatched  from  the  very  hands  of  doom  by 
favouring  gods  (or  was  it  not  mostly  by  goddesses  ?) 
in  the  very  nick  of  time  to  save  their  skins  whole 

and  dry.  A glance  round  the  dreary,  drizzly 

sky  line  of  the  surrounding  hills,  however,  con- 
vinces at  once  that  no  celestial  entrance  need  be 
looked  for  from  there ; as  even  supposing  I were 
a favourite  of  any  bright-eyed  deity  (which  is 
most  unlikely,  indeed),  what  self-respecting  god- 
dess would  venture  out  in  such  a downpour  of 
rain  ? No;  I must  come  down  from  the  clouds; 
stern  circumstances  press  themselves  upon  my 
attention  in  spite  of  myself,  and  there  is  no  escape. 
How  it  rains  ! The  noise  of  it  falling  among 
the  heather  is  like  the  rushing  of  a great 
river.  Objects  a short  distance  away  are 
obscured.  I am  standing  in  a cage  with  perpen- 
dicular bars  of  solid  water  inclosing  me.  There 
is  no  wind,  and  the  crackling  and  rolling  of  the 
thunder  close  overhead  makes  me  duck  at  every 
volley.  I recognise  in  its  sound  a strong  resem- 
blance to  the  best  stage  thunder,  but  with  one 
impressive  accompaniment  awanting.  I don’t 
remember  ever  to  have  been  in  a theatre  during 
a thunderstorm  without  hearing  the  eerie 
whistling,  almost  screaming,  of  the  wind.  The 
thunder  and  the  wind  get  turn  about.  But  here, 
and  in  all  the  real  thunderstorms  I have  enjoyed 
before,  the  wind  plays  no  part.  Oh,  my  poor 
light  grey  tweed  suit,  that  was  to  have  served  me 
all  the  summer  ! My  trousers  begin  to  feel  heavy, 
and  my  arms  might  as  well  be  in  the  burn  again. 
Yet  there  is  no  sign  of  cessation.  Indeed,  it  is 
growing  worse.  This  is  not  a degenerate  town- 
bred  shower ; it  is  a vigorous,  healthy,  energetic, 
long-winded  Highland  specimen,  from  which  it 
would  be  useless  to  stand  into  a doorway,  for  here 
I have  been  standing  for  half  an  hour,  and  the 
rush  is  still  terrific.  Not  only  is  the  rain  falling, 
but  it  is  rising  again.  There  is  a spray  seething 


up  from  the  force  of  the  falling  drops,  and  I may 
say  I am  standing  to  the  waist  in  water.  That 
little  weasel  is  dry  and  cosy  enough  in  his  warm 
nest  for  all  this,  I warrant.  But  here  comes  a 
poor  belated  rabbit,  dashing  round  the  stone  to 
my  very  feet,  and,  like  the  weasel,  his  astonish- 
ment destroys  his  prudence  for  just  a moment,  then 
down  go  his  ears,  and  he  vanishes  into  the  watery 
waste  again,  most  likely  to  enjoy  his  dry  and 
comfortable  burrow.  Do  I not  envy  the  weasel 
and  the  rabbit  r1  How  handy  at  such  a time 
would  be  the  Arabian  magician’s  power  to 
transform  oneself.  On  this  occasion  I would  be 
satisfied  with  the  humbler  gift  of  being  able  to 
extend  my  fishing  rod  cover  into  a bell  tent,  and 
would  sit  under  it  and  really  enjoy  this  phase  of 
Highland  weather;  but  as  such  cannot  be,  and  as 
the  rain  shows  no  sign  of  exhaustion,  and  as  I am 
saturated  to  the  skin  in  several  places,  I think  it 
time  to  move.  Slush,  slosh,  slush,  go  my  feet. 
One  river  courses  wildly  down  my  back,  another 
down  my  breast,  and  still  the  deluge  continues, 
and  still  the  artillery  roars — but  it  is  travelling 
southwards  last,  and  every  volley  is  a little  more 
distant.  No  use  picking  the  way  now;  all’s  one 
now.  I’m  prepared  to  walk  through  any  watery 
obstruction  that  isn’t  deeper  than  my  shoulders. 
So  here  goes  for  a bee-line  across  the  moor  home- 
wards. Need  I tell  of  torrents  and  lakes  inter- 
cepting me  everywhere  in  vain  ! — of  new  born 
rivers  searching  a passage  to  the  burn,  and 
hollows  filling  with  water  as  from  the  rising  tide  ! 

And  here  I must  admit  a piece  of  almost  unpar- 
donable neglect.  The  reader  will  naturally  suppose 
that  now  was  a splendid  opportunity  to  give  a fine 
description  of  the  Highland  Poltach  burn  in 
sudden  lashing  torrent,  contrasted  with  its  feeble 
and  peaceful  aspect  of  the  morning.  And  how 
easily  it  could  have  been  done  too ! Its  rise 
must  have  been  enormous  in  a very  short  time, 
and  a walk  of  about  a hundred  yards  from  one 
point  of  my  bee-line  would  have  shown  me  the 
desired  prospect,  and  enabled  me  to  oblige  the 
reader;  but  considering  my  wet  condition,  and 
the  fact  that  I was  a little  out  of  humour  with 
water  in  all  its  shapes  and  forms  just  at  that 
moment,  perhaps  I will  not  be  too  much  blamed 
when  I confess  that  I deliberately  passed  on. 
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l>y  tho  way  in  whicli  our  salmon  fisheries,  both  of 
Tay  and  othor  rivers,  aro  at  prosont  conducted. 
. . . Let  the  fishing  with  nets  bo  extended 

much  later  into  the  wintor  months, andbo  stopped 
until  a much  later  date  in  the  spring.  Lot  the 
younger,  more  vigorous  salmon  of  tho  spring 
months  ascend  to  tho  highor  and  host  spawning 
grounds  to  propagate  and  stock  our  rivers,  and 
let  tho  larger,  older  fish  and  preponderance  of 
males  of  the  late  autumn  and  winter  be  killed  off, 
and  not  suffered  to  bo  at  tho  receipt  of  custom  in 
tho  sluggish  depths  of  our  lower  river  roaches,  and 
raven  upon  tho  descending  smolts,  and  bully  and 
tease  and  fight  over  tho  greatly  decreased  supplies 
of  female  fish.  Reverse  the  present  state  of 
management.  Londoners  may  grumble  at  first 
at  tho  delay  in  eating  salmon  in  town,  but  they 
will  pay  as  good  prices  a month  or  two  later,  and 
in  a few  years  be  reconciled.  Autumn  anglers 
who  are  not  able  to  fish  at  any  other  time  may 
grumble  at  the  later  withdrawal  of  the  nets,  but 
pro  bono  publico  must  be  the  motto  in  the  long 
run  ; London  epicures  and  autumn  anglers 
suffering  only  a temporary  inconvenience,  and 
reaping  their  reward  in  a very  short  time  in  a 
healthier,  if  smaller,  a more  vigorous  and 
a more  numerous  class  of  fish,  better  on  the 
table,  equally  good  sport  in  the  water,  and 
doubling  the  gross  weight  by  their  increased 
numbers.  Kill  off  old  backgame,  old  cock  grouse, 
old  hinds  and  stags,  old  salmon,  old  and  cannibal 
trout,  as  ye  would  slay  a pike  in  atrouting  stream 
or  loch.  They  are  no  good ; bullies,  thieves, 
cannibals,  ‘rogue  fish.’  Then  the  young  and 
vigorous  spring  and  summer  fish  may  have  a 
chance  to  repopulate  our  streams.  Give  the  above 
one,  or  better,  say,  three  years’  trial  in  one  river, 
first  choosing  for  experiment  one  of  the  least  im- 
portant streams.”  

The  Tay  Fishery  Board  members  think  (as 
their  recent  meeting  clearly  proved)  that  they 
have  enough  hair  on  their  heads  to  keep  them 
from  quite  seeing  the  force  of  the  foregoing 
logic ! 

Last  week  Mr.  Peter  Esslemont,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Aberdeen,  formerly  Lord  Provost  of 
the  City,  and  more  recently  M.P.  for  East  Aber- 
deenshire— died  at  his  residence,  Albvn  Place, 
Aberdeen.  Mr.  Esslemont  had  been  suffering  for 
fully  a year  past  from  a serious  internal  com- 
plaint of  a very  painful  nature,  but  up  to  a 
couple  of  months  ago  he  had  continued  to  appear 
in  public  as  usual,  and  to  carry  on  his  ordinary 
official  and  private  business.  The  development 
of  the  malady  with  which  he  was  afflicted  had, 
however,  during  the  last  two  months  laid  him 
aside  from  the  more  active  discharge  of  his 
duties,  but  he  relinquished  his  work  only  when 
compelled  to  do  so  by  the  advance  of  the  disease. 
During  his  all  too  short  tenure  of  the  office  of 
Chairman  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  Mr. 
Esslemont  proved  himself  a diligent,  painstaking, 
and  capable  official,  winning  golden  opinions  on 
all  hands.  His  death  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  sixty  is  sincerely  regretted  by  all  who 
knew  him.  


Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes:  “The 
tide  was  very  weak  on  the  Kyle  of  Durness  last 
week,  but  pretty  fair  sport  with  the  sea  trout  was 
had  notwithstanding.  Col.  Butler  got  takes  of 
ten,  13|lb  ; ten,  12|lb. ; nine,  111b.;  six,  81b.; 
sea  pools  three,  51b. ; six  and  a grilse,  13|lb. 
July  being  past,  the  sea  pools  will  be  turning 
good  now  as  the  sea  trout  that  went  up  a while 
ago  will  be  getting  back  to  them  if  the  rivers 
should  keep  pretty  high.  I think  there  is  no 
doubt  but  Loch  Seahan  and  the  seaports  will 
both  do  first  rate  in  sea  trout  angling  for  some 
time  to  come.” 


Mr.  Bantock,  of  the  Argyll  Arms  Hotel,  In- 
veraray, writes : “ The  rivers  here  are  teeming 
with  fish  just  now,  and  their  season  is  full  on. 
The  Aray  has  been  yielding  very  good  sport  with 
salmon  and  grilse,  Col.  Clough  Taylor  getting 
some  good  takes,  among  others  three  salmon  and 
grilse  one  day  last  week.  The  shooting  tenant, 
Mr.  Cochrane,  on  his  section  has  had  the  bost 
sport  this  season  that  he  has  yet  enjoyed, 
getting  as  high  as  fivo  salmon  and  grilse 
in  a day.  The  fish,  in  great  strength,  aro 


now  into  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Aray  where 
my  fishings  are,  and  it  only  requires  rain  to 
raise  the  waters  to  insure  sport.  I have 
little  time  to  spare  at  this  season  to  fish,  but  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings  I went  out  to  the 
Douglas  river  and  got  two  grilse,  61b.  and  6£lb. 
The  Douglas  requires  to  be  pretty  full  to  fish 
well,  and  the  unfortunate  thing  here  is  that  the 
rivers  soon  run  down,  so  that  the  angler 
requires  to  be  on  the  spot  to  catch  the  water 
in  trim.  The  sea  trout  are  now  coming  freely 
into  the  Douglas,  on  which  from  now  till  the 
close  of  the  season  good  sport  ought  frequently 
to  be  obtained.  The  Dhuloch,  a tidal  water,  is 
now  full  of  fish — salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout. 
It  requires  a good  breeze  to  fish  well  with  ffy,  but 
this  is  not  so  necessary  when  working  the 
minnow.  Recently  Lord  Colin  Campbell  had 
seven  salmon  and  grilse  off  the  Aray;  and 
yesterday,  Mr.  Brand,  Helensburgh,  and  Mr. 
Allan,  Pollockshields,  came  in  from  the  Dhuloch 
with  a basket  of  fourteen  sea  trout,  lOJlb. 
(largest  21b.),  and  a grilse,  41b.  I make  no 
charge  for  the  fishing  on  the  rivers  Aray  and 
Douglas  and  the  Dhuloch,  only  anglers  must 
reside  in  the  hotel.  From  now  till  the  end  of  the 
season  is  the  best  time  for  sport.” 


A Strathbogie  loon  writes  me : “ On  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  last  good  sport  was  had  with 
salmon  and  grilse  on  the  Inschstamack  part  of 
the  Huntly  free  or  open  fishings  of  the  River 
Deveron,  but  on  Saturday  the  river  was  again  in 
flood,  which  spoiled  all  chances.  However,  we 
are  now  sure  of  good  big  waters,  which  we  have 
not  for  any  length  of  time  had  at  this  season  for 
years  past,  and  I therefore  am  confident  that 
during  the  next  few  weeks  we  will  have  the  best 
early  autumn  salmon  and  grilse  angling  that  the 
Huntly  water  of  Deveron  can  possibly  yield — 
better,  indeed,  than  we  have  had  for  a dozen 
years  past.  A week  ago  a gentleman  rose  twenty 
fish  and  only  caught  one.  From  experience  I am 
firmly  of  opinion  that  more  fish  would  be 
securely  hooked  were  less  working  of  the  fly 
adopted — the  water  let  do  it,  at  least  in  streams. 
The  best  fisher  and  most  fatal  hooker  I know, 
does  not  work  his  rod  at  all  except  ivhen  fishing 
entirely  dead  water,  but  he  keeps  the  line  taut 
and  the  point  of  the  rod  almost  touching  the 
water,  and  this  he  believes  is  the  secret  of  why 
he  rarely  misses  getting  a fish  which  comes  with 
the  intention  of  taking.” 

Ten  days  ago  the  fishing  was  grand,  but  more 
recently,  owing  to  adverse  conditions,  the  angling 
on  the  crack  rivers  of  the  Solway  for  the  sportive 
little  herling  has  very  greatly  fallen  off  in  results. 


Late  last  week  some  of  the  reaches  of  the  Spey 
did  very  well.  Down  the  Rothes  way,  a gentle- 
man fishing  a crack  beat  had  seven  salmon  in  one 
day.  This  indicates  a revival  of  sport,  and  not 
before  time.  It  is  months  now  since  the  Spey 
gave  any  salmon  angling  worth  speaking  about. 

The  sea  trout  angling  on  Loch  Maree  continues 
tolerably  good,  but  the  trout,  as  a rule,  are  of 
very  small  size.  

The  angling  on  the  River  Hess,  for  which  this 
is  the  proper  season,  is  now  in  the  way  of 
improving.  A few  fairish  takes  of  salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  secured  by  different  rods  of  late. 

Fine  sport  with  brown  trout  and  sea  trout  on 
the  River  Eden,  Fifeshire,  is  reported  to  have 
been  had  quite  recently,  as  a result  of  the  copious 
rainfall.  


For  some  time  past  Rhiconich  Hotel  anglers 
have  been  in  good  luck  with  the  sea  trout,  getting 
sport  more  or  less  good  on  all  the  lochs  of  the 
district  accessible  to  the  migratory  Salmonidce. 
It  is  reported  that  one  day  last  week  Major  Gould, 
along  with  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hunt,  fishing  Loch 
Garbetmore,  caught  fifty-eight  sea  trout,  501b., 
and  two  char.  This  is  a take  worth  chronicling, 
and  indicates  that  splashes  of  rain  raising  the 
water  must  have  drawn  the  mass  of  the  sea  trout 
out  of  the. usually  better  angling  Loch  Garbetbeg 
into  the  more  inland  and  larger  neighbouring 
loch,  through  both  of  which  runs  a stream  that 
forms  part  of  the  Inchard  River. 


Sport  with  sea  trout  on  that  delightful  type  of 
a sporting  river — the  Sligachan  in  Skye — is 
again  looking  up.  

Next  Saturday  the  salmon  netting  season  in, 
and  in  connection  with,  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  principal  autumn  salmon  angling  rivers  of 
Scotland  ends  for  the  year.  Herculean  tussels 
with  the  giant  salmon  of  the  back-end  ought 
anon  to  follow.  Presently  lots  of  rivers  are 
running  very  high  ; ten  days  hence  they  cannot 
be  too  low  either  for  good  angling  or  fish  running 
freely.  

Owing  to  the  season  having  (locally)  proved 
very  unremunerative,  the  Tay  netters,  as  a solid 
body  and  with  united  front  (!),  are  to  petition  to 
have  it  extended  for  several  days,  but  it  is  un- 
likely, I think,  that  their  crave  will  be  granted. 
It  would,  as  the  Board  think,  be  most  unfair  to 
the  rod  fishers,  who  have  paid  heavy  rents  on  the 
understanding  that  the  nets  go  off  at  the  usual 
time.  


Regarding  Shetland  angling,  for  which  anglers 
are  now  flocking  northward,  when  fresh  come  in 
the  sea  trout  take  best,  and,  with  a sufficiency  of 
rain  early,  they  early  run  in  good  strength. 
Accordingly  a part  of  August  may  be  good  for 
sport  some  years  on  the  earlier  voes.  The  pre- 
vailing idea  as  to  weather  is  that  this  autumn 
there  will  be  a big  splash  of  rain  earlier  than 
usual  to  make  up  for  the  almost  unprecedented 
lack  during  the  past  summer  of  humidity  in 
Ultima  Thule,  where  dry,  sunny,  warm  weather, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  natives,  reigned  un- 
interruptedly nearly  all  along. 

Since  about  a fortnight  ago,  at  least  a dozen 
salmon  severally  weighing  between  321b.  and 
451b.  have  been  caught  by  sea  coast  and  river 
netters  in  the  Aberdeenshire  and  Kincardineshire 
districts.  A plague  of  jellyfish  has  much  inter- 
fered with  netting  operations  in  the  deep  water 
along  the  rocky  parts  of  the  coast. 

It  is  reported  from  most  of  the  East  Coast 
rivers,  from  the  Findhorn  to  the  Esks  inclusive, 
that  in  the  tidal  and  lower  fresh  water  reaches 
the  autumn  or  second  seasonal  migration  of  1 
finnocks,  which  commenced  with  the  recent  spates, 
is  believed  to  be  very  well  forward  for  this  early 
time  of  the  season.  Accordingly  there  is  en- 
couraging indication  of  a good  time  for  anglers,  j 
who,  no  doubt,  will  fervently  wish  for  the  sport- 
conducing  adjuncts  of  suitable  weather  and  right- 
running waters.  Meantime  the  former  is  broken 
and  splashy,  while  of  not  a few  rivers  the  water 
continues  too  peat-stained  for  the  sport  to  be  very 
good.  

Since  the  weather  has  become  a trifle  breezier 
and  colder — which  may  be  looked  upon  as  favour-  I 
able — the  continued  heavy  waters  may  draw  up 
into  the  rivers  a good  few  of  the  large  autumn 
salmon,  some  of  which  will,  no  doubt,  manage  to 
elude  the  netsmen.  


For  the  post  of  Chairman  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  with  its  £800  a year,  there  will,  no  doubt, 
be  numerous  applicants,  and  many  parties  are 
already  mentioned.  I think  the  very  fittest 
person  would  be  Mr.  James  Johnston,  Mont- 
rose, who  for  years  past  has  initiated,  shaped, 
and  dominated  the  policy  of  the  Board  with 
regard  to  sea  and  river  fisheries  alike.  But  in 
many  quarters  there  are  doubts  as  to  whether  he 
would  accept  the  appointment,  which  would 
necessitate  his  making  a great  pecuniary  sacrifice. 
With  Mr.  Johnston  the  controller  and  chief — 
both  in  name  and  in  reality — of  the  Board,  salmon 
fishing  matters,  which  stand  sadly  in  need  of  being 
vigorously  dealt  with  in  no  namby-pamby  theo- 
retical way,  but 'practically,  would  get  a proper 
stirring  up.  

The  angling  on  Loch  Leven  is  still  continuing 
very  unsatisfactory,  climatic  conditions  invariably 
being  all  against  it.  

Fishings  in  Scotland  which  severally  for  tho 
whole  or  greater  part  of  tho  timo  between  the 
present  date  and  the  end  of  Soptomboraro  in  good 
season  for  sea  trout  fishing  (with  in  sbmo  cases 
salmon  and  grilse)  are : Tho  tidal  and  lower 
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:i  fresh  water  lengths  of  the  Esks  of  Forfarshire, 
I of  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Ugie,  Ythan,  &c.,  in 
; Aberdeenshire,  of  Lossie,  Spey  and  Findhorn,  the 
| Nairn,  Ness,  Alness,  Loch  Brora,  Caithness  East 
< Coast  rivers,  Orkney  and  Shetland  waters,  Loch 
Seahan,  Sutherlandshire,  late  West  Coast  lochs 
and  rivers  of  Sutherland,  Cromarty,  Ross, 
Inverness,  and  Argyll-shires ; the  Uists,  Harris, 
and  later  waters  of  other  Western  Isles,  Ayrshire 
streams,  and  several  Solway  rivers. 


On  Saturday  last  in  delightful  weather  the 
West  Highland  Railway,  which  extends  to  100 
miles,  traverses  much  of  the  most  picturesque 
scenery  in  Scotland,  and  makes  ever  so  much 
more  accessible  a great  variety  and  range  of 
angling  waters  in  the  Highlands,  was  formally 
opened  with  great  eclat  by  the  Marchioness  of 
Tweedale. 


A friend  writes  recommending  the  Stinchar 
and  Girvan  in  Ayrshire — especially  the  former — ■ 
as  “splendid  sporting  streams  for  sea-trout  in  the 

autumn.” 


Haddo  House  (Lord  Aberdeen’s  family  seat), 
with  shootings  and  many  miles  of  salmon  rod- 
fishing on  the  River  Ythan,  has  been  rented  by 
Mr.  Lawrance. 


I learn  with  much  pleasure  that  Mr.  Emerson 
Bainbridge,  of  Sheffield,  who  will,  I am  sure,  be 
a popular  Highland  laird,  has  purchased  an  exten- 
sive tract  of  Ross-shire — combining  fishing,  moor, 
and  deer  forest — from  Lord  Wimborne,  who  is 
lessening  his  field  of  sporting  operations.  It  is 
rumoured  that  the  Commission  is  frightening  a lot 
of  the  large  holders  of  deer  forest. 


Sea  trout  fisheries  in  Scotland,  not  remote  from 
railway  routes  that  quickly  can  be  reached  by 
anglers  from  England,  are  connected  with  the 
Deeside  Hydro’,  Heathcote  by  Aberdeen  (on  Dee), 
iUdney  Arms,  Newburgh  (on  Ythan),  Sutherland, 
Hotel  Brora  (on  Loch  Brora),  Argyll  Arms  Hotel, 
Inveraray  (on  Aray  and  Douglas  rivers),  and 
Dhuloch.  These  fisheries  are  preserved  for 
visitors,  and  they  all  without  fail  yield  sport 
during  September.  Other  certain  sport-yielding 
fisheries  during  September,  that  the  Southron 
can  get  near  to  by  rail  direct,  are  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  productive  Lossie,  near  Elgin,  and 
the  nether  reaches  of  the  North  and  South  Esks, 
near  Montrose,  for  which  latter  tickets  are  granted 
by  the  Messrs.  Johnston,  salmon  merchants, 
Montrose. 


This  week  there  has  been  another  fearful  spate 
in  Scotland,  but  its  “ scene  was  changed  ” from 
the  East  Coast  to  the  Highland  streams  in  the 
district  of  Kingussie,  Inverness-shire. 

At  present  there  is  quite  a crowd  of  anglers 
fishing  on  the  lochs  in  connection  with  the  hotel 
at  Tarbert,  Harris,  where  the  sport,  though  not 
tip-top,  is  at  least  encouraging  and  steady  with 
sea  trout  averaging  fib. 

Since  the  season  commenced  in  July  much 
magnificent  sea  trout  angling  has  been  obtained 
in  Loch  Stack  and  Loch  Hope,  the  best  yielding 
sea  trout  lochs  in  Sutherlandshire — probably  in 
all  Scotland.  Loch  Dionard,  too,  has  given  a deal 
of  capital  fishing.  These  without  doubt  are  the 
best  sea  trout  lochs  in  Sutherlandshire;  but  the 
sea  trout  of  Loch  Sandwood  I consider  the  finest 
and  gamest,  if  not  the  largest,  that  I have  yet 
come  across  with  the  fly  in  the  “ far  north.” 


ANNUAL  REPORT  (33rd)  OF  SALMON 
AND  FRESHWATER  FISHERIES* 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Everyone  interested  in  our  inland  fisheries 
should  possess  a copy  of  the  33rd  Annual  Report 
of  our  Fisheries  Inspectors,  inasmuch  as  it  con- 
tains a large  coloured  map  of  England  and  Wales 
showing  the  districts  and  areas  defined  under  the 

* This  Fisheries  Report,  with  coloured  map  of  England 
and  Wales,  showing  the  different  fishery  districts,  &o., 
can  be  had  post  free  by  anyone  sending  Is.  Gd.  in 
stamps  to  Sampson  Low  and  Co.,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London. 


Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act  of  1888,  the  Salmon 
and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  1861-1892,  and 
the  Fisheries  Act,  1891.  In  some  notes  printed  on 
the  map  the  different  boundary  lines,  &c.,  are 
explained.  We  have  had  our  copy  of  this  most 
useful  map  framed  and  glazed  for  reference. 

Anglers  should  remember  that  fishing  licences 
are  now  necessary  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
You  may  start  fishing,  for  instance,  in  Hampshire 
where  a licence  is  not  imposed,  and,  forgetting 
that  you  have  crossed  into  Wilts  where  one  is 
necessary,  find  yourself  fined  some  pounds  and 
costs  before  the  day  is  over. 

The  following  copy  of  the  contents  of  this 
report  will  give  the  best  idea  of  its  nature: — 

Map. 

Mr.  Berrington’s  Report. 

Mr.  Fryer’s  Report. 

Appendix  I. — Provisional  Order  to  empower  the  Board 
of  Conservators  of  the  Fishery  District  of  the  River  Tees 
to  put  in  force  the  Provisions  of  the  “Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Acts  ” relating  to  purchase  otherwise  than 
by  agreement  in  respect  of  Dinsdale  Dam. 

Appendix  II. — Report  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  on  an  Inquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  assenting 
to  the  Prayer  of  a Petition  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Tees  Fishery 
District  for  authority  to  put  in  force  the  Provisions  of. 
the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act  with  respect  to  the 
Purchase  of  Dinsdale  Dam  and  the  Premises  used  in 
connection  therewith. 

Appendix  III. — Report  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  Inspector 
of  Fisheries,  on  an  Inquiry  into  a Bye-law  made  by  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Dovey,  Mawddach,  and 
Glaslyn  Fishery  District,  altering  the  Annual  Close 
Season  for  Rods. 

Appendix  IV. — Annual  Returns  from  Boards  of  Con- 
servators. 

Appendix  Y. — Abstract  of  Returns  of  Licence  Duties. 
Appendix  VI. — Annual  Accounts  of  Boards  of  Con- 
servators. 

Appendix  VII. — Return  of  Water  Bailiffs,  Prosecu- 
tions, &c. 

Appendix  VIII. — Close  Season  for  Freshwater  Fish 
(Exemptions). 

Appendix  IX.  (1.) — Table  of  Limits  of  Fishery  Districts, 
Close  Seasons,  Rod  Licence  Duty,  &c.  (2.) — Table  of 
Principal  Bye-laws  under  the  Salmon  Acts  in  each 
District.  (3.) — Table  of  Licence  Duties  in  each  District. 
(4.)— Table  of  Bye-laws  under  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act,  1884,  in  each  District,  and  under  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  Fisheries  Act,  1877. 

Appendix  X. — List  of  printed  reports  (other  than 
Annual  Reports)  relating  to  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  by  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  and  others. 

We  also  give  a few  extracts  from  Mr.  Fryer’s 
Report,  and  regret  to  learn  that,  in  consequence 
of  serious  illness,  the  result  of  exposure  to  cold 
in  the  course  of  his  official  duties,  its  preparation 
has  been  somewhat  delayed. 

The  exceptional  drought  of  last  year  seriously  affected 
the  take  of  fish  in  almost  all  the  rivers  of  England  and 
Wales.  In  ordinary  circumstances  a dry  summer 
commonly  leads  to  an  increased  capture  of  salmon  in 
tidal  waters,  and  it  may  be  seen  from  the  return 
that  the  only  cases  in  which  the  yield  of  salmon  in  any 
district  was  larger  than  usual  occurred  in  such  waters  ; 
but  as  a rule  it  would  appear  that  the  scarcity  of  water 
during  the  fishing  season  of  1893  was  so  great  that  fish 
were  not  tempted  within  reach  of  the  nets,  and  that  in 
most  districts  the  quantity  of  salmon  taken,  not  only  by 
rod  and  line,  but  by  other  instruments  also,  was  below 
the  average.  Trout  fishing,  which  is  mainly  carried  on 
by  angling,  was  adversely  affected  by  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  hot,  dry  weather. 

The  reports  from  the  several  districts  show  a very 
satisfactory  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  fish 
affected  by  Saprolegnia  ferax,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  in  many  instances  the  kelts  were  delayed  longer 
than  usual  in  their  descent  to  the  sea  by  the  abnormal 
scarcity  of  water  in  the  spring. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  a dam  at  Penton  on 
the  Liddel  had  been  raised  so  as  to  create  increased 
obstruction  to  fish,  I was  directed  to  inspect  the  place 
in  the  course  of  the  summer,  and  arranged  with  the 
parties  interested  a form  of  pass  which  I should  be 
prepared  to  recommend  the  Board  of  Trade  to  approve. 
Final  plans  have  not  yet  been  submitted,  but  I under- 
stand that  the  necessary  steps  are  being  taken  in  the 
matter. 

The  Conservators  of  the  Eden  Fishery  District  having 
submitted  a plan  of  a pass  which  they  proposed  to 
attach  to  the  celebrated  obstruction  at  Armathwaite,  I 
visited  the  dam  and  found  that  the  scheme  suggested 
was  not  such  as  in  my  opinion  could  be  formally 
sanctioned.  Fresh  proposals  are  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  Conservators  of  the  Dee  have  had  before  them  the 
question  of  providing  an  efficient  pass  at  Llangollen 
Weir,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  important  work 
may  shortly  be  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties  interested. 

A variation  of  the  scale  of  licence  duties  in  the  Ayron 
Fishery  District  has  been  confirmed,  reducing  the  rate 
on  goryds  from  £2  to  £1,  on  salmon  rods  for  the  season 
from  £\  to  10s.,  and  on  trout  rods  from  2s.  Gd.  to  Is. 

It  is  reported  from  the  Teify  District  that  the  weir  at 


Alltycafan  has  been  rebuilt  with  a “gap,”  or  fish-pass, 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  no  opportune  y has  occurred  of  inspecting 
the  place  since  the  completion  of  the  work.  The  fears 
which  I expressed  in  my  last  report  as  to  the  stability 
of  the  fish-pass  at  Newcastle  Emlyn  would  appear  to 
have  been  verified,  the  Conservators  having  reported 
the  washing  away  of  one  of  the  stops.  It  is  understood 
that  steps  are  being  taken  to  repair  the  damage. 

The  frequent  complaints  of  the  pollution  of  the 
Ogmore  received  a further  addition  in  the  spring  of  last 
year  by  a statement  that  large  numbers  of  fish  were 
killed  in  that  river  by  the  discharge  into  it,  through  the 
drains  at  Bridgend,  of  an  excessive  quantity  of  carbolic 
acid,  used  as  a disinfectant.  In  the  neighbouring 
district  of  the  Taff  and  Ely  renewed  allegations  of 
injury,  arising  from  the  discharge  of  refuse  from  the 
Ely  Tin  Plate  Works,  near  Llantrissent,  led  to  an 
inspection  by  Mr.  Berrington,  who  made  a report  at  the 
instance  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  to  whom  a 
copy  of  his  recommendations  was  transmitted.  It  would 
appear  that,  if  reasonable  precautions  were  taken,  not 
a drop  of  the  waste  liquid  containing  the  poisonous  acid 
need  reach  the  river. 

At  the  end  of  last  year  the  pass  at  Llangenny  Bridge, 
on  the  Grwyny  Brook,  a tributary  of  the  Usk,  was  swept 
away  by  a flood,  and  other  weirs  on  the  stream  were 
damaged.  The  attention  of  the  owner  having  been 
called  to  the  matter,  he  at  once  undertook  to  submit 
plans  for  a fish-pass  which  might  receive  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  fish  pass  at  Rhayadr  referred  to  in  last  year's 
Report  has  now  been  completed  in  accordance  with  the 
plans  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  It  has  been 
inspected  by  Mr.  Berrington,  who  has  reported  it  to  be 
very  efficient. 

The  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been  given  to 
an  alteration  of  the  scale  of  licence  duties  under  which 
the  rate  on  trout  rods,  used  in  that  portion  of  the 
Severn  district  which  lies  within  the  counties  of  Salop, 
Montgomery,  and  Denbigh,  will  be  raised  from  Is.  to  2s. 
Consequent  on  the  recent  extension  of  the  limits  of  their 
district  the  Camel  Fishery  Board  have  re-made,  with 
some  modifications,  their  bye-laws  and  scale  of  licence 
duties.  The  principal  alterations  in  the  bye-laws  are  : 
(1)  that  the  close  season  for  salmon  nets  now  begins  on 
Sept.  21  instead  of  Nov.  1 ; (2)  that  the  minimum  size 
of  the  mesh  of  salmon  nets  has  been  reduced  to  1£  inches 
from  knot  to  knot ; and  (3)  that  different  dates  have 
been  fixed  for  the  maintenance  of  gratings  in  head  races 
and  tail  races  respectively.  Under  the  variation  of  the 
scale  of  licence  duties  power  is  taken  to  issue  licences 
for  nnarmoured  hang  nets  in  certain  parts  of  the  district 
at  5s.  for  every  twenty-five  fathoms  in  length,  while  the 
rod  duty  for  salmon  and  trout  respectively  is  increased 
to  12s.  and  4s.  each. 

The  fisheries  of  the  Tamar  and  Plym  District  still 
suffer  serious  injury  from  the  effects  of  pollution,  which 
the  Conservators  are  doing  their  best  to  minimise.  In 
this  matter  it  seems  possible  that  they  might  receive 
the  co-operation  of  the  Admiralty,  who  are  deeply 
interested  in  the  prohibition  of  the  deposit  in  the  rivers 
of  matter  which  is  likely  to  be  carried  down  into  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  and  Sound,  and  who  have  lately  obtained 
certain  further  powers  to  that  end. 

Bye-laws  have  been  approved  for  the  Dart  Fishery 
District  altering  the  annual  close  season  for  salmon  rods 
so  as  to  be  from  Oct.  1G  to  Feb.  28,  instead  of  from 
Nov.  2 to  March  1,  and  extending  the  weekly  close 
season  to  forty-eight  hours  by  fixing  its  commencement 
at  G a.m.  on  Saturdays,  instead  of  at  noon. 

The  Conservators  of  the  Axe  Fishery  District  appear 
to  have  had  under  consideration  the  framing  of  bye- 
laws for  the  protection  of  freshwater  fish,  but  no  definite 
proposal  has  as  yet  been  submitted  by  them  to  this 
department  for  confirmation. 

In  consequence  of  complaints  with  reference  to  the 
injury  to  the  fisheries  of  the  Dorsetshire  Stour  by  the 
discharge  of  sewage  from  Christchurch  into  the  estuary, 
efforts  are  being  made  to  put  in  force  the  provisions  of 
the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  187G,  and  an 
inquiry  has  been  directed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  into  the  question  whether  these  tidal  waters 
should  not  be  declared  to  be  “a  stream”  under  that 
Act. 

Attention  having  been  called  to  various  matters 
affecting  the  fisheries  of  the  Tost,  I visited  that  river  in 
the  course  of  the  summer.  Some  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  arisen  are  such  as  could  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
only  by  a board  of  conservators,  but  there  is  some  local 
feeling  against  the  establishment  of  such  an  authority, 
though  it  is  probable  that  the  objections  which  exist  to 
such  a step  being  taken  would  be  more  than  met  by  the 
advantages  which  would  be  likely  to  follow  from  it. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  earnest  steps  are  being 
taken  with  a view  to  dealing  with  the  pollutions  of  the 
rivers  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  present  year  may  see  the  last  of  the 
formidable  obstruction  which  has  so  long  and  so 
seriously  hindered  the  development  of  the  salmon 
fisheries  of  the  River  Tees — viz  , Dinsdale  Dam. 

The  Conservators  of  the  Wear  District  have  submitted 
bye-laws  extending  the  fishing  season  for  salmon  from 
the  1st  to  the  15th  September,  and  lengthening  the  close 
season  for  trout  to  March  1.  The  first  of  these  has  been 
objected  to  by  the  Fishery  Boards  of  the  Tees  and  the 
Tyne,  and  the  whole  question  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

Some  forty  Bills  and  Provisional  Orders  for  giving 
power  to  take  water  for  the  supply  of  towns,  &c.,  are 
be  fore  Parliament  this  session,  and  these  have  been 
ca  refully  examined  with  a view  to  seeing  how  far  they 
might  affect  fishery  interests.  The  most  noticeable  of 
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thorn  in  a l!ill  promotod  hy  tho  NoworhUo  and  Gaton- 
hoad  Wator  Company,  who  in  1888  obtained  authority 
to  oonetruot  a dam  aoroHK  tho  llivor  Koilo,  a mont 
important  tributary  of  tho  Tyno,  and  who  nro  now 
apply  inf?  for  power  to  eroot  a vory  mueh  more  formidable 
woir  and  to  impound  and  divert  a very  much  larger 
quantity  of  wator.  They  at  tho  eamo  time  auk  to  bo 
relieved  of  their  liability  to  attach  a finh-paHH  to  the 
dam.  Tho  Hoard  of  OoiiHorvatorH  have  petitioned  against 
tho  Bill. 

A scheme  whioh  Hooms  likely  to  call  at  some  future 
timo  for  vory  careful  examination  in  the  interests  of  tho 
salmon  fisheries  of  tho  Tyno  is  a proposal  understood  to 
bo  under  the  consideration  of  tho  Tyne  Navigation 
Commissioners  for  tho  oonstruotion  of  a dam  across  that 
rivor  noar  its  month  with  tho  object  of  preventing  the 
scouring  away  of  its  bed. 

For  the  Coquet  district  a bye-law  was  made  by  the 
Board  of  Conservators  postponing  for  a fortnight  tho 
commencement  and  the  termination  ol  the  annual  close 
season  for  both  nets  and  rods,  but  this  was  disallowed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Several  prosecutions  have  boon  successfully  instituted 
under  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1802, 
whioh  will,  it  may  be  hopod,  prove  very  useful  in 
cheeking  tho  illicit  traffic  in  salmon  during  tho  close 
season. 

The  map  prefixed  to  this  Report  is  designed  to  show, 
among  other  things,  the  limits  to  which  tho  laws  relating 
to  salmon  and  to  freshwater  fisheries  respectively  extend, 
and  the  areas  within  which  boards  of  conservators 
constituted  under  them  exercise  jurisdiction. 

We  bave  space  only  for  these  extracts,  but  Mr. 
Fryer’s  Report  is  very  clear  testimony  to  the 
great  amount  of  valuable  work  done  by  him  and 
Mr.  Berrington.  The  important  positions  they 
bold  have  never  been  more  efficiently  filled,  the 
only  matter  of  regret  to  us  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  cares  so  little  about  the 
fisheries  that  the  law  against  illegal  fishing  is  a 
dead  letter  in  many  districts. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Eew. 

40  „ „ Putney.  ...  175  „ ,,  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „ Hammersmith.  j 80  ,,  „ Twickenham. 

50  ,,  „ Barnes.  (85  ,,  ,,  Teddington. 

Example  ■ — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.  B.— A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down  stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Aug.  IS  

Morning. 

3.  6 

Eveniner 
....  3.20 

Sunday, 

„ 19  

3.36  

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

„ 20  

4.  7 

....  4.23 

;;  2i 

Wednesday,  „ 22  

5.  9 

....  5.25 

Thursday, 

„ 23  

....  6.  3 

Friday, 

,,  24  

....  6.4S 

High  Water  at 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Saturday, 

Aug.  18  

Morning. 

3.46  

Evening. 
....  4.  0 

Sunday, 

„ 19  

....  4.32 

Monday, 

„ 20  

4.47  

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amherley. 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — In  the  portion  of 
the  Colne,  or  rather  a branch  from  that  river,  to  which  I referred 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week,  but  more  in  the  direction  of 
Kneller  Hall,  Mr.  T.  H.  Bohling,  of  the  Brentford  Piscatorials, 
came  across  a nice  shoal  of  fine  roach,  and  in  carefully  fishing 
ammgstthem,  succeeded  in  getting  thirty  good  fish,  thirteen  of 
them  weighing  lib.  each.  Only  some  little  distance  above  this 
point  is  the  famous  roach  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  meadow 
belonging  to  the  Firs  at  Twickenham,  where  our  old  friend,  tho 
late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  used  to  get  some  fine  fish,  and  which  he 
protected  and  preserved  for  that  purpose.  Since  his  death 
several  of  my  friends  in  Hounslow,  fishing  very  near  his  old 
fishing  ground,  have  taken  roach  of  over  21b.  each,  one  of  which, 
weighing  21b.  3oz.,  caught  by  my  friend  Mr.  E.  Hawkins,  was 
brought  to  my  house  for  my  acceptance  as  a fine  specimen 
fish.  I gave  it  to  a friend,  who  had  it  preserved  and  set 
up  by  Mr.  John  Cooper.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  there  is  a very  good 
prospect  of  the  perch  once  more  becoming  denizens  of  the 
Thames,  and  during  the  last  week  in  the  returns  it  will  be  found 
that  one  of  2£lb.  has  been  taken  at  Hampton  Court,  and  one  of 
lj|lb.  at  Kingston.  One  of  my  correspondents  writes:  u The 
perch  seem  to  he  plentiful  this  season.”  Since  writing  the  above  I 
have  just  heard  that  a friend  of  Mr.  Ellis  Parr,  fishing  in  the  same 
branch  of  the  Colne  between  Brazil  Mill  House  and  the  Royal  Oak 
in  Warton  Lane,  Isleworth,  caught  three  nice  trout  of  31b.  each. 
I believe  this  portion  of  the  water  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ellis 
Parr,  and  when  I used  to  live  close  by,  about  thirty  years  ago.  I 
have  had  some  good  takes  of  fish,  and  have  seen  others  doing  the 
game. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  in  two  days  with  Mr. 
Bedford,  ten  dozen  of  roach,  and  in  four  days  with  Mr.  C. 
Wastell,  of  the  Battersea  Friendly,  twenty-four  dozen  of  roach; 
most  of  them  returned  to  the  river  again;  Lotan  Hackett,  during 
tho  week,  sixteen  and  a half  dozen  of  roach,  the  largest  lib.  9Joz., 
Home  good  bream  and  barbel. — B, 

(Datchet).— River  about  tho  usual  height  for  tho  timo  of 

year.  Mr.  Skelton  had  a very  good  day  at  the  barbel  on  the  14th ; 
caught  twenty-two  fish,  but  mostly  small  ones;  Mr.  Allen  caught 
four  good  barbel  under  the  Undine  houseboat,  the  largest,  about, 
91b.  I saw  a regular  swarm  of  barbel  under  the  above-mentioned 
boat;  tho  bottom  is  very  weedy  and  muddy.  L suppose  the  traffic 
drive  the  fish  to  those  apparently  outlandish  places.  Personally  I 
have  nothing  to  mention  in  the  way  of  sport;  in  fact,  find  it  had, 
never  knew  it  worse  ; the  weather  is  too  unsettled. — U.  Lumsdbn. 


(Hampton). — E.  Roddick,  in  one  day,  four  barbel,  tho 

large  1 lib  B 

'H  impton  Court).  — William  Mllbourno  writes  : “ Mr. 

Crane  at  Tugg  h Island,  on  tho  Thames,  has  taken  a fine  porch  of 
2 Jib.,  and  tho  anglers  thorn  have  boon  getting  some  good  barbel. 
John  Smith  and  myself  have  boon  doing  fairly  well  with  tho 
roach.  Tho  wator  W now  very  low  and  bright. — B. 

(Kingston  . — John  Johnson,  in  tho  week,  oigbt  barbel, 

three  bream,  live  jack,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  nine 
dozen  gudgeon,  and  ton  porch;  N.  Bolton,  twenty  barbel,  eleven 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  thirteen  jack,  eighteen  dozen  of  gudgeon, 
and  six  perch;  J.  Knight,  six  barbel,  two  porch  (the  largest  Hlb.), 
and  seventeen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Wilkes,  In  two  days, 
eight  dozen  of  gudgeon,  nine  perch,  and  two  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  Several  barbel  and  bream  have  been  tak<*n  by  the  hank 
anglers,  and  a small  hoy  fishing  from  the  bank  got  a fine  barbel  of 
9*lb.-B. 

(Lechlade,  &c.). — Things  have  been  qui<*t  about  here 
since  Bank  Holiday,  but  two  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  a few 
hours  la«t  week  caught  some  221b.  of  roach  and  chub,  one  of  the 
latter  being  nearly  2jlb.  A trout  of  41b.  has  been  caught  with  the 
fiy  at  St.  John's  Bridge. — F.  L. 

(Marlow). — Fair  sport  is  still  being  had  here.  Largest 

barbel,  71b.,  taken  hy  CounteBs  Wilton.  Water  in  good  order. — 
C.  L.  Mathews. 

(Richmond).— Job  Brain  duringthe  week  has  taken 301b. 

of  roach  and  dace  ami  fifteen  barbel.—  B. 

(Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day,  with  Messrs. 

Wilson,  351b.  of  roach  barbel,  and  chub;  another  (lay,  with  Mr. 
Cole,  twenty-seven  barbel  and  four  dozen  of  dace,  all  taken  on 
fine  roach  tackle;  another  (lay,  with  Mr.  Jones  and  friend,  301b. 
of  barbel  and  dace;  and  another  day,  in  one  hour,  with  Mr.  New- 
bury, seven  barbel  (the  largest  41b.)  and  one  dozen  of  dace,  all  on 
fine  roach  tackle. — B. 

(S anbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  the  week. 

twenty-seven  barbel,  twenty-five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  a jack 
of  lUib.,  and  a trout  of  5$lb.  Messrs.  E.  Clark  and  Sons  have 
taken  a quantity  of  roach,  dace,  bream,  and  barbel,  and  a few 
jack. — B. 

(Teddington).— The  angling  results  have  not  been  of 

much  account.  W.  M'Bride,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Sydney,  three 
dozen  of  dace  and  one  barbel;  in  four  days,  with  Mr.  Islip,  five 
jack,  six  barbel,  and  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace:  another  day,  with 
Dr.  Hardy,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  and  another  day.  with 
Mr.  Scully,  two  barbel,  one  perch,  four  dozen  roach  and  dace,  and 
an  eel  of  2|lb. — B. 

(Twickenham). — Samuel  Cole,  during  the  week,  has 

taken  401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three  bream,  and  six  perch ; J. 
Spong,  in  four  days,  five  perch,  three  barbel,  and  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ; J.  Frost,  in  four  days  and  a half,  341b.  of  roach 
and  dace,  five  bream,  five  perch,  and  three  barbel  (the  largest 
3 Jib.) ; J.  Dunn,  in  four  days,  281b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three 
bream,  and  two  barbel;  John  Coxen,  in  four  days,  521b.  of  roacli 
and  dace,  three  barbel,  and  two  perch;  J.  Angur,  employed  by 
John  Spong  during  the  week,  1041b  of  roach  and  dace,  eleven 
barbel,  seven  bream  (largest  418.  lloz.),  and  a fine  perch;  H. 
Spiers  have  taken  a nice  quantity  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  and 
a few  bream. — B. 

Windsor  District.— Boisterous  unseasonable  weather  has 
been  prevalent  here  during  the  past  week,  and  those  angler* 
who  have  been  out  certainly  deserved  all  they  caught.  Barbel 
appear  to  be  scattered,  and  are  picked  up  in  very  un- 
likely places.  Three  fish,  of  1041b.,  GJlb.,  and  31b..  were  had 
from  an  almost  stagnant  water,  with  heavy  mud  bottom,  by  a 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Datchet.  Master  C.  R.  Bettridge,  of  Eton,  a 
thirteen-year-old  enthusiast,  had  a very  pretty  one  of  51b.  9oz. 
whilst  dace  fishing.  Another  enthusiast,  Master  Percy  Holden, 
of  Eton,  has  had  three,  of  41b  9oz. , 4^1b.,  and  41b. ; also  a chub 
of  nearly  21b.  Mr.  White,  of  Eton-square,  also  had  a brace  of 
barbel  going  7|lb.  Several  jack  have  been  had,  but  only  one 
reportable;  this  was  a nice  fish,  going  B^lb.,  and  was  caught  by 
Paice,  jun.  (a  chip  of  the  old  block),  of  Eton.  Some  nice  roach 
have  been  taken,  but  none  of  extraordinary  weight,  Mr.  Harrison, 
of  Eton,  having  the  bad  luck  to  miss  a beauty  of  over  21b.  Roach 
and  dace  are  well  worth  trying  now,  but  fine  tackle  and  good 
sweet  ground-bait  must  be  used.  Gudgeon  feed  freely,  and 
come  well  to  the  rake. 

Ancliolme  District.— Fishing  for  roach  and  bream  has 
been  very  good  during  the  week.  The  best  bream  have  been  taken 
about  Ferriby  Sluice.  A club  from  York  fished  a match  there, 
and  the  winner  had  211b.  3oz.  Another  match  was  won  with 
191b.  Considering  that  these  anglers  were  pegged-down  to  a 
certain  place,  the  results  show  the  river  to  be  well  stocked. 
Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams. — Some  very  good  baskets  were  made 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  Fowey  again  lays  claim  to  showing 
best  sport.  One  rod  got  eight  peal  in  a single  day,  heaviest  fish 
31b.  The  water  has  been  during  the  past  few  days  too  foul  for  fly 
or  minnow  fishing,  but  worm  fishers  have  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain. The  fishing  on  the  Camel  is  much  better.  Downing  got  a 
couple  of  salmon  and  nine  peal,  and  another  rod  fourteen  peal  and 
a salmon.  Trout  fishing  still  continues  good.  The  wind  is,  how- 
ever, too  strong  for  the  moors. — Bodmin. 

Corwen  (N.  Wales).— The  weather  is  very  unsettled,  and 
very  little  is  being  done  in  trout  fishing,  Dd.  Roberts  being  the 
most  successful  with  worm  and  minno\y.  A good  few  salmon  are 
up  now,  but  as  the  river  keeps  rising  and  falling,  very  little  is 
done.  On  Saturday  D.  L.  Liddell  had  one  5jlb. ; Mr.  H. 
Williams,  one,  5Jlb. ; Monday,  D.  L.  Liddell,  one,  51b. ; and  one 
or  two  anglers  had  the  misfortune  to  get  broken  or  lost. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  very  high  ; nothing  will  be 
done  much  till  the  water  and  weather  settles.  D.  L.  Liddell 
killed  six  pike  with  minnow  last  week  opposite  his  house,  from 
31b.  to  Gib  — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  river  is  in  first-rate  order, 
and  good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week  with  pike  and 
roach. — H. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).  — Sewin 
continue  to  be  taken  by  net  below  the  weirs  on  the  rented  waters. 
No  sport  with  trout  worth  recording. — H 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  still  remains  un- 
settled, and  trout  fishing  has  been  of  rather  precarious  character. 
The  recent  freshets  have  brought  a few  salmon  into  the  upper 
waters,  and  during  the  past  few  days  Capt.  Cooke  has  killed 
three  fish,  of  14|lb.,  121b.,  and  51b.;  whilst  Mr.  Sheffield  has  had 
four,  a peal  of  Bib. , and  several  good  trout,  best  brace  going  41b. 
In  the  canal  perch  bave  been  taken  in  large  numbers,  but  mostly 
small  in  size. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Sport  in  these 
waters  is  now  of  a satisfactory  character,  and  good  bags  of 
different  kinds  of  fish  are  numerous.  From  Pode  Holo  and  from 
the  Glenn  river  there  have  been  taken  some  good  tench.  Pike 
fishing  is  beginning  in  some  of  the  waters  of  this  locality,  the 
North  and  South  Drove  and  the  Parson's  Drove  drains  being  all 
noted  for  this  fish. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Angling  is  considered  very  good  in  the 
Idle  district.  From  tho  lower  waters  there  are  reports^  of  plenty 
of  pike.  Somo  good  sport  has  been  had  at  Bollam.  Trout  and 
grayling  fishing  in  tho  upper  waters  is  said  to  bo  good,  plenty  of 
water  being  in  the  stream. — L. 

Lea,  Stort,  Ac. — Tho  wator  is  in  capital  order.  At  Cheshunt 
only  a few  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken.  At  Broxbouruo 


Home  good  catches  of  roach  have  boon  made.  At  Dobbs  Weir 
only  a few  roach  and  pereh  have  been  taken.  Tho  Forty  Guinea 
water  Is  open  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  But  Utile  doing  at  Rye 
House,  but  some  very  large  pike  have  been  seen.  At  St.  Mar- 
garet's and  Ware  Home  good  bream,  jack,  and  roach  have 
been  taken.  At  Jtoydon  good  sport  has  been  the  rule,  Mr.  Hull 
taking  tome  fine  Gh- i,  Itb  thi  fli  Bpliobd  Joimt. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).-  - Both  these  trout  and 
grayling  streams  b tve  been  running  high  and  coloured  owing  to 
rain,  but  they  are  now  in  fair  order.  A few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  have  used  fiy  and  wasp  grub  with  fair  success.  Gray- 
ling are  feeding  well  at  the  fiy.  The  prospect  for  Hport  1h  good. 
The  Pmsley  1h  clear und  in  order  for  fishing. — Gwynnk. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— UiverB  art 
now  in  splendid  order,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  the  coming 
week  are  very  good.  Flies  now  on,  July,  August,  and  Silver  Duns,  , 
Ants,  Sky  Blue,  Ginger  Moth,  and  Spinners.  The  minnow  hat 
been  doing  well.  The  water  has  been  too  high  for  grayling;  not 
many  taken  as  yet — It.  T.  Willi  a ms. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Very  little  has  been  done  on  this 
portion  of  the  river,  only  small  takes  of  roach  and  bream  and  a 
few  eels,  the  weather  having  been  dead  against  us ; a few  good 
roach  up  to  1J lb.  have  been  taken  What  is  wanted  here  Is  some 
hot  dry  weather.  Where  nothing  has  been  done,  no  baits  can  be 
specified. — R E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough;. — The  weather  with  the  little  showers 

have  made  the  water  in  a very  fair  condition,  and  many  angler* 
have  be»*n  out  during  last  week,  although  no  large  eatebes  nave 
been  reported..  At  Milton  Borne  good  bream  were  caught,  the 
heaviest  weighing  about  l£lb.  Eels  are  plentiful,  and  large 
numbers  have  been  caught,  although  of  no  large  Bize.  Perch  are 
not  feeding  well  at  present.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Denver,  Norfolk).— Having  regard  to  the  very  fickle 
weather,  this  locality  has  been  tolerably  well  patronized  through- 
out the  month,  and  the  anticipated  visitors  in  increased  numbers 
will  be  most  welcome.  The  waters  are  in  excellent  condition, 
and  the  weeds  are  not  so  troublesome  as  might  be  expected, 
whilst  fair  all-round  sport  has  been  obtained  amongst  the  bream 
and  roach.  — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire). — The  showery 

weather  continues.  These  rivers  are  in  good  ply  for  angling,  and 
some  excellent  sport  is  being  experienced.  The  best  takes  have 
come  in  from  the  Derwent  and  Lower  Rye,  chiefly  of  grayling  and 
dace.  Some  very  fine  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Foss,  also 
a few  jack.  The  barbel  fishermen  are  doing  well  in  the  Ouse  and 
Lower  Swale,  Mr.  Chappelow  Wood,  of  York,  in  the  latter  river,  - 
near  Brafferton,  taking  nearly  301b.  with  dew  worm  last  Satur-  , 
day.  There  is  not  much  doing  amongst  the  fiy  fishermen. — 
Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  rather  clear,  and  wind  very 
strong,  rendering  angling  anything  but  a pleasant  pastime  just 
now.  Roach  are  feeding  well;  any  amount  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  Bream  are  alsj  in  a very  taking  humour. 
Houghton  Wale  and  Houghton  Fourgate  Pit  have  accounted  for 
an  immense  quantity  during  the  last  few  days — or  rather  nights. 
Chub  are  very  quiet,  as  are  also  perch.  Rudd  were  feeding  nicely 
until  the  last  few  days.  Two  fish  of  about  2£lb.  have  been  taken 
since  my  last. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Bream  have  been  feeding  well  on 
brandlings,  and  some  good  one3  have  been  taken  in  early  morn. 
Six  rods  in  three  hours  landed  sixty-four  after  fishing  some  hours 
and  not  a sign.  Roach  have  been  feeding  well  on  creed  wheat, 
and  prospects  are  very  fair. — H.  ROUT. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  heavy  rains  last  Friday  put  the 
water  into  good  condition,  and  some  excellent  sport  was  had  on 
Saturday.  One  local  angler  took  over  twenty  bream  in  a very 
short  time,  the  largest  weighing  51b.  2oz.,  several  went  over  41b. 
Others  also  had  capital  sport.  On  Sunday  a nice  lot  of  fish  were 
taken  by  visitors,  but  since  that  day  the  wind  has  been  too  strong 
for  fishing.  Another  good  rain  is  now  wanted,  as  the  water  is 
again  ratner  clear. — Wm.  Nash. 

Ouse  < St.  Neots)  —Grand  sport  till  high  wind,  nght  again 
now. — SCaRD.  ..  . . 

Severn,  &c.  (Llanymynecb).— To  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  numerous  visitors  in  the  neighbourhood,  all  “ on 
thoughts  intent.”  the  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  verj 
unsettled,  and  all  these  rivers  of  a bad  colour,  and  very  poor 
sport  has  been  the  rule.  At  present  there  is  every  appearance  of 
that  change  for  the  better,  which  all  are  hoping  for. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley.— Although  the  pike  have  been  off  feed  some- 
what during  the  past  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durant,  London,  have 
had  very  good  sport  amongst  the  pike,  rudd,  and  eels.  He 
succeeded  on  taking  with  the  former  a splendid  specimen  of  131b.,  f 
measuring  exactly  36in.  long.  Messrs.  Joseph  and  Arthur 
Allens  likewise  have  met  with  success,  the  former  taking  a Gib- 
pike  on  a perch  hook ; also  taking  some  magnificent  rudd  up  to 
l±lb.  each.  The  Revs.  Messrs.  Treville  and  Salmer  and  party 
also  are  having  good  sport.  The  Messrs.  Niven,  Tomkins,  ana 
Russell  have  also  done  well. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Nothing  done  since  my  last  report. 
Water  still  very  clear.  A few  roach  have  been  taken  up  to  lib 
weight,  but  sport  is  very  dull. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  RLvers  and  Chichester  Canal— There  is  but 
little  improvement  to  be  recorded  in  the  state  of  rivers  generally. 
Many  anglers  have  tried  the  Arun,  but  the  majority  have  only 
taken  a few  flat  fish  and  eels.  A few  good  roach  have  been  taken 
by  light  ledgering  with  both  paste  and  gentles.  A few  roach  are 
notified  from  the  Ouse,  and  roach  and  dace  from  the  Adur.  Roach 
and  small  bream  have  been  taken  in  quantities  from  Chichester 
Canal,  and  a few  bream  of  2Jlb.  With  fine  weather  the  tidal 
rivers  will  soon  fine  down,  but  at  present  the  weather  is  far  from 
promising. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is  in  splen- 
did condition  for  fishing,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  on  the  minnow.  On  the  10th  a salmon  of  lGlb.  was  taken 
on  fiy,  and  several  other  fish  lower  down  the  river.—  H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  good  order.  Tho  trout 
and  grayling  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  are  taking  the  fly,  wasp 
grub,  and  worm  well.  In  the  Ashford  water  trout  over  lib.  eact 
have  been  taken.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycho  are 
running  clear  and  in  order  for  fishing. — T.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
refreshed  by  heavy  rain,  and  is  now  in  good  order.  Fishing  on 
the  whole  is  rather  dull,  although  a good  few  rods  have  been  out. 
The  Kyre,  Rea,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.— 
Worcester. 

Upper  Windrush  Oloucestersliire).— Trout  flshera 
have  been  very  quiet  on  this  stream  duriug  the  past  week  or  two, 
but  some  fine  fish  bave  in  places  been  killed.  Except  for  weeds 
and  rushes  in  parts  of  the  stream,  it  may  bo  said  to  be  in  fab 
angling  trim  ; but  the  artificial  fiy  is  not  now  of  much  use,  except  j 
under  favourable  conditions.  Live  baiting  and  spinning  with 
Tom  Cull,  minnow  or  dace,  i8  the  most  successful  lure  at  present; 
a small  Devon  minnow  may  also  be  used  with  success  in  the 
rough  water  and  waterfalls.  Some  nice  grayling  have  recently 
becu  caught  near  Bourton-on-the-Water,  where  they  seem  to 
thrive  fairly  well  with  the  trout,  and  run  up  to  throe  pounds 
apiece. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— River  in  very  good  ordor,  a fow 
salmon  caught  last  week. — David  Powell. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Good  bream  have  been  taken  this  woes 
The  5s.  prize  was  takon  by  Ml.  J.  Houghton,  43,  Brathway  road, 
Houtkllolds,  Wandsworth.  Mr.  Turner,  of  MUlhurst,  one  jack 
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9Jlb. ; Mr.  Lee,  two  jack  1 ljlb. ; Mr.  J.  W.  ParnwslI,  Marlborough 
street,  Blackfriars,  jack  :>41b. ; Mr.  Peabody,  Aberdeen  Houso> 
Soutbflelds,  jack  5Jlb. — A.  Newham. 

Witliam,  Sc.  (Mid  Lincoln). — Boston  still  claims  the 
most  attention  from  visiting  anglers.  Very  tine  roach  are  being 
taken  by  the  subscribers  to  the  South  Forty-foot  and  also  by 
local  anglers  from  the  Fossdyke,  specimens  of  lib.  or  so  being 
quite  numerous.  On  the  river  bream  form  the  chief  attraction, 
and  are  got  not  only  about  Boston,  but  at  most  stations  from 
Bardney  downwards.—  Lucr. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Bournemouth.  — The  fishing  here  during  the  ten  days 
ending  Monday  has  been  vein-  good  indeed,  large  numbers  of 
plaice,  dabs,  silver  and  pout  whiting  having  been  taken,  one  boat 
having  taken  over  seventy  very  line  pout  whiting  on  Saturday 
evening,  several  11b.  weight,  and  one  lib.  6oz. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).  — Anglers  are  having  first-rate 
sport. — H. 

Penzance. — Boat  anglers  have  not  been  able  to  do  much 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  but  good 
sport  has  been  had  with  pollack  off  the  pier  heads. — H. 

Southsea  and  District. — Most  of  the  fishing  has  been 
done  from  the  shore  and  piers,  owing  to  the  rough  weather. 
From  Lee-on-Solent  pier  some  good  fish  (chiefly  pollack)  have 
been  taken.  From  the  moats  at  Gosport  some  good  fish  have  also 
been  taken.  At  East  Southsea  pier  some  small  bass  and  good 
eels.  From  Portsmouth  Harbour,  the  largest  bass  91b.,  with  good 
pollack.  From  the  shore  some  good  bass. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Teignmouth. — This  little  seaport  town  is  now  full  of 
visitors  and  tourists,  some  content  with  lying  on  the  beach 
reading,  others  with  a more  healthy  occupation  of  bathing,  and, 
last,  but  not  least,  there  are  those  who  pursue  the  sport  of  fishing. 
I was  chatting  with  an  old  salt  yesterday  who  took  197  pollack 
near  the  Thatcher  which  averaged  31b.  or  41b.  apiece.  Bass 
have  not  been  very  plentiful  this  year,  and  very  few  have  heen 
taken,  but  salmon  and  sea  trout  are  plentiful  at  the  entrance  of 
the  river.  I saw  over  a score  taken  yesterday.  Teignmouth,like 
Toreross,  is  a great  place  for  sand-eels,  and  they  keep  several 
nets  for  catching  them.  Mackerel  are  plentiful  just  now,  and 
several  dozens  are  brought  in  by  each  boat.  There  should  be  bass 
fishing  from  off  the  rocks  at  the  Ness  or  the  end  of  the  pier,  but  I 
don't  believe  it  is  tried;  I fed  sure  that  if  it  was  you  would  be 
rewarded  with  good  sport. — William  Hearder. 

Whitby. — During  the  week  the  sport  in  Whitby  roads  has 
been  excellent,  for  the  fish  are  plentiful,  and  readily,  and  even 
greedily,  take  the  bait.  Fresh  herring  and  mussel  form  the  chief 
lures.— Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— Lochs  Boarlan, 
Cuma.  Urigill,  and  Veyatie  have  been  yielding  excellent  baskets 
of  late.  During  Ihe  past  week  the  successful  anglers  were  Mr. 
Whyte,  Mrs.  Bussell,  Mr.  Paisley,  Dr  Bennett,  Mr.  Leach,  Dr. 
Frend,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  Dodgson,  Messrs.  Myers,  Mr.  Maekay, 
and  Mr.  Murray.  Including  ferox  and  trout  the  total  fish  caught 
in  six  days  was  1143,  weighing  in  all  3571b.,  or  close  on 
3£ewts.— B. 

Aray  (Inverary).— 13th  inst.  I had  two  grilse,  31b.  and  41b., 
one  trout,  21b.  14th,  Mr.  Leatham,  in  the  Sbira,  had  two 

Dhuloeh  trout,  81b.  and  31b.,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and  lost  a salmon 
after  playing  it  twenty  minutes.  Mr.  Motherwell  and  Mr.  Robb, 
in  the  Douglas,  had  six  dozen  brown  and  sea  trout.  Bivers  in 
flood. — B.  B.  Bantock. 

Awe. — From  Taynuilt.  Hotel  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Hall  had  a grilse 
of  71b.  On  the  10th,  the  same  gentleman  had  a salmon,  171b. ; 
and  Mr.  A.  Crocker,  a grilse,  Gib.  On  the  11th,  Dr.  Jackson  had  a 
grilse,  71b. ; and  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  a grilse,  81b.— D. 
Macdonald. 

Border  Esk. — During  the  present  week  the  fishing  has  been 
good,  and  a number  of  fair  baskets  have  been  made,  the  river 
being  in  capital  order.  In  Westerkurk  water  Mr.  Geo.  Wright 
had  seven  dozen  yellow  trout,  Messrs.  F.  Story,  Thos.  Morrison, 
J.  Johnston.  J.  Laidlaw,  and  several  others  have  made  good 
takes  of  sea  trout  and  herling  in  the  Langholm  water.  On 
Monday  in  the  double  water,  Mr.  W.  Scott  and  Mr.  W.  Park  had 
good  baskets  of  sea  trout  and  herling ; Mr.  E.  Armstrong  caught 
four  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewes ; Rev.  M.  Thompson  had  five  sea 
trout  and  a number  of  herling.  Good  hauls  are  being  made  in 
the  Canonbie  division  and  also  in  tee  upper  and  lower  reaches  of 
the  Liddle.  The  best  sport  is  being  had,  however,  in  the  Long- 
town  and  Metal  Budge  sections.  Mr.  Burrow  had  171b.  of  fish, 
chiefly  herling;  Mr.  F.  Story  and  Mr.  Chalmers  have  had  baskets 
of  141b.  each,  while  Mr.  Bull  has  had  71b.  ; Mr.  Twiddle  had  a 
basket  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Burrow  at  a second  fishing  had  91b.  of 
herling.  Fishing  in  the  Ewes,  Mr.  David  Elliot-Corby  caught  six 
dozen  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  F.  Story  had  an  equal  number  in 
Tarras.  Mr.  R.  Graham  has  had  a number  of  sea  trout,  herling 
and  yellow  trout  in  the  Canonbie  water. — G. 

Border  Esk  (Langholm).— The  following  sport  has  been 
had  by  visitors  to  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel.  Mr.  Thompson, 
London,  last  Friday  had  two  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water ; Mr. 
Hope,  Oxford,  one  sea  trout  and  two  whiting.  To-day,  Tuesday. 
Mr.  Waller  from  London  had  one  sea  trout,  weighing  2Jlb.,  and  six 
herling  in  Canobie  water;  Mr.  Hope,  four  sea  trout  and  four 
whiting  and  two  yellow  trout.  After  a week  of  poor  sport  there  is 
now  a good  flood  on  and  some  good  sport  expected. — M.  D. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — August  is  usually  the  worst  angling 
month  in  the  year,  and  truly  the  current  one  bids  fair  to  break  the 
record  as  far  as  blank  days  arc  concerned.  There  is  no  getting 
near  the  river  for  floods  and  daily  spates.  One  good  result  of  the 
present  high  waters  is  the  early  migration  of  the  autumn  run, 
which  are  already  on  the  coast,  and  are  certain  to  afford  good 
sport  early  in  September.  Autumn  waters  are  being  rapidly 
picked  up  at  greatly  enhanced  prices.  On  the  Dee  there  is  hardly 
a cast  to  be  had.  The  Ythan  tidal  is  now  yielding  very  good 
sport. — Deksider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire;.  — Owing  to  the  heavy  thunder 
showers  in  this  district  the  river  was  in  bad  angling  condition. 
On  the  upper  sections,  Mr.  Gould,  Biairmore,  had  three  fish  of  an 
average  weight  of  51b. ; on  the  lower  sections  of  the  river  little  or 
nothing  was  done,  and  anglers  are  patiently  waiting  the  with- 
drawal of  the  nets  from  the  river  in  order  to  engage  in  the  sport. 
There  are  fair  numbers  of  fish  running,  and  the  net  fishermen 
have  netted  very  well  of  late  on  the  pools  about  the  entrance  to 
the  river. — H.  W. 

Dhuloeh  (Inverary).— Mr.  Allan,  Pollockshiels,  and  Mr. 
Brand,  Helensborough,  fishing  the  above  to-day,  had  fourteen  sea 
trout,  lOJlb.  (largest  21b.),  and  one  grilse,  41b.  The  loch  is  full  of 
sea  trout,  grilse,  and  salmon.  The  rivers  in  fair  order  and  full  of 
fish.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Whitwell  in  the  Shira,  had  a grilse,  41b.,  and 
several  brown  trout.  In  the  Aray,  on  the  6th  inst.  Major  Clough 
Taylor  had  grilse,  Gib.  ; and  on  the  7th  another,  Gib.— B B.  Ban- 
tock. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Aug.fith, Dr.  Barlow, 
fifty-five  trout;  Mr.  Wallace,  one  salmon;  Mr.  Molyneux,  one 
grilse.  7th,  Mr.  S.  Ralli,  thirty  trout;  Mr.  L.  Ralli,  two  sea 
trout;  Mr.  Leon  Ralli,  twenty  trout;  Mr.  Molyneux,  twenty-six 
trout.  8th,  Mr.  L.  Ralli,  eight.  10th,  Col.  Wilson,  one  salmon  ; 
Messrs.  Ralli,  twenty-four  trout ; 13th,  Col.  Wilson,  one  sea  trout 
and  one  grilse ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seurfleld,  thirty-three  trout;  Mr. 


Dodgson,  twenty-six  trout;  Mr.  S.  Ralli,  one  grilse.  Owing  to 
the  heavy  spate  fish  have  been  dull  in  rising;  with  settled  weather 
good  sport  with  salmon,  sea,  and  brown  trout  is  sure. — W.  W. 

Kinlochewe  Hotel  (Lochmaree).— Messrs.  Jeffry  and 
Kinnear,  fishing  this  hotel  waters  on  Friday,  10th  inst.,  got  a 
basket  of  eight  sea  trout,  5Jlb.  ; on  Saturday,  11th,  fourteen  trout, 
weighing  81b.;  on  Tuesday,  14th,  eleven  trout,  weighing  7Jlb. 

Lochboisdale  (South  Uist). — Gentlemen  out  from  Loch- 
boisdalc  Hotel  had  the  following  baskets  last  week ; Aug.  (I, 
Col.  Echalaz,  on  Loch  Sharp,  two  sea  trout,  2Jib.  On  the  7th, 
the  same  gentleman  had  six  sea  trout,  61b.,  and  one  grilse  211b. ; 
Dr.  Hodsdon,  forty-eight  trout,  181b.,  on  Loch  Squaribh;  Capt, 
Hibbert,  on  Bharp,  one  sea  trout,  lib. ; Mr.  Nalder,  on  same  loch, 
two  sea  trout,  21b.;  Mr.  Moore,  two  sea  trout,  2Jlb.  On  the  8th, 
Dr.  Hodsdon,  seven  sea  trout,  71b. ; Capt.  Hibbert,  twelve  sea 
trout,  S.ilb.  ; Col.  Echalaz.  two  sea  trout,  2|lb. ; and  Mr.  Nalder, 
four  trout,  71b.  Aug.  9,  Col.  Echalaz,  three  sea  trout,  5Jlb. ; Mr. 
Trollope,  one  sea  trout,  Gib.  and  four,  4 Jib.  On  the  10th,  Capt. 
Hibbert,  three  sea  trout,  31b.  On  the  11th,  Capt.  Hibbert  had 
one  sea  trout,  lib. : Col.  Echalaz,  four  sea  trout,  3ib. ; Mr.  Moore, 
four  sea  trout,  4Jlb. ; Mr.  Tillaid,  thirty-one  trout,  12Jlb.  ; and 
Mr.  Thomas,  eight  trout,  5 Jib. — S.  Mack. 

Locli  Earn. — Ou  the  9th  inst.,  fishing  on  Lochearnhead  Hotel 
water,  Mr.  Lade  killed  eleven  trout,  and  Mr.  Peters  eight  On  the 
11th,  Mr.  A.  Lund  and  Mr.  J.  Lund  killed  fifteen  weighing  5Jlb. 
(one  scaled  l^lb.),  and  on  the  13th,  thirteen  trout  and  one  char 
weighing  311b. — E Maisey. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — A copious  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
past  week.  The  takes  of  anglers,  however,  continue  rather  dis- 
appointing. Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arnrtean,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
Blairingone,  beat  the  best  result  obtained  for  six  weeks  with  a 
basket  of  twenty-four  trout  which  weighed  211b.  Clubs  have  been 
competing  daily  and  have  had  an  average  weight  of  about  31b.  pet- 
rod. — R.  B.  Lains. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters  (North  Uist). — Excessive 
rainfalls  have  daily  interfered  with  angling  in  the  past  week. 
There  is  a capital  appearance  of  sea  trout,  nest  baskets;  On  8th, 
on  Loch-an-Dude,  Mr.  J.  L.  Somerby  had  eight  brown  trout, 
Gib. ; and  Mr.  Maclaren,  on  Loch  Skealtair,  had  thirty  fish,  9§lb., 
heaviest  ljlb.  On  9th,  on  Loch  Skealtair,  Mr.  W . Fergusson 
had  a grilse  of  51b.  and  eleven  sea  trout,  101b  , heaviest  lib.  On 
the  10th  the  same  gentleman  had  ten  fish,  101b.,  on  Strumore, 
heaviest  2Jlb.  On  the  13th  Mr.  Summers  had  eleven  fish,  61b.,  on 
Strumore,  heaviest  lib. — J.  M.  F. 

Loch  Eannoch,  Bunalastair  Hotel  (Rannoch).— 
Anglers  from  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  had  very  good  sport  during 
this  last  wpek,  both  on  loch  and  river ; 271  trout  were  killed  by  the 
following  ladies  and  gentlemen : Mrs.  Davies,  the  Misses  Long, 
Tinsley,  Nash,  and  Drysdale;  and  Messrs.  Whitelaw,  Rankin, 
Dykes,  Hoare,  Nash,  Williams  ; and  on  the  13th  Master  J.  S. 
Rankin  killed  a lovely  Sal  mo  ferox,  weighing  9§lb. — George  Gotv. 

ITavar  (Bettyhill,  KT.E.). — During  the  past  week  several 
nice  salmon  were  caught  by  Major  Burnell,  Dalvina  House  : Mr. 
Arthur  Wormald,  Mr.  P.  H.  Wormald,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Meek, 
Skelpick  Lodge.  On  Monday,  river  in  flood  and  prospects  bad. 
— B. 

North  Esk  (Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell,  N.B.). — 

On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie  killed,  his  first 
blood,  a nice  thick  grilse,  and  had  another  larger  one  on. 
Messrs.  R.  Anderson,  M. A.,  Edinburgh,  and  Hunter,  Liver- 
pool, with  two  other  gentlemen,  had  fished  three  days,  and 
averaged  each  101b.  to  131b.  basket.  Friday,  Messrs.  Dan. 
McGregor  and  Christie,  Dundee,  fished  Panmure  Arms  Hotel 
water,  and  got  one  each,  about  21b.  Messrs.  Curie  and  party 
from  Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  shot  over  the  moors,  and  had 
fifteen  brace  grouse,  on  the  13th  and  14th,  although  the  birds 
were  very  wild. — W.  Lyon. 

Overscaig’  (Sutherland,  N.B.). — The  neighbouring  lochs 
have  been  yielding  excellent  sport,  particularly  Loch  More  for  sea 
trout,  and  Lochs  Griam,  Gorm,  Merkland,  Shin,  &c.,  for  brown 
trout.  On  Monday,  this  week,  two  salmon,  averaging  about  71b. 
each,  were  caught  on  River  Merkland;  while  Messrs.  Gordon, 
Madras,  and  Dr.  Hallowes,  Maidstone,  on  Loch  Gorm,  had 
seventy-five  trout,  22£lb. — B. 

Rhiconich  (Sutherland,  N.B).— In  the  course  of  the 
past  week  Mr.  Bateson,  Liverpool,  Mr.  J.  W.  Smith,  London,  Mr. 

J.  Smith,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hunt,  Major  Gould,  Mr.  Milles, 
Captain  Kind,  and  others  have  good  sport  in  sea  trout  angling. 
Salmon,  grilse,  char,  and  brown  trout  also  caught.  In  one  day 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Hunt  and  Major  Gould  caught  fifty-eight  sea 
trout  and  two  char. — B. 

Scourie  (Sutherland,  24\B.). — The  most  successful  anglers 
here  of  late  were  Rev.  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Bentflower,  Mr.  Maitland, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ballance,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller,  Mr.  Rodston,  and 
Mr.  Brooksbank.  Despite  adverse  conditions  the  sport  of  the 
past  week  amounted  to  147  brown  trout,  511b. ; ninety-seven  sea 
trout,  921b. ; two  grilse,  141b. ; and  1481b.  lythe  and  other  sea 
fish.—  B. 

Shiel  River. — Aug.  9,  Capt.  Graeme  caught  one  salmon, 
10£lb.;  Aug.  11.  Mr.  R.  Stone,  one  salmon,  231b. ; Aug.  13,  Mr.  R. 
Stone,  two  grilse,  6ilb.  and  71b. ; Aug.  14,  Mr.  Lyall,  one  grilse, 
51b.  ; Aug.  14,  Mr.  Taylor,  one  grilse,  6£lb. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — During  the  past  week  Sir  Francis 
Laken  and  Mrs.  Angerston,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  aud  also  Mr. 
Liddell,  have  been  fairly  successful  in  salmon  and  grilse  angling. 

Slig*achan  (Skye). — River  now  in  splendid  order.  On 
Aug.  1,  Col.  Clark,  41b.  2nd,  Col.  Clark,  81b.;  Mr.  Muir,  7$lb. 
3rd,  Col.  Clark,  21b.,  and  dozen  brown  trout  from  loch;  Mr.  Muir, 
3§lb.;  Mr.  Muir,  jun.,  121b.  ; Mr.  Sharp,  Gib.  4th,  Mr.  Muir,  jun., 
111b.  6th,  Col.  Clark,  171b.;  Messrs.  Muir,  141b.;  Mr.  Tillard, 
151b.  8th.  Messrs.  Muir,  8jlb. — Wm  Sharp. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  South  of  Scotland  rivers  have  all 
shown  a decided  falling  off  in  fly-fishing  during  the  past  week. 
The  Annan  and  its  tributaries  are  getting  into  nice  order  for  fly. 
Mr.  Thos.  Tweedie,  in  the  lower  waters,  killed  thirty-nine  herling 
in  two  hours.  A number  of  salmon  and  grilse  were  noticed 
ascending  the  streams,  but  nothing  heavier  than  sea  trout  have 
been  caught  this  week  in  the  lower  and  middle  reaches.  The 
yellow  trout  fishing  on  the  lochs  and  rivers  of  Ayrshire  has  not 
been  good  of  late.  On  odd  days  the  trout  have  risen  for  an  hour 
or  two  to  the  fly.  On  the  Nith  sport  did  not  improve  much  last 
week,  despite  favourable  fly  waters  and  windy  days,  but  on  the 
Cairn  sport  has  been  fair.  Middling  baskets  have  been  the  rule  on 
the  Fleet,  Dee,  and  Orr.  Plenty  of  herling  are  in  the  pools,  but 
they  have  been  excessively  shy  at  the  fiy. — HeatherhelJ;. 

Spey. — The  heavy  rainfalls  experienced  again  last  week  have 
prevented  the  water  from  subsiding  sufficiently  to  permit  of  any- 
thing approaching  to  successful  sport.  On  the  Easter  Elehies 
section  on  Wednesday  Gen.  Godman  killed  a grilse  of  4£lb. ; Mr. 
McKinnon,  gamekeeper,  one  of  71b.  On  the  Pitcroy  section  Mr. 
Burn  and  party  had  seven  fish  during  the  week  of  from  41b.  to 
151b.,  Mr.  Burn  himself  having  had  a basket  of  yellow  trout  on 
Saturday  weighing  71b.  There  are  a good  few  fish  running  in  the 
central  sections  at  present. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters. — Aug.  1,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch 
Slam,  seven  brown  trout,  one  sea  trout;  2nd,  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
Kyle  of  Tongue,  four  fish;  3rd,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
twelve  brown  trout ; same  date,  Professor  Cash,  on  kyle,  one  sea 
trout;  4th,  Professor  Cash,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nineteen  brown 
trout;  same  date,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  kyle,  fourteen  sea  trout;  6th, 

Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Slam,  ten  brown,  one  sea  trout;  same 
date,  Dr.  Phillipps,  on  kyle,  one  sea  trout;  7th,  Dr. 


Phillipps,  on  Loch  Slam,  one  sea  trout;  Col.  Bridges,  on 
Loch  Slam,  one  sea  trout;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
ten  brown  trout;  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Loyal,  one  brown  trout. 
8th,  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Loyal,  three  brown  trout;  same  date,  Gen. 
Whigham,  on  Kyle,  one  sea  trout;  Professor  Cash,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  three  brown  trout;  9th,  Gen  Whigham.  on  Loch 
Loyal,  four  brown  trout  ; same  date,  Professor  Cash,  on  kyle, 
eleven  sea  trout  (one  ferox  71b.).  10th,  Professor  Cash,  on  kyle, 
three  sea  trout ; samo  date.  General  Whigham,  on  kyle,  two  sea 
trout  Last  week  was  unfavourable  for  fishing,  being  wet  and 
stormy — M.  Grant. 

Tweed,  &c. — We  have  had  a lot  of  rain  since  my  last  notes, 
and  as  a natural  consequence  the  rivers  have  been  flooded — once 
last  week,  again  on  Tuesday  of  the  present  week.  These  rises 
have  been  very  beneficial  in  cleaning  the  bed  of  the  streams  in  the 
Border  district,  and  sport  has  fairly  improved  during  the  past  ten 
days,  at  least  to  those  who  go  a-flshing  with  worm  and  rnmnow. 
No  very  great  weights  have  been  killed,  but  a more  general  amount 
of  dishes  have  been  taken  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  in  the  Kelso 
district.  The  weather  is  now  more  settled,  and  anglers  expect 
some  good  sport  during  the  week.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Fishery.— As  predicted  last  week,  we  have 
now  a good  flood  with  a heavy  wind  storm  to-day,  but  on  it 
settling  down  sport  must  improve  as  there  are  lots  of  fish  up, 
both  salmon  and  sea  trout,  and  some  of  the  rods  did  well  con- 
sidering the  unfavourable  fishing  weather  — W Bdackadder. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge). — River  here  in  good  condition,  hut 
weather  very  unfavourable  for  fishing;  however,  fair  fishing 
continues.  Mr.  Giles,  Belfast,  hooked  and  landed  a fine  trout  of 
51b  Pike  are  now  taking  spoon  and  minnow  well.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warren,  London,  “spooning”  for  pike  killed  seven. — F.  G. 

Connaught  Rivers. — The  run  of  fresh  fish  is  decreasing. 
Plenty  of  white  trout  are  now  up  the  Corrib.  Since  last  report. 
Mr.  Head  killed  two  peal ; Mr.  Pierson,  fourteen  salmon  and  peal ; 
Mr.  H.  Gore,  four;  Mr.  Swales,  twenty-seven;  Commander  Law, 
R.N.,four;  Mr.  J.  O'Flaherty,  three  ; and  Mr.  Routledge,  two. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — Owing  to  the  very  cold  and  stormy  weather  which  has 
prevailed  since  my  last  report,  the  sport  has  been  very  moderate. 
The  most  fortunate  anglers  were:  Messrs.  T.  B.  Johnston,  A. 
Oakshott,  Monday,  and  Capt.  Barry.  The  largest  fish  was  killed 
by  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  and  weighed  261b.  The  weather  continues 
very  wet  and  stormy,  and  good  sport  may  not  be  expected  until  it 
settles. — M.  Hogan. 

Dough  Melvin. — Owing  to  the  storm  the  boats  were  only 
able  to  get  out  for  a short  time  each  day,  when  capital  sport  was 
obtained,  several  baskets  of  from  two  to  three  dozen  being  taken 
— M.  Rogan. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Fair  sport  with  salmon  and 
grilse  all  through  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  this  week.  A 
couple  of  fish  from  Sib.  to  101b.  fell  to  the  rods  (on  most  days)  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Simon  Scroope,  Mr.  Maxwell  Gallagher, 
Mr.  O.  S.  H.,  Mr.  J.  P.  Harden,  and  Capt.  P.  Berwick.  Messrs] 
Harry  Wilson  and  brother  had  a nice  pike  of  241b.  and  one  151b., 
with  several  smaller  ones  on  the  loughs.  Very  little  improve- 
ment in  trout  fishing;  weather  too  wild  and  stormy,  with  much 
rain. — Frank  Hearns. 

Rosses  (co.  Donegal).— In  the  past  week  some  good  bags 
of  white  trout  were  made  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses.  On  Tully 
Lake  Mr.  Whitford  and  Mr.  Gurran  killed  eight  fish,  heaviest 
1-lib. ; General  Warren,  ten  fish,  heaviest  2Jlb. ; Mr.  Babington. 
six  fish,  heaviest  31b.  ; Mr.  Pomeroy,  eight  fish.  On  Duugloe 
Lake,  Messrs.  Scott  had  ten  fish,  heaviest  1 Jib. ; Miss  Gosselin 
and  Major  Hazlet.  eleven  fish,  heaviest  1 Jib.  (Miss  Gosselin  bagged 
eight  out  of  the  eleven),  and  on  Meenamore,  Colonel  Justice 
killed  five  fish,  the  heaviest  of  which  scaled  3 Jib. — J.  A.  B. 

Suir  and  Tributaries  (Clonmel).— The  successive  freshets 
of  the  past  fortnight  or  three  weeks  have  brought  up  a good 
supply  of  peal  and  salmon,  added  to  the  unusually  large  supply 
already  on  the  stands.  The  whole  upper  waters  are  now  swarm- 
ing with  fish,  even  to  the  uppermost  reaches.  These  are  already 
showing  good  sport,  and  promise  still  greater,  as  netting  closes 
to-morrow,  and  the  whole  river  will  then,  till  the  end  of  season 
(Oct.  15),  be  limited  to  single  rods  only.  Lord  Ashtown,  paying  a 
flying  visit  to  his  waters  atGlenaheiry  had  a really  good  day  on 
Friday,  and  succeeded  in  landing  to  his  ownroi  seven  fish, 
weighing  respectively  lull).,  81b  , 7flb.,  71b.,  (ilh  , 5|lh  , and  2flb.] 
ail  with  fly.  On  Lord  Donoughmore's  waters  Mr.  C.  Wade  got 
two  peal  on  the  4th,  71b.,  51b,  and  one  Gib.  on  the  11th: 
Hon.  Sclater-Booth  one  of  51b.  on  the  5th,  and  J.  Gearon.  four, 
51h.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b.  on  the  4th;  one  71b.  on  the  5th;  one  51b.  on 
the  6th;  and  a salmon  121b.;  peal  «lb.  on  11th.  Many  others  were 
taken  on  the  different  stands  about  Clonmel.  The  water  is 
keeping  in  splendid  order,  and  taking  all  together  we  are  looking 
forward  to  a good  autumn  season  now  that  netting  is  closed.— 
Richd.  Bradford. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — On  the  Mourne  salmon  angling  continues 
good.  The  5th  inst..  Major  R.  A.  Miller,  one  salmon,  sib. ; 8th, 
Mr.  Jones,  one  salmon,  (ijlb.;  Mr.  Vyse,  one  salmon,  81b  ; 9th, 
Major  Miller,  one  salmon,  81b. ; 11th,  Mr.  Jones,  two,  B Jib.  and 
4Jlb. ; Mr.  Manly,  one  salmon,  71b.;  12th,  Mr.  Sweeny,  one 
salmon,  lOJlb. ; Joe  Campbell,  one  salmon,  91b.;  13th.  Mr.  Salt- 
well,  one  salmon,  101b. ; N.  Donoghue,  one  salmon,  5 Jib.  Sport 
on  the  other  Tyrone  rivers  is  pretty  fair. — J.  A.  B. 


Reports  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.— The  General  Committee  met  on 
Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  in  the  chair.  After  the 
preliminary  business  had  been  disposed  of,  three  new  societies 
were  enrolled— the  Barnet  A.S.,  meeting  at  the  Rising  Sun  Hotel, 
High-street,  Barnet ; the  Foley  A.S.,  whose  place  of  meeting  is  at 
the  King  and  Queen,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square;  and  the 
Bramley  A.S.,  of  the  Bramley  Arms,  Bramley-road,  Notting  Hill. 
Each  society  in  turn  produced  rules  which  proved  satisfactory  to 
the  Association.  The  secretary  produced  a copy  of  the  balance- 
sheet  of  the  Rivers  Restocking  and  Preservation  Fund,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  total  sums  collected,  with  balance  from 
last  year,  amounted  to  £60  11s.  3d.,  of  which  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion had  collected  £34  13s.  Gd.,  and  the  Central  £19  19s.  Mr. 
Ghurney  informed  the  meoting  that  he  has  issued  about  3640  rail- 
way privilege  tickets  this  season  already.  Mr.  Laws  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  recent  issuo  of  a special  edition  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  Blue  Book,  and  Mr.  Ghurney  reported  that 
he  has  received  25  copies  of  samo.  A vote  of  thanks  brought  the 
meeting  to  a close  at  a late  hour. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall.  — The  monthly 
delegate  meetng  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Aug.  20 
at  8.30.— R.  Ghoiiney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Western  District). 
— A most  successful  return  visit  was  paid  to  the  Royal  George 
Angling  Society  on  the  15th  inst;  ten  clubs  were  represented.  On 
opening  the  Association's  box,  I found  it  to  contain  the  sum  of 
£1  4s.  Gd. , and  a most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a close 
at  12  o’clock.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Rose  and  Crown  Angling 
Society,  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road,  on  Thursday,  Sept.  6,  when 
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I ifti.dl  hope  to  bco  a good  muster,  thin  being  their  first  visit.  - 

J I v II it  1 H. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  Foresters'  Hall.— The  next 
minding  of  the  eonimittoo  will  talco  place  on  Friday  evening, 
Aug.  24,  ut  8 so.  It.  UnniiNKY. 

ing  ers’  Benevolent  Society  (Thamkh  Competition). — 
'Ine  weekly  meeting  look  place  on  the  16th  Inst.,  when  the  pre- 
vious mootings  were  piiHHod.  The  competition  takes  place  on 
Oct.  *2hth  at  WindHor,  in  the  main  Ilivor  Thame h only.  Back- 
waters barred.  The  stamping  of  tickets  and  weighing- in  takoa 
place  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  close  to  the  (l.W.u.  Station, 
Windsor.  Th«  boundary  will  be  from  Windsor  Bridge  to  tin* 
black  f*»n«  e,  facing  Lord  Fitzgerald's,  near  Monkey  Island.  Full 
particulars  will  be  duly  sent  to  cverj  angling  society  in  London, 
with  the  competition  tickets.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
iwld« d to  the  committee : Mr.  Smith,  llarlcsdon  Angling  Society ; 
Messrs.  K.  Wooll  and  Lake,  Campbell  I nited  ; and  Mr.  Burroughs, 
Harlesdon.  A special  general  competition  committee  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  next  to  discuss  important  business.  All  mem- 
bers please  attend.  I beg  to  thank  the  following  for  promised 
prizes  for  this  competition:  The  host  of  Prince  of  Wales  Angling 
Society  21s.,  and  a bottle  of  whisky;  Mr.  Payne,  Is.  Gd.  ; Mr.  J. 
Jennings,  a lam p ; Messrs.  Fngleston  and  Burmingham,  a lamp ; 
C.  J.  Carter,  ilio  worthy  chairman,  a prize,  value  10s.  Gd. ; 15. 
Abrahams,  a prize;  Mr.  Bourne,  jack  rod;  Mr.  Neale,  fishing 
box;  and  Dir.  Barnett,  & Ashing  bag  B.  Abrahams. 

Addison  Piscatorials,  Addison-road,  N. — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  tlx*  5th  and  Gth,  hut  did  not  meet  with  any 
great  success,  the  best,  take  being  that  of  Mr.  Cartwright.  Our 
secretary  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  chub  from  Goring.  We 
still  continue  to  make  new  members,  three  on  7th  and  four  on  the 
l tth.  We  shall  lie  pleased  to  welcome  any  gentleman  who  wants 
to  join  a good  club.— II.  Graves. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling"  Society,  Duke 
of  Sussex,  Hxhridgc-strcet,  Notting-hill  Gate. — The  following 
weighed-in,  viz. : Mr.  Carey,  201b.  4.‘oz.  of  bream;  11  llsh,  largest 
31b.  7oz.  The  pegged  down  match  resulted  as  follows — It. 
Ghnllen.  first.  41b.  5oz.  of  roach;  H.  Challen,  second, ‘21b.  15oz.  ; 
(largest  roach,  lib.  7oz ) ; 0.  Turner,  third  with  roach,  and  Mr. 
Bridge,  four'll  with  perch.  Mr.  Abrahams  weighed-in  on  the  13th 
ten  roach.  31b.  15oz.  Messrs.  Slack,  C.  Turner,  and  Leslie  were 
out  on  the  13th  and  14th,  and  had  some  good  roach;  Mr.  Slack 
had  one  over  lib. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling"  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Portsmoutli- 
plaee.  Lincoln  s-inn-flelds. — On  Aug.  12  the  following  weighed- 
in:  Messrs.  W.  Hall,  S Masters,  S.  Cutbush,  H.  Seymour,  and 
C.  Dyer.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  a special  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Aug  26  for  important  business  respecting  one  and  all. 
— G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling"  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Suttou-street.  Clerkenwell. — On  the  12th  inst.  a fine  show 
of  fish  was  laid  on  the  trays  by  the  following : Messrs.  Coney- 
beare,  roach ; Windier,  bream,  roach,  dace  (the  heaviest  bream 
31b.) ; T.  Hutchings,  bream  and  roach;  and  C.  Irvin,  bream  and 
roach.  Absent  members  are  informed  that  the  brake  will  start 
from  clubhouse  at  G.O  a.m.  sharp  on  the  19th.  There  are  still  a 
few  clubs  that  have  not  sent  in  cash  or  books  for  “Irvin's 
Benefit.”  I should  very  much  like  to  hear  from  them. — G. 
Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling*  Society.  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-roacl — We  fished  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  12  with  a good  show 
of  members,  but  only  one  prize  taken  by  Mr.  Scott.  There  are 
three  to  be  fished  for  (go  where  you  please).  On  Aug.  19  we  fish  a 
punt  competition  at  Twickenham,  go  down  by  8 o’clock  train  or 
after.  Punts  will  be  ready  at  9 o'clock,  start  from  Bro.  Bransby's, 
Queen's  Head,  Riverside,  Twickenham.  I want  members  to  turn 
up  next  Wednesday  as  we  have  a question  on  the  agenda  re  the 
late  cup  competition.  Very  special. — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling"  Society.  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  members  of  this  club  will  fish 
a friendly  match  on  the  19th  at  Woking  Broads  Meads,  pegged 
down,  with  the  Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society  for  a supper, 
thirty,  fifteen  a side,  and  three  guineas  divided  into  eight  prizes, 
one  guinea  given  by  each  club,  and  one  presented  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
host  of  the  White  Horse,  Woking  Village.  Competitors  can  go  on 
Saturday  night  or  by  either  the  first  and  second  trains  on  the 
morning.  Cease  fishing  at  G o'clock,  and  weigh-in  at  the  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Battersea  Friendly  clubhouse.  The  supper  to  take  place  at 
the  Amicable’s  clubhouse,  on  Monday,  Aug.  27.  Peggers-out, 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Dodd.  On  the  12th,  the  following  weighed-in 
fish:  J.  Cox.  from  Amberley,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  W.  Hersant, 
Amberley,  roach;  G.  Davis,  Pulborough,  roach;  A.  Jenkin,  Bother, 
roach ; A.  Hen  wood,  bream  and  roach.  All  competitors  going  on 
the  19th  are  requested  to  meet  at  Clapham  Junction  at  8.30  ; head- 
quarters, Mr.  Holmes,  White  Horse,  Woking.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  next  outing. — Geo. 
Mumford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Verona- 
street,  S.W. — On  the  15th  inst.,  Messrs.  E.  Wilson  and  Scollett 
captured  a splendid  show  of  barbel,  weighing  nearly  501b.  On  the 
10th  inst.  our  annual  audit  took  place,  the  result  showing  a sub- 
stantial balance.  A special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next, 
22nd  inst.,  for  urgent  business. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling"  Society.  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street. — Only  two  members  weighed-in  on  the  12th, 
but  they  made  up  for  the  blanks  of  some  of  the  others,  total 
gross  weight  501b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  A.  Conn  weighed-in 
Mb.  13oz.  of  barbel.  The  match  for  the  August  series  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  the  2Gt.h.-  Are.  Conn. 

Blackiriars  Angling"  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street. — Since  last  report  the  following  weighed-in : Mr. 
Wilson,  roach;  Mr.  Marrigold,  roach;  and  Mr  Holden,  roach. 
Our  next  outing  to  Amberley  will  be  on  Sept.  2.  Members 
wishing  to  have  copies  of  the  photograph  taken  at  Wateringbury 
may  obtain  them  on  application  at  clubhouse. — J.  Wheklhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling"  Society,  Hose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — On  the  12th  inst.  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Thornatt  weighed-in  dace;  on  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  J. 
Pailes  weighed-in  t*  nch  and  roach ; Mr.  Chart,  roach.  Our  peg- 
down  match  will  take  place  at  Amberley,  on  Aug.  19,  from 
Houghton  Biidge  to  the  park  gate;  members  may  please  them- 
selves whether  they  go  on  Saturday  or  not.— A.  Wilshaw. 

Brompton  Angling"  Society.  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marlborough- 
road,  Chelsi  a — Our  members  have  brought  up  some  very  nice  fish 
lately.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Coggin  had  a fine  show  of  dace  and 
perch  from  the  Thames  (heaviest  perch,  lib.  8|oz.,  and  heaviest 
dace,  7oz.).  Mr.  Airs  also  had  a very  good  take  of  bream.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  electing  another  member. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling"  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Bromley. — Since  last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  J.  Watkins,  roach,  perch,  dace;  B.  Lees,  A.  Timson,  A. 
Thompson,  C.  Farm  enter,  and  J.  Papworth,  bream  and  roach. 
Wo  fish  a peg-down  match  at,  Dagenham  Lake  on  Aug.  19,  and 
the  brake  will  start  from  clubhouse  on  Saturday  the  18th  inst., 
at  11.30  p.m.—J.  Watkins. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town. — Since  last  report,  only  one  member 
weighed-in  fish  on  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  T Riley,  roach  and  bream  ; 
others  were  out  but  bad  poor  sport. — O.  Jones. 

Central  A&sociation  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— The 
monthly  meeting  of  delegates  took  place  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden,  on  Monday  last.  Mr.  O.  A. 
Med  calf  wrote  expressing  regret  at  being  unable  to  be  present. 


The  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  Tbos.  Goodwins,  minutes  w(?re 
duly  confirmed,  and  among  the  correspondence  read  was  a letter 
from  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board  in  reference  to  the  recent 
destruction  of  fish  In  the  Lea.  The  balance-sheet  of  the 
Rivers  Preservation  Fund  was  received  and  agreed  to,  and 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Batman  It  was  unanimously  decided 
to  again  co-oporato  In  issuing  a Joint  appeal  to  the  clubs 
for  further  funds  for  restocking  purposes  during  the  first 
week  In  September,  and,  considering  the  future  benefits 
to  bo  derived,  It  is  sincerely  desired  that  a liberal  response 
will  result,  as  It  affects  anglers  generally.  The  secretary  reported 
having  completed  the  arrangements  and  details  in  connection 
with  the  Central  s recently  acquired  fishery  at  Bures,  on  the  G.E. 
Railway;  notice  boards  bad  been  erected,  and  bailiff#  were 
appointed.  There  was  some  splendid  fishing  to  be  had;  the  weeds, 
it  is  believed,  will  shortly  disappear,  our  intention  being  to  cut 
the  woods  in  some  of  the  best  swims.  The  reports  from  bailiffs 
on  the  i -entral's  fishery  at  Amberley  were  found  very  satisfactory, 
some  excellent  takes  and  good  specimens  had  been  obtained  in  this 
district.  The  weeds  and  bushes  had  been  removed  on  the  new  Central 
Fishery  at  Pulboro’ ; additional  bailiffs  were  appointed  for  the 
ensuingmonth.  Mr.  C.  Walling,  visiting  officer,  reported  that  a very 
successful  visit  lmd  been  paid  to  the  North  London,  next  one 
going  to  the  Odds  and  Evens  on  Monday  next.  The  delegates 
heard  with  sincere  regret  of  the  bereavement  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs 
by  the  decease  of  his  wife,  and  they  passed  a vote  of  sympathy 
and  condolence  with  him  on  his  sad  loss.  The  committee  are 
negotiating  for  further  stretches  of  water,  which  they  anticipate 
will  prove  a great  boom  to  members.  All  letters  to  be  sent  to  the 
secretary.  Mr.  \V.  J.  Wade,  G,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling"  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — Siuce  my  last  report 
several  members  have  weighed-in:  Messrs.  T.  Tringham,  191b.  Soz., 
bream  (one  fish  41b.  4oz.);  S.  Morgan,  jun.,  111b.  14oz.,  barbel 
and  bream;  A.  Painter,  81b.  l£oz.,  bream;  II.  J.  Remington, 
41b.  Soz.,  roach.  Messrs.  Willgoss,  Cooper,  Turner,  G.  T.  Jame- 
son, <fcc.,  also  had  fish.  A competition  will  take  place  on  Aug.  19  at 
Esher.  Any  member  losing  the  first  train  and  coming  by  the 
second  will  lie  eligible  to  fish  on  reporting  himself  to  one  of  the 
committee. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Cricketers,  Northwold-road, 
Stoke  Newington. — On  Aug.  1*2  several  of  our  members  were  out, 
but  met  with  poor  success,  not  a fish  being  recorded.  On  Tuesday 
last,  our  meeting  night,  after  the  usual  business  had  been  gone 
through,  Mr.  Gudgeon  was  unanimously  elected  as  secretary  of 
above  society. — E.  J.  M. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen  Tavern, 
York-road,  in. — Our  members  have  been  doing  well  during  the 
last  week,  the  best  shows  being  credited  to  the  following : Mr. 
Ford,  a grand  show  of  roach  and  bream  (heaviest  roach  l^lb., 
and  several  over  lib.);  Mr.  Smith,  some  fine  carp  and  perch; 
Mr.  Collier,  roach;  Mr.  Clirismas,  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Parker, 
jack  and  roach.  I have  to  announce  the  postponement  of  our 
excursion  owing  to  the  sad  family  bereavement  of  our  president, 
Mr.  Stephens,  in  the  loss  of  his  wife.  The  date  will  probably  be 
Saturday.  Sept.  15. — W.  J.  Thomas. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow- 
street,  Dalston. — On  August  12,  Messrs.  Poore,  Robinson,  Cogs- 
well, Pocock,  Parram,  and  Webber  weighed-in  some  handsome 
roach,  bream,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  1 had  a 
very  good  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  a pegged-down 
match  should  take  place  on  Aug.  26.  Full  particulars  to  be 
obtained  at  the  clubhouse. — S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose  Green, 
East  Dulwich. — Some  of  the  members  of  the  above  society  have 
been  having  fair  sport  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  J.  Hart,  121b.  of 
roach,  barbel,  and  bream;  Mr.  C.  Venables  and  T.  Dear,  fishing 
on  the  Rother,  121b.  of  perch,  dace,  and  roach  (a  31b.  jack  falling 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  C.  Venables).  I have  just  received  a bream  of 
41b.,  caught  by  Mr.  A.  Powell,  at  Houghton,  Hunts,  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  the  taxidermist. — Henry  W.  Stagg. 

Saris  fie  Id  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House,  Earlsfield, 
S.W. — An  outing  will  take  place  on  Aug.  19,  at  Byfleet.  Mr. 
Keepin  weighed-in  a splendid  lot  of  roach  from  Byfleet  this  week. 
—Bruce  and  Frampton. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington,  High-street, 
Epsom. — Our  annual  excursion  took  place  on  the  9th  inst..,  to 
Amberley,  when  our  president  gave  a prize  to  be  competed  for, 
which  was  secured  by  Geo.  Miles,  with  bream,  the  largest  going 
2Mb.,  H.  Vickery  was  second  with  roach;  Messrs.  Jeffery,  Hailes, 
Harding,  and  Skilton  also  having  roach.  Our  vice-president,  Mr. 
C.  M.  Woodford,  who  accompanied  us,  brought  his  camera,  and 
took  the  party  (with  tackle)  in  a group,  also  four  of  our  members 
in  the  act  of  pursuing  their  sport.  Since  my  last  report  Messrs. 
Hailes,  Miles,  and  Vickery  have  weighed-in  dace  and  roach  from 
the  Mole,  and  J.  Jeffery  a take  of  roach  scaling  18jlb. — E.  W. 
Hailes. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley-street, 
Fitzroy-square. — The  above  society  was  enrolled  on  the  Anglers’ 
Association  on  Monday  last  with  a fair  number  of  members. 
Brother  anglers  are  cordially  invited  to  join  us.  Mr.  W.  Lill  has 
been  appointed  treasurer  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris  secretary. — H.  S. 
Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel,  Godwin- 
road,  Forest  Gate.— On  A.ug.  12  we  had  a show  of  fish  from  the 
following:  Messrs.  Lane,  two  nice  bream;  Stanhope,  roach; 
Head,  roach  and  dace  Mr.  Mayes  had  some  roach,  but  did  not 
weigh  them. — Scribe. 

Fanny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  21, 
Goswell-road. — On  Thursday  last  we  presented  Mr.  Biggs  with  a 
testimonial  for  his  past  services  as  secretary  of  the  above  club. 
Our  members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  but  met  with  poor  sport. 
The  following  weighed-in  fish:  Messrs.  Vanhegan,  Hill,  White- 
bread,  and  Willard. — G.  P. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road,  N.— 
We  had  but  a small  show  on  Aug.  12,  the  only  fish  worthy  of 
mention  being  a roach  of  lib.  5^oz.,  taken  b>  F.  Lawrence;  W. 
Baildham  also  weighed-in  jack;  W.  Baildham,  jun.,  roach  and 
dace;  W.  Lawrence,  roach  ; and  A.  Hoggett,  roach.  We  fish  for 
two  prizes  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  19.  There  are  also  four  monthly 
prizes  for  competition  at  the  Welsh  Harp. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster,  Foley- 
street. — Since  last  report  Messrs.  West,  Crow,  and  Browning  have 
had  some  nice  bream  and  roach.  On  Tuesday  last  our  adjourned 
quarterly  meeting  took  place,  the  usual  officers  were  elected,  and 
1 am  requested  to  inform  all  members  that  it  is  most  essential 
that  they  should  be  present  at  our  next  meeting  (Tuesday,  Aug.  21) 
to  settle  where  the  outing  shall  take  place  on  Sept.  2,  also  the  condi- 
tions of  the  match. — John  Goatlky. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Stratford 
New  Town. — The  members  of  the  above  club  fished  a peg-down 
match  on  Aug.  1,2  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  when  only  two  prizes  were 
taken,  Mr.  W.  Burling  first  and  Mr.  J.  Grande  second.  Mr.  F. 
Bates  weighed  five  bream,  181b.  2oz. ; and  F.  Hudson  some  roach. 
— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  wcokly  meeting 
was  hold  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  in  the  chair.  Many 
members  had  been  fishing  since  the  last  meeting,  and  t he  follow- 
ing reports  were  made:  Mr.  Marshall  and  Mr.  Vail  had  taken 
forty  mackerel  and  a few  whiting  at  Plymouth,  and  on  the 
following  day  twelve  mackerel  and  twelve  whiting  ; Mr.  Allen, 
several  roach  of  11b.  and  under;  Mr.  Uonollan,  bream  and  roach 
from  Amberley;  Mr.  Vuil  and  two  others,  about  301b.  of  fiat  fish 


from  Leigh  ; Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  FoHbrook,  a few  fish  from  Leigh. 
Mr.  Henry,  in  a week  at  Tring.  117  roach,  averaging  about  lib., 
returning  many  small  ones,  also  three  jack  and  two  tench  (til# 
largest  of  the  Latter  weighing  81b.  2oz.).  Dr.  Ladell,  at  Plymouth, 
a large  quantity  of  mackerel,  pollack,  conger,  chad,  gurnet,  and 
bream.  The  secretary  four  trout  und  a quantity  of  duee  with  th® 
flj  in  ii'1  i 1 ■ ■ ' i ' ■ i w ')i  i"  tort 

paper#  by  members  on  tbelr  holiday  experiences.  The  casting 
tournament  on  Sept.  11  will  he  held  at  Kelvedon  instead  of 
Coin  brook. 

Heartu  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  The  Old  Crown,  Brick- 
lane,  Bethnal  grots!  wi  vrei  tin  a blank  lost  week  by 

Mr.  C.  T.  Russell  weighing-! n roach,  and  Mr.  A.  Fish  bream  and 
roach.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  Amborh?y  on  Aug.  26.  I 
hop'  1 llglhle. 

The  remaining  prizes  will  he  fished  for  on  Sunday,  a roam  to 
take  place  at  Walton  Pound  from  Arthur  Whellcr  Bridge  to  the 
lock.  ( T,  &1  SELL. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  The  Globe,  Fpper  Tolling- 
t on-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — A few  of  our  members 
have  been  out  since  my  la  t report  with  fair  success,  viz. : Mr.  G. 
Cornish,  121b.  of  barbel;  Mr.  J.  Burton,  roach, dace,  and  barbel ; 
Mr.  G.  II.  Rutherford  and  Mr.  G.  West,  roach,  dace,  and  chub, 
from  the  Thames. — E.  W.  Whkatlky. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  1, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Aug.  12  Mr.  J.  Rowe  weighed-in 
Hlb.  2joz.  jack,  Mr.  G.  II.  Wood,  perch  and  roach,  and  Mr.  P. 
Schulze,  bream  and  roach.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  Aug.  14.  Our  prize  list  for  the  ensuing 
season  came  in  for  a fair  share  of  patronage.  The  next  return 
visit  on  No.  J Eastern  Di  strict  will  be  paid  to  the  Hoxton  Brothers 
on  Monday.  Aug  27.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  our  President, 
G.  II.  Wood,  when  wo  shall  be  pleased  with  the  company  of  as 
many  anglers  and  their  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend.— R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion, 

Portlana-street,  W. — On  Ang.  12  we  hod  a nice  show  of  fish 
upon  our  tra> s from  the  Thames,  as  follows:  Mr.  A.  Pope,  barbel 
and  bream;  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  bream ; Mr.  Hansford,  bream,  three 
41b.  13jgoz..  41b.,  and  31b.  loz.  respectively,  two  of  which  have  been 
sent  to  Cooper  for  preservation.— SNAP. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Aug.  12,  but  had  little  sport;  only  Mr.  Kemp  showed  perch, 
saving  tue  club  from  a blank.  On  Tuesday  last  (Mr.  Burwash  in 
the  chair)  very  little  business  was  done,  owing  to  so  few 
members  being  present.  Members  kindly  show  up  on  Tuesday 
next,  as  business  is  very  important. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John’s  Head, 
Mansfleld-street.  Kingsland-road.— The  members  competed  for 
four  special  prizes  on  Aug.  12.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  secured  first 
honours,  Mr.  G.  Bliss,  second:  Mr.  W.  H.  Mecham,  third;  Mr.  G. 
Rogers,  fourth.  There  were  no  competitors  for  the  two  special 
prizes  on  Wednesday  last;  these  will  be  fished  for  again  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  29. — H.  B. 

Junior  Fly  fishers,  Masons  Hall  Tavern.  Coleman-street, 
E.C.— The  holidays  have  resulted  in  some  good  fishing  by  our 
members,  but  although  specimens  were  scarce,  the  baskets  were 
varied  and  of  good  size.  Dr.  Mitchell,  roach  and  rudd  (in  all 
about  251b.),  and  a pike  of  31b.,  on  a Cinnamon  fly.  from  the  Nor- 
folk Broads;  Messrs.  Hall,  Goodwin,  Fletcher,  and  Zerfass,  dace 
and  roach,  from  Lincolnshire ; Mr.  Roach,  some  splendid  dace  and 
a brace  of  chub  (weighing  Gib.)  from  Berkshire. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Goldhawk-road.  Shepherd's  Bush.— At  our  last  meeting  we 
elected  four  new  members,  and  added  our  host  to  the  committee. 
Our  president  has  been  amongst  the  roach,  181b.  and  1 31b.  3oz. , 
best  fish  11b.  4oz.,  and  another  lib.  2oz.  Mr.  Lock,  from  the 
Thames  bank,  131b.  loz.  of  barbel  and  bream,  largest  bream, 
21b.  10|oz. ; Mr.  Carter,  101b.  of  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Mason, 
41b.,  roach;  Mr.  Burton,  51b.,  roach.  Our  next  meeting  is  on  the 
23rd,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster,  as  the  next  outing  has  to 
be  arranged. — S.  Burton. 

Liverpool  Angling  Society.— The  reports  from  members 
of  their  doings  during  the  holidays  were  somewhat  meagre,  only  a 
few  returns  being  sent  in.  Mr.  Till  had  a l£lb.  roach  and  a 41b. 
bream  and  Mr.  Birch  about  101b.  bream,  and  Mr.  Jefferye  won  the 
prize  for  trout  from  the  Vyrnwy.  Messrs.  Waller  aud  R.  Wilson 
have  been  amongst  the  tench,  and  they  placed  sixty  of  these  fish 
in  our  Knowsley  water  last  week,  for  which  a most  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  at  our  last  meeting  and  duly  conveyed  to 
them.  This  is  the  way  to  keep  up  a stock  of  fish  in  any  water,  and 
is  in  marked  contrast  to  those  anglers  who  keep  baby  fish,  and  in 
fact  every  fish  they  can  catch.  Mr.  H.  Cox,  our  taxidermist,  is 
setting  up  an  181b.  pike  from  Bala  Lake,  and  one  of  111b.  from 
Grasmere. — R.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.  — The 

match  at  Rossett  on  Aug.  6 was  a very  enjoyable  outing,  and  the 
weather  everything  that  could  be  wished  for,  but  the  catches  were 
small.  The'  following  were  the  winners:  first,  Mr.  Milton; 
second,  Mr.  Attwood;  third,  Mr.  J.  Swersey.  The  meeting  on 
Monday,  Aug.  13,  was  very  well  attended,  and  some  good  business 
was  done. — James  Reynolds. 

Lyclmobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane, 

E.C. — The  members  of  this  society  had  their  first  outing  of  the 
present  season  on  Saturday,  July  7,  to  Pulborough.  With  the 
exception  of  half-a-dozen  d'ace  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Ormrod,  very 
little  fish  were  taken,  as  they  would  not  bite.  On  Aug.  6,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Logan  weighed-in  81b.  2oz.  of  roach  taken  at  Tottenham 
(largest,  lOoz.)  On  Aug  12,  Mr.  Logan  and  Mr.  Harold  Skinner 
(son  of  mine  host  of  the  Ben),  went  to  St.  Ives  and  caught— the 
former,  lib.  lloz.  of  bream  aud  Gib.  loz.  of  roach  (largest  bream 
31b.  lloz.),  the  latter,  31b.  7oz.  of  roach  and  21b.  Soz.  of  bream, 
largest  roach  9oz.  The  members  have  their  next  outing  on 
Saturday  next  (the  18th)  to  Chelmsford.  A peg-down  match  is 
being  arranged,  which  will  take  place  shortly.— J.  E.  Griffiths. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  Mildmay- 
park.— We  had  a good  muster  of  working  members  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  have  arranged  a special  outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel 
for  Aug.  26,  to  fish  for  prizes  left  over  from  last  special  outing  to 
Langford  Hall.  Honorary  members  are  eligible,  and  are  especi- 
ally invited.  The  following  members  have  been  out  with  varying 
success : Mr.  Garrett,  ten  days  in  the  Ouse  district,  roach  up  to 
21b.,  and  dace,  fib. ; Messrs.  Fay  and  Feaks,  at  Tring,  good  take 
of  large  roach ; myself,  at  Enfield  Lock  (two  days),  and  Messrs. 
Jermy  (four  days  at  Broxbourne),  Jones  (Forty  Guinea  water), 
and  Swann  (two  days  at  Hertford,  on  the  Lea),  dace  and 
roach  and  a trout  l^lb. — H.  Stockdale. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern,  Kings- 
gate- street,  Holborn. — A complimentary  visit  will  bo  paid  to 
the  above  society  from  the  Lincoln  Brothers  and  Great  Northern 
| Brothers  on  Aug  27,  when  we  hope  to  have  the  support  of  other 
clubs  on  this  occasion  — J.  Long. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
Mape-strcet,  Betlmal  Green.— Wo  fished  for  six  prizes  on  Aug.  12, 
at  Dagenham  Lake,  pegged-down.  Result : K.  Brocket!.,  roach 
and  bream,  first;  J.  Blackledge,  jun.,  roach,  second;  T.  Brewer, 
bream,  third ; A.  Hooton,  bream,  fourth;  A.  Sims,  bream,  tilth  ; 
W.  Dennis,  bream,  sixth.  Mr.  J.  Slade  and  Mr.  O.  Dennis  had 
somo  good  dace  from  Maldon.  G.  Brocket!,  121b.  bream  and 
roach,  roaming. — E.  BBOOKKTT.  * 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane,  Tottenham. 
— Fow  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  12th,  the  following  woro 
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successful : Mr.  Dow,  chub  and  roach,  largest  chub  21b  lOoz 
from  the  Lea;  Mr.  Carter,  roach  ; Mr.  Lambert,  col ; Mr.  Dontoii,’ 
roach;  Mr.  Vybe,  roach.  A peg-down  match  will  take  place  at 
tho  borty  Guinea  Waters  on  Aug.  2(1  Tor  four  prizes.— W.  Skeggs 
Perseverance  Angling-  Society,  Eoyal  Oak,  Stepney 
Green.  On  the  12th  inst.  we  had  a fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
perch;  Messrs.  J.Gay,  roach  101b.  SJoz.,clace3ioz.,  perch  uloz.;  T. 
lozor,  41b.  G|oz.;  S.  Silverton,  roach  31b.  2;Joz.,  perch  C4oz.— W. 
HUSSELL. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bising  Sun,  Harper- 
fiilTi!’  Kent-road—With  deep  regret  1 hare  to  announce  the 
aeatn  or  Mi.  J.  Clarke,  a member  of  the  above  sinee  it  started*  he 
was  also  ono  of  the  first  members  in  the  Kodney  Piscatorials 
when  they  were  formed  in  the  late  Tom  Hughes’s  house  in 
Eodney-road,  under  the  secretaryship  of  the  late  “ Pixie.”  In 
consequence  of  the  above  sad  event  the  club  was  at  once  adjourned, 
and  the  usual  monthly  competition  will  stand  over  till  Sept.  9. 
i or  the  benefit  of  brother  anglers  that  have  known  our  late 
member,  and  who  would  like  to  see  him  buried,  the  funeral  will 
take  place  on  Monday  about  one  o'clock  at  Nunliead— E.  Pyne. 

?>rivCe,uA^tllvu’  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
load.  North  Kensington. — On  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  22,  there 
will  be  a special  meeting  to  make  the  final  arrangements  for  our 
match  at  Windsor  on  the  2fith.  Members  must  comply  with  the 
rutes  or  they  will  not  he  allowed  to  compete. — J.  Harris. 
p,~’?Vlc,e  Wjfes  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Church-street,  Edgware-road. — During  the  holidays  we  had  some, 
capital  shows  of  roach,  dace,  bream,  tench,  and  barbel  weighed-in 
Mr.  Targett,  one  barbel,  Gib.  lOoz. ; Mr.  Whitford,  111b.  o(  dace, 
nine  ot  them  scaling  over  Jib.,  and  one  roach  of  lib.  5oz. ; Mr. 
bhort,  tench,  the  largest  21b.  3oz. ; and  Mr  Eobins,  a grand  show 
ho  hlw’  b?sldes  s®vel'al  smaller  takes.  There  is  a candidate  to 
be  balloted  for  on  Monday  next. W.  B. 

an<i  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone. — Our 
p e-down  match  came  off  at  Langley  Pound  on  Aug.  12,  and 
resulted  m a close  competition  between  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr. 

*be  former  taking  the  first  prize,  a handsome  punt  rod, 
g n by  Mr.  Lovett,  and  the  latter  a fishing  bag,  by  Mr.  Barnet, 
we  made  another  new  member  on  Monday  last,  and  during  the 
evening  we  had  a complimentary  visit  from  Mr.  Harris,  of  the 

rh1-nCh\Arthur'  wbo  gave  us  some  valuable  information,  after 
which  he  presented  the  prizes.— E.  Bogkrs. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms  Hotel, 
teman-street,  Soho. — On  the  12th  inst.  several  of  our  members 
were  out,  and  the  following  weighed : Messrs.  Eoach,  Webber, 
nughes,  sen  Hughes,  jun.,  Harris,  jun.,  and  Gibbons.  On  the 
1 , took  a return  visit  on  the  Western  District,  and  eleven 
t0  roll-call;  Mr.  Eosa,  of  the  Westminster, 
H*ed  tb®  ebai,:>  bei.nS  faced  by  Mr.  Holder,  of  the  Islington 
- ners.  ft1®  following  gentlemen  contribut’d  to  the  harmony 
nRoC!fv,eTeni??:,  Messrs.  Bean,  Pope,  Eosa,  Ward,  Eeid,  Dean, 
Chamhers,  Holder,  Hili,  Lewis,  Sherman,  Wilson,  Weaver, 
Eiehards,  Humphrey,  ai  d Gibbons.  Will  all  members  kindly 
attend  next  meeting  night  for  important  business? 

s Brothers  Angling  Society,  White  Bear,  King- 

a ’ street,  St.  Luke’s. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  Aug.  12  We  had  a poor  show  of  fish,  but  were  saved  from  a 
blank  by  Mr.  Iwitehings,  who  bad  a dace.— G.  Young. 

<r.,theC,°  , ®urf-ey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Stan- 
gate-street,  Lambeth.— On  the  12th  inst.  kr.  J.  Wright  and  Mr 
^a7^UrJ)re-^nt>  had  bai,bel  and  dace  from  the  Thames.  On 
? i ii  \ a f tad  roach  from  same  river  (largest 

A.  tnend  of  mine  shot  a poacher  as  he  was  coming 
, “t?e  waJe.r  l when  he  fell  to  the  ground  he  dropped  a rudd, 

Which  when  °Pened  was  found  to  contain  five  smaller 
ones  I he  poacher's  name  was  “Heron,”  and  all  the  family 
caught  in  the  act  will  be  served  the  same  by— J.  Wright. 

Ar™  Bfothe?s  Angling*  Society,  The  Grafton 

Arms,  Grafton-street.  lottenham-court-road. — Only  two  of  the 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  the  l*2th  inst..  with  the  following 
result:  Mr.  Petrie,  roach  and  bream,  101b.  4oz. ; Mr.  North,  roach 
and  dace.—  C.  B.  Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Aug.  12  Mr.  Smales  weighed-in  a nice 
show  of  bream  and  roach,  271b.,  largest  bream  241b;  Mr.  Duck- 
worth,  roach  and  bream,  7£lb  , the  largest  roach  lib.  Hoz. ; Mr. 
Gill,  one  roach,  lib.  ll^oz.,  and  one  bream,  lflb.,  and  Mr.  Massev 
bream,  perch,  and  dace,  341b.  Others  had  fish,  hut  did  not  weigh- 
m.  Un  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Martin  was  elected  unanimously  a 
fishing  member.  The  committee  will  meet  next  Tuesday. — 
PELICAN. 

Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Piscatorials, 

Eolherhifhe  New-ro_ad.-On  Aug.  12  Mi-.  J.  H.  Davies  saved  us 
from  R blank  by  weiglnng-m  roach  from  Ambcrley.  Aug.  1!)  we 
fish  at  Pulborough  tor  two  half  guinea  prizes,  and  the  cup,  <te. 

Mr-  Krmth,  on  Monday,  weighed-in  31b.  2Joz.  bream  and  roach 
and  Mr.  Fawcett  bream,  21b.  Gi0z.,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  roach.  Our 
visit  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  20,  promises  to  be  a great  success ; we 
have  a long  programme  of  talented  artistes. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South.  London  Ang-ling-  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Camberwell-road. — On  Aug.  12  Mr.  Dartnell  had  01b.  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  Pyle  4Jlb.  bream.  On  Aug.  9 we  fish  for  two  prizes  at 
J SJ  F an<^  °n  Wednesday  next  Rlso  at  Esher  for  two  prizes. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next  visit 
aJ0Ve  wd  rHe  Paid  *°  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  at 
^arn®t  Wolseley,  Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe  New-road, 
on  Monday,  the  20tli.  Several  prominent  gentlemen  in  the  anglin°* 
world  have  promised  to  take  the  chair  during  the  evening,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Shepherd  and  Mr.  Streeton,  and  they  have  arranged  a 
Conjj  P1,0orammei  an(i  1 trust  they  will  receive  a bumper. — -Alf. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Bhodeswell-road, 
fetepney.— -ihe  following  members  weighed-in  on  Aug.  11  : Mr. 
Mornsh,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Jewson,  jun.,  roach;  Mr.  Wood- 
ord,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Gerrard,  roach;  Mr.  Ruston,  bream; 

Mr.  Jolly,  roach;  Mr.  Ehren,  roach;  Mr.  West, bream  and  roach; 

Mr.  Bramley,  jack.  Members  please  do  not  forget  the  match  at 
5a^ham  on  Aug.  19,  go  down  by  breaks  at  12  o’clock.— G. 


prizes  on  Aug.  19  at  Amborloy  (roving).  All  to  go  by  the  first 
tram  on  the  morning,  and  to  meet  at  the  Houghton  Bridge  Inn  at 
5.30  in  the  evening.  Jack  and  gudgeon  barred.  Cash  prizes 
Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King’s  Arms, 
Waltham  Abbey.— Mr.  W.  Edwards  had  21b.  loz.  roach  on 
Aug.  11.,  and  one  small  bream  of  lOoz.  Mr.  C.  Saville  had  some 
good  loach  Irom  lOoz.  to  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Lapwood.  ono  of 
lib.  3oz.  Messrs.  F.  Chapman,  R.  Simmons,  E.  Dazwell,  and 
C.  Williams  had  smaller  takes,  and  A.  Shambrooke  a 
sptendid  show  of  dace.  Mr.  Reed  had  (fib.  of  chub,  and 
Mr.  1.  Sowerbutts  and  his  wife  had  no  less  than  twenty-seven 

perch,  all  over  the  legal  size,  from  the  King's  Arms  water A G 

Beach.  * 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Aug.  12,  but  only  Messrs.  Stevens,  Hoad 
and  Harvey  weighed-in ; the  takes  were  small.  An  outin^  is 
arranged  on  Sept.  9 to  Dagenham.  A brake  will  start  from°the 
clubhouse  early  on  the  9th  prox. ; members  or  friends  intending 
going  should  please  send  in  their  names  to  the  secretary.  Return 
fare  Is.  6d.  We  now  muster  over  40  active  members.  Any 
gentlemen  desirous  of  becoming  a member  should  kindly  com- 
municate with  the  secretary. — J.  S. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth, 

Jr* *"•  On  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  22,  we  fish  an  open  competition 
tor  two  prizes.  First,  tea  service,  presented  by  Mr.  Walter 
lurpm,  value  £1  Is.;  second,  pair  of  vases,  presented  by  Mr 
Piolaine.  The  lapsed  prizes  of  Aug.  12  will  be  added  on  the 
grand  outing  on  Sept.  2.— C.  Hibble. 

Wenlock  Angling-  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms,  Arlin^- 
ton-street,  New  North-road.— On  the  12th  inst.  the  following 
members  had  fish  : Mr-  Maples,  roach  ; Mr.  Eiehards,  roach  and 
jack;  Mr.  Burton,  roach  and  perch.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend,  as  we  have  some  importrnt  business  on. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  I he  Grove,  Stratford.— Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  weighed-in  fish:  Mr.  W.  Whitehead,  three  bream,  weigh- 
ing llIb-  (°Q®  51b.  4oz.) ; Mr.  O.  Lloyd,  271b.  bream;  Mr.  F.  Homer 
41b.  8§oz.  bream  and  roach;  and  Mr.  H.  Cuddon,  roach  — e’ 
Lowther.  ’ 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle,  Ham- 
mersmith.—We  have  recently  elected  four  new  members.  A 
match  is  arranged  to  take  place  on  Aug.  2G,  at  Bourne  End. 
Members  to  start  from  Westbourne  Park  station  by  first  train. 
Several  of  our  members  have  weighed-in  lately  : Mr.'Elsnore  had 
12Jlb  on  the  8th  inst. ; Mr.  Geo.  Wade  had  181b.  barbel  on  the 
14th  mst.— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green  Man, 
-tugh-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  weighed-in  this  week 
as  lollows:  Messrs.  F.  Cresswell  chub;  J.  Hicks,  roach  and 
bream;  G.  Grim  wood,  roach  and  bream;  J.  Court,  bream;  H. 
Jordan,  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  The  takes  were  not  quite  up  to 
the  usual  standard.  Will  all  members  kindly  take  notice  of  the 
date  of  club  contest,  Aug.  2(5.  at  Wateringbury.— P Smith 

°}de  Tllree  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde  Three  Colts, 
Old  h ! ord-road,  Bow,  E.— Our  first  smoking  concert  took  place  at 
me  above  house  last  Monday,  several  clubs  being  represented. 
During  the  evening  the  following  artists  appeared:  Messrs 
Beverley,  Morley,  Tinger,  Reid,  Emmeret,  T.  Parker,  Hatfield 
Perry,  Toye,  A.  Barclay,  W.  Lowry,  Seigenberg,  Gardner.  Mr.’ 
Dill  occupied  the  chair.  We  compete  for  prizes  on  Aug.  19,  at 
Malden  East,  Essex.  Members  can  start  by  any  train  on  Satur- 
day after  4 p.m. — C.  Toye. 


LAST  WORDS  OF  MASTER  PIKE  (1|lb.j. 

I’m  but  a little  nipper  of  a pike, 

And  Jack  they  call  me  'coa  it  is  my  name, 

At  flghtin’  I am  just  a little  tyke, 

I 11  warrant  every  inch  of  me  I’m  game  ; 

But  now  I fear  my  fightin’  days  are  o’er, 

I guess  I’ll  chase  the  fishes  never  more. 

One  day  I saw  a pretty  dickey  dace, 

Says  I,  a dainty  morsel  you  will  make — 

An  angler  had  me  on  the  bank  apace  ! 

But  in  my  death  no  pleasure  did  he  take  ; 

He  didn’t  seem  to  wish  to  give  me  pain, 

And  gently  placed  me  in  the  stream  again. 

Well,  pretty  scared,  yon  bet,  I swam  away, 

( And  wished  all  men  were  sportsmen  such  as  he  ; 
I’ve  learnt  a lesson,  though,  thinks  I,  to-day— 

That  dickey  daces  ain’t  no  good  for  me. 

But,  there,  when  hunger  calls  you  never  wait 
To  think  if  it’s  a live  ’un  or  a bait. 

This  morn  agin  I felt  the  cruel  steel, 

A pray  to  greed  I quickly  reached  the  shore, 

And  now  I’m  kicking  in  a wicker  creel, 

And  gaspin’  till  my  little  day  is  o’er. 

Oh,  if  I’m  not  to  be  put  back  again, 

At  least  dispatch  me  quick  and  end  my  pain  1 

__ C.  G.  D. 


Jingling  JfLetures. 

August  18.  

Lychnobite  : Outing  to  Chelmsford. 

Ang.  18  and  19. — Serapis  : Launch  outing. 

August  19. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Brake  outing  to  King’s  Langley. 
Amicable  Excelsiors  : Return  match  at  Woking. 
Anchor  and  Hope  ; Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 
Battersea  Friendly : Return  match  at  Woking. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Brunswick  Brothers  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

Clapham  Junction  ; Match  at  Esher. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Outing  to  Cheshunt. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Good  Intent : Annual  dinner. 

Highbury  : Outing  to  Chelmsford. 

Original  Alexandra  : Match  at  Amwell. 

South  Bermondsey  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

South  London  : Match  at  Esher. 

Stepney  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

Sundial : Outing  to  Esher. 

United  Brothers  : Match  on  the  Medway. 

Waggoners  : Roving  match  at  Amberley. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts : Match  at  East  Maldon. 

August  20. 

Anglers’  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Great  Yarmouth  : Trial  match  at  Ormesby. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Visit. 

South  Bermondsey  : Visit. 

August  21. 

Gresham:  Short  Papers— “ Holiday  Experiences.” 

Aug.  22. 

Greenwich  : Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

South  London  : Match  at  Esher. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Prize  outing. 

August  24. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society : Committee  meeting. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


26.— Amicable  Excelsiors  : M itch  at  Walton. 

26.— Bermondsey  Brothers  : Monthly  prize  outing. 
26.— Crown  and  Buckland  : Brake  outing. 

26. — Dalston  : Pegged-down  match. 

26. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Amberley. 

26*  Junior  Piscatorial  Society : Competition, 

26. — Lincoln  : Match  at  Bourne  Eud. 

26. — Mildmay  : Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 

26. — St.  John’s:  Annual  dinner  at  Shefford. 

26. — Park  : Match  in  Forty  Guinea  Water. 

26. — Prince  Arthur  : Match  at  Windsor. 

26. — West  London  : Match  at  Bou-ne  End. 

26.  — Woolwich  Brothers : Match  at  Wateringbury. 

27.  — City  of  London  and  Risi . g San  : Visit. 

27. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Visit. 

27. — Lincoln  : Complimentary  visit  to  the  Mitre. 

27. — Mitre  Brothers  : Visit. 

29.  Izaak  Walton  : Prize  competition. 

2.— Blackfriars  : Outing  to  Pulborough. 

2. — Golden  Barbel : Outing. 

2. — Walthamstow  Brothers : Match  at  Dagenham . 
2. — Walworth  Waltonians  : Outing. 

6. — Rose  and  Crown  : Visit. 

H. — Gresham  : Casting  tournament 


Sundial  Angling  Society,  Boyal  Oak,  Glenthorne  road, 
Hammersmith.  Messrs.  F.  C.  Gerrard  and  Smith  weighed-in 
°'  bream  and  gudgeon  on  the  12th.  On  the  19th  we  have 
match  at  Esher  for  club  prizes ; start  first  or  subsequent  trains  on 
the  morning. — H.  Reaves. 

?rue  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Caledonian-road. 
-Our  treasurer  (Mr.  George)  and  myself  had  a couple  of  day’s 
°?  t,^le  ^7°,n  ln  Wiltshire  last  week.  The  fish  were  not 
im  'll?  a but,  Rmougst  a few  roach  wS  had  seven  over 

lib.,  the  largest  lib,  10|oz.— Thos.  F.  Ward.  ' 

T„Y^tePdr  =r°thers  Angling  Society,  Druids  Hoad 
/W  Tl  Br?ad'™y-U$everal  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
K with  the  following  result:  Mr.  H.  Fennell,  roach;  J. 
roS  wJ  °aWey’ ,Chub;  W.  Tyler,  roach;  and  J.  Payne, 
roach.  We  fish  a peg-down  match  in  the  Medway  on  Aug.  19 
rorscveral  money  prizes  and  given  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

Vo,  Angling*  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 

• Cr®ss-  — Slnc®  my  Iast  report  the  following  have 
On  0n  u1 0J ,Hb’  Mr-  Battsi  dace  (largest  fish  91oz.). 

th°  l?1  nWe  bad  aom®  flne  shows.  Mr.  Bireh,  roach  and 
bream;  Mr  Betts,  roach  and  bream  (largest  roach  lib.  lOoz., 
iio.  lOoz.,  lib.  (►  Joz. ).  We  had  a good  meeting  on  the  14th,  Mr 
uowson  in  the  chair.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  for 


■ •^RE1®ARf:ABLB  Skate. — A full-size  skate  was  landed 
m Peterhead  recently  bearing  on  its  back  the  following 
marks— M.  9 E.  The  marks  looked  as  though  they  had 
been  scratched  out  by  a hook. 

Some  rise  with  the  lark ; others  get  up  when  the  steam 
whistle  blows.  .Real  comfort  is  found  in  lyin'*  in  bed 
until  one  feels  like  getting  up. 

“What  makes  you  get  up  so  late,  sir?”  said  a 
father  to  his  son,  who  made  his  appearance  at  the  break- 
tast  table  about  ten  o’clock.  “Late!  Why  father  I 
was  up  with  the  lark.”  “ Well,  then,  sir,  for  the  future 
don  t remain  up  so  long  with  the  lark,  but  come  down 
a little  earlier  to  breakfast.” 

“ Now,  see  here,  my  son,  if  I ketch  you  stealin’ 
apples  from  me  again.  I’ll  give  yon  a wollopin’.  Hain’t 
you  got  no  sense,  robbin’  your  own  father  ? If  you 
needs  apples,  ain  t there  plenty  o’  neighbours  round  you 
can  hook  from  ?” 


Safe  as  the  Bank  of  England.” — The  phrase  is  familiar 
enough,  and  in  spite  of  recent  criticisms  of  our  great  national 
institution,  most  of  us  would  be  perfectly  content  if  all  our  private 
ventures  were  “as  safe  as  the  Bauk of  England.”  Well  then  you 
must  look  after  your  financial  soundness  as  well  as  you  can  •’  and 
if  you  are  not  quite  sound  in  health,  take  my  advice.  For  all 
complaints  of  throat,  chest,  liver,  and  stomach  ; for  coughs  colds 
Influenza,  bronchitis,  and  the  like,  you  will  find  in  Holloway’s 
Pills  and  Ointment  a cure  “ safe  as  the  Bank  of  England.”  They 
are  a sound  investment,  as  proved  by  a trial  extending  to  nearly 
sixty  years.  J 


goflings  bp  the  pap. 

On  Monday  next  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials 
take  their  first  visit  at  the  “Sir  Girnet  Wolseley  ” 
Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe  New-road.  Trains 
omnibuses,  and  trains  will  convey  visitors  almost  to’ 
the  doors  of  this  young  but  enterprising  club  It  will 
not  be  the  fault  of  the  secretary  (Mr.  A.  O S uith)  if  the 
function  turns  out  a failure,  for  I a u reminded  by 
circular  that  All  road3  lead  to  South  iJ^rmonddcy 
****=**# 

The  members  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society 
will  dine  together  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  Hoddesdon. 
This  will  be  their  twenty-third  dinner,  but  the  first  time 
that  it  has  not  been  held  on  a week  d-y.  Secretary 
Murphy  hopes  to  see  a very  large  contingent  on  this 
occasion.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president  of  the 
Anglers’  Association,  will  take  the  chair. 

***##*# 

Obmsby  Broad  is  maintaining  its  reputation  as  a 
sport-giving  water.  Mr.  Burton,  of  Leicester,  has  had 
his  usual  fortnight’s  outing  to  this  f ..vourite  resort  and 
in  spite  of  the  adverse  weather,  took  2331b.  of  bream  and 
roach.  The  two  best  days  accounted  for  671b.  Not  bad 
for  one  rod  ! 

* * * * # # * 

The  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  have  just  issued 
their  prize  list  for  the  season.  There  are  prizes  to  the 
value  of  nearly  «£40  for  trout,  pike,  barbel,  bream  chub 
perch,  tench,  roach,  rudd,  and  dace,  the  standard  for 
which  is  commendably  high.  The  Club  Cup  is  a Yarded 
for  the  heaviest  roach  taken  in  the  competition  to  be 
held  at  Kingston  on  Thursday,  Sept.  13,  and  the  second 
and  third  prizes  for  the  second  and  third  heaviest 
respectively. 

* * * * * # * 

Writing  from  Bournemouth,  “ H.  N.”  relates  the 
following  experience  : “ On  Thursday,  the  9th,  au  angler 
had  a very  singular  experience  with  a squid  whilst  fishing 
for  whiting  pout.  He  had  hooked  a small  fish  and  was 
hauling  ft  up  when  it  was  seized  by  an  app  arently  large 
mu’  cwrh  held  on  for  several  seconds  and  then  let  go. 
Ihe  fisherman,  curious  to  see  wbat  the  would-be  robber 
of  his  capture  was,  let  the  line  do  wn  again,  when  it  was 
again  immediately  seized;  he  then  drew  it  np  again, 
and  was  just  able  to  discern  that  it  was  a large  squid 
which,  however,  again  let  go  its  hold.  The  fisherman 
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again  let  down  his  line,  with  tho  roBult  that  it  wan  again 
noi/.od  ; thin  timo,  however,  ho  Hueeeodod  in  bringing  it 
within  galling  distanco,  but  immediately  on  striking  it 
it  oamo  to  tho  surface  and  in  the  most  vohoment  manner 
ejected  a perfect  showor  of  tho  inky  H aid  which  it 
BOoreteH  all  over  tho  angler  and  tho  accompanying  boat- 
man, in  fact,  tho  boat,  l'tft.  long,  wan  Hinothored  in  a 
manner  which  wax  perfectly  astonishing.  Tho  angler, 
who  is  ono  of  over  thirty  years’ experience  in  Hea  fishing, 
says  ho  never  heard  of  a similar  circumstance  and  docs 
not  caro  for  a ropotition.” 

******* 

That  angling  is  conducive  to  longevity  is  often 
demonstrated  on  tbo  banks  of  tho  River  Derwent  from 
Workington  to  tho  lakes.  Tho  other  day  Mr.  Lancelot 
Pearson,  who  has  fished  tho  river  for  upwards  of  sixty 
years,  killed  a salmon  weighing  fifteen  pounds,  with  the 
river  in  flood.  Tho  grand  old  angler  is  in  his  7(Jth  yoar, 
and  his  love  of  tho  sport  is  as  keen  as  that  of  any  tyro 
who  haunts  the  salmon-dubs. 

******* 

I hear  that  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  the  evergreen  secretary  of 
tho  Gresham  Angling  Society,  was  on  his  feet  fifteen 
hours  last  Wednesday.  Nothing  but  broad  and  choose 
and  beor  and  ozone.  Ho  caught  his  first  trout  fifty-five 
years  ago.  How  is  that  for  an  old  ’un? 

* # * * * * _ * 

A l’REK  angling  competition  for  nine  prizes  on  Aug. 
2C,  is  open  to  all  anglers  holding  privilege  tickets  from 
fho  Anglers’  Association;  to  be  fished  in  Langley  and 
Tank  pounds  only  ; jack  barred  ; one  rod  only  ; all 
to  arrive  by  the  first  train  on  the  moning  ; to  give  their 
names  in  at  the  “North  Star,”  and  start  together  by 
signal. 

B ******* 

From  the  Marston  Stone  Quarry,  Bedwortb,  Mr. 
Jabez  Wagstaff,  recently  hooked  and  landed  a small 
pike  perfectly  blind.  It  had  been  seen  for  some  time, 
bnt  all  attempts  to  capture  it  had  been  unsuccessful 
till  this  occasion,  when  Wagstaff  was  able  to  trail  a 
bait  close  to  the  pike,  which  struck  it  and  was  hooked. 

It  was  about  a foot  long,  but  was  not  very  fat.  Only 
afoot  loDg  and  blind!  All  previous  attempts  to  “get 
the  blind  side  ” of  it  unsuccessful  ! Perhaps  it  was  out 
of  pity  that  it  was  “ snatched”  from  a watery  grave. 
Or  it  may  have  been  for  scientific  purposes— (1)  to 
discover  the  cause  of  blindness  ; and  (2)  to  ascertain 
whether  the  poor  little  water-fox  was  gifted  with  the 
usual  amount  of  cunning  ascribed  to  its  species,  and 
laid  like  the  proverbial  log  of  wood,  open-mouthed 
on  the  off  chance  of  receiving  a friendly  visit  from  some 
of  its  sympathetic  but  unsuspecting  friends  ! 

******* 

“An  American  paper  says  that  a person  at  Enfield, 
crossing  a pond,  being  thirsty  and  perceiving  a hole  cut, 
he  stooped  down  to  drink  ; being  possessed  of  a long 
red  nose,  a fish,  supposing  he  had  some  bait,  made  a 
bold  snap  at  it,  when  the  man  threw  back  his  head  and 
drew  out  a trout  weighing  31b.  4oz.  ! ” What  makes 
me  think  (says  the  correspondent  who  sent  me  the 
cutting)  this  is  not  the  narrative  of  a genuine  angler,  is 
the  weight  ascribed  to  the  fish.  An  angler  of  experience 
would  have  improved  on  that.  [O  thou  of  little  faith — - 
who  knows  ?] 

******  * 

From  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Sea  Fisheries,  it  appears  that  the  total  yield  of  the 
harvest  of  the  sea  last  year  was  329,000  tons  of  fish,  the 
landing  value  of  which  amounted  to  <£4, 827, 300.  The 
greater  part  of  this  report  is  occupied  by  the  returns  of 
local  officers  at  the  various  stations  round  the  coasts, 
describing  the  methods  of  fishing  and  the  local  results. 
At  Dover  the  methods  of  taking  fish  were  deep  sea 
trawling,  drift  nets,  lines,  and  seines.  The  fish  reported 
to  be  taken  were  brill,  cod,  herrings,  mackerel,  plaice, 
soles,  sprats,  turbot,  and  whiting. 

* ****** 

An  exhibition  of  photography  will  be  held  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  in  September  next.  Competitions  in 
various  branches  of  photography  are  now  open,  and 
valuable  prizes  and  medals,  gold  and  silver,  will  be 
awarded.  An  appeal  is  also  made  for  curiosities  in  the 
shape  of  old  optical  instruments,  early  specimens  of 
photography,  &e. 

******* 

The  inaugural  club  practice-meet  of  the  San  Francisco 
Fly-Casting  Club  was  held  on  Saturday,  July  14,  at  Stow 
Lake.  The  members  were  not  present  in  numbers, 
many  of  them  being  absent  pursuing  their  favourite 
sport  at  various  streams  and  lakes  “ where  the  trout 
hide,”  and  as  a consequence  the  number  of  those  partici- 
pating in  the  event  at  Stow  Lake  was  not  large.  But 
they  made  up  in  enthusiasm  what  they  lacked  in 
numbers,  and  the  universal  verdict  was  that  the 
absentees  had  been  the  losers. 

******* 

It  has  been  a grand  day  for  French  anglers,  says  the 
Daily  Telegraph  of  Aug.  14,  breezy,  fresh,  not  too 
bright,  and  yet  not  too  cold.  There  is  a Btory  going: 
about  that  for  some  secret  reason  tho  Prefecture  of 
Police  is  dressing  up  some  of  its  men  in  the  garb  of 
tbefe  patient  fishermen  who  ply  rod  and  line  all  the 
live-long  day  from  one  end  of  Paris  to  tho  other. 
Perhaps  the  tale  was  invented  to  furnish  a colourable 
reason  for  the  extraordinary  assiduity  which  these 
devotees  of  Izaak  Walton’s  gentle  art  display  in  tho 
pursuit  of  a pastime  which,  as  far  as  ono  can  see, 
does  not  even  afford  them  tho  rare  excitement  of 
bite.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  there  are  fish  in  the 
river.  At  all  events,  there  is  a tolerable  consump- 
tion of  Jrtlure  de  Seine  at  such  riversido  resorts  as  the 
Point-du-Jour,  fet.  Cloud,  and  particularly  at  Surcsnes, 
which  lies  on  the  westward  boundary  of  tho  Bois  de 


Boulogne  ; but  it  would  be  indiscreet  to  say  whore  they 
uro  caught.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  you  do  occasionally 
see  professional  fishermen  notting  the  stream,  even  in 
the  heart  of  tho  city,  may  bo  taken  as  evidence  that  the 
persistont  piscatorial  folk  find  reward  for  their  pains. 
Consternation,  however,  has  spread  along  the  quays  and 
tho  barges  which  are  invaded  by  the  angling  fraternity. 

It  appears  that  the  infant  barbel  and  the  baby  bream  are 
dying  by  hundreds  of  some  mysterious  disease,  and  are 
encumbering  the  banks  of  the  Seine  and  tho  Marne. 

M.  Jousset,  the  City  Professor  of  Pisciculture,  has  given 
his  opinion  that  the  excessive  mortality  of  fish  is  not  duo 
to  an  epidemic  at  all,  but  to  the  groat  heat  of  a low 
weeks  ago  and  tho  frequent  storms. 

* * * * * * * 

“ Pkrlycross  : a Tale  of  tho  Western  Hills,”  is  tho 
titlo  of  the  new  novel  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Blackmore,  just 
issued  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Com- 
pany, and  is  written  in  the  author’s  vigorous  and  select 
stylo— full  of  enchanting  interest  from  beginning  to 
end.  The  reader  is  amused  with  the  very  quaint  sayings 
of  some  of  the  people  met  with  in  “ Perlycross,’  a 
delightful  spot  among  the  Devon  hills,  full  of  romantic 
beauty,  and  he  longs  to  know  who  stole  the  body  of  Sir 
Thomas  Waldron,  but  is  content  to  wait  Mr.  Black- 
more’s  good  pleasure,  being  charmed  meanwhile  by  the 
various  characters  and  incidents  in  this  really  readable 
book. 

******* 

We  all  have  our  friends  (?).  The  301st  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Izaak  Walton  has  caused  the  old  indict- 
ment by  an  old  writer  to  be  “ trotted  out.”  “Angler 
— a fish  butcher  — a piscatorial  assassin — a J ack 
Ketch — catcher  of  jack,  an  impaler  of  live  worms, 
frogs,  and  flies,  a torturer  of  trout,  killer  of  carp, 
and  a great  gudgeon  who  sacrifices  the  best  part 
of  his  life  in  taking  away  the  life  of  a little  gudgeon. 
Everything  appertaining  to  the  angler’s  art  is 
cowardly,  cruel,  treacherous,  and  cat-like.  He  is  a 
professional  dealer  in  treasons,  stratagems,  and  plots, 
more  subtle  and  sneaking  than  a poacher,  and 
more  exclusively  devoted  to  snares,  traps,  and 
subterfuges  ; he  is  at  the  same  time  infinitely  more 
remorseless,  finding  amusement  and  delight  in  pro- 
longing, to  the  last  gasp,  the  agonies  of  the  impaled 
bait,  and  of  the  wretched  fish  writhing  with  a barb  in 
its  entrails.  The  high  priest  of  the  anglers  is  that 
demure  destroyer,  old  Izaak  Walton,  who  may  be 
literally  termed  the  Hooker  of  the  piscatory  polity,  and 
because  he  could  write  a line  as  well  as  throw  one,  they 
would  persuade  themselves  that  he  has  shed  a sort  of 
classic  dignity  on  this  art,  and  ever  associated  it  with 
piety  and  poetry — wbat  profanation.” 

*****  * * 

This  is  how  Mr.  John  McFadyen  invites  visitors  to 
the  Cuilfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  by  Lochgilphead  ; 

When  tired  an  forfouchen, 

When  houstin  and  e ughin, 

When  ill  wi’  the  bile, 

Or  the  wee  deevils  blue, 

Tak’  yer  rods  and  yer  reels, 

Throw  the  doe:or  his  peels, 

An’  come  doon  to  Cuilfail, 

Wi’yer  freins  leal  and  true. 

From  “information  received,”  every  accommodation 
and  good  sport  may  be  had  by  those  who  may  care  to 
patronize  friend  McFadyen. 

******* 

“Away,”  says  Gourmet,  “with  the  delusion  that 
oysters  are  only  good  during  months  with  an  R in  them 
1 When  iysters  air  good  they  is  good,  and  when  they 
ain’t  they  isn’t,’  that’s  all,”  G.  gets  his  at  an  oyster 
house,  eats  them  always  raw,  and  has  them  opened  one 
by  one  before  his  eyes'out  of  a pile  fresh  from  the  sea, 
with  a glittering  cake  of  ice  on  it.  “ They  are  just  as 
good  at  this  8th  day  of  June  as  they  were  January  1,” 
says  he  ; “ and  the  little  live  soft-shell  crab  parasites  are 
kicking  up  their  heels  in  the  shells  as  lively  as  ever. 
******* 

There  is  a time  for  everything — the  big  gooseberry, 
the  little  fish  you  lost,  the  gigantic  __  mushroom,  the 
tortured  and  tortuous  sea  serpent,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  the  holiday  angler,  Far  be  it  from  me  to  call  t he 
holiday  angler  a “thing.”  But  really  the  exploits 
which  have  been  sent  me  by  “ all  sorts  and  conditions 
of  men  ” during  the  last  week— and  even  up  to  the  time 
of  going  to  press — are  not  only  interesting,  but 
positively  amusing.  I thank  my  brother  anglers  most 
heartily  for  keeping  me  au  courant,  and  regret  exceed 
ingly  that  space  will  not  admit  of  reproducing  in  full 
their  wonderful  doings.  Some  day  they  shall  certainly 
appear  in  a separate  volume,  although  many  of  them 
are  too  “unromantic”  for  anglers. 

******* 

The  majority  of  the  little  inventions,  or,  rather 
experiences  (which  I have  received  with  delight,  and 
always  welcome)  have  wound  up  with  the  words  “ and 
how  did  you  spend  your  holiday  ? ” I really  have  had 
no  time  to  answer  a tithe  of  my  good  friends,  but  one 
who  went  so  far  as  to  say  ho  wished  I had  been  with 
him,  I did  answer,  saying  that,  considering  the  weather 
and  the  water,  and  the  wind,  and  the  short  timo  to  get 
any  further  than  Norway  or  Denmark,  I had  done 
“ fairly  well.”  But  that  was  not  sufficient.  The  last 
post  on  Thursday  night  brought  the  following:  “Do 
pleaBe,  tell  me  some  of  your  experiences  ; I have  given 
you  mine.” 

J ******* 

No,  my  trusting  young  piscator,  I cannot  trust 
myself  on  paper.  You  must  come  to  the  Gresham  on  Tues- 
day next  to  hear  some  “ Holiday  Experionoes,”  if  you 
want  to  got  the  genuine  article. 


Here  is  ono  sent  mo  from  a friend  in  Yorkshire,  and 
if  it  wore  not  true — every  lino  of  it,  it  would  never  have 
been  inserted  in  tho  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post':  “'Ihe 

other  day  Ferguson  came  over  to  see  me  in  my  new 
quarters,  and  as  we  sat  in  my  den  I showed  him  the  list 
1 have  mentioned.  ‘Yes,’  be  remarked  thoughtfully, 
'tarpon  are  big  fish,  but  they  are  not  half  so  big  as 
the  yarns  they  spin  about  ’em.  Wo  wore  once  sitting 
round  tho  idovo  of  tho  store  in  a little  village  at  tho 
foot  of  the  Alleghanies.  Besides  myself  there  wore  the 
groceryman,  a dry  goods  drummer  from  down  east,  and 
a stranger  from  California.  Wo  were  talking  of  fish  and 
fishing  experiences. 

**••••* 

“ ‘Yes,’  began  the  down-oaster,  ‘I  reckon  when  I 
was  down  to  home  in  Florida  last  Bpring  I landed  the 
all-firedest,  whopping  tarpon  that  has  ever  been  brought 
to  the  gaff,  and  don’t  you  forget  it.  I played  it  for  six- 
teen hours  on  end,  and  then  hitched  the  line  up  to  a 
tree.  I played  it  again  next  day,  and  killed  it  on  the 
third.  Of  course,  it  was  impossible  to  weigh  it,  and  I 
shouldn’t  keer  to  guesH  at  the  size,  but  the  old  folks 
have  a farm  way  down  there,  and,  by  gosh  ! if  we  didn’t 
tile  the  roofs  of  both  the  barn  and  the  homestead  with 
the  scales  off  it,  and  there  was  enough  left  over  to  pave 
the  side  walk  down  to  the  hotel ! Guess  you  don’t  have 
tarpon  like  that  your  side  the  Rockies,  stranger  ? ’ 
*****  * * 

“ ‘ Wai,  no,  we  ain’t,’  he  replied, 1 but  I calkerlate  we 
hev  jew-fish  ez  kin  hustle  round  purty  limber,  an’  air 
ratty  ole  buzzards  to  wrastle  with  at  the  end  ov  a fish 
line.  I kin  recollect  seein’  a young  galoot  from  Los 
Angeles  fishin’  fur  jew-fish  near  Point  Concession.  He 
war  purty  hefty  at  the  business,  and  you  cud  see  from  his 
gineral  gait  that  he  warn’t  no  slouch.  In  went  the  bait 
ker-slap,  an’  afore  you  cud  toot  yer  horn  a big  jew-fish 
ez  was  prospecting’  round  waltzed  in  instanter  an’  the 
circus  began.  The  fish  pulled  like  a Arizona  mule  an  the 
boy  humped  himself  together,  froze  to  the  line  wrapped 
it  round  his  arms — and  tugged  fur  all  he  wuz  worth. 
The  fish  war  too  powerful  fur  him.  It  warn’t  no  funeral 
o’  mine,  but  it  kinder  gravelled  me  to  see  the  beast 
gettin’  the  drop  on  the  boy,  so  to  speak,  so  I jest  threw 
off  my  coat  an’  caught  him  by  the  legs  and  held  on^  bald- 
headed.  Durn  my  hide  ef  the  pesky  fish  wouldn’t  ha’ 
pulled  me  in  too  ef  another  feller  hadn’t  hustled  his 
stumps  purty  nifty  and  grabbed  me  round  the  waist. 

We  all  pulled  like  tarnation  an’  blue  blazes  till ’ 

‘ Till  the  line  snapped  in  two,  eh  ? ’ put  in  the  down- 
easter. 

******* 

“‘No,  but  the  boy  did,’  continued  the  Californian 
serenely,  ‘ an’  we  never  seen  that  fish  no  more.  It  was 
a great  pity,  fur  he  would  hev  dumped  down  the  scale 
at  17861b.  13oz.,  an’  I calkerlate  you  don’t  ketch  a fish 
that  weight  every  day  your  side  the  Rockies  ! ’ ‘ Look 

here,  I put  in,  in  wonderment,  ‘ how  on  earth  do  you 
arrive  at  such  a precise  estimate  of  the  fish’s 
weight,  my  friend  ‘ Wal,  you  air  a innercent ! ’ he 
laughed  contemptuously.  ‘ We  jest  tested  the  half  of 
the  boy  we  hed  left  an’  found  theet  was  his  breakin’ 
strain  ! ’ For  a few  minutes  after  that  a silence  that 
you  could  have  cut  with  a knife  and  weighed  up  in  101b. 
chunks  filled  the  store.  Then  a heavenly  smile  broke 
out  on  the  groceryman’s  face,  and  he  softly  chortled, 

‘ Say,  stranger,  I reckon  ef  the  boy  had  been  ez  tough  as 
your  yarnyew’d  hev  landed  that  fish  purty  slick  ! 
******* 

You  may  also  have  this  short  post-card  one  to  go  on 
with  : “ I was  determined  to  try  some  fresh  place  this 
Bank  Holiday  (I  only  had  two  days— Sunday  and 
Monday) ; so,  not  to  waste  time,  I started  for  a little 
river  not  more  than  thirteen  miles  from  London.  I used 
what  they  call  a ‘ general  ’ rod— one  that  will  catch  any- 
thing. It  was  very  strong,  but  I had  only  two  hooks, 
and,  alas ! had  come  away  without  my  baits.  But,  no 
matter,  I meant  doing  something,  and  I did  it  (?) 
The  stream  or  river  was  close  to  a pond  or  lake,  so  that 
when  I got  tired  of  one  I tried  the  other.  There  is 
nothing  like  a change  for  real  enjoyment.  I weighed-in 
on  Monday  night,  and  some  of  the  members  could 
scarcely  believe  I had  caught  such  lovely  fish  with  a bit 
of  bread.  It  also  seemed  to  puzzle  them  how  it  was 
that  one  hook  sufficed  to  land  them  (several  inex- 
perienced members,  I may  tell  you,  got  smashed  up  a 
great  many  times).  They  were  quite  envious  of  me, 
and  suggested  my  ‘ resigning  ’ and  ‘ trying  some 
other  society,’  &c.  However,  when  you  find,  as 
I did,  the  weather  all  that  could  be  desired, 
the  water  just  right ; the  wind  right ; the  fish  1 mad  on,’ 
and  only  too  pleased  to  see  a real  angler  from  London, 
what  wonder  that  the  two  days’  take,  after  deducting 
the  time  for  travelling  and  sleeping,  and  feasting  at 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  hotels  in  the  world,  consisted 
of  107  dace,  none  over  a pound ; fifty-oight  roach, 
largest  21b. ; one  tarpon ; six  salmon  (fresh  run,  not 
fear  ox)  ; twelve  pike,  which  were  not  weighed,  as  one 
member  said  it  was  too  soon  to  catch  this  sportive  fish  ; 
seven  grayling;  four  perch;  eels  iu  scores;  two  pope; 
one  German  stone  loach  ; two  gold  fish  (supposed  to 
have  been  “ left  in  ” by  some  artful  angler  who  had  been 
fishing  for  pike) ; ono  horse-mussel ; several  varieties  of 
weed — in  fact,  until  the  report  is  published  1 hardly  like 
to  say  what  there  was.  Is  it  not  really  surprising  to  find 
such  a variety  all  living  together  in  one  happy  I annly, 
and  all  that  they  seemed  to  care  for  was  a bit  of 

bread  ? ^ ^ * 

******* 

There  may  be,  thoro  are  a class  of  men  whoso  visages 
do  cream  anil  mantle,  but  it  will  require  tbo  rooital  of 
a four-day  holiday  to  upsot  tho  equilibrium  ot 

Dragnet. 
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Among  the  beet  and  cheapest  Hotels  speolal  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.’’— Charles  Dlokena. 

ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

I TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  KAIL  WAY,  THE  LAW  OOUBTS, 
THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  <fco. 


CLOSE  TO  THE 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FL TFISHER3'  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED.  BREAKFAST.  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  8s. 


See  my  announcement,  page  iil.,  “WHITAKER";  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK”;  page  ii.,  “ A.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,”  &c. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  "oF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
he  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


Now  Ready. 

“THE  YORKSHIRE  ANGLERS’  GUIDE" 

(Second  Edition) 

To  the  whole  of  the  Fishing  on  the  Yorkshire  Rivers. 
By  TOM  BRADLEY, 

Author  of  “ The  Yorkshire  Rivers.” 

With  Large  Map  of  the  Rivers  and  Eailwats. 
Trice  1/6 , Tost  Free  1/8 . 

20,  GREEN’S  COURT,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS. 


Publications  issued  by  tie  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER  FOR  THE  HOME  AND  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE. 

PRICE  6d.,  BY  POST  6Jd. 

NOTICE.-IN  THIS  WEEK’S 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 

(GEORGE  NEWNES,  PROPRIETOR) 

Will  be  found  a Series  of  SPECIAL  SKETCHES  of 

PRINCE  EDWARD  IN  HIS  NURSERY. 

inclines6— L°dge‘  The  descnptive  article>  illustrated  by  Mr.  Arthur  Rackham, 

THE  YOUNG  YORK  ROSE,  THE  QUEEN'S  BASINETTE,  THE  NURSERY  AT  WHITE  LODGE, 

AND 

PRINCE  EDWARD  FROM  LIFE. 

include  ]]AET00NS  and  CARICATURES  in  the  same  number  of  the  BUDGET 

prepare,? b v\Vr  Tfc llmw X SF  r ? 1 ES  i»  <?r' tho  Evo,ution  of  Mr.  Chamberlain— a diagram 

prepared  by  Mr.  E . 0.  Gould  for  Lord  Salisbury’s  Address  to  the  British  Association. 

OperaSeas?nER  AND  MUSIC.— An  Echo,  by  Mr.  Arthur  Rackham,  of  the  recent  “ bluggy ” 

ioIiticalEtutude"o7Lor*Sali?bui^?BOO'r^^'  A Sket°h  by  Mr’  F’  C’  GouId<  8howin«  the 

llluitmned  toomn?ete  Sh^nTStor?S  ‘a th?  Week’s, BGDG1ET  <in  Edition  to  the  News  of  the  Week, 
r a»!a  ' Complete  Shoi  t Story,  and  other  regular  features)  may  be  mentioned  :— 

LONDON  STREET  NAMES,  THE  WHITEBAIT  DINNER,  and  HINTS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 

rrom'thJnon^StTv,HliNT  n0R  TkB  Hou,)Ays  TS:  Remember  to  order  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 
rom  the  neat  eBt  bookseller,  newsagent,  or  bookstall,  or  direct  from  the  publisher. 

The  Dundee  Advertiser -says  : “ The  sketches  are  certainly  very  oTever.” 

Xhc  Wkstwnstbr  G^zetTc  you  must  notTmU^ to  doyB™ow“r‘  Anth°ny  H°P6'8  C'eVer  8k6tCh08  in 

unexpccted^tMs^httle^p^rfoimauce  ranks^^gh^n  o^eph^erol^?teriture5^tfUl  °f  the 

Now  ready.  Price  Is.,  by  post  Is.  2d. 

dolly  dialogues. 

By  ANTHONY  HOPE, 

mtw'tr>t^«  by  23Si  ^ckhtm. 

obtained  from' “any  SXutar^NeJJSS^  the  Railway  Books  “all™  “froZh^P^buthe™^  b6 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINE  OB  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water , J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter " says  : “I  killed  with  King  a 
Bait  39  fish,  which  weighed  22^1b.,  many  over  lib.  each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.;  postage  extra. 

Avoid  all  imitations  of  KING’S  '‘NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other , when  told  it  is  the  same , or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  on  y,  which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years. 

kings  bait  preservative. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commercial -rd.,  E.) 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


HOLROYD  BROS., 


MAKERS  OF 


Reliable  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle, 

59,  CRACECHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILLIAM  GARDEN. 

Fishing=Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

ABERDBEKT. 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  THE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 


Publishino  Offices  : TUDOR  STREET,  WHITEFRIARS,  LONDON,  E.C. 


CHAS.  HUTCHINSON  & CO., 

Manufacturers  of 

FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE, 

Guarantee  all  Kods,  Reels,  Flies,  &c.,  made  by  them  to  he 

THE  BEST  QUALITY  OF  WORKMANSHIP  AND  MATERIAL. 

PRICE  LIST  FOST  yHmw 

(Worth  the  perusal  of  all  interested  in  Angling). 

43,  STRICKLAND  GATE,  A T 

Works:  DUCKETT  MILLS,  I J A I ■ 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS’  SPECIALITIES. 

FREEMAN’S  ANGLERS’  BAIT  (“KINGFISHER”  BRAND). 

For  Roach  and  all  fish  which  take  a paste  bait.  Is  coloured  and  flavoured  perfectly.  Holds  wel 
together.  Tins  6d.  and  Is.  By  post  9 or  15  stamps.  Also  in  Id.  and  id.  packets 
bold  by  most  dealers  in  tackle. 

Ask  for  Freeman’s  “ King-fisher  Brand  Bait,  and  do  not  be  put  off  with  something  else  on 
any  pretext  whatever,  bee  our  name  and  address  is  on  every  tin  or  packet. 

FREEMAN'S  COMPOUND  RHODIAN  OIL. 

A BoUIes  6d^ andUf  B v dos t°fl  nr  l ^ other  Pastes-  , Most  effectiy0  «nl*  «P  with  Ground  Bait 
Bottles  6d.  and  Is.  By  post  9 or  15  stamps.  Also  in  3d.  bottles.  Of  most  flshing-tacklo  dealers. 

ONLY  MANUFACTURED  AT 

FREEMAN'S  PHARMACY,  CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Wholesale  terms  on  applying. 
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(provincial  Dlotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tho  railway  companies  during  tho  late  holidays  have 
recoivcdan  extraordinary  amount  of  patronago  from  our 
members,  an  nearly  every  place  on  the  throe  travelling 
cards  has  been  visited.  At  most  of  the  popular  places 
slooping  aoeomtnodation  has  boon  hard  to  obtain.  A 
large  number  of  anglers  as  usual  visited  Salford  I’riorH, 
llidford,  Evesham,  and  Porshore.  In  fact  all  places  on 
tho  Avon  recoived  extraordinary  patronago.  At  Eoking- 
ton  and  Defford  a bod  could  not  bo  obtained  at  any  price. 

A largo  number  of  anglers  also  wont  to  Bredon.  the 
St.  George’s  Sooiety  hold  thoir  annual  contest  on  Satur- 
day afternoon  last,  at  Amington,  noar  Tamworth,  in 
the  River  Ankor.  Only  about  seven  woighed-in  fish. 
Mr.  E.  Tallis,  1st;  Mr.  Griffiths,  2nd ; Mr.  Uarton, 

3rd  ; and  Mr.  Wainwright,  4th.  Tho  prizoB,  together 
with  a new  challenge  cup,  will  bo  handed  over  upon  the 
occasion  of  tho  annual  dinner.  The  members  of  the 
Deritend  Club  are  just  at  present  in  good  form.  A 
number  of  tho  members  of  this  club  belong  to  other 
clubs,  and  of  late,  in  the  contests  held  by  these  clubs, 
the  members  of  the  Deritend  have  been  walking  off  with 
all  the  best  of  the  prizes  in  the  late  contest  of  the  High- 
gate  Park  Club.  I hear  that  six  of  the  Deritend  members 
are  right  in  front  again.  The  Highgate  Park  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  on  Monday  last  at  Evesham. 
About  eighty  members  took  part  in  the  outing,  and 
some  good  sport  was  obtained.  The  chief  prize  takers 
in  the  contest  were  Mr.  H.  Simmonds,  1st;  Mr.  F. 
Heritage,  2nd  ; Mr.  G.  Foxall,  3rd.  The  prizes  will  be 
distributed  at  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  society. 
The  Spring  Hill  Society  have  a nice  show  of  prizes 
(about  forty)  amounting  in  value  to  .£20. 

FROM  THE  BORDERS. 

There  were  heavy  falls  of  rain  on  Monday  night 
throughout  Northumberland  and  Berwickshire,  and  on 
Tuesday  most  of  the  rivers  in  this  district  were  very 
much  swollen  and  highly  coloured.  By  Tuesday  even- 
ing Whitadder  had  fallen  in  a couple  of  feet  or  so,  and 
many  anglers  tried  with  the  worm  and  minnow,  but 
with  indifferent  success,  as  the  water  began  to  rise 
again  almost  immediately.  A Kelso  angler  is  reported 
to  have  caught  a trout  of  3jlb.  in  the  Tweed  on  Monday. 
Beyond  this  little  incident,  the  week  has  been  an 
uneventful  one.  Rain  is  again  falling  very  heavily. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Sport  on  the  Forty-foot  is  now  getting  at  its  best.  At 
Donington  Bridge — a favourite  resort — the  river  has 
yielded  some  very  heavy  bags.  Messrs.  Dods,  of 
Donington,  while  fishing  from  the  barge  ends  have  been 
the  most  successful,  on  some  days  getting  as  much  as 
181b.  and  201b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Clement  Morgan,  a 
Horbling  angler,  has  also  been  having  tine  sport  in  the 
same  district.  On  Saturday  he  made  a bag  of  151b. 
solely  with  the  aid  of  creed  wheat,  and  on  another 
occasion  121b.  Sheffielders  who  have  got  scent  of  this 
favourite  spot  have  been  on  the  alert,  but  they  have  not 
done  so  well  as  local  fishermen,  because  they  have  not 
the  same  facilities  for  baiting  their  grounds.  Never- 
theless, both  here  and  at  the  Boston  end  of  the  river 
they  have  done  remarkably  well.  On  the  Witham  some 
fine  bream  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  King 
and  Fison — visitors — in  the  Tattershall  and  Langrick 
districts,  and  Mr.  Green  has  had  fine  sport  nearer 
Bardney.  Encouraging  reports  are  also  to  hand  from 
the  Welland.  Mr.  S.  B.  Sharpe,  of  Market  Deeping, 
recently  took  nine  pike  and  a perch  of  l|lb.  The  pike 
ran  rather  small,  but  gave  excellent  sport.  From  the 
waters  of  the  Glen  some  very  good  fishing  has  been  had 
by  Mr.  Andrews  and  others.  The  high  winds  this  week 
have  greatly  hampered  the  efforts  of  sportsmen. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  some- 
what unfavourable  for  angling,  some  fair  baskets  of 
roach  have  been  shown  from  the  River  Hull.  Mr.  J. 
Fisher  bad  two  good  takes  of  nineteen  and  twenty  fish 
respectively ; another  angler  twelve  (some  Ecaling 
12oz.  each),  and  Mr.  W.  Gamble  eleven  (some  ecaling 
near  lib.  each).  Three  chub  have  also  been  taken 
in  the  upper  stretcheB  (31b.  lloz.,  21b.  9oz.,  and 
21b.  5oz.).  The  River  Hull  A.  S.  fished  their 
third  match  of  the  season  near  Brigham,  on  the  River 
Hull  ; the  takes  were  only  small,  Mr.  R.  Harrison 
securing  the  first  prize  with  21b.  7^oz.  The  Hull  Albion 
A.  S.  held  their  third  match  of  the  season,  on  the  lake  at 
Warter  Priory  ; the  first  three  prizes  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  J.  Mackay,  J.  Lawson,  and  J.  Clark.  The 
Excelsior  A.  A.  fished  their  third  match  at  Brigg,  on  the 
River  Ancholme,  the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
Daddy  ; and  the  Albert  A.  S.  fished  their  third  match  on 
the  River  Ludd,  near  Thoresby  Bridge,  Mr.  T.  Smith 
took  the  first  prize  with  01b.  9|oz.  of  fish.  An  open 
angling  match  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  at 
Hibaldstowe,  on  tho  River  Ancholme,  on  Aug.  27,  for 
£5,  divided  into  five  prizes,  entrance  Is.,  the  draw  will 
take  place  at  the  Wheatsheaf  Hotel.  The  Victoria  A.  S. 
hold  their  third  match  at  Newport  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  on  Sept.  1. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  cannot  bo  said  to  have  been  good  for  some 
weeks  past,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  an  improve- 
ment in  tho  reports  from  nearly  all  quarters  of  the 
district.  The  weather  this  week,  however,  is  so  far  of 
a most  wretched  character— typical  rather  of  surly 
November  than  sultry  Angus!  and  anglers  lament  with 
grouse  shooters  tho  conditions  under  which  sport  mutt 


bo  carried  on.  On  tho  lakes  fishing  results  are  curious. 
Ono  party  may  securo  in  an  hour  or  two  a hundred  perch 
per  rod,  whilo  another  rotnrns  with  empty  creels.  A 
friend  tolls  me  he  took  his  boys,  homo  for  tho  holidays, 
down  to  the  lake  (Windermere)  for  an  hour  amongst  the 
perch.  For  the  first  five  minutes  sport  was  fast  and 
furious,  and  then  suddenly  fell  off,  and  for  an  hour  not 
a bite  could  be  obtained.  This  is  not  an  uncommon 
experience,  though  tho  reverse  may  as  easily  be  the 
case— an  hour’s  brisk  sport  with  a five  minutes’  cessa- 
tion. On  the  Lune,  tho  Eden,  and  the  Derwent  matters 
are  looking  up,  and  anglers  are  daily  expecting  to  be 
amongst  tho  salmon.  These  have  been  seen  up  the  Lune 
north  of  Sedbergh  (where  wo  hear  Mr.  R.  Winder,  in  a 
51b.  basket  of  trout,  had  one  individual  of  21b.  from 
Cragg  Dub  at  Tobay).  and  on  tho  last-named  river  Mr. 
James  Newman,  of  Great  Broughton,  has  secured  the 
first  salmon — an  8-pounder,  In  South  Westmoreland 
anglers  are  doing  fairly  well,  among  recent  takes  being, 
in  Hutton  Beck,  Mr.  G.  Procter,  six  and  a half  brace  of 
trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Stubbs,  four  and  a half  brace.  On  tho 
Kent,  on  Friday,  Mr.  A.  Cozens-Hardy  secured  Beveral 
salmon  mort  and  good  trout  in  Levens  Park. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  work  of  the  week  has  beeD  centred  in  one  or  two 
big  events,  and  now  that  those  are  over  angling  matters 
will  resume  their  ordinary  course.  On  the  11th  special 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  Levenshulme  Anglers 
to  fish  their  waters,  with  the  result  that  king  carp  vvere 
very  much  in  evidence.  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson  took  four 
of  lib.  each;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  lflb.  ; and  Mr.  Wm. 
Mycock,  lib.  2oz.  There  was  a goodly  muster  of  the 
members  generally.  The  Third  Annual  Championship 
Competition  was  decided  on  Aug.  11.  Altogether  525 
numbers  were  marked,  out  of  which  523  were  allotted. 

At  the  conclusion  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes. 
FROM  LANCASTER. 

The  weather  still  keeps  unfavourable,  and  angling  is 
only  carried  on  under  very  disadvantageous  con- 
ditions. The  river  is  in  fine  trim  for  the  minnow,  and 
small  catches  of  trout  continue  to  be  made.  Salmon  still 
continue  to  be  netted  largely,  and  some  very  good  fish 
are  being  taken.  One  caught  last  Monday  weighed  241b. 
Coarse  fishing  shows  no  improvement,  scarcely  a roach 
or  perch  having  been  taken  in  the  district  during  the 
last  fortnight.  It  is  worth  mentioning  that  the 
tributaries  of  the  Lune  are  yielding  much  more  than  the 
main  stream.  Sea  fishing  at  Morecambe  and  Grange  is 
rather  better,  cod  and  fluke  being  much  more  plentiful 
recently. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Since  the  holidays  the  weather  has  been  most 
unsettled,  each  succeeding  day  showers  having  fallen 
with  almost  April  rapidity.  The  rush  being  over,  it  has 
been  much  more  pleasurable  at  the  waterside,  as  anglers 
at  ordinary  times  are  able  to  pick  out  the  best  spots  and 
make  tolerably  certain  of  landing  a good  basket  of  fish. 
Roach  fishing,  which  is  now  at  its  best,  has  been  eagerly 
pursued  by  most  of  the  votaries  of  the  rod  and  line,  and 
excellent  baskets  are  daily  taken  from  the  waters  near 
Leicester  and  upwards  to  the  Aylestone  preserves. 
Some  of  the  more  notable  lots  were  : Mr.  Worth,  151b.  ; 
Mr.  Towe,  91b.  ; Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Johnson,  71b. 
each ; Mr.  Parker,  61b. ; and  Mr.  Taylor,  61b.  Pike, 
dace,  and  chub  fishing  have  received  ample  attention,  the 
rains  having  a very  beneficial  effect.  Mr.  Wildmantook 
a 71b.  specimen  of  the  first  mentioned  from  the  canal. 
Several  other  anglers  had  a brace  or  two  between  31b. 
and  41b.  ; whilst  Mr.  Orton,  who  was  dace  fishing,  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  seven  brace  of  nice  fish,  in  addition 
to  a chub  21b.  Plenty  of  mixed  baskets  of  roach,  perch, 
and  dace  have  been  taken  from  the  canal.  Quietude  has 
reigned  at  most  of  the  country  resorts,  the  most  note- 
worthy take  being  a splendid  basket  of  321b.  of  roach 
landed  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  J.  A.  S.  Muddimore.  The 
Wreake  Valley  has  presented  a vastly  different  appear- 
ance this  week,  there  being  plenty  of  room  for  those  who 
choose  to  try  the  waters  at,  Syston,  Brooksby,  Rearsby, 
and  Frisby.  The  waters  at  Narborough  and  around  that 
portion  of  Leicestershire  are  in  fine  order  for  sport;  and 
results  have  been  fairly  satisfactory  to  the  subscribers. 
The  showers  on  Thursday  were  at  times  very  heavy. 
FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
windy  and  rough,  so  that  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  The  rough  weather  has  put  the  waters  in  better 
condition  for  bottom  fishing  than  they  were  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  so  that  when  the  wind  abates  there  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport.  The  Norwich  Angling 
Club  fished  their  annual  match  on  Tuesday,  at  Bucken- 
ham,  but  they  had  poor  sport,  the  challenge  cup  being 
taken  with  under  a stone  of  fish,  while  some  of  the 
members  had  nothing  to  weigh-in.  Some  gentlemen 
down  to-day  had  better  sport,.  On  the  Bure  some  fair 
fish  have  been  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Horning 
and  Potter  Heigham. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  generally  complain  of  the  apathy  of  barbel 
in  feeding.  Tne  cause  is  not,  however,  far  to  seek 
The  fish  bite  best  in  hot  weather,  and  of  late  there  has 
been  a marked  absence  of  tho  sun,  and  consequently  of 
tho  heat  necessary  to  produce  any  pronounced  stir 
amongst  them.  A few  are  taken  daily  at  King’s  Mills, 
Shardlow,  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  Oolwiok.  In  the  first- 
named  waters  two  of  the  subscribers,  Mr.  S.  Pogson, 
and  Mr.  J.  Jamson,  sucoeedod  in  bagging  oight, 
including  one  of  51b. ; and  on  Friday,  another  gentle- 
man caught  ono  of  41b.  12Joz.  Roach  have  again  shown 
a disposition  to  accept  creed  wheat  at  Shardlow, 
Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins  taking,  amongst  others,  a 
bag  of  271b.  Ono  of  his  fish  oreeled  last  Friday 


weighed  within  a fraction  of  ljlb.  A few  perch 
and  bream  have  also  been  landed.  Barbel  swim 
after  barbel  swim  have  undergone  substantial 
worm  baitings  without  so  much  as  yielding  a barbel, 
only  sundry  cels,  chub,  and  dace.  Perch  are  said  to 
have  shown  good  sport  in  the  Barton  length,  which  is 
very  handy  for  Nottingham  fishermen.  Tho  charge  is 
sixpence  per  rod  per  day,  with  a shilling  extra  for  the 
nso  of  a punt.  On  Saturday  night  Mr.  J.  Adamson 
creeled  a grand  lot  of  dace,  including  one  of  10oz.,  with 
tho  fly  in  the  Wilford  and  Clifton  preserves.  Thu 
gentleman  intends  to  try  the  Holloway  Coachman  for 
chub,  recommended  in  last  week’s  Gazette  by  Mr.  Bel- 
lairs.  It  should  take  well  on  a big-volumed  river  like 
ours.  If  the  Zulu  will  kill  on  the  Trent  why  not  the 
Holloway!'  In  the  Holme  Pierrepont  and  Colwick 
Park  waters  sport  has  not  been  very  lively  for  some 
time  past.  The  monster  salmon  is  still  below  the  weir, 
and  some  fresh  BbIi  are  said  to  have  ascended  the 
Humber,  being  driven  upwards  by  a tremendous  shoal 
of  porpoises. 

FROM  READING. 

At  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Rea/ling  Waltonian 
Angling  Association  Mr.  Webb  presided,  and  was 
supported  by  a goodly  gathering.  Nothing  of  public 
interest  transpired,  and  not  a solitary  fish  was  weighed- 
in.  Weather  rough  and  unsettled,  and  few  anglers 
leading  active  life.  A blank,  or  almost  so,  has  been  the 
reward  of  those  who  have  wetted  line,  and  it  appears 
from  present  outlook  as  though  this  will  be  the  rule  for 
several  days  yet  to  come.  A 121b.  barbel  succumbed  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  last  week,  at  Newbury. 
The  fish  was  taken  from  the  Kennet,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  of  its  species  seen  in  the  district  for  a time  past. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Bank  Holiday  week  found  all  the  favourite  angling 
resorts  crowded,  but  there  were  plenty  of  fish  for  all, 
and  even  creels  were  in  some  cases  too  small  to  hold 
the  catches.  Since  then,  however,  the  weather  has  been 
very  bad,  and  there  has  been  a great  diminution  in  the 
number  of  rods  out.  The  weight  of  the  catches  has  also 
decreased,  though  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  caught. 
Bream  still  form  the  basis  of  most  baskets,  and  fish  of 
two  and  three  pounds  are  common.  Roach,  too,  have 
greatly  improved,  and  have  provided  good  sport,  and 
some  fair  takes  of  eels  are  recorded.  As  usual,  a 
number  of  fishing  matches  have  taken  place,  but  the 
takes  have  not  been  of  much  moment.  The  Derwent 
and  other  Derbyshire  waters  continue  to  be  well  patro- 
nised by  both  bottom  and  fly-fishers,  and  some  fine 
specimens  have  been  grassed.  The  trout  placed  in  the 
Sheaf  are  going  on  well,  and  promise  good  sport  in  time. 
It  would  be  as  well,  however,  if  some  check  were  put  on 
youths  who  persist  in  frequenting  the  river.  I do  not 
know  who  should  take  action  with  regard  to  the  posses- 
sion of  trout  licences,  but  I doubt  if  one  in  fifty  pos- 
sesses the  necessary  paper. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  work  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society 
at  their  trout  hatchery  during  the  past  week  has  been 
as  successful  as  in  previous  years,  and,  as  a result,  some 
thousands  of  healthy  fry  have  been  transferred  to  the 
river.  They  are  of  the  common  brown  trout  species. 
The  hatchery  itself  is  now  empty,  but  a few  fish  are 
being  reared  in  the  pools  below.  The  members  of  the 
Ironbridge  Angling  Society  announced  an  excursion  for 
Thursday  last  to  Uffington,  a special  competition  having 
been  arranged  at  their  meeting  on  July  39.  Two  local 
gentlemen  have  generously  offered  to  present  the  society 
with  a valuable  Coalport  china  challenge  cup,  which  was 
accepted.  The  conditions  are  that  the  cup  shall  be 
competed  for  annually,  and  become  the  property  of  the 
competitor  who  shall  have  won  it  three  times.  The 
competitor  weighing-in  the  greatest  aggregate  weight  of 
fish  out  of  the  number  of  special  competitions  arranged 
for  the  season  to  be  the  holder  of  the  cup  for  the 
ensuing  twelve  months  ; the  three  best  catches  only  to 
count.  To  be  eligible  to  become  the  holder  of  the  cup 
the  competitor  must  have  attended  at  least  two  of  the 
competitions  during  the  season. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Brooks  and  rivers  in  capital  condition  just  now  for  a 
few  days,  the  water  in  Teme  and  Severn  was  of  a very 
questionable  colour  and  interfered  with  sport,  but  lots 
of  fish  have  been  taken  everywhere,  in  the  Severn  in 
particular,  but  much  regret  is  felt  at  the  unsportsman- 
like conduct  of  some  club  anglers  taking  fish  not  lioz. 
in  weight,  and  yet  they  are  not  allowed  to  weigh  them 
in.  Roach  and  bream  are  taking  the  stewed  wheat 
capitally,  and  the  best  flies  for  Severn  and  Teme  have 
been  the  Black  Gnat  and  Red  Tag.  The  new  Worcester 
Angling  Society  had  their  first  competition  on  the  Avon 
at  Eckington  on  the  12th  inst.  Whether  the  members 
(and  there  was  a good  few  competed)  did  not  know  the 
water  or  not  I cannot  say,  any  way  the  first  prize  was 
taken  with  a small  bream,  the  second  with  a rudd. 


Sea-Otteu  Fub. — The  sea-otter’s  is  tho  costliest  of 
all  fur.  A skin  that  one  might  put  in  one’s  hat  or  carry 
away  in  a muff  has  been  sold  for  .£50,  and,  although  this 
was  a fancy  price,  from  <£30  to  <£  40  is  nothing  out  of  tho 
way.  The  value  is  reckoned  by  tbo  depth  of  the  black 
oolour  studded  with  silver  hairs  and  tho  richness  of  the 
fur.  Very  seldom  do  any  of  tho  higher  qualities  come 
into  the  rotail  trade  in  England,  .80  hungry  for  them  aro 
the  Russians.  The  catch  of  sea-otter  skins  is  almost 
entirely  confined  to  thef  coast  ol  Alaska. 

W hat  do  you  do  when  an  editor  refuses  a poem  ? 

“ I send  that  poem  to  another  editor.”  “ And  when  an 
editor  accepts  a poem  P”  ”1  sotul  another  poem  to  that 
editor." 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  J.  M. — The  fish  arrived  in  such  a putrid  condition 
we  could  not  examine  it  carefully,  but  it  was  certainly 
a trout. 

Anxious, — The  railway  fare  to  Esher  from  Waterloo 
is  Is,  6d.,  by  privilege  ticket,  return.  Fishing  in  the 
Mole  all  down  below  Esher  to  where  it  joins  the  Thames 
opposite  Hampton  Court  Palace  is  poor,  occasionally 
a few  roaoh  and  ohub  may  be  had,  but  very  light  tackle 
must  be  used.  At  Esher  the  Mole  is  free,  and  chiefly 
contains  bream,  chub,  and  roaoh,  the  former  being  very 
difficult  to  catch. 


Cormyuntenct 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

WEIGHT  OF  FISH  COMPARED  WITH  LENGTH. 

Dear  Sib, — We  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  here- 
with the  lengths  of  the  fish  (mouth  to  centre  of  tail). 
Unfortunately,  we  omitted  to  measure  them  when  we 
first  received  them,  and  there  is  invariably  a difference 
of  jin.  to  liin.  in  length  between  freshly  caught  fish 
and  stuffed  fish,  the  difference  being  caused  by 
shrinkage  and  by  curving  the  tail,  &c.  In  future  we 
shall  take  care  to  measure  fish  as  soon  as  we  receive 
them. 

We  omitted  to  mention  that  Mr.  Green,  Albert-road, 
Richmond,  obtained  a fine  barbel  while  fishing  near 
Messum’s  Boat  House  on  July  31.  We  can  only  give 
the  weight  approximately,  viz.,  about  91b.,  length,  27£in. 
— We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Everard  Ripley  and  Co. 

Aug.  1.— Chub.  Caught  at  Teddington  by  Mr.  Beale 
(live  baiting  for  jack).  Weight,  41b.  6oz.  ; length,  21in. 

Aug.  4 — Carp.  Caught  in  a poDd,  Hampton  Court 
Park,  by  Mr.  D.  Hayer.  Weight,  lOJlb.  ; length,  28in. 

Aug.  4. — Barbel.  Caught  in  the  River  Crane,  Isle- 
worth,  by  Percy  E.  Parr.  Weight,  lOjlb. ; length,  30in. 
Also  two,  each  weighing  41b. 

Aug.  6.— Bream.  Taken  by  Mr.  W.  Kelsey,  at  Sunbury. 
Weight,  31b.  7oz.  ; length,  18in. 

Aug.  7. — Barbel.  Caught  by  R.  Chantry,  Esq.,  at 
Windsor.  Weight,  91b. ; length,  28in. 


Sir, — I append  below  dimensions  of  eight  trout,  taken 
this  year  in  the  River  Kennet,  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  your  readers.  The  lengths  are  from  end  of  tail 
(which  is  not  forked)  to  tip  of  nose.  The  girths  were 
taken  just  in  front  of  the  dorsal  fin.  All  the  fish  were 
in  fine  condition  : — 


Date. 

Length. 

Girth. 

1894. 

Weight. 

inches. 

inches. 

June  18. 

(trout)  21b.  loz. 

16f  ... 

9 

„ 19. 

„ 21b. 

16 

10 

„ 24. 

„ 31b. 

20 

lii 

„ 30. 

„ 21b. 

16£ 

— 

„ 30. 

„ 21b. 

17 

— 

„ 30. 

,,  21b.  12oz. 

19 

— 

„ 30. 

,,  lib.  fioz. 

153*  ... 

— 

July  2. 

,,  41b.  2oz. 

...  21*  ... 

13J 

—Yours  faithfully,  E.  Percy  Richards. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  which  you  inserted 
in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  I notice  that  a printer’s 
error  has  occurred  in  the  weight  of  the  first  fish  in  the 
list.  It  should  have  been  41b.  14oz.,  not  41b.  l£oz. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Duncan  Elliot. 

Dear  Sir, — A splendid  dace  was  taken  from  the 
River  Lark  at  Barton  Mills,  Mildenhall,  on  Saturday 
last,  Aug.  11,  by  Mr.  Howlett,  the  well-known  naturalist 
of  Newmarket.  The  weight  of  this  dace  was  20oz.  ; 
length  13|in.  Several  others  were  taken  that  weighed 
nearly  lib.  each.  They  are  being  preserved.— I am,  yours 
truly,  _____  C.  E.  Hewitson 

MR.  THURLOW'S  BIG  TROUT. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I am  much  obliged  for  your  letter.  I 
wrote  as  you  suggested  to  Messrs.  Farlow  as  to  whether 
they  would  be  willing  to  exhibit  my  case  of  trout  in  their 
window,  and  they  say  they  would  be  very  pleased  to  do 
so.  I have  therefore  asked  Coopers  to  send  them  there 
first,  instead  of  forwarding  them  down  to  me.  I find, 
however,  it  will  be  almost  another  fortnight  before  they 
are  quite  ready.  I shall  let  them  remain  two  or  three 
weeks  at  Farlow’s,  so  you  will  have,  no  doubt,  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  them,  and  taking  the  respective 
lengths  and  weights. 

I may  say,  by  way  of  a few  details,  as  you  seem  to 
wish  them,  that  I caught  them  in  two  hours’  fishing,  in 
the  Wycombe  stream,  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  13. 
They  were  both  taken  with  an  Alexandra  fly.  I caught 
the  51b.  Coz.  fish  first,  and  immediately  after  landing  it 
I saw  the  other  larger  one  move  a few  yards  lower  down, 
and  about  the  second  cast  I was  in  him.  I had  a fairly 
stout  gut  cast  on,  as  I knew  I might  possibly  meet  with  a 
big’un,  so  was  able  to  apply  pressure. 

There  was,  just  above,  a big  pole  across  the  stream, 
and  heavy  weeds  with  weedrack  a few  yards  below,  so 
that  I had  to  keep  him  in  the  tolerably  clear  bit  of  water 
between.  This  I managed  to  do,  and  without  showing 
a great  amount  of  dash  he  kept  on  boring  about  round 
and  round,  but  it  was  some  time  before  I could  get  his 
head  up  and  bring  him  fairly  into  the  net. 

I told  my  man  to  kneel  down  by  the  side  with  the  net  in 
he  water,  and  not  to  move,  but  to  wait  till  I got  his  head 

* This  fish  seemed  to  bo  a different  species  to  the  Kennet  trout, 
being  like  a yellow  trout. 


and  shoulders  over  it.  I told  him  not  to  mind  about  the 
tail.  If  the  head  and  shoulders  were  well  in  the  net  I 
knew  the  tail  would  follow.  My  net,  though  fairly 
largo,  was  hardly  up  to  fish  of  this  size.  _ I did  not  think 
he  was  so  big.  When  I first  hooked  him  I said  to  my 
son,  “ be  is  about  31b.,”  but  I gradually  got  up  to  11  41b. 
or  51b.” 

When  the  man  turned  him  out  on  the  grass,  he 
exclaimed,  “ Wbat  a fish!”  but  both  of  us  underset 
them.  We  put  them  at  101b.  the  brace,  and  were 
perfectly  astonished  when  weighing  them  at  a butoher’s 
shop  on  our  way  home  to  find  that  they  went  12£lb.,  viz., 
71b.  2oz.  and  51b.  6oz. 

This  may,  I think,  be  almost  regarded  as  an  ‘ angling 
record."  I mean  to  have  them  photo’d  when  I get 
them  home,  and  I will  take  care  to  forward  you  one. 

I am  afraid  I am  getting  tedious,  but  as  you  wished 
for  some  particulars  I have  tried  to  oblige  you. 

I am,  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours,  J.  Thurlow. 

P.S. — I feel  certain  I could  have  made  it  a leash  had  I 
been  so  disposed.  A big  fish  was  feeding  freely  only  a 
few  yards  above,  when  I was  playing  the  last  one,  and  I 
am  confident  I could  have  killed  him,  but  I have  a horror 
of  being  considered  a greedy  fisherman. 

BAD  BOLL  CLUB  AND  RIVER  WUTACH. 
Dear  Sir, — I had  a letter  to-day  (13th)  from  my  old 
friend,  and  the  result  of  Mr.  Norman’s  polite  answer  to 
my  questions  is  that  he  writes  as  follows  : — “ I have 
just  written  to  Mr.  Norman  and  offered  to  increase  my 
holding  to  two  or  three  shares  if  they  like  to  allot  them 
to  me.  I have  no  doubt  the  river  is  a right  down  good 
one,”  &c. 

Most  certainly  I was  under  the  impression  that  the 
grayling  preponderated,  but  the  assurance  Mr.  Norman 
gives  you  on  this  point  ought  to  satisfy  all  intending 
shareholders. 

I trust  that  the  club  (founded  on  such  good  lines)  may 
prosper,  as  it  deserves  to  do.  It  is  sure  to  be  select. — - 
I am,  &e.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

REPRODUCTION  OF  FISH. 

Sir, — During  a two  years’  stay  in  Southern  California 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  San  Pedro,  which  is  one  of  the 
ports  of  Los  Angeles,  a fact  came  to  my  notice  as  to 
the  reproduction  of  sea  fish  of  which  I was  previously 
ignorant,  and  which  may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  some 
of  your  numerous  readers,  who,  like  myself,  may  be 
under  the  impression  that  the  eggs  of  all  female  fish  are 
deposited  in  a suitable  place,  and  then  fertilised  by  the 
male  after  the  manner  of,  say,  the  salmon. 

The  particular  fish  I observed  was  known  in  that 
locality  as  the  sea  parch,  of  which  I caught  and  opened 
several  varieties.  Now  the  young  of  these  fish  could  be 
found  in  various  stages  of  development  inside  the 
parent  fish,  and  in  a ripe  fish  could  be  exuded  by 
pressure  in  such  a forward  state  that  many  were  capable 
of  swimming  about  on  immersion  in  water.  — Yours 
faithfully,  A.  V. 

A TENCH  “NEARLY  71b.” 

Dear  Sir, — In  last  Saturday’s  Fishing  Gazette  there 
is  the  report  of  a tench  of  “ nearly  71b.  weight  ” caught 
at  Elstree. 

Have  you  heard  any  further  particulars  of  it  ? as  I am 
sure  that  such  a specimen  fish  deserves  a special  notice. 

Perhaps  the  fortunate  captor  would  send  the  details 
for  the  benefit  of  your  numerous  readers  — I am,  dear 
sir,  yours  faithfully,  W.  Staunton. 

[Yes,  we  should  like  authenticated  particulars  of  such 
a tenoh  as  that. — Ed.]  

FISHING  AT  SEATON. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  what  fishing  (fresh  or  salt  water)  is  to  be  had  at 
Seaton,  Devonshire,  or  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
next  month  ; which  is  the  best  fly  to  use,  and  where 
licences  for  salmon  fishing  are  to  be  obtained  P And 
oblige, — Yours  truly, A.  B.  Watson. 

FLAX  WATER  IN  THE  BANN. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney, 
is  entirely  wrong  with  respect  to  flax  water  in  the  Bann, 
but  very  little  flax  being  pulled  yet,  and  it  will  be  quite 
three  weeks  before  any  flax  water  can  possibly  get  in, 
and  the  river  being  very  high,  it  will  make  but  very  little 
difference  to  salmon  fishing.  I might  also  add  that  the 
river  at  this  station  is  very  full  of  fish  at  the  present 
moment,  but  they  are  not  taking  freely. — I am,  &c., 
Mercers  Hotel,  Kilrea,  Belfast.  Robert  Kirk. 

FISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  “ X,”  re  sea  fishing  in  Cornwall 
or  Devonshire,  he  cannot  do  better  than  go  to  Penzance. 
There  is  whiffing  for  mackerel  and  pollack  in  St.  Mounts 
Bay,  bottom  fishing  for  chad,  “ splashers,”  bream, 
gurnet,  conger,  and  pollack,  and  mackerel  about  a mile 
from  shore  ; good  pier-head  fishing  at  Newlyn,  about  a 
mile  from  Penzance.  The  fishing  from  Penzance  pier  is 
only  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit. 

Rod  and  line  is  preferable  to  hand-line,  the  finer  the 
taokle  the  better.  Last  Friday,  fishing  off  Lamuna 
Cove,  about  five  miles  from  Penzance,  with  three  others, 
I caught  more  fish  with  my  paternoster  than  the  others 
with  their  hand-lines,  my  catch  amounting  to  forty  fish, 
theirs  to  thirty-five.  They  ridiculed  my  rod  at  first,  but 
were  very  anxious  to  borrow  it  after  a while. — I am,  &c., 
W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell. 


FISHING  AT  HASSOCKS,  SUSSEX. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  whether  any  good  roach  fishing  is  to  be  got  in 
or  near  the  above-mentioned  place? — Yours,  &c., 

A.  Jones. 


FISHING  AT  DEAL. 

Sir, — I should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
give  me  any  particulars  as  to  any  fresh-water  and  sea- 
fishing to  be  obtained  at  Deal  or  neighbourhood.— I am, 
yours  faithfully,  ___  W.  G.  W. 

FISHING  NEAR  ABERFOYLE. 

SIRl> — Will  anjone  who  has  fished  in  Perthshire, 
making  Aberfoyle  his  headquarters,  kindly  state  what 
fishing  is  open  to  a stranger  to  obtain  by  payment.  If 
there  is  any  “river”  fishing  for  salmon  and  trout,  and 
charges  for  boat  and  man,  &o.,  for  fishing  in  Looh  Ard. 
What  chances  of  above  fish  in  September,  in  river  or 
looh.  What  flies  in  use  then. — I am,  &c., 

“Clericus.”  , 


FISHING  IN  MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — What  would  be  a good  town  to  reside  in, 
with  a view  to  sport,  salmon  principally,  in  the  River 
Usk,  in  Monmouthshire,  Wales  ; and  can  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  river  by 
strangers  other  than  in  the  upper  and  lower  association 
waters  ? I would  wish  to  join  some  association.  Any 
particulars  as  to  towns  to  reside  in,  say  not  more  than 
four  miles  from  the  river  before  one  began  fishing,  would 
much  oblige.  Also  name  of  a good  fishing  tackle  maker. 
I would  for  choice  prefer  a town  smaller  than  Aber- 
gavenny. Is  there  any  club  or  association  at  this  place 
that  a resident  could  join?  What  prospeots  of  sport — 
salmon— has  a man  who  knows  the  river,  and  who  fishes 
“ fly,”  provided  he  fishes  say  three  whole  dayBper  week 
throughout  the  season,  in  waters  that  anyone  who 
should  kindly  answer  this  may  recommend?  Do  sea 
trout  run  up  the  Usk  in  any  number?— Yours,  &c., 

“ Jay.” 


Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  where  in  Monmouthshire  or  district  I could  obtain 
some  free  ooarse  fishing? — I am,  yours  truly,  G.  E.  H. 


FISHING  AT  DOVER. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  Walter  Williams, 
in  Fishing  Gazette  11th  inst.,  many  years  since  I used  to 
oatch  a great  number  of  whiting  pout,  about  a quarter 
mile  eastward  of  the  Admiralty  Pier,  fishiog  over  the 
rocks.  As  the  tide  rose  I moved  the  boat  nearer  the 
shore,  and  as  it  receded,  moved  out  again.  The  rocks 
can  easily  be  found  by  sounding  with  a big  leaden 
plummet.  The  best  bait  for  the  pout  was  boiled 
shrimps,  without  peeling  them,  but  I think  I pinched 
off  the  heads.  Off  the  pier  itself  fine  grey  mullet 
could  be  caught  on  a paternoster,  baited  with  small 
pieces  of  rag  worm.  The  line  had  to  be  drawn  slowly 
up  from  the  bottom  until  the  depth  at  which  the  fish  were 
feeding  was  found.  I used  other  baits,  such  as  mussels, 
or  pieces  of  shad,  and  caught  great  numbers  of  horse 
mackerel  and  other  fisli.  Fine  coal  whiting  were  also 
to  be  caught,  and  sometimes  a mackerel,  by  railing  with 
a jack  rod  and  three  white  winged,  red-bodied  flies, 
and  a silver  spinner  at  the  end  of  the  trace.  All  my 
hooks  were  mounted  on  strong  gut,  and  the  railing 
traces  were  made  of  the  same.— Yours  faithfully, 

South-West. 


RE  FISHING  AT  DOVER. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  W.  Williams,  I was  staying 
at  Dover  September  and  October  last  year,  and  had  grand 
sport,  fishing  from  a boat  between  Admiralty  Pier  and 
Channel  Tunnel  works,  where  the  ground  is  rocky, 
mussels  for  bait,  and  I used  rod  and  pater.  I prefer 
Scarboro’  to  Dover  for  sea-fishing.— Yours  faithfully, 
___  Alfred  Nuthall. 

NETTING  THE  ARUN. 

Dear  Sir, — A report  having  been  spread  about  that  I 
have  been  netting  the  River  Arun  here,  I wish  to  contra- 
dict in  every  way,  for  I have  not  seen  a net  in  the  river 
here. 

The  fishing  here  lately  has  been  good;  some  good 
takes  of  roaoh,  some  jaok,  and  a few  trout ; the  largest 
trout,  4£lb.,  in  splendid  condition.— Yours  truly, 

E.  T.  Warner 

(Late  of  the  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon). 

Sir, — Two  hundredweight  of  roaoh  and  bream  saved 
by  the  merest  aocident ! 

May  I ask  Mr.  Eldridge  if  he  cannot  join  hands  with 
the  Central  Association  and  stop  this  slaughter  ? 

The  year  before  last  I wrote  to  your  paper  and  told 
the  C.A.  that  they  were  only  throwing  their  money  away 
whilst  this  netting  was  being  carried  on.  The  same  in- 
dividual, I presume  it  is,  who  told  me  on  one  occasion, 
that  he  should  net  the  river  whenever  he  felt  so  dis- 
posed, and  nothing  could  stop  him  ; in  short  he  was  quite 
indignant  at  the  idea  of  being  interfered  with.  Is  it, 
or  is  it  not,  illegal  for  even  a native,  when  in  a boat,  to 
take  any  other  fish  except  mullet  ? If  this  be  the  case, 
why  cannot  these  men  be  licensed  in  the  ordinary  way 
and  confined  to  those  parts  of  the  river  mullet  affect 
(certainly  not  near  the  C.A.  fishery),  and  so  be  prevented 
from  depleting  the  rivers  at  their  own  sweet  will  and 
pleasure. — I am,  &c.,  _____  An  Angler. 

BANK  FISHING  FOR  RUDD. 

Dear  Sir, — As  my  club  do  not  allow  members  to  fish 
from  a boat,  and  as  I think  of  going  to  Huntingdon  for 
a week  or  two,  I should  be  glad  if  you  would  tell  me 
whether  I should  be  likely  to  capture  anyrudd  from  the 
bank.  An  answer  in  your  next  issue  will  greatly  oblige. 
— Yours  truly,  A Club  Angler. 

[Owing  to  the  weedy  nature  of  the  margin  of  the 
river,  bank  fishing  for  rudd  in  the  vicinity  ot  Hunting- 
don cannot  be  recommended.  (1)  It  is  difficult  to  got 
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your  bait  between  tho  rmiH  in  tho  wenda  wboro  the  rudd 
aro,  and  (2)  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  land  the  fish 
if  honked.  I ho  down  stream  end  of  Mr.  Tliaokray’s 
meadow  at  tunes  yields  rrnl.l  from  tho  bank,  and  the 
towing  path  oxaetly  opposite  Hartford  chureh,  and  a 
oouolo  of  hundred  yards  up  and  down  stream  are  also 
likely  spots.  A Jib.  fish  wan  caught  in  a swim  a few 
days  ago  from  tho  bank  opposito  tho  church.  Portholnio 
near  Huntingdon,  opposito  liloakloy’s  drove,  and  tho 
towing  path  up  stream,  to  tho  railway  bridge,  are  also 
worth  a trial,  then  cross  ovor  tho  railway  bridgo,  and  tho 
meadow  opposite  down  stream,  and  also  tho  ono  up  stream 
are  good.  Ihe  towingpatli  from  Brampton  bathing  place, 
tor  a distance  of  nearly  a mile,  has  often  been  tho  death 
soone  of  a 21b.  rudd.  Brandling  worms  are  tho  best  bait, 
paste  and  gontles  standing  next.  J uly  and  August  are  the 
best  months,  evening  most  suitable  timo.  As  a rule,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a boat,  you  will  often  meet  with  disappoint- 
ment.]   r 

LEDGERING  FOR  BARBEL. 

Dear  Sir,— In  ledgering  for  barbel  would  you  rooom- 
the  hook  to  come  quite  through  the  lobworm  or 
to  bo  hidden  in  the  worm,  and  what  distance  ought  the 
plumb  lead  be  from  the  hook  f Kindly  answer  this  and 

0 r(f\e,Tr^0nriS  *ru*y’  Amateur. 

HD  ft  is  always  as  well  to  conceal  the  hook  as  much 
as  possible.  (2)  From  12in.  to  18in.J 


FREE  FISHING  AT  IPSWICH. 

Dear  Sir —Would  you  kindly  let  me  know  through 
your  paper  if  there  is  any  free  fishing  at  or  near  Ips- 
wioh,  and,  if  so,  what  fish  P— I am,  &o., 

. A Younq  Angler. 

[Ihe  River  Dipping  contains  roach,  pike,  perch,  and 
carp  Daily  tickets,  Is.  ; pike,  2s.  6d.  The  fishing  is 
free  from  Ipswich  to  Boss  Hall  (two  miles)  ] 


FISHING  AT  VENTNOR. 

Dear  Sir,  Would  some  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  sea  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  September  at  Ventnor,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.— I am, 

J.  Taylor. 

LI  he  fashing  at  Ventnor  is  very  poor.  A few  whiting 
pollack,  and  bass  are  occasionally  taken.] 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir— I purpose  going  to  the  West  of  Ireland 
for  some  fishing,  and,  although  I have  fished  for  a great 
number  of  years  in  various  parts  of  Scotland,  this  is  the 
first  occasion  upon  which  I will  go  to  the  West  of 
Ireland  on  an  angling  expedition.  For  the  first  part  of 
my  visit  I purpose  making  Galway  my  headquarters 
and  I hope  to  avail  myself  of  the  waters  within  easy 
access  of  Galway,  particularly  those  lying  between 
Kukierran  on  the  west  and  Galway.  For  the  latter 
part  of  my  visit  I hope  to  make  Westport  in  County 
Mayo  my  headquarters.  Doubtless  many  of  your  readers 
are  familiar  with  those  places,  and  such  would  do  a great 
kindness  to  a brother  angler  if  they  would  supply  some 
hints  and  general  information,  which  will  be  most  grate- 
fully aocepted  by, — Yours  faithfully,  T.  G. 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  TO  ROBERT 
ROXBY. 

It  has  long  been  the  source  of  great  regret  that  one 
of  the  best  known  North  Country  fisher  poets  should 
rest  in  a nameless  grave.  Robert  Roxby  has  placed 
the  North  of  England  under  a heavy  debt  of  gratitude 
to  him  for  the  delightful  descriptions  he  has  given  the 
world  of  our  Northumbrian  scenery,  and  the  pleasures 
ghhtle  art  ’ on  our  northern  streams.  Izaak 
Walton  gave  the  contemplative  and  philosophical  side 
of  the  angler’s  recreation ; but  Robert  Roxby  has 
wedded  to  immortal  verse  the  charms  and  delights  of 
the  fisher’s  life,  and  has  immortalised  the  sylvan  beauty 
of  our  Borderland.  Next  to  Thomas  Bewick,  Robert 
Roxby  has  made  the  fame  of  our  Borderland  known  to 
all  the  world.  Can  we  forget  the  author  who  sang  : 

All  lmil  to  the  moorlands  and  mosses, 

To  the  lads  wi'  their  collies  and  Kent, 

And  to  a’  the  Tyneside's  winsome  lasses 
_ Wha  lightly  bound  over  the  bent. 

They  may  talk  of  1 Arabian  bowers  ’ 

And  the  ‘ myrtle  groves’  over  the  sea; 

Give  me  my  Northumbria's  wild  flowers, 

And  the  hills  o’  my  native  countrie. 

Robert  Roxby  was  left  fatherless  at  an  early  age  : and 
when  he  grew  up  to  man’s  years  he  became  a clerk  in 
the  bank  of  Sir  William  Loraine  and  Co.,  in  Newcastle 
and  finally  with  that  of  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  and 
Co.  During  his  leisure  hours  he  was  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  and  at  the  same  time  cultivated  the  muse.  His 
fishing  songs  gave  a decided  impetus  to  the 
devotees  of  “the  gentle  art”  on  our  Border  streams, 
and  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  wherever  a true-born 
North  Country  angler  “ thraws  the  line,”  they  bear  with 
them  the  enthusiasm  of  the  fishing  songs  of  our  Northern 
Bard.  Having  no  near  relations  to  look  after  his  affairs 
and  having  lingered  into  a ripe  old  age,  when  he  could 
no  longer  mix  with  the  new  generations  that  had  sprung 
up  around  him,  when  the  end  of  life  came  he  has  been 
allowed  to  rest  in  a nameless  grave.  The  feelings  of  his 
old  age  have  been  touchingly  expressed  in  his  delightful 

poem,  Ihe  Auld  iisher’s  Farewell  to  Coquet”  : 

0 Coquet : in  my  youthful  days 
Thy  river  Nwectly  ran, 

An’  sweetly  down  thy  woody  braes 
The  boonie  birdies  sang. 

But  streams  may  nn,  and  birds  may  sing 
tt/im'  joy  they  bring  to  me; 

The  blithesome  strains  I dimly  hear, 

The  streams  I dimly  soo. 

At  his  death,  on  July  20,  1846,  in  his  79th  year,  ho  was 
uried  in  bt.  J’aul  a Churchyard,  Nowcastlc-upon-Tyno, 


then  a Church  of  England  place  of  worship.  Tho 
building  was  afterwards  sold  and  tho  bnrial  ground 
closed,  lhrough  this  unfortunate  circumstance,  wo 
may  attribute  tho  fact  that  Robert  Roxby  lies  in  a 
namoless  grave.  The  timo  has  now  come,  however 
when  this  scorning  negleot  ought  to  bo  removed.  We 
havo  done  justice  to  tho  memory  of  John  Cunningham 
the  pastoral  poet;  to  Charles  Avison,  tho  Newcastle 
organist ; to  William  Shield,  the  Tyneside  musician  and 
composer  ; and  wo  have  marked  with  tablets  tho 
histone  liousos  associated  with  our  heroes,  statesmen 
philanthropists,  and  scholars;  together  with  the  illus- 
trious strangers  within  our  city  walls.  We  now  appeal 
for  the  olaims  of  Robert  Roxby,  tho  fisher  poot,  and 
beg  to  ask  lor  aid  in  placing  a modost  memorial  stone 
over  his  remains.  Tho  smallest  sum  will  be  acceptable, 
and  may  bo  paid  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  J)r.  Hodgkin' 
t"®  bank : or  into  tho  offices  of  tho  Newcastle 
JJaily  Chronicle,  DaiUj  Journal,  and  Daily  Leader. 


SALMON  AND  SALMON  FISHING. 

(Extracts  from  a long  and  most  interesting  paper 
read  by  Mr.  George  Rooper,  at  a meeting  of  the  Hert- 
tordsbiro  Natural  History  {Society.) 

Mr.<(Rooper  then  rose  to  deliver  his  lecture.  He 
said,  How  you,  who  are  so  fond  of  hunting,  can  have 
patienoe  for  fishing  ! ” is  a remark  that  has  frequently 
been  made  to  me.  “Fish?  No!  I have  not  patience 
tor  fashing,  is  a remark  I have  often  heard.  What 
then,  is  patience  (not  tho  least  among  the  cardinal 
virtues)  sunk  so  low  in  modern  estimation  that  its 
possession  is  rather  deemed  derogatory  than  otherwise  ? 
But  patience  alone,  highly  as  we  prize  the  virtue,  will 
not  make  a fisherman,  far  less  a fisher  of  salmon.  Have 
you  a quick  eye,  a light  hand,  a strong  arm,  a swift 
toot  Above  all,  have  yon  strong  nerves  and  a cool 
headp  Have  you  skill  to  throw  a long,  light  line,  and 
coolness  to  stand  on  a slippery  rook  to  do  it  ? Is  your 
wind  all  right,  and  does  your  pulse  beat  true  time  ? All 
these  physical  qualities  will  find  ample  scope  in  salmon- 
faslung,  and  without  them  do  not  hope  to  excel  I 
remember,  years  since, 

When  my  limbs  were  strong  and  my  courage  was  high, 
going  forth  with  my  rod,  one  close,  hot  day  in  Sep- 
tember, to  a favourite  pool  in  the  Owen  Duff,  in 
BalJycroy  at  that  time  my  own  property  from  month 
to  source  to  throw  a fly  for  the  last  time  that  season, 
u because  I was  bound  to  leave  the  same  evening 
that  I went  out;  a more  hopeless  attempt  was  never 
made..  The  sun  was  bright,  there  was  “ no  wind  in  the 
air,  . it  was  a breathless  calm  ; the  heavy  rain  of  the 
previous  .night  had  swollen  the  river,  and  it  was  at  the 
time  coming  down  in  a dark  flood,  level,  and  sometimes 
over  the  banks.  However,  as  it  was  my  last  day,  I was 
terRuned  throw  a fly,  though  but  for  the  pleasure 
ot  throwing  it.  Walking  up  to  the  Greensod  Pool,  I 
commenced  operations.  My  fly  was  an  Inch-y-quin  of 
the  largest  size,  as  is  fitting  in  heavy  waters,  and  there 
are  few,  if  any,  more  killing  flies  on  the  Western  Irish 
waters.  Beginning  at  the  tail  of  the  rapid  which  feeds 
the  pool,  I threw  a long  line  well  over.  At  the 
first  cast  there  was  a palpable  break  in  the  water. 
h'Ould  it  be  a fish  ?.  In  such  a state  of  things  I could 
not  believe  it  possible  ; it  must  have  been  a piece  of 
floating  bog-wood,  or  a mass  of  turf  torn  from  the  bank 
and  hurried  down  the  boiling  stream.  Again  I threw, 
and  the  fly  floated  with  the  stream  a few  feet  above  the 
spot  where  the  break,  if  break  it  was,  had  been.  There 
was  no  mistake  this  time,  the  dorsal  fin  and  several 
inches  of  the  back  of  a monstrous  fish  were  plainly 
visible  above  the  surface  of  the  dark  water.  My  heart 
was  in  my  mouth,  but  I had  recourse  to  the  old  formula, 
which  ought  to  be  present  to  every  salmon-fisher’s 
mind— one,  he  conies  up  ! two,  he  goes  down  ! three, 
you  strike ! I did  so,  perhaps  more  forcibly  than 
was  altogether  safe  or  necessary ; it  is  curious  how 
litt  e force,  if  properly  applied,  is  required  to  fix  the 
hook.  I struck  with  effect ; and  in  another  second  I 
was  dashing  along  the  rough,  flooded,  dangerous  bank 
at  the  speed  of  a foxchase  after  my  destined  prey. 
No  time  for  thought  or  pause — no  chance  of  picking 
footsteps,  or  choosing  my  course.  The  stream  was 
running  six  miles  an  hour,  and  the  fish  appeared  to 
resign,  himself  entirely  to  it;  sometimes  rolling  over, 
sometimes  sailing  almost  on  the  surface,  sometimes 
diving  to  the  depths  below,  he  carried  on  directly 
towards  the  sea,  from  whenoe  no  doubt  he  had  travelled 
that  very  morning;  fortunately,  my  line  at  the  first 
cast  was  not  of  any  great  length,  and  the  fifty  yards  in 
reserve  constituted  a handicap  in  the  unequal  race  ; but 
every  nerve  was  strained  to  the  utmost  to  prevent  a 
breakage,  which  would  inevitably  have  occurred  had  I 
tailed  for  a moment  in  wind  or  speed.  A ditch  some 
ten  feet  wide,  full  to  the  brim,  intersected  my  path. 

Jump,  Jemmy  ! and  give  me  a help  on  the  other  side.” 
Jemmy  did  so,  and  in  his  excitement  offered  me,  as  I 
landed,  the  sharp  end  of  tho  gaff— the  gaff  itself 
in  fact,  instead  of  the  handle.  I sprang  over,  and 
avoiding  the  proffered  aid  (?),  was  safely  lugged 
up  the  opposite  bank  by  my  faithful  but  confused 
attendant.  A terrible  moment  of  suspense  ensued. 

In  the  jump  I bad  necessarily  slackened  the  line— 
had  the  fish  escaped?  For  a moment  my  heart 
sank  within  mo,  but  throwing  tho  butt  of  tho  rod  well 
back  and  rapidly  winding  up  the  line,  I found,  to  my 
intense  joy,  that  the  fish  was  still  firmly  hooked.  We 
were  now  in  Pwlgarrow,  and  for  tho  first  timo  I got  a 
real  pull  at  him.  The  broad,  deep  water  apparently 
^'iKKOstod  a change  ot  tactics ; and  after  swimming  for 
a lew  minutes  up  and  down,  tue  IihIi  sought  tho  depths 
below,  and  rested  like  a log  at  the  bottom,  with  the 
weight  of  thirty  l'oet  of  walor  upon  him.  Meanwhile  1 


[August  18,  1891 


with  my  arms  fully  employed,  and  almost  altogether 
held  high  above  ray  head,  I was  exposed  to  the  attacks 
of  myriads  of  midges,  and  troops  of  horseflies.  Tho 
air,  as  I have  said,  was  still  sultry  and  oppressive; 
5?,,  "“rely  the  fox  in  the  fable,  or  the  carrier  at 
Uadshill,  was  never  better  bitten  or  stung.  I 
suffered  terribly.  The  fish  lay  like  a log,  or  rather 
a rock,  at  the  bottom ; how  to  move  him  was  the 
point.  I then  tried  what  I believe  to  be  the  only 
available  tactio  ” under  snob  circumstances.  Lowering 
the  point  of  my  rod  until  it  touched,  nay,  entered  the 
w,  ,,r’  l,“Pt  nP.a  long,  strong,  steady,  continuous  pull 
at  the  full  tension  which  my  tackle  would  bear,  in  a 
direction  almost  at  a right  angle  with  the  line  of  the 
fash,  as  be  lay  with  his  head  up  stream.  The  effect, 
though  it  was  some  timo  before  it  became  apparent 
was,  no  doubt,  to  cause  him  considerable  difficulty  in 
holding  his  position  ; gradually,  and  by  slow  degrees, 
he  would  attempt  to  ease  the  strain  npon  him.  slightly 
turning  his  head  in  the  direction  of  the  pull.  As  in  all 
temptations,  the  first  downward  step  was  a stride  on 
the  road  to  ruin.  The  largo  surface  of  his  side  exposed 
obliquely,  in  however  small  a degree,  to  the  force  of 
the  stream,  rendered  the  position  untenable,  and  in 
half  a minute  more  he  was  careering  through  the 
pool,  and  running  his  headlong  race  seaward.  There 
is  a gorge  not  far  below,  through  which  the  water 
hurries  at  great  speed,  the  bank  on  one  side  shelving 
abruptly  down  to  the  rocky  edge.  Here  Jemmy, 
well  knowing1  that  tho  salmon  would  pass  down  the 
rapid  tail  first  at  a comparatively  slow  pace,  and 
nooessity,  close  to  the  shore,  had  stationed  him- 
self in  advance,  the  ready  gaff,  already  plunged  into  the 
water,  in  his  hand.  As  the  fish  passed,  Jemmy,  standing 
up  to  his  waist  in  the  stream,  struck  him  well  and 
fairly,  and,  half  overpowered  with  his  weight  and  the 
strength  of  the  stream,  struggled  manfully  ashore, 
landing  him  at  my  feet  with  a triumphant  yell  that 
might  have  graced  the  victor  in  a faction-fight.  The 
salmon  weighed  full  201b.  I overheard  Jemmy 
subsequently  giving  a detail  of  the  exploit  to  a brother 
fisherman ; his  narrative  was  more  poetic,  but  less 
accurate,  than  my  own.  “ Tne  weight  was  near  301b. 
Ihe  master,  more  power  to  him  ! had  run  two  miles 
without  stopping,  barrin’the  haltthe  skaming  vagabond” 
(not  meaning  the  master)  “had  made  in  Pwlgarrow; 
he  d surely  have  got  to  the  say  itself,”  but  for  the 
prodigious  aenmen  and  wonderful  pluck  of  Jemmy 
himself;  winding  up  with  “and  when  his  honour  saw 
the  baste  lying  there,  and  me  atop  of  him,  1 Jemmy,  you 
blaggard,  he  says,  ‘ that’s  the  foinest  gaff  that  ever  was 
made  in  or  out  of  Ballycroy,’  says  he,  ‘ and  there’s  half- 
a-crown  for  ye!’  ” Whether  the  hint  was  taken  matters 
D®L  .anfI  I must  apologise  for  the  egotistical  character 
of  this  episode  ; but  I was  anxious  to  show  that  patience 
is  not  the  only  requisite  in  salmon-fishing. 


ELDRIDGE’S  EXCURSIONS. 

An  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting  from  Amber- 
ley  ) will  take  place  on  Sept.  2 for  the  following  valuable 
prizes  : 1st  prize,  £2 ; 2nd  prize,  <£1  10s. ; 3rd  prize 
^1 ; 4th  prize,  14s. ; 5th  prize,  Us.  ; 6th  prize,  10a.  6d.  ; 
<th  prize,  10s.  6d. ; 8th  prize,  10s.  ; 9th  prize,  10s. ; 10th 
prize,  10s. ; Uth  prize  (specimen  roach),  10s.  6d.  ; 12tb 
prize  (specimen  bream),  umbrella.  Entrance  fee  6d. 
which  will  be  added  to  the  prizes.  All  to  start  on 
the  morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred  ; Thames  measure.  No 
one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent. One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

Weighing  to  commence  at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be 
received  after  4.30  sharp.  All  prizes  will  be  paid  to  the 
successful  competitors  immediately  after  weighing-in. 

Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  1. 


CHUB  OR  FALL  FISH. 

1 suppose  that  every  fisherman  is  acquainted  with  tho 
chub,  tall  fish,  silver  chub,  or  conical  trout,  as  it  is  called 
m New  England  because  of  its  fancied  resemblance  to 
the  brook  trout.  It  is  a fish  that  rises  to  the  fly,  takes 
a spoon,  or  bait,  and  is  a fair  fighter  when  hooked.  Its 
flesh  is  white,  but  soft,  and  as  we  have  so  many  better 
fish  for  the  table,  the  poor  chnb  is  despised  and  rejected 
I have  caught  many  chub  in  many  waters,  and  must 
oonfess  that  I never  tasted  one  until  a day  or  two  ago 
and  then  by  mistake.  I was  fly-fishing  for  black  bass  in 
bunapee  Lake,  N.  H.,  where  the  water  is  very  oold  and 
pure,  and  caught  a chub  of  about  a pound  in  weight,  and 
was  just  about  to  throw  it  back  into  the  water  when  Dr 
Quackenboss  stopped  mo  by  saying  that  one  of  tho 
family  preferred  chub  to  bass  whon  cooked.  When  the 
chub  was  cooked  with  the  bass  by  a strange  ohanoe  the 
chub  tell  to  tne.  I saw  at  once  that  the  fish  on  my  plato 
was  not  a bass,  but  I did  not  know  what  it  was,  as  1 had 
forgotten  his  chubship.  Being  taught  to  eat  what  was 
set  before  me,  I proceeded  on  those  linos  until  I spotted 
the  fine  bones  of  the  ohub,  and  apologised  to  tho  lady  of 
the  family  for  having  appropriated  her  fish  through  tho 
error  of  tho  carver.  I found  the  flesh  very  good,  a trifle 
sweet,  but  muoh  firmer  than  I would  have  believed  it 
possible  to  bo.  I cannot  say  that  I am  absolutely  in  love 
with  the  fish  for  the  table,  but  fresh  from  oold  water  it 
is  swoet  and  good,  and  if  it  woro  oallod  something 
besides  chub  it  would  bo  relished  by  people  who  now 
turn  up  their  noses  at  ohub.  I am  glad  to  find  that  a 
fish  so  game  as  the  ohub  oil  tho  hook  lias  fair  table 
qualities.  A.  N.  Cheney,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
(dons  Falls,  U.S.A. 


August  25,  1894] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


193 


CONTENTS. 


Yorkshiro  Angling  Resorts  193 

A Disappointing  Season 193 

A New  Ground-Bait  Box 194 

Angling  In  and  Around  London  in  the  First 

Three-Quarters  of  tie  Century 195 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout — Autumn  Fisheries  and 

Autumn  Angling 19(5 

Scotch  Notes  197 

Cold  Tea  (Pootry)  198 

Reports  from  Rivers  198 

Reports  from  Clubs 201 

Jottings  by  the  Way  204 

Provincial  Notes  206 

Correspondence  209 


NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. 

Terms  of  Subscription* 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  . ...  10s.  6d. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

AdvertUementl* 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphio  Address— "RIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


Jtojjittj  aj-ette 

with  which  is  incorporated 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  25th,  1894. 


YORKSHIRE  ANGLING  RESORTS. 

By  Francis  M.  Walbran. 

Before  I conclude  my  description  of  the 
“bonny  bright  Yore”  I must  correct  one  or  two 
typographical  errors  which  crept  into  my  la9t 
article  owing  to  my  absence  from  home  when  the 
proofs  arrived.  “Coon  Bridge”  should  read 
Cover  Bridge,  “ Markham  ” should  read  Masham, 
and  “ Mr.  Cherice,”  Cherici.  As  I remarked 
before,  there  are  not  many  trout  in  the  Yore  at 
Ripon,  but  what  there  are  run  above  the  average 
size.  Just  below  the  lofty  railway  viaduct  which 
spans  the  river  I remember  killing  a brace,  some 
fqurteen  years  ago,  that  weighed  31b.  lOoz.  It 
was  on  a lovely  June  evening,  and  as  there  was 
a nice  clearing  water  I strolled  down  with  my 
rod  for  an  hour’s  fishing.  There  is  a row  of 
willow  bushes  at  the  place  named,  and  just 
behind  them  I hooked  the  first  fish  ; he  dashed 
down  stream  like  a rocket,  and  not  being  wading 
I had  to  run  along  the  bank  to  keep  pace  with 
him;  when  landed  I found  he  weighed  lib.  lOoz. 
I went  hack  again  to  the  place  where  I hooked 
him,  and  the  very  first  throw  had  his  mate, 
which  also  duly  came  to  the  net;  the  weight 
of  the  second  fish  was  21b.  exactly;  they  were 
the  two  most  handsome  trout  I ever  killed 
on  the  Yore.  Just  below  Ripon  the  Skell 


enters  the  main  river,  and  from  that  point  down 
to  Hewiek  Bridge  are  some  splendid  streams  full 
of  grayling.  At  Bishop  Monkton  the  innkeeper 
has  six  tickets  allowed  to  give  out  to  anyone 
staying  at  his  house.  The  fishing  is  very  good 
there,  and  of  a more  varied  character  than  higher 
up  the  river ; there  are  roach,  dace,  chub,  eels, 
pike,  grayling  and  a few  trout.  Wormald  Green 
is  the  railway  station  for  Bishop  Monkton,  and, 
as  no  more  than  six  tickets  can  be  issued  in  one 
day,  it  is  always  advisable  to  write  beforehand. 
Borobridge,  however,  is  the  favourite  station  for 
the  coarse  fishers  of  the  district,  but  I have 
heard  rumours  concerning  the  formation  of  a 
club  there,  so  the  fishing  there  may  probably  be 
curtailed  in  the  near  future.  Considering  the 
number  of  anglers  from  Leeds,  and  other  places, 
that  repair  daily  to  Borobridge,  it  is  really 
wonderful  where  all  the  fish  come  from,  and  if  it 
was  properly  attended  to,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  water  would  improve  greatly.  So  much  for 
the  Yore,  which  I consider  the  purest  river  in 
the  whole  county.  From  the  Moorcock,  above 
Hawes,  down  to  below  Borobridge,  there  is  not  a 
single  case  of  pollution,  and  that  is  more  than 
can  be  said  of  hardly  any  other  Yorkshire 
river. 

Next  to  the  Yore  in  importance  as  an  angling 
river  comes  the  Wbarfe.  This  beautiful  stream 
rises  about  fifteen  miles  above  Kettlewell  on  the 
lower  green  slope  of  Cam  Fell  some  1300ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  sea ; its  source  is  very  insignifi- 
cant, and  consists  of  a few  rippling  rills  which 
unite  together  and  flow  down  past  Oughtershaw 
side.  Soon  after  this  point  Greenfield  Beck  flows 
in  on  the  right,  and  the  main  stream  assumes  a 
more  important  aspect.  Hubberholme  is  the  first 
important  village  that  you  arrive  at,  and  there 
may  be  seen  a chapel  dating  from  the  time  of  the 
Conquest.  Buckden  comes  next,  a little  village 
sheltered  among  the  hills,  which  stretch  far 
away  with  a graceful  curve  towards  Kettlewell, 
while  midway  on  the  east  lies  Starbotton,  noted 
for  its  lead  mines.  The  next  important  tributary 
is  the  Skirfare,  which  joins  the  main  river  a little 
above  Kilnsey  Cray.  This  stream  is  quite  as 
large  as  the  Wbarfe  itself,  and  the  natives  fre- 
quently disagree  as  to  which  is  the  main  river. 
Home  fishing  may  be  had  in  the  upper  portions  of 
the  Wharfe,  but  it  is  no  use  going  unless  the 
water  is  in  a right  condition;  the  chief  difficulty 
is  to  find  it  so,  for  it  runs  down  so  rapidly  that 
even  a telegram  hardly  serves  the  purpose.  The 
Kilnsey  Angling  Club  preserve  all  the  water 
below  Kettlewell  down  to  Netherside  Hall.  The 
clubhouse  is  the  Tennants  Arms,  which  is  a most 
comfortable  hotel.  The  rules  are,  however,  very 
strict ; for  instance,  none  but  members  can  fish 
the  worm  or  minnow,  and  if  four  members  are 
on  the  water  no  day  tickets  can  be  obtained, 
although  the  price  charged  is  rather  stiff,  viz., 
5s.,  or  7s.  fid.  if  you  wade,  which,  except  in  coloured 
water,  is  a sine  qua  non.  I may  say,  however, 
that  thereare  few  better  lengths  of  trout  water  in 
England  than  this  portion  of  the  Wharfe,  in  proof 
of  which  baskets  of  forty  and  even  more  trout  are 
frequently  taken  in  a proper  condition  of  the 
water.  Above  the  falls  very  few  grayling  are 
found,  but  below  that  point  some  very  good  ones  are 
at  times  taken.  The  Gassington  water  comes  next, 
and  extends  through  the  picturesque  scenery  of 
Grass  Wood  down  to  Linton  stepping-stones.  lean 
thoroughly  recommend  this  length  to  the  atten- 
tion of  strangers.  Day  tickets  are  issued  at 
2s.  fid.,  and  there  is  abundance  of  both  trout  and 
grayling.  There  are  three  good  hotels  in  the 
place,  which  may  be  described  as  half  a town 
and  half  a village ; there  is  also  a hydropathic 
establishment.  The  next  seven  miles  is  strictly 
preserved  by  the  Burnsall,  Appletreewic-k,  and 
Barden  Angling  Club.  Day  tickets  are  issued  at 
5s.,  subject  to  certain  restrictions,  which  may  be 
learned  upon  application  to  the  Hon.  Sec.,  Mr. 
Geo.  Morrell,  12,  Albert-road,  Saltaire,  Shipley, 
York".  Barden  Bridge  is  the  bottom  limit  of 
the  club’s  water,  and  then  commences  the  length 
preserved  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  which 
may  be  fished  by  anyone  staying  at  either 
the  Devonshire  Arms  or  the  Red  Lion  at 
Bolton  Bridge.  There  is  altogether  about  four 
miles  of  water  flowing  through  Bolton  Woods, 
which,  for  picturesque  beauty,  will  compare  with 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Lovely 
streams,  eddying  fiats,  deep  pools,  constitute  the 
perfiction  of  trout  ar.d  grayling  water,  w bile  a 


combination  of  hanging  woods,  a perfect  wilder- 
ness of  ferns,  grasses,  and  rare  wild  flowers,  form  a 
perfect  paradise  for  the  lover  of  nature,  pure  and 
unadorned.  The  Strid  alone  is  worth  a visit. 
Here  it  was  that  the  Boy  of  Fgremond  met  with 
an  untimely  death  in  attempting  to  leap  the 
chasm  with  a leash  of  hounds. 

“ He  sprang  in  glee  ; for  what  cared  he 
That  the  river  was  strong,  and  the  rocks  were  steep  ; 
The  grey  hounds  in  tbe  leash  hung  baik, 

And  checked  him  in  his  leap. 

“ The  boy  is  in  the  arms  of  Wharfe, 

And  strangled  by  a merciless  force,' 

For  never  more  was  young  Romilly  seer, 

Till  he  rose  a lifeless  corse.” 

Many  more  have  emulated  his  example,  “ not 
wisely,  but  too  well,”  in  attempting  to  leap  from 
one  rock  to  another,  and  now  lifebuoys  are  huDg 
on  the  trees  close  at  hand,  so  as  to  be  ready  in 
case  of  an  emergency. 

Only  artificial  fly  is  allowed  upon  the  Duke’s 
length,  but  on  a good  day  an  expert  may  easily 
basket  from  twenty  to  forty  trout,  averaging,  say, 
about  three  to  the  pound. 

To  visit  Bolton  Woods  in  September  or  October 
is  a thing  to  be  remembered.  The  glorious  woods 
are  one  mass  of  crimson,  amber,  and  yellow, 
interspersed  here  and  there  with  the  sombre 
green  of  lofty  fir  trees.  Through  the  midst  flows 
the  crystal  river,  fretting  among  the  moss- 
covered  rocks  at  one  point,  then  sweeping  with 
an  undulating  current  through  a verdant  holm, 
and  after  that  rippling  over  the  golden  gravel 
with  joyous  song.  I have  sat  for  many  a happy 
hour  on  the  moss-grown  stones,  smoking  my  pipe 
and  listening  to  the  voice  of  the  birds  as  they 
flitted  from  tree  to  tree.  What  hanpier  life  could 
a man  live  ? I can  imagine  none.  From  about  half 
a mile  below  Bolton  Bridge  down  to  Addingham, 
the  river  is  in  private  hands,  or  rather,  clubs,  who 
grant  no  day  tickets,  and  then  the  llkley  Club 
water  commences,  and  extends  down  to  Ben 
Rhydding,  a distance  of  about  four  miles.  Day 
tickets  are  granted  on  this  length,  but  the  pur- 
chasers mu9t  sleep  in  the  town  of  llkley ; the 
price  is  5s.,  and  for  the  convenience  of  sojourners 
in  the  district,  a cheaper  rate  is  fixed  for  the  week 
or  month.  Below  the  town,  I regret  to  say,  the 
first  pollutions  commence ; “accidents,”  as  they 
are  called,  continually  occur  with  the  town 
sewage,  and  were  it  not  for  the  large  quantity  of 
fry  and  yearlings  turned  into  the  river,  the 
results  would  be  most  disastrous. 

From  the  iron  footbridge  at  Ben  Rhydding 
down  to  Otley  Bridge  no  fishing  is  obtainable; 
in  fact,  I may  say  from  that  point  to  Tadcaster, 
as  the  Otley  Club  issue  no  day  tickets,  members 
only  having  four  at  their  disposal  in  a season. 
No  club  ever  possessed  a mure  indefatigable 
secretary  than  this  one  does.  With  Mr.  Pratt  it  is 
a labour  of  love,  and  he  watches  as  carefully  over 
his  young  trout  as  a mother  does  over  her  first- 
born ; long  may  he  continue  to  do  so.  Coarse 
fishers  can  obtain  day  tickets  at  Tadcaster  for 
the  nominal  sum  of  Ci.  per  day,  and  an  expert; 
will  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  lack  of  sport; 
after  that  point  the  Wharfe  loses  its  interest  to 
the  angler.  We  will  next  review  the  Nidd  and 
Swale. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A DISAPPOINTING  SEASON. 

(Continued  f rom  page  170.) 

By  H.  S.  Marriott. 

Old  Ingebret  was  an  advanced  Socialist  in 
politics,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  all  the  burning 
topics  of  the  day.  Some  years  before,  when  the 
peasantry  were  turbulent  and  disaffected,  he  had 
been  the  leader  of  a band  of  kindred  spirits 
which  had  seized  the  house  and  the  property 
of  the  father  of  the  man  with  whom  I was 
staying,  and  for  some  few  weeks  he  gave  out 
that  when  the  property  of  tbe  landowners 
was  divided  up  amongst  the  oi  iro\xoi,  he 
should  expect  that  particular  section  as  Ins  share 
of  the  loot.  However,  law  and  order  were  before 
long  once  more  restored,  and  Ingebret  descended 
from  his  pinnacle  and  subsided  into  his  usual 
position.  To  all  steady  regular  work  he  had  the 
very  strongest  antipathy,  and  was  never  known 
to  earn  a day’s  wage  by  ordinary  industry  unless 
compelled  thereto  by  dire  necessity.  But  as  to 
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anything  connected  with  fish  and  fishing,  that 
was  a very  different  matter.  A most  successful 
and  indolatigablo  poachor,  1 beliovo  lie  knew 
pretty  well  ovory  big  fish  in  the  river  by  sight, 
was  novor  tired  of  managing  a heavy  boat  in  a 
strong  stream,'  and,  unlike  many  boatmen,  i I’  ho 
saw  fish  rise  yards  and  yards  away  was  always 
sure  to  bring  you  carefully  over  the  right  spot. 
Flo  had  been  my  boatman  for  many  years,  and 
(|uoor  unscrupulous  old  rascal  as  ho  was,  I liked 
old  Ingebret,  and  bolievo  that  he  returned  the 
fooling.  With  all  his  want  of  principle  in  largo 
matters  ho  was  perfectly  honest  in  little  things, 
and  1 could  leave  all  my  tackle  and  even  tho 
whisky  flask  in  his  charge  with  perfect  security. 
Like  his  costume  he  was  a singular  mixture. 

In  answer  to  my  inquiry  as  to  fishing  pros- 
pects, he  replied  : “ There  are  plenty  of  fish,  but 
they  won’t  bo  caught.”  “ How  do  you  know  r1  ” 
“Oh!  I have  been  sotting  lines  and  can’t  get 
them,  only  got  two  or  three  all  last  week.”  Not 
encouraging  this. 

T found  the  other  Englishman  had  started 
down  stream;  I therefore  determined  to  work  up, 
and  to  try  a place  where  the  river  for  some  few 
yards  narrowed  considerably  and  then  debouched 
into  a wide  and  rather  shallow  lagoon.  Here  I 
knew  from  experience  that  grayling  as  well  as 
heavy  trout  were  in  ordinary  years  to  be  caught 
in  considerable  numbers.  We  had  the  best  part 
of  a mile  to  row  before  reaching  this  favourite 
cast,  and  I had  time  to  observe  the  water  and 
take  mental  stock  of  the.  situation.  The  first 
thing  that  caught  my  eye  was  an  innumerable 
crowd  of  large  Olive  Duns  floating  down  the 
stream ; they  were  far  and  away  the  largest 
specimens  of  the  kind  I had  ever  seen,  and 
almost  as  big  as  a small  May-fly,  and  just  about 
as  thick  on  the  water  as  that  insect  itself  is  at 
times  on  the  Kennet.  Fish  were  rising  at  them 
all  over  the  water,  but  not  greedily,  more  like 
fish  that  had  already  breakfasted  well  and 
lunched  well.  I saw  at  once  why  Ingebret  and 
others  had  of  late  been  unsuccessful.  “How 
long  has  the  fly  been  up,  Ingebret  ? ” 

“About  a week.  I never  saw  them  so  thick 
before,”  he  replied. 

I did  not  put  my  rod  together  till  we  reached 
the  little  grassy  clearing  in  the  pine  forest, 
through  which  the  here  narrower  river  flowed 
quickly  by.  At  this  spot  the  fly,  like  the 
stream,  was  concentrated  into  a small  space, 
and  it  was  pretty  well  a matter  of  impossibility 
to  make  a cast  without  the  line  falling  on 
some  half  a score  or  so  of  these  multitudinous 
Olives.  I searched  my  stock  of  flies  over  and 
over,  and  could  find  nothing  that  would  pass  for 
even  a decent  imitation  of  the  all  prevailing  fly. 
However,  I could  see  the  fish  were  there  as  thick 
as  ever,  and  I thought  it  would  be  odd  indeed  if 
I could  not  catch  a decent  bag  with  some  of  my 
old  favourite  patterns.  First  and  foremost  came 
the  March  Brown,  that  most  useful  fly  for  Nor- 
way, and,  waiting  till  I saw  a heavy  fish  rise  well 
within  shot,  I sent  one  of  these  floating  quietly 
and  steadily  over  the  nose  of  the  rising  trout. 
Not  a bit  of  it.  I tried  him  again  and  again  with 
the  same  result ; then  the  same  fly  wet — no 
better.  And  so  it  went  on  ; fish  rising  all  round 
me,  but  not  a single  one  could  I hook.  I confess 
it  was  very  aggravating,  and  the  blessings 
bestowed  upon  the  too  obtrusive  Olive  were  few 
and  far  between.  At  last  in  despair  I put  up  a • 
large  Zulu,  as  being  more  unlike  the  fly  than 
anything  I knew.  This  time  the  change  had  been 
really  for  the  better,  and  a 2^1b.  grayling  was 
soon  on  the  bank.  Still,  fish  as  hard  as  I could, 

I only  managed  to  basket  some  three  or  four 
grayling,  and  yet  I venture  to  say  that,  if  only 
that  confounded  Olive  had  been  a little  less  thick 
on  the  water,  I should  have  caught  some  fifteen 
to  eighteen  heavy  fish  before  I turned  my  back 
on  the  narrows. 

By  about  G p.m.  the  light  north  wind  had 
completely  died  away,  and  every  tree  and  crag 
was  reflected  in  the  mirror-like  surface  of  the 
water  with  almost  startling  fidelity.  Small  as 
my  chance  of  sport  had  been  before,  it  now 
became  less,  and  we  rowed  slowly  and  sadly 
homewards,  but  hoping  to  tie  before  morning 
something  that  might  pass  muster  with  the  at 
present  far  too  fastidious  fish. 

At  the  boathouse  was  the  other  fisherman, 
then  a stranger  to  me,  but  now  a friend  of  some 
years’  standing,  in  whose  company  I have  since 


fished  many  a remote  lake  and  stream.  On 
comparing  notes,  I found  his  experience  coin- 
cided wibh  my  own,  and  that  the  fish  were  about 
as  hard  to  catch  as  Hampshire  trout.  But  most 
discouraging  of  all,  was  the  fact  that  although 
ho  could  tie  an  excellent  fly,  ho  was  nevertheless 
unable  to  hit  oil  the  exact  combination  of  form 
and  colour  requisite  to  pass  for  tho  natural  insect 
now  so  thick  on  the  water. 

That  night  wo  smoked  many  pipes  in  consul- 
tation on  the  difficult  question  how  to  deceive 
tho  overfed  fish,  and  before  bedtime  we  concocted 
some  flies  which  we  considered  good  enough  to 
tempt  tho  wiliest  trout  or  grayling  that  had  ever 
gorged  itself  in  Scandinavian  waters,  and,  per- 
fectly' satisfied  with  the  appearance  of  our  handi- 
work we  turned  in,  vowing  tremendous  exploits  on 
tho  morrow. 

I found  my  friend  preferred  the  lower  water, 
so  after  breakfast  old  Ingebret  and  I started  to 
row  up  to  the  scene  of  our  disappointment  on 
the  previous  day.  It  was  a splendid  morning 
with  a light  breeze  blowing,  just  enough  to 
ruffle  the  water  without  making  it  a matter  of 
difficulty  to  observe  a rise.  On  our  way  up 
stream  their  melancholy  mew  called  my  attention 
to  a pair  of  buzzards  soaring  in  wide  circles  over 
the  narrow  forest-covered  valley,  whilst  as  we 
rowed  steadily  along  our  boat  from  time  to  time 
disturbed  family  parties  of  wigeon,  mallard,  and 
scaup,  which  often  at  first  took  flight,  as  if  for 
the  great  lake  above,  and  then  turned  and  came 
back  over  our  heads  at  a rate  which  would  have 
put  the  skill  of  a good  driving  shot  to  a heavy 
test.  In  front  of  us  I could  see  the  long  necks  of 
two  divers  as  they  turned  their  heads  from  side 
to  side,  to  all  appearance  observing  in  what 
direction  they  could  with  the  greatest  safety 
make  their  long  dive,  whilst  a frightened  brood 
of  mergansers  splashed  and  flapped  away  up 
stream,  like  a toy  fleet  of  miniature  paddle-boats. 

Jost  below  the  narrows  we  were  making  for,  I 
caught  sight  of  a gleaming  bright  object,  rising 
and  falling  with  the  ripple  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  which  proved  to  be  a large  dead  fish,  a 
“ sik,”  as  the  Norwegians  called  it,  or  coregonus 
of  some  species.  It  weighed  41b.,  and  was  a very 
handsome,  bright,  silvery  fish,  apparently  killed 
by  some  injury  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  most  likely 
caused  by  the  bite  of  an  otter  or  huge  pike. 
When  fly-fishing  I have  only  once  caught  a 
“ sik,”  and  that  was  many  years  since  in  a little- 
frequented  river  in  Sweden,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  they  are  abundant  in  many  parts 
of  Norway  and  Sweden,  they  are  very  rarely 
taken  except  in  the  nets.  Perhaps  this  may  be 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  they  have 
remarkably  little  mouths,  hardly  large  enough  to 
admit  any  but  the  very  smallest  hook.  The 
“ sik  ” is  an  excellent  fish  for  the  table,  and  this 
particular  one  was  so  fresh  that  old  Ingebret  at 
once  declared  his  intention  of  eating  it  for  supper. 

I believe  that  five  or  six  species  of  coregoni  are 
found  in  Scandinavia,  some  of  them  reaching  a 
weight  of  six  or  seven  pounds.  Whether  or  no 
any  of  these  are  identical  with  our  British  vendace, 
or  gwyniad,  I am  uncertain. 

On  landing,  I set  to  work  with  our  high  art 
Olives,  but,  alas ! the  fish  had  small  opinion  of 
our  skill  as  artists  in  flies,  and  ne’er  a one 
could  I hook.  The  confounded  natural  flies  were 
just  as  thick  as  ever  on  the  water,  and  nothing 
else  would  do.  I soon  tired  of  working  for  un- 
willing fish,  and,  re-embarking  in  our  boat,  we 
poled  our  way  up  some  rapids  to  a large  circular 
pool,  in  places  of  great  depth,  but  with  a long 
shallow  in  its  centre,  over  which  I had  frequently 
caught  heavy  trout.  Here  the  fly  was  not  quite 
so  thick,  and  consequently  the  fish  were  more 
inclined  to  honour  me  with  some  little  attention, 
and  by  the  time  we  turned  the  boat’s  head  down 
stream  I had  pretty  well  filled  my  creel,  mostly 
with  trout,  the  heaviest  of  which  was  very  nearly 
lllb.  All  these,  weighing  together  a trifle  over 
201b.,  were  caught  with  the  Zulu  or  Red  and 
Teal. 

Moderate  though  this  success  was  it  was  yet 
sufficient  to  put  us  into  better  spirits,  and  we 
hoped  that  we  should  yet  emulate  the  deeds  of 
past  and  better  seasons,  and  again  average  1101b. 
to  401b.  a day  to  a rod.  Unluckily,  however,  it 
proved  merely  a flash  in  the  pan,  and  for  tho 
next  ten  days  our  bags  never  rose  above  151b., 
and  more  generally  we  wero  obliged  to  contont 
ourselves  with  a meagre  101b.  or  121b. 


One  redeeming  feature  was  the  entire  absence 
of  small  fish.  1 doubt  if  either  of  us  caught  one 
under  a pound,  and  the  bulk  of  them  were  21b. 
and  upwards.  Stili,  there  was  a great  falling  off 
from  many  former  years,  and  for  me  the  season 
ended  as  it  had  begun — in  disappointment.  But 
after  all,  it  was  a very  enjoyable  time,  and  the 
recollections  of  tho  fine  scenery,  the  fragrant  pine 
forest,  tho  glorious,  deep,  strong  flowing  river, 
dirppled  with  the  rings  of  the  rising  fish,  and 
down  which  from  time  to  time  came  echoing  tho 
merry  whistle  of  the  wigeon  or  the  weird  cry  of 
the  diver,  all  these  went  far  to  efface  our  grudge 
against  the  trout  and  grayling  which  were  too 
crafty  to  fall  victims  to  our  efforts,  and  still 
cause  both  my  friend  and  me  to  look  back  with 
feelings  of  pleasure  to  the  time  we  spent  on  the 
banks  of  a good  river  in  a bad  season. 


A NEW  GROUND-BAIT  BOX. 


Ma.  Wilcox,  tackle  dealer,  of  Snow  Hill, 
Wolverhampton,  has  patented  a device  for  plumb- 
ing the  depth  with  ground-bait.  Of  course,  to 
fish  successfully,  it  is  necessary  to  find  the  dis- 
tance from  the  float  to  the  bottom  of  the  water. 
The  instrument  hitherto  brought  into  requisition 
for  this  purpose  has  been  the  familiar  leaden 
plummet,  made  in  all  shapes  and  sizes. 

In  the  hands  of  many  anglers  the  use  of  the 
plummet  means  the  scaring  of  the  fish.  Many 
there  are  who  can  effectually  find  the  bottom 
without  such  an  undesirable  result,  but  who, 
after  making  the  swim,  proceed  to  bombard  the 
fish  with  balls  of  ground-bait.  In  many  instances 
the  said  “balls  of  bait”  are  deposited  entirely 
out,  of  the  swim  that  has  been  plumbed.  For 
fishing  with  the  roach  pole  and  tight  line  in  such 
rivers  as  the  Thames  or  Yare,  ground-bait  is  of 


very  little  use  unless  quietly  placed  in  the  swim. 
This  may  be  done  by  squeezing  a piece  of  bait 
round  the  plummet  and,  when  “ in  position,” 
quietly  shaking  it  off. 

A glance  at  Mr.  Wilcox’s  “ bait  boxes,”  which, 
we  are  told,  are  being  made  in  three  qualities, 
shows  the  contrivance  “ full  ” and  “ empty.”  By 
placing  the  hook  in  the  cork  the  full  box  may  be 
lowered,  but  upon  reaching  the  bottom,  the 
weight  of  the  bait  is  sufficient  to  cause  it  to  be 
“ returned-  empty.”  It  is  most  decidedly  an  in- 
genious invention,  and,  if  made  in  larger  sizes, 
would  be  admirably  adapted  for  depositing 
gentles  or  chopped  worms  in  a swim  when 
desired. 

For  fishing  in  the  Nottingham  style,  the  old- 
fashioned  plan  of  dropping  the  bait  at  the  back 
of  the  punt  and  “ floating  down  ” with  the  stream, 
the  patent  bait  box  would  be  useless.  Devotees 
of  the  roach  pole  and  tight  line,  however,  should 
certainly  invest  the  modest  sum  of  2d.  in  the 
purchase  of  this  latest  addition  to  the  bottom 
fisher’s  impedimenta. 


Newport  is  the  summer  resort  described  in  tho 
August  Scribner.  The  author,  W.  C.  Brownell, 
has  known  the  neighbourhood  from  his  boyhood, 
and  writes  of  it  with  rare  sympathy  and  descrip- 
tive power.  The  illustrations  are  by  W.  S. 
Vanderbilt  Allen,  who  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  social  life  of  Newport. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
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ANGLING  IN  AND  AROUND  LONDON 
IN  TBE  FIRST  THREE-QUARTERS 
OF  THE  CENTURY. 


Pursuing  the  subject  of  “ cuts  ” into  the  Lea 
for  water  which  could  probably  be  obtained  else- 
where, there  can  be  little  doubt  that  sport  in  the 
Lea  fisheries  nearest  to  London  has  been  adversely 
affected  by  the  drain  on  the  head  of  water  by 
companies  supplying  the  metropolis  with  that 
necessity  of  existence.  Very  frequently,  as  in 
the  case  of  a well-known  fishery,  the  drain  com- 
plained of  is  carried  out  by  sudden  and  copious 
withdrawals  of  water,  converting,  say,  a good  6ft. 
swim  of  one  evening  into  a very  poor  one  of  3ft. 
or  so  by  the  next  morning.  If  the  fish  were  not 
carried  away  by  the  process,  it  certainly  prevented 
them  from  feeding  ; and  yet,  under  the  old  undis- 
turbed conditions  the  fishery  more  particularly 
referred  to  has  produced  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  all  kinds  of  Lea  fish,  many  of 
which,  preserved  in  cases,  were  on  view  at  the 
1892  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Westminster 
Aquarium. 

Other  sources  of  good  sport  now  lost  to  us 
were  the  East  and  West  India  Docks,  which, 
according  to  the  Rev.  J.  Martin,  in  1854,  abounded 
with  fish,  chiefly  roach,  bream,  and  perch.  The 
same  author  states : “ To  fish  in  any  of  these 
(docks),  an  order  must  be  obtained  from  the 
company,  signed  by  the  secretary,  or  by  some 
clerk  for  him  ; and  the  company  is  very  kind  in 
giving  orders  to  any  respectable  person,  if  he  first 
present  at  the  office,  Billiter-square,  a letter  of 
recommendation  from  some  respectable  merchant 
or  firm.  You  must,  however,  have  an  order  from 
a director  to  fish  in  the  Blackwall  Basin,  and  an 
order  of  more  weight  than  the  general  one  to  fish 
in  the  Import  Docks.  We  have  fished  in  them 
all  many  times,  and  had  very  good  sport,  taking 
bream  sometimes  upwards  of  31b.,  and  301b.  or 
401b.  'weight  of  roach  at  a sitting.” 

Still  further  eastward  of  these  docks,  the 
picturesque  little  River  Roding  provided  good 
near-at-home  sport  for  Londoners.  Salter  makes 
particular  mention  of  a famous  hole  in  this  river 
for  jack,  perch,  chub,  and  roach,  close  to  the 
right  hand  side  of  Red  Bridge,  near  Wanstead  ; 
he  also  states  the  same  portion  of  the  river  to  be 
good  for  jack  fishing,  as  well  as  one  of  the  few 
places  near  London  where  good  sport  with  tench 
could  be  obtained. 

Such  a very  rose-coloured,  and  doubtless  correct, 
account  of  the  stream  in  the  year  1816,would,  unfor- 
tunately be  wholly  inapplicable  to  it  now  ; and  so 
also  would  the  same  author’s  concluding  remarks 
on  the  Roding  : “ Allowing  for  its  breadth  and 
depth  of  water,  the  frequency  of  its  being  robbed 
by  poachers,  &c.,  few  waters  are  better  stored, 
and  there  are  many  good  fish  taken  out  of  it  by 
angling.  I have  seldom  met  with  larger  chub 
than  in  the  Roding,  or  finer  well-fed  jack  and 
pike.”  It  is  doubtful  if  even  poachers  pay  its 
lower  portions  any  attention  now. 

The  Surrey  Canal  Dock  is  another  grand 
fishery  now  closed  to  the  great  majority  of 
anglers  by  a prohibitive  annual  subscription 
in  place  of  the  ordinary  Is.  day  tickets.  Many 
writers,  from  Martin,  the  reverend  and  ancient, 
to  up-to-date  Wheeldon,  have  descanted  on  its 
sporting  resources  ; and  many  living  anglers 
think  longingly  of  happy  days  spent  upon  its  banks 
in  the  “ silver  ” age  of  daily  tickets. 

According  to  Martin  also  : “ The  Grand  Surrey 
Canal  did  extend  a good  many  miles  along  the 
country,  but  it  has  been  done  away  in  great  part 
for  the  railway,  and  is  now  in  detached  pieces, 
but  still  those  pieces  contain  a good  number  of 
fish,  jack  in  particular.  At  Croydon,  near  the 
Dartmouth  Arms,  there  is  a piece  of  considerable 
length,  containing  a good  number  of  jack,  which  is 
free  for  angling.  The  Anerley  Gardens,  in  the 
same  locality,  have  a fine  piece  of  water  in  them 
which  contains  a vast  number  of  tencb,  roach, 
perch,  and  jack — tench  in  particular,  which  run  a 
very  good  size,  and  will  feed  very  freely  in  the 
first  of  the  season  before  they  have  spawned.  In 
this  water  the  tench  take  gentles  more  freely 
than  any  other  bait.” 

Of  the  Camberwell  Canal,  Salter  mentioned 
that  it  was  stored  with  pike,  perch,  roach,  eels, 
and  some  carp  and  tench,  from  Camberwell  to 
Deptford ; and  recommended  to  the  troller  that 
portion  running  between  Kent  Road  and  Dept- 


ford Lower  Road.  What  remains  of  this  water 
is  now  known  generally  as  the  Surrey  Canal,  and 
although  it  still  contains  good  fish,  especially 
roach,  the  growth  of  the  metropolis  has  rendered 
its  surromndings  anything  but  attractive  to  the 
contemplative  angler — vastly  different  to  the 
outlook  in  Salter’s  days,  when  the  canal  wound 
through  cornfields  and  woods  to  Sydenham  Com- 
mon, affording  views  and  general  rural  scenery 
rarely  to  be  excelled,  and  much  retired  and 
pleasant  angling. 

Among  the  lost  fisheries  of  the  south  side  of 
the  Thames  must  be  reckoned  the  Ravensbourne, 
how  the  subject  of  local  complaint  on  account  of 
its  insanitary  condition,  and  the  ponds  on  Clapham 
Common.  Recrossing  the  Thames,  the  Brent  has 
to  be  numbered  with  the  deteriorated  waters  on 
that  side,  although  its  natural  resources  were 
sufficient  to  provide  excellent  sport,  if  kept  free 
from  the  poacher  and  polluter. 

The  Hyde  Park  Serpentine  may,  perhaps,  be 
more  fitly  described  as  a closed  rather  than  a 
lost  fishery,  for  what  London  angler  can  read  the 
following  account  of  it  by  Martin  without  hoping 
that  such  a fine  piece  of  water  may  be  once  more 
opened  for  his  sport  ? “ The  Serpentine  River 

abounds  with  fish,  bream  in  particular,  and  in  the 
summer  will  afford  the  angler  abundance  of 
sport,  if  he  get  into  a quiet  place  and  fish  it 
properly,  using  either  gentles  or  paste  for  bait. 
Then  there  is  the  water  in  the  Kensington 
Gardens,  which  contains  bream,  roach,  and  perch, 
and  where  a great  number  may  be  taken,  if  you 
keep  out  of  sight,  and  can  get  other  persons  to 
do  the  same.  But  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  at 
all  such  places  as  these  a loDg  rod  is  very 
necessary,  as  the  fish  will  not  come  very  near  to 
the  side.”  Evidently  the  Rev.  Martin  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  effective  Nottingham  method 
of  angling  under  the  conditions  he  describes. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  trace,  if 
any,  remains  at  Stanmore,  ten  miles  from  London, 
of  the  two  or  three  ponds  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  village,  which  Salter  stated  to  be  well  stored 
with  perch,  tench,  &c.,  “particularly  the  one 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Spring  Pond,  so  called 
from  being  chiefly  supplied  by  a neighbouring 
spring  of  exceeding  fine  water  ; this  pond  is  of  a 
considerable  size,  free  from  weeds,  and  generally 
of  a clear  gravelly  bottom,  famous  for  breeding 
perch,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  thrive 
amazingly  fast;  there  are  also  some  fine  carp, 
eels,  &c.” 

Can  the  piece  of  water  mentioned  by  the  same 
author  in  the  following  terms  be  the  now  well- 
known  Elstree  reservoir  ? “ On  Aldenham 

Common,  about  a mile  north  of  Stanmore,  and 
near  the  little  village  of  Elstree,  the  angler  will 
find  a large  deep  piece  of  water,  into  which 
Aldenham  Brook  empties  itself,  and  which  extends 
across  the  common  a considerable  distance.  It 
was  intended  to  supply  some  streams  or  canals 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from  its  depth  the  fish 
are  in  a great  measure  preserved  from  poachers  ; 
it  is  very  well  stocked  with  perch,  carp,  dace, 
gudgeons,  and  eels.” 

Salter  also  mentions  a cluster  of  ponds  near 
Epping  Forest,  which,  if  even  now  to  be  found  at 
all,  are  not  probably  “ abounding  with  large  carp 
and  eels,”  nor  will  the  large  piece  of  water  near 
the  Golden  Eagle  of  Snaresbrook  now  be  found 
“a  subscription  water,  stocked  with  jack,  pike, 
carp,  eels,  &c.” 

With  regard  to  the  Thames,  we  know  from 
Walton  that  “ great  roaches  ” were  to  be  taken 
about  and  below  London  Bridge;  and  even  in 
the  early  part  of  this  century,  according  to  Salter, 
very  fine  roach  were  taken  at  low  water,  under 
and  about  the  bridges  at  Kew,  Putney,  Battersea, 
Westminster,  and  Blackfriars,  by  angling  from 
boats,  which  could  be  hired  for  one  shilling  per 
hour. 

It  is  curious  to  note  in  passing,  that  in  referring 
to  angling  higher  up  the  Thames,  at  Richmond, 
Salter  states  : “ Brown,  the  boatman  of  this  town, 
is  very  attentive  to  the  lovers  of  angling,  and 
reasonable  in  his  charges.”  Could  this  worthy 
have  been  an  ancestor  of  burly,  bearded  Kit 
Biown,  the  professional  fisherman,  still  living 
and  flourishing  at  Richmond  ? The  Rev.  Martin, 
too,  gives  names  of  puntsmen  at  Richmond  and 
further  up  river,  which  are  familiar  to  readers  of 
weekly  reports  of  Thames  fishing  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  For  instance,  he  gives  Platt,  Howard, 
and  Brown,  at  Richmond,  Coxen  and  Son  at 


Twickenham,  Kemp  and  Baldwin  at  Teddington, 
Benn,  Davis,  and  Milbourne  at  Hampton  Court. 
Truly,  anglers  are  born  rather  than  made,  and 
hereditary  instinct  for  the  sport  appears  to  have 
stereotyped  in  some  of  those  families  a particular 
means  of  living,  in  spite  of  multifarious  other 
outlets  for  industry  which  have  sprung  up  of  late 
years. 

So  far,  with  more  or  less  completeness,  an 
account  has  been  given  of  what  angling  near 
London  used  to  be.  What  it  will  be  within  the 
next  ten  years  rests  very  much  with  London 
anglers  themselves  ; and  in  that  direction  it  must 
be  confessed  with  regret  that  the  outlook  is  none 
too  promising.  The  need  for  some  action  to 
prevent  further  deterioration  of  near-at-home 
waters,  and  to  bring  about  the  opening  of 
other  waters  in  parks,  &c.,  as  yet  closed  to 
the  rod,  has  been  chiefly  recognised  by 
anglers  to  whom  a long  railway  journey  with  the 
rod  is  not  a very  serious  question.  The  average 
London  angler,  however,  for  whom  the  pursuit  of 
the  sport  involves  some  care  and  anxiety  on  the 
important  subject  of  how  to  make  ends  meet, 
has  his  thoughts  still  too  intently  fixed  on  the 
prize  list,  and  relies,  for  the  most  part,  upon 
extended  railway  privileges  to  make  amends  for 
loss  of  sport  occasioned  by  the  action  of  riparian 
owners,  conservancy  boards,  polluting  manufac- 
turers and  townships,  steam  launches,  swans,  &c. 

While  admitting  that  some  change  and  loss  of 
sport  was  inevitable  in  the  making  of  the  greatest 
city  in  the  world,  it  must  be  urged  on  the  other 
side,  that  much  has  been  lost  which  might  have 
been  retained ; still  more  might  be  regained,  and 
more  yet  added  to  the  present  meagre  list  of 
near-at-home  angling  resorts.  There  must  be 
thousands  who,  having  spare  hours  in  the  morn- 
ing or  evening,  would  appreciate  angling  even 
of  the  most  humble  description  in  the  public 
parks,  the  waters  of  which,  in  many  cases,  already 
contain  a good  stock  of  fish.  Why  cannot  anglers, 
as  forming  part  of  the  public,  be  considered  in  this 
matter  ? It  is  an  unjust  reflection  on  our  craft 
to  contend  that  angling  in  the  parks  would  be 
attended  with  more  danger  and  inconvenience  to 
the  general  public  than  the  cricket,  football,  and 
other  recreations  already  countenanced  by  the 
authorities.  Surely  spaces  could  be  marked  off 
on  the  banks,  or  even  on  the  islands  of  some  park 
waters,  Victoria  for  instance,  and  apportioned 
for  stated  days  in  order  of  application,  as  cricket 
pitches  now  are.  Such  a course  would  afford 
to  many  much-needed  opportunites  of  mastering 
the  more  mechanical  operations  of  angling,  such  as 
casting  a ledger  or  throwing  a fly,  which  could  be 
be  indulged  in  without  risk  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  long  summer  days ; while  many  of  the  park 
waters  could  be  made  to  afford  good  winter  jack 
fishing.  Besides,  whether  we  obtained  good  or 
bad  sport  under  the  conditions  proposed,  the 
public  and  the  authorities  would  thus  be  made 
familiar  with  anglers  as  a body  to  be  reckoned 
with  aDd  considered  ; which  is  far  from  being  the 
case  now. 

Reviewing  the  question  in  , all  its  bearings,  it 
seems  that  the  most  urgent  requirement  for  the 
attainment  of  the  objects  indicated,  is  the 
absolute  unity  of  London  anglers,  a subject 
which  has  recently  been  revived  in  the  corre- 
spondence columns  of  the  F.  G.  At  present  we 
metropolitan  anglers  resemble  the  caged  animals 
at  the  Zoo  in  possessing  an  abundance  of  strength, 
but  lacking  means  of  employing  it  effectively.  It 
is  probable  that  the  County  Council,  as  at  present; 
constituted,  only  needs  a properly  made  request 
on  the  part  of  anglers  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
for  bringing  back  good  fishing  to  the  Lea 
adjoining  the  Hackney  Marshes,  as  well  as  to 
throw  open  the  waters  of  the  parks  under  their 
control ; but  to  deal  effectively  with  the  undue 
drain  of  water  from  the  Thames  and  Lea,  with 
the  steam-launch  nuisance,  with  the  polluters, 
annexers,  &c.,  the  united  voice  and  strength  of 
London  Waltonianism  must  be  obtained  and 
employed. 

To  bring  about  this  much-to-be-desired  result 
these  papers  on  the  past,  present,  and  possible 
future  of  angling  around  London  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  fellow  sportsmen  by  Clayr  Kenwal. 


A salmon  weighing  601b.  was  caught  on 
Tuesday  morning  last  (Aug.  21)  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Spey. 
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An  tho  above  heading  may  servo  to  indicate, 
my  object  in  writing  nt  tlio  present,  time  is  to 
give  some  information  concerning  salmon  and  sea 
trout  fisheries  and  fishing  in  Scotland  in  the 
autumn — more  particularly  early  in  the  autumn — 
to  those  of  your  readers  who  in  view  of  personally 
taking  a fishing  holiday  north  of  tho  Border  may 
desire  to  know  somewhat  more  fully  about  the 
range  of  waters  in  heart  or  season  now,  or  very 
soon  hereafter.  But  as  I judge  it  will  be  quite 
understood,  having  in  view  the  scope  and  magni- 
tude of  the  subject,  that  my  remarks,  all  crammed 
into  ono  brief  paper,  can  bo  little  better  than 
fragmentary,  and  at  tho  best  but  merely  a 
summary. 

Before  referring  to  the  fisheries  separately,  I 
desire  fo  remark  that  naturally  the  sea  trout  is 
a fish  of  the  summer  and  very  early  autumn — as 
regards  its  ascent  or  desire  to  ascend  more  than 
four-fifths  of  the  principal  rivers  of  Scotland, 
mainland  and  island.  The  young  sea  trout — 
whitling  or  finnock — is  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
generally  a fish  of  the  summer  instinctively  and 
similarly  inclined  to 
run  inland,  although 
in  a good  many  waters 
it  is.  Accordingly  we 
find  about  the  present 
time  of  the  year  that 
the  adult  sea  trout 
fresh  come  in,  seeking 
to  ascend,  or  just  got 
into  the  fresh  water,  is 
not  generally  distri- 
buted, but  rather — 
wherever  numerous — 
about  wholly  confined 
to  a few  district  and 
island  waters  usually 
of  small  size  and 
promiscuously  dotted 
about — the  latest  sea- 
soned waters  of  the 
country  as  they  may 
be  called— which  have 
but  one  seasonal  migra- 
tion of  the  Sal  mo  trutta, 
and  are  ascended  by 
adult  and  adolescent 
both  together.  In 
nearly  all  waters  fin- 
nock come  on  at  least 
once  a year,  in  most  of 
the  larger  rivers  twice, 
and  it  is  noticed  in  con- 
nection with  all  short- 
seasoned  or  pu  rely 
summer  rivers — whose 
run  of  the  tdalmonidce 
is  strongest  in  July — 
that  if  they  do  not  appear  (as  a pronounced 
run)  along  with  the  adult  sea  trout  in  summer, 
the  beginning  of  their  run  is  delayed  until  the 
autumn  rains  begin  to  freshen  up  the  streams. 
In  the  long-seasoned  rivers  of  the  East  Coast 
they,  it  is  known,  run  in  greatest  strength  in  the 
autumn,  and  there  everywhere,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, they  seem  to  be  about  non-existent, 
while  the  run  of  the  adult,  of  fully-matured  sea 
trout,  which,  speaking  of  it  in  the  widest  scope, 
n strongest  in  June  and  July,  continues  in  any 
appreciable  strength. 

the  sea  netting  ends,  and  the  nets  go  off  most 
of  the  rivers  on  the  day  that  this  will  appear, 
and  with  them  off  the  fish,  it  is  obvious,  will  have 
every  chance  there  is  of  pursuing  their  way  inland. 

It  i ains  so  hard  and  steadily  in  many  districts  this 
autumn  that  the  belief  is  becoming  general 
that  if  fish  be  plentiful  inshore  the  great 
autumn  or  back-end  migration  will  come  on 
in  strength  unusually  early.  Although  forth- 
with the  weather  should  set  in  ever  so  dry 
there  cannot  now  until  some  time  after  the  nets 
give  up  tor  the  year  be  in  many  rivers  a too  low 
state  of  water  either  for  fish  running  freely  or 
anglers  having  sport.  At  present,  however, 
almost  everywhere  the  show  of  fish  is  rather  poor, 
and  this  with  some  does  not  tend  to  strengthen 
the  belief  that  tho  autumn  run  will  bo  stroma  on 


an  early  date.  But  it  must  be  taken  into  account 
that  for  a considerable  time  past,  tho  streams 
have  been  flooding  a great  deal,  and  this  as  is 
well  known  has  a tendency  to  lessen  tho  inclina- 
tion of  tho  fish  to  come  inshore  with  tho  object  of 
ascending.  I maybe  wrong,  but  for  reasons  which 
I hero  need  riot  detail,  and  which  at  any  rate 
would  occupy  too  much  space  if  made  to  be 
properly  understood,  I am  strongly  of  opinion 
that — whatever  like  the  angling  may  be,  and  that 
altogether  depends  on  conditions  at  the  time — 
generally  tho  strength  of  salmon  will  be  greater 
than  it  was  last  autumn,  but  yet  not  a good 
average  one;  that  there  will  be  a greater  than 
usual  head  of  late  and  delayed  grilse,  and  that 
(nearly  all  round)  both  sea  trout  and  finnock  in 
those  waters  which  are  in  season  for  them  will 
be  a “ heavier  crop  ” than  they  were  in  1893.  As 
for  better  sport — continuity  of  good  sport — that 
is  another  matter.  All  we  as  anglers  can  do  is  to 
wish  and  hope  and  pray  for  the  best ! 

In  dealing  with  the  fisheries  in  a less  general 
manner  and  taking  them  as  they  occur — working 
up  the  East  Coast  and  round  the  whole  country 
from  the  Tweed  — 1 hope  to  bring  out  more 
clearly  the  facts  I have  stated  above. 

For  angling  in  September  the  Tweed  from 
various  causes  is  now  one  of  the  least  certain  of  our 
autumn  rivers.  In  it  and  in  connection  with  it  the 


laws  of  Nature  have  been  grossly  violated  for  long 
years  past.  From  a splendid  fishing  and  fish  yield- 
ing river  right  through  the  year  from  the  middle 
of  spring,,  man’s  stupidity  and  cupidity  have 
turned  it  into  a late  autumn  river — and  practi- 
cally nothing  more,  so  far  as  angling  for  the 
migratory  Salmonidoo  goes.  Any  open  or  hotel 
fishings  along  its  course  are  too  far  inland  for 
early  autumn  angling. 

On  the  River  Forth  September  is  usually  one 
of  the  best  angling  months.  Sport  is  mainly  with 
grilse,  which  run  a good  fair  size.  There  are  one 
or  two  ticket  reaches  whereon  anglers  on  the 
knockabout  may  obtain  fishing  at  a reasonable 
figure. 

The  Tay  is  probably  the  earliest  of  all  the  true 
autumn  talmon  rivers,  and  its  fame  for  sport  and 
heavy  fish  is  known  far  and  wide.  On  it  there  is 
much  free  fishing  about  Perth,  and  there  are 
also  several  hotel  reaches  which  may  be  fished  by 
arrangement  with  the  hotel  keepers.  Both  the 
river  itself  and  its  tributary  the  Earn  are  about 
an  absolute  certainty  for  fine  sport  in  September. 
September  is  ’Pay’s  best  whole  month  for  autumn 
salmon  an  cling,  but  on  the  Earn,  at  least,  so  far 
inland  as  Crieff,  where  there  is  ticket  and  club 
water,  it  is  usually  in  October  that  tho  best 
continuous  sport  is  obtained. 

The  Fife  streams,  which  T should  have  referred 


to  after  the  Forth,  are  of  trifling  account  for 
salmon  and  grilse,  but  two  or  three  of  them  (and 
the  Eden  in  particular),  are  tolerably  good  for 
sea  trout  angling,  for  which  September  is  as  good 
a month  as  any. 

South  of  the  Esks  there  are  two  or  three  small 
streams  of  Forfarshire,  whose  fishing  for  sea 
trout  is  best  early  in  the  autumn  season. 

The  month  of  September  is  the  best  of  the 
whole  year  for  finnock  or  whitling  fishing  on  about 
all  tho  rivers  of  the  East  Coast  from  the  South 
Esk  to  the  Spey  inclusive.  And  (on  these 
waters)  the  sport  is  chiefly  had  on  the  tidal 
lengths,  and  the  lower  fresh  water  reaches, 
varying  from  two  or  three  to  ten  or  fifteen  miles 
inland  according  to  the  length  of  river  and  the 
facility  the  fish  have  for  ascent.  The  great  run 
of  adult  sea  trout  for  the  year  is,  however,  except 
in  the  cases  to  be  indicated,  about  wholly  past  in 
the  fisheries  in  question  before  the  month  of 
September. 

The  South  Esk  is  a splendid  finnock  water  in 
its  lower  lengths,  to  fish  which  anglers  may  obtain 
tickets  from  the  Messrs.  Johnston,  Montrose. 
Its  sister  stream,  the  North  Esk,  is  bet.er  for 
salmon,  and  lots  of  large  sea  trout  are  taken 
from  it  in  September  by  those  who  try  it  with 
t he  worm  when  the  water  is  high  and  a bit  coloured. 
The  Messrs.  J ohnston,  the  lessees,  usually  let  a few 
tickets  which  invest 
their  holders  with  the 
right  to  fish  a nice 
little  productive  reach 
near  the  sea  for  any- 
thing that  can  be 
caught.  The  sport 
with  salmon  here  is 
some  years  very  good 
indeed  in  September. 
The  West  Water — a 
large  tributary  and 
practically  free — is  now 
giving,  and  generally 
gives  fine  sea  trout 
angling  in  September. 
Convenient  for  anglers 
fishing  this  stream 
there  is  a nice  hotel  at 
Edzell  which  has  a 
reach  of  the  main  river 
(North  Esk)  attached, 
which  occasionally 
does  well  in  Septem- 
ber, and  very  often  in 
October  gives  capital 
salmon  anglirig. 

The  bonnie  little 

Bervie  water  is  good 
for  sea  trout — large 
sea  trout  and  finnock 
after  a flood  ; and  it  is 
usually  in  September 
(if  the  weather  is  wet) 
that  there  is  most  sport 
obtained  on  it.  The 

C'arron  and  Cowie, 

farther  north  in  Kincardine,  are  still  smaller 

streams  and  of  little  angling  count. 

The  Dee  fishing  for  finnock  in  tideway  and  for  six 
or  seven  miles  inland  is,  as  a rule,  here  and  there 
remarkably  good  in  September.  Several  reaches 
are  free  or  nominally  free.  At  Heatheot,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Hydro.,  is  one  of  the  very  best 
finnock  reaches,  where  also  sport  with  salmon  is 
got — and  is  best — in  September  should  the  river 
keep  middling  low. 

The  tideway  of  the  Don  is  famous  for  finnock 
angling.  Quite  early  the  tickets  are  usually  all 
taken  up  for  the  year,  but  sometimes  for  the 
autumn  one  to  sub-rent  can  be  obtained  through 
the  lessee,  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  advocate,  of 
Inverdon,  Aberdeen.  At  Kintore  there  is  a fine 
reach  of  salmon  ticket  water  (cheap),  which  some 
years  does  well  during  the  latter  portion  of  Sep- 
tember; but  in  October  the  angling  on  it  is 
certainly  more  reliable. 

September  is  the  best  month  both  for  finncck 
and  sea  trout  in  the  Ythan  tidal — tho  expansive 
and  long  estuary  of  the  River  Ythan.  It  is  chiefly 
boat-fishing  here,  with  the  tube  and  by  trolling, 
but  when  conditions  are  right  it  is  remarkably 
good  and  reliable.  On  tributary  streams  of  tho 
Ythan — such  as  Bronie,  Blackwater,  Ebrio,  and 
Tarty,  sport  with  fresh-run  sea  trout — real  excel- 
lent sport — is  often  had  in  September  by  bait- 
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fishers  during  the  running  down  of  the  water 
after  a good  spate.  Lord  Aberdeen’s  facte  r 
gives  permission  to  fish  a great  length  of  the 
river  (well  inland)  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea 
trout.  Mr.  Lamond,  of  the  Station  Hotel,  Ellon, 
has  the  fishing  on  a stretch  which  is  free  to  his 
visitors.  Further  round  the  Aberdeenshire  coast 
are  the  Water  of  Philorth  and  the  Torr  of  Troup, 
both  which  are  finnock  and  sea  trout  streams — 
the  former  sometimes  very  good,  the  latter  rarely 
of  much  account. 

The  Deveron  often  is  first-rate  in  September 
for  salmon  angling.  The  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff, 
has  attached  the  Upper  Duff  House  water — a 
capital  reach,  and  at  Huntly  there  is  a very 
extensive  reach  of  free  water — free  through  the 
generosity  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon — which  is  now  well  protected  by  the 
local  angling  and  protection  association.  Already 
some  fair  sport  with  grilse  is  being  had  here, 
and  more  than  likely  September  will  be  a good 
month  this  year,  owing  to  the  prevalence  for 
weeks  past  of  good  round  waters,  which  are 
still  running.  September  is  best  for  sea  trout 
and  finnock,  and  October  for  salmon  and 
grilse. 

With  plenty  rain  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Water  of  Cruden  becomes  very  good  for 
sport  with  sea  trout  and  finnock.  On  this  stream 
the  Kilmarnock  Hotel  at  Port  Erroll  has  fishing 
rights  for  visitors,  and  has  attached  capital 
shooting  besides. 

The  Ugie  and  the  North  and  South  Ugies,  in 
an  autumn  when  rains  come  Copiously  and 
early,  are  fine  angling  streams  for  finnock 
(with  lots  of  sea  trout  of  a very  large  size). 
But  in  September  most  sport  is  got  on  the 
Ugie,  or  main  river,  to  fish  which  tickets  may 
be  purchased  from  Mr.  Ainslie,  factor,  Pitfour, 
Mintlaw. 

King  Edward  burn,  a tributary,  is,  in  its 
lower  lengths,  good  for  sea  trout  and  finnock  in 
the  “back-end,”  if  fished  with  bait  when  running 
down  after  a flood  ; and  the  same  may  be  said 
of  the  Boyndie  burn  beyond  Banff. 

The  Lossie,  near  Elgin,  is  a tip-top  finnock 
fishing  stream  in  September — always  when  in 
ply;  and  on  its  tideway  water,  and  just  inland 
from  it,  it  is  best  earliest. 

The  Spey,  as  everyone  must  know,  is  a grand 
autumn  salmon  angling  river,  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond’s fishery  on  it  being  for  the  “ back-end  ” the 
most  productive  rod  fishery  in  the  whole  kingdom. 
At  Craigellachie  there  is  a hotel  fishery,  which 
usually  fishes  best  in  September  for  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  is  then  not  amiss  for  finnock  and  sea 
trout  also.  The  Fiddoch,  a good  stream  for 
grilse  and  sea  trout — and  best  in  September 
after  a spate — runs  into  the  Spey,  close  to 
Craigellachie  Hotel ; visitors  have  the  right  to 
fish  it. 

Findhorn,  Nairn,  and  Ness  are  all,  if  in  ply, 
good  for  sport  with  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout, 
and  finnock  in  September,  which  is  their 
best  late-season  month.  There  is  ticket  water 
on  Findhorn,  ready  permission  for  parts  of 
Nairn,  and  a free  day  weekly  on  Ness.  Often 
the  sport  is  most  encouraging,  and  the  sea 
trout,  particularly  of  Findhorn,  are  grand  fish. 
The  free  day  on  the  Ness  last  week  resulted 
in  a big  take  of  fish — some  thirty  salmon  and 
grilse,  besides  galore  of  smaller  anadromous 
Salmonid.ee. 

After  passing  the  Ness,  and  until  the  Berridale 
is  reached,  all  the  rivers — except  minor  ones — 
are  quite  past  the  best  of  their  season  after  the 
end  of  August  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout 
alike.  But  there  still  under  favourable  con- 
ditions continues  to  be  had  a little  sport  on 
Conon,  Blackwater  and  tributaries,  Beauly  and 
tributaries,  the  Alness,  Kyle  of  Sutherland  and 
its  rivers,  the  Fleet,  Brora  (in  which  there  is 
some  autumn  salmon  angling  in  October,  and 
often  very  fine  sea  trouting  on  Loch  Brora  in 
September),  and  Helmsdale.  With  the  Berridale 
begins  a series  of  early  autumn  season  streams, 
including  in  addition  to  Berridale,  the  Dunbeath, 
the  Freswick,  the  Wester,  &c. — all  more  or  less 
good,  one  or  two  of  them  remarkably  good  for 
sport  in  September.  Then  the  “Far  North” 
coast  is  reached  and  presently  thereafter — as  the 
first  important  river — the  Thurso,  whose  season 
for  a migration  of  bright,  clear,  sound  fish  has 
about  entirely  gone  past  by  this  date. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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By  Mac. 

Almost  everywhere  salmon  angling  is  wretched 
in  the  meantime  ; and  it  is  not  for  lack  of  water 
either.  The  present  is  the  true  dead  season  for 
all  save  six  or  seven  of  the  few  hundred  salmon 
rivers  and  lochs  of  Scotland.  It  is  the  time  just 
at  the  end  of  the  angling  on  the  great  array  of 
summer,  and  before  the  sport  begins  in  earnest 
on  the  large  and  important  autumn  salmon 
rivers  — principally  of  the  East  Coast  and  the 
Solway.  

The  netting  season  closes  to-day  (Saturday) 
for  the  year,  in  connection  with  quite  four-fifths 
of  the  most  important  salmon  fisheries  north  of 
the  Tweed.  Generally  in  spring  it  was  unre- 
munerative,  but  in  midsummer  it  pulled  up  a 
bit,  owing  to  a good  supply  of  grilse  and  sea 
trout,  but  for  weeks  past  in  many  localities  it 
has  not  turned  out  well,  and  though  up  to  the 
last  hopes  have  been  entertained  of  a vigorous 
spurt — such  as  often  takes  place  just  before  the 
finish — all  hopes  have  been  dashed  by  the  pre- 
vailing heavy  waters,  and  the  season  ends  with- 
out a brave  flourish  to  cause  jubilation  amongst 
the  netsmen.  


The  grand  trout  of  Loch  Stennis,  in  Orkney, 
are  now  beginning  to  look  up.  Given  but  right 
angling  conditions,  and  excellent  sport  ought  to 
be  had  with  them  during  most  of  next  month. 


Rivers  of  the  East  Coast  that  are  in  proper 
season  just  now  for  sea  trout  are  the  Nairn,  Ness, 
Berriedale,  Langwell,  Dunbeath,  Freswick,  and 
Wester.  Of  these  the  Berriedale  is  the  only 
one  of  any  account  for  salmon  and  grilse 
angling,  and  it  is  private,  belonging  exclusively 
to  that  keen  and  successful  angler,  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland.  


A big  take  for  the  past  fortnight,  of  grilse,  sea 
trout,  brown  trout,  and  sea  fish  has  been  got  by 
anglers  fishing  from  the  Stafford  Arms  Hotel, 
Scourie,  Sutherlandshire. 


Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes  : “ The 
sport  this  last  week  on  the  Kyle  was  very  good, 
Col.  Butler  getting  ten  or  twelve  fish  a day, 
averaging  quite  141b.,  and  Mr.  Thomson,  London, 
had  the  same  average.  This  gentleman  fished 
the  sea  pools  the  other  day,  and  caught  four  sea 
trout  and  two  grilse,  91b.  The  chances  on  Loch 
Seahan  and  the  sea  pools  should  be  excellent  now, 
as  there  is  plenty  water  to  bring  the  fish  in. 
About  a score  sea  trout,  grown  quite  brown,  that 
had  gone  up  the  Dionard  in  June,  and  come  down 
with  the  late  spates,  were  got  in  the  Kyle  this 
week.  They  weighed  from  41b.  to  4Ub.  each.” 

An  Oban  friend  writes  : “ An  acquaintance 
took  a house  some  time  ago  in  the  Island  of  Lis- 
more,  and,  while  much  at  his  ease  there,  he  dis- 
covered that  Balnagown  Loch  (our  celebrated 
club  loch)  is  swarming  with  eels.  He  bought 
eel-traps  and  baited  them  with  fish  offal,  but  not 
an  eel  did  he  catch.  The  eels  did  not  even  touch 
the  baiting  he  put  down  some  short  way  off 
from  the  traps.  We  have  a notion  that  the  brutes 
destroy  the  fishing  to  some  extent,  and  so  should 
like  them  thinned  out  a bit.  Do  you  know  of 
anything  that  could  be  used  successfully  as  a 
bait?  or  what  means  could  you  suggest  to  catch 
them?”  Some  expert  eeler  might  very  kindly 
give  a wrinkle  or  two  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  next 
week.  

A year  of  unpaying  results  to  the  netsmen 
never  fails  to  accentuate  the  clamour  that  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland  are  in  a bad  way. 
Let  the  tacksmen  but  drop  money,  and  forthwith 
their  complaint  is  loud  and  long,  and  made  to  be 
heard  on  all  hands.  They  live  with  the  aim, 
which  is  forcibly  impressed  upon  us  they  believe 
is  their  right,  to  reap  the  whole  salmon  harvest 
of  the  ocean  and  the  rivers,  and  to  reck  not  or 
take  any  account  of  the  interests  of  others.  Ihus 
their  policy  is  an  utterly  selfish  one — grab  all ; 
and  prospectively  a most  ruinous  one— giving  to 
adequate  chance  to  the  reproductive  capacities  of 
the  inland  fisheries. 


This  has  been  a disastrous  salmon  year  for  the 
netters  in  many  quarters,  and  largely  they  are 
themselves  to  blame  for  it.  They  must  have  the 
ball  at  their  foot,  so  to  speak — they  have  had  it 
all  along,  and  they  have  done  with  the  fisheries 
pretty  much  as  they  wished.  Yet  though  they 
cannot  but  perfectly  well  know  and  be  convinced, 
they  will  not  admit — catch  them ! that  more 
their  own  doings  than  anything  else  have  brought 
what  disaster  upon  them  they  have  experienced. 
In  the  language  of  Holy  Writ— they  sow  the  wind 
and  they  reap  the  whirlwind.  The  bad  season 
of  this  year  sets  them  all  alive  for  agressive 
measures — to  move  for  more  powers,  and,  wonder 
of  wonders,  this  is  to  get  the.  netting  season 
curtailed,  and  extended  further  into  the  autumn. 
And  astonishing,  ridiculous  as  it  may  seem,  they 
are  aided  and  abetted  by  some  rod  fishers  of 
whom  better  things — and  a knowledge  sound 
and  practical  possessing  them  for  the  real 
of  the  fisheries — might  have  been  expected.  Well 
may  we  blush  to  own  that  even  to-day  anglers 
who  concern  themselves  so  much  with  sport  are 
so  unheeding,  so  negliaently  foreseeing,  concern 
themselves  so  little  about  matters  that  vitally 
affect  the  fisheries,  and  upon  which  that  most  im- 
portant of  all  things — an  increased  or  diminished 
take  of  fish  by  the  nets  and  rods — almost  entirely 
hangs.  

Good  sport  was  had  last  week  with  salmon  and 
grilse  on  the  Culag  Loch  and  River  Ivirkaig  by 
anglers  at  Loch  Inver  Hotel. 

The  Brora  autumn  migration  of  sea  trout 
which  affect  Loch  Brora — that  most  charming  of 
Highland  lochs — is  now  going  on,  and  some  tine 
sport  by  anglers  on  the  loch  has  already  been 
secured.  

Last  week’s  free  day  (Friday)  on  the  River 
Ness  was  a success,  the  “ locals  ” capturing 
thirty-three  salmon  and  grilse,  the  heaviest 
weighing  from  17^1b.  to  201b.  I he  best  take  by 
one  rod  was  five  fish  ; not  bad  for  one  day  of  free 
fishing.  

The  Craigellachie  Hotel  fishings  of  the  River 
Spey  usually  do  best  in  salmon  and  grilse,  and 
late  sea  trout  and  finnock  between  the  present 
date  and  the  end  of  the  rod  season  on  Oct.  15. 
Last  week  one  of  the  visitors  got  good  sport. 


The  River  Awe,  Upper  Orchy,  and  Loch  Shiel 
continue  to  afford  anglers  encouraging  sport  with 
salmon  and  grilse.  

Loch  Stack,  in  Sutherlandshire,  as  usual  for 
July  and  August,  has  given  a vast  deal  of  sea 
trout  angling  of  the  “ first  water.’  Overscaig 
Hotel  anglers  have  got  some  grand  baskets  of  sea 
trout  (with  an  occasional  salmon)  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Loch  More.  

The  Fifeshire  streams,  Eden,  Lsven,  Orr,  and 
Lochty,  have  off  and  on  of  late  fished  very  well  for 
yellow  trout,  and  the  Eden’s  lower  reaches  have 
yielded  a good  head  of  nice  sea  trout. 

Anglers  should  note  that  September  is  the 
pick  month  of  the  year  for  sea  trout  angling  in 
Shetland.  

Locii  Ranncch  has  a very  long  season.  It  fishes 
well — and  Well  until  very  late  over.  Even  yet 
anglers  are  obtaining  capital  sport  on  it. 


Lots  of  clubs  are  presently  holding  competi- 
tions on  Loch  Leven,  but  the  sport  being  met 
with  is  on  the  whole  very  poor  for  such  a crack 
angling  loch.  Only  it  must  be  taken  into  account 
that  very  unfavourable  weather  for  angling  is 
much  too  prevalent. 

The  late  season  salmon  have  begun  to  enter  the 
Solway  rivers,  amongst  others  the  Esk  and 
Annan,  and  many  of  them  within  the  last  ten 
days  have  been  secured  by  anglers.  The  herling 
and  sea  trout  have  not  taken  so  well,  the 
bad  lighting  conditions  and  generally  unsettled 
nature  of  the  weather  having  in  no  slight  degree 
militated  against  the  success  of  the  great  body  of 
anglers  enthusiastically  and  reso'utely  bent  on 
effecting  their  capture. 
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If — thoro  is  always  an  “if”-— the  woathor 
should  soltlo,  and  tho  wators  lino  down,  thoro 
ought  ton  days  honco  to  ho  a very  good  corn- 
raencoment  made  with  tho  autumn  salmon  angling 
on  tho  lower,  fairly  lower,  and  iniddlo  wators 
of  Spoy,  Deo,  Dovoron,  and  Tay,  and  on  tho 
nether  roaches  of  Don,  North  Bsk,  South  Esk, 
and  Findhorn  if — again  an  “ if  ”• — on  tho  netting 
season  ending,  fish  forthwith  commonco  to  run 
frooly. 


Presently,  in  tho  above  rivers  and  the  smaller 
ones  neighbouring  them  in  tho  same  districts, 
tho  autumn  migration  of  finnocks  has  commenced, 
but  in  what  strength  it  will  bo  impossible  to 
ascertain  until  the  volume  of  water  lessens 
considerably.  

However,  now  is  the  time  for  anglers  to  be  on 
the  look  out.  The  finnock  season  on  the  streams 
indicated  begins  anon.  It  begins  with  the  day 
the  nets  go  off,  and  with  conditions  auspicious, 
the  sport  improves  for  about  a month  onward. 
It  is  best  first  in  the  tideway  and  reaches  con- 
tiguous, and  as  time  wears  on  it  improves,  accor- 
ding to  freedom  of  waterway,  in  the  reaches 
further  inland,  but  in  not  a single  river  can  it  be 
depended  on  to  prove  good,  even  in  October,  at  a 
greater  distance  than  ten  or  twelve  miles  from 
the  sea. 


My  latest  from  the  Argyll  Arms  Hotel’s 
fishings,  Inveraray,  is  : “ To-day  Mr.  Leatham,  in 
Shira,  two  Dhuloch  trout  (81b.  and  3|lb.)  and  one 
grilse  (51b.),  and  lost  a salmon.  Mr.  Motherwell 
and  Mr.  Robb,  six  dozen  sea  trout  and  brown 
trout  on  Douglas.  Mr.  Bantock,  on  Aray,  two 
grilse  (31b.  and  41b.)  and  a sea  trout  (2£lb.).” 

On  Loch  Awe  the  angling  for  trout  is  now 
pretty  well  through  for  the  year,  and  even  the 
grilse — with  which  there  was  such  capital  sport 
some  weeks  ago — have  at  last  got  to  be  very 
dour.  The  ferox,  too,  have  become  very  stiff  to 
coax. 


Though  frequently  they  had  to  bear  with 
boisterous  weather,  Rhiconich  Hotel  anglers  were 
last  week  again  in  good  luck,  getting  some  very 
encouraging  sport  with  sea  trout. 


The  season  on  Don  and  Deveron,  Aberdeen- 
shire, for  fishing  by  all  true  sportsmen  for  the 
grand,  perfect-sporting  trout  is  at  last  about 
quite  past,  as,  apart  from  not  taking,  the  trout  in 
most  of  the  notable  reaches  now  begin  to  fall  off 
in  condition. 


Good  for  you,  “ MacKay,”  but  your  figure  for 
the  Drum  Castle  Dee  fishing  is  too  tall  by  a long 
way,  as  also  is  the  take  (wish  I had  got  it)  you 
credit  me  with  in  the  Feugh.  The  truth  is,  I had 
only  two  decent-sized  “ beasties;”  the  little  chaps 
I neither  counted  nor  took  with  me. 


Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms  Hotel,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen,  writes:  “The  week  just  ended,  with 
the  exception  of  Friday  and  Saturday,  has  been 
extremely  disappointing  alike  to  all  concerned, 
whether  on  the  moor,  the  river,  or  the  field.  To 
fish  was  practically  an  impossibility;  the  elements 
seemed  as  if  they  had  conspired  against  it. 
Despite  these  untoward  circumstances,  the 
weather  on  Friday  having  brightened  somewhat, 
fair  sport  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Andrew  Murray, 
of  Inverdon,  and  friend.  In  two  hours  and  a half 
they  creeled  a little  over  81b.  On  Saturday,  the 
■water,  although  still  much  discoloured,  was  in 
better  condition,  and  satisfactory  baskets  of  from 
71b,  to  171b.  were  obtained.  Fish  plentiful. 
With  seasonable  weather,  and  no  more  spates, 
good  sport  may  reasonably  be  expected  up  to  the 
end  of  September.  Favourite  lures  : Devonshires, 
tubes,  and  flies.  Fishing  the  Tarty  burn  in  a 
gale  on  Wednesday,  with  worm,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Carter  killed  a nice  newly  run  sea  trout,  22oz., 
and  several  smaller  ones.  Hotel  full  (golfers 
and  fishers),  and  intending  visitors  would  do 
well  to  advise  before  arrival.” 


The  Macintosh  writes  : “ Rain,  rain,  and 
nothing  but  rain ! Such  was  the  writer’s  ex- 
perience during  a briof  holiday  spent  on  the 
banks  of  the  Spey.  On  this  day  week  the 
weather  showed  signs  of  ‘ hardening,’  and  in 


company  with  a friend  I enjoyed  a thirty  miles’ 
drive,  and  was  thus  reconciled  to  stay  on  for  a 
few  days  longer,  in  tho  hope  of  the  ‘ hardening  ’ 
process  having  some  effect  in  improving  tho  state 
of  tho  water.  But  on  the  day  following  the  old 
state  of  matters  prevailed,  the  rain  coming  down 
in  ‘ bucketfuls,’  and  as  my  bairns  were  putting 
mo  ‘ in  the  shade  ’ with  the  result  of  their  efforts 
on  the  burns  with  their  hook  and  ‘bit  wormie,’ 
I saw  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  pack  up  and 
make  tracks  for  tho  granite  city  for  a day  or  two, 
carrying  away  with  me  the  memory  of  a not 
altogether  unpleasant  holiday,  excepting  (of 
course)  the  ‘fishy’  part  of  it.  However,  there 
is  every  indication  of  a revival  of  sport  when  the 
water  gets  into  order  again,  and,  with  an  angler’s 
unselfishness,  I hope  the  early  autumn  fishing 
will  recompense  those  who  stay  on.” 

Writetii  the  Mackay:  “ There  is  hardly  a 
scrap  of  news  from  either  moor  or  river,  espe- 
cially the  latter.  I have  not  heard  of  a single 
fish  having  been  got  now  for  a fortnight.  Of 
course,  few  have  been  trying  and  fewer  still 
caring  to  try  on  account  of  the  prevailing 
wretched  state  of  the  weather  and  water  added 
to  counter  attractions.  However,  the  autumn  fish 
are  creeping  up,  and  I expect  to  give  you  news 
before  the  end  of  the  month.  I hear  that  the 
late  Mr.  Irvine’s  trustees  are  wanting  £400  for 
the  Drum  water  for  the  back-end  fishing 
alone.  Tidy,  isn’t  it  ? Good  water,  but  this 
is  undoubtedly  a good  price  to  ask  for 
a few  weeks’  uncertain  salmon  angling.  The 
grilse  season  is  over.  It  has  been  the  best 
for  many  years  back,  and  with  the  small  average 
summer  waters  record  baskets  would  have  been 
made.  The  amount  of  hooked  and  lost  fish  has 
been  quite  proverbial.  Yet  they  were  there,  else 
they  would  not  have  been  hooked.  A good  grilse 
season  portends  a good  salmon  season  the  follow- 
ing spring.  Let’s  make  a note  of  it,  and  see.  By 
the  by,  I heard  you  had  one  rattling  good  day  of 
it  on  the  Feugh  lately,  losing  some  big  fish,  yet 
carrying  home  some  grilse  (one  of  3|lb.), 
innumerable  sea  trout,  and  a grand  basket  of 
yellows.  Like  your  luck.  Poor  me ! I have 
been  out  every  other  chance  off  since  February, 
and  only  had  one  fairly  good  day.” 


COLD  TEA. 


One  day  last  Easter  year  I chanced  to  try 
To  tempt  the  Dartmoor  trout  with  hackled  fly, 
But  vain  and  futile  all  my  efforts  proved, 

Throw  deftly  as  I would,  no  troutlet  moved. 

When  fishing  is  no  use,  ’tis  nice  to  feel 

Your  lunch  and  flask  are  safe  stowed  in  your  creel, 

With  pipe  and  pouch,  and  matches  or  fusees  — 

“ Nil  desperandum  ” with  the  help  of  these. 

Well,  all  these  aids  to  fisherman’s  behoof, 
Reposed  in  a bag  of  waterproof 
Brown  canvas,  hung  outside  my  creel — perhaps 
You  know  the  kind  of  thing — attached  by  straps. 

If  fish  won’t  bite,  said  I,  methinks  I will, 

And  straightway  climbed  a near  adjacent  hill ; 
But,  faith,  my  flask  was  cracked,  unhappy  me. 
And  in  my  bag  there  lay  a pool  of  tea ! 

That  tea  now  cold,  once  hot,  had  cracked  the  glass ; 
Some  cursed  fate  had  tempted  me,  alas  ! 

To  substitute  for  whiskey’s  potency 
A mess  of  cheerless,  comfortless  Bohea. 

My  sandwiches  were  moist — cold  tea’s,  I think, 

A shocking  sauce,  if  passable  a drink — 

My  fly-book’s  leaves  were  wrinkled,  brown,  oh  dear, 
No  single  drop  was  missing,  all  was  there. 

My  matches,  though,  were  safe  at  any  rate, 

My  pouch  was  dry,  I pondered  as  I ate 
My  sodden  food  upon  the  rugged  tor, 

“ This  bag  has  charms  I ne’er  dreamt  of  before.” 

0.  G.  D. 


A Pretty  Guild,  accompanied  by  her  mother,  entered  a third- 
class  compartment  at  Westminster  Bridge  Station  the  other  day. 
All  eyes  were  turned  upon  her.  She  was  poorly  dressed,  but  won- 
drously  pretty.  Although,  as  afterwards  transpired,  a town-bred 
child,  the  glow  of  health  was  in  her  cheeks.  And,  after  all,  tho 
basis  of  beauty  is  health.  Some  passenger  complicated  tho  mother 
on  tho  appearance  of  tho  child.  The  woman’s  reply  was  instruc- 
tive. “ Well,  you  see,  ma’am,  I beliovo  in  looking  after  tho  health 
of  my  children,  and  then  1 find  their  looks  can  take  care  of  them- 
selves. T keep  JLIolloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment  always  inthohouso, 
and  neither  I nor  my  children  have  ever  wanted  any  other 
medicine.” 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tho  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  tho  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

/■30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /"55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  „ „ Pntney.  \75  ,,  „ Richmond. 

Add.  45  ,,  „ Hammer-  Add  ISO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  j ham. 

y50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it- 


Time  of  High  Water  at 

London 

Bridge. 

Saturday,  Aug. 
Sunday,  ,, 

25  

Morning. 

7.14  .... 

Evening. 

7.45 

2G  

8.21  .... 

9.  4 

Monday,  ,, 

27  

9.55  .... 

...  10.44 

Tuesday,  ,, 

28  

11.30  .... 

Wednesday,  ,, 

29  

0.10  .... 

0.41 

Thursday,  ,, 

30  

1.  8 .... 

1.35 

Friday,  ,, 

31  

1.59  .... 

2.20 

High  Water 

at  Amberley 

and  Pulborough. 

Saturday.  Aug. 

25  

Morning. 

7.51  .... 

Evening. 

8.25 

Sunday,  ,, 

2G  

9.  1 .... 

9.44 

Monday,  ,, 

27  

10.35  .... 

11.24 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — I find  that 
numbers  of  anglers  are  now  spending  their  holidays 
in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  making  their  head- 
quarters at  Great  Yarmouth.  The  opening  of  a board- 
ing-house at  the  inclusive  rate  of  five  shillings  a day, 
which  I have  for  some  years  advocated  there  in  the 
local  press,  has  proved  a substantial  success.  One  of 
the  proprietors,  Mr.  Frank  Hill,  I have  been  accustomed 
to  meet  at  the  annual  dinners  of  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Piscatorial  Society,  and  knowing  his  attachment  to  the 
sport  of  angling  and  his  general  business  capacities,  I 
was  assured  from  the  first  his  enterprising  spirit 
would  bring  it  to  its  present  result.  I have  been 
down  to  Yarmouth  several  times  this  season,  and 
now,  with  the  Conference  of  the  Institute  of  Jour- 
nalists being  held  at  Norwich,  I am  paying 
another  few  days’  visit  this  week,  but  making  my 
headquarters  at  the  new  venture  of  the  Marine  View 
Boarding  Establishment  facing  the  sea,  which  is  one 
of  a higher  character,  and  so  far  has  the  promise  of 
being  made  a great  success.  I have  met  several  of  our 
Thames  anglers  who  have  been  amongst  the  finny  tribe, 
and,  whilst  getting  very  fair  sport,  they  give  the 
preference  to  our  grand  old  metropolitan  river  of 
Thames.  In  this  week’s  returns  there  are  records 
of  perch  being  taken  in  more  than  one  instance  of  1 Jib. 
The  river  is  in  good  order  for  barbel  fishing.  The 
portion  of  river  at  Kingston  appears  to  be  well 
patronised,  and  the  takes  of  barbel,  jack,  bream,  chub, 
perch,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  have  been  very  satis- 
factory.— B. 

Thames  (Chertsey) . — John  Ponlter , in  three  d ays,  six- 
teen dozen  of  roach  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Vickery, 
a nice  quantity  of  good  roach  up  to  lib.  7oz. ; Lotan 
Hackett,  in  the  week,  twelve  dozen  of  roach,  ten  perch, 
and  three  barbel. — B. 

(Hampton  Court). — William  Milhourne  says  ; 

“ During  the  last  week  there  has  been  a great  many  jack 
taken  between  Thames  Ditton  and  Hampton  Court  in 
private  boats.  One  gentleman,  on  the  19th,  fishing  at 
Hampton  Court  Weir,  got  a fine  barbel,  weighing  611b., 
fishing  with  a shrimp.  The  water  is  now  very  low  and 
bright,  and  with  all  the  rain  we  have  had  it  does  not 
appear  to  make  any  difference  to  it.” — B. 

(Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 

fourteen  jack,  seven  barbel,  eight  dozen  of  gudgeon, 
seven  perch,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  N. 
Bolton,  fifteen  jack,  twelve  barbel,  four  bream,  and 
eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Knight,  thirty  barbel, 
ten  jack,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  ten  bream,  and 
sixteen  perch.  J.  Wilkes,  in  three  days,  fifteen  dozen 
of  gudgeon,  five  perch,  and  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
B.  Pope,  in  one  day,  a chub  of  4|lb.,  two  barbel,  and  a 
few  roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Marlow).— Fair  sport  this  week.  Wednesday, 

W.  Lloyd,  out  with  a customer,  took  five  barbel,  largest 
41b.  Goz.,  also  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  ; out  with  him 
myself  this  morning,  took  five  barbel — the  swim  was  full 
of  them. — C.  L.  Mathews. 

(Reading). — With  water  out  of  condition,  it  is 

not  surprising  that  but  very  limited  success  has  crossed 
the  path  of  all  fisherman  hereabouts.  Roach  seem  about 
the  only  fish  to  look  at  the  bait,  and  these  in  meagro 
quantities  certainly  do  not  suffice  to  compensate  the  eager 
patience  of  those  who  have  sallied  forth  in  their  pursuit. 
The  Reading  Waltonians  are  holding  competition  next 
week.  In  Ifawbury  district  few  coarse  fish  liavo  been 
brought  to  land,  but  nought  worthy  of  recognition  ; and 
the  same  remark  is  applioablo  to  tho  Sonning  and 
Maidonhead  distriot,  despite  that  a fair  proportion  of 
fishing  punts  havo  not  boon  idlo. — River. 

(Simbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  two 

and  a half  days,  thirteen  jfeck , seven  barbel,  and  a fow 
roach  and  daoo ; and  Mr.  E.  Clark,  501b.  weight  of 
barbel,  and  a fow  roach,  daoo,  and  broam.  Tho  bank 
anglers  have  boon  getting  somo  roach,  daoo,  barbol, 
bream,  and  perch. — B. 
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(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  two  days 

with  Mrs.  Murphy,  six  dozen  of  gudgeon,  two  dozen  of 
dace,  one  perch,  and  a couple  of  barbel.  Another  day, 
with  Mr.  Newbury,  four  jack  (the  largest  8Jlb.,  and 
another  of  ljlb.).  Another  day,  with  Dr.  Parkhurst, 
three  jack  (the  largest  4Jlb.),  three  dozen  of  dace,  and 
six  barbel,  the  latter  being  returned  to  the  river. — B. 

(Twickenham). — John  Spong,  in  three  days, 

301b.  of  roach  and  dace,  six  barbel,  two  bream,  and  one 
brace  of  jack.  H.  Spiers,  in  four  days,  401b.  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  five  barbel.  T.  Anger,  during  the  week, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel.  John  Frost, 
in  one  and  a half  days,  101b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a 
brace  of  perch.  S.  Cole,  in  three  days,  a nice  quantity 
of  roach,  dace,  and  barbel.  Messrs.  Cushing  and 
Bradford,  fishing  with  H.  Harper  on  Aug.  19,  took  five 
dozen  dace,  two  barbel,  one  bream,  one  roach,  and 
one  gudgeon. — B. 

(Walton)  . — John  Hone,  one  day,  four  dozen  of 

roach,  and  another  day  five  dozen  of  roach.  George 
Hone,  in  one  day,  three  jack,  four  dozen  of  roach,  and 
one  perch.  H.  Searle,  one  day,  ten  dozen  of  roach,  a 
perch  of  lflb.,  and  a barbel  of  31b. ; and  another  day, 
two  dozen  of  roach,  two  barbel,  and  one  brace  of  perch. 

E.  Whatford,  one  day,  six  dozen  of  roach,  and  two 
barbel  (largest  31b.)  ; another  day,  seven  dozen  of  roach; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Myers,  five  dozen  of  roach. 
A.  Lavey,  one  day  in  one  hour,  one  dozen  of  roach,  and 
a barbel  of  31b.  ; and  another  day,  three  dozen  of  roach 
and  a perch  of  lflb.  A boy  fishing  from  the  bank 
caught  a nice  eel  weighing  21b.- — B. 

; (Weybridge). — Mr.  Pearson  and  son  fishing 

with  Herbert  Curr,  in  one  day,  501b.  weight  of  barbel 
(the  largest  61b.),  and  one  brace  of  jack,  which  were  all 
put  back  again  for  future  sport. — B. 

(Windsor). — Water  in  good  order,  but  weather 

has  again  been  very  unsettled,  keeping  many  summer 
anglers  off  the  water.  Barbel  have  fed  fairly  well,  but 
no  large  ones  have  been  landed.  Mr.  Greenslade,  of 
Datchet,  on  one  occasion  had  twenty-one  fish,  largest  ( 
4Jlb.  ; Mr.  T.  Skelton,  of  Datchet,  eight,  from  2Jlb.  to 
4lb.,  and  two  eels  going  nearly  61b.  Jack  are  on  the  move, 
but  very  small;  Mr.  J.  C.  Howlett  of  Eton,  had  five 
during  the  week,  largest  only  3flb.,  but  in  the  Monkey 
Island  district  just  above  here  some  better  fish  have  been 
had,  Mr.  Minns  having  several  from  31b.  to  5|lb.,  and 
Mr.  Pearce  a nice  fish  of  51b.  Gudgeon  are  still  coming 
to  rake,  and  yesterday  Mr.  H.  Manning,  of  Windsor, 
with  his  sons  had  a nice  lot,  also  a brace  of  perch  going 
nearly  21b.,  and  lost  another  which  he  estimates  at  quite 
21b.  Mr.  Comber,  of  Eton,  had  a nice  bag  of  chub 
weighing  151b.,  largest  21b.  6Joz.  Since  writing  above, 
Mr.  Mazzy,  of  Bussell-street,  Windsor,  tells  me  he  had  a 
beautiful  barbel  of  81b.  lOoz.  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances. It  appears  his  float  went  under,  he  struck,  and 
away  went  this  old  warrior  running  out  nearly  all  his 
line  ; result  gut  parted  and  the  fish  went.  After  repairs 
and  a new  cast  he  put  another  bait  on,  cheese  paste,  and 
had  not  been  fishing  long  before  another  bite,  and  again 
he  was  fast  in  a big  one,  which,  on  being  landed,  had 
the  former  hook  and  shotted  gut  fast  in  one  of  the 
pectoral  fins.  Mr.  T.  Skelton  has  had  another  busy 
hour-and-a-half  with  the  barbel,  taking  ten  and  an 
eel.  Another  bank  angler  whilst  roach  fishing  with  very 
fine  tackle,  foul  hooked  a barbel  under  the  gills  and 
landed  him,  weight  6lb. — B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.  — On  Tuesday  Messrs.  F. 
Walker  and  Evison,  of  Brigg,  took  141b.  of  roach,  the 
largest  lib.  8oz. ; bait,  wheat  and  paste.  H.  Holland 
got  some  nice  pike  (trolling)  the  same  day.  The 
Neptune  Angling  Club  fished  a match  at  Minnetts 
Bridge.  Mr.  Fenton  had  161b.  ; Mr.  Vernon,  91b.  lOoz.  ; 

F.  Tomlinson,  91b.  12oz. ; Mr.  E.  Spencer,  71b.  lOoz. 
The  fish  were  mostly  bream.  Mr.  Tomlinson  had  one 
of  31b.  Mr.  O.  Overbeck,  of  Grimsby,  caught  a grand 
perch  of  31b.  2oz.  in  the  Model  Yacht  Pond,  which  he 
has  sent  to  London  to  be  set  up. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  Caistor  pisciculturist,  Mr. 
Ford,  and  his  son,  Mr.  J.  Ford,  have  been  getting  good 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  Inney,  their  baskets  reaching 
forty  and  fifty  a day.  All  the  trout  streams  are  in 
capital  condition  just  now,  and  in  the  main  streams  of 
the  Fowey  and  Camel  fair  sport  has  been  got  with  peal 
and  salmon.  The  best  takes  were  nine  peal  and  a 
salmon  of  121b.,  taken  in  a single  day  by  a gentleman 
from  Liskeard;  and  four  peal  and  a salmon  of  81b., 
also  a single  day’s  sport,  by  G.  Coleman,  of  Bodmin.  In 
the  Camel,  salmon  of  6 Jib.  and  71b.,  besides  a fair 
quantity  of  peal,  were  taken.  The  water  is  in  good 
order.  Poaching  is  still  too  frequent  in  the  Camel. 

Cuckmere  (Sussex). — A few  days  since  Mr.  Buck, 
Brook  House,  Hellingly,  president  of  the  Hailsham 
Angling  Association,  had  good  sport  in  the  Eiver  Cuck- 
mere, near  Berwick  railway  station,  in  company  with  a 
friend.  There  was  plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  which 
was  very  thick,  but  they  managed  to  capture  some  good 
bream.  Mr.  Buck  caught  161b.,  and  his  friend  61b.  The 
weights  ranged  from  lib.  2oz.  to  lflb.  About  71b. 
weight  of  eels  were  taken  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
by  the  same  gentleman.  There  are  a good  quantity  of 
fish  in  the  river  near  Alfriston  chnrch,  from  which  the 
weeds  have  been  cleared.— V.  T.  Sumfield. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  "Wales). — Salmon  fishing  has 
been  fairly  on  the  move  during  the  last  week,  and  the 
following  have  been  amongst  the  most  successful  : 
Dr.  Mullins,  Messrs.  Linguard,  Amon  Williams 
Crompton,  H.  Williams,  J.  Hughes,  D.  L.  Liddell,  and 
A.  Shaw  Bonsom.  The  water  is  in  grand  order,’  and 
to-day  (Wednesday)  is  bright,  and  one  of  the  finest 
days  for  a long  time. — Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  have  had  a colour  on  for 
more  than  a week,  and,  though  occasionally  too  much  of 
it,  the  water  has  been  most  days  in  good  fishing  order, 


and  sport  haB  been  pretty  good  on  the  whole.  The  Eev. 
C.  J.  SargiBSon  has  been  very  successful  among  the 
trout.  Mr.  Moll  also  did  well  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
bagging  five.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 
Trout  fishing  is  still  very  much  in  abeyance.  We  have 
had  a very  wet  time  of  it  lately— light  foggy  rains— but 
not  enough  to  affect  the  rivers,  which  are  still  low,  and 
little  doing  beyond  netting  for  sewin  in  the  pools. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby).  — The  recent  heavy  rains  have 
slightly  improved  the  colour  of  the  river,  but  there  is 
still  too  little  water  to  favour  sport.  There  is  yet  a 
vast  quantity  of  vegetation  in  the  dales,  which  practi- 
cally absorbs  the  rain  as  it  falls.  The  other  day  Mr. 
Leng,  a London  gentleman,  took,  with  the  minnow, 
fifteen  very  nice  brown  trout. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — Weather  is  still  far 
from  summer-like,  and  evening  fishing,  which  of  course 
should  be  at  its  best  just  now,  is  a complete  failure. 
Nights  are  so  cold  that  one  rarely  sees  more  than  an  odd 
fish  or  two  move,  and  the  artificial  minnow  is  very  little 
more  productive  than  fly.  Coarse  fishing  naturally 
suffers  as  well  from  the  unseasonable  weather,  but  not 
to  such  an  extent ; during  the  week  plenty  of  perch 
have  been  taken  in  the  Canal,  and'some  very  good  roach, 
whilst  a nice  carp  of  3flb.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Stabback. — Eed  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Sport  is, 
for  the  season,  particularly  good.  Capital  results  are 
reported  from  all  the  leading  waters,  and  both  visitors 
and  local  anglers  are  having  good  luck.  From  the 
Forty-foot  some  capital  baskets  of  roach  have  been 
obtained.  The  North  and  South  Drove  and  the  Counter 
drains  have  also  furnished  fine  mixed  takes.  A few 
pike  have  come  to  hand,  but  they  have  run  small. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Good  baskets  of  roach  and 
dace  have  lately  been  made  both  on  the  river  and  canal. 
Perch,  chub,  and  eels  have  been  taken  about  Bollam. 
Several  excellent  brace  of  trout  have  come  from  waters 
above.Eaton,  and  one  specimen  banked  scaled  41b.  14oz. 
Grayling  fishers  have  been  busy  on  the  upper  waters. 
Prospects  are  very  encouraging. — L. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Not  much  sport  was  had  last 
Sunday,  although  both  weather  and  water  conditions 
were  favourable.  During  the  previous  few  days  some 
good  catches  were  made.  At  Tottenham,  fishing  in  the 
Navigation  Canal,  Mr.  Hoy  had  a nice  lot  of  roach,  one 
of  them  weighing  11b.  9oz„  and  others  did  well.  I am 
glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  Flanders  Weir  Fishery 
is  again  open,  the  terms  being  one  guinea  for  the  season  ; 
tickets  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Blogg,  the  bailiff  to 
the  lady  of  the  manor,  at  Chingford  Hatch.  As  this 
water  has  had  a rest  of  nearly  twelve  months,  it  is  well 
worth  attention.  Waltham  Abbey. — I saw  two  splendid 
trays  of  fish  there  last  Saturday  ; one  consisted  of  six 
bream,  the  best  ones,  51b.  6oz.  and  31b.  7oz.,  the  others 
about  21b.  each ; the  other  catch  comprised  thirteen 
perch,  the  best  ones,  lib.  4oz.,  lib.  3oz.,  lib.  3oz.  ; total, 
8Jlb.  Brandling  worms  are  just  now  very  taking  baits 
for  perch.  At  Ware,  Mr.  Barlow  had  six  chub,  weighing 
91b.,  all  taken  with  cheese  paste. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  order  for  either  fly  or  wasp 
grub  fishing.  A fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out, 
and,  the  fisb  moving  well,  some  good  sport  has  been  had. 
Wasp  grub  fishing  is  very  successful.  Minnow  has 
accounted  for  some  large  fish.  Grayling  rising  better, 
and  prospects  good.  Tbe  Pinsley  is  in  good  order  for 
fishing. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Eivers 
are  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  grayling  are  begin- 
ning to  rise  more  freely.  Some  fair  baskets  have  been 
made,  though  but  few  rods  out.  The  best  flies  have  been 
August  Dun,  July  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Eed  Ant,  and  Eed 
Tag,  with  Ginger  Moth  and  Spinners  for  evening.— 
E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Eiver  now  in  a bad  state 
owing  to  the  drawing  off  of  the  upper  waters  for  repairs, 
and  the  present  condition  will  continue  for  the  whole 
week.  Some  good  baskets  of  roach  were  bad  at  tbe 
latter  end  of  last  week,  but  nothing  doing  now.  Persons 
desiring  to  fish  during  the  next  few  days  should  go 
about  a mile  below  the  town. — E.  E.  W. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).  — Since  last  report,  a 
change  has  taken  place  with  our  fishing,  not  so  many 
jack,  but  every  prospect  of  a good  show  of  roach. 
Appended  is  a list  : Messrs.  Marchant,  four  jack,  20Jlb. ; 
Ware,  two  jack,  91b.  ; Swan,  one  jack,  5Jlb. ; Cameron, 
one  jack,  41b. ; Bouifler,  61b.  roach  ; Carter,  51b.  roach  ; 
Pope,  91b.  roach ; Hanley,  51b.  roach ; Turner,  201b. 
roach  and  two  bream  (51b.) ; Bird,  71b.  roach.— John 
Warner. 

Ouse  (Denver,  Norfolk).  — Nothing  out  of  the 
ordinary  course  is  transpiring  in  this  locality,  but 
moderate  sport  is  being  had  by  the  numerous  rodsters 
who  patronise  the  sluice  and  the  neighbourhood.  The 
waters  are  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  for  angling  in 
the  tidal  portions  the  tides  have  been  very  favourable. 
The  weather  is  becoming  quite  autumnal. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— Dr.  Van  Bergen  and  friend 
had  a grand  take  of  fine  golden  carp  and  bream  in 
Yarborough’s  Pool.  To-day,  the  22nd,  they  took  961b. 
in  three  hours  with  the  brandling  worm.  The  river 
appears  alive  with  them.  A number  of  them  scaled 
41b.,  and  two  of  them  4Jlb. — W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  not  in  the  best 
of  condition,  but  sport  with  both  roach  and  bream  has 
been  very  good.  Some  good  takes  of  bream  were  made 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  including  some  fine  fish. 
Some  local  anglers  have  been  doing  well  with  some  fine 
roach  with  creed  wheat,  which  is  a most  excellent  bait. 
At  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling,  which  may  improve 


the  condition  of  the  water,  and  fish  may  continue 
feeding. — H.  Eoitt. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).  — Water  rathel*  clear,  and 
weather  very  changeable,  and  at  times  somewhat  too 
cold  for  anglers  to  turn  out.  Bream  and  roach  are  still 
furnishing  best  sport,  as  many  as  fourteen  stone  of 
the  former  to  one  punt  being  taken  in  a single 
night.  The  largest  takes  this  season  have  been  had 
from  the  Houghton  Fourgate  Pit.  There  is  a great  im- 
provement in  the  weather  to-day,  and  should  this  con- 
tinue I anticipate  more  anglers  will  be  out.  I have 
been  down  the  river  with  a friend  this  afternoon.  Eoach 
were  mad  on  at  creed  wheat ; we  took  no  less  than  115 
sizeable  ones  in  a few  hours.  Eudd  are  very  quiet.  I 
have  had  a few,  but  none  over  1 Jib. — B. 

Ouse  (Offord). — Bream  and  roach  have  been  feeding 
well  for  the  last  few  days.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  London,  has 
had  some  very  good  sport,  especially  with  bream,  largest 
going  41b.,  from  the  well-known  swim  in  Mr.  Priestley’s 
meadow.  Mr.  Marshall  and  Mr.  Maule  also  had  good 
takes  of  roach — eighty  in  a little  over  two  hours,  also 
from  a swim  in  Mr.  Priestley’s  meadow.  Water  in 
good  condition. — Collins. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Now  raining,  which  will  greatly 
improve  the  fishing,  as  the  river  was  getting  rather  too 
clear ; some  very  good  takes  during  the  week,  the 
largest  bream  to  my  knowledge  going  51b.  2oz.,  which, 
with  its  companion,  a trifle  less. — E.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — I was  on  the  Meavy  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon, and  the  water  was  pretty  clear,  but  I saw  plenty 
of  fish  all  up  and  down  the  river.  Peal  are  still  being 
taken  on  the  Tavy,  Tamar,  and  the  lower  portions  of 
the  Dart.  Twilight  is  the  best  time,  as  the  fish  do  not 
show  out  these  bright  days.  The  Blackabrook  stream 
is  fast  recovering  itself  from  the  effects  of  the  tar 
water  that  accidentally  got  into  the  river  from  the 
Dartmoor  Prisons.  Fish  have  been  seen  right  up  in  all 
the  pools. — William  Hearder. 

Rother  (at  Bodiam  and  Winchelsea)  has  been 
yielding  some  good  bream  and  carp.  A splendid  pike 
has  been  taken  from  the  Pevensey  sluice. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— We  have  had  beautiful  weather  during  the  past 
few  days,  and  all  these  rivers  are  daily  improving  in 
condition,  and  better  sport  is  now  the  rule. 

Slapton  Ley. — Messrs.  Joseph  and  Louis  Allen, 
Chislehurst,  have  had  splendid  sport  among  the  pike, 
perch,  rudd,  and  eels  during  the  past  week,  the  former 
taking  on  his  last  day  six  splendid  pike,  largest  91b.,  and 
two  eels,  of  31b.  and  2Jlb.  The  Eev.  Lamler  (Bath), 
wife,  and  party  have  also  had  good  sport ; so  has  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson ; also  Mrs.  Tomkins  and  son,  of 
London,  the  latter  taking  a splendid  fish,  “ pike,”  of 
7Jlb.,  also  an  eel  of  2Jlb.,  together  with  many  perch, 
roach,  rudd,  &c. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  water  is  clear,  and  likely  to 
continue  so  this  week.  J.  Eyan,  two  perch,  one  roach  ; 
C.  Haswell,  one  perch,  one  jack,  2Jlb.  ; Mr.  Thomas,  one 
roach,  lOoz.  ; G.  Davis  and  several  other  anglers  had 
two,  three,  and  four  fish. — David  Springham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Nothing  done  during  the 
week — fish  dead  off  feed.  Water  very  bright. — W.  B. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — We 
have  experienced  a nice  change  in  the  weather,  and  with 
a cessation  of  rain  rivers  are  fast  getting  into  con- 
dition, and  anglers  on  the  Arun  have  during  the  week 
taken  fair  baskets  of  roach  and  bream.  In  a basket  of 
roach  taken  below  Amberley  on  Monday  were  three  fish 
of  over  21b.  in  weight.  A few  good  trout  are  notified 
from  the  upper  reaches  above  Pulborough.  Several 
good  roachjhave  been  taken  by  light  ledgering  from  the 
Ouse  below  Lewes,  and  from  the  upper  reaches  fair 
baskets  of  perch  and  roach;  a pike  of  6Jlb.,  and  two 
brace  of  smaller  fish  were  taken  while  roaching  near 
Fletching.  Both  bream  and  roach  are  giving  sport  in 
Chichester  Canal.  Bass  up  to  91b.  have  been  caught  at 
Chichester  Harbour. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devos). — Eiver  still  up,  but  the  salmon, 
trout,  and  peal  are  not  rising  as  they  generally  do 
this  season  of  the  year.  I heard  of  a catch  of 
fifty  trout,  but  they  were  small,  and  one  or  two 
catches  of  twelve  and  eighteen.  The  salmon  and 
peal  run  through  the  lower  parts  of  the  rivers  up 
to  the  higher  part,  and  from  my  experience  means 
long  continued  rain.  The  most  peal  1 have  heard  of 
landed  in  a day  was  four,  and  only  two  salmon;  these 
fish  were  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  river.  Lyn- 
mouth  fishing  is  better,  and  the  few  visitors  are  having  a 
good  time. — Busty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  weather  has  been  fine,  and  the 
trout  and  grayling  feeding  well,  and  a good  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  In  the  Oakley  Park  water  some  good 
dishes  of  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  Near 
Ashford  and  Steventon  sport  has  been  good.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order.  Good  sport 
in  Clun.  In  the  Ledwyche  eighteen  trout  were  taken 
with  wasp  grub.  Sport  better  in  Corve. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  water  has 
gone  down,  and  is  now  in  good  order.  The  weather  has 
been  better,  and  the  fish  are  now  well  on  the  move.  A 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  river,  and 
some  good  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.— 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Barbel  fishermen  on  the  Trent 
are  experiencing  a season  of  ill-fortune,  the  fish  refusing 
both  worms  and  greaves.  A few  good  roach  have  been 
taken  with  both  white  paste  and  gentles,  and  small  roach 
are  marvellously  numerous,  sixty-eight  falling  to  two 
rods  in  a couple  of  hours  below  the  Corporation  water  on 
Monday  evening.  Water  in  good  condition,  and  baits 
above-mentioned  best  for  the  present  month. 

Upper  Eden. — In  the  heavy  freshes  of  last  week 
many  good  dishes  of  trout  were  obtained  with  the 
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maggot.  Mr.  J.  It.  Jack  eon  has  had  (food  baskets  with 
thn  natural  minnow  in  t.ho  liolton  waters, — G. 

Usk  (at  Usk).  'l'lm  rivor  continues  in  capital  order 
for  salmon  angling,  and  good  sport  is  being  had.  The 
roaches  on  the  lower  association  wators  aro  literally 
swarming  with  salmon.  Tho  most  successful  anglors 
during  tho  past  fortnight  have  boon  Major-Gen. 
Mignon,  Itov.  Drown,  Col.  Itocko,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr. 
Jenkins,  Col.  Waddilovo,  and  Mr.  Humphreys.  The 
water  bailiffs  wore  nottingon  Wednesday,  and  succeeded 
in  taking  a largo  number  of  salmon  out  of  tho  river  on 
tho  middlo  beat. — T. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— Rivor  in  good  condition, 
vory  few  salmon  up  ; a good  flood  is  much  needed. — 
PONTBENNY. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). — Bream  fishing  con- 
tinues good  on  the  lowor  lengths  of  tho  rivor,  and 
during  the  last  fow  days  good  lots  liavo  been  takon 
about  Tattorshall,  Langrich,  and  Bardney.  Some  fine 
roaoh  have  been  takon  on  the  Fossdyke,  near  Lincoln. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Tho  heavy 
rain  which  has  fallen  on  most  days,  has  sadly  inter- 
fered with  fly-fishing  during  the  past  week  ; indeed, 
the  Derwent  has  been  running  so  high  and  thick  that  it 
was  almost  useless  attempting  to  take  fish  with  the 
fly.  The  bottom  fishermen  have,  however,  had  a grand 
time  of  it,  and  some  good  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
taken,  chiefly  by  the  use  of  the  wasp  grub.  The  Der- 
went has  now  cleared  somewhat,  and  the  fish  are  rising. 
—Dotterel.  


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Boats  have  been  bringing  in  during  the  last 
few  days  fair  catches  of  codling,  averaging  121b.  to  201b., 
also  some  pouting.  Some  pollack  and  other  fish  have 
also  been  taken  from  the  pier. — Edward  Hanger. 

Dublin. — A more  successful  season’s  sea  fishing  all 
around  sweet  Dublin  Bay  than  the  present  has  not  been 
enjoyed  for  several  years. 

Hastings. — Sea  fishing  this  year  is  being  carried  on 
with  exceptional  vigour,  and  anglers  have  been  meeting 
with  success.  Good  catches  of  plaice,  dabs,  whiting, 
and  codling  are  reported  from  both  piers.  Boat  fishing 
has  paid.  W.  Ball  had  a party  out  for  a few  hours,  and 
caught  over  200  dabs.  Messrs.  Cox  and  Bourne  caught 
three  good  bass. 

Penzance. — Pier  anglers  are  having  first-rate  sport 
with  pollack.  There  are  a great  many  visitors  here,  and 
any  amount  of  yachting  and  steamboat  excursions  on 
the  way.  Pilchard  are  very  plentiful  this  season,  and 
large  catches  are  being  made. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  mackerel  seem  to  have  deserted  us 
for  a time,  and  very  few  are  catching,  although  they 
have  been  tried  for  with  all  sorts  of  baits  and  in  all  sorts 
of  places.  This  is  not  the  case  with  pollack, forthe  Sound 
and  bay  are  swarming  with  them,  both  large  and  small ; 
they  are  taking  them  from  all  the  piers  and  jetties  with 
rod,  lines,  and  paternoster ; and  baited  with  mud  worm, 
whilst  some  are  using  the  baby  spinner  on  a single  gut 
hook,  throwing  for  them.  The  pier  at  Richmond  Walk, 
Devil’s  Point,  the  three  piers  at  Millbay,  the  West  Hoe 
Pier,  the  Promenade  Pier,  the  Batten  Pier,  and  the 
Turnchapel  Pier  are  all  affording  good  sport.  I have 
just  had  a nice  basket — seven  dozen — brought  in  that  was 
caught  in  Cawsand  Bay ; they  varied  in  size  from  Jib.  to 
31b.,  and  were  caught  partly  with  the  worm  and  partly 
with  the  iudiarubber  sand  eel. — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack,  hake, 
and  ling,  and  all  those  fish  were  of  a large  size.  Mackerel 
are  now  very  numerous,  and  many  have  been  had  by 
anglers  when  trolling  for  pollack.  Bottom  fishing  has 
been  good  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  gurnard  and 
bream  being  the  principal  fish  taken. — T.  J.  D. 

Scarborough. — Mackerel  are  unusually  late  in 
coming  into  the  bay  this  year.  Last  year  we  had  them 
in  July,  but  the  first  week  in  August  is  the  usual  time, 
and  grand  sport  they  give.  Good  takes  of  silver 
whiting,  haddock,  and  plaice  are  being  got  by  boat 
anglers. — H. 

Southsea  and  District. — The  fishing  here  during 
the  past  week  has  been  good.  Prom  the  boats  some 
good  takes  of  pout  and  flat  fish  have  been  had. 
Mackerel  are  scarce.  At  Victoria  Pier,  Portsmouth, 
some  good  eels  have  been  caught.  Colonel  Miller  has 
been  taking  some  good  pollack  at  Lee-on-Solent. 
The  largest  bass  taken  from  the  shore  was  7Jlb. — C.  J.  D. 

Tenby. — Mackerel  fairly  plentiful;  other  fish  scarce. 
Anglers  are  only  having  very  poor  sport  this  season. 
Weather  very  unsettled. — H. 

Valentia. — Very  little  sea  angling  has  been  indulged 
in  lately.  On  a couple  of  evenings  four  anglers  went 
out  after  pollack,  and  succeeded  in  taking  100  in  two 
eve  lings. — T.  J.  D. 

Whitby  . — The  sea  has  been  rough  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  week,  but  with  calmer  weather  there  should 
be  fine  sport,  for  the  roads  are  full  of  fish. — J.  J.  J. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Assopoll  (Bunessan,  Mull).— On  Aug.  17  Mr. 
Pillans  had  ten  sea  trout,  heaviest  fish  2 Jib.,  and 
twenty-four  brown  trout  ; Mr.  Miller  had  six  sea  trout 
and  seven  brown  trout ; Mr.  Hickson  had  two  sea  trout 
and  four  brown,  heaviest  fish  3Jlb.  Thero  were  four 
very  large  salmon  hooked  on  Loch  Assopoll  last  week, 
but  not  landed  owing  to  the  tackle  over  fine. — John 
Campbell. 

Border  Esk. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  in 
this  river,  a number  of  fine  baskets  having  been  got 
this  week,  particularly  in  Canonbio  water  and  the 
Donblo  water.  Salmon  are  now  making  their  appear- 
ance, but  the  chief  sport  is  still  with  sea  trout,  yellow 
trout,  and  horling.  Mr.  W.  Paterson  had  a salmon  in 


tho  Langholm  water.  Night  fishing  with  tho  fly  has 
resulted  in  somo  fairly  good  catches  of  horling.  Mr.  J. 
Hpottiswoodo,  jun.,  has  had  several  good  Baskets  of 
yellow  trout  in  Tarras.  In  the  reserved  water  Lord 
Henry  Scott,  Mr.  Forbes  and  party  had  fairly  good 
sport  with  sea  trout,  hcrling,  and  salmon.  In  tho  Ewos 
Mr.  J.  Telford  bad  101b.  of  yellow  trout.  Fishing  in 
Langholm  water,  Mr.  David  Marchbank  had  a sea  trout 
ovor  41b.  ; Mr.  W.  Ballantyno,  one  of  21b.  Mr.  Jos. 
Thompson  had  two  dozen  yellow  trout  and  four  herling 
at  Cogio.  In  tho  Island  Pool.  Mr.  Wm.  Morrison  bad  a 
couple  of  sea  tront,  four  herling,  and  two  dozen  yellow 
trout ; Colonel  Elliot,  Hawick,  had  a good  basket 
of  sea  trout  and  herling.  In  tho  Canonbie  water 
Mr.  J.  Bsllantyno  had  twenty  herling;  Mr.  J.  Archibald 
twelve;  Mr.  Joo  Anderson,  eight,  and  a dozen  yellow 
trout ; Master  Norman  Little,  ono  sea  trout,  five  herling, 
and  a dozen  yellow  trout;  Mr.  W.  Scott,  a full  basket 
of  sea  trout  and  herling;  Mr.  H.  Sanders,  twenty-two 
herling ; Mr.  J.  Graham  had  four  dozen  herling  and  a 
number  of  sea  trout  in  Byreburnfoot  water;  Mr.  W. 
Irving  had  121b.  of  herling;  Messrs.  Snodgrass,  W.  T. 
Grieve,  W.  Riddell,  W.  Law,  D.  Murray,  &c.,  have  all 
had  good  baskets  of  sea  trout  and  herling.  In  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  Wm.  Ross  landed  ten  sea  trout  and  a 
number  of  herling.  The  Liddle  is  also  affording  capital 
sport. — G. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — In  another  week  tho 
autumn  angling  will  be  in  full  swing,  and  the  prospects 
of  an  early  start  were  never  brighter.  The  supply 
of  salmon  on  the  coast  has  been  very  Bteady 
now  for  some  months  back,  and  only  lately  has  there 
been  a slight  falling  off,  which  is  usually  the  case 
between  the  summer  and  autumn  migrations.  The 
grilse  season  is  over,  and  it  has  been  an  exceptionally 
good  one,  the  best  for  the  past  dozen  years  or  so,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  continuous  wet  during  July  and 
August  the  baskets  would  have  been  much  heavier.  The 
supply  of  sea  trout  has  also  been  exceedingly  large,  and 
better  baskets  have  seldom  been  made,  the  spatey 
state  of  the  rivers  facilitating  rather  than  retarding 
their  capture.  The  Don  has  done  but  poorly  all  through. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Rain  fell  in  torrents  dar- 
ing the  past  week,  which  put  the  Deveron  in  high  flood  ; 
in  the  beginning  of  the  present  week  the  water  was  too 
thick  for  angling,  and  fish  ceased  to  ascend.  In  the  end 
of  last  week,  on  the  Lesmurdie  section,  Mr.  F.  G.  Nicols 
had  a grilse  of  5jlb.  Very  few  fish  were  killed  on  any 
other  water  of  late.  Since  the  spate  set  in,  the  pools 
have  become  pretty  well  stocked. — H.  W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  — Aug.  13, 
Colonel  Wilson,  River  Loanan,  one  salmon  ; Mr.  Short, 
Castle  Bay,  twenty-six  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scurfield, 
Mid  Assynt,  thirty-three  trout  ; Mr.  Dodgson,  Calder 
Bay,  ten  trout.  Aug.  14,  Mr.  Short,  Castle  Bay, 
twenty-six  trout;  Colonel  Wilson,  Loch  Assynt,  six 
trout  and  one  sea  trout ; Mr.  S.  Ralli,  River  Loanan, 
one  grilse.  Aug.  15,  Colonel  Wilson,  River  Loanan,  one 
grilse;  Mr.  Short,  Assynt,  thirty  trout;  Mr.  Scurfield, 
Assynt,  twenty  trout ; Mr.  Don  and  Mr.  Durrant,  Mid 
Assynt,  thirty  trout.  Aug-  16,  Mr.  Short,  two 
sea  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scurfield,  Mid  Assynt,  twenty- 
four  trout ; Mr.  L.  Ralli,  Mid  Assynt,  twenty  trout ; 
Mr.  Don,  Lower  Assynt,  thirteen  trout.  Aug.  17,  Mr. 
Short,  Castle  Bay,  thirty-two  trout ; Mr.  S.  Ralli,  Mid 
Assynt,  twenty-two  trout ; Mr.  L.  Ralli,  Loch  Awe, 
seven  trout  ; Mr.  Scurfield,  Mid  Assynt,  thirty-three 
trout ; Mr.  Don  and  Mr.  Durrant,  Loch  Awe,  twenty 
trout ; Mr.  Ross,  Loch  Awe,  one  grilse. 

Inverness-shire  Waters. — River  Ness  to  the  front. 
Thirty-one  grilse  and  two  salmon  were  got  by  anglers  on 
Friday  (free  day).  On  Monday,  20th  inst.,  Mr.  Magnus 
Gibson  landed  two  grilse,  71b.  each.  Col.  Morland  had 
two,  71b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Goodman  landed  three.  Alto- 
gether it  was  the  best  one  day’s  angling  got  for  the  past 
number  of  years.  The  River  Oich  is  getting  up  its  name 
as  a back-end  river.  Lieutenant  D.  J.  Munro  landed 
two  salmon  and  Col.  Charlesworth  one  on  Loch  Garry, 
and  anglers  are  getting  heavy  baskets  daily. — John 
Whitebdry. 

Lairg  (Sutlierlandshire). — The  weather  has  been 
very  variable  for  some  time,  and  the  angling  seemed  to 
be  the  same.  On  July  24,  Capt.  Henderson,  Loch  Shin, 
thirteen  trout,  5flb.  ; 30th,  Major  Berkeley,  on  river, 
salmon,  111b.;  Gen.  Stafford,  on  river,  salmon,  lOJlb. 
31st,  Gen.  Stafford,  on  Loch  Beannach,  nine  trout,  61b. 
Aug.  4,  Capt.  Drake,  on  Loch  Fuarleachd,  sixteen  trout, 
61b.  6th,  Major  Berkeley,  on  river,  salmon,  16Jlb.  ; 
Capt.  Drake,  on  Loch  Beannach,  five  trout,  2Jlb.  7th, 
Capt.  Drake,  on  Loch  Beannach,  twelve  trout,  5 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Cushley,  on  Loch  Shin,  twelve  trout,  3Jlt>.  ; Mr. 
Munro,  on  Loch  Shin,  five  trout,  31b.  8tn,  Major 
Berkeley,  on  river,  salmon,  13Jlb. ; Capt.  Drake,  on 
Loch  Shin,  five  trout,  21b.  9th,  Capt.  Drake,  on  Loch 
Fuarleachd,  thirteen  trout,  181b.  10th,  Capt.  Drake,  on 
Loch  Fuarleachd,  two  trout,  3 Jib.  11th,  Capt.  Drake, 
on  Loch  Fuarleachd,  seven  trout,  51b  ; Major  Berkeley, 
on  river,  salmon,  161b.  15th,  Capt.  Drake,  on  river, 
salmon,  141b.,  grilse  61b.  ; Master  Harold  Holland,  on 
Loch  Shin,  fourteen  trout,  4Jlb.  ; Estoourt  Holland,  on 
Loch  Shin,  ten  trout,  31b.  17th,  Estcourt  Holland,  on 
Loch  Shin,  eleven  trout,  3 Jib. 

Lochinver  Hotel  (Lochinver). — Aug.  14.  Dr. 
Frend,  seven  sea  trout,  lOflb.  ; Major  Day,  one  salmon, 
101b.  15th,  Dr.  Frond,  one  salmon,  81b.,  one  sea  trout, 

21b.  16th,  Mr.  Leach,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  ; Mr.  Jaques, 
ono  grilse,  5Jlb. ; Dr.  Frend,  one  salmon,  161b.,  two  sea 
trout,  ljlb. ; Mr.  Dodgson,  one  grilse,  6Jlb.  17th, 
Major  Day,  ono  grilse,  51b.  18th,  Major  Day,  one  grilse, 
01b. ; Mr.  Dodgson,  one  grilse, 5.jlb. — Jno.  Thomson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — Anglors  continue  to  havo 
very  indifferent  sport  on  tho  loch,  and  there  are  no  signs 
of  improvement.  Baskets  of  throe  or  four  trout, 


generally  of  small  size,  per  boat,  have  been  the  rale, 
and  the  various  clubs  out  have  in  consequence  not  been 
so  well  represented.  Five  clubs  competed,  when  only 
forty-four  out  of  the  sixty-eight  competitors  weighed 
their  captures,  which  showed  a combined  total  of  166 
trout,  1461b.  4oz. — Ri>.  Boneeea  Laing. 

Loch  of  Stenness  (Orkney).  Capt.  Evens,  at  tho 
Masons’  Arms  Hotel,  Stromness,  fished  the  Loch  of 
Stenness  on  Monday,  Aug.  13,  had  five  trout  (51b.) ; 
Tuesday,  14th,  eleven  trout  (101b.) ; on  Saturday,  J8tb, 
six  front,  81b.  (one  weighing  3|lb.). — John  Maokay. 

Loch  Itannoch  (Dnnalastair  Hotel,  Kinloch 
Rannoch). — In  spite  of  the  unfavourable  weather 
visitors  from  the  Dnnalastair  Hotel  have  had  excellent 
sport  on  both  loch  and  river ; 341  trout  were  killed  be- 
tween the  15th  and  21st  by  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Messrs.  Rankin,  Nash,  Pearson,  Gill,  Wbitelaw,  Dykes, 
Tennent,  Morrison,  and  Dr.  Savage. — G.  Gow. 

Ness  (Inverness). — This  water  has  been  running  in 
splendid  order  for  the  past  fortnight,  and  salmon  and 
grilse  aro  very  plentiful  on  the  Dochfour  water.  During 
tho  past  week  two  rods  landed  seventeen  salmon  and 
grilse  on  tho  Ness  Castle  water  ; C.  F.  Walker,  sixteen 
salmon  and  grilse,  Ness-side  water ; Mr.  Godman, 
twelve  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  Bught  water.  Col. 
Morland  landed  twelve  salmon  and  grilse.  On  Friday, 
the  17th,  the  open  day  for  the  public,  thirty-seven  salmon 
and  grilse  were  landed  by  the  locals.  The  river  is  now 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the  prospects  are  good  for 
tho  remainder  of  season. — D.  Watson. 

Shielbridge  Hotel  (Loch.  Shiel,  Acharach.) — 
From  Aug.  16  to  Aug.  20,  Dr.  Cullen,  Messrs.  Lyall,  R. 
Stone,  Preston,  H.  and  J.  Christie,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McIntyre  have  had  excellent  sport,  their  scores  being  : 
Salmon,  521b  ; grilse,  571b. ; sea  and  brown  trout,  421b. 

Sligachan  (Skye). — 13th,  Messrs.  Muir,  181b.  from 
Loch  Ladel.  14th,  Mr.  Muir,  jun.,  from  river,  eighteen 
trout,  81b;  Colonel  Clark,  twelve  trout,  5Jlb. ; Mr. 
Barrie,  seven  trout,  2flb.  16th,  Mr.  Muir,  jun.,  eight 
tront,  4jlb. 

Spey. — During  the  past  week  the  river  has  been  in 
flood  with  the  heavy  rainfalls,  which  are  still  being 
experienced.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Wed- 
nesday, Mr.  Findlay  had  two  grilse,  of  51b.  and3Jlb.,  and 
another  on  Thursday  ; while  on  the  Pitcroy  water,  Mr. 
C.  M.  P.  Burn  had  a salmon  of  131b.  and  a basket  of 
yellow  trout  weighing  161b.  ; and  Mr.  Dance,  game- 
keeper,  a salmon  of  7 Jib. ; and  on  this  day  week. 
General  Briggs,  a newly-run  salmon  of  111b.  On  the 
Ballindalloch  water,  a salmon  and  two  grilse  were  got  > 
and  on  the  Castle  Grant  section,  a salmon  of  61b. — J.  M. 

South,  of  Scotland.— Sport  has  still  declined  on 
the  Border  streams.  During  the  past  week  the  rivers 
were  disturbed  with  rains,  and  floods  have  interrupted 
fly-fishing.  On  the  Annan  Major-Gen.  and  Lieut. 
Chichester  and  Messrs.  J.  Baxter,  J.  Laurie,  Morgan, 
Peter  Loudon,  Beel,  and  Scott  have  had  some  good  sport 
among  the  herling.  Very  few  salmon  are  running  in  the 
Solway  nets.  One  fine  autumn  salmon  of  411b.  was 
caught  at  the  Annan  nets.  The  Ayr  lochs  and  the  rivers 
of  that  district  have  done  fairly  well  of  late,  and  the 
sport  has  much  improved  in  the  Galloway  rivers,  espe- 
cially in  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire.  Very  little 
sport  is  reported  from  the  Nith  this  week.  All  the 
waters  are  now  in  capital  fly  order. — Heathkrbell. 

Tweed. — The  rivers  in  the  Kelso  district  have  been 
in  capital  angling  order,  and  anglers  have  had  a very 
fair  time  of  it  during  the  past  ten  days.  On  the 
Tweed  some  good  baskets  have  been  got ; on  the  Kale 
two  baskets  of  111b.  ; and  on  the  Bowmont  takes  of 
from  31b.  up  to  61b.  have  fallen  to  several  anglers ; and 
on  Monday  Mr.  Robert  Hendry,  fisherman,  on  the  Upper 
Floors  Castle  water,  killed  a salmon  of  91b.  The  Tweed 
net  salmon  fishings  at  Berwick,  in  the  river  and  on  the 
sea  coast,  have  been  very  unproductive  during  the  past 
week.  The  season  closes  on  Sept.  14.  Salmon  con- 
tinue very  scarce,  grilse  have  declined,  and  trout  do  not 
improve  in  numbers.  Last  week  a few  fish  of  from  281b. 
up  to  341b.  were  caught  in  the  nets. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.— Angling  hardly  so  good 
this  week,  but  weather  improving. — W.  Blackadder. 

Bann  (Coleraine). — Fishing  on  this  river  at  this 
station  in  the  past  ten  days  has  been  very  good.  The 
best  fish  of  the  week  was  a 30-pounder,  killed  at  the 
Casts  by  Mr.  Henry  Keown,  Red  House,  Coleraine,  on 
the  18th  inst.  Three  seasons  ago,  at  the  same  place, 
Mr.  Keown  bagged  a 501b.  fish.  At  Toome,  Mr.  Giles 
killed  a 51b.  trout  last  week. 

Connaught  Rivers.  — The  Corrib  remains  in  fair 
order  as  regards  volume  and  colour.  The  principal 
bags  since  last  report  were : Mr.  Mitchell,  eight 

salmon  and  peal ; Mr.  Walker,  nine  salmon  and  peal ; 
Mr.  O’Flatherty,  four  fish ; Major  Bourke  and  Mr. 
Duff  had  a few  fish  each. 

Coppal  Lake. — Sport  has  been  pretty  good,  many 
anglers  having  good  baskets  of  white  and  brown  tront. 
The  charge  for  a single  rod  on  this  water  is  two 
shillings  per  day.  This  lake  is  now  in  fine  angling 
order,  and  sea  and  brown  trout  numerous  at  present. 

Donegal  Rivers. — On  tho  Clady  Mr.  C.  Charter,  in 
six  days,  killed  fourteen  salmon  ; Mr.  Penn,  two,  in  two 
days  ; Mr.  Pownell,  one  ; Dr.  MoFaddon,  three ; and  Dr. 
Smith,  one.  At  Carrick,  Mr.  Henry  Clarke,  in  ten  days, 
killed  thirteen  salmon  and  a number  of  white  trout. 
Angling  is  dull  on  the  Erne. — J.  B. 

Erne. — Tho  weather  oontinuod  very  unsettled  all 
through  the  past  woek,  and  in  consequonco  tho  returns 
were  not  up  to  tho  mark*;  still  fair  sport  was  obtained 
by  Major  Trevelyan, Captain  Barry,  and  Mrs.  J.  John- 
ston (ono  fish  over  201b.),  Messrs.  Monday,  Cakshott, 
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Johnston,  Vokons,  Thomas,  Carson,  &c.  Several  good 
trout  were  taken  within  the  past  few  days. — M.  Bogan. 

Faughan  (Derry). — Pishing  on  this  river  is  fairly 
good,  and  will  probably  improve  when  flax  water  has 
left.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon,  but  very  difficult  to 
catch,  fly  and  worm  evoking  no  response.  With  the 
first  large  flood  in  the  river  a large  “ run  up  ” of  white 
trout  it  expected.  The  Foyle  (into  which  the  Faughan 
runs)  is  at  present  very  full  of  largo  salmon  ; they  can 
be  seen  leapiner  in  dozens. — X. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry). — -A  fow  salmon  have  been  had  by 
Mr.  Taylor  and  other  gentlemen  out  from  the  Bayview 
and  Lake  Hotels.  Visitors  at  the  former  hotel  have  the 
privilege  of  free  fishing  on  this  water.  Good  baskets 
of  both  white  and  brown  trout  have  also  been  had  in 
the  evenings  on  the  upper  reaches. — T.  .T,  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  fallen  off  a good  deal,  but  the  lake  has  been  too 
high.  A few  salmon  have  been  had  last  week,  the  most 
successful  anglers  in  this  line  being  Major  Reynolds, 
Col.  Rogers,  Major  Cresswell,  Mr.  J.  H.  Merryweather, 
and  Mr.  Mason.  White  and  brown  trout  angling  has 
been  poor.  On  the  river  some  fine  sport  was  had  in  the 
late  evenings  among  the  heavy  brown  trout  by  anglers 
using  the  worm. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pcllen  fisheries  are  again 
improving  after  a lapse  of  a month,  and  good  takes  have 
been  effected.  The  cross  channel  prices  are  from  193.  to 
21s.  per  box  (620  fish).  Night  lining  for  eels  is  also 
good. — .T.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  at  brown  trout  continues  good,  and  all  these 
waters  are  keeping  in  good  angling  order.  On  Cooma- 
voher  Lake  the  baskets  obtained  were  well  up  to  the 
average.  Cummeravanig,  Filealough,  and  Lough 
Drenane,  have  also  fished  well. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Sport  is  holding  up 
fairly  well  on  the  river  with  salmon  and  grilse.  The 
best  catch  by  one  rod  was  made  by  Mr.  Simon  Scroope, 
seven  fish  in  two  days  (three  salmon  and  four  grilse), 
averaging  8|lb.  apiece.  Others  had  on  an  average 
one  fish  a day.  Some  nice  baskets  of  sea  trout 

have  been  had  in  the  tidal  water  on  the  river ; 

fish  up  to  2|lb.  and  31b.  have  been  got.  Sport  on  the 
loughs  very  dull  except  with  pike.  Mr.  Edgar  Charles 
Baker,  of  Weybridge,  had  a nice  pike  of  241b..  with 
several  others  of  from  51b.  to  101b.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson 
had  five  fish  in  two  days  (91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  111b.,  7|lb.).— 
Frank  Hearns. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Mourne  continues  in  good 
form.  On  the  Newtown  Stewart  sections  several  good 
salmon,  grilse,  and  white  and  brown  trout  have  been 
taken  since  the  16th  inst.  A few  salmon  up  to  101b. 

were  killed  on  the  Roe  and  Blackwafer  this  week. 

Trouting  is  pretty  good  on  all  the  smaller  streams. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
has  been  good  on  these  waters.  Several  gentlemen  have 
been  out  from  the  hotels  and  had  good  baskets  of  white 
and  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  COMPETITION. 

On  the  23rd,  several  members  were  added  to  this 
committee,  when  we  had  the  full  list  from  the  secretary 
of  the  late  Lea  competition  (Mr.  Malby).  There  are 
now  upwards  of  sixty  prizes,  and  the  books  of  tickets, 
&c.,  will  be  sent  to  the  various  clubs  by  their  next 
meetings,  if  possible.  Full  particulars  will  appear  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  next  Saturday.— B.  Abrahams. 


ELDRIDGE’S  EXCURSIONS. 

An  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting  from  Amber- 
ley)  will  take  place  on  Sept.  2 for  the  following  valuable 
prizes:  1st  prize,  <£2 ; 2nd  prize,  £\  10a.  ; 3rd  prize, 
,£1  ; 4th  prize,  14s. ; 5th  prize.  Us.  ; 6th  prize,  10s.  Gd.  ; 
7th  prize,  10s.  6d.  ; 8th  prize,  10s.  ; 9th  prize,  10s. ; 10th 
prize,  10s. ; 11th  prize  (specimen  roach),  10s.  Gd.  ; 12tb 
prize  (specimen  bream),  umbrella.  Entrance  fee  6d., 
which  will  be  added  to  the  prizes.  All  to  start  on 
the  morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred  ; Thames  measure.  No 
one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent. One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

Weighing  to  commence  at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be 
received  after  4.30  sharp.  All  prizes  will  be  paid  to  the 
successful  competitors  immediately  after  weighing-in. 

Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  1. 


Angling  Competition  on  the  Bann. — On  the  18th 
inst.  the  second  annual  competition  in  connection  with 
the  North  East  Ulster  Angling  Club  came  off  at  Toome, 
on  the  Bann.  After  an  exciting  contest,  the  club  cup 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Turner,  president,  and  the  other 
prizes  to  Messrs.  H.  M.  Smyth,  W.  Woods,  W. 
Mcllween,  and  W.  Vyse,  in  order  of  merit. 

The  Aquarium  programme  at  the  present  moment  is 
simply  immense,  and  with  our  glacial  summer,  as  the 
French  call  it,  in  the  intervals  of  fishing,  a visit  to  Mr. 
Ritchie’s  popular  place  of  entertainment  is  quite  the 
best  thing  to  do.  You  can  walk  about,  smoke,  see  the 
wonderful  entertainments,  tell  of  the  last  fish  you 
caught  and  how  wet  you  got,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
under  cover,  in  a comfortable  well-lighted  building, 
and  all  this  for  one  shilling.  By  the  way,  how  Colonel 
Custance’s  Salmo  have  grown  since  the  last  Fisheries 
Exhibition  ! They  are  in  the  first  tank,  and  are  a 
perfect  picture.  The  Photographic  Exhibition  opens 
on  the  11th,  and  will,  it  is  stated,  be  a grand  show. 


departs  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall.  — The 
delegates  mot  on  Monday  last,  the  20th  instant. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  occupied  the  chair.  After  the 
preliminary  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the 
visiting  officers  were  called  on  to  make  their 
reports.  Mr.  Manning  had  attended  the  Great 
Eastern  Angling  Society,  where,  owing  to  some  mis- 
understanding, only  two  club3  were  represented.  Mr. 
Armstrong  visited  the  Rodney,  where  thirteen  clubs  had 
representatives.  Mr.  Thorling  had  a decided  success 
at  the  St.  Luke’s.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Mr. 
W.  Poole  should  receive  the  appointment  of  hon.  bailiff 
to  the  Slough  and  Langley  Fishery.  The  chairman 
stated  that,  considering  Mr.  Davis  had  not  summoned 
either  of  our  representatives  for  fishing  in  water  claimed 
by  him,  he  now  thought  that  members  might  fish  there, 
and  should  Mr.  Davis  interfere  or  summon  them  legal 
assistance  would  be  afforded  at  the  Association’s  ex- 
pense. John  Archer'Houblon,|Esq  , claims  the  right  for 
us  to  fish  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  his  particular 
stretch  of  the  Stort,  being  half-way  between  Bishop 3 
Stortford  and  Spillbrook  Lock.  The  association’s 
balance  at  its  bankers  exceeds  <£130.  It  was  agreed  that 
Mr.  J.  Lawrence,  of  the  Boat  House,  Tottenham, 
should  be  recommended  to  the  Lei  Conservancy  for  an 
appointment  of  hon.  bailiff.  The  secretary  reported  that 
two  men  had  been  taken  to  Stoke  Newington  Police 
Station  for  fishing  at  night  with  trimmers,  where  they 
were  detained  until  their  names  and  addresses  had  been 
taken  and  verified;  probably  they  will  be  summoned. 
The  roll  was  now  called,  fifty-six  clubs  were  represented. 
A long  discussion  ensued  regarding  our  Weybridge 
Fishery.  Two  of  our  delegates  went  down  to  Weybridge, 
and  investigated  sundry  charges  which  had  been  made 
regarding  poaching  when  the  water  was  recently  drawn 
down  ; it  appears  that  sundry  gipsies  did  steal  a quantity 
of  fish,  but  no  one  in  the  neighbourhood  cared  to  give  any 
information  that  would  enable  the  Association  to  take 
action  in  the  matter.  The  subject  was  adjourned  till 
next  delegate  meeting,  when  the  president  will  be  asked 
to  attend.  Mr.  Manning  gave  notice  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  bring  on  a motion  to  give  up  this  fishery. 
This  will  be  supported  by  Mr.  Tibbatts.  The  East  London 
Water  Company  have  promised  us  another  opportunity 
of  netting  one  of  their  large  reservoirs.  Three  large  nets 
having  been  offered  the  association  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of 
the  Grange  Angling  Society,  measuring  respectively 
70ft.,  60ft  , and  40ft.  long,  by  6ft.  deep,  this  very 
handsome  present  was  received  with  thanks.  The 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  was  instructed  to 
investigate  an  important  matter  relating  to  our  Lang- 
ford Fishery,  and  inquiries  are  also  being  directed  to 
Ponder’s  End  Fishery.  A vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
the  chairman. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’ Association  (No.  1,  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Hoxton 
Brothers,  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  27,  at  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road  (next  door  to  the  Shoreditch  station, 
North  London  Railway),  when  I hope  to  have  a good 
attendance.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  Wenlock  Angling  Society,  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  12.  Secretaries  please  note. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall.— 
Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  ill  6s.  from  the  Queen's  Piscatorials, 
ill  4s.  6d.  Royal  George,  and  14s.  6d.  the  Queen’s 
Angling  Society  (from  their  donation  boxes). — 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  hill  Gate. — 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  the  22nd  inst.  ; 
we  elected  another  working  member  (Mr.  Prouten).  The 
following  weighed-in  : on  the  17th,  tench  and  roach, 
31b.  12oz. ; on  the  17th,  Leslie,  roach  and  tench,  31b. 
7oz.  ; on  the  19th,  Mr.  Carey,  bream,  181b.  3foz.,  largest 
21b.  14jOz. ; Mr.  Fuller,  bream,  81b.  6£oz. ; H.  Challen, 
roach  and  tench,  61b.  15oz.,  largest  tench,  lib.  GJoz.  ; 
R.  Challen,  roach,  lib.  8foz. ; G.  Blades,  on  the  22nd,  51b. 
7£oz.  Will  all  members  please  attend  next  Wednesday. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s  - inn  - fields. — On  Aug.  19  the 
following  weighed-in : Messrs.  J.  Drew,  roach  and 
gudgeon  ; W.  Hopping,  rndd  and  tench  (heaviest  tench 
2lb.  4foz.) ; S.  Masters,  roach;  J.  W.  Hall,  roach  ; H. 
Seymour,  roach ; S.  Cuthbush,  dace.  1 hope  members 
will  turn  np  as  early  as  possible  on  the  26th,  as  there  is 
something  important  to  bring  forward. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — On  Aug.  19 
Messrs.  Harding,  Moir,  and  Wolt  weighed  in  a nice  Bhow 
of  bream,  roach,  and  perch.  The  next  roving  match 
will  take  place  on  Sept.  2 at  Hatfield  Peverel.  Train 
from  Liverpool-street  at  8.20  a.m. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Aug.  19  we 
fished  our  return  match  with  the  Battersea  Friendlies 
at  Woking,  the  Battersea  Friendly  winning  by  a few 
ounces.  For  particulars  see  Battersea  Friendly  report. 
On  Aug.  26  we  fish  a match  at  Walton  ; roving  ; jack 
barred.  On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  Dixon  had  a fine  show  of 
roach  and  barbel. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Clerkenwell. — On  the  19th  inst.  the 
members  of  the  above  journeyed  to  King’s  Langley  to 
fish  for  four  prizes,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
returned  as  winners  : Messrs.  Coneybeare,  roach ; 

Mollon,  roach  ; Hutchings,  roach  and  dace  ; and  Merry  , 
roach.  Messrs.  Embleton,  Rose,  and  nearly  all  the 


members  had  fish.  Our  thirty-eight  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  Aug.  26  at  Couisdon.  Two  brakes  will 
start  from  clubhouse  at  8 o’clock  sharp. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent  road. — We  had  a very  lair  attendance 
at  our  last  meeting,  when  an  animated  discussion  over 
the  late  cup  competition  took  place.  It  was  ultimately 
decided  to  send  a deputation  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  on 
the  subject,  which  I hope  will  be  successful  and  clear  the 
matter  up.  I will  write  those  members  who  are  to 
attend  the  date  when  they  can  be  received.  Mr. 
Palmer  weighed-in  for  the  second  prize  left  over,  also 
Mr.  Jones,  for  the  third,  with  nice  shows  ; one  remaining 
prize  to  go  for  on  Aug.  26.  The  punt  match  was  a great 
success ; although  not  heavy  takes,  all  weighed-in. 
The  first  fell  to  Mr.  Barratt ; the  second  to  Mr. 
Watkins  ; the  third  to  Mr.  Martin  ; and  the  fourth  to 
Mr.  Elston.  The  member’s  prize  fell  to  Mr.  Shonfield; 
also  half-guinea  for  the  heaviest  roach  on  the  day.  The 
visitor’s  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Bowles.  — W.  F.  B. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth.— Since  my  last  report 
Mr.  Scutt  has  been  weighing-in  some  grand  shows  of 
fish  from  the  Arun,  also  Mr.  Savage  some  fine  bags  of 
bream  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Repp  was  elected  working 
member,  and  started  well  by  weighing-in  a good  show 
of  bream  from  Hampton  (largest  31b.  6oz.).  Mr.  H. 
Hillsleys  and  Mr.  W.  Waight  were  proposed  as  working 
members.  We  fish  our  monthly  prizes  at  Dagenham 
Lake  on  Sept.  2,  starting  by  brake  from  clubhouse. 
Members  wishing  to  go  please  attend  next  Wednesday 
night.— J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s  road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  members  of 
this  club  fished  the  return  match  with  the  Amicable 
Excelsior  Angling  Society  on  19th,  at  Woking  (pegged- 
down),  for  a supper  and  eleven  prizes,  value  three 
guineas,  one  given  from  each  club,  and  one  from  Mr. 
Holmes,  host  White  Horse,  Woking  village.  Fourteen 
a-side  competed,  and  after  an  exciting  contest  was  won 
by  Battersea  Friendly  by  10joz  The  following  were 
the  prize  winners  : W.  Hines,  B.F.,  1st,  and  extra  prize 
for  largest  roach  presented  by  C.  Wartell ; A.  Jenkins, 
B F , 2nd  ; W.  Hersant,  B.F.  3rd ; J.  Jones,  A.E.,  4th  ; 
D.  Cooper,  A.E.,  5th;  C.  Barraclough,  A.E.,  6th ; W. 
Turner,  A.E.,  7th;  W.  Thomas,  B.F.,  8th;  A.  West- 
broom,  B.F.,  9th  ; Bond,  A.E.,  10th;  Bailey,  A.E.,  11th. 
The  supper  will  take  place  at  the  Amicables’  clubhouse, 
Prince  Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea  Park-road,  on 
Monday,  August  27,  8.30  p.m.,  when  the  clubs  would  be 
happy  to  meet  a few  friends.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  J.  Antliffe 
weighed-in 41b.  8oz.  of  nice  roach  from  Pulborough.  The 
next  match  to  take  place  at  Yalding,  on  Ssptember  9. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— We  had  a fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  20th,  contributed  by  the  following  members  : 
W.  S.  Clarke,  G.  A.  Woodhead,  H.  Patman,  A.  Conn, 
G.  Armstrong,  G.  Pocock,  J.  B.  Pearce.  Total  gross 
weight  511b.  The  competition  for  the  August  series  of 
prizes  will  take  place  ou  the  27th,  place  and  condition 
to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  23rd.  The  next 
visit  on  the  South  London  United  No.  2 Visiting  List 
will  be  paid  to  this  society  ; notice  of  date  next  week. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  the  following  gentle- 
men have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Deplidge,  a splendid  show  of 
roach  from  Thames ; Mr.  Marrigold,  bream ; Mr. 
Burbury,  tench,  one  weighing  21b.  2oz.,  and  one 
lib.  lOoz. ; and  Mr.  Holden,  barbel.  I wish  to  remind 
members  1 have  the  photograph  taken  by  Mr.  Gregg  in 
hand.  Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place  at  Amberley 
on  Sept.  2,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  Mr. 
Gregg,  of  the  North  London,  has  kindly  added  to  our 
prize  list  one  dozen  photographs  of  member  for  largest 
parch  during  season.  We  also  made  a new  member. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — Our  peg- 
down  match  took  place  on  the  19th  inst.,  when  only  one 
fish  was  taken  (a  roach)  by  Mr.  A.  Wilshaw,  who  took 
the  first  prize.  Messrs.  Roach,  Rich,  and  Thornatt 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from  other  waters.  We  have 
a roving  match  for  the  remaining  three  prizes  on 
Aug.  26. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern, 
Dalby-street,  Prince  of  Wales’s-road,  Kentish  Town. — 
Since  la9t  report  we  have  had  some  good  takes  regis- 
tered by  the  members,  Mr.  Rundell  leading  with  bream, 
several  good  fish  ; Mr.  Jennings,  jack  and  rudd  ; Mr. 
Eaglestone,  roach  and  tench,  heaviest  tench,  21b.  9|oz. 
Should  bo  pleased  to  see  members  in  reference  to  day’s 
outing. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea. — On  Aug.  19  several  of  the 
members  were  out,  but  only  Messrs.  Cecil  and  Davis 
brought  up  fish  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Brown  weighed-in 
from  public  water  eight  bream,  weighing  281b.,  the  two 
heaviest  fish  51b.  Goz.  and  41b.  15oz.  respectively.  Mem- 
bers will  please  to  try  and  come  up  next  Wednesday,  as 
arrangements  will  then  be  made  for  preservation  week. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Our  members  were  out  in  force  for 
prizes  on  the  19th  inst.,  but  were  very  unsuccessful,  not 
one  having  the  stipulated  weight  to  take  a prize.  Mr. 
B.  Bissell  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  dace  ; J.  Hart, 
jack,  from  other  waters.  We  fish  again  at  Dagenham 
Lake  on  Aug.  26,  on  the  same  condition  as  last  week,  all 
to  go  down  by  the  last  train  on  Saturday  leaving  from 
Bromley. — J.  Watklns. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Fitter  saved  us  from 
a blank  with  a nice  show  of  roach.  On  Aug.  19,  the 
following  members  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Amey,  roach ; 
Speaight,  roach  ; White,  roach ; and  Fitter,  dace. 
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Canning'  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  tho  19th  inst.,  but  only  throe 
woighed-in : MosHrs.  . 1 . ltiloy,  roach  and  bream  ; J. 
Sands,  bream ; and  R.  Lashwood,  roach  and  bream. 
Altogether  making  a vory  nice  show.— O.  Joneh. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Goswell- 
rond On  Wednesday  ovening  a largely  attended 
meeting  of  tho  membors  took  placo,  and  important 
business  was  transacted  ; arrangements  wore  made  for 
a competition  to  bo  held  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  2(1. 
As  many  of  tho  members  havo  given  in  thoir  names,  it 
is  hoped  that  a good  show  of  fish  will  bo  tho  result. — 
A.  Burton. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Littlo  College-street,  Thatnes- 
stroet.  On  tho]  19th  inst.  Mr.  Garbrocht  had  roach. 
On  Tuesday  we  made  one  honorary  member.  I hope 
brother  anglers  will  not  forgot  our  visit  on  Monday 
next.,  Aug.  27.  A postal  notice  has  been  sent  to  every 
society  on  tho  list.  Any  other  society  will  be  made 
welcome  that  will  favour  us  with  a call. — J.  E.  C. 

Clerkenvvell  and  District  Visiting  List.— The 
competition  in  connection  with  the  above  came  off  at 
Amberloy  on  July  29  under  vory  unpleasant  conditions, 
rain  falling  heavily  all  day.  Result  in  the  order  named  : 
Mr.  Whitebread  (Amicable  Waltonians),  bib.  12oz.  ; W. 
Strotch  (North  London),  31b.  2oz.  ; Wethard  (Funny 
Folks),  31b.  ; F.  Vanhegan  (Funny  Folks),  lib.  14oz. ; 
Taverner  (Eustonians),  lib.  2£oz.;  J.  A.  Fitch  (Great 
Northern),  12oz.  ; C.  Walters  (Crown  and  Buckland), 
8|oz. ; Windier  (Amicable  Waltonians),  7£oz.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun 
A.S.,  at  the  Sugar  Loaf,  Littlo  College-street, IThames- 
street  (at  the  back  of  Cannon-street  station),  on  Monday 
next,  Aug.  27. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Northwold-road,  Stoke 
Newington. — A special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
next,  Aug.  28,  when  I hope  all  members  will  attend  at 
8.30  sharp. — W.  T.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kersal-road.  — On 
Aug.  19  Messrs.  W.  Hill  and  J.  Hicks  weighed-in 
roach  and  tench.  I hope  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday 
next,  as  there  is  some  very  important  business  to  bring 
forward,  and  likewise  the  conditions  for  the  first 
private  prize  match.  Members  may  now  have  prize 
lists  on  application  to  the  secretary. — T.  Twynam. 

Dalston  AnglingSociety.Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Aug.  19  Messrs.  Robinson, 
Pocock,  Cogswell,  Slade,  and  Parram  weighed-in  some 
very  good  bream  and  roach.  On  Tuesday,  the  21st,  three 
of  my  members  fished  our  water  at  Ponders  End  with  very 
gratifying  results,  they  weighed-in  between  them  251b. 
of  grand  roach  and  dace.  On  Aug.  26  we  fish  a pegged- 
down  match  in  the  Slough  Canal  in  the  Tank  Pound.— S. 
Malby. 

Dulwich.  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose 
Green,  East  Dulwich. — Messrs.  Dear  and  Venables, 
members  of  the  above  society,  fishing  on  the  Rother,  on 
Saturday  last,  caught  91b.  of  fine  roach,  average  weight 
lib.  The  above  society  meet  every  Friday  night,  at 
9 p.m.  Visitors  from  other  angling  clubs  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome.— Henry  W.  Stagg. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  the  Eagle,  Chesnut-road, 
Tottenham. — We  have  had  some  very  good  shows  of 
fish  during  the  past  fortnight.  Mr.  Collier  has  weighed 
in  three  takes  of  bream  of  851b.,  741b.,  and  261b.  respec- 
tively ; Mr.  Dyer  has  also  shown  in  some  good  bream  up 
to  31b.  each.  Mr.  Day,  fishing  in  the  Wiltshire  Avon, 
has  had  some  nice  chub,  averaging  21b.  each,  as  well  as 
some  good  roach  and  dace.  Other  members  have  been 
out  with  varying  success.  At  a committee  meeting, 
held  on  Tuesday  last,  it  was  decided  to  have  a supper 
and  musical  evening  on  Thursday,  Oct.  4,  further  par- 
ticulars of  which  will  be  issued  later.  Those  members 
who  have  not  paid  their  subscriptions  are  requested  to 
forward  them  to — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  Totten- 
ham. On  A.ug.  19  Messrs.  Phesay,  Rencher,  Price, 
Jones,  Warwick,  Balaam,  and  Killick  weighed-in  fish, 
some  nice  roach  over  lib.,  some  lib.  4oz.,  Mr.  Killick 
winning  the  fortnightly  prize.  On  Wednesday  night 
Mr.  Cartwright  had  121b.  5oz.  of  fine  roach,  and  Mr. 
Claridge  a small  jack.  Mr.  Balaam  was  the  only  prize 
winner  at  the  pegged-down  match.  The  five  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Sept.  25  at  Harlow,  making 
eleven  prizes  to  be  competed  for. — H.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington,  High- 
street,  Epsom. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed  in:  R.  Brown,  roach;  E.  T. 
Brown,  roach ; and  H.  Duncan,  bream,  the  largest 
31b.  3£oz.— E.  W.  Hailes. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — On  Aug.  17  Mr.  George  Levet 
was  elected  a member.  I am  happy  to  say  we  are  on  the 
right  path  to  make  this  society  a strong  and  good  one. 
The  following  gentlemen  have  contributed  to  our  prize 
list : Messrs.  M.  Morgan,  F.  Eldridgo,  J.  Gillies,  and 
H.  S.  Norris. — H.  8.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
God  win-road,  Forest  Gate.— On  Aug.  19  Mr.  W.  Head 
weighed-in  roach.  The  delegate  gave  his  report  of  the 
business  transacted  at  the  Anglers’  Association,  which 
was  accepted,  and  a vote  of  thanks  accorded  him.  Those 
members  who  are  apparently  out  of  town  will  please 
remember  that  quarterly  night  is  approaching,  when 
notice  of  motion  will  be  given  in  reference  to  a revision 
of  the  rules.  I am  pleased  to  say  that,  after  a dangerous 
illness  of  seven  months,  Mr.  Hollely  is  once  more  with 
us. — Scribe. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foloy-street. — Our  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  2 to  the 
Slough  and  Langley  Canal,  Members  may  go  down  on 


the  Saturday,  but  must  all  moot  tho  first  train  on  its 
arrival  at  Langley,  where  boxes  and  bags  will  bo 
oxamined  previous  to  tho  draw.  Ono  rod  only  ; usual 
conditions  ; jack  and  ools  barred.  Members  infringing 
those  rules  will  bo  disqualified.  We  are  promised  the 
company  of  a number  of  friends  from  the  Bramley 
Angling  Society,  of  Bramloy-road,  W. — John  Goatlky. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— -Forty  membors  and  friends 
dined  at  tho  Rye  House  on  the  23rd  annual,  and  a 
capital  dinner  was  served  in  tho  best  style.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  took  the  chair.  After  dinner  the  chairman 
gave  the  toasts.  11  Tho  Good  Intent  ” was  responded 
to  by  the  secretary,  “The  Anglers’  Association”  and 
“ The  A.  B.  S.”  by  Mr.  Ghurney.  In  response  to  the 
chairman,  twelve  prizes  were  given,  and  everything 
passed  off  first-rate.  On  the  12th,  Messrs.  Maybury, 
D.  Flint,  Whitmore,  Parker,  and  others  weighed-in. 
On  tho  19th,  Messrs.  Parker,  Whitmore,  Maybury 
weighed-in,  Mr.  Wado  taking  the  5s.  given  by  Mr. 
Hastings  for  the  heaviest  roach  taken  on  the  dinner 
day.  I hope  those  gentlemen  who  have  collection 
sheets  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Frank  Grey’s  benefit  will  please 
forward  on  the  sheets  by  Monday,  so  as  to  close  the 
affair  sharp.  Tho  amount  at  present  received  is  close 
on  .£20.  I trust  I shall  not  have  to  make  another  appeal 
for  the  outstanding  collection  sheets.  We  fish  for  prizes 
at  Cheshunt  on  Sept.  2 ; all  start  by  seven  o’clock  train. 
— R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Stratford  New  Town,  E. — The  members  of  the  above 
club  were  out  on  Aug.  19,  when  the  following  weighed 
fish  : F.  Hudson,  roach  and  jack,  81b.  4oz.  ; W.  Burling, 
jack,  41b.  3oz.  ; J.  Grande,  roach,  lloz.  Mr.  W.  Cave, 
non-member,  favoured  us  with  a good  show  of  bream. 
571b. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — On  the 
19th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Osborne  had  a fine  show  of  roach, 
weighing  361b.  loz.;  A.  Fitch,  roach,  from  Amberley; 
W.  Mogg,  a pretty  show  of  roach  from  the  Stort,  two 
over  lib.  each. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Mason’s  Hall  Tavern, 
Mason’s-avenue,  Basinghall-street.  — The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  on  Tuesday.  It  was 
reported  that  some  non-members  had  been  found  fish- 
ing  in  the  society’s  waters,  and  steps  were  taken  with 
a view  to  prevent  its  recurrence.  The  following  fishing 
reports  were  made  : Mr.  Cooke,  roach  and  bream ; Mr. 
Hope,  one  dace,  13Joz.,  and  twelve  good  roach  from 
the  Cam  ; Mr.  W.  H.  Eldridge,  some  good  roach  from 
Kelvedon,  and  a dozen  perch  from  Cambridgeshire  ; 
Mr.  Bramley,  roach  and  dace  ; Dr.  Ladell,  from  Barton 
Broad,  one  tench,  21b.  15oz.,  one  rudd,  lib.  12Joz., 
bream,  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  5Joz.,  and  21b.  4£oz.,  and  a 
number  of  others,  and  roach,  making  a total  take 
of  231b.  loz.  A new  member  was  proposed.  Dr. 
Brunton,  Mr.  Zergass,  Mr.  Henry,  and  other 
members  gave  some  very  humorous  and  interesting 
particulars  of  their  holiday  experiences.  On  Tuesday, 
Aug.  28,  Mr.  F.  E.  Whiter  will  read  a paper  on  “ Fish- 
ing in  General.”  A casting  tournament  will  take  place 
on  the  society’s  water,  at  Kelvedon,  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  11. — J.  Tayler. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Angling  Society,  Devon 
Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney.  — We  had  a very 
influential  and  crowded  meeting  on  Thursday  night,  and 
did  good  business.  We  made  twelve  new  members,  and 
subscribed  £15  for  prizes.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  next  Thursday,  to  arrange  for  outings.  Messrs. 
Barlow  and  Hallett  were  out  this  week,  and  weighed-in 
some  capital  roach  and  perch. — H.  Cook. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  The  Old  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  members  were  out  on 
Aug  19  for  the  prizes  left  over,  but  returned  a blank. 
Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  26, 
at  the  George  and  Dragon.  The  train  leaves  London 
Bridge  at  6.45  a.m.  The  secretary  will  be  at  the  club- 
house on  Saturday  evening  from  8 o’clock  till  11  o’clock 
to  take  contributions,  so  that  members  may  be  eligible 
for  the  dinner. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbridge  Angling  Association,  Rose  and 
Crown  Inn,  Highbridge. — Mr.  F.  T.  Shellard  received  a 
ticket  of  the  above  association  on  Monday  morning,  and 
had  some  fine  sport,  catching  seven  jack,  weighing  about 
201b.,  and  another  gentleman,  Mr.  Brindon,  taking  four 
jack  weighing  about  141b.  to  151b.  The  gentleman 
above  mentioned  was  trolling  with  spinning  bait  in  the 
River  Brue. — J.  Harris. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Spread 
Eagle,  1,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — The  next 
No.  1 Eastern  District  visit  of  angling  societies  will 
take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  Aug.  27. 
Chairman,  G.  H.  Wood,  Esq.,  president  Hoxton 
Brothers. — R.  Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Aug.  19  Mr.  jBurwash 
weighed-in  dace  and  gudgeon.  On  Tuesday  a new 
member  was  elected  (Mr.  Croker  in  the  chair).  The 
delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Anglers’  Association, 
which  was  satisfactory. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John’s 
Hoad,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — As  announced 
last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  two  spooial 
prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  the  29th  inst.  Competitors 
may  choose  thoir  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters 
barred)  for  those  prizes.  There  are  also  three  special 
prizes  to  bo  fished  for  on  Sept.  9 at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
The  following  membors  weighed-in  on  Aug.  19  : — Mr.  T. 
W.  Garrard,  bream  and  roach,  Mr.  A.  Furlong,  roach  ; 
Mr.  J.  Poole,  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Layton,  dace. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Sovoral  good  takes  of  fish  were  brought 


to  tho  club-room  last  week.  Messrs.  J.  W.  Freeman  and 
] W.  Repkin  weighed-in  roach,  tench,  perch,  and  jack 
from  Windsor;  heaviest  jack,  4£lb.  Mr.  A.  J.  Slatter 
on  Thursday  weighed  in  sixteen  roach  weighing  161b., 

I three  tench  6:1b.,  and  two  jack  ; and  on  Saturday  nine 
| roach  weighing  ID, lb.,  two  tench  4?lb.,  and  three  jack, 
j Our  next  prize  competition  will  take  place  on  the  26th 
inst.  at  Paddock  Wood.  W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association.— 
Sovoral  members  have  been  out,  but  the  takes  havo 
j been  very  small.  Mr.  Lock,  barbel,  41b.  ; Mr.  Gurlaeh, 
dace  ; Mr.  Mason,  roach;  and  Mr.  F.  Newcombe,  roach 
! and  bream. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville.  — On  August  12th,  the 
following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  Briley,  roach, 
51b.  2oz. , two  roach  over  lib.  each ; Mr.  Muscatoll,  one 
bream,  21b.  5Joz.  ; Mr.  White,  roach.  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Muscatel!,  roach  and  bream,  41b.  5Joz. ; Mr  White, 
roach,  41b.  9oz. ; Messrs.  Packer,  Palmer,  and  More, 
roach.  On  Aug.  26  we  fish  a match  at  Bourne  End 
for  several  prizes  ; all  to  start  on  the  morning,  first 
train  from  Paddington.  On  Monday  next  we  pay  a visit 
to  the  Mitre  A.S.,  tho  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street, 
Holborn.  tVe  shall  be  glad  to  see  any  angler  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  assist. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — It  is  probable 
that  our  annual  friendly  contest  with  tho  St.  Helen’s 
Angling  Association,  the  losers  of  which  entertain  the 
winners  to  a first-class  dinner,  will  take  place  in  the 
Lancaster  Canal,  Galgate  way,  early  in  September.  Mr. 
Tom  Till  reports  that  in  eight  days’  fishing,  August  2 to 
10,  ho  had  three  blanks,  but  on  the  other  five  days  he 
landed  123  fish,  weighing  1301b.,  an  average  of  over  lib. 
each,  not  at  all  bad  in  a piscatorial  sense.  Mr.  M. 
King  reports  having  taken  from  private  water  a carp 
which  weighed  61b.  13oz.  I am  in  possession  of  several 
permits  for  small  parties  of  members  to  have  a day’s 
fishing  in  waters  noted  for  the  size  and  numbers  of  fish 
they  contain,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  those 
wishing  to  make  up  a party  as  early  as  possible. 
Weather  very  unsettled,  and  fish  not  feeding. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 
Our  meeting  on  Monday  last  was  poorly  attended. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Mon- 
day, Aug.  27,  as  some  important  business  has  to  be 
transacted.  Mr.  Milton  got  five  carp  (heaviest  51b.), 
from  private  waters;  also  Mr.  Dixon  four  carp  and  a 
tench,  ljlb. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — Several  members  of  this  society  attended 
the  outing  to  Chelmsford  on  Saturday  last,  and  drove 
to  Boreham,  where  it  was  impossible  to  catch  anything 
owing  to  the  strong  current  and  weedy  condition  of  the 
water.  Several  others  went  to  Weybridge,  and  met  with 
no  better  success.  Messrs.  Logan  and  Harold  Skinner 
again  visited  St.  Ives.  They  weighed-in  — Logan, 
91b.  2Joz.  of  roach,  and  a bream  weighing  21b.  lOJoz. ; 
Skinner,  lib.  12joz.  of  roach.  The  weight  of  bream 
caught  by  Mr.  Logan  on  Aug.  12  should  be  111b.  lloz. 
(largest  bream  31b.  loz.). — J.  E.  Griffiths. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — The  Mildmays 
were  again  in  full  force  on  Tuesday.  Several  have  been 
out  during  the  week  and  had  some  fine  takes  of  fish. 
Mr.  Feakes,  fishing  last  week  with  Mr.  Cadman  (a 
member  of  the  Gresham)  at  Cantley,  considering  the 
high  tides  then  prevailing,  had  good  sport  with  the 
bream  and  roach,  the  heaviest  roach  falling  to  Mr. 
Feakes,  1 Jib.  weight.  Members  who  were  absent  please 
don’t  forget  cur  outing  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Aug.  26 
for  seven  special  prizes,  two  rods  allowed,  all  to  start  on 
the  morning ; honorary  members  cordially  invited  on 
this  occasion. — Jno.  Comber. 

North  East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street. — On  Aug.  19,  the  following  weighed- 
in  : Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  bream  and  roach ; C.  Lamb, 
jun.,  roach  and  jack  ; J.  Eaton,  bream,  roach,  and 
perch ; W.  Moore,  dace  and  roach ; G.  Daycocke, 
jun.,  roach  ; W.  Moye,  roach  ; and  G.  Smith,  roach.  On 
Aug.  26  we  fish  at  Rye  House.— A.  Lewis. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  N.  — On  Monday  evening  our 
return  visit  turned  out  a very  great  success,  several  well- 
known  members  givingusa.  look  in  (including  Mr.  Wade, 
the  Central  Association  secretary).  Twenty-two  clubs 
answered  the  roll.  The  evening  was  spent  in  harmony, 
some  capital  songs  being  sung  by  Messrs.  Midson,  Wood, 
Stretch,  Godfrey,  Beer,  Watling,  &c.  On  Aug.  19  we 
had  no  fish  weighed-in,  although  several  of  our  members 
went  out,  but  did  not  return  till  Monday  evening. — 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham. — Several  members 
were  out  on  Aug.  19  for  prizes,  which  resulted  in 
Mr.  Royal  being  first,  Mr.  Holt  second,  and  Mr.  Steed- 
man  third.  Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  that 
the  special  meeting  takes  place  next  week. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak, 
Stepney-green. — On  the  19th  inst.  wo  had  a fine  show  of 
roach  and  dace  : Messrs.  S.  Silverton,  roach  ; W.Creasey 
had  a fine  show  of  daoo  ; B.  Wilton,  roach  and  dace. 
Wednesday  next  will  be  monthly  night;  those  who  have 
arrears  to  clear  up,  please  attend. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Aug.  19  last  Mr.  C.  Chapman  had  a 
good  tray  of  jack,  tench,  and  bream  from  Elstree ; 
Messrs.  A.  Chapman,  Carr,  Elbourn.  Boulfior,  Mares, 
Reed,  Milton,  Keiller,  F.  Dove,  and  C.  Dovo  weighing-in 
a very  nioo  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  Sovoral 
prizos  will  boanglodfor  on  Sept.  2. — W.  Elbourn. 

Pixie  Brothers  AAgling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  Now  Kent-road. — Membors  of  tho  above 
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are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  to  select  a plaoo 
for  our  next  outing,  which  will  take  place  on  Sept.  9.  A 
few  fish  were  weighed-in  on  Aug.  19  by  Mr.  Line  and 
Mr.  Utting  (bream),  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Adams 
(roach),  all  from  the  Arun.  Mr.  Naylor  has  been 
getting  some  big  bream,  the  largest  throe  being  4ilb., 
51b.  £oz.,  and  61b.  3Joz.  Messrs.  Highland  and  Warr 
were  proposed  as  working  members. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne-road,  North  Kensington. — A match  will  take 
place  at  Windsor  on  Aug.  26.  Meet  at  Westbourne 
Park  station  at  8.15 ; one  rod  ; live  bait  allowed;  cease 
fishing  at  six  o’clock.  Members  may  come  down  by  a 
later  train,  but  must  report  themselves  to  a brother 
member  before  fishing  and  comply  with  the  rules. 

Queen’s  Angling1  Society,  Latimer  Arms, 
Walmer-road,  W. — Our  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  2, 
at  Harefield ; we  go  by  brakes,  leaving  our  clubhouse 
at  12.30  a.m.  All  members  wishing  to  go,  please  give  in 
their  names  not  later  than  Thursday,  Aug.  30. 

Radcliffe  and  Filkington  Angling  Associa- 
tion.— The  members  of  the  above  association  had  their 
annual  outing  on  Saturday  last  to  Golgate.  Twenty- 
eight  members  competed.  All  who  took  part  in  the  con- 
test were  allowed  a prize.  The  following  were  the  first 
eight:  P.  Porter,  T.  Pearson,  T.  Crook,  J.  H.  Kay,  T. 
Booth,  E.  Taylor,  H.  Gresty,  Robt.  Lomax.  A most 
enjoyable  day  was  spent. 

Rivington  Angling  Society,  Rivington-street, 
Curtain-road. — All  members  are  requested  to  attend  a 
special  general  meeting  next  Wednesday,  to  arrange  a 
match  and  other  important  business.  We  should  like 
to  see  all  those  who  have  promised  to  join  us. — Mac. 

Rodney  Piscatorials.  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street. — Our  next  monthly  outing 
takes  place  at  Amberley  on  the  26th  inst.  Two  new 
working  members  were  made  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Mr.  J.  Hill  and  Mr.  J.  Regardso.  Mr.  G.  Sharman  sent 
up  a fine  jack  of  7lb.  from  the  Thames  on  Wednesday. 
Mr.  J.  Smith  will  read  a paper  to  us  about  the  end  of 
September ; I cannot  give  date  just  at  present,  I hope 
to  do  so  next  week. — E.  S.  Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson-street 
Mary lebone.—  Most  of  our  members  were  out  on  Aug.  19, 
and  made  a very  good  show.  Messrs.  Payne,  Briggs, 
and  Rickwood  taking  some  nice  roach  and  bream,  as 
also  did  Messrs.  Hugkulstone  and  Bonham.  Our  first 
visit  takes  place  on  Thursday,  Sept.  6,  when  we  hope 
to  see  many  friends  and  anglers. — R.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.— On  the  19th  inst.  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  succeeded  in  getting  very  fair 
bags,  viz.,  Messrs.  Hughes,  jun.,  Hughes,  sen.,  Shury, 
Sartain,  Harris,  sen.,  Harris,  jun.  Last  meeting  night 
we  added  one  more  gentleman  to  our  list  of  members, 
and  two  other  candidates  were  proposed  for  membership. 
On  Sept.  13  we  take  a return  visit  on  the  Central, 
when  we  hope  to  see  a good  attendance  of  anglers. 
Members  please  note  that  next  meeting  night  is 
quarterly  night. — T.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  19th  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  J.  Wright  had  barbel,  dace,  and  roach,  and  Mr.  F. 
C.  Ballinger  bream,  largest  31b.  ll^oz.  Other  members 
were  out  and  had  fish,  but  did  not  bring  them  to  the 
club. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  good  business.  A presentation  of  prizes  by  Mr. 
Jardine  took  place  on  the  15th,  Mr.  Orchard  1st,  Mr. 
Edwards  2nd,  Mr.  C.  Tilbury  3rd,  with  a fine  show  of 
chub,  barbel,  perch,  and  dace,  some  of  them  being  good 
specimens.  Our  launch  outing  up  Thames  took  place 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  when  forty-one  members 
and  friends  turned  up  to  enjoy  the  trip  as  far  as  Reading, 
staying  at  Marlow  on  Saturday  to  take  part  in  the 
regatta  being  held  on  that  day,  and  returning  on  Sun- 
day, after  having  enjoyed  the  lovely  breeze,  &e. 
Sundry  members  fishing  here  weighed-in  at  our 
new  branch  for  the  first  time— C.  Tilbury,  chub; 
J.  Hidde,  dace;  J.  Guyver,  rudd  and  tench.  A goodly 
show  of  fish,  and  all  are  eager  for  another  venture,  which 
is  contemplated  only,  as  the  time  is  getting  late  in  the 
season. — J.  G.  Laming. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  The 

Bush  Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush  Green,  W. — Mr.  Rogers 
has  been  busy  with  the  fly  among  the  dace,  having 
weighed-in  71b.  14oz. ; the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Park- 
hurst),  a chub,  21b.  12oz.  (caught  with  fly),  roach 
51b.  15oz.,  and  perch,  21b.  12foz.  ; Mr.  Heard,  seven 
roach,  71b.  7oz. ; Mr.  Baldock,  two  roach,  lib.  13joz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Suffling,  roach  and  rudd,  81b.  6oz.  At  the 
competition,  on  the  15th  inst.,  the  hon.  secretary  won 
the  first  prize  (the  only  one  taken)  with  51b.  3)oz.  of 
roach  and  dace. — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Strand.— On  Aug.  19  Mr.  Puttock  weighed- 
in  12ilb.  of  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Smales,  71b.  of  roach, 
bream,  and  dace ; Mr.  Mengles,  dace  and  perch  (largest 
dace  9Joz.).  On  Tuesday  last  the  committee  met  and 
arranged  the  remainder  of  the  prizes  for  the  coming 
season. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — The 

Hope,  Pollard’s-row. — The  members  of  the  above  were 
out  on  Aug.  19,  but  were  not  very  successful.  They  will 
fish  a roving  match  on  Aug.  26  from  the  Fish  and  Eels, 
Broxbourne,  to  the  Black  Pool  or  October  Hole  at 
Rye  House. — T.  Sayce. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials.— On  Aug.  19  we  fished  at  Pulboro’  for  two 
prizes,  but  only  Mr.  Giddy  had  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  a prize.  Mr.  Pope  had  a nice  show  of  roach  on 
Friday  last.  Our  “ mystery”  champion  has  been 


weighing-in  some  very  nice  shows  of  roach.  On  Monday 
evening  the  visit  of  the  South  London  clubs  took 
place,  and  after  a very  enjoyable  ovening,  thanks 
to  the  talented  artistes  that  appeared  on  that 
occasion,  sixteen  societies  answered  to  the  roll. 
Professor  Closs  officiated  at  the  piano,  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  : Messrs.  W. 
Closs,  Fraser,  Arthur  Tassell,  J.  Horton,  J.  White, 
Jack  Lear,  Frank  Shepherd,  Ben  Roberts,  Geo.  Wilson, 
Wal  Stanley,  E.  Burton,  C.  Keates,  G.  Smith,  Davies, 
Winifrith,  H.  Barden.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the 
following  gentlemen  : Messrs.  R.  Farmer,  G.  Shepherd 
and  H.  Barden.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded. 
Mr.  G.  Day  for  his  kindness  in  placing  his  splendid  club- 
room  at  our  disposal. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — Our  outing  on  Aug.  19 
resulted  in  a blank.  The  prizes  will  be  fished  for  again 
on  Aug.  26  at  Selham.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Delhaye 
was  first,  Mr.  Cantle  second.  We  fish  on  Wednesday 
next  for  two  prizes  at  Langford. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
—A  return  visit  of  the  societies  enrolled  on  the  above 
list  was  paid  to  the  South  Bermonsey  Piscatorials  on 
the  20th.  They  arranged  a most  capital  concert,  and 
their  enegetic  secretary,  Mr.  Smith,  did  everything 
possible  to  make  the  visitors  welcome  and  comfortable, 
and  I am  pleased  to  say  they  were  pretty  numerous,  for 
on  the  roll  being  called  at  11. 5 by  Mr.  J.  Wright,  vice- 
president  of  the  list,  the  following  seventeen  clubs 
responded  : Bermondsey  Brothers,  Second  Surrey, 
Blackfriars,  Rodney,  Pixey  Brothers,  Anglers’  Pride, 
Peckham  Brothers,  Waggoners,  United  Brothers,  South 
London,  Anchor  and  Hope,  St.  George’s,  Dulwich 
Waltonians,  Funny  Folks,  Silver  Trout,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  and  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  notice  of 
date  next  week. — Alfd.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — We  fished  the  match  on  Aug.  19, 
twenty-seven  taking  part  in  it,  but  met  with  very  poor 
sport,  only  four  members  taking  fish.  First,  Mr.  R. 
Huxell ; second,  F.  Huxell ; third,  Marrows  ; fourth, 
Rustin.  The  rest  of  the  prizes  to  he  fished  for  at  the  same 
place  on  Aug.  26.  Members  please  note. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorne- 
road,  Hammersmith. — The  competition  at  Esher  on  the 
19th  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Carpenter,  first;  Mr. 
F.  C.  Gerard,  second ; Mr.  Hare,  third ; Mr.  Smith 
weighed-in  a nice  bream,  3j'lb.  Members  will  oblige  by 
attending  early  on  Tuesday  next  as  we  have  some  impor- 
tant business  to  transact ; also  to  arrange  how  the  two 
guineas  (kindly  given  by  our  worthy  host  and  treasurer, 
Mr.  Tom  Spurr)  is  to  be  fished  for.  Another  member 
made  last  meeting  night. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers  (Deptford).— The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a pegged-down  match  on  the  19th  at  Pad- 
dock  Wood,  the  takes  of  fish  being  very  small.  Messrs. 
J.  Steer,  1st;  F.  Lewis,  2nd;  H.  Fordham,  3rd;  H. 
Freame,  4th  (the  first  four  members  took  two  prizes) ; 
W.  Tyler,  5th ; W.  Stephens,  6th ; J.  Martin,  7th. 
H.  Codings,  J.  Payne,  H.  Tyler,  C.  Wilderspin,  R. 
Lowes,  E.  Groves  weighed-in. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Yauxhall-cross. — Wo  fished  a match  on  Aug.  19  at 
Amberley,  but  only  one  prize  was  taken,  by  Mr.  H.  Pain. 
The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Aug.  26,  go 
where  you  like.  Members  may  leave  town  on  Saturday 
evening.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tues- 
day last  with  a good  attendance,  Mr.  W.  Howson  in  the 
chair.  An  important  discussion  concerning  two  of  our 
members  was  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present. 

Waltham  Brothers,  Waltham.— Mr.  A.  Sham- 
brooke  had  51b.  of  dace  on  the  19th.  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Jackson  had  26£lb.  of  bream  and  perch,  one  bream  of 
51b.  7oz.,  three  perch  over  lib. ; Messrs.  Edwards,  Lap- 
wood,  and  Simmons  had  takes  of  roach ; Baker  and 
Saville  took  a few  perch.  First  pegged-down  match  on 
Sept.  2,  for  News  of  the  World  and  Pearson’s  Weekly 
prizes.  Meeting  on  Friday,  Aug.  31,  at  8 sharp. 
All  are  requested  to  attend. — A.  G.  B. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Essex  Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Aug.  19,  and 
weighed-in  the  finest  catch  of  fish  brought  into  the  club 
this  season.  Messrs.  W.  Davis,  Coomber,  Maxwell, 
Hoad,  Knight,  Kearney,  and  Tisley  weighed-in.  A 
special  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Sept. 

6,  at  8.30,  when  it  is  desired  that  every  member  should 
try  and  make  it  convenient  to  be  present.  Will  the 
members  kindly  inform  the  secretary  of  the  names  of 
their  friends  who  intend  journeying  with  them  to 
Dagenham  on  Sept.  9. — J.  S. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park. — On  Aug.  15  Mr. 
Mugford  weighed-in  roach,  51b.  12oz.  On  Aug.  19  Mr. 
H.  Putnam,  roach,  81b.  l|oz.  On  Sept.  2 we  fish  for 
lapsed  prizes  from  last  season  at  the  Slough  Canal, 
Langley.  Start  by  first  or  second  train  from  Great 
Western  (Paddington).  Members  please  take  notice. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E. — On  Wednesday, 
Aug.  22,  Mr.  J.  Risdon  weighed-in  91b.  5|oz.  of  roach, 
winning  Mr.  W.  Turpin’s  prize  of  china  tea  service, 
value  £ 1 Is.  On  Wednesday  next  the  voting  for  the 
competition  for  the  Sunday  grand  outing  takes  place 
for  seven  prizes,  the  first  £2  2s.,  the  last  10s.,  when  I 
trust  all  members  will  attend.  On  We  ’ cosday,  Sept.  5, 
is  quarter  night,  all  subscriptions  due. — v,  . Hibl ' r. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  19th  Mr. 
Burton  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  seven  fish  going 
81b.  15oz.,  thus  saving  the  club  from  having  a blank.  I 


The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 Eastern  District 
will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on  Sept.  5,  when 
I hope  to  see  a good  muster. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  the  19th,  the 
following  weighed-in  : Mr.  F.  Homer,  41b.  14oz. ; Mr. 
H.  Mills,  41b.  4oz.  ; Mr.  F.  Vail,  31b.  £oz. ; Mr.  T. 
Kenny,  31b.  l£oz.  R.  Lowther  also  had  fish  but  was 
too  late  to  weigh-in. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — I beg  to  remind  members  that  a match 
takes  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Aug.  26,  all  to  start  by 
first  train.  Four  prizes  are  offered  by  the  club,  and  our 
president  will  give  a “ Bickerdyke’s  iBook  on  Angling” 
for  heaviest  roach  over  lib.  Mr.  Coomes,  photographic 
artist,  of  Hammersmith,  has  promised  to  accompany  us 
in  our  outing  to  take  a series  of  groups  of  the  members 
of  the  club. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — On  Sunday  last  a few 
members  went  out,  but  little  was  done.  Mr.  Atchison 
and  Mr.  Bailey  weighed-in  a few  chub.  On  Tuesday  a 
good  muster  attended  a special  meeting  to  arrange  a 
match  at  Esher  for  four  club  prizes  on  Aug.  26,  to  leave 
Waterloo  Station  by  the  8.40,  and  to  cease  fishing  at  six 
p.m.  ; all  fish  to  weigh  except  jack  and  eels. — J.  E. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — I am  pleased  to  report 
a splendid  catch  of  roach,  371b.  9|oz.,  all  good  fish,  and 
bream,  31b.  lloz.,  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Northam ; also  a beauti- 
ful barbel  of  61b.  by  Mr.  T.  Cresswell,  which  has  gone 
to  be  made  beautiful  for  ever.  Mr.  J.  Hicks,  roach  and 
bream ; Mr.  G.  Grimwood,  roach ; Mr.  H.  Jordan, 
roach  ; Mr.  R.  Barber,  roach ; Mr.  J.  Howcroft.  roach 
and  pike.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  we  fish  our 
contest  at  Wateringbury  on  Aug.  26.  Pike  barred. 
All  fish  to  be  weighed-in  on  the  ground.  This  match  is 
open  to  all  members  (hon.  and  active). — P.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde  Three 
Colts,  Old  Ford-road. — Our  members  were  out  on  Aug. 
19  for  prizes,  Mr.  Hirst  taking  first  prize  with  roach  and 
perch.  Mr.  Hill  also  had  roach. — C.  Toye. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  : 
Applications  for  Patents. 

S.  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works,  Redditch,  for  “ Im- 
provements in  artificial  baits.” 

E.  Jordan,  of  Manchester,  for  “ Improvements  in  and 
applicable  to  fishing  rods.” 

W.  H.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire,  for  “ An 
improvement  in  fishing  rods.” 

15,057.  Burrell  Spencer  Martin,  of  London,  for  “ Im- 
provements in  fish  hooks.” 

Patent  Published. 

12,136  (of  1893).  “ Apparatus  for  Landing  Fish.” 
Patentee  : Arthur  C.  D.  Crawshay.  Con- 
sists of  a round  iroD  rod,  bent  in  the  form 
of  a half  circle,  which  serves  to  distend 
a loop  of  wire.  One  end  of  the  wire  is 
attached  by  a revolving  eye  fastened  to 
the  iron  near  the  screw,  and  the  other 
end  of  the  wire  is  fastened  to  a swivel  in 
such  manner  as  to  form  a slip  knot.  To 
the  half  circle  of  iron  are  attached  clips, 
which  hold  the  wire  in  place,  and  keep  it 
distented  ready  for  use.  When  in  use 
the  loop  is  first  passed  over  the  tail  of 
the  fish,  and  the  handle  to  which  the 
apparatus  is  screwed  is  jerked  upwards, 
thus  putting  a strain  on  the  wire,  which 
immediately  frees  itself  from  the  clips, 
and,  the  loop  tightening,  holds  the  fish 
securely,  so  that  it  can  be  easily  drawn 
out  of  the  water. 


Perch  fishing  in  the  King’s  Arms  Hotel  water  at 
Christchurch,  has  been  very  good  during  the  past  month. 
On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  McCave,  of  Swallowfield,  fishing  with 
a friend,  secured  eighteen  fine  fish  averaging  upwards 
of  lib.  each,  whilst  on  the  18th  the  same  gentlemen, 
amongst  a catch  of  nineteen  perch,  had  a specimen 
weighing  31b.  5oz.,  which  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  E. 
Hart,  of  Christchurch,  for  preservation. 

There  is  a common  error,  says  the  Speaker,  that  by 
quitting  town  and  betaking  yourself  to  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Thames,  you  can  escape  the  din  of  controversy,  and 
feel  no  more  interest  in  the  social  question  than  the  bovine 
models  of  Sidney  Cooper  which  gaze  placidly  at  you 
from  the  bank.  The  fallacy  is  that,  far  from  the  aggre- 
gations of  men  who  excite  clamour  and  acidulate  the 
simplicity  of  life,  you  can  attune  your  tempestuous  soul 
to  the  restful  beauties  of  the  scene,  and  liken  the  stores 
of  your  mind  to  the  stream,  which,  though  gentle,  is 
never  dull,  and  is  strong  without  rage,  without  o’er- 
flowing,  full.  Recumbent  in  a punt,  remote  from  the 
turgid  energy  of  the  steam  launch  and  the  mirth  of 
crowds  breaking  into  song  after  copious  refreshment 
from  hampers,  with  no  music  save  bird  calls  and  the 
casual  splash  of  the  adventurous  rat,  with  infinite  con- 
tent (miscalled  laziness  by  the  pedantic)  stealing  through 
you  veins,  while  your  mighty  intellect  toys  with  the 
fancy  that  poetry,  distilled  from  the  flowers,  is  sprinkled 
over  you  like  fertilising  pollen  by  industrious  and  com- 
mercially minded  insects,  how  can  you  expect  to  be 
assailed  by  the  outcry  of  violated  property,  the  slogan 
of  vested  interests,  and  other  echoes  of  the  endless 
moil  of  cities  from  which  you  are  a fugitive  ? 
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JlngUrtfl  ^isturcs. 

August  26.  ■■ 

Amicable  Kxoolsiors  : Match  nt  Walton. 

Amicable  WaltonianH  : Annual  dinner  at  Coulsdon. 
.Bermondsey  Brothers:  Monthly  prizo  outing. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  : lioving  match. 

Brunswick  Brothors  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

Contral  Finsbury  : Outing  to  Amborloy. 

Crown  anil  Bnckland  : Brake  outing. 

Dalston  : 1‘eggod-down  match  at  Langley. 

Hearts  of  Oak:  Annual  dinner  at  Amberley. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Competition. 

Lincoln  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Mildmav  : Outing  to  Hatfield  Poverel. 

North-East  Brothors  : Match  at  Byo  IIouso. 

Park  : Match  in  Forty  Guinoa  Water. 

Prince  Arthur:  Match  at  Windsor. 

Rodnoy  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

St.  John’s  : Annual  dinner  at  Shefford. 

Sociable  Brothors  : Roving  match. 

South  London  : Outing  to  Selham. 

Waggoners  : Prize  outing. 

West  London  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Westminster  : Match  at  Esher. 

Woolwich  Brothors : Match  at  Wateringbury. 
August  27. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Competition. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun : Visit. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Visit. 

Lincoln  : Complimentary  visit  to  the  Mitre. 

Mitro  Brothers  : Visit. 

South  London  : Prize  outing  to  Langford. 

August  28. 

Gresham:  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Whiter  on  “Fishing 
in  General.” 

August  29. 

Izaak  Walton  : Prize  competition. 

August  30. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association : Competition  in  a 
Cheshire  mere. 

Sept.  2. — Amicable  Brothers  : Prize  Match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

,,  2. — Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

,,  2. — Blackfriars  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  2. — Golden  Barbel : Outing. 

,,  2. — Good  Intent : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

' ,,  2. — Phoenix  : Match. 

,,  2. — Queen’s:  Outing  to  Harefield. 

,,  2. — Walthamstow  Brothers:  Match  at  Dagenham. 

■ „ 2. — Waltonian  : Prize  match  at  Langley. 

,,  2. — Walworth  Waltonians  : Outing. 

,,  5. — Wenlock  : Visit. 

,,  6. — Rose  and  Crown  : Visit. 

‘ 9. — Battersea  Friendly : Match  at  Yalding. 

,,  9. — Izaak  Walton  : Competition. 

' ,i  11. — Gresham:  Casting  tournament. 

,,  12. — Wenlock  : Visit. 

,,  13. — Royal  George  : Visit. 

,,  25.' — Enterprise  : Match  at  Harlow. 


goffings  bp  tl)e  S$ap. 

, Me.  Kelsey,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  while  fishing 
from  the  bank  on  Aug.  19  in  the  Kennet,  at  Newbury, 
captured  401b.  12oz.  of  barbel  and  chub.  Only  three 
barbel  were  exhibited  at  the  club-room  (Holborn  Res- 
taurant) on  Monday  evening — one  of  51b.  2oz.,  one  of 
101b.  2|oz.,  and  the  largest  121b.  12oz.  (weighed  on  taking 
it  out  of  the  water).  It  measured  33  inches,  and  (Mr. 
Kelsey  tells  me)  “fought  well.”  Several  members  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  (Mr.  Kelsey  among  the  number) 
have  kindly  offered  to  send  the  length,  weight,  and  girth 
of  good-conditioned  fish,  so  that  an  approximate  table  of 
dimensions  may  be  compiled-,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  of  service  to  anglers.  Mr.  Kelsey  has  promised  to 
send  the  girth  of  this  twelve-and-three-quarter  specimen 
(which,  by  the  way,  is  being  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper 
in  their  best  style).  On  the  previous  Tuesday  the 
same  angler  took  141b.  of  chub  (averaging  21b.)  at 
Sunbury  in  less  than  two  hours.  Cheese  was  the  lure. 

Writing  from  Lowestoft,  Dr.  Ladell  says  : “ Though 
the  past  week  has  been  rough  on  anglers  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, thanks  to  A.  Nichols,  1 the  Stalham  fish 
charmer,’  as  he  is  called  here,  or  his  wonderful  bait,  or 
both  combined,  I have  not  had  a bad  week’s  sport.  We 
caught  about  one  stone  of  fish  on  Tuesday,  a few  nice 
roach  among  them.  Wednesday  I gave  my  youngest 
daughter  her  first  lesson  in  fishing ; result,  about  half 
the  catch  of  the  day  before.  Thursday  we  got  a few 
roach  and  perch  which  we  returned,  and  on  Thursday 
night  we  went  to  Barton  Broad  with  Mr.  Simon,  a 
patient  who  persisted  in  joining  us  in  spite  of  his  wife’s 
remarks  about  my  evil  designs  on  his  health.  We 
had  an  enjoyable  time,  fishing  from  10  p.m.  to  5 a m., 
got  over  five  stone  of  fish,  including  bream,  largest  31b., 
smallest  ljlb  ; roach,  largest  1 Jib. , smallest  Jib.  ; rudd 
21b.,  and  two  eels.  Saturday  Nichols  fished  Hickling 
with  another  gentleman  ; result,  three  stone  of  rudd. 
Tuesday  morning  early  1 got  about  two  stone,  including 
a tench  of  31b.  and  a rudd  of  about  21b.,  but  I have  not 
weighed  them  myself  as  they  were  sent  to  the  Gresham. 
My  companion  got  about  the  same  weight  of  bream  and 
roach.” 

##*#**# 

I am  asked  by  Mr.  E.  Rogers  to  state  that  a moeting 
will  take  place  at  the  Metropolitan,  Winchester-street, 
Pentonville,  on  Tuesday  next,  Aug.  28,  to  arrange  a com- 
mittee for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  C.  Watling,  sen.  The 
committeo  will  be  pleased  to  see  any  members  from  the 
various  clubs  who  will  assist  thorn. 


In  spito  of  tho  weather,  a well-known  sportsman  has 
been  patronising  the  “ Sportsman,”  at  Ormosby  Broad 
(Host  Richmond),  and  has  met  with  unprecedented 
sport.  Sevoral  really  grand  bream  have  fallen  to  his 
rod,  and  proves  to  demonstration  that  if  tho  angler 
patronises  tho  waterproofor’s,  ho  may  defy  the  elements 
and  capture  fish.  This  is  an  extract  from  a private 
letter: — “I  roally  enjoyed  my  outing  in  spite  of  bad 
weathor,  but  a true  angler  can  make  himself  happy 
under  all  circumstances,  hot,  cold,  wet,  or  fine,  or  foggy, 
as  I had  it  one  day — couldn’t  see  a boat's  length,  and 
yet  caught  some  fish.  I always  have  my  pipe,  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  beer  with  me,  and  with  a macintosh 
and  rubber  leggings  and  sou’- wester  hat,  what  can  a man 
wish  for  more,  and  with  the  pro3peot  of  a good  dinner 
at  Richmond’s  ? ” 

##*##•# 

The  report  on  the  composition  and  quality  of  daily 
samples  of  the  water  supplied  to  London  for  the  month 
onding  July  31,  1894,  contains  a notable  example  of 
the  manner  in  which  Nature,  sooner  or  later,  balances 
any  of  her  little  eccentricities  in  tho  matter  of  weather. 
While  in  1893  the  period  from  March  to  November  beat 
previous  records  for  dryness,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a 
period  when  tho  rainfall  is  much  exceeding  tho  average. 
In  tho  report  for  June  an  excess  of  rain  of  0 58  inch 
over  the  average  was  recorded.  July  has  been  a still 
wetter  month,  the  rainfall  having  been  3'27  inches,  an 
excess  of  0 89  inch  over  the  twenty-five  years’  average  of 
2'38  inches.  Of  course  this  knowledge  is  only  gall  and 
wormwood  to  the  common  or  garden  country  tripppr, 
who,  however,  experienced  an  unprecedented  time  last 
year  ; but  the  rain  now  is  anything  but  unwelcome  to 
those  anglers  who  are  bent  on  great  deeds  with  the  rod 
this  autumn.  “ And  so  on  the  whole  justice  is  done,”  to 
quote  a memorable  speech  of  Sir  William  Harcourt’s. 

******* 

Me.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea,  has  just  received  for 
preservation  a bream  weighing  51b.  5Joz.,  taken  from 
the  Ouse  on  Wednesday  last  (Aug.  22).  This  fish  was 
taken  by  the  well-known  and  widely  respected  angler, 
Mr.  T.  Brown,  of  the  Brompton  Angling  Society.  He 
has  also  a roach  taken  from  Amberley  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hopkins,  which  “ turned  the  scale  ” at  21b.  loz.  Mr. 
Anstiss  has  very  thoughtfully  forwarded  the  dimensions 
of  the  bream,  which  are  as  follow  : — Weight, »51b.  5Joz. ; 
extreme  length,  22Jin.  ; girth,  17Jin. ; length  from  eye 
to  fork  of  tail,  17Jin. ; length  of  head,  4]in.  ; length  of 
tail,  4§in. 

******* 

By  first  post  on  Friday  morning,  Mr.  D unton,  of 
Kingston  (who  is  an  ardent  fisherman  as  well  as  a 
boatman),  writing  from  Turk’s  boat-house,  says  he  has 
just  seen  a take  of  five  bream,  weighing  181b.,  the 
largest  61b.,  and  one  4|lb.  taken  by  two  gentlemen  fish- 
ing with  Neal  Bolton  at  Kingston  on  Thursday  after- 
noon.  A 61b.  Thames  bream  is  certainly  worth  catching 
— and  casing. 

******* 

Dear  Me.  Dragnet,  I saw  in  the  City  Press  of 
Aug.  22  the  following : “ In  London  alone  there  are  now 
no  fewer  than  210  angling  clubs  that  are  affiliated  to  the 
Anglers’  Association.  Is  that  really  so  P ” Well,  you 
had  better  inquire  of  the  secretary.  He  tells  me  he 
has  been  very  busy  lately,  working  late,  in  fact,  writing 
out  new  tickets.  From  the  largely  increased  sale  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  it  would  appear  to  be  not  far 
from  the  truth. 

******* 

I do  not  know  what  members  of  the  “Association” 
will  think  of  the  following,  which  was  “heard”  at 
“Rugby.”  Hitherto  it  has  been  called  “snatching,” 
but  it  may  henceforth  be  known  as  “ Rugby.”  William 
F.  Trueman,  a youth  living  at  Little  Lawford,  was 
summoned  by  Col.  C.  T.  Caldecott,  of  Holbrook  Grange, 
for  illegally  taking  a fish  from  a stream  at  Little 
Lawford,  on  Aug.  4.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty. 
P.C.  Long  stated  that  about  12.20  p.m.  he  saw 
the  defendant  at  the  back-water  near  the  mill. 
He  had  a rod  and  line,  to  which  three  large 
hooks  were  attached.  Defendant’s  brother  was  with 
him,  and  he  was  sending  the  fish  into  a hole  with  a 
stick.  Defendant  then  snatched  them  out,  tearing  them 
all  to  pieces,  and  altogether  he  caught  thirteen.  The 
fish  had  been  preserved  for  breeding,  but  defendant  had 
got  them  all  out.  The  chairman  told  defendant  there 
was  no  one  more  liberal  than  Col.  Caldecott  in  allowing 
people  to  fish  his  waters,  and  the  defendant  had  no 
business  to  go  there  without  permission.  He  would 
have  to  pay  a fine  of  2s.  6d.  and  costs,  10s.  6d. 

******* 

I have  had  another  letter  from  a Leeds  correspondent, 
says  “ Halcyon  ” in  the  Leeds  Mercury,  asking  why  I do 
not  persist  in  urging  the  introduction  of  trout  into  the 
small  lake  at  Roundhay.  When  the  committee  began 
the  alterations  of  the  lake  I mooted  the  question,  and 
the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers, 
noting  my  remarks,  applied  to  Mr.  Armistead,  of  the 
Solway  Fishery,  for  advice  on  the  matter ; he,  after 
considering  all  the  points  of  the  question,  gavo  his 
opinion  that  the  area  of  the  lake  was  not  sufficiently 
deep,  and  this  counsel  was  worth  careful  consideration, 
especially  as  he  would  have  obtained  the  order,  had 
the  committee  decided  to  adopt  his  advice.  Then, 
again,  with  respect  to  perch,  an  angler  came  to  me 
one  day  last  week  and  told  me  a thrilling  story  of  a 
gigantic  perch  which  collared  a 4oz.  roach  that  ho  was 
engaged  in  landing  near  tho  boating-stago.  Ho 
estimated  it  at  21b.  or  31b.,  and  most  cortainly  a fish 
that  would  attempt  to  swallow  a 4oz.  bait  could  not  bo 
far  off  that  size.  I have  remarked  before  in  those 
columns  that  I could  nevor  understand  where  all  tho 
large  perch  have  gone  to.  You  can  soo  plenty  of 


3oz.  and  4oz.  fish  in  anglers’  creels,  but  ten  years 
ago  you  could  see  plenty  of  perch  from  lib.  to  21b.  in 
weight. 

******* 

I have  a picture,  as  I write,  vividly  before  ray  mind. 
It  was  a beautiful  summer  evening  some  twenty  years 
ago,  and  I was  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  little  plantation 
below  Ilowick  Bridge,  near  Ripon.  Tho  sun  had  long 
set,  and  my  rod  was  resting  on  a willow  bush  waiting 
for  tho  bite  of  an  eel,  when  the  float  gavo  unmistakable 
warning,  and  the  next  moment  the  line  was  catting  the 
water  and  tho  reel  made  merry  music.  After  playing 
the  fish  for  fully  ten  minutes,  he  rolled  over  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  then  the  golden  side  and 
black  bars  gavo  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  genus. 
A few  minutes  later  and  he  was  in  the  net — a noble 
perch  weighing  21b.  2oz.,  and  although  very  many  inci- 
dents have  taken  place  in  my  life  since  that  summer 
evening,  few  have  left  a more  indelible  impression.  I 
can  picture  now,  as  I write,  tho  little  wood,  the  sudden 
bobbing  of  the  float,  the  subsequent  excitement,  the 
capture,  and  the  triumph  with  which  I walked  home- 
wards along  the  “ Navigation-road  ” in  that  memorable 
June  evening.  What  would  I not  give  for  that  time  to 
come  back  f 

******* 

Mr.  Walter  Ingham,  hon.  secretary  Yorkshire 
Anglers’  Conference  Committee,  has  sent  me  a copy  of 
a letter  that  he  sent  to  the  Fisheries’  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  as  the  matter  in  question  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  anglers  in  general,  I give  it  in  full : 
“Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  the  23rd  ult.  has  b<en 
laid  before  the  sub-committee  of  the  Yorkshire 
Anglers’  Conference,  and  I am  instructed  to 
state  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Yorkshire 
fishermen  that  very  stringent  protection  should  be 
accorded  to  coarse  fish.  We  have  had  the  matter  of 
protection  under  consideration  for  over  a year,  and  are 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of  the  Mundella 
Act  are  not  carried  out  at  all,  mainly  because  the 
Fishery  Boards  have  not  funds  at  their  disposal  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  the  Act  into  force.  What  we  desire  is 
that  coarse  fish  should  be  protected  as  stringently  as 
salmon  and  trout,  and  we  can  assure  you  that  any 
authority  that  had  the  administration  of  coarse  fishery 
districts  would  have  our  entire  support.  The  anglers 
of  the  county  quite  recognise  that  it  is  impossible  to 
protect  fish  without  powers. 

******* 

“We  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  onus  of  pro- 
tection be  thrown  upon  either  existing  Fishery  Boards 
or  upon  authorities  specially  constituted ; that  the 
minimum  close  time  be  as  at  present,  but  that  the 
authorities  have  power  to  alter  the  dates  so  as  to  give 
better  protection  to  coarse  fish  than  at  present.  We 
find  that  the  three  months  fixed  by  the  Mundella  Act  do 
not  give  to  the  fish  protection  during  the  spawning 
season.  We  should  also  like  to  prevent  the  useless 
destruction  of  coarse  fish  permitted  by  some  proprietors, 
and  would  be  gratified  to  find  the  close  time  compulsory 
all  round.  The  difficulty  which  we  have  always  seen 
arises  from  the  number  of  conservancies  that  exist.  In 
a place  like  Sheffield,  for  instance,  where  there  is  no 
fishing  water,  the  anglers  are  liable  to  be  taxed  by  three 
or  four  authorities,  as  they  fish  in  Lincolnshire,  in  the 
Trent,  in  Derbyshire,  and  in  Yorkshire.  Our  committee 
would  like  to  see  a scheme  adopted  whereby  one  licence 
would  cover  any  public  water.  We  also  think  that 
licences  should  be  compulsory  in  private  waters,  as  in 
the  case  of  trout  and  salmon.  The  Yorkshire  committee 
is  not  alone  in  desiring  these  changes,  as  no  doubt  you 
will  have  noticed  that  Trent-side,  Tyne-side,  and 
Lancashire  anglers  are  constantly  agitating  similar 
reforms.” 

******* 

Now,  I am  quite  in  sympathy  with  the  movement 
referred  to  in  the  above  letter,  and  especially  as  regards 
the  last  paragraph.  We  will  take  a single  instance 
only,  but  it  conclusively  proves  the  necessity  for  some 
such  scheme.  The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  issue 
licences  at  Is.,  and  I certainly  maintain  that  this  should 
cover  the  whole  county  ; yet,  if  you  go  to  Settle,  there 
is  2s.  6d.  to  pay,  because  the  Ribble  comes  under  the 
Lancashire  Board  of  Conservators.  Now,  this  is 
obviously  unfair.  My  own  opinion  always  has  been 
that  a rod  licence  should  cover  the  whole  of  England, 
that  it  should  be  called  a rod  licence,  and  not  a trout 
licence  ; in  fact,  fulfil  exactly  the  same  as  a gun  licence. 
There  are  many  other  things  that  I could  mention  that 
should  be  included  in  the  amended  Act,  but  there  is 
time  enough  to  make  further  suggestions  later  on. 

* * * * * * * 

“ Rambler”  sends  me  the  following  extract  from  the 
Eastern  Daily  Press  : — “ While  recently  staying  at  Felix- 
stowe, I and  two  others  saw  a swallow  lor  martin)  which 
was  pure  white  all  over.  Is  this  a rare  occurrence  P ” 
Mr.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  would  be  better  able  to 
give  an  opinion,  but,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
1 have  never  seen  one  “ pure  ” white — hut  very  near  it. 

******* 

An  “ anglist,”  riding  his  pnoumatio  during  his 
summer  holiday  in  Herefordshire,  stopped  to  inflato  tho 
tyre  outside  a oottago  door,  when  an  aged  inmate  orept 
to  the  door,  and  exclaimed:  “God  bloss  my  days — I 
never  thought  to  live  to  see  a horse  fed  on  wind  ! ” 

******* 

I have  roooived  a lotter  from  a correspondent  who 
signs  himself  “ A London  Angler,”  but  who  has  omitted 
to  enclose  his  card.  He  has  oomo  near  to  tho  mark  in 
mentioning  a certain  boatman  or  keeper  of  boats  at 
Pul  jorough  (whom'ho  charges  with  netting  tho  Arun). 
As  Mr.  Crumplon  stated  when  tho  subject  was  boing 
disoissed  at  tho  Contral  delogato  mooting,  wo  must 
have  authentic  data  to  work  upon.  Dragnet. 
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“HERCULES”  GUT  CASTS, 

FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT. 

. We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  one  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  an<l  softness  is  so  areatlu 
increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it  into  Gusts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least  (/really 

um  greater  Stremjt"’  but  ,as°  « "«  r reparation 


Trade  Mark. 

The  “Field.”  “We  have  made  experiments  with 
pieces  or  this  gut,  and  were  able  to  fasten  eyed  hooks  to 
a strand  without  the  necessity  of  wetting  it  previously, 
this,  of  course,  is  an  enormous  gain.  The  pliability  and 
softness _ot  the  gut  under  this  special  preparation  is  a 
fact  obvious  to  anyone  who  sees  and  handles  it,  and  to 
be  able  to  knot  on  a fly  with  gut  that  has  not  been 
previously  wetted  without  cracking  it,  is  very  strong 
evidence  m its  favour.  It  seems  to  be  not  only  a real 
novelty , but  a very  important  invention.” 

The  “ Angler.” — “We  have  carefully  examined 


P FI  ESS  NOTICES 

the  knots  in  a dozen  ‘ Hercules  ’ Casts  sent  to  us  by 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  and  cannot  find  the  faintest 
mark  caused  by  tying.  The  gut  is  much  more  flexible 
than  under  ordinary  conditions.  It  feels  between  the 
finger  and  thumb  like  a good  round  hair.  Anglers  know 
the  soft  feel  of  hair.  The  gut  in  these  casts  approaches 
hair  in  consistency,  so  that  the  claim  of  flexibility  is  all 
right.  The  casts  are  perfect  at  the  knots,  and  in  no  case 
is  the  gut  marked.” 

The  “ Fishing  Gazette.”—"  We  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  special  preparation,  but  more 


These  Casts  can  be  obtained  from  any  good  Tackle  Dealer. 

S.  ALLCOCK  & CO.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH, 

The  largest  manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  &c.,  in  the  world 

WHOLESALE  COsTLW. 


beautifully  tapered,  well-made  three-yard  casts  we  have 
seldom  seen.” 

The  “Rod  and  Gun.”— “ The  ‘ Hercules  ’ Casts 
are  extremely  soft  and  flexible  to  the  touch.” 

“Land  and  Water.” — “ The  new  casts  are  happily 
named  the  ‘ Hercules,’  for  they  combine  flexibility 
with  great  strength.  Anglers  who  take  a keen  interest 
in  all  details  which  go  to  make  up  a successful  day’s 
sport  should  lo3e  no  time  in  ordering  them.  In  knotting 
a cast  together  the  gut  should  be  as  pliable  and  soft  as 
possible.” 


HOIif^OYD  B$OS„ 

MAKERS  OF 

Reliable  Pishing  Rods  and  Tackle, 

59,  GRACECHURCH  ST.,  LOUDON,  E.C. 
WILLIAM  GARDEN, 
Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

^ :E3  3RL  23  E3  33  iKT  . 

ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  TEE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  HOUSE. 

THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  k SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 

This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it, 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  most  efficient 
_____  of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Among  the  beet  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.’’— Charles  Dickens. 

&RUHDBL  HOTEL. 

OC.OSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS, 
THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &e. 


HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BF!D.  BREAKFAST.  AND  ATTENDANCE  FOR  6s. 


Prices  : 

Coats,  42/-,  &c.;  K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. 
Gaiters,  10/0. 


Write  for  “Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 

Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

30,  Haymarket, 

LONDON. 


PERLYCROSS.  By  the  Author  of  “ Lorna  Doone.” 

NOW  BEADY,  IN  OXE  HANDSOME  VOLUME,  Cloth  Extra,  Price  6a. 

PerSycross 

A TALE  OF  THE  WESTERN  HILLS, 

By  E,.  3D.  BLjACICIVEOEE. 

N-B.  This  is  the  FIRST  PUBLICATION  of  this  entirely  New  Novel,  and  no  Cheaper 
Edition  will  be  published  for  at  least  eighteen  months  or  two  years. 

LONDON  : SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

Wm.  BLACKLAWS  & Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 


Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Files  for 
British  Columbia  a Speciality. 


DARLINGTON’S  HANDBOOKS. 

“ Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  is  com- 
manded by  the  Queen  to  thank 
Mr.  Darlington  for  a copy  of  his 
Handbook.” 

] Nothing  better  could  be  wished  tor”—Brituh  Weekly. 
* Chronicle  ^0r  l°  °rdinary  &viides."-London  Dady 

each. 

Illustrated  Maps  by  J ohn  Bartholomew, F.  R.G.  S. 

The  Vale  of  Llangollen.  The  North  Wales  Coast. 
Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  and  Cardigan  Bay. 

Crown  8 vo.%  Cloth  2a* 

The  Birds,  Wild  Flowers,  Ferns,  Mosses,  and  Grasses 
of  North  Wales. 

Llangollen:  Darlington  & Co.  London:  W J. 
Adams  & Sons. 
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provincial  IRotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A special  mooting  of  tho  oommittoo  of  tho  liirming- 
ham  Angling  Association  was  hold  on  tho  10th  inst., 
to  takn  into  consideration  a lottor  received  by  tho 
goneral  secretary  from  the  solicitor  of  the  Lord  of  tho 
Manor  of  Twyning,  and  of  tho  Cheltenham  Angling 
Association,  in  which  litigation  was  threatened  in  tho 
ovont  of  the  Birmingham  Association  fishing  their 
contest  at  Twyning  on  Soptombnr  10  noxt.  Tho 
oorrospondonoo  was  dismissed  at  some  length,  whon,  in 
ordor  to  maintain  tho  good  reputation  of  tho  Association 
and  to  avoid  litigation,  it  was  resolvod  to  fish  the 
contest  at  Towkosbury.  Circulars  have  been  sent  out  to 
this  effect,  but  from  what  has  transpired  since  I am  in  a 
position  to  say  that  the  oontest  will  not  be  fished  at 
Tewkesbury,  but  at  Twyning.  This  alteration  was 
made  too  late  to  prevent  tho  sending  out  of  the 
circulars,  as  at  the  time  Mr.  J.  Wood  was  making  the 
neoessary  arrangements  with  tho  Cheltenham  Associa- 
tion for  the  joint  rights  of  the  fishing  rented  by  thorn. 
An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  by  Mr.  Wood  and 
the  Cheltenham  Association,  and  the  contest  will  be 
fishod  in  their  waters.  It  is  very  regrotable  that  the 
circulars  were  sent  out,  but  it  was  without  the 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Wood  was  in  negotiation  with  tho 
Cheltenham  officials,  but  now  that  matters  are 
settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  concerned, 
and  that  Mr.  Wood  has  been  to  a great  amount 
of  trouble  and  expense,  the  association  in  order  to  repay 
him  will  rescind  all  resolutions  passed  since  the  last 
general  meeting,  and  go  to  Twyning,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  suitable  places  for  a large  contest  that  can  be  found 
within  a reasonable  distance  from  Birmingham.  A 
special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next,  Aug.  30,  when 
all  the  latest  information  re  the  forthcoming  contest  will 
be  placed  before  the  delegates.  The  association  challenge 
cup  has  been  returned  by  the  Deritend  Club,  who  have 
held  it  for  twelve  months,  and  it  will  be  on  view  at  the 
head-quarters  on  the  night  of  the  meeting,  and  also  on 
the  1st  and  8th  of  September  next.  The  Rose  and  Crown 
Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on  the  19th  inst. 
at  Twyning  Meet ; 110  members  took  part.  Mr.  W. 
Turner,  first ; Mr.  T.  Phipps,  second  ; Mr.  W.  Sydenham, 
third  ; Mr.  J.  Jones,  fourth  ; Mr.  A.  Harrison,  fifth  ; 
Mr.  Brayford,  sixth  ; Mr.  H.  Ingram,  seventh  ; Mr.  J. 
Jenkins,  eighth  ; Mr.  Grinrod,  ninth  ; Mr.  T.  Kimberley, 
tenth.  Mr.  A.  Ray,  of  the  Manor  Society  acted  as 
referee.  Eighty-seven  members  weighed-in  fish ; the 
winner’s  weight  was  21b.  8oz.  Mr.  J.  Wood  gave  a 
silver  medal  for  the  largest  roach  ; this  was  won  by  Mr. 
J.  Jones  with  a fish,  lib.  3?oz.  The  Birmingham  Heath 
Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on  the  19th  inst.  on 
the  Coventry  Canal  at  Fradley  Junction.  Thirty-eight 
members  took  part.  Mr.  J.  Jukes,  first ; Mr.  J.  Cook, 
second ; Mr.  T.  Hogg,  third ; Mr.  G.  Berry,  fourth. 
The  prizes  will  be  distributed  at  the  annual  dinner. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  in  the  Fen  district  this  week  has  again  been 
attended  with  satisfactory  results.  There  have  been  an 
average  number  of  visitors,  and  those  staying  in  the 
Boston  district  have  done  well  on  the  Witham.  Some 
further  lots  of  bream  have  been  taken  both  at  Bardney 
and  Langrick,  one  visitor  getting  141b.  in  a single  day, 
including  a nice  specimen  of  51b.  The  Forty-foot  still 
continues  to  yield  exceptionally  well.  At  Donington 
Bridge  Mr.  Morgan,  jun.,  has  made  further  baskets  of 
161b.  and  171b.,  one  lot  including  four  tench  weighing 
nearly  31b.  apiece.  Mr.  Pearson  on  the  20th  secured 
131b.,  principally  roach  ; Mr.  Johnson  81b.,  on  the  21st; 
and  Mr.  Peck  91b.  Eel  fishing  on  this  river  is  now 
getting  over,  as  the  bottom  weeds  are  growing  up  and 
hampering  sport.  It  is  reported  that  otters  are  doing 
much  damage  amongst  the  fish  on  the  Glen. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  upper  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  a few  good 
trout  have  been  taken,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker  a splendid 
catch  of  roach  (heaviest  fish  lib.  14foz.),  but  Mr.  J. 
Fisher  had  a basket  of  twelve  fish  (heaviest  lib.  5§oz.). 
The  Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society  held  a match  at 
Thoresby  Bridge  ; the  first  three  prizes  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  J.  Sharpless,  J.  Smith,  and  Thomas  Chester. 
The  Pacific  Angling  Society  fished  a match  at  Brigg,  the 
first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Pine.  The  East 
Riding  Angling  Society  fished  a match  on  the  Ancholme, 
but  the  takes  were  small,  Mr.  F.  Robinson  first  with 
10oz.,  and  the  Hull  Social  Angling  Society  also  fished  a 
match  at  the  same  place  with  very  little  better  results, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Powell  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  4|oz. 
The  Hull  Founders  Angling  Society  fished  a match  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Newport,  Mr.  T.  Jevons 
taking  first  prize.  On  Saturday  last  a sweepstakes  in 
connection  with  the  Hull  Ramblers  Angling  Association 
took  place  on  the  lake  atRisby  Park ; Messrs.  A.  Rooms, 
A.  E.  Fearnley,  and  Albert  Berry  took  the  first  three 
prizes.  On  Aug.  27  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  will 
hold  a general  meeting  at  8 o’clock.  The  Grapes 
Angling  Society  have  arranged  to  hold  their  third 
match  this  season  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at 
Newport  on  Sept.  22,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Minerva 
Angling  Society  have  arranged  to  fish  their  fourth  match 
of  the  season. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Thanks  to  tho  high  tides  during  the  early  part  of  tho 
present  month,  coupled  with  a rainfall  unusual  even  for 
this  district,  sea  fish  have  been  enabled  to  leave  tho 
estuaries,  and  are  now  a considerable  distance  up  most 


rivers  ; consequently  tho  best  part  of  the  angling  season 
may  bo  said  to  have  commenced.  Salmon  of  from  61b. 
to  111b.  or  121b.  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  several  Derwent 
anglers,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  already  landed  more 
than  one  “ fish.”  On  tho  Upper  Eden  numerous  good 
panniers  are  attributed  to  tho  recent  freshes.  Fair 
sport  is,  howovor,  being  onjoyed  on  tho  lower  reaches  of 
tho  last-named  stream,  a number  of  salmon  mort 
having  already  been  accounted  for.  Angling  on  the 
lakes  has  been  a bit  “ off  ” owing  to  tho  state  of  the 
weather. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Reports  from  almost  every  angler  who  goes  forth  are 
discouraging,  evidently  the  continuous  heavy  rains  have 
brought  down  such  an  amount  of  natural  feed  that  the 
fisherman’s  lure  is  unattractive.  Success  is  attending 
tho  introduction  of  king  carp  into  many  local  waters  ; 
they  are  growing  rapidly  and  evincing  a good  prospect 
of  future  sport.  The  18th  saw  many  clubs  out  match 
fishing,  amongst  which  wore  the  Buckland  Anglers. 
The  samo  day  saw  nearly  every  angler  in  Bolton  out 
prize  hunting.  To-day  the  Manchester  district  decide 
their  annual  fixture  in  their  newly  acquired  waters  at 
Moses  Gate,  and  on  Sept.  9,  tho  district  annual  trip 
takeH  place  to  Chester.  Clubs  are  rapidly  qualifying 
for  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  Competition, 
which  is  decided  on  Sept.  29.  Mr.  B.  J.  Peskering, 
chairman  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  and  Mr. 
Statter,  vice-chairman,  are  giving  medals  to  be  com- 
peted for  by  boys  holding  season  tickets  for  the  fishery, 
and  no  doubt  other  prizes  will  be  added.  This  should 
meet  the  views  of  those  urging  the  claims  of  juveniles 
to  consideration  from  those  governing  local  fisheries. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

There  are  very  few  sea  fish  in  the  Lune  at  this 
moment.  Netting  operations  keep  bringing  to  bank  an 
odd  few  salmon,  as,  for  instance,  last  Monday,  when 
eight  were  caught  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Skerton.  A 
few  others  have  been  caught,  one  reaching  161b.  The 
river  is  in  capital  trim  for  fly  fishing,  but  very  little  is 
being  done.  A dish  of  sixteen  trout  caught  by  a local 
angler  only  weighed  71b. ; another  local  gentleman 
secured  one  or  two  trout  and  hooked  a fine  mort,  but 
the  fish  jumped  itself  free.  Very  few  mort  are  being 
seen  at  all,  and  local  rodsters  are  trying  the  lake  district 
in  preference  to  the  river,  the  reports  from  there  being 
very  encouraging.  Sea  fishing  at  Morecambe  still  keeps 
good.  A recent  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Lancashire  Sea  Fisheries  speaks  of  soles  having  been 
found  near  the  Bay  in  larger  quantities  than  for  several 
years  past,  that  particular  ground  being  a rich  spawning 
ground.  Certainly  the  testimony  of  those  who  have 
been  out  sea  fishing  is  confirmatory  of  this. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Notwithstanding  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather, 
anglers  have  mustered  in  capital  numbers  at  the  river- 
side, and  results  have  quite  come  up  to  expectations. 
The  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  are  low  for  the 
time  of  year  ; in  fact,  from  the  north  of  Leicester  as  far 
as  Aylestone  fishing  has  to  be  done  with  the  finest 
tackle,  and  it  is  only  those  anglers  who  are  thoroughly 
well  acquainted  with  these  waters  who  can  show  baskets 
of  any  respectable  size.  The  best  of  the  fishing  has 
been  from  the  Bedehouse  to  St.  Mary’s  Mills,  and  roach 
fishermen  have  had  very  little  cause  for  complaint,  the 
more  ardent  devotees  of  the  sport  obtaining  encouraging 
lots.  A well-known  angler,  Mr.  Worth,  topped  the  list 
of  takes  with  211b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Hobbs  also  had  151b. 
of  handsome  fish,  the  best  of  the  basket  being  a 
specimen,  lib.  8oz.  Messrs.  Moulding  and  Taylor  are 
credited  with  71b.  each,  and  many  others  took  between 
51b.  and  61b.  Creeded  wheat  and  paste  has  proved  the 
most  effectual  line.  The  rains  helped  to  make  pike  and 
perch  fishing  more  practicable,  but  specimens  landed 
of  the  former  did  not  exceed  41b.,  whilst  among  a fine 
lot  of  perch  taken  by  Mr.  Atkins  was  a perch  lib.  2oz. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A few  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  obtained  on 
the  Yare  during  the  past  week,  the  best  takes  being  one 
on  Sunday  of  641b.,  taken  in  the  Rockland  reach 
of  the  Yare,  and  another  of  two  stone  of  fish  taken 
near  Langley.  On  the  Bure  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
secured  both  of  roach  and  bream.  Some  of  the  former 
fish  were  of  good  size,  lib.,  1-jlb.,  and  lflb.  each,  while 
bags  of  701b.  to  901b.  of  bream  have  in  several  instances 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  various  boats  out  during  the  week  at 
Coltishall  and  Horning.  The  weather  is  improving,  and 
the  waters  are  all  in  capital  condition  for  bottom  fishing, 
so  that  prospects  of  sport  are  very  good. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  appears  at  length  to  have  taken  a more 
favourable  turn.  Anglers  are  only  too  cognisant  of  the 
fact,  and  already  more  activity  is  being  displayed  to 
operate  upon  the  barbel  swims.  Barbelling  is  wonder- 
fully popular  on  the  Trent,  and  so  far  this  season  the 
votaries  of  the  art  have  been  terribly  handicapped  by  a 
variety  of  causes — chiefly  cold  nights  and  boisterous 
days.  At  King’s  Mills,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Pogson,  of  the 
Wellington  and  Bowling  Green  Societies,  caught,  with 
two  friends,  six  barbel,  four  chub,  and  a quantity  of 
eels  and  dace,  and  on  the  following  afternoon  the  same 
angler  had  251b.  of  chub  and  dace  from  the  Shardlow 
length.  At  Holme  Piorrepont,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  H. 
Leek  bagged  four  barbel,  two  scaling  101b.  ; and  at 
Col  wick  Woirs  ten  or  eleven  fish  havo  fallen  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  J.  Jenkinson.  Fishing  with  fly  in  the  Wilford 
waters,  Mr.  “ Taut”  Eaton  has  taken  a very  handsomo 
grayling  of  lib.  Ooz.  It  is  many  years  since  a grayling 
was  caught  in  our  district.  The  fish  are  few  and  far 
between,  preferring  tho  loss  polluted  Dove,  whioh  enters 


the  Trent  between  Willington  Bridge  and  Burton-on- 
Trout.  Tho  creed  wheat  anglers  have  daily  been  bagging 
numbers  of  roach;  and  on  Monday,  fishing  private  waters, 
Mr.  J.  Theaker,  our  best  known  professional,  caught  ten 
brace  of  trout,  including  two  weighing  21b.  8£oz.  and 
21b.  5oz.  respectively.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  E.  Peat  and 
another  had  a rare  bag  of  barbel,  enub,  and  eels  from 
Weston.  If  anglers  desire  good  sport  they  should 
make  for  Dulverton,  tho  scenery  around  which  is 
simply  charming. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  is  still  the  usual  exodus  of  fishermen  each  week 
to  the  Lincoln  and  other  waters,  at  least  5000  anglers 
leaving  the  city  every  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Sport  is 
now  rather  bad,  and  even  from  tho  waters  which  have 
been  so  prolific  of  late  one  hears  accounts  of  only  small 
baskets.  There  have  been  any  number  of  angling 
matches,  but  the  catches  have  not  been  very  large.  The 
question  of  inaugurating  a licence  system  for  coarse 
fishing  has  again  come  forward,  Mr.  C.  D.  Berrington, 
Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  having  been  deputed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 
Whilst  all  other  anglers  favour  the  tax,  those  of 
Sheffield  strongly  object  to  it.  It  is  stated  that 
in  time  they  will  take  up  a different  attitude,  but  this 
does  not  seem  very  probable.  Sheffielders  contend  that 
they  would  have  no  say  in  the  spending  of  the  money 
that  would  be  collected,  and  they  would  really  receive 
no  benefit.  Tho  majority  of  the  anglers  from  the  city 
fish  in  the  waters  which  are  rented  by  their  association, 
and  which  are  well  looked  after.  One  prominent  angler, 
who  objects  to  a tax,  told  me  that  he  would  willingly  pay 
an  extra  half-crown  to  the  association  to  assist  in 
watching  and  increasing  their  own  waters. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  Ironbridge  anglers  who  visited  the  charming 
neighbourhood  of  Uffington  on  Thursday  in  last  week, 
had  no  cause  to  regret  the  selection  of  this  venue  for 
their  first  “ special  outing,”  as  a most  enjoyable  and 
successful  excursion  was  the  result.  The  party  were 
conveyed  to  their  destination  by  brakes,  and  no  time 
was  lost  in  choosing  swims  in  this  favoured  neighbour- 
hood. There  was  a strong  north-west  wind  blowing 
which  somewhat  interfered  with  the  sport  of  those  who 
were  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  a quiet  and  sheltered 
nook.  This  important  function  was  superintended  by 
Messrs.  R.  Kelley  and  H.  Wilkes,  and  the  following 
were  the  winners  of  the  nine  prizes  offered  for  com- 
petition : Mr.  Thos.  Bailey,  111b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  John 
Norry,  101b.  3oz. ; Mr.  Ben  Hughes,  81b.  2oz. ; Mr.  Jas. 
Potts,  81b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  F.  G.  Beddowes,  51b.  12oz. ; Mr. 
J.  Edwards,  31b.  14oz.  ; Mr.  W.  Brown,  31b.  5oz. ; Mr. 
J . Toddington,  31b.  ; Mr.  W.  Waghom,  21b.  15oz. ; 
total  weight  of  fish  taken,  71Jlb.  Four  special  outings 
have  been  arranged  by  the  society,  and  the  three  best 
catches  of  the  four  are  to  count  for  the  prize  competitions. 
These  competitions,  together  with  that  for  the  cup, 
which  has  been  presented  to  the  society,  will  consider- 
ably enhance  the  pleasure  of  the  members  of  the  society. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  very  unsettled, 
and  the  mights  excessively  cold  for  the  time  of  year. 
Up  to  this  date  trout  fishing  has  been  far  below  the 
average,  and  very  few  grayling  have  been  taken  as  yet. 
Sport  in  the  Teme  may  be  said  to  have  been  very  poor. 
In  the  Severn  there  are  abundance  of  coarse  fish,  and 
more  have  been  taken  than  for  many  years,  and  some 
very  heavy  catches  this  week  have  been  had  with  the 
stewed  wheat  and  paste,  and  the  same  baits  are  going 
well  in  the  Avon  among  the  roach  and  bream.  Sport 
with  the  fly  has  been  bad  in  all  the  rivers. 

The  competition  for  the  15-guinea,  Bowens  Challenge 
Cup  will  take  place  this  season  at  Shelsley,  on  the  Teme, 
and  has  been  arranged  for  Thursday,  the  30th  inst.  ; the 
four  city  clubs  compete  for  this,  and  during  the  next 
few  weeks  the  clubs  will  be  engaged  in  arranging  their 
own  outing.  The  Izaak  Walton  Club  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  and  the  North  Worcester  on  the  26th  inst. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  improved  a good  deal  during  the 
past  few  days,  and  salmon  anglers  have  done  well  on 
many  waters.  On  the  Lee  sport  has  not  been  quite  as 
good  as  expected,  but  fair  records  have  been  made  by 
all  anglers  out.  The  Black  water  yielded  good  sport  of 
salmon  and  trout  on  a couple  of  days  recently.  Trouting 
has  been  good  on  all  waters.  All  the  West  Cork  streams 
are  now  in  fine  angling  order. 

DUBLIN. — The  weather  having  somewhat  improved 
in  and  around  Dublin,  Kildare,  and  Wexford,  trout 
fishing  continues  good,  whilst  the  salmon  season  in  the 
latter  county  is  reckoned  as  being  fully  up  to  the 
average.  Some  beautiful  big  fish  were  taken  by  rod 
along  the  banks  of  the  Slaney,  &c.  There  has  been  a 
run  on  the  Wicklow  rivers  for  trout  all  through  the 
season.  The  netting  season  for  salmon  on  the  Lee  is 
said  to  has  proved  a most  productive  one. 

KERRY. — Sport  has  been  dull  generally  speaking,  but 
tho  weather  has  been  on  the  whole  very  unfavourable 
for  angling.  On  Waterville  Lake  a few  salmon  havo 
been  had.  The  sea  trout  fishing  on  this  water  continues 
backward.  The  North  Kerry  rivers  havo  fished  well 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  several  anglers  had  from 
one  to  three  salmon  in  a day.  Tho  sea  trout  fishing  on 
the  Feale  is  now  good. 


The  crab  may  not  be  as  good  eating  as  tho  lobster, 
but  he  is  very  good  at  a pinch. 

Modesty  is  to  morit  what  shading  is  to  a figure  in  a 
picture.  It  mukos  it  stand  out  in  strong  roliof. 


August  25,  1894] 
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Correspoitirme 

TVe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED  WITH 
LENGTH. 

The  object  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  placing  on  record 
by  publication  in  its  columns  from  time  to  time  the 
weights  and  measurements  of  fish  will  be  at  once  mani 
fest  to  all  thinking  anglers.  We  have  frequently  been 
asked  to  give  approximate  weights  as  to  measurements 
of  the  different  species,  but  as  an  average  could  not  be 
struck  from  fish  indiscriminately,  we  have  decided  to 
give  particulars  from  several  club  and  private  collections. 
Before  sending  specimens  of  fish  for  preservation,  the 
Editor  would  suggest  that  anglers  take  down  full  par- 
ticulars of  length,  girth,  and  any  peculiarity,  just  as 
carefully  as  they  would  the  weight,  and  in  the  case  of 
clubs  that  they  be  noted  in  the  official  weighing-in  book 
Also,  where  possible,  the  waters  from  which  they  were 
taken.  

WEIGHTS  OP  PIKE. 

53,  Ravensdale-road,  Stamford  Hill,  N., 
August  18,  1894. 

Dear  Marston, — 1 promised  to  furnish  you  with  a 
list  of  various  pike  I have  caught,  and  particulars  of 
their  weights,  lengths,  and  girths.  &c.— herewith  I give 
a progressive  scale  of  some  of  them.  You  will  observe 
that  I mention  the  sex  of  each  and  the  month  in  which 
it  was  captured,  for  this  will  explain  why  some  were 
more  robust  and  apparently  in  better  condition  than 
others.  It  also  shows  that  lake  pike  are  shorter  fish, 
and  stouter  lor  their  weights,  than  pike  caught  in  rivers. 

The  one  marked  * (a  very  long  male  fish)  was  netted 
at  Lord  Normanton’s  fishery,  in  the  Hampshire  Avon. 

I have  kept  no  records  of  pike  under  141b.,  but  of 
smaller  fish  yon  can  no  doubt  easily  obtain  particulars 
from  other  anglers. — I am,  yours  truly, 

Alfd.  Jardine. 


Weight. 

Extreme  length 
from  end  of  jaw 
to  fork  of  tail. 

Girth. 

When  caught. 

lb. 

14 

River... 

in. 

33 

Male 

in. 

14 

November,  1881 

16 

River... 

34* 

Female 

15 

November,  1881 

18 

River... 

37 

Male 

16 

November,  1879 

20 

Lake  ... 

38 

Female 

18 

February,  1884 

20 

Thames 

39 

Male 

18 

December,  1877 

21 

Thames 

38 

Female 

19 

January,  1878 

22 

Thames 

38 

Female 

19 

February,  1879 

23 

Lake  ... 

39 

Female 

20 

January,  1880 

23* 

Lake  ... 

39 

Female 

20 

February, 1884 

27 

Lake  ... 

41* 

Female 

23* 

February,  1»76 

#29 

Avon ... 

441 

‘±‘*2 

Male 

21 

C Netted  at  Lord 
< Normanton’s 

31 

Lake  ... 

43 

Female 

24 

(.  fishery. 
February,  1882 

36 

Lake  .. 

45* 

Female 

25* 

January,  1877 

37 

Lake  . . . 

46* 

Female 

26 

November,  1879 

The  following  list  of  fish  has  been  gathered  from  the 
collection  of  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester 
Arms,  Southwark-street,  S E.  The  measurements  are 
from  tip  of  nose  to  centre  of  tail  and  not  to  extreme  tip 
of  tail.  As  these  are  taken  from  the  cased  specimens  no 
girth  can  be  given. 

Species. 

Bream* 

Tench  

Tench  

Gudgeon 
Carp 

Trout  (Lake)f 
Trout  (Lake)t 
Trout  (Perox)f 
Trout  (Ferox)f 
Perch  . . 

Roach  I . 

Roach  . . . 

Roach  ... 

Roach  ... 

Roach  ... 

Roach  §... 

Roach  . 

Roach  . . . 

Roach  .... 

Roach  ... 

Roach  . . , 

Roach 
Roach 
Roach 
Roach  ... 

* A thin  flsi 

t These  flsL  ...  „ .....  m.,,  ..uuvmiiiug  twcnty-iive  troui,  C( 

70  guineas  to  preservo. 

| The  Avon  roach  aro  plump,  short  fish  for  their  weights, 

§ Remarkable  shape,  very  small  mouth. 


Biver  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Mole  ... 

3 1* 

17*in. 

Thames 

2 7 

15fin. 

Earlswood  Pond  ... 

2 4 

16*in. 

0 2* 

6jjin. 

Earlswood  Pond 

3 0 

16in. 

Not  known  ... 

16  0 

2ft.  8fin. 

Do.  

10  0 

2ft.  4in. 

Do. 

13  0 

2ft.  Gin. 

Do 

10  0 

2ft.  5in. 

Thames 

2 2* 

T4*in. 

Hampshire  Avon  ... 

2 1 

13*  in. 

Do. 

1 15 

13in. 

Do. 

1 13* 

13*in. 

Do. 

1 10* 

13in. 

Do. 

1 9* 

13*in. 

Mole  ... 

1 11* 

14*in. 

Thames 

1 9* 

13*in. 

Cam  ... 

1 9 

13*  in. 

Do. 

1 8 

13in. 

Do.  

1 4* 

12in. 

Arnn.  , 

1 8 

13*in. 

Hampton  Park  Lake 

1 7 

12j]in. 

Cam  ... 

1 8 

13*in. 

Lea  

1 4* 

ll*in. 

Do.  

the  Mole. 

0 8 

9*in. 

WEIGHT  AND  LENGTH  OF  TROUT. 

Dear  Marston, — With  regard  to  the  weights  of  dif- 
ferent size  trout  so  much  depends  upon  the  condition  of 
the  fish  that  l am  unable  to  draw  a hard  and  fast  line  to 
go  by,  but  I will,  when  next  we  are  handling  a lot  of  fish, 
weigh  real  good  specimens,  i.e.,  with  their  bellies  full.— 
Yours,  T.  Andrews. 

Guildford.  — 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  are  the  lengths  and  weights 
of  some  fish  brought  into  the  Gresham  on  Tuesday 
night  from  Barton  Broad,  caught  on  Monday  morning  : 
Roach,  125m.,  14oz. ; rudd,  I4in.,  lib.  12*oz.  ; tench, 
16)in.,  21b.  l5oz. ; bream,  17*in.,  21b.  8oz. ; bream, 
17jin.,  21b.  5*oz. ; bream,  17in.,  21b.  4*oz. 

J.  Taylek,  Hon.  Sec. 

PERCH  TAKING  PERCH. 

Sir, — Is  it  a common  thing  for  perch  to  take  perch  ? 
This  was  my  experience  yesterday  (Saturday)  while 
fishing  a large  pool  of  about  seven  acres  in  extent  situate 
about  seven  miles  from  this  town.  I started  fishing 
with  a roving  minnow,  and  caught  after  a time  a small 
perch  about  three  and  a half  inches  long,  which  I placed 
in  my  bait  can. 

The  perch  feeding  very  slowly,  I started  pike  fishing, 
and  used  the  perch  mentioned  above,  after  cutting  oft' 
the  back  fin,  as  a bait  on  snap  tackle.  A few  minutes 
after  my  first  throw  in  my  float  disappeared.  I struck 
and  missed.  I threw  in  again,  when  the  float  disappeared 
a second  time,  and  I was  on  this  ocoasion  successful  in 
landing  the  fish,  which  was,  to  my  surprise,  a perch  of 
half  a pound  weight. — I am,  yours  faithfully, 

Market  Harborough.  John  Bland. 

(It  is  not  a very  common  occurrence  to  take  a perch 
with  a perch  ; perhaps  it  would  be  more  so  if  perch  were 
oftener  used  as  bait.— Ed. ] 

A PRIMITIVE  HOOK. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I have  been  in  Orkney  for  the 
last  three  weeks  and  fished  all  the  lochs  in  the  island, 
and  had  fine  sport.  The  trout  are  very  fine.  I stayed 
on  the  shores  of  Loch  Harray  and  fished  it.  Most  of  the 
trout  in  it  are  like  sea  trout ; they  require  a good  deal 
of  catching,  being  made  shy  with  so  much  ottering.  Some 
gentlemen  from  the  south,  “ ottering  ’ ’ all  day  long,  used 
1G  hooks  on  their  line.  I was  able  to  kill  more  than  they 
with  my  fly-rod.  Many  of  the  Datives  use  the  otter. 
Almost  every  boat  one  comes  to  has  one  in  it.  Most  of 
them  are  of  the  rudest  description,  their  lines  and  tackle 
the  same.  I cut  half  a dozen  flies  from  a native’s  line, 
and  inclosed  is  a sample.  The  trout  in  Loch  Harray 


seem  to  be  a cross  between  a sea  trout  and  brown  f rout. 
They  are  the  same  shape  as  a sea  trout,  silvery  in 
colour,  and  jump  the  same  as  a sea  trout  when  hooked, 
and  fight  to  the  last.  In  the  early  spring  the  natives 
catch  them  in  every  way— set  lines,  nets,  otters,  &c.— 
and  send  them  to  the  principal  fishmongers  in  London 
They  receive  Is.  4d.  per  pound  after  paying  the  carriage' 
5 owt.  often  being  sent  in  one  week.  One  of  the  boat- 
men I had  told  me  he  often  got  601b.  on  his  lines  in  a 
morning,  the  trout  averaging  over  lib.  If  it  were  not 
for  this  poaohing  going  on,  Loohs  Harray  and  Stennis 
would  be  as  good  fishing  lochs  as  any  in  the  kingdom  — 
Yours  faithfully,  P.  D.  Malloch! 

Perth.  - 

A GOOD  TAKE  OF  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— I am  forwarding  to  you  to-day  a photo- 
graph of  a dish  of  12*  brace  of  trout  that  were  taken 
with  the  artificial  May-fly  here  one  day  about  the  middle 
of  June. 

They  were  all  taken  in  about  4*  hours,  between  the 
wooden  bridge  at  the  entrance  to  the  dale  and  the  iron 
gate  opposite  to  the  place  where  the  donkeys  stand,  both 
of  which  points  you  will  know. 

The  large  fish  at  the  bottom  of  the  photograph  weighs 
1 Jib. , and  the  rest  are  as  nearly  as  possible  in  propor- 
tion as  the  fish  are  lying  on  a sloping  bank. 

The  river  is  in  capital  order  just  now,  and  I have  no 
doubt  there  will  be  some  good  Bport.  On  the  whole  it 
has  been  a very  good  season,  but  up  to  this  month  we 
have  had  very  few  fishermen  staying  here.  The  May- 
fly, as  of  course  you  know,  was  extraordinary. — With 
kind  regards,  I am,  yours  faithfully,  We.  Prince, 

Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dovedale,  Ashbourne. 

SINGLE  OR  DOUBLE  HOOKS  FOR  SALMON 
FLIES  P 

Dear  Sir, — I would  gladly  be  favoured  with  the 
views  of  some  of  your  excellent  correspondents  as  to  the 
relative  merits  or  demerits  of  the  above.— I am.  &c. 

G.  E). 


FLAX  WATER  IN  BANN. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I rather  pride  myself  upon  the 
acouracy  of  my  information  with  regard  to  Irish 
angling,  I hope  you  will  allow  me  to  reply  to  Mr.  R. 
Kirk  s letter  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Gazette.  I make  a 
point  of  never  seeking  information  from  interested 
persons,  and  the  enclosed  letter  was  my  authority  for 
stating  that  there  was  flax  water  in  the  BaDn.  The 
writer  says  in  his  letter,  “ I am  very  glad  you  did  not 
oome  to  Bann  as  you  intended,  the  salmon  have  refused 
everything  during  the  past  week.  They  have  taken  to 
the  deep  reaches  of  the  river,  and  will  remain  there  till 
the  flax  water  goes  out  of  the  river,  and  that  will  be 
about  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  September.”  With 
all  due  respect  to  Mr.  Kirk,  whom  I do  not  know 
personally,  I implicity  believe  the  foregoing  extract 
from  my  correspondent  to  be  the  plain  unvarnished 
truth. 

As  Mr.  Kirk  is  so  anxious  to  avoid  all  inaccuracy  with 
regard  to  the  Bann,  will  he  kindly  reply  to  my  letter  in 
Gazette  of  July  7?  I there  asked  him  whether  it  was 
true,  as  stated  in  his  advertisement,  that  I could  have 
“ free  salmon  and  trout  fishiDg  on  Bann,”  by  staying  in 
his  hotel  at  Kilrea  ? Mr.  Kirk  discreetly  failed  to  reply 
to  this  inquiry,  but  one  of  my  many  old  friends  in  his 
village  assures  me  that  the  guinea  licence,  a guinea  per 
week  for  the  fishing — plus  cost  of  man  and  boat — have 
to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Kirk’s  customers,  as  they  are  by 
everyone  else  who  fishes  at  Kilrea.  I have  been  there 
regularly  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  am,  therefore,  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts. — lam,  &c., 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

EXPERIENCES  WITH  THE  SQUID. 

Dear  Sir,— I do  not  think  the  experience  recorded 
in  your  last  issue  from  Bournemouth  by  a gentleman 

with  whom  I believe  I have  the  pleasure  of  being 
acquainted— is  particularly  unique.  I could  wish  it 
were  rarer  here.  The  squids  are  at  times  so  much  en 
evidence  that  fishiDg  becomes  an  impossibility,  and 
everything  in  the  boat  gets  into  a filthy  state.  The 
trouble  is  that  it  is— unless  you  use  a specially  con- 
structed “jigger”  of  several  hooks  lashed  back  to 
back — exceedingly  difficult  to  bring  the  creatures  within 
gaffing  distance.  They  will  hold  on  to  within  an  inch  or 
two  of  the  surface,  sucking  off  even  the  hardest  of 
baits,  such  as  chad. — I am,  &c. , F.  G.  Aflalo. 

Cornwall.  

TROUT  AT  LEWISHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Evening  News  of  a recent  date  I 
noticed  that  trout  and  dace  may  now  be  caught  in  the 
Ravensbourne  at  Lewisham.  Is  this  right  P Are  you 
allowed  to  fish  the  Ravensbourne  in  the  Catford  Pleasure 
Grounds  ? Apologising  for  troubling  you. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Heath. 

[Trout  can  certainly  not  be  caught  in  the  Ravens- 
bourne at  Lewisham  ; there  may  be  some  in  the  Ravens- 
bourne above  Catford  (strictly  private  water).  Very 
few  dace  at  Lewisham.  The  County  Council  do  not 
allow  fishing  in  the  Catford  Recreation  Ground,  and 
even  if  they  did  the  fishing  is  almost  worthless.] 

FISHING  IN  MONMOUTHS  BIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  “ Jay”  as  to  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  in  that  county,  the  Usk  would  be  his  best  place 
for  salmon  fishing.  The  sewin  are  not  numerous. 
Salmon  and  trout  licences  are  necessary. 

In  answer  to  “ G.  E.  H. ,”  there  is  good  coarse  fishing 
(free)  to  be  had  at  Symond  Yat  or  Monmouth. 

I shall  be  glad  to  give  any  further  particulars  to 
intending  visitors. — Yours  truly,  Tom  O’Neil. 

Skenfritb,  Monmouth. 


HOLIDAY  EXPERIENCES. 

I AM  not  what  a “globe  trotter”  would  call  a tra- 
velled man,  but,  like  the  Mississippi  boatman,  I have 
“ meandered  around  some.”  I can  say  I have  been  down 
a coal  pit,  whether  I have  or  not,  and  if  I have  not  been 
up  in  a balloon  it  is  not  because  I haven’t  described  the 
delights  of  aerial  navigation ; but,  although  I know  my 
own  country  as  well  as  most  people,  and  am  equally,  at 
home  in  slumdom  and  rusticity,  I have  only  recently 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Valley  of  the  Little  Ouse. 
Whether  I am  a born  angler  or  not  matters  little  for  the 
present  purpose,  although  I have  probably  told  as  many 
true  fishing  stories  as  any  other  disciple  of  the  gentle 
art,  and  am  quite  open  to  retail  more  when  I have  looked 
up  my  Baron  Munchausen,  and  taken  another  course  of 
Balzac.  The  Little  Ouse  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brandon,  the  dividing  line  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  is  one 
of  those  quiet  retreats  that  at  once  appeals  to  the  heart 
and  art  of  the  angler.  It  possesses  all  the  attributes  of 
the  typioal, fisherman’s  haunt.  My  paternal  parent  on 
the  father’s  side,  an  angler  of  some  standing — and 
sitting — and  a lady  friend,  were  my  companions,  and,  I 
must  acknowledge,  genuine  devotees  to  old  Izaak. 
Wind  and  rain,  and  a general  chillness  prevailing  at 
times,  had  no  terrors  for  them  ; the  discomforts  of  the 
surroundings  were  not  considered —they  were  fish  ing  ! 
The  writer  contented  himself  with  a few  back  numbers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  a pipe,  laying  in  a store  of 
mental  experiences  for  retail  purposes  in  town.  If  I did 
take  a turn  at  a rod,  it  was  more  as  a justification  for 
my  house-room,  so  to  speak,  on  the  punt,  and  if  my 
companions  did  not  tell  me  to  my  faoe  that  I was  the 
worst  angler  in  the  world,  they  were  quite  at  liberty  to 
think  it.  They  thought  it ! 

Brandon  is  a typical  bit  of  rural  England  in  every 
sense  of  the  word.  That  is  tho  first  thing  that  strikes 
one  on  ontering  the  little  town.  The  qnaint,  low-lying 
hoqses,  lined  ajong  a somewhat  irregular  main  street 
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constituting  itH  superficial  form,  whilo  tlio  old-fashioned 
“ Kara  ” presents  a porfoot  pioturo  of  a country  ian,  Buch 
aw  figuros  in  tho  olil-tiiao  descriptions  of  tlio  country  in 
tho  coaching  days,  A curious,  rambling,  yot  withal 
cosy  and  spacious  liostolry,  which  carries  witli  it  all  tho 
ancient  appendages  of  ho  many  of  tho  inns  described  by 
tho  immortal  “Boz,”  combined  with  creature  comforts 
that  must  of  necessity  bo  brought  up  to  date.  Proceeding 
through  tho  littlo  town,  wo  cross  a crazy  bridge — once  of 
stone, but  now  a patchwork  of  plaster,  brick,  and  mortar 
— a sort  of  mineral  oountorpano—  from  which  a dolight- 
ful  river  view  is  presented  on  oithor  side.  Tho  river,  as 
wo  viow  it,  is  singularly  clear,  and  that  it  abounds  with 
fish  is  patent,  for  they  are  visible  in  shoals,  and  might 
no  doubt  bo  porsuadod  to  oomo  out  of  it  when  the  wator 
thickens.  But  the  clarified  condition  of  tho  stream 
during  our  sojourn  was,  of  course,  considerably  against 
onr  success  in  getting  anything  like  a bag.  The  fish — • 
and  big  ones,  too — seemed  to  look  up  at  us,  rear  up  on 
their  hind  legs,  and  imply  that  they  had  other  engage- 
ments. It  may  be  urged,  however,  that  fish  don’t  have 
hind  legs — well,  that’s  no  fault  of  mine  ! There  are, 
howovor,  numerous  photographs  in  the  town  of  “ big 
takes  ” that  havo  been  landed  in  the  vicinity,  which 
indicate  that  tho  water  at  Brandon  can  hold  its 
own  with  most  places  for  sport.  The  river  in- 
sinuates itself  in  a delightfully  serpentine  manner 
for  many  miles,  every  few  yards  yielding  fresh  beautios 
for  the  lover  of  the  beautiful  in  Nature.  It  does 
not  boast  the  hills  of  tho  Severn  or  Dart,  nor  the 
mountains  of  tho  “land  o’  cakes”;  but  it  pursues  its 
course  through  delightfully  verdant  flower-studded 
meadows,  with  innumerable  evidences  of  waterfowl, 
from  the  lordly  heron  to  the  saucy  wagtail,  while  wild 
duck  and  snipe  abound  in  plenty. 

Added  to  the  charms  of  this  salubrious  district  is  the 
bracing  air,  which  is  by  no  means  the  least  important 
feature.  It  is  doubtful  whether  purer  or  more  invigo- 
rating atmospheric  conditions  exist  in  our  “ tight  little 
island”  than  in  this  delightful  valley.  Apart  from 
fishing  and  shooting,  therefore,  there  is  enough  to 
amply  repay  the  town-worn  toiler  for  his  trouble  if  he 
is  in  search  of  quiet,  healthy  surroundings,  and  the 
writer,  at  least,  can  testify  to  the  benefit  of  even  a few 
days’  change  in  the  Valley  of  the  Little  Ouse. 

Charley  Bramley. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY 

During  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Bridgeman  on 
Monday  evening,  there  were  shown  on  the  table  three 
barbel  weighing  271b.  ll|oz.,  the  largest  turning  the 
scale  at  121b.  1\oz.  These  fish  were  taken  in  the 
Rennet,  the  society’s  water  at  Newbury,  by  Mr. 
Kelsey. 

After  the  usual  preliminary  business  the  chairman 
invited  those  who  had  been  out  to  relate  their  experiences, 
when  Mr.  Kelsey  announced  his  success  in  taking  some 
barbel  and  chub.  Upon  the  fish  being  shown  the  for- 
tunate angler  received  quite  an  ovation,  as  one  of  the 
barbel  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  taken  from  any 
water  for  some  years.  The  fish  is  being  set  up  by 
Messrs.  Cooper,  and  has  been  presented  to  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  for  which  Mr.  Kelsey  was  cordially  thanked. 

A carp  was  also  shown  by  Mr.  O’Dowd. 

The  usual  toasts  closed  a very  interesting  meeting. 

H.  G. 


PIKE  PISHING  ON  A SCOTTISH  LAKE. 

To  the  angler  the  pike  affords  rare  sport.  It  is 
strong,  and  leads  the  wielder  of  the  rod  a merry  dance 
over  the  gleeful  waves  of  an  inland  loch,  or  keeps  him 
pirouetting  and  prancing  for  hours  if  he  has  hooked  his 
prize  from  the  bank.  The  Lake  of  Menteith  is  somewhat 
famous  for  its  pike,  and  every  year  the  inhabitants  of 
the  delectable  country-side,  in  which  it  is  set  as  a jewel, 
hold  high  carnival  in  the  destruction  of  the  fresh-water 
shark,  as  it  has  been  called.  On  them  the  charms  of  the 
scenery  have  palled,  and  the  historical  and  ecclesiastical 
associations  of  the  Island  of  Inchmahome,  on  the  bosom 
of  the  lake,  have  ceased  to  call  forth  any  expression  of 
interest.  It  is  not  so,  however,  with  the  stranger.  He 
is,  of  course,  there  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war  on  the 
ruthless  denizen  of  the  deep — for  to  those  who  have  not 
been  to  sea  the  Lake  of  Menteith,  with  its  gigantic 
billows  of  2ft  in  height,  is  a veritable  ocean — but  he  has, 
too,  an  eye  for  the  beauties  of  the  place  and  a 
curiosity  to  inspect  the  ruins  on  the  isle.  Shortly 
after  midnight,  in  the  uncertain  glimmer  of  a prema- 
ture dawn,  a party  of  men  may  be  observed 
stealthily  threading  their  way  to  the  edge  of  the  lake. 
Were  smuggling  still  in  vogue  there  might  be  a suspicion 
that  the  object  of  the  seizure  of  three  boats  was  to 
transfer  the  produce  of  a “ sma’  still  ” to  a place  of 
hiding  across  the  shimmering  waters.  There  is  certainly 
plenty  of  aqua  vita:  stored  in  the  burden  which  each 
man  carries,  but  it  is  merely  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
provender  that  has  to  sustain  him  till  lato  the  following 
night.  The  boats,  too,  have  been  hired  from  their 
owner  beforehand,  so  that  there  is  nothing  piratical  in 
their  appropriation.  Out  on  the  bosom  of  the  lake, 
which,  by  tho  way,  is  the  only  sheet  of  water  in  Scotland 
specifically  styled  “ lake,”  the  others  being  “ lochs,” 
and  when  the  “ Dominio’s  Hole  ” is  being  neared,  tho 
rods  are  flung  out.  A dead  silence  ensues,  for  each  angler, 
in  the  intensity  of  his  eagerness  to  havo  the  first  bito| 
cares  no  longer  to  be  jocose  or  garrulous.  And  at  length’ 
with  a sudden,  sharp  “ Eh  ! ” tho  rod  is  ditched  up  and 
“ I have  him,”  comes  with  a joyful,  though  scarcely 
triumphant,  tono  from  the  fortunate  fisher.  Then  tho 
other  lines  are  drawn  in,  so  as  not  to  tangle,  and  the 
remaining  boats  scurry  out  of  the  way,  and  tho  fun 
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commences.  Everyone  is  excited,  and  tho  pike,  judging 
from  his  evolutions,  probably  more  so  than  his  enemies 
on  tho  surface.  Ho  flies  hero,  and  he  spins  there,  but  a 
steady  strain  is  now  on  his  movements,  and  be  feels 
feebler  with  every  quarter  of  an  hour  which  passes  by. 
Tho  three-inch  speckled  par,  which  seemed  such  a dainty 
tit-bit  to  begin  tho  gorge  of  the  day,  is  now  nauseous  in  his 
maw,  and  if  a pike  can,  by  any  stretch  of  imagination.be 
supposed  to  repent  of  not  restraining  his  gormandising 
proclivities,  it  will  be  at  the  moment  when  the  cruel 
and  insidious  hook,  so  adroitly  inserted  in  the  bait 
which  had  been  “ guddled  ” tho  previous  day  from  the 
burn  in  the  glen,  or  tho  “ phantom  ” lure  purchased  at 
the  ironmongery  store  in  the  village,  is  galling  and 
chafing  his  tortured  mouth.  But  whatever  may  be  tho 
feelings  of  the  fish,  they  are  not  by  any  means  shared 
in  by  tho  men  in  tho  boat.  In  time  the  pike  is  played  out, 
and  soon  lies  gasping,  but  still  furious  among  his 
captors.  Woo  betide  the  man  who  lets  his  fingers  near 
that  horrid  and  jagged  mouth,  bristling  with  teeth  sharp 
hs  lances  ! But  the  pike  quickly  gets  his  quietus,  and 
he  is  admired  and  his  woight  calculated  as  he  lies  for 
inspection  on  one  of  the  seats.  Eighteen  pounds  is 
guessed,  for  the  imagination  of  the  angler  is  proverbially 
of  an  exalted  character,  but  the  prize  is  subsequently 
discovered  to  be  something  under  fourteen,  and,  as 
probably  turns  out,  is  the  biggest  fish  of  the  day.  And 
now  refreshments  are  handed  round,  and  the  captor’s 
health  is  drunk,  and  everything  goes  merry  as  a marriage 
bell.  Word  is  passed  that  only  after  a fish  is  captured 
will  the  bottle  circulate,  and  everyone  feels  put  on  his 
mettle.  And  soon  another  fish  is  hooked,  and  still 
another,  and  by  breakfast-time  fully  a dozen  have  been 
slaughtered.  Then  all  land  on  the  island,  and  a fire  is 
lit,  and  the  morning  meal  prepared.  Now  is  the 
stranger’s  opportunity.  While  others  smoke  around 
the  fire,  he,  in  quite  a sentimental  mood,  pays  a 
visit  to  Queen  Mary’s  bower  and  pulls  a sprig  of 
the  famous  boxwood  tree,  planted  by  the  unfortunate 
sovereign,  to  Bend  to  his  lady-love  in  the  distant 
city.  Hundreds  of  names  he  sees  carved  on  the 
painfully  modern  paiings  which  surround  this 
ancient  garden  of  the  girl  queen,  and  estimates  how 
many  years  the  frail  fence  will  last,  when  another  of 
the  same  will  likely  be  erected  for  those  who  find  a 
pleasure  in  thus  leaving  their  mark  on  the  world.  Then 
ho  reverently  surveys  the  beautiful  effigies  of  the  Earl 
of  Menteith  and  his  countess  where  they  lie  sleeping  in 
piece  in  the  chapel.  Weird  stories  he  conjures  up,  too 
— of  the  false  friend  of  the  Wallace  wight,  who  lies 
buried  somewhere  near,  no  one  can  tell,  and  of  the 
three  nuns,  who,  forgetful  of  their  vows,  met  with 
an  untimely  fate  on  the  mound  beyond  the  kitchen. 
But  the  sight  of  the  huge  fireplace  in  this  com- 
modious domain,  where  once  the  priory  circle  ruled 
supreme,  flashes  before  his  mind’s  eye  the 
junkettings  that  occurred  in  the  dim  and  distant  past, 
and  then  suggests  an  emptiness  of  stomach  which  rudely 
dispels  his  sentimental  musings,  and  sends  him  in  quite 
a prosaic  hurry  to  where,  “ under  a spreading  chestnut 
tree,”  on  a lawn  shorn  close  by  the  ubiquitous  sheep, 
his  friends  are  drinking  smoky  tea  that  looks  like  tar, 
and  feasting  on  the  “hard  tack,”  which  is  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  a piscatorial  picnio. — Glasgow  Evening 
Times. 


ELECTRIC  FISHING. 

An  interesting  device  to  the  angler  that  secures  his 
fish  through  a hole  in  the  ice  is  one  that,  while 
eminently  adapted  to  fishing  through  the  ice.  is  good 
for  use  all  the  year  round,  irrespective  of  time  and 
season.  It  is  well  known  that  the  best  way  to  attract 
fish  at  night  is  by  a light  of  some  kind,  and  if  the  light 
can  be  thrown  at  will  to  any  spot  under  the  water,  with- 
out appearing  too  prominently  on  the  surface  of  the 
wator,  success  is  assured. 

It  is  also  fairly  well  known,  says  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer,  that  the  Prince  of  Monaco,  in  Europe,  is  one 
of  the  most  scientific  and  enthusiastic  deep-water 
fishermen  that  the  world  of  sport  holds  to-day,  to  such 
an  extent  that  a few  years  ago  he  invented  a deep-water 
fish-trap  which  could  be  sunk  to  a depth  of  two  miles. 
This  was  provided  with  electric  lights  and  a plunge 
battery,  which  had  to  be  protected  against  the  pressure 
of  the  water  by  large  air  cushions,  and  then  when  the 
trap  was  sunk  he  could  at  will  turn  on  the  current,  get 
the  light  at  that  depth,  and  so  catch  fish,  many  of  which 
had  never  been  seen  before. 

This  is  all  by  the  way.  It  is  more  the  germ  to  a more 
useful  and  only  general  machine,  one  for  every  one  to 
build  or  handle  for  himself.  The  device  is  a small 
incandescent  lamp  of  about  3 c.p.,  having  a piece  of  fine 
wire  twisted  around  it  to  keep  it  from  shaking  against 
the  sides  of  the  quart  bottle  in  which  it  is  placed,  which 
large  bottle  is  weighted  with  lead  so  that  it  will  sink  to 
any  depth  required.  Attached  to  the  tiny  lamp  and 
passing  through  the  cork  or  stopper  are  two  light-weight 
electric  wires  covered  with  insulation  of  a light  brown 
colour  (this  beiDg  the  invisible  hue  for  wator  work,  and 
not  grey,  as  so  many  people  erroneously  imagine). 

These  wires  run  upward  to  any  desired  length,  and  the 
depth  of  the  lamp  in  the  water  is  regulated  by  a large 
board  float,  tho  wires  passing  into  tho  boat,  where  there 
is  a small  battery,  cunningly  fitted  into  a box.  By  the 
pressing  down  of  a handle  the  circuit  is  made,  and  tho 
light  glows  at  any  desired  depth,  attracting  tho  fish  from 
a distance,  and  undoubtedly  productive  of  good  sport. 
The  cost  of  the  outfit  is  §37,  but  a home-made  one  can 
easily  bo  put  together  by  anyone  having  a smattering  of 
technical  and  practical  oloctrioal  knowledge  for  about  §5, 
one  that  would  answer  just  as  well  as  far  as  producing  a 
light  and  attracting  tho  fish  is  concerned. 
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It  would  appear  that  with  this  light  under  tho  water 
and  “ tip-ups,”  the  clear  winter  night  overhead,  and 
tho  clear  red  fire  merrily  blazing  on  the  bank,  and  the 
pan  ready  for  any  fish  that  may  be  caught,  there  is  all 
the  necessary  material  for  any  amount  of  fun  in  the 
winter,  for  the  one  great  drawback  to  fishing  through 
the  ice  has  always  been  the  unwritten  law  that  it  is  a 
daylight  sport,  and  that  as  soon  as  nightfalls  it  is  “ up- 
lines ” and  home. 

It  is  perhaps  as  well  to  say  that  if  the  best  results 
are  desired  with  any  kind  of  ice  fishing,  the  ground  must 
be  baited  for  two  or  three  days  in  advance. — Electricity. 


CAN  A TROUT  CHANGE  ITS  SPOTS? 

“ I ’sj'OSE  a trout  was  about  the  first  thing  to  take  a 
picture,”  said  an  old  Adirondack  guide  to  a representa- 
tive of  the  N.  Y.  World.  “ You  didn't  know  that  a 
trout  could  take  a picture,  did  ye  ? Wall,  they  can. 
You  see  a trout  is  able  to  change  the  colour  of  his  skin 
(you  know  they  don’t  have  scales)  to  match  the  colour 
of  whatever  he  is  under  or  over,  an’  he  kin  do  it  pretty 
quick,  too. 

“ If  you  don’t  believe  it,  sometime  when  you  are 
fishing  down  below  the  dam  jest  scare  a trout  out  of  a 
hole  under  the  bank  where  it  is  dark  and  watch  him  as 
he  goes  into  the  shaller  water  where  the  bottom  is  white 
and  the  sun  shines.  You’ll  see  him  for  half  a minute 
looking  as  black  as  a horn-pout,  but  before  he’s  gone 
very  far  his  black  colour  will  all  be  gone,  and  he’ll  look 
just  the  colour  of  the  water.  Now  keep  quiet  and  he’ll 
come  back  to  bis  old  hole,  not  straight  back,  for  they’re 
as  shy  as  a bird  on  her  nest.  But  soon  you’ll  see  him  go 
up  stream  and  slowly  fall  back  to  his  place  under  the 
bank.  He’s  a cunning  old  feller,  and  don’t  want  you  to 
know  where  his  home  is.  You  can  see  the  golden  yellow 
of  his  sides  when  he  fust  gets  there,  but  he’ll  soon  be  so 
dark  that  you’ll  have  ter  have  sharp  eyes  if  you  keep 
watch  on  him  long. 

“ Now,  jest  sit  down  there  and  wait  till  the  sun  gits  so 
it  will  shine  down  there  where  he  is.  Perhaps  it  will 
shine  through  some  leaves,  and  some  of  him  will  he  in 
the  sunshine  and  some  in  the  shade,  and  if  you  drop  a 
hook  down  there  with  a little  piece  of  worm  on  the  pint 
most  likely  you’ll  git  him.  If  you  do,  rap  him  on  the 
head  with  a stick  and  lay  him  away  in  a dark  place  to 
dry,  and  you’ll  find  the  colour  is  set,  and  where  he  was 
in  the  shade  he  is  black,  and  where  the  sun  shone  on  him 
he  is  light.” 

“ Did  you  ever  see  anything  pictured  on  them  that 
looked  natural?” 

“ Ok,  yes,  lots  of  times.  Only  the  other  day  I was 
dressing  some  fish  we  got  over  to  B pond,  and  I see  one 
that  had  the  perfect  image  of  a leaf  on  his  side  and  back. 
You  have  to  take  them  out  and  let  them  dry  to  preserve 
the  picture.  I didn’t  ever  see  a picture  on  a trout  that 
wa’n’t  dried  in  but  once,  and  that  was  a good  while  ago. 

“ You  saw  that  old  waterin’ -trough  out  back  the  shed 
down  to  the  house,  didn’t  ye  ? Wall,  years  ago  we  had 
a trout  in  there.  My  brother  Sam  put  him  in  there 
when  he  was  a youngster,  and  he’d  grown  till  he  was  a 
big  one  and  weigh  as  much  as  five  or  six  pounds,  I guess. 
Mother  used  to  feed  him,  and  he’d  come  when  she  called 
him,  and  we  all  thought  a sight  of  him. 

“ My  Jim  was  a little  shaver  then,  and  he  used  to  sail 
boats  in  the  old  trough.  He  had  a little  one  that  I made 
him,  all  rigged  up  with  masts  and  sails,  and  one  after- 
noon he’d  been  playin’  with  it  till  it  began  to  rain,  and 
his  ma  made  him  come  in  the  house,  and  he  left  his  boats 
out  there. 

“ Well,  bime-by  the  heaviest  part  of  the  shower  went 
over  and  the  sun  came  out  in  the  west,  and  shone  on  to 
the  milk  pans  piled  up  beside  the  shed  door,  and  was 
reflected  down  into  the  water.  Just  then  came  an  awful 
flash  and  clap  of  thunder,  and  the  women  folks  thought 
they  was  killed.  I run  out  to  see  what  it  had  done,  and 
found  things  pretty  much  upsot.  The  lightning  had 
struck  the  big  tree  and  run  down  until  it  hit  the  shed, 
and  then  struck  the  old  trough.  It  hadn’t  hurt  the 
trough  much,  but  there  on  top  of  the  water  was  the  big 
trout,  as  dead  as  a herrin’,  and  on  his  side  was  the 
perfect  picture  of  a ship  with  the  sails  all  set.” 


A KENNEBEC  FISH  NET. 

“ I SAW  a new  fish  net — new  to  me,  at  least — in  the 
Kennebec  river  recently,”  said  J.  S.  Stackpole,  of 
Augusta,  Me.  ‘ 1 The  poor  fish  have  no  cha  nee  at  all  with 
it.  It  was  an  ordinary  net,  provided  with  a rubber  tube 
all  around  the  top.  The  tube  is  connected  with  a com- 
promised air  pump,  operated  from  a boat  or  the  shore. 
The  net  is  sunk,  and  the  fish  are  attracted  over  the 
middle  of  it  either  by  an  incandescent  lamp,  or  by  bait,  if 
the  fisherman  does  not  want  to  carry  too  much  para- 
phernalia. When  enough  fish  have  gathered  tho  fisher- 
man works  his  air  pump,  and  inflates  the  rubber  tube. 
It  rises  slowly,  and  so  gently  as  not  to  alarm  the  fish. 
In  this  way,  when  entirely  inflated,  the  whole  top  of  the 
net  is  raised  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  completely 
surrounding  the  entrapped  fish.  Thoy  shoot  downward 
in  flight,  and  never  seek  to  go  ovor  an  obstaolo,  and  so 
all  are  easily  taken.  Tho  net  is  resetsimply  by  allowing 
tho  air  to  escape  from  tho  rubber  tube,  when  tho  not 
sinks  again.” — St.  Louis  Democrat. 


A Free  Angling  Competition  will  take  place  at 
Langley  on  Aug.  20  (open  only  to  those  holding  privi- 
logo  tickets  from  Anglers’  Association),  for  nine  prizes, 
tho  two  firsts  being  ,£1  Is.  each ; Langley,  and  tank 
pounds  only.  One  rod.  Jaok  barred.  All  to  arrivo  by 
the  first  train  on  tlio  morning  of  competition  only,  givu 
thoir  names  in  at  tho  “ North  Star,”  and  start  iishing 
by  signal. 
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maDy  better  waters.  After  half  an  hour’s  rest  at 
Tvinde  the  pony  is  ready  again,  and  we  push  on 
up  a steepening  ascent,  passing  Vinje,  where  is 
another  little  fishing  station  and  hotel;  then, 
threading  a fine  ravine,  in  another  hour  or  so  we 
are  a thousand  feet  up,  and  Opheims  Vand  lies 
spread  before  us.  Near  Vinje,  by  the  way,  a 
small  river  joins  the  Vosse-Elv  from  Myrkdal 
Vand,  a quiet  lake,  where  good  trouting  is  often 
to  be  had.  This  lake  can  be  fished  from  Vinje 
Hotel,  or  from  Frammes  Hotel,  where  we  stayed 
on  Opheims  Vand. 

Framnais,  our  destination  for  a week  in  June, 
1893,  is  a timber  hotel,  of  the  usual  Norwegian 
style,  standing  on  a tongue  of  land  jutting  into 
the  lake  just  where  the  river  quits  it.  From 
the  balcony  just  outside  our  bedrooms  was  a 
glorious  view  down  the  three  miles  of  lake.  The 
scenery  immediately  round  Opheims  Vand  is 
soft,  verdurous,  and  full  of  charm.  Grasslands 
everywhere  meet  the  water’s  edge,  and  for  this 
reason,  doubtless,  the  trout  in  this  lake  are  so 
abundant  and  so  well  fed.  Quaint  old-fashioned 
timber  gaards,  or  farmhouses,  dot  the  slopes ; 
upon  the  left  hand  the  little  wooden  church  stands 
out  in  all  its  dazzle  of  snow  white-paint.  All 
around  tower  mountains  from  3000  to  4000  feet 
in  height,  while  at  the  far  end,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Stalheim,  rise  other  and  grimmer  snow- 
clad  heights.  Above  the  pastures  and  the  corn 
patches,  and  below  the  grey,  bare,  snow-topped 
mountains,  birch  and  pine  forests  softly  clothe 
the  heights,  while  near  us,  on  either  flank, 
stream  and  waterfall  fill  in  the  picture. 

Opheim  and  Framnss  are  quiet  little  places. 
Most  travellers  pass  on  to  Stalheim,  and  put  up 
at  Patterson’s  palatial  hotel  there,  or  tear  through 
to  Gudvangen  to  catch  the  steamer  and  “ do  ” 
some  other  bit  of  scenery.  We  were  pretty  sure 
of  finding  quarters  at  Frammes  thus  early  in  the 
season,  but  we  were  scarcely  prepared  to  find 
ourselves  sole  denizens  of  the  establishment. 
However,  it  all  looked  charming  and  inviting,  and 
we  selected  our  bedrooms,  had  some  lunch,  and 
got  out  our  tackle.  Mr.  Myhre,  our  obliging 
landlord,  was  rather  doubtful  about  sport  thus 
early  ; the  ice  had  only  disappeared  from  the  lake 
on  May  15,  and  the  water  was  still  cold.  The 
afternoon  was  hot,  glaring,  and  with  not  a breath 
of  wind,  and  no  fish  were  on  the  move.  After  six 
o’clock  dinner,  however,  at  which,  among  other 
luxuries,  reindeer  steak  and  ptarmigan,  both  from 
Mr.  Myhre’s  home-made  icehouse,  were  set 
before  us,  the  glare  had  gone,  and  the  air  was 
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SUMMER  TROUTING  IN  NORWAY' 

By  H.  A.  Bryden. 


TflE  drive  along  Vossestranden  from  Vosse- 
vangen  to  Opheims  Vand  (between  Hardanger 
Fiord  and  Sogne  Fiord)  is  very  beautiful.  Nor- 
way in  early  June  is  clad  in  a mantle  of  wonderful 
verdure;  the  grass  was  springing  as  it  springs 
nowhere  else  in  Europe ; the  corn  patches  were 
starting  up  in  strength  ; waterfalls  were  pouring 
from  the  mountains  every  few  hundred  yards; 
and  the  wild  flowers  were  indescribably  luxuriant. 
In  that  four  hours’  drive  we  must  have  seen 
acres  of  wild  pansies  ; they  flourished  everywhere 
in  the  grass,  and  tiDged  the  meadow  lands  with  a 
lovely  purple  bloom.  They  grew  cn  the  sod  roofs 
of  the  little  log  farmhouses  and  water  mills 
everywhere,  as  we  passed  by  ; and  they  were  not 
scraggy,  degenerate  flowers,  but  fine,  well-grown 
blooms  of  quite  respectable  size. 

We  passed  Lone  Vand,  a fine  sheet  of  water, 
and  then  followed  the  upward  course  of  the 
Vosse-Elv  (elv  means  river)  as  it  fell  and  foamed 
downward  from  the  lake  we  sought.  Presently 
we  reached  Tvinde,  a pretty  place,  where  is  a quiet 
little  hotel,  and,  close  to  the  road,  a very  beautiful 
waterfall,  the  Tvindefos.  There  is  some  decent 
trouting  in  the  river  about  here,  but  hardly 
worth  stopping  for  in  a country  where  lie  so 


cooler. 

There  was  scarcely  a ripple  and  no  wind,  and 
casting  was  out  of  the  question.  We,  therefore, 
each  trailed  a long  fly  line,  and  had  out  a phan- 
tom minnow  between  us,  and  were  pulled  quietly 
along  the  shore.  The  fish  were  not  eager,  but 
every  now  and  again  we  had  a rise,  and  took  a 
pretty  trout  with  the  fly  rods.  The  minnow, 
strangely  enough,  accounted  for  only  one  fish 
that  evening.  The  last  time  I had  wetted  a line 
was  in  far  off  Bechuanaland,  where  only  small 
“ karpers,”  a kind  of  carp,  and  great  ugly  barbel 
were  to  be  had.  It  was  a pleasure  indeed  to  feel 
again  the  leap  of  lively  trout  on  one’s  tackle,  and 
to  have  in  one’s  hand  these  dainty,  beautiful,  soft- 
skinned  fish.  We  found  these  trout  plump, 
lively,  and  well  fed,  as,  indeed,  I think  they 
always  are  in  Opheims  Vand.  Our  bag  this 
night  was  only  nine  fish,  but  they  were  all  nice 
trout,  going  nearly  two  to  the  pound.  The 
night  was  perfect — calm  (too  calm  for  fishing), 
warm,  and  balmy,  and  full  of  light.  At  twelve 
o’clock,  when  we  quitted  the  lake,  Ihere  was 
still  a rich  glow  in  the  north-east,  where  the  sun 
lay,  and  we  could  see  to  read  with  ease  the 
smallest  type.  These  wonderful  warm  light 
evenings  and  nights  were  a feature  of  our 
week’s  stay  at  Frammes.  It  seemed  strange  to 
leave  the  almost  broad  daylight  and  seek  one’s 
bed ; yet  sleep  soon  came  once  we  had  the  resolu- 
tion to  make  an  end  of  the  day  and  retire.  We 
were  now  in  for  a spell  of  the  hottest  summer 
weather,  and  although  the  waters  were  daily 
growing  warmer,  and  the  trouting  gradually  im- 
proved, we  found  fishing  with  little  or  no  wind, 
and  the  lake  like  a burnished  mirror,  of  small 
use  in  the  daytime. 

Next  afternoon,  hot  though  it  was,  we  fished 
the  Vosse-Elv  down  to  Vinje.  There  are  some 
sharp  descents  and  roaring  falls  over  much  of 
this  distance,  but  here  and  there  we  could  get 


fair  casting,  and  In  a couple  or  three  hours’ 
ramble  we  managed  to  secuie  a dozen  pretty 
trout.  The  fish  in  this  river  are,  however,  here- 
abouts of  no  great  size.  Those  we  took  ran 
about  throe  to  the  pound.  After  dinner  we 
again  embarked  on  the  lake.  It  was  a dead 
calm,  and  again  we  contented  ourselves,  perforce, 
with  trailing  fly  and  minnow,  and  rowing  quietly 
round  the  lower  end  of  the  Vand,  capturing 
eleven  beautiful  trout.  I noticed  this  evening 
upon  the  shores  and  surface  of  the  Vand  red- 
shanks, summer  snipe,  some  duck  and  divers, 
and  a great  heron  or  two.  At  12,30  (midnight)  I 
could  see  to  read  a book  with  perfect  ease.  At 
1 a.m.,  when  we  turned  in,  day  was  visibly  break- 
ing, and  small  birds  were  lifting  their  voices.  I 
looked  out  on  the  lake  from  the  balcony  near  my 
bedroom  at  this  time.  The  trout  were  feeding  in 
every  portion  of  the  Vand,  their  rises,  flawing 
the  glassy  surface,  exactly  resembling  a light 
shower  of  rain.  Faint  pink  clouds  appeared 
where  the  light  lay  in  a gap  between  the  great 
sombre  snow-streaked  mountains.  The  pleasant 
unceasing  sound  of  waterfalls  fell  ever  upon 
the  ear,  the  air  seemed  fresher  again.  At  this 
season,  and  in  these  latitudes,  earth  never  quite 
slumbers,  she  nods  for  a brief  space  only. 

Next  morning  after  breakfast  we  watched  the 
landlord  taking  up  his  night-lines,  which  consisted 
of  a long  string  carrying  some  forty  hooks  baited 
with  worms,  and  laid  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake 
by  a stone  at  either  end.  There  were  sixteen 
good  trout — mostly  half-pounders  or  upwards — 
on  the  line.  In  this  way  most  Norwegian  hotels 
obtain  their  trout  supply.  In  a few  days’  time 
our  own  catches  and  those  of  some  other  visitors 
produced  so  many  trout  that  the  night-line  was 
not  needed. 

Friday,  June  9,  was  hotter  than  ever.  Again 
we  fished  late,  and  took  a small  bag  (nine)  of  very 
handsome  fish. 

On  the  10th  we  started  early  by  stolkjmrre 
for  a drive  to  Gudvangen  on  Sogne  Fiord.  We 
were  soon  at  Stalheim,  where  we  halted  for  half 
an  hour.  The  scenery  round  here  and  down 
the  Nmrodal  to  Gudvangen  is  magnificent. 
The  descent  from  the  hotel — 1125ft. — to  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  is  very  sheer,  and  a fine 
road,  cut  in  sharp  zig-zags,  has  been  skilfully 
engineered  in  the  mountain  side  for  the  benefit 
and  ease  of  tourists.  Even  now  the  road  has  to 
be  driven  carefully  ; a young  Englishman,  a year 
or  two  back,  came  by  his  death  in  attempting  to 
make  the  descent  too  rapidly.  The  view  down 
Nmrodal  from  Stalheim  Hotel  is  one  of  the 
wildest  and  sublimest  in  Norway.  On  either  side 
of  the  road,  as  one  descends  the  mountain,  two 
magnificent  waterfalls,  the  Sevlefos  and  Stal- 
heimsfos,  tumble  foaming.  It  was  a hot  sunny 
day  as  we  passed  these  waterfalls,  and  over 
Sevlefos,  on  the  left,  a glorious  rainbow  hung. 
Having  walked  down  the  zig-zag  road,  we  got 
into  our  stolkjicrre  and  pushed  on  again.  A fine 
river,  the  Nserodals-Elv,  raced  along  the  valley 
on  our  left  hand.  This  is  a salmon  and  white 
trout  river,  and  towards  Gudvangen,  where  it 
discharges  into  Sogne  Fiord,  affords  fairly  good 
sport.  The  left  bank  is  rented.  I believe  the 
river  can  be  fished  for  a short  distance  up  the 
right  bank  by  visitors  staying  at  Mr.  Meidell’s 
Vikingvang  Hotel,  at  Gudvangen.  On  reaching 
Gudvangen,  we  half  thought  of  staying  a few 
days  to  try  our  luck ; but  there  were  no  white 
trout  up  at  this  time,  and  the  reports  of  salmon 
fishing  hardly  warranted  a sojourn. 

Passing  through  Nrerodal,  the  towering  moun- 
tains seem  completely  to  hem  one  in.  'There  are 
a few  farmsteads  down  the  narrow  dale,  but  it 
must  be  a terribly  depressing  place  to  live  in. 
From  November  to  February  it  is  almost  sunless, 
and  at  Gudvangen,  where  the  cliffs  are  even  closer 
and  more  forbidding,  the  sun  is  never  seen  during 
the  whole  winter.  On  the  left  we  passed  the  striking 
cone  of  J ordalsnut,  which  rises  grandly  alone  to  its 
summit  of  3620ft.  And  always  as  we  drove,  the 
cold  grey  Labrador  rock  frowned  grimly  from 
3000ft.  to  4000ft.  above  us.  Here  and  there 
gigantic  rents  in  the  mountain  side,  and  the 
Titanic  litter  of  rock  in  the  valley,  showed  where 
the  stony  avalanches  fall  as  the  warm  spring- 
time comes  on.  There  are  some  wonderfully 
lofty  waterfalls  pouring  from  the  mountain  tops 
fringing  the  Nserodal.  Some  of  them  look  like 
silvery  streaks  as  they  course  down,  clinging 
tightly  to  the  cliffs’  face.  Others  are  far  grander. 
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I ho  Kilefos,  nearing  Gudvangen,  begins  with  a 
clear  loap  of  fiOoft.,  and  falls  altogether  1840ft. 
before  touching  bottom.  All  day  as  wo 
passed  and  ropassed  it,  an  exquisite  rainbow, 
showing  the  tenderest  of  prismatic  colouring, 
played  over  the  upper  part  of  this  lofty  fall. 

I ho  dalo  became  narrower  and  narrower,  and 
at  last  we  reached  Gudvangen,  a tiny  collection 
of  timber  houses,  nestling  at  tho  head  of 
NaTofiord,  an  arm  of  Sogno  Fiord.  Here  were 
two  small  hotels,  a post  office,  and  a store.  A 
Norwegian  touring  steamer  lay  off  in  the  fiord, 
but,  thus  early  in  the  season,  seemed  to  bo  but 
poorly  patronised.  For  ourselvos  this  was 
pleasant  enough.  We  had  had  the  magnificent 
scenery  of  the  Nicrodal  to  ourselves,  and  Gud- 
vangen was  peacefully  empty. 

We  lunched,  rested  the  pony  a couple  of  hours, 
and  then  returned  homewards.  The  ascent  of 
Stalheimsklev,  up  sixteen  steepish  zigzags, 
took  us  some  forty  minutes  to  compass  in 
leisurely  fashion,  including  a parting  look  at  the 
glorious  Sevlefos,  still  decked  with  its  rainbow. 
We  got  out,  of  course,  and  the  poDy  and  stolk- 
perre  toiled  after  us. 

On  reaching  Framtuus  Hotel  in  the  evening, 
we  found  that  at  last  there  were  other  visitors 
than  ourselves.  Two  English  clergymen — 
brothers— and  some  ladies  of  the  naray— five  in 
nil  were  now  established  there.  They  were  all,  I 
except  one  of  the  ladies,  keen  anglers,  and  it  was  I 
a pleasure  to  meet  one’s  country-folk  again,  and 
nice  people  and  good  fishermen  to  boot.  All 
the  party  were  out  after  supper,  and  got  twenty  - 
tw o trout  among  them.  P.  and  I tried  only  for  I 
a short  hour,  and  took  but  half  a dozen  fish.  The 
evening  was  again  perfect  climatically,  but  with 
little  breeze  for  fishing. 

(To  be  continued.) 


DAYS  IN  THULE;  WITH  BOD,  GUN, 
AND  CAMERA  * 

Thule  is  a remote  land;  various  authors  have 
located  it  in  Shetland,  Greece,  “ anywhere,  any- 
where out  of  the  world,”  almost.  Camden  is 
responsible  for  selecting  Shetland,  which  the 
Gaels  have  “Thylensel”  (Isle  of  Thjle).  Pliny 
describes  it  as  “ an  island  in  the  Northern 
Ocean,  discovered  by  Pyiheas,  after  sailing 
six  Bdays  from  Orcades.  ’ Some  have  supposed 
it  to  be  Iceland.  It  was  the  most  northern 
point  known  to  the  Romans.  John  Bickerlyke 
has  fixed  it  in  the  Hebrides,  or  western 
islands  of  Scotland.  And,  if  Thule  be,  “as 
authors  are  prone  to  describe,  a land  of  dark- 
ness, John  Bickerdyke  has  struck  the  matter 
aright,  as  would  seem  from  some  passages  of  his 
book,  showing  that  among  the  mountain  bog  he 
came  upon  “ black,  unfertile,  desolate-looking 
places.  But  this  does  not  apply  to  the  whole 
region,  which  extends  over  many,  many  miles, 
and  includes  not  only  peat  moors  with  cheerless 
cabins  of  stone,  occupied  by  crofters,  whose  peat 
fires  blaze  not  up  chimneys,  but  are  pitched 
in  the  centre  of  the  floor,  sending  smoke  into  the 
thatched  roof,  the  soot  mingling  with  the  straw 
to  convert  it  into  profitable  manure,  the  thatch 
being  renewed  every  season : for  there  are 

hundreds  of  islands,  innumerable  caverns  rife 
with  blue-rock  pigeons  and  rabbits ; rivers  and 
sea  bays  yielding  salmon  and  trout ; rocks 
harbouring  wild  ducks  and  geese.  So  that,  with 
a well-lined  purse,  the  choice  of  one  of  the  better 
class  of  houses,  the  selection  of  suitable  gillie->, 
the  acquisition  of  horses  now  and  then,  and  the 
companionship  of  chosen  friends  for  the  outing, 
there  are  means  of  spending  a few  months  of 
summer  with  rod  and  gun  very  pleasantly  in 
that  ozone-laden  region.  But  these  joys  are  not 
tor  the  toiling  millions.  Specifically,  the  Gheira 
Bodge,  at  which  the  sporting  party  spent  some 
three  months  more  or  less — is  a shooting  lodge 
some  few  days’  journey  from  the  Clyde,  and 
pitched  in  the  Outer  Hebrides — described  as 
Broad  Bay— one  of  the  choicest  haddock  grounds 
in  Scotland.  The  author  does  not  blink  his 
incipient  disappointment  when  passing,  by 
dogcart,  through  the  “ black  country  ” of  the 
Lewis,  the  great  peat-bogs  whence  the  little 
capital  of  the  island  draws  its  chief  supplies  of 

* By  John  Bickerdyke.  Published  by  Arch.  Constable  I 
& Co.,  14,  Parliament-street,  Westminster. 


fuel.  “A  strange  land,  indeed!”  “Any  slight 
traces  of  vegetation  there  may  have  been  were 
hidden  by  the  gathering  twilight.  All  round  us 
tho  country  was  dark  and  gloomy,  its  monotony 
only  varied  by  heaps  of  black  peat  stacked  ready 
for  cart  or  creel.  The  scene  was  weird,  almost 
horrible  ; a fitting  abode  for  witches  and  uncanny 
things.  Even  in  sunlight  it  was  not  a cheerful 
place.  Was  this  tho  beautiful  Thule  I had  read 
of  I It  seemed  to  mo  rather  the  abomination  of 
I desolation.”  The  scene,  however,  shortly  changed, 
and  tho  party  came  “ to  the  sweet,  open,  un- 
dulating moorland,  untouched  save  by  the  grazing 
of  crofters’  cows  and  the  trimming  of  the  heather 
I tops  by  the  grouse.”  But,  at  best,  there  appears 
to  be  a sad  desolation  about  the  crofters’  houses, 
and  a dread  loneliness  in  the  whole  district — 
houses  many  miles  apart : only  the  keen  sports- 
I man  could  stand  it ; to  which  loneliness  may  be 
added  tho  recurrence  of  storms  of  a kind  to  which 
civilised  towns  are  unaccustomed.  The  cots  are 
constructed  of  rough  stones,  and  are  inhabited  by 
crofters— a primitive,  good-natured,  God-fearing, 
landlord-hating  folk,  who  abhor  chimneys.  “ A 
chimney  less  room  in  Peatland  is  not  so  very  hor- 
rible a place”  [such  is  the  opinion  of  the  author, 
at  one  stage].  “ The  fire,  a heap  of  live  peat, 
smoulders  as  often  as  not  in  the  centre  of  the 
clay  floor,  and  the  white  smoke  rises  upwards 
and  collects  in  the  round  roof,  where  the  chickens 
roost  on  the  odds  and  ends  of  drift-wood  which 
support  the  thick  thatch.  After  curling 
awhile  among  the  poultry,  it  filters  through 
the  thick  thatch.  . . . No  jerry-built  villa 

nor  model  cottage  could  withstand  the  weather 
on  those  wind  - swept,  water  - worn  moors.” 
It  is  safe  to  ejaculate,  Poor  crofters,  wretched 
chickens,  unhappy  land;  charitable  and  sym- 
pathetic author.  Truly,  to  these  crofters  are  not 
given  the  cakes  and  ale  of  this  life.  There  must 
have  been  compensating  joys  to  the  sporting 
party,  as  shown  by  the  author’s  reverie,  when 
gazing  on  some  barren  islets  alive  with  gulls, 
curlew,  geese,  and  sundry  fowl,  with  mountains 
and  moorland  of  purple  heather  round  about— 
“ever-changing  sea,  heather-covered  moorlands, 
ruS§e|I  mountains,  silvery  sands,  gorgeous 
atmospheric  effects  — what  more  could  man 
I wish  ? ” 

Burn  trout,  loch  trout,  sea  trout,  and  salmon 
were  found  spasmodically.  There  were  days 
I when  trout  would  not  rise,  and  rain  would  not 
fall,  when  the  British  angler  would  become 
cheerless  and  sad.  Miles  of  water  were  fished 
without  a rise  from  a salmon ; these  are  ghosts 
raised  by  the  author,  lest  some  readers  might  see 
only  the  glow  and  the  fun,  and  imagine  that 
among  Hebridean  roses  there  were  no  thorns. 
More  than  once  he  had  been  lured  to  undertake 
some  long  and  expensive  expedition,  to  find  that 
the  descriptions  of  which  he  had  read  related  to 
a condition  of  things  enjoyed  years  ago;  against 
such  deceptions  he  raises  the  warning  voice, 

“ Beware  ! ” Respecting  such  cases,  his  advice  is', 
“ascertain  when  the  river  is  at  its  best;  it  is 
poor  comfort,  after  renting  a river  for  the  spring 
months,  to  be  told  that  there  will  be  a grand  run 
of  fish  in  July.”  Haddock  fishing  appears  to 
have  yielded  capital  enjoyment,  when  the  sea  was 
calm,  the  landing  net  scarcely  sufficing  to  keep 
the  small  party  busy,  so  much  was  it  in  demand 
for  one  or  other  of  the  party;  no  sooner  was 
the  tackle  within  a fathom  of  the  bottom 
than  a fish  seized  the  bait,  and  frequently  two 
were  caught  on  one  line.  Mussels  were  used  as 
bait— sometimes  gurnet  cut  in  strips,  sometimes 
shell  fish.  I lfty-five  haddocks  weighed  consider- 
ably over  half  a hundredweight,  and  some  even 
reached  nearly  21b.  And  here  the  author  con- 
demns the  boiling  of  haddocks,  describing  them, 
when  boiled,  as  like  pictures  without  frames. 
They  should  be  filletted  like  soles,  and  fried  with 
egg  and  bread-crumb.  In  one  case  the  party  caught 
a cod  of  1211  b.,  inside  of  which  fish  was  a haddock, 
and  inside  the  haddock  a piece  of  hair  snooding. 
Resting  on  the  cliff,  while  lunching,  it  is  not  bad 
amusement,  on  a fine  day,  to  “ watch  tho  solan 
geese  feeding,  and  the  porpoises  tumbling  in  the 
bay.  In  salmon  fishing,  the  author  reiterates 
the  experience  of  all  good  anglers — but  which  the 
majority  of  less  experienced  ones  persistently 
overlook— the  importance  of  using  fine  tackle  and 
of.  avoiding  being  seen.  There  is  one  very 
stirring,  exciting,  and  charming  description  of 
the  fight,  the  abandonment,  the  disappointment, 


the  subsequent  return  to  the  fight,  with  a salmon 
which  had  pugnaciously  fought  for  liberty  and 
at  last  stubbornly  fastened  itself  under  a huge 
boulder  from  which  it  could  not  be  dislodged 
without  a dangerous  personal  wrading  on  the  part 
of  a strong  attendant  gillie.  Miss  Falconer  was 
the  angler  who  had  this  fish  in  charge.  The 
account  of  this  incident  will  bear  twice  reading. 

One  memorable  occasion  is  cited  to  record  the 
stalking  of  great  flocks  of  shy,  plump,  tasty 
golden  plover,  five  guns  killing  one  bird  between 
them — one  of  many  failures.  But  there  is  a won- 
drous charm  in  the  book,  in  the  matter  of  sport 
with  a gun,  to  which  no  review  could  do  justice. 
A dog  which  they  had  is  described  as  having 
“ a low-comedy  face,  which  literally  smiles  all 
over,”  and  a bitch  had  “ a high-bred,  refined, 
delicate,  anxious  look,  as  if  she  regarded  life  as 
a very  serious  matter  indeed.”  Duck,  teal, 
widgeon,  geese,  pigeons,  plover,  and  snipe  are 
all  familiar  birds  in  this  region ; but  let  no 
thoughtless  man  venture  there  in  the  belief  that 
sport  is  all  poetry.  Wandering  among  peat-bogs 
is  not  all  honey ; nor,  in  bad  weather,  is  any  of 
the  business  cheery.  There  must,  however,  be 
many  joys  in  boating  along  the  coast,  disturbing 
whole  rocks,  some  caverns,  forest  sides,  &c , of 
their  feathered  occupants. 

The  book  is  well  illustrated,  with  the  advantage, 
for  accuracy,  of  the  original  pictures  having 
been  taken  with  a camera  by  the  author,  thus 
leaving  but  little  licence  in  the  production  of  the 
illustrations,  These  pictures  number  twenty- 
one  : portraits,  land  and  water  scenes,  &c.  Alto- 
gether, this  book  may  be  considered  a very 
valuable  addition  to  sporting  literature.  One 
great  merit  is  that,  apart  from  the  author’s 
ability,  it  has  the  enduring  charm  of  being 
honestly  written — without  brag  or  bounce. 


ROACH  FISHING  WITH  THE  WEED 
ON  THE  THAMES. 


I do  not  think  that  this  style  of  fishing  receives 
the  attention  from  the  general  body  of  anglers 
that  it  deserves.  Possibly  the  reason  for  this 
may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  bank  angler,  and  I believe  that  very 
few  professional  fishermen  on  the  Thames  ever 
attempt  it.  As  the  best  time  of  the  year  for  this 
most  enjoyable  method  of  angling  is  just  about 
to  commence,  a word  on  the  subject  may  not  be 
out  of  place. 

The  rod  should  be  of  the  Nottingham  style 
about  ten  feet  long,  fitted  with  medium-sized 
upright  rings,  and  should  be  fairly  stiff  in  the 
second  joint.  The  rods  made  by  D.  Slater,  of 
Newark,  with  a bottota  joint  of  red  deal,  middle 
joint  of  East  India  cane,  and  lancewood  top,  are 
perfection  for  this  work,  as  they  are  very  light, 
and,  owing  to  the  stiffness  of  the  second  joint, 
strike  quickly,  a matter  of  great  importance  if 
the  float  is  thirty  or  forty  yards  down  stream. 
The  winch  should  be  wooden,  about  S^in.  in 
diameter,  without  a check  ; the  line  plaited  silk, 
jSo.  2,  and  not  less  than  sixty  yards  should  be 
used.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
line  should  float  well,  and  to  accomplish  this  it  is 
as  well  to  grease  the  same  every  day  after  drying. 
A small  cork  on  porcupine  or  swan  quill  float, 
taking  three  or  four  shot,  mounted  on  the  finest 
drawn  gut,  and  a No.  12  crystal  hook,  complete 
the  outfit.  The  weed  used  as  bait  is  easily 
obtained  off  the  steps  or  paddles  oE  the  weirs,  and 
is,  I think,  commonly  known  as  flannel  weed. 
Whether  this  is  the  correct  name  for  it  or  not  I 
cannot  say. 

I have  always  found  that  the  weir  pools  are  the 
best  places  for  roach  when  fishing  in  this  manner, 
and  many  a good  day  have  I had  in  two  or  three 
pet  places,  going  home  with  three  or  four  dozen 
fine  roach,  very  few  of  which  go  under  the  half- 
pound,  and  many  over  the  pound ; I have  caught 
them  as  large  as  two  pounds,  but  never  over, 
the  boat  or  punt,  which  is  an  absolute  necessity, 
is  moored  in  some  part  of  the  weir  pool  where 
there  is  a moderate  stream.  If  near  the  bank, 
and  there  is  a tree  or  so  overhanging  the  water, 
so  much  the  better.  A small  piece  of  weed  is 
secured  on  the  hook  by  twisting  it  round  the 
shank,  and  the  line  dropped  overboard.  The  float 
should  be  allowed  to  travel  between  thirty  and 
forty  yards  down  stream  with  the  bait  four  or 
five  feet  below  it,  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
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swimming  for  chub.  When  tho  bait  is  seized  the 
float  will  disappear  in  a slanting  direction,  and  a 
smart  strike  should  be  given  when  the  tip  of  the 
same  is  under  water,  not  before.  Roach  caught 
in  the  autumn  and  in  this  manner  fight  well, 
especially  if  they  manage  to  get  your  line  into 
the  heavy  water,  as  they  will  do  if  they  can.  The 
landing  net  should  always  be  handy,  as  it  not 
only  prevents  the  strain  on  the  gut  consequent  on 
lifting  the  roach  into  the  boat  on  it,  but  it  may 
be  required  for  a good  sized  chub  before  the  day 
is  out.  A chub  of  two  or  three  pounds  on  drawn 
gut  gives  good  sport,  and  cannot  easily  be 
landed  without  a net. 

Last  year  in  a week’s  fishing  in  September,  a 
friend  and  myself  took  over  130  roach  weighing 
7‘2lb.,  and  five  chub  going  81b.  6oz.  I hope  to  be 
able  to  devote  some  time  to  them  this  autumn, 
and  if  I do  as  well  I shall  be  very  contented,  but, 
like  all  fishing,  it  is  uncertain.  Nemo. 


INTERNATIONAL  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Programme  of  Tournament. 

An  association  which  has  been  working  quietly 
but  effectually  in  the  interests  of  angling,  and 
one  of  whose  objects  is  the  advancement  of  fair 
angling,  a term  not  understood  by  too  many 
fishermen,  is  the  International  Association  of 
Anglers.  This  Association  was  formed  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Canada,  in  August,  1893,  on 
the  occasion  of  a celebration  of  the  tercentenary  of 
Izaak  Walton.  The  Governor- General  of  Canada 
is  one  of  the  honorary  presidents  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
been  invited  to  act  in  a similar  capacity.  The 
objects  of  the  Association,  as  defined  by  its  con- 
stitution, are  the  promotion  of  fisji  and  fishing 
interests  in  international  fresh  waters,  the 
advancement  of  fair  angling,  the  promotion  of 
friendly  relations  between  the  anglers  of  both 
countries,  and  the  holding  of  am  annual  conven- 
tion at  some  point  adjacent  to  international 
waters. 

The  first  annual  convention  will  be  held  this 
year  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  7 and  8,  at 
the  charming  place  of  Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  river.  The 
hotel  accommodation  here  is  excellent,  and  the 
bass  fishing  is  renowned  and  historic.  At  the 
convention  the  reading  of  papers  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  angling  topics  will  find  a prominent 
place. 

The  disabilities  under  which  American  anglers 
labour  when  plying  their  sport  in  Canadian 
waters  will  also  be  considered,  and  action  taken 
toward  the  amelioration  of  existing  regulations. 
As  a number  of  prominent  Canadian  politicians 
are  members  of  the  Executive  of  the  Associa- 
tion, anything  advanced  by  the  American 
members  will  not  fall  on  idle  ears.  A fish 
banquet  in  the  ball-room  of  the  Queen’s  Royal 
Hotel,  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  prepared  by  a chef 
whose  hand  is  very  cunning  in  the  preparation 
of  such  repasts,  will  be  a feature  of  the  con- 
vention. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  programme 
will  be  the  fly-casting  tournament  for  valuable 
prizes,  while  a bait-casting  competition  will  also 
be  held.  It  is  intended  also  to  hold  a sweepstake  of 
professional  fly-casters  at  5 dels,  each  with  50  dols. 
added  by  the  Association,  entries  for  which  close 
on  Sept.  1.  All  information  can  be  obtained  and 
entries  made  to  Charles  Hunter,  Standard  Life 
Assurance  Company,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Programme. 

First  Day. — Friday,  Sept.  7. 

Annual  meeting  and  convention  will  be  opened  at 
11  a.m. 

At  3 p.m.,  Event  No.  1.— Long-digtance  fly-caating, 
amateur  class,  open  to  all  anglers  who  have  a known 
fly-casting  distance  record  of  not  over  85ft.  ; entrance 
fee,  2 dols.  First  prize,  International  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion gold  medal ; second  prize,  handsome  greenheart  trout 
rod. 

Event  No.  2. — Amateur  class  long-distance  fly-casting 
(open  to  all  anglers  who  have  no  known  record  of  over 
70ft.)  ; entrance  fee,  2 dols.  First  prize,  silver  medal 
of  International  Anglers’  Association  ; second  prize, 
specially  made  handsome  greenheart  trout  rod. 

Event  No.  3. — Amateur  class  fly-casting,  distance  and 
accuracy  combined  ; entrance  fee,  2 dols. 

At  7.30  p.m.,  first  annual  banquet  of  Association  in 
ball-room  of  Queen’s  Royal  Hotel.  Fish  dinner. 


Saturday,  Sept.  8. 

Meeting  of  Association  (continue!)  at  11  a.m. 

At  3 p.m.,  Event  No.  4.— Expert  class  long-distanoo 
fly-casting  (open  to  all)  sweepstakes  ; entrance,  10  dols. 
each,  to  be  divided  75  per  cent,  to  first,  25  per  cent,  to 
second,  third  to  save  his  entrance  ; winner  to  receive 
gold  medal  emblematic  of  International  Association 
championship. 

Event  No.  5.— Bait  casting  competition  for  distance 
and  accuracy,  single-handed  casts,  weight  cast  ^oz., 
weights  furnished  by  tournament  committee.  Each  con- 
testant shall  have  five  casts,  two  trial  casts  being  first 
allowed.  First  prize  will  be  awarded  to  contestant 
obtaining  best  average  of  five  casts.  The  second  prize 
will  be  awarded  for  longest  single  distance  cast.  En- 
trance, 2 dols. 

CONDITIONS  OP  PLY-CASTING  CONTESTS. 

All  casting  shall  be  Bingle-handed.  Rods  over  lift,  in 
length  or  lOoz.  in  weight  barred.  Two  flies  only,  of  a 
size  not  larger  than  No.  5,  allowed.  Leaders  not  longer 
than  9ft.  and  not  less  than  6ft.  of  single  gut.  Knotting 
of  lines  or  any  other  device  to  lend  weight  to  cast  pro- 
hibited. Seven  minutes  allowed  each  contestant.  No 
cast  to  count  when  stretcher  fly  is  missing.  No  time 
allowancs  to  replace  fly.  The  casting  will  be  on  the 
river  front,  from  a platform  extending  into  the  water 
along  a line  of  buoys  parallel  to  the  shore. 

In  all  contests  four  entries  shall  be  a minimum. 
Three  judges  will  be  appointed,  and  their  decision  shall 
be  final  in  all  cases.  Forest  and  Stream  rules  shall 
govern  contests  in  all  cases  not  herein  provided  for. 

The  Queen’s  Royal  Hotel  will  give  aDglers  reduced 
rates  of  2 dols.  50  cents  per  day.  Excursion  rates  can 
be  obtained  by  those  living  at  a distance  to  Niagara 
Falls,  from  which  Niagara-on-the-Lake  can  be  reached 
by  halt  an  hour’s  picturesque  journey.  The  bass  fishing 
at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  is  excellent,  and  the  fish  are 
renowned  for  their  size  and  gameness. 

The  secretary  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  anglers  who 
intend  to  be  present.  Entries  close  Sept.  1,  1S94. 

Charles  Hunter,  Sec. 
— From  Forest  and  Stream. 


THE  “ NORFOLK  ” ADJUSTABLE 
LEAD. 

(Patent  No.  5942.) 


This  lead  bas  been  designed  by  tbe  inventor, 
who  bas  bad  a practical  experience  of  the  trade 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  to  supply  a want 
which  bas  been  keenly  felt  by  anglers  for  a con- 
siderable period.  The  accompanying  engravings 
clearly  convey  the  idea,  bat  for  the  benefit 


front.  back. 


of  those  who  cannot  readily  grasp  the  same, 
the  following  instructions  will  prove  an  advan- 
tage : 

“Take  the  lead  in  the  left  hand,  and  the  line 
in  the  right,  placing  the  line  along  the  longi- 
tudinal slot,  put  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand  on 
the  extreme  end  of  the  slot,  wind  the  line  twice 
round  the  right  angle  slot,  bringing  it  through 


the  continued  longitudinal  slot  at  the  end,  reverse 
the  lead  and  repeat  the  operation.  In  this  form 
it  can  be  ascertained  if  the  lead  is  adaptable  for 
the  bait  and  current. 

“ To  use  the  lead  as  an  ordinary  barrel  lead, 
take  it  as  before  and  follow  the  slots  with  the 
line,  then  close  up  the  two  ends  ; it  then  acts  as 
an  ordinary  barrel  lead,  cot  obstructing  the  check 
of  the  line  in  any  manner. 

“ In  addition  to  the  lead  being  adjustable — it 
can  be  changed  in  a moment — it  is  made  in  a 
variety  of  sizes,  and  possesses  the  advantage  of 
having  the  weight  concentrated  in  the  one  lead 
instead  of  the  old-fashioned  manner  of  having  to 
place  one,  two,  or  more  leads  upon  the  line  when 
too  light,  or  removing  the  leads  when  too  heavy ; 
the  line  can  be  more  readily  thrown  out.” 

The  “Norfolk”  adjustable  leads  are  certainly 
very  ingenious  contrivances,and,  like  the  majority 
of  inventions  placed  upon  the  market  by  that 
enterprising  firm  of  tackle  makers,  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  and  Co.,  of  Rsdditch,  they  bid  fair  to  be 
very  largely  used. 


“ The  Merionethshire  Angler  ” : a Reliable 
Guide  to  Lake,  River,  and  Brook  Fishing  ; being 
a description  of  the  best  places  to  go,  and 
hints  on  how  to  successfully  lure  the  fish  of 
stream  and  tarn  (price  threepence),  is  a smart 
little  work,  published  by  Owen  Jones,  Bar- 
mouth. The  art  of  “ condensation”  was  never 
more  in  evidence  than  in  this  “ Reliable  Guide.” 
Visitors  to  Merionethshire — especially  lovers  of 
the  rod— should  certainly  possess  it,  for  it  is 
full  of  useful  information,  and  describes  the 
kind  of  sport  to  be  obtained  in  the  lakes,  rivers, 
and  brooks  of  this  most  delightful  county.  After 
descanting  on  the  beauties  of  Welsh  scenery,  the 
lake  fishing,  and  the  best  flies  to  use,  the  writer 
says : 

There  are  so  many  lakes  more  or  less  deserving  of 
the  angler’s  attention  that  it  would  require  more  space 
than  can  be  devoted  to  this  article  adequately  to  de- 
scribe them,  therefore  it  will  be  best  to  only  mention 
those  most  worthy  of  a visit,  and  of  these  the  easiest 
of  access  from  Barmouth  are  the  Arthog  lakes.  Llyns 
Creigenen,  a larger  and  smaller,  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  hotel,  between  Pared-y-Cefnbir  and  the  Towyn 
Old  Road,  and  well  stocked  with  fish.  During  the  last 
few  years,  Mr.  Hornby  has  introduced  some  thousands 
of  Loch  Levens  which  must  at  least  have  improved  the 
food  supply  of  the  original  inhabitants  if  nothing 
further.  There  are  several  boats  on  these  lakes  (of 
which  perhaps  the  smaller  holds  the  best  fish),  and 
tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Arthog  Hall  Hotel.  Mr. 
Hornby  has  recently  added  a third  lake,  Llyn  Cyri, 
about  two  miles  farther  up  tbe  mountain  in  an  elbow  of 
Craig  Llwyd.  This  lake  contains  very  fine  fish,  scaling 
up  to  21b.,  aud  probably  much  larger  remain  in  its 
depths.  The  writer  once  saw  » very  pretty  basket  of 
twenty-three,  not  one  of  which  was  under  ilb.,  all 
taken  on  tho  artificial  fly— wading.  Llyns  Cwmmynach 
and  Ubi— the  latter  an  especially  fine  tarn  containing 
char — were  formerly  open  to  the  public,  but  are  now 
strictly  preserved,  as  well  as  the  C ami  an  and  Borth 
Brooks ; tbe  latter,  however,  the  lessee  generously 
devotes  to  the  public  by  tickets  obtainable  at  the 
Cors-y-Gedol  Hotel,  and  for  which  no  charge  is  made. 
Best  way  of  getting  on  the  water  is  by  rail  to  Penmaen- 
pool  station,  opposite  which  the  brook  joins  the  estuary. 
The  next  in  point  of  accessibility  are  Llyns  Irddyn, 
Bodlyn,  and  Dulvn,  called  the. Cors-y-Gedol  lakes,  lying 
north  and  west  of  Dyphwya  and  Llawllech,  and  which 
are  the  source  of  the  Barmouth  water  supply.  The 
fishing,  however,  belongs  to  W.  Ansell,  Esq.,  Cors-y- 
Gedol,  Dyffryn,  so  tbe  ordinary  visitor  who  wishes  to 
visit  them,  may  leave  his  rod  at  his  hotel  or  lodging^. 
Next  may  be  mentioned  the  group  of  Llanbedr  lakes, 
chief  of  which  in  point  of  size  is  Cwm  Bychan,  a fine 
lake  of  I mile  long  by  I broad. 

We  have  quoted  sufficient  to  show  the  nature 
of  the  inforination  to  be  gleaned  from  this 
“ Guide,”  and  cordially  recommend  it  to  our 
readers.  Of  course  the  basket  of  twenty-three 
trout,  all  over  Mb  > must  not  be  taken  as  an 
average  basket ! 

Worth  Noting — An  Hotel  with  Good  Fish- 
ing on  the  Teme. — Mr.  Hardeman,  of  tho  Swan 
Hotel,  Tenbury,  on  the  Teme,  deserves  the 
patronage  of  trout  and  grayling  anglers  by 
reason  of  his  very  moderate  charges  and  his 
constant  endeavour  to  get  more  water  for  his 
visitors  to  fish  in.  He  has  recently  rented  in 
addition  to  what  he  had  before,  about  three 
miles  of  the  Ledwyche,  and  three  miles  more 
of  the  Teme.  There  is  also  the  long  stretch  of 
association  water  below  the  town,  which  can 
be  fished  for  2s.  6d.  a day.  Mr.  Hardeman’s 
hotel  is  most  comfortable,  and  he  only  charges 
£2  2°.  a week,  or  7s.  a day,  for  board  and  lodgipg. 
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victim  to  the 
as  an  ancient 
distinguished 
than  for  the 


WHEN  PISIHNG  WAS  DIFFICULT. 

PftlMiTn  is  man  was  a fisherman.  He  varied 
his  diet  of  roots  and  berries  by  regaling  himself 
upon  the  produce  of  tho  wators,  just  as  lie  has 
done  in  the  ages  which  followod.  Perhaps  tho 
finny  tribo  thus  became  an  early 
assaults  of  man  for  that  reason, 
writer  explains  that  “ fish,  being 

more  lor  tho  size  of  their  heads  

amount  of  brains  lodged  in  them,  they  afforded 
a much  easier  capture  than  cither  boast  or  bird.” 
But  this  theory  will  not  bo  accepted  by  tho  modern 
sportsman,  lie  will  probably  loan  toward  tho 
mere  plausible  one  that  fish  abounded  in  greater 
numbers,  and  tho  devices  for  taking  them  were 
more  easily  manufactured  out  of  the  materials 
which  the  early  inhabitant  of  this  earth  had  at 
command  than  for  the  snaring  of  any  other  game. 

The  stone  age  gives  the  first  evidences  of  these 
devices,  or  rather  device,  as  they  had  but  a single 
one,  the  hook  and  line.  Of  the  latter  little  is 
known  that  can  be  relied  upon  as  authentic,  says 
the  Ohicago  Tribune.  It  may  have  been  made  of 
hair,  the  inside  bark  of  a tree,  seagrass,  or  even 
of  fish  skin ; but,  in  any  event,  it  was  the  least  of 
the  obstacles  with  which  he  had 
to  contend.  It  was  making  the 
hook  that  presented  the  difficul- 
ties. Flint  was  the  only  avail- 
able material,  and  at  best  they 
were  ill-shaped,  bulky,  and  with- 
out a barb  to  hold  the  fish  in 
place  when  once  caught,  and  yet 
they  must  have  cost  infinite 
labour  to  form  them  as  well  as 
they  were.  In  most  instances 
the  curved  pieces  of  stone  were 
lashed  to  a stick  of  wood  which 
made  the  angle  more  pronounced 
and  formed  a good  shank  for 
fastening  the  line,  though  a few 
specimens  have  been  found 
made  entirely  of  stone,  and  so 
shaped  that  they  might  easily 
be  mistaken  for  arrow  - beads 
were  it  not  for  the  small  hole  at 
one  end  through  which  the  line 
could  be  passed. 

No  one  knows  how  many 
centuries  lapsed  before  bone, 
ivory,  and  the  shell  of  the  turtle 
supplanted  the  flint  for  the 
manufacture  of  fish-hooks.  With 
these  new  materials,  however, 
there  was  a slight  improvement. 

The  size  was  reduced  and  the 
barb  appeared  on  a few  of  them, 
though  confined  mostly  to  those 
made  from  shell,  and,  except  in 
the  large  hooks  made  for  sea- 
fishing, they  were  all  one  piece. 

In  some  places  in  Arctic 
North  America  the  natives  still 
use  bone  for  their  hooks.  One 
kind  is  known  as  the  polybarb 
hook,  and  consists  of  a central 
shank,  around  the  base  of  which 
is  lashed  a number  of  sharp- 
pointed  bone  spikes,  like  a miniature  grap- 
pling anchor.  This  hook  is  used  for  fishing 
through  holes  in  the  ice,  and  for  that  purpose 
it  is  covered  with  blubber  and  weighted  with 
a rather  heavy  sinker.  In  speaking  of  bone 
hooks  there  is  a peculiar  superstition  among  the 
people  on  the  island  of  Santa  Cruz,  in  accordance 
with  which  they  make  their  snares  out  of  the 
thigh  bone  of  deceased  fishermen  and  use  them  in 
preference  to  the  modern  steel  hook.  This,  they 
believe,  never  fails  to  bring  them  luck  and  a good 
catch  where  the  iron  hook  fails,  and  few,  if  any, 
of  the  fishermen  but  are  supplied  with  a part  of 
the  thigh  bone  of  a brother  who  has  gone  before. 

It  was  not  until  the  bronze  age  that  anything 
like  a perfect  hook  was  produced.  Then  the  barb 
made  its  appearance  in  earnest  and  the  whole 
thing  was  reduced  in  size  so  that  it  might  be 
baited  with  angling  worms  or  minnows,  while 
some  of  them  had  a well  turned  eye  for  fastening 
to  the  line.  K 

bp  to  the  time  of  the  Romans  the  taking  of 
fish  was  from  absolute  necessity  rather  than  for 
diversion’s  sake.  It  remained  for  this  people, 
who  were  civilised  beyond  the  rest  of  the  world’ 
to  become  enthusiastic  sportsmen,  and  invent 


many  now  devices  to  enhance  tho  pastime.  Fly 
fishing  was  originated  by  them,  and  is  not, 
as  is  generally  believed,  a modern  snare  for 
taking  fish.  This  paragraph,  quoted  from  a work 
on  early  inventions,  showed  that  this  method  of 
angling  at  that  time  corresponded  with  our  own  : 
“ They  discovered  that  flies  are  the  prey  of  a 
certain  speckled  fish,  which  no  sooner  sees  them 
sitting  on  tho  water  than  they  glide  quietly 
boneath,  and  before  the  insect  is  aware,  snap  at 
and  carry  it  as  suddenly  under  the  stream  as  an 
eaglo  will  seize  and  bear  aloft  a goose  from  a 
farmyard.  This,  however,  has  not  induced  the 
angler  to  attempt  their  capture  by  impaling  tho 
living  insect,  which  is  of  so  delicate  a nature  that 
the  least  handling  would  spoil  the  colour  and 
appearance  and  render  it  unfit  as  a lure,  but 
adopts  in  the  sport  have  contrived  a taking  device 
to  circumvent  them ; for  which  purpose  they 
invest  the  body  of  the  hook  with  purple  wool,  and, 
having  ad  justed  two  wings  of  waxen  colour,  they 
drop  these  cheats  gently  down  the  stream.  The 
scaly  pursuers,  who  hastily  rise  and  expect 
nothing  less  than  a dainty  bite,  snap  the  decoy, 
and  are  immediately  fixed  to  the  hook.”  As  they 
had  neither  fly  rods,  fly  lines,  gaff  hooks,  nor 


where  ho  casteth  forth  a bait  for  the  fish ; but 
the  fish  is  so  crafty  and  wary  that  he  suspecteth 
that  it  is  a means  to  surprise  him.  He  feareth, 
therefore,  and  distresseth,  until  at  length,  after 
much  practice  and  often  using  this  device  of 
flinging  meat  into  the  same  place,  one  above  the 
rest  growetli  so  bold  as  to  bite  at  it.  The  fisher 
takes  good  mark  of  this  one  fish,  making  sure 
reckoning  that  he  will  bring  more  thither.  At 
length  this  hardy  captain  fish  meets  with  others, 
and  every  day  ho  cometh  better  accompanied 
until  at  the  end  he  bringeth  with  him  infinite 
troops.  Then  tho  fisher,  putting  forth  a hook 
with  a bait,  with  a quick  and  nimble  hand 
whippeth  them  out  of  the  water,  and  giveth  them 
one  after  another  to  his  companion  in  the  ship, 
who  latchoth  them  in  a coarse  covering  that 
keepeth  them  from  squeaking,  that  they  should 
not  drive  the  rest  away.  The  special  thing  to 
avoid  is  taking  the  captain  who  brought  his 
fellows  to  the  feast,  and,  therefore,  the  fisher 
takes  great  pains  to  spare  him  that  he  may  go  to 
some  other  flock  and  train  them.” 

At  some  time  during  the  reign  of  the  bone  fish- 
hook, harpoons  and  nets  made  their  appearance, 
both  devised  for  increasing  the  catch  and  lighten- 
ing the  labours  of  the  fisherman. 
The  nets  were  made  from  the 
inside  bark  of  the  palm  trees, 
and,  incredible  as  it  may  seem, 
some  of  them  were  as  much  as 
a quarter  of  a mile  in  length. 

All  these  are  things  with 
which  the  modern  sportsman 
does  not  have  to  contend.  In 
this  day  he  likes  to  fish  with 
his  brains  as  well  as  his  hands, 
and  is  constantly  devising  new 
snares;  but,  for  all  that,  the 
man  who  goes  out  in  the  morn- 
ing with  his  fishing-book  and 
bead  both  filled  with  subtleties 
and  rare  devices  to  ensure 
success,  and  casts  until  his 
arms  are  ready  to  break  without 
making  a strike,  while  not  ten 
feet  away  a seedy-looking  indi- 
vidual with  a piece  of  green 
carpet  chain  attached  to  a 
crooked  birch  stick  keeps  pull- 
ing them  out  with  aggravating 
regularity,  is  apt  to  have  some 
respect  for  the  primitive 
methods  of  fishing. — From  the 
Chicago  Sportsmen’s  Review. 


A HOOK  MADE  OP  HUMAN  BONES. 


^cofcl)  glofes. 

By  Mac. 

On  Dee,  Don,  and  Deveron  the 
“first  blood”  of  the  autumn  rod 
season  was  drawn  early  this 
week.  The  water  is  reported  a 
tip-top  angling  size,  but  the 
prospects  of  immediate  good 
sport  are  not  so  blight,  owing  to 
a comparative  scarcity  of  fish  in 
the  inshore  waters. 


landing  nets  the  capture  of  a fish  of  any  size 
must  have  required  delicate  manipulation,  and  the 
difficulty  of  effecting  a safe  landing  have  greatly 
transcended  our  own. 

The  ancients  had  unbounded  faith  in  fish  pastes 
composed  of  ingredients  having  a strong  scent, 
and  used  them  extensively.  These  pastes  were  of 
two  classes,  poisonous  and  intoxicating.  One  of 
the  former,  called  the  “ earth’s  poison,”  was  a 
combination  of  lime  and  several  other  ingredients, 
and  was  thrown  in  little  pellets  into  me  water, 
when,  as  soon  as  the  fish  swallowed  even  the 
smallest  particle,  he  floated  to  the  top  dead.  The 
lime  was,  without  doubt,  the  occasion  of  the 
death,  as  it  is  well  known  that  even  small  quanti- 
ties of  this  substance  when  thrown  into  a pond 
will  speedily  destroy  the  fish  without  injuring 
them  as  food.  Another  method  of  taking  fish  is 
described  in  a translation  of  Pliny’s  works  by 
Holland  in  1665,  though  the  practice  is  not  likely 
to  become  a popular  one  in  this  day  of  reels,  silk 
lines,  and  gaudy  flies. 

“ When  the  timo  serveth  there  goeth  forth  a 
fisher  in  a small  boat  or  barge  for  certain  days 
together,  clad  always  in  apparel  of  one  and  the 
same  colour,  at  one  hour  and  to  the  same  placo, 


Netherdale,  on  the  Deveron,  with  its  fine 
mansion-house,  capital  low  ground  shooting,  and 
wonderfully  fine  trouting  and  autumn  salmon 
fishing,  is,  I hear,  likely  to  be  in  the  market  to 
j let  for  next  year.  

Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness,  writes  : 
“ Colonel  Butler,  who  has  gone  south,  after  a stay 
of  three  weeks  at  the  fishing,  had  capital  sport 
during  his  four  last  days  on  the  Kyle,  getting  an 
average  of  thirteen  sea  trout  daily.  Other  anglers 
out  on  the  lochs  fishing  for  brown  have  got  excel- 
lent baskets.  The  weather  just  now  is  too  bright 
for  good  sport  with  grilse  and  sea  trout  being  got 
on  the  tidal  pools  of  the  River  Dionard  and  Loch 
Seahan.” 

A Huntly  friend  writes  regarding  tho  miles  of 
free  fishing  on  the  Deveron:  “We  are  now  at 
the  end  of  August,  and  the  month  has  certainly 
kept  to  its  old  character  in  regard  to  salmon 
angling.  We  have  had  lots  of  spates  and  some 
fine  waters  for  fly-fishing,  but  tho  fish  have  beon 
exceeding  stiff  to  rise.  However,  quito  latoly 
some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  obbainod.  Tho 
other  day  an  adept  at  Class  had  fine  sport,  repre- 
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sented,  in  addition  to  losing  a salmon  or  two,  by 
twenty-six  trout  (six  of  which  weighed  121b  ) and 
two  salmon.  Other  catches  of  trout  were  thirty- 
one,  151b. ; twenty-seven,  141b. ; and  twenty-four, 
121b.  Within  the  week  several  grilse  were  got, 
and  a beauty  of  a trout  3f  lb.  For  a week’s  fishing 
a London  gentleman  had  a lot  of  grand  trout  and 
two  grilse.  A local  was  out  fishing  the  minnow, 
and  on  returning  home  he  told  his  boy  of  eleven 
years  to  take  it  off  in  case  the  cat  might  go  for 
it.  The  lad  knew  better — he  went  straight  to 
the  river  with  the  rod  and  the  minnow  and  took  a 
salmon  of  81b.” 


At  the  time  of  writing,  Esk,  Annan,  and  other 
Solway  rivers  were  in  a low  state.  For  several 
days  the  sport  on  them  with  herling  and  sea 
trout  had  not  proved  very  bright,  bub  salmon 
had  begun  to  run  with  some  keenness,  and 
accordingly  the  expectation  of  the  locals  was 
that  good  sport  with  the  big  fish  would  not  be 
long  delayed.  


The  Ythan  tidal  is  beginning  to  fish  better  for 
sea  trout.  It  ceases  to  be  netted  on  10th  curt., 
and  for  a month  onward  from  that  date  the 
sport  on  it  is  at  its  height. 

The  closing  days  of  the  sea  netting  gave  proof 
of  a greater  strength  of  salmon  and  grilse  gather- 
ing in  the  inshore  waters  of  the  rivers  North  and 
South  Esks  districts. 

The  Duke  or  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  his 
large  Gordon  Castle  party  have  already  begun 
to  have  first-class  sport  with  salmon  on  his 
Grace’s  miles  of  the  River  Spey  up  from 
Fochabers.  For  yield  of  fine  back-end  salmon  to 
the  rod  the  Gordon  Castle  Spey  fishery  for  the 
space  of  about  six  weeks  has  no  peer,  not  even  a 
close-running  rival,  in  any  other  Scotch  fishery. 
For  little  over  a month’s  fishing,  between  1100 
and  1200  fish  have  been  caught  on  it  by  the  rod. 
Almost  every  autumn  one  or  other  of  the  anglers 
gets  a salmon  of  501b.,  or  close  upon  501b , 
weight. 


The  good  angling  results  in  a number  of 
instances  already  obtained  confirms  the  fact — 
apart  from  what  is  apparent  in  the  now  clearer 
and  more  settled  state  of  the  water — that  since  the 
nets  went  off  the  finnocks  have  not  been  slack  in 
running  into  the  tideways  and  lower  fresh-water 
reaches  of  a number  of  the  East  Coast  rivers.  At 
present  weather  and  water  both  are  right,  and  if 
they  keep  right  sport  ought  to  improve  for  several 
weeks  to  come. 


Spout  on  the  charming  Loch  Brora — which  for 
some  time  past  has  been  creditable — shows  an 
improving  tendency.  With  the  nets  now  off  the 
river  it  will  no  doubt,  under  favourable  condi- 
tions, brisken  up  quite  a lot. 


Last  week  Lord  Churston  and  others  had 
several  good  takes  of  salmon  from  the  Thurso. 


Sport  on  the  Shin  was  fairly  encouraging,  and 
on  the  Berriedale  good  from  ten  days  past  until 
a few  days  ago.  

Bait  fishing  on  the  lower  and  middle  waters  of 
the  Border  Esk  ends  this  week,  but  on  the  upper 
reaches  it  continues  for  another  month. 


On  Tuesday  night  a public  meeting  was  called 
in  the  town  of  Elgin,  the  capital  of  Moray,  for 
the  purpose  of  sympathising  with  Mr.  Smith, 
Bishopmill,  who  was  prosecuted  by  Capt.  Dunbar 
Brander,  of  Pitgaveny,  for  fishing  in  the  Lossie 
on  Friday  of  last  week.  Sheriff  Rampini  reserved 
his  judgment  until  the  production  of  titles  had 
been  made.  Mr.  Norris,  chairman  of  the  meet- 
ing, held  that  Brander  had  only  a sporting  right 
of  the  Lossie  (from  Lord  Moray,  the  proprietor), 
for  which  he  paid  £1.  This,  he  held,  did  not 
■debar  Elgin  people  from  fishing  as  they  did,  and 
as  he  held  they  had  done  without  interference  for 
a long  time.  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Mr.  Grant,  and  Mr. 
Walker,  retired  banker,  also  spoke.  Ultimately 
a committee  was  appointed  to  watch  over  the 
case,  and  if  the  sheriff’s  decision  was  adverse,  to 
collect  subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an 
appeal.  Considerable  feeling  was  displayed,  and 


Cipt.  Dunbar  Bninder's  action  was  forcibly  con- 
demned. The  Lossie  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
little  sea  trout  and  finnock  streams  in  the  whole 
of  Scotland  ; it  yields  famous  sport,  and  the  heist 
of  its  season  is  noiv  and  for  some  weeks  to  coma. 


The  following,  headed  “ Costly  Sunday  Fish- 
ing,” is  going  the  round  of  the  Scotch  news- 
papers: On  a recent,  Sundav  two  gentlemen 

were  caught  fishing  on  Loch  Broom,  which  is  the 
private  property  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Athol 
and  Mr.  Butler  of  Faskally.  The  fishing  on  the 
loch  is  preserved,  and  the  offence  in  the  present 
case  was  aggravated  by  the  fact  of  its  having 
been  committed  on  a Sunday.  The  proprietors  at 
once  threatened  proceedings  against  the  offenders, 
who  offered  an  apology;  but,  wishing  to  mark 
their  sense  of  the  conduct  of  the  offenders,  not 
only  in  fishing  on  the  loch,  which  is  well  known 
to  be  preserved,  but  in  doing  so  on  a Sunday, 
they  declined  to  stop  proceedings  until  the 
offenders  paid  £5  to  the  Perth  Infirmary  hy  way 
of  a fine,  and  £3  3s.  of  expenses.  These  sums 
have  now  been  paid,  along  with  a suitable  letter 
of  apology,  and  undertaking  never  to  fish  Lech 
Broom  again.  


I observe  in  the  Aberdeen  Free  Pre  s that  last  j 
Sunday  night  the  leaders  of  two  salmon  bag  nets  j 
were  found  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Broom,  Ross-  ' 
shire,  contrary  to  the  close  time  regulations,  j 
Messrs.  Powrie  & Company,  the  owners  of  the  I 
nets,  have  expressed  their  regret  at  the  infringe-  j 
ment,  and  made  a donation  to  the  local  Nursing  j 
Association  by  way  of  a penalty.  That's  a most  \ 
charming  way  to  get  out  of  it. 

i 

I hear  it  reported  that  the  Loch  of  Park,  j 
Aberdeenshire,  burst  last  week,  and  that  many  of  | 
its  pike  and  perch  escaped  into  the  Dee.  If  this  J 
is  so,  then,  with  all  spped,  Duncan,  the  water  i 
baillie,  will  have  to  be  after  them. 


There  was  much  exaggeration,  I am  informed,  j 
in  the  report  anent  the  recent  poisoning  of  fish  in 
the  Don  by  mill  refuse.  The  County  Council  have 
on  the  tapis  a big  scheme  for  preventing  the  ! 
pollution  of  this  fine  river’s  lower  lengths,  which  i 
arebesetwith  manufacturies,  and  receive  undiluted  ! 
the  sewage  of  several  villages  and  two  large 
portions  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen. 


On  Saturday,  the  day  the  nets  went  off,  I went 
out  to  try  for  finnock  on  a fresh- water  lowir 
length  of  one  of  the  crack  late  season  rivers  of 
the  east,  and,  to  my  suprise,  succeeded  rather 
well,  considering  that  the  nets  had  ceased  work- 
ing only  a couple  of  hours  before.  The  water 
was  a fine  height — a trifle  brown,  and  the  fish  I 
got  were  beauties.  I tried  a number  of  flies,  and 
eventually  came  to  stick  by  three — Golden  Wasp, 
Watson’s  Fancy,  and  Lord  Saltoun,  which  in  the 
order  named  were  the  most  deadly. 


I hear  from  Mr.  Keith  Knowles,  of  the 
Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell,  that  rarely  have 
the  prospects  of  autumn  salmon  angling  on  ihe 
North  Esk  been  so  bright  thus  early.  “ The 
river,”  he  says,  “ is  a splendid  size  to  let  fish  run, 
and  I expect  them  unusually  early  up  in  my 
fishery  in  good  numbers  if  a dry  tract  of  weather 
does  not  immediately  set  in.  I have  plenty  of 
shooting — pheasants,  hares,  rabbits,  partridges, 
over  1100  acres.  I have  nursed  it,  and  therefore 
think  it  will  be  better  than  last  year,  when  the 
daily  average  was  five  to  thirteen  brace,  three  to 
six  hares,  and  a lot  of  rabbits  besides.” 


On  the  9 th  curt,  the  netting  season  for  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  the  Western  Isles  generally, 
the  Ythan,  Ugie.  Urr,  Fleet  (Sutherland).  Fleet 
(Kircudbright),  Bervie,  Garriock.  Girvan,  Irvine, 
Luce,  Nith,  &c.,  closes  for  the  year.  The  Tweed 
does  not  close  until  the  14th  curt. ; why — from  a 
common  sense  point  of  view — no  one  seems  to 
know. 


On  the  Tay,  which  for  some  time  past  has 
run  in  nice  fishing  size,  a.  capital  beginning  has 
been  got  with  the  autumn  salmon  angling. 
Anglers,  accordingly,  are  immensely  pleased. 
The  results  of  the  early  days  of  the  back-end 
have  proved  as  unlike  those  of  last  year  as  could 
be,  and,  what  is  more,  all  are  agreed  that  the 
prospects  are  of  the  brightest. 

Another  stiff  week  on  Loch  Leven  falls  to 
be  reported.  Clearly  the  trout  are  not  well  on 
the  hop  The  first  prizeman  in  the  competition 
of  the  famous  West  of  Scotland  Club  only  caught 
four  trout.  


Since  some  tenor  twelve  days  past  the  angling 
— especially  for  grilse — on  the  River  Ness  has 
proved  a great  success.  Lots  of  the  local  crack 
hands  are  in  high  feather,  few  of  them  having 
ever  before  been  able  to  place  such  doings  to 
their  credit. 


Last  Saturday  a gentleman,  fishing  Loch 
Lomond  from  lnversnaid  Hotel,  got  two  tine  loch 
trout — 7|lb.  and  10|lb.  Other  trout  of  heavy 
weight  were  got  during  the  week,  and  a fair 
number  of  sea  trout  were  also  caught. 


The  Helmsdale  was  in  fine  ply  last  week,  and 
though  its  season  is  virtually  past — most  of  the 
fish  having  got  quite  brown — some  of  the  rods 
had  big  takes,  one  of  them  getting  nine  fish 
(salmon  and  grilse)  in  one  day. 

Very  good  trout  and  sea  fishing,  and  tolerable 
sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  on  Kirkaig  river, 
were  had  by  Loch  Inver  Hotel  visitors  last  week. 
For  four  days  of  river  fi  -hing  three  salmon  and  six 
grilse  were  got.  

Owing  to  the  water  being  in  fine  ply,  fishing 
both  with  fly  and  worm  was  particularly  good  last 
week  on  Tweed  and  tributaries,  Teviot,  Till,  and 
Jed. 


On  the  Earn  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  has 
begun  well,  and  already  some  good  baskets  of  sea 
trout  have  been  got  by  different  rods. 


Overscaig  Hotel  anglers  have  lately  had  good 
takes,  and  lots  of  very  pretty  trout  from  the 
lochs  of  the  district  at  the  west  end  of  Loch  Shin. 


The  small  rivers  of  the  east  coast  of  Caithness 
have  been  fishing  very  well  lately.  The  run  of 
sea  trout  in  them  is  “ on  ” at  present. 

Several  noteworthy  baskets  of  trout  and  a 
good  number  of  trout  ( fariu ),  running  from  21b. 
to  41b  , have,  I am  informed,  been  taken  from  the 
River  Stinchar,  Ayrshire,  quite  recently. 

My  hotelier  friend,  of  Frozenhard,  in  Suther- 
landshire  was  last  week  very  well  patronised  by 
anglers,  who  got  some  very  decent  sport  with  the 
pink- fleshed,  highly-gamesome  trout  of  the  neigh- 
bouring lochs.  A present  it  hard- ly  is  frozen  even 
up  there,  so  I conjecture  from  the  trout  taking  so 
well.  


The  netting  in,  and  in  connection  with,  an 
important  batch  of  Scotch  salmon  fisheries  repre- 
senting most  of  the  largest  and  most  productive 
rivers,  including  Forth,  Tay,  Dee.  Don,  Deveron, 
Spey,  Findhorn,  Ness,  Beauly,  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land rivers,  Helmsdale,  Thurso,  Na.ver,  &c., 
closed  for  the  year  on  Saturday  last.  Generally 
the  fishing  has  not  been  found  to  prove  remune- 
rative up  to  the  usual  standard. 


The  netting  season  of  the  rivers  North  and 
South  Esk,  as  also  of  the  rivers  of  Loch  Fvne 
and  the  south-west  of  Argyll  and  the  Island  of 
Bute,  closed  yesterday,  31st  ult.  Severally  these 
fishings  have  scarcely  fished  up  to  the  average  of 
late  years. 


Anglers  on  Loch  Stennis,  Loch  Twatt,  and 
Birsay  Loch,  Orkney,  are  getting  good  sport  on 
the  whole. 


I have  just  heard  from  some  angling  friends 
fresh  returned  from  Shetland  that  on  several 
days  last  week  they  were  pulling  grand  thumpers 
of  sea  trout  out  of  the  voes  in  rattling  quick  style, 
getting  at  times  a rise  at  a fish  at  every  cast. 
They  report  that  others  they  came  across  had 
done  equally  well.  

The  Mackintosh  writes : “ Still  on  holidays 
hent,  but  this  time  1 write  from  Skye,  as 
complete  a change  as  one  can  imagine  from  the 
banks  of  the  Spey.  As  my  time  was  spent  in 
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walking  tours  throughout  tho  island,  I need  not 
trouble  you  with  my  experiences.  A friend  of 
mine  writes  mo  verifying  the  statement  in  tho 
local  papers  as  to  the  60-pounder  landed  abovo 
tho  bridge  at  Kochabors  last  week  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  (Jordon’s  fishermen.  It  is  said 
to  be  ono  of  tho  largest,  if  not  tho  largest,  ever 
taken  from  the  Spoy.  Its  length  was  4ft.  4£in. ; 
girth  about  the  shoulders,  2ft.  I Jin. ; and 
measured  just  above  the  tail  about  lOin.  round. 
The  monster  was  seen  by  many  in  tho  district 
boforo  its  despatch  tho  same  afternoon  to 
Billingsgate,  whore,  at  the  current  price,  it 
would  realise  over  three  guineas.  It  was  a 
fitting  close  to  the  net  fishing,  which  came  to 
an  end  on  this  day  week.  This  fishing,  which 
proved  almost  a failure  at  the  opening  of 
the  season,  had  vastly  improved,  especially 
during  the  recent  rains,  so  that  prospects  look 
brighter  for  the  rod  fishing.” 


I hear  that:  “Notwithstanding  rather  un- 
favourable weather,  very  fair  fishing  is  being  had 
on  Loch  Stack,  at  Achfory,  Sutherlandshire. 
Dr.  Dobie  and  his  friends  have  been  able  to 
secure  an  average  of  over  241b.  weight  of  sea 
trout  daily,  besides  an  occasional  grilse  on  the 
Laxford. 


“ There  is  rather  a feeling  of  disappointment 
expressed  by  some  anglers  returning  from  Shet- 
land this  season.  They  say  that  the  sea  trout 
fishing  there  has  been  very  poor  this  year  in 
comparison  to  former  years.  This  may  be  owing 
to  the  great  industry  among  the  native  netsmen 
and  otterers,  as  indicated  in  the  Gazette  of  last 
week.  Anyhow,  it  would  be  a pity  if  the  splendid 
angling  of  Thule  should  be  allowed  to  decline 
through  the  senseless  greed  of  a few  natives.  If 
money  is  their  only  object,  they  could  make  far 
more  by  encouraging  the  Sassenach  to  visit  their 
isles,  and  depriving  him  of  his  gold  legitimately 
when  there.” 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes : “ The 

newspapers  announce  that  the  just  closed  net 
season  has  been  disastrous  on  most  Scotch  rivers 
— some  stations  on  the  Don  being  the  worst  for 
thirty  years.  Strange  to  say,  the  netting  on  the 
Dee  has  been  good,  that  is,  as  good  as  the  average, 
and  in  some  cases  better,  which  is  surely  a great 
encouragement  to  those  who  for  years  past  have 
been  carefully  and  generously  nursing  the  young 
fry  of  this  river,  and  keeping  up  an  artificial 
supply  at  considerable  trouble  and  expense.  But 
although  the  netting  has  been  so  poor,  there 
seems  to  be  a more  brisk  anticipation  of  a good 
rod  back-end  than  for  many  years  past.  At  the 
present  moment  the  two  rivers  are  in  good  volume 
— a very  unusual  thing  at  the  end  of  August — 
and  reports  are  rife  of  fish  passing.  Anglers  are 
already  in  harness,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
that  two  whole  months  of  steady  angling  lie 
between  us  and  the  end  of  the  season.” 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THAMES  AND 
TRENT  BARRELLING. 


By  M.  A. 

For  time  immemorial  Thames  barbel  fisher- 
men have  sworn  by  the  ledger,  and  Trent 
ditto  by  the  float;  but  many  of  the  former 
have  entirely  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  tight- 
corking  for  barbel  with  heavy  tackle,  or  in  other 
words  ledgering  with  a cork- float  in  sharp, 
strong  (and  for  the  most  part  comparatively 
shallow)  streams,  with  the  float  placed  at  least 
three  feet  deeper  than  the  water  from  the 
surface  to  the  plumb  or  ledger,  is  practised  at 
this  period  by  some  Trent  anglers,  as  much  as 
floating  for  barbel  in  suitable  swims  in  the 
ordinary  way.  The  angler  can  by  casting  out  a 
few  yards  further  from  the  side  than  where  he  is 
going  to  fish,  easily  work  his  bait  down  stream 
until  it  is  resting  amongst  his  quarry,  say  from 
four  to  eight  yards  according  to  colour  and 
condition  of  water,  and  held  in  a direct  line  with 
the  rod  top  without  the  angler  being  seen.  With 
the  long  slant  allowed  from  the  tell-tale  to  the 
weight,  be  it  Trent  plumb,  Thames  ledger-lead, 
or  bullet  (the  former  for  choice),  the  weight 
should  be  sufficiently  heavy  to  keep  the  gut 
bottom  within  touch  of  the  ground,  and,  for 


my  part,  on  tho  line,  some  two  or  three 
inches  above  tho  loop  of  the  gut.  Now, 

whether  ono  follows  this  style,  or  whether  one 
uses  a plumb  or  lead  when  ledgering  without  a 
float,  Trent  anglers  of  any  experience  know  that, 
taking  ono  occasion  with  another,  more  barbel  are 
caught,  man  for  man,  when  floating  with  the 
river  at  its  ordinary  summer  level  than  by  any 
other  method  ; and  what  better  proof,  may  I ask, 
is  required  ? showing  the  superiority  of  a moving 
to  a stationary  bait.  I do  not  see  how  it  could 
possibly  be  otherwise,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  is  a much  quicker  method.  In  the  space 
of  one  hour  many  more  swims  can  be  searched 
by  the  floater  than  the  ledgerer;  it  is  more 
scientific,  a greater  variety  of  fish  are  caught, 
and  it  very  often  happens  that  whilst  the  man 
with  the  anchor  is  catching  his  first  barbel,  an 
adept  with  the  float  has  caught  two  or  three  in 
as  many  swims ; in  short,  if  he  does  not  take  a 
fish  in  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  he  is  off 
to  another  swim  ; but  if  all  the  barbel  within 
half  a mile  could  be  brought  into  one  hole, 
and  they  were  fairly  on,  even  then  I doubt 
if  the  ledger  would  beat  the  float,  because 
the  bait  is  more  attractive,  although  many 
more  barbel  are  caught  with  the  ledger  in  the 
Thames,  more  especially  in  a discoloured  than  in 
a low  bright  water.  But  where  there  is  one  barbel 
swim  adapted  for  floating  in  the  Thames,  there 
are  twenty  in  the  Trent ; swims  with  a clear, 
almost  level,  run  down  of  thiny  or  more  yards. 
And  for  this  reason  one  can  hardly  wonder  that 
the  ledger  is  so  popular  on  the  Thames  amongst 
all  classes  of  anglers,  but  in  the  Trent  at  its 
ordinary  summer  level,  barbel  affect  certain  swims 
often  better  adapted  for  floating  than  ledgering, 
where  the  angler  knows  where  to  find  them, 
for  not  only  are  they  not  dispersed  as  in  a fresh, 
but  they  are  not  scared  out  of  their  natural 
haunts  like  both  bream  and  barbel  in  the  Thames, 
and  taken  in  most  out  of  the  way  places.  From 
the  above  remarks  I conclude,  that  when  the 
Thames  is  very  low,  and  in  certain  localities  as 
stagnant  as  a ditch,  as  it  was  last  summer, 
for  instance,  and  fairly  reeked  again,  there  is 
more  life  and  go  in  the  Trent ; consequently  it  is 
fresher  and  purer,  it  is  the  recipient  of  nothing 
like  the  amount  of  filth  and  garbage,  the  fish  are 
not  covered  with  lice,  and  with  the  temperature 
invariably  the  same  for  days  together,  they  do  not 
refuse  to  bite  like  their  brethren  in  the  Thames. 
For  one  cannot  compare  this  river  to  the  Trent  in 
this  connection,  for,  owing  to  the  comparative 
quietude  of  the  Trent,  one  does  not  see  more  than 
one  or  two  barges,  or  a huge  “ Trent  otter  ” or  two 
pass  by  all  day  long,  and  there  is  not  a single 
weir  for  I do  not  know  how  many  miles  ; 
ergo,  it  is  very  little  disturbed.  Again, 
what  the  Thames  is  in  speed  as  compared  to 
the  Ouse,  the  Trent  is  to  the  Thames,  and  the 
different  straight  runs  of  nearly  uniform  depth, 
lovely  sandy  slacks,  immense  shallows  gradually 
deepening  towards  the  channel,  as  at  Carlton, 
heavy  boiling  currents  plunging  into  the  banks, 
large  deep  commanding  eddies,  smaller  ditto, 
“ Dimpling  in  the  dark  of  rushy  coves,”  below 
Collingham  Ferry,  to  wit ; deep,  dark,  sullen 
holes  by  broken  banks ; a little  lower  down 
stream,  and  just  above  Besthorpe  staith,  not 
forgetting  the  still,  silent  pool  in  the  mag- 
nificent sweeping  bend  and  low-lying  marshy 
ground  opposite  the  rod-holt  below  Carlton  Mill, 
forming  the  most  lovely  swims  for  barbel,  bream, 
chub,  roach,  perch,  dace,  flounders,  eels,  gud- 
geon, bleak,  ruff,  and  harbour  for  pike ; one 
might  walk  a long  way  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  without  seeing  half  a dozen,  and  the 
reason  why  floating  for  most  of  the  fish  mentioned 
above  is  so  much  in  vogue  on  the  Trent,  is  that 
the  fish  are  more  or  less  on  the  look  out  for  food 
as  it  is  sooner  or  later  swept  into  the  various 
swims  described  above  within  easy  distance  of 
the  side,  they  like  a change  of  diet,  and  it 
is  for  this  very  reason  that  I have  had  most 
splendid  takes  of  roach  within  a foot  from 
the  bank,  notably  at  Cromwell,  and  bream 
within  four  or  five  feet,  also  chub ; and,  depend 
upon  it,  if  the  Trent  did  not  flow  in  the  most 
serpentine-liko  manner  (as  it  does  say  between 
Langford  Dyke  and  Meering  Ferry),  and  the 
channel  was  one  uniform  depth  and  breadth  and 
shallow  at  the  sides,  or  even  a river  like  the  Lea, 
then  exit  your  delightful  and  scientific  Trent 
methods  and  enter  methods  which  many  Trent 


men  have  never  seen  and  probably  never  will,  and 
in  their  case  there  is  really  no  necessity.  It  goes 
without  saying,  that  a worm  in  a run  down  of  say 
twenty  or  thirty  yards,  must  stand  a better 
chance  of  catching  the  eye  of  a barbel,  than  when 
the  said  worm  is  anchored  to  one  spot  and  the 
barbel  must  come  to  that  spot  to  find  it, 
for  if  he  does  not  it  is  a sheer  waste  of  time. 
Whether  the  swim  be  very  fast,  moderately  fast 
(the  swim  of  swims),  very  gentle,  or  moderately 
slow,  the  tackle  is  made  to  suit  the  swim  to  a 
nicety.  Trent  tight-corking  for  instance  is  T.C., 
but  what  is  often  called  T.C.  on  the  Thames  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  stret-pegging  on  the 
Trent. 

I have  an  idea  that  the  temperature  of  the 
Thames  differs  considerably  from  that  of  the 
Trent,  for  the  simple  reason  that  barbel  are 
frequently  taken  in  the  Thames  with  the 
worm  so  late  in  the  year,  when  eight  times 
out  of  ten  it  would  be  madness  to  fish  for  them 
in  the  Trent.  And  no  one  knows  this  better  than 
your  Trent  angler.  Years  ago  the  temperature 
of  the  two  rivers  was  to  have  been  carefully 
taken,  and  as  carefully  recorded,  but,  so  far  as  I 
know,  it  has  never  been  done.  Again,  I have 
caught  roach  in  the  Thames,  on  a fairly  repre- 
sentative November  day,  with  pearl-barley,  when 
one  might  fish  with  it  in  the  Trent  in  vain. 

In  conclusion,  the  temperature  of  the  Thames 
from  the  sea  to  Teddington  weir,  must  be  much 
warmer,  one  would  think,  than  the  Trent  from 
Newark  to  Dunham,  and  depend  upon  it,  there  is 
more  in  this  than  meets  the  eye,  as  the  saying  is. 


The  following  circular  has  been  sent  to  us  by 
Mr.  Abrahams  : 

THE  LONDON  UNITED  ANGLERS’ 
COMPETITION 

IN  AID  OF  THE  FUNDS  OF  THE 

ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY  AND 
CONVALESCENT  HOME. 

Dear,  Sir, — At  a meeting  of  representatives  of  several 
angling  societies,  held  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church- 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.,  on  July  24,  1894,  a committee 
was  formed  (with  power  to  add  to  their  number)  to  carry 
out  the  arrangements  for  an  ansrling  competition  to  take 
place  in  the  River  Thames  at  VVindsor — from  Windsor 
Bridge  to  the  black  fence  facing  Lord  Fitzgerald’s,  near 
Monkey  Island. 

Several  valuable  prizes  were  offered,  and  their  number 
will  no  doubt  be  considerably  increased.  Lists  of  prizes 
will  be  duly  announced  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other 
journals  weekly. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  add  the  name  of  your  society 
to  the  list  for  a prize,  if  ever  so  small  in  value. 

Competitors  to  meet  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel, 
outside  Windsor  Station,  G.W.R.,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
special  trains  from  Paddington  and  Westbourne  Park, 
or  any  subsequent  trains  from  London  ; also  all  anglers 
travelling  by  L.  and  S.W.Ry.  from  Waterloo  or  Clapham 
Junction  to  meet  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  down  train, 
or  any  subsequent  trains  on  the  morning.  Fishing  to 
start  by  signal,  and  to  weigh  fish  in  at  the  Star  and 
Garter  at  5 p.m.  No  fish  will  be  weighed-in  after  6 p.m. 
Doors  will  be  closed. 

One  rod  only  to  be  used. 

All  fish  to  weigh-in  bar  jack,  minnows,  and  eels. 

No  live  baiting  or  raking  allowed. 

Tickets  one  shilling  each,  to  be  had  of  any  angling 
society  in  the  metropolis  and  suburbs  of  London,  or  any 
member  of  the  committee. 

Competitors  must  be  privilege  ticket  holders  from  the 
Anglers’  or  Central  Associations,  or  holding  cards  of 
membership  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 

Will  you  kindly  bring  this  before  your  next  meeting, 
and  solicit  your  society  to  send  one  or  more  delegates  to 
the  next  committee  meeting.  Please  forward  me  the 
names  of  the  members  who  may  be  selected. 

As  the  competition  is  to  aid  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds,  I trust  you  will 
use  your  best  endeavours  to  make  it  a great  success. 
The  committee  also  entreat  all  secretaries  to  make  their 
returns  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  they  wish  to  bring  it 
to  a brief  conclusion. 

More  tickets  can  be  had  on  application. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  as  to  the  distribution  of  prizes. 

In  the  event  of  the  whole  of  the  prizes  not  being 
taken,  the  committee  reserve  the  right  to  deal  with  the 
remainder. 

The  committee  meet  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church- 
street,  Edgware-road,  W.,  every  Thursday  at  8.30  p.m. 
— I am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Benjamin  Abrahams,  Hon.  See., 

25,  Silvor-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 
To  whom  all  communications  should  be  sent. 


The  first  show  of  early  chrysanthemums,  dahlias,  and 
gladioli  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  will  be  held  on  Sept.  1, 
5,  and  0,  and  owing  to  tho  peculiarity  of  this  extra- 
ordinary summer,  an  unusually  largo  display  is  antici- 
pated. Mr.  Kite  bio  does  not  curtail  tho  usual  entertain- 
ments at  such  times,  so  tho  llovvors  aro  an  addition  to 
tho  marvollous  shillings-worth  at  the  Aquarium. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

✓ 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

1 40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add745  ,,  „ Hammer-  Add-sSO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  I ham. 

Go  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water 

at  London 

Morning 

Bridge. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept. 

1 

2.41  .... 

3.  3 

Sunday,  ,, 

2 

3.23  .... 

3.42 

Monday,  ,, 

3 

4.  1 ... 

4.20 

Tuesday.  ,, 

4 

4.40  ... 

Wednesday,  ,, 

5 

5.14  ... 

5.31 

Thursday,  ,, 

0 

5.50  ... 

6.10 

Friday,  „ 

7 

0.31  .... 

High  Water 

at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Sept. 

i 

3.21  ... 

3.43 

Sunday,  ,, 

2 

4.  3 ... 

4.22 

Monday,  ,, 

3 

4.41  ... 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — I recently 
visited  the  Oulton  Broad  Fishery,  and  had  a couple  of 
hours’  chat  with  Mr.  George  Mason,  the  proprietor  of 
the  Wherry  Hotel,  With  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
weather,  there  has  not  as  yet  been  much  done  in 
the  way  of  fishing.  Messrs.  Good  and  Palmer 
have  been  spending  their  usual  visit  at  the  Wherry 
Hotel,  and  although  their  fishing  has  not  been 
as  good  as  previous  years,  they  succeeded  in  finding 
some  good  sport  amongst  the  bream.  Two  gentlemen 
staying  at  Oulton,  and  attended  by  Artiss,  the  fisher- 
man, have  been  out  in  the  early  morning  off  the  mouth 
of  the  dyke,  near  Somerleyton,  and,  after  a few  hours’ 
fishing,  invariably  returned  with  40lt>.  to  501b.  of  bream 
up  to  51b.  each,  after  discardingall  of  21b.  and  under.  Mr. 
Easty,  previous  to  the  storms,  had  been  getting  some 
fine  roach  up  to  1 Jib.  each,  and  some  perch.  Another 
gentleman,  staying  at  the  hostelry,  has  been  fishing  the 
broad  early  in  the  morning,  and  generally  brought  in 
from  eight  to  ten  bream,  nothing  less  than  31b.  The 
broad  is  reported  to  contain  any  amount  of  bream, 
roach,  perch,  and  pike  ; the  season  for  the  latter  is 
scarcely  yet  commenced,  but  some  good  fish  have  been 
seen  on  the  move,  with  every  prospect  of  good  sport. 
Mr.  Mason  says  they  only  want  some  good  anglers  to 
work  the  fishing  up,  and  that  is  the  general  opinion,  as 
it  is  believed  there  are  pike  in  the  water  of  301b.  to  401b. 
each,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  told  me  sometime  ago, 
from  his  own  experience,  there  are  such  fish  in  existence 
there.  After  hearing  this  I felt  anxious  to  bring  the 
information  under  the  notice  of  some  of  the  Thames 
anglers,  who  are  great  in  pike  fishing,  and  I know  of  no 
more  delightful  place  to  spend  a few  happy  days  than  in 
the  charming  hostelry  of  the  Wherry  Hotel,  where  they 
will  find  every  comfort,  and  Mr.  George  Mason  one  of 
the  most  genial  of  hosts.  There  is  also  a splendid 
bowling  green  and  a splendid  garden  of  choice  flowers. 
During  my  chat  with  the  worthy  host,  when  speaking  of 
the  perch,  he  gave  me  particulars  of  one  of  51b.  taken 
within  sight  of  the  hostelry  some  few  years  ago,  and 
which  he  saw  directly  after  its  capture.  It  was  caught 
by  Mr.  Edward  Wales,  who  at  that  time  was  proprietor 
of  one  of  the  hotels  at  Kirkley,  Lowestoft,  and  was  set 
up  as  a specimen  to  adorn  the  bar  of  his  house.  This 
information  is  the  more  valuable  because  it  is  well 
authenticated,  and,  therefore,  reliable. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  during  the  week, 
forty-five  dozen  of  roach,  seven  barbel  (the  largest  5£lb.), 
and  one  chub ; Lotan  Hackett,  twenty-seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  six  barbel.  Water  in  good  condition. — B. 

— — (Datchet). — We  have  had  a fine  run  of  water 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains  of  last  week.  A gentleman 
staying  here  is  doing  fairly  well.  Fishing  recently  with 
worm  he  caught  six  barbel,  two  perch,  and  one  eel. 
Fishing  with  worm  I caught  two  barbel,  and  with 
greaves  three.  Altogether  the  chances  among  roach, 
barbel,  and  dace  look  more  promising  than  for  some 
time.— G.  Ldmsden. 

Hampton.— E.  Reddick,  with  Mr.  Lewis,  one 

day,  five  barbel  and  four  bream ; another  day,  four 
barbel,  one  bream,  and  one  jack  ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Poole,  seven  barbel,  two  bream,  one  chub,  and  one  jack. 
Mr.  Parses  and  Mr.  Jefferson  made  a good  take  of  401b. 
of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. — B. 

(Hampton  Court).— Owing  to  the  heavy  rains 

the  water  has  become  more  coloured,  but  in  the  course 
of  a few  days  there  will  be  some  good  fishing.  Mr.  H. 
B.  Howard  fishing  at  the  weir  for  chub,  using  a shrimp 
for  bait,  caught  a very  handsome  roach  of  21b.  loz. 
Several  good  barbel  have  been  caught  at  the  weir  by 
anglers  in  private  boats,  and  most  of  them  caught  with 
paste.  The  fishermen  have  had  very  little  to  do  all  the 
week. — B. 

(Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 

has  taken  fourteen  jack,  five  barbel,  and  twelve  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  seven  barbel,  ten  dozen 


of  roach  and  dace,  nine  bream  (one  weighing  GJlb.), 
twelvo  dozen  of  gudgeon,  and  eight  perch.  J.  Knight, 
thirteen  barbel,  twenty-four  perch,  nine  jack,  twelve 
bream,  and  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Wilkes, 
in  four  days,  twelve  jack,  fifteen  bream,  four  dozen 
roach  and  dace,  six  dozen  of  gudgeon,  and  eleven  perch. 
Mr.  Sparks  and  friend,  one  brace  of  jack  (the  largest 
fish  5)lb.),  and  two  dozen  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Jewell, 
a perch  of  Hlb.,  and  a quantity  of  roach  and  dace.  A 
private  punt,  one  day,  five  dozen  roach  and  dace,  one 
barbel,  one  jack,  and  a brace  of  perch. — B. 

Richmond. — Job  Brain,  during  the  week,  401b. 

of  roach  and  dace  ; and  H.  Mansell  has  had  similar 
sport. — B. 

Staines. — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Wilson,  501b.  of  barbel  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Millar,  751b.  of  barbel,  the 
largest  71b. ; auother  day,  with  Mr.  Grace  and  friend, 
301b.  of  roach  and  barbel,  the  largest  barbel  6 Jib.  ; and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Thomas,  451b.  of  barbel  and  three 
dozen  of  dace.  All  these  fish  were  taken  on  the  finest 
drawn  gut  in  roach  fishing. — B. 

Sunbury. — Mr.  Burton  and  friend,  fishing 

during  the  week  with  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  have 
taken  seventy-one  barbel  and  a few  chub  ; in  another 
punt,  belonging  to  the  same  fishermen,  there  is  a total 
result  of  twenty-one  barbel  and  a quantity  of  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Bolt,  with  Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  has  compiled  a 
total  in  the  week  of  one  hundred  barbel,  sixty-three 
bream  (the  largest  6-jlb  ),  and  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day  with 

Mr.  Kent,  three  dozen  of  dace  and  two  barbel ; another 
day,  with  Dr.  Parkhurst,  six  dozen  of  dace  and  one  jack  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Newberry,  six  dozen  of  dace,  four 
bream,  and  one  eel  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Yero  Shaw, 
in  three  hours,  one  dozen  of  dace,  one  barbel  and  a 
brace  of  perch  weighing  31b.  ; and  another  day  with 
Mrs.  Murphy,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel, 
one  bream,  and  two  eels. — B. 

(Twickenham). — S.  Cole,  in  the  week,  ten 

dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  eleven  barbel,  and  two  perch. 
John  Spong,  401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  brace  of 
jack.  T.  Anger,  in  three  and  a half  days,  301b.  of  roach 
and  dace,  three  barbel,  and  five  bream.  John  Frost,  in 
the  same  time,  351b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  barbel. 
J.  Dunn,  in  one  and  a half  days,  seven  and  a half  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  a bream  of  2Jlb. , and  a perch  of  ljlb. 
J.  Coxen,  in  three  days,  281b.  of  roach  and  dace,  two 
perch,  one  bream,  and  three  barbel.  H.  Spiers,  in  the 
same  time,  281b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  bream. — B. 

(Windsor  District). — The  water  here  has 

cleared  since  last  Saturday,  when  it  was  the  colour  of 
clay,  to-day  it  is  in  grand  order  for  all-round  angling, 
and  good  sport  is  being  had  amongst  the  roach  and 
dace  by  those  who  go  the  right  way  about  it.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Howlett’s  catch  of  six  dozen  dace  and  roach  to  his  own 
rod  is  best  during  the  week,  though,  from  an  epicurean 
point  of  view,  I would  rather  have  had  the  2lb.  9oz.  eel 
caught  by  Mr.  Cole,  of  Eton,  and  which  I weighed, 
than  all  the  fish  that  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 
James  Gray  has  had  a nice  little  trout  of  21b.,  and 
various  other  baskets  of  barbel,  chub,  jack,  and 
gudgeon,  have  been  got,  but  none  of  extraordinary 
weight.  During  the  week  many  gulls  and  sea  swallows 
have  been  hovering  about  the  Thames  valley,  one  of 
which  was  shot.  By  the  whistling  chorus  I heard  a 
large  flock  passed  over  my  house  in  Windsor  about 
11.45  p.m.  Saturday  last. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — On  Friday  last,  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Bannister,  of  Brigg,  had  181b.  of  roach  and 
bream  near  Minnitts  Bridge,  using  wheat  and  worms  for 
bait.  On  the  same  day,  Messrs.  J.  W.  White  and 
Evison,  of  Brigg,  had  18ib.  of  roach,  taken  near  Hailem 
Hill  Lock.  T>\o  or  three  minor  matches  have  been 
fished,  but  the  results  were  hardly  up  to  the  average. 
A few  good  takes  of  perch  and  eels  have  been  had  at 
Croxby  Pond.  Messrs.  Campbell  and  friend,  of  Caistor, 
got  twenty-five  after  5 o’clock  one  evening.  Weather 
lias  been  unsettled  and  againit  angling,  but  the  glass  is 
now  going  up  and  the  weather  is  fine,  so  the  outlook  for 
coming  week  is  better  — -THOMAS  Ford. 

Coin  (Bibury,  Gloucestershire). — Things  have 
been  quiet  here  since  the  May-fly,  when  some  good  sport 
was  had  on  this  pretty  length  ot  water.  The  weeds  are 
now  being  cut,  and  there  Bhould  be  some  interesting 
evening  sport  had.  The  trout  one  sees  on  the  gravel 
look  still  in  good  condition.  The  flies  now  on  are 
Cinnamon  and  Grey  Alders,  Olive  Duns,  the  Pale  Autumn 
Dun,  and  Spinners.  The  weather  the  last  few  days  has 
been  more  genial,  and  on  Monday  the  warm  sunshine 
brought  out  a good  hatch  of  flies.  Mr.  Ciren,  one  day 
last  week,  got  his  two  brace  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Cox 
has  been  catching  a nice  lot  of  roach  at  St.  John’s 
Bridge,  Fairford,  some  of  them  pounders. — F.  L. 

Cornish  Streams. — From  very  satisfactory  infor- 
mation I am  compelled  to  report  serious  poaching  on 
the  Fowey.  Three  hauls  with  the  not  resulted  in  the 
illeeal  capture  of  120  peal  and  a salmon.  The  police 
and  water  bailiffs  are,  however,  on  the  alert,  and  will 
in  all  probability  bring  the  offenders  to  book.  Fowey 
and  Camel  rod  and  line  fishing  has  not  been  ap  to  the 
usual  standard.  The  run  of  “ school  ” peal  is  apparently 
smaller  than  usual.  One  rod  from  Liskeard  has.  it 
seems,  been  doing  big  things  on  the  Looe  river,  securing 
in  a fortnight  230  trout  and  thirty  peal,  the  heaviest  of 
the  latter  reaching  7 Jib.  Trout  fishing  continues  very 
good. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales). — The  following  fish  have 
been  killed  during  the  week : Messrs.  Linguard,  one, 
91b.  ; H.  Williams,  one,  81b.  ; W.  Thomas  one,  6Jlb. ; 
Shaw,  one,  151b.  ; D.  L.  Liddell,  one,  71b.  There  was  a 
big  flood  in  the  river  on  Aug.  26,  which  would  bring 


more  up,  but  they  have  been  sulking  up  to  now.  The 
trout  and  grayling  are  now  rising  better. — Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  has  now  fined  down 
into  good  condition  for  the  fly.  The  Golden  Dun, 
Apple-green  Dun,  and  the  Grayling  Fly,  made  from 
aluminium  tinsel,  with  dun  legs  and  starling  wing,  have 
done  the  best  this  week. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Some  excel- 
lent sport  is  being  had  almost  daily  on  the  water  of  this 
district.  Spalding  anglers  and  others  are  getting  some 
fine  tench  from  the  Glenn  and  the  different  Drove 
drains,  a grand  specimen  from  the  river  touching  4£lb., 
and  a couple  of  visitors  got  a brace  scaling  91b. 
Maggots  have  been  used  for  the  capture  of  tench,  it  is 
said,  which  is  rather  a novelty.  Nice  tench  and  good 
roach  have  been  got  from  the  Forty-foot,  Donington 
Bridge  being  a capital  locality. — Limpet. 

Gipping  (Ipswich). — I think  I may  say  there  is  now 
a fair  prospect  of  sport,  the  roach  being  fairly  on,  but, 
the  water  remaining  fine  they  want  a good  hand  with 
the  right  twist  of  the  wrist.  More  settled  weather  has 
at  last  set  in,  and  I hope  to  see  some  of  the  big  shoals 
thinned.  Mr.  H.  Binks  was  roaching  at  Claydon  on  the 
24th,  25th,  and  27th,  and  got  catches  of  121b.,  11  Jib. , and 
12Jlb.  Sept.  1 opens  the  pike  season,  and  pikists  are 
looking  forward  to  a few  being  grassed.  A singular 
death  occurred  on  the  river  on  Monday.  A swan 
belonging  to  Lord  de  Saumarez  being  obstructed  in 
flying  under  a railway  bridge,  it  rose  and  attempted  to 
fly  over,  but,  coming  into  contact  with  the  telegraph 
wires,  fell  on  the  line  partially  stunned. — Piscator. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
river  above  Eaton  grayling  are  being  taken  in  large 
numbers,  and  a few  good  brace  of  trout  have  also  been 
landed  and  brought  into  Retford.  Down  the  river  heavy 
baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  secured,  and  about 
Bollam  a few  anglers  have  had  good  luck  with  flounders. 
Gentles  or  small  red  worms  are  good  baits  for  these  fish. 
In  the  lower  waters  pike  are  in  good  condition,  and 
several  decent  ones  have  been  taken  trolling. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  via  Oswestry  (North  Wales). — 
I am  glad  to  say  that  sport  on  these  waters  has  been 
excellent  the  last  fortnight.  Capt.  Hayhurst  France, 
with  his  usual  skill,  took  eight  trout,  weighing  51b.  8oz. 
Seeing  the  lovely  fish  created  in  others  a longing  to  try 
their  luck.  On  Aug.  21,  Capt.  Lees  and  Mr.  Emmott 
caught  seven  trout,  51b.  8oz. ; Messrs.  Butcher  and 
Mappin,  four,  the  best  fish  weighing  lib.  4oz.  Aug.  23, 
Messrs.  Emmott,  Moss,  and  Capt  Lees,  in  one  boat,  took 
fifteen  trout ; Mr.  Douglas  Mappin,  six  ; Messrs.  Dunne 
and  Freeman,  seven,  51b.  8oz.  Aug.  24,  Mrs.  Emmottand 
Mr.  Moss  caught  seven  lovely  fish,  Mrs.  Emmott’s  best 
scaling  lib.,  in  perfect  condition.  Aug.  25,  Miss 
Smith  and  Mr.  G.  Mappin,  seven,  51b.  8oz.,  three  of 
which  were  pounders ; Mr.  Dunne,  two.  Aug.  27,  Mrs. 
A.  Emmott  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Emmott,  and  Mr.  Moss, 
fifteen,  111b.,  the  two  best  fish,  lib.  each,  taken  by  the 
ladies ; Mr.  Douglas  Mappin,  ten,  71b.  4oz. ; Mr. 
Davies,  ten,  71b.  2oz.  Aug.  28,  Mrs.  A.  Emmott,  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Emmott,  and  Mr.  Moss,  eight,  51b.  8oz.  ; Capt. 
Lees  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Emmott,  five;  Miss  S.  Mappin  and 
Mr.  H.  Mappin,  six;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson,  six; 
making  a total  tor  the  week  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  good  fish. — Long  Drift. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Sport  has  been  fairly  good  at 
many  places  during  the  past  week.  The  lower  lengths 
at  Tottenham  have  fished  well.  On  Sunday  several 
nice  lots  of  roach  were  had,  although  there  was  a lot  of 
traffic  on  the  banks,  and  many  boats  disturbing  the 
water.  On  Monday  Mr.  R.  Hopton  had  a good  pike  of 
nearly  71b.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  G.  Thomson,  half  a dozen 
good  roach  ; another  gentleman  was  broken  three  times 
during  the  day.  Waltham  Abbey.— Over  201b.  weight 
of  roach,  &c.,  were  caught  on  Sunday.  Mr.  Edwards 
had  01b.  7oz.  ; Messrs.  Brown,  Baxter,  and  others  nice 
lots.  Mr.  Beach,  perch,  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  C.  Leigh, 
higher  up  the  river,  caught  a jack  of  31b.  2oz.,  which 
took  a roach  he  had  hooked.  Mr.  Johnson  had,  amongst 
other  fish,  a bream  of  over  51b.  at  Enfield  Lock. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  water  is  in  very  fair 
condition,  but  the  fish  (though  very  plentiful)  are  not 
biting  freely.  Messrs.  Anderton,  Day,  and  others  have 
taken  some  good  roach  and  dace. — I.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Rain  has 
been  nad  in  this  district,  and  the  rivers  have  been 
running  high  and  coloured,  but  they  are  now  going  down, 
and  are  in  fair  order  for  angling.  A few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  tried  wasp  grub  with  success.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  good  order.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsiey  (Kingsland). — 
Heavy  storms  of  rain  on  Saturday  night  caused  these 
rivers  to  rise  nearly  2ft.  of  very  muddy  water,  which  is 
now  running  off  and  fining,  but  there  will  be  little  or  no 
chance  of  sport  with  grayling  for  nearly  a week  hence, 
and  we  end  trout  fishing  with  the  present  month.  Flies 
will  be  as  mentioned  in  last  week’s  report. — R.  T.  W. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  above  Powder  Mills 
rather  low  owing  to  repairs,  &c.  ; below  full  and  highly 
coloured  ; all  repairs  expected  to  be  finished  by  end  of 
week.  Some  good  sport  amongst  the  bream  with  gentles, 
has  been  had  about  the  part  of  the  river  called  the 
Mount,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  41b.  ; some  nice  takes  of 
roach  with  gentles  and  wheat,  one  or  two  good  perch, 
with  a 31b.  tench,  so  the  variety  is  good. — R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  — The  weather  has  been 
beautifully  fine,  and  this  has  induced  many  anglers  to 
visit  the  river.  Roach  and  bream  are  feeding  well,  and 
some  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  reported. 
Excellent  takes  of  bream  have  been  made  at  Castor  this 
week. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Denver). — The  weather  is  very  favourable 
for  fishing.  I cannot  glean  that  much  has  been  done 
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hereabout*  with  tho  jack  at  preHent,  but  bud  the 
epinnor  been  at  work  this  (Thursday)  mo^niuir, 
business  could  have  been  negotiated.  A few  ti  k >h  of 
roach,  bream,  and  eels  can  lie  recorded.  Two  gentle- 
men iron'  Lond(  n uic  met  ting  with  success 
Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  Wo  nro 
having  excellent  weather  and  prospeots  look  better  for 
1 ho  fly-fishermen.  The  River  Onso  is  in  good  condition 
lor  the  bottom  anglorH,  but  nothing  of  any  consequence 
ha»  been  recorded.  Several  good  takos  of  reach,  chub, 
and  daco  have  oomn  in  from  tho  Dorwcnt  and  Lower 
Rye  waters. — Ronald. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton). — The  bream  aro  still  on  tho 
Dr.  Van  Bergen  and  friend,  on  the  24th,  took 
<>41b.  of  fine  bream,  and  on  tho  25th,  the  same  rods  took 
181b.  in  ono  hoar,  tho  total  catch  in  the  throe  days 
amounting  to  1781b.,  or  591b.  average  per  day.  The  river 
is  in  fine  condition,  and  somo  fino  roach  have  been 
taken,  on  Monday  last  331b. — William  Docker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  in  excellent  condition. 
Roach  feeding  well  everywhere  ; creed  wheat  best  bait. 
Bream  aro  taking  well  in  some  swims,  in  others  nothing 
but  blanks  can  be  rocorded.  West  Meadow,  near  God- 
manchestor,  and  Houghton  Pourgate  Pit,  near  Houghton , 
have  furnished  best  sport  all  through  the  season.  An' 
occasional  i-pecimen  fish  has  been  taken  in  tho  New 
TownMiadows,  near  Huntingdon,  and  notably  one  of 
filb.  yesterday.  Perch  fishing  would,  I am  sure,  now 
well  repay  anyone  who  cares  to  try  it.  Rudd  and  chub 
very  quiet.  I wish  I could  say  the  same  of  otters  ; these 
gentry  appear  to  be  getting  more  plentiful  every  season 
Ouse  (Huntingdon.)— Er^am  have  been  feeding 
well,  especially  in  the  Fourgate  Pit.  I witnessed  on 
the  28th,  four  rods  at  work  taking  good  fish  most 
rapidly  with  red  worm.  After  two  rods  left,  they  bad 
no  less  than  fifty  good  fish,  and  two  rods  were  left  in  full 
sport.  A most  splendid  conditioned  bream  of  61b.  was 
taken  near  the  town  on  the  29th ; roach  have  been 
feeding  well  — H.  Rout. 

. Plymouth.  There  is  still  sufficient  rain  to  keep  the 
rivers  in  good  order.  I was  at  Ditsworthy  Warren,  on 
the  Cad,  yesterday,  and  the  river  was  in  very  good  con- 
dition. A friend  of  mine  had  fourteen  dozen  and  eight 
last  week,  and  several  baskets  of  from  four  to  six  dozen 
have  been  taken  daily.  My  son  and  myself  have  taken 
some  nice  fish  in  the  Burrator  stream.  I noticed,  about 
a half  mile  above  the  house  at  Ditsworthy  Warren,  two 
bell  tents  belonging  to  a party  of  gentlemen  who’have 
been  camping  out.— William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — High  and  discoloured  water 
effectually  prevented  angling  last  week,  but  the  water 
is  now  in  nice  condition,  and  fair  creels  of  pike,  chub 
roach,  and  dace  may  be  taken.  Fly-fishing  will  not  be 
found  so  satisfactory  as  the  natural  minnow  or  red 
worm.— Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).  We  have  had  lovely  weather  here  during  the 
past  week  a,nd  good  sport  enjoyed  on  all  these  rivers, 
and  the  neighbourhood  is  at  present  crowded  with 
visitors  from  Oldham  and  other  great  Lancashire 
centres  of  industry. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley.— The  late  heavy  rains  and  thunder- 
storms have  raised  the  Ley  enormously,  and  those  who  a 
short  time  ago  had  to  confine  themselves  chiefly  to  live 
baiting  now  all  take  to  spinning,  and  good  catches  have 
in  consequence  ensued.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Wilson 
took  some  splendid  baskets  of  pike,  rudd,  &c.  So  have 
also  Messrs.  Joyce  and  Tollit,  Totnes  ; also  Messrs. 
Hicks  and  son,  Banbury,  wbo  have  taken  during  the  week 
eighteen  pike,  largest  6£lb.  Mrs.  Tomkins  and  son, 
London,  have  had  excellent  sport,  the  latter  one  day 
taking  six  pike,  largest  81b.,  and  some  splendid  rudd. 
Mr.  Ashwell,  Banbury,  has  taken  many  pike,  also  Mr. 
Knowles,  of  Reading.— Joseph  Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  water  is  bright,  and  likely 
to  be  so  this  week.  Several  anglers  have  been  down. 
Mr.  E.  Watling  took  fourteen  nice  roach,  Mr.  Mortlock 
a jack  of  41b.,  and  Mr.  Barclay  two  dace. — D.  S. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— River  is  in  good  order;  trout 
rising  badly ; few  peal  or  salmon  about ; dace  very 
plentiful,  one  gentleman  took  ninety-six  in  one  day  — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river  is 
in  splendid  condition,  and  although  there  are  numbers 
of  salmon  in  the  upper  waters  only  one  of  9:jlb.  has  been 
taken  during  the  past  week.  Trout  fishing  is  also  as 
much  in  abeyance  as  salmon  fishing,  from  some  unknown 
cause. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  by  Saturday  (to  day) 
should  be  in  good  order  for  fishing.  A good  few  rods 
have  been  out,  and  several  nice  dishes  of  trout  landed. 
At  Ashford,  trout  lib.  and  ljlb.  have  been  taken.  The 
9ny,:  Cprve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order 
9“ln^'  Sport  in  the  Ony  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

. Teme  (Tenbury).  — The  water  in  this  district  is 
in  good  fishing  order,  but  angling  has  been  bad  with  the 
tty.  A fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  and  have  used 
wasp  grub  and  worm,  and  some  very  nice-sized  trout 
have  been  landed.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
in  fishing  order.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  River  now  getting  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  A man  from  Upper  Torridge 
called  a tew  days  since,  and  told  me  his  son  filled  his 
baskot  with  fine  trout,  fishing  with  tho  fly  known  as  the 
Killer.  A local  man  took  over  301b.  of  eeis  clotting. 
Not  many  peal  caught  so  far. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark).  rIhe  Trent  at  Newark  presents  a 
deplorable  picture,  the  excessive  growth  of  aquatic 
vegetation  giving  it  more  tho  appearance  of  a stagnant 
pond  than  a flowing  river.  A rise  of  about  eighteon 
inches  on  Monduy  brought  down  an  immense  amount  of 
decayed  weed  and  other  mattor,  and  should  improve 
angling.  Roach  alone  are  inclined  to  accept  any  bait 


| with  freedom,  and  many  good  fish,  ranging  from  jjlb.  to 
lib.  have  been  taken,  chiefly  from  near  Farndon.  Barbel 
fishing  still  remains  unsatisfactory  — TRENTSluua 
Usk  (at  Usk). — The  River  Usk  has  been  in  flood,  but 
is  now  in  excellent  order  for  fishing,  arid  a good  number 
of  anglers  aro  out.  On  Saturday  last,  Colonel  Waddilove 
bad  a salmon,  24jlb. ; and  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  61b.  Tues- 
day, Colonel  Waddilove  Lad  one,  7ilb.  Wednesday, 
Mr.  H.  Freeman,  one;  Mr.  Rees,  one;  Mr.  Hiley,  one  ; 
Mr.  Barker,  one.  Thursday,  Mr.  Rees,  one. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— River  in  very  fair  condition. 
There  are,  a few  salmon  and  sea  trout  up.  W.  P. 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  Swansea,  caught  a small  salmon  with 
the  Jock  Scott,  on  Monday,  and  had  two  more  rises. 

Welland  (Spalding).— Somo  splendid  catches  of 
tench  are  reported  from  this  district.  A brace  weighing 
91b.,  and  it  was  stated  tho  finest  seen  for  some  time, 
were  captured  in  the  Glen,  at  Snrfieet.  Mr.  Perry’ 
Spalding,  also  captured  a tench  weighing  4.Jlb.  Mr.’ 
Mann  secured  six  from  the  basin  at  Pode  Hole,  which 
averaged  21b.  each  ; and  Mr.  Earl,  fishing  in  the  Glen, 
got  eight  weighing  about  21b.  each.  The  bait  used 
chiefly  has  been  maggots  and  worms  — E.  A.  S. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — 8port  has  been  very  good  this 
week.  Mr.  Boyce,  of  Wimbledon,  two  jack,  131b.,  and 
81b.  bream  ; Mr.  Rivett,  of  Parson’s  Green,  141b.  roach 
and  bream,  one  perch,  ^lb. ; Mr.  Williams,  Kensington, 
five  jack,  311b.  ; Mr.  Wells,  of  Gospel  Oak,  131b.  bream. 
Others  have  had  good  catches.  The  brtam  and  roach 
are  feeding  well,  paste  being  the  principal  bait.  I have 
plenty  of  good  Thames  dace. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — Sport  in  the  free 
drains  about  Boston  is  falling  off  a little.  The  Witham 
continues  to  be  extensively  patronised,  largely  by 
anglers  from  the  north,  and  good  takes  of  fine  bream 
a, re  reported  from  different  stations  between  Boston  and 
Lincoln.  One  caught  at  Bardney  scaled  nearly  51b. 
Subscribers  to  the  South  Forty-foot  at  Boston  are  stili 
busy,  mixed  lots  of  roach  and  tench  running  up  to  171b. 
or  so  for  the  day.  Water  is  in  good  condition,  but 
bottom  weeds  in  places  are  again  giving  trouble. — L. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  stormy 
weather  we  have  had  during  the  past  week  has  quite 
spoiled  the  sport  of  the  fly-fishermen,  both  rivers  having 
been  too  high  and  too  much  discoloui  ed  for  the  fish  to  rise 
well.  The  Wye  is  now  in  good  trim  and  the  Derwent  is 
running  down  nicely,  and  if  present  fine  weather  con- 
tinues will  be  in  excellent  trim  when  this  appears  in 
print. — Dotterel. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brighten. — Boat  anglers  are  now  having  good  sport, 
the  sea  being  again  as  calm  as  a lake,  after  much  rough 
wi  ather.  Good  takes  of  whiting  pout  and  flat  fish  are 
being  made  ; also  a few  conger,  the  best  takes  being 
made  with  lug  worm. — H. 

Dublin. — Good  business  is  being  done  around  Howth, 
Kingstown,  and  Greystones,  but  the  most  favoured 
spot  for  boats,  especially  at  night,  is  Dalkey  Sound. 

lowey  (Cornwall).— Boat  anglers  have  had  excel- 
lent sport  during  the  past  fortnight ; heavy  takes  of 
pollack  and  whiting,  and  other  fish  very  abundant. 
Several  shark  (from  3ft.  to  5ft.  in  length)  have  been 
taken  by  rod  fishermen,  and  numbers  of  salmon  netted  in 
the  harbour. — H. 

Hastings.  We  have  had  splendid  weather  for  sea 
fishing.  Numbers  of  boat  parties  have  been  off  and 
have  had  plenty  of  sport.  A gentleman,  out  with  Jack 
Breeds  on  Monday,  hooked  210  fish,  including  two  fine 
conger  eels,  one  of  which  went  over  81b.  Both  piers 
have  been  yielding  good  results.  A number  of  good- 
sized  lobsters  have  been  secured  on  the  St.  Leonards 
pier.  Codling  are  very  numerous. — Hi.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth.  There  is  plenty  of  sport  with  the 
pollack  and  mackerel,  but  bass  and  mullet  are  still  shy. 

I expect  that  the  dredging  in  the  Sound,  and  the  big 
gun  practice,  scares  the  bass,  for  nothing  will  frighten 
the  fish  more  than  a sudden  explosion.— W.  Hearder. 

Portmagee — Sport  has  been  very  good.  Pollack 
anglers  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  fish  each  daily,  and 
several  of  those  weighed  over  101b.  Bottom  fishers  did 
very  well  among  gurnard,  bream,  whiting,  and  scad, 
a short  distance  outside  tho  harbour  mouth,  on  the 
southern  side.  Mackerel  are  now  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Valentia.— Sea  angling  is  now  in  full  swing  here. 
On  one  day  a party  of  five  anglers  got  forty-seven  pol- 
lack, fifty  mackerel,  forty-five  bream,  and  100  gurnard 
in  about  eight  hours.  The  best  place  for  pollack  at 
present  appears  to  be  the  northern  entrance  to  the 
iiarbour. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sport  has  been  good.  On  one  after- 
noon Col.  E.  Rogers,  out  from  the  Butler’s  Arms  Hotel, 
had  forty  large  pollack;  Mr.  Rowe,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  and  Mr.  Jones  had  also  good  sport.  Gurnard 
and  whiting  are  abundant.— T.  J.  D. 

Wliitby.  The  weather  has  been  somewhat  nufavonr- 
able  and  the  sea  a little  “ choppy,”  so  that  fewer  boats 
than  usual  have  been  out  in  the  roads.  Many  good 
catches  ot  billet  and  pennock  have  been  made  from  the 
quays  and  jetties  in  the  harbour. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altna.cealga.ch.  Lochs.  — During  the  past  week 
splendid  baskets  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Knowles, 
Myers,  MaoPhail,  MacQuarrie,  Thompson,  Brown,  &c. 
The  total  take  by  all  rods  was  1172  trout,  368Jlb.  On 
Monday  this  week,  Messrs.  Wardlawand  Thompson  had 
sixty-nine  trout,  Mr.  and  Miss  Gilroy,  Dundee,  forty- 
eight ; Mr.  Young,  forty-eight;  and  Messrs.  Knowles 
and  Whymoer,  thirty-nine. — B. 

Assopoll  (Bunessan).  — Aug.  23  Mr.  Yorke  had 
seven  sea  trout ; Mr.  Miller  had  six  sea  trout,  twenty- 


five  bream;  Mr.  Hickson,  six  sea  trout,  ten  bream  ; 24th, 
Mr.  Yorke  bad  five  sea  tront,  heaviest  fish  3£lb.  ; 27th, 
Mr.  Donico  and  Mr.  Cochran  had  seven  sea  tront, 
heaviest  fish  3Jlb. ; 28tb,  Mr.  W.  Hill  had  three  sea 
trout;  Mr.  Johnson  had  seven  sea  trout;  Mr.  Donico 
and  Mr.  Cochran,  eleven  sea  trout. — J.  Camphell. 

Awe. — From  Tajnuilt  Hotel  on  the  16th,  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie had  two  grilse,  61b.  and  81  b. ; and  on  the  same 
day,  Mr.  Macdonald  had  two  salmon.  111b  and  91b.,  and 
a grilse  51b.  On  tho  21st,  Mr.  B ckott  had  a salmo  i, 
101b.  ; on  tho  27tb,  Mr.  Ellis  had  a salmon,  91b  ; and  on 
the  28tb,  Mr  Bright  had  a grilse,  81b. — D.  Maodonai  i>. 

Deveron  (Banffshire  . — This  river  was  in  fair  order 
during  the  past  week,  both  as  regards  rod  and  net  fish- 
ing, the  latter  of  which  closed  for  the  season  on  Satur- 
day. Since  the  reoont  heavy  spates  tho  upper  pools 
seem  to  be  fairly  well  stocked  with  fish.  On  the  Nether- 
dale  section  the  keeper  had  four  grilse;  on  the  Blan- 
more  section,  Mr.  Gould  had  three  salmon;  and  on  the 
Edinglassie  water,  Mr.  Andrew  M -Pherson  tad  a grilse  ; 
and  Mr.  Geo.  McPherson,  one.  The  net  fishing,  just 
closed,  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. — B. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Aug  21,  Mr. 
Short,  thirteen  tront ; Mr.  Ralli,  twenty-two  ; Messrs. 
Don  and  Dnrran,  twenty-eight ; Mr.  E.  Ralli,  three  ; Mr. 
Wallace, foursea trout  22i  d, Mr.  Short, forty -eighttront; 
Messrs.  Dun  and  Durran,  lorty-six.  23rd,  Mr.  Short, 
eleven;  Mr.  Ralli,  nine;  Dr.  Beale,  twenty-five; 
Messrs.  Don  and  Durran,  twenty-four.  24th,  Mr.  Short, 
twenty-four ; Messrs.  Don  and  Durran,  thirty-three. 
25th,  Mr.  Ralli,  Mr.  E.  and  L Ralli,  six  sea  trout  and 
201b.  lytbo.  27tb,  Mr.  Ralli,  eight  tront  and  one  grilse  ; 
Messrs.  Don  and  Dnrran,  twenty. — W.  W. 

Lairg  (Sutherlandsliire).— S.nce  last  report  the 
following  are  home  of  the  items  of  sport  on  the  various 
waters  : Aug.  16,  Mr.  Beaker,  Loch  Shin,  sixteen  trout; 
Mr.  Thoroughgood,  on  same,  filteen.  Aug.  17,  Mr. 
Thoronghgood,  on  Loch  Beannach,  six.  Aug.  18, 
Messrs.  Thoroughgood  and  Stathan.  on  Loch  Shin,  fifty. 
Aug.  20,  the  same  gentlemen,  on  Loch  Beannach,  ten. 
Aug.  21,  Dr.  Bennet,  on  Loch  Shin,  thirteen.  Aug.  23, 
Messrs.  Thoionghgood  and  Stathan,  on  Loch  Shin, 
twenty-four.  Aug.  24,  the  same  gentlemen,  ten ; Miss 
Lees,  on  Loch  Shin,  eight ; Mr.  Jowers,  on  Loch 
Crakail,  ten.  Aug.  25,  the  same  had  on  same  loch, 
twelve;  General  Stafford,  on  Loch  Beannach,  three. 
Aug.  27,  Mr.  Thoroughgood,  on  Loch  Beannach,  seven  ; 
Mr.  Jowers,  on  Loch  Sum,  7Jlb.  of  trout,  and  ferox  71b. 

Lochboisdale. — Very  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
by  several  aDglers  on  the  hotel  lochs  for  the  week 
ending  Aug.  25.  The  following  are  among  the  most 
successful  anglers:  Col.  Echalaz,  four  days,  seventy- 
seven,  of  57|lb  ; Oapt.  Hibbert,  five  days,  twelve,  of 
191b. ; Dr.  Rjid,  two  days,  fourteen,  of  12Jlb. ; Dr. 
Michie  and  Mr.  Armitage,  four  days,  twenty-five,  of 
331b.  ; Messrs.  Artniiage,  one  day,  three,  of  4jlb.  ; Webb, 
one  day,  four,  of  101b.  ; Moore,  one  day,  three,  of  4Jlb. ; 
Balderston,  two  days,  four,  of  4Jlb.  ; Trollope,  three 
days,  fifteen,  of  1416. ; and  Drummond,  six  dajs,  thirty- 
five,  of  46flb.  The  total  number  of  fish  taken  was  192, 
and  the  we’ght  206|lb. — J.  M. 

Loch  Earn. — On  the  21st  inst.,  Mr.  McGregor 
Mitchell,  fishing  on  Locbearnhead  Hotel  water,  killed 
twenty-three  front ; and  the  23rd,  ten,  weighing  3ib. ; 
on  the  27th,  Messrs.  Allen  and  Wilson  caught  twelve 
fine  tront. — E.  Maisey. 

Loch  Maree  (Kinlochewe  Hotel). — Messrs.  Teffy 
and  Kinntar,  fishing  this  hotel  waters  on  Monday,  the 
20th  ult.,  got  a basket  of  twenty-four  sea  trout,  181b.; 
on  Wednesday,  the  22nd,  eleven  sea  trout,  81b.  ; on  the 
23rd,  nine  sea  trout;  on  the  24th,  thirteen,  91b.  ; on  the 
25th,  fifteen  ; and  on  Monday,  the  27th,  fifteen.  Mr. 
Lumley,  also  fishing  the  same  week,  got  baskess  of  from 
five  to  nine  sea  trout.  The  whole  fishing  for  the  week 
amounting  to  108  sea  trout. — M.  A.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Stenness.' — Capt.  Evans,  at  the  Masons’ 
Arms  Hotel,  Stromness,  fished  the  Loch  of  Stenness 
on  Monday,  the  20  ib,  had  six  trout;  Tuesday,  six; 
Thursday,  five ; Friday,  five.  Colonel  Galoway,  on 
Loch  Twatt,  twelve  trout ; Saturday,  Captain  Evans, 
on  Loch  SteDmss,  six;  Monday,  Captain  Evans,  on 
Loch  Twatt,  forty  trout. — John  Mackay. 

Naver  (Beityliill,  N.B ).  — Last  week  Mrs. 
Stibbard  landed  tive  salmon,  besides  a sea  trout  of  21b.  ; 
Mr.  Mansell  Jones  had  two  salmou  ; Mr.  Stibbard,  one  ; 
Mr.  Meek,  one;  Mr.  P.  H.  Wormald,  two;  and  Mr. 
Oates,  one. — B. 

Overscaig  Lochs. — Capital  sport  is  at  present  being 
got  on  the  neighbouring  lochs,  but  full  details  cannot  be 
given.  Amongst  the  successful  anglers  are  Mr.  F.  H. 
Ensor  and  Miss  Ensor,  Dr.  Hallowes,  Dr.  Dods  and 
Messrs.  Dods,  Mr.  Kirk,  &c.  The  sea  trout  angling  on 
Loch  More  is  exceptionally  good. — B. 

Khiconich  Lochs  —Mr.  Milles,  Mr.  Bateson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Young,  Captain  Kind,  and  others  have  been 
getting  first-rate  sport  in  sea  trout,  grilse,  and  salmon 
angling  on  the  neighbouring  lochs.  One  day,  on  Looh 
Sandwood,  Mr.  Milles  bad  six  sea  trout  aggregating 
201b.,  besides  a grilse  of  6.b.  Mr.  Bateson,  on  Skerrucha, 
had  a good  basket  of  sea  trout.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Last  week  Mr.  Hall  landoda 
salmon  of  141b.  ; Mr.  Lewis  Hall,  three  grilse,  weighing 
71b. , 61b.,  and  61b.  ; Mr.  Shepherd,  one  grilse,  81b.  ; Mr. 
Liddell,  one  of  7|lb.  ; and  Sir  C.  Ross,  ono  of  71b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sport  has  been  very  poor  this 
week  on  all  tho  Border  rivers.  East  winds  have  pre- 
vailed, and  trout  and  herling  have  boon  rising  badly  to 
the  fly.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Mount  Annan, 
killed  a grilso  of  7 Jib. , with  a small  Dun  tront  fly  and 
fine  gut.  On  Saturday,  his  keeper  had  a dozen  herling. 
Capt.  Chichester  had  half  a dozen  herling  in  Mount 
Annan  water,  on  Monday : and  Rov.  J.  C.  Thompson, 
three  herling  and  four  yellow  trout,  all  with  fly.  Iu 
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Hoddam  Castle  water,  the  keeper,  Reid,  had  a grilse 
last  week-end  of  7§lb.  ; and  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  the 
keeper  Dalziel  had  a salmon  of  91b.  The  Nith  and  Ayr- 
shire waters  have  boen  doing  little  or  nothing.  Mr. 
Templeton  had  twenty-eight  yellow  trout  on  Loch  Doon. 
On  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  three  grilse  were 
caught  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  41b.  Trout  fishing  is  about  a 
finish  now  for  the  season.  Anglers  are  looking  out 
their  salmon  flies.— Heatherbell. 

Spey.  — '-iport  improved  somewhat  last  week  On  the 
Aberlour  House  section  on  Wednesday  a grilse  of  51b. 
was  landed,  and  on  this  day  two  grilse,  of  51b.  and  3Jlb., 
and  a salmon  of  9.11b.  ; and  on  the  Aikenway  water  the 
Earl  of  Westmorland  had  a salmon  of  22 Jib.  ; while  on 
the  Eister  Elchies  water  Mr.  Thomas  Godman  had  a 
grilse  of  Gib.,  and  Gen.  Godman  one  of  51b. , and  Mr.  F. 
Godman  a sea  trout  of  31b.  On  the  higher  reaches  there 
has  been  fairly  good  sport.  The  water  has  risen  and 
fallen  in  so  unsettled  a manner  that  a large  number  of 
fish  have  been  carried  up  the  river.  The  net  fishing 
closed  for  this  season  on  this  day  week — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Ssc. — During  the  past  week  we  have  had 
capital  weather  for  the  season,  and  the  rivers  are 
running  in  very  nice  order.  Sport  has  been  very  fair 
during  the  week,  and  some  excellent  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got  in  various  parts  of  the  Tweed  and  Teviot, 
while  on  the  Leader  and  Gala  reports  are  to  the  same 
effect.  On  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Lawson  had  a grilse  of  71b.  On  the  Makerstown 
water  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  last  week  had 
four  fish  and  one  sea  trout.  The  heaviest  takes  of  trout 
have  been  got  in  the  Galashiels  district  of  the  Tweed. 
On  the  Tweed  in  the  Kelso  district  sport  has  not  been 
so  good,  the  baskets  got  av.  raging  about  41b.  This  has 
been  a most  exceptional  year  for  th9  capture  of  large 
common  trout.  — Maxwh eel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.— Sport  very  fair,  also 
weather,  and  waters  suitable. — W.  Black  adder. 

Bann,  Kilrea  (Mercers  Hotel).— Master  Bertie 
M’Calmont,  fishing  one  day  last  week,  caught  7Jlb.  of 
trout,  heaviest  2 Jib.  ; Mr.  Long,  one  salmon,  Gib  ; Mr. 
Martin,  one  salmon,  7Jlb.  ; Mr.  Gilles  caught  71b.  of 
trout,  heaviest  2jlb.  Fish  are  not  taking,  as  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  flax  water  in  the  river.— Robert  Kirk 

Cong  (Lough  Corrib).— For  the  past  ten  days  there 
has  been  very  good  sport  here,  some  large  baskets  being 
made.  The  moHt  successful  anglers  were  Dr.  Snowdon, 
Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Eyre,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Walker. 
Dr.  Snowdon  got  two  nice  brown  trout  weighing  181b., 
and  a pike  181b. — 0.  D. 

Connaught  Rivers.  — The  Corrib  is  in  excellent 
form.  Since  last  report  the  following  have  been  most 
successful:  Dr.  Stewart,  Mr.  H.Tringham,  Dr.  Mitchell, 
Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  Mr.  Walker,  Commander  Law, 
R.N.,  Mr.  Dendrum,  and  Mr.  Duff. — J.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been  well 
maintained.  Baskets  of  two  dozen  trout  (white  and 
brown)  were  common  last  we.-k,  and  one  angler  had  on 
one  day  thirteen  white  and  two  dozen  brown  trout. 

Erne. — The  water  is  at  present  very  low.  Still  the 
sport  improved  a little  during  the  past  week.  The 
following  anglers  were  the  most  successful : — Messrs. 
E.  F.  Green,  T.  Green,  S.  Thomas,  and  Vokins  ; and 
on  the  Marquis  of  Ely’s  water,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mrs. 
Johnston,  and  Captain  Jagoe  had  fair  sport.  Mr.  E.  F. 
Green  had  the  best  bag  for  the  week,  eleven  salmon 
averaging  101b.  each.  The  biggest  fish  for  the  week 
(got  by  Mr.  J.  M.),  weighed  23Jlb. — M.  Rogan. 

Faughan  (Derry). — The  water  is  lower  than  is 
usual  for  this  season  of  the  year,  and  this  keeps  the 
white  trout  confined  to  the  deep  pools  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river  where  they  are  hard  to  get  at.  Three 
salmon  were  captured  during  the  week  and  a number  of 
white  trout,  though  the  latter  did  not  run  to  very  large 
proportions,  being  all  caught  with  the  fly  and  averag- 
ing about  lib.  in  weight.  The  flax  water  will  not  be  all 
gone  for  about  a week.  Brown  trout  are  fairly  plenti- 
ful, but  not  of  a large  size,  nevtr  reaching  more  than 
4oz.  or  5oz. — X. 

Iany  (co.  Kerry). — This  river  has  been  in  good 
order  on  a couple  of  days,  but  only  a few  salmon  have 
been  had.  The  sea  trout  angling  has  been  pretty  good, 
and  on  the  upper  reaches  large  baskets  of  both  white 
and  brown  trout  have  been  had  by  several  gen'lemen. 
Among  the  more  successful  anglers  on  this  water  last 
week  were  Captain  Lewis,  Mr.  Rowe,  Mr.  Wickham, 
and  Mr.  Woods. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Currane  Waterville).— Sport  ha3  b en 
very  slack.  Only  a few  salmon  have  been  had,  and  r,be 
sea  trout  angling  has  shown  but  slight  improvement. 
The  best  baskets  for  the  week  were  one  of  a salmon 
and  four  white  trout  by  Mr.  Mason,  and  tight  white 
trout  by  Mr.  Dowding.  Among  the  more  successful 
anglers  (in  addition  to  those  named)  were  : Colonel 
Rogers,  Major  Cresswell,  Mr.  Rowe,  Major  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Merryweather,  Mr.  Johnson,  Major  Woods,  Captain 
Wickham,  and  Mr.  Smith.  Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout 
are  numerous,  but  the  lake  is  too  high  for  successful 
angling. — T.  J.  Denneht. 

Lougli  Melvin. — Trout  fishing  during  the  past  week 
was  not  up  to  the  average ; still,  some  nice  baskets 
were  taken,  and  Mr.  E.  Colegrave  and  Mr.  F.  H,  Jervis 
killed  several  ferox,  ranging  in  weight  from  71b.  to  141b. 
This  week  is  promising  better. — M.  Rogan. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  ha3  been  first-rate,  especially  on  Coomavohar, 
Loehnabricdarrig,  and  Cummeravanig  lakes.  The  best 
basket  for  the  week  was  one  of  four  dozen  brown  trout. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Fairly  good  sport 
has  been  had  all  through  the  week  with  salmon  and 
grilse.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  had  five  fith  in  two  days,  one 


a 14-pounder;  Mr.  J.  C.  Tumline,  three  fish  one  day, 
largest  151b.  ; Mr.  Hopwood,  eight  fish  in  six  days, 
largest  12Jlb.  River  in  good  form,  and  plenty  of  fish  (no 
nets  to  disturb  them),  but  only  few  rods  out.  Many 
anglers  have  left  the  rod  for  the  gun.  On  the  lower 
or  tidal  portion  of  the  river  some  nice  baskets  of  sea 
trout  arc  got  daily. — Frank  Hearns. 

South  of  Ireland. — In  the  past  week  not  much  was 
done  on  the  Lee  owing  to  the  irregular  weather  and  the 
btate  of  tho  water.  However  there  was  a slight  rise 
recently,  and  a run  of  peal  is  reported.  One  angler  in 
two  evenings  killed  fifty-four  trout,  from  -Jib  to  31b. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — On  the  Mourne,  Roe,  Black- 
water,  Ballinderry,  and  other  Tyrone  waters,  angling 
was  rather  dull  this  week  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather. — J.  A.  B. 


Irpotts  from  Clubs 


Anglers'  Association,  Foresters’  Hall.  — The 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  Sept.  3,  at  8.30. 
— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’ Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — I beg  to  remind  secretaries  and  anglers 
generally,  that  the  return  visit  to  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Angling  Society,  held  at  tbe  Rose  and  Crown,  Lisson- 
street,  Chapel-street,  one  minute’s  walk  from  Edgware- 
road  Station  (Met  ),  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  Sept. 
6 ; this  being  their  first  visit,  and  a very  hard  working 
club  for  onr  district,  I hope  to  see  an  overflowing 
meeting. — J.  Harris.  District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society— Thames  Competi- 
tion,— At  the  usual  meeting  held  on  Aug.  30,  two 
members  were  added  to  the  committee,  Messrs.  Boland 
and  Howard.  The  following  prizes  have  been  pro- 
mised : Allason  United,  prize,  value  <£1  Is.  ; Royal 
George,  prize  ; Mr.  Burnell,  fishing  bag  ; and  Mr.  Weale, 
fishing  box.  A full  meeting  is  requested  for  next  Thurs- 
day, tor  interesting  business. — B.  Abrahams. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton  — Our  members  fished  the  first  roach  and  dace 
competition  of  the  season,  from  Richmond  Lock  to 
Teddington  Lock,  eighteen  members  taking  part.  First 
prize,  silver  cup  ; second,  value  .£1  Is.  ; third,  jack  rod, 
winch  and  line.  The  following  were  the  winners,  Mr. 
L.  Jarvis,  first ; Mr.  T.  P.  South,  second  ; Mr.  S.  Head 
and  Mr.  A.  Longhnrst,  dead  heat  for  third  prize.  After 
tbe  weigh-in,  Mrs.  J.  Brooks  provided  the  members  with 
a leg  ot  mutton  supper,  served  in  a manner  which  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  The  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Hope  ; 
pianist,  Mr.  W.  Gordon. — W.  Howell. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy - place,  Brixton,  S.W.  (President,  Albert 
Che\  alier). — Since  my  last  report  the  following  members 
have  weighed-in : On  the  12th  nit.,  Mr.  F.  Barnes, 
141b.  14oz.  roach  and  bream;  on  tbe  19th,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Bryant,  71b.  7oz.  bream ; Mr.  F.  Barnes,  51b.  loz. 
bream  ; Mr.  Enever,  roach  ; Mr.  Warde,  roach.  On  the 
26th,  Mr.  G.  A.  Cooper,  81b.  12oz.  roaoh  ; and  Mr.  W. 
Warde,  roach.  Our  next  match  is  a roving  one  at 
Pulborough  and  Amberley,  for  three  prizes,  on  Sept.  2, 
and  members  can  go  away  overnight.  Next  Wednesday 
will  be  quarterly  night. — W.  H.  t5. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling-  Society. 
— A full  muster  of  members  was  present  on  the  29th 
nit.,  and  we  elected  two  new  members,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Powell  and  Whitfield.  Oa  Aug.  2G  tbe  following 
weighed-in:  Mes;rs.  Carey,  bream,  &c.,  111b.  Joz. 

(largest  bream,  21b.  Goz).  ; H.  Cnallen,  roacn  and  tench, 
7l b . 5oz.  (largest  roach,  lib.  ljoz).  ; G.  Blades,  roach, 
21b.  2jz.  ; Leslie,  roach,  lib.  8oz.  Several  other  mem- 
bers bad  fish. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-plaee,  Lincoln's  - inn  - fields. — On  Aug.  23  the 
following  weighed  in  : Messrs.  S.  Cutbush,  J.  Drew,  H. 
Seymour,  ana  S.  Masters,  the  latter  winning  Mr.  Cook’s 
two-guinea  priz-1,  gross  weight  tor  August.  Messrs. 
Banks  and  Owen  were  elected  hon.  members.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  members  who  can  possibly  attend  next 
Tuesday  will  do  so;  important. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 
Aug.  2G  we  had  a good  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  dace 
by  Messrs.  Moir,  Hopkins,  and  Harding.  On  Aug.  29 
two  new  members  were  elected.  Our  outing  takes  place 
at  Hatfield  Poverel  on  Sipt.  2.  Train  from  Liverpool- 
street  8.20  a m.  Trap  from  station  to  water  and  back. 
— F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthnr-street,  Battersea. — The  result  of  the 
match  at  Walton  was  as  follows  : — Messrs.  King,  jun., 
first;  Dixon,  second;  G.  Rich,  third.  On  Aug.  27  thirty 
members  and  friends  of  the  Battersea  Friendly  and 
Amicable  Excelsior  sat  down  to  a good  supper  placed 
upon  the  table  by  our  worthy  host.  Some  harmony  fol- 
lowed, and  then  came  the  prizes,  which  were  distributed 
in  the  following  order  of  merit: — Messrs.  Hymes, 
Jenkins,  Hersant,  Jones,  Cooper,  Barraclough,  Turner, 
Thomas,  Bond,  Bailey.  After  the  distribution  harmony 
was  again  the  order.  The  chair  was  ably  occupied  by 
Mr.  G.  Rich,  face!  by  Mr.  Jones.  Pianist,  Mr.  Turff. 
Our  next  match  will  take  place  at  Chertsey  on  Sept.  16. 
Full  particulars  next  week. — J.  Rich. 

Anchor  of  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road. — We  had  a fairly  good  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday, and,  having  discussed  the  answer  received  from 
Mr.  Wheeldon  giving  his  decision  about  his  prize,  it  was 
unanimous'y  agreed  that  a special  meeting  be  called  on 


Wednesday,  Sept.  12,  to  come  to  a decision  what  course 
the  society  shall  adopt  in  this  initter,  waea  1 hope 
members  will  support  tbe  club.  Mr.  Mallett  won  the 
prize  left  over  from  last  match  with  a go  jJ  show  from 
Amberley. — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Anerley  Piscatorial  Society. — Angling  associa- 
tions and  clubs  please  note  that  the  above  society  is  no 
longer  in  existence. — E.  C.  French,  late  sec. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — We  lisa  our  monthly 
prizes  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  Sept.  2.  Mombers  are 
requested  to  meet  on  Saturday  nigBt,  11  p.m.  sharp. 
The  brake  will  start  from  clubhouse  11.30  p.m.  Messrs. 
H.  Ilsleys  and  Waight  were  duly  elected  working 
members  of  this  society.  Messrs.  W.  Ilsleys  and  H. 
Newman  were  proposed  as  working  members. — J.  H. 
Tucker. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack,  Bermondsey-street. — A competition  in  the  Thames 
on  Aug.  26  resulted  as  follows:  W.  Taylor,  lib  5 oz. 
roach,  first;  H.  Patman,  15oz.  roach,  second;  G.  A. 
Payne,  roach  and  dace,  third.  Tbe  next  visit  on  the 
South  London  United  Visiting  List  wdl  be  paid  to  this 
society  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  18,  when  the  company  of 
brother  anglers  from  any  society  will  be  esteemed  a 
favour. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars. — Since  last  report,  Mr. 
Marrigold  weighed-in  a carp  of  4:b.  Joz.  I beg  to  remind 
members  I have  the  photographs  in  hand.  We  have 
made  tao  more  working  members.  I hope  to  see  all 
members  on  Sept.  1 at  our  prize  outing  to  Amberley. — 
J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsoury,  W.C. — YVe  fished 
for  the  remaining  quarterly  prizes  on  Aug.  23,  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  Rich,  first,  51b.  14Joz.,  roach,  dace,  and  perch; 
T.  Davis,  second,  roach  and  dace,  210.  4>z.  ; H.  Davis, 
third,  roach  and  dace,  2lb.  The  following  also  weighed- 
in  : Messrs.  G.  Smith,  Stevens,  C Davis,  Cameron, 
Windsor,  Chart,  and  Thornatt. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Socieoy,  Daiby  Tavern, 
Dalby-street,  Prince  of  Wales’s-roa J,  Kentish  Town. — 
On  Aug.  26,  Mr.  Ward,  jack;  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach  ; Mr. 
Rundell,  dace  aud  roach,  several  specimen  dace  among 
the  take.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Eaglestoue,  trout,  barbel, 
and  perch;  Mr.  Burnmgham,  barbel:  Mr.  Taylor, 
barbel.  Our  next  outing  will  be  held  at  Amberley  ou 
Sept.  16.— J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society. — I omitted  in  my 
report  last  week  mat  Mr.  Avis  weighed-in  a carp  of 
4Jlb.,  the  fish  was  caught  in  thb  Toubridge  waters  and 
is  evidently  one  of  those  put  in  some  time  ago,  it  is  the 
heaviest  fish  known  to  have  been  tikeu  at  Tonbridge. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Gear,  fishing  in  private  water,  in  two  hours 
landed  eight  perch  weighing  121b.,  the  four  heaviest; 
going  a little  over  2lb.  each,  aud  tue  smallest  ljlb. ; 
also  two  carp,  one  3 Jib.  aud  one  4 Jib.  On  Aug.  26,  Mr. 
Cecil  weighed  in  five  bream  (12lb.),  ani  M.\  Ritson  31b. 
of  roach.  On  Aug.  29  Mr.  Brown  weighed-iu  five  bream, 
141b.  (neaviest  31b.  2joz  ).  A spscial  meeting  has  been 
called  for  next  YVednesdiy  to  arrange  a concert  in  aid 
of  the  Preservation  Fund. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — We  fished  a peg-down  match  at  Dagen- 
ham Lake  on  Aug.  26,  only  one  prize  being  taken  by 
J.  Watkins  with  bream.  Other  members  had  fish,  but 
not  the  stipulated  weight.  Mr.  B.  Bissell  weighed-iu 
some  nice  roach  and  bream  from  other  waters.  We  fish 
for  the  remaining  prizes  on  Sept.  2,  roving,  in  any  public 
water;  two  rods  ado  wed.  Mr.  R.  H.  YValden  has  been 
elected  a working  member. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
laud-road,  N.W. — Oa  Aug.  26  only  two  of  our  members 
weighed-iu,  Mr.  Marshall,  roaoh  ; Mr.  Catcher,  bream, 
roach,  and  perch.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Norman  weighed- 
in  a nice  show  of  roach  from  tbe  broads. — E.  T.  White. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society.— Several 
members  of  the  above  fisued  in  the  competition  at 
Langley  on  Aug.  26,  and  three  were  successful,  viz.  : 
Mr.  Samson,  first;  Mr.  Clark,  second;  Mr.  Sheppsrd, 
third.  Q larter  night  next  Wednesday. — E.  YV.  Wood. 

Ceutrai  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— l'he  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  wid  be  held  at  tho 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Cove.it  Garden,  on 
Monday  next.  Sept.  3,  at  9 p.m. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — On  the  26th  ult.,  Mr.  Sharpless  weighed 
roach  3ib.  ljoz.  Our  visit  on  the  27th  was  quite  a 
success;  chair,  Mr.  W.  Stretch;  pianist,  Mr.  Burwash. 
Tnirteen  clubs  responded  to  the  roll.  Some  of  the 
clubs  on  tbe  list  do  not  support  it  as  they  ought  to,  but 
they  take  good  care  to  be  about  when  theirs  follow  on. 
I hope  to  see  every  club  on  the  list  represented  at  the 
Seymour  Brothers,  it  being  their  next  visit. — J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — -The 
members  of  this  society  fished  our  competition  at  Esher 
for  six  prizes,  but  were  not  over  successful.  Prizes  were 
taken  as  follows:  H.  Moore,  first;  G.  T.  Jameson, 
second  ; and  A.  Heyman,  third.  Messrs.  T.  Tringham 
had  91b.  4|oz.,  and  A.  Painter,  41b.  15Joz.  from  other 
waters.  We  made  a new  member  last  week  (Mr.  Win. 
Lee),  and  are  open  to  receive  more. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clarence  Angling  Club,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Harrow- 
road,  W.— Our  meetings  will  take  place  on  the  last 
Wednesday  in  each  month,  instead  of  every  fortnight, 
until  further  notice.  The  secretary  will,  however, 
attend  every  Wednesday  evening,  and  will  be  glad  to 
receive  the  names  of  any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
us.  Mr.  French  had  a nice  show  of  roach  from  tho 
Colne  (301b.),  largest  lib.  12oz.,  and  not  a fish  under 
lib.  Our  water  at  Colnebrook  is  now  rather  weedy, 
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but  arrangements  are  boing  made  to  out  tho  wooJh,  and 
mcinborH  aro  therefore  advised.  for  tbo  present,  to  tako 
with  tliom  a drag. — Harold  French. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting1  List.  A 
visit  on  tho  above  was  paid  to  tho  City  of  London  and 
Rising  Snn  Angling  Sooioty,  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
VV.  Stroteh  in  tho  ohair.  The  following  thirteen  societies 
Hont  reprosontativos,  viz.  : i.'rown  and  Buokland,  City  of 
London  and  Rising  San,  Seymour  Brothers,  Amieablo 
Waltonians,  Islington  Brothers,  Alma,  North  London, 
Camden,  Royal  (ioorge,  St.  Luke’s,  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  Anglers’  Pride,  and  Anchor  and  Hope.  The 
noxt  visit  will  be  to  tho  Seymour  Brothers,  (irafton 
Arms,  ( ! rafton-street,  Tottonham-oourt-road  ; date  lator 
on.  Tho  annual  general  meeting  bo  on  Thursday  noxt, 
Sept.  (!,  at  tho  Middlesex  Arms,  Clorkenwoll-greon,  to 
elect  secretary  and  chairman,  and  other  business,  to 
meet  at  9.15  p.m.  F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Northwold-road,  Stoke 
Newington.  — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Aug.  26,  whon  Mr.  Mallett  saved  tis  from  a blank  with  a 
nice  show  of  roach. — W.  T.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road. — In  our  Langley  competition  only  one  successful. 
Messrs.  E.  Baxter  weighed-in  roach,  J.  Brewster,  chub 
and  roach,  and  T.  Twyman  roach.  The  first  private 
prize  match  (peg-down)  takes  placo  on  Sept.  10,  in  the 
Shovel  Pound  at  West  Drayton ; one  rod  only ; jack, 
gudgeon,  and  bleak  barred.  Go  by  first  train,  or  any 
subsequent  train.  Cease  fishing  at  6 p.m.  I beg  to 
acknowledge  the  sum  of  Is.  from  the  Campbell  United, 
on  behalf  of  the  A.B.  concert. — T.  Twyman. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen 
Tavern,  York-road,  N. —Several  of  our  members  have 
been  out,  the  chief  weighing-in  being  Mr.  Smith,  with 
7, 'jib.  rudd,  several  close  on  lib.  ; Mr.  Parker,  a nice 
show  of  roach  ; Mr.  Ford,  ditto;  Mr.  Mills,  roach  and 
dace.  I hope  members  will  attend  on  Thursday,  as 
I tiave  some  important  news  with  regard  to  the  excur- 
sion which  takes  place  Sept.  15. — W.  J.  Thomas. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — The 
following  members  have  weighed-in  fish  during  August : 
Messrs.  Sherwood,  J.  Dockree,  W.  J.  Long,  W.  Long, 
and  J.  Macdonald.  Several  members  competed  at 
Cheshunt  for  prizes,  but  no  fish  were  taken.  On  Aug. 
22  we  made  four  new  members.  On  Aug.  26  we  had  our 
brake  outing  and  dinner  at  Mr.  Lyndsell’s  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s, which  was  a great  success.  On  Sept.  2 the 
members  will  compete  at  Amberley  for  several  prizes. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Aug.  26  thirteen  of  my 
members  competed  at  Langley  for  six  prizes,  but  we 
were  unable  to  get  them  off,  only  three  being  won  : Mr. 
F.  Baldwin,  first ; R.  Parran,  second  ; F.  Legge,  third. 
The  remainder  will  be  competed  for  on  Sept.  16,  desti- 
nation to  be  settled  on  Tuesday  next. — S.  Malby. 

Sixth  Rye  House  Competition. — Will  members  of 
the  committee  be  kind  enough  to  attend  on  Friday,  the 
11th  of  Sept.,  as  I have  some  very  important  business  to 
bring  forward.  Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  of  3s.  from  the  Good 
Intent,  and  3s.  Campbell  United  on  account  of  the 
seventh  competition.  Secretaries  are  earnestly  requested 
to  send  back  tickets  or  cash  for.  the  sixth  and  seventh 
competitions,  or  I shall  be  compelled  to  publish  the 
names  of  the  clubs  outstanding.—  S Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose 
Green. — We  have  had  some  fine  shows  of  fish  during  the 
past  week.  On  Friday  night  Mr.  Alfd.  Powell,  jun., 
weighed-in  481b.  of  bream  (twenty-five  in  all),  heaviest 
31b. — a very  fine  show ; caught  in  the  River  Ouse  at 
Houghton.  Messrs  Dear,  Venables,  and  Briggs  had 
good  sport  at  Rickmansworth.  Mr.  Poucits,  fishing  at 
Amberley,  had  a good  show  of  roach  and  dace. — H.W.  S. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  the  Eagle,  Chesnut-road, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  have  had  some  very  fair 
sport  during  the  week.  Mr.  T.  Collier,  641b.  bream, 
several  fish  weighing  nearly  4lb.  ; Mr.  Wilson,  a good 
show  of  dace  from  the  Thames  ; Messrs.  Dyer,  Ashmore, 
and  Day,  some  good  takes  of  roach  from  the  Thames  and 
Lea-  Our  next  competition  will  take  place  on  Sept.  16 
for  Mr.  M.  Anesly’s  prize.  A committee  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday  next,  Sept.  4. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — An  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  2 
to  Byfleet.  Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8.40. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.  — On  Aug.  26  Mr.  Killick 
weighed-in  roach  from  the  Lea  (largest  lib.  3Joz.)  ; Mr. 
Phesay  weighed-in  21b.  OJoz. ; Mr.  Eencher,  roach, 
lib.  Ooz.  ; Mr.  Lefever,  12oz. ; Mr.  F.  Masters,  roach, 
31b.  Ooz,  ; Mr.  Knight,  3|oz.  On  Sept.  2 we  fish  at 
Harlow  fnr  the  fortnightly  prize  presented  by  Mr.  A. 
Jones.  Mr.  Cartwright,  on  Monday  night,  weighed-in 
over  201b.  of  roach  (largest  lib.  8oz.). — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  South 
Tottenham. — On  Aug.  26  Mr.  Rage  weighed-ic  a 
fine  roach.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and 
several  more  prizes  were  promised.  Sept.  2 we  have 
a match  for  three  prizes  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  our  next  meeting, 
to  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  .5,  vice-president  Mr. 
C.  M.  Woodford,  who  is  going  to  reside  abroad,  will 
take  a farewell  leave  ot  tho  members.  Since  my  last 
report  W.  Holt  has  weighed-in  181b.  3Joz.  barbel  and 
chub,  largest  barbel  31b.  9',oz.  ; largest  chub  lib.  9oz.— 
E.  W.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate.  On  Aug.  26  Messrs.  Lane 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ; Stanhope,  roach : and 
Head,  roach  and  dace  ; and  on  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Oliver, 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Head  takes  tho  prize  for  the 


largest  roach  taken  during  August.  Mr.  Deller  will 
bo  ballotod  for  next  mooting  night. — Semitic. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — On  the  19th  ult.  tho  following 
weighed-in  fish  from  Amberley  : Mr.  Whitebroad,  71b., 
roaoh  and  dace ; Mr.  Vanhegan,  21b.  roach  and  dace; 
Mr.  Hill,  bream  ; Mr.  Willard,  porch  and  dace.  On  the 
26th,  Mr.  Whitebread,  81b.  2oz. ; Mr.  Vanhegan,  roach 
and  dace. — G.  P. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Eirl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N, — Wo  have  had  rather  Hmall  shows  of  fish  the 
last  two  weeks.  The  two  prizes  we  fished  for  at 
Amberley  wore  won  by  Mr.  G.  Billentync  and  Mr.  C. 
Holmos.  The  four  monthly  prizes  competed  for  at 
tho  Welsh  Harp  were  won  by  Messrs.  Riggs,  Hoggett, 
Payne,  and  Ballard.  We  fish  for  a season  ticket  at  the 
Welsh  Harp  on  Sept.  2 (presented  by  Mr.  Warner).  I 
hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Monday  next,  as  it  will 
bo  quarterly  night — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-stroet. — On  Aug.  26  Mr.  West  showed  some  nice 
bream  ; Mr.  A.  Crow,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Fowler  a capital 
show  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Kennet,  111b.  12oz.,  in 
very  good  condition.  Members  may  pay  contributions 
over  the  bar,  and  enter  them  in  the  bar  book,  up  till 
12.0  p.m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  1,  so  that  they  may  be 
entitled  to  join  in  the  match. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Mr.  D.  Flint 
saved  the  club  from  a blank  on  Aug.  26.  Our  members 
will  fish  for  prizes  at  Cheshunt  on  Sept.  2,  all  start  by 
the  9 o’clock  train. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — On  Aug.  26,  the 
following  weighed  fish  : Mr.  F.  Hudson,  roach,  91b.  4oz. ; 
J.  Grande,  81b.  3oz.  ; W.  Steer,  31b.  3joz. ; and  W. 
Burling,  31b.  3|oz.  We  fish  a peg-down  match  on 
Sept.  16  in  the  canal  at  Slough. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street, — On  Aug.  26  the 
following  members  weighed-in  some  good  roach  and 
bream  from  Pulborough  and  Amberley : A.  Richards, 
101b.  2oz.,  several  roach  over  lib.  each,  two  best 
weighing  lib.  6|oz.  and  lib.  7oz. ; J.  Osborne,  61b.  4oz.  ; 
J.  Cartwright,  31b.  15oz.  ; C.  Large,  31b.  6oz.  ; W.  Mogg, 
21b.  15oz.  from  the  Stort.  H.  Hutching  and  C.  Watling 
also  had  roach. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.  — The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  G.  Girling  on  Tuesday.  The  promised 
paper  by  Mr.  F.  Whiter  was  not  read,  in  consequence  of 
his  absence  from  home.  The  following  fishing  reports 
were  received  : Mr.  Girling  and  Mr.  Tuckley  good  roach 
from  Kelvedon,  also  perch  and  eels,  and  good  trout  and 
perch  from  Cheshire ; Mr.  Foshrooke,  roach  from 
Kingston;  Mr.  Dippie,  roach  from  St.  Margaret's;  Mr. 
Eldred,  about  eighty  good  pollack,  while  staying  at  Deal ; 
Mr.  Gibson,  one  31b.  trout,  and  some  fine  roach  from 
Salisbury  ; Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers,  301b.  roach  and  four 
tench  ; Mr.  J.  Powles-West,  some  very  good  roach  from 
Kelvedon,  and  a quantity  of  small  perch  ; Mr.  Norman, 
good  roach  ; Mr.  F.  James,  481b.  bream,  the  largest 
41b.  4oz.,  from  Tempsford.— James  Tayler. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — A very  large 
muster  of  gentlemen  and  members  attended  our  meeting, 
amongst  the  company  being  several  well  known  anglers, 
viz.,  Messrs.  Barlow,  Malby,  Woodard  (Old  Joe),  Leigh, 
Granfield,  Fortescue,  Applin,  Dennis,  and  several  others. 
Mr.  Bowers,  our  president,  has  been  out  with  Mr. 
Short,  Fortesque,  Leigh,  and  have  brought  to  the  club 
a very  fine  show  of  roach.  Several  other  members  out 
during  week,  and  have  met  with  varied  success.  The 
prizes  have  been  added  to,  several  very  valuable  ones 
being  promised. — H.  Cook. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mowlem- 
street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  Aug.  26, 
Mr.  T.  Thompson,  sen.,  weighed  in  81b.  7oz.  bream; 
Mr.  W.  Thompson,  bream  and  roach;  and  Mr.  J. 
Rively,  roach.  On  Sept.  16  we  fish  for  four  prizes  at 
Cheshunt  ; all  fish  to  weigh  ; one  rod  only.  Our  next 
visit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  11. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Old  Crown, 
Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  outing  and  dinner  at 
Houghton  was  a great  success.  Mr.  Wells  was  a 
capital  chairman,  and  Mr.  Jeffries  vice.  Will  members 
please  attend  a little  more  regularly,  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  be  transacted.  We  fish  a match 
for  prizes  on  Sept.  2 from  Walton  Bridge  to  the  Look. 
Start  at  9 ; cease  at  6. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Hounsiield  Otters,  Cross  Keys,  Lower  Edmonton. 
— -Last  week  we  had  a good  show  of  fish,  the  principal 
contributors  being  Messrs.  J.  Stephens,  roach  and  dace, 
41b.  5oz.  ; S.  Smith,  roaoh  and  bream,  61b.  7oz.  (one  of 
the  former,  lib.  9|oz.)  ; and  F.  S.  Thomas,  roach, 
81b.  7jOz.  Messrs.  H.  Hewett,  F.  Ashwood,  and  S. 
MacDonald  also  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
Onr  next  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  9,  at  the  Fish 
and  Eels,  Hoduesdon,  where  a dinner  will  be  provided 
for  members  and  friends,  and  eight  prizes  will  be 
offered  for  competition  on  the  same  date. — F.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — The  return 
visit  (No.  1.  Eastern  District,  Anglers’  Association)  took 
place  on  Monday  last,  Aug.  27.  G.  H.  Wood,  Esq., 
president,  chairman ; F.  Newton,  Hoxton  Brothers, 
vice-chairman.  Our  spacious  clubroom  was  well  tilled. 
The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  a first-class 
entertainment  : F.  Newton,  Barnos,  Pocock,  Pother, 
W.  Midson,  A.  Walsh,  John  Lear,  C.  Russell,  J.  Biggs, 
Fred  James,  T.  Parker,  Alf  Downs,  and  tbo  veteran 
Jack  Roberts.  Twenty-one  clubs  were  represented. 
It  has  boon  docided  that  our  annual  dinner  is  to  tako 
place  on  Sept.  9,  at  Mr.  Sam  Mead’s,  the  Greyhound, 
Enfield  Lock. — R.  Ghurney. 


Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — 

Aug.  26  was  our  first  blank  this  season.  On  Tues- 
day Mr.  J.  H.  Blockley  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society. — On  the  27th 
inst.,  Mr  Shepard  exhibited  a catch  of  roach  (largest 
lib.  6oz.)  and  dace  taken  from  the  Thames  at  Shep- 
perton.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  applications  for 
membership  from  any  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  service 
of  an  insurance  company  (agents  excepted),  such  appli- 
cations to  be  sent  to  the  secretary  F.  C.  H.  Seyfang, 
Jubilee-terrace,  Broomfield-road,  Chelmsford,  Essex. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Cauonbury-road. — Owing  to  so  much  rain  last  week 
but  few  of  our  members  were  out,  and  had  poor  sport. 
We  met  on  Tuesday,  28th  ult.  (Mr.  Carpenter  in  the 
chair),  when  it  was  arranged  to  have  an  outing  on  Sept. 
30;  place  not  settled  yet  — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— Tnere  are  four 
special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  Sept.  9,  instead  of 
three  as  announced  list  week.  Messrs.  H.  Butt,  G. 
Rogers,  and  J.  Poole  bad  roach  on  Aug.  26.  Mr.  H.  C. 
Wheatley  had  roach  and  dace  on  Aug.  27.  The  result 
of  the  competition  on  Wednesday,  the  29th  ult  , Mr.  H. 
Butt  secured  first  honours,  Mr.  G.  Bliss,  second. — H.  B. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers,  Masons’  Hall  Tavern,  Cole- 
man-street,  E.0.(Mr.  H.  Evens  in  the' chair.  Fishing  re- 
ports were  not  very  numerous  or  very  encouraging.  Mr. 
Bright  had  a pleasant  fishing  holiday  in  North  Wales, 
doing  fairly  well  with  tho  fly  ; Mr.  Gibson,  a 21b.  7oz. 
trout  from  the  Avon  ; Mr.  Evens,  a brace  of  Wandle 
trout.  A collection  for  the  Preservation  Fund  will  be 
made  on  Thursday  next.  Members  unable  to  attend 
are  requested  to  forward  donations  by  postal  order. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 

Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. — Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  barbel  and 
dace,  51b.  12oz.  (one  dace,  lloz.) ; Mr.  Lock,  barbel  and 
bream.  61b.  ; Mr.  Tyler,  barbel,  71b.  12oz.  (largest 
41h.  lOJoz.).  On  Sept.  2 we  have  a competition  at 
West  Drayton  for  three  prizes;  two  rods;  jack  and 
eels  barred.  All  to  go  down  by  the  8.33  from  West- 
bourne  Park,  and  return  to  club-house  together. — 
S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  — On  Aug.  26  the 

members  fished  a match  at  B jurne  End.  Result  as 
follows  : Mr.  Rackham,  first ; Mr.  Clark,  second ; Mr. 
Haytread,  third ; Mr.  Briley,  fourth.  The  following 
also  had  fish  : Messrs.  Nelson,  H.  Barnes,  Cbarteris, 
Jakeman,  Cook,  More,  Hitchius,  White,  Griffiths, 
Biggs.  On  Sept.  10  a smoking  concert  will  take  place 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  H.  Wood,  who  has  been  laid  up 
wuh  a poisoned  foot,  and  now  stands  in  need  of 
assistance.— YV.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— At  our  meeting 
last  week  Mr.  R Wilson  was  elected  captain  of  the  team 
who  fish  against  a team  of  the  St.  Helen’s  Association  in 
the  Lancaster  Canal.  The  fixing  of  the  date  of  the 
outing  to  the  Cheshire  Dee  was  deferred  to  next  meeting. 
There  will  be  two  prizes  for  the  competition  on  the  30th, 
and  the  first  cannot  be  won  by  a less  weight  than  lib.  of 
fish.  It  is  a great  pity  that  aDglers  continue  to  take 
undersized  fish,  but  it  is  likely  that  only  a statutory 
limit  will  put  an  end  to  such  an  unfortunate  tendency. 
— R.  WoolEall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 

The  meeting  on  Monday  last  was  , very  well  attended, 
when  it  was  decided  to  have  a match  on  Sept.  9 on  the 
club’s  water  ; peg  down,  for  four  hours,  from  10  a.m.  to 
2 p.m. ; captain,  Mr.  T.  C.  Segar.  Mr.  J.  Smith  got  a 
splendid  carp,  5jlb.,  from  private  waters. — J.  R. 

Lycknobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — At  the  monthly  meeting  on  Tuesday  morning 
the  arrangements  for  the  peg-down  match  were  settled. 

It  will  take  place  at  St.  Margaret’s  (G  E R ) on  Satur- 
day, Sept.  15,  from  4 to  6 p.m.  Ten  shillings  were  voted 
for  the  Rivers  Preservation  Fund.  On  Aug.  26  Mr. 
Logan  caught  at  Slough  381b.  of  roach  and  121b.  of  tench 
(largest  tench,  lib.  15oz.j,  which  were  duly  weighed-in. 
Mr.  Logan’s  catch  to  date  is  87ib.  lloz. — J.  E.  G. 

Mlldmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — Mr.  H.  Stock- 
dale  had  51b.  of  nice  roach  from  Enfield  Lock  (largest 
going  lib.).  Our  outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel  was 
not  very  successful,  as  tne  fish  were  very  small,  not 
coming  up  to  our  8-mch  standard,  so  that  the  prizes  will 
have  to  be  fished  for  at  a future  date.  I hope  members 
will  attend  on  Tuesday  next. — Jno.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Tne  Mitre,  Kingsgate-street, 
Holborn. — Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Monday 
next,  Sept.  3,  to  settle  some  important  business.  Our 
complimentary  visit  was  held  on  Monday  last,  at  which 
Mr.  J.  Kemble,  of  the  Mitre  Brothers,  was  chairman, 
and  Mr.  Webster,  of  the  Lincoln  Brothers,  vice- 
chairman.  We  bad  members  from  the  Lincoln 
Eustonians,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Great  Northern,  and 
several  other  clubs  in  attendance.  I beg  to  thank  all 
for  their  kindness,  and  am  glad  to  say  we  had  a very 
jovial  evening. — J.  Long. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 

Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  N.— On  Aug.  26  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  had  fish  : Messrs. 
Bygrave,  sen.  and  jun.,  roach  and  dace,  heaviest  fish, 
lib.  6oz.  ; E.  Neville,  perch;  and  C.  Townshend,  perch 
and  dace.  The  two  lattor  were  not  in  time  to  weigh- 
in  thoir  fish.  Wo  have  still  a few  vaoanoies  to  fill 
up  should  any  of  our  friends  wish  to  joiu  us. — J.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-stroet,  Bethnal  Greeu-road. — YVo  fish  a 
peggod-down  match  on  Sept.  2 for  seven  prizes  in  the 
Gull,  Broxbourne.  On  Aug.  26  tho  following  gentlomen 
weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  C.  Dennis,  roacli  and  perch  ; Mr. 
PreHton,  roach  and  dace  ; E.  llrookott,  jun.,  bream  ; H. 
Blaeklodge,  roaoh;  E.  Brockett,  sen.,  rudd. — E.  B. 
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Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — The  matoh  on  the  26th  ult.  was  an 
enjoyable  outing,  but  the  catches  small.  The  winners 
were  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Lewis,  Mackney,  and  Hoyle. 
On  Aug.  28  Mr.  Cartar  had  a jack  of  6j'lb. , and  Mr. 
Thompson  a nice  show  of  roach. — W.  Skeqgs. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Aug.  26.  Messrs.  S.  Silverton 
weighed-in  a fine  show  of  roach  and  dace ; J.  Gay, 
roach  ; T.  Tozer,  roach.  Members  are  to  weigh  their 
fish  at  the  new  quarters  on  Sept.  2,  Mr.  W.  G.  Creasey’s, 
The  Fox,  Russell-street,  Stepney. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Aug.  26  Mr.  C.  Chapman  weighed-in 
about  201b.  of  jack,  largest  nearly  91b.,  and  several  nice 
tench.  Mr.  A.  Chapman,  Dove  Bouffler,  Ben  Forster, 

iand  Harry  Morgan  several  nice  roach,  perch,  tench,  and 
bream.  Prizes  postponed  till  Sept.  9,  when  we  expect 
several  more  to  be  angled  for  at  Amberley  between  the 
Park  Gates  and  Timberley  Bridge,  towpath  side.— W.  E. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Our  next  monthly  com- 
petition will  take  place  on  Sept.  9,  at  Pulborough,  fish 
where  you  like.  Messrs.  Warr  and  Highland  were 
elected  members.  The  following  weighed-in  on  Aug.  26  : 
Messrs.  Nayton,  Utting,  King,  and  Pyne.  Next  Wed- 
nesday being  quarterly  night,  all  members  not  present 
will  be  fined  6d.  according  to  rules. — E.  Pvne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  Aug.  26  a full 
muster  of  members  went  to  Windsor  for  five  prizes,  and 
the  following  members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Phillips,  first ; 
Mr.  Harris,  second  : Mr.  Gates,  third ; Mr.  Bennett, 
fourth.  There  is  still  one  prize  to  be  taken.  I hope  all 
members  will  attend  next  Wednesday,  Sept.  5,  to  settle 
important  business  concerning  all  members. — J.  H. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — On  Aug.  20  we 
had  a very  fine  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Targett  adding  to  his 
previous  catches  161b.  of  barbel  (largest  51b.  9£oz.j.  Mr. 
Brock,  carp  ; Stutford,  roach  and  dace;  Haynes,  roach; 
and  Hayden,  bream,  roach,  and  perch.  Several 
members  took  part  in  the  competition  at  Langley, 
Messrs.  King,  Haynes,  and  Reed  being  successful.  On 
Monday  we  had  "a  very  interesting  report  from  our 
delegates,  and  there  are  two  persons  down  for  election 
on  Monday,  Sept.  3. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials. — Several  members  were  out 
on  the  26th,  but  only  Mr.  Brett  (roach)  and  Mr.  F. 
Coates  (perch)  weighed-in.  It  has  been  decided  that 
we  have  a boundary  match  at  Esher  on  Sept.  16,  for 
four  prizes. — C.  H.  Steer. 

Beading  Wanderers’  Angling  Club.  — The 

members  of  this  club  held  their  annual  competition  on 
Aug.  25  at  Goring,  thirty-five  members  being  "pegged 
down  ” in  the  Grotto  reach.  Referee,  Mr.  J.  Potts. 
First  prize  and  challenge  cup  was  taken  by  Mr.  Millard. 
Mr.  Josey  second  prize  (presented  by  Mr.  George  Gar- 
dener) and  cup  for  best  specimen.  The  following  also 
took  prizes  :— Messrs.  Champion,  Watts,  Aden,  Woodley, 
Searl.Ford,  Brown,  Adams,  and  Vicat. — J.  E.  Wise. 

Bodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kmglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.— With  regard 
to  the  series  of  papers  to  be  read  before  the  Rodney  Pis- 
catorials, at  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  Kinglake- 
street,  and  their  friends  during  the  winter  months,  the 
executive  announce  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  for  the  first,  and 
have  fixed  the  date  for  Tuesday,  Sept.  25 ; and  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews  for  Tuesday,  Oct.  30.  I hope  to  tee  all  our 
club  friends  on  Sept.  25,  to  give  us  a bumper.  We 
fished  our  monthly  outing  at  Amberley  for  four  prizes, 
given  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp.  The  shows  of  fi.-h  were  ail 
small,  but  the  prizes  were  all  taken  as  follows  : Messrs. 
F.  T.  Lamberton,  first,  roach  and  dace;  J.  Regardso, 
second,  roach;  J.  Wigley,  roach,  third;  J.  Davies, 
roach,  fourth.— F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Bose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson-street, 
Edgware-road. — On  Aug.  26  most  of  our  members  were 
out.  Messrs.  Rickwood,  sen.  and  juu.,  showing  some 

{good  bream  and  roach ; Holland,  roach  and  perch  ; 
Huckelstone  and  Payne,  roach,  dace,  and  jack,  too 
late  for  weighing-in.  Messrs.  Briggs  and  Holland  are 
away  having  good  sport  on  the  Ouse.  Our  next  contest 
takes  place  at  Langley  on  Sept.  2.  Our  first  visit  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  6. — A.  G.  Reade. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.— On  Aug.  26  the  following  were  suc- 
cessful, viz.  : Messrs.  Holder,  Harris,  Webber,  Shurey, 
Sartain,  Gibbons,  and  Baimbridge.  Last  meeting  night 
we  elected  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Mr. 
Baimbridge  was  balloted  in  as  a honorary  member,  and 
Mr.  Deyss  was  proposed.  Members  will  oblige  by 
putting  in  an  appearance  to  help  the  new  officers  in  their 
duties.  Return  visit  on  Sept.  13. — -J.  Gibbons. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coburn- road,  Bow. 
— On  Aug.  26  the  following  weigued-in  : Mr.  Sallnow, 
roach  and  perch;  Mr.  J.  Yeo,  roach  and  chub;  Mr. 
Jones,  roach ; Mr.  Alsford,  roach.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  the  4th  inst.,  as  we  have 
some  very  special  business  to  transact.  A smoking 
concert  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  11,  in  aid  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  We  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  members  from  other  clubs. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John’s-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— The  members  of 
this  society  celebrated  their  eighteenth  annual  dinner 
on  Aug.  26,  at  the  King’s  Arms,  Shefford,  Bedfordshire, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  G.  Paterson.  The  large 
company  had  a very  enjoyable  outing,  and  did  full 
justice  to  the  first-class  dinner  provided  by  Mrs.  Elliott; 
uis  lady  superintends  the  cooking,  and  her  charming 
aughters  look  after  your  wants  at  table,  so  that  success 
is  assured.  Any  society  about  to  have  their  annual 
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dinnor  should  try  the  above.  The  Brothers  Paterson 
took  some  really  excellent  photographs  of  the  members 
and  friends,  using  Jonathan  Fallowfield's  apparatus. 
— F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-streot,  Lambeth.— On  the  27th  inst.  Messrs.  T. 
Harmer  and  J.  T.  Wright  had  roach,  dace,  and  rudd 
from  the  Thames.  The  rudd  was  caught  on  a ledger  at 
Staines.  The  puntsmen  say  they  have  not  seen  a rudd 
taken  from  that  water  before. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — We  had  a goodly  attendance 
at  our  last  meeting,  and  made  two  new  members,  and  I 
must  reque-t  all  members  to  show  up  well  during 
September,  as  this  is  the  last  month  to  finish  up  the 
half  year  and  all  arrears  are  wanted  in— see  rule  10. 
The  election  of  officers  takes  place  next  Wednesday. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The 
Grafton  Arms,  72,  Grafton-street.— On  the  19th  ult.  the 
following  members  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Lambert, 

barbel,  31b.  9£oz.  (one  fish),  chub,  lib.  12oz.  (one  fish)  ; 
Feven,  roach  and  dace ; Petrie,  bream  and  roach  ; J . 
Wright,  roach;  Atkins,  roach;  North,  bream,  dace, 
roach.  Also  on  the  26th  ult.,  Messrs.  Petrie,  roach  ; J. 
Wright,  bream,  141b.  9|oz.  (one  fish,  21b.  13foz.)  ; S. 
King,  perch,  21b.  HRoz.  (one  fish,  lib.  7oz.)  ; North, 
roach  and  perch ; and  a visitor  weighed  a bream. 
51b.  2Joz.  ; and  again  on  the  29th  Mr.  Lill  weighed 
roach  and  dace.  Our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell 
List  takes  place  on  the  10th  inst. — C.  B.  Lumley. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Mr.  R.  Thomas 
had  a good  lO^lb.  barbel  and  chub  ; Mr.  Pope,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Davies,  roach  and  dace.  I expect  a big  muster  on 
Sept.  2 to  fish  at  Amberley  in  the  big  competition.  Two 
new  members  nominated  for  election,  which  will  turn 
us  into  the  “ fifties.”— A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road  —On  Aug.  26,  only  four 
members  competed,  and  Mr.  Frost  alone  had  enough  fish 
to  take  a prize.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Dettmer  was  first, 
Mr.  Merrick  second.  We  fish  for  the  outstanding  prize 
on  Sunday  next,  at  Amberley.  Among  a take  of  carp  on 
Aug.  29,  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  had  a handsome  goldfish  of 
7Joz.  On  Aug.  26,  Messrs.  Pyle  and  Dartnall  had  tench 
aDd  bream.  . 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Bermond- 
sey Brothers,  at  the  Woolpacb,  Bermondsey-street,  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  18,  when  I hope  to  see  every  society  on 
the  list  present. — Alfd.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhode- 
well-road,  Stepney.  E .— The  following  members  weighed- 
in  on  Aug  26  : Mr.  Chamberlain,  a splendid  show  of 
roach  ; Mr.  Coombs,  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach  ; and  Mr. 
Huxell,  roach. — G.  Marrows. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road. — Some  of  our  members  have  been  fishing 
Tring  lately,  Mr.  Box  having  a nice  tench  and  perch, 
and  myself  a tench  and  jack  of  3jlb.  Mr.  Mills  had 
nine  roach,  weighing  over  111b.,  and  a friend  with  him 
also  some  very  nice  roach.— Thos.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers  (Deptford),  Druid’s  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway. — Several  members  of  the  above 
were  out  on  Aug.  26,  with  the  following  result  : Messrs. 
H.  Fennell,  roach;  W.  Windred,  roach;  J.  Oakley, 
roach;  E.  Skeates,  roach;  A.  Venn,  roach;  other 
members  were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks.  We  fish 
a pegged-down  match  on  Sept.  9,  in  the  Langford  Hall 
water,  for  several  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxball  Cross. — Our  members  were  out  in  full  force  on 
Aug.  26;  the  following  weighed  in  : Mr.  Birch,  roach, 
dace,  and  bream;  Mr.  Betts,  bream;  Mr.  H.  Pain, 
bream.  The  two  former  were  the  winners  of  the  prizes 
left  over  from  our  match.  We  had  a good  meeting  on 
the  28th,  Mr.  Howson  in  the  chair  ; the  previous  week’s 
minutes  were  read  and  confirmed.  Several  of  our 
members  fish  in  the  match  on  Sept.  2. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On 
Aug.  26  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  W.  Davis, 
Coomber,  Hoad,  Harvey,  W.  Byers,  and  Fraser.  The 
heaviest  roach  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  W.  Davis,  lib.  loz. 
in  weight.  We  made  four  new  members  at  our  last 
meeting.  The  special  general  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Thursday  next  at  8 30. — J.  S. 

Walworth  Waltonian3  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.  — It  has  been  decided 
to  fish  a pegged-down  match  at  Tonbridge  for  seven 
prizes  on  Sept.  2 ; £2  2s.,  AT  Is.,  £\  Is.,  value  12s.  6d. 
given,  10s.  6d.,  pair  of  fishing  boots,  and  cash  10s.  6d.  ; 
meet  at  London  Bridge  Station,  S.E.R.,  to  catch  the 
7.13  a.m.  train.  (Ask  for  excursion  ticket.)  Messrs. 
Bayley  and  Hibble  will  peg  out  the  swims.  Mr.  R. 
Catford  was  elected  a member.  Members  of  the  Pixie 
Brothers  are  invited. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— The  next  competition 
will  take  place  on  Sept.  2,  in  the  Langley  and  Slough 
Canal,  from  the  basin  to  the  second  bridge  ; two  rods 
allowed  ; all  fish  to  weigh.  Train  from  Walworth-road 
at  8.13.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  meeting 
night,  and  I hope  all  members  will  attend  and  clear  the 
books. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers  Arms, 
Arliugton-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  26th  inst., 
the  following  members  had  fish— Mr.  Burton,  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Richards,  roach.  The  next  return  visit  in 
the  No.  2 Eastern  District,  will  take  place  at  the  above 
society,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  5,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  our  own  members  as  well  as  friends. 


West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horsos,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  wore 
out  on  Aug.  26,  when  the  following  weighed-ia  fish : 
Messrs.  F.  Homer,  J.  Newton,  H.  Mills,  T.  K'nny,  and 
Vail. — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Aug.  2 last, 
several  members  went  down  to  Esher  to  fish  off  four 
club  prizes,  but  only  two  were  taken:  Mr.  Bean,  first; 
Mr.  Wheeler,  second.  On  Tuesday,  after  the  usual 
business,  several  private  prizes  were  promised. — J.  G. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead.— We  fished  our  match  at 
Wateringbury  on  the  26th  inst  in  glorious  weather,  and 
the  only  thing  wrong  was  the  water,  the  pea-soup 
condition  proving  very  unfavourable  for  good  takes. 
Twenty-four  members  were  out,  with  the  following 
result  —Messrs.  Glasson,  21b.  2oz. ; Court,  14joz.  ; 
Scarborough,  13oz. ; Hicks,  5jOz.  ; Court,  4oz.  ; Brinton, 
3£oz. ; Glasson,  3oz.  ; Grim  wood,  2 , o/.. ; E.  Matthews,  2oz. ; 
Jordan,  lfoz.  Mr.  ICimber  also  weighed-in  for  the 
match.  Messrs.  Hook  and  Holloway  weighed-in  bream 
and  roach,  but  were  not  in  the  match.— P.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde 
Three  Colts,  Old  Ford-road.— We  compete  for  prizes  on 
Sept.  2,  members  to  go  by  any  train  after  4 p.m.  on 
Saturday,  to  fish  in  any  water.  Mr.  Davis  was  made  a 
working  member  last  Thursday. — C.  Toye. 


ELDRIDGE’S  EXCURSIONS. 

An  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting  from  Amber- 
ley) will  take  place  on  Sept.  2 for  the  following  valuable 
prizes:  1st  prize,  <£2 ; 2nd  prize,  A1  10s.;  3rd  prize, 
£1  ; 4th  prize,  14s.  : 5th  prize,  11s.  ; 6th  prize,  10s.  6d.  ; 
7th  prize,  10s.  6d.  ; 8th  prize,  10s.  ; 9th  prize,  10s. ; 10th 
prize,  10s.  ; 11th  prize  (specimen  roach),  10s.  6d.  ; 12tb 
prize  (specimen  bream),  umbrella.  Entrance  fee  6d., 
which  will  be  added  to  the  prizes.  All  to  start  on 
the  morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred  ; Thames  measure.  No 
one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent. One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

Weighing  to  commence  at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be 
received  after  4.30  sharp.  All  prizes  will  be  paid  to  the 
successful  competitors  immediately  after  weighing-in. 

Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  1. 

The  first  train  will  leave  London  Bridge  Station  at 
6.45,  and  the  second  at  6.55  a.m. 


MR.  LANG’S  LAST. 

The  following  is  a true  fishing  story.  I was  angling 
in  the  Test,  where  trout  are  educated.  I caught  one. 
There  is  no  corroborative  evidence,  for  I was  alone. 
Not  being  bothered  with  a basket,  I put  him  back  again, 
taking  the  hook  tenderly  out  of  his  mouth.  I then  took 
up  my  rod,  but  the  line  somehow  had  got  hitched,  as  I 
thought,  in  a weed  up-stream.  I jerked  at  it,  could  not 
get  it  clear,  and  found  that,  when  I dropped  it  in  the 
water  at  my  feet,  it  had  caught  another  trout,  a bigger 
one,  and  he  had  gone  up-stream.  So  innocent  are  trout, 
now  and  then,  even  in  the  Test. — Mr.  Andrew  Lang, 
in  Longman ’s  Magazine. 


A FISH  DROWNS  AN  EAGLE. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Octoraro  creek,  four  miles  above 
Fort  Deposit,  is  a bed  of  gravel,  where  shad,  rock,  and 
herring  go  to  spawn.  In  the  spring  and  early  summer 
large  schools  of  fish  go  to  this  locality,  and  bald  and 
gray  eagles  flock  to  the  vicinity  for  the  purpose  of 
preying  upon  them.  The  water  on  the  Cecil  county 
side  is  about  ten  feet  deep,  and  being  clear  the  fish  are 
readily  seen  by  their  winged  enemies.  A grey  eagle  saw 
a rock  fish  in  the  water  and  pouncod  upon  him,  sinking 
his  talons  deep  into  the  sides  of  the  fish.  When  the 
bird  attempted  to  rise  he  found  the  load  more  than  he 
could  carry.  He  could  not  release  his  hold  eituer. 
Finally,  he  was  dragged  under  the  water  and  drowned. 
’The  current  carried  the  eagle  and  the  fish  into  a fish  pot, 
where  the  bodies  were  found,  with  the  hold  of  the  eagle 
unrelaxed.  The  fish  weighed  sixteen  pounds  and  the 
bird  measured  six  feet  from  tip  to  tip  of  the  wing. 


Messrs.  Cassell  & Co.  have  made  arrangements  to 
publish  a serial  issue,  in  sixpenny  monthly  parts,  of 
“The  Universal  Atlas,”  which  has  117  pages  of  maps 
and  an  index  to  125,000  names.  The  first  part  will 
appear  simultaneously  with  “The  Popular  Educator 
on  Sept.  25. 

A line  of  employment,  quite  pleasant  these  days, 
When  the  skies  are  so  blue,  and  the  soft,  gentle  rays 
Of  the  sunshine  in  springtime  gets  into  the  soul, 

Is  a fish  line  connecting  a hook  and  a pole. 

A man  may  be  great  by  chance,  but  never  wise  and 
good  without  taking  pains  for  it. 


Too  much  stress  cannot  bo  laid  on  the  fact  that  in  the  whirl  of 
unnatural  excitement,  and  in  the  struggle  for  existence  in  this 
generation,  no  attention  whatever  is  vouchsafed  to  the  most 
ordinary  rules  of  health.  When  the  muscles  become  relaxed,  the 
nerves  over-sensitive  and  delicately  strung,  and  the  brain  wearies 
at  the  slightest  task,  these  symptoms  are  part  of  Nature  s warning 
that  the  delicate  organism  of  the  human  frame  is  out  ot  gear.  V1 
most  eases  a gentle  stimulant,  and  mild  restorative  is  all  that  is 
required  to  impart  fresh  vitality  to  the  jaded  nerves,  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that,  i few  doses  of  B olio  way’s  Pills  work  wonders 
and  restore  the  lost  t.n  of  the  nervous  system. 
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Jlttfllinfl  3fi*lurcs. 

September  2.  

Albert  Biseatorials  : Match  at  Amborloy. 

Amioablo  Brothers  : Prize  match  at  Hatfiold  Povorol. 
Anglers’  Pride:  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Blaokfriars:  Outing  to  Amborloy. 

Brunswick  Brothers:  Prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buokland  : Matoh  at  Amborloy. 

Earlsfield  : Matoh  at  Byfleet. 

Enterprise  : Prize  outing. 

Enterprise  Rovers:  Matoh  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Golden  Barbel  : Outing. 

Good  Intent:  Match  at  Cboshunt. 

Globo  : Match  at  Wolsh  Ham. 

Queen’s:  Outing  to  Harefiold. 

Walthamstow  Brothers:  Matoh  at  Dagenham. 
Waltonian  : Prize  matoh  at  Langloy. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Outing. 

Wellington  : Matoh  at  Langley. 

Yo  Oldo  Throo  Colts  : Prize  outing. 

September  3. 

Central  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

September  5. 

Wenlock  : Visit. 

September  6. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Visit. 

Sept.  9. — Battersea  Friendly : Match  at  Yalding. 

,,  9. — Hounsfield  Otters  : Match  at  Hoddesdon. 

it  9. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner, 

it  9. — Izaak  Walton  : Competition. 

,,  9. — Liverpool  East  End  : Match, 

tt  9. — Phoenix  : Match  at  Amberley. 

tt  9. — Pixie  : Match  at  Pulborougb. 

it  9. — United  Brothers : Match  at  Langley, 

it  10. — Lincoln  : Benefit  concert, 
it  10. — Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 
t>  11. — Gresham  : Casting  tournament. 

,,  11. — Royal  Oak  : Smoking  concert, 

it  12. — Wenlock  : Visit, 
it  13. — Roval  George  : Visit. 

it  15. — Bolton  District  Anglers’  Association  : Chal- 
lenge cup  competition. 

it  15. — Lychnobite  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

it  16. — Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Chertsey. 

it  16. — Bostonian  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

ii  16  — Dalston  : Competition. 

ii  16. — Eagle  : Prize  outing. 

it  16. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Slough. 

ii  16. — Havelock  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

n 16. — Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Esher. 

ii  18. — Bermondsey  Brothers  : Visit. 

ii  25. — Enterprise  : Match  at  Harlow. 

ii  25.  Rodney  : Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

,,  30. — Islington  Brothers  : Outing. 


gofftttgs  bp  tfye  pap. 

Mr.  Ghurnet,  secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Association, 
begs  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  three 
valuable  and  useful  nets,  presented  to  the  association 
by  J.  W.  R.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  the  Grange  Angling 
Society.  He  also  announces  that,  through  the  kindness 
of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a private  lake 
belonging  to  a gentleman  at  Keston,  in  Kent,  will  be 
netted  on  Wednesday  next,  and  the  fish  transferred  to 
the  River  Lea. 

******* 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a circular  issued  by 
the  joint  secretaries  of  the  London  Angling  Associations  : 
“ We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  current 
year’s  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Rivers  Restocking 
and  Preservation  Fund  is  to  be  made  during  the  first 
week  in  September.  The  fund  is  the  outcome  of  an 
organised  attempt  on  the  part  of  all  the  London  anglers 
to  institute  an  annual  subscription  in  aid  of  the  societies 
protecting  the  rivers  they  chiefly  fish — every  penny  of 
the  sum  collected  being  exclusively  devoted  to  that  pur- 
pose without  cost  or  deduction  of  any  kind.  The  amount 
collected  last  year  was  considerably  below  that  of  the 
year  before,  and  the  committee  consequently  appeal  to 
the  clubs  in  general  to  make  an  effort  to  aid  more  largely 
in  a work  that  is  obviously  for  the  benefit  of  all  anglers. 
Almost  the  entire  sum  awarded  last  year  was  expended 
in  restocking  purposes,  and  the  various  associations  to 
whom  grants  were  made  have  in  each  instance  expressed 
their  warmest  thanks  for  the  aid  afforded.”  [If  every 
angler  affiliated  to  the  two  London  associations  will  each 
give  a penny  (only  a penny),  at  least  ,£50  should  be  col- 
lected the  first  day  !] 

******  * 

Mr.  A.  Durrant  has  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years  as  secretary  to  the  Ealing  Angling  Society, 
held  at  tho  Red  Lion  Hotel  (host,  t(  George  ” King), 
lo  commemorate  the  event,  and  as  a “ mark  of  esteem 
for  past  services,”  a handsome  marble  clock  was  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Aug.  29,  presented  to  Secretary 
Durrant  by  his  brother  members.  Between  the  songs 
and  toasts  and  speeches  the  presentation  was  made, 
when  seven-year-old  Hon.  Sec.  Durrant  “ suitably  re- 
plied. Altogether  a very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
* * * * * * * 
Writing  from  tho  Bell  Hotel,  Hampton,  Mr. 
Cecil  Parsons  says : “ Early  this  week  Mr.  F.  M 
Jefferson  and  myself  got  401b.  of  bream,  roach.’  and 
dace.  We  commenced  fishing  at  5 a.m.,  and  concluded 
ar  7.30  p m.  ‘ Spriggie  ’ Cox  was  with  us.  The  largest 
of  the  bream  was  31b.,  and  these  fi»h  weighed  some  251b. 
the  greater  portion  of  them  being  hooked  in  the  first  two 
hours.  ‘ Spriggie  ’ got  201b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream 
on  Monday  fishing  with  his  s a.” 


Wk  are  now  into  the  “ embers.”  To-day  (Saturday) 
is  the  first  of  them.  Tho  poor  partridges  will  know  the 
day  of  tho  month  all  too  soon.  But  I am  quite  content 
to  eat  them.  Partridge  shooting  is  too  expensive  a 
pastime  for  “Dragnet.”  But  with  tho  advent  of  St. 
Partridge  comes,  to  my  way  of  thinking,  tho  most 
delightful  month  in  tho  whole  year  for  fishing.  Not  too 
hot— nor  too  cold,  nor  too  anything.  This  being  thus, 
it  may  bo  gratifying  to  many  of  my  readers  to  know 
that  if  they  are  in  any  way  connected  with  a member 
of  the  printing  profession  (yes,  it  is  a “ profession,” 
and  a limited  number  of  them  know  how  to  spell  Scotch 
lakes,  Wolsh  proper  (?)  names,  and  London  anglers’ 
takes  of  fish)  I say  if  you  know  Mr.  .7.  Dewar,  secre- 
tary of  the  Superannuation  Fund,  Printer’s  Hall,  Bart- 
lott’s-passage,  you  will  find  out  how  that  up-to-date  and 
progressive  railway  company  (the  G.E.R.)  has  arranged 
to  convey  passengers  to  Yarmouth  and  back  for  eight 
days  for  5s.  ; children  under  16  half  fares.  They  may 
leave  London  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9,  at  8.15  am.,  and 
return  from  Yarmouth  at  7 p.m  ; or  they  mav  go  by 
the  6.45,  8.25,  or  3.15  p.m.,  on  Saturday,  Sept.  8 (other 
days  by  ordinary  train),  returning  any  day  they  like  up 
to  the  15th.  Any  angler  (not  necessarily  a printer)  may 
avail  himself  of  this  nineteenth-century  privilege. 

* * * * * « * 

An  elaborately  printed  menu  reminds  me  of  the 
eighteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  “ St.  John’s.”  The 
venn  was  the  King’s  Arms,  Sbefford.  Mrs.  Elliott,  the 
hostess,  deserved  and  received  the  thanks  of  all  who 
participated  in  the  good  things  she  bad  provided. 
President  Patterson  and  Secretary  Thorling  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  the  success  which  appears  to  be 
attending  their  society. 

* * * • * * * 
Feasting— not  fishing— was  the  order  of  the  day; 
but  the  Ivel  contains  (so  I am  told)  trout,  dace,  chub, 
jack,  and  roach.  Permits  can  be  got  on  the  private' 
waters  by  asking  the  owners.  Mrs.  Elliott  will  send  a 
trap  to  meet  you,  as  Arlesey  Station  is  three  and  a 
half  miles  from  Shefford.  When  at  Blunham  she  was 
patronised  by  a great  many  noted  anglers — Mr.  A. 
Jardine,  Mr.  Tom  Keble,  and  Mr.  G.  Reeves  among  the 
number. 

******* 

I shall  not  sav  how  many  fish  are  to  be  taken  in  a 
couple  of  hours’  fishing,  but  the  following  is  a truthful 
report  of  one  who  has  tried  the  King's  Arms  : “Beds 
good  and  clean — food  good  and  cheap.  For  our  break- 
fast we  had  boiled  and  fried  eggs,  bacon,  tomatoes, 
stewed  mushrooms,  cold  roast  beef,  bread  and  butter, 
tea  or  coffee  ad  lib.  Price  one  shilling.” 

****** 

One  day  we  went  fishing 
Where  the  waters  whirl ; 

Molly  used  a smile  for  bait 
And  caught  me  with  a curl. 

A lovely,  golden  line  it  was, 

That  never  fished  in  vain ; 

And  I’m  so  tangled  up  in  it, 

She  cannot  fish  again  ! 

* ****** 

Mr.  Eastman,  who  is  at  present  staying  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Wetheral,  Carlisle,  caught  a salmon  on  Thursday 
weighing  15 Jib.  (the  first  this  autumn),  in  the  water 
attached  to  the  hotel. 

* * * * * * * 

On  Thursday,  Aug.  30,  as  Lieut.  Nadin  and  his  wife 
and  friends  were  boating  at  Surbiton  (close  to  Raven’s 
Eyot),  a barbel,  which  weighed  lib.  8oz.,  “jumped  into  the 
boat,  striking  a young  lady  sitting  in  the  bow.  The  fish 
was  retained,  and  was  a well-shaped  one.”  [Was  it? 

It  may  have  been  well-shaped,  but  certainly  not  well- 
behaved.  Fancy  striking  a young  lady  ! There  is  one 
good  point  in  its  favour— it  was  in  the  bow  (not  on  the 
brow).  This  is  not  an  “arbitrary”  story,  but  simple 
fact,  which  can  be  verified  by  Mr.  R.  E.  Dunton,  of 
Turk’s  Boat-house,  Kingston.] 

* * * * * * * 

The  secretary  of  the  Park  Angling  Society  (Totten- 
ham) says  the  water  is  to  be  drawn  between  Page  Lock 
and  Tottenham  Lock,  and  asks  for  help  by  all  interested 
in  trying  to  keep  the  fish  from  getting  away. 

******* 

The  Rodney  Piscatorials  are  taking  Time  by  the 
forelock.  A concert  and  reading  is  announced  to  take 
place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Tuesday  evening,  Sept.  25. 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  be  the  reader. 

******* 

Some  excellent  fishing  is  obtainable  in  the  Dovey,  and 
large  numbers  of  gentlemen  are  staying  in  the  town  and 
district,  spending  their  holidays  in  thrashing  its  waters. 
The  takes  have  been  heavy,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been 
captured. 

******* 

Mr.  Henry  Hardeman,  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  Tenbury 
Wells,  Worcestershire,  writes  to  say  that  “ several  good 
trout  were  taken  last  Monday,  some  of  2 Jib.  weight.” 
******* 

While  the  salmon  fishers  employed  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  were  engaged  in  prosecuting  their 
calling  with  a drag-net  on  tho  River  Spey  recently  above 
the  bridge  at  Foohabers,  they  were  successful  in  landing 
what  has  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  tho 
largest,  fish  that  has  been  taken  out  of  that  river.  It 
weigbod  exactly  601b.,  and  was  4ft.  4£in.  long.  Its  girth 
about  the  shoulder  was  2ft.  4Jin.,  and  just  above  the  tail 
it  measurod  about  lOin.  round.  Never  in  the  memory  of 
tho  oldest  fishermen — some  of  whose  experience  extends 
over  forty  years — has  a fish  of  this  size  been  landed  in 
the  distriot.  Many  of  them,  however,  say  that  they 
have  several  timos  met  with  salmon  over  501b. 
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A Salmon  weighing  571b.  waH  taken  in  the  Namsen 
river  at  Gartland,  by  Mr.  Montague  Guest,  who  for 
several  years  has  visited  Namdalen,  and  also  purchased 
a property  in  that  district.  Some  idea  of  the  size  of  the 
salmon  may  bo  gained  from  tho  fact  that,  when  the 
head  of  the  fish  was  fastened  to  a pole  carried  on  the 
shoulders  of  two  tall  men,  the  tail  reached  to  the 
ground. 

• •*••#• 

' To  take  a salmon  from  the  linn  is  no  sin,”  according 
to  the  Highland  code  of  morals,  says  the  Glasgow 
hveniug  News,  and  perhaps  some  such  sentiment  anima- 
ted Sir  John  Thomson,  tho  Canadian  Prime  Minister, 
who  has  been  following  the  gentle  art  of  Izauk  Walton, 
not  legally,  but  too  well.  It  was  not  salmon  in  Sir 
John  s case,  but  basa,  and  by  capturing  and  landing 
twenty-seven  bass  in  two  hours  be  contravened  the 
Ontario  Fisheries  Act,  which  limits  the  visitor’s  basket 
to  one  dozen  a day.  The  penalty  is  not  less  than  10 
dole.,  or  more  than  30  dole.,  with  imprisonment  in 
default.  It  is  probable  that  the  Premier  will  pay,  for 
the  fun  of  catching  the  bass  is  cheap  at  the  money. 

* * * * * * * 
Flanders  Weir  Fishery,  Chingeord,  is  now  open 
to  subscribers  at  one  guinea  each.  It  has  not  been 
fished  for  nearly  a year. 

******* 

To  preserve  fresh  fish,  writes  Mr.  J.  Lawrence- 
Hamilton,  M.R.C.S.,  free  it  from  moisture  and  bacteria. 
Kill  as  quickly  as  possible.  Where  practicable,  all 
fish  immediately  on  capture,  prior  to  the  coagu- 
lation of  the  blood,  should  be  gashed  under  the  head 
just  behind  the  gills,  the  usual  situation  of  the  heart 
in  most  fishes,  or  else  above  the  tail,  which  has 
been  the  practice  from  time  immemorial  in  Scandinavia 
and  in  Holland.  Compared  with  land  animals,  fish  have 
but  very  little  blood  to  lose,  and  hence  fish,  on  being  bled, 
become  at  once  faint,  which  rapidly  passes  into  insensi- 
bility. Next  speedily  put  the  fish,  so  as  to  remove  its 
entrails,  including  the  liver  and  roe.  In  big  valuable  fish 
like  the  salmon,  it  should  also  be  pithed  by  exposing 
and  removing  with  a gutting-knife  the  comparatively 
diminutive  brain — a characteristic  of  all  fishes — and  then 
push  a copper  wire  into  its  spinal  canal,  so  as  to  break 
up  the  substance  of  the  spinal  marrow.  Removing  its 
brain  abolishes  sensation  and  volition,  whilst  destroying 
the  spinal  marrow  arrests  all  muscular  movements. 
Finally,  thoroughly  clean  each  fish  inside  and  outside 
with  abundant  washing  in  clean  fresh-flowing  water,  sea- 
water being  for  every  class  of  fish  better  than  spring- 
water.  Though  gutted  fish  keep  better  and  longer  by 
the  putting  of  salt  or  brine  into  the  cavity  of  the  body, 
peat  moss  is  recommended  as  being  cheaper  and  much 
more  effective.  As  peat  moss  is  universally  abundant 
in  Ireland,  its  fishermen  should  use  it  freely. 

******* 
“Experiences,”  “Chestnuts,”  “ Jaw-breakera,” 
“Incidents,”  ‘[Stories”  (sometimes  “ Lies  ”),  “Inven- 
tions,” “Exploits,”  “ Yarns,”  &c.,  &c  , are  the  titles 
accorded  to  the  “ narrations  ” of  truthful  anglers— good 
and  true,  and  gentle.  We  are  all  tolerably  well  used  to 
them.  In  the  “ Merchant  of  Venice,”  one  of  the 
characters  (I  don’t  quite  remember  whether  it  was 
Bassanio  or  Portia),  says:  “I  thank  thee,  Jew,  for 
teaching  me  that  word.”  What  word?  Well,  I must 
not  be  too  arbitrary . 

******* 

The  next  arbitrary  story  I have  to  tell  (says  Lieut.- 
Col.  Andrew  Haggard,  D.S.O.,inthe  Man  of  the  World), 
is  an  incident  which  occurred  when  salmon  fishing  in 
the  North  of  Norway  in  1890.  My  brother  Rider  and  I 
were  staying  at  a little  farmhouse  called  Jomfruremen, 
and  were  fishing  a beautiful  and  wide  salmon  river  which 
flows  past  it.  One  day  we  were  hard  at  work  in  a heavy 
rapid  at  the  tail  of  a pool  called  the  Telegraph  pool. 
While  I was  casting  from  a rock  on  one  side  my  brother 
was  similarly  occupied  and  wading  down  in  the  side  of 
the  rapid  at  the  other.  Suddenly  above  the  roar  of  the 
rapid  I heard  the  most  fiendish  yells  from  the  opposite 
shore.  My  first  idea  was  that  my  brother  was  swept  off 
his  legs,  my  second,  that  he  was  fast  in  a fish.  But  on 
looking,  I perceived  that  both  ideas  were  wrong.  He 
was  still  standing  firmly  enough  in  water,  about  knee 
deep,  but  instead  of  seeing  the  welcome  bend  of  the  rod 
and  the  strain  of  the  line  that  betokens  the  joyous 
moment  when  one  is  in  a fish,  lo  and  behold ! he  was 
waving  his  twenty-foot  salmon  rod  most  frantically,  and 
casting  his  line  repeatedly  into  the  heaviest  part  of  the 
current  with  such  rapidity  that  he  might  have  been 
beating  a recalcitrant  mule  with  a whip.  Was  he  mad  ? 
******* 

I could  not  dream  what  he  was  about.  Suddenly  I 
heard  another  yell— this  time  it  sounded  like  a paoan  of 
triumph,  and  the  violent  casting  process  ceased.  Now 
he  commenced  gradually  winding  up  his  line  and 
cautiously  pulling  it  in.  Still,  I could  see  nothing 
coming  in  upon  it ; I could  not  make  it  out  at  all.  At 
last  I saw  him  bend  down  and  pick  up  something  out  of 
the  water  on  the  end  of  the  line.  Then  he  executed  a war 
dance  in  the  water,  as  a pantomimic  expression  of  great 
joy,  for  t he  roar  of  the  water  was  too  great  for  me  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  Fay,  and  held  up  to  mo  in  triumph — his 
pipe  ! It  had  fallen  out  of  his  mouth,  and  was  being 
rapidly  whirled  away  when,  by  a dexterous  cast,  he  had 
struck  it  with  the  line  just  above  the  fly.  The  fly  had 
whipped  round  it,  and  tho  bend  of  the  hook  catching  on 
to  the  line,  it  had  run  up  tight,  like  a slip  knot,  and 
enabled  him  to  rescue  it  from  a watery  grave.  It  was 
the  onlv  pipe  ho  had  with  him  in  Norway,  so  this  feat, 
which  I believo  to  be  without  parallel  in  tho  annals  of 
fishing,  was  worth  commemorating,  even  in  a war  osikc, 
as  it  is  also  worthy  of  commemoration  now  among  t ese 
arbitrary  stories.  Dragnet. 
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HERCULES”  GUT  CASTS, 

FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT. 

We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  and  softness  is  so  greatly 
increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least. 

It  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength,  but  also  durability , as  the  Preparation 
protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 


Trade  Mark. 

The  " Field. ” — “We  have  made  experiments  with 
pieces  of  this  gut,  and  were  able  to  fasten  eyed  hooks  to 
a strand  without  the  necessity  of  wetting  it  previously. 
This,  of  oourse,  is  an  enormous  gain.  The  pliability  and 
softness  of  the  gut  under  this  special  preparation  is  a 
fact  obvious  to  anyone  who  sees  and  handles  it,  and  to 
be  able  to  knot  on  a fly  with  gut  that  has  not  been 
previously  wetted  without  cracking  it,  is  very  strong 
evidence  in  its  favour.  It  seems  to  be  not  only  a real 
novelty,  but  a very  important  invention.” 

The  “Angler.” — “We  have  carefully  examined 


ESS  NOTICES 

the  knots  in  a dozen  ‘ Hercules  ’ Casts  sent  to  us  by 
Messrs.  S.  Alloock  and  Co.,  and  cannot  find  the  faintest 
mark  caused  by  tying.  The  gut  i3  much  more  flexible 
than  under  ordinary  conditions.  It  feels  between  the 
finger  and  thumb  like  a good  round  hair.  Anglers  know 
the  soft  feel  of  hair.  The  gut  in  these  casts  approaches 
hair  in  consistency,  so  that  the  claim  of  flexibility  is  all 
right.  The  casts  are  perfect  at  the  knots,  and  in  no  case 
is  the  gut  marked.” 

The  “Fishing  Gazette.” — “We  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  special  preparation,  but  more 


beautifully  tapered,  well-made  three-yard  casts  we  have 
seldom  seen.” 

The  “Bod  and  Gun.”— “ The  ‘ Hercules  ’ Casts 
are  extremely  soft  and  flexible  to  the  touch.” 

“ Land  and  Water.” — “ The  new  casts  are  happily 
named  the  ‘ Hercules,’  for  they  combine  flexibility 
with  great  strength.  Anglers  who  take  a keen  interest 
in  all  details  which  go  to  make  up  a successful  day’s 
sport  should  lose  no  time  in  ordering  them.  In  knotting 
a cast  together  the  gut  should  be  as  pliable  and  soft  as 
possible.” 


THes e Casts  can  be  obtained  from  any  good  Tackle  Dealer. 

S.  ALLCOCK  & CO Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

The  largest  manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  &c.,  in  the  world. 

WHOLESALE  OTHEiLT. 


HOIit^OYD 

MAKERS  OF 

Reliable  Fishing  Hods  and  Tackle, 

59,  CRACECHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

“CASTLE  CONNELL”  RODS. 

The  above  are  the  Rods  with  which 
NEW  RECORDS 

have  been  made,  and  they  can  be  obtained  only 
from  the  sole  and  original  makers, 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  & SON, 

Castle  Connell,  near  Limerick,  Ireland. 

The  records  at  present  (as  made  by  Mr.  John  Enright  at  Twickenham)  are  : — 

With  19ft.  rod  45  yards. 

„ 14ft.  37  „ 

The  measurement  being  from  where  the  caster  stood  to  where  the  fly  dropped  on 
the  water.  The  gentlemen  present  to  record  the  casting  were : — A.  J.  Little,  Esq., 
Sturt  House,  Cambridge  Park,  E.  Twickenham ; E.  V.  Powell,  Esq.,  Church-street, 
Twickenham : G.  Wright,  Esq.,  2,  Ryder-terraoe,  Twickenham ; H.  W.  Little,  Esq., 
14,  The  Barons,  E.  Twickenham  (all  members  of  Committee  of  Eichmond  Pisca- 
torials) ; and  E.  Brooke,  Esq.,  20,  The  Barons,  E.  Twickenham. 


Catalogues  Gratis. 


We  hold  a splendid  selection  of  Out  Casts  similar  to  those  shown  at  the  Fisheries 

Exhibition,  1894. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SEASIDE. 


AN  ACCELEEATED  and  IMPROVED  SUMMEB  SERVICE  of  PAST  and 
^ EXPEESS  TRAINS  is  NOW  EUNNING  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Cromer, 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe, 
Aldebnrgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton.  TOURIST  FORTNIGHTLY  and  FRIDAY 
to  TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS  are  issued  by  all  trains  from  LONDON  (Liver- 
pool-street)  ; also  from  G.  E.  Suburban  Stations  and  New-cross  (L.  B.  and  S.  C.) 
at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from 
St.  Pancras  (Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and 
Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TEIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  &o. 

BOUTHEKD-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  6d.,  DAILY  by  Through  FAST  TRAINS  from 
LIVERPOOL  STREET  and  FENOHUROH  STREET.  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  Issued  at  METRO- 
POLITAN LINE  STATIONS,  via  Bishopsgate. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street,  on 
Snndays  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.25  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Ac.,  and 
on  Week-days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.O.),  Gospel  Oak,  <teo. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills.  WM.  BIRT  General  Manager. 

London,  September,  1894. 


HENRY  MILWARD  & SONS,  Limited, 

BEDDITCH. 

London : 8,  GRESHAM  STREET,  E.C. 

(Wholesale  only.) 


TRADE 


THE  “IRON  ARM.” 


MARK. 


1427m.— THE  “ANGLER’S”  SPINNER  (Patent  3803). 

The  strongest,  simplest,  and  most  effective  ever  invented. 

The  illustrations  given  below  show  it  unmounted  and  mounted. 


The  “H.M.”  Brand  of  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  are  the  Finest  HAND-MADE  RODS 
that  oan  be  had.  With  or  without  steel  centres. 

MACHINE-MADE  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  in  every  variety,  mounted  in  the  most 
approved  manner.  Built  for  every  class  of  fishing. 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  and  MANUFACTURERS  of  the  “ INIMITABLE  ” FLIES 
and  INSECTS  (Patent),  and  of  the  “ INDESTRUCTIBLE  ” PHANTOM  MINNOW. 
“ XYLONITE  ” REELS  (Patent). 

NEW  RUST-PROOFED  HARDENED  A TEMPERED  STEEL  ROD  RINGS  IN  NEW  SHAPES 

NEW  CONSIGNMENTS  OF  SILKWORM  GUT. 
DRAWN  GUT  A.  SPECIALITY. 
CATALOGUES  ON  APPLICATION  (TRADE  ONLY). 

BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

FINE  OR  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette , Land  and  Water , J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter”  says  : “ I killed  with  King's 
Bait  39  fish,  which  weighed  22Jlb.,  many  over  lib.  each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d..,  6d.,  and  Is.;  postage  extra. 

Avoid  all  imitations  of  KING’S  “ NATURAL"  (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other,  when  told  it  is  the  same,  or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  on’y,  which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years, 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Bellevue-rd.,  Ipswich  (late  of  157,  Commercial-rd.,  E.) 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 
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provincial  IFlotee 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  of  the  arrangements  are  noarly  completed 
for  tho  Birmingham  Association's  largo  excursion  and 
contest,  which  takes  place  on  the  10th  inst.  Tho 
train  timoa  aro  aa  follows : tho  first  train  will  leavo 
Now-street,  Midland,  at  0.45,  and  the  second  train  at 
7 o’olook.  All  unsold  tiokots  must  bo  returned  on  or 
bofore  Sdpt.  8,  or  they  will  be  charged  for.  Mr.  White 
will  attend  at  tho  Birmingham  Arms,  Smithfield,  on 
Saturday  evenings,  Sept.  1 and  8,  for  the  purposo  of 
issuing  railway  and  contost  tiokots.  Tickets  may  be 
obtained  at  all  the  leading  tackle  shops,  or  of  tho  secre- 
tary, at  42,  Tonby-stroet  North.  Tho  whole  1 of 
the  committee  will  bo  appointed  to  sell  railway 
tickets  on  the  morning  of  tho  excursion,  but  no 
contest  tickets  will  bo  sold  after  Sept.  8.  Tho 
Tenby  Piscatorials  bold  their  annual  contest  at  Twyning 
Fleet  on  tho  2Cth  ult.  Seventy-two  members  and 
friends  joined  in  !the  outing,  which  was  one  of  tho 
best  tho  club  has  over  had.  First,  Mr.  J.  Moore  ; second, 
Mr.  A.  Dethridge  ; third,  Mr.  A.  J.  Ashmore;  fourth, 
■Mr.  A.  Marshall  ; fifth,  L.  Ashmore  ; sixth,  Mr.  C.  Wain- 
wright;  sovonth,  Mr.  J.  Attwood  ; eighth,  Mr.  Harris  ; 
ninth,  Mr.  J.  Bourne.  The  prizes  will  bo  distributed 
on  Sept.  5 next,  upon  which  occasion  the  club  holds 
their  monthly  smoking  concert.  The  Highgate  Society 
held  their  annual  Contest  on  Saturday,  Aug.  25,  at 
Burton  (River  Avon).  Tho  result  was  as  follows  : — 
First,  Mr.  G.  Rayeon,  21b.;  second,  Mr.  W.  Martin; 
third,  Mr.  H.  Applebee ; fourth.  Mr.  A.  Lvne ; fifth, 
Mr.  E.  Workman;  sixth,  Mr.  D.  Flett.  The  prizes 
will  be  distributed  on  Monday  next,  Sept.  3,  upon 
which  occasion  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place. 
The  Alliance  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Armitage,  in  their  private  water,  on  the  26th  ult., 
as  follows  : flfst,  Mr.  Pearsall  ; second,  Mr.  Bellamey  ; 
thibd,  Mr.  J.  Randall,  &c. ; the  prizes  will  be  distributed 
on  Sept.  3rd.  The  Spring  Hill  Society  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Fernhill  Heath  on  Aug.  26,  the  result 
being  : first,  Mr.  B.  Darby ; second,  Mr.  Hollings ; 
third,  Mr.  Jones  ; fourth,  Mr.  T.  Evans ; fifth,  Mr. 
Burrows ; sixth,  Mr.  T.  Kingham.  The  club  have 
thirty-five  prizes,  and  in  order  to  work  off  those  left 
after  the  distribution  which  takes  place  next  Tuesday, 
another  contest  will  be  fished  by  the  non-successful 
members  on  Sept.  8,  at  Barnt  Green. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

n The  weather  has  undergone  a great  improvement  since 
last  week,  and  sport  has  been  pursued  under  more 
favourable  circumstances.  The  district  has  been  full  of 
visitors  during  the  week,  but  there  were  not  so  many  as 
last,  when  nearly  3000  anglers  went  into  Boston  alone. 
The  reports  from  most  waters  Ehow  that  satisfactory 
Sport  continues  to  be  obtained.  Some  heavy  bags, 
principally  of  tench,  were  made  in  the  Spalding  district 
last  week.  A brace  weighing  91b.  were  taken  from  the 
Glen  at  Surfleet  by  two  Sheffield  fishermen,  and  Mr. 
Perry,  jun.,  of  Spalding,  got  one  weighing  4£lb.  Mr. 
Mann  secured  three  brace  from  the  basin  at  Pode  Hole, 
averaging  21b.  each,  and  Mr.  Earl  secured  four  brace 
from  the  Glen  scaling  close  on  21b.  apiece.  Anglers 
have  again  been  busy  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  at  Donington 
Bridge  and  the  reach  between  Hubbert’s  Bridge  and 
Boston  some  exceptionally  heavy  bags  of  roach  have 
been  made  with  creed  wheat  and  paste.  The  majority 
of  the  fishing  excursionists  from  Sheffield  have  patronised 
the  Witham,  where  bream  are  still  offering  excellent 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  the  River  Hull  some  good  trout  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  week,  and  our  roach  fishers  have  had 
some  grand  sport.  Mr.  J.  Fisher  has  had  two  good 
takes  of  fifteen  and  nineteen  fish  respectively.  The 
Grimsby  anglers  have  had  some  good  catches  of  roach 
and  perch  on  the  River  Ludd.  both  at  Firebeacon, 
Thoresby  Bridge,  and  Tetney  Lock,  and  at  the  latter 
place  an  angler  landed  a perch  of  21b.  5|oz.  The  second 
match  of  the  Blundells  A.S.  took  place  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  at  Newport ; the  first  three  prizes  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  Wra.  Ward,  A.  Dodgson,  and  J. 
Dyson.  The  Navigation  A.S.  fished  their  third  match 
at  Newport,  Mr.  F.  Steel  first  with  41b.  loz.  The  East 
Hull  A.S.  held  their  third  match  on  the  River  Ancholme 
at  Ferriby  Sluice  ; first,  Mr.  T.  Galbraith,  101b.  5)oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  C.  Hughes,  91b.  R>z. ; third,  Mr.  P.  Kennedy, 
Clb.  8jOZ.  On  Sept.  3 the  Universal  A.  A.  will  hold  their 
annual  open  angling  match  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the 
River  Ancholme,  for  a number  of  valuable  prizes  ; the 
steamer  will  leave  the  Victoria  Pier,  Hull,  at  8 a.m. 
Fare,  Is.,  and  entrance  to  the  match  Is. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Although  “ August’s  panting  heart  of  fire”  has  this 
year  been  inapplicable  to  the  month  just  closing,  we 
have  experienced  this  week  a decided  improvement  in 
the  weather,  and  anglers’  hearts  have  risen  with  the 
thermometer.  From  lake,  river,  and  mountain  tarn, 
come  reports  of  improved  fishing  ; and  with  anything 
like  respectable  behaviour  on  tho  part  of  the  elements, 
there  should  not  now  be  a “look  behind”  until  the 
close  season.  Fish — by  which  we  mean  salmon — are 
becoming  rational,  in  South  Cumberland  at  any  rato, 
and  will  now  deign  to  look  at  and  take  a fly,  not  that 
notorious  implement  tho  “ West  Cumberland  fly,”  but 
a properly  dressed  lure  of  fur  and  feather.  Derwent 
anglers  are  now  amongst  fish  of  weighty  proportions, 
though  all  is  not  fish  that  comes  to  the  net.  This  was 
forced  on  the  conviction  of  one  doughty  wielder  of  the 


polo  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  Keswick,  who,  after  play- 
ing a salmon  (as  ho  thought)  for  some  time,  brought  to 
bank  a water-rat,  hooked  by  the  leg ! 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  second  annual  Manchester  District  Competition 
took  place  at  Moses  Gate  on  tho  25th  ult.  Tho  winners 
were  as  follows  : Messrs.  Chowler,  (J.  Yates,  Hartley, 
B.  Marshall,  Charnock.  Taylor,  Eddleston,  Fitters, 
Ainley,  T.  Bromelow,  Peets,  Farrell,  Bloase,  Hodges, 
Mackoy,  S.  Jackson,  and  J.  Hampson.  Mr.  Peacock  is 
to  bo  heartily  congratulated  on  the  great  success  of  the 
contest  under  most  trying  conditions.  Naturally  the 
above  takes  precedence  of  all  other  interesting  items  in  i 
and  near  to  Manchester,  but  one  large  club,  viz.,  the 
Wellington  was  prize  hunting  at  Blackley,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  awarding  a lot  of  valuable  prizes.  The 
weather  remains  in  a very  unsettled  condition.  Several 
rivers  have  run  into  fair  order  and  are  affording  better 
sport. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

There  is  little  to  writo  about  this  week,  matters  per- 
taining to  angling  remaining  in  much  the  same  condition 
as  they  were  last  week.  This  means  that  very  little  is 
being  done.  Trout  anglers  are  whipping  the  streams 
with  but  indifferent  success,  and  salmon  and  mort  fishers 
are  doing  absolutely  nothing,  although  netting  still  con- 
tinues to  yield  fairly  well.  Coarse  fishing  is  at  a low 
ebb,  eels  forming  the  principal  captures.  From  the  Lake 
district  it  is  reported  that  the  spurt  has  died  away.  A 
week  or  two  ago  it  was  the  thing  for  Lancaster  anglers 
to  leave  their  own  waters  for  the  Lakes,  attracted  by  the 
large  catches  of  perch.  But  the  perch  have  temporarily 
ceased  biting,  and  even  the  Lakes  are  now  out  of  favour. 
Sea  fishing  at  Morecambe  still  keeps  good. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

With  the  favourable  change  in  the  weather  anglers 
have  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  get  a day  at 
the  river  side.  Angling  at  Leicester  at  the  latter  end 
of  last  week  was  somewhat  disturbed  from  its  usual 
quietude,  owing  to  the  competition  promoted  by  the 
Leicester  Society,  which  came  off  on  Saturday  in  the 
River  Soar.  There  was  a muster  of  seventy-nine  com- 
petitors, but,  unfortunately,  the  cold  north  wind  which 
was  blowing  did  not  tend  to  any  very  heavy  takes.  The 
waters  close  to  Leicester  are  very  fine  and  low,  but, 
despite  this  drawback,  very  creditable  baskets  have 
been  taken  during  the  week.  The  Wigston  waters  have 
been  largely  attended,  as  have  the  Aylestone  back- 
waters, and  these  noted  resorts  have  yielded  well  of 
chub,  dace,  and  roach. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  Tare  with  the 
roach  during  the  week.  On  Sunday  two  gentlemen, 
fishing  in  Langley  Short  Reach,  took  551b.  of  roach  and 
bream  ; another  party  took  2 stone  in  Buckenham 
Reach  ; and  a third  party,  fishing  near  Rockland  Dyke, 
took  nearly  the  same  weight.  On  Monday,  at  Rockland, 
one  boat  had  about  161b.,  and  another,  at  Langley,  about 
251b.  ; and  on  Tuesday,  at  Rockland,  one  rod  took  about 
301b.  of  nice  roach.  Several  nice  lots  of  roach,  some  of 
which  were  nearly  21b.  each,  have  been  taken  on  the 
Bure.  The  Norwich  Angling  Club  had  their  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  last  Tuesday  evening  at  the  club-room, 
Bell  Hotel.  The  prizes  were  awarded  as  under  : 1,  the 
challenge  cup,  to  be  held  one  year  only,  the  club  trophy, 
to  be  won  twice  in  succession,  Mr.  J.  B.  Pearce ; 
2,  stationery  cabinet,  Mr.  G.  Cubitt ; 3,  liqueur  stand, 
Mr.  C.  Daniels  ; 4,  silver  spoons,  Mr.  T.  Smith ; 5, 
barometer  and  clock,  Mr.  W.  J.  Butler;  6,  roach  rod, 
Mr.  B.  B.  Morgan  ; 7,  vases,  Mr.  S.  F.  Howitt ; 8, 
travelling  bag,  Mr.  F.  Parker  ; 9,  umbrella,  Mr.  T.  E. 
Gunn ; 10,  reel,  Mr.  J.  Youngs  ; 11,  Norfolk  basket,  Mr. 
R.  G.  Smith.  Special  prizes:  Mr.  G.  Daniel’s  consola- 
tion prize  for  first  man  outside  prize  list,  Mr.  H. 
Mower;  Mr.  C.  Daniel’s  prize  for  six  best  roach,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Butler  ; Mr.  W.  J.  Butler’s  prize  for  three  best 
fish  of  any  sort,  Mr.  T.  Smith  ; Mr.  J.  Downe’s  prize 
for  best  roach,  Mr.  T.  Smith  ; Mr.  H.  Dakin’s  prize  for 
best  perch,  Mr.  B.  G.  Smith. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  anglers  have  not  been  able  to  enjoy  much 
sport  since  the  despatch  of  my  last  report.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  week  the  weather  was  of  the  most  boisterous 
description,  and  on  Saturday  night  rain  fell  in  torrents. 
The  downpour  produced  a rise  of  fully  a foot  on  Monday, 
and  the  influx  an  once  upset  the  calculations  of  the 
votaries  of  the  barbelling  art.  The  creed  wheat  fisher- 
men have  been  doing  well  since  Monday  at  Shardlow, 
and  some  large  bream  and  dace  have  been  taken  tight 
corking  in  the  river  below  Radcliffe  Ferry.  At  Wilford, 
Mr.  F.  Adamson,  using  fly,  has  creeled  a trout  of  21b. 
odd.  Singularly  enough,  a grayling  fell  to  the  rod  of  a 
fly-fisher  in  the  same  streams  during  the  previous  week. 
Pike  fishing  opens  at  Shardlow  and  King’s  Mills  to-day 
(Saturday).  The  proposed  contest  between  the  Newark 
Piscatorials  and  the  Nottingham  Wellingtonians  is  in 
course  of  arrangement.  The  first  heat  will  be  fished  at 
Shardlow. 

FROM  READING. 

Fishing  prospects  in  Reading  and  district  are 
encouraging,  although  the  water  yet  remains  too  bright 
to  allow  of  abnormal  catches.  Good  bags  of  roach  have 
been  secured  just  below  Caversham  Locks.  The  Read- 
ing Waltonians  prize  outing  took  place  on  Aug.  26  at 
Upton,  on  the  Kennet.  The  first  prize  was  secured  by 
Mr.  Fennel,  second  Mr.  Pocock,  Mr.  Swain  third.  A lad 
named  Giles  landed  a 2-pound  trout  from  the  Thatcham 
waters  last  week.  Ho  was  in  search  of  dace  with  bread 
bait.  Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  of  Reading,  landed  a chub  of 
51b.  7ioz. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

If  the  weather  continues  as  at  tho  time  of  writing,  we 
shall  have  somo  excellent  all-round  sport,  and  good 
baskets  will  again  be  recorded.  Even  as  it  is  some 
very  fair  catches  have  been  made,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Boston.  At  Frieston,  I hear  of 
mixed  catches  up  to  about  201b.  having  been  made  during 
tho  week,  the  fish  being  of  a good  takeable  size.  Roach 
are  now  clean  and  in  nice  condition,  though  they  are  not 
yet  at  their  best.  It  requires  an  expert  angler  to  lure 
them  from  their  haunts,  for  they  arc  very  shy  and 
particular  in  their  feed.  One  expert  fish-)rman  tells  me 
that  ho  had  to  keep  varying  his  bait,  and  by  doing  so 
captured  seventeen  nice  fish.  As  regards  trout  the 
Derbyshire  rivers  are  still  repaying  those  who  can 
devote  considerable  attention  to  them,  but  a touch  of 
frost  would  improve  matters.  Fishing  in  ponds  has  not 
been  very  noticeable,  the  fish  there  being  very  disdainful 
just  now.  With  respect  to  the  proposed  rod  tax  for 
coarse  fish  the  Sheffield  anglers  are  not  one  whit  less 
opposed  to  it  than  before,  but  it  is  not  probable  that 
any  action  will  be  taken  until  matters  have  developed  a 
little. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  trout  fishing  season  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a close, 
and  now  that  the  water  is  again  in  good  trim  anglers 
will  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
afforded.  The  Shrewsbury  Angling  Association  has 
been  somewhat  apathetic  this  season  as  regards  the 
annual  excursions,  but  it  is  proposed  to  bold  an  outing 
at  an  early  date.  The  venue  will  probably  be  one  of 
the  large  meres  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  county 
town.  Shropshire  anglers  who  are  interested  in  the 
question  of  improving  the  salmon  fisheries  of  the  upper 
and  mid  Severn  are  patiently  awaiting  the  official 
inquiry  of  the  inspector  on  the  matter.  The  subject 
has  been  on  the  tapis  for  several  years,  and  it  is  quite 
time  that  some  practical  step3  are  taken  by  the  board 
to  solve  the  problem,  and  to  make  an  effort  to  satisfy 
the  just  claims  of  the  representatives  of  Salop  and 
Montgomery. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — The  past  week  has  been  favourable  for 
angling,  and  sport  much  improved.  The  Lee  has  yielded 
a few  good  salmon,  but  the  trout  fishing  i3  the  principal 
thing  on  this  water  at  present.  The  Blackwater  has 
fished  well  on  a couple  of  days,  but  salmon  anglers  have 
not  had  such  good  sport  as  expected. 

KERRY. — Sport  has  improved  on  the  North  Kerry 
waters,  but  on  the  southern  rivers  it  has  declined. 
Nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done  at  Killarney 
among  salmon,  but  the  brown  trout  angling  in  this 
quarter  has  been  very  good.  Sea  trout  angling  continues 
slack  on  the  principal  lake,  but  on  Derriana  and  Coppal 
good  sport  has  been  had.  The  Cummeragh,  Inny,  and 
Roughty  yielded  a few  salmon  last  week.  Pollack 
angling  has  been  first-rate  at  many  points  on  the  coast. 

DUBLIN. — Heavy  and  continuous  rains  in  the 
beginning  of  the  week  have  raised  the  rivers  too  high 
for  fishing  both  here  and  in  many  inland  districts,  but 
as  this  is  the  great  Annual  Dublin  Horse  Show  week  (the 
biggest  social  event  in  Ireland),  the  majority  of  anglers 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  will,  for  this  week  at  least, 
relinquish  sport  in  order  to  attend.  The  club  preserves 
of  the  Liffey,  at  Blessington,  Bonabrina,  &c.  (south 
side),  have  yielded  fine  fishing  throughout  the  season. 
By  the  end  of  next  month,  most  of  the  Irish  salmon 
fisheries  will  have  closed. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Brandling  (Keswick). — The  fish  you  send  are  cer- 
tainly young  salmon.  The  larger  of  the  two  already 
shows  signs  of  the  silvery  sheen  of  the  smolt  stage. 
Each  has  the  lead  coloured  finger  marks,  while  the 
adipose  fin  shows  no  sign  of  red.  It  is  true  that  trout 
fry  often  show  dark  bars  or  finger  marks,  but  not  when 
yearlings  such  strong  marks  as  the  yearling  salmon. 

A.  H.  S. — Your  nearest  place  would  be  Houghton- 
Four  Gate  Pit,  on  the  Ouse,  near  Huntingdon.  It  can 
be  reached  by  water  from  Huntingdon,  is  about  ten 
minutes’  walk  from  Houghton,  and  about  two  miles 
from  St.  Ives.  A boat  is  necessary  to  fish  it ; this  can 
be  obtained  from  St.  Ives,  Hemingford  (close  to)  or 
Huntingdon.  Marvellous  takes  of  bream  have  been 
made  all  through  the  season,  and  the  fish  are  still  feed- 
ing as  well  as  ever.  Catches  of  6,  7,  8,  10,  12,  13,  and 
14  stone  are  of  not  unfrequent  occurrence  Brandlings 
are  the  best  bait,  ledgering  the  most  killing  method  ; 
night  or  day,  both  find  the  fish  feeding. 


Comspontreiue 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“IS  THE  SEA  TROUT  A HYBRID?’’ 

Sir, — I heard  it  stated  the  other  day  that  the  sea 
trout  was  nothing  else  but  a hybrid  between  the  salmon 
and  the  ordinary  brook  trout.  It  was  put  this  way : — 
“ There  being  a superfluity  of  the  male  fish  among  the 
salmon,  the  males  pass  their  milt  on  the  ova  of  the 
ordinary  female  brook  trout,  and  the  sea  trout  is  the 
result.”  Is  there  any  reason  to  warrant  this  assertion  ? 
If  not,  would  it  not  be  worth  tho  while  of  fish  brooders 
to  try  tho  result  of  fertilising  tho  ova  of  tho  female  trout 
with  the  milt  of  tho  salmon  male  in  order  to  prove 
whether  this  is  the  oaso  or  not  ? 

What  is  tho  so-called  “peal”  of  the  West  of 
England  and  Ireland  ? Is  it  tho  sarno  as  tho  “ sewin  ’’ 
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of  the  Welsh  rivers,  and  a distinct  species,  or  is  it 
merely  a small  salmon  grilse  ? This,  I hear,  is  still  a 
disputed  question  in  the  West  of  England,— I am,  sir, 
yours  truly,  C.  D.  L. 

Huntly,  Aberdeenshire. 

[The  sea  trout  is  a distinct  speoies,  and  no  hybrid, 

“ Sewin  ” and  “ peal  ” are  local  names  for  young  salmon. 
-Ed.].  

FISHING  IN  HOLLAND  AND  BELGIUM. 

Sir,— I shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  your  readers 
who  can  enlighten  me  as  to  the  sport  to  be  had  in 
Holland  and  Belgium— if  a licence  is  necessary,  and  if 
so,  the  cost,  the  description  of  fishing,  and  the  districts 
where  the  best  sport  is  obtainable.  Also  what  sport  is 
to  be  had  in  the  Biesbosoh,  the  extensive  “ Broad  ” 
district  near  Rotterdam.  I should  likewise  be  glad  to 
know  under  what  regulations  wildfowl  shooting  is  per- 
mitted.— Yours  truly,  J.  C.  A. 

BAIT  FOR  EEL-BASKETS. 

Sir, — Has  “ Mac’s  ” Oban  friend  tried  lampreys  as 
bait  for  eel-baskets  ? Nothing  equals  them.  Large  eels 
will  enter  baskets  so  baited  when  no  other  lure  will 
entice  them ; at  least,  that  is  our  experience  on  the 
Trent. 

To  bait,  cut  the  lampreys  open  and  in  pieces,  leaving 
the  blood  and  intestines  on  the  bait. — Yours  faithfully, 

Newark.  “ Trentsider.” 

SPORT  ON  THE  RIVER  HULL. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  Yorkshire  readers 
to  know  that  at  Top  Lock  on  the  River  Hull  on  Aug.  17 
I caught  thirty  roach  weighing  over  151b.  (largest  fish 
1 jib.).  My  brother  had  also  a fine  lot.  I took  a 51b. 
jack  the  next  day.  The  roach  were  all  caught  in  the 
lock  entrance,  just  out  of  the  main  stream.  I think  the 
fish  were  driven  into  the  backwater,  the  weirs  being 
open  to  run  off  the  weed,  which  was  just  cut.  We 
secured  a good  lot  the  day  after  (18th),  but  they  were 
not  so  large,  although  there  were  many  Jib.  and  a few 
|lb.  fish  among  them. — I am,  &c., 

Hornchurch.  Harold  P.  Thompson. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  GENTLES. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  in  your  next  Satur- 
day’s Gazette  the  way  I can  keep  gentles  for  use 
throughout  the  coming  winter,  and  the  best  time  to 
procure  them  ? Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I beg  to 
remain,  yours  truly,  Robt.  H.  Boulton. 

1/You  may  keep  gentles  for  a considerable  time 
during  the  winter  months  by  simply  putting  them  in 
a cool  place.  They  must  be  protected  from  frost  and 
rain.  Some  anglers  keep  them  in  sawdust  and  bran 
(dry),  two  parts  sawdust  to  one  of  bran.  I ondon 
anglers  have  very  little  difficulty  in  getting  supplies  all 
through  the  winter.  They  may  not  be  quite  so 
“ plump  ” as  during  the  summer  months,  and  more  time 


and  trouble  is  expended  in  breeding  them  ; consequently 
they  are  a little  more  expensive— that  iB  to  say,  you  do 
not  got  quite  so  many  for  sixpence.  Any  tackle  dealer 
who  advertises  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  supply  you 
all  the  year  round.  The  surest  way  to  keep  them  a 
length  of  time  is,  however,  to  place  them  in  mold  or 
ordinary  garden  soil,  and  cleanse  them  in  bran  or  sand 
a day  or  two  before  using.] 

A LATE  RISE  OF  DRAKE. 
gIB, —'While  on  the  Wye,  in  Monsal  Dale,  on  Monday 
last,  I noticed  a large  number  of  “drakes”  on  the 
water,  on  which  the  trout  were  feeding  as  ravenously  as 
if  it  were  June.  I caught  several,  which  I brought  away 
with  me  to  convince  anyone  who  might  be  sceptical  as 
to  my  entomological  knowledge.  No  one  hereabouts 
remembers  a similar  incident.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  may  be  able  to  give  an  explanation  of  what  is 
unusual,  if  not  altogether  unprecedented. — Yours  truly, 
Matlock  Bath,  Aug.  28,  1894.  E.  Barton. 

“CREED  WHEAT.” 

Sir, — I should  be  much  obliged  to  you  or  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  if  you  could  tell  me  where  I can  buy 
creed  wheat.  I have  been  told  to  use  it  for  roach  fishing, 
as  it  is  a good  bait  on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  I have  asked 
at  several  corn  dealers  for  it,  and  they  have  told  me 
they  do  not  know  what  I mean.  I only  know  of  two 
kinds  myself — white  and  red.  Hoping  I am  not  taking 
up  too  much  of  your  valuable  columns,  and  wishing  you 
every  success, — I am,  &c.,  “ Constant  Reader. 

[“Creed  wheat  ” is  simply  stewed  wheat.  It  should 
not  be  “ boiled,”  only  gently  simmered.  A good  plan  is 
to  place  it  in  a jar  of  cold  water.  Put  the  jar  in  the 
oven,  taking  care  to  replace  the  water  wasted  by  evapo- 
ration. When  the  wheat  “ bursts  ” and  begins  to  show 
the  white,  it  is  fit  for  use.  Some  anglers  use  it  only  on 
waters  near  which  flour  mills  are  at  work,  as  it  is 
believed  the  fish  are  familiar  with  it  as  it  escapes  from 
the  mill.  Others  there  are  who  declare  that  it  is  most 
effective  where  the  fish  are  strangers  to  it.  White 
wheat  is  best.]  

THE  RAVENSBOURNE. 

Dear  Sir,— I noticed  in  your  correspondence  columns 
of  Aug.  25  that  trout  fishing  on  the  Ravensbourne  (near 
Catford  Bridge)  was  not  considered  very  grand.  I 
enclose  you  a " cutting  ” from  a contemporary  : 

“ I saw  my  River  Ravensbourne  from  the  train  yester- 
day, and  was  reminded  of  my  boyish  days  to  the  pitch 
of  writing  this  paper.  The  little  trickle  of  water  is  still 
running,  but  most  of  the  bed  of  the  river  is  dry.  There 
are  hats  in  it,  in  all  stages  of  decay,  old  boots,  rusty 
relics  of  meat  tins,  kettles,  and  broken  pails,  hundreds 
of  worn  out  pails — the  kind  of  people  who  live  in 
yellow  brick  houses  must  consume  a simply  enormous 
number  of  pails  ! The  banks  are  dusty  and  dry.  As  I 
looked  at  the  now  darkening  yellow  houses,  and  saw  the 


variegated  but  invariably  unpleasant  washing  and  the 
dismal  blue  water-butts  and  ominous  dust-bins,  it  was 
hard  to  believe  that  ever  a minnow  had  lived  in  that 
arid  desolation.  Can  it  be  only  twenty  years  ago  '<  It 
makes  one  feel  old,  of  course,  yet  since  my  nativity  was 
predestined  for  Bromley  withal  it  makes  me  a little 
grateful  I was  born  no  later  there.  But  I suppose  one 
must  not  put  one’s  private  tastes  in  the  way  of  local 
improvements.”— I am,  sir,  yours  truly. 

H.  Henchcliffe. 

COMBATIVE  PIKE. 

Sir, — On  Monday  a strange  incident  occurred  while 
fishing  with  Dr.  Van  Bergin.  About  fifteen  yards  from 
the  boat  we  saw  two  jack  come  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  a life  and  death  struggle.  The  larger  one  had 
seized  a smaller  one  by  the  middle  of  the  body,  one 
trying  to  escape,  and  the  other  trying  to  hold  him  fast, 
and  this  fight  continued  for  some  time.  Having  a 
spoon-bait  near  I made  a cast,  thinking  I might  get  a 
rise,  but  did  not.  I made  another  one,  and  hooked  the 
larger  one  foul.  After  some  trouble  the  Doctor  cleverly 
got  the  landing-net  under  them  and  landed  them  both, 
but  the  fish  did  not  relax  its  hold  until  they  were  thrown 
on  the  bottom  of  the  boat. — I am,  &c., 

William  Ducker. 

FLAX  WATER  IN  THE  BANN. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  F.  G.  Gedney’s  letter  in 
last  week’s  Gazette,  if  he  doubts  the  accuracy  of  my 
letter  with  regard  to  flax  water  in  the  Bann  at  the  date 
his  Kilrea  correspondent  said  it  was,  let  him  write  to 
Col.  Leslie,  Capt.  Armstrong,  or  any  of  the  old  boatmen 
on  th9  Bann  whom  he  knows,  and  I think  they  will 
bear  out  the  truth  of  my  letter. 

I am  sorrv  to  say  that  1 never  saw  his  letter  in  the 
Gazette  respecting  “ Free  fishing  to  visitors  stopping  at 
this  hotel.”  If  Mr.  Gedney  wishes  to  come  here  and 
stop  to  the  end  of  the  season,  he  can  have  free  salmon 
or  trout  fishing  without  paying  the  usual  <£l  Is.  to  the 
club  per  week.  Of  course  he  must  have  his  salmon 
licence.  I think  Mr.  Gedney  will  see  that  one  of  his 
many  old  friends,  or  correspondent,  has  given  him  wrong 
information,  even  about  the  hotel.— Yours  very  faith- 
fully, Robert  Kirk. 

Mercers  Hotel,  Kilrea. 

TAKEABLE  SIZES  OF  THAMES  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me  how  I 
could  find  out  the  various  sizes  of  fish  that  are  allowed 
to  be  taken  from  the  Thames  by  the  Thames  Anglers 
Preservation  Society,  and  oblige— Yours  truly, 

J.  Henderson. 

[Jack,  18in.  ; trout,  lGin.  ; barbel,  16in.  ; grayling, 
12in. ; chub,  lOin. ; carp,  lOin.  ; bream,  lOin.  ; perch, 
8in.  ; tench,  8in. ; roach,  7in. ; dace,  Gin.;  rudd,  Gin.; 
Prussian  carp,  Gin.  ; gudgeon,  4in.  ; bleak,  4in. ; pope, 
4in.] 


NOW  READY! 
NOW  READY! 
NOW  READY! 


UADIIV’C  ANGLER’S  GUIDE 

N All  U V O AND  CATALOGUE 

A FISH  STORY,  ILLUSTRATED. 

A FAMOUS  NORTHUMBRIAN  MANUFACTORY, 

IN  SEVEN  ILLUSTRATIONS,  AND  FULL  DESCRIPTION  OF  MANUFACTUKE. 

PRACTICAL  HINTS  on  Fly  Fishing— Dry  Fly  Fishing— Spinning  for  Salmon  and 
Trout— Minnow  Fishing— Creeper,  May-fly,  and  Grub  Fishing— Blow  Line  Fishing 
—Salmon  Fly  Fishing— Hooked  through  the  Back  Fin— Extract  from  Norway 
Notes — Prawning  for  Salmon — Coarse  Fishing — Barbel  Fishing — Pike  Fishing — 
Sea  Fishing— Hints  to  Anglers  on  Norway  and  New  Zealand. 

Two  Hundred  and  Sixty-six  Patterns  of  Trout  Flies.  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Patterns  of  Salmon  Flies.  Hundreds  of  Patterns  of  Rods,  Reels,  &c.f  which 
cannot  be  made  elsewhere. 

TWO  HUNDRED  & FORTY  PAGES.  OVER  THREE  HUNDRED  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

HT  POST  FREE  THREE  STAMPS,  WHICH  DEFRAYS  PARCEL  POST  RATE  ONLY. 

U ADHV  DDfYQ  (Practical  Anglers.  Inventors,  and  Manufacturers, 
I DnUO.  j London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick. 

RETAIL  BRANCH:  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  EDINBURGH. 

LONDON  RETAIL  AGENTS:  Military  Equipment  Stores  & Tortoise  Tent  Co.,  61,  Pall  Mall. 
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WEIGHTS  OP  FISH  COMPARED  WITH  LENGTH. 


LARUE  NORWAY  SALMON. 


wif1)KiA,i^SlB’7  **avjn.K  ''burner)  from  fishing  on  tbo  Aiira  rivor  (Xogndal-i-Sogn,  Norway)  I have  pleasure  to  enclose  yon  a tracing  of  a OSlb.  salmon,  killed  by  the 
Wilfred  Kennedy.  This  tracing  I took  from  the  original  on  the  eido  of  tbo  lint  on  the  river.  The  name*  of  tbo  witnesses  are  H.  Gordon-Smith,  Andero  Erihsen,  . 


late  Mr. 
Johan  J. 


Caught  by  Wilfred  Kennedy  with  tho  fly.  Weight,  G81b, ; length,  Min.;  girth,  29Jin. 

Pluos,  A.  V.  Stiaig,  Johames  Y.  J.  Aaioen.  I saw  the  skin  in  the  National  Museum  in  Bergen,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  whother  any  larger  fish  has  been  killed  with  a 
fly  ^-Faithfully  yours  j0HN  jAMES  Hardy. 

“•S. — The  fish  was  killed  with  a 20ft,  cane-built  steel-centre  rod,  made  by  us  some  two  years  ago,  and  is  as  straight  as  ever. 


The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  the  col- 
lection of  preserved  specimen  fish  adorning  the  walls 
of  the  City  Piscatorials’  clubhouse,  the  Coffee  Pot 
Tavern,  Warwick-lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C.  The 
measurements  are  taken  in  accordance  with  the  Editor’s 
wish,  i.e.,  from  tip  of  nose  to  centre  of  tail.  Specimens 
worthy  of  special  notice  are  : (1)  a magnificent  rudd 
which  weighed  when  oaptured  31b.  9oz.,  and  has  only  to 
be  seen  to  be  believed;  (2)  a bull  trout  of  211b.,  taken 
from  the  River  Grimersta,  Isle  of  Lewis.  North 
Britain  ; (3)  a silver  or  Pomeranian  bream  of  61b.  Joz., 
caught  in  the  Welsh  Harp  waters.  This  grand  fish 
measures  21in.  to  centre,  or  otherwise  commencement, 
of  tail ; (4)  a grandly  proportioned  carp  of  lljlb..  caught 
by  Mr.  John  Kelly  at  the  Cheshunt  reservoir  ; (5)  a case 
of  six  roach  ranging  from  21b.  2oz.  to  lib.  lOoz. 

Species.  Water  Weight.  Measure- 

lb.  oz.  ment. 


B“m  { Pomeranian } Welsh  Harp  ... 
Bream  (Brown)  ... 

. . Lea 

( Grimersta  River,  \ 
I Isle  of  Lewis  j 


6 04  21in. 


Bream 
Trout  (Bull) 

Rudd 

Rudd 

Rudd 

Rudd 

Rudd 

Pike 

Perch 

Perch 

Perch 

Perch 

Perch 

Trout  (River) 
Perch 
Perch 
Rudd 
Rudd 
Rudd 
Rudd 
Carp 


Heigham  Sounds 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Thames 

Hampshire  Avon 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


14  0 

1 10 
1 


1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 


»4 

SJ 

74 

74 

1 

2 

8 

6 

? 

4 


Rudd 

Tench 


...  Canterbury  Stour 

1 10 

...  Dagenham  Lake 

3 9 

Brockett  Hall  Lake 

1 14 

Do. 

1 124 

Do. 

1 12 

Do. 

1 8£ 

Cheshunt  reservoir 

11  8 

Perfect  formation  and  condition. 

...  Brockett  Hall  Lake 

3 9 

Supposed  to  be  largest  known 

3 


20jin. 

17in. 

35Jin. 

12Jin. 
12in. 
12in. 
1 1^  in . 
11 jin. 
31in. 
13jin. 
lliin. 
lOJin. 
lOjin. 
lOiin. 
21in. 
12|in. 
17in. 
12iin. 
13iin. 
12|in. 
12in. 
24in. 

161in. 


- - -—  **  u 18in. 

Heavy  in  spawn,  16in.  girth,  looks  like  a 4Jlb.  fish. 

Hay  Mill  Pond  ...  3 1 18in. 

Good  condition. 


Tench 


Carp  

10  0 

Pike  

. • Thames  .. 

15  0 

Roach 

. Hampshire  Stour 

2 2 

Roach 

Do. 

1 15 

Roach 

Do. 

1 124 

Roach 

Do. 

1 124 

Roach 

Do. 

1 12 

Roach 

Do. 

1 10 

Chub 

4 8 

Barbel 

. Thames  ... 

5 0 

Carp 

10  0 

Barbel 

. Thames  ... 

4 0 

Tench 

. Hay  Mill 

3 4 

Tench 

Do. 

2 13 

Tench 

Do. 

2 12 

Tench 

Do. 

2 11 

Chub 

Colne 

3 0 

Chub 

. Do 

2 12 

Bream  (Hybrid)...  Canterbury  Stour  3 0‘- 
Cross  between  roach  and  bream. 
Bream  (Hybrid)...  Canterbury  Stour  2 8 
Cross  between  roach  and  bream. 

Tench  Hay  Mill 2 13 

Perch  Arun  1 124 


22in. 

35Jin. 

14fin. 

14|in. 

14in. 

14in. 

13Jin. 

12Jin. 

18Jin. 

20Jin. 

20iin. 

20‘in. 

17in. 

lOiin. 

16in. 

16in. 

lOin. 

15iin. 

15jin. 

15  (in. 

17Jin. 

14iin. 


The  salmon  caught  Aug.  21  on  the  Spey  weighed  601b. 
and  was  4ft.  4Jin.  in  length.  Its  girth  about  the  shoulder 
was  2ft.  44in.  and  jnst  above  the  tail  about  lOin.  round. 


In  the  list  of  the  Blackfriars  Club’s  specimens  pub- 
lished in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  Hampton  Park 
Lake  should  hare  read  Kempton  Park  Lake, 


The  following  sketches  have  been  taken  from  original  drawings  made  by  the  late  Mr.  II.  L.  Rolfe,  and  kindly 
supplied  to  us  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine.  Mr.  Rolfe,  who  was  an  excellent  angler,  appended  the  following  annotations  : 
“ These  measurements  are  correct,  and  they  are  the  best  Thames  trout  I have  ever  seen.” 

May  3rd,  1878.  (Signed)  Henry  L.  Rolfe 

April  10th,  1879.  (Signed)  H.  L.  Rolfe. 


Caught  at  Marlow  Weir  by  W.  Rockell,  May  2,  1878  (spinning).  Extrema  length,  2S|iu  ; girth  at  dorsal  tin,  IDJin.;  girth  by 

vent,  1-tin.;  length  of  head,  6|in.;  weight,  131b  4oz. 


Caught  at  Chertsey  Weir  by  Robert  King,  Esq.,  April  9,  1879.  Extreme  length,  29in. ; eye  to  tail,  2Gln.  ; gill  cover  to  nose,  6fir.; 

girth  at  dorsal  fin,  17Jin. ; weight,  121b.  4oz. 


The  annexed  table  of  cased  specimen  fish  has  been 
carefully  compiled  from  the  collection  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack  InD,  Bermondsey  - 
street,  S.E. 


Species. 

Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure 

ment. 

Pike 

...  Thames  ... 

11  4 

34in. 

Pike 

...  Broads  

9 0 

32  in. 

Pike 

Do 

8 12 

31in. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

1 74 

12in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 74 

124in. 

Roaoh 

...  Do 

1 84 

12iin. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 84 

124in. 

Roaoh 

...  Do 

1 8 

124in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 8 

124in. 

Roaoh 

Do 2 24 

(This  is  a grand  specimen). 

16in. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

1 13 

14in. 

Roaoh 

...  Do 

1 11 

13j-in. 

Roach 

...  Ouse  

1 G 

124in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 5 

12in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 5 

12in. 

Roach 

...  Arun  

1 12 

134in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 11 

134in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 74 

12in. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 7 

12in. 

Perch 

...  Tring  Reservoir.. 

2 6 

13|in. 

Perch 

...  Arun 

2 94 

15in. 

Chub 

Thames  ... 

3 14 

19in. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

2 0 

14Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 11 

13in. 

Bream 

...  Thames  ... 

5 0 

IS'.in. 

Bream 

...  Do 

5 0 

19in. 

Bream 

..  Medway  ... 

4 0 

17Jin. 

Bream 

...  Arun  

4.  -1. 

Jilin. 

Barbel 

...  Thames  ... 

(A  fino  specimen). 

8 8 

27in. 

Chub 

...  Thames  ... 

3 0 

17in. 

Chub 

...  Do 

2 12 

lGJin. 

Piko 

...  Ilickling  Broad 

15  0 

36in. 

Bream 

5 0 

19in. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Kelsey’s 
barbel  taken  on  Aug.  19,  from  the  Kennet  at  Newbury  : 


Species. 

Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Girth. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Barbel 

...  Kennet  .. 

. 12  7 

19in. 

33in. 

Barbel 

...  Do.  .. 

. 10  0 

17Jin. 

30£in. 

The  undermentioned  were  caught  at  Sunbnry,  Aug.  23 

Chub 

...  Thames  .. 

. 3 24 

12in. 

17in. 

Chub 

...  Do.  .. 

. 2 12 

lOin. 

18iD. 

Chub 

...  Do.  .. 

. 1 4 

7 Jin. 

13in. 

Barbel 

...  Do.  . 

2 1 

9in. 

18in. 

Dear  Sir, — I enclose  a few  examples  of  the  compara- 
tive length  and  weight  of  fish,  including  girth,  which 
I consider  to  be  a most  important  item,  showing,  as  it 
does,  the  condition  of  the  fish  : — 


Species. 

When  caught. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Length. 

Girth. 

Roach... 

...  End  of  June 

...  2 9 

17in. 

124in. 

Roach... 

Do. 

...  1 15 

15in. 

ll§in. 

Roach... 

...  February 

...  2 54 

lSJin. 

13in. 

Roach... 

...  Do. 

...  2 6 

16in. 

13in. 

Roach... 

...  Do.  ... 

...  2 2 

154in. 

121in. 

Roach... 

...  Do.  ... 

...  2 24 

16in. 

12in. 

Roach  .. 

...  Do.  ... 

...  2 44 

lOin. 

124in. 

Rudd  ... 

...  July  ... 

...  2 6 

144in. 

124in. 

Rudd  ... 

...  Do.  ... 

...  1 12 

14in. 

llin. 

Daoe  ... 

...  August 

...  0 134 

134in. 

8Jin. 

Trout... 

...  August 

...  2 14 

19in. 

10, in. 

Tenoli  . 

...  July  ... 

...  3 2 

18in. 

13in. 

Tench... 

...  Do. 

...  2 12 

17in. 

12in. 

Bream  . 

...  August 

...  6 4 

23in. 

17in. 

Bream .. 

Do.  ... 

...  5 12 

22in. 

15:,' in. 

These  fish 

wore  weighed  and  measured  by  myself.  In 

the  examples  given  none  of  tho  fish  woro  deformed, 
lioro  are  two  examples  of  stumpy  tail  roach  : — 
Weight  11b.  1J oz.,  length  1 IJin.,  girth  loin. 
Weight  lib.  ,,  llin.,  ,,  9}in. 

— Yours  faithfully,  E.  Hesse, 

Animal,  Bird,  and  Pish  Preserver. 
59,  Chisonhall-road,  Old  Ford,  E, 


September  8,  1894] 
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NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. 

Advertisement*. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8th,  1894. 


SUMMER  TROUTING  IN  NORWAY. 

By  H.  A.  Bryden. 

The  next  day,  June  11,  was  Sunday.  We  went 
to  church  at  Opheim.  It  was  a curious  service. 
The  pastor  wore  the  usual  severe  Calvinistic 
black  gown,  and  the  Elizabethan  ruff  so  well 
known  in  Norway.  Women  and  men  expectorated 
freely,  and  the  noise  of  throat  clearing  (a  very 
unpleasant  Norwegian  habit,  common  to  men 
and  women  alike)  was  incessant.  Several  dogs 
roamed  freely  about  the  church,  and  appeared  to 
do  much  as  they  pleased.  The  service  was  dreary, 
and  the  psalms  were  of  appalling  length — one 
took  more  than  fifteen  minutes  in  the  siuging. 
The  sermon  seemed,  from  its  delivery  and  what 
little  one  could  guess  of  its  import,  the  most 
satisfactory  part  of  the  proceedings. 

A quiet  afternoon.  P.  and  I fished  from  six  to 
eight  and  from  ten  to  twelve  at  night,  and  took 
twenty-six  good  trout,  the  largest  going  about  a 
pound.  It  was  a lovely  night,  and  the  fish  rose 
freely  and  gave  great  sport.  The  clerical  party 
also  fished  in  the  evening,  and  brought  in  sixteen 
trout.  I heard  a capital  angler’s  story  from 
one  of  these  vicars.  A certain  curate  living 
in  a rural  district  was  desperately  fond  of  fishing, 
and  especially  of  fly-fishing.  He  had  thrashed 
successfully  every  water  for  miles  round,  save 
one.  This  stream  belonged  to  a well-known 
squire,  and  was  full  of  trout.  After  some 
manoeuvring  the  piscatorial  curate  obtained 
permission  to  fish  this  coveted  stream  for  one 
day.  He  rcse  very  early,  fished  desperately  hard, 
and  made  an  enormous  bag.  He  was  in  luck, 
the  fish  rose  greedily,  and  the  curate,  too,  was  a 
greedy  man.  The  squire’s  keeper  somehow  got 
wind  of  this  phenomenal  bag,  and  in  due  time 
informed  his  master  of  it.  The  squire  was  very 
angry.  He  had  given  the  curate  a day’s  fishing, 
it  was  true,  but  he  had  never  expected  the  man 
to  take  such  mean  advantage  of  him,  or  such 
unwarrantable  toll  of  his  stream.  The  best  of 
preservation  could  never  stand  long  against  such 


onslaughts.  Time  went  by,  and  a living  in  the 
squire’s  gift  happened  to  fall  vacant.  The  curate 
wrote  and  applied  for  it.  Now  came  the  squire’s 
opportunity.  He  only  addressed  a post-card  to  the 
man  who  had,  as  he  thought,  taken  advantage  of 
hi  m , and  the  post-card  contained  only  these  words  : 

“ I would  sooner  give  my  living  to  a cormorant.” 
Whether  the  fishing  curate  took  lesson  by  his 
rebuff,  history  does  "not  record.  This  story  is  a 
true  one. 

Next  morning,  Monday,  June  12,  P.  and  I 
started  off  with  one  of  the  parsons  to  fish  a small 
mountain  lake — HelgesetVand — seven  miles  away, 
up  in  the  mountains.  We  had  a very  beautiful, 
but  very  rough  and  swampy  walk,  always  on  the 
ascent.  Towards  the  end  we  crossed  a good  deal 
of  snow.  We  passed  three  sseters,  and  the 
pleasant  tinkle  of  cow  bells  told  us  that  the  cows 
and  their  dairymaids  were  already  in  the  upland 
pastures. 

On  reaching  the  lake  we  were  greatly  dis- 
appointed to  find  it  still  half  covered  with  ice. 
The  water  was,  of  course,  ice  cold,  and  the  prospect 
of  sport  looked  gloomy.  On  the  right  hand,  at 
the  far  end,  where  the  water  was  clear  of  ice,  a 
small  waterfall  and  stream  fell  into  the  Vand. 
Here  I soon  tried  a fly,  and,  just  where  the  lake 
met  the  stream,  was  delighted  to  rise  and  hook  a 
good  fish.  He  showed  little  fight,  and  was  soon 
in  my  net.  He  was  by  rights  a good  pound  fish, 
but  was  thin  and  half  starved,  and  of  course 
weak.  I had  all  the  luck,  and  took  seven  more 
very  similar  fish  from  this  end  of  the  lake.  Few 
of  them  showed  much  sport.  In  August,  I 
imagine,  this  Yand,  small  though  it  is,  should 
afford  capital  sport.  It  is  full  of  fish,  and  they 
run  to  a good  size,  and  are  not  often  angled  for. 
Last  year,  on  a pouring  wet  day,  a bag  of  sixty 
trout  (all  taken  by  casting)  was  made  here  by  one 
rod.  I found  to-day  the  claret  and  teal,  and  a 
biggish  black  fly — very  similar  to  a large  long- 
tailed fly  abounding  at  this  time — were  most 
killing.  My  two  friends  had  but  poor  luck,  and 
our  total  bag  for  three  hours’  fishing  mounted  to 
no  more  than  eleven.  But,  besides  the  drawback 
of  ice,  there  was  a strong  sun  and  no  breeze,  and 
casting  was  very  little  use,  except  where  the 
stream  fell  into  the  lake,  and  the  water  was 
broken.  And  even  here,  although  the  fish  mani- 
festly lay  in  some  numbers,  they  were  not  much 
on  the  feed.  The  scenery  up  this  remote  dale 
(Lange-dal)  was  wild  and  romantic.  A fine  sheer 
mountain  of  dark  rock  rose  just  over  the  Yand 
and  formed  a grand  background,  and  other  fine 
heights  rose  around  us. 

Next  morning  at  last  we  had  a fine  fishing 
breeze  on  Opheim  Vand.  I strolled  with  one  of 
the  clergymen  along  the  north-west  shore  for  an 
hour  or  two.  We  had  plenty  of  fun;  the  fish 
were  rising  merrily,  and  we  took  twenty-five 
trout,  mostly  smallish  ones,  going  three  to  the 
pound.  In  the  evening  P.  and  I took  some  ten 
more  larger  ones  between  us  from  the  boat,  and, 
just  as  we  came  in,  I landed  on  the  phantom 
minnow,  close  to  the  hotel,  a fine  fish  of  IRb. 
A very  handsome,  well-fed,  strong  trout,  this 
was — one  of  the  deep  yellow  trout  wre  so  often 
caught.  Sometimes  we  took  a much  brighter 
and  more  silvery  trout.  And,  as  a rule,  these 
silvery  fish — which  our  landlord,  who  had  picked 
up  English  in  the  States,  always  referred*  to  as 
“ gamey  ones  ” — gave  more  play  and  showed  more 
fight  than  the  deep  yellow  trout.  Of  course  all 
these  fish  were  Salmo  fario ; but,  as  most  fisher- 
men know,  trout  will  vary  in  shape  and  colouring 
with  singular  persistency  even  in  the  waters  of 
a single  lake.  Soil,  colouring,  temperature,  and 
general  surroundings  go  largely  to  account  for 
these  variations.  The  most  unprepossessing 
trout  I ever  saw  in  Norway  were  taken  in  the 
huge  gloomy  lake  of  Roldal,  between  Odde  and 
Suledal.  Here  the  fish  were  gaunt,  half-starved 
looking  wretches,  stony  grey  in  colouring,  and 
with  big  repellent  heads.  Roldal  lake  is  abso- 
lutely stony  in  its  surroundings  and  bottom,  and 
rather  sunless,  and  the  fish  there  are,  I imagine, 
never  properly  fed ; it  is,  perhaps,  the  worst 
fishing  lake  in  Norway. 

Master  Izaak  Walton  well  says,  “ and  note  that 
a hog  back  and  a little  head  to  either  trout, 
salmon,  or  any  other  fish  is  a sign  that  that  fish 
is  iu  season.”  The  trout  of  Opheims  Vand  would 
have  delighted  the  eyes  of  good  old  Izaak,  I am 
convinced,  could  he  have  crossed  the  North  Sea. 

This  afternoon  the  clerical  party,  ladies  and 


all,  rowed  down  the  lake,  to  meet  some  friends 
from  Stalheim,  trailing  fly  and  minnow.  They 
returned  with  a fine  catch  of  thirty-five  well-fed 
trout.  I had  noticed  in  my  morning  bathes  from 
the  shore  of  the  lake  that  the  water  was  daily  and 
perceptibly  becoming  warmer,  and  no  doubt  the 
fish  were  becoming  keener  and  more  lusty  with 
good  living. 

On  June  14  my  companion  and  I quitted 
Frammcs  with  regret.  We  had  had  a very  pleasant 
week’s  stay  there,  and  had  been  made  most 
comfortable.  We  had  made  the  discovery  that 
the  fisherman,  keen  though  he  may  be,  cannot 
upon  Norwegian  lakes  always  look  to  take  his 
trout  by  casting,  but  must  often  content  himself 
with  trailing  fly  and  phantom  minnow.  But 
even  these  humbler  methods  of  capture  can,  amid 
the  bewitching  surroundings  of  Norwegian  air 
and  Norwegian  scenery,  be  greatly  enjoyed. 

The  morning  was  again  tremendously  hot  as  we 
drove  down  to  Voss  on  our  way  to  Eide  to  take 
steamer  down  the  Hardanger.  We  lunched  at 
Voss,  and  then,  in  tropical  heat,  toiled  up  the 
long  ascent  above  the  Skjerve.  Our  pony  was  a 
good  and  a tough  one,  but  even  he  found  the 
journey  exhausting.  Norwegian  ponies,  like 
Norwegian  men,  seem  to  be  always  thirsty,  and 
are  always  stopping  for  a drink  at  some  clear 
roadside  runnel.  They  invariably  begin  with  a 
drink  early  in  the  first  stage  of  a journey,  and 
keep  sipping  throughout  the  day.  And  so  with 
the  Norwegian  men.  On  a day’s  journey  or  a 
day’s  sport  he  drinks  water  about  once  an  hour. 
The  average  Englishman  is  a much  better  thirst- 
resister. 

We  toiled  with  infinite  labour  and  perspiration 
through  a steep  and  well  forested  region  till  at 
last  the  summit  above  Skjervefos  was  gained. 
P.  and  I and  the  “ gut  ” walked  almost  incessantly 
to  ease  the  pony.  We  only  passed  one  man,  a 
wild  looking  individual,  armed  with  a most 
antique  looking  percussion  fowling-piece,  who 
imformed  us  he  was  after  capercaillie  in  the 
pine  forests  around.  His  fowling-piece,  a long 
single  barrel,  appeared  to  have  been  converted  at 
some  remote  era  of  the  past  from  its  original 
flint  lock  formation. 

Turning  a big  angle  of  jutting  rock  we  came 
suddenly  upon  the  wondrous  gorge  and  valley  of 
Skjerve,  to  my  mind  one  of  the  most  striking 
prospects  even  among  Norwegian  scenery.  The 
narrow  divide  upon  which  we  stood  fell  abruptly 
in  an  almost  sheer  descent  into  a deep  valley, 
broadening  towards  Hardanger  Fiord.  Immense 
mountain  precipices  frowned  to  the  right  hand 
and  left,  and  far  below  lay  the  peaceful  valley 
and  smooth  moraines  of  the  most  bewitching 
verdure,  through  which  the  Skjerves-Elv  ran  on 
its  passage  to  the  Graven’s  Vand  and  Hardanger 
Fiord.  A wonderful  zig-zag  road,  scarped  from 
an  almost  sheer  precipice,  and  crossing  in  its 
course  the  foaming  falls  of  Skjervefos,  led  us  to 
this  far-off  valley.  At  last  we  bowled  merrily 
along  the  flat  again,  passed  the  fair  expanse  of 
Graven’s  Vand — a fine  lake  of  little  fishing  merit 
— and  presently  (towards  seven  o’clock)  reached 
Eide,  nestling  in  its  greenery  at  the  head  of  a 
narrow  arm  of  Hardanger  Fiord.  Eide  is  a 
beautiful  spot,  but,  hemmed  in  as  it  is  by  moun- 
tain, is  decidedly  hot  in  summer.  Mreland’s 
Hotel,  where  we  put  up  for  the  night,  and  after- 
wards made  longer  sojourn,  is,  to  my  thinking, 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  hotels  in  Norway. 
The  table  is  good,  the  bedroom  accommodation 
excellent,  and  the  Mselands  family,  typical  kindly 
Norwegians,  do  everything  to  make  one’s  stay 
pleasant.  There  is  a very  fine  trouting  lake — 
Espelands  Vand — away  in  the  mountains  between 
Eide  and  Ulvik,  about  seven  miles  from  Eide  and 
six  from  Ulvik.  The  climb  is  a stiff  one,  but  the 
lake  is  lovely,  and  the  sport  excellent, and  we  had 
two  most  enjoyable  days  there  at  a later  period. 

Next  morning  at  nine  o’clock  we  went  on  board 
the  Hardangeren,  one  of  the  capital  fiord 
steamers  which  touch  daily  here,  and  dropped 
down  to  Vikingnais,  our  next  angling  quarters. 
This  was  a three  hours’  run,  during  which  time 
we  passed  through  some  of  the  finest  part  of  the 
scenery  for  which  Hardanger  is  famous.  Often 
we  had  glimpses  of  the  snowy  Folgefond,  that 
vast  field  of  eternal  ice  and  snow  which  lies  above 
the  fiord.  We  touched  at  several  charming  spots, 
notably  Utne  and  Norheimsund,  and  were  put 
ashore  at  the  tiny  wooden  pier  at  Vikingnms. 

' (To  be  continued.) 
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PURVIS’S  ANGLING  COPY". 

A TROUTING  IDYLL. 


I iiaholy  know  wliat  stylo  of  narration  to  adopt 
in  order  to  make  this  little  angling  idyll  the  most 
effective  ; it  is  such  a simple,  commonplace  story 
in  itself.  However,  givo  a good  journalist  a 
sufliciont  supply  of  facts — fads,  mind  you! — 
anything  in  the  naturo  of  a pen,  from  a gold, 
iridium -pointed  “fountain”  to  a discarded 
butcher’s  skewer;  and  a compositor  who  can 
spell  decently’,  and  ho  ought  to  have  no  difficulty 
in  turning  out  a yard  or  two  of  readablo  copy. 
So  Lore  goes. 

John  Nelson,  the  working  editor  of  The  Daily 
( Irinder , sat  in  his  sanctum  on  the  second  floor  of 
the  Grinder  offices,  thinking  to  the  accompani- 
ment of  the  click  of  the  compositor’s  stick  that 
came  clear  and  distinct  from  the  room  overhead, 
where  that  much  maligned  man,  the  long-suffering 
type-setter — several  of  him  in  fact — was  busily 
engaged  in  setting  up  the  fate  of  nations.  A 
printer’s  devil  ascended  from  the  infernal  regions 
below,  where  the  presses  thundered  and  rumbled 
in  the  basement,  added  other  three  impressions 
to  the  long  row  of  inky  fingermarks  on 
the  outer  stile  of  the  door,  which  was  already 
lavishly  embellished  in  the  typographical  style  of 
decorative  art,  and  shoved  in  a bundle  of  proofs 
which  had  been  asked  for. 

“ Tell  Mr.  Purvis  I want  him,”  said  the  editor. 
The  devil  grinned  and  disappeared.  Purvis  was 
one  of  the  sub-editors.  He  and  Nelson  had  been 
schoolfellows  (which  was  not  strange),  and  still 
retained  their  old  familiar  relations  (which  was). 

“ Purvis,”  began  the  other,  when  the  sub. 
appeared,  “ I believe  you  have  no  practical  know- 
ledge of  fishing,  eh  ?” 

“ Couldn’t  tell  a fisherman’s  ‘ paternoster  ’ from 
a ‘ curse.’  I’ve  heard  of  such  things,  but,  for  aught 
I know,  they  may  be  one  and  the  same — probably 
are,  I should  imagine  from  the  few  well-chosen 
and  appropriate  remarks  I once  heard  a salmon 
fisher  offer  up  on  the  occasion  of  a drunken 
attendant  attempting  to  stick  a steel  hook — a 
gaff,  I think  these  anglemaniacs  call  it — into  a 
big  fish,  missing  the  salmon  and  cutting  the  line 
instead.” 

“ Have  we  nobody  on  the  staff  who  ever  goes 
fishing  ?” 

“Not  a soul.  But  what  on  earth  are  you 
driving  at,  Nelson  ? ” 

“ I want  some  angling  copy — a few  good  read- 
able specials.  Must  have  them.  Tne  public 
taste  has  taken  a turn  that  way  of  late.  The 
B.P.,  speaking  generally,  doesn't  care  a hang  about 
actual  fishing — prefers  to  do  it  by  proxy,  like 
Mark  Twain  ascended  Mount  Blanc— but  the 
B.P.  has  at  present  got  a decided  hankering  after 
some  other  fool’s  account  of  his  pursuit  of  salmon 
or  trout  under  difficulties,  and  the  B.P.’s  fancy 
has  got  to  be  pandered  to.  The  monthlies  and 
quarterlies  have  taken  the  thing  up,  and  the 
other  big  dailies  are  following  in  the  same  rut. 
Can  you  do  it,  Purvis,  do  you  think  ? ” 

“ Oh,  if  that's  all  you  want,  I'll  work  off  a 
couple  of  cols,  in  time  for  to-morrow’s  issue,” 
Purvis  returned  airily,  with  a sigh  of  relief.  “ It 
is  the  essence  of  simplicity.  All  you  want  is  a 
par.  from  ‘Father  Izaak’ — ‘We  may  say  of 
angling,  as  Dr.  Boteler  said  of  strawberries,  Doubt- 
less God  could  have  made  a better  berry,’  &c.,  &c. 
Then  you  babble  a little  of  murmuring  streams, 
of  lichen-clad  boulders  and  flowery  meadows, 
with  a casual  reference  to  the  unpropitious  state 
of  the  weather  (that  is  always  a safe  card  to 
play),  quote  Johnson’s  ‘worm  at  one  end  and  fool 
at  the  other,’  showing  that  the  great  lexicographer 
was  utterly  wrong,  drunk,  or  insane  when  he  said 
it,  and  then  proving  that  he  never  said  it  at  all ; 
trot  out  the  old  feeble  witticism,  ‘Better  to  have 
fished  and  lost  than  never  to  have  fished  at  all,’ 
with  a touching  allusion  to  ‘Hooks  in  the  running 
brooks,’  &c. ; sling  in  a smattering  of  catch 
phrases  and  angling  slang  (which  you  can  crib 
from  back  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle) ; lift 
a little  local  colour  from  a Black’s  Guide ; and,  if 
you  are  inventive  enough,  work  in  an  original 
version  of  the  time-honoured  pike  lie,  or,  if  not, 
substitute  some  hoary  chestnut,  culled  from  an 
evening  paper,  and  say  your  grandfather  told  it 
you  on  his  deathbed  ! ” 

“ Won’t  do,  my  boy,”  cut  in  Nelson.  “ I want 
the  real  stuff  with  the  hayseeds  sticking  in  it — 
something  bright  and  breezy,  that  brings  a 


genuine  whiff  of  the  riverside  into  the  room  | 
with  it,  and  tastes  of  fresh-laid  eggs  and  new 
milk ” 

“ Flavoured  with  ‘ mountain  dew,’  eh  P Well, 
you’ll  have  to  get  somebody  outside  the  staff  to 
do  it.” 

“ No,  I want  you  to  do  it,  Purvis.” 

“ Whew!  ” 

“ I’ve  been  noticing  you  for  a week  back. 
You’re  off  colour — overworked — stale  ! In  yester- 
day’s Grinder  you  omitted  to  describe  the  Countess 
of  Clummersly  as  charming,  and  the  day  before 
you  so  far  lost  sight  of  the  interests  of  the  paper 
as  to  delete  from  a letter  in  the  Correspondence 
Col.  a scurrilous  attack  on  the  chairman  of  the 
Gaelic  Anti-Nudity  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  Trousers  among  the  Highlanders,  which  would 
certainly  have  involved  us  in  a libel  action,  and 
increased  the  circulation  twenty-five  per  cent. 
You  want  bracing  up.  Take  a three  weeks’  holi- 
day ; go  to  the  land  of  mountains,  streams,  and 
brown  heather ; take  a fishing  rod  with  you — I 
suppose  any  fool  can  fish  if  he  has  a rod — it’s  easy 
enough ; get  the  correct  hang  of  the  thing,  and 
send  us  a few  articles  in  your  best  style  as  soon 
as  you  feel  equal  to  the  effort.  By  the  way,  there’s 
that  Japanese  fishing  rod  I used  for  a pointer  in 
my  illustrated  lecture  at  the  Imperial  Institute. 
You  can  take  that ; it  will  save  your  buying  one. 

I reckon  one  fishing  rod  is  really  as  good  as  another,  i 
and  it  is  probably  neither  the  man  with  the  ten-  j 
guinea  rod  nor  the  biggest  liar  who  catches  most 
fish ! ” I 

So  Purvis  shoved  a clean  collar,  a pound  , 
of  tobacco,  and  some  socks  into  his  bag,  and — | 
well,  perhaps,  after  all,  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
the  story  to  the  readers’  imagination,  assisted  by  j 
the  following  scraps  from  certain  correspondence  j 
which  passed  between  the  editor  and  his  sub, 
while  the  latter  was  away  ruraUsing  in  search  of  | 
tone  and  angling  copy.  j 

Extract  from  a letter  to  John  Nelson,  from 
Price  Purvis,  dated  Hawleigh  - in  - Wharfedale, 
June  5 : — 

“ You  will  see  that  I did  not  get  the  length  of 
Scotland  after  all.  You  will  remember  a fellow 
at  school  called  Garfitt — a fat,  hulking  Yorkshire 
lad,  withcarrotty  hair  and  an  iron-moulded  face? 
Well,  I tumbled  across  him  in  the  train  coming 
north ; told  him  what  lay  I was  on,  and  he 
advised  me  to  abandon  the  Highlands  and  try  a 
little  trouting  in  Wharfedale.  He  gave  me  a 
note  to  Squire  Thornton,  of  Hawleigh,  which,  he 
assured  me,  would  get  me  permission  for  one  of 
the  best  private  lengths  on  the  river.  So  here  I 
am,  and  a sweet  spot  it  is.  A tiny,  higgledy- 
piggledy  stone  village,  dumped  down  on  the 
hillside  and  swept  into  an  irregular  ring  round 
the  village  green.  All  around  are  crag  and  moor- 
land, rippling  shallows  and  white  rushing  water, 
sweet-scented  hedgerows  clothed  with  dog-roses 
and  trailing  honeysuckle,  forest  glade  and 
mossy  dell  where,  on  moonlight  nights,  the  fairies 
revel  and  Titania  holds  her  court.  In  the  delicious 
stillness  of  the  gathering  gloom  a glamour  of 
romantic  poesy  fills  the  dale,  and  I sit  in  the 
rustic  porch  of  the  old  inn  and  watch  the  ghost 
moths  flitting  over  the  green,  like  lost  souls  seek-  j 
ing  their  affinities,  while,  away  over  the  meadows  ( 
and  beyond  the  old  churchyard  that  creeps  down 
to  the  waterside  and  ends  in  a fringe  of  clustering 
forget-me-nots,  the  wraith  of  the  dying  day  rises 
white  and  spectral  from  the  river-bed,  and  the 
landrail  hoarsely  croaks  its  requiem.” 

* * * * * 

Extract  from  a letter  to  Price  Purvis  from 
John  Nelson,  dated  Fleet-street,  June  6 : — 

“ I have  heard  much  of  the  natural  beauties  of 
Wharfedale,  and  have  often  thought  of  going 
down  to  admire  them  myself.  . . . Don’t 

hurry  about  the  angling  specials.  If  you  let  us 
have  one  in  a week  it  will  do.” 


‘ sair  e’en  ’ ! — is  as  far  above  the  other  natural 
beauties  as  the  fresh,  fair  charms  of  rustic  loveli- 
ness are  ahead  of  the  washed-out,  insipid, 
artificial  attractions  of  the  fashionable  enchan- 
tress By  the  way,  the  head  keeper,  Winterbrook, 
and  I don’t  seem  to  get  along  too  sweetly 
together.  The  first  time  I met  him  he  began  to 
descant  on  the  superiorities  oftcane  rods  over  the 
old-fashioned  wooden  ones.  Of  course,  I agreed 
with  him  entirely — said  I always  went  in  for 
cane  rods  myself,  and,  as  a proof  of  my  sincerity, 
fetched  out  the  Japanese  affair  you  lent  me  and 
showed  it  him.  After  what  he  had  just  been 
saying,  I naturally  expected  to  hear  his  expression 
of  approbation,  yet  it  never  came.  Instead,  he 
flew  in  a tantrum,  flung  the  thing  on  the  ground, 
asked  me  in  his  native  Doric  if  I took  him  for  a 
‘ damned  food,’  and  marched  off  in  a huff,  and 
even  since  he  has  treated  me  as  coldly  as  if  I 
were  a dentist.  Most  extraordinary  behaviour  ! 
I can’t  understand  it.  I’m  quite  certain  I said 
nothing  calculated  to  turn  acid  on  his  stomach.” 

* * x * * 

Extract  from  a letter  to  Price  Purvis  from  John 

Nelson,  dated  Fleet-3treet,  June  10 : — 

“ Glad  to  hear  the  fresh  air  and  surroundings 
are  doing  you  so  much  good.  ....  Yrou  don’t 
say  anything  about  copy  ?” 

x * * * * 

Extract  from  a letter  to  John  Nelson  from 
Price  Parvis,  dated  Hawleigh- in -Wharfedale, 
June  12  : — 

“ This  fishing  business,  I find,  is  not  the  light, 
easy  job  we  made  it  out  to  be.  However,  I am 
getting  on  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  but  every- 
body 1 talk  to  tells  me  ‘ t’  watter  is  deead  low  an’ 
nowt  doin’.’  ....  That  Japanese  rod  has  got 
me  out  of  an  awkward  hobble,  but  the  breach 
between  yours  truly  and  the  keeper,  Winterbrook, 
is  widened,  I fear,  into  an  unbridgeable  gulf.  I 
told  you  how  the  first  rupture  was  mysteriously 
brought  about.  Well,  the  following  day  I thought 
I might  as  well  make  a start,  so  I sauntered 
down  to  the  waterside  with  my  rod.  It  took  me 
half  an  hour  to  fix  a worm  on  my  hook,  although 
I fixed  myself  on  it  quite  easily  twice  in  the  first 
five  minutes.  Then  I chucked  it  into  a pool  and 
sat  down  to  wait.  The  sport  of  fishing,  I find,  is 
composed  of  two  ingredients,  catching  fish  and 
waiting — principally  waiting.  I firmly  believe  I 
should  have  caught  a trouo  if  Winterbrook  had 
not  put  in  an  appearance  and  maliciously 
demanded  to  see  my  licence.  I asked  him  if  he 
took  me  for  a poet  or  a cabman.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  he  referred  to  a rod  licence  from  the 
Fishery  Board,  which  it  is  necessary  to  take  out 
before  you  go  a-fishing — a little  arrangement  I 
was  totally  ignorant  of.  In  consequence  of  this 
I received  a pressing  invitation  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  local  magistrates  yesterday. 
Winterbrook  gave  his  evidence,  and  it  looked 
like  a clear  case  against  me  till  one  of  the 
magistrates  suggested  that  my  tackle  should  be 
produced.  The  Japanese  rod  was  brought  into 
court.  The  effect  was  instantaneous.  The  chair- 
man asked  if  that  thing  was  what  I had  been 
fishing  with  ? On  being  told  that  it  was,  he 
looked  kinder  pityingly  at  me,  severely  repri- 
manded the  keeper  for  trifling  with  the  bench, 
and  discharged  me  with  a strong  recommenda- 
tion to  my  friends  to  have  me  carefully  looked 
after.” 

# * x # # 

Postscript  to  a letter  to  Price  Purvis  from 
John  Nelson,  dated  Fleet-street,  June  15: — 

“ Can  you  let  us  have  some  copy  in  time  for 
the  day  after  to-morrow’s  issue  P Surety,  to  any 
reasonable  mind,  twelve  days  must  appear  an 
amply  sufficient  length  of  time  to  allow  of  your 
getting  thoroughly  posted  in  the  details  of  such 
a simple  pastime  as  fishing!  ” 

* x * * * 


***** 

Extract  fromaletterto  John  Nelson  from  Price 
Purvis,  dated  Hawleigh-in- Wharfedale,  June  8 : — 
“ You  are  quite  right  about  the  natural  beauties, 
old  man  ; only  I wouldn’t  bring  thowife  down  when 
I came,  if  I were  you  ; she  might  not  like  you  to 
admire  ’em  too  much.  They  are  no  ‘ town-bred 
barmaids  out  to  grass,’  I can  tell  you,  but  the 
most  bewitching  creaturos  in  print  frocks  and 
sun  bonnots  that  over  ripened  on  buttermilk. 
The  squire’s  head  keeper’s  daughter — By  George! 
I wish  you  could  just  see  her;  she  is  a sight  for 


Extract  from  a letter  to  John  Nelson  from 
Price  Purvis,  dated  Hawleigh  - in  - Wharfedale, 
J une  17  : — 

“ My  dear  boy,  this  shockingly  indecent  im- 
patience you  exhibit  is  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  ancient  traditions  of  the  honourable  and  con- 
templative art  of  angling,  which,  as  I remarked 
in  a previous  communication,  is  itself  chiefly 
waiting  for  something.  Did  1 mention  in  my 
last  that  I had  spotted  a perfect  beauty — a lovely 
picture  of  incomparable  symmetry  and  active 
grace — what  that  quaint  old  apostPss  of  the  New 
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Womanhood  of  her  time.  Dame  Juliana  Berners, 
would  have  termed  ‘ a noble  fysshe  and  a 
deynteous  ’ ? I have  set  my  heart  upon  landing 
it  in  spite  of  the  eternal  ‘ unfavourable  condi- 
tions ’ which  appear  to  be  chronic  in  angling 
circles.  Already  I experience  that  thrill  of 
glorious  uncertainty  that  quickens  the  pulse, 
cuts  up  the  long-drawn,  regular  breathing  into 
short,  tremulous  pants,  and  causes  the  soul  of  the 
neophyte  to  yearn  for  a more  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  fascinating  sport!  I have  often 
scoffed  at  the  disease  in  other  men,  but  I’ve  got 
it  bad  myself  this  time  ! I use  the  word  ‘ uncer- 
tainty ’ advisedly,  for  it  will  require  all  the 
cunning  and  finesse  which  I,  being  only  a tyro  at 
the  game,  can  bring  to  bear  to  effect  a capture,  for 
not  only  is  the  covetted  prize  shy — desperately 
shy — and  difficult  to  approach,  but  another  angler 
— a sturdy,  mahogany-faced  country  lout — has 
also  his  eye  on  it,  and  there  is  a beastly  old  pike 
cruising  about  the  vicinity,  which  has  a con- 
foundedly inconvenient  way  of  poking  his  nose 
on  the  scene  at  the  supreme  moment  when  your 
fish  is  just  nibbling  round  the  bait,  and — scat ! 
the  breathless  suspense  ends  in  a long-drawn  sigh 
of  disappointment  as  you  sit  down  to  think  over 
a few  things  you  never  learned  at  your  mother’s 
knee.” 

***** 

Extract  from  a letter  to  Price  Purvis  from 
John  Nelson,  dated  Fleet-street,  June  19  : — 

“ Your  letters  are  interesting  enough,  but  wby 
the  dickens  don’t  you  sit  down  and  work  up  your 
material  into  copy  instead  of  fooling  away  your 
time  in  this  way  P ” 

***** 

Extract  from  a letter  to  John  Nelson  from  Price 
Purvis,  dated  Hawleigh-in-Wharfedale,  June 
22  : — 

“ Hurrah  ! I have  hooked  the  fish  I told  you 
of.  Am  now  playing  it,  and  the  country  yokel  is 
as  sulky  as  the  reformed  drunkard  at  a teetotal 
meeting.  Send  me  a tenner  by  return;  this 
angling  is  more  expensive  than  I imagined.” 

***** 

Extract  from  a letter  to  Price  Purvis  from 
John  Nelson,  dated  Fleet-street,  June  23  : — 

“ Money  enclosed  as  requested.  When  the  devil 
are  we  to  expect  the  first  of  the  angling  articles  ? ” 

***** 

Extract  from  a letter  to  John  Nelson  from 
Price  Purvis,  dated  Hawleigh-in-Wharfedale, 
June  30 : — 

“ Still  playing  my  prize.  There’s  many  a slip 
’twixt  fish  and  net,  and  its  cautious  as  does  it. 
Many  a good  trout  is  lost  through  unnecessary 
haste.  You,  my  dear  old  man,  will  never  under- 
stand and  appreciate  the  joys  of  the  contempla- 
tive man’s  recreation — you  have  the  profanity, 
but  not  patience  enough  for  it.  . . . Send  me 

£30  per  return ; I find  I shall  require  some  more 
tackle.” 

***** 

Extract  from  a letter  to  Price  Purvis  from 
John  Nelson,  dated  Fleet-street,  July  1 : — 

“ Enclosed  you  will  find  three  £10  Bank  of 
England  notes.  I draw  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  your  salary  is  now  overdrawn  to  the 
extent  of  £45 ; and,  also,  that  as  yet  no  angling 
copy  has  come  to  hand.” 

***** 

Here  the  letters  ceased,  but  lest  the  reader 
should  by  any  chance  arrive  at  a wrong  con- 
clusion, it  may  be  as  well  to  add  that  on  July  6 
the  editor  of  the  Daily  Grinder  received  with  his 
morning  mail  an  envelope  addressed  in  the  hand- 
writing of  his  sub.,  and  endorsed  “Angling  Copy.” 
On  opening  it  he  found  it  to  contain  a couple  of 
cuttings  from  a Yorkshire  newspaper.  The  first 
was  a paragraph  headed  : — 

“ Romantic  Elopement  in  Wiiarfedale! 

“ A BIT  OF  SMART  POACHING  IN  TIIE  KEEPER’S  PRE- 
SERVES.” 

The  second  slip  was  taken  from  the  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  column,  and  ran  : — 

“ Purvis — Winterbrook — July  4,  at  All  Saints’ 
Church,  Ilkley,  by  licence,  Price  Purvis,  of 
London,  to  Jeanette  (Jennie),  daughter  of  Thomas 
Winterbrook,  of  Hawleigh-in-Wharfedale.” 

To  which  Purvis  had  hurriedly  scribbled  a 
marginal  note  : — “ Landed  my  beauty  at  last ! ” 
When  John  Nelson  wants  angling  copy  now  for 
the  Grinder,  he  gets  it  from  a contributor  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  W.  Carter  Platts. 


THE  NEW  FEATHER-WEIGHT 
DEVON. 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  & Co.,  of  Standard  Works, 
Redditch,  have  brought  out  what  they  call  the 
“ Feather-weight  Devon.”  To  look  at,  it  is  exactly 
like  the  ordinary  “ Devon  ” made  by  this  house  ; 
but,  instead  of  being  of  heavy  metal,  it  is  made 
chiefly  of  cork,  and  can  thus  be  cast  as  easily  as 
a small  salmon  fly.  Being  so  light  it  can,  of 
course,  be  used  in  very  shallow  water,  or  in  water 
where  the  weeds  come  nearly  to  the  surface,  and 
make  the  use  of  an  ordinary  metal  bait  quite 
impossible.  The  following  instructions  as  to  use 
are  sent  out  with  the  bait  by  the  patentees : 

“ Attach  a 1|  yard  gut  trace,  on  which  place  two 
or  three  shot  about  18in.  from  the  Devon.  Cast 
the  Devon  as  a fly,  and  allow  the  shot  to  sink  by 
lowering  the  point  of  the  rod,  which  will  carry 
the  bait  down,  then  raise  the  rod  till  you  bring 
the  bait  to  the  surface  ; this  will  give  a good  spin. 
This  Devon  minnow  is  so  light  that  it  can  be  cast 
with  any  fly  rod,  and  wdl  kill  in  all  states  of  the 
water.  It  is  equally  good  for  salmon,  trout,  pike, 
perch,  bass,  and  other  fish  which  take  a spinning 
bait.” 


DOWN  THE  TEVIOT. 


As  an  angling  resort  the  Teviot,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  tributaries  of  the  Tweed,  is 
seldom  mentioned.  Neither  the  Gala,  the 
Leader,  the  Adder,  the  Ettrick,  nor  the  Till,  all 
of  which  assist  in  swelling  the  volume  of  “ Tweed’s 
fair  liver,  broad  and  deep,”  can  “ baud  a candle  ’ 
to  the  historic  Teviot  as  a fish  producing  stream. 
Sweet  Teviot ! on  thy  silvery  tide 
The  glaring  bale-fires  blaze  no  more  ; 

No  longer  steel-clad  warriors  ride 
Along  thy  wild  and  willowed  shore. 

Where’er  thou  wind’st  by  dale  or  hill, 

All,  all  is  peaceful,  all  is  still. 

The  district  through  which  the  Teviot  flows 
teems  with  Border  romance.  Hawick,  the 
principal  “ city  ” on  its  banks,  is  a most  interest- 
ing place,  and  affords  capital  accommodation  for 
anglers.  We  are  told  in  Scottish  history  that 
“ the  men  of  Hawick  were  almost  entirely  cut  off 
at  the  battle  of  Flodden,  but  the  sons  of  the 
heroes  who  had  been  slain  on  that  fateful  field 
marched  ‘ down  to  Teviot’s  flowery  border,’  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Earl  of  Surrey’s  troops  from 
spreading  devastation  over  the  whole  Border- 
land.” 

The  Teviot  is  a salmon  river  in  the  back-end,  a 
sea  trout  river,  a herling  river,  and  a burn,  or 
yellow  trout  river,  and  easily  come-at-able.  The 
finest  fishing  casts  are  Menslaws  Hutches,  the 
long  pool  below  the  Broom,  the  Chesters,  and 
Crags— all  dear  to  the  heart  both  of  the  stranger 
who  has  visited  the  Teviot  in  the  season,  and 
doubly  dear  to  the  native  talent,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  considerable. 

“Doon  the  Teviot!”  what  a wealth  of  Border 
reminiscence  crowds  the  imagination  as  you 
saunter  down  the  river  or  drive  along  its  banks. 
Here  is  the  village  of  Denham,  the  birthplace  of 
Dr.  Leydon,  the  friend  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
who,  on  the  publication  of  “ Marmion,”  wrote 
to  the  mighty  wizard  as  follows  : 

Alas  that  Scottish  maid  should  sing 
The  combat  where  her  lover  fell ; 

That  Scottish  bard  should  wake  the  string 
The  triumph  of  her  foes  to  tell ! 

Minto  Craigs,  famed  in  Border  story,  looking 
grand  and  imposing  looms  in  sight,  and,  in  suc- 
cession, Chesters,  Timpendean,  and  Monteviot 
are  passed,  then  Ancrum  House,  the  residence  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  Bart.,  stands  up  amidst  its 
luxurious  green  foliage  and  verdure  with  striking 
effect.  Crossing  the  railway  at  Jedfoot,  Crailing 
Entries  are  close  at  hand,  where  exists  a splendid 
avenue  of  trees,  the  scene  in  bygone  times  of 
great  trotting  matches  promoted  by  the  Teviot- 
dale  farmers,  who  in  the  “good  old  days”  were 
horse-copers  to  a man.  Further  down,  the  little 
village  of  Heiton  is  reached,  the  view  to  the  left 
of  which  is  surpassingly  grand.  Smailholm 
Tower  and  the  Eildons  appear  in  bold  relief, 
while  the  stretches  of  wood  and  water  with  the 
surrounding  mansions  and  keeps  makeup  a truly 
Border  scene.  Newton  Don’s  stately  pile  and  the 
village  of  Stichel  are  in  front,  while  the  ruins  of 
the  old  castle  of  Roxborough  and  the  magnificent 
Floor’s  edifice  are  to  be  seen.  Gilnockie. 


AN  EVENING’S  PERCH  FISHING. 

How  difficult  is  it  nowadays  to  get  a bit  of 
really  good  perch  fishing.  Over  and  over  again 
one  hears  with  regret  the  remark  that  these  fish 
are  year  by  year  getting  more  scarce;  and  that 
in  rivers  where  in  years  gone  by  they  were  so 
plentiful,  they  are  but  seldom  met  with  ; and  when 
we  take  into  consideration  what  a game  feeder 
the  perch  is,  what  splendid  sport  he  affords,  and 
what  a truly  handsome  fish  he  is,  surely  every 
true  angler  should  be  only  too  willing  to  try  his 
level  best  to  once  more  increase  its  quantity  and 
quality  in  any  river  he  has  the  good  fortune  to 
fish,  and  he  can  do  this  in  two  ways,  viz.,  by 
assisting  in  the  promotion  of  a fund  for  restock- 
ing with  perch,  and  by  returning  bimself,  and 
using  also  bis  influence  to  get  his  brother  anglers 
to  return,  all  undersized  fish  ; then  before  long  he 
will  surely  reap  his  reward  by  obtaining  sport  of 
a far  higher  order,  and  no  longer  will  he  hear  the 
regretful  remark  as  to  the  scarcity  of  perch. 

Early  in  the  seventies  it  was  my  good  fortune 
to  fish  a river  which  literally  teemed  with  these 
fish,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  the 
youthful  native  returning  from  a day’s  fishing 
with  a string  of  them  ranging  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred  in  number,  and  scaling  from  2oz.  to  lib. 
or  over  in  weight.  Now,  alas,  the  same  river 
would  scarcely  in  a whole  season  yield  the  number 
that  at  that  time  was  often  taken  from  its  waters 
daily.  I am  pleased,  however,  to  state  that  three 
years  ago  the  fishing  rights  were  acquired  by  an 
association,  who  are  enforcing  as  much  as 
possible  the  restriction  as  to  size,  and  are,  more- 
over, expending  considerable  sums  of  money  in 
stocking  and  protecting  the  waters,  so  that  in  the 
near  future  I have  reason  to  hope  that  many  an 
evening’s  sport  similar  to  that  I am  about  to 
describe  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  angler  who 
delights  in  perch  fishing. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1873, 1,  in  company 
with  a friend,  re-visited  the  river  just  alluded  to, 
by  whose  banks  I had  in  years  gone  by  had  so 
many  of  those  red-letter  days  dear  to  the  angler  s 
heart.  Bream  and  roach  fishing  was  the  sport 
most  favoured  by  my  friend,  who  from  morn  to 
dewy  eve,  aye,  and  often  through  the  live-long 
night  by  the  light  of  the  lantern  dimly  burning, 
stuck  to  his  baited  swim,  and  truly  marvellous 
were  the  catches  he  made,  often  securing  nearly 
a hundredweight  of  bream  and  roach,  many  of 
the  former  scaling  from  31b.  to  51b.,  and  the 
latter  from  fib.  to  lilb.  Good  sport  this,  filling 
my  friend’s  heart  with  delight ; but,  after  one  or 
two  grand  takes,  my  restless  spirit  longed  for  a 
change,  so  I decided  to  devote  an  evening  to 
angling  bleak  and  gudgeon,  with  which  I hoped 
on  the  morrow  to  secure  some  good  perch  ; with 
this  object  in  view  I strolled  down  to  a lonely 
backwater,  seldom  fished,  and  selected  a part 
where  the  stream,  which  for  some  distance  is  very 
narrow  and  shallow,  widens  out  and  becomes 
much  deeper  on  one  side  of  it,  and  on  this  side 
there  is  a nice  shelving  bank,  under  the  shelter  of 
which,  years  ago,  I had  often  found  a decent  chub. 
The  water  was  rather  high,  with  just  a tinge  of 
colour  in  it.  Having  mounted  a fine  gut  cast, 
No.  11  crystal  hook,  and  baited  with  brandlings, 
I cast  in  just  where  the  stream  widens. 
My  float  disappeared  instantaneously,  as  is 
often  the  case  with  a gudgeon  bite.  Being 
scarcely  prepared  I struck  very  sharply,  and  the 
fish  being  no  gudgeon,  but  something  of  much 
larger  dimensions,  immediately  broke  me. 
Censuring  myself  for  my  carelessness,  I replaced 
the  broken  tackle,  substituting  a No.  9 hook, 
and  tried  again.  Again  the  little  tell-tale  float 
shot  under;  this  time  I responded  with  a gentle 
knock,  and  immediately  felt  the  strain  of  a heavy 
fish.  How  the  little  rod  bent  to  its  work,  and  how 
merrily  sang  the  reel ; but  what  I had  got  hold  of 
I knew  not.  Every  nook  and  corner  of  that  hole 
was  explored  by  my  unknown  friend,  before  it  gave 
the  least  signs  of  exhaustion.  Whilst  carefully 
playing  it  I was  alternately  thinking  it  must  be  a 
trout,  then  a tench,  roach,  and  finally  a rudd,  but 
after  aboutten  minutes’  anxiety  my  quarryshowed 
unmistakable  signs  of  yielding,  and  at  length  ap- 
peared on  the  surface,  when,  to  my  great  surprise 
and  intense  delight,  I beheld  the  largest  perch 
it  had  ever  been  my  good  fortune  to  hook.  Only 
for  an  instant,  however,  did  he  show  himself 
before  he  made  another  bold  bid  for  liberty,  once 
more  seeking  the  friendly  shelter  of  the  opposite 
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bank,  from  which,  however,  at  thin  stage  of  the 
game,  ho  was  soon  prevailed  upon  to  quit,  and 
soon  1 had  the  pleasure  of  bringing  him  gently  to 
the  side,  and  with  trembling  hand  slipped  my 
landi  ng  net  ( which  lortunately  I had  taken  with  mo) 
under  his boautil nl  body,  and  the  prize  was  mine — 
a fish  of  fully  21b.  weight.  Hastening  to  re-bait,  I 
again  inadoa  east  where  1 had  hooked  my  prize,  and 
onee  more  the  bait  was  immediately  seized,  and 
again  tho  delightful  performance  gladdened  my 
heart,  and  at  the  end  of  a few  minutes  another 
beauty  of  similar  dimensions  was  in  the  landine 
net.  h 

This  remarkable  and  unexpected  luck  attended 
me  for  hilly  an  hour;  no  less  than  ten  consecutive 
times  did  1 succeed  in  hooking  and  safely  bringing 
to  net  a specimen  perch.  At  length  I had  tho 
misfortune  to  lightly  hook  and  eventually  lose 
one  close  to  the  landing  net,  one  which  to  my 
excited  eyes  (perhaps  they  magnified)  appeared 
double  tho  size  of  the  others.  Strange  to  say 
alter  this,  although  I continued  with  brandlings 
for  some  time,  then  rigged  up  and  tried  a pater- 
noster with  bleak,  Ac.,  for  bait,  and  every  other 
dodge  I knew,  persevering  until  the  gathering 
gloom  reminded  me  it  was  time  to  depart,  yet  I 
never  had  another  touch.  Probably  there  were  no 
more  left  to  bite,  or  possibly  the  one  I had  last 
hooked  warned  the  others  of  their  danger.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I packed  up,  and  with  a joyful 
heart  left  the  riverside,  the  proud  possessor  of 
the  ten  finest  perch  I have  ever  seen  together, 
their  united  weights  reaching  nearly  201b.,  the 
largest  turning  the  scales  at  21b.  9oz.,  and  every 
fish  taken  on  fine  drawn  gut. 

Such  sport  as  this,  alas  ! is  seldom  met  with, 
and,  therefore,  when  it  does  occur,  gladdens  the 
heart  of  the  angler  for  many  long  years,  and  I 
may,  therefore,  be  pardoned  if  I look  back  with 
gratitude  at  this  distance  of  time  to  that  grand 
evening’s  perch  fishing.  T.  A.  C. 


ON  THE  COLN  IN  JUNE. 


How  different  the  scene  on  this  Gloucester- 
shire  stream  the  week  I was  there  to  that 
depicted  by  “ Cotswold  Isys  ” in  May.  May  I 
venture,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  to  vary  his,  to  myself 
and  others,  somewhat  gruesome  picture,  and 
again  throw  a little  more  life  and  brightness  on 
this  good  old  stream  ? “ Hard  whipped  ” the 

public  waters  undoubtedly  are,  but  even  here 
old  trouting  hands  generally  manage  to  get 
some  fair  and  interesting  sport,  especially  in  the 
May-fly,  unless  the  weather  is  very  bad.  My 
prentice  hand  was  not  taught  its  craft  on  the 
shallow  glassy  waters  of  the  Coin,  but  on  the 
rougher  boulder  water  of  the  Upper  Windrush, 
and  where  the  fly-fisher  has  to  meet  with  diffi- 
culties of  which  the  purely  dry  fly  man  of  the 
Coin,  with  its  clear,  uninterrupted  casts,  knows 
absolutely  nothing.  So  well  on  the  Windrush 
did  I learn  my  craft,  that  on  my  first  appearance 
on  the  Coin  public  water  amongst  twenty-one 
rods,  I creeled  (besides  losing  two  or  three  flies 
left  in  heavy  fish)  four  and  a half  brace  of 
averaged  pounders,  and  this,  too,  with  a broken 
top  joint,  and  without  waders  or  landing  net ; 
but  this  en  passant.  It  is  the  first  week  in  June’ 
and  an  almost  typical  trouting  day.  The  trout 
ai  e full  on  at  the  May- fly,  which,  however, 
has  hitherto  been  a fitful  and  dragging  one.  The 
Vicar,  Dr.  Hooker,  Herman  Keller,  Powell,  F.  L , 
and  others,  have  already  had  some  fair  creels  as 
times  go,  and  the  “Coin  Otter”  has  actually 
totalled  up  for  the  season  some  fifty  or  sixty 
brace  of  good  fish.  Dr.  Hooker  has  not  done  quite 
so  well  this  season,  but  one  day  in  almost  a gale 
of  wind  he  cleverly  killed  a grand  three  pounder 
overcome  barbed  wire.  This  trout  was  known  as 
the  “ Schoolmaster,”  his  jumping  and  plunging 
powers  were  of  a very  high  order,  and  he  had 
smashed  up  more  than  one  good  cast.  The  doctor 
standing  behind  the  barbed  wire  abomination, 
gets  firmly  into  this  big  fish  that  at  once  dashes 
away  up  stream  at  a furious  rate;  he  is  given  a 
hard  check  to  prevent  his  getting  into  the  weeds- 
the  doctor  winds  rapidly  in,  the  Hercules  cast  and 
trusty  Drake  of  James  Ogden  standing  the  strain 
remarkably  well;  the  trout  rushes  back  right 
under  the  wire  and  actually  between  the  doctor’s 
legs  ; here  is  a dilemma— the  doctor,  the  rod,  and 
the  fish  forming  a complete  circle,  of  which  the 
wire  is  the  centre.  The  rod  is  passed  over  and 


then  underneath  the  wire,  the  landing  not  is 
disengaged  from  the  hip,  arid  the  big  struggling 
and  floundering  trout  is  brought  safe  to  land,  but 
riot  before  ho  had  actually  freed  himself  from  the 
hook.  Ah,  Isys,  isn’t  ho  a beauty  ; and  this  accom- 
plished and  keen  all-round  angler  is  again,  as 
usual,  the  slayer  of  one  of  the  best  and  most 
shapely  fish  of  the  season.  Tho  fish  are  rising 
well,  but  the  wind  is  now  blowing  strong,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  get  tho  fly  on  the  water.  The  Vicar, 
If.  Johnson,  T.  Powell,  and  the  Otter,  however’ 
gob  some  fair  creels,  and  others  less  expert  get 
their  brace  or  two.  The  next  day  we  pay  a visit 
to  the  picturesque  Dudgrove  water.  It  is  a 
lovely  summer’s  day,  and  the  song  of  the  wild 
birds  and  tho  wealth  of  wild  flowers  one  sees 
around  is  almost  indescribable.  I am  landing  for 
1 . P.  to-day,  and  by  sundown  we  have  managed 
to  secure  three  and  a half  brace  and  one  big 
chavender,  with  which  the  old  shepherd, 
to  whom  it  is  given,  is  delighted.  The  ride 
home  on  the  milk  cart  this  evening  was 
not,  though  a somewhat  rough  road,  the  least  in- 
teresting part  of  the  day’s  work,  for  we  were 
tired.  The  scene  the  next  day  is  changed  to  the 
same  private  water  as  that  so  graphically,  yet 
wofully,  described  by  C.  I.,  but  on  the  opposite 
side.  This  is  one  of  the  very  best  stocked  trout 
lengths  in  England,  and,  given  a genial  summer’s 
day  and  a good  rise  of  drakes  on,  what  could  an 
angler  want  more,  to  say  nothing  of  the  glorious 
park  and  woodland  scenery  with  which  we  are 
surrounded  ? We  commenced  operations  about 
noon,  but  by  tea-time  had  only  grassed  some  two 
and  a half  brace.  Tea  was  brought  up  to  us  by 
two  charming  young  Gloucestershire  ladies, 
which  (the  tea,  that  is)  having  been  duly  disposed 
of,  we  again  get  to  work,  and  have  a rare  bit  of 
sporp  I find  myself  near  a rustic  bridge,  and 
creeping  carefully  through  the  bushes  am  almost 
exactly  opposite  the  spot  where  Cotswold  Isys 
began  his.  operations  in  May.  Flop,  flop,  flop, 
rose  the  big  ones,  at  least  a dozen  rising  within 
casting  distance  of  each  other ; and  in  less  than 
half  an  hour  I have  grassed  my  two  brace,  besides 
losing  two  others  in  the  weeds  and  iris,  which 
here  are  very  thick.  P.  comes  up  to  me,  and  can 
scarcely  believe  his  eyes  at  what  I have  done  in 
so  short  a time,  but  there  are  the  beauties  lying 
on  the  bank.  Close  at  hand,  but  right  under 
the  opposite  bank,  another  is  rising  ; the  Drake  is 
put  over  him,  and  again  I am  firm  into  something 
big.  I give  him  no  quarter;  although  he  jumps 
a good  yard  up  into  the  air,  having  reliance  on 
my  Hercules  cast,  I drag  him  away  splashing  and 
struggling  through  the  weeds.  P.  dexterously 
slips  the  net  under  him,  and  we  have  a grand  fish 
of  3ylb.,  as  perfect  a Coin  trout  as  any  man  need 
wish  to  see,  thick  at  the  shoulder,  and  with 
sheeny  goldeu  sides  and  spots  of  vermilion  hue 
ah,  Isys  ! had  you  been  there  to  see.  We  get 
another  fish  of  about  l|lb.,  and  then  wend  our  way 
homewards.  J ust  in  the  twilight,  however,  P.  sees 
a fish  rising  under  the  opposite  bank,  and  before  I 
scarcely  know  what  he  is  doing,  he  is  firmly  into 
him  and  drags  him  at  once,  struggling,  splashing, 
and  jumping,  right  away  to  the  bank,  slips  the 
net  under,  and  we  positively  finish  up  with 
another  grand  fish  of  nearly  31b.  weight.  On 
our  arrival  home,  we  find  we  have  seven  brace 
altogether,  weighing  about  191b.,  as  I believe 
was  duly  recorded  at  the  time  by  your  Coin 
correspondent,  “Pan.”  I do  not  think  I shall 
ever  see  such  a sight  of  fine  trout  taken 
again  by  two  rods  in  about  half  a day,  and 
I question  if  there  was  any  better  average  Uke 
in  England  in  the  tail  of  the  fly.  The  big 
three  pounder  is  set  up  by  Darby,  of  Oxford, 
and  Coin  anglers  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  this  fine  fish  in  T.  P.’s  window  in  the 
Fairford  High-street. 

A day  on  the  picturesque  Bibury  water,  some 
six  miles  from  Fairford,  gave  a creel  of  four  and 
a half  brace  of  pretty  trout.  The  bronzed  and 
genial  face  of  Host  Woodman  was  of  itself  worth 
the  visit  we  paid  here,  whilst  his  catering  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  One  can  almost  fish  out 
ot  the  inn  windows,  and  can  certainly  sit 
embowered  in  roses  and  woodbine  and  catch  a 
trout  or  two ; whilst  the  prettily  laid  out  garden 
and  the  well-lighted  clean  village,  with  its 
massive  old  church  tower  and  Elizabethan  mansion 
embowered  in  grand  old  trees,  makes  up  a picture 
that  it  would,  indeed,  bo  hard  to  boat.  The  trout 
here  do  not  run  quite  so  large  as  at  Fairford,  but 


are  a very  pretty  and  game  fish,  and  have  not 
received  quite  so  much  attention  from  F.  L.  A Co. 
as  have  the  Fairford  trout. 

On  this  same  stream  during  the  May-fly, 
an  Oxford  gentleman  killed  thirty-one  pounds 
weight  in  one  day,  a lady  a trout  of  3^  lb.,  and  a 
captain  his  ten  brace  of  upwards  of  a pound 
average.  I could,'  if  space  permitted,  recount 
other  fine  sport  had  on  this  and  other  neighbour- 
ing streams.  I hope  this  brief  account  of  a 
few  days’  excellent  sport  had  on  the  Coin, 
may  tend  to  lift  the  slight  shadow  which 
Cotswold  Isys’  graphic,  yet  faithfully  depicted, 
picture  of  his  stay  on  its  bank  seemed  to 
throw  over  it.  Perhaps  I may  have  erred  very 
slightly  on  the  other  side,  but  not  intentionally. 

1 am  glad  for  one  to  think  that  he,  at  any  rate,  went 
back  to  town  in  improved  health  and  spirits,  in 
spite  of  his  many  dampers,  and  that  lie  still 
retained  possession  of  his  somewhat  fateful 
angler’s  knife.  The  bells  of  the  grand  old  church, 
with  its  “ Durer  ” windows,  still  ring  out  for  weal 
and  woe,  the  trouting  season  comes  round  with 
clockwork  regularity,  and  that  Cotswold  Isys  and 
many  other  genial  angling  friends  may  be  spared 
once  more  to  meet  on  the  banks  of  the  beauteous 
Coin  is  the  fervent  wish  of 

Lock  o’  the  Wood. 


NOTES  ON  THE  SLIDER-FLOAT. 


Aot  long  ago,  I was  reading  in  some  treatise 
or  the  other  on  angling,  that  the  novice  when 
using  the  slider-float  should  attach  a piece  of 
stick,  match,  rubber  band,  or  quill  on  his  line  the 
depth  he  wanted  to  fish,  but  how  the  novice  was 
to  get  the  piece  of  3tick,  match,  &c.,  through  the 
rings  of  his  rod,  more  especially  when  playing 
his  fish  to  the  net,  the  writer  did  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  explain. 

Surely  this  happy-go-lucky  angler  could  not 
believe  that  even  the  veriest  tyro  would  be  such 
a fool  to  adopt  this  method  a second  time,  when 
it  can  be  done  so  much  easier  and  effectively 
without,  for  no  matter  how  small  the  bit  of  stick, 
match,  band,  quill,  Ac.,  or  how  large  the  rings 
may  be,  not  only  is  it  a delusion  and  snare,  a 
source  of  irritation  and  annoyance,  with  the 
eternal  jogging  and  stopping,  but  there  is  no 
necessity  for  such  large  rings  as  I have  often 
seen  on  bream,  barbel,  chub,  and  dace  rods,  and 
a bit  of  silk  will  rush  through  ordinary  sized 
rings  without  any  perceptible  resistance.  More 
depends  on  the  casting  than  the  rings,  for  I have 
never  yet  seen  a ring  that  a fine  line  would  not 
hitch  round  sooner  or  later,  and  even  jam  on  the 
bottom  portion  of  the  so  much  vaunted  snake  rings 
more  than  some  others  I could  mention.  To  pro- 
ceed. Instead  of  using  apiece  of  stick,  match,  Ac., 
let  the  novice  cut  a small  piece  off  his  fine  line  (say 
yin.),  double  it,  and  attach  it  to  his  running  line 
by  means  of  a noose  the  exact  depth  he  wishes 
to  fish;  he  will  find  that  if  the  float  is  made 
properly,  or,  in  other  words,  the  ring  at  the 
bottom,  of  the  float  is  made  so  small  that  the 
little  piece  of  silk  cannot  possibly  pass  through, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  interfere  with  the  depth 
when  the  float  has  finally  settled,  and  the  top 
ring  large  enough  to  gather  in  the  line,  if  I may 
so  speak,  under  all  conditions  when  the  cast  is 
made — in  short,  five  or  six  times  as  wide  as  the 
bottom  ring — he  will  find  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  playing  his  quarry  and  fishing  any  depth  he 
pleases  with  the  nose  of  the  float,  'say,  from 
yin.  to  lin.  out  of  the  water,  similar  to  when 
floating  in  the  Trent  in  the  ordinary  way. 

“ He  surely  did  not  call  that  a slider-float,”  I 
said  to  a very  clever  angler  the  other  day,  “ with 
the  tiny  ring  at  the  top,  and  one  a little  larger  at 
the  bottom  ? ’ “ He  did  indeed,”  was  the  reply. 

“All  I can  say  is  it  is  a complete  contradiction 
to  what  I understand  by  a slider-float,  and  I wish 
him  joy  of  it.” 

The  best  slider-floats,  more  especially  for 
bream,  barbel,  and  dace  fishing,  can  be  obtained 
from  Nottingham,  and,  as  a well-known  Thames 
professional  said  tho  other  day  of  one  of  these 
floats,  “It  is  simply  perfect,  and  the  best  I have 
ever  seen.”  The  ordinary  Trent  slider  is  a cork 
float,  but  this  was  a quill.  As  a rule  it  will  bo 
easier  and  better  for  the  novice  to  use  tho  slider- 
float  in  all  swims,  holes,  and  eddies,  Ac.,  over  8ft. 
in  depth.  Thus  it  will  bo  seen  that  it  is  essen- 
tially a float  made  to  fish  in  swims  too  doop  to 
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bo  fished  in  any  other  style.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  I have  caught  bream  when  using  a 
(float  in  a 10ft.  swim  with  a rod  no  longer 
than  the  line,  and  when  I say  bream  I mean 
it;  but  it  was  a back-aching  job,  for  I had  no 
landing  net  or  slider-float  with  me  : the  swim 
was  low  down,  and  I do  not  intend  to  repeat  the 
operation.  As  the  slider  is  sailing  round  and 
round  the  fine  eddy  situated  nearly  opposite 
the  end  of  the  osier  holt  below  Carlton  Mill, 
gliding  over  the  wondrous  depths  of  the 
famous  Dunham  Dubs,  ever  ready  to  indicate 
the  bite  of  huge  Trent  bream,  or  cast  into  the 
still,  deep,  black  depths  of  Langsdale’s  Hole,  or 
in  Foottit’s  Hole,  and  other  deep  portions  of  the 
Trent,  it  slides  down  the  line  either  when 
pulling  up  or  playing  a fish,  until  the  lowest  ring 
rests  on  the  loop  of  the  gut  bottom  (a  3ft.  or  4ft. 
length),  and  it  may  be  used  in  very  deep  ponds, 
lakes,  or  meres,  &c.,  when  the  angler  wishes  to 
fish  off  the  bottom,  more  especially  with  a lively 
worm,  and  that  in  places  where  there  is  a con- 
siderable (often  a great)  amount  of  ooze  or 
sludge — the  accumulation  of  ages — and  often 
where  such  worm  sooner  or  later  naturally  works 
out  of  sight.  And  what  is  the  result  in  these 
cases  ? Anglers  frequently  go  home  utterly 
disgusted,  and  when  asked  if  they  have  had  any 
sport,  say  there  is  not  a fish  in  the  place.  They 
have  been  literally  ledgering  in  batter.  So  much 
for  fishing  without  a slider. 

One  thing  I have  forgotten.  Presuming  the 
swim  be  quite  clear,  should  the  float  present  a 
flat  appearance  on  the  surface  like  a piece  of  stick, 
it  means  the  bottom.  Sometimes  in  these  cases 
raising  the  rod  top  a foot  or  two  will  often  set  the 
tackle  free.  If  this  fails,  then  the  bit  of  doubled 
silk  must  be  put  lower  and  lower  on  the  line 
until  the  float  cocks,  and  glides  along  in  its  usual 
serene  manner.  Old  Hand. 


HINTS  AND  WRINKLES  ON  SEA 
FISHING-.* 


This  book  is  described  by  the  publishers  as 
essentially  for  amateurs,  and  they  claim  “ that 
for  simplicity  and  usefulness  it  is  well  in  advance 
of  any  other  work  issued  at  a popular  price.” 

The  list  of  contents  includes  articles  on  Sea 
Sickness,  Yarieties  of  Sea  Fishing,  Natural 
History  and  Sport,  Methods  of  Sea  Fishing, 
Night  Fishing,  Ground-baiting,  Making  One’s 
own  Tackle,  &c.  The  author  states  that, 
“ except  a couple  of  remarks  about  Chinese, 
Japanese,  and  ancient  modes  of  capturing  fish, 
there  is  not  a single  hint  from  cover  to  cover 
that  is  not  the  outcome  of  personal  observation 
and  experience.”  This  is  the  sort  of  writing  that 
justifies  the  launching  of  new  literature ; we 
have  too  many  patchwork  books,  the  one  con- 
structed from  many  others.  Abstruse  questions 
are  avoided ; the  author  goes  straight  to  his 
work  for  the  guidance  of  the  beginner.  Of 
course  he  does  not  cater  for  the  man  whose  con- 
stitution abhors  the  sea — the  dancing  of  the 
waves,  which  some  people  can  never  be  trained 
to  endure ; although  he  insists  that  the  less 
serious  cases  can  generally  be  cured  by  repeated 
trials,  custom  being  second  nature.  To  those  who 
never  suffer,  or  who  can  conquer  the  aversion  to, 
sea-sickness,  there  is  a healthful  charm  in  being 
in  a boat  on  “ the  blue,  the  fresh,  the  ever  free.” 
Doubtless  sea  fishiDg  offers  the  means  of  relief 
to  many  men  whom  destiny — in  the  shape  of 
family  obligations — has  landed  at  the  seaside  for 
the  annual  holiday,  and  affords  an  agreeable  and 
welcome  change  from  the  monotonous  parade, 
strand,  or  beach,  to  which  they  are  more  or 
less  enslaved  in  the  interest  of  the  juveniles.  Of 
course  boat  fishing  is  not  an  absolute  necessity  ; 
fishing  may  be  done  from  a pier,  a jetty,  a rock, 
where  such  conveniences  exist. 

The  book  deals  systematically  with  the  question, 
and  is  free  from  the  fault  of  profusion.  Hints 
should  suffice,  the  rest  being  left  to  common 
sense.  The  book  explains  the  kind  of  fish  and  how 
to  angle  for  them  all  round  the  coast,  so  that  the 
reader  who  has  chosen  some  favourite  health 
resort  may  discover — by  the  aid  of  the  index — 
what  kind  of  fish  frequent  the  place,  the  method 
of  going  to  work  to  catch  them,  the  addresses 

* “ Hints  and  Wrinkles  on  Sea  Fishing.”  By  “ Ich- 
thyosaurus.” London : Iliffe  & Son,  3,  St.  Bride- 
street,  Ludgate  Circus. 


and  tariff  charges  of  the  principal  hotels,  board- 
ing houses,  lodging  houses,  apartments,  &c.,  and 
the  places  at  which  bait  may  be  bought  or  boats 
engaged.  This  is  exceedingly  valuable  informa- 
tion. Or,  on  the  other  hand,  he  may  determine 
the  kind  of  fish  he  desires — cod,  haddock,  plaice, 
shell-fish,  &c. — and  then  find  in  the  book  the 
places  to  which  he  should  resort,  according  to  the 
season  chosen.  In  either  case  it  is  necessary  to 
know  the  kinds  of  bait  and  tackle  to  be  used, 
and  these  he  will  find  fully  described.  Again,  a 
list  of  railway  fares  to  be  paid,  the  lines  by  which 
to  travel,  are  matters  of  special  import  to  anglers 
whose  financial  means  are  limited.  For  further 
details  the  book  should  be  consulted.  The  price 
is  one  shilling. 


§>cotd)  Holes. 

By  Mac. 

Some  fine  fishing  for  finnock  of  exceptional 
quality  and  weight — better  than  for  years  past — 
has  recently  been  got  on  the  lower  lengths  of 
the  River  South  Esk,  near  Montrose. 


I understand  that  Mr.  Hudson,  barrister, 
London,  has  taken  on  a lease  of  eight  years  the 
cream  of  the  splendid  Drum  Castle  salmon  fishery 
of  the  Dee,  Aberdeenshire,  to  which,  on  a recent 
occasion,  I directed  attention  in  these  pages.  And 
at  a very  reasonable  figure,  too,  he  has  got  it. 
Lucky  man ! 

With  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  finnock 
sport  meantime,  owing  to  low  water,  is  slack  on 
all  the  rivers  of  Aberdeenshire,  including  Dee, 
Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  Cruden,  and  Ugie  ; but  in 
tideways  and  reaches  just  outside  tidal  influence 
angling  for  finnocks  is  here  and  there  occasionally 
pretty  encouraging.  

The  late  run  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  is  getting 
strong,  and  the  autumn  migration  of  salmon  has 
commenced  in  the  River  Ythan.  Over  miles  of 
this  fine  little  river  Mr.  George  Muirhead,  factor, 
Haddo  House,  by  Aberdeen,  grants,  with  the 
consent  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  free  permits  to  parties 
to  fish  for  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout,  finnock,  trout, 
and  pike.  

From  having  knocked  about  a bit  of  late,  I am 
able  and  pleased  to  say  that  the  finnock  or 
whitling  of  the  present  autumn  (so  far  as  it  has 
run)  in  East  and  North-East  of  Scotland  rivers 
are  in  general  very  fine  little  fishes — of  better 
quality,  size,  shape,  and  appearance  than  have 
been  got  at  this  early  time  of  the  season  for  a good 
few  years  past.  

Whether  what  at  present  there  are  indications 
of  will  actually,  as  time  wears  on,  be  proved  to 
be  the  case,  I care  not  to  predict  with  confidence  ; 
but  in  many  localities  there  is  in  the  meantime 
a strong  show  of  grilse  and  mature  sea  trout 
close  in  shore,  and  this,  speaking  of  it  in  a general 
sense,  is  very  unusual  in  early  autumn  in  the  sea 
districts  of  the  long-seasoned  rivers.  Such  a 
strong  show  gives  rise  to  and  encourages  the 
belief  that  with  and  after  the  earlier  floods 
there  will  be  a heavier  run  of  grilse  and  sea 
trout  in  many  rivers  than  is  often  the  case,  and 
that  subsequently,  should  conditions  be  favour- 
able, sport  with  these  delightfully  game  little 
fishes  may  be  counted  on  to  prove  exceptionally 
good.  

There  is  splendid  sea  trout  fishing  in  the 
Lossie  at  this  (autumn)  season,  alike  with  fly, 
tube,  minnow,  or  worm,  but  principally  with 
small  fly  when  the  water  is  low,  as  it  often  is  in 
September.  In  Lossiemouth,  just  at  hand,  there 
is  hotel  and  plenty  of  good  private  accommodation 
for  anglers.  The  Lossie  fish  are  beautiful,  game- 
some, and  grand  on  the  table. 

Another  tip-top  little  stream,  but  smaller  than 
the  Lossie,  is  the  Water  of  Cruden,  near  by  the 
Earl  of  Erroll’s  place  of  Slains  Castle  in  Aber- 
deenshire. For  sea  trout  and  finnock  fishing  it 
is  “ just  immense  ” after  a heavy  spate,  any  time 
between  the  middle  of  September  and  the  end  of 
October.  The  Kilmarnock  Arms  Hotel  in  Port 
Erroll,  hard  by,  is  very  convenient  for  anglers. 
By  living  there  they  have  fishing  rights  over  the 


best  of  the  water,  besides  permission  for  really 
first-rate  rough  shooting. 

The  height  of  absurdity  surely  is  reached  when 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  need  to  ask  all  the 
public  bodies  and  nobodies  if  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a close  time  for  trout.  They  ought  to  have 
more  respect  for  their  reputation  ; but  they  never 
were  credited  in  well-informed  quarters  with 
knowing  much,  especially  about  the  inland 
fisheries.  


The  dry  tract  of  weather  having  continued, 
most  Scotch  salmon  rivers  last  week  and  early 
this  week  were  running  in  rather  weak  volume 
for  good  sport.  Accordingly  the  takes,  spoken 
of  all  round,  were  rather  aisappointing  even  for 
this  time  of  year.  However,  on  reaches  of  several 
rivers,  including  in  particular  Spey  and  Tay, 
whose  back-end  season  begins  with  the  going  off 
of  the  nets,  a number  of  very  gratifying  scores 
an  earnest  of  better  to  follow,  no  doubt  were 
made  by  different  rods. 

The  weather  is  suiting  agriculturists  admir- 
ably, letting  them  get  along  uninterruptedly 
with  their  harvest  work,  but  if  it  continues  long 
as  it  has  been  for  the  past  ten  days,  anglers  will 
experience  a dearth  of  water,  get  out  of  humour, 
and  into  the  dumps  ! 

The  annual  report  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners, 
which  was  submitted  at  the  general  meeting  held 
on  Monday  last,  showed  that  the  revenue  of  the 
Commission  for  the  year  was  £3262,  and  the 
expenditure  £3108.  The  amount  expended  on 
protection  was  £2630.  There  had  apparently 
been  much  less  disease  among  the  fish  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  all  kinds  removed  from 
the  river  being  784 — 620  salmon,  36  grilse,  and 
128  sea  trout.  The  total  number  of  diseased  fish 
found  in  the  previous  year  was  6302.  Since 
1879  the  total  number  of  diseased  fish  taken 
from  the  river  and  buried  has  been  102,941. 
It  was  agreed,  as  recommended  in  the  report, 
to  expend  £20  on  experiments.  Mr.  Donaldson 
was  reappointed  superintendent,  and  a special 
committee  on  legislation  was  elected.  Owing  to 
persistent  and  determined  attempts  at  poaching, 
especially  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  policing 
of  the  Tweed  fisheries  is  a heavy  concern,  and 
to  meet  this  and  other  expenses  the  assessment 
was  fixed  at  20  per  cent,  on  the  rental. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  Sir  William 
Crossman,  stated  that  he  noticed  in  a Newcastle 
newspaper  that  a fortnight  ago  some  fishermen 
tried  the  salmon  in  deep  waters,  going  between 
seven  and  ten  miles  out.  In  about  thirty 
fathoms  of  water  they  came  upon  the  salmon, 
which  were  very  plentiful , and  on  the  first 
occasion  they  caught  fifteen.  On  another  occa- 
sion they  succeeded  in  capturing  twenty-four. 
Other  fishermen  got  to  hear  of  this  ; they  also  went 
to  deep  waters  with  their  boats,  and  their  success 
was  beyond  expectation.  This  was  an  important 
fact,  and  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  for  the  general  belief  was 
against  the  possibility  of  catching  salmon  so  far 
out  at  sea.  He  had  often  said  that  the  salmon 
was  a difficult  fish  to  understand,  but  the  item  of 
information  he  had  just  given  might  help  to  throw 
a great  deal  more  light  upon  the  habits  of  the 
fish.  But  is  it  quite  the  case,  Sir  William, 
that  the  catches  were  made  ? 

Mr.  John  McKenzie,  of  the  Royal  Hotel, 
Oban — good  sportsman  and  genial  popular  host — 
writes:  “ The  fishing  on  the  Awe  was  excellent 
this  year  both  for  salmon  and  grilse  ; and  while 
the  run  was  on  in  the  latter  end  of  June  and 
July  it  was  capital  also  for  sea  trout.  August 
was,  of  course,  of  little  account  for  any  kind  of 
fishing,  but  now  the  sport  with  salmon  is  pulling 
up  again.  In  a word,  this  has  been  a tip-top 
season  on  the  Awe  all  round.  A friend  of  mine 
went  to  the  Lews,  and  came  home  delighted  with 
the  sport  he  had  had  with  sea  trout.  The  Lists 
did  not  fish  quite  their  usual  in  the  early  part, 
but  very  good  sport  should  be  had  there  now  if 
the  weather  is  right ; at  present,  however,  it  is 
rather  dry  and  bright.  Lately  Tarbert,  Harris, 
has  shown  up  well  in  sea  trout,  and  done  a little 
in  salmon  and  grilse.  From  now  till  the  close 
of  the  season  the  Uists,  Harris,  and,  I should 
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fancy,  tho  lator  fishings  of  Skye  and  the  Lews, 
should  be  at  their  best  for  sea  trout.  Loch  Awe 
did  remarkably  well  in  grilse  from  about  the 
middlo  of  June  on  to  the  end  of  July  by  trolling, 
but  it  is  practically  all  over  there  now.  The 
Upper  Orchy,  at  Inveroran,  is  doing  well  in 
salmon,  and  will  continue,  weather  permitting, 
to  do  well  to  the  end  of  the  season,  but  the  fish 
by  tho  time  they  are  got  there  are  a trifle 
brownish.  The  Lochy  and  Spean,  our  most 
famous  West  Coast  rivers  for  big  fish,  have 
not  done  remarkably  this  year,  but  if  there  is 
plenty  of  water  they  should  do  well  in  sport  with 
tho  autumn  run  of  salmon.” 


In  low  clear  water — such  as  at  present  prevails 
• — about  the  best  flies  I could  name  for  fishing  all 
round  in  east,  north-east,  and  northern  rivers  for 
finnock  and  sea  trout  are  Saltoun,  Downman, 
Red  Twill,  Urey  Twill,  Watson’s  Fancy,  Golden 
Wasp,  Priest,  and  Blae  and  Silver. 


Foil  salmon  and  grilse  under  similar  conditions 
of  water,  about  the  best  flies  are  Silver  Doctor, 
Blue  Doctor,  Childers,  and  Black  Doctor.  In 
rivers  that  have  much  of  the  peaty  tint  I should 
on  bright  days  use  the  Blue  Doctor  most,  but  on 
very  clear  streams  the  Silver  Doctor.  The  Black 
Doctor  is  best  on  dark  days  without  any  sun- 
shine, and  the  Childers  I might  indicate  as  the 
fly  most  likely  to  bring  the  greatest  amount  of 
sport  under  mixed  or  slightly  subdued  conditions 
of  light.  For  all  sorts  of  fishing  the  flies  should 
be  small  and  the  gut  light,  as  long  as  the  weather 
keeps  fine  and  the  water  remains  low.  As  a 
limited  range  the  flies  I have  named  are  the 
best  I know  of  under  the  present  conditions  on 
the  most  of  the  waters  indicated.  The  salmon 
flies  should  generally,  I think,  run  about  Nos.  3, 
4,  and  5 of  hooks,  Bartleet’s  Limerick  scale ; 
and  the  finnock  and  sea  trout  flies  from  No.  10 
to  No.  13  of  same  scale. 


Mk.  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Perth,  representing  the  Perth  Club,  was  the 
winner  of  the  championship  and  a money  prize 
of  four  guineas  at  the  championship  com- 
petition held  on  Loch  Leven  on  Monday  last. 
Most  creditable  to  him,  he  had  both  the  heaviest 
basket  and  the  most  trout — eight  trout,  71b.  5oz. 
Mr.  Aitken,  of  the  Strathearn  Club,  who  took 
second  place  with  51b.  13Joz.,  had  the  heaviest 
trout — one  of  31b.  4oz.  The  Kinross-shire  Club’s 
competition  resulted : 1,  W.  B.  Constable ; 2, 
R.  B.  Smith ; 3,  P.  D.  Malloch.  The  patron’s 
prize,  competed  for  on  Saturday,  was  won  by 
J.  F.  Cameron,  Blairingone. 


_ Spout  continues  rather  dull  on  the  Solway 
rivers,  Esk  and  Annan. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord  Alfred  Paget 
had  a lot  of  capital  fishing  for  salmon  and  grilse 
on  the  Berriedale  last  month. 


The  free  water  of  the  Tay  at  Perth  and  the 
ticket  water  of  the  Forth  near  Stirling  have  both 
fished  pretty  well — the  former  for  salmon,  the 
latter  for  grilse — 3ince  the  netting  season  ended  a 
fortnight  ago. 


The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  his 
large  angling  party  are  having  good  sport  on  the 
Spey  near  Fochabers. 


Lord  Cavan  has  rented  Lord  Kintore’s 
famous  autumn  salmon  water  of  the  North  Esk, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  fishes  the  adjoining 
beat  of  Kirktonhill  and  Lord  Arbuthnott’s 
Hatton  fishery. 


I am  informed  that  Mr.  James  Brown,  fishery 
lessee,  New  Market,  Aberdeen,  has  rented  the 
Gruives  rod  fishery  of  the  River  Don,  which  he  is 
to  let  to  a limited  number  of  rods  at  £8  per  rod. 
The  fishery  is  very  prolific  of  salmon,  yielding 
every  autumn  a great  many  to  the  rod. 


Rather  unusual  for  this  early  time  of  tho 
autumn,  there  was  some  good  salmon  and  grilse 
angling  got  on  one  or  two  reaches  of  Tweed  last 
week. 


I understand  that  a few  grand  baskets  of  sea 
trout  were  got  on  the  River  Echaig  quite  recently. 


A correspondent,  who  must  have  already  had 
some  lucky  days  this  autumn,  bursts  forth  as 
follows:  “Autumn  angling  is  undoubtedly  the 
chief  of  piscatorial  pleasures.  With  the  sere  and 
yellow  leaf  adorning  the  banks  and  braes  of  every 
stream,  and  with  waving  corn  or  sheaf-dotted 
stubble  fields  spread  everywhere  before  him,  the 
angler  now  experiences  surrounding  enjoyments 
denied  to  him  at  other  seasons.  Soft  balmy 
winds  and  cloudy  skies,  tempering  the  sunlight, 
prevail  to  a large  extent.  The  whole  landscape 
is  rich  in  colour,  and  the  temperature  is  mild, 
making  outdoor  life  a positive  pleasure,  and 
angling  especially  a captivating  enjoyment. 
Compared  with  springtime,  when  the  country  is 
bleak  and  bare,  and  cold  ungenial  winds  whistle 
through  the  leafless  trees,  the  advantage  is  plea- 
santly apparent.  In  midsummer,  again,  the  glaring 
sun  and  shrunken  streams  forbid  any  degree  of 
success.  But  in  autumn  we  combine  the  brimming 
river  and  genial  atmosphere,  which,  together 
with  a seasonable  abundance  of  fish,  make  a'  gling 
at  that  time  something  to  live  for.  By  the 
middle  of  September  the  brown  trout  has  had 
his  day,  but  the  autumn  angler  has  no  need  to 
regret  this  withdrawal.  The  September  floods 
bring  on  the  prime  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  fish- 
ing; and  the  Waltonian  sentiment  regarding  the 
strawberry  is  equally  applicable  to  the  sea  trout.  A 
more  dainty  delicious  fish  might  have  been  made, 
but  so  far  it  has  not  been  discovered.  And  to 
complete  the  sum  of  its  delightful  attributes 
we  may  say  it  has  been  endowed  more  than  any 
other  fish  with  a generous  share  of  that  feminine- 
like fickleness  of  behaviour  which  has  attracted 
and  distracted  the  masculine  bosom  from  the 
beginning  of  time.  For  a short  space,  too,  the 
glories  of  the  spring  runs  of  salmon  are  revived, 
and,  with  the  absence  of  netting,  it  may  be  said 
that  there  are  more  fish  to  angle  for  now  than  at 
any  season  of  the  year.  But  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  quality  of  the  fish  is  not  the  same. 
Following  the  usage  of  Nature  on  the  earth  in 
their  outward  appearance,  their  vernal  brilliance 
and  sheen  are,  like  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf, 
tinged  with  autumn  tones  of  red — betokening 
with  them,  as  with  the  leaf,  a season  of  decay. 
Many  maintain  their  beauty  and  condition  far 
into  the  winter,  but  the  majority  grow  dark 
in  colour  and  soft  in  flesh  by  the  month  of 
November,  and  are  no  longer  suitable  to  grace 
the  hospitalities  of  the  honest  angler.” 


Even  yet,  which  is  more  late  over  than  usual 
for  it,  angling  on  the  sea  trout  fisheries  of  the 
West  of  Sutherland,  including  Loch  Stack,  Loch 
More,  Scourie  Hotel,  Rhiconich  Hotel,  &c., 
keeps  up  very  well. 


Mr.  Donald  Watson,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
19,  Inglis-street,  who  is  a perfect  artificer  in 
flies — the  inventor  of  the  celebrated  Watson’s 
Fancy  sea  trout  fly,  and  as  good  an  angler  as 
goes  upon  Highland  waters,  writes : “ I have 
pleasure  in  sending  you  some  Watson’s  Fancy 
flies,  and  hope  you  will  have  good  sport  with 
them.  I also  enclose  two  small  things  (tiny  flies 
little  known).  When  you  are  beat  just  try  them. 
Where  there  are  sea  trout  they  will  take  them 
when  nothing  else  will.  Use  them  with  the 
lightest  of  gut  in  the  finest  of  water — clear 
streams,  run  very  low.  The  River  Ness  is  now 
down  to  nothing,  but  still  plenty  of  fish  are  in  it. 
I have  not  heard  how  the  Fmdhorn  has  done 
since  the  nets  were  taken  off.  Loch  Maree  has 
been  doing  well  in  sea  trout ; but  for  this  sort  of 
angling  Tarbert,  Harris,  where  is  hotel  water,  is 
about  the  best  at  this  season,  only  it  is  so  far 
away.”  


I hear  from  Johnnie  Sutherland,  Durness, 
Sutherland,  that  “the  kyle  is  still  doing  well  in 
sea  trout.  Two  gentlemen  from  London  during 
the  week  had  from  eight  to  twelve  daily,  all  of 
good  size.  Pishing  the  tidal  pools  and  stre  nns, 
another  had  from  three  to  five  fine  fish  each 
day.  Mr.  Brown  is  doing  pretty  well  on  the 
river,  securing  two  and  three  salmon  and  grilse 
daily.  In  two  days’  fishing  on  Loch  Inshore,  Mr. 
Reed,  Leeds,  had  nearly  100  fine  brown  trout. 
Presently  good  fishing  weather — cloudy  and  a 
little  showery.”  

The  Mackintosh  writes:  “Unbound'od  satis- 
faction has  boon  expressed  at  tho  withdrawal 


(compulsory,  of  course)  of  the  prosecution  by 
Captain  Dunbar  Brander  against  Mr.  Smith, 
referred  to  in  this  column  last  week.  The 
action  was  withdrawn  simpliciter,  arid  that  being 
so,  another  action  for  the  same  offence  cannot 
be  brought  against  the  same  offender.  Emboldened 
by  the  success  of  the  prosecution  in  tho  Spey 
fishing  case,  it  is  understood  that  Geneial  Sir 
Reginald  Gipps,  tenant  of  the  Delfur  fishings, 
has,  with  the  consent  of  Lady  Seafield,  raised 
six  actions  of  interdict  to  prevent  the  people 
of  Rothes  from  fishing  for  trout  in  the  River 
Spey  without  permission.  It  so  happens  that  I 
was  made  fully  conversant  with  the  facts  of 
this  case  some  time  ago,  but  meantime  it  would 
be  premature  for  me  to  say  anything.” 


Writeth  the  Mackay  : “ A few  red  beasties 
are  being  met  with  on  the  Kincardine  O’Neil 
and  upper  reaches,  but  that  is  all,  and  most  of 
the  sportsmen  in  these  parts  are  off  the  river 
again  and  back  to  the  moors  driving  grouse.  On 
the  Banchory  and  lower  reaches,  however,  some 
fair  sport  is  being  had,  but  another  flood  is  neces- 
sary before  the  real  autumn  fun  can  have  a chance. 


“ A number  of  old  hands  are  again  at  the  rod. 
John  Mortimer  has  been  killing  a few  on  the 
S uie  water  for  Mr.  Williams,  who  is  coming 
north  in  a day  or  two.  Charlie  Gill  and  Mr. 
Watson  are  getting  an  occasional  rise  on  Wood- 
end,  and  your  old  friend  Frank  has  his  hands  full 
wi  h a bevy  of  rods  on  Blackball  Castle. 
Old  Mr.  Lamond  is  sharing  your  favourite  casts 
on  Bailogie  with  Mr.  W.  E.  Nichol,  the  pro- 
prietor, who  retains  the  lower  half  for  himself, 
and  also  shares  the  Commonty  with  Dr. 
Farquharson.  There  are  one  or  two  new  rods 
about  Banchory  and  the  lower  waters.  Captain 
Ashton  has  the  Lower  Crathes,  Mr.  Teacher  the 
Kinneskie  fishings,  and  Colonel  Houldsworth  the 
Knappaoh,  and  so  on.  Mrs.  Pickering  has  the 
Borrowstone  and  Kincardine  Lodge  fishings, 
some  three  or  four  miles  of  which  she  has  re- 
tained for  herself  and  guests,  and  the  other  beats 
are  “ as  you  were,”  or  otherwise  fully  let.  All 
that  is  wanted  is  the  sine  qua  non  to  a good  back- 
end— a run  of  fish.  There  are  plenty  of  anglers 
on  the  look  out.” 


Mr.  Ritchie,  of  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel,  New- 
burgh, Aberdeenshire,  writes  : “ The  weather 

throughout  the  past  week  was  much  more  favour- 
able for  anglers,  and  doubtless,  had  a serious 
effort  been  put  forth,  many  good  baskets  would 
have  found  their  way  into  the  hotel ; as  it  was  not 
for  lack  of  trout  (all  speak  of  them  as  plentiful) 
but  for  want  of  time  to  fish — golf,  golf,  nothing 
but  golf ; all  seem  golf  mad.  Few  baskets  worth 
chronicling  were  secured  under  the  circum- 
stances, therefore  it  would  be  alike  unfair  both 
to  river  and  sportsman  to  predict  prospects.  The 
nets  will  be  off  ere  this  paragraph  appears,  and  all 
that  can  be  said  with  a degree  of  certainty  is  that 
if  the  river  is  well  fished  it  will  belie  former 
years  should  it  not  to  the  end  of  the  season,  if  the 
weather  proves  favourable,  furnish  a good  account 
of  itself.” 


Mr.  Macdonald,  of  Taynuilt  Hotel,  writes : 
“ The  River  Awe  is  in  good  condition  for  fishing, 
though  it  would  certainly  be  the  better  for  more 
rain.  Salmon  are  very  plentiful  in  the  pools ; 
we  had  a beauty  yesterday  (Monday)  of  181b. 
Sea  trout  are  taking  well,  especially  in  Loch 
Etive  (a  sea  locb).  with  the  ordinary  trout  fly. 
L'his  fishing  has  only  come  within  our  notice  for 
two  seasons,  and  promises  to  do  well  if  better 
known.” 


On  Tuesday  the  weather  changed,  and  became 
much  colder,  and  rain  broke  out  here  and  there 
over  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  Scotland. 
It  has  not,  however,  yet  become  general  nor  con- 
tinued for  long  in  any  district. 

Last  week,  in  addition  to  trout  and  sea  trout, 
no  fewer  than  fifteen  grilse  were  caught  by 
anglers  on  the  fine  stretch  of  the  Deveron  at 
Huntly  that  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon  so  generously  throws  open  to  the 
public.  And,  moreover,  prospects  have  been 
much  enhanced  by  the  increase  of  water  from 
tho  recent  rains. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

<-30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add -145  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Adds 80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

I smith.  / ham. 

V50  „ „ Barnes.  '■85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  Hiqh  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Sept- 

8 

Morning 

7.22  

Evening. 

7 54 

Sunday,  ,, 

9 

9 25 

Monday,  ,, 

10 

10.15  

1058 

Tuesday. 

n 



Wednesday,  ,, 

12 

0.38 

Thursday, 

13 

1.18 

Friday,  ,, 

14 

1.54 

High  Water 

AT 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Eve'  ine 

Saturday,  Sept. 

8 

8.  2 

8.34 

Sunday, 

9 

9.15  

10.  5 

Monday,  ,, 

10 

10.55  

11.38 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks  — The  Metro- 
politan river  has  been  watched  over  by  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  for  a period  of  fifty-six 
years,  and  still  retains  its  popularity  as  one  of  the  best 
free  fisheries  in  this  country.  The  establishment  of  the 
Society  in  1838  was  intended,  first  of  all,  to  protect  the 
river  from  the  enormous  amount  of  poaching  that  was 
at  that  time  practised,  and  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  the  young  broods  and  spawn  during  the  fence 
season,  as  the  anglers  then  were  getting  so  little  sport. 
Since  then  it  has  been  maintaining  a good  stock  of  fish  for 
the  anglers, and  it  has  succeeded  in  the  complete  annihila- 
tion of  an  organised  system  of  illegally  netting  tbe 
preserved  portion,  so  that  the  river  at  the  present  time 
is  freed  from  a daring  and  resolute  gang  of  poachers. 
In  various  parts  of  the  country  which  I have  visited, 
the  local  anglers  in  referring  to  the  sport  in  the  Thames 
have  considered  it  marvellous  with  so  large  a con- 
stituency of  anglers  there  should  be  such  great  takes  of 
fish,  not  only  in  regard  to  quantity,  but  to  the  number 
of  fine  specimens  that  are  continually  found  in  roach, 
bream,  barbel,  and  perch.  Mr.  Montague  Davenport, 
C.C.,  reports  that  on  Friday  in  last  week,  with  his  son 
and  his  father,  in  one  of  Spong’s  punts  at  Twickenham, 
attended  by  Spiers,  they  caught  two  hundred  and  five 
fish,  in  all  over  seventeen  dozen,  and  with  the  exception 
of  three  barbel  and  a couple  of  roach  were  all  dace, 
most  of  them  fine  ones,  and  all  in  splendid  condition. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  during  the  week, 
ten  dozen  of  roach,  eight  barbel,  two  jack,  one  brace  of 
perch,  and  one  chub.  Lotan  Hackett,  twelve  dozen  of 
roach,  five  barbel,  two  bream,  and  abrace  of  perch. 

(Hampton  Court). — The  water  has  run  down 

very  low  and  bright,  but  the  fishermen  are  getting 
some  good  roach,  from  six  to  seven  dozen  each  punt, 
and  a few  barbel. — B. 

. (Kingston). — John  Knight,  during  the  week, 

eighteen  bream,  ten  barbel,  six  jack,  twelve  brace  of 
perch,  the  largest  perch  lib.  9oz.,' the  others  were  all 
about  lib.  each,  nineteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
five  eels,  the  largest  21b.  3oz.,  the  others  about  lib. 
•each.  N.  Bolton,  in  the  week,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  eleven  bream,  eight  brace  of  perch,  sixteen 
dozen  of  gudgeon,  and  eight  jack.  J.  Wilkes,  in  four 
and  a-half  days,  eighteen  bream,  three  brace  of  perch, 
five  jack,  six  dozen  of  gudgeon,  six  dozen  of  roach  and’ 
dace. — B. 

— (Lechlade,  Cricklade).  — This  river  is  in 

splendid  angling  trim.  Numerous  anglers  have  been 
out  with  variable  success.  There  are  some  fine  tench 
and  perch  to  be  caught  in  parts  of  this  waterway.  In 
the  evening  the  big  chub  and  dace  can  be  seen  rising 
freely.  Bottom  fishers  for  perch  and  roach  have 
recently  been  doing  fairly  well. — Rambler. 

(Marlow). — Sport  has  been  very  fair  here 
lately.  Mr  H.  W.  Ansell,  of  London,  out  with  W. 
Lloyd,  in  three  days,  took  fifteen  barbel,  five  chub,  three 
perch,  some  dace,  &c.  Water  in  good  order.— C L 
Mathews. 

(Richmond). — The  fishermen  report  they  have 

been  getting  some  roach  and  dace,  but  the  sport  has  not 
been  very  bright. — B. 

(Staines). — Charles  Hone  writes  : “I  have 
been  out  to-day  (Monday)  for  trout  with  Mr.  R.  H. 
Head,  who  caught  two  fish,  one  51b.,  the  other  41b., 
and  on  the  previous  Wednesday  one  of  31b.  6oz.,  so  you 
see  a few  trout  are  still  to  be  found.” — B. 

• (Sunbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  during 

the  week,  have  taken  twenty-three  barbel  and  a good 
quantity  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Bolt,  with  E. 
Clarke,  jun.,  in  tbe  week,  eighty-six  barbel,  most  of 
these  being  put  back  again,  thirty-four  bream,  and 
fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Herbert,  in  one 
day,  three  dozen  roach  and  dace,  three  barbel,  and  one 
bream. — B. 


Themes  (Teddington).— W.  McBride,  in  two  days 
with  Messrs.  Chaplin,  twenty  dozen  roach  and  dace,  two 
jack,  two  bream,  one  barbol,  and  a perch  of  ljlb.,  the 
total  weight  being  43£lb.  ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Muuroe,  six  dozen  of  dace  and  three  barbel;  another 
day,  with  Mrs.  Murphy,  three  dozen  of  dace,  one  barbel, 
and  a jack  of  6£lb.,  the  latter  being  caught  with  a lob 
worm  ; another  day,  with  Dr.  Parkburst,  six  dozen  of 
gudgeon,  four  perch,  and  a jack,  4flb. ; another  day, 
with  Mr.  Dixon,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Twickenham).— S.  Cole,  in  the  week,  twenty 

fine  barbel,  three  fine  perch,  five  bream,  and  ten  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace.  John  Spong,  in  four  days,  461b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  five  barbel,  and  three  jack.  H.  Spiers, 
in  addition  to  the  day  with  Mr.  Davenport  previously 
rt  ferred  to,  on  two  other  days,  eighteen  barbel  and  ten 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  j.  Dunn,  in  two  half-days, 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Coxen,  in  two  days, 
twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Frost,  in  the  week, 
forty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  three  barbel  (the  largest 
4)lb.),  four  bream  (the  largest  3|lb.),  and  a perch  of 
lib.  6oz.  H.  Anger,  in  one  day,  five  dozen  roach  and 
dace,  and  one  barbel. — B. 

(Walton)  — Two  gentlemen,  one  day,  seven 

dozen  of  roach ; H.  Searle,  in  one  day,  seven  dozen  of 
roach  ; George  Hone,  six  dozen  of  gudgeon ; G.  Laney, 
twelve  bream,  one  jack,  one  barbel,  and  a perch ; and 
J.  Whatford,  six  dozen  of  roach.  A juvenile  angler 
from  the  bank,  one  day,  a barbel  of  2)lb. , and  two  bream 
of  1 Jib.  each. — B. 

' — (Weybridge). — Herbert  Curr,  one  day,  with 

Mr.  Bigbie,  twelve  dozen  of  fine  roach,  and  on  another 
day,  with  Mr.  T.  Dix,  three  jack,  the  largest  111b., 
which  was  the  only  one  kept. — B. 

■ ■ (Windsor  District).  — Beautiful  autumn 

weather  has  favoured  the  angler  recently,  but  sport 
considering  state  of  the  water  has  been  poor.  ' Barbel 
are  very  shy  now,  as  also  are  the  chub  and  roach. 
Several  jack  have  been  taken,  the  best  fish  being  one  of 
just  61b.,  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Howlett,  of  Eton,  the  secretary 
of  the  local  angling  club.  This  fish,  which  I inspected, 
bad  two  marks,  where  he  had  broken  away  twice  pre- 
viously from  the  angler  who  . stuck  to  him  with  the 
above  result.  Mr.  F.  Roberts,  of  Windsor,  on  one 
occasion  had  a nice  show  of  four  barbel,  one  dozen 
dace  three  dozen  gudgeon,  and  a chub.  One  of  our 
local  enthusiasts,  Mr.  B.  Thomas,  of  the  Christopher 
Tap,  Eton,  has  been  seeking  waters  new,  and  a pretty 
little  basket  of  a dozen  Welsh  trout  sent  to  Mr.  Barn- 
bridge,  of  Eton,  created  much  interest,  though  I fear 
Mr  T.  will  be  debited  with  taking  undersized  Thames 
trout.  Gudgeon  are  coming  well  to  the  rake  and,  afford 
capital  sport  to  ladies  and  children.— B.  R.  B. 

Ancholma  District. — As  farmers  are  in  the 
middle  of  harvest  work,  tbere  has  been  a falling  off  in 
the  number  of  anglers.  Wind  is  northerly  and  cold, 
which  puts  the.  fish  to  a great  extent  off  the  feed. 
Waters  are  getting  into  good  condition,  and  pike  fishing 
should  improve  shortly. — Thomas  Ford. 

Coin  (Gloucestershire). — Things  have  been  very 
quiet  with  trout  fishers  throughout  the  course  of  this 
stream.  Amongst  others,  Mr.  James  Ogden  has  been 
busy  again  at  Wilkington,  where  he  has  much  improved 
and  replenished  the  stream  both  with  trout  and 
crayfish.  Mr.  A.  lies,  Mr.  English,  and  Mr.  Morgan 
have  also  been  having  some  sport. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Everyday  there  is  an  influx  of 
clay  water  into  the  Camel,  and  although  it  leaves  no 
poisonous  effects  on  the  fish,  sport  is,  of  course,  entirely 
stopped  until  the  clay  water  has  disappeared.  This  is 
very  unfortunate,  for  the  anglers  have  had  many  disap- 
pointments during  the  week.  As  far  as  1 can  learn  only 
one  salmon  and  half  a dozen  peal  were  taken.  On  the 
Fowey  matters  are  just  as  bad — very  little  cause  to 
grumble  at  the  colour,  but  no  migratory  fish  running. 
The  earlier  and  larger  peal  are  in  the  spawning  grounds, 
the  run  of  school  peal  is  getting  smaller,  and  salmon 
have  not  appeared  in  anything  like  quantity.  In 
answer  to  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  correspondent, 
permit  me  to  say  that  the  peal  is  purely,  simply,  and 
certainly  a sea  trout. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  NT . Wales 1 . — The  river  has  run  very 
low,  and  salmon  fishing  has  been  a failure  the  last  week  ; 
plenty  of  fish  up,  but  won’t  be  enticed  out.  Trout 
and  grayling  have  been  moving  better,  and  some  very 
good  baskets  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Crompton, 
Jordan,  Roberts,  Bell,  and  Williams  ; the  best  grayling 
lflb.,  trout  lib.  Wednesday,  heavy  showers.  Mr. 
Lmguard  killed  a salmon  5£lb. 

Derwent,  Dalton  (Yorks). — The  river  is  very  low, 
and  water  in  bad  order.  Fishing  quite  in  abeyance,  and 
likely  will  be  until  after  a good  fresh. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  good  on  the  wh  ole 
this  week.  A dish  of  eight  brace  of  trout  and  gray- 
ling was  made  by  Mr.  Butterworth  (of  Stafford),  on 
Saturday  last,  on  the  Uttoxeter  water,  this  with  the 
Orange  Dun  and  the  Dark  Oiive.  Another  bag  of  four  and 
a half  brace  was  taken  with  the  Rough  Bumble  on  same 
day  from  same  length.  Mr.  Hurst  has  done  fairly  well 
on  the  Dove  Dale  length. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Hast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 

A lot  of  netting  is  still  being  done  in  the  tidal  waters 
and  in  the  pools  below  the  weirs.  As  to  genuine  sport 
it  is  about  nil,  although  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition 
for  fishing. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  river  is  improving  in  condition, 
and  a good  quantity  of  salmon  trout  have  got  into  the 
upper  rivers,  and,  should  we  have  a decent  flood,  sport 
will  be  excellent.  The  other  day  Mr.  Baker,  Grosmont, 
landed  a salmon  trout  of  31b.  ; Mr.  C.  Marks  one  of  51b., 
and  Mr.  Robert  Hay  one  of  31b.  Among  the  other  takes 
are  Mr.  James  Robinson,  three  salmon,  weighing 
respectively  121b.,  51b.,  and  41b.  ; Mr.  R.  Rastall,  one  of 


41b. ; and  Mr.  J.  Calvert,  two,  of  21b.  and  31b.— 
J.  J.  J. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Prior  to  the  wind-up 
of  the  trout  season  on  Brampford  waters  we  had  the 
biggest  flood  of  the  year,  the  Exe  rising  fully  five  feet. 
This,  of  course,  brought  out  the  worm  fishermen  in  full 
force,  and  some  very  fair  bags  were  made.  The  fly 
fishing  finished  up  quite  in  keeping  with  the  general 
style  of  the  past  season,  wretchedly  bad.  — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
this  week  has  again  been  favourable  for  angling.  Some 
good  accounts  come  from  the  upper  lengths  of  the 
Forty-foot,  Swineehead  Bridge,  and  Donington  Bridge. 
Spalding  anglers  have  been  doing  well  on  the  Glenn  and 
Counter  drain. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Sport  on  the  river  and  canal 
continues  good.  Fine  perch  are  plentiful  above  Lady 
Bridg;e  on  the  canal.  Below  Bollam  on  the  river 
grayling  are  congregating,  and  several  local  men  have 
taken  good  dishes.  On  Monday  the  members  of  the 
Worksop  United  Club  fished  at  Brigg.  Of  the  thirty- 
three  fishing  twenty-five  gained  prizes. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  via  Oswestry  (North  Wales).— 
Since  my  last  report  the  few  boats  that  have  been  out 
have  had  good  sport.  Thursday,  Aug.  30,  J.  Newton 
Mappin,  Esq.,  caught  seven  weighing  51b.  ; Messrs. 
Emmott  and  Moss,  twelve,  81b.  8oz.  ; Mrs.  A.  Emmett 
and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Emmott,  five,  31b.  8oz.  Friday,  Mrs. 
W.  Emmott  and  Capt.  Lees,  six,  41b.  8oz.;  Mrs.  A. 
Emmott  and  Mr.  Moss,  nine,  61b.  Monday,  Sept.  3, 
Miss  Mappin,  six,  41b.  4oz.  Wednesday,  Messrs.  Mappin 
and  Haigh,  seven,  51b.  ; Miss  Smith  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Mappin  seven,  41b.  8oz.  The  fish  have  never  been  in 
better  condition  nor  more  sportive. — Long  Drift. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Sport  has  again  been  of  a variable 
character ; in  some  places  it  has  been  fairly  good,  whilst 
in  other  cases  it  has  been  almost  blank.  Ferry  Boat, 
Tottenham. — The  water  is  low  ; still  a few  good  roach 
have  been  caught,  Mr.  Albini  accounting  for  a dozen 
one  day.  The  Navigation  Water  at  Tottenham  is  in 
splendid  condition,  and  fair  catches  of  roach  have  been 
the  rule,  one  of  lib.  weight  being  the  best  fish  this 
week.  Waltham  Abbey  and  Cheshunt. — Some  few 
bream  and  roach  have  been  taken.  The  open  com- 
petition at  Harry  Avis’,  King’s  Arms,  Waltham  Abbey, 
will  take  place  on  Sept.  16  Broxbourne. — Some  nice 
takes  of  roach  and  small  jack  have  been  made.  Fish 
and  Eels. — Some  good  perch  up  to  lib.  weight  have  been 
had.  The  pike  fishing  there  is  now  open.  Small  jack 
are  in  evidence  just  now,  and  are  a nuisance  to  the 
perch  fishers  by  destroying  their  live  minnows.  Weather 
and  water  favourable. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  Angling  is 
fairly  good,  but  trout  fishing  ended  at  the  end  of  last 
month,  and  grayling  have  not  been  well  on  the  feed  as 
yet.  A good  few  rods  have  been  out.  The  Pinsley  is 
in  good  order  for  fishing  ; sport  in  it  quiet. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — Rivers 
are  running  down,  and  will  be  in  good  order  for  grayling 
by  Sept.  8 if  the  weather  holds  moderately  favourable. 
Some  fair  baskets  have  bee"  made.  Nearly  all  the 
autumn  flies  are  out.  Sink-and-draw  fishing  with  grass- 
hopper should  now  be  good.  Prospects  for  coming  week 
very  favourable. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  in  very  good  condi- 
tion from  Weir  downwards,  but  very  low  above,  owing 
to  repairs  still  going  on.  I expect  the  water  to  be  shut 
back  this  (Wednesday)  night.  A few  good  takes  of 
roach  and  bream,  nothing  to  speak  of  in  any  other  way. 
Baits — gentles,  paste,  lob-worms. — R.  S.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  weather  has  been  most 
suitable  for  anglers,  and  many  have  been  on  the  “ war 
path”  in  this  district.  Roach  and  bream  are  feeding 
well,  and  several  good  catches  of  perch  are  reported. 
Some  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  in  the 
Castor  district,  and  some  good  bream  have  been  captured 
at  Wausford.  Some  good  sport  has  also  been  obtained 
at  Whittlesey. — E.  A.  S. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Since  writing  you, 
the  following  takes  show  thit  we  are  likely  to  have  a 
lively  time  with  the  roach,  the  fresh  water  having 
brought  them  on  well : Messrs  Goodm  tn,  101b.  roach  ; 
Marshall,  81b.  roach  ; Harrison,  71b.  roach  ; White,  7Jlb. 
roach  ; Thurston,  91b.  roach  ; Salmons,  31b.  roach ; 
Kemble,  51b.  roach  ; Parker,  51b.  roach  ; Straight,  61b. 
roach  and  one  bream  (2jlb  );  Woodland,  4ilb.  roach  ; 
Jaques,  41b.  roach:  Arnold,  7lb.  roach;  Knowl,  61b. 
roach  and  one  jack  (4)lb.). — John  War  .er. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton,  St  Neots)  —The  bream  and 
roach  have  gone  off  lately,  but  cuub  are  on  the  feed.  Dr. 
Van  Berge  has  caught  three  tine  fish,  oue  of  21b.,  another 
of  31b.,  and  another  of  3jlb.  We  only  need  the  weather 
to  settle  for  good  sport  again. — W.  Docker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Sport  has  not  been  quite  so 
brisk  as  last  week,  which  may  probably  be  accounted 
for  by  the  clearness  of  the  water  and  the  changeable 
weather.  Still,  there  is  not  very  much  to  complain  of. 
Bream  in  Houghton  Fourgate  Pit  are  still  “ mad  on,” 
and  the  place  is  well  worth  a visit,  as  tremendous 
catches  are  being  made  daily.  Roach,  too,  continue  in 
a taking  humour,  and  are  now  in  first-class  condition. 
Rudd,  chub,  and  perch  are  very  quiet,  although  plenty 
of  the  latter  may  be  seen  feeding  in  all  parts  of  the 
stream.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  trailing  for  pike  is  still 
being  carried  on,  and  this  practice  should  be  discon- 
tinued, or  pike  fishing  will  soon  be  at  a very  low  ebb. 
Mr.  Smith  Barry,  M.P.,  is  offering  a silver  challenge 
cup  for  specimen  fish  taken  by  members  of  the 
Huntingdon  Angling  Association.  London  members 
please  note.  All  information  regarding  it  may  be 
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obtained  from  the  bon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Measures, 
Cemetery -road,  Huntingdon. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon.)  — The  main  river  does  not 
yiold  much  sport  yet.  not  many  takes  have  boon  made  , 
but  tho  Fonrgate  Pit,  as  mentioned  boforo,  huH  been, 
and  is  now,  the  principal  spot  for  good  sport  with  tho 
bream.  The  rains  which  wo  have  bad  have  not  mude  the 
slightest  improvement  in  tho  main  water,  but  perhaps  it 
may  be  better  for  pike  fishing  later  on.  H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).  Tho  water  is  in  very  fair  condi- 
tion, but  perhaps  a little  too  bright.  Decent  sport  has 
been  had  lately,  though  I have  beard  of  nothing  extra- 
ordinary being  done. — Wm,  Nash. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). - The  recent  rains  have  put  a real 
good  colour  in  the  water,  but  the  downpours  have  been 
so  heavy  that  anglers  have  been  driven  to  shelter,  po  no 
specimen  takes  to  record  during  the  week.  I bad  four- 
teen  jack  in  two  days  from  our  baited  bream  swim,  but 
none  went  over  51b. — A Scard. 

Rother  (at  Bodiam  and  Winchelsea).— Bream 
are  well  on  the  feed  at  both  places.  Roach  are  tairly 
plentiful.  A visit  to  either  place  would  bo  well  repaid, 
as  the  water  is  in  beautiful  condition.  Hy.  Dowsett. 

Slapton  Ley. -Good  fishing  during  the  past  week 
has  taken  place  among  the  pike,  rudd,  Ac.  Mr.  Ashwell, 
Banbury  (largest  pike,  71b.).  also  Mr.  Knowles,  Reading 
have  done  exceedingly  well  ; also  Mrs.  Tomkins  and 
son  London.  But  the  most  fortunate  angler  during  the 
week  has  been  Mr.  Joseph  Hicks,  of  Banbury,  who  has 
taken  during1 1 hat  period  nineteen  pike,  six  being  taken 
one  evening  after  six  o’clock,  two  among  them  71b.  each. 
He  has  also  taken  a magnificent  perch  of  31b.,  which  is 
being  set  up : also  a considerable  number  of  rudd, 
•to.  Some  of  the  anglers  have  yielded  up  the  rod  for 
the  gun,  and  are  daily  making  good  bags.— Joseph 
Dowse.  . 

Stort  (Harlow).— The  water  is  clear,  and  likely  to 
be  so  this  week.  Mr.  .T.  Mortlock,  of  Harlow,  caught  a 
jack  of  6Jlb. ; also  two  chub,  21b.  each  ; J.  Dobson,  one 
perch,  ljlb.  Several  other  good  fish  have  been  taken. 

D.  Sfringham. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — The 

weather  has  been  more  settled  during  the  week,  and 
the  generality  of  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  order. 
Visitors  to  the  Ouse  have  taken  some  good  roach  by 
light  ledgering  below  Lewes,  and  from  the  upper  waters 
good  takes  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace  are  recorded.  _ A 
pike  of  8Jlb.  was  recently  taken  from  the  Fletching 
district,  i'he  Arun  has  been  well  patronised.  Several 
roach  of  over  21b  and  bream  weighing  3|lb.  have  been 
taken.  The  Rother  is  in  good  order,  and  roach  feeding 
fairly  well ; seven  finh  taken  on  Monday  weighed  6Hb. 
Small  pike  have  been  taken  from  below  Selham,  and  a 
nice  trout  of  2Jlb.  was  recently  taken  with  gentles 
while  roaching.  Bream  and  roach  are  feeding  freely  at 
Chichester  Canal,  and  up  the  coast  good  sport  ha3  been 
had  among  the  mackerel  bv  whiffing. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Nothing  worth  reporting 
has  been  taken  in  this  water  since  my  last  report.  A 
few  roach  may  he  taken  in  early  morning  or  evening 
fishing,  but  sport  is  very  slow.  Water  is  as  bright  as 
possible,  and  nothing  will  be  done  until  a shoot  of  water 
comes. — W.  Bainbridge 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  S.  Wales).— Only  small  baskets 
of  trout  taken ; no  salmon.  Water  low  and  bright. 
Fine  weather  for  our  harvest. — H.  S.  H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  running  in  order  for 
angling.  Heavy  thunderstorms  have  been  had,  but  the 
wateris  now  suitable  for  either  fly  or  bottom-fishing,  and 
a fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out.  Grayling  are 
moving  better.  Trout  are  not  feeding  well,  but  a few 
nice  ones  have  been  landed.  In  the  water  below  Steven- 
ton  a good  dish  of  grayling  were  landed  with  the  August 
Dun  and  Silver  Twist.  At  Ashford  six  trout  were 
taken  with  wasp  grnb. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  heavy  rain  has  been 
had,  and  the  water  has  been  slightly  stained,  but  it  is  in 
order  for  angling.  A good  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
Grayling  and  trout  have  moved  well,  and  some  very  nice 
dishes  of  fish  have  been  taken.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwycbe  are  all  low,  little  sport  in  them,  of  late. — W. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  continues  in  capital  order 
for  salmon  angling,  but  only  little  sport  is  being  ob- 
tained. On  Friday,  Colonel  Rocke  caught  two  salmon  ; 
Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one;  Saturday,  Colonel  Rocke  had 
two  ; Colonel  Waddilove,  one  ; Monday,  Gen.  Sir  C.  L. 
Barnard,  one,  171b. ; Mr.  H Freeman,  one  ; Tuesday, 
Mr.  Rickards,  one  ; General  Mignnn,  one.  Only  a few 
trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly  and  minnow. — T. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Fishing  has  been  exceedingly 
good  this  last  week.  Mr  Louis  Barre,  9flb.  perch 
(largest  fish  lib.  4oz.),  and  one  pike  about  31b.  ; Mr. 
Floris,  twenty-four  roach  and  bream,  111b.  ; Mr.  Black, 
61b.  bream  ; Mr.  Boric,  some  fine  bream  scaling  2jlb. 
each ; Mr.  Otto,  some  good  bream  and  roach ; Mr. 
Wilmot,  two  jack,  11  Jib. ; Mr.  Smith,  one  jack,  41b.; 
one  eel,  2Hb.  There  have  also  been  several  other  good 
takes  during  the  week.  Bream  are  feeding  on  paste 
and  the  tail  of  a lob.  Perch  were  taken  with  lob  worm. 
— A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).  — Good  takes  of 
bream  continue  to  be  made  on  tho  river.  One  angler 
had  301b.  of  bream.  Boston  is  still  the  leading 
rendezvous,  and  from  thence  many  go  further  afield. 
Fishing  on  the  Fossdyke  has  been  somewhat  tame,  but 
the  roach  taken  are  usually  fine. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Botb  rivers 
are  now  in  excellent  condition  for  lly  fishing,  and  some 
capital  sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  present 
week  ; both  trout  and  grayling  have  risen  freely.  Ash 
Dun,  Grey  Quill,  and  Red  Spinner  have  proved  killing 
Hies.  I saw  a splendid  dish  of  trout  last  night  which 
had  been  killed  with  these  flies. — Dotterel. 


SEA  WISHING. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Rockfishers’  Association.— 

A competition  under  the  auspices  of  this  association 
took  piano  on  Saturday,  and  the  following  are  the 
prize  winners  : George  Ross,  22lb.  10o/.  ; JamcH  Wilson, 
201b.  I4oz.  ; Alexander  Douglas,  191b.  5oz. ; James 
Brown,  171b.  15oz.  ; Alexander  Adams,  12lb.  I.joz.  ; 4Vm. 
Campbell,  121b.  loz.  ; George  Cushnie,  91b.  lOoz.  ; James 
Cable,  61b.  ; David  Young,  61b.  ; John  Stewart,  31b.  12oz. 
The  special  prizes  this  month  are  Mr.  I..  Anderson’s 
silver  medal  for  the  heaviest  fish,  and  Mr.  Gordon 
David’s  prize  for  the  second  heaviest.  Mr.  George 
M'Leod  is  leading  at  present  for  the  medal,  with  a fish 
weighing  171b.  , 

Aberdeen.  — Messrs.  Whitehead  & Company  s 
Employes. — An  interesting  rock-fishing  competition 
was  held  on  Saturday  by  tbo  employes  of  Messrs.  White- 
head  & Sons,  granite  merchants.  A number  of  prizes 
were  presented  by  Mr.  F.  Whitehead,  Mr.  Manners,  and 
Mr.  Johnston.  The  result  of  the  competition  was  as 
follows —First,  David  M’Donald  ; second,  D.  Wright; 
third,  W.  Low;  fourth,  J.  Sutherland  ; fifth,  G.  Robb; 
sixth,  J Munro  ; seventh,  G.  Pennie  ; eighth,  A.  Young. 

Aberffraw  (Anglesey). — On  Tuesday  this  week 
Mrs.  Radcliffe,  Liverpool,  caught  three  dozen  fine 
mackerel  and  a gurnet  in  a short  time,  and  the  Rhosnegir 
boats  had  splendid  catches  of  mackerel.  Weather 
delightful. — W.  H.  , . 

Brighton. — We  have  had  calm  seas  and  good  fishing 
weather  for  some  days  past,  and  numbers  of  boat  anglers 
have  been  off.  As  an  example  of  takes,  I may  mention 
two  anglers,  in  the  course  of  two  hours  fishing,  took 
forty-four  pout  whiting  and  a codling,  on  lug  worm  and 
cuttlefish  bait. — H. 

Deal.— The  season  has  opened  fairly  well,  good 
catches  of  whiting  and  dabs  being  reported  as  taken  in 
the  hay.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  have  brought  in  60  to 
80  whiting  and  other  fish  daily.  Mr.  Frank  Herring 
and  other  anglers  have  also  been  successful.  One  boat 
had  501b.  of  codling  and  a plaice  about  51b.  Members  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  will  probably  wait  until 
the  middle  of  October,  when  larger  sized  fish  may  be 
expected.  I hear  that  the  railway  companies  have 
arranged  with  the  society  that  its  members  will  have 
return  tickets  at  a single  fare.  This  is  good  news. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Taylor  and  two  friends,  fishing  off  Deal,  on 
Wednesday,  took  two  score  codling  and  nearly  a score 
of  various  other  fish,  including  whiting,  pollack,  and 
dabs — total  weight,  521b. — Edward  Hanger. 

Hastings. — Favoured  with  splendid  weather,  boat 
anglers  have  bad  excellent  sport.  The  result  of  a few 
hours,  at  favourite  spots  well-known  to  certain  of  our 
boatmen,  has  this  year  yielded  exceptional  results. 
Messrs.  Partridge  and  Martin  have  had  splendid  catches 
of  congers,  total  weight  861b.  ; and  on  Sept.  1 they 
returned  with  1601b.  of  fish  (all  hooked).  Two  gentle- 
men fishing  from  the  large  stone  groyne,  captured  four 
good-sized  bass.  Good  tabes  of  plaice,  whiting, 
codling,  and  dabs  are  reported  from  both  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonard’s  piers. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth. — We  are  just  now  in  the  thick  of  all 
kinds  of  fishing — pollack,  mackerel,  bass,  whiting,  and 
grey  mullet.  The  amount  of  whiting  is  wonderful,  and 
they  are  caught  in  the  Sound. ' A friend  of  mine  gave  me 
last  evening  particulars  of  what  he  had  been  doing,  and 
I think  the  numbers  certainly  indicate  good  sport. 
On  Wednesday,  two  and  a half  hours’  fishing,,  sixteen 
dozen  and  five  ; on  Thursday  evening,  two  hours  fishing, 
eight  dozen  ; on  Friday,  two  hours’  fishing,  eight  dozen 
and  nine ; on  Saturday,  two  and  a half  hours,  ten  dozen. 
He  very  often  had  three  at  a haul,  and  believes  he  might 
have  taken  six  or  eight  if  he  had  had  hooks  enough  on 
the  line.  On  Saturday  a boat  fishing  near  him  had 
twenty  dozen ; they  were  all  taken  with  the  worm, 
except  at  the  latter  part,  when  the  worms  ran  short  and 
he  cut  up  whiting  for  bait. — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — Sport  has  been  first-class.  Bottom 
fishers  have  had  large  hampers  of  gurnard,  whiting, 
bream,  &c  , daily,  while  pollack  fishers  had  considerable 
success  on  most  days. — T.  J.D. 

Southampton. — Plenty  of  fishing  going  on,  and 
some  good  catches  of  mullet  and  bass  have  been  had 
during  the  past  month.  Mullet  up  to  71b,  have  been 
netted  close  to  the  pier,  and  bass,  even  heavier,  have 
been  speared  off  the  coalhulk.  Youngsters  with  lead 
lines  have  most  luck  with  mullet,  as  a number  of  fish 
weighing  from  21b.  to  41b.  have  been  taken  by  them, 
while  the  rod  fishermen  simply  look  on.  Whiting  are 
very  scarce  and  small,  and  are  hardly  worth  taking. 
Pouting,  on  the  other  hand,  are  of  a decent  size,  and 
promise  good  sport  down  the  river.  Bass  are  of  a 
better  size  and  afford  plenty  of  sport.  They  are  more 
numerous  than  any  other  variety.  Bait  scarce,  owing  to 
the  increased  demand. — C.  McPherson. 

Southsea  and  District. — During  the  past  week  the 
fishing  here  has  been  good.  Boats  are  getting  good 
catches,  fish  various.  Mackerel,  dabs,  pout,  &c.  From 
the  shore,  bass  and  eels  principally.  At  the  piers  good 
evening  fishing,  whiting,  pollack,  pouts,  flat  fish,  with 
some  good  lobsters  in  the  bait  nets,  brom  tho  moats 
at  Gosport,  I hear  of  nothing  very  large,  but  plenty  of 
small.  Baits— cockles,  lug  and  rag  worms.  Prospects 
good. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Tenby. — During  the  past  fortnight,  a number  of  bass 
have  been  taken.  Mackerel  are  unusually  plentiful, 
and  large  takes  are  being  made. — H. 

Tenby. — For  several  years  past  bass  fishing  here  has 
been  very  disappointing,and,although  at  various  intervals 
swarming  in  the  waters,  they  could  seldom  bo  tempted  to 
“ go  ” for  a bait.  This  year  things  have  changed,  and 
anyone  who  throws  a bait  over  tho  boatside  on  the  bass 
ground  can  have  fish.  Of  tho  few  boats  bassing  last 
week  (mackerel  being  tho  great  attraction  just  now), 


Billy  Howells,  our  champion  bass  hand,  had  on  three 
tides  no  less  than  fifty-four  fish,  hand-lining  with  his 
patrons,  weighing  2181b.  ; whilst  Joe  Whitland  s boat 
included  a 12-pounder.  Billy  Price  (an  old  bass  hand) 
had  with  bis  patron,  Mr.  Pocber,  fifteen  fish,  going 
about  601b.  Mackerel  literally  swarm,  and  can  be 
picked  up  by  any  craft,  from  tho  canoeist  upwards. 
One  gentleman  took  seven  dozen  aboard  his  canoe  close 
to  the  harbour  in  an  hour.  Of  the  boats  engaged  hand- 
lining last  week  (about  thirty  in  number),  several  took 
1000  mackerel  on  the  tide.  Georgio  Thomas  had  850  in 
three  hours,  and  the  least  number  I could  hoar  of  was 
700.  Curious  to  say,  as  yet  only  the  small  mackerel 
(Joeys)  are  breaking  within  reach  of  the  seine  nets  on 
the  sands,  and  a few  hauls  have  been  had.  So  much  for 
the  migratory  fishes.  I wish  I could  say  as  much  for 
the  non-migratory,  which  have  suffered  too  severely  to 
recover,  until  the  powers  that  be  see  fit  to  close  the 
Carmarthen  Bay  against  in-shore  trawling  for  several 
years. 

Valentia.  — Pollacking  has  been  very  successful; 
during  tbe  past  week.  Gurnard,  wbiting,  and  bream 
have  also  yielded  good  sport.  Fish  appear  to  be 
unusually  numerous  here  at  present. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sport  continues  good,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  pollack  fishing.  Gentlemen  out  from  the 
hotels  have  had,  on  an  average,  about  twenty  fish  daily, 
the  best  take  recorded  being  one  of  fifty-five  pollack, 
taken  in  six  hours  by  Col.  Rogers,  out  from  the  Butler’s 
Arms  Hotel. — T.  J.  D. 

SCOTCH  REPOSTS. 

Altnacealgach.— Mr.  and  Miss  Gilroy,  Dandee; 
Rev.  Wardlaw  Thompson,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Brown 
Glasgow ; Mr.  Knowles,  Mr.  Whymper,  and  Mr.  Young 
and  party,  London  ; Dr.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Head  and  others 
have  been  getting  excellent  sport  during  the  past  week. 
Baskets  up  to  six  dozen  trout  in  one  day  have  been, 
made. — B. 

Altnaharra.— Capital  baskets  of  brown  trout  have 
been  made  on  Lochs  Naver,  Loyal,  Hallam,  and 
Meaddie,  by  Messrs.  Pickering,  Wales  ; Maclnnes  and 
Johnstone,  Edinburgh  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  London 
Messrs.  Bilbrongh,  London ; and  a number  of  others. — B. 

Awe.— From  Taynuilt  Hotel  an  angler  had  a salmon 
181b.  on  Monday,  the  3rd,  and  good  baskets  of  trout 
were  got  during  the  week. — D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk.— There  has  been  little  rain  during  the 
last  ten  days,  and  as  the  water  is  somewhat  low  the  fish 
have  collected  mostly  in  the  pools.  Salmon  are  now- 
appearing  in  considerable  numbers,  as  the  season  for- 
these  fish  is  beginning.  The  baskets  of  sea  trout  and 
herling  continue  small  as  a rule.  In  the  Langholm 
water  most  sport  has  been  got  with  sea  trout  at  night 
fishing,  and  hut  few  have  been  caught.  On  Friday 
night  Mr.  R.  Lunn  landed  a couple.  In  Glenfina,  Mr. 
R.°Reid  had  four  sea  trout,  two  of  them  weighing  31b. 
each.  Near  the  Skipper’s  Bridge,  Messrs.  G.  Maxwell, 
C.  Elliot,  J.  Burnett,  and  others  have  had  odd  sea  trout. 
Moderate  catches  of  herling  have  been  made  in  the 
Canonbie  water.  On  Friday,  Mr.  F.  Little,  Byreburn- 
foot,  caught  seven  herling  and  a sea  trout;  Mr.  R. 
Doughty  and  Mr.  Graham,  Holmwood,  have  had  fair 
baskets  of  herling  ; Mr.  J.  Jardme  made  a good  basket, 
creeling  fourteen  herling  ; Mr.  J.  Ballantyne  caught  ten 
below  Canonbie  Bridge.  In  the  Longtown  water  some 
splendid  salmon  are  now  visible,  but  they  are  not  taking 
the  lure  yet.  A few  herling  are  being  got,  but  baskets 
in  the  lower  reaches  are  small.  There  is  little  to  record 
from  the  Liddle  excepting  a few  moderate  baskets  of 
herling  in  the  Canonbie  water.  Sea  trout  are  now 
scarce  in  the  Liddle.  Bait-fishing  in  the  Longtown 
water  and  the  mid-reache3  closed  on  Aug.  31,  but  in  the- 
Langholm  and  upper  waters  it  will  be  continued  during 
September. — G.  

IJee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— The  back-end  season 
has  just  got  a commencement,  and  nothing  more. 
Anglers  are  in  great  force,  but  they  must  wait  a timely 
flood  before  much  sport  can  be  got.  The  autumn  fisii 
are  not  yet  in  the  river  in  any  numbers,  and  what  fish 
have  been  landed  beyond  the  nether  sections  of  the  Deo 
are  chiefly  potted  or  red  fish.  Now  that  the  nets  are  off, 
however,  the  first  slight  flood  will  bring  them  away.  On. 
the  Borrowstone  water  Mr.  E.  H.  Gayton  creeled  a nice 
fish  of  7ib.  on  Monday  ; Captain  Alston,  on  the  Lower 
Crathes  ; Mr.  Teacher,  on  Kinneskie ; Colonel  Houlds- 
worth,  on  Knappach ; Mr.  Baird,  on  Durris,  have 
had  more  or  less  success.  Mrs.  Pickering  ha3  added 
Kincardine  water  to  the  Borrowstone  section  for  her- 
self and  guests,  and  Mr.  William  Lamond  divides- 
the  Ballogie  water  with  the  proprietor,  Mr.  D.  E. 
Nichol.  All  the  Dee  fisheries  are  fully  let  for  the  back- 
end. The  salmon  netting  season  on  the  East  Coast  has 
been  much  below  the  average.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board  are  about  .£2000  behind  their  last  year’s  returns, 
which  was  only  a fair  average.  This  gives  a good  idea 
of  the  backward  season  jnst  closed.  However,  the  river 
stations  did  better  than  usual,  and  fished  a good  average. 
The  Don  was  a comparative  blank.  The  North  and 
South  Esks  closed  on  the  1st  inst.,  with  a bad  record, 
both  as  to  tenants  and  fishermen.  Good  finnock  fishing  is 
being  got  on  tbe  Ythan. — Deesider. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Aug.  28,  Mr. 
L.  Ralli,  one  grilse  ; Mr.  S.  Ralli,  one  trout ; Messrs. 
Don  and  Durran,  twenty  trout ; Mr.  Short,  thirty  trout  t 
Mr.  Ralli,  five  trout.  29th,  Mr.  Short,  twenty  trout ; 
Mrs.  Ralli,  throe  trout.  30th,  Mr.  L.  Ralli,  twenty 
trout;  Mr.  Ralli,  oigbteen  trout.  31st,  Mr.  L.  Ralli, 
ono  grilse  ; Mr.  Wallace,  one  grilse  ; Mr.  MoKenzio,  one 
grilse;  Mr.  Short,  twenty-four  trout.  Sept.  1,  Mr. 
Short,  ono  grilse.  There  are  now  plouty  of  grilse  and 
salmon  in  Loeh  Awe  and  Assynt.  and  good  sport  if 
favourable  weather  is  sure. — Wm.  Wallace. 
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Lochinver  Hotel  (Lochinver).— Out  on  the  various 
locha  from  Aug.  17  to  Aug.  30,  Mr.  T.  W.  Blenkiron  and 
Mr.  W.  W.  Willes  have  had  excellent  sport  among 
salmon,  trout,  sea  trout,  &c.  The  captures  comprised 
one  salmon  (81b.),  387  trout  (one  of  4Jlb.),  one  sea  trout 
(01b.),  and  fifteen  coalfish  (2701b.).— F Thompson. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters  (North  Uist).— Up 
till  Saturday  the  weather  for  the  week  was  cold  and  very 
bright,  and,  although  the  appearance  of  sea  trout  all 
over  is  very  good,  baskets  have  been  light.  Best  baskets  : 
On  29th,  Mr.  Smith,  eight  fish,  4^1b. ; on  St.rumore,  Dr. 
MacCartby,  ten  fish,  9.|lb.  On  the  30th,  Messrs. 
Walters  and  Kelsey,  nine  fish,  15 Jib.  ; Mr.  Meyrick, 
four.  On  3lst,  on  Harisary,  Dr.  MacCarthy,  five  fish  ; 
on  Gerin  Pool,  Mr.  Smith,  three.  On  Sept.  3,  Messrs. 
Mitchell  and  Cameron,  thirty-one  fish  ; Dr.  MacCarthy, 
nine  sea  trout  and  seven  brown  trout.  121b.  ; on  Crini- 
val,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walters,  nine  fish  ; Messrs.  Bayly  and 
Robertson,  seven  fish — J.  M.  A. 

Loch  Rannoch  (Dunalastair  Hotel,  Kinloch 
Rannoch). — Trout  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  this  la-t 
week  as  it  has  been  formerly,  but  still  some  nice  baskets 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Brown,  Tennant,  Pomphrey, 
Master  Reggie  Banks,  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Brand.— 
George  Gow. 

Naver. — River  getting  low,  and  not  fished  regularly. 
Last  week  Mrs.  Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  five 
salmon ; Mr.  Meek,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  ; Mr.  P.  H. 
Wormald,  two  ; and  Mr.  Mansell  Jones,  one. — B. 

North  Esk  and  West  Water  (Panmure  Arms 
Hotel,  Edzell,  N.B.)  — As  it  may  not  be  uninteresting, 
and  as  an  item,  the  following  fish  were  taken  on  Sept.  3 
by  Mr.  John  McKenzie  (Montrose)  : One  sea  trout, 
4|lb. ; one  sea  trout,  21b.  ; one  sea  trout,  21b.  ; one 
grilse,  4Jlb.  ; one  yellow  trout,  21b.  ; one  yellow  trout, 
lib.  The  above  waters  are  in  splendid  condition,  and 
capital  sport  may  be  expected  for  some  time. — W.  Lyon. 

Overscaig. — Dr.  Hallowes,  Maidstone  ; Dr.  Dods 
and  Mr.  Dods,  Edinburgh  ; Mr.  Paterson,  London  ; Mr. 
and  Miss  Ensor,  Cardiff ; Messrs.  Dancan  and  Browne, 
London  ; and  other  anglers,  have  had  splendid  takes, 
both  in  brown  trout  and  sea  trout.  On  Monday  the 
three  best  baskets  were:  Twenty-seven  trout,  101b.; 
twenty-nine  trout,  131b. ; and  sixteen  sea  trout, 
21ilb.— B. 

Rhiconich. — Both  sea  trout  and  salmon  have  been 
successfully  prosecuted.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
were  Mr.  Bateson,  Liverpool,  Mr.  Collier,  Dundee,  Mr. 
Milles,  London,  Messrs.  Young,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Young, 
London,  &c. — B. 

Scourie.  — Quite  a host  of  anglers  are  here  at 
present,  and  enjoying  excellent  sport  in  sea  trout  and 
grilse  angling  on  the  neighbouring  loeh3.  Grilse 
average  about  61b. — B. 

Shielbridge  Hotel  (Loch  Skiel,  Acharacle.)  — 

Sept.  3,  Mr.  J.  Park,  Musselburgh,  one  grilse,  5|lb.  ; 
4th,  Mr.  E.  H.  Mellor,  London,  one  grilse,  81b.  ; Mr. 
Allison,  one  grilse,  81b.  Good  baskets  of  sea  and  brown 
trout  have  been  caught  on  the  loch,  some  baskets 
weighing  141b. 

Sligachan  Hotel  (Skye).— Aug.  31,  Col.  Clark, 
twenty-eight  trout  (151b  ). — J.  S. 

South  of  Scotland. — A further  decline  in  the 
angling  is  reported  from  all  the  rivers  in  the  South  of 
Scotland  this  week.  The  waters  have  now  run  down 
low  since  the  floods  of  three  weeks  ago,  and  some  of  the 
streams  look  as  low  as  they  were  in  the  middle  of 
summer.  With  calm  weather  and  bright  sunshine  on 
most  days,  trout  have  not  risen  well.  Annan. — On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Dirom’s  keeper  killed  a 7Jlb.  salmon ; Mr. 
Hullett,  Moffat,  landed  a grilse  of  7Jlb.  ; Mr.  R.  Fawcett 
caught  sixteen  herding  on  Monday,  fourteen  on  Tuesday, 
and  a good  basket  on  Wednesday  (all  with  the  fly)  ; Mr. 
Wm.  Wallas  had  nine  or  ten  herling;  Mr.  P.  Loudon, 
eleven;  and  Mr.  J.  Baxter,  ten.  On  the  Ayrshire 
waters  angling  has  been  very  poor  for  a fortnight  past. 
On  the  Nith  the  past  week  has  been  the  worst  this 
season  on  the  different  stretches.  Until  there  are 
floods  no  sport  is  anticipated  by  local  anglers.  The 
salmon  nets  in  the  Solway  come  off  for  the  season  on 
Saturday  (to-day). — Heatherbell. 

Spey.— Throughout  the  week  the  water  wa3  in  good 
condition  for  rod  fishing,  but,  owing  probably  to  the 
counter  attractions  on  the  moors,  comparatively  little 
was  done  at  it.  On  the  Pitcroy  water,  Mr.  C.  M.  P. 
Burn  killed  two  salmon  ; Mrs.  Burn,  one  of  71b.,  and 
Miss  Nora  Burn  one  of  8Jlb.  ; and  on  the  Glengrant 
water,  Mr.  Macdonald,  watchman,  had  two,  of  151b.  and 
81b.  weight  ; and  Mr.  Sievewright,  Strichen,  one  of 
151b.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water,  Mr.  J.  Hindlay 
killed  one  of  lljlb.,  and  Mr.  McKenzie,  fisherman,  a 
salmon  of  261b.  and  a grilse  of  7Jlb.  Little  has  been 
done  yet  on  the  Gordon  Castle  section. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery. — This  last  week  more  trout 
have  been  got,  and  there  seems  every  prospect  of  a good 
take  of  autumn  salmon.  Weather  good  and  wind  north- 
west.— W.  Blackadder. 

Bann  (Mercers  Hotel,  Kilrea). — Mr.  Giles,  on 
Aug.  31,  7Jlb.  trout,  heaviest  2Jlb.  ; Sept.  1,  5|lb.  trout, 
heaviest  2jlb ; Mr.  Kirk,  one  salmon,  lLflb.  ■ eight 
trout,  heaviest,  1 Jib.  ; Mr.  Renshaw,  Sept.  3,  one 
salmon,  5Jlb.  Mr.  Dawson,  during  the  week,  caught 
several  salmon,  the  heaviest  121b.  Flax  water  still  in 
the  river. — Robert  Kirk. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  river  is  at  present 
polluted  with  flax  water.  Last  week  Mr.  John  Mills  had 
a dozen  trout,  heaviest  2Jlb.  While  spinning  on  Ben- 
burb  lake  Mr.  Mills  killed  a 121b.  pike,  which  contained 
a full  grown  waterhen,  undigested. — J.  A.  B. 

Cong  (Long'll  Corrib). — Fishing  has  been  very  good 
here  for  the  past  week,  Tom  Lyden,  fisherman,  getting 
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a 261b.  pike  (on  very  light  tackle)  and  121b.  trout  on 
Tuesday  ; J.  B.  O’Donohoe,  three  trout  (111b.)  on  Wed- 
nesday ; and  Mr.  Thompson  91b.  of  trout.  The  weather 
is  very  favourable. — O’D. 

Connaught  Rivers.— The  Corrib  i3  in  fair  form, 
but  the  fish  are  getting  off  colour,  and  are  rather 
sluggish  on  the  hook. — J.  A.  B. 

Derg  (co.  Tyrone).— On  Aug.  27  sixteen  very  large 
salmon  were  caught  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
town  of  Castlederg  on  the  Derg,  and  on  the  28th  seven 
were  also  taken.  Up  to  that  time  little  or  no  salmon 
had  been  caught  in  the  River  Derg,  but  the  catching 
of  this  week  has  far  excelled  that  of  any  year. 
The  twenty-throe  salmon  were  all  caught  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Castlederg,  the  weight  being  over  3201b. 

Erne. — Since  last  report  the  water  has  fallen  very 
low,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  glaring  bright  weather 
of  the  past  week,  was  much  against  angling,  and  sport 
was  not  nearly  so  good  as  was  expected,  still,  a few  of 
the  anglers  were  fairly  successful,  amongst  whom  were 
Messrs.  A.  T.  Ashwell,  F.  T.  Green,  Jos.  Hone,  and 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Ashwell.  Capital  sport  has  been  had  with 
the  big  trout. — M.  Rogan. 

Fanghan  (Derry). — Fishing  has  been  poor  during 
the  past  week,  and  there  have  not  been  any  specially 
big  “ takes.”  The  water  keeps  very  low,  and  until 
plenty  of  rain  falls  the  fishing  will  not  show  much 
improvement. — X. 

Inny. — No  salmon  have  been  had  by  anglers  since 
last  report.  On  the  upper  reaches  the  sea  trout  angling 
has  been  good  on  a couple  of  days.  This  river  is  now 
running  too  low,  and  angling  is  now  practically  at  a 
standstill. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough.  Currane  (Waterville). — Sport  continues 
backward.  A few  salmon  have  been  had,  the  most 
successful  anglers  in  this  line  being  Major  Cresswell, 
Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Merryweather,  &c.  Sport  has  shown 
much  improvement  in  the  trout  angling  on  Waterville 
river,  and  a couple  of  gentlemen,  out  from  the  Bayview 
Hotel,  had  one  or  two  salmon  on  the  closing  days  of  the 
week.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Derriana. — Sport  has  been  well  maintained. 
Two  boats  have  been  out  daily  with  gentlemen  from  the 
Bayview  and  Lake  Hotels,  and  the  baskets  to  a single 
rod  averaged  two  dozen  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough uamona  (Kerry).— Sport  has  been  good. 
On  one  day  Mr.  Hatton  R.  O’Kearney  and  Colonel 
Rogers  had  between  them  five  dozen  brown  and  white 
trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pcllen  fisheries  are  improv- 
ing, and  good  takes  have  been  made  off  the  Tyrone 
shores.  Night  lining  for  eels  is  also  pretty  remunera- 
tive. The  inspectors  of  the  Irish  fisheries  will  shortly 
hold  inquiries  re  the  present  close  season  for  pollen  and 
trout  in  this  lough. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Some  fair  sport  has 
been  had  last  week  with  salmon  and  grilse.  Mr.  Hop- 
wood  had  no  blank  days  during  the  week,  and  for  three 
days  in  succession  he  had  two  fish  each  day,  his  largest 
fish  weighing  15Jlb.  ; Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  was  also  suc- 
cessful, his  best  day  three  fish,  weighing  291b.  .Sea  trout 
fishing  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  is  fairly  good. 
On  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Hopwood  had  a basket  of  twenty- 
six  sea  trout,  largest  fish  2Jlb. , and  twelve  othei'3  aver- 
aged over  lib.  apiece,  and  the  smaller  fish  were  well  up 
to  fib.  each.  On  the  same  day  Major  Ormsby  and 
friend  bad  a basket  of  thirty-six  sea  trout,  largest 
fish  3|lb.  On  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  Hopwood  had 
one  salmon  and  two  grilse  before  lunch,  weighing  241b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Wilson  had  one  salmon  111b.,  and  one  grilse 
71b.  Trout  fishing  on  the  loughs  is  improving.  Pike 
fishing  is  also  improving,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  of  late,  the  laigest  271b.,  251b.,  and241b. — Frank 
Hearns. 

North  East  Ulster  Rivers.— The  flax  water  is 
clearing  out  of  the  rivers  of  Derry,  Antrim,  and  Tyrone, 
and  by  next  week  sport  will  be  resumed.— J.  A.  B. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— On  these  well- 
known  lakes  the  following  bags  were  made  in  the  past 
seven  days  : Tully  Lake,  Miss  Gosselin,  six  white  front, 
heaviest"  21b.  ; Mr.  Carter,  seven,  heaviest  41b.  2oz.  ; 
Miss  Gosselin  and  Mr.  Head,  six  fish  ; Mr.  Slaney,  five, 
heaviest  2 Jib . ; Dungloe  Lake,  Mr.  Allen  killed  one 
fish  scaling  31b.  ; Mr.  Go-e,  seven,  heaviest  2 Jib.  ; 
Major  Leckie,  five  fish  ; Mr.  Carter,  eight  fish,  heaviest 
21b.  Owing  to  the  north-east  winds,  angling  was  not  so 
good,  butwhite  trout  are  still  running. — J.  A.  B. 


Catches  op  Bream. — Mr.  W.  Thurston,  of  Cam- 
bridge, fishing  at  Hilgay  Fen  on  Aug.  30,  caught  fifty- 
eight  bream,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Young  and  friend,  fishing  at 
Swavesey  on  Aug.  31  (from  6 a.m.  to  12.30),  fifty-four 
bream,  weighing  ten  stone,  and  the  average  weight 
from  31b.  to  51b.  each. 

There  ain’t  no  use  in  grievin’, 

Or  Rittin’  still  an’  wisbin’ ; 

There’s  one  thing — if  the  rain  comes  down 
’Twill  fill  the  streams  for  fishin’  ! 

On  Tuesday  next  the  Optical  and  Photographic  Exhi- 
bition will  be  opened  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  At  the 
present  moment,  in  that  popular  ball,  there  is  a rare 
scene  of  hurry  and  scurry,  for  the  display  will  be  the 
finest  of  the  kind  ever  held.  The  pictures,  some  of 
them  delightfully  pretty,  have  been  pouring  in,  and  the 
galleries  will  be  packed  as  full  as  they  can  hold  with 
attractive  subjects.  Downstairs  is  the  exhibition  of 
apparatus,  and  here,  too,  will  be  a very  fine  show.  We 
hear  great  things,  too,  about  the  catalogue. 

Of  all  the  days  that  form  the  week. 

There’s  no  more  blithely  gay  day, 

Nor  one  that  I more  fondly  seek, 

And  welcome  more  than  pay  day. 


•Reports  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  Sept.  10,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1,  Eastern  District). 
— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Havelock  A.S.,  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s- 
road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on  Tuesday  next,  Sept.  11, 
when  we  hope  many  angling  friends  will  favour  us  with 
their  company,  and  make  this  meeting  a great  success. 
— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2). — The  return  visit  paid  to  the  Wenlock 
A.S.  on  the  6th  inst.  was  not  a big  success,  as  only  ten 
clubs  were  represented;  but  what  we  were  short  in 
quantity  was  made  up  in  quality  by  the  talent,  which 
was  exceedingly  good.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Amicable  Waltonians.  Date  not  yet  to  hand.  — F. 
Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
Sept.  14,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Addison  Piscatorials,  Norland  Arms,  Addison- 
road  North,  Notting  Hill. — We  had  a large  meeting  of 
members  on  Tuesday  last,  when  we  elected  two  more 
members.  On  the  16th  inst.  we  fish  a competition  at 
Staines  for  three  prizes  given  by  the  club.  I hope 
members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  so  as  to  make  final 
arrangements.  We  have  room  for  a few  good  working 
members. — H.  Graves. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. 

— The  following  members  weighed-in  on  Sept.  2 Mr. 
A.  Carey,  151b.  3oz.  bream,  largest  31b.  9oz. ; W.  Bridge, 
lib.  9Joz.  roach,  &c. ; R.  Cballen,  lib.  7oz.  roach. 
Anglers’  Benevolent  competition  tickets  for  Windsor  on 
Oct.  23  are  now  ready,  and  members  will  please  to  take 
up  the  same  at  once.  A special  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s  - inn  - fields.  — On  Sept.  2 the 
following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  W.  Hall,  S.  Cutbush,  J. 
Drew.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  next  Tuesday 
will  be  quarter  night.. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 
Sept.  2 our  outing  at  Hatfield  Peverel  was  a great 
success,  all  prizes  taken  in  following  order:  Messrs. 
Haynes,  Hopkins,  Cummings  and  Moir  ; Messrs.  Harris, 
Foster,  and  Hutchins  also  weighed-in.  On  Wednesday, 
5th,  one  new  member  proposed. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— Our  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Chertsey  on  Sept.  16,  from  Shep- 
perton  Weir  to  Laleham  Ferry  ; tow-path  only  ; jack 
barred  ; can  go  over  night.  To  commence  fishing  after 
five  o’clock  on  the  morning,  and  finish  six  p.m. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — The  annual  dinner 
of  the  above  took  place  on  the  26th  inst.  at  Coulsdon,  and 
a most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  On  the  2nd  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Hake,  Lambarth, 
jun.,  Pearman,  and  Coneybeare.  Messrs,  Lewis,  Cony- 
beare,  and  Hake  were  winners  in  the  Amberley  Com- 
petition. The  prize-drawing  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Irvin’s  benefit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  inst. 
— G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society. — We  fi3h  at 
Amberley,  on  Sept.  9,  for  three  prizes  (go  where  you 
like).  We  made  three  new  members  on  Wednesday, 
when  there  was  a good  attendance  of  members.  1 beg 
to  remind  them  a special  meeting  is  called  for  next 
Wednesday,  and  hope  to  see  a full  muster  on  such  an 
important  question  for  which  it  is  called  (the  Wheeldon 
cup).  We  got  a place  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition  on 
Sept.  2,  Mr.  Simpkins  securing  third  prize.  Messrs. 
Palmer  and  Malle* t were  also  successful. — W.  F. 
Barratt. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth.— Our  outing  to  Dagen- 
ham on  Sept.  2 proved  a decided  success,  all  members 
having  fish,  the  prizes  being  won  by  Messrs.  Savage, 
first ; E. Martin,  second  ; J.  Tucker,  3rd.  Sept.  19  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  I trust  members  will  attend  and 
pay  all  arrears.  Mr.  W.  Ilsbery  was  elected  a working 
member. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’ s-road,  Battersea. — On  Sept.  2 the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  : Mr.  Hudson,  roach  from  the  Mole  ; Mr. 
Jenkins,  roach  from  the  Wey  ; M.  Dejonge,  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Arun.  The  next  outing  takes  place  at 
Yalding  on  Sept.  9 for  five  prizes.  All  to  go  by  train 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  6.55,  and  return  by  7.25  from 
Yalding.  The  brake  will  leave  Queen’s-road  at  six 
o’clock  to  take  members  to  station.— G.  Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — On  Aug.  30,  Mr.  W.  Streeton 
weighed-in  some  capital  dace  and  trout ; the  four  largest 
of  the  former  fish,  scaling  31b.,  have  been  sent  to  be 
preserved.  On  the  2nd  inst.  the  following  members 
weighed-in  : H.  Patman,  roach  ; A.  Conn,  bream,  three 
fish,  9£lb  ; G.  Pocock  and  G.  Hamp,  rudd.  The  next 
visit  on  the  South  London  United  Visiting  List,  will  be 
paid  to  this  Society,  on  Tuesday  the  18th  inst.,  when 
the  company  of  brother  anglers  from  any  society  will 
be  esteemed  a favour. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Anglers,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street.— Since  my  last,  the  following  gentlemen 
weighed-in  for  onr  prize  outing  at  Amberley  ; Mr.  J. 
Farmer,  bream,  first ; Mr.  F.  Barker,  second,  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Foster,  third,  bream  ; Mr.  Howard,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Wheelhouse,  bream.  Will  members  attend  next 
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Wednesday  to  settle  our  next  outing.  We  also  uddod 
turtle  new  tnomljoiH  to  our  lint.  Whjsklhouhk. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  On  Sept.  2 Mr. 
Ward  Im.l  two  jack;  Mr.  Kundefl,  l)roum  ; Mr.  Jamic- 
hoii,  lirenni.  On  Si-|)t.  5 Mr.  Lawson,  two  jack.  Wo 
have  voted  10s.  (» I.  from  tho  funds  towards  tko  Preser- 
vation Fund.  Wo  have  an  outing  at  Amborley  on 
Sept.  It!,  hIihII  ho  ploasud  to  moo  members  intending 
going  by  Wednesday  next.  J.  If. 

Bowmore  Angling  Society,'  Britannia,  Olarondon- 
road  On  Sept.  2 tho  following  had  some  nioo  roach  : 
Messrs.  F.  Shaw,  J.  Weeks,  and  G.  King.  Wo  fish  our 
second  match  of  tho  reason  on  Sept.  10,  in  Veiteh’s 
I omul  at  Langley,  peg-down  ; one  rod  only ; jack 
barred  ; tow-path  wido.  First  train. — 1«\  Stamford. 

Bi  amley  An  glint;  Society,  Bramley  Arms,  JJram- 
ley-road.  On  Sept,  5,  Mr.  Nash  woighed-in  barbol  and 
roach ; Messrs.  Kilroy  and  Groenberg,  roach  and  dace. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  next 
Wednesday.- C.  Deschamps. 

.^■’•^Pton  Ant>Ting  Society — A smoking  concert 
will  bo  held  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  the  proceeds  to  go 
to  the  General  Preservation  Fund.  Last  Friday,  Mr. 
Alooek  woighed-in  some  roach  ; on  tho  2nd  he  fished  in 
at  Amherley  competition,  and  took  the  ninth  prize. 
Mr.  Roach  weighed-in  141b.  of  roach  and  daco  on 
the  2nd.  Mr.  Brown  weighed-in  371b.  of  roach  and  dace 
t<vo  dais’  take.— H.  R. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI  , King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N.— 
Mr.  Maynard  weighed-in  on  Sept.  2 a varied  collection 
of  fish  (just  over  101b.),  consisting  of  tench,  jack, 
perch,  roach,  and  rudd  (largest  perch  lib.  13oz.)  He 
alio  on  the  previous  Wednesday  brought  up  nearly  01b. 
of  roach.  Wo  fish  for  our  Sunday  medal  and  other 
prizes  en  Sept.  30,  and  Wednesday  medal,  on  Oct  3 — 
T.  W.  Cook. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.  On  the  2nd  inst.  all  the  remaining 
prizes  were  taken  as  follows : Mr.  B.  Biesell,  second  ■ A. 
Thompson,  third ; J.  Papworth,  fourth;  R.  Randell, 
fifth  ; W.  Oakes,  sixth.  Mr.  B.  Lees  also  weighing-in 
bream  and  roach ; C.  Parmenter,  jack ; J.  Watkins, 
roacn. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
laiid-n  ad,  N.W.-  On  Sept.  2 the  following  members 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Marshall,  roach  ; Mr.  Fitter,  roach, 
fierch,  and  dace  ; Mr.  Speaight,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr. 
Severn,  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  bream.  Two  new 
members  were  made  last  week,  one  honorary  member 
proposed.  A brake  outing  will  start  from  the  above 
house  on  Sept,  9 to  London  Colney. — E.  T.  White. 

Campbell  United  Angling-  Society.  — Our 
members  fish  at  Langley,  on  Sept.  1),  for  a rod  given  by 
Mr.  Barnett;  roving;  one  rod;  first  train  in  the 
morning  ; and  the  largest  roach  to  win  the  rod.  On 
Sept.  29  we  fish  our  quarterly  outing  at  Bourne  End, 
for  four  prixes  ; two  rods  ; jack  barred.—  F.  W.  Wood. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Heimit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.  — On  the 
2nd  inst.  Messrs.  G.  Howell  and  R.  Lashwood  weighed-in 
bream . Our  annual  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  9,  to 
Hatfield  Peverel.  We  fish  for  six  club  prizes.  Dinner 
will  be  provided  for  at  Mr.  J.  Perry’s,  Sportsman 
Arms,  Nouncley  Green,  five  o’clock  sharp.  Leave  off 
fishing  at  four  o’clock  ; all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train 
on  the  morning,  7.50,  Stratford  main.  It  will  be  a 
boundary  match,  from  Byford’s  Lock  to  the  Black 
Bridge  — O.  Jones. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  on  this  list 
will  be  to  the  Ro.i  al  George  A. S.,  held  at  the  Queen’s 
Arms,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.C.,  on  Thursday,  Sept. 
13.  The  members  of  this  club  are  good  visitors,’ and  a 
crowded  house  is  anticipated. 

City  of  London  and  Busing  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugarloaf,  Little  College-street,  Thames- 
stieet. — Oil  Sept  2 small  shows  of  fish  were  weighed  by 
the  following  gentlemen : Mr.  J.  Comley,  roach  ; Mr. 
Sharpless,  roach;  Mr  Chambers,  dace.  Will  Mr.  Castell’ 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next? — J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
C arence,  Win^ianley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — On 
Sept.  2 only  three  members  weighed-in,  viz.  : Messrs.  J. 
Willgoss,  151b.  loz.  bream  (one  fish  31b.  7foz.) ; T. 
Tringbam,  101b.  8oz.  bream  and  perch ; E.  Cooper, 
51b.  2Joz.  roach  and  barbel.  A competition  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  16  for  six  prizes  at  Woking  Broad 
Meads  ; all  to  go  on  the  morning. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Stro  lers.— This  club  will  fish  a match  at 
Woking  on  Sept.  9.  The  club  is  flourishing.  We  have 
made  three  new  members. — N.  Linden. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  North  wold-road,  Stoke 
Newiigton. — On  Sept.  2 Mr.  Slade  weighed-in  a nice 
show  of  bream.  On  Sept.  9 we  fish  for  three  prizes,  one 
given  by  Mr.  Bedford,  Ware  only,  between  Ware  Lock 
and  Engine  House  ; prize  given  by  Mr.  Slade,  open  also  ; 
prize  given  by  Mr.  Angle,  jack  fishing  only.  One  rod 
only  to  be  carried.  On  Sept.  30  we  fish  a peg-down 
match  at  Cheshuntfor  three  prizes,  given  by  the  follow- 
ing members  Mr.  White,  first  prize  ; Mr.  Hesse,  ease  of 
stuffed  birds  for  the  largest  roach  taken  that  day,  second 
prize;  Mr.  Mallett,  third  prize.— W.  S.  Gudgi’n. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road.— The  following  members  weighed-in  on  Sept. 
2:  Messrs.  J.  Hicks,  roach;  E.  Baxter,  roach;  R. 

Andrews,  carp  ; T.  Twyman,  dace  ; A.  Twyman, 
roach  and  dace;  A.  Duncan,  bream;  G.  Percival’ 
bream ; W.  Parberry,  bream  and  dace.  Will  thoso 
members  that  were  not  present  on  Tuesday  night  take 
notice  that  we  go  from  Westbourne  Park  to  Uxbridge, 
and  retnrn  from  Uxbridge  by  the  8.25,  instead  of  going 
to  and  from  West  Drayton  as  usual  ? — T.  Twyman. 


Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Daluton.— On  Sept.  2 tho  following 
gentlemen  weighed-in  : Moshth.  Poore,  Pooock,  Spring, 
Robinson,  and  Mansfield,  who  had  some  handsome  roach, 
porch,  dace,  and  bream.  On  tho  4th  inst.  it  was  decided 
when  the  prizes  left  over  from  Aug.  26  should  be  com- 
peted for.  Full  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club- 
house.—S.  Malby. 

Sixth  Rye  House  Competition. — Since  my  last 
report  1 beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  10s.  from  tho  Sociable  Brothers.  Will  the  com- 
mittee please  attend  on  Friday  next  and  oblige  ? — S. 
Mai,by. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  Tne  Apollo, 
All  Saint's-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  Sept.  2 the 
following  weighed-iu : Messrs.  Screens,  281b.  bream ; 
Deeks,  roach  ; G.  Jenkins,  roach  ; Wilkins,  bream  and 
roach  ; Bid  well,  roach.  Our  second  match  of  the  season 
takes  place  on  Sept.  16  at  Uxbridge  (roving),  one  rod 
only. — W.  Jenkins. 


Eagle  Angling  Society. — Some  fair  sport  has  been 
had  during  the  week.  Mr.  Burnett,  bream  and  roach  ; 
Messrs.  Day,  Wilson,  Dunford,  and  Wells,  roach  from 
Amberley.  Mr.  T.  Collier,  251b.  of  bream  from  the  Ouse. 
Our  next  competition  will  be  on  Sept.  16,  at  Whittleford 
or  any  public  water,  for  Mr.  M.  Ainsly’s  prize.  Will 
mombers  that  have  not  paid  their  subscriptions  kindly 
do  so  as  soon  as  possible? — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  on  Sept.  2 resulted  as 
follows  ; Mr.  Alfred  Keepin,  first  prize  ; Mr.  R.  Dring, 
second  prize.— Bkuce  and  Fiiampton,  Hon.  Secs. 

Enterprise  Bovers  Angling  Society,  Mancber 
House,  South  Tottenham. — About  ten  of  our  members 
went  to  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  2 to  fish  for  three  prizes. 
Mr.  J.  Page  was  the  only  one  to  weigh-in,  wilh  a fine 
roach.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  there 
are  two  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Sept.  9 ; gross  weight ; 
place  open — J.  Kipp. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross. — On  Sept.  2 four  of  our  members 
fished  in  the  competition  at  Amberley,  Mr.  Bateman 
taking  a prize,  also  10s.  6d.  given  by  Mr.  Tavner,  with  j 
roach  and  bream.  W.  Tavner  also  had  three  nice  : 
bream,  but  was  too  late  for  the  competition.  Will  i 
members  attend  on  Wednesday  to  arrange  the  next 
outing  ? — C.  A. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Folpy- 
street,  Fitzroy-square.— On  Aug.  31  Mr.  E.  W.  Little 
was  elected  a member,  and  we  have  another  to  propose. 
Mr.  T.  Eldridge  has  been  appointed  sub-secretary,  and 
Mr.  Little  chairman.  In  future  our  meeting  nights  will 
be  every  Friday. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — A special  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Sept.  12  to  revise  several  rules.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  Mr.  Mayes  was  re- 
elected delegate  for  the  quarter,  and  Mr.  Deller  was 
elected  as  working  member.  The  two  prizes  left  over 
from  August  will  be  fished  for  this  month ; same  con- 
ditions. A prize  of  10s.  6d.  is  offered  for  the  largest 
roach  taken  during  September ; any  water ; minimum 
weight  lib.  The  books  were  audited  by  Messrs.  Lane 
and  Stanhope  and  found  correct. — Scbibe. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a few  roach,  bream,  and  dace 
weighed  in  on  Sept.  2,  by  Messrs.  Coleman,  Caborn, 
Hoggett,  and  Payne Mr.  Coleman  winning  a prize  in 
the  Amberley  competition.  Wo  hold  a smoking  concert 
for  the  benefit  of  A.  Hoggett,  one  of  our  members,  on 
Sept.  17,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster,  as  he  is  in 
great  want  of  assistance. — W.  Lawbance. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — Our  outing  on  Sept.  2 was  very  suc- 
cessful. The  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Porter  and 
Pask.  Mr.  Crow  also  had  a fine  show  from  the  Thames. 
Will  all  members  attend  next  Tuesday,  to  arrange  the 
outing  on  Oct.  7?  The  balance-sheet  for  this  quarter 
will  be  on  the  table. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Thirty-two  of 
our  members  fished  for  eight  prizes  at  Cheshunt  ou 
Sept.  2,  the  winners  being  Messrs.  Oley  Wade,  first ; S. 
Sampson,  second ; H.  Schofield,  third ; F.  Raynor, 
fourth ; A.  Sims,  fifth : H.  Hanson,  sixth ; W.  Hall, 
seventh  ; G.  Amerath,  eighth.  Most  of  the  prizes 
were  taken  with  bream. — R.  Mubphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  f- 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  the  2nd  inst. 
the  following  weighed-in : Mr.  F.  Bates,  bream,  341b.  2oz., 
roach,  21b. ; F.  Hudson,  roach,  121b.  joz.,  jack,  lib.  13oz., 
perch,  5j-oz.  ; J.  Grande,  dace,  14oz.,  roach,  61b.  ; W. 
Burling,  roach,  lib.  10j-oz..  and  dace,  31b.  ^oz.  Mr.  P. 
Turner  also  had  some  perch.  We  fish  a match  in  the 
Slough  and  Langley  Canal  on  the  16th. — G.  F.  Weaver.  ! 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society,  — Tbe  ! 
sixth  match  of  the  season  was  held  at  Filby  on  Aug.  30,  ' 
being  the  semi-final  for  tho  “ Foulsham  ” Challenge 
Cup,  twenty-six  members  fishing.  Sport  amongst  size- 
able fish  was  very  slow,  only  about  214  being  weighed-in, 
but  the  small  fry  were  very  lively.  Five  prizes  were 
offered,  and  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Ilarrod,  Bond, 
Millington,  Wedderburn,  and  Mayston.  The  final  for 
the  challenge  cup  will  be  fished  at  Fritton  on  tho  13th 
inst.,  when  it  is  expected  a large  number  will  be  there. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— On  Tuesday  (Mr.  W. 
Marshall  in  the  chair)  a new  member  was  elected.  The 
following  fishing  reports  were  made  : Mr.  Turpin,  at 
Loog,  Cornwall,  2001b.  of  pollack  in  seven  days  (best 
fish  12 Jib.)  ; Mr.  Eldred,  a quantity  of  roach  ; Mr.  j 
Gilbert,  codling,  dabs,  and  flounders  from  Margate  and  I 
Ramsgate,  and  four  largo  barbel  from  the  Thames;  Mr.  | 
Zerfass,  tench  and  perch  ; Mr.  Vail,  roach  from  Heigham 
Sound  (among  them  fish  of  lib.  9£oz.,  lib.  8£oz.,  and  > 
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1 lb.  U Joz. ) ; Mr.  J.  Joel,  a dozen  nice  codling  at  Ostend  ; 
On  Tuesday  next,  tho  11th,  a casting  tournament  for 
prizes  will  take  place  at  Kelvedon.  Trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  9.0  a.m.  and  11.7  a. in. ; members 
who  intend  going  will  oblige  by  informing  the  secretary 
as  early  as  possible.  On  Tuos  ay,  tbe  25tb,  a sea  fishing 
party  will  go  to  Leigh,  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  8.23 
a.m.  Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  11,  Water-lane,  E.C.,  will 
make  tho  arrangements  for  tickets,  boats,  and  bait,  on 
hearing  from  members  who  intend  to  join  the  party. 
Mr.  F.  Eldred  presented  a copy  of  Carter’s  “ Coast  of 
England”  to  tho  library,  and  Mr.  G.  H Field,  “Pul- 
man’s  Fly-fishing  for  Trout,”  both  of  whom  were 
cordially  thanked. — James  Tayleu. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Tho  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-str ret,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — On 
Sept.  2 we  had  some  good  bream  woighed-in  by  Mr. 
T.  Thompson,  sen.,  and  Mr.  W.  Thomnson.  The  next 
No.  1 Eastern  District  visit  will  take  pfl.ee  at  the  above 
house  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  11. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Socier.y.— Our  members 
were  out  on  Sept.  2 for  the  remaining  prizes,  which 
resulted  in  another  blank.  Wo  were  saved  from  a blank 
by  myself  bringing  some  roaeb,  bream,  and  dace,  like- 
wise winning  a monoy  prize  with  them  at  the  competi- 
tion at  Amberley.  Mr.  H Dacosta,  late  of  tbe  Hoxton 
Brothers,  has  become  a member  of  our  society.  We  fish 
for  the  remaining  prizes  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  Sept.  9. — 
C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 

Tollingt m-road,  Holloway,  N. — Since  my  last  report 
amongst  the  most  successful  have  been  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw, 
tench  (largest  31b.  l£oz.) ; Mr.  West,  dace;  Mr.  G.  H. 
Rutherford,  dace  and  chub ; Mr.  E.  W.  Wheatley, 
roach;  Mr.  Price,  roach;  Mr.  Barton,  roach;  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wheatley,  roaeb.  Upwards  of  4001b.  has  been 
weighed-in  since  the  commencement  of  the  season,  and 
mostly  specimen  fish.  An  outing  to  St.  Neots  has  been 
arranged  for  Sept.  16,  several  members  going  down  on 
the  Saturday  previous.— E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hounsfield  Otters,  Cross  Keys,  Lower  Edmonton. 
— At  our  last  weighing-in  Mr.  Tnomas  had  Clb.  7Joz. 
roach  and  one  perch  ; Mr.  S.  Smith,  31b.  lOJoz.  roach 
and  bream  ; and  Mr.  Ashwood,  some  roach.  For  our 
cubing  on  the  8th  inst.  members  will  please  note  that  we 
travel  by  first  train,  booking  to  Broxtourne,  then  meet 
at  the  Fish  and  Eels.  Dinner  has  been  ordered  for  two 
o’clock. — F.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — On  Sept.  2 

Mr.  F.  Newton  weighed-in  15£lO.  roach;  G.  H.  Wood, 
2£ib.  perch  from  the  River  Lea. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  W. — On  Sept.  2 Messrs.  Pope, 
Beckett,  and  Pritchard  weighed-in  reach  and  dace. 
Others  were  out,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Snould  like  ail 
members  to  attend  next  week,  so  that  we  can  arrange 
our  competition.- — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 

ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  Sept.  2 the  following 
weigbed-in  : Mr.  Wr;ght,  about  30ib.  of  bream,  several 
31b.  each;  Mr.  G.  Holder  had  some  fine  tench,  about 
51b  ; Mr.  Barker,  a small  trout  from  the  Lea.  On 
Tuesday  last  it  was  decided  to  go  to  Cookham  for  our 
outing  on  30th  inst. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
will  compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  the  9th  inst.  at 
Hatfield  Peverel.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed-in  bream 
on  Sept.  2;  Mr.  G.  Rogers  had  roach  on  the  same  day. 
There  is  a matter  of  great  importance  and  interest  to  be 
placed  before  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  next, 
the  12th  inst.  All  members  that  can  possibly  attend  are 
particularly  requested  to  do  so. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society. — A few  of  our  members 
fished  in  the  Amberley  competition,  Mr.  Watling 
winning  a prize  ; Mr.  Richardson,  bream;  Mr.  Winters, 
tench;  E.  Griffiths,  roach;  Mr.  Oooke,  roach;  Mr. 
White,  a nice  show  of  chub.  On  Monday  next  a grand 
smoking  concert  will  take  place  at  the  above  for  the 
benefit  of  H.  Wood,  a member  of  the  club.  Shall  be 
pleased  to  see  any  anglers  who  can  make  it  convenient 
to  attend. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Our  meeting 

last  week  was  fairly  well  attended.  The  outing  to  a 
Cheshire  mere  which  took  place  on  the  30th  ult.,  resulted 
in  disappointment,  as,  although  a good  number  of  fish 
were  caught,  there  were  none  of  any  weight.  The 
friendly  battle  with  the  St.  Helen’s  Association  comes 
off  on  the  13th,  in  the  Lancaster  Canal  at  Galgate.  The 
autumn  excursions  were  fixed  as  follows  : Sept.  20,  to 
the  Cheshire  Dee,  near  Ruabon  ; Sept.  27,  to  a Cheshire 
mere;  Oct.  11,  to  River  Dee,  Oarrog  toCorwen  ; Oct.  25, 
to  River  Vyrnwy,  at  Llanyinynech,  going  overnight  on 
24th.  After  the  proceedings  were  closed,  we  were 
favoured  by  Mr.  Latour,  a gentleman  who  has  been 
and  still  is  engaged  in  the  stocking  of  the  waters  of 
South  Africa,  and  the  propagation  of  trout  for  the 
purpose,  with  an  interesting  and  instructive  account  of 
his  successful  labours,  on  the  conclusion  of  which  he 
received  a hearty  vote  of  thanks. — R.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 
The  meeting  on  Monday  last  was  very  well  attended, 
but  nothing  of  importance  was  done.  Our  next  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Sept.  17,  owing  to  the  visit  of  their 
Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York  on 
Sept.  10. — James  Reynolds. 

North  Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society.  143, 
Green-street. — On  Aug.  26  (our  roving  match)  Mr.  J. 
Bed  well  was  first  with  perch,  and  Mr.  G.  Smith,  seoond 
with  roach.  On  Sept.  2 the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  one  carp,  10lb.  (which  is  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Radnor,  of  St.  Luke’s),  and  four  nieo 
bream;  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  and  A.  Lewis,  had  bream  and 
roach  ; and  J.  Eaton  and  G.  Hills,  rudd. 
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Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  tho  2nd  wo 
fished  for  seven  prizes  in  the  Gull  at  Broxbourne,  two 
only  boing  won  : Mr.  B.  Preston,  first,  with  a j ack,  and 
Mr.  A.  Brockett,  second,  with  a perch.  The  other  five 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  Otb.  Wc  had  a fair  show 
of  bream  from  Dagenham  by  Mr.  H.  Hack.  Messrs.  E. 
Brockett,  jun.,  H.  Gable,  J.  Brewer,  and  E.  Brockett, 
sen.,  roach  and  dace  from  Maldon. — E.  Brockett. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Pox,  Rnssell- 
street,  E. — On  the  2nd  inst.  Messrs.  W.  Creasey 
weighed-in  roach,  perch,  and  bream  ; S.  Silverton,  roach 
and  perch;  T.  Tozer,  roach  and  perch;  C.  Pfleger 
roach;  W.  Russell,  roach  and  rudd.  On  tho  5th  inst 
we  made  two  new  members.  I wish  to  remind  members 
that  there  is  plenty  of  room  at  our  new  quarters,  also 
to  attend  more  regularly.— W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Sept.  2,  Messrs.  A.  Chapman,  E.  Dove, 
R.  Carr,  Carter,  Jessop,  Bouffler,  Elbourn,  Mares, 
Heelas,  J.  Carr,  and  Keiller  weighed-in  some  very  nice 
shows  of  jack,  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  perch.  Several 
prizes  wili  be  angled  for  on  Sept.  9 at  Amberley  (tow 
path)  between  Timberley  Bridge  and  Park  Gates.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to 
ele°t  a new  secretary  and  other  officers.  Three  of  the 
Amberley  prizes  were  won  by  Mr.  Carter,  E.  Dove,  and 
Jessop  on  Sept  2. — W.  Elbourn. 

Brothers  Angling  Society,  Harper-street, 
Kent-road.— The  next  monthly  outing  takes  place  at 
Pulborough,  on  Sept.  9.  Go  where  you  like.  There  are 
several  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for.— T.  H Mitchell 
Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware  road.— On  Sent.  2 tho 
following  weighed-in : Mr.  Wheer,  271b.  of  bream  ; Mr. 
Porter  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Hayden,  roach’  and 
perch  of  lib.  8Joz. ; and  Mr.  King1,  roach. — W.  Bowyer 
Prince  Regent  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent,' 
brlobe-road,  E. — Two  of  our  members  have  been  doing- 
well  at  Shepperton  among  the  bream  and  barbel,  having 
near  201b.  and  161b.  in  two  days.— S.  W.  Hawkings.  ° 
Queen’s  Piscatorials,  la,  Chapel-street,  W.— Our 
members  were  out  on  Sept.  2,  but  only  two  weighed-in  • 
Mr.  Brett,  tench,  and  Mr.  Butterworth,  roach  — f’ 
Coates. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson-street, 
Edgware-road.— The  majority  of  onr  members  were  ont 
on  Sept.  2.  and  some  had  fairly  good  sport  amongst  the 
best  takes  being  those  of  Messrs.  Payne,  Briggs,  Holland, 
Bonham,  and  also  J.  and  G.  Rickwood,  who  took  some 
nice  roach. — R.  E.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
isateman-street.  — On  the  2nd  inst.  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  the  two  following  weighed- 
in,  viz.  : Mr.  Holder  and  Mr.  Hughes,  sen.,  both  show- 
ing good  trays  of  roach.  Last  Tuesday  week  wTe  had  a 
fair  show  of  roach  and  jack  from  Tring  by  the  following  : 
Messrs.  Galloway,  Holder,  Sburey,  and  McClay ; they 
also  saw  there  a jack  hooked  by  Mr.  Galloway  on  a pre- 
vious occasion  measuring  48in.  long.  On  Thursday  next, 
the  l3th  inst.,  we  take  a return  visit  on  the  Central 
Visiting  List.  Will  all  not  receiving  a postcard  kindly 
take  this  as  an  invitation?  — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coburn-road,  Bow- 
On  Sept.  2 Mr.  Alsford  weighed-in  roach,  Mr.  Swallow 
roach,  Mr.  Day  perch,  and  Mr.  Yeo  roach.  We  fish  for 
several  good  prizes  on  Sept.  9 at  Roydon.  A smoking 
concert  takes  place  on  Sept.  11,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  Tuesday  last  was  quarterly  night. 
Will  members  please  settle  up  arrears  ?— E.  P. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwtdl. — Members  are  re- 
minded that  next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly  night, 
when  the  books  must  be  cleared  according  to  rules  ;’ 
also  their  presence  is  required  to  take  part  in  the  ballot 
for  two  new  members,  and  to  make  the  final  arrange- 
ments for  the  next  outing,  which  is  down  for  Sept.  10, 
from  Marlow  Bridge  to  Temple  Lock,  for  four  prizes  ; 
towpath  only  ; no  boats  allowed. — P.  Thorling. 

St  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King- 
street,  Bath-street.  St.  Luke’s. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Sept.  2,  and  had  a fair  show  of  fish.  Mr. 
Knowlson,  bream,  and  Mr.  J.  Ryan,  roach  and  bream. — 
G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  2nd  Mr.  Shaw  (our 
president)  had  some  very  fine  dace  from  the  Thames. 
Several  members  fished  at  Amberley  in  the  competition, 
but  only  Mr.  T.  Stevens  took  a prize.  Mr.  H.  Howell  has 
been  staying  at  Yarmouth,  and  has  had  grand  sport 
with  the  fish  and  birds.  He  shot  some  sea  birds,  which 
are  being  set  up  in  a case  to  be  presented  to  the  club. 
Mr.  Horace  Howard  bad  a capital  show  of  roach  and 
dace  from  Brandon.  Next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  the  prizes  won  the  past  quarter  will  be 
handed  to  the  various  winners. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  weighed-in  by  Mr.  C.  Tilbury,  one  jack,  61b.  lOoz. ; 
F.  Penney,  perch,  111b.  I shall  be  glad  to  see  a good 
muster  of  members  attend  on  Wednesday  next.  I have 
a great  deal  of  important  business  to  clear  up  and  to 
arrange  for  our  next  outing.  This  will  not  be  roving. 
All  subscriptions  are  now  due. — J.  G.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Grafton  Arms,  72,  Grafton-street. — The  following  mem- 
bers succeeded  in  getting  fish  on  the  2nd  inst.  : Messrs. 
North,  roach  and  bream,  91b.  5joz. ; J.  Wright,  81b.  foz. 
bream  and  roach;  and  J.  Berry,  roach. — C.  B.  Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Maiden-lane.— 
On  Tuesday  last  the  officers  were  all  re-elected  for  the 
next  quarter.  Mr.  Puttock  weighed-in  bream  and 
roach,  8Bb. ; largest  bream,  3Jlb. — Pelican. 


Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard-row. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
Sept.  2,  for  seven  prizes,  but  were  unsuccessful ; they 
will  continue  fishing  for  them  on  Sept.  9.  Mr.  Hart 
brought  in  a nice  show  of  roach.  Several  of  our  mem- 
bers were  in  the  Amberley  competition,  Mr.  A.  Manning 
coming  in  for  third  honours. — T.  S 

Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers,  Falcon,  Gough- 
square,  E.C. — The  annual  club  competition  takes  place 
on  the  13th  inst.,  at  Kingston.  The  club  cup,  value 
<£5  5s.,  is  awarded  for  the  heaviest  roach  taken  on  this 
occasion,  and  there  are  second  and  third  prizes  of 
£2  2s.  and  £1  Is.  respectively.  Competitors  to  start 
from  the  Sun  Hotel  landing  stage,  at  ten  o’clock,  return- 
ing not  later  than  seven  o’clock.  /Trains  leave  Waterloo 
(south  station)  at  8.32  and  9.15,  arriving  at  Kingston  at 
9.8  and  9.49  respectively. — W.  H.  Cate. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
tonals,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Some  half  dozen 
of  our  members  entered  for  the  competition  at  Amber- 
ley, on  Sept.  2,  but  were  not  successful  in  taking 
prizes.  Mr.  Pope  had  a good  show  of  roach  on  Friday. 
Mr.  Davies  saved  ns  from  a blank  on  Sept.  2 by 
weighing-in  roach  from  Amberley,  and  thereby  taking 
half-guinea  prize  left  over  from  our  August  meeting. — 
A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

—The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  Ber- 
mondsey Brothers  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  inst.  As 
this  society  is  always  represented,  and  on  most  occasions 
in  goodly  numbers,  and  as  the  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
has  several  times  occupied  the  chair  at  other  societies  on 
the  occasion  of  their  reception  of  a visit  on  this  list,  I 
trust  that  every  society  on  the  list  will  do  their  best  to 
attend. — Ale.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney.  — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  2 : Mr.  Chamberlin,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Morgan, 
dace  ; Mr.  West,  roach.  Other  members  were  out,  but 
arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorne- 
road,  Hammersmith. — On  Sept.  2,  Messrs.  Hare,  Smith, 
H.  Mockridge,  Anstead,  and  F.  C.  Gerrard  weighed-in 
shows  of  roach  and  dace.  We  had  a good  muster  on 
Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Bolland  was  elected  a member.  On 
Sept.  16,  a competition  will  take  place  ; final  arrange- 
ments next  Tuesday. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers  (Deptford).— Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  2nd  inst.,  with  the  following 
result : — Mr.  H.  Tyler,  roach  and  bream  ; J.  Payne, 
roach;  W.  Tyler,  roach;  W.  Windred,  roach;  H. 
Fennell,  roach ; E.  Skeates,  roach  ; J.  Steer,  roach. 
Other  members  were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks.  We 
fish  a pegged-down  match  on  Sept.  9,  in  the  Langford 
Hall  water,  for  several  money  prizes.— H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Yauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  2nd.  Mr.  Birch,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  H.  Pain, 
bream.  Those  who  fished  in  the  match  were  unsuccess- 
ful. We  had  a fair  meeting  on  the  4th,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in 
the  chair  pro  tern.  Another  new  member  was  proposed 
— Mr.  Martin.  Ballot  next  week.  Mr.  Haines  has 
returned  the  roach  he  had  on  hand  ; a splendid  picture, 
on  view  at  the  clubhouse.  I have  received  the  tickets 
for  the  Benevolent  match.  Members  please  note  we  have 
room  for  more  members,  working  and  honorary. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest- road,  Walthamstow. — On 
the  2nd  inst.  the  following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Max- 
well, Tisley,  Coomber,  Hoad,  Stevens,  Fraser,  and  W. 
Davis.  Mr.  Tisley  on  the  4th  inst.  caught  a chub 
weighing  21b.  9oz.  We  made  two  new  members  on  last 
meeting  night.  Final  arrangements  for  Dagenham  on 
Sept.  9 next.  Meet  outside  clubhouse  in  Pretoria-avenue 
at  1.30  sharp,  or  under  the  clock  in  Marsh  street  at  1.45. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Kegent’s-park. — On  Sept.  2,  we 
fished  for  eight  lapsed  prizes  troin  last  season  in  the 
Slough  Canal,  at  Langley.  We  had  very  small  shows 
of  fish  but  took  all  the  prizes.  Mr.  H.  Putnam,  first ; 
Mr.  W.  Dodge,  second ; Mr.  Clarksoif,  third  ; Mr.  A. 
Putnam,  fourth ; Mr.  Morris,  fifth ; Mr.  Packman, 
sixth  ; Mr.  Mugford,  seventh ; Mr.  Grimaldi,  eighth! 
— James  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland- road. — The  result  of  the 
competition  on  Sept.  2 is  as  follows:  Messrs.  Griffin, 
first ; Risdon,  second  ; Pearson,  third ; Bowles,  fourth! 
The  next  competition  takes  place  on  Sept.  19.  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  5,  was  quarterly  night,  when  subscriptions 
were  due. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— Only  two  of  the  prizes 
were  taken  in  our  competition  at  Slough  on  the  2nd 
inst.  viz.,  first  by  Mr.  W.  Gordon,  bream ; second, 
Mr.  W.  Turnbull,  roach  and  bream — although  there  was 
a good  muster.  Mr.  H.  Haine  weighed-in  131b.  of  bream 
from  other  waters.  The  remaining  prizes  will  bo  fished 
for  on  the  9th,  where  you  like.  At  the  quarterly 
meeting  Mr.  C.  Groom  was  elected  chairman  for  the 
quarter,  and  Mr.  J.  Westoby,  jun.  vice-chairman. 
Messrs.  Gernble  and  Wilson  were  appointed  delegates  to 
the  Anglors’  Association. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  2nd  inst., 
we  had  a few  fish  by  Messrs.  Richards,  Sullivan,  Harden, 
jun.,  and  Mercer.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  took  place  on  the  5th.  There  was  a good 
muster  considering  the  number  of  clubs  represented. 
Our  first  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  at 
Broxbourne  on  Sept.  10.  Mr.  Powell,  member  of  the 
above  society,  has  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a card  case 


containing  his  private  ticket  and  subscription  book, 
and  two  Amberley  excursion  tickets,  for  which  he  will 
pay  2s.  6d.  on  their  being  returned  — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Sept.  2 the 
following  weighed-in  fish  : MrdVill,one  jack,2ib.  14Joz.; 
F.  Homer,  lib.  3Joz.  of  bream  ; Mr.  W.  C x,  roach  ; Mr. 
H.  Mills  also  weighed-in  roach.  I wish  to  remind  our 
members  that  it  is  quarterly  night  on  Wednesday  next, 
Sept.  12. — R Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— President,  Mr. 
Burdett-Coutts,  M P. — On  Sept.  2 a few  members  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Thames.  Amongst  the  most  fortunate 
were  Mr.  Beam,  who  had  a very  nice  i-h  >w  of  chub; 
Messrs.  Bayley  Cope,  and  Atchison  coming  next  with 
chub  and  bream.  On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  divide 
Mr.  Hayter’s  prize  into  two  of  10s.  64.  each  for  the 
largest  perch  and  the  third  largest  jack  taken  during 
the  season;  open  to  all,  bank  or  punt,  any  water, 
according  to  club  rules. — P.  G. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — I am  plea  ed  to  report 
some  better  bags  for  this  week,  as  follows  : Messrs.  D. 
Hook,  bream,  2411b.  ; J.  Holloway,  bream,  161b.  6£  z. ; 
H.  Hook,  bream,  131b.  6|oz.  (including  one  of  3 b.  ltjoz.); 
W.  E.  Mathews,  roach,  121b.  6oz.  ; W.  G.  Nortfiam, 
roach,  111b.  13oz. ; S.  Bryan,  bream,  61b.  7oz.  ; J.  How- 
croft,  roach,  31b.  13joz.  ; total  weight  for  the  week, 
871b.  8oz. — P.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde 
Three  Colts,  Old  Ford-road. — Our  members  were  out  on 
Sept.  2 for  prizes,  Mr.  Hirst  being  successful  with  a niee 
show  of  roach  and  perch.  The  following  members  also 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  J.  Toye,  rucb,  51b.  12£oz.;  D. 
Davis,  roach  ; C.  Toye,  roach  : T.  Hill,  roach. — C.  Toye. 


AMBERLEY  COMPETITION. 

Sept.  2,  1894. 

The  following  is  the  official  report : — ■ 

C.  Fletcher  (unattached),  161b.  lljoz. 

A.  Manning  (Sociable  Brothers),  141b.  6§oz. ; specimen 
roach,  lib.  12foz. 

T.  Simkins  (Anchor  and  Hope),  71b.  5oz. 

J.  Osborne  (Great  Northern),  51b.  9-ioz. 

J.  Bell  (Hoxton  Brothers),  41b.  14oz. 

G.  Howard  (Blaekfriars),  41b.  |oz. 

C.  Large  (Great  Northern),  31b.  lloz. 

— Friedel  (Pixie  Brothers),  2ib  15oz. 

W.  G.  Allcook  (unattached),  21b.  14Joz. 

W.  Mills  (Sociable  Brothers),  specimen  bream. 
21b.  ll|oz. 

The  following  were  winners  of  7s.  : Messrs.  W.  Bray, 
T.  W.  Gerrard,  F.  Dove,  F.  Oonyb-are,  H Palmer, 
R.  Bell,  T.  Stevens,  W.  Hanson,  O.  Wat  ing,  H.  Scutt, 
J.  Smith,  E.  Beale,  C.  Russell,  and  W.  Hike. 

The  following  were  winners  of  5s.  : Messrs.  C.  Pate- 
man,  W.  E.  Gardham,  W.  Lewis,  W.  Wailing,  C.  Glover, 
J.  Roberts,  J.  Poole,  H.  Mallett,  W Carter,  0.  Burnett, 
A.  Jessop,  F.  Pyle,  F.  Barker,  and  H Coleman. 

Number  weighed-in,  51.  Gross  weight,  1211b.  3oz. 
Scales — C.  Watling  and  F.  Yanhegan.  Book — H. 
Smith  and  G.  Paterson. 

Weather  fine  and  good  tide. 


One  of  Jerrold’s  acquaintances  sa;d  to  him:  “ Our 
iiterests  correspond.  In  fact,  wc  mw  in  the  same  boat.” 
“ Yes  ; but  with  what  different  sculls!  ” was  she  reply. 


Ashford  s Clubs. 

^With  SEWN  LEATHER  Handles 
.Covered  with  Buffed  Cow  Hide, 


A practical  improvement 
to  a very  important 
part  of  the  Club. 


The  finish  of  our 
Clubs  is  superior 
to  any  in  the 
Market. 


ESSEX  & KENT  STREETS.  BIRMINGHAM^ 


A Patiieiic  Incident  occurred  in  the  London  streets  the  othpr 
night.  It  was  late,  and  a poor  little  girl  was  trying  in  vain  t<»  sell 
“er  violets.  Suddenly  a boy,  a typical  London  a mb,  who  had  just 
sold  his  last  evening  paper,  and  was  rattling  his  ha’pence  in  his 
pocket,  stopped  before  her.  Taking  the  situation  in  at  a glance, 
he  said  kindly,  “I’ll  buy  yer  vi’lets  Come  on,  we’ll  sell  'em 
tergether.  The  boy  evidently  was  a goon  salt  sman,  for  wo 
passed  barely  an  hour  later,  and  tho  children  were  running  about 
together,  with  only  two  or  three  hunches  leit.  Wo  ean  all  help 
one  another  if  wo  like.  The  sick  and  suffering  we  can  savo  if  wo 
only  point  out  to  them  the  healing  virtues  of  Holloway^s  Pills  and 
Ointment. 
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Jangling  fixtures. 

September  9. 

Battersea  Friendly:  Match  at  Y aiding. 

Camden  : Outing  to  London  Colney. 

Campbell  United  : Match  at,  Langley. 

Canning  Town : Match  at  Hatfield  Povorol. 

Clapham  Strollers  : Match  at  Woking. 

Clissold  : Match  at  Ware. 

Enterprise  Rovers  : Open  competition. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Hounsfield  Otters  : Outing  and  dinner. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  : Competition  at  Hatfiold  Poverel. 
Liverpool  East  End  : Match. 

Original  Alexandra:  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Phcenix  : Match  at  Amberloy. 

Pixie  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

Royal  Oak  : Match  at  Roydon. 

United  Brothers:  Match  at  Langley. 

Walthamstow  Brothers:  Match  at  Dagenham. 
Wellington  : Prize  outing. 

September  10. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting. 
Bomore  : Match  at  Langley. 

Lincoln  : Benefit  concert. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 

September  11. 

Gresham  : Casting  tournament. 

Havelock  : Visit. 

Royal  Oak  : Smoking  concert. 

September  12. 

Wenlock  : Visit. 

September  13. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorials  : Challenge  cup  com- 
petition at  Fritton. 

Liverpool  A.  A. : Match  against  the  St.  Helen’s. 

Royal  George : Visit. 

Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers : Cup  competition  at 
Kingston. 

September  14. 

Anglers’  Bmevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 

September  15. 

Bolton  District  Anglers’  Association : Challenge  cup 
competition. 

Lychnobite  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Sept.  16. — Addison  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Staines. 

,,  16. — Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Chertsey. 

„ 16. — Bostonian  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

„ 16. — Clapham  Junction : Match  at  Woking. 

16. — Dalston  : Competition. 

5)  16. — Duke  of  Norfolk  : Match  at  Uxbridge. 

,,  16. — Eagle  : Prize  outing. 

,,  16. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Slough. 

,,  16.— Havelock  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

,,  16. — Highbury  : Outing  to  St.  Neots. 

,,  16. — Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Esher. 

„ 16. — St.  John’s  : Outing  to  Marlow. 

„ 16. — Sundial : Competition. 

,,  16  — Wenlock  : Match  at  Broxbourne. 

„ 17. — Globe  : Benefit  Concert. 

,,  18.— Bermondsey  Brothers  : Visit. 

„ 19. — Walworth  Waltonians  : Competition. 

5)  20. — Liverpool  A. A.  : Outing  to  Ruabon. 

,,  25. — Enterprise:  Match  at  Harlow. 

„ 25.— Gresham  : Sea  Fishing  at  Leigh. 

„ 25.— Rodney  : Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

.,  29.— Campbell  United  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

„ 30. — Brothers  Well  Met  : Match. 

„ 30. — Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

„ 30. — Islington  Brothers  : Outing. 

Oct.  3. — Brompton  : Concert. 

3. — Brothers  Well  Met : Match. 


goffings  bg  tfye  ^ag. 

Mr  Ghurney  writes:  “The  netting  at  Koston 

resulted  in  the  capture  of  between  2cwt.  and  3cwt.  of 
handsome  English  carp,  from  21b.  to  41b.  each,  to  be 
transferred  to  the  River  Lea. 

******* 

The  secretary  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society 
announces  that  special  coupons  will  be  issued  after  25th 
inst.  to  members  of  the  society  on  their  applying  at  66, 
Haymarket,  which  will  enable  them  to  travel  at  single 
fares  for  the  double  journey  to  Margate,  Ramsgate, 
Deal,  and  Dover.  The  period  for  which  these  special 
fares  are  available  is  from  Oct.  1 to  March  31.  The 
subscription  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  is 
10s.  6d.  per  annum,  and  for  members  of  fresh-water 
angling  societies  5s.  6d.  Forms  of  application  and  all 
particulars  may  be  obtained  at  the  above  address.  The 
next  committee  meeting  for  election  of  members  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  Sept.  17. 

******* 

Mr.  Abrahams  (hon.  sec.  to  the  Thames  competition 
in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society)  omitted  to 
put  the  date  of  the  competition  on  the  circular  which 
has  been  issued  to  all  the  clubs.  The  event  will  take 
place  on  Oct.  28.  Only  one  rod  will  be  allowed.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  the  prizes  will  bo  taken,  and  that  anglers 
will  do  their  utmost  to  dispose  of  tickets.  Mr.  E. 
Broekett  has  asked  whether  fishing  will  or  not  be 
allowed  from  a boat  or  punt.  Perhaps  Mr.  Abrahams 
will  answer  ; although  I think  it  very  safe  to  assume 
that  the  competition  will  be  “ bank  only.” 

******* 

A well-proportioned  common  bronze  carp,  weigh- 
ing 8:11b.,  was  captured  in  the  Holy  Brook,  Reading,  on 
Thursday  afternoon.  It  is  on  view  at  a local  fish- 
monger’s. 


The  last  oxenrsion  of  the  season  in  aid  of  the  Printing 
Machine  Managers’  Superannuation  Fund  to  Yarmouth 
and  back  will  he  on  Sunday,  Sept.  9,  leaving  Liverpool- 
street  at  8.15  a.m.,  returning  from  Yarmouth  (South 
Town)  at  5.15  and  7 p.m.,  fare  4s.:  children  under 
fifteen  half-price.  Holders  of  these  tickets  can  travel 
free  both  going  and  returning  from  North  Woolwich. 
Silvortown,  Tidal  Basin,  Canning  Town,  Maryland 
Point,  and  Forest  Gate.  The  excursion  tickets  will  also 
bo  available  from  the  south  side  of  the  river  by  boat 
from  South  Woolwich,  to  enable  excursionists  from  the 
Dockyards,  Arsenal,  Plumstead,  Charlton,  Shooter’s 
Hill,  and  the  adjoining  districts  south  of  the  Thames, 
to  join  the  trains  at  North  Woolwich.  Liverpool-street 
Station  is  now  also  easily  accessible  from  the  south  side 
by  omnibuses,  via  the  Tower  Bridge. 

******* 
Excursionists  may  also  travel  to  and  fro  free  of 
charge  in  connection  with  these  trains  by  any  ordinary 
train  from  Enfield  Town,  Bush  Hill  Park,  Lower 
Edmonton,  Silver-street,  White  Hart-lane,  Bruce  Grove, 
and  Seven  Sisters.  For  the  Walthamstow  district, 
Wood-street,  Hoe-street,  St.  James-Btreet,  Hale  End, 
and  Chingford.  From  Ponder’s  End,  Brimsdown,  Enfield 
Lock,  Waltham  Cross,  and  Cheshunt  to  Liverpool- 
Btreet  ; and  from  Palace  Gates  (Wood  Green),  Green- 
lanes,  Noel  Park,  and  West  Green  to  Liverpool-street  to 
join  excursion  trains.  Also  from  Lea  Bridge,  Clapton, 
Stamford  Hill,  Stoke  Newington,  Rectory-road,  Hackney 
Downs,  London  Fields,  Cambridge  Heath,  Woodford, 
George-lane,  Snaresbrook,  Leytonstone,  Leyton  to  Liver- 
pool-street. Eight  days,  5s. ; children  under  15  half 
fares. 

*****  * * 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  8,  special  trains  will  start  from 
Liverpool-street  at  6.45,  8.25  a.m.,  3.15  p.m.,  other  days 
by  ordinary  trains,  returning  by  special  train  leaving 
Yarmouth  (South  Town),  Sunday,  9th,  at  5.15  and  7.0 
p.m.,  other  days,  up  to  and  inclusive  of  Saturday,  15th, 
by  any  of  the  Company’s  ordinary  trains.  These  tickets 
are  available  from  Liverpool-street,  Enfield,  Enfield 
Lock,  Wood-street,  Palace  Gates,  North  Woolwich 
and  South  Woolwich  (by  boat  to  North  Woolwich), 
Cheshunt,  Chingford,  Woodford,  and  all  the  intermediate 
stations  above-mentioned.  Tickets  of  all  agents  ; any 
member  of  the  committee ; or  J.  Dewar,  secretary 
Superannuation  Fund,  Printers’  Hall,  Bartlett’s- 
passage,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.  Anglers  or  non-anglers  and 
their  wives  and  children  may  travel  by  these  excursions. 
******* 

“ Any  twout  here  in  this  bwook  r ” 

Asked  the  dude  of  Farmer  Crook. 

To  which  the  farmer  made  reply,  “My  poor,  misguided 
friend, 

There  be  trout  in  this  here  brook, 

But  they  wouldn’t  bite  a hook 
Thet  hed  secli  a lookin’  image  a-holt  the  other  end.” 
******* 

The  following  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  should  be  supported  by 
the  angling  clubs  of  London  : 

Because  it  preserves  the  only  portion  of  the  Thames 
near  London  which  is  wholly  free  and  open  to  the  public, 
and  in  which  there  are  no  private  rights  or  claims. 

Because  its  portion  of  the  river  is  well  stocked  with 
all  kinds  of  fish,  which  can  be  taken  from  the  banks  ; 
this  season  already  some  fine  specimens  have  been 
caught  by  the  bank  anglers. 

Because  the  same  water  is  well  preserved,  having 
one  head  river  keeper,  seven  fishermen  keepers,  eleven 
assistant  river  keepers,  and  ten  honorary  keepers  (see 
page  15  of  “ Blue  Book  ”). 

Because  the  committee  of  the  society  contains  repre- 
sentatives from  the  two  Anglers’  Associations,  and 
others  from  several  angling  clubs. 

Because  the  society  has  been  established  fifty-six 
years,  and  been  the  means  during  that  period  of  keep- 
ing the  river  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  poaching  has 
become  an  evil  of  the  past. 

*****  * * 

Come  out,  tis  now  September  ! One  day  recently, 
asys  Peter  Gibson  in  the  American  Field,  myself  and 
two  companions  went  into  the  country  for  a day’s  snipe 
shooting.  As  I was  crossing  a country  road  I saw  a boy 
coming  carrying  a gun.  I waited  until  he  came  near. 
He  had  a '22-calibre  rifle.  “ Hello,  boy,”  said  1,  “ out 
shooting?”  “ No,  my  gun  was  broke  ; I got  it  fixed  in 
town.”  “ Do  you  live  here  P ” “Yes.”  “ I have  per- 
mission from  the  farmers  and  am  Bhooting  snipes,  can 
you  tell  me  where  I can  find  some  birds?”  Then 
he  told  me  to  go  into  the  fields  the  other  side  of 
orchard,  something  like  a mile  away.  For  his 
kindness  I gave  him  ten  cents.  I watched  the  boy 
as  he  walked  down  the  road,  while  I finished  my 
pipo  of  tobacco.  When  he  waB  about  100  yards 
away  he  knelt  down  by  the  road  fence.  ^ I saw 
three  crows  fly  over  him.  He  fired  his  rifle.  The  first 
crow  dropped,  while  the  second  stopped  short,  tried  to 
tack,  but  floundered  a good  deal  and  then  fell.  As  the 
crows  were  not  in  a direct  lino,  and  as  I hoard  no 
other  gun  explosion  I was  anxious  to  see  the  birds,  so 
walked  up.  Tho  boy  said  ho  got  fifteen  cents  from  his 
papa  every  time  ho  killed  a crow,  so  I gave  him  thirty 
cents  and  took  both  birds.  After  I returned  homo  I out 
the  birds  opon  and  found  that  tho  bullet  had  split  on 
the  first  bird’s  thighbone,  one  half  remaining  in  tho 
bird  near  the  spine,  while  tho  second  bird  was  hit  and 
killed  by  the  othor  half  of  tho  bullet.  This  is  the  first 
time  I ovor  Baw  the  offeots  of  a split  '22-calibro  bullet. 


While  admitting  the  comparative  raritv  of  the  sten- 
pinod  stickleback  (says  the  Yorkehire  Weekly  Font) — 
that  is,  the  pen-stined  pickleback — I mean.  Well,  the 
next  time  your  wife’s  maiden  aunt  suggests  that  the 
meetings  of  your  angling  club  are  not  held  on  lines 
compatible  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Blue  Ribbon  Army,  just  inform  her  casually  that  Peter 
Piper  picked  a peck  of  ten-spined  sticklebacks.  That’ll 
do  it,  but  you  had  better  go  into  a field — or  a lunatic 
asylum — and  practice  assiduously  for  a fortnight  pre- 
viously. However,  while  admitting  the  comparative 
rarity  of  Oaeteronteun  jiunyitiun  I am  not  at  all  sure 
that  the  throe-pronged  variety  (G.  acalealun)  is  not  quite 
as  interesting.  The  common  stickleback,  prickleback, 
tittlebat,  or  whatever  you  like  to  call  him,  is  as  ubi- 
quitous as  tho  tax  collector,  and  nearly  as  objection- 
able. Hois  an  armour-plate  1,  copper-bottomed  morsel 
of  piscine  pugnacity,  everlastingly  inviting  some  equally 
audacious  champion  to  “ trid  on  the  tail  av  me  coat.” 
He  is  apparently  built  in  the  dutch-oven  and  hat-peg 
style  of  architecture,  and  his  clothes  look  as  if  they  had 
been  screwed  or  rivetted  on  him  by  a blacksmith,  and 
would  not  come  off.  The  stickleback  is  objectionable  on 
account  of  his  disgusting  appetite  for  the  fry  and  ova  of 
other  as  well  as  his  own  species  of  fish,  and  the  harm  he 
can  do  on  the  spawning  grounds  of  trout  preserves  is 
incalculable. 

******* 
Otherwise  he  is  a most  “ amoosin’ little  cuss.”  He 
is  the  most  domesticated  father  I koo  v — will  not  be 
humbugged  with  any  old-fashioned  ignorant  nurse’s 
tales  as  to  the  proper  rearing  of  children — hustles  them 
all  off  the  premises  and  ’tends  to  things  himself.  He 
knows  how  it  ought  to  be  done,  and  is  a most  rabid 
anti-woman’s-righter.  As  Artemus  Ward  said  of 
the  Mormon,  his  habits  are  singular  and  his  wives 
are  plural.  When  the  spring  comes  round  as 
spring  has  a way  of  doing — and  the  young  stickle- 
back’s fancy  lightly  turns  to  thoughts  of  love, 
he  builds  himself  a nest  of  bits  of  grass  and 
fibres  of  aquatic  plants,  which  he  sticks  together 
with  patent  cement  from  his  portable  glue-kettle  which, 
for  the  sake  of  convenience,  he  carries  about  with  him  in 
the  region  of  his  kidneys.  This  may  strike  one  as  a 
somewhat  curious  place  to  keep  a glue-kettle,  but  pro- 
bably he  has  good  reasons  for  selecting  it.  Having  com- 
pleted the  nest,  which  resembles  somewhat  a barrel  with 
both  ends  knocked  out,  so  that  you  can  see  through  his 
domestic  plan  at  a glance,  he  metaphorically  hangs  out 
a sign  warning  all  would-be  intruders  to  keep  off  the 
grass,  dons  his  red  waistcoat  and  Sunday  suit,  and  goes 
a-courting. 

******  * 

“ To  fishing,”  he  said, 

“ I do  not  aspire. 

Because,  as  it  happens, 

I am  not  a person  of  that  sort.” 

******* 

Mr.  W.  Carter  (of  the  Friendly  Anglers)  sends  the 
following  : “ Deal  Pier  was  the  scene  of  a plucky  rescue 
on  Aug.  29.  Two  young  ladies  rowing  in  a skiff,  and 
evidently  unacquainted  with  strong  tides,  quickly 
drifted  under  the  bottom  piles  or  cross  bars  of  the  pier 
head,  and  there,  with  hands  and  arms  bleeding  through 
clinging  to  the  mussel-covered  bars,  they  were  seen  by 
an  angler  visiting  here,  who,  without  hesitation,  quickly 
descended  (as  only  an  athlete  could,  hand  overhand, 
thereby  damaging  his  hands  and  clothes),  and  succeeded 
after  considerable  trouble  and  risk  in  getting  the  ladies 
and  the  skiff  away  from  danger.  The  plucky  rescuer 
was  Mr.  E.  C.  Clements,  of  the  Gresham  Angling 


Still  another  gallant  rescue ! On  Sept.  2,  while 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Hammersmith  Angling 
Society  were  fishing  on  the  Slough  Canal,  their  atten- 
tion was  attracted  by  a girl’s  screams,  whose  brother 
(a  child  of  five  or  six  years  of  age)  had  fallen  into  the 
water  and  had  gone  under.  A member,  Mr.  J.  Stmch- 
comb,  of  Black  Lion-lane,  Hammersmith,  ran  to  the 
spot,  and  on  his  way — some  fifty  or  sixty  yards  threw 
off  his  coat  and  jumped  in.  with  the  happy  result  of 
rescuing  the  child  alive.  The  overjoyed  parents  did 
their  best  to  supply  dry  clothing  to  this  worthy  member 
of  a worthy  society.  I may  add  that  this  is  Mr.  btinch- 
comb’s  third  attempt  at  saving  life. 

******* 

Mr.  G.  Jordan,  a member  of  the  West  Ham  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  found  a stool,  supposed  to  have  been 
dropped  by  a brother  fisherman,  at  Tottenham  Station 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  2.  The  owner  may  have 
the  same  by  applying  to  the  Red  Lion,  Northwold-road, 
Upper  Clapton. 

******* 

The  following  information  is  sent  from  Herefordshire  : 
—Mr.  Goetze  and  Mr.  Bell,  fishing  on  tho  Wye, 
averaged  321b.  a day  (28>.b.  to  341b.)  of  roach,  chub,  dace, 
and  trout ; and,  on  anothor  day,  Mr.  Boll  took  a chub  of 
41b.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Cooper’s,  St.  Luke's,  to  bo 
set  up.  The  river  down  hero  is  well  stocked,  and  tho  fish 
run  large.  The  best  professional  fisherman  is  William 
Tingle,  who  knows  all  tho  swims. 

******* 

“ Horas  non  numero  nisi  Serenas  ” — which,  in- 
terpreted, moans  “ The  Ship,”  Marlow-on-Thamos  (noar 
rail  and  river).  Proprietor,  C.  L.  Matthews.  This 
house  has  been  taken  by  an  old  anglor  and  angling 
writor,  who  caters  for  angling  friends,  cyclists,  and 
others,  offoring  comfortable  quarters  at  modorato 
chargos.  Select  accommodation  only.  Terms  for  any 
period  on  application.  Draonet. 
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HERCULES”  GUT  CASTS, 

FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT.  ' 

as- * « 

proZcteif,  toL  Suffil  9rmttr  'tren«th’  “'*■>  aurability,  a.  the  P.-epamtion 


Trade  Mark. 


This  Devon  Minnow  is  so  light  that 
it  can  be  cast  with  any  fly  rod,  and 
will  kill  in  all  states  of  the  water. 


N23571  PATENT 
FEATHER  WEIGHT  DEVON 


It  is  equally  good 
grilse,  and  trout. 


for  salmon, 


The  above  can  be  obtained  from  any  good  Tackle  Dealer. 

*•  ALLCOCK  & CO.,  Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

The  largest  manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  &c„  in  the  world. 


■WHOLESALE 


Hello!!  What’s  This? 

PATENT  SPRING  GAG  & LANCE  DISGORGER. 


. THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


a 


NO  FISHERMAN  SHOULD  BE  WITHOUT  ONE. 

INVALUABLE  IN  ALL  KINDS  OF  FISHING. 

WIHXj  LAST  _A_  LIFETIME. 

POST  FREE.  Ordinary,  1/8  ; larger,  2/2.  Nickelled,  with  horn  handle,  2/8  and  3/2. 

Special  Terms  to  Clubs  taking  Half  a Gross. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

A.  CROOKES  & CO.,  ECKINGrTON, 

ROTHERHAM, 


YACHTING  <fc  FISHING  on  NORFOLK  BROADS 

Yachts,  3 to  40  Tons,  fox>  Hire. 

Send  for  List,  post  free. 

FISHING  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Lists  post  free. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SEASIDE. 

A N ACCELERATED  and  IMPROVED  SUMMER  SERVICE  of  FAST  and 
EXPRESS  TRAINS  is  NOW  RUNNING  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft,  Cromer, 
outhend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe' 
Aldebnrgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton.  TOURIST  FORTNIGHTLY  and  FRIDAY 
to  TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS  are  issued  by  all  trains  from  LONDON  (Liver- 
pool-street) ; also  from  G.  E.  Suburban  Stations  and  New-cross  (L.  B.  and  S.  C.) 
at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from 

s . ancras  (Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft  and 
Oromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE,  &o. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  6d.,  DAILY  bv  Thronffh  FAST  TRAtms  fv 

™WAdLT<lN Land  ^ABWICH  and  Back,  4a.  From  Llverpool-atreet,  on 
>unaaya  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.25  a.m. 

'nBWe?k^fv?^f^E  BYE  I?OU8E-  lfl-  6d->  DAILY  Llverpool-atreet,  Ac.,  and 
“ week-days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentlah  Town. 

lK  fa),  £-’  DAILY  fr0“  LWerP00latreCt’  Yenchurch-atreet,  New  Cross 


,==  . 

— - 

Priced  • 

Coats.  42/-,  &o. ; K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. 
Gaiters,  10/6. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour, 
is  the  most  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Write  for  “ Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 

Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

30,  Haymarket, 

J LONDON. 


W.  EVANS’ 

FISHING  & TRAVELLING  SUITS. 

A Choice  Selection  of  Materials  just  in  from  Scotland  to  choose  from 
in  HEATH EB  MIXTURES,  BROWNS,  DRABS,  FAWNS,  and  LOVATS 
NORFOLK  JACKETS  from  40s.  6d 

KNICKERBOCKER  BREECHES  from  25s 

Testimonials  from  Military,  Medical,  and  Country  Gentlemen  are  con- 
tinually received.  The  following  is  published  by  kind  permission  •— 

“ Clarence  House  Kew,  May  3,  1804.  Dear  Sir, -I  like  the  Norfolk 
Jacket  very  much.  I he  fit  is  excellent.  It's  wonderful  the  way  you  get  your 
orders  sent  out  so  quickly  and  so  well.— Yours  truly,  Lionel  Walsh.” 
OUR  SPECIALITY  LOUNGE  SUIlS, 

In  Blue  Serge,  Scotch,  Cheviot,  and  Homespun,  II  guineas,  havo  given 
every  satisfaction,  and  have  greatly  extended  our  connection. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to  inspect  our  varied  selection  of  materials  for 
Frock  and  Morning  Coats,  Covert  Coatings,  Trouserings,  Flannels  Ac. 
Our  prices  are  strictly  moderate  for  cash  (compatible  wiili  ilrst-elass  work  - 
rnansmp),  m many  instances  below  those  of  the  Storos,  combined  with 
personal  supervision. 

W‘  *2  VANs,  77,  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W. 

(Adjoining  Queen  s Hall,  and  only  a few  yards  from  tho  Langham  Hotel). 
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provincial  IKlotes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tho  pollution  of  tlio  Rivor  Avon  1ms  during  the  past 
fow  days  boon  engaging  the  attention  of  boating  mon 
and  anglerB.  Some  of  tho  correspondents  in  their 
lettors  to  tlio  papers  say  that  more  than  one  largo  body 
aro  responsible  for  the  present  sad  stato  of  things,  but 
from  wbat  I have  seen  of  the  rivor  thore  is  only  ono 
body  responsible,  and  that  is  the  inhabitants  of  Stratford. 
Something  should  be  done  by  those  who  have  the  power  to 
save  tho  rivor  from  this  vile  pollution,  which  is  a disgrace 
to  the  inhabitants  of  tho  Shakosperian  town.  The  Vine 
Unity  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at  Brodon 
on  Sept.  2,  thirty-four  members  competed.  First,  W. 
Riddall ; second,  A.  Goode  ; third,  E.  Tristam  ; fourth, 

F.  Smith,  jnn. ; fifth,  T.  Smith,  son. ; sixth,  G.  Sanders  ; 
sevonth,  B.  Horobin,  &c.  This  club  have  the  best  arra,y 
of  prizes  in  Birmingham;  thoy  number  twenty-one  in 
all,  and  are  of  a very  valuable  and  useful  character.  The 
committee  will  decide  when  the  distribution  will  take 
place.  The  Woat  End  Society  also  fished  their  annual 
contest  at  Twyning  Fleet,  Bredon,  on  Sept.  3.  Forty-five 
members  competed  for  twenty-four  prizes.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  contestants  succeeded  in  taking  fish.  First, 
Mr.  J.  Coley;  second,  H.  Coleman;  third,  W.  Stone; 
fourth,  E.  Coleman;  fifth,  J.  Leighton;  sixth,  J. 
Attwood  ; seventh,  W.  Ireland,  &c.  The  prizes  will  be 
distributed  on  Sept.  11.  The  Anglers’  Pride  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  on  Sept.  1 at  Bearley. 
Twenty -nine  competed.  First,  Mr.  T.  Kimberley; 
second,  Mr.  Bates;  third,  Mr.  Drayton;  fourth,  W. 
Glover,  jun.,  &c.  The  Tenby  Society  at  their  last  general 
meeting  decided  to  obtain  a challenge  cup,  to  be  com- 
peted for  at  the  annual  contests.  A subscription  was 
at  once  opened,  when  close  upon  .£9  was  subscribed  by 
the  members  present.  The  club  intend  getting  a ,£20 
eup,  which  is  to  be  a work  of  art. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  rivers  and  drains  are  beginning  to  run  rather  low 
and  clear,  and  roach  fishing  is  slightly  falling  off.  Those 
anglers,  however,  who  have  exercised  care  in  the 
selection  of  their  tackle,  and  have  fished  in  sheltered 
places  from  baited  swims,  have  had  no  cause  to  com- 
plain of  the  condition  of  the  waters.  In  proof  of  this, 
it  may  be  stated  that  on  the  Forty-foot  several  lots  of 
roach  have  been  taken  this  week  with  both  paste  and 
creed  wheat  baits,  the  latter  probably  being  most 
effective.  Again  the  best  bags  have  been  made  north 
and  south  of  Donington  Bridge,  and  in  that  length  of 
the  river  between  Hubbert’s  Bridge  and  Boston,  at  both 
of  which  places  excellent  facilities  prevail  for  ground 
baiting.  Some  good  lots  of  perch  have  also  been  taken 
from  the  Forty-foot  this  week.  Reports  from  most 
waters,  including  the  Witham,  Welland,  and  Glen  are 
very  favourable. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Three  good  trout  were  taken  on  the  River  Hull  last 
week,  and  Mr.  T.  Barber  had  two  splendid  takes  of 
roach,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  over  lib.  each,  Mr.  J. 
Fisher  had  also  two  good  takes  of  twelve  fish  respec- 
tively on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  heaviest  fish  weigh- 
ing lib.  2jOz.  A gentleman  fishing  in  the  lake  at 
Burton  Hall  had  a grand  day’s  sport,  capturing  over 
100  fish,  consisting  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch.  The 
West  Hull  A. S.’s  match  at  Brigg  resulted  as  follows: 
Mr.  Goodwin,  101b.,  first;  Mr.  Chester,  51b.  ljoz., 
second ; T.  Bardsley,  21b.  7oz.  On  Sept.  2 an  open 
angling  match,  promoted  by  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  was  held 
at  Dunswell,  Mr.  R.  Fullerton,  first,  with  lib.  2Joz. 
The  Universal  A.A.’s  annual  open  match  took  place  on 
Monday  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  136  entered  and  the  first 
three  prizes  were  taken  as  follows:  first,  Mr.  T.  Jevons, 
31b.  15foz.  ; second,  Mr.  G.  Arnold,  31b.  2oz.  ; third, 
Mr.  Fred  Phillipson,  21b.  3ioz.  The  Hull  Amalgamated 
A. A.  have  arranged  to  hold  the  association  match  at 
Ferriby  Sluice  on  Sept.  22.  The  Victoria  Arms  A.S. 
will  hold  their  fourth  match  of  the  season  at  Brigg  on 
Oct.  8. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Rivers  have  run  down  considerably  with  the  con- 
tinuance of  fine  weather,  and  fish  have  not  been  taken 
during  the  past  week  in  any  great  quantity.  This 
applies  particularly  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Eden 
and  Lune,  and  in  a measure  also  to  the  Cumberland 
Derwent.  On  the  latter  river,  however,  a few  salmon 
are  being  taken,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  a 
twenty-pounder  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Benson,  of  Cocker- 
mouth,  and  another  of  about  half  that  weight  fell  to  the 
• lot  of  Mr.  Newman,  Broughton.  Mr.  Jonathan  Banks, 
fishing  with  running  worm  in  the  clear  waters  of  the 
Upper  Kent,  had  one  day  twenty  brace  of  trout,  and  on 
another  occasion  only  about  half  a dozen.  Among  others, 
Mr.  T.  B.  Wright  has  also  done  fairly  well  on  the  Sprint, 
creeling  thirteen  trout.  Westmorland  anglers  owe 
something  to  their  County  Council  for  tho  action  taken 
in  the  matter  of  pollution.  A sub-committee  reports 
that  they  recently  visited  a farm  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Mint,  where  they  found  a midden  of  a hundred 
carts  of  manure,  the  liquor  from  which,  together  with 
the  discharge  from  a drain  underneath  it,  was  running 
direct  into  the  river.  A liquid  manure  tank  at  tho  same 
place  was  also  overflowing  down  the  stream.  Tho  com- 
mittee wrote  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  asking  them  to 
have  the  nuisance  abated  at  once,  and  they  now  recom- 
mend that  the  landlord  be  required  to  erect  a building 
with  water-tight  floor  and  walls  to  prevent  a recurrence 
of  tho  mischief. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Tho  rivers  have  apparently  run  into  bettor  order,  and 
tho  fly-fiHher  is  at  last  having  a chance.  As  to  the 
canals  and  reservoirs,  wo  seem  to  bo  slowly  creeping 
back  to  the  favourable  condition  they  wore  in  previous 
to  tho  recent  deluge.  On  the  1st  wo  saw  a nice  basket 
of  trout  taken  by  father  and  son  (a  boy  of  thirteen), 
consisting  of  nine  fish,  weighing  41b.  Mr.  Ilankinson, 
Patricroft,  caught  a roach  in  the  Worsley  Canal,  weigh- 
ing 19oz. ; and  Mr.  Hartley,  of  the  Hulmo  Crown,  also 
killed  two  of  lOoz.  each.  Match  fishing  is  all  the  rage 
at  present,  but  with  the  end  of  September  tho  pro- 
gramme about  ends.  In  every  water  experimented  upon 
by  introducing  king  carp,  this  species  of  fish  havo  thrived 
in  a remarkable  manner : many  fish  very  little  over 
twelve  months  old  are  now  of  tho  respectable  weight  of 
lib.,  and  tho  greater  portion  aro  well  over  $lb.  As 
an  article  of  food  they  are  reported  as  exceedingly 
palatable.  Sept.  20  will  be  the  date  of  the  quarterly 
meeting  at  tho  Artillery  Arms,  Ardwick,  and  no  doubt 
the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  will  shortly  be 
convened. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

We  enjoyed  a continuance  of  fine  weather  this  week. 
The  slight  rains  that  have  fallen  have  tended  to  put  a 
little  colour  into  the  waters,  and  anglers  have  largely 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  presented. 
Sport,  however,  has  fallen  off  somewhat.  Anglers  have 
commenced  to  pay  attention  to  chub  and  pike,  and  from 
the  twelve  bridges  at  Leicester  upwards  to  Aylestone 
good  success  has  been  attained.  Messrs.  Plant  and 
Winter  were  conspicuous  with  a mixed  lot,  in  which  the 
best  perch  weighed  13oz.  ; Mr.  Gibbs,  chub  and  eels  : 
and  Messrs.  J.  Billson  and  J.  Glover  had  a few  small 
pike.  At  Wigston  the  roach  have  again  given  fine 
sport.  The  G.N.R.  Co.  have  just  made  a valuable  con- 
cession in  the  way  of  fares.  Mr.  Hardy,  the  secretary 
of  the  L.A.S.,  has  received  notice  that  the  company  will 
issue  tickets  to  members  of  the  society  at  a fare  and  a 
quarter  available  for  three  days.  The  stations  are  East 
Norton,  Hallaton,  Medbourne,  Rockingham,  Seaton, 
and  Wakerley. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  on  our  waters  has  been  below  the  average  this 
week.  On  the  Bure  very  little  has  been  done  with  roach 
and  bream  ; some  good  perch  have  been  taken  and  a few 
small  pike.  At  Cantley,  Langley,  and  Buckenham,  some 
nice  roach  have  been  secured,  but  on  the  other  reaches  of 
the  Yare  little  has  been  done  except  at  Trouse  Hythe, 
near  Norwich,  where  several  catches  of  three  to  five 
stone  of  bream  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few 
days.  This  is  rather  early  for  these  fish  to  come  so  high 
up  the  river.  The  upper  waters  of  the  districts  are  in 
most  cases  very  much  grown  up  with  weeds,  which  are 
now  beiDg  cut,  and  when  down  some  good  fishing  should 
be  obtained  by  gentlemen  having  permits  to  fish. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  anglers  on  the  Trent  have  again  been  dis- 
appointed. Just  as  the  water  was  running  into  splendid 
condition  for  sport,  the  wind  suddenly  changed  into  the 
north-east,  and  as  a succession  of  cold  nights  have 
followed,  the  fish  have  shown  little  disposition  to  feed. 
But  there  are  other  causes  why  so  few  have,  so  far, 
been  taken  this  season.  Roach  anglers  have  been 
killing  fair  quantities  of  big  roach  with  maggot,  and  in 
the  Colwick  Rectory  waters  on  Monday,  Mr.  W.  Hodson, 
of  West  Bridgford,  caught,  with  wasp  grub,  nine  chub 
running  from  21b.  to  31b.  each.  This  grub  has  accounted 
for  numerous  large  fish  on  other  parts  of  the  Trent.  At 
King’s  Mills,  Mr.  A.  Pewkes,  out  with  J.  Weaker, 
creeled  chub,  perch,  and  dace  on  Monday,  and  in  the 
same  fishery  the  pike  fishermen  have  been  running  some 
handsome  fish.  The  season  opened  on  the  1st,  as  it 
also  opened  at  Shardlow,  where  the  trollers  have  done 
well.  Creed  wheat  fishing  appears  to  have  fallen  off, 
and  no  doubt  the  cold  nights  experienced  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  roach  preferring  maggots  to  wheat. 
Mr.  Coulby  hooked  and  lost  a big  salmon  at  the  top  end 
of  the  Channel  swim  at  King’s  Mills,  a few  afternoons 
ago.  The  proposed  match  between  the  Wellington 
Association  and  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Society  is 
likely,  I hear,  to  be  fished  in  neutral  waters. 

FROM  READING. 

Weather  unsettled,  sport  quiet,  water  out  of  con- 
dition, and  fish  rather  scarce  is  the  general  cry  among 
fishermen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading.  Roach  are 
very  shy,  and  will  not  be  lured  whatever  be  the  induce- 
ments offered  them.  Some  nice  tench  have  been  taken 
in  the  Thames,  one  of  21b.  lOoz.  Thirty-five  members 
participated  in  the  annual  peg-down  competition  of  the 
Reading  Wanderers  Angling  Club,  which  was  brought 
off  at  Goring.  Mr.  Millard  won  the  first  prize  and 
challenge  cup,  and  Mr.  Josey  took  second  honours  and 
also  the  cup  offered  for  best  specimen. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Time  after  time  in  these  columns  has  it  been  impressed 
upon  those  who  havo  the  management  of  the  Sheffield 
Anglers’  Association,  that  its  meetings  should  be  held  in 
a good  central  hall.  For  a time  the  public-houso  was  ( 
abandoned  and  a roomy  hall  ongaged,  and  tho  attend- 
ance showed  that  tho  change  was  justified.  Instead  of 
there  being  a small  elubroom  packed  to  suffocation  with 
about  100  people,  there  was  a spacious  roonnn  which 
over  1000  anglers  were  comfortably  seated.  There  was 
a good  platform,  tho  chairman  could  see  overyone,  and 
rule  the  meeting,  and  the  speakers  could  be  seen  and 
heard.  Ono  would  havo  thought  that  the  immense 
increase  in  tho  attendance  would  have  ensurod 
a continuance  of  the  innovation,  but  tho  powors 
that  be— or  shall  I say  a majority  of  them— seem 


adverse  to  such  a thing.  Tho  quarterly  meeting  next 
Wednesday  is  summoned  for  tho  public-house— I say 
nothing  against  its  respectability,  but  urge  its  incon- 
converiicnce — and  only  a very  limited  number  of  mem- 
bers can  bo  present.  The  weather  of  last  week  proved 
too  good  to  last,  and  tho  change  has  resulted  in  sport 
being  only  of  a moderate  character,  though  here  and 
there  it  has  been  relieved  by  one  or  two  good  fish. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  water  is  in  good  condition,  and  good  all-round 
sport  has  been  obtainable.  Chub,  roach,  and  dace  have 
been  feeding  well.  Uffington,  Empstrey,  Atcham,  and 
other  favourite  spots  have  boon  well  fished.  A visit  to 
Hawkestone  Lake  at  tho  present  time  will  be  well 
rewarded.  There  are  some  leviathan  pike  in  its  depths, 
as  well  as  an  abundance  of  bream,  perch,  and  other 
coarse  fish.  The  Shropshire  Association  intend  to  leave 
no  stone  unturned  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  the 
poacher,  as  well  as  to  put  a stop  to  malpractices  of  the 
more  unsportsmanlike  of  the  anglers  themselves.  The 
unsatisfactory  state  of  the  trout  fishing  this  season  calls 
for  united  attention  on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  One 
or  two  convictions  will  have  a very  wholesome  effect, 
and  several  cases  are  now  occupying  the  attention  of 
the  authorities.  At  Wellington  (Salop)  Petty  Sessions 
last  week,  Thomas  Rogers  and  William  Rogers  were 
summoned  for  using  a bush  net  while  fishing,  contrary 
to  the  bye-laws  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  Mr. 
Williams  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Carrane  defended  William 
Rogers.  Mr.  Williams  applied  to  have  the  summons 
amended,  and,  instead  of  the  words  “contrary  to  the 
bye-laws,”  the  words  “ contrary  to  the  statute  ” might 
be  inserted.  Mr.  Carrane  opposed  the  alteration,  and  the 
Bench  upheld  the  objection.  The  cases  were  adjourned 
for  a fortnight,  and  10s.  expenses  were  allowed  William 
Rogers.  At  Church  Stretton  Petty  Sessions,  Richard 
Webster  and  Benjamin  James  were  charged  with  laying 
night  lines  for  trout,  contrary  to  the  bye-laws.  Police- 
constable  Madeley  stated  that  he  saw  the  two  defendants 
taking  up  night  lines  in  the  River  Corve,  Shipton 
Parish.  James  carried  a number  of  lines ; Webster 
took  the  lines  up.  Two  trout  and  one  eel  were  caught 
by  the  lines.  Defendants  having  done  this  quite  under 
a misunderstanding  in  ignorance  of  the  law,  they  were 
let  off  by  paying  costs.  At  Market  Drayton  court, 
Enoch  Duckers  was  charged  with  the  above  offence  on 
Aug.  23,  in  water  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson. 
Alfred  Masters  and  B.  Bruckstraw  proved  the  case,  and 
defendant  was  fined  10s.  and  costs. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Severn  and  Teme  are  again  in  fair  condition  for 
angling.  In  the  early  part  of  last  week  the  water  was 
very  thick  and  almost  unfishable,  and  very  little  fishing 
was  done,  and  that  principally  among  the  roach  with 
creed  wheat  and  paste.  Among  the  game  fish  sport  has 
been  almost  nil.  The  North  Worcester  Angling  Society 
had  their  first  contest  on  the  Avon,  but  no  fish  of  the 
required  weight  was  taken  by  either  of  the  contestants, 
and  the  prizes  will  again  have  to  be  fished  for.  The 
competition  for  the  15-guinea  challenge  cup  came  off  at 
Shelsley  Walsh,  in  the  Teme.  After  an  excellent 
luncheon,  provided  by  Mr.  C.  Wall,  every  basket  was 
examined,  and  the  contestants  commenced  the  fray. 
Unfortunately,  for  private  reasons,  two  of  the  clubs 
refused  to  compete,  the  contest  was  really  between  the 
Worcester  City  Club  and  the  St.  John’s  Amateur 
Anglers,  both  teams  being  very  strong,  and,  despite  the 
coloured  condition  of  the  water,  sport  was  exceedingly 
good,  the  St.  John’s  Club  winning  by  51b.  12oz.,  no  fish 
under  4oz.  being  weighable.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  competitors  and  their  takes:  St.  John’s 
Club  — L.  Higgs,  51b.  3Joz.  ■ E.  Salter,  41b.  7£oz.  ; J. 
Stokes,  lib.  8oz.  ; Thrift,  51b.  13|oz.  ; White,  111b.  4)oz. 
Worcester  City  Club— Avery,  61b.  12oz.  ; W.  Bridges, 
21b.  2oz.  ; C.  Wall,  51b.  lljoz.  ; A.  W.  Warner, 
51b.  7oz. ; F.  Welden,  21b.  8|oz.  The  fish  were  weighed 
by  the  District  Hon.  Sec.,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A good  catch  of  mixed  fish  has  been  had  in  the  Swale 
in  the  vicinity  of  Catton,  near  Thirsk,  by  Messrs. 
William  Burton  and  John  Bell  of  that  town.  They  had 
panniers  containing  nearly  201b.  of  roach,  perch,  chub, 
and  dace,  all  in  very  nice  condition.  Wasp  grub  and 
maggot  proved  the  most  deadly  bait.  Whilst  speaking 
of  the  Swale,  I am  reminded  that  a Leeds  angler  named 
William  Hall  has  been  prosecuted  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  for  fishing  in  the  stream  without  a 
licence,  and  fined  the  substantial  sum  of  37s.  fid. 
including  costs.  In  the  Derwent  and  Ouse  some 
moderate  sport  has  been  ha  I by  York  gentlemen,  but 
there  is  little  or  nothing  worth  recording. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  improved  on  the  majority  of 
waters  still  open  for  angling.  On  the  Lee  some  large 
fresh-run  salmon  havo  been  had,  and  the  trouting  on 
this  water  has  been  very  good  in  the  late  evenings.  The 
Blackwater  has  fished  well  on  a couple  of  days.  On  the 
West  Cork  rivers  trouting  has  beon  very  good,  and 
several  fish  weighing  from  41b.  to  61b.  havo  been  had 
daily.  The  sea  fishing  is  first-class  at  present  all  round 
tho  coast. 

KERRY.— Sport  has  been  slack  on  tho  majority  of 
tho  free  waters,  but  on  the  private  or  preserved  waters 
it  has  been  well  up  to  tho  average.  On  Watorville  lake 
the  sea  trout  fishing  is  improving  a bit,  but  the  salmon 
angling  on  this  wator  is  still  poor.  On  tho  upper  lakes 
in  the  Watorville  district  good  baskets  of  white  and 
brown  trout  havo  been  had  last  woek  by  anglers  out 
from  the  different  hotols.  Tho  Inny  has  boon  running 
very  low,  and  little  or  no  sport  has  boon  had  on  it. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

E.  Woodcliffe. — The  attendant  (of  whom  you  take 
the  ticket)  will  tell  you  the  best  spots.  Nothing  very 
grand  there— roach,  perch,  and  carp  are  the  fish  to  be 
caught. 

V.  F.  Feeny.  — At  Garratt  Park  (nearest  station 
Wandsworth,  S.W.R  ) fishing  for  roach,  jack,  and  perch 
may  be  obtained  on  payment  of  Is,  per  day.  Other 
portions  of  the  river  are  preserved  for  trout  fishing. 

A Competitor. — Your  name  and  address  should 
accompany  all  letters  addressed  to  the  editor.  Mr 
B.  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  is 
the  secretary,  and  would,  no  doubt,  gladly  give  you  all 
the  information  you  require. 


Cormpmtimtte 

l We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

THAT  68lb.  NORWEGIAN  SALMON. 

Sir, — Will  Mr.  Hardy,  who  sent  you  the  account  of 
the  “ 681b.  salmon  caught  with  fly,”  kindly  answer  the 
following  queries  : 

1.  Was  the  weight  in  kilos,  or  in  Norwegian  pounds, 
or  in  English  pounds  ? 

2.  What  was  the  year  and  date  of  capture? — Yours 

truly,  S.  Salar. 

WEEDS  IN  A LAKE. 

Sir, — I would  be  much  obliged  if  any  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  could  inform  me  of  a reliable  means  by 
which  weeds  in  a lake  may  be  checked.  Five  months 
ago  all  the  water  was  run  off  from  the  lake  at  home, 
the  mud  and  weeds  bodily  removed,  and  the  bottom 
strewn  with  gravel.  The  said  lake  now  is  as  bad — or 
nearly  as  bad  as  before. 

Swans  I have  been  told  are  an  effectual  remedy,  but 
do  they  not  commit  great  havoc  in  the  spawning  time  ? 
— I am,  yours  sincerely,  Inverurie. 

85,  Rue  de  Chantiers,  Versailles,  France. 

[We  fear  that  Lord  Inverurie  will  find  swans  of  little 
use  and  great  spawn  destroyers.  Our  experience  is  that 
nothing  but  cutting  regularly,  just  as  weeds  in  a trout 
stream  are  cut,  is  of  much  use. — Ed  ] 


IS  THE  SEA  TROUT  A HYBRID? 

Dear  Sir, — I notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the 
1st  inst.  your  editorial  note  re  sewin  and  peal.  I believe 
the  peal  of  the  West  of  England  to  be  a grilse  or  young 
salmon,  but  the  sewin  of  the  Welsh  rivers  is  identical 
with  the  sea  trout  of  Scotland  and  white  trout  caught 
in  Ireland.  Welsh  people  maintain  the  sewin  to  be  a 
distinct  species,  and  only  to  be  found  in  Welsh  rivers ; 
but  I am  perfectly  certain  the  sewin  is  the  local  name 
for  the  sea  trout.— Yours  faithfully,  Wm.  Thomas. 


“ PISCATfDR’S  PARADISE.” 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  there  is  at  present  for  sale  a magnificent 
lake  near  Lucerne  (Switzerland),  with  grounds  for  villa 
and  garden.  The  water  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  &c. 
A perfect  paradise  for  piscators.— I am,  dear  sir,  yours 
truly,  A.  J.  V.  H. 

FISHING  IN  ANGLESEA. 

Sir, — It  occurs  to  me  that  some  of  jour  many  readers 
must  be  acquainted  with  Anglesea,  and  would  perhaps 
not  mind  assisting  me,  through  the  medium  of  your 
valuable  paper,  by  giving  me  the  required  information. 

I have  lately  been  staying  at  Rhosnegie,  where  there 
is  excellent  trout  fishir  g,  capital  mixed  shooting,  good 
sea  fishing,  and  (above  all)  a sublime  air  and  prettv 
village. 

I was  so  charmed  with  the  place  that  I tried  to  get  a 
small  house,  with  about  an  acre  of  garden,  outhouses, 
&c.,  but  found  such  a thing  did  not  exist,  and  so  I bad 
reluctantly  to  give  up  the  idea  of  this  charming  little 
spot. 

Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  any  other  part  of 
Anglesea,  or  the  Welsh  coast,  where  I could  find  such 
a house  for  a permanency,  with  good  fishing  and  shooting 
near  at  hand  ? — Yours  truly,  H. 


ARE  GROSS  WEIGHT  COMPETITIONS  DETRI- 
MENTAL TO  OUR  SPORT? 

Sir, — With  the  steady  and  continuous  increase  of 
London  angling  clubs,  it  behoves  all  who  have  the 
interest  of  the  sport  at  heart  to  consider  and  carefully 
weigh  up  all  matters  appertaining  to  this  development 
and  its  subsequent  effect  upon  our  public  waters.  Let 
the  anglers  increase  in  numbers  by  all  means,  provided 
j they  be  collectively  imbued  with  a spirit  which  redounds 
i ' credit  to  them  as  thorough  sportsmen.  On  the  other 
; hand,  let  the  clubs  and  associations  combine  and  work 
together  on  one  common  ground,  and  stamp  out  every- 
thing which  tends  to  demoralise  or  lower  the  tone  of 
) angling  as  a healthful  sport  and  pastime.  Heads  of 
I associations  and  prominent  anglers  in  London  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  public  waters  are  being 
greatly  over-fished,  and  that  something  definite  and 
substantial  must  be  done,  and  quickly,  or  the  rapidly 
increasing  drain  upon  them  will  in  a few  years’  time  so 
reduce  the  stock  of  fish  that  angling  in  them  will  not  be 
worth  the  candle. 

A preservation  scheme  was  started  in  1892,  and  a 
1 collection  produced  .£78  odd,  but  last  year  the  dona- 
tions fell  over  £10  short  of  that  amount.  In  the  first 
I place  it  was  anticipated  the  second  year’s  subscrip- 
tions would  surely  reach  £100,  and  that  sum  should 
not  only  have  been  reached,  but  every  year  gradually 
but  surely  increased.  To  properly  stock  and  preserve 
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the  publio  rivers  patronised  by  London  anglers 
would  require  a yearly  outlay  of  £300  to  £500, 
and  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  collecting 
that  amount,  seeing  that  one  shilling  from  each  of  the 
7000  affiliated  clubmen  would  produce  £350.  Well,  we 
shall  see  what  the  fund  amounts  to  for  this  year,  as  the 
present  is  the  week  set  apart  for  its  collection.  In  the 
meantime  would  it  not  be  well  to  consider  other  ways 
and  means  of  preservation  apart  from  the  annual  col- 
lection. and  particularly  to  sec  if  the  club  members  are 
not  individually  and  collectively  responsible  for  the 
excessive  drain  complained  of?  It  must  at  once  be 
admitted  that  excessive  prize  fishing  is  the  sole  cause 
of  the  depletion  of  the  public  waters,  and  that  not 
until  this  be  greatly  curtailed,  will  any  improvement  in 
our  fisheries  be  manifest.  Some  little  inducement  in 
the  shape  of  a prize  is  undoubtedly  necessary  in  order 
to  keep  club  members  together,  but  is  not  the  system  of 
prizes  here,  prizes  there,  and  prizes  everywhere  and  for 
everything  a great  mistake,  and,  instead  of  bringing 
about  a feeling  of  good  fellowship  and  healthy  competi- 
tion, produces  discord,  jealousy,  and  even  enmity  in  the 
club  ranks  ? The  one  great  bane  of  all,  however,  is 
the  fight  for  the  year's  gross  weight  prizes,  and  to 
repeat  the  heading  to  this  letter,  ‘‘Are  gross  weight 
competitions  detrimental  to  our  sport?”  The  answer 
is,  Most  certainly  ; as  this  scramble  for  gross  weight  is 
responsible  for  the  slaughter  of  tons  upon  tons  of 
fish  which  are  only  just  sizeable  according  to  the 
wretchedly  low  standard  in  vogue,  all  of  which  a 
thorough  sportsmen  would  return  to  the  river 
to  increase  in  size  and  multiply.  Here,  then,  are 
the  very  fish,  the  small  ones,  that  the  preservation 
funds  are  required  to  replace.  Private  fishings 
are  not  as  a rule  over-fished,  and  subscription  waters 
are  limited  to  a reasonable  membership  to  prevent  over- 
fishing. Of  course,  it  naturally  follows  that,  as  the 
number  of  anglers  fishing  public  waters  cannot  be 
limited,  some  scheme  dictated  by  wisdom  and  common 
sense  must  be  carried  out  with  a view  to  the  proper 
protection  and  preservation  of  the  fish  therein.  Abolish 
gross  weight  competitions  in  the  clubs,  and  adopt  a more 
sportsmanlike  standard  of  weighable  fish,  and  your  rivers 
will  remain  sufficiently  productive  to  ensure  good  sport. 

Before  closing  I will  give  a few  figures  which  demon- 
strate the  evil  of  gross  weight  prize  fishing  in  the  clubs, 
and  these  only  refer  to  the  captures  of  an  average  of 
three  members  in  each  club  where  yearly  gross  weight 
prizes  are  given.  Say  there  are  220  clubs  giving  gross 
weight  prizes,  and  three  members  in  each  club  only  are 
beating  up  for  gross  weight,  and  their  average  gross  for 
the  season  is  2801b.  of  fish — this  would  give  the  660 
aDglers  a grand  total  of  145,2001b.,  or  1296  cwt.  481b. ; or, 
reduced  to  tons,  64  tons  16  cwt.  481b.  These  figures 
speak  for  themselves. 

Just  fancy  an  angler,  the  gross  weight  pot-hunter, 
taking  two  to  three  hundredweight  of  fish  from  the 
rivers  in  a season,  and  contributing  the  noble  sum  of 
Id.  or  2d.  to  the  restocking  fund  ! The  collection 
last  season  averaged  2d.  for  each  affiliated  club  angler  ; 
but,  as  many  private  persons  gave  from  2s.  fid.  to  £1, 
and  some  of  the  clubs  collected  a better  average  than 
2d.  from  their  members,  or  presented  it  direct  from  club 
funds,  there  must  have  been  hundreds  and  possibly 
thousands  of  anglers  who  gave  nothing  whatever,  not 
even  a single  penny.  These  are  the  class  of  anglers  (sic) 
who  object  to  a rod  tax,  or,  indeed,  to  subscribe  in  any 
shape  or  form  even  for  their  own  pleasure  and  benefit. — 

I am,  sir,  “Anti  Gross  Weight.” 

P.S. — I enclose  my  address. 


FISH  TAKEN  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Sir, — The  following  may  interest  your  readers  : Fish 
caught  in  the  Thames  during  the  week,  as  reported  in 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  1 — 43  pike,  the  largest  named, 
5Jlb. ; 281  barbel  and  1701b.  weight  of  barbel,  the  two 
largest  named,  71b.  and  6Rb. ; 120  bream,  two  largest 
6 Jib.  and  6Db.  ; one  trout,  21b.  ; two  chub,  also  one 
take  of  several,  number  not  mentioned  ; 53  perch,  three 
of  which  weighed  1 Jib.  each,  one  ljlb  ; 179J  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace;  3111b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream; 
20  dozen  gudgeon,  and  five  eels,  one  of  which  weighed 
21b.  9oz.  This  list  does  not  include  fish  taken  by  bank 
anglers,  and  many  from  the  Windsor  district.  Chub 
seem  scaroe.  In  other  words,  2899  fish,  not  including 
1701b.  weight  of  barbel  and  3111b.  of  roach,  dace,  and 
bream.  The  number  taken  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  29, 
1889,  was  3958,  largest  barbel  121b.  and  8 Jib. — a decided 
falling  off  ; but  if  the  above  reports  can  be  relied  upon 
perch  fishing  has  greatly  improved.  Several  barbel 
were  caught  with  paste,  and  a ‘21b.  loz.  roach  at 
Hampton  Court  with  a shrimp. — I am,  &c.,  Mark. 


IS  AMALGAMATION  ADVISABLE  ? 

Dear  Sir, — It  has  been  already  suggested  in  your 
valuable  paper  that  an  amalgamation  of  London  anglers 
in  one  strong  association  is  necessary. 

I believo  that  unless  such  a combination  is  mado,  and 
sufficient  money  subscribed  for  restocking  and  (in  cases 
of  necessity)  defending  the  rights  of  anglers,  thero  will 
in  the  near  future  be  no  fishing  in  any  of  the  waters 
within  twenty  miles  of  London. 

It  is  said  there  are  over  10,000  anglers  in  London.  Let 
the  subscription  to  the  combined  association  be  4s.  (not 
quite  Id.  a week),  and  I am  confident  that  the  gentlemen 
now  managing  the  Anglers’  and  Central  Associations 
could,  if  they  worked  in  unison,  do  wonders  with  an 
income  of  £2000  per  annum. 

Gross  weight  prizes,  I am  glad  to  find,  are  on  the 
decline,  and  will,  I hope,  soon  be  abolished.  It  should 
be  the  love  of  sport  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  beauties 
of  nature  that  take  a man  to  the  water-side,  but  I fear, 
in  many  instances,  the  prize  is  the  sole  attraction,  and 
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suoh  men  retain  every  miserable  fish  that  will  pass 
muster  as  sizeable. 

Voluntary  subscriptions  for  restocking  and  preserva- 
tion purposes  cannot  meet  exigencies.  Every  angler 
must  contribute  a yearly  sum,  and  the  poorest  among 
us,  to  whom  a penny  a week  may  be  an  object,  would 
rather  give  up  a glass  of  beer  or  pipe  of  tobaoco  than 
lose  his  sport. — I remain,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

“Senex.” 

A RECORD  BLE&.K. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  inform  me  what  is  the  record  size  for  bleak.  I 
having  caught  one  measuring  9in.,  I am  told  it  is  nearly 
if  not  the  best  specimen  known.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation, — I am,  yours  very  obediently,  J.  G.  Dyer. 


A GOOD  CATCH  AT  ST.  NEOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  Tuesday  following  last  Bank 
Holiday  (Aug.  7)  Mr.  Nash  was  on  his  landing  stage 
here,  stooping  down  to  talk  to  me,  when  his  watch, 
which  had  no  guard,  slipped  out  of  his  pocket  into  the 
water.  Several  attempts  were  afterwards  made  to 
recover  it  by  diving,  but  without  success.  On  Satur- 
day last  the  water  was  drawn  off  for  repairs  at  the 
Paper  Mills  when  I found  the  watch,  which,  after 
twenty-five  days’  submersion,  was  of  course  coated 
with  mud  and  discoloured,  but  after  cleaning  the  out- 
side and  opening  it,  was  wound  up  and  went  as  well  as 
ever,  apparently  none  the  worse  for  its  ducking.  On 
the  same  day  his  daughter  lost  a ring  near  the  same 
spot,  and  five  minutes  after  I got  the  watch,  his  boat- 
man had  the  ring.  I think  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
this  is  a record. — Yours  truly,  A.  Scard. 


SPORT  AT  BARFORD  BRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  seen  inquiries  in  your  columns  as 
to  the  fishing  accommodation  to  be  had  at  Blunham, 
and  it  may  be  of  service  to  your  readers  to  know  that 
anglers  receive  every  attention  at  the  Old  Horse  Shoes, 
where,  together  with  a friend,  I have  just  spent  a very 
pleasant  fortnight.  The  charges  are  extremely  moderate, 
the  cooking  excellent,  and  the  rooms  comfortable. 

Mr.  Danes,  the  landlord,  gives  his  visitors  leave  to 
fish  a large  piece  of  water  from  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ouse,  beginning  at  Barford  Bridge,  which  is  little  more 
than  a mile  from  Blunham.  He  also  has  fishing  on  the 
Ivel,  close  to  the  inn,  but  this  is  of  little  use  on 
account  of  the  multitudes  of  weeds.  Good  roach  fish- 
ing may  sometimes  be  had  at  Blunham  Mill  (about  eight 
minutes’  walk)  for  Is.  per  day,  and  this  is  a favourable 
place  for  fly  fishing  for  dace. 

The  fishing  from  the  left  bank  of  the  Ouse  for  some 
way  above  and  below  Barford  Bridge  belongs  to  Mr. 
King,  of  Roxton,  who  grants  shilling  day  tickets, 
making  considerable  reduction  for  weekly  or  fortnightly 
tickets.  Here  I have  caught  some  fine  chub  with  a 
large  Zulu  or  Black  Palmer.  But  the  best  day’s  fishing 
in  this  neighbourhood  may  be  had  by  paying  Is.  to  Mr. 
Martin  George,  of  the  Anchor,  Tempsford,  les3  than 
two  miles  from  Blunham.  The  roach  here  run  large, 
and  have  lately  been  feeding  well  in  the  evening,  the 
best  swim  being  off  the  stand,  and  the  best  bait  boiled 
wheat.  Anyone  who  does  not  care  for  walking  can 
drive  to  the  various  places  around,  and  I can  say  from 
personal  experience  that  it  is  a pleasure  to  sit  behind 
Mr.  Davis’s  horses. 

I am  sure  that  any  angler  who  may  make  the  Old 
Horse  Shoes  his  headquarters  will  not  be  disappointed, 
though,  as  in  other  places,  he  may  find  the  fish  off  the 
feed. — I am,  &c.,  _____  H.  D. 

THE  NEED  OF  THE  LANDING  NET. 

Sir, — In  an  article  on  roach  fishing  in  last  week’s 
Gazette,  “ Nemo  ” writes  that  a landing  net  is  handy  to 
prevent  “ the  strain  on  the  gut  consequent  on  lifting  ohe 
roach  into  the  boat  on  it,”  and  that  “ a chub  of  21b.  or  31b. 
cannot  be  easily  landed  without  a net.”  As  “ the  finest 
drawn  gut  ” (4x,  I believe)  is  referred  to,  I should  think 
a net  absolutely  indispensable,  and  should  be  glad  to 
know  if  the  feat  of  bodily  lifting  a flopping  21b.  roach  or 
chub  could  ever  be  accomplished  on  such  gossamer  tackle. 

Adverting  to  “ C.  D.  L.  ’s  ” letter  anent  sea  trout,  I should 
like  to  say  that  in  my  country — Ireland — they  are  never 
called  “peal.”  They  are  named  “ white  trout.”  In  the 
South  of  England  “ peal  ” is  their  general  designation. 
In  Ireland  that  word  is  only  applied  to  salar  up  to  61b.  or 
so.  That  they  are  a distinct  species  is  unquestionable. — • 

I am,  to.,  Black  Hackle. 

SOME  NOTES  ON  THAMES  AND  TRENT 
BARBELLING. 

Sir, — Last  week,  under  the  above  heading,  “ M.  A.” 
wrote  at  considerable  length.  Glowing  descriptions  of 
certain  waters  on  the  Lower  Trent  may  read  well,  but 
has  over  “ M.  A.”  fished  any  of  the  reaches  above 
Nottingham  ? Comparing  the  two  styles— Thames  and 
Trent — he  says  : “ It  goes  without  saying,  that  a worm 
in  a run  down  of  say  twenty  or  thirty  yards,  must 
stand  a better  chance  of  catching  the  eye  of  a barbel 
than  when  the  said  worm  is  anchored  to  the  spot  and 
the  barbel  must  come  to  that  spot  to  fiud  it,  for  if  ho 
does  not,  it  is  a sheer  waste  of  time.”  Every  Trent 
angler  is  aware  of  this,  but  has  “ M.  A.”  fished  the 
Trent  in  recent  years,  and  if  he  has  I should  like  to 
know  where  ? I rarely  fish  for  anything  in  the  summer 
and  autumn  excepting  for  barbel,  and  I entertain  a very 
strong  opinion  as  to  the  failure  of  the  fish  to  feed 
this  season.  Sport,  indeed,  has  been  most  indifferent 
since  the  Jubilee  summer.  Most  of  the  swims  above 
Nottingham  and  right  up  to  the  Dove  are  choked  with 
“ flannel  ” weed,  and  his  general  statement  as  to 
obtaining  clear  runs  of  thirty  yards  or  more  is  not 
correct. — Yours,  &c.,  Henry  Coxon. 
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WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


Tim  following'  moaHuromontH  havo  boon  takon  from 
the  oolleotion  of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society, 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maidon-lano,  Strand.  TIuh  club 
wan  established  in  1805,  and  ban  taken  many  gold  and 
Hilvor  Exhibition  Medals  for  preserved  specimen  fish. 
Those  enumerated  below  are  but  part  of  tho  collection, 
as  several  of  the  members  have  cases  at  home.  Among 
tho  really  fino  Bpecimnns  may  ho  noted  a barbel  of 
101b.,  whioh  measures  2ft.  din.,  and  was  in  fine  condition 
when  caught  ; a caso  of  five  roach  from  Tring  Reservoir, 
and  a beautifully-shaped  dace  from  tho  Sussex  Bother, 
measuring  llijin.  and  weighing  ISJoz. 


Measure- 

ment. 

13Jin. 

13in. 

12fin. 

12in. 

30in. 

21iin. 

18|in. 

27in. 

J5iin. 

12iin. 

261,in. 

32|in. 

19iin. 

23in. 

20in. 

29in. 

25iin. 

14in. 

14in. 

12fin. 

12Jin. 

13|in. 

11 jin. 

12|in. 

17in. 

13in. 

lli-in. 

lOsin. 


16in. 
15^in. 
15in. 

14  jin. 
14in. 
14in. 
13|in. 
13iin. 

* Very  short,  stumpy  fish  taken  over  twenty  years  ago. 


Species. 

Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Tenoh 

Thames 

1 15 

Tenoh 

Do 

1 12 

Tench 

Do. 

1 11 

Tench 

Do 

1 10 

Pike 

Do 

6 0 

Carp 

Colne  

8 14 

Bream 

Thames 

4 H 

Barbel 

Do 

10  0 

Roach 

Arun 

1 15 

Roaoh 

Thames 

1 10 

Pike 

6 0 

Pike 

11  9* 

Bream 

Wey 

5 8 

Carp 

Arun 

8 1 

Chub 

Pike  (fema 

le) 

4 7 

heavy  in  spawn 

Colne 

9 13 

Barbel 

Thames 

6 3 

Peroh 

Thames 

2 8 

Rudd 

Ouse  

2 2 

Roaoh 

1 7 

Roach 

1 5 

Perch 

Thames  ... 

1 15 

Dace 

Sussex  Rother  ... 

0 13, j 

Roach 

Ouse  

1 6 

Bream 

Arun  

3 7! 

Bream 

Do 

1 8 

Bream 

Do 

0 14J 

Roach 

Do 

0 12| 

Bream*  ... 

Walton  Sale  on 

Thames 

2 12 

Bream*  . . . 

Do. 

2 8 

Bream*  ... 

Do. 

2 6 

Roach 

Tring  Reservoir.. 

2 0 

Roach 

Do. 

1 14 

Roach 

Do. 

1 13! 

Roach 

Do. 

1 121 

Roach 

Do. 

1 11 

Dear  Sir, — I have  examined  with  some  interest  the 
tables  published  in  your  last  impression  of  the  weights 
and  lengths  of  different  fish,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
many  of  them  must  be  wrong,  the  weights  being  too 
high  for  the  lengths.  I enclose  a cutting  (I  do  not  know 
where  from),  which  I found  some  years  ago  in  an  old 
fishing  case,  and,  from  my  own  experience,  I certainly 
consider  the  weights  given  in  the  table  are  very  near 
the  mark  indeed  for  fish  in  good  condition,  and  you  will 
see  they  differ  very  much  in  most  cases  from  the  tables 
you  publish,  the  weight  according  to  length  being 
invariably  less. 

Here  are  the  true  weights  and  lengths  of  four  fish  in 
the  room  where  I am  now  writing,  all  caught  in  the 
Ouse  just  by  here  : 


Species. 

Pike 

Chub 

Chub 

Perch 


Weight. 

Length  to  mit 

lb.  oz. 

of  tail. 

12  0 ... 

34jin. 

6 2 ... 

22!in. 

5 0 ... 

21in. 

2 8 ... 

15|in. 

The  perch  comes  out  heavier  than  the  table,  but  it  lost 
nearly  an  inch  in  stuffing.  When  caught  in  July  it 
measured  16j  inches.  I measured  and  weighed  two 
bream  that  were  caught  here  in  August  as  follows  : 


Species.  height-  Length. 

Bream  ...  5 2 24in. 

Bream  4 0 22in. 


This  is  very  different  from  the  weights  in  the  Gazette. 
I may  say,  however,  that  the  bream  were  measured  to  the 
tips  of  the  tails.  William  Nash,  St.  Neots. 


Dear  Sir, — We  send  you  herewith  particulars  of 
a fine  perch,  which  has  just  been  sent  to  us  for  pre- 
servation and  mounting.  It  is  the  largest  which  has 
been  taken  from  the  Thames  at  Hampton  for  sometime, 
and  was  caught  by  Mr.  Steer,  of  Lion  Houso,  Hampton, 
while  fishing  from  a punt  off  Platt’s  Eyot.  Weight, 
21b.  3oz. ; length,  14Jin.  ; girth  at  shoulders,  lOjin.  ; 
girth  at  centre  of  fish,  9£in.  Date,  Sept.  3 (Monday). 

We  may  mention  that  the  fish  was  landed  under 
difficulties,  the  angler  boing  harassed  by  some  unruly 
lads  on  the  Surrey  side  of  the  river,  who  were  throwing 
stones  at  the  punt  while  he  was  playing  the  fish. 

vVe  have  also  had  sent  to  us  for  preservation  a father- 
lasher  (Cottus  scorpius),  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Poupart  at 
Ramsgate. 

According  to  Couch,  this  fish  usually  attains  a length 
of  Sin.,  in  which  case  the  ono  wo  have  is  a very  fine 
example,  as  its  length  is  7jjin.  (centre  of  tail)  ; girth  at 
shoulders,  5in. 

Tho  stomach  contained  two  half  digostod  shrimps. — 
Wo  are,  doar  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Everahd  Ripley  & Co. 


Dear  Sir,  The  following  are  some  of  tho  specimens 
of  fish  which  help  to  form  the  museum  of  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society,  Neville  Arms  Hotel,  Neville-road,  N. 
Although  our  club  was  formed  less  than  three  years 
ago,  I think  wo  may  fairly  claim  that  for  extremely 
large  sizes  in  various  fish,  and  excellence  of  “ setting- 
up,” we  can  show  uh  fino  specimens  as  most  angling 


societies. 

William 

Penney,  Landlord. 

Species. 

Weight. 

Length. 

Girth. 

Bull  trout  (S.  eriox) 

261b 

40in. 

Trout  {8.  ferox) 

191b 

33in. 

20iin. 

Trout  IS.  fario)  f ... 

9Jlb 

27in.  ... 

Win. 

Trout*  Do. 

51b 

22in. 

...  13Jin. 

Trout*  Do. 

3j’lb 

21Jin.  ... 

Trout*  Do. 

341b 

20  Jin. 

...  12iin. 

Trout*  Do. 

3Jlb 

20in. 

13in. 

Trout*  Do. 

31b 

19in. 

13in. 

Trout*  Do. 

241b 

18Jin.  ... 

..  12iin. 

Grayling* 

3|lb 

20Jin.  ... 

...  12iin. 

Pike 

371b.  . . 

46!in.  ... 

Pike 

361b 

45Jin.  .. 

...  25  Jin. 

Pike 

311b 

43in. 

24in. 

Pike 

271b 

41Jin.  ... 

...  23Jin. 

Pike 

23Jlb 

39in.  ... 

...  21in. 

Pike 

231b 

39in. 

Pike  t 

10 J lb 

31in.  ... 

...  18in. 

Perch 

Sjslb 

16£in.  ... 

Perch 

3;  lb 

lGin. 

...  13,iin. 

Perch  

31b 

16in. 

...  13in. 

Perch 

2jlb 

15in.  ... 

...  13in. 

Perch 

2jlb 

14!in.  ... 

12in. 

Perch  

2jlb 

13Jin.  ... 

...  12iin. 

Perch  

21b 

13in.  ... 

Perch  (P.  labrax)  * 

13  Jib 

32*,  in.  ... 

...  18iin. 

Carp 

101b 

24in. 

Roach 

21b 

14  Jin.  ... 

...  13in. 

Roach 

21b 

14Jin.  ... 

Dace  * 

lib 

13  Jin.  ... 

8Jin. 

Roach 

If  lb 

13Jin.  ... 

...  12Jin. 

Dace 

12oz 

Him.  .. 

7in. 

Chub  ... 

51b 

21in. 

Bream  + 

6Mb 

23in. 

...  19in. 

Bream  f 

5ilb 

19in. 

...  17iin. 

Bream  f 

4flb 

18Jin.  ... 

...  17in. 

Tench  J 

3jlb 

19iin.  ... 

...  13in. 

Tench  I 

31b 

18  Jin.  ... 

Tench  I 

31b 

184in.  ... 

...  12iin. 

Barbel  t 

91b 

29iin.  ... 

Barbel  f 

8|lb 

28in. 

...  15Jin. 

The  largest  specimens  in  trout,  pike,  perch,  &c.,  were 
captured  by  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  and  those  marked  * were 
taken  by  him  with  artificial  fly. 
f Caught  by  Mr.  T.  Hunt. 

J Caught  by  Mr.  J.  Guy  ver. 


LOCH  LEVEN  CHAMPIONSHIP 
COMPETITION. 


The  second  great  angling  event  of  the  year  took  place 
on  Loch  Leven  on  Tuesday,  when  all  the  clubs  which 
have  engaged  eight  or  more  boats  at  two  competitions 
during  the  season  were  entitled  to  send  a representative, 
who,  in  most  cases,  were  selected  on  account  of  his 
having  obtained  the  greatest  aggregate  weight  of  fish 
when  his  club  competed  here.  Boats  were  supplied  free 
by  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association.  Thirty-one 
clubs  were  represented,  and,  as  these  had  some 
of  the  best  anglers  in  the  country  forward,  con- 
siderable interest  was  centred  in  the  result. 
The  weather,  unfortunately,  was  most  unfavour- 
able. When  the  competitors  left  the  pier  there 
was  a light,  cold  breeze  from  the  north-west,  which 
veered  several  times  during  the  day.  Bright  sunshine 
prevailed  in  the  forenoon,  the  sky  being  overcast  in  the 
afternoon,  while  several  heavy  showers  fell.  The  total 
capture  was  Bixty-seven  trout,  591b.  13£oz.  The  well- 
known  angler,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  the  Perth  Club,  was 
the  winner  of  the  championship  and  a money  prize  of 
four  guineas  with  a capture  of  eight  trout,  71b.  5oz. 


P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth 

A.  Aitken,  Strathearn  

G.  Hogg,  Wanderers,  Glasgow  

R.  T.  Annan,  Bridge  of  Allan  

J.  F.  Mackie,  Stirling  

W.  M’Pherson,  Glasgow  Clydesdale  ... 
J.  Fortune,  Fifeshire 

G.  W.  M'Creath,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre 

Stenhouse,  Dunfermline 

Graham,  Glasgow  A.  C 

F.  G.  Faed,  Amateur,  Edinburgh ...  ... 

J.  Russell,  St.  Mungo,  Glasgow  

J.  Malcolm,  United,  Glasgow 

P.  Taylor,  Coatbridge  

W.  Trip,  Edina,  Edinburgh  

W.  H.  Gibb,  Waverley,  Edinburgh 

J.  M’Gugan,  Uddingston  Waltonians  ... 
J.  R.  Hamilton,  Walton,  Edinburgh  ... 

H.  Gilmour,  Rowbank,  Paisley  

H.  Allan,  Western,  Glasgow 

W.  Rankino,  Bohemians,  Glasgow 


Trout,  lb.  oz. 
. 8 ...  7 5 

. 4 ...  5 13J 
. 6 ...  5 7 

. 6 ...  4 7 

. 4 ...  4 5J 

. 6.3  13 

. 4 ...  3 6 

. 2 ...  2 13 

. 2 ...  2 7 

. 3 ...  2 5 

. 1 ...  1 14 

. 1 ...  1 11 

. 4 ...  1 9 

. 3 ...  1 7 

. 2 ...  1 6i 

. 2 ...  1 5 

. 1 ...  1 4 

. 2 ...  1 3 

. 1 ...  1 2 

. 1 ...  0 8 

. 1 ...  1 8 


Sweepstakes  were  awarded  for  the  three  next  heaviest 
baskets,  and  for  the  heaviest  trout  caught : — 


Mr.  C.  Hogg,  Wanderers 6 ...  5 7 

Mr.  A.  Aitkon,  Strathearn  (less  one-sixth)  4 ...  5 13! 

Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  Bridge  of  Allan  6 ...  4 7 

Heaviest  trout — Mr.  A.  Aitken  1 ...  3 4 


Tho  following  were  tho  other  clubs  whoso  reprosenta- 
tivesdid  not  report : — Perthshire,  Dundee,  Dundee  West 
End,  Pollokshiolds,  Falkirk,  St.  Androw  (Edinburgh), 
Kinross-shiro,  St.  Mirron  (Paisley),  and  West  of 
Scotland. — Dundee  Advertiser, 


RIVERS  RESTOCKING  AND  PRESERVA- 
TION FUND. 

Sib, — May  I ask  if  you  will  kindly  publish  the  enclosed 
list  of  subscriptions  to  last  year’s  Preservation  Fund,  as 
through  an  unfortunate  slip  in  copying,  some  items  of 
10s.  Cd.  only  appear  as  10s.  in  the  list  printed.  I need 
not  say  the  total  amount  is  in  no  way  affected,  and  the 
figures  in  the  balance-sheet  are  correct  in  every  particu- 
lar. At  the  same  time  let  me  plead  for  renewed  help  in 
making  this  year’s  collection  a suocesB.  In  1892, 
.£79  8s.  9d.  was  got  together,  but  last  year  only 
JC 54  12s.  Gd.  waB  received.  The  object  is  one  that  com- 
mends itself  to  all  anglers,  and  about  which  all  are 
agreed.  If  our  sport  is  to  continue,  our  rivers  must  be 
preserved  and  restocked,  and  to  this  every  penny  of  the 
fund  is  devoted  without  deduction  of  any  kind.  Tho 
thanks  of  anglers  are  due  to  Messrs.  Ghurney  and  Wade, 
and  also  to  the  many  secretaries  of  clubs  and  others  who 
have  worked  with  a will  in  the  good  cause,  and,  I feel 
sure,  will  do  so  again. 

For  the  credit  of  the  craft  in  general,  and  the  anglers 
of  London  in  particular,  let  us  all  do  our  best  to  make 
the  collection  this  year  greater  than  before,  and 
encourage  the  many  workers  who  are  doing  their  utmost 
to  restock,  preserve,  and  protect  our  grand  old  Thames 
and  Lea. — I am,  yours  faithfully, 

T.  Crumplen,  Hon.  Treasurer. 


CONTRIBUTIONS,  1893. 

Anglers’ 

Association. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Brompton 

2 

2 

0 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.. 

0 

10 

0 

Serapis  

1 

14 

6 

Original  Alexandra  ... 

0 

10 

0 

Good  Intent 

1 

13 

0 

Walworth  Waltonians 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Dalston 

0 

10 

0 

South  London 

1 

1 

0 

Wellington 

0 

10 

0 

Hoxton  Brothers  

1 

1 

0 

Amicable  Excelsior  ... 

0 

10 

0 

Bostonians  

i 

i 

0 

Stepney 

0 

10 

0 

Waltonians 

i 

1 

0 

Golden  Barbel 

0 

10 

0 

General  Post  Office... 

i 

i 

0 

Mr.  G.  H.  Wood 

0 

10 

0 

Lady  of  the  Lake  

i 

1 

0 

West  Ham  

0 

6 

0 

Westbourne  Park 

i 

1 

0 

Dr.  Leapingwell 

0 

5 

0 

Junior  Fly  Fishers 

0 

15 

0 

Eastern  Piscatorials... 

0 

5 

0 

Slough  and  Langley... 

0 

10 

6 

Clapham  Junction 

0 

5 

0 

United  Brothers 

0 

10 

6 

Peckham  Brothers 

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Cobden 

0 

5 

0 

Woolwich  Brothers  ... 

0 

10 

6 

Eustonian 

0 

5 

0 

Prince  of  Wales 

0 

10 

6 

North  Lambeth 

0 

5 

0 

Hounsfleld  Otters  

0 

10 

G 

Brunswick  Brothers... 

0 

5 

0 

Western  Piscatorials.. 

0 

10 

6 

Waggoners 

0 

5 

0 

Havelock  

0 10 

6 

Beaufoy 

0 

5 

0 

Crown  and  Buckland... 

0 

10 

G 

Park 

0 

5 

0 

Grange  

0 

10 

6 

Prince  Arthur 

0 

5 

0 

St.  John's  Wood 

0 

10 

6 

Globe 

0 

5 

0 

Sociable  Brothers 

0 

10 

G 

Clapham  Park  

0 

5 

0 

Izaak  Walton 

0 

10 

6 

Perseverance 

0 

5 

0 

North-Eastern  Bros  ... 

0 10 

6 

Antwerp  

0 

4 

0 

Greenwich  

0 

10 

G 

North-Eastern  

0 

4 

0 

Highbury 

0 

10 

6 

Odds  and  Evens 

0 

4 

0 

Copenhagen 

0 

10 

6 

City  of  London  and 

Camden  and  Kentish 

Bising  Sun  

0 

2 

6 

Town 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  C.  S.  Shillingford... 

0 

2 

6 

Enterprise  

0 

10 

6 

General  Gordon 

0 10 

0 

£34 

13 

6 

Central 

Association. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Silver  Trout 

2 

2 

G 

Brothers  Well  Met 

0 

10 

0 

Piscatorials 

2 

2 

0 

Phcenix 

0 

10 

0 

Battersea  Piscatorials 

1 

16 

0 

Bermondsey 

0 

10 

0 

West  London  

1 

1 

0 

Lincoln 

0 10 

0 

Gt.  Northern  Brothers 

1 

1 

0 

Cliftonville 

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  C.  H.  O’Dowd 

1 

I 

0 

Royal  George 

0 

5 

0 

De  Beauvoir 

1 

1 

0 

Amicable  Brothers 

0 

5 

0 

Anglers'  Pride 

1 

1 

0 

Independent 

0 

5 

0 

Amicable  Waltonians 

0 

13 

0 

Pixie  Brothers 

0 

5 

0 

Burton 

0 

12 

6 

North  London 

0 

5 

0 

Battersea  Friendly 

0 

12 

6 

Mitre  Brothers  

0 

5 

0 

Shepherd’s  Bush 

0 

10 

6 

Second  Surrey 

0 

5 

0 

Athenaeum 

0 10 

6 

Camden 

0 

3 

0 

Walham  Green 

0 

10 

6 

Izaak  Walton 

0 

10 

6 

£19 

19 

u 

Anchor  and  Hope  

0 

10 

6 

EPSOM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  above  Society  was  held 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  Sept.  5,  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  in 
the  chair. 

The  President  and  Chairman,  in  a few  fitly  chosen 
words,  stated  they  were  there  to  take  a farewell  leave  of 
their  esteemed  vioe-preBident,  Mr.  C.  M.  Woodford, 
whom  they  all  knew  was  about  to  take  his  departure  for 
the  Solomon  Islands  in  the  Pacific,  lately  annexed  by 
our  country,  and  to  present  him  with  a suitable  testi- 
monial in  testification  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  held  by  all  of  us. 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  Woodford,  and 
read  to  him  an  address,  accompanied  by  the  following 
articles,  white  oane  best  fly  rod,  with  following  inscrip- 
tion on  butt : “ Presented  to  Vice-President  C.  M. 
Woodford,  Esq.,  by  the  Epsom  Angling  Sooiety,  5th 
Sept.,  1894,”  two  fly-fisher’s  reels,  two  double  tapered 
fly  lines,  one  creel  with  lock,  one  “ Eagle”  fly  book,  one 
dozen  fly  casts,  one  “ Facile  ” basket  strap,  one  speoial 
telescope  gaff,  and  landing  net  and  handle.  The  rod 
was  specially  made  to  order,  and  the  other  articles 
supplied  by  J.  R.  Riohardsom,  of  67,  High-street, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 

Mr.  Woodford,  in  responding,  stated  he  should 
highly  prize  tho  gift,  not  so  much  for  its  intrinsic  value 
as  for  tho  spirit  which  prompted  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  (Gresham),  on  behalf  of  himsolf 
and  London  visitors,  exprossod  regret  at  tho  loss 
the  society  was  about  to  sustain,  and  assured  Mr. 
Woodford  ho  was  hold  in  great  estoom  by  all  London 
brethren  who  had  mado  his  acquaintance. 

At  tho  closo  of  tho  mooting  “ Auld  Lang  Syno  ” was 
rendorod  by  all  present,  tho  bostons  (Mrs.  1 >ix ) presiding 
at  the  piano ; aftor  whioh  Mr.  Woodford  shook  hands 
individually  with  all  prosont,  and  bade  thorn  farowoll. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15th,  1894. 


ABOUT  THE  SALMON  FISHERY 
AT  CHRISTCHURCH  AND  OTHER 
MATTERS. 


Br  Mrs.  Arthur  Bell  (N.  D’Anvers). 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Now  that  we  are  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  happy  fishing  grounds  of  the 
Stour  and  the  Avon,  I think  you  may  like  to  have 
a letter  from  me. 

We  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  a beautiful 
old  house  lent  to  us  at  Purewell,*  with  gardens 
sloping  down  to  Stanpit  Marsh,  and  a backwater 
connecting  us  with  the  main  stream  of  the  Stour. 
We  came  here  in  a romantic,  if  somewhat  round- 
about, fashion.  As  you  know,  our  home  is  on  the 
breezy  sunny  upland  called  Southbonrne;  and 
having  sent  our  luggage  by  cart,  we  might  very 
easily  have  walked  the  short  distance,  but  some 
friends  begged  us  to  let  them  bring  us  down  in 
their  boat,  a suggestion  which  so  delighted  the 
children  that  I had  not  the  heart  to  say  no.  So 
we  embarked  all  amongst  the  rushes  just  below 
Tuckton  Bridge  in  a nondescript  craft,  half  jolly- 
boat,  half  coble,  the  very  thing  for  navigating  the 
deep  waters  of  the  estuary  or  the  sea,  but  not 
quite  suited  for  the  pilgrimage  on  which  we  were 

* Named  after  a very  pure  well  of  water,  now  dried  up, 
which  formerly  existed  near. 


bound.  Our  escort,  the  owner  of  the  boat,  told 
us  he  had  often  gone  over  to  the  island  in  her 
and  pottered  about  in  the  waters  of  the  Solent, 
and  that  seemed  an  easy  thing  enough  to  do 
as  we  pushed  out  into  the  main  stream  and  saw 
the  gleaming  cliffs  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  rising  up 
in  the  distance. 

Wc  got  on  very  well  at  first,  swinging  rapidly 
down  past  Wick  Ferry  and  the  entrance  to  the 
Avon,  pausing  only  to  watch  two  beautiful  mute 
swans,  which  suddenly  rose  not  far  from  us  and 
swept  away  northwards,  in  the  direction  of  Herne 
Court,  whence  they  had  probably  come ; their 
yellow  bills  and  the  black  skin  about  their 
heads  gleaming  in  the  vivid  light.  As  we  floated 
on,  however,  and  the  wild  birds  became  numerous, 
we  made  very  little  progress ; we  paused  so 
often  to  watch  the  cormorants  rise,  or  those 
new-comers  to  the  harbour — the  black-headed 
gulls,  and  “there  goes  a wild  duck,  look  how 
straight  he  holds  bis  head  out,  and  in  there, 
among.-t  the  rushes,  is  a sedge  warbler,  is  there 
not  ? ” So  absorbed  were  we  that  we  took  no 
heed  of  the  gathering  clouds  till  an  ominous 
darkness  in  the  west  made  us  all  look  round. 
“There’s  mischief  brewing  over  there,”  cried 
one ; “ and  we’ve  passed  the  turning  to  our  back- 
water,” said  another. 

“There’s  another  entrance  lower  down,”  said 
the  owner  of  the  boat ; but  he  was  wrong,  there 
was  no  second  opening,  and  we  had  to  beat  up 
stream  against  wind  and  tide.  The  opening,  when 
we  came  to  it.  too,  was  disappointing,  for  it  was  so 
narrow  that  it  seemed  impossible  for  us  to  enter 
it.  We  had  a notion  that  the  tide  would  be 
high  enough  to  float  us,  but  we  were  quite 
wrong,  and  we  grounded  just  outside  our  back- 
water in  a pitiless  storm  of  wind  and  rain  and 
hail,  which  burst  upon  us  just  as  we  discovered 
our  error.  Our  escort  showed  no  surprise  or 
emotion.  He  had  put  a kettle  on  to  boil  under  a 
tarpaulin  when  we  first  started,  and  his  first  care 
was  to  protect  that  from  being  swamped.  Mean- 
while we  smothered  the  children  under  wraps, 
and  waited,  bending  our  backs  to  the  storm. 
My  bat,  my  best  one,  was  blown  into  the  river, 
but  I caught  it  again  before  it  sank.  The 
children  and  the  kettle  being  under  shelter,  our 
gentlemen  took  off  shoes  and  stockings,  and 
jumping  into  the  shallow  stream,  dragged  us 
some  little  way  up  the  backwater,  but  it  was  all 
in  vain.  There  was  evidently  no  chance  of  our 
big  craft  getting  anywhere  near  the  landing- 
stage  of  our  new  home.  “ We  must  just 
wait  till  the  storm  is  over  and  then  make  for  the 
Avon,”  said  our  escort,  and  I wrapped  my  bare 
head  in  my  shawl  and  resigned  myself  to  the 
situation.  Meanwhile  the  kettle  rose  to  the 
occasion,  and  boiled  in  spite  of  adverse  circum- 
stances ; the  owner  of  the  boat  made  the  tea  as  he 
stood  in  the  water,  sandwiches  and  biscuits  were 
produced  from  some  secret  nook,  and  without  a 
word  the  unexpected  refreshments  were  handed 
round.  We  ourselves  felt  it  would  be  discourteous 
to  make  any  remarks  on  the  weather  or  the 
scarcity  of  the  water  beneath  us,  when  there 
was  such  a plentiful  supply  above,  so  we  only 
looked  at  each  other  as  we  sipped  the  welcome 
tea  beneath  one  umbrella,  whdst  our  friends  fed 
the  children  under  the  soaking  plaids. 

“The  tide  will  soon  float  us,”  observed  our  host, 
as  he  washed  the  cups  and  saucers  in  the  river, 
but  I need  scarcely  add  that  it  didn’t,  and  when 
at  last  the  rain  ceased  and  the  sun  came  out  we 
were  dragged  back  into  the  main  stream,  our 
escort  sprang  dripping  wet  in'o  the  boat,  and 
we  quickly  came  to  the  mouth  of  the  Avon. 

How  lovely  everything  looked  in  the  sunshine, 
the  reflections  of  the  storm  clouds  on  the  marsh 
contrasting  with  the  patches  of  light,  the  cattle 
standing  out  in  vivid  gleaming  relief.  I think 
the  view  of  the  Priory  Church,  Castle,  and 
meadows  is  finer  just  below  Waterloo  Bridge 
than  anywhere  else.  We  were  very  soon  at  tlie 
steps  of  Avon  Wharf  now.  I put  my  dripping 
hat  on  again,  and  we  all  made  ourselves  as  tidy 
as  we  could  for  our  walk  along  “ Rotten  Row  ” 
(what  a name  for  the  strip  of  narrow  street !)  to 
Purewell.  We  had  only  been  two  hours  on  our 
way  after  all ! 

The  next  morning  we  went  down  through  the 
gardens  to  the  boathouse  toexamine  the  waterways 
we  bad  vainly  tried  to  thread  from  the  other  side. 
We  could  see  the  spot  at  which  we  had  grounded 
just  a few  yards  from  the  landing-place,  but  it 


was  a good  thing  we  had  turned  back  when  we 
did,  for  we  could  never  have  navigated  it 
in  anything  larger  than  a canoe,  and  the  dyke 
leading  from  the  backwater  to  the  boathouse 
would  only  float  a toy  boat.  So  we  decided  to 
moor  our  own  craft  at  Avon  Wharf,  and  to  do 
most  of  our  exploring  on  foot.  And,  oh ! the 
nameless  fascination  of  the  marsh,  a fascination 
which  is  ever  on  the  increase  with  all  who  come 
within  its  spell.  Whether  considered  by  the 
artist  in  its  wider  aspect  as  a far-stretching  Hat 
district  on  which  every  change  of  position, 
however  slight,  reveals  some  fresh  scene  of 
beauty,  or  studied  in  detail  by  the  botanist  or 
the  ornithologist,  its  delights  are  inexhaustible. 
Every  dyke  and  ditch,  every  lonely  pool,  has  a 
luxuriant  flora,  and  they  entice  the  gazer  on  and 
on,  compelling  the  most  practically-minded 
person  to  forget  how  time  is  passing,  and  to  be 
deaf  even  to  the  sound  of  the  dinner  gong. 

“ Its  time  to  go  in,”  I said  again  and  again  to 
my  little  group  ; but  “ Ob,  mother,”  cried  one, 
“ can  you  think  of  eating  when  you  can  see  water- 
lilies  and  find  a sedge  warbler’s  nest,  you  must 
come  back  and  look  at  them.”  “ And,  oh,”  said 
another,  “here  are  ever  so  many  flowers  we 
never  found  at  home,  and  she  held  up  a charm- 
ing nosegay  of  brooklime-speedwell,  comfrey, 
yellow  iris,  thrift,  water  forget-me-nots,  loose- 
strife, ragwort,  &c.  Later  we  tried  to  make  a 
list  of  the  flowers  we  had  found  on  that  first 
day,  but  they  were  almost  too  many  to  be  told. 
And  when  we  wandered  from  the  marsh  to  the 
beach  of  the  estuary,  fresh  treasures  of  another 
kind  met  us  at  every  turn,  for  we  picked  up 
many  sea  and  river  shells  strewn  about  near  the 
lobster  pots,  whilst  here  a tern  and  there  a 
peewit  would  rise  up  almost  at  our  feet,  the 
latter  uttering  her  misleading  cry  of  pee-wit  far 
away  from  where  she  had  left  her  young,  for,  as 
is  well  known,  she  has  generally  five  nests  all 
exactly  alike,  in  only  one  of  which  she  lays  any 
eggs.  The  approach  of  an  intruder  is  the  signal 
for  her  to  leave  her  nestlings  and  settle  down  on 
an  empty  nest,  from  which  she  rises  if  disturbed 
with  every  appearance  of  alarm. 

On  the  second  day  oE  our  stay  here  I went  into 
the  town  to  have  a chat  with  Mr.  Tucker,  one  of 
the  conservators  of  the  rivers,  and  a well-known 
contributor  to  the  Field.  He  gave  me  a vast 
amount  of  information  about  the  Stour  and  Avon, 
and  the  salmon  caught  in  them,  making  me  long 
to  be  present  at  the  landing  of  the  nets  at 
Mudeford.  He  showed  me  a book  in  which  a 
record  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of  salmon 
caught  in  the  public  waters  since  1860,  with  their 
average  weighG,  a copy  of  which  I will  add  here 
for  the  benefit  of  those  of  your  readers  who  may 
not  have  seen  it  elsewhere  : 


Year. 

Number 
of  fish. 

Average 

weight. 

lb. 

Year. 

Number 
of  fish. 

Average 

weight. 

lb. 

1860 

...  40  . 

— 

1877 

...  339  . 

151 

1861 

...  70 

— 

1878 

...  318  . 

16.f 

1862 

80 

— 

1879 

...  371  . 

154 

1863 

...  360  . 

— 

1880 

664 

16 

1864 

...  330 

— 

1881 

...  661  . 

154 

1865 

...  430  . 

14 

1882 

. . 842  . 

134 

1866 

...  460  . 

. Ilf 

1883 

1435  . 

15 

1867 

317 

. 121 

1884 

...  1072  . 

16 

1868 

...  75  . 

. 94 
• 94 

1885 

...  761 

154 

1869 

. 652  . 

1836 

1443 

16 

1870 

. . . 873  . 

. 12‘( 

1887 

...  840  . 

16 

1871 

...  549  . 

. 12  i 

1888 

...  619  . 

16 

1872 

...  364  . 

. 12 

1889 

...  560  . 

16 

1873 

...  314 

. 12 

1890 

...  700  . 

16 

1874 

. 265 

13£ 

1891 

...  640  . 

16 

1875 

. 265 

13-4 

1892 

...  876  . 

16 

1876 

431 

13* 

1893 

...  1443  . 

16 

The  reason  for  the  great  increase  in  the  takes 
in  1883,  1884,  and  1886  no  one  seems  to  know. 
I asked  Mr.  Tucker  if  he  could  explain  it,  and  he 
said,  “ Oh,  that  would  take  a cleverer  man  than 
I.” 

1894,  about  500;  average  weight,  181b.  Amongst 
these  were  fish  weighing  411b.,  401b.,  391b.  and 
381b.  Some  of  them  had  been  marked  as  they 
were  dropping  down  the  River  Avon  from  the 
spawning  beds,  and  when  caught  as  clean  fish  in 
the  estuary  had  greatly  increased  in  weight. 

Mr.  Tucker  tolds  me  that  the  run,  or  the 
channel  through  which  the  united  waters  of  the 
Stour  and  Avon  pour  into  the  sea.  is  now  but  half 
a mile  long,  though  in  the  Blue  Book  of  1874  its 
length  is  estimated  as  one  mile.  It  is  still  as  it 
was  then,  from  seventy  to  eighty  yards  wide,  and 
the  fishermen  have  altogether  about  250  yards  of 
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Bulling  ground.  Nets  aro  mod  at  the  mouth  of 
tho  harbour,  which  in  opposito  tho quay  at  Haven, 
and  tho  bringing  in  of  tho  sulmon  is  among  the 
most  picturesque  of  tho  many  beautiful  sights  in 
this  favoured  district.  Tho  estuary  fishing 
begins  in  February  and  ends  on  July  HI.  Heavy 
fish  aro  often  caught  as  far  up  tho  Avon  as  Ring- 
wood  and  Sopley,  but  I can  write  better  about 
tho  upper  waters  from  homo.  Ono  cause  of  the 
superior  taste  of  tho  Christchurch  salmon  is  said 
to  bo  t ho  fact  that  they  feed  largely  on  the  prawns 
and  shrimps  congregating  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  another  that  thoy  arc  caught  in  salt 
water.  The  large  fish  have  all  passed  now 
(June  20),  but  I was  so  very  anxious  to  see  the 
big  fellows  brought  in  that  when  an  invitation 
came  to  go  to  tea  at  Mudcford  with  some  friends 
a day  or  two  ago,  I persuaded  my  husband  to 
row  us  all  down  to  the  Haven  in  spite  of  the  stiff 
breeze  blowing  and  the  lowness  of  the  tide.  He 
said  we  should  be  wiser  to  go  by  the  road,  but  I 
had  an  idee  fixe  that  we  should  see  every- 
thing better  from  a boat,  and  if  I had  known 
the  course  of  the  river  properly,  I think 
I should  have  been  right.  As  it  was,  our  trip 
was  very  much  a repetition  of  our  voyage  here. 
Accustomed  to  steering  on  the  Thames  or  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Stour,  I find  I have  a great 
deal  to  learn  before  I can  acquit  myself  credit- 
ably on  the  lower  stream  of  this  very  eccentric 
tidal  river.  I managed  to  avoid  troubles  till 
we  were  a little  below  the  Smugglers’  Ditch, 
where  we  ran  aground  for  the  first  time.  I felt 
keenly  mortified,  but  without  a word  of  reproach, 
and  in  the  midst  of  shouts  of  glee  from  the  chil- 
dren, the  victim  of  my  ignorance  jumped  into 
the  water  and  shoved  us  off'  again.  Meekly  I said, 
as  we  resumed  our  way,  "there  are  stakes 
lower  down  ; now,  just  tell  me  which  side  to  go, 
and  I’ll  take  ever  such  care.” 

“Inside,”  was  soon  shouted  out,  and,  oh,  how 
carefully  I obeyed  ; but,  alas.it  should  have  been 
across,  and  I steered  into  a worse  shallow  than 
ever,  where  we  stuck  hopelessly  fast  for  a 
very  long  time,  our  efforts  to  get  off  being 
watched  by  a party  of  fellow  sufferers  in  a much 
bigger  beat,  who,  we  found  afterwards,  remained 
where  they  were  for  another  three  hours.  Our 
second  “ wreck  ’ was  more  serious  than  the 
first;  weshipped  a great  deal  of  water,  and  my 
husband  was  wet  above  the  knees  before  he  had 
at  last  got  us  off.  Then  he  had  to  spring 
suddenly  in,  for  the  bed  of  the  river  shelved  down 
so  rapidly  that  he  was  all  but  out  of  his  depth, 
with  a treacherously  oozy  bottom  under  his  feet. 
After  this  all  went  well.  I kept  athwart  those 
irritating  stakes,  and  we  put  safely  into  port  just 
in  time  to  see  the  last  nets  were  being  drawn  in, 
so  that  after  all  I saw  all  the  fine  details  of  the 
setting  of  the  tragedy,  although  the  play  itself 
was  nearly  over.  Fourteen  salmon  had  been 
caught,  of  an  average  weight  of  151b.  each,  and 
all  were  rapidly  bought  up  and  carried  off.  Our 
friends  had  been  watching  us  from  the  bank; 
they  had  se.cn  our  danger,  and  longed  to  be  able 
to  hail  us,  but  we  were  too  far  off,  and  too  en- 
grossed in  meeting  the  emergency  in  the  water 
to  have  any  eyes  for  the  shore.  I took  the 
children  home  by  the  road,  leaving  their  father 
to  bring  the  boat  home  with  the  tide.  He 
got  in  very  late,  and  tired  out,  for  the  wind 
had  risen,  and  he  had  had  a sharp  tussle 
with  it.  He  would  rather,  he  told  me,  have 
the  tide  lo  battle  against  than  such  a wind, 
but  the  effects  on  the  river  had  been  very  lovely 
in  the  evening  light,  with  the  banks  of  storm 
clouds  hurrying  up. 

It  dees  indeed  seem  a grievous  pity  that  the 
rivers  here  should  be  abating  the  fate  of  so  many 
other  leautilul  streams  which  are  ignorantly 
looked  upon  as  the  natural  outfall  of  sewage. 

I he  common  sense  dictum  of  the  “sewage  to  the 
land  and  the  rainfall  to  the  t ivers  ” would  appear 
never  to  have  been  heard,  the  sanitary  authorities 
continuing  the  old-fashioned  system  of  delivering 
1 he  raw  sewage  into  the  rivers,  proving  that  the 
Itiver  Pollution  Prevention  Act  is  at  present  a 
complete  dead  letter.  Anyone  at  all  competent  to 
judge  must  view  with  dismay  the  all  too  probable 
results  in  the  near  future  of  this  bhort- sighted 
policy,  with  a population  rapidly  increasing  on 
every  side.  Erelong  the  old-established  salmon 
families  will  flee,  as  have  many  of  the  county 
magnates  before  the  advancing  rush  of  now- 
c orners.  There  is  no  doubt  that  tho  noble  salmon 


objects  very  strongly  to  town  sewage  being 
turned  into  his  waters.  His  scent  is  keen;  he 
will,  ere  long,  discern  the  change  taking  place  in 
his  familiar  haunts,  and  will  eventually  be 
deterred,  as  he  was  on  the  Thames,  from  entering 
the  river  at  all.  A most  valuable  industry,  giving 
employment  to  many  poor  men  in  Christchurch 
and  Mudeford  will  he  destroyed,  and  those  who 
might  have  warded  oil  the  melancholy  transfor- 
mation of  pure  health-giving  waters  into  hotbeds 
of  disease  will  realise  all  too  late  what  their  mis- 
take lias  been.  Feeling  the  importance  of  the 
question,  however,  some  of  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty in  the  neighbourhood  formed  themselves 
into  a committee  last  summer  to  study  the  whole 
question  of  the  pollution  of  the  Avon  and  Stour, 
and,  thanks  to  this  energetic  action,  a Local 
Government  inquiry  has  been  ordered  to  be  held 
in  Christchurch  to  investigate  the  matter. 

( To  be  continued.) 


IN  WILD  WALES. 


The  village  and  district  of  Sterry,  in  North 
Wales,  is  probably  known  to  few  fishermen 
besides  those  in  tbe  immediate  locality.  It  is 
a pre-eminently  isolated,  and  somewhat  dreary 
district,  inhabitated  by  a scanty  population  of 
small  sheep  farmers,  wno  are  somewhat  given  to 
looking  upon  stranger  Saxons  with  distrust.  The 
lower  part  of  the  valley,  in  which  the  village  is 
situated,  is  green  and  bright,  but,  higher  up,  the 
beathery  hiiis  are  cold  and  barren,  and  for  many 
miles  there  is  no  sign  of  human  habitation  other 
than  a solitary  shepherd's  hut. 

A considerable  portion  of  my  boyhood  and 
early  manhood  had  been  spent  not  far  from  these 
scenes,  and  they  were  therefore  familiar.  They 
seemed  even  stiangely  so  when  I returned,  in  the 
early  summer  of  this  year,  from  a lengthy  absence 
in  different  parts  oi  the  world.  isome  of  the 
old  familiar  faces  had  disappeared  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  nature,  yet  many  survived  who,  in 
former  days,  had  been  my  companions  in  quest  of 
sport  on  these  same  wild  mountains,  and  who 
welcomed  me  back  from  “ the  lands  across  the 
sea  ” with  true  Celtic  cordiality. 

The  farmers  in  the  lowlands  of  Sterry  have 
sheep-walks  in  the  mountain  to  which  their  flocks 
are  taken  up  at  the  beginning  of  summer.  It 
was  when  the  shepherds  were  washing  and  shear- 
ing their  charges  that  1 repaired,  as  in  former 
days,  to  seek  the  wily  trout  in  the  old  familiar 
places,  and  especially  in  a small  tarn  in  which 
1 had  several  times,  but  at  long  intervals  (for  the 
fish  therein  were  uncommonly  shy),  had  excellent 
sport.  As  this  tarn  was  several  miles  from  the 
nearest  dwelling,  and  a good  half-day’s  journey 
from  Sterry,  near  whicn  place  I was  staying, 

I arranged  with  the  shepherds  so  that  I could 
stay  witn  them.  1 bad  accordingly  a mattress 
and  some  rugs  brought  up,  and  took  possession 
of  one  of  the  rooms,  oi  whicb  there  were  several, 
as  the  house  when  built  had  been  destined  for 
other  occupants,  and  was  fairly  commodious.  I 
also  took  up  a good  supply  of  provisions,  but  no 
luxuries,  as  I should  have  to  do  all  the  cooking 
myself.  However,  as  I had  roughed  it  for  years 
in  camps  in  foreign  lands,  1 was  well  up  to  all 
that  kiud  of  thing. 

Within  convenient  distance  of  the  Coslan,  as 
the  place  is  called,  are  no  fewer  than  six  lakes 
and  two  rivers,  and  all  were  said  to  be  well  stocked 
with  fish,  it  would  be  monotonous,  and  by  no 
means  interesting,  to  quote  from  my  diary  the 
result  of  each  day’s  fisuiug,  suffice  it  to  say  that 
not  one  day  proved  blank,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion  the  weight  of  my  basket  on  the  home- 
ward journey  was  considerable. 

►Since  I first  took  up  my  abode  at  the  Coslan, 
the  hay  harvest  has  commenced,  and  the  shep- 
herds aro  down  in  the  lowlands  assisting,  whilst 
the  sheep  take  care  of  themselves.  Unuer  these 
circumstances,  therefore,  I,  one  day  last  week, 
filled  up  what  space  was  left  in  my  creel  with 
some  light  reading  and  proceeded  to  the  myni/dd 
uchaf  or  "higher  mountain,”  as  the  natives  call 
that  part  of  the  country  in  which  the  Coslan  is 
situated.  The  day  was  delightfully  fine  and 
warm,  and  tho  weather-glass  was  going  up,  so  1 
decided  to  stay  at  least  one  night.  On  arriving 
about  mid-day,  1 mudo  up  a lire  of  peat,  a largo 
stack  of  which  occupies  a position  at  tho  gable 
end  of  tbe  house,  and,  having  put  my  mattress 


and  rugs  out  to  air  in  the  sunshine,  I had  lunch, 
and  put  up  a cast  with  which  to  fish  my  favourite 
tarn.  On  the  way  over  I put  up  some  large  coveys 
of  grouse,  and  saw  several  ravens  soaring  at  a 
distance,  having  probably  something  in  view  for 
their  mid-day  meal. 

My  destination  was  lonely  and  sequestered 
enough  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  greatest 
recluse.  Its  height,  according  to  the  Ordnance 
map,  is  1500  feet  above  sea  level ; its  area  is 
about  an  acre,  and  only  portions  of  one  side  are 
fishable  owing  to  reeda  and  rubbish,  water-lilies 
and  obsti  uctions  of  all  kinds.  Small  and  re- 
pulsive-looking as  it  undoubtedly  i3,  it  had 
always  been  a favourite  resort  of  mine,  and  I 
had  at  times  caught  numbers  of  fine  fish  in  it. 
They  were,  however,  very  capricious,  and,  more 
often  than  not,  one  might  fish  a whole  day 
through  and  not  see  a sign. 

On  this  particular  day  the  breeze  was  from  the 
right  direction,  but  was  not  quite  strong  enough. 
YV  ith  my  two-handed  14ft.  rod  I could  just  get 
the  flies  into  the  ripple.  A large  fish  or  two 
were  rising  close  to  the  rushes  at  the  other  side, 
but  too  far  out  to  reach.  During  the  first  hour 
1 landed  seven  trout  weighing  7|lb.,  the  largest 
scaling  a trifle  over  21b.  Strange  to  say,  they 
were  all  got  from  behind  one  particular  bed  of 
weeds,  and  nowhere  else  (although  I fished  every 
available  inch  of  water)  could  I raise  a fish.  It 
seemed  to  have  been  a case  of  “ we  are  seven  ” 
behind  the  weed-bed,  too,  for  I did  not  take 
another  fish  even  there.  To  make  matters  worse, 
the  wind  dropped,  and  I was  perforce  obliged  to 
sit  down  on  a rock  and  watch  several  broods  of 
duck  and  teal  paddling  about  amongst  the  weeds. 
The  wind  came  in  feeble  and  inconstant  blasts  all 
the  rest  of  the  afternoon,  and  although  I waited 
till  dark,  I did  not  get  another  fish.  As  a last 
resource  (tell  it  not  in  Gath),  I put  down  three 
night  lines  baited  with  lobworms.  In  excuse,  be 
it  said,  that  nothing  would  have  tempted  me  to 
use  such  means  but  a desire,  for  special  reasons, 
to  obtain  a fair  sample  of  what  fish  were  in  the 
lake.  It  was  dark  as  I crossed  the  moor,  but, 
on  reaching  the  Coslan,  I had  soon  a bright  peat 
fire  blazing,  and  having  taken  a light  supper,  I 
arranged  my  bed,  and,  lying  down  before  the  fire, 

I smoked  and  read  myself  to  sleep. 

My  watch  stopped  at  5.30  the  next  morning,  as, 
having  forgotten  the  key,  I had  not  been  a ble  to 
wind  id  the  night  before,  and  it  could  not  have 
been  much  later  when  I awoke  and  got  up.  Tbe 
peat  still  burnt  with  a red  glow  in  the  grate,  for 
i had  so  arranged  the  fire  before  going  to  bed 
that  it  would  last  until  morning,  and  as  the  llydw, 
or  hole  under  the  grate,  was  likewise  full  of 
embers,  I soon  had  a roaring  fire  on  which  to  boil 
the  kettle  and  fry  the  bacon  and  eggs.  I took  up 
the  bed  from  tbe  hearthstone  on  which  I had 
slept,  and  then  prepared  breakfast,  for  which 
1 was  unusually  ready,  owing  to  my  supper  of 
the  previous  night  having  been  a frugal  one. 

I then  shouldered  my  packs,  and,  taking  my  rod 
and  landiug  net  in  my  hand,  I made  for  the  tarn. 
Unlike  the  day  previous,  the  weather  promised 
badly.  Thick  mist  enveloped  the  mountains,  and 
an  insidious  and  penetrating  rain  fell.  Large 
drops  of  moisture  hung  on  the  heather  and  rushes, 
and  soon  soaked  through  the  knees  of  my  knicker- 
bockers and  thick  homespun  stockings.  The 
tarn  appeared  large  in  the  fog,  and  I proceeded, 
with  lively  anticipations,  to  inspect  my  lines, 
which,  however,  I found  slack.  The  hocks  had 
evidently  not  been  properly  baited,  for  the  worms 
had  been  eaten  off,  so  I took  them  up  and  vowed 
that,  before  I did  any  more  poaching,  I would 
take  lessons  from  Jack  the  tailor  at  Sterry, 
whose  experience  in  such  matters  is  said  to  be 
wide  and  varied.  There  were  no  signs  of  a rise, 
and,  having  fished  once  round  the  clear  side 
without  success,  I returned  to  the  cottage  to  dry 
my  dripping  clothes  and  await  better  weather. 
As,  however,  the  rain  continued  to  fall  in  torrents, 
and  there  was  every  sign  of  its  continuance,  I was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  give  up  all  hope  of  further 
sport — the  more  so  as  my  eatables  were  limited — 
so  I packed  up  and  made  for  Sterry  and  home. 

In  conclusion,  I ought  perhaps  to  say  that  the 
name  of  Sterry  will  not  be  found  on  the  map, 
but  to  any  stray  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
who  may,  in  thoir  wanderings,  have  penotrated 
so  far  into  the  wilds  of  Wales,  tho  assumed 
name  will,  with  a little  iiigonuity,  rosolvo  itself 
into  the  actual  one.  Don  Fausto. 
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Br  Mac. 

Different  days  of  very  encouraging  fishing  for 
capital  salmon  running  a creditable  average 
weight  for  “ back-enders  ” have  been  had  on  the 
Deveron  of  late.  Fish  in  large  shoals  have  left 
the  sea  very  freely  during  the  several  pushes  of 
fresh  the  river  has  been  in  during  the  past  fort- 
night. As  yet,  however,  most  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  nether  reaches  between  Marnoch 
and  the  Duff  House  water.  But  fish,  with  the 
frequent  moving  of  the  water,  are  known  to  be 
running  forward  very  quickly,  hence  no  doubt 
there  will  soon  be  a run  of  good  success  obtained 
on  the  fisheries  quite  as  far  inland  even  as 
Huntly.  Generally,  fly  has  proved  the  most 
effective  lure;  but  here  and  there  not  a few 
anglers  have  used  phantom,  minnow,  and  gudgeon 
with  good  results.  Little  sport  has  been  got  and 
not  a great  deal  of  fishing  done  with  the  prawn. 
Some  of  the  wormers  (for  which  the  Deveron  is 
rather  famous)  have  scored  occasionally. 


The  Don  up  to  date  this  autumn  has  not  done 
at  all  well  in  salmon  angling.  The  fish  are 
not  entering  it  freely,  and  of  those  that  have 
entered  it  scarcely  any  have  yet  got  beyond  the 
fearful  obstructions  which  beset  this  naturally 
prolific  and  fine  type  of  sporting  salmon  river. 


The  Dee — erst  so  popular  as  an  autumn  salmon 
river— is  getting  a bad  name,  which  is  perhaps  a 
reason  for  so  many  of  its  best  beats  being  in  the 
market  at  present,  to  let  for  short  periods.  Several 
are  the  finest  I know  on  the  whole  river,  and 
why  they  are  to  let  is  the  poser.  The  old  high  and 
dry  fly-fishers — who  we  should  suppose  it  may  be 
admitted  are  the  best  of  sportsmen — are  clean 
down  on  the  over-minnowing,  over-gudgeoning, 
over-prawning,  and  over  “ deviling,”  to  which 
even  the  fine  streams  wherein  the  fish  would 
naturally  rise  freely  to  the  fly  are  subjected  in 
many  districts.  Then  they  are  dead  against  the 
pot-hunting  which  is  getting  so  common — parties 
selling  all  their  fish.  Add  to  this  that  the  river 
is  currently  said  to  he  severely  poached,  and  that 
not  a few  parties,  in  lumbering  big  boats,  fish  the 
pools  more  than  (in  the  boat)  half  way  across  to 
the  opposite  side,  and  so  spoil  the  sport  for  their 
neighbours,  and  it  will,  or  ought  to  be,  apparent 
why  the  Dee  is  not  just  in  high  odour  with  not  a 
few  good  sportsmen  at  the  present  time.  Both 
the  baiting  and  the  boating  are  getting  to  be  a 
sort  of  nuisance  to  those  who  delight  in  sport 
for  sport’s  sake.  _____ 

The  Breadalbane  Angling  Club  competed 
amongst  themselves  for  prizes  last  Saturday  on 
Loch  Tay,  at  Killin,  fishing  with  fly  exclusively. 
Sport  was  poor,  the  first  prizeman  getting  only 
31b. 


On  the  Spey  during  the  week  some  very  good 
sport  with  salmon  has  been  got.  Already  a good 
stock  of  heavy  fish  has  come  into  the  river,  but 
as  yet,  as  they  have  not  travelled  fast,  nearly  all 
the  best  sport  with  them  has  been  had  “ low 
down,”  that  is  between  Craigellachie  and  sea. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon’s  angling 
guests  from  Gordon  Castle  are  running  up  gcod 
takes  on  his  Grace’s  extensive  and  productive 
fishery.  The  water  is  still  a fairish  good  height 
for  sport,  but  it  is  daily  getting  lower.  In  some 
lengths  of  the  river  sea  trout  and  finnock  angling 
is  showing  up  pretty  well,  but  among  the  local 
adepts  there  is  a feeling  that  it  is  not  what  it 
might  be,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  it  will 
improve  greatly  after  the  next  rise  or  “ grow  ” 
of  the  water.  Brown  trout  angling  is  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  at  an  end  for  the  year. 


Good  takes  of  smallish  trout  are  still  being  got 
pretty  regularly  on  Loch  Earn  by  anglers  both 
from  St.  Lilians  and  Loch  Earnhead. 


The  shooting  tenants  and  their  friends  had 
some  fair  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  on  the 
Carron,  Easter  Ro3s,  last  week.  All  over,  the 
Carron’s  angling  season  of  this  year  has  been  a 
poor  one. 


Visitors  at  Rhiconich  Hotel  got  excellent  sea 
fishing  last  week,  and  several  of  them  were  in 
moderate  luck  with  grilse,  salmon,  and  sea  trout 
on  the  several  attached  lochs,  including  Gar- 
bet  More,  Garbet  Beg,  and  Skerracha.  Sand- 
wood  should,  under  good  weather  and  water  con- 
ditions, fish  well  now,  but  it  is  so  far  off  that  few 
care  to  undertake  the  exertion  required  to  reach 
it.  More’s  the  pity,  for  it  contains  magnificent 
sea  trout.  


Last  week’s  angling  on  the  loch3  and  streams 
of  Assynt,  taken  all  over,  was  very  good  for  the 
time  of  the  year,  in  respect  alike  for  trout  and 
the  migratory  Salmonidx. 


For  about  a fortnight  past  sea  trout  angling 
on  Loch  Eck  has  off  and  on  been  most  encourag- 
ing. The  pretty  little  River  Echaig,  too,  has 
now  and  then  fished  exceptionally  well  last  week. 
This  year’s  fishing  season  on  Loch  Leven  was 
wound  up  with  the  boatmen’s  competition,  in 
which  the  best  take  was  secured  by  John  Flock- 
hart,  jun.,  who  had  three  trout,  61b.  15oz. 


On  the  River  South  Esk,  between  Brechin  and 
Montrose, sport  with  back-end  fish  has  commenced, 
but  as  yet  no  noteworthy  takes  have  been  secured. 
The  finnock  fishing,  however,  has  been  very  brisk 
at  times.  


The  Tay  autumn  salmon  angling  has  begun 
remarkably  well,  the  rods  on  all  the  principle 
beats  having  already  had  several  capital  takes. 
Grilse,  which  are  believed  to  be  numerous,  are 
exceptionally  large.  Not  a few  one  day’s  takes 
by  one  rod  of  four  and  five  fish  have  been  got, 
while  the  capture  of  two  or  three  fine  salmon 
weighing  apiece  quite  301b.  is  reported. 


The  Esk,  Annan,  Dee,  and  other  Solway 
and  South  and  South-west  of  Scotland  rivers 
have  not  yet  shown  up  well  in  respect  of  sport 
with  late  running  grilse  and  autumn  salmon. 


Scourie  hotel  anglers  have  done  remarkably 
well  this  autumn  in  fishing  for  sea  trout. 


At  Durness  anglers  fishing  from  the  hotel  have 
been  getting  capital  sport  on  th9  lochs  near  Gape 
Wrath.  The  tidal  pools  of  the  Dionard  are  all 
meantime  in  grand  fettle  for  sea  trout.  Loch 
Sean,  so  justly  famed  for  its  sea  trout,  is  best  for 
fishing  all  this  month.  Prospects  are  excellent. 
Johnnie  Sutherland  says:  “ Any  number  of  sea 
trout  now,  and  plenty  of  sport  with  them  in 
store  for  all  anglers  who  may  come  here  during 
the  present  month.”  

I hear  that  on  the  Craigellachie  Hotel  waters 
of  the  Spey  one  of  the  rods  had  the  capital  take 
of  five  salmon  last  Thursday. 


The  autumn  fishing  on  the  Panmure  Hotel, 
Edzell,  water  of  the  North  Esk  has  commenced. 
A grilse  or  two  and  several  sea  trout  have  been 
taken  lately.  

Locii  Lomond  since  about  a month  past  has 
yielded  a lot  of  grand  trout  to  the  trollers.  Wed- 
nesday last  a plump  beauty  of  8*lb.  was  secured. 
Another  (7^lb  ) was  got  a day  or  two  before. 


Since  the  opening  of  the  rod  fishing  very  little 
sport  has  been  got  on  the  North  Esk,  owing  to 
the  smallness  of  the  river.  On  Saturday  on  the 
Canterland  water,  Lord  Cavan,  Balmano  House, 
landed  a beautiful  salmon  scaling  201b.  On 
Halton  water  Mr.  Drummond  killed  a grilse  ; and 
on  the  Balmakewa-n  water,  od  the  same  day,  Mr. 
Watson,  gamekeeper,  landed  a grilse  weighing 
6ib.  All  the  fish  were  new  run. 


Owing  to  the  volume  of  water — now  very  low 
— having  steadily  run  down,  angling  for  finnock 
or  adolescent  sea  trout  has  been  poor  during  the 
week  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  and  some  other 
East  Coast  rivers. 


On  the  Tweed  a few  sal  mm  and  grilse  have 
been  landed  during  the  weak.  The  netting  is 
coming  to  an  end,  hence  presently  the  fish  will 
have  more  chance  of  getting  inland.  Last  week 
the  netters  did  a little  better  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  On  Tuesday  two  fish  scaling  361b.  and 
371b.  respectively.  

Several  days  ago  an  Orkney  fisherman 
“ grassed  a beauty  ” — of  a whale ! 


I hear  from  a Strathbogie  loon  that,  “ I have 
nothing  particular  to  chronicle  this  week.  Again 
the  Deveron  is  a big  water — too  big  for  good 
fishing.  On  the  Huntly  free  water,  Thursday 
and  Saturday  produced  four  fish  ; Monday  five, 
largest  151b.  and  to-day  (Tuesday),  up  to  time 
of  writing,  I hear  of  some — one  weighing  161b. 
A great  many  fish  are  about,  but  the  water 
is  too  unsteady.  I hear  that  my  report  of 
six  trout  weighing  121b.  is  to  be  called  in  ques- 
tion. Let  it  be,  I reported  what  was  quite  correct. 
I could  mention  larger  trout  and  more  of  them 
taken  from  the  same  pool,  but  this  was  when  we 
did  not  hunt  down  the  netters  as  we  now  do. 
There  will  soon  be  fine  ploys  with  the  salmon  up 
as  high  as  the  Grouse  Inn  and  the  Cabrach.” 


My  report  from  the  Ythan  tidal,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeenshire,  is  : ‘'Easterly  winds  and  heavy 
seas,  causing  dirty  water,  prevailed  throughout  ihe 
week ; and  only  occasional  baskets  have  been 
secured  when  the  tide  was  ebbing.  To-day,  Tues- 
day, the  prospects  are  much  brighter,  and,  as  the 
sea  trout  are  plentif  ul,  I hope  to  be  able  to  send 
a more  encouraging  report  next  week.” 


A boat  from  Overscaig  Hotel  — the  genial 
Duncan  Mackay’s  hostelry — out  on  Loch  More 
on  Monday  of  last  week  had  a fishiDg  of  sixteen 
sea  trout,  21^1b.  

Considering  the  season  of  the  year,  Loch  Shiel 
fished  most  encouragingly  last  week,  yielding  a 
good  number  of  grilse  besides  a few  heavy 
baskets  of  sea  trout  and  brown  trout. 


The  angling  on  Sutherland  rivers  and  others 
in  the  North,  including  Oykel,  Cassley,  Shin, 
Helmsdale,  Thurso,  Hallidale,  Borgie,  Naver,  and 
Hope,  is  now  on  its  last  legs  for  the  year. 


A large  number  of  grilse  have  been  killed  on 
the  ticket  waters  of  the  Forth  by  anglers  during 
the  week.  

Sfort  on  the  River  Feugh,  whose  season  has 
now  about  ended — having  regard  to  the  season- 
ableness— has  appreciably  declined  for  some 
time  past  owing  to  low  water.  But  a splendid 
season  on  the  whole  has  been  had  on  this  nice 
little  river — such  as  nowadays  is  seldom  expe- 
rienced.   


The  Ness,  though  now  is  the  best  time  for  it, 
has  not  been  fishing  well  in  consequence  of  being 
too  low.  However,  on  several  of  the  beats  sport 
with  salmon  and  grilse  not  at  all  to  be  despised 
has  been  obtained.  For  a week’s  fishing  one  rod 
had  fifteen  fish.  _____ 


The  free  water  of  the  Tay  at  Berth  has 
yielded  to  anglers  a good  lot  of  very  nice  fish 
since  the  netting  season  terminated. 


Writeth  the  Mackay : “For  the  first  time 
this  season  anglers  are  in  high  glee.  The  real 
autumn  “ boys  ” are  up,  and  sport  for  the  rest  of 
the  back-end  promises  well.  A good  few  fish 
were  got  during  the  week,  but  Saturday  was  the 
best  day.  Mr.  Gayton,  of  London,  had  a beauty 
of  201b.  on  the  Borrow'stone  section  fresh  from 
tin  sea.  In  fact,  all  the  fish  were  fresh  fish  which 
were  got  in  these  parts,  of  which  Mrs.  Bickering 
had  one,  Mr.  Lainond  two,  Old  Blacklaws  one, 
Mr.  Dugdale  two,  and  the  Blackball  Castle  party 
five,  all  varying  from  81b.  to  141b.  The  quality  is 
excellent,  while  the  colour  and  shape  remind  one 
more  of  spring  fish  than  those  of  the  autumn 
migration.  The  river  is  in  capital  trim.” 
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KATHLEEN  FALLS,  RIVER  ERNE, 
HALLYS  HANNON. 

I II E view  on  tlio  Erne  which  we  givo  is  from 
a photograph  by  Mr.  James  Temple,  who  is  never 
tired  ot  oxpatiating  on  the  charms  of  tho  Erne 
and  its  fishing.  The  following  particulars  about 
the  latter  are  extracted  from  that  ever  useful 
annual  “ The  Angler’s  Diary.” 

“ Bali.ysiiannon. — G.N.R.  On  Erne;  salmon 
and  trout.  Salmon  rods  C4  4a.  per  week,  anglers 
permitted  to  keep  two  fish  ; trout  fishing  free. 
Apply  to  the  fishery  oflice,  Bally  shannon.  The 
I’arson  is  a good  Erne  fly.  F.  Francis  recom- 
mends tho  following  : Hook  No.  7 ; tail  two 
twists  gold,  small  topping  and  two  or  three  sprigs 
gold  pheasant  tippets,  black  harl,  three  twists ; 
body,  golden  olive  silk,  changing  into  pigs’  down 
of  the  same  shade,  then  into  orange  and  fiery 
brown  towards  the  shoulder  ; golden  olive  hackle 
three  parts  down  the  body,  with  full  claret 
hackle  over;  wing,  two  golden  pheasant  saddle 
feathers,  over  this  three  or  four  toppings  with 
sprigs  of  green  parrot,  gold  pheasant  tippet, 
pintail,  turkey,  and  wood  duck,  with  a king- 
fisher’s or  blue  chatterer’s  feather  at  each  jowl, 
and  blue  macaw's  feeler  head,  black  harl,  gold 
tinsel  according.  Other  Parsons  are  dressed 
larger,  with  six,  seven,  or  eight  toppings  in  the 
wing,  with  cock  of  the  rock  ad  lib.,  and  with 


ing,  and  Toviknut.  Within  a radius  of  three  or 
four  miles  lio  four  or  five  as  good  trouting  lakes 
as  can  be  found  in  Norway.  We  heard  of  the 
place — which  is  quiet  and  little  known  — by 
accident,  and  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  tho  stiil 
wilder  region  on  the  opposite  side  of  tho  fiord, 
we  en  joyed  many  charming  days  of  sport.  Tho 
hotel  or  pension  at  Vikingmes — a very  comfort- 
able one — has  been  planted  among  a thick  belt  of 
natural  woodland;  pine,  oak,  birch,  and  juniper 
here  mingle  and  flourish  to  the  very  verge  of 
the  deep  blue  fiord.  Dense  glades  of  fern  and 
bracken,  and  vast  stretches,  in  which  flourish  the 
blaabier,  tvittebair,  strawberry,  and  other  of  the 
wild  fruits  so  prolific  in  Norway,  lie  upon  every 
hand,  while  in  Juno  and  July  the  dainty  Linnsea 
and  other  flowerets  star  the  earth.  It  is  only 
right  to  mention  that  the  Vikingn;e3  pension  is 
run  upon  temperance  principles.  In  the  eyes  of 
many  this  is  a strong  drawback.  Master  Walton 
himself,  who  loved  his  morning  glass  of  ale  with 
the  cheeriest  angler,  would  have  resented  the 
infliction,  and  we  ourselves  occasionally  sighed 
for  the  stronger  fare  of  other  establishments. 
We  found  the  fishing  so  good,  however,  that  we 
put  up  with  the  inconvenience;  and,  after  all, 
one  must  be  but  a poor  sportsman  at  heart  if  a 
week’s  deprivation  of  alcohol  cannot  be  cheer- 
fully endured.  In  the  thirsty  African  veldt,  an 
interregnum  of  tea  and  coffee,  lasting  for  weeks 


the  fiord.  After  6.30  dinner  we  set  off  with 
Lauritz,  an  invaluable  Norwegian  lad,  a born 
fisherman  and  naturalist,  for  Eide  Vand,  the 
nearest  lake.  A walk  of  a mile  and  a half 
through  the  forest  brought  us  to  the  placid  shore 
of  Ljoniis  bay,  a little  inlet  at  the  back  of  the 
N;rs.  Here  we  passed  an  old  Viking  grave,  a 
great  pile  of  stones,  beneath  which  had  been  laid 
long  ages  since  some  tough  old  Scandinavian 
warrior  to  sleep  his  last  sleep  by  the  water 
he  loved  so  well.  There  were  several  of 
these  rude  tumuli  about  Vikingmes  ; most  of 
them  had,  however,  been  plundered  of  their 
ornaments  and  valuables,  probably  hundreds 
of  years  back.  Another  gentle  climb  past  a tiny 
farmhouse  or  two  brought  us  to  the  Vand  we 
sought,  a charming  lake  2£  miles  long.  We 
quickly  put  our  tackle  together,  and  Lauritz 
rowed  us  quietly  round.  It  was  again  a hot 
evening  with  little  air,  and  after  taking  a few 
good  trout  by  casting,  we  trailed  our  flies,  put 
out  a minDow  on  a third  rod,  and  proceeded  on  a 
gentle  tour  of  inspection.  The  trout  now  came 
with  some  freedom,  and  we  were  pretty  busily 
engaSed  in  playing  and  landing  them.  In  this  lake 
the  fish  were  clean  silvery  fellows,  with  very 
light  (almost  white)  bellies,  and  were  strong, 
well  fed,  and  active.  Those  we  took  were  mostly 
about  ^lb.,  the  largest  went  just  over  (Jib.  At  the 
further  end  they  seemed  ravenous  ; I hooked  and 
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.lay’s  hackle  and  purple  cock  instead  of  pintail, 
and  even  small  toppings  on  the  breast.  This  last 
one  is  good  in  heavy  water.  Another  fly  : Hook 
No.  5;  silver  twist  and  puce  silk  tag,  golden 
pheasant  topping  and  tippet  sprigs  for  tail ; 
ostrich  harl  over;  apple-green  silk  body  tipped 
with  black  twist  and  silver  greenish  yellow 
hackle  all  the  way  down  ; gold  pheasant  tippet 
leather,  tied  hackle  fashion,  and  jay’s  hackle 
over;  black  harl  head,  and  mixed  wing  of  gold 
pheasant  saddle  feather,  ditto  tail  and  tippet, 
gallina  and  bustard  and  red  and  blue  macaw 
two  or  three  sprigs  of  each.  The  brown  trout 
fashing  is  good ; the  white  trout  are  not  plentiful, 
iut  the  grilse  fishing  is  fair.  The  fish  commence 
running  up  in  May.  The  trout  fishing  in  Lough 
Erne  is  first-rate.  There  are  very  large  pike  in 
it,  and  salmon,  besides  perch  and  bream.” 


SUMMER  TROUTING  IN  NORWAY. 

By  H.  A.  Bryden. 

Vikingn.es  is  the  name  of  a point  or  nose  * of 
land  on  the  western  shore  just  at  the  narrowest 
part  of  the  Hardanger  Fiord.  It  lies  in  the 
magnificent  district  of  Strandebarm.  and  isbacked 
by  tho  snow  topped  mountains  of  Thveite,  Kvit- 

* Niea i in  Norwegian  is  identically  the  same  wordTw 
our  bnglifjb  ness,”  which  of  course  is  of  Scandinavian 
origin. 


and  months  together,  is  entered  upon  with  a light 
heart  why  not  therefore  a short  seven  days  in 
the  satisfying  air  of  Norway  ? Round  about  the 
hot  el, nestling  in  the  forest,  were  three  or  four  great 
old-fashioned  rogstuurs*  ancient  log  huts,  roofed 
v ith  birch  bark  and  sod,  in  which  generations  of 
Norwegian  farmers  had  spent  their  lives.  These 
fine  roomy  dwellings,  which  were  about  25ft. 
square,  had  been  thoroughly  cleaned  and  re- 
novated, fitted  with  bedroom  furniture,  and  were 
offered  as  bachelor  quarters.  P.  and  I found 
these  huts  so  attractive  that  we  took  possession 
of  one,  and  at  once  got  out  our  tackle  and 
belongings.  Our  window  commanded  the  Har- 
danger close  beneath  and  the  vast  mountains 
beyond,  and  there  were  few  mornings  indeed,  as 
one  looked  out  over  the  fiord,  that  one  could  not 
see  the  Eider  ducks  floating  placidly  on  the 
water  within  two  hundred  yards.  These  beautiful 
duck  are  now  protected  for  great  part  of  the 
year,  and  flourish  accordingly.  In  the  woods 
around  us  were  squirrels,  blackbirds,  the  cuckoo, 
woodpeckers,  nuthatches,  fieldfares,  and  many 
other  old  feathered  friends. 

It  was  tremendously  hot  as  we  reached 
Vikingnass,  and  we  were  not  long  in  taking  a 
welcome  plunge  and  swim  in  the  cool  depths  of 

* Literally  “smoke-houses,”  the  smoke  escaping 
through  an  opening  in  the  roof,  now  turned  into  a 
skylight. 


landed  on  one  cast  three  good  fish,  just  as  much 
as  I could  well  manage. 

Many  times  on  this  lake  we  took  two  on  a cast. 
My  flies  this  evening  were  Claret  and  Teal,  Green 
and  Teal,  and  Black  and  Silver;  my  companion’s 
the  same,  with  the  substitution  of  a big  Zulu  for 
the  Black  and  Silver.  This  combination  we 
found  irresistible  on  almost  all  occasions,  here  at 
A ikingmes  as  elsewhere.  With  the  minnow  we 
only  captured  one  fish  this  evening.  It  was  a 
perfect  night  again,  the  airs  inexpressibly  soft 
and  balmy,  and  laden  with  the  scent  of  pine  trees, 
now  strongly  redolent  after  the  hot  day.  West 
of  us,  a wall  of  dark  rock  rose  1000ft.  sheer ; on 
the  south,  soft  grassy  lands  trended  to  the  lake. 
Elsewhere  the  darkling  pine  forests  met  the  white 
sandy  shore,  and  behind  these,  again,  towered, 
far  away,  quaint  and  fantastic  mountain  peaks. 
Fishing  from  8.30  to  11.30  we  took  twenty-two 
good  fish,  and  thereafter  made  our  way  home- 
ward well  content. 

On  our  next  essay  on  Eide  Vand  the  trout  rose 
with  even  more  freedom.  A fine  south-west 
breeze  blew,  and  in  two  and  a half  hours  of 
morning  fishing — sometimes  casting,  sometimes 
trailing — we  completely  filled  our  bag,  and  carried 
home  forty  good  trout.  The  total  catch  was  forty- 
five,  out  of  which  five  wore  roturned  to  the  lake. 

To  the  loft,  and  a little  boyond  Eide  Vand,  lay 
three  other  lakes  all  close  together.  These  wo 
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often  fished.  The  two  first,  known  as  Kalthveit 
Yands,  abounded  with  trout,  and  the  second  of 
them,  especially,  held  some  of  the  finest  and 
heaviest  fish  in  the  district.  On  this  lake  we 
often  had  very  excellent  sport.  The  trout  here 
were  deep  yellow  again,  dark  backed,  brilliantly 
spotted,  and  all  fat  and  well  fed.  Often  they  ran 
over  a pound  in  weight,  sometimes  as  much  as 
Ijlb.  and  l£lb.  We  took  one  evening  on  this  lake 
twenty-four  of  these  lusty  trout  in  rather  more 
than  an  hour.  Beyond  the  Kalthveit  Vands,  just 
through  a patch  of  forest,  lay  another  water, 
Riirvik  Vand,  a clear  circular  lake,  beautifully 
enframed  in  pines.  The  trout  here  were  the 
pluckiest  and  gamest  fish  we  encountered  in  Nor- 
way.  Their  efforts  at  escape  were  frantic,  and  very 
often  successful.  These  fish,  again,  were  light  in 
colouring.  But  in  Riirvik  Yand  one  was  not 
always  certain  of  a bag  ; the  fish  were  sometimes 
not  to  be  moved  at  all,  although  within  two 
hundred  yards,  on  the  next  lake  (Kalthveit),  we 
could  go  back  and  catch  fast  enough. 

It  was  singular  this  contrast  between  two 
waters  so  adjacent.  From  these  lakes,  which  lay 
high,  far  peeps  at  the  snowy  mass  of  Folgefond, 
and  many  another  distant  mountain,  lay  spread. 
Within  the  limits  of  this  article  it  is  impossible 
to  more  than  outline  in  brief  the  fascinating 
sport  we  enjoyed  on  these  and  other  Norwegian 
lakes.  Some  of  the  most  glorious  scenery  in 
Europe  we  had  always  with  us  upon  these  excur- 
sions, and,  during  nearly  the  whole  of  June  and 
July,  we  enjoyed  perfect  weather.  If  the  days 
were  too  hot  and  too  bright,  we  had  always  the 
long,  wondrously  light  evenings  and  nights  to 
look  forward  to.  Without  fishing  more  than 
thrice  a week  my  companion  and  I captured  upon 
this  expedition  494  good  trout,  and,  towards  the 
early  days  of  August,  found  our  way  back  to 
England  well  content  with  our  luck. 

Norway  is  honeycombed  with  small  lakes,  many 
of  them  almost  utterly  unknown  to  the  angler. 
The  fish  are,  for  these  degenerate  days,  gloriously 
unsophisticated,  and  one  can  escape  so  easily  and 
so  far  from  the  few  beaten  tracks.  Search  where 
you  will,  Europe  can  show  no  more  pleasant 
trouting  country. 


THE  MOLE  AT  LEATHERHEAD. 


The  fishing  at  Leatherhead  is  extremely  good, 
and  very  varied  in  its  nature.  As  a rule  float 
fishing  is  not  recognised;  but,  occasionally,  leave 
is  granted  for  a day’s  bottom  fishing.  Plenty  of 
fish  of  all  kinds  may  be  found  there;  trout  up 
to  41b.  and  51b.,  pike  up  to  141b.,  a few  roach,  perch, 
chub,  and  carp,  a few  bream,  while  the  dace, 
which  are  larger  in  this  river  than  in  any  other 
that  I have  seen,  have  frequently  been  taken  up 
to  lib.  in  weight,  and  they  abound  in  all  parts  of 
the  Mole.  From  the  Old  Bridge,  looking  down 
towards  the  South-Western  Railway,  any  number 
of  trout  may  be  seen  upon  t e shallows  below,  for 
about  forty  or  fifty  yards.  Passing  the  shallows, 
the  river  deepens  a little,  but  not  to  any  great 
extent.  A good  trout  or  two  may  here  be  taken 
occasionally  in  the  season,  with  the  fly. 

Near  the  foot-bridge,  over  the  river,  the  water 
deepens  still  more,  so  that  after  the  railway  bridge 
is  passed  some  very  fair  swims  may  be  found. 
Between  the  last-mentioned  bridge  and  Mr. 
Henderson’s  gate,  is  one  of  the  best  pitches  on  the 
Mole.  About  fifteen  years  ago  this  part  of  the 
river,  down  to  Randalls  Park,  was  rented  by  the 
Leatherhead  Fly-fishing  Club,  of  which  society 
I was  for  two  years  a member ; but  the  lease  of 
the  meadows  ran  out,  and  Mr.  Henderson,  of 
Randalls  Park,  purchased  the  property,  so  that 
the  fly-fishers  had  to  seek  for  pastures  new.  The 
spot  just  referred  to,  under  the  shadow  of  the 
railway  arch,  was  always  a favourite  resort  of 
mine.  In  one  week,  fishing  for  three  days,  I took 
1001b.  of  roach  from  under  the  bushes.  It  was 
always,  too,  an  excellent  place  for  pike,  the  fish 
running  up  from  below  to  the  little  creek  which 
connects  the  mill-pond  with  the  river.  Dace  were 
aLoto  be  caught  near  this  spot  in  vast  quantities, 
and  most  probably  the  pike  were  attracted  to  the 
spot  by  the  very  large  shoals  of  these  lively  fish.  I 
have  repeatedly  taken  three  and  four  jack  in  an 
afternoon,  up  to  61b.,  and  once,  when  spinning  with 
a red  tassel  spoon-bait,  a fish  of  81b.  leaped  out 
of  the  water  and  took  it  as  it  fell.  After 
exhausting  my  prey,  I was  compelled,  having  no 


net  handy,  to  tow  it  down  to  a shallow  and  lift 
it  out  by  placing  my  thumb  and  finger  in  its 
eyes. 

A rather  amusing  circumstance  occurred  there 
upon  one  occasion.  I was  fishing  the  place,  with 
two  friends,  when  we  ran  out  of  brandlings,  so  a 
cast  was  made  by  the  other  two  to  a manure  heap 
belonging  to  Mr.  Sturt,  the  then  miller,  the 
rods  being  left  in  my  charge.  Hardly  had  my 
friends  disappeared  round  the  angle  of  the  bridge 
when  there  was  a run  upon  the  jack  line.  I 
hooked  and  landed  the  fish,  which  was  about  51b. 
Then  the  float  of  the  line  which  was  baited  with 
a lob  disappeared.  I struck,  and  a trout,  quite  a 
31b.  fish,  leaped  out  of  the  water  and  gave  some 
sport  for  a few  minutes.  At  last  I landed  it,  and 
placed  it  with  the  jack  against  the  wall  of  the 
railway  out  of  sight.  In  about  a quarter  of  an 
hour  the  brandling  hunters  returned.  “ Any 
luck?”  “ Only  a couple  of  minnows,”  I replied, 
taking  them  to  where  the  two  fish  lay.  It  made 
me  laugh  to  see  their  astonishment  at  my  success, 
and  their  admiration  of  the  splendid  trout,  that 
shone  like  tinsel  in  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun. 

Below  the  creek  was  a good  swim,  about  five 
yards  out  from  the  bank.  Any  number  of  dace 
could  be  taken  there,  as  they  always  headed  up 
to  the  fresh  water,  running  down  the  race  from 
the  mill-pond.  Fishing  that  swim  one  afternoon 
with  Mr.  G.  Masterman,  of  Merry  Halls,  Ashtead, 
we  saw  a jack  of  about  41b.  close  to  the  bank. 
It  took  so  little  notice  of  us  that  we  actually 
poked  it  with  the  top-joints  of  our  rods  before  it 
condescended  to  move  off. 

Thirty  yards  lower  down  stream  was  another 
favourite  resort  of  mine,  called  the  “ Ten-foot 
Hole.”  From  this  pool  I have  taken  dace  of  lib. 
in  weight,  and  I was  nearly  always  certain  to 
capture  a jack  or  two.  The  stream  ran  into 
the  pool  in  a kind  of  eddy,  while  on  the  edge  of 
the  hole  were  some  long  trailing  weeds  which 
waved  to  and  fro  in  the  stream,  which  here  ran 
rather  fast.  It  was  my  custom  to  drop  my  line 
so  as  to  just  catch  the  edge  of  the  stream,  bait 
with  gentles  or  paste,  and  to  let  it  drift  for  about 
six  yards.  The  fish  always  took  the  lure  just  at 
the  end  of  the  trailing  weed,  and  I seldom  went 
home  without  a capital  show  of  dace.  In  the 
trout  season  (March  to  October)  this  was  a 
favourite  spot  for  the  speckled  beauties  ; but  the 
angler,  in  casting  his  fly,  had  to  stand  some  yards 
back,  and  to  throw  over  the  edge  of  the  bank, 
which  was  quite  clear.  Mr.  Chandler,  of  Epsom, 
took  a nice  trout  from  this  pool,  and  it  now  adorns 
the  club-room  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society. 
Its  weight  was  51b.,  and  the  fish  when  taken  was 
rather  out  of  condition.  Nearly  opposite  to  the 
hole  was  a fine  piece  of  good  deep  water,  followed 
by  a rapid  running  bit  of  shallow.  Here  the 
trout  lay  by  dozens.  Captain  Hope  Johnstone 
and  I,  in  one  afternoon,  took  five  brace  of  fish 
with  the  Mole-fly,  which  fly  was  a double-winged 
one,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Holroyd,  of  Grace- 
church-street.  It  was  known  only  to  a few,  and 
is  not  made  now,  except  to  order.  It  was  of  a 
dark,  deep  red  colour,  and,  as  Charles  Dickens 
remarked  of  the  “ Red  Lion,”  was  often  met 
with  in  art,  but  never  in  Nature.  From  the  Ten- 
foot  Hole  I once  took  a jack  of  61b.  I was  baiting 
with  small  Prussian  carp,  taken  from  one  of  the 
Epsom  ponds.  The  carp  were  taken  off  about 
six  times  before  I hooked  the  jack.  At  last  I 
had  him,  safe  upon  the  meadow,  and,  from 
curiosity,  I opened  him,  and  found  several  of  the 
carp  alive.  Three  of  them  I restored  to  the  can, 
where  I kept  them  until  I gave  over  fishing, 
when  I placed  them  in  the  river,  none  the  worse 
for  being  inside  passengers.  Lower  down  were 
some  bushes  overhanging  the  bank.  These  could 
only  be  reached  from  Mr.  Sturt’s  side;  but  I have 
had  some  good  trout  from  that  part  also.  In 
fact,  so  often  was  I to  be  found  in  this  particular 
portion  of  the  river,  that  my  friend,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Oldaker,  the  manager  for  Messrs.  Barraud, 
Lavers,  and  W estlake,  of  Endell-street,  presented 
me  with  an  oil  painting  of  the  spot,  which  bears 
the  title  of  “ Where  the  Trout  Lie.”  It  takes  in 
the  Ten-foot  Hole  and  the  shallows  beyond.  The 
character  of  this  part  of  the  Mole  has  been  entirely 
altered  of  late,  for  the  S.  W.  Railway  Company 
built  across  the  river,  after  cutting  a fresh 
channel  for  the  passage  of  the  stream.  The 
“ sharps  ” disappeared,  and  the  Ten-foot  Hole 
became  unfishable  from  the  thick  growth  of 
weeds.  Some  distance  further  down  the  river 


widened,  but  it  was  shallow.  Upon  the  Sturt 
side  a whopping  big  trout  was  wont  to  feed  about 
seven  o’clock  in  the  evening.  Many  of  our  club- 
men had  gone  for  him,  but  all  were  unsuccessful. 
One  evening  in  the  summer  he  was  feeding  as  I 
strolled  along,  taking  everything  that  came  in  his 
way,  so  I determined  to  have  to  go  for  him. 
Putting  on  a Mole-fly  I threw  over  him,  but  the 
line  bellied  so  quickly  that  it  dragged  the  fly 
yards  from  the  fish.  I moved  lower  down  and 
tried  again,  dropping  the  lure  about  a foot 
in  front  of  him.  He  took  it  immediately  with  a 
sound  resembling  a billiard  ball  going  sharply 
into  one  of  the  corner  pockets.  Then  commenced 
a lively  tussle.  The  fish,  which  I could  feel  was 
above  the  ordinary  size,  went  with  all  his  force 
for  the  bed  of  weed.  My  only  chance  was  to 
hold  him  off.  I put  the  strain  on,  and  I felt  him 
give  ground ; but,  with  one  more  struggle  for 
liberty,  the  plucky  fish  rushed  down  stream, 
when  the  line  came  back  to  me  fishless. 
On  examining,  I found  that  the  fly  bad 
drawn  from  the  gut.  I have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  I had  the  proverbial  big  fish  on, 
and  it  formed  the  topic  of  conversation  at  the 
club  after  darkness  had  cast  its  mantle  o’er  the 
sullen  Mole.  In  my  recollection  nobody  succeeded 
in  taking  the  fish,  so,  perhaps,  he  still  haunts  the 
scour  above  the  “ Cannon  Hole.” 

Twenty  yards  down  was  a famous  dace-swim. 
It  was  about  3ft.  6m.  deep,  where  the  cattle 
crossed.  The  river  here  moved  at  just  the  right 
pace,  and  the  swim  was  about  five  yards  in 
length.  I have  taken  three  and  four  dozen  of  an 
afternoon  with  gentles,  and,  upon  other  occasions, 
nearly  as  many  with  the  fly.  The  best  dace  flies 
were  the  Black  Gnat  and  the  Duns.  TheCarshalton 
Cocktail  was  a great  favourite. 

Going  still  lower  we  came  to  the  Cannon  Hole, 
about  8ft  or  9ft.  in  depth.  The  pike-fisher  could, 
nearly  always,  make  sure  of  taking  home  one  or 
two  good  fish  from  this  pool.  Trout  also  haunted 
it,  while  with  the  fly  some  capital  dace  might  be 
bagged.  Then  came  another  long  shallow,  where 
the  dace  were  very  thick,  and  an  occasional  small 
trout  might  be  bagged.  And  here  our  club  rights 
ended,  for  beyond  the  grounds  of  Randalls  Park 
commenced,  and  a keeper  watched,  with  a jealous 
eye,  over  the  interests  of  his  master.  1 have 
before  mentioned  that  the  Mole  dace  are  very  fine. 
Mr.  Hailes,  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  in  one 
afternoon  took  six,  the  smallest  being  over  9oz., 
four  were  over  10oz.,  and  the  two  largest  weighed 
llfoz.  and  lO^oz.  The  four  heaviest  are  on  the 
club-room  walls.  In  about  a quarter  of  an  hour 
I took,  in  August  last,  six  dace,  all  over  Rb.,  the 
biggest  being  lOjnz.  At  the  Ten-foot  Hole  I 
have  taken  them  quite  a pound  in  weight.  Upon 
this  river  the  favourite  flies  are  the  Alder,  March 
Brown,  all  the  Duns,  the  Black  Gnat,  and  the 
Mole-fly,  and,  of  course,  the  May-fly,  which  comes 
up  generally  in  the  beginning  of  June.  To  be  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mole,  near  Leatherhead  when 
the  May-fly  is  up  is  a pleasant  experience.  The 
flies  are  as  thick  all  over  the  place  as  a swarm 
of  bees.  Banks,  bushes,  fishers,  and  the  river, 
are  covered  with  them.  At  this  time  the  trout 
become  completely  glutted  with  the  fly,  and  for 
some  time  the  fly-fisher  may  as  well  make  up  his 
mind  to  simply  look  on  for  not  a trout  will  rise  to 
his  best  selected  artificial.  After  the  glut  the  Mole- 
fly  may  be  used  with  considerable  success.  The 
Mole  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a bream  river, 
but  very  few  bream  or  roach  are  now  to  be  taken 
at  Leatherhead.  Straw  Hat. 


ROACH  FISHING  ON  THE  IVEL. 


That  the  great  majority  of  anglers,  in  the 
midland  counties  at  any  rate,  fish  almost  exclu- 
sively for  roach,  is,  I believe,  a fact.  The  leisure 
and  money  necessary  for  making  journeys  to 
remote  regions,  and  standing  up  to  one’s  middle 
in  the  water  wielding  a salmon  rod,  is  given 
only  to  the  fortunate  few.  But  roach  fishing  is 
within  the  reach  of  almost  everyone,  and  is 
certainly  one  of  the  least  expensive  of  pastimes. 
To  a great  extent  it  is  to  this  that  the  roach 
owes  its  present  high  state  of  education.  No 
greater  misnomer  than  that  of  “ water  sheep  ” 
could  possibly  be  applied  to  the  modern  roach. 
He  is  well  up  to  his  business,  is  acquainted  with 
the  glitter  of  gut,  or  the  shadow  of  an  unwary 
angler,  and,  on  sunny  days,  I have  seen  him 
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examining  with  curiosity  a too  conspicuous 
shot  upon  my  lino.  The  roach  of  which  I 
wish  presently  to  spoak,  viz.,  those  to  he 
found  in  the  liiver  lvol — possess  all  this  Jin 
da  allele  sharpness  to  an  abnormal  degroo.  They 
are,  unless  under  very  favourable  circumstances, 
extremely  hard  to  catch,  although,  as  will  be  seen 
later  on,  they  sometimes  lay  aside  their  caution. 
The  water  of  the  lvol  is  of  extraordinary  clear- 
ness, and  it  will  remain  clear  oven  after  heavy 
rain,  when  the  water  of  the  Ouse,  into  which  it 
runs,  is  quite  discoloured.  This  renders  it  all  the 
more  difficult  to  obtain  sport,  and  consequently 
increases  the  pleasure  of  fishing  in  the  case  of  a 
true  angler. 

The  roach,  too  (and  indeed  all  the  fish  of  this 
river),  are  very  fine,  running  much  larger  than 
the  Ouse  roach.  Making  allowance  for  the  more 
rapid  running  of  the  Ivel,  they  also  seem  to 
possess  strength  far  above  the  average.  I have 
heard  it  suggested  that  they  may  owe  this  to 
the  fact  that  the  water  is  strongly  impregnated 
with  iron.  We  know  that  iron  acts  as  a tonic  in 
the  case  of  human  beings,  but  it  is  for  those  who 
have  a scientific  acquaintance  with  the  piscine 
interior  to  decide  whether  it  has  a similar  action 
in  the  case  of  fish.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Ivel 
roach  and  dace  are  large,  handsome  fish,  which 
afford  excellent  sport  to  the  angler.  And  now  to 
the  more  immediate  point — viz  , a day’s  fishing 
in  the  Ivel,  near  the  village  of  Blunham  (which 
is  the  station  between  Sandy  and  Bedford  on  the 
branch  of  the  L.  and  N.  W.  Railway  which  runs 
from  Cambridge  to  Bletchley). 

It  was  at  9 a m.  on  a fine  morning  at  the 
beginning  of  last  September  that  I met  an  angling 
friend  at  Bedford  station.  We  had  made  the 
arrangement  for  a day’s  fishing  the  night  before, 
and  I,  the  punctual  man,  had  insisted  on  my 
notoriously  unpunctual  friend’s  allowing  plenty 
of  time  in  the  morning  to  catch  the  train.  As  a 
natural  result,  I myself  put  in  an  appearance  just 
as  the  train  entered  the  station,  to  find  that  the 
unpunctu  1 one  had  been  waiting  there  for  ten 
minutes.  I am  very  fond  of  this  particular 
angling  friend.  He  has  what  I have  heard  called 
an  “ angler’s  conscience  ” — is  ever  ready  to  agree 
with  me  as  to  the  weight  of  the  splendid  fish  I 
am  always  losing,  and  will  listen  to  my  account 
of  the  day’s  sport  when  we  arrive  home  at  night 
with  an  unmoved  countenance. 

Unless  one’s  companion  is  altogether  an  angler, 
I think  it  is  more  blessed  to  go  fishing  alone.  A 
day’s  fishing  is  quite  enough  to  absorb  the  whole 
of  one’s  att*  ntion,  for  the  time  being  at  any  rate, 
and  I do  not  like  the  man  who,  when  on  his  way 
to  a good  roach  swim,  will  stop  to  admire  land- 
scapes, old  castles,  village  churches,  and  suchlike 
lusus  natural.  The  true  angler  turns  neither  to 
the  right  nor  to  the  left,  but  makes  straight  for 
the  scene  of  action,  and  plunges  at  once  in 
medias  res  (with,  perhaps,  a brief  and  necessary 
halt  at  the  village  inn  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining bow  many  fish  had  been  caught  in  the 
neighbourhood  the  day  before).  However,  on  this 
occasion  my  companion  is  a true  angler,  and,  on 
arriving  at  Blunham  station,  we  proceed  to  walk 
to  the  mill,  a distance  of  about  a mile  and  a half, 
at  a “good  round”  pace.  There  is  an  oil-cake 
mill  at  Blunham,  but  the  mill  we  go  to  is  farther 
down  the  river,  and  is  an  ordinary  flour  mill. 
The  way  is  very  easy  to  find,  and  anyone  at  the 
station  will  direct  an  angler  unacquainted  with 
the  district.  Arrived  at  the  mill,  we  pay  one 
shilling  each  for  the  right  of  fishing  for  roach, 
dace,  chub,  &c.,  for  t he  day.  If  you  fish  for  pike 
the  charge  is  two  shillings. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  after  such  a dry  summer, 
we  found  the  water  perfectly  clear,  and  could  see 
many  hundreds  of  ro«ch  and  dace,  with  here  and 
there  a rudd,  playing  about  on  the  shallows.  The 
prospect  did  i ot  appear  favourable,  especially  as 
there  was  hardly  any  stream,  the  mill  not  being 
then  at  work.  But  we  resolved  to  do  our  best 
and  to  make  a start  in  the  mill-pit,  where  the 
water  is  of  considerable  depth.  On  the  left  side 
of  the  channel  down  which  the  mill-stream  runs 
there  is  a nut  tree  and  underneath  it  a garden 
seat.  This  is  a favourite  place,  the  shade  of  the 
overhanging  tree  serving  to  counteract  the  clear- 
ness of  the  v\  ater.  There  are  several  other  places, 
both  above  and  below  the  mill,  where  the  angler 
will  at  once  see  his  chance  of  having  sport,  if  he 
uses  the  very  finest  tackle  and  keeps  out  of  sight 
and  quite  still.  On  this  particular  morning  we 


wont  at  once  to  the  nut-tree  swim,  being  careful 
to  put  our  rods  together  some  yards  away  from 
the  river,  for  the  fish  here,  as  I have  already  said, 
aro  very  shy.  J ust  at  this  moment  there  was  a 
sound  as  of  low  thunder  and  a growing  movement 
in  the  water.  The  mill  had  begun  to  work  and 
our  chances  of  sport  were  thereby  much  increased. 

I had  begun  to  put  together  a fly-rod  to  fish  for 
dace,  but  I now  decided  to  wait  a few  minutes 
and  see  how  my  friend  got  on  with  the  roach. 
He  used  a light  roach  rod  with  fine  running  line, 
and  a cast  of  three  yards  of  horse-hair  at  the  end 
of  it.  His  float  was  a small  cork  and  porcupine 
quill,  and  his  hook  a No.  11  Crystal  roach  hook 
(on  hair,  of  course).  With  these  implements  he 
moved  forward  slowly  and  noiselessly,  took  his  seat 
under  the  nut  tree,  and  measured  the  depth  in 
the  ordinary  manner.  Then  he  put  on  one  piece 
of  well  boiled  wheat,  dropped  his  line  into  the 
water,  and  waited.  The  inch  or  so  of  white  quill 
moved  about  among  the  eddies,  and  was  hard  to 
distinguish  from  the  flakes  of  foam  cast  aside  by 
the  stream.  (Here  let  me  say  that  I have  since 
found  a float  with  alternate  rings  of  red  and 
white  at  the  end  the  thing  to  use  in  foaming 
waters.)  For  about  five  minutes  there  was  no 
response  on  the  part  of  the  fish,  and  the  float 
took  its  exercise  undisturbed.  But  suddenly, 
when  almost  in  the  mill-stream,  it  disappeared 
in  that  decided  manner  one  always  associates 
with  rapid  waters.  The  line  tightened,  the  rod 
bent,  and  my  friend  was  a happy  man.  The  fish 
dashed  at  once  into  the  stream,  and  ran  out 
several  yards  of  line.  Then  he  “ easied  ” a little, 
allowing  the  line  to  be  reeled  in,  and  himself  to 
be  gently  guided  round  with  the  swirl  into 
calmer  water,  where,  after  a few  more  sprints,  he  | 
was  safely  brought  to  the  landing  net,  and  turned  j 
out  to  be  a fine  roach  of  fully  a pound  and  a half.  . 
This,  we  thought,  was  not  a bad  beginning.  I j 
waited  and  watched  for  a few  minutes  longer,  j 
during  which  another  roach,  weighing  about  half 
a pound,  was  accounted  for.  Then  I moved  off 
to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  to  try  my  luck  with 
the  artificial  fly. 

A few  yards  above  the  mill  are  some  sluice- 
gates, and.  below  them  a pool,  hollowed  out  to  a 
great  depth  by  the  rush  of  water  when  the  gates 
are  open.  Passing  over  the  small  bridge  above 
the  gates,  I made  my  way  as  quietly  as  possible 
to  the  side  of  the  pool  opposite  the  mill.  There 
is  a sunken  willow-bush  just  below  the  sluice, 
and  close  beside  it  I noticed  the  dark  backs  of 
two  chub,  quite  motionless  and  near  the  top  of  the 
water.  Paying  out  line  and  making  casts  in 
another  direction  until  I had  about  the  proper 
length,  I succeeded  in  dropping  the  end  fly  (a 
small  Black  Palmer)  just  over  the  fish.  One  of 
them  (the  smaller,  of  course)  rose  slowly,  and  I 
could  plainly  see  his  white  jaws  open  as  he  lazily 
sucked  in  the  fly.  After  one  rush  and  a few  dives 
in  the  deep  water,  Mr.  Chub  is  safely  landed,  and 
weighs  about  21b. 

Here  I may  say  that  I have  always  found  small 
Black  and  Brown  Palmers  on  No.  11  hooks  to  be 
by  far  the  most  killing  lures  for  dace,  rudd, 
and  roach ; and  for  chub,  a large  Black  Palmer. 
On  cloudy  days  I have  often  found  a small 
Alexandra  very  effective  with  the  dace. 

Walking  down  to  the  end  of  the  pool,  where  the 
water  is  shallower  and  moves  rapidly  over  a 
bank  of  gravel,  I reopened  the  campaign,  and 
was  into  a decent  fish  the  very  first  cast.  Very 
different,  and  far  more  lively  than  the  chub, 
was  this  fib.  dace.  Its  sides  flashed  like  silver 
as  it  rushed  about  in  the  clear  water.  Without 
moving  from  the  spot,  I succeeded  in  landing 
two  more  dace,  one  larger,  and  the  other  a little 
smaller,  than  the  first.  Then  I went  further 
down  stream,  and  started  again  at  the  head  of  a 
narrow  channel,  between  a small  island  and  the 
mainland.  Here  the  dace  and  roach  appeared  to 
swarm,  and  I caught  fish,  sometimes  two  at  once, 
every  few  casts.  Some  of  the  roach  caught  in 
this  channel  scaled  fully  lib.,  and  they  nearly  all 
fell  victims  to  the  small  Black  Palmer.  On 
reaching  the  end  of  the  island  I noticed  the 
beautiful  red  and  gold  colouring  of  a rudd, 
whose  back  fin  was  almost  on  the  surface  of  the 
water.  He  went  for  the  Black  Palmer  with  a 
rush  the  instant  it  fell  near  him,  and  was  soon 
on  the  grass  at  my  feet — certainly  the  hand- 
somest fish  of  tho  lot,  and  weighing  about  14oz. 

I continued  to  fish  until  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon, when  my  basket,  a large  one,  had  become 


uncomfortably  heavy,  and  I decided  to  give 
roach  fishing  a turn. 

On  arriving  at  the  mill  I found  that  my  friend, 
considering  the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water, 
had  had  very  fair  sport.  He  had  kept  about 
twenty  roach,  and  very  few  of  them  were  under 
ilb.  There  was  one  other  of  1 fib.,  which  looked 
like  the  twin  brother,  or  sister,  of  the  first  fish 
caught.  I left  him  (my  friend  I mean)  under 
the  nut  tree,  and  made  my  way  through  the  mill 
in  order  to  fish  on  the  right  side  of  the  stream. 
The  evening  shadows  were  now  beginning  to 
darken  the  water,  and  in  about  two  hours  it 
would  be  necessary  to  start  for  the  station. 
Taking  the  depth,  I found  about  7ft.  of  water, 
with  a very  irregular  bottom,  covered  in  places 
with  large  stones  and  pieces  of  brickwork.  For 
about  a quarter  of  an  hour  I fished  near  the  bank 
without  result.  I then  drew  the  float  into  the 
millstream,  and  let  it  run  down,  paying  out  line 
from  the  reel.  About  15  yards  out  there  is  an 
eddy,  in  which  a quantity  of  foam  had  collected, 
and  into  which  1 managed  to  guide  the  float. 
Here  it  remained  stationary  for  some  minutes, 
and  I put  down  the  rod  in  order  to  have  both 
hands  free  for  i he  important  operation  of  filling 
and  lighting  a pipe.  But,  just  as  I had  lighted 
the  match,  down  went  the  fl  >at.  Match-box  and 
tobacco-pouch  fell  to  the  ground,  and  I struck 
with  quite  unnecessary  vigour.  At  first  it  seemed 
to  me  that  I had  a fish  of  immense  size,  and  I 
thought  rapidly  of  61b.  chub  and  large  bream 
hooked  in  a fin.  But  at  the  end  of  a long  line 
and  in  a rapid  stream  a small  fish  appears  very 
powerful,  and  I soon  brought  to  the  net — neither 
a large  chub  nor  a foul-hooked  bream — but  a nice 
roach  of  Ilb.,  another  victim  to  a single  grain  of 
well  boiled  wheat. 

This  was  the  last  fish  of  the  day.  My  friend,  only 
separated  from  me  by  the  width  of  the  mill- 
stream,  agreed  with  me  that  we  should  have  con- 
tinued to  land  fine  roach  for  an  indefinite  period 
but  for  a certain  disturbing  cause,  which  I now 
proceed  to  specify.  But  first  let  me  make  it 
plain  that  I am  not  a misogynist.  Under  ordi- 
nary circumstances  I adore  the  sex,  but  prefer  it 
to  be  at  a distance  when  I am  roach  fishing.  On 
this  particular  occasion  we  owed  our  discom- 
fiture to  a “ lady  angler,”  who  suddenly  ap- 
proached, admired  our  fish,  threw  in  her  own 
ungainly  fishing  apparatus  close  to  my  float,  and 
entered  at  once  into  an  amicable,  though  one- 
sided, conversation.  She  was  possessed  of  a 
capacity  for  what  is  aptly  termed  “ small  talk,” 
even  above  the  average  of  her  sex.  Noticing  that 
the  breeze  was  setting  from  me  to  her,  I blew 
large  clouds  from  my  pipe,  and  “ hoped  she 
didn’t  object  to  smoking.”  My  friend  also  started 
one  of  his  own  particular  cigars,  which,  though  it 
spoilt  the  flavour  of  my  pipe,  had  no  effect  upon 
the  fair  one,  who  was  evidently  accustomed  to 
odours  of  that  kind,  for  she  continued  to  fish 
vultu  nihil  mutato  with  most  of  her  top  joint 
under  water,  and  never  leaving  the  line  in  the 
same  place  for  more  than  ten  seconds.  We  saw 
that  chances  of  sport  were  at  an  end,  so  com- 
menced to  pack  up  in  grim  silence — so  far  as  we 
were  concerned. 

It  was  now  getting  dusk.  Wishing  the  lady 
“good  sport,”  with  sarcastic  politeness,  we  left 
her  in  possession  of  the  field  and  walked  slowly  to 
Blunham  station.  On  the  way  we  agreed 
together  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  fishing 
these  waters  after  a heavy  rain.  With  the  water 
high  and  slightly  coloured,  I am  sure  a pheno- 
menal take  of  roach  might  be  expected,  especially 
with  both  mill  at  work  and  sluices  open. 

I may  add,  in  conclusion,  firstly,  that  refresh- 
ments can  be  obtained  at  the  mill,  where  also 
furnished  apartments  can  be  had  ; secondly,  that 
there  is  excellent  fishing  to  be  had,  for  a small 
daily  charge,  at  Tempsford,  on  the  Ouse,  about 
a mile  and  a half  from  Blunham  Mill.  There  is 
also  first-rate  fishing  to  be  had  for  Is.  a day  at 
Great  Barford, a village,  also  on  the  Ouse,  within 
two  miles  of  Blunham  station.  At  this  latter 
place  I have  caught  chub  with  an  artificial  fly  up 
to  5flb.  in  weight,  and  have  seen  many  hundred- 
weights of  bream,  for  which  I never  fish  myself, 
taken  from  a hole  close  to  the  high  road.  It  may 
reassure  an  intending  visitor  to  know  that  both 
at  Tempsford  and  Great  Barford  there  is  an  inn 
closo  to  tho  river.  1 have  spent  many  dolightful 
days  at  the  Anchor,  Tempsford. 

Boiled  Wheat. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  plaoes,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

✓ 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  „ Richmond. 

Add<45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add<80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

j smith.  / ham. 

v50  ,,  „ Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time 

of  High 

Water  at  London 

Bridge. 

Morning 

Evening. 

Saturday, 

Sept.  15 

2.  8 ... 

2.23 

Sunday, 

„ 16 

2.36  ... 

2.50 

Monday, 

17 

3.  5 ... 

3.19 

Tuesday, 

„ 18 

3.35  .... 

3.52 

4.  8 ... 

4.24 

Thursday, 

;;  20 

4.39  ... 

4.57 

Friday, 

„ 21 

5 14  ... 

5.34 

High  Water  at 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning 

Evening. 

Saturday, 

Sept.  15 

2.48  ... 

3.  3 

Sunday, 

„ 16 

3.30 

Monday, 

,,  17 

3.45  ... 

3.59 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks  — The  condi- 
tion of  the  river  during  the  last  week  has  not  been 
suitable  for  angling,  and  in  some  portions  the  results 
have  been  of  a very  meagre  character.  The  water  has 
been  described  as  low  and  bright,  and  requiring  a good 
amount  of  rain  ; but  in  the  tidal  waters  it  has  been 
thick  and  discoloured.  There  is,  however,  something 
to  say  about  the  perch.  When  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Chelsea  Waterworks  at  Sunbury  were  netted  some  years 
ago  a large  quantity  of  fine  perch,  fish  of  21b.  and 
upwards,  were  placed  therefrom  into  the  Thames,  and 
it  is  strange  that  of  late  years  so  few  really  good  speci- 
mens have  been  caught  by  the  anglers.  This  season, 
however,  has  been  an  exception,  and  there  has  scarcely 
been  a week  without  the  capture  of  some  really  good 
fish.  It  is  only  a few  weeks  since  one  of  21b.  5oz. 
was  taken  at  Hampton  from  Tagg’s  Island,  and 
several  of  ljlb.  and  lflb.  each  at  Walton,  Hampton, 
Kingston,  Teddington,  and  Twickenham.  In  this 
week’s  returns  it  will  be  found  that  one  of  21b.  lOoz.  has 
been  taken  at  Hampton,  and  one  of  21b.  ljoz.  at  Kings- 
ton. I am  quite  sure  that  at  one  of  these  nettings  I 
had  in  my  own  hand  perch  of  31b.  each,  and  I was 
desirous  of  having  one  set  up  as  a specimen,  but  the  late 
Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley  objected  to  it,  on  the  ground  they 
were  all  given  to  the  river,  and  we  had  no  right  to  take 
one  away.  Hampton  has  generally  been  noted  for  big 
perch.  I can  remember  the  time  when  the  late  Mr. 
Maddison  Merton,  fishing  with  William  Milbourne,  and 
with  two  hooks  on  his  line,  caught  at  one  time  two 
fine  perch  of  equal  size  and  weighing  61b.  During  the 
present  season  a goodly  number  ot  perch  have  been 
taken  at  Kingston  in  the  general  results  —it  has  been 
the  case  each  week,  and  is  so  in  the  present  one.  So 
many  of  our  anglers  are  away  at  the  present  time,  and 
of  the  class  who  have  been  credited  with  the  best  sport, 
and  successful  angling  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
those  who  thoroughly  go  in  for  it. — B. 

Thames  (Hampton). — Mr  Steer  has  taken  a fine 
specimen  perch  weighing  21b.  10oz.,  and  one  of  the  bank 
anglers  in  the  day  a barbel  of  71b..  and  another  of  5£lb. 

(Hampton  Couct). — Fishing  at  Hampton 

Court,  on  Tuesday,  I caught  three  and  a half  dozen  splen- 
did roach  (heaviest  lib.  2oz  ).  On  Wednesday,  two  and  a 
half  dozen  (heaviest  lib.  3oz.),  all  splendid  fish,  nothing 
under  Jib.,  taken  with  the  crust  of  bread.  The  fish  will 
not  feed  until  late  in  the  evening.  Water  rather  on  the 
bright  side.  It  is  best  to  fish  in  rather  deep  water,  and 
as  near  the  weeds  as  possible. — E.  Oraner. 

(Kingston). — J.  Wilkes,  in  four  days,  three 

brace  of  perch  (the  largest  fish  21b.  ljoz.),  thirteen 
bream,  two  jack,  six  dozen  of  roach,  and  six  dozen  of 
gudgeon.  John  Johnson  in  the  week,  eleven  barbel,  five 
chub,  eleven  brace  of  perch,  two  bream,  and  three  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Knight,  twelve  bream,  eight 
brace  of  perch,  six  jack,  five  barbel,  ten  dozen  of 
gudgeon,  and  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  N. 
Bolton,  five  jack  (the  largest  61b.),  eight  brace  of  perch, 
four  bream  (the  largest  4|lb.),  and  fourteen  dozen  of 
fine  gudgeon. — B. 

(Heading). — Condition  of  water  does  not  im- 
prove, indeed  it  reminds  one  of  a natural  looking-glass. 
Sport  in  consequence  is  at  a standstill.  The  Reading 
Waltonians  decided  a peg-down  roach  competition  on 
Sunday,  when  about  twenty  of  their  number  indulged  in 
a pleasant  outing  in  the  Oaks  Reach,  Mapledurham.  A 
miserable  day’s  sport  was  the  result,  as  Mr.  Cox  took 
first  prize  with  a take  of  14oz.,  an  ounce  behind  was  Mr. 
Bayent,  second,  and  Mr.  Collirn*,  third  with  8Joz. 

(Richmond). — Job  Brain,  during  the  week, 

has  compiled  a total  of  341b.  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

■ (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  the 

week,  fifteen  barbel,  seven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  a 
few  gudgeon  and  perch.  Mr.  Bolt,  in  three  days,  with 
Edward  Clark,  thirty-four  barbel,  nine  bream,  and 
seventeen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  E.  White,  in 


one  day,  seven  jack,  eight  fine  roach,  one  chub,  and  a 
few  gudgeon. — B. 

(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  one  day,  with 

Mrs.  Murphy,  six  dozen  of  dace,  throo  barbel,  and  one 
jack  ; another  day,  with  the  brothers  Horn,  eight  dozen 
of  dace,  one  brace  of  jack,  and  a barbel ; half  a day 
with  Mr.  Port,  three  dozen  of  dace ; another  day  with 
Mr.  Port  and  Mr.  Cole,  eight  dozen  of  fine  roach  and 
dace,  and  one  barbel ; another  day  with  Mr.  Atkins,  six 
dozen  of  gudgeon  and  three  dozen  of  dace  ; and  half 
a day  with  Dr.  Parkhurst,  four  jack,  the  largest 
6jlb. — B. 

(Twickenham). — Samuel  Cole,  in  the  week, 

ten  barbel  (the  largest  61b.),  thirteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  two  bream  ; John  Spong,  in  four  days, 
401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  one  jack  ; C. 
Brown,  in  four  and  a half  days,  401b.  of  roa'ch  and  dace, 
four  barbel,  a jack  of  5flb.  ; Mr.  Daire,  a few  roach 
and  dace  and  a perch  of  1 Jib.  ; Mr.  Clarke,  in  one  day, 
eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel ; J.  Dunn 
in  four  days,  281b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Coxen,  in  two 
and  a half  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  bream  ; 
H.  Spiers,  in  the  week,  601b.  of  roach  and  dace,  eight 
barbel,  and  two  bream.  The  bank  anglers  have  done 
well  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  bream,  and  barbel. — B. 

(Walton). — R.  Whatford,  in  three  days, 

fifteen  dozen  of  roach,  one  brace  of  perch,  and  two 
barbel ; and  another  day  five  dozen  of  roach  and  one 
barbel  ; Searle,  in  one  day,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  two 
barbel  of  31b.  each  ; John  Hone,  two  dozen  of  roach  and 
a couple  of  barbel ; and  George  Hone,  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  two  barbel. — B. 

Windsor  District.  — Fine  autumn  weather  is 
favouring  the  angler  here,  but  baskets  are  very  meagre, 
and  until  some  severe  frost  comes  the  weeds  will  be 
found  a perfect  nuisance.  I tried  spinning  the  other 
evening  with  another  enthusiast,  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Bristol, 
but  weeds  too  dense,  both  growing  and  floating ; the 
latter,  of  course,  due  to  the  heavy  traffic  on  the  river. 
Some  nice  dace,  roach,  and  chub  may  be  picked  up  in 
the  channel  ; but,  as  soon  as  your  punt  is  fixed,  along 
comes  the  launch,  and  you  are  adrift  unless  you  jump 
up  each  time  and  untie.  Gudgeon  feed  very  well,  if  six 
dozen  in  three  hours  to  two  rods  be  thought  good. 

Thames,  &c.  (Gloucestershire).  — Since  Sept.  1 
angling  in  these  parts  has  been  quiet.  Here  and  there 
some  nice  takes  of  roach  and  chub  are  reported,  and 
one  or  two  fly  experts  have  been  successful  with  the  big 
chub,  notably  Mr.  Keller,  near  Lechlade.  The  Sedge, 
Brown  Alder  and  Black,  and  the  Pale  Autumn  Dun  may 
be  seen  out  in  good  numbers  every  evening.  Mr.  A.  H. 
lies,  on  the  Fairford  public  water,  killed  a 21b.  trout. 

Ancholme  District. — Pike  fishing  has  been  very 
good  of  late.  Mr.  George  Clark,  of  Brigg,  took  no 
less  than  twenty  in  the  course  of  two  days’  fishing, 
trolling  and  live  baiting.  A few  small  matches  have 
been  fished,  but  the  results  are  hardly  worth  recording. 

I had  another  day  at  Croxby  Lake,  but  only  got  five 
perch,  fishing  from  the  shore.  Messrs.  Sharpley  and 
friends,  fishing  from  boat,  got  sixteen.  Perch  are  un- 
certain biters.  On  a former  occasion  this  season  I got 
102  in  less  time. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — A very  quiet  week.  There  is 
plenty  of  water  everywhere,  but  the  season  for  peal  is 
as  nearly  as  possible  ended.  Lots  of  these  fish  are 
about,  but  very  few  of  them  are  fresh  run.  Some  ran 
up  with  the  last  spring  tide,  and  fish  of  1 Jib.  and  If,' lb. 
were  taken.  Occasional  runs  of  these  fish  haveoccurred 
as  late  as  the  end  of  October,  but  this  year  there  has 
been  every  facility  for  running,  and  the  influx  is  now 
almost  exhausted.  A better  season  for  sea  trout  has  not 
been  known.  Salmon  fishing  is  still  in  the  prospective, 
but  next  month  and  November  should  be  useful  months. 
— Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales). — The  weather  keeps  very 
fine,  and  salmon  fishing  is  at  a standstill.  Mr.  G.  A. 
Linguard  killed  one  on  Saturday,  with  9ft.  trout  rod, 
while  fishing  for  trout ; it  gave  him  good  fun  for  half  an 
hour  ; it  weighed  7 Jib.  The  grayling  are  doing  fairly 
well.  Mr.  Crompton,  in  four  days,  thirty-two  fish,  221b. ; 
Mr.  Greening,  in  three  days,  fifteen  fish,  91b.  ; Mr. 
Burton,  brace  trout,  2£lb. ; Mr.  Bell,  six  fish,  51b. 
Other  anglers  have  done  fairly  well.  Best  lure  worm  on 
Steward  tackle. — Hugh  Williams. 

Derwent,  Malton  (Yorks). — We  have  at  length 
had  a good  fresh,  and  the  water  is  now  fining  down,  and 
is  already  in  first-rate  order. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  hear  of  good  sport  on 
the  lower  Dove  this  week.  Two  dishes  of  eight  and  a 
half  and  six  and  a half  brace  respectively  were  taken  on 
the  Norbury  length  yesterday  (Wednesday).  The  Red 
Spinner  and  Coachman  seem  to  be  the  most  killing  flies. 
Weather  and  water  are  both  favourable  for  greyling 
fishing.  More  water  would  be  an  improvement  for  trout. 
— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 

There  were  any  quantity  of  salmon  and  sewin  jumping 
at  the  weirs  last  Saturday  after  the  previous  night’s 
flood.  A few  sewin  were  taken  with  worm  in  the  thick 
water.  Sport  should  be  good  during  the  coming  week. 
— H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Fair  quantities  of  salmon  and 
salmon  trout  have  now  reached  the  upper  streams  and 
pools  of  the  Esk,  and  some  good  sport  is  being  obtained. 
Among  the  most  successful  anglers  are  Mr.  Harland,  Mr. 
R.  B.  L.  Johnston,  Col.  Watson,  Mr  R.  Linton,  Mr. 
Joshua  Moore,  Mr.  C.  Marks,  Mrs.  Keighley,  Mr.  G. 
Berryman,  Mr.  Rastall,  jun.,  Mr.  Baker. — John  J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Trouting  being  now 
practically  over  in  most  districts,  coarse  fishing  is  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  best  sport  has  been  had  with 
the  roach,  some  of  the  Canal  anglers  securing  lots  of 


from  101b.  to  201b.  weight,  the  biggest  bags  being  made 
on  creed  wheat.  Perch  have  also  been  taken  in  large 
numbers,  but  no  size. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — Good  lots  of 
roach  are  again  recorded  from  different  roaches  of  the 
Forty-foot,  the  best  bags  being  made  at  Donington 
Bridge  and  Hubbert’s  Bridge.  Perch  ate  plentiful. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Surfleet  district  on  the 
Glenn.  Creed  wheat  is  the  best  bait. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Local  anglers  are  having  fair 
sport  below  Retford  and  about  Bollam.  On  the  upper 
reaches  grayling  are  getting  some  attention,  and  a few 
brace  are  recorded  for  last  week,  and  about  Eaton  there 
have  been  a few  chub  taken.  Water  in  good  condition. 
— L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  North  Wales  (via  Oswestry).— 

On  Friday,  Messrs.  Lloyd  Williams  and  Evans  caught 
five  fish  weighing  31b.  4dz.  On  Saturday,  Sept.  8,  the 
hotel  boatmen  were  out  catching  trout  for  the  Duke  of 
York’s  luncheon  at  Liverpool.  On  Monday  Mr.  Douglas 
Mappin  caught  twelve,  91b.  ; Tuesday,  Miss  Smith  and 
Mr.  H.  Mappin,  thirteen,  101b. ; Miss  Sybel  Mappin  and 
Mr.  Stanley  Mappin,  thirteen,  91b.  ; Mr.  Roscoe,  two 
(his  best  fish  taken  with  the  fly),  weighing  lib.  4oz. — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — As  far  as  the  weather  was  con- 
cerned, last  Sunday  turned  out  about  as  unfavourable 
for  angling  as  it  possibly  could  be.  With  the  intention 
of  having  a good  look  round,  and  possibly  doing  a bit  of 
fishing  with  some  friends,  I found  myself  weather-bound 
at  Waltham  Abbey.  In  the  early  part  of  the  morning 
a few  nice  fish  had  been  taken  with  the  caddis  bait,  one 
angler  having  a dozen  good  dace,  and  another  a nice  lot 
of  roach.  From  other  places,  I have  heard  of  but  little 
having  been  done  ; nothing  worth  mentioning  from  the 
upper  portions  of  either  Lea  or  Stort,  only  a few  nice 
roach  from  the  Rib  at  Wade’s  Mill.  The  lower  part  of 
the  Navigation  water  at  Tottenham  and  Edmonton  has 
again  fished  well,  most  anglers  who  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week  have  had  nice  takes  of  roach,  and  a jack 
or  two  up  to  about  41b.  have  been  taken.  The  water  is 
in  capital  order,  and  the  weather  more  promising. — ■ 
Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
cold  nights  have  brought  the  grayling  on  the  feed,  and 
they  sport  well  at  the  Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Twist,  and 
Red  Tag.  Bottom  fishing  is  slow,  but  sport  has  been 
had  with  grasshopper,  and  some  fine  lots  of  grayling 
have  been  taken.  The  Pinsley  is  running  in  good 
fishing  order. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 

Rivers  in  splendid  order.  Grayling  rising  fairly  well ; 
some  good  baskets  made.  Best  killing  flies:  August 
Dun,  Silver  Dun,  and  Red  Tag  ; others  on  are  Female 
Willow,  Pale  September  Dun,  Blue  Gnat,  Green  Insect, 
and  Little  Hare’s  Ear  Dun  with  Spinners.  Sink  and 
draw  fishing  good  for  big  fish.  Sept.  9. — R.  T.  W. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  is  now  in  good  con- 
dition, all  the  repairs  naving  been  finished,  and  the 
waters  allowed  to  regain  their  proper  condition.  There 
is  a little  likelihood  of  the  upper  waters  being  again 
drawn  off  next  week,  but  I hope  it  will  turn  out  a 
mistake.  Sunday  fishing  is  now  allowed  on  the  race- 
course and  in  its  neighbourhood  by  day  tickets  or 
season.  A few  bream,  notably  one  of  5Jlb-,  have  been 
taken,  and  also  a few  roach.  Baits  : gentles  and  wheat. 
— R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  weather  was  very  un- 
settled here  last  week,  and  we  had  several  sharp 
showers,  which  livened  the  fish  up  and  made  them  in  a 
better  humour  to  take  the  bait.  The  river  is  in  a pretty 
fair  condition.  Some  good  catches  of  perch  have  been 
reported,  and  roach  and  bream  are  also  biting  freely, 
the  latter  especially.  The  Whittlesey  Angling  Society 
held  a match  last  week,  when  some  good  specimen  fish 
were  taken. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Denver). — The  weeds  are  fast  disappearing, 
and  some  good  sport  is  being  had  amongst  the  roach  and 
bream.  Two  nice  pike,  I am  told,  were  secured  on  Mon- 
day, and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  excellent 
doings  with  these  voracious  feeders.  Weather  all  that 
can  be  desired. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  — These 
rivers  are  just  now  in  capital  condition  for  angling,  and 
the  genial  weather  we  are  having  has  caused  not  a few 
fly-fishermen  to  turn  out.  Some  heavy  takes  of  coarse 
fish  are  recorded  from  the  Ouse  and  Derwent,  Messrs. 
Swales  and  Nendick,  on  three  or  four  occasions  lately, 
taking  over  a stone  of  roach  and  dace  each  from  the 
drain  swims  of  the  former  river,  Mr.  C.  W.  Arminson 
performing  a similar  feat  in  the  Lower  Derwent. — 
Ronald. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— Dr.  Van  Bergin  has  been 
among  the  chub  again  ; he  has  succeeded  in  landing,  with 
the  fly,  fourteen  fine  fish,  ranging  from  two  to  three  and 
a halt  pounds  each.  The  roach  and  bream  have  been  off 
for  some  time,  but  the  roach  have  shown  themselves  to- 
day in  good  form,  a good  sample  of  them  was  caught  in 
Mackrill’s  Pool,  and  the  best  fish  were  caught  by  a 
lady. — W.  Docker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  very  clear,  and 
sport  during  the  week  has  been  very  poor  indeed  ; beyond 
a very  nice  catch  of  roach  by  Mr.  Storey  on  Monday 
last,  I have  heard  of  nothing  worth  reporting.  A few 
members  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association  fished 
a pegged-down  match  on  Wednesday  ; only  three  fish  up 
to  standard  were  weighed-in.  Good  sport  will  not  again 
be  general  until  we  get  more  colour  in  the  water. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  thus  clear  that 
sport  is  at  a standstill.  I have  not  heard  of  anything 
to  record  during  the  week.  A peg-down  match  with 
members  of  the  Association  took  place  on  the  12th,  nine 
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ontorod,  only  four  (ihIioiI,  and,  sport  boing  bad,  tho  first 
prizo  was  taken  with  two  rouoh  just  reaohing  tho 
standard,  aiiout  floz. , and  second  prize,  ono  roach  just 
ovor  tho  standard,  which  is  to  provo  that  sport  is  any- 
thing but. good.  Small  piko  aro  feeding.  II.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Rivor  in  splendid  condition, 
roach  been  fooding  pretty  woll,  and  among  others  a 
vory  nice  porch  taken,  ‘21b.  6oz.,  during  tho  weok,  and 
jaok  getting  greedy  as  tho  cold  weatho"  is  sotting  in, 
ono  gentlemen  getting  fivo  fish,  largest  tijlb.— A.  ScARD. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
H6ch).  With  tho  exception  of  a fow  slight  showers  tho 
woatbor  is  all  that  possibly  could  be  desired,  and  all 
those  rivors  oontinuo  in  good  condition.  Rumour  has 
it  that  our  new  water  bailiff  — Mr.  Trnmper  — has 
pounced  on  about  a dozen  gentlemen  visitors  angling 
without  the  2s.  licence,  and  that  proceedings  are  likely 
to  bo  taken  against  them  in  tho  police-court  ; and  now 
that  the  Severn  Fishery  Hoard  have  decided  to  omploy 
a solicitor  to  conduct  all  prosecutions  ordored  by  tho 
board,  it  is  hoped  that  cases  in  future  will  not  break 
down  for  want  of  being  properly  brought  forward. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley. — During  tho  past  weok,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  hot  weather  and  tho  brightness  and 
calmness  of  the  Ley,  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  as 
for  sevoral  previous  weeks.  Nevertheless,  a fair  quota 
of  piko,  perch,  and  rudd  have  been  taken  by  Messrs 
Ashwell,  Banbury,  Baxter,  London,  the  latter  taking 
four  piko  in  ono  day,  spinning,  largest  61b.  ; others  two 
and  three  per  day  and  many  rudd. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  water  is  not  so  clear  as  last 
week.  Several  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week, 
Mr.  Scott  ono  jack  31b.  and  a roach  of  lOoz.  A member 
of  the  Royal  Oak  on  Tuesday  caught  101b.  roach 
(heaviest  lib.  8|oz.) ; F.  Mortlock,  71b.  on  Saturday,  and 
on  Wednesday  41b. — D.  Springham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  perch  have  com- 
menced feeding  better  now  that  the  weeds  are  beginning 
to  die  down,  and  several  have  been  taken,  one  weighing 
close  on  21b.  Pike  are  also  feeding  where  they  can  be 
got  at,  one  of  4Jlb.  being  taken,  but  there  are  too  many 
weeds  at  present  for  much  jacking.  Roach  and  bream 
are  dead  off. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— We 
have  had  a fortunate  week  in  the  way  of  weather,  and 
with  the  bracing  air  of  the  early  morning  life  has  been 
infused  into  both  fish  and  fishermen.  Bream  and  roach 
are  feeding  well  in  most  districts.  Visitors  to  the  Ouse 
have  had  good  sport,  and  several  roach  of  over  lib. 
have  been  taken,  and  baskets  of  mixed  fish  up  to 
161b.  have  been  notified  me.  The  Arun  is  now  well 
atronised,  and  anglers  have  been  well  rewarded  with 
oth  bream  and  roach.  A roach  of  21b.  2oz.  was 
taken  from  near  Stoke  on  Monday,  and  from  the  Billing- 
hurst  water  pike  up  to  6jlb.  are  recorded.  Good 
roaching  has  been  obtained  on  the  Arun  ; the  canal  at 
Chichester  is  somewhat  clouded  from  the  effect  of  the 
drainage  works,  but  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
lower  reach.  A number  of  small  bass  have  been  caught 
in  the  harbonrs. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rivers  are  in  good  condition, 
but  the  fish  have  not  come  to  the  fly  nor  bait.  I saw 
some  beautiful  salmon  captured  by  the  netmen.  A 
friend  of  mine  took  eighty-six  dace  in  the  Taw,  with 
bait,  and  there  is  all  probability  of  his  taking  hundreds 
this  week,  as  it  is  a fishing  not  much  known  in  Devon. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— There  has 
been  no  sport  during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  very 
low  state  of  the  river. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  a nice  level.  Bottom  fishers  have  used  worm 
and  wasp  grub.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good  in 
the  morning.  In  the  water  below  Ludford  some  good 
tront  and  grayling  have  been  taken.  At  Ashford  sport 
has  been  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  in  good  order. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
in  fine  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  good 
for  grayling  [fishing,  and  they  have  sported  well  at  the 
fly.  A good  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  river,  and 
good  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken.  Grasshopper  fishing 
is  improving.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  a’  e all  iu 
order. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  Trent  is  running  low  and 
exceptionally  fine,  but  barbel  fishing  shows  no  improve- 
ment. Roach  are  giving  excellent  sport,  some  capital 
bags  being  made  daily,  chiefly  from  above  the  town, 
Mr.  David  Slater,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  securing 
twenty -two  splendid  fish.  Pike  fishermen  have  com- 
menced operations,  but  the  weeds  are  a terrible  source 
of  annoyance.  A few  have  been  taken  both  spinning 
and  live  baiting  from  the  Mustcham  water,  best  5|lb.  by 
Mr.  A.  H.  Elliss.  Chub  and  bream  fishing  unsatis- 
factory. The  first  of  the  home  and  home  contests 
between  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Associa- 
tion and  the  Newark  Piscatorials  takes  place  on  Thurs- 
day next  in  the  water  of  the  former  club  at  Sbardlow. 

It  has  resolved  itself  into  a six-a-side  contest  pegged- 
down  for  four  hours. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (Usk)  • — The  water  is  sinking  fast,  and  only  a 
few  salmon  have  been  captured  during  tho  past  week. 
Another  freshet  is  necessary  before  anything  like  sport 
can  be  obtained.  The  largest  salmon  kill,  d this  week 
was  by  Mr.  Collingwood,  32Jlb.,  in  the  weir  run.  Col.  nel 
Rocke,  General  Mignon,  and  a few  others,  on  the  upper 
waters,  have  had  from  one  to  two  salmon. — T. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Mr.  Charles  Smith,  of  Walliam 
Green,  on  Sept.  0 took  as  nice  a show  of  bream  aH  I have 
seen  for  a long  time.  There  were  eight  weighing  1.91b., 
and  several  smaller.  Mr.  Alfred  Izzard,  four  bream 
7i'lb.,  besides  some  good  roach  (these  fish  wore  taken  in 


tho  early  morning)  ; Mr.  Cooper,  a nice  jack  about  41b. ; 
Mr.  Ilovio,  bream,  111b.  besides  several  good  eels. — A. 
Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — There  has  been 
angling  at  most  stations  between  Lincoln  and  Boston, 
the  falling  off  being  chiefly  at  the  luttor  town.  At 
Stixwold  there  has  been  good  sport  recently,  but 
Soutbery  and  Kirkstcad  havo  suffered  from  match- 
fishing.  On  tho  Fossdyke  sport  is  better,  The  upper 
Witham  is  too  low  and  fino  for  good  fishing. — Luoi. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Brighton.  — Whiting  pout  and  small  bream  are 
plentiful,  plaico  modorately  so.  Silver  whiting  are 
showing  up,  and  a few  of  largo  size  have  been  taken  by 
boat  anglers  during  the  past  week.  There  is  a very 
good  ground  about  a mile  and  a half  off  the  Kemp  Town 
shore  where  conger  up  to  61b.,  weevor,  whiting,  &c.,  are 
being  taken  on  lug  worm  or  mussel. — H. 

Deal.  Tho  fishing  here  is  setting  in  fairly  on  the 
pier,  also  by  boat.  Messrs.  Crnicksbank,  Osbourn,  and 
another  recently  landed  with  twelve  score  and  three  for 
a two  and  a half  hours'  outing. — Chas.  Evans. 

Dublin . — Sport  continues  grand  here,  and  the  takes  of 
all  classes  of  the  finny  tribe  are  highly  satisfactory. 
Largo  numbers  of  lines  are  along  the  coast,  the  sounds 
at  Dalbey  and  Greystones  being  most  favoured.  The 
autumn  mackerel  fishery  has  opened  most  auspicously 
along  the  south-west  coast. 

Fowey  (Cornwall) — The  weather  keeps  fine,  and 
boat  anglers  are  having  first-rate  sport  among  the 
pollack  and  whiting,  which  are  both  very  plentiful. — H. 

Hastings. — Sea  fishing  has  never  been  known  to  be 
so  good  here  as  during  the  last  month.  It  is  quite  the 
usual  thing  for  the  boat  anglers  to  return  with  over  200 
fish  of  various  kinds.  Gurnards  especially  are  plenti- 
ful. On  Monday  I saw  a splendid  plaice  of  31b.  weight 
that  had  been  taken  from  the  pier  ; also  a sole  of  21b., 
measuring  18in.  Pier  fishing  is  well  followed  up  • 
plenty  of  bass  are  to  be  seen  under  the  piers,  and 
several  have  been  captured.  Plaice  dabs  and  codling 
are  also  well  on  the  feed.  Lug  is  the  most  successful 
bait. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Mevagissey. — About  thirty  small  sailing  and  rowing 
boats  are  now  daily  employed  on  the  line  fishery  for 
mackerel,  which  are  now  very  plentiful  not  far  from 
shore  in  Mevagissey  Bay.  Most  of  the  boats  are  taken 
up  by  amateur  fishermen  from  London  and  the  pro- 
vinces at  a weekly  rate,  including  the  boatmen’s  pay 
also.  The  sport  is  excellent,  as  other  fish,  including 
pollack,  “chad”  and  dabs,  may  be  likewise  caught. 
Good  supplies  of  pilchard  are  being  taken  by  the  drift 
boats. — J.  B. 

Penzance  (Cornwall).— Mackerel  are  pretty  plenti- 
ful in  the  bay,  and  heavy  takes  of  pilchard  continue  to 
be  made  by  the  netsmen. — H. 

Plymouth.— Whiting  can  still  be  caught  in  any 
numbers.  A friend  of  mine  was  fishing  off  the  pro- 
menade pier  just  where  the  yachts  are  anchored,  and 
caught  sixteen  dozen,  taking  three  to  four  at  a haul  ; 
he  also  had  some  fine  plaice.  Grey  mullet  are  being 
taken  at  the  Great  Western  Docks  and  off  the  pier  at 
Turnchaple,  using  as  bait  small  bits  of  mud  worm. 
Mackerel  are  paying  us  another  visit,  and  several  dozen 
have  been  caught.  Chad  (or  young  bream)  are  now 
taken  in  great  abundance  by  the  fisherman,  who,  with 
his  paternoster  line  and  bit  of  mudworm,  takes  them 
three  or  four  at  a time  as  fast  as  he  can  pull  them  in. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  includes  sole, 
flounder,  plaice,  dab,  marysole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill’ 
conger  eel,  trout,  launce,  pollack,  coalfish,  lythe,  hake] 
whiting,  chad,  and  bream  in  general,  wrasses  in  general, 
bass,  surmullet,  mullet,  atherine,  scad,  dory,  tub,  piper, 
red  gurnard,  sharpnosed  ray,  skate,  homelyn  ray,  sprat,’ 
herring,  pilchard,  twaite,  shad,  anchovy. — William 
Hearder. 

Portmagee.— Sport  has  been  good,  especially  in  the 
late  evenings.  Mackerel  are  very  numerous,  and 
several  scores  of  them  were  had  by  anglers  while  troll- 
ing for  pollack.  Gurnard,  bream,  whiting,  and  pollack 
are  very  numerous  here  at  present. — T.  J.  D. 

Scarborough.. — Splendid  sport  has  been  had  during 
the  past  fortnight.  Whiting,  gurnard,  and  haddock  are 
now  plentiful.  Rock  cod  are  very  early  this  season. 

In  a recent  fishing  match  with  members  of  the  Sea 
Anglers’  Society,  Mr.  F.  Grant  carried  off  the  first 
prize  with  331b.  of  fish;  Mr.  R.  Bent,  second,  with 
311b.  ; Mr.  R.  Clarke,  third,  with  30Jlb. — H. 

Southsea  and  District.— The  hshing  here  during 
the  past  week  has  been  good.  Mackerel  are  to  be  taken 
closer  to  the  shore  than  any  year  I have  known.  The 
sailing  boats  are  doing  weli  with  spinning  baits  or  a 
piece  of  mackerel  from  near  the  tail.  Bass  are  taking 
well,  if  not  very  large.  Shore  fishing,  the  water  being 
bright,  has  not  been  so  good.  From  the  piers  a few 
pollack  , dabs,  and  eels.  The  moats  at  Gosport  are  now 
worth  fishing.  Lee-on-Solent  quiet.  Lug  worms,  rag, 
and  fresh  herring  are  best  baits. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Valentia.  — Pollacking  has  afforded  much  sport 
during  the  past  week.  Bottom  fishers  have  done  well 
outside  the  harbour  at  gurnard,  whiting,  bream,  and 
cod.  Horse  mackerel  have  been  got  by  anglers  on  a few 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Whitby  . — Some  exceedingly  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  both  in  tho  roads  and  in  the  tidal  river.  Fish 
take  freely  almost  any  kind  of  bait,  particularly  fresh 
herring  and  mussel. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 
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SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— A rise  in  the  river 
last  week  gave  the  needed  impetus  to  the  back-end 
fishing,  and  now  sport  is  rife  well  into  the  middle 
reaches.  The  fish  are  of  excellent  quality  and  shape 
and,  although  there  is  a run  of  small  fish— grilse  in  fact 
—yet  some  very  pretty  real  heavy  autumn  beauties 
have  been  landed.  The  prospects  of  a good  autumn  are 
very  good,  and  sport  cannot  fail  to  he  rife  now  right  up  to 
the  close  some  six  weekH  hence.  On  the  Aboyno  section 
General  Wilkin  landed  two  small  fish  of  61b.  and  71b 
On  the  Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  E.  Jf . Gayton,  London 
creeled  one  of  71b.  on  Thursday,  and  a beauty  of  201b’ 
on  Saturday,  fresh  from  the  sea.  On  Kincardine 
Lodge  water  Mrs.  Pickering  landed  a nice  fish  of  111b 
while  Mr.  William  Lamond  bad  one  of  81b.  on  Ballogie 
water  on  Saturday  ; and  another  of  101b.  on  Kincardine 
Lodge  water  on  Monday.  On  Ballogie  section  on  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Wm.  Blacklaws,  sen.,  creeled  a nice  fish  of  71b 
Inc,h“arlo  section  Mr.  J.  A.  Dugdale  landed  one 
of  81b.,  while  Mr.  Davidson  had  several  scaling  from 
61b.  to  141b  On  the  Sluie  water,  Mr.  Dugdale  also 
killed  one  of  141b.  on  Saturday.  On  the  Blackball 
Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  landed  for  the  past  three 
days  one  of  61b.,  two  of  71b.  and  101b.,  and  two  of  91b 
each,  all  fresh  fish  with  the  sea  lice  adhering  On  the 
Cairnton  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  Captain  E.  P. 
Brooke,  and  Mr.  Wallace  have  had  similar  successes. 
On  the  Crathes,  Durris,  and  Drum  waters,  sport  is  rife 
.just  now,  but  details  are  not  yet  to  hand.  Splendid 
finnock  fishing  is  being  had  on  the  Nether  Banchory 
and  lower  reaches.  On  the  Don  matters  are  beginning 
to  assume  a more  pleasant  form,  and  one  or  two  fish 
have  been  got  on  the  Grandholm  and  Burgh  of  Kintore 
water.  The  Ythan  tidal  is  doing  remarkably  well,  and 
after  the  netting  season  is  over,  which  closes  to-day 
(Saturday),  the  season  will  be  at  its  best.— Deesider. 

Deveron.— On  Mr.  Porter's  section  of  the  Deveron 
at  Marnock,  Mr.  Mellis  and  a friend  landed  five  newly 
run  salmon  on  Monday. — D. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— This  river  was  in  fair  con- 
dition during  the  past  week,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
number  offish  killed  was  small.  On  the  Asswanly  water" 
Mr.  Campbell  had  a fish  of  51b. ; on  the  Blairmore  water’ 
Dr.  Lidderdale,  Ediutore,  had  a grilse  of  5£lb.,  and  the’ 
keeper,  Mr.  Gould,  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  201b.— 
H.  W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Sept.  3 Mr 
Ratli,  eighteen  trout ; Mr.  Short,  twenty-two  trout,  one 
grilse  ; Mr.  L.  Rilli,  fifteen ; Mr.  Evans  Woodc’roft. 
twenty-five.  4th,  Mr.  Short,  thirty ; Mr.  Evans,  fifteen  • 
Mr.  L.  Ralli,  sixteen;  Mr.  S.  Ralli,  ten;  Mr.  Ralli’ 
twenty-five.  6th,  Mr.  Short,  twenty-five  trout  and  two 
sea  trout ; Mr.  Ralli,  twenty-five  trout ; Mr.  S.  Ralli. 
seven;  Mrs.  Young,  fifteen.  7th,  Mr.  Ralli,  ten  ; Mr. 
S.  Ralli,  ten  ; Mr.  Evans,  one.  8th,  Mr.  S.  Ralli,  fifteen  •’ 
Mr.  Woodcroft,  six. — W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  Isla  and  its  tributaries  are  run- 
ning low  and  clear,  and  the  trout  are  correspondingly 
difficult  to  take.  Sea  trout  are  reported  from  the  lower 
reaches,  and  several  grilse  have  been  seen.  Several 
parties  have  fished  the  upper  reaches  with  success.  Mr. 
Barber-Starkey  had  good  sport  on  Auchintaple  Pond, 
and  Mr.  Paterson,  Dalnaglar,  had  thirteen  trout  of  161b ’ 
Fair  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Black  water  and  Shee- 
Mr.  Laurence  Chapman,  Blairgowrie,  last  week,  had 
ninety-two  trout  on  Lochsie  burn  ; 186  on  the  Taitneach 
nineteen  fine  trout  on  Lochnanean,  a fine  tarn  about 
2500ft.  above  sea  level ; and  five  trout,  one  of  ljlb. , on 
Loch  Yhrotachan. — Iasgair. 

Loch  Barn. — On  the  4th  inst.,  Mr.  MeLennon, 
fishing  on  Lochearnhead  Hotel  water,  killed  nine  trout 
weighing  31b. ; on  the  5th,  Mr.  Peters  caught  fifteen  ; 
on  the  8th,  Mr.  Danby,  twelve  ; and  Mr.  R.  A.  Robert- 
son, five.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  Glasgow., 
on  Loch  Yoil,  killed  twenty-four  trout  weighing  6Jlb.— 
E.  Maisey. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters,  North  Uist.— The 

weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  on  the  whole  been 
favourable  for  angling.  Strumore  is  doing  well,  and 
good  sport  may  be  looked  for  on  this  loch  for  the  next 
three  or  four  weeks.  Best  baskets  for  week : Dr. 
McCarthy  and  Mr.  Fraser,  on  Skeattair,  seven  sea 
trout,  71b.,  and  one  sea  trout,  4|lb.  ; Messrs.  Bailey  and 
Robertson,  on  Loch-na-ciste,  five  sea  trout,  61b.  On 
Strumore,  Messrs.  Bailey  and  Robertson,  thirteen  sea 
and  brown  trout,  151b.  (heaviest  2|-lb.).  Other  fairly 
good  baskets  on  Drineval,  Huna,  and  Skeattair,  &c., 
by  Messrs.  Simpson,  Walters,  Bell,  and  Wilson. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  fine  weather  prevailing 
over  the  South  of  Scotland  for  the  last  month  has  been 
very  detrimental  to  angling  on  the  district  streams. 
Trout  fishing  has  dwindled  down  to  a mere  nothing  on 
every  river  in  the  Border  district.  In  the  Annan  there 
has  been  little  doing  for  over  a fortnight.  On  the 
Nith  nothing  has  been  done  with  tho  rods.  The  water 
bailiffs,  however,  made  a splendid  haul  on  Monday 
night  by  capturing  two  well-known  Maxwelltown  salmon 
poachers  shackle-netting  the  river  below  the  town  caul. 
The  bailiffs  seized  the  shackle-net,  thirty  herling,  and 
the  two  poachers.  On  the  Border  Esk,  the  Galloway 
rivers,  and  the  Ayrshire  Lochs  practically  nothing  has 
been  done.  Until  we  get  a fall  of  rain  thore  oannot  be 
any  sport.— Heatherhell. 

Spey. — On  the  free  water  at  Aberlour,  on  Thursday  f 
D.  Wilson,  hon.  see.  Fly  Fishers’  Club,  a handsome 
salmon  of  121b.  River  iu  good  size  again  after  very 
sudden  spate  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  fish  running 
freely.— Elgin. 

Spey. — Sport  improved  vory  considerably  last  weok. 
Taken  all  over,  the  river  has  been  kept,  with  tho  rain 
of  the  past  two  weeks,  in  good  fishing  size.  On  tho 
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Wester  Elohies  water,  Sir  A.  L.  Smith,  in  two  days, 
had  seven  salmon  and  two  grilse  ; and  on  the  same  days 
(Friday  and  Saturday),  on  the  Knockando  House  water, 
Mr.  Lethbridge  had  five  salmon,  one  of  them  171b.  On 
Tuesday,  Wm.  Green,  underkeeper,  landed  a fine  salmon 
of  201b.  on  the  Pitcroy  water  after  a run  of  over  two 
hours.  From  the  Glengrant  water,  at  Aikenway,  eight 
fish  were  landed  by  a party  from  Glengrant  House,  and 
from  the  Aberdour  House  water  Mr.  Leslie  Findlay 
had  a salmon  of  201b.  and  a couple  of  grilse. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  &c. — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
been  very  wintry  like.  The  best  takes  of  trout  during 
the  past  week  have  not  reached  to  anything  higher  than 
41b.  On  the  Teviot,  takes  have  been  much  about  the 
same  as  on  the  Tweed.  Mr.  N.  J Kerr  hid  eight  trout, 
which  weighed  close  on  31b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Thompson  bad 
41b.  In  the  Galashiels  district  of  the  Tweed  takes  of 
from  51b.  up  to  71b.  of  trout  have  been  got,  an  i 
on  the  Gala  weights  up  to  51b.  Not  much  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  salmon  fishing.  On  the 
Hendersyde  water  three  fish  have  been  killed  lately, 
and  on  the  famous  casts  on  Makerstown  water, 
on  Friday  week,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  killed 
a couple  of  salmon.  On  the  Mertoun  water,  on  Thurs- 
day,  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  had  a fine  salmon  of 
241b.  On  Monday  last,  a clean  run  salmon  of  10Jb.  was 
killed  by  the  fisherman  on  the  Ednam  House  water.  On 
the  Pavilion  water,  Mrs.  James  Platt  has  had  a fish  of 
111b.,  and  Mr.  Fred.  Platt  one  grilse  of  7^1b.  The  Tweed 
net  salmon  fishings  (which  closed  on  Friday,  the  14th) 
have  been  very  unproductive  for  the  season  of  the  year. 
Last  week  the  takes  of  salmon  slightly  improved,  but 
the  catches  of  grilse  and  trout  were  very  poor. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 


Bann  (Kilrea). — The  flax  water  is  now  all  cleared 
out  and  the  fish  have  recovered  from  its  effects,  a few 
having  been  already  taken  on  the  fly.  There  is  certain 
to  be  grand  sport  from  now  till  the  season  closes  (Oct.  31) 
as  the  river  is  full  of  fish.  The  last  run  of  large  salmon 
begins  to  come  on  about  Sept.  20,  but  I am  of  opinion  it 
will  be  much  earlier  this  year,  not  only  in  the  Bann,  but 
in  all  the  rivers  of  Scotland,  having  a spring,  summer, 
and  autumn  run.  I may  here  add  that  the  autumn  run 
will  not,  I think,  be  so  strong  as  in  former  years  of 
large  fish.  Mr.  Giles,  of  Belfast  was  d ry-fly  fishing  for 
trout  below  the  rapids  at  Kilrea  on  10th  inst.,  and  a 
salmon  of  about  81b.  took  the  floating  Hare’s  Ear,  but 
his  cast  was  so  fine  he  could  not  put  pressure  enough  on 
to  bring  him  to  the  gaff.  After  having  had  him  on  for 
five  hours  and  twenty  minutes  he  wore  the  light  link  of 
gut  through  and  regained  his  liberty  after  having  taken 
Mr.  Giles,  boat,  and  boatman  down  the  river  one  mile 
from  where  he  took  the  fly.  F.  Dawson,  Esq.,  four  fish 
for  the  week,  6Jlb.,  81b.,  91b.,  and  121b.;  Mr.  Pollen, 
three  for  the  week,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  and  121b. 

Connaught  Rivers.  — The  Corrib  remains  in  good 
order.  Salmon  are  getting  more  off  colour,  and  only  an 
occasional  clean  run  fish  is  landed.  Since  last  report 
Mr.  Mildmay  killed  one  salmon  and  eleven  peal;  Dr. 
Steward,  six  peal ; Mr.  Lucas,  five  peal ; Mr.  Goss,  four 
peal ; Mr.  Birch,  eleven  peal ; Commander  Low,  R.N. 
eleven  peal. 

Coppal  Lake.— Sport  has  been  fair.  Gentlemen  out 
from  the  Waterville  hotels  had  baskets  of  white  and 
brown  trout,  varying  from  a dozen  to  two  dozen  daily. 
This  water  is  now  in  good  angling  order,  and  the  fish 
numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Rrne. — The  water  still  continues  very  low,  and  as 
we  have  a frost  every  night,  sport  in  general  with  the 
salmon  has  been  noor.  Still  the  following  anglers  were 
fairly  successful  : Messrs.  F.  T.  Green,  E.  Green,  A.  T. 
Ashwell,  J.  Hone,  and  Tyrrell.  Amongst  Mr.  F.  T. 
Green  s lot  was  a beauty  of  33^1b.  Several  good  trout 
have  been  taken  within  the  past  week  on  the  open  por- 
tions of  the  Erne.  A few  salmon  have  been  taken  on 
the  upper  end  of  the  river  during  the  past  few  days 
with  worm. — M.  Rogan. 

Faughan  (Derry). — Fishing  on  this  river  showed 
some  signs  of  improvement  during  the  week.  White 
trout  were  fairly  plentiful,  some  running  to  ljlb.  The 
water  is  remarkably  low  and  consequently  clear,  so  that 
fishing  is  rendered  all  the  more  difficult.  The  weather 
is  calm  and  summerlike,  and  it  is  rarely  a breeze  of  the 
proper  sort  puts  a good  “taking”  ripple  on  the  water. 
There  is  a prospect  now  of  the  season  closing  without  a 
good  flood  in  the  river. — X. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Good  baskets  of  white  trout 
were  had  during  the  week,  especially  on  the  upper 
reaches.  1 he  best  basket  recorded  was  one  which  con- 
tained twenty  white  and  a dozen  brown  trout.  This 
water  is  now  in  fair  angling  order,  and  salmon  have 
come  up  in  good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conn  (Anglers’  Hotei,  Cloghans).— Mr. 
E.  Cockburn  got  five  pike  on  the  8th,  largest  371b., 
221b.,  201b.,  8|lb.,  and  71b.,  making  a total  of 

94jlb. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville).— Since  Friday’s 
heavy  rain  sport  has  shown  much  improvement  in  the 
line  of  the  sea  trout  fishing,  which  was  previously  so 
slack.  Baskets  of  a dozen  trout  (white  and  brown)  are 
now  common. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Derriana.— Sport  has  improved,  and  good 
baskets  of  white  and  brown  trout  have  been  the  rule, 
several  anglers  have  been  out  from  the  Butler’s  Arms 
Bayview,  and  Lake  Hotels,  and  all  have  had  fair  sport.’ 

" A . J.  D. 

Loughnamona. — Sport  has  been  well  maintained, 
but  only  a few  privileged  anglers  have  been  out  on  this 
strictly  preserved  water.  Dark  or  gloomy  days  arc  the 
best  for  this  water,  and  flies  of  the  local  or  Scottish 
loch  pattern  are  generally  accounted  the  best. — T.  J.  D. 


Mourne  (Newton stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 

weather  is  close,  dull,  and  unfavourable,  and  the 
majority  of  the  rivers  are  low  and  clear.  The  flax- 
water  is  clearing  out  slowly.  A flood  would  be  of  so 
much  service  just  now. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina). — Very  poor  sport 
has  been  had  last  week  with  salmon  and  grilse,  owing 
to  the  weather.  The  best  day  Mr.  Hopwood  had  was 
one  grilse,  71b.,  and  thirteen  sea  trout  (largest  fish 
3ilb.)  ; and  Mr.  Wilson  had  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  one 
grilse,  71b.  A fine  pike  of  371b.,  has  been  caught  in 
Loch  Conn,  by  Mr.  Coburn,  and  one  of  251b.  and  one 
181b.  and  two  smaller  fish,  all  in  one  day.  A nice  pike 
of  301b.  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Ford. — Frank  Hearn. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— Owing  to  the 
northern  winds  angling  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses  has 
not  been  so  good  this  week.  A flood  is  badly  needed  to 
freshen  things  up  a little.  The  best  bag  this  week  was 
one  of  five  white  trout  made  on  Tully  Lake  by  Captain 
Blakeney. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — Sport 
has  been  exceptionally  bad  for  the  past  few  weeks,  but 
now  that  the  water  is  in  better  form  we  are  sanguine  of 
realising  some  nice  fishing  during  September  and 
October.  The  river  is  positively  alive  with  salmon 
grilse,  and  trout.  Mr.  C.  H.  Walton  and  Mr.  Foster 
Mortimore,  who  have  rented  Mr.  W.  Young’s  preserves 
for  September,  are  having  some  really  grand  sport. 

S.  J.  Hurley. 


Hcpotts  torn  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall.  — The 

monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  Sept.  17,  at  8.30,  when  the  chair  will  be 
taken  by  P.  Geen,  Esq.,  president. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’ Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— On  Sept.  6 a return  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  and  was  a grand 
success,  nineteen  clubs  being  well  represented.  We  had 
the  honour  of  a visit  by  Mr.  Malby,  of  the  Dalston,  and 
Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Eastern  Piscatorials,  for  which  the 
club  returned  thanks.  Mr.  Malby  responded  with  a few 
well-chosen  remarks.  The  Association’s  box  contained 
11s.,  which  is  very  good,  considering  this  club  has  only 
been  established  six  months.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Sundial  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Royal  Oak,  Glen- 
thorn-road,  Hammersmith,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  19. 
This  being  a good  visiting  club,  I hope  all  societies  will 
send  a delegate. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Competition.— At  our 
meeting  on  the  13th  we  received  5s.  from  the  Oak 
Angling  Society,  a Nottingham  winch  from  the  “ Golden 
Perch  ” (Mr.  Partridge,  Oxford-street),  and  a double 
bait  can  from  Mr.  Williams,  York-street,  W.  The 
secretary  was  deputed  to  wait  on  the  G W R 
concerning  the  special  train  for  Oct.  28,  and  report  same 
to  the  next  meeting  on  the  20th.— B.  Abrahams. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society. — At  our  last  meeting 
the  officers  for  ensuing  quarter  were  elected  as  follows  : 
Mr.  G.  A.  Cooper,  chairman  ; Mr.  F.  Barnes,  vice  • 
Messrs.  Bryant  and  Barnes,  delegates.  We  fish  for 
prizes  (all  fish  to  weigh)  on  Sept.  16  at  Burnt  Mill  • all 
to  go  by  8.2  train  Liverpool-street.— W.  H.  B 
Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society  — 
On  the  9th  inst.  the  following  weighed-in  .-  Messrs.  Geo. 
Blades,  roach,  51b.  ; A.  Carey,  one  bream,  31b.  4oz  • 
Mr.  Leslie,  roach,  21b.  5oz. ; Mr.  Slack,  roach! 
lib.  15.,oz.  ; R.  Challen,  chub  (returned),  lib.  15(oz  ■ 
W Bridge  roach,  lib.  O joz.  ; T.  Vendy,  roach,’ 
lib.  14oz. ; C.  Turner,  roach,  lib.  71b.  ; E.  Jackson 
roach,  and  Mr.  R.  Challen,  a brace  of  trout  — b’ 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields.  — On  Sept  9 the 
following  had  fish;  Messrs.  J.  Drew,  S.  Cutbush,  W 
Hall  Members  who  can  possibly  attend  next  Tuesday 
will  hear  tomething  to  their  advantage.— G Marriott 
Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society  — On 
the  9th  inst.,  Messrs,  Harding,  Hill,  Wolk,  Hopkins 
andMoir,  weighed-in  nice  shows  of  roach,  bream  dace’ 
perch,  and  jack.  Members  please  note  that  next  Wed- 
nesday will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all  must  square  up 

or  else_ .— F.  G.  Hutchens. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Sun 
lavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goa  well-road. — At  the 
weekly  meeting  held  on  the  6th,  some  important  business 
was  got  through.  A competition  for  four  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  30,  from  Windsor  Bridge  to 
Surley  Hall ; one  rod  only  ; all  members  to  go  by  first 
tram.  Mr.  Windier  and  several  other  gentlemen  had 
good  shows  of  fish  on  Sept.  9.  The  following  are  the 
winning  numbers  in  the  draw  for  prizes,  re  Irvin’s  benefit  ■ 
-1010,  732,  835,  1885,  846,  871,  901,  220,  369  1904 
!906  23.  The  winners  of  these  prizes  can  have  them 
?,Dy  Thursday  evening.  I beg  to  return  my  thanks  to 
the  different  clubs  subscribing,  for  their  generous  sup- 
port to  this  benefit.  A list  of  winning  numbers  will  be 
sent  to  each  club  subscribing.  The  next  visit  on  the 
No.  2 Eastern  will  take  place  on  September  24,  at  the 
above. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— At  Amber- 
ley.  on  the  9th  inst.,  Mr.  Mallett  took  first  prize  and 
Mr.  Simpkins  second.  There  is  still  one  prize  left  for 
the  16th,  go  where  you  please.  The  special  meeting 
was  well  attended,  and  adjourned  till  next  Wednesday 
Pending  advice  quarterly  night  will  be  on  the  26th 
when  the  books  should  be  cleared.  Mr.  Jones  went  on 
a voyage  of  discovery,  but  did  not  bring  back  much 
fish.— W.  F.  Barratt. 


Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Q men's 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea.— A match  was  fished 
on  Sept.  9,  at  Yalding.  Mr.  Hines,  first ; Mr.  Hudson, 
second  ; third  not  taken.  The  next  match,  for  five 
prizes,  roving,  will  take  place  on  Sept.  16.— Geo.  Mum- 
ford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— On  the  6th  inst.  Mr.  W. 
Streeton  weighed  in  121b.  of  capital  dace,  ten  of  the 
largest  scaling  61b.  Only  three  members  weighed-in  on 
the  9th,  Mr.  H.  Patman,  roach  ; J.  Smith,  rudd  ; and  J. 
Warman,  rudd;  total  gross  weight  481b.  On  the  10th 
Mr.  W.  Payne  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  from  the 
Thames,  and  on  the  13th  Mr.  W.  Streeton,  20£lb.  of 
capital  tench,  the  four  largest  scaling  101b.  The  next  visit 
on  the  South  London  United  List  will  be  paid  to  this 
society  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  inst.,  when  the  c unpauy  of 
brother  anglers  from  any  society  that  can  make  it  con- 
venient to  attend  will  be  esteemed  a favour. — Alf. 
Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Association.  — Since  my 
last  the  following  gentlemen  have  weighed-in:  Mr. 

Downs,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Barker,  Mr. 
Whiley,  and  Mr.  Poole  contributed.  I wish  to  remind 
members  we  fish  our  next  prize  series  at  Yalding, 
Medway,  on  Sept.  29. — Wheelhouse. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Outing  at  Amberley 
on  Sept.  16.  Tram  will  leave  London  Bridge  at  6 55 
sharp  ; a brake  will  leave  the  Prince  Albert,  College- 
street,  N.W.,  at  6 a.m.,  to  convey  members  to  station, 
same  morning. — J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  Kmg 

Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. — 
Mr.  Maynard,  on  Wednesday,  weighed  a fine  perch, 
weighing  21b.  8joz.  This  is  the  heaviest  fish  of  its  kind 
we  have  yet  had  shown.  Mr.  H.  C.  Canton  also  con- 
tributed some  roach. — T.  W.  Cook. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society.— Several 
members  fished  Langley  on  the  9th  inst.  for  Mr.  Barrett’s 
rod,  when  Mr.  Neal  was  successful  with  upwards  of  6ib. 
of  roach. — E.  W.  Wood. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,— Oar  annual 
outing  took  place  on  the  "9th  inst.  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

I have  to  record  a blank  as  regards  the  fishing  for  prizes 
not  any  of  them  being  taken,  but  great  praise  is  due 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry,  at  the  Sportsman’s  Arms, 
Rownsley  Green,  for  their  excellent  catering.  Our  club 
prizes  will  stand  over  till  next  meeting  night.  Secre- 
taries that  have  had  tickets  for  the  smoking  concert  for 
the  benefit  of  J.  Heester,  can  have  more,  if  required,  by 
applying  at  the  clubhouse,  or  at  the  secretary’s  address. 
O.  Jones. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  211  & 243, 
Goswell-road,  E.C. — As  usual  we  had  a very  good 
meeting  of  members  on  Wednesday.  On  Sept  9 we 
had  a fair  show  of  fish,  viz.,  perch,  rudd,  and  jack,  one 
of  the  latter,  weighing  21b.  lloz.,  being  taken  on  a tisrht 
line. — J.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — On 
Sept.  16  Messrs.  J.  Wilgoss  and  Jameson  saved  the  society 
from  having  a blank.  I wish  to  remind  members  thit  a 
competition  will  take  place  at  Woking  on  Sept.  16. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List. — A 

successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  tne  Seymour 
Brothers  Angling  Society  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  Moore  in 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Lambert,  the  following  twelve 
societies  being  represented,  some  of  them  very  strongly, 
viz.,  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  Seymour 
Brothers,  Eustonian,  Amicable,  Waltonian,  Islington 
Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North  Loudm, 
Camden,  Phoenix,  Royal  George,  and  Golden  tSarbel. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Eustonian  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Silver  Cup,  Cromer-street,  Gray ’s-iuu-road, 
date  not  yet  to  hand.  The  annual  general  meeting  took 
place  on  the  6th,  Mr.  Thorling  and  myself  being 
re-elected  as  chairman  and  secretary  respectively. — F 
Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  North  wold-road,  Stoke 
Newington. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
9th,  when  Mr.  Scott  won  two  prizes,  one  for  gross 
weight,  and  one  for  the  largest  jack.  Mr.  Bedford’s 
prize  (Ware  Only),  still  open,  when  1 hope  all  members 
will  attend  Tuesday  next. — W.  T.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society.— On  Sept.  9,  Messrs. 

E.  Baxter  had  a nice  show  of  dace,  and  R.  Andrews 
some  good  roach.  On  Sept.  16  our  first  private  prize 
match  takes  place  in  the  Shovel  Pound  at  West  Drayton. 

Go  by  the  8.13  train  from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any  train 
after  to  Uxbridge ; one  rod;  jack,  bleak,  aud  gudgem 
barred.  Register  names,  &c.,  at  the  Swan.  Cease  fish- 
ing at  6.30. — 1'.  Twiman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  9th  inst.  a few  mem- 
bers out,  sport  very  indifferent.  Messrs.  Poore,  Robin- 
son, and  Pocock  were  the  only  gentleman  who 
weighed-in,  they  having  a very  nice  show  of  roaeh. 

On  Tuesday,  the  11th  inst.,  I had  a very  good  attend 
ance,  when  10s.  was  voted  for  river  preservation.  Tue 
book  sent  by  the  T.A.P.S.  was  discussed,  and  great 
surprise  expressed  at  the  secretary  being  paid  so  large 
a salary  from  so  small  an  income. — S.  Malby. 

Sixth  Rye  House  Competition.  — Since  my  last 
report  1 beg  to  acknowledge,  with  tnanks,  the  receipt 
of  3s.  from  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Society,  aud 
Is.  from  the  Serapis,  for  the  seventh  competition. — S. 
Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  Tne  Apollo, 

All  Saint’s-road,  Westbourne  Park.  — The  following 
weighed-in  on  Sept.  9;  Messrs.  Purchase,  two  chub, 
4£lb.  ; Fathers,  roach,  3Jlb.  ; Severns,  bream,  91b.  12oz. ; 
Fuller,  bream;  Decks,  bream;  G.  Jenkins,  roach; 
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lledwell,  roaoh.  On  tho  16th  our  second  matoh  of  Iho 
season  takes  piano  at  Uxbridge,  from  tho  VVhito  Bridge 
to  Donbmn  D«  op  Book.  W.  Jenkins. 

Dulwich  Walt onians.  Members  are  requested  to 
attond  a special  meeting  on  Friday,  Sept.  21,  at  It  p.m. 
sharp,  to  elect  a secretary  in  tho  place  of  Mr.  Stagg, 
who,  through  want  of  timo,  is  compollod  to  resign. 

Kli.  MolihrE,  Kco.  pro  Inn. 

Enrlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Eai  Infield,  S.W.  An  outing  will  tako  placo  on  tho 
Kith  inst..  at  Bmxbonrne.  W.  Bruce. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  Totten- 
ham. Our  club  wuh  saved  from  a blank  on  tho  !)th  inst. 
by  Mr.  Manors  and  Mr.  Killiok,  both  having  a few 
roach.  On  Sept.  16  wo  fish  for  Mr.  Masters’  prize.  All 
fish  ; conditions  open.  Wo  fish  for  eleven  prizes  at 
Harlow  on  Sopt.  23.  Messrs.  Balaam  and  Killiok  will 
boploased  to  receive  as  many  members’  names  as  intend 
competing  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Jones’s  prize  will 
be  eompetod  for  upon  the  same  day,  so  there  will  bo 
twelve  prizes. — W.  II.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society  Since  last  reporting  tho 
following  have  weigbed-in  : H.  Duncan,  bream  and 
tench,  largest  bream,  21b  2jfoz. ; tench,  lib.  5foz. ; W. 
Holt,  roach  and  chub,  61b. — Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
strcct  —On  S»pt.  16  Messrs.  Tavner  had  a grand  show 
of  bream,  roaeb,  and  dace;  and  C.  Bateman,  bream. 
The  next  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  V.  District  will  take 
place  at  the  above  house.  Due  notice  next  week. — 
C.  Abbott. 

Eoley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-squ  ire.— On  Sept.  7 we  proposed  three 
new  members  The  following  weighed-in  fish  : F. 

Eldridge,  barbel  ; H.  S.  Norris,  perch  ; F.  Eldridge, 
roach  and  b'eam  ; E.  Watkins,  91b.  roach,  and  one  jack. 
Clb.  14oz. ; H.  S.  Norris,  one  bream,  21b.  15foz. — H.  S. 
Norris. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Hose  and  Crown. 

— Our  members  of  ihe  above  were  out  on  Sept.  9,  and 
had  good  sport.  Mr.  Vanhegan  brought  in  some  fine 
bream  scaling  21b.  15oz.  Mr.  Hill  had  bream,  and  Mr. 
Whitcbread  some  good  roach  and  bream  scaling  341b. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  hold  a smoking  concert  on  Monday  next 
for  tbe  benefit  of  A.  Hoggett,  when  I hope  to  see  a good 
muster,  as  he  is  in  great  need  of  assistance.  I have  to 
remind  members  that  there  is  a prize  for  gross  weight 
of  roach  this  month. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Folej -street,  W.— On  the  9th  inst.,  only  a few  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  amount  of  fish  was  small. 
Our  Mr.  W.  Bowring  had  the  best  show,  over  101b.  of 
roach  and  dace  (two  over),  the  largest  lib.  8£oz.  Our 
outing  will  take  place  on  Oct.  7.  Thames.  From  Bray 
Lock  to  Fitzgerald  Mansion. — John  Goatley. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Lejton-ioad,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — The  following 
members  of  the  above  club  weighed  fish  on  the  9th : 
F.  Hudson,  roach,  perch,  and  jack  ; J.  Grande,  roach; 
W.  Burling,  roach ; and  F.  Bates,  roach.  A brake 
outing  to  Langley  takes  place  on  Sept.  16  ; all  those 
wishing  to  take  part  must  be  at  Maryland  Point  6 a.m. 
Fare,  3m.—  G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — At  the  weekly  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  Mr  E.  C.  Clements  was  in  the  chair. 
The  Carting  Tournament  at  Kelvedon  did  not  come  off, 
and  stands  postponed  for  a week  or  two.  The  following 
fishing  reports  were  made  : Mr.  Vail,  from  Brighton, 
pout,  whiting,  and  dabs ; Mr.  Connellan,  some  good 
roach  from  Amberley  ; Mr.  Hesse,  a good  show  of  roach 
and  dace  (on  table),  from  Kelvedon  ; Mr.  J.  Powles- 
West,  several  roach  and  one  fine  dace  (on  table),  from 
Kelvedon  ; and  Mr.  Close  two  dace,  from  same  place. 
Mr.  Zergass  (with  a friend),  from  the  Avon,  sixteen  fine 
roach,  from  lib.  2|oz.  down  to  12oz.,  and  one  perch 
(shown).  The  chairman,  fishing  with  a friend  at  Deal, 
in  the  last  forti  igbt,  had  tolerable  sport.  On  one 
occasion  five  codlings  and  three  pout ; on  another, 
seventy  pout ; and  on  another,  sixty  codling  and 
three  whiting.  The  chairman,  after  considerable 
persuasion,  overcame  bis  modesty,  and  related  how  he 
had  rescued  two  j oung  ladies  from  a position  of  very 
great  danger  in  a boat  underneath  the  pier.  The 
sincere  congratulations  of  the  meeting  were  given  him 
Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
Devon  Arms,  Mornii  g-lane,  Hackney — But  few  fish 
were  shown  on  S*pt.  9.  Messrs.  Barlow,  Leigh,  and 
Short  on  Wednesday  b ought  to  the  club  some  401b.  of 
roach,  and  Mr.  Leigh  a fine  show  of  chub.  Members,  do 
not  forget  Thursday  next. — H.  Cook. 

Happy  Fiitnds  Angling  Society.— The  annual 
outing  of  tbiH  society  took  place  recently  at  Acle. 
About  nineteen  members  took  part  in  the  contest,  which 
was  conducted  in  very  unpleasant  weather,  the  following 
being  the  winners : 1st  prize,  Messrs.  Grimmer  and 

Topps;  2nd,  Messrs.  Nockolds  and  Capps;  3rd,  Mr. 
Bunn;  4'h,  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Sharman ; 5th, 
Messrs.  Thompson  and  Godfrey  ; 6th,  Messrs.  Parfitt 
and  Nobbin  ; 7th,  Messrs.  Stirling  and  Pestle  ; 8th, 
Messrs.  Bullimore  and  Brunning ; special  prize  for 
largest  fish,  Mr.  N.  Kockolds.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  on  Tuesday  night  at  the  society ’s  club- 
house, Artillery  Arms,  Factory-road  (host  C.  Bullimore), 
when  a v>  ry  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlom  street,  Bisbop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — Our 
return  visit  on  tbe  11th  inst.  was  a very  enjoyable  one. 
Mr.  G.  Manning  opened  tho  Benevolent  box  and  found  it 
to  contain  18s.  Nine  clubs  were  represented.  Tho 
harmony  was  exceedingly  well  rendered,  and  supported 
amongst  other  friends  by  Mr.  W.  Midson,  Mr.  T. 


Harrison,  and  Mr.  G.  Novill,  with  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  sen., 
chair,  and  Mr.  E.  Minohor,  vice.  W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.  —Only  Mr.  Ford 
was  successful  on  the  9th  inst.  in  taking  a prize.  Mr.  A. 
Fish  brought  up  roach  and  bream,  and  Mr.  Glover 
roach.  The  members  go  out  again  on  the  16th  for  the 
remaining  prizes  (peg-down)  at  Burnt  Mill ; start  fishing 
at  11.  Our  next  return  visit  takes  place  at  the  above 
club  on  Oct.  1.— C.  T.  Russell. 

Hounsfield  Otters,  Cross  Keys,  Lower  Edmonton.  , 
— At  our  outing  on  the  9th  inst.,  notwithstanding  tho 
boisterous  weather  and  lack  of  sport,  we  spent  a very 
enjoyable  day,  and  the  dinner  provided  by  Messrs. 
Ritherdon  and  Payne,  of  tho  Fish  and  Eels,  gave 
general  satisfaction.  Four  prizes  only,  out  of  eight,  , 
were  won,  the  successful  competitors  being  Messrs.  F.  j 
Ashwood,  J.  Stevens,  K.  Macdonald,  and  S.  Smith, 
leaving  the  remainder  to  be  fished  for  on  Sept.  16  (in  any 
water.) — F.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our  annual 
dinner  took  place  on  Sept.  9,  at  Mr.  Sam  Mead’s  (the 
Greyhound,  Enfield  Look),  and  was  the  most  substan- 
tial and  satisfactory  the  members  ever  had  tho  pleasure 
of  attending.  The  members  will  oblige  by  their  atten- 
dance on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Sept.  18,  on  important 
business.  -R.  Ghurnkt. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Portland-street,  W. — On  Sent.  9 Mr.  Wilson 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames.  On  Tues- 
day Mr.  W.  J.  Nicholls  was  proposed  as  a working 
member. — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  the  9th  inst.  Mr. 
Wright  and  Mr.  Holder  both  ha'l  fish,  but  were  too  late 
to  weigh-in.  On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Belcher  was  elected 
a member.  Members  are  requested  to  clear  the  books 
on  or  before  Tuesday,  25th. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  — The  members 
competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  the  9fch  inst. ; only 
one  member  succeeded  in  taking  the  required  weight. 
The  remaining  three,  with  two  added  prizes,  will  be 
fished  for  again  on  the  30th  inst.  at  Ware.  Messrs. 
Butt,  Poole,  and  Furlong  weighed-in  roach  on  Sunday 
last. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road. — Messrs.  A.  J.  Slatter  and  A.  Dandridge 
had  a capital  day’s  pike  fishing  on  the  8th  inst  , the 
former  being  credited  with  seven,  and  the  latter  four  nice 
conditioned  fish.  Mr.  Slatter  also  caught  an  eel  weigh- 
ing 2jlb.  on  fine  roach  tackle. — W.  W.  C. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  the  9th  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  Muscatell,  bream  ; Mr. 
White,  chub  ; Mr.  Winters,  roach.  On  Wednesday  last 
Messrs.  Jones,  Norris,  and  Dawson  were  elected  working 
members  of  the  above.  The  balance-sheet  for  last 
quarter  was  produced  and  passed  as  correct.  — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St  John’s-lane. — Our  chairman, 
Mr.  Titterton,  has  been  fishing  in  the  Trent,  Notting- 
ham way,  and  has  had  fair  sport.  The  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  Hunt,  has  been  having  ten  days  on  the  Thames— 
silvery  Thames,  he  calls  it— Cookham,  staying  at  the 
Ferry  Hotel,  the  proprietor,  Mr. Ellis,  being  a friend  of  his. 
Mr.  Hunt,  who  is  gifted  with  a poetical  fancy,  describes 
this  particular  place  as  a veritable  angler’s  paradise.  It 
seems  Mr.  Ellis  got  him  (Mr.  Hunt)  permission  to  fish 
in  a strictly  preserved  portion  of  the  river,  where  he 
had  grand  sport  amongst  such  fish  as  he  had  never  seen 
before  (of  course|not,  being  a perfect  stranger) ; amongst 
a miscellaneous  “bag”  (“sack”  rather)  of  barbel, 
chub,  pike,  and  perch,  being  a handsome  trout  of  31b. 
Good  old  Father  Thames.  Amongst  some  pounders  Mr. 
A.  H.  Hughes  has  had  a two-pounder  trout  from  the 
Pen-y-Cae  water. — Rd.  Woolpall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 
Our  match  for  Sept.  9 in  the  club’s  waters  was  a failure 
owing  to  the  fish  being  dead  off.  There  was  not  a 
weighable  fish  taken.  Some  small  fish  were  caught, 
but  returned  to  the  water  immediately.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  next. — 
James  Reynolds. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — We  had  a bad 
attendance  of  members  on  Tuesday  owing  to  most  of 
our  members  being  away  holiday  making.  Mr.  H. 
Stockdale  has  been  having  some  fine  sport  at  Enfield 
Lock,  fly-fishing,  three  days  last  week,  31b.  or  41b.  per 
day,  roach  and  dace,  several  roach  over  lib.,  and 
heaviest  dace  lOoz.  His  take  of  fish  would  have  been 
greatly  increased  if  our  standard  had  not  been  above 
the  Lea  size.  Members  must  attend  on  Tuesday  next. 
— Jno.  Comber. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — On  Sept.  9 several  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  only  Messrs.  Hayes  and  Eswood  weighed- 
in  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  Will  members  kindly  attend 
next  Wednesday  as  there  are  several  matters  of  impor- 
tance to  discuss  and  oblige. — Greg. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  the  9th  inst. 
we  fished  at  Dagenham  Lake  for  five  prizes  not  won  on 
our  previous  outing.  Result : T.  Blacklodge,  jun.,  first ; 

G.  Allen,  second  ; R.  Brookett,  third ; J.  Thorn,  fourth  ; 

H.  Hack,  fifth.  Other  members  weighed-in  fish  from 
other  waters.  The  next  outing  will  be  arranged  on  the 
19th. — E.  Brockett. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  E.— On  the  9th  inst.,  several  of  our  members 
wore  out,  hut  met  with  very  poor  success.  T.  Tozor 
weighed-in  a fine  tray  of  roaoh  and  dace,  saving  us  a 
blank.  Wo  made  another  new  member  on  tho  12th  inst. 
— W.  Russell. 


Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Harper-street, 

Kent-road.— Our  last  competition  was  a grand  success, 
and  all  the  prizes  were  taken  ; First,  Mr.  Sine;  second, 
Mr.  Adams;  third,  Mr.  Utting  ; fourth,  Mr.  Pyne ; 
fifth,  Mr.  Mitchell:  sixth,  Mr.  Hatterslev  ; seventh, 
Mr.  Naylor;  eighth,  Mr.  King.  Most  of  the  other 
members  had  fish,  Mr.  Walters  took  photo  of  all  of  us. 
Mr.  Tagg  has  been  proposed  as  a member. — J.  H. 
Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne  road,  North  Kensington. — Nothing  worthy  of 
note  was  taken  on  the  9th.  I hope  members  will  attond 
on  the  26th  inst.  for  most  important  business  regarding 
new  rales,  and  a special  meeting  will  be  called  for  Oct.  3. 
— J.  Harris. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 

Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Owing  to  the 
j rongh  state  of  the  weather  we  only  had  a moderate 
j show  of  fish  weighed-in  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Whitford,  dace 
and  one  roach,  which  weighed  11b.  6oz. ; Mr.  Robins, 
bream;  Mr.  Davis,  roach;  and  Mr.  Targett,  dace, 

I barbel,  and  one  chub. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street.— On  the 
9th  Mr.  Brett  weighed-in  tench.  On  the  16th  boundary 
| match,  at  Esher,  for  four  prizes,  to  start  by  the  9.0  a.m. 

I from  Waterloo,  or  subsequent  trains ; two  rods,  cease 
fishing  at  dark. — C.  H.  Steer. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street. — In  order  to  avoid  a clash  with 
other  announcements  of  other  kindred  societies  the 
executive,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  have 
decided  to  postpone  the  reading  of  his  (Mr.  Crumplen’s) 
paper  “ Fish  Life  in  the  Planet  Mars”  until  Thursday, 
Oct.  2.  We  had  a very  poor  show  of  fish  on  the  2nd. 
Only  one  weighed-in— Mr.  J.  Wigley,  roach.  I hone  all 
members  will  show  up  next  Wednesday.— F.  T. 
Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone. 

— Our  first  visit  proved  a complete  success,  nineteen 
clubs  answering  the  roll.  Mr.  Carter  in  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Clark.  Daring  the  evening  some  excellent 
songs  were  rendered.  On  our  Benevolent  box  being 
opened  it  was  found  to  contain  11b.  Some  of  our 
members  were  out  on  tbe  9th  taking  a few  good  fish,  Mr. 
Lovett  taking  a fine  roach  and  Mr.  Bonham  tench  ; also 
a fine  show  of  fish  by  an  hon.  member,  namely,  jack, 
121b.  ; bream,  2§lb  and  3£lb.  ; roach,  ljlb.  and  Hlb., 
taken  from  the  Royal  Military  Canal,  Hythe.  We 
made  one  hon.  member,  and  two  working  members  are 
to  be  balloted  for  next  week. — R.  G.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  — On  the  9th  inst.  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in,  viz. : 
Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Harris,  jun.,  Hughes,  sen., 
Hughes,  jun.,  and  Gibbons.  Last  meeting  night  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  making  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Gee).  Mr. 
Jean  Touboulie  was  also  proposed  as  an  hon.  member. 
Members  will  oblige  by  clearing  the  books  by  next 
meeting  night. — G.  Gibbons. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— On  Sept.  9 we  were 
saved  from  a blank  by  Mr.  Warren,  with  a nice  show  of 
roaoh  and  dace  from  tbe  Stort.  Wednesday  being 
quarterly  night,  some  useful  work  was  done  ; two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  we  decided  to  send  a sub- 
scription to  the  Preservation  Fund.  The  final  arrange- 
ments for  our  outing  on  the  16th  are  as  follows  : all  to 
fish  between  Marlow  Bridge  and  Temple  Lock ; tow 
path  only,  and  not  less  than  41b  of  fi.3h  to  count.  Four 
prizes  to  compete  for. — E.  Thorling. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s. — On  Sept.  9 
we  had  a fair  show  of  fish.  Mr.  G.  Johns,  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Kuowlson,  roach  ; and  Mr.  J.  Ryan,  bream 
and  perch. — G.  Young. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 

Arms,  Grafton-street.— The  above  club  fished  for  six 
prizes  on  tbe  9th,  which  resulted  as  follows : Mr.  S. 
King,  first,  with  51b.  lljoz.  roach  and  bream;  J. 
Petrie,  second ; B.  Smith,  third  • Docker,  fourth ; 
Bigsby,  fifth;  C.  Holmes,  sixth.  Mr.  Aldis  also  weighed- 
in  jack.  Our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  List  took 
place  on  Monday,  the  10th.  Chair  taken  by  Mr.  F. 
Moore,  faced  by  Dr.  Fredericks,  when  the  following 
clubs  answered  to  the  roll : Alma,  North  London, 
Bloomsbury,  Eustonians,  Islington  Brothers,  Phoenix, 
City  of  London,  Royal  George,  St.  Luke’s,  Golden 
Barbel,  Camden,  and  Seymour  Brothers.  Although  the 
clubs  were  not  numerous,  the  friends  of  the  members 
showed  up  in  strong  force,  and  a very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent. — E.  Wright. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 

Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Sept.  9 Mr.  Jacobs 
had  about  4Jlb.  of  nice  roach  and  dace  ; Messrs.  Puttock, 
roach  and  bream,  4Jlb.  (largest  roach,  ljlb.) ; Gill,  one 
roach,  over  1 Jib. ; and  Clark,  roach,  dace,  chub,  bream, 
and  gudgeon. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Fisca- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — The  next  outing 
for  two  half-guinea  prizes  presented  by  Mr.  Winifrith 
and  Mr.  Thomas,  takes  place  at  Ashurst  on  the  16th 
inst.  I might  inform  members  that  this  is  the  “ cup 
day.  Mr.  Pope  had  his  regular  Friday’s  show  of  roach, 
and  Mr.  Davis  had  roaoh  and  dace  on  the  9th. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  CamberwoU-road. — Prizes  Nos.  23  and  24 
will  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next.  We  also  have  a 
daily  outing  on  that  day  at  Langlord  for  two  prizes. 
On  Sept.  16  wo  fish  for  two  prizes  at  Pnlboro’.  On  the 
9th  Mr.  Dartnall  had  roach,  saving  us  a blank.  Tho 
new  rules  are  now  roady,  and  members  can  havo  them 
on  application. — J.  J.  F. 
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South  London  United  Visiting  List  —The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothors 
Angling  Society,  held  at  tho  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bor- 
mondsoy-street,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  inst.  As  this 
society  is  always  represented,  and  generally  in  goodly 
numbers,  and  their  host  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  has  presided 
at  several  societies  on  this  list  on  the  occasion  of  their 
reception  of  a visit,  I trust  tho  compliment  will  be 
returned,  and  they  will  receive  a bumper. — Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road.  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Sept.  9 : Mr.  Morgan,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Wood- 
ford, bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Marrows,  bream,  roach, 
and  jack  ; Mr.  Jolly,  roach  ; Mr.  Ruston,  roach  ; Mr. 
Merrish,  bream  and  roach  : Mr.  Bolding,  roach.  Others 
were  out,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in. — G. 
Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorn- 
roaa,  Hammersmith.  — Since  last  report  Messrs.  H. 
Mockeridge  and  Anstead  weighed-in  roach  and  gudgeon. 
Our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  19, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a good  attendance  from  west-end 
clubs  ; plenty  of  room  and  talent.  Mr.  Cornley  was 
made  a member  on  Tuesday.  An  outing  for  club  prizes 
will  be  arranged  next  Tuesday. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  fished  a pegged-down  match,  at  Langford,  on 
Sept,  9,  with  the  following  result : Mr.  J.  Payne  first, 
with  roach  ; and  Mr.  E.  Groves  second,  with  roach. 
Mr.  J.  Oakley  weighed-in  a nice  chub  and  roach,  and 
H.  Church  roach.  The  next  match  will  be  jack  and 
perch  match,  at  Selham. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  9th  ; the  following  bad  fish  : Mr.  A.  Pain,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Betts,  bream  and  dace  ; Mr.  Martin,  roach.  On 
Tuesday  last  Mr.  Martin  was  balloted  for  and  elected. 
I hope  to  see  a good  attendance  next  Tuesday ; im- 
portant business  to  bring  forward. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest-i’oad , Walthamstow. — Since 
my  last  report  we  have  had  an  outing  to  Dagenham, 
and  out  of  the  twenty  members  who  went,  only  three 
were  successful  in  obtaining  fish.  Messrs.  Tisley,  W. 
Davis,  G.  Davis,  Coomber,  Howell,  and  Hoad,  weighed- 
in  on  the  9th.  We  made  a new  member  at  our  last 
meeting. — J.  S. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s-park. — On  Sept.  9 Mr. 
W.  Dodge  weighed-in  roach,  31b.  9foz.  ; Mr.  Roland, 
roach,  lib.  12oz. ; Mr.  A.  Putman,  roach,  21b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  H.  Putman,  roach,  51b.  14oz. — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians. — On  Wednesday,  Sept.  19, 
we  fish  peg-down  match  at  Esher,  Surrey  ; all  to  meet  at 
Waterloo  (S.W.R.),  to  catch  the  8.30  train  out;  six 
prizes,  value  ,£6  6s. — C.  Hibble. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  9th  inst. 
Mr.  Richards  had  a nice  show  of  roach  ; other  members 
had  fish,  but  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  On  the  16th 
inst.  we  fish  a match  at  Broxbourne  for  three  half- 
guinea prizes,  roving  between  Carthagena  Weir  and 
Rye  House  Bridge. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Sept.  9 only  one 
member  weighed-in  fish,  Mr.  F.  Homer,  one  bream, 
31b.  3oz.,  saving  us  from  a blank.  We  fish  a match  for 
five  prizes  at  Burnt  Mill  from  Burnt  Mill  Lock  to  Harlow 
Lock,  on  Sept.  30,  all  to  go  down  on  the  morning.  .The 
train  leaves  Stratford  at  7.39  a.m. — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Sept.  9 a 
few  members  went  out,  but  little  was  done.  Mr.  Bayley, 
bream  and  roach ; Mr.  Bruce,  perch  and  roach.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Greenwood  made  several  more  honorary 
members.  Tuesday  next  being  quarterly  night,  it  is  hoped 
all  members  who  can  attend  will  do  so,  there  being  some 
important  business  to  be  got  through.  Any  gentleman 
wishing  to  join  should  apply — Secretary,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — J.  Greenwood. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  have 
been  out  but  most  of  them  drew  blank.  Messrs.  W.  E. 
Mathews,  roach ; J.  Hicks,  roach  and  bream  ; G. 
Starling,  roach  and  bream. — P Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde 
Three  Colts,  Old  Ford-road. — On  the  9th  Mr.  Hirst 
weighed-in  perch.  Two  honorary  members  were  made 
last  week,  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Crane.  Members 
please  attend  next  Thursday  to  settle  up,  as  it  will  be 
quarterly  night. — C.  Toye. 


Who  knows  the  joy  a flower  knows 
When  it  blows  sweetly  ? 

Who  knows  the  joy  a bird  knows 
When  it  goes  fleetly  ? 

Bird’s  wing  and  flower  stem — 

Break  them,  who  would  ? 

Bird’s  wing  and  flower  stem — 

Make  them,  who  could  ? — Harper’s  Weekly 


A Jerry-built  House,  in  quite  an  aristocratic  part  of  London, 
the  other  day  literally  fell  down  about  its  occupiers’  ears.  Out- 
wardly there  was  nothing  wrong  almost  to  the  very  last,  and 
when  the  catastrophe  occurred  it  spread  consternation  through- 
out the  neighbourhood.  Many  people  suffering  from  ill-health 
keep  up  a brave  appearance,  and  no  one  knows  the  truth  until  it 
is  too  late.  They  go  about  deceiving  themselves  as  well  as  others. 
Why,  oh,  why,  are  they  so  foolish?  Their  blood  is  impure,  their 
nerves  are  shattered,  disease  is  eating  away  their  life.  Well- 
advised  indeed  are  they  if,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour,  they  turn  to 
Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment— remedies  which  give  new  life  and 
vigour  to  all  who  avail  themselves  of  them. 


Jingling  Jiixfures. 

September  16.  - — ; — 

Addison  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Staines. 
Albert  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Chertsey. 
Battersea  Friendly  : Roving  match. 

Bostonian  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Woking. 
Cobden:  Match  at  West  Drayton. 

Dalston  : Competition. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  : Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Eagle  : Prize  outing. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  to  Broxbourne. 

Enterprise  : Prize  outing. 

Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Slough. 

Havelock  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
Highbury  : Outing  to  St.  Neots. 

Hounsfield  Otters  : Roving  match. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Esher. 

South  Bermondsey  : Match  at  Ashnrst. 

South  London  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

St.  John’s  : Outing  to  Marlow. 

Sundial  : Competition. 

Wenlock  : Match  at  Broxbourne. 

September  17. 

Anglers’  Association  : Delegate  meeting. 
Globe  : Benefit  Concert. 

September  18. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Visit. 

September  19. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Competition  at  Esher. 

September  20. 

Liverpool  A. A.  : Outing  to  Rnabon. 


Sept.  23. — Enterprise  : Match  at  Harlow. 

25. — Gresham  : Sea  Fishing  at  Leigh. 

29. — Blackfriars  : Match  at  Yalding. 

29.  — Campbell  United  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

30.  — Amicable  Waltonians:  Competition  at 

Windsor. 

30. — Brothers  Well  Met  : Match. 

30. — Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

30. — Islington  Brothers  : Onting. 

30. — Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Ware. 

30. — West  Ham  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Oct.  1. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Visit. 

2.  — Rodney  : Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

3.  — Brompton  : Concert. 

3. — Brothers  Well  Met : Match. 

9. — Golden  Barbel : Outing  on  the  Thames. 


jottings  bg 

I notice,  from  an  advertisement  in  our  columns,  that 
Messrs.  D.  & W.  H.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  James  Tayler  as  their  London  agent.  Mr. 
Tayler  (it  is  pretty  generally  known)  is  the  author  of 
“ Red  Palmer,”  a practical  treatise  on  Fly-Fishing,  and 
if  a knowledge  of  fishermen,  fishing,  and  fishing  tackle 
is  conducive  to  success,  he  ought  to  have  it. 

******* 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  hon.  sec. of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society,  writes:  ‘‘At  a committee  meeting  held  at 
headquarters  on  Monday,  several  new  members  were 
elected,  and  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  issue 
of  special  railway  coupons  after  25th  inst.  A good 
many  further  applications  for  membership  are  pending  ; 
the  next  election  will  take  place  on  the  24th. 

******* 

With  a view  to  avoid  a clash  with  the  announce- 
ments of  other  kindred  societies,  the  executive  of  the 
Rodney  Piscatorials  have  decided  to  postpone  the 
reading  of  Mr.  Crumplen’s  paper,  “ Fish  Life  in  the 
Planet  Mars,”  until  Tuesday,  Oct.  2. 

******* 

I HEAR  that  the  Association  for  the  Promotion  of 
Home  and  Foreign  Travel,  whose  head  offices  are  at  41, 
Gracechurch-street,  are  arranging  for  a series  of  cheap 
excursions  to  the  most  delightful  parts  of  Ireland  as  a 
field  for  tourist  travel.  The  Sister  Isle  has  been  greatly 
neglected  in  this  respect,  and  the  news  of  the  project 
should  gladden  the  hearts  of  many  anglers,  who  only 
require  cheaper  travelling  facilities  to  induce  them  to 
cross  the  Channel  and  explore  and  fish  the  magnificent 
lakes,  loughs,  and  rivers  of  Ireland,  which  teem  with 
grand  sport-giving  fish.  In  furtherance  of  the  objects 
of  the  association,  an  excursion  was  arranged  to  leave 
Enston  Station,  London,  on  Monday  last  for  Dublin  at  a 
return  fare  of  25s.,  and  allowing  a stay  in  Ireland  of 
fourteen  days,  whilst  tourists  were  booked  on  to  Cork, 
Killarney,  Limerick,  Mallow,  Parsonstown,  and  Thnrles 
at  slightly  increased  rates. 

******* 

On  the  9th  inst.,  or  one  day  prior  to  the  closing  of  the 
Thames  trouting  season,  Mr.  Holland,  the  honorary 
secretary  of  the  Friendly  anglers,  captured  a brace  of 
trout  in  the  Sunbury  Weir  Pool  weighing  61b.  loz.  and 
41b.  14oz.,  with  respective  length  measurements  of 
2ft.  lin.  and  1ft.  lliin. 

******* 

The  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Aquarium  of  the 
U.  S.  Fish  Commission  at  the  Chicago  Exhibition  is  well 
worthy  of  perusal  by  those  who  are  concerned  in  the 
management  of  large  aquaria,  or  who  take  any  general 
interest  in  such  affairs.  It  is  the  record  of  an  ambitious 
enterprise  (says  Nature ),  fraught  with  many  inherent 
difficulties;  and  the  frank  statement  which  Prof.  S.  A. 
Forbes  has  given,  both  of  the  failures  and  the  successes 
which  attended  the  efforts  of  his  staff,  should  be  of 


considerable  service  in  other  and  future  undertakings  ol 
a similar  kind.  The  marine  aquaria  had  a capacity  of 
40, 000  galls.,  and,  although  the  necessary  supply  of  sea- 
water and  marine  animals  had  to  be  obtained  at  a 
distance  of  nearly  a thousand  miles,  this  part  of  tho 
exhibition  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction.  The  fresh- 
water aquaria,  paradoxically  enough,  wero  much  more 
difficult  to  maintain  in  good  condit'on,  owing  to  the 
ravages  wrought  among  the  fishes  by  that  well-known 
fungous  pest  Saprolegnia , the  germs  of  which  wore 
found  to  be  abundant  in  the  water  supply  from  Lake 
Michigan. 

******* 

The  precipitation  of  nocuous  matter  from  the  water 
by  the  ingenious  use  of  an  alum  tank,  followed  by 
careful  filtration,  was  the  principal  means  by  which  the 
disease  was  kept  in  check  ; but  the  least  derangement  of 
the  filtering  apparatus  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
fresh  outbreak  of  the  plague.  Another  equally  trouble- 
some pest  made  its  appearance  during  tbe  bot  weather 
in  the  form  of  an  Infusorian  parasite  ( Ichthyophih/irius 
of  Fouquet),  which  attacked  and  inflamed  the  skins  of 
the  less  hardy  fishes,  and  led  to  a great  mortality. 
“ Young  cat-fish  died  like  sheep  with  the  murrain. 
Special  observations  on  these  two  unbidden  guests  are 
given  as  appendices  to  the  Director’s  Report.  It  may 
be  mentioned,  in  passing,  that  Prof.  Forbes  speaks 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  employment  of  shallow  open 
pools  or  basins,  freely  exposed  to  sun  and  air,  instead 
of  the  traditional  deep,  narrow  tanks  with  sides  of  glass. 
******* 

Mr.  F.  Skinner,  proprietor  of  the  Ben  Jonson, 
Shoe-lane,  Fleet-street,  is  giving  a handsome  light  fishing 
rod  and  reel  to  be  competed  for  by  members  of  the 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  at  St.  Margaret's,  to-day 
(Saturday),  irrespective  of  the  clnb  prizes. 

******* 

The  famous  37? Ib.  pike  taken  from  Lough  Conn  on 
Saturday  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Cockburn  is  being  preserved  by 
Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  of  Great  Qu>  en-street, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.  It  was  taken  on  one  of  this  firm’s 
new  spoons,  mounted  on  single  salmon  gut,  and  gave 
3|  hours’  sport. 

******  * 

This  would  read  like  an  arbitrary  story  had  it 
emanated  from  any  other  than  a man  of  “ standing  ” : 
“ A labouring  man  employed  at  the  sewage  farm  at 
Batchworth,  in  the  locality  of  Rickmansworth,  in  Hert- 
fordshire, according  to  Mr.  S.  A.  Standing,  confidently 
asserts  that  he  has  quite  recently,  when  working  on  this 
farm,  seen  on  more  than  one  occasion,  an  old  blind  rat 
carrying  a piece  of  stick  in  its  moutb,  and  that  two 
other  younger  rats,  one  on  each  side  of  the  blind  one, 
lead  it  about  with  each  end  of  the  stick  also  in  their 
mouth,  and  that  in  this  fashion  they  all  cross  over  a 
wooden  plank.  This,  if  the  assertion  is  correct,  is  not 
only  most  surprising,  but  shows  very  remarkable  sagacity 
on  the  part  of  these  rodents,  which  are  of  the  sewer 
or  water  species.”  A similar  story  is  to  be  found  in  the 
spelling-books  of  sixty  years  ago. 

******* 

J.  M.  W.  B.  says:  “Fishing  at  Enfield  Lock  on 
Tuesday,  I took  four  nice  chub,  41b.,  l^lb.,  mb.,  and  lib. 
The  four-pounder  I struck  at  over  fifty  yards  off  with  a 
very  large  shrimp.  I tried  also  to  move  a good  pike  I 
saw,  but  could  not  spin  near  him  on  account  of  weeds. 
Water  nice  and  clear  for  spinning.” 

******* 

A rock  fisher  named  James  Ronald,  an  ironmoulder, 
residing  at  24£,  Young-street,  Aberdeen,  who  was  at 
Newtownhill  fishing  on  Saturday,  is  believed  to  have 
been  drowned,  his  rod  having  been  found  at  a dangerous 
place  on  Monday. 

******* 

The  Exhibition  of  Photography,  which  was  opened  on 
Tuesday  last,  will  mark  an  epocn  in  the  history  of  whieh 
was  called  “ The  Black  Art.  ’ As  the  Daily  Telegraph 
said  on  Tuesday,  such  an  important  and  iut  resting 
display  has  not  been  seen  in  Lon  ’on  for  many  years. 
An  exhibition  such  as  this,  which  so  clearly  shows  that 
the  Aquarium  authorities  have  got  in  o tbe  iuner  circle 
as  regards  these  displays,  is  of  good  augury  for  the 
Fishing  Exhibition  due  in  March  next  Tne  cattlogue 
of  the  Photographic  Exhibition  is  well  worth  buying, 
for  it  is  most  interesting. 

******* 

Never  again,  says  Sketch , can  the  sport  beloved  of 
Izaak  Walton  be  considered  “ gentle  ” after  the  monster 
demonstration  of  London  anglers  on  September  9th, 
who  postod  down  to  Amberley  twelve  hundred  strong  to 
whip  the  Arun  for  roach,  bream,  and  any  other  pisca- 
torial trifles  that  came.  A fishing  competition  was  the 
object  of  this  exodus,  and  great  anxiety  felt  as  to  who 
would  secure  the  vantage  points  of  the  river,  where  a 
good  basketful  might  be  counted  on  On  a gi  ven  signal 
from  the  starter  there  was  a rush  for  the  river  banks 
and  a show  of  “ clean  heels,”  to  which  a Rngbv  football 
match  would  have  been  a trifle.  The  extraordinary 
racket  might,  indeed,  have  scared  any  peaceably-minded 
fish  into  retiring,  but  excellent  baskets  were  made,  and 
the  forty  prizes  fished  for  were  duly  awarded  after  the 
weighing-in  ceremony  during  the  evening.  I quite 
admit  the  accuracy  of  this  “ sketch  ” with  one  excep- 
tion, and  that  is  the  “ whipping  ” for  bream. 

******* 

October  28  is  the  day  appointed  for  the  Thames 
Competition  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  Mr.  Abrahuns,  the 
hon.  sec.,  tells  me  that  no  boats  will  be  allowed.  Tow 
path  only ; back  waters  barred;  from  Windsor  Bridge 
to  the  black  fence  facing  Lord  Fitzgerald’s  ; one  rod 
only  allowed ; weigh-in  at  five  p.m.  He  also  advises 
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that  tickets  bo  applind  for  oarly.  This  competition 
should  bo  the  moans  of  largely  augmenting  tho  funds  of 
a worthy  society. 

******* 

In  answer  to  several  inquiries,  I may  say  that  a lino 
to  Mr.  J.  Piokorsgill,  12,  Bingley-stroet,  Loods,  will 
rooo'vo  prompt  attention.  Some  famous  hair  lines 
(chestnut)  or  cured  wasp  grubs — for  wintor  fishing — 
(over  50  0(10  in  stock)  will  be  sent  post-free  to  any  part 
of  tho  United  Kingdom  on  receipt  of  stamps, 

• **••*• 

Tiik  Caxtonian  Cup  Competition  came  off  at  Kingston- 
on-Thames  on  Thursday,  and  Mr.  W.  II.  Cate  won  it 
with  a handsome  roach.  The  second  prize  (value  throe 
guineas)  was  secured  by  the  president,  Mr.  W.  Cate, 
with  another  very  handsome  roach.  Four-and-a-half- 
ounoes  only  between  first  and  second  prize.  The  wind 
was  cold,  the  water  clear,  and  not  until  evening  conld 
the  fish  bo  induced  to  “ bite.” 

******* 

In  ono  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hatton’s  delightful  “Cigarette 
Papers,”  which  are  appearing  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post , I read,  “ 1 Th’s  day  a stag  must  die  ! ’ We  drove 
the  next  day  to  Lynton.  ‘ Three’s  company,  two’s  none,’ 
only  applies  when  there  is  a lady  in  the  case.  We 
found  the  Major  very  companionable.  With  the  resource- 
fulness of  a soldier  he  combined  the  bonliommie  of  a 
traveller.  The  scenery  was  lovely  enough  to  keep 
us  in  the  sentimental  vein,  and  the  well-known  heroism 
of  our  sons  stimulated  our  patriotism.  We  thought 
of  Raleigh  and  Drake,  and  the  other  heroes  of  the 
‘ glorious  days  of  good  Queen  Bess,’  though  within  a day 
or  two  we  began  to  almost  hate  ‘ Lorna  Doone  ’ and 
‘ Westward  Ho  ! ’ Yes  ; let  us  be  frank  in  our  confes- 
sions. Every  steamer  and  coach  was  either  a ‘ Lorna 
Doone  ’ or  a ‘ Westward  Ho  ! ’ ; and  so  was  every  other 
book  in  every  shop  window.  The  Americans  at  the 
Valley  of  Rocks  Hotel  were  there  to  explore  the  Lorna 
Doone  country  ; at  a local  table  d’hote  one  of  the  dishes 
was  commended  as  a favourite  of  the  strong-armed 
Blackmore  hero,  whose  picture  tucking  up  his  sleeves  it 
was  impossib'e  to  get  away  from  until  we  drove  across 
Exmoor,  and  found  the  angler  and  the  hunter  in  posses- 
sion of  the  remainder  of  the  world.’ 

******* 

“ The  trout  and  the  stag  were  everything  at  Dulver- 
ton.  One  heard  no  more  of  ‘ Lorna  Doone  ’ or  ‘ West- 
ward Ho  ! ’ We  would  not  have  minded  just  a little 
recognition  of  K’ngsley  and  Blackmore,  buit  the  * Bad- 
minton Library,’  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  the  Field 
were  the  sole  literature  at  Dulverton.  The  hotel  was 
full  of  the  votaries  of  the  hunt,  tempered  by  one  or 
two  fishermen.  They  monopolised  every  corner;  they 
even  slept  in  the  sitting-rooms  ; at  dinner  they  talked 
stags  ; in  the  smoke  room  they  talked  stags  ; at  break- 
fast they  talked  stags  : and  then  in  a persistent  drizzle 
that  would  have  damped  any  ordinary  enthusiasm  they 
cantered  off  to  the  meet,  in  mackintoshes  and  leggings, 
and  on  sturdy  steeds  that  would  need  all  their  pluck, 
for  ‘ This  day  a stag  must  die.’  ” 

******* 

“ 1 Why  not  London  ? ’ — A lovely  country,  all  this 
land  of  Devon  and  Somerset,  gay  with  wild  flowers, 
musical  with  mountain  torrents,  rich  in  woodland, 
purple  with  moorlands  that  dip  down  to  the  sea  and 
climb  up  to  the  clouds  ; the  paradise  of  anglers,  and 
equally  adored  by  lovers  of  the  chase  : the  finest  hunting 
com  try  in  England,  dotted  with  unsophisticated  villages, 
populated  by  a people  not  above  being  polite  to  strangers, 
romantic  from  its  association  with  the  first  great  days 
of  British  pioneering,  and  altogether  delightful.  At  the 
same  time  a day  at  Dulverton,  with  a steady  rain,  a 
crowded  hotel,  and  everybody  talking  trout  or  stags, 
takes  a long  time  hefore  it  gives  place  to  night ; and  it 
was  the  Major  who  said,  ‘ Why  not  London?  ’ ” 

• * * * * * * 

The  president  of  the  North  London  Angling  Society, 
Mr.  G.  Hovle,  writing  from  “lovely  Dulverton,”  says  : 
“ Jnst  a line  to  let  you  know  I am  alive,  but  am  quite  at 
a loss  to  account  for  the  fish  not  rising.  They  must 
have  forgotten  the  way  to  rise.  Stag  hunting  seems  to 
he  He  principal  pport ; I was  in  at  the  death  yesterday. 
Bnt  I came  for  tront,  and  unless  better  luck  attends  me, 
I shall  c -me  ha"k  to  London.”  “Great  minds  assimi- 
late ” This  brings  me  back  to  the  subject:  “ Why  not 
London  ? ” 

******* 

An  angler,  whose  volumes  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are 
complete  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  with  the  exception  of 
ten  numbers,  would  be  glad  if  he  could  obtain  them. 
Tbev  are  as  follows  : Dec.  18, 1880  ; Feb.  19,  1881  ; April 
16.  1881  ; July  23,  1881  : June  3,  1882;  Dec.  22,  1883  ; 
Dec  25.  1886  : June  2,  1888;  Dec.  22,  1888  ; July  2,  1892. 
■{See  advertisement  on  p.  284.) 

******* 

On  Tuesday,  the  25th  inst.,  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  will  have  a sea  fishing  excursion  to  Leigh, 
leaving  Fenchurch-street  at  8.23  a.m.  Mr.  C.  Fosbrooke, 
11,  Water-lane,  E.C.,  is  arranging  for  tickets,  boats, 
baits,  &e. 

******* 

Every  fisherman  has  heard  of  the  fish  called  the 
“Weever.”  and  has  heard  (if  not  felt)  its  poisonous, 
pricklv  spines  ; b ut  every  fisherman  has  not  caught  one. 
My  advice  to  the  novice  (especially  as  sea  fishing  is 
becoming  bo  fashionable)  is  — go  to  the  Zoological 
Gardena  and  view  the  splendid  specimens  recently 
acquired,  ar  d see  whether  you  can  disengage  tho  hook 
(si  pposing  you  should  be  fortunate  (?)  enough  to  capture 
one)  without  wishing  you  had  not. 

• ****** 

Under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Newham  (the 
keeper  of  Wimbledon  Lake)  the  famous  “ near-London  ” 


resort  is  fast  becoming  worthy  of  patronage.  Some  good 
bream — and  plenty  of  them — were  captured  during  tho 
past  week.  It  is  interesting  to  see  the  little  ponds  in 
which  this  enthusiastic  fisherman-keeper  “ keeps”  his 
baits.  They  are  called  —Loch  Lomond,  Loch  Nagar,  and 
Loch  Leven  (I  may  be  wrong,  but  any  way  they  are 
named  after  three  famous  lochs). 

• •*••** 

A certain  well-known  member  of  a certain  well- 
known  angling  club  had  been  to  Guernsey  (sea-fishing). 
He  sent  home  to  a brother  member  (a  doctor)  a splendid 
specimen  of  a wraHse.  Tho  doctor,  I may  remark,  was 
collecting  tho  teeth  of  various  species  of  fish  to  complete 
his  museum.  The  doctor,  however,  was  absent  “ on 
his  holidays,”  and  the  locum  tenens  thought  he  could 
deal  with  the  case  on  his  own  responsibility.  He 
thereupon  ordered  it  to  be  cooked  and  served  for  break- 
fast. This  was  the  result  of  tho  post-mortem  examina- 
tion : “ Thinking  the  fish  would  be  a bit  second-hand  by 
the  time  it  reached  you,  I had  it  for  breakfast ; but 
must  say  it  was  not  worth  the  money  I paid  for  the 
carriage.” 

*****  * * 

A Lively  “ Catch.” 

On  a summer’s  day  by  the  river’s  brink 
Sat  a maiden  fair,  with  her  eyes — the  pair — 

On  a book  that  gave  thoughts  to  think. 

Just  over  the  way  on  the  other  side 

Was  an  angler  youth,  who  glanced  forsooth 
At  the  nook  where  the  maid  did  hide. 

The  maiden  read  on  and  on  in  the  book 

As  though  the  theme  were  to  her  a dream— 

A dream  that  real  life  forsook. 

The  angler  plied  his  art  with  a zest 
Quite  worthy  of  note,  and  as  though  by  rote  — 

He  knew  Walton,  and  all  the  rest. 

The  day  wore  on,  and  the  maiden  tired 
Of  reading  her  book  in  the  shady  nook, 

And  to  angle  her  heart  aspired. 

But  the  storm-clouds  rose  and  the  rain  beat  down, 

And  the  maiden  hied  to  a bridge  she  descried 
To  save  getting  a spattered  gown. 

The  angler’s  patience  had  brought  him  no  sport — 

Ob,  how  friends  would  laugh,  and  laugh  and  chaff, 

At  his  patience  all  spent  for  naught ! 

He  must  shelter  seek  till  the  storm  is  past ; 

And  the  bridge  he  gains,  where  the  beating  rains 
Are  kept  quite  at  bay — and  the  blast. 

On  the  other  bank  stands  the  maid  who  sat 
By  the  water’s  side  while  the  angler  plied 
His  skill,  with  a knowledge  quite  pat. 

With  a bow  and  a smile,  like  a friend  well  met, 

He  glanced  o’er  the  stream,  and,  gently  I ween, 

Asked  inquiringly,  “ Are  you  wet?” 

“ Not  a bit,”  said  she,  with  a smiling  face, 

“Have  you  had  some  sport — any  fish  have  you 
caught  ? ” 

She  asked,  with  a very  good  grace. 

“ Not  a bit — not  a fish  have  I landed, 

And  you,  well,  may  bet  with  this  spell  of  wet 
All  sport  for  to-day  is  stranded.” 

His  float  disappeared  and  rose  in  the  weeds 
On  the  other  side  ; he  tugged  and  he  tried, 

But  his  efforts  were  mocked  by  reeds. 

So  his  line  he  cast  to  the  further  shore. 

And  the  maiden  stayed  to  lend  him  her  aid, 

That  the  hook  might  be  free  once  more. 

To  the  other  side  strode  the  angling  youth — 

He  tried  his  best,  the  maid  did  his  behest, 

But  fiction’s  not  stranger  than  truth. 

The  rain  soon  gave  o’er,  and  the  storm  was  past ; 

The  fish,  all  elate,  had  swallowed  the  bait, 

But  the  hook  had  caught  firm  and  fast. 

Happily  homeward  he  wended  his  way, 

And  all  his  friends  laughed,  and  laughed  and  chaffed, 
With  his  lively  “ catch  ” of  the  day. 

Now  just  take  the  tip,  all  ye  anglers  bland, 

If  the  day  turns  wet  and  no  sport  you  get, 

You’re  sure  of  a “ catch  ” on  the  land.  Fly. 

They  had  all  told  tales,  says  Harper’s  Magazine,  of 
their  success  in  landing  fish  of  enormous  size.  Hawkins 
alone  had  modestly  held  himself  in  check.  Finally  he 
groaned.  “ You  make  me  weary,”  he  said.  “ Big  fish  ! 
Great  Scott ! yours  were  minnows  alongside  of  one  I 
caught.  I don’t  know  how  big  he  was,  but  it’s  a fact 
that  he  had  gallons  instead  of  gills,  and  he  was  covered 
with  hay  scales,  by  Jove  ! ” 

******* 

Mr.  Piolaine,  of  the  Walworth  Waltonians,  whilst 
staying  at  Amberley,  weighed-in  at  the  Cricketers  one 
roach  lib.  lloz.  and  one  lib.  8oz. — two  handsome  fish,  in 
fine  condition. 

******* 

D.  W.  C.  Farrington  sent  some  little  notes  to  the 
Lowell  Mail  some  years  ago,  and,  believing  they  might 
interest  some  of  the  younger  readers  of  Gameland,  they 
appeared  in  the  June  number  of  that  capital  journal. 
Here  they  are : 

******* 

Reader,  did  you  ever  go  “ a-fishing?  ” If  you  have, 
then  you  know  all  about  it ; if  not,  you  have  something 
to  learn  and  some  pleasure  in  store,  and  I can  give  you 
some  points.  People  do  not  always  go  fishing  to  catch 
fish,  because  if  they  do,  they  do  not.  But  they  say  they 
do  all  the  same.  It  is  not  proper  to  say  “ catching  fish,” 
but  you  should  say  “ killing  fish,”  and  do  not  call  a fish 
pole  a fish  pole.  It  is  more  sportsmanlike  to  call  it  a 


rod.  If  you  intend  to  make  a fishing  excursion,  com- 
mence a month  in  advance  to  overbanl  yonr  tackle  and 
keep  it  np  daily  (Sundays  not  excepted)  until  you  start. 
There  is  much  more  pleasure  in  this  than  in  the  real 
business  of  fishing.  Dig  your  bait  on  Sunday,  as  the 
worms,  knowing  that  the  boys  are  all  at  Sunday-school, 
come  to  the  surface  on  that  day,  and  are  easily  taken. 
An  old  tomato  can  makes  the  best  bait  box.  If  you  have 
a lot  of  new  fishing  apparatus,  roll  it  in  the  mud  before 
starting,  or  you  will  be  called  “ green  ” like  a newly 
married  couple. 

*••••** 

A 8uit  of  corduroy  with  knee  breeches  and  long  stock- 
ings with  high-laced  hob-nailed  boots  will  attract  the 
attention  of  your  fellow-travellers  if  not  the  fish.  After 
taking  your  seat  in  the  cars  take  a bottle  out  and  pass 
it  to  your  companion.  If  you  do  this  often  yon  are  sure 
to  be  known  as  fishermen.  On  arriving  at  the  pond  if 
there  are  two  in  the  party  take  one  boat  and  one  guide 
for  both,  ^ou  will  have  such  fun  separating  your  lines 
when  they  become  entangled  in  making  yonr  casts. 
Before  going  out  it  is  well  to  “ take  something  ” for 
luck,  and  if  the  sun  shines  very  hot,  “ take  something” 
to  prevent  being  sun-struck.  If  it  rains,  “ take  some- 
thing ” to  prevent  getting  cold,  or  if  the  wind  blows, 
“ take  something”  to  keep  off  rheumatism.  If  the  fish 
do  not  rise,  “ take  something”  to  keep  your  courage  up, 
and  the  more  you  “ take  ” the  more  fun  you  will  have. 
******* 

If  you  are  lucky  you  will  kill  a few  fish,  but  more 
likely  you  will  not,  as  luck  in  fishing  comes  very 
seldom.  If,  however,  you  do  have  some  success,  fill 
your  basket  nearly  full  of  grass  or  moss,  with  a stone 
in  the  bottom  for  weight,  then  put  in  your  small  fish 
first,  and  place  the  large  one3  uppermost.  When  you 
exhibit  them,  the  fools  will  think  your  basket  is  filled 
with  trout  such  as  they  see  on  the  top. 

******* 

Eat  your  lunch  early,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  have  a 
splitting  headache  before  night,  caused  by  the  hot  sun 
and  the  water — not  the  water  you  drink.  On  your  way 
home  talk  enthusiastically  of  the  sport  you  have  had, 
and  relate  a long  yarn  about  a fish  you  hooked,  which 
was  about  the  length  of  your  arm,  and  which  hauled  you 
and  the  boat  all  about  the  pond,  but  finally  “ got  off  ” 
the  hook.  Estimate  its  weight  at  fully  seven  pounds. 
Some  fishermen  enjoy  more  in  telling  about  the  fish 
they  lose  than  of  those  they  kill,  because  there  are  more 
of  them. 

***•••• 

When  you  return  home,  if  your  fish  have  been  out  of 
the  water  two  or  thre6  days,  send  them  to  yonr  friends, 
who  will  reward  you  by  asking  you  whe-e  you  bought 
them.  In  telling  how  many  fish  you  killed  in  two  hours, 
it  is  well  to  make  an  arithmetical  calculation  in  advance, 
for  if  it  amounts  to  more  than  three  per  minute  your 
friends  may  think  you  are  lying.  In  giving  the  size  of 
your  fish,  place  the  forefinger  of  your  right  hand  a 
little  below  the  elbow  of  your  left  arm.  This  is  better 
than  giving  their  weight,  as  trout  are  inclined  to  shrink 
considerably  between  the  hook  and  the  frying-pan. 
******* 

After  you  have  recovered  from  the  headache  and  your 
nose  has  assumed  its  normal  colour  and  the  skin  is  well 
peeled,  you  will  feel  much  invigorated  and  improved  in 
health  and  strength,  therefore  I recommend  to  every 
man  who  is  worn  and  jaded  with  the  cares  and  labours 
of  life  to  go  “ a-fishing.” 

******* 

We  were  five — anglers — with  the  sporting  instinct 
strong  upon  us.  Individual  competition  did  not  com- 
mend itself ; we  wished  to  take  sides,  but  found  three 
against  two  to  be  objectionable  odds.  In  the  nick  of 
time,  the  village  dairyman  suddenly  appeared,  just  as 
does  the  hero  in  the  Adelphi  drama,  exactly  when  his 
presence  becomes  necessary  to  prevent  a blunder,  a 
fiasco,  a crime.  “ Milkie  ” longed  to  share  our  joy  ; we 
took  him  to  our  hearts  and  bore  with  him,  he  completed 
our  set;  we  lent  him  a rod,  and  tossed  for  sides.  He 
was  allotted  to  my  side  (an  allotment  which  I bore 
with  becoming  equanimity).  All  round,  we  wheedled 
roach  from  the  water  pretty  freely,  but  “ Milkie  ’’always 
caught  the  smallest,  which  kept  our  side’s  creel  on  the 
dwarfish  side  of  the  game.  At  last,  by  a fluke,  he 
struck  a greedy  whopper,  a real  specimen,  the  largest  of 
the  day’s  catch,  and,  to  the  tyro’s  credit,  it  was  bounced 
on  to  the  bank,  to  the  shame  and  surprise  of  the  other 
five  rodsters.  He,  who  had  landed  small  undersized 
snigs,  now  triumphed  over  us  with  the  crack  fish,  which 
raised  the  hopes  and  fired  the  imagination  of  his  fellow 
competitors.  He  appeared  to  be  a wooden-headed 
fellow,  “ for  a’  that,  an’  a’  that,”  one  into  whose  head  a 
joke  or  humorous  idea  could  not  be  driven  with  a sledge 
hammer.  But  the  clown  was  now  a conqueror,  a “ star  ” 
in  the  “ milky  way,”  a cameo  in  chalk.  The  denouement, 
was  complete  when  he  ejaculated  : “ There  ! I’m  first  at 
last ; I’ve  always  been  behind  hefore  ! ” 

* * * * * * # 

The  fly  rod  presented  to  Mr.  C.  M.  Woodford  by  the 
Epsom  Angling  Society,  on  Sept.  5,  was  built  by  Mr.  J. 

R.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  and  was  not,  as 
stated,  a “ white  cane,”  bnt  a “ compressed  whole 
cane.” 

******* 

It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  “ Preservation  Week  ” 
of  1894  will  beat  the  record.  Several  clubs,  in  addition 
to  voting  sums  from  their  funds  towards  this  laudable 
object,  are  organising  concerts.  A reminder  has  just 
reached  me,  that  on  Oot.  3,  the  Brompton  Angling 
Society,  D’Oyley  Arms,  Marlborough-road,  Cholsoa, 

S. W.,  will  hold  a concert  in  aid  of  the  General  Preserva- 
tion Fund,  on  which  occasion  tho  chair  will  bo  taken  by 

Dragnet. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  eighth  annual  contest  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  United  Angling  Association  took  place  on  the 
River  Avon  at  Twyning,  near  Tewkesbury,  on  Monday 
ast,  Sept.  10.  Two  special  trains  were  engaged  by  the 
association  to  convey  the  members  and  their  friends  to 
Bredon,  which  is  the  nearest  station  to  the  contest 
ground.  The  first  train  left  New  Street  at  6.45,  and  the 
second  at  7 o’clock  ; both  trains  were  well  filled,  as  in  all 
something  like  850  anglers  and  their  friends  travelled  by 
the  two  trains.  Bredon  was  reached  in  about  one  and  a 
half  hours,  the  last  train  arriving  at  8.30.  A brass  band 
was  in  waiting  at  the  station  to  lead  the  way  to  the 
Fleet  Inn,  which  was  reached  at  about  nine  o’clock. 
After  a short  rest  the  referees,  Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance, 
proceeded  with  the  draw  for  swims,  and  the  501  con- 
testants were  soon  on  the  road  to  their  fishing  places, 
and  at  11.30  the  signal  to  commence  was  given.  Fishing 
continued  until  2.30,  when  the  bags  with  the  fish  in 
were  collected  by  the  umpires  and  brought  to  the 
weighing-in  tent,  the  result  being  as  follows  : 

1.  H.  Medicott,  Rose  and  Crown. 

2.  W.  Davis,  Deritend. 

3.  T.  Foley,  Old  Green  Man. 

4.  A.  Cecil,  Bellbarn. 

5.  C.  Cottrell,  Tenby. 

6.  — Simpson,  Deritend. 

7.  H.  Simmons,  Deritend. 

8.  J.  Kingerley,  jun.,  Highgate  Park. 

9.  O.  Williams,  Sparkbrook. 

10.  W.  Hollings,  Deritend. 

11.  T.  Dowding  Prospect. 

12.  T.  Reeves,  Small  Heath. 

13.  — Kibby,  Bordesley  Waltonians. 

14.  — Watton,  Balsall  Heath  Britannia. 

15.  G.  Homer,  Fruitful  Vine. 

16.  J.  G.  Brown,  Small  Heath. 

17.  — Mountford,  Sparkbrook. 

18.  W.  Monks,  Small  Heath. 

19.  W.  Peakman,  Aston  Britannia. 

20.  J.  Underwood,  Brookfields. 

21.  E.  Simki88.  Hearts  of  Oak. 

22.  A.  Lacey,  St.  Paul’s. 

23.  W.  Aldhouse,  West  End. 

24.  G.  Hunt,  Dudley. 

25.  W.  Horne,  sen.,  Deritend. 

26.  W.  Skemer,  Belmont. 

27.  E Walker,  Highgate  Park. 

28.  J.  Cross,  Sparkbrook. 

29.  G.  Rayson,  Highgate. 

30.  — Perkins,  Balsall  Heath  Britannia. 

31.  A.  Padget,  Brookfields. 

32.  J.  Smith,  Hilly  fields. 

33.  J.  Cook,  Birmingham  Heath. 

34.  A.  Nash,  Highgate. 

35.  T.  Russell,  Ashted. 

36.  A.  Dethridge,  Tenby. 

37.  — Manning,  Highgate. 

38.  — Hollings,  Spring  Hill. 

39.  H.  Hall,  Hearts  of  Oak. 

40.  — Badger,  Belmont. 

41.  C.  Wainwright,  West  End. 

42.  W.  Blunn,  Burlington. 

43.  W.  Robins,  Tenby. 

44.  R.  Tyler,  Leopold. 

45.  J.  Adams,  Ashted. 

46.  T.  Poole,  Aston  Manor. 

47.  W.  Crow,  Belmont. 

48.  J.  Darby,  Handsworth. 

49.  — Tuekey,  Queen’s  Arms. 

50.  J.  Bryant,  Rose  and  Crown. 

51.  F.  Freeth,  Belmont. 

52.  — Sydenham,  Rose  and  Crown. 

53.  W.  Welsh,  Oak. 

54.  H.  Herbert,  Garrison. 

55.  W.  Gibbs,  Bellbarn. 

56.  W.  Kimberley,  St.  Paul’s. 

The  winner’s  weight  of  fish  was  21b.  2Joz.,  and  the 
lowest  weight  taking  a prize  is  lljoz.  The  sport  on  the 
whole  was  very  poor,  which  was  in  a measure  due  to 
the  brightness  of  the  day  and  the  clearness  of  the  water. 

A further  circumstance  which  militated  against  big 
catches  was  the  action  of  a gentleman  with  a steam 
launch,  who  continued  to  run  it  up  and  down  the  river 
between  the  ranks  of  the  anglers  during  the  whole 
time  the  contest  was  going  on.  Mr.  T.  Reeves  took 
the  largest  roach,  which  weighed  lib.  5Joz.,  for 
which  be  will  receive  a silver  medal,  presented  by 
Mr.  J.  Wood.  The  first  prize-winner’s  club  will  now 
hold  the  challenge  cup  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  ; 
he  will  also  receive,  in  addition  to  his  first  prize,  a 
diploma  of  honour,  as  also  will  his  club.  The  prizes, 
which  number  fifty-six,  are  of  a choice  character,  the’ 
value  being  ,£38.  The  brass  band  during  the  day 
played  a choice  selection  of  popular  dance  music,  which 
was  very  much  appreciated  by  the  ladies.  After  the 
contest  the  committee  and  friends  sat  down  to  dinner  at 
the  Fleet  Inn.  Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  prize 
distribution.  The  contest  and  outing  was,  from  a 
monetary  point  of  view,  in  every  way  a decided  success. 

It  was  expected  that  more  members  would  have  com- 
peted, but  with  the  present  depression  of  trade  the 
committee  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  themselves 
upon  the  financial  results  of  the  excursion  and  outing. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  district  still  complain  that  roach 
are  off  the  feed,  and  that  some  rain  must  fall  before  there 
is  an  improvement  in  this  particular  class  of  sport.  Not- 


withstanding the  adverse  conditions  of  the  water,  sevoral 
gentlemen  have,  this  week,  made  some  vory  respect- 
able baskets  of  roach  from  baited  switps,  but,  of  course, 
only  those  have  been  successful  who  have  selected  the 
finest  tackle  and  offered  the  most  tempting  baits.  Fly- 
fishing for  roach  on  the  Welland  has  been  attended  with 
very  satisfactory  results.  Recently  two  sportsmen,  in 
a day  and  a half,  took  six  or  seven  dozen,  weighing  in 
the  aggregate  over  181b.,  the  best  half  dozen  weighing 
close  upon  51b.  Most  of  these  were  taken  with  the 
Black  Gnat,  but  the  Honey  Dun  Bumble  was  also  used 
with  success.  On  this  river  bream,  chub,  and  dace  have 
also  offered  fair  sport.  On  the  Forty-foot  perch  fishing 
has  greatly  improved  during  the  last  few  days,  and 
some  very  nice  baskets  have  been  made  at  the  drain- 
ends  which  run  into  the  river.  There  is,  however,  very 
little  pike  fishing  to  be  had  on  this  river  at  present,  as 
the  bottom  weeds  are  too  thick  to  permit  of  trolling. 
The  Witham  continues  to  be  largely  patronised  by 
north-country  anglers,  most  of  whom  have  done  well, 
especially  amongst  bream. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  on  the  River  Hull  for  the  last  few  days  has 
only  been  moderate,  and  with  the  exception  of  a trout 
weighing  21b.  3Joz.,  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wawne,  very  little  has  been  done.  A few  good  takes  of 
flounders  and  eels  have  been  made  at  Hessleand  Brough 
Havens,  and  Mr.  Jaggers  landed  a trout  of  21b.  5Joz. 
The  Blundells  A.S.  held  their  third  match  at  Newport. 
The  first  three  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Dyson, 
G.  Dodgson,  and  J.  Newell;  and  the  Victoria  A.S. 
journeyed  to  the  same  place  to  fish  their  third  match  of 
the  season,  with  the  following  result  : First,  Mr.  C. 
Wurr;  second,  Mr.  A.  Wrightson ; and  third,  Mr.  G. 
Fowler.  The  Albert  A.S.  will  travel  to  West  Beckend 
to  fish  their  fourth  match  this  season  on  the  River  Hull 
on  Oct.  11.  The  Hull  Albion  A.S.  and  the  East  Hull 
A.S.  will  both  fish  their  fourth  matches  of  the  season  at 
Brigg  on  Oct.  11,  and  the  Hull  Town  and  I mperial 
Angling  Societies  have  arranged  to  fish  their  fourth 
matches  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  River  Ludd,  on  Oct. 
11.  The  Blundells  A.S.  will  also  fish  their  fourth  match 
of  the  season  on  the  same  day,  but  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  at  Newport. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Brilliant  weather  continues,  and  reports  of  angling 
vary  from  different  centres.  A number  of  visitors  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Appleby  have  enjoyed  fair  fly- 
fishing on  the  Eden  during  the  daytime,  but  evening  is 
the  best  time  for  sport  on  this  and  other  rivers.  Perch 
fishing  on  Windermere  is  almost  at  a standstill,  as  the 
fish  are  migrating  from  the  shallows  to  deeper  water. 
Two  friends  on  Monday,  fishing  for  several  hours,  only 
secured  five,  the  largest  slightly  exceeding  Jib. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Match  fishing  still  keeps  a foremost  position,  and  the 
total  value  of  the  prizes  offered  must  be  enormous.  The 
trip  of  the  Manchester  clubs  on  the  6th  to  Chester  was 
wefl  patronised,  and  probably  may  be  repeated  next 
year.  A new  society  has  been  formed  at  Lawton,  with 
headquarters  at  the  Ram’s  Head.  The  newly  formed 
auxiliary  society  at  St.  Helen’s  is  rapidly  assuming 
formidable  proportions,  and  promises  to  further  stimu- 
late angling  in  that  town.  The  open  competition  at 
Astley  on  the  5th,  drew  ninety-five  competitors,  in- 
cluding somo  of  the  best  canal  fishermen  in  the  county. 
All  affiliated  clubs  in  Manchester  are  reminded  of  the 
district  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  20th. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

Prospects  are  opening  out  a little  more  hopeful  for 
salmon  anglers  on  the  Lune.  Netting  on  the  tidal 
portion  of  the  river  was  brought  to  a stop  last  week-end, 
and  this  week-end  will  see  a cessation  of  netting  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Owners  of  nets  are  making 
the  most  of  their  opportunity,  and  some  fine  fish  are 
being  taken  from  the  river.  One  on  Monday— netted 
with  six  others— weighed  301b.  Now  that  netting 
is  practically  over  there  are  really  few  fish  left  in  the 
river,  and  the  water  is  so  low  that  they  could  not  ascend 
even  if  they  wished.  A good  flood  and  plenty  of  salmon 
would  just  now  gladden  the  hearts  of  fly  anglers.  The 
Fishery  Board  have  just  appointed  two  more  watchers. 
Coarse  fishing  is  still  depressed,  and  sea  fishing  is  off 
altogether.  The  boating  oalamity  at  Morecambe  has 
put  a stop  to  boating,  sailing,  and  fishing. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Autumn  fishing  in  Leicestershire  at  present  is  well 
up  to  the  average.  Both  the  river  and  canal  have  been 
more  sparsely  attended,  and  with  the  absence  of  rain 
the  waters  are  getting  lower.  At  the  waters  adjoining 
the  town  Messrs.  Bates,  Manship,  Hobbs,  Gibbs,  and 
Moulding  had  some  good  fish.  Higher  up  the  Leicester 
preserved  waters  the  best  sport  has  been  obtained  at  the 
canal,  a number  of  anglers  did  well,  W.  J.  Worth  being 
the  most  successful.  At  Narborough,  anglers  have 
fared  badly.  As  usual,  the  Wreake  has  claimed  a lot 
of  attention,  and  upon  the  whole  anglers  in  this  locality 
have  met  with  moderate  suocess. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Some  fair  sport  with  roach  has  been  had  this  week  on 
the  Yare  at  Buckenham  and  Brundell,  and  also  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  same  river  above  Norwich  ; catches 
of  from  two  to  four  Btone  of  fish  have  been  secured.  On 
the  Bure  little  has  been  done  with  roach  and  bream  ; 
only  a few  small  bags  have  been  taken.  On  Wroxham 
Broad,  on  Monday,  M.  H.  Newman,  Esq.,  took  a pike 
weighing  221b.,  length,  42jin.  This  is  the  first  good- 
sized  fish  that  has  been  killed  this  season  in  this  district, 
and  was  in  very  good  condition.  It  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  T.  E.  Gunn,  of  Norwich,  for  preservation. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Many  gentlemen  have  recently  fished  the  barbel 
swims  at  Shardlow  (the  best  length  on  the  Trent)  and 
King’s  Mills,  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  a few  barbel  were  got  with  the  worm. 
Eight  fish  were  also  caught  below  Cavendish  Bridge  ; 
they  fell  to  the  rod  of  a friend  staying  with  a Shardlow 
tradesmen,  he  using  the  ledger  line.  Weed  is  such  a 
nuisance  in  the  Upper  Trent  this  season  as  to  render 
float  fishing  a work  of  considerable  difficulty.  At 
King’s  Mills,  in  two  afternoons,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the 
lessee,  has  bagged  fifteen  chub  with  worm,  and  on 
Monday  I hid  a large  basket  from  the  reach  below. 
Roach,  like  dace,  are  taking  maggot  better  than  wheat. 
An  angler  frequenting  private  waters  near  Stoke  has 
returned  with  live  splendid  pike,  the  heaviest  weighing 
151b.  ; these  fish  fell  to  the  artificial  spoon  bait.  Pike 
have  again  been  creeled  at  King’s  Mills,  where  on 
Monday  a Derby  gentleman  using  the  live  bait  hooked 
and  landed  a.  chub  of  nearly  41b.  Mr.  H.  Briggs, 
Radford,  fishing  at  Wilford  for  dace,  has  taken  a 
gudgeon,  which  he  left  for  my  inspection,  weighing 
exactly  3oz.  Messrs.  F.  and  S.  Wallis,  G.  Bates,  Fred 
Baker,  E.  West,  and  H.  Coxon,  have  been  chosen  by  the 
Wellington  Association  as  the  six  to  oppose  the  Newark 
Piscatorial  Society  (six)  in  the  first  of  the  two  matches 
to  be  fished  on  the  river.  The  first  takes  place  on  the 
Shardlow  waters  on  Thursday  next. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Sport  during  the  past  week  has  practically  been  nil ; 
and  thoss  anglers  who  have  been  out  have  returned 
somewhat  disconsolate.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable.  The  members  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’ 
Association  held  their  quarterly  meeting  on  Wednesday 
night  at  the  Crown  Inn.  A discussion  on  the  conduct  of 
the  committee  in  not  carrying  out  a resolution  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  to  oharge  Is.  instead  of  2s.  6d.  for 
water  tickets  for  honorary  members,  produced  an 
interesting  letter.  This  stated  that  the  M.S.  & L.  Co. 
and  the  Midland  Co.  issued  anglers’  tickets  to  bond  fide 
fishermen  upon  the  production  of  their  rod  and  line  at 
the  time  of  booking  whether  the  fishermen  were  members 
of  a fishing  club  or  not.  It  was  a matter  of  indifferenoe 
to  the  companies  what  price  was  charged  for  the  tickets. 
The  matter  is  to  be  thrashed  out  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  March.  The  important  question  of  a rod  tax  was 
then  considered ; the  meeting  expressed  itself  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  continuing  to  oppose  it,  there  being 
only  one  dissentient. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Glorious  weather  has  brought  anglers  out  in  full  force 
to  take  advantage  of  the  closing  weeks  of  the  trout 
fishing  season— which,  however,  on  the  whole,  cannot 
be  looked  upon  as  a successful  one.  Still,  there  has 
been  an  abundant  stock  of  chub,  dace,  roach,  and  perch  ; 
while  pike,  too,  have  provided,  and  still  continue  to 
yield,  grand  sport.  The  question  of  improving  the 
trout  fishing  is  one  which  calls  for  the  serious  consider- 
ation of  the  Severn  Conservators  as  well  as  local 
angling  associations.  It  is  to  the  former  body,  however, 
that  the  angling  public  look  for  the  adoption  of 
remedial  measures,  inasmuch  as  a large  sum  of  money 
annually  passes  into  the  Board’s  exchequer  in  licence 
lees,  and  unless  a better  supply  of  fish  is  provided  the 
revenue  from  trout  fishing  licences  is  bound  to  decrease. 
We  think  we  speak  within  the  bounds  of  truth  when  we 
say  that  not  twenty  Shropshire  anglers  have  taken  a 
score  of  trout  during  the  past  season,  while  there  are 
many  skilled  fly-fishers  who  have  not  secured  more  than 
one  or  two  fish.  Shropshire  anglers  are  generally  com- 
plaining that  while  the  licence  duties  are  becoming 
heavier,  and  the  restrictions  more  severe,  the  stock  of 
fish  is  annually  decreasing. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Severn,  Teme,  and  Avon  low  and  fine,  and  the  fish 
have  been  off  the  feed  this  week,  still  some  nice  dace 
have  been  taken  with  the  maggot,  and  good  baskets  of 
roach  in  the  Severn  with  the  paste  and  creed  wheat. 
The  North  Worcester  Club  have  had  a contest  for  prizes 
at  Lenchwick  on  the  9th  inst.,  and  a second  time  not  a 
single  weighable  fish  (3oz.)  was  taken,  and  the  prizes 
will  have  to  be  fished  for  a third  time.  The  Pershore 
Avon  Angling  Club  had  their  annual  contest  atPensham 
on  Thursday.  There  were  thirty-seven  competitors  for 
twenty-seven  prizes,  of  the  value  of  <£13,  but  only 
twenty  of  the  prizes  were  won.  The  silver  medal  given 
by  the  treasurer  (Mr.  Joseph  Mealing)  for  the  heaviest 
basket,  and  a splendid  rod  given  by  Mr.  Willis,  of  Red- 
ditch,  for  the  largest  fish,  were  won  by  Mr.  P.  Marshall. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Smith  was  umpire,  and  did  his  work  well. 
After  the  weighing-in,  a capital  dinner  was  served  up 
by  Host  Mealing,  of  the  Ship  Inn,  the  headquarters  of 
the  club— the  president,  Mr.  G.  Workman,  in  the  chair 
to  wbioh  about  sixty  sat  down,  after  which  the  prizes 
were  distributed  and  a very  enjoyable  evening  spent. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  continues  slack  throughout  the  county, 
All  the  smaller  rivers  are  now  running  very  low,  and 
much  rain  is  noeded  before  they  get  into  sufficient 
volume  to  give  anglers  any  chance  of  sport.  The 
Blackwater  has  yielded  but  poor  sport  recentlv.  Trout- 
ing  is  practically  suspended  on  the  minor  West  Cork 
streams  owing  to  low  waters. 

DUBLIN . Notwithstanding  an  almost  unprecedented 
series  of  weather  changes,  salmon  anglers  in  Ireland 
have  done  extremely  well  throughout  the  season.  The 
Shannon,  needless  to  say,  has  scored  first  for  heavy  fish, 
whilst  it  is  said  regardiug  the  Snir  (co.  Tipperary)  that 
sport  there  has  not  been  better  for  the  past  ten  years. 
Dublin  district  has  yielded  splendid  trout  fishing 


280 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[September  15,  1894 


thoughout  the  term,  as  also  has  co.  Wicklow.  The 
dose  season  sots  in  on  most  rivers  on  Oct.  1,  but  the 
Slaney  (no.  Woxford)  commences  on  Sept.  15. 

KERRY. — The  soa  trout  fishing  on  Watervillo  has 
improved  a little.  Sport  has  been  pretty  good  on 
Ooppal  Lake,  Loughnamona,  and  Derriana  Lako,  both  at 
whito  and  brown  trout.  A few  salmon  have  been  had  at 
liossbay  and  Plencar.  Very  little  has  been  done  at 
Killarney,  but  in  South  Kerry  some  average  sport  has 
been  bad  at  salmon  on  the  principal  rivers.  Sea  angling 
is  now  affording  good  sport  at  most  stations. 


Cormpontence 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“THE  G8lb.  NORWEGIAN  SALMON.’’ 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “ S.  Salar,”  whose  letter  ap- 
peared in  your  issue  of  the  8th,  permit  me  to  say  the 
fish  was  first  woighed  with  anew  Saltor’s  spring  balance 
which  registers  up  to  601b.,  but  this  was  found  in- 
sufficient. 1 his  was  dono  on  the  spot,  after  which  it 
was  convoyed  to  Sogndal,  a distance  of  some  five  miles, 
and  then  weighed  with  a Norwegian  contrivance  which, 
I expect,  would  register  in  kilos.  The  late  Mr.  Kennedy, 
however,  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  Norsk,  as  were 
the  others,  and  the  comparative  weight  in  English  is, 
no  doubt,  quite  correct.  The  fish  was  killed  with  a 
prawn  (not  fly  as  “ S.  Salar  ’’  states),  and  the  date  was 
Aug.  5 of  this  year. — Faithfully  yours, 
t Alnwick.  John  James  Hardy. 


Sir, — Is“S.  Salar,’’  your  correspondent  in  last  week’s 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  “chaffing”  Mr.  John  .T. 
Hardy,  when  be  asks  if  the  large  Norway  salmon  caught 
on  one  of  their  cane-built  rods  was  weighed  in  kilos  or 
in  pounds?  or  is  “ S.  Salar”  not  aware  that  a kilo 
equals  2|lb.  English  weight,  and  that  consequently  a 
salmon  of  68  kilos  would  weigh  149f  English  pounds  ? 

From  records  of  many  large  specimens  given  by  the 
late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland,  especially  the  dimensions  of 
a fine  Christchurch  salmon,  a cast  of  which  is  in  the 
museum  of  fish  culture  at  South  Kensington,  I am 
inclined  to  think  Mr.  Hardy  made  mistakes  when  taking 
me  weight  and  measurements  from  “ the  tracing  of  a 
salmon”  exhibited  on  the  side  of  a but  by  the  River 
Aura  in  Norway,  for  I have  just  read  in  a contemporary 
sporting  paper  that  the  capturer  of  this  fish  weighed  it 
on  a Salter’s  spring-balance,  registered  up  to  501b.  only, 
and  in  consequence  had  to  resort  to  a “ Norwegian 
contrivance,”  and  thus  made  a comparative  estimate  of 
the  salmon's  weight.  I give  the  measurements  of  both 
the  Norway  and  Christchurch  fish,  so  that  your  readers 
may  judge  for  themselves  whether  this  Norwegian 
salmon  could  have  weighed  681b. 

Weight.  Length.  Girth. 

Norway  salmon  (tracing  of)  681b 54in 29Jin. 

Christchurch  do.  (cast  of)  531b 53in 3()f  in. 

—Yours,  &c.,  Salmo  Eriox. 

SALMON  RECORD-LARGE  BLEAK,  &c. 

Sir, — In  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  1 Mr.  John  James 
Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  queries  whether  a larger  salmon 
than  the  681b.  Norway  fish  (taken  by  Mr.  Wilfred 
Kennedy),  of  which  a sketch  is  given,  has  been  killed 
by  rod  ; it  would  appear  by  the  extract  from  “British 
Rural  Sports,”  by  “ Stonehenge,”  given  below,  that  such 
a feat  has  been  accomplished,  as  after  noting  the  capture 
of  a 611b.  salmon,  in  March,  1870,  by  Mr.  John  Haggart, 
of  Stanley,  killed  in  the  Stanley  waters  on  the  Tay,  the 
article  continues,  “ but  it  is  not  the  largest  ever  taken 
by  the  rod,  as  it  is  recorded  in  Yarrell  that  the  Earl  of 
Home  killed  one  of  69|lb.  on  the  Tweed.” 

This  week  Mr.  J.  G Dyer  asks  whether  a bleak  of  9in. 
is  nearly,  if  not  the  best  specimen  known.  Though  of 
course  very  exceptional,  perhaps  half  a dozen  instances 
of  bleak  attaining  this  length,  have,  from  time  to  time 
been  recorded,  aud  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  31  last 
your  correspondent  will  find  a 9£in.  specimen  from  the 
Trent  described.  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  in  his  “ Book  on 
Angling,”  page  23,  states,  “ In  Germany  I have  taken 
them  up  to  lOin.” 

I also  notice  that  Messrs.  Everard  Ripley  & Co.  have 
had  sent  them  for  preservation  a 7fin.  father-lasher  or 
long-spined  bullhead  (Cottus  scorpius ),  and  comment 
thereon  as  follows:  “According  to  C mch  this  fish 
usually  attains  a length  of  5in  , in  which  case  the  one 
we  have  is  a very  fine  example.”  It  may  interest  these 
gentlemen  to  know  that  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  30, 
1894,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  records  a 9in.  specimen. — I am, 
Bir,  yours,  &c.,  Giant. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  J.  G.  Dyer’s  query  as  to 
the  record  size  of  a bleak,  there  was  a bleak  which 
weighed  when  caught  5^oz  , exhibited  by  the  Wellington 
Society  of  Nottingham  at  the  Aquarium  Piscatorial 
Exhibition  in  1892.  I should  imagine  a 9in.  or  even 
lOin.  bleak  would  not  weigh  nearly  so  much. — I am,  &o., 

J.  D. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THAMES  AND  TRENT 
BARBELLING. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  on  Sept.  8,  I read  : 
“ Must  of  the  swims  above  Nottingham  and  right  up  to 
the  Dove  are  choked  with  ‘ flannel  ’ weed,  and  hrn  general 
statement  as  to  obtaining  clear  runs  of  more  than  thirty 
yards  is  not  correct.”  I am  happy  to  say  most  of  the 
swims  that  I know  are  not  choked,  nor  are  they  likely 
to  bo  ; and  if  your  correspondent  does  not  know  where 


to  find  those  swims,  that  is  no  affair  of  mine.  Of  one 
thing  he  may  bo  quite  certain,  I should  not  go  between 
200  and  300  miles  (and  that  for  a long  series  of  years) 
to  fish  amongst  a mass  of  weeds.  My  general  statement 
I hero  repeat,  viz.,  “ Where  there  is  one  barbel  swim 
adapted  for  floating  in  the  Thames,  there  are  twenty  in 
the  Trent.’’ — I am,  <Sc  , M.  A. 

Sir, — Will  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who,  in  a letter  headed 
as  above  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  states  that  he 
“ entertains  a very  strong  opinion  as  to  the  failure  of 
fish  to  feed  this  season,”  be  good  enough  to  give  your 
readers  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  enlighten  them 
as  to  his  reasons  for  forming  this  opinion  i Will  he  also 
say  what  water,  that  comes  down  tho  Trent,  he  con- 
siders the  best  in  which  to  make  catches  of  barbel  f I 
have  seen  it  in  all  conditions — brackish  to  a decided 
clayey  colour.  I am  not  asking  this  in  a “ carping 
spirit,  but  with  the  view  of  gaining  information,  which 
I trust  ho  will  excuse  my  asking  him  to  impart.  I am, 
&c<  Lindum. 

MINNOWS  AS  FOOD  FOR  TROUT,  &c. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Your  experienced  correspon- 
dent, Mr.  Andrews,  deserves  the  thanks  of  all  fly-fishers 
for  his  slashing  attacks  on  divers  enemies  of  the  trout, 
and  for  his  suggestions  of  means  for  destroying,  or  at 
least,  as  Mr.  Chucks  would  say,  “ mitigating  ’’  them. 
The  pike  in  a trout  stream,  generally  speaking,  is  about 
as  harmless  as  a bull  in  a china  shop  ; the  chub  is  even 
worse,  as  he  devours  either  spawn  or  young  fish,  besides 
his  general  voracity  in  consuming  what  ought  to  be  food 
for  his  betters.  Roach,  dace,  and  rudd  are  hardly  less 
objectionable,  though  they  are  not  actually  piscivorous, 
but  merely  rob  the  trout  of  his  dinner.  But  I think 
Mr.  Andrew’s  zeal  for  his  protegi,  Fatio,  carries  him 
rather  too  far  when  he  treats  the  minnow  as  an  enemy 
merely  because  his  diet  is  sometimes  the  same.  Were 
there  a trout  parliament  swimming,  I am  sure  the 
multiplication,  not  the  extinction,  of  minnows  would  be  a 
popular  measure  with  honourable  members.  In  the  first 
place,  it  should  be  remembered  that  minnows,  bright  and 
clean  as  they  look,  are  in  truth  the  scavengers  of  our 
streams.  Suppose  a dead  fish  stranded  against  the 
weeds  at  the  tail  of  a ford,  such  “ a slovenly  unhand- 
some corpse  ” cannot  be  a wholesome  neighbour  for  the 
lively  denizens  of  the  stream.  On  this  point  the 
minnows  have  no  doubt  at  all,  but  proceed  at  once,  not 
by  twos  and  threes,  but  in  battalions,  to  disperse  the 
objectionable  body.  As  you  walk  by,  you  see  a queer 
object  which  you  must  study  a little  to  understand  it. 

A hundred  or  two  of  minnows,  with  heads  down  and 
quivering  tails  aloft,  are  seen  as  thick  as  cloves  in  a 
roasted  lemon,  pegging  into  the  carcase,  each  pouching 
the  morsel  he  picks  off.  A dead  rat  or  bird  fares  just  in 
the  same  way,  and  thus,  I believe,  these  tiny  fishes, 
hastily  included  among  the  enemies  of  the  trout,  are  in 
fact  constantly  and  actively  engaged  in  the“  sanitation 
of  the  trout-stream.  Of  course  I do  not  question  that 
minnows  consume  a portion — though  I should  like  to 
reduce  the  admission  by  the  Latin  portiunculam.  of 
food  which  might  else  be  absorbed  by  trout.  But,  per 
contra,  we  ought  surely  not  to  ignore  the  value  of  tho 
minnow  as  trout  food.  There  is,  I believe,  a recorded 
experiment  by  which  it  appeared  that  of  three 
trout  of  equal  size  fed  respectively  with  ephemera:, 
minnows,  and  worms,  each  ad  libitum , the  fly-fed 
fish  throve  best,  the  minnow-fed  specimen  was  a 
good  second,  while  the  worm-eater  was  nowhere.  But  I 
do  not  accept  this  solitary  trial  as  conclusive.  In  the 
first  place,  if  we  except  a few  favoured  chalk  streams, 
the  trout  of  to-day  must  be  sanguine  indeed  if  he 
pxpects  his  watery  abode  to  furnish  him  with  as  many 
flies  as  he  could  dispose  of  to  his  own  satisfaction  and 
the  improvement  of  his  condition.  Thorough  drainage 
has  swept  away  many  sedgy  nurseries  of  the  larger 
ephemera:,  excessive  and  ill-regulated  weed-cutting 
has  played  havoc  with  the  larv®  of  the  smaller  species, 
so  that  the  fly  is  not  very  often  on,  and  is  very  soon  off. 
In  fact,  but  for  that  lovely  little  crustacean,  the  fresh- 
water shrimp  (and  he,  alas ! though  here  and  there 
abundant  is  very  local),  Salmo  fario,  were  he  not 
conveniently  piscivorous,  would  find  it  hard  to  maintain 
a respectable  plumpness  beyond  a length  of  10m.  or 
llin.  As  for  really  heavy  fish,  with  the  exception  noted 
above,  they  could  not  find  fly  enough  to  support  their 
bulk,  but,  in  the  absence  of  minnows,  would  be  driven  to 
devour  their  own  progeny  or  else  to  go  hungry.  This 
is  not  mere  speculation  on  probabilities  ; as  a matter  of 
fact  I have  frequently  noticed  a falling  off  in  the  quality 
of  the  trout  in  a particular  stream  immediately  succeed- 
ing a reduction  in  the  stock  of  minnows.  No  doubt 
“ post  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc”  is  not  always  a safe 
inference  ; but  repeated  observations  of  the  same  events 
in  the  same  succession  must  carry  weight.  I was  talk- 
ing the  other  day  to  a skilful  angler  concerning  the 
past  and  present  of  sundry  Yorkshire  streams  known  to 
us  both,  when,  without  any  leading  remark  from  me,  he 
enumerated  half  a dozen  in  which  he  considered  that 
the  size  and  condition  of  tbo  trout  had  greatly  suffered 
by  the  complete  or  partial  disappearance  of  the  minnows 
which  he  remembered  abundant  in  the  same  waters. 
And  we  must  not  overlook  the  oertain  fact  that  a diet 
of  minnows  or  other  tiny  fish  brings  trout  on  to  healthy 
dimensions  not  otherwise  obtainable.  When  the  English 
brown  trout  was  introduced  into  Tasmania  in  1861,  the 
Derwent  and  its  tributaries  all  swarmed  with  tho 
Galaxius,  a small  but  very  fat  fish,  of  which  there  were 
several  speoies  all  well  suited  for  trout  food,  and  up  to 
that  time  undisturbod  by  any  fish  of  prey  save  a very 

binall  one  resembling  our  own  bullhead. 

In  exactly  three  years  and  two  months  lrorn  the 
batching  of  the  first  ova  a trout  was  caught  in  tho 


Plenty— a small  affluent  of  the  Derwent  which  supplied 
the  salmon  ponds — weighing  91b.  loz.  Now,  consider- 
ing that  a troutling  could  hardly  become  piscivorous  for 
at  least  a year  and  a half  after  hatching,  this  implies  a 
wonderful  rate  of  growth  on  subsequent  fish  diet.  But 
I have  no  doubt  that  the  Derwent  itself  already  con- 
tained trout  of  a much  larger  size  ; indeed,  I saw  one 
there  about  tho  same  date  which,  from  my  Thames 
experience,  I should  have  guessed  at  1 lib.  or  121b. 
Tho  tiny  brood  of  the  Galaxius  then  peopled  the  main 
stream  in  multitudes  of  which  I can  hardly  convey  an 
idea.  I once  followed  the  bank  for  some  two  miles,  and 
all  the  way  looked  down  on  a shoal  of  these  delicate 
baby  fish,  moving  slowly  up  the  river,  and  extending.  I 
had  no  doubt,  both  ways  far  beyond  the  range  of  my 
observation.  They  were  about  the  length  of  a well- 
grown  minnow  but  less  plump.  They  formed  a column 
from  two  to  three  feet  wide,  the  depth  varying  with  that 
of  tho  stream.  It  struck  me  that  a blind  trout  moving 
with  them  open-mouthed  might  for  once  have  secured  a 
bellyful  without  an  effort.  I could  not  wonder  that  I 
rarely  met  with  a small  fish  in  the  Derwent  or  any  of  its 
tributaries.  But  in  truth,  it  is  needless  to  go  to  the 
Antipodes  for  an  illustration  of  the  rapid  growth  of 
trout  where  tiny  fish  abound  for  their  sustenance.  Tho 
Thames  trout  alone  might  suffice  to  prove  my  ca«e.  It 
is  worth  noting,  too,  that  the  trout  of  Malham  Tarn- 
superior  in  average  size  to  those  of  any  other  well- 
stocked  lake  with  which  I am  acquainted,  and  quite 
unrivalled  in  firmness  of  flesh — are  fortunate  in  an 
abundant  supply  of  minnows,  due  to  a shallow  sedgy 
corner  of  the  pool,  where  they  breed  undisturbed.  And 
I might  refer  to  the  history  of  the  famous  Driffie  d beck 
in  the  time  of  old  Macintosh,  whose  book,  though  now 
rare,  still  survives.  In  his  day  there  was  a grand 
yearly  migration  of  breeding  minnows  up  the  spring 
ditches  below  Wansford ; a movement  so  con- 
spicuous that  flights  of  the  black-headed  tern, 
called  in  that  district  the  “ carr-swallow,”  used  to 
wait  on  the  migrant  shoals  with  voracious  assiduity. 
The  beck  still  thrives— long  may  it  do  so— but  it  is  no 
libel  to  say  that  since  this  “ minnow-fare,”  taking  the 
word  in  its  old  sense,  though  the  modern  one  is  also 
“ germane  to  the  matter,”  has  become  but  a memory, 
two-pounders  in  those  waters  are  rarer  than  tbree- 
pounders  were  of  yore.  And  if  I miy  be  allowed  a 
slight  use  of  “ my  own  thunder,”  I would  refer  to  the 
account  I gave  in  “The  Fly-fisher  and  his  Library” 
(Cambridge  Essays,  1856)  of  the  feeding  up  of  trout  with 
small  fry  at  a mill  on  the  Kennet.  But  I think  I have 
said  enough  to  establish  my  position,  that  minnows 
instead  of  being  classed  with  the  trout’s  enemies  are  to 
be  regarded  as  most  valuable  inhabitants  of  our  troat 
streams,  whose  numbers,  now  sadly  reduced  in  many 
waters,  might  be  wisely  and  beneficially  increased  to 
any  attainable  extent.  And  I heartily  wish  that  Mr. 
Andrews,  whose  success  as  a pisciculturist  is  beyond  a.11 
question,  wouli  not  in  rely  " abite  the  strength  of  his 
displeasure”  against  my  silvery  little  friends,  but 
recognise  their  value  as  trout  food,  and  direct  his  prac- 
tical skill  towards  their  multiplication  and  diffusion.  I 
have  a vision  of  a central  minnow-breeding  establish- 
ment, formed  on  the  largest  scale  and  conducted  with 
that  combination  of  liberal  design  and  judicious  economy 
which  long  experience  only  can  attain.  Were  such  an 
establishment  to  arrive  at  Guildford  under  the  auspices 
of  Mr.  Andrews,  it  would  go  far  not  merely  to  arrest  the 
“ dwindling”  of  the  trout  in  a hundred  streams,  but  to 
restore  something  like  the  old  standard  of  size  and  eru- 
dition.— Faithfully  yours,  H.  R Francis. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

T It  is  easy  to  breed  trout,  but  to  feed  them  is  another 
question.  We  have  long  advocated,  as  has  Mr.  Francis, 
that  in  trout  waters  where  natural  food  is  deficient, 
fresh-water  shrimp,  Crustacea  of  different  kinds,  and 
minnows  should  be  introduced,  as  well  as  such  water 
flies  as  it  is  possible  to  transplant. — Ed.] 


DOWN  THE  TEVIOT. 

Sir,  — “ Gilnockie,”  alwavs  good  humoured  and 
felicitous  as  a contributor  to  Fishing  Gazette,  I have  no 
wish  to  cross  swords  with  unkindly,  but  I must  say  that 
his  description  of  the  Teviot  is  rather  misleading.  He 
says  that  no  other  tributary  can  hold  a candle  to  the 
Teviot  as  a fish  producing  stream  ; if  he  had  said  as 
poacher-producing  towns,  Hawick  and  Jedburgh  were 
heard  to  beat,  it  would  be  far  nearer  the  mark. 

The  good  man  was  surely  like  mvself  in  love  with  the 
Teviot  “ when  all  was  young.”  Has  he  ever  revisited 
it  of  late  years;  if  so,  what  did  he  catch?  Now,  this 
is  my  experience.  In  the  year  ’59  I came  to  live  near 
its  banks,  and  spent  two  years  thereon,  fishing  vory 
frequently  the  Nisbetand  Roxburgh  sections  of  the  water, 
often  in  the  ermpany  of  that  king  of  fishers,  my  dear- 
old  preceptor,  Mark  Aitken,  the  best  fisherman  I ever 
know.  Even  then  the  river  was  a tough  nut  to  crack  ; 
trout  were  shy  and  needed  fine  tackle,  and  heavy  baskets 
were  by  no  means  the  order  of  the  day,  and  even  old 
Mark  used  to  find  it  such  a " stiff  ” river,  that  he  was 
very  glad  when  we  young  follows  paid  his  fare  and  took 
him  across  to  the  Tweed  by  rail  to  Max  ton  and  St. 
Boswell’s,  as  we  often  did. 

I have  paid  many  visits  since  then  to  the  old  neighbour- 
hood I loved  so  well,  every  part  of  which  is  a green 
memory  to  me.  We  had  to  got  a tioket  in  those  days, 
and  old  Mark  was  the  guardian  of  the  “ Nisbet  ” water. 
Then  all  this  uuderwont  a change,  and  the  wator  was 
thrown  open  to  the  publio.  Salmon  roe  was  used  freely 
all  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months,  and  nots  in 
the  summer  nights,  and  at  last  it  was  considered  to  be 
fished  and  poaohed  to  death.  It  is  true  that  in  April 
a decent  basket  may  occasionally  bo  made  with  fly,  but 
it  is  composed  of  Beu  trout  kclts  (whitling  aud  trout  ot 
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smallish  size),  with,  perhaps,  sea  trout  smolts,  which  I 
fear  often  are  kept  by  local  pot-hunters  nowadays. 
Grayling  were  once  introduced,  but  some  poison  escaped 
from  Hawick  and  passed  tbrongli  Lord  Lotbians  pre- 
served water  close  to  his  house  (Mounieviot),  killing  lots 
of  frout  and  almost  all  the  grayling,  and  continued  its 
destruction  through  Nisbet,  Ormeston,  and  Roxburgh 
sections.  I have  been  privileged  to  fish  the  best  of  the 
preserved  water  now  and  again,  and  occasionally  with 
very  fair  results,  but  not  of  late  years.  “ Gilnockie  ” 
says  : “ The  Teviot  is  a salmon  river  in  the  back-end,  a 
sea  trout  river,  a herling  river,  and  a burn,  or  yellow 
trout  river.” 

h irst,  as  a salmon  river  ; yes,  a few  good  fish  are  taken, 
especially  from  Roxburgh  station  downwards,  but  the 
fish  prefer  to  ascend  the  parent  river,  and  as  fish  of  late 
years  are  all  too  few  in  the  Tweed,  I should  argue  that 
the  salmon  fishing  in  the  Teviot  was  nothing  great. 

Then  as  a sea  trout  river  ; yes,  lots  of  sea  trout  or 
bull  trout  run  up  the  Teviot  in  the  “ back-end,”  but  it 
is  notorious  how  seldom  they  take  a fly  till  they  are 
spawned  ; in  fact  are  kelts,  the  so-called  “ whitlings  ” 
of  the  Border. 

As  a herling  river  ; well,  this  takes  the  cake,  for  I 
have  never  seen  any  herling  in  the  Teviot.  Once  long 
ago  I killed  a fish  of  -Jib.  which  I supposed  was  a 
herling,  in  the  Nisbet  water.  Sea  trout  smolts 
abound,  “ but  fleas  are  not  lobsters”  (as  Peter  Pindar 
remarks),  even  when  boiled. 

I have  killed  a few  bright  fresh-run  sea  trout  from 
lib.  to  21b.  each  in  August  and  September  in  the 
Teviot. 

I have  not  fished  the  Teviot  since  1888,  but  some  of 
my  oldest  friends  live  on  the  banks,  and  I hear  that  the 
fishiDg  is  even  poorer  than  it  was  then,  which  is  saying 
something. 

My  object  is  to  prevent  strangers  travelling  long 
distances  to  fish  this  lovely  river  for  sport ; for  if  they 
do,  I fear  that  they  won’t  make  much  of  it,  save  perhaps 
in  April  with  the  fly,  and  for  a few  weeks,  perhaps,  in 
summer  with  the  clear  water  worm  and  minnow.  I 
should  have  thought  that  the  Wbitadder  was  a far 
better  rout  producing  and  trout  holding  river  than  the 
dear  old  Teviot,  myself! 

If  one  wants  sport  one  must  go  north  I fear,  nowadays. 
Pree  fishing  and  unfettered  poaching  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  till  our  legislature  can  wake  up  and  stem  the  current 
of  popular  sentiment,  trout  fishing  in  the  South  of  Scot- 
land, I prophesy,  will  march  daily  to  its  doom,  and  our 
Radical  friends  then  will  cry  Fish  ! Fish  ! when  there  are 
no  fish  ! 

‘‘Gilnockie ’’has  said  his  say— his  poetical  say — and  I 
my  practical  say — and  I do  not  fear  the  verdict  of  those 
who  may  go  next  spring  to  test  the  question  by  taking 
their  fishing  holiday  on  the  Teviot. 

Laudator  tempores  acti  ! Ah,  that’s  about  it,  “ Gil- 
nockie.” We  were  in  love  once  with  the  same  “ fair” 
(stream).  Perhaps  you  have  dreamed  the  fond  dream  of 
your  youth  whilst  I have  witnessed  the  ravages  of  time 
and  marked  its  decay  ! A toothless  auld  wife  and  a 
trootless  auld  river  are  nae  great  subjects  for  a clam- 
jamfrey. 

“Gilnockie”  begins  his  paper  by  saying,  “As  an 
angling  resort  the  Teviot,  one  of  the  most  interesting 
tributaries  of  the  Tweed  ” (and  by  far  its  largest,  “ Gil- 
nockie ”)  “ is  seldom  mentioned.”  I end  my  letter  by 
saying — Reason  why  ! Doubt  and  try  !— I am,  &c., 

E.  M.  Tod. 


IS  THE  SEA  TROUT  A HYBRID  ? 

Sib, — May  I offer  a few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Thomas  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  8.  In  the 
first  place  the  fish  called  “peal,”  and  often  even 
“ salmon  peal,”  in  Devonshire,  is  the  white  trout,  or 
sea  trout  ( Salmo  trulta)  pure  and  simple,  and  will  never 
become  a salmon  ( Salmo  salar)  if  be  lives  to  be  100 
years  old.  The  “sewin”  of  the  Welsh  rivers,  and 
sometimes  caught  in  the  Taw,  is  identical  with  the 
“ bull  trout  ” ( Salmo  eriox ).  A reference  to  the 

“ Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain,”  by  H.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell.  will  prove  this.  Last  year  a fish  weighing 
nearly  20lb.  was  caught  either  in  the  Taw  or  in  the 
Mole  above  the  junction  pool,  and  was  decided  to  be  a 
“bull  trout”  or  sewin.  I may  mention  that  the 
common  dace,  which  abounds  in  the  Taw,  is  frequently 
Btyled  locally  salmon  dace,  I presume  because  of  its 
silvery  scales.  I have  caught  the  white  trout  in 
Ireland  and  in  Yorkshire,  as  well  as  in  the  Taw,  and 
they  are  identical. — Yours  faithfully, 

“ Umberleigh.” 


THE  SLIDER  FLOAT. 

Dear  Sib, — I notice  in  your  last  week’s  issue  some 
“ Notes  on  the  Slider  Float.”  Years  ago  this  used  to 
be  called  the  “Traveller,”  and  the  way  to  use  it  was 
fully  described  at  page  61  of  “ Otter’s  Modern  Angler,” 
which  has  certainly  been  published  more  than  twenty 
years.  The  reason  for  using  the  “ Traveller  ” is  because 
with  it  the  angler  can  fish  a very  deep  swim  with  a 
short  rod,  the  stop  in  the  line  being  a piece  of  gut 
passed  through  a slip  knot  in  the  line;  silk  gets  too 
soppy  in  the  water  to  be  reliable  as  a stop,  but  gut  will 
project  sufficiently  and  yet  pass  easily  through  the 
upright  rings  on  the  rod. — Yours  truly,  Thames. 


SPORT  AT  FAIRFORD. 

Sib, — After  being  away  holiday  making  at  the  seaside 
one  naturally  takes  up  the  Fishing  Gazette  with  avidity 
to  see  what  finny  monsters  have  been  taken  in  fresh 
water,  and  how  one’s  own  particular  favourite  stream 
has  been  behaving  itself. 


The  leading  article  in  'the  August  number  rather  took 
one  aback,  there  was  the  poor  old  Coin  pulled  to  pieces 
like  anything  ; first,  because  it  was  so  “ clear next, 
because  it  was  so  “milky;”  next,  because  it  was  so 
“ shallow  ; ” and  last,  beoause  “ the  water  was  on  the 
roof,”  and,  “therefore,”  too  much  “in  the  river.” 
Well,  I have  fished  the  stream  a good  many  years,  but 
never  came  across  such  a combination  all  at  once, 
though  I have  had  my  share  of  bad  luck,  and  had  to  grin 
and  bear  it.  But  then  I am  not  given  to  “shedding 
tears  over  the  scenes  of  my  youth,”  unless  the  wind  is 
very  biting,  and  one’s  eyes  and  nose  are  on  the  run. 

Supposing  it  is  useless  to  go  to  Fairford  to  fish,  as 
the  fish  are  “ so  educated  ” (I  have  never  been  there 
myself,  but  have  heard  of  some  good  sport  being  had 
there  this  year,  all  the  same),  why  condemn  Bibury  and 
the  upper  reaches  ? I am  hy  no  means  one  of  those 
prodigies  who  can  put  their  fly,  first  a “ Red  Quill,  then 
a Blue  Quill,  then  the  Ogden’s  Fancy  ” “ over  the  nose  ” 
of  one  identical  fish  without  disturbing  or  getting  him, 
though  I can  generally  get  something  in  the  course  of  a 
day  worth  putting  in  the  basket  with  a homely  March 
Brown  or  a trusty  Alder,  and  being  only  an  ordinary 
individual  have  by  no  means  had  cause  to  abuse  the 
Coin. 

On  May  18  I certainly  had  a bad  day,  but  that  was 
want  of  judgment,  going  fishing  on  the  shallows  when 
I ought  to  have  gone  to  the  deep,  the  Rev.  Jones,  of 
Withington,  who  accompanied  me,  getting  six  and  a 
half  brace  of  as  nice  fish  as  one  would  wish  to  see,  with 
the  March  Brown,  in  the  deep  water.  On  May  26  I 
managed  to  land  three  brace  of  good  fish  with  the 
Alder,  and  should  not  like  to  say  how  many  I lost 
through  their  coming  short  or  getting  in  the  weeds, 
which  unfortunately  for  me  had  not  been  cut.  On 
May  28  I got  five  brace  ; 29th,  eight  brace  with  May- 
fly ; 31st,  five  brace  with  Alder  ; June  1,  five  brace 
with  May-fly  again.  Not  so  bad  for  a third-rate  fly- 
fisher. 

At  Withington,  I know  one  gentleman  landed  fifteen 
brace  in  one  day  with  the  May-fly  this  season.  One 
cannot,  however,  expect  to  have  such  sport  as  this  on 
public  water,  where  one  has  to  pay  little  or  nothing 
beyond  board  and  lodging,  but  it  is  little  encouragement 
to  the  landlords,  who  provide  a cheap  day’s  fishing,  to 
keep  the  stream  in  order  by  cutting  weeds,  &e.,  if  they 
ate  grumbled  at  for  so  doing.  Folks  about  here  take 
the  precaution  to  write  and  ask  if  anything  of  the  kind 
is  going  on  before  taking  their  outing.  As  to  the  pros- 
pects of  next  season’s  fishing,  I do  not  think  they  could 
be  better.  On  Sunday  last  I counted  dozens  of  splendid 
fish  in  the  deep  water,  just  below  the  Bibury  Hotel 
(Swan)  water,  waiting  there  for  the  water  to  rise,  when 
up  they  will  come,  and  I hope  give  me  the  chance  of 
shaking  hands  with  them  next  year. — Yours  truly, 

Sept.  5,  1894.  Coln  Rogers. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  GREAVES  SINK  QUICKLY. 

Sib, — Will  any  old  angler  or  anglers  of  the  Thames, 
devoted  to  fishing  for  chub  with  greaves,  tell  me  what  is 
a good  mixture,  apart  from  clay  or  sand,  for  causing 
greaves  to  sink  quickly  ? I am  accustomed  to  fish  very 
rapid  streams,  and  greaves  cut  up  small  and  thrown 
into  the  swims  are  hurled  onwards  or  downwards  a 
tremendous  distance.  Can  they  recommend  any  sort  of 
meal  as  an  admixture  without  the  greaves  losing  their 
smell  or  scent  amongst  the  fish?  Is  Spratt’s  dog  cake 
or  meal  likely  to  aid  one  ? I may  add  that  I always  fish 
from  the  bank,  and  am  a great  believer  in  the  “ fine 
and  far  off  ” principle  as  applied  to  Trent  angling. 

_____  Trent  Sider. 

A BLIND  ROACH. 

Sib, — Whilst  fishing  at  Hampstead  Ponds  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  8,1  caught  a roach  of  13Joz.,  extreme  length  13Jiu., 
and  girth  8in.  A peculiar  feature  about  this  fish  is,  that 
it  was  blind  in  both  eyes.  Is  not  this  rather  excep- 
tional ? 

Several  good  roach  and  a few  bream  have  been  taken 
lately  from  these  ponds. — I am,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  Blundell. 

[It  is  very  unusual  indeed  to  catch  a perfectly  blind 
fish ; he  must  have  got  his  living  chiefly  by  his  sense  of 
smell,  and  his  death  too. — Ed.] 


PARASITES  ON  GRAYLING. 

Sib, — A friend  of  ours,  fishing  at  Llanymynech  last 
week,  captured  with  fly  several  grayling  that  had  lice 
upon  them.  The  fish  were  in  good  condition,  and  the 
water  free  from  pollution.  Can  you  or  any  of  your 
correspondents  account  for  this  ? — Yours  respectfully, 
Will  Chambers  & Co. 

[What  kind  of  animals  were  they,  thin  flat  discs  like 
a tole,  or  leech-like  suckers  P Both  are  found  on  fish  in 
the  purest  water  at  times. — Ed.] 


FISHING  FROM  HOUSEBOATS. 

Sib,— I should  be  glad  if  you  would  inform  me  through 
the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  whether  in  your 
opinion  a gentleman  who  Hires  a houseboat  and  for  a 
few  days  baits  a swim  in  a river  is  justified  in  keeping 
other  anglers  within  a certain  distance  from  his  boat, 
notwithstanding  that  he  is  fishing  for  bream  with  two 
rods  with  two  or  more  hooks  on  each  line,  and  getting  a 
considerable  quantity  (practically  poaching). — I am,  sir, 
yours  faithfully,  Walter  H.  Charter. 

[If  the  owner  of  a houseboat  takes  up  moorings  and 
goes  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  “ baiting  a swim  ” 
he  can  fish  from  that  houseboat,  he  is  at  liberty  to  use 
two  rods,  and,  in  our  opinion,  would  not  be  considered 


“a  poacher”  (as  you  infer)  if  he  used  moro  than  one 
hook  on  each  line  ; but  it  would  be  unsportsmanlike  to 
fish  on  or  over  his  “ baiting,”  and  in  any  way  to  inter- 
fere with  his  swim.J 


THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sib, — “Mark,”  in  his  letter  on  this  subject  in 
your  issue  of  the  8th  inst.,  is  extremely  pertinent  when 
he  remarks  “ if  these  reports  oan  be  relied  upon  ” ! 

Most,  if  not  all,  regular  Thames  anglers  place  little  or 
no  reliance  on  these  reports,  and  look  on  many  of  them 
as  deliberate  frauds  on  a too  trusting  public.  It  is  well- 
known  fact  to  experienced  anglers  that  occasionally 
very  large  catches  are  made  ; but  it  is  laughable  to  see 
such  reports  week  after  week  when  one’s  own  pro- 
ceedings have  resulted  in  nothing  worth  mentioning, 
although  fishing  with  the  greatest  perseverance  in 
proper  swims  and  with  suitable  baits  and  tackle. 

I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  gross  (!) 
reports  are  made  up  as  follows  : — 

1st  day  ...  ...  ...  1 fish 

2nd  day  ...  5 fish  = 15 

3rd  day  ...  0 fish  = 150 

or  12)  dozen  ! Q.E.D. — Faithfully  yours, 

Weybridge.  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 


Dear  Sib, — I should  be  glad  to  know  who  sends  up 
the  fishing  reports  from  the  Thames  to  the  different 
papers?  For  instance,  in  a Sunday  paper  it  states  : 
“ Roach  are  feeding  well  at  Hampton  Court.”  Living 
here  on  the  spot,  I know  pretty  well  what  the  fishing 
is  like.  In  fact  a friend  and  myself  were  out  roach 
fishing  twice  last  week  with  John  Smith,  the  professional 
here.  One  day  we  caught  about  four  dozen,  the  other 
time  a dozen  and  a half  (prodigious  ! ! !),  so  much  for 
roach  biting  freely.  Further  on  I read,  “ E.  Clarke, 
jun.,  during  the  week,  eighty-six  barbel,  thirty-four 
bream,  and  fifteen  dozen  roach  and  dace.”  As  you  are 
aware  this  has  been  one  of  the  worst  seasons  for  barbel 
we  have  had  for  some  years.  In  my  own  knowledge 
here,  the  swims  have  been  well  baited  for  days  together, 
but  only  a very  few,  and  those  very  small,  have  been 
taken.  Yet  at  Sunbury,  which  is  within  three  miles, 
they  manage  to  get  eighty-six.  Why  should  this  be 
thus.  If  my  memory  serves  mi  rightly,  some  two  or 
three  years  ago,  you  called  attention  to  the  reported 
capture  of  large  perch  at  Sunbury,  which  every  angler 
about  here  knew  to  be  utterly  false.  I certainly  think 
the  reports  should  in  some  way  or  another  be  authenti- 
cated, and  not  be  taken  as  Gospel  truth.  It  is  rather 
rough  on  strangers  who  come  a long  distance  to  return 
with  empty  bags  and  bad  tempers,  not  being  able  to 
understand  why  they  cannot  get  these  large  takes  the 
same  as  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Brown.  Apologising  for 
length, — Yours  faithfully,  W.  Hooton. 

East  Molesey. 


WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


The  Caxtonian  Society  of  Anglers  was  established  in 
the  year  1881,  and,  as  the  title  of  the  club  implies, 
consists  chiefly  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  press. 
Among  the  founders  were  many  well  known  and  respected 
journalists  and  master  printers,  some  of  whom,  alas  ! 
nave  passed  away,  but  in  several  instances,  however, 
have  left  reminders  of  their  piscatorial  skill  in  the  shape 
of  preserved  specimen  fish,  which,  together  with  those 
of  present  members,  make  up  a good  collection.  Several 
of  the  older  members  have  their  treasured  trophies  at 
home,  one,  Mr.  George  Reeves,  something  like  forty 
cases.  From  the  appended  list  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  are  some  very  fine  pike,  bream,  and  chub,  a oarp 
of  11  Jib. , and  a Thames  trout  of  9ib.  8oz. 


Species. 

W ater. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Carp  

Welsh  Harp 

11  12 

24in. 

Chub  

Thames  ... 

3 14 

18in. 

Chub  

Colne 

3 10 

17)in. 

Pike  (female) 

Sussex  Rother  .. 

16  4 

34|in, 

Trout  

Thames  ... 

9 8 

26Jin. 

Chub 

Colne  

5 0 

19)in. 

Barbel 

Not  known 

6 0 

23in. 

The  first  fish  put 

in  the  society’s  scales,  Aug. 

1,  1881. 

Bream 

Lea 

6 0 

20 Jin. 

Bream 

Do.  

5 0 

18)in. 

Pike  

Do.FlandersWeir 

14  0 

33Jin. 

21-jin. 

Trout  

Colne  

5 0 

Bream 

Not  known 

6 0 

20$fn. 

Perch 

Do 

1 14 

J2)in. 

Perch 

Do 

1 6 

1 1 Jin. 

Chub 

Colne  

4 0 

17.)  in. 

Bream  

Lea 

4 13 

18;fin. 

Bream 

Do 

4 10 

18in. 

Bream 

Do. 

4 9 

18in. 

Grayling  ... 

Hampshire  Avon 

1 15 

16)in. 

Grayling  ... 

Do 

1 14 

16in. 

Pike 

Not  known 

21  0 

38)in. 

Pike  

Do 

18  0 

35)in. 

Piko 

Hay  Mill 

12  9 

29m. 

Pike  

Hampshire  Avon 
(A  thin  male  fish.) 

13  8 

35in. 

Pike  

Ravensbource  ... 

23  1) 

38Jin. 

Gudgeon 

Not  known 



6Jin. 

Pike  

12  9 

33]in. 

Tench 

Hay  Mill''' 

2 13 

15)in. 

Tench 

Do 

2 9 

15m. 

Roach  

Private  

1 15 

13;jin. 
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M it . VV.  F.  Booth,  the  hon.  Hec.  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.  has  kindly  forwarded  to  uh  the  following  list 
of  stuffed  firth  now  in  their  poKneMnion.  When  it  i«  remembered  that  thin  prortperonrt  olub  hart  only  been  inexistence 
three  and  a half  yoarx,  it  speaks  well  for  the  skill  of  itn  members.  Should  any  visitor  to  Brighton  care  to  see  this 
really  handrtome  “ Angler's  Don,”  it  will  bo  found  at  Arch  143,  King's-road. 


Name  of  Flnh. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Length. 
It.  in. 

Girth, 
ft.  In. 

Name  of  Captor. 

Where  caught. 

Carp  ... 

8 7 

...  i 

11  ... 

...  W.  C.  Gillam  ... 

Club  water. 

Carp  . . . 

4 4 

...  i 

6 ... 

E.  J.  Ash 

Do. 

Carp  ... 
Carp  . . 

4 3 

...  i 

5i 

Do. 

Do. 

4 0 

i 

5i  ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Carp  . . . 

3 13 

...  i 

5j  ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Carp 

3 8 

...  i 

4 ... 

W.  F.  Booth 

..  Private  water. 

Carp  ... 

4 8 

...  i 

6 ... 

. W.  Holland  ... 

. . C'lab  wator. 

Carp  ... 

5 4 

i 

8 .... 

1 2 .. 

...  E.  J.  Ash 

Piko  ... 

17  4 

...  3 

0 ... 

W.  Fry 

. Private  water. 

Pike  ... 

16  0 

...  2 

11  ... 

. P.  Tickle 

Club  water. 

Piko  .. 

20  8 

...  3 

5i  .... 

..  1 74  ... 

...  W.  C.  Gillam  ... 

Private  water. 

Pike  ... 

32  8 

...  3 

8 .... 

..  2 1 .. 

Do. 

Do. 

Pike  ... 

17  8 

...  2 

11  . 

...  R.  Smith 

Do. 

Piko  ... 

18  8 

...  2 ni  .... 

Do. 

Piko  ... 

15  8 

...  2 11  .... 

W.  Holland  ... 

Sussex  Ouse. 

Pike*  ... 
Trout — 

35  0 

...  3 

10  . . 

. Believed  to  be  from  Ireland 

S.  ferox 
8.  fario 

8 8 

...  2 

2 .... 

...  Hy.  Griffith 

...  Sutherlandshire. 

2 3 

...  1 

5.4  .... 

A.  Tompkins  ... 

..  Sussex. 

S.  trutta 

1 lOj  .. 

...  1 

3 .... 

..  Presented  by 

Do. 

W.C.  Gillam 

S.  fario 

4 12 

...  1 

9j  .... 

...  J.  Bnrghope  ... 

.,  Stour. 

S.  fario 
S.  fario 

1 11 

...  1 

3 .... 

...  H.  Reeves 

..  Club  water. 

2 12 

...  1 

5}  .... 

Do. 

S.  fario 

8 8 

...  2 

4i  .... 

Sussex  O use.  Out  of  condition 

8.  levenensis 

4 8 

...  1 

84  .... 

W.  Holland  ... 

Do. 

S.  trutta 

5 4 

...  1 

11  .... 

1 1 ... 

Do. 

Do. 

S.  trutta 

4 4 

...  1 

10  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

S.  fario 

5 0 

...  1 

11  ... 

1 2 ... 

...  W.  F.  Booth 

. Lough  Conn. 

8.  etamachicus  ... 

3 8 

...  1 

8 .... 

. 1 04  ... 

Do. 

Do. 

New  Zealand  trout.. 

about  101b.  .. 

...  2 

2i  .... 

. 1 4 ... 

Chub 

5 1 

...  1 

74  .... 

...  W.  Holland  ... 

..  Thames. 

Chub  ... 

4 8 

...  1 

7 .... 

Do. 

. Do. 

Chub  ... 

3 8 

...  1 

5i  .... 

Do. 

. Do. 

Chub  ... 

3 8 

...  1 

5 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Chub  ... 

3 12 

...  1 

7£  .... 

Do. 

...  Sussex  Ouse. 

Chub  . 

4 3 

...  1 

Si :::: 

...  S.  H.  Soper 

..  Loddon. 

Chub  ... 

4 14 

...  1 

...  T.  G.  Batt 

..  Thames. 

Chub  ... 

4 0 

...  1 

Vi  .... 

...  E.  J.  Ash 

...  Sussex  Ouse. 

Chub  ... 

3 5 

...  1 

64  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Chub  ... 

4 6 

...  1 

10  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Chub  ... 

4 0 

...  1 

9 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Chub  ... 

4 0 

...  1 

8 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Chub  ... 

3 14 

...  1 

8 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Chub  . . 

3 0 

...  1 

6 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Bream 

4 0 

...  1 

.... 

Do. 

Do. 

Bream 

3 14 

...  1 

6 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Bream 

2 6 

...  1 

3 .... 

...  Club  Water. 

Bream 

16 

...  1 

2 .... 

...  W.  C.  Gillam  ... 

..  Sussex  Ouse. 

Bream 

3 6 

...  1 

44  .... 

Do. 

Bream 

4 0 

...  1 

44  ... 

...  W. Holland  ... 

Do. 

Bream 

3 14 

...  1 

5 ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Tench 

5 0 

...  1 

74  .... 

..  Tring. 

Tench 

3 04  .. 

...  -1 

44  .... 

...  W.  C.  Gillam  ... 

...  Club  water. 

Tench 

2 10 

...  1 

3 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Tench 

3 0 

...  1 

4 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Tench 

2 12 

...  1 

3 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Tench 

2 12 

...  1 

34  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Tench 

2 12 

...  1 

3 .... 

...  W.  F.  Booth  ... 

Do. 

Tench 

1 12 

...  1 

1 ... 

Do. 

Tench 

1 14 

...  1 

2i  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Perch 

2 3 

...  1 

3 .... 

...  E.  J.  Ash 

Do. 

Perch 

... 

1 11 

...  1 

li  .... 

...  Sussex  Ouse. 

Perch 

...  1 

0j  .... 

Do. 

. ..  Norfolk  Broads. 

Perch 

...  1 

04  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Perch 

...  1 

1 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Gold  Fish 

10 

...  0 104  ... 

...  W.  C.  Gillam  ... 

...  Private  Water. 

Hybrid  (rudd  & carp) 

10 

...  0 

9 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Roach 

1 li  - 

1 .... 

Do. 

..  Sussex  Ouse. 

Roach 

1 11 

Do. 

Do. 

Roach 



1 1 

Do. 

Do. 

Roach 

19 

...  1 

1 .... 

...  W.  Holland  ... 

Do. 

Roach 

1 14 

...  1 

1 .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Roach 

1 8 

...  1 

0i  .... 

Do. 

Do. 

Roach 

1 10 

...  1 

3 .... 

...  T.  G.  Batt  ... 

..  Thames. 

Roach 

2 4 

1 

3 .... 

1 Oj  ... 

...  W.  F.  Booth  ... 

..  Tring. 

* Estimated  weight.  This  specimen  was  purchased  by  the  sooiety. 


The  Friendly  Anglers’ collection  of  preserved  wpoei- 
mon  fish  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest  extant,  their 
largo  and  handsome  club-room  at  tbo  Albion  Tavern, 
Albion-streot,  Ilydo  Bark,  boing  cmbollirthod  with  up- 
wards of  a hundred  cases.  In  raro  specimens  may 
especially  bo  noted  tbo  golden  touch,  of  which  there  are 
Hovoral  casos.  Among  tho  Tharaos  trout  i«  a beautifully 
proportioned  ono  of  131b.,  and  many  pretty  firth  from 
the  Colne.  A reallv  grand  bream  from  tho  Oolno  is 
exhibited,  weighing  71b.  13oz.,  besides  which,  thoro  aro 
Homo  li cio  piko  from  the  Thames  and  Brent,  ohub  from 
tho  Thames  and  Colno,  several  magnificent  Thames  and 
Konnet  barbel,  and  perch  from  tho  Norfolk  Broads,  &e. 
Tho  following  is  merely  a part  of  tho  collection  : — 


Spocles. 

Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure 

mont. 

Trout 

. Thames  ... 

8 15 

28in. 

Trout 

. Do 

6 8 

24in. 

Trout 

. Do.  ... 

6 14 

20in. 

Trout 

Do 

7 1 

25,4in. 

Trout 

. Do 

6 9 

25in. 

Trout 

. Do 

6 5 

24in. 

Trout 

. Do 

5 1 

21 4in. 

Trout 

. Do 

7 10 

24|in. 

Trout 

Do.  (a  very  well 
proportioned  fish) 

13  0 

29in. 

Trout 

. Do 

10  0 

27in. 

Trout 

. Colne  

5 8 

22|in. 

Trout 

Thames  ... 

7 3 

24in. 

Grayling  ... 

. Wyley  

2 0 

164in. 

Grayling  ... 

. Avon  

1 13j 

16  [in. 

Grayling  ... 

. Not  known 

1 12 

15§in. 

Chub 

. Colne  

5 8 

214in. 

Tench 

2 15 

16i}in. 

Tench 

2 13 

164'  n. 

Tench 

2 12 

164in. 

Tench 

. Tring  Reservoir 

3 9 

18m. 

Tench 

. Thames  (in  spawn) 

3 7 

174>n. 

Pike 

. Brent  

19  2 

37jin. 

Pike 

Do 

12  8 

32in. 

Roach 

. Colne 

2 4 

14|in. 

Roach 

Do.  (heavy  in 

spawn) 

2 5 

14in. 

Roach 

Do 

2 4 

14in. 

Roach 

. Thames 

1 11 

13|in. 

Roach 

Colne 

2 1 

14|in. 

Roach 

. Tring  Reservoir 

2 94 

154in. 

Roach 

Do. 

2 0 

14.jin. 

Roach 

Do. 

1 134 

14in. 

Roach 

Do. 

1 10 

13in. 

Bream 

Colne  

7 13 

21fin. 

Roach 

Do 

2 1 

13jin. 

Roach 

Do 

1 14 

13jin. 

Rudd 

. Tring[  Reservoir 

2 64 

14jin. 

Rudd 

Do. 

2 4 

14in. 

Rudd 

Do. 

2 24 

13  jin. 

Rudd 

Do. 

2 0 

13in. 

Rudd 

. Norfolk  Broads 

2 6 

14in. 

Rudd 

Do. 

2 4 

134in. 

Dace 

. Colne  

0 144 

llfin. 

Dace 

. Do 

0 134 

lljin. 

Dace 

. Do 

0 14 

lljin. 

Dace 

. Do 

0 134 

lljin. 

Bleak 

. Do 

0 24 

7in. 

Tench  (Golden)  . 

. Private  water  ... 

3 13 

18in. 

Tench  (Golden)  . 

Do. 

3 12 

17fin. 

Tench  (Golden)  . 

Do. 

3 104 

174in. 

Barbel 

. Thames 

9 4 

284in. 

Barbel 

Do 

7 9 

27m. 

Barbel 

Do 

8 124 

29in. 

Barbel 

..  Do.  

8 0 

26in. 

Carp 

. Thames  

6 13 

20in. 

Carp 

Do 

5 14 

19in. 

Barbel 

. Colne  

10  8 

28jin. 

Barbel 

. Do 

9 64 

284in. 

Pike 

Thames 

22  0 

36m. 

Pike 

. Colne 

15  3 

33in. 

Perch 

. Hickling  Broad 

2 134 

154in. 

Perch 

Do. 

2 11 

15in. 

Perch 

. Brandon  Creek... 

3 0 

154in. 

Perch 

Do. 

2 8 

14in. 

Perch 

. Hickling  Broad 

2 124 

16in. 

Perch 

Do. 

2 114 

154in. 

Perch 

Do. 

2 54 

13Jin. 

Golden  Tench 

. Private  ... 

2 134 

18in. 

Barbel 

..  Thames 

8 9 

28in. 

Trout 

. . Colne 

4 4 

21in. 

Trout 

Do 

3 15 

21in. 

Chub 

..  Kennet  

5 6 

22in. 

Chub 

. . Thames 

5 6 

20}in. 

Chub 

Do 

6 0 

214in. 

Golden  Tench  . 

..  Private  water  ... 

2 14 

15in. 

Golden  Tench  . 

Do. 

2 04 

15in. 

Golden  Tench 

Do. 

1 144 

13fin. 

Dace 

. Lea 

0 14 

114in. 

Trout 

,.  Kennet  

4 8 

21in. 

Trout 

..  Colne  

3 10 

19fin. 

Trout 

..  Do 

4 34 

204in. 

Trout 

..  Thames  ... 

4 2 

21in. 

Rudd  . . 

TringReservoir  .. 

2 5 

134in. 

Trout 

..  Thames  ... 

6 1 

25in. 

Trout 

Do 

4 14 

234in. 

The  measurements  aro  to  centre  of  tail. 


A MONSTER  pike  was  captured  by  Mr.  Cockburn,  of 
Hastings,  in  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  on  Saturday,  Sept,  8, 
the  dimensions  were  as  under  : 

Weight.  Girth.  Length. 

37Jlb.  ...  22iin.  ...  45in. 

This  fish  was  shown  at  the  Piscatorial  Society’s  meet- 
ing, at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  the  10th  inst.  Its 
thickness  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  it  measured 
over  Sin.  through  the  body.  For  its  great  weight  it  is 
a short  fish,  and  was  in  perfect  condition. 


Sir, — The  measurements  given  below  are  taken  from 
my  best  specimen  fish  caught  since  1891.  I have 
captured  heavier  specimens,  but  their  condition  was 
not  equal  to  those  selected,  which  you  will  note  are  all 
well  proportioned  : 

Species.  Water.  'Tb'Soz  LenSth-  Girth. 

Roach...  Lake  (September)  2 If  14 jin.  13|in. 

Roaoh ...  „ ,,  1 14J  14in.  13in. 

Trout...  Thames  (June)...  4 84  20jin.  14in. 

Trout...  ,,  (July)...  2 14  15jin.  (not  taken). 

(This  was  an  extremely  pretty  little  fish,  and  the 
heaviest  for  length  I have  ever  seen,  but  being  just 
under  Thames  standard  was  returned  to  water.  It  was 
one  mass  of  red  and  black  spots,  and  very  riohly 
coloured.) 

Pike  ...  Thames  (December)  14  8 38£in.  (not  taken). 

Pike  ...  ,,  (October)  ..  12  0 36in.  ,, 

Pike  ...  Lea  (January)  ...  11  12  29£in.  ,, 

(This  is  a very  nice  specimon,  splendidly  mado  up, 
and  not  heavy  with  spawn.) 

Henley-on-Thames.  A.  E.  Hobbs. 


Bream  Fishing  Extraordinary.— The  Rev.  J. 
Young  (Rector  of  Walsoken)  caught  at  Bluntisham 
Staunch  last  Friday  and  Saturday  22  stone  of  bream, 
and  in  five  days’  fiHhing  43  stone.  The  fish  averaged 
31b.  to  51b.  The  fish  were  distributed  amongst  the 
inhabitants  of  Bluntisham  and  parish. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  pisoatorial  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents,  of  76, 
Ohanoery-lane,  W.C.,  with  whom  we  have  made  arrange- 
ments that  all  inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of 
inventions  will  be  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to 
our  readers : 

15,924.  Allan  Holmes,  of  London,  for  “ Improvements 
in  landing  nets.” 

15,965.  Matthew  Henry  Todd,  of  27,  Kirkgate,  Brad- 
ford, for  “ Improvements  in  the  manufacture  of 
creels  for  fishermen.” 

16,066.  Charles  Williamson  Aitken  and  Alexander 
Kay,  of  227,  Gorgie-road,  Edinburgh,  for 
“ Special  and  improved  deep  sea  or  other 
fishing  lines  and  haulage  reels.” 

16,304.  William  Wilcox,  of  53.  Snow  Hill,  Wolver- 
hampton, for  ” Plummet  and  under  water  ground 
bait  box.” 

0.  Horton,  of  11,  Royal  Exohange-squaro, 
Glasgow,  for  “ Fishing.” 

H.  Peel,  of  5,  St.  George’s-road,  Redditch , 
Worcestershire,  for  “ Fishing.” 

Inventions  Illustrated. 

5657.  B.  li.  Bambridge.  of  74,  High-streot,  Eton-on- 
Thamos,  for  “ Fishing  hooks.” 

6957.  H.  J.  Weloh,  of  Carthage,  New  York,  U.S.A., 

1 for  “Fishing.” 
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NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  . . ...  10s.  6d. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Advertisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2879. 


In  a subsequent  conversation  with  the  rector 
it  was  suggested  that  the  memorial  should  take 
the  form  of  a stained  glass  window,  the  cost  of 
which,  Mr.  Martin  informed  me,  would  be  about 
£100. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  say  many  words  to 
recommend  this  movement  to  do  honour  to  the 
memory  of  the  author  of  “ The  Compleat  Angler,” 
and  of  those  less  known  but  not  less  delightful 
“ Lives  ” of  eminent  English  churchmen.  Of 
these  biographies  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  spoke  in 
the  highest  terms,  referring  to  them  as  models  of 
what  such  work  should  be ; and  it  was  the  great 
doctor  who  wished  that  he  himself  had  written 
Walton’s  life,  and  recommended  Moses  Browne  to 
reprint  the  “ Angler.” 

Walton’s  sweet  classic  had  passed  through 
more  than  a hundred  editions  since  it  was  first 
published  in  May,  1653,  by  Richard  Marriott,  in 
St.  Dunstan’s  Churchyard,  Fleet-street. 

Walton  resided  for  some  years  at  the  corner  of 
Chancery-lane.  He  was  an  overseer  of  the  poor, 
a sidesman,  and  a vestryman  of  St.  Dunstan’s, 
and  filled  several  other  parochial  offices,  so  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  the  appropriateness 
of  St.  Dunstan’s  Church  as  the  place  for  a 
memorial  of  him  in  London. 

During  his  residence  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Dunstan’s,  Walton  lost  no  less  than  seven 
children,  besides  his  first  wife  and  her  mother ; 
their  deaths  are  recorded  in  the  registers  of  the 
church. 

The  records  of  the  Ironmongers’  Company 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 


IZAAK  WALTON,  Boen  1593 ; Died  1683. 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 


After  Huysman. 


return,  and  also  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. — I am,  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

R.  B.  Marston, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 

P.S. — Should  the  subscriptions  be  in  excess  of 
the  amount  required,  the  surplus  will  be  handed 
over  to  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  No 
charge  of  any  kind  for  expenses  will  be  made. 

SUBSCRIPTION  FORM. 

To  Mb.  R.  B.  Mabston  (Editor  Fishing  Gazette), 

St.  Dunstan’s  House, 

Fetter-lane,  London. 

Sir,— Herewith  I send  you  £ s.  d.  by 

as  a donation  to  the  Fund  for  erecting  a Memorial  of 
Izaak  Walton  in  St.  Dunstan’s  Church,  Fleet-street, 
London.  Should  the  amount  collected  exceed  the 
required  sum,  I agree  to  the  surplus  being  given  to  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Yours,  &c., 

Name 

Bate Address 


MY  FIRST  SALMON. 

By  “ Jenny  Spinner.” 


Tiie  season  that  year  had  been  an  unusually 
bad  one  from  a fisherman’s  point  of  view.  The 
sun  had  shone  persistently  day  after  day,  and 
week  after  week,  with  a fine  contempt  of  all 
English  tradition.  Streams  had  sunk  to  their 
lowest  level,  and  old  experienced  sportsmen 
returned  home  time  after  time  empty-handed 
and  in  despair. 

Every  known  and  unknown  artificial  fly  was 
tried  and  cast  aside ; shapeless  and  nameless 
bait3  were  used  with  no  better  success,  whilst 
everybody’s  temper  was  made  worse  by  tantalising 
reports  of  crowds  of  salmon,  longing  for  new 
pastures  and  fresh  water,  waiting  in  the  sea,  like 
people  at  the  pit  entrance  of  a theatre. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  my  first 
chance  of  throwing  a fly  over  a salmon  was  given 
to  me. 

It  was  a famous  salmon  stream,  running  through 
a lovely  glen,  and  where  the  fish,  if  not  very  large, 
were  plentiful.  But,  alas  ! the  river,  which  ought 
to  have  been  flowing  between  high  rocky  banks, 
or  falling  noisily  over  great  boulders,  trickled 
innocently  amongst  white  pebbles.  Deep,  dark 
pools  where  big  salmon  usually  gathered  in  great 
numbers  were  then  mere  puddles,  to  reach  which 
wide  expanses  of  stony  beach  had  to  be  crossed 
at  great  risk  of  a sprained  ankle. 

How  could  a novice,  and  a woman,  expect  to 
succeed  where  experienced  hands  had  signally 
failed  ? 

Every  day  we  went  out,  only  to  return  crest- 
fallen and  dejected.  At  last  our  morning  start 
became  the  joke  of  the  day,  and  our  friends 
gathered  in  crowds  on  the  door-steps,  at  the 
windows,  to  speed  us  on  our  way  with  various 
encouraging  remarks : 

“ I will  not  order  any  fish  for  dinner  to-day.” 

“ Remember,  we  can’t  have  anything  under 
twenty  pounds,  you  must  really  throw  in  all  the 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22nd,  1894. 

^ 

PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  OF  IZAAK 
WALTON  IN  LONDON. 

— 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

September,  1894. 

It  was  decided  at  a meeting  of  delegates  from 
the  principal  London  angling  associations,  held 
at  Broxbourne  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  the  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field,  to 
celebrate  the  tercentenary  of  Walton’s  birth — 
that  as  there  was  no  memorial  of  Walton  in 
London,  steps  should  be  taken  to  provide  one,  and 
1 was  asked  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

I had  previously  written  to  the  Rector  of  St. 
Dunstan’s  in  the  West,  with  which  church 
Walton  was  so  long  connected,  and  received  the 
following  reply  : 

“ St.  Dunstan’s  Vestry,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

“ My  dear  Mb.  Mabston, — I cordially  approve  of 
your  suggestion,  and  I am  very  grateful  to  you  for 
writing  to  me  about  it. 

“ I should  consider  it  a great  honour  to  St.  Dunstan’s 
Church  to  have  some  memorial  in  it  of  Izaak  Walton. 
I had  better  see  you  about  it  when  it  is  convenient  to 
you. — Very  sincerely  yours,  William  Martin. 

“ R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.” 


prove  that  Walton  was  made  a member  of  that 
company  on  Nov.  12,  1618. 

“No  circumstance,”  says  Mr.  Nicholl,  F.S.A., 
in  his  “ History  of  the  Ironmongers’  Company,” 
“ has  given  me  more  gratification  than  the 
discovery  that  Izaak  Walton  is  enrolled  among 
their  members.”  The  records  of  the  Company 
give  other  interesting  facts  about  Walton.  We 
find  that  “he  served  as  a gentleman-in-foins  in 
the  mayoralty  of  Sir  Thomas  Campbell,  in  1629, 
and  performed  the  like  service  in  1635,  in  the 
pageant  provided  for  Sir  Christopher  Clitherow 
. . . in  1637  he  was  chosen  Warden  of  the 
Yeomanry.” 

Although  born  in  Stafford,  and  buried  in 
Winchester  Cathedral,  a great  part  of  Walton’s 
life  was  passed  in  London ; he  resided  in 
Chancery-lane,  in  Clerkenwell,  and,  in  1662,  he 
rented  a house  next  to  the  Cross  Keys,  in  Pater- 
noster-row, which  was  burnt  in  the  Great  Fire  of 
London. 

It  would  be  easy  to  give  abundant  testimony 
as  to  the  esteem  in  which  Walton  was  held 
by  some  of  the  best  men  of  his  own  time  and 
since,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  unneces- 
sary. 

If  you  would  like  to  subscribe  I shall  be  happy 
to  acknowledge  any  amount  you  care  to  send  by 


smaller  ones.” 

“I’ll  send  a second  trap  to  carry  your  fish 
home  this  evening,”  &c.,  they  all  shouted,  as  we 
drove  off. 

“ Angus,”  I said  to  my  faithful  attendant  one 
morning,  “I  cannot  go  on  like  this.  I must 
catch  a salmon  to-day,  or  die.  Do  you  know  of 
anything  that  would  give  me  luck  ? ” 

“ Well,  marm  ” (in  Scotland  any  woman  out  of 
short  petticoats  is  a marm),  “ may  be  a bit  of 
white  heather  will  do  it.” 

“ The  very  thing  ! ” I cried.  “ Why  did  I not 
think  of  it  before.”  But  somehow  when  this  big, 
burly,  honest  Scotchman  proposed  such  a simple 
thing  it  seemed  to  add  certainty  to  the  power  of 
the  charm. 

A piece  of  the  pretty  white  blossom  was  soon 
pinned  on  my  coat,  and  we  started  full  of  hopes. 

A good  hour’s  drive  took  us  to  the  top  of  the 
glen,  near  a famous  pool  usually  crammed  with 
salmon. 

Whether  they  were  there  or  not,  is  not  for  me  to 
say,  for  as  far  as  my  experience  went  that  day,  I 
might  as  well  have  been  fishing  in  one  of  the 
Hampstead  ponds. 

Several  other  places  were  tried  with  the  same 
result.  Evening  came  on;  the  sun  went  down, 
taking  with  it  all  my  sanguine  eagerness  of  the 
morning. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[September  22,  1894 


290 


How  tired,  how  despairing  I felt.  The  white 
heather  itself  shared  my  despondency  and 
drooped  dismally  from  its  place  on  my  coat.  I 
roHolvcd  to  givo  up  tho  strugglo  altogether. 
What  was  tho  uso  of  being  repeatedly  told  that 
the  river  was  teaming  with  fish,  when  nobody 
could  even  rise  a single  one? 

Once  indeed,  in  tho  course  of  that  dismal  day, 
I caught  something  about  the  size  of  a sardine, 
on  a fly  as  largo  as  a bat.  In  the  deepening 
twilight  I took  it  for  a weed,  which  I tried  to 
whip  off.  When  I realised  what  it  was  that  made 
my  fly  fall  so  oddly  on  tho  water,  I took  off  the 
wretched  animal  and  cleaned  my  fly,  too 
disgusted  even  to  laugh  at  my  mistake. 

After  that,  I made  up  my  mind  to  throw  just 
once  more,  and  then  to  go  home,  and  never, 
never  to  come  near  the  river  again. 

Down  came  my  fly  with  a great  flop.  I jerked 
it  carelessly  across  the  rapids  towards  the  quiet 
water  at  the  side,  when  there  was  a sudden  click 
of  my  reel,  and  whizz  ! went  yards  of  my  line — 
I don’t  know  where. 

Mr.  Jones  (a  friend  fishing  with  me  that  day) 
came  running  up  as  fast  as  he  could. 

“ Oh,  Mr.  Jones  ! ” I cried.  “ What  has  hap- 
pened ? What  is  the  matter  ? ” 

“ A salmon — a salmon  has  happened ! ” he 
gasped  breathlessly. 

But  I was  not  going  to  let  him  think  I knew 
nothing  about  salmon  fishing,  so  I answered  quite 
calmly  : 

“Nonsense!  it  is  only  a tree,  or  a rock,  or 
something.” 

“Yes,  a rock  rushing  down  stream.” 

I did  not  like  his  tone,  so  I drew  myself  up  and 
made  some  appropriate  and  dignified  answer,  and 
we  had  quite  a warm  argument  about  it,  while 
I was  trying  all  I knew  to  free  my  fly  from  the 
dead  pull  that  held  it. 

“ There  now,”  I cried  triumphantly,  as  my  line 
suddenly  slackened,  “ I told  you  it  was  nothing.” 

“ Still,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  I’d  wind 
up  my  line,  if  I were  you.” 

Mr.  Jones  is  celebrated  for  always  wanting  to 
have  the  last  word,  but  as  I had  nothing  else  very 
particular  to  do  just  then,  and  did  not  want  to 
seem  too  obstinate,  I did  as  he  suggested,  when, 
all  at  once,  a glorious  creature  leapt  out  of  the 
water  at  my  very  feet,  and  fell  back  again  with  a 
great  splash. 

“ That  was  a salmon  if  you  like,”  I observed 
patronisingly. 

“ Did  you  think  it  was  a minnow  ? ” he  cried 
excitedly. 

I took  no  notice  then  of  that  rude  remark,  for 
I knew  there  was  a real  salmon  at  the  end  of  my 
line.  From  that  moment  till  it  lay  on  the  grass 
at  my  feet  I cannot  tell  what  happened,  for  I 
don’t  know.  But  there  was  Mr.  Jones  dancing 
about  with  joy  as  if  he  had  caught  it,  which  I 
thought  very  shabby  of  him  considering  I had 
had  all  the  trouble,  besides  having  been  obliged 
repeatedly  to  slap  his  hands  off  my  rod  when  he 
wanted  to  take  it  and  play  the  fish  himself. 

Then  good  Angus  congratulated  me  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  and  the  man  with  the  trap  on  the 
road  above  us  clapped  his  hands  till  he  was  quite 
red  in  the  face,  and  when  at  last  some  whisky 
was  produced  and  handed  round,  then  it  was  I 
knew  for  certain  that  I had  caught  my  first 
salmon,  and  that  the  white  heather  had  indeed 
brought  me  luck.  But  I agreed  with  Angus  when 
he  said  meditatively,  as  we  drove  home  in  silence : 

“ I hed  heard  it  say  the  white  heather  was 
canny,  but  I hed  never  seen  it  before.” 


^cotct)  motes. 

By  Mac. 

Dearth  of  water  is  the  prevailing  complaint  of 
Falmon  anglers  in  Scotland  at  the  present  time. 
For  about  a fortnight  past  the  weather  in  most 
districts  has  been  almost  continuously  dry ; and, 
although  a few  rivers  are  still  in  fairish  volume, 
the  majority  have  become  very  low  indeed.  As 
a consequence,  sport  all  round  has  been,  and  now 
is,  very  far  from  encouraging.  The  fish  that 
“came  away,”  i.e.,  left  the  sea,  with  the  first 
autumn  spates,  although  of  exceptional  quality 
and  brilliance,  are  now  browning  quickly,  getting 
soft,  and  fighting  rather  shy  of  the  angler's 
enticements.  They,  as  also  tho  few  that  are 
meantime  taking  the  rivers,  are  not,  owing  to  tho 


wator  being  so  low  and  not  fluctuating  any,  run- 
ning quickly  forward,  but,  instead,  are  potting 
in  the  lower  slacker  parts  of  sharp  streams, 
where  chiefly  they  are  sought  for  at  present.  Not 
until  there  is  a good  big  push  of  water  in  most 
of  the  rivers  can  an  all-round  revival  of  sport 
now  be  looked  for.  In  rivers  whose  water  is  very 
clear  the  prawn  has  perhaps  been  tho  deadliest 
lure  of  all  for  some  time  past.  As  yet  neither 
natural  minnow  nor  gudgeon  has  been  a decided 
success  in  an  all-round  sense,  but  certain  kinds  of 
phantom  and  artificial  minnows  have  been  kill- 
ing very  well  about  dusk.  Almost  all  anglers 
who  have  obtained  any  great  success  from  using 
tho  fly  have  done  most  with  very  small  sizes  for 
this  time  of  the  year — dark  patterns  on  dull  days 
and  silver  or  blue-bodied  patterns  on  bright 
days — as  a rule.  Nearly  everywhere  very  light 
fishing  with  fly,  and  rather  fast  spinning,  have 
been  most  effectual.  On  the  whole,  prawners 
have  had  most  luck  with  small  prawns,  worked 
rather  faster  than  usual.  Everywhere  lots  of 
fish  are  seen  leaping  in  the  inshore  waters  near 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  looking  round  them,  no 
doubt,  for  the  coming  of  more  water  to  let  them 
have  a bettor  opportunity  of  ascending. 


Finnock  fishing  with  fly  in  all  the  tideways  and 
best  fresh  water  lengths  of  East  Coast  rivers  is 
dull  meantime — also  by  reason  of  the  low  state 
of  the  water.  Between  six  and  seven  o’clock — 
and  some  evenings  until  a little  later — the 
finnocks  take  best.  But  they  have  to  be  lured 
with  the  smallest  of  flies  on  the  finest  of  gut — 
flies  on  No.  12  and  13  hooks.  The  best  patterns 
have  been  of  the  Coachman  type — white  tips ; and 
Silver  and  Black,  Silver  and  Blae,  Silver  and 
Blue.  Sport  during  the  day,  albeit  finnock  are 
abundant,  can  scarcely  (of  a gratifying  sort)  be 
obtained  anywhere  at  the  present  time  with  fly 
— on  rivers  at  least.  From  dusk  to  dark  is  the 
time  to  get  it ; at  stream  ends  and  in  deep  still 
water  off  shingly  beaches  is  where  to  get  it ; and 
by  wading  without  splashing,  and  fishing  with 
uncommon  neatness  and  lightness,  far  off  if 
possible,  is  how  to  get  it.  Generally  there  is  now 
a great  disparity  in  the  sizes  of  the  fish — a small 
lot  with  some  big  ones  having  run  of  late,  but 
the  quality  is  still  unchallengeable,  and  with  more 
water  there  no  doubt  would  very  soon  be  much 
splendid  sport  obtained. 


The  Scottish  Field,  a sporting  daily,  became 
defunct  last  week.  It  was  too  “horsey”  to  be 
popular  with  patrons  of  and  participators  in  most 
sorts  of  outdoor  sport  and  recreation. 


Mr.  Stirling,  of  Fairburn,  while  fishing  on 
Loch  Morar  the  other  week,  hooked  a cormorant. 
The  bird  was  sitting  on  a rock  when  the  hook 
“by  accident  caught  its  foot,”  whereupon  an 
exciting  tussle  ensued,  which  ended,  however,  in 
a capture  being  effected. 

During  the  past  three  weeks  Sir  Greville 
Smythe  and  friends  have  had  some  good  salmon 
and  grilse  angling  on  the  Aberon  near  Alness,  in 
addition  to  a deal  of  capital  trouting  on  the  neigh- 
bouring lochs. 

Mr.  Duncan  Darroch,  the  laird,  and  his 
guests  are  enjoying  first-rate  sea  trout  fishing  on 
the  north  side  of  Loch  Torridon.  From  the 
Torridon  river  the  Hon.  Gilbert  Coleridge,  one 
day  a short  time  ago,  had  nine  good  salmon.  In 
this  quarter  angling  for  the  salmon  and  his 
“ first  cousins  ” has  been  exceptionally  good 
latterly.  

A couple  of  anglers  had  splendid  sport  on  the 
little  River  Masson,  Argyleshire,  one  day  last 
week,  getting  thirty-eight  trout,  weighing  41  ilb., 
amongst  them  a sea  trout  of  91b.  weight. 


The  back-end  salmon  angling  on  the  Don  has 
latterly  been  very  poor,  in  consequence  of  the 
extremely  low  water.  Ten  days  ago  the  weather 
was  colder  and  rougher;  sport  was  good,  and 
prospects  most  encouraging,  a fine  head  of  fish 
being  in  the  lower  waters.  But  with  the  unfore- 
seen continuance  of  drought  for  so  long  prospects 
have  been  dashed,  and  now,  though  fish  “ crowd  ” 
almost  every  pool,  tho  daintiest  and  best  pitched 
fly  fails  to  bring  the  angler  any  luck,  and  only 


with  natural  minnow  now  and  then  is  a “drappit” 
fish  being  got.  Several  between  201b.  and  301b. 
have  been  the  heaviest  got  as  yet. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes:  With 
the  balmy  zephyrs  and  warm  bright  days  of  this 
northern  Indian  summer,  what  can  there  be  to 
report  about  fishing?  All  over  rivers  are  on 
holiday,  and  have  restrained  themselves  to  the 
smallest  and  clearest  trickle  possible,  so  that  the 
thirsty  harvesters,  who  now  throng  their  banks, 
might  be  refreshed  with  draught  as  pure  and 
sparkling  as  from  a mossy,  shaded  well  spring. 
The  angler’s  occupation’s  gone.  Let  him  there- 
fore reel  up,  leave  the  fruitless  stream,  and  join 
the  busy  group  who  are  tossing  the  golden 
sheaves.  Let  him 

List  to  the  reaper’s  song, 

Among  tho  yellow  com, 

and  bless  his  eyesight  with  a glance  at  Phyllis 
in  the  corn  field,  what  time  she  turns  her  grace- 
ful head  and  reveals  how  much  glowing  healthy 
natural  beauty  can  be  encompassed  by  the 
circumference  of  a sun- bonnet.  Old  Izaak  frivoled 
with  the  milk-maid.  May  not  his  degenerate 
descendants  be  susceptible  to  the  charms  of  the 
fair  harvester?  Since  there  is  nothing  present 
to  report  of  importance,  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  note  some  doings  of  the  past.  Now  is  the  time 
when  the  trout  fisher  begins  to  reckon  up  his 
total  catch  for  the  summer,  and  very  wonderful 
figures  it  runs  to  sometimes — if  true  ! The 
largest  score  I have  heard  of  as  yet,  however,  is 
only  600  fish,  not  so  very  extraordinary,  and  not 
nearly  the  highest  made  for  certain.  Still,  with 
no  liberty  to  fish  anywhere,  and  merely  a roving 
inclination  to  flit  from  stream  to  stream,  as  the 
bee  from  flower  to  flower,  it  may  be  admitted 
that  the  lucky  angler  who  claims  that  score  has 

improved  the  shining  hour,  and  gathered well 

basketed,  his  full  share  of  the  honey.  It  has  to 
be  added  as  a fact  that  every  individual  fish  was 
fly  taken.  

Persistent  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Don  has  produced  very  fair  September  records. 
Two  or  three  of  the  most  industrious  sportsmen 
on  Grandholm  and  Cruive  water  managed  for  a 
time  to  keep  the  tale  at  a fish  a day,  but  I fear 
the  decline  of  the  water  will  put  a stop  to  such 
success.  The  sea  trout  and  finnock  anglers  in 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  Don  express  themselves 
as  quite  satisfied  with  the  season,  nearly  all  the 
ticket  holders  having  done  well.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  season  a most  successful  lure 
has  been  a modification  of  the  ordinary  two-hook 
worm  fly,  so  popular  in  loch  fishing,  and  goes 
here  by  the  name  of  the  “ Wind  fly.”  On  Satur- 
day last,  on  the  Seaton  water,  two  anglers  were 
near  by  each  other,  and,  as  often  happens,  one 
was  taking  fish,  the  other  not.  Being  “chums,” 
the  successful  one  revealed  the  charm,  which  was 
the  “ Wind-fly,”  and  furnished  a sample.  The 
rest  of  the  evening  witnessed  “ fish  about  ” — or 
turn  about,  between  the  two — which  says  a good 
deal  for  the  “ Wind-fly.” 


The  conditions  under  which  leases  for  the 
taking  of  salmon  on  the  ceast  of  Scotland  will  be 
granted  have  now  been  drawn  up  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Woods  in  charge  of  the  revenues 
of  the  Crown  in  Scotland.  The  coasts  of  the 
counties  of  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Fife,  Perth, 
Kincardine,  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Elgin,  and  Inver- 
ness have  been  divided  into  lots,  for  which 
tenders  are  invited,  and  which  must  be  addressed 
to  Mr.  E.  Stafford,  Office  of  Woods,  London, 
before  Oct.  1 next.  Each  lot  must  be  tendered 
for  separately,  and  the  lease  will  be  for  five  years 
from  Martinmas.  


The  Ythan  salmon  fishings  on  the  coast  and 
estuary,  which  is  chiefly  netted  for  trout,  closed 
on  Saturday.  This  is  one  of  the  latest  stations  in 
Scotland,  and  the  latest  on  the  east  coast.  Like 
most  other  places  the  season  has  been  a very 
poor  one,  and,  although  details  are  not  to  hand, 
the  average  both  for  salmon  and  grilse  is  much 
behind  last  year,  and  only  about  half  the  normal 
yield.  August  is  usually  relied  on  to  make  good 
the  season’s  total,  but  this  year  the  yield  during 
the  past  six  weeks  has  boon  moagro  indeed.  The 
rod  fishing  does  not  close  till  Oct.  31,  and,  as 
finnock  and  sea  trout  are  showing  well  in  tho 
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tidal  waters,  the  prospects  of  a good  back-end 
are  pretty  well  assured.  Last  week  baskets  were 
very  light,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  water. 

Last  week  the  salmon  net  fishing  season  on 
the  Tweed  closed.  Ever  since  the  opening  in 
February  the  results  have  been  most  unsatis- 
factory. Salmon  have  been  unusually  scarce,  and 
the  total  is  likely  to  be  the  worst  on  record. 
Grilse  are  below  the  average  as  to  numbers. 
Trout  have  given  the  best  and  steadiest  yield. 
Prices  on  the  whole  have  been  above  those  of 
previous  years.  Last  year  the  Berwick  Salmon 
Fisheries  Company  lost  £2500,  and  this  year 
there  will,  it  is  believed,  be  a further  loss. 
Hardly  one  station  on  the  Tweed  will  square 
accounts.  


In  quite  a number  of  the  best  sea  trout  loca- 
lities in  the  Shetland  Isles  the  angling  has  much 
improved,  and,  indeed,  been  very  good  of  late. 

I hear  from  Johnnie  Sutherland,  the  cele- 
brated gillie  at  Durness,  Sutherlandshire : 
“ We  are  having  both  beautiful  weather  and  first- 
rate  fishing  now,  and  the  pity  therefore  is  that 
anglers  up  here  are  so  few  at  present.  All  very 
good  — Crosspuil  trout  angling,  brown  trout 
angling,  sea  trout,  salmon  and  deep  sea  fishing. 
The  other  day  a gentleman  had  a salmon  of  141b. 
and  four  sea  trout  (largest  41b.) ; while  for  two 
evenings’  fishing  another  had  fourteen  of  the 
Crosspuil  silvery  trout.  Loch  Seahan,  our  last 
sea  trout  loch,  Crosspuil,  and  the  Dionard  river 
low  down  are  all  in  fine  order,  and  this  is  the  best 
month  for  them.  I can  promise  to  get  first-rate 
sport  with  grilse,  salmon,  sea  trout,  and  Crosspuil 
trout  for  any  gentleman  who  may  run  up  here 
during  the  present  month. 

At  Newburgh,  on  the  Ythan,  a supper  and 
ball,  under  the  auspices  of  the  salmon  fishers,  was 
held  in  the  Public  Hall  the  other  night.  Covers  for 
ninety-five  persons  were  laid  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny 
Arms,  in  his  usual  satisfactory  way.  Votes  of 
thanks  to  the  employers- — Mr.  Davidson,  of  Well- 
wood,  and  Mr.  Ritchie — were  proposed  by  James 
McRobb,  and  were  heartily  responded  to.  After 
supper  the  hall  was  cleared,  and  dancing  engaged 
in  for  a few  hours.  


I hear  that  “ Sport  with  sea  trout  on  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  River  Ythan  is  now  pulling  up 
immensely,  different  parties  having  had  splendid 
sport  during  the  week.  Since  about  a month 
past,  when  the  run  of  fish  began  to  set  in 
vigorously,  some  of  the  gentlemen  keepers  have 
had  immense  sport  with  the  ‘ Hemp  fly,’  to 
the  great  detriment  of  sport  and  the  in- 
finite chagrin  of  anglers.  As  a consequence 
Lord  Aberdeen’s  splendid  fishery  has  not  fished 
anything  like  up  to  what  was  expected  of  it, 
but  still  it  has  yielded  occasional  good  takes  of 
brown  trout  and  sea  trout,  with  some  salmon  and 
grilse  in  addition.  Owing  to  Mr.  Lawrence 
having  rented  Haddo  House,  with  the  shooting 
and  salmon  fishing  rights,  a rearrangement  of 
the  water  has  been  found  necessary.  The 
privilege  tickets  for  the  Kincarrachie  or  lower 
beat,  which  now  goes  to  the  sporting  tenant, 
have,  I understand,  been  withdrawn;  but  from 
Sangland  Bridge  upwards  a splendid  fishery  of 
many  miles  extent  from  both  banks,  and  which  is 
excellent  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  in 
October,  will  henceforth  be  free  to  be  ranged 
throughout  by  all— the  very  many — who  annually 
have  Lord  Aberdeen’s  most  generous  permission 
to  fish,  which  during  his  Lordship’s  stay  in 
Canada  as  Governor-General  of  the  Dominion,  is 
deputed  to  his  factor,  Mr.  George  Muirhead, 
Haddo  House,  by  Aberdeen.” 

“ So  far  as  the  season  has  gone  the  autumn 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Deveron  (along  the  greater 
range  of  water)  has  been  quite  up  to  expectation. 
Already  some  anglers  have  run  up  very  gratify- 
ing scores,  and  one  or  two  have  got  as  many  as 
six  and  seven  salmon  in  a day.  By  the  way,  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Francis  George,  of  the  Fife 
Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  has  a wonderfully  good  yield- 
ing reach  to  let  for  the  remainder  of  the  season — 
a part  of  the  Duke  of  Fife’s  Duff  House  fishery. 
The  drought  continues,  and  the  river  though  not 
very  low  is  now  very  clear,  hence  sport  is  not 
proving  so  good  as  it  was  some  time  ago.  On 


the  Huntly  free  water  during  the  week  some  six- 
teen good  fish  were  banked,  heaviest  about  1 61b. 
The  best  killing  flies  have  been  Jock  Scott,  Silver 
Doctor,  Dunt,  Glentanar,  Sir  Archibald,  and  the 
Yellow  Turkey.  But  as  a rule  most  fish  on  the 
lower  and  middle  reaches  have  been  secured  by 
minnow,  gudgeon,  and  phantom.  The  worm  has, 
perhaps,  proved  the  greatest  nailer  on  the  inland 
fisheries.  Where  now  that  the  water  is  very 
clear,  and  the  fish  can  be  sighted,  the  bare  hook 
is  likely,  I am  informed,  to  be  used  with  deadly 
effect.  There  is  a splendid  head  of  fish  in  the 
river,  and  after  the  next  flood  it  is  the  general 
expectation  that  as  with  the  fish  that  are  in  and 
the  fish  that  will  come  up,  the  river  all  along  will 
be  abundantly  stocked.” 

On  the  ticket  waters  of  the  Forth  the  sport  of 
the  autumn,  which  is  mainly  with  grilse,  though 
by  no  means  brilliant,  is  still  keeping  steady, 
every  day  a few  fish  ranging  in  weight  from  51b. 
to  121b.  being  caught. 

On  the  River  Ness,  despite  the  continuance  of 
low  water,  sport  has  proved  tolerably  encouraging 
during  the  week.  The  Ness  Castle  fishery  gave 
fifteen  fish  ; the  Ness-side  fishery  nineteen,  and 
Dochfour,  seventeen  ; but  the  locals  on  the  free 
day  had  far  less  sport  than  usual. 

The  lower  reaches  of  the  River  Spey  are  con- 
tinuing to  yield  a great  many  salmon  to  the  rods. 
On  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  fishery  the  best 
sport  of  all  is  being  had.  But  up  and  down 
about  Rothes  there  is  hardly  a beat  but  is 
yielding  two  or  three  fish  daily.  Since  the 
autumn  run  of  fish  set  in  several  anglers  fishing 
on  the  Craigellachie  Hotel  section  have  done 
pretty  well.  __ ___ 

At  Tarbert,  Harris,  anglers  are  still  securing 
pretty  good  baskets  of  sea  trout. 

The  Solway  rivers  are  very  low  meantime,  and 
sport  accordingly  is  far  from  brisk.  In  hardly 
one  of  them  will  salmon  be  able  to  head  up 
beyond  the  tide  until  a spate  takes  place. 

On  the  River  South  Esk  and  its  more  famous 
sister  salmon  angling  stream  the  River  North  Esk, 
sport  with  the  whopping  fine  “ back-enders  ” still 
continues  rather  meagre. 

The  Aberdeenshire  Dee  is  not  fishing  well  just 
now,  and,  indeed,  all  this  autumn  so  far  it  has 
fished  in  a disappointing  manner.  There  is  a 
middling  stock  of  fish  in  its  faily  lower  and 
middle  reaches,  but  most  of  them  are  now  beyond 
looking  at  the  fly.  

On  the  Tweed  literally  nothing  is  being  done. 

On  reaches  of  the  Earn,  with  prawn  and  fly, 
and  in  several  reaches  of  the  Tay,  with  fly,  good 
sport  is  being  enjoyed. 

The  weather  is  all  for  the  farmer  and  none  for 
the  angler,  so  that  angling  is  prosecuted  under 
conditions  pertaining  more  to  summer  than 
autumn.  The  tiny  flies  in  vogue  are  the  cause  of 
so  many  losses.  Mr.  Teacher  Montague,  on  Kin- 
neskie,  lost  four  large  fish  one  day  lately,  but  why 
specify  ? There  is  scarcely  an  angler  on  the  Dee, 
or  Don  either  for  that  matter,  but  has  to  do 
with  one  or  two  fish  daily  that  are  being  hooked 
and  lost.  The  secret  lies  not  in  the  small 
hooks,  but  in  the  disproportionate  size  of  an 
18-ft.  rod  with  corresponding  heavy  line  to  the 
small  tackle  and  tiny  hook  employed.  A 
regular  summer  set  is  the  thing  just  now,  and 
those  making  the  best  work  have  adopted  it. 
Boatie  Stephen  never  saw  things  so  dull  all  the 
days  he  has  been  at  Glentanar  as  they  have  been 
all  this  season  through.  Only  two  red  beasts 
have  been  got  during  the  past  fortnight  up  till 
Wednesday  last,  more  royal  tartan  than  salmon 
colour.  However,  the  fish  on  the  nether  half  of 
the  river  are  on  the  other  hand  perfect  beauties. 
I hear  that  Professor  Cash  has  had  some  sixteen 
fish  and  Professor  Niven  some  twenty,  on  the 
Grandholm  section  of  the  Don,  while  our  old 
Kincardine  O’Neil  friends,  the  Messrs.  Deverill 
p'ere  et  fils,  have  had  several,  all  scaling  from 
81b.  to  181b.  But  this  was  before  the  present 
drought. 


ABOUT  THE  SALMON  FISHERY 
AT  CHRISTCHURCH  AND  OTHER 
MATTERS. 


By  Mrs.  Arthur  Bell  (N.  D’Anvers). 
Leaving  further  study  of  the  fish  and_their 
ways  till  I am  at  Mudeford  again,  I indulged 
myself  yesterday  in  a visit  to  Mr.  Hart’s  Museum 
of  Natural  History  in  the  High-street.  Mr.  Hart 
was  good  enough  to  go  round  with  me  himself, 
and  many  were  the  interesting  details  he  gave 
me  of  the  lives  of  the  birds  he  loves  so  well  and 
watches  so  carefully. 

The  birds,  alas ! have  suffered  already,  almost 
as  much  as  we  fear  the  salmon  will  in  the 
immediate  future,  from  the  rapid  increase  of 
population.  The  sandy  tracts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  are  still,  it  is  true,  frequented  for  a 
time  by  numerous  immigrants,  who  rest  there  by 
the  way  in  their  long  journeys,  and  the  river 
banks  are  still  haunted  by  many  residents ; but 
several  species  have  become  extinct  of  late  years 
through  the  invasion  of  their  secluded  habitats, 
or  the  wanton  destruction  of  their  eggs.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Hart  has  done  much  to  check 
recklessness  by  his  influence  with  landowners  and 
farmers.  He  has  saved  the  lives  of  the  owls, 
amongst  others,  by  proving  that  they  are  benefi- 
cient  keepers  down  of  vermin ; he  has  taught 
many  of  the  boys  of  Christchurch  to  preserve 
rather  than  to  destroy,  and  his  charming  little 
collection  bears  witness  to  his  chariness  in  taking 
life. 

One  specimen  secured,  he  never  kills  another, 
and  that  one  specimen,  as  he  explained  to  me, 
has  been  a vicarious  sufferer,  saving  the  rest 
of  its  family.  “Take  one  egg  only  out  of 
five  and  the  mother  bird  does  not  miss  it;  the 
other  four  little  ones  are  better  fed  for  the  loss  of 
the  fifth ; I never  betray  the  hiding  place  of  a 
nest,”  and  so  on.  Mr.  Hart  told  me  he  set  up  his 
first  birds,  the  purple  sandpipers,  at  eleven  years 
old— October,  1860— and  he  has  steadily  pursued 
the  study  of  natural  history  ever  since.  It  was 
pleasant  to  hear  that  he  is  writing  his  life,  which 
will  be  as  interesting  as  that  of  the  well-known 
“ Scotch  Naturalist.” 

Mr.  Hart’s  collection  includes  the  rare  summer 
visitor,  the  hoopoe*  (Upupa  (’pops),  which  has 
occasionally  bred  in  the  neighbourhood;  the 
redwing  (Turdus  iliacus)  from  the  northern 
pine  forests  of  Europe,  shot  here  in  January, 
1873;  the  once  numerous  Dartford  warbler 
( Melizophilus  undatus ),  fast  dying  out ; the  willow 
warbler  (Fhylloscopiis  trochilus),  increasing  in 
numbers  ; the  rare  marsh  warbler  ( Acrocephalus 
palustris),  the  aquatic  warbler  ( Acrocephalus 
aquations),  an  accidental  visitor  from  France  and 
Holland ; the  sedge  warbler  ( Acrocephalus  plirag- 
mitis),  which  builds  in  reeds,  with  land  beneath 
the  nest;  and  the  reed  warbler  ( Acrocephalus 
streperus),  which  builds  in  reeds  with  water 
beneath,  and  contracts  its  nest  at  the  top  to  save 
the  eggs  from  being  turned  out  in  a high  wind ; 
the  Alpine  accentor  ( Accentor  collaris),  shot  near 
the  Priory  Church,  an  accidental  visitor  from 
South  Europe;  the  now  extinct  bearded  tit- 
mouse ( Panuris  biarmicus),  which  used  to  fre- 
quent the  banks  of  the  Avon ; the  rare  crested 
titmouse  (Partis  cristatus),  shot  on  Stanpit 
Marsh  ; the  common  varieties  of  titmouse,  known 
as  the  long-tailed,  the  great,  the  cole,  and  the 
marsh ; the  rare  white  wagtail  (4 fotacilla  alba), 
the  grey  wagtail  ( Motacilla  melanope),  nesting 
here  occasionally  only ; the  tawny  pipit  (Antlius 
campestris),  an  occasional  visitor  from  Southern 
Europe  ; the  tree  pipit  ( Anthus  trivialis),  which 
lays  several  clusters  of  eggs,  each  of  a different 
colour  ; the  siskin  ( Chrysomitris  spinus),  a visitor 
only,  resting  here  in  large  numbers  in  autumn 
migrations  ; the  rare  pine  grossbeak  (Pinicola 
enucleator)  from  Siberia;  the  Lapland  bunting 
(Calcarius  lapponicus),  which  breeds  in  the  Arctic 
regions ; the  rare  visitant,  the  rose-coloured 
pastor  (Pastor  roseus)  ; the  onoe  numerous  but 
now  rare  chough  (Pyrrhocorax  graculus) ; the 
occasional  straggler  from  the  mountains  of 
Europe,  the  nutcracker  (Nucifraga  caryocalactes) ; 

* Tradition  Bays  that  King  Solomon  gave  tho  hoopoes 
golden  crowna,  but  they  suffered  so  much  persecution 
in  consequence  that  they  begged  to  have  them  oxohanged 
for  their  tuft  of  foathotS. 
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the  now  rare  kingflsbor  ( Alceilo  iapitla),  reck- 
lessly doatroyed  of  lato  years;  the  occasional 
visitor  from  Europe,  the  roller  (dor acuta  garrula) ; 
tho  marsh  harrier  (Circus  teruginosus),  once  a resi- 
dent, now  only  a visitor;  the  buzzard  (llateo 
vulgaris),  once  common  hero,  now  rare;  the  pere- 
grine falcon  ( Valeo  peregrinua),  now  rare,  which 
Mr.  Hart  told  me  are  very  faithful  lovers, 
mating  for  life,  though,  if  father  or  mother  is 
killed,  a substitute  to  protect  tho  little  ones 
always  appears  at  once  ; the  little  stint  ( Tringa 
minuta),  which  is  horo  8000  miles  from  its 
brooding  place  ; tho  knot  (Tringa  canutua),  tho 
breeding  placo  of  which  has  never  been  found, 
as  it  is  in  tho  extromo  north  of  the  Arctic 
regions  (Mr.  Hart  has  two  specimens,  one  in 
summer  the  other  in  winter  plumage) ; the 
puffin  ( Fratercula  arctica),  from  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  which  rest  in  rabbit  holes  here  in  great 
numbers  in  April  and  May,  the  mothers  carrying 
their  young  down  to  the  water  to  feed  them,  so 
that  the  babies  may  bo  seen  standing  in  rows  on 
the  cliffs  waiting  with  open  bills  for  their  sup- 
plies of  small  fish  ; the  little  tern  (Sterna  minuta), 
which  lays  its  eggs  on  shingly  shores  just  above 
high  water;  and  the  common  tern  ( Sterna 
fluviatilis)  which  lays  its  eggs  at  high  water 
mark ; speaking  of  these  terns  as  we  stood 
opposite  to  the  cases  containing  specimens,  Mr. 
Hart  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
eggs  and  the  little  ones  in  each  case  are  very 
much  the  colour  of  the  shingle  in  which  they 
nest,  a striking  example  of  the  protective 
instinct  so  strong  in  all  birds  ; the  little  ringed 
plover  ( VEgitalis  curonica) ; the  rare  black  stork 
( Ciconia  nigra),  shot  in  Poole  Harbour  ; the 
common  stork  (Ciconia  alba),  which  would  breed 
here  if  it  were  let  alone;  the  gannet  (Sula 
bassana),  which  dives  from  a great  height 
straight  on  to  its  quarry  in  the  water ; the 
cormorant  (Phalaerocorax  carbo),  which  breeds 
on  the  Needle  rocks,  and  is  called  the  Isle  of 
Wight  parson,  on  account  of  its  black  plumage 
with  dashes  of  white  ; the  hawk  (Accipiter  nisus), 
the  young  of  which  are  snow  white,  and  very 
conspicuous,  but  they  have  no  enemies  amongst 
other  animals;  the  crane  (Grus  communis),  which 
used  to  breed  on  Cranemoor,  named  after  them, 
but  is  now  but  a rare  visitor  ; the  corncrake 
(Crex  pratensis),  that  clever  ventriloquist  which 
will  imitate  all  manner  of  sounds,  such  as  the 
croaking  of  a frog,  to  draw  the  intruder  from 
its  nest ; the  waterhen  (Gallinula  chloropus), 
about  which  Mr.  Hart  told  me  the  curious 
fact  that  the  young  have 
horny  little  hooks  at  the  tips 
of  their  wings  which  enable 
them  to  follow  their  mothers 
in  the  water  as  soon  as 
they  are  out  of  the  shell,  so 
that  whilst  still  unable  to 
swim  or  fly  they  get  rapidly 
along  by  clinging  to  rushes, 

&c. ; the  coot  (Fulica  atra) 
which  has  lobed  feet  suit- 
able for  running  on  mud ; the 
sheldrake  ( Tadorna  cornuta), 
which  nests  in  rabbit  holes 
on  Hengistbury  Head,  and, 
like  the  puffin,  carries  her 
little  ones  down  to  the  water 
to  feed  ; she  teaches  them  to 
swim  by  carrying  them  one 
after  the  other  on  her  back 
through  the  surf ; the  black - 
neaded  gull  (Laras  ridibun- 
dus),  which  has  recently 
come  here  to  breed ; the 
curlew,  which  breeds  in  the 
forest,  and  knows  the  time 
of  the  tides  so  accurately 
that  it  appears  as  soon  as 
there  is  one  streak  of  mud 
uncovered,  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  later  every  day. 

The  last  eagle  visitor  was 
shot  here  in  1893,  and  the 

Polish  and  Whooper  swans  are  occasional  visitors. 
Mr.  Hart  told  me  that  the  birds  follow  two 
lines  of  migration— from  north  to  south  and 
from  east  to  west,  the  mountain  ranges  being 
their  railways,  so  to  speak.  Now  and  then  a few 
stragglers  turn  down  the  w rong  valley  and  lose 
their  way,  appearing  in  localities  where  they 
were  never  met  with  before. 


MR.  A.  J.  LITTLE. 

The  picture  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Little,  who  was  for 
many  years  president  of  the  Richmond  Pisca- 
torial Society,  is  from  a snap  shot  by  Mr.  James 
Temple  at  him,  when  fishing  from  Teddington 
Weir,  where  he  in  years  past  has  had  many  a 
good  fish.  Mr.  Little  took  tho  greatest  interest 
in  and  very  materially  contributed  to  the  success 


Mr.  A.  J.  Little  Fishing  prom  Teddington  Weir. 

of  the  Fishing  Gazette  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tour- 
naments, &c. ; he  is  one  of  the  most  able  users  of 
the  Nottingham  reel  living,  and  as  an  all-round 
sportsman  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  him. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL. 

Mr.  James  Temple’s  photograph,  which  ive  re- 
produce, shows  Miss  Davies,  the  very  popular 
proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Lake  Vyrnwy 


Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney. 


Mr.  G.  Ward. 

At  the  Entrance 


Mirs  Davios. 
to  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel. 


Hotel.  In  front  of  the  he  use  is  Mr.  G.  Ward,  to 
whose  energy  and  enterprise  the  hotel  and 
fishery  owe  their  existence.  Wo  regret  to  hear 
that  long  continued  ill  hoalth  compelled  him  to 
give  up  his  interest  in  the  concern.  The  figure 
at  tho  loft  of  the  picture  is  that  of  that  keen  and 
clever  angler  Mr.  0.  W.  (ledney,  who  had  splendid 
sport  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  when  ho  was  there. 


YORKSHIRE  ANGLING  RESORTS. 

Bv  Francis  M.  Wamiran. 

Nil)  herd  ale  has  been  aptly  termed  the  Switzer- 
land of  England,  and  anybody  who  has  wandered 
from  its  source  at  Nidd  Head,  on  Great  Whern- 
side,  down  to  the  quaint  old  town  of  Pateley 
Bridge  must,  I think,  acknowledge  this.  The 
rocky  nature  of  the  river’s  bed,  fringed  with  fir 
plantations  on  every  side,  and  with  the  lofty  hills 
shutting  out  the  horizon  in  the  background,  all 
tend  to  remind  one  of  a scene  in  Switzerland. 
This  river  is  not  so  much  fished  on  the  upper 
portion  as  on  the  lower,  but  on  neither  can  such 
sport  be  obtained  as  on  my  two  favourite 
rivers  the  Yore  and  the  Wharfe.  As  I have 
stated,  the  River  Nidd  rises  on  Great  Whern- 
side,  2000ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
owes  its  source  to  a great  number  of  small  moor- 
land streams,  which  continue  until  Walshford 
Bridge  is  reached,  where  they  comparatively 
cease.  The  principal  of  these  tributaries  are 
How-stean,  Oak,  and  Crimple  Becks.  The 
former  is  probably  the  best  of  these,  but  the 
fishing  is  strictly  private,  and  the  angler  who 
obtains  a day’s  fishing  thereon  may  consider  him- 
self a lucky  individual.  How-stean  Beck  joins 
the  Nidd  below  Lofthouse,  and  Crimple  Beck, 
rising  on  Stainburn  moor,  flows  past  Pannal 
and  Spofforth  down  to  Iiibston,  where  it 
enters  the  main  river.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
How-stean  Beck,  the  fishing  on  this  tributary 
is  private,  but  sometimes  Mr.  Dent  Dent  will 
grant  permission  for  a day’s  fishing  to  a 
wandering  angler  on  his  water,  which  lies  on 
the  lower  portion  of  the  stream.  The  upper 
portion  of  the  Nidd  is,  as  I have  said  before, 
most  picturesque,  being  an  alternation  of  lichen 
covered  rocks  and  sombre-tinted  pine  woods,  a 
curious  contrast  to  the  lower  portion,  which  runs 
through  as  flat  and  as  uninteresting  a tract  of 
country  as  man  need  wish  to  see.  At  Goyden  Pot, 
above  Lofthouse,  the  river  is  subterranean,  and 
does  not  reappear  for  nearly  three  miles ; this,  I 
believe,  is  the  greatest  length  of  any  stream 
running  underground  that  occurs  in  York- 
shire, although  in  the  Pickering  and  Kirby 
moorside  district  both  the  Rye  and  Sinning- 
ton  Beck  traverse  a considerable  distance 
underground.  The  angler  should  certainly  lay 
aside  his  rod  for  a short  time  in  order  to  inspect 
Goyden  Pot,  which  is  an  immense  cavern  40ft. 
below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  river 
rushes  along  the  bottom,  and  no  words  of  mine 
can  convey  an  idea  of  the  imposing  and  awe- 
inspiring character  of  this 
wonderful  freak  of  Nature. 
A very  heavy  flood,  how- 
ever, will  at  times  fill  the 
body  of  the  cavern,  and 
then  the  river  flows  along 
that  natural  channel  which 
is  on  other  occasions  quite 
dry. 

From  the  source  to  Kil- 
ling Hall  Bridge  the  water 
is  typical  for  trout  fishing. 
Once  upon  a time  there  used 
to  be  also  a number  of  gray- 
ling, but  the  bush  from  the 
lead  mines  greatly  interfered 
with  them,  and  although  in 
recent  years  they  seemed  to 
be  re-appearing,  still  the 
Nidd  cannot  be  ranked 
amongst  the  best  of  the 
Yorkshire  grayling  streams. 
From  Pateley  to  Killing  Hall 
Bridge  is  the  best  part  for 
grayling,  and  there  are  also 
dace  and  eels  to  be  found  in 
that  portion  of  the  river. 
The  best  portion  of  the 
Nidd  is  preserved  by  the 
land  owners,  there  being 
only  two  club  waters,  one  the 
Ivnaresbro’  Angling  Club, 
and  the  other  the  Harrogate 
Angling  Association.  There  is  a good  inn  at  Rams- 
gill  and  several  at  Pateley  Bridge,  the  King’s  Hoad 
being  the  most  comfortable  house.  Pateely  is  tho 
terminus  on  tho  Nidd  Valley  Railway,  which  is 
connected  with  the  main  line  at  Ilarrogato.  Tho 
upper  portion  of  tho  valley  can,  therefore,  only'  be 
reached  by  driving.  Tho  Knaresbro’  Anglers’ 
club  water  has  an  uninterrupted  broak  of  thirtoen 
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miles  from  Killing  Hall  Bridge  down  to  Ribston. 
Kir.  F.  G.  Brown  and  Mr.  F.  Woolstenholme  are 
the  secretaries.  The  annual  subscription  is 
£1  10s„  and  no  day  tickets  are  granted.  Mr. 
T.  Allen,  Cathcart  House,  Harrogate,  is  the 
secretary  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, and  Mr.  Riley  Fortune  is  the  presi- 
dent. This  club,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
■enterprising  in  Yorkshire,  has  only  acquired 
their  length  upon  the  Nidd  recently,  but  as  they 
have  erected  a hatchery  and  intend  to  stock  the 
river  thoroughly,  I have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
in  the  course  of  time  their  length  will  be  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county.  There  is  little  difficulty 
in  obtaining  permission  for  a day’s  fishing  on  the 
Kidd,  from  the  bottom  limit  of  the  Knaresbro’ 
club  length  to  the  end  of  Aubert  Pastures  at 
"Cattal,  and  as  I have  remarked  before,  a 
day  can  sometimes  be  had  upon  Mr.  Dent 
Dent’s  water.  Walshford  Bridge  is  two  miles 
and  a quarter  below  Ribston,  and  is  a great 
resort  for  anglers  from  Leeds  and  the  surround- 
ing districts.  There  is  an  inn  in  the  village. 
Hunsingore,  situated  a mile  and  a half 
below  Walshford  Bridge,  is  also  greatly  visited 
by  coarse  fishers  from  this  point  to  its 
confluence  with  the  Ouse.  Anglers  will  find  very 
little  difficulty  in  obtaining  permission  to  fish 
so  long  as  they  conduct  themselves  in  a becoming 
and  rational  manner.  The  total  length  of  the 
River  Kidd  is  about  sixty  miles.  My  next  and 
concluding  article  will  treat  of  the  River  Swale. 


BREEDING  NATURAL  FOOD  ARTI- 
FICIALLY FOR  YOUNG  FISH 
ARTIFICIALLY  HATCHED. 


By  A.  Nelson  Cheney. 

Angling  Editor  of  “ Shooting  and  Fishing.” 

It  is  an  old  maxim  that  Nature’s  methods  are 
the  best  methods  ; also  that  one  cannot  improve 
upon  Nature.  This  may  be  true  in  a degree,  but 
artificial  fish-propagation,  as  practised  by  modern 
scientific  fish-culturists,  refutes  these  statements 
in  part  and  proves  the  fallibility  of  Nature  at 
least  in  one  contest  when  opposed  to  the  skill 
and  fertile  resources  of  man.  When  it  was 
demonstrated  that  nearly  100  per  cent,  of  the 
eggs  of  fishes  of  the  salmon  family  could  be 
successfully  hatched  by  artificial  means,  and  that 
only  2 per  cent,  of  salmon  eggs  deposited  in  a 
natural  manner  were  impregnated,*  it  was  an 
achievement  so  great,  so  gratifying,  and  so  pro- 
ductive of  good  to  all  the  world  that,  figuratively 
speaking,  the  disciples  of  artificial  fish-culture 
rested  from  their  labours  to  view  the  result  and 
listen  to  the  plaudits  of  the  world.  This  was  but 
natural,  fitting,  and  proper,  for  it  was  a grand 
victory ; but  when  the  victors  were  crowned 
some  were  crowned  with  laurel  and  some  with 
poppy,  from  the  soporific  effects  of  which  they 
bave  not  yet  recovered. 

With  the  hatching  of  ninety  per  cent,  of  salmon 
and  trout  eggs  there  was  a return  of  natural 
conditions,  and  the  helpless  fry  were  taken  from 
the  hatching-troughs  and  planted  in  wild  waters 
to  take  their  cbances,  where  their  enemies 
swarmed  to  prey  upon  them  in  their  helpless 
state.  Admittedly  this  was  a great  stride  in 
solving  the  problem  of  restocking  our  exhausted 
waters,  but  there  were  men  who  were  not  satisfied 
with  this  result,  and  were  keen  enough  to  see 
that  other  steps  were  required  to  make  fish- 
propagation  by  artificial  means  a complete 
success.  Something  like  six  years  ago  the  chair- 
man of  this  Congress  said  to  me  : 

“We  are  now  seriously  contemplating  the 
■establishment  of  a station  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  holding  salmon  and  trout  in  ponds  and 
feeding  them  until  they  are  of  such  size  as  to  be 
safe  from  capture  by  the  small  predaceous  fish 
which  swarm  in  some  waters.  I shall  read  a 
paper  before  the  Biological  Society  at  its  next 
meeting,  pointing  out  the  reasons  for  our  failure 
heretofore  in  successfully  stocking  waters  with 
the  fry  of  our  Salmonidae.  Failure  in  such  work, 
barring  a few  exceptional  cases,  has  been  the 
rule,  and  will  be  confessed  by  those  who  are 


* This  is  not  guesswork,  but  the  results  of  the  actual 
count  of  the  eggs  in  a salmon  river  in  Canada,  the 
details  of  which  I gave  in  Forest  and  Stream,  Feb.  18, 
1892. 


honest  enough  to  confess  their  failures  and  wise 
enough  to  learn  from  them.” 

It  requires  courage  of  a superior  order  to 
admit  of  failure  in  any  undertaking,  particularly 
in  a matter  of  this  kind,  that  is  a failure  only  in 
degree.  In  plan*  mg  fish-fry  there  have  been  so 
many  successes  that  it  made  it  more  difficult  to 
convince  the  satisfied  fish-culturist  that  the 
system  was  wrong  and  a failure,  in  that  it  did  not 
accomplish  what  might  be  accomplished  by 
rearing  the  fry  to  a year  or  more  of  age  before 
they  were  turned  into  wild  waters.  The  U.  S. 
Fish  Commission  was  the  first  in  America  to 
recognise  the  fact  that  the  system  of  planting 
helpless  fish  fry  was  wrong,  and  quite  naturally 
was  the  first  to  set  on  foot  experiments  to  dis- 
cover the  remedy. 

Under  date  of  December  4,  1889,  Mr.  Charles 
G.  Atkins,  superintendent  of  the  salmon-hatching 
stations  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission  in  Maine, 
reported  to  the  Commissioner  the  details  of  his 
method  of  rearing  the  larvm  of  certain  flies  as 
food  for  young  Salmonidse,  at  the  Craig  Brook 
station  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission.  This 
report  has  not  been  printed  in  any  of  the  Fish 
Commission  publications,  but  an  abstract  from  it 
was  printed  in  Shooting  and  Fishing,  December 
26,  1889.  I believe  that  Mr.  Atkins  is  the  only 
fish-culturist  in  the  United  States  who  has 
cultivated  the  larvm  of  insects  on  a large  scale 
for  the  purpose  of  feeding  young  fish.  In 
England,  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  of  Guildford,  a 
noted  pisciculturist,  has  cultivated  insects  and 
Crustacea  in  breeding  boxes  and  in  ponds,  as  food 
for  trout  fry,  and  I quote  from  a letter  he  wrote 
me  last  year : 

“My  experience  has  taught  me  that  one 
yearling  fish  is  worth  a hundred  or  a thousand 
fry  for  stocking  purposes.  ...  I got  fewer 
fish  perhaps  (by  feeding  natural  food),  but  I get 
monsters  of  6,  7,  8,  and  9 inches  in  a year,  and 
my  yearlings  fetch  three  times  the  price  of  some 
other  pisciculturists.” 

The  system  of  Messrs.  Lugrin  and  du  Roveray, 
in  France,  of  self-reproducing  food  for  young 
fish,  has  been  practiced  in  Gremaz  since  1884, 
and  is  too  well  known  to  need  more  than  passing 
mention,  as  it  is  not  unlike  the  method  pursued 
by  Andrews,  and  it  has  been  adopted  by 
Muntadas  in  Spain,  and  is  printed  in  detail  in  the 
Bulletin  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission  for  1887, 
and  is  copied  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
American  Fisheries  Society  for  1892.  I do  not 
pretend  to  mention  all  of  the  fish-culturists  at 
home  or  abroad  who  practice  this  rearing  of 
natural  food  for  young  fish,  and  what  I have 
said  has  been  said  briefly,  only  that  I might 
introduce  a new  experimenter  in  this  particular 
field. 

Early  in  the  current  year  I wrote  an  article  for 
the  distinguished  German  fish-culturist,  Max 
von  dem  Borne,  upon  the  “results  of  artificial 
fish-culture  in  the  United  States,”  and  this  being 
translated  and  printed  in  an  Austrian  newspaper, 
was  read  by  Carl  Edler  von  Scbeidlin,  an 
Austrian  engineer,  who  wrote  me  a letter,  from 
which  I make  this  extract : 

“ The  first  and  most  important  question  to  be 
solved  in  the  artificial  culture  of  all  fish  is  as  to 
the  proper  food  for  them  with  reference  to  their 
kind,  stage  of  growth,  and  the  purpose  they  are 
to  serve.  This  question,  so  long  unsolved  by  all 
nations,  I,  by  following  further  on  in  the  line 
of  the  Frenchman,  Lugrin,  have  solved,  and  have 
tested  the  solution  as  good,  cheap,  and  practically 
feasible.” 

Mr.  Yon  Scheidlin  proposed  to  make  over  to 
me  for  use  in  the  United  States  his  method  of 
rearing  natural  fish  food,  which  is  called  “The 
Scheidlin-Rakus  method  of  fish  breeding  and 
feeding,”  and  I entered  into  correspondence  with 
him  to  this  end.  I have  already  received  several 
long  papers  on  the  subject,  but  the  correspon- 
dence has  not  reached  that  stage  where  it  would 
be  proper  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  system, 
but  when  all  the  papers  promised  are  received, 
I shall  turn  them  over  to  the  U.  S.  Fish 
Commission,  and  if  they  prove  to  be  what  I now 
believe  they  will,  the  system  of  Mr.  Yon  Scheid- 
lin will  probably  be  made  known  by  the  Com- 
mission. In  the  meantime,  I quote  from  the 
letters  already  received  : 

“ The  entire  question  of  the  food  of  fish  rests 
upon  two  important  points  : (1)  Upon  the  recog- 
nition of  the  fact  that  their  food  consists  of 


insects,  infusoria,  Crustacea,  worms,  amphibia, 
and  fish,  in  their  various  stages  of  transformation  ; 
and  (2)  upon  the  observation  of  the  fact  in  nature 
that  the  females  of  insects,  amphibia,  and  fish 
deposit  their  spawn  only  in  those  places  in  which 
are  found  suitable  conditions  tor  the  future 
survival  of  the  young ; and  if  the  pisciculturist 
produces  these  conditions  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  animals,  he  can  induce  them  to  deposit 
their  brood  in  definite  places,  and  can  produce 
the  food  for  the  fish  wherever  he  likes,  and  in 
greater  quantities  than  are  produced  in  the 
waters  by  natural  processes.  Fish  food  should 
be  living  and  consist  of  bits  or  pieces  as  large  as 
the  mouth-opening  of  the  fish  to  be  fed. 

“ The  principle  of  rational  feeding  according  to 
Justus  von  Liebig,  Boussingault,  and  Gronven,  is 
briefly  thus  : The  chemical  composition  of  the 
food  should  conform  to  the  chemical  composition 
of  the  body  of  the  animal  to  be  fed — that  is  to  say, 
in  the  case  of  fishes,  being  cold-blooded  animals, 
they  must  receive  food  that  in  turn  consists  of 
cold-blooded  animals — a principle  that  runs 
through  all  nature.  For  example,  you  can  raise 
maggots  easier,  quicker,  and  in  greater  quantities 
upon  the  flesh  of  amphibia  and  fish,  than  upon 
that  of  mammals.  . . One  kilogram  of  food 

composed  of  insects,  amphibia,  or  fish,  is  equal  in 
quantity  to  16  or  18  kilograms  of  the  flesh  of 
mammals. 

“ By  means  of  natural  food  the  fish  fry  grow 
seven  times  faster  than  by  the  food  of  mammal 
flesh.  . . Since  May  of  last  year  [the  letter  is 

dated  in  August,  1893]  I have  been  feeding  carp 
fry  with  artificially-reared  natural  food,  and  the 
fish  which  when  put  into  the  pond  were  1|  centi- 
meters long  (10,000  of  them  to  114  acre3  of  water 
surface)  are  to-day  16  to  18  centimeters  long. 
Those  that  were  18  decigrams  in  weight  are 
now  3£  kilograms,  and  those  that  were  5 deci- 
grams are  now  1 to  1|  kilograms.  . . Of  all 

these  natural  foodstuffs,  2|  to  3 kilograms  produce 
the  same  increase  in  the  fish  fed  as  14  to  20  kilo- 
grams of  the  flesh  of  mammals,  and  it  is  produced 
three-fourths  cheaper  with  the  natural  food. 
. . . Two  years  ago  I produced  within  100 

days  by  means  of  natural  food,  from  carp  fry 
1|  centimeters  long,  carp  of  1|  kilograms  in 
weight.” 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  a portion  of  the  sub- 
stance of  what  has  already  been  quoted  from  these 
papers,  I will  give  one  more  extract : 

“ Not  till  now  do  I see  from  your  letters  that 
you  lay  the  greatest  stress  upon  the  culture  of 
young  fish  up  to  the  first  or  second  year  ; and 
that  is  the  correct  idea,  and  the  one  I hold  to 
myself.  The  food  of  the  brood  after  the  loss  of 
the  umbilical  sac  must  be  living,  not  finely- 
chopped  mammal  flesh,  because,  while  the  fish 
upon  the  latter  diet  may  become  large,  they  will 
not  become  strong.  If  you  cannot  give  them 
living  food,  give  them,  at  any  rate,  finely-chopped 
fibreless  amphibia  or  fish  flesh,  as  this  is  50  per 
cent,  better  than  mammal  flesh ; while  living 
food,  on  the  other  hand,  is  1000  per  cent, 
better. 

“ The  production  of  living  food  for  brood  and 
young  fish  is  the  easiest  and  cheapest,  and  this 
food  can  be  fed  until  the  fish  have  grown  to  15, 
20,  or  30  decigrams,  when  they  must  have  more 
substantial  food,  such  as  earth  worms,  beetles, 
larv;e,  maggots.  . . . This  year  I introduced 

my  method  of  young  fish  feeding  in  two  trout- 
breeding establishments,  as  a test,  in  order  by  the 
result  to  make  a reputation  for  my  method.  Both 
establishments  were  in  the  habit  of  feeding  horse- 
flesh. The  one  fed  50,000,  the  other  80,000  fish- 
fry  ; so  that  in  two  years  they  were  fish  of  1 to 
2 kilograms.  By  my  method  both  establishments 
used  only  one-Reventh  of  the  food  formerly  used, 
and  the  cost  of  food  per  kilogram  was  reduced 
more  than  one-seventh.  One  increased  its  plant 
to  120,000,  the  other  to  200,000.” 

One  of  the  “foodstuffs”  reared  by  Mr.  Yon 
Scheidlin  is  the  larva)  of  flies,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  his  method  is  very  like  that  practised 
by  Mr.  Atkins  already  referred  to.  Mr.  Von 
Scheidlin  tells  me  that,  as  the  result  of  thirty 
years’  experience  and  experiments  in  fish-culture, 
he  is  fixed  in  his  belief  that  to  obtain  the  best 
results  young  fish  must  be  fed  until  they  are  at 
least  one  year  of  age  before  they  are  turned 
out  to  seek  their  own  living,  and  certainly 
thirty  years’  experience  should  count  for  some- 
thing. 


294 


THE  EIS1IING  GAZETTE 


[September  22,  1894 


SERGEANT  BOLTER’S  LUCK. 


In  the  early  days  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I 
attempted  to  describe,  under  the  title  “ Trouble 
No.  7,”  the  singular  capture  of  a fine  trout  in 
water  which,  as  it  turned  out,  was  beyond  my 
boundaries,  and  the  desperate  devices  I had  to 
resort  to  in  order  to  prevent  my  record  trout 
being  bodily  carried  away  by  Major  Jones’s 
keeper. 

Major  Jones’s  preserves  were  situated  in  a good 
trout  stream  in  the  North  of  England,  and  out- 
side the  Major’s  domain  there  was  some  very 
fair  fishing,  but  nothing  to  equal  the  Major’s, 
which  was  carefully  watched.  So  that  when  I,  a 
few  years  after  the  incident  recorded  in  “Trouble 
No.  7,”  passed  Sergeant  Bolter  one  day  as  I was 
walking  out  to  the  Major’s,  and  cried  out  to  him, 
“ Come  along  with  me  and  I’ll  show  you  different 
fishing  to  that,”  the  Sergeant  reeled  up  and  came 
blithely.  The  Sergeant,  I may  explain,  was 
temporarily  located  in  the  neighbourhood  as 
sergeant-instructor  in  musketry  to  the  local 
garrison  of  regulars.  He  had  fished  pretty 
well  all  over  the  British  Empire,  was  a 
first-rate  hand  with  the  minnow,  and  a good 
fellow.  I had  met  with  him  angling  in  some 
hard-fished  free  water,  so  that  the  Major’s  was  a 
pleasing  change,  and  the  water  being  in  good 
order  for  minnow,  we  did  very  well  that  day. 
The  Sergeant  was  on  very  good  terms  with 
himself  as  we  walked  the  half  dozen  miles  home, 
and  I was  somewhat  taken  aback  as  he  observed 
with  a chuckle,  “ I shall  go  there  again  some 
day,”  indicating  the  Major’s  with  a jerk  of  the 
thumb  over  his  shoulder. 

“ But,  my  dear  fellow,”  I said,  “ I can’t  lend  you 
my  leave  to  go  alone,  although  it  says  that  I may 
take  one  companion  if  desired.  You  will  write 
for  leave,  of  course  ? ” 

“ Oh,  I shall  go  without  leave,”  responded  the 
Sergeant  cheerfully. 

Well,  he  did  ; as  he  expressed  it,  he  “ chanced 
it  ” frequently.  I spoke  to  him  pretty  plainly, 
but  he  reminded  me  that  I was  not  responsible 
for  his  poaching,  and  he  was  prepared  to  take  his 
chance.  As  it  happened  it  was  fine  summer 
weather,  and  Major  Jones’s  old  keeper  contented 
himself  with  watching  the  water  by  night,  never 
dreaming  anyone  would  be  angling  during  the 
day,  so  that  on  several  occasions  the  Sergeant 
filled  his  bag  with  fine  trout  caught  with  the  worm 
on  the  Stewart.  However,  that  was  too  good  to 
last,  and  one  day  old  Bob  the  keeper  came  upon 
Sergeant  and  a colloquy  ensued.  It  was  rather  a 
one-sided  colloquy  at  first,  being  indeed  a 
monologue  of  old  Bob’s  part,  composed  of  such 
sentences  as  “ Good  day,  sir,”  “ Having  any  sport, 
sir  ? ” to  all  of  which  the  Sergeant  paid  no  heed. 
The  keeper,  losing  temper,  raised  his  voice,  and 
Bolter  affecting  to  notice  him  for  the  first  time, 
ejaculated  “Eh?”  “Have  you  got  leave?” 
shouted  Bob.  “ What  ? ” asked  the  Sergeant 
putting  his  curved  hand  round  his  ear.  “ Have 
— you — got — a — ticket?”  roared  the  watcher. 
“Oh!”  answered  the  Sergeant;  “yes,  third, 
class  return,”  and  he  produced  half  a railway 
ticket.  “ But  that  doesn’t  give  you  leave  to  fish 
here  ? ” said  Bob.  “ Eh  ? ” “ That’s  o’  no  use 

here,”  shouted  Bob.  “ What  ? ” asked  Bolter, 
again  making  an  ear  trumpet  of  his  right  hand. 
What’s  your  name  ? ” yelled  the  watcher. 

The  upshot  of  the  conversation  was  that  the 
keeper  went  up  to  the  house  and  saw  the  Major, 
to  whom  he  reported  that  there  was  a madman 
fishing  the  stream,  “ and  catching  of  ’em  pretty 
fast,”  he  added.  “ The  deuce  he  is,”  exclaimed 
the  Major  irrascibly  ; “ who  is  he  ? ” “ Nay,  I don’t 
know,”  replied  the  keeper;  he  says  his  name’s 
Norval,  and  his  father  feeds  his  sheep  on  our 
muck-midden — anyways,  he  pointed  to  our  muck- 
midden.  I don’t  think  he’s  all  there,  but,  by  Jove ! 
he  is  a-hookin’  of  ’em.” 

Seizing  his  hat  and  stick,  the  Major  hurried  to 
the  spot  indicated  by  the  keeper,  and  found  the 
culprit  wading  up  the  middle  of  the  stream. 
Approaching  as  near  as  he  could  on  the  bank,  the 
Major  roared:  “Hello!  who  are  you?”  Bolter 
reeled  up,  and,  with  a good-humoured  chuckle, 
waded  towards  the  Major,  remarking  : “ You 
remind  me  of  a curious  incident,  sir.  You 
remember  that  action  by  the  Post  Office  against 
the  telephone  people,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
a little  while  ago  ? Well,  there  was  a heap  of 
apparatus  in  court,  undone  day  the  judge,  by  way 


of  experiment,  rang  somebody  up,  and  shouted 
into  the  instrument,  ‘ Hello  ! who  are  you  ? ’ And 
the  answer  came  back,  clear  enough  to  be  heard 
all  over  tho  court : ‘ Well,  if  it  comes  to  that,  who 
the  deuce  are  you  ? ’ ” 

The  Major  was  hot-headed,  but  he  had  a lively 
sense  of  humour,  and  there  was  something  in  the 
soldierly  audacity  of  the  Sergeant  that  somehow 
got  on  the  right  side  of  him  ; and  presently  the 
pair  of  them  were  sitting  on  the  bank  laughing 
one  against  the  other,  and  in  point  of  fact  they 
got  off  laughing  so  that  they  couldn’t  stop.  It 
was  ever  so  long  after  that  the  Major,  wiping 
his  eyes  with  a big  handkerchief,  said  in  a weak 
voice,  “ You  infernal  rascal ; you’ll  be  the  death 
of  me,”  and  it  was  some  minutes  more  before  he 
got  over  it  and  observed,  “ I knew  a man  when 
I was  serving  in  Canada  who  was  set  off 
laughing  in  that  way,  and  went  into  a fit,  and 
was  laid  up  for  three  months.  Please  don’t  do 
that  again.”  The  mention  of  Canada  set  the 
two  old  soldiers  off  telling  campaigning  stories, 
and  the  final  result  was,  that  when  I next  saw  the 
Sergeant  he  handed  me  a slip  of  paper  bearing 
the  words  in  pencil,  “ Sergeant  Bolter  is  at 
liberty  to  fish  in  my  preserves  as  much  as  he 
likes. — Hector  Jones.” 

“ Humph  ! ” growled  I ; “ that  comes  of  being 
an  impudent  poacher.  I,  who  hate  poaching, 
have  the  hardest  work  to  get  a day  or  two  from 
the  old  beggar.  But  such  is  life.”  Greta. 


EEL  FISHING. 

I aw  asked  to  write  on  the  subject  of  eel 
fishing,  and  am  pleased  to  comply  with  the 
request.  There  is  not  the  slightest  comparison 
between  a pond  and  a river  eel,  so  far  as  looks  and 
edible  qualities  are  concerned — in  fact,  an  eel 
taken  from  such  rivers  as  the  Wharfe  and  Yore 
is  meat  fit  for  a king.  The  ancients  appear  to 
have  entertained  some  very  curious  views  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  eel.  Helmont  gives  the 
following  recipe  for  obtaining  young  eels  : — 
“ Cut  up  two  turfs  covered  with  May  dew,  and 
lay  one  upon  the  other,  the  grassy  side  inwards, 
and  thus  expose  them  to  the  heat  of  the  sun.  In 
a few  hours  there  will  spring  from  them  an 
infinite  quantity  of  eels.”  Chopped  horse-hair, 
thrown  into  the  water,  was  deemed  a certain 
method  of  obtaining  eels.  This  ridiculous  idea 
prevails  even  to  the  present  day  among  the  un- 
educated classes  in  the  Midland  counties.  The 
Rev.  W.  Houghton,  in  his  work  on  “ Freshwater 
Fishes,”  writes  as  follows  on  this  subject : — “ The 
opinion  that  eels  are  viviparous,  though  quite 
free  from  the  absurb  ideas  commonly  in  vogue,  is 
unquestionably  erroneous.”  It  is  not  a little 
remarkable  that  the  anatomy  of  the  fish  should 
not  have  been  earlier  ascertained.  “Who  can 
say,”  writes  Dr.  Badham,  as  late  as  1854,  “ that 
they  have  taken  a female  in  roe,  or  tasted  a 
male’s  milt  ? ” If  you  ask  a fishmonger 
whether  he  has  ever  seen  the  spawn  of  an 
eel,  he  will  think  you  are  joking  with  him,  and 
will  probably  consider  eel’s  spawn  to  be  nearly 
analogous  to  “a  mare’s  nest”  or  “pigeon’s  milk.” 
But  although  the  oviparous  nature  of  the  eel  is 
established  beyond  all  doubt,  and  the  anatomy  of 
the  fish  clearly  ascertained,  still  we  have  by  no 
means  all  the  information  we  require  on  the 
general  question.  That  eels  descend  rivers  to 
the  sea  for  the  sake  of  depositing  their  spawn  in 
the  brackish  waters  of  estuaries,  where  the 
increased  temperature  of  the  water  is  favourable 
to  their  habits,  has  been  long  known,  Aristotle 
alludes  to  the  fact,  and  divers  observers  in 
modern  times  have  recorded  it.  But  do  these 
eels  ever  ascend  those  rivers  again,  or  do  they 
remain  in  the  sea  and  estuaries  ? At  what  season 
of  the  year  are  the  eggs  deposited  ? Is  it 
necessary  that  eels  should  descend  to  the  sea  for 
spawning,  or  do  they  propagate  their  species  in 
ponds  and  fresh  water  ? Naturally,  my  readers 
will  inquire,  how  can  pond  eels  descend  to  the 
sea?  Well,  there  is  a theory  to  dispose  of  that 
difficulty  even,  for  they  say  that  they  leave  the 
water  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  travel 
through  the  wet  grass  to  the  nearest  river,  and 
so  down  to  the  sea.  So  much  for  the  natural 
history  of  the  eel. 

Now  about  catching  him.  Of  course  the  ordi- 
nary method  of  fishing  for  eels  is  with  the  old- 
fashioned  night  line,  but  that  can  no  more  be 
designated  sport  than  trimmering  for  pike.  I 


like  myself  to  fish  for  them  with  rod  and  line  on 
hot  days  during  July  and  August,  when  no  other 
fish  will  look  at  you,  then  it  is  the  dolce  far  niente 
of  sport.  Select  a nice  shady  nook  under  the 
trees,  with  a sandy  or  gravelly  hole  at  your  feet, 
and  fish  on  the  bottom  with  a lively  dew  worm. 
Tho  tackle  should  consist  of  a yard  of  good  strong 
gut,  with  a No.  7 or  8 Limerick  bend  hook  at  the 
end,  a small  cork  float — I always  employ  one 
myself,  although  1 know  many  good  anglers  who 
use  no  float  at  all,  and  merely  watch  the  move- 
ment of  the  line.  As  soon  as  the  eel  is  on  the' 
bank  place  your  foot  on  him,  aDd  then  with  a 
sharp  knife  cut  him  from  the  mouth  downward 
until  you  arrive  at  the  hook ; next  cut  the  skin 
round  the  neck  and  then  down  the  belly.  Then 
all  the  entrails  can  be  removed,  and  the  skin  can 
be  taken  off  as  easily  as  a glove.  Mr.  Henry 
Bradshaw,  of  Bramley,  first  showed  me  this 
dodge,  and  it  was  shown  to  him  by  an  old  Norfolk 
or  Lincolnshire  professional  to  whom  time  was 
money.  The  readiest  method  of  catching  eels  in 
large  quantities  is  by  means  of  wicker  traps. 
Enormous  quantities  of  eels  on  the  Hampshire 
streams  are  taken  by  this  means.  The  other  best 
method  of  eel  fishing  is  “ sniggling,”  and  Mr. 
Francis’s  book  gives  such  an  excellent  description 
of  it  that  I cannot  do  better  than  quote  his  own 
words : “ Sniggling  is  a most  amusing  method,  of 
catching  eels.  The  tackle  required  for  sniggling 
is  simply  some  half-dozen  yards  of  water-cord, 
with  a large  darning  needle  lashed  on  crosswise 
by  the  middle,  at  one  end  of  the  line.  This,  of 
course,  is  easily  carried  in  the  creel,  and  when 
the  trout  will  not  rise,  and  the  angler  is  at  a loss 
for  amusement  (if  the  river  presents  facilities  for 
it),  he  may  kill  half  a dozen  pounds  of  eels  or 
more  easily,  and  so  amend  his  feed  without  wasting 
his  time.  He  must  cut  a sniggling  stick  or  rod 
some  eight  or  ten  feet  long,  or  even  larger,  with 
a curved  or  bent  top — a hazel,  alder,  or  ash  will 
do.  Taking  then  a lob-worm,  he  must  thrust  the 
needle  into  it  until  it  is  hidden  within  ; next  stick 
the  point  of  the  needle  lightly  into  the  end  of  the 
stick,  and,  holding  one  end  of  the  string  in  the 
left  hand  and  the  stick  in  the  right,  the  angler 
must  ‘ prospect  ’ and  look  out  for  some  hole  in  the 
bank,  under  a stone  or  by  the  side  of  lock 
walls,  &c.,  which  may  be  likely  to  hold  an  eel 
and  directing  the  worm  at  the  point  of  the 
stick  towards  the  hole,  it  should  be  thrust  as  far 
as  practicable  into  it.  If  an  eel  is  there  it  will 
immediately  seize  it  and  pull  it  from  the  stick. 
When  the  angler  feels  the  tug,  he  should  draw 
the  stick  gently  away  from  the  spot,  and  give  the 
eel  time  to  swallow  the  worm.  When  he.  has 
reason  to  think  it  has  done  so,  he  must  give  a 
slight  pull,  and  the  needle,  which  has  gone  inside 
the  eel  straight,  will  turn  across  his  gullet  and 
hook  him  safely.  The  eel  will  refuse  to  quit  his 
hole  very  likely,  and,  turning  his  tail  about  in  his 
sinuosities,  will  firmly  resist  all  efforts  to  with- 
draw him  ; but  the  angler  has  only  to  be  patient 
and  keep  up  a steady  strain  on  the  string,  and  he 
will  in  time  tire  the  eel  out,  and  it  will  come  out 
of  its  hole  and  be  easily  captured.  Eels  of  21b. 
and  31b.  weight  are  often  thus  taken.” — Halcyon 
in  Leeds  Mercury. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 


Bridge  given  below 

✓30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  „ 

,,  Putney.  \ 75 

,,  „ Richmond. 

A.dd]45  „ 

,,  Hammer-  Add] 80 

„ ,,  Twicken- 

(50 „ 

smith.  / 

,,  Barnes.  '85 

ham. 

,,  ,,  Teddington 

o’clock  at  London 

Example : 

: — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 

Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3,25  or  85 

minutes  later. 


N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time 

or  High  Water  at 

London 

Bridge. 

Morning 

Evening. 

Saturday, 

Sept.  22  

5.59  .... 

6.25 

Sunday, 

„ 23  

6.52  .... 

7.27 

Monday, 

„ 24  

8.11  .... 

9.  2 

Tuesday, 

„ 25  

9.56  .... 

10.46 

Wednesday,  ,,  26  

11.27  .... 

Thursday, 

„ 27  

0.  3 .... 

0.30 

Friday, 

„ 28  

0.55  .... 

1.17 

High  Water  at  Amberley 

and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday, 

Sept.  22  

6.39  .... 

7.  5 

Sunday, 

„ 23  

7.32  .... 

8.  7 

Monday, 

24  

8.51  .... 

9.42 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  anglers 
of  late  have  been  doing  very  little  in  the  way  of  sport, 
and  in  the  districts  above  Walton  my  correspondents 
have  had  absolutely  nothing  to  report,  except  from 
Chertsey,  and  there,  as  the  results  will  show,  the  fishing 
has  been  very  bad.  The  water  is  very  low  and  bright, 
and  until  there  is  a change  in  the  weather  there  will  be 
no  improvement  in  the  character  of  sport.  I imagine 
from  the  great  quantity  of  barbel  which  have  been 
taken  in  some  portions  of  the  Thames — and  I have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  returns — there  are 
a great  number  of  small  barbel,  as  in  several  instances 
they  have  been  nearly  all  put  back  again.  My 
friend  Mr.  Gomm,  of  Brentford,  who  was  credited 
with  getting  over  sixty  barbel,  assured  me  of 
the  correctness  of  the  report,  and  stated  there 
was  not  one  really  good  fish  in  the  lot.  Then, 
again,  Mr.  Bolt,  of  Snnbnry,  who  has  been  credited 
with  some  good  takes,  the  total  being  for  a week’s 
fishing,  has  been  putting  some  of  his  fish  back 
again,  and  Sunbury  has  always  been  noted  for  bream 
and  barbel.  As  in  most  cases,  after  being  returned, 
the  same  swim  was  continued  to  be  fished,  and  those 
caught  the  day  or  so  before,  as  they  are  a great  hungry 
fish  when  they  are  on,  in  all  probability  were  taken  a 
second  or  third  time.  I remember  “ Ephemera  ” de- 
scribing the  barbel  as  “ the  Launcelot  Gobbo  of  the 
subaqueous  cellars  and  pantries.”  There  can  be  no 
doubt  the  river  below  Staines,  to  which  place  my  con- 
tributions extend,  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the 
additions  which  have  been  constantly  added  to  it  during 
the  last  few  years  have  been  very  valuable,  and  with 
the  appliances  of  the  T.  A.P.S.  in  the  way  of  nets  and 
labour,  there  is  only  wanting  the  opportunity  to  net  and 
the  work  will  be  done.  There  are  several  cases  now  on 
hand  for  illegal  fishing  which  shows  the  river  is  under 
thorough  protection. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter, during  the  week, 
eight  dozen  of  roach,  one  brace  of  perch,  one  brace  of 
jack,  three  and  a half  dozen  of  gudgeon,  and  a couple 
of  barbel.  L.  Hackett,  seven  dozen  of  roach,  three 
brace  of  perch,  two  bream,  and  one  chub.  The  water  is 
low  and  bright,  and  the  little  that  was  done  the  previous 
week  was  not  worth  reporting. — B. 

■  (Hampton). — Some  nice  barbel  have  been 

taken  here  during  the  week,  the  largest  71b.- — B. 

— (Kingston), — John  Knight,  in  four  days,  six 

dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  ten  jack,  and  fourteen  dozen 
of'  gudgeon.  Since  then  he  has  taken  a fine  barbel  of 
9£lb.  opposite  the  Sun  Hotel.  N.  Bolton,  in  the  week, 
fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  eight  brace  of  perch, 
nine  jack,  six  bream,  and  ten  dozen  of  gudgeon.  J. 
Johnson,  eighteen  bream,  twelve  dozen  roach  and  dace, 
thirteen  barbel,  two  perch,  and  a few  gudgeon.  It  was 
a bad  day  for  the  Caxtonian  Competition.  I was  there 
to  see  the  start  last  Thursday  week,  and  the  prospect  of 
sport  was  very  discouraging. — B. 

■  (Lechlade — Cricklade.)— The  Thames  here- 

abouts is  now  in  grand  ply  for  angling,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  John’s  Bridge  and  the  “ Round- 
house.” This  preserved  length  of  water  is  absolutely 
free  from  weeds,  and  the  angler  can  pursue  his  sport 
with  comfort.  I paid  a visit  to  this  water  last  week  with 
Colonel  Keller,  when  we  had  some  nice  sport  with  the 
roach,  chub,  and  jack.  The  second  visit  of  the  Colonel 
resulted  in  a take  of  eight  dozen  fine  roach,  some  chub, 
and  a jack  or  two.  The  Colonel’s  grass-green  gossamer 
gut  is  some  of  the  finest  and  strongest  I ever  saw,  and 
he  uses  a light  8oz.  fly-rod  from  the  punt. — Rambler. 

(Marlow). — Little  has  been  taken  here  owing 

to  the  fact  that  so  few  have  been  here  to  fish.  A 
jack  521b.  is  credited  to  a local  angler.  Roach  are  on. 
— C.  L.  Mathews. 

(Reading), — Water  still  bright  and  low  and 

sport  continues  dull.  Mr.  Long  caught  I41b.  of  perch 
on  Sept.  16,  and  although  a few  varied  baskets  have 
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been  secured  by  other  members  of  Waltonians,  they  have 
been  but  of  slight  aocount.  Reading  Waltonians  in- 
dulged in  another  peg-down  roach  competition  on 
Wednesday  in  Mapledurbam  Reach.  Twelve  took  part, 
and  the  prize  winners  were  Collins,  first;  Snell,  second  ; 
Lovegrove.  third.  The  oatches  were  meagre. 

(Richmond).  — Job  Brain  and  H.  Mansell 

report  that  they  have  only  been  getting  a few  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

(Shepperton). — George  Rosowell  reports  that 

he  has  only  been  out  one  day  with  R.  Smith,  and  caught 
two  dozen  of  roach,  five  bream,  and  one  barbel. — B. 

(Snnbnry).  — Alfred  Stroud,  one  day,  six 

barbel  and  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Bolt, 
during  the  week,  with  E.  Clark,  jun.,  thirty-two  bream, 
eighteen  barbel,  some  very  fine  roach  and  dace,  and  two 
perch  ; Herbert,  in  one  day,  three  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  and  five  dozen  of  gudgeon. — B. 

(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day,  with 

Mrs.  Shaw,  in  two  hours,  four  dozen  of  dace  ; another 
day,  with  Mrs.  Murphy,  six  dozen  of  fine  dace  and  three 
barbel ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Newberry,  seven  dozen  of 
dace  and  three  barbel ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Doherty, 
in  two  and  a half  hours,  three  dozen  of  dace  and  two 
dozen  of  gudgeon ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Tralen,  six 
dozen  of  dace  and  two  barbel ; and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Port  and  Mr.  Cole,  eight  dozen  of  fine  roach  and 
dace  and  two  barbel. — B. 

(Twickenham). — John  Spong,  in  the  week, 

751b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  H.  Spiers  801b.  of  roach  and 
dace  and  two  bream  ; S.  Cole,  in  two  days,  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; J.  Frost,  in  two  and  a half  days, 
thirteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Dunn,  in  four  days, 
401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three  barbel,  and  two  perch,  the 
largest  perch  ljlb.  ; J.  Coxen,  jun.,  in  three  days, 
eighteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; C.  Browne,  in  three 
and  a half  days,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Coxen,  sen., 
in  three  half  days,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
T.  Auger,  in  the  same  time,  301b.  roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Windsor). — Water  in  a low  and  stagnant  state, 

with  any  amount  of  weed  to  impede  angling  operations. 
A few  small  jack  and  barbel  have  been  taken,  also  small 
bags  of  dace  and  roach,  but,  due  to  a north-east  wind, 
bags  have  been  miserably  poor,  Mr.  Howlett,  of  Eton, 
having  about  the  best  I know  of,  comprising  four  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  and  a perch  of  just  over  11b.,  which 
he  returned.  A specimen  of  that  rare  fish  in  the 
Thames,  the  tench,  weighing  lib.  14oz.,  was  caught 
by  Mr.  C.  J.  Wallis,  of  Eton,  and  I had  the  plea- 
sure of  supping  off  this,  to  my  mind,  best  fish  in 
the  Thames  after  the  eel,  which  is  not  classified 
as  a fish  in  the  Thames  bye-laws,  no  mention  of  it  being 
made.  Rain  would  improve  water  now. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholine  District. — The  wind  has  stood  steadily 
in  the  north-east  for  some  days  past,  so  that  sport  has 
deteriorated  considerably,  and  takes  have  been  very 
small.  Fine  warm  rain  is  needed  to  put  a little  more 
colour  into  the  water.  Fish  would  then  feed  better. 
Some  very  fine  roach  have  been  seen  in  shoals.  The 
only  catch  worth  mentioning  was  one  of  forty  perch  at 
Croxby  Lake.  No  carp  have  been  taken  there  this 
season.  Trout  fishing  ends  with  the  month.  Very  few 
licences  have  been  supplied  since  the  neighbourhood 
was  added  to  the  Trent  Fishery  district. — T.  F. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Windrush  (Gloucestershire). 

- — Things  have  been  very  quiet  lately  amongst  trout 
fishers  on  these  streams,  only  an  occasional  rod  being 
seen  out,  and  but  little  sport  to  record.  The  Pale 
Autumn  Duns,  Olive  Duns,  and  Gnats  continue  to  hatch 
out  in  good  numbers  about  noon,  and  about  four  o’clock 
the  trout  rise  well.  It  will  be  a good  thing  when 
Sept.  29  brings  the  trout  season  to  a close,  for  the  fish 
are  getting  out  of  condition. — Pan. 

Conway  (Llanwrst).— The  largest  fish  taken  yet 
was  caught  on  the  17th  inst.  between  Llanwrst  and 
Bettws-y-Coed  by  Dr.  Kelman,  of  Manchester,  weighing 
141b.,  with  a medium-sized  rod.  It  was  drowned  in  less 
than  ten  minutes.  Water  very  low,  all  hoping  for  rain. 
Weather  rather  dull,  and  no  breeze  hardly. — D.  C.  G. 

Cornish  Streams. — Sport  has  not  reached  a lower 
ebb  for  the  season  than  it  has  during  the  past  week. 
Waters  are  low,  and,  except  where  there  is  pollution,  very 
clear.  Peel  and  salmon  are  not  running,  although  with 
the  recent  spring  tide  some  “schoolers”  were  ex- 
pected. The  Camel  Conservators  are  apparently  unable 
to  discover  the  poachers  who  have  lately  been  making 
big  hauls  of  peal  with  the  net.  These  fish  are  openly 
hawked  round  Bodmin. — Bodmin. 

Derwent,  Malton  (Yorks). — The  water  is  in  first- 
rate  order  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  there  has  been 
good  sport  with  jack  during  the  past  week.  They  run 
rather  small,  up  to  about  3)lb. — H. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 
No  sport  worth  recording  during  the  past  week.  A few 
salmon  have  been  taken  by  the  netsmen  below  the  weirs. 

Eden. — The  river  is  low  and  unfit  for  day  fishing. 
The  night  fishers  are  doing  fairly  well  with  whiting.  At 
Cargo  Mr.  John  Waters  has  had  good  baskets  of  whiting. 
The  salmon  are  congregating  in  good  number  in  the  lower 
pools,  and  it  only  requires  a good  downpour  to  make 
them  take  the  river  and  set  the  autumn  salmon  fishery 
in  full  swing.  A project  i3  on  foot  to  get  up  a prize 
competition  for  salmon  angling,  to  take  place  some  time 
in  October. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  only  sport  anglers  are  having 
just  now  is  with  the  horlings  at  night,  favoured  by  the 
moon  ; but,  though  these  dainty  fish  are  fairly  numerous, 
they  are  not  taking  very  well.  The  average  basket  does 
not  exceed  a dozen,  yet  some  anglers  have  had  really 
good  takes,  notably,  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  with  forty,  and 
Mr.  Mills  twenty-one.  On  Thursday  evening  Mr.  James 
Matthews,  fishing  at  Caldew  Foot  with  a trout  rod, 
hooked  and  landed  a 91b.  grilse.  Now  that  the  nets  are 
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all  out,  we  only  want  a good  spate  to  bring  on  the 
salmon  fishing.  Anglers  are  anxiously  waiting  to  see 
whether  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  will  at  their  next 
meeting  pass  the  new  bye-iaws  as  suggested  at  the  late 
conference  at  Dumfries. — Silver  Grey. 

Elstree  Reservoir  (Herts;. — The  water  a good 
colour,  rather  low,  but  good  prospect  for  tench  and  jack. 
There  has  been  good  sport  the  last  week  ; good  catches 
of  jack,  and  tench  are  well  on  the  feed.  A good  eel 
caught  last  Sunday. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Though  the  river  has  been  some- 
what low  during  the  week,  some  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  by  anglers.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon  and 
salmon  trout  in  the  river,  and  a good  flood  would  render 
sport  first  class.  Among  the  recent  catches  are  : Mr. 
Wm.  Dyson  (York),  three  salmon  trout,  two  weighing 
81b.  each,  and  the  other  5£lb.  ; Mr.  R.  Linton,  two  of 
51b.  each ; Mr.  John  Dickson,  one  of  13|lb. ; Mr.  J.  P. 
Wallace,  five  salmon  trout,  two  weighing  61b.  each,  two 
of  41b.  each,  and  one  of  51b.  ; Mr.  F.  M.  Lucy,  one  of 
71b.  ; Mr.  E.  M.  Nicholls,  one  of  31b.  ; Mr.  G.  Berryman, 
one  of  51b. ; Mr.  Lester  Sutcliffe,  one  of  71b.  ; Mr.  T. 
Bennison,  one  of  21b.  ; Mr.  C.  Rhodes,  two,  of  31b.  and 
211b.  ; Mr.  Baker,  three,  of  61b.,  4)lb.,  and3lb. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Fair  sport  is  being 
enjoyed  among  the  perch  and  roach  in  the  canal,  and 
some  fine  bags  of  the  latter  have  been  had  from  the  old 
Exwick  roach  swim  by  St.  David’s  Station.  Mr.  Wm. 
Graf  scored  a carp  of  31b.  from  the  canal  on  Wednesday 
last,  and  one  of  6Jlb.  was  taken  in  a private  pond,  as 
well  as  pike  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  141b.  each.  Some  good 
roach  were  also  had  from  the  same  water,  the  best  fish 
going  1 Jib.  and  21b.,  and  21b.  3oz.  Weather  and  water 
both  are  now  just  tit  for  wielders  of  the  roach  pole,  and 
creed  wheat  will  be  found  the  most  killing  bait. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Although 
there  has  been  no  rain  worth  mention  for  some  time  the 
drains  and  waters  generally  are  in  good  angling  trim  ; 
with  worms  and  creed  wheat  sportsmen  have  been 
rewarded  with  baskets  of  good  roach,  perch,  and  tench, 
though  nothing  very  noteworthy.  Best  sport  has  been  on 
baited  swims.  Spalding  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
on  their  waters,  and  visitors  have  patronised  the  free 
part  of  the  Glen.  The  Welland  is  also  in  good  trim. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  — Notwithstanding  the  fine 
weather  anglers  have  not  been  very  ardent  up  to  now. 
A few  local  and  visiting  enthusiasts  have  been  on  the 
lower  waters  after  the  smaller  fish,  and  some  have  tried 
for  pike.  Catches  of  roach  have  been  fair,  so  also  of 
dace.  Nothing  particular  has  been  done  on  the  upper 
waters,  and  I regret  to  hear  some  of  these  have  been 
recently  poisoned. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  North  Wales  (via  Oswestry).— 

Anglers  have  been  very  pleased  with  their  sport  this 
week.  Saturday,  15th,  Messrs.  H.  and  S.  Mappin, 
twelve  fish,  91b.  8oz. ; Messrs.  Mappin  and  Hobson, 
four,  31b.  4oz.  Monday,  13th,  Mr.  Short  took  nineteen 
lovely  trout  weighing  i51b.  and  Messrs.  Thomson  seven, 
51b.  8oz.,  all  taken  with  the  fly  in  a few  hours.  Tuesday, 
18th,  Mrs.  Emmott,  in  half  an  hour,  two,  lib.  8oz. ; 
Messrs.  Thomson  seven,  51b.  Wednesday,  19th,  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Hayhurst  France  seven,  51b. _ 8oz.,  Mrs. 
Emmott,  Miss  Oram,  and  Mr.  Moss,  all  in  one  boat, 
took  ten  fish,  81b.  8oz.,  Messrs.  Thomson  four,  31b. 
Dr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  W.  Travers  Wire  had  good  sport, 
taking  twelve  splendid  fish,  91b.  8oz. — Long  Drift. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  water  is  now  getting  a little 
bright,  and  would  be  improved  by  a good  flood,  still  it 
is  in  very  fair  condition.  On  the  lflfch  at  Dobbs’s  Weir 
(Fish  and  Eels),  Mr.  James  Hook  landed  a trout  of 
51b.  15oz.  During  the  previous  few  days  a bream 
weighing  41b.  14oz.  was  landed.  The  competition  at 
Waltham  Abbey  was  not  brought  to  a conclusion,  and 
the  four  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  Sept.  23,  by 
which  time  some  of  the  weeds  will  have  been  cut.  At 
the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  the  fish  have  been  very 
uncertain  in  their  feeding,  but  on  one  day  during  the 
past  week  81b.  or  91b.  of  good  roach  were  taken. 

Lea  (Waltham  Abbey).— Mr.  F.  Chapman  had  a 
few  roach  on  Monday,  and  Messrs.  Saville,  Jackson, 
Brown,  Lapwood,  Edwards,  and  Simmons  have  had  fair 
takes  during  the  week.  Out  of  twenty-two  competitors, 
not  one  had  a sizeable  fish  on  Sunday  in  Mr.  Avis  s 
competition,  so  the  four  prizes  will  be  fished  for  ou 
Sunday  next,  Sept.  23.  Sixty  swims  will  be  pegged  out, 
and  the  Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Old  Ford,  having 
a match  on  the  same  day,  they  will  take  up  the  first 
twenty-four  swims.  Mr.  Avis  informs  me  that,  should 
all  the  stations  be  occupied,  he  will  offer  other  added 
prizes.  I should  advise  anglers  to  use  caddis  bait  if 
it  is  to  be  obtained. — Clearwater. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  running  very 
clear  and  low,  and  the  weeds  are  still  troublesome.  An 
extraordinarily  large  number  of  fish  are  to  be  seen, 
although  skill  and  tact  are  requisite  in  making  large 
captures.  During  the  week  a north-east  wind  has 
prevailed,  which  has  been  decidedly  against  sport.  Many 
visitors  who  have  patronised  the  Ram  Hotel  have  had 
little  to  complain  of,  for  some  good  “shows”  are 
recorded.  Messrs.  Anderton,  Riley,  Crea.sy,  Maybury, 
&c.,  have  had  excellent  sport,  while  a certain  well-known 
journalist  (who  has  fished  and  shot  all  over  the  world 
among  “big  game”)  has  “ left  his  mark  ” on  Brandon. 
A few  frosty  nights  and  a downpour  of  rain  would 
materially  improve  matters.  Boiled  wheat  is  just  now 
a most  killing  bait. — I.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear,  but  are  getting  low  ; they  are 
in  capital  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  dull,  and  cold  at  nights,  and  greyling  have  moved 
better.  A fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  and  have 
used  the  fly  with  success,  good  dishes  being  landed. 
Grasshopper  fishing  has  been  good,  and  fine  grayling 
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have  born  landed.  Tho  Pinsley  is  now  in  order,  and 
good  sport  should  be  bud  in  it  with  tbo  fly. — CiwvNNis, 
Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingulandj. — 
Kivers  uro  in  splendid  ordor ; woatber  variable,  like- 
wise sport.,  but  tho  latlor  is  'inproving  daily.  All  tbo 
autumn  flies  out;  best  Mid  Blue,  lied  Tug,  und  Green 
Insect,  lor  ehungo,  Palo  September  Bun,  Whirling, 
Female  Willow,  Little  Autumn  Hare’s  Far,  and  Late 
Brown.  Good  sport  with  grasshopper  (sink  and  draw) 
and  prospects  for  coining  week  all  that  could  bo 
dosirod.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Present  state  of  river  is 
rather  uncertain,  owing  to  tho  drawing  off  tho  waters 
of  tho  upper  portion.  Only  a few  catches  of  roach 
and  bream  to  hand  with  a small  jack  or  two.  Owing  to 
an  influx  of  sewago  a largo  quantity  of  roach  have  been 
killed  below  the  town.  Baits  have  been  gentles,  wheat 
and  lobs. — R.  F.  W. 

Ouse  (Denver). — Splendid  seasonable  weather,  and 
water  in  capital  condition  ought  to  find  us  here  with 
anglers  galore,  but  such  is  not  the  caso  ; still,  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  some  very  good  sport  is  to  be 
recorded  by  those  attempting.  Several  good  bream  have 
been  taken  from  the  Hundred  Foot  river,  and  jack  are 
on  the  prowl  in  tho  Ten  Mile,  several  being  taken  on 
Wednesday  in  a little  time  by  a local ; and,  bar  the  un- 
forseen,  all  points  to  some  excellent  autumnal  fishing. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton). — The  water  is  all  that  can  be 
desired,  but  the  fish  are  not  feeding  well.  Br.  Van 
Biegir  has  done  better  than  most  of  our  anglers.  He 
killed  six  good  chub  during  tho  last  week  and  some 
jack,  and  on  Monday  last  caught  some  nice  bream.  I am 
afraid  we  shall  not  have  much  spoit  until  the  wind 
changes.  The  weeds  are  dying  fast,  and  jack  appear 
plentiful ; good  prospect  for  the  latter. — W.  Bucker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  condition  of  the  water 
has  not  much  improved,  but  reach  have  been  feeding 
a little  better,  but  not  so  well  as  might  be  expected. 
Some  fair  sized  bream  were  taken  in  early  morn  by  one 
local  fishing  in  a torn nament  on  the  10th,  thus  winning 
the  first  prize;  but  second  and  third  were  scarcely 
worth  recording.  Twelve  entered,  and  I think  all  fished, 
so  sport  wig,  not  at  all  good.  A change  of  colour  in  the 
water  would  do  good. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).  — Lovely  autumnal  weather 
prevails,  but  sport  is  at  a low  ebb.  Mr.  Robert  Markham 
took  a brace  of  nice  chub  a few  days  ago,  and  here  and 
there  an  odd  catch  of  roach  is  reported  at  the  various 
stations  along  the  river.  A few  members  of  the  Hunt- 
ingdon Angling  Association  fished  a roving  ma.tch  from 
4 to  8 a.m.  on  the  19th,  when  Mr.  Measures,  the  hon. 
sec.,  was  first  with  a nice  show  of  bream.  Fish,  how- 
ever, on  the  whole,  are  dead  off,  and  I would  strongly 
advise  intending  visitors  to  delay  coming  until  the  water 
gets  a little  more  colonr  in  it,  when  I feel  sure  prospects 
would  immediately  improve. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Water  very  clear,  and  only 
moderate  sport  has  been  had  lately.  Jack,  however,  are 
feeding  well,  and  a large  number  of  small  ones  have  been 
taken  within  the  last  few  days,  the  largest  I have  seen 
scaling  61b.  and  71b.  A barbel  of  close  on  81b.  was 
caught  by  a visitor  on  Tuesday. — Wl.  Nash. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — I have  to  report  the  capture  of 
a splendid  barbel  of  7flb.,  taken  with  a cad  bait  by 
Mr.  Fox  (a  gentleman  staying  here).  It  also  afforded 
me  great  pleasure  to  see  (also  being  set  up)  a very  fine 
61b.  bream,  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  rushes  are 
commencing  to  rot  nicely  now,  rendering  paternostering 
and  spinning  more  pleasurable  and  remunerative. 
Water  rather  clear. — A.  Scard. 

Rotlier  (Bodiam). — Angling  has  been  attended  with 
good  sport.  Bream  are  very  plentiful,  and  run  large. 
Several  of  31b.  and  41b.  have  been  secured.  The  water 
is  in  good  condition. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).-  The  beautiful  weather  still  continues,  and  all 
these  rivers  are  still  in  splendid  condition  for  angling, 
as,  owing  to  some  local  showers  among  the  Welsh 
mountains,  the  streams  are  not  so  bright  in  this 
neighbourhood  as  they  would  have  been  owing  to  the 
long  continuance  of  fine  weather,  and  consequently 
anglers  are  having  a rare  time,  and  some  very  good 
takes  especially  of  grayling— are  daily  reported. 

Slapton  Ley. — Fishing  hero  has  varied  considerably 
during  the  past  week,  the  waters  being  too  bright  and 
clear.  Some  boats  took  but  few  daily,  hut  Messrs. 
Stanley,  Hoole,  and  son,  Kent,  the  first  afternoon  had 
eight  runs  for  pike,  and  secured  four,  the  largest  101b., 
and  some  fine  rudd.  Mr.  Horace  Booth,  London,  and  a 
friend  took  a nice  perch  of  ljlb.,  and  a few  pike  during 
the  past  two  days.— Joseph  Bowse. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  at  present  appears  more  settled,  and  rivers  are 
now  in  good  condition,  yet  with  the  easterly  wind  sport 
has  been  scarcely  up  to  the  average.  The  tidal  rivers 
have  yielded  good  takes  of  dace,  bream,  and  roach. 
Baskets  of  from  101b.  to  151b.  of  dace  and  roach  have 
been  taken  from  the  Adur,  and  Mr.  George  Saunders, 
jun.,  of  Brighton,  has  recently  had  sport  among 
the  carp  above  Steyning;  his  heaviest  fish  weighed 
o2lb.  Good  takes  are  also  notified  from  the  Ouse,  the 
heaviest  roach  coming  from  below  Lewes,  where  light 
ledgering  is  found  the  most  killing  method.  Above  Bar- 
combe  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  up  to  12^1b.  are  notified 
me,  and  irom  tho  reaches  near  Isfield  a few  good  pike. 
The  Rothcr  is  now  worth  a visit,  as  roach  are  feeding 
well,  and  there  are  good  pike  throughout  the  water.  A 
brace  of  trout  were  taken  recently  weighing  lib.  14oz. 
and  lib.  lOoz.  respectively.— Geokoe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  fishing  is  not  much;  a very 
few  peal  and  salmon  with  the  rod  have  been  taken. 
Trout  fishing  closes  after  the  last  day  in  September,  but 
the  salmon  and  peal  continue  from  Friday  alone  (notH 


coming  off  this  week)  until  Nov.  15 ; and,  should  a keener 
eye  bo  kept  on  tbo  not  men  than  heretofore,  a beautiful 
seuson  is  left,  for,  doring  the  past  week,  tho  forty-six  nets 
in  seven  miles  of  water  have  captured  hundredweights 
of  fish.  1 have  seen  salmon  201b.,  301b.,  and  321b.  this 
week,  which  arc  sold  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. — Rustv  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).—  Trout  fish- 
ing is  in  abeyance,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water. 
No  salmon  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week,  owing 
no  doubt  to  the  same  reason.  Trout  fishing  may  now  be 
looked  upon  as  about  over  for  the  season. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  still  running  in  fish- 
ing order,  but  is  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been 
dull  and  cold,  and  suitable  for  grayling  fishing.  A good 
few  anglers  have  bpen  out  this  week,  and  sport  has  been 
fairly  eood.  The  flies  used  are  the  Whirling  Blue,  Red 
Tag,  Green  Insect,  September  Dun,  August  Dun, 
Willow  and  Hare's  Ear.  Wasp  grub  and  worm  have  been 
uto.i  by  some,  but  sport  dull.  Grasshopper  fishing,  sink 
and  draw,  has  accounted  for  some  large  grayling.  On 
Monday  in  Ihe  water  under  Whitcliffe  several  very  nice 
grayling  and  a number  of  dace  were  landed.  In  the 
Steventon  water  a good  dish  of  grayling  was  caught 
with  the  Willow  and  Red  Tag. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  — In  this  part  the  water  con- 
tinues in  order  for  angling.  The  dull  days  have  brought 
grayling  on  the  feed,  and  they  rise  well  at  tho  fly.  All 
the  autumn  flies  are  used  by  the  anglers,  and  a good  few 
fine  grayling  have  been  landed.  Mr.  Yarde,  of  the  Fly 
Fishers’  Club,  has  been  having  some  nice  sport.  On 
Thursday  last  he  had  a nice  dish  of  four  brace  of  trout 
and  grayling.  The  Rev.  R.  Glover,  also  of  the  same 
club,  in  three  hours  on  Saturday  last,  grassed  three 
brace  of  handsome  fish,  trout  and  grayling,  with  dry  fiv 
■ — the  Red  Quill.  Grasshopper  fishing  is  fairly  good, 
and  sport  will  improve  with  it.  Trout  are  gone  off, 
and  but  little  fishing  done  for  them.  The  Rea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  low,  little  doing  injthem  of  late. 

Trent  (Newark). — There  is  but  little  to  record  in 
the  way  of  angling,  though  tho  Trent  is  running  low 
and  fine.  Chub  show  signs  of  coming  on,  and  roach  are 
taking  gentles  and  white  paste.  Barbel  fishing  still 
unsatLfactory,  and  though  I gave  a noted  barbel  hole  a 
four  hours’ftrial  with  the  ledger  and  lamprey  bait  on 
Thursday,  there  was  no  response  save  a chub  and  an 
eel,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  the  year  1893  being 
a worst  on  record  for  barbel. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge). — River  has  gone  very  low. 
A few  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  last  week  with 
wasp  grub.  A flood  is  wanted  badly,  after  which  some 
good  sport  may  be  expected. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  continues  in  a very  low 
state,  but  there  are  numbers  of  salmon  on  the  lower 
and  the  extreme  upper  reaches,  but  only  an  occasional 
one  is  captured.  A freshet  just  now  would  be  very 
acceptable.  General  Mignon  and  Colonel  Rocke  have 
been  the  most  successful  anglers  this  week. — T. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Sport  has  been  fairly  good 
lately.  Since  my  last  report  there  have  been  some  good 
takes  of  roach  ; appended  is  a list : Mr.  Leadbiter,  41b. 
roach  ; Mr.  Sprieght,  51b.,  roach  ; Mr.  Gooch,  61b.,  roach ; 
Mr.  Arnold,  191b.,  roach  ; Mr.  Hill,  41b.  roach  and 
forty-seven  perch  ; Mr.  Sharman ; 121b.  roach ; Mr. 
Hoggat,  31b.  roach  ; Mr.  Bowers,  31b.  roach  ; Mr.  Ray, 
41b.  roach,  and  one  jack,  3Jlb. ; Mr.  Gray,  61b.  roach  and 
two  bream  ; Mr.  Rogers,  one  jack,  41b.  ; Mr.  Bouse,  one 
jack,  31b. — John  Warner. 

Winchelsea. — Mr.  A.  Clarke,  of  the  Prince  Albert, 
Hastings,  fishing  in  the  Military  Canal,  on  Tuesday  last, 
landed  four  pike,  one  trout  of  2jlb.,  and  251b.  of  bream, 
largest  scaling  over  41b. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  fine  weather 
has  induced  visitors  to  turn  up  in  increased  force,  but 
their  season  is  evidently  on  the  wane.  Matches  are 
fewer.  Individual  fishing  on  secluded  and  preserved 
waters  is  still  good,  and  good  takes  of  bream  and  roach 
have  been  made  at  and  around  Boston  and  up  the  river 
towards  Lincoln.  The  Fossdyke  and  several  drains, 
such  as  the  Delph,  have  also  been  patronised.  Fine 
roach  are  being  taken  from  the  Fossdyke  and  the  South 
Forty  foot. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Both  rivers 
are  low  very  low,  and  in  excellent  condition  for  gray- 
ling fly  fishing,  and  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
both  streams;  the  largest  baskets  have  been  made  on 
the  Derwent,  some  exceptionally  good  sport  having  been 
had  on  the  various  club  waters.  I was  fishing  the 
Cbatsworth  water  below  Baslow  last  week-end  with  two 
friends,  and  we  all  got  baskets  of  six  to  ten  brace  of  fair- 
sized grayling  on  each  day,  the  killing  flies  being  Dark 
Olive  and  Needle  fly.  On  the  Darley  Dale  and  Matlock 
Club  waters  a good  many  rods  have  been  out,  and  have 
had  good  sport.  Two  London  anglers  have  killed  some 
nice  dishes  of  grayling  this  week.  Weather  fine,  and 
prospects  of  sport  very  good. — Dotterel. 


SBA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  are  having  splendid  weather,  and 
numbers  of  boat  anglers  are  out  daily.  Nice  takes  of 
gurnard,  plaice,  and  dabs  are  being  made.  Sir  Ernest 
Stonhouse  took  a plaice  weighing  3Jlb. — H. 

Dublin. — There  never  was  suefl  sport  as  there  is 
just  now  in  Dublin  Bay,  and  never  so  many  enjoying 
it.  The  mackerel  season  is  just  on,  and  a perfect 
harvest  of  these  and  all  other  class  of  fish  are  either 
netted  or  hooked.  Weather  charming.  The  popular 
Kingstown  newsvendor,  Davey  Stephens,  took  a boatful 
on  Saturday  last. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Sport  continues  excellent; 
takes  chiefly  consist  of  whiting  (four  to  six  score  a 
day),  pollack,  John  Dory  (up  to  81b.  in  weight), 
maokorel,  sea  bream,  and  other  fish.  We  are  having 
splendid  weather. — H. 


Hastings.— Sea  angling  this  year  has  been  so  excep- 
tionally successful  that  it  is  followed  up  in  rare  form.  It 
is  quite  a sight  to  see  the  number  of  boats  out  from  the 
Hard.  Large  whiting  are  very  plentiful.  Sam  Pbilcox, 
out  for  a few  hours  on  Monday,  hooked  five  score  of 
whiting,  three  cod,  and  a good  number  of  dabs  and 
gurnards.  Bass  are  very  plentiful.  Both  piers  still 
keep  up  their  reputation ; a fine  plaice  of  over  41b.  was 
obtained  on  tho  Hastings  pier.  Sport  on  the  piers  will 
be  even  more  satisfactory  in  a few  weeks,  as  the  steam- 
boats at  present  give  the  anglers  but  little  peace.  There 
is  many  a worse  spot  than  the  large  stone  groyne  at  the 
east  end  of  the  town,  several  large  bass  and  congers  are 
reported  from  there  this  week.  Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth. — I don’t  think  in  the  memory  of  man  were 
the  Sound  and  the  bay  ever  so  full  of  fish  as  they  are  at 
the  present  time.  No  matter  where  you  go,  whether  on  the 
pier  or  in  a boat,  you  can  get  good  sport  provided  your 
tackle  is  right.  Bass  are  showing  up  at  various  places, 
sometimes  at  West  Hoe,  then  at  Turncbapel,  then  at 
Panlee,  and  close  in  under  the  rocks  at  the  Citadel.  The 
best  bait  is  a very  small  flat  fish  or  half  of  a pilchard  on 
a No.  8 Exeter  hook  with  a light  but  strong  snood  and 
no  lead.  Mackerel  have  been  caught  in  the  last  few  days 
at  the  ground,  and  some  sailors  that  have  just  been  in 
have  been  catching  them  amongst  the  pollack,  fishing  off 
the  Cambridge  gunnery  ship  in  Hamoaze.  If  you  wish 
to  take  some  grey  mullet,  fish  early  mornings,  in  fact,  at 
daybreak  in  the  Great  Western  Dock  just  where  the 
warm  water  is  thrown  out  from  the  mills  near  Foy  and 
Elliot.  Pollack  are  to  be  had  almost  anywhere  at  the 
back  of  Drake’s  Island,  the  Leek  Beds,  Winter  Shoal, 
the  Knap ; and  if  you  want  some  very  fine  ones 
from  101b.  to  201b.  weight,  fish  just  off  Tre- 
gantle  Fort  in  Whitsand  Bay.  One  of  my  friends 
had  a hundredweight  one  morning,  numbering  twelve  | 
dozen  and  ten  ; they  would  look  at  nothing  else  but  our  j 
red  spinning  sand  eel.  I do  not  think  I could  be  far  out 
when  I say  that  within  the  last  month  some  hundreds  of  j 
thousands  of  silver  whiting  have  been  caught  in  the 
Sound,  and  close  to  the  shore.  There  is  one  spot  in  i 
Jenny  cliff  e Bay,  and  another  off  the  Promenade  Pier, 
about  a gunshot,  where  there  happens  to  be  a mud  bank 
just  where  the  yachts  are  anchored  ; you  moor  your  | 
boat  and  fish  with  two  or  three  hooks  (about  No.  6 
Limerick),  baited  with  small  pieces  of  worm.  I was  out  | 
for  three  hours  on  Wednesday,  and  took  fourteen  dozen  j 
and  four,  my  little  daughter  Guinevere,  of  seven  ) 
summers,  taking  forty-four  of  the  number,  this  being 
her  maiden  trip.  I believe  if  we  had  had  plenty  of  bait, 
and  could  have  spared  the  time,  we  could  have  filled  the 
boat.  The  fish  were  small,  about  the  size  of  pilchards, 
but  very  nice  eating. — William  Hearder. 

Sou.th.sea  and  District. — The  fishing  here  ha3 
been  good  during  the  past  week.  Mackerel  are  plentiful,  j 
most  of  the  boats  have  had  good  takes  on  the  flood  and 
ebb.  The  pier  fishing  has  fallen  off  a bit  as  the 
weather  has  been  fine  for  a float.  From  the  Victoria 
Pier  the  best  takes  have  been  had,  as  it  is  quieter, 
there  are  not  so  many  steamboats  calling.  The  whiting 
are  showing  up  earlier  than  usual  ; off  Ryde  some  good 
catches  have  been  had.  Prospects  for  coming  week 
good.  — C.  J.  Dean. 

Tenby. — Bass  are  very  abundant  just  now ; and 
mackerel  have  been  and  continue  unusually  so,  and  good 
catches  made.  Plaice  and  conger  are  far  from  plenti- 
ful.—H. 

Valentia. — Large  hampers  of  pollack  were  had  last 
week  by  anglers  using  the  red  rubber  eel.  I have  heard 
that  on  some  evenings  very  large  takes  of  whiting  were 
had  by  anglers  using  fresh  mackerel  bait.  Bream, 
scad,  mackerel,  and  gurnard  are  very  numerous  around 
here  at  present. 

Waterville. — Sport  has  been  first  class.  Col.  Rogers, 
Capt.  Lewis,  Mr.  Hall  and  friend,  Dr.  Barter,  Mr. 
Sunderland,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Sullivan, 
had  large  baskets  of  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting  last 
week.  Scad  or  horse  mackerel  have  now  appeared  in 
the  bay. — T.  J.  D. 

Whitby  . — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  fine 
and  the  sea  so  smooth  that  a good  many  .parties  have  I 
been  fishing  in  the  roads  from  small  pleasure  boats.  I 
Fish  of  all  kinds  are  plentiful,  and  some  exceedingly 
good  sport  has  been  obtained. — J.  J.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach.  — Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  ! 
London,  Mr.  Briggs,  London,  Dr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  i 
Wallace,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  MacLeod,  Maclvor  and  others  j 
have  been  making  capital  baskets  of  brown  trout.  Some  i 
individual  days’  baskets  exceeded  six  dozen. — B. 

Altnaharra. — Lochs  Naver,  Meaddie,  Loyal,  and 
other  waters  have  been  yielding  good  sport  to  a number  ' 
of  anglers.  In  five  consecutive  days’  fishing  Mr. 
Aitcheson,  London,  made  a total  basket  of  178  trout, 
631b.— B. 

Border  Bsk. — The  river  is  running  very  low  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fine  weather.  Very  little  day  fishing  is  j 
being  done,  but  small  baskets  of  sea  trout  and  herling 
have  been  got  by  several  anglers  at  night  fishing.  ! 
Salmon  are  not  taking  yet,  but  several  have  been 
hooked.  Tho  pools  in  the  lower  and  mid-reaohes  are  | 
full  of  salmon,  indeed,  nothing  liko  it  seen  for  some  ( 
years.  At  a night  fishing,  Mr.  Charles  Glendinning  | 
had  a couple  of  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water,  the  two  i 
weighing  together  about  61b.  Mr.  John  Story  caught  j 
one  at  Skipper’s  Bridge.  Three  sea  trout  and  one 
horling  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Thos.  Martin.  Mr.  Goo. 
Maxwell  caught  a couple  of  fine  sea  trout,  both  bright 
and  silvery  at  this  advanoed  period  of  the  season. — G. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — Tho  weather  is  more 
for  the  farmer  than  the  angler  ; probably  this  is  all  the 
better  for  the  country,  but  it  means  almost  stagnation 
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to  the  fisher.  Just  a foot  of  water,  and  a better  back- 
end could  not  be  desired.  “ Fish  are  plentiful,  but  they 
won’t  take,”  is  in  the  mouth  of  every  other  angler. 
The  smallest  flies  are  in  vogue,  and  consequently  the 
amount  of  breakages  is  considerable.  On  the  Glen 
Tana  water,  Sir  Wm.  C.  Brooks’  fishermen  had  two 
heavy  fish,  boat  potted,  of  181b.  and  24lb.  On  the 
Aboyne  reachos  matters  are  fairly  at  a standstill.  On 
the  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  Mrs.  Pickering  creeled  one 
of  111b.,  Colonel  Caldwell,  Upper  Dess,  had  one  of  91b., 
while  Mr.  Whitly  had  one  of  91b.  on  Borrowstone 
water.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnell 
Watson  creeled  eight  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  171b. 
On  the  Blackhall  Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party 
creeled  four,  of  101b.,  91b  , 71b.,  and  71b.,  two  of  71b.  and 
51b.,  two  of  71b.  and  151b. , and  one  of  151b.  On  the 
Cairnton  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  creeled  eight  on 
Friday,  and  has  had  similar  successes  almost  every 
other  day.  On  the  Inchmarlo  water  Bliss  Dugdale 
landed  a fine  fish  of  171b.  (being  her  maiden  fish),  and  Mr. 
Williams  one  of  71b.  On  the  Kinneskie  water,  Mr. 
Teacher  Montague  had  three,  151b.,  131b.,  and  221b.,  and 
had  to  do  with  four  on  Monday  last.  On  Inchmarlo,  Mr. 
Davidson  creeled  one  of  141b.  On  the  Pankwater,  Mr. 
Davidson,  Wellwood,  had  three  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  141b.  ; 
and  Sir  Charles  Tupper  tvo  of  same  weights.  On 
the  Drum  water,  three  fish  were  got  on  by 
the  lessee.  On  the  tidal  waters  finnock  fishing  is 
just  now  flat  indeed,  owing  to  the  small  clear  waters. 
On  the  Don  some  good  sport  has  been  got  since  the  nets 
went  off  up  till  a day  or  so  ago,  when  the  volume  of  the 
river  fella  way  to  a mere  thread. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  water  is  getting  a 
little  low  and  clear,  owing  to  the  protracted  drought, 
but,  notwithstanding,  fair  sport  is  being  obtained.  On 
the  Netherdale  section,  two  grilse  and  salmon  were 
killed  weighing  from  4|lb.,  to  191b.;  on  the  Laithers 
water  close  on  a dozen  fish  were  grassed,  the  half  of  the 
number  averaged  14Jlb.  ; on  the  Blairmore  section.  Bliss 
Parker  had  a salmon  of  81b.  ; and  on  the  Edinglassie 
water,  Mr.  G.  Smith  had  two  fish  of  4Jlb.  and  101b.  On 
the  upper  waters  the  pools  are  well-stocked  with  fish, 
but  little  sport  will  take  place  until  a spate  sets  in. 

Xnchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Sept.  10, 
Rev.  Mr.  Evans,  Hill  Loch,  eight  trout ; Blr.  E.  Ralli, 
Loch  Assynt,  fifteen  trout  ; Blr.  L.  Ralli,  Mid  Assynt, 
thirty  trout;  Mr.  Ralli,  Loch  Awe,  eight  trout. 
Sept.  11,  Messrs.  Evans  and  Woodroffe,  Loch  Assynt,  ten 
trout ; Mr.  Leon  Ralli,  Loch  Assynt,  one  grilse.  Sept.  12, 
Messrs.  Evans  and  Woodroffe,  Kylesku.  201b.  saa 
bream,  haddock,  &c.  ; Professor  Reid  and  friend,  Loch 
Duartmore,  five  sea  trout,  91b.,  heaviest  3ib.  Sept.  13, 
Professor  Reid  and  friend,  Loch  Unapool,  twenty  trout, 
101b.,  heaviest  2|lb. — Wm.  Wallace. 

Xsla. — The  fine  weather  which  has  prevailed  since 
the  beginning  of  the  month  has  been  very  unfavourable 
to  angling.  The  waters  are  very  low  and  clear.  Trout 
are  not  rising  well,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  On 
the  main  stream  sport  has  been  poor,  but  on  Auchen- 
tapel  Loch,  Capt.  R.  S.  Oxley  and  Messrs.  C.  E. 
Lambert,  Ernest  Lambert,  and  Mr.  Still  have  had  fair 
sport.  On  the  Blackwater  tributary  Mr.  J.  F.  McLaren 
had  fifty -one  brace  of  nice  trout  one  day  last  week. 

Lochearnhead  Hotel  (Perthshire,  N.B.). — 
Fishing  on  Lochearnhead  Hotel  water,  on  the  12th  inst., 
Mr.  Maitland  killed  nine  trout  weighing  51b. ; one 
scaled  1 Jib.  The  day  was  bright  and  calm.  On  the 
13th  Mr.  McLaren  killed  eighteen  fine  trout. 

Loch  Rannoch  (Kinloch  Rannoch).— Gentlemen 
from  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  had  very  good  sport  within 
this  last  few  days  ; 195  trout  were  killed  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  : Messrs.  Gibson,  Breton,  Dewar,  Brown, 
and  Walde ; and  to-day,  the  18th,  Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr. 
Breton  killed  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  111b.— G.  G. 

Haver. — During  the  past  week  only  two  salmon 
landed,  both  by  Major  Burnell,  Dalwina  House,  Strath- 
naver.  River  now  very  low.- -B. 

Overscaig1. — Capital  sport  both  in  sea  trout  and 
brown  trout  angling  still  continues,  and  is  availed  of  by 
a number  of  anglers. — B. 

Rhiconich. — Sir  James  Carmichael,  M.P.,  London; 
Mr.  Bateson,  Calcutta  ; Mr.  Humm,  London  ; Mr.  and 
Misses  Gilmour,  Alexandria;  Mr.  Donbavon,  London, 
and  others,  have  been  obtaining  excellent  sport  both  in 
loch  and  sea  fishing.- — B. 

Sligachan  (Skye). — On  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Sperling,  four 
trout,  of  51b.  ; 14th,  six,  of  4jlb.  ; 15th,  twelve,  of  711b.  , 
17th,  seven,  of  3Jlb.  ; and  Messrs.  Brickett  and  Heburn, 
from  loch,  seven,  of  3Jlb.  Weather  very  dry  ; river  low. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  condition  of  any  of  the  district  rivers.  The  waters 
have  not  been  so  low  in  September  for  thirty  years,  and 
all  angling  is  at  a standstill  at  present.  Night  fishing 
cannot  be  depended  on.  Several  rods  have  been 
out  nightly,  and  while  they  had  fair  sport  on  odd 
nights  among  herling,  on  other  nights  they  had  not  a 
rise.  There  has  been  no  day  fishing  on  the  Annan  for 
some  weeks  past  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  river. 
Immense  numbers  of  salmon  are  in  the  lower  tidal  pools 
unable  to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  the  tides.  In  the 
pool  at  Annan  Bridge  there  were  over  thirty  salmon  on 
Monday.  The  stream  heads  are  very  nearly  dry.  The 
pools  would  have  been  all  cleared  out  by  poachers,  but 
thanks  to  the  precautions  taken  by  the  riparian  pro- 
prietors, who  had  the  waters  under  their  care  for  four 
years,  in  thoroughly  staking  the  pools.  The  Nith  is 
extraordinary  low,  and  no  sport  has  been  had  for  many 
weeks.  Galloway  Rivers. — Nothing  doing  on  any 
waters  in  this  district,  and  with  the  exception  of  an  odd 
rod  or  two  out  at  night,  anglers  have  abandoned  the 
river  until  a flood  comes.  On  the  Ayrshire  rivers  and 
lochs  angling  is  at  a standstill.— Heatherbell. 


Spey, — Angling  continues  to  improve,  the  river  being 
in  good  ordor,  while  there  seems  to  bo  a fair  run  of  fish. 
At  Craigellacbie,  during  the  week,  a few  good  salmon 
were  landed,  ranging  in  weight  from  121b.  to  181b.,  and 
a few  good  sized  grilse  were  also  got.  On  the  Pitcroy 
Lodge  section,  on  Monday,  Mrs.  Burn  killed  two 
salmon  of  8Jlb.  and  4Jlb. ; and  Mr.  Burn  and  Mr. 
Blorris  had  each  one  of  71b.  On  Wednesday  Mrs. 
Booth  had  a fish  of  61b.  ; Lord  Garioch,  two  salmon 
of  13Jlb.  and  51_lb. , and  a grilse  of  5 jib.  ; and  on 
this  day  week  Blr.  Burn  had  a salmon  of  131b. , Mrs. 
Burn,  one  of  121b.,  and  Mr.  Pelham,  one  of  61b.  From 
the  Glengrant  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Sievewright 
landed  a fish  of  71b.,  and  three  on  Wednesday  of  161b., 
101b.,  and  81b. ; on  Thursday  Mr.  Begg,  had  one  of 
161b. ; and  Mr.  McKessach,  two  of  171b.  and  101b. — J.  M. 

Tongue. — Aug.  30,  Mr.  and  Miss  Lees,  of  Oldham, 
Lancashire,  on  Kyle  of  Tongue,  one  sea  trout,  4Jlb. 
31st,  same  party,  on  Kyle,  one  sea  trout,  41b.  Sept.  3, 
Mr.  and  Miss  Lees,  on  Loch  Slam,  six  brown  trout  and 
one  grilse.  6jlb.  12th,  Mr.  Stubbard,  of  London,  and 
party,  on  Kyle,  had  six  fish,  7|lb.,  heaviest  3Jlb.  ; same 
date,  Blr.  Gibson,  of  London,  on  kyle,  five  fish,  6 Jib.  ; 
also  Blr.  Thesiger,  of  London,  on  kyle,  five  fish,  5|lb. 
13th,  Mr.  Aitchison,  of  London,  on  Loch  Slam,  five 
brown  trout,  101b.,  one  grilse,  41b.  ; same  date,  Mr. 
BIcInnes,  of  Nickerby,  and  party,  on  kyle,  three  fish, 
101b.  14th,  Blr.  BIcInnes  and  party,  on  kyle,  seven  fish, 

1011b.  ; same  date,  Mr.  Aitchison,  on  kyle,  one  fish,  2Jlb. 
15th,  fame  gentleman,  on  kyle,  seven  fish,  101b., 
heaviest,  21b.  ; same  date,  Blr.  Mclnnes  and  party,  on 
kyle,  ten  fish,  151b.,  heaviest,  2Jlb. — BI.  G. 

Tweed,  &c.  — Angling  on  all  the  Border  streams 
during  the  past  week  has  been  of  little  account.  Tweed, 
Teviot,  and  their  tributaries  have  all  now  shrunk  to 
very  small  dimensions;  in  fact  it  is  some  years  since 
there  was  so  little  water  in  the  beds  of  the  streams  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  As  a consequence  Waltonians 
have  to  try  all  they  know  to  get  a dish,  and  even  the 
most  expert  anglers  can  secure  but  few.  With  the 
rivers  at  such  a low  ebb,  salmon  angling  is  practi- 
cally useless,  and  must  remain  so  until  we  have  a 
lot  of  rain  to  give  us  a flood  of  four  or  five  feet, 
and  thus  enable  fish  to  get  to  the  upper  angling 
reaches.  The  season  for  the  salmon  net  fishings  on 
the  Tweed  closed  on  Friday.  It  has  been  one  of  the 
worst  on  record.  Last  season  the  fishing  was  most  un- 
profitable, but  this  year  the  yield  will  be  even  less.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries 
Company  in  November  last  .£2500  was  stated  to  have 
been  lost  on  the  season's  operations,  and  this  year  it  is 
not  expected  that  any  one  of  the  fishing  stations,  either 
on  the  sea  coast  or  ia  the  river,  will  pay  working 
expenses,  far  less  give  any  return  for  outlay.  All 
through  the  season  salmon  have  been  scarce  and  their 
size  small.  No  fish  of  over  401b.  have  been  got  in  the 
nets,  the  largest  being  one  of  39|lb.  The  produce  of 
trout  has  been  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  but 
grilse  have  only  been  a moderate  crop. — Maxwheel. 

Ythan. — Since  the  removal  of  the  nets  angling  has 
vastly  improved,  and  the  prospects  now  till  the  end  are 
of  the  most  encouraging. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— Another  blank 
week  has  to  be  recorded  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
water,  and  the  presence  of  flax  water.  By  a new  order 
of  the  inspectors  of  fisheries  a month  has  been  taken 
off  the  open  time.  The  close  season  in  the  future  will 
commence  on  Oct.  1.  In  the  past  fortnight  trout 
netting  practically  closed  on  Lough  Neagh,  and  since 
August  scarcely  any  were  taken. — J.  A.  B. 

Connaught  Rivers.  — Since  my  last  report  there 
has  not  been  much  change  in  the  state  of  the  Corrib, 
which  is  in  fair  order,  notwithstanding  the  very  dry 
weather. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake.— Sport  has  been  good  recently.  The 
baskets  had  for  the  past  week  varied  from  twenty  to 
forty  nice  trout  daily.  The  heaviest  white  trout  had 
last  week  weighed  41b.,  and  the  heaviest  brown  trout 
3Jlb. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  weather 
since  last  report,  and,  in  consequence,  sport  has  not 
improved.  But  few  anglers  were  out  on  the  river  during 
the  week,  and  only  three  or  four  fish  were  taken  alto- 
gether.— M.  Rogan. 

Faughan  (Derry).  — Fishing  poor  during  week. 
Water  very  low  ; skies  clear  and  no  breeze,  all  but  the 
most  ardent  devotees  giving  it  up  as  a bad  job.  A large 
salmon  between  151b.  and  20lb.  weight  was  reported  to 
have  been  captured  during  the  week. — X. 

Inny. — Sport  has  been  good  at  sea  trout  in  the 
upper  reaches.  A few  salmon  have  been  had,  but  this 
kind  of  fishing  is  now  practically  suspended,  owing  to 
abnormally  low  water. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  shown  a decided  improvement  in  the  matter  of  sea 
trout  angling.  Among  the  more  successful  in  this  lino 
last  were  the  following  ; Mr.  J.  H.  Merryweather,  Mr. 
Hall  and  friend,  Mr.  Budgett,  and  Mr.  Ffonnoll,  Mr. 
Langdale,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Sullivan.  Salmon  and  sea 
trout  are  very  numerous,  and  the  back-end  angling  is 
looked  forward  to  with  much  confidence. — T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  first  class.  On  Drenane  on  Saturday  a 
local  angler,  J.  Sullivan,  had  four  dozen  nice  brown 
trout  averaging  close  on  £lb.  On  Cummeravanig,  the 
best  basket  was  one  containing  three  dozen  weighing 
about  101b.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Loughs  (Ballina).— Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  on  the  river  and  all  its  tributaries  ended  on  the 
15th  inst.  The  past  season  was  not  a successful  one  for 
the  angler.  There  were  lots  of  fish,  but  the  river  was 


big  and  the  weather  unsettled,  which  kept  the  fish  con- 
stantly on  the  move  ; consequently  the  upper  waters  did 
well.  From  the  first  week  in  August  to  the  end  of  the 
season  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  got  on  the  lower 
waters  with  salmon  and  sea  trout.  Last  week  Mr.  Arkle 
had  a nice  trout  of  12111b.  on  Lough  Conn,  and  Mr. 
Tunnard  had  one  of  61b.  and  two  of  41b.  apiece.  Col. 
Hacket  had  two  nice  pike  of  171b.  and  181b.  on  Lough 
Cullin. — Frank  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Angling 
has  improved  just  a little  this  week.  Weather  bright 
and  warm.  Fine  crop  of  cinnamon  fly  have  come  up  on 
the  streams.  Trout  fishing  not  very  good.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Walton  had  rather  a nice  day’s  sport  on  Mr.  W.  Young’s 
preserves,  on  Wednesday.  He  killed  two  salmon  of 
91b.  each,  and  two  grilse  61b.  each;  on  Monday  he 
landed  a grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  yesterday  (Tuesday)  a 
very  bright  grilse  of  7jlb.  On  Saturday,  Major  Colville 
had  a salmom  of  121b.  and  a grilse  of  61b.  Water  falling' 


Jingling  fixtures. 


September  22  and  23. 

Clapton  Park  : Roving  match. 

September  23. 

Clapham  Junction  : Prize  outing. 

Club  and  Institute  Union  : Match  at  West  Drayton. 
Enterprise  : Blatch  at  Harlow. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  : Match  at  Esher. 

Oak  : Match  at  Walton. 

Second  Surrey  : Roving  match  at  Amberley. 

September  24. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Visit. 

September  25. 

Gresham  : Sea  Fishing  at  Southend. 

September  26. 

Waltonian : Distribution  of  prizes. 

September  27. 

Canning  Town  : Smoking  concert. 


Sept.  30. 


30. 

30.- 

30.- 

30. 

30.- 

30.- 

30. 

30. 

30.- 

30. 

30.- 

30.- 

30.- 

30.- 

1. 

2, 

2. 

3. 

3. 

6. 

7.- 

7. 


Oct. 


8. 

9. 

11. 

11. 

11. 

28.- 


-Amicable  Waltonians : Competition  at 

Windsor. 

-Bermondsey  Brothers:  Blonthly  competition. 
-Blackfriars  : Blatch  at  Yalding. 

-Bomore  : Match  at  West  Drayton. 

-Brothers  Well  Met : Match. 

-Campbell  United  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 
-Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

-Havelock  : Roving  competition. 

-Hearts  of  Oak  : Blatch. 

-Islington  Brothers  : Outing  to  Cookham. 
-Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Ware. 

-Odds  and  Evens  : Blatch  at  St.  Blargaret’s. 
-Park  : Roving  match. 

-Sundial : Outing  to  King’s  Langley. 

-West  Ham  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

-Hearts  of  Oak  : Visit. 

-Eustonians  : Visit. 

-Rodney  : Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 
-Brompton  : Concert. 

-Brothers  Well  Blet : Match. 

-Lychnobite  : Match  at  Langford. 

-Crown  and  Buckland : Match  at  Ware. 
-Dalston  : Prize  outing. 

-United  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

-Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 

-Golden  Barbel : Outing  on  the  Thames. 
-Eagle  : Supper  and  concert. 

-Grange  : Match  at  Windsor. 

-Walworth  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 
-Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition  at  Windsor. 


(Reports  from  Clubs 


Anglers’ Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — A most  successful  return  visit  was  paid  to 
the  Sundial  A S.  on  Sept.  19.  On  the  roll  call,  thirteen 
clubs  answered.  The  Association’s  box  contained  the 
sum  of  13s.  6d.  The  next  visit  will  bo  paid  to  the  West- 
minster A.S.,  date  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  1 hope  to  have  a good  muster. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above 
list  will  take  place  at  the  Amicable  Waltonians  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  24.  As  this  is  the  commencement  of  the  new 
visiting  list,  I hope  all  the  clubs  on  it  will  be  represented. 
— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  .£1  5s.  on  account  of  the  Sixth  Rye  House  Competi- 
tion ; 18s.  from  the  Havelock  ; 11s.  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes,  and  10s. 
donation  from  the  General  Gordon  Angling  Society. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  (Thames)  Competition. 
— The  committee  met  in  good  number  on  the  20th 
inst.,  when  the  previous  minutes  were  duly  passed. 
The  secretary  waited  upon  the  Groat  Western  Railway, 
as  desired  by  the  committee,  with  the  following 
result : That  on  Oct.  28  (the  day  for  the  above  competi- 
tion) the  G.W.R.  will  place  a special  express  train  at 
our  disposal,  which  leaves  Paddington  at.  8.50  a.m., 
and  Westbourne- park  at  8.55  a.m.  for  Windsor. 
P.S.— I must  ask  every  secretary  to  convey  this  notice 
to  their  respective  members.  This  special  express  will  be 
a boon  to  the  angling  societies  in  the  East  End,  &c.,  as 
the  first  train  from  all  stations,  from  Aldgate,  Bishops- 
gate,  Moorgato,  &c.,  will  be  in  ample  time  to  catch  this 
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express.  It  in  to  bo  hoped  by  tho  above  committee  that 
ovory  competitor  will  avail  himself  of  this  advantage 
and  travel  by  thin  train. — B.  Abrahamh.  Hon.  Sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling'  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridgo-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
Tho  undermentioned  woighod-in  on  Sept.  1(5 : Mr.  It. 
Challon,  roach,  dace,  &c.,  51b.  4oz. ; Mr.  G.  Blades, 
roach,  41b.  12oz.  ; Mr.  H.  Challon,  tench  (one  fish), 
lib.  15oz. ; Mr.  W.  Bridge  also  weighed-in.  Noxt  Wed- 
nesday will  bo  quarterly  night,  and  a special  meeting  is 
requested;  election  of  officers,  Ac.,  and  will  all  members 
please  come  up  and  settle  up,  and  oblige — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma,  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Inncoln’s-inn-fiolds.  On  Sept.  10  Messrs. 
Drew,  Hopping,  and  Scott  woighod-in.  On  Tuesday 
Messrs.  Drew  and  Masters  were  elected  chairman  and 
vice-chairman  respectively  ; Cutbush  and  Dyer,  auditors. 
I hope  members  who  are  in  arrears  will  pay  up,  as  I want 
to  get  the  balance-sheet  out.  -G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.—  On 
Sept.  Hi  we  had  a very  fair  show  of  roach,  bream,  and 
jack  by  Messrs.  Moir,  Harris,  and  Cummings.  Wednes- 
day being  quarterly  night  we  had  a good  muster.  Next 
Wednesday,  tho  26th,  being  general  meeting  night  I 
hope  to  see  agood  muster  of  members. — F.  G-Hutchins. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-streot,  Goswell-road.— On  Sept.  16  a 
number  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  a few  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  fish,  Mr.  Windier  having  a show  of  bream  ; 
Mr.  Coneybeare,  perch  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  Lanning,  jack. 
The  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 Eastern  will  take  place  on 
Monday  next,  the  21th,  when  I hope  we  shall  be  visited 
by  a large  number  of  clubs,  as  I always  try  to  be  present 
at  any  visit,  and  I should  take  it  as  a favour  if  the  clubs 
will  return  the  same.  Any  secretary  not  receiving  a 
postcard  will  please  accept  this  invite. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— The  special 
meeting  again  adjourned  till  next  Wednesday,  quarterly 
night,  when  I hope  to  see  the  members  turn  up  in  force, 
also  to  clear  the  books.  As  no  member  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  16,  Mr.  Fowler’s  prize  is  still  open,  to  go  where 
you  please. — W.  F.  Barbatt. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondaey-street. — There  was  a fair  show  of 
roach  and  rudd  on  the  trays  of  the  above  society  on  the 
16th,  contributed  by  Mr.  H.  Patman,  J.  Smith,  and  J. 
Warman  ; and  Mr.  G.  A.  Payne,  jack  and  perch.  Total 
gross  weight  541b.  The  competition  for  the  September 
series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the  30th  ; place  and 
conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  27th.  A 
return  visit  on  the  South  London  Yisititig  List  was  paid 
to  this  society  on  the  18th,  when  twenty-six  societies 
responded  to  the  roll  call,  fifteen  on  the  list  and  eleven 
off.  On  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  I beg  to  return  their  sincere  thanks  to  those 
societies  that  favoured  them  with  their  attendance  on 
that  evening,  and  to  assure  them  that  the  B.B.  will  do 
their  best  to  return  the  compliment  on  the  occasion  of 
future  visits. — Alfd.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Association,  Winchester 
Arms,  Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  the  following 
gentlemen  have  weighed-in : Mr.  Foster,  bream  and 
roach  ; Mr.  Holden,  bream  ; Mr.  Marrigold,  jack  ; Mr. 
Wilson,  jack  and  roach.  We  made  one  new  member. 
Our  next  prize  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  30  to 
Yalding,  by  7.13a.m.  train  (reserved  for  our  party),  when 
I hope  to  see  all  members  compete. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Britannia,  Clarendon- 
road,  Notting  Hill. — Since  my  last  report  our  members 
fished  a match  at  Langley,  but  not  one  fish  taken.  We 
fish  a match  at  West  Drayton  on  Sept.  30  for  five  prizes  ; 
to  go  by  first  train  on  the  morning  (peg-down).  Will 
members  please  show  up  a little  better  in  future  to 
arrange  the  business  ? — F.  L.  Staniford. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Our  outing  at 
Amberley  on  the  16th  inst.  was  not  a success  from  an 
angler’s  point  of  view,  as  only  one  member  succeeded  in 
taking  fish  (Mr.  Lawson),  but  otherwise  all  thoroughly 
enjoyed  themselves,  thanks  to  Mr.  Eldridge  for  his 
kindness  in  providing  saloon  for  the  members  each  way, 
and  to  Mr.  Copplestone,  our  host  and  member,  for  his 
catering.  Our  half-yearly  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  26th,  when  I hope  to  see  all 
members  present. — J.  H. 

Bristol  Golden  Carp  Angling  Association. — 

On  Saturday  last  between  thirty  and  forty  members  of 
this  association  fished  their  second  pegged-down  match 
of  the  season  at  Keynsham  Hams.  Several  valuable 
prizes  were  offered  for  competition,  and  will  be  distri- 
buted on  Monday,  Sept.  24.  Appended  are  the  names 
of  prizewinners  in  order  of  merit:  Messrs.  T.  Laney, 
F.  Cox,  J.  Coles,  A.  Cooper,  T.  Pruett,  jun.,  A.  Hamil- 
ton, F.  A.  Drewitt,  Lewis  C.  Wride,  A.  Widgery,  H. 
Powell,  W.  Coleman,  J.  G.  Price,  J.  Clements,  W. 
James,  B.  Allen,  D.  M.  Ford,  J.  Bryant,  G.  Wathen,  T. 
Cleverdon,  and  W.  H.  Stephens. — L.  C.  Wride. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Mr.  J.  Watkins,  roach  and  chub  ; B.  Lees, 
bream  and  roach.  Mr.  B.  Bissell  had  a nice  show  of 
roach,  but  was  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Tuesday  next  will 
be  quarterly  night.  I hope  members  will  attend  and 
settle  arrears. — J.  Watling. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.  — Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  l(ith  inst.,  but  I have  to 
record  a blank.  Our  prizes  will  stand  over  until  next 
meeting  night,  when  I hope  brother  anglers  and  their 
friends  will  not  forget  our  smoking  concert  for  tho 
benefit  of  J.  Heester,  on  the  27th  inst.  Mombers  please 
note  next  meeting  night,  the  26th  inst.,  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  211  & 243, 
Goswell-road. — We  had  a good  meeting  of  members 


again  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  some  good  business 
was  done.  Several  of  our  members  wore  out  on  Sept. 
16,  sovoral  meeting  with  blanks,  others  doing  fairly  well. 
We  had  a nice  show  of  roach  in  the  evening,  including 
two  caught  at  Amberley  by  Mr.  C.  Bowring,  scaling  lib. 
7Joz.  and  lib.  3oz. — J.  C. 

Central  Visiting  List. — A most  successful  visit 
was  paid  to  the  Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Arms,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  on  Thursday,  when  twenty 
clubs  were  well  represented  ; several  talented  artists 
contributed  to  tho  harmony.  The  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society’s  box  of  this  society,  on  being 
opened  by  Mr.  Wade,  was  found  to  contain  tho  respect- 
able sum  of  12s.,  for  which  he  returned  thanks  on  behalf 
of  the  committee.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Seymour 
Brothers,  date  to  be  announced  in  due  course. — Charley 
Watling. 

. City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Thames- 
street. — On  Sept.  9 Mr.  Sharpless  weighed  bream  and 
roach,  and  Mr.  Chambers  roach.  A general  meeting 
will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  25,  when 
the  quarterly  balance-sheet  will  be  read,  and  other 
business  of  importance  will  be  brought  forward. — J.  E.  C. 

Clapbam  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  — On 
Sept.  16  several  members  of  this  society  journeyed  to 
Woking,  to  fish  a series  of  prizes.  I am  sorry  to  say 
only  two  were  taken,  Messrs.  J.  Willgoss  and  Wm.  May 
being  successful.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for 
on  the  23rd  inst. ; same  conditions. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapton  Park  Angling  Club.— The  members  here 
have  been  having  some  fair  sport  lately,  Messrs.  Punter 
and  Upsom  showing  some  nice  rudd  and  bream  from  the 
Broads.  Mr.  Bidley  weighed-in  a nice  roach,  lib.  l joz., 
from  the  Lea.  Messrs.  Hurren  and  Garwood  had  a good 
basket  from  the  Barge  Cut  near  Ponder’s  End,  amongst 
the  roach  being  a golden  roach.  Upon  being  landed  it 
looked  exactly  like  a golden  carp.  It  was  a splendid  old 
gold  colour.  Please  note  the  members  fish  a match  on 
the  22nd  and  23rd  inst.  One  day’s  fish  only  to  weigh. 
Open  to  any  waters. — E.  Hurren. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road. — On  Sept.  16  Messrs.  Bampton,  White,  and 
Slide  had  a nice  show  of  bream.  Mr.  Bedford’s  prize 
(Ware  only)  is  still  open.  Will  all  members  who  intend 
fishing  in  pegged-down  match  on  Sept.  30  at  Cheshunt 
kindly  send  in  names  so  that  stewards  can  make  all 
arrangements? — W.  T.  G. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
On  Sept.  2 we  fished  a match  at  Amberley,  Mr.  Glover, 
bream  and  roach,  taking  two  prizes ; Mr.  Franklin, 
roach  and  dace,  taking  one  prize  ; the  other  prizes 
were  not  taken.  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Sherwood,  dace,  roach, 
and  bream,  largest  bream,  31b.  4oz.  ; Mr.  W.  J.  Long, 
roach  and  dace.  Sept.  16,  Mr.  Sherwood,  roach,  bream, 
and  dace ; Mr.  Maodona,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  W.  J. 
Long,  roach  and  dace.  The  next  day’s  outing  will  take 
place  at  Wade’s  Mill,  Ware,  on  Oct.  7,  for  several 
prizes.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Wednes- 
day, to  make  final  arrangements,  and  other  very  im- 
portant business.  I have  the  photo  of  the  last  brake 
outing,  at  St.  Margaret’s,  on  hand,  which  is  well  worth 
seeing. — W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Sept.  16  eleven  members 
journeyed  to  Amberley  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  off  the 
prizes  left  from  Ang.  26.  Mr.  Wild  succeeded  in  getting 
21b.  13Joz.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for 
on  Oct.  7 ; full  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club- 
house. Messrs.  Parram,  Davis,  Slade,  and  Cogswell 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Members,  please  note  that 
next  Tuesday  is  quarterly  night. 

Seventh  Competition. — Since  my  last  report  I beg 
to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  5s.  from  the 
Original  Alexandra.  If  I do  not  hear  from  outstanding 
societies  by  next  week  I shall  again  publish  their 
names. — S.  Malby. 

Darlington  Anglers’  Club. — The  annual  Septem- 
ber contest  was  held  last  week,  at  Scorton,  on  the 
Swale.  The  club  cup  and  silver  medal  from  the  presi- 
dent were  won  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Taylor,  with  111b.  12jOz.  ; 
second,  Mr.  W.  H.  Foster,  7lb.  3oz. ; third,  Mr.  J. 
Greenhalgh,  61b.  ljoz.  The  following  winners  of  lesser 
prizes  in  order : Messrs.  F.  Temple,  M.  Swainston,  C. 
Gillam,  B.  Wilson,  F.  Varey,  H.  S.  Arnett,  E.  Dins- 
dale,  J.  Timms,  J.  Snowdon,  J.  Scott,  F.  Judson,  J. 
Wood,  G.  Barker,  J.  Dutton,  T.  Hooper,  J.  Crooks,  M. 
Hornby,  Wm.  Martin,  Wm.  Scruton.  Twenty-seven 
competed,  and  twenty-three  caught  fish,  principally 
barbel  and  grayling.  The  members  adjourned  to  their 
club-room,  where  the  prizes  were  distributed  by  the 
vice-president. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Dulwich  Waltonians. — Amongst  Mr.  Conway’s 
catch  of  fish  last  week  was  a trout  of  2Jlb.  and  a 
chub  of  21b.,  caught  in  private  waters  with  cheese 
paste.  Wo  made  one  new  member  last  Friday.  Our 
chairman,  Mr.  Dunlop,  having  read  his  piscatorial 
essay  entitled  “The  Lost  Ring,’’  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  till  Sept.  21,  when  the  election  of  a secretary 
is  to  take  place,  and  at  which  meeting  all  members  are 
requested  to  attend. — Ed.  Morlieue. 

Eagle. — Good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  last 
fortnight  by  several  of  our  members.  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridg- 
way  some  fair  sport  on  the  Ouse ; Messrs.  Smart, 
Collier,  Feaehem,  Ainsly,  and  Dyer,  good  sport  on  tho 
Y are,  with  bream  and  roach,  Messrs.  Collior  and  Dyer 
having  soveral  bream  over  4|lb.,  combined  takes 
amounting  to  1001b.  Mr.  Dunford  was  tho  winner  of 
Mr.  M.  Ainsly’s  prize,  Mr.  Dunford’s  prize  being  won 
by  Mr.  II.  Day,  Mr.  Ashmore  being  third,  and  winning 
Mr.  J.  Dyer’s  prize.  On  Thursday,  Oot.  11,  we  have 


leg-of-mutton  supper  and  musical  evening  ; supper  on 
table  at  8.30.  Tickets  2s.  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway  will 
occupy  tho  chair,  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Frank  the  vice.  A 
committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  Sept. 
25  at  8.30.— J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  Honse, 

Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  on  Sept.  16  at  Broxbourne, 
resulted  as  follows:  1st  prize,  Mr.  Arthur  Keepin ; 2nd 
prize,  Mr.  Brnco. — Bruce  and  Fkami-ton. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. - Since  my  last  report, 
only  one  member  has  weighed-in,  viz.,  Mr.  Jeffery, 
roach,  from  Amberley,  largest  lib.  3|oz.  Our  reading 
season  will  commence  next  week. — Edw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street.  King’s-cross.  —On  Sept.  16,  Mr.  Gibbons  weighed- 
in  101b.  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley.  Our  return 
visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  District  List  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  2,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any 
brother  angler.— C.  Abbott. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — On  Sept.  14  we  elected  three 
new  members  : Messrs.  W.  King,  T.  Aldridge,  and  J. 
Martin.  We  thank  Mr.  Aldis  very  much  for  presenting 
us  with  a preservation  box  at  the  delegate  meeting  on 
Monday.  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris  was  elected  honorary  bailiff 
for  our  rented  waters. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Club,  Rose  and  Crown. — 
On  the  16th  inst.  Mr.  Vanhegan  weighed-in  some  roach, 
bream,  and  dace,  31b.  9£oz.  Mr.  Whitebread  had  roach 
and  dace  : also  Mr.  Hill  had  some  bream. — G.  P. 

Good.  Intent  Angling  Society.— On  the  9th  inst. 
Mr.  D.  Flint  saved  the  club  from  a blank.  On  the  16th 
Mr.  Maybury  brought  in  a good  show  of  roach,  all  good 
size  fish  from  gib.  to  lib.  each.  Mr.  H.  Schofield 
showed  some  bream  from  the  Lea. — R.  Muephy. 

Grange  Angling  Society. — The  fortnightly  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  13th  inst.  Mr.  George  Gibbons  was 
voted  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting 
having  been  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  Hailing  was 
unanimously  elected  an  active  member  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Tagg  proposed  that  the  members  have  an  outing 
next  month,  which  was  carried.  Thursday,  Oct.  11,  was 
the  day  fixed,  and  Windsor  the  place.  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich 
kindly  promised  to  give  a silver-mounted  walking-stick 
for  a prize,  Mr.  Tagg  a rug,  and  the  club  half  a guinea. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Thursday,  27th  inst. 
to  complete  arrangements.— W.  R. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
(hon.  treasurer)  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday,  and 
there  was  a good  attendance  of  members.  The  caating 
tournament  was  abandoned,  and  the  prizes,  with  the 
consent  of  the  donors,  will  be  transferred  to  the  sea 
fishing  contest  to  be  held  off  Southend  next  Tuesday. 
A large  number  of  members  signified  their  intention  of 
being  present.  A train  will  leave  Fenchurch-street  at 
8.23  a.m.  Members  wishing  to  go  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  C.  Fosbrooke,  11,  Water-lane,  E.C., 
who  will  arrange  for  tickets,  boats,  baits,  &c.  The 
following  fishing  reports  were  made  : Mr.  C.  Short,  at 
Ellesmere,  nineteen  trout,  weighing  14jlb. ; Mr.  Davies, 
roach,  from  Fritton  Lake ; Sir.  Bartlett,  two  perch 
from  Ponder’s  End  ; Mr.  Mignot,  a red  garnet  and  other 
fish  from  Deal;  Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers,  one  tench,  a few 
roach  and  rudd,  and  one  perch,  l^lb.  ; Mr.  Zergass,  a 
quantity  of  roach  taken  with  a fly  ; Mr.  Close,  dace  and 
bleak  with  a fly  at  St.  Neots;  Dr.  Patterson,  two  rudd 
over  21b.  each,  on  the  Ouse,  and  one  carp  of  31b. ; some 
bream  from  St.  Ives,  and  seventeen  roach  and  four  tench 
from  Brandon.  Dr.  Patterson  kindly  promised  to  set 
up  two  glass  cases  with  fish’s  teeth  for  the  society,  and 
Mr.  Norman  (hon.  librarian)  presented  a copy  of 
“Couch’s  Sea  Fishes”  for  the  library,  and  in  both 
cases  votes  of  thanks  were  recorded. — James  Tayler. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop  s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — Our 
match  at  Cheshunt  on  Sept.  16,  resulted  in  only  two 
prizes  being  taken  ; 1st,  by  Mr.  W.  Els  worthy,  jack  ; 2nd 
by  Mr.  E.  Earp,  roach.  Those  prizes  remaining  over 
are  to  be  fished  off  on  Sept.  30.  Competitors  to  go  where 
they  please,  but  not  to  leave  town  until  Sunday  morning. 
All  fish  to  weigh.  Heaviest  gross  to  take  first  choice. 
Further  particulars  at  clubhouse. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— Not  many  fish 
to  report  this  week,  myself  bringing  up  a ljice  show  of 
bream.  In  our  match  at  Burnt  Mill  only  two  prizes  were 
taken,  as  follows : Mr.  Bagshaw,  jun.,  1st.  ; Mr.  Bag- 
shaw,  sen.,  2nd.  Our  next  return  visit  will  take  place 
on  Oct.  1,  when  I hope  we  shall  get  agood  attendance  of 
clubs.  Our  next  match  for  prizes  takes  place  on 
Sept.  30.— C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  Globe,  Upper  Tol- 
lington-road,  Isledon-road,  N. — Our  members  had  an 
outing  at  St.  Neots,  on  Sept.  16,  but  met  with  very 
indifferent  sport.  The  celebrated  roaoh,  weighing 
31b.  5oz.,  and  another  case  of  three  others,  weigh- 
ing 71b.  2oz.,  caught  by  Dr.  G.  T.  Penny,  one  of 
our  members,  is  now  in  our  clubroom,  and  wo  shall  be 
pleased  to  show  same  to  any  brother  angler  who  cares 
to  give  us  a look  up  any  Wednesday  or  Sunday  evening. 
Members  will  please  note  that  a general  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday  evening  next,  for  special  business, 
and  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — We  had  a 
fair  attendance  of  members  on  Tuesday  last,  and  a good 
amount  of  business  transacted.  The  balance-sheet  for 
the  last  quarter  was  submitted,  and  the  auditors’  report 
considered  satisfactory;  ,£1  Is.  was  voted  to  the 
Preservation  and  Restocking  Fund.  R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-stroet,  W. — On  Sopt.  16  Messrs.  Hans- 
ford, Pope,  and  Bookott  weighed-in  roach  and  daco  from 
the  Thames.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  W.  J.  Nioholls  was 
eleotod  a working  member.  Tuosday  next  will  be 


September  22,  1894] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


299 


quarterly  night,  and  all  members  not  clearing  the  books 
will  be  fined,  according  to  rule. — Snap. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  the  following  gentlemen  have  reported  takes  of 
fish  : Mr.  Cheshire,  a jack  of  61b.  10oz.,  and  Messrs.  R. 
and  F.  Seyfang,  roach.  We  were  enrolled  with  the 
Anglers’  Association  on  the  17th. — F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Sept.  16  the  following 
had  fish : Mr.  Wellsted,  roach;  Mr.  E.  Challis,  perch. 
On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Challis  in  the  chair,  a new 
member  was  proposed.  We  fish  a match  at  Cookham 
on  Sept.  30  ; all  to  go  by  the  first  train  from  Paddington, 
so  to  do  that  we  are  arranging  to  have  a brake  to  take 
us  down  to  the  station  in  the  morning  and  come  for  us 
at  night. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  — As  already 
announced,  the  members  will  compete  for  five  special 
prizes  on  the  30th  inst.,  at  Ware,  full  particulars  of  the 
prizes  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  Mr.  J.  Poole 
weighed-in  bream  on  the  16th. — H.  B. 

lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association.— Since 
last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Carter, 
barbel,  dace,  and  gudgeon,  1Mb.  6oz.  ; Mr.  Mason, 
roach  (one  fish,  14Joz.) ; Mr.  Kirk,  roach;  Mr.  F.  New- 
combe,  roach ; Mr.  A.  Newcombe,  chub  and  dace  ; and 
Mr.  Burton,  roach.  We  fish  for  three  prizes  in  the 
Association  water  at  Esher  on  Sept.  23.  Leave  the 
Grove  by  the  8.3  train,  or  Shepherd’s  Bush-road.  8.6,  to 
Battersea,  and  thence  by  the  8.57  from  Clapham 
Junction.— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  — On  Sept.  16  a few 
members  were  out,  the  following  showing  fish  : Mr. 
Briley,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Muscatell,  roach  ; Mr. 
White,  dace.  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  members 
on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  an  outing  for  November. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— The  fish  in  our 
Knowsley  water  are  still  in  the  sulks,  and  no  one,  expert 
or  amateur,  has  obtained  a respectable  catch  this  year. 
It  is  really  unaccountable,  and  a great  contrast  to  the 
sport  had  last  year.  Our  friendly  contest  with  a team  of 
the  St.  Helen’s  Association  (nine  a-side)  in  the  Lan- 
caster Canal  at  Galgate  resulted  thus  : St.  Helen’s  team, 
31b.  Joz. ; Liverpool  team,  21b.  2|oz.  ; the  latter  lost, 
therefore  by  14oz.  It  was  really  deplorable  to  see  the 
large  number  of  undersized  fish  taken  and  retained.  Mr. 
W.  Cox,  our  premier  taxidermist,  is  setting  up  a splendid 
201b.  pike  from  Grasmere  Lake.  A very  fine  lot  of 
bream  and  roach  were  had  last  week  from  a Cheshire 
mere  by  two  of  our  members. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 
Our  meeting  on  Monday  last  was  well  attended,  and 
along  with  other  business  it  was  decided  to  have  a 
match  in  the  canal  at  Mollington  on  Sept.  30,  when  the 
society  will  give  a sum  of  money  along  with  other 
moneys  to  be  divided  into  prizes.  The  above  meeting 
was  adjourned  until  Monday,  Sept.  24. — J.  Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — Nineteen  members  attended  the  peg-down 
match  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  Saturday.  Very  few  fish 
were  taken,  the  water  being  much  too  clear,  conse- 
quently the  match  was  postponed.  Afterwards  the 
party  adjourned  to  the  Rose  and  Crown  (Mr.  R.  J. 
Foxall)  at  Stanstead,  where  a pleasant  two  hours  was 
spent.  We  fish  a match  at  Langford  Hall  Fishery  on 
Oct.  6 from  3 to  5.30  p.m. — J.  E.  Griffiths. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — Mr.  F.  Swann 
has  been  having  fine  sport  with  the  dace  at  Hertford, 
having  taken  over  41b.  with  the  fly  in  two  days  (7in. 
dace).  Several  other  members  have  been  out,  but  met 
with  poor  sport.  I hope  members  will  show  up  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  I have  some  prizes  to  be  fished  for. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road. — On  Thursday  last  (Sept.  20)  we  had  a good 
muster  of  members  consequent  on  the  competition  in 
the  club  water  at  Colnbrook.  As  a result  Mr.  M.  C. 
Marshall  was  declared  first  prize  winner,  Mr.  C.  Davis 
second,  Mr.  W.  H.  Crisp  third,  and  Mr.  Pugh  fourth. 
The  new  rule  fixing  the  opening  time  of  ordinary 
meetings  to  be  9 p.m.  and  closing  time  11  p.m.  was 
unanimously  accepted. — A.  E.  B. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
Bow. — We  fish  a pegged-down  match  on  Sept.  23,  at 
Waltham,  for  three  10s.  prizes,  and  Mr.  H.  Avis,  of  the 
King’s  Arms,  has  kindly  given  us  another  prize  to  fish 
for.  All  members  to  start  by  the  first  train  on  the 
morning,  and  commence  fishing  at  9 a.m.  and  leave  off 
at  5.30  p.m. ; one  rod  only  ; jack  barred. — J.  H.  H. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms. — The  last  three  weeks  we  have  not  had  many 
fish  weighed-in.  Messrs.  Neville,  Talbot,  and  Whit- 
taker have  had  a few  nice  perch  from  the  Rye  House. 
On  the  30th  inst.  we  fish  for  six  prizes  in  the  Lea 
between  Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret’s  Bridges.  All 
members  to  start  by  first  train  from  Liverpool-street. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A few  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
16th.  The  following  were  successful ; Mr.  Hopton, 
roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Carter,  jack  ; Mr.  Thompson, 
roach ; Mr.  Dew,  roach  ; Mr.  Yyle,  roach.  A roving 
match  will  take  place  on  the  30th  inst.  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Oxford-street.  E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  16th  inst.  Messrs.  W.  G.  Creasey  and  B. 
Wilton  weighed-in  a splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
T.  Tozer,  roach ; C.  Pfleger,  roach  ; and  W.  Russell, 
roach.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that  our  next 
quarterly  meeting  takes  place  on  the  26th  inst.,  when  I 
hope  there  will  be  a good  attendance,  as  we  want  to 
arrange  for  a prize  outing. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — During  the  week  Messrs.  Bouffler  and 


Mares  weighed-in  nearly  601b.  of  roach  from  the  Yare. 
Mr.  F.  Dove  won  the  first  Amborley  prize,  Mr.  Little, 
second  ; Messrs.  A.  Chapman,  C.  Chapman,  and  Can- 
having  a few  jack  and  roach.  All  members  must  attend 
on  Tuesday  next  being  quarterly  night,  and  some  very 
important  business  to  be  done  ; please  do  not  fail  to 
attend  early.— W.  Elboukn. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Harper-street, 
Kent-road. — Our  next  competition  will  be  a roving  one 
on  Sept.  30,  when  I hope  all  members  will  bring  up  a 
good  show  of  fish,  and  take  all  prizes.  There  are  five 
good  ones  to  go  for. — T.  H.  Mitchell. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.— There  was  only 
a moderate  show  on  Sept.  16  as  follows  : Mr.  Robins, 
bream  ; King,  roach  ; Haynes,  tench  and  roach  ; and 
one  bream  by  Mr.  Wheeler  of  31b.  lOJoz.  Mr.  Sweatman 
was  proposed  as  a fishing  member,  and  will  be  balloted 
for  on  Monday  next. — W.  B. 

Prince  Regent  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Globe-road,  E. — Mr.  J.  Hook,  one  of  our  members,  has 
secured  a very  handsome  trout  from  the  Lea,  5Jlb.,  and 
it  has  been  sent  for  preservation. — S.  W.  Hawkins. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  la,  Chapel-street,  W. — 
Very  poor  sport  was  witnessed  at  our  match  on  the  16th, 
as  only  the  first  prize  was  taken,  Mr.  Butterworth  being 
the  winner  with  roach.  The  remaining  three  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  as  soon  as  the  committee  decide  on  a date 
and  place. — C.  H.  S. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone. 
— Most  of  our  members  were  out  on  Sept.  16,  but  had 
little  sport.  J.  Rickwood  took  some  good  roach,  and 
G.  Rickwood  some  bream.  We  made  another  hon. 
member  on  Monday. — R.  G.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  the  13th  inst.  we  took  our  return 
visit  on  the  Central,  twenty  clubs  answered  the  roll. 
Mr.  Blackman  occupied,  faced  by  Mr.  Burwash.  The 
songs  rendered  were  well  chosen,  and  of  the  very  highest 
order.  Mr.  Wade  was  present  and  opened  our  T.  A. P.S. 
box,  which,  as  Mr.  Wade  stated,  showed  the  useful 
amount  of  12s.  On  the  16th  inst.  the  following  were 
; successful,  viz.,  Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Harris,  jun., 

I Hughes,  sen.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  next 
I meeting  night  to  settle  another  outing.— G.  Gibbons. 
St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— Our  outing  to 
Marlow  on  the  16th  mst,  was  not  a success,  as  only  two 
j prizes  being  taken.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending 
; on  Wednesday  next,  as  there  is  some  very  important 
! business  to  be  settled. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Luke’s  Angling  Society,  White  Bear, 
King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke's. — On  Sept.  16 
we  had  a fair  show  of  fish  by  the  following  gentlemen  : 
Mr.  J.  Connolly,  jack ; Mr.  D.  Davies,  perch ; Mr. 
Knowlson,  with  jack,  perch,  and  roach;  Mr.  J.  Ryan, 
with  perch  and  bream.  Members  are  reminded  that 
Oct.  2 will  be  quarterly  night. — G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Wink 
and  G.  Ballinger  audited  the  books  and  found  them 
correct  and  having  a good  balance  in  hand.  The  two 
books  of  tickets  re  C.  Watling’s  benefit  duly  received ; 
all  members  have  promised  their  support.  On  the  23rd 
we  fish  a roving  match  at  Amberley  (Central  waters 
only)  for  seven  prizes.  Silver  cup  given  by  our  worthy 
host,  first  prize,  and  six  club  money  prizes,  and  I shall 
be  pleased  to  see  all  the  members  compete  for  them.  All 
must  go  down  on  the  morning  (either  Victoria  or 
London  Bridge).  On  the  16th  Mr.  Austay  had  some 
good  roach  and  bream,  largest  roach  lib.  3oz. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  72,  Grafton-street. — The  following  members  had 
fish  on  Sept.  16:  Messrs.  North,  bream  and  roach, 

151b.  7ioz. ; J.  Wright,  bream  and  roach,  91b.  lljoz. ; 
and  Petrie,  21b.  3joz.  roach.  Our  return  visit  takes 
place  on  Monday,  Oct.  8,  on  the  Central  Visiting  List, 
notice  of  which  will  be  sent  to  the  secretaries.  Members 
will  kindly  note  that  quarterly  night  is  on  Oct.  3 next. 

Sons  of  Neptune  Angling"  Society,  Cambridge 
Tavern,  Great  Yarmouth. — The  inaugural  angling  con- 
test took  place  on  the  Kith  inst.  at  Stracey  Arms,  with 
the  following  result : first  prize,  E.  B.  Baker ; second, 
S.  Layton  ; third,  W.  Plane ; fourth,  H.  J.  Lacey ; 
fifth,  R.  Chapman ; sixth,  J.  George ; seventh,  E. 
Holmes;  eighth,  R.  Bammant ; ninth,  A.  Denton.  Mr. 
S.  Blake  was  umpire.  Thanks  to  the  numerous  gentle- 
men who  have  contributed  to  our  prize  fund.  A salt 
water  match  will  take  place  on  Oct.  14. — J.  W.  Boast. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Our  members 
fished  at  Ashurst  on  Sept.  16  last,  but  no  prizes  were 
taken,  so  members  can  go  “ roving”  on  Sept.  23  for  the 
prizes  outstanding.  We  intend  to  compete  in  the  Club 
Union  Angling  competition  at  West  Drayton. — A.  G.  S. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List. — 
A return  visit  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  on  the  18th,  and  I am  very  please  1 to  say,  proved 
a great  success,  for  the  harmony  was  good  and  so  was  the 
attendance.  On  calling  the  roll,  the  secretary  of  the 
list  stated  he  had  received  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Knight, 
vice  president,  expressing  his  regret  at  being  unable  to 
be  present  through  ill  health.  The  following  twenty- 
six  clubs  responded  to  the  call : — Second  Surrey, 
Rodney,  South  London,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Peckham 
Brothers,  United  Brothers,  Anglers’  Pride,  Grange, 
St.  Albans,  Waggoners,  Blackfriars,  St.  George’s,  South 
Bermondsey,  North  Lambeth  and  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Golden  Barbel,  Great  Northern  Brothers,  Hoxton 
Brothers,  Brunswick  Brothers,  Royal  George,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Albert  Piscatorials.  Seymour  Brothers, 
Silver  Trout,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  and  New  Albion. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Second  Surrey. — Alf.  Conn. 




Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney.  —Tho  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Sept.  16  : Mr.  Morgan,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  West, 
roach  ; Mr.  Chamberlin,  dace. — G,  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorne- 
road,  Hammersmith. — On  the  16th,  Mr.  Carpenter 
weighed-in  a specimen  roach  ; Mr.  Hare,  show  of  roach. 
Our  return  visit  on  the  19th  was  well  attended  ; thirteen 
clubs  were  represented,  there  was  plenty  of  good  songs 
and  all  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves  thoroughly.  Mr 
Harris  attended  and  opened  the  Anglers’  Bene  v- dent  box, 
finding  13s.  6d.  therein.  A competition  for  club  prizes 
is  arranged  to  take  place  on  Sept.  30,  at  King’s  Langley. 

United  Brothers  (Deptford).— Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  Sept.  16,  with  the  following 
result : Mr.  J.  Payne,  roach  ; J.  Steer,  roach  ; J.  Oakley, 
chub;  C.  Wilderspin,  dace  ; J.  Martin  weighed-m.  The 
members  have  decided  to  fish  for  the  rest  of  the  given 
prizes  on  October  7. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Our  members  were  out  in  full  force  on 
the  16th  inst.  The  following  had  fish  : Mr.  A.  Pain, 
roach,  dace,  perch ; Mr.  Martin,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Betts,  dace ; J.  Russ,  roach  and  dace ; J.  J. 
Russ,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  Our  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a good  atten- 
dance ; Mr.  W.  Hawson  in  the  chair.  Several  prizes 
have  been  added  to  our  prize  list  lately,  including  another 
specimen. — H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms. — The  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  : Messrs.  Edwards,  31b. ; 
Saville,  Lapwood,  Simmons,  Shambrooke,  Dazwell,  our 
host,  Harry  Avis,  Williams,  Baker,  and  Beach,  small 
takes.  We  fish  in  Avis’s  competition  on  Sept. 
23,  all  fish  taken  to  count  for  our  own  prizes  given  by 
the  News  of  the  World  and  Pearson’s  Weekly.  Members 
are  requested  to  make  a note  of  Friday  next,  Sept.  27, 
which  is  quarterly  night.  Smoking  concert  on  Sept.  23. 
Match  away  Oct.  6. — A.  B.  Beach. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s-park. — On  Sept.  12,  Mr. 
Mugford  weighed-in  51b.  12oz.  roach,  also  one  jack, 
31b.  9oz. ; Mr.  Clarkson,  lib.  lloz.,  roach,  also  a fine  chub, 
21b.  6oz.  Sept.  26  quarterly  night  and  our  half-yearly 
distribution  of  prizes,  when  we  hope  for  a good  muster 
of  members  ; 9 o’clock  sharp. — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Wal- 
worth, S E.. — On  Wednesday,  Sept.  19,  we  fished  a peg- 
down  match  at  Esher,  the  River  Mole  Association  water. 
Ten  members  competed,  and  no  one  got  sizeable  fish 
according  to  our  standard,  that  is,  roach  8in.,  bream 
12in.,  and  perch  9in.  All  the  fish  were  returned  to  the 
water  except  one — a bream  taken  by  Mr.  Griffin,  and 
when  shown  at  the  club  to  be  weighed-in  was  found 
to  be  just  a shade  under  the  mark,  and  cost  him  Id. 
On  Thursday,  Oct.  11,  we  hold  our  first  smoking  con- 
cert of  the  season.  Full  particulars  will  be  duly  an- 
nounced anon.  Committee  meeting  next  Wednesday, 
8.30  sharp.— C.  Hebble. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — A special  meeting 
will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  27,  when  I hope  all  members  will  attend,  as  it  is 
on  important  matters. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Sept.  16  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in : Mr.  F.  Seal,  jack  and  bream, 

41b.  3oz.  ; Mr.  J.  W.  Lloyd,  111b.  9£oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  T. 
Lindsell,  2lb.  ll^oz.  of  roach.  I hope  our  members  will 
not  forget  our  match  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  30. — R.  L. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  but  only  three  weighed-in,  as  under  : 
Messrs.  W.  E.  Mathews,  roach  and  dace ; W.  G. 
Northam,  roach  and  bream  ; F.  Hicks,  roach,  the  takes 
being  small.  Will  all  members  kindly  take  notice  of 
quarter  night  on  26th  inst. — P.  Smith. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  Jones,  roach  ; Mr. 
Head,  roach  and  dace ; Messrs.  Lane,  Stanhope,  and 
Donne  reported  having  fish  but  did  not  weigh.  The 
delegate’s  report  was  accepted,  and  the  usual  vote  of 
thanks  accorded  him. — Scribe. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Pishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents,  of  76, 
Uhancery-lane,  W.C.,  with  whom  we  have  made  arrange- 
ments that  all  inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of 
inventions  will  be  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to 
our  readers : 

16,703.  Arthur  Crookes  and  George  Arthur  Wells,  of 
Sheffield,  for  “Improvements  in  spring  gag  and 
lance  hook  disgorgers  for  fishermen.” 

16,935.  T.  Raaschon,  of  London,  for  “ An  apparatus 
which  attracts  the  fishes  to  the  place  where  the 
bait  or  other  means  for  catching  them  are,  and 
also  makes  the  bait  more  visible.” 


An  Impudent  Fraud  has  been  perpetrated  upon  a well-known 
Member  of  Parliament.  This  gentlemen  recently  entered  a small 
chemist's  establishment  in  Northampton  and  asked  for  a box  of 
Holloway’s  Pills.  A packet  was  given  to  Dim,  for  which  ho  paid, 
and  then  left  the  shop.  Having  to  leave  for  London  that  evening, 
it  was  not  until  he  was  in  the  train,  many  miles  away  from 
Northampton,  that  he  discovered  he  had  been  swindled.  Instead 
of  Holloway’s  Pills  he  found  that  a pernicious  and  worthless 
imitation  had  been  foisted  upon  him.  Of  course  the  rubbish  was 
thrown  away,  and  the  M.P.  had  to  wait  until  he  arrived  in 
London  before  he  could  get  the  genuine  article. 
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The  Great  Kastorn  Railway  Company  havo  decided  to 
issue  choap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  to  a very  largo 
number  of  places  on  their  system  at  very  greatly 
reduced  rates,  commencing  in  October  and  ending  in 
March.  These  rickets  are  cnly  available  to  the  stations 
enumerated  (seo  page  303). 

******* 

Mr.  Eldridgk  asks  mo  to  state  that  a special  train 
will  leave  London  Jiridge  for  Pulboro’  and  Amborle.v  at 
8 a m.,  in  lieu  of  (>.55,  during  the  month  of  Octobor, 
calling  at  the  usual  stations  en  route. 

******  * 

The  Westminster  Aquarium  Company  will  havo  on 
view  in  the  main  gallery  on  the  26th  inst.,  from  11  a.m. 
till  the  close,  six  trout,  caught  Dec.  13  and  18,  1893, 
varying  from  101b.  to  41b.  each,  which  have  been  con- 
signed to  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  Windsor,  from  the 
captor,  Mr.  Shury,  of  Ashburton,  New  Zealand.  Twenty- 
seven  years  ago  trout  were  unknown  in  New  Zealand, 
but  to-day  its  trout  fishing  is  the  finest  in  the  world. 
The  introduction  of  ova  from  England  began  in  Otago  in 
1867  with  ova  from  the  Thames  and  tributaries,  followed 
later  by  consignments  from  Sir  James  Maitland,  of 
Stirling,  and  others.  The  late  Francis  Francis,  of  the 
Field,  and  Dr.  Frank  Bnckland  contributing  ova  from 
the  Wey  and  Itchen.  Due  to  favourable  climatic 
conditions  and  abundance  of  food,  they  have  thriven 
wonderfully,  and  those  who  are  living,  and  who  took 
part  in  the  excellent  work,  despite  the  many  failures  at 
the  start,  must  feel  proud  when  they  see  some  of  the 
results  of  “ one  of  the  most  brilliant  experiments  in  fish 
culture.” 

******* 
Well-authenticated  instances  have  been  received 
of  New  Zealand  trout  up  to 3241b.  being  had,  and  the  angler 
who  contemplates  a trip  to  this  angler’s  paradise  should 
write  for  pamphlets  on  the  New  Zealand  trout  to  the 
Agent-General,  London.  Some  idea  of  the  enthusiasm 
of  those  who  had  the  distribution  of  fry  to  the  various 
rivers  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  one  enthusiast 
who  obtained  fifty  fry  in  1870,  at  a cost  of  <£2  per  dozen, 
carried  them  in  a bait-can  in  front  of  him  on  his  horse 
for  sixty  miles,  swimming  a river  or  two  en  route.  The 
fish  will  be  taken  out  of  the  refrigerator  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th  inst.  and  unpacked  at  the  Aquarium,  a report 
being  sent  to  New  Zealand  as  to  condition  on  arrival 
and  at  table  when  dished  up  the  next  day. 

* * * * * * * 

I am  asked  to  state  that  books  of  tickets  for  the  forth- 
coming Thames  Competition  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  (Oct. 
28),  are  ready,  and  will  be  forwarded  by  return  of  post 
on  application  to  the  bon.  see  , Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  25, 
Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

******* 

The  brace  of  trout  killed  by  Mr.  J.  Thurlow  with 
fly  in  the  Wycombe  stream  on  Wednesday  evening, 
June  13,  and  which  weighed  12£lb.  (71b.  2oz.  and  51b. 
6oz.),  have  been  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper,  of  Holborn, 
and  are  now  on  view  for  a week  or  two  at  Messrs. 
Farlow’s,  Strand. 

******* 

Mr.  Everard  Ripley,  naturalist,  of  Richmond, 
writes  : “ My  brother  and  myself,  fishing  with  ‘ Block  ’ 
Benn  at  Hampton  on  Sept.  16,  had  splendid  sport 
amongst  the  gudgeon.  During  the  afternoon  and 
evening  we  took  no  less  than  ten  dozen  (120).  There 
were  a few  dace  and  bleak  among  them.  They  were 
decidedly  ‘ on  (he  feed,’  and  we  only  tried  two  swims  off 
Garrick’s  Eyot.  At  the  same  time  I landed  a perch 
which  weighed  lib.  2oz.  He  was  evidently  preying  on 
the  gudgeon,  for  on  dissection  I found  five  in  his 
stomach.  The  fish  was  a male.  His  dimensions  were 
12-jin.  long  and  8|in.  in  girth.” 

To  plead  “ ignorance  of  the  law  ” is  sometimes  con- 
sidered a crime.  A certain  gentleman,  who  was  a better 
fisherman  than  a marksman,  took  out  a licence  to  shoot 
grouse.  The  licence  said  “ Aug.  12.”  On  Aug.  12  he 
shot.  But  unfortunately  the  “ twelfth  ” happened  to  be 
the  Sabbath,  or  Sunday.  A small  fine  put  matters 
straight,  and  now  I hear  that  he  will  wait  for  the 
“ thirteenth  ” before  he  has  another  try  at  the  grouse. 
A recent  bye-law  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  makes  the 
practice  of  trailing  from  boats  a crime.  To  this  I make 
no  demur,  for  it  was  most  decidedly  unsportsmanlike, 
and  did  more  to  depopulate  or  deplete  our  rivers  than 
was  generally  known.  The  authorities  (the  Conserva- 
tors of  the  Thames)  have  made  it  very  generally  known 
that  offenders  would  be  prosecuted.  In  spite  of  this 
publicity,  certain  gentlemen  have  been  summoned  to 
attend  before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  “ show  cause,” 
&e.,  why  they  did  on  a certain  day,  &c.,  “ trail  ” from 
a boat  or  boats,  &e.  I sincerely  hope  it  may  be  proved 
that  the  crime  of  which  they  are  charged  was  committed 
in  ignorance,  and  that  they  will  not  forget  “ Preserva- 
tion Week.” 

******* 

People  who  love  them  affect  to  believe  that  it  is  only 
the  cheapness  of  the  vulgar  herring  which  excludes  it 
from  the  dietary  of  the  epicure.  Actually,  they  say, 
this  is  the  most  delicate  of  fishes.  Even  salted  it  may 
be  relished,  while  kippered  it  is  a dainty  course.  And 
fresh  it  is  a dish  to  set  before  a king.  It  ought  to  be 
fresh,  though.  When  it  is  not  there  are  indications  of 
the  fact  too  striking  to  be  missed  by  anybody  but  a 
hungry  Wolverhampton  commercial  clerk.  He,  though 
warned  of  the  peril  run,  persisted  in  getting  outside  a 
two-eyed  steak,  the  ancient  and  fish-like  smell  of  which 
did  not  offend  his  nostrils  as  it  did  those  of  his  house- 
hold. He  paid  tho  penalty  of  ineensibility  with  his  life. 
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Rotten  fish  ranks  amongst  tho  most  racking  of  deadly 
poisons.  Prudent  people  will  give  any  suspicion  of  it  a 
wido  berth.  The  Lumet  says  so. 

• •*•••• 

“ Rather  bad  nows  for  the  anglers,  but  good  for  onr 
Hebrew  brethren  of  Petticoat-lane,”  says  the  Finking 
Gazette,  of  Feb.  1,  13"o.  “Over  three  tons  of  roach 
and  bream  were  taken  from  the  Arun  daring  tho  week. 
This  I am  credibly  informed  has  been  done  more  particu- 
larly that  the  anglers  should  meet  with  poor  sport  and 
stop  tho  influx  of  tho  Pulborough  and  Amberloy 
excursionists.” 

******* 

Mr.  H.  S.  Harland,  writing  from  Brighton  to  the 
Morning  Post  on  boating  fatalities,  says  the  deplorable 
loss  of  life  that  has  recently  taken  place — notably  in  More- 
cambe  Bay — snrely  calls  for  preventive  measures,  and  he 
would  suggest  that  “ the  powers  that  be  ” should  compel 
all  licensed  boatmen  to  carry  a sufficient  number  of  cork 
stuffed  cushions  (with  loops  of  rope  attached)  and  life- 
buoys, &c.,  equal  to,  or  rather,  more  than  equal  to,  the 
flotation  of  as  many  people  as  the  boats  are  licensed  to 
carry.  The  cushions,  &c.,  should  of  course  be  all  loose 
and  not  lashed. 

******* 

The  Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch  gives  a sketch  of 
a peculiarly-shaped  head  of  a trout  caught  by  Mr.  D. 
Duncan,  of  the  Fife  Herald  and  Journal,  in  the  river 
Eden,  a little  to  the  east  of  Cupar,  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  4 : “ Old  anglers  in  the  locality  say  they  havo 
never  seen  anything  like  it.  Mr.  Duncan  has  angled 
on  the  river  for  over  twenty  years,  and  never  came 
across  such  a curiosity.  The  trout  was  caught  with 
bait.  The  head  has  the  appearance  of  having  been 
crushed  or  bitten  on  the  upper  part  at  some  period, 
and  bears  a certain  comical  resemblance  to  the 
face  of  some  human  prize-fighters  ” I am  indebted 
to  a valued  correspondent  < (Mr.  W.  V.  Turnbull,  of 
Portobello)  for  this  item,  but  can  assure  him  that  only 
a few  months  ago  (as  also  a few  years  ago)  the  following 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  : 

“ Deformed  Trout. 

“Sir, — I send  you  a small  trout,  the  top  jaw  and 
nostrils  of  which  seem  to  have  grown  or  been  knocked 
into  its  mouth.  How  it  has  managed  to  live  seems  a 


mystery.  It  was  taken  by  Mr.  Adeshead,  of  Bentley 
Hall,  near  here,  whilst  getting  store  fish  from  a hole  in 
Bentley  Brook. — We  are,  &c.,  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster.” 
“ [Examples  of  this  kind  are  not  at  all  uncommon.  A 
similar  instance  was  recorded  not  long  since,  when  the 
above  sketch  appeared  in  the  Gazette.” — Ed.] 
******* 

A trout  weighing  51b.  8oz.  taken  from  the  Lea  at 
Dobb’s  Weir  on  Sept.  16,  by  Mr.  J.  Hook,  of  the 
Prince  Regent  Angling  Society,  has  been  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Hesse  for  preservation,  who  says  that  he  found 
three  hooks  in  it3  month.  Was  Mr.  Hook’s  hook  one  of 
the  three?  It  certainly  appears  that  this  five-and-a 
half-pounder  was  one  of  those  fish  which  some  time  or 
other  “ got  away.” 

******  * 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bart.,  M.P.,  will  write  on  “ Dry 
Fly  Fishing  ” in  the  October  number  of  the  New  Review. 
******* 

Mr.  A.  Newham,  keeper  of  Wimbledon  Park  Lake,  is 
about  to  fish  the  Medway  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
next  (Sept.  26  and  27).  Any  friends  caring  to  join  him 
may  do  so.  He  starts  from  Victoria  Station  on  Tuesday 
evening  ; fare  5s.  return,  returning  Thursday  evening. 
Communications  should  reach  him  first  post  on  Monday 
morning  previous,  and  particulars  of  train,  &c.,  will  be 
sent.  Mr.  Newham  is  well  acquainted  with  the  swims. 
******* 

Writind  from  the  Life  Boat  Inn,  North  End,  Deal, 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  May  say  that  the  weather  is  very 
favourable  for  sport,  and  that  on  Sept.  15  they  took  ten 
score  of  whiting  and  cod  (mostly  whiting). 

******* 

The  Cosy  Angling  Club  (recently  formed)  meets  every 
Tuesday  evening  at  the  Cosy  Coffee  House,  156,  Horse- 
ferry-road,  Westminster,  from  8 30  till  10.30,  where  new 
members  may  be  enrolled.  Mr.  F.  Ross  is  tho  hon.  sec. 
******* 

The  rector  was  as  good  a sportsman  as  ever  flicked  a 
fly.  But  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  put  on  his 
hat  and  talk  a bit  seriously  to  the  angler  who  not  only 
fished  prohibited  water  within  sight  of  his  study  window, 
but  fished  it  on  a Sunday.  After  a very  kindly  exhorta- 
tion, which  I need  not  repeat,  he  said,  “ Young  man,  are 
you  prepared  ? ” The  young  man,  who  appeared  to  be 
lost  in  thought,  suddenly  exclaimed,  “ Prepared ! Well, 
I have  taken  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  regularly  every  week 
for  some  considerable  time,  and  am  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  tho  tackle-makers,  and  rod-makers, 
and  bait  manufacturers,  and  my  room  is  full  up  with 
every  modern  contrivance.  If  I am  not  ‘ propared,’  I 
should  like  to  know  who  is  1” 


[September  22,  1894 


There  is  a “standing”  lino  under  the  heading  of 
Correspondence”  to  the  effect  that  “we  do  not  hold 
ourselves  responsible  for  tho  opinions  expressed  by  our 
correspondents.”  The  same  bolds  good  with  respect  to 
reports  from  rivers,  Ac..  both  by  professional  men  and 
visitors.  It  is  impossible  to  verify  them.  In  the  corres- 
pondence columns  Mr.  Wilkinson  says  “ I believe 
exaggerated  reports  do  professional  rnen  more  harm 
than  good.”  Of  course  they  do.  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Wheeley.  both  last  week  and  this,  gives  some  “ eye- 
openers.”  The  truth  is  the  b<st,  and  will  prevail. 
Mr.  Bolt  maintains  that  under  skilful  guidance  “large 
takes”  are  not  exceptional.  The  discussion  now 
going  on  may  bo  the  means  of  reliable  reports  only  being 
sent  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  the  future. 

• ••*••• 

Under  date  Sept.  16,  “Tempo”  in  Reynolds'  News- 
paper  says:  “The  important  question  as  to  whether 
the  reports  concerning  the  takes  of  fish  on  the  Thames 
can  be  relied  upon  is  debated  in  this  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette.  One  or  two  writers  disbelieve  tho  enormous 
captures  which  have  been  reported  to  be  made.  This 
subject  has  on  previous  occasions  given  rise  to  discus- 
sion, and  no  doubt  we  shall  soon  hear  that  the  publica- 
tion of  such  accounts  are  stopped  unless  they  can  be 
verified.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  very  exaggerated 
reports  receive  a prominence  which  they  do  not  deserve, 
and  most  Thames  anglers  take  them  in  this  light.  Of 
course,  when  the  name  of  the  angler  is  given,  this  gives 
a corroboration  of  the  report,  but  when  twenty  or  thirty 
professional  fishermen  are  each  stated  to  have  caught 
301b.  of  roach  in  two  days,  &c.,  we  know  this  cannot 
always  be  true.  The  wail  amongst  professional  fisher- 
men is  that  patrons  are  scarce,  and  in  certain  districts 
sport  is  reported  to  be  extremely  bad.” 

******* 

“ Yet  in  face  of  this  we  are  weekly  treated  to  misleading 
reports  which  have  again  called  forth  protests.  I am 
sure  the  Editor  of  tbe  F.  G.  would  not  countenance 
anything  of  this  kind  if  he  could  prove  the  fallacy  of  the 
reports  ; but  “ there’s  the  rub.”  If  reports  were  only 
given  of  the  capture  of  specimen  fish,  the  state  of 
the  water,  and  the  prospect  of  sport,  I believe  it 
would  be  more  appreciated  and  believed  than  that 
certain  professional  fishermen  or  their  customers  (no 
names  of  the  latter  are  usually  given)  had  caught  so 
many  pounds  of  fish.  There  are  certain  fishermen  I 
know  who  send  reliable  reports,  but  I also  know  others 
who  do  not  adhere  strictly  to  the  truth,  with  the  object 
of  capturing  a stray  customer  or  two.  And,  again,  I 
know  other  good  fishermen  who  do  not  send  in  reports 
at  all,  because  if  they  did  so  their  takes  would  look  small 
beside  those  of  their  confreres  in  the  same  district,  and 
the  unscrupulous  man  would,  for  obvious  reasons,  reap 
an  advantage.” 

******* 

This  is  what  the  Fishing  Gazette  said  (Feb.  8)  sixteen 
years  ago  -. — “ The  Thames. — At  Hampton  a gentleman, 
fishing  with  Thomas  Wheeler  in  the  Deep,  took  fifteen 
bream,  varying  in  weight  from  31b.  to  41b.  each. 
William  Milbourne  took  four  jack,  the  largest  weighing 
91b.,  and  two  perch,  the  largest  2pb.  At  Kingston, 
John  Johnson,  sen.,  in  one  day,  one  jack  of  81b.,  two  of 
51b.  each,  three  of  31b.  each,  and  six  perch  ; and  another 
day  two  jack  and  thirteen  perch.  A few  roach  have 
been  caught  at  the  railway  bridge.  John  Johnson,  jun., 
in  the  tideway,  seven  dozen  of  fine  dace.  Three  of  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  fishing  in  some 
private  water,  took  eighteen  jack,  weighing  together 
over  901b.,  all  very  equal  in  size,  pretty  well  fed  fish, 
and  nothing  over  71b.  They  were  mostly  taken  on  gut 
paternoster,  for  they  did  not  come  on  the  feed,  and 
wanted  a lot  of  finding.  Several  fish  were  lost  through 
using  such  light  tackle,  but  no  large  ones.  Fishing  still 
continues  good  at  Monkey  Island.  Three  gentlemen, 
now  staying  at  the  Hotel,  had  some  excellent  sport 
among  the  roach,  chub,  and  jack.  Mr.  Thomas  James, 
of  High-street,  Whitechapel,  had  a splendid  basket  of 
chub.  Several  of  them  were  over  4lb. ; also  some  nice 
jack.  Mr.  Lord  and  Mr.  Christie,  while  fishing  with  R. 
Plummer,  jun.,  a very  fine  take  of  roach  and  four  jack, 
and  a splendid  sample  of  chub,  weighing  over  201b.  The 
chub  have  been  remarkably  on  the  feed,  for  during  the 
last  fortnight  there  has  been  ovei;  1801b.  weight  taken 
from  the  boughs  round  Monkey  Island,  with  greaves 
and  pith.  Water  in  good  condition  for  all  round 
fishing. 

**••**• 

Weather  bad  ; fishing  wuss ; 

Gillies  mad  ; anglers  cuss. 
******* 

“ Oh,  tell  me  where  is  fancy  bread  ! ” Why  should 
I tell  you?  Certainly  not  in  London.  Go  out  fishing 
more  often.  Besides  I never  eat  bread — that  is,  if  I can 
help  it.  I was  lately  at  a “ fishing  resort  ” where  the 
thrifty  landlord  lived  on  vegetables,  and  what  bread  the 
hungry  anglers  could  not,  or  did  not,  consume,  he  made 
into  playthings  for  the  baby.  “ You  see,”  he  remarked 
to  me,  “ they  never  break  or  wear  out.” 

• * * , ii«  , • * * 

Goldfish  are  of  Chinese  origin. 

*****  * * 

In  answer  to  “Ancient  Briton,”  Thanks  for  the 
“ Poerty,”  but  the  Editor  would  be  sure  to  see  it ; and, 
as  he  knows  your  handwriting,  you  might  not  oare  to 
meet  him  on  a dark  night.  Not  only  that,  I am  really 
not  a bit  too  strong  myself.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
“ Just  sole-and-heel  it  for  me  but  when  you  start — 
First,  that  dainty  dish  called  cockles, 

Beluvod  by  all— likewise  Sophoelos  ; 
it  may  bo  considered  “ fishy  ” poetry;  and  yet,  again,  it 
may  not.  Dragnet, 
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ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

Monthly  Delegate  Meeting. 

The  delegates  met  on  Monday  last,  the  17th  inst.,  in 
great  force,  as  a very  busy  evening  had  been  anticipated 
and  was  fully  realised.  The  president  (Mr.  P.  Geen) 
occupied  the  chair.  After  the  preliminary  business  had 
been  disposed  of,  Mr.  Manning  gave  a very  graphic 
report  of  the  netting  of  J.  Hamilton  Fox,  Esq.’s  lake  at 
HoUydale,  Heston,  Kent,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  weeds  and  beautiful  water-lilies 
had  been  previously  cut  by  the  association’s  agents  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  netting.  As  the  water  was  being 
drained  off,  the  fish  naturally  sought  cover  in  the  uncut 
portion  ; so  that  at  5 p.m.  it  appeared  that  the  netting 
would  prove  a failure,  as  only  five  carp  had  been 
fecured,  but  by  the  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Fox, 
who  used  a landing  net,  and  Messrs.  Manning  and 
Malby,  who  were  then  in  charge  of  the  operations,  by 
8 p.m.,  110  splendid  carp  had  been  secured,  averaging 
from  21b.  to  41b.  each.  These  have  all  been  transferred 
to  the  Rye  House  Fishery,  and  Mr.  Ghurney  has  since 
visited  the  Lea  and  reported  that  none  of  the  fish  had 
turned  up  as  far  as  he  could  discover  or  ascertain. 
Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  Mr.  J.  H. 
Fox  for  his  kindness  in  permitting  and  assisting  in  this 
netting,  and  to  Messrs.  Manning  and  Malby  for  so 
successfully  carrying  it  out.  Mr.  Seyfang,  the  secretary 
of  a new  society,  viz.,  the  Insurance  Piscatorial,  applied 
for  enrolment.  This  is  an  entirely  new  departure  in 
club  angling  life,  as  its  members  must  be  connected 
with  insurance  or  be  friends  of  those  who  are.  It 


starts  with  twenty-five  members,  who  at  present 
meet  at  the  Royal  Insurance  Company.  Its  enrol- 
ment was  appropriately  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker, 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Field,  and  carried  unanimously. 
After  its  enrolment,  Mr.  Seyfang  handed  in  a 
collecting  box  with  subscriptions  therein  on  behalf  of 
the  General  Preservation  Fund,  so  that  it  has  com- 
menced its  official  life  in  a highly  commendable  manner. 
The  visiting  officers  next  gave  their  reports.  Mr. 
Manning  had  a very  big  and  successful  reception  at  the 
Hoxton  Brothers,  where  twenty-two  clubs  were  repre- 
sented’ he  had  also  visited  the  Havelock,  where 
members  from  nine  clubs  responded.  Mr.  Thorling  had 
attended  the  Wenlock  Angling  Society,  which  had  a 
good  muster  from  ten  clubs  ; the  harmony  was  especially 
enjoyable.  Mr.  Harris,  at  the  Rose  and  Crown  Angling 
Society  had  a successful  meeting,  nineteen  clubs  being 
represented ; 11s.  was  collected  from  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Box.  Mr.  Field  reported  that  he  had  visited 
Langford  as  he  bad  been  instructed,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Ghurney,  and  they  had  interviewed  Mr.  Lomas, 
and  ascertained  that  Mr.  Barrett  dug  the  mill  stream 
there  on  his  own  ground,  so  that  this  association 
had  the  exclusive  right  to  the  fishery.  Two  notice 
boards  will  be  fixed  here  within  a week,  after  which, 
any  person  other  than  a member  of  this  associa- 
tion will  be  prosecuted.  A person  purporting  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Central  Association  had  his  ticket  seized 
whilst  fishing  this  water  by  one  of  our  bailiffs.  The 
rightful  owner  of  such  ticket  was  summoned  to  attend  ; 
he  did  so,  and  completely  explained,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  present,  that  he  had  lost  a pocket-book  some  time 


ago  in  which,  amongst  other  important  matter,  his 
Central  Association  ticket  had  been  deposited,  where- 
upon his  ticket  was  returned  to  him.  A lady  angler 
having  applied  for  a railway  privilege  ticket,  the  matter 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  to  ascertain 
whether,  as  stated,  the  railway  companies  were  prepared 
to  issue  such  tickets,  and  to  report  the  result  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  association.  The  Marylebone  Angling 
Society  having  requested  that  two  of  its  members,  viz., 
Messrs.  Collins  and  Parkins,  should  be  appointed  hon. 
bailiffs  of  our  private  fisheries,  they  were  duly  elected, 
after  a short  discussion,  as  were  also  Messrs.  Pain  and 
Norris,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society.  Infor- 
mation having  been  given  the  association  that  flowers 
had  recently  been  picked  at  the  Langley  railway  station, 
the  secretary  was  requested  to  write  to  the  station 
master  there,  and  to  take  what  steps  might  be  necessary 
to  stop  such  proceedings  in  future.  Arrangements  are 
now  pending  regarding  the  netting  of  one  of  the  East 
London  reservoirs,  which  the  president  has  consented 
to  superintend.  A very  important  discussion  now 
ensued  upon  a motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Manning  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  “ That  we  give  up  our 
fishery  at  Weybridge.”  It  was  shown  that  although  our 
rent  was  only  £i  per  year  the  total  expenses  were,  on 
the  average,  about  ,£17,  and  that  during  the  nine  years 
we  had  held  this  fishery  we  had  spent  ,£152  on  it,  and 
that  owing  to  bad  management  and  other  causes  at  each 
repair  of  the  locks  large  quantities  of  fish  had  been 
stolen.  Other  speakers  pointed  ont  that  nearly  all  the 
locks  on  the  six  mile3  of  water  had  now  been  repaired  or 
renewed,  and  consequently  we  should  not  again  be 
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The  ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  is  10s.  6d.;  for  Lady  Members,  or  those  already  belonging  to  Freshwater  Angling  Clubs,  5s.  6d. 

The  Committee  will  meet  to  Elect  Members  on  the  Third  Monday  in  each  Month. 

All  Communications  to  be  addressed  to-  F.  G.  AFLALO,  Hon.  Sec.  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society, 

- 66,  Haymarket,  London.  S.W. 


THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  most  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Prices  : 

Coats.  42/-,  &c.;  K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. 
Gaiters,  10/6. 


T.IVllBEHHTtSOllS 


Write  for  “Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette ),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 

Basingstoke,  Hants; 

AND 

, 30,  Haymarket, 

J LONDON. 


Publications  issued  by  the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER  FOR  THE  HOME  AND  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE. 
PRICE  6d.,  BY  POST  6Jd. 


NEW  NUMBER  READY  NOW. 

NOTICE.-This  Week’s 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

Readers  of  Ttie  Westminster  Budget  will  remember  the  storm  of  indignation  which  was  raised 
by  Lord  Rosebery's  Derby  Triumph.  Then  came  the  repulse  at  Sandown  ; and  last  week  again  was 
victory  wrested  from  poor  LADAS  by  an  insignificant,  horse  with  the  pleboian  name  of  THROSTLE 
Can  Nemesis  be  at  work?  Who  knows?  But  at  all  events  look  at  F.  C.  Gould's  cartoon  “18!)4  ” 
—His  MOSCOW,  with  our  profoundost  apologies  to  the  Shade  of  Meissonier.  "Ah!  the  blessed 
money ! All  the  talk’s  about,  it— but  where  does  it  all  get  to?  ” a poor,  wrinkled  old  dame  was  heard 
to  ask  the  other  day.  Why,  to  the  BANK  OF  ENGLAND,  of  course.  Did  vou  not  read  in  the 
report  of  their  meeting  that  there  was  A Glut  of  Gold,  and  that  "MONEY  WAS  CHEAP  TO- 
DA\  ” ? see  our  cartoon  by  Mr.  George  Ashton.  In  the  same  spirit  are  certain  minor  events  of 
the  week,  dealt  with  by  Mr.  A.  Rackham,  “ W.  E.  C.,"  and  other  pencils,  if  you  ask  for  u little 
thrill,  read  an  absorbing  account  of  the  DODGES  OF  DIAMOND  THIEVES,  with  pi  tures  of 
Hatton  Garden  and  Diamond-dealers’  quarters  by  H.  Austin.  The  strango  case  of  Jonathan  Pinch- 
beck, who  collected  cigar  ends  tor  a good  many  years,  is  told  and  illustrated  by  Lionel  Jones.  See 
also  our  picture  of  the  COCKLESHELL,  which  has  just  come  across  the  Atlantic,  and  read  an 
interview  with  the  Bold  Adventurer  who  Sailed  Her.  In  short,  this  week’s  Westminster  Budget 
is  interesting  to  everybody.  MISS  MINNIE  CUNNINGHAM  discusses  Songs  and  the  Halls.  Mr 
Stead  continues  his  investigations  in  the  Invisible  World.  Children  will  find  pictures  of  the 
QUEEN’S  DOLLS.  Ladies  will  And  a full-page  LOVELY  EVENING  COSTUME.  The  same 
number  also  contains  a lively  Story,  Interview's,  Social  and  Theatrical  Gossip,  and  ail  the  news  of 
the  week;  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Gould  also  contributes  two  full-page  character  sketches  showing  tho 
favourite  attitudes  of  the  PRIME  MINISTER  AND  LORI)  SALISBURY  as  they  are  to  be  seen  in 
the  House  of  Lords  when  that  august  Chamber  is  sitting.  With  Interviews,  Short  Story,  the  News 
of  the  Week,  an  1 many  Illustrations.  Forty-eight  Pag-s,  and  Ic.teresting  from  cover  to  cover 

Remember  to  order  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  from  the  nearest  bookseller,  newsagent 
or  bookstall,  or  direct  from  the  publisher. 


How  to  easily  earn  A GUINE\  and  to  seiure  a Free  Cipy  of  PtC HIRE-P  JLITI03  for  a yoar 
See  this  month  s issue  of  Picture-Politics.  No.  7.  The  new  number  of  Picture-Politics  deals 
with  the  events  of  tho  month,  and  gives  portraits  of  L.  II.  Courtney,  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde 
Mr.  Chamberlain  as  “The  Man  on  the  Road,’’  tho  latest  portrait  of  Mr.  Gladstone.  Also  tliero  is 
“Something  for  Villagers"  in  the  number;  readers  too  are  told  “How  M.P.’s  Correct  their 
Speeches,’’  and  there  is  a description  of  the  evolution  of  the  ROSEBERY  SHIR  T COLLAR.  Our 
Prize  Problem  and  Poets'  Musings  fill  other  corners  in  the  number;  which,  besides  the  items  named 
contains  the  usual  monthly  supply  of  Political  Powder  and  Shot  for  all  interested  in  tho  present-day 
struggles  in  politics.  Numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  G,  full  of  up-to-date  points,  of  Picture-Politics 
are  now  obtainable  from  the  same  sources,  price  Id.  each;  by  post,  ljd.  each. 

Now  ready.  Price  Is.,  by  post  Is.  2d.  Also  an  edition  bound  in  cloth,  price  2s.  6d. 

THE  DOLLY  DIALOGUES. 

By  ANTHONY  HOPE, 

Author  of  "The  Prisoner  of  Zendn,”“Mr.  Witt’s  Widow,”  "Half  a Hero,”  &c  ReDrinted  from 
the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE,  with  Illustrations  by  Arthur  Rackham. 

*»*  All  the  above  Publications  issued  from  the  Westminster  Gazette  and  Budget  Offices  may  be 
obtained  from  any  Bookseller,  Newsagent,  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from  the  Publisher. 

Publishing  Offices:  TUDOR  STREET,  WHITEFRIARS,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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HERCULES”  GUT  CASTS, 

FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  A NO  TROUT. 

We  claim  that  by  Steepiny  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  and  softness  is  so  greatly 
increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least. 

It  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength,  but  also  durability,  as  the  Preparation 
protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 


Trade  Mare, 


This  Devon  Minnow  is  so  light  that 
it  can  be  cast  with  any  fly  rod,  and 
will  kill  in  all  states  of  the  water. 


N23571  PATENT 
FEATHER  WEIGHT  DEVON 


It  Is  equally  good  for  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout. 


The  above  can  be  obtained  from  any  good  Tackle  Dealer. 

S.  ALLCOCK  & CO Standard  Works,  REDDITCH. 

The  largest  manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  &c,,  in  the  world. 

WHOLESALE  OLTLY. 


ASK  AT  THE  LIBRARIES  AND  THE  BOOKSELLERS’ 

FOR 

"WILLIAM  BLACK’S  I R.  D.  BLACKMORE’S 


New  Novel, 


New  Story, 


HIGHLAND  COUSINS  PERLYCROSS 


(SECOND  EDITION). 


(TWELFTH  THOUSAND). 


Each  of  these  works  is  now  published  for  the  first  time  in  one  volume  at  the  popular  price  of 

Six  Shillings. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  & COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

THE  FISHER’S  DRINK. 


NICHOLS’  Sumpiscicapus  or  Reliable 

MAGNETIC  BAIT  FOR  ANGLERS. 

DIRECTIONS.—Three  tablespoonfuls  to  Ground  Bait 
for  day's  fishing.  For  Worms,  a few  drops  to  be  poured 
upon  the  moss.  A few  drops  can  be  used  in  paste  for 
Paste  fishing. 

In  Bottles , Bd.  & Is.  each;  postage  3 d.  extra. 

To  be  obtained  of 

ALMA  NICHOLS,  Practical  Angler , 
Walton  House,  STALHAM,  NORFOLK. 

Diploma  at  Norwich  Fisheries  Exhibition  1894. 
Send  for  Testimonials. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Health;  Locality,  near  the  Beit  Shops,  Ao 
Artesian  Well  Water.  Elbotbio  Light  throughout. 

moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6.80  until  8.16. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  &c. 


Ask  for  “ IVANHOE  ” when  filling 
your  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 


D.  A.  RHIND  & CO., 

LEITH,  SCOTLAND, 

AND 

69  & 70,  MAKE  LANE,  E.C. 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS, 45/-,  50/- 


21/- 


21/- 

25/- 


KING,  MALGOM,  &,  GO., 

Wader  fakers  & Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

Inventors  of  the  Improved 


SOMETHING 

NEW” 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


High 

Glass 

Waterproofs. 


FREKE  FISHING  BAC,  1879. 


(PROTECTED.) 

THE  “ PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING.” 

See  Field,  Maroh  10,  1894. 
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called  on  for  such  heavy  disbursements,  and  that  by  a 
better  system  we  might  efficiently  protect  this  fishery. 
An  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Murphy  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Thorling,  that  we  retain  this  fishery,  was  in  the 
end  unanimously  carried.  The  secretary  announced 
that  Mr.  Coventry  had  the  right  to  issue  day  and  other 
tickets  to  anglers  not  being  members  of  this  association 
for  permission  to  fish  in  his  waters.  The  treasurer  was 
instructed  to  draw  cheques  amounting  to  .£81  15s.  to 
meet  the  ordinary  quarterly  accounts.  A vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  brought  the  meeting  to  a close,  sixty- 
eight  clubs  being  represented.  Hon.  Reporter. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Saturday  to  Monday  in  the  Country. — Every 
Saturday  from  Oct.  6,  1894,  to  March  30, 1895,  inclusive, 
cheap  return  tickets  from  London  (Liverpool-street)  will 
be  issued  by  all  trains  leaving  London  (Liverpool-street) 
at  or  after  12.0  noon  to  the  undermentioned  stations, 
viz. : — 

Fares  for  the  double  journey,  3rd  Class. 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Chelmsford  

4 

0 

Saffron  Walden  ... 

4 

6 

Witham 

4 

2 

Whittlesford  

5 

0 

Braintree  

4 

10 

Long  Melford  

5 

24 

Maldon  (East  or 

Bury  St.  Edmund’s 

6 

6 

West)  

4 

3 

Glemsford 

5 

5 

Kelvedon  

4 

3 

Clare  

5 

3 

Mark’s  Tey  

4 

3 

Stoke  

5 

1 

Halstead  

4 

8.4 

Haverhill  

4 

8 

Birdbrook 

5 

6J 

Linton  

4 

4 

Sudbury 

4 

Newmarket  

5 

104 

Bury  (East  Gate)... 

6 

6 

Fordham  

5 

9 

Colchester 

4 

14 

Soham 

6 

0 

St.  Botolph’s  

4 

7 

Mildenhall 

6 

44 

Hythe 

4 

8 

Ely  

5 

114 

Manningtree 

5 

04 

Manea 

6 

4 

Bentley  

5 

4 

Sutton  

5 

8 

Hadleigh  

5 

114 

Downham  

7 

3 

Littleport 

6 

5 

Stoke  Ferry  

8 

0 

Ipswich 

5 

94 

Wolferton 

8 

8 

Stowmarket 

6 

94 

Dersingham  

8 

10 

Finningham  

7 

34 

Docking 

9 

94 

Mellis 

7 

84 

Burnham  Market.. 

10 

3 

Eye 

7 

114 

Swaffham  

9 

24 

Diss 

8 

0 

Brandon 

7 

34 

Tivetshall 

8 

54 

Thetford  

7 

64 

Forncett 

8 

9 

Wat  ton  

8 

84 

Bungay  

9 

6 

Attleborough  

8 

104 

Harieston 

8 

114 

Dereham  

9 

54 

Wood  bridge 

6 

8 

Fakenham 

9 

54 

Wickham  Market.. 

7 

14 

Wells  

10 

74 

Framlingham  

7 

8 

W/mondham  

9 

4 

Saxmundham  

7 

8 

Trowse  

9 

54 

Halesworth  

8 

54 

Norwich  (Thp.)  ... 

9 

54 

Norwich  (Vic.) 

9 

54 

Reepham  

9 

54 

Bishop’s  Stortford 

4 

6 

Aylsham  

10 

1 

Dunmow  

4 

10 

These  tickets  will  be  available  for  return  by  any  train 
on  the  Sunday,  or  by  any  train  due  to  reach  Liverpool- 
street  at  or  before  12  0 noon  on  the  Monday  following 
the  date  of  issue. — William  Birt  (General  Manager”. 


provincial  IRotea 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Sept.  13  at  the  head- 
quarters. Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  very  well 
attended,  as  upwards  of  seventy  representatives  from 
the  affiliated  societies  were  present.  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed, 
were  accepted,  with  the  exception  of  one  dealing  with 
the  Sociable  Society  holding  their  meetings  and  enrolling 
members  at  a house  other  than  the  one  at  which  the 
club  was  intended  to  be  carried  on.  This  matter 
brought  about  a very  long  discussion,  when  it  was 
resolved  by  a large  majority  that  Messrs.  Waterhouse 
and  Garner  join  the  committee  to  make  a further 
investigation  into  the  case,  and  report  to  next  meeting. 
The  minute  relating  to  a standard  size  of  fish  being 
fixed  and  recognised  by  the  Association  was  discussed, 
when  it  was  resolved  and  carried  unanimously,  “ That 
the  committee  draw  up  a scale  of  sizes  of  the  various 
classes  of  fish,  and  submit  it  to  a general  meeting  for 
their  approval.”  It  has  been  decided  to  distribute  the 
prizes  won  in  the  late  contest  on  Sept.  26  at  the  Bir- 
mingham Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  The  distribution 
will  be  preceded  by  a smoking  concert.  Several 
first-class  artists  have  been  engaged,  together  with 
the  celebrated  Corfield  family.  Commence  at  7.30 
prompt.  Chair  taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  T.  Coles. 
Angling  during  the  last  week  has  been  very  quiet ; 
although  a large  number  of  members  have  been  out  very 
little  has  been  done,  and  the  catches  have  been  very 
small  indeed.  A large  number  of  members  have  been 
out  to  the  Avon,  but  they  have  found  the  river  very 
low  and  fine,  and  as  a consequence,  very  little  sport  has 
been  had.  The  Severn  is  also  very  low,  and  very  little 
sport  as  a consequence  has  been  had.  The  trout  fishing 
which  has  not  been  very  grand  this  season  is  very  near 
its  close,  but  there  are  fine  prospects  for  a good  winter 
fishing,  as  the  river  contains  plenty  of  pike,  chub,  and 
other  coarse  fish  ; in  fact,  the  river  never  was  in  sucb 
a well-stocked  condition  for  years,  and  our  thanks  are 
due  to.  this  for  the  abolition  of  netting,  and  also  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  river.  The  canals  round  and 


about  Birmingham  have  been  well  patronised  ; the  best 
sport  has  been  obtained  at  Alrewas  and  Fradley. 

The  St.  George’s  Society  fished  their  third  contest  on 
Monday  afternoon  last,  at  Grange  Mills,  Bidford,  in  tbe 
River  Avon.  Only  eighteen  members  took  part,  no  fish 
under  2oz.  to  weigh  in.  The  contest  was  of  two  hours’ 
duration,  at  the  close  of  which  time  it  was  found  that 
Mr.  J.  Jones  had  obtained  chief  honours  with  21b.  13oz. ; 
Mr.  C.  Boden,  second  ; Mr.  T.  Griffith,  third  ; and  Mr. 
Clewley,  fourth ; these  were  the  only  members  who 
weighed-in  fish.  Mr.  H.  Coleman  acted  as  referee. 

FROM  THE  BORDERS. 

Since  the  nets  were  taken  off  there  has  been  a continual 
rush  of  sea  fish  up  the  Tweed  and  Till,  although  as  yet 
very  fewhave  taken  the  Whitadder.  The  number  of  trout 
is,  as  usual,  far  in  excess  of  the  number  of  salmon  now 
running  for  the  redds,  and  sport  amongst  the  larger 
fish  has  not  yet  been  very  great.  Considerable  numbers 
of  bull  trout  have  been  killed  on  the  Coquet,  Till,  and 
upper  reaches  of  Tweed,  the  most  successful  lure  being 
a small  brown  fly  of  a local  pattern.  Yellow  trout 
fishing  has  not  improved  much  up  to  now,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  next  spate  will  set  them  on  the  feed. 
The  “ black  and  white  tip,”  with  red  or  bright  yellow 
body,  is  the  best  pattern  of  fly  to  use,  but  the  worm  is 
preferable. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

For  three  weeks  now  we  have  had  a comparatively 
dry  time,  and  the  fen  rivers  and  drains  are  consequently 
running  at  a very  low  level.  Sportsmen,  however,  who 
have  looked  well  after  their  swims  have  not  had  much 
cause  to  complain,  although  there  has  been  an  apparent 
falling  off  in  the  weights  recorded  three  weeks  ago. 
This  week  I have  not  heard  of  more  than  91b.  being 
taken  in  a single  day,  and  this  was  from  a carefully 
baited  ground  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Forty-foot. 
As  previously  stated,  the  sport  recently  experienced 
amongst  perch  has  compensated  somewhat  for  the  falling 
off  of  sport  amongst  roach.  Some  very  good  ones  have 
been  secured  from  the  river  under  notice,  two  brace 
scaling  as  much  as  31b.  4oz.  Some  good  tench  have 
also  been  met  with  on  the  same  water — a beauty  of 
over  3Jlb.  falling  to  one  rod.  Trolling,  however,  is 
impossible  at  present  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  bottom 
weed,  and  until  the  river  has  been  roded  again  pike 
fishermen  will  not  be  able  to  do  much  good.  On  the 
Witham  fishing  matches  continue  to  be  held,  but  for  the 
causes  alluded  to  at  the  commencement  of  these  notes, 
the  “takes  ” have  not  been  of  an  exceptional  character. 
FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  on  the  River  Hull  for  the  past  week  has  been 
very  indifferent,  and  few  fish  of  any  size  worthy  of 
recording  have  been  taken.  Most  of  our  societies  have 
been  busy  of  late  arranging  and  selecting  their  teams 
to  contest  for  the  challenge  cups  in  the  forthcoming 
annual  match  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Asso- 
ciation. The  Edgar  Phillips  A.S.  held  their  third 
match  of  the  season  on  the  Market  Weigbton  Canal  at 
Newport.  The  first  three  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : 
Mr.  T.  Chester,  31b.  54oz.,  first ; Mr.  J.  Petty,  lib.  lOfoz., 
second  ; and  Mr.  Walter  Goodwin,  lib.  6oz.,  third.  On 
Saturday  last  the  West  Hull  A.S.  held  their  annual  open 
match  at  Dunswell,  on  the  Hull,  when  131  anglers  com- 
peted for  the  thirty-six  prizes  offered.  Mr.  J.  Matthews 
was  first  with  21b.  4§oz.  ; Mr.  J.  Kellitt,  21b.  3£oz., 
second;  and  Mr.  T.  Kennedy,  lib.  12Joz.,  third.  The 
Excelsior  Angling  Association  will  fish  their  fourth 
match  this  season  on  Oct.  11.  The  Old  Sculcoates 
A.S.  will  hold  their  second  match  this  season  on  Oct.  13 
at  Partrington  Haven,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Wal- 
tonian  A.S.  will  fish  tbeir  fourth  match  of  the  season  at 
Newport,  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal. 

FROM  THE  (LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Rivers  are  now  very  low,  owing  to  the  continuation 
of  fine  weather— a fact  we  have  not  previously  had  to 
record  this  season.  As  a consequence,  there  is  not  the 
amount  of  successful  fishing  usually  enjoyed  at  this 
time  of  year ; and  we  shall  have  to  wait  for  the  first 
floods  ere  there  is  much  improvement.  Not,  however, 
that  sport  is  by  any  means  at  a standstill,  for  in  both 
North  and  South  Westmorland  some  good  baskets  of 
trout  and  salmon  mort  have  been  secured.  There  are 
now  a considerable  number  of  visitors  in  the  Lake 
District,  and  two  of  these,  gentlemen  from  Leeds, 
staying  at  the  King’s  Head  Hotel,  Appleby,  in  two  days 
landed  no  less  than  eighty  trout  within  a stone’s  throw 
of  their  hotel ; they  used  the  maggot.  Fly-fishing  on 
this  river  (the  Eden)  has  been  poor.  On  the  “ Waste  ” 
portion  of  the  Kent,  four  or  five  miles  south  of  Kendal, 
a considerable  number  of  salmon  mort  are  being  taken, 
the  most  fortunate  anglers  being  Messrs.  H.  Mann,  R. 
Garnett,  Stockdale,  and  Geo.  Fisher.  A little  lower 
down  the  same  river,  in  Levens  Park  (the  private  water 
of  Captain  Bagot,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Deakin),  Mr.  E. 
Stabler  has  accounted  for  about  a score  of  mort  during 
the  week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Two  important  meetings  were  held  in  Manchester  on 
the  14th,  the  first  being  that  of  the  Crompton  Fishery 
Board,  and  the  second  that  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  Board.  At  the  latter  it  was  decided  to  fish  the 
junior  championship  on  Sept.  29,  and  restrict  those  com- 
peting to  the  age  of  not  exceeding  seventeen  years,  the 
regulations  governing  the  late  championship  will  be 
used  on  this  occasion.  On  the  same  day,  selected  teams 
will  compete  from  the  various  clubs  in  the  district  for 
the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield,  both  events  taking 
place  at  Worsley. 

The  Bolton  anglers  were  busy  on  the  15th  deciding  the 
right  of  holding  their  challenge  cup  for  the  next  twelve 
months.  141  competed,  and  after  a keen  struggle, 


victory  for  the  third  time  out  of  the  four  competitions 
since  the  cups  was  obtained,  rested  with  the  Walpole 
Club,  with  an  average  of  7oz.  per  man.  Mr.  Bleakley 
added  another  gold  medal  to  the  honours  of  his  club  by 
securing  the  heaviest  individual  weight.  Altogether 
twentyYwo  clubs  competed  for  the  cup,  and  eighty- 
three  individuals  in  an  auxiliary  match  held  "con- 
currently with  the  more  important  event.  Several 
other  societies  were  out  on  the  15th  contesting,  the 
Royals  and  Duke  of  Cambridge  on  the  Moss  Reach  for 
deferred  prizes,  and  the  Cambrian  and  Seedley  anglers 
fishing  ordinary  club  fixtures.  Many  local  land-locked 
waters  are  suffering  from  decaying  vegetation,  and  rivers 
are  reported  rather  too  clear  for  anything  but  early  and 
late  fishing. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

It  is  somewhat  of  a disappointment  to  anglers  that 
now  the  netting  season  is  over,  there  are  no  salmon  left 
to  be  tempted  with  the  fly.  When  netting  operations 
were  in  full  swing,  constant  floods  brought  the  salmon 
up  the  river  to  the  nets,  but  now  that  the  nets  have 
been  taken  away  the  water  is  low,  the  river  empty  of 
fish,  and  there  is  nothing  for  tbe  salmon  fisher  to 
practise  upon.  Salmon  fishing  in  North  Lancashire  is, 
in  fact,  getting  worse  year  after  year.  One  time  the 
Lune  was  plentifully  stocked  with  salmon,  and  an  expert 
with  the  rod  could  rely  upon  a good  haul  each  year. 
But  now  salmon  are  fewer  and  fewer  in  number  each 
year,  and  those  fish  that  do  enter  the  river  are  nearly 
all  scooped  into  the  nets  of  the  licensed  netter.  As 
things  now  stand,  the  owners  of  nets  have  all  the  fun, 
and  the  poor  unfortunate  angler  has  to  pay  and  look 
pleasant,  though  he  never  secures  a fish.  Scarce  an 
angler  has  yet  been  out  after  salmon,  and  there  is  a 
prospect  of  the  season  ending  even  worse  than  it  com- 
menced. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Anglers  are  complaining  extensively  of  the  want  of 
rain,  and  on  all  hands  matters  are  in  a very  bad  state 
indeed.  Fishing  is  pursued  under  the  greatest 
difficulties,  the  absence  of  the  usual  downpours  causing 
even  the  reservoirs— which  supply  Leicester— to  reach  a 
most  deplorable  condition.  Plenty  of  the  minor  brooks 
which  usually  afford  good  fishing  at  this  period  of  the 
year,  are  absolutely  dried  up,  and  indeed  at  any 
of  the  resorts  baskets  of  fish  can  only  be  obtained 
by  using  the  finest  tackle.  The  biggest  part 
of  the  fishing  at  Leicester  has  been  done  near 
the  Weirs.  Among  the  roach,  the  best  takes  were 
Mr.  Worth,  91b.;  Mr.  Prince,  71b;  Mr.  Lings,  jun., 
71b.  A lot  more  attention  has  been  bestowed  on 
the  pike  and  perch,  but  the  clear  state  of  the  streams 
greatly  militate  against  any  success  in  this  direction. 
Messrs.  Burford  and  Cherry  landed  a brace  or  two  of 
pike  and  Mr.  Frisby  has  been  well  among  the  peroh. 
Plenty  of  anglers  have  been  out  at  Foxton.  On  one 
day  fifty  anglers  from  Leicester  visited  this  resort  and 
lots  of  roach  and  small  pike  were  landed.  Mr.  Butes 
had  121b.  of  roach,  best  l|lb.,  Mr.  Cave,  141b.  of  splendid 
roach,  and  Mr.  Cole,  81b.  In  the  Dolphin  Society  com- 
petition the  first  prize,  a cup  of  51.  value,  was  landed  by 
Mr.  J.  Smith,  he  having  won  three  times.  Numerous 
roach  have  been  taken  at  the  Wreake. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  in  this  district  has  been  fairly  good  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  Yare  several  fair  bags  of  roach  and 
bream  have  been  taken,  particularly  in  the  reaches  by 
Langley  and  Buckenham.  The  baskets  of  fish  have  not 
been  large  for  these  waters,  but  have  run  from  201b.  to 
401b.  Higher  up  stream  at  Trowse  Hythe,  near  Norwich, 
some  good  bream  up  to  441b.  in  weight  have  been  taken. 
On  the  Bure,  some  moderate  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
have  been  secured  ; and  on  Wroxham  Broad  a few  pike 
ranging  from  31b.  to  71b.,  the  best  catch  being  five  fish 
to  one  boat.  The  pike  season  will  commence  in  earnest 
next  week  in  this  district,  and  promises  well  for  the  near 
future,  as  the  waters  are  all  in  excellent  condition,  and 
when  there  is  less  yachting  traffic,  which  is  getting  over 
now,  some  good  sport  may  be  anticipated. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trent  anglers  have  been  very  busy  on  most  reaches 
of  the  river,  and  in  the  Shardlow  fishery  Messrs.  E. 
Bates  and  F.  Wallis,  of  the  Wellington  Sooiety,  have 
succeeded  in  killing  something  like  a dozen  barbel  with 
the  worm.  Two  of  the  fish  weighed  between  61b.  and 
71b.  each,  but  oven  a larger  was  caught  with  greaves  by 
Mr.  Wallis,  who,  in  addition,  creeled  some  handsome 
chub  with  white  wheat.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  had  barbel  and 
ohub  to  the  wasp  grub,  on  Tuesday,  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon 
secured,  with  greaves,  fourteen  fine  chub,  heaviest 
31b.  5oz.  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  on  Monday,  bagged  201b.  of 
dace  and  roach  with  the  maggot,  and  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  the  same  gentleman  was  again  to  the  fore. 
Mr.  E.  West  has  been  successful  amongst  small  fish, 
and  at  King’s  Mills  Mr.  T.  Wood  has  taken,  amongst 
other  perch,  a brace  of  31b.  Mr.  Wood  has  made  many 
fine  bags  of  chub  with  worm,  and  this  class  of  bait 
has  accounted  for  odd  barbel  in  the  well-known 
Channel  swim.  Mr.  S.  Pogson  has  taken,  in  three 
outings,  fifty  perch,  three  brace  of  trout,  sixteen 
chub,  twelve  dace,  and  a couple  of  barbel.  Pike 
fishing  has  again  been  extensively  pursued,  though 
trolling  has  been  rendered  difficult  in  consequence  of 
the  growth  of  weed.  At  Weston  a Nottingham  gentle- 
man on  Saturday  landed  several  good  fish,  one  weighing 
101b.  On  Thursday  I was  privilegd,  with  a friend,  to 
fish  one  of  the  well  stocked  trout  lakes  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  in  “ the  Dukeries,”  and  I gave  the  new  light 
Devon  minnow  of  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.  a thorough 
trial.  I used  it  trolling  with  a very  small  lead,  and 
working  the  bait  by  the  aid  of  one  of  Tay’s  patent  floats. 
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With  tliiH  (liarhol  sizo)  I was  enabled  to  throw  a long 
distance,  and,  tho  lake  being  rather  weedy,  the  bait  was 
always  kept  near  tho  Mirl'aoo.  The  fish  came  at  tho 
bait  frooly  enough,  and  in  any  lively  stroam  it  should 
prove  a lino  killor. 

SHROPSHIRE  AND  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

Whilo  trout  fish  ing  throughout  tho  upper  K°vorn  and 
Vyrnwy  has  boon  practically  a dead  lottor.  tho  coarse 
fish  have  boon  yielding  abundant  sport.  Tho  water  is 
too  low  and  bright  for  tho  minnow  at  present,  but  tho 
pike  tackle  will  bo  well  used  during  tho  coming  winter. 
It  has  boon  stated  that  the  porcontago  of  pike  in  tho 
Severn  in  Shropshire  over  tho  trout  is  at  least  ten  to 
one, and,  this  being  the  ease,  it  becomes  a serious  question 
for  tho  Conservancy  Board  to  consider  if  tho  trout  aro 
to  bo  annihilated,  and  tho  largo  revonuo  now  derived 
from  trout  angling  licences  reduced  to  a minimum.  It  is 
tho  old  question  of  tho  survival  of  tho  fittest,  and  unless 
practical  measures  aro  taken  at  once  to  rid  the  river  of 
pike,  the  future  of  Severn  angling  will  notbo  abright  one. 
Last  wook  was  characterised  by  the  most  delightful 
weather  that  wo  have  this  summer  experienced,  and 
many  anglers  were  out  taking  advantage  of  tho  last  of 
tho  trout  fishing  season.  The  charming  neighbourhood 
which  lies  between  the  peaceful  little  Welsh  village  of 
Merfod  and  tho  now  famous  Lake  Vyrnwy  was  well 
patronised  by  touring  anglers,  and  a few  trout  were 
taken.  Tho  rivers  Vyrnwy  and  Banw  in  this  locality 
are  ideal  streams.  The  diversified  scenery,  foaming 
rapids,  deep  still  pools,  and  gravelly  fords  all  contribut- 
ing to  make  a near  approach  to  the  much  sought  for 
“angler’s  paradise”  cr  angling  literature.  Sad  to 
relate,  however,  from  this  lovely  country  come  reports 
of  the  increase  of  pike,  and  the  consequent  deteriora- 
tion of  the  once  abundant  trout  supply. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  this  district  is  in  good  order  for  angling 
— fine,  and  a nice  level— and  in  spite  of  tho  cold  N.E. 
wind  good  sport  has  been  bad  during  the  week,  and  in 
the  Teme  grayling  fishing  has  much  improved,  some 
nice  dishes  having  been  taken  with  fly  and  maggot, 
the  best  killing  flies  being  Red  Tag,  Pale  Dun,  Whirling 
Blue,  and  Green  Insect.  The  best  basket  was  nine  brace 
grayling,  by  Alderman  Airey  ; while  the  largest  fish  and 
some  very  fine  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot ; 
the  best  lot,  ten  brace  grayling,  and  one  and  a half 
brace  trout,  by  Mr.  Warner.  In  the  Severn  large  catches 
of  coarse  fish  have  been  had  with  creed  wheat  and  the 
paste,  and  one  gentleman  caught  a lovely  trout,  2Jlb. 
weight,  with  the  maggot.  In  tho  Avon  the  roach 
are  off  the  feed,  and  sport  below  the  average  ; but 
the  bream  are  taking  the  lob  worm  well.  Mr. 
White,  of  Defford,  took  a grand  one  of  7Jlb.  weight. 
The  perch  are  also  coming  on  the  feed  well. 
The  Malvern  Angling  Society  had  a contest  on  their 
club  water  on  the  Avon  at  Defford,  on  Thursday  last. 
The  day  was  beautifully  fine,  but  as  nothing  under  3oz. 
are  weighable  or  kept,  the  baskets  were  rather  light  ; a 
nice  bream  taken  by  Mr.  Fear,  placing  him  at  the  top  of 
the  tree,  Mr.  Newell  taking  second  prize.  The 
Worcester  Angling  Society  had  their  annual  outing  to 
Lindridge  on  Teme,  the  same  day.  The  successful  com- 
petitors were  as  follows  : first  prize,  C.  Wall,  71b.  13oz.  ; 
second  prize.  Cooper,  71b.  4oz.  ; T.  Prosser  and  C. 
Avery,  third  and  fourth,  with  61b.  lOoz.  each  ; fifth 
prize,  Mr.  Thrift,  51b.  15|oz.  ; 6th  prize,  A.  W.  Warner, 
51b.  13£oz.  About  1001b.  of  fish  was  taken  by  the 
twenty-three  competitors,  among  them  a grand  lot  of 
trout  and  grayling,  and  one  member  had  some  very  fine 
roach,  several  over  1 Jib.  weight.  Mr.  Martin  Porks  had 
a fine  take  of  71b.  loz.,  but  did  not  compete  for  prizes. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK- — Sport  has  improved  on  the  Lee  and  Black- 
water,  but  a good  flood  is  required  before  really  good 
sport  can  bo  expected  on  those  waters.  The  trouting 
has  been  good  on  the  above  waters,  and  the  evenings 
have  been  the  best  times  both  for  fly  and  worm.  On 
the  minor  streams  trouting  has  afforded  but  indifferent 
sport. 

DUBLIN.— DariDg  the  week  a general  all-round  good 
tone  of  sport  has  prevailed,  and  buglers  are  busy  here 
and  there.  The  weather  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and 
the  likelihood  of  rain  increases  the  prospects  of  good 
fishing  between  this  and  the  1st.  During  the  cloeing 
days  on  the  Slaney  (co.  Wexford)  salmon  fishing  was 
very  brisk,  but  the  close  season  is  now  on  there  until 
Fat.  15  nett. 

KERRY. — Sport  has  improved  a good  deal  on  Water- 
ville  lake,  where  anglers  are  now  getting  from  a dozen 
to  three  dozen  good  trout  daily.  In  the  North  Kerry 
waters  salmon  angling  has  been  slack.  White  trout  are 
very  numerous  in  the  Feale  at  present,  but  they  have 
been  rising  badly.  Very  little  doing  at  Killarn1  y,  Ross- 
beigh,  and  Glencar. 


Thames  Trouting.— George  Rosewell,  of  Shr pperton, 
during  the  last  season,  has  pilotted  his  clients  to  the 
capture  of  twenty-one  trout,  weighing  1221b.  4oz.,  and 
in  addition  to  the  return  of  six  others  under  21h.  each. 
Eleven  of  these  were  caught  by  Mr.  George  Palmer, 
weighing  621b.  12oz.,  the  largest  D Jib.  and  the  smallest 
31b.  4oz.  Mr.  Francis  also  got  two,  weighing  respec- 
tively 61b.  8oz.  and  51b.  4oz.  ; Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  one  of 
81b.  l2oz.  ; Mr.  Holland,  one  of  5ilb.  ; Mr.  Harrn-on, 
two  of  51b.  12oz.  each  ; Mr.  Ellis,  one  of  61b.  4oz.  ; Mr. 
Hills,  one  of  51b.  8oz.  ; Mr.  Williams,  one  of  41b.  12oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Holden,  cine  of  51b.  8oz.  This  is  a little  improve- 
ment on  the  previous  year,  when  the  same  fishermen  got 
nineteen  fish,  weighing  991b.  8oz. — B. 


Cotmjjontonce 
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expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

SOMETHING  LIKE  A FISH. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

Mosers.  Yawman  and  Erbo,  Aug.  22,  1891. 

Rochester.  N.Y. 

Gentlemen, — Through  your  kindness  several  late 
issues  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (London,  Eng.)  have  just 
come  to  hand.  I also  appreciate  your  kindness  in 
calling  my  attention  to  tho  criticisms  expressed  iri  same 
bearing  upon  my  letter  to  you  under  date  May  22  last. 
This  letter,  by  tho  way,  i did  not  expect  would  ho 
published  abroad,  elso  t would  have  expressed  myself 
and  explained  more  fully.  I wrote  in  a manner  that 
would  prove  clear  to  Americans  who  have  caught 
ouananiche,  and  know  of  their  gameness  and  fighting 
powers,  hut  which  I can  now  see  would  not  be  sufficiently 
so  to  our  foreign  fishermen  cousins. 

Primarily,  a knowledgo  of  the  ouananiche  itself  is 
needed.  Descended  from  the  salmon  ( Salmo  salnr), 
without  any  cross  breeding  with  other  fish,  it  has,  as  wo 
believe,  been  land  locked  from  the  sea  in  the  remote 
past,  and  has  degenerated  only  in  size  from  its  original 
progenitor — has  become  a fresh-water  fish.  While  the 
size  lias  grown  less,  the  fighting  powers  have  increased 
many  fold.  Instead  of  taking  up  its  habitation  in  quiet 
pools,  it  has  made  its  home  only  in  the  swiftest  running 
rapids,  or  in  the  boiling  waters  below  a fall.  It  is  a fish 
particularly  sui  generis  of  its  own  kind,  and  like  which 
none  other  exists.  It  combines  the  best  game  qualities 
of  the  salmon,  trout  (fo ntinalis) , and  black  bass,  but  in 
ground  and  lofty  tumbling  can  lead  them  all.  Of  the 
two  latter  I know  by  comparison  ; of  the  salmon,  I only 
know  wbat  fisherman  who  have  caught  both  that  and 
the  ouananiche,  state,  namely,  that  a 41b.  ouananiche 
will  outfight  an  8lb.  grilse.  I know,  too,  that  members 
of  the  St.  Margurito  Salmon  Club  on  the  Saguenay, 
occasionally  hook  an  ouananiche  in  their  pools,  and 
when  they  do,  prepare  for  a more  difficult  fight  in 
proportion  than  they  would  with  a salmon  weighing 
much  more.  In  fact  some  of  the  members  now  take 
part  of  their  vacation  away  from  their  pools,  and  spend 
the  time  with  the  ouananiche  at  Lake  St.  John. 

The  fighting  qualities  being  admitted,  it  is  well  to 
examine  further.  Rarely  in  the  swift-flowing,  choppy, 
foam-covered  rapids  is  an  ouananiche  seen  when  he 
strikes  the  fly ; a sharp  tug  often  being  the  first 
intimation.  Only  a light  strike  can  be  given  in 
return  to  set  the  hook.  Partially  on  this  account, 
and  more  especially  that  this  fith  rarely,  if  ever, 
gorges  a hook,  the  fact  remains  that  ninety-five 
out  of  a hundred  taken  will  show  them  hooked  through 
the  lip— lightly.  This  means  that  the  greatest  skill 
and  delicacy  of  handling  is  needed  to  bring  them  suc- 
cessfully to  net.  Imagine  that  a 41b.  ouananiche  has 
been  hooked  in  a boiling  rapid,  and,  as  you  know  it 
to  be,  lightly  in  the  lip,  a fight  is  on  hand  such  as  has 
never  have  been  one’s  lot  to  have  seen  before.  A rush 
is  made  down  and  away,  which,  with  the  Automatic  reel 
you  give  free  line  to.  by  releasing  the  brake.  The 
steadily  increasing  tension  gradually  checks  the  run 
the  fish  stops.  In  a moment,  with  ligbtniDg-like 
rapidity,  it  will  run  towards  you,  perhaps  20ft.  or  30ft. 
The  Automatic  reel  with  the  spring  released  takes  the 
slack  as  fast  as  given.  No  other  reel,  no  matter  how 
fast  it  multiplies,  can  take  it  up,  and  the  result  would 
be  many  feet  of  slack  that  on  a return  run  would  bring 
the  fish  up  with  a jerk  and  tear  out  the  hook.  Then, 
again,  the  fish  may  run  to  or  from  you  and  leap  from 
the  water  some  2ft.  or  3ft.  ; this  I have  had  them  do  on 
an  average  from  six  to  ten  times.  The  moment  they 
strike  the  water  they  dash  off  again.  The  jump,  if 
made  towards  you,  gives  a quick  slack,  and  if  in  reach- 
ing the  water  again  they  dart  from  yon,  a jerk  occurs 
that  frees  them.  The  Automatic  prevents  this  slack  ; in 
fact,  it  is  impossible  to  get  slack  with  it  under  any 
circumstances — the  spring  keeps  the  line  steadily  taut  at 
all  times. 

The  ouananiche  having  abnormally  large  tail  and  fin 
development,  and  aided  by  its  inherent  great  strength, 
in  which  no  other  fish  is  its  equal,  together  with  the  tact 
that  it  is  caught  only  in  the  swiftest  running  water, 
calls  for  Bkill  in  catching  it  that  I do  not  hesitate  to  say 
no  other  known  fishing  can  equal.  Previous  acquired 
skill  in  catching  other  fish  is  an  aid.  but  much  has  to  be 
learned  to  successfully  capture  the  ouananiche.  This 
fight  will  continue  as  an  average  from  twenty  to  thirty 
minutes,  sometimes  less,  sometimes  more.  If  you  try 
and  force  your  fish  to  net,  you  are  pulling  against  his 
strength  and  against  the  current,  then  it  tears  loose. 
The  only  successful  way  to  save  the  majority  of  the 
ouananiche  that  take  the  fly  is  to  play  them  until  tired, 
then  lead  them  to  net.  The  Automatic  reel  will  tire 
them  quicker  and  better  than  any  other  reel  that  I havo 
ever  used  or  seen  tested.  The  struggle  can  be  timod, 
and  a good  average  will  be  found  to  be  twenty  minutes. 
1 took  one  a year  or  two  since  weighing  7 Jib.  that  con- 
sumed fifty-five  minutes  in  bringing  successfully  to  net. 
As  a sequence  to  this,  I confidently  claim  tliat  the  Bteady, 
gradually  increasing  tension  of  the  spring  in  the  Auto- 
matic reel  will  tire  and  bring  to  net  an  ouananiche, 
salmon,  black  bass,  or  brook  trout  much  quickor  with 
safety  than  any  other  reel,  and  will  show  more  fish  saved. 
It  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  ouananiche  hooks 
extremely  light,  and  that  the  spring  ot  tho  Automatic 
keeps  a steady  strain  without  any  possibility  of  a jerk, 
not  possible  otherwise. 

1 note  in  tho  issue  of  tho  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  21, 
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the  Editor  states  : “ It  is  not  safe  in  this  country  to 
have  much  less  than  100  yards  of  salmon  line  on  your 
reel,  i.e.,  including  the  back  lino.  If  it  takes  tho  Auto- 
matic reel  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  to  kill  a 41b.  or  51b. 
trout,  how  long  would  it  take  to  kill  a lively  201b. 
salmon  in,  say,  Tweed,  &c.  ? ” In  reply  I would  say  there 
is  a special  Automatic  salmon  reel  made  to  hold 
100  yards  of  line,  but  for  ouananiche  wo  use  a 30  yards 
reel,  as  that  is  ample  for  the  short  runs  they  make. 
Again,  it  does  not  take  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  to  kill 
a 41b.  or  51b.  trout  the  Automatic  brings  them  to  net  in 
one  half  that  time.  The  extreme  time  is  taken  by 
ouananiche,  not  trout.  The  largo  Automatic  reel  for 
salmon  will  bring  one  of  20lb.  to  net  in  the  same  time 
that  the  smaller  one  brings  a 4Jlb.  or  51b.  ouananiche, 
with  less  nervous  strain  brought  about  through  fear  of 
loss  than  possible  with  any  other  reel. 

I note  also  in  tho  Gazette  of  July  28,  a Mr.  Gedney 
stites  that  he  fears  the  Automatic  would  break  a fine 
gut  (which  I interpret  to  mean  a leader),  especially  with 
a long  lino  out.  A leader  never  breaks  under  a steady 
strain,  in  my  experience,  only  through  a jerk.  The 
former  the  spring  absolutely  guarantees,  the  latter  is 
impossible  with  it.  Mr.  Gedney  further  stites,  “ The 
reel  is,  no  doubt,  well  adapted  to  bait  fishing,  which  is 
the  principal  method  adopted  in  America,  where  strong 
tackle  and  a good  bold  will  allow  of  rough  treatment  ” 
This  is  news  to  me,  and  I must  take  up  the  cudgels  in 
defence  of  American  fishermen.  We  do  not  impale 
worms  on  +00  bass  hooks,  use  lines  as  large  as  wrapping 
twine,  or  clubs  for  rods.  For  our  spring  trout  fishing 
on  small  streams  wo  aro  forced  to  use  bait  with  light 
bait  rods,  8oz.  or  10oz.,  but  for  all  other  game  fishing  we 
use  4|oz.  to  7oz.  casting  rods,  light  silk  lines,  and  flies. 
In  fact  all  fishermen  in  America  pride  themselves  on 
the  lightness  of  their  tackle,  and  boast  of  the  large  fish 
taken  on  a 4£oz.  or  a 5oz.  rod.  In  over  twenty  years’ 
fishing  experience,  I have  used  bait  perhaps  a dozen 
times,  then  only  for  some  brook  spring  fishing.  I use 
a 6oz.  rod,  with  line  and  all  in  proportion.  Bait  fishing 
has  long  since  been  relegated  to  the  small  boy,  fisher- 
men emulate  each  other  in  flv  casting,  and  the  many 
tournaments  gotten  up,  and  the  wonderful  records 
made,  show  the  spirit  and  method  of  our  fishing.  These 
same  records  are  rarely  equalled,  never  beaten  in 
England,  and  it  was  not  many  years  ago  that  my  late 
townsman  Reuben  Wood  in  a visit  abroad,  was  debarred 
from  all  regular  fly  casting  contests,  as  his  skill  was 
in  advance  of  bis  competitors. 

The  gamest  fish  found  in  American  or  English  waters 
are  the  true  members  of  the  salmon  family,  and  I do  not 
question  but  that  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean  they  fight 
practically  the  same.  A fisherman,  by  constant 
practice,  cm  successfully  catch  them  with  a common 
click  reel,  and  be  content  to  continue  in  its  use  ; bis 
neighbour  may  have  an  improvement  and  be  more  suc- 
cessful with  less  labour  and  just  as  much  sport  derived. 
This  is  an  age  of  improvements  in  everything,  why  not 
in  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  a fishing  outfit — 
a reel  ? Here,  in  America,  we  are  anxious  to  test  im- 
provements and  innovations.  If  meritorious,  we  adopt 
them,  if  not,  we  cast  them  aside.  The  Automatic  reel 
came  as  an  innovation,  faulty  at  first,  but  yet  showing 
merit.  I have  used  it  through  its  various  stages  of 
defects  and  improvements,  until  now  I believe  it  has 
reached  perfection. Eugene  McCarthy. 

THE  LARGE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “ Silmo  Eriox,”  whose  letter 
appears  in  your  issue  of  last  weak,  I have  only  to  say 
it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  salmon  in  different  river  i 
differ  greatly  in  shape,  and  no  line  can  be  laid  down  to 
give  correct  results  from  “length  and  girth.”  If  he 
will  kindly  refer  to  the  pages  of  the  “contemporary” 
he  means  he  will  find  a correction— the  balance  regis- 
tered up  to  601b.,  not  501b.,  and  the  error  was  the 
printer’s.  This  balance  on  its  arrival  in  England  will 
be  sent  to  the  maker  to  be  tested,  and  the  result,  Mr. 
Editor,  sent  to  you— not  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  (to 
put  it  mildly)  cynical  friend,  but  for  those  who  may  have 
seen  his  letter.  I made  no  mistake  in  copying  from  the 
side  of  the  but  on  the  Aoro. 

In  conclusion,  it  seems  to  me  our  friend  wishes  to  poke 
fun,  and  I am  not  in  the  humour  to  indulge  him.  Neither 
will  I reply  to  any  further  letter  over  a non  de  plume. — 
Faithfully  yours,  John  James  Hardy. 


WEIGHTS  AND  LENGTHS  OF  FISH. 

Sir, — x have  been  very  much  interested  in  the  tables 
of  weights  and  lengths  of  fishes  that  you  have  lately 
published.  As  the  length  of  a stuffed  fish,  however, 
may  differ  greatly  from  the  length  of  that  fish  when 
captured,  I think  it  should  be  clearly  stated  in  all  cases 
whether  the  measurements  were  taken  before  skinnirig 
or  afterwards.  Scientifically  the  lists  would  be  of  con 
siderably  more  value. — Yours  very  truly, 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries.  J.  J.  Armistead. 


MINNOWS  AS  FOOD  FOR  TROUT. 

Sir, — I am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  II.  R.  Francis  is 
defending  the  minnow,  although  from  what  I have 
observed  of  tho  habits  of  tho  little  fish,  I am  obliged  to 
take  rather  an  opposite  view,  and  side  with  Mr.  Andrews 
in  classing  him  as  an  injurious  inhabitant  of  trout 
waters. 

This  is  my  opinion,  bnt  there  is  undoubtedly  a good 
deal  to  bo  said  on  the  other  side,  and  it  would  be  rather 
interesting  to  have  a friendly  discussion  on  an  interest- 
ing subject.  That  the  ininnow  is  excellent  as  an  artiolo 
of  food  for  trout  and  as  a scavenger  there  is  no  room  for 
doubt,  but  from  what  1 have  seen  of  him  in  trout  ponds 
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I am  led  to  the  opinion  that  ho  costs  more  than  ho  is 
worth. 

Minnows  eat  young  trout,  and  be  it  remembered  that 
they  go  up  the  streams  in  enormous  shoals  to  spawn  just 
at  the  time  when  the  very  young  trout  are  coming 
down. 

Again,  minnows  live  on  the  same  food  that  trout  eat, 
and  from  what  I have  observed  in  my  own  ponds  and  in 
many  lakes,  I should  say  that  they  consume  a great 
deal  more  good  trout  food  than  they  themselves  produce 
by  yielding  their  own  bodies  as  food  for  the  trout.  To 
introduce  mollusca  and  crustaceans,  &c.,  into  trout 
waters,  and  then  put  minnows  in,  which  feed  on  them 
voraciously,  does  not  seem  to  be  the  most  judicious  way 
of  acting,  and  when  I have  been  consulted  I have  always 
advised  caution  in  taking  such  a step.  Minnows  are 
excellent  in  their  right  place,  but  I do  not  think  that 
place  is  a trout  pond.— Iam,  &c.,  J.  J.  Armistead. 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 


IS  THE  SEA  TROUT  A HYBRID  ? 

Sib, — In  your  edition  of  the  8th  inst.  I see  two  letters 
referring  to  my  query  regarding  the  “ peal  ” and 
“ sewin.”  The  writer  of  the  letter  signed  “Wm. 
Thomas,”  says  that  the  “ peal  ” is  identical  with  the 
“ grilse,”  but  that  the  “ sewin  ” is  the  same  as  the  Irish 
white  trout  and  the  sea  trout  of  this  country.  Is  he 
aware  that  on  the  River  Fowey,  at  any  rate,  a distinc- 
tion is  made  between  a “grilse”  and  a “peal,”  and 
there  are  many  men  in  the  West  of  England  who  main- 
tain that  the  “peal”  is  a distinct  species  of  the 
Salmonidce  entirely?  If  the  “sewin”  be  the  same  as 
the  Scottish  sea  trout,  then  it  most  assuredly  is  not  the 
same  as  the  “ peal,”  which  I was  led  to  believe  when 
staying  in  the  West  of  England  early  this  summer. 
Now  turning  to  “ Black  Hackle’s  ” remarks.  He  makes 
a great  error  in  his  concluding  paragraph.  I never  said 
the  sea  trout  was  called  a “peal.”  On  referring  to  my 
letter  as  it  appeared  in  the  edition  of  the  1st  inst.,  I 
asked  “ What  is  the  so-called  ‘peal’  of  the  West  of 
England  and  Ireland  ? Is  it  the  same  as  the  ‘ sewin  ’ of 
Welsh  rivers,  &c.P”  Now  “ Black  Hackle’s  ” remarks 
almost  corroborate  my  statement  that  the  “ peal  ” is 
nought  but  a grilse.  He  says  that  in  Ireland  it  is  the 
Salmo  solar  'upward  of  61b.  or  thereabouts.  This  is 
precisely  what  it  is  in  Cornwall,  only  that  from  51b.  on 
they  call  it  a “ grilse” — those  who  deny  its  claim  to  be 
a dis’inct  species.  “Black  Hackle”  thinks  that  the 
“ peal  ” of  the  West  of  England  country  is  identical  with 
our  sea  trout.  Has  he  ever  heard  of  the  “ truff ,”  if  he 
has  fished  in  Devonshire  or  Cornish  streams?  The 
“ truff  ” is  identical  with  the  Scottish  sea  trout,  and  is 
as  different  from  the  “ peal  ” as  the  perch  from  the 
chub.  The  name  “ peal”  is,  of  course,  utterly  unknown 
here.  However,  there  is  always  a lot  of  confusion 
about  these  Salmonidoe,  and  different  waters  and 
climate  no  doubt  have  as  much  effect  in  accounting  for 
varieties  of  the  same  species  as  they  do  with  regard  to 
t he  human  race.  Hoping  you  will  do  me  the  favour  of 
inserting  this  so  that  I may  be  able  to  refute  “ Black 
Hackle’s  ” statement  that  I said  the  sea  trout  was  a 
“ peal.” — I am,  sir,  yours  truly,  C.  D.  L. 

Huntly,  N.B. 


have  preferred  the  sheltor  and  harbour  of  it  to  the 
ordinary  swims.  Briefly  summed  up,  barbel  have  been 
all  over  the  river — in  the  shallows,  on  the  gravels,  and 
amongst  the  weeds,  in  which  of  course  it  has  been 
impossible  to  get  at  thorn  with  any  sort  of  tacklo. 

As  to  “ Lindum’s  ” second  query,  “Will  he  also 
give  what  water  that  comes  down  the  Trent  he 
considers  the  best  in  which  to  make  catches  of 
barbel?”  Well,  the  Trent  cannot  possibly  be  too  low 
or  too  clear  for  barbelling,  and  the  hotter  the  weather 
tho  better  are  the  chances  of  sport.  Shardlow 
may  fairly  be  regarded  as  the  best  stretch  on  the  Trent 
for  barbel.  The  fishery  teems  with  swims  at  every  turn 
of  the  river,  and  the  currents  being  very  rapid  there  is 
an  entire  absence  of  the  “ Dimpling  in  the  dark  of  rushy 
coves.”  If  barbel  cannot  generally  be  killed  here  in 
season  they  cannot  be  killed  anywhere.  At  least,  that 
is  my  opinion  and  experience  as  a Trent  angler  of  thirty 
odd  years’  standing.  If  “ Lindum  ” would  like  to  spend 
a day  or  two  with  me,  either  at  Shardlow  or  any  other 
water  within  forty  miles  of  Nottingham,  I will  gladly 
accompany  him.  I require  no  fee,  as  I am  an  amateur. 
“ M.  A.”  is  also  welcome  to  the  same  offer.  He,  above 
all  others,  ought  to  know  how  to  fish  'practically,  and  I 
specially  ask  him  to  join  us.  If  necessary  we  can  go  on 
his  own  sivims.  I have  fished  them,  and  know  precisely 
what  Carlton  Mill  is  like,  both  above  and  below  the  long 
osier  bed  of  which  he  treated  your  readers  to  so  glowing 
an  account.  Singularly  enough,  “ Old  Hand,”  in 
describing  the  use  of  the  travelling  float,  described  the 
Carlton  waters  in  precisely  similar  language  to  that 
used  by  “ M.  A.”  Henbt  Coxon. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  GREAVES  SINK  QUICKLY. 

Sir, — My  namesake,  or  rather,  the  gentleman  who 
adopted  my  nom-de-plume  in  asking  for  information  re 
the  above  in  the  Gazette  of  Saturday  last,  will  find 
both  barley  meal  and  potatoes  excellent  admixtures  to 
assist  in  getting  greaves  down  to  the  bottom  of  a 
stream.  No  one  is  a more  enthusiastic  “scratching” 
fisher  than  myself,  and  I have  repeatedly  been  asked 
how  I get  my  ground-bait  down  in  the  boiling  water  I 
am  accustomed  to  fish.  After  stewing,  cut  the  greaves 
up  small,  place  the  same  in  a bucket  with  a portion  of 
the  liquor,  then  add  the  barley  flour  and  stir  all  well 
up  together  with  a stick.  Make  up  into  balls,  about 
the  size  of  an  average  orange,  while  warm,  and  before 
throwing  one  in,  hold  the  same  in  the  water  two  or 
three  seconds ; it  will  then  sink  down  in  almost  any 
current,  and  tho  action  of  the  water  will  soon  disperse 
it  over  the  swim.  If  thrown  in  dry,  it  will  ride  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  some  short  time  before  disappear- 
ing. If  potatoes  be  used,  the  greaves  should  be  cooked 
first  and  cut  up  while  the  former  are  boiling.  When 
boiled,  mash  the  potatoes  well  up  without  peeling,  and 
mix  the  greaves  well  together.  The  starch  in  the 
potatoes  will  cause  all  to  adhere,  and  it  will  sink  more 
readily  than  the  barley  meal  mixture,  but  taking  longer 
to  separate.  I only  use  potatoes  when  ground-baiting  a 
barbel  swim  a day  or  tw'o  before  fishing. — Yours  faith- 
fully,   “ Trentsider.” 

Newark. 

LARGE  IRISH  PIKE. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THAMES  AND  TRENT 
BARBELLING. 

Sir, — “ M.  A.,”  last  week,  tries  to  shuffle  out  of  a 
great  difficulty.  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  inst., 
calling  attention  to  his  article,  I asked  this  pointed 
question,  “ Has  ‘ M.  A.’  fished  the  Trent  in  recent 
years,  and  if  he  has  I should  like  to  known  where  ? ” 
Instead  of  answering  it  he  says:  “I  am  happy  to  say 
most  of  the  swims  that  I know  are  not  choked  (with 
weed  I suppose),  nor  are  they  likely  to  be,  and  if  your 
correspondent  does  not  know  where  to  find  those  swims 
that  is  no  affair  of  mine.” 

Having  fished  all  the  lengths,  bar  three,  on  the  Trent 
for  sixty  miles,  that  is  to  say,  irom  Barton  and  Walton, 
above  Burton-on-Trent,  to  Girton  Stakes,  below  Sutton- 
on-Trent,  I think  I know  where  the  swims  are.  I 
do  know  personally  that  “ M.  A.”  does  not.  Any 
ordinary  reader  of  the  Gazette  reading  “M.  A.’s” 
article  on  Sept.  1 would,  I take  it,  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  he  was  familiar  with  the  Trent  for  miles, 
and  knew  every  hole  and  corner  in  it ; but  in  his  letter 
of  qualification  last  week  he  coolly  treats  your  readers 
to  the  information  that  he  lives  between  200  and  300 
miles  from  its  banks  ! What  will  he  give  us  next  ? He 
says  the  swims  known  to  him  are  not  choked,  and  are 
not  likely  to  be.  When,  I repeat,  did  he  last  see,  fish,  or 
test  them  ? I require  a plain  answer  for  the  enlighten- 
ment not  only  of  your  readers,  but  of  hundreds  of  Trent 
anglers,  who  complain  that  barbel  fishing  this  season 
has  been  and  still  is  a veritable  nuisance.  I may  add 
that  I have  this  season  been  on  the  Lower  Trent,  as  well 
as  on  most  of  the  reaches  up  to  the  Dove’s  junction  with 
the  river,  and  I am  not  asking  for  information  from 
captious  motives.  I,  in  common  with  your  readers 
generally,  desire  the  plain  truth. 

With  regard  to  “ Lindum’s”  letter  last  week,  I 
beg  respectfully  to  inform  him  that  cold  nights  with 
a variable  temperature  of  water  have  much  to  do 
with  barbel  not  feeding.  But  this  year  the 
swims  have  been  thickly  covered  with  “ flannel  ” 
weed  on  which  millions  of  fresh-water  shrimps,  water 
beetles,  &c.,  have  lived  and  thrived.  I have  specially 
raked  out  the  weed  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  and 
have  been  astonished  to  find  it  teeming  with  aquatic 
life.  This,  in  itself,  is  natural  food  for  all  coarse  fish, 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  barbel  have  preferred  it  to 
either  worms  or  greaves.  But  there  is  another  cause. 
The  Trent  is  prolific  in  other  weed— I mean  the  surface 
or  flowering  weed — and  the  fish  this  season  appear  to 


Sir, — A pike  mentioned  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette 
as  shown  to  the  Piscatorial  Society,  Sept.  10  (query  ? 
Was  it  weighed,  there?),  although  of  3in.  smaller 
girth,  and  ljin.  less  length  than  the  351b.  Rapley 
Lake  pike  (in  that  society’s  museum),  is  accredited 
with  a greater  weight,  viz.,  37Jlb.  ; and,  what  is 
more  extraordinary,  this  fish  from  Lough  Conn  (like 
many  other  Irish  pike)  keeps  increasing  in  weight 
since  its  capture,  if  we  may  believe  Mr.  T.  Crumplen, 
who  writes  angling  news  for  the  People.  He  says  it 
weighed  47Jlb..  also  “ that  it  exceeds  by  at  least  101b. 
or  111b.  any  pike  yet  brought  to  bank,  and  that  larger 
fish  are  reputed  to  have  been  taken,  but  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  fact  is  wanting.” 

Well,  he  no  doubt  considers  himself  an  authority,  but 
some  people  think  differently.  Tbis  Lough  Conn  pike 
he  writes  about  was  45in.  long,  and  22jin.  girth,  and  by 
comparison  with  measurements  I give  of  longer  and 
larger  fish,  would  weigh  but  little  over  2715.  Then  its 
thickness  was  not  remarkable,  the  smallest  pika*  men- 
tioned below  was  thicker  and  of  greater  girth.  The 
following  specimen  fish  were  caught  by  myself  : 


English  pike,  caught 

1879 

Weight. 
...  371b. 

Length. 
...  46jln. 

Do. 

do. 

1877 

...  361b. 

...  45iin. 

Do. 

do. 

1882 

...  311b. 

...  43in. 

Do. 

do. 

1894 

...*271b. 

...  42in. 

— I am,  yours  truly, 

- 

Alfd.  Ja 

Girth. 

26in. 

25£in- 

24£in- 

23jin- 


SEA  FISHING  OFF  FALMOUTH. 

[The  following  letter  was  sent  to  a correspondent, 
who,  thinking  it  might  interest  our  readers,  has  for- 
warded it  for  insertion.] 

“ I am  sorry  the  great  fishing  did  not  come  off  while 
you  were  here,  for  although  I did  not  catch  very  much 
the  bag  was  varied. 

“ We  made  a start  about  ten  o’clock,  but  May  said  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  go  up  noar  tho  Manacles  owing 
to  swell  raised  by  tho  easterly  wind.  So  wo  went  off 
due  south  of  the  Castle,  about  four  miles  out,  where  wo 
anchored,  in  about  thirty  fathoms,  over  rock  and  sand, 
I believe. 

“ As  soon  as  we  cleared  the  harbour  beacon  we  cast 
two  lines  out  of  the  stern,  and  wished  for  mackerel,  but 
only  got  one,  as  the  season  is  nearly  over  now. 

“ There  was  a nasty  cross  swell  where  we  were  lying, 
and  for  a minute  or  two  I felt  a little  squeamish,  but  it 
passed  off  directly,  and  we  got  four  linos  out,  each  with 
three  hooks,  tho  bait  being  pilchard,  mackerel,  and 


cuttle.  Wo  soon  got  a few  whiting,  but  they  were  not 
taking  freely,  though  we  felt  them  nibbling  at  the  bait. 
Even  this  stopped  entirely  after  a while,  and  we  found 
the  bait  being  sucked  off  without  anything  being  felt 
above.  A little  later  I felt  a strong  tug  at  my  line,  and 
struok  at  once,  and  got  the  hook  well  in.  On  hauling  up 
there  appeared  a dog-fish,  one  of  tho  pink  kind,  with 
red  spots  ; his  fins  and  tail  were  cut  off  and  he  was 
returned  to  his  element.  We  thought  he  was  the 
gentleman  who  had  scared  the  whiting,  but  there  was 
no  sign  of  them  coming  back.  Shortly  afterwards  there 
was  a tremendous  tug  at  the  forward  starboard  line, 
and,  on  hauling  up,  it  was  found  that  one  hook  had 
entirely  disappeared. 

“ Three  more  hooks  were  then  put  on,  making  five  in 
all  on  this  line,  and  on  the  after  starboard  line  were 
put  two  very  large  hooks,  the  cord  being  whipped  with 
copper  wire,  and  each  was  baited  with  half  a cuttle. 
Nothing  occurred  for  some  time,  but  eventually  there 
was  a tremendous  strain  on  both  the  starboard  lines, 
and  on  hauling  up  slowly  it  was  clear  there  was  some- 
thing very  big.  Eventually  a shark,  about  4ft.  long, 
was  hauled  up.  He  had  swallowed  both  the  large  hooks, 
and  had  a round  turn  of  the  other  line  on  his  tail,  with 
the  hooks  belonging  to  it  well  fixed  in  his  body  ; other- 
wise there  would  have  been  great  trouble  in  getting  him 
up.  He  was  of  a most  lovely  azure  blue  on  his  hack, 
and  silver  below.  The  hooks  were  got  out  by  keeping 
his  mouth  open  with  a gaff,  while  his  gullet  was  cut 
open  and  the  hooks  and  attached  line  dragged  out 
through  the  cut  hole.  This  was  the  great  catch  of  the 
day.  Afterwards  we  got  another  dog-fish  (shaped  like 
a shark  this  time,  with  his  mouth  where  his  throat 
should  be),  and  a large  ray.  Then  the  whiting  began  to 
return,  and  we  got  a deep-sea  mackerel  thirty  fathoms 
down. 

“ But  it  was  getting  late,  and  as  wo  were  thinking  of 
starting,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  north,  and  we  had  a 
dead  beat  back,  getting  to  the  quay  about  7 30  p.m. 

“The  bag  was:  Two  mackerel,  twenty-five  whiting, 
two  dog-fish,  and  one  shark.  The  shark  was  to  me  the 
most  interesting  catch  of  the  day. 

“ I send  a long  account  because  you  asked  for  it,  and 
hope  we  shall  have  a day  together  yet.  G.  H.  G.” 


FISHING  ON  THE  COLNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform 
mo  of  good  fishing  for  roach  and  dace,  say  on  the  Colne 
or  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of  London,  and  how 
much  por  annum  ? and  oblige, — Yours  truly,  W.  H.  W. 


THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  angler  of  some  fifteen  years’ 
Thames  experience,  I have  frequently  been  much  sur- 
prised at  the  reports  sent  to  the  papers,  and  am  glad  to 
see  the  subject  has  been  referred  to  by  two  gentlemeu  in 
last  week’s  Gazette,  and  I thoroughly  agree  with  their 
remarks.  In  many  cases  I have  been  quite  unable  to 
reconcile  these  reports  with  my  own  experience 
especially  during  the  present  season,  and  cannot  under- 
stand how  some  of  these  late  large  takes  have  been  made 
as  the  water  is  quite  out  of  condition,  and  has  been  so 
for  a long  while. 

I remember  some  two  years  ago  while  fishing  at  a 
certain  Thames  weir,  carefully  watching  the  proceedings 
of  a professional  and  two  customers  (angling  close  by) 
for  two  whole  days  ; they  caught  a few  small  barbel,  but 
to  my  surprise  tho  next  week’s  report  was  of  a very 
largo  catch  ! My  own  experience  at  the  time  was  that 
tho  fish  were  quite  off  the  feed. 

I believe  these  exaggerated  reports  do  the  professional 
fishermen  moro  harm  than  good. — Yours  faithfully, 

Barnes.  F.  Wilkinson. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  glad  to  see  Mr.  W.  Hooton’s  letter 
on  this  subject  in  your  issue  of  the  15th  inst.  Tbis 
gentleman  is  a complete  stranger  to  me,  but,  like  myself 
lives  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames. 

I have  read  the  report  of  eighty-six  barbel  and  thirty- 
six  bream  and  fifteen  dozen  roach  and  dace  he  refers  to, 
which  appears  on  Sept.  9. 

On  the  13th  I rode  over  to  Sunbury,  and  happened  to 
to  see  Clarke,  sen.  I asked  him  what  had  been  done 
with  the  barbel.  He  informed  me  that  a gentleman  (I 
presume  a customer)  had  a take  of  forty  barbel 
and  some  bream  during  an  evening  and  the  next 
day.  He  also  informed  me  that  a barbel  of  111b, 
and  a bream  up  to  61b.  had  been  taken,  but  did  not 
mention  when.  On  making  further  inquiries  I was 
informed  by  a Sunbury  resident,  who  is  an  excellent 
fisherman,  that  the  111b.  fish  was  taken  on  (he  opening 
day  of  tho  season. 

Let  ns  analyse  what  a catch  of  eighty-six  barbel  and 
thirty-four  bream,  &c.,  means,  taking  the  figures  as 
follows. 

As  I am  told  a barbel  of  111b.  and  bream  up  to  61b. 
have  been  taken,  we  may  conclude  there  were  some 
large  fish  among  the  number,  though  the  report  says, 
“ most  of  tho  barbel  were  returned  to  the  river.”  Let 
us  take  the  average  of  the  barbel  as  2 jib.,  and  of  the 
bream  as  ljlb.  only  ; say,  ninety  roach  at  4oz.,  ninety 
dace  at  3oz.  These  figures  give:  2151b.  barbel;  511b. 
bream;  about  221b.  roach;  about  171b.  dace;’ total, 
3051b.,  or  nearly  2ijowt.  ! Again,  barbel  are  strong  fish, 
and  so  aro  Thames  bream,  aud  take  some  little  time  in 
playing— to  say  nothing  of  baiting  the  hook,  throwing 
in,  <fto.  Taking  the  number,  120  barbel  and  bream,  aud 
allowing  five  minutes  apiece  for  all  this, gives 600  minutes, 
or  ten  hours,  of  actual  profitable  throwing,  hooking, 
playing,  aud  landing,  without  allowing  for  the  roach 
and  daco  at  all,  and  1 don’t  for  one  moment  suppose 
the  roach  apd  dace  were  all  taken  iu  the  barbel  swims. 
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On  the  1st  mid  3rd  inMtn.  tho  wind  at  10  a.m.  was 
N.E.  : on  tho  4th,  (5th,  and  8th  mats.  N.N.E.  ; on  tho 
5th,  N.N.W.  ; and  on  tho  7th,  W.  (London);  and  tho 
wator  during  this  time  was  gin  oloar.  Mr.  Whooldon 
had  tho  host  oatoli  of  barbel  I havo  seen  this  yoar,  in 
tho  Shopperton  waters,  ho  very  kindly  showed  mo  his 
last  day’s  fish,  somo  beauties,  with  a noblo  0-pounder 
umoDg  them;  ho  had  boon  fishing  for  four  (if  not  five) 
oonsocutivo  days  undor  far  moro  favourable  circum- 
stances, and  in  most  oarofullv  baitod  swims,  but  1 foar 
his  largo  total  did  not  reach  2151b.  of  barbol. 

If  anglers  would  inoreaso  thoir  subscriptions  to  the 
T.A.P  S.,  moro  keopers  could  lie  appointed,  men  who 
are  not  interested  in  making  reports  of  largo  catchos, 
and  any  report  sent  in  should  be  certified  by  them. 
Until  this  can  bo  done,  I am  afraid  things  will  go  on  as 
usual. 

I have  had  tho  pleasure  of  forwarding  several  reports, 
chiefly  relating  to  trout  fishing  ; but  have  not,  in  so 
doing,  allowed  myself  to  be  carried  away  by  my  imagi- 
nation.— Faithfully  yours,  Charles  II.  Wheeley. 

Weybridgo. 

Sir, — As  my  name  was  coupled  with  tho  “ question- 
able ” report  referred  to  by  your  correspondent,  W. 
Hooton,  in  your  last  week’s  issue,  may  I ask  your 
favour  to  reply  to  him.  The  numbers  given  are  abso- 
lutely correct,  and  under  the  circumstances  I consider 
them  neither  extraordinary  nor  worthy  the  speoial 
attention  your  correspondent  has  been  pleased  to  give 
them.  The  enormous  number  of  steam  launohes  which 
now  daily  use  tho  Thames  undoubtedly  scatter  the  fish 
very  largely,  and  consequently  it  is  only  by  continuously 
baiting  a swim  that  they  can  be  kept  together.  This 
we  do.  We  carefully  select  good  swims,  bait  them  with 
on  an  average  2000  lobs  and  several  quarts  of  carrion 
gentles  weekly  and  then  fish  them,  and  here  is  the  secret, 
in  the  very  early  morning  and  during  the  evening,  both 
before  and  after  the  traffic  on  the  river.  Only  a Satur- 
day or  two  ago  we  captured  eighteen  barbel  in  two  hours 
weighing  exactly  511b.  So  that  taking  two  rods  in 
seven  days  the  total  is  moderate  and  under,  considerably, 
what  I have  often  done.  What  has  distance  to  do  with 
it  ? Many  a time  I have  seen  a punt  200  yards  below  me 
ledgering,  and  on  asking  “ What  luck?”  “Nothing,” 
while  I,  fishing  in  a sharper  stream  and  cleaner  bottom, 
have  had  a dozen  or  so.  Whether  any  usefulness  arises 
or  is  obtained  in  publishing  these  reports  is  an  open 
question,  but  I fail  to  see  how  they  are  “ rough  on 
strangers.”  No  practical  fisherman  would  expect  to  get 
a large  catch  in  an  unbaited  swim,  and  no  professional 
fisherman,  with  any  respect  for  his  customers, 
would  take,  or  allow  such  stranger  to  fish  in, 
a swim  that  had  been  baited  at  the  expense  of  a regular 
client.  This  season  has  been  quite  equal  (if  not  better) 
to  several  past  years  for  barhel,  and  for  bream  it  has 
been  better  than  I have  enjoyed  for  many  years,  my  best 
bream  soaling  no  less  than  6|lb.  The  head  water  bailiff 
has  frequently  seen  some  of  my  takes,  and  oould  speak 
to  several  capital  shows.  Ted  Clark  knows  the  river 
here  as  well  as  anybody,  and  under  his  guidance  the 
spots  we  fish  were  ohosen.  My  advice  is,  bait  a place 
well  and  stick  to  it.  The  fish  are  bound  to  work  up, 
providing  of  course  the  spot  is  suitable  in  every  way  for 
the  particular  kind  you  intend  trying  for. — Faithfully 
yours,  Wm.  H.  Bolt. 

Sunbury-on-Thames. 


WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


LENGTHS,  &c.,  OF  HAMPSHIRE  AVON  TROUT. 

My  Dear  Marston, — I send  you  herewith  list  of 
weights  and  measurements  of  trout  caught  in  the 
Hampshire  Avon,  at  Upavon,  in  the  year  1884.  If  of 
no  use  to  you  put  it  into  the  waste-paper  basket.  I 
only  weighed  one  here  and  there,  but  was  very  careful 
when  taking  particulars. 

My  sport  in  Norway  on  the  Nid  has  been  poor  this 
year. — Yours  sincerely,  T.  A.  Mitchell. 


May. 

June. 

Weight. 

Length, 

Girth. 

Weight. 

Length. 

Girth. 

lb. 

oz. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

lb. 

oz. 

n. 

in. 

in. 

2 

4 

1 

54 

9i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

12 

1 

44 

1 

12 

1 

44 

— 

0 

12 

0 

134 

— 

1 

64 

1 

34 

— 

1 

54 

0 

154 

8 

0 

14 

1 

0J 

— 

0 

154 

0 

13 

— 

1 

14 

1 

24 

— 

0 

14 

0 

124 

— 

0 

12 

1 

04 

— 

0 

104 

0 

12 

— 

July. 

0 

m 

0 

124 

— 

1 

0 

1 

14 

— 

0 

134 

0 

134 

— 

1 

04 

1 

2 

— 

June. 

0 

12 

1 

Of 

— 

1 

4| 

0 

15 

8 

1 

3 

1 

24 

— 

0 

15 

0 

124 

— 

0 

11 

1 

0 

— 

0 

104 

0 

114 

— 

0 

11 

1 

0 

— 

0 

11 

1 

0 

— 

1 

04 

1 

2 

— 

0 

124 

1 

14 

— 

0 

14 

1 

2 

— 

1 

9 

1 

4 

— 

1 

04 

1 

2 

— 

0 

104 

1 

0 

— 

1 

34 

1 

24 

— 

1 

54 

1 

3 

— 

0 

12 

1 

04 

— 

2 

24 

1 

C 

— 

1 

04 

1 

24 

— 

0 

14 

1 

14 

— 

0 

15 

1 

1 

— 

0 

12 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 



0 

134 

1 

0 

— 

0 

134 

1 

1 

— 

1 

0| 

1 

l S 

— 

0 

13 

1 

04 

— 

0 

124 

1 

04 

— 

1 

0 

1 

24 

— 

1 

1 

1 

14 

— 

0 

13 

1 

°4 

— 

0 

U4 

1 

of 

— 

0 

124 

1 

of 

— 

1 

0 

1 

‘4 

— 

0 

12 

1 

04 

— 

0 

14 

1 

i 

— 

A mono  our  old  established  clubs,  the  United  Society 
of  Anglers  holds  a prominent  position,  having  been 
formed  as  oarly  as  1857.  For  the  first  twenty-nine  years  ; 
of  its  existence,  the  Wellington,  in  Shoreditch,  was  the  j 
headquarters,  and  in  the  matter  of  preserved  specimen 
fish  the  members  could  boast  of  a grand  display.  This 
is  proved  by  tho  fact  that  the  club  sent  no  less  than 
eighty-five  cases  to  the  National  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
held  at  South  Kensington  in  1883,  and  was  awarded  two 
medals,  one  silver  and  one  bronze,  and  two  diplomas  for 
the  excellence  of  the  display.  Latterly,  several  of  the 
old  members  who  had  collections  in  tho  club-room  have 
departed  this  life,  whilst  others  retiring  from  matters 
piscatorial,  the  clubhouse  is  not  so  well  furnished  with 
trophies  as  heretofore,  although  there  are  still  many 
grand  cases  loft  upon  the  walls  of  the  now  headquarters, 
the  White  Hart,  Shoreditch,  and  of  which  the  annexed 
list  gives  particulars.  That  the  club  is  not  going 
backwards  in  the  matter  of  fishing  is  shown  by  the 
books,  which  give  the  gross  take  of  eleven  members  the 
past  season  as  13381b.  84oz.  One  of  the  members  has 
played  sad  havoc  with  the  bream  this  year,  one  day 
taking  551b.  14oz.,  largest  41b.  8£oz.,  and  another  day 
441b.  lloz.  Tho  worthy  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  H.  J.  Cook, 
who  has  filled  that  arduous  post  for  nineteen  years,  has 
taken  a fine  pike  of  151b.,  34in.  in  length,  and  has  cases 
of  carp  weighing  111b.  Goz.  and  51b.  8oz.,  tho  latter  taken 
with  roach  rod  and  tight  line,  surely  an  achievement  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud.  Mr.  Cook  has  also  a 
bream  of  51b.  8oz.,  and  two  tench,  31b.  7oz.  and  31b.  5oz. 
The  club  paid  ,£40  in  cash  prizes  last  season,  and  looks 
like  continuing  its  prosperous  career. 


Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Barbel 

...  Lea  

6 

0 

25in. 

Barbel 

...  Do 

5 14 

23Jin. 

Dace  (female) 

...  Do 

0 14 

11  sin. 

Dace  (male) 

...  Do 

0 12 

114in. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 

14 

llfin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 

14 

llfin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 134 

114'n. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 134 

lljin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 12 

llin. 

Chub 

...  Lea  

4 

0 

184in. 

Pike 

...  Do 

11 

1 

324in. 

Chub 

...  Thames  ... 

5 

4 

21in. 

Pike 

...  Lea 

9 

7 

30in. 

Pike 

...  Thames  

10 

0 

30  |in. 

Pike 

. . Lea  

11 

0 

324in. 

Chub 

..  Wey  

6 

34 

21in. 

Pike 

..  Lea 

11 

4 

314in. 

Chub 

...  New  River 

4 

0 

18  jin. 

Pike 

...  Lea  

13 

4 

33in. 

Pike 

...  Hampshire  Avon.. 

20 

8 

414in. 

Pike 

...  Private  

22 

8 

40in. 

Pike 

...  Lea  

12 

0 

33in. 

Pike 

...  Do 

10 

0 

314in. 

Pike 

...  Ouse  

16 

4 

374in. 

Perch 

...  Lea  

1 

15 

134in. 

Perch 

...  Do 

1 

8 

12fin. 

Peroh 

...  Thames 

2 

6 

144in. 

Perch 

...  Wey  

2 

14 

lljin. 

Perch 

...  Wey 

2 

1 

13fin. 

Roach 

...  Lea  ...  ... 

2 

24 

134in. 

Roach 

...  Ouse  

1 

12 

13fin. 

Roach 

...  Ouse  

1 

104 

13in. 

Roach 

...  Lea 

1 

8 

12|in. 

Trout 

...  Do 

3 

8 

]9|in. 

Roach 

...  Colne  

2 

0 

13in. 

Trout 

...  Lea  

3 

2 

18|in. 

Trout 

...  Do 

2 

124 

184in. 

Trout 

...  Do 

2 12 

18iin. 

Trout 

...  Do 

2 

4 

154in. 

Trout 

...  Do 

2 

9 

16fin. 

Carp 

...  Ouse 

3 

14 

16fin. 

Trout 

...  Lea  (a  thin  fish),. 

2 

8 

18in. 

Barbel 

. . . Kennet 

5 

74 

25in. 

Perch 

...  Lea  

2 

0 

13in. 

Barbel 

...  Do 

6 

3 

234in. 

Master  Francis  R.  A.  Jackson,  on  Sept.  11,  took  a 
pike  from  the  Yorkshire  Derwent,  on  “ Biokerdyke  ” snap 
tackle,  a trout  for  bait.  The  dimensions  are  as  follow  : 
Weight.  Length.  Girth. 

191b.  ...  40in.  ...  19in. 


No  club  in  the  South  of  England  conducts  its  business 
in  a more  sportsmanlike  manner  than  does  the  West- 
bourne  Park  Piscatorials.  No  gross  weight  prizes  in 
any  shape  or  form,  and  a very  high  standard — even 
compared  with  some  of  the  best  clubs — is  adopted. 
Roach  under  lib.  in  weight,  and  dace  under  8oz.  are  not 
acknowledged  in  the  club-room,  and  other  fish  to  be 
weighable  are  required  to  bo  up  to  an  equal  scale. 
Amongst  really  fine  preserved  specimens  are  several 
barbel  from  the  Kennot,  bream  from  tho  Ouse  and 
Thames,  tench,  some  grand  dace  from  the  Colne  (one 
lib.  joz.),  and  rudd.  Mr.  T.  Wood,  a new  but  enthu- 
siastic member,  caught  a beautiful  Kennet  trout, 
weighing  Gjlb.  ; and  Mr.  H.  Thompson,  the  respected 
hon.  sec.,  has  taken  a roach  of  2Jlb.  : whilst  that 
veteran  and  true  disciple  of  Walton,  Mr.  George  Evans, 
has  an  all  round  collection  of  good  specimens.  The 
following  are  a part  of  the  society’s  collection  : 


Species. 

Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Trout 

. Kennet  

6 4 

234in. 

Bream 

. Ouse 

c 44 

20jin. 

Tench 

..  Tring  Reservoir 

3 13 

19in. 

Carp 

Trout 

. Welsh  Harp 

5 104 

20Jin. 

. Thames  

6 1 

23;  in. 

Perch 

3 0 

J7in. 

Bream 

. Thames  

5 6 

204in. 

Tench 

..  Tring  Reservoir ... 

4 14 

204in. 

Dace 

. Colne  

1 04 

12fin. 

Barbel 

..  Kennet  ... 

7 124 

26iin. 

Barbel 

..  Do 

7 114 

26fin. 

Barbel 

..  Do 

7 124 

26£in. 

Pike 

. Colne  

16  0 

3Gf in. 

Tench  (female)  . 

..  Not  known 

4 0 

18in. 

Tench  (female)  . 

Do. 

4 04 

18in. 

Tench  (male) 

Do. 

4 04 

19fin. 

Tench  (female) 

Do. 

3 15 

17fin. 

Tench  (female)  . 

Do. 

4 04 

184in. 

Tench  (female)  . 

Do. 

4 0 

18in. 

Barbel 

..  Thames 

6 6J 

244in. 

Barbel 

..  Thames 

6 3 

26in. 

Barbel 

..  Thames 

7 24 

26in. 

Dace 

..  Kennet 

0 12 

llin. 

Dace 

Do. 

0 114 

lOfin. 

Dace 

Do. 

0 104 

104in. 

Dace 

Do. 

0 94 

lOin. 

Dace 

Do. 

0 94 

lOin, 

Roach 

..  Colne  

1 12 

13fin. 

Roach 

..  Do 

1 8 

13in. 

Roach 

..  Do 

1 8 

13in. 

Roach 

..  Do 

1 5 

min. 

Perch 

. . Kennet  

1 12f 

13m. 

Roach 

..  Tring  Reservoir 

1 124 

13f  in. 

Roach 

Do. 

1 84 

13in. 

Roach 

Do. 

1 64 

124in. 

Rudd 

. . Private  

2 14 

14£in. 

Rudd 

..  Do 

2 0 

13fin. 

Rudd 

..  Do 

1 144 

13in. 

Perch 

. . Kennet 

2 3 

134in. 

Dace 

Do 

0 Ilf 

104in. 

Dace 

..  Kennet 

0 124 

lljin. 

Dear  Sir, — A very  nice  barbel  was  caught  in  the 
Ouse,  at  St.  Neots,  this  afternoon,  and,  as  I have  never 
before  heard  of  this  fish  being  taken  here,  I think  the 
following  particulars  may  be  interesting  : — 

Length  to  fork  of  tail ...  23in. 

Length  to  point  of  tail  24Jin. 

Girth  14  tin. 

Weight 7flb. 

The  fish  is  being  preserved  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  of 
St.  Neots. — Yours  truly, 

Half  Moon,  St.  Neots.  Wm.  Nash. 

Sept.  18,  1894.  _____ 


Mr.  Everard  Ripley,  of  Richmond,  on  Sept.  16, 
took  a perch  from  the  Thames : 

Weight.  Length.  Girth, 

lib,  2oz.  ...  12iin.  ...  8fin. 

He  has  also  reoeived  for  preservation  a trout : 

Weight.  Length.  Girth. 

31b.  ...  19in.  ...  lOin. 


Dear  Sir, — As  you  are  collecting  statistics  upon  the  above  subject,  and  have  as  yet  had  no  table  referring 
exclusively  to  S.  salar,  the  subjoined  may  be  of  interest  to  you  and  youri  readers.  All  the  fish  the  measurements 
of  which  are  given  as  upon  my  own  authority  were  measured  soon  after  capture,  laid  flat  on  a stone,  from  tip  of 
nose  to  end  of  tail  fin. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  E.  B. 

Measurement  and  Weight  of  S.  Salar. 


Date  of  Capture. 

River. 

Weight, 
ib.  oz. 

Length, 
ft.  in. 

Girth, 
ft.  in. 

Sex. 

Reference. 

August  5,  1894 

A6ra  (Norway) 

68 

0 

4 

6 

2 

54 

M 

Fishing  Gazette,  Sept, 

June  17,  1890 

Esk  (Montrose) 

63 

0 

4 

7 

2 

5 

M 

Field,  June  21,  1890. 

October  27,  1886  ... 

Tweed 

57 

8 

4 

5 

2 

44 

Do.  Oct.  30,  1886. 

October  28,  1885  ... 

Dee  (Ardoe) 

57 

0 

4 

5 

2 

7 

Do.  Nov.  14,  1888. 

October  17,  1874  ... 

Derwent  (Cumberland) 

55 

8 

4 

6 

2 

4 

ivr 

Captor. 

November  9,  1888... 

Eden 

55 

8 

4 

3 

2 

5 

M 

Fishing  Gazette,  1888, 

October  10,  1876  ... 

Derwent  (Cumberland) 

52 

8 

4 

24 

Captor. 

October  10,  1876  ... 

Do. 

51 

8 

4 

14 

Do. 

June  7,  1884 

Severn  

50 

8 

4 

24 

Field,  June  14,  1884. 

Ootobor  30,  1874  ... 

Derwent  (Cumberland) 

47 

0 

4 

3 

2 

' 4 

i\i 

Writer. 

November  2,  1888... 

Annan  

46 

8 

4 

1 

2 

5 

M 

Fishing  Gazette,  1888, 

September  10,  1885 

Usk  

41 

12 

4 

4 • 

2 

14 

M 

Field,  Sept.  19,  1885 

November  11,  1887 

Tweed  ... 

40 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

Do.  Nov.  19,  1887. 

October  28,  1885  .. 

Dorwent  (Cumberland) 

28 

0 

3 

of 

1 

104 

M 

Writer. 

October  22,  1885  .. 

Do. 

27 

0 

3 

5 

1 

10 

M 

Do. 

November  13,  1885 

Do. 

27 

0 

3 

44 

1 

104 

M 

Do. 

October  13,  1885  ... 

Do. 

24 

8 

3 

24 

1 

114 

M 

Do. 

Soptombor  29,  1884 

Do. 

23 

0 

3 

3 

1 

10 

F 

Do. 

October  30,  1885  ... 

Do. 

22 

0 

3 

34 

1 

84 

M 

Do. 

Octobor  15,  1885  ... 

Do. 

15 

0 

2 

114 

1 

6 

F 

Do. 

THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


313 


September  29,  1894] 

CONTENTS. 


Stray  Casts  

...  313 

Tbe  River  Dee,  North  Wales 

...  313 

Sea  Fishing  at  Lowestoft  

...  314 

Wet  Fly  Fishing  

...  315 

Autumn  Angling  in  Scotland 

...  315 

Pulborough  Re-visited  

...  317 

A Netting  at  Misterton 

...  317 

Scotch  Notes  

...  318 

Reports  from  Rivers  

...  319 

Reports  from  Clubs 

...  321 

Jottings  by  the  Way  

...  323 

Provincial  Notes  

...  325 

Correspondence  

...  328 

NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and,  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
Bhould  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London, 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  suoh  com- 
munications. 

Terms  of  Bubseriptlon. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  . . ...  10s.  6d. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

„ Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Advertisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Telegraphic  Address— " RIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2670. 


Jtsjrittg  Settle 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29th,  1894. 


STRAY  CASTS. 


By  “Mona.” 

The  May-flv  season  of  1894  was  with  us  on  the 
Shannon  lakes  a somewhat  peculiar  one.  The 
dapping  on  the  lower  lake  (Derg)  is  earlier  by 
some  ten  or  twelve  days  than  that  on  Ree, 
so  that  it  is  possible  in  favourable  seasons 
to  forsake  Derg  when  the  rise  of  fly  is  waning 
and  thus  secure  an  additional  week  or  two  of 
sport  in  the  zenith  of  the  rise  on  Ree.  Of 
course,  it  is  but  fair  to  say  in  passing,  that  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  faithful  chronicler  can, 
with  a good  conscience,  refer  to  the  fishing  on 
the  latter  lake  as  “ sport  ” at  all,  as  of  late  years 
the  fish  to  the  fishing  has  been  somewhat  in  the 
proportion  of  Falstaff’s  bread  to  his  sack ; but, 
anyway,  the  fish  are  there,  numerous  and  large, 
handsome  and  spirited  as  any  trout  in  the  king- 
dom ; though,  alas!  generally  indifferent,  pain- 
fully indifferent,  to  the  charms  of  May- fly  or  any 
other  form  of  insect  life  with  which  the  present 
writer  is  acquainted. 

Not  being  on  my  oath,  I take  the  liberty  of 
saying  that  this  present  year,  at  least  to  the 
close  of  May,  was  the  coldest  that  ever  afflicted 
poor  humanity  in  these  latitudes.  During  the 


last  week  of  that  month  I have  been  frozen 
to  the  marrow  at  noon-day  when  sitting  in 
my  boat  on  Lough  Ree,  my  exposed  frost- 
bitten left  hand  adhering  in  a sort  of  clammy 
paralysis  to  the  handle  of  the  icy  oar  as  I 
attempted  to  keep  my  boat  drifting  parallel  to 
the  foam  wakes,  and  with  chattering  teeth  defied 
despair,  as  I gazed  at  my  impaled  pair  of  torpid 
drakes  driven  before  me  by  the  pitiless  Arctic  blast. 
Of  course  it  was  not  as  cold  as  January,  I suppose, 
but  January  is  January,  and  May  is  May.  The 
scientific  people  speak  about  our  summer  habit 
of  body  and  our  winter  habit,  and  say, 
and  very  justly  in  my  opinion,  that  if  the 
day  which  we  find  quite  seasonable  and  agree- 
able at  one  period  were  suddenly  sprung 
upon  us  in  the  middle  of  the  opposite  one 
the  consequences  would  be  serious,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  very  old  or  debilitated  probably 
fatal.  I at  least  am  quite  satisfied  that  the 
climatic  horrors  of  last  spring  have  shortened 
my  life,  and  so  far  I thus  pay  my  just  acknow- 
ledgments to  that  wretched  season. 

One  evening  in  June  the  oldest  member  of  our 
club,  whose  experience  of  our  weather  dates  back 
to  a period  some  years  anterior  to  my  birth — and 
I’m  no  chicken— drew  our  attention  to  the  fire 
in  the  stove  in  our  smoking-room.  We  saw 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  fire  except  that  it  was 
very  welcome  and  very  necessary.  “Well,”  said 
he,  “ I have  been  coming  here  this  twenty  odd 
years  and  I have  never  before  seen  a fire  in  that 
stove  after  the  first  week  of  April.  Now  it  is 
June,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  without 
it  one  single  evening  since  it  was  first  kindled, 
and  though  we  tried  it  once  or  twice  some 
evenings  lately,  the  cold  beat  us  on  its  merits  on 
these  occasions,  and  the  fire  had  to  be  started 
again.” 

In  such  frigid  weather,  the  miserable,  strug- 
gling, half  dead  May-flies  emerged  into  the 
wretchedness  of  their  brief  life  on  the  waters  of 
Derg.  Generally  speaking,  the  trout  regarded 
them  not,  and  who  could  wonder  at  it  ? Of 
course,  now  and  then,  there  was  a transient 
gleam  of  better  things  when  the  weather 
ielented  for  a moment,  and  abated  for  an  hour 
or  so  a little  of  its  ferocity.  I learned  the 
particulars  of  some  six  or  seven  rod?,  and 
three  fish  a day  each  seems  to  have  been 
top  score  with  them.  I spoke  to  no  one,  however, 
who  held  on  to  the  end,  and  so  cannot  speak 
positively  of  the  Derg  season  as  a whole. 
Neither  did  I hear  anything  of  the  doings  at  the 
southern  or  Killaloe  end,  where  the  fishing  is 
sometimes  very  good,  but  the  Athlone  visitors 
to  the  northern  shores  ruefully  confessed  that 
disappointment  saddened  all  the  scene  so 
far  as  they  were  concerned.  As  I had  been 
trolling  with  gudgeon  almost  daily  on  Lough 
Ree  during  April  and  May,  I was  in  a position 
to  notice  the  first  appearance  of  the  Drake  ; and 
sure  enough  on  the  17th,  as  I was  seeking  shelter 
on  a wooded  islet  from  a hailstorm,  the  first  un- 
happy visitants  which  I saw  came  struggling 
forth  on  the  wretched  scene.  Two  days  later 
they  were  fairly  plentiful  on  the  Inner  Lake, 
an  almost  land-locked  bay  of  a couple  of 
square  miles  in  extent,  where  they  invariably 
first  appear.  There  I fished  for  a week,  but 
without  stirring  a fish  or;  seeing  more  than  one 
or  two  rise  any  day  during  the  time.  My 
diary  for  this  period  is,  in  fact,  nothing  but  a 
monotonous  record  of  Bleet  and  hail  and  icy 
north  winds,  sometimes  of  great  violence,  with 
blank  days  made  blanker  with  my  language,  the 
whole  composing  a cup  of  misery  and  woe  such 
as  no  angler  I hope  has  this  year  tasted, 
whatever  his  sins  may  be.  To  put  myself 
right  with  those  who  may  naturally  be  inclined 
to  entertain  doubts  of  my  sanity  for  thus 
obstinately  sticking  to  the  enjoyment  (!)  of  this 
sport  (!),  let  me  remark  that;  this  was  the  first 
season  I had  an  opportunity  to  test  the  resources 
of  the  lake  in  the  dapping  season  thoroughly, 
as  in  previous  years  business  only  allowed  me 
out  a day  or  so  in  the  week  at  most.  I therefore 
kept  at  it  till  June  27,  when  the  fly,  which 
had  been  steadily  decreasing  in  number  for  some 
days,  seemed  to  have  entirely  disappeared. 
Losing  only  two  days,  but  observing  Sunday 
however,  I find  I fished  on  thirty-two  days,  that 
twenty-three  of  these  were  absolutely  blank,  and 
that  on  the  other  nine  days  I had  exactly  twenty 
fish,  weighing  501b.  I got  151b.  on  the  5th,  and 


the  same  on  the  22nd.  The  average  weight  was 
good,  only  four  fish  being  under  21b.,  the  best  going 
5|lb.  My  two  best  days  were  unbeaten  records 
so  far  as  I can  ascertain,  but  my  total  was 
nowhere,  one  rod  almost  doubling  it,  and 
having  only  one  blank  day  into  the  bargain. 
This  rod,  too,  was  idle  for  almost  half  my  time, 
not  beginning  till  the  fly  was  well  up,  and  ceasing 
when  the  end  was  apparently  near.  Neither  was 
it  out  on  calm  and  cloudless  days ; but  as  for 
me,  the  charms  of  novelty  and  new-found 
liberty  were  irresistible,  and  so  I figured  as  a 
wonder  and  a portent  to  the  old  stagers,  and, 
in  what  was  generally  considered  a lunatic  per- 
sistence, succeeded  in  making  a record  of  my  own 
which  may  not  be  lowered  for  a season  or  two. 

Johnson  speaks  of  the  life  of  a sailor  as  being 
imprisonment  tempered  with  a chance  of  being 
drowned ; the  dapper  on  an  Irish  lake  is  in  a 
similar  condition  with  the  sailor,  with  hard 
labour  thrown  in.  If  the  unhappy  sufferer 
has  to  pull  a few  miles  daily  against  a 
remorseless  head  wind  before  reaching  his  fishing 
ground,  then  the  normal  conditions  of  this 
fascinating  form  of  sport  are  fairly  satisfied.  Of 
course  there  are  possible  incidental  delights  as 
well,  such  as  a complete  change  in  the  weather 
taking  place  when  one  has  just  started  one’s 
fishing,  the  strong  wind  which  took  so  much  out 
of  us  on  our  journey  out  suddenly  falling,  and  a 
dead  calm  with  a cloudless  sky  succeeding,  and 
promising  to  hold  out  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
Under  such  circumstances  one  can  either  chew 
the  cud  of  bitter  melancholy  and,  desperately 
hoping  against  hope,  sit  it  out  to  the  bitter  end, 
and  so,  as  darkness  closes  in,  find  his  way  home 
without  having  wetted  a line.  For  in  a calm 
dapping  is  a physical  impossibility.  Of  course 
a dry  fly  could  be  used  if  one  saw  any  fish 
rise,  but  then  I never  do  see  fish  rise  in  a calm, 
however  plentiful  the  fly  may  be.  Or,  on  the 
other  hand,  one  may  just  give  it  up  and  go  home, 
to  find  a nice  breeze  with  passing  clouds  spring 
up  an  hour  or  two  after  getting  there,  giving 
promise  of  a nice  evening  if  one  were  only  on  the 
spot.  But  the  characteristic  feature  of  dapping, 
especially  successful  dapping,  is  hard  work,  and 
in  this  respect  it  probably  holds  its  own  against 
any  form  of  sport  known.  Wind,  and  stiff  wind 
too,  is  indispensable  if  one  is  to  get  fish, 
and  the  stiffer  it  blows  the  more  quickly 
one  gets  to  the  end  of  a drift,  and  the 
more  incessant  is  the  pulling  again  and 
again  up  to  the  windward  shore  we  have  drifted 
from.  If  fish  are  rising  and  sport  is  at  all  brisk 
one’s  eagerness  to  be  at  it  and  lose  no  time 
frequently  results  in  such  physical  prostration 
that  paddling  home  at  the  close  of  the  day  is 
almost  beyond  one’s  strength.  When  fish  are 
sulky  it  is  still  worse,  for  our  bootless  labour  is 
the  more  keenly  felt,  and  we  realise  in  our 
bitterness  at  last  what  a mere  unweeded  garden 
life  can  be  when  luck  is  dead  against  us.  For 
dapping,  like  Christmas,  comes  but  once  a year, 
and  but  for  three  short  weeks  or  so  even  then, 
so  that,  failing  Joshua’s  power  to  stay  the  setting 
sun,  a moment  lo3t  now  is  never  to  be  regained. 
And  our  dapping,  poor  as  it  is,  is  practically  the 
only  trout  fishing  we  have  on  this  lake. 

( To  be  continued.) 


THE  RIVER  DEE,  NORTH  WALES. 


When  the  Dee  is  low,  it  requires  some  ex- 
perience in  the  art  of  fly-fishing — or  at  the  least, 
a favourable  day  and  some  luck — to  obtain  a good 
basket  of  trout.  Looking  at  my  angling  diary 
for  this  year,  I find  that  on  April  7,  the  river  at 
the  time  being  low  and  clear,  I killed  seventeen 
trout,  weighing  (j|lb.,  on  the  fine  stretch  of  the 
River  Dee  rented  and  preserved  by  the  Associa- 
tion at  Cor  wen.  It  is  a fact  well  known  to  all 
anglers,  and  one  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the 
Dee,  that  on  some  days,  though  wind  and  weather 
may  seem  favourable,  none  but  small  trout  rise  to 
your  flies,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  when 
rivers  are  reduced  to  a low  summer  level.  If,  at 
such  times,  a better  fish  comes  to  inspect  your 
imitation,  he  is  satisfied  with  a simple  inspection, 
or  should  the  spirit  prompt  him  to  take  the  fly 
gingerly  in  his  mouth,  the  unpalatable  morsel  is 
instantly  ejected  and  a slight  pluck  at  the  line, 
with  a quiet  swirl  in  the  water,  are  all  that  tell  of 
your  wary  visitor.  But  on  the  day  of  which  I 
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write  very  few  of  tho  smaller  trout  wero  in 
evidonco,  most  of  those  I caught  being  of  the 
^Ib.  size,  or  thereabouts,  whilo  a couple  lairly 
turned  tho  scale  at  12oz.  and  13oz.  When  you 
are  employing  a light  single-handled  rod  with 
small  flies  and  tho  finest  of  tackle,  trout  of  this 
size  give  capital  sport — good  enough  to  satisfy 
the  expectations  of  any  reasonable  angler. 

I had  only  a short  experience  of  tho  river,  but  I 
was  fortunate  in  selecting  for  tho  day’s  operations 
a portion  of  it  where  the  trout  were  rising  freely, 
and  whore  the  strong  south  wind  which  was  blowing 
made  anico  curl  onthewater.  Commencing  a short 
distance  above  Corwcn  Bridge,  I fished  a stream 
or  two  without  result,  and  my  basket  was  still 
empty  when  1 reached  the  fine  pool  made  by  the 
junction  of  the  River  Alwen.  I saw  trout  rising 
in  the  backwater  close  to  the  north  bank,  and 
wading  in  from  the  opposite  side  1 quickly  took 
out  three  fine  fish,  plump,  red-spotted  beauties, 
that  made  the  reel  sing  merrily  as  they  rushed 
down  stream,  and  jumped  high  in  the  air  in  vain 
efforts  to  get  free.  The  Association  water  includes 
a short  stretch  of  the  Alwen  just  above  its  junc- 
tion with  the  larger  river,  and,  as  I had  not 
previously  thrown  a line  in  this  fine  trouting 
stream,  I now  walked  up  with  the  intention  of 
giving  it  a trial.  There  is  a long,  deep  pool  a 
few  hundred  yards  from  the  Dee,  where  the  wind, 
which  was  blowing  half  a gale,  was  meeting  the 
current  and  kicking  up  quite  a little  sea,  and 
wading  in  at  the  lower  end,  I soon  became  better 
acquainted  with  the  Alwen  trout,  for  in  a very 
few  minutes  half-a-dozen  plump  fellows  were 
added  to  the  basket.  But  I was  unfortunate  in 
losing  two  fine  fish  which  rose  and  were  hooked 
in  the  deeper  water  under  one  bank  ; with  a single 
exception,  I think  they  were  the  largest  trout  I 
hooked  that  day,  for  each  of  them  appeared  to  be 
fully  lib.  in  weight.  Having  exhausted  the 
resources  of  this  pool,  I walked  across  the  fields 
to  a foot-bridge  over  the  Dee,  above  which 
the  river  takes  a sharp  turn,  forming  a 
fine  pool  at  the  bend,  while  further  down, 
the  stream  spreads  out  into  a broad,  quiet 
reach  fringed  with  fine  trees  on  either  bank. 
The  upper  part  at  the  bend  was  drawn  blank, 
but  a couple  of  good  trout  came  to  the  net  below 
the  bridge,  where  some  big  stones  in  the  bed  of 
the  stream  make  a swirl  in  the  current ; and, 
wading  down  the  gravel  reach  below,  I secured 
two  or  three  more,  I was  reeling  up,  and  on  the 
point  of  leaving  the  water,  when  I saw  a good 
rise  under  a small  oak  tree  on  the  far  bank,  so, 
wading  out  again,  I tried  to  cover  the  place.  It 
was  a long  cast,  and  the  wind  was  shifty,  but  at 
length  I brought  the  fly  fairly  over  the  place 
where  I had  marked  the  rise ; the  trout  came 
quietly  at  the  fly,  but  without  touching  it,  and  I 
knew  from  the  large  ring  it  made  in  the  smooth 
current  that  the  fish  was  a heavy  one.  In  order 
to  obtain  a better  leverage  with  my  small  rod  I 
was  holding  it  below  and  close  to  the  reel,  and 
after  a cast  or  two  I again  succeeded  in  covering 
the  spot ; the  fly,  more  by  good  luck  than 
guidance,  falling,  light  as  a feather,  just  where  it 
was  aimed.  The  trout  came  at  it  with  a rush  and 
a great  splash,  and  I felt  that  he  was  firmly 
hooked;  but,  unfortunately,  the  handle  of  the 
reel  jammed  against  my  hand  ; the  trout  made  a 
strong  run  from  me,  and  before  I could  free  the 
line  it  broke  like  pack  thread,  and  the  fish 
remained  in  possession  of  my  tail  fly ; while  I 
slowly  reeled  up,  with  those  feelings  of  blank 
disappointment  and  vexation  common  to  votaries 
of  the  scientific  art  in  the  like  situation. 

I returned  home  about  four  o’clock,  by  which 
time  the  rise  was  over,  well  satisfied  with  the 
weight  of  fish  I was  carrying ; but  the  loss  of  that 
heavy  trout  still  rankles  in  my  mind,  and  I am 
not  without  hope  that  I may  yet  bring  him  to 
book,  or,  rather,  to  basket,  before  leaving  the 
neighbourhood.  R.  C.  Drummond. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT. 

(Extracts  from  a paper  read  before  the  Gresham  Society 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker.) 

As  fishing  in  salt  water  is  gradually  becoming 
better  known,  and  its  manifold  advantages 
recognised,  the  following  remarks  regarding 
a short  but  pleasant  holiday  spent  at  Lowestoft 
may,  perhaps,  prove  of  interest.  Lowestoft 
is  divided  into  north  and  south  by  the  short  cut 
which  connects  tho  inner  harbour  with  Oulton 


I Broad  and  the  River  Waveney.  The  northern 
portion  of  the  town  is  mainly  occupied  by 
persons  engaged  in  the  sea  fishing  industry. 
Anglers  are  permitted  to  fish  anywhere  in  the 
inner  harbour,  provided  they  do  not  cause  an 
obstruction.  The  favourite  place  is  the  north 
extension  pier  and  the  sea  front  for  codling 
and  whiting,  and  the  sides  of  tho  harbour 
near  where  the  fish  are  landed  for  smelts 
and  flounders.  I ought  to  say  that  I do 
not  much  favour  fishing  from  piers,  as 
the  designers  of  these  elegant  and  useful 
structures  apparently  never  give  the  slightest 
thought  to  the  requirements  of  anglers,  who  have 
usually  to  pull  the  fish  they  hook  some  distance 
above  the  water  before  they  can  land  them.  If 
the  tackle  is  fine  fish  often  break  away,  if  strong 
enough  to  stand  this  strain,  the  chances  are  that 
the  fish  will  not  feed  freely  on  account  of  the 
coarse  tackle  necessary,  besides  fish — and  es- 
pecially large  ones — have  the  knack  of  tangling 
the  tackle  round  the  piles  usually  necessary  in 
pier  construction,  which  generally  entails  the  loss 
of  both  tackle  and  fish.  As  there  are  times, 
however,  when  even  the  best  sailor  cannot  face  the 
angry  waves,  I have  had  a rod  especially  con- 
structed for  pier  fishing.  Its  characteristics  are 
strength  and  length;  with  it  you  can  lift  a fish  of 
51b.  or  61b.  weight,  its  length  (16ft.)  greatly  assists 
your  playing  a large  fish  clear  of  the  piles.  If 
the  angler,  however,  takes  a boat,  he  will  then  be 
on  a level  with  the  water,  and  he  runs  no  un- 
necessary risk  in  landing  his  fish.  Unfortunately 
some  anglers  cannot  stand  the  usual  rocking 
motion  of  a boat,  therefore  to  them  pier  fishing  is 
almost  a necessity,  unless  there  is  deep  water  near 
the  shore,  such  as  is  fortunately  the  case  at 
Lowestoft,  and  thus  during  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber, November,  and  Decemoer,  the  beach  here  is 
generally  lined  with  anglers,  some  of  whom  have 
“ throw  out  lines  ” similar  to  those  used  at  Deal. 
The  leads  preferred  are  the  heart  shape,  and  from 
lib.  to  l|lb.  in  weight;  the  lead  and  short  thick 
manilla  trace,  with  wood  button,  can  be  pur- 
chased at  an  ironmonger’s  shop  in  High-street 
for  6d.  Most  of  the  ironmongers  and  fancy 
shopkeepers  have  a limited  supply  of  tackle  ; bus 
Mr.  H.  Brand,  of  No.  3,  The  Bridge,  who  styles 
himself  a fisherman’s  outfitter  and  tailor,  keeps 
a fairly  good  stock  of  tackle,  waterproof  coats, 
and  other  anglers’  requisites.  In  the  choice  of  a 
boatman  and  boat  I was  particularly  fortunate. 
My  man,  George  Rose,  is  a shrimp  trawler,  who 
owns  a very  convenient  cutter,  built  for  sailing 
on  the  Broads  ; its  name  is  Friendship.  George 
Rose’s  address  is  14,  Duke’s  Head-street,  a turn- 
ing to  the  left  hand  out  of  the  High-street,  and  a 
short  distance  from  its  junction  with  the  London 
Road.  I paid  him  5s.  per  day  and  shared  my 
luncheon  with  him.  He  is  civil,  obliging,  and 
exerts  himself  to  secure  fish,  and  he  has  the 
further  recommendation  of  being  a total  abstainer 
and  a good  sailor,  consequently  we  had  several 
very  enjoyable  sails  together  during  the  eleven 
days  I stayed  here. 

Anglers  who  essay  sea  fishing  will  find  a chart 
of  the  place  they  propose  visiting  a valuable 
addition  to  their  outfit.  They  can  oe  purchased 
at  Messrs.  Norie  [&  Wilson’s  Nautical  Ware- 
house, 156,  Minories,  or  J.  D.  Potter,  32,  Poultry, 
and  of  other  chart  dealers.  The  chart,  combining 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  Roads,  costs  ,3s. ; the 
soundings  are  in  feet,  but  in  most  charts 
they  are  maked  in  fathoms.  This  chart 
shows  there  are  from  12ft.  to  13ft.  of  water 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  at  low  water 
of  ordinary  spring  tides.  The  action  of  the 
sea  here  is  to  silt  up  the  harbour,  but  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  some  of 
the  most  modern  appliances  for  dredging,  and 
thus  they  are  able  to  keep  up  a constant  conflict 
with  the  sea.  The  depth  of  water  in  the 
Lowestoft  Roads  is  about  30ft.,  to  which  must  be 
added  the  extra  depth  caused  by  the  tide  of  the 
day;  this  of  course  varies  from  low  to  high  water, 
the  spring  rise  is  Gift.,  and  the  neap  5£ft.  > but  at 
Yarmouth  Roads  there  is  deeper  water,  varying 
from  66ft.  east  of  the  Britannia  Pier  (middle  of 
the  Roads)  to  41ft.  off  Gorloston.  The  width  of 
the  Lowestoft  Roads  is  three  cables,  each  cable  is 
100  fathoms  (as  a fathom  equals  two  yards,  tho 
width  is  600  yards).  Charts  have  a scale  of 
cables  marked  on  them,  ten  cables  equal  a 
nautical  mile,  2,029  yards.  Anglers  must  not 
forget  this  exceeds  tho  statute  mile,  1,760  yards, 


by  269  yards,  and  that  a knot  and  a nautical 
mile  are  equivalent  terms.  The  North  Newcome 
buoy,  painted  black  and  white  stripes,  is  anchored 
just  on  the  inner  side  of  the  middle  sand,  on 
which  there  is  only  about  Oft.  of  water,  and 
outside  of  which  is  the  Stanford  Channel  with 
about  46ft.  I diligently  searched  the  shore  from 
Corton  to  Pakefield,  where  I obtained  the  best 
fishing,  but  I gave  the  sewer  outfall  near  the  new 
lighthouse  a wide  berth;  the  smell  was  enough 
for  me,  and  I must  say  I do  not  care  to  either  fish 
near  these  outfalls,  or  eat  the  fish  that  may  be 
caught  there.  The  ground  appears  to  be  sandy 
all  over  the  roads  until  you  come  to  Pakefield, 
were  I took  some  fair  sized  whiting,  small 
codling,  a nice  eel,  and  some  dog-fish.  It  was 
necessary  to  use  11b.  leads  in  the  centre  of 
the  roads,  but  the  weight  can  be  decreased  as  you 
approach  the  shore.  On  another  occasion,  not 
having  secured  any  large  cod,  we  tried  further 
out  by  crossing  Lowestoft  Roads  and  then  the 
Newcome  Sands;  on  their  further  side  we  fished 
in  about  47ft.  of  water,  the  distance  from  shore 
being  If  miles ; here  in  order  to  keep  the  bottom, 
sinkers  of  31b.  weight  were  required. 

Many  really  good  fresh-water  anglers  act  as  if 
they  imagine  that  any  size  hook  or  description 
of  tackle  will  enable  them  to  catch  fish  in  salt 
water,  also  that  the  denizens  of  the  briny  have 
no  particular  choice  of  bait ; and  in  short,  all 
that  is  necessary  is  to  use  a sinker  sufficiently 
heavy  to  carry  their  trace  to  the  bottom,  the  sea 
being  so  vast,  it  matters  very  little  where  they 
cast  anchor,  or  the  description  of  fish  they  pro-  j 
pose  catching.  Of  course,  big  baits  will  catch 
large  fish,  and  therefore  strong  tackle  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  But  how  differently  these 
anglers  would  have  acted  had  they  intended 
fishing  in  either  river  or  lake ; they  would  no 
doubt  have  first  determined  the  description  of 
fish  they  proposed  catching,  and  then  made  a 
careful  selection  of  tackle ; the  size  of  hooks, 
and  thickness  of  gut  would  have  been  considered 
of  the  utmost  importance,  and  suitable  bait 
would  also  have  been  obtained.  Upon  arrival  at 
their  destination,  they  would  no  doubt  first  care- 
fully survey  the  water  before  ever  unpacking  their 
rods,  or  at  once  proceed  to  some  well-known 
swim. 

Now  I can  assure  these  gentlemen  that  it  is 
necessary  also  to  study  the  matters  of  detail 
to  which  I have  alluded  before  attempting  to 
fish  in  the  briny,  and  that  if  they  bring  their 
knowledge  of  fresh-water  fishing  to  bear  on 
the  information  contained  in  such  works,  as 
“Angling  in  Salt  Water,”  by  John  Bickerdyke, 

“ Wilcock’s  Sea  Fisherman,”  “ Sea  Fishing  on  the 
English  Coast,”  by  Aflalo,  secretary  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society,  and  “The  Sea  and  the  Rod,” 
by  Paske  and  Aflalo,  together  with  the  excellent 
articles  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  from 
time  to  time,  they  will  with  a little  practice 
become  as  expert  with  salt  as  fresh-water  fishing, 
and  perchance  many  will  even  give  the  preference 
to  the  former  ; for  are  there  not  a greater  variety 
of  fish  to  angle  for,  most  of  which  are  stronger, 
size  for  size,  than  fresh-water  fish,  and  conse- 
quently give  greater  sport,  and  it  is  a strange 
fact  that  anglers  do  not  give  their  salt-water  fish 
away  so  freely  as  those  caught  in  fresh  water, 
possibly  because  they  form  such  an  agreeable 
addition  to  the  table.  Many  anglers  decline  salt- 
water fishing  on  account  of  the  coarse  tackle 
they  have  seen  professional  anglers  and  their 
patrons  use,  but  this  is  a great  mistake,  because 
they  might  endeavour  to  improve  this  tackle  ; 
indeed,  professionals  who  formerly  laughed  at 
rods,  gut  hooks,  and  fine  tackle  in  general,  are 
now  just  beginning  to  appreciate  it. 

Two  points  have  to  be  considered  in  regard  to 
sea  traces  and  running  lines  ; firstly,  traces  and 
gut  hooks  need  only  be  strong  enough  to  hold  the 
fish  you  propose  catching,  as  they  can  be  landed 
with  the  help  of  net  or  gaff  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  no  matter  how  heavy  the  sinkers  may  be, 
they  should  form  no  factor  in  this  calculation  ; 
for  instance,  although  I used  sinkers  of  21b. 
weight,  I caught  my  fish,  whiting  and  small 
codling,  with  large  roach  hooks  on  fine  gut ; this 
corrects  the  first  great  mistake  which  most 
anglers  make  when  they  commence  angling  in 
salt  water. 

Sinkers  must  be  sufficiently  hoavy  to  ovorcomo 
the  resistance  of  tho  tide,  whether  it  runs  fast, 
medium,  or  slow;  it  is  therefore  desirable  to  have 
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j some  arrangement  for  increasing  or  diminishing 
j the  weight.  The  running  line  must  be  strong 
f enough  to  hold  the  fish  you  expect  to  catch,  as 
i well  as  the  sinkers,  and  they  must  also  be  strong 
j enough  to  stand  the  jerk  of  striking,  which  must 
i he  fairly  considerable  when  you  use  even  |ib. 
i sinkers.  I do  not  believe  ledger  leads  act  if  the 
| depth  exceeds  about  15ft.,  even  in  moderate 
j currents.  The  thickness  of  lines  also  has  a 
j material  bearing  on  the  weight  that  will  be 
required,  because  thick  lines  offer  greater 
i resistance  to  the  current  than  fine  ones.  I have 
often  heard  anglers  state  they  could  not  hold  the 
bottom,  their  wish  being  to  represent  the  impossi- 
bility of  doing  so  : but  this  is  simply  absurd, 
if  they  fished  from  a boat  anchored  in  the  stream, 
because  if  you  can  hold  the  bottom  with  a thick 
cable  and  anchor,  you  can  surely  do  so  with  a fine 
cord  and  a sufficiently  heavy  weight. 

.Sea  anglers  should  provide  themselves  with 
winches  of  not  less  than  4in.  in  diameter,  on 
account  of  the  great  waste  of  time  that  smaller 
ones  occasion  either  when  drawing  up  the  line 
with  .fish,  or  to  re-bait  the  hooks.  A winch  4^in. 
in  diameter  will  wind  up  about  1ft.  for  each 
revolution,  consequently  if  the  depth  is  only  20ft. 
you  must  make  twenty  turns  ; personally  I prefer 
one. of  from  6in.  to  9in.  in  diameter  for  bottom 
fishing,  according  to  the  depths  fished,  bub  I con- 
sider one  of  4in.  sufficient  for  bass  fishing,  as 
these  splendid  fish  can  be  caught  during  the  time 
your  bait  is  descending  or  ascending,  so  that 
rapid  movement  is  not  only  unnecessary  but  even 
prejudicial  to  success. 

There  is  a capital  little  work  by  “ Luberta,” 
entitled  “ The  Fishes  of  the  Great  Yarmouth 
j District,”  published  by  J.  Rochford  O’Dris- 
coll, Dagmar  House,  Lowestoft  (price  6d), 
from  which  it  appears  there  are  131  varieties 
of  fish  to  be  found  in  the  locality,  111 
, of  which  inhabit  the  sea,  and  20  fresh 
water.  Most  of  the  sea  fish,  however,  are 
more  or  less  rare  visitors,  so  that  I shall  only 
, mention  22  of  those  most  worthy  the  attention 
! of  sea  anglers,  viz.,  brill,  cod,  conger,  dab,  dog- 
fish, eels,  flounders,  halibut,  herrings,  mackerel, 
pollack,  pouting,  sand  lance  (or  sand  eel),  salmon 
trout,  sprats,  soles,  smelts,  skate,  turbot,  whiting, 
and  wee  vers  (lesser  and  greater).  I cannot  help 
thinking,  however,  that  all  such  works  as  I have 
just  mentioned  should  have  three  separate 
indexes ; at  all  events,  they  would  then  prove 
much  more  useful  to  anglers.  Each  should  be 
arranged  alphabetically ; the  first  should  be 
according  to  their  orthodox  English  names,  the 
second  to  their  scientific,  and  the  third  for  local 
names..  As  an  example  let  me  instance  the 
mysterious  name  of  “ But.”  I consulted  several 
books  before  I found  this  was  the  local  name  for 
our  good  old  friend  the  flounder.  I have  included 
the  weever  in  my  list  because  every  sea  angler 
should  be  able  to  recognise  this  dangerous  fish. 
In  the  district  of  Lowestoft  the  lesser  weever  is 
the  more  common  variety,  viper  weever,  locally 
known  as  sting  fish.  It  is  only  about  6in. 
long,  its  dorsal  and  opercular  spines  are  very 
poisonous.  The  prick  from  a smaller  weever,  Dr. 
Gunther  informs  me,  is  as  bad  or  worse  than 
that  of  a hornet;  one  from  the  greater  weever 
causes  a week’s  illness  or  more. 


WET  FLY  FISHING. 


In  his  “ Wild  Sports  of  the  West,”  Maxwell 
quotes  two  fly-fishers  of  opposite  types:  Col.  S, 
who  had  a plethoric  book  containing  a vast 
assortment  of  flies,  and  Capt.  B.,  who  seldom 
brought  a second  cast  with  him,  though  provided 
with  all  the  necessary  materials  for  tying.  The 
first  could  not  fabricate  a fly,  and  used  to  waste 
hours  in  searching  his  enormous  collection  for 
the  one  he  wanted,  while  the  second,  if  he  had 
not  the  right  colours  up,  would  rip  off  dub- 
bing  and  hackle  on  the  bank,  and  produce  a 
fresh  cast  in  half  an  hour.  Both  were  good 
fishermen,  but  were  naturally  condemned  for 
these  extremes.  The  author  advises  that  tying 
materials  should  invariably  be  carried,  to  enable 
the  angler  (who  should  always  be  capable  of 
tying)  to  imitate  any  particular  insect  which  may 
be  on.  In  our  day  I think  experience  scarcely 
bears  this  out.  Trout  often  go  off  suddenly,  and 
\ valuable  time  is  lost,  perhaps  in  adverse 
weather,  in  trying  to  produce  a satisfactory 


imitation.  Flies  of  every  description  are  now 
so  admirably  fashioned,  and  at  so  cheap  a 
rate,  that  manufacture  on  the  bank  is  no  longer 
necessary,  and  equally  so  that  to  be  successful  a 
man  must  needs  be  a tyer  himself.  At  the  same 
time  a knowledge  of  the  art  is  extremely  useful. 
However,  without  it,  a knowledge  of  the  water, 
the  flies  for  the  month  and  place,  and  a moderate 
book  of  well-known  killers  will  ensure  success  to 
the  experienced  angler.  And  here  a vexata 
qucestio  arises,  whether  it  is  always  best  to  fish 
with  an  artificial  copy.  Will  Mr.  Trutta  fluvialilis 
he  more  likely  to  go  for  it  when  he  has  plenty  of 
the  genuine  article  over  his  nose?  At  best, 
beautifully  as  they  are  now  made,  the  wet  fly 
hardly  flatters  the  exquisite  delicacy  of  the  real 
insect.  When  our,  finny  friends  are  feeding 
voraciously  on  the  natural  May-fly,  it  is  useless 
to  try  the  imitation.  Yet  even  then  I have  some- 
times done  a little  with  some  tiny  midges  and 
wee  spidery  hackles  totally  differing  in  colour. 
And  this  rule  often,  too,  applies  when  insects  less 
attractive  thanj;the  great  Ephemerae  are  about. 
It  would  be  irrational  to  lay  down  any  such 
theory,  and  I should  be  properly  jumped  on.  It 
is  unquestionably  well  to  have  some  of  the  colour 
and  size  of  what  is  on  the  water,  but  is  not  the 
imitation  theory — ant  Caesar  aut  nullu s — carried 
a little  to  excess  by  many  fishermen  ? I do 
think  that  if  the  finest  “ selected  ” gut  (better 
than  drawn)  be  used,  and  if  the  angler  tries  an 
entirely  strange  fly,  he  will,  if  a workman,  now 
and  then  meet  with  unexpected  luck.  I had  one 
never-tc-be-forgotten  experience  of  this  when 
engaged  in  a fly-fishing  match  for  a wager 
against  a veteran  opponent  on  a South  of  Ireland 
river,  the  Laune.  The  flies  usually  on  at  the 
time!  were  small  black  hackles  with  hare’s  wings 
and  blue  and  green  bodies,  hook  13,  and  we  were 
both  provided  with  these.  A vagrant  fancy  led 
me  to  mount  for  second  dropper  a tiny  midge  of 
Farlow’s,  light  landrail  hackle  over  bright  yellow 
floss  body,  hook  15.  There  was  no  such  fly  on 
the  water,  and,  with  one  exception,  every  trout  I 
killed  took  that  lucky  midge,  which  gained  me  the 
victory.  It  was  abrightish  day,  with  a very  faint 
breeze,  and  the  small  blacks  were  everywhere  about. 
I managed  to  put  thirteen  fish  together,  most 
of  them  running  lib.  and  a little  over.  Very  few 
were  showing  themselves  and  the  water  was  open. 
My  experience  also  points  to  one  important 
matter,  viz.,  that  asarule  far  toolargeflies  areused. 
I noticed  an  article  of  Mr.  Tod’s  anent  success 
with  midge  doubles,  and,  if  you  take  the  average 
fly  fisher,  you  will  generally  find  him  flogging 
away  with  flies  tied  on  No.  12  hooks,  which  are 
sometimes  sizes  larger  than  the  insects  they  are 
supposed  to  resemble.  Consequently  they  are 
taken  short,  a jerk  or  an  indignant  flop  of  the 
tail  evincing  Mr.  Trout’s  distaste,  when,  if  tied 
smaller,  they  would  go  down.  Then  the  angler 
changes  and  changes,  and  blesses  the  weather. 
I have  particularly  noted  how  well  into  the  mouth 
a midge  is  mostly  taken.  Of  course,  such  would 
be  out  of  place  at  this  season ; but  when  Sol 
warms  up  the  air  and  water,  and  brings  to  life  a 
thousand  minute,  dainty  little  beings,  I believe 
the  wet  fly  fisher  should  march  with  Nature. 
There  are  exceptional  well-known  killers,  of 
course,  to  which  I do  not  refer  in  this  paper.  One 
more  case  in  point  ere  I conclude. 

Sojourning  one  May  in  co.  Cavan,  I heard  of 
a small  loch,  or  rather  pond,  within  a short  drive, 
which  was  reported  full  of  trout.  My  informant, 
one  Tim  O’Reilly,  was  one  of  those  professional 
poachers  indigenous  to  every  Irish  village,  and 
undertook  to  cicerone  me;  he  had  killed  some 
good  baskets  there  with  worms.  I also  took  the 
local  doctor,  who  was  rather  boastful  regarding 
his  piscatory  exploits. 

According  to  custom,  I had  fitted  up  a very 
fine  cast  with  three  small  flies — a Soldier  Palmer, 
a black  with  orange  fur  ribbed  gold,  and  a fiery 
brown  with  mallard  wing — tied  on  No.  14  hooks. 
As  we  jrgged  along  the  doctor  viewed  my  hat 
surroundings  with  disdain,  and  said  such  would 
be  quite  useless  in  that  country,  and  produced  a 
stout  casting  line  with  regular  ferox  flies.  I said 
nothing  but  bided  my  time,  which  I thought 
would  come.  The  pond  was  in  a hollow  almost 
surrounded  by  reeds,  &c.,  and  was  about  100 
yards  long.  Some  nice  brown  trout  were  show- 
ing their  heads.  We  went  to  work,  and  at  the 
third  cast  I got  a half-pounder  on  the  “ Soldier.” 
Two  more  throws  and  a lib.  fish  was  fast  and 


gave  vigorous  play.  “Holloa  ! ” cried  the  doctor 
in  a tone  of  chagrin ; “ why,  they’re  taking  your 
flies ; I haven’t  had  a rise  yet!”  “Most  vexa- 
tious things,  trout,”  I returned,  “ never  know 
what’s  good  for  ’em.”  Just  then  a large 

suck  claimed  my  attention,  and  wbir-r-r-r 
went  my  reel,  making  that  music  which 

excelleth  all  operas  to  the  true  Waltonian. 
I had  a lively  seven  minutes,  when  I safely 

towed  a lovely  fish  of  2|lb.  to  a shallow 

slope,  and  got  him.  He  was  as  yellow  as 
gold,  and  beautifully  spotted.  After  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  they  went  off  rather  suddenly, 
but  I put  eight  together,  weighing  71b.  9oz  ; 
while  the  doctor  and  O’Reilly  had  only  had  some 
blank  rises.  It  was  a great  triumph  for  small 
flies,  and,  though  I only  deal  with  brown  trout, 
I could  give  many  instances  with  white  trout, 
and  one  with  ferox,  where  they  also  scored. 

Black  Hackle. 
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AUTUMN  ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  WHITLING 
—FISHERIES,  MIGRATIONS,  HINTS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

As  yet  the  autumn  salmon  angling  of  the 
present  year  in  Scotland — to  speak  of  it  all 
round — has  been  very  far  from  a success ; and 
the  reason  is  apparent.  Water  run  dead  low  is 
always  against  sport,  particularly  with  salmon, 
and  when  it  is  stated — as  most  anglers  from 
having  had  rueful  experience  know  only  too  well 
— that  for  two  or  three  weeks  past  most  of  the 
autumn  salmon  rivers  have  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  severe  and  continuous  drought,  the 
reason  for  the  angling  thus  far  into  the  autumn 
having  proved  so  poor  all  round  must,  even  to 
those  outside  the  circle  of  the  salmon  angling 
fraternity,  at  once  be  quite  apparent.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  sport  has  almost  reached  its 
lowest  ebb.  In  respect  of  the  yielding  repute  of 
the  individual  fisheries  and  rivers  scarcely 
could  it  get  lower ; and  there  is  nothing,  no 
sign  nor  weather  forecast  to  make  anglers  hope- 
ful of  its  revival  in  the  near  future.  Over  the 
country  generally  the  weather  seems  to  have 
steadied  to  continue  dry  and  hard,  and  most  of 
the  rivers  in  consequence,  daily  getting  lower  and 
clearer — though  latterly  imperceptibly  owing  to 
the  surface  moisture  having  all  run  off — are  now 
run  down  to  low  summer  ebb. 

Apart  from  the  extremely  low  clear  state  of  the 
water,  and  the  absence  of  a good  head  of  fresh- 
run  fish,  anglers  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
sport  have  latterly  been  still  further  handicapped 
by  the  weather  which  over  quite  a large  number 
of  districts  during  the  past  ten  days  has  been 
what  might  be  called  hazy  and  lazy  Altogether 
it  has  kept  too  fine — never  being  really  dark, 
cold,  or  muggy,  but  prevailingly  slightly  misty 
or  with  a bluish  haze,  close,  calm,  and  dry — in 
short  has  been  the  very  worst  sort  of  weather  for 
sport.  Then  add  to  this  the  fact  that  even  in 
most  of  the  rapid  runs  the  bottom  is  now 
“greening”  and  otherwise  getting  foul,  and  a 
good  idea  may  be  formed  of  what  like  sport 
anglers  in  general  will  have  to  be  content  with 
until  a radical  change  of  conditions  come  about. 

As  they  now  stand,  how  strikingly  do  matters 
and  prospects  contrast  with  what  they  were  a 
month  ago.  In  the  districts  of  almost  all  the 
rivers  that  have  a pronounced  seasonal  migration 
of  la*e-running  fish,  the  back-end  opened  most 
auspiciously.  Then  there  were  heavy  waters 
renewed  and  increased  by  frequent  plashes  of 
rain,  and  fish  (for  so  early  a date)  ran  very 
freely.  Sport  commenced  forthwith,  and  here 
and  there  proved  of  exceptional  excellence 
for  a week  or  ten  days.  Reaches  of  Tay, 
Spey,  Deveron,  and  Ness  all  did  particularly  well 
for  a time.  With  round  running  waters  and 
apparently  plenty  of  fish,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
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many  anglers  wore  extromoly  hopeful  of  a 
grand  season  continuing  for  a good  while,  if  not 
right  through  from  start  to  finish.  Fish,  and 
evidently  a fine  head  of  them,  wore  freely 
leaving  the  sea,  and  with  frequent 
pushes  of  water  — not  to  speak  of 
spates  — of  which,  to  infer  from  rain 
falling  daily,  thore  was  every  indica- 
tion at  the  time,  it  was  the  general 
belief  that  they  would  continue  leaving 
the  sea  in  large  numbers,  and  that  sport 
would  keop  up  well.  Anon,  however, 
a decided  change  came  about,  to  the 
surprise  of  most  anglers — a change  that 
came  upon  them  not  as  a pleasant 
surprise,  but  one  that  brought  them 
chagrin  and  disappointment  to  see  the 
sport  upon  which  they  bad  counted 
with  such  confidence  going  away  so 
quickly,  lessening  daily  with  the  lessen- 
ing volume  of  water,  and  ultimately  be- 
coming what  it  novi  is — a mere  nothing 
for  the  best  time  of  the  season  and  the 
reputation  the  fisheries  individually 
possess  for  yielding  fish  to  the  rod. 

A popular  and  complete  delusion  with 
regard  to  salmon  angling  in  Scotland 
is  that  after  the  netting  season  ends  the 
sport  obtained  with  the  salmon  of  the 
autumn,  having  regard  to  their  quality 
and  gameness,  is  of  the  very  poorest 
description.  The  rod  season,  it  is  urged, 
ought  to  terminate  at  the  same  time  as 
the  netting.  In  the  case  of  summer- 
season  rivers  pure  and  simple,  the 
desirability  for  such  an  arrangement  I 
could  understand ; but  it  quite  puzzles 
me  to  know  upon  what  pretext  the  rod 
season  on  all  the  rivers  throughout  the 
country  should  be  called  for  to  end 
simultaneously  with  the  netting  for  the 
year.  That  the  advocates  of  such  an 
absurdly  preposterous  idea  are  not 
cognisant  of  all  the  facts,  or  anything 
like  all  the  facts,  must  be  quite  obvious 
to  every  one  having  a fairly  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  our  salmon 
fisheries.  As  the  rivers  differ  in 
character,  so  likewise  do  they  differ  in 
regard  to  their  seasons — their  migra- 
tions of  fish.  Many  rivers  have  only 

one  seasonal  migration,  and  for  the  

most  part  these  are  smallish  Highland 
rivers,  whose  run  of  fish  takes  place  in  summer. 
Another  large  batch  of  rivers  have  a spring 
and  a summer  migration,  while  a smaller 
batch  having  no  spring  migration  have  alike  a 
summer  and  an  autumn 


the  head  of  the  Solway  inclusive,  and  those  of  the 
East  Coast  south  of  the  Beauly,  including  Ness, 
Findhorn,  Spey,  Devoron,  Ugie,  Ythan,  lion,  Dee, 
North  Esk,  South  Esk,  Tay,  Forth,  Tweed,  several 
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smaller  rivers,  and  two  or  three  tributaries  of  the 
larger  rivers.  The  sea  trout  waters  of  the  autumn, 
save  in  the  case  of  the  East  Coast,  are  not  so 
grouped  or  closely  ranged  together  as  those  of  the 


of  sea  trout,  which  does  not  begin  to  fall  away 
generally  until  early  in  October,  is  certainly  now 
to  be  found  in  the  East  Coast  rivers  and  streams 
enumerated  above.  Still,  in  every  Highland  county, 
in  the  Western  Isles,  in  Shetland,  and 
Orkney,  fishing  for  sea  trout,  especially 
in  lochs  or  estuaries,  usually  continues 
from  good  to  fair  until  a week  or  two 
into  October.  But  in  all  these  localities 
the  season  for  river  fishing  for  sea 
trout  is  now  wholly  past,  albeit  on  an 
antrin  stream  a little  sport  with  the 
whitling  or  finnock,  which  run  with 
the  autumn  spates,  may  occasionally 
be  had  with  worm  even  until  the  end 
of  October. 

By  this  time  of  the  year  the  sea  trout 
(nearly  all  adult)  in  most  Highland  lochs 
have  got  pretty  brown.  Besides  they 
are  just  on  the  eve  of  running  up  the 
streams  to  spawn — hence  they  are  a 
good  deal  out  of  condition,  and  the 
play  they  afford  is  but  sad  shakes  of 
sport.  But  in  tidal  lochs,  here  and 
there  in  Highland  and  island  localities, 
fairish  lots  of  them,  coming  “in”  fresh, 
are  still  very  fine  fish,  a treat  to  the 
angler  to  handle  and  land.  Except  in 
the  latest  localities  of  all,  brown  trout 
fishing  in  lochs  is  practically  at  an  end. 
On  nearly  every  river  and  stream  a 
close  time  for  the  “ brownies  ” ought  to 
commence  about  the  end  of  September. 

The  run  of  the  adult  or  sexually 
mature  sea  trout  in  nearly  all  the  East 
Coast  rivers  is  in  summer — naturally 
in  summer,  few  sea  trout  running  in 
the  autumn,  which  is  the  season  for 
the  second  and  greatest  seasonal  migra- 
tion of  whitling  or  finnock,  the  young 
sea  trout,  which  range  in  weight  from 
4oz.  or  ooz.up  to  lib.  or  (rarely)  l?lb. — 
average  weight  (taking  those  of  all  the 
rivers  together),  about,  say,  9oz.  or  lOoz. 
These  gamesome  little  fishes  where 
plentiful  afford  most  enjoyable  and 
exciting  sport  to  the  angler  when  the 
water  is  in  proper  fettle. 

Should  water  and  weather  both 
be  right  — which  they  are  far  from 
being  just  now  — the  Earn,  South 
Esk,  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie,  Lossie, 
Spey,  and  Findhorn  are  among  the 
of  the  East  Coast  whose  tidal  or  lower 
water  lengths  (and  in  some  cases 
tributaries)  it  would  be  no  mistake  to  count 
upon  to  prove  excellent  for  whitling  fishing  dur- 
ing the  next  fortnight. 


rivers 

fresh 


migration.  Then  comes 
the  great  batch  of  large 
and  important  rivers — 
the  long-  seasoned  rivers 
as  they  may  be  called 
— which  have  three 
natural  and  pronounced 
migrations,  taking 
place  in  spring,  in 
summer,  and  in  autumn 
respectively,  and  lastly 
there  is  the  Tay,  which 
is  an  exception  to  all 
the  others,  in  that  it 
has  a fourth  or  winter 
migration  — a,  strong 
migration  of  very  large 
salmon.  The  fish  of 
the  autumn  migration 
when  fresh  run  are 
mostly  all,  until  about 
the  middle  of  October, 
beautiful  and  highly 
gamesome  — sound, 
shapely,  and  silvery — 
looking  as  well,  though 
perhaps  not  flavoured 
and  tasting  as  well  as 
those  taken  from  the  sea 
in  spring  and  summer. 
The  rivers  to  which  such 
fish  are  native,  in  which 
a pronounced  run  takes 


place,  and  whereon  sport,  such  as  no  true  angler 
could  honestly  despise  is  to  be  got,  are  confined 
to  two  groups  or  ranges  which  comprehend  the 
rivers  o?  the  South-West  Coast  from  Ayrshire  to 


salmon.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  dotted  about 
hither  and  thither,  so  to  speak,  alike  in  what  are 
regarded  as  the  earliest  as  well  as  the  latest 
districts.  Yet  the  main  strength  of  the  late  run 


On  the  larger  of  these 
and  other  rivers,  and 
when  the  water  is  not 
a flood  height  or  much 
coloured,  fly  on  the 
whole  does  best  for 
daytime  fishing,  but  on, 
almost  without  excep- 
tion, the  whole  of  the 
smaller  rivers  and 
streams  its  effective- 
ness as  a lure  in  the 
autumn  is  rarely  of 
much  account  even 
during  the  day.  On 
the  tideways  or  within 
a few  miles  of  tidal  in- 
fluence, Devon,  dandy, 
terror,  and  tube  may 
everywhere  be  used 
with  effect  in  biggish 
waters,  and  often  to- 
wards evening,  some- 
times until  dark,  in 
fairish- sized  states  of 
the  water.  More  inland 
on  all  the  small  streams, 
the  worm,  and  the  worm 
alone,  does  very  well, 
and  only  in  coloured 
water  or  just  on  the 
tail  of  a good  flood. 
After  the  whitling  has 
the  autumn,  it  is  rare 
have  much  taste  for  the 


run  well  inland  in 

indeed  to  find  him  — „ 

fly,  or  any  of  the  jerked  or  so-caned  jerker 
lures. 
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PULBOROUGH  RE-VISITED. 


The  Sussex  Arun  and  Rofcher  must  indeed  be 
marvellously  productive  in  fish  life  to  withstand 
the  heavy  and  incessant  fishing  they  receive 
by  the  thousands  of  anglers  who  patronise  Mr. 
A.  A.  Eldridge’s  cheap  and  delightful  excur- 
sions to  Pulborough  and  Amberley.  As  a London 
angler  for  close  upon  twenty  years,  of  course  I 
observe  a difference  in  the  present  average  bags 
of  fish  and  those  made  in  the  old  times  from  the 
Arun,  but  whereas  the  quantity  is  now  less,  this 
is  more  than  made  up  by  the  quality  of  the  fish, 
and  especially  so  the  roach,  which  have  the  past 
two  seasons  been  captured  as  high  up  in  the 
scale  as  21b.  5oz.  There  are  few  rivers,  leaving 
out  the  Hampshire,  Wiltshire,  and  Somersetshire 
Avon,  that  can  come  up  to  such  a standard. 
Some  very  large  pike  have  also  been  taken  from 
both  the  Rother  and  the  Arun,  upwards  of  201b. 
in  weight  in  fact. 

Entering  the  Railway  Hotel  after  the  journey, 
the  eye  is  met  by  a case  containing  a fine  Arun 
perch,  caught  by  Captain  Archer  in  1886,  and 
labelled  31b.  7oz.  There  are  quantities  of  perch 
also  in  the  Rother,  in  which  water  I have  seen 
them  gorging  the  minnows  and  large  gudgeon 
ravenously.  Having  heard  a deal  about  the 
Rother  at  Fittleworth,  I decided  to  turn  my 
attention  thither,  and  at  once  set  off  along  the 
road.  Arriving  opposite  the  old  black-looking 
and  roughly  made  bridge  which  crosses  the  old 
disused  navigation,  I found  that  the  very  first 
gate  was  chained  and  securely  locked  against 
the  angler,  and  a notice  board  thereon  labelled 
“ no  thoroughfare.”  This  is  Sir  Walter  Barttelot’s 
land,  as,  indeed,  is  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
meadows  both  sides  of  the  high  road  right  away 
to  Fittleworth,  two  and  a quarter  miles. 

Resuming  the  walk  along  the  road,  I reach  the 
White  Hart,  one  of  those  old-fashioned  low  oak- 
raftered  houses  so  conspicuous  throughout  the 
county  of  Sussex,  and  a short  distance  from  the 
White  Hart  you  may  cross  the  Arun  by  a stone 
bridge  of  very  ancient  construction  and  decidedly 
peculiar  design.  From  this  point  right  away  to 
Fittleworth  even  a casual  observer  of  Nature  will 
be  struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  surroundings. 
The  hedgerows  had  still  a sprinkling  of  sweet- 
scented  honeysuckle  ; ferns  and  varied  colours 
of  pretty  wild  flowers  were  intermingled  at  the 
feet  of  the  bushes  ; the  golden  gorse  was  visible 
at  intervals  in  the  midst  of  bracken,  whilst 
the  purple  heather  on  patches  of  moorland 
added  additional  beauty  to  the  scene.  Here 
and  there  were  young  people  picking  black- 
berries, of  which  the  bushes  were  fairly  loaded. 
And  so  the  character  of  the  road  continues  to 
Fittleworth,  which  may  be  said  to  have  been 
reached  when  you  come  to  the  cross  road  at  right 
angles.  The  left-hand  turn  leads  to  the  river, 
passing  the  church  and  the  Swan  on  your  way. 
Fittleworth  Mill  is  adjacent  to  the  high  road, 
under  which  the  Rother  runs.  Here,  again,  comes 
the  great  distinction  between  landowners;  for 
whereas  a long  distance  above  the  Mill  is  thrown 
open  to  the  angler,  that  below  is  kept  private, 
although  the  proprietress  of  the  Swan  (Mrs. 
Jane  Hawkins)  informed  me  that  through  the 
kindness  of  Sir  Walter  Barttelot  she  was  able 
to  give  permission  to  anglers  actually  staying  in 
the  house  for  a short  distance  below  the  Mill. 
The  Mill  pool  is  rather  circumscribed  in  extent  ; 
but,  although  such  a distance  from  the  sea, 
salmon  trout  find  their  way  up  the  Arun  and  the 
Rother  to  it,  and  have  been  captured  occasionally 
up  to  101b.  weight.  I now  wend  my  way  along 
the  free  water  above  the  Mill,  and  soon  come 
upon  an  angler  at  work,  but  although  the  water 
is  in  really  grand  condition  for  either  roach, 
bream,  or  jack,  he  has  fished  for  several  hours 
without  a single  capture.  Higher  up,  and  nicely 
placed  at  likely-looking  “ swims,”  are  a couple 
of  rodsters,  and  these,  too,  have  had  no  luck, 
although  arrived  overnight  and  fished  from  early 
morn.  What  can  be  the  matter  with  the  fish  ? 
Everything  apparently  perfection,  no  sun  to 
throw  a shadow  on  or  unduly  light  up  the 
water.  There  is  a little  wind  certainly,  and  this 
is  probably  in  the  wrong  direction  for  the  fickle 
roach.  Presently  we  hear  of  a small  jack  being 
taken  higher  up,  and,  being  now  one  o’clock,  I 
repair  to  the  Swan  for  dinner.  Recently  Mrs. 
Hawkins  has  catered  largely  for  anglers,  cyclists, 


and  beanfeast  parties,  and  a fine  building  has  been 
added  to  the  premises,  with  a dining-room  to  seat 
a hundred  persons.  I now  retrace  my  steps  to 
Pulborough.  preferring  the  walk  to  waiting  for  a 
train  from  Fittleworth  station,  which  is  handy  for 
the  Swan.  The  day  from  some  unaccountable 
cause  had  been  a bad  one  at  Pulborough,  and  did 
not  in  any  sense  represent  the  average  sport 
met  with.  The  Amberley  “ swims  ” probably 
fished  much  better.  It  naturally  follows  that  in 
tidal  and  consequently  brackish  waters  all  depends 
on  the  tide,  and  when  it  serves  at  the  right  time 
and  in  sufficient  volume  to  move  the  fish  about, 
they  are  caught  at  all  points.  Pulborough  in  this 
respect  is  at  a disadvantage,  for  whereas  Amber- 
ley has  always  a good  tide,  the  waters  at  the  first- 
mentioned  place  merely  receive  a backing- up, 
which  at  times  is  not  sufficient  to  move  the  fish 
from  their  particular  haunts.  Waltonian. 


A NETTING  AT  MISTERTON. 

By  “ Gauntlet.” 

No  murmuring  brook  meandering  contentedly 
’midst  drooping  foliage,  with  forget-me-nots 
gazing  with  blue  e’en  into  its  pellucid  shallows  is 
Father  Trent.  He  only  resembles  Tennyson’s 
brook  in  that  he  goes  on  for  ever.  He  is  a giant 
among  rivers  rushing  seawards  on  the  ebb  and 
with  the  flood  water  from  the  Midlands  at  his 
back,  and  returning  with  redoubled  force  when 
tides  are  high  and  segres  are  predominant.  There 
are  placid  reaches  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Not- 
tingham where  he  is  not  so  demonstrative,  but  in 
Lincolnshire  he  attains  his  might,  and  hurries  on 
with  resistless  energy  to  join  the  Ouse  at  Trent 
falls,  there  to  bury  their  united  flow  in  the  broad 
bosom  of  the  Humber.  In  these  days  of  science, 
why  should  all  his  power  be  wasted  ? If  it  be 
possible  to  utilise  the  great  waters  of  Niagara, 
why  not  call  in  Father  Trent  to  our  assistance  ? 

I know  a brook  in  the  sunny  south  where  great 
cedars,  with  their  fan-like  branches,  caress  the 
dancing  ripples,  and  all  kinds  of  wild  flowers 
grow  in  profusion  on  its  banks  ; where  the  king- 
fisher with  his  scintillating  plumage  darts  like  a 
painted  arrow  up  and  down  the  stream  seeking 
the  small  fry  for  his  mate,  who  sits  on  her  bony 
odoriferous  nest  in  that  carefully  selected  orifice 
in  the  bank  hatching  her  young;  where  the 
swallows  skim  the  stream,  gathering  the  winged 
insects  as  they  hover  o’er  the  waters,  and  ’neath 
which  the  speckled  trout  “ and  here  and  there  a 
grayling”  quiver  in  mid-stream,  waiting  for  their 
food  to  float  down  to  them,  or  rising  at  a 
May-fly  fluttering  on  the  surface.  From  the  fir 
tree  comes  the  cooing  of  the  turtle-dove,  and 
on  the  branch  below  is  the  nest  of  the  golden 
crested  wren,  the  smallest  of  our  feathered  tribe. 
In  yonder  hedge,  separating  the  green  lane  from 
the  verdant  coppice,  hangs  the  lichen-covered  nest 
of  the  long-tailed  tit,  while  in  the  thorny  portion 
high  up,  an  almost  impregnable  fortress,  the  lesser 
grey  shrike  has  built  him  his  home  and  provided 
a veritable  larder  by  the  impalement  of  insects 
for  the  nutriment  of  his  “ sweet  mistress  ” while 
in  the  act  of  nidulation.  In  the  sedges  and  the 
grass  the  water  fowl  have  their  homes,  and  the 
moorhen  brings  forth  her  progeny  from  those 
eggs  so  often  sold  in  shops  as  plovers’.  Erstwhile, 
the  timid  little  rabbits,  so  engaging  in  their 
habits,  play  on  the  sandy  hillocks,  ready  to 
retreat  at  the  rude  foot  of  the  stranger.  That 
splash  denotes  a water-rat,  and  what  is  that 
sinuous  form  which  so  rapidly  glides  along  the 
bank  in  close  proximity  to  the  trail  of  the 
rodent  ? The  relentless  pursuer  is  a weasel,  and 
his  movements  are  interesting.  A moment,  and 
he  is  lost  among  the  tufts,  and  again  he  is  near 
his  prey,  his  yellow  brown  back  alternately  show- 
ing and  disappearing  as  he  passes  noiselessly  along. 
The  rat  ever  and  anon  takes  to  the  water,  but  he 
is  some  distance  from  his  home,  and  in  great 
trepidation,  realising  to  the  full  the  ferocious 
qualities  of  the  little  fellow  in  fur  who  is  on  his 
track.  The  weasel  sniffs  the  air,  showing  his 
white  breast  as  he  stands  on  his  hind  legs,  and 
then  hies  him  off  again  for  his  prey.  The  rat 
struggles  on,  but  he  is  in  the  toils,  and  the 
weasel  catches  his  breakfast  and  enjoys  it  in 
savage  style.  Whilst  this  tragedy  is  being 
enacted  on  land,  under  the  eye  of  the  patient 
fisherman,  who  sees  Nature  and  her  offspring 
in  all  her  moods  perhaps  better  than  any  beside, 
a great  trout  shows  himself  just  outside  that 


fringe  of  weeds.  The  bait  is  cast  deftly;  and  with  a 
snap,  for  the  big  fish  is  hungry  this  morning, 
he  takes  the  lure,  and  after  an  ineffectual  struggle, 
in  which  he  fights  hard  for  dear  life — but  he 
cannot  sever  the  silvern  thread  to  which  the  bow 
of  steel  is  attached — he  is  drawn,  an  unwilling 
captive,  into  the  meshes  of  the  landing  net. 
Thus  is  the  balance  of  forces  restored,  man 
being  the  greatest  predatory  influence.  See  in 
mid-air  the  sparrow  hawk  hovering,  and  with  a 
sudden  swoop  he  stoops  to  the  grass,  and  drives 
his  talons  into  the  young  bird  which  has  fluttered 
out  of  the  adjoining  nest,  determined  to  see  the 
world  on  its  own  account,  and,  like  many  a 
juvenile,  having  his  career  cut  short  while  still  in 
the  callow.  But  what  has  all  this  rhapsody  as  to 
the  beauties  of  Nature,  and  the  destructive 
elements  evolved,  to  do  with  the  Trent.  Simply 
to  point  a moral,  to  adorn  a tale,  and  to  achieve  a 
contrast.  The  Trent  hath  none  of  the  natural 
idealities.  There  is  nothing  poetical  in  the 
muddy  river  depositing  its  load  of  warp  upon  the 
pile-protected  banks,  and  the  picturesque  is  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence.  It  is,  however,  a grand 
waterway,  and  the  pity  is  that  the  full  advantage 
is  not  taken  of  its  magnificent  aqueous  breadth. 

Six  men  in  a boat,  to  say  nothing  of  a can  or 
two,  embarked  at  the  rowing  club  boat-house  on 
a recent  afternoon,  on  a pleasant  errand.  It  was 
a family  boat,  and  carried  in  addition  to  the  four 
oarsmen,  a sprightly  coxswain  and  a make-weight 
in  myself.  We  were  on  a piscatorial  mission, 
about  to  rifle  the  fair  waters  of  the  Idle  of  its 
superabundant  roach,  and  transfer  them  to  our 
own  private  pond  at  Gainsborough,  where  we 
trusted  they  might  increase  and  multiply.  “ See 
our  oars  with  feathered  spray,”  was  the  burden 
of  our  song  as  swiftly  we  were  wafted  to  Stock- 
with,  and  thence  up  the  sluggish  Idle  to  the 
Soss.  Our  kindly  host,  Mr.  Threadgold,  a 
practical  fisherman  of  considerable  experience, 
had  all  in  readiness,  and  aided  by  that  veteran 
waterman,  Mr.  Gray,  than  whom  none  better 
know  the  phases  of  our  river,  we  were  speedily  at 
work,  our  object  being  to  draw  the  great 
drain  and  capture  in  the  meshes  of  our 
nets  as  many  of  the  finny  tribe  as  could 
be  persuaded  to  entangle  themselves.  The 
aphorism  “ All’s  fish  that  comes  to  the  net 
was  strictly  accurate  in  our  case,  for  we  had 
brought  huge  canisters  in  which  to  transport 
our  fish  from  their  riparian  retreat  to  a more 
circumscribed  area  in  the  shape  of  certain  fish 
ponds  within  the  borough.  Some  200  yards 
above  where  we  commenced  to  draw,  Mr.  T.  had 
judiciously  placed  a stop-net  beyond  which  not 
even  the  insidious  eel  could  pass,  so  well  was  it 
lead- weighted  at  the  bottom  and  cork  floated  at 
the  top.  We  now  commenced  operations,  and 
dragged  the  heavy  purse  net  slowly  and  carefully 
up  the  stream.  Not  a single  fish  could  be  seen 
as  we  started,  but  ere  long  signallers  ahead 
apprised  us  of  the  huge  shoal  of  roach  approach- 
ing, of  which  we  were  in  search.  And  what  a 
splendid  lot  of  fish  they  were  ! Darting  amongst 
them  were  several  pike,  none  very  large,  and  some 
many  - striped  perch  were  also  reconnoitring. 
They  did  not  relish  the  appearance  of  so  many 
bipeds  in  proximity.  It  boded  danger  and 
they  were  apprehensive.  Up  and  down  the 
stream  went  the  roach,  first  striking  at  one 
net  and  then  another  until  the  fatal  moment 
arrived  and  the  whole  shoal  were  enmeshed. 
A miraculous  draught  of  fishes  in  sooth ! Too 
many  to  count  it  was  decided.  So  we  cast  them 
into  the  cisterns  brought  for  the  purpose  and 
placed  them  in  our  boat,  supplying  fresh  water  at 
intervals.  We  were  about  to  start  on  our  home- 
ward journey  when  our  host  bade  us  to  tea.  One 
of  the  most  welcome  of  meals  spread  in  the  most 
appetising  fashion ! The  tea  of  the  strongest, 
the  cream  of  the  thickest,  the  sandwiches  of  the 
nicest,  and  the  cakes  of  the  choicest,  formed  a 
repast  to  which  we  hungry  fishermen  did  justice, 
and  heartily  thanking  our  host  and  hostess  we 
pulled — and  a long  pull  it  was,  too,  against  the 
ebb — until  we  reached  the  lights  of  G ainsborough 
in  the  dim  eventide. 


George  W.  Cable’s  serial  in  Scribner’s  changes 
its  scene  in  the  October  instalment  to  a northern 
city.  The  contrast  between  north  and  south  is  to 
be  shown  by  putting  the  heroine  at  school  in  a 
New  England  town. 
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The  water  having  become  a more  thread, 
clearer,  perhaps,  than  many  London  anglers 
could  conceive,  successful  finnock  fishing  in  tho 
Dee  near  Aberdeen  during  the  past  fortnight  has 
boon  almost  impossible  of  achievement. 


There  is  daring  and  successful — paying  if  you 
will  have  it — salmon  poaching  going  on  in  the 
Don,  and  anglers  are  writing  to  tho  Aberdeen 
newspapers  complaining  bitterly  about  it,  and  not 
sparing  tho  fishmongers,  who  only  too  readily, 
because  it  brings  them  a profit,  receive  the 
poachers’  spoils.  Not  long  since  1 heard  that  an 
Aberdoen  fish  salesman  received  six  sackfuls  of 
salmon  at  a haul  one  morning. 


Tiie  potted  salmon,  in  great  numbers,  confined 
to  the  pools  and  “ pots  ” of  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Don  by  those  dreadful  obstructions,  dykes, 
weirs,  and  cruives — which  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  to  their  shame,  apparently  simply  wink  at 
— having  ceased  (by  reason  of  low  water)  to 
“nab”  the  lures  of  the  “honest  angler”  are  now 
being  interviewed  by  adepts  in  the  manipulation 
of  the  deadly  “ pappar-rap.”  Ye  know,  if  they 
won’t  take  they  must  be  taken — anyhow  or 
somehow.  An  angling  friend  is  wont  to  remark 
when  the  big  fish  persistently  show  that 
they  are  not  to  be  cheated  by  any  of  his  allure- 
ments, “ Ah,  the  old  salmon  knows  perfectly  well 
what  he  is  about  ” ; but  seldom  he  does,  for 
invariably  he  is  caught  napping  when  the  pro- 
fessional pappar-rapper  is  on  his  track.  The 
inference  to  draw  is,  the  “ older  ” and  bigger  he 
is,  the  less  resourceful  he  is  in  regard  to  his 
self  preservation ! 

I hear  that  the  snatching  of  salmon — a most 
disgusting  sight,  which  I have  seen  in  full  swing 
— below  the  monstrous  Craigo  dyke  on  the  River 
North  Esk,  near  Montrose,  is  on  no  account  to  be 
allowed  by  this  season’s  sporting  tenants.  Down 
there  many’s  the  time  and  day  the  old  salmon 
have  been  made  to  rear  their  heads  above  the 
water  in  clinking  style ! 


On  the  tidal  water  of  the  Don  lots  of  capital 
days  and  evenings  with  the  finnock  have  been 
had  by  the  ticket  holders  since  the  autumn  run 
set  in  in  strength.  Fish  still  plentiful  and  good, 
only  the  water  is  now  getting  rather  low  for  such 
sport  as  could  be  wished  being  obtained. 

A Lochaber  friend  writes  : “We  have  had  no 
rain  here  for  a month,  and  the  River  Spean,  as 
you  may  suppose,  is  now  dead  low.  For  some 
time  it  has  been  practically  a case  of  no  sport, 
only  an  odd  fish  now  and  again.  The  lower  and 
Lochy  beats  did  fairly  well  during  August,  there- 
fore the  upper  hope  for  better  things  shortly 
with  large  pretty  good  fish,  but  there  will  be  really 
nothing  done  till  a decided  change  comes.” 

A Sutherlandshire  correspondent  writes:  “I 
have  never  known  Loch  Stack  to  do  better  than 
it  has  done  this  year,  and  this  statement  covers 
the  whole  of  the  last  twenty  years.  It  always 
does  well,  yielding  to  the  rod  more  sea  trout  than 
any  other  Scotch  loch,  but  this  year,  ever  since 
late  in  June,  it  has  fairly  eclipsed  itself,  the  sea 
trout,  perfectly  crowding  it,  having  been  in 
splendid  taking  trim.  One  party’s  average  dur- 
ing a prolonged  fishing  stay  was  441b.  The  same 
boat  one  day  had  fifty  sea  trout,  mostly  beauties 
over  a pound  weight,  and  a salmon ; and  another 
day  three  salmon  and  a grand  basket  of  sea  trout. 
I have  never  seen  more  salmon  and  grilse  in  the 
River  Laxf'ord,  but  they  are  now  getting  stiff  to 
put  up.  Lord  Leicester,  on  the  river,  and  Dr. 
Dobie,  on  the  loch,  have  each  done  splendidly.” 

The  report  on  salmon  fisheries,  forming 
Part  II.  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  for  the  fishing 
season  1893,  has  just  been  published  as  a Parlia- 
mentary paper.  It  is  signed  by  the  chairman 
and  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  James  Johnstone 
and  Mr.  W.  Anderson  Smith,  who  dissent. 


After  referring  to  rentals,  take  of  fish,  and 
sundry  relative  points,  tho  report  goes  on  to  say  : 


Wo  desire  to  point  out  that  the  Acts  have  not 
proved  successful  in  providing  for  the  free 
passage  of  fish  from  the  sea  to  the  head  waters 
of  tho  rivers.  From  the  evidence  laid  before  us, 
we  consider  that  to  provide  a free  passage  to  the 
fresh  waters  for  a proportion  of  every  run  of  fish, 
and  to  protect  them  when  there,  form  the  kernel 
of  the  whole  salmon  fishery  question ; and  that 
if  these  provisions  wore  secured  they  would  lead 
(1)  to  the  fisheries  yielding  more  fish ; (2)  to  the 
employment  of  a greater  number  of  persons  ; (3) 
to  an  increase  in  the  assessed  values  or  rental 
of  the  existing  fisheries,  both  in  the  upper  and 
lower  waters ; and  (4)  to  the  places  in  which 
fishing  can  be  exercised  becoming  more  nume- 
rous. In  order  to  carry  out  this  principle  we 
desire  to  recommend  that  in  any  future  salmon 
fishery  legislation  it  be  provided  that  a line  shall 
be  drawn  upon  a map  of  Scotland  across  each 
salmon  fishery  district  to  mark  the  division 
between  the  upper  and  lower  waters,  and  that 
the  commercial  fisheries  shall  be  confined  to  the 
lower  waters,  while  the  upper  waters  shall  be 
reserved  as  a sanctuary  for  the  fish,  where  all 
fishing  shall  be  prohibited  except  fair  and  legiti- 
mate angling  for  recreative  purposes  only. 

Almost  every  point  in  the  foregoing  statement 
I have  strenuously  advocated  for  years  past. 
Nothing  whatever  is  known  by  me  about  Mr. 
Anderson  Smith  or  his  interests,  but  everyone  in 
the  know  must  perfectly  well  understand  why 
Mr.  James  Johnstone  should  feel  bound  to  stand 
out.  He  has  a real  tender  interest  in  preserving 
the  North  Esk  salmon  from  “ rotting  ” ! 


A most  calamitous  affair  is  reported  to  have 
happened  on  the  Don.  Through  the  bursting  of 
some  infernal  machine  or  something  or  other  at 
one  of  the  mills,  a great  escape  of  (it  is  supposed) 
soap-ley  got  into  the  river  some  days  ago  to  the 
destruction  of  a vast  number  of  salmon  and  trout. 
One  report  says  that  a few  cart-loads  of  poisoned 
fish  were  taken  away,  and  that  for  several  hours 
salmon  and  grilse,  many  of  them  very  large,  and 
yellow  trout,  some  up  to  41b.  and  61b.,  were  to  be 
seen  in  numbers  floating  down  stream,  belly  up. 
Clearly,  if  ever  there  was  one,  this  is  a case  for 
the  Fishery  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

Concerning  the  Deveron,  a friend  writes  : “ I 
notice  a mistake  in  my  note  of  last  week;  it  gives 
fifteen  fish  as  the  week’s  take  on  the  free  water  at 
Huntly ; I meant  to  say  one  day’s  fishing.  The 
Deveron  for  thi3  past  week  has  been  very  clear, 
still  some  good  takes  of  fine  fish  on  the  lower  and 
middle  reaches  have  been  got.  Mr.  Porter  on  his 
Marnoch  and  Corniehaugh  fishings,  had  three 
nice  fish  on  Thursday  and  Friday.  On  Monday 
morning  this  week  the  river  rose  considerably, 
and  this  should  set  moving  up  the  many  fish  said 
to  be  in  the  lower  waters  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  waiting  to  ascend.” 


Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms  Hotel,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeenshire,  writes  : “ My  predictions  of  last 
week  that  with  seasonable  weather  September 
would  not  belie  its  former  character  for  good 
sport  have  proved  correct.  At  present  all 
tbe  hotel  visitors  are  highly  satisfied  with  the 
sea  trout  angling,  which  is  most  encouraging, 
alike  as  regards  number,  weight,  and  quality. 
The  Ythan’s  estuary  is  teeming  with  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout ; it  is  a picture  to  see  them 
playing  and  tumbling  about.  Devons  and  tubes 
continue  the  favourite  lures,  but  Mr.  Woodward, 
of  Liverpool,  has  made  splendid  baskets  with 
Brown’s  loaded  phantom.  Weight  of  trout 
common  throughout  the  week,  lib.  to  21b. 
Sportsmen  who  can  handle  the  gun  are  com- 
bining the  pastimes  shooting  and  fishing,  and 
good  bags  of  golden  plover  are  being  brought  in. 
If  the  weather  continue  fine,  and  there  are  good 
tides,  no  one,  I think,  could  be  wrong  for  sport 
for  a while  to  come.” 

The  Durness  fishings  are  doing  well.  Johnnie 
Sutherland  says  : “ We  had  very  good  sport  all 
tho  week.  Messrs.  Nairn  and  Carmichael,  on 
Loch  Arri-na-Beinn  on  Monday,  had  eighty  fine 
brown  trout  ; on  Tuesday,  on  Kyle,  a basket 
of  sea  trout;  on  Wednesday,  seventy  flounders 
(1121b.)  deep  sea  fishing,  and,  same  evening,  five 
silvery  Crosspuil  trout;  Thursday,  sevon  beauties 
off  Crosspuil  (8. jib.,  heaviest  21b.) ; Friday,  sixty 


brown  trout,  loch  fishing  (largest  1 lb.).  We 
have  very  fine  fishing  weather  just  now.  The 
Kyle  is  full  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout 
waiting  to  get  up  the  river;  they  are  not  easy  to 
catch  about  this  time  of  year,  their  mouths  being 
so  tender;  it  requires  very  fine  tackle  and  a 
10ft.  or  lift,  rod  to  do  the  thing  right  with. 
There  would  be  splendid  sport  for  many  rods  at 
present,  but,  singular,  when  everything  looks  so 
well,  we  are  finding  anglers  getting  scarcer — 
probably  going  away  south.” 


From  a friend  on  the  North-West  Coast,  who  has 
been  doing  famously,  I have  the  following 
interesting  note  : “ When  I came  here  I could  see 
hundreds  of  salmon  and  grilse  jumping  in  the 
sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I never  saw  a finer 
lot  of  fish,  but  nearly  all  of  them,  I think,  went 
up  the  river  with  the  last  floods,  leaving  only  the 
sea  trout  and  whitling.  Anyway,  I can  see  very 
few  now.  One  evening,  when  they  appeared  most 
numerous,  I had  a cast  for  them  in  the  salt  water, 
and  soon  got  three  very  pretty  salmon  with  a 
small  Silver  Doctor  fly.  I thought  I should 
mention  my  capture  to  you,  as  I believe  it  is  very 
rare  for  salmon  to  take  the  fly  in  salt  water — at 
least,  as  freely  as  I found  them  doing.  There 
is  a sheet  of  salt  water  just  below  my  house, 
which  every  high  tide  heightens  in  surface  level 
by  several  feet.  When  the  tide  comes  in  the 
fish  come  in  with  it.  In  dry  weather  there  is 
a narrow  channel  at  the  mouth  of  this  sheet 
or  loch  of  salt  water  where  the  tide,  when 
going  out,  causes  a stream  like  a river,  and  it 
was  here,  as  the  tide  was  running  out  rapidly, 
that  I caught  the  three  salmon.” 

I hear  of  “ three  dozen  fine  yellow  trout  ” 
going  quite  the  half-pound  average  being  taken 
from  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Isla  and  the  River 
Deveron  at  Rothiemay  by  one  rod  on  Monday 
last.  Rather  soft  I should  imagine  they  were. 

On  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  for  the  present 
autumn  salmon  fishing  season  the  principal  beat 
of  the  Drum  Castle  Fishery  has  been  rented  by 
Mr.  Alfred  Chalmers,  and  the  best  section  of  the 
Crathes  Castle  water  by  Capt.  Ashton. 

On  the  free  waters  of  the  Tay  at  Perth  some 
good  takes  of  fish — chiefly  grilse — have  been  got 
by  anglers  during  the  past  eight  days. 

As  yet  got  by  the  rod  on  Scotch  rivers  this 
autumn  large  salmon  have  been  few  and  far 
between,  but  this  may  be  set  down  as  chiefly  due 
to  the  small  waters  which  have  steadily  been  in 
evidence  for  two  or  three  weeks  past. 

Wkiteth  the  Mackay : “ Oh  ! for  a bucket  of 
rain.  It  is  salmon,  salmon  everywhere,  but  not  a 
beast  will  bite.  Begging  the  Ancient  Mariner’s 
pardon  for  taking  liberties  with  him ; but  an 
ancient  angler  can  think  of  no  other  to  describe 
the  present  state  of  matters.  Fish  there  are  in 
every  pool,  lurking  in  the  deep  shadows,  but  not 
to  be  lured  by  any  human  legal  invention  under 
present  droughty  conditions.  ‘ I have  tried 
them  with  fly,  phantom,  prawn,  and  worm,’ 
remarked  a disappointed  angler  to  me  on  Sun- 
day afternoon  on  the  Brig  o’  Potarch,  ‘ without 
seeing  a fin  for  a whole  week,  and  I am 
beginning  to  think  there  are  no  fish  about.’ 

‘ Well,  if  you  don’t  mind,  I’ll  prove  the  contrary, 
or  else  fall  into  your  belief.’  Having  carte 
blanche  to  do  as  I liked,  I sent  a few  pebbles 
from  the  parapet  of  the  bridge  into  the  deep 
water  above,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  no 
less  than  six  beautiful  fish  dropped  back  into 
the  pool  below.  It  was  a fine  sight. 


“ The  ‘ Baron  ’ is  on  his  holidays ! He  has 
come  down  from  London,  where  he  now  resides 
for  the  better  part  of  the  year,  fresh  from  an 
interview  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  ‘ Woods 
and  Forests  Department.’  He  wishes  me  to  tell 
you  that  Mr.  Edward  Stafford  Howard  has 
made  him  some  tempting  offers  with  regard  to 
the  Crown  fishings  on  the  Dee ; and  that  some 
fresh  developments  may  shortly  be  expected. 
He  has  an  eye  on  the  Banchory  - Dcvenick 
Commonty  and  the  other  Commonty  in  this 
quarter  callod  the  ‘ Commonty,’  with  which  his 
name  will  bo  associated  for  generations  to  conic, 
The  ‘ Baron,’  though  ageing,  is  as  game  as  ovor.” 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCRS,  &c. 

Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

/•30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f 55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  „ Richmond. 

Add  •(  45  „ „ Hammer-  Add  <80  „ „ Twicken- 

I smith.  / ham. 

V50  „ ,,  Barnes.  ^85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Sept.  29 

Morning 

Evening. 

1 58 

Sunday,  ,,  30 

Monday,  Oct.  1 

2.16  

2 35 

3.13 

Tuesday,  ,,  2 

3.48 

Wednesday,  ,,  3 

4.24 

Thursday,  ,,  4 

4.41  

4.57 

Friday,  ,,  5 

5.34 

High  Water  at 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Sept.  29  , 

2.18  

2.38 

Sunday,  ,,  30 

Monday,  Oct.  1 

2.56  

3.15 

3.35  

3.53 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  present 
period  of  the  year  is  the  one  which  gives  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  the  officials  connected  with  the  preservation 
of  the  Thames,  and  during  the  time  extra  arrangements 
have  to  be  made  with  the  combined  forces  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  and  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy, together  with  the  additional  employment  of  extra 
paid  watchers  and  assistants  by  (the  former.  In  this 
work  the  head  river  keeper  of  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Rough,  renders  most  valuable  help  in  the 
tidal  waters.  The  upper  portions  above  Teddington 
will  also  be  under  strict  surveillance — the  Chertsey 
district  being  under  the  charge  of  Mr  A.  E.  Armstrong, 
whilst  the  others,  with  the  increased  staff  of  assistant- 
river  keepers,  will  not  be  neglected.  There  are  three 
periods  during  this  and  next  month  when  the  strictest 
attention  will  be  required.  The  reports  from  the  dif- 
ferent districts  on  the  river  do  not  show  any  im- 
provement in  the  character  of  sport.  The  river 
at  Kingston  rose  yesterday  (Wednesday),  eighteen 
inches,  and  through  the  opening  of  the  weir  it 
receded  the  same  quantity,  and  left  the  water  very 
much  discoloured.  The  fishermen  on  the  day  of  the 
rise  could  give  the  anglers  no  sport.  A small  trout  has 
been  caught  in  the  nets  at  Strand-on-the-Green,  by  H. 
Pearce,  and  was  handed  over  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and 
turned  into  the  river  at  Kingston  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  J.P. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— The  report  states  that  fishing 
has  been  very  bad  owing  to  the  water  being  so  low, 
and  the  results,  as  shown  by  John  Poulter  and  Lotan 
Hackett,  are  not  worth  mentioning. — B. 

— (Datchet). — Fishing  here  has  been  very  bad. 

The  late  rain  might  improve  it.  Nothing  has  been  done 
worth  mentioning.  I was  out  to-day,  fished  hard  for 
barbel  with  worms  without  a bite;  caught  two  with 
greaves.  I don’t  despair  having  them  yet  if  the  weather 
clears  up.  Too  much  weed  yet  to  get  at  the  jack. 

1 (Hampton).  — The  bank  anglers  have  been 

getting  amongst  the  bream,  and  the  best  fish  taken  was 
one  of  4 Jib.,  and  the  same  angler  got  an  eel  of  51b.  2oz. 

(Hampton  Court).  — William  Milbourne 

writes  : “ Mr.  Rose,  fishing  from  the  bank  at  Hampton 
Court  Weir,  has  taken  a fine  barbel  weighing  61b.  ; and 
another  gentleman  got  two  fine  roach,  weighing  together 
31b.,  they  were  caught  with  paste,  ledger  fishing.  I 
have  been  out  two  half  days,  with  the  result  of  getting 
five  jack  and  a splendid  perch,  weighing  21b.  The 
water  is  very  low  and  bright,  and  we  shall  not  do  much 
in  fishing  until  we  get  some  rain.” — B. 

(Kingston). — The  returns  of  the  fishermen 

show  they  have  been  getting  satisfactory  sport  in  the 
present  state  of  the  river  amongst  the  different  species 
of  fish,  and  the  gudgeon  especially  have  been  taken  in 
greater  quantities.  One  of  the  bank  anglers  caught  a 
jack  of  5Jlb. — B. 

■ Marlow. — Copious  rains  for  some  days  and 

nights  this  week  should  bring  the  river  into  good  form. 
Some  good  bags  of  roach  have  been  had,  and  barbel  are 
feeding  again.  What  we  want  in  Marlow  is  more 
anglers  ; that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  is  beyond  doubt, 
but  they  require  catching.— C.  L.  Mathews. 

(Beading).— Water  still  bright  although  a 

supply  of  rain  has  caused  it  to  rise,  but  fish  remain  off 
the  feed.  Mr.  Vice-president  Jackson  wielded  the 
hammer  at  the  periodical  assembly  of  the  Reading  Wal- 
tonian  A. A.  The  chief  business  of  the  evening  was  the 
distribution  of  prizes  for  the  roach  competition.  Mr. 
Bastick,  of  Maidenhead,  had  a prolific  day’s  outing  on 
Monday.  He  wetted  his  line  at  Wallingford,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  stay  landed  100  fish— some  of  nearly  all 
sorts  and  descriptions.  The  average  weight  was  lib. 
each,  so  that  Mr.  Bastick’s  basket  stands  out  an  almost 
phenomenal  catch  in  this  neigbourhood. — G.  H. 

(Bichmond). — The  fishermen  give  as  their 

report  only  a few  roach  and  daco,  and  are  doing  nothing 
worth  reporting. — B. 


(Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day,  with 

Mr.  Rogers,  201b.  of  roach ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Wilson  and  friend,  251b.  of  roach  and  barbel ; another 
day,  with  Mr.  Morris,  401b.  of  barbel  and  chub  ; and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Back  and  friend,  seven  barbel 
and  four  dozen  of  roach.  During  the  last  tront  season 
John  Keene,  jun.,  has  taken  seventeen  trout  weighing 
861b.  lOoz.— B. 

(Sunbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  have 

only  taken  during  the  week  five  barbel,  eight  dozen  of 
gudgeon,  five  jack  and  a few  perch.  Mr.  W.  H.  Bolt 
has  been  out  every  day  with  E.  Clark,  jun.,  with  the 
following  total  result,  “ twenty-two  bream,  seventeen 
barbel,  seven  perch,  a few  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
also  some  good  chub,  trenting  down  with  pith  and  old 
cheese — some  of  the  bream  weighed  41b.  and  51b.  each.” 

— - (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  two  days,  with 

Mr.  Tralen,  thirteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one 
barbel ; another  day,  with  Dr.  Parkhurst,  four  jack  and 
a bream  of  51b. ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Port,  seven 
dozen  of  dace  and  two  barbel ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Kent,  eight  dozen  of  dace,  six  barbel,  the  largest  6flb., 
and  one  bream  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Knights,  six 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Twickenham.). — S.  Cole,  in  four  lays,  twenty 

dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  four  bream,  and  six  perch  ; and 
another  day,  eight  dozen  of  dace.  C.  Brown,  in  one  and 
a half  days,  thirteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  John 
Spong,  in  four  days,  451b.  of  roach  and  dace,  five  barbel, 
and  one  brace  of  jack.  J.  Anger,  during  the  week,  581b. 
of  roach  and  dace,  six  barbel,  and  four  bream,  the 
largest  bream  31b.  lloz.  J.  Dunn,  in  two  days,  eight 
and  a half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Frost,  in  four 
days,  thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel. 
H.  Spiers,  in  five  days,  701b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one 
bream.  When  I was  at  Twickenham  one  evening  this 
week,  I saw  a good  quantity  of  fish  that  had  been  taken. 

(Windsor  District).— Angling  in  this  district 

has  been  extremely  bad.  On  inquiry,  I am  told  the  east 
wind  has  been  the  cause,  but  jack  have  been  running, 
though  small,  the  largest  I have  heard  of  being  51b.,  by 
Mr.  Pearce,  of  Water  Oakley.  Weeds  still  very  trouble- 
some, many  anglers  will  not  fish  on  this  account.  On 
the  Datchet  reach  I am  told  some  good  roach  have  been 
taken,  one  bag  consisting  of  161b.,  caught  by  some 
gentlemen  out  with  Hone,  of  Staines.  This  upsets  the 
east  wind  theory,  but,  unless  away  from  home,  I rarely 
fish  for  anything  but  jack  when  east  wind  blowing. — • 
B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — Angling  has  shown  a little 
improvement  on  last  week.  A little  rain  has  fallen,  but 
it  has  in  nowise  moved  the  waters.  Some  decent  fish 
have  been  taken  about  Ferriby  Sluice  and  Brandy  Wath, 
but  the  weights  were  not  quoted.  Roach  have  fed  better 
than  bream,  and  creed  wheat  seems  to  be  the  best  bait 
for  them.  Bream  are  taking  brandlings  and  potato, 
fishing  mainly  on  the  bottom.  The  trout  fishing  season 
has  been  a poor  one,  owing  mainly  to  lowness  of  water. 
Taking  the  season  through  we  have  hardly  had  the 
equivalent  of  three  days  good  rain. — Thomas  Ford. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Windrush  (Gloucestershire). 
— A few  rods  have  put  in  appearance  in  the  Fairford 
public  water,  some  with  success  in  spite  of  the  weeds, 
which  are  very  high  and  troublesome.  On  the  Fairford 
Park  water,  Mr.  Carbonell  killed  a brace  of  trout  weigh- 
ing 51b.  The  restocking  of  the  various  lengths  of  the 
Coin  at  Ablington,  Withington,  Fairford  Park,  and 
Whelford  has  recently  much  enhanced  the  Coin  trout 
fishing. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.  — A big  change  occurred  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  and  the  waters  came  down  as  high 
as  the  bank,  and  dirty.  On  Saturday,  a Liskeard  rod 
got  nearly  four  dozen  trout  and  eight  peal,  considerably 
more  than  a large  creel  would  carry.  Since  then  the 
Fowey  has  kept  a beautiful  colour  and  full,  but  the 
quantities  of  peal  travelling  upwards  now  are  of  course 
small.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Camel  the  nets  have  had 
two  or  three  good  sized  salmon,  while  the  rods  in  the 
water  near  Bodmin  have  accounted  for  three,  the 
heaviest  weighing  161b.  Poaching  is  still  very  prevalent 
in  this  stream.  Trout  fishing  ends  this  week. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— Since  my  last  report 
nothing  has  been  done  with  the  salmon,  and  are  waiting 
for  a good  fresh.  The  recent  rain  only  raised  the  river 
a few  inches,  and  the  trout  and  grayling  has  improved  a 
little.  Mr.  Blackburn,  three  fish  3ilb.,  Rev.  R.  Jones, 
one  brace  of  trout,  Jib.  each,  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  trout, 
ljlb. — Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Not  much  doing,  or  being 
attempted,  owing  to  need  for  rain.  We  had  several 
hours’  downfall  on  Saturday  last,  but  much  more  is 
needed. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Bast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 
Trout  fishing  remains  in  abeyance,  indeed  the  season  is 
nearly  over.  Should  we,  however,  be  favoured  with  a 
good  heavy  fresh,  sport  with  salmon  may  be  looked  for. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  the  river  continues  low, 
anglers  have  been  on  the  water  nearly  every  day  during 
the  past  week.  Sport,  so  far,  has  been  poor  as  a general 
rule.  The  exceptions  are  : Mr.  Robert  Linton,  who  has 
landed  three  salmon  trout,  weighing  141b.,  41b.,  and  51b. 
respectively  ; Mr.  Lee,  two,  of  31b.  and  61b. ; Mr.  J.  H. 
Keighley,  one  of  41b.  ; and  Mr.  F.  M.  Lucy,  one  of  61b. 
— Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  rose  and 
coloured  slightly  on  Saturday  last,  but  is  now  in  good 
condition,  and  perch  as  well  as  pike  should  be  worth 
trying  in  the  eddies.  In  the  canal  the  best  sport  has 
been  with  the  roach,  one  of  our  local  anglers  having  had 
several  bags  of  201b.  weight  and  over.  Carp  still  very 
much  off. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  showers 
of  the  last  few  days  will  improve  roach  fishing.  Few 


baskets  last  week  reached  91b.  Perch  are  being  taken 
freely  on  this  and  similar  drains  ; tench  also  have  been 
showing  up  well.  The  Spalding  Club  have  been  doing 
well  on  their  waters  Hiuce  the  rain. — Ltmpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  - — The  river  and  canal  are  in 
excellent  trim,  and  local  anglers  are  bringing  away 
good  baskets.  Trolling  for  pike  is  more  followed  in  suit- 
able places,  but  weeds  still  cause  difficulty.  Sport  is 
slack  on  the  upper  waters.  Trout  fishing  closes  this 
week. — L. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Owing  to  a north-east  wind  blow 
ing,  on  Sept.  23  sport  was  poor  in  most  places.  The  best 
fishing  was  in  the  lower  lengths  near  Tottenham  Ferry 
Boat.  Some  nice  dace  were  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Langton 
and  others.  Mr.  Hey  wood,  jun.,  fishing  near  Tottenham 
Lock,  captured  an  eel  weighing  21b.  8Joz.  At  Waltham 
Abbey  Mr.  Baxter  had  a few  dace  and  roach.  Only  one 
prize  was  taken  in  the  open  competition  by  Mr.  B.  Smith, 
the  remaining  three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  same 
terms  on  Sept.  30.  On  Monday  Mr.  Deverley  had  three 
perch,  weighing  respectively,  lib.  13oz.,  lib.  4Joz.,  and 
12oz.  Water  in  fine  order.— Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing.  Rain 
has  been  had,  and  has  refreshed  the  rivers,  and  they  are 
now  in  condition  for  grayling  fishing.  The  fish  rise  well 
at  the  fly,  and  a good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
several  very  nice  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  landed. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  order,  and  some  good  grayling  landed 
with  the  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Heavy  rains  on  25th  have  thrown  these  rivers  out  of 
order  for  grayling,  and  they  will  not  be  in  condition 
before  the  opening  days  of  coming  month,  when,  with 
seasonable  weather,  sport  may  be  looked  for. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).- — River  nearly  full  with 
flood  water,  and  will  not  be  fit  for  fishing  until  Sunday 
or  Monday  next.  Very  little  doing  in  any  way,  and 
cannot  specify  baits.  Should  strongly  advise  some  well 
scoured  brandlings  after  present  flood. — R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Prospects  are  not  very 
encouraging  here  at  present.  The  water  is  very  low. 
Roach  are  on  the  feed.  Bream  very  quiet.  On  Mon- 
day a gentleman,  fishing  near  to  Fotheringham,  captured 
280  roach  in  one  day.  Not  a bad  day’s  sport. — E.  A. 
Samwell. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon.) — I am  pleased  to  report  a 
slight  improvement  in  sport  during  the  week.  Roach 
especially  have  been  in  a better  feeding  humour, 
gentles  being  the  best  bait.  A few  bream  have  also  been 
taken  with  brandlings,  but  the  water  is  too  clear  and 
the  weather  too  unsettled  to  expect  great  things. 
Should  the  rain  continue  better  sport  may  be  expected. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  not  improved 
in  condition,  therefore  sport  is  not  at  all  good.  I can 
only  hear  of  roach  being  taken,  with  the  exception  of 
one  jack,  3Jlb.  Unless  we  have  a little  more  colour  in 
the  water  pike  will  not  feed,  although  they  are  plenti- 
ful, and  the  season  is  approaching  when  is  to  be 
expected  good  sport.— H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Three  days’  rain  has  vastly  im- 
proved the  colour  of  the  river,  which  is  now  satisfac- 
tory. Wheat  seems  to  be  the  only  temptation  here  just 
now  with  the  roach,  &c.  A rare  lot  of  small  jack  have 
also  been  had  during  the  week,  but  nothing  over  61b.  to 
my  knowledge. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — Occasional  showers  keep  the  rivers  in 
good  condition,  and  I have  seen  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout,  especially  from  the  Avon.  Peel  are  well  up  the 
rivers,  and  the  best  lure  is  the  Devon  minnow — bright 
brass  or  silver  when  the  water  is  coloured,  and  painted 
when  the  water  is  clear.  The  Silver  Doctor  and,  in  the 
evening,  the  large  Coachman  have  been  taking  well. — W. 
Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — At  the  end  of  last  week  the  weather  underwent 
a complete  change,  and,  with  cold  east  winds  and  fog, 
angling  was  anything  but  pleasurable  excitement.  The 
rain,  however,  did  not  in  the  least  affect  these  rivers, 
which  still  continue  in  splendid  condition,  and  now  that 
the  weather  is  again  all  that  can  be  desired,  the  last  few 
days  of  trout  fishing  promise  to  end  as  th,e  season  began 
— most  favourably. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley. — The  late  rains  have  raised  the  Ley 
splendidly,  and  spinning  is  now  in  full  force  with  the 
anglers,  and  good  sport  is  daily  taking  place.  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Salmon  took  many  pike,  largest  81b.,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  perch  and  rudd.  Mr.  Dunlop  |had 
fine  sport,  also  Messrs.  Horace  Booth  and  Clark, 
London,  each  of  whom  took  some  good  pike  and  a great 
number  of  fine  rudd.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Illingworth, 
Bradford,  Yorks,  among  theirs  had  a fine  pike  of  111b., 
and  a great  number  of  perch  and  rudd.  The  waters 
will  now  be  in  grand  condition  till  the  end  of  the  season, 
Oct.  31. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Spalding  Waters. — -Pike  fishing  will  shortly  be  in 
full  swing,  and  there  is  stated  to  be  every  prospect  of 
good  sport  in  the  drains  leased  by  the  Spalding  Angling 
Club.  The  water  bailiff  observed  about  a dozen  pike — ■ 
estimated  at  about  from  51b.  to  121b.  each — within  a 
mile  and  a half  of  North  Drove  drain  the  other  day. 
This  looks  encouraging  for  anglers.  There  will  not  be 
much  fishing,  however,  until  the  weeds  are  cut  ; which 
will  be  done  next  month. — E.  A.  Samwell. 

Stort  (Harlow). — Plenty  of  rain  this  week,  the 
water  is  slightly  coloured,  several  anglers  have  been 
down,  but  not  many  fish  taken. — D.  Spkingham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  — A little  colour  has  now 
got  into  the  water,  and  in  consequence  roach  are  feeding 
better,  but  I have  not  heard  of  any  good  catches  up  to 
the  present.  With  colder  weather,  good  sport  amongst 
the  roach  and  perch  will  soon  be  had. — W.  Bainbridge. 
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Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  The 

rivorH  woro  a bit  clouded  on  Wednesday t but  the  tidal 
watorB  Boon  lino  down,  and  tbo  Arun  should  bo  in  good 
ordor  by  Sunday.  At  tho  early  part  of  the  week  roach 
and  bream  wore  quite  oil',  but  on  Wednesday  a few  hauls 
on  tho  Adur  resulted  in  12Jlb.  of  dace  and  roach,  and  a 
carp  of  31b.  Pilto  aro  feeding  in  most  waters.  Mr. 
Howard  recently  had  a nice  brace  from  tho  Billingshurst 
portion  of  tho  Arun,  and  from  tho  upper  reaches  of  the 
Ouse  a brace  of  51b.  fish  was  taken  on  Tuesday. 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Salmon  can  be  bought  at  sixpence 
por  pound,  and  this  through  no  London  markot.  The 
netmen  have  their  way.  Ono  boat  crew  wero  linod 
hoavily  this  week  for  fishing  aftor  tho  close  time,  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  conservators  liaH  a summons  lor 
fishing  without  a salmon  lioenoe.  Few  fish  caught  with 
tho  rod  and  line.  Tho  only  bit  of  water  fished  lor  centuries 
by  tho  inhabitants  was  about  to  be  stopped,  but  being 
tidal  the  land  and  water  grabber  was  disappointed. 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— No  rain  worth 
mentioning  since  my  last  report.  Ibo  water  is  still  low 
and  bright,  and  fishing  is  quite  in  abeyance.  H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — A.  good  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  used  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Silver  Twist.  Bottom  fishing  quiet. 
Grasshopper  fishing  is  better. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  — In  this  part  rain  fell  on 
Tuesday,  but  made  but  little  difference  to  the  state  of 
the  river  ; it  has  risen  a little,  but  is  in  order  for  fishing. 
Grayling  are  more  on  the  move  and  rise  well  at  the  fly. 
There  has  been  a fair  number  of  anglers  out,  and  some 
very  good  lots  of  grayling  have  been  landed.  The  Rea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  quiet  at  present. — 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— The  river  is  now  high 
and  thick,  which  should  bring  up  some  fresh  fish,  now 
that  the  netting  is  over.  A gentleman  writing  says  he 
took  147  trout  in  four  days,  fishing  mostly  on  the  Upper 
Torridge.  R.  Skemp  took  a trout  ljlb.  and  some  fine 
dace  with  a fly  called  the  Killer. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — Roach  have  come  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Trent  anglers  in  the  Newark  district,  otherwise 
angling  would  be  exceedingy  slow  ; 501b.  of  nice  fish, 
ranging  from  lOoz.  to  lib.  each,  were  shown  at  the  Pisca- 
torial clu-broom  on  Monday  evening,  taken  with  gentles, 
from  the  Farndon  length  by  Messrs.  W.  Holmes, 
B.  Hunt,  and  J.  Smith.  From  the  Devon  Mr.  W. 
Mountney  secured  a capital  pike  weighing  91b.,  and  Mr. 
Walter  King  three  from  the  Trent.  Newark  were  beaten 
by  the  Wellington  Angling  Association  in  the  first  of  the 
angling  contests,  after  a close  finish,  in  the  water  of  the 
latter  at  Shardlow.— Trentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  long-looked-for  rise  in  the  river 
came  on  Tuesday,  when  a nice  freshet  of  four  feet  came 
down  from  the  incessant  rains  of  Monday  night.  There 
was  a run  of  salmon,  and  good  sport  will  no  doubt  be 
had  the  end  of  this  week  and  next.  Col.  Rocke  had  two 
on  Monday,  and  Mr.  J.  Pitt  had  one.  A few  trout  and 
sewin  were  taken  with  ground-bait  on  Wednesday 
morning. — T. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Some  good  sport  is  still 
going  on  among  the  fish,  as  the  following  takes  will 
show  Messrs.  Harris,  71b.  roach;  Tonson,  71b.; 
Jones,  41b.  ; Harrison,  81b. ; Howell,  51b.  roach,  one 
jack,  41b.;  Watson,  81b.  roach;  Arnold,  101b.;  Lead- 
bitter,  51b.  ; Sprag,  one  jack,  41b.  ; White,  one,  3Jlb.  ; 
Shultz,  one,  5jlb. ; Knole,  one,  5|lb. ; Slater,  four 
perch,  21b.  roach. — John  Warner. 

Wimbledon  Lake.  — Fishing  is  at  its  best  now. 
Mr.  Issott,  of  Walham  Green,  carp,  weighing  71b.  10oz„ 
and  several  good  bream,  all  over  21b.  ; Mr.  Parsons,  of 
Putney,  carp,  7|lb.,  also  some  good  bream  ; Mr.  Black, 
Sloane-square,  jack,  71b.,  and  two  others  between 
31b.  and  41b.  ; Mr.  Otto,  two  jack,  71b.,  and  several 
bream  ; Mr.  Bovie,  Wimbledon,  thirteen  roach  and  some 
bream.  The  carp  are  being  set  up,  and  will  be  on  view 
at  my  cottage  shortly. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).  — Work  on  the 
Witham  has  improved  this  week,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  the  Bargate  and  other  drains  about  Boston. 
Some  good  lots  of  bream  have  been  met  with  at  Bardney, 
Tattershall,  and  other  points. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Both  rivers 
are  still  low  and  in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing.  A 
good  many  anglers  have  been  out  with  the  fly  during  the 
week,  and  most  of  them  have  met  with  fair  sport  so  far 
as  numbers  are  concerned,  but  the  grayling  have  run 
rather  small.  Very  few  trout  have  been  taken  with  the 
fly  ; indeed,  the  trout  have  scarcely  risen  at  all. 
Although  the  water  is  so  low  and  clear  the  bottom 
fishermen  have  had  some  grand  sport.  Two  young 
anglers,  fishing  [the  top  length  of  the  Matlock  water 
recently,  took  fourteen  and  a half  brace  of  large 
grayling  and  another  large  basket  on  Saturday.  These 
fish  were  killed  .with  the  maggot  and  worm. — Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — The  weather  continues  very  favourable 
for  boat  angling,  and  a goodly  number  have  been  off 
during  the  past  week.  The  takes,  which  are  Bmall, 
chiefly  consist  of  plaice,  dabs,  and  pout  whiting. — H. 

Deal. — Members  have  been  getting  excellent  sport 
with  lines  from  boats  lately,  especially  from  off  No.  2 
Battery,  where  Mr.  Herring  has  been  well  rewarded  almost 
daily  during  his  three  weeks’  sojourn  here  ; also  Mr. 
Minchin,  Mr.  Colins,  Mr.  Ford,  Mr.  Brook  (three  score 
in  an  hour  and  half),  and  several  other  angling  gentlo- 
men,  who  bavo  been  bringing  in  from  sixty  to  200 
whiting,  dabs,  plaice,  and  codling  por  day.  Good  takes 
of  mackerel  have  also  been  secured  with  drift  nets  in 
the  offing.  Amongst  tho  fish  recently  taken  are  some 


fine  specimens,  and  as  tho  season  advances  it  is  expected 
there  will  be  some  remarkably  good  sport  here. 
Intending  anglers  would  do  well  to  place  themselves  in 
communication  with  tho  hon.  seoretary  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers’  Society,  Oil,  Haymarkot,  as  members  have 
distinct  privileges  i'or  visiting  us. — Edward  Hanger 
(agent). 

Deal.— The  weather  hero  has  been  favourable  tor 
fishing.  A large  quantity  of  whiting  and  codling  (mostly 
whiting)  has  been  caught  by  visitors,  some  of  them 
being  taken  out  by  Messrs.  Roberts  and  May,  the  fisher- 
men of  North  Deal,  at  their  noted  fishing  grounds.  On 
the  23rd  they  put  out  and  caught  the  largest  number 
that  has  been  landed  hero  this  season.  The  whiting 
are  a good  size  now,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  there 
will  be  some  good  sport  for  anglers,  both  for  large 
whiting  and  codling. 

Great  Yarmouth. — We  have  commenced  in  earnest 
our  sea  water  fishing,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
good  season.  We  are  having  fair  sport  with  whiting, 
flat  fish,  and  gurnet,  which  are  very  plentiful  this  year. 
Mr.  Ayers  had  a codling  5Jlb.  Bait  used,  lugworms  and 
fresh  herring. — H.  Salinger. 

Hastings. — The  weather  the  last  few  days  has  been 
rather  against  fishing.  Those  who  have  ventured  out 
have  had  excellent  sport.  F.  Parris,  off  with  a,  party  on 
Monday,  only  for  a few  hours,  returned  with  twelve 
score  of  large  whiting,  a few  mackerel  and  flat  fish. 
Whiting  are  in  abundance.  Codling  of  21b.  and  over 
are  plentiful  off  both  piers.  A gentleman  fishing  from 
the  St.  Leonard’s  Pier,  using  lug  for  bait,  hooked  a fine 
mackerel,  which  is,  I think,  a very  rare  occurrence.  A 
bass  of  llilb.  was  taken  from  the  stone  groyne  at 
St.  Leonard’s  one  evening  last  week.— Hy.  Dowsett. 

Penzance. — Nothing  to  record,  either  for  pier  or  boat 
angling.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled.  Mackerel  are 
getting  scarce,  and  the  pilchard  fishing  declining,  and 
our  trawling  fleet  doing  but  little. — H. 

Plymouth. — Amateurs  have  been  busy  all  the  week, 
and  although  we  had  a busy  week  through  our  Lifeboat 
Saturday,  yet  scores  of  boats  might  be  seen  daily  at  the 
usual  places  ; the  fish  that  were  caught  being  mackerel, 
pollack,  bass,  grey  mullet,  and  whiting.  These  latter  are 
still  being  caught  by  the  thousand,  the  finest  being 
taken  in  Jennycliffe  Bay. — W.  Hearder. 

Portmagee  (Kerry).— A very  large  hamper  of  fish 
(scad,  mackerel,  bream,  haddock,  &c.)  were  had  by  a 
couple  of  anglers,  out  between  the  headlands.  Pollack 
are  numerous,  and  of  a large  size. — T.  J.  D. 

Southsea  and  District.— From  the  piers  at  East 
Southsea  some  good  pollack  have  been  taken.  From  the 
boats  some  good  catches  have  been  had.  From  Lee- 
on- Solent  I have  heard  of  nothing  grand.  The  moats 
at  Uo3port  are  quiet ; from  the  shore  nothing  has  been 
done. — G.  J.  Dean. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— This  river  continues  to  run  very  low, 
and,  although  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with  salmon, 
the  fish  refuse  to  rise.  Few  salmon  have  been  killed 
up  to  the  present,  and  the  back-end  fishing  has  been 
unprecedentally  disappointing.  Sea  trout  and  herling 
are  still  being  caught  at  night  both  in  the  upper  and 
mid  reaches.  In  the  Langholm  water  Mr.  J.  Harkness 
caught  three  sea  trout,  one  of  them  3Jlb.,  while  other 
anglers  have  had  fair  takes  of  herling  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Skipper’s  Bridge.  In  the  Canonbie  division  Mr.  W. 
Byers  creeled  seven  herling  at  a fishing.  Mr.  Boder- 
masher  and  son,  staying  at  Woodhouse,  have  had  small 
takes  of  sea  trout  and  herling.  Mr.  Doughty  has  been 
successful  in  the  Byreburntoot  water  with  sea  trout ; 
and  Mr.  F.  Little  and  Mr.  J.  Jardine  have  also  made 
fairly  good  baskets. — G. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Seldom  have  such  fine 
prospects  been  so  seriously  threatened  as  is  the  case  all 
over  the  North  of  Scotland  at  present.  The  rivers 
have  sunk  to  dead  summer  level.  Only  on  those  reaches 
possessing  the  deeper  pools  is  any  sport  at  all  being  got. 
On  the  Aboyne,  Glen  Tana,  and  Ballater  reaches  only  an 
occasional  red  fish  is  being  had.  On  the  Dess  water 
Mr.  Frank  Pickering  had  a dozen  plump  trout.  On  the 
Woodend  water,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  divided 
five  nice  fish  between  them  for  the  week,  scaling  from 
81b.  to  151b.  On  the  Cairnton,  Mr.  J.  T.  Turner  Farley 
and  party  have  had  several,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  one  or 
two  of  average  weights.  On  the  Grandholm  water, 
Professors  Cash  and  Niven  and  the  Messrs.  Deverell, 
Mr.  Bott,  and  others  are  occasionally  successful.  There 
is  every  indication  of  rain,  and  several  heavy  showers 
have  already  fallen  up  to  time  of  despatch.  Fish  plenti- 
ful in  the  estuaries.  On  the  Drum  water  (Dee)  Mr. 
William  Murdoch  and  Mr.  Stuart  Gordon  had  four  fish 
last  week,  scaling  from  Gib.  to  181b.  On  the  Castle 
pools  of  the  Drum  section  a few  fish  have  also  been  got. 
Deesider. 

South  of  Scotland.— No  change  has  taken  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  rivers  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  waters  have  not  boen  bo  low  for  thirty  years 
and  more.  Night  fishing  for  herling  has  improved  on 
some  of  the  rivers,  especially  on  the  Annan.  On  the 
Nith  tho  proprietors  have  been  taking  advantage  of  the 
low  condition  of  the  river  to  have  tho  pools  in  the  lower 
waters  thoroughly  staked.  The  Galloway  rivers  are 
extromely  low.  No  sport  has  been  obtained  with  the 
rods  for  many  weeks  past. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Sport  last  week  was  partial,  not  being  general 
owing  to  the  comparatively  low  water.  On  the  Carron 
Lodge  water  on  Friday,  Mr.  Manwaring  had  a grilse  of 
5 Jib.,  and  Mr.  David  Calder  one  of  GJlb.  ; while  on™18 
day  wook  tho  former  gentleman  had  a salmon  of  /lb., 
and  Mr.  R.  Smith  a grilse  of  41b.  From  the  Aberlour 
House  water  on  AVednesday,  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie  had  a 
salmon  of  17Jlb. ; from  tho  water  at  Craigellachie,  Mr. 


Hardie  had  a salmon  of  71b.  and  two  grilse  of  Gib.  and 
GJlb.  On  Tuesday,  Lady  Westmorland  killed  a salmon, 
of  181b.,  and  on  Wednesday  another  of  191b.,  while, 
on  the  same  day,  Lord  Westmorland  had  one  of  221b., 
and  Lord  Clifford  ono  of  181b.  ; and  on  Thursday 
the  former  gentleman  had  other  two  of  151b.  and  81b. 

J.  M. 

Tweed,  & c. — Not  for  many  years  past  at  the  same 
periods  of  the  season  has  the  Tweed  and  Teviot — and  in 
fact  all  the  Border  rivers  — been  known  to  have  run 
into  such  small  dimensions  as  they  are  at  tho  present 
time.  Sport  is  therefore  unsatisfactory.  One  angler 
while  tront  fishing  bad  tho  good  fortune  to  kill  a Gib. 
sea  trout  on  very  fine  tackle.  Takes  on  the  Teviot  havo 
been  almost  nil  during  the  week.  In  the  Chirnside 
district  of  tho  Wbitadder,  some  small  dishes  have  been 
got.  Mr.  Gillies  had  a basket  of  thirteen  trout.  In 
the  Grangemouth  district  baskets  up  to  2Jlb.  and  31b. 
have  also  been  got.  Salmon  angling,  with  the  rivers 
in  their  state,  is  useless,  and  must  continue  so  until 
we  have  a flood  of  some  magnitude  to  allow  fish  to  get 
to  the  upper  reaches,  and  cleanse  the  beds  of  tho 
streams. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — Not  for 

many  years  has  this  river  been  so  low  for  such  a 
lengthened  period,  many  of  the  fords  being  quite  bare 
above  water.  To  make  matters  worse  the  flax  water 
and  dye  stuffs  have  made  sad  havoc  amongst  the  fish. 
— J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake. — Sport  has  shown  much  improvement. 
White  trout  have  been  taking  better,  and  baskets  of  a 
dozen  have  been  common  recently.  The  brown  tront 
angling  on  this  water  has  not  been  quite  as  good  as 
usual,  the  fish  apparently  having  got  too  much  of  the 
natural  fly. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne. — Although  a good  few  anglers  were  out  last 
week  but  very  few  salmon  were  taken,  except  on  the 
upper  end,  where  Mr.  W.  Carson  and  friend,  fishing  with 
prawn  and  worm,  killed  fifteen  in  the  week  ranging  from 
71b.  to  171b.  Trout  fishing  is  also  very  poor.— M. 
Rogan. 

Faugh an  (Derry). — Nothing  to  report  regarding 
fishing  on  this  river,  as  it  is  practically  deserted  through 
the  lack  of  sport. 

Lough  Currane.  — Sport  has  shown  considerable 
improvement.  Heavy  salmon,  considering  the  average 
of  these  waters,  have  been  had  by  several  gentleman. 
The  white  tront  angling  has  improved,  and  good  baskets 
varying  in  weight  from  171b.  to  221b.  have  been  had  by 
several  anglers.  Salmon  and  sea  tront  are  very  plentiful, 
and  good  sport  is  expected. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Anglera 
have  been  keeping  their  bands  in  on  lake  and  river  to}5 
week.  Of  course  very  bright  sun  and  nor’-east  winds 
have  not  helped  them  much.  Mr.  C.  H.  Walton  and  his 
friend,  Mr.  Foster  Mortimore,  have  had  pretty  fair  sport, 
as  fishing  goes  all  over  the  United  Kingdom. 
Sept.  20,  Mr.  Mortimore,  one  grilse,  6|lb.  ; 21st,  Mr. 
Walton,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 22nd,  Mr.  Mortimore,  fly-fish- 
ing with  a purple  widgeon,  had  a huge  salmon,  esti- 
mated  at  351b.,  on  his  rod  for  quite  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  but  lost  him  through  hook  breaking;  24th,  Mr. 
Mortimore,  one  salmon,  101b.,  one  grilse,  71b. ; 25th,  one 
salmon,  lOJlb.,  and  one  grilse,  81b.  Trouting  not  so 
very  good.  Pike  fishing  on  lake  keeps  on  very  good  tor 
those  who  stick  to  it.  Largest  pike  taken  this  week 
23^1b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Valentia  (Kerry).  — Sport  has  been  good.  Pol- 
lacking  especially  has  afforded  good  sport.  Hampers 
of  three  dozen  fish,  averaging  61b.,  have  been  had  daily. 
A party  of  four  had  on  Saturday  500  gurnard,  whiting, 
and  bream.— T.  J.  D. 


FISH  STORIES. 

They  were  telling  ’ 1 fish  ” stories  when  one  of  Marble- 
head’s best  known  salts  told  of  his  experience  with  a big 
ground  shark.  Said  he  : It  was  as  long  as  to  there, 

pointing  off  a distance  of  about  fifty  feet.  When 
hauled  up  alongside  he  was  longer  than  the  vessel,  and 
his  liver  alone  filled  a dory.”  The  writer  forgets  the 
quantity  of  oil  that  liver  made. 

The  same  one  who  told  this,  recounted  another  story 
of  the  Grand  Banks,  which  is  almost  as  remarkable  as  a 
bit  of  fiction,  supposed  to  have  come  from  Gloucester. 
It  seems  that  a young  sailor  of  that  port  lost  his  engage- 
ment ring  while  on  the  banks,  and,  when  almost  wild 
with  grief,  recovered  it  again  from  the  inside  of  a fish 
which  was  caught  a couple  of  days  after. 

“ We  were  making  two  trips  a year,”  said  the  story- 
teller, “a  spring  and  a fall  fare.  We  carried  what  we 
called  ‘ throaters,’  which  are  long,  sharp  blades  set  in 
handles  made  from  billets  of  wood,  big  enough  to  float 
the  blade  should  it  happen  to  fall  overboard.  Well,  one 
day  on  the  spring  trip  we  lost  one  of  these  throaters,  and 
not  finding  it  again,  concluded  it  had  fallen  overboard  and 
gone  to  the  bottom,  the  handle  being  either  water-soaked 
or  too  small  to  float  the  blade.  We  came  home,  fitted  out 
again  and  went  fall  fare.  One  day,  whilo  fishing,  one 
of  the  men  took  off  a large  cod,  which  he  proceeded  to 
open  to  get  some  bait  to  use  ovor  again.  What  was  Ins 
astonishment,  however,  at  finding,  instead  of  the  ex- 
pected bait,  a throater,  handle,  blade  and  all,  and  to 
tho  astonishment  of  all  hands  it  was  then  proven  to  be 
the  self  same  one  that  had  boon  lost  on  our  spring  trip. 
— Marblehead  Messenger. 


An  Epidemic  among  Trout.— R.  Emmorich  and  E. 
Woibol  describe,  in  the  Archiv  Hygiene,  an  opidonno 
produoed  by  a mioro-organism  probably  identical  with 
/immermann’s  Bacillus  devorans. 


321 


September  20,  1894] 
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Anglers'  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Benting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take 
place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct.  1,  at  8.30. — B. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  1). — The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Hearts  of  Oak,  Old  Crown,  corner  of  Hare-street,  Brick- 
lane,  Bethnal  Green,  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  1,  when  I 
look  forward  for  the  usual  crowded  meeting  that  we 
invariably  have  at  this  club. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2). — The  return  visit  paid  to  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  on  the  24th  inst.  was  a decided 
success.  With  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  at  the  piano,  Mr. 
Merry  in  the  chair,  and  representatives  from  twenty 
clubs,  success  was  assured.  The  next  visit  will  be  to 
the  City  of  London  and  Bising  Sun  Angling  Society. 
Date  not  yet  to  hand. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  (Thames)  Competition. 
— The  committee  met  in  good  numbers  on  the  27th  inst. 
The  following  prizes  have  been  added  : 5s.,  Mr.  Stevens  ; 
box  of  sweets,  Marylebone  Angling  Society  ; a telescope 
landing  handle  and  net : Mr.  G H.  Howard  a prize  ; 
Mr.  Wrigglesworth  5s.  for  a specimen  reach  taken  on 
the  28th  ; and  the  Boyal  George  a bait  kettle.  Several 
names  have  been  added  to  the  committee.  A full  meet- 
ing is  requested  for  next  Thursday. — B.  Abrahams. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  TJxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
On  the  26th  inst.  we  elected  the  usual  officers,  viz..  Mr. 
H.  Challen,  chairman  ; E.  Jackson,  vice  ; Messrs.  Carey 
and  H.  Challen,  auditors  for  six  months ; Messrs. 
Abrahams  and  Carey,  delegates  to  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion. We  fish  a roving  match  (two  rods),  all  fish  to  weigh 
bar  eels,  from  Bichmond  Stone  Bridge  to  Teddington 
Weir,  on  Oct.  14  for  four  prizes.  Several  weighed-in 
on  the  23rd.  Mr.  H.  Challen  had  a roach  of  lib.  8|oz. , 
which  Mr.  Anstiss  is  setting  up.  Competition  tickets 
for  Oct.  28  will  be  gladly  supplied  by — H.  B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — On  Sept.  23,  the 
following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Cutbush,  Hall,  Scott, 
Marriott.  I might  remind  members  that  our  Benevolent 
tickets  are  ready,  and  I hope  they  will  be  taken  up  as 
soon  as  possible. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.—  On 
Sept.  23,  Mr.  Harding  weighed  roach  and  dace  and  a 
perch  of  21b.  5oz.  Mr.  Moir  also  weighed  roach.  On 
Sept.  26  good  meeting,  balance-sheet  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion ; hope  members  will  show  up  next  week. — F.  G. 
Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthnr-street,  Battersea. — Our  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Woking  on  Oct.  7 (roving).  Broad  Meads 
only;  jack  barred;  may  go  overnight:  fishing  to  com- 
mence 6 a.m.  on  the  morning.  Mr.  King,  jun.,  took  a 
prize  in  our  Chertsey  match  (second  club  prize  and  5s.) 
for  largest  roach. — J.  Bich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  Sept.  23 
the  takes  of  fish  were  not  large,  the  most  notable  being 
a nice  roach  of  lib.  13oz.,  taken  by  Lambarth,  jun.  On 
Monday  evening  the  return  visit  was  not  so  well  patro- 
nised as  usual,  only  twenty  clubs  answering  the  roll.— G. 
Merry. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — We  fish  our  monthly 
prizes  at  Datchet  on  Oct.  7 ; cease  fishing  at  4 o’c  lock. 
Mr.  Scutt  weighed-in  a fine  show  of  roach,  181b.,  from 
theArun.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next  meeting 
night  for  important  business  ? Messrs.  Champness  and 
Collins  were  elected  members. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  — The 
adjourned  special  meeting  held  on  Wednesday  (quarterly 
night)  was  well  attended.  The  decision  the  members 
have  arrived  at  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wheeldon  is  this, 
that  we  open  a subscription  list  in  the  club  towards 
making  Mr.  Jones  a handsome  present  in  place  of  the 
10-guinea  cup  promised  by  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  Esq.,  and 
honestly  won,  but,  I am  sorry  to  say,  not  forthcoming. 
We  propose  to  have  a special  night  for  this  occasion, 
when  brother  anglers  will  have  due  notice,  and  I hope 
they  will  rally  round  us  on  that  night.  We  paid 
prizes  out  to  successful  members  during  the  quarter, 
and  a very  pleasant  evening  spent. — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Cox,  perch  ; 
Davis,  roach;  Messant,  roach;  Jenkins,  roach;  and 
Dodd,  rudd.  The  next  match  takes  place  at  Windsor 
on  Sept.  30,  for  five  prizes,  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surly 
Hall  (roving)  ; both  sides  of  the  river  ; leave  Clapham 
Junction  at  8.30.  Members  are  requested  to  forward 
their  subscriptions  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Fund  at  once. — A.  Dodd. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — On  the  27th  inst.  Mr.  W. 
Payne  weighed-in  a jack,  61b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  Streeton 
nine  daoe,  4|lb.  The  competition  for  prizes  on  the  30th 
takes  place  at  Amberley,  members  to  be  allowed  to 
leave  London  by  last  train  on  Saturday. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  — Since  my  last  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  Wilson,  roach  and  jack  ; Whiting, 
roach;  Marrigold,  bream;  Foster,  a splendid  show  of 
bream  and  roach  ; and  Downs,  perch.  Our  next  outing 
will  be  to  Yalding,  on  Sept.  30,  usual  conditions ; special 
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carriage  reserved  7.13  train  from  London  Bridge 
(S.E.B.)— J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— At  our  half  yearly 
meeting,  Mr.  Ward  was  re-elected  chairman,  also  Mr.  J. 
Jennings,  as  treasurer,  and  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  hon.  secretary 
for  next  twelve  months.  It  was  decided  that  the  prizes 
not  won  on  outing  at  Amberley,  be  competed  for  on 
Oct.  14.  Members  to  go  where  they  like  overnight  if 
wished,  but  Sunday’s  fish  only  to  weigh.  Since  last 
report,  Messrs.  Jennings  and  Ward  have  had  several 
jack ; Mr.  Bendell,  dace,  three  specimens ; Mr.  Bush, 
roach.  .£1  2s.  6d.  has  been  sent  on  Preservation  Week 
Fund.— J.  H.  _. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King- 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. 
Our  Sunday  medal  day,  originally  fixed  for  Sept.  30,  has 
been  postponed  till  Oct.  14  in  consequence  of  the  state 
of  the  Thames.  The  Wednesday  medal  competition  will 
be  fished  on  Oct.  3 as  formerly  arranged.  Train  leaves 
Paddington  9.25. — T.  W.  Cook. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.  — On  Sept.  23, 
Messrs.  Cecil  and  Davis,  fishing  from  the  club  punt,  took 
some  nice  roach,  perch,  and  a jack.  The  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Preservation  Fund  will  take  place 
next  Wednesday,  at  8.30  ; Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  j.  B.  Close  vice-chairman.  We  have  a 
very  good  programme,  and  shall  be  pleased  with  the 
company  of  any  brother  anglers  whom  may  care  to 
come. — H.  B. 

Camden  Angling  Club.— Most  of  the  members 
have  been  out  and  met  with  fair  success  ; not  a blank 
this  season.  A brake  outing  to  Harefiold  on  Oct.  14. 
A good  prize  list  arranged.  Two  new  hon.  members 
made.  A few  vacancies  for  some  working  members. — 
E.  T.  White. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road, 
Kilburn. — We  had  a good  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  on  our  trays  on  the  23rd.  Members  are  reminded 
about  the  match  at  Bourne  End  on  the  30th  inst.,  as 
already  published  ; bank  only  ; two  rods  ; jack  barred. 
— E.  W.  Wood. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.  — Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  23rd  inst.  but  met  with 
poor  sport.  We  fish  for  our  club  prizes  on  Oct.  7 at 
Hatfield  Peverel ; same  conditions. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Pinsbury  Angling  Society,  241  and  243, 
Goswell-road,  E.C. — Some  of  our  members  took  part  in 
the  Club  Union  Competition'at  West  Drayton,  but  were 
not  successful.  On  Sept.  30  we  have  a competition  at 
the  Welsh  Harp,  when  it  is  hoped  the  members  will 
attend  in  good  force. — J.  C. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Thames- 
street.— On  Sept.  23  Messrs.  Sharpless  and  Conneley 
weighed-in  roach.  A general  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  when  important  business  was  brought  forward, 
but  was  adjourned  till  next  Tuesday,  when  all  members 
are  requested  to  be  present. — J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.— The 
members  of  this  society  again  journeyed  to  Woking  to 
fish  off  the  prizes  left  over  from  the  16th.  The  following 
were  successfnl  : Messrs.  J.  Willgoss,  first ; Wm.  May, 
second;  G.  T.  Jameson,  third;  E.  Barber,  fourth;  and 
Farmer,  fifth.  The  following  weighed-in  from  other 
waters  : Mr.  Wm.  Clark,  chub  (one  fish  31b.  5Joz.) ; A. 
Painter,  bream  ; and  H.  Balstone,  roach. — G.  T.  Jame- 
son. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List. — The 

next  visit  will  be  to  the  Eustonian  Angling  Society,  held 
at  the  Silver  Cup,  Cromer-street,  Gray’s-inn-road,  on 
Tuesday  next,  Oct.  2,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  meeting. 
— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North 
wold-road. — Members  who  intend  to  fish  in  the  competi- 
tion at  Cheshunt  on  Sept.  30  will  start  by  the  first  train, 
ten  to  eight  from  Tottenham.  Any  member  after  that 
train  must  report  himself  to  the  stewards. — W.  T.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road.— On  Sept.  16  Messrs.  E.  Baxter  and  B.  Andrews 
were  first  and  second  prize  winners,  and  on  Sept.  23 
Messrs.  W.  Hill  and  W.  Dunn  were  third  and  fourth  in 
the  first  private  prize  match.  There  are  six  prizes  loft, 
and  I should  like  to  see  members  take  them  as  early  as 
possible.  Mr.  E.  Baxter  was  fourth  in  the  Club  Union 
Competition— T.  Twyman. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen 
Tavern,  York-road,  N.— Several  of  our  members  have 
been  out  during  the  week.  Mr.  Winders  had  a splendid 
show  of  roach  (llflb.),  several  close  on  lib.,  and  Mr. 
Collier  a nice  show  of  dace.  Sept.  30  our  roving  match 
at  Caversham  ; start  from  Paddington  by  the  8.10  train 
(book  to  Beading). — W.  J.  Thomas. 

Cosy  Angling  Club,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. — 
One  of  our  members  during  the  week  had  61b.  of  bream 
and  roach  from  the  Grand  Junction  Canal.  We  meet  on 
Tuesday  nights,  when  we  shall  be  glad  to  welcome  any 
new  members. — F.  Boss. 

Crewe  No.  1 Angling  Society  — The  members  of 
the  above  club  held  a most  successful  match  at  Tatten- 
hall  Boad  by  Chester,  on  Saturday  last,  when  122 
members  competed  for  close  on  sixty  prizes,  the  selection 
of  which  were  excellently  carried  out  by  Messrs.  S.  B. 
Cole  and  F.  Talbot.  The  day  was  fine,  but  a raw  and 
strong  wind  prevailed,  which  militated  against  good 
sport,  so  that  the  weights  accorded  to  the  respective 
winners  were  meagre  compared  with  previous  matches. 
The  prizes  was  presented  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Old 
Vaults,  by  Mr.  B.  Cole,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
Mr.  W.  Bumb,  J.P.  . 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green.— 
A special  general  meeting  will  be  held  next  Wednesday 


to  settle  some  very  important  business  and  to  make 
final  arrangements  for  the  outing  on  Oct.  7 at  Wade 
Mills,  Ware.— W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  23rd  inst.  a few  of  our 
members  were  out.  Messrs.  Poore,  Bobinson,  Cogswell, 
and  Slade  weighed-in  some  very  nice  roach,  dace,  and 
tench.  Members,  please  note  that  Tuesday  the  2nd  will 
be  general  meeting  night,  when  some  important  business 
will  be  brought  forward. — S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians. — We  hold  a prize  competi- 
tion at  Amberley  on  Oct.  7 ; will  members  please  note 
date  ? Our  chairman,  Mr.  Dunlop,  having  complimented 
Mr.  Stagg  (our  retiring  secretary)  on  the  way  he  has 
worked  for  the  club  since  its  beginning,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  present  him  with  a testimonial  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  and  high  appreciation  for  his  past 
services.  The  vacant  post  will  be  filled  by — Ed. 
Morliere 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — Our  pegged-down  match  at 
Harlow  resulted  in  a blank.  Mr.  Wilkes  weighed-in 
41b.  8oz.  of  roach.  On  Sept.  30  we  fish  at  Waltham  for 
the  fortnightly  prize  presented  by  Mr.  Corrall ; jack 
only  to  weigh.  The  clerk  of  the  scales  will  be  pleased 
to  receive  any  amount  for  the  Preservation  Fund,  as 
the  subscription  for  the  third  quarter  is  now  due.  — 
W.  H.  Tuck.  . , 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Mancher 
House,  South  Tottenham.  — On  the  23rd  Mr.  Gowen 
weighed-in  41b.  6oz.  of  roach,  winning  Mr.  Breeze’s 
prize.  On  Tuesday  an  old  friend,  Mr.  Tuck,  from  the 
other  Enterprise,  spent  a little  time  with  us.  We  hold 
a smoking  concert  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  17,  in  aid  of  the 
A.  B.  S.— J.  Kipp. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.  — Our  next  monthly 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  at  the 
Wellington.  Very  little  has  been  done  by  our  members 
during  the  past  week. — Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross.— On  Sept.  23  the  following  weighed- 
in  Messrs.  Tavner,  101b.  roach  and  brearn  from 
Amberley,  and  F.  Gibbons,  bream.  Our  return  visit  on 
the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  2,  when  we  hope  to  see  a good  attendance, 
as  it  is  our  first  visit  with  our  new  landlord.  Clubs 
which  have  not  received  a notice  please  accept  this 
invitation.— C.  Abbott. 

Porest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — Since  last  meeting  the 
following  weighed  in  : Messrs.  Head,  roach,  dace,  and 
perch;  Willett.,  roach;  and  Donne,  dace. — W.  G.  M. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Club,  Bose  and  Crown- 
On  the  23rd  inst.,  Mr.  Whitebread  had  a fine  show  of 
roach  (7ilb.) ; Mr.  Vanhegan  and  Mr.  Hills  also  had 
roach  and  dace.  The  special  train  for  Amberley  and 
Pulboro’  in  the  month  of  October.  will  start  from 
London  Bridge  at  8.0  a.m.  instead  of  6.55. — G.  P. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Bussell,  Isledon- 
road.— Messrs.  Caborn,  Vale,  Stebbings,  Biggs,  and  W. 
Baildham,  jun.,  out  on  the  23rd,  all  had  fish.  I hope  all 
members  will  show  up  on  Monday  next,  as  the  balance- 
sheet  for  the  half  year  will  be  read,  and  there  is  some 
other  important  business  to  transact. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster. 
Foley-street,  W.— On  the  23rd  inst.  Messrs.  Crow  and 
W.  Bowring  showed  some  good  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon, 
and  Mr.  Bailey  rudd.  Mr.  Crow  also  took  third  prize 
in  the  Club  and  Institute  Union  match.  It  is  desirable 
that  all  members  should  attend  on  Tuesday  as  final 
arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  for  the  outing  on 
Oct.  7.— John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Mr.  Maybury 
and  D.  Flint  weighed-in  fish  on  Sept.  23.  On  Tuesday 
there  was  a good  attendance  of  members  who  decided  to 
fish  for  prizes  on  Oct.  7 at  Fittleworth.  Members 
allowed  to  go  on  Saturday,  but  must  sign  the  book  at 
the  clubhouse  before  going  away.— B.  Murphy. 

Great  Yarmouth  Working  Mens’  Angling 
Society. — The  above  society  fished  its  third  annual 
match  at  Fritton  on  Sept.  10.  The  members  wish  to 
thank  the  donors  for  their  kindness  in  presenting  the 
prizes,  also  will  they  please  notice  the  club’s  removal 
from  the  Cambridge  Tavern  to  the  St.  John’s  Head, 
North  Quay.— G.  Coleman. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Last  Tuesday  was 
fixed  for  the  sea  fishing  competition  for  prizes  off  Leigh- 
on-Sea,  and  notwithstanding  that  it  rained  in  torrents 
a considerable  part  of  the  day,  nineteen  members  and 
friends  faced  it,  and  enjoyed  themselves,  sport  being 
fairly  good.  The  first  prize,  an  angler  s knife,  given  by 
Mr.  W.  Marshall,  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Dippie,  whose 
best  three  fish  weighed  31b.  lloz.  ; total,  twenty-eight 
fish,  161b.  The  second  prize  was  a sea  fishing  rod,  made 
by  Messrs.  D.  & W.  H.  Foster  to  the  instructions  of 
Mr.  Tayler,  the  secretary,  who  gave  it,  and  who  also 
won  it;  his  best  three  fish  weighed  31b.  |oz. ; total, 
twenty-one  fish,  101b.  4oz.  The  third  prize  was  an 
alarm  bell  in  the  shape  of  a turtle,  given  by  Mr.  Dippie, 
and  won  by  Mr.  E.  Hesse,  with  three  fish,  of  21b.  lOoz.  ; 
total,  seven  fish,  weighing  41b.  4oz.  Each  member 
caught  some  fish.  A well  attended  meeting  was  held 
afterwards,  and  some  interesting  discussions  took  place. 
— James  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — On  Sept.  23, 
Mr.  Walford  saved  us  from  a blank  with  some 
nice  bream.  Our  peg-down  match  takes  place  on 
Sept.  30,  at  Hatfield  Peverel.  Start  fishing  at  10  o’clock 
from  Baddow  Bridge  to  the  first  gate  (peg-down).  Our 
return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday,  Oct.  1,  wnen  I hope 
to  see  a good  attendance. — C.  T.  Bussell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — On  Sept.  23, 
Mr.  J.  Bowe  weighed-in  11  Jib.  jack,  F.  Newton  51b. 
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roaoh,  and  S.  Orrow  H lb.  roach.  Tho  members  will  fish 
for  special  prizes  at  Shiplako  on  Oct.  I t.-  R.  Ghurnky. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling1  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portlar.d-Htroot,  W.— On  Sopt.  23  Mossrs.  Hans- 
ford  and  Beckett  woighed-in  dace,  and  Mr.  1'opo 
roach  and  d^aoe.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was 
re-elected  chairman  tor  the  ensuing  quarter,  and  Messrs. 
Hansford  and  I'itzgerald  wore  appointed  as  auditors. 
On  ( >ot.  i wo  fish  a match  from  Richmond  Lock  to 
Twickenham  Ferry,  tow-path  only,  usual  conditions  ; 
8 o dock  train  from  Waterloo.— Snap. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  Tho  Clachans, 
Sherborne-lano,  King  William-street,  E.C.— Members 
are  reminded  that  our  monthly  meeting  will  bo  held  at 
this  address,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  at  5 p.m.,  when  all 
members  are  kindly  requested  to  make  it  convenient  to 
attend.  Wo  shall  also  lie  pleased  to  see  any  gentleman 
(who  may  be  a member  of  any  Insurance  Company) 
present,  who  is  desirous  of  becoming  a member  of  this 
society.— F.  C.  W.  Seyfang. 

Islington  Brother’s  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canon  bury -road. — The  following  had  fish  on 
the  23rd:  Mr.  C'roker,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Herbert,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Holder,  carp  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Burwash,  roach.  We  made  one  honorary  member 
and  working  member.  The  brake  will  be  at  Packington- 
street  post  office  at  7.15  sharp. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
will  compete  for  five  special  prizes  on  the  30th  inst.  at 
Ware.  There  are  also  four  specials  to  be  fished  for  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  10.  Competitors  may  choose  their  own 
fishing  waters  for  these  prizes,  but  must  not  leave 
London  until  the  morning  of  the  competition.  Mr.  T. 
W.  Garrard  weighed-in  bream  on  the  23rd  inst.  Mr.  H. 
C.  Wheatley  had  roach  and  dace  on  the  24th.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Sept.  23  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  : Mr.  Briley,  a nice  show  of  roach,  and 
Mr.  Muscatell,  roach.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Charteris 
had  a pretty  show  of  roach  and  dace.  An  outing  will 
take  place  to  Woking  on  Nov.  11  for  five  prizes.— W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — Two  of  our 

members  had  a big  day  at  a Cheshire  mere  last  week, 
taking  between  them  701b.  bream,  roach,  and  hybrids  (a 
cross  between  these  two  fish),  a pike,  101b.,  and  several 
jack.  The  hybrids  referred  to  are  very  numerous  in  this 
water,  and  average  generally  lib.  to  lj’lb.  in  weight,  have 
the  head,  tail,  and  fins  of  a bream,  but  the  body  and  scales 
of  a roach,  and  give  very  fair  sport.  Another  member, 
Mr.  C.  T.  Ivimmer  has  taken  a carp  weighing  61b.  12oz. 
fro  its  a private  water  which  gave  him  twenty  minutes’ 
exciting  play,  as  he  was  using  the  very  finest  tackle. 
Several  of  our  members  indulged  in  sea  fishing,  and  some 
remarkable  catches  of  codling,  flounders,  bass,  and 
congers  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  Waller, 
Mason,  Cox,  and  Roberts  in  the  estuaries  of  the  Mersey 
and  the  Dee. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  Bast  Bud  Angling  Association. — 
The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Monday  last : there  was  a very  fair  attendance,  and 
along  with  other  business,  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  match  on  Sept.  30  ; members  to  travel  by  the  8.35 
a.m,  train ; captain,  Mr.  T.  C.  Segar.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday,  Oct.  1, 
when  the  balance-sheet  will  be  read. — James  Reynolds 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  Ball’s 
Pond-road.— We  fish  off  the  remaining  prizes  on 
Sept.  30  (go  where  you  please),  and  weigh-in  at  10  o’clock 
at  the  clubhouse.  We  made  two  new  members  during 
the  evening.  I wish  to  remind  those  members  who  have 
not  yet  paid  in  their  promised  season  prizes  that  I shall 
only  be  too  glad  to  give  them  a receipt  for  the  same  on 
Tuesday  next. — Jno.  Comber. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road. — A large  number  of  members  attended  and 
arranged  to  fish  a grand  competition  at  Ringwood  on 
Oct.  4.  All  to  go  by  the  5.50  a.m.  from  Waterloo  to 
Ringwood.  Fish  from  bank  only,  no  boats  or  pro- 
fessional assistance  permitted  ; one  rod  only  at  a time  ; 
commence  not  earlier  than  10  a.m.,  cease  at  4.30  p.m. 
Members  taking  part  must  notify  undersigned,  or 
tickets  will  not  be  obtained  for  them.— A.  E.  Bald- 
win, sec.,  199,  Southampton-street,  Camberwell 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — Several  members  out  on  the  23rd 
were  too  late  to  weigh-in,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  W. 
Stretch  who  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Will 
members  please  attend  more  regularly,  and  oblige. — 
Greg. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
Bow,  E.  At  Waltham,  on  Sept.  23,  none  of  the  prizes 
were  taken,  so  we  have  decided  to  fish  for  them  on 
Sept.  30,  at  Dagenham  Gulf  (roving).  Meet  at  Old  Ford 
Station  (N.L.R.j  at  8.30  a.m.— J.  H.  Holden. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green-road. — An  outing1 
will  take  place  on  Sept.  30  from  Harlow  to  Sa.wbridgo- 
worth,  pegged-down,  for  seven  prizes  ; jack  and  perch  ; 
anglers  to  roam.  On  Oct.  8 the  members  of  the  Hearts 
of  Oak  will  honour  us  by  paying  us  a complimentary 
visit.  Mr.  J.  Davis,  host  of  Ye  Old  Crown,  Brick-lane, 
will  take  the  chair.— E.  Brockett. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  Kent-road.— Our  competition  will  be  a 
roving  one  on  Sept.  30.  Our  books  were  audited, 
showing  a very  satisfactory  balance  on  the  right  side 
Mr.  Freidel  was  proposed  as  a working  member.— T.  H 
Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur 
Gol bourne- road,  North  Kensington.— On  Wednesday  we 
Lad  a very  large  meeting,  when  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr. 
Pope  were  elected  members.  Wednesday  next  will  be 
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quarterly  night,  when  I hope  all  will  attend  for  most 
important  business. — J.  Harris. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Chnroh-street,  Edgware-road.— On  Sept.  23,  Mr. 
Whitford  weighod-in  101b.  of  fine  roach,  the  largest 
being  lib.  5oz.,  and  Mr.  Gibson,  roach  and  dace.  On 
Monday  our  delegates  gave  us  a very  interesting 
report.  Monday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  our 
first  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place. — Wm.  Bowyer. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-stroet,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.  (near  the 
Dun  Cow). — A crowded  and  appreciative  audience  is 
anticipated  hero  on  Tuesday  next,  2nd  prox.,  when, 
under  tho  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  (chairman 
of  tho  New  Albion  Piscatorials),  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (Old 
Izaak),  will  road  his  paper,  “ Fish  Life  in  the  Planet 
Mars,”  profusely  illustrated  by  diagrams.  The  musical 
arrangements  include  sevoral  novelties,  and  a hearty 
reception  awaits  all  who  may  favour  us  with  a visit  on 
that  occasion.  The  entertainment  commences  at  eight 
o’clook.  Our  monthly  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  30, 
at  Pulborough ; all  to  start  from  London  Bridge, 
South  Bermondsey,  and  Peckham  Rye,  for  four  prizes.  I 
am  very  sorry  to  say  wo  had  a blank  on  the  23rd.— 
F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society.— Most  of 
our  members  fished  for  the  third  club  prize  in  the 
Langley  Pound,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Briggs.  J. 
Rickwood  also  took  a few  bream.  Mr.  Lovett,  fishing 
at  Amberley,  took  some  fine  roach  and  bream  (largest 
roach  1 Jib.).  Monday  next  will  be  quarter  night. — R.  G. 
Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  — On  the  23rd  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in,  viz. : Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Hughes, 
jun.,  Pain,  sen.,  and  Gibbons.  On  the  26th  inst.  Mr. 
Harris  was  proposed  as  a working  member,  and  will  be 
balloted  for  next  meeting  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  J ohn’s  Angling  Society. — A special  general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next.  Every  member 
is  requested  to  attend  as  some  most  important  changes 
in  the  list  of  officers  is  about  to  take  place.  We  have 
also  six  new  working  members  to  elect. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Luke’s  Angling  Society,  White  Bear, 
King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s.— On  Sept.  23 
Mr.  G.  Johns  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  bream  (largest 
bream  31b.  14oz.)  ; Mr.  Knowlson,  roach;  Mr.  Edgall, 
perch  ; and  Mr.  Connolly,  dace.  On  Sept.  30  we  have  a 
roving  match  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow  for  three 
prizes  ; start  from  Liverpool-street  by  7.57.  Oct.  2 will 
be  quarterly  night,  when  auditors,  &c.,  will  be  elected. 
— G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.— At  Amberley,  on  the  23rd, 
Mr.  G.  Ballinger  was  first,  winning  the  cup  and  a club 
money  prize  ; Mr.  T.  Stevens,  second  ; Mr.  W.  Stone, 
third  ; and  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright,  fourth.  The  two  prizes 
left  over  will  be  fished  for  on  the  30th  ; same  place  and 
conditions.  On  Oct.  9 the  next  S.  L.  U.  visit  will  be 
paid  to  this  club,  when  I trust  the  members  and  friends 
will  give  us  a bumper. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Our  next  outing  has  been  fixed 
for  Oct.  7,  and  to  take  place  at  Shepperton ; members 
can  go  down  on  Saturday.  The  committee  will  meet  on 
Wednesday  next  at  7.30,  before  general  meeting,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a good  muster  to  arrange  report  for  our  half 
yearly  balance-sheet.  Subscriptions  are  now  due,  and 
the  books  must  be  cleared. — J.  G.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  72,  Grafton-street. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  23 : Mr.  Aldis,  jack,  61b.  3oz.  ; Lambert,  barbel 
and  chub,  111b.  4R>z.  (largest,  31b.  2Joz.) ; Griffiths, 
barbel,  roach,  and  chub,  211b.  2joz.  (largest  barbel, 
41b.  6oz.) ; J.  Wright,  bream,  61b.  5J  oz. ; North,  bream 
and  roach,  31b.  15Joz.  ; Holmes,  bream  and  roach, 
121b.  6foz.  ; and  Petrie,  roach.  Our  visit  has  been 
postponed  until  Mbnday,  Oct.  15.  Please  note  that 
Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night.  — C.  B. 
Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Several  members  had  fish 
on  Sept.  23,  hut  did  not  weigh-in.  A committee  meet- 
ing will  be  held  next  Tuesday,  at  9 p.m.,  to  arrange 
prizes  for  next  outing,  which  will  be  to  Harlow  on 
Oet.  13  (usual  conditions). — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  Sept.  23, 
in  the  matcti  for  two  prizes,  only  Mr.  Giddy  was  suc- 
cessful. The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  above  society 
will  take  place  on  Friday,  and  I hope  to  have  a good 
muster. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. — The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Second  Surrey,  Spread 
Eagle,  Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  9. 
As  this  society  is  always  well  represented  at  every  visit 
on  the  list,  and  their  genial  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Wright, 
being  vice-president  of  the  list,  I trust  every  society  on 
the  list  will  bo  represented.  Another  society  has  applied 
for  enrolment,  viz.,  the  Dulwich  Waltonians. — Alf. 
Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  the  23rd  : Mr.  Chamberlain,  dace  ; Mr.  Morgan,  roach 
and  dace;  Mr.  Jolly,  bream;  Mr.  Coombs,  rudd  ; Mr. 
Woodford,  roach.  Other  members  were  out,  but  arrived 
too  late  to  weigh-in. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorn- 
road,  Hammersmith.  — On  the  23rd  Mr.  Carpenter 
weighod-in  a nice  roach,  lib.  12Joz. ; Messrs.  Hare, 
Witten,  and  T.  C.  Gerrard,  shows  of  roaoh.  On  the  30th 
we  fish  a match  for  club  prizes  at  King’s  Langloy.  On 


[September  25),  1894 

Oct.  9 special  meeting  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
altering  standard  of  fish. — H.  Reaves. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
doniau-road,  N. — Only  one  prize  was  taken  in  the  match 
at.  Harlow.  We  adjourned  in  tho  evening  to  Mr. 
Millor’s.  Our  inaugural  supper  was  held  at  74,  High 
Holborn,  which  was  a great  success.  Honorary 
members  were  invited. — T.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers  (Deptford). — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  Sept.  23  with  the  following 
result : Messrs.  J.  Payne,  roach  ; C.  Wilderspin,  bream  ; 
J.  Steer,  roach  and  bream  ; H.  Tyler,  roach  ; W.  Tyler, 
roach ; H.  Collings,  gudgeon.  On  the  20th  Messrs. 
Penton  and  Treame  weighed-in  roach.  The  members 
of  the  above  have  voted  10s.  6d.  towards  the  Walton 
fund. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 

Vauxhall  Cross. — On  the  23rd  the  following  weighed- 
in  : Mr.  A.  Pain,  roach,  dace,  perch;  Mr.  Betts, 

roach,  dace ; Mr.  Birch,  roach  and  dace.  Several 
others  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Our  usual 
weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with 
a fair  attendance,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair. 
Members  requiring  tickets  for  the  Benevolent  match  at 
Windsor  apply  to  the  secretary  Tuesday  evenings. — 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea. — At  onr  last 
meeting  it  was  resolved  to  give  10s.  Cd.  to  the  Preserva- 
tion Fund.  On  Sept.  23  some  fine  roach  graced  our  trays. 
Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  some 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward. — E. 
SUTEHALL. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms, 
Arl ington-street,  New  North-road.— We  fished  a match 
at  Broxbourne  on  Sept.  23,  but  only  one  prize  was  taken, 
viz.,  Mr.  Harden,  jun.,  with  jack;  other  members 
weighed-in  from  other  waters— Mr.  Ren,  roach  ; Mr. 
Sullivan,  roach  ; Mr.  Mercer,  roach  and  dace. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Sept.  23,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  : Mr. 
Marston,  perch  ; Mr.  H.  Kenny,  perch  ; Mr.  Newton, 
perch  ; Mr.  Maxted,  dace;  Mr.  H.  Mills,  dace.  I hope 
our  members  will  not  forget  our  match  on  Sept.  30  at 
Burnt  Mill  for  five  prizes,  from  Burnt  Mill  Lock  to 
Harlow  Lock  ; all  to  go  down  on  the  morning  ; leave 
Stratford  at  7.39  a.m. — R.  Lowther. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — A few  members  were 
out  this  week  but  only  three  weighed-in  as  under : 
Messrs.  R.  Dipple,  roach  ; J.  Hicks,  bream  ; W.  E. 
Mathews,  roach  and  bream,  51b.  7foz.,  the  remainder 
drew  blanks. — P.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde 

Three  Colts,  Old  Ford-road.- — A few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Sept.  23,  Mr.  Seigenberg  having  a nice 
show  of  roach  weighing  41b.  13oz..  also  a nice  jack  ; Mr 
Hirst,  roach,  21b.  lloz.  ; Mr.  J.  Toye,  roach,  21b.  5Joz. 
I hope  all  members  will  try  and  attend  on  Thursday 
next  as  there  is  a lot  of  business  to  be  done. — C.  Toye. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  took  place  in 
the  society’s  offices,  No.  12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall, 
on  Tuesday  evening  last.  In  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  the  chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen,  deputy-chairman.  After  the 
confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  the 
financial  statement  was  read  over,  which  showed  a 
balance  of  .£74  2s.  8d.  at  the  bank.  A letter  was  read 
from  the  Conservators  in  reference  to  an  application 
from  one  of  the  fishermen  to  be  appointed  an  assistant 
river  keeper  and  asking  their  opinion  thereon.  The 
financial  statement  of  the  summer  river  trip  was  pro- 
duced, the  receipts  having  been  equal  to  the  expen- 
diture, and  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Alfred  Burgoine, 
out  of  the  amount  which  was  paid  for  the  hire 
of  the  launch  had  returned  the  sum  of  two  guineas  as  a 
donation  to  the  society,  and  in  addition  to  this  the  com- 
mittee had  been  able  to  secure  two  new  members.  The 
committee  wished  it  to  be  understood  these  trips  were 
on  their  own  responsibility  and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  funds  of  the  society.  A complaint  from  assistant 
river-keeper  George  Rosewell  was  read  over  of  a charge 
of  using  a small  well  net  and  catching  some  few  small 
fry,  and  as  it  had  been  proved  it  had  been  done  entirely 
from  ignorance,  and  the  angler  had  expressed  his  regret 
thereon,  no  action  had  been  taken.  It  was  reported  that 
four  summonses  had  been  issued  for  illegal  fishing  in  the 
Thames,  that  of  trailing,  and  they  were  returnable  on 
Monday  next  at  the  Town  Hall,  Staines.  A letter  was 
read  from  Mr.  F.  H.  Lemann,  thanking  the  committee 
for  electing  him  as  a honorary  life  member  of 
the  society,  and  one  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore 
on  his  appointment  on  the  committee  as  the 
representative  of  the  Central  Association,  expressive  of  a 
desire  on  his  part  to  assist  the  sooiety  in  that  oapaoity, 
and  thanking  tho  committee  for  his  election.  The 
secretary  reported,  in  view  of  the  approaching  period 
when  tho  river  required  extra  protection,  he  had  made 
all  the  necessary  arrangements,  and,  in  addition,  the 
polioo  at  Twickenham  had  promised  him  to  give  every 
assistance  they  possibly  could.  They  following  gentle- 
men were  olocted  as  new  members  of  the  sooiety  : — Major 
Terry,  Mr.  F.  Horsey,  Mr.  H.  Wood,  and  Mr,  W. 
Gomm.  A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated 
tho  business  on  tho  agenda. 
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CONCERNING  IZAAX  WALTON. 

Izaak  Walton  is  the  patron  saint  of  all  fishermen, 
and  the  man  who  gave  fishing  literature  its  first  start  in 
the  world  ; his  main  line  of  thought  being  the  fish  line, 
if  it  did  take  all  summer.  He  was  a unique  charac- 
ter even  to  the  spelling  of  his  name,  which  he  changed 
when  a boy,  or  he  never  would  have  risen  above 
mediocrity,  he  argned.  In  doing  the  circular  work  on 
the  grindstone  in  the  shed  while  his  father  got  up  and 
sat  down  on  the  axe,  he  used  to  advance  the  theory  that 
with  proper  bait  the  fish  in  the  creek  would  bite  at  a 
hook,  his  father  taking  the  opposite  side  of  the  question 
with  great  zeal  and  logic  ; and  soon  the  youth  began  to 
attend  school  with  great  regularity  whenever  there  was 
any  school  of  fish  in  the  creek  to  attend.  He  was  seldom 
absent  or  tardy. 

He  became  a great  angler,  and  while  he  was  humane 
to  children,  in  his  philosophy  he  nevertheless  main- 
tained that  fish  should  be  brought  up  by  the  rod  no 
matter  how  they  kick  against  it.  He  was  the  first 
scientific  fisherman,  and  it  was  he  who  discovered  that 
spitting  on  the  bait  is  one  of  the  main  things  to  success  ; 
and  was  the  first  living  exponent  of  that  other  pisca- 
torial virtue,  patience,  and  could  wait,  and  cheerfully 
too,  longer  for  a nibble  than  any. 

There  was  no  more  entertaining  story-teller  around 
the  corner  grocery  of  evenings  than  Ike,  and  he  could 
hold  his  hearers  spellbound  by  his  account  of  the  day’s 
fishing,  his  stories  being  often  of  the  longest  kind,  as 
sometimes  were  the  fish.  There  was  nothing  small 
about  Izaak.  If  he  came  in  with  a trout  weighing  21b. 
he  never  went  around  telling  everybody  he  met  that  it 
weighed  ljlb.  He  always  maintained  that  fish  was  great 
brain  food,  and  therefore  stimulating  to  the  imagina- 
tion. By  long  and  exasperating  experience  he  could 
tell  to  an  ounce  just  the  weight  of  any  great  corn-fed 
fish  that  happened  to  get  away  by  the  breaking  of  a new 
strong  linen  line  or  the  snapping  of  a heavy  hook. 

He  is  considered  the  father  of  most  of  the  fish  stories 
still  extant  and  growing  more  extanter,  and  he  is  justly 
considered  to  be  the  first  fish  historian.  He  never  had 
the  heart  to  speak  disparagingly  of  the  smallest  fish  he 
caught ; he  had  more  respect  for  them,  and  would  not 
take  advantage  of  them  and  belittle  them  ; and  there  are 
still  many  true  anglers  like  him  in  regard  to  that. 

If  he  happened  to  come  back  after  a day’s  fishing  with 
a creel  full  of  beauties,  he  never  kept  them  covered  up 
and  refused  to  allow  anybody  the  privilege  of  looking 
therein,  but  most  generously  permitted  them  to  inspect 
the  catch  and  envy  him  his  good  luck.  If  asked  where 
he  had  caught  them,  like  a true  fisherman,  he  always 
politely  answered,  “ Over  yander,”  and  his  questioners 
knew  that  was  about  as  close  as  they  could  get  to  the 
spot  and  seemed  satisfied.  If  he  came  home  without  a 
single  fish,  because  the  turtles  had  run  off  with  the 
string  full  of  the  biggest  fish  he  ever  caught,  he  didn’t 
lie  about  it  by  saying  that  he  hadn’t  caught  any.  He 
told  the  truth,  and  if  he  had  not  caught  a chub  he 
showed  them  conclusively  that  the  wind  was  just  a mite 
too  much  south-east  by  north-east,  or  west-south  by 
north-south,  as  the  case  might  have  been,  or  that  the 
worms  had  been  digged  out  of  the  south  side  of  the  barn 
instead  of  the  other  side,  where  the  moon  hadn’t  been 
shining  of  late,  and  the  twins  in  the  celestial  constella- 
lations  were  in  apogee  and  playing  smash  with  each 
other.  You  see  he  was  a philosopher  and  could  readily 
explain  anything  without  referring  to  a book. 

If  he  chanced  to  catch  an  extraordinarily  huge  salmon 
which  none  of  the  villagers  got  an  opportunity  to  see, 
and  they  would  express  a doubt  about  it,  Ike  would  tell 
them  he  could  take  them  right  down  and  show  them 
the  very  identical  hole  where  it  came  out,  and  that  of 
course  would  settle  all  questions,  for  the  hole  was  still 
there. 

He  was  the  ideal  fisherman.  If  he  did  not  pull  up  a 
fish,  a tin  can,  hoopskirt,  or  an  old  boot,  he  would  bring 
out  some  sentence  of  logic  that  you  would  hardly  think 
lay  on  the  bottom  of  the  creek  for  the  crawfish  or  the 
tadpoles  to  crawl  under  and  get  out  of  the  sun.  His 
“ Compleat  Angler  ” is  very  catching,  and  shows  just 
how  a fisherman  can  improve  his  time  to  advantage  when 
he  is  not  getting  bites.  You  should  take  it  along  and 
read  it  between  bites. 

Izaak  is  the  author  of  the  following  rare,  ripe  old  saws 
with  the  teeth  on  : 

“Never  count  your  fish  till  they  are  on  the  string.” 

“A  fish  in  the  hand  is  worth  six  in  the  stream.” 

“ If  you  get  a mosquito  bite,  jerk.” 

“ A fish  is  like  your  boy  ; if  you  give  him  too  much 
line  he  will  wear  himself  out.” 

“ Don’t  jerk  hard  enough  to  land  your  fish  over  in  the 
next  county.” 

“ It  is  plumb  serious  work  to  play  a big  fish.” 

“ Put  no  suckers  on  unless  the  string  is  small.” 

“ When  you  are  not  fishing  mend  your  nets.” 

“When  you’re  fishing  with  a fly  in  it,  be  particular  of 
the  kind  of  fly.” 

“ Don’t  brag  of  your  catch  unless  no  one  brags  for 
you.” 

“ If  your  neighbour  has  plenty  of  nibbles  and  you 
none,  borrow  some.” 

“‘You  don’t  get  a chance  to  pull  my  leg,’  said  the 
chary  bass.” 

“ No  fish,  no  trouble  of  cleaning.” 

“ You  can’t  spoon  for  a bass  and  a girl  at  the  same 
time.” 

A.  W.  Bellaw,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


John  T.  Sullivan,  while  trolling  for  salmon  atSanta 
Crnz,  recently  hooked  on  a light  line  and  a ten-ounce 
steel  rod,  a 501b.  sea  bass.  The  fish  measured  5ljin. 
in  length,  and  lljin.  in  depth. 


THE  PREHISTORIC  ANGLER. 

I love  to  sit  and  ponder 
On  the  prehistoric  days, 

Of  prehistoric  anglers 
And  their  prehistoric  ways  ; 

’Mid  much  that  is  conjecture, 

Though  ’tis  hard  the  truth  to  find, 

I’m  perfectly  convinced 
In  my  individual  mind, 

When  prehistoric  fishes 
Smashed  his  prehistoric  gear, 

The  prehistoric  angler 
Said  a prehistoric  swear — 

Perhaps  my  last  initial 
Was  the  prehistoric  swear. 

I love  to  try  and  picture 
What  his  prehistoric  boat. 

His  prehistoric  tackle, 

And  his  prehistoric  float 
Were  like  ; and  though  the  creatures — 

If  it’s  not  a silly  tale — 

Were  fashioned  in  those  ages 
On  a most  gigantic  scale, 

When  broken  by  a monster, 

Be  it  ne’er  so  huge  and  great, 

I’m  sure  that  old-time  angler 
Stuck  a trifle  on  its  weight — 

Of  course  I mean  by  trifle, 

Say,  a ton  or  hundredweight. 

What  though  they  lived  in  hovels 
In  that  wild,  uncultured  age, 

And  had  no  pegged-down  matches. 

And  they  never  scanned  the  page 
Of  papers  writ  for  anglers, 

And  there  were  no  cosy  pubs — 

Hotels  perhaps  sounds  nicer — 

And  no  sporting  fishing  clubs, 

You  might  have  seen  those  anglers. 

When  the  moon  was  on  the  rise, 

Clad  in  their  skins  and  war  paint 
Swapping  prehistoric  lies — 

Yes,  telling  angling  stories, 

But  a synonym  for  lies. 

And  if  you  ask  the  reason 
Why  I do  not  hesitate 
To  make  these  bold  assertions 
Of  an  age  so  out  of  date, 

Is  there  a modern  angler 
Who  has  not  these  subtle  traits  ? 

And  prehistoric  anglers 
Must  have  had  these  little  ways— 

They  wouldn’t  have  been  anglers. 

If  they’d  not  these  little  ways. 

C.  G.  D. 


Early  one  August  a party  of  Cape  Flattery  or  Makaw 
Indians,  returning  from  a visit  to  their  friends  (the 
Songish  of  Victoria),  encamped  the  first  afternoon  out 
on  the  Beautiful  Bay  of  Metchosen,  Vancouver  Island. 
The  weather  being  very  fine,  most  of  the  party  went 
bathing,  and  among  the  number  a maiden  of  perhaps 
eighteen  summers,  who  had  accompanied  her  grand- 
father on  the  trip.  Desiring  seclusion,  she  went  round 
a point  away  from  the  other  bathers,  and  being  known 
as  a bold  swimmer,  is  supposed  to  have  taken  a header 
into  deep  water.  However  taken,  it  proved  to  have 
been  a plunge  into  the  arms  of  death,  for  when  the 
swimmers  reassembled  round  the  camp  fire  the  girl  was 
missed,  and,  notwithstanding  a diligent  search  that 
evening,  could  not  be  found.  The  following  morning, 
with  sad  hearts,  the  party  left;  but  very  soon  those  in 
the  foremost  canoe,  on  rounding  the  first  point,  saw  (the 
water  being  clear)  a human  body  as  if  seated  on  the 
sandy  sea  bottom,  with  what  seemed  like  a flour  bag 
immediately  behind  it.  The  natives  knew  what  this 
meant.  As  soon  as  the  canoes  got  together  two  of  the 
most  active  young  men  managed  with  daggers  so  to 
disable  the  monster  (for  it  was  a gigantic  devil  fish), 
that  the  octopus  with  its  victim  was  brought  to  the 
surface.  The  foregoing  facts  have  been  communicated 
to  our  informant  by  an  intelligent  and  respectable  half- 
bred  woman  from  Metchosen,  who  saw  the  body  of  the 
drowned  girl  with  some  of  his  prehensiles  of  the  mollusc 
still  adhering  to  it.  She  compared  the  head  of  the 
octopus  in  size  to  that  of  a 501b.  flour  sack  full ; said 
the  tentacles  were  twelve  in  number,  of  different  sizes, 
and  the  largest  about  the  circumference  of  a man’s  arm. 

Fishing  Competition. — A fishing  competition  will 
take  place  at  the  private  water  of  the  Pike  and  Anchor, 
Ponders  End,  on  Sept.  30.  In  the  event  of  the  list  of 
entries  exceeding  the  expected  number  the  fishing  will 
be  extended  from  the  Pike  and  Anchor  to  the  Varnish 
Factory,  on  the  River  Lea.  The  competition  will 
be  open  to  gentlemen  irrespective  of  club  member- 
ship. Mr.  Green,  the  proprietor,  by  whom  the  prizes 
are  kindly  offered,  will  make  the  awards  for  th  e highest 
gross  weights  of  all  kinds  sizeable  according  to  club 
rules.  Fishing  will  be  from  9 a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Competi- 
tors to  sign  previous  to  starting.  No  entrance  fee.  1 


The  Prettiest  Woman  in  London  is  said  to  be  Miss  Clara  D— , 
a young  lady  belonging  to  a very  old  English  family.  She  is  shortly 
to  appear — so  rumour  declares — at  a West-end  theatre  in  a new 
comedy  by  one  of  our  leading  dramatists.  She  is  very  wealthy, 
and  her  only  reason  for  going  on  the  stage  iB  that  she  is  reluctant 
to  keep  hidden  away  any  longer  her  genius  and  beauty.  These 
gifts  of  nature  were  meant  for  mankind,  and  it  would  be  selfish  to 
conceal  thorn.  Actuated  by  a similar  motive,  George  Henry  Camp 
writes  to  say  that  he  has  been  cured  of  his  rheumatism  by  Hollo- 
way's Ointment;  while  by  the  use  of  Holloway's  Pills  he  keeps, 
himself  healthy  in  mind  and  body. 


Jingling  Jfbefures. 

September  30.  — — 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Competition  at  Windsor. 
Battersea  Friendly:  Match  at  Windsor. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  : Competition  at  Amberley. 
Blackfriars  : Match  at  Yalding. 

Bomore  : Match  at  West  Drayton. 

Brothers  Well  Met : Match. 

Campbell  United  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Central  Finsbury  : Match  at  the  Welsh  Harp. 
Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Copenhagen  : Match  at  Caversham. 

Havelock  : Roving  competition. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Islington  Brothers  : Outing  to  Cookham. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Ware. 

Oak  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Open  Competition  at  Waltham  Abbey. 

Park  : Roving  match. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Roving  competition. 

St.  Luke’s  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Sandial : Outing  to  King’s  Langley. 

West  Ham  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

October  1. 

Anglers’  Association  : Committee  meeting. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Visit. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Distribution  of  prizes. 

October  2. 

Eustonians  : Visit. 

Rodney  : Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

October  3. 

Brompton  : Concert. 

Brothers  Well  Met : Medal  competition. 

October  6. 

British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  : Outing  to  Deal. 
Lychnobite  : Match  at  Langford. 


Oct.  7. — Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Woking. 

,,  7. — Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Datchet. 

,,  7. — Canning  Town:  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

,,  7. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Match  at  Ware. 

,,  7. — Dalston  : Prize  outing. 

,,  7. — Good  Intent : Match  at  Fittleworth. 

,,  7. — Independent  Brothers  : Match  at  Richmond. 

,,  7. — Serapis  : Outing  to  Shepperton. 

,,  7. — U nited  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

,,  9. — Golden  Barbel : Outing  on  the  Thames. 

,,  9. — Second  Surrey  : Visit. 

,,  10. — Izaak  Walton  : Match. 

,,  11. — Eagle:  Supper  and  concert. 

,,  11. — Grange:  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  11. — Walworth  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  13. — Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Harlow. 

,,  14. — Allason  United  : Match  at  Richmond. 

,,  14. — Bostonians  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  14. — Camden  : Outing  to  Harefield. 

,,  14. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Match  at  Shiplake, 

,,  14. — Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 

,,  17. — Enterprise  Rovers  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  28. — Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition  at  Windsor. 


pollings  bg  tfye  pag. 

At  Messrs.  Farlows  establishment,  191,  Strand,  may 
now  be  seen  the  brace  of  splendid  trout  taken  by  Mr. 
J.  Thurlow.  They  have  been  handsomely  set  up  by 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of  Ridnor-street,  St.  Luke’s, 
and  not  as  stated  last  week  by  Cooper,  of  Holborn. 

The  Special  Anglers’  train  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Eldridge’s  Pulborough  and  Amberley  Excursions  will 
leave  London  Bridge  during  the  month  of  October  as 
under  : London  Bridge  at  8.0  a.m.  ; South  Bermondsey 
at  8.3  ; Peckham  Rye  at  8.8 ; and  East  Dulwich  at  8.10. 
#*####* 

I am  credibly  informed  that  some  really  good  takes  of 
bream  and  other  coarse  fish  have  recently  been  taken 
on  the  Great  Ouse,  Ancholme,  Trent,  Witham,  and 
other  waters  by  the  use  of  Ford’s  Perfection  Ground- 
bait,  supplied  from  the  Manor  Fishing,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire. 

##**##* 

It  is  proposed  that  the  opening  of  the  sea  angling 
season  shall  be  celebrated  by  making  up  a party  of 
vice-presidents  and  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society,  to  fish  off  Deal  on  Saturday,  Oct.  G.  Members 
will  kindly  at  once  notify  the  hon.  secretary,  6G,  Hay- 
market,  in  order  to  secure  coupons  for  privilege  tickets 
on  the  South  Eastern  or  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railways,  which  will  be  available  for  either  Friday  or 
Saturday,  returning  by  any  train  up  to  the  following 
Monday  evening. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  composition  and  quality  of 
daily  samples  of  the  water  supplied  to  London  during 
August  affords,  as  usual,  a text  for  descanting  on  the 
weather  from  the  angler’s  point  of  view.  The  report  for 
July  gave  promise  of  rivers  in  autumn  just  sufficiently 
full  of  water,  and  of  the  tint  known  as  “ snuff-and-sage  ” 
colour.  When  we  learn,  however,  that  during  August 
the  rainfall  has  shown  an  excess  of  nearly  a quarter 
of  an  inch  over  the  twenty-five  years’  average  ; that  the 
excess  over  the  average  for  the  months  of  June,  July, 
and  August  amounts  to  l-71in.  ; and  considering  further 
that  September  has  so  far  probably  maintained  the  same 
high  standard  of  moisture,  we  learn  that  the  hopes  of 
anglers  have  in  many  instances  been  damped  in  two 
senses,  and  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  that  many 
southern  streams  are  just  now  too  high  and  coloured  for 
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successful  sport.  Of  course,  this  news  will  bo  regarded 
aH  an  unsolvable  problem,  firstly  by  those  non-angling 
roadors  who  aro  always  ready  to  air  their  opinion  that 
“ rain  makes  the  fish  bite”  ; and  next  by  those  would-be 
wits  who  choose  to  regard  all  anglers  as  more  or  less 
amphibious  (the  aeeont  on  the  /it).  Certainly  of  anglers, 
above  all  other  men,  it  may  be  said  that  thoy  “ never  are, 
but  always  lo  be  blest.” 

******* 

A Dio  buy  sportsman,  while  on  a fowling  expedition 
rooontly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Johnston  (a  villago 
a fow  miles  from  Derry)  eHpied  a monster  eol  in  one  of 
tho  rivulets  which  ran  through  the  slob  at  low  tide. 
Having  no  implements  at  hand  for  tho  capture  of  such 
a lively  wauderor.  tho  gentlemen  levelled  his  gun  and 
tried  tho  offocts  of  a charge  of  duck  shot.  Tho  result 
was  that  he  succeeded  in  so  soveroly  wounding  the  eel 
that  ho  was  able  to  capture  it  whon  it  got  into  shallower 
stream.  Whon  taken  out  of  the  water  the  fish  weighed 
13£lb.,  and  measured  4ft.  (iin. 

******* 

At  Mr.  T.  Crumplon’s  reading  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Oct.  2,  before  the  members  and  friends  of  tho  Rodney 
Pisoatorials,  the  chair  will  bo  taken  by  Mr.  Grimmott, 
the  well-known  and  much  respected  chairman  of  the 
Now  Albion  Piscatorial  Society.  Tho  subject  of  Mr. 
Crumplen’s  lecture  will  be  ‘‘  Fish  Life  in  the  Planet 
Mars,”  illustrated  with  diagrams.  On  the  following 
evening  (Wednesday,  Oct.  3)  a concert  in  aid  of  the 
General  Preservation  Fund  will  be  held  at  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Brompton  Angling  Socioty,  the  D’Oyley 
Arms,  Marlborough-road,  Chelsea.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  “ Dragnet.”  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  commence  early.  Judging  from 
the  elaborate  programme  with  which  I have  been 
favoured  by  Mr.  Specimen  Roach  some  “ talent  ” will  be 
present.  Therefore  it  is  hoped  that  the  box  may  be  as 
full  as  the  room. 

******* 

At  the  Mansfield  Police  Court  recently,  three  men 
who  worked  at  the  Warsop  colliery  visited  the  River 
Meden  for  the  purpose  of  “taking”  trout.  They  took 
several,  but  they  afforded  very  little  sport,  being  taken 
dead,  and  floating  on  the  top  of  the  water.  The  bait 
used  was  dynamite,  and  the  cost  of  the  outing  was  .£2 
each  sportsman  ; in  default,  one  month’s  imprisonment. 
Well  done,  Nottingham  ! 

*****  * * 

Good  news  come  from  the  Maidstone  Angling  Society. 
It  appears  that  the  members  are  now  stocking  the 
Medway  with  consignments  of  rudd  ; and  hope  shortly 
to  turn  in  a quantity  of  tench.  The  hon.  sec.  of  this 
society  (Mr.  W.  Skinner)  asks  that  if  any  are  caught 
they  may,  for  a time,  be  returned  to  the  water.  Every 
true  sportsman  will  gladly  do  so. 

******* 

Colonel  H.  G.  Prout,  in  his  article  on  English 
Railway  Travel,  which  appears  in  the  October  Scribner, 
shows  that  the  English  are  far  superior  to  American 
railways  in  point  of  safety.  He  says  : “In  six  recent 
years  the  railroads  of  the  United  States  killed  sixteen 
times  as  many  passengers  as  those  of  the  United  King- 
dom in  proportion  to  the  number  carried,”  but  the 
journey  of  each  passenger  was  longer  in  the  United 
States. 

******* 

On  Saturday  afternoon  last  the  members  of  the  Rother 
Angling  Society  fished  a match  in  Sir  George  Stilwell’s 
large  lake  in  Renisham  Park.  In  response  to  a vote  of 
thanks  for  allowing  them  to  fish  the  lake  Sir  George 
said  he  was  glad  the  members  had  enjoyed  themselves, 
and  only  regretted  that  owing  partly  to  the  wind  and 
weather  being  unfavourable,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that 
Lady  Ida  had  been  able  to  spend  several  weeks  of  the 
summer  upon  the  lake  they  had  not  been  so  lucky  as  in 
the  previous  year.  Lady  Ida,  though  not  a member  of 
the  club,  had  been  successful  in  persuading  a very  large 
number  of  fish  to  pay  a visit  to  dry  land,  but  he  doubted 
whether  this  success  should  be  attributed  so  much  to 
skill  on  the  part  of  the  angler  as  to  gallantry  on  the 
part  of  the  fish.  He  was  not  himself  a follower  of 
Izaak  Walton,  but  he  hoped  some  day,  when  an  Eight 
Hours  Bill  for  members  of  Parliament  had  been  passed 
to  be  able  to  find  time  to  cultivate  social  relations  with 
his  angling  tenants. 

*****  * * 
However,  in  common  with  all  who  had  any  connection 
with  political  life,  he  felt  a great  deal  of  sympathy  with 
the  pursuit,  and  had  watched  with  interest  and  amuse- 
ment unprincipled  politicians  on  both  sides  who  were 
usually  engaged  much  as  the  Rother  Angling  Club  had 
been  engaged  that  afternoon.  Sometimes  the  bait  that 
was  thrown  consisted  of  “ three  acres  and  a cow,”  some- 
times of  a free  breakfast  table,  or  the  total  abolition  of 
the  income-t^x.  The  British  elector,  untaught  by 
experience,  usually  rushed  at  it  with  shut  eyes  and  an 
open  mouth,  but  all  he  got  was  a taste  of  the  hook  and 
the  feeling  that  he  was  being  landed  high  and  dry,  and 
was  about  to  figure  at  somebody  else’s  free  breakfast 
table  in  a different  sense  to  that  which  he  had  expected. 
• *•*••• 

The  object  of  dry-fly  fishing  (says  Sir  Edward  Grey, 
in  a charming  article  on  Dry-Fly  Fishing  in  the  New 
Review)  is  to  present  to  one  fish,  seen  or  known  to  be 
rising,  the  most  attractive  opportunity  of  taking  an 
artificial  fly.  To  make  this  opportunity  attractive,  the 
fly  must  sit  upright  in  tho  water,  and  must  float  in  a 
natural  manner  right  over  tho  head  of  the  fish.  A 
rising  fish  will,  as  a rule  (there  aro  somo  maddening 
exceptions),  keep  in  the  same  place  in  tho  stream,  only 
a very  fow  inches  below  tho  surface.  If  the  place  is  a 
convenient  one,  it  will,  therefore,  be  preferable  to  float 
the  fly  almost  into  his  mouth  in  Huoh  a way  that  the 


gut  shall  hardly  bo  visible;  but  there  are  so  many  flies 
coming  over  the  head  of  each  fish  in  a natural  and 
lively  manner  that  you  must  not  expect  your  own  fly 
to  bo  taken  if  it  merely  looks  like  a dead  or  half- 
drowned  insect  ; it  must  float  perfectly  in  tho  right 
place,  and,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  is  desirable  that 
this  should  happen  at  the  first  attempt  to  present  the 
fly  to  the  fish.  When  this  is  done  successfully,  you 
have  a right  to  hope  that  a feeding  fish  in  good  water 
and  on  a good  day  will  rise  at  your  fly.  In  some  water 
you  are  surprised  if  he  does  not;  but  this  sort  of  water 
is  not  the  best,  for  it  is  probably  overstocked,  and  the 
fish  are  not  quite  satisfactory  either  in  size  or  condition. 
Nevertheless,  most  delightful  days  may  be  bad  upon  such 
water,  especially  when  the  fish  and  all  their  movements 
can  be  seen  clearly. 

******* 

No  notico  of  dry-fly  fishing  should  be  completed  with- 
out the  mention  of  just  a few  birds  which  thrust  them- 
selves upon  the  attention  of  the  fisherman.  First,  there 
are  the  swifts  and  the  swallow  kinds,  which  share  the 
rise  of  fly  with  the  fish  ; sometimes  they  are  so  numerous 
as  to  make  a sort  of  moving  network  over  the  surface  of 
the  river,  and  occasionally,  but  not  often,  a swift  will 
pick  up  the  artificial  fly  off  the  water  and  drop  it  on 
some  other  part  where  the  fisherman  did  not  intend  it  to 
go.  Then  there  is  the  little  grebe  or  dabchick,  always 
present  and  always  shy.  What  it  likes  best  is  to  dive  when 
it  sees  tho  fisherman  before  it  is  seen  itself,  and  to  make 
off  under  water.  Tho  dive  leaves  circles  like  tho  rise  of 
a trout,  and  the  fisherman  who  sees  these,  but  not  the 
bird,  draws  carefully  near  the  place  and  waits  expectant ; 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  dabchick,  which  is  certainly 
watching  all  the  time  from  the  sedges  opposite,  under- 
stands the  situation,  but  its  behaviour  is  exactly  that  of 
what  M.  Poppfer  would  call  a mauvais  drole  un  pen 
farceur. 

******  * 

Some  time  ago  our  correspondent  “ Vyrnwy”  pub- 
lished in  the  Shropshire  newspapers  “A  Legend  of 
Breidden,”  from  which  we  extract  the  following  lines, 
which  may  interest  those  of  our  readers  who  have  visited 
Lake  Vyrnwy  and  the  neighbourhood,  and  who  may  be 
acquainted  with  the  legend.  For  the  edification  of  those 
who  have  not  heard  the  story,  we  might  say  that 
Breidden  Hill  is  situate  on  the  confines  of  Shropshire 
and  Montgomeryshire  on  th9  south  side  and  very  near  to 
the  River  Severn,  and  is  a solid  rock  of  blue-tinted  stone 
which  towers  nearly  one  thousand  feet  perpendicularly 
above  the  level  of  that  river,  and  according  to  the  legend 
it  was  carried  there  from  some  far-off  country  by  the 
devil  himself  in  his  apron,  with  the  intention  of  placing 
it  across  the  River  Severn  to  drown  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Severn  valley,  who  had  in  some  way  or  other 
offended  his  sable  majesty.  As  the  legend  says  : — 

“ The  journey  was  a great  success  till  near  the  Severn 
side 

He  met  with  a slight  accident — his  apron  strings  untied  ! 
Down  fell  the  hill  where  it  lies  still  and  is  likely  to 
remain, 

So  thus,  you  see,  the  mystery  this  legend  does  explain.” 

Amongst  other  places  mentioned  in  which  he  appears 
to  take  especial  interest  is  Lake  Vyrnwy,  concerning 
which  the  author  says  : — 

“The  Liverpool  ratepayers  fear  Llanwddyn’s  costly 
scheme 

Was  first  suggested  to  some  one  by  Satan  in  a dream. 
And  with  this  plan  he  tempted  man  for  a purpose  of  his 
own, 

It  is  a ‘ rod  in  pickle  ’ as  can  easily  be  shown. 

For  should  he  tamper  with  that  dam  who  would  not  pity 
those 

Residing  in  those  lovely  vales  through  which  the 
Vrynwy  flows ! 

All  might  end  well  but  who  can  tell  what  passes  in  his 
mind  ! 

For  now  as  then  he  might  again  feel  spitefully  inclined. 
We  should  have  had  ‘ Lake  Severn  ’ very  many  years 
ago, 

Had  he  the  skill  with  Breidden  Hill  to  stem  that  river’s 
flow. 

Ill  winds  blow  good  to  somebody,  and  had  he  then 
succeeded, 

Lake  Vyrnwy  and  the  waterworks  would  now  have  not 
been  needed. 

It  is  ‘ a feather  in  the  cap  ’ of  mortal  man  to  ‘ best  ’ 
him, 

As  where  he  failed  we  have  prevailed — we  will  not 
further  test  him.” 

******* 

The  New  Zealand  trout  which  were  on  view  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  on  Wednesday  last  were  admired  by 
a very  large  number  of  visitors.  One  of  the  8-pounders 
(through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton) 
found  its  way  to  “Dragnet’s”  larder.  On  Thursday 
morning,  at  breakfast,  it  was  pronounced  “ firm,  sweet, 
and  good,  but  not  quite  the  flavour  of  those  recently 
sent  from  Dulverton.” 

******* 

Fish  aro  not  to  be  caught  by  a bird-call,  says  the 
Worcester  Journal.  A Pershore  angler  realized  it,  and 
he  realized  further  that  the  most  popular  up-to-date 
contrivances  failed  with  the  wily  trout  in  the  Avon.  He 
fished  all  day  and  caught  nothing,  and  his  comrades 
bantered  him  in  tho  usual  way  about  having  soared  the 
fish  away.  Ho  hadn't  learnt  the  angling  arithmetic  of 
Jerome  K.  Jerome,  who  says  that  a fisherman  swears  to 
a catch  of  ten  fish  when  ho  has  no  sport  at  all,  and  adds 
twenty  for  overy  bite.  Ho  was  disposed,  therefore,  to 
do  deeds  of  daring  to  bring  tho  fish  to  hook.  HiB  com- 
rades recommonded  him  to  go  lower  down  tho  river  and 


drive  the  trout  up  stream.  He  departed,  not  announ- 
cing, however,  that  that  was  his  intention,  but  very 
shortly  he  was  heard  in  the  water.  He  may  have  been 
inventing  some  record  of  a big  day;  at  least  he  was 
thinking,  and  while  so  absorbed  he  fell  into  a tributary 
stream.  He  floundered  into  deep  water,  though  be  may 
not  have  remembered  the  proverb  that  tho  best  fish  are 
near  the  bottom.  When  removed  to  an  inn  at  Wyre  he 
was  as  calm  as  a stoic,  and  needed  not  to  be  reminded  of 
that  other  proverb,  “ He  that  would  catch  fish  must 
not  mind  getting  wet.” 

• •••••• 

Mr.  T.  W.  Washeoud  writes  from  East  Dulwich: 
“ Whilst  handlining  off  Deal  pier,  on  Sept.  24.  my  niece 
(13  years  of  age/,  hooked  and  landed  a sole  of  lib. 
weight.  The  wind  was  north-east,  and  blowing  rather 
strongly.  Wo  were  fishing  for  codling  (bait  lug  worm), 
but  on  iter  line  were  single  gut  hooks,  whiting  size.” 
*•••*•• 

Between  nine  and  ten  on  Thursday  morning  the 
top  reservoir  of  the  East  London  Waterworks  was 
netted  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Game — the 
proprietor  of  “ Game’s  Water  ” (Higham  Hill  Fishery) 
— late  “ Ford’s  Water.”  Mr.  H.  Tilsey,  a subscriber, 
informs  me  that  “about  4000  perch  (small  ones),  some 
hundreds  of  splendid  dace  (many  of  them  over  8oz.), 
and  several  hundreds  of  large  roach  (many  over  lib.  and 
some  up  to  ljlb.),  were  successfully  transferred  to  the 
Higham  Hill  Fishery.  They  were  conveyed  in  two  iron 
punts.  The  estimated  total  weight  is  about  two  tons.” 
Let  me  see  ! From  Liverpool-street  to  Park-station ; 
one  guinea  season  ticket ; half-guinea  for  bottom  and 
fly-fishing  ; and  one  shilling  per  day.  W e shall  see  1 
******* 

“ One  rarely  meets  with  a man  who  can  fish  up  stream 
worm  successfully,”  says  the  Yorkshire  Herald.  “They 
will  slobber  it  into  a stream  as  though  they  were  ledgering 
for  barbel,  whereas  it  should  be  done  as  gingerly  as 
possible.  I find  that  an  ordinary  fly-rod  is  the  best 
possible  weapon,  and  a long  cast  of  the  very  finest 
drawn  gut.  No  shot  is  required,  and  the  angler  should 
wade  wherever  possible,  fishing  up  in  front  of  him, 
casting,  say,  seven  or  eight  yards  straight  ahead  into  the 
stream,  and,  as  the  worm  floats  down,  gradually  raise 
the  tip  of  the  rod,  fishing  the  water  almost  right  up  to  his 
feet.  With  the  left  hand  it  is  advisable  to  draw  the  line 
through  the  rings,  as  the  worm  swims  down,  and  then 
let  it  out  again  with  the  next  cast.  Fish  from  the  one 
position  the  centre  and  both  sides  of  the  stream,  then 
wade  a yard  or  so  higher  and  repeat  the  operation. 
Trout  are  at  this  time  of  the  year  frequently  found  on 
the  very  shallowest  places  and  in  heavier  water  than  one 
would  expect  them  to  inhabit.  A bright  red  worm 
never  mind  how  well  they  have  fed — is  a dainty  bite 
which  they  are  very  rarely  proof  against.  In  fishing 
this  style,  of  course,  the  angler  does  not  see  a rise  or 
feel  a tug,  as  the  line  is  slack  in  front  of  him.  The 
only  way  in  which  he  can  tell  a trout  has  seized  the 
worm  is  to  watch  his  line  carefully,  and,  when  he  sees 
it  tighten  in  the  least  degree,  raise  his  hand  and  strike 
with  a sort  of  drawing  motion — not  sufficiently  hard  to 
whip  the  worm  out  of  the  water  and  off  the  hook,  should 
the  tightening  of  the  line  not  be  caused  by  a trout. 
Very  frequently  grayling  are  taken  while  trout  fishing 
in  this  way.” 

******* 

The  Photographic  Exhibition  will  close  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  6.  The  Aquarium  has  scored  over  this  display,  for 
it  is  both  interesting  and  comprehensive  ; those  who 
have  not  visited  it  should  do  so  without  delay.  We  are 
all  following  with  varied  degrees  of  interest  the  war 
between  China  and  Japan— with  his  customary  prompti- 
tude, Mr.  Ritchie  has  arranged  that  a troupe  of  Anna- 
mites  should  perform  on  and  after  Monday  next  at  the 
Aquarium.  These  singular  people  are  closely  allied  to 
both  Chinese  and  Japs.,  and  their  performances  will, 
therefore,  doubtless  prove  of  the  highest  value  to  all 
who  are  students  of  ethnological  questions. 

* ****** 

When  an  angler  ( vide  Blackburn  Daily  Telegraph) 
after  a two-hours  angling  contest  goes  home  with  a 
basket  of  fish  weighing  2oz.,  and  also  with  a prize  which 
he  has  secured  against  ninety  competitors  who  each  took 
less  than  2oz.,  he  should  be  a happy  man.  This  is  what 
happened  at  Kildwick  on  Saturday  ; and  the  spectacle  of 
the  hundred  and  odd  competitors  trying  their  luck  in  the 
canal  there  was  not  more  painful  than  angling  contests 
in  inland  parts  of  the  country  usually  are.  It  is  surely 
the  most  extraordinary  pastime  extant — only  to  be 
apologised  for  by  the  scope  which  it  affords  for  the 
cultivation  of  hope,  faith,  and  charity.  True,  the  two- 
ounce  man  was  not  first  prize  winner  at  Kildwick.  The 
premier  angler  staggered  off  with  a load  of  no  less  than 
15^oz.  But  his  capture  of  a single  giant  trout  of  14oz. — • 
leaving  only  ljoz.  for  the  total  of  his  other  successes — 
justified  his  rivals  in  alleging  that  luck  and  not  skill  had 
put  him  at  the  top. 

* * * * * * * 

Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  I hear  that  to-day 
(Friday)  will  he  buried,  that  well-known  angler  and  good 
fellow  Mr.  Henry  Murray  (late  officer  for  the  Sheriff  of 
Surrey).  His  death  is  partly  attribuable  to  a chill  ho 
caught  while  fishing  recently  in  Wiltshire. 

******* 
Important  proprietor,  who  had  given  Burns  permis- 
sion to  fish  with  his  (the  proprietor’s)  rod,  and  whose 
manner  to  him  Burns  does  not  seom  to  have  likod(: 
“Well,  Burns,  have  you  caught  anything ?”  Burns 
(rising  with  a disgusted,  woary,  air)  : 11  Your  river’s 
largo,  your  fish  aro  sma’ — so  here’s  your  wand,  and 
Rob’s  awa’.”  Dragnet. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  All- England  Angling  Contest,  promoted  by  Mr. 
T.  Dowding  of  the  Cross  Keys  Inn,  Emily-street, 
Birmingham,  is  meeting  with  a fair  amount  of  patron- 
age. The  contest  is  open  to  anyone,  entrance  fee  5s., 
to  be  paid  on  or  before  Oct.  6.  The  contest  will  take 
place  at  Defford  on  the  Avon  on  Oct.  8.  The  Crown  Inn, 
Defford,  will  be  the  headquarters.  No  fish  under  2oz. 
will  be  weighed-in.  Mr.  A.  Griffiths  is  the  hon.  Bee. 
The  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  fished  their  annual  contest 
in  the  Avon,  at  Bredon,  on  Monday  last.  Forty-eight 
members  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  of  three 
hours’  duration.  Only  twelve  members  took  prizes. 
The  club  prizes  are  numerous  and  valuable,  and  include 
a silver  challenge  cup  value  fifteen  guineas  ; the  prize 
distribution  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  week. 
The  Birmingham  Angling  Association  committee, 
together  with  those  gentlemen  who  assisted  them  at  the 
annual  contest,  had  their  outing  and  contest  at  Alrewas, 
in  the  Biver  Trent,  on  Saturday  afternoon  last.  About 
thirty  members  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  lasted 
two  hours.  In  the  evening  the  contestants  sat  down  to 
dinner  at  the  White  Hart  Inn,  which  was  excellently 
served.  At  the  last  general  meeting  of  the  Sparkbrook 
Society  several  special  prizes  were  offered  in  order  to 
bring  about  a second  contest,  which  the  club  have  now 


decided  to  hold  at  Bredon  on  Oct.  7.  The  Tenby 
Society  will  fish  for  the  prizes  left  from  the  annual  con- 
test at  Defford  on  Oct.  7. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  muoh-needed  rain  has  come  at  last,  and  anglers 
should  now  begin  to  experience  better  sport  ; indeed  an 
improvement  was  already  noticeable  on  Wednesday, 
Tuesday’s  rain  having  stirred  the  fish  and  put  them  on 
the  feed.  Roach  for  the  past  fortnight  had  offered  little 
or  no  sport,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  they  were  biting 
freely  at  both  maggot  and  paste  baits.  Perch  have 
offered  the  best  sport  lately,  several  good  baskets  of 
these  fish  having  been  made  on  the  Forty-foot.  Mr. 
Stevinett  got  four  brace  weighing  over  61b.,  and  another 
angler  three  and  a half  braoe  (heaviest  lib.  4oz.).  Sport 
on  tbe  Witham  has  not  been  so  good  lately,  owing  to 
the  dry  weather,  but  it  should  improve  with  the  rain. 
Despite  the  unfavourable  conditions,  a large  number  of 
anglers  have  been  at  work  on  this  river,  and  of  the  fish 
taken  bream  have  predominated.  The  reports  from 
most  drains  are  to  the  effect  that  pike  fishing  prospects 
are  extremely  good. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  the  River  Hull  several  very  good  bream  have  been 
caught,  and  two  trout,  scaling  a little  over  21b.  each, 
were  caught  above  the  lock.  A few  roach  of  good  size 
have  been  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cicey, 
Gibraltar,  and  Burton  Hall.  The  East  Riding  A.  S.  held 
a match  at  Newport ; the  first  three  prizes  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  G.  Tomlinson.  F.  Jordan,  and  J.  Palmer,  but 


the  takes  were  very  small.  The  Universal  A.  S.  fished 
a match  at  Stamford  Bridge,  with  the  following  result ; 
Mr.  Frank  Carle,  first  ; Mr.  Fred.  Phillipson,  second ; 
Mr.  Thos.  Marling,  third  ; and  Mr.  J.  R.  Ward,  fourth. 
At  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Association  match 
on  Saturday  last,  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  Mr.  H.  Habber- 
shaw,  of  the  East  Riding  A.  S.,  took  first  prize  with  a 
bream  weighing  a little  over  41b.  The  Sir  Seymour  King 
challenge  cup  was  won  this  year  by  the  East  Riding 
A.  S.,  and  the  cup  given  by  Mr.  S.  Goodman  was  won  by 
the  Albion  A.  S.  On  Oct.  9 the  Albert  A.  S.  have  a 
speoial  meeting  at  8 p.m.  The  River  Hull  A.  S.  and  the 
Ramblers  A.  S.  will  fish  their  fourth  match  of  the 
season  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  River  Ludd,  on  Oct.  11. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

An  unwonted  cry — that  for  more  rain — is  being  raised 
by  the  angling  fraternity  in  the  Lake  District,  rivers 
having  run  down  to  a level  not  often  known  at  this 
period.  Farmers  and  others,  however,  are  delighted 
with  the  long  spell  of  beautiful  weather,  in  which  there 
seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  a change.  Angling 
is  confined  mostly  to  the  night  time,  when,  all  things  con- 
sidered, fair  sport  is  enjoyed.  A goodly  number  of 
salmon  mort  continue  to  be  taken,  but  the  more  lordly 
fish  is  still  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Manchester  District  executive  have  fixed  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  6,  for  their  next  attempt  to  get  winners 
for  the  prizes  left  over  from  the  last  contest.  On  this 
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GOLD  MEDAL 

For  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  &c.,  are  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  Unequalled. 

MT"  The  “FIELD.” — “It  ought  never  to  he  forgotten  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we 

owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers.” 

! ! A 681b.  SALMON  KILLED  with  a 20ft.  CANE-BUILT 
STEEL- CENTRE  “HARDY”  ROD. 


EXTRACT,— The  enormous  force  required  to  bring  such  a powerful  fish  to  the  gaff  (the  rod  being  quite  doubled 
and  the  point  level  with  the  butt  for  fully  twenty  minutes)  I AM  CONFIDENT  NO  OTHER  MAKE  OF  ROD  COULD 
HAVE  STOOD  SUCH  A STRAIN.  It  was  a marvel  to  all  of  us  that  it  showed  not  the  slightest  damage  after  so  severe 
a struggle.  It  is  two  years  since  you  made  it,  and  it  has  killed  lots  of  fish  over  401b.  in,  as  you  know  from  having 
yourself  fished  it,  one  of  the  wildest  rivers  anywhere,  and  where  fish  must  be  held  very  hard.  All  the  other  rods, 
reals,  gut  lines,  flies,  &c.,  have  given  the  greatest  ^satisfaction.  (Signed)  HARRY  GORDON  SMITH. 

Aoro  River,  August,  1894. 
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occasion  all  tiokot-holdors  for  the  Crompton  Lodges 
Fishery,  whether  attached  to  the  district  or  not,  are 
eligiblo  to  compote.  To-day  (Saturday)  will  decide 
which  cluh  has  tho  honour  of  holding  the  Bridgewater 
Challenge  Shiold  for  the  noxt  twelve  months,  and  con- 
currently with  this  ovont  will  ho  fished  the  juvonilo 
championship  of  tho  Worsloy  Canal  Fishery,  both  con- 
tests to  take  placo  at  Worsley  from  four  to  six  o’olock. 
Tho  Seodloy  Anglers  will  be  out  on  tho  Moss  Reach  fish- 
ing their  concluding  contest  for  tho  soason  on  tho  29th 
inst.  Tho  Hooial  outing  of  the  Salford  Friendly  Anglers 
and  thoir  frionds  was  a groat  success,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  ropeatod  on  somo  future  occasion.  Tho 
delegate  meeting  held  in  Manchester  on  tho  20th 
was  fairly  well  attended,  and  the  business  on 
hand  promptly  disposed  of.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  the  next  quarterly  meeting,  which  on  this 
oocasion  is  also  tho  annual  meeting,  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Buekland  Club,  the  Queen  Adelaide, 
51,  Chanoery-lane,  Ardwick.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Kingfishers  was  held  on  the  22nd,  and  was  well 
attended. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

Prospects  are  not  brightening  in  the  slightest  degree. 
Tho  river  oontains  few,  if  any,  salmon,  though  the 
keepers  report  that  there  are  lots  about  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Luno,  which  would  work  up-stream 
with  the  first  flood.  But  the  river  is  very  low, 
and  there  is  absolutely  no  water  running  over  the  weirs, 
so  that  unless  we  have  a speedy  rain  the  salmon  will 
not  be  able  to  get  up  the  river  at  all.  And  then  good-bye 
to  salmon  fishing  this  season,  which  bids  fair  to  rank 
as  one  of  the  worst  in  recent  years.  Canal  fishing  shows 
a decided  improvement,  and  sea  fishing  gets  better  each 
week. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Fishing  in  this  part  of  the  country  continues  dreadfully 
slow,  the  fine  dry  weather  completely  putting  a stop  to  any 
semblance  of  successful  angling,  the  waters  being  lower 
and  finer  than  has  been  known  for  many  years.  In  some 
parts  of  the  canal  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
boats  can  be  got  along.  With  so  many  disadvantages 
to  contend  with,  it  is  surprising  to  find  the  number  of 
anglers  who  turn  out  at  the  Leicester  waters.  Roach 
fishing  is  almost  off  altogether,  the  two  best  lots  which 
came  under  notice  this  week  being  71b.  by  Mr.  Mansbip 
and  51b.  by  Mr.  Worth.  A few  brace  of  perch  and  pike 
have  been  landed.  Mr.  Prime  secured  a brace  and  a half 
of  fair-sized  pike,  Mr.  Grant  a similar  basket,  and  in  a 
mixed  lot  caught  by  Mr.  Frisby  was  a perch  lib.  2oz. 
The  professional  element  have  been  largely  devoting 
their  attention  to  bait-catching,  for  which  there  is  a 
great  demand  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Fishing  at  the 
district  resorts  has  been  at  a low  ebb  this  week. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Towards  the  end  of  last  week  some  splendid  catches 
of  roach  and  bream  were  obtained  at  Brundall  and 
Buckenham  on  the  Yare,  but  the  weather  has  been  so 
wet  during  the  last  few  days  that  scarcely  anyone  has 
been  out.  A few  anglers  that  no  weather  would  deter 
have  had  very  good  sport,  and  some  of  the  roach  and 
bream  taken  by  them  have  been  very  good  fish.  On  the 
Bure  about  the  same  state  of  things  exists.  On  Satur- 
day, at  dusk,  a friend  of  mine  took  some  splendid  roach 
nearly  2lb.  apiece,  in  the  upper  waters  of  this  river.  A 
pike  of  111b.  was  taken  at  Raynham  on  Monday,  other- 
wise there  has  been  no  pike  fishing  worth  recording 
during  the  week,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  unsuitable. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday  and  nearly  throughout 
the  night.  A substantial  rise  has  been  the  result,  and 
the  change  will  do  considerable  good.  It  may  possibly 
cripple  barbel  fishing  for  the  season,  but  in  other 
respects  the  extra  water  will  sweep  downwards  the  vast 
accumulations  of  flannel  and  other  weed.  Coarse  fish 
anglers  to  a man  are  delighted  with  the  new  order  of 
things.  Sport  of  late  has  been  moderately  good, 
although  I have  heard  of  only  one  barbel  being  taken 
since  Friday  last.  This  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  H.  R. 
Wilkins  in  the  Shardlow  length.  This  gentleman,  in 
addition,  bagged  some  choice  chub,  dace,  and  roach.  On 
Thursday  Mr.  J.  Taylor  and  Mr.  J.  Spray  each  had  a 
barbel  to  wasp  grub  and  maggot  respectively,  and  Mr. 
A.  Johnson  creeled  nearly  ldlb.  of  white  bream  and 
dace.  Other  Shardlow  subscribers  have  been  to  the 
fore  amongst  dace,  and  for  the  week  Mr.  H.  Coxon  has 
taken  twenty  chuh  with  greaves — the  most  killing  bait 
on  the  river  in  autumn.  Mr.  Hodson  has  been  amongst 
chub  with  wasp  grub  on  the  Holme  Pierrepont  fishery, 
and  a few  big  chub  have  come  to  hand  from  a 
baiting  at  Pinkerton.  Barbelling  hero  during  the 
season  has  been  a dead  failure,  the  hole  above  the 
town  being  choked  with  weed.  Mr.  J.  Boyd  has  taken 
a variety  of  coarse  fish,  including  a gudgeon  of  3£oz.,  at 
Wilford  and  Clifton,  and  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed 
amongst  dace  in  the  rapids  below  Barton  Joyce.  Dace 
here  equal  those  caught  at  Wellington.  The  first  of  the 
two  matches  arranged  between  picked  representatives 
(six  each)  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Association 
and  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Society  was  fished  in  the 
Shardlow  waters  on  Thursday,  with  the  result  that  the 
Wellingtonians  won  by  a oouple  of  pounds.  Small  takes 
were  the  order.  For  the  winners  Mr.  S.  Wallis  exoelled  ; 
whilst  on  the  side  of  the  losers  Mr.  David  Slater  killed, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Dale,  the  most  fish.  Several 
gentlemen  were  present  from  Newark,  including  my 
friend,  Mr.  H.  M.  Ball  (“  Trentsider  ”),  who,  with  the 
others,  was  delighted  with  the  varioty  of  tho  swims 
abounding  in  the  reach.  After  the  completion  the 
visitors  were  entertained  at  a complimentary  dinner  by 
the  committee  of  the  Wellington  Association.  The  return 
match  is  fixed  to  be  fished  at  Collinghamon  Oct.  14.| 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  have  boon  numerous  angling  sweepstakos  of 
late,  and  in  several  cases  fairly  good  catches  with 
regard  to  weight  have  beon  recorded.  Tho  most  impor- 
tant ovont  has  boon  tho  sixteenth  annual  sweepstakes, 
promoted  by  tho  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association,  which 
was  fished  on  Monday  in  the  River  Witham  at  Kirk- 
stead,  near  Boston.  The  association  had  cleared  the 
water  of  weeds  for  four  miles,  and  in  moderately  favour- 
able woathor  the  competitors  sat  down  for  their  four 
hours.  Thirty-seven  of  them  secured  weights  entitling 
them  to  a share  of  the  .£05  prize  money.  H.  Harper 
was  an  easy  first,  with  41b.  2Joz.  This  is  the  first  big 
ovont  in  which  Harper  has  been  prominent.  Alf.  Crofts 
took  second  place,  with  21b.  12|oz.,  and  seven  others 
succeeded  in  turning  the  scale  at  over  21b.  Maggots 
proved  the  most  killing  bait.  Regarding  fishing  gener- 
ally, tho  water  is  as  clear  as  gin,  and  the  wind  persis- 
tently keeps  in  the  wrong  quarter. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  members  of  the  Ironbridge  Severn  Angling 
Society  held  another  successful  and  enjoyable  excursion 
on  Wednesday  in  last  week.  The  venue  chosen  was  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cressage  Cound  and  Berrington, 
where  there  are  some  of  the  best  bottom  fishing  reaches 
to  be  found  on  the  Severn.  Genial  weather  favoured 
the  fishermen,  and  sport  was  very  good,  although  the 
water  was  somewhat  fine.  The  party,  numbering 
eighteen,  were  conveyed  by  brake  to  their  destination, 
and  little  time  was  lost  in  getting  to  work.  There  were 
fourteen  good  prizes  competed  for,  these  being  presented 
by  the  president  of  the  association  and  other  gentlemen. 
Messrs.  H.  Wilkes  and  H.  Nicholas  were  appointed  to 
superintend  the  weighing-in.  Mr.  John  Norry  came  in 
an  easy  winner,  with  a handsome  take  of  211b.  8oz. — 
perhaps  the  best  take  of  the  season  in  the  district.  The 
results  were  as  follows,  the  first  fourteen  being  prize 
winners  in  the  following  order : 


J.  Norry  

lb. 
. 21 

oz. 

8 

R.  Ketley  

lb. 
. 3 

OZ. 

4 

J.  Toddington  .... 

. 13 

4 

W.  Waghorn  

3 

i 

Ben  Hughes  

. 10 

4 

H.  Nicholas  

2 

5 

Thos.  Bailey  

. 7 

1 

W.  H.  Hayward  .. 

2 

2 

Chas.  H.  Hughes  . 

. 6 15 

Wm.  Nicholas  

2 

2 

Wm.  Bailey  

. 6 

8 

Alfd.  Nicholas  

2 

1 

Ed.  Jones  

. 6 

6 

W.  Wilson  

1 

4 

W.  Bennett  

. 4 

1 

T.  W.  Chattaway  .. 

1 

2 

H.  Wilkes  

6 

T.  W.  Cullis  

0 15 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rain  of  the  last  two  days  have  affected  the 
water  considerably,  the  Teme  much  more  than  the 
Severn,  the  former  river  being  very  high  coloured  and 
unfit. for  angling,  on  account  of  which  the  St.  John’s 
Angling  Club  have  had  to  postpone  their  competition. 
Up  to  Sunday  the  water  was  in  capital  order,  and  nice 
dishes  of  grayling  and  trout  were  had  with  the  fly  and 
maggot,  and  perch  with  the  worm.  The  Berkeley  Arm3 
Angling  Society  had  their  last  competition  of  the 
season  on  Thursday  last  on  the  Avon  at  Eckington.  The 
roach  were  off  the  feed,  so  the  catches  were  not  large. 
The  first  prize  (an  electro  tea  service)  was  won  by  Mr. 
Jos.  Harris  ; second  prize  (handsome  antique  tea  caddy) 
Mr.  H.  Key  ; third  prize,  Mr.  Fred  Smith.  The  North 
Worcester  Angling  Club  had  their  competition  in 
Hadley  Brook  on  the  23rd  inst.,  but  again  had  a blank. 
The  Working  Mens’  Club  fish  for  a grand  lot  of  prizes 
on  the  30th  inst.  at  Upton-on-Severn,  and  the  Izaak 
Walton  Club  have  theirs  on  the  Teme  at  Horsham  on 
Tuesday  next. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  not  been  a great  deal  doing  this  week.  The 
Ouse  and  Foss  at  York  have  been  drawn  off  for  river 
improvements.  Indeed,  the  deplorable  state  of  the 
latter  stream  has  gone  a very  long  way  towards 
annihilating  anything  in  the  shape  of  fish  which  may 
have  lingered  in  the  semi-putrid  water.  Last  week  an 
extraordinary  catch  Was  made  in  the  Swale,  near  the 
village  of  Topliffe,  in  the  North  Riding.  The  river  has 
been  run  down  by  the  authorities  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  banks,  the  water  being  fully  six  feet  lower 
than  usual.  Amongst  the  anglers  who  took  advantage 
of  this  circumstance  were  Mr.  William  Barton  and  Mr. 
John  Bell,  of  Thirsk.  These  gentlemen  succeeded  in 
capturing  a combined  basket  of  22 Jib.  in  the  village 
mentioned.  The  fish  were  secured  with  wasp  grub  and 
maggot,  which  they  appear  to  have  taken  greedily. 
The  panniers  consisted  of  six  chub  (two  scaling 
31b.  each,  one  21b.,  and  a third  2 Jib.) , perch,  roach, 
and  dace,  but  only  one  pike.  This  big  catch  can- 
not in  any  way  be  taken  as  the  regular  routine  of 
angling  in  this  stream,  and  undoubtedly  the  low  state 
of  the  water  was  responsible  for  it.  Grayling,  I may 
add,  are  being  taken  in  the  river,  but  nothing  noticeable 
has  come  under  my  ken.  The  Derwent  was  in  fairly 
good  order  on  Tuesday,  when  the  members  of  the 
Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society  fished  their  last  match 
of  the  season.  The  wind  interfered  with  sport,  how- 
ever, and  none  of  us  had  a large  take.  Mr.  Orminson 
came  in  first — as  he  generally  does — with  21b.  10oz.,  Mr. 
Bouttell  being  second,  and  Mr.  Weatherill  third.  Mr. 
Orminson,  I notice,  has  managed  to  carry  off  Captain 
Key’s  rod  for  the  best  aggregate  of  tho  year,  in  con- 
nection with  the  club,  with  111b.  14Joz. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  beon  poor  on  tho  Blackwater.  A 
few  salmon  have  been  had  on  the  lower  reaches,  but  the 
trout  angling,  taken  all  round,  has  been  poor.  A tront  of 
7|lb.  was  had  on  the  middle  reaches  last  week.  The 
Leo  has  fished  well  on  a couple  of  days,  but  generally 
speaking  sport  has  been  poor  on  this  water.  On  tho 


minor  stream*  the  brown  trout  fishing  has  shown  up 
considerably,  and  heavy  baskets  have  been  had. 

KERRY.  — Reports  speak  badly  of  the  Killarney, 
Rossbay,  Glencar,  and  tho  mountain  districts  generally. 
On  Watervillo  Lake,  however,  sport  has  improved  in 
the  matter  of  white  trout  angling,  but  sport  in  the 
salmon  lino  has  not  shown  that  improvement  that  was 
anticipated.  Coppal  Lake  has  fished  well.  In  North 
Kerry  the  rivers  Main,  Splea,  Tartha,  Felo,  and 
Smerlagh  have  yielded  average  baskets  of  white 
tront.  but  the  salmon  angling  on  all  the  waters  has 
been  far  below  the  average. 


CALIFORNIA  SEA  BASS. 

The  land-lockod  bay  of  San  Diego, California,  and  the 
kelp  bed  at  the  harbour  mouth  is  a favourite  home  for 
the  black  sea  bass,  or  jewfish,  as  it  is  commonly  called. 
Catching  these  fish  is  excellent  sport.  They  weigh  from 
one  hundred  to  six  hundred  pounds,  and  in  appearance 
are  much  like  the  small-mouthed  black  bass  of  eastern 
lakes.  A long  hand  line  the  size  of  a window  sash  cord, 
a large  hook  of  quarter-inch  iron,  baited  with  a white- 
fish,  an  axe  and  a row-boat,  are  all  the  tackle  needed  for 
this  sport. 

The  baited  hook  is  often  dropped  to  the  bottom  in 
fifty  feet  or  more  of  water.  A vigorous  bite  and  the  fish 
almost  hooks  itself.  Then  the  fun  begins.  The  long 
line  pays  out  with  the  rapidity  of  a whale  line  when  the 
harpoon  strikes  home.  The  jewfish  tires  more  quickly 


than  the  whale.  The  man  in  the  bow  of  the  row-boat 
begins  to  take  up  the  slack  line.  This  rouses  the  fish. 
Away  he  darts  again.  The  efforts  of  the  fish  become 
less  vigorous.  The  line  is  made  fast  in  the  bow.  The 
helmsman  is  warned  to  look  out.  The  fish  begins  to  run 
away.  The  line  tightens.  This  time  it  does  not  pay 
out.  The  fish,  feeling  the  weight  of  the  boat,  strives 
hard  to  get  away  from  it. 

Faster  and  faster  goes  the  boat,  as  the  captive  fish 
tows  it  seaward,  until  the  bow  is  pulled  down  almost 
beneath  the  waves,  and  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  put 
out  the  oars  and  attempt  to  retard  the  dangerous  pro- 
gress. By  degrees  the  fish  gets  tired  coping  with  such 
heavy  odds,  and  finally  allows  itself  to  be  drawn  along- 
side the  boat.  A blow  on  the  head  with  an  axe  ends  the 
fight. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  a jewfish  weighing 
3561b.  This  fish  owed  his  death  to  lack  of  nerve.  The 
lucky  angler  was  fishing  off  the  Coronado  pier  for  small 
fish  with  a line  about  as  heavy  as  a Fire  Island  bluefish 
line.  The  jewfish  was  hooked,  and  if  it  had  persisted  in 
swimming  seaward  it  would  have  broken  the  line  like  a 
thread.  But  it  didn’t.  After  playing  it  for  an  hour  or 
so,  the  angler,  who  proved  himself  to  be  very  skilful, 
landed  the  monster.  It  was  over  six  feet  long,  and  a 
truck  was  needed  to  carry  it.  The  fish  are  edible,  and 
find  a ready  sale  in  the  local  markets. — Detroit  Free 
Press. 


A FISHHAWK’S  MISTAKE. 

Fishhawks  get  their  entire  food  supply  from  the 
water.  Their  eyes  are  so  constructed  that  even  at 
great  heights  they  can  see  fish  that  swim  near  the 
surface  and  then  dive  with  lightning  speed.  The  fish  is 
caught  in  the  claws  and  is  taken  to  the  nest  of  the  bird 
before  being  oaton.  The  writer  has  seen  a hawk  make 
a mistake  and  catch  a hard  crab,  and  whon  the  crab  got 
both  his  big  claws  fairly  at  work  on  tho  tender  part  of 
the  bird’s  legs  there  was  somowhat  of  shaking  and 
diving  in  tho  air  to  get  rid  of  the  crab,  but  it  is  not  very 
often  they  got  fooled.  It  is  generally  all  in  thoir  favour. 
A hawk  will  fly  away  with  a big  ool  wriggling  in  its 
claws  that  a man  could  not  hold  thirty  sooonds  with  both 
hands. — Philadelphia  Timet. 


September  29,  1894]  THE  FISHING-  GAZETTE 327_ 

U “HERCULES”  GUT  CASTS, 

FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT. 

mjjL^  We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  and  softness  is  so  greatly 

increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  Jcnotting  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least • 

/fBaUSS^ |p|i|  jg  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength , but  also  durability , as  the  P reparation 

* i r i protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 

Trade  Mark. 

This  Devon  Minnow  is  so  light  that 
it  can  be  cast  with  any  fly  rod,  and 
will  kill  in  all  states  of  the  water. 

The  above  can.  be  obtained  from  any  good  Tackle  Dealer. 

S.  ALLCOCK  & CO Standard  Works , REDDITCH. 

The  largest  manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Hooks,  Tackle,  &c.,  in  the  world. 


N53571" PATENT 
FEATHER  WEIGHT  DEVON 


It  is  equally  good  for  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout. 


■WHOLESALE  OLTLY. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  ~oF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 


See  my  announcement, page iii.,  “WHITAKEB";  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAH  BOOK”;  page  it,  “ A.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,”  &c. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


W.  EVANS’ 

FISHING  & TRAVELLING  SUITS. 

A Choice  Selection  of  Materials  just  in  from  Scotland  to  choose  from 
in  HEATHER  MIXTURES,  BROWNS,  DRABS,  FAWNS,  and  LOVATS 
NORFOLK  JACKETS  from  46s.  6d. 

KNICKERBOCKER  BREECHES  from  25s. 

Testimonials  from  Military,  Medical,  and  Country  Gentlemen  are  con- 
tinually received.  The  following  is  published  by  kind  permission  : — 

“ Clarence  House,  Kew,  May  3,  1894.  Dear  Sir, — I like  the  Norfolk 
J acket  very  much.  The.  fit  is  excellent.  It’s  wonderful  the  way  you  get  your 
orders  sent  out  so  quickly  and  so  well. — Yours  truly,  Lionel  Walsh.” 
OUR  SPECIALITY  LOUNGE  SUITS, 

In  Blue  Serge,  Scotch,  Cheviot,  and  Homespun,  3 guineas,  have  given 
every  satisfaction,  and  have  greatly  extended  our  connection. 

Gentlemen  are  invited  to  inspect  our  varied  selection  of  materials  for 
Frock  and  Morning  Coats,  Covert  Coatings,  Trouserings,  Flannels,  &c. 
Our  prices  are  strictly  moderate  for  cash  (compatible  with  first-class  work- 
manship), in  many  instances  below  those  of  the  Stores,  combined  with 
personal  supervision. 

'W.  EVAN’S,  77,  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W. 

(Adjoining  Queen's  Hall,  and  only  a few  yards  from  the  Langham  Hotel). 


YACHTING  & FISHING  on  NORFOLK  BROADS 

Yachts,  3 to  40  Tons,  for  Hire. 

Send  for  List,  post  free. 

FISHING  TACKLE  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Lists  post  free. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

Hello  ! ! What’s  Tills  ? 


PATENT  SPRING  GAG  & LANCE  DISGORGER. 


NO  FISHERMAN  SHOULD  BE  WITHOUT  ONE. 

INVALUABLE  IN  ALL  KINDS  OF  FISHING. 


WILL  LAST  .A.  LIFETIME. 

POST  FREE.  Ordinary,  1/8  ; larger,  2/2.  Nickelled,  with  horn  handle,  2/8  and  3/2. 

Special  Terms  to  Clubs  taking  Half  a Gross. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

A.  CROOKES  & CO.,  ECKINGTON, 

ROTHERHAM, 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS, 45/-,  50/- 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


KING,  NIALGOM,  & GO., 

Wader  Jlakers  & Waterproofed, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

Inventors  of  the  Improved 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  187 


(PROTECTED.) 

'THE  “ PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING.” 

See  Field,  March  10,  1894. 


“SOMETHING 

NEW.” 

* 


328 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

High  Lever. — Wo  do  not  know  of  such  n work. 

A.  Cha ih’Ell.  Wo  recently  gave  a recipe  for  tho 
manufacture  of  a dressing?  for  lines;  but  iu  vour  cano 
you  should  send  to  Messrs.  Auatand  Go.,  of  4,  Whiteley- 
placn,  Rending,  for  a bottle  of  Rush's  Fishing?  Lino 
Solution.  It  is  first-rate  stuff. 

Greknhbart. — Fishing  for  salmon  on  tho  Hampshire 
Avon  at  Ringwood  may  bo  obtained  at  the  White  Hart 
or  Crown.  The  lormer,  7s.  Gd.  por  day  (5s.  to  hotel 
visitors) ; 2s.  Gd.  per  day  at  tho  lattor.  Fisherman,  E. 
Ifurdlo. 


Coraspcrntrcnce 

[ IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

LARGE  IRISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  The  People  of  last  Sunday,  their 
eollaborateur  of  angling  notes  asserts,  that  “anglers 
are  accredited  with  a certain  amount  of  allowable  exag- 
geration,’’ and  he  admitted  the  Lough  Conn  pike  was 
not  47.51b.,  but  saiil  to  be  37£lb.  (which  was  more  than 
the  weight  reported  by  all  other  sporting  papers),  so 
that  after  all,  it  was  not  as  Mr.  Crumplen  said,  “ larger 
by  at  least  101b.  or  111b.  than  any  other  pike  yet  caught 
by  rod  and  line.” 

Verily,  his  admission  is  a “ come  down,’  and  reminds 
me  of  Colonel  Cockitt's  co'-n.  But  was  the  flesh  of  this 
Irish  pike  so  solid  and  compact  that,  although  of  the 
same  dimensions  as  a 271b.  English  pike,  it  weighed 
thirty-three  per  cent,  more? — and  how  was  it  that  it 
exceeded  by  some  pounds,  that  much  longer  and  far 
larger  Irish  pike  of  331b.  caught  by  W.  H.  Laurie,  Esq  , 
and  shown  by  him  at  the  late  Royal  Aquarium  Fisheries 
Exhibition  ? It  is  now  admitted  this  " Conn  pike’’  was 
weighed  at  a railway  station — its  weight  had  better 
have  been  authenticated  at  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
when  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  was  chairman,  on  the  night  the 
fish  was  shown.  I see  that  “ E.  T.  S.”  writes  in  last 
week’s  Field  that  he  has  no  doubt  Mr.  J.  E.  C'ockburn 
made  a “ record  bag  ” with  five  pike  weighing  94Jlb. 

On  Jan.  IS),  1 88 4,  I captured  near  Swindon,  Wiltshire, 
five  pike,  weighing  102 Jib.  ; a companion  who  fished  with 
me  also  caught  another,  of  211b.,  and  lost  a much  larger 
fish  (all  but  landed)  through  his  salmon  gut  trace  parting 
at  a knot.  Out  of  a catch  of  between  forty  and  fifty 
pike,  we  kept  twenty-one  that  weighed  together  2121b.  ; 
fish  under  51b.  we  replaced  alive  in  the  water.  Mr.  R B. 
Marston  and  another  gentleman  accompanied  me  there 
for  two  days’  fishing,  and  our  four  best  pike  weighed 
1751b.,  211b.,  23  b.,  and  26.jlb.  They  were  caught  on 

snap  ’ and  “ paternoster  ” tackle  ; the  largest  fish  by 
Mr.  Marslon. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jardine. 


THE  LARGE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I am  only  a “ Salmo  Eriox,”  that  may 
be  the  reason  I fail  to  understand  why  Norway  salmon 
of  similar  length  but  less  girth  than  English  ones,  should 
exceed  the  latter  by  27^  per  cent,  in  weight. 

That  the  8.  salar  of  different  rivers  do  (as  Mr.  John 
Hardy  says)  “differ  greatly  in  shape  ” I am  well  aware, 
but  I always  thought  that  fish  of  the  same  solidity  and 
density  of  “texture,”  whether  of  Norway,  England,  or 
elsewhere,  if  of  precisely  the  same  size  and  measurements , 
would  weigh  exactly  alike;  and  I don’t  quite  see  how 
the  ‘ testing  of  aspring-balance  ” will  prove  the  contrary. 

Yours,  &c.,  _____  Salmo  Eriox, 

THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  correspondence  now  appearing  in 
your  columns  on  this  subject  becomes  each  week  more 
and  more  interesting,  but  no  one  has  yet  answered  Mr. 
Hooton’s  inquiry  in  your  issue  of  the  15th  inst.  as  to 
who  supplies  these  reports  to  the  different  papers. 

for  some  time  past  I have  had  my  doubts  concerning 
the  accuracy  of  these  reports,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  last  season  I made  a few  inquiries,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  from  whom  these  reports  emanated.  I was 
informed  by  several  well-known  anglers  and  professional 
fishermen  that  they  were  collected  by  the  river  keepers 
employed  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
for  Mr  Brougham,  the  secretary  of  the  society,  by  whom 
they  are  transmitted  to  the  various  papers.  If  this  is 
correct,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the 
society  are  aware  of  this,  because,  if  so,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  very  unfair  that  the  river  keepers  employed  by  the 
l.A.P.S.  to  look  after  the  river  should  devote  their 
time  to  the  collection  of  these  reports  for  Mr.  Brougham, 
thereby  neglecting  the  work  of  preservation  for  which 
they  are  paid  by  the  supporters  of  the  society. 

I trust  that  this  correspondence  will  have  the  effect  of 
stopping  the  publication  of  these  apocryphal  tales  in 
iuture. — I am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

A Member  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society. 

_ Dear  Sir,— I have  read  Mr.  Bolt’s  letter  in  your  last 
jsBue,  and,  whilst  warmly  congratulating  him  on  his 
sport  at  feunbury,  cannot  agree  with  him  that  it  is  not 
extraordinary.  I should  say  that  no  other  Thames 
angling  station  has  produced  such  takes  of  barbel 
during  the  present  season. 

I am  surprised  at  the  continuous  baiting,  especially 
cross  baiting  with  lobs  and  gentles  ; barbel  swims  can 
easily  be  overbaited  and  the  fish  glutted.  I consider 
N.E.  or  E.  winds  and  cold  nights  fatal  to  sport,  and 
abandoned  early  morning  fishing  at  Shepperton  at  tho 
beginning  of  tho  present  month,  finding  it  almost  useless 
to  turn  ont,  though  fishing  swims  whero  a launch  is 
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never  seen  ; and  at  Shepperton  wo  have  a selection  of 
splendid  swift  runs  and  good  cover  for  the  fish. 

In  August  I fished  a strictly  preserved  Kennot  pool 
(not  at  Newbury),  baiting  it  carefully  one  evening  with 
lobs.  I thon  rested  the  pool  for  a wholo  day,  and  began 
barboiling  in  tho  oarly  morning  with  a friend.  The 
wind  was  south,  with  gentlo  rain — a perfect  day  for 
fishing.  Wo  found  tho  barbel  on  the  feed,  and  landed  a 
dozen  or  more  between  us. 

We  thought  we  woro  in  for  a really  good  day’s  sport, 
hut  suddenly  they  wont  right  off.  We  woro  utterly  at  a 
loss  to  understand  this  till  we  noticed  the  wind  had 
changed  to  the  eastward  ; we  only  got  throe  more  barbel 
during  the  whole  day,  trying  long  corking  (traveller)  as 
well  us  lodgoring. 

Such  is  my  experience  when  tho  wind  is  in  an  un- 
favourable quarter.  I look  upon  barbel  as  most 
sensitive  in  this  respeot,  hence  my  opinion  that  Mr. 
Bolt’s  catch  is  extraordinary,  and  most  anglers  will 
agree  with  me. 

I should  like  to  see  any  club  reports  of  Thames 
catches  only,  from  1st  to  8th  Sept.,  inclusive,  with  the 
weights  of  fish  taken,  number  of  members  fishing  either 
from  punts  or  the  banks,  and  mentioning  the  locality. 
Will  any  secretaries  kindly  forward  particulars  to  the 
F.G.  ? I am  sure,  you,  Mr.  Editor,  would  welcome  them 
for  publication. — Faithfully  yours, 

Newbury.  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 


THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Sir, — I am  very  glad  to  notice  that  you  have  opened 
your  columns  for  a full  and  concise  discussion  upon  that 
very  important  subject— the  accuracy  of  the  reports 
from  the  Thames.  From  personal  experience  I have 
found  that  lately  professional  fishermen  have  in  various 
districts  been  complaining  of  the  absence  of  anglers  and 
the  inferiority  of  sport,  yet  there  has  been  nearly 
every  week  large  takes  of  fish  reported  from  the 
Thames.  But  these  reports  do  not  give  the  names  of  the 
individuals  who  were  fortunate  in  their  angling.  All 
we  are  told  is  very  vague,  namely,  that  fisher- 
man So-and-so  during  so  many  days  caught  so 
many  pounds  of  fish.  This  sort  of  information, 
in  my  opinion,  is  not  at  £.11  satisfactory  to  the  angler  in 
search  of  reliable  details  concerning  sport.  Bat  of 
course  there  are  various  fishermen  who  are  inclined  to 
exaggerate  their  takes  of  fish,  and  unless  others  do  the 
same,  their  gross  weight  becomes  insignificant,  and 
those  who  do  trust  to  the  river  reports  naturally  are  led 
to  have  a day  or  two  with  the  fisherman  who  gives  the 
highest  percentage  of  returns.  But  this  being  so,  other 
professional  fishermen  must  consequently  suffer,  as 
must  eventually  the  exaggerator,  unless  those  who  give 
him  a trial  find  sport  up  to  the  reported  standard.  As 
one  who  has  fished  the  Thames  regularly  for  some  years, 
I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  best  to  ignore  all 
Thames  reports  unless  the  name  of  the  person  fishing  is 
given.  Even  then  it  sometimes  requires  a grain  of  salt 
to  swallow  everthing  one  reads.  My  own  line  of  action 
is  generally  this — I take  into  consideration  the  weather, 
state  of  the  water,  &c.,  and  then  know  which  district  is 
likely  to  give  best  sport.  As  an  all-round  stretch  of 
water  on  the  lower  and  mid  Thames,  I prefer  from 
Windsor  to  Penton  Hook,  that  is  if  the  water  be  not  too 
clear.  But  if  there  has  been  no  rain  I descend  lower 
down  stream.  The  Mole  sometimes  colours  the 
water  just  below  Hampton  Court,  and  the  tidal  water  is 
often  very  good  for  roach  and  dace,  when  the  upper 
portions  are  entirely  out  of  condition.  By  adopting 
this  plan  of  selection,  according  to  meteorological  con- 
ditions, &c.,  I am  able  to  form  a fair  opinion  as  to  where 
to  fish  without  studying  the  reports  from  the  Thames. 

But  the  important  question  arises,  why  should  not 
these  reports  he  reliable?  That  they  are  not  appears  to 
be  believed  in  many  quarters.  And  why  should  one 
fisherman  endeavour  to  capture  patrons  by  exaggera- 
tion? We  may  take  it  for  granted  that  each  fiiherman 
in  each  district  knows  the  best  swims  and  how  to  fish 
them  (trout  excluded),  and,  therefore,  if  one  obtains 
good  sport  the  other  is  most  likely  to  do  so  if  he  is  at 
all  energetic.  Yet.  one  may  print  his  capture,  and  the 
other  who  has  had,  it  may  be,  the  better  day’s  sport, 
does  not  rush  into  print.  After  goiDg  out  once  with  a 
professional  fisherman  I know  whether  he  has  worked 
well  during  the  day,  and  if  sport  has  been  bad,  I also 
know  it  has  not  been  his  fault  and  I try  him  again, 
when  usually  I have  found  plenty  of  sport.  But  if  the 
fisherman  is  an  unwilling  slow  coach,  and  there  are  one 
or  two  of  them  in  some  districts,  I take  good  care  to  try 
another  man  next  time.  Now,  at  Staines,  I go  out  with 
a certain  fisherman  whose  name  never  appears  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  yet  I have  had  good  sport  with 
him,  as  have  others,  though  I am  aware  there  are  quite 
as  good  men  in  the  same  district  to  go  out  with.  But  as 
I obtain  satisfaction  from  one,  I do  not  shift  about  first 
to  one  man  then  to  another,  proving  I think  conclusively 
that  the  reports  from  the  Thames  of  large  takes  do  not 
influence  me  to  try  the  man  whose  records  of  sport  are 
high. 

To  suggest  a remedy  is  perhaps  somewhat  difficult. 
But  certain  it  is  that  the  condition  of  the  water  would 
be  information  of  more  value  to  me  than  that  So-and-so 
caught  so  many  pounds  of  fish  in  so  many  days.  First, 
then,  I suggest  your  correspondents  should  send  the 
condition  of  the  water,  then  the  takes  of  fish,  giving 
the  person’s  name,  and,  if  possible,  his  angling  club  or 
address,  as  verification  of  the  report.  Also  what 
prospects  there  aro  of  the  water  becoming  clearer  or 
thicker,  and  which  fish  are  most  on  the  feed,  the  report 
to  bo  signed  by  tho  name  of  tho  person  who  sent  it  in. 
This  would  give  othors  as  well  as  myself  some  good 
grounds  for  believing  tho  reports  from  tho  Thames,  and 
would  do  much  to  restore  lost  confidence,  which  has  now 
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become  something  alarming  amongst  club  anglers 
generally  and  Thames  anglers  in  particular.  It  would 
also  do  good  to  the  professional  fishermen,  because,  if 
the  fish  are  not  feeding  it  is  better  to  say  so  than  take 
an  angler  from  town  and  then  give  him  a disappointment 
from  which  be  does  not  quickly  recover,  and  after  one 
or  two  experiences  of  the  same  kind  gives  up  in  disgust 
his  belief  in  the  reports  from  the  Thames. 

I rusting  there  may  be  somo  benefit  accrue  to  angler 
and  professional  alike  from  this  discussion. — I am, 
yonrs  faithfully,  “ Tempo.” 

Kingston.  ■ 

SiR,— I wrole  one  or  two  letters  on  “ Fishing  Reporters 
and  their  Critics  ” some  years  ago  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  I tried  to  show  that  there  is  no  particular  merit  in 
bragging  about  some  district,  river,  or  loch.  I have 
soon  some  reports  during  the  past  few  months  to  which 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  assent.  What  of  that? 

Time  tries  all  things,  and,  may  I add,  all  men,  even 
fishing  reporters,  many  of  whom  risk  their  reputation  for 
veracity  by  getting  their  knowledge  second  hand — or 
even  third  hand  and  some  of  whom,  out  of  sheer 
enssedness,  will  fly  in  the  face  of  facts  1 
I wish  to  stat9  once  and  for  all  time  that  I recently 
swore  a swear,  and  vowed  a vow,  that  if  certain  reporters 
should  report  in  this  or  any  angling  paper  that  minnows 
had  become  salmon  in  a river  I was  quite  familiar  with, 

I should  allow  them  a free  hand  to  build  up  their  repu- 
tation, feeling  quite  certain  that  truth  must  eventually 
prevail. 

May  I ask  what  object  is  there  in  sending  these  mis- 
leading reports?  Does  it  pay?  I fear  that  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  whole  matter. 

I always  keep  my  hands  free,  simply  because,  though 
I have  had  an  extensive  and  v:ide  acquaintance  with 
various  rivers,  lochs,  &c.,  I would  scorn  to  send  second- 
hand reports  and  palm  them  off  on  the  public  as  first 
band  ones  ; and  yet  I venture  to  say  that  in  this  way 
only  too  many  fishing  reports  are  obtained.  Living  in 
the  south  of  England,  what  is  to  prevent  me  writing  to 
many  old  haunts,  where  I am  not  only  known,  bnt  well 
known  too  ! Yet  how  cou'd  I vouch  for  such  reports  ? 
Impossible ! 

Nothing  is  so  simple  as  to  pull  the  wire3  from  a 
distance, _ and  the  mischief  of  this  system  is,  that  the 
reporter  is  almost  'bound  to  stand  by  his  second-hand 
report,  however  absurd  it  is,  once  it  appears  above  his 
own  signature  or  non  de  plume.  This  is  evident  to  all. 
Personal  attacks  I will  have  nothing  to  do  with  in  the 
columns  of  this  or  any  paper  ; but  I warn  those  reporters 
who  think  they  are  unnoticed,  or  stand  above  suspicion, 
that  the  day  is  coming,  and  is  at  hand,  when  men  will 
know  the  difference  between  fact  and  fiction  ; and  if 
then  any  man  is  convicted,  by  a consensus  of  opinion 
( independent  opinion ),  of  sending  misleading  reports, 
with  whatever  object,  he  will  have,  like  “ Hnmpty 
Dnmpty,”  “ a great  fall.” 

“ And  all  the  king’s  horses  and  all  the  king’s  men 
Won’t  set  Humpty  Dumpty  up  again.” 

Verbum  sat.  sapientes. — I am,  yonrs  trulv, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


IS  THE  SEA  TROUT  A HYBRID? 

Sir,— With  reference  to  this  discussion,  I see  my 
constant  companion,  Francis  Francis’  “ Book  on 
Angling,”  sixth  edition,  says  : 

“ Sea  trout  are  of  two  species,  the  white  trout  of 
Ireland,  which  is  the  salmon  trout,  or  Salmo  trutta,  of 
England  and  science,  and  the  grey  trout  or  bull  trout  of 
Tweed,  Coquet,  and  elsewhere,  or  Salmo  eriox.  . . . 

The  sewin  of  Wales  is  the  bull  trout  proper,  but  the 
usual  confusion  ha3  been  created  by  the  frequent 
presence  no  doubt  of  the  salmon  trout  also.  In  fact,  in 
Wales  everything  that  is  not  either  a salmon  or  brown 
trout  is  a sewin.  Hence  much  diversity  in  the  history 
and  character  of  the  sewin.”  Also  “ There  is  a disputed 
point  as  regards  the  bnll  trout,  whether  or  no  he  is  the 
veritable  ‘whitling  ’ of  the  Border  when  in  his  grilse 
state.  This  I cannot  of  course  decide  beyond  question, 
hut  I am  quite  sure  that  I have  in  the  same  river  caught 
both  the  grilse  bull  trout  and  the  ordinary  white  or 
salmon  trout,  each  of  about  lib.  or  1 Jib.  in  weight,  and 
that  the  natives  call  them  buth  whitling,  so  which  is 
really  entitled  to  the  name  I do  not  pretend  to  say.  The 
flies  for  both  these  fish  on  the  Border  rivers  are  the 
same,  and  are  called  whitling  flies  ; they  are  similar  to 
the  ordinary  sea  trout  and  white  trout  flies  used  else- 
where.” 

I think  somewhere  he  says  the  peal  is  the  white  trout, 
but  I cannot  lay  my  hand  on  the  place. 

In  Wales,  as  far  as  I could  see  on  my  one  fishing  trip, 
anything  of  the  salmon  nature  under  51b.  was  a sewin, 
over  that  weight  a salmon,  bat  my  experience  was 
small. 

The  extracts  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your 
correspondents  on  the  subjeot  of  the  heading.— Yours 
faithfully,  Colombo. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  “ C.  D.  L.’s  ” letter  in  Gazette  of  22nd 
inst.,  I cannot  disoover  the  refutation  he  refers  to  therein 
of  my  remarks  in  your  issuo  of  8th  inst.  I did  not  state 
—as  he  says — that  he  said  the  sea  trout  was  a “ peal.” 
Should  he  re-read  the  paragraph  ho  will  see  that  I 
merely  stated  that  in  Ireland  sea  trout  (to  which  his 
letter  of  Sept.  1 mainly  refers)  were  never  oalled  “ peal  ” 
but  white  trout,  while  young  salar  were  ns  universally 
designated  “ peal.” 

As  regards  tho  West  of  England  I do  not  “ think,”  but 
oan  vouoh  that  the  so-oallod  peal  there  aro  tho  son  trout 
of  Scotland,  and  whito  trout  of  Ireland.  In  Devonshire 
and  hero  (Hampshire)  they  aro  called  “salmon-peel” 
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and“poal”  by  different  people.  I think  most  Salmo- 
nidw  anglers  will  agree  with  me  that  from  its  form  and 
colouring  this  fish  ( Salmo  trutta)  can  neither  be  con- 
founded with  the  bull  trout  (Salmo  er  iox ) nor  with  the  king 
of  fishes,  salar  himself.  As  for  local  names,  de  gustibus, 
&c.—I  am,  faithfully  yours,  Black  Hackle. 


MINNOWS  AS  TROUT  FOOD. 

Dear  Sir,— I shall  gladly  meet  Mr.  Armistead’s  wish 
as  to  a further  discussion  of  the  minnow  question. — 
Faithfully  yours,  H.  R.  Francis. 

OCTOBER  BARBEL  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  coming  month  good  captures 
may  be  made  of  these  sport-giving  fish,  and  until  the 
frosty  nights,  which  usually  occur  towards  the  end  of 
October,  drives  Cyprinus  barbus  into  the  deeps  of  rivers 
to  hibernate  during  winter,  success  is  likely  to  reward 
the  angler  who  tries  for  them  when  the  weather  is  mild 
and  water  is  in  fisbable  condition. 

Barbel  are  essentially  plucky  fish,  and  when  hooked, 
fight  bravely  for  life  and  liberty.  The  powerful  tail, 
and  the  large  dorsal  fin,  which  they  can  erect  and  keep 
tense  by  means  of  its  strong  front  ray,  give  these  fish 
great  power  in  the  heavy  currents  they,  at  this  time  of 
year,  frequent,  and  as  the  front  of  this  bony  ray  is 
serrated  like  a fine  saw,  the  fish  use  it  as  a means  to 
sever  the  gut  when  they  make  their  javelin-like  darts 
down  into  the  depths  of  the  stream.  To  hook  and  play 
a five  or  six-pounder  in  the  swift  waters  of  a weir-pool 
is  an  experience  to  be  remembered,  its  impetuous  rushes 
and  persistent  “ boring  ” affording  sport  of  such  high 
quality,  that  Barbus  vulgaris  is  entitled  to  rank  among 
the  very  gamest  of  fresh-water  fish,  for  his  pluck  and 
tenacity  of  life  prolong  the  contest  far  beyond  the 
measure  of  any  other  fish  of  equal  weight,  the  .Thames 
trout  itself — only  perhaps — excepted. 

On  the  Thames  barbel  have  been  feeding  well  of  late, 
and  many  large  ones  have  been  captured.  Kingston, 
Sunbury,  Shepperton,  and  Penton  Hook  have  produced 
specimens  from  41b.  to  6lb.  each,  and  in  the  upper 
waters  from  Windsor  to  Wargrave,  and  Sonning  to  Pang- 
bourne,  barbel  of  81b.  and  91b.  have  made  their  capturers 
more  than  content.  Some  years  ago  at  Sonning,  a friend 
fishing  with  me  caught  one  there  of  111b.,  which  I lifted 
ashore  for  him  in  the  landing  net,  he  returning  the 
civility  by  landing  one  of  mine  weighing  9 Jib.  ; these 
were  caught  with  worm  from  the  bank,  many  of  the 
swims  not  requiring  the  use  of  a punt.  A barbel  of 
12£lb.  was  taken  the  20th  of  last  month  at  Newbury  on 
the  Kennet. 

I would  advise  anyone  going  to  angle  for  these  fish  to 
take  various  baits,  as  barbel  are  sometimes  capricious  in 
their  tastes,  at  one  time  feeding  well  to  worms,  or  taking 
gentles  (and  maybe  greaves)  in  preference  on  other 
occasions  ; but  few  baits  are  better  (as  a rule)  than  small 
lob- worms,  well  scoured  in  moss  to  toughen  and  make 
them  lively,  and  of  good  colour.  A deadly  bait  from  now 
and  through  October  is  a small  lampern,  or  a 
large  one  cut  into  short  lengths  of  an  inch  or 
a little  more.  I have  known  great  “ catches  ” 
of  barbel  to  have  been  made  at  Teddington  and 
other  places  with  lampern  bait,  by  fishing  with  it  on 
“ ledger  tackle.”  Another  method  is  float  fishing 
(Nottingham  style),  both  methods  having  their  votaries 
on  Thames  and  Trent,  rods  of  different  length  and 
calibre  being  required  for  each  kind  of  angling.  Fisher- 
men differ  as  to  the  most  attrac  tive  way  of  baiting  the 
hook  with  a worm  ; my  own  experience  is,  u’s  best  to  use 
a short  shank  No.  5 round  bend  hook,  and  to  put  its 
point  “ tenderly  ” through  a very  small  bit  of  the  worm, 
about  the  middle  of  its  length,  concealing  the  point  of 
the  hook.  This  method  injures  the  bait  but  little,  and 
allows  it  to  crawl  and  work  about  the  bottom  in  so  very 
tempting  a manner,  that  fish  can  seldom  resist  taking 
it.  The  old-fashioned  way  of  threading  a worm  through 
its  head  and  all  its  length  on  a long-shanked  hook, 
leaving  a bit  of  the  tail  hanging  over  beyond,  answers 
well  when  barbel  are  very  hungry  and  feeding 
ravenously  ; past  masters  in  the  art  of  angling — well 
known  to  me — bait  their  hooks  in  the  way  I have 
described. 

For  the  past  six  weeks  barbel  have  been  feeding  well, 
much  better  than  last  year  ; that  being  so,  I would  ask 
why  do  not  Thames  professional  fishermen  study  the 
regular  angling  habitue  of  the  liver,  and  thus  conserve 
their  own  interests  ? Why  are  those  disciples  of  Izaak 
Walton  who  delight  in  punt  fishing  in  a great  degree 
driven  away,  and  the  fishermen  generally,  complaining 
“ that  fish  are  plentiful,  and  the  prospects  of  sport 
good,  but  that  customers  are  few  and  far  between, 
days  and  days  sometimes  passing  without  the  sight  of 
a client.”  I think  the  following  narrative  of  facts  will 

a great  measure  explain  the  reason. 

Last  week  two  gentlemen  received  information  from 
an  up-Thames  hostelrie,  “ that  barbel  were  well  on  the 
feed,”  and  were  induced  thereby  to  go  and  fish  for 
them.  On  arriving,  they  found  a fisherman  with  his 
punt  awaiting  them  ; the  rods  and  lines  he  provided 
were  most  indifferent,  also  his  tackle  ; he  had  no  worms, 
although  they  were  going  ‘‘  barbelling  ” — only  gentles, 
and  but  two  or  three  small  balls  of  ground-bait.  Not  a 
barbel  was  captured,  but  might  have  been,  had  the 
attendant  moored  the  punt  iu  a “likely-looking”  and 
adjacent  swim.  No,  his  idea  was  to  fish  in  close 
proximity  to  the  inn,  so  as  to  be  handy  for  his  beer  ; 
but  he  charged  15s.  for  his  punt,  tackle,  and  attendance, 
plus  his  lunch,  &c.,  and  the  sport  consisted  of  a dozen 
dace  and  roach,  principally  undersized  fish. 

And  yet  fishermen  who  expect  to  earn  their  living  on 
the  river  say  they  are  more  often  unemployed  than  not, 
and  that  anglers  give  them  but  little  support.  Qa,n  this 


be  wondered  at  while  puntsmen’s  charges  oontinue  to  be 
so  exorbitant,  their  angling  appliances  (as  a rule)  so 
indifferent,  and  their  diligence  in  trying  to  find  sport  for 
their  patrons  loaves  so  much  to  be  desired. 

When  I began  to  fish  some  forty  and  more  years  ago, 
a punt,  with  capital  tackle,  good  store  of  various  baits, 
and  a hard  working  but  skilful  attendant,  could  be 
obtained  for  Gs.  Gd.  (and  a modest  lunch)  per  day 
— above  Henley  the  charge  was  rather  less ; now  it  is 
frequently  double  or  treble  that  sum.  Is  it  not.mainly 
the  fault  of  those  who  go  angling  but  occasionally, 
and  then  “ plunge  ” with  their  ready  money,  thus  spoil- 
ing the  fishermen,  and  driving  away  regular  patrons  of 
the  sport  ? 

The  time  may  come  again,  I hope,  when  by  moderate 
charges  the  Thames  professionals  will  ensure  constant 
employment,  and  like  “ the  jolly  young  waterman,  will 
never  be  short  of  a fare.” — I am,  &c., 

An  Old  Thames  Angler. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUREMENTS  OF  FISH- 
LARGE  IRISH  AND  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Sir,— In  order  that  the  statistics  which  you  are 
collecting  may  be  invested  with  their  true  value,  would 
it  not  be  as  well  if  some  uniform  system  were  adopted 
for  measuring  the  length  of  fish?  I think  it  will  be 
found,  on  investigation,  that  what  is  often  given  as  the 
length  of  a fish  is  the  result  of  a measurement  made 
over  the  curve  of  the  body,  which  would  add  con- 
siderably to  the  actual  length.  As  a case  in  point,  the 
large  pike  from  Lough  Conn,  which  I assisted  to 
measure  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  the  10th  inst., 
measured  45in.  in  actual  length,  and  4Gin.  when  the 
tape  was  placed  along  the  uppermost  side  of  the 
fish,  following  the  curve  of  the  body.  This,  to 
some  extent,  may  explain  apparent  discrepancies  in 
the  proportion  of  weight  to  length.  If  other  large  pike 
have  been  measured  over  the  body,  instead  of  the 
measure  being  laid  on  the  table  and  the  fish  then  placed 
upon  it,  it  follows  that  the  big  pike  from  Lough  Conn 
should  be  regarded  as  a 46in.  fish,  when  being  compared 
with  those  other  fish,  though  on  no  other  occasion. 

I see  it  argued  that  because  other  pike  gave  certain 
weights  for  certain  measurements,.  therefore  all  other 
pike  should  be  calculated  on  a similar  basis.  The 
Rapley  Lake  pike,  a cast  of  which  is  in  the  Piscatorial 
Salon,  is  cited  to  prove  that  the  Lough  Conn  pike  could 
not  have  weighed  371b.  (which  is  all  the  captor  claims  — 
not  37 Jib.)  because  it  was  both  longer  and  larger  in 
girth  than  the  Irish  fish  and  yet  weighed  a couple  of 
pounds  less.  But  no  proof  is  adduoed  why  all  fish,  no 
matter  from  what  water  they  come,  should  all  bo  treated 
by  the  same  rule.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
statistics  you  are  collecting  will  tend  to  prove  the 
contrary.  In  the  case  of  the  four  pike  cited  by  one  of 
your  correspondents,  the  proportion  of  weight  to  length 
bears  a similarity.  But  nothing  could  be  more  erroneous 
than  to  suppose  that  pike  from  Lough  Conn  are  to  be 
estimated  according  to  statistics  obtained  from  English 
pike.  The  museum  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  possesses  a 
stuffed  specimen  of  a Lough  Conn  pike  of  311b.,  and 
when  the  37-pounder  was  compared  with  this,  it  was 
easy  to  see  that  Mr.  Cockburn’s  fish  was  much  the 
heavier.  Comparison  with  the  Ripley  Lake  pike  is  out 
of  the  question.  The  great  girth  of  the  English  fish  is 
due  to  its  ungainly,  paunch-like  abdomen,  about  which, 
it  is  plain  to  see,  there  was  no  great  solidity,  and  the 
body  tapers  off  rapidly  towards  both  tail  and  the  head. 
The  remarkable  feature  of  the  371b.  Irish  pike,  which 
struck  everyone  at  the  first  glance,  was  the  way  the 
thickness  was  maintained  throughout  the  tail  half. 
The  skin,  down  to  the  very  root  of  the  tail,  appeared 
as  though  stuffed  to  bursting  point;  and  this  feature 
I have  noticed,  on  raro  occasions,  in  the  case  of 
pike  who  have  been  fortuitously  placed  in  the  shape  of 
food  supply.  Such  an  instance,  in  the  case  of  a small 
pike  of  GJlb.,  was  recorded  in  your  columns  of  1885  (I 
think)  in  the  course  of  an  account  of  the  fishing  in  Tor- 
cross  Ley.  At  the  [widest  part  the  371b.  fish  measured 
22jin.  in  girth,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  dorsal 
fin,  which  is  2in.  or  3in.  only  in  advance  of  the  vent,  it 
was  still  20 in.,  whilst  at  the  commencement  of  the  tail 
the  measurement  was  lOJin.  One  of  your  correspondents 
ventures  upon  the  statement,  that  “ its  thickness  was 
not  remarkable,”  which  is  a very  bad  shot,  for  it  was  a 
very  thick  fish  indeed,  the  remark  being  made  that  one 
could  walk  along  its  back,  which  one  certainly  could, 
for  though  the  fish  was  lying  upon  its  side,  and  so, 
through  compression,  lost  some  of  its  thickness,  it  still 
measured  a full  Sin.  through  the  body. 

It  may  be  asked,  what  does  it  matter  how  thick  a fi9h 
is?  It  matters  a very  great  deal,  and  the  fact  that 
some  fish  are  thick  and  some  “slab-sided,”  is  quite 
enough  to  account  for  apparent  discrepancies  in  weight. 
One  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  geometry  is  that  a 
perimeter  of  a given  length  encloses  the  largest  area 
when  it  is  in  the  shape  of  a circle.  Any  alteration 
from  this  figure  reduces  the  superficial  area.  The 
least  scientific  of  us  can  prove  this  for  himself  by 
taking  a ring  of  thin  wire  and  compressing  it  with 
the  finger  and  thumb.  The  enclosed  area  grows  less  and 
less  until,  when  the  ring  has  been  so  compressed 
that  it  forms  two  parallel  lines,  there  is  no  inter- 
vening space  to  all.  And  yet  it  is  the  same  ring, 
no  longer  and  no  shorter.  In  the  case  of  the  fish,  the 
skin  is  the  ring  ; and  the  fish  which  gives  the  greatest 
weight  for  the  size  of  its  skin  is  the  eel.  The  thickness 
of  the  fish,  as  distinguished  from  the  width,  is  what  is 
taken  least  notice  of  when  measurements  are  being 
made,  and  yet  it  is  of  the  first  importance,  for  it  is 
clear  that  half  an  inch,  say,  of  extra  thickness  opera- 
ting, as  it  does,  along  the  whole  length  of  the  fish,  musji 


add  to  the  weight  very  materially.  Thus  it  is  clear 
that  we  may  have  two  fish  of  precisely  the  same  length 
and  girth  and  yet  one  shall  weigh  some  pounds  mere 
than  the  other,  simply  because  its  shape  is  the  more 
cylindrical  of  the  two. 

The  tables  of  weights  and  lengths  of  fish  published  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  22nd  inst.  supply  one  with 
several  instances  of  discrepancy  between  weight  and 
measurement,  the  most  opposite  boing  the  ca3e  of  three 
pike.  One,  from  the  Hampshire  Avon,  measured  41Jin. 
and  weighed  20£lb.,  whilst  next  on  the  list  we  have 
another  pike  which  was  l£in.  less  in  length  but  weighed 
21b.  more.  Further  down  we  have  a pike  exactly  the 
same  length  as  the  22J-pounder,  but  weighing  191b.  only 
— a difference  of  3 Jib. 

Other  conditions  would  doubtless  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion, for  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  fish  are 
subjected  to  the  same  variations  that  other  animals  are, 
and  that  the  effects  of  age  acting  upon  the  density  of 
tissue,  size  of  bone  (that  great  factor  in  the  weight  of 
the  human  body),  &c.  But  of  these  matters  I have  no 
data  to  go  upon.  Pismuscator. 

P.S. — Here  are  the  particulars  of  alargedaoo  reoontly 
caught  in  the  River  Lark  : 

Weight.  Length.  Girth, 

lib.  4oz.  ...  12in.  ...  8in. 

The  dace  was  one  of  eleven,  weighing  131b.,  and  the 
majority  of  the  catch  i3  before  me  in  cases  as  I writo. 

Sept.  26,  1894.  

SOME  NOTES  ON  THAMES  AND  TRENT 
BARBELLING. 

Sir, — I will  endeavour  to  answer  Mr.  Coxon’s  letter 
in  last  week’s  Gazette  seriatim.  As  to  his  first  question, 
“ Has  ‘ M.  A.’  fished  the  Trent  in  recant  years,  and,  if  he 
has,  I should  like  to  know  where?”  I reply,  I have 
fished  the  Trent,  and  caught  barbel  in  it  in  recent 
years.  Mr.  Coxon  should  know  that  it  is  notcustomary, 
nor  is  it  policy,  for  anglers  to  point  out  the  precise  sp  ots 
in  which  they  make  successful  catches,  but  as  he  asserts 
that  I try  “ to  shuffle  out  of  a great  difficulty,”  I miy 
say  that  my  last  three  barbel,  weighing  close  on  12  b. 
(largest  51b.),  were  landed  not  six  miles  from  Dunham 
within  the  past  seven  days  (and  my  friend  had  one  over 
61b.),  and  from  a barbel  swim  of  which  Mr.  Coxon  is 
probably  unacquainted,  even  by  name.  Mr.  Coxon 
loses  sight  of  the  fact,  that  this  correspondence  has 
arisen  out  of  his  criticism  of  my  article  on  barbel 
fishing.  I said  in  effect  that  clear  runs  of  twenty  or 
thirty  yards  could  be  found  in  the  Trent.  Mr.  Coxon 
says,  “ This  is  not  so.” 

Now  he  appears  to  wish  to  air  his  superior  knowledge 
of  all  reaches  bar  three  for  sixty  miles  from  Barton  to 
Girton  Stakes,  and  states  that  he  thinks  he  knows  where 
the  swims  are,  and,  claiming  omniscence,  goes  on  further 
to  say:  “7  know  personally  that  ‘ M.  A.’  does  not.” 
Does  Mr.  Coxon  mean  to  assert  that  in  the  180  miles  of 
the  Trent,  the  only  fishable  water  is  the  sixty  miles 
mentioned  by  him  ? I could  taka  him  to  swims  which 
probably  he  has  never  seen ; yet  barbel  are  to  be  caught, 
and  when  I say  barbel  I mean  it,  and  not  pounders. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Coxon  s remark,  that  I coolly 
treated  your  readers  to  the  information  that  I live 
between  200  and  300  miles  from  the  Trent  banks,  this  is 
not  correct.  I do  not  reside  between  200  and  300  miles 
from  it.  What  I said  was,  that  I was  not  in  the  habit  of 
going  between  200  and  300  miles  to  fish  in  flannel  wesd. 
I was  born  and  lived  ten  or  twelve  years  near  the  banks 
of  the  Trent,  and  fished  every  hole  and  corner 
in  it  for  many  miles  nota  “ nook  and  corner,”  and  I,  too, 
think  I am  familiar  with  it.  Does  Mr.  Coxon  contend 
that,  because  1 reside  some  distance  from  its  banks, 
therefore  I cannot  know  the  rivor  P The  first  man  I.  wet 
on  the  Trent  banks  was  an  old  Trent  angler  who  had 
fished  the  Trent  year  by  year,  from  before  Mr.  Coxon 
was  born  to  the  present  time.  I at  once  asked  him, 
“ Are  there  any  swims  with  a clear  run  down  of,  say, 
twenty  or  thirty  yards  ? ” “ Plenty,  sir,  and  if  you  will 

come  with  me  I'll  take  you  to  a swim  not  half  a mile 
from  where  we  stand,  where  you  can  have  one  of  109 
yards  if  you  like  ; ” and,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Coxon’s 
contradiction,  I repoat,  there  are  many  swims  in  the 
Trent  which  may  be  successfully  fished  with  running 
tackle.  I do  not  say  that  the  river  is  free  from  weeds, 
far  from  it,  though  so  far  as  I can  recollet,  it  is  no  worse 
now  than  it  was  in  days  of  yore  when  I have  walked 
across  on  them. 

Mr.  Coxon,  later,  asks,  “ Has  ‘ M.  A.’  tested  the 
swims,  and  where?”  I have  tested  swim  alter  swim, 
in  field  after  field.  I have  spun  for  pike  until  I could 
spin  no  more,  deep  and  shallow,  far  and  near,  and  seen 
others  doing  ditto,  without  the  least  difficulty,  and  seen 
good  pike  taken  (two  over  101b  ).  I have  floated,  played 
out,  and  ledgered  for  hours,  with  the  tackle  an  i bait 
repeatedly  coming  out  clear  of  weeds,  but  never  any 
worth  speaking  of.  In  short,  I can  fish  for  bream, 
barbel,  chub  (and  especially  roach),  perch,  and  in  places 
dace,  with  little  or  no  trouble.  These  swims  are  all 
between  Barton  and  Girton  Stakes,  i.e.,  in  the  sixty  mues 
of  water  he  knows  so  well,  in  this  most  changing  and 
treacherous  river ; but  I am  afraid  h9  has  not  been  down 
in  these  parts,  but  drew  very  largely  on  his  imagination 
when  he  publicly  recommended  anglers  to  go  to  the 
Holme  Inn,  Sutton-on-Trent,  within  the  past  eighteea 
days,  to  be  made  comfortable  by  “ Old  Susan,”  when  the 
poor  old  lady  has  been  dead  and  buried  for  oertain  over 
twelve  years  ; the  landlord  is  a burly  Johnny,  and  Terry 
is  his  name.  Anglers  please  note. 

Lastly,  the  river  is  low  and  dead  ; but  all  this  might 
be  altered  in  twenty-four  hours  and  my  “ glowing 
account  ” tally  with  the  stream  once  more.— I am,  &o., 

M.  A. 
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REA  FISHING  AT  PHOWKLL  HAY. 

Dear  Hik, — Ah  tho  interest  in  Hoa  fishing  in  increasing 
amongst  anglers,  tho  following  account  of  tho  sport  I 
have  enjoyed  on  tlireo  visits  to  Pegwell  Bay  may  bo  of 
intoront  to  your  roadorH. 

On  tho  lilth  inst.,  throo  rods  took  in  two  hours  ton 
sooro  of  HhIi,  consisting  mostly  of  whiting,  and  ono 
codling  exceeding  41b. 

On  tho  ilOth,  wo  woro  not  qnito  so  sncoessful,  our 
catch  boing  sovon  and  a half  score. 

Yostorday,  two  rods  and  the  boatman,  Ashing  with  two 
hand  lines,  seonred  fourteen  sooro  of  fish  in  throo  hours, 
twelve  soore  of  whiting  and  two  soore  of  dabs,  and  a 
solitary  gurnet.  The  rods  soourod  about  eleven  soore 
out  of  the  fourteen. 

As  nearly  every  angler  has  his  own  ideas  of  a proper 
equipment  for  boat  fishing,  tho  following  is  the  result  of 
my  experience. 

The  rod  should  be  of  the  stiffest  possible  oharaoter, 
fitted  with  large  rings  and  a Scarborough  top,  not 
longer  than  7ft. , plaited  tanned  hemp  running  line, 
plain  twisted  gut  traoe,  hooks  on  twisted  gut,  and  a 
4in.  Nottingham  reel. 

For  whiting  fishing,  1/0  Limerick  hooks,  or  even  a 
size  smaller,  are  the  most  killing.  For  codling,  2/0  or 
3/0  size  should  be  used. 

The  rod  I use  was  specially  made  for  me  by  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Peek  of  greenheart.  It  has  given  me  the 
greatest  satisfaction,  and  is  the  envy  of  all  the  amateur 
fishermen  with  whom  I have  come  in  oontaot,  and  I can 
confidently  reoommend  them  for  a cheap  and  reliable 
outfit  for  sea  fishing.  With  this  rod,  I landed  six  score 
of  fish  in  less  than  three  hours. — I am,  &c., 

Deal.  Geo.  F.  Church. 


SPORT  AT  FAIRFORD  AND  BIBURY. 

Dear  Sir, — I should  have  thought  that  tho  cheerful 
and  graphic  artiole  of  “ Lock  o’  the  Woods,”  “ On  the 
Coin  in  June,”  in  your  issue  of  the  8th  inst.,  would  have 
dispelled  the  slight  shadow  cast  on  by  Cotswold  Isys’ 
woeful  experience  on  this  stream  in  the  early  weeks  of 
May ; more  particularly  considering  the  somewhat 
laudatory  remarks  of  “ Lock’s  ” on  the  Bibury  water,  and 
its  proprietor.  I observe  that  Cotswold  Isys  did  not 
say  a word  against  the  Bibury  water  not  being  well 
stocked,  and  as  it  is  well  stocked  to  my  own  knowledge, 

I do  not  think  even  if  it  was  hard  whipped  that  it 
would  do  it  much  harm.  As  a matter  of  fact,  Isys 
fell  into  a slight  error  here,  as  I believe  the  proprietor 
never  allows  more  than  three  or  four  rods  on  the  water 
at  a time.  With  regard  to  Coin  Rogers’  sarcasms 
about  the  Fairford  dry-fly  men’s  Olive  Duns,  our  Red 
Quill  Gnats,  and  our  Ogden’s  Fancy  or  Red  Spinners, 
we  can  at  times  fill  our  creels  with  these  flies  and  are 
happy ; we  also  at  times  use  successfully  the  homely 
March  Brown  and  Alder. — Your  truly,  Olive  Dun. 

SPORT  AT  GREAT  PAXTON. 

Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  I have  just  returned  from 
a short  holiday  spent  at  Great  Paxton,  St.  Neots,  where 
we  stayed  with  Mr.  Ducker,  and  were  most  comfortable, 
thanks  to  the  good  care  of  Mrs.  Ducker,  who  does  her 
best  to  make  visitors  thoroughly  at  home.  Brother 
anglers  who  may  feel  inclined  to  try  this  part  of  the 
Ouse — which  I oan  from  my  own  observation  assure 
them  abounds  with  fish— could  not  do  better  than  write 
to  Mr.  Ducker,  who  is  a keen  fisherman  and  knows  every 
inch  of  the  water. — I am,  &c.,  William  Palmer. 

A FISHERMAN’S  PARADISE. 

Sir, — I am  just  concluding  a third  visit  to  this  locality, 
and  am  surprised  to  find  how  little  its  splendid  lakes  are 
known  to  trout  and  pike  anglers. 

In  Lough  Mask  and  the  Upper  Mask  large  pike  and 
trout  abound,  the  former  being  frequently  taken  up  to 
101b.  and  111b.  weight.  But  men  who  make  pike  fishing 
their  hobby  will  find  their  paradise  in  Lough  Nafooey, 
which  is  within  nice  driving  distance  of  this  little  village. 
Nafooey  is  literally  thick  with  pike,  which  give  almost 
the  play  of  salmon,  and,  in  addition,  contains  a few  very 
large  trout ; and  it  seems  scarcely  credible  that  only 
three  or  four  rods  have  fished  this  three  square  miles  of 
water  during  the  last  twelve  months.  It  is  quite  free 
to  anybody,  and  the  charge  for  a good  boat  and  two  men 
is  only  6s.  per  day. 

The  best  bait  is  the  scaled  silver  spoon,  with  or 
without  tassel,  the  larger  the  better. 

As  an  old  pike  fisher,  I am  confident  that  my  fellows 
will  never  regret  a trial  of  these  waters,  and  I am 
authorised  to  state  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Joyce,  J.P.,  of 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  anyone 
with  information  relating  to  the  endless  fishing  which 
may  be  obtained  here.  Clonbur,  I may  mention,  is  near 
Ballinrobe  Station,  which  in  turn  is  only  four  and  three- 
quarter  hours’  rail  from  Dublin. 

In  parenthesis,  I would  suggest  that  those  who  are 
fond  of  shooting  (grouse,  hares,  partridges,  woodcock, 
snipe,  duck,  &c.)  should  bring  their  guns  with  them,  as 
there  is  good  sport  of  this  description  free  of  charge. — 
I am,  &c.,  Herbert  Allen. 

Clonbur,  co.  Galway.  ___ 

UNGENTLEMANLY  ANGLERS. 

Sir,— Oar  delegate  to  tho  Anglers’  Association  re- 
ported at  our  weekly  meeting  that  complaints  had  been 
made  with  regard  to  anglers  plucking  flowers  at  Langley 
Station  on  Sept.  2.  Nowit  isonly  fair  to  point  out  that 
although  members  of  the  association  only  are  entitled  to 
fish  tho  canal,  there  is  not  quite  as  much  supervision 
in  that  respect  as  there  might  be,  and  I strongly  suspect 
that  those  who  angle  in  tho  waters  aro  not  all  members. 
Tho  Groat  Western  Company  threaten  that  tho  privilege 
tickets  to  Langley  shall  be  withdrawn  if  there  are  any 


furthor  complaints.  On  the  day  in  question  our  olub, 
with  two  othors,  fished  tho  water,  and  I cannot  help 
thinking  that  when  there  is  likely  to  ho  a large  number 
of  anglers  at  ono  station  some  arrangements  should  be 
made  to  appoint  stowardH  to  provont  such  conduct  as 
tho  above.  It  iH  a pity  that  hard-working  men  should 
havo  their  health-giving  sport  jeopardised.  The  canal 
at  Langley  affords  a cheap  run  out  to  a really  good 
fishery,  and  secretaries  should  impress  upon  their 
members  the  Rreat  importance  of  quiet  and  orderly 
behaviour. — Yours  truly, 

A.  J.  Marriott  (Waltonian  Angling  Society). 


SENDING  LIVE  FISH  BY  TRAIN  WITHOUT 
WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  just  received  a wooden  box  con- 
taining three  very  nice  tench  (about  1ft.  long).  They 
were  paoked  in  grass,  and  although  they  were  driven 
several  miles  to  the  station  in  Somerset,  and  came 
thence  by  train,  they  arrived  perfectly  fresh.  I un- 
packed them  and  plaoed  them  in  my  aquarium,  and  they 
wore  as  lively  as  ever,  and  evidently  did  not  suffer  from 
their  eight  hours’  absenoe  from  the  water. 

Plymouth.  ____  W.  Hearder. 

DEFORMED  TROUT. 

Sir, — I have  had  one  or  two  pollack  very  much  like 
the  sketch  you  gave  last  week,  but  have  not  seen  a 
trout  like  it,  but  I presume  the  same  oause  that  deprived 
tho  trout  of  the  part  of  its  snout  would  be  identical  with 
the  cause  in  the  pollack. — I am,  &c.,  W.  Hearder. 


THE  PIKE  AMONGST  THE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — An  incident  this  week  shows  the  amount 
of  mischief  that  may  be  done  by  pike  among  the  trout. 
H.  Rockell,  punting  down  the  river  one  day  this  week — 
preceded  by  W.  Lloyd — picked  up  an  expiring  trout 
from  the  water,  evidently  struck  by  a pike,  and  probably 
oaused  to  let  it  go  by  the  first  punt  mentioned.  I 
measured  the  trout,  it  was  13in.  long. 

The  teeth  marks  were  visible  (on  both  sides)  at  two 
distinct  plaoes,  showing  the  shape  of  the  pike’s  mouth — 
first  near  the  tail,  and  again  at  the  shoulder — the  teeth 
having  nearly  pierced  through  from  side  to  side.  I 
should  like  to  get  this  “ gentleman  jack  ” on  my 
favourite  snap. — Yours  faithfully,  C.  L.  Mathews. 

The  Ship,  Marlow.  ___— 

DOG-FISH  AND  SHARKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  issue  a letter  was  published 
with  reference  to  sea-fishing  off  Falmouth,  the  writer  of 
which  seems  to  have  a very  confused  notion  of  what  fish 
he  was  catching.  The  large  shark  which,  in  spite  of  its 
horrible  effluvium  (which  he  did  not  mention),  gave  its 
captor  so  much  delight  was  simply  a blue  shark 
( Carcharias  glaucus ),  very  common  on  our  south-west 
coast  at  this  season. 

The  other  fish  were  respectively  the  tope  ( Squalus 
galens)  and  the  piked  dog  ( Squalus  acanthias ),  so  far  at 
least  as  one  can  identify  them  by  the  description  given. 

“ A dog-fish  shaped  like  a shark,  with  its  mouth  where 
its  throat  should  be.”  Did  ever  anyone  word  a descrip- 
tion more  ingenuously  ? or  can  your  correspondent  be 
aware  that  the  sharks,  dog-fish,  and  rays,  belong  to  one 
and  the  same  family. — Yours  truly,  Yum  Yum. 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  CAN  CHE,  NEAR 
BOULOGNE,  FRANCE. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  M.  E.  Soubitez,  who  wrote  about 
this  river  in  April  of  last  year  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
kindly  state  what  months  are  best  for  bull  trout,  and 
best  part  of  the  river  to  fish  for  them ; also  what  other 
fish  can  be  got  in  the  river  ? Any  details,  in  fact,  would 
oblige.  Has  the  fishing  to  be  paid  for,  &c.  ? What 
flies? — I am,  yours  truly,  “ Bull  Trout.” 


SEA  FISHING  AT  DOVER. 

Sir, — On  Tuesday,  Sept.  18, 1 had  three  hours’  fishing 
in  a boat  off  Shakespeare  Cliff  with  the  noted  fisherman 
B.  Pilcher,  using  a jack  rod  and  twisted  gut  paternoster. 
The  fish  I caught  weighed  401b.  after  being  oleaned. 
Amongst  them  was  a conger  weighing  over  81b.,  small 
cod  from  2£lb.  to  51b.,  one  white  mullet,  one  sea  tench, 
the  remainder  large  pouting. — I am,  &o.,  R.  B.  H. 


CATCHING  GAME  BY  ELECTRICITY. 

Suggested  as  an  addition  to  the  Travels  of 
Baron  Munchausen. 

I was  rather  surprised  the  other  day  to  read  that  it 
was  looked  upon  as  a novelty  to  use  an  electric  lamp 
under  water  to  attraot  fishes  within  a net.  Of  oourse 
the  idea  is  as  ancient  as  the  hills,  for  it  has  long  been 
notorious  that  moths  will  flutter  round  a candle,  and 
that  sea-gulls  beat  themselves  against  the  glass  of  the 
lantern  of  a lighthouse. 

But  as  regards  M.  Trouve’s  piscatorial  notion,  I may 
claim  to  have  anticipated  him  in  utilising  the  eleotrio 
light  for  purposes  of  catching  food. 

For  many  years,  when  in  search  of  adventure,  I had 
sought  excitement  in  the  battle  field.  I took  part  in 
the  charge  of  the  Light  Brigade,  in  a chimney-pot  hat 
and  black  frock  coat,  as  an  outsider,  in  order  to  find 
interesting  occupation.  Kinglake  and  other  historians 
have  omitted  to  record  this  fact  of  a civilian  having 
charged,  but  then  historians  are  not  immaculate,  as  note 
Lord  Maoaulay,  who,  in  abusing  Claverhonse,  other- 
wise known  as  Bonnie  Dundee,  did  not  trouble  to 
ascertain  if  his  namo  was  John  or  James.  I also  assisted 
at  the  relief  of  Lucknow,  took  part  in  tho  Carlist 
campaign  in  Spain,  was  inside  Paris  and  assisted  to 
work  the  batteries  during  the  Franco- Prussian  war,  and 
finally  helped  Osman  Pasha  to  defend  Plevna. 


After  that,  feeling  somewhat  tired  of  warfare,  and 
not  caring  to  adopt  tho  mild  military  experiences  of  my 
British  compatriots  in  having  Little  rumpusses  with 
niggers,  I devoted  myself  to  the  hunting  of  animals  in 
America,  and  at  the  same  time  dabbled  a little  in  elec- 
tricity. I invented  a primary  battery — I have  been 
told  that  other  people  have  done  tho  same — and  I 
believe  in  it  thoroughly.  Any  capitalist  who  will  do  the 
same,  that  is,  believe  in  it,  oan  have  the  seorot  for 
.£200,000.  I havo  not  patented  the  invention,  having  at 
tho  time  preferred  to  keep  the  nature  of  the  invention  a 
secret,  bat  I have  no  doubt  that  tho  present  mention  of 
the  fact,  whioh  has  not  beon  published  before,  owing  to 
my  modesty,  will  bring  mo  some  offers. 

My  belief  in  my  invention  was  not  without  grounds,  as 
it  (the  invention,  not  the  belief)  served  to  keep  me  from 
starvation.  My  battery  only  oocupied  a space  of  two 
cubic  inches.  It  was  capable  of  furnishing  current  for 
a 16  c.p.  glow  lamp  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  a bit 
after  that.  Nothing  so  efficient  had  been  ever  heard  of, 
and  I confess  to  the  weakness  that  I treasured  it  as  if  it 
had  been  a child.  This  was  in  the  year  1886.  I had 
bought  a 16  c.p.  glow  lamp  at  a high  price.  The  thing 
was  then  a monopoly,  though  I could  have  invented  a 
better  lamp  without  infringing  the  patent.  But,  being 
a generous  man,  I did  not  care  to  take  the  bread  out  of 
the  mouth  of  anybody  else. 

As  I have  said,  I treasured  my  battery,  and  rather 
absurdly,  possibly,  I always  kept  it  and  my  purchased 
lamp  on  my  person.  Lucky  it  was  that  I did  so. 

I was  in  the  district  of  Fort  York  on  Hudson’s  Bay, 
in  the  woods  with  two  Canadian  Indian  guides.  We  had 
seen  game,  but  been  unable  to  come  within  gunshot. 
We  were  two  days’  distance  from  the  nearest  dwelling, 
and  my  guides  carried  the  ammunition.  At  nightfall, 
tired  out  and  starving,  we  had  missed  our  way,  and  I sat 
down  while  my  guides  went  on  to  see  if  they  could  find 
a track.  Time  went  on  and  they  did  not  return.  I had 
only  my  pipe,  tobacco,  and  matches,  my  battery,  the 
lamp,  and  a gun  without  ammunition. 

Suddenly  an  idea  came  into  my  head. 

There  was  an  open  space  in  front  of  me  ; it  was  dark 
and  bitterly  cold.  I connected  the  lamp  with  my 
battery,  placed  them  in  the  open  space  and  retired. 
Presently  a hare,  attracted  by  the  unusual  light,  ap- 
proached ; but  what  could  I do  ? I could  not  shoot  him, 
and  I could  not  catch  him,  owing  to  want  of  swiftness 
in  my  legs.  But  presently  a marvellous  sight  was  seen. 
Other  hares  appeared,  equally  attracted,  as  did  all  sorts 
of  rare  furred  animals.  They  sat  and  looked,  and  as 
they  looked  the  light  dazzled  them.  My  battery  was 
so  good  that  it  enabled  the  16  c.p.  lamp  to  yield 
2000  c.p. 

The  dazzlement  continued.  The  animals  still  kept  on 
staring,  and  the  tears  came  into  their  eyes.  As  I have 
said,  it  was  bitterly  cold — by  this  time  about  200 
degrees  below  freezing  point.  The  animals  wept,  and 
as  the  salt  water  fell  it  froze  into  icicles.  The  icicles 
fixed  them  by  the  eyes  to  the  ground,  and  I,  though 
astonished  at  the  sight,  went  and  broke  two  icioles, 
killed  one  hare,  lighted  a fire,  and  enjoyed  a hearty 
supper. 

The  next  morning,  when  my  guides  returned  almost 
dead  with  want  of  food,  I revived  them  with  a part  of 
the  hare,  and  we  collected  413  wild  animals,  fixed  to  the 
ground  by  their  tears,  the  most  of  them  having  skins  of 
the  highest  value. 

I cleared  ,£1564  on  the  night’s  work,  and  came  home 
to  England.  The  money  has  gone  now,  but,  being  in 
the  sere  and  yellow  leaf,  and  unable  to  repeat  the 
experiment  myself,  I offer  my  experiences  to  any  enter- 
prising young  electrician  who  cannot  find  soope  for  his 
abilities  in  this  country. — Electricity. 


WHAT’S  IN  A NAME? 

Colonel  Frank  Bradley  went  into  a well-known 
restaurant  the  other  day,  says  the  Cincinnati  Times- 
Star,  when,  looking  over  the  menu  card,  his  eye  fell 
on  “ Puree  tomato  a la  St.  Julien.”  With  the  air  of  a 
learned  professor  of  the  ancient  Celtio  language,  he 
looked  up  at  the  beclouded  waiter  and  solemnly  said, 
“ Puray  tomato  St.  Julien.” 

11  Yes,  sah,”  answered  the  gentleman  of  the  claw- 
hammer coat  and  white  gloves,  and  presently  he  oame 
baok  with  some  blood-ooloured  fluid  and  set  it  down 
before  the  hungry  broker. 

“What’s  this  you  got  here,  son?”  asked  the 
broker. 

“ Tomato  soup  ; what  you  o’de’d.” 

“ No,  I didn’t  order  tomato  soup.  I ordered  * puray 
tomato  St.  Julien.’  You  take  this  back  and  get  me 
what  I ordered.  I don’t  want  any  of  your  low-down 
English  dishes.  I only  eat  in  French,  sir.  If  you  are 
going  to  put  on  lugs  in  this  hash  house  and  print  in 
French,  then  by  the  Apostle  Paul  I shall  no  longer  eat 
in  English.  My  eyes  and  ears  and  palate  all  belong  to 
the  same  person,  and  they  are  attuned  to  oach  other. 
You  don’t  palm  off  on  me  any  red  liquid  like  that  and 
make  me  believe  it  has  been  garnished  and  seasoned 
with  puray  tomato  a la  St.  Julien  or  St.  Julia  or  St. 
Peter,  either.  You’ve  got  to  sling  a few  faux  pas,  a 
felo  de  se  or  two,  and  three  or  four  femmes  de  chambre 
before  my  palate  oan  put  up  with  it.  Yon  see  there  is 
a telegraphic  connection  between  my  eyes  and  my  palate. 
You  go  and  get  mo  some  puray  il  la  the  Bourse  and 
Champs  Elysees  et  tomatoes  and  sauer  kraut,  or  I’ll  out 
you  off — cut  you  off  without  a tip.” 

“ Yes,  sah,”  answered  the  waiter,  tho  oornors  of  his 
mouth  having  joined  tho  back  of  his  head,  "dat’s  jos’ 
what  I tolo  de  boss  would  happen  if  lie  didn’t  done  lot 
dem  Fronch  ontanglomonts  alone.  1 told  him  dar  would 
be  a resurroction  lieah,” 
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NOTICE.  

HE  Pishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Pishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

cmmunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notioe,  Books  for  Review,  &o., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

arrespondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

Terms  of  Bubsorlptlon. 

he  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

3i  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland 10s.  6d. 

, Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

, Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

3 America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Advertisements! 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 

•essed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

unstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Telegraphio  Address— " RIVBAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


with  which  is  incorporated 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  6th,  1894. 


AN  AMERICAN  “ FLY  FISHERS’ 
CLUB.” 

We  are  very  glad  indeed  to  learn  from  a private 
tter  just  to  hand  from  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney 
iat  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  formation  (on 
ie  lines,  as  he  says,  of  the  London  Fly  Fishers’ 
dub)  of  an  American  Fly  Fishers’  Club.  The 
iitor  of  Forest  and  Stream  is,  in  conjunction 
'ith  Mr.  Cheney,  taking  the  matter  up  warmly; 
Iso  Mr.  George  B.  Grinnel),  President  of  the 
'orest  and  Stream  Publishing  Co. ; and  that  well- 
nown  Canadian  angler,  Dr.  Drummond,  of  Mon- 
real,  president  of  the  St.  Maurice  club. 

The  outcome  of  the  movement  will,  we  hope,  be 
ie  formation  of  a strong  American  and  Canadian 
ly  Fishers’  Club.  There  is  a splendid  opening 
3T  it,  and,  seeing  that  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney  has 
ie  matter  at  heart,  we  feel  certain  that  it  will 
e supported  by  the  best  fly-fishers,  both  in  the 
tates  and  in  Canada. 


A DAY  IN  THE  BORDERLAND. 


Bv  Alfred  Burden. 

To  a west-country  fly-fisher,  accustomed  to 
the  difficulties  arising  from  superabundant  over- 
growth, high,  rocky,  overhanging  banks,  and 
frequent  unexpected  pollutions,  the  change  to  the 
beautiful  moorland  rivers  of  the  Borderland  is  a 
blessing  which  cannot  be  adequately  expressed. 
A relative  of  mine  who  thinks  the  misery  of  the 
said  difficulties  slightly  overbalances  the  pleasure 
of  the  sport,  and  who  says  he  had  to  go  without 
his  luncheon  down  West  because  he  couldn’t  find 
a place  to  sit  down  in,  with  justifiable  pride  took 
me  recently  to  a well-known  Borderland  river 
while  the  “ whiting  ” and  sea  trout  were  running, 
and  told  me  that  if  the  water  and  the  weather 
permitted,  as  our  friends  of  otter  hunting  pro- 
clivities say,  we  should  have  some  sport. 

The  first  sight  of  the  river,  on  getting  out  at 
the  nearest  railway  station,  was  most  assuring. 
So  far,  I agreed,  with  inherent  fisherman’s  pre- 
judice, so  good;  but — (why  can’t  we  accept  what 
is  given  us  without  “buts”  and  “ifs,”  and  be 
thankful?) — but  how  is  the  wind?  Well,  that 
too  is  right,  what  there  is  of  it,  so  we  drank 
health  to  men  and  death  to  fishes.  Over  the 
necessary,  a friend  who  was  with  us,  and  who 
preferred  to  gillie,  proposed,  with  absorbing 
pathos — 

“ Mair  fish  and  less  fash, 

Nae  lees  and  nae  dash.” 

We  went  with  him  in  the  fish  and  fash  (trouble), 
but  the  lees  (lies)  and  the  clash  (tale-telling) 
were  matters  of  insufficient  moment  to  us,  real 
old-fashioned  fishermen,  who  used  to  detail  our 
experiences  to  suit  the  palate  of  the  listeners. 

Almost  at  the  first  cast  I got  a whiting,  a game 
little  fellow  of  nearly  ^lb.,  and  we  thought  we 
were  in  for  something  good.  So  we  were,  but 
not  just  yet.  This  whiting  was  apparently  the 
last  of  the  early-risers,  and  not  the.  first  of  the 
day-feeding  fish.  Three  years  ago  on  Jan.  1,  I 
got  in  a right  and  left  at  woodcock,  and  I thought 
at  that  time,  too,  I was  in  for  a good  thing;  but, 
like  a rare  hand  of  whist  to  commence  with,  it 
was  too  good  to  last,  and  then,  as  now,  there  was 
a big  lull  in  the  sport. 

By-and-by  we  came  across  a gentleman  who 
was  cultivating  athletic  development  with  a 
wheelbarrow  of  turnips,  and  he  invited  us  into 
his  house.  I don’t  think  I shall  soon  forget  him. 
He  was  fond  of  riverside  seclusion,  he  said,  but 
if  he  had  known  what  a death-blow  to  his  tenets 
his  kind  invitation  to  us  effected,  probably  with 
Levitic  intent  he  would  have  passed  by  us  on  the 
other  side. 

However,  he  did  nothing  of  the  kind,  but  with 
true  northern  hospitality,  heartily  begged  us  to 
see  the  companions  of  his  solitude.  Half  a dozen 
rods,  permanently  fitted,  a harp,  a couple  of 
priceless  violins,  and  a piano  were,  it  was  clear  to 
us  from  his  descriptions,  friends,  real  friends, 
whose  society  he  preferred  to  that  of  all  the 
proximate  humans.  He  had  somebody  over  the 
sea,  he  told  us,  a dear  relation  whose  photograph 
held  the  chiefest  place  on  his  little  table  of 
varieties,  and  whom  he  spoke  of  between  the 
descriptions  of  his  lifeless  companions  with 
sincere  affection  as  “my  son.”  And  there  was  a 
photograph  with  black  crape  round  it,  in  the 
middle,  over  the  mantel-shelf,  of  which  neither 
of  us  spoke.  But  this  is  not  fishing,  it  is  idling, 
and  my  readers  must  forgive  me.  Nevertheless, 
it  was  a quarter  of  an  hour  well  passed. 

The  local  patterns  of  flies  differ  from  the  quiet 
and  colourless  lures  of  the  west  country ; and 
peacock,  gold  and  silver  twist,  woodcock,  jay,  and 
golden  pheasant  were  in  greater  demand  than 
hare’s  flax  or  blue  hackle.  And  they  were  right. 
Reader,  never  press  on  your  local  opinions  too 
strongly  out  of  your  own  neighbourhood,  or  you 
will  be  met,  perhaps,  as  we  were,  with  “ Well, 
they’re  nae  bad  maybe  wi’  ye,  but  what  do  they 
catch  ? ” So  we  put  up  the  gaudier  sort,  and  had 
no  reason  to  regret  it. 

About  midday  the  rise  began.  Fish  came  short 
at  first,  and  we  had  more  disappointments  than 
successes.  A “ burn  ” trout  took  well  and  was 
a herald  of  better  times.  Then  B.  got  a whiting, 
and  duly  put  in  another  twenty  minutes  at  the 
same  place  trying  for  its  relations  and  friends. 
Little  could  be  done  without  wading,  and  this 
river  is  not  easily  waded,  owing  to  the  sharp, 
slippery  rocks  and  the  deep  pools.  Quite  enough 


of  it,  however,  was  available  with  ordinary  stock- 
ings, and  we  both  enjoyed  the  pleasant  change  of 
fishing  with  10ft.  fly  rods.  The  water  was 
splendid,  and  the  breeze  permitted  us  to  fish  the 
tail  shallows  where  whiting  love  to  congregate. 

Every  now  and  then  we  rose  and  hooked  a fish, 
and  with  our  short  rods  and  long  lines  it  was  not 
always  odds  on  the  rods.  If  the  fish  meant  it,  of 
course  the  balance  was  against  them,  but  even 
then  they  fought  so  strongly,  more  strongly, 
perhaps,  than  anything  of  the  size  that  swims, 
that  even  if  they  were  well  hooked,  their  leaps 
and  rushes  would  occasionally  gain  them  a well 
deserved  victory.  We  were  fishing  with  a very 
fine  stained  three  yards  cast,  a Devon  trout 
collar,  and  a bigger  fish  than  ordinary  made  us 
anxious  for  its  strength. 

Once  I got  hold  of  a sea  trout,  and  a real  battle 
began.  With  pardonable  inconsistency  I blamed 
myself  for  using  such  fine  gear,  as  he  leaped  and 
rushed  beautifully.  By-and-by  he  quieted  down, 
and  I was  able  to  get  back  a few  yards  of  line 
But  he  was  only  getting  his  breath,  for  the  next 
minute  or  two  were  as  merry  as  the  commence- 
ment. What  a capital  time  he  gave  me.  However, 
he  was  reduced  to  obedience  in  time,  and  had  to 
submit  to  be  ignominiously  ladled  out  by  my 
quondam  gillie.  He  was  slightly  river-marked, 
but  was  a lumpy,  broad  fish  of  2flb. 

This  was  the  only  sea  trout  we  got,  and  a grilse 
we  hardly  expected ; but  we  had  enough  fun  with 
the  whitiDg,  considering  all  things,  for  the  run 
was  nearly  over,  and,  in  fact,  we  hardly  expected 
as  many  as  we  had. 

Game  little  fish  are  these,  and  their  qualities 
are  not  exhausted  when  they  are  basketed.  More 
delicious  fish  cannot  well  be  brought  to  table. 
Sixteen  “whitings,”  some  yellow  trout,  biggest 
fib.,  and  a sea  trout,  make  up  a creel  not  to  be 
despised,  and  the  additions  of  exquisite  moor- 
land, pastoral,  and  woodland  scenery  ; glimpses 
every  now  and  then  of  interesting  reminders  of 
old  Borderland  feuds,  and  inhalations  of  pure 
bracing  air  were,  as  has  been  hinted  at,  glorious 
changes  from  the  more  enervating  south-western 
climate,  and  the  more  attractive,  possibly,  but 
more  tiring  banks. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 


When  travelling  on  the  Continent  how  fre- 
quently one  meets  with  fellow  countrymen  who 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  enjoy  a few  days’  good 
trout  fishing  if  they  only  knew  where  to  get  it ! 

We  know  considerably  less  of  German  rivers 
than  we  do  of  those  of  Norway  and  Sweden, 
although  most  of  the  former  are  within  a twenty- 
four  hours’  journey  of  London — in  fact,  no  further 
than  many  parts  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  and  no  one 
who  has  tried  both  will  deny  that  living  in  German 
provincial  hotels  is  both  better  and  cheaper  than 
in  similar  quarters  at  home,  and  if  one  knows 
where  to  go  the  sport  will  probably  be  better 
than  anywhere  in  the  United  Kingdom,  except- 
ing private  waters.  Englishmen  seldom  visit 
Germany  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fishing,  but 
generally  try  to  combine  it  with  sight-seeing  or 
taking  a cure  at  some  bathing  place.  With  such 
limited  opportunities,  it  is  hardly  surprising  that 
the  majority  are  disappointed,  and  return  home 
with  very  poor  accounts  of  the  fishing.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  know  scarcely  anything  of 
Germany  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  yet  it 
contains  some  of  the  finest  trout  rivers  it  Europe. 
Take  the  journey  from  Frankfort-a.-M.  to  Berlin; 
many  good  rivers  are  crossed,  but  no  Englishmen 
ever  fish  them,  because  they  are  unknown,  and 
there  is  nothing  else  to  induce  them  to  break  the 
journey.  The  Bad  Boll  Club  will  supply  a long 
felt  want,  and  I sincerely  hope  it  will  meet  with 
the  success  it  deserves.  As  1 have  no  interest  in 
the  club,  and  do  not  expect  to  visit  the  place 
again,  having  fishing  of  my  own  in  another  part 
of  Germany,  I should  like  to  give  my  experiences 
of  the  River  Wutach,  in  case  they  may  induce 
others  to  go  there.  I only  fished  the  water  above 
the  hotel,  which  had  not  then  recovered  from  the 
pollution  of  a few  years  before  (but  is  now 
probably  as  good  as  ever),  and  about  three  miles 
of  water  below  the  hotel.  The  river,  which  runs 
through  a deep  gorge  with  thickly-wooded  slopes, 
reminded  me  forcibly  of  some  of  our  North 
Country  and  Scotch  streams,  being  a succession 
of  long  shallows  and  rapids,  terminating  in 
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beautiful  still,  deep  pools.  A 10ft.  rod  will  fish 
all  tho  wator,  and  I found  a landing  net  almost 
superfluous,  as  there  is  nearly  always  a nice 
shingly  beach  on  which  a fish  may  ho  slowly 
drawn,  and  1 found  that  vory  few  were  lost  after 
a littlo  practice.  Fishing  tho  likely  spots  up 
stream  with  two  (lies  I found  to  be  the  most 
useful  method.  Fish  would  take  the  floating  fly  in 
the  deep  water,  hut  it  seemed  to  he  giving  oneself 
perfectly  unnecessary  trouble.  Like  most  of  this 
class  of  river,  it  would  probably  fish  best  from 
the  middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  June.  I 
visited  Bad  Boll  under  the  worst  possible  condi- 
tions, viz.,  tho  last  week  of  July,  1892,  towards 
the  end  of  the  celebrated  “ heat  wave  ” of  that 
year ; fishing  was  quite  useless,  except  during  the 
early  morning  (which  I only  tried  twice)  and  for 
an  hour  or  two  in  the  evening.  As  1 lay  no  claim 
to  being  an  adept,  and  am  lazy  and  easily  satisfied 
with  a few  decent  fish,  the  results  I obtained  will 
show  what  the  average  angler  may  expect  under 
similar  adverse  circumstances.  My  bag  consisted 
of  sixty-five  trout  and  seven  grayling,  only  two 
fish  worth  weighing,  viz.,  21b.  loz.  and  lib.  12oz., 
both  nice  conditioned  trout.  Among  the  re- 
mainder were  a good  average  of  fish  from  fib.  to 
lflb.  As  is  always  the  case  in  low,  bright 
water,  a large  number  of  small  fry  had  to  be 
returned,  and  they  were  often  a great  nuisance, 
spoiling  the  pools  where  one  ought  to  have  got 
better  fish.  I found  the  following  flies  most 
useful : 1,  Hambro’s  Sedge,  tied  rough  ; 2,  Wick- 
ham ; 3,  March  Brown. 

My  experience  of  German  rivers,  which  is 
somewhat  extensive,  inclines  me  to  think  that  the 
most  useful  flies  are  hackled  well  down  the  body, 
but  not  too  thick,  and  with  rough  pig’s  wool 
bodies.  Wings,  if  any,  should  be  double,  as  in 
dry  flies,  but  tied  well  down,  almost  as  in  a 
salmon  fly.  Hooks,  a size  or  two  larger  than  in 
this  country.  At  Bad  Boll  wading  is  absolutely 
necessary.  A path  along  the  banks,  with  plenty 
of  bridges,  and  a few  side  paths  to  communicate 
with  the  roads  would  be  a great  advantage. 

As  previously  stated,  my  experiences  of  the 
Wutach  were  at  its  very  worst,  but  if  Sir  Rose 
Price,  Col.  Murray,  Mr.  Knowles,  or  others  who 
know  the  river  well  would  give  their  experiences, 
I am  sure  a very  different  tale  would  be  told.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  what  is  the  average 
weight  for  length  of  fish  in  the  Wutach,  starting 
from  the  lOin.  limit.  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Guildford, 
gives  the  weights  of  artificially-fed  trout  as  : 12in., 
lloz. ; 14in  , l£lb. ; 16in.,  21b.  These  weights 
would  probably  be  in  excess  of  those  of  fish  from 
a rapid  stream  like  the  Wutach.  J.  H.  L. 


§cold)  iloics. 

By  Mac. 

Almost  all  the  Scotch  rivers  have  for  weeks 
past  been  shrunk  to  mere  skeletons  of  their 
normal  selves,  and  accordingly  a downright 
dearth  of  sport  has  ruled.  The  momentous 
question  with  the  salmon  angler  has  now  come 
to  be,  Will  it  ever  rain  enough  in  Scotland  this 
autumn  to  flood  the  rivers  properly  ? Scarcely 
anywhere  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  country  has  there  been  one  decent 
spate  since  the  beginning  of  September.  This, 
to  prevail  all  over,  must  be  set  down  as  a most 
unusual  state  of  matters  for  the  time  of  the  year. 
Writing  to  a Scotch  newspaper  a correspondent 
says : Among  all  the  curious  turns  of  weather  in 
recent  years  none  is  more  peculiar  than  the 
singular  contrast  between  the  weather  in  Scot- 
land and  in  England  during  the  month  of 
September.  In  Scotland  no  description  of  the 
weather  would  be  correct  which  did  not  give 
special  prominence  to  the  fact  of  the  drought. 
In  England  the  weather  could  only  be  rightly 
described  as  excelling  itself  in  wet,  fog,  and 
gloom.  In  Scotland  it  has  also  been  one  of  the 
sunniest  months  of  the  year ; while  in  the 
southern  half  of  England  the  sun  was  not  seen  at 
all  in  the  last  fortnight  of  the  month,  with  the 
exception  of  short  intervals  on  two  or  three  days. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  month  Scotland  was 
almost  alone  among  the  countries  of  western 
Europe  in  its  exemption  from  rain.  The  last 
week  of  the  month  was  wet  in  England,  wet  in 
Scandinavia,  wet  in  France,  fair  only  in  Scot- 
land, where  the  drought  was  almost  as  severe  in 
the  last  day*  of  the  month  as  at  any  other  time. 


Lately  several  kills  of  fish — salmon  and  grilse 
— in  fairish  condition,  and  weighing  from  51b.  to 
llflb.,  have  been  made  in  Loch  Awe,  Argyllshire. 
For  this  loch,  however,  the  good  fishing  of  the 
year  is  now  quite  past. 

Can  it  be  true  P It  is  reported  that  “ several 
fine”  baskets  of  trout  in  “beautiful  condition” 
were  got  from  Loch  Laggan,  Inverness-shire,  but 
a few  days  ago.  _____ 

Despite  most  untoward  conditions,  the  free 
water  of  the  Tay  about  and  below  Perth 
continues  with  tolerable  regularity  to  yield  a 
few  fish — salmon  and  grilse. 

Presently,  as  for  weeks  past,  there  is  utter 
stagnation  of  true  sport  on  the  rivers  North  and 
South  Esk.  Indeed,  up  to  date,  the  autumn 
angling  has  been  a complete  failure.  On  either 
river,  as  yet,  only  a trifling  number  of  fish  have 
been  caught  by  the  angling  proprietors,  angling 
lessees,  and  friends.  Bottom  filthy,  and  the 
water  low  almost  beyond  conception  ; real  sports- 
manlike fishing,  therefore,  no  go  in  the  world. 
But  “ low  down  ” in  one  or  two  of  the  pools  of 
the  North  Esk,  where  the  fish  are  packed  and 
detained  by  scarcity  of  water,  the  “ merry-play  ” 
sporting  “ gable-endies  ” are  making  the  old 
salmon  dance  on  the  crown  of  their  heads  in 
lively  style ! 

While  our  rivers  remain  so  very  low,  rather 
while  the  water  keeps  as  it  is,  fly,  as  a lure  for 
salmon  and  grilse,  is  pretty  certain  to  be  of  little 
use.  Still,  as  I give  the  fly  preference  to  all 
other  lures,  I should  be  inclined  to  try  it,  using 
very  small  sizes  attached  to  fine  light  gut.  And 
in  a general  way,  speaking  from  experience,  for 
dull  days  I should  most  likely  select  first  of  all 
the  Black  Doctor  or  Thunder  and  Lightning,  and 
for  bright  days  silver-bodied  patterns,  or  green, 
or  pale  blue  with  a turn  of  yellow,  or  red  and 
silver  bodied  patterns — all  about  as  good  killers 
as  can  be  found  where  there  is  current  and  the 
bottom  remains  quite  clean.  A small  prawn 
often  is  fatal,  and  might  be  tried  first  wound  in 
slowly  wioh  the  Mallock,  and  afterwards  allowed 
to  work  round  just  as  the  current  takes  it,  with  a 
little  slackening  of  the  line  given  to  let  it  to  the 
bottom  wUere  there  are  deeps  between  ridges, 
and  so  forth.  Natural  minnow  is  perhaps  most 
fatal  spun  fast,  but  sometimes  (especially  in 
streams)  it  is  not.  On  bright  days  a clear  Devon 
or  a quill  minnow,  not  exceeding  lin.  or  so 
in  length,  ought  to  be  given  a good  trial.  It,  as 
I have  proved,  pays  well. 

Lately  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  North  Esk 
two  or  three  salmon  of  good  weight,  clean  hooked 
with  the  prawn,  have  been  got  by  anglers. 

The  Shin  continues  to  yield  a few  (mostly  pretty 
red)  fish  weekly,  but  the  season  of  this  beautiful 
river,  so  far  as  sport  with  bright  fish  is  con- 
cerned, is  to  all  intents  at  an  end. 


At  the  mouth  of  the  River  Ness,  3almon  have 
been  seen  during  the  week  in  larger  numbers  than 
at  this  season  for  years,  but  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  water  few  of  them  have  been  able  to 
pass  on  to  the  upper  reaches.  Good  sport,  how- 
ever, continues  to  be  got.  At  Ness-side  on  Satur- 
day, Bishop  Granville  landed  a fine  fresh-run 
salmon  weighing  12|lb.  Earl  Winterton  had 
eight  to  his  own  rod  on  the  same  water,  the 
heaviest  weighing  101b.  The  total  for  the 
week  for  four  rods  was  twenty,  the  heaviest 
being  a grilse  of  141b.  weight.  On  the  Ness 
Castle  water  (Mr.  Fountaine  Walker)  eight  were 
got  during  the  week,  three  of  these  weighing  over 
121b.  and  one  161b.  On  the  Ballifeary  water  (Mr. 
C.  Innes)  two  were  grassed.  Local  anglers  on 
the  free  day  had  three  salmon  and  a few  trout. 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  : “ October  is 
already  upon  us,  and  the  anticipated  flow  of  water 
and  success  in  sport  is  still  deferred.  September 
has  been  a disappointing  month,  inasmuch  as  its 
opening  promised  great  things  which  its  closehas 
not  seen  fulfilled.  September  is  usually  a month 
in  which  anglers  should  make  only  conditional 
engagements  as  to  fishing.  Several  have  done 
so  this  year  in  regard  to  the  North  of  Scotland, 
and  have  been  saved  from  disappointment  by 


this  sensible  arrangement.  It  is  not  difficult, 
except  in  some  highly  favoured  places,  to 
make  tho  necessary  stipulation  or  leave  the 
matter  open  in  such  a way  that  a friendly 
report  or  wire  from  some  local  person  will 
convey  timely  word  that  the  water  is  suit- 
able, and  fish  are  to  be  got.  Otherwise  the 
long-looked-forward-to  holiday  in  Scotland  by 
the  hard-worked  weary  professional  or  business 
man  may  end  in  chagrin  and  disappointment. 
Wonderful  changes  are  being  worked  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  in  the 
proprietorships  of  salmon  fishings  all  round  the 
North-East  Coast.  They  seem  to  have  swept 
the  seas  in  starch  of  charter  rights,  and  ‘ when 
not  found,  made  a note  of.’  Thus  a large  number 
of  valuable  coast  fishings  which  have  hitherto 
been  quietly  ‘ annexed  ’ by  landlords  are  thrown 
open  to  public  competitions.  What  effect  this 
may  have  on  the  river  fishings  time  alone  will 
show.  But  the  present  might  be  a fitting  oppor- 
tunity for  the  deep  sea  fishermen  to  acquire  the 
salmon  fishings  in  their  neighbourhoods,  and  thus 
save  much  of  the  heartburning  that  at  present 
exists  between  the  two  classes  of  fishermen. 
The  ‘ Wind  - fly,’  mentioned  in  this  column  a 
fortnight  ago,  is  still  to  the  fore,  this  time  as  a 
pond  fly  for  brown  trout.  A week  ago  fifteen 
good  trout  were  taken  from  a large  mill  dam  by 
its  charms,  and  to-day  a friend  told  me  his 
yesterday’s  basket  was  forty-two  trout  in  three 
hours’  fishing.  The  scene  was  another  large  mill 
dam  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  the  south  wind  so  fresh 
that  farmers  all  round  were  tossing  over  their 
corn  sheaves  to  expose  the  under  sides  to  the 
welcome  drought.  Biggest  trout  measured  14in., 
and  none  were  less  than  8in.  But  the  quality  of 
the  fish  was  not  good  ; they  proved  soft  in  the 
eating,  showing  that  their  season  is  now  over, 
and  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  rest  till  the 
springtime  comes  again.” 

A salmon  of  401b.  weight  was  caught  last 
week  on  the  Tay.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  largest 
fish  got  by  the  rod  this  autumn  as  yet  on  any 
Scotch  river. 


Writeth  the  Mackay  : “ I hear  you  are  doing 
big  things  among  the  salmon.  The  Fishery  In- 
spector was  telling  me  you  were  fast  into  a 
‘ royal  ’ the  other  day  as  he  passed  up  the  water. 
And  grassed  him  too.  Five  fish  in  two  days  is 
not  every  angler’s  luck  just  now.  Anglers  here- 
about are  anxious  to  get  the  ‘ wrinkle  ’ as  to  that 
nailing  lure  of  yours. 

“ That  enigma  the  prawn  is  all  the  rage  j ust 
now.  It  is  the  last  resort,  but  without  it  sport 
would  be  nil . Mr.  Courage  and  Capt.  Alexander 
on  the  Dee  have  divided  eight  fish  in  four  days, 
six  of  them  to  the  prawn. 

“ Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnell  Watson,  of  Woodend, 
have  been  pike-hunting  on  the  Lochs  of  Abyone 
and  Park.  They  had  thirty  pike  in  the  one  day’s 
outing  on  Abyone  Loch,  the  heaviest  being  12^1b. 
I did  not  learn  the  result  of  their  Park  excursion, 
but  it  also  was  something  good.  The  spoon  bait, 
with  a red  worsted  tassel  fastened  to  the  triaDgle 
hook  as  a trial,  is  Mr.  Watson’s  favourite,  and 
terribly  fatal,  lure  in  trolling  for  pike.  This  is 
worth  making  a note  of  ; and  I anticipate  such  a 
keen  sportsman  as  Mr.  Watson  has  no  objections 
to  giving  other  sportsmen  the  tip  as  to  the  secret 
of  his  successes  in  loch  fishing.” 

A rearing  pond  has  just  been  added  to  the 
Deeside  salmon  hatchery  some  30ft.  by  10ft.  This 
is  not  large,  but  it  has  been  so  constructed  that 
it  can  be  easily  enlarged  if  thought  necessary.  The 
cost  of  the  pond  and  accessories  is  close  on  £100. 
By  connecting  channels  the  young  fry  will  be  at 
liberty  to  escape  from  the  boxes  to  the  rearing 
pond,  and  from  thence  to  the  little  burn  which 
empties  into  the  Dee,  without  ever  once  being 
handled.  The  Deeside  Fishery  Board  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  their  “ go-aheadism.”  It  is 
more  than  we  look  for  from  such  bodies.  Dr. 
Stewart’s  guests  at  the  Hydro,  are  doing  well  on 
the  Heathcote  waters ; four  salmon  were  got  last 
week,  with  fair  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea  trout. 

Excessive  drought  is  seriously  affecting  the 
angling  on  tho  rivers  of  the  Solway  as  elsewhere. 
Esk,  Annan,  and  other  rivers  which,  under 
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normal  conditions,  ought  to  be  giving  fino  sport 
to  anglers  with  salmon  by  this  time  of  the  year, 
are  doing  positively  nothing.  The  most  is  a 
drappit  fish  now  and  again.  Even  with  sea  trout 
sport  is  now  about  at  a complete  standstill.  The 
bait  fishing  season  has  expired,  and  at  last  anglers 
are  all  about  of  the  one  mind  that  it  will  be  next 
to  useless  to  go  out  until  a big  Hood  comes  to 
clear  out  the  filth  and  draw  the  fish  up  from  the 
salt  water.  N ight  fishing  for  sea  trout  and  herling, 
the  last  resort,  and  which  often  is  attended  with 
capital  results  when  everything  else  fails,  has 
latterly  proved  most  disappointing  in  general. 

From  the  Deveron  I hear : “ Though  the  water 
was  rather  low,  the  past  week  proved  fairly  pro- 
ductive of  salmon  and  grilse  to  the  rod.  On 
different  of  the  middle  beats  several  good  takes 
were  got,  chiefly  by  spinning.  Mr.  Porter  had 
some  fine  fish  from  his  Marnoch  fishery.  On  the 
Huntly  free  miles  of  the  river  the  following 
amongst  others  scored : Rev.  Mr.  Calder, 

Cramond,  two  fish,  71b.  and  16§lb.  ; Mr. 
Chalmers,  three  fish,  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b. ; Mr.  Robb, 
two  fish,  5|lb.  and  61b. ; Dr.  Cowie,  one  fish, 
26£lb.  1 am  to  fish  a fine  reach  myself  this  week, 
and  hope  to  do  something  good  if  the  water  gets 
into  a little  better  trim.  From  what  I gather  we 
have  not  been  nearly  so  ill  off  for  water  during 
the  autumn  up  to  date  as  anglers  on  most  other 
rivers.” 


Speaking  of  salmon  angling  on  the  Don  and 
Ythan,  it  may  truly  be  said  that  sport  is  not  in 
it  at  present.  The  fish  cannot  budge  an  inch 
owing  to  dearth  of  water.  Only  one  small  bit  of 
the  Don  is  yielding  anything,  viz.,  the  Seaton 
water,  which  is  the  first  resting  reach  for  fish 
after  they  quit  the  sea.  Here  the  other  day  three 
good  fish  were  secured  by  ticket-holders  who  were 
using  the  minnow — the  real  natural  thing. 

I Hear  that  several  fine  takes  of  the  famous 
Loch  Crosspuil  trout  were  got  by  anglers  from 
Durness  Hotel  last  week.  Two  of  the  most 
successful  anglers  declared  that  they  had  never 
fished  for  such  beautiful  and  gamesome  fish. 

Almost  daily  on  the  River  Awe  the  capture  of 
a fish  or  two  is  being  made,  but  the  real  giants  of 
the  Salmonidoi,  for  which  this  river  is  so  noted,  are 
not  interviewing  the  anglers’  lures  at  all  freely. 
Although  this  has  been  a remarkably  good 
angling  year  on  the  Awe,  the  anglers  on  it  have 
had  fewer  very  heavy  fish  than  usual. 

On  the  ticket  waters  of  the  Forth  sport,  by 
reason  of  the  continued  lowness  of  the  water,  has 
fallen  off  greatly,  last  week’s  proving  the  poorest 
that  has  been  experienced  since  the  fishing  of  the 
“ back-end  ” commenced  in  real  earnest.  About 
all  the  fish  caught  since  last  reported  have  been 
gnlse,  but  grilse  giving  a splendid  average 
weight — about  8|lb.  The  Forth  yields  as  beau- 
tiful large  grilse  as  any  fishery  in  Scotland. 
Late  over  the  Ness  grilse  might  compare  not 
unfavourably,  as  also  might  those  of  Loch  Shiel. 

Serious  disturbances  occurred  at  Berwick-on- 
Tweed  late  on  Tuesday  night  of  last  week,  owing 
to  the  antipathy  of  the  fisher  folk  to  the  Tweed 
water  bailiffs.  As  the  latter  were  proceeding 
down  the  river  to  sea  in  their  steamer  in  search 
of  illegal  nets  about  100  men  ran  along  the  pier 
and  threw  stones  at  the  vessel.  When  the 
steamer  reached  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed  at 
Spittal,  ten  boats  manned  by  fishermen  put  out 
to  prevent  the  bailiffs  obtaining  nets.  Amid 
great  excitement  and  noise  the  fishermen 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  nets  first,  and  defied 
the  bailiffs.  The  steamer,  however,  remained  on 
the  scene  until  the  morning,  when  she  returned  to 
Berwick,  bringing  with  her  some  nets  which  she 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  in  spite  of  the  fisher- 
men’s opposition.  The  mob  on  Berwick  Pier  was 
so  unruly  on  Tuesday  night  that  police  had  to 
charge  the  crowd.  


By  the  way,  I observe  that  several  Scotch  news- 
papers every  week  copy  a number  of  our  “ Scotch 
Notes  ” word  for  word  without  acknowledging 
the  fact. 

The  Mackintosh  says : " Sport  on  the  Spey 
throughout  the  season  has  been  everything  but 


encouraging.  During  the  past  two  weeks,  how- 
ever, the  reaches  at  Rothes  have  been  yielding 
something  of  their  old  sport.  Fishing  on  the 
Glengrant  water  at  Aikenway  on  Saturday  last, 
Major  (1  rant  landed  three  fish  weighing  respec- 
tively 201b.,  161b.,  and  61b. ; and  Mrs.  Grant, 
two,  of  151b.  and  61b. ; while  a few  days  previously 
Dr.  Allardes  and  two  friends  had  excellent  sport 
on  the  same  water.  On  the  adjoining  water  of 
Aikenway,  Lord  and  Lady  Westmorland  have 
been  beating  up  close  upon  their  old  records,  and 
this  notwithstanding  rather  adverse  conditions 
of  water.” 


I hear  from  the  “ Ythan  tidal  ” that  “ angling 
continues  satisfactory,  good  average  baskets  of 
fine  sized  sea  trout  being  got  daily — heaviest  fish 
for  the  week  2|lb.,  killed  by  Mr.  Bevigt, 
London.  Good  bags  of  duck  and  plover 
frequently  brought  into  the  hotel,  which 
continues  full. 


STRAY  CASTS. 

( Continued  from  page  313.) 

By  “Mona.” 

When  the  wind  is  fresh,  on  open  water, 
the  spectator  will  notice  long  avenues  of  foam, 
varying  from  a few  inches  to  a few  yards  in 
width,  and  separated  from  each  other  by  partially 
clear  patches  of  water.  These  avenues  are  locally 
called  “wakes,”  and  the  dapper,  selecting  one 
of  the  most  massive  of  these,  places  his  boat 
broadside  on  to  the  wind  in  the  centre  of  it, 
and  impaling  a pair  of  Drakes  on  a rather 
large  hook  of  light  wire,  fishes  one  of  the 
edges  of  the  wake,  carefully  keeping  his  flies 
as  far  away  from  the  boat  as  a long  rod,  light 
“ blow  ” line  and  the  wind  will  enable  him  to  do. 
By  an  occasional  touch  to  his  windward  oar  (the 
other  is  of  course  unshipped  and  out  of  sight)  he 
keeps  his  boat  steady  in  the  selected  position  till 
the  wake  is  fished  as  far  as  circumstances  may 
determine.  If  there  is  a second  dapper  in  the 
boat  both  sides  of  the  wake  are  fished.  It  is 
absolutely  certain  that  the  feeding  fish  are  always 
in  the  wake,  and  will  almost  to  a certainty  see 
one  “ dap  ” or  the  other  as  they  come  drift- 
ing over  him.  But  he  may  see  the  boat  or 
angler  first,  in  which  case  he  will  go  under  for 
a moment  to  allow  you  to  pass.  But  should 
he  see  your  flies  first  and  be  in  the  mood  for 
business,  his  glorious  porpoise-like  rise,  and  dive, 
buryiDg  your  flies  as  it  were  with  his  nose,  and 
showing  you  his  grand  expanse  of  dark  tail  as 
he  slowly  goes  below,  constitute,  to  my  think- 
ing, the  most  breathlessly  fascinating  incident 
in  all  an  angler’s  experience.  What  pen  can 
describe  the  panting  tumult  of  expectant  joy 
which  fills  the  interval  between  the  rise  and  the 
“ stroke  ! ” Life,  we  know,  is  only  remembered 
and  reckoned  by  moments,  and  this  is  the  moment 
of  life.  Practically  it  is  about  two  seconds  in 
duration,  though  there  is  a difference  of  opinion 
and  practice  on  this  point.  Some  maintain  that 
trout  favour  wakes  because  they  find  the  drifted 
flies  there  in  great  numbers,  suffocated,  or  feebly 
struggling  towards  suffocation,  on  their  foamy 
edges,  while  all  the  flies  which  are  blown  on  to 
their  surface  itself  stick  there.  If  this  probable 
theory  is  the  correct  one  it  is  interesting,  for  I 
have  raised  and  killed  trout  in  the  very  centre 
of  wakes  when  not  a fly  was  to  be  seen  on  the 
water,  and  found  it  the  only  place  where  trout 
would  rise,  so  that  their  habit  seems  to  have  become 
an  instinct.  However,  I shall  continue  to  hold 
myself  that  the  trout  regard  the  foam  of  the 
wake  as  a protecting  roof,  and  emboldened  by 
their  sense  of  security  they  rise  fearlessly. 
When  a change  of  wind  breaks  up  and  disperses 
the  wakes,  the  trout  invariably  cease  rising,  how- 
ever numerous  the  flies  may  be,  thus  indicating 
that  the  matter  is  a business  of  nerves.  Some 
experienced  dappers  at  once  give  up  fishing 
when  the  wind  thus  changes,  and  my  own  brief 
experience  rather  teaches  me  that  they  lose  little 
by  it. 

One  or  two  incidents  of  the  season  may  not  be 
out  of  place.  Pulling  into  a small  bay  on  the  lee 
side  of  an  island  one  stormy  but  bright  day,  I 
was  astonished  to  see  a pike  gently  sailing 
about  among  some  water-lilies  which  grew  there 
in  great  profusion,  and  taking  down  every 
May-fly  which  came  within  his  reach.  The 


creature’s  demoralisation  in  consequence  of  his 
banquet  on  such  “ strange  flesh  ” was  as  com- 
plete as  that  of  the  Chinese  swine-herd’s  son 
who,  according  to  the  delightful  tale  of  Lamb, 
was  the  first  of  mortals  to  taste  roast  sucking 
pig.  The  pike  as  little  heeded  me  or  my  boat  as 
the  fascinated  Bo-Bo  felt  or  heeded  bis  enraged 
father’s  cudgel.  However,  as  the  wretch  would 
not  cease  and  I wanted  the  flies,  I was  forced  to 
bring  matters  to  an  end  with  an  oar.  I therefore 
broke  his  back  with  a blow,  and  taking  him  in 
with  the  net  found  him  a remarkably  handsome 
well-fed  fish  of  101b.  The  friend  to  whom  I gave 
him  told  me  his  maw  was  absolutely  empty.  But 
then,  what  would  a few  delicate,  filmy  May-flies  be 
to  the  gastric  juice  of  a vigorous  fish  like  him  P 
We  frequently  get  perch  and  rudd  on  the  Drake, 
and  even  a grilse  has  fallen  a victim  to  its  fascina- 
tions, but  pike  were  not  generally  supposed  to  be 
partial  to  it. 

I fished  a very  free  winch,  and  one  stormy 
day,  about  the  middle  of  the  season,  I hooked  a 
good  fish  which  I had  seen  rising  in  the  centre  of 
the  wake  a minute  or  so  before  I drifted  down 
upon  him.  As  I fished  alone,  I always  took  in 
the  working  oar  when  I hooked  a fish,  and  allowed 
the  boat  to  drift  as  she  pleas  d,  so  long  of  course 
as  I saw  I had  sufficient  sea  room.  The  wind  was 
certainly  very  stiff  on  this  occasion,  and  as  the 
trout  dashed  rapidly  up  to  windward,  showing 
himself  once — the  only  time  I saw  him  out  of  the 
water — and  took  out  some  additional  twenty 
yards  of  line,  he  lay  very  heavily  on  me  as  he 
simply  sulked  and  refused  to  stir  an  inch,  but  I 
never  went  after  him,  trusted  to  time  and  steady 
pressure  to  do  the  work.  But  I had  reckoned 
without  my  host.  I was  drifting  towards  a 
rock-bound  island  on  which  the  waves  were 
breaking  savagely  enough,  but  as  it  was  nearly  a 
mile  off,  I felt  no  anxiety  about  the  issue,  and 
kept  on  him  all  the  pressure  the  winch  could 
give  without  running.  In  ten  minutes  I had  him 
almost  within  reach  of  the  landing-net,  sulkily 
following  the  boat — or,  rather,  being  dragged 
after  it — and  swimming  just  under  the  surface 
sufficiently  strongly  to  keep  himself  in  that 
position.  Half  an  hour  passed : the  position 
was  unchanged,  the  island  distinctly  nearer, 
wind  freshening.  Twenty  minutes  later  : water 
rapidly  shoaling,  island  within  fifty  yards, 
position  of  fish  exactly  as  before.  And  now, 
before  I had  covered  another  five  yards,  my 
stern  bumped,  and  the  bow  swung  towards  the 
shore  head  on  for  the  breakers.  I at  once  got 
on  the  oars  (at  least,  on  one  at  a time),  and  then 
commenced  the  most  maddening  and  most 
fatiguing  half-hour  I have  ever  known  since  I first 
wetted  a line.  And  what  trifles  determine  things  ! 
Had  my  bow  struck  and  the  stern  swung  round,  I 
should  have  been  snug  enough,  with  stem  into 
wind  and  foot-rests  in  proper  place,  and,  no 
doubt,  I could  in  time  have  beaten  that  fiend  of 
a trout.  As  it  was,  however,  I found  myself, 
to  my  disgust,  pulling  my  boat  into  the  wind, 
stern  first — and  how  that  stern-plank  did 
hold  the  wind ! — with  the  foot-supports  at  my 
back,  and  my  feet  slipping  off  the  rib3  as  I 
madly  tugged  alternately  at  the  oars,  1o 
find  that  my  utmost  exertions  were  just  suffi- 
cient to  keep  me  where  I was,  but  that  were 
I to  slacken  in  my  efforts  for  a moment,  or 
attempt  to  change  my  position,  the  catastrophe 
would  be  upon  me.  At  last,  when  exhausted 
Nature  could  do  no  more,  and  the  streams  of 
perspiration  dimmed  my  eyes,  Providence 
mercifully  intervened,  and  I felt  with  some- 
thing like  a sense  of  joy  that  the  wind  was 
moderating.  I at  once  started  to  coast  round 
the  island,  towing  that  wretched  trout  astern. 
His  position  and  powers  were  unchanged,  and 
when  after  fifteen  minutes  of  this  I was  com- 
pelled to  put  about  and  come  back  again,  in 
consequence  of  a long  rocky  shoal  I dare  net 
face  confronting  me,  and  saw  that  fish  come 
calmly  round  in  my  wake,  just  as  if  it  were  all 
one  to  him  what  part  of  the  lake  he  was  in,  I 
could  just  stand  it  no  longer,  and  so,  winding 
him  up  as  close  as  I could,  and  then  planting 
my  thumb  on  the  handle  of  the  winch  I pro- 
ceeded to  drag  his  head  off.  He  bore  this  with 
apparent  indifference  for  a minute  or  so,  by 
which  time  the  boat  had  got  within  some  fifteen 
yards  of  the  shore,  but  I had  now  grown  desperate, 
and  resolved  to  precipitate  matters  come  what 
may,  and  the  boat  could  just  go  where  she  liked 
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Instantly  tho  brute  dashed  towards  shore  with  a 
strength  and  fierceness  which  astounded  me,  and 
in  a moment  my  thumb  was  off  the  winch  handle, 
and  the  fish  was  lashing  the  water  into  loam 
within  two  feet  of  the  shore.  Rapidly  I wound  him 
up  again,  and  once  more  ho  allowed  himself  to  be 
dragged  close  to  tho  boat,  but  I never  had  a 
glimpse  of  his  sido,  nevor  raised  his  head  above 
tho  surface.  Ho  was  now  within  a few  feet  of  me. 
I grasped  tho  net  and  raised  it.  Again,  like  Tartar 
arrow,  the  demon  flew  towards  the  shore,  and 
must  almost  have  reached  it  when  the  strained 
rod  suddenly  relaxed,  the  sense  of  pressure 
was  gone,  a sickening  consciousness  that  all  was 
over  fell  upon  me,  and  with  a low  sob  of 
anguish  I sunk  exhausted  on  the  gunwale 
of  the  boat,  and  drank  my  cup  of  wretchedness 
to  the  dregs.  A few  minutes  later  I was  lying 
on  the  shore  utterly  worn  out  and  exhausted,  nor 
for  an  hour  or  more  did  I feel  capable  of  getting 
on  these  oars  again.  Well,  what  had  happened  P I 
had  wound  in  my  blow  line  very  rapidly,  and  with 
no  attention  to  the  “ feeding  ” of  the  winch,  so 
that  it  accumulated  at  one  end,  extending  itself 
beyond  the  inner  revolving  plate  almost  up  to 
the  pillars.  When  running  out  it  slipped  between 
tho  revolving  plate  and  the  wall  of  the  winch, 
and  was  cut  instantly.  A hook,  a gut  collar, 
and  twenty-five  yards  of  silk  line  were  that 
trout’s  trophies.  I made  resolutions  on 
the  subject  of  free  reels  which  I resolved 
to  put  in  practice  as  soon  as  I should  get 
within  reach  of  a screwdriver.  I met  one 
other  fish  later  on  during  that  day,  but  we 
failed  to  establish  argumentative  relation- 
ship, and  the  day  closed  in  mortification 
and  gloom.  Of  course  I suffered  not  a little 
by  asserting  that  my  conqueror  was  not 
over  71b.  at  most,  but  such  is  my  conviction, 
and  I must  abide  by  it  though  every  rag  and 
titter  of  my  reputation  as  an  angler  be 
thereby  lost.  His  length  was  as  palpable 
to  my  vision  as  if  I had  him  in  my  hand  ; 
of  his  depth  I know  absolutely  nothing,  as 
never  for  an  instant  did  he  deviate  a hair’s 
breadth  from  the  normal,  but  he  lay  on  me 
like  a fish  of  lead.  He  certainly  sprang 
once,  but  did  not  much  show  himself  in 
doing  it. 

Two  or  three  days  after,  having  stiffened 
the  winch  and  pressed  the  plate  tightly 
against  the  wall  in  the  meantime,  I rose 
and  hooked  another  fish  near  the  same 
water,  and  as  I was  within  twenty  yards 
of  a rocky  shore  on  my  lee  at  the  time,  with 
a stiff  breeze  blowing,  I set  about  gently 
towing  my  captive  across  wind,  so  as  to 
clear  a rocky  point  in  my  path.  He 
followed  me  unresisting,  as  a bride  to  the 
altar,  till  I had  reached  sate  water  with  a 
clear  fall  of  a mile  or  more  to  the  lee  shore. 

Here  1 at  once  challenged  him,  and  he 
responded  to  the  deepened  stab  of  the  steel 
like  a thoroughbred.  His  rush  was  magnifi- 
cent, but  (on  one  side)  it  was  not  war.  A 
winch  stiffened  to  the  suffocation  point 
may,  like  poison-gas  shells,  be  fatal  to 
more  than  the  enemy.  At  the  end  of  thirty-five 
yards  of  line  the  splendid  fellow  rolled  over 
on  the  surface,  blown  though  full  of  game,  but 
instantly  recovering  himself,  the  line  was  again 
whistling  through  the  severed  surge — and  then 
all  came  back  to  me,  and  I was  free.  He  was 
gone  ! The  hook  was  quite  straight 


PORTRAIT  OP  IZAAK  WALTON. 

Now  that  the  question  of  erecting  a memorial 
to  our  patron  saint  is  once  more  to  the  front,  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  attention  to  an 
entirely  fresh  portrait  which  has  been  issued  by 
the  Izaak  Walton  Publishing  Company,  repre- 
senting the  patriarch  of  anglers  “as  he  sat  upon 
the  bank  a summer’s  eve  a-fishing.”  The  picture 
wo  have  in  front  of  us  as  we  write  is  a per- 
manent carbon  photograph  (Woodburytype 
process),  taken  from  a fine  old  painting  by  John 
Wootton,  artist,  and  formerly  in  the  Christmas 
collection  of  Great  Yarmouth,  previously  the 
property  of  the  late  Sir  Francis  Crossley,  of 
Stapleton  Hall,  Norfolk,  and  Halifax,  represent- 
ing Izaak  Walton  fishing  in  the  Lea.  The 
painting  has  been  submitted  to  several  well- 
known  art  critics,  who  consider  it  to  be  an 
excellent  production  of  the  above-named  artist. 
The  pictures  are  well  executed  in  sepia,  black, 
or  brown,  and  the  “ angler’s  den  ” will  not  be 
complete  without  this  latest  edition  pourtraying 
the  Old  Master.  Every  club  should  possess  a 
copy  of  this  work.  The  cost  (size  28in.  by  22in., 
mounted  and  framed)  being  only  one  guinea, 
should  keep  the  Izaak  Walton  Publishing  Com- 
pany, of  81.  St.  Paul’s-road,  Camden-square, 
London,  N.W.,  busily  employed  for  some  time  to 
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fish  very  plainly,  and  he  was  very 
all  under  101b.,  the  finest  trout  I have 


I saw  this 
little  if  at 

__  _ ever 

hooked.  That  fierce  rush  undoubtedly  took 
a great  deal  out  of  him,  but  it  unfortunately 
took  more  out  of  my  too  small  sneck  No.  9,  and 
so  I was  left  lamenting.  My  best  fish,  fi^lb.,  1 
landed  in  five  minutes  or  perhaps  less ; a sulky 
fish  of  scarcely  41b.  took  me  exactly  thirty-five 
minutes  to  master,  while  other  fish  of  the  same 
weight  [did  not  last  three  minutes.  The  best 
trout  I ever  killed,  741b.,  only  lasted  about 
four  minutes  though  in  the  pink  of  condition ; 
and  certain  I am  on  the  whole  that,  did  fish  but 
realise  the  situation  when  in  tho  toils,  and  aim 
not  directly  at  liberty,  but  at  the  angler’s  endur- 
ance and  temper,  our  baskets  would  be  at  once 
lighter  and  much  more  dearly  bought. 
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come.  The  accompanying  illustration  gives  but 
a faint  idea  of  the  picture,  but  the  extracts  will 
show  the  estimation  in  which  this  eminent  artist  s 
works  are  held  : — 

From  “ Pilkington’s  Dictionary  of  Painters.” 
Published  1810. 

John  Wootton.  Died  1765. — The  artist  was  a 
scholar  of  Wiqk,  a very  capital  master  in  the  branch  of 
his  profession  to  which  he  principally  devoted  himself, 
and  by  which  he  was  peculiarly  qualified  to  please  in  this 
country— I mean  by  painting  horses  and  dogs,  which  he 
both  drew  and  coloured  with  consummate  skill,  fire,  and 
truth.  He  was  first  distinguished  by  frequenting  New- 
market, and  drawing  racehorses.  The  prints  from  his 
hunting’  pieces  are  well  known.  He  afterwards  applied 
himself  to  landscape,  approached  towards  Gaspar  Pous- 
sin, and  sometimes  imitated  happily  the  glow  ol  Claude 
Lorraine.  In  his  latter  pieces  the  leafage  of  bis  trees,  Hon1 
the  failure  of  his  eyes,  is  hard  and  too  distinctly  marked. 
He  died  at  his  house  in  Cavendish-square,  which  be 
built  and  had  painted  with  much  taste  and  judgment. 
His  prices  were  high;  for  a single  horse  he  has  been  paid 
forty  guineas,  and  twenty  when  smaller  than  life. 

From  Samuel  Redgrave’s  “ Dictionary  of  Artists.” 

Wootton,  John,  Animal  Painter. — Was  a pupil  ot 
John  Wyck.  He  first  made  himself  known  at  New- 
market, where  he  drew  his  favourite  racehorses,  and 
became  distinguished  as  a painter  of  horses  and  dogs, 
receiving  large  prices  for  his  works.  Later  he  tried 
landscape,  and  introduced  hunting  soenos.  His  works, 
usually  on  a large  soale,  deoorate  the  halls  of  several 
old  mansions,  Longloat,  Pytohley,  Althorp,  Blenheim, 


with  some  in  the  Royal  collections.  His  sight  failing, 
ho  sold  his  collections  of  drawings  and  paintings  in  1761, 
and  died  in  January,  1765,  at  a bouse  in  Cavendish- 
square,  which  he  had  built  and  decorated  with  his 
paintings.  His  horses  are  painted  with  great  spirit  and 
truth  ; his  landscapes  are  coarse  in  manner,  but  his  art 
is  associated  with  many  English  recollections.  He 
designed  several  illustrations,  which  have  much  humour, 
for  tho  first  edition  of  Cay’s  “ Fables,’  published  1727. 

From  “Bryan’s  Dictionary  ok  Painters.” 
John  Wootton. — An  eminent  English  painter  of 
landscape  and  animals,  was  born  the  end  of  the  17th 
century.  He  was  a scholar  of  John  Wyck,  and  became 
a distinguished  artist  in  the  branch  which  he  principally 
pursued.  He  excelled  in  sporting  subjects  and  in 
painting  dogs  and  horses.  He  was  much  employed  at 
Newmarket  in  painting  the  portraits  of  racers.  Seven 
pictures  of  foxhunting  by  him  were  engraved  by  Canot. 
He  painted  the  portrait  of  William,  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, with  the  routed  army  of  the  Pretender  in  the 
background,  which  Baron  engraved.  He  painted 
excellent  landscapes  in  the  style  of  Claude  Lorraine  and 
Gaspar  Poussin.  He  designed  some  of  the  illustrations 
of  the  first  edition  of  “ Gay  Fables,”  published  in  1727. 
In  his  latter  years  his  sight  failed,  and  he  died  in 
London,  1765.  His  works  are  numerous  in  English 
country  houses. 

ECHOES  FROM  AN  ANGLER’S  DEN. 

I haven’t  quite  done  with  Walton;  he  and  his 
book  is  a theme  inexhaustible  Charles  Lamb, 
in  one  of  his  essays,  speaking  of  a friend, 
says  : “ He  was  a brother  of  the  angle,  and 
just  such  a free,  hearty,  honest  companion 
as  Mr.  Izaak  Walton  would  have  chosen  to 
go  a-fishing  with.”  Lamb  could  not  have 
paid  our  fraternity  a greater  compliment, 
and  it  is  not  undeserved,  for  anglers  are 
“free,  hearty,  and  honest,”  and  of  the 
sport  they  pursue,  it  is  free  from  all  taint 
of  vice  ; it  lacks  in  its  simplicity— and  this 
is  the  charm  of  it — the  surroundings  that 
unfortunately  are  common  to  some  other 
sports. 

As  far  back  as  the  early  part  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  Dame  Juliana  Berners 
wrote  of  the  angler : “ And  yet  atte  the 
leest  he  hath  his  holsom  walke  and  mery  at 
his  ease  : a swete  ayre  of  the  swete  sauoure 
of  the  meede  floures : that  makyth  him 

hungry And  yf  the  angler  take 

fysshe,  surely  thenne  is  there  noo  man 
merier  than  he  is  in  his  spyryte.” 

Charles  Kingsley,  in  “Chalk  Stream 
Studies,”  speaks  of  the  angler’s  opportunity 
for  observation : “ There,  as  he  wades,  he 
sees  a hundred  sights,  and  hears  a hundred 
tones,  which  are  hidden  from  the  traveller 
on  the  dusty  highway  above.  The  traveller 
fancies  he  has  seen  the  country.  So  he  has ; 
the  outside  of  it,  at  least ; but  the  angler 
only  sees  the  inside.  The  angler  only  is 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  flower,  and 
bird,  and  insect  life  of  the  rich  river  banks, 
the  only  part  of  the  landscape  where  the 
hand  of  man  has  never  interfered,  and  the 
only  part  in  general  which  never  feels  the 
drought  of  summer,  ‘ the  trees  planted  by 
the  waterside,  whose  leaf  shall  not  wither.’  ’ 

How  many  London  anglers — club  men — have 
read  “The  Complete  Angler”?  I should  say 
less  than  10.  per  cent.  I have  met  with  some  who, 
although  they  had  heard  of  Walton,  had  never 
heard  of  Walton’s  book. 

Tbere  was  a drama,  “ Izaak  Walton,”  written  by 
Dance,  and  first  produced  at  the  Olympic  in  April, 
1839  ; the  cast  was  a fairly  strong  one,  and  included 
Madame  Yestris  and  Mr.  W.  Farren.  It  is  a 
pretty  little  play,  and  I noticed  it  is  dedicated  to 
the  “ Walton  and  Cotton  Club.”  If  some  histrionic 
members  of  our  fraternity  would  only  take  it  up 
and  give  an  amateur  performance  of  this  little 
play — the  funds  of  the  “ Anglers’  Benevolent  ” or 
what  not,  would  receive  a substantial  addition. 

Gresham  F.  (W.  N.). 


SOME  NOTES  ON  BREAM. 


By  Old  Hand. 


A NOVICE  may  be  passing  some  famous  hole, 
eddy,  slack,  or  gentle  running  deep,  in  Thames, 
Trent,  Ouse,  or  Med  way,  and  see  a number  of  bream 
priming,  rolling,  splashing,  or  otherwise  disport- 
ing themselves,  as  is  their  habit,  and  as  ho  stands 
gazing  at  the  poculiar  spectacle,  full  of  hope  and 
expectation,  let  him  not  imagine  that  ho  can 
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capture  them  as  he  pleases,  for  so  uncertain  are 
they  in  their  feeding  that  three  times  out  of  four, 
try  as  he  will,^  he  may  not  succeed  in  catching 
more  than  a fish  or  two.  Taking  one  occasion 
with  another,  I have  repeatedly  noticed  that  from 
3 p.m.  until  about  7 or  8,  and  from  dusk  until 
about  11  or  12  o’clock,  is  the  very  best  time  to 
capture  them. 

Before  throwing  in  one  particle  of  ground- 
bait,  the  first  thing  of  importance  is  to  try  and 
find  out  on  what  they  are  feeding,  for  what,  may 
I ask,  is  the  use  of  baiting  a swim  with  a mixture 
of  bread,  bran,  and  potatoes,  two  or  three  thou- 
sand lobs,  sheep’s  or  bullock’s  blood  and  fresh 
brewer’s  grains,  boiled  wheat,  or  cotton  cake,  if 
they  prefer  gentles,  red  or  white  paste,  a nicely 
browned  wasp  grub,  or  a bit  of  clean,  white 
“scratching  ” ? I have  known  a celebrated  bream 
hole  on  the  Trent  baited  haphazard  with  2,000 
' lobs— result  one  small  bream.  I have  known 
another  on  the  Thames  baited  in  a similar  manner, 
and  fished  most  patiently  by  an  adept — result  not 
a bream ; and  so  on,  ad  finem.  This  may  be  called 
baiting  on  spec.,  and  a very  bad  spec,  it  often 
proves.  It  may  not  be  believed  by  the  novice, 
that  bream  sometimes  prefer  a marsh-worm  to  a 
lob,  a brandling  to  either,  and  even  gentles  to  worms 
of  any  sort,  if  the  water  is  rising  slowly  and  it  is 
the  proper  colour,  I unhesitatingly  pronounce  for 
the  worm,  more  especially  when  used  in  holes, 
gentle  eddies  and  slacks  formed  near  the  side,  out 
of  the  hurly-burly  of  the  main  current.  In  such 
| cases  catch  your  fish  on  the  rise ; do  not  wait 
until  the  water  has  gone  down  and  cleared, 
and  the  fish  have  glutted  themselves  to  reple- 
tion. 

Having  found  out  on  what  the  bream  are 
■ feeding,  ground-bait  accordingly,  and  take  the 
depth  at  the  same  time.  This  advice  appears 
very  simple,  but.  so  much  depends  upon  what 
sort  of  a swim  it  is,  and  where  it  is  situated, 
conformation  of  the  bank,  depth  and  force  of 
the  current,  &c.,  and  the  best  tackle  suitable, 
that  nine  times  out  of  ten  the  novice  had  better 
take  counsel  with  someone  who  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  swim  and  its  peculiarities, 
and  so  save  money,  time,  and  trouble.  In  the 
Thames  bream  are  sometimes  scared  out  of  their 
natural  haunts  into  rather  strong  streams ; then 
the  novice  cannot  do  better  than  use  a ledger 
sufficiently  heavy  to  keep  the  bait  well  down  in 
spite  of  the  force  of  the  current,  in  other  words, 
it  should  not  be  surged  off  the  bottom,  but 
always  heavy  enough  to  anchor  the  bait. 
Such  swims  are  usually  fished  from  a punt,  and 
the  lead  or  bullet  cast  into  the  swim  from  a quick- 
running Nottingham  reel;  or,  failing  that,  by 
paying  out  line  on  the  bottom  of  the  punt,  the 
weight  in  a clear  water  being,  at  least,  2ft.  6in. 
from  the  bait,  but  frequently  running  up  and 
down  6in.  or  9in.  of  gimp,  in  the  middle  of 
a 3ft.  length  of  gut.  1 much  prefer  it  on  the 
line. 

The  weight  should  be  held  taut  and  straight  as 
a ramrod  from  the  rod-top,  and  the  finer  the  line 
<say  a No.  2 plait)  the  smaller  may  be  the 
weight. 

In  gentler  swims,  from  4ft.  to  6ft.  in  depth,  tight- 
corking  can  be  practised  with  success,  using  a 6in. 
or  7in.  thin  quill,  carrying  from  four  to  six  shots 
dispersed  according  to  the  force  of  the  current. 

If  the  water  be  6ft.  in  depth,  place  the  float, 
say,  6ft.  9in.  or  7ft. . It  may  be  possible  to  cast 
it  right  into  the  swim,  but  if  not,  it  can  easily  be 
“ worked  ” down  to  the  spot  required,  for  the  flood 
must  not  be  allowed  to  travel,  but  held  perfectly 
still,  with  its  nose  standing  out  like  a snag,  a sure 
sign  that  the  bait  is  on  the  bottom  ; but  should 
the  float  present  a long  tail  on  the  water,  swaying 
to  and  fro,  pinch  more  shots  on  the  gut  until  the 
float  stands  out  as  required.  There  are  several 
methods  practised  to  accomplish  it,  but  I prefer 
Has  to  any  other,  more  especially  from  a punt, 
the  thinner  the  float  and  the  finer  the  line,  the 
less  resistance  there  is  to  the  current.  A little 
ground-bait  may  be  thrown  in  now  and  again  above 
the  float,  and  on  it  indicating  a bite,  the  stroke 
should  not  be  a straight  upward  stroke,  but  with 
the  rod-top  up  stream.  If,  after  carefully  fishing 
one  hour,  the  bream  refuse  to  bite,  then  the  next 
best  thing  for  the  angler  to  do  is  to  go  home  and 
smoke  his  pipe  and  wait  for  a more  favourable 
opportunity,  and  when  it  occurs  let  him  make 
the  most  of  it,  for  they  may  cease  biting  at  anv 
moment,  J 
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promised  towards  the  Memorial  Window,  but 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Editor  from  town 
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THE  HOOK-AND-LINE  FISHERIES. 


By  Capt.  C.  C.  Longridge,  Assoc.  Inst.  C E. 
Hook-and-line  fishing  employs  so  large  a body 
of  men  that,  on  obvious  politico-economic  grounds, 
its  well-being  is  a matter  of  some  importance. 
This  method  of  fishing,  too,  has  the  advantage 
over  trawling,  in  so  far  as  it  does  not  catch  fish 
during  the  period  of  reproduction,  and,  in  most 
cases,  secures  them  in  better  condition.  The  line 
fisherman,  however,  has  the  disadvantage  of  being 
dependent  not  only  on  the  weather,  but  also  on 
the  supply  of  bait.  To  control  the  weather,  un- 
fortunately, is  not  within  human  power,  but  to 
secure  a constant  and  sufficient  supply  of  bait 
lies  well  within  the  province  of  practical  science, 
and  deserves  special  consideration. 

The  long-line,  spilliard,  spiller,  buffer  or  trot 
of  the  various  small  boats  up  to  the  Great  Grimsby 
smack,  with  its  string  of  more  than  seven  nautical 
miles  of  line  and  its  4680  hooks  ; the  drift  and 
the  ground  line,  not  omitting  the  crab  and  lobster 
pots,  all  require  a vast  quantity  of  fresh  bait, 
whether  of  mussels,  whelks,  pilchards,  herring, 
or  squid.  Now,  the  beds  or  scalps  of  mussels  and 
whelks  have  been  drawn  on  to  such  an  extent, 
that  in  many  places  the  yield  is  far  below  the 
demand;  whilst  for  the  supply  of  pilchards, 
herrings,  and  squid  the  line  fisherman  is  entirely 
dependent  on  the  drift  and  seine  netters  and  on 
the  trawlers. 

Everywhere  the  bait  supply  is  precarious.  In 
the  port  of  Plymouth,  for  instance,  long-lining 
may  now  be  said  scarcely  to  pay,  so  much  time  is 
wasted  in  waiting  for  bait.  “ Night  after  night,” 
says  the  “Journal  of  the  Marine  Biological  Associa- 
tion ” for  1892,  “ boats  are  compelled  to  remain  in 
harbour  because  the  crew  found  it  impossible  to 
procure  bait.”  There  is  reason  to  believe  this 
scarcity  of  bait  is  more  or  less  general  through- 
out the  country.  The  evil  effects  of  insufficient 
bait  are  of  course  augmented  by  the  threatened 
decrease  of  productiveness  in  the  hook-and-line 
fisheries.  For,  when  fish  becomes  scarce  and 
undersized,  its  capture  to  the  same  gross  amount 
entails  a correspondingly  increased  use  of  bait. 
The  direct  financial  effect  of  an  insufficient  supply 
is  to  raise  its  cost  price,  and  thus  not  only  depress 
the  trade  but  help  to  lighten  the  purse  of  the 
fisherman  and  his  customer. 

On  these  grounds  therefore  it  is  not  inoppor- 
tune to  inquire  what  remedial  measures  could  be 
undertaken  to  restore  the  balance  of  Nature,  and 
readjust  the  relation  between  supply  and  demand. 
There  are  obviously  three  means  that  appear 
eminently  suited ; namely — 

The  establishment  of  bait  farms. 

The  wider  employment  of  artificial  bait. 

The  more  economical  use  of  existing  supplies. 

Bait  Farms. 

“This,”  remarked  Dr.  Giintber,  “is,  I consider, 
a most  important  point.  My  own  observations 
have  shown  me  that  the  coasts  of  Devon,  and 
especially  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  offer  splendid 
facilities  for  bait  farms.  The  diffusion  of  in- 
formation on  this  subject  would  be  a very  useful 
function  of  your  technical  education  scheme.” 

If  the  rights  of  the  foreshore  can  be  sufficiently 
guarded,  there  seems  no  reason  why  extensive 
bait  cultivation  should  not  be  carried  out  in 
suitable  localities.  It  is  successfully  carried  out 
in  France  and  in  several  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
the  possibility  is  thus  proven.  The  main  question 
is,  who  ought  to  undertake  the  work?  Pre- 
ferably the  country,  through  its  council,  or  its 
fishery  board ! 

But  any  enterprise  in  this  direction  must  start 
from  a full  knowledge  of  the  life  history  of  the 
bait.  First  there  must  be  what  has  been  termed 
a “ practical  ” investigation ; that  is,  a thorough 
scientific  research  directed  to  a practical  end. 

Artificial  Bait. 

For  the  same  reason  any  attempt  to  find  a 
cheap  artificial  bait  must  begin  from  a knowledge 


of  the  ways  in  which  fishes  find  and  recognise 
their  food.  In  1887  the  Council  of  the  Marine 
Biological  Association,  convinced  of  the  right 
method  of  procedure,  appointed  Mr.  W.  Bateson 
to  make  certain  researches  into  the  physiology 
of  the  sense  organs  of  fishes.  The  observations 
made  by  this  gentleman,  and  continued  by  Mr. 
F.  Hughes,  cannot,  perhaps,  be  said  to  have  led 
to  a discovery,  for  every  naturalist  of  note  within 
the  last  fifev  years  was  probably  aware  of  the 
physiological  peculiarities  observed. 

The  experiments  conducted  at  the  Marine 
Laboratory,  Plymouth,  clearly  established  the  fact 
that  a number  of  fish  such  as  the  bass,  bream, 
bullhead,  red  gurnard,  grey  gurnard,  horse 
mackerel,  herring,  dory,  pouting,  whiting,  pollack, 
cod,  turbot,  brill,  plaice,  dab,  flounder,  and 
possibly  halibut — seek  their  food  chiefly  by  sight. 
Others,  such  as  skate,  conger  eel,  rockling,  roach, 
sucker,  sole,  little  sole,  and  sterlet,  hunt  and 
identify  it  by  the  sense  of  smell  alone ; whilst  a 
few  species — rockling,  sole — are  also  aided  by 
special  organs  of  touch. 

The  bearing  of  this  distinction  on  the  question 
of  artificial  bait  is  so  important  that  it  may  be 
well  to  follow  Messrs.  Bateson  and  Hughes  in  their 
account  of  the  observations  made.  There  are,  they 
discovered,  certain  points  of  resemblance  in  the 
habits  of  the  fish  that  seek  their  food  by  smell. 
In  the  first  place  they  are  all  more  or  less  nocturnal 
animals,  and  remain  hiding  by  day,  many  of  them 
being  furnished  with  specialmodes  of  concealment. 
For  example,  the  conger  and  the  rockling  live  in 
holes  in  the  rocks,  the  eel  in  mud,  the  sucker 
and  the  loach  under  stones,  while  the  sole  lies 
completely  buried  in  the  sand,  the  eyeballs  alone 
being  exposed.  When  left  to  themselves  they 
generally  lie  motionless  until  dusk,  when  they 
begin  to  swim  about  with  more  or  less  activity. 
If,  however,  while  they  are  lying  thus  hidden  the 
juice  of  food  substances,  such  as  squid  or  pilchard, 
is  poured  into  the  water,  they  come  out,  and  feel 
about  for  a considerable  time,  clearly  perceiving 
the  odour.  None  of  these  fishes  ever  start  in 
quest  of  food  when  it  is  first  put  into  the  tank, 
but  wait  for  an  interval,  doubtless  until  the  scent 
has  been  diffused  through  the  water.  Having 
perceived  the  scent  of  food,  they  swim  vaguely 
about  and  appear  to  seek  it  by  examining  the 
whole  area  prevaded  by  the  scent,  having  seem- 
ingly no  sense  of  the  direction  whence  it  proceeds. 
Though  some  of  these  animals  have  some  visual 
preception  of  objects  moving  in  the  water,  yet  at 
no  time  was  there  the  slightest  indication  of  any, 
recognition  of  food  substance  by  sight.  On  the 
other  hand  when  the  olfactory  organ  was 
destroyed  in  the  rockling  or  conger,  the  animal 
did  not  leave  its  hiding-place  to  hunt,  though  it 
seized  food  placed  near  its  face.  Stones  or  other 
objects  rubbed  with  food  attracted  these  fishes  as 
much  as  food  itself,  and  when  very  hungry  they 
snap  at  such  uneatable  substances,  though  they 
are  rejected  after  being  taken  into  the  mouth. 

For  this  class  of  fish  then  it  would  appear  that 
the  solution  of  the  bait  difficulty  is  an  easy  one, 
and  lies  in  preparing  attractive  fish  extracts  to 
be  applied  to  a suitable  cheap  medium.  This  was 
the  course  followed  by  Mr.  Bateson. 

In  using  fish  extracts  Mr.  Bateson  proposed 
to  prepare  bait,  either  by  extracting  the  flavour 
of  squid  or  pilchard,  and  compounding  it  with 
some  tough  substance ; or  by  finely  dividing  squid 
or  pilchard  and  mixing  it  with  some  cheap  sub- 
stance, so  as  to  make  a little  of  it  go  further.  “ I 
made,”  says  Mr.  Bateson,  “ some  preliminary 
experiments  with  extraction  by  ether,  and  found 
that  from  nereis  and  from  herrings,  after  the 
ether  had  been  distilled  off,  an  oily  fluid  remained, 
which  certainly  attracted  rocklings  most  power- 
fully, and  caused  them  to  snap  at  stones  dipped 
in  it.  That  obtained  from  herring  also  brought 
the  conger  out  of  their  holes,  but  they  did  not 
show  the  eagerness  that  they  do  when  seeking 
actual  food.”  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  con- 
ger were  very  hungry,  a little  extract  of  squid 
“ poured  into  the  tank  sufficed  to  put  them  into 
a state  of  great  excitement ; they  would  seize 
rags  which  had  been  dipped  in  it,  but  1 did  not 
succeed  in  compounding  it  with  any  substance 
which  they  cared  to  eat.”  (Journal  M.  Biol. 
Assoc.  Yol.  I.,  No.  3,  p.  254.) 

But  although  Mr.  Bateson  and  Mr.  Hughes 
succeeded  in  obtaining  attractive  extracts  they 
both  met  with  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  dis- 
covering a suitable  medium  of  application.  A 
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substance  was  needed  which  would  soak  up 
enough  extract  to  retain  its  odour  for  a sullicient 
time  in  the  water,  and  yet  bo  soft  enough  to 
allcw  of  the  fish  getting  hooked.  A number  of 
common  substances,  flannel,  butter-cloths,  sponge, 
turnip,  china,  clay,  gums,  &c.,  were  tried,  but  the 
majority  were  either  not  sufficiently  porous,  or 
lacked  strength  and  toughness,  or  were  other- 
wise unsuitable.  Gelatine  appeared  at  first  to  be 
just  the  material  required ; but  in  order  to  mix 
the  extract  with  it  heat  must  bo  applied,  and  this 
completely  destroyed  the  smell  of  the  extract. 
A somewhat  promising  material  was  obtained  by 
boiling  down  skate  skins  until  they  were  quite 
soft,  and  pressing  them  into  blocks,  but  like  a 
number  of  other  gelatine  preparations,  they 
would  not  withstand  the  prolonged  action  of  the 
water.  And  so  far  the  difficulty  of  the  “medium” 
remains  unsolved.  Recognising  tho  difficulty  of 
using  liquid  extracts,  both  gentlemen  next 
experimented  with  various  kinds  of  mackerel  and 
squid  mashes ; but,  although  the  mixtures 
possessed  attractive  properties,  their  use  was  not 
found  practicable.  Experiments  with  essential 
oils  likewise  proved  unsatisfactory. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A FIGHTING  DEVIL  FISH. 


In  December,  1874,  a small  fleet  of  thirteen 
whale  ships  were  anchored  in  the  beautiful 
harbour  of  Magdalena  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  Lower 
California.  The  Bowhead  season  in  the  Arctic 
Ocean  had  been  a complete  failure,  most  of  the 
ships  having  returned  to  Honolulu  clean.  While 
refitting  there  sundry  reports  came  in  of  a great 
number  of  whales  being  seen  on  the  Californian 
coast,  and,  in  consequence,  the  first  ships  ready 
for  sea  made  their  way  thither  with  all  the  speed 
they  might. 

American  whaleman  are  proverbially  ready  for 
any  species  of  whale  that  may  happen  along, 
provided  he  be  catchable  (he  being  the  epicene 
gender  of  whales  as  she  is  of  ships),  but  of  all  the 
kinds  they  successfully  seek,  the  Californian  devil 
fish  is  the  toughest  to  encounter.  It  is  a 
rorqual,  and  so  closely  alike  to  the  humpback 
( Balcena  sibbosa ) as  to  suggest  that  it  may  be 
the  same  animal  with  local  peculiarities. 

The  oil  is  almost  as  valuable  as  that  obtained 
from  the  Sperm  whale,  and  they  also  yield  a small 
quantity  of  baleen  (whalebone),  although  it  is 
short  and  narrow  as  compared  with  that  carried 
by  its  gigantic  Greenland  congener. 

Many  are  the  opprobrious  epithets  applied  to 
this  whale  by  whalemen,  some  quite  unprint- 
able, but  all  well  deserved.  Still  the  usual  term 
devil  fish  sums  him  up  succinctly,  and  in  view  of 
his  diabolical  ingenuity  and  energy  it  would  be 
hard  to  apply  a more  fitting  term.  He  is  the 
bete-noir  of  all  the  cetacea.  In  deep  waters  he  is 
absolutely  unapproachable,  being  so  abnormally 
agile  and  swift,  and  is  therefore  invariably  left 
severely  alone  under  those  conditions. 

At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  the  gravid  cows 
seek  some  favourite  bay  or  lagoon,  and  there  in 
fancied  security  bring  forth  their  young.  Secure 
they  are  indeed  from  their  usual  hangers-on,  the 
immense  tiger  sharks  to  whom  a suckling  whale 
is  indeed  a succulent  morsel,  worth  any  amount 
of  patient  scheming  to  obtain.  All  the  instinctive 
forethought  shown  by  the  female  devil  fish, 
however,  is  fruitless  to  hide  them  from  the 
whaleman,  and  many  of  them  with  their  lovers 
who  follow  fall  victims  to  the  universal  destroyer. 
Nevertheless  such  is  the  marvellous  cunning 
and  strategy  evinced  by  these  mammals  in  their 
conflicts  with  man  that  casualties  are  extremely 
numerous,  and  none  but  the  most  skilful  and 
cool  can  hope  to  emerge  from  them  scatheless, 
towing  their  quarry  after  them.  Joyful,  indeed, 
are  the  boat’s  crew  who,  having  by  chance 
harpooned  a bull  devil  fish,  succeed  in  slaying 
him,  and  triumphantly  planting  upon  his  broad 
bilge  the  blue  symbol  of  capture.  The  cows  being 
more  languid  fall  a somewhat  easier  prey, 
attacked  just  before  parturition  their  condition 
renders  them  incapable  of  their  usual  violent 
evolutions,  and  their  habitual  cunning  seems  to 
fail  them  in  the  hour  of  need.  Or  should  one  be 
attacked  with  a suckling  by  her  side,  tho  mighty 
mother-love  of  that  vast  creature  will  effectively 
overcome  her  natural  terror  and  rage,  and  even 


enable  her  to  patiently  endure  the  final  throes  of 
death  in  placid  quiet,  sheltering  her  cherished 
calf  to  the  last  under  her  long  wing-like  pectoral 
fins. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  the  flukes  will  be  upheaved 
as  if  for  a mighty  blow,  but  they  descend  with 
the  utmost  gentleness  although  the  lance  thrusts 
are  searching  her  vitals.  Thus  it  is  that  efforts 
are  always  directed  against  calving  cows,  for  when 
due  precautions  are  taken,  their  capture  is  com- 
paratively easy. 

If,  however,  the  fatal  mistake  should  be  made 
of  slaying  the  calf  while  yet  the  mother  retains 
her  tremendous  vitality,  matters  for  the  hunters 
become  serious  indeed.  Every  nerve  must  be 
strained,  every  known  artifice  resorted  to  if  the 
awful  wrath  of  the  infuriated  leviathan  is  to  be 
escaped.  Possessed  of  incredible  strength, 
guided  by  wonderful  cunning,  a more  terrible 
enemy  can  hardly  be  imagined  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  catastrophe  here  recorded  will 
aptly  illustrate  its  potentiality  of  destruction.. 

An  hour  before  dawn  on  that  eventful  morning 
the  hoarse  voices  of  the  officers  burst  stridently 
upon  the  solemn  stillness  of  the  calm  air.  A 
short  interval  of  quiet  while  the  sleepy  crews 
snatched  a reluctant  meal,  and  then,  as  the  first 
quivering  flashes  of  tender  tints  pervaded  the 
blue-black  dome  above,  fifty-two  boats  were 
lowered  simultaneously.  A multitudinous  rattling 
of  boats’  falls,  a confused  splashing,  much  harsh 
and  violent  language  (as  the  manner  of  the 
American  officer  is),  and  the  flotilla  dispersed, 
fan-like,  for  the  day’s  quest.  I was.  then  boat 
header  of  the  boat  waist  of  the  Providence,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  master’s  orders  made  for 
the  lee  of  Cape  Rodondo,  in  company  with  my 
fellow  officers  from  the  same  ship.  Certain 
indications  near  the  cape  on  the  previous  evening 
had  shown  great  probability  that  we  should  there 
find  fish  this  morning. 

So  still  was  the  air  and  glassy  the  sea  that  we 
floated  as  on  a mirror,  the  gentle  undulation  of 
the  Pacific  swell  not  sufficing  to  ripple  the 
shining  surface.  The  faint  thud  of  the  oars  in 
the  well-padded  rowlocks  were  distinctly  audible 
from  the  farthest  boat  of  the  flotilla,  and  a 
whispered  order  could  be  clearly  distinguished 
many  yards  distant. 

Suddenly  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  us  a 
whale  broke  water,  startling  the  nearest  boat’s 
crew  greatly,  who,  expecting  nothing  less,  were 
leisurely  pulling  for  their  rendezvous.  A tiny 
spiral  of  vapour  in  the  whirling  eddies  showe  d 
the  presence  of  a calf,  as,  with  the  temerity  of 
youth  the  infant  gambolled  gaily  upon  the  surface 
around  its  mother.  The  harpooner  was  a newly- 
promoted  man,  somewhat  nervous  and  over- 
anxious to  justify  his  selection  for  the  post. 
Without  a thought  save  to  strike  deep  and  sure, 
he  raised  his  iron  and  made  a tremendous  dart  at 
the  youngling.  The  heavy  weapon  completely 
transfixed  its  small  body,  and  before  one  could  well 
realize  what  had  been  done,  its  few  convulsive 
quiverings  had  ceased,  and  it  hung  limply  at  the 
end  of  the  tow-line,  dead.  A few  seconds  of 
breathless  interval,  like  the  calm  before  the 
cyclone,  passed.  Then  sudden  as  the  levin  flash, 
without  sign  of  her  approach,  the  horror-stricken 
crew  of  the  attacking  boat  beheld  the  vast  flukes 
of  the  avenging  mother  flourishing  about  their 
heads.  The  blow  fell,  smashing  the  boat  into 
smallest  fragments,  but  the  crew  in  that  second 
of  suspense  had  dived  and  so  escaped  imme- 
diate destruction.  As  no  whale  will  attack  a man 
in  the  water,  they  were  safe  so  far.  Hardly  had 
this  swashing  blow  been  delivered  when  the  bow 
of  my  boat,  though  fully  a furlong  distant  from 
the  wreck,  was  suddenly  lifted  high  in  air,  tum- 
bling us  all  aft  in  a heap.  No  opportunity  was 
given  us  to  do  anything ; before  we  could  resume 
our  stations  a sidelong  stroke  had  cleft  our  boat 
in  three  pieces.  My  unhappy  negro  harpooner 
was  entangled  in  the  line,  the  capsized  line-tub 
falling  upon  him  at  the  first  onset. 

While  struggling  to  free  himself  the  whale 
came  again  with  a rush  like  an  avalanche,  and, 
swerving,  delivered  another  blow  at  the  debris 
with  the  flat  of  her  flukes  which  would  have 
crushed  a boiler.  She  passed,  leaving  the  water 
strewn  with  wreckage,  and  the  poor  mangled 
black  a shapeless  lump  of  flesh.  Another  boat 
speedily  arrived  to  our  rescue  and  wo  all  got 
safely  on  board,  but  in  the  brief  interval  which 
had  elapsed  since  our  mishap  four  more  boats 
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had  been  destroyed  and  three  of  their  men 
killed. 

The  position  was  very  serious.  At  least  two 
miles  of  deep  water  lay  between  us  and  the 
nearest  land.  Our  progress  was  necessarily  slow, 
hampered  as  wo  were  with  a double  crew,  and  at 
any  moment  that  raging  monster  might  appear 
from  the  depths  and  utterly  destroy  us.  A 
breeze  had  risen  making  a ripple  sufficient  to 
hide  from  our  view  what  was  going  on  a 
short  distance  away.  Oh,  how  slowly  we  moved, 
although  all  the  strength  we  possessed  was 
applied  to  the  oars.  We  passed  through  much 
wreckage  showing  only  too  plainly  what  a great 
amount  of  damage  had  been  done.  Our  hopes 
were  very  faint  indeed  that  we  should  safely 
reach  the  sheltering  shore,  and  again  and  again 
warning  cracks  from  the  hardly-used  oars 
bade  us  beware  lest  in  our  anxiety  we  should 
break  one.  Nearer  and  nearer  we  drew  until  the 
white  sand  at  the  bottom  gleamed  beneath.  , 
Then,  at  a sudden  yell  of  warning  from  the 
officer  at  the  steer-oar,  all  hands  leapt  for  their 
lives  and  struck  out  for  the  sand-spit  within  a few 
yards  of  us. 

Only  just  in  time,  for  again  came  the  terror 
with  unabated  rage  and  force,  unspent  apparently 
by  all  her  extraordinary  efforts  of  that  morning. 

Crash  went  the  boat,  and  next  moment  its 
fragments  were  hurling  through  the  air. 
Again  and  again  she  rushed  through  the 
wreckage  striking  right  and  left  at  the 
smallest  fragments,  lashing  the  sea  into  crea.my 
foam  and  apparently  unable  to  satiate  her  thirst 
for  vengeance  even  now.  Presently  she  dis- 
appeared again,  doubtless  in  search  of  fresh 
victims  if  any  remained.  W e mounted  a small 
eminence  near  and  looked  anxioutly  around,  but 
with  the  exception  of  the  distant  ship3  no  craft 
whatever  could  be  seen. 

As  far  as  we  could  see,  a clean  sweep  had  been 
made  of  the  whole  flotilla,  although  we  had  still 
hopes  that  some  might  have  escaped  the  general 
destruction.  Would  she  turn  her  attention  to  the 
ships  was  our  next  thought,  and  reminiscences 
were  quickly  exchanged  of  cases  where  ships  had 
been  destroyed  by  savage  whales  in  lonely  seas. 
Still,  after  her  tremendous  exertions  of  the  morn- 
ing, it  hardly  seemed  probable  that  she  would 
have  sufficient  vigour  left  for  a task  of  such 
magnitude,  even  for  her  Titanic  energy.  A 
long  and  weary  day  was  spent  by  us  upon 
that  desolate  spot,  but  just  before  sunset 
a boat  was  seen  approaching.  The  rowers  were 
evidently  weary,  and  small  wonder,  since  they 
had  spent  many  hours  in  rescuing  those  who  like 
ourselves  had  managed  to  escape  to  the  shore  in 
various  places  around  the  great  bay.  From  them 
we  learned  that  of  the  flotilla  of  fifty-two 
boats  which  had  started  from  the  fleet  that 
morning,  only  two  had  escaped  intact. 

That  they  had  done  so  was  entirely  due  to  the 
great  exertions  of  the  crews  who,  chased  into 
shallow  water  by  the  devil  fish,  had  sprung 
overboard  as  soon  as  the  boats’  keels  touched  the 
sand,  and  dragged  them  well  up  on  the  beach. 
They  reported  that  even  then  the  whale  had 
rolled  itself  in  after  them  farther  than  they  had 
ever  seen  whale  come  before  voluntarily. 

After  thrashing  about  for  a minute  or  two  in 
impotent  fury,  it  rolled  back  again  into  deep 
water,  and  they  saw  it  no  more.  It  disappeared 
as  suddenly  as  it  came,  but  the  memory  of  those 
few  fierce  hours  will  never  fade  from  those  who 
assisted  while  life  lasts. 

The  disaster  to  the  fleet  was  complete,  and 
for  that  season  irremediable.  Since  but  one 
boat  was  left  to  each  ship,  all  hope  of  further 
prosecution  of  the  fishery  was  at  an  end  until 
a return  to  Honolulu  for  refitting.  So  next 
morning  the  doleful  order  was  given  to  man  the 
windlasses,  and  one  by  one  the  vessels  spread 
their  white  wings  and  fled  from  the  battle-field, 
leaving  all  the  honours  of  victory  with  the 
fighting  devil  jisffi F.  T.  Bullen. 

Julian  Ralph  will  contribute  a very  timely 
article  to  the  November  Scribner's  on  “ A News- 
paper Office  on  Election  Night.  He  tells,  with 
a thorough  appreciation  of  the  hard  work  in- 
volved, of  the  exacting  and  rushing  times  on 
such  an  occasion.  It  is  a graphic  and  stirring 
account  of  the  fairly  wondorful  things  accom- 
plished in  these  days  of  the  telegraph  ;and  tele- 
phone by  a groat  metropolitan  newspaper. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


Add <45 


✓30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

\ 40  ,,  ,,  Putney. 

<45  ,,  „ Hammer- 

j smith. 

\50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  plaoes,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

s55  min.  for  Kew. 

\75  „ „ Richmond. 

Add]  80  „ „ Twicken- 

/ ham. 

vgs  fj  tt  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong’wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Evening 

6.19 

7.22 

8.44 

10.21 


Saturday,  Oct. 

6 

Morning 

5.56 

Sunday,  ,, 

7 

6.47 

Monday,  ,, 

8 

7.59 

Tuesday,  ,, 

9 

9.36 

Wednesday,  ,, 

10 

11.  2 

Thursday,  ,, 

11 

Friday,  „ 

12 

0.24 

High  Water  at 

Amberley  and 

0.  1 

0.42 


Millar,  451b.  weight  of  barbel ; another  day,  with  Messrs. 
Back,  Fielding,  and  Nash,  forty-six  barbel  and  a 
few  roach,  the  largest  barbel  6 Jib.  ; the  total  weight 
of  the  take  was  1421b. ; another  day,  with  Messrs. 
Wilson  and  Groombridge,  twenty-eight  barbel,  weighing 
601b. ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Jones,  seven  barbel  and  four 
dozen  of  roach  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  of 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  twelve  barbel  and  two 
chub.— -B.  , „ 

(Shepperton). — George  Rosewell  tells  me 


Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.  6 6.36  6.59 

Sunday,  ,,  7 7.27  8.  2 

Monday,  ,,  8 8.39  9.24 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks.  — In  my 
visits  to  different  portions  of  the  river  this  week  I have 
been  assured  that  in  some  places  the  water  is  in  better 
condition,  with  the  fish  on  the  feed,  and  that  in  other 
districts  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  anglers,  and  the 
fish  were  not  on  the  feed.  When  I was  at  Staines  on 
Monday  last  I called  upon  my  friend  Mr.  E.  H.  Blarney, 
the  piscatorial  proprietor  of  the  riverside  hostelry  of  the 
Pack  Horse,  when  he  informed  me  of  a recent  occurrence, 

I believe  last  week,  of  an  angler  having  baited  a swim 
for  barbel  which  he  intended  to  occupy  the  day  but 
one  after ; and,  this  fact  having  got  about,  two  other 
anglers,  on  the  following  day  after  the  baiting,  took 
possession  of  the  swim,  and  succeeded  in  making  a splen- 
did catch  of  barbel.  When  the  angler  came  down  on 
the  day  he  proposed  he  was  unable  to  find  any  fish. 
There  could  be  no  approval  of  the  action  of  the  two 
anglers  if  it  was  intentionally  done,  but  there  is  the 
fact  that  to  get  a good  take  of  barbel  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  select  a swim  and  to  bait  it  well  previously 
with  worms.  We  have  passed  over  at  the  end  of  the 
last  week  one  of  the  periods  when  extra  watching  is 
found  necessary  to  protect  the  river  from  being  netted, 
and  I am  pleased  to  inform  the  anglers  that  aU 
passed  off  safely  from  any  attempt  being  made. 
There  are  still  two  other  dates  requiring  attention. 

A reply  to  the  “ Epsom  ” letter  in  respect  to  the  takes 
of  fish  appears  in  another  column.  There  are  only  two 
districts  now  which  I cannot  strictly  vouch  for  their 
accuracy,  and  in  one  the  names  are  now  given,  but  after 
my  fortnight’s  rest,  I hope  to  adopt  other  means  of 
obtaining  less  objectionable  returns.  Mr.  Ernest  De  la 
Rue  was  convicted  by  the  Staines  Bench  on  Monday  last 
for  trailing,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Hntchens  for  a similar 
offence,  the  former  on  the  evidence  of  George  Rosewell, 
of  Shepperton,  and  the  other  on  the  testimony  of  Alfred 
Stroud,  of  Sunbury,  both  being  assistant  river  keepers 
attached  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
by  whom  the  information  was  laid.  Mr.  W.  S.  Bunting, 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  prosecuted.  The  defen- 
dants in  each  case  were  dealt  with  under  the  First 
Offences  Act,  and,  being  the  first  offence  under  the  new 
Thames  Fishery  bye-laws,  they  were  each  fined  ten 
shillings  including  costs.  There  were  two  other  sum- 
monses connected  with  the  second  case,  but,  the  defen- 
dants being  mere  youths,  were  withdrawn  by  the 
prosecution. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — The  veteran  John  Poulter  re 
ports  the  water  is  in  good  order  now  for  all-round  fish 
ing,  but  he  and  Hackett  have  not  done  much  in  fishing 
only  a few  dozen  of  roach  and  some  barbel  and  chub. — B 

Hampton  Court. — William  Milbourne  states 

“ Myself  one  day,  fishing  with  Mr.  Roberts,  who  caught 
five  jack,  the  largest  61b.  ; John  Smith,  one  day,  five 
nice  perch  ; Mr.  Rose,  from  the  bank  on  Saturday  last, 
took  three  barbel,  one  of  them  weighing  91b. , a very 
handsome  fish  which  I weighed  myself.  It  is  the  same 
gentleman  that  caught  one  of  61b.  last  week  off  the  end 
of  the  weir  with  paste.  The  water  here  is  low  and 
bright.” — B. 

(Kingston).— Mr.  Stevens,  one  day  with 

J.  Knight,  three  and  a half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
The  fishermen  have  been  doing  fairly  well  in  all-round 
fishing,  and  their  reports  include  some  jack  and  perch, 
The  largest  barbel  that  has  been  taken  weighed  51b 
The  gudgeon  appear  to  have  gone  off. — B. 

(Heading).  — Fishermen  are  reluctantly 

taking  a rest  in  the  district  of  Reading  on  account  of  the 
brightness  of  the  streams.  The  few  who  have  tried  their 
fortunes  have  not  been  repaid  by  a catch  of  any  sort,  as 
“no  success”, is  the  only  reply  to  inquiries  made. — 
E.  H. 

(Richmond). — There  has  been  nothing 

remarkable  in  the  character  of  sport,  the  punts  here 
only  been  bringing  in  a few  roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  giving 

his  clients  some  satisfactory  sport.  One  day,  with  Mr 


he  has  not  been  out  at  all,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
writes  : “I  have  been  fishing  steadily  all  last  week  and 
to-day — result,  one  jack,  about  three  dozen  roach,  and 
four  small  bream ; fish  not  feeding.” — B. 

— (Streatley). — Water  bright.  Saunders  took  a 
fine  pike  out  yesterday,  with  a gentleman  staying  at 
the  Beetle  and  Wedge,  Moulsford ; 141b.  Several  smaller 

— H.  J.  Gardiner. 

— (Sunbury). — Mr.  Morris,  fishing  one  day  at 
the  weir  with  Alfred  Stroud,  took  six  jack  of  about  41b. 
each,  and  lost  about  a dozen  others  through  using  gut 
and  the  rough  bottom  of  stones.  Alfred  Stroud  assures 
me  there  were  plenty  of  jack  at  the  weir,  and  one  that 
would  go  201b.  One  of  the  fishermen,  designated 
“ Snowball,”  told  me  he  had  had  it  on  twice.  Mr.  Bolt 
fishing  with  E.  Clark  during  the  week,  has  taken  nine- 
teen barbel,  four  bream,  and  eleven  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Stratford,  in  one  day,  seven  brace  of  perch. 
Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  the  week,  thirty  barbel, 
ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a few  fine  chub. — B. 

(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day,  in  two 

hours,  one  bream,  one  barbel,  and  a few  good  roach  ; 
another  day,  with  Mrs.  Yero  Shaw,  seven  good  bream  in 
two  and  a half  hours,  the  fish  weighing  together  171b., 
and  hooked  a carp  estimated  at  91b. , which,  after  play- 
ing it  for  fifteen  minutes,  got  round  the  pole  and  broke 
away.  Another  day,  with  Dr.  Parkhurst,  five  bream 
and  one  brace  of  jack  ; another  day,  in  two  and  a half 
hours,  with  Mr.  Islip,  three  dozen  of  good  roach ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Malcolm,  eight  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ; another  day,  with  the  brothers  Hone,  eight 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a barbel  of  Oflb.  : and 
another  day,  in  two  hours,  with  Mr.  Clark,  four  dozen 
roach  and  dace,  and  one  barbel. — B. 

(Twickenham). — John  Spong,  in  four  days, 

451b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Slaughter,  in  one  day  with 
J.  Dunn,  601b.  of  roach  and  bream,  the  fish  being  shown 
at  the  Swan  Hotel ; Mr.  Lomas  and  Mr.  Beldron,  with  the 
same  fisherman  in  two  other  days,  29flb.  of  roach  and 
dace,  one  perch,  and  one  barbel.  Mr.  Davy  and  Mr. 
Davis,  with  H.  Spiers,  nine  dozen  of  dace  and  seven 
dozen  of  roach  in  two  days ; Mr.  Tomlinson,  with 
T.  Anger,  in  one  day,  eight  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

(Windsor  District). — Water  in  nice  order 

and  weather  could  not  be  better  for  time  of  year,  but 
absence  of  frost  at  night  is  delaying  the  dispersal  of 
weeds,  which  are  still  very  formidable,  making  spinning 
for  jack  anything  but  a pleasure,  so  that  the  pater- 
noster in  between  weeds  is  still  the  best.  Mr.  Minns, 
of  Oakley,  has  had  five  jack,  but  small,  losing  a very 
handsome  fish,  which  bolted  under  a houseboat  and 
fouled  up.  J.  Gray,  jun.,  has  had  a brace  of  barbel 
with  live  minnows,  also  a trout  of  about  41b.,  which  was 
returned.  A few  roach  and  dace  have  been  had,  but  no 
good  bags.  Amongst  others,  Mr.  J.  C.  Howlett,  of 
Eton,  having  the  best  roach  of  the  week  and  largest  yet 
weighed-in  to  the  local  club,  it  weighed  15juz.  Gudgeon 
are  getting  away  into  the  deeps,  a sure  sign  of  approach- 
ing winter. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — Angling  has  improved  some- 
what during  the  week.  Good  fish  have  been  taken 
about  Ferriby  Sluice,  and  Mr.  Slingsby,  of  Brigg,  had 
two  very  nice  pike  on  Monday. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — The  trout  season,  which  ended 
on  the  30th  ult.,  was  undoubtedly  a good  one.  All  the 
streams  have  been  well  stocked,  and  the  weather  being 
so  changeable  and  showery,  fishermen  this  year  have 
nothing  to  grumble  at  in  the  retrospect.  Sea  trout  (peal) 
have  finished  running  earlier  than  usual,  and  salmon  are 
expected  with  every  spring  tide.  Reports  from  Fowey 
and  the  other  estuaries  of  the  county  speak  of  salmon 
leaping  in  great  quantities.  One  rod,  above  Bodmin 
Road,  got  a salmon  of  81b.  on  Wednesday,  and  a fair 
number  of  peal  have  been  taken. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales). — The  river  is  dead  low 
and  angling  is  at  a standstill  except  with  one  or  two 
locals.  Mr.  Shaw,  on  Monday,  had  three  or  four  very 
nice  trout,  one  Jib.,  which,  was  covered’ with  disease, 
which  I am  glad  he  buried.  The  water  is  in  a filthy 
state.  Trout  season  closes  on  13th.  Hope  to  have  rain 
soon;  the  wind  is  very  changeable  to-day  (Wednesday). 
— Alwen. 

Derwent,  Malton  (Yorks).— No  sport  whatever  to 
record  for  the  past  week.  The  river  is  exceedingly  low, 
and  the  water  bright,  and,  although  a number  of  anglers 
have  been  on  the  river,  they  have  done  nothing  ; indeed, 
there  is  not  much  hope  of  sport  until  we  have  had  a 
flood  of  water  down. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  are  still  wanting  ram. 
Some  little  sport  has  been  had.  Captain  Taylor  has 
done  fairly  well  on  the  Okeover  water.  The  weather  is 
as  mild  as  that  of  a month  earlier  in  the  season. — 
D.  & W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Wbitby).  — The  water  continues  low  and  clear, 
yet  there  has  been  some  excellent  sport.  Among  the 
recent  takes  are,  Mr.  R.  Linton,  six  salmon  trout  weigh- 
ing 81b.,  61b.,  111b.,  41b.,  and  two  of  51b.  each  ; Mr. 
Crosens,  two,  of  61b.  each  ; Mr.  Lee,  three,  weighing 
71b.,  151b.,  and  61b.  ; R.  Hay,  two,  of  51b.  and  4Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Micholls,  one,  of  141b.  ; Mr.  Lucy,  one,  of  6ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Moore,  two,  weighing  61b.  and  41b.  ; Mr.  Leslie,  one, 


of  41b.  ; Mr.  J.  Keighley,  one,  of  41b. ; and  T.  Bennison, 
one,  of  141b.— J.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Water  is  in  good  order 
for  all-round  fishing,  and  some  very  nice  bags  of  roach 
and  perch  have  been  had  from  the  canal.  Messrs. 
Edwards  and  Jackmans  scoring  about  five  dozen  near 
Turf  on  Tuesday  last.  Pike  are  now  beginning  to  move 
a little,  Messrs.  Moore  and  Roberts,  out  early  in  the 
week,  took,  spinning,  the  following:  71b.,  41b.,  31b., 
and  2Jlb.— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Pike  fishing 
is  commencing  in  earnest  in  the  fen  country.  The  two 
or  three  frosty  nights  we  have  had  have  set  the  fish  on 
the  move,  and  the  clearance  of  the  weeds  has  enabled 
anglers  to  get  at  them.  Spalding  anglers  have  been 
lucky  on  their  water,  and  some  good  fish  have  come  from 
the  Forty-foot.  A well-known  angler  is  reported  to  have 
had  a week  of  it,  killing  thirty-three  fish  scaling  1101b. 
His  best  scaled  101b.  These  were  got  from  the  Forty- 
foot  and  the  Glenn.  A 91b.  fish  was  taken  from  the 
North  Drove  drain,  and  one  of  51b.  came  from  the  basin 
at  Pode  Hole  near  Spalding.  The  North  Drove  is  full  of 
fine  pike.  Roach  fishing  is  improved,  and  good  bags 
have  been  made  on  the  Fortyfoot  with  gentles  and  paste* 
■Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— During  the  last  ten  days  or 
so,  weed  cutting  on  the  lower  lengths  has  progressed 
rapidly,  and  is  now  completed.  Trolling  for  pike  is  now 
possible,  and  fish  should  be  coming  to  hand.  Roach, 
dace,  and  perch  are  all  feeding,  and  with  gentles  some 
good  baskets  of  the  former  have  come  to  hand.  The 
river  is  in  good  trim,  but  flannel  weed  is  still  a trouble 
on  the  canal.  Things  are  quiet  on  the  upper  waters 
owing  to  the  destruction  of  grayling  by  miscreants 
poaching.  Thousands  of  fish  are  said  to  have  suffered. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c.— The  more  favourable  weather  we 
have  had  lately  has  in  many  instances  improved  the 
fishing,  but  on  some  days  the  sport  has  been  poor. 
Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham.— A few  nice  perch  and  some 
roach  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Heywood  took  an  eel  of 
over  21b.  from  the  Barge  Canal  at  Tottenham.  Three 
prizes  were  taken  in  a competition  at  Ponders  End  on 
the  same  day.  Waltham  Abbey. — The  open  competition 
was  brought  to  a conclusion,  and  another  arranged  to 
take  place  on  Oct.  21.  On  Monday  some  fair  sport  was 
had  there : Mr.  Devereaux,  some  perch  ; Mr.  Beach, 
Mr.  Mills,  and  Mr.  Chapman,  roach.  On  Tuesday  night 
I saw  a fine  lot  of  roach  that  had  been  taken  that  day 
from  the  upper  portion  of  the  Lea ; there  were  about 
thirty  fish  weighing  151b.  3oz.  Not  much  news  from  the 
Stort  lately.  I caught  two  small  jack  with  the  Wagtail 
Spinner  last  week  after  the  rain. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  in  fishing  order,  the  rain  water  having  run  off. 
Anglers  have  not  been  busy  this  week,  and  only  a few 
have  been  out.  The  grayling  have  risen  well,  but  the 
takes  have  been  limited.  Fly  has  been  the  best  killer. 
The  Pinsley  is  now  running  in  good  order  for  angling.— 
G WYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (King'sland). — 

The  freshet  of  last  week  cleared  and  run  off  unusually 
quick.  The  rivers  are  now  in  splendid  condition,  and 
grayling  rising  freely.  A few  rods  out  and  good  sport 
obtained.  Up  to  nine  brace  and  more  of  fine  fish,  some 
running  l^lb.  each,  in  splendid  condition.  In  fact,  at 
this  date,  never  saw  them  better,  whilst  trout  are  far 
more  forward  for  spawning  than  usual.  R.  T. 
Williams.  . 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  m good  order  after  the 
late  rains,  having  fined  down  to  perfection.  Nothing 
been  done  in  roach  or  bream  worth  mentioning.  Only  a 
few  small  jack  been  taken,  several  good  ones  have  been 
seen  on  the  move  ; jack  ought  to  come  on  the  feed  now. 
— R.E.W. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  — The  weather  has  been 
suitable  during  the  week,  but  the  water  is  not  in  very 
good  condition.  On  Saturday  an  angler  captured  about 
a stone  of  roach  near  to  the  ferry,  some  of  them  weigh- 
ing about  Jib.  Several  good  roach  have  also  been  caught 
in  the  Castor  district.  A good  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  week. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Denver).— The  water  is  in  very  good  condi- 
tion, and  the  weather  all  that  can  be  wished  for,  though 
sport  is  slow.  The  pike  are  on  the  run,  and  some 
decent  catches  have  been  made  between  here  and  Hn- 
gay  ; but  I am  told  they  were  small,  several  being  con- 
sequently returned  to  their  native  element.  Water 
Wagtail.  . ,,  , 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— The  water  is  all  that  could 
be  desired,  but  the  bream  and  roach  are  dead  off,  but 
the  N.E.  wind  does  not  prevent  the  jack  from  feeding. 
A gentleman  visitor  took  five  nice  fish  on  Tuesday,  and 
lost  three,  they  are  in  fine  condition.  They  are  true  to 
their  old  tradition,  beginning  to  feed  as  October  sets  in. 
— W.  Ducker.  ...  , 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  very  clear  indeed,  and 
sport  in  consequence  at  a very  low  ebb.  A few  roach 
are  being  taken  with  gentles,  and  on  Friday  last  the 
bream  were  taking  brandlings  fairly  well.  I do  not, 
however,  anticipate  anything  important  will  be  done 
until  there  is  a lot  more  colour  in  the  water. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Sport  has  not  improved  since 
my  last  report,  only  near  the  sewer,  where  roach  have 
been  taken  with  wheat  and  gentles.  Pike  are  not  much 
on  the  feed.  A few  small  ones  have  been  taken  by  resi- 
dents scarcely  worth  recording,  but  not  any  of  medium 
size,  and  sport  will  not  improve  till  we  get  a change  of 
water.— H.  Rout.  . , . 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  The 
trout  season  just  finished,  so  far  as  the  Rye  and  Derwent 
streams  are  concerned,  has  proved  a very  unfavourable 
one.  The  chief  cause  of  this  has  been  the  unsettled 
I state  of  the  weather  during  the  best  months  of  the  year. 
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Winter  grayling  fishing  promises  well.  Not  much  doing 
amongst  the  Case  or  Dorwont  coarse  fishermen. — 
Ronald. 

Bother  (Bodiam). — I have  to-day  soon  a splendid 
si  ‘ *’0Z-  that  was  taken  at  the  above  place  by 

Mr.  II.  Hills,  of  Hastings  ; it  was  in  splendid  condition, 
and  gave  excellent  sport.  The  water  is  rather  thick, 
but  will  soon  fine  down  if  this  bright  weather  holds: 
othor  fish  arc  well  on.— H.  Dowhictt. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  trout  fishing  season 
ended  on  the  29th  nit.  as  badly  os  it  has  continued 
throughout  the  season.  It  has  boon  the  rule  in  past 
years  lor  a few  heavy  fish,  some  weighing  41b.  and  over, 
to  bo  captnrod  in  the  early  part  of  tho  season.  This 
year  has  boon  on  unfortunato  exception  to  the  rule, 
in  howover,  may  he  taken  in  almost  every  part  of 
tho  Upper  Sevorn  and  tributaries. — Piscator 
Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).—  As  far  as  tho  weather  was  ooncorned,  the  trout 
fishing  soason  ended  in  a most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
some  of  our  local  anglers  had  very  good  sport  diiring 
the  past  week.  Grayling  fishing  has  also  been  carried 
on  most  successfully  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  lower  end 
of  the  Tanat,  as  tho  sharp  frosty  nights  have  been 
succeeded  by  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  and 
ot  which  the  most  experienced  anglers  have  made  the 
moat,  and  captured  many  fine  specimens. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley.— Now  the  waters  are  in  such  splendid 
condition  first-class  fishing  is  daily  taking  place  here  Mr 
Dunlop  has  had  very  good  sport,  also  the  Rev.  Canon 
Dyke  and  wife  have  taken  some  nice  pike,  largest  61b 
Mr.  Richardson  and  son,  London,  in  two  days,  took  lar^e 
baskets  of  splendid  rudd  and  perch,  many  lib  each 
among  them  and  upwards.  But  the  most  successful 
“fler  has  been  Mr.  J.  S.  Carpenter,  Kingsbridge,  who 
with  Eh,  boatman,  took  a splendid  pike  of  211b.,  length 
trom  tip  to  tip  42in.  ; had  it  not  been  off  feed  it  would 
have  been  several  pounds  heavier.  It  is  being  set-np 
tor  the  billiard-room. — Joseph  Dowse 
Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Nothing  doing.  Water 
dead  off  feed.  I have  been  out  the 
last  three  days,  and  have  not  taken  one  sizeable  roach 
— W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal  —The 
weather  has  favoured  angling  operations  during  the 
week,  and  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Arun  and  Adur  are 
now  m fair  condition.  Pish  have  not  been  feeding 
freely,  and  takes  have  been  small.  A few  good  bream 
and  roach  have  been  taken  from  tbe  Arun  in  the  Pul- 
borough  and  Amberley  districts,  and  pike  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Billingshurst.  From  the  Ouse  below 
Lewes  good  roach  are  notified,  and  from  the  Rother 
near  Midhurst,  a few  roach  and  small  pike.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  good  order,  and  several  bream,  roach  and 
small  pike  have  been  secured.  Codling  are  giving 
sport  in  the  harbours.— George  F.  Salter  h s 
Teme  (Ludlow). -The  Teme  of  this  part  is  now  in 
?rde£  g angling  but  there  has  been  little  done 
% l k‘  Tb®  grayling  are  not  rising  well,  and  but 
few  fish  appear  to  be  about.  Fly  and  other  baits  have 
been  used  1 he  pike  are  on  the  feed,  and  some  very  fine 
fish  have  been  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  in  order.— S.  Ludlow 

Teme  (Tenbury)._in  this  part  the  rain  of  last  week 

has  made  but  little  difference  m the  state  of  the  river 
Fishing1  has  not  been  brisk.  Grayling  are  snorting 
favourably,  but  do  not  appear  to  be  'in  such  numbers  al 
usual.— Worcester. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— I am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  the  following  very  fair  takes  of  roach  &c  • 
Messrs.  Arnoid,  71b.  roach  ; Sharman,  51b.  roach  ; Lead- 
beater,  31b.  roach  ; Pope,  61b.  roach ; Grey,  51b.  roach 
four  perch  ; Weston,  31b.  roach,  one  jack,  3 Jib.  • Harris’ 
61b.  roach  ; Holt,  31b.  roach,  one  jack,4|lb.  ; Green  61b’ 
roach;  Pike,  5Jlb.  roach;  Fry,  3Jlb.  roach;  Naylor^ 
41b.  roach ; Price,  4Jlb.  roach ; Notts,  31b.  roach  - 
John  Warner.  1 

Wimbledon  Lake.— There  have  been  a good  number 
of  good  lack  taken  this  week.  Mr.  Bridge,  of  Wands- 
worth  three  lack,  14Jlb.  ; Mr.  Otto,  two  jLk,  71b.  • Mr 
Bone,  Wimbledon,  some  good  bream  and  roach  • Mr 
Black,  Sloane-square,  two  jack,  101b.  (5Jlb.  and  4Jlb.) ;' 

Mr  Petre,  one  jack,  7Jlb.  ; Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Snndiai 
Club,  Hammersmith,  three  jack,  12|lb. — A.  Newham 
Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— During  the 

Sp0r?  °nt,-¥s®  nv®ra  has  a(?ain  proved  first 
class,  the  Derwent,  which  has  been  more  than  usually 
well  patronised  by  fly  fishermen,  having  again  yielded 
the  largest  baskets  On  the  Chatsworth  water,  Messrs. 
Moon  Pearson  and  Allen,  amongst  others,  have  had 
+ hokMtfflUPLen  b/aceVT  Saturday  last  was  a good  day  on 
otwAtl0Kk  w,ate,r’\Me^rs.  Ridout,  Slater,  Assamfand 
others  taking  baskets  of  five  to  nine  brace.  In  a couple 
of  hours  fishing  on  Matlock  Dale  a local  angler  took 
one  of  the  prettiest  dishes  of  trout  I have  feen  this 
season,  viz.  five  and  a half  brace,  weighing  91b  On 
t ond5  1 bad  a da-V  °n  the  Darley  Dale  Club  water  with 
rw°  /rle’}ds’  ™et  Wlth  exc®llent  sport.  To-day 

S itfflh  I'  ?Te8>  fi8hinff  l,Ql°w  the  weir  at 
“ j ? Rath,  has  taken  a nice  basket  of  eight  brace 
and  Mr.  Assam  and  friend  have  also  done  well  in  the 
Cromford  meadows.  The  best  flies  have  been  Oli  ve 
Apple  Green,  and  Pale  Evening  Dun. — Dotterel  ’ 


Bournemouth.— The  fishing  here  during  the  past 
ton  days  has  been  the  best  on  record,  many  of  the  boats 
having  takon  six,  eight,  and  ten  dozen  silver  whiting  in 
a few  hours.  On  Saturday  last  myself  and  friend  took 
sixteen  dozen  fine  silver  whiting  and  two  dozen  and  two 
mackerel.  Tho  whiting  ground  is  within  ten  minutes’ 
row  of  tho  pier,  and  tho  bait  mussels,  to  be  procured 
on  the  spot. — H.  N. 

Brighton — The  sea  continues  calm,  and  wind  off 
the  land.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers  off  daily.  Dr. 
Snell  had  a good  catch  of  mackerel  and  other  fish 
on  sDinning  tackle  early  tho  other  morning  under  sail 
off  the  West  Pier.  A good  ground  for  conger,  Ac.,  is 
about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  shore,  opposite  to  the 
Sussex  County  Hospital. — H. 

Deal. — The  weather  off  Deal  has  been  very  unsettled 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  with  the  wind  from 
the  east.  Very  few  boats  have  been  able  to  go  out,  yet 
fair  catches  of  whiting,  codling,  and  dabs  have  in  some 
instances  been  made.  It  is  hoped,  with  a change  in  the 
direction  of  the  wind,  the  water  will  become  less  foul, 
when  in  all  probability  some  good  sport  will  follow. 
Many  members  have  signified  their  intention  of  joining 
in  the  outing  to  Deal  on  Saturday  next  to  celebrate  the 
opening  of  the  sea  angling  soason. — Edward  Hanger, 
Agent  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Since  sending  my  last  report 
fishing  has  greatly  improved,  and  some  very  good  mixed 
bags  have  been  taken  from  the  Britannia  Pier.  Reports 
of  forty-eight,  thirty-eight,  twenty-four,  twenty-eight, 
fifty-seven,  forty,  thirty-eight,  and  fifty-seven  fish.— T. 
Salinger. 

Hastings. — Fish  are  very  plentiful.  The  place  is 
swarming  with  mackerel,  and  a good  number  have  been 
taken  railing.  Good  sport  is  to  be  had  among  the 
whiting,  which  run  a very  good  size.  Both  piers  are 
still  well  patronised  by  anglers.  Several  good  bass  have 
been  captured.  Another  sole  of  21b.  has  been  taken  on 
the  St.  Leonard’s  pier.  The  weather  the  last  few  days 
been  all  that  could  be  desired. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth.— Tourists  and  fishermen  are  still  having 
good  sport  with  pollack,  whiting,  and  bass.  The  latter 
are  just  now  swarming  around  the  Breakwater,  and  some 
very  fine  ones  have  been  taken,  the  best  bait  being  a 
small  pouting  or  flat  fish.  I have  just  heard  of  a capture 
of  a very  fine  lobster  at  the  Breakwater  Fort  which 
weighed  between  101b.  and  121b.  ; it  was  caught  on  a 
hand-line  whilst  fishing  for  bass  with  a sand-eel,  and  the 
hook  was  so  firmly  embedded  in  it  that  they  broke  off 
one  of  the  claws  in  getting  it  out.  Mackerel  are  still 
being  taken,  but  the  majority  of  them,  having  spawned, 
are  very  poor.  This  is  about  the  best  month  for  pollack 
and  cod,  the  former  taking  the  indiarubber  sand-eels 
greedily,  especially  in  the  evenings  at  dusk.  Grey 
mullet  have  made  their  appearance  at  the  Great  Western 
Docks,  where  they  are  caught  with  the  rod  and  pater 
noster. — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — Sport  has  been  good.  A party  of  five 
anglers  on  Saturday  had  500  gurnard,  107  pollack,  and 
forty-one  various.  Hake  are  numerous,  and  large 
numbers  of  them  have  been  had  by  nets. — T.  J.  D. 

Southsea  and  District.— The  fishing  here  is  now 
good  from  the  boats  and  shore.  Whiting,  six  and  eight 
dozen  in  a tide,  from  near  the  buoy  of  the  Middle,  a 
few  good  codling,  an  occasional  conger  and  thornback. 
Some  good  pollack,  eels,  and  pouts  have  been  taken 
from  the  piers,  East  Southsea  and  Victoria.  At  Lee-on- 
Solent  things  are  quiet : a few  whiting.  The  moats  at 
Gosport  are  the  same  ; baits  being  used,  lug  and  rag 
worm.  Prospects  for  coming  week  good.  Barometer 
for  fineweather. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Valentia.  — Pollacking  has  afforded  good  sport. 
Gurnard  are  very  numerous,  and  large  baskets  of  those 
fish  have  been  had  at  the  harbour  entrance  on  the  south 
side. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — The  sea  angling  has  fallen  away  very 
much,  but  gurnard  may  still  be  had  in  good  numbers  by 
anglers  using  fresh  mackerel  bait.  A few  good  records 
have  been  made  among  pollack  in  the  vicinities  of  the 
outer  headlands. — T.  J.  D. 


Mrs.  Farnell 
on  Thursday 


SEA  PISHING. 

Aberffraw  (Anglesey).  — Very  good  takes  of 
mackerel  recorded,  Mr.  R.  D.  Williams  one  day  getting 
over  eleven  score,  and  some  of  the  Rhosnegir  boats 
credited  with  ten  score,  all  caught  with  hand  lines 
/{ream,  gurnets,  and  grey  mullet  have  also  been  taken 
m fair  quantities.  Rather  too  much  surf  this  weok  to 
enter  tho  bay. — W.  H. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk. — In  all  the  Association  waters  bait 
fishing  closed  on  Monday  last.  The  river  continues  to 
run  low,  and  salmon  are  shy  in  rising.  Mr.  J.  Hark- 
ness,  of  Langholm,  has  made  the  only  notable  catch. 
With  No.  5 Stewart  tackle  Mr.  Harkness  hooked  a 
beautiful  salmon  1911b.,  and  after  a good  run  secured 
the  fish  in  the  Distillery  water.  In  Glenferra  Mr.  A. 
MacMillan  had  a nice  basket  of  sea  trout.  Mr.  A. 
Butler  caught  a couple  of  sea  trout.  In  the  Canonbie 
and  Longtown  divisions  catches  are  small.  Scarcely  a 
dozen  salmon  have  been  landed  this  autumn  owing  to  the 
smallness  of  the  river. — G. 

Carroii  (Easter  Boss).— River  very  low,  and  but 
little  angling  done  since  last  reported.  On  Monday 
evening  Mr.  Frank  Baden  Powell  fished  the  water  con- 
nected with  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  and 
landed  a fine  grilse  weighing  61b. — B. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Although  the 
rivers  are  dead  low,  scarcely  a drop  of  rain  having 
fallen  now  for  weeks,  yet  the  amount  of  sport  is  con- 
siderable chiefly  to  the  prawn  and  other  kindred  lures. 
On  the  Ballater  waters  Mr.  McGregor’s  guests  are 
getting  an  occasional  fresh  fish,  although,  for  the  most 
part  the  others  are  “potted”  red  fish.  On  the  Glen 
Tana  reaches  something  similar  prevails.  The  Aboyne 
waters  are  blank.  On  Kincardine  and  Borrowstone 
waters,  Mr.  Courago,  London,  and  Capt.  Alexander  have 
divided  some  nine  fish  betwoon  them  for  the  weok,  one 
of  14Jlb.,  throe,  61b.,  71b.,  91b.,  and  five,  of  91b.,  71b., 
61b.,  81b.,  and  141b.  On  tho  Lower  Dess  water,  Capt. 
D.  F.  Davidson,  had  a nice  fish  of  81b.  on  Monday. 


On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  and 

Watson  divided  five  between  them,  

week,  ranging  from  61b.  to  141b.  On  the  Loch  of 
Aboyne,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnell 
Watson  had  an  excellent  day’s  pike  fishing. 
Trolling  with  spoon  bait  they  caught  thirty  pike, 
ranging  from  61b.  to  14Jlb.  On  the  Loch  of  Park,  on 
Friday,  they  also  had  some  capital  sport  in  the  same 
manner.  On  the  Inchmarlo  water,  Mr.  Duncan  David- 
son had  several  during  the  past  week,  as  also  had  Mr.  T. 
Turner  Farley  on  Cairnton,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  on  Black- 
hall,  and  Captain  Ashton  on  the  Lower  Crathes  water. 
On  the  Drum  section,  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch  andMr.Stuart 
Gordon,  Aberdeen,  landed  five  fish,  all  to  the  fly.  On 
the  Deeside  Hydropathic  section,  Mr.  A.  C.  Garnett  got 
two  fine  grilse  of  51b.  and  61b.,  and  one  of  01b.  on  another 
day,  while  Mr.  Wm.  Gemell  had  one  of  51b.  A good  few 
sea  trout  and  finnock  are  also  being  got  presently  on 
this  section.  On  the  Don  some  fairly  good  snccesses  have 
been  recorded,  chiefly  with  the  live  minnow.  On  Satur- 
day, on  the  Seaton  water,  Mr.  Douglas  Stewart,  Ban- 
chory House,  creeled  two  fresh  fish  of  141b.  and  161b., 
with  sea  lice  adhering,  while  Mr.  J.  Scott,  Aberdeen,  had 
a grand  fish  of  271b.,  as  also  a grilse  of  61b. ; and  Mr. 
Couper,  Aberdeen,  one  of  141b.  on  Friday,  and  another 
of  similar  weight  on  Saturday,  all  fresh  run.  On  the 
Grandbolm  water  Messrs.  Deverell  and  Professors  Cash 
and  Niven  have  had  several  to  their  respective  rods. 
On  the  Burgh  of  Kintore  water,  which  is  nominally  free 
water,  anglers  have  been  doing  well,  considering  the  low 
state  of  the  water.  On  the  Alford  section  two  salmon 
were  got  the  other  day  by  anglers  from  one  of  the  hotels. 
Jast  week,  by  some  mischance,  which  demands  prompt 
inquiry,  a soap-vat  burst,  the  contents  emptying  into 
the  Don,  and  for  several  days  dead  and  dying  fish  were 
got  in  goodly  numbers  all  along  the  river.  The  run  of 
salmon  presently  ascending  the  Don  is  rather  disappoint- 
ing,  and  the  amount  of  sport  obtained  from  some  of  the 
finest  pools  up  to  date  is  far  below  the  lowest  average  of 
many  former  seasons.  Even  at  the  cruives  experienced 
anglers  have  been  doing  very  poorly. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire j. — The  weather  was  very 
favourable  during  the  past  week,  but,  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  water  only  fair  sport  was  got.  Fishing  on 
the  Marnoch  water  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Porter,  of 
Corniehaugb,  killed  a fine  salmon  of  241b.  and  two  of  91b. 
and  151b.  The  pools  in  the  upper  sections  are  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  with  a rise  in  the  water  excellent 
sport  will  be  met  with.  On  the  Beldornie  section  Major 
M.orris  had  a salmon  of  19 Jib. , and  Mr.  F.  Robinson  one 
of  5jlb.  ; and  on  the  same  water  the  keeper  had  one  of 
81b.— H.  W. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  river  is  now  lower  than 
at  any  time  during  the  year.  A few  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  past  few  days,  but  sport  has  been  poor. 
During  the  past  fortnight  the  shooting  lessees  have  had 
some  sport  on  the  ponds  and  lochs,  but  the  water  and 
sky  are  too  clear  and  the  weather  too  calm  for  baskets. 

— Iasgair. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland.  — On  Friday  Mr.  McEwen, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  was  out  for  a short 
time,  and  landed  five  sea  trout  which  weighed  3Jlb.  in 
all.  Anglers  from  Invershin  Hotel  have  also  been  suc- 
cessful.— B. 

Naver.  — Rod  fishing  is  now  over  for  the  season. 
Taking  it  all  over,  the  season  has  been  better  than  its 
predecessors  for  several  years  back. — B. 

Orkney. — On  the  Twatt  Loch,  Birsay,  Major  Pollock 
and  Mr.  Pollock  had  recently  fourteen  trout,  scaling 
71b.  ; nineteen  tront,  scaling  11  Jib. ; while  Major 
Pollock  and  Mr.  A.  Pollock  creeled  twenty-one  trout, 
scaling  1 1 Jib.  ; Mr.  R.  Pollock  and  Mr.  Greenwell, 
twenty-one  trout,  scaling  91b. ; Major  Peploe,  eight 
trout,  3Jlb.  ; and  Majors  Peploe  and  Pollock,  twenty- 
nine  trout,  scaling  161b.  All  between  the  17th  and 
22nd  ult. — G.  N. 

Shin. — In  the  course  of  the  past  week  Mr.  Gurney,. 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  landed  two  salmon 
of  131b.  and  111b.;  and  Mr.  MacEwan  three  grilse 
weighing  6Jlb.,  51b.,  and  71b.  They  were  got  on  Meadow 
Pool,  Big  Fall,  and  Fir  Dam. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  whole  of  the  district 
rivers  are  lower  than  they  have  ever  been  at  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  rendering  it  impossible  for  salmon  to 
get  further  up.  It  has  been  a glorious  time  for  the 
salmon  poachers  this  autumn.  It  is  freely  circulated 
that  large  quantities  of  salmon  are  being  poached  at 
night,  and  are  sold  in  the  Border  towns  at  5d.  and  6d. 
per  lb.  On  the  Annan  no  rods  have  been  out,  as  it  is 
useless  throwing  a fly  in  the  low  waters  and  excessively 
calm  and  bright  weather.  It  is  reported  that  a very 
considerable  amount  of  salmon  snatching  is  going  on 
in  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee.  In  the  Nith,  the  Fleet, 
and  other  Border  streams  all  rod  fishing  is  practically 
at  a standstill. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Notwithstanding  that  the  water  is  low,  fish- 
ing continues  to  improve,  more  especially  on  the  central 
sections.  There  are  at  present  a good  many  fish  in  the 
river,  and  anglers  both  up  and  down  had  good  sport.  On 
Friday  Lady  Evelyn  Gordon  Lennox  landed  a splendid 
fresh  run  salmon  of  381b.  This  is  the  largest  fish  that 
has  lamn  got  this  season  by  the  Gordon  Castle  anglors. 

Tweed.— What  news  thero  is  to  impart  from  this 
river  is  not  in  tho  least  encouraging  to  the  partizans  of 
the  rod  and  line.  The  streams  in  tho  Border  district  have 
shrunk  still  further  owing  to  tho  dry  weather  wo  have 
had,  and  this,  accelerated  with  pretty  sharp  frost  at 
night  and  during  the  early  morn,  has  caused  even 
the  main  rivers — Tweed  and  Teviot — to  fall  to  an 
exceedingly  low  ebb  indeed  Of  trout  fishing  thero  is 
praotioally  none,  whilo  the  lownoss  and  clearness  of  tho 
waters  makes  salmon  angling  only  a thing  in  name.. 
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Anglers  look  forward  to  the  back-end  salmon  campaign 
opening  m October,  but,  as  matters  at  present  stand, 
angling  in  this  direction  will  not  be  available  for  some 
time  to  come  ; not,  at  least,  until  we  have  had  a flood  of 
some  magnitude  to  allow  of  a run  of  fish  from  the  sea 
(it  they  can  get  up  for  the  poachers),  and  also  to  cleanse 
the  beds  of  the  rivers.  With  the  glass  steady  and  high 
tor  the  season,  there  seems  little  chance  in  the  mean- 
time ot  a speedy  rise  in  the  rivers. — Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Mercers  Hotel,  Kilrea).— Sport  on  this 
reach  has  not  been  so  good  as  in  former  seasons  in  the 
early  part  of  October,  yet  a few  fish  have  been  taken 
during  the  week,  and  most  of  these  on  the  Devon 
Jr'  5awson>  Esq.,  nine  fish  ; Mr.  Pollen,  four 
« w^iv  Curry,  one  fish  (91b.)  ; Mr.  A.  Meenan,  one 
fash  (151b.)  and  a trout  (21b.) ; Rev.  Hemon,  201b.  of 
trout  (largest  31b.) ; Mr.  Giles,  51b.  of  trout.  The  open 
season  continues  on  the  Bann  till  Oct.  26  for  this  year 
but  closes  on  Sept.  30  in  1895.  The  River  Main  remains 
open  till  Oct.  31  until  a new  order  is  issued  by  the 
inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries. — Daniel  O’Fee. 

I“n/--SP°rt  has  been  good  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Baskets  of  trout  (white  and  brown)  varying  from  a 
dozen  to  thirty,  have  been  had  daily.  Kearney’s  pool 
Yellow  Clay  pool,  Whitestone  pool,  the  “ Prison,”  Sulli’- 
van  s pool,  and  the  Peeler’s  pool  have  afforded  the  best 
sport— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Ireland).— Sport 
has  been  pretty  good.  In  ten  days  Mr.  Dale  had  two 
salmon,  seventy  white,  and  100  brown  trout.  Other 
anglers  out  had,  on  an  average,  ten  trout  daily.  Coffey’s 
Bay,  Morgan’s  Rock,  Church  Island  Bay,  and  Eddira  Bay 
are  now  the  best  places  for  angling  for  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  of  a good  description.  Large  baskets  of  fair- 
sized brown  trout  have  been  had  on  Drenane,  Loughna- 
bricdarig,  Coomavoher,  Coomaveranig,  and  Cloonaglin 
lakes.— T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Since 
my  last  report  the  following  fish  were  killed  : 18th  ult., 
Mr.  Casey,  one  salmon,  81b.  ; Mr.  Patterson,  one,  81b.  • 
Mr.  Alexander,  one,  7|lb.  21st,  Mr.  Dobson,  one,  8Jlb.  ’■ 
Mr.  Kyle,  one,  101b  ; Mr.  Alexander,  one,  121b.  22nd,  Mir’. 
Dobson,  two  fish,  81b.  and  91b.  ; Mr.  Stott,  one  fish,  71b. 
23rd,  Mr.  Stott,  one  grilse,  5£lb. ; Mr.  Dobson,  two, 
7ylb.  and  71b.  24tb.  Mr.  Dobson,  two  salmon,  71b.  and 
111b. ; Mr.  Kyle,  three  grilse,  241b.  25th,  Mr.  Dobson, 
one,  81b.  26th,  Mr.  Dobson,  one,  81b. ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cowper,  two,  81b.  and  41b.  27th,  Mr.  Dobson,  one 

7ylb.  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Kyle,  two  fish,  81b.  and  71b.  ; Mr! 
Dobson,  two,  81b.  each;  Mr.  Cowper,  one  salmon,  lOJlb. 
2nd,  Mr.  Cowper,  three  salmon,  81b.,  61b.,  61b.  ; Major 
Lawrence,  one,  81b. — J.  A.  B. 

Rosses  (Duugloe,  co.  Donegal).— Owing  to  the 
rather  dry  weather  angling  is  not  so  good.  On  Monday, 
fishing  the  Derrydruel  river,  Mr.  Welch  killed  a white 
trout  which  scaled  61b.  6oz.  This  is  the  largest  white 
trout  killed  this  season  on  the  Rosses. — J.  A.  B. 


Imports  from  Clttfrs 

Anglers  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  General  Committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  even- 
ing next,  Oct.  8,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  Western  District  Visit- 
ing List.— I beg  to  remind  anglers  generally  that  the 
next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  11,  to  the  Westminster  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  Westminster,  when  I 
hope  all  anglers  will  try  and  give  them  a bumper 
J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters’  Hall 
Clerkenwell-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  recnpt  of 
13s.  6d.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Sundial  Angling 
Society.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  Oct.  12,  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers  Benevolent  Society  (Thames  Competi- 
tion).— The  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  the  4th,  when 
I beg  leave  to  acknowledge  with  very  many  thanks  the 
following  for  the  under-mentioned  prizes,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Haig  and  Haig,  distillers,  1,  Trinity-place,  Lower  Hill 
for  three  bottles  of  their  special  ***  Scotch  whisky’ 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  York-street,  Marylebone,  for  a 
double  bait  can,  and  the  Prince  of  Wale3  Angling 
Society,  a china  tea  service.  Mr.  Rogers  of  the 
Rose  and  Crown  A.S.,  was  added  to  the  committee. 

I shall  be  pleased  to  receive  all  promised  prizes 
from  the  last  Lea  competition,  and  to  this  compe- 
tition, aa  I wish  to  acknowledge  the  same.  We  have 
upwards  of  sixty  prizes  and  more  to  follow.  The 
whole  of  the  committee  are  requested  to  be  present 
Thursday  next  to  receive  their  books  and  pencils  and 
oblige — B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

-Albert  Piscatorial  Society  (President,  Albert 
Chevalier).— Since  my  last  report  the  following  members 
have  weighed-in  : On  the  19th  ult.,  Mr.  Bryant,  bream  • 
on  the  21st,  Messrs.  W.  Warde  and  Bryant,  jack  • on 
the  26th,  Mr.  J.  Wiggins,  bream  and  tench, 'and  Mr 
Bryant  bream  ; on  the  30th,  Mr.  F.  Barnes  bream,  and 
■Mr-  Bryant  jack.  We  fish  a go-where-you-please  match 
on  Oct.  7 for  six  prizes,  all  fish  to  weigh. — W.  H.  B. 
Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. 
On  the  3rd  inst.  the  auditors  gave  in  their  report" 
which  was  accepted.  Our  match  will  take  place  on 
Get.  7,  not  Oct.  14,  as  published  last  week.  Same  con- 
ditions as  previously  announced.  Messrs.  G.  Blacks  and 


Mr.  Cballen  weighed-in  jack,  roach,  and  chub.  Our 
competition  tickets  for  the  A.  B.  of  Oct.  28  at  Windsor 
are  going  off  well.— B.  Abrahams. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — The  above  society  fished  their  second  match 
of  the  season  at  Harefield  Broads,  with  the  following 
result : N.  Chick,  1st  prize,  21s. ; Mr.  Sparrow,  2nd 
prize,  value  13s. ; Mr.  Harwin  (novice),  3rd  prize,  value 
8s.;  fourteen  competed.  In  the  annual  Club  Union 
competition,  at  West  Drayton,  W.  Howell  was  fortunate 
enough  to  take  a prize  value  7s.  6d.— W.  H. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun  Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.  — On 
the  30th  ult.  the  members  of  the  above  fished  for  a series 
of  prizes  from  Windsor  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall ; all  prizes 
taken,  in  the  following  order:  Lambarth,  jun.,  roach  ; 
Cripps,  roach  and  dace  ; Lattimore,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Lavis,  roach  and  dace;  Coneybeare,  roach  and  dace; 
Embleton,  jun.,  roach;  Embleton,  sen.,  dacs  ; Lanning, 
dace  ; Windier,  roach  and  dace.  The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Central  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday, 
Oct.  22,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  clubs. — G. 
Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’ s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  match  on 
Sept.  30  resulted  as  follows  : Mr.  A.  Dodd,  first ; Mr. 
Hudson,  second  ; Mr.  Hen  wood,  third ; two  prizes  not 
taken.  The  next  match  takes  place  at  Amberley,  from 
Park  Gates  to  Timberley  Bridge,  on  Oct.  14.  Next 
Tuesday  being  quarterly  night,  members  are  requested 
to  show  up  in  full  force,  as  the  balance-sheet  and 
auditors’  report  will  be  read,  and  members  who  cannot 
attend  are  requested  to  send  their  subscription  to  the 
General  Preserving  Fund  as  soon  as  possible. — A. 
Dodd. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a competition  at  Amberley,  on  the  30th  ult.,  for 
their  September  series  of  prizes,  with  the  following 
result:  A.  Conn,  4|lb.  bream,  first;  P.  Allum, 
31b.  14oz.,  second;  and  J.  Warman,  21b.  14oz.,  third. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last,  the  following  gentle- 
men took  prizes  at  our  Wateringbury  to  Yalding  outing  : 
— Mr.  R.  Green,  first;  Mr.  Green,  sen.,  second;  Mr. 
C.  Arron,  third,  very  small  takes.  Mr.  Foster,  with  a 
grand  display  of  roach  and  bream,  also  Mr.  J.  Farmer, 
bream,  heaviest  41b.,  also  Mr.  Holden  and  Mr.  W. 
Farmer,  roach  and  gudgeon.  I beg  to  remind  members, 
next  Wednesday  will  bejhalf-yearly  night ; shall  he  glad 
if  they  will  attend  in  force. — Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.  — The 
following  members  weighed  in  on  Sept.  30  ; Mr.  Roach, 
roach  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  Gill,  roach.  Members  will 
please  note  that  Oct.  10  will  be  quarterly  night,  and  the 
following  Wednesdav  is  limit  night. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  the  30th,  Mr. 
West,  roach;  Mr.  Ward,  jack;  Mr.  Jennings,  roach; 
Mr.  Hoare,  roach  ; Mr.  Lawson,  roach  ; Mr.  Rundell, 
dace  and  roach,  one  specimen  dace.  On  Oct.  14,  open 
competition  for  prizes  not  won  on  the  outing. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.  — On  Wednesday 
evening  last  the  annual  smoker  of  the  above  club  was 
held  under  the  most  favourable  auspices.  A host  of 
talent  (enough  to  last  for  twelve  hours)  was  available. 
The  proceedings  passed  off  exceedingly  satisfactorily, 
and  the  sum  of  two  guineas  was  subscribed  towards  the 
General  Preservation  Fund. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree.  Bromley. — Since  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in : Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  roach  and  jack ; J. 
Watkins,  roach  and  dace  ; B.  Bissell,  roach  and  dace. 

A smoking  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  9.  I should  like  to  see  a good 
muster. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  30th  ult.,  but  small  takes  of  fish  were  the  rule  : Mr. 
Marshall,  roach,  Mr.  Critcher,  roach  ; Mr.  Fitter,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Fuller,  roach.  Our  brake  for  Harefield  is  filling  up 
fast ; members  who  have  not  secured  their  seats  must 
do  so  at  once,  as  there  are  only  a few  vacant. — E.  T. 
White. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— The  following 
weighed-in  on  Sept.  30  .■  Mr.  C.  Marney  roach,  and  Mr. 

E.  Dove  jack;  Mr.  G.  Howell  weighed-in  a nice  show 
of  rndd  on  the  29th  ult.  We  fish  for  six  club  prizes  on 
Oct.  7,  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  boundary  match  from 
Byl'ord’s  Mill  to  the  Black  Bridge  ; all  to  go  down  by 
first  train,  7.50  a.m.  Stratford  main.  We  thank  anglers 
and  friends  for  their  kind  support  which  they  gave  us  for 
J.  Heestee’s  Benefit,  and  I hope  secretaries  that  have 
had  books  of  tickets  will  kindly  send  unsold  tickets  as 
early  as  possible. — O.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Thames- 
street. — At  our  last  meeting,  Mr.  Willis  was  elected  a 
working  member.  The  next  visit  on  the  No.  2 Eastern 
district  is  due  to  this  society,  and  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  Oct.  22nd.  We  will  be  pleased  to  see  any  other 
society  not  on  the  list  that  will  favour  us  with  a call  — 

J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 

On  Sept.  30  the  following  members  weighed-in  : Messrs. 

A.  Bowater,  Wm.  May,  G.  T.  Jameson,  and  C.  Harris. 
Members  please  note  that  a competition  will  take  place 
on  Oct.  14  at  Wraysbury.  Usual  conditions  (jack 
barred). — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  the  30th  ult.  a 


number  of  our  members  fished  a pegged-down  match  at 
Cheshunt  for  three  prizes,  when  only  one  was  taken, 
that  by  Mr.  Gudgeon  with  bream.  The  rest  of  the  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  7,  under  same  rule  as  before  ; 
all  to  start  by  first  train  from  Tottenham,  7.50.  Do  not 
forget  committee  meeting  on  Monday  next.— W.  H.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road.— On  Sept.  30  Mr.  A.  Tucker  took  the  fifth  prize  in 
the  West  Drayton  match.  The  conditions  of  the  third 
match  are  as  follows  : To  go  down  from  Westbourne 
Park  to  Henley,  on  Oct.  21,  by  the  9.3  train,  or  any 
subsequent  train  ; two  rods;  all  fish  to  weigh;  no  live 
bait  to  be  taken ; roving  match  from  Marsh  Lock  to 
Hambledon  Lock.  Tuesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night. 
— T.  Twyman. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen 
Tavern,  York-road,  N.— At  our  outing  on  Sept.  30  only 
two  members  caught  fish— Mr.  Christmas,  a small  show 
of  roach  and  perch  : and  Mr.  Smith,  roach,  thus  leaving 
four  prizes  not  taken.  I should  like  (through  your 
columns)  to  thank  Mr.  Bowie,  of  Henley,  on  behalf 
of  several  anglers,  our  club  in  particular,  for  his  inter- 
cedence  on  our  behalf  to  allow  us  to  travel  by  the  first 
train  without  a ticket,  the  company  not  being  able  to 
issue  anglers’ tickets,  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  key  of  the 
booking  office,  and  asking  us  to  pay  full  fare. — W.  J. 
Thomas. 

Cosy  Angling  Club,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W.— 
Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  Sept  30,  but  met 
with  poor  sport.  We  fish  a match  on  Oct.  14,  place  not 
yet  decided.  Our  delegate  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Central  Association  on  Monday  last,  when  we  were  duly 
affiliated  and  enrolled  on  their  books. — F.  Ross. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Sept  30  several  mem- 
bers competed  at  Dagenham  for  three  prizes,  but,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  the  result  was  a blank.  The  prizes  will  be 
competed  for  on  Oct.  7 at  the  Forty  Guinea  Water  in 
the  Lea.  All  members  to  alight  at  Broxbonrne,  and  to 
travel  by  the  8 and  9.19  from  Hackney  Downs.  Messrs. 
Poore,  Robinson,  Slade,  and  Cogswell  had  a very  fine 
show  of  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday,  the  2nd,  our 
quarterly  meeting  took  place,  but  was  adjourned  ’until 
Tuesday,  the  9th  (in  consequence  of  so  much  business 
being  brought  forward),  when  I should  like  to  see  some 
absent  members. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham.— Some  viry 
fair  sport  has  been  had  by  several  of  our  members  during 
the  past  fortnight.  Mr.  Day,  a capital  lot  of  bream 
from  the  Lea  (a  very  pretty  show) ; Mr.  Dunford  a good 
tray  of  roach  ; Messrs.  J.  Baynton  and  J.  Dyer  over 
201b.  of  roach,  also  from  the  Lea  (several  fish  over  lib. 
largest  fish  lib.  6oz.).  I hope  all  members  will  endeavour 
to  be  at  our  supper  on  Thursday  next,  Oct.  11,  and  give 
our  new  host  a hearty  welcome.  A committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  9,  at  8.30. — J.  G. 
Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — An  outing  will  take  place  on  Oct.  7 to 
Windsor.  Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8.25. — W. 
Bruce. 

East  London  Piscatorial  Society,  London 
Hospital  Tavern,  Whitechapel  - road.  — Two  of  the 
members  were  at  Amberley  last  week.  Mr.  Worrall 
weighed-in  a roach  lib.  6Joz.  and  some  large  bream ; 
Mr.  Turner  weighed-in  two  roach,  respectively  lib.  8oz.’ 
and  lib.  7oz.,  and  a bream  21b.  7oz.  with  other  large 
bream  and  roach.  A few  eligible  anglers  would  be 
welcomed  to  join  this  society.  Fish  are  not  allowed 
to  be  weighed-in  on  Sunday. — W.  Hillyers. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — On  Sept.  30  Mr.  Corrall’s  prize 
was  not  taken,  members  failing  to  take  a sizeable  jack. 
Mr.  Phesay  weighed-in  lib.  8£oz.  of  dace,  the  largest 
9oz.  ; Mr.  Killick,  roach,  lib.  6oz.  ; Mr.  Knight,  dace, 
5oz.  On  Oot.  7 wo  compete  at  Cheshunt  for  the  prizes 
that  have  not  been  taken  at  the  previous  pegged-down 
matches.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend. — W.  H. 
Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.  — Mr.  E.  W.  Hailes, 
our  secretary,  having  resigned,  the  committee  have 
appointed  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  to  carry  on  the  duties.  Several 
members  were  outlast  week.  Messrs.  Dix  and  Hall  took 
161b.  from  the  Datchet  waters,  one  chub  (Mr.  Dix) 
going  lib.  4Joz  ; Messrs.  Chitty  and  Burbridge  brought 
home  81b.  lOoz.  from  the  same  waters;  Mr.  Duncan 
weighed-in  a perch  lib.  lOoz.  from  the  Talworth  brook. 

— J.  Jeffery. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross. — On  Sept.  30  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Bateman,  roach ; Abbott,  roach* 
Gibbons,  bream  ; Turner,  roach.  On  Tuesday  last  we’ 
had  our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  List.  Eleven 
clubs  answered  the  roll.  Mr.  Stretch  occupied  the  chair. 

The  following  gentlemen  gave  some  excellent  songs  : 
Messrs.  Anshawe,  Thorling,  Hillier,  Cully,  Barlow, 
Watling,  Fitter,  Webster,  Spuds,  Merry,  Darver, 

&o. — C.  Abbott. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley, 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — On  Sept.  26  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris 
weighed-in  chub  and  dace.  Sept.  28  we  elected  a new 
member,  Mr.  C.  Martin.  We  had  a very  decent  show  of 
fish  on  Oct.  2 : Mr.  W.  King,  two  fine  roach  and  two 
jack  ; Mr.  W.  Lill,  two  jack  and  one  perch  ; Mr.  H.  S. 
Norris,  three  jack. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate.  — Since  last  meeting  the 
following  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Oliver,  fine  show  of 

bream  ; Mr.  Lane,  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Head  a 
splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  more  regularly,  as,  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, we  have  some  important  business  to  transact. — 

W.  G.  M. 
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Funny  Folks  Angling  Club,  Rose  and  Crown. — 
The  members  >.uio  out  on  Sopt.  80,  but  did  not  havo 
such  good  sport.  Mr.  Vanhogan  and  Mr.  Wliitobroad 
bad  roach  and  bream  ; also  Mr.  Willard  bad  fish.  On 
Oct.  28  the  members  will  fish  a matoh  at  Amborloy  for 
1 1) rei  prize  o.  P. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street.  On  Sept.  30  Messrs  Bowring,  Mitchell. 
Voritey,  and  West  showed  some  good  specimens  of 
barbel,  chub,  and  roach.  On  Tuesday  our  auditors 
brought  up  a very  satisfactory  balance-shoot,  which  was 
well  received.  Will  members  notioe  that  the  bar  book 
will  bo  open  till  12  p in.  on  Saturday,  Oct.  0,  to  enable 
all  members  to  join  our  match  on  tho  Tth,  as  previously 
announced. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— There  was  a 
good  show  of  roach  brought  to  tho  club  on  Sept.  30  by 
Messrs.  Maybury,  Flint,  Foxtono  and  Parker.  On  Oct.  7 
train  tho  members  will  fish  for  prizes  at  Fittleworth.  The 
leaves  London  Bridge  at 8 a.m. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Karl  of  Derby.  Orange- 
road,  S.K.  The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
27th  ult.,  Mr.T.  Sandilands  being  unanimously  voted  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  C.  Green’s  notice  of  motion  was  carried, 
viz.,  that  members  going  out  fishing  the  same  day  as  the 
club  meeting  is  held,  and  attending  after  10  p.m.,  their 
attendance  should  count  the  same  as  if  they  wore 
present  earlier  in  tho  evening.  The  arrangements  were 
completed  for  the  outing  at  Windsor  on  the  11th  inst. 
For  full  particulars  members  are  requested  to  see  circular. 

In  addition  to  the  prizes  already  promised  by  Messrs. 

J.  H.  Rich,  S.  Tagg,  and  the  club,  Mr.  E.  Wright  has 
promised  to  give  a pair  of  boots  to  measure. — W.  K. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — Messrs.  Short 
and  Grandfield  have  been  out,  and  had  a very  fine  show 
of  roach,  rudd,  and  perch.  Another  member  also  had  a 
fine  take  of  perch.  All  members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  next  Thursday  to  discuss  important 
business  for  the  benefit  of  the  club.  Three  new 
members  were  made. — H.  J.  Cook. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — Our  peg- 
down  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  ended  with  success,  all 
five  prizes  being  taken  as  follows  : Mr.  Pleydell,  first ; 
Mr.  A.  Fish,  second:  Mr.  Bagshaw,  jun.,  third;  Mr. 
Levair,  fourth  ; Mr.  Wells,  fifth.  Messrs.  Russell  and 
Ryder  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  perch.  At  our  return 
visit  on  Monday  last,  which  was  a great  success,  twenty 
clubs  answered  the  roll  call.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  on  Mr.  Wells  for  the  grand  way  in  which  he 
acted  as  chairman.  Some  excellent  harmony  was 
rendered.  A most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  We 
pay  a complimentary  visit  on  Oct.  8 to  the  Original 
Alexandra  Angling  Society. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — Only  one 
or  two  of  our  members  have  been  out  since  my  last 
report,  and  had  indifferent  sport.  Mr.  G.  West  had 
some  dace  from  the  Thames  ; Mr.  Burton,  jack  ; and 
Mr.  R.  Fox,  jack. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. — A few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Sunday  last.  F.  Gardner 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ; F.  Newton  and  J.  Huntley, 
roach  ; G.  H.  Wood,  perch.  The  members  will  fish  for 
special  prizes  on  Oct.  7 at  Shiplake  ; not  on  Oct.  14,  as 
announced  last  week. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  W. — Our  competition  takes  place 
at  Richmond  on  Oct.  7 for  four  prizes,  when  I should 
like  to  see  a large  number  of  competitors.  First  train 
only. — Snap. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — We  fish  a match  on  Oct.  14  for  five  money 
prizes,  between  the  Shovel  Bridge  and  the  next  bridge 
towards  Cowley  ; first  train  from  Westbourne  Park,  or 
any  subsequent  train,  one  rod  only,  jack  barred  ; cease 
fishing  5.30  and  return  together  or  be  disqualified  ; no 
member  to  take  a prize  unless  he  takes  Jib.  of  fish. — A. 
Ide. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society.  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road.  S.E. — The  last  of  the  summer  series  of 
matches  took  place  on  the  30th  ult.,  at  Dagenham  Lake, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  J.  R.  Freeman,  bream, 
first;  Mr.  .1.  W.  Freeman,  bream,  second;  Mr.  A. 
J.  Slatter.  roach,  third ; Mr.  J.  K.  Orsman,  bream, 
fourth.  The  committee  are  requested  to  meet  at  the 
clubhouse  on  Thursday,  the  11th  inst.,  at  nine  o’clock, 
to  arrange  a series  of  matches  for  the  winter  season 
W W.  C. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson 
in  the  chair.  The  following  fishing  reports  were  made  : 
— Mr.  Allen,  perch,  roach,  and  pike;  Mr.  E.  J.  Cham- 
bers, perch  and  roach  ; Mr.  Young,  with  a friend  and  a 
boatman,  over  1 cwt.  of  codling,  from  Deal ; Mr.  Gibson, 
nearly  200  cray-fish,  from  the  Emborn;  Mr.  Vail,  twelve 
good  flounders,  from  Leigh ; Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  a 
quantity  of  roach,  from  Beccles,  from  Ljlb.  downward  ; 
Mr.  C.  Short,  nineteen  trout  weighing  151b.,  from  Lake 
Vyrnwy.  On  Tuesday  next  (0th),  a roach  outing  will 
take  place  on  the  society’s  water  at  Kelvedon,  leaving 
Liverpool-street  at  0.3  a.m.  Members  who  intend  going 
are  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr.  E.  C.  Clements, 
75,  Redclifi'e  Gardens,  S.W.  On  Tuesday,  the  16th, 
there  will  be  smoking  concert  at  the  society’s  rooms. — 
James  Tayler. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Tho  roving  match  at 
Cookham,  on  the  30th  ult.,  was  fairly  attended.  Tho 
following  had  fish: — Mr.  J.  Crokor,  roach  and  dace 
Mr.  R.  Gay,  roach  ; Mr.  G.  Holder,  roach;  Mr.  J.  II. 
Herbert,  roach  : Mr.  C.  Leach,  chub  : Mr.  Jo.  Burwash, 
roach;  Mr.  C.  Blackman,  dace. — J.  II.  Herrert. 


Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  The  Old  King 
John’s  Hoad,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road,  N.E. — 
Tho  members  competed  for  five  special  prizes  on  the 
30th  ult.  at  Ware,  and  although  there  was  a good  field, 
no  competitor  succeeded  in  taking  the  required  weight, 
so  these  prizes  will  be  fished  for  again  on  the 
14th  inst.  Competitors  may  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred),  but  must  not  leave 
London  before  the  morning  of  the  competition.  There 
are  also  four  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednes- 
day next  the  10th  inst.,  same  conditions.  The  next 
return  visit,  No.  1,  Eastern  District,  will  be  to  this 
society,  and  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
17th  inst.,  on  which  oceasion  we  shall  be  very  pleased  to 
see  as  many  of  our  angling  friends  as  can  make  it  con- 
venient to  attend.  Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace  on  the  1st  inst. — H.  B. 

Lady  of  tlie  Lake  Angling  Association.— We 
fish  a roving  match  from  the  bank  for  three  club  prizes 
on  Oct.  7.  Members  to  start  on  the  morning  and  go  where 
they  please.  Mr.  Carter,  roach  and  dace,  71b.  8oz.  ; Mr. 

F.  Newcombe,  roach,  21b.  ljoz. ; Mr.  Kirk,  roach;  and 
Mr.  Burton,  roach,  21b.  J3oz.  Fifteen  members  fished 
the  Mole  at  Esher  on  the  23rd  ult , and  only  one  member 
had  three  sizeable  roach  (Mr.  Cooper). — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Sept.  30  the  follow- 
ing showed  some  nice  fish  : Mr.  Briley,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Watling,  roach  ; Mr.  Morris,  roach  and  bream,  one 
roach  lib.  5oz. ; Mr.  Holmes,  roach ; Mr.  Haytread, 
roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  Clark,  roach ; Mr.  White,  chub  ; 
Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Bowdrey,  roach.  At  our  last  meet- 
ing it  was  unanimously  carried  that  the  sum  of  15s.  be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Wade  in  aid  of  the  Thames  Preserva- 
tion Fund. — W.  Watling. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— A benefit  and  draw 
will  take  place  on  Monday  next  for  the  benefit  of  Charles 
Watling,  sen.,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many 
anglers  and  friends  as  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — 
H.  Wood,  C.  Stevens. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — Our  club 
outing  to  a Cheshire  mere  last  week  resulted  in  our 
being,  for  the  third  time  this  year  in  this  water,  doomed 
to  disappointment.  Scores  of  undersized  fish  were  got, 
but  nothing  over  Jib.  could  be  creeled.  We  used  to 
have,  in  the  years”  gone  by,  some  splendid  sport  here, 
and  we  cannot  even  surmise  the  reason  for  the  falling 
off.  Mr.  Bloomfield  had  a 51b.  pike,  live  baiting,  but 
what  is  this  among  so  many  ? The  mere  itself  makes  a 
most  lovely  picture  nestled  in  the  bosom  of  the  sur- 
rounding woods,  and  our  members  always  enjoy  the 
excursion,  hut  the  absence  of  success  in  an  angling 
sense  is  causing  a good  few  to  cry  a “go.”  We  shall 
have  a day  out  on  the  11th,  going  to  the  Dee  at  Carrog 
and  Corwen.  and  members  will  not  forget  that  the  trout 
fishing  in  this  water  closes  on  the  15th,  as  well  as^in 
the  Reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae.  We  pay  a visit  on  the  25th 
to  the  River  Vyrnwy,  at  Llanymynech,  going  overnight. 
The  trout  season  will  he  over,  but  there  are  plenty  of 
grayling  to  be  had,  and  the  four  flies  I think  the  best 
for  this  water  are  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Yellow  and 
Olive  Dun.  Mr.  Walbran,  Leeds,  supplies  these  (and 
of  course  all  others),  and  I don’t  think  his  flies  can  be 
beaten,  and  I should  certainly  advise  all  grayling  fisher- 
men to  give  them  a trial.  The  Vyrnwy  is  also  a splendid 
stream  for  coarse  fish — pike,  perch,  chub,  and  roach  of 
fine  size  and  quality  abounding  therein — and  under 
ordinary  surroundings  there  should  be  few  empty 
creels.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  Bast  End  Angling  Association.— 

At  the  meeting  on  Monday  last  the  balance-Bheet  for 
the  third  quarter  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  shows 
a balance  in  hand  of  £12  9s.  4d.  The  match  on  Sept. 
30  at  Mollington,  was  fished  in  splendid  weather,  but 
the  catches  were  small.  The  following  were  the  prize 
winners  : first,  Mr.  Isaac  Smith  ; second,  Mr.  Meighen 
third,  Mr.  Hetherington.  The  above  meeting  wa 
adjourned  until  Monday  next. — James  Reynolds. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Kingsgate 
street,  Holborn. — We  fish  a peg-down  match  on  Oct.  8 
at  Ware,  and  hope  all  members  will  be  in  attendance. — ■ 
J.  Long. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House 
Holloway-road,  N. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Sept.  30:  Mr.  H.  Stretch,  bream,  roach,  and  dace 
Mr.  W.  Stretch,  dace  and  roach.  We  fish  a match  in 
the  Thames  at  Windsor  on  the  28th  ; same  conditions  as 
the  A.B.S.  competition,  which  takes  place  on  that  day 
Will  those  members  who  feel  inclined  to  pay  another 
shilling  for  an  A.B.S.  competition  ticket  kindly  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  convenient. — Greg. 

Oak  Angling  Club,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road 
Bow,  E. — On  Oct.  7 we  fish  for  three  prizes  at  Harlow 
on  the  Stort,  all  members  to  go  by  first  train  on  the 
morning,  all  fish  to  weigh  bar  jack  and  eels. — J . H 
Holden. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane 
Tottenham. — Our  roving  match  on  the  30th  nit.  was  not 
very  successful,  only  three  members  having  fish,  Messrs 
Watson,  Mackney,  and  Roberts.  A smoking  concert 
will  take  place  on  Monday  ovening,  Oct.  7,  on  behalf  of 
Bro.  L.  Lews,  when  all  anglers  and  friends  are  invited 
— W.  Skeggs. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prmco 
Albert,  East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham. — We  fish  a matcli 
on  Oct.  14  for  a series  of  prizes  to  the  value  of  £2  10s.  at 
Pulboro’  all  to  go  on  the  morning.  Wo  had  a good 
show  of  fish  on  the  trays  on  the  30th  ult.,  Mr.  Steedman 
and  Mr.  Etherington  showing  several  specimen  fish,  Mr. 
Steedman  also  winning  the  gross  weight  prize  for 
September. — G.  Etherington. 

Perseverance  AnglingSociety,  Tho  Fox,  Russoll 
street,  Oxford-street,  E.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  30th  ult.,  but  met  with  very  poor  suocess 


Messrs.  Croasey  and  Wilton  had  a fine  show  of  roach 
^nd  bream.  Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place  at 
Amberley  on  the  14th  inst. — W.  Russell. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Our  roving  competition 
was  a grand  affair,  all  the  prizes  being  taken,  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Mitchell,  first,  with  101b.  of  roach;  Mr.  King  was 
second,  Mr.  Hawes  was  third,  Mr.  Adams  fourth,  and 
other  members  in  rotation.  The  Thames  was  in  grand 
fettle,  water  18in.  higher,  and  good  colour  ; roach  feed- 
ing fairly  well.  I hope  to  see  our  members  show  up  in 
full  force  next  Wednesday,  so  that  we  can  arrange  a 
convivial  supper  and  other  business. — J.  H.  Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne-road,  North  Kensington. — Last  Wednesday, 
being  quarter  night,  there  was  a large  meeting.  Mr. 
Peters  was  elected  chairman,  Mr.  Green  vice,  Mr. 
Lloyd  co-auditor,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  clerk  of  the  scales 
for  the  ensuing  quarter.  I hope  all  members  will 
attend  for  next  meeting  to  arrange  our  new  rules.— J. 
Harris. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  la,  Chapel-Btreet,  W.— 
On  the  27th  ult.,  Mr.  Keene  weighed-in  a few  nice  roach, 
and  on  the  30th  ult.,  Mr.  Steer  a very  nice  bream  of  31b. 
lloz.,  which  is  being  set  up. — C.  H.  S. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Tues- 
day evening  last  (Oct.  2),  Mr.  S.  Crumplen  read  a paper 
entitled,  “ Fish  Life  in  the  Planet  Mars,”  to  a large 
audience  of  anglers  and  friends.  The  lecturer  exhaus- 
tively dealt  with  the  subject,  proving  by  more  than  a 
feasible  theory  that  there  is  not  only  life  the  planet  Mars, 
but  rivers  and  canals,  and  consequently  fish.  The  old  idea 
that  Mars  was  a planet  of  fire  and  smoke  or  a realisation 
of  “Dante’s  Inferno,”  Mr.  Crumplen  thoroughly  dis- 
pelled. Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  (New  Albion  Piscatorials), 
was  the  chairman,  and  conjointly  with  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs 
(president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society),  Mr.  Crumplen, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  (New  Albion  Piscatorials), 
and  Mr.  George  Harry  Howard,  Fishing  Gazette, 
were  elected  life  hon.  members.  Mr.  Sacks  told  some 
racy  stories  with  regard  to  his  lengthy  experience  as  an 
angler,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  on  the 
Continent,  which  were  received  with  loud  laughter.  The 
musical  programme  was  an  excellent  one,  and  a hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  exterded  to  the  chairman,  lecturer, 
and  Mr.  John  Smith.  Eleven  clubs  were  represented. 
Our  monthly  outing  took  place  on  the  30th  nit.  at  Pul- 
boro’, when  all  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : Messrs. 

J.  Wineott,  bream  and  dace,  first;  F.  T.  Lamberton, 
roach  and  dace,  second ; J.  Davis,  dace  and  gudgeon, 
third ; J.  Wigley,  roach  and  dace,  fourth. — F.  T. 
Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone, 
W. — Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  30th  ult., 
but  had  very  little  sport.  G.  Rickwood,  fishing  at 
Twickenham,  took  a few  good  dace^  On  Oct.  7 we  fish 
for  three  handsome  prizes  in  the  Uxbridge  Canal ; peg- 
down,  one  rod  only. — R.  G.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street.— On  the  30th  ult.  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  were  successful, 
viz. : — Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Sartain,  and  Harris, 
jun.  On  Wednesday  last  (meeting  night)  we  were  very 
poorly  attended,  and  could  not  get  on  in  a proper 
manner,  owing  to  the  non-appearance  of  members.  A 
suggestion  will  be  thrashed  out  next  meeting  night  as 
to  the  advisability  of  charging  members  6d.  for  not 
putting  in  an  appearance  on  meeting  niglts. — J. 
Gibbons. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell—  On  Sept.  30  Messrs. 
Warren  and  Thorling  had  41b.  and  21b.  of  roach  each. 
On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  E.  Roberts  and  Mr.  A.  Jones 
were  elected  working  members  ; four  more  to  ballot  for 
on  Wednesday  next.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
as  early  as  possible. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s.  Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Sept.  30,  for  three  prizes,  at 
Harlow.  Only  one  prize  was  taken,  by  Mr.  R.  Ford, 
with  perch  ; ' Mr.  Ivnowlson  weighing-in  jack.  — G. 
Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.  — Result  of  fishing  at  Am- 
berley on  the  30th  ult.  nil.  The  prizes  left  over  will 
be  fished  for  on  the  7th  inst.  (roving),  any  waters.  On 
Tuesday,  Oct.  9,  the  South  London  United  will  pay  us 
a visit,  and  I have  been  promised  by  the  members  of 
several  clubs  that  they  will  give  us  a bumper.  The 
clubhouse  is  only  two  minutes’  walk  from  the  tramways, 
Westminster  Bridge,  and  five  minutes’  walk  from 
Waterloo  Station.  Several  well-known  gentlemen  will 
take  the  chair  during  the  evening. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Neyill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Our  President,  Mr.  A.  Jardine, 
has  kindly  consented  to  give  one  of  his  grand  readings. 
The  subject  will  be  “ Fabulous  Fishes  and  Sea 
Serpents,”  and  cards  of  invitation  forwarded  to  clubs 
for  their  attendance,  which  I trust  will  be  a large  one. 
This  will  be  the  first  of  the  season. — F.  G.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  72,  Grafton- 
street. — The  following  members  had  fish  on  the  30th  ult. : 
Messrs.  Lambert,  chub,  811).  12oz.  (one  fish  lib.  15Joz.), 
barbel,  41b.  4oz.,  total,  131b. ; Petrie,  roach  and  dace, 
41b.  11  joz. ; Roberts,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  9oz. ; North, 
roach  and  dace  (one  dace.  7foz.)  : Smith  jun.,  jaok  : 
King,  roach,  dace,  and  peroh,  21b.  4joz.  ; Bigsby,  roach 
and  daoe,  lib.  4)oz.  Our  visit  will  take  place  at  the 
above  house  on  Monday  tho  15th  inst.,  which  will^  bo  a 
special  programme  night.  Programmes  free. — C.  B. 
Lumby. 
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Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Sept.  30  Mr.  Smales 
had  roach ; Mr.  Fletcher,  dace  and  roach.  Our  outing  to 
Burnt  Mill  and  Harlow  will  be  on  Oct.  14 ; all  go  to 
Burnt  Mill  ; three  prizes  ; all  fish  to  weigh  according  to 
club  measurement  (bar  jack  and  eels)  ; no  stipulation  for 
weight  to  take  a prize.  The  train  leaves  Liverpool- 
street  Station  about  8 a.m. — Pelican. 

South.  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road.  S.E. — At  the  last 
meeting  two  working  members  were  elected,  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  outing  on  Oct.  11.  Messrs.  Way 
and  Davies  have  kindly  supplied  the  half-guinea  prizes 
to  be  fished  for  between  Rye  House  Bridge  and  St. 
Margaret’s  Lock.  Messrs.  Barden  and  Way  have  been 
getting  some  good  roach.  Mr.  Pope  had  a nice  show  of 
roach  (about  51b.)  on  Friday,  and  Mr.  Davies,  by  weigh- 
ing in  a bream,  secured  the  half-guinea  prize  standing 
over  from  the  previous  outing. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  Sept.  30  Mr.  G.  had 
161 1 b . roach  and  dace,  and  Messrs.  Dartnall,  Smith,  and 
Boorman,  roach  and  bream.  It  is  desirable  that  members 
wishing  to  compete  in  the  punt  match  on  Oct.  21  will 
attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  make  some  preliminary 
arrangements.— J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the 
Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Spread 
Eagle,  Stangate-street,  Lambeth,  just  behind  the 
Canterbury  Music  Hall.  Ti'ams  from  all  parts  of  South 
London  pass  within  two  minutes’  walk  of  the  house,  and 
I trust  every  society  on  the  list  will  be  represented,  as  a 
compliment  to  Mr.  J.  Wright  for  the  genial  and 
energetic  manner  he  has  carried  out  his  duties  as  vice- 
president  of  the  list. — Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive.  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney.— The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  the  30th  ult.  : Mr.  Bolding,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr. 
Chamberlain,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  West,  roach  ; and 
Mr.  Coombs,  rudd. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorne- 
road,  Hammersmith.  • — The  competition  at  Kings 
Langley  on  the  30th  ult.  resulted  as  follows  : Mr.  H. 
Mockridge,  1st;  Mr.  Hare,  2nd;  Mr.  F.  C.  Gerrard, 
3rd  ; Mr.  Harwood,  4th  ; Mr.  Witten,  5th.  The  Witney 
competition  takes  place  on  the  14th.  On  the  2nd  Mr. 
Carpenter  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  ; Mr.  Taylor, 
three  jack.  Tuesday  next  (9th)  special  meeting. — H. 
Reaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  30th  ult.,  with  the  following 
result.  : Messrs.  J.  Oakley,  roach  ; W.  Tyler,  roach  ; W. 
Windred,  jack.  The  members  of  the  above  will  fish  a 
pegged-down  match  on  Oct.  7 at  Monkey  Island  for 
several  given  prizes.  Our  old  friends,  the  Second 
Surrey,  receive  their  return  visit  on  Tuesday  next, 
when  I hope  they  will  have  a bumper. — H.  Tyler. 

United  Society  of  Anglers,  The  White  Hart, 
Shoreditch. — We  had  a grand  show  of  fish  on  Wednes- 
day (Oct.  3).  Mr.  G.  Hyams  with  one  jack,  71b ,_9oz., 
roach,  rudd,  and  perch,  191b.  9oz.  (one  rudd,  lib.  15oz.) ; 
another  of  our  members  had  a jack  of  61b.  15oz.,  and 
111b.  9oz.  of  roach,  rudd,  and  perch.  Some  of  the 
roach  were  very  fine  ones. — H.  J.  Cook. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — The  following  had  fish  on  the  30th  : 
Mr.  J.  J.  Russ,  barbel  and  roach ; Mr.  J.  Russ,  roach  and 
dace ; Mr.  A.  Pain,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  H.  Pain,  roach 
and  dace  ; Mr.  Betts,  dace.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair. 

It  was  proposed  that  our  next  match  takes  place  at 
Woking  on  Oct.  21 ; roving,  sweepstake  included. 
Members  wishing  to  compete  must  give  in  their  names 
by  Oct.  16.  Members  requiring  tickets  for  the  Windsor 
competition  apply  on  Tuesday  evenings  to  the  secretary. 

— H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest-road. — On  Sept.  30 
the  following  brought  in  fish  : Messrs.  Stevens,  Comber, 
Tisby,  W.  Davis,  W.  Byers,  and  Hoed.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  the  general  meeting  on  Oct.  24,  to 
receive  the  new  rules  from  the  revising  committee  and 
to  discuss  same. — J.S. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  West- 
moreland-road. — On  Wednesday  last  the  final  arrange- 
ments for  the  smoking  concert  were  decided,  and  it  was 
carried  that  it  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  16,  instead 
of  Thursday,  Oct.  11,  as  previously  stated.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  W.  J.  Mills,  Esq.  ; there  will  be  a host 
of  talent.  On  Oct.  7,  there  are  two  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  ; open  competition. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. —The  next  competi- 
tion for  four  prizes  will  be  fished  at  Amberley  from 
Bury  Ferry  to  100  yards  beyond  Timberley  Bridge  on 
Oct.  7. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms. 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  30th  we  had 
a few  fish  by  the  following  members  : Mr.  Sullivan, 
roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  Harden,  perch  ; Mr.  West,  a j 
nice  roach  of  lib.  4£oz.  A special  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Thursday,  Oct.  11. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — At  the  match  on 
Sept.  30  the  following  members  took  the  prizes  : Mr. 
Sutherland,  first ; Mr.  Willis,  second ; Mr.  Kenny, 
third  ; Mr.  Vale,  fourth  ; Mr.  Cox,  fifth  ; Mr.  J.  Newton 
not  in  the  match  weighed-in  lib.  14foz.  of  roach  ; Mr. 
H.  Mills,  lib.  2|oz.  ; Mr.  Maxted,  15|oz.  of  dace.  I 
wish  to  remind  our  members  that  it  is  our  monthly 


meeting  night  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  10,  and  the 
balance-sheet  will  boon  the  table. — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — On  Sept.  30 
several  members  went  to  Weybridgo  to  fish  off  the  second 
round  for  the  challenge  cup  and  four  club  prizes,  but 
unfortunately  nothing  was  done.  On  Tuesday  it  was 
decided  to  call  a special  meeting  to  arrange  a match  for 
the  cup  and  club  prizes.  All  members  are  earnestly 
invited  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next.— J.  G. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead.— Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  but  only  two  weighed-in,  as  follows: 
Messrs.  J.  Howcroft,  roach,  31b.  6oz. ; W.  Brinton,  roach, 
21b.  2Joz.  The  whole  contingent  visiting  the  River 
Medway  returned  blanks,  the  water  being  very  thick 
indeed. — P.  Smith. 


In  my  recent  remarks  upon  big  fish,  says  the  Graphic, 
I omitted  to  make  mention  of  dace.  In  the  ears  of  an 
angler  there  is  a magic  ring  about  the  mention  of  a 
pound  dace,  and  plenty  of  fishermen  there  are,  whose 
lines  have  not  been  always  cast  in  the  proper  places, 
who  decline  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  such  a fish, 
on  the  ground  that  they  have  never  seen  one.  In  the 
Thames  a dace  of  8oz.  is  a very  large  fish,  and  of  a bag 
of  several  dozen,  which  the  fly  fishermen  may  make  on 
occasion  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river,  not  one  will 
approach  that  weight.  In  the  Colne,  Kennet,  and  Lea, 
all  tributaries  of  the  Thames,  the  half-pounder  excites 
no  comment,  expressions  of  admiration  being  forth- 
coming for  nothing  under  Jib.,  and  in  all  three  rivers 
the  pound  dace  exists.  But  it  is  a rarity.  In  the 
eastern  counties,  however,  we  have  a region  where  even 
a pound  dace  creates  but  little  excitement,  so  frequently 
is  such  a fish  brought  to  bank  by  those  who  know  where 
to  seek  for  it,  and  how  to  catch  it.  As  I write,  I have 
before  me  three  dace  in  a case,  the  largest  of  which 
weighed  lib.  4oz.,  the  three  forming  portion  of  a catch 
of  eleven  fish  that,  collectively,  drew  down  the  scale  at 
131b.  I have  never  heard  of  a catch  of  dace  approach- 
ing this.  I am  aware  that  this  is  a fish  story,  and  that 
it  must  take  its  chance  as  such  ; but  it  has  one  merit, 
as  far  as  I am  concerned,  in  that  I believe  it  myself. 


Jingling  ^fixtures. 

October  7.  

Albert  Piscatorials  : Roving  match. 

Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Woking. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Datchet. 

Canning  Town  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Crown  and  Buckland : Match  at  Ware. 

Dalston  : Prize  outing. 

Earlsfield  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Enterprise  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Golden  Barbel  : Outing. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Fittleworth. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Independent  Brothers  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  : Roving  match  (bank  only). 
Mitre  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

Oak  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Serapis  : Outing  to  Shepperton. 

United  Brothers  : Prize  outing  to  Monkey  Island. 
Wellington  : Match  at  Amberley. 

October  8. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting. 
Lincoln : Benefit  concert. 

Park  : Benefit  concert. 

October  9. 

Brunswick  Brothers  : Concert  and  distribution. 
Golden  Barbel : Outing  on  the  Thames. 

Gresham  : Outing  to  Kelvedon. 

Second  Surrey : Visit. 

October  IO. 

Izaak  Walton:  Match. 

October  11. 

Eagle  : Supper  and  concert. 

Grange  : Match  at  Windsor. 

South  Bermondsey  : Match  at  Rye  House. 
Walworth  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 

October  12. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 


Oct.  14.— Allason  United  : Match  at  Richmond. 

„ 14.— Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  14. — Bostonians  : Open  competition. 

„ 14.— Camden  : Outing  to  Harefield. 

,,  14.— Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Wraysbury. 

,,  14. — Izaak  Walton:  Match. 

,,  14. — Jubilee  : Prize  outing. 

,,  14.— Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

14. — Perseverance  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

14. — Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 

14.— Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Harlow. 

14.— Sundial : Witney  competition. 

16. — Gresham  : Smoking  concert. 

16.  — Walworth  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 

17.  — Enterprise  Rovers  : Smoking  concert. 

17. — Izaak  Walton  : Visit. 

21. — Cobden  : Match  at  Henley. 

21.— South  London  : Punt  match. 

21.  — Waggoners  : Roving  match. 

22.  — Amicable  Waltonians  : Visit. 

22. — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : V isit. 

24. — Serapis  : Reading  by  Mr.  Jardine. 

28. — Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition  at  Windsor. 

28. — North  London  : Match  at  Windsor. 

29. — Funny  Folks  : Match  at  Amberley. 


A friend  sends  me  an  account  of  the  hearing,  at 
Staines  Town  Hall,  on  Monday,  of  the  summonses  for 
trailing  on  the  Thames,  which  were  issued  at  the  instance 
of  the  Conservancy,  against  Colonel  Hutchens,  of  Folke- 
stone, and  his  two  nephews,  young  gentlemen  named 
Burnett,  of  Molesey  ; also  against  Mr.  Ernest  de  la  Rue, 
of  Belgrave-square.  Mr.  Bunting,  the  Conservancy 
solicitor,  produced  a letter  from  Colonel  Hutchens, 
pleading  ignorance  of  the  new  bye-law  against  trailing 
on  the  Thames,  and  stating  that  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  trail  on  other  waters  without  any  objection  being 
taken.  Mr.  Bunting  admitted  that  the  bye-law  was  only 
passed  in  August,  1893,  but  stated  that  thousands  of 
copies  of  it  had  been  circulated  by  the  Conservators  and 
by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  (My  cor- 
respondent adds  that  a note  of  the  new  by  e-law  appears  on 
the  Fishing  Gazette  almanac,  published  last  December.) 
Alfred  Stroud,  of  Sunbnry,  assistant  river-keeper,  gave 
evidence  that  he  warned  the  Colonel,  who,  nevertheless, 
continued  trailing  for  a quarter  of  a mile.  The  Bench 
imposed  a penalty  of  10s.,  including  costs,  in  the  Colonel  s 
case,  and  Mr.  Bunting  withdrew  the  summonses  against 
his  nephews. 

******* 

The  summons  against  Mr.  De  la  Rue  was  defended  by 
a solicitor  on  his  behalf,  and  the  hearing  occupied  some 
time.  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton,  assistant  river- 
keeper,  deposed  that  he  saw  the  defendant  trailing,  in 
company  with  a Staines  fisherman  named  Clark,  and 
that  he  warned  them,  but  they  continued  the  practice, 
and  caught  a small  jack  on  the  trailed  bait.  The  fish 
was  returned  to  the  water.  Being  cross-examined. 
Rosewell  stuck  to  his  story,  and  ridiculed  a suggestion 
that  he  had  threatened  to  “make  it  hot’  for  the 
Staines  fisherman.  For  the  defence,  Clark  declared 
that  Mr.  De  la  Rue  was  not  trailing,  but  only  soaking  a 
new  gut  cast,  and  all  his  fishing  was  done  by  means  of 
spinning,  Nottingham  fashion,  throwing  off  the  reel. 
He  admitted,  however,  in  reply  to  one  of  the  magis- 
trates, that  Mr.  De  la  Rue  was  sitting  down,  and  not 
standing  up  in  the  boat,  at  the  time  that  Rosewell 
spoke  to  them.  Another  fisherman,  named  Poulter, 
was  called  for  the  defence,  but  his  evidence  did  not 
amount  to  much,  and  the  magistrates  ultimately  con- 
victed Mr.  De  la  Rue  in  the  same  penalty  as  Colonel 
t Hutchens,  viz.,  10s.,  including  costs. 

******* 

As  was  anticipated,  the  lecture  by  Mr.  Crumplen  on 
“ Fish  Life  in  the  Planet  Mars  ” before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Rodney  Piscatorials,  was  a complete 
success.  The  large  room  was  full,  and  the  concert  which 
followed  was  much  appreciated,  judging  from  the  encores 
which  the  various  artists  received.  Mr.  Grimmett,  pf 
the  New  Albions,  made  an  excellent  chairman,  and  Mr. 
John  Smith,  an  admirable  vice.  It  was  a great  treat  (to 
all  who  knew  him)  to  see  the  respected  president  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs,  amongst  the  sup- 
porters of  Mr.  Crumplen,  looking  well  and  hearty.  I 
hear  incidentally  that  “ the  planets  Mars  and  Earth  are 
running  in  double  harness  through  the  “Milky  Way  ’’ 
and  the  shining,  ruddy  brightness  of  Mars  is  prominent 
in  the  starry  heavens  in  a south-easterly  direction.’’  I 
came  home  rather  late  with  Mr.  Willson,  of  the  Black- 
friars,  in  “ single  harness,”  but  the  rapidity  with  which 
we  were  whirled  prevented  my  verifying  these  facts. 
However,  I accept  Mr.  Crumplen’s  “ facts  and  fancies  ” 
(by  the  bye  I think  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  is  the  author  of 
“Facts  and  Fancies,”)  and  will  not  attempt  to  upset  (I 
could  not,  if  I would)  any  of  his  most  clever  and 
ingenious  theories. 

* * * * # ■ * # 

The  Brompton  Smoking  Concert  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing was,  without  exception,  a brilliant  affair.  Com- 
mencing at  half-past  eight,  had  the  splendid  programme 
been  carried  out  in  its  entirety  it  would  have  lasted  till 
“ half-past  late.”  Where  all  the  artists  were  so  good  it 
would  be  invidious  to  mention  names.  The  pianist  Mr. 
Sidney  Applegartl  , R.A.M.,  was  alone  worth  a long  jour- 
ney to  hear — his  playing  being  simply  perfection.  The 
room  was  crowded  ; Mr.  Frank  Goodwin,  of  the  Riving- 
ton  Anglers,  occupied  the  vice-chair,  in  place  of  Mr.  J . B. 
Close  (who  was  unable  to  be  present).  Two  guineas 
was  the  amount  collected  for  the  General  Preservation 
Fund.  Mr.  Sparrow  and  another  gentleman  whose 
name  I cannot  remember  (members  of  the  Windsor  and 
Eton  Preservation  Society)  were  present.  Other  socie- 
ties will  do  well  to  follow  Mr.  Secretary  Roach’s  example, 
and  assist  in  augmenting  the  funds  for  re-stocking  and 
preservation  purposes. 

****** 

“I  was  fishing,’’  said  the  police  magistrate,  “in  a 
rapid  in  the  Rive:  Lune  in  Cumberland.”  [It  may  be 
as  well  to  mention  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Andrew 

Haggard  is  responsible  for  this 3tory.]  “A  very 

good  river  the  Lune  ! Sometimes  you  catch  salmon 
there,  and  sometimes  you  don’t.”  I agreed  with  him 
here,  for  I never  yet  could  catch  a salmon  in  that  blessed 
river.  “ Well,  I fished  down  a rapid  in  which  I was 
wading  and  I lost — no,  not  a fish,  I did  not  hook  one — 
but  I lost  a gold  sleeve  link  out  of  my  cuff.  I felt  un- 
comfortable, and  I was  sorry  ; but  what  was  to  be  done  ? 
Nothing.  But  when  I had  fished  to  the  bottom  of  the 
rapid,  as  I saw  it  was  full  of  fish  which  jumped  all  over 
my  fly  and  line,  I determined  to  walk  to  the  top  of  it 
and  fish  it  down  again.  I did  so  with  the  same  result 
as  regards  the  salmon  as  before.  I did  not  hook  any  at 
first,  but,  by  Jove,  just  as  I was  getting  to  the  bottom 
of  the  rapid  and  my  fly  was  floating  across  the  deepest 
part  of  the  rapid,  it  stuck  into  something.”  “A 
* salmon  at  last,  I suppose?”  “No,  it  was  into  no 
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mlmon  but  my  own  Heovo  link,  upon  my  sacred  honou. 
it  was.  It  wus  evidently  rolling  down,  being  waHhod 
over  and  over  near  the  huriaco  in  the  heavy  stream, 
when  the  point  of  t ho  hook  encountered  it,  entered  into 
one  ol  the  little  eyelet  holes  of  the  connecting  bar  and 
so  caught  it.  'I here  it  is,  do  you  seep  It  was  quite 
simple  ai  d there,  too,  is  the  date  of  the  event  engraved 
upon  it.  \ ou  believe  me,  don’t  you?**  Of  cootho  we 
did.  1 he  date  was  convincing  in  itself!  and  yet  there 
are  people— hut  well,  wo  won’t  talk  about  them,  or  say 
what  wo  think  of  them  ! 

***#### 

Messrs.  Everard  Ripley  & Co.,  naturalists,  of  5, 
King-street,  Richmond,  write . “ Wo  have  received  for 
preservation  a very  fine  carp,  weighing  8jlb.  It  was  taken 
on  a small  triangle  hook  by  Mr.  D.  Hayor,  from  the 
Heron  PoDd,  in  Busby  Park,  last  Saturday.  We  took 
great  care  in  measuring  same.  The  extreme  length,  in 
a straight  line,  was  ‘Join.  ; from  the  mouth  to  the  fork  of 
tail,  in  a straight  line,  the  measurement  was  23in., 
while  taking  the  tape  round  the  curve  of  the  side  of  the 
fish  (mouth  to  fork  of  tail)  the  measurement  was  an  inch 
longer,  viz.,  24in.  We  may  mention  that  we  received 
from  Mr.  Sawyer,  of  Richmond  Park,  last  week,  a wild 
swan,  which  weighed  251b.,  and  measured  7ft.  8in. 
across  tho  wings,  from  tip  to  tip.  From  bill  to  end  of 
tail  the  length  was  5ft.  Gin.  P.S.— Girth  of  carp  lGin.” 

***#### 

Arthur  Packer,  occupier  of  No.  !),  Plum-street, 
Nottingham,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Lennard,  at  the 
Notts  Revision  Court  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not 
occupied  during  the  qualifying  period.  The  objection 
was  over-ruled.  Claimant  asked  for  his  expenses. — The 
Barrister  : Well,  let  ns  hear  about  it.  What  do  you 
do?— Packer:  Well,  I have  just  took  a bit  of  worm- 
getting on  for  fishers,  and  ought  to  be  out  watering.— The 
Barrister : W bat  did  you  expect  to  make  this  evening 
out  of  worms?— Claimant : I might  have  gone  and  got 
a thousand  at  2s. . a thousand. — The  Barrister  (to  Mr. 
Lennard)  : Give  him  his  thousand  worms,  then. 

* ****** 

A surprisingly  interesting  performance  can  now  be 
seen  at  the  Aquarium,  in  the  troupe  of  Anamese  who 
have  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Ritchie  to  give  illustrations 
of  acting  as  it  is  done  in  Anam.  Although  there  may  be 
as  much  difficulty  in  following  the  thread  of  the  narra- 
tive as  the  Frenchman  experienced  in  studying  Johnson’s 
Dictionary,  it  is  most  interesting.  The  dresses  are  most 
magnificent.  Anglers,  in  pursuit  of  their  beloved  sport, 
may  have  noticed  that  there  are  such  things  as  chrysan- 
themums.  If  they  feel  any  further  interest  in  them  they 
should  visit  the  Aquarinm  next  week,  where  the  great 
show  of  the  season  of  these  beautiful  autumn  flowers 
will  be  held. 

* * * * * * * 

This  information  reaches  me  from  the  George  and 
Dragon,  Houghton,  near  Arundel,  Sussex.-  “I  beg  to 
report  to  you  that  Mr.  George  Binks,  of  225,  Caledonian- 
road,  Barnsbury,  N.,  and  a member  of  the  Crown  and 
Buekland  Fishing  Club,  had  the  following  take  of 
bream  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last.  Four  fish  weighing 
15|lb.,  made  up  as  follows:  one  fish  51b.,  one  41b.,  one 
3Jlb.,  and  one  31b.  The  fish  were  taken  between 
Houghton  Bridge  and  the  park  wall,  the  water  being  in 
very  good  condition.” 

******* 

Mr.  W.  Van  Weede,  writing  from  Hastings,  says: 
Some  good  fun  is  being  had  off  here  just  now.  I was  out 
two  and  a half  hours  with  Harry  Breeds,  the  successful 
fishing  pilot,  and  took  185  whiting  besides  a few  gurnet 
and  flat  fish.  Darkness  put  an  end  to  sport.  On  a 
previous  occasion,  out  with  Harry,  in  four  hours,  the 
take  exceeded  200,  principally  gurnet. 

******* 

Yet  another  confcert  in  aid  of  the  General  Preser- 
vation Fund,  this  time  at  the  Grafton  Arms,  Seymour- 
street,  Tottenham-court-road,  on  Monday,  Oct.  15. 
The  occasion  is  a “visit”  on  the  Central  list.  An 
array  of  talent  is  promised. 

* * * * * * * 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine, 
President  of  the  Serapis  Angling*  Society,  will  give  a 
reading  entitled  “ Fabulous  Fishes  and  Sea-serpents,” 
to  which  the  members  of  other  societies  will  be  wel- 
comed. 

******* 

From  the  Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell,  N.B.,  I hear 
that  Col.  Gardyne,  Mr.  Maynard  Taylor.  Mr.  Sneddon, 
and  Mr.  Metford  bad,  for  two  days’  sport,  thirty-six 
brace  of  partridges,  two  brace  of  pheasants,  nineteen 
hares,  and  a few  rabbits.  On  Lundie  Muir,  Mr.  Barclay 
Curie  and  party  had  eighty-three  head  for  three  days. 

******* 

The  herring  season  at  Scarborough  has  reached  its 
zenith,  and  the  catch  of  Sept.  2G  is  said  to  be  the  largest 
oi  the  year.  About  150  railway  waggons  were  needed  to 
accommodate  the  loads  of  fish  which  teemed  into  the 
y^n-  ln  i.he  ®VCDil)g>  arid  ^ is  estimated  that  nearly  five 
million  herrings  were  sent  away  on  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday. Upwards  of  200  boats  are  fishing  from  the  port, 
but  the  number  will  now  decrease  very  rapidly  as  the 
herrings  go  further  south. 


Me  hear  much  of  the  tardy  efforts  made  by  the 
various  railway  ^companies  to  meet  tho  fluctuating 
requirements  of  the  fish  trade,  but  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  (always  to  the  fore)  is  to  be  commended 
Commencing  on  Monday  last  a special  fast  fish  train  left 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  at  2.35  p.m.  (fish  being 
received  up  to  two  o’clock)  for  London,  in  connection 


with  all  the  railways  running  Houth  of  the  Thames,  and 
ensuring  tho  delivery  of  fish  at  all  stations  on  these 
lines  at  an  early  hour  the  following  morning. 

* * * • • m * 

Fishinu  in  tho  preserved  water  at  Stowmarket  on 
Got.  2;  Mr.  Tom  Robinson  caught  a 91b.  Goz.  pike  in 
splendid  condition. 

******* 

Tim  almost  feudal  conditions  of  lifo  at  Helmingham 
Hall  aro  effectively  pictured  in  an  account  of  Lord 
lollemache  s party  to  his  tenants  in  a recent  number  of 
East  Anglian  Daily  Times.  Helmingham  is  tho  finest  of 
tho  few  remaining  moated  homes  ol  England,  and  is 
probably  the  only  one  in  which  the  drawbridge  is  still 
lifted  nightly  to  cut  off  the  occupants  from  the  rest  of 
the  world.  Every  night,  at  eleven  o’clock,  the  hall- 
porter  at  Helmingham  slowly  lifts  the  time-worn  planks 
by  the  aid  of  an  antique  windlass  and  chain,  and  at  six 
o’clock  every  morning  he  lowers  them  again.  This 
practice  has  been  observed  for  centuries. 

***#### 

TVT^n.18  " oum^r°u3  relic  of  medimvalism  ” — to  quote 
Mr.  Arthur  H.  Beavan’s  words  in  the  Pall  Mall  Maga- 
ziiie— came  in  for  much  interested  inspection,  when 
hundreds  of  tenants  trooped  in  parties  through  the 
superb  old  house.  The  great  hall  came  in  for  its  full 
share  of  admiration,  with  its  framed  fireplace,  its  noble 
collection  of  arms  and  antlers,  and  the  museum  of 
stuffed  birds  that  includes  the  identical  great  bustard 
which  formerly  coursed  at  Newmarket  with  greyhounds 
and  survived  until  1827. 

* * * * * * * 
Helmingham  moat  is  a brick-lined  fosse  some  38ft. 
wide  and  14ft.  deep.  It  abounds  with  fish,  among 
which  that  freshwater  tyrant  the  pike  makes  his 
presence  felt.  Huge  pike  lie  constantly  near  the 
kitchen  windows  waiting  for  the  tit-bits  that  are  thrown 
to  them.  One  monster  of  about  201b.  weight  is  quite 
tame.  He  is  known  as  Esau,  a distinction  which  may 
be  traced  to  the  circumstance  that  one  day  when  he 
was  hungrier  than  usual,  he  made  a meal  off  another  big- 
pike  called  Jacob. 

******* 

Several  times  lately  I have  heard  of  our  old  friend  the 
sea-serpent.  A gentleman,  who  I need  scarcely  say 
hails  from  across  the  herring-pond,  sends  me  a true  and 
authentic  account  of  the  monster,  and  lest  I should  not 
credit  all  he  says  if  told  in  simple  prose,  he  sends  his 
story  in  rhyme : 

Perhaps  in  sea-serpents  you  do  not  believe, 

But  I come  from  the  land  where  folks  never  deceive  ; 

I ve  seen  a round  dozen,  at  least — great  and  small, 

But  one,  I just  reckon,  eclipses  ’em  all. 

His  jolly  old  mouth  was  so  wide,  oh  ! 

Our  ship  dropped  her  anchor  inside,  oh  ! 

And  we  couldn’t  pull  it  out,  tho’  we  tried,  oh  ! 

His  coughing  brought  on  such  a gale  ! 

This  sea-serpent  at  least  was  a hundred  years  old, 

And  with  scales  was  all  covered  of  silver  and  gold. 

His  fins  were  of  copper,  of  iron  his  tail, 

So  I calkerlate  rather  the  monster  was  mail. 

His  jolly  old  mouth  was  so  wide,  oh  ! 

A fleet  in  it  snugly  might  hide,  oh  1 
And  when  fighting  has  got  to  be  tried,  oh  ! 

I’d  rather  be  in  there  than  out. 

They  say  that  our  steamers  are  lost  in  the  storm  ; 

No  such  thing,  he  just  books  ’em  to  keep  his  chest 
warm — 

Well ! a something  he  must  have  to  fill  himself  out, 

So  the  Boston  he  swallowed,  I haven’t  a doubt. 

Should  he  visit  the  Channel,  or  anywhere  near, 

Lou  11  be  sartain  to  know — it  will  make  fish  so  dear. 
You  will  then  want  to  catch  him  ; and  then,  let  me 
see — 

Why,  stranger,  I guess,  you  must  send  after  me. 

You  will  want  an  experienced  guide,  oh ! 

Who  will  know  how  to  leather  his  hide,  oh  ! 

I’ve  so  often  such  monsters  defied,  oh  ! 

I shall  hook  him — and  eat  him  for  tea. 

I think  that  is  quite  enough  of  my  Yankee  friend’s 
story,  especially  as  the  sea-serpent  has  appeared  nearer 
home. 

* * * * * * * 

An  esteemed  correspondent,  who  would  not  tell  a fib 
for— well  I don’t  quite  know  his  price,  suffice  it  to  say 
he  has  a good  character  for  veracity— tells  me  he  has 
seen  the  serpent  off  the  coast  of  Wales.  The  monster 
was  as  long  as  a Chancery  suit  bill  of  costs.  It  had 
flaming  eyes,  and  all  the  etceteras  so  often  described- 
and  it  lashed  the  waves  into  a foam  which  all  the  oil  to 
be  procured  for  money  could  not  allay.  I cross-examined 
my  informer,  and  found  that  he  had  been  dining  not 
wisely  but  very  much  too  well,  and  had  fallen  asleep  in 
his  chair.  Another  course,  and  he’d  have  seen  not  only 
the  serpent,  but  mermaids,  harpies,  and  other  mythologi- 
cal creatures  of  the  deep. 


Bobby  : “ What  are  yon  crying  for?  ” Eddy:  “ I've 
swallowed  my  last  No.  10  crystal  hook.”  Sammy: 

Never  mind  ; don’t  cry — here’s  another.” 

* •****# 

I he  total  catch  of  Pacific  fur  seals  delivered  last 
season  at  tho  ports  of  this  country  and  British  America 
~a.H . about  140,000  skins.  About  fifty  vessels  from 
British  Columbia  brought  in  nearly  70,000  skins  from 
the  coasts  of  British  Columbia,  Japan,  and  Russia, 
twenty  schooners  delivered  nearly  3000  skins  at  San 
h ranciseo,  nearly  7500  were  sent  to  that  port  from  the 
1 nbyloff  Islands,  and  the  Russian  Sealskin  Company 
sent  to  San  Erancisco  from  Petropaulovski  nearly  33,200 

******* 

The  tenacity  of  life  in  sharks,  says  Chambers’  Journal 
is  scarcely  credible.  It  is  stated  that  a shark’s  heart 
will  beat  for  half  an  hour  after  it  has  been  removed 
from  its  body.  The  following  story— for  the  accuracy 
of  which  the  writer  does  not  vouch— has  been  told  in 
illustration  of  this  fact,  as  also  of  their  well-known 
voracity  and  insensibility  to  pain.  The  crew  of  a vessel 
w'ere  engaged  in  fishing  for  sharks,  the  bait  consisting 
of  a large  piece  of  meat  secured  to  a strong  hook  and 
chain  A number  of  sharks  had  been  captured  and 
their  livers  extracted — the  shark’s  liver  yields  a valu- 
able oil — and  the  carcasses  were  then  thrown  back  into 
the  sea.  On  hooking  a new  victim,  the  sailors,  after 
hoisting  him  on  deck,  were  surprised  to  find  that  it  was 
one  of  the  same  sharks  whose  liver  had  been  extracted 
half  an  hour  previously,  and  who  seemed  in  no  way 
incommoded  by  the  loss. 

* * * * * * * 

The  jaw  of  a shark  is  a perfect  study.  In  some  species 
the  adult  members  have  six  rows  of  teeth  in  each  jaw, 
each  tooth  being  serrated  and  pointed,  the  points  being 
directed  backwards,  so  as  to  form  a veritable  barb. 
These  teeth,  which  in  their  normal  state  lie  flat  against 
1 he  jaw,  are  erectile  at  will,  and  when  the  animal  darts 
on  his  prey,  they  start  on  end  in  the  same  manner  that 
a cat’s  claws  are  protruded  from  their  sheath.  When  a 
shark  seizes  his  prey,  he  is  forced  to  bolt  it  whether 
willing  or  not,  for  the  arrangement  of  the  teeth  will  not 
allow  him  to  disgorge  his  food,  which  can  only  pass 
inwards  to  the  stomach.  When  a shark  is  killed  and 
dissected,  the  contents  of  the  stomach  are  often  of  a 
most  miscellaneous  character.  One  which  was  opened 
in  the  presence  of  the  writer  contained,  among  other 
articles,  a horse’s  mane  and  several  empty  bottles ! 
The  latter  articles  had  probably  been  thrown  overboard 
from  some  vessel  in  the  harbour,  and  were  presumably 
seized  and  swallowed  by  the  rapacious  creature  before 
he  nad  ascertained  their  exact  nature. 

******* 

The  theory  of  the  inevitable  drying  up  of  oceans, 
says  a writer  of  the  N.T.  Sun,  as  lately  propounded  by 
Transchold,  a Russian  geologist,  claims  that  in  propor- 
tion as  certain  parts  of  the  earth’s  crust  rise  from  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  above  its  level  the  latter  must  be 
lowered — in  fact,  the  surfaces  of  nearly  all  the  con- 
tinents and  islands  have  at  one  time  formed  portions 
of  the  ocean’s  floor  and  have  risen  from  the  waters 
partly  because  of  the  retreat  of  the  latter,  and,  as  con- 
tinents are  formed,  one  part  of  the  waters  of  the  seas  is 
transported  to  them  in  the  character  of  lakes,  rivers, 
eternal  snows,  glaciers,  and  organized  substances,  and 
owing  to  this  action  the  waters  of  the  ocean  have  been 
constantly  diminishing  and  their  levels  lowered  corres- 
pondingly. 

*,****** 

Again,  in  proportion  as  the  earth  cools  down,  ice 
accumulates  near  the  poles  and  on  the  tops  of  moun- 
tains, and  water  is  taken  more  deeply  into  the  surface 
of  the  terrestrial  crust,  the  formation  of  hydrated 
minerals  being  everywhere  manifested.  In  view  of  all 
™.18i  the  conclusion  is  regarded  as  inevitable  that,  since 
all  the  water  which  has  ever  existed  may  still  exist  in 
the  form  of  perpetual  ice,  snow,  hydrated  minerals,  &c., 
the  waters  of  all  oceans  have  consequently  been 
gradually  disappearing,  and  that  the  lowering  of  the 
oceans  is  going  on  even  at  the  present  time,  faster, 
perhaps,  than  ever  before. 

******* 

At  Ponders  End,  on  Sept.  30,  the  cold  north  wind 
prevented  good  sport,  but  the  result  of  the  competition 
was  as  follows  : First  prize,  electro-plated  butter  dish, 
Mr.  Bowker ; second  prize,  scarf  ring  in  case,  Mr.  Jas. 
Hale  ; third  prize,  patent  regulating  watch  key  pendant, 
Mr.  D.  Knight.  There  were  many  good  fish  caught ; a 
handsome  jack  was  taken  by  Mr.  Charles  Newton. 


Of  course  had  I thought  my  friend  was  saying  the 
thing  which  was  not,  I should  have  told  him  so — politely 
—taking  a leaf  out  of  the  book  of  my  old  friend  Pro- 
fessor Thorold  Rogers.  He  was  being  “ heckled  ” once 
at  an  election  meeting.  “You  are  not  stating  a fact, 
sir!  said  the  Professor  to  his  tormentor.  “ Do  you 
say  I am  a liar?”  asked  his  questioner  in  a passion. 

No,  sir,”  said  Rogers,  “ I would  not  be  so  rude,  but 
this  I will  say  ; if  I saw  you  walking  down  tho  street 
with  the  late  lamented  Mr.  Annanias  on  one  arm,  and 
his  wife  Mrs.  Saphira  on  the  other,  I should  any— there 
<)oesn  family  party.”  When  told  a doubtful  fish  story, 
the  Professor’s  rebuke  may  be  found  handy. 


The  carp  has  been  praised  beyond  his  deserts,  and  he 
has  been  also  much  maligned.  He  is  not  the  finest  fish 
that  swims,  though  Izaak  Walton,  gallantly  reminizing 
him,  calls  him  “ the  queen  of  rivers  ; a stately,  a good, 
and  a very  subtle  fish.”  In  the  Charleston  market 
buyers  would  pass  him  by  on  the  other  side,  and  further 
inland  he  is  regarded  as  decidedly  inferior  to  many 
small  pan  fish,  and  to  the  trout,  which,  by  the  way,  is  no 
trout  at  all,  but  a black  bass.  But  he  is  superior  to  the 
catfish,  the  mudfish,  and,  perhaps,  the  jack.  After  all 
is  said,  however,  the  carp’s  worth  remains,  like  the 
voter  s choice  for  Governor  or  Senator,  a matter  of 
taste.  A great  deal  depends  on  the  cook. — American 
Fishing  Gazette. 

* * . * * * * * 

On  Oct.  1 / tho  Rivington  Angling  Society  will  hold  a 
concert  at  their  headquarters,  the  Bricklayers’  Arms, 
Charlotte-street,  Great  Eastorn-stroot,  Shoreditch,  in 
aid  of  the  General  Preservation  Fund.  When  I say  tho 
host  is  Mr.  E.  E.  Goodwin  an  enjoyable  evening  may  be 
looked  forward  to.  The  chair  will  bo  takou  by 

Dragnet. 
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FISHING  ROD*  HOOK,  & TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

STANDARD  WORKS,  REDDITCH.  London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  EC. 

Largest  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers  in  the  World.  Highest  Awards  at  15  International  Exhibitions. 

PATENTS  <&  SPEC  'L/T/ES. 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS,  Guaranteed  for  Two  Years. 

GREENHEART  TROUT  AND  SALMON  RODS. 

THE  COMBINATION  ROD. 

SPECIAL  CANE  PUNT  ROD. 

GUN  METAL  REELS,  LIGHT  AND  STRONG. 

THE  PERFECT  HOOK,  Mounted  on  Patent  Wire  Gimp  for  Sea  Fishing' 

THE  FISHERMAN’S  KNIFE 

TANNED  FLAX  LINES.  Quality  No.  1673.  The  Best  Line  in  the 
Market  for  Pike  and  Sea  Fishing. 

THE  BROWN  FLAX.  Quality  No.  1442  ; Waterproof  ; stronger  than  silk, 

THE  HERCULES  GUT  CASTS. 

T E HERCULES  PREPARED  SILK  SPINNING  LINE. 

OUR  TRADE  MARK  ON  ALL  BEST  GOODS 


Trade  Mark. 


W HOLESAI.E 


E Y . 


The  “ Norfolk  ” Lead. 


The  Spiral  Spinner  for  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Pike. 
A sure  killer. 


ASK  AT  THE  LIBRARIES  AND  THE  BOOKSELLERS’ 


FOR 


WILLIAM  BLACK’S 

New  Novel, 

HIGHLAND  COUSINS 


R.  D.  BLACKMORE’S 

New  Story, 

PERLYCROSS 

(TWELFTH  THOUSAND). 


(SECOND  EDITION). 

Each,  of  these  works  is  now  published  for  the  first  time  in  one  volume  at  the  popular  price  of 

Six  Shillings. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEBEST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  OUBBENT  AOOODNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100 

STOCKS,  SHAKES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur 
chased  and  sold.  

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift  the  Bank 
receives  email  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Blrkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free  Fbanoib  Bavensoboft.  Manager. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  lee  Axes,  Skates,  and  fint 
Steel  work  generally. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIE8, 

UT  FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

HILL  Sc  SON, 

4,  HAYMARKET.  S.W. 

Lists  Fru 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  & SON, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Flies  for 
British  Columbia  a 8peoiality. 


DARLINGTON’S  HANDBOOKS. 

“ Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  is  com- 
manded by  the  Queen  to  thank 
Mr.  Darlington  for  a copy  of  his 
Handbook.” 

” Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for.”  Britith  Weekly. 
“ Par  superior  to  ordinary  guides."—  London  Daily 
Chronicle. 

Is.  each. 

Illustrated . Maps  by  JJin  Bartholomew , F.R.0.3. 
Bournemouth  and  the  Now  Forest. 

The  Channel  Islands. 

The  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  Vale  of  Llangollen. 

The  North  Wales  Coast. 

Aberyetwith,  Barmouth,  and  Cardigan  Bay. 


Llangollen:  Darlington  & Co.  London:  W.  J. 
Adams  & SON3. 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS, 45/-,  50/- 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


KING,  MALGOM,  L GO., 

Wader  JBakers  & Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

Inventors  of  the  Improved 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  1879. 


“SOMETHING 
NEW  ” 


(PROTBOTBD.) 

THE  “ PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING.” 

See  Field,  March  10,  1894. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  distribution  of  prizos  won  in  tholato  Birmingham 
Association  oontost  took  place  at  tho  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Sept.  20.  Mr.  T.  Coles  gave  a 
roviow  of  the  past  contest  work,  aftor  which  tho  prizes 
wore  distributed  to  tho  successful  competitors.  The 
prizes,  which  numborod  fifty-seven,  woro  purchased  by 
the  committee  with  tho  grant  made  by  tho  association. 
This  grant  was  augmented  by  tbe  generosity  of  tho 
Towkesbury  Browory  Company,  who  subscribed  three 
guineas  to  tho  fund.  Tho  St.  Paul’s  Society  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Alrowas,  in  tho  canal,  on  Sept.  30. 
Thirty-two  members  took  part,  the  result  boing  as 
follows:  Messrs.  T.  Wilmot,  1st ; W.  Kimberley,  2nd  ; 
W.  Groves,  3rd  ; H.  Groves,  4th  ; II.  Weston,  5th;  G. 
Parker,  6th  ; T.  Kimberley,  7th.  The  club  prizes 
will  bo  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  next.  Mr. 
H.  Hickman,  of  the  Abbey  Tavern,  Key  Hill,  Bir- 
mingham, paid  over  tho  prizes  won  in  his  specimen 
fish  competition,  on  Monday  evening  last ; the  winners 
being  Mr.  H.  Coles,  Higbgate  Park  Club,  roach  prize, 
with  a fish  lib.  7oz.,  and  Mr.  Cox,  of  the  Brothers  Well 
Met,  secured  the  perch  prize  with  a fish  lib.  2£oz.  The 
Aston  Club,  that  now  meet  at  the  Old  Aston  Tavern, 
seem  to  have  made  a move  in  the  right  direction,  as 
they  have,  during  the  last  fortnight,  made  about  sixteen 
new  members.  Two  societies  in  the  Balsall  Heath 
district  are  dissatisfied  with  their  present  place  of 
meeting,  and  an  application  will  be  made  in  the  near 
future  for  permission  to  remove  to  more  suitable  places 
of  meeting.  The  Old  Green  Man  Society  have,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Association,  changed  their  name  to 
the  Aston  Villa  Society.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  Birming- 
ham on  Saturday  next,  Oct.  13. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Sport  in  this  district  has  shown  a marked  improve- 
ment since  last  week,  and  anglers  are  now  getting  good 
bags,  especially  from  baited  swims.  The  rain  of  last 
week,  though  not  materially  altering  the  colour  of  the 
water,  had  the  effect  of  stirring  the  fish  and  putting 
them  on  the  feed,  and  roach  have  been  fished  for  this 
week  with  better  success  than  has  been  the  case  for 
some  time.  Some  exceptionally  good  pike  have  also 
been  secured  on  the  waters  leased  by  the  Spalding 
Angling  Association.  The  annual  angling  match  pro- 
moted by  the  tradesmen  of  Boston  for  Sheffield  anglers, 
took  place  on  Monday,  but  the  entries  were  much  smaller 
than  usual. 

FROM  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

The  fronting  season  on  most  of  the  Gloucestershire 
Btreams  came  to  a close  on  Saturday  last.  Taken  all 
through  the  season,  the  Coin,  Leach,  Windrush,  and 
Little  Dickler  will  bear  comparison  with  any  trout 
streams  in  England.  On  the  public  waters  at  Fairford 
and  Dudgrove,  several  2-pounders  were  killed,  and  one 
trout  of  31b.  2oz.  was  killed  in  July  on  an  Alder  fly  by 
Mr.  Titley.  In  some  parts  of  the  Coin  and  Windrush, 
crayfish  have  been  again  successfully  introduced.  Jack 
fishers  have  been  busy  in  the  Gloucestershire  and  Wilts 
length  of  the  Thames  between  Cricklade  and  Lechlade, 
and  some  good  fish  have  been  caught.  Some  big  chub 
and  barbel  have  also  been  secured. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  on  the  River  Hull  for  the  past  week  has  been 
very  poor,  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  nice  trout 
caught  above  the  lock,  very  little  has  been  done.  Mr. 
J.  Fisher  had  seven  nice  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  Stancer  six, 
but  the  heaviest  only  scaled  lOJoz.  Some  good  takes 
of  flounders  and  eels  have  been  had,  both  at  Patrington 
and  Hedon  havens.  The  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.  fished 
their  fourth  match  this  season  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  at  Newport,  with  the  following  result : Mr.  Thos. 
Chester,  41b.  Goe.,  first;  Mr.  C.  Sargent,  41b.  3oz., 
second;  Mr.  J.  E.  Sharpless,  lib.  9foz.,  third;  and  Mr. 
H.  Wood,  lib.  6|oz.,  fourth.  The  Hull  Founders  A.S. 
will  hold  their  fourth  match  this  season  at  Weel  Ferry, 
on  the  River  Hull,  on  Oct.  13.  The  Imperial  A.S.  will 
also  fish  on  the  same  day  on  the  River  Hull,  at  Hull 
Bridge. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  Derwent,  the  Lune,  Eden,  Kent,  and,  in  fact,  all 
streams,  are  now  at  a lower  level  than  can  be  recol- 
lected by  most  anglers,  the  time  of  year  considered  ; 
and  what  water  remains  is  covered  with  fallen  leaves. 
Anglers  are  hoping  for  the  autumn  floods.  We  hear 
that  there  is  every  likelihood  of  vigorous  steps  being 
shortly  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  serious  pollution  of 
certain  portions  of  the  Derwent. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

^ was  a very  >mP°rtant  day  with  the  patrons  of 
the  Worslev  Canal  Fishery.  The  premier  event  of  the 
season  was  the  contest  for  the  Bridgewater  Challenge 
ghield,  fished  for  by  teams  of  six  from  all  clubs  that  cared 
to.quahfy.  Nineteen  clubs  entered  : 1st,  Brook  Tavern, 
Swinton,  tho  shield,  gold  medal,  and  five  silver  medals, 
with  lib.  14oz.  ldr.  ; 2nd,  Walpole,  Bolton,  15£oz.  3dr.  ; 
3rd,  Hulme,  Crown,  12ioz.  2dr.  ; 4th,  Robin  Hood, 
Clifton,  8|oz-  3dr.  ; 5th,  Salford  Friendly,  6}oz.  2dr. ; 
Gth,  Cambrian,  Hulme,  5joz.  ldr.  ; 7th,  Korsloy  Pride, 
Farnworth,  5^oz.  ldr.  ; 8th,  St.  Helen’s  Anglers,  4oz. 
2dr;  9th,  Gaskell’s  Prido,  Farnworth,  4oz.  ; 10th, 
Royals,  Seedley,  3Joz.  3dr. ; 11th,  Nelson,  Bolton,  lfoz. 
3dr. ; 12th,  Oxnoble,  Bolton,  1 Joz.  ldr. ; 13th,  Robin  Hood, 
Tyldosley,  loz.  2dr. ; 14th,  Twelve,  Manchester,  Joz.  3dr. 
Tho  other  clubs  taking  part  were  Buckland,  Ellesmere, 


and  St.  George’s,  Manchester ; Socials,  Barton ; and 
Kings,  Bolton  ; all  of  which  failed  to  kill  a fish.  Mr. 
Tom  Bromelow  was  tho  hero  of  the  day.  In  the  Junior 
Championship  the  result  was  as  follows  : 1st,  Thomas 
Young,  Swinton,  thirteen  years,  gold  centre  silver 
medal  ; 2nd,  Harry  Rider,  Swinton,  fourteen  years, 
silver  medal  ; 3rd,  W.  H.  Jones,  Urmston  ; 4th,  A.  Baker, 
Manchester,  and  5th,  C.  Lyons,  Salford,  tied  ; Gth,  N. 
Horsefiold.  Bolton  ; 7th,  II.  Berry,  Manchester;  8th,  A. 
R.  Wood,  Barton.  Tho  Seedley  anglers  fished  their  con- 
cluding match  of  the  season  on  the  29th  in  tho  Moss 
Reach  length  of  the  canal,  with  tho  following  result : 
1st,  P.  Dingall ; 2nd,  C.  Crapper ; 3nd,  V.  Harrison; 
4th,  W.  Malacay  ; 5th,  T.  Crapper;  Gth,  J.  Sumner  ; 7th, 
W.  Thorpe ; 8th,  T.  Seed ; 9th,  J.  Bethel ; 10th,  J. 
Baxter. 

FROM  LANCASTER. 

The  people  of  Leicester  are  not  the  only  ones  who  are 
crying  out  for  water.  Here  we  have  bad  no  rain  for 
nearly  a month,  and  as  a consequenoe  of  this  and  the 
fine  weather  our  rivers  have  run  down  to  a point  not 
previously  known  in  September  for  many  years  past. 
Anglers  are  crying  out  for  rain  all  round.  There  are  a 
few  salmon  in  the  Lune,  and  more  are  waiting  in  the 
estuary  to  come  up  with  tho  first  flood,  but  angling  in 
the  meantime  is  at  a standstill.  I have  not  heard  of  a 
single  rod  being  out  during  the  past  week,  and  present 
indications  point  to  rod  fishing  for  salmon  being  one  of 
the  worst  times  on  record.  There  is  yet  time  for  a 
change,  but  if  it  does  not  come  soon  it  will  be  too 
late. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  little  angling  is  now  being  done  in  this  district. 
Few  anglers  go  out,  now  that  the  weather  has  turned 
cold,  after  roach,  and  the  pike  season  has  not  com- 
menced according  to  our  local  anglers’  ideas.  A few 
are  being  caught  in  some  of  the  waters  where  they  come 
on  the  feed  early,  but  nothing  of  any  size  (none  larger 
than  71b.)  has  been  taken.  Sea  fishing  has  given  some 
sport,  principally  at  Yarmouth,  where,  from  the 
Britannia  Pier,  some  good  hauls  of  whiting  and  gurnards 
and  a few  small  codlings  have  been  secured  during  the 
week. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  temporary  rise  last  week  set  roach  and  dace  freely 
on  the  feed,  and  some  grand  lots  of  roach  were  obtained 
from  the  waters  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society 
at  Shardlow.  Amongst  others,  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  using 
creed  wheat,  bagged  201b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Wallis,  employing 
gentles,  creeled  above  a stone,  including  an  exceptional 
specimen  of  lib.  lOJoz.  ; Mr.  Wallis  also  caught  a chub 
of  31b.  odd,  and  several  heavy  chub  were  taken  with 
greaves.  At  Weston  Mr.  W.  Sudbury  killed  a brace  of 
pike  of  101b.,  and  six  fish  were  got  by  a resident  of 
Melbourne,  the  best  weighing  9|lb.  At  King’s  Mills  Mr. 
T.  Wood  has  been  successful  amongst  chub  and  perch, 
and  he  was  smashed  several  times  by  fish  in  a mysterious 
manner.  Possibly  they  were  big  trout,  or  even  salmon, 
for  the  length  still  holds  a few.  On  Saturday  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cully  took  a variety  of  fish  out  of  the  channel  swim, 
and  earlier  in  the  week  he  succeeded  in  landing  a barbel 
of  6jlb.  At  Holme  Pierrepont  Mr.  W.  Stevenson  caught 
three  barbel  with  maggot,  and  on  the  opposite  bank  Mr. 
W.  Parr  took  a fair  quantity  of  chub  with  wasp  grub 
for  bait.  At  Wilford  Mr.  J.  Boyd  has  excelled  amongst 
dace  and  chub,  and  other  subscribers  have  been  getting 
dace  with  the  maggot.  The  maggot  fishermen  in  the 
Newark  district  are  reported  to  have  made  many  large 
catches  of  fine  roach.  The  barbel  season  may  now  be 
regarded  as  practically  over,  and  a worse  has  certainly 
never  been  experienced.  A big  flood  would  now  work 
wonders.  In  the  Grantham  Canal,  near  here,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Draper,  Nottingham,  killed  five  pike,  two  weighing 
lGlb.  The  river  is  remarkably  low  and  clear  for  the 
first  week  in  October. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  waters  continue  low  and  clear,  and  the  wind  is 
still  contrary,  the  result  being  that  poor  reports  come  to 
hand  from  all  quarters.  The  state  of  affairs  is  most  dis- 
couraging, and  a number  of  rods  have  been  put  by  to 
await  for  a change.  Some  idea  of  the  work  done  may  be 
gained  from  the  results  of  the  annual  match  promoted 
by  the  tradesmen  of  Boston  for  Sheffield  anglers,  who 
spend  so  much  money  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
There  were  250  anglers  at  work,  and  only  thirty-two 
succeeded  in  securing  fish.  Then  the  heaviest  basket  was 
21b.  9oz.,  whilst  the  lowest  was  £oz.  Most  of  those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  grass  “ fish  ” were  stationed  on 
the  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  which  has  been  most  prolific 
this  year.  The  next  day  there  was  a change  in  the 
wind,  and  in  the  same  drain  a man  caught  4 stone  of 
fish.  The  change  was  but  momentary,  however.  There 
is  one  thing  with  regard  to  matches  that  I think  should 
be  looked  into.  No  matter  how  small  a fish  is,  it  is 
kept  in  the  hopes  of  swelling  the  grand  total,  and  the 
result  is  that  thousands  of  small  fry  are  destroyed 
annually,  instead  of  being  returned  to  the  water  to 
provide  good  sport  when  matured.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  in 
matches — I am  pleased  to  say  this  practice  is  not  6o 
general  apart  from  these  events — for  each  competitor  to 
have  a small  live  bait  can  to  put  his  small  fish  in.  These 
could  be  easily  woighed-in  and  returned  to  the  water. 
Little  extra  trouble  would  be  incurrod,  and  much  good 
would  bo  done  to  tho  rivers  and  drains. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  trout  fishing  season,  so  far  as  the  Severn  and 
its  tributaries  are  concerned,  ended  on  the  29th  ult., 
and  a more  unsatisfactory  one  has  not  beon  experienced 
for  many  years.  There  is  still  more  oauso  for  alarm, 
howover,  to  bo  found  in  a recent  report  from  Capt. 


Gifford,  superintendent  water  bailiff  to  the  Con- 
servancy Board,  who  characterises  the  salmon  fishing 
season  as  a bad  one.  This  is  due,  however,  not  only  to 
the  decrease  from  various  causes  in  the  numbers  of  fish, 
but  also  to  the  fact  that  the  flushes  which  we  are  wont 
to  expect  during  the  autumn  months  have  not  this  year 
taken  place,  and  the  run  of  fish  has  consequently  been 
an  exceptionally  poor  one.  Tho  question  as  to  the 
falling  off  in  the  supply  of  game  fish,  more  especially  in 
the  Upper  Severn,  is  one  which  must  occupy  the  serious 
attention  of  the  board  and  angling  associations  generally 
if  fishery  legislation  is  to  have  satisfactory  results. 
At  the  Market  Drayton  Sessions,  on  Thursday  last 
week,  Enoch  Duckers  was  charged  with  illegal  fishing 
on  Aug.  28.  George  Butter  said  ho  saw  the  defendant 
between  five  and  six  in  the  morning  fishing  in  the  river 
adjoining  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Twemlow.  He  did  not 
see  him  catch  anything.  Mr.  Twemlow,  who  retired 
during  the  hearing  of  this  case,  said  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  press  the  charge,  but  he  wanted  to  put  a stop  to  the 
nuisance,  as  Mr.  Wilson  and  himself  had  spent  a lot  of 
money  in  stocking  the  river  with  trout.  Fined  10s.  and 
costs. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  is  down  to  its 
ordinary  level  again,  and  has  cleared  nicely,  and  is  in 
capital  order  for  angling.  The  closing  of  the  trout 
season  induced  many  anglers  to  have  a last  go  at 
them  ; and  although  the  water  was  thick  at  the  end  of 
the  week  some  nice  baskets  were  taken.  The  best, 
perhaps,  was  4£  brace,  taken  by  Mr.  Gillham,  with  the 
minnow,  some  of  them  between  lib.  and  21b.  in  weight. 
He  also  took  nineteen  fine  dace  and  one  grayling,  with 
the  maggot.  His  catch  altogether  weighed  161b.  2oz. 
Messrs.  Davies  and  Hinton  also  had  a nice  catch  of 
seventeen  brace  of  trout  and  grayling,  some  of  them 
very  fine.  The  roach  are  off  the  feed  in  all  the  rivers, 
but  the  dace  are  going  well  at  the  maggot,  and  the  cold 
foggy  nights  have  improved  grayling  fishing  consider- 
ably ; they  are  taking  the  maggot  and  fly  well  now,  of 
the  latter  Silver  Twist,  Red  Palmer,  Light  Blue,  and 
Red  Tag  are  going  best.  The  North  Worcester  Club, 
on  Sept.  30,  competed  the  third  time  for  prizes  without 
taking  a 3oz.  fish  during  the  three  hoars’  contest.  They 
have  another  try  in  the  Severn  on  Oct.  7.  The  Wor- 
cester Working  Men’s  Angling  Club  had  their  special 
club  contest  on  the  same  date  at  Upton-on-Severn ; 
about  forty  competed,  the  ground  being  carefully  staked 
out  by  the  secretary  and  Mr.  Wingfield,  who  acted  as 
umpire. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  been  pretty  good  on  the  majority 
of  waters  in  the  line  of  trout  angling,  but  salmon  anglers 
have  had  but  poor  sport.  Several  prosecutions  have 
taken  place  recently  against  poachers,  and  exemplary 
fines  have  been  inflicted  in  nearly  all  the  cases.  The 
sea  angling  continues  good,  and  at  the  West  Cork 
stations  large  hampers  of  pollack  have  been  had  by 
hand-liners  using  the  red  rubber  eel. 

KERRY. — Sport  has  improved  considerably  on  all  the 
lakes,  but  on  the  rivers  it  has  been  backward  owing  to 
low  water  and  bright  sunshine.  On  Waterville  Like 
baskets  of  a dozen  large  trout  have  been  common,  and 
a few  salmon  have  aDo  been  taken  on  this  water.  At 
Killarney  sport  has  been  poor  generally  speaking,  but 
on  Lough  Guittane  some  very  good  baskets  of  average- 
sized brown  trout  were  had  by  a few  Dublin  gentlemen. 
The  Inny  has  fished  well  in  the  way  of  white  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches,  but  no  salmon  have  been  had. 


A Royal  Romance. — It  is  said  that  a certain  young  English 
princess  is  shortly  to  marry  a well  bom  but  poor  officer  in  the 
British  Army.  The  spirited  young  lady  declares  that  if  she  cannot 
give  her  liaod  where  she  has  given  her  heart,  she  will  not  marry 
at  all.  All  we  have  to  say  is,  May  good  luck  speed  the  wooing, 
and  may  no  considerations  of  State  mar  the  happiness  of  the 
young  couple.  If  they  are  to  be  perfectly  happy,  however,  they 
must  be  healthy,  and  to  insure  this  priceless  blessing,  let  them  lay 
in  a good  stock  of  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment — the  true 
friends  of  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  the  humble  and  the  nobly 
born. 


PRICE 


Ashford  s Clubs. 

^WlTH  SEWN  LEATHER  HanBLCS 
i Covered  with  Buffed  Cow  Hide, 


A practical  improvement 
to  a very  important 
part  of  the  Club. 


Carriage 
Paid  6d.  era 


The  finish  of  our 
Clubs  is  superior 
to  any  in  tho 
Market. 
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GENERAL  PRESERVATION  FUND. 

(First  List.) 


I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 

of  the 

following  donations 

£ 

8. 

(1. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Hoxton  Broth  or  a' 

Blaekfriars 

0 

10 

0 

Angling  Society 

1 

1 

0 

St,.  John’s  Wood 

0 

10 

0 

Waltonian 

1 

1 

0 

o 

10 

o 

South  London 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

o 

Good  Intent, 

1 

1 

0 

General  Gordon 

0 

10 

0 

Wostbourno  Park 

1 

1 

0 

Clapham  Juuction 

0 

5 

0 

Conservative 

0 

IS 

6 

Waggoners  

0 

5 

0 

Phcenix 

0 

11 

G 

Cobden 

0 

5 

0 

Izaak  Walton 

0 

10 

G 

Walthamstow 

0 

5 

0 

Greenwich 

0 

10 

G 

Globe 

0 

5 

0 

Grange 

0 

10 

G 

Park 

0 

5 

0 

Woolwich  Brothers  ... 

0 

10 

6 

Insurance  Piscatorials 

0 

4 

10 

White  Hart, 

0 

10 

6 

Hand-in- Hand 

0 

4 

0 

Western  Piscatorials.. 

0 

10 

6 

Central  Finsbury 

0 

2 

G 

o 

10 

0 

Westminster 

0 

10 

0 

£15 

17 

4 

United  Brothers 

0 

10 

0 

E.  GHURNEY, 

Sec. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A well  attended  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  last.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  occupied  the  chair, 
being  supported  by  Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove,  honorary 
counsel  to  the  association.  Minutes  were  duly  con- 
firmed, correspondence  read,  and  several  important 
matters  dealt  with,  but  at  present  considered  un- 
necessary to  report.  The  secretary  reported  the  various 
amounts  he  had  received  towards  the  Preservation  Fund, 
and  societies  are  urged  to  make  an  early  return  in  this 
matter.  A letter  from  Mr.  Abrahams  in  connection  with 
the  forthcoming  competition  at  Windsor  was  read  to  the 
meeting,  and  the  delegates  were  particularly  requested 
to  do  their  utmost  to  ensure  its  success  in  order  to 
support  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 
Two  newly-formed  clubs,  the  Firm  and  True  Angling 
Society,  with  headquarters  at  Walworth-road,  S.E.,  and 
he  Cosy  Angling  Club,  headquarters  in  Horseferry-road, 
Westminster,  after  their  rules,  &c.,  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  were  duly  enrolled.  Mr.  C.  Watling, 
visiting  officer,  reported  a very  successful  visit  to  the 
Royal  George,  where  twenty-three  clubs  were  well 
represented,  and  their  T.A.P.S.  collecting  box  was 
foundto  contain  12s.;  the  next  visit  going  to  the 
Seymour  Brothers,  Grafton  Arms,  Grafton-street, 
W.C  Reports  of  bailiffs  who  had  done  duty  at 
the  various  fisheries  were  given,  and  further  arrange- 
ments and  appointments  made.  Members  of  this 
Association  are  advised  on  no  account  to  sur- 
render their  tickets  to  any  person  or  bailiff,  but  if 
their  conduct  is  questioned  to  at  once  give  their  name, 
address,  and  number  of  ticket,  and  report  the  facts  at 
once  to  the  secretary.  The  privilege  tickets  are  the 
property  of  the  Association,  who  take  the  entire  respon- 
sibility of  dealing  with  them.  The  secretary  reported 
a large  increase  in  the  number  of  tickets  issued,  being 
many  hundreds  in  excess  of  last  year.  All  letters  to  be 
sent  to  the  secretary,  at  6,  Priter-road,  S.E. 


SOLWAY  FISHERY,  DUMFRIES. 

We  have  received  a reminder  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Armi- 
stead,  of  the  above  old-established  and  world-renowned 
fishery,  that  the  “ new  season’s  circulars  are  nowready,” 
also  that  many  of  his  fish  “ are  already  making  their 
‘ redds,’  and  the  stripping  process  will  commence  in 
earnest  next  week.” 

Many  of  our  readers  are  familiar  with  the  work  of 
his  celebrated  school  of  fish-culture  (established  over  a 
quarter  of  a century),  and  all  interested  in  the  burning 
question  of  fish  preservation  should  write  at  once  for  a 
copy  of  the  twenty-seventh  annual  circular,  from  which 
we  make  the  following  extract  1 — • 

“ It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I have  to  reoord  a 
great  advance  in  fish-culture  during  the  past  few  years. 
The  advantage  accruing  from  the  planting  of  ova  in 
artificial  beds  is  great,  and  the  system  seems  likely  to 
be  largely  adopted.  It  is  by  means  of  ova  that  the 
waters  of  New  Zealand  and  Australia  and  many 
other  countries  have  been  stocked  with  such  won- 
derful success ; that  we  have  introduced  American 
and  other  fish  to  this  country ; that  8almo  fario 
and  leyenensis  have  been  so  successfully  intro- 
duced into  the  waters  of  the  American  Continent ; 
that  the  west  coast  rivers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  stocked  with  shad  where  no  shad  previously 
existed,  and  where  they  are  now  so  plentiful  as  to  be 
sold  at  times  as  low  as  SJJcents  per  pound  ; that  the 
stock  of  fish  is  being  kept  up  in  the  great  American 
rivers ; that  our  declining  sea  fisheries  are  to  be 
restored ; and  that  our  lakes  and  rivers  are  to  be  im- 
proved at  less  cost  and  with  more  satisfaction  than  in 
any  other  way.  For  stocking  lakes  or  rivers,  ponds 
or  reservoirs,  artificial  ova  beds  are  by  far  the  most 
economical.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
supply  of  these  artificial  beds  for  the  purpose  of  plant- 
ing fully-eyed  ova,  and  to  prevent  delay  orders  for  them 
should  be  sent  in  at  once.  If  desired,  one  bed  can  be 
supplied  as  a pattern,  and  more  made  by  a local 
carpenter.  Those  made  at  the  Solway  Fishery  are 
all  about  the  same  size.  They  have  been  improved 
during  the  past  year,  and  are  capable  of  hatoh- 
ing  about  15,000  ova.  They  last  for  many  years  ; 
price,  22s.  6d.  each.  Length,  about  12ft.  Much 
valuable  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  Waters  have  been  inspected  and 
advice  given  as  to  their  improvement,  instructions  have 
been  given  for  the  building  of  hatcheries,  construction 
of  fishways,  ponds,  &e.  Several  cases  of  water  pollution, 
&c.,  have  been  dealt  with,  and  valuable  evidence  given 


in  various  courts  of  law  and  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Owing  to  the  very  large  oxporience  which  has  been 
gained  in  matters  connected  with  the  welfare  of  our 
fisheries,  I have  pleasure  in  offering  my  services  in  cases 
of  arbitration  or  of  legal  dispute  with  regard  to  water 
pollution,  construction  of  dams,  and  waterworks,  and 
any  other  cases  in  which  my  assistance  will  be  helpful. 
During  the  past  year  I have  only  declined  to  act  in  one 
case,  which  I could  not  conscientiously  support  with  my 
evidence,  and  I have  never  yet  in  any  court  been  on  the 
losing  side,  which  is  in  itself  a guarantee  of  the  value 
and  soundness  of  the  evidence  given.  Many  fishery 
questions  are  made  a special  study,  and  valuable  help 
can  in  many  cases  be  rendered  at  a comparatively 
trilling  cost.” 

It  is  now  a well-known  fact  that  water,  if  properly 
cultivated,  can  be  made  to  produce  abundantly.  Many 
waters  that  Mr.  Armistead  has  taken  in  hand  have  pros- 
pered almost  beyond  expectation,  and  he  tells  us  that 
where  his  instructions  are  properly  followed  there  is  not 
the  slightest  doubt  as  to  results.  He  has  made  little 
rivulets  and  mountain  streams,  which  in  their  natural 
state  were  useless,  to  produoe  large  quantities  of 
splendid  trout,  and  this  for  a trifling  outlay. 


THE  FISHERIES  SCHOOL  FOR 
CORNWALL. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  great  Fisheries  Exhibition 
did  not  result  in  a profit,  and  a profit  sufficiently  large 
to  form  a School  of  Fishery.  As,  however,  it  did  not  do 
so  the  situation  had  to  be  faced,  and  the  directors  of  the 
Royal  Cornwall  Polytechnic  Society  have  most  pluckily 
and  generously  come  forward  to  supply  the  lack.  When 
it  became  known  some  months  ago  that  the  County 
Council  intended  starting  a Fisheries  School  in  Cornwall, 
Falmouth  put  in  a claim  for  consideration  as  a suitable 
site,  and  the  Royal  Cornwall  Polytechnic  Society  sub- 
mitted proposals  to  the  Technical  Education  Fisheries 
Committee,  which  resulted  in  the  chairman  and  several 
members  of  the  Technical  Education  Committee  visiting 
Falmouth,  and  selecting,  from  two  or  three  sites  sug- 
gested by  the  Polytechnic  Society,  the  Bar  Pool  as  the 
most  suitable  for  oyster  or  other  fish  hatching. 

Towards  the  carrying  on  of  such  work  the  Technical 
Education  Committee  granted  conditionally  in  August 
last  ,£100  per  annum,  but  they  cannot  contribute  to- 
wards the  initial  cost  of  putting  Bar  Pool  in  working 
order.  The  Polytechnic  Society  are  endeavouring  to 
raise  the  necessary  sum  for  this  purpose,  and  have 
obtained  promises  as  per  list.  The  amount  asked,  viz., 
.£550,  is  a minimum  to  make  a fair  start,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  others  will  make  up  the  balance  still  wanting, 
otherwise  the  experiment  will  not  be  so  satisfactory  as 
as  it  should  be.  There  are  many  gentlemen  and  ladies 
in  the  county  who  are  interested  in  fishermen,  whose 
names  are  not  on  the  list. 

However  uncertain  for  practical  purposes  the  result 
may  be  when  undertaking  so  comparatively  new  a 
scheme  as  sea  fish  hatching,  a few  extracts  from  leading 
authorities  in  such  matters  will  show  that  the  project 
is  not  unreasonable. 

_ In  Norway,  Newfoundland,  Scotland,  &c.,  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  in  this  direction,  but 
England  at  present  does  not  possess,  we  believe,  a single 
sea  fish  hatchery  on  a large  practical  scale.  No  county 
should  bo  more  anxious  or  more  suitable  for  giving  the 
Bcheme  a fair  trial  than  Cornwall. 

Science  has  done  much  for  agriculture,  mining,  &c., 
but  our  fishermen  seem  to  have  been  almost  neglected. 
The  Polytechnic  Society  has  been  the  means  of  en- 
couraging and  bringing  into  practical  usefulness  many 
improvements  in  mining  machinery  and  appliances. 
To  help  the  fishing  industry  comes  equally  within  its 
province,  and  it  is  willing  to  do  what  it  can  towards  that 
end  under  the  guidance  of  the  County  Council  as 
regards  the  application  of  the  C.C.  grant. 

If  such  an  experiment  can  be  carried  to  a successful 
issue  here,  and  oysters  or  other  fish  increases,  there  are 
many  other  places  along  the  coast  where  similar 
hatcheries  could  be  established.— Cornwall  Gazette. 


CAPTURING  A HUMAN  FISH. 

A rather  novel  bit  of  sport,  which  proved  very 
attractive  and  amusing,  was  arranged  by  Mr.  William 
Hearder,  195,  Union-street,  Plymouth,  at  the  aquatic 
sports  in  connection  with  the  Life-boat  Saturday 
Demonstration  at  Plymouth,  on  Sept.  22. 

Dr.  William  Square,  who  is  an  expert  salmon  fisher- 
man, was  armed  with  a 9|ft.  East  India  cane  rod  and  a 
medium  salmon  lino,  terminated  with  a swivel  hook. 
He  was  seated  in  a punt  as  in  lake  fishing. 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Kitt,  one  of  our  crack  swimmers,  made 
a dive  for  the  swivel  hook  and  attached  it  to  a ring 
which  was  fastened  to  a harness,  which  passed  around 
the  body  and  over  the  shoulders. 

The  idea  was  to  see  if  he  could  break  the  line.  He 
did  his  best,  out  the  fisherman  reeled  him  up  once  or 
twice  pretty  close  to  the  boat,  then  with  a rush  he 
would  take  out  some  forty  or  fifty  yards  of  line,  but  the 
strain  of  the  rod  would  compel  him  to  turn. 

Once  he  got  foul  of  a mooring  buoy  and  it  was 
thought  that  he  would  break  away,  but  by  skilful 
management  of  the  punt,  Dr.  Square  got  him  well  in 
hand,  and  just  as  he  was  getting  him  close  to  the  boat 
he  made  a great  rush,  and  got  around  the  bow  of  a 
steamer,  but  he  was  quickly  followed  by  the  fisherman, 
and  after  twenty-five  minutes’  thorough  good  sport,  he 
was  brought  alongside  the  boat,  and  great  amusement 
was  created  as  the  dootor,  with  a shepherd’s  crook  stick, 
which  looked  very  much  like  a gaff,  hauled  tho  swimmer 
into  the  boat. 


Coraspottirme 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

LARGE  IRISH  AND  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  arguments  of  “ Pismuscator  ” in  last 
week’s  Gazette  are  ingenious,  but  figures  and  facts  are 
more  conclusive  than  fiction.  He  tries  to  persuade  your 
readers  “ that  nothing  can  be  more  erroneous  than  to 
suppose  pike  from  Lough  Conn  are  to  be  estimated 
according  to  statistics  obtained  from  English  pike,” 
and  that  the  Irish  pike  shown  on  the  night  of  Sept.  8, 
when  he  was  chairman  at  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
according  to  his  opinion,  “ and  the  fundamental  laws  of 
geometry  relating  to  perimeters,  rotundity,”  &e.,  &c., 
should  have  weighed  371b.  But  why  should  it?  Does 
he  want  us  to  believe  that  the  flesh  of  Lough  Conn  fish 
is  heavier,  and  more  dense  by  33  per  cent.,  than  that  of 
English  pike  ? 

I know  all  about  the  “ paunch-like  abdomen  ” of  the 
351b.  Rapley  Lake  fish,  inasmuch  as  I superintended  the 
construction  of  its  glass  cabinet,  and  arranged  the  cast 
of  that  pike  myself  for  the  Piscatorial  Society. 

I now  give  “ Pismuscator’s  ” own  measurements  of 
the  Conn  pike,  with  those  of  my  371b.  and  271b.  English 
ones — rare  thick  round  fish,  well  developed  all  over, 
right  down  to  the  “ wrist  ” (or  root  of  tail) ; the  smallest 
pike  of  271b.,  in  extreme  length  from  tip  of  nose  to  end 
of  tail,  measures  43in.  Your  readers  will  form  their 
own  conclusions  as  to  the  relative  weight  and  the  bona- 
fides  of  this  Irish  Lousdi  Conn  Dike. 


Length. 

Largest 

Girth. 

Dorsal 

Girth. 

“Wrist.” 

Weight. 

inches. 

inches. 

inches. 

inches. 

lb. 

English  Pike — 46! 

...  26  ... 

...  21  ... 

...  10!  .. 

37 

„ „ 43  ... 

Irish  ,,  45  ... 

...  23!  ... 

...  19!  ... 

...  10  .. 

....  27 

...  22 j ... 

...  20  ... 

...  10!  - 

....  37 

I killed  my  371b.,  361b.,  and  271b.  pike  on  salmon  gut, 
with  “ Jardine  ” snap-tackle  ; my  311b.  fish  on  gut 
paternoster  tackle,  and  each  of  them  was  played  and 
landed  within  half  an  hour.— I am,  yours,  &e., 

Alfred  Jardine. 


Sir,— No  doubt  other  anglers\  besides  myself  wonder 
why  that  Irish  pike  when  weighed  at  a railway  station 
was  accredited  as  37lb.,  when  in  reality  its  dimensions 
were  no  larger  than  those  of  a 271b.  pike. 

I was  once  present  at  a shooting  and  angling  “ outing  ” 
alongside  the  Biver  Nidd,  Yorkshire,  and  some  betting 
took  place  relative  to  the  weight  of  the  largest  pike 
captured,  the  losers  to  pay  for  a supper,  at  which  the 
fish  was  to  be  eaten  that  evening. 

The  pike  looked  a remarkably  stout  one  for  its  length, 
and  when  placed  in  the  scales  drew  down  151b.,  but  the 
cook  on  cleaning  it  found  tive  pounds  weight  of  shots 
inside. — I am,  yours,  &c.,  Yorkshireman. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  doubting  the  weight  of  a pike  recently 
caught  in  Lough  Conn,  Ireland.  The  following  facts 
may  be  of  interest. 

The  fish  was  caught  in  the  morning,  but  was  not 
weighed  until  late  at  night,  as  some  scales  had  to  be 
fetched. 

The  fish  was  weighed  before  the  proprietor  of  the 
hotel,  his  brother,  a gentleman  staying  there,  and 
myself.  It  turned  the  scale  well  over  371b. 

On  leaving  the  next  night  I had  the  fish  (in  a packing 
case)  put  on  the  scales  at  Ballina  station,  it  then 
weighed  471b.  and  some  odd  ounces.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Great  Queen-street  London,  who  had  the  fish  for  pre- 
serving, sends  me  word  that  the  weight  of  the  packing 
case  was  101b.  lOJoz. 

Taking  101b.  from  471b.  we  get  371b.,  and  as  the 
weighing  at  the  station  took  place  two  days  after  the 
fish  was  out  of  the  water,  when  first  caught  he  probably 
must  have  been  much  nearer  401b.  than  371b.,  and  this 
was  the  opinion  of  all  who  saw  the  fish.  The  head  of 
the  fish  was  very  small  for  the  size,  and  the  shoulders 
extremely  thick. 

The  Society  probably  did  not  weigh  it,  as  it  seems  to 
me  rather  a hopeless  way  of  getting  the  exact  weight  of 
a fish  caught  on  Saturday  morning  by  weighing  it  on 
Monday  evening. — Yours  faithfully, 

Hastings.  ___  J.  E.  Cockburn. 

Sir, — Except  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  sneering  at  me 
by  means  of  his  favourite  weapon  of  epistolary  attack, 
italics,  I do  not  understand  why  Mr.  Jardine  should 
have  dragged  my  name  into  this  matter.  The  uncom- 
promisingly militant  attitude  taken  up  by  Mr.  Jardine 
in  his  correspondence  to  the  papers  does  not  tempt  one  to 
join  issue  with  him,  since  there  is  but  little  hope  that  any 
discussion  can  be  conducted  (on  one  side  at  least)  on 
those  fraternal  lines  wb  ich  anglers  are  supposed  to  follow. 
The  position  which  Mr.  Jardine  takes  up  appears  to  be 
this.  He  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  at  various 
times  certain  large  pike  in  certain  private  pike  ponds, 
which  good  fortune  has  gained  him  a more  or  less  justified 
reputation  as  champion  pike  angler.  This  reputation 
Mr.  Jardine  guards  with  such  jealousy  that  no  other 
angler  is  to  be  allowed  the  credit  of  catching  a big  pike, 
unless  ho  be  a friend  of  Mr.  Jardine’s  and  fishing  with 
him.  Then  it  appears  to  be  all  right ; but  to  catch  a 
large  pike  under  any  other  conditions  is  to  court  Mr. 
Jardine’s  invective,  the  same  fate  awaiting  anyone  who 
is  in  any  way  mixod  up  with  the  audacious  performance 
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Boing  in  the  oliair  whon  Mr.  Cockburn’s  large  piko  was 
exhibited  to  tho  Piscatorial  Sooiety.  I naturally  thought 
that  a few  particulars  concerning  tho  same  would  bo  of 
interest  to  tho  angling  world,  and  wrote  a paragraph  in 
which  I ventured  to  express  tho  opinion  that  a bag 
of  fine  pike,  containing  fish  of  371b. , 221b.,  and  201b., 
was  a rocord  ono  for  an  angler.  This  remark  has 
roused  the  ire  of  Mr.  Jardine.  who  secs  in  it 
a oovert  attack  upon  his  reputation  as  piko  fishing 
champion.  Hut  he  produces  nothing  that  refutes  my 
statement.  Whether  Mr.  Jardine  has  caught  more  big 
piko  in  a day  than  any  other  angler  concerns  mo  very 
littlo.  for  tho  simpio  roason  that  I see  nothing  in  tho  feat 
if  ho  has  done  so.  His  success  simply  means  that  he 
has  devotod  a great  deal  of  time  and  monoy  and  perse- 
verance in  obtaining  orders  to  fish  privato  ponds,  in 
which  tho  fish  are  (so  to  Bpeak)  jostling  one  another.  As 
Mr.  Jardine  takes  such  pains  to  show,  anybody  can  do 
it.  In  tho  very  pond  in  which  he  caught  his  biggest 
fish,  in  which  I myself  havo  caught  more  than  twenty 
piko  in  a few  hours,  a littlo  boy  homo  for  the  holidays 
caught  a fish  of  27Jlb. 

In  giving  tho  weights  and  measurements  of  his  big 
piko.  Mr.  Jardine  attempts  to  set  up  a standard  by 
which  all  other  piko  are  to  bo  judged.  Let  us  therefore 
inquire  into  this  standard  before  we  accept  it  as  infalli- 
ble. Tho  two  largest  pike  w ere  “ authenticated  ” at 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  the  entries  in  the  book  being  in 
Mr.  Jardine’s  handwi-iting.  The  371b.  fish,  caught  in 
1879,  weighed  34jlb.  (a  difference  of  2£lb.),  and  the  301b. 
fish  caught  in  1877,  351b.  (a  difference  of  lib.)  The 
account  of  these  fish  given  in  Buckland’s  “ Natural 
History  of  British  Fishes  ” leads  one  to  suppose  that 
they  were  weighed  without  loss  of  time,  the  37-pounder 
“ after  having  been  out  of  the  water  twelve  hours,” 
whilst  the  other  was  “ brought  up  on  the  top  of  a four- 
wheeled  cab  ” — as  if  it  had  been  caught  in  the  Serpentine, 
Hyde  Park.  But  I believe  it  is  claimed  that  the 
fish  had  been  caught  as  long  as  two  or  three 
days  before  being  “ authenticated,”  in  which  case 
they  would  of  course  lose  a great  deal.  Where  they 
were  weighed  immediately  after  capture,  or  whether 
they  were  so  weighed  at  all,  I do  not  remember,  if  I 
ever  heard.  What  I wish  to  point  out  is,  that  one  fish 
is  supposed  to  lose  2 jib.,  and  the  other  lib.  only. 
Another  item  which  somewhat  interferes  with  the 
blind  acceptance  of  Mr.  Jardine’s  weights  and  measure- 
ments is  the  fact  that  the  3(ilb.  fish  contained  fifteen 
fish  in  a state  of  partial  digestion.  I am  not  suggesting 
that  a fish  should  first  have  the  contents  of  its  stomach 
removed  before  being  weighed — we  must  of  course  take 
our  chance  about  that — hut  when  one  is  setting  up 
standards  one  must  be  particular.  Those  fifteen  fish 
must  have  weighed  at  least  21b.,  and  had  Mr.  Jardine 
captured  the  fish  before  that  hearty  meal  had  been 
taken,  the  fish  must  have  weighed  considerably  less. 
Under  such  conditions  there  can  be  no  setting  up  of 
standards. 

With  regard  to  the  Lough  Conn  pike,  Mr.  Jardine  and 
myself  are  on  a different  footing — I saw  the  fish  and  he 
did  not.  I judge  from  his  contemptuous  tone  that  he 
considers  us,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  such  complete 
fools  that  we  cannot  tell  a 271b.  from  a 371b.  pike, 
whilst  he  is  so  clever  that  he  can  judge  better  of  a pike 
that  he  never  saw  than  can  other  people  who  had  it 
before  them  for  a couple  of  hours  or  so.  He  is  enabled 
to  do  this  by  means  of  his  measurements,  although 
these  are  so  incomplete  as  to  give  extreme  length 
and  girth  only ; as  if  these  were  the  sole  conditions 
which  produced  heavy  fish.  I seem  to  possess  more 
complete  measurements  of  one,  at  least,  of  Mr.  Jardine’s 
pike  than  he  publishes.  His  1877  fish  measured  4t3in.  in 
extreme  length  (query,  measured  over  the  curve  of  the 
body),  the  length  of  the  head  being  13Jin.  The  length 
of  the  Lough  Conn  pike  (dead  level  measurement,  not 
over  curve  of  body — this  meaning  a difference  of  lin.)  is 
45in.  ; length  of  head  ll^in.  Now  mark  the  difference 
the  length  of  head  makes,  for  when  we  deduct  13Jin. 
from  Mr.  Jardine’s  pike,  we  have  32Jin.  remaining  for 
length  of  body,  whereas,  when  wo  deduct  ll^in.  from 
the  Lough  Codh  pike  we  have  33Jin.  remaining.  Thus, 
the  Longh  Conn  pike,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Jardine, 
cannot  possibly  weigh  more  than  271b.,  actually  has  an 
inch  more  length  of  body  than  a 301b.  fish  of  his  own. 

I am  afraid  that  Mr.  Jardine  is  not  open  to  conviction, 
but  I am  cherishing  a hope  that  these  few  remarks  will 
be  read  by  others  who  are  less  biased  in  the  matter  of 
large  pike.  I pass  over  his  eccpntric  objection  (made  in 
italics,  of  course)  to  the  fact  that  the  Lough  Conn  pike 
was  weighed  at  a railway  station  (where  could  it  have 
been  better  weighed  ?),  to  recount  two  instances  of  large 
pike  that  have  been  remarkable  for  their  shortness. 
One  is  described  by  Buckland  as  having  been  caught  by 
Mr-  Payne,  cf  Avon  Tyrrell,  Hants,  which  was  “a 
peculiarly  short  pike.  . . . which  weighed  321b.” 

Another  still  more  notable  specimen,  which  will  no 
doubt  be  new  to  Mr.  Jardine,  is  described  by  the  late 
H-  W.  Wheelwright  (the  ‘‘Old  Bushman”),  an  unim- 
peachable authority.  It  was  caught  by  him  on  a trimmer 
in  Sweden,  and  of  it  he  says  : “ I never  saw  such  a 
monster  of  a pike  ; he  was  not  so  very  long,  but  so  broad 
in  the  back.  . . . He  was  as  fat  as  butter,  just 

weighed  391b.  (Swedish),  which  would  be  about  381b. 
English.”  “Broad  in  the  back  ” and  “ fat  as  butter  ” 
exactly  describes  the  Lough  Conn  pike. — Yours. 

East  Molosey.  E.  T.  Sachs. 

THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Sib, — I think  I ought  to  reply  to  tho  Utter  from  “A 
Member  of  tho  Epsom  Angling  Society,”  because  it  is 
somewhat  personal  and  very  misleading.  My  reports 
are  nearly  all  from  special  correspondents,  in  whom  I 
have  every  reliance,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Staines, 


Chortsay,  Shopperton,  Woybridge,  Walton,  Hampton 
Court,  and  Teddington.  The  river  keeper  collects  the 
Sunbury  report  when  he  is  thore  on  duty,  and  they  are 
given  to  him  by  Mr.  Clarke  and  Messrs.  T.  and  A. 
Stroud,  who  are  old  friendH  of  mine,  and  all  subscribers  to 
tho  T.A.P.S.  Living  at  Hampton  Wick,  he  is  respon- 
sible for  the  reports  from  Kingston,  and  should  know  if 
they  are  correct,  and  on  his  visits  to  Twickenham  tho 
reportsaro  given  tohimthoro.  Tho  workof  the  river  keeper 
is  to  be  always  on  tho  move  in  every  portion  of  the  river, 
and  in  our  head  river  keeper,  Mr.  W.  Douglas,  we  have  an 
active  and  zealous  servant.  As  regards  tho  reports  of 
my  special  correspondents,  the  names  of  tho  anglers  are 
invariably  given.  I have  tested  from  the  anglers  them- 
selves (whose  names  are  published),  and  on  each  occasion 
accurately  confirmed.  I have  a number  of  anglers  in  the 
tideway  and  elsewhere  who  are  constantly  sending  me 
their  results,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Davenport,  of  Twick- 
enham, of  a take  of  over  sixteen  dozen  of  fish,  who 
employed  John  Spong  as  his  attendant,  and  in  the  return 
of  Spong  his  report  was  considerably  under  the  mark. 
In  reference  to  the  returns  of  Mr.  Bolt  (which  have  been 
in  dispute),  the  head  river  keepor  assures  me  ho  has  seen 
the  fish.  I have  for  some  time  been  anxious  about  the 
accuracy  of  the  reports,  and  have  been  at  considerable 
pains  to  get  them  correctly.  If  the  anglers  would  send 
mo  a report  of  what  they  have  done,  I should  be 
delighted  to  receive  them.  At  present  I feel  it  is  Sun- 
bury, Kingston,  and  Twickenham  that  have  been  under 
the  cloud,  but  as  regards  the  first,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bolt 
would  give  the  silver  lining.  I donot  think  many  of  the 
reports  given  of  a week’s  fishing  would,  if  divided  into 
the  days,  give  proof  of  very  much  sport.  I 
hope  the  “ Member  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,” 
which  is  a very  good  club  and  supports  the  work  of 
Thames  Preservation,  will  be  assured  of  the  fact  that 
I am  not  engaging  the  time  of  the  river  keepers  to 
enable  me  to  obtain  reports,  and  even  if  I did,  it  would 
be  keeping  them  on  the  move  in  the  right  direction,  and 
I should  be  satisfied  they  were  there.  I am  as  anxious 
as  anyone  to  give  correct  returns,  and  if  I could  only 
get  the  anglers,  as  many  of  them  already  do,  to  assist 
me  in  that  direction,  there  would  be  more  confidence  in 
the  statements.  I am  going  away  this  week  for  a fort- 
night’s rest  in  the  country,  but  I have  arranged  with 
my  numerous  correspondents  to  send  me  their  reports 
to  the  addresses  I have  given.  I cannot  expect  much 
longer  to  remain  in  the  work.  I have  had  now  nearly 
forty  years  of  it,  and  have  worked  hard  in  the  interests 
and  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  anglers. — Yours 
truly,  W.  H.  Brougham. 

Oct.  1,  1894.  


Dear  Sir, — I notice  a letter  from  a member  of  the 
Epsom  Angling  Society  on  this  subject. 

I cannot  see  that  it  is  unfair  for  the  T.A.P.S.  keepers 
to  send  reports  to  Mr.  Brougham,  or  that  they  neglect 
their  work  in  so  doing  ; what  I should  like  to  know  is  that 
in  each  case  they  have  seen  the  fish,  and  have  not  merely 
accepted  a report.  I am  speaking  of  keepers,  not 
professional  anglers  (who  have  been  appointed  assistant 
keepers,  their  duty  is  to  stop  trailing  and  other 
malpractices. 

The  T.A.P.S.  keepers  are  the  men,  of  all  others,  who 
should  actually  see,  and,  when  requisite,  weigh  any  fish 
and  report  accordingly  to  Mr.  Brougham.  The  Thames 
would  soon  be  in  a shocking  state  as  regards  angling  if 
it  were  not  for  the  T.A  P.S.  ; netting,  snatching,  and 
poaching  of  all  sorts  would  immediately  prevail.  Now, 
keepers  cannot  be  in  several  places  at  once ; a trust- 
worthy and  disinterested  man,  who  resides  on  the  spot, 
and  who  has  no  temptation  to  make  exaggerated  reports, 
should  be  appointed  at  each  angling  station  under  the 
control  of  the  T.A.P.S.  This  man  should  be  provided 
with  scales  and  a book  to  register  all  catches  ; he  should 
be  paid  a small  regular  fee  by  the  T.A.P.S.  for  his 
trouble,  and  any  very  notable  fish  should  be  attested  by 
witnesses.  When  a keeper  is  on  the  spot,  let  him  weigh- 
in  at  this  registration  office  and  report;  in  his  absence 
the  resident  would  be  at  hand  to  do  so. 

Who  can  enable  the  T.A.P.S.  to  do  this?  Why,  the 
angling  public!  It  is  their  duty  to  assist  the  T.A.P.S. 
in  the  matter  by  increased  subscriptions.  What  a boon 
this  registration  would  be  to  all  parties  concerned ! 
I speak  for  myself  as  well  as  others,  and  will  gladly 
double  my  small  contribution  if  this  scheme  can  be 
carried  out  Of  course,  under  this  system  no  reports 
should  be  accepted  unless  certified  as  above  mentioned. 

I earnestly  ask  regular  Thames  anglers  and  profes- 
sionals to  write  to  the  F O.,  commenting  fairly  on  this, 
with  suggestions  of  any  improvement  or  alteration, 
giving  their  names  and  addresses  for  publication. 

I cannot  but  think  the  T.A.P.S.  would  entertain  a 
scheme  of  this  description  ; it  would  settle  the  burning 
question  of  Thames  reports  for  ever,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  provide  a most  valuable  system  for  reference. — 
Faithfully  yours,  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 

Wey  bridge. 

BULL  VERSUS  SEA  TROUT. 

Sir, — Although  I can  give  a shrewd  guess,  I confess 
that  I am  ignorant  of  the  scientific  (i.e.,  accurate)  details 
by  which  one  may  with  certainty  decide  which  is  Salmo 
trutta  and  which  Salmo  erio, r— nor  do  I stand  alone 
amongst  practical  fishermen.  It  would,  therefore,  be  a 
very  groat  boon  to  us  all  if  somo  man  of  science  would 
once  and  for  all  time  tell  us  wherein  ihe  differences  lay. 

As  a fisherman  of  soma  experience  I may  be  allowed  to 
express  my  ignorance  with  humbleness. 

Here  is  the  kind  of  question  and  answer  one  may 
expect  from  ordinary  practical  fishermen  about  the 
Border : 


Q. — Do  yon  know  a bull  trout  from  a sea  trout  (Salmo 

tru  tta)  ? 

A. — Ou,  aye.  I ken  by  the  shape  o’  him. 

(J.— But  what  is  peculiar  about  his  shape  ? 

A. — Hoots,  man!  What’s  pecooliar  about  your  ain 
shape  ? Then  I ken  by  his  heed. 

Q. — Come,  now,  describe  his  head  to  me. 

A. — It’s  a kin’  o’  muckle  kin’  o'  hoed,  wi’  a kin’  o’ 
shape  o’  its  ain.  Oh,  man  ! it’s  easy  to  ken  a bull  troot’s 
heed ! 

(J. — But  the  female  has  a small  head,  and  the  male  a 
large  one  ? 

A. — Ou,  aye.  But  I ken  them  fine  fora’  that.  And 
then  they  are  greyer  in  the  colour,  ye  ken— a kenspeokle 
kin’  o’  grey. 

Q. — Come,  now  ! I have  caught  them  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Tweed  almost  as  black  as  my  boot  from 
lying  long  in  a pool,  and  yet  before  spawning  time  ; what 
about  your  grey  colour  then  ? 

A. — Ou,  ye  ken,  I ju3t  wad  look  at  the  heed  o’  him  — 
in  that  case. 

(J. — But  can’t  you  be  more  definite.  Wherein  lies  the 
difference  in  the  shape  of  the  body,  of  the  head,  the  tail, 
the  position  and  formation  of  the  fins,  the  scales,  and, 
perhaps,  the  teeth  of  the  two  fishes.  Answer  me  ! 

A. — Hae  ye  nae  mair  quaistions  to  pit  at  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  braith  ? Man,  you’re  just  haverin  ! 
I tell  ye  I can  ken  a bull  troot  in  a moment  fra  ane  o’ 
they  sea  troot  beasties  ; an’  gin  ye  daur  to  say  I canna  ? 
Tak  your  coat  aff,  an’  we  will  sune  see  wha’s  in  the  richt. 
Oh,  ye’ll  no  fecht,  will  ye  no  ? Then  dinna  bather  me  wi’ 
your  silly  quaistions,  an’  gudeday  an’  mair  sense, to  ye. 

It  will  be  allowed  that  he  who  will  take  up  these 
practical  points  seriatim,  and  will  answer  them,  will 
benefit  a large  body  of  anglers,  and  not  least  of  all  your 
old  correspondent,  and  yours  very  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


“BUTTS.” 

Sir, — Mr.  Parker,  in  his  interesting  address  on  “ Sea 
Fishing  at  Lowestoft,”  mentions  having  been  puzzled 
by  the  “ mysterious  name  of  hat."  This  should  be  butt. 

I do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Parker  is  a German  scholar  ; 
if  so,  he  will  have  no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  word  to 
that  language,  in  which  butte  is  a favourite  name  for 
flat  fish. 

Thus  flounder  is  sandbiitte,  turbot  is  steinbiltte,  and 
our  halibut  is  almost  an  accurate  rendering  of  heilig- 
butte  (heilig  = holy). 

Such  instances  of  German,  Dutch,  and  Scandinavian 
words  interspersed  with  our  own  vocabulary  are 
naturally  most  frequent  on  the  east  coast.— Yours  truly, 
F.  G.  Aflalo. 


FLIGHTY  FISH. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  the  number  of  September  1 
I observed,  amongst  an  amusing  variety  of  whims  and 
oddities  collected  by  your  lively  correspondent  “ Drag- 
net,” an  account  of  a barbel  that  jumped  on  a young 
lady  in  a boat,  and  doubtless  found  lap-land  a warmer 
place  than  it  is  commonly  reported.  The  only  defence  I 
can  suggest  for  the  fish’s  misconduct  in  “ striking  a 
lady  ” is,  that  while  incautiously  swimming  too  near  the 
surface  he  may  have  seen  her  and  been  “ very  much 
struck  by  her."  But  this  needs  confirmation,  and  I give 
up  the  barbel  as  a barbed  barbarian.  His  proceed- 
ing, however,  calls  to  my  mind  various  sallies  of  fish 
into  the  fields  of  air,  two  of  which  occurred  close  to  the 
well-known  Anglers’  Inn  at  Marlow,  one  above  and  one 
below  the  weir.  The  first  was  the  thoughtless  excur- 
sion of  a trout — a five-pounder — that  was  surely 
old  enough  to  have  known  better.  He  leapt  into  a 
wherry  moored  against  the  garden  front.  Some  purists 
in  Thames  angling  held  that  he  ought  to  have  been 
restored  to  the  river,  to  take  his  chance  of  being  duly 
extracted  secundum  artem  ; but  the  occupant  of  the 
wherry,  who  saw  little  chance  of  a second  encounter 
with  so  erratic  a fish,  thought  it  best  to  secure  his 
company  at  dinner,  and  I will  not  contend  that  he  was 
wrong!  The  second  occurred  in  Tom  Rosewell’s  punt, 
anchored  against  the  piles,  in  the  well  of  which  a 201b. 
pike  was  imprisoned.  The  captor,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  a 
genial  and  active  member  of  our  angling  association 
(then  in  its  early  maturity),  had  his  fish  there  on  view, 
and  had  just  uncovered  the  well  to  show  its  goodly 
dimensions  to  a brother  angler,  when  Jacko  made  a 
spring  clean  through  the  opening,  over  the  gunwale  of 
the  boat,  and  into  the  friendly  bosom  of  Father  Thames. 
The  performance  was  certainly  a curious  one  ; taking  into 
account  the  length  of  the  fish,  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  he 
must  have  folded  his  broad  tail  back  in  an  angle  of  the 
well  and  so  gotten  impetus  for  his  leap  and  room  for  his 
exit.  At  all  events,  the  movement  was  a cramped  one, 
and  he  made  it  with  perfect  success,  to  his  oaptor’s 
great  surprise  and  regret.  Something  similar  befel 
myself  without  any  incautious  risk  on  my  own  part.  I 
was  fishing  a well-known  tarn,  and  just  had  the  pleasure 
of  taking  a noble  trout,  which  the  keeper  who  landed 
him  hailed  as  a good  three-pounder.  The  net  lay  across 
W.’s  knees  ; the  fish  was  in  his  grasp,  and  ho  was  pro- 
ceeding to  extract  the  fly.  “Stop!  stop!  W.”  I cried, 
“ knock  him  on  the  head  ” (N.B.--the  punt  had  no  well) 
“before  you  take  the  fly  out ! ” But  a keeper  who  knows 
his  business — and  certainly  W.  knew  his — is  rarely 
patient  of  interference.  The  fly  was  taken  out, 
and  in  the  next  moment  the  liberated  fish, 
getting  his  purchase  for  a sudden  spring,  I know 
not  how  nor  whore,  had  followod  suit  by  taking 
himself  out  of  the  boat.  I bad  two  other  fish  that 
afternoon,  eaoh  abovo  ‘21b.,  but  I cannot  say  that  I was 
reconciled  to  my  loss,  which  I record  infanduM  renovans 
dolorem,  for  the  sake  of  a moral  most  important  to  the 
fly-fisher,  “ Never  throw  a ohanoe  away.”  I havo  nob 
since  been  so  bafllod  by  any  “ fugitivo  fish.”  But  in  my 
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Australian  experiences  they  figured  very  largely,  though 
neither  the  sea  fish  of  the  coast,  nor  the  ordinary  river 
fish,  which  are  chiefly  percoid,  are  of  flighty  habits.  It 
is  to  one  species  of  fish — the  mullet — which  ascends  the 
rivors  a little  beyond  the  tidal  limit,  that  I must  refer 
the  many  aerial  displays  I have  witnessed.  On  one 
occasion,  when  with  two  legal  friends  and  an  attendant 
policeman  I was  making  a night  voyage  down  the 
Manning  river  to  save  a day  on  my  circuit,  I 
met  a grand  shoal  of  these  fish  moving  up  the 
stream.  We  were  rowing  fast  with  a strong  current, 
and  dashed  suddenly  among  them  in  a rather 
shallow  reach.  I shall  never  forget  the  half-seen 
flash  of  thousands  of  the  alarmed  mullet  as  they 
leapt  away,  clearing  our  course  to  right  and  left,  or  the 
roar,  which  I can  only  compare  to  the  sound  of  a great 
waterfall,  made  by  their  hurried  < fforts  to  escape.  Yet 
their  numbers  on  that  occasion  must  have  been  a mere 
nothing  compared  with  those  of  the  finny  host  which  would 
throng  the  Clarence  river  for  many  miles  up  its  course. 
It  is  a very  rare  thing  in  rowing,  even  on  the  best  stocked 
English  waters,  to  feel  the  oar  strike  against  a fish,  but 
it  is  a simple  fact  that  off  Grafton,  more  than  sixty 
miles  up  that  river,  where  its  width,  as  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me,  is  fully  1000  yards,  I have  found  my 
wrist  jarred  unpleasantly  often,  as  my  oar-blade  “col- 
lided” with  a mullet  in  the  spacious  channel.  The 
native  blacks  used  to  take  multitudes  of  these  fish  in 
the  shallow  bays  of  the  estuary  by  a simple  but  effective 
process.  Half  amphibious  themselves,  they  formed  a 
semi-circle  outside  a goodly  shoal  of  mullet  and  then 
advanced  shoreward  in  line,  kicking  and  splashing,  with 
yells  which  were  painfully  rasping  to  human  ears,  what- 
ever may  have  been  their  effect  on  the  fish.  In  this  aggres- 
sive advance  they  literally  ran  the  mullet  on  shore.  There 
were  also  a few  Chinamen  on  the  Clarence,  who  availed 
themselves  largely  of  this  natural  supply,  setting  a high 
value  on  the  fish  when  dried,  if  I might  judge  by  the 
odour  of  their  stores.  But,  strange  to  say,  though  these 
scaly  visitors  thronged  the  river  in  millions,  and  were 
good  wholesome  diet,  closely  resembling  the  grey  mullet 
of  our  own  shores,  I never  knew  them  netted  by  the 
colonial  residents,  whose  chief  desire  was  for  beef,  not 
always  purchased  from  the  cattle-owner.  Frequently, 
however,  some  of  the  Grafton  folks  would  go  out  in 
a boat  at  nightfall,  carrying  a lanthorn  muffled  with  a 
red  silk  handkerchief  so  as  to  produce  a red  light.  This 
was  sure  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  mullet,  one  of 
which  would  from  time  to  time  leap  into  the  boat.  On 
one  occasion  I resolved  to  try  netting,  and,  after  much 
inquiry,  succeeded  in  borrowing  a plain  oblong  net 
without  tuck  or  fold,  thirty  or  forty  yards  long  and 
about  four  in  depth,  lightly  leaded  below,  and  with  a 
mesh  fairly  suited  to  my  purpose.  This  mere  wall 
of  netting  we  fastened  across  a tributary  stream — 
in  colonial  phrase  “ a creek  ’’—close  to  its  junction 
with  the  Clarence.  The  fish  instantly  began  to  mesh 
themselves,  running  their  silly  heads  in  beyond  the 
gills,  and  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  hand  ourselves  to 
and  fro  by  the  head-line,  taking  them  out  as  they  struck. 
A quarter  of  an  hour  gave  me  all  I wanted . They  were  all 
very  much  of  a size,  running  mostly  from  ljlb.  to  l^lb. 
Oddly  enough,  the  only  fish  above  2lb.  which  we  bagged 
jumped  into  my  daughter’s  lap  as  we  rowed  home  ! 
These  mullet  were  almost  the  only  “ flighty  fish  ” I met 
with  in  Australia.  There  were,  however,  on  the  coast 
some  sea  fish,  misnamed  salmon,  which,  when  hooked, 
would  make  two  or  three  vigorous  leaps,  in  compliment 
perhaps  to  their  distinguished  Northern  namesakes. 
Only  one  other  example  I remember,  set  by  a very  large 
Jew  fish,  who  had  the  luck  or  the  craft  to  spring  back 
into  the  water  after  inflicting  a severe  bruise  on  the 
boatman  whose  ribs  he  struck.  There  was  an  island 
some  forty  miles,  if  I remember,  up  the  estuary  of  the 
Clarence  round  which  during  flood  tide  the  rising  waters 
would  course  and  meet  with  great  violence,  carrying 
with  them  many  large  fish  of  prey.  In  this  boiling 
eddy  the  fish  in  question  contrived  to  strike  his  man  a 
blow  which  he  felt  for  weeks.  But  I could  not  learn 
whether  be  was  in  pursuit  of  a bait  or  took  his  leap 
from  the  crest  of  a wave  on  a mere  impulse  of  excite- 
ment.— I am,  yours  faithfully,  H.  R.  Francis. 

“SOMETHING  LIKE  A FISH.” 

Sir, — Tour  correspondent,  Mr.  Eugene  McCarthy, 
writing  under  the  above  heading  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Sept.  22,  mentions  that  a certain  Mr.  Gedney,  in  an 
article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  July  28,  was  very  severe 
on  the  Automatic  reel  and  its  capabilities.  Now,  as  I 
happen  to  know  Mr.  G.  has  for  many  months  exclusively 
used  this  reel,  it  would  be  interesting,  and  no  doubt 
instructive,  to  hear  his  oonfessions. — I am,  yours,  &c., 
M.  C.  Capes. 


POACHING  ON  LOUGH  NEAGH. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  sure  all  lovers  of  angling  will  hear 
with  regret  of  the  recent  poaching  carried  on  in  Lough 
Neagh,  co.  Antrim.  They  will  also  rejoice  at  the  clever 
capture  by  the  Antrim  police. 

The  nnmber  of  trout  taken  was  106,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  31b.  in  weight,  and  were  sent  to  the  railway 
station  en  route  for  England,  along  with  three  boxes  of 
pollan,  but  were  there  detected.  This  sort  of  thing,  if 
not  watched  more  closely,  will  soon  tend  to  make 
angling  not  worth  the  trouble  and  expense.  I may  state 
that  the  fish  in  question  were  sent  to  the  workhouse. 
This  is  the  only  gratifying  result  of  the  business. — 
Faithfully  yours,  ___  Black-Gnat. 

Salford. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CONTEST  ON  THE  AVON. 

Sir, — In  a late  iesue  of  yours  appeared  a report  of  the 
annual  match  of  the  Birmingham  District  Angling 
Association,  and  prominence  is  givou  to  tbo  fact  “ that 


a steam  launch  having  persistently  pissed  up  and  down 
in  front  of  the  contestants,  rendering  successful  roach 
fishing  impossible.” 

As  the  reputed  owner  of  the  boat,  I shall  be  glad  if 
you  will  grant  me  space  for  an  explanation  as  to  my 
action  on  that  particular  day,  and  should  have  sent  it 
earlier,  but  from  mv  having  vainly  waited  for  some 
statement  which  the  President  of  the  Birmingham  clubs 
said  he  would  bring  forward  through  the  press. 

When  some  twelve  years  ago  the  members  of  the 
Cheltenham  Club  first  became  tenants  of  the  fishery 
rights  of  this  part  of  the  River  Avon,  they  were  well 
aware  that  the  river  was  practically  devoid  for  angling 
purposes  of  reasonably  sized  fish  ; it  being,  in  fact,  the 
happy  hunting  ground  for  the  poaching  fraternity  from 
Tewkesbury  and  neighbouring  villages,  who  held  high 
jinks,  and  with  driggle,  casting,  and  other  nets  raked 
out  with  but  little  interference  large  and  small  fish 
alike.  The  members  of  our  club,  believing  in  the  river 
being  used  for  better  purposes,  worked  with  a will  to 
improve  this  state  of  things,  and  to  check  such  mal- 
practices. Since  then  they  have  been  unsparing  of  their 
time,  solicitude,  and  money  in  every  way,  fostering  the 
motto  of  their  club,  and  encouraging  th9  spirit  of  honest 
angling  ; and  while  paying  the  rent  of  a long  stretch  of 
the  river,  retained  only  a portion  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  their  members,  allowing  visitors  from  Birmingham 
and  elsewhere  to  freely  fish  a large  portion  of  the  best 
water  without  payment  or  interference.  This  liberal 
tolerance  has  been  wretchedly  requited,  especially 
by  a section  of  the  management  of  the  Birming- 
ham clubs,  who  instead  of  using  their  influence 
to  induce  their  members  to  be  true  anglers,  and 
respect  the  rights  of  others,  appear  to  have 
done  their  best  to  encourage  their  members  to  make 
regular  raids  upon  the  special  preserves  of  our  club, 
and  this,  too,  knowing  we  were  tenants  of  the  water, 
and  not  even  asking  the  club’s  permission.  I can  readily 
understand  individual  anglers,  ignorant  of  the  boundary, 
inadvertently  fishing  prohibited  waters  ; but  when  the 
executive  of  a large  number  of  clubs  will  decide  in  com- 
mittee to  have  their  hundreds  swoop  down  upon  another 
club’s  water,  small  wonder,  therefore,  that  this  host  met 
with  reprisals,  and  that  to  a considerable  number  their 
chance  of  winning  a prize,  or  having  a quiet  try,  was 
completely  frustrated  by  the  action  of  the  steam  launch. 
Our  club  had  a number  of  remedies  in  their  hands,  in- 
cluding that  of  stopping  the  entire  competition,  but  it 
was  thought  employment  of  extreme  measures  would  be 
punishing  too  large  a number  of  men  who  had  been 
misled  by  a portion  of  their  leaders.  The  men  should 
blame  their  leaders,  and  not  us,  especially  when  it  is 
remembered  that  when  two  years  ago  they  applied  to  us 
for  leave  to  fish  the  Twyning  water  our  club  readily 
gave  its  consent,  and  why  the  same  officials  could  not 
have  acted  with  equal  courtesy  this  time  is  a little 
puzzling. 

Anglers  have  been  looked  upon  as  self-respecting  men, 
because  of  their  rigid  regard  for  the  rights  of  others, 
but  the  action  of  the  Birmingham  clubs  will  tend  to 
upset  that  idea,  and  if  persisted  in  must  have  a 
disastrous  effect  upon  the  future  welfare  of  anglers  in 
general. 

To  sum  up,  my  charge  is  that  the  Birmingham  olubs 
made  an  organised  raid  with  a view  to  depreciate  the 
fishing  rights  of  the  landlords,  and  to  rob  the  tenants  of 
the  fruits  of  their  industry,  conduct  which,  I venture  to 
say,  may  fully  accord  with  the  typical  Birmingham 
rough,  but  which  is  altogether  at  variance  with  that  of 
the  “gentle  angler.’ ’ 

Apologising  for  trespassing  upon  your  space, — I 
remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwinson  C.  Green, 
President  of  the  Cheltenham  Club. 

ENORMOUS  KILLALOE  SALMON. 

Sir, — The  largest  salmon  ever  captured  with  the  rod 
in  this  section  of  the  River  Shannon — or,  for  that 
matter,  perhaps  in  any  other  river  in  Ireland — was  taken 
here  this  morning  on  Mr.  W.  Young’s  extensive 
preserves  by  an  English  angler,  Mr.  Squire  Wolsten- 
holme,  of  Bolton,  Lancashire.  This  fish  weighed  46£lb., 
and  measured  from  nose  to  tail  4ft.  2Jin.  ; girth. 
2t't.  4in. ; width  of  tail,  14in.  It  was  a male  fish,  and 
in  excellent  condition. — I am,  &c.,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Killaloe,  Wednesday.  

“SOME  NOTES  ON  THAMES  AND  TRENT 
BARBELLING.” 

Sir,— “ M.  A.,”  the  author  of  the  above  in  the  Gazette 
of  Sept.  1,  is  making  himself  look  more  ridiculous  than 
ever  in  the  eyes  of  anglers  who  really  know  anything 
about  the  Trent  and  its  fishing  grounds.  My  criticism 
of  his  article  appears  by  his  letter  of  last  week  to  have 
driven  him  to  a remote  spot  on  the  river  (Dunham), 
where,  under  the  professional  superintendence  of  a local 
“ otter  ” (this  I shall  prove),  he  admits  having  dis- 
covered sundry  clear  barbel  runs  of  twenty  or  more 
yards ! He  forgets  that  his  article  appeared  in  the 
Gazette  on  Sept.  1,  when  the  Trent  literally  teemed 
with  weed.  The  Trent  at  Dunham  is,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  tidal,  and  is  practically  unknown  to  the  ordinary 
run  of  barbel  fishermen — fishermen  I mean  that  aro 
accustomed  to  read  your  valuable  paper.  Naturally, 
therefore,  there  is  very  little  weed  at  Dunham. 

“ M.  A.”  accused  me  last  week  of  drawing  largely 
on  my  own  imagination.  As  a constant  fisherman  1 have 
no  necessity  to  do  so.  Strangers  or  brief  holiday-makers 
on  the  Trent  can  best  do  this.  It  has  been  done  largely 
in  the  Dunham  district.  Old  Williamson  of  the  House- 
boat there  could,  I venture  to  assert,  toll  “ a thing  or 
two”  for  visitors  of  the  “ M.  A.”  class.  Here  is  a 
sample  of  what  I mean.  Said  “ M.  A.”  last  week,  “ But 


I am  afraid  he  (Mr.  Coxon)  has  not  been  down  in  these 
parts  (Dunham),  but  drew  largely  on  his  imagination 
when  he  publicly  recommended  anglers  to  go  to  the  Holme 
Inn  at  Sutton-on-Trent  within  the  past  eighteen  days, 
to  be  made  comfortable  by  ‘ Old  Susan,’  when  the  poor 
old  lady  has  been  deal  and  buried  for  certain  over 
twelve  years.”  Now,  throughout  my  correspondence 
with  “M.  A.”  in  the  Gazette—  written  in  the  cause  of 
truth  and  not  for  bounce — I have  never  at  any  time 
even  referred  to  either  “ Old  Susan  ” or  the  Holme  Inn 
at  Sutton.  Thus  my  supposed  imagination  is  the 
creation  of  “ M.  A.’s  ” own  brain.  Getting  “mixed” 
with  Old  Williamson,  he  has  got  terribly  mixed  with 
Sutcon  and  Old  Susan.  I knew  the  dear  old  lady  well 
when  she  wa3  alive,  and  as  for  the  present  tenant  (Mr. 
John  Terry)  he  is  an  old  neighbour,  being  well  known 
in  all  Nottingham  sporting  circles.  I have  written  to 
him,  inquiring  whether  the  gentleman  posing  as 
“ M.  A.”  has  been  in  his  inn  during  the  past  ten  days. 
You  shall,  Mr.  Editor,  know  the  result.  “ M.  A.” 
asked  last  week  anglers  to  make  a note  oE  the  inn;  I 
now  ask  them  to  make  a note  of  “ M.  A.” 

A word  or  two  as  to  “ M.  A.’s”  general  connection 
with  and  knowledge  of  the  waters  of  the  Trent  in  the 
“ Midlands.”  Last  week  he  said  it  was  not  correct 
that  he  resided  between  203  and  300  miles  from  its 
banks.  To  clear  up  the  mystery  I ask  him  to  tell  your 
readers  frankly  where  he  does  live  (I  know),  and  to  say 
where,  before  he  went  to  outlandish  Dunham  (here,  too, 
I know  with  whom  he  fished,  and  all  about  his  visit  to 
Old  Williamson),  he  caught  his  last  barbel  this  season 
on  the  Trent,  above,  say,  Collingham.  I require  no 
finesse  or  shuffling.  His  sarcasm  last  week  relating 
to  “ my  airing  my  superior  knowledge  of  sixty  miles  of  the 
Trent  ” I regard  with  indifference.  I don’t  pose  as  an 
impostor,  and  care  nothing  for  flattery.  “ M.  A.,”  I 
venture  to  assert,  should  ponder  seriously  the  great 
truths  contained  in  Mr.  Tod’s  most  excellent  letter  to 
the  Gazette  of  last  week.  If  there  is  any  authority  on 
the  lower  Trent  in  the  Dunham  district  it  is  not 
“ M.  A.,”  as  he  would  like  your  readers  to  believe,  but 
Old  Williamson,  the  Houseboat  professional,  who  on 
Thursday,  Sept.  27,  at  Dunham,  told  a gentleman — a 
personal  friend  of  my  own  (name  enclosed)— that  ho  had 
just  previously  had  a gentleman  down  from  London 
fishing  with  him.  This  gentleman  I know,  and'  I have 
little  doubt  your  readers  will  recognise  him. — Yours 
truly,  Henry  Coxon. 

Sir, — I have  lived  within  200  yards  of  the  Trent,  and 
been  a Trent  angler  all  my  life,  and  if  the  proper  places 
are  chosen  I can  always  find  plenty  of  swims  perfectly 
free  from  surface  and  floating  weed,  with  little  or  no 
fastened  weed,  to  swim  down,  as  often  as  I like  ; and 
even  to  ledger  for  barbel  and  spin  for  pike  with  little  or 
no  difficulty. — I am,  &o.,  The  Srlodger. 

Sutton-on-Trent.  _____ 

AN  EIGHTY  POUND  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  kindly 
assist  me  to  settle  a dispute  between  two  angling  friends, 
and  I am  deputed  to  write  you  in  order  to  have  the 
matter  settled.  The  question  is,  “ Was  a salmon  of 
801b.  weight  ever  killed  on  the  Floors  water  on  Tweed 
by  rod  and.  line  ? ” One  gentleman  says  such  was  the 
case,  and  the  other  disputes  it,  and  avers  that  the 
largest  salmon  killed  by  rod  and  line  on  Tweed  was  not 
over  501b.  The  event  was  said  to  have  taken  place 
about  eight  or  ten  yeari  ago. — Yoirs  truly, 

A Border  Chiel. 


TOD'S  GOLD-RIBBED  UPRIGHT. 

Sir, — Those  who  care  to  trv  a new  pattern  which  I 
recommend  with  confidence  for  north  country  rivers 
may  perhaps  like  the  fly  which  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso, 
dressed  for  me  some  years  ago.  The  exact  dreasing  of 
the  fly  is  as  follows  : 

For  Wings. — Inside  feather  of  a mavis  wing. 

For  Hackle. — Inside  feather  of  woodcock  wing. 

Body.— Brown  silk,  ribbed  with  fine  gold  wire. 

N.B. — For  wet  fly  fishing  in  north  country  rivers 
dressers  should  avoid  making  wings  and  hackle  bulky. 
This  is  a point  of  great  importance,  especially  in  rivers 
where  trout  are  hard  fished. 

Mr.  Forrest  sent  me  two  dozen  of  the  above  fly,  of 
which,  sir,  I beg  to  enclose  a pattern  for  your  critical 
inspection. 

The  fly  was  named  by  a good  fisherman,  who  suggested 
the  gold  wire  ribbing. — I am,  &c  , E.  M.  Tod. 

[We  should  put  this  fly  on  a cast  with  the  greatest 
confidence  if  Mr.  Tod  will  kindly  order  two  dozen  on 
No.  1 eyed  hooks. — Ed.] 


WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society  was  established  in 
1872.  Its  respected  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  has  held 
office  for  eighteen  years,  and  so  long  as  health  permits 
will  continue  to  do  so,  for  he  dearly  loves  the  sport,  and 
has  done  much  to  improve  it — socially  and  otherwise. 
As  a prominent  officer  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  Mr. 
Murphy  has  worked  unceasingly  in  the  interests  of  club 
anglers,  and  particularly  so  in  stocking  and  preserva- 
tion work  in  connection  with  the  public  rivers.  The 
Good  Intent  have  an  excellent  show  of  prosorved  speci- 
men fi3h,  and  for  publicly  exhibiting  the  same  have 
taken  medals  and  diplomas  at  the  various  exhibitions. 
At  the  present  time  the  members  on  the  books  number 
eighty-four,  but  these  figures  havo  been  exceeded  con- 
siderably, The  collection  of  presorved  fish,  now  in  tho 
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olub-room  at  tho  Crown,  Church-street,  Shoreditch, 
niako  a fino  display,  among  wliioh  aro  fivo  daoo  olose 
upon  a pound  oaoli,  caught  by  Mr.  Murphy  in  ono  day 'h 
sport,  some  flno  Rother  piko,  and  a splendid  all-round 
show  of  Lou  lisli.  Tho  spooiinons  roforred  to  (ire  : 


SpOOlCH. 

River  or  W ator. 

Weight. 
111.  02. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Dace 

...  Loa 

0 14  j 

12jin. 

Dace  ... 

...  Do. 

0 12 1 

11  jin. 

Daoo 

...  Do. 

0 14. 

1 1 4 in. 
11 {in. 

Daoo  ... 

...  Do. 

0 13 

Daoo 

...  Do. 

0 13 

1 1 1 in. 

Grayling  ... 

..  Do. 

0 81 

10  jin. 

Piko 

..  Privato  ... 

11  12 

32in. 

Bream 

.,  Lea 

0 3 

21  jin. 

Trout 

..  Do. 

3 12 

19?in. 

Trout 

..  Do. 

3 2 

lHjin. 

Piko 

..  Do. 

6 8 

20jin. 

Dace 

..  Do. 

0 12? 

llin. 

Daoo 

..  Do. 

0 14? 

ll?in. 

Tenoh 

..  Private  ... 

1 10 

Llin. 

Roaoh 

..  Rother  ... 

1 13 

13in. 

Roach 

..  Do. 

1 9? 

13jin. 

Roach 

..  Arun 

1 12 

13jin. 

Perch  (female) 

..  Loa 

3 0 

15jin. 

Pike 

...  Rother  ... 

13  13? 

35jin. 

Pike 

..  Do. 

lo  13f 

33in. 

Bream 

..  Lea 

5 8 

20jin. 

Piko 

..  Do. 

10  0 

32in. 

Roach 

. Do. 

1 2 

11. jin. 

Pike 

..  Thames  ... 

15  8 

36in. 

Pike 

. . Arun 

10  8.) 

32  jin. 

Pike 

..  Lea 

9 4 

30  jin. 

Chub 

. Do. 

4 2 

19jin. 

Chub 

. Do. 

3 14 

18in. 

Chub 

..  Do. 

3 12 

17jin. 

Bream 

. Ouse 

4 4 

18jin. 

Bream 

. Not  known 

3 0 

16in. 

Pike 

..  Lea 

10  0 

29in. 

Tench  (female)  . 

..  Private  ... 

3 3 

lOin. 

Carp 

..  Mole 

14  0 

26in. 

Roach 

..  Arun 

2 2 

14  jin. 

Roach 

..  Do. 

• •• 

1 10j 

14in. 

Perch 

..  Lea 

1 12 

13in. 

Roach 

..  Stort 

1 10j 

13in. 

Pike 

..  Lea 

9 5 

30jin. 

Roach 

..  Do. 

1 9 

13in. 

Pike 

..  Rother  ... 

11  2 

33 jin. 

Eel 

— 

6 12 

43  jin. 

These  measurements  are  from  tip  of  snout  to  fork  of 
tail.  _____ 

The  Hoxton  Brothers  club  was  founded  in  the  year 
I860,  and  of  the  twenty-eight  years  of  its  existence, 
Mr.  R.  Ghurney  has  been  its  secretary  for  twenty-six 
years.  This  society  now  consists  of  sixty-two  members, 
but  there  have  been  times  when  the  roll-call  mustered 
upwards  of  100.  The  diminution  in  numbers  does  not 
in  this  instance  prove  any  falling  off  in  the  stability  of 
the  society,  and  as  a matter  of  fact  the  Hoxton  Brothers 
are  on  as  firm  a footing  as  ever,  and  seem  likely  to 
continue  so,  and  especially  should  this  be  the  case 
whilst  Mr.  Ghurney,  the  respected  secretary  of  the 
Anglers’  Association,  retains  a like  office  with  them. 
In  the  matter  of  preserved  specimen  fish  adorning  the 
walls  of  the  commodious  club-room  at  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  the  members  exhibit  a goodly  array. 
Worthy  of  special  notice  is  a dace  of  lib.  ljoz.,  taken 
by  Mr.  Ghurney  from  the  Lea ; it  is  a female  fish,  and 
its  thickness  may  be  judged  by  its  comparative  short- 
ness in  length,  12in.  One  of  the  finest  Arun  roach  ever 
captured  is  the  property  of  a member,  Mr.  Frank 
Newton.  This  fish  weighed  21b.  8joz.  when  caught, 
and  measures  exactly  16in.  The  following  are  part  of 
the  collection,  the  measurements  being  taken  from  tip 
of  nose  to  fork,  or  oentre  of  tail : 


Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

2 

8j 

16in. 

Roach 

...  Lark 

1 

6j 

12fin. 

Bream 

...  Wey 

3 

2 

15jin. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

2 

lj 

14jin. 

Roach 

...  Lea 

1 

5 

llfin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

12 

13|in. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

2 

0 

15in. 

Tench 

...  Lea 

2 

12 

15jin. 

Tench 

...  Private 

3 

8 

Win. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

8 

10 

29in. 

Pike 

...  Lea 

12 

0 

32in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

10 

8 

29jin. 

28jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

10 

8 

Perch 

...  Private 

2 

12 

15in. 

Perch 

...  Do. 

2 

0 

14  jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

6 

12jin. 

Roach 

...  Lea 

1 

10 

12jin. 

Roach 

...  Arun 

1 

7 

12?in. 

Dace  (female) 

...  Lea 

1 

lj 

12in. 

Pike 

...  Private 

9 

0 

30in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

8 

4 

28jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

9 

12 

32in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

6 

12in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

5 

11  jin. 

Trout 

...  Thames 

6 

0 

24in. 

Dace 

...  Private 

0 

14j 

13? 

12jin. 

Dace 

...  Do. 

0 

12in. 

Dace 

...  Do. 

0 

13  j 

12in. 

Dace 

...  Do. 

0 

13j 

llj'in. 

A Shock i no  Discovery.— A torpedo  fish  has  been  on 
exhibition  at  the  Cape  Ann  fish  market  at  Gloucester. 
It  wa,H  caught  by  Fred  Lain  and  Jos.  Woodbury  at  their 
trap,  in  tho  harbour.  In  catching  the  fish  both  received 
severe  shocks. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


A FISHING  MATCH  IN  LANCASHIRE. 

Bv  L.  Booth. 

Ut  2nd  o September  abovo  haw  other  days, 

Will  Taylor  you  at  Rono  un  Creawn,  a fishin  match  did 
raise, 

For  forty  pcawnd  i solid  gowd,  he’d  prives  less  or  moar, 
To  bo  fished  for  deawn  at  Weaver,  wheer  they’d  matches 
bin  before. 

Four  hunthurd  on  um  wont  to't  matoh,  un  Winward  he 
wur  one, 

But  he  had  to  pay  three  shillin  fust,  un  every  lad  un 
mon, 

Un  hawve  a creawn  apeice  beside  for  riding  theer  un 
back, 

Un  little  anoof  iv  yo’d  a seen  whot  stuff  they  had  to 
tak, 

They’d  as  mony  maggots,  worms  un  grubs,  i Dunham 
Park, 

Un  fishin  baskets  us  wud  howd,  hawt  things  i Noah’s 
Ark, 

They’d  landin  nets,  un  rods,  un  lines,  un  hooks  of  every 

size, 

Un  yeds  rombed  full  a notions,  us  they’d  haw  win’t 
biggest  prize. 

But  when  they  get  to’t  fishin  greawnd,  what  does 
Taylor  do, 

But  has  um  groped  wi  two  police,  ut  gate  as  they  went 
thro’ 

They  groped  their  pockets,  hats  and  caps,  their  sleeves, 
un  breeches  legs. 

When  haw  wur  reet  they  leet  um  goo,  a looking  for 
their  pegs. 

When  everyone  had  found  their  pegs,  un  gooin  to  begin, 
A woman  sheawted  heawt  on’t  bank,  us’t  Wiganers 
wud  win, 

But  Winward  took  no  notice  on’t,  be  leet  her  sheawt 
away 

But  he  beet  what  hoo  oawd  Wiganers,  un  haw  us  fished 
that  day. 

He  won  the  biggest  money  prize,  12  peawnd  un’s  drawn 
it  too, 

Un  five  peawnd  moor  of  Norris,  what  keep  sign  of 
Barley  Moo, 

But  part  on’ts  gone  for  clooas  un  things  fort  put  on’t 
childers  backs, 

Un  somes  laid  by  for  rent  un  rates,  gas  bill,  with  income 
tax. 

Beside  haw  this  he’s  had’t  wife  off  at  Wyre  a toothrey 
days 

Un  fun  her  brass  for  bed  un  booard  un  riding  booath 
ways. 

Un  he’s  tin  havin  his  neokhole  shaved,  unt  Barber’s  cut 
his  yure, 

Ut  seventeen  peawnd  is  welly  done,  he’s  not  much  left 
awm  sure. 

Foak  thinks  us  he’s  a gobbin,  but  aw  think  nowt  at 
sort. 

He’s  wit  enoof  un  some  to  spare  for  those  uts  raythur 
short, 

He  hasn’t  worn  that  yed  of  his  this  forty  year  for  nowt, 
Un  look  at  style  he  has  it  in,  un’t  prizes  whot  its  browt. 
He’s  copper  kettles,  fishin  rods,  un  bacco  pots  anaw, 

Un  Mr.  Bright  but  him  he’s  sowd,  he  looked  so  feaw  ont 
waw, 

Un  a lectra  plated  cruet  stand  wi’  bottles  haw  complete, 
Un  a lot  of  money  prizee,  un  he’s  won  again  to  neet. 
There’s  monny  a one  likes  fishin,  but  not  like  him  aw 
think, 

For  iv  every  fishin  place  wur  closed  he’d  try  to  fish  et 
sink, 

Or  in  a common  rain  tub  iv  he  thowt  it  had  owt  in, 

Un  i less  than  hawve  o no  time,  he’d  catch  um  every  fin. 
Yoa  musnt  think  awm  gamonin  or  runnin’t  felly  deawn, 
Awm  hoping  us  he’ll  live  to  be  an  ornimenttith  teawn, 
They’n  made  him  Duke  oth  anglers,  but  I think  misel 
he’s  King, 

When  he  beet  four  hundred  ut  best  men  as  Taylor’s 
match  could  bring. 

If  he  keeps  agate  i this  way,  winnin  prizes  as  he  does, 
There  winnot  be  a bit  of  a chance  for  such  like  chaps 
as  us, 

Witheawt  wi  handycap  him,  or  else  he’s  keawnted  two, 
For  aw  think  within  misel  he’s  won  prizes  quite  anoo. 


LADY  ANGLERS. 

Nothing  surprises  one  more  in  these  days  of  extreme 
energy  and  ultra-progressiveness  than  to  find  here  and 
there  some  ciuiet,  restful  souls  who  are  oontent  to  let 
the  golden  hours  slip  by  whilst  they  ply  the  rod,  in  the 
hopes  of  securing  a rich  harvest  of  the  finny  denizens 
of  river,  lake,  or  stream.  And  of  these  same  souls 
many  are  members  of  the  fair  sex.  It  would  assuredly 
have  delighted  old  Izaak  Walton  himself  to  have  known 
how  many  charming  disciples  ho  has  at  tho  present 
time.  Year  by  year  the  love  of  this  most  healthful  of 
sports  seems  to  grow,  and  numbers  of  lady  anglers  are 
to  be  found  wherever  a reputation  for  good  fishing  is 
added  to  the  other  qualifications  of  a locality.  Scot- 
land, of  course,  claims  many  for  its  magnificent  salmon, 
but  old  Father  Thames  provides  excellent  sport  with 
its  roach,  and  bream,  and  wily  barbel.  The  Norfolk 
Broads,  tho  Itchen,  the  Severn,  and  the  Tyne  are 
amongst  othor  favourites,  and  not  a few  rods- 
women  may  bo  found  in  tho  neighbourhood  of 
tho  Scotch  moors,  fishing  for  piko  in  tho  small  lochs 
near  tbe  shooting  boxes.  Our  Royal  ladioB  aro  koen 
and  enthusiastic  anglors.  The  Prinoess  of  Wales  occa- 
sionally enjoys  somo  sport  in  Virginia  Water,  and  when 
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in  Scotland  or  in  Norway  she  indulges  in  more  ambitious 
experiences.  Her  fishing  rod  is  a beautiful  model  with 
six  joints,  tho  mountings  are  of  gold,  and  the  stoppers 
aro  of  ivory  designed  with  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
feathers.  Tho  Duchess  of  Fife  and  Princess  Maud  are 
also  very  fond  of  angling,  and,  now  that  the  former 
plays  the  rule  of  chdtelaino  in  Scotland,  she  is  able  to 
offer  her  mother  and  sisters  some  capital  salmon  fishing 
on  tho  Dee.  She  has  been  known  to  land  forty  salmon 
to  her  own  rod  during  one  short  season. 

Princess  Louise  is  another  accomplished  Royal  angler. 
She  had  some  most  successful  dayB  on  the  Restigouche 
river  when  in  Canada,  winning  golden  opinions  from 
many  experienced  anglers  there  for  the  masterly  style 
in  which  she  handled  the  rod. 

Besides  tho  Princesses,  wc  have  numbers  of  expert 
lady  anglers  amongst  the  aristocracy.  Tho  Countess 
of  Bathurst  before  her  marriage  frequently  accompanied 
her  father,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwiek.  on  his  fishing 
expeditions,  and  landed  some  capital  salmon  on  the 
Dee.  The  Countess  of  Annesley  also  has  some  good 
records ; it  is,  indeed,  one  of  her  favourite  amuse- 
ments. Lady  Margaret  Ormsby  Gore  is  one  of  the  most 
practical  of  anglers,  a love  of  fishing  having  been 
engendered  in  her  in  her  childhood,  spent  at  her  father 
the  Marquis  of  Huntly’s  seat,  Aboyne  Castle,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Dee.  To  this  day  Lady  Margaret  avows  to 
a preference  for  the  sport  to  be  had  on  that  famous 
river,  where  the  noblest  members  of  the  salmon  tribe 
seem  to  congregate.  Lake  fishing  Lady  Margaret  does 
not  consider  so  enjoyable  as  that  of  a stream  or  river. 
She  always  uses  Hardy’s  split  cane  rods  both  for  salmon 
and  trout  fishing,  and  recommends  ladies  using  very 
strong,  light  tackle.  Amongst  some  of  her  experiences 
may  be  reckoned  a three  days’  one  in  the  June  of  1893, 
when  she  was  very  successful  with  the  May-fly  on  the 
Itchen,  at  Mr.  Wynne  Corrie’s  estate  of  Wortlevs,  near 
Winchester.  Lady  Margaret  secured  nineteen  brace  of 
trout,  none  of  them  weighing  under  a pound.  In  Shrop- 
shire she  fishes  a great  deal,  the  reservoir  at  Brngyntyn, 
Oswestry,  belonging  to  her  father-in-law,  Lord  Harlech  ; 
here  the  fish  scale  about  a pound.  All  through 
the  trout  fishing  season  Lady  Margaret  manages  to  find 
one  evening  a week  for  fishing.  At  Caithness  one  day 
during  last  summer  this  most  capable  of  rodswomen 
landed  a 41b.  grilse  with  a Wickham’s  Fancy  fly,  and  it 
took  her  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  kill  him.  On  the 
principle  of  “ live  and  learn,”  Lady  Margaret  is  of 
opinion  that  there  is  always  something  new  to  master 
in  every  different  stream  or  river,  and  she  wisely 
admits  to  being  glad  to  take  hints  from  those  who 
know  the  water  in  question,  just  as  she  is  always 
willing  to  bestow  her  own  knowledge  on  strangers. 
The  Countess  of  Wilton  is  considered  a very  competent 
angler,  and  especially  at  barbelling  is  she  deemed  an 
expert.  Anglers  all  agree  that  the  barbel  is  the  most 
pugnacious  of  river  fish,  not  even  excluding  the  trout. 
The  Countess  of  Wilton  is  one  of  the  few  piscatrixes 
who  can  hook  one  of  these  “ wily  warriors  of  the  watery 
world,”  and  she  manages  to  play  them  with  great  skill 
and  dexterity.  Last  summer  she  made  the  heaviest 
record  of  the  season  on  the  Thames;  in  one  day  she 
took  1201b.  of  barbel.  With  the  bream  and  the  pike 
the  Countess  is  equally  successful,  and  the  fishermen  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  are  unanimous  in  their 
praise  of  her  achievements  with  the  rod. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  do  justice  in  this  short 
space  to  the  varied  number  of  lady  anglers  in  England, 
and  amongst  the  belles  Am^ricaines  there  are  many 
expert  fishers.— L.  A.  S.  in  the  Queen. 


HE  WAS  NOT  A CRAB  FISHERMAN. 

The  water  was  deliciously  translucent ; the  air  soft 
and  balmy  as  a maiden’s  sigh.  The  radiant  sun  hung 
trembling  like  a purple  jewel,  pendent  upon  the  bosom 
of  the  azure  west.  It  was  the  fourth  day  of  the  honey- 
moon. The  gallant  young  husband  had  induced  his 
blushing  bride  to  take  a dip  within  the  treacherous 
surf,  and  as  they  hung  side  by  side  upon  the  life-line, 
gazing  into  the  depths  of  each  other’s  eyes,  intent  upon 
the  rapture  of  the  moment,  and  without  a thought  save 
their  own  selfish  bliss,  an  eternity  of  happiness  seemed 
to  open  before  them.  Suddenly  she  spoke  : 

“ George,  do  you  really  love  me  ?” 

“ My  ’ittle  tootsie,  ’oo  knows  I do.” 

“ Would  you  do  anything  for  me,  George  P” 

“ Anything ! Everything,  my  ’ittle  dovie.” 

“ Would  you  die  for  me,  George  ? ” 

“ Willingly,  gladly,  my  own  precious  angel.” 

“ Then,  oh,  George  ! please  duck  down  and  grab  hbld 
of  the  crab  that’s  fooling  ’round  my  foot.” 

And  at  that  instant  an  enormous  breaker  wrenched  her 
husband’s  palsied  fingers  from  the  life-line,  and  swep 
him  like  a log  upon  the  beach — aye,  e’en  up  to  the  bath- 
house,  and  into  his  new  summer  suit,  before  he  recovered 
himself  sufficiently  to  think  up  his  first  conjugal  excuse. 
— Judge. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  pisoatorial  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents,  of  76, 
Chanoery-lane,  W.C.,  with  whom  wo  have  made  arrange- 
ments that  all  inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of 
inventions  will  bo  answered  by  them  free  of  oharge  to 
our  readors  : 

18,055.  Samuel  Alloook  and  E.  Porks,  of  Birmingham, 
for  “ Improvements  in  fishing  rods.” 

Patent  Published. 

3187  of  1891.  Soott,  for  “ Trawl  nets.” 
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NOTICE.  
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Telegraphio  Address— “RIV  8 AM,  London.” 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  13th,  1894. 


MR.  FRED  MATHER, 

THE  AMERICAN  FISH  BREEDER  AND 
ICHTHYOLOGIST. 


We  find  tbe  following  interesting  account  of 
Mr.  Fred  Mather,  one  of  the  leading  fish  cul- 
turists  of  the  United  States,  in  an  American 
paper  : — 

“Fred  Mather,  of  the  Council  of  Administration 
oE  New  York,  was  born  near  Albany  in  1833; 
went  to  what  was  then  the  North  West  in  1854, 
and  spent  three  years  hunting,  trapping,  and 
as  interpreter  for  a Government  survey.  Then 
went  to  Kansas,  and  took  part  in  the  troubles 
there.  Returning  to  Albany  ho  enlisted  in 
Battery  I,  Seventh  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
was  made  first  sergeant.  Served  in  defence  of 
Washington  as  second  and  first  lieutenant.  His 
irgiment  joined  the  First  Division,  Second 
Corps,  in  the  wilderness  in  1864,  and  was 
in  all  the  engagements  down  to  Petersburg. 
He  commanded  Battery  L,  the  colour  com- 
pany of  the  regiment,  at  Cold  Harbour,  where 
the  regiment  lost  127  men,  was  captured 
with  his  whole  command  of  thirty-two  men, 


at  Petersburg,  Va.,  on  June  16,  and  was  in 
the  prisons  at  Macon,  (la.,  Charleston  and 
Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  Coldsboro,  N.  C.  Paroled 
at  Wilmington,  March  1,  1865,  and  discharged 
by  general  orders  by  reason  of  services  no  longer 
required,  after  Lee’s  surrender.  Was  named  for 
captain  and  for  major,  but,  being  reported  killed 
at  Petersburg,  1 he  commissions  were  not  issued. 
Alter  the  war  he  went  into  trout  breeding,  and 
is  now  a superintendent  of  the  State  Fishery 
Commission  at  Cold  Spring  Harbour.  Long 
Island.  In  1867  he  was  S.  V.  C.  of  Post  5, 
Albany,  and  afterward  removed  to  New  Jersey, 
and  joined  Post  1,  in  Newark.  On  removal  to 
Long  Island  he  found  material  for  a new  post, 
and  organised  Post  641,  of  which  he  has  been 
commander  for  six  terms,  and  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Department  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration, at  Rochester,  in  February  last.” 


ON  THE  WARWICKSHIRE  AVON. 


Charles  Kingsley  has  somewhere  said  that, 
though  the  whole  earth  has  been  given  to  the 
children  of  men,  only  fishermen  get  the  real 
plums  of  it.  Here  he  hits  ore  of  the  secrets  of 
the  perennial  charms  of  fishiDg.  Though  we 
love  to  circumvent  the  wily  trout  or  the  hardly 
less  wily  roach,  and  though  the  “rattle  of  the 
reel”  is  to  us  the  sweetest  of  music,  the  joy  we 
derive  from  angling  has  deeper  roots.  Speaking 
for  myself  at  any  rate,  if  I can  wander  along 
remote  brooksides,  eat  my  lunch  and  smoke  my 
pipe  under  the  whispering  willows,  and  perhaps 
drop  with  evening  on  some  rustic  town,  and  theie 
find  a clean,  comfortable  inn — as  one  nearly 
always  can — I am  usually  able  to  be  supremely 
happy  whatever  the  size  of  my  bag. 

I have  in  mind  now  a short  holiday  spent 
on  the  Warwickshire  Avon.  With  a friend, 
a “ brother  of  the  angle,”  I took  up  my  quarters 
at  a little  inn  in  a quiet  Sleepy  Hollow  sort  of 
village  close  to  the  river.  To  live  in  such  a 
secluded  out-of-the- world  place  was  like  travel- 
ling back  a few  hundred  years  towards  antiquity. 
Its  charms  appeared  to  be  quite  unknown,  how- 
ever, except  to  a few  fishermen.  Though  only  a 
little  over  an  hour’s  journey  from  Birmingham 
— from  which  we  hailed — that  great  town  seemed 
to  have  wheeled  off  somewhere  into  space,  so  far 
off  in  all  but  fact  did  it  soon  become  to  us.  Our 
landlord  was  a travelled  man.  He  had  been 
valet  to  some  gentleman  of  high  degree,  and  for 
part  of  bis  life  in  the  army,  and  though  some- 
what sparing  of  speech,  could  on  occasion,  like 
Othello,  tell  of  “ moving  accidents  by  flood  and 
field.” 

After  closing  time — which  was  10  p.m. — he 
often  joined  us  in  our  little  sitting-room,  and  a 
very  agreeable  man  we  found  him.  His  wife 
had  been  a cook  in  the  family  of  a judge, 
and  tbe  way  in  which  she  cooked  for  us  showed 
that  she  had  lost  none  of  her  skill.  Often 
when  returning  hungry  from  the  river  the  very 
smell  of  the  good  things  she  was  preparing  made 
us  feel,  like  John  Kidd  in  somewhat  similar  cir- 
cumstances, positively  thankful  for  the  void  that 
was  in  us. 

The  river  in  this  part  was  deep  and  slow  run- 
ning. It  contained  only  coarse  fish — perch, 
roach,  bream,  &c.  Four  o’clock  in  the  morning 
often  saw  us  up.  The  key  of  the  shed  containing 
the  cider  barrels  was  placed  ready  for  us,  and 
after  a drink,  and  having  well  greased  our  boots, 
we  took  our  way  to  the  river.  The  path  led 
through  two  meadows  of  bush  grass,  always  wet 
either  with  fog,  dew,  or  rain,  so  that  the  boot- 
greasing was  a very  necessary  operation.  Often 
at  that  time  in  the  morning  tbe  whole  river 
course  was  shrouded  in  mist.  In  the  middle  one 
could  hear  the  big  bream  rolling.  This  time  in 
the  morning  and  after  tea  in  the  evening  were 
the  best  times  for  fishing.  Occasionally  we 
fished  all  day,  but  more  often  we  rambled  along 
the  leafy  lanes  and  through  the  fields,  or  hired  a 
trap  for  a drive  to  some  neighbouring  village, 
contenting  ourselves  with  the  morning  and  even- 
ing at  the  river.  That  the  village  was  a primitive 
one  will  be  patent  when  I say  that  the  charge  for 
the  pony  and  trap  for  the  whole  day  was  five 
shillings — half  a crown  each.  All  the  charges 
ruled  much  the  same.  Board  and  apartments  at 
the  inn  came,  I believe,  to  about  a sovereign  each, 
and,  as  I said,  we  lived  like  kings. 


Occasionally  we  were  rewarded  with  good 
catches,  though,  on  the  whole,  we  did  nothing 
remarkable  in  that  line.  Our  most  successful 
day  was  one  upon  which  we  happened  to  drop  on 
some  holes  that  had  been  well  baited  up  by  the 
village  parson.  When  he  found  us  there  he  was 
at  first  inclined  to  cut  up  a bit  rough,  as  was 
but  natural, but  when  we  “ spoke  him  fair”  and 
explained  that  we  were  in  entire  ignorance  when 
we  took  up  our  position  that  he  had  the  holes 
baited,  he  cooled  down,  and  eventually  became 
1 very  pleasant,  and  finished  up  by  offering  us  the 
pick  of  his  catch,  which  amounted  to  about  a 
bucketful  of  capital  roach.  And  here  I may  say 
that  my  experience  is  that  if  one  expects  to  do 
any  good  on  a river  like  the  Avon,  baiting  up 
some  time  previously  — on  the  over-night,  if 
possible — is  absolutely  necessary.  The  parson 
ground- baited  with  grains,  using  about  three 
bucketsful  for  three  holes.  It  was  in  one  of  his 
grain  baskets  that  he  conveyed  home  his  fish. 
The  most  taking  bait  for  the  roach  seemed  to  be 
stewed  wheat  and  paste,  and  for  the  bream  well 
scoured  worms,  which  we  got  from  the  manure 
heap  at  the  inn.  Why  I know  not,  but  we  could 
not  get  the  roach  to  look  at  gentle3. 

I also  remember  one  evening  when  we  ha  l 
splendid  sport.  The  fish  were  in  such  a taking 
humour  that  we  could  hardly  tear  ourselves 
away.  We  fished  on  until  the  moon  rose  up  and 
the  bats  came  out,  and  managed  to  catch  a few 
more  by  keeping  our  floats  in  the  track  of  the 
moonbeams  close  in  shore. 

Another  day — a wet  one — we  had  a good  catch 
of  eels.  Nothing  else  seemed  to  be  moving. 
Our  good  landlady  made  of  them  a most  savoury 
pie. 

It  is  possible  that  I may  visit  the  same  river 
this  year.  The  very  thought  of  this  has  been 
keeping  me  happy  for  the  past  few  weeks,  and 
has  revived  these,  to  me,  pleasant  memories.  If 
I go,  fish  or  no  fish,  I know  I shall  enjoy  myself. 
For  shall  I not  be  free?  Can  I not  dream  the 
hours  away  under  the  willows,  surrounded  by  the 
sweet  sounds  and  sights  of  the  country  ? Will 
not  the  pen  be  exchanged  for  the  rod,  and  the 
crowded  streets  for 

Russet  lawns  and  fallows  grey, 

Where  the  nibbling  flooks  do  stray  ? 

And  are  not  such  exchanges  grateful  to  the  souls 
of  anglers?  J.  K\y. 


TROUT  OVA  FOR  WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 


The  Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  Mr.  Saville* 
Kent  (says  the  West  Australian)  has  been  occu- 
pied within  the  past  few  days  in  supervising 
the  completion  and  placing  in  thorough  working 
order  the  trout  hatchery  which  the  Governminc 
has  erected  to  his  plans,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Forrest’s  Mill,  on  the  Preston  River,  near  Picton 
Junction.  English  trout  and  salmon  trout  ovato 
the  number  of  15,000,  for  the  securing  of  whicli 
Mr.  Saville-Kent  made  arrangements  daring  his 
visit  some  few  months  since  to  the  Eastern 
colonies,  are  now  on  their  way  to  Albany  by  the 
Orient  liner  Oroya.  These  ova  were  purchased 
from  the  salmon  and  trout  hatchery  on  the  River 
Plenty,  in  Tasmania,  also  reconstructed  in  its 
present  form  to  Mr.  Saville-Kent’s  plans,  and 
were  transhipped  and  repacked  in  ioe  at  Mel- 
bourne by  Mr.  Le  Sotief,  the  director  of  the 
Melbourne  Zoological  Gardens,  who  kindly 
volunteered  his  services  for  this  purpose. 

The  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  will  meet  the 
Oroya  at  Albany,  bringing  the  ova  by  mail  train 
to  Perth,  and  accompanying  thtm  on  the  follow- 
ing day  to  Bunbury.  One  of  the  most  important 
contingencies  that  has  to  be  provided  against  in 
this  acclimatisation  experiment  is  the  mainten- 
ance of  a relatively  low  temperature  throughout 
such  period  as  the  ova  are  in  course  of  transport. 
This  object  is  accomplished  by  packing  the  ova 
in  moss  in  a box  having  a specially  constructed 
top  chamber  that  is  kept  filled  with  ice,  and  the 
water  from  which,  as  it  melts,  percolates  through 
the  subjacent  ova.  Throughout  their  voyage  in 
the  Oroya  this  ice  will  be  supplied  from  the  ship’s 
stores,  and  Mr.  Saville-Kent  had  hoped  to  have 
been  able  to  obtain  a sufficient  supply  from  the 
Perth  Ice  Company  to  last  through  the  overland 
journey  from  Albany,  including  their  delay  for 
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Monday  afternoon  and  night  at  Perth  and  journey 
to  Burijiurv  through  tho  greater  portion  of  the 
following  day.  Unfortunately  tho  ice  work*  are 
at  a Standstill  at  this  tirno  of  tho  year,  all  tho 
machinery  is  thrown  out  of  gear  and  cannot  bo 
ro-startod  except  at  a very  considerable  cost. 
Under  thoso  circumstances,  Mr.  Saville-Kent  lias 
to  roly  on  such  supply  as  can  he  spared  him  from 
the  Oroya,  but  which  is  scarcely  likely  to  bo  suffi- 
cient to  last  throughout  tho  threo  days  that  will 
elapse  after  leaving  the  ship  till  they  arrive  at 
their  destination.  The  risk  attending  tho  exposure 
of  the  ova  to  .a  higher  temperature  than  of  say 
much  above  (10  degrees  Fahrenheit  while  out  of 
water,  is  that  they  are  prone  to  develop  prema- 
turely and  probably  fatally.  Arriving  at  the 
Bunbury  hatchery  this  trouble  will  be  over,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  there,  as  it  circulated 
through  the  hatching  troughs  last  week,  not 
exceeding  54  degrees. 

A brief  description  of  the  hatchery  may  prove 
of  interest.  It  is  erected  on  the  shady  south  side 
of  the  lofty  saw-mill,  by  which,  and  the  adjacent 
trees,  it  is  effectually  screened  from  the  sun. 
Being  in  close  proximity  to  the  elevated  wooden 
troughing  of  the  mill  race,  a shoot  from  thence  is 
conducted  throughout  the  length  of  the  hatchery ; 
taps  whereby  the  amount  of  flow  can  be 
regulated  discharge  water  from  the  shoot  directly 
into  the  hatching  boxes,  which  contain  trays 
having  wire  gauze  bottoms,  upon  which  the  ova 
are  spread.  The  ova  being  disposed  in  a single 
layer  and  the  trays  being  supported  slightly 
above  the  floor  of  the  boxes,  both  their  upper  and 
lower  surfaces  are  freely  exposed  to  the  action 
of  the  circulating  stream.  Within  two  or  three 
weeks  from  their  arrival  it  may  be  antici- 
pated that  the  young  trout  will  hatch  out  into 
what  is  known  as  the“alevin”  stage.  In  this 
condition  the  little  fish  nresent  a somewhat 
grotesque  aspect.  They  appear  to  be  all  head, 
with  a slender  tail,  like  a tadpole.  On  nearer 
examination,  however,  it  is  found  that  what  is 
apparently  the  greater  portion  of  the  body  con- 
sists of  an  inflated  bladder-like  structure  project- 
ing from  its  lower  surface.  This  is,  as  a matter 
of  fact,  the  baby  trout’s  feeding-bottle.  It  will 
supply  its  owner  with  all  the  nutriment  it 
requires  for  the  first  five  or  six  weeks  after  its 
birth,  and  by  that  time  will  have  become  com- 
pletely absorbed  into  the  little  fish’s  body.  What 
a convenience  if  some  such  corresponding  me- 
chanical arrangement  could  be  associated  with 
the  infantile  commissariat  of  the  human  species  ! 

So  soon  as  the  above  described  “ alevin”  stage 
is  completed,  the  young  trout  are  capable  of 
shifting  for  themselves,  and  will  be  distributed 
in  such  suitable  locations  in  the  Preston,  Capel, 
and  other  rivers  as  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries 
may  determine  on.  A certain  number  of  the 
young  trout,  when  hatched  out,  it  is  proposed  to 
retain  in  the  hatchery,  and  afterwards  in  a special 
pond,  having  a constant  stream  through  it  from 
the  mill  race,  for  breeding  purposes,  and  for  the 
requisition  of  ova  and  fry  to  be  distributed  to 
all  other  suitable  waters  in  this  colony.  All 
going  well  with  the  present  acclimatisation 
experiments  another  two  or  three  years  should 
see  trout  fishing  as  a permanent  attraction  for 
sport  and  recreation  successfully  established  in  at 
at  least  the  southern  rivers  of  Western  Australia. 


THE  HOOK-AND-LINE  FISHERIES. 

{Continued  from  page  342.) 

By  Capt.  C.  C.  Longripge,  Assoc.  Inst.  C.E. 

To  sum  up  results,  trials  of  attractive  essences 
have  been  fairly  successful,  but  attempts  to  find 
a suitable  medium  of  application  have  proved 
abortive.  There  is,  however,  no  reason  to  lose 
courage  or  desist  from  further  efforts.  In  the 
first  place,  the  writer  would  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  baits  in  general  use  by 
long-line  fishermen  and  undoubtedly  attractive, 
mussels  and  whelks  for  instance,  are  just  those 
kinds  of  food  which  can  form  but  a very  small, 
or  probably  no  portion  of  tho  natural  subsistence 
oi  the  fishes  that  take  them.  Secondly,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  fishes  as  a rule  are  canni- 
bals, and  feed  on  fishes  without  much  distinction 
of  kind.  The  inference,  therefore,  is  that  to  be 
still  attractive,  a bait  odour  need  not  be  confined 
to  any  one  particular  fish  food,  such  as  squid  or 
pilchard,  or  even  any  kind  of  food  that  can 


naturally  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  fish ; but  that 
within  certain  limits  there  must  be  a range  of 
odours  that  will  attract  fish. 

In  contradistinction  to  the  fishes  that  hunt  by 
tho  sense  of  smell,  are  those  already  enumerated 
as  seeking  their  food  chiefly  if  not  entirely  by 
sight.  As  regards  these  fishes,  the  solution  of 
the  artificial  bait  question  rests,  we  think,  on  a 
practical  appreciation  of  three  facts. 

In  the  first  place,  as  Mr.  Bateson  found,  none 
of  these  fishes  show  symptoms  of  interest  when 
the  juice  of  food  substances  is  put  into  the  water. 
On  the  other  band,  they  will  attempt  to  take 
worms,  shrimps,  pieces  of  fish,  &c.,  which  are 
lowered  into  the  water  inside  a glass  tube,  or 
which  are  simply  sticking  to  the  glass  window  of 
the  tank.  Again,  when  hungry  they  are  unable 
to  find  food  in  the  dark.  “None  of  these  sight- 
hunting fishes  while  living  in  the  tanks,”  says 
Mr.  Bateson,  “ appear  able  to  see  their  food  by 
night,  or  even  in  twilight ; worms  thrown  in  after 
dark  fell  through  the  water  unnoticed.  It  did 
not  appear  that  this  was  due  to  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the  fish  to  eat  by  night,  for  on  some 
occasions  pollack  took  worms  by  night  when  the 
light  of  a bull’s-eye  was  turned  on  them,  so  that 
the  fish  could  see  them.”  (“  Marine  Biological 
Association  Journal,”  1890,  p.  245).  From  the  bait 
problem,  therefore,  the  consideration  of  the  sense 
of  smell  may  be,  in  a great  measure,  though  not 
entirely  eliminated ; for  both  pollack  and 
whiting,  when  their  first  hunger  is  satisfied,  were 
noticed  to  swim  under  the  food  so  as  to  touch  it 
with  their  noses  and  presumably  to  smell  it ; and 
this  gesture,  probably  by  force  of  habit,  was 
often  performed  by  individuals  in  which  the 
olfactory  organs  had  been  destroyed.  Mullet, 
too,  examine  food  by  sucking  water  from  it,  and 
bass,  bream,  &c.,  touch  doubtful  food  with  their 
lips  before  seizing  it.  Plaice,  turbot,  blennies, 
and  wrasses,  however,  do  not  seem  to  make  any 
preliminary  examination  of  the  smell  before 
taking  food  into  their  mouths. 

In  the  second  place,  it  appears  that  these  fishes, 
especially  when  hungry,  take  far  less  notice  of  a 
resemblance  in  appearance  than  of  a likeness  in 
movement  between  artificial  and  real  food.  For 
instance,  any  oscillating  substance,  such  as  a 
button  dangling  from  a thread,  may  attract  them. 
Pollack,  for  example,  were  found  to  take  no  notice 
of  a straight  wire  held  up  and  waved  outside 
the  tank,  but  if  the  wire  were  bent  so  that  the 
motion  became  sinuous,  like  that  of  a swimming 
worm,  they  would  often  dash  at  the  glass  in  the 
attempt  to  seize  it ; and  the  same  wire  when 
painted  white,  or  bright  yellow,  or  blue  proved 
equally  attractive.  The  same  fish  would  often 
snap  at  even  a curl  of  smoke  from  a pipe  ; whilst 
hungry  fish  would  seize  uneatable  substances  so 
long  as  they  were  quickly  moving  in  the  water. 
Pennant  relates  that  halibut  have  twice  been 
known  to  take  a sounding-lead.  Even  real  food 
when  lying  at  rest  on  the  bottom  apparently 
ceases  to  be  sought  for.  Bass,  bream,  dory,  boar- 
fish,  lump-sucker,  and  pollack  were  never  seen  to 
eat  food  after  it  had  fallen  to  the  bottom  of  the 
tank.  Mr.  Bateson  says,  “ In  fact,  it  is  probably 
exceptional  for  an  ordinary  freely  swimming  fish, 
which  hunts  by  sight,  to  seek  food  which  is  not 
in  supension,  for  nearly  all  those  that  have  the 
power  of  feeding  on  the  bottom  either  possess 
organs  of  touch,  as  the  gurnard  and  pouting,  or 
movable  eyes,  as  the  wrasses  and  pipe-fishes,  or 
else  have  the  eyes  peculiarly  placed,  as  the  flat- 
fishes and  blennies.”  {Ibid,  p.  244). 

We  therefore  arrive  at  the  following  conclu- 
sions. First,  although  some  provision  should  be 
made  for  over-cautious  and  not-too-hungry 
individuals,  the  odour  and  taste  of  bait  for  sight- 
hunting fishes  is  not  of  great  moment.  Secondly, 
except  when  at  the  bottom,  the  bait  for  such 
fishes  should  be  kept  in  continual  motion. 
Thirdly,  the  motion  should  resemble  as  closely  as 
possible  that  of  the  real  food.  For  this  class  of 
fish,  therefore,  a good  artificial  bait  should  satisfy 
the  above  conditions.  Might  not  a trial,  there- 
fore, be  made  with  a selection  of  hooks,  formed 
to  roughly  resemble  some  favourite  article  of  fish 
food,  say  a lug  or  a rag  worm,  or  a laut,  or 
lamprey,  &c.,  with  a portion  only  of  the  hook 
exposed  to  receive  a small  particle  of  real  bait- 
food  ? This  would  give  tho  fish  something  to 
feel,  taste,  or  smell,  and  economise  the  use  of 
bait.  Possibly  something  might  be  dono  to  1 
impart  a life-like  motion  to  lino  bait. 


An  important  point  in  the  economical  use  of 
existing  bait  supplies  is  an  applied  knowledge  of 
how  to  use  all  sorts  of  bait,  so  that,  when  one 
fails,  another  can  be  used.  The  demand  for  bait- 
food  is  thus  distributed  over  a wider  area,  and 
any  one  supply  is  less  likely  to  be  over-taxed. 
Observations  made  in  America,  Sweden,  and  in 
this  country,  however,  show  that  the  best  bait 
alone  is  practically  known  to  local  fishermen ; 
and  other  baits  at  hand,  or  easily  procurable,  are 
often  neglected.  Consequently,  when  the  chief 
bait  fails,  the  fisherman  is  without  employment. 
Occasionally  a stranger  arrives,  and  astonishes 
the  local  men  by  catching  fish  with  a new  bait. 
Then  the  force  of  example  may  introduce  a 
change,  but  as  often  as  not  the  native  goes  on  as 
before. 

A second  road  to  economy  is  the  knowledge  of 
the  different  baits  suitable  to  the  different  seasons 
of  the  year.  Fish  are  not  always  eating  the  same 
kind  of  food,  and  a knowledge  of  what  they  are 
seeking  at  any  given  time  may  often  lead  to 
changing  a bait  that  would  be  useless  and  wasted 
for  one  that  is  deadly  then,  though  at  another 
time  worthless.  For  instance,  cod  off  the  Lofoden 
Islands  may  at  one  season  be  caught  with  lug- 
worm,  but  when  the  young  herring  come  the  lug 
is  useless,  for  the  cod  are  then  pursuing  the  fry 
and  will  not  look  at  a worm.  This  fact  is  so  well 
known  among  the  Scandinavian  fishermen  that 
for  the  various  schools  of  cod  they  have  different 
names,  derived  from  the  kinds  of  bait  on  which 
they  live  during  the  fishing  season.  Thus  we 
hear  them  speak  of  the  clam-school,  herring- 
school,  a squid-school,  &c. 

A third  aid  lies  in  the  preservation  of  bait  by 
artificial  means,  such  as  antiseptics  (dry  process), 
salting,  and  freezing.  In  experimenting  with 
squid  on  a small  scale,  Mr.  Bateson  found  that 
“ it  could  easily  be  preserved  for  about  a month 
by  cutting  it  open,  cleaning,  and  drying  it  with  a 
cloth,  and  then  powdering  it  with  boracic  acid 
and  flour.  The  squid  was  apparently  unchanged, 
and  was  in  excellent  condition  for  bait.  . . . 

On  a small  scale  pilchards  were  preserved  for 
three  weeks  in  the  same  way  with  boracic  acid 
and  flour,  and  were  satisfactory  as  bait  for 
conger.  I succeeded  also,”  he  says,  “ in  catching 
mackerel  at  the  time  when  they  were  feeding 
near  the  bottom  (August  and  September)  with 
preserved  pilchard  and  preserved  squid  (used 
together).  . .” 

As  to  salted  squid  and  pilchards,  Mr.  Bateson 
remarks,  “ They  are  used,  but  are  very  unsatis- 
factory.” Possibly,  this  may  be  due  to  ignorance 
of  the  proper  method  of  salting  for  this  special 
purpose.  It  is  undoubtedly  a fact  that  in  the 
United  States  salted  clams  are  used  for  the  cod 
fisheries,  and  successfully  also  in  the  mackerel 
fisheries.  One  of  the  principal  American  baits 
for  haddock  is  menhaden  slivers  salted. 

In  the  matter  of  freezing  bait,  Mr.  F.  Hughes 
in  1891  made  the  following  experiment.  “ A 
number  of  squid  were  cleaned  and  placed  in  an 
air-tight  jar,  a small  quantity  of  dry  boracic 
acid  being  sprinkled  over  them  ; this  jar  was  then 
surrounded  with  a mixture  of  ice  and  salt,  so 
that  the  temperature  did  not  rise  above  28degs. 
F.  At  the  end  of  about  a fortnight  the  jar  was 
opened,  and  the  water  which  had  accumulated 
at  the  bottom  poured  out ; the  jar  was  again 
closed  and  kept  for  three  weeks  in  ice,  the  squid 
was  then  of  a pink  colour,  but  was  quite  fresh, 
and  fifty  hooks  baited  with  it  caught  four  conger, 
while  fifty  with  natural  bait  caught  only,  one 
conger  and  two  pollack.  This  shows  conclusively 
that  squid  can  be  kept  for  a considerable  time  in 
a frozen  condition,  and,  if  this  process  could  be 
carried  out  on  a larger  scale,  with  refrigerating 
apparatus,  the  expense  need  not  be  very  great.” 

In  concluding  this  review  of  the  subject,  the 
writer  trusts  it  may  help  to  deepen  interest  in 
the  only  industry  of  note  which  in  this  country 
has  never  received  the  aid  of  technical  education. 
As  the  late  honorary  president  of  the  Fishermen's 
Federation  asserts,  technical  free  education  and 
training  for  fishermen  should  be  provided,  and 
would  prove  a national  economy.  Anyone  in- 
terested in  this  matter  is  invited  to  communicate 
with  the  writer. 

Kingswoar,  South  Devon. 
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WHAT  WE  KNOW  OF  THE  LOBSTER. 

By  Fred  Mat  her. 

Within  the  past  five  years  we  have  learned 
much  of  the  life  history  of  the  common  American 
lobster  that  is  new,  the  most  important  item 
being  a discovery  of  its  spawning  habits,  which 
will  simplify  our  attempts  to  hatch  this  valuable 
crustacean  on  a large  scale.  We  knew  that  the 
female  lobster  carried  a mass  of  eggs  under  her 
abdomen  or  “ tail,”  as  it  is  improperly  called, 
and  that  they  hatched  there,  or  that  we  could 
hatch  them  under  proper  conditions  of  tempera- 
ture and  density  of  water,  and  there  our  know- 
ledge of  lobster  propagation  ended.  There  are 
many  other  things  about  the  life  of  the  lobster 
that  are  not  popularly  known,  and  without  going 
into  a technical  description  of  its  anatomy,  we 
may  find  much  to  interest  us  in  its  habits, 
development,  mode  of  reproduction,  and  other 
incidents,  from  its  emergence  from  the  egg  to  its 
capture  for  market,  where  we  will  leave  it  to 
the  mercies  of  the  chef  and  the  lesser  deities  who 
preside  over  our  kitchens. 

To  begin  at  the  beginning  is  difficult.  It  recalls 
the  old  problem,  “ Which  was  first,  the  egg  or 
the  hen  ? ” But  in  order  to  break  into  the  life 
circle  we  will  begin  with  a small  lobster  of  a few 
months  old,  say  in  September.  The  temperature 
is  lowering  and  no  more  growth  is  to  be  made 
until  next  year;  therefore  a gradual  movement 
toward  deeper  water  is  begun  in  order  to  be 
beyond  reach  of  the  rapidly  cooling  waters  near 
shore  and  to  get  below  the  influence  of  frosts,  as 
the  tortoises,  frogs,  and  some  of  our  land 
mammals  do.  At  this  time  our  young  lobster 
will  measure  from  lin.  to  2in.,  exclusive  of  the 
claws,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  food 
and  the  date  of  hatching,  the  latter  being 
entirely  a question  of  temperature.  Living  at  a 
depth  where  there  is  sufficient  warmth  to  sustain 
life,  but  not  enough  to  rouse  much  of  an  appetite, 
our  young  lobster  lives  through  the  winter  with- 
out making  any  growth,  and  in  the  spring  crawls 
up,  as  the  waters  warm,  into  the  shallows,  and 
begins  to  feed  on  such  animal  forms,  alive  or 
dead,  as  may  come  within  its  reach. 

Incased  in  a hard,  unyielding  shell  which  does 
not  grow,  it  may  be  compared  to  a knight  in 
armour,  who  would  be  obliged  to  get  a new  suit 
if  he  should  outgrow  the  old  one  ; therefore,  after 
accumulating  a store  of  material  for  growth,  the 
shell  either  splits  up  the  back  of  the  carapace  or 
the  latter  separates  from  the  first  ring  or  segment 
of  the  abdomen  and  the  hinder  portion  of  the 
animal  is  withdrawn,  and  then,  with  great  labour, 
the  forward  parts  follow,  and  the  lobster  lies  soft 
and  helpless,  a toothsome  morsel  for  any  preda- 
tory fish  that  may  chance  along;  but  instinct 
teaches  the  lobster  that  down  among  the  crevices 
of  the  rocks  is  a sanctuary,  and  there  it  remains 
for  several  days  until  the  skin  hardens  into  a new 
shell  and  it  can  again  fearlessly  face  its  enemies 
in  search  of  food.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to 
witness  this  operation  several  times  while  con- 
nected with  the  New  York  Aquarium,  Thirty- 
fifth -street  and  Broadway,  in  1876-78,  and 
twice  since  in  lobster  cars  in  Vineyard 
Sound,  and  it  is  wonderful  what  a great 
increase  in  size  takes  place  at  once  after 
the  animal  leaves  its  shell.  Another  wonder 
is  how  the  great  claws  are  drawn  through  the 
very  small  joints,  one  or  two  of  which  split 
lengthwise  while  others  seem  to  soften  and 
expand  enough  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  claws. 
When  we  realise  that  the  lining  of  the  stomach 
is  attached  to  and  cast  with  the  old  shell  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  change  of  armour  is  a com- 
plicated and  difficult  process,  not  unattended 
with  danger.  The  new  shell  is  often  to  be  seen 
under  the  old  one,  and  then  the  lobster  is  in  the 
same  condition  as  the  “ shedder  ” crab,  so  eagerly 
bought  by  salt  water  anglers  for  bait,  the  body 
being  somewhat  shrunken  from  the  shell.  After 
casting  the  shell,  the  lobster  resembles  the  “ soft  ” 
crab,  which  is  so  esteemed  by  the  epicure  that 
they  are  sold  at  many  times  the  price  of  the 
“ hard  ” crab.  These  names  apply  to  the  common 
edible  or  “ blue  crab  ” of  the  Atlantic  coast,  at 
different  periods  of  growth. 

There  is  a singular  prejudice  among  lobster- 
men  against  eating  a soft  lobster  which  does  not 
extend  to  epicures.  I have  eaten  of  them  when 
soft,  and  think  them  excellent ; surely,  the 


animal  is  fat  and  in  prime  condition  or  it  would 
not  shed  preparatory  to  taking  on  greater  size. 
Just  how  long  it  may  take  for  the  new  shell  to 
harden  may  depend  on  temperature  or  other  con- 
ditions. One  in  the  New  York  Aquarium,  in 
summer,  became  quite  hard  in  about  twenty 
hours,  and  took  food  the  third  day  after  shedding. 
There  seems  to  be  a provision  of  Nature  that  the 
female  shall  not  cast  her  shell  until  the  eggs  are 
hatched,  otherwise  they  would  be  lost,  as  they  are 
greedily  devoured  by  eels  and  other  fish.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  I will  cite  the  fact  that  the  law 
of  Massachusetts  forbids  “ berried  ” lobsters  to 
be  sent  to  market.  The  honest  lobsterman,  there- 
fore, puts  such  a lobster  in  a car  which  has  holes 
large  enough  to  admit  eels,  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  she  can  be  sent  to  market  in  compliance 
with  the  law,  for  she  will  have  no  eggs  left. 

I have  purposely  skipped  from  the  little  lobster 
that  we  left  foraging  on  his  first  spring  campaign 
to  the  habits  of  the  adult,  which  are  the  same, 
because  we  know  nothing  of  the  rate  of  growth 
beyond  the  first  season.  We  know  that  lobsters 
shed  their  shells  at  irregular  times  during  most 
of  the  year,  more  frequently  in  the  warmer 
portions,  and  that  this  only  occurs  because  the 
creature  is  growing  and  its  armour  is  not  large 
enough.  Just  how  old  a marketable  lobster  of 
21b.  to  101b.  may  be  no  man  knows,  and  such 
knowledge  could  only  be  obtained  by  rearing 
them  in  confinement,  and  then  it  might  not  be 
conclusive  under  different  circumstances  of  food 
and  temperature,  and  the  casting  of  the  shell 
forbids  marking  individuals. 

The  female  spawns  but  once  in  two  years. 
Notes  made  on  the  eggs  of  lobsters  in  the  New 
York  Aquarium  show  that  they  hatched  before 
July,  or  when  the  water  reached  a temperature 
of  about  60  deg.  Fah.  In  1891  I began  the 
hatching  of  lobsters  for  the  New  York  State 
Fishery  Commission,  of  which  I am  one  of  the 
superintendents,  and  found  that  eggs  taken  from 
lobsters  from  the  middle  to  the  last  of  July  did 
not  hatch  that  year.  Then  it  seemed  as  if  the 
lobster  might  be  a biennial  spawner,  but  I did 
not  dare  to  say  so.  A report  of  my  observations 
sent  to  Professor  Samuel  Carman,  of  the  Museum 
of  Comparative  Zoology,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
brought  a letter  dated  Aug.  30,  1892,  compli- 
menting my  studies  on  the  life  history  of  the 
lobster,  and  inclosing  a printed  report  to  the 
Massachusetts  Fish  Commission,  dated  Dec.  17, 
1891,  in  which  he  shows  that  his  investigations 
proved  that  the  lobster  spawned  but  once  in  two 
years.  Therefore,  I have  solid  backing  in  making 
the  statement  that  heads  this  paragraph. 

Since  this  I have  taken,  for  the  New  York 
Fishery  Commission,  a large  number  of  lobster 
eggs,  and  have  turned  out  this  year  from  Cold 
Spring  Harbour,  Long  Island,  177,000  young 
lobsters  into  the  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound. 
These  were  from  eggs  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  sent  to  market  with  the  parent  and 
have  been  boiled  and  thrown  away  with  the 
shells,  and  were  therefore  just  so  many  saved 
from  destruction,  and  given  a chance  to  struggle 
for  life.  There  is  no  law  in  the  State  of  New 
York  relating  to  “berried”  lobsters,  and  from 
what  is  said  above  of  the  Massachusetts  law,  it 
does  not  seem  that  one  would  be  advisable, 
unless  so  framed  that  the  lobsterman  should  take 
the  eggs  from  the  lobster  and  either  keep  them  in 
a place  where  they  would  hatch,  or,  better  yet, 
save  them  for  an  agent  of  the  Fishery  Commis- 
sion, who  could  collect  them  at  intervals,  and 
would  reward  the  lobsterman  sufficiently  to  make 
him  interested  to  turn  in  as  many  good  eggs  as 
possible. 

The  eggs,  which,  as  before  said,  are  carried  on 
the  appendages  under  the  abdomen,  number 
fifteen  to  the  linear  inch,  and  measure  6090  to 
the  fluid  ounce,  are  attached  not  only  to  the 
swimmarets,  but  also  to  each  other  by  threads, 
and  are  aerated  by  an  almost  constant  motion  of 
the  appendages,  and  in  confinement  many  eggs 
are  loosened  and  fall  off,  perhaps  from  the  habit 
that  the  parent  has  of  poking  among  them  with 
her  legs.  In  the  spider  crab  this  poking  is  not 
only  frequent,  but  the  eggs  are  eaten  by  the 
parent,  at  least  when  in  confinement,  but  I have 
never  seen  a lobster  eat  its  eggs.  It  has  been 
said  that  lobsters  spawn  at  all  times  of  the  year. 
This  is  not  so,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  as 
active  in  winter  and  do  not  feed  as  much 
1 as  in  summer,  and  also  because  the  young  do 


not  hatch  until  the  water  reaches  a tempera- 
ture of  about  60  deg.  Fall.,  ‘which  in  Long 
Island  Sound  might  occur  after  the/  lattef 
part  of  May,  and  in  that  region  the  hatching 
season  is  over  by  the  middle  of  July,  and 
as  the  mother  has  been  feeding  while  carrying  her 
eggs,  she  can  then  shed  her  shell  and  begin  to 
develop  the  so-called  “ coral  ” that  epicures  prize, 
which  will  form  the  eggs  to  be  laid  the  second 
year.  The  fact  that  female  lobsters  bearing  eggs 
outside  while  others  have  the  coral  inside  are 
taken  in  winter,  supports  the  theory  of  biennial 
spawning.  On  Aug.  16,  1893,  I took  a lobster 
from  a car  which  the  owner  told  me  had  spawned 
two  days  before.  The  microscope  could  detect 
nothing  in  the  eggs,  because  the  yolk  filled  them 
entirely.  Four  days  later  the  yolk  had  shrunken 
and  the  “ mulberry  ” stage  could  be  seen  in  the 
clear  space,  and  by  the  25th  the  eye  was  visible. 
The  eggs  are  dark  when  first  laid,  and  grow 
lighter  in  colour  as  they  develop.  From  this 
until  October  no  change  was  seen.  The  water 
growing  cooler,  the  mother  did  not  take  as  much 
food  as  before,  but  seemed  to  be  as  pugnacious  as 
ever,  showing  fight  to  anyone  who  approached 
the  glass.  At  present  writing  she  is  living  in  a 
tank  about  12in.  by  18in.,  and  may  live  all 
winter. 

She  had  been  plugged  in  the  claws  to  prevent 
danger  in  handling,  as  is  usual,  but  I removed 
the  plugs,  and  she  can  now  use  her  claws  as  well 
as  ever. 

When  our  little  lobster  comes  from  the  egg  an 
inexperienced  eye  might  easily  suppose  it  to  be  a 
young  shrimp  or  any  other  crustacean,  for,  unlike 
its  fresh-water  prototype,  the  crawfish,  which  at 
hatching  resembles  its  parent  in  everything  but 
size,  the  young  lobster  is  in  an  embryo  or  larval 
state,  as  much  so  as  an  embryo  trout,  which  has 
no  resemblance  to  its  parent.  It  moults  perhaps 
four  to  six  times  during  the  first  ten  days  of  its 
life,  and  makes,  according  to  Professor  S.  I. 
Smith,  of  Yale,  three  changes  of  form  in  this 
time  before  getting  the  large  claws  and  assuming 
the  shape  of  its  parents.  They  swim  throughout 
all  these  changes  and  perhaps  long  after,  which 
makes  it  certain  that  a plant  of  young  made  at  a 
particular  spot  may  be  repeated  many  times 
without  danger  of  overstocking  that  locality,  for 
as  they  swim  away  the  tides  and  currents  scatter 
them,  and  when  the  time  comes  to  settle  down  to 
steady  habits  they  are  wide  apart.  Still,  as 
the  plantings  made  by  me  for  the  New  York 
Fishery  Commission  were  all  made  at  Cold  Spring 
Harbour,  on  the  south  shore  of  Long  Island 
Sound,  some  fifteen  miles  west  of  the  middle  of 
that  body  of  water,  the  varying  tides  would  not 
take  the  little  swimmers  outside  its  limits, 
because  the  returning  tide  would  bring  them 
back  again.  Therefore  there  is  no  doubt  about 
the  value  of  saving  the  lobster  eggs  and  planting 
them  in  the  Sound.  Of  course  some  of  the  New 
York  lobsters  may  cross  the  Sound  and  be  taken 
in  Connecticut  traps,  just  as  New  York  salmon 
and  shad  are  taken  by  fishermen  of  New  Jersey, 
but  that  is  not  a thing  to  be  considered  seriously. 

A very  natural  question  for  a reader  to  ask  at 
this  point,  is  : “ Why  don’t  you  retain  the  youth- 
ful lobster  until  it  ceases  to  swim,  and  settles 
down  to  crawling,  and  thereby  stock  a certain 
district  in  which  your  State,  that  pays  for  the 
work,  is  interested?”  To  this  I should  reply 
that  would  be  the  proper  and  most  correct  thing 
to  do,  but  in  practice  we  find  that  there  is  a factor 
that  will  not  be  left  out  of  our  calculations,  and 
this  factor  is  cannibalism. 

( To  be  continued.) 


Tiie  River  Ness  has  not  been  so  low  at  this 
season  for  many  years,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
estuary  fish  are  to  be  seen  in  great  numbers, 
awaiting  an  opportunity  to  run  up  the  river.  Not- 
withstanding the  unfavourable  state  of  matters 
good  sport  continues  to  be  had  at  Ness-side,  and 
on  the  Ness  Castle  waters.  Bishop  Granville  and 
party  had  nineteen  grilse  on  the  Ness-side  water 
during  the  week.  On  the  Ness  Castle  water,  six- 
teen fish  were  got.  On  the  Dochfour  section  sport 
was  also  good.  The  locals  on  the  free  day  got 
three  grilse,  and  in  the  tidal  part  of  the  river 
some  capital  kills  of  sea  trout,  which  are  plentiful, 
are  pretty  steadily  being  got.  The  heaviest 
salmon  caught  by  the  rod  during  the  past  six 
days  weighed  from  161b.  to  2511b. — Mac. 
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THE  MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Last  year  about  this  timo  we  gave  four  very 
pretty  views  from  (lie  Manor  Fishery,  C'aiutor, 
Lincolnshire.  Wo  have  now  much  pleasure  in 
presenting  our  readors  with  Bomo  additional 
pictures. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that,  notwithstanding 
increasing  competition  in  pisciculture,  the  Manor 
Fishery  more  than  holds  its  own,  and  sends  out 
every  year  enlarged  supplies  of  all  kinds  of 
British  fresh-water  fishe°. 


galvanized  steel,  and  weigh  about  1501b.  empty, 
or  1 .Jcwt.  moderately  full  of  water.  They  are 
supplied  from  the  fishery,  carriage  paid,  for 
twenty  shillings  each,  and  are  very  useful  to 
clubs  and  fisheries  for  the  transport  of  fish  from 
one  pond  to  another. 

Fish,  as  a rule,  are  supplied  in  rotation,  but 
before  waters  can  be  netted  the  weeds  must  be 
cut,  and  collection  is  often  absolutely  stopped 
during  periods  of  frost  and  flood.  Orders  are 


are  most  rapid  growers,  yield  splendid  sport, 
and  cut  as  pink  as  salmon. 

Oentlemen  requiring  fish  are  advised  to  send 
orders  as  early  in  the  season  as  possible,  for  at  the 
end  of  the  same  there  is  usually  such  a rush  that 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  take  or  execute  them. 

Orders  for  less  than  £1  worth  are  not  usually 
entered,  and  it  does  not  often  answer  to  supply 
small  mixed  lots  for  aquariums,  or  to  forward 
baits  to  anglers. 


TOP  POND  IN  GARDEN.  BOTTOM  POND  IN  GARDEN. 


As  evidences  of  the  success  with  which  opera- 
tions are  carried  out,  we  may  state  that  all  orders 
booked  last  season,  with  the  exception  of  about 
£5  worth,  were  duly  executed,  and  out  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  supplied  not  £2  worth 
were  lost  in  transit. 

One  nobleman  took  6500  yearling  trout,  and 
another  50,000  trout  fry,  and,  so  far  as  the 
keepers  could  ascertain,  not  one  of  these  fish 
arrived  dead,  though  the  journeys  were  both 


therefore  booked  in  advance  and  executed  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permit. 

The  supply  of  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  minnows, 
tench,  perch,  and  some  kinds  of  carp  is  practically 
unlimited,  but  the  stock  of  bream,  chub,  rudd, 
pike,  &c.,  is  more  restricted.  To  obviate  this 
additional  ponds  have  been  stocked  with  the 
latter  fishes,  but  it  will  be  a year  or  two  before 
full  results  can  be  obtained. 

Yearling  trout  run  from  3in.  to  Gin,  and  two- 


It  is  rigidly  enacted  that  not  a faulty  fish  shall 
knowingly  be  sent  away  from  the  fishery,  but 
certain  kinds  of  fish  such  as  roach  and  rudd.  the 
scales  of  which  come  off  easily,  are  sometimes 
damaged  in  transit,  or  handled  roughly  at  the 
journey’s  end.  It  cannot  be  impressed  too 
strongly  upon  customers  that  fish  must  be 
treated  tenderly. 

Delivery  usually  begins  in  October,  and,  with 
few  exceptions,  ends  it  April.  The  safe  arrival  of 


severe  ones.  The  first  lot  went  in  thirty  of  Mr. 
Ford’s  new  Perfection  carriers,  and  the  second 
lot  in  ten. 

To  accomplish  such  excellent  results  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  manager  to  have  a 
free  hand  as  to  the  timo  and  method  of  delivery, 
for  owing  to  the  many  kinds  (about  twenty-five) 
supplied,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  separate  sorts 
in  stock  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

The  Perfection  carriers  are  made  of  the  best 


year-old  ditto  from  Gin.  to  Din.,  coarse  fish  vary 
mainly  from  2in.  to  Sin.  or  9Ln.,  but  larger  ones 
are  occasionally  supplied.  Pike  and  eels  now  and 
then  reach  24in.  or  more.  One  consignment  of 
twenty-five  tench  last  year  reached  the  fine 
average  of  3£lb.  each. 

The  parent  trout  were  originally  obtained  from 
(lie  best  English  and  Scotch  waters,  but  the  pet 
fish  are  a cross  botweon  tho  best  English  fario 
and  some  from  Lough  Neagh  in  Ireland.  These 


all  fish  is  guaranteed,  subject  alono  to  the  buyer 
carrying  out  the  consigner’s  instructions. 

In  addition  to  fish  Mr.  Ford  supplies  food  for 
the  same,  also  water  plants,  molluscs,  and  shrimps, 
and  ho  has  recently  put  on  the  markot  a now 
article  for  ground-bait,  which  is  highly  spokon 
of,  and  is  finding  a good  salo.  Advice  per  post 
is  usually  given  gratis,  or  visits  of  inspection 
made  on  reasonable  terms.  Price  lists  can  always 
be  had  on  application. 
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gcofcl)  Holes. 

By  Mac. 

Anglers  on  the  free  water  of  the  Tay  about 
Perth  have  during  the  week  caught  a consider- 
able number  of  very  fine  salmon  in  addition  to  a 
fair  head  of  grilse.  On  Saturday  one  gentleman 
had  four  fish,  181b.,  191b.,  201b.,  and  301b. 


I hear  that  “ some  very  good  sport  with 
salmon  still  continues  to  be  had  on  the  Deveron, 
although  the  water  has  now  got  very  clear.  The 
different  reaches  are  mostly  all  very  well  stocked 
with  fish,  but  until  there  is  sufficient  rain  to  put 
the  water  up  a few  feet,  angling,  instead  of 
improving,  mutt  steadily  fall  off.  What  is  wanted 
is  a spate  to  bring  forward  the  fish  that  are  work- 
ing in  thousands  in  the  inshore  waters  near  the 
mouth  of  the . river.  The  fish  that  are  up  at 
present  would  afterwards  take  better,  and  there 
would  then  be  plenty  of  fresh-run  ones,  which, 
being  freer  risers  and  a better  complexion 
altogether,  would  give  the  angler  additional  zest 
to  pursue  his  much-cherished  pastime.” 


A Huntly  friend  writes  : “ We  had  a big  fish- 
ing party  yesterday  up  to  the  romantic  Cabrach, 
where  some  gentle,  loquacious  anglers  from  the 
south  have  chevied  the  trouties  in  the  brisk 
springtime.  Mr.  Yule,  of  the  London  Stock 
Exchange,  annually  has  a party  made  up  to  go  for 
a day  to  these  upper  waters  of  the  Deveron.  On 
this  latest  occasion  thirteen  of  us  started,  but  the 
day,  though  beautiful  for  an  outing,  turned  out  a 
very  poor  one  for  fishing,  the  total  take  had 
amongst  the  thirteen  rods  being  only  three 
salmoD,  which  were  got  by  Messrs.  Jamieson, 
Fraser,  and  Downie.  After  the  day’s  fishing  the 
party  dined  at  Mrs.  Watt’s,  Richmond  Arms 
Hotel,  Cabrach  (the  Grouse  Inn  to  wit),  where, 
under  the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  Yule,  they 
spent  a most  pleasant  evening.” 


Mr.  Ritchie,  of  the  Udney  Arms  Hotel,  New- 
burgh, Aberdeenshire,  writes  : “ On  the  Ythan 
Tidal  all  over  ‘ good  sport  ’ with  sea  trout  con- 
tinues to  be  the  general  remark.  The  low  state 
of  the  river  offers  no  inducement  to  the  fish  to 
leave  the  estuary,  which  accordingly  is  stocked 
unusually  well,  even  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
Mr.  Hector,  London,  in  addition  to  a fair  basket 
of  sea  trout,  killed,  on  Thursday,  a fine  grilse, 
•5flb.,  and  amongst  others  who  have  been  doing 
well  are  Mr.  Gribble,  London  ; Dr.  McLean,  Wey- 
mouth ; Capt.  Black,  R.A.,  London ; and  Capt. 
Georges,  Aberdeen.”  

The  season  for  angling  for  good  or  seasonable 
fish  in  Sutherlandshire  and  Caithness-shire  every- 
where except  (with  water)  on  the  Brora  for 
autumn  salmon,  and  here  and  there  near  the  coast 
for  sea  trout,  is  now  practically  at  an  end,  and 
the  annual  close  time  in  the  case  of  a number  of 
rivers  has  commenced. 


Mr.  David  Murray,  the  well  known  angler  and 
fishing  tackle  maker  in  Brechin,  writes  : “ The 
angling  in  the  rivers  North  and  South  Esk  is  but 
a name,  for  it  has  been  no  reality  this  autumn  as 
yet.  I never  saw  nor  heard  of  the  like  before. 
No  water,  no  fish,  truly  describes  the  state  of 
matters.  We  have  got  a nice  new  goil  put  into 
the  dyke  on  the  South  Esk  near  Brechin  Bridge, 
but  as  yet  it  has  been  useless  because  of  there 
being  not. enough  water  to  let  fish  manage  to  get 
up.  Occasional  takes  of  finnock,  which  for  a time 
promised  splendidly,  were  got  on  the  South  Esk 
last  month,  but  I have  heard  of  no  salmon 
being  caught — at  least  by  fair  means.  On  both 
rivers  the  rippie  has  been  plied  with  some  effect. 
Some  Brechiners  were  fined  the  other  day 
for  chasing  and  taking  salmon  with  the 
gaff.  Low  down  the  North  Esk  salmon 
disease  is  very  bad  at  present.  With  such 
low  water  as  is  at  present  the  fish  you  can  under- 
stand are  all  in  confined  space,  not  getting  past 
the  Morthie  and  Craigo  dykes  which  clean  pre- 
vent their  ascent.  Therefore  with  all  the  fish 
that  come  in  fresh  from  the  sea  the  result  is  what 
one  would  expect — they  catch  the  disease  in  no 
time  by  contact  with  the  diseased  fish.  Really  in 
every  phase  matters  are  too  disheartening  for  me 
to  further  enlarge  upon.” 


Writetii  the  Mackay  : “It  is  just  twelve  years 
ago  since  there  was  such  a blight  in  the  autumn 
season  as  is  being  presently  experienced,  and 
from  the  same  cause — drought.  Mr.  Scott  had 
the  Durris  water  then,  for  which  he  paid  the  tidy 
sum  of  £300,  and  his  net  catch  was  one  solitary 
salmon  of  some  101b.,  and  this  on  the  last 
day  of  the  fishing.  Matters  are  not  just  so 
bad  in  the  present  case,  and  although  there  is 
no  hope  of  even  a fair  minimum  average  fishing 
being  made  all  over,  yet  with  a slight  fill  now 
some  grand  sport  would  undoubtedly  be  had,  as 
a crumb  of  comfort  in  an  otherwise  unlucky 
season.  The  best  bit  of  sport  agoing  just  now 
has  been  had  on  the  Kincardine  and  Borrowstone 
waters.  Mr.  Courage,  London,  and  Captain 
Alexander  have  creeled  some  twenty-two  fish 
between  them  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b.  Needless 
to  say  that  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-two  have 
been  had  to  the  prawn,  but  better  some  fish  than 
an  empty  dish.  I saw  a lovely  cast  of  a 42^1b. 
beauty  in  Mr.  Water’s  naturalist’s  workshop  at 
Aboyne  the  other  day.  It  is  perfect  in  colouring, 
and  as  a specimen  of  workmanship  in  taking  off 
a natural  cast  cannot  be  excelled.  It  goes  to  Glen 
Tana  as  an  addition  to  Sir  William  Brook’s  exten- 
sive collection  of  trophies  of  the  chase.  I hear  from 
the  Don  that  things  are  going  from  bad  to  worse. 
The  only  pickings  of  sport  last  week,  William 
Davidson,  overseer  to  Brown,  the  lessee  of  the 
Grandholm  water,  had  a 20-pounder  on  Thurs- 
day ; the  Messrs.  Deverell,  who  have  a ticket 
each  from  Mann,  of  the  Grand  Hotel,  three  fish, 
of  81b.,  101b.,  and  141b.,  on  same  water,  while 
Laing  had  one,  and  Walker  another  on  the  Cruives 
section.  Baillie  Mearns,  the  genial  trawler 
kiDg,  along  with  his  friend  Mr.  George  Gordon, 
timber  merchant,  Aberdeen,  had  a day  on  the 
Ythan  on  Saturday,  and  failing  sea  trout  and 
finnock,  for  which  they  did  not  try,  they  bagged 
the  Ythan  life-boat  carriage  for  their  demonstra- 
tion in  Aberdeen  on  Saturday,  the  27th.  So 
runs  the  Baillie’s  letter.” 


The  rod  fishing — closed  some  time  ago  on  a 
number  of  far  north  rivers,  and  the  other  day  on 
the  Findhorn — terminates  for  the  year  on  Monday 
next  on  several  of  the  most  important  autumn 
salmon  angling  rivers  of  Scotland  ; for  instance, 
Ness,  Spey,  and  Tay ; as  also  on  Beauly, 
Dunbeath,  Shin,  Oykel,  Aenig,  Cassley,  Carron, 
Lossie,  Nairn,  and  Glen-More. 

Finnock  fishing  is  at  a dead  standstill  every- 
where in  Scotland  at  present,  except  here  and 
there  on  tideways  and  the  verges  thereof,  where 
in  general  it  is  likewise  very  poor. 

The  following  wonderful  yarn,  remarkable 
alike  for  its  senselessness  and  its  audacity,  has 
appeared  in  some  of  the  Scotch  newspapers.  One 
having  the  least  knowledge  of  the  salmon  disease 
— its  origin  and  the  causes  conducing  to  extend  it 
and  intensify  it — would  never  have  so  befooled 
himself  as  to  pen  such  a production.  As  it  is, 
the  salmon  of  the  North  Esk  are  well  enough 
cleared  out  by  Mr.  James  Johnstone,  of  Montrose, 
who  with  the  monstrous  dykes  to  intercept  the 
fish,  catches  every  one  of  the  thousands  of  them 
that  enter  the  river  in  spring.  The  dykes  are 
the  ruination  of  the  river  in  every  way ; they 
keep  back  all  the  fish  to  be  caught  by  the  nets  in 
spring  and  summer ; and  in  autumn  when  the 
water  is  low  they  also  keep  them  back  in  the  two 
or  three  miles  of  river  nearest  the  sea,  where 
they  catch  the  disease — every  one  of  them — and 
spread  it  all  along  the  river  among  those  that 
ascend  afterwards  with  the  later  spates  of 
autumn  and  early  winter.  The  disease  would  soon 
be  got  very  well  under  if  the  dykes  were 
“stamped  out,”  but  if  it  is  to  be  stamped 
out  before  the  dykes  are  removed  it  will  be 
necessary  to  stamp  out  all  the  salmon  first ! 
“ For  some  time  back  salmon  disease  of  a most 
virulent  type  has  broken  out  in  the  North  Esk, 
all  the  fish  which  have  ascended  the  river  being 
attacked.  The  river  is  very  small,  and  whenever 
the  fish  clear  the  tide  they  are  attacked  by  the 
disease.  In  one  pool  about  fifty  fish  have  been 
taken  out  by  the  watchmen  within  the  last  fort- 
night. There  are  various  opinions  as  to  the 
disease,  a practical  view  being  that  it  was  now 
about  time  to  have  it  stamped  out.  There  was 
no  disease  in  the  river  prior  to  the  last  Act  of 
Parliament,  which  brought  in  a Saturday 


“ slap,”  and  also  curtailed  the  net  fishing.  Fish 
have  been  late  this  season,  but  are  very 
numerous  in  the  sea,  and  only  require  a spate  to 
carry  them  up  the  river.  Scientific  men  have 
up  to  this  time  been  entirely  baffled,  and  the 
fact  that  disease  has  broken  out  has  caused  much 
disappointment  among  proprietors  and  fisher- 
men. Opinion  is  also  expressed  that  it  only 
requires  practical  men  to  meet  and  demand  that, 
instead  of  the  rivers  being  unfished  above  the 
tideway,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Archer,  inspector,  in 
his  last  report,  the  rivers  should  be  netted  in 
summer  and  legal  seasons  until  the  disease  is  got 
under.”  

The  Edinburgh  Corporation  Water  Trust  have 
in  contemplation  a scheme  for  an  additional 
supply  of  water  for  the  city  and  district,  which  it 
is  likely  will  be  taken  from  the  Tweed.  The 
Trust  resolved  the  other  day  that,  in  order  to 
secure  the  control  of  the  Twped  valley  and  give 
the  trustees  a locus  standi  in  Parliament  for  the 
purpose  of  a Bill,  Parliamentary  notices  be  given 
and  the  plans  lodged  forthwith,  subject  to  the 
ultimate  approval  of  the  scheme  by  the  corpora- 
tions, and  that  the  engineer  and  Parliamentary 
agents  be  instructed  accordingly. 

The  salmon  fishings  at  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Ness,  belonging  to  the  Inverness  Harbour 
Trustees,  were  yesterday  let  at  a rental  of  £131. 
The  former  rental  was  £178,  but  when  put  up  a 
month  ago  at  £100  there  was  no  offer.  They  have 
now  been  secured  by  Messrs.  Macdonald  ^ and 
Morrison,  who  also  lease  the  Friars  Shott 
fishings.  

Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  M.P.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Chairman  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
in  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Esslemont.  The 
appointment  causes  a vacancy  in  the  representa- 
tion of  Sutherlandshire. 

One  morning  last  week  the  Tweed  bailiffs,  in 
the  steamer  Test,  seized  a number  of  nets  set  in 
the  sea  for  the  capture  of  salmon  during  the 
annual  close  time.  Some  of  the  fishermen,  how- 
ever, managed  to  secure  their  nets  from  the 
bailiffs,  and  entangled  in  one  of  them  was  a 
shark,  inside  of  which  when  it  was  cut  open  was 
found  a salmon,  the  head  and  tail  of  which  only 
were  digested.  

The  Mackintosh  writes:  “At  this  period  of 
the  season  one  is  accustomed  to  a succession  of 
westerly  gales,  but  instead  of  that  the  finest 
weather  prevails.  This  state  of  matters,  with  a 
corresponding  falling  off  in  the  volume  of  water, 
would,  one  would  naturally  imagine,  affect  sport, 
but  the  following  facts  prove  otherwise,  at  least 
on  some  of  the  reaches  at  Rothes,  where  good 
sport  was  enjoyed  on  the  previous  week  also.  On 
Monday  Major  Grant,  Glengrant,  killed  four  fish 
scaling  141b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  71b. ; and  Mrs.  G rant 
one  of  61b.  and  three  grilse  of  31b.  each.  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  Stewart-Menzies,  of  Aikenway,  on  the 
same  water,  six  fish  weighing  161b , 14lb.,  91b., 
91b.,  61b.,  and  61b. ; and  on  the  following  day 
twelve  fish,  of  181b.,  181b.,  181b.,  161b.,  1Mb  , 111b., 
and  so  on  downwards.  With  water  rather  low 
and  but  in  fair  order,  twenty-seven  fish  to  a 
couple  of  rods  on  one  water  (the  Glengrant)  in 
four  days  is  not  so  bad,  is  it  ? ” 

All  the  famous  sea  trout  streams  of  Aberdeen- 
shire are  perfectly  useless  for  angling  just  now. 

It  is  reported  that  on  the  Dee,  near  the  old 
bridge,  a gang  of  small  mesh  netters,  with  one 
sweep  of  their  net,  netted  701b.  of  sea  trout  one 
night  about  a fortnight  ago. 

The  bold  head  keeper  to  the  chief  of  Balna- 
gown  deserves  all  praise  for  his  daring.  Last 
week  he  came  upon  eight  or  nine  kyle  sutors  and 
foreshore  shoclders  getting  a net  ready  to  sweep 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  of  its  salmon.  With  a 
yell  he  dashed  upon  them,  when  they  all  set  to 
flight,  leaving  their  net  behind  them  in  the 
hurry-scurry. 

The  “ rippie  ” is  getting  swung  over  the  salmon 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  but  at  present 
with  not  much  effect,  as  the  beasties  are  “ gey 
thin  sawn ! ” 
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SOME  NOTICES  OP  FISH  INC 
TACKLE. 


Missis.  Henry  'Milhaud  A Sons,  of  Wash  ford 
14  ills,  Reddifech,  send  us  what  they  call  the 
Angler  s Spinner,  with  respect  to  which  they 
say:  “ Wo  claim  lor  this  spinner  that  it  is  tho 
simplest,  strongest,  and  most  effective  ever  placed 
on  tho  market,  and  the  price  at  which  it  is  offerod 
lower  than  that  of  any  other  spinner  ever  pro- 
duced. When  we  state  that  the  whole  is  made 
of  tempered  cast  steel,  rust  proof,  it  is  obvious 
that  this  spinner  will  stand  a great  deal  of  wear. 
I he  sketches  below  show  the  spinner  mounted 
and  unmounted.  Tho  spring  wires,  “ A,”  which 
are  of  tempered  steel,  close  into  the  flesh  of  the 


bait,  which  it  holds  more  securely  than  any  other 
material.  The  steel  stem  is  passed  through  the 
body  of  the  bait.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the 
greatest  improvements  on  the  old  Chapman  spin- 
ner that  we  have  yet  seen.  We  would  suggest  to 
Messrs.  Milward  that  the  steel  stem  seems  un- 
necessarily heavy,  and  would  be  better  if  made 
flat  and  more  pliable.  The  illustration  so  fully 
shows  the  nature  of  the  spinner  that  we  need  say 
no  more  about  it. 


A very  smart  and  effective  spring  gag  and  dis- 
gorger  has  been  sent  to  us  by  Messrs.  A.  Crookes 
& Co.,  of  Eckington,  Rotherham.  The  illus- 
tration shows  how  it  is  used — the  points  of  the 


We  have  more  than  once  referred  to  the 
I1  eatherstone  I'atent  Reel.”  We  understand 
that  the  sole  agency  for  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  J.  Gillett  & Co.,  of  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C., 
and  we  can  strongly  advise  any  of  our  readers 
who  would  like  to  see  it  to  send  its  value  in  money 
to  this  old-established  firm,  when  the  reel  will  be 
sent  on  approval.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  on 


the  market ; extremely  light  and  strong,  and  can 
be  taken  apart  in  a very  few  minutes,  while  the 
reel-plate  is  very  firmly  riveted,  thus  avoiding  all 
chance  of  its  working  loose,  as  it  so  often  does  in 
the  case  of  reels  merely  held  together  by  screws. 
Both  from  salmon  and  trout  anglers  we  have 
heard  nothing  but  praise  of  “ The  Featherstone.” 


Mr.  S.  Dale,  of  7,  St.  John-street,  Nottingham, 
sends  us  one  of  his  Nottingham-made,  superior 
finished,  cross-back  reels  (as  advertised)  and 
thirty  yards  of  pure  silk  plaited  line.  There  is 
nothing  special  to  say  about  them,  except  that 
they  are  very  well  made  and  exceedingly  cheap. 


While  on  the  subject  of  bait  cans  we  may 
mention  that  the  Through- Current  Live-Bait 
Can,  invented  by  Mr.  Bryan,  and  which  we  very 
favourably  noticed  last  year,  can  now  be  obtained 
of  Mr.  H.  Mellish,  102,  Uxbridge-road,  W. ; or  of 
the  inventor  at  32,  Godolphin-road,  W.  This  can 
is  so  constructed  that  when  placed  in  the  river 
or  lake  a current  of  water  passes  through  which 


keeps  the  baits  alive.  If  placed  under  a tap  and 
the  water  allowed  to  run  on  the  baits  during  the 
night,  the  water  escaping  at  the  side  or  sides 
leaves  “breathing  room,”  the  benefit  of  which 
will  be  seen  in  the  vivacity  of  the  fish.  These 
cans  are  remarkably  well  made. 


steel  spring  keep  the  fish’s  mouth  open  and  the 
disgorger  can  then  be  used  for  releasing  the 
hooks.  We  have  not  had  a chance  of  trying  it 
on  large  fish;  it  certainly  could  be  made  to 
prove  useful  for  fish  of  all  sizes. 


Speaking  of  pike-gags  reminds  us  that  Messrs. 
Chas.  Farlow  & Co.,  Limited,  are  advertising 
the  Jardine  gag  in  their  page  advertisement  in 
our  paper  this  week  ; and  also  the  aerating  bait- 
can  invented  by  Mr.  Basil  Field.  From  personal 
experience  we  can  strongly  recommend  these. 
Mr.  Jardine’s  gag  is  suitable  for  fish  from  21b.  to 
401b.  or  more.  Those  pike  anglers  who  can  afford 
it  should  certainly  make  a point  of  seeing  Messrs. 
Farlow’s  hand-made  split -cane  pike  rods  with 
steel  centre.  They  are  expensive,  but  well  worth 
the  money. 


The  Marquis  of  Huntly,  who  dabbles  a good 
deal  in  salmon  matters,  has  a letter — nay,  a 
manifesto — in  all  the  leading  Unionist  papers  in 
Scotland  declaiming  against  the  Government  for 
proposing  to  grant  licences  to  fishermen  with 
drift  nets  to  fish  the  Crown  fishings  round  the 
Scottish  coast,  and  sounding  the  slogan,  calling 
on  all  whomsoever  to  rise  and  do  battle  to  oppose 
this  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  lairds  and 
lords  ! ! — Mac. 


£10,000  A Year. — How  one  might  play  tho  part  of  I’riuee 
Bountiful  on  such  an  income  I What  comfort  ami  relief  one 
could  bring  to  the  poor  and  to  the  suffering.  And  yet,  even 
without  money  one  can  do  good  if  one  has  the  will.  If  I Bee  a 
fellow-creature  suffering  from  ague,  fevers,  or  disorders  of  the 
stomach;  or  from  gout,  rheumatics,  neuralgia,  and  the  like,  I 
don’t  need  to  bo  a man  of  wealth  in  order  to  show  him  tho  way 
to  health.  If  I point  out  to  him  the  wonderful  efficacy  of 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment,  I have  perchance  done  more 
good  by  that  one  thoughtful  action  than  I could  have  achiovcd 
with  all  tho  wealth  of  all  tho  Rothschilds. 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  OF  IZAAK 
WALTON  IN  LONDON. 


The  following  sums  have  been  received  or  pro- 
mised towards  the  Memorial  Window  by  Mr. 
Marston,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of 
the  Fund : — 


Am  well  Magna  Fishery  

" Nemo ” 

Baker,  H 

Babbatt,  Thos.  J 

Bubge,  Samuel  ... 

Bevan,  R.  A 

Brent,  Algernon ... 

Burnett,  M 

Corbie,  A.  Wynne  

Creasey,  Wm 

Farlow,  C.,  & Co 

“ Field  ” 

“ Fishing  Gazette  ” 

Gillett,  James  ... 

Harmsworth,  A.  C 

Harland,  H 

Hodson,  T.  J 

Jardine,  A.  G 

Lake,  R 

Mathews,  Elkin 

Nuthall,  Alfred 

Nene  Angling  Society  (per  J.  B. 

Hensman,  hon.  sec.) 

Payton,  C.  A 

Parsons,  Major-Gen.  J.  E.  B. ... 
Portsmouth  Waltonian  Angling 
Society  (per  C.  Grimes,  hon. 

sec.)  

Robbins,  Surg.-Major  H.  J. 

Skues,  G.  E.  M 

Spottiswoode  & Co.,  Messrs.  ... 

Sturdy,  Edward  

Thornton,  W.  P 

Tod,  E.  M 

True  Waltonian  Angling 

Society  (per  Arthur  Price, 

hon.  sec.)  

United  Brothers  Angling 

Society  (per  H.  Tyler,  hon. 

sec.)  ... 

Wood,  G.  H 

Wormald,  P.  H.  ...  

Yarde,  G 


£ ft. 
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£53  16  0 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  many  pro- 
mises of  subscriptions,  the  amounts  not  yet  being- 
specified.  We  very  heartily  thank  all  who  have 
responded  to  the  appeal,  and  can  assure  them 
that  there  need  be  no  fear  that  the  window  will 
be  a mere  conventional  affair  with  little  or  no 
reference  to  Walton.  St.  Dunstan’s  Church 
stands  facing  Fleet-street,  and  on  the  wall,  where 
all  who  pass  may  see  it,  will  be  a marble  tablet 
referring  to  the  window  and  Walton’s  connection 
with  the  church  and  parish.  We  confess  we 
should  have  liked  to  have  received  more  support 
from  the  angling  clubs,  especially  those  of  London. 
But  for  Walton  and  the  influence  his  work  has 
had,  angling  as  a sport  would  never  have  attained 
its  present  position.  Doubtless  many  clubs  are 
only  waiting  for  their  committee  meetings,  at 
which  these  matters  are  usually  settled. 


George  A.  Hibbard  (author  of  “ The  Gover- 
nor ”)  closes  a group  of  articles  on  American 
summer  resorts  with  a description  of  “ Lenox,” 
now  appearing  in  the  October  Scribner.  He 
recalls  the  literary  associations  of  the  place 
with  Hawthorne  ann  Fanny  Kemble,  as  well 
as  describes  the  social  pageant  of  to-day. 


Messrs.  Sampson,  Low,  Maiiston,  & Co.  will  have 
Mr.  J.  A.  Stouart’B  now  book  “ In  tho  Day  of  Battle  ’ 
oady  on  Oct.  20.  It  will  be  in  throo  volumoB. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

✓30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

i40  „ ,,  Pntney.  V 75  ,,  „ Richmond. 

Add]  45  „ „ Hammer-  Add]  80  „ „ Twicken- 

j smith.  / ham. 

v50  „ ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening 

Saturday,  Oct. 

13 

0.59  

1.16 

Sunday,  ,, 

14 

1.32  

1.48 

Monday,  ,, 

15 

2.  3 

2.17 

Tuesday,  ,, 

16 

2.32  

2.49 

Wednesday,  ,, 

17 

3.  6 

3.22 

Thursday,  ,, 

18 

3.40  

3.58 

Friday,  ,, 

Iff 

4.18  

4.37 

High  Water  at 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct. 

13 

1.39  

1.56 

Sunday,  ,, 

14 

2.12  

2.28 

Monday,  ,, 

15 

2.43  

2.57 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pnlborongh  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— As  I am 
just  now  far  away  from  the  region  of  the  Thames,  but 
where  I find  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  angling  results  of  our  metropolitan  river, 

I shall  have  very  little  to  say  in  reference  to  the  stream 
to  which  I have  been  so  long  attached.  Previous  to  my 
leaving  the  scenes  of  so  many  years’  labour  and  pleasure 
for  a short  time,  there  are  one  or  two  points  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  our  practical  thinkers  that  will  soon 
come  under  consideration.  One  of  these  is  the  character 
of  the  men  who  are  constantly  adding  to  the  number  of 
professional  Thames  fishermen,  who  come  under  the 
class  of  “all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men” — those  who 
have  had  no  practical  experience  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  river  and  the  business  of  a fisherman.  I have  been 
frequently  asked  why  do  the  Conservators  license 
such  a class  of  men  to  the  occupation  of  a pro- 
fessional fisherman?  This  question  can  very  soon 
be  answered,  as,  in  the  first  place,  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a licence  to  constitute  a fisher- 
man, and,  in  the  next  place,  if  a man  possesses  a 
punt  on  the  river  he  can  have  it  registered,  and  the 
board  has  no  power  to  refuse  the  registration.  There  is 
now  no  practical  qualification  for  a man  to  establish 
himself  as  a fishermen  such  as  existed  in  the  old  bye-laws 
No  one  at  that  time  could  follow  the  work  of  a 
fisherman  without  having  been  apprenticed  to  and 
brought  up  to  the  business.  Now,  as  I have  said  before, 
anyone  possessing  a punt  can  label  himself  as  a 
professional  fisherman,  and  there  is  every  probability 
those  of  the  old  school  will  soon  have  died  out  alto- 
gether. This  matter  is  on  the  edge  of  being  cropped  up 
for  serious  consideration,  as  it  is  believed  if  the  present 
system  continues,  the  character  of  the  professional 
fisherman  will  degenerate,  and  instead  of  improving  the 
Thames  as  a fishery,  will  take  the  bettermost  class  of 
anglers  from  it.  We  have  on  the  river  at  the  present 
time  a number  of  thoroughly  good  professional  fisher- 
men, but  when  they  cut  the  coil  of  this  mortal  life  who 
are  the  men  that  are  springing  up  to  succeed  them  ? I 
have  ventilated  this  question,  as,  before  just  leaving 
home,  it  was  mentioned  to  mo  by  those  who  are  anxious 
to  have  the  matter  considered. — B. 

Thames  (Brentford). — A nice  trout  just  over  21b. 
was  caught  in  one  of  the  nets  by  H.  Pearce,  of  Brent- 
ford, which  he  reported  to  the  head  river  keeper  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  who,  after  it  was  got  into  possession,  took  it 
up  to  Kingston,  where  it  was  returned  to  the  river 
again  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Nuthall,  J.P.  It  is  described  as  a 
beautifully  marked  fish,  and  one  of  the  best  that  has 
been  caught  in  the  nets  for  some  time.  The  usual 
reward  was  given. — B. 

(Kingston). — J.  Knight,  one  day,  with  Mr. 

Howse,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; another  day, 
with  Mr.  W.  R.  Paclo,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Stevenson,  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  A gentleman  fishing  in  a private  boat 
near  the  baths  has  caught  a carp  of  7Jlb.,  which  has 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Richardson  for  preservation.  Mr. 
Haynes  has  taken  a carp  of  8Jlb.  in  Bushey  Park, 
which  has  been  sent  to  be  set  up.  In  a reported  take  of 
nine  jack  by  N.  Bolton  there  is  included  a perch  of  l.))b. 
The  water  is  low  and  bright. — B. 

- (Kingston). — Water  very  clear.  Gudgeon 

still  answering  to  the  rake.  Jack  fishing  looking  up. 
Mr.  W.  Cafferator  informs  me  that  up  to  now  he  has 
taken  ninety-two  spinning  with  a spoon,  out  of  which 
only  sixteen  were  sizeable.  Perch  are  now  feeding 
better  than  for  some  years  past,  Mr.  E.  Sands  has  had 
some  good  ones  lately  (largest  1 Jib.).  Mr.  Fithor  has 
had  some  jack  ; ditto,  Mr.  Baily  of  Broom  Warren 
{largest  5flb.).  A gentleman  fishing  with  Johnson  on 
Saturday  last  bad  some  good  bream  (largest  4Jlb.). 
Patrons  of  Josh  Wilkes  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  he  is 
laid  up  with  a severe  attack  of  gout. — J.  R.  Richard- 
son. 


Thames  (Marlow). — Some  good  roach  are  being  had 
by  local  anglers.  Rain  has  fallen  freely,  and  the  water 
in  consequence  is  in  far  better  order.  If  properly  baited 
and  fished  excellent  sport  may  be  had,  as  there  are 
plenty  of  fish,  and  good  ones  too. — 0.  L.  Mathews. 

(Monkey  Island). — Water  very  low  and 

bright.  Several  bank  anglers  and  punts  were  out  on 
the  7th,  but  takes  were  poor.  A quantity  of  jack  have 
been  caught  during  the  week,  but  they  run  small.  One 
fish  of  51b.  lloz.  was  taken  off  the  bottom  of  the  island. 
Barbel  seem  to  be  quite  “ off,”  only  a few  small  ones 
being  taken.  A good  push  of  water  and  milder  weather 
may  bring  them  on.  I saw  a dabchick  recently  swallow 
five  small  fish,  the  last  one  nearly  choked  it.  When 
within  two  yards  the  bird  dived  and  bolted.  Last  year 
and  the  year  before  a dabchick  was  found  choked  by  a 
miller’s  thumb.  They  are  very  numerous  just  now,  as  I 
can  count  twenty  within  fifty  yards. — R.  Plummer,  sen. 

(Reading). — Fishing  prospects  have  greatly 

improved  in  this  district  since  my  last,  and  fair  numbers 
of  bank  and  punt  fishermen  have  been  out.  Several 
Waltonians  have  possessed  fairly  good  bags,  mainly 
roach,  but  nothing  is  deserving  of  special  note.  The 
fortnightly  meeting  of  Reading  Waltonians  was  held  on 
Tuesday.  A jolly  evening  was  spent  by  a numerous 
gathering. 

(Richmond). — Mr.  Ryder,  with  Job  Brain, 

jun.,  in  one  day,  141b.  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

(Sunbnry). — Mr.  W.  H.  Bolt,  in  two  days, 

with  Edward  Clarke,  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
nine  barbel,  and  a perch  of  ljlb.  H.  Herbert  has  been 
getting  a few  jack,  the  largest  51b.,  all  having  been 
weighed  at  the  hotel. — B. 

(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day,  with 

Mr.  Islip,  three  dozen  roach,  one  bream,  and  one  barbel; 
half  a day  with  Mr.  Brown,  two  and  a half  dozen  of 
roach  and  three  bream  ; another  day,  with  Dr.  Park- 
hurst,  three  jack,  largest  4flb. — B. 

(Twickenham). — T.  Anger,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Tomlinson,  41b.  of  dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Smith, 
61b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Falconer, 
eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  a perch  of  lib. ; and 
another  day,  with  the  brothers  Fielder,  41b.  of  Jroach  and 
dace  and  two  barbel;  Mr.  Gomm,  in  three  days  with 
J.  Coxen,  181b.  of  roach  and  dace ; J.  Harper,  in  one 
day,  nine  dozen  of  gudgeon  (these  fish  were  seen  by  the 
head  river  keeper)  ; H.  Spiers,  one  day  with  Mr.  Wesley, 
201b.  of  roach  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Davy,  eight 
dozen  of  dace. — B. 

(Wey bridge). — Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  writes  : 

“ No  news  from  river  ; too  vile  to  go  out.” — B. 

- — — (Windsor  District). — Water  in  nice  order 
and  the  river  beautifully  quiet  now,  the  launch  season 
being  practically  over  ; in  fact,  I have  seen  but  one 
go  by  here  for  the  past  three  days.  Small  pleasure 
craft  are  also  off,  and  the  angler  can  now  enjoy  the 
quietude  so  necessary  to  sport.  Wind  is  in  a good  wet 
quarter,  and  expect  we  shall  soon  see  its  effects  on  the 
river,  but  frost  most  needed  to  disperse  the  top  weed 
so  annoying  to  the  pike  spinner.  Some  nice  roach  have 
been  had,  also  a few  jack,  but  the  latter  not  large  ; in 
fact,  there  is  too  much  cover  yet,  though  Mr.  Elder,  of 
Eton,  ran  one  supposed  to  be  about  121b.  Mr.  Atkins, 
of  Windsor,  had  some  nice  roach  and  dace  and  a pike  of 
51b.  (fouled  in  pectoral  fin  whilst  roach  fishing),  also  the 
mortification  of  losing  a very  handsome  perch  of  quite 
21b.  Mr.  Minns,  of  Water  Oakley,  has  had  a few  jack 
from  that  good  reach,  but  weeds  too  formidable  for 
getting  specimen  fish. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — Fishing  results  continue  to 
improve,  but  as  most  of  the  great  matches  are  over,  the 
weights  do  not  now  often  transpire.  A lot  of  very  fine 
roach  were  taken  at  various  places  on  Monday.  The  first 
consignment  of  coarse  fish,  numbering  about  2000  carp, 
perch,  eels,  and  gudgeon,  have  been  sent  away  from  the 
Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  this  week,  but  the  weather  is 
yet  too  warm  for  the  full  commencement  of  deliveries. — 
Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams.  — Probably  the  most  perfectly 
blank  week  of  the  season.  The  rivers  are  very  clear 
and  low,  and  few  if  any  salmon  are  running.  There  is 
every  appearance  of  a change  now  (Wednesday),  and  it 
will  be  very  welcome. — Bodmin. 

Cuckmere  (Sussex). — There  was  a fishing  com- 
petition on  Saturday  last  at  Berwick  in  the  River 
Cuckmere  by  the  members  of  the  Brighton  Railway 
Works  Piscatorial  Society,  being  their  fourth  and  last 
competition  of  the  season.  There  are  a good  many 
bream,  roach,  carp,  and  eels  in  this  river  just  now,  and 
it  is  well  worth  a visit,  the  water  being  in  capital  con- 
dition. The  first  prize  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Woodhead, 
who  captured  31b.  4oz.  of  bream  in  good  condition  ; Mr. 
J.  King  was  second  ; Messrs.  Love  and  Jeak  secured  the 
third  and  fourth  prizes  respectively. 

Dag'enham. — The  fishing  at  Dagenham  Cutting  is 
just  now  very  good.  Roach  feeding  well,  one  gentleman 
last  week  having  a fine  basket  of  roach,  the  largest 
lib.  6oz.,  a very  handsome  fish. — A.  J.  White. 

Derwent,  Malton  (Yorks). — The  river  still  keeps 
very  low,  and  no  sport  of  aiiy  kind  to  report. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries, — The  grayling  are  giving 
pretty  fair  sport.  Mr.  R.  Wheen  took  a dish  of  eight 
brace  from  the  reservoir  water  on  Tuesday  last.  The 
most  “taking”  flies  have  proved  to  be  the  silver 
bodied  ones,  such  as  the  Silver  Dun  and  Foster’s  Fancy 
(grayling  dressing). 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 

The  fishing  season  appears  to  be  over.  The  rivers  are 
very  low,  and  there  is  only  the  chance  of  a few  salmon 
should  we  have  a good  fresh  before  the  rod  season  closes 
on  the  31st  of  this  month. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — I have  seldom  seen  salmon  anglers 
in  such  a bad  frame  of  mind  as  they  are  at  present.  Ill- 


tempered  is  not  a strong  enough  word.  Hero  we  are  at 
Oct.  10  and  the  river  below  summer  level,  fish  plentifal 
in  the  Solway  and  unable  to  run  «p,  poachers  busy 
among  them  whenever  practicable,  as  yet  no  appearance 
of  heavy  rain,  and,  if  it  comes  to-morrow,  there 
only  remains  a short  time  for  sport  before  the  seasoa 
closes.  The  water  bailiffs  are  nearly  as  anxious  for  rain 
as  the  anglers,  for  they  have  to  be  on  duty  night  and 
day  in  the  estuary  and  the  lower  roaches  of  the  river, 
into  which  the  high  tides  have  lifted  a few  fish.  One  or 
two  small  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
Tully,  Mr.  David  Bone,  and  Mr.  Coulthard  each  scour- 
ing one  of  about  Clb. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  recent  rains  the  water 
in  the  river  has  been  in  capital  condition  for  angling, 
though  on  the  whole  the  takes  are  only  moderate.  A 
great  number  of  salmon  and  salmon  trout  were  able  to 
get  out  of  the  tidal  river  over  the  dams,  and  so  into  the 
upper  streams,  on  Saturday  night  and  during  Sunday. 
The  following  takes  are  recorded : Mr.  Lee,  one  salmon 
trout  of  4Jlb.  weight ; Mr.  J.  Calvert,  two,  of  61b.  and 
41b. ; Mr.  C.  S.  James,  one  of  61b. ; Mr.  Joshua  Moore, 
one  of  51b. ; Mr.  J.  W.  Nicholson,  one  of  31b.  ; and  Mr. 
Micholls.  one  of  71b. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  recent 
rains  have  improved  sport,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
roach  are  reported.  Where  ground-baiting  has  been 
resorted  to  the  takes  have  run  up  to  101b.  or  121b. 
Perch  and  tench  continue  to  have  attention.  Trolling 
for  pike  is  being  pursued  in  earnest,  and  some  good  fish 
have  been  landed. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Fishing  is  not  very  brisk  on 
the  Idle  just  now,  but  the  fish  are  well  on  the  feed — 
roach,  dace,  perch,  &c.  The  river  has  been  pretty  well 
cleared  of  weeds.  In  the  lower  waters  about  and  below 
Mattersey  local  fishermen  have  turned  their  attention  to 
the  pike.  The  water  is  in  good  trim. — L. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  continuous  rain  of  Wednesday 
and  the  previous  night  has  done  some  little  good  in 
freshening  up  the  rivers,  but  we  want  a vast  lot  more  to 
cause  a much  needed  flood  to  clear  away  the  weeds, 
which  are  just  now  the  greatest  drawback  to  successful 
angling.  Not  only  are  they  in  many  places  growing 
very  thickly,  loaded  with  aquatic  insects  which 
provide  food  for  roach  and  other  fish,  but  they 
have  been  cut  in  places,  and  have  been  floating 
down  in  masses,  causing  it  a matter  of  great 
difficulty  to  keep  anglers’  lines  clear.  Ponders  End. — A 
good  pike  of  over  61b.  was  taken  on  Oct.  7.  Seward- 
stone. — Some  very  nice  perch  were  caught  in  Coventry’s 
water.  This  length  is  now  being  cleared  out  by  the  Lea 
Improvement  Works.  Waltham  Abbey. — A chub  of  41b., 
a jack,  and  a few  roach  and  perch  have  been  had.  Some 
good  bream  were  also  caught  at  Che3hunt.  A lot 
of  perch,  roach,  and  rudd  have  been  caught  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s, and  a pike  of  7£lb.  At  Ware  some  good  takes 
of  roach  have  been  made.  At  Roydon,  a few  nice  perch 
have  been  accounted  for. — Spliced  Joint. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — During  the  week  some 
good  catches  of  roach  and  dace  are  recorded.  On  the 
7th,  several  well-known  London  anglers  had  some  good 
fish,  although  the  water  was  low  and  bright.  Many 
visitors  to  the  Ram  are  deserting  the  fishing  for  the 
shooting — of  which  1,000  acres,  giving  good  sport 
among  rabbits,  hares,  partridges,  wild  fowl,  &c. — are  in 
the  hands  of — J.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  now  running  low  and  clear.  Rain  fell  this  week 
and  refreshed  the  rivers,  but  they  are  in  good  fishing 
order,  and  a good  few  fishermen  have  been  out  on  the 
banks.  Several  fine  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  landed 
with  the  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Lu  gg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  and  grayling  sporting  freely. 
More  rods  out  since  last  report,  and  nearly  all  successful. 
Some  very  good  baskets  (up  to  ten  brace)  of  fine  gray- 
ling, in  the  pink  of  condition.  All  the  autumn  flies  are 
out.  Grasshopper  (sink  and  draw)  when  tried  has 
proved  good.  Prospects  for  coming  week  all  that  could 
be  wished.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Very  little  has  been  done  in 
any  class  of  fishing,  there  having  been  very  few  anglers 
out.  One  or  two  small  jack  is  about  the  whole  take. 
River  in  splendid  condition. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton). — The  fish  are  feeding  much 
better  than  of  late.  Some  good  baskets  of  roach  have 
been  taken,  and  a goodly  lot  of  bream  was  landed  on  Tues- 
day. The  jack  have  been  feeding  too  ; Mr.  FitzMauris 
has  had  some  fair  sport  among  them.  Last  week,  after 
bringing  two  nice  fish  into  the  boat,  he  hooked  one  which 
showed  him  some  sport ; it  turned  out  a perfect  beauty 
of  81b.  in  the  finest  condition. — W.  DucipR. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  exceedingly  clear,  and 
weather  very  foggy  and  damp,  rendering  angling  any- 
thing but  pleasant.  In  consequence  of  this  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  they  have  met  with  indiffe- 
rent sport.  I do  not  anticipate  an  improvement  in  pros- 
pects until  we  have  had  a heavy  rain,  of  sufficient  durar 
tion  to  colour  the  water. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Roach  are  still  feeding,  but 
not  very  large  ones.  Pike  are  also  feeding,  some  decent 
ones  being  taken  in  the  deeps.  The  water  is  not  in  con- 
dition to  take  in  the  shallows.  One  resident  has  had 
some  fair  sport  with  them.  This  dull  weather  is  better 
than  bright  for  sport.  I cannot  hear  of  any  sport  with 
perch,  although  there  are  plenty  feeding. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Lakenheath). — Although  the  water  is  not  in 
really  first-class  condition,  Mr.  A.  0.  Johnson,  solicitor, 
of  Cambridge,  has  had  excellent  sport  among  roach, 
perch,  dace,  and  jack.  In  two  days’  fishing  he  captured 
three  pike  (largest  111b.) ; thirty-one  roach,  averaging 
lOoz.  each  ; six  perch,  paternostering  with  minnow 
(largest  21b.  l^oz.)  ; and  nearly  81b.  of  good  dace. — A.  S. 
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Ouse  (St.  Neots).-  Rains  improved  rivor  greatly, 
jaok  feeding  pretty  freely  now.  Sc  Alto. 

Plymouth.  The  rain  that  wo  liuvo  had  lias  made 
the  salmon  sport  well,  but  still  not  go  many  havo  boon 
taken  this  week  as  last.  Trout  fishing  is  ovor,  and  1 
think  wo  might  congratulate  ourHolvos  that  wo  havo  had 
a very  good  season,  and  the  sizo  of  tho  trout  has  been 
much  largor  than  last  year  or  tho  yoar  before.  I 
received  to-day,  through  tho  kindness  of  Mr.  Vickery, 
of  Torcross,  some  live  porch  and  rudd  for  my 
aquarium. — W.  Hearder. 

Rother  (Bodiam,  Sussex).  — Mr.  H.  Hills,  of 
Hastings,  caught  a fino  piko  in  tho  Bother  a few  days 
since  woighing  131b.  Co/.. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — These  rivers  are  again  in  first-rate  condition 
for  angling  owing  to  tho  rain  during  the  early  part  of 
this  week,  and  tho  weather  is  all  that  could  possibly  be 
desired  for  tho  time  of  year,  and  some  good  sport  is  had, 
one  gentleman  being  especially  fortunate  in  capturing  a 
number  of  very  fine  grayling  in  tho  river  Vyrnwy  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Llanymyneeh  during  the  past  few 
Slapton  Ley. — Good  fishing  has  taken  place  here 
during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Virgo  and  friends,  London, 
havo  had  good  sport  among  the  pike  and  rudd ; so  also 
have  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Illingworth,  Bradford.  But  the 
premier  honours  have  gone  to  Mr.  Dunlop,  a gentleman 
from  India,  staying  hero,  who  among  his  take  had  a 
magnificent  pike  of  lGlb. , length  38in. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Nothing  much  has  been 
done  in  this  water  during  the  past  week.  On  the  6th,  the 
Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society  had  a competi- 
tion at  Bures,  but  the  takes  were  small,  the  first  prize 
being  taken  with  lloz.  of  fish.  A local  angler  took  a nice 
roach  of  lib.  8oz.  on  Oct.  7,  hut  though  several  London 
anglers  were  down,  three  or  four  sizeable  roach  to  a rod 
was  the  average.  The  water,  though  we  have  had 
several  heavy  rains,  seems  as  clear  as  ever,  and  until 
we  have  some  colder  weather  sport  will  be  slow. — W.  B. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — From 
all  parts  come  reports  of  paucity  of  sport.  The  weather 
has  been  favourable  and  water  in  condition,  yet  fish 
have  not  fed  well.  Several  anglers  have  tried  the  Arun, 
and  a few  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  both 
at  Pulborough  and  Amberley,  but  the  average  baskets 
have  been  small.  The  frosts  have  brought  pike  and 
perch  on  feed  well  at  Billingshurst.  Pike  up  to  61b. 
have  been  taken,  principally  by  live  baiting.  Perch  up 
to  lflb.  and  small  pike  are  notified  from  the  Bother 
from  near  Midhurst.  Boach  weighing  lib.  are  reported 
from  the  Ouse  below  Lewes,  and  from  the  upper  reaches 
dace,  roach,  and  pike.  Small  roach  and  bream  have 
given  sport  in  Chichester  Canal. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is 
exceedingly  low.  Unless  we  have  a flood  within  a week 
we  cannot  count  upon  any  sport  with  salmon. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  in 
good  order.  Some  fine  lots  of  fine  grayling  have  been 
landed,  especially  near  the  Paper  Mills.  Near  Ludford 
a fine  lot  of  fish  were  landed  with  the  fly.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  but  little’ 
done  this  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  still  running  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  cold  foggy  nights  have 
brought  grayling  well  on  the  feed,  and  they  rise  freely 
at  the  fly.  The  Bea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
in  good  order  for  fishing. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).  —River  has  been  very  low 
here  for  some  time,  and  fishing  has  been  very  bad.  The 
rain  to-day  has  risen  the  river  a little.  There  is  every 
prospect  at  present  of  a nice  flood,  after  which  we  may 
expect  some  good  sport.  The  salmon  season  ends  on 
Nov.  1. — Pont  senny. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).  — Sport  in  the 
Boston  district  varies  a good  deal.  Some  days  the 
success  is  poor,  whilst  on  others  it  is  as  good.  On  the 
Witham  anglers  continue  to  do  fairly  well  at  Kirkstead, 
Tattershall,  and  Bardney.  Weeds  are  still  in  the  way. 
There  have  been  a few  frosty  nights  recently,  and  these 
have  set  the  fish  moving. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Both  rivers 
still  in  capital  trim  for  grayling  fly  fishing,  and  fish 
rising  well  during  middle  of  day ; the  leaves  are  now 
getting  very  troublesome.  Killing  flies  the  same  as  last 
week. — Dotterel. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea. — October  has  ushered  in  what 
promises  to  be  a capital  “sea  fishing”  season  here, 
and  during  the  past  fortnight  excellent  hauls  of  fine 
codling,  whiting,  and  flat  fish  have  been  made  from  the 
beach  and  boats  with  lug  worm,  herring,  and  small 
whelk  bait.  One  gentleman  recently  landed  with  ordi- 
nary butt  line  tackle  over  501b.  of  codling,  and  whiting, 
&c.,  amongst  them  a cod  of  121b.  One  angler  (proprietor 
of  one  of  the  principal  hotels  here)  with  a small  whiting 
for  bait  secured  a fine  bass,  which  scaled  101b.  With 
sprats  just  coming  in,  and  all  other  baits  and  appliances 
plentiful,  with  ample  and  moat  reasonable  aceommoda- 
tion  for  visitors,  really  good  sport  may  be  depended  on 
at  this  most  healthy  and  popular  little  east  coast  resort. 

i°ur  correspondent  at  Aldeburgh-on-Sea, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Whistler,  of  Waveney  House,  will  gladly  give 
every  information  to  intending  visitors  on  application! 

Bournemouth.— The  fishing  during  the  past  week 
has  been  in  every  way  first  rate.  Many  of  the  boats 
catching  from  ten  to  twenty  dozen  silver  whiting  and 
mackerel,  many  dabs  and  plaice,  with  an  occasional 
John  Dory,  and  a few  codling.  During  tho  last  fourteen 
days,  myself  and  friend  have  caught,  with  hook  and  lino 
1,592  silver  whiting,  97  mackerel,  34  dabs  and  plaice’ 
three  gurnet,  ono  thornback  about  41b.,  two  dogfish,  one 
101b.,  and  one  41Jlb.,  the  latter  giving  us  great  sport.  I 


caught  20  mackerel  on  a light  trout  rod  and  vory 
light  ni I k lino. — H.  N. 

Brighton.  Boat  anglers  havo  had  a fine  time  of  it 
during  tho  past  week,  as  the  sea  has  boon  as  calm  as  a 
lake,  with  a mild  land  wind  from  tho  north. — H. 

Deal.  -Several  members  of  tho  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  visited  hero  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  and 
tho  record  of  catches  cannot  but  oxcito  a keen  desire 
for  sport  amongst  other  members,  especially  as  they  are 
entitled  to  the  excellent  privileges  granted  by  the 
South-Eastern  Railway  and  the  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway  Companies.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  out  with 
W.  Baker,  boatman,  110  whiting,  codling,  &e.  ; Mr. 
Taylor,  with  Dick  Batts,  eighty  whiting  and  codling, 
one  cod,  41b. ; Messrs.  White  and  Bussell,  ninety-one 
whiting  and  codling — Harry  Norris  was  in  charge  ; Mr. 
Yates,  on  Saturday,  forty-one  codling,  whiting,  and 
pouting,  and  on  Sunday,  fifty-four  whiting,  codling,  and 
pouting  ; Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ladell,  fifty-six  whiting  ; Mr. 
Birch  and  another  gentlemen,  out  with  Erridge,  had  a 
beautiful  lot  of  fish  and  a lobster  of  41b.  ; Mr.  F.  A. 
Rhodes  and  Mr.  Henry  Ball  out  on  Saturday  with  Tom 
Norris,  twenty-six  whiting  and  codling.  In  the  after- 
noon Mrs.  Ball  was  out  and  landed  a pretty  cod  of  61b. 
besides  whiting.  Sunday  morning  early  Mr.  Rhodes 
was  out  with  Norris  and  had  a nice  catch  of  whiting, 
and  Mr.  Ball  got  a cod  41b.  loz.  Mr.  Church,  fishing 
from  the  pier,  caught  twenty-five  fish,  including  a 
plaice  of  21b.  and  several  good  whiting.  Mr.  Minchin, 
out  with  John  Jordan,  had  eighty  odd  fish,  including  a 
cod  of  51b.  The  party  that  left  Deal  on  Sunday  night 
was  a merry  one,  and  one  theme  only  appeared  to  be 
the  subject  of  conversation  on  the  platform,  viz.,  sport 
and  the  pleasure  of  a visit  to  the  briny.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  Minchin  had  180  whiting  and  81b.  cod.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ball,  178  whitings,  two  dog-fish,  three  sweetwilliams, 
and  small  plaice.  A fisherman  of  the  name  of  David 
Faster  has  brought  in  the  extraordinary  number  of  400, 
all  taken  on  his  chopsticks.  The  sea  is  like  a millpond, 
and  full  of  fish.  Anglers  will  do  well  to  provide  a suit 
of  oilskins,  they  can  be  obtained  here  as  cheap  as  in 
town.  A large  number  of  members  will  be  here  about 
19th  inst.  — Edward  Hanger,  Agent  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society. 

Dublin. — A good  deal  is  still  doing  along  the  bay 
here  in  the  way  of  line  fishing,  &e.  The  weather, 
although  not  inviting  to  anglers,  still  is  not  so 
sufficiently  unfavourable  as  to  restrain  them  from  the 
pleasure  and  success  which  undoubtedly  awaits  those 
who  have  a try. 

Eastbourne. — There  are  still  a quantity  of  prawns 
caught  off  the  rocks  at  Beachy  Head  and  Birling  Gap 
with  spoon  nets  and  gins.  A good  many  longshore 
mackerel  have  afforded  sport  trailing  from  a boat. 
Codling,  flat  fish,  and  pout  whiting  are  caught  in  large 
numbers,  also  silver  whiting.  The  time  is  approaching 
for  silver  whiting  and  cod. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  are  having  a 
continuance  of  good  sport.  Pollack  up  to  141b.  in  weight, 
whiting  from  three  to  six  score  a catch,  and  cod  fish  up 
to  221b.  in  weight,  and  other  fish  numerous. — H. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Sea  fishing  is  still  good,  fish 
running  small  but  plentiful  on  the  Pier,  in  the  River 
Yare,  and  at  Gorleston.  Codling  plentiful  and  good 
size,  some  up  to  51b.  taken  during  the  week.  The  Broads 
are  fishing  a great  deal  better  than  the  whole  of  the 
summer.  Mr.  Walkden  had  116  roach  (smallest  Jib., 
largest  ljlb.)  on  Heigham  last  Friday;  Messrs.  Mil- 
lington and  Garret  tvo  stone  of  bream  on  Fibly  Broad 
on  Tuesday.  Several  catches  of  three  stone  are  reported. 
The  Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  will  fish  their 
first  pike  match  on  Oct.  18. — H.  Salinger. 

Hastings. — We  have  been  having  ideal  weather  for 
angling,  the  sea  like  a pond,  and  plenty  of  sunshine, 
consequently  the  number  of  boats  off  has  increased 
daily.  Dr.  Forrest,  out  on  Monday  for  a short  time, 
secured  one  of  the  best  catches  I have  seen  this  year, 
218  fine  whiting  and  codling.  Whiting  are  now  running 
a good  size,  and  are  in  abundance.  The  numerous  fish 
caught  from  both  piers  are  also  increasing  in  size  ; a few 
bass  have  been  taken  from  the  Hastings  pier.  There 
are  also  plenty  of  flatfish  about.- — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Penzance  (Cornwall). — The  fishing  season  may  be 
looked  upon  as  about  over.  Pollack  are  still  taken 
from  the  piers,  but  chiefly  by  night  fishing.  Pilchard 
fishery  at  a close  ; and  the  mackerel  boats  are  not  doing 
much. — H. 

Plymouth. — Plymouth  is  just  now  pretty  full  with 
a lot  of  the  fishermen  belonging  to  the  various  clubs  in 
London.  I have  done  my  best  t,o  give  them  all  the 
information  in  my  power,  and  fit  them  up  with  the 
right  sort  of  gear,  and  referred  them  to  the  best  boat- 
men. There  are  some,  however,  who  prefer  terra  firma 
to  the  up  and  downs  of  a boat,  those  I have  placed  on 
the  various  piers,  and  I am  glad  to  say  they  have  met 
with  success.  One  gentleman,  to  show  his  gratitude, 
brought  me  in  a dish  of  pollack,  some  of  which  I enjoyed 
for  breakfast.  Grey  mullet  are  still  being  taken  in  the 
Great  Western  Docks  and  off  the  Promenade  Pier.  I 
had  a nice  bass  about  121b.  weight  caught  with  a 
pilchard  bait. — W.  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — Very  good  sport  has  been  had  at  hake, 
pollack,  and  cod  at  tho  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Gurnard, 
whiting,  and  scad  are  also  numerous,  and  have  afforded 
fino  sport — T.  J.  D. 

Valentia.  — Pollack  anglers  continue  to  get  fine 
sport  on  the  usual  courses.  One  angler  on  Saturday 
landed  as  many  as  140  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.  — Sport  has  been  very  gooc  among 
pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  scad,  mackerel,  bream,  and 
haddock.  The  Small  Bay  and  Boulikille  Bay  have  been 
the  best  places  for  whiting,  gurnard,  and  scad,  while  the 
inshore  courses  have  affordod  the  best  takes  of  pollaok. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters  from  Sept.  25  to 
Oct.  8,  Dr.  Inkster,  of  Sheffield,  bad  fifteen  salmon, 
weighing  from  71b.  to  201  b.  D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk. — Sport  haH  not  improved  in  this  river 
since  last  report.  A few  sea  trout  are  being  taken  in 
the  upper  and  lower  reaches,  while  the  fishing  in  the 
Canonbie  water  is  almost  at  a standstill,  only  one 
salmon  of  consequence  has  been  landed  during  the  back- 
end. Tho  bed  of  the  river  is  very  dirty,  and  unless  a 
flood  comes  soon  little  sport  can  be  expected  before  the 
close  of  the  season. — G. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross).— With  the  exception  of  a 
fine  sea  trout  caught  by  Mr.  Baden  Powell,  the  river 
has  been  blank  since  last  reported.  The  water  is  so 
low  and  the  weather  continues  so  dry,  that  further  sport 
this  season  is  not  anticipated. — B. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — There  has  been 
little  change  in  the  abnormally  stagnant  state  of  angling 
matters  during  the  past  week.  On  the  Ballater  ana 
upper  waters  an  occasional  fish  is  being  landed,  and  the 
same  on  the  Glen  Tana  and  Aboyne  waters.  On  the 
Desswood  section  Captain  and  Mr.  Walter  Davidson 
creeled  one  of  81b.,  and  two  of  7ib.  and  191b.  On  the 
Carlogie  section  Admiral  the  Hon.  Victor  Montague  had 
one  of  71b.  on  Thursday,  and  another  of  81b.  on 
Monday  last.  On  the  Kincardine  and  Borrowstone  water 
Mr.  H.  Courage  and  Capt.  Alexander  had  two  of  71b. 
and  81b. ; three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b. ; seven,  scaling  161b., 
141b.,  141b.,  141b.,  101b.,  101b.,  and  41b.,  and  one  of  181b. 
On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol  creeled  one  of 
191b.  On  the  Woodend  section,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Famell 
Watson  landed  several  of  average  weights.  On  Ineh- 
marlo  water,  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  had  three,  91b., 
9ilb.,  and  101b.  ; two,  of  71b.  and  19Jlb. ; three,  of  81b., 
81b.,  and  101b.,  and  one  of  161b.;  while  Mr-  Williams 
had  one  on  the  Sluie  of  121b.  In  all,  Mr.  Davidson  has 
landed  some  fifty  fish  since  June — not  bad  considering 
the  low  state  of  the  river.  At  Peterspot,  Maryculter, 
Mr.  Duff  Gordon  and  Mr.  Cornewall  creeled  eight  fish 
in  four  days,  scaling  171b.,  15Jlb.,  15Jlb.,  11  Jib. , 9Jlb., 
71b.,  71b.,  and  51b.  At  Tilbouries,  Mr.  Streatfield  had 
two  of  181b.  and  71b.  ; while  on  Altries  water,  Surgeon- 
Gen.  Colvin  Smith  landed  a fine  fish  of  141b.  On  the 
Drum  and  Culter  sections  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
got  On  the  Don  sport  has  been  very  meagre  all  over, 
and  only  on  a few  sections  are  any  fish  being  got  at  all. 
— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — This  river  continues  inlow 
condition,  and,  although  the  pools  are  pretty  well 
stocked  with  fish,  very  few  have  been  killed  of  late.  On 
the  5th  inst.,  Mr.  Yuli,  of  London,  and  party  (from 
Huntly)  at  Richmond  Hotel,  Cabraeh,  had  three 
salmon,  heaviest  71b.  On  the  Beldtomey  water,  Mr. 
Hargreaves  had  a couple  of  fish,  of  51b.  each. — H.  W. 

Inveran. — Mr.  Gurney,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
fished  Cracail  a few  days  ago,  and  made  a fine  basket  of 
brown  trout,  which  averaged  about  three  to  the  pound. 

Loch  Migdale. — On  Friday  last  Mr.  Jas.  Macintosh, 
Gledfield,  in  a few  hours’  fishing,  landed  one  dozen 
trout,  aggregating  4 Jib. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  rivers  of  this  district  since  last  week.  Rain  fell  in 
Annandale  on  Tuesday  night,  but  next  morning  the 
rivers  were  as  low  as  ever.  On  Monday  a 171b.  salmon 
was  killed  in  the  Howes  pool  of  the  Annan  by  Mr.  J. 
Dixon.  In  the  Nith  great  complaints  are  being  made  at 
the  extensive  river  pollution  near  Sanquhar,  and  the 
injury  to  the  angling  in  that  part  of  the  river.  The 
county  council  are  to  be  petitioned  with  a view  to 
abating  the  nuisance.  Toe  Galloway  rivers  and  Ayr- 
shire waters  have  not  been  so  low  for  thirty  years. 
Many  anglers  have  abandoned  the  rivers  for  this  year, 
and  those  from  England  who  came  for  the  back-end 
fishing  have  returned  south.— Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Although  the  water  is  of  low  size  good  sport 
continues  to  be  enjoyed  on  the  lower  reaches.  On  the 
Gordon  Castle  water,  on  this  day  week,  the  Earl  of 
March  killed  a salmon  of  441b.  ; and  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay, 
one  of  421b.  From  the  Arndilly  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Stuart-Menzies,  of  Culdares,  landed  four  salmon,  and 
from  the  Aikenway  water,  on  Thursday,  Major  Cotts- 
had  a salmon  and  a sea  trout ; while  on  Friday, 
Captain  Spicer  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  181b., 
141b.,  and  91b.  respectively.  Mr.  Macdonald,  Elgin,  on 
Friday,  had  a salmon  of  101b.  from  the  -Glengrant  water, 
which — as  will  be  seen  from  the  Scotch  notes — has  been 
yielding  capital  sport. — J M. 

Tweed. — During  the  past  thirty  years  the  river  has 
never  been  known  to  be  so  low  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  The  outlook  for  even  average  back-end  fishing  is 
exceedingly  disheartening.  If  we  do  not  have  a flood 
soon  the  back-end  campaign  will  scarcely  have  a begin- 
ning. It  is  said  that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools- 
in  some  of  the  lower  stretches  of  the  river,  all  waiting 
a rise  to  allow  them  to  ascend  to  the  angling  waters  in 
the  middle  and  higher  districts,  and  a freshet  of  half  a 
foot  or  so  would  send  hundreds  of  salmon  up  to  these 
fastnesses.  A few  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  one  or  two 
gentlemen,  but  these  have  only  been  small  fish.  The 
barometer  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  moderately  high  and 
steady,  and  these  is  no  signs  of  much  rain,  while  the 
wind  is  light  and  westerly. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballindarry. — After  a drought  of  six  weeks,  rain 
fell  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  nothing  was  dono. 
Salmon  are  moving  up  from  the  Salterstown  shores 
of  Lough  Neagh.  The  night  of  the  6th  inst.  a gang 
of  poachers  made  a raid  on  the  lower  throe  miles 
of  this  river,  and  swopt  it  dean  of  salmon  and  trout, 
although  tho  looal  and  speoial  bailiffs  wore  about.— 

J.  A.  B. 
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Ballynahinch  Fishery. — At  last,  after  six  weeks’ 
drought,  we  have  heavy  rain  from  south-east,  and  likely 
to  continue.  Any  person  wanting  to  do  the  last  three 
weeks  of  the  season  I am  sure  will  now  have  rare  sport. 
— W.  Blackadder. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — There  is  not  much  to  report  from 
this  station,  or  any  other  on  the  river,  for  the  last 
week,  as  the  water  has  been  as  clear  as  gin,  and  no  fish 
would  rise  at  a fly.  The  Devon  minnow  has  been  the 
only  lure  on  which  any  salmon  have  been  taken.  There 
has  been  no  rain  for  the  last  month,  but  it  has  come  at 
last,  and  good  sport  is  expected  from  now  till  the  close 
of  the  season.  F.  Dawson,  Esq.,  five  fish  for  the  week, 
from  81b.  to  221b.  Major  H.  Adair  five  for  the  week, 
from  4|lb.  to  101b.  Mr.  Robert  Kirk,  one  191b.,  and 
61b.  of  trout;  Mr.  John  M’Nullin  one  fish,  111b.  — 
Daniel  O’Fee. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  river  is  low  and  angling  has 
ceased,  the  fish  being  out  of  condition  and  full  of 
spawn.  The  season  does  not  properly  close  till  the 
15th  inst. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake. — A few  anglers  have  had  baskets  of 
two  dozen  white  and  brown  trout  each,  fishing  from  the 
northern  banks.  White  trout  are  plentiful,  but  rising 
badly. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  fair.  Baskets  varying  from  six  to  a dozen  sea 
trout  have  been  had.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  very 
numerous  in  the  lake  just  now,  but  they  have  been 
rising  rather  sluggishly. — T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  well  maintained  on  all  these  waters. 
Baskets  containing  as  many  as  six  dozen  brown  trout 
have  been  frequently  had  in  an  afternoon’s  outing  on 
Lough  Drenane,  Lough  Cummeravanig,  and  Cooma- 
voher. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— No 

rain  fell  for  six  weeks  till  Tuesday,  when  it  came  down 
in  torrents.  The  season  closed  on  the  10th  inst.  Since 
the  2nd  inst.  the  following  have  been  successful  : Messrs 
Kyle,  Cooper,  Salwell,  John  McGirr,  Hamell,  Henry, 
Montefiore,  Capt.  Costabodie,  John  Sweeney,  McClel- 
land.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Fishing 
prospects  for  sport  this  week  very  good.  We  have  had 
some  rain,  but  we  want  a lot  more  to  raise  the  liver. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Piscatorial  Society’s  meeting,  held  in  their  rooms 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday  last,  and  over 
which  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  presided,  proved  of  con- 
siderable interest,  most  of  the  members  present  having 
something  to  record.  A splendid  self-binding  photo- 
graphic album,  intended  to  contain  views  of  the  leading 
fishing  resorts,  and  particularly  of  the  society’s  waters, 
was  presented  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  together  with 
four  exquisite  photographs  of  well-known  parts  of  the 
Kennet,  for  which  he  was  heartily  thanked.  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  introduced  by  his  friend  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley, 
kindly  displayed  the  magnificent  trout  of  lOjlb.,  caught 
by  himself  at  Pangbourne  Weir,  on  Whit  Monday  last. 
It  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  trout  taken  in  the 
Thames  this  season,  and  has  been  capitally  set  up  by 
Cooper ; the  back  of  the  case  having  a distant  view  of 
the  weir  cleverly  painted  in  oil  upon  it,  giving  the  case 
altogether  a most  artistic  appearance. 

Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Godwin  described  an  outing  with  Dr. 
Brunton  when  they  each  took  some  good  gray  ling, and  Dr. 
Brunton,  who  very  lucidly  supplemented  Mr.  Godwin’s 
remarks,  further  added  that  he  was  the  fortunate  captor 
of  a 141b.  pike,  which  Mr.  Godwin  assisted  him  to  land. 
The  doctor’s  largest  grayling  scaled  21b.,  and  both 
anglers  seemed  to  have  enjoyed  themselves  as  only 
anglers  can.  Dr.  Patterson  described  a recent  visit  to 
the  Kennet,  where  in  a part  of  the  society’s  water 
he  saw  a pike  of  251b.  at  least,  and  expressed  a hope  that 
before  very  long  it  might  be  seen  on  the  society’s  table. 
Dr.  Head,  who  arrived  rather  late,  brought  up  a show  of 
grayling,  and  responded  to  the  toast  of  the  successful 
angler.  Mr.  W.  B.  Galloway,  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman,  Mr. 
Horace  Brown,  and  others  also  related  their  experiences 
of  the  week.  Mr.  Vincent  Bell,  of  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Piscatorials,  was  among  the  visitors.  Mr.  Galloway  (hon. 
see.)  announced  that  the  annual  supper  of  the  society,  at 
which  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  presides,  was  to  be  held  on 
Monday  the  22nd  inst.,  when  the  committee  hoped  to  see 
a goodly  gathering  of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  drew  attention  to  the  reports  of  Thames  fish- 
ing, which  he  knew  in  some  cases  to  have  been 
erroneous  or  exaggerated,  and  so  misled  anglers  who 
came  to  fish.  He  was  desirous  of  saying  that  he  cast 
no  reflection  on  the  T.  A.P.S. — quite  the  contrary,  for  he 
believed  their  work  to  be  well  and  efficiently  carried  out ; 
all  he  wanted  was  to  see  some  arrangement  made  by 
which  the  reports  sent  from  the  river  could  be  in  some 
way  better  authenticated  Mr.  Crumplen  said,  as  deputy 
chairman  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  he  was  sure  the  committee 
would  welcome  any  suggestion  calculated  to  benefit 
anglers  in  any  possible  way  ; and,  while  he  believed  the 
reports  voluntarily  sent  in  by  their  officers  to  be 
reliable,  there  was  no  doubt,  if  some  workable  plan 
could  be  devised  for  checking  river  reports  in  general, 
it  would  remove  misgivings,  and  sometimes  save  anglers 
from  disappointment  with  the  result  of  their  outings. 
The  society  had  a good  staff  of  keepers,  honorary  and 
otherwise,  and  they  certainly  all  rendered  good  service, 
as  Mr.  Wheeley  said.  The  time  honoured  toast  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  having  been  duly  given  and  welcomed 
warmly  as  of  old,  Dr.  Brunton,  in  his  customary  vein, 
proposed  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  to 
which  Mr.  Crumplen  suitably  responded,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings terminated. 


Jingling  Jftjefures. 

October  14.  ■ ■ ■ — 

Allason  United  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Bostonians  : Competition  at  Amberley. 

Camden  : Outing  to  Harefield. 

Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Wraysbury. 

Cosy  : Match  at  Rye  House. 

Dulwich  Waltonians : Competition. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  on  the  Wey. 

Enterprise  : Open  competition. 

Izaak  Walton:  Match. 

Jubilee  : Outing  to  West  Drayton. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Match  at  Kingston. 

Original  Alexandra  : Prize  outing. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Pulborough. 
Perseverance  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Esher. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 

Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Harlow. 

Sundial : Witney  competition. 

Wellington  : Prize  outing. 

October  15. 

Anglers’  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting. 
Seymour  Brothers  : Visit  and  concert. 

Sociable  Brothers  : Benefit  concert. 

October  16. 

Gresham  : Smoking  concert. 

Lychnobite  : First  winter  concert  (5  a.m.). 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 

October  17. 

Enterprise  Rovers  : Smoking  concert. 

Izaak  Walton  : Visit. 

Rivington  Angling  Society  : Concert  in  aid  of  General 
Preservation  Fund. 

South  London  : Match  at  Langford. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Prize  competition. 

October  18. 

West  London  : Match;  bank  or  punt. 

October  19. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


21. — Cobden  : Match  at  Henley. 

21. — Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

21. — Lady  of  the  Lake:  Outing. 

21. — South  Bermondsey  : Match  at  Yalding. 

21. — South  London  : Punt  match. 

21. — Waggoners  : Roving  match. 

21.  — West  London  : Roving  competition. 

22.  — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

23.  — Gresham  : Sea  fishing  at  Leigh. 

24.  — Serapis  : Reading  by  Mr.  Jardine. 

28. — Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Windsor. 

28. — Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition  at  Windsor. 
28. — Funny  Folks  : Match  at  Amberley. 

28.  — North  London  : Match  at  Windsor. 

29.  — Amicable  Waltonians  : Visit 
29. — Good  Intent : Benefit  concert. 

29.  — Highbury  : Supper  and  concert. 

30.  — Rodney  Piscatorials  : Visit. 

1. — New  Albion  Piscatorials  : Competition. 

3.  — Lychnobite  : Annual  dinner. 

4.  — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Langford  Hall . 

4. — Rose  and  Crown  : Roving  match. 

11. — Islington  Brothers  : Match  at  Harlow. 


Hepotts  from  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association.  — The  general  committee 
met  on  Monday  last,  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett, 
the  vice-president,  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of 
the  10th  Sept,  meeting  having  been  confirmed,  Mr.  R. 
Murphy,  the  chairman  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee,  read  the  proceedings  of  his  committee 
meeting,  held  on  Oct.  1.  It  was  reported  that  a large 
otter,  weighing  241b.,  had  been  caught  by  Mr.  G.  Wood- 
croft,  at  our  Langford  fishery.  Other  topics  were  dis- 
cussed, some  of  them  being  left  over  for  further  con- 
sideration. The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
brought  the  meeting  to  a close  at  a late  hour. — Hon. 
Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association.  — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Oct.  15,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’ Association  (No.  1,  Eastern  District). 
— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Society,  King  John’s  Head,  Mansfield- 
street,  Kingsland-road,  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  17. 
This  visit  being  to  my  own  club,  I hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  many  of  our  numerous  angling 
friends. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
4s.  Id.  from  the  Second  Surrey  Angling  Society, 
collected  at  return  visit,  and  3s.  8|d.  from  Sixth  Rye 
House  Competition. — R.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. 
— The  match  took  place  on  Oct.  7,  in  the  tidal  portion  of 
the  Thames,  but  as  the  usual  8oz.  was  not  obtained 
(although  7jOz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Slack)  no  prizes  were 
won.  The  match  will  be  continued  at  same  place,  and 
conditions  as  previously  announced  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Messrs.  Wood  (our  worthy  host)  and  E. 
Jackson  were  ont  on  the  Thames  on  the  10th,  and  had 
roach  and  dace.  The  glass  case  of  hawks  presented  to 
the  A.  B.  Windsor  competition  of  Oct.  28,  is  being 
greatly  admired. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — Since  my  last  report 


the  following  have  weighed-in  : J.  Drew,  S.  Cutbush, 
W.  Hopping,  W.  Hall,  and  J.  Scott.  It  is  hoped  that 
members  will  show  up  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  our 
outing. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Oct.  7 we  fished 
a match  at  Woking  with  the  following  result : Mr.  Had- 
away,  first,  with  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Barraclough, 
second,  roacti  and  dace;  and  Mr.  Jones,  third.  Mr. 
Bond,  Mr.  J.  Rich,  and  Mr.  Dixon  also  weighed-in.  Our 
next  match  will  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Oct.  28. — J. 
Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — I announced  last 
week  that  the  next  visit  on  the  C.D.U.V.  List,  would  take 
place  on  the  22nd,  but  finding  that  the  City  of  London 
and  Rising  Sun  had  a visit  on  the  same  night,  we  have 
postponed  our  visit  until  the  following  Monday,  Oct. 
29,  when  I trust  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  a large 
number  of  visitors.  Will  secretaries  please  to  note 
date,  so  as  not  to  clash.  On  Oct.  7 the  following  gentle- 
men had  fish  : Windier,  bream  and  roach  ; Coneybeare, 
bream  and  roach  ; Lambarth,  bream  and  T.  Hutchings, 
dace. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  — We 

had  a special  committee  meeting  (Mr.  Jones’s  testi- 
monial) when  it  was  arranged  that  the  concert  and 
presentation  will  take  place  early  in  November — date 
not  definitely  fixed.  I opened  the  subscription  list  last 
week,  and  members  who  have  not  sent  their  subscriptions 
will  kindly  do  so.  We  fish  on  Oct.  14  at  Pulborough  for 
four  prizes  and  one  left  over  from  last  month  ; go  where 
you  like.  We  also  made  a new  member,  and  still  have 
room  for  some  more.  I hope  members  will  attend  on 
meeting  nights,  it  will  help  me  in  the  business  in  hand. 
Will  members  whose  prizes  are  due  please  let  me  have 
them  in  as  they  are  won? — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  a match  on  the  14th  at  Amberley,  roving 
between  the  park  gates  and  Timberley  Bridge.  Train 
8.27  from  Clapham  Junction,  returning  from  Amberley 
at  7.10  p.m.  On  the  7th  Messrs.  Hudson,  Dejonge, 
and  J.  Cox  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  fish.  At  the  half- 
yearly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  wnich  was  postponed 
from  the  2nd  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  secretary,  the 
balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed,  which  showed  the 
club  to  be  in  a sound  financial  position,  and  a good 
balance  in  hand  carried  forward.  The  election  of  officers 
then  took  place,  with  the  following  result : Mr.  W. 
Hersant,  president;  Mr.  J.  Hudson,  vice-president; 
Mr.  Frost,  host,  treasurer  ; Mr.  Geo.  Martin,  weigher- 
in  ; Mr.  A.  Dodd,  check  secretary  ; Mr.  Geo.  Mumford, 
secretary.  17s.  6d.  was  collected  from  m ambers  for  the 
T.  A.  P.  Fund.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  to  arrange  next  outing  and  other  important 
business. — Geo.  Mumford. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  we  made  two  new' 
members,  Mr.  Wertheim  and  son,  lata  member  of  ours.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  that  Wednesday,  Oct.  10,  was 
half-yearly  night,  and  those  that  did  not  attend  please 
refer  to  rule  book,  and  please  attend  in  force  next 
Wednesday  to  settle  outing,  when  I hope  to  have  half- 
yearly  balance-sheet  in  hand. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.  — Most 
of  our  members  were  ont  on  the  7tn  inst.,  but  only 
the  following  weighed-in  fish  : J.  Gill,  roach  ; G.  Smith, 
roach;  W.  Haxted,  roach;  and  J.  Roach,  roach.  On 
Wednesday,  the  10th  inst.,  Messrs.  J.  Pailes  and 
Windsor  weighed-in  a very  nice  show  of  roach  from  the 
Thames.  Members  will  please  note  that  Wednesday 
last  was  quarterly  night,  and  next  Wednesday  night 
will  be  limit  night. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  the  7th,  Mr. 
Rundell  had  a nice  show  of  dace,  including  one  speci- 
men, and  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach.  On  Oct.  14  we  have  an 
open  competition  for  prizes  not  won  at  Amberley  on 
outing,  members  to  go  over-night  if  they  wish,  but  the 
day’s  take  only  to  weigh. — J.  H. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society  — On  Oct.  7,  in 
our  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  only  one  prize  was  taken, 
Mr.  O.  Jones  being  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  with  a 
nice  show  of  roaoti.  The  remaining  five  prizes  will  stand 
over  till  next  meeting  night.  I hope  secretaries  of  clubs 
that  have  had  books  of  tickets  for  J.  Heester’s  benefit 
will  please  send  unsold  tickets  in  at  once,  for  I want  to 
get  it  settled,  and  oblige — O.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Thames- 
street. — On  the  7th  Messrs.  Chambers,  Sharpless,  and 
Comley  had  a few  roach  and  dace.  The  Amicable 
Waltonian  Society  having  announced  their  visit  to  take 
place  the  same  date  as  ours,  Oct.  22,  have  most  kindly 
postponed  theirs,  for  which  we  return  them  our  thanks 
— J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Masons’ 
Arms,  Park-crescent,  Clapham.  — Our  match  on  the 
7th  inst.  resulted  as  follows : First,  Mr.  Sandle,  taking 
first  prize  with  roach  and  dace  ; second,  Mr.  Hokings, 
with  roach  ; third,  Mr.  Voylett,  with  roach  and  dace! 
Mr.  G.  Seaman  also  weighed-in  a fine  perch.  We  shall 
have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  our  Preservation 
box  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Central. — N.  Linden. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— A 
successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Eustonian 
Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  last  (cuairman,  Mr.  W. 
Stretch),  the  following  thirteen  societies  being  repre- 
sented, viz.,  Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  St.  John’s, 
Crown  and  Buckland,  Seymour  Brothers,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury,  North  London, 
Camden,  Royal  George,  Alma,  and  Patriotic.  The  next 
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visit  will  go  to  the  Amisablo  Waltonians,  held  at  tho 
Hun  Tavern,  Groat  Sutton-streot,  (ios well-road,  on 
Monday,  Oct.  29,  not  on  tho  22nd  as  previously 
announced.  The  annual  subscription  to  tho  above  is 
now  duo;  postal  orders  to  mo  at  the  Temple  Laundry, 
Doan-stroot,  Fottor-lano,  1*1.0.  F.  Cahtkll. 

Clissold  Angling-  Society,  Criokoters,  North- 
wold-road. — Several  of  our  members  wero  out  on  17th 
inst.,  whon  Mr.  Edwards  won  Mr.  Bedford’s  prise  with 
a nice  show  of  roach.  Will  all  members  kindly  notice 
that  wo  again  fish  for  the  prises  not  won  in  pogged- 
down  match  at  Choshunt  on  Oct  21. — W.  T.  G. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  150,  Horseforry-road,  S. W. 
— Wo  fish  our  match  at  Rya  House  on  Oct.  14.  All 
members  go  by  9 8 train  from  Livorpool-street.  Cease 
fishing  at  5 p.m. : all  fish  to  weigh-in  bar  eels;  no  livo 
bait  allowed.  I hope  all  members  will  turn  up  on  this 
oocosion,  so  as  to  make  our  first  competition  a success. 
— F.  Ross. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  :!4,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
Several  members  competed  at  Wade’s  Mill  on  the  7th 
inst.,  but  only  Messrs.  Glover  and  Rogers  had  fish. 
Mr.  Sherwood  won  the  prize  for  the  month  of  September. 
Mr.  Fickling  gives  a prize  for  the  most  weighing-in 
before  nine  o’clock  on  Sundays ; Mr.  Franklin  a prize 
for  the  most  before  ten  o’clock.  Wednesday  next  will 
be  quarterly  night.  We  intend  holding  a concert  after 
the  business,  when  I hope  wo  shall  have  the  company  of 
as  many  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend. 
We  intend  holding  these  concerts  during  the  winter 
months. — W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  — On  the  7th  inst.  ten 
members  competed  for  three  prizes  in  the  “ Forty- 
Guinea  Water.”  Result : E.  Wild,  first ; Pocock, 

second  ; Robinson,  third;  Cogswell,  fourth.  Mr.  Poore 
weighed-in  a very  handsome  show  of  roach  and  dace. 
On  Tuesday,  the  9th,  we  had  a very  fair  attendance, 
when  the  balance-sheet  was  presented  and  accepted, 
the  auditors,  Messrs.  Poore  and  E.  Lloyd,  congratulating 
the  society  on  their  financial  position.  It  was  also 
decided  to  have  an  outing  for  Christmas  prizes ; 
members  who  intend  to  compete  for  the  same  please 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  decide  when  and  where  they 
shall  be  competed  for. — S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians. — Our  competition  came  off 
at  Amberley  on  Oct.  7,  Mr.  Poncits  securing  the  first 
prize  with  roach  and  dace  (lib.  ljoz.  and  5oz.  respec- 
tively). Members  having  paid  their  entrance  fee  are 
reminded  that  they  may  again  compete  on  Oct.  14  for 
the  prizes  not  taken.' — Ed.  Morlibre. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  next  outing  of  the  club  takes  place 
on  Oct.  14  in  the  Riven  Wey,  from  Park  Bridge  to 
Wisley  Bridge  ; all  fish  to  weigh  ; all  start  first  train, 
and  members  to  meet  at  0.30  at  the  Blue  Anchor  after 
fishing.— W.  T.  Bruce. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — At  our  pegged-down  match  at 
Cheshunt  on  Oct.  14  we  managed  to  get  off  five  prizes— 
Mr.  Lefever,  bream  (21b.  13oz.),  taking  two  prizes  ; Mr. 
Killick,  bream  (lib.  ijoz.) ; Mr.  Tuck,  bream  (15|oz.)  ; 
Mr.  Balaam,  6oz.  Mr.  Wilkes  weighed-in  a nice  show  of 
roach  (61b.  8oz.).  On  Oct.  14  members  compete  for  Mr. 
Claydon’s  prize  ; all  fish  open. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Mantree 
House,  South  Tottenham. — Members  and  friends  are 
reminded  that  we  hold  a grand  smoking  concert  on 
Wednesday  evening  next,  Oct.  17. — J.  Kipp. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Since  my  last  Mr.  W. 
Holt  has  weighed-in  61b.  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Thames. — J.  Jeffery. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — On  Oct.  9 we  had  a splendid 
display  of  roach  taken  by  Mr.  W.  King;  total  weight  of 
twenty  fish,  271b.  14foz.,  two  fish  weighing  over  21b. 
each,  which  have  been  sent  to  be  preserved.  On  Oct.l  0 
Mr.  Norris  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  41b.  4|oz.  ; Mr. 
W.  Lill  also  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace. 
We  are  still  open  for  a few  gentlemen  to  join  this 
society. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate.  — On  Oct.  7 the  following 
members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Head,  roach  and  dace ; Mr. 
Catt,  roach  ; Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot,  a nice  show  of  bream  ; 
and  Mr.  Oliver,  bream.  Oct.  10,  poor  muster  ; no  busi- 
ness transacted  — Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 

21,  Goswell  Road,  E.C. — The  members  were  out  on 
Oct.  7,  but  did  not  have  much  sport.  Mr.  Hill  had  some 
roach,  one  weighing  ljlb.  Mr.  Vanhegan  and  Mr. 
Whitebread  also  had  roach  and  dace.  Members  will 
please  note  that  the  next  outing  will  be  on  Oct.  28. — 
G.  P. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Folcy-street,  W. — Our  outing  on  Oct.  7 was  a perfect 
success.  The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  Chapman 
and  Bryant,  and  Messrs.  Lambert,  Fowler,  Hall,  and 
Fellow  followed  close  after  them.  Some  of  our  members 
took  the  Lea,  and  among  them  Messrs.  Ellins,  Bailey, 
and  Bowring  showed  the  best  trays  of  roach  and  dace. 
We  had  thirteen  nice  shows,  and  all  in  good  condition. 
On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace 
from  Mr.  Pask,  some  of  the  dace  9^oz.  to  lOoz.  each. — 
John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Twenty -seven  of  our 
members  fished  at  Fittlewortb  on  the  7th  inst.  for  eight 
prizes.  They  were  all  taken  by  the  following  in  rotation  : 
Messrs.  G Kemp,  J.  Smith,  S.  Sampson,  Ben  Smith,  W. 
Hall,  F.  Raynor,  G.  Almeroth,  W.  Schofield.  Mr.  May- 
bury  showed  some  good  roach  from  Brandon  on  Tues- 


day. Tho  mombors  decided  to  fish  for  our  Christmas 
prizes  on  tho  first  Sunday  in  November.  Full  parti- 
culars lator  on.  A grand  concert  will  take  placo  at  our 
clubhouse  on  Oct.  29  for  the  bonofit  of  George  Huggott. 

I hope  it  will  be  well  responded  to. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Leyton-road.  Stratford  New  Town. — Since  my  last 
report  the  following  havo  weighed  fish  : Messrs.  F. 
Hudson,  roach ; J.  Grande,  roach  ; W.  Burling,  roach; 
W.  Steer,  roach  ; G.  Johnson  roach  ; and  F.  Wheeler, 
roach.  The  members  of  the  above  club  will  fish  a match 
at  Langford  Hall  on  Nov.  4. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — On  the 
7th  inst.  wo  had  some  good  fish  from  the  Central  water 
atPulboro’,  viz. : H.  Duncombe,  a fine  jack,  101b,  15oz.  ; 
J.  Cartwright,  roach,  51b.  15oz.,  several  fish  over  lib. 
each;  II.  Hutching,  J.  Evans,  and  F.  Watling  also  had 
roach  from  other  waters;  J.  Osborne,  roach,  131b.  3oz.  ; 
W.  Parkin,  a small  lot  of  roach. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  chair  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  J.  C.  Bartlett  on  Tuesday  evening.  The 
following  reports  on  fishing  during  the  past  week  were 
made  : Dr.  Ladell,  forty-one  codling,  whiting,  and  pout 
at  Deal ; Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  101  whiting,  twenty  pout,  six 
codling,  and,  including  other  fish  and  some  caught  by 
tho  boatman,  ten  score  of  fish.  Mr.  Close  hooked  and 
brought  to  the  surface  a conger  estimated  at  about  301b., 
but  he  then  broke  away.  Mr.  Zerfass,  a fine  show  of  roach 
from  the  Avon;  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  twenty  roach  from 
Tottenham.  Seven  members  had  been  to  Kelvedon,  but 
although  there  were  plenty  of  fish,  they  were  not  feeding. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Cook  (John  Bickerdyke)  presented  a copy  of 
his  book,  “ Days  in  Thule,”  to  the  library,  for  which 
he  was  thanked.  A smoking  concert  will  take  place  at 
the  society’s  rooms  next  Tuesday,  when  members  are 
invited  to  bring  friends.  On  Tuesday,  the  23rd,  there 
will  be  a sea  fishing  competition  off  Leigh  for  prizes. 
A train  will  leave  Fenchurch-street  at  8.23  a.m.  Mem- 
bers intending  to  take  part  are  requested  to  communi- 
cate with  Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  11,  Water-lane,  E.C., 
who  will  arrange  for  boats,  bait,  &c. — James  Tayler. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — On 
Oct  7 the  [two  prizes  remaining  over  from  our  match 
at  Cheshunt  on  Sept.  16,  were  taken  by  Messrs.  T. 
Thompson,  sen.,  and  W.  Thompson,  respectively,  both 
with  bream.  Should  like  to  see  a more  regular  atten- 
dance of  some  of  our  members.  Next  Tuesday  evening 
there  are  several  important  matters  to  bring  forward 
and  amongst  them,  the  arrangements  for  another  com- 
petition.— W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — We  were 
saved  from  a blank  on  Oct.  7 by  myself  weighing  a pike 
close  on  81b. ; Mr.  A.  Fish  some  nice  bream  and  roach. 
We  had  a most  enjoyable  evening  on  Monday  last,  when 
the  club  members  paid  a complimentary  visit  to  the 
Original  Alexandra  A.S.  Our  worthy  host  accompanied 
us  on  this  occasion,  likewise  taking  the  chair,  great 
praise  being  due  to  Mr.  Brockett,  the  secretary,  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  he  decorated  the  room  with 
flowers. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbridge  Angling  Association,  Rose  and 
Crown  Inn,  Highbridge,  Somerset. — Mr.  Jos.  Fouracre 
caught,  on  Saturday  last,  a pike  measuring  3ft.  3in. 
long,  17Jin.  girth,  and  weighing  16Jlb.  On  the  same  day 
Messrs.  Harris,  Font,  Britton,  Berryman,  and  Thomp- 
son had  some  fine  sport,  catching  nine  jack  and  pike, 
weighing  altogether  about  321b. ; this  brings  the  total 
close  on  100  of  the  above  been  caught  in  the  River  Brue 
since  the  commencement  of  the  season. — J.  Harris. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  lsledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — I have 
very  little  to  report  with  regard  to  the  sport,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Rutherford  saving  us  from  a blank  on  the  7th  by  a 
fine  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Our  supper  and  concert 
will  take  place,  as  previously  announced,  on  Monday, 
Oct.  29,  the  president,  Mr.  B.  L.  Cohen,  M.P.,  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  a host  of  celebrities.  Tickets  are 
now  ready,  3s.  each,  and  members  are  requested  to  aid 
the  committee  in  making  it  a thorough  success. — E.  W. 
Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  7 
several  of  our  members  fished  for  special  prizes  at  Ship- 
lake,  which  were  won  as  follows  ; F.  Gardner,  first ; S. 
Cole,  second  ; T.  Haycox,  third  ; W.  Cooper,  fourth  ; F. 
Newton,  fifth.  J.  Huntley  weighed-in  111b.  lO^oz  roach, 
and  H.  W.  Bailey,  31b.  12|oz.  roach — these  last  two 
from  the  Barge  Cut,  River  Lee,  at  Tottenham. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Jfortland-street,  W.  — On  Oct.  7 we  fished  a 
match  at  Richmond,  with  the  following  result : Mr. 
Wilson,  first,  with  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  ; Mr.  Pope, 
second,  with  dace ; Mr.  Pritchard,  third,  dace  and 
gudgeon ; and  Messrs.  Beckett  and  Gollop  tied  for 
fourth,  with  dace  and  gudgeon.  Mr.  Davis  weighed-in 
roach. — Snap. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Clachan, 
Sherborne-lane,  King  William-street,  E.C. — The  usual 
monthly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  when  we  elected  another  working  member.  Since 
my  last  report  Messrs.  Bell,  Cheshire,  and  Seyfang 
report  having  been  fishing,  but  with  very  indifferent 
results.  Mr.  Seyfang  reported  the  capture  of  a small 
jack,  of  nearly  21b.,  with  a worm,  which  was  duly 
returned,  it  being  just  under  size. — F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbnry-road. — Several  of  our  members 
wore  out  on  Oct.  7,  but  had  very  littlo  sport.  On  the 
9th  it  was  decided  to  have  a roving  match  at  Harlow  on 
Nov.  11  for  several  prizes.  Further  particulars  later 
on.  — J.  H.  Herbert. 
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Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  The  Old  King 

John’s  Hoad,  Mansfield-strect,  Kingsland-road,  N.li.— 
The  members  competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  Wed- 
nesday last  (the  19th  inst.).  GnU*  three  were  taken. 
As  announced  last  week  there  are  five  special  prizes  4« 
bo  fished  for  on  tho  14tb  inst.  Competitors  may  choose 
their  own  fishing  waters  for  those  prizes  (private  waters 
barred),  but  must  not  leave  London  before  tho  morning 
of  the  competition.  Tho  next  return  visit  (No.  1 Eastern 
District)  will  be  to  this  socioty  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  tho  17th  inst.,  on  which  occasion  we  shall  be  very 
pleased  to  bob  any  angling  friend  who  would  kindly 
favour  us  with  their  presence.  Mr.  F.  Holdt  weighed-in 
jack  on  the  7th  ; Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  had  bream  on 
the  same  day  ; Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley  weighed-in  roach  on 
Monday  last. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — Members  are  reminded  that  on  Oct.  14  we 
fish  a roving  match  at  Drayton  between  the  Shovel 
Bridge  and  the  next  bridge  towards  Cowley,  for  five 
prize-).  Firjt  train  from  Westbourne-park,  or  any 
subsequent  train  ; one  rod  only  ; jack  barred ; cease 
fishing  5.30  and  return  together.  Not  less  than  £lb.  of 
fish  to  take  a prize.  Members  arriving  after  the  first 
train  must  report  themselves  before  fishing. — A.  Ide. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  W.— Our  roving  match 
from  the  bank  on  the  7th  inst.  resulted  in  only  the  third 
prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Mason.  The  next  outing 
will  be  on  the  21st  inst.  Conditions  to  be  arranged. 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Lock  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and 
perch.— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  — On  Oct.  7 a few 
members  were  oat,  the  following  showing  fish : Mr. 
Muscatell,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  10joz.,  lib.  4|oz  ; Mr. 
Wallis,  jack ; Mr.  White,  chub ; Mr.  Watling,  dace. 
At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Ellingham  was  proposed  as  a 
working  member,  and  will  be  balloted  for  in  the  usual 
way  at  our  next  meeting. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  -5, 
Queen’s-sqnare,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — One  of  the 
four  grayliag  flies  given  by  me  in  last  week’s  report  was 
the  Willow,  not  the  Yellow,  as  printed.  Messrs.  T.  White 
and  Chetwynd,  two  of  our  members  were  at  Ellesmere. 
Shropshire,  two  or  three  days  last  week,  and  bad  very 
fair  sport  amongst  the  pike  and  perch,  and  these  fish 
appear  to  be  on  the  feed  in  this  water  just  now.  This 
mere— the  one  by  the  town — is  very  conveniently 
situated,  being  under  half  an  hour  from  the  railway 
station,  and  the  charge  for  pnnts  only  Is.  per  day.  The 
Red  Lion  Hotel  is  a good  place  to  stop  at,  and  there  are 
numerous  private  apartments  and  lodgings  to  be  had 
where  anglerswill  be  well  fed  and  lodged  most  reasonably. 
There  are  also  several  other  very  good  meres  within  easy 
distance,  in  which  there  are  plenty  of  good  fish,  and 
permission  to  fish  which  is  easily  obtained.  In  fact,  it 
is  a good  neighbourhood  for  the  bottom  fisher.  In  the 
contest  for  the  championship  of  the  Horsley  Canal  I 
notice  that  one  of  the  competing  clubs  weighed-in 
Joz.  3dr.  What  sort  of  fish  could  have  formed  this  catch  ? 
Surely  they  must  have  been  almost  invisible.  When 
will  anglers  see  the  folly  of  this  suicidal  policy.  Can 
any  fishery  prosper  out  of  which  such  sucklings  are 
allowed  to  be  taken.  It  is  quite  time  the  law  steppedin 
to  put  an  end  to  this  slaughter  of  the  innocents. — Rd. 
WOOLFALL. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 

There  will  be  a roving  match  on  Oct.  14  for  some  valuable 
prizes.  Members  intending  to  compete  must  meet  at 
Bromboro  Station  on  the  arrival  of  the  8.35  a.m.  train 
from  Woodside  Station,  and  weigh-in  at  the  post  box, 
Raby,  at  4 p.m.  prompt.  Captain,  Mr.  Meighen.  Mr. 
Isaac  Smith  got  a nice  basket  of  rudd  on  Oct.  7,  heaviest 
lib.  2oz. — James  Reynolds. 

Lycbnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — Twelve  members  attended  the  peg-down 
match  at  Langford  Hall  Fishery  on  Saturday,  Oct.  G. 
The  first  prize  (a  handsome  rod,  presented  by  Mr.  Fox 
Skinner,  mine  host  of  the  Ben  Jonson)  was  won  by 
Mr.  J.  Logan,  the  second  prize  (dgl)  by  Mr.  W.  Eady, 
and  the  third  prize  (10s.)  by  Mr.  F.  Whittle.  The  largest 
fish  taken  was  a lO^in.  roach.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
society  will  take  place  at  the  Blue  Last,  Broadway, 
Ludgate-hill,  on  Saturday,  Nov.  3,  and  the  annual 
meeting  at  the  headquarters  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  6.  The 
series  of  winter  concerts,  1894-95,  will  begin  on  Tues- 
day next,  the  16th  inst.,  at  headquarters,  at  5 a.m.  A 
communication  from  the  Editor  ot  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
re  the  Izaak  Walton  memorial,  was  placed  before  the 
members  at  the  last  meeting,  and  is  held  over  for 
further  consideration. — J.  E.  Griffiths. 

Hfiildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road. — We  had  a fair 
attendance  on  Tuesday,  and  a new  working  members 
made.  Mr.  H.  Stockdale,  at  Enfield  Lock,  had  a few 
roach  and  a jack  under  20in.,  which  was  returned 
to  the  water,  which  was  very  low  and  bright. — J. 
Comber. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road. — At  a well-attended  meeting  on  Thursday  last 
(Oct.  11),  it  was  decided,  re  objections  raised  in  con- 
nection with  the  manner  in  which  tho  Ringwood  outing 
was  fished,  that  the  mattor  be  finally  dealt  with  at  a 
general  meeting  to  be  held  on  Thursday  next,  when 
members  are  specially  requested  to  be  prosent.  The 
Thames  competition,  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  to  take 
place  on  Thursday,  Nov.  1,  was  disoussod,  the  chairman 
(Mr.  Grimmott)  suggesting  that  it  bo  fished  from  punts 
to  be  engaged  at  various  stations  up  tho  Thames ; 
puntsmen  and  partners  to  be  drawn  for.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews  weighod-in  roach  from  tho  club  wator  at 
Colnbrook. — A.  E.  Baldwin. 
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North-East  Brothers  Angling1  Society. — Ou. 

members  had  a rambling  expedition  on  Oot.  7,  for  prizes 
left  over  from  our  last  two  outings,  which  resulted  as 
follows:  G.  Daycook,  1st;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  2nd;  and 
W.  Moore  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace. — 
A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Hollo  way-road,  N. — Mr.  Driscoll  weighed-ina  nice  show1 
of  roach  on  the  7th  inst.  We  fish  a match  at  Windsor 
on  the  28th.  Members  are  also  to  bear  in  mind  that  they 
are  to  show  their  fish  before  returning  from  Windsor. 
Will  members  let  me  know  if  they  intend  taking  an 
A.  B.  S.  ticket,  so  that  they  can  have  two  chances  on 
one  day  for  Is.?  Wednesday  next  will  be  half-yearly 
night.— Greg. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  N.— Only  two  of  our  prizes 
announced  to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  7 at  St.  Margaret’s 
were  taken,  the  remainder  were  competed  for  in  the 
Thames  on  Oct.  14  at  Kingston,  and  resulted  as  follows 
Jas.  Bygrave,  first ; G.  Sutton,  second  ; N.  J.  Whittaker, 
third  ; C.  Colbert,  fourth  ; and  J.  Talbot,  fifth.  The 
other  to  be  arranged.  We  elected  a new  member  last 
meeting  night,  and  have  vacancies  for  a few  more 
eligible  young  men. — J.  Cuthbert. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green. — -We  have  been 
out  twice  for  seven  prizes,  only  five  of  which  have  been 
taken,  as  follows : Mr.  J.  Brewer,  first ; Mr.  J.  Franks 
second;  Mr.  B.  Preston,  third;  Mr.  A.  B.  Brockett, 
fourth  ; Mr.  R . Brockett,  fifth.  The  remainder  will  be 
fished  for  on  Oct.  14.  On  Monday  last  (Oct.  8),  we 
received  a most  enthusiastic  visit  from  the  Hearts  of 
Oak.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Joel,  the  worthy  host 
of  the  Old  Crown,  Brick-lane.  The  room  was  densely 
packed  ; the  harmony  of  the  very  best ; the  talent 
supplied  by  such  a vast  number  of  friends  and  brother 
anglers  that  space  will  not  admit  of  enumeration.  The 
vice-chairman  was  Mr.  Sam  Cole,  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  these 
friendly  visits  conduce  to  the  entente  cordial  which 
exists  between  all  anglers  good  and  true.  I beg  to 
thank  all  our  friends  who  honoured  us  with  their  com- 
pany on  this  occasion. — E.  Brockett. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A few  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  7th, 
but  only  three  had  fish  : Messrs.  Bell,  jack ; Dew,  roach  ; 
and  Hopton,  roach.  Our  benefit  on  the  8th  inst.  for 
Brother  L.  Lewis  was  very  well  patronised  and  an 
enjoyable  evening  spent. — W.  Skeggs. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.— We  fish 
our  next  match  on  Oct.  14,  at  Pulborough,  when  Mr 
Luff,  of  the  St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  will  photo- 
graph the  members  on  the  Swan  Bridge.  Mr.  Gibbs  had 
a very  nice  jack,  61b.  L3foz.,  also  some  very  nice  roach 
and  bream  on  Oot.  7. — G.  Etherington. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Oxford-street,  E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  7th  inst.  Messrs.  Cresswell  and  Silverton 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Sept.  30  Messrs.  Keillar  and  Bouffler 
weighed-in  roach,  dace,  bream,  and  gudgeon.  On 
Oct.  7 Messrs.  C.  and  F.  Dove  and  R.  Carr,  bream, 
roach,  and  dace.  One  of  our  members  fishing  at 
Amberley  on  same  date  caught  a small  salmon.  On 
Tuesday  night  Messrs.  Harman  and  Lake,  of  the  late 
Burton  Piscatorials,  were  proposed  as  working 
members,  and  three  prizes  of  half  a guinea  each  were 
added  to  our  list,  to  be  fished  for  in  the  Thames  later 
on. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  Kent-road. — We  had  a good  show  on 
Oct.  7,  Messrs.  Utting  and  Fridel  having  eighty-two 
perch,  twenty-one  roach,  one  jack  ; Mr.  W.  Spencer 
had  a conger  eel  (9£lb.)  from  Tenby,  in  Wales  ; and  Mr. 
Edwards,  conger  eel,  mullet,  codling,  and,  a rare 
specimen  of  the  bottle-nose  shark  about  4ft.  in  length. 

I am  sorry  these  gentlemen  were  too  late  to  weigh-in. — 
T.  H.  Mitchell. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — On  Oct.  7 Mr. 
Whitford,  with  some  nice  roach,  saved  us  from  a blank. 
On  Monday  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Robbins  and  Janes, 
went  through  the  books  of  the  society,  and  being 
satisfied  with  them,  congratulated  the  society  on  its 
financial  condition.  There  will  be  a special  meeting  on 
the  22nd  to  consider  the  question  of  an  outing. — W. 
Bowyer. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street,  W.— 
Several  members  were  out  on  the  7th,  but  very  little 
was  done,  only  two  weighing-in— Mr.  Brett,  two  jack ; 
Mr.  Sheer  a nice  bream,  21b.  4-joz.  The  three  prizes 
not  taken  in  the  match  on  Sept.  16  will  be  fished 
for  on  Oct.  14,  at  Esher,  same  conditions  as  last, 
leave  Waterloo  by  the  9.5  a.m.  train.— C.  H.  S. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.— The  next  visit 
on  the  South  London  Visiting  List  takes  place  at  the 
above  on  Tuesday,  30th  inst.,  when  I hope  all  clubs  on 
the  list  will  show  up  in  full  force  on  that  date.  Several 
of  our  members  were  out  on  the  7th,  when  I am  sorry 
to  say  only  two  weighed-in  : Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  roach 
and  bream ; J.  Wigley,  roach  and  dace.  — - F.  T. 
Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone. 

— Most  of  our  members  fished  at  Uxbridge  on  Oct.  7,  in 
the  pegged-down  match,  but  owing  to  some  slight  mis- 
understanding it  does  not  count,  and  the  match  will  be 
postponed  until  Nov.  4 (roving).  Our  auditors’  report 
for  the  quarter  ending  Oct.  1 shows  a very  handsome 
balance  in  the  treasurer’s  hands. — R.  G.  Rogers. 


Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  7th  inst.  the 
following  members  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Holder,  carp 
and  roach  ; Vanghan,  roach  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  Webber, 
roach.  I hope  to  see  those  members  next  Wednesday 
who  were  not  present  on  the  10th.  Mr.  Shaw’s  prize 
for  the  gross  weight  of  roach  is  now  in  full  swing.— 
J.  Gibbons.  j~- ^ 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coburn-road,  Bow1.— 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  9th,  and  the 
following  weighed  in  : Mr.  Alf  Barclay  a good  show 
of  roach,  and  Mr.  Day  perch.  The  auditing  took  place 
on  Oct.  2,  and  was  found  satisfactory.  Several  good 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  if  members  will  kindly  attend 
on  Tuesday  next  to  decide  date  and  place.  Mr.  G.  Yeo, 
and  Mr.  J.  Yeo  have  also  given  prizes. — F.  Pignabelli’. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  have  been  doing 
very  little  among  the  fish  this  last  week,  but  have  been 
doing  well  with  new  members.  Mr.  J.  Heath,  Mr. 
Westaway,  and  Mr.  Longstaff  were  elected  working 
members  at  our  last  meeting,  and  we  have  three  more 
to  elect  next  Wednesday.  Members  are  reminded  that 
there  are  prizes  for  Oct.  14,  21,  and  28  (go  where  you 
please). — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s.— On  Oct.  7 
we  were  saved  from  a blank  by  Mr.  J.  Connolly  with 
roach  and  dace,  one  roach  counting  for  a prize. — G.  Y. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.  —On  the  7th  Mr.  J.  Wright 
took  first  of  the  second  series  of  prizes  left  over  on  the 
previous  week.  The  remaining  prize  will  be  fished  for, 
same  conditions  as  last  week.  Mr.  G.  Ballinger  had  a 
fine  tray  of  bream  and  roach  from  Central  waters  at 
Amberley  (largest  roach  lib.  12oz.).  On  Tuesday  the 
members,  with  their  friends  of  the  clubs  enrolled  on  the 
S.L.U.V.  List,  paid  us  a visit,  and  a bumper  it  was 
twenty-two  clubs  answering  to  the  roll.  The  chair  was 
ably  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  the  genial  host  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette , favoured  us  with  his  presence,  and 
expressed  his  views  re  the  proposed  memorial  window 
to  Izaak  WAlton.  The  evening  was  pleasantly  spent, 
having  good  talent,  both  vocal  and  instrumental 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  W.— On  Oct.  24  Mr.  Jardine 
will  read  a paper  on  “ Sea  Serpents  and  Fabulous 
Fishes.”  Our  salon,  which  easily  accommodates  over 
a hundred  individuals,  we  expect  will  be  well  filled, 
as  anglers  from  numerous  clubs  have  signified  their 
intention  to  be  present.  To  add  to  the  attractions  of 
our  almost  uparalleled  museum  of  fish  specimens,  on  this 
occasion  will  be  exhibited  casts  of  very  large  perch  and 
pike,  amongst  the  latter  will  be  fish  of  231b.,  251b.,  271b. 
(the  English  pike,  which  exceeds  in  dimensions  the  371b. 
Lough  Conn  pike,  about  which  a controversy  is  going 
on  at  present),  311b.,  3Glb.,  371b.,  and  another  particu- 
larly fine  pike  of  371b.  We  cordially  invite  brother 
anglers,  who  will  have  a hearty  welcome.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,— J.  G.  Laming 
Sociable  Brothers,  The  Hope,  Pollards-row,  Bethnal 
Green.— We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on  Oct.  7.  Mr. 
Hooper,  111b.  of  roach;  Mr.  Hart,  D.  Marks,  Isaaeks 
also  had  some  good  fish.  Mr.  Lazarus’s  benefit  takes 
place  on  Oct.  15,  when  some  useful  articles  will  be  dis- 
posed of  ; tickets,  3d. — T.  Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials.— We  elected  two  working  members  on  Friday 
last,  when  the  balance-sheet  for  the  last  half  year  was 
pronounced  satisfactory.  We  fish  a match  at  Yalding 
on  Oct.  21  for  three  prizes— first  (presented  by  Mr. 

C.  E.  Moon),  10s.  6d. ; second,  Answers’  prize ; third, 
Pearson’s  prize. — -A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  Oct.  7,  Mr.  G.  had 
15|lb.  roach  ; Mr.  Dartnall,  111b.  lloz.  roach  and  bream 
and  Mr.  Boorman,  a jack  of  51b.  4oz.  On  Wednesday 
next  we  fish  for  two  prizes  at  Langford.  Final  arrange- 
ments for  the  punt  match  on  Oct.  21,  will  be  made  on 
Wednesday  next. — J.  J.  F. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — -The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Oct.  7 : Messrs.  Morgan,  roach  and  bream  ; Coombs, 
roach;  Morrish,  roach;  Stapleton,  dace  ; Bolding,  roach 
and  dace  ; and  Chamberlain,  perch. — G.  Marrows. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  fished  a pegged-down  match  at  Surly  Hall 
on  the  7th  inst.  for  the  rest  of  the  given  prizes.  Messrs. 

R.  Lawes,  first ; E.  Church,  second  ; A.  Venn,  third  ■ 

H.  Fennell,  fourth  ; J.  Turner,  fifth.  J.  Steer,  e! 
Skeats,  and  J . Payne  weighed-in  roach.  Other  members 
were  out,  but  did  not  weigh-in. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon 
Vauxhall  Cross.— On  the  7th  inst.  the  following  had 
fish  : Mr.  Martin,  roach  and  bream ; Mr.  Birch,  roach  ; 

A.  Pain,  roach ; Frankum,  roach  and  dace  ; Betts, 
roach;  J.  Russ,  roach  and  dace;  J.  J.  Russ,  roach 
and  dace.  I hope  members  will  show  up  next  Tues- 
day as  there  is  some  important  business  to  settle  con- 
cerning our  next  match,  which  takes  place  on  the 
21st. — H.  C. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Wal- 
worth, S.E.— On  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  16,  we  hold  the  first 
smoking  concert  of  the  season,  with  host  of  talent.  Mr. 

W.  Mills  will  take  the  chair,  Mr.  H.  Bayly  the  vice- 
chair. A hearty  welcome  awaits  all  anglers  and  friends 
Ladies  especially  invited.  On  Wednesday  next,  the 
17th,  there  will  be  open  competition  for  six  prizes, 
the  lapsed  prize  from  the  last  Wednesday  competition 
(first  prize  two  guineas). — C.  Hebble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — A good  number  of  our 


members  were  out  at  Amberley  on  the  7th,  but  had  very 
poor  sport.  Mr.  Gemble  secured  the  first  prize  with 
bream,  the  remaining  three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on 
the  14th,  where  you  like. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — Our  members  had  a 
few  fish  on  the  7th,  viz.,  Mr.  Harden,  sen.,  jack  ; Mr. 
Harden,  jnn.,  jack,  and  Mr.  Renn,  roach.  We  have  a 
monthly  prize  of  half-guinoa  for  jack  this  month, 
Ootober— W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Oct.  7,  and  the  following  weighed  in  fish  : 
Messrs.  C.  Roberts,  jack,  31b.  4£oz.  ; a perch,  lib.  5Joz. ; 
H.  Mills,  lib.  4Joz.  of  roach  ; C.  Maxted,  Robo.than, 
Simmons,  and  Newton  also  had  fish. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  next  match  is  arranged  to  take 
place  on  Oct.  18  and  Oct.  21 ; roving  competition,  bank 
or  punt,  for  four  prizes,  public  water  only.  Our  presi- 
dent will  give  a “ Bickerdyke’s  Book  on  Angling”  for 
the  heaviest  roach  over  lib.  weight.  Members  fishing 
on  the  Thursday  must  give  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on 
or  before  day  of  match. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  7 several 
members  journeyed  to  Esher,  but  with  little  success. 
On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  go  to  Horley  to  fish  for 
the  cup  and  four  club  prizes.  One  rod  only  ; all  fish 
according  to  rules.  Any  member  wishing  to  compete 
to  be  at  Victoria  Station  at  7 a.m.  To  cease  fishing  at 
6 p.m.  On  Thursday  the  delegates  met  in  strong  force, 
no  less  than  twelve  clubs  being  represented.  The 
visiting  officer  on  opening  the  Benevolent  box  was  much 
pleased  to  find  its  contents  amounted  to  16s.  9d.  Some 
good  harmony  brought  the  evening  to  a close. — J.  E. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High  Street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week.  The  weighing  in  was  as  follows  : Messrs. 
W.  G.  Northam,  jack  and  roach,  51b.  3oz.  ; W.  E. 
Mathews,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  91b.  3foz.  ; F.  Cress- 
well,  chub,  lib.  3foz.  ; J.  Holloway,  bream,  71b.  llfoz. 
— P.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Ye  Olde 
Three  Colts,  Old  Ford-road. — Our  members  were  out 
on  Oct.  7 with  the  following  result : Mr.  C.  Toye 
weighing-in  dace ; Mr.  Seigenberg,  dace ; Mr.  Hirst, 
dace.  Three  working  members  were  made  last  Thurs- 
day, Messrs.  Randell,  Phillips,  and  Ferns. — C.  Toye. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  COMPETITION 
(WINDSOR),  Oct  28. 

The  committee  (nearly  thirty)  were  present  on  the 
11th,  and  the  previous  minutes  confirmed.  All  the 
committee  are  requested  to  be  present  next  Thursday 
for  final  instructions  for  duty  on  Oct.  28  I also  beg  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  twenty-six  prizes  from  Mr. 
Malby,  secretary  to  late  Lea  competition,  and  Mr. 
Jennings  was  thanked  for  conveying  same  to  this  com- 
mittee. We  also  received  a handsome  case  of  hawks 
from  Allason  United  Brothers,  and  roach  rod  from 
Mr.  G.  H.  Wood,  host  of  same  society.  I thank  all 
who  will  kindly  forward  me  their  prizes,  so  that  they 
may  be  announced  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  oblige. 

B.  Abrahams,  Hon.  Sec. 

P.S. — I beg  to  acknowledge  5s.  from  Mr.  Bourne. 


GENERAL  PRESERVATION  AND 
RESTOCKING  FUND. 

Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  donations  from  : — £ s.  <J, 

Gresham  Angling  Society 1 15  q 

True  Caledonian  1 3 o 

Bostonian  12  6 

Battersea  Friendly  0 17  6 

Camden  and  Kentish  Town  0 10  0 

Perseverence 0 5 0 

Beaufoy  0 5 0 

Great  Eastern  0 5 0 

R.  Ghurney,  Sec. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which 
is  supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London’ 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge 
to  our  readers. 

H.  Peel,  of  5,  St.  George’s-road,  Redditoh,  for  “ Im- 
provements in  baits  for  fishing  purposes.” 

F.  Waite,  of  32,  Mount  Risgah,  and  J.  T.  Chippendale, 
for  “ Improvements  in  holders  for  fishing  rods.”’ 


Our  Yarmouth  contributor  writes  that  on  Saturday 
he  had  a novel  experience  in  fishing.  Under  the 
guidance  of  an  old  Breydoner,  he  rowed  in  a flat- 
bottomed  punt  up  some  of  the  channels  in  that  vast 
expanse  of  mud  flats,  Breydon  Water,  and  wherever  a 
“ drain  ” was  emptying  itself  a five-pointed  spear  was 
struck  sharply  into  the  shallow  water  in  the  vicinity. 
In  this  way  thirty  fine  butts  were  secured  and  brought 
up  wriggling  on  the  spear,  from  which  they  were  struck 
with  a piece  of  wood,  as  the  result  of  two  hours’  sport. 
On  several  projecting  mounds,  he  says,  he  also  noticed 
clusters  of  mussels.  With  proper  treatment  he  thinks 
these  flats  oould  be  converted  into  excellent  mussel 
grounds.  What,  of  course,  is  wanted  is  an  enterprising 
man  with  both  faith  and  capital.  Patience,  per- 
severance, and  the  adoption  of  tho  most  improved 
methods  of  culture,  would,  within  a short  space  of  time 
probably  secure  an  ample  molluscous  harvest. — Fish 
Trades  Gazette, 
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Tub  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Society  arc 
striving  their  level  host  to  assist  in  making  the  General 
Preservation  Pond  worthy  of  the  name.  Two  gentle- 
men of  this  society  who  travelled  trom  Eton  to  Chelsea 
for  tho  purpose  of  attending  the  “ Brompton  Smoker,” 
and  whose  names  I could  not  romembor,  wore  Mr.  J.  C. 
Ilowlott  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Mitchell. 

******* 

The  Anglors’  Bonevolent  Society’s  match  at  Windsor 
is  very  much  on  tho  lupin,  Oot.  28  being  the  day  fixed 
for  thiB  interesting  function.  It  is  said  there  are  plonty 
of  fish  in  the  Thames  (more  than  over  wore  caught)  so 
that  the  largo  number  of  prizes  which  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams  has  to  dispose  of  may  possibly  be  won,  and 
the  funds  very  largely  augmented.  Brother  anglors  do 
not  forget  this  is  a prize  outing  for  a good  cause. 

******* 

Talking  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent,  I hear  from  Mr. 

R.  Ghurney  (the  secretary),  that  the  club  of  which  he  is 
also  the  secretary  (the  Iloxton  Brothers,  of  Kingsland- 
road,  Shoreditch),  will  have  a “ visit  ” on  Monday,  Oct. 
22.  There  will  also  be  a grand  concert,  at  which  a host 
of  talent  will  appear;  when  the  A.  B.  box  is  pretty 
certain  to  weigh  a trifle  heavier.  The  champion  chair- 
man—Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  host  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers— will  preside.  Every  angler  who  knows  the 
Good  Shepherd,  will  also  know  that  the  concert  will  be 
worth  attending. 

******* 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  South  London  Visit 
to  the  Second  Surrey,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  most  ably 
presided,  being  supported  by  members  representing 
twenty-two  clubs,  some  of  whom  came  long  distances — 
and  “ would  not  be  out  of  it.”  The  evening  was  a most 
enjoyable  one  (nothing  new  for  the  Second  Surrey).  The 
president  of  the  S.L.U.V.,  Mr.  G.  H.  Field,  “ called  the 
roll”  amid  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  Messrs.  Harry 
Patman  and  (J.  H.)  Tucker,  two  well-known  and  well-tried 
workers  in  every  good  cause,  were  among  the  number, 
and  embraced  the  opportunity  of  expatiating  on  the 
good  work  the  A.B.S.  was  doing.  The  question  of  the 
Memorial  Window  was  also  introduced  (every  secretary 
has  received  a circular),  and  it  was  stated  that  when 
the  money  for  the  proposed  memorial  to  our  Patron 
Saint  was  subscribed,  and  the  balance  paid  into  the 
coffers  of  the  A.B.S.,  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  prove  a 
lasting  monument  not  only  to  “ Old  Izaak,”  but  also  to 
his  numerous  followers. 

******* 

For  the  information  of  one  or  two  correspondents  who 
“have  heard  something  about  the  winder,”  I may 
remind  them  that  at  Broxbourne,  in  August,  1893,  at 
the  luncheon  to  celebrate  the  tercentenary  of  Izaak 
Walton’s  birth,  it  was  announced  that  “as  there 
was  no  memorial  of  Walton  in  London,  steps  should 
be  taken  to  provide  one,”  and  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  was  asked  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 
He  has  done  so.  No  charge  of  any  kind  will  be  made, 
and  should  the  subscriptions  be  in  excess  of  the  amount 
required,  the  surplus  will  be  handed  over  to  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  From  the  list  of  subscriptions  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  Amwell  Magna  Fishery  has  mag- 
nanimously given  two  guineas  : the  True  Waltonians, 
two  guineas  ; the  Nene  Angling  Society,  one  guinea  ; 
the  Portsmouth  Waltonians,  one  guinea  ; and  the 
United  Brothers,  half  a guinea.  “ Bis  dat,”  &c. 

• * * * * * * 

I am  in  receipt  of  a kind  invite  to  that  old-established 
and  world  renowned  society — the  Highbury — to  be 
present,  on  Oct.  29,  to  the  annual  supper  and  smoking 
concert.  Mr.  Edward  W.  Wheatley  (the  hon.  sec.,  will 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  make  it  a success.  Mr.  B. 
L.  Cohen  (the  respected  president)  will  take  the  chair 
on  this  auspicious  occasion.  It  is  also  rumoured  that 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  will  be  present.  The  large  roach 
(31b.  5oz.)  is  now  in  the  club-room,  and  that  alone  will 
be  worth  a visit.  Mr.  Thorley  will  “ open  the  case  ” — I 
mean  the  A.  B.  box — and  altogether  a treat  may  be 
anticipated. 

******* 

The  Rivington  Angling  Society  announce  a concert 
in  aid  of  the  General  Preservation  Fund.  Amongst 
their  members  there  are  some  who  believe  in  the 
necessity  for  putting  fish  in  as  well  as  taking  them 
out.  The  date  is  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  17 ; the 
clubhouse  the  Bricklayer’s  Arms,  Rivington-street, 
Shoreditch.  I hope  to  see  a good  muster,  and  to 
spend  a pleasant  hour. 

******* 

Mr.  George  Taylor,  on  Friday  last,  staying  at  the 
Swan  Hotel,  Tenbury  Wells,  Worcestershire,  caught 
seven  and  a half  brace  of  grayling,  weighing  111b.  2oz., 
taken  with  Green  Insect,  Mulberry  Dun,  and  Hare’s 
Ear.  Many  good  baskets  have  also  been  taken  since. 

******* 

On  Oot.  2,  while  Mr.  Alexander  Thomson,  merchant, 
Girvan,  was  out  on  the  lower  water  with  a small  rod  and 
light  tackle,  fishing  with  fly  for  whitling,  he  hooked,  and 
after  half  an  hour’s  play  landed,  a splendid  salmon  of 
241b.  weight. 

******* 

Our  enterprising  contemporary,  Science  Shiftings, 
has  just  decided  a most  interesting  question,  which,  in 
view  of  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  was  asked  at  a 
particularly  fitting  moment.  The  object  was  to  find  out 
which  is  tie  most  popular  beef  essence  in  tho  market, 
and  a spirited  competition  was  hold  by  its  readers, 
which  resulted  in  placing  Bovril  at  the  head  of  the  poll 
with  4318  votes.  As  11,503  votes  were  taken,  and  all 
the  well-known  products  (nine  in  number)  of  this  nature 


woro  in  competition,  this  is  tolerably  conclusive  evidence 
of  tho  universal  popularity  of  Bovril.  Every  angler 
should  provide  himself  with  this  most  sustaining  and 
comforting  beef  essence.  During  the  corning  winter 
either  on  tho  bank  or  in  tho  punt,  the  little  spirit  lamp 
will  boat  sufficient  water  to  make  a cup  of  Bovril.  In 
addition  to  the  “ cubes  ” of  crust  intended  for  the 
delectation  of  big  roach,  a few  “ cubes  ” of  dry  toast 
should  be  carried.  When  tho  aroma  of  this  appetiser 
and  satisfyer  titillates  the  olfactory  nerve,  the  merest 
tyro  will  know  how  to  “ tackle  ” it. 

• • ***** 
Kingston-on-Thames  has  many  pleasant  re- 
minscences  for  me.  It  has  a good  tackle  maker  ; some 
good  roach  and  barbel  are  to  be  bad  from  the  “ silvery 
Thames  ” hard  by  ; and  it  has  a largo  number  of  anglers 
who  are  not  affiliated  to  the  great  body.  I note  in  the 
correspondence  columns  (which,  by  the  way,  contain 
one  or  two  interesting  items  on  Thames  fishing),  that 
an  angling  society  is  about  to  bo  formed.  As  it  will  be 
piloted,  or  championed,  or  steered,  or  guided  by  the 
well-known  author  of  “The  Lower  and  Mid  Thames  ” 
(a  book  which  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  London 
angler),  I shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  the  “ Kingston 
Piscatorials  ” do  not  become  “ a power  in  the  land.”  I 
shall  certainly  watch  for  their  reports  from  Kingston. 
Success  to  them  ! 

******* 

Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine  will  read  a paper  before  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  Serapis  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Oct.  4.  The  subject  will  be  “ Sea  serpents  and  fabulous 
fishes.”  Some  grand  specimen  fish  will  be  on  view,  and 
to  prove  whether  they  are  or  are  not  fabulous,  brother 
anglers  are  cordially  invited,  when  they  will  not  only 
be  amused  but  possibly  instructed. 

******* 

Men  we  Meet. 

(Portrait  of  “Milkie.’’) 

In  rustic  garb  arrayed, 

Big  boots,  much  ready  made, 

And  a clownish  hat  that  stuck  upon  his  head  in 
pose  awry. 

With  a smile  from  “ ear  to  ear,” 

From  a mouth  just  made  for  beer, 

And  just  a merry  twinkle  in  his  small  inquiring  eye. 


With  a rod  grasped  in  his  hand, 

He  takes  a posing  stand, 

With  his  other  hand  thrust  deep  into  his  pocket. 
“ don’t  you  know.” 

And  that’s  a sketch,  forsooth, 

Of  the  little  rustic  youth 

We  anglers  meet  beside  the  stream,  who  “ would  a 
fishing  go.” 

* * - * * * * * 

A correspondent  writes  : — •“  Oulton  Broad  (Lowes- 
toft) has  now  quite  assumed  its  winter  appearance.  No 
one  appreciates  the  change  so  much  as  the  angler,  who 
is  quick  to  avail  himself  of  the  unusual  quiet ; and  well 
has  he  been  repaid  for  his  efforts.  Some  excellent  takes 
of  roach  have  been  made  during  the  last  fortnight,  many 
boats  taking  140  to  200  sizeable  fish  up  to  fib.  each. 
Pike  fishing  has  also  commenced  well,  fish  up  to  151b. 
having  been  taken.  The  weeds  are  still  very  thick  and 
troublesome.” 

******* 

On  Tuesday  last  a member  of  the  Serapis,  while 
fishing  for  perch  in  the  Lea,  landed  a 4Jlb.  trout  in  fine 
condition.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  was  quickly 
returned.  My  informant  quietly  asks  why  it  could  not 
have  come  at  the  proper  time. 

******  * 

One  thing,  among  others,  says  the  Saturday  Review, 
even  the  millionaire  cannot  buy,  and  that  is  salmon 
fishing.  He  might  rent,  an  angling  Winans,  every  river 
from  Eden  in  Cumberland  to  tho  Naver,  and  yet  might 
scarce  ever  get  a chance  to  wet  a hopeful  fly.  At  this 
moment  a countless  number  of  salmon  and^a  largo 
multitude  of  fishers  are  and  have  long  been  ‘ waiting 
for  rain.”  Tho  position  of  tho  fish  is  deplorable.  From 
tho  little  stone  bridge  over  a pellucid  Highland  stream 
you  may  observe  in  water  4ft.  deep  and  in  a pool  15yds. 
long  tho  bored  and  weary  shadows  of  a dozen  fish  lying 
still  as  their  shadows  on  the  rocks.  To  throw  in  a 


stone  is  a charity,  as  it  stirs  them. to  a brief  languid 
movement  and  promotes  circulation.  I he  smaller 
salmon  form  an  advanced  guard,  tho  bigger  lie  in  a 
line  behind,  having  appropriated  the  deeper  water,  Ihe 
sea  is  only  100  yards  to  the  rear,  but  they  cannot  get 
down  and  they  cannot  get  up.  A month  since  spots 
of  the  fatal  white  fnngus  of  disease  began  to  appear 
on  the  backs  of  the  salmon;  hence,  as  pollution  w 
unknown,  we  may  conclude  that  overcrowding  and  lack 
of  fresh  water  are  tho  first  causes  of  tho  pestilence. 
******* 

Mr.  Everaud  Ripley,  of  Richmond,  writes:  “ We 
send  you  herewith  particulars  of  two  good  fish  which 
have  been  sent  to  us  this  week.  The  first  is  a jack 
which  was  taken  on  Oct.  7 by  Mr.  R.  H.  Hastings,  from 
a pond  at  Addlestono,  while  gorge  fishing.  He  hooked 
half  a dozen  others,  but  owir.g  to  the  weeds  being  yet 
strong  and  very  thick,  the  fish  broke  away.  Ihe 
captured  fish  weighed  8Jlb.  ; extreme  length  32in.,  nose 
to  fork  of  tail  30 Jin. ; girth  14iin.  The  other  is  a 
barbel  of  81b.,  captured  by  Mr.  H.  Murrell,  fishing  with 
J.  Brain,  near  Kew  Bridge.  The  “ bag  included 
several  other  barbel,  ranging  from  41b.  to  Gib.  in  welKht. 
The  dimensions  of  the  8-pounder  are : Extreme  leDgth 
27fin.,  to  fork  of  tail  2Gin.,  while  the  chest  measure- 
ment showed  14£in.,  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the 
jack.  Both  of  these  fish  were  females.” 

* * * * . * 

We  are  not  ourselves  much  in  fear  ol  having  to  ao 
time,”  but  we  can  appreciate  the  cleverness  of  the  won- 
derful illusion  presented  by  Morritt  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium.  This,  the  newest  of  the  vanishing  lady 
mysteries,  is  entitled  “ The  Convicts  Escape.  I' wo 

cabinets  are  placed  on  the  stage  in  which  the  only  method 
of  closing  is  by  means  of  blinds,  the  visitor  being  able 
to  see  through  the  cabinet  from  and  on  a.11  sides,  whilst 
lights  are  placed  underneath.  A diminutive  warder 
brings  on  to  the  stage  two  enormous  convicts,  who  are 
promptly  locked  up  in  the  cabinets,  the  blinds  are  drawn 
down  for  an  instant,  and  when  raised  it  is  seen  that  the 
convicts  are  gone  but  in  their  place  are  two  lair 
damsels. 

******* 

A correspondent,  who  is  the  happy  possessor  ot  a 
voice,  has  taken  quite  a fancy  to  the  sea-sarpent  verses 
which  appeared  last  week.  He  wants  to  sing  them  at  a 
forthcoming  “smoker,”  and  asks  me  what  air  they  will 
go  to.  Well,  in  that  matter  he  can  please  himselt. 

I think,  however,  that  he  will  find  the  old  tune  A 
Beautiful  Boy  ” the  right  one.  Here  is  another  verse 
or  two,  which  he  can  give  as  an  encore  ; 

One  morning  the  sarpent  was  taken  so  ill, 

He  fancied  the  moon  would  just  do  for  a pill ; 

“ Why,”  sez  he,  “ I can’t  reach  it,  surprising  to  find— 

I must ’grow  a yard  longer,  or  alter  my  mind.” 

Then  a change  in  his  diet  he  tried,  oh  ! 

To  salt  fish  he  wouldn’t  be  tied,  oh  ! 

They  scarcely  half  filled  his  inside,  oh  ! 

So  he  ate  up  a few  of  his  kind. 

Once  I saw  two  sarpents  fitin’,  if  you’ll  believe  me, 

Such  a tarnation  splashin’  I never  did  see  ; 

Up  comes  the  old  cusses  all  covered  with  gore  ; 

But  he  bolted  ’em  both— and  then  looked  round  for 
more- 

I thought  I’d  have  laughed  till  I died,  oh  ! 

When  his  mouth  wide  again  open’d  wide,  oh  ! 

And  an  iceberg  he  swallowed  he  spied,  oh  ! 

What  a stomach  he  had  to  be  sure  ! 

Moral  by  the  Printer’s  Devil. 

When  you’re  telling  such  crammers  I’d  have  ye  to  know, 
You  should  always  take  care  how  you  draw  the  long 
bow.  , 

If  your  lies  ain’ t consistent—  as  sure  as  you  re  born, 
Other  fibbers  around  you  will  laugh  you  to  scorn. 

Mind  your  mouth  you  don’t  open  too  wide,  oh  ! 

Or  some  other  Munchausen  beside,  oh  ! 

Will  cross-question — and  then  woe  betide,  oh  ! 

For  your  fibs  you’ll  have  reason  to  mourn. 
******* 

At  Otley,  on  Oct.  5 (says  the  Yorkshire  Evening 
Post),  a point  was  raised  which  has  often  puzzled 
anglers.  The  licence  to  fish  says  it  is  for  “ a rod  and 
line,”  and  people  have  often  asked  if  the  holder  of  the 
licence  is  justified  in  using  more  than  one  rod  at  a time. 
A bottom  fisher,  for  instance,  generally  has  three  going 
at  once.  A Bradford  tradesman  was  prosecuted  at 
Otley  for  doing  this,  but  the  solicitor  for  the  defence 
got  out  of  the  difficulty  most  ingeniously.  He  pointed 
out  that  a gun  licence  did  not  prevent  the  holder  carry- 
ing more  than  one  gun,  and  that  “ a rod  licence  ” simply 
indicates  the  mode  of  fishing  for  which  it  is  issued.  So 
the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case. 

******  * 

The  Yost  Typewriter  has  been  awarded  a gold  medal 
at  the  Lyons  Exposition,  one  of  the  most  important 
exhibitions  held  in  France  this  year.  This  is  the  sixth 
gold  medal  awarded  to  the  Yost  machine  during  the 
comparatively  short  time  it  has  been  on  the  market ; 
and  gold  medals  are  not  usually  given  for  inferior  typo- 
writers  ! 

******* 

Flintskin  was  out  with  a sea  fishing  party  tho  other 
week.  Tho  boat  was  hired,  and  of  course  Flintskin  paid 
his  share  like  a man.  Old  Jack  the  boatman,  whoso 
noso  would  servo  as  a doctor’s  lamp  any  night,  when  he 
put  tho  party  on  shore  asked  for  largesse.  “ No  ! no  ! ” 
said  Flintskin,  “ you’ve  been  drinking.  Come  to  mo 
when  you’re  perfectly  Hober  and  I’ll  give  you  some- 
thing.” “Ah  ! your  honour,”  replied  Jack,  “ it’s  quite 
certain  you  never  menu  to  givo  mo  anything  as  long  as  I 
]ive  >>  Dragnet. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  tho  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  Committee  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
last,  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  J.  Hughes  ocoupied  the  vice-chair.  The  first  busi- 
ness transacted  was  to  consider  the  application  of  th« 
Chandos  Club,  who  applied  to  hold  their  meetings  at  the 
Higbgate  Board  Schools,  as  their  present  place  of  meeting 
was  not  sufficient  for  their  accommodation  ; the  applica- 
tion was  granted.  Owing  to  a mistake  atthe  prize  distri- 
bution it  was  decided  that  Messrs.  Brown  and  Gibbs,  be 
presented  with  a prize  each  in  order  to  rectify  the 
mistake  made.  The  case  of  the  Sociable  Club  brought 
on  a lengthy  discussion,  but  the  matter  was  finally 
adjourned  for  the  attendance  of  one  of  the  members.  A 
case  was  reported  to  the  committee  of  two  members 
taking  apples  from  Mr.  Wood’s  orchard  at  Twyning 
Fleet,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  late  Association  contest, 
One  of  the  members  charged  with  the  offence  was 
brought  before  the  committee,  but,  the  other  not 
putting  in  an  appearance,  it  was  decided  to  put  the 
case  off  until  the  committee  meeting  in  November 
next.  An  application  was  made  by  the  Balsall 
Heath  Britannia  Society  to  remove  to  more  suitable 
quarters  and  was  referred  to  the  visiting  committee. 
The  members  rf  the  Higbgate  Society  fished  their  bye 
contest  on  the  7th  inst.  in  tbeic  private  water  at 
Rugeley  (Trent).  About  thirty  members  competed. 
The  takes  of  fish  were  far  ahead  of  any  contest  in  the 
Birmingham  district  this  year,  which  goes  to  show  that 
club  water  is  far  above  the  average.  The  first  prize 
winner  was  Mr.  G.  Rayson  with  71b.  weight  of  fish  ; 
second,  Mr.  T.  King  ; third,  Mr.  G.  Eides  ; fourth,  Mr. 
W.  Holloway,  &c.  Some  very  fine  roach  and  dace  were 
caught,  both  in  the  contest  and  after.  The  prizes  will 
be  distributed  on  Monday  next  at  the  Queen’s  Arms 
Inn,  Conybere-street.  The  all-England  contest,  pro- 
moted by  the  host  of  the  Birmingham  Prospect  Society, 
was  brought  to  a successful  issue  on  Monday  last  in  the 
River  Avon  between  Defford  and  Pershore.  There  were 
seventy-three  competitors,  who  represented  Kidder- 
minster, Crewp,  Worcester,  Pershore,  Defford,  Twyning 
Fleet,  Cheltenham,  Tewkesbury,  Redditch,  Birming- 
ham, Litchfield,  and  London.  The  contest  was  of  two 
hoars’  duration,  with  no  fish  under  2oz.  to  weigh.  First, 
Mr.  B.  Marshall,  Pershore,  21b.  13oz.  ; second,  Mr. 
Exall,  Worcester,  2lb. ; third,  Mr.  Malvern,  Cheltenham, 
lb.  3|oz. ; fourth,  Mr.  G.  Jarrett,  Birmingham,  15)oz. ; 
fifth,  Mr.  H.  Garner,  Birmingham,  15Joz.  ; sixth,  Mr.  T. 
Dowding,  Birmingham,  14£oz.  The  winner  was  pre- 
sented with  a silver  lever  watch  by  Mr.  Dowding,  and 
also  £5  as  first  prize.  Mr.  F.  Eaton  acted  as  referee. 
The  Tenby  Piscatorial3  fished  their  second  contest  on 
the  7th  inst.  at  Defford  in  the  River  Avon,  and  were 
favoured  with  splendid  weather.  About  twenty-five 
took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  of  three  hours’ 
duration,  with  no  fish  under  2oz.  to  be  weighed-in.  The 
river  was  very  low  and  fine,  and  as  a consequence  the 
takes  of  fish  were  very  small.  The  result  of  contest 
was,  1st,  Mr.  R.  Beddell ; 2nd,  Mr.  G.  King  ; 3rd,  Mr.  J. 
Attwood.  The  club  has  a very  nice  lot  of  prizes,  which 
will  be  distributed  on  Wednesday  evening  next.  I am 
sorry  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  the 
president  of  the  Kidderminster  Association,  and  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  Com- 
mittee. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE)- 

The  angling  outlook  in  the  Fen  district  has  much 
improved  during  tbe  last  few  days,  and  Wednesday’s 
rainfall  should  further  improve  the  conditions.  Smcs 
my  last  notes  were  despatched  favourable  weather  h vs 
been  experienced,  and  anglers  have  been  out  in  large 
numbers,  most  of  whom  have  had  fair  sport,.  On  the 
Furty-foot  roach  and  perch  have  filled  most  baskets,  but 
the  river  is  still  too  weedy  for  trolling.  On  other  waters, 
however,  where  there  is  no  obstruction  of  this  kind, 
pike  fishing  has  been  pursued  with  pleasure  and  profit, 
and  several  fish  running  up  to  81b.  have  been  accounted 
for.  There  has  been  a falling  off  in  ills  number  of  visitors 
to  the  Witbam,  but  those  who  have  been  out  report 
that  where  the  swims  are  looked  after  some  good  bags 
have  been  made,  notwithstanding  that  the  free  portions 
of  the  river  have  been  much  overfished  during  the  summer. 
Bream  are  still  offering  good  sport.  Several  weighing 
41b.  and  upwards  have  been  taken  in  the  Tattershall 
and  Bardney  districts.  The  other  drains  about  Boston, 
where  free  fishing  is  to  be  obtained,  have  also  been  well 
patronised.  Complaints  again  come  from  the  Welland 
and  its  tributaries,  that  o'.terH  arc  still  doing  dimige 
amongst  tho  fish.  Subscribers,  however,  are  getting 
fair  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  upper  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  very  little 
has  been  done  for  the  last  week  or  so,  but  below  the 
lock  some  very  good  roach  have  been  taken,  and  bottom 
fishers  are  having  fair  sport  among  the  flounders  and 
eels.  Some  good  catches  of  flounders  have  also  been 
had  at  both  Goxhill  and  Barrow  Havens.  Some  good 
takes  of  roach  and  perch  have  been  made  on  the  River 
Ludd,  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tetney  Lock.  A match  has  been  fishel  at  Stamford 
Bridge,  on  the  River  Derwent,  between  Messrs.  William 
Hall  and  Frank  Carlo  for  the  Universal  A. S.  gold  pro- 
fessional cross  for  1894,  they  both  having  the  same  number 
of  points,  which  resulted  in  Mr.  Hall  being  declared 
the  winner,  he  having  51b.  £oz.  of  fish  against  Mr.  Carle’s 
41b.  Joz.  The  Minerva  A.S.  fished  their  fourth  match  of 
the  season  on  the  River  Ludd  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  with 


the  following  result : First,  Mr.  T.  Chostcr,  81b.  lljoz. ; 
second,  Mr.  T.  Milner,  71b.  ; third,  Mr.  Thomas  Petrie, 
41b.  3oz.  ; fourth,  Mr.  R.  Rindorson,  31b.  12oz. ; fifth, 
Mr.  S.  Marling,  31b.  3}oz.  ; and  sixth,  Mr.  C.  Bucknell, 
31b.  loz.  The  Edgar  Phillips  A.S.  held  their  fourth 
match  this  season  at  Wansford,  on  the  River  Hull.  TUe 
first  three  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : Mr.  H.  Friston, 
first;  Mr.  Walter  Goodwin,  second:  and  Mr.  William 
Harraer,  third. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  Kent,  Bda, 
Winster,  Leven,  and  Duddon  Fishery  District  have  given 
notice  that  they  intend  shortly  to  make  application  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  confirm  certain  proposed  alt.era- 
! tions  in  the  bye-laws  for  the  board’s  district.  Trout 
fishing  is  now  at  an  end,  and  angling  for  salmon  might 
almost  as  well  be,  seeing  that  there  is  scarcely  any 
water  in  which  to  angle.  The  period  of  dry  weather 
lately  experienced  is  said  to  be  without  parallel,  and 
has  told  seriously  against  fishermen  throughout  the 
district. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Two  important  meetings  were  hel  I in  Manchester  on 
the  5th.  The  first  was  that  of  the  Manchester  Centre 
Council  of  the  Northern  Angltrs’  Association,  over 
which  Mr.  R.  Burn  presided.  Considerable  discussion 
on  the  future  of  the  N.  A.  A.  took  place,  after  which  it 
was  decided  to  convene  a general  meeting  of  the  parent 
association  on  Nov.  23,  when  resolutions  bearing  on  the 
future  of  the  N.  A.  A.  will  be  submitted  to  the  vote. 
The  second  meeting  was  that  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  Board  of  Management.  The  business  was  of  a 
routine  character,  in  addition  to  which  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Worsley,  representing  the  Brook  Tavern  Angling 
Society,  winners  of  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield, 
attended  to  see  the  form  of  agreement  for  safe  custody 
of  the  trophy  during  the  next  twelve  months.  Inadver- 
tently it  was  stated  in  these  notes  last  issue  that  five 
clubs  failed  to  kill  a fish  in  the  competition  of  Sept.  29. 
This  is  scarcely  accurate,  but  the  mistake  arose  by  the 
competitors  leaving  their  numbers  and  not  weighing-in 
their  fish.  Local  waters  are  much  in  need  of  a freshet, 
and  this  state  of  things  is  militating  against  any  great 
amount  of  rods  turning  out. 

F*OM  LANCASTER. 

We  are  apparently  no  nearer  rain  than  we  were  last 
week  at  this  time.  The  weather  is  remarkable  for  the 
time  of  the  year.  Daring  the  day  we  have  warm  genial 
sunshine  until  five  o’clock,  and  the  only  chief  sign  of 
the  approach  of  winter  is  found  in  the  chilliness  of  the 
air  at  night  and  morning,  and  in  the  dead  leaves  which 
float  down  the  river  and  encumber  the  ground.  The 
Lune  and  its  tributaries  still  keep  low,  and  though  there 
are  a few  salmon  about  Halton,  there  is  no  encourage- 
ment to  anyone  to  attempt  to  catch  them.  There  are 
plenty,  report  says,  down  about  the  month  of  the  river, 
but  they  will  be  unable  to  ascend  until  there  is  rain, 
and  uutil  that  happens  angling  around  Lancaster  will 
remain  off. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  rainfall  in 
Leicestershire  daring  the  week.  The  downpours  have 
not  been  sufficient  to  cause  any  great  flush  of  water,  but 
they  have  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  sport,  as  the 
heavy  showers  have  helped  to  clear  the  waters  consider- 
ably. Anglers  have  largely  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunities  afforded  by  th9  brief  welcome  change. 
The  shortening  days  prove  a great  drawback,  but  the 
attendances  at  the  Leicester  preserves  his  been  quite 
up  to  anticipation,  and  results  fairly  good.  Mr.  Man- 
ship  was  prominent  with  13  b.  of  roach;  Mr.  Richard- 
son,  111b.;  Mr.  Prime,  101b.;  Mr.  Brant,  91b.;  Mr. 
Bitos,  71b.  ; and  numbers  of  other  sportsmen  to>k  small 
lots  during  the  week.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  tho  Soar 
pike  fishing  has  been  generally  iudulged  in,  the  takes  of 
Messrs.  Prime  and  Fearn  being  tbe  most  noticeable 
ainoDg  tbe  many  who  were  trying  for  this  class  of  coarse 
fish.  At  the  resorts  in  tho  district  matters  remin 
exceedingly  quiet,  anglers  not  caring  to  venture  a vay 
whilst  the  waters  are  in  such  poor  condition.  Pike  fish- 
ing, which  should  be  good  at  this  time  of  the  year  at  the 
lakes  and  ponds  in  this  county,  has  not  yet  got  into  full 
swinsr,  the  weeds  in  the  still  waters  being  very 
plentiful. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  nice  lots  of  p:ke  have  been  taken  on  the  Bure 
at  Wroxbam,  and  also  on  Wroxharn  Broad.  On  Sept. 
25,  Mrs.  Burchell,  staying  with  Mr.  Press,  Wroxharn, 
took  niue  fish  spinning  near  the  Broad.  On  Oct.  3,  Mr. 
Clark  took  ssveu  fish  (out  of  eight  runs)  in  six  hours, 
fishing  on  Wroxharn  Broad.  The  next  day,  one  angler 
took  2.)  stone  of  roach,  and  about  j stone  of  perch, 
together  with  a nice  rudd  of  lib.  14oz.  Mr.  Miles,  of 
Birmingham,  caught  about  a stone  of  perch  on  the 
same  day.  On  Friday  last,  a pike  of  151b.  was  taken 
on  Barton  Broad.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Yare 
lately.  A few  small  catches  of  fair  sized  roach  and 
some  pike  are  all  that  have  been  secured. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  barbel  season  may  be  said  to  be  over,  and  a worse 
has  not  been  experienced.  Fish  have  been  plentiful  on 
most  reaches  of  the  Trent,  but  the  takes,  in  comparison 
with  those  of  previous  seasons,  have  been  very  small 
indeed.  At  Shardlow,  the  best  specimen  caught, 
weighed  71b.  13oz.,  and,  singularly  enough,  the  angler 
who  killed  it  did  not  attempt  to  get  another.  Being 
satisfied  with  his  prize  he  packed  up  at  once  and  made 
tracks  for  home.  Coarse  fish,  during  the  past  week, 
have  shown  little  disposition  to  accept  the  worm. 
Anglers  have  relied  chiefly  on  the  miggot  for  sport,  and 


on  Monday — a splendid  day— roach  were  well  on  the 
feed.  Substantial  bags  were  obtained  at  Shardlow, 
Weston,  and  tho  reaches  above.  At  the  first  named 
place,  Mr.  J.  Taylor  excelled,  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon  creeled, 
amongst  others,  one  of  lib.  7£oz.  ; besides  which  he  had 
some  very  big  chub  to  greaves.  On  Friday,  Mr.  H.  R. 
Wilkins  caught  nine  pike,  but  only  retained  a brace,  and 
of  late  pike  fishing  has  been  improved.  In  private  waters 
Mr.  Draper  had  three,  two  81b.  each  and  one  of  15lb.  Mr. 
W.  Parr  has  been  killing  chub  on  the  waters  leased  by 
him  below  Colwick  weir,  and  some  handsome  chub  hava 
fallen  to  wasp  grub  on  the  Shelford  side  of  the  Trent. 
Mr.  Dobson  took  five  with  pith  (pith  and  brains)  at 
Shardlow,  and  as  soon  as  the  frosts  set  in  pith  ought, 
perhaps,  to  prove  more  killing  than  greaves.  Dace 
hive  afforded  sport  in  the  streams,  and  a few  perch 
have  been  picked  up  at  Beeston,  on  the  Clifton  Bide  of  the 
river.  These  fish,  however,  are  not  half  so  numerous  as 
they  used  to  be.  With  the  close  of  last  week — Notting- 
ham Goose  Fair— most  of  the  clubs  wound  up  ths 
summer  and  autumn  seasons.  The  Wellington  closes 
to-night  (Saturday),  and  herein  some  grand  specimens 
hive  been  recorded  on  the  society’s  books.  Tfie  execu- 
tive of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  have,  so  the 
secretary  reports,  acquired  the  Rolleston,  Staythorpe, 
and  Averham  weirs  length  of  the  Trent. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Sport  has  improved  somewhat  of  late,  especially  in 
the  Trent,  where  for  some  time  the  catches  have  not 
been  of  much  importance.  Tfie  best  dish  hea^d  of  in 
this  river  for  some  time  was  secured  on  Sunday  at 
Dunham  by  William  Arnold,  of  Sheffield.  He  wai  only 
fishing  until  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  accounted 
for  3l51b.  of  dace  and  roach,  some  of  which  were  very 
nice  fish.  If  the  present  state  of  affairs  continu  is  we 
shall  hear  of  other  good  baskets.  The  Lincolnshire 
waters  have  yielded  fairly  well,  particularly  the  Foss- 
dyke,  but  a good  fresh  is  wanted  to  liven  the  fish  up  a 
little.  Just  too  late  for  my  notes  last  week  I heard  of 
a good  catch  in  the  Forty-foot,  at  Boston.  Mr.  S H. 
Harrison,  of  Sheffield,  succeeded  in  grassing  two  very 
fine  rudd.  The  largest  fish  was  a real  beauty,  aud 
scaled  lib.  lljoz.,  whilst  the  other  one  drew  the  beam  at 
a little  over  lib.  Both  were  taken  by  that  ever-killing 
bait,  the  maggot. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Severn  Board 
of  Conservators  the  revenue  from  trout  fishing  licences 
has  exceeded  that  obtained  from  the  salmon  duties.  This 
practically  means  that  the  angling  fraternity  of  the  Mid 
and  Upper  Severn  contribute  more  to  the  Board’s 
exchequer  than  do  the  salmon  netters  of  the  lower  waters 
for  the  rich  harvest  of  fish  that  they  year  by  year  obtain. 
Anglers  obtain  a miserably  poor  return  for  their  money, 
while  a large  profit  is  reaped  by  the  netting  industry, 
and  this  fact  should  bring  home  forcibly  to  the  Board 
the  expediency  and  justice  of  taking  increased  measures 
for  bettering  the  state  of  the  trout  fishing,  which  this 
year  has  been  very  unsatisfactory.  The  revised  bye- 
laws of  the  Conservancy  Board  have  been  passed,  but 
anglers  in  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire,  who  will 
benefit  by  the  prohibition  of  night  liniug  and  other 
measures  which  are  embodied  in  them,  have  to  thank 
Mr.  J.  Williams  for  this  beiug  brought  about  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board.  The  representatives  from  the 
Upper  Severn  had,  excepting  Mr.  Williams,  left  tho 
room  when  the  matter  came  on  for  consideration,  and, 
on  it  being  put  to  the  meeting,  five  voted  for  the  confir- 
mation of  the  bye-laws  and  five  against.  Mr.  Williams 
was  permitted  to  urge  strong  reasons  for  the  passing  of 
the  measures,  and,  on  another  vote  being  taken,  tho 
bye-laws  were  confirmed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

But  for  the  N.E.  wind  that  has  been  blowing  all  the 
week,  we  have  had  a nice  time  for  fishing.  The  past 
season  was  about  the  worst  we  have  had  in  this  distric; 
for  some  years,  but  the  grayling  in  the  Teme  are  ooming 
splendidly,  and  will  in  a measure  compensate  anglers 
for  their  disappointment  with  the  trout.  Red  Tag, 
Silver  Twist  and  Pale  Dun,  have  been  killing  best,  but 
the  largest  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  miggot.  In 
this  river,  samlets  are  a horrid  pest,  they  are  in  shoals, 
aud  take  any  bait,  half  the  anglers’  time  is  occupied  in 
unhooking  them.  Tno  dace  are  well  on  the  feed  now, 
and  roach  fishing  is  improving.  The  pike  are  also  going 
well  at  the  artificial  or  live  baits,  several  anglers  have 
taken  from  four  to  six  in  the  day.  The  take  of  coarse 
fish  in  this  district  this  season  has  been  far  in  excess  of 
any  on  record;  one  young  angler,  Mr.  C.  Avery,  alone 
has  caught  up  to  this  date  4281b.  5oz.,  besides  twenty- 
eight  and  a half  brace  of  trout  aud  twenty-five  brace  of 
grayling  ; other  large  takes  have  also  been  weighed-in. 
The  St.  John’s  Amateur  Angling  Sooiety  had  their 
annual  competition  on  the  Teme  at  Shelsley  oa  Thurs- 
day week  ; there  was  a numerous  attendance  of  members 
and  the  competition  very  keen.  The  first  prize,  a hand- 
some Worcester  Porcelain  Cup,  presented  by  Mr.  Frank 
Morton,  was  won  by  Mr.  Tnos.  Prosser,  with  a fine 
basket  of  roo-ch  (101b.  weight);  second,  Mr.  Gillham  ; 
third,  Mr.  Chamberlain;  fourth,  Mr.  W.  Pugh;  fifth, 
Mr.  Sidney  Hooper;  Messrs.  Warner,  Higgs,  and 
Bigh,  tied  for  sixth  prize.  The  All-England  Competi- 
tion, promoted  by  a Birmingham  society,  came  off 
between  Pershore  and  Birmingham,  on  the  Avon,  on 
Monday  last;  seventy-five  competed,  first  and  second 
prizes  being  taken  by  local  anglers.  First  prize,  £5  and 
four  guinea  watch,  was  won  by  Mr.  Marshall,  Pershore  ; 
second  prize  (£3  10s.)  by  Mr.  Exall,  Worcester  Working 
Men’s  Club  ; the  other  four  prizes  to  Birmingham 
anglers. 
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S.  ALLCOCK  and  CO., 

FISHING  ROD,  HOOK,  & TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

STANDARD  WORKS,  REDDITCH.  London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET.  EC. 

Largest  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers  in  the  World.  Highest  Awards  at  15  International  Exhibitions. 

PATENTS  <£  SPEC.  ALIT/ES. 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS,  Guaranteed  for  Two  Years. 

(iREENHEART  TROUT  AND  SALMON  RODS. 

THE  COMBINATION  ROD. 

SPECIAL  CANE  PUNT  ROD. 

GUN  METAL  KEELS,  LIGHT  AND  STRONG. 

THE  PERFECT  HOOK,  Mounted  Oil  Patent  Wire  Gimp  for  Sea  Fishing 

THE  FISHERMAN’S  KNIFE. 

TANNED  FLAX  LINES.  Quality  No.  1673.  The  Best  Line  in  the 
Market  for  Pike  and  Sea  Fishing’. 

THE  BROWN  FLAX.  Quality  No.  1142;  Waterproof;  stronger  than  silk. 

THE  HERCULES  OUT  CASTS. 

THE  HERCULES  PREPARED  SILK  SPINNING  LINE 

OUR  TRADE  MARK  ON  ALL  BEST  GOODS 


Tit  A be  Mark. 


W HOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  “ Norfolk  ” Lead. 


The  Spiral  Spinner  for  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Pike. 
A sure  killer. 


ASK  AT  THE  LIBRARIES  AND  THE  BOOKSELLERS’ 


FOB 


“WILLIAM  BLACK’S 

New  Novel, 

HIGHLAND  COUSINS 


R.  D.  BLACKMORE’S 

New  Story, 

PERLYCROSS 


(SECOND  EDITION).  (FOURTEENTH  THOUSAND). 

Each  of  these  works  is  now  published  for  the  first  time  in  one  volume  at  the  popular  price  of 

Six  Shillings. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  & COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Letter-lane,  E.C. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEBEST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  OUBBENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100 

STOCKS,  SHABES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur 
chased  and  sold.  

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift  the  Bank 
receives  small  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Birkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free  Francis  Bavknsobopt.  Manager. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 

THEAKER’S 

POCKET  CUTLERY. 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES. 

Alpine  Ice  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

Boach  ...  Is.  8d.) 

Barbel  ...  2s.  2d.  f .. 

Pike  4s.  Od.  f per  100 

Salmon ...  4s.  lOd.) 

ANOLEBS’  SUNDRIES, 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pin-action 
Reels,  Optional  Check. 

HILL  & SOW, 

4,  H ATM  A REST . S.W. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000. 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlings.  Send  for  Bait 
List.  The  trade  supplied. 

Lists  Pres 

THEAKEE,  10,  CANAL  ST„  NOTTINGHAM 

OULTON  BROAD  FISHERY, 

LOWESTOFT. 

Preserved  under  the  Norfolk  d Suffolk  Fisheries  Act. 


fJUARTERS  : WHERRY  HOTEL, 
^ MUTFORD  BRIDGE.  Beautifully 
situated.  Established  nearly  a century. 
Boats,  2s.;  full  bait,  Is.;  men,  4s.  per  day. 
Terms  for  stopping  Visitors  on  applica- 
tion. Gravel  and  sandy  soil. 

G.  MASON.  Proprietor. 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS, 45/-,  50/- 


18/6 


21/- 


KING,  MALGOM,  L GO., 

Wader  |9akers  & Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

Inventors  of  the  Improved 


SOMETHING 
NEW  ” 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


High 

Class 

Waterproofs. 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  1879. 


(PROTECT iflD.) 

THE  “ PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING.” 

Soo  Field,  March  10,  1894, 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  now  salmon  pass  which  has  boon  erocted  at 
Linton  Weir  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  has  just 
been  completed.  Mr.  J.  R.  Masterman,  of  York,  has 
executed  the  work,  and  the  salmon  ladder  is  composod 
of  a series  of  large  pools  with  jumps  15in.  in  height.  It 
was  designed  hy  the  contractor  on  the  same  principle  as 
the  pass  which  he  erected  at  Boroughbridge,  and  which 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  United  Kingdom.  A Ripon 
correspondent  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
gradual  falling  off  of  salmon  in  the  Ouse  during  the 
past  few  years  is  due  more  to  the  presence  of  clay 
used  above  Goole  to  confine  the  river  to  a narrower 
channel,  than  to  the  pollutions  emanating  from  the  Aire. 
There  was  an“  All-England  ” angling  competition  in  the 
Ouse  at  York  on  Monday,  when  some  800  anglers  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  journeyed  to  the  Minster  city. 
Mr.  C.  Thompson,  of  York,  secured  the  first  prize, 
JilO  and  gold  medal,  with  31b.  joz.,  Mr.  Benson, 
Sheffield,  being  second  with  lib.  ll|oz.  There  were 
twenty-eight  prizes  in  all.  ,£50  was  distributed  in 
prize  money.  The  great  majority  of  the  anglers  never 
had  a bite.  Other  prize  takers  from  third  downward 
were  Messrs.  Morton  Littlewood,  Sheffield ; J.  Smith, 
Sheffield;  H.  Green,  Warrington;  Ferrand,  York; 
W.  Slinn,  Sheffield  ; F.  Lane,  Mexborough  ; A.  Robin- 
son, Sheffield;  A.  Webster,  Sheffield;  J.  W.  Foulder, 
Nottingham. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK.— Sport  has  been  of  the  poorest  description  on 
the  majority  of  the  rivers  still  open  for  angling,  owing  to 
the  low  level  to  which  those  waters  have  been  reduced. 
The  sea  angling  is  now  going  first-class  along  the  coast, 
and  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  scad,  and  mackerel  are 
the  fish  principally  taken.  An  unusual  number  of 
poaching  cases  have  been  tried  recently,  and  exemplary 
fines  inflicted. 

DUBLIN. — Now  that  the  salmon  and  trout  season  is 
over  in  the  south-eastern  districts  of  Ireland,  the  atten- 
tion of  devotees  of  the  rod  is  somewhat  given  to  rough 
fishing,  but  in  this  respect  little  has  been  attempted 
since  the  close.  The  weather  is  raw  and  uninviting  ; 
however,  for  those  who  venture  out,  there  is  ample 
sport  in  pike,  perch,  &c.,  for  in  these  parts  there  are 
numerous  loughs,  canals,  quarries,  &c.  Pike  fishers 
visiting  Lough  Mask  and  Upper  Mask  (co.  Galway), 
have  just  now  enormous  opportunities.  Lough  Nafooey 
— described  as  “ The  Anglers’  Paradise,”  is  said  to  be 
literally  thick  with  pike,  which  give  almost  the  sturdy 
play  of  salmon — the  fishing  there  is  free.  The  angling 
season  on  the  Lee  continues  until  the  middle  of  October. 

KERRY. — Sport  has  been  at  a low  ebb  generally 
speaking.  On  Waterville  river  some  good  baskets  of 
white  trout  were  had,  but  this  is  a strictly  preserved 
water.  On  the  lake  sport  has  been  poor.  At  Killarney 
the  brown  trout  fishing  has  been  very  good  on  the  lakes. 
In  North  Kerry  nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done  ; 
in  South  Kerry  matters  are  about  the  same.  The  sea 
angling  continues  good  at  Waterville,  Valentia,  and 
Kells. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  H.  (Brunswick  Brothers). — In  answer  to  your 
question  as  to  the  right  of  the  man  in  charge  of  the 
lock  at  Boreham  Bridge  (between  Chelmsford  and  Hat- 
field) to  turn  anglers  off  the  towing-path  unless  they  pay 
him  one  shilling  for  the  day’s  fishing,  the  experience  of 
old  anglers,  who  know  that  portion  of  the  river,  proves 
that  the  charge  for  angling  from  the  towing-path  is 
quite  a new  exaction.  Whether  the  charge  is  made 
without  right,  or  whether  the  right  has  always  existed, 
although  held  in  abeyance  hitherto,  can  only  be  ascer- 
tained by  calm  and  patient  inquiry  on  the  spot,  or  by 
the  much  more  expensive  means  of  a lawsuit. 

F.  T.  Watton  (Eton). — Gut  is  a substance  made  by 
pulling  a silkworm,  when  ready  to  spin  its  cocoon,  in 
two,  extending  the  silk  as  far  as  it  will  go,  and  hanging 
it  up  to  dry. 

Explorer. —If  you  stay  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton 
Mills,  Mildenhall,  you  can  arrange  with  the  host  (Mr. 
Howes)  to  be  driven  to  a station  called  “ Kennett,” 
when  you  can  catch  the  3.59  train  for  London.  No 
Sunday  trains  from  Mildenhall. 

Stranger.— If  you  get  to  your  destination  in  any- 
thing like  decent  time,  you  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
finding  a respectable  lodging.  We  do  not  know  the 
name  of  anyone  to  reoommend  you  to  go  to. 

J.  Dickins. — The  only  fishing  at  Oxted  is  private — 
permission  difficult  to  obtain.  Plenty  of  free  fishing  at 
Tonbridge,  within  an  easy  walk,  on  the  Medway.  Trains 
run  on  Sunday  from  Charing-cross,  London-bridge,  and 
Cannon-street. 

Clubby. — (1)  There  is  no  hard-and-fast  rule  ; try 
both  styles.  (2)  If  dews  lie  long  in  the  morning  on  the 
grass,  &c.,  it  signifies  fair  weather;  if  they  rise  or 
vanish  suddenly,  and  early  in  the  morning,  it  generally 
means  rain. 


CoraspDRtence 

L We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. ] 

THE  WALTON  WINDOW. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — It  is  with  pleasure  I have  to 
announce  to  you  that  at  the  meeting  of  our  club  on 
Thursday  last,  it  was  proposed  and  unanimously  adopted, 
that  the  sum  of  one  guinea  should  be  given  towards  the 
fund  now  being  raised  to  place  a memorial  window  in  St. 


Dunstan’s  Church,  as  a fitting  tribute  to  our  Father 
Angler,  Izaak  Walton,  dear  to  us  all.  Wo  Portsmouth 
Waltonians  are  ever  proud  of  also  being  the  first  to 
suggest  a statue  of  the  venerable  old  author  of  “The 
Compleat  Angler  ” in  the  screen  at  Winchester 
Cathedral  where  ho  was  buried,  in  which,  sir,  you  also 
took  an  active  part  in  the  arrangement  at  that  time. 
I trust  that  your  London  anglers  will  rally  round  and 
show  their  appreciation  in  so  noble  a cause.  Our  club 
is  still  as  popular  as  ever ; our  members  are  not 
numerous,  but  we  can  hold  our  own  as  the  most  flourish- 
ing society  of  good  all-round  anglers  in  the  south  of 
England.  I may  also  add,  Mr.  James  Marks,  our  local 
fishing  tackle  maker,  has  just  presented  to  the  club 
another  trophy  for  our  walls,  a splendid  otter  in  case, 
caught  on  the  River  Rother,  a portion  of  which  the  club 
rents  at  Durford.  It  was  set  up  by  Mr.  Vinet,  of  Leigh 
Park. — Respectfully  yours,  James  Somers  Dyer, 

Portsmouth  Waltonian  Angling  Society. 

Portsea. 


THAMES  FISHING  REPORTS. 

Sir, — All  Thames  anglers  will  feel  assured  that  the 
discussion  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
concerning  the  unreliability  of  the  Thames  fishing  reports 
has  already  had  a direct  result.  During  the  past  two 
weeks  there  has  apparently  been  an  endeavour  to  return 
to  the  path  of  truthfulness,  and  consequently  those 
persons  who  make  a study  of  the  reports  from  the 
Thames  may  congratulate  themselves  upon  being  pre- 
sented with  reliable  information.  There  has  been  a 
most  noticeable  scarcity  of  gross  weight  records  with 
the  name  of  the  professional  fisherman  appended  by  way 
of  advertisement,  and  had  there  not  been  an  indignant 
outcry  against  palpable  exaggeration  the  old  state  of 
things  might  have  continued  to  exist.  This  proves  the 
utility  of  anglers  having  an  official  organ  whose  columns 
are  open  to  those  who  have  just  cause  for  making  a public 
protest.  The  analysis  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  respecting  a 
certain  fishing  report  has  been  much  discussed,  and  it 
is  evident  that  it  was  a hard  nut  for  someone  to  crack. 
Mr.  Brougham  last  week  candidly  admitted  that  he 
could  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  all  reports  from  the 
Thames.  Now,  Mr.  Brougham  is  an  old  and  respected 
angler,  and  his  reports  ought  to  be  reliable.  But 
unfortunately  he  obtains  them  second-hand.  By 
this  I mean  in  some  cases  he  instructs  Mr.  Douglas,  the 
head  river  keeper,  to  obtain  them  for  him,  whilst  in  other 
cases  he  has  to  rely  upon  “ special  correspondents.” 
Mr.  Douglas  is,  I admit,  “an  active  and  zealous 
servant,”  and  whilst  pursuing  his  usual  avocation  he 
inquires  from  certain  professional  fishermen  what  sport 
they  have  been  having.  It  is  not  the  river  keeper’s 
fault  if  some  exaggerated  report  is  given  him,  and,  as  in 
most  cases  he  is  not  present  to  see  what  fish  are  actually 
taken,  he  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  fishermen’s 
statements.  Mr.  Brougham  has  consequently  to  take  as 
a fact  any  report  Mr.  Douglas  obtains.  Every  one 
knows  that  there  are  professional  fishermen  who  are 
prone  to  exaggerate  their  takes  of  fish  when  no  verifica- 
tion is  required.  In  proof  of  this,  I may  state  that  when 
an  angling  correspondent,  whom  I well  know,  wrote  to  a 
certain  fisherman  asking  for  the  result  of  his  week’s 

fishing,  he  obtained  the  following  answer.  “ I see 

reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  that  he  caught 
309  roach  and  dace  ; put  me  down  400.”  This  is  a fact, 
and  one  must  on  the  face  of  other  reports  believe  that 
it  is  not  altogether  an  isolated  one.  Mr.  Brougham  says 
he  “ has  every  reliance”  upon  his  other  correspondents. 
Many  other  people  have  not  any  reliance  in  their  state- 
ments however  “reliable”  they  personally  may  be. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Brougham  recognises  this,  for  now,  rather 
late  in  the  day,  he  informs  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  be  will  “ adopt  other  moans  of  obtaining 
less  objectionable  reports.”  He  has  apparently,  however, 
already  set  to  work  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  by  condensing  and  toning  down  the  reports  of 
some  of  his  “special”  correspondents.  But  who  con- 
tributes the  weekly  report  to  the  Surrey  Comet  ‘l  In 
that  journal  I find  much  the  same  sort  of  gross  weight 
information  as  quite  recently  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I consider  that  correspondents  who  send 
reports  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  concerning  the  fishing 
to  be  obtained  in  any  district  have  a responsible 
mission  to  fulfil,  and  unless  some  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  the  same,  of  what  use  can  it  be  to  anglers  generally  ? 
It  must  be  admitted  thnt  those  who  wish  for  detads 
concerning  sport  on  the  Thames  do  not  find  very  much 
satisfaction  in  any  professional  fisherman’s  report  of 
the  fish  he  has,  or  probably  has  not,  taken.  As  I 
pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  a fort- 
night ago,  what  is  really  wanted  is  serviceable  informa- 
tion concerning  the  state  of  the  river,  the  prospect  of 
sport,  and  if  any  special  takes  of  fish  have  been  made  by 
individual  anglers.  Some  details  of  interest  to  bank 
anglers  ought  also  to  be  supplied.  As  a rule  the  hard- 
working, steady,  plodding  enthusiast,  the  bank  angler, 
is  left  out  in  the  cold.  He  hears  of  gigantic  takes  made 
by  puntsmen,  but  he  looks  to  river  reports  in  vain  for 
any  indication  of  what  sport  he  may  be  likely  to  obtain. 
Is  this  fair?  There  are  a large  number  of  bank  anglers 
who  every  now  and  then  make  a very  creditable  show 
on  the  club  tables.  Yet  they  are  never  reported  to  have 
caught  any  fish  unless  it  may  be  they  have  a specimen. 
Is  this  neglect  owing  to  the  fact  that  his  fancy  or 
finances  did  not  admit  of  him  being  out  with  fisherman 
So-and-so  ? By  all  means  let  us  have  some  information 
in  the  reports  from  the  Thames  which  may  be  service- 
able to  the  bank  angler.  And  when  anyone  fishing 
from  a punt  states  as  a result  of  his  day’s  fishing  that 
he  has  caught  forty  dozen  roach  and  dace,  &c.,  let  it  be 
verified  by  his  name  and  either  his  address  or  angling 
club.  Mr.  Newbury,  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials, 


nearly  always  does  this.  It  would  rot  be  casting  any 
reflection  upon  the  statements  made  by  the  professional 
fishermen,  whom  I am  sure  would  bo  only  too  ready  to 
recognise  that  any  good  results  which  attended  their 
efforts  would  be  duly  and  truthfully  chronicled. 
A large  number  of  Thames  professional  fishermen 
are  complaining  of  the  absence  of  customers.  Do 
they  ever  think  that  many  anglers  have  been 
out  with  some  other  professional  fisherman,  and  have 
found  that  instead  of  obtaining  the  kind  of  sport  which 
the  reports  from  the  Thames  lead  them  to  believe  was 
the  usual  rule,  they  returned  home  with  two  dozen  or 
so  of  roach  and  dace,  and  perhaps  a barbel  or  two?  Is 
this  the  right  reason  for  the  absence  of  customers  ? If 
so,  it  clearly  proves  that  gross  exaggeration  only  does 
harm  to  the  professional  fisherman  instead  of  good. 

I want  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I do  not  regard 
all  Thames  fishermen  as  exaggerators  ; but  I do  protest 
against  certain  members  of  that  fraternity  continually 
stating  that  they  have  had  week  after  week  large  takes 
of  fish.  Why,  it  is  impossible  on  the  face  of  it  that  each 
week  should  be  a good  one,  and  the  result  of  constant 
exaggeration  is  that  one  is  unable  to  know  when  the  fish 
are  really  feeding  well. 

The  question  then  arises,  how  are  anglers  to  protect 
themselves,  and  how  is  reliable  information  to  be 
obtained  ? Mr.  Brougham  intends  to  solve  the  latter 
problem,  but  I think  a step  in  the  right  direction  has 
already  been  made  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley.  He  suggests 
that  “ a trustworthy  and  disinterested  man  in  each  dis- 
trict should  be  appointed  at  each  angling  station  under 
the  control  of  the  T.A.P.S.  This  man  should  be 
provided  with  scales  and  a book  to  register  all  catches  ; 
he  should  be  paid  a small  regular  fee  by  the  T.A.P.S.  for 
his  trouble,  and  any  very  notable  fish  should  be  attested 
by  witnesses.  When  a keeper  is  on  the  spot,  let  him 
weigh-in  at  this  registration  office  and  report ; in  his 
absence  the  resident  would  be  at  hand  to  do  so.”  But  I 
believe  there  are  many  anglers  who  would  be  willing  to 
undertake  the  suggested  task  without  remuneration. 
Does  Mr.  Brougham  pay  his  “special”  correspondents 
or  Mr.  Douglas  for  sending  him  reports  ? If  not,  it  is 
evident  an  independent  correspondent  in  each  district  of 
the  Thames  might  possibly  be  found  willing  to  devote 
a portion  of  his  time  for  so  important  a duty,  and  the 
mere  knowledge  that  he  had  done  a good  turn  for  many 
anglers  would  be  sufficient  recompense  to  him  who  has 
the  instincts  of  a true  angler.  Mr.  Wheeley  also 
suggests  that  anglers  should  increase  their  subscrip- 
tions to  the  T.A.P.S.  in  order  to  defray  the  expense 
which  would  be  incurred  by  giving  remuneration  to  cer- 
tified correspondents.  Whether  many  anglers  would  do 
this  is  at  present  a debatable  point.  They  would  cer- 
tainly reap  an  advantage  from  the  adoption  of  such  a 
scheme.  If  a special  appeal  were  made,  and  concerts 
held  for  the  benefit  of  such  a fund,  a considerable 
amount  of  money  would  doubtless  be  contributed.  But 
to  leave  the  matter  of  increased  contribution  to 
chance,  and  with  the  absolute  knowledge  that  certain 
expenses  would  be  incurred,  might  only  result  in  a con- 
sequent depletion  in  the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  which  is  even  now  not  largely 
weighed  down  with  a surplus  fund.  If  a scheme  such  as 
Mr.  Wheeley  suggests  could  be  properly  arranged  there 
ought  to  be  a separate  and  special  fund  to  defray 
the  expenses  entailed,  the  money  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  T.A.P.S.  if  you  like.  But  that  body 
should  only  act  as  treasurers,  and  not  be  held 
responsible  for  any  arrears.  As  there  will  doubtless  be 
a further  discussion  upon  this  subjeot,  I will  leave  the 
matter  for  the  present.  The  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  have  arranged  a system  of  obtaining  useful 
information  from  correspondents  at  various  watering- 
places,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Aflalo  how  the  arrangement  was  promulgated,  and  if  it 
works  successfully.  If  the  society  of  which  he  is  secre- 
tary can  afford  to  pay  special  correspondents,  surely  a 
sufficient  Bum  could  be  raised  amongst  Thames  anglers 
to  promote  a scheme  for  obtaining  reliable  reports  and 
general  useful  information.  The  Thames  is  our  premier 
river,  and  supplies  a considerable  amount  of  sport,  though 
it  varies  in  quality  according  to  oircumstances.  Tne 
importance  of  obtaining  trustworthy  details  from  each 
district  cannot,  therefore,  be  over-estimated. 

Now  that  this  question  is  again  being  discussed,  it 
ought  to  be  settled  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  not 
allowed  to  drop  until  a reform  has  been  brought  about. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear,  as  will  many  others,  what  steps 
Mr.  Brougham  intends  to  take.  He  has  been  mislead, 
and  not  willingly  inaccurate  ; but,  as  he  has  undertaken 
the  task  of  supplying  reports  from  the  Thames  to  certain 
journals,  it  would  be  as  well  to  let  anglers  have  every- 
thing reliable,  as  well  as  facts  concerning  the  river  which 
would  be  of  use  to  them.  If  this  is  obtained — how  it  is 
matters  not,  so  long  as  it  is — every  Thames  angler  will 
feel  gratified  that  this  discussion  has  had  so  favourable 
a termination. — I am,  yours  truly,  “ Tempo.” 

Kingston.  _____ 

Dear  Sir,— In  examining  the  report  from  Staines  this 
week  I find  one  fisherman’s  take  for  five  days  is  as 
follows  : 

One  day  451b.  of  barbel. 

One  day  46  barbel  and  a few  roach,  weighing  1421b. 

One  day  28  barbel,  weighing  601b. 

One  day  7 barbel  and  4 dozen  roach. 

One  day  12  barbel  and  2 chub. 

While  i do  not  cast  any  doubt  upon  the  report,  as  a 
Thames  fisherman  myself  I must  really  consider  it  a 
very  extraordinary  take.  I am  in  the  habit  of  fishing 
Staines  and  district,  but  I never  yet  had  the  good 
fortune  to  approaoh  a take  anywhere  near  the  above. 
As  an  instanoe  of  the  ordinary  Thames  reports  I may 
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Green  did  not  vent  )i(h  spite  on  the  tenant  of  the  Fleet 
inn,  and  not  the  contestants,  I am  notable  to  explain. 

Why  Mr.  Edwineon  Green  wan  not  approached  for 
permission  to  fish  onr  conteat  ia  easily  explained.  The 
tenant  of  the  Fleet  Inn,  gave  ns  a written  guarantee 
freeing  us  from  all  litigation,  further  ho  furnished  ns 
with  a list  of  the  different  landowners  whose  land  ran 
adjacent  to  the  water’s  edge  in  which  they,  the  land- 
owners, expressed  their  willingness  to  allow  us  to  fish, 
and  appended  their  signatures  thereto,  therefore  there 
was  no  need  to  approach  Mr.  Green  in  the  matter. 

I offered  Mr.  Green,  on  the  day  of  the  contest,  to  select 
two  or  more  of  the  contestants  who  should  give  their 
full  names  and  addresses,  and  asked  Mr.  Green  to  make  a 
tost  question  of  our  right  to  be  there,  but  he  declined, 
proving  there  is  a largo  amount  of  presumption  in  his 
right  to  the  fishing;  but  wrong  does  not  constitute  a 
right,  and  though  we  may  have  been  misled  as  to  whom 
belonged  the  right,  is  no  justification  for  the  buccaneer 
kind  of  procedure  of  Mr.  Green.  It  was  his  duty  to 
fight  the  question  with  the  people  who  gave  us  written 
permission,  but  Mr.  Green  tries  to  make  the  Birming- 
ham aDglors  the  chopping-block  for  his  grievances  on  the 
river. 

As  to  that  part  of  his  letter  referring  to  the  character 
of  the  Birmingham  anglers,  it  is  not  worth  noticing. 

Now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  I have  only  to  say  that  a 
certain  gentleman  would,  had  it  not  been  for  my 
intervention,  have  received  a cold  bath  free  of  expense 
from  a crowd  of  disgusted  anglers  who  had  been 
subjected  to  treatment  of  the  worst  kind.  My 
advice  to  Mr.  Green  is,  when  he  rushes  into  print 
again  to  be  sure  he  is  not  firing  blank  cartridge.  I shall 
leave  others  to  reply  to  any  further  correspondence  upon 
the  above  question,  as  I have  no  desire  to  make  famous 
the  pilot  of  the  steam  launch  Lotus.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation  of  insertion,— I am,  dear  sir,  yours  faith- 
fully, T.  Coles, 

President  Birmingham  and  District 
Angling  Association. 


possible  place  to  get  on  to  the  river  above  seoond  bridge 
for  several  miles  until  the  stream  divides  into  two  small 
parts,  the  Gutach  and  the  Wutach.  Below  hotel  you 
must  wade  and  walk  eight  miles  to  the  Wutach  Mill 
and  fishing.  No  road  by  the  river  (and  you  must 
wade  it  fifteen  or  sixteen  times  to  reach  the  mill.  The 
road  runs  right  up  the  cliff,  out  up  to  the  open  country, 
and  then  back  to  the  river  at  Wutach  Mill,  two  hours’ 
drive,  horses  very  difficult  to  get;  cost  about  10 ».  to 
20s.,  according  to  distance. 

Wutach  Mill  to  Achdorf  road  by  river;  111.  to 
Achdorf,  where  you  must  sleep  at  a poor  country  inn 
The  river  is  in  a deep  gorge,  the  hotel  at  the  bottom  of 
this  gorge,  near  the  top  of  the  fishing.  No  road  in  the 
gorge  at  all  (except  to  the  hotel  from  the  village  above). 
The  water  is  very  fast,  several  dry  tty  men  thought  it 
practically  useless  for  a dry  fly.-  Very  rough  wading; 
very  inaccessible  ; fishing  there  is  rsal  hard  labour  I 

To  be  caught  by  a spate  between  the  Wutach  Mill 
and  the  hotel — eight  miles  — would  bechoarful — no  way 
out,  except  up  a cl  ff  200  to  300  feet  h:gh.  I do  not 
think  there  is  a single  Witcher.  I never  saw  or  liiard 
of  one.  The  limit,  loin.,  allows  a heap  of  sm  i'I  grayling 
and  parr  (quantities  of  parr  were  bought  and  put  in),  to 
eat  up  the  scanty  feeding  there  is.  Two  ineo,  who 
fished  it  three  and  four  years  ago,  said  they  would  not 
have  thought  any  water  could  have  changed  so. 

My  only  desire  is  to  warn  you  as  to  the  fishing  — don’t 
be  in  a hurry  to  send  anyone  there  to  kill  possible 
pounders — for  a water  more  difficult  to  get  at  from  your 
hotel  you  can’t  imagine. 

The  country  is  lovely,  hotel  very  comfortable  in  fine 
weather  (in  wet  weather  very  damp  in  the  valley). 
Scenery  you  can  t bsat ! Fishing— ahem  I ! 

LThs  time  of  year  at  Bad  Boll  evidently  makes  a vast 
difference.  We  know  several  first-rate  anglers  who 
cannot  speak  too  strongly  in  favoar  of  the  fishing.  On 
the  other  hand,  such  a letter  as  this  ought  to,  and 
doubtless  will,  bo  rep  iei  to  by  the  management  of  the 
club. — Ed  ] 
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inform  you  that  upon  ono  occasion  1 fished  the  Thames 
last  year  and  caught  twelve  sizeable  roach,  which  I did 
not  trouble  to  take  homo.  The  roport  next  week  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  informed  mo  1 had  caught  snvorul  good 
barbel  and  a large  quantity  of  roach.  Myself  and 
several  members  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society  have  had 
several  dayH  this  year  on  various  parts  of  the  Thames 
fishing  district,  and  in  no  instance  havo  any  of  our 
members  roturnod  with  a decent  take.  The  mombors  I 
rofer  to  are  admitted  good  fishermen,  and  if  fish  are  to 
bo  caught  they  can  catch  (hem.  I boldly  assort  that 
most  reports  from  the  Thames  are  most  misleading,  and 
calculated  to  do  much  harm  to  tho  professional  fisher- 
men ; and  as  for  myself  I certainly  shall  not  spend 
another  penny  on  tho  Thames  for  fishing  purposes,  as 
lar  as  fishermen  are  concerned,  as  it  is  the  solid  opinion 
of  myself  and  club  mates  that  the  reports  are  fearfully 
exaggerated.  Trusting  you  will  insert  this. — I am, 
yours,  &c.,  F.  Smart,  Eagle  Angling  Socioty. 


Dear  Sir, — T shall  he  glad  if  yon  will  kindly  afford 
me  space  in  your  next  issue  to  reply  to  Mr  Brougham’s 
letter.  Mr.  Brougham  states  that  my  letter  is  “some- 
what personal  and  very  misleading.’’  I havo  no  desire 
to  be  at  all  personal,  and,  as  Mr.  Brougham  admits  in 
his  answer  to  my  inquiry,  that  the  river  keeper 
employed  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
docs  collect  his  reports,  I cannot  see  how  it  is  mislead- 
ing. Tho  statement  Mr.  Brougham  himself  makes,  in 
regard  to  “ nearly  all  ’’  his  reports  being  from  “ special 
correspondents,”  is,  I think,  far  more  misleading.  Mr. 
Brougham  may  have  “ special  correspondents”  at  the 
places  bo  names,  viz  : Staines,  Chertscy,  Shepperton, 
Weyliridge,  Walton,  Hampton  Court,  and  Teddington  ; 
but*  if,  as  he  says,  he  has  “every  reliance”  on  these 
“special  correspondents,”  why  is  it  necessary  for 
head  river  keeper  Douglas  to  visit  all  these  places 
as  well  as  those  fishing  stations  where  Mr.  Brougham 
has  no  “ special  correspondent,”  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day each  week,  collecting  reports  from  thepuntsmeD.  If 
the  Staines  “ special  correspondent  ” is  one  of  those  in 
whom  Mr.  Brougham  places  “ every  reliance,”  will  bo 
explain  how  it  is  that  above  the  initials  “ B.”  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  29  it  is  stated  that  during  the 
last  trouting  season  John  Keene,  jun.,  captured  seven- 
teen trout,  weighing  861b.  lOoz.  ; whereas  a reference  to 
the  reports  in  the  Gazette  from  Staines  for  each  week 
during  the  trouting  season  shows  that  only  nine  fish, 
weighing  481b.  3oz.,  were  taken  by  that  fisherman  or  his 
patrons.  I fully  indorse  the  excellent  character  Mr. 
Brougham  gives  the  head  river  keeper,  Wm.  Douglas, 
but  I cannot  agree  with  him  when  he  endeavours  to 
justify  his  employment  of  Douglas  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  his  (Mr.  Brougham’s)  reports  ; nor  do  I think 
it  necessary  he  should  be  obliged  to  collect  these  reports 
to  keep  him  “ on  the  move  in  the  right  direction.”  Mr. 
Brougham,  by  virtue  of  his  position,  ha3  the  monopoly  of 
these  reports,  and,  as  he  uses  them  for  his  own  private 
account,  and  is  doubtless  well  paid  for  them,  I cannot 
see  why  he  should  utilise  the  time  of  other  people’s 
servants  for  their  collection. 

The  suggestion  of  “Tempo”  in  your  issue  of  the 
29th  nit  , that  a report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water 
would  be  of  far  more  value  than  a statement  that  some- 
body caught  so  many  pounds  of  fish,  is  an  excellent  one, 
and  I trust  that  ere  long  it  will  be  carried  out.  The 
reports  which  Mr.  Brougham  supplies,  with  the  exception 
of  his  “ General  Remarks,”  are  of  no  practical  use 
whatever.  If  they  were  up  to  date  they  might  perhaps 
be  read  with  more  interest,  but  as  they  are  invariably  a 
fortnight  old,  no  interest  can  possibly  attach  to  them. 
To  prove  this  statement  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out 
that  the  reports,  say  for  the  week  ending  on  Satur- 
day, the  13th  inst.,  will  be  collected  on  the  Monday 
and  Tuesday  following,  and  then  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Brougham.  By  the  time  he  receives  them  they  will  le 
too  late  for  the  issue  of  the  20th,  and  consequently  will 
not  be  published  until  the  27th  mst.  In  this  connection 
I commend  to  Mr.  Brougham  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  remarks 
concerning  second-hand  reports  in  your  issue  of  the 
29th  ult. 

Apologising  for  the  length  of  this  letter, — I am,  dear 
Sir,  yours  truly, 

A Member  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society. 

Oct.  10, 1894.  

AN  ANGLING  CLUB  FOR  KINGSTON. 

Sir  — I have  been  much  surprised  that  in  a flourishing 
riverside  town  like  Kingston  there  is  no  angling  club. 
In  a discussion  upon  this  subject  with  other  brother 
anglers,  I was  urged  to  make  an  endeavour  to  promote 
such  a club,  and  promised  considerable  support. 

The  proposed  club  will  not.  offer  prizes  for  gross 
weight  takes  of  fish,  but  will  offer  prizes  for  specimens 
only.  If  there  is  a surplus  fund  it  will  be  utilised  in 
purchasing  punts  for  the  free  use  of  members. 

I shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  anyone  wishing  to  join. — 
Yours  truly,  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

43a,  High-street,  Kingston. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CONTEST  IN  THE  AVON. 

Dear  Sir, — A letter  appears  in  tho  valuable  columns 
of  your  last  issue,  signed  by  .1  Edwineon  Green,  having 
reference  to  the  Birmingham  Association  contest  which 
took  place  in  the  River  Avon,  at  Twyning,  a month  ago, 
in  which  the  above-named  struggles  to  explain  away  his 
unwarrantable  conduct  on  that  date  in  running  a steam 
launch  up  and  down  the  stream,  close  to  land,  to  the 
annoyance  of  .720  (.ontestants.  The  only  reply  ho  conld 
give  for  what  I described  »s  ungentlemanly  conduct  was  : 
" I am  doing  it  to  annoy  the  tenant  of  the  Fleet  Inn  ” 
(which  was  our  temporary  headquarters).  Why  Mr. 


JEW  FISH  AND  TARPON. 

Dear  Marston, — A friend  of  mice,  who  has  been 
fishing  in  Florida  and  about  those  regions,  had  a very  large 
fish  about  5ft.  long  on  his  line  for  some  length  of  time, 
when  the  fish  jumped  out  high  into  the  air  and  broke  him. 
My  friend  was  spinning  with  an  ordinary  artificial 
minnow,  I believe,  and  the  first  run  took  out  eighty 
yards  of  line.  He  called  the  fish  a tarpon,  which  is 
also  the  “Grande  Echaille  ” and  the  “jew  fish”  in 
South  Florida.  As  I have  searched  out  amongst  my 


fish  library  a picture  of  the  fish  for  my  friend’s  sister, 
I Mend  you  a tracing  <>f  my  “ jew  fish,”  which  is  certainly 
a handsomer  shaped  fish  than  the  one  you  have  hung  up  in 
your  California  Sea  Bass  picture.  My  “ jew  fish  ” alias 
“ Tarpum  ” inhabits  the  Atlantic,  and  goes  up  rivers  at 
particular  times  of  the  year  like  salmon.— Yours  very 
truly,  Exeter. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  for 
bis  note  and  sketch,  but,  unless  we  are  greatly  mistaken, 
the  fish  illustrated  in  our  paper  of  Sept.  29  was  not  a 
tarpon,  nor  were  we  aware  that  the  tarpon  or  “silver 
king  ” was  ever  called  “ jew  fish.” — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  BAD  BOLL. 

We  have  been  asked  to  publish  the  following  extracts 
from  the  letter  of  a gentleman  who  has  fished  at  Bad 
Boll  this  autumn.  We  do  so  as  tho  statements  made 
have  been  endorsed  by  two  other  visitors  who  have  only 
recentlv  returned  from  fishing  at  Bad  Boll  • 

The  fishing  at  Bad  Boll  has  been  so  much  belauded  in 
the  papers,  especially  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  that  really 
some  public  protest  is  needed. 

First,  there  is  not  “ a 51b.  trout  in  every  pool  ” ( vide 
Pall  Mall  Gazette).  During  my  stay  (over  two  weeks,  end 
of  August  and  beginning  of  September)  I only  heard  of  one 
trout  of  lib  being  takep  and  saw  none.  I don  t believe 
there  is  feeding  in  the  river  for  a dozen  5-pounders  per 
mile.  I saw  one  grayling  about  1 Jib.  I kdled  three  or 
four  about  lib.,  but  in  the  water  below  Achdorf,  miles 
away,  and  inaccessible  to  most  people. 

Second.  It  is  overfished. 

Third.  There  are  not  forty  miles.  Tho  hotel  water  runs 
below  Achdorf  and  up  stream,  altogether  about  eighteen 
miles.  From  below  Achdorf  it  is  leased  by  Schuster  to 
netters  (to  the  Rhine).  A company  would,  I imagine, 
bo  found  by  Schuster's  covenants  with  his  lessees. 

Fourth.  Water  in  front  of  hotel,  about  half  mile  or 
more,  nominal  preserve  for  fry  ! ! With  a weir  and  cur- 
ront  to  sweep  thorn  all  clean  out  their  first  spate ! 
Water  above  to  first  bridge  rough  ; to  seoond  bridge  very 
rough.  Above  this  bridge  about  a mile  and  a half  up,  a 
cliff  blocks  further  progress,  except  (I’m  told)  in  very  low 
water.  This  second  bridge  half  mile  walk  from  hotel.  No 


THE  AUTOMATIC  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  writing  this  from  my  old  quarters 
on  the  Bann,  where  I am  finishing  the  season  with  a 
friend  amongst  the  autumn  salmon.  We  killed  thirteen 
fish  last  week  between  us,  weighing  113. b , besides 
getting  some  good  trout  and  about  twenty  pike. 

But  it  was  not  to  tell  you  of  my  sport  that  I took  pen 
in  hand;  it  was  to  answer  the  letter  of  my  friend  Mr. 
Capes,  which  appeared  in  your  last.  According  to  his 
letter,  someone  bearing  the  name  of  M’Cartay  has 


been  accusing  me,  ia  the  columns  of  the  G izette,  of 
being  “ severe  on  the  Automatic  Riel.”  If  he  m-ans 
by  this  statement  that  Iihave  given  the  Automvtii  a 
severe  trial,  he  tells  the  truth,  but  if  he  asserts  that  I 
have  said  anything  against  the  reel,  he  owes  me  an 
apology.  I bought  an  Automatic  with  many  misgivings, 
but  with  a sincere  hope  that  it  would  prove  as  success- 
ful as  its  makers  represented.  When  I wrote  to  the 
Gazette,  in  response  to  your  invitation,  Mr.  Editor,  I 
spoke  in  terms  of  praise  of  the  reel,  but  I said  then,  as  I 
say  now,  I do  not  think  that  it  is  likely  to  come  into 
universal  f avour  with  English  anglers.  Speaking  for  my- 
self, I like  it  exceedingly,  and,  fishing  with  it,  as  I have, 
two  or  three  days  a week  all  through  the  season,  I have 
not  lost  a trout  through  any  defect  in  the  Automatic.  But 
it  requires  a cool  head  and  a steady  hand  to  use  it  suc- 
cessfully in  dry  fly  fishing,  and  it  certainly  is  not  a 
“duffer’s”  reel.  Being  located  in  a remote  farm- 
house in  Ireland  the  Gazette  containing  Mr.  Eugene 
M’Cartby’s  letter  has  not  reached  me,  so  that  I am 
unable  to  reply  in  detail  to  his  communication.  This 
much,  however,  I ought  to  say  in  qualification  of  the 
foregoing  : the  Automatic  Reel,  like  every  other  machine, 
wants  learning,  and  you  cannot  manipulate  its  simple 
mechanism  without  considerable  experience  and  prac- 
tice. The  main  secret  is  to  regulate  the  tension  on  the 
spring,  and  I have  to  thank  Messrs.  Allcock  for  their 
letter  to  the  Gazette  early  in  Jaly  last,  which  gave  ms 
the  hint  as  to  “ winding  up  the  clock.” — I am.  &o., 

Kilrea,  Ireland.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

BARBEL  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Sept.  22  Mr.  Wm.  Nash 
announces  the  capture  of  a barbel  weighing  noarly  81b. 
in  the  Ouse,  at  St.  Neots.  For  a good  many  years 
I have  fished  both  the  tidal  and  non-tidal  wators  of 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Huntingdonshire,  and  Cambridge- 
shire ; but,  although  I havo  always  thought  that  there 
wore  many  places  where  thoso  fish  might  be  suooessfully 
introduced,  I have  never  heard  of  barbol  being  caught 
there. 

Whon  T opened  my  Fishing  Gazette  this  morning 
(Sept.  29)  I fully  expected  to  find  “ Correspondence  ” 
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teeming  with  letters  of  astonishment,  incredulity,  and 
theory — firstly,  as  to  suoh  a fish  being  taken  ; secondly, 
as  to  whether  it  really  was  taken;  and,  thirdly,  as  to 
how  it  found  its  way  into  the  Ouse.  To  ray  extreme 
surprise  there  is  no  mention  whatever  of  this  very 
remarkable  catch. 

The  “ Angler’s  Diary,”  in  reference  to  the  rivers  of 
the  eastern  counties,  says  “ coarse  fish,  except  barbel  ” ; 
and  I know,  from  extensive  personal  experience,  that 
there  is  soaroely  a resident  in  these  counties  who  would 
know  what  a barbel  was  if  he  saw  one. 

The  statement  is  so  clear,  and  such  details  of  length, 
girth,  and  weight  are  given,  that  I cannot  doubt  that 
this  barbel  was  caught;  but  I really  should  like  Mr. 
Nasb,  or  somebody  else,  to  offer  some  suggestion  as  to 
how  it  came  to  be  in  the  Ouse,  at  St.  Neots. — Cordially 
yours,  Sedge- Willow. 

SWIMS  IN  THE  TRENT. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  finding  swims  in  this  river 
about  which  there  has  been  so  much  discussion  of  late, 
I read  in  a well-known  contemporary  of  Wednesday, 
August  29  last  (two  days  previous  to  Sept.  1 when 
Mr.  Coxon  says  the  Trent “ literally  teemed  with  weed  ”), 
the  following  : “ I have  just  returned  from  a four  weeks’ 
outing  at  a delightful  little  Trentside  resort  (below 
Newark)  which  for  the  last  fourteen  years  I have 
annually  visited.  . . I baited  a swim  . . . getting 

six  nice  barbel  and  one  chub,  largest  barbel  51b.  Next 
evening  we  killed  ten  barbel  (2J  hours),  and  next  evening 
four  barbel,  largest  61b.  . . I found  them  (bream)  one 

morning  in  9ft.  of  water  . . . and  caught  nine,  largest 

31b.  . . I caught  some  good-sized  dace,  perch,  roach, 

and  flounders,  and  sport  was  to  be  bad  if  you  carefully 
selected  your  swim.” 

This  is  precisely  what  we  have  been  recently  told  in 
tie  Gazette,  and  together  with  the  fact  that  an  angler 
goes  for  his  holiday  fourteen  consecutive  years  to  the 
same  place,  must,  I think,  prove  to  your  readers  that 
the  Trent  does  not  “literally  teem  with  weed  ” for  an 
angler  would  certainly  not  go  for  so  many  years  to  the 
same  river  if  there  were  not  good  clear  swims  to  be 
found  there. — I am,  &c.,  Big  Tom. 


THAMES  AND  TRENT  BARBELLING. 

Sir,— Mr.  Coxon  declares  his  ability  to  prove  that  I 
was  under  the  care  of  a Dunham  “ otter,”  “ Old 
Williamson.”  If  he  can  do  this  he  is  clever,  as  I was 
under  the  care  of  no  one,  and  I should  not  know  Old 
Williamson  if  I saw  him.  I don’t  know  who  has  or  has 
not  been  to  Dunham.  Mr.  Coxon  knows;  was  it  he? 
He  says  he  did  not  in  the  Gazette  recommend  anglers  to 
goto  “ Old  Susan’s  Inn.”  Will  be  dare  affirm  be  did 
not  do  so  in  another  paper  ? But  this  is  all  beside  the 
point.  He  declares  the  Trent  teems  with  weeds,  and 
then  admits  that  at  Dunham  it  does  not.  The  only 
real  question  at  issue  is  this  : Is  every  Trent  barbel 

swim  choked  with  weeds?  I simply  say  no. — I am, 
&c.f  M.  A. 


Dear  Sir. — I saw  it  stated  in  your  valuable  paper 
the  other  day  that  Old  Williamson,  the  so-called 
Dunham  houseboat  professional,  was  out  with  a London 
angler  recently.  This  is  really  too  ridiculous,  for  it  is  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  to  every  one  in  or  near 
Dunham  that  he  has  been  dead  for  years —I  am,  &c., 
One  Who  Knows. 


Sir,— If  Mr.  Coxon’s  letter  concerned  myself  alone,  I 
should  pass  it  unnoticed,  but  as  it  is  intended  to 
prejudice  my  old  friend  “M.A.”  with  your  readers,  I 
send  you  the  following  : 

Mr.  Coxon  in  his  letter  states  that  bis  criticism  of 
“ M.  A.’s  ” article  appeared  to  have  “ driven  ” “ M.A.” 
“to  a remote  spot  on  the  river  (Dunham),  where,  under 
the  professional  superintendence  of  a local  otter”  he 
discovered  Bundry  barbel  swims.  He  insinuates,  too, 
that  “M.A.”  was  fishing  with  “Old  Williamson,  the 
houseboat  professional.”  Neither  statement  nor  insinua- 
tion is  correct.  I alone  accompanied  “ M.A.,”  according 
to  an  arrangement  made  months  previously.  I am  not 
an  “ otter  ” nor  a professional  fisherman.  We  were  not 
fishing  at  Dunham,  and  did  not  go  there.  “ M.A.” 
prepared  the  bait  and  selected  the  swim  where  we 
caught  the  barbel  to  which  he  referred.  “ Old  William- 
son,”  whom  Mr.  C.  calls  the  “ houseboat  professional  ” 
has  been  dead  for  years,  and  his  houseboat  removed 
from  Dunham.  He  was  not  a professional  fisherman. 
Hudson  was  the  Dunham  professional,  but  he,  too,  is 
dead. 

Mr.  C.  says  Dunham  is  “ remote  and  practically 
unknown  to  barbel  fishermen.”  It  is  the  best  known, 
and  one  of  the  best  barbel  places  on  the  Trent.  I 
Hundreds  are  caught  there,  and  many  as  far  down  as 
Gainsborough.  No  Lincoln  angler  would  think  of  going 
above  Dunham  for  barbel.  The  Trent  iB  not  “ tidal  ” at 
Dunham  (which  is  sixty  miles  (about)  from  the  river 
mouth)  ; the  equinoctial  tides  alone  reach  it. 

Mr.  C.  also  states  that  on  Sept.  1 the  Trent  “literally 
teemed  with  weeds.”  This  is  far  from  the  truth  as  to 
the  Lower  Trent  ; good  clear  swims  could  be  found  in 
every  reach.— I am,  &c.,  A Trent  Barbeller. 

P.S. — I enclose  my  card. 


Sir, — I have  fished  the  Trent  for  thirty  years,  and 
consider  Dunham  one  of  the  best  places  to  go  to  for 
barbel  and  bream,  and  that  there  is  not  a better  known 
plaoe  on  the  Trent. 

I can  always  find  clear  swims  there  when  I want 
them.  The  Trent  is  not  worse  for  weeds  this  year  than 
it  has  been  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Coxoms  statement.  I think  the 
Trent  is  not  tidal  at  Dunham ; that  old  Williamson  is 


dead  ; that  he  was  not  the  Dunham  professional,  but 
Hudson  was — that  Hudson  is  also  dead  ; that  the  fishing 
is  much  better  below  Dunham  than  above  it. — I am,  &c., 
P.S. —I  enclose  my  card.  C.  C. 


MEASUREMENTS  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  FISH. 

Sir, — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  notice  that  the 
few  hints  of  mine  on  the  measurements  of  fish,  which 
yon  kindly  printed  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  29,  have  fallen 
on  kindly  soil.  Under  “ Jottings  by  the  Way  ” in  your 
last  issue,  Messrs.  Ripley  give  the  measurements  of  a 
large  carp,  the  length  measurements  emphasising  what 
I said  about  the  difference  between  measuring  over  the 
curve  of  the  body,  and  measuring  on  the  level.  In  a 
length  of  24in.  only,  we  have  a difference  of  lin.  In  the 
case  of  the  371b.  Lough  Conn  pike,  nearly  double  the 
length,  the  difference  is  no  more  ; so  we  see  how  much 
depends  upon  the  rotundity  of  the  particular  fish  under 
treatment.  I think  it  is  quite  clear,  Sir,  that,  in  taking 
measurements  of  fish  one  universal  rule  should  be 
observed  ; and  the  rule,  so  far  as  length  is  concerned, 
should  be,  I submit,  that  the  fish  be  laid  upon  the  measure 
and  not  the  measure  over  the  fish. 

My  suggestions  do  not  appear  to  have  met  with  a very 
hearty  reception  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jardine,  who 
states  that  I have  advanced  arguments  which  he  is  kind 
enough  to  say  are  ingenious.  I was  not  aware  that  I 
advanced  any  arguments  at  all,  for  I simply  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  two  incontrovertible  facts  that  a fish 
measured  over  the  curve  of  the  body  is  made  to  appear 
longer  than  is  really  the  case,  and  that  a circle  contains 
a greater  superficial  area  than  an  oval,  or  any  other 
form  of  figure  having  the  same  perimeter.  There  is  no 
more  argument,  ingenious  or  otherwise,  about  these 
statements  than  in  saying  that  two  and  two  make  four. 
I heartily  agree  with  Mr.  Jardine  when  lie  says  that 
“ facts  are  more  conclusive  than  fiction.”  But  the 
facts  are  all  on  my  side,  and  the  fiction  on  his.  Mr. 
Coekburn  has  written  explaining  the  weighing  of 
his  fish  and  so  established  the  original  fact ; Mr. 
Jardine  has  introduced  the  fiction  in  endeavouring  to 
prove  that  the  fish  could  not  have  weighed  371b.  With 
a majestic  wave  of  the  hand  he  puts  aside  my  statements, 
and  derides  the  suggestion  that  rotundity  of  shape  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  weight  of  fish  ; but,  immediately 
afterwards,  when  he  brings  his  own  fish  on  the  scene, 
be  blithely  accepts  my  view  of  the  question  by  stating 
that  they  (his  371b.  and  271b.  pike)  were  “ rare  thick 
round  fish.”  This  is  blowing  hot  and  cold  with  a 
vengeance. 

I notice  that  Mr.  Jardine  avoids  reference  to  the  way 
his  fish  were  measured,  and  I therefore  feel  juatified  in 
concluding  that  his  pike  were  measured  over  the  curve, 
as  I suspected  was  the  case.  His  measurements,  conse- 
quently, are  not  worth  anything.  Mr.  Sachs,  I perceive, 
points  out  the  great  difference  existing  between  the 
length  of  the  head  of  Mr.  Jardine’s  361b.  pike  and  the 
371b.  Lough  Conn  fish.  Mr.  Jardine’s  fish  being  really  a 
45in.,  fish  and  not  one  of  46in.,  it  follows  that  the  body — 
which  of  course  is  all  material  in  a question  of  weight, 
the  head  weighing  very  little — measured  3Iiin.  only, 
against  the  33Jin.  of  the  Lough  Conn  pike.  Now  that 
the  actual  weight  of  the  Lough  Conn  pike  has  been 
established  beyond  controversy  at  “well  over  371b.,”  itis 
not  necessary  to  argue  upon  the  subject ; but  itis  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  the  case  to  show  how  badly  one  may  be 
deceived  in  drawing  deductions  from  inadequate  data. 

Mr.  Jardine  says  that  he  knows  all  about  the  paunch- 
like abdomen  of  the  351b.  Kapley  Lake  fish.  This  being  so, 
I suggest  that  it  would  have  been  better  had  he  stated  in 
the  first  case  that  the  distention  of  abdomen  was  due  to 
the  well-known  fact  that  the  fish  was  heavy  in  spawn, 
43,000  eggs  having  been  found  inside  her.  The  bare 
statement  of  this  fact  must  have  made  it  clear  to  every- 
one how  it  was  that  the  fish  possessed  so  largo  a girth 
and  yet  did  not  weigh  so  much  as  narrower  fish.  As  Mr. 
Jardine  originally  gave  the  measurements  in  a compara- 
tive table,  we  were  led  to  suppose  that  each  fish  was  re- 
presented by  the  same  density  of  flesh.  Anyone  at  all 
conversant  with  pisciculture  knows  how  little  the  spawn 
of  fish  weighs,  compared  with  the  solid  flesh. 

It  is  interesting  to  read  how  Mr.  Jardine  caught  his 
pike ; but  I think  I am  correct  in  saying  that  what  is 
just  now  of  even  more  interest  than  the  way  he  caught 
them  is  how  he  measured  them.  I see  that  he  refers  to 
the  “ Jardine  ” snap  tackle.  I presume  that  by  this  is 
meant  the  tackle  consisting  of  a couple  of  triangles 
whipped  on  a few  inches  apart  from  one  another.  If  so, 
I may  mention  that  I have  heard  from  more  than  one 
old  angler  that  this  form  of  tackle  was  in  use  long 
before  Mr.  Jardine’s  name  became  associated  with  it. 

Mr.  Jardine  has  not  been  very  successful  in  quoting 
me.  I have  never  suggested  that  the  flesh  of  a Lough 
Conn  fish  is  more  dense  than  that  of  an  English  pike  by 
33  per  cent.  I did  not  suggest  that  id  is  denser  by  any 
percentage  whatever,  but  I claim  that  thero  was  more 
of  it  than  was  made  to  appear  by  the  bare  statement  of 
length  and  girth  measurements. 

Mr.  Jardine’s  271b.  pike,  properly  measured,  would 
not  be  more  than  42in.,  and  deducting  12iu.  ouly  for  the 
head,  we  have  30in.  of  body  against  the  33iin.  of  the 
Irish  fish.  Apart  from  this  we  have  the  great  thickness 
of  the  Irish  pike,  which,  after  all,  is  the  greatest  factor 
in  making  weight.  Whether  Mr.  Jardine  agrees  with 
what  I say  or  not  will  make  no  difference  to  the  truth, 
and  your  readers  are  sufficiently  intelligent  to  judge  for 
themselves  of  the  value  of  half  an  inch  or  an  inch  of 
extra  thiokness  operating  along  the  whole  length  of  a 
large  fish.  Take  a fish  of  351b.  measuring  5in.  through, 
and  reduce  its  thickness  by  an  inch,  and  you  take  away 
one-fifth  of  its  weight,  leaving  281b.  Mr.  Jardine  refers 
to  me  a e the  ohairman  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  when 


the  Lough  Conn  pike  was  exhibited.  All  I said  was  that 
I “ assisted  to  measure  ” the  fish. — Yours,  &c., 

Pismuscator. 


LARGE  IRISH  AND  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I see  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  now  drops  his  nom- 
de-plume  of  “ Pismuscator,”  and  although  I have  little 
time  to  answer  his  long  letters  which,  “ like  wounded 
snakes,  drag  their  slow  lengths  along,”  and  less  inclina- 
tion to  notice  his  nonsense  about  “ epistolary  attacks,” 
“ militant  attitudes,”  “jealousy,”  “ invective,”  &c  ,&c., 
yet  I shall  reply  to  his  inaccuracies,  which  he  appears 
to  make  his  salient  points. 

In  the  first  place  “ E.  T.  S.”  “ begs  the  question”  when 
he  suggests  my  pike  were  measured  “ over  the  curve  of 
the  body  ; ” on  the  contrary,  they  were  laid  flat  on  a 
board  and  their  lengths  were  as  given.  Then  he  is 
incirrect  iu  regard  to  the  head.  I have  a cast  of  my 
46|in.,  371b.  pike  ; its  head  measures  from  tip  of  jaw  to 
outside  edge  of  gill  cover,  exactly  12^in.,  not  13|in., 
thus  leaving  34in.  as  the  length  of  its  body,  which  con- 
sequently exceeds  that  of  the  Lough  Conn  pike,  as  it 
also  does  considerably  that  fish  in  all  other  dimen- 
sions. “ E.  T.  S.”  is  unfortunate  iu  too  prematurely 
asserting  that  I had  no  other  measurements  than  (as  he 
would  no  doubt  elegantly  express  it)  the  girth  of  its 
“paunch-like  abdomen,”  but  I gave  its  extreme  girth, 
also  its  dorsal  and  “ wrist  ” girths. 

“ E.  T.  S.”  is  again  wrong  when  he  “ supposes  my  pike 
were  weighed  without  loss  of  time,  and  the  37-pounder 
after  being  out  of  the  water  only  twelve  hours.”  It  was 
caught  at  10  o’clock  one  morning  and  not  “ weighed-in  ” 
at  the  Piscatorial  Society  until  the  next  evening.  I 
pass  over  his  allusion  “ that  the  entry  is  in  my  hand- 
writing,” that  is  simply  his  imagination.  It  is  true  that 
my  pike,  two  days  after  capture,  had  lost  slightly  in 
weight,  but  taking  the  dictum  of  such  angling  author- 
ities as  the  late  Greville  Fennell,  Francis  Francis,  and 
Frank  Buckland,  viz.,  “ That  pike  and  other  coarse 
fish  lose  1 5 per  cent,  in  weight  during  the  twelve  or  fifteen 
hours  following  capture,  by  exudation  of  slimy  mois- 
ture from  the  scales,  and  ‘ soccage  ’ from  their  gills  and 
vents,”  the  loss  on  mine  from  those  causes  was 
under  eight  per  cent,  in  one  fish,  and  three  per 
cent,  in  the  other  ; but  I see  from  Mr.  Cockburn’s 
letter  in  last  week’s  F.  G.,  that  he  thinks  his  pike 
would  have  been  nearer  401b.  than  371b. , except  for 
the  fact  that  it  was  weighed  on  the  night  of,  say,  ten 
hours  after  capture,  and  again  next  day  at  the  railway 
station — “ bully,”  for  Lough  Conn  pike,  but  I doubt 
the  accuracy  of  railway  station  weighings  ; aud  what  a 
mistake  it  was  of  Mr.  Williams  (its  London  consignee) 
to  weigh  “ the  packing-case  instead  of  the  pike.” 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  E.  (Sachs  and  his  remarks  about 
fishing  private  ponds,  &c.,  and  my  thirty-six  pound  pike 
having  fifteen  small  fish  partly  digested  inside  it.  I see 
nothing  particular  in  that ; large  hungry  pike  usually 
do  have  half-digested  bait  within  them.  Has  he  for- 
gotten the  incident  of  a certain  211b.  pike  being  caught 
in  the  same  pond  (as  he  chooses  to  term  a very  beautiful 
lake),  and  how  a 31b.  jack  was  pushed  down  into  the 
stomach  of  the  large  fish,  which  was  afterwards 
“ weighed-in  ” as  a 241b.  pike  ? Possibly  it  has  not  been 
convenient  for  him  to  remember  this;  and  he  still 
evades  my  question,  why  (according  to  him)  Lough 
Conn  pike  weigh  thirty-three  per  cent,  more  than 
English  pike  of  the  same  dimensions  ? 

“ Yorkshireman’s  ” letter  in  your  last  issue  reminds 
me  of  tricks  played  when  weighing  fish  at  railway 
stations.  I once  saw  a 71b.  weight  placed  within  the 
mouth  of  a large  pike,  it  was  capacious  enough  to  con- 
tain a 101b.  weight,  but  this,  of  course,  was  only  done 
for  a joke  ; and  possibly  the  31b.  jack  was  thrust  inside 
the  21-pounder  from  a similar  motive. — 1 am,  yours,  &c., 
Alfred  Jardine. 

Sir, — In  your  paper  of  last  week  Mr.  Sachs  alludes  to 
his  opponent's  favourite  weapon  of  epistolary  attack, 
“ italics.”  Truly  wonderful  is  the  love  displayed  by 
some  of  your  correspondents  for  this  method  of  impress- 
ing readers  with  the  importance  of  their  own  statements, 
and  their  contempt  for  those  of  their  adversaries. 

Possibly  soino  of  these  very  impressive  writers  may  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  constant  use  of  italics, 
besides  being  very  uncomplimentary  to  the  reader,  as 
suggesting  his  inability  to  grasp  the  points  of  the  argu- 
ment without  their  aid,  is  very  inelegant,  and  betrays 
the  igoorance,  and  (alas  ! must  I add),  too  often,  the 
animus  of  the  writer. 

An  incorrect,  and  consequently  somewhat  obscure, 
Latin  proverb  may  perhaps  be  excused,  as  some  of  us 
have  left  our  school  days  far  behind. — Yours,  &c., 

Pax. 

Sir, — I see  from  the  letter  of  “ Yorkshiroman  ” in 
last  Saturday’s  Fishing  Gazette  that  you  are  inserting 
anecdotes  about  pike  anglers,  who,  taken  altogolhor, 
seem  to  make  up  a suspicious  class. 

“ Yorksbireman  ” relates  a sad  case  of  depravity,  and 
one  finds  it  impossible  to  congratulate  him  upon  the 
angling  oompany  he  keeps  ; whilst  one  wonders  at  the 
gullibility  of  those  who  stood  by  and  saw  a 101b.  pike 
weighed  with  51b.  of  shot  inside  it  without  detecting 
so  ridiculous  a deception.  Fancy  a lump  of  shot  like 
that  rolling  about  the  inside  of  a fish  without  being 
noticed  I 

My  own  story  is  even  less  reputable,  for  it  conoerns 
an  angler  who  one  day  caught  a few  good  pike  in 
compauy  with  a friend,  the  friend  catching  something 
like  six  or  seven  fish  to  his  three.  The  one  who  caught 
the  three  pike  made  some  pretext  for  borrowing  the  six 
or  seven  fish  (or  whatever  the  number  was)  of  his 
companion,  and  then  proceeded  to  weigh-in  the  whole 
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fake  uh  hiH  own  nt  his  aniline  club.  The  antfler  who 
did  this  is  not  a friend  of  mine  I hasten  to  aay,  hut  that 
tho  story  ia  quite  truo  I can  vouch  for,  although  I am 
Not  a Yorkkiiirkman. 


“ ENORMOUS  KILLALOE  SALMON.” 

Sir,  Under  tho  above  heading  in  Fi  king  Gazette  of 
Oot.  0 Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Killaloo,  doserihoa  a 4GJlb. 
aalmon  reoontly  taken  by  Mr.  Wolstonholmo  as  “tho 
largest  salmon  ever  captured  with  tho  rod  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Rivor  Shannon,  or,  for  that  mailer,  perhaps 
in  any  other  river  in  Ireland  ” (tho  italics  aro  mine). 

Will  Mr.  Hurloy  allow  me  to  remind  him  that  he 
wrote  in  Land  and  Water  of  June  22,  188b,  rh 
follows: — “Monster  Shannon  Salmon. — The  largest 
salmon  ever  taken  in  tho  Shannon  with  tho  rod  was  killed 
on  Friday,  the  14th  inat.,  in  Mr.  Henry  Hodge’s  pre- 
served water  at  Castlo  Connell.  The  fish  weighed 
50Jlb.  less  by  2oz.  This  acoount  is  authentic.” — I am, 
yours,  &c.,  Giant. 

AN  EIGHTY-POUND  SALMON. 

Sir, — In  F.  G.  of  (!th  inst.  “ A Border  Chiel  ” puts  the 
query  : “ Was  a salmon  of  801b.  weight  ever  killed  on 
the  Floors  water  on  Tweed  by  rod  and  line?”  One 
gentleman  says  such  was  the  case,  and  the  other  disputes 
it  and  avers  that  the  largest  salmon  killed  by  rod  and 
line  on  Tweed  was  not  over  501b. 

Possibly  the  disputants  refer  to  the  57Jlb.  salmon 
killed  in  the  Floors  Castle  water  on  the  Tweed  by  Mr. 
Pryor,  of  Chelmsford,  in  1880,  as  the  event  is  said  to 
have  taken  place  about  eight  or  ten  years  ago.  I am 
writing  from  memory,  but  I believe  I am  correct  in  the 
year  named. — I am,  &c.,  “ Giant.” 

Sir, — I wrote  to  Mr.  Forrest,  the  well  known  fishing 
tackle  maker  of  Kelso  fame,  about  the  letter  of  “ A 
Border  Chiel”  in  last  Fishing  Gazette  (Oct.  6th).  In 
reply  he  says  : “ I enclose  extract  (printed)  about  the 
big  fish  got  on  Floors  water.  Of  course  the  size  has 
grown  considerably  in  ten  years,  but  it  was  authentic. 
The  Duke  sent  me  down  word  to  come  up  and  see  it. 
and  we  have  a photo  in  our  angling  club  room,  presented 
by  Mr.  Pryor.” 

Hoping  that  this  and  the  printed  slip  will  prove 
satisfactory  as  well  as  trustworthy, — I am,  faithfully 
yours,  E.  M.  Tod. 

Capture  of  a Great  Salmon. 

Mr.  Arthur  Pryor,  of  Hylands,  Chelmsford,  sends  to 
the  Morning  Post  the  following  interesting  account  of 
the  capture  of  a 57£lb.  Tweed  salmon  •— 

“ On  Wednesday  last  my  host  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe 
allotted  to  me  for  the  day  the  upper  water  at  Floors.  I 
had  a very  fine  day’s  sport,  having  up  to  4 o’clock  landed 
fourteen  fish,  weighing  from  81b.  to  301b.  The  last  fish 
broke  my  favourite  fly,  and  I replaced  it  with  one  of 
Forrest’s  tying  called  the  1 Wilkinson.’  I then  hooked 
what  I felt  to  be  a heavy  fish,  which  took  all  my  strength 
to  hold  him  (with  one  of  the  best  18ft.  6in.  rods  Forrest 
ever  made).  After  trying  all  he  knew  to  get  rid  of  the 
hook  up  and  down  the  ‘ shott  ’ stream,  he  went  down 
through  the  rocks  in  safety.  Here  he  stopped  behind 
the  big  stones,  and  no  power  I was  master  of  could  move 
him  till  I got  a pull  at  him  down  stream.  I then  had 
had  hold  of  him  for  half  an  hour,  and  my  arms  ached 
painfully.  The  fish  then  went  down  stream.  I had  to 
jump  out  of  the  boat,  when  the  Duke,  Duchess,  and 
my  daughter  appeared.  ‘ You  must  get  to  the 
top  of  the  bank,’  were  the  orders  of  my  atten- 
dant. ‘ How  can  I,  and  hold  on  both  hands 
to  the  fish?’  The  Duke  saw  the  fix  I was  in, 
and  came  and  partly  lifted  me  up  ; all  safe  for  the 
present.  Down  stream  went  the  fish  into  the  ‘ slap,’ 
and  there  lay  up  again.  We  all  now  thought  it  was  a 
big  fish  ‘ foul  hooked,’  and  the  Duke  advised  a steady 
pull  down  stream,  which,  beiDg  resorted  to,  the  fish 
came  through  the  ‘ slap,’  and  for  the  first  time  rushed 
up  to  the  surface  and  made  the  water  boil.  He  then 
slowly  came  towards  my  side  of  the  river,  and  the 
fisherman  slipped  into  the  water  below  me,  and  the 
magnificent  fish  floated  tail  first  into  the  landing  net, 
after  an  hour’s  hard  struggle.  He  was  fairly  hooked.” 

LARGE  TWEED  AND  SHANNON  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — With  your  permission  I should  like  to 
reply  to  two  communications  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Saturday  last.  “ A Border  Chiel  ” 
asks,  “ Was  a salmon  of  801b.  weight  ever  killed  on  the 
Floors  water  on  Tweed  by  rod  and  line  ?”  Further 
on  he  writes,  “ the  event  was  said  to  have  taken  place 
about  eight  or  ten  years  ago.”  For  many  years  past  I 
have  taken  special  pains  to  authenticate  the  weights  of 
all  the  heavy  salmon  captured  by  both  rods  and  nets  in 
our  home  waters,  and  I think  I may  without  hesitation 
confidently  say  that  within  Jiving  memory  no  salmon  of 
801b.  weight  has  been  taken  in  any  English,  Irish,  or 
Scotch  river.  Since  the  capture  in  1870  of  the  Tay  salmon 
of  701b.,  which  was  cast  by  poor  Frank  Buckland, 
attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  foist  off 
various  bogus  particulars  of  heavier  weight,  but  that 
fish  must  still  remain  the  largest  salmon  of  modern 
times.  In  reference  to  tho  big  salmon  landed  by  rod 
and  line  along  Tweedside,  Yarrell  mentions  one  of  09^ lb. 
which  was  taken  by  a former  Earl  of  Home.  Since 
then  the  weights  of  the  heaviest  salmon  which  lias  been 
captured  by  anglers  are  as  follows  : In  1873,  one  of 
53|lb.,  captured  on  Lennel  Haugh  ; in  1886,  Mr.  I’ryor 
took  one  of  57Jlb  ; in  1889,  Mr.  Brerton  landed  a fish  of 
551b.  on  Lord  Polworth’s  water,  at  Mertoun,  and  in 
1892  Col.  Home,  at  Birgham,  caught  one  of  51Jlb. 


Under  tho  hoading  “ Enormous  Killaloo  Salmon,”  in 
your  last  issue,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hurley  writes  : “ The  largest 
salmon  over  captnrod  with  the  rod  in  this  section  of  the 
River  Shannon,  or,  for  that  matter,  perhaps  in  any  other 
river  in  Ireland,  has  been  taken  here  this  morning  on 
Mr.  W.  Young’s  extensive  preserves.  . . . This  fish 

weighed  4041b. ” This  is  a most  misleading  statement. 
.Several  much  larger  fish  have  been  landed  along  the 
Shannon  and  other  Irish  waters.  Some  years  since  Capt. 
Vansittart  captured  a salmon  of  481b.  on  the  Shannon. 
In  1872  an  angler  took  one  of  581b.  In  1889  Mr.  Hodgos 
caught  one  of  491b.  On  the  River  Suir  in  the  year  1879 
a salmon  of  5341b.  was  taken  with  rod  and  line,  and  in 
1885  one  of  571b.  I have  not  all  my  note  books  by  mo 
else  I would  give  several  more  instances  of  the  capture 
in  Irish  waters  of  heavier  salmon  than  the  4fi|  ponnder 
mentioned  by  Mr.  HuHey.  In  the  Museum  of  Queen’s 
College,  Galway,  is  to  be  seen  the  cast  of  a salmon  of 
G91b.,  which  was  captured  in  the  year  180(1. — I am,  dear 
sir,  yours  truly,  Henry  Ffennell. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  “ A Border  Chiel,”  I may 
inform  him  that  there  has  never  been  a salmon  of  801b. 
weight  caught  with  the  rod  on  Tweed.  The  large 
salmon  which  he  undoubtedly  refers  to  was  caught  by 
Mr.  Pryor  on  Floors  upper  water  six  or  seven  years 
ago.  This  fish  when  landed  was  supposed  to  be  over 
001b.,  but  when  weighed  the  following  day  it  scaled 
57£lb.,  its  length  being  4ft.  4Jin.  I am  sorry  I cannot 
give  the  girth  The  fish  being  a splendid  specimen,  the 
late  Duke  of  Roxburghe  had  it  stuffed,  and  it  is  now  in 
the  museum  at  Floors  Castle. 

About  twelve  years  ago,  a salmon  of  541b.  weight  was 
got  by  some  poachers  at  Kelso.  This  fish  had  a salmon 
fly  and  cast  in  its  mouth  to  which  fully  twenty  yards  of 
line  was  attached.  The  fish  had  broken  a gentleman 
who  was  fishing  the  Floors  lower  water,  and  swam  about 
for  nearly  a fortnight  before  it  was  taken  out.  Large 
numbers  of  people  went  on  to  the  “ terrace  ” (a  fine 
walk  overlooking  the  river)  to  have  a look  at  the  fish 
swimming  about,  and  frequently  showing  his  back  fin 
above  the  surface. — Yours  truly,  Tweedsider. 


THE  68lb.  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  a frequent  practice  in  Norway  to 
trace  the  shape  of  large  fish  upon  a board  and  then  cut 
out  the  figure  with  a saw.  These  models  are  merely 
intended  as  mementoes,  and  are  not  highly  finished  as  a 
rule. 

The  length  of  these  models  give  the  fairly  correct 
length  of  the  originals,  but  if  the  circumference  be 
taken  it  would  only  give  the  depth  of  the  fish  from 
dorsal  fin  straight  through  to  belly,  plus  twice  the 
thickness  of  the  board,  but  this,  of  course,  would  be 
much  less  Lthan  the  circumference  of  the  fish. — Yours 
truly,  ____  Fraser  Sandeman. 

“ THE  SEASON’S  OUT  OF  JOINT  ! ” 

Dear  Sir, — I was  fishing  on  the  River  Monnow,  at 
Pandy,  on  Wednesday  last,  Sept.  19,  and  was  very 
much  surprised  to  see  a May-fly  (green  drake.)  I 
observed  several  on  the  same  water  when  fishing  it  the 
last  week  in  July,  but  I have  never  seen  nor  heard  of 
a true  green  drake  so  late  as  September.  The  circum- 
stance is  sufficiently  unusual  to  be  worth  recording,  and 
I shall  be  curious  to  know  whether  any  other  sportsmen 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country  have  made  the  same 
observation.  A farmer  told  me  last  week  that  he  had 
an  apple  tree  in  his  orchard  in  full  bloom  ten  days  ago. 

I did  not  notice  the  tree,  but  I have  every  confidence 
in  the  strict  veraoity  of  my  informant. — I remain,  dear 
sir,  yours  faithfully,  Glanrhos. 

Sept.  26.  

WHOLESALE  SALMON  POACHING  AT  BERWICK- 
ON-TWEE  D. 

Sir, — The  state  of  affairs  in  relation  to  salmon 
poaching  is  something  desperate  here,  so  much  so  that 
it  is  almost  incredible.  However,  I will  try  to  explain 
how  matters  stand.  Previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  close  season  on  Sept.  15,  for  two  months  the  fisher- 
men of  the  coast  had  been  taking  a liberal  tithe  of  the 
salmon  with  hang  nets,  of  course  quite  an  illegal  and 
unwarrantable  piece  of  business.  For  the  last  five  days 
before  Sept.  15,  the  Spittal  fishers  went  out  with 
four  boats,  five  or  six  to  a boat,  and  proceeded  to  fish 
right  in  front  of  the  shore  nets,  i.e.,  right  between  the 
sea  and  the  fishing  stations  for  which  heavy  rents  and 
taxes,  and  protective  dues,  are  paid ; this,  be  it  under- 
stood, being  five  of  the  best  days  of  the  whole  season, 
which  has  been  a poor  one.  Some  dozen  of  them  were 
brought  before  the  magistrates  for  obstructing  the 
bailiffs  on  the  sea,  and  fined  ten  shillings  each.  The 
sequel  to  this  has  been,  that  a steamboat  has  been 
engaged  by  the  Tweed  Commissioners,  whose  business 
it  is  to  protect  the  fishery,  and  a number  of  nets  have 
been  taken. 

The  next  business  on  the  part  of  the  fishers  has  been 
to  molest  the  steamboat,  and  mobs  of  men  more  or  less 
disguised  have  been  engaged  after  dark  in  stoning  the 
bailiffs’  boat  on  leaving  the  harbour.  Not  content  with 
that,  they  have  proceeded  to  stone  the  police  ! All  this 
is  an  illustration  of  “the  rake’s  progress”  in  the 
matter.  Some  foolish  fellows  have  been  here  egging  on 
the  men  to  Bet  the  laws  at  defiance,  on  the  plea  that  tho 
sea  is  free  to  all,  and  that  so  far  as  it  is  concerned  there 
does  not  need,  and  shall  not  be,  a close  time! 

They  are  determined  so  far  as  they  can  to  knock  the 
bottom  out  of  it  altogether.  Such  is  briefly  the  position 
hero,  and  it  is  even  worse  than  this,  for  many  nets  are 
nightly  set  in  the  river. 

The  populace  who  share  in  the  spoil  (salmon  is  Gd. 
per  lb.  here)  are,  of  course,  aiders  and  abetters. 


The  loeal  authorities  are  very  reluctant  to  proceed 
harshly  in  the  matter,  and  are  somewhat  slack  in 
repelling  these  set  attacks  on  law  and  order. 

Serious  mischitf  may  ensue  at  any  time.  It  is  more 
by  good  luck  than  by  good  management  that  nobody  has 
been  seriously  injured  or  even  killed.  The  doctrine  that 
“ killing  is  no  murder  ” is  daily  expounded  in  connection 
with  bailiffs  ! 

All  this,  of  course,  sets  tho  fishermen  agaiBgt  all  law 
and  order ; it  degrades  and  demoralises  them  and  the 
whole  town  ; they  go  from  bad  to  worse.  What  is  now 
wanted?  The  local  authorities  need  to  be  encouraged 
to  do  their  duty  fearlessly  and  energetically,  for,  unless 
this  is  done,  matters  will  get  worse,  bad  as  they  are. 
Those  false  beacons,  tho  aforesaid  humbugs,  who  aro 
hounding  the  men  on  to  set  the  law  at  defiance,  should 
be  laid  by  the  heels  promptly.  As  it  is,  we  do  not  know 
the  day  nor  the  hour  when  tho  row  may  break  out. 

I send  you  some  cuttings  by  which  you  may  see  what 
rotten  stuff  is  propounded  by  these  advocates  of  free 
trade  in  salmon.  All  this  is  undoubtedly  a sign  of  the 
times  in  whioh  we  are  living. 

Certain  parties  are  determined  that  it  shall  go  hard 
with  them  if  they  do  not  bettor  the  instruction  they 
have  received. 

As  a fisherman’s  friend,  I am  the  more  sorry,  as  you 
Mr.  Editor  well  understand,  to  give  such  an  account. — 
I remain,  yours  truly,  Joseph  John  Hills, 

Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

P.S. — Since  I last  wrote  to  you  anent  state  of  affairs 
here,  there  have  been  no  rows.  Many  nets  have  been 
seized,  as  many  as  forty  on  a cruise  Salmon  or  salmon 
trout  has  been  selling  at  3d.  per  pound  ! 

The  fishers  in  cases  had  to  take  it  home  for  their  pots 
and  to  be  kippered.  As  kippered  salmon  it  is  sold  at 
Sunderland  and  neighbourhood  as  Norwegian  salmon  at 
Is.  per  pound. 

On  a day  recently  when  salmon  was  31.  per  pound, 
cod  was  selling  at  4d.  per  pound,  the  explanation  being 
that  the  fishermen  were  so  engaged  with  the  red  fish 
that  little  cod  was  to  be  got  for  love  or  money. 

Berwick  and  Spittal  are  in  a state  of  anarchy — we 
know  not  what  an  hour  may  bring  forth.  You  may 
utilise  this  information  if  you  like,  as  it  is  correct 
enough. 

I send  you  cutting  from  the  Border  Counties  Gazette 
of  Oot.  5,  in  which  I have  given  them  some  plain 
speaking,  which  is  at  the  cost  of  my  popularity  with 
them,  putting  it  very  mildly  indeed.  It  is  a terrible 
condition  of  matters.  If  the  close  time  is  blown  up  here 
other  places  will  follow  suit  we  may  be  sure. 

Thanks  for  Gazette.  I could  write  you  oftener  if 
I wei-e  sure  you  wished  copy.  These  forty  nets  were  got 
at  Eyemouth,  Berwick,  and  Spittal.  At  Spittal  they  are 
getting  trout,  at  Berwick  salmon.  Some  large  ones, 
171b.  or  more,  caught  this  morning  ; less  plentiful  last 
week.  


EXTRAORDINARY  DACE. 

Sir,- — In  the  last  two  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
I find  mention  and  accounts  of  the  capture  of  some  most 
extraordinary  dace  as  regards  their  weight,  said  to  have 
been  taken  from  the  River  Lark.  Eleven  of  these 
remarkable  fish  are  stated  to  have  weighed  131b.,  and 
the  chronicler  further  adds  that  he  has  three  of  the  fish 
in  a case  beside  him  as  he  writes,  the  largest  having 
weighed  lib.  4oz.  Why  only  three  in  a case,  when  to 
bring  eleven  fish  up  to  131b.  gross  there  would  require 
to  be  eight  fish  of  lib.  4iz.  each,  and  the  three  remaining 
ones  would  be  lib.  each?  Take  it  another  way  : Eleven 
fish  weighing  lib.  3oz.  each  would  bring  a total  of 
exactly  131b.  loz.  The  thing  seems  impossible,  and 
your  correspondent  must  really  mean  the  whole 
thing,  as  he  candidly  states  in  the  Graphic,  to 
be  "a  fish  story.”  Your  correspondent  only  gives 
the  exact  weight  and  length  measurement  of  one 
of  these  dace,  the  so-called  1^-pounder,  and  this  he 
Btates  to  measure  12in.  A dace  of  ljlb.  should  measure 
fully  13in.,  and  possibly  13Jin.,  to  the  fork  of  tail.  As 
an  angler  who  has  fished  waters  in  almost  every  part  of 
England  for  the  past  twenty  years  or  more,  and  caught 
dace  of  12oz.  and  114oz.,  besides  having  inspected  most 
of  the  large  specimens  in  the  London  clubrooms,  checked 
and  catalogued  15,000  cases  of  fresh- water  fish  at  the 
1892  Piscatorial  Exhibition,  I should  know  a little  about 
large  dace.  One  of  the  best  and  heaviest  dace  I know 
of  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  which 
weighed  lib.  ljoz.,  and  is  an  extraordinarily  short  female 
fish  for  its  weight,  measuring  only  12in.  I have  heard 
of  others  reputed  to  weigh  lib.  2oz.  and  lib.  2£oz.,  but 
I think  the  lib.  ljoz.  mentioned  above,  caught  by  Mr. 
R,  Ghurney  from  the  Lea,  would  more  than  compare  with 
them  if  placed  alongside.  In  my  opinion,  and  I am 
backed  up  by  scores  of  the  cleverest  and  greatest  travel- 
ling anglers  we  have  after  specimen  fish,  several  rivers 
can  beat  the  Lark  easily  in  dace,  and  yet  none  of  them 
have  as  yet  yielded  a 14-pounder. — Yours,  &e.,  J.  D. 


LARGE  TROUT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I send  you  a photograph  of 
two  large  trout  caught  last  month  in  Spring  Creek, 
Livingston  County,  New  York,  in  tho  waters  of  the 
Caledonia  Fishing  Club. 

They  are  the  German  trout  (or  English  brown  trout), 
and  cannot  exceed  ton  years  old,  for  the  original  seed 
was  imported  fi\  m Germany  in  1884. 

No.  1 weighed  111b.,  and  measured  27  inohos.  No.  2 
weighed  lOJlb.,  and  measurod  28  inches. — 1 am,  yours 
faithfully,  W.  W.  Warden. 

Several  interesting  letters  re  “ Bull  Trout  versus  Sea 
Trout  ” are  unavoidably  held  over  till  next  week. 


October  20,  1894] 
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NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
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the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 
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WHAT  WE  KNOW  OF  THE  LOBSTER 


By  Fred  'Matiier. 

(Continued  from  page  363.) 

There  is,  at  present  writing,  no  food  for  a 
larval  lobster  known  to  me  that  is  as  acceptable 
as  another  larval  lobster  that  has  just  moulted. 
I have  tried  to  bribe  them  by  hanging  flesh  of 
eel,  clam,  beef,  lobster  (adult),  blue  crab,  and 
fiddler  crab,  but  without  avail ; their  love  for  their 
fellows  which  prompted  them  to  take  their 
brethren  in  out  of  the  wet,  lest  they  might  he 
devoured  by  small  fishes,  baflled  my  efforts,  and 
there  was  no  resource  but  to  plant  the  fry  as  soon 
as  hatched.  If  each  youngster  could  be  placed  in 
a tank  or  even  a small  compartment  by  itself,  no 
doubt  it  would  accept  any,  or  all,  of  the  foods 
named,  but  at  present  we  are  not  prepared  to 
feed  a million  or  more  individual  lobsters  in 
separate  stalls  for  months  before  turning  them 
out  to  shift  for  themselves.  They  cannot  be 
reclaimed  from  cannibalism  by  any  known  means. 
They  are  fighters  by  nature,  and  when  a lobster- 
man  has  a lot  of  adults  in  a floating  car  and  a 
storm  comes  up,  each  lobster  blames  his  neigh- 
bour for  any  collision  that  may  ensue  and  they 
engage  in  a general  fight,  which  is  not  only 
disastrous  to  themselves  but  to  the  lohsterman, 
for  lobsters  are  not  marketable  in  fragments. 


The  size  of  marketable  lobsters  has  been  on 
the  decrease  for  the  past  fifty  years.  Half  a 
century  ago  my  father  never  brought  home  a 
lobster  for  family  use  under  61b.,  and  it  was  often 
twice  that  weight.  One  under  61b.  was  not 
thought  worth  picking  the  meat  out  of,  for  the 
labour  is  the  same,  no  matter  what  the  size  ; but 
to-day  a 21b.  lobster  is  considered  of  good  size, 
although  an  occasional  “ deep  sea  ” lobster  of 
201b.  or  more,  is  seen  on  the  stands.  These 
usually  have  large  barnacles,  oysters  or  other 
animals  of  good  size,  attached  to  their  shells, 
showing  that  they  have  not  moulted  in  some 
years,  and  their  claws  are  always  bruised  and 
blunted  as  additional  evidence  that  their  armour 
has  not  been  recently  renewed.  The  taste  for 
“ chicken  ” lobster  has  done  much  in  recent 
years  to  kill  off  the  young  and  to  prevent  their 
attaining  a larger  size,  but  the  canneries  are 
credited  with  taking  in  all  that  may  be  rejected 
by  law.  The  State  of  New  York  had  a law  that 
no  lobsters  measuring  less  than  lOJin.  exclusive 
of  claws,  should  be  sold.  This  excellent  law  was, 

I believe,  obtained  by  Mr.  Eugene  G.  Blackford 
when  he  was  president  of  the  New  York  Fishery 
Commission,  but  was  repealed  at  the  instance  of 
State  Assemblyman  Flinr,  who  desired  to  serve 
chicken  lobsters  at  the  free  lunch  counter  in  his 
liquor  saloon. 

That  lobsters  of  201b.  weight  have  been  taken 
within  a few  years  I know,  for  I have  seen  them 
weighed ; but  the  monsters  of  twice  that  weight 
that  we  read  of  are  not  well  authenticated,  and 
the  story  of  the  judge  who,  after  the  manner  of 
Solomon,  decided  a bet  on  the  weight  of  these 
crustaceans  against  the  man  who  brought  sworn 
testimony  of  old  fishermen,  who  remembered 
lobsters  of  401b.,  by  saying  “affidavits  are  not 
lobsters,”  has  passed  into  history.  A century 
hence,  my  statement  of  having  seen  a 201b. 
lobster  may  be  received  in  the  same  way,  and 
some  judge,  yet  unborn,  may  paraphrase  the 
above  decision,  and  solemnly  declare  that  “ state- 
ments are  not  lobsters.” 

A curious  thing  about  a lobster  is  the  difference 
in  its  claws — one  is  thick  and  blunt,  and  the  other 
is  long  and  slender;  one  seems  to  be  for  crushing 
hard  objects,  and  its  mate  seems  formed  to  hold 
them.  This  is  the  case  with  every  individual, 
but  there  are  right-handed  and  left-handed 
lobsters.  Some  years  ago  Mrs.  Matther  painted 
lobsters  surrounded  by  celery,  oil,  vinegar,  and 
all  the  necessaries  for  a mayonaise,  but  one  of  the 
lobsters  had  the  big  claw  on  its  left.  When 
allowed  to  see  it,  I remarked  that  there  was  either 
a mistake  or  her  specimen  was  abnormal.  She 
insisted  that  the  original  must  have  been  so,  and 
on  my  next  visit  to  Fulton  Market,  where  over  a 
hundred  lobsters  were  handled  for  my  edification, 
I found  that  a lobster  might  he  either  right  or 
left  handed  without  violating  any  rule,  and  then 
made  my  apologies  to  the  artist.  The  colour  of 
lobsters  sometimes  varies  from  the  ordinary  olive- 
green,  with  reddish  tints  on  the  claws,  to  red  all 
over,  and  a mottled  coat  is  quite  often  seen.  The 
red  ones  are  quite  rare,  and  the  few  of  this  colour 
that  I have  seen  have  been  lighter  than  the  boiled 
lobster,  sometimes  with  a jellowish  cast.  The 
cause  of  these  variations  is  not  known. 

The  lobster  feeds  upon  animal  food  exclusively, 
for  its  digestive  system  could  not  assimilate 
vegetation.  Its  stomach  is  a sac,  just  behind 
the  mouth,  and  has  no  other  opening,  save  the 
small  pores  through  which  the  digested  portion 
of  chyme  or  chyle  is  filtered  into  the  thorax, 
there  being  a space  of  some  inches  between  the 
stomach  and  the  only  intestine,  or  drain  tube, 
which  begins  at  the  first  segment  of  the  abdomen 
and  runs  without  convolution  to  the  cloaca.  The 
stomach  is  fitted  with  rough,  bony  plates  to 
masticate  the  food,  and  when  opened  shows  a 
fanciful  figure  called  “the  lady  in  the  chair.” 
All  bones  and  undigested  portions  are  ejected 
through  the  mouth.  In  dressing  a lobster  for  the 
table,  the  so-called  “ poisonous  parts  ” are  re- 
jected. They  are  the  stomach,  which  could  not 
be  eaten,  and  the  vein-like  intestine  spoken  of. 
To  remove  the  latter  it  is  only  necessary  to  split 
the  abdomen,  or  so-called  tail,  lengthwise,  when 
it  will  be  seen  as  a greenish  thread.  All  other 
parts  are  eatable,  and  the  tender  green  “ fat  ” in 
the  thorax,  and  the  delicate  white  “ fat  lining 
its  shell,  should  never  be  lost,  as  they  contribute 
both  flavour  and  digestibility  to  the  harder 
portions. 


The  lob3ter  does  not  range  far  south  on  our 
Atlantic  coast,  because  it  is  sandy  south  of  New 
Jersey,  and  does  not  afford  protection  for  them 
when  in  the  soft  state,  even  if  other  conditions 
were  favourable.  Large  individuals  aro  some- 
times taken  on  the  coasts  of  Delaware  and  Mary- 
land, and  they  range  as  far  north  as  Labrador, 
the  best  lobster  grounds  of  the  Atlantic  being 
Nova  Scotia  and  Maine.  They  were  formerly 
abundant  in  Long  Island  Sound  and  about  New 
York  harbour,  but  the  pollution  of  the  waters, 
especially  with  “sludge  acid,”  from  the  petroleum 
works,  has  driven  them  away.  This  abominable 
stuff  does  not  drift  far,  but  settles  on  the  bottom, 
and,  while  it  may  not  disturb  the  shad  and 
salmon,  which  are  migratory,  it  kills  out  the 
oysters,  clams,  mussels,  snails,  and  all  those  forms 
that  live  on  the  bottom,  including  the  lobster, 
and  compels  the  fishes  which  seek  food  in  those 
waters  to  go  elsewhere.  The  canning  of  small 
lobsters  in  Maine  may  affect  the  product 
there,  but  worst  of  all  enemies  is  man. 
Of  all  the  destructive  agents  to  animal  life 
of  most  kinds,  man  stands  at  the  head,  at 
once  the  wisest  and  most  ignorant  of  all 
animals.  His  ignorance  is  especially  in  contrast 
with  his  intelligence  when  he  deals  with  other 
creatures.  And  the  lohsterman  is  an  instance ; 
he  wants  to  see  lobsters  plenty,  because  he  finds 
a ready  market  for  all  he  can  get ; but,  when  he 
raises  a lobster  pot  and  finds  that  two  or  three 
small  lobsters  of  four  or  five  inches  in  length 
have  ventured  to  eat  the  whole  or  part  of  his 
bait,  he  is  angry,  and,  instead  of  returning  them  to 
the  water  to  grow,  he  mashes  them  on  the  bottom 
of  his  boat.  As  well  might  the  farmer  shoot  his 
young  fowls  for  eating  his  grain  ! The  lobster 
will  eat  fish,  clams,  mussels,  and  other  animal 
food,  fresh  or  stale,  but  in  the  pots  a fresh  bait  is 
more  attractive,  and  the  lobstermen  use  almost 
all  kinds  named  for  bait,  and  could,  with  small 
expense,  so  make  their  traps  that,  when  a lobster 
entered  the  pot,  it  could  not  devour  the  bait,  and 
so  afford  to  let  the  young  go  free  if  the  larger 
ones  did  not  devour  them  in  the  pots. 

The  power  of  the  lobster  to  reproduce  a leg  or 
claw  is  well  known.  It  is  not  done  until  the 
next  moult,  when  the  new  limb  appears  as  a 
very  small  model  of  the  original,  but  after 
a few  changes  of  shell  the  claw  is  restored  to 
its  normal  size  and  usefulness.  The  animal  can 
and  does  cast  a claw  when  frightened,  especially 
in  cold  weather,  probably  to  satisfy  its  captor 
with  a portion  instead  of  the  whole — a tub  to 
the  whale,  as  it  were.  The  claw  is  snapped  off 
with  a jerk,  as  if  to  say,  “ Take  this  and  let  me 
go.”  The  lohsterman  never  lifts  the  animal  by 
its  claws  for  this  reason,  but  grasps  it  by  the 
thorax,  leaving  the  large  claws  to  hang  down  or 
turn  up  in  a vain  attempt  to  pinch  his  hand. 

Our  friend  has  two  means  of  locomotion.  When 
in  danger  it  can  go  backward  rapidly  by  means 
of  a few  vigorous  flaps  of  its  tail,  but  ordinarily 
it  crawls  forward  on  the  bottom,  holding  its 
large  claws  well  up.  If  left  in  a pool  by  the 
receding  tide,  it  would  stay  there  and  perish 
before  trying  to  go  overland  to  the  sea,  even  if 
not  ten  feet  away.*  When  taken  from  the  water 
the  lobster  is  very  helpless.  Its  specific  gravity 
is  great;  its  enormous  claws  cannot  be  lifted  in 
air,  and  when  laid  on  the  market  slabs  it  remains 
where  it  is  placed  from  sheer  inability  to  move. 

Just  how  the  eggs  are  impregnated  is  nob 
known.  It  is  said  that  the  milt  is  placed  near 
the  oviduct  some  time  before  the  extrusion  of 
the  eggs,  and  that  they  are  fertilized  by  passing 
over  At.  Of  this  I know  nothing,  and  merely 
insert  this  paragraph  to  show  that  this  question 
was  not  overlooked.  The  sexes  of  lobsters  can 
easily  be  distinguished  without  the  presence  of 
eggs,  but  it  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  the  realm  of  anatomy  or  theory,  as  the  title 
of  this  paper  is  “ What  We  Know,”  &c.f  When 
the  pairing  takes  place  and  how  it  is  performed 
no  man  knows.  A study  of  the  reproductive 
organs  has  developed  a theory,  and  there  we 
stop. 

The  increase  of  population  has  naturally  in- 
creased the  consumption  of  lobsters,  and  the  great 
decrease  in  the  size  of  this  crustacean,  referred  to 
above,  is  an  evidence  that  they  are  slow  of  growth, 
and  the  marketable  lobster  of  to-day,  weighing 

* See  Eighth  Report  New  York  Fisa  Commission,  1875, 
page  23,  tenth  to  eighth  lines  from  bottom. 

f See  “ Fisheries  Industries,”  section  1,  pages  795,  809. 
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iiom  oiio  to  two  pounds,  may  bo  from  four  to  -ix 
yoars  old,  possibly  more.  In  all  thoso  ostimatos 
ot  woights  a fairly  plump,  woll-fed  lobster  is 
meant,  and  not  ouo  that  would  bo  rejected  by  the 
housewife  as  not  worth  picking  the  meat  from, 
for  she  has  learned  to  weigh  them  in  her  hand, 
and,  of  several  of  the  same  size,  to  choose  the 
hoaviest. 

We  hope  to  increase  the  supply  of  lobsters  bv 
saving  the  eggs  from  destruction,  but  the  over- 
increasing demand  for  them  will  prevent  their 
becoming  cheaper  in  the  markets. 


" THREE  FEATHERS.” 

One  returns  from  the  beautiful  duchy  far  down 
in  the  west,  lovely  Cornwall,  with  a desire  to  read 
again  and  appreciate  better  the  tale  which  Mr. 
Black  has  written  of  its  folk,  and  with  feelings  of 
regret  and  wonderment  that  Englishmen  should 
seek  their  annual  holiday  across  the  silver  streak. 
In  Cornwall  they  could  have  perfect  immunity 
from  the  madding  crowd.  Cornwall  has  fair 
women,  stalwart  men,  and  grand  scenery  for  the 
artist ; Druidical  and  Roman  remains  in  plenty 
for  the  archaiologist ; peace  and  quiet,  and  cream 
and  junket  and  hospitality  for  everybody.  And 
what  a change  is  here  from  the  stereotyped 
watering-place ! The  larger  resorts,  Falmouth 
and  Fowey,  are  not  far  from  the  orthodox  thing, 
with  a stronger  strain  of  the  artist  element  and 
a thinner  filtration  from  the  tribes.  But  the 
little  intermediate  villages  about  which  I have 
been  wandering  for  a couple  of  months— Porthloe, 
Gorran,  Mevagissey,  and  Charlestown— are  ideal 
resting-places.  No  railway  within  half  a dozen 
miles;  no  water  supply  save  at  the  wells,  many  of 
them  possessed  of  wonderful  and  mystic  healing 
properties  ; no  drainage — but  of  this  no  further  ! 
But  it  is  of  the  sea  fishing  that  I want  to  write 
a brief  account  for  readers  of  the  Gazette. 

I do  not  suppose  it  is  to  be  beaten  anywhere  in 
the  world,  not  even  round  Madeira  or  the 
C anaries.  The  abundance  of  sea  fish  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  the  coast  is  only  less  surprising 
than  their  varieiy.  During  my  recent  stay  I have 
taken  on  the  rod  no  less  than  seventeen  species, 
including  two  kinds  of  shark,  two  of  dogfish, 
rays,  pollack,  bream,  chad,  mackerel,  whiting, 
pout,  horse  mackerel,  gurnard,  wrasse,  rockling, 
conger,  and  plaice.  In  individual  weight,  too, 
the  fish  were  far  in  advance  of  the  usual  article, 
and  I recollect  three  fish  weighing  in  all  651b.  all 
but  an  ounce  or  two— a shark  of  301b.,  a conger  of 
2441b.,  and  a pollack  of  over  101b. 

This  is  I am  sure  enough  to  make  sea  anglers’ 
mouths  water,  and  is  unfortunately  calculated  to 
make  one  hypocritical  and  spoil  one’s  enjoyment 
at  Deal  and  other  places  up  Channel,  where  a 
day  s fishing  used  to  be  a memory  of  unalloyed 
delight.  There  is  much,  besides  the  variety, 
abundance  and  weight  of  the  fish,  to  stamp  this 
fishing  indelibly  upon  one’s  memory.  The 
scenery  of  the  Cornish  coast  is  not  quite  like 
anything  else  nearer  than  Ireland.  The  bold 
promontories  which  from  a mile  out  seem  sheer 
perpendicular,  but  which  on  nearer  inspec- 
tion  prove  to  shelter  on  their  lichen  covered 
ledges  browsing  cattle  and  fledgling  gulls,  frown 
°Vefi.  sparkling  bay ; the  little  ports  (or 
porths)  nestle  snugly  in  each  valley.  There  is  a 
wealth  of  sea  birds,  too,  unknown  on  our  east 
and  south-eastern  coasts,  save  perhaps  in  deepest 
winter.  Gannets  are  swooping  arrow-like  on  the 
iaunce ; sea  mews  and  petrels  are  toying  with 
the  wave  crests ; gulls,  all  but  tame,  hover  astern 
tor  the  pickings  ; guillemots  and  shays  pop  under 
and  reappear  all  round. 

. ?n.  tbe.  bay  and>  better  still,  outside,  one  can 
mciulge  in  every  conceivable  form  of  fishing. 
Railing  or  drift-lining  for  bass  (oh,  scarcest  of 
fash.),  pollack,  and  mackerel;  dabbing  in  three 
fathoms  of  water,  or  fighting  sharks  in  thirty 
hauling  up  whiting,  two  at  a time,  on  the  outer 
sands,  a-non  dropping  back  on  the  rocks  with 
the  ebbing  tide,  and  covering  the  whiting  over 
with  bream,  pout,  and  sapphirine  gurnard. 

rammels  and  long  lines,  for  those  who  fancy 
such  forms  of  fishing,  can  be  hired  for  a song ; 
tor  a deal  less  than  some  songs  cost  they  could 
be  bought  outright.  Everything  is  on  a great 
scale.  1 our  boat  will  now  and  again  collide  with 
a huge  basking  sun-fish,  which  instantly  sinks 
like  one  ol  Jules  Verne’s  submarine  ships.  Far 


moro  often  the  newcomer  is  alarmed  at  the 
sight  of  50ft.  ol  whale  gambolling  wantonly 
round  the  boat.  The  jelly  fish,  too,  run  about  the 
size  of  omnibus  umbrellas,  and  though  to  all 
appearances  incorporate,  will,  by  their  sheer 
weight,  snap  every  fine  snood  with  which  they 
happen  to  collide.  The  seaweed  forms  great 
submarine  forests,  the  trunks  as  thick  as  an  oar, 
the  Ironds,  6ft.  and  even  8ft.  in  length,  waving 
in  the  limpid  water  like  the  tresses  of  a siren. 
Ihe  ease  with  which  all  kinds  of  fish  may  be 
caught  here  is  due  to  the  merciful  fact  that  they 
are  nowise  gourmets,  preferring  above  every- 
thing that  which  most  abounds,  pilchard.  With 
twopennyworth  of  pilchard  you  may  catch  a 
hundredweight  of  fish. 

At  times  the  water  is  thick  with  seaweed  spores 
or  stirred  by  oast  wind,  and  then  any  tackle  will 
catch  fish.  More  often,  however,  the  water  is  so 
clear  that  one  can  see  to  a depth  of  twenty  or 
thirty  feet.  Mackerel  are  feeding  there,  and 
pollack ; and  there  is  seen  dimly,  prowling  round, 
a suggestive  blue  form,  a strange  mixture  of 
tapering  gracefulness  and  porpoise-like  obesity. 
I or  some  time  it  goes  on  troubling,  until  an  easy 
conquest  of  half  a dozen  hooks  on  “ extra  ” gimp 
induce  unwise  indifference,  and  at  last  it  ceases 
trom  troubling,  Then  the  boat  smells  for  a week. 
Many  are  the  other  amusements  here  for  any  lover 
of  sea  and  shore— a night  adrift  with  the  pilchard 
fleet,  a clamber  after  the  seabirds’  nests,  an 
exploration  inland,  a trip  to  the  Eddystone  and 
back.  T hese  are  what,  together  with  awe-inspiring 
storms  and  resplendent  sunsets  behind  the  Lizard, 
memory  loves  to  dwell  upon  through  a vista  of 
green  fog  and  black  smoke.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


HOW  TO  BREED  AND  REAR  TROUT. 

SEVENTEENTH  PAPER— WEEDS. 

By  T.  Andrews,  Guildford. 

Before  any  effectual  netting  can  be  done,  par- 
ticularly in  a stream  which  has  been  somewhat 
neglected,  the  weeds  must  be  reduced  very  con- 
siderably, and  a host  of  obstructions  in  the  shape 
of  broken  boughs  of  trees  and  heaps  of  dilapidated 
kitchen  utensils,  crockery  ware,  and  old  boots — 
which  are  sure  to  find  their  way  into  any  river  run- 
ning through  the  village — must  be  removed,  other- 
wise the  best  net  made  will  be  ruined  in  an  hour, 
or  it  will  roll,  and  allow  the  fish  to  escape.  If  the 
water  can  be  penned  back  above  and  lowered  in 
the  part  where  netting  for  coarse  fish  is  to  be 
done,  so  much  the  better,  as  the  river  is  reduced 
to  smaller  dimensions  as  regards  width  and 
depth  and  volume  of  water ; and  when  once  the 
river  has  been  treated  in  this  way  there  need  be 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  it  tolerably  clean,  and  in 
future  seasons  nets  of  a lighter  make  will  answer, 
the  netting  will  be  more  effectual,  and  the  work 
easier.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
the  poacher’s  work  is  also  made  more  simple, 
and  the  river  must  be  carefully  watched  at  all 
seasons. 

I hav  e so  of  ten  seen  a day  wasted  by  the  ignorance 
of  well-known  rules  in  netting,  that  I shall,  I feel 
sure,  be  excused  if  I suggest  a plan  by  which 
those  who  have  not  had  any  experience  in  netting 
may  be  likely  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Two 
nets  of  different  make  are  required ; one  should 
be  a heavy  “ stop  ” net  of  stout  string,  heavily 
leaded,  and  the  mesh  should  not  be  more  than  one 
inch.  The  second  net  should  be  a light  “ trammel,” 
double  walled,  and  plenty  of  spare  inner  net  to 
allow  the  fish  to  get  “pocketed.” 

All  nets  should  be  long  enough  to  reach  well 
across  the  widest  part  of  the  river,  when  the 
water  has  been  lowered  to  reduce  the  width  as 
much  as  possible. 

V hen  the  heavy  net  has  been  fixed  securely 
across  the  stream,  the  “trammel  ” is  taken  over 
the  river  some  distance  above  the  stop  net,  and 
with  a man  at  each  end  of  the  net,  and  perhaps 
one  in  the  river  behind,  the  net  should  be  very 
slowly  and  quietly  drawn  down  stream  towards 
the  stoji  net.  When  close  enough  to  the  stop  net 
the  latter  should  bo  worked  round  up  stream, 
outside  the  trammel,  and  then,  keeping  the  load 
line  well  down,  the  trammel  is  drawn  ashore. 
Some  fish  will,  of  course,  escapo  the  trammel,  but 
the  probability  is  that  a good  many  of  these  will 
be  caught  in  the  second  not.  Once  drawing  the 
nets  through  a roach  of  water  is  scarcely  over 


sufficient,  and  I have  known  much  larger  hauls 
of  fish  being  caught  in  the  second  or  third  draw ; 
the  first  will  sometimes  only  result  in  a few 
sticks,  an  old  gridiron,  and  other  rubbish,  which 
being  removed  prepares  the  bottom  for  another 
and  more  effectual  draw. 

The  first  care  when  nets  are  brought  ashore 
should  be  to  see  that  any  trout  or  grayling 
caught  are  gently  and  speedily  released  and 
returned  to  the  water  beyond  reach  of  the  net, 
for  there  is  sometimes  a good  haul  of  pike  and 
other  coarse  fish,  which  may  afford  amusement, 
and  occasionally  a good  dinner  or  supper  for  the 
men.  Let  these  fish  remain  in  the  net  until 
every  trout  or  grayling  has  been  released,  and 
then  get  to  work  on  the  coarse  fish ; for  I take  it, 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  proprietor  to  destroy 
them,  and  there  need  be  no  hurry  to  get  them 
out  of  the  net. 

There  is  frequently  too  much  beer  about  on 
netting  days,  and  the  head  keeper  should  have 
authority  over  his  men  on  this  as  in  other  details 
of  the  day’s  work,  and  he  should  never  go  into 
the  water  himself  except  when  absolutely  neces- 
sary- It  would  seem  hard  to  allow  no  beer  at  all 
till  the  day’s  netting  is  over,  but  I have  seen  so 
much  “larking  ” and  so  little  actual  work  done, 
that  I would  not  allow  much  drink  before  the  end 
of  the  day’s  work.  A man  with  much  beer  inside 
him  is  apt  to  get  reckless  and  rowdy.  It  may 
be  grand  fun  for  a few  onlooking  loafers,  but 
there  can  be  no  real  work,  and  frequently  one  of 
your  strongest  hands  gets  such  a ducking  that  he 
considers  it  advisable  to  go  off  and  change  his 
clothes,  and  you  are  left  short-handed  for  the 
rest  of  the  day.  Netting  is  often  coldish  work, 
and  I would  allow  the  men  beer  in  moderation, 
but  certainly  not  too  early  in  the  day.  If  the 
men  want  a “lark”  let  them  have  it  by  all 
means,  but  not  at  a time  when  serious  work  is 
about,  for  the  available  time  for  netting  is  none 
too  long,  and  it  should  be  done  some  weeks  before 
the  fly-fishing  season  commences.  I suppose  there 
is  nothing  which  scares  fish  so  much  for  the  time 
as  a net,  and  in  these  days  of  “ compulsory 
education  I think  trout  are  quite  shy  enough 
already  ; therefore  I would  do  no  netting  between 
April  1 and  Sept.  30,  unless  some  pike  are  seen 
in  a particular  reach  of  water. 

I attribute  in  a great  measure  the  falling 
off  of  the  May-fly  on  some  rivers  to  the  in- 
judicious cutting  and  ploughing  out  of  weeds, 
and  I know  that  on  some  South  of  England 
streams  the  fly  has  dropped  down  several 
miles.  I think  I can  account  for  this.  The 
larvae  has  but  little  power,  and  I should  say 
inclination,  to  travel  against  the  stream,  and  as  a 
consequence,  when  vegetation  is  removed,  some 
of  the  soft  mud  goes  down  stream,  and  with  it  the 
larvae.  When  I first  used  to  fish  the  Itchen  forty- 
five  years  ago  there  was  abundance  of  May-fly  at 
Alresford,  and  many  a good  fish  I have  taken 
with  it  just  below  the  Alresford  pond,  and  on 
all  those  beautiful  stretches  between  Alfresford 
and  Winchester.  Now  I am  told  that  scarcely  a 
May-fly  is  to  be  seen  above  Kingsworthy  and 
Itchen  Abbas,  and  if  it  is  to  be  there  again  it  will 
have  to  be  brought  up  from  the  lower  water,  or 
from  some  other  river,  either  in  the  egg  stage  or 
as  larvaj.  This  is  easily  done,  and,  as  I have 
already  stated,  it  has  been  done,  in  my  own  fish 
farm  at  Hasiemere,  where  of  course  such  a thing 
as  a May-fly  had  never  been  seen.  As  this  is  the 
case,  there  should  be  no  great  difficulty  in  re- 
stocking the  higher  reaches  of  any  river  with 
May-fly,  and  the  other  varieties  of  Ephemerid®, 
Alder  and  Grannom.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
have  missed  another  year  with  the  Grannom, 
as  on  the  particular  river  where  I obtained  such 
a quantity  of  Grannom  eggs  in  1893,  there  was, 
this  season,  little  or  no  rise  of  the  fly,  and  I 
could  get  no  eggs. 

The  eggs  of  the  May-fly  are  taken  in  the  follow- 
ing  manner.  When  the  fly  has  been  well  up  for 
three  or  four  days,  or  even  longer,  the  imago  of 
both  sexes  are  preparing  to  perform  their  only 
function,  viz.,  that  of  reproduction.  The  male 
imago  dances  under  the  lee  of  a hedge  or  a tree, 
and  in  fact  all  over  the  meadows,  when  tho  air  is 
still,  and  they  are  naturally  on  the  look-out  for 
the  female  fly.  During  the  afternoon,  say  from 
four  to  seven  o’clock  on  a June  day,  the  females 
are  easily  caught  in  a butterfly  not,  and  carried 
in  the  not  or  in  a box  until  a dozen  or  more  have 
been  collected.  The  fcmalo  will  show  that  tho 
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eggs  are  ready  to  be  deposited,  as  they  protrade 
slightly,  and  in  the  natural  process  she  drops  on 
to  the  water  and  a few  eggs  are  carried  off  each 
time.  A fly  has  been  seen  to  touch  the  water  as 
many  as  thirty  or  forty  times,  and  if  she  is 
fortunate  enough  to  escape  the  fish  she  will 
ultimately  be  emptied,  and  she  then  very  quickly 
dies.  I have  a bottle  full  of  water  with  me,  and 
taking  the  female  by  the  wings,  I hold  her,  back 
downwards,  close  to  the  water.  She  then  makes 
a movement  of  the  body  which  expels  some  of  her 
eggs,  and  in  a minute  or  so  the  whole  of  the  eggs 
will  appear  at  the  abdomen.  If  the  ceta;  and 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen  be  put  into  the  water 
the  eggs  will  come  off  in  a fine  cloud,  and 
immediately  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle. 

It  will  at  once  be  seen  that  a very  large  number 
of  eggs  can  be  procurred  in  this  way,  as  it  is 
computed  that  a female  May-fly  lays  from  6,000 
to  8,000  eggs.  There  should  be  no  delay  in 
taking  the  eggs  to  a soft  muddy  ditch,  such  as  is 
almost  always  to  be  found  by  the  side  of  a trout 
stream,  and  the  contents  of  the  bottle  emptied 
gently.  I took  in  one  afternoon,  on  the  Kennet, 
the  eggs  from  280  flies,  and  brought  them  home 
the  same  evening  to  Haslemere.  It  is  either 
from  these  eggs,  or  else  from  larvae  which  I got 
from  the  same  river,  that  I have  unmistakably 
stocked  the  upper  water  at  Crichmere,  and  I bave 
already  stated  in  these  papers  that  there  was  a 
splendid  “ rise  of  fly  ” this  season. 

Another  method  can  be  adopted,  viz.,  by 
collecting  the  larvae  of  the  May-fly,  say  early  in 
May,  when  they  are  large  enough  to  be  easily  | 
detected,  being  the  best  part  of  an  inch  in  length,  j 
A shovel,  or  even  a trowel,  and  a fine  sieve  are  all 
that  are  required,  and  on  passing  some  of  the  fine 
soil  through  the  sieve  the  larvai  are  instantly 
seen,  and  should  be  Dicked  out  gently  and  placed 
in  a can  of  water.  One  of  my  men  has  collected 
upwards  of  5000  larval  in  a morning ; but  this 
number  would  hardly  be  sufficient  to  stock  a 
stream,  as,  should  they  all  hatch,  a few  swallows 
or  other  birds  would  make  short  work  of  them 
the  very  first  day  they  appeared  ; but  if  a man  is 
told  off  to  do  the  same  each  day  for  a week  or  a 
fortnight  a very  large  number  can  be  collected. 

I do  not  know  of  more  than  four  or 
five  water  plants  which  may  be  considered 
altogether  desirable  for  a trout  stream,  and, 
while  these  few  afford  shelter  for  the  fish 
and  contain  “ nitrogen  ” in  larger  or  smaller 
quantities,  I think  others  have  neither  quality 
and  are  better  eradicated.  The  most  objec- 
tionable to  my  mind  are  the  “ Lily  ” family, 
the  long  sword-like  grass,  and  the  “ Anacharis 
or  “American  weed”  as  it  is  called,  whether 
rightly  or  wrongly  I am  not  in  a position  to 
determine,  neither  am  I prepared  to  say  how  it 
was  originally  introduced  into  this  country,  for 
there  are  various  theories  concerning  it,  one  being 
that  a few  sprigs  were  taken  to  Cambridge  and 
placed  in  an  aquarium,  and  from  thence  it 
found  its  way  into  the  Cam,  and  very  quickly 
into  other  rivers.  Another  is  that  it  was  brought 
over  as  seed  in  Canadian  wood.  Whichever 
it  was,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a great  nuisance 
and  chokes  up  a river  or  lake,  almost  entirely 
stopping  navigation  and  spoiling  the  fishing. 
A botanist  once  told  me  that  he  considered  that 
the  male  plant  only  is  here,  and,  consequently, 
that  it  would  die  out,  and,  as  a matter  of  fact,  I 
know  of  many  waters  which  contained  it  twenty 
or  thirty  years  ago,  and  it  has  now  entirely 
disappeared.  Perhaps  the  greatest  objection  to 
the  lily  family  lies  in  the  tough  leaf  and  stem, 
which  play  the  “ deuce  ” with  one’s  tackle. 

If  I may  be  allowed  to  venture  an  opinion  I 
will  name  as  the  most  desirable  weed  to  cultivate, 
watercress,  starwort,  crowfoot,  potomageton, 
and  a plant  which  has  much  the  appearance  of 
celery  (in  some  rivers  it  is  called  water  celery). 
Many  southern  rivers  contain  all  these  forms  of 
vegetation,  and  it  can  be  easily  introduced  into 
other  waters.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
reason  of  our  southern  trout  running  to  such 
a size  is  owing  to  the  great  growth  of  vegetation, 
and  the  abundance  of  insect  life  which  it  supports. 
The  mountain  stream  contains  little  or  no  weed 
as  the  flow  is  so  rapid  and  the  bottom  so  rocky 
that  vegetation  has  no  opportunity  of  taking  root, 
and  in  those  which  I have  visited  I have  probed 
in  vain  with  my  little  silk  gauze  net  for  insect 
life  whilst,  a tew  minutes  on  a good  southern 
stream  will  produce  quantities  of  the  larva'  of 


Ephemeridai,  alder,  shrimps,  and  caddis  ot  different 
flies.  Apart  from  the  desirability  of  retaining 
a considerable  quantity  of  weed  as  a protection 
and  hide  for  trout,  I think  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  weed  should  be  cultivated,  or,  at 
all  events,  encouraged  to  a certain  extent  for  the 
sake  of  the  natural  food  it  will  sustain;  and  what 
does  it  matter  if  we  find  our  trout  occasionally 
“ heads  down,  tails  up,”  shrimping  and  larva-ing 
persistently  all  day  long.  Some  other  day,  per- 
haps, they  will  be  the  “ other  way  up,”  poising  a 
few  inches  under  the  surface,  ready  to  take  any 
winged  insect  which  comes  floating  down  to  them  ; 
and  what  does  it  matter  if  we  occasionally  get 
“ weeded  ” and  smashed,  and  lose  a good  fish  and 
a cast  as  well ; it  is  all  in  the  day  s sport,  and  a 
fly-fisher  has  sometimes  a spare  cast  and  another 
fly  or  two,  and  does  his  level  best  to  prevent  the 
next  fish  from  serving  him  in  a like  manner. 

Here  I am  on  Sept.  20,  hoping  to  have  only  a 
verv  few  days  more  on  my  favourite  rivers,  and 
then  away  must  go  the  rods  for  the  winter  ; but 
the  fish  culturist’s  work  will  soon  begin,  and  he 
must  have  all  his  apparatus  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  tested,  any  defect  made  good,  and 
any  alterations  begun  forthwith,  so  that  when  the 
spawning  time  comes  round  again  everything  may 
be  ready  for  tbe  first  batch  of  eggs.  I have  just 
built  a new  hatchery  at  Haslemere,  and  intend 
to  do  most  of  the  hatching  there,  as  I have  found 
during  the  last  few  years  that  the  town  water  is 
not  so  suitable  as  it  was  when  Guildford  was  not 
more  than  half  tbe  size  it  now  is.  The  greater 
number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  waterworks 
means  a greater  number  of  breaks  and  reconnec- 
tions in  the  service  pipes,  and  I am  consequently 
liable  to  a good  deal  of  rust  which  I can  very  well 
dispense  with.  To  filter  the  amount  of  water  which 
I use  every  day  is  a very  serious  business,  and  I 
therefore  prefer  to  get  my  water  from  the  springs 
at  Crichmere,  where  no  filter  is  necessary.  I 
mention  this,  as  I find  some  beginners  at  trout 
breeding  are  not  careful  to  have  fairly  pure 
water,  and  after  their  eggs  have  been  in  the  boxes 
a week  or  two  a thick  coat  of  sediment  is  found 
on  the  ova  and  the  bottom  of  the  box.  There  is 
great  danger  in  all  this,  as  the  removal  of  the  ova 
for  cleansing  during  the  first  twenty-five  days  is 
likely  to  cause  some  concussion,  however  gently 
the  eggs  are  manipulated,  and  the  embryo  is  not 
sufficiently  developed  to  stand  it.  The  less  the 
eggs  are  disturbed  up  to  very  nearly  hatching 
point  the  better,  and,  although  we  pack  ova  for 
abroad  after  they  bave  been  twenty-five  days  m 
my  boxes,  they  must  be  most  carefully  handled, 
and,  notwithstanding  all  our  experience  and  care 
in  packing,  and  the  arrangements  for  shipping 
we  do  not  always  get  our  ova  to  India,  Ceylon 
Cape  Town,  &c , in  absolutely  perfect  condition. 

I would  recommend  amateurs  to  devote  the  top 
box  of  their  hatching  sets  to  the  filtering  of  the 
water,  and  I have  found  that  a gallon  or  two  of 
fine  shingle  or  gravel  does  this  very  well.  If 
there  is  much  sediment,  the  filter  box  can  be 
syphoned  out  in  two  or  three  minutes,  the  gravel 
cleaned  and  put  back  again,  and  no  harm  will 
happen  to  the  ova  by  a few  minutes  stoppage  ot 

the  water  supply.  . . . . , 

Referring  again  to  tbe  risks  in  piscicultui  e and 
the  liability  to  some  unforeseen  accident,  causing 
total  or  partial  loss,  I will  mention  the  case  of  a 
friend  of  mine  who  had  been  very  successful  in  a 
small  way.  One  night  a fire  occurred  at  a farm 
about  a mile  above  his  nurseries,  and  on  his 
going  in  the  morning  to  look  at  his  fish,  he  found 
to  his  dismay  that  every  one  was  dead.  The  water 
from  the  burning  stacks  bad  found  its  way 
to  the  stream,  and  so  robbed  it  of  free 
oxygen,  that  not  a fish  was  left  alive  out 
of  "a  very  nice  little  stock  of  yearlings  and 
breeding  fish.  Now,  I imagine  this  to  be 
about  as  remote  a chance  of  having  one’s  fish 
destroyed  as  could  well  be  imagined ; but  I main- 
tain that  a fish  farm  ought  to  be  at  the  head  of 
the  water,  where  there  is  not  even  that  remote 
chance  of  an  accident,  and  nothing  short  of 
earthquake  could  interfere  with  the  water,  either 
by  contamination  or  by  stopping  the  supply.  I 
remember  the  proprietor  of  a very  large  pisci- 
culture establishment  telling  me  that  he  was 
getting  into  a considerable  state  of  alarm  lest  bis 
water  should  run  short,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
he  had  more  than  thirty  or  forty  days'  more 
supply.  Luckily  for  him  the  rain  came  in  time 
and  filled  up  his  reservoir.  In  the  summer  of 


1893  (probably  one  of  tbe  driest  ever  known)  my 
springs  on  the  highest  level  showed  a little  sign 
of  weakness,  and  I should  say  the  flow  of  those 
springs  was  reduced  10  per  cent.,  but  as  soon  as  I 
saw  it  I ran  the  higher  levels  off,  and  let  the  fry 
go  down  into  tbe  ponds  on  the  next  level,  which 
contained  fish  of  the  same  age  and  variety.  The 
consequence  was  that  when  I had  taken  the 
pressure  off:  the  springs  as  much  water  rose  as 
before,  and  we  could  certainly  not  detect  any 
falling  off'  in  the  quantity.  I think  that  the 
“ pressure  ” may  have  prevented  the  particulai 
ponds  from  rising  to  their  ordinary  level,  and  so 
showing  the  usual  quantity  of  water  passing 
through,  but  I fancy  the  water  was  driven  down 
to  lower  springs  on  the  next  level,  as  we  sav  no 
diminution  in  the  water  supply  there. 


A MORNING’S  FISHING  OFF  DEAL. 

The  familiar  cry  of  W ant  a boat,  sir  ? salutes 
my  willing  ear  as  I step  from  the  door  of  my 
lodgings  and  on  to  the  beach  at  “ dear  old  Deal. 

It  is  a lovely  morning;  the  sun  just  breaking 
through  a haze  for  a calm  warm  day.  All  the 
elements,  sea,  sky,  and  wind,  look  favourable  to  a 
successful  day’s  fishing,  and  set  your  nerves 
tingling  with  delightful  anticipations  of  a treat 
in  store.  This  is  the  kind  of  thing  that  diverts 
your  mind  from  all  thoughts  of  business  cares  and 
worries,  and  surely  such  diversion  is  one  of  the 
chiefest  benefits  of  our  darling  sport  of  angling, 
whether  on  sea  or  stream.  Perhaps  you  have 
been  kept  hard  at  work,  and  your  waking  hours 
all  too  fully  occupied  with  the  complications  and 
necessities  of  life.  But  now  you  have  leit  dull 
care  behind,  for  the  moment  you  take  up  youi 
tackle,  hey  presto  ! your  anxieties  and  forebodings 
and  troubles  of  all  sorts  vanish  into  thin  air. 

“ Well,  yes,  I do  want  a boat,”  but  then  comes 
the  question  of  terms,  not  to  be  lightly  regarded, 
even  on  a holiday.  Therefore  I prudently  inquire 
how  much  will  it  cost  for  two  ot  us  to  go  out  tor 
a few  hours’  fishing.  “Bill,”  shouts  my  would-be 
boatman,  “ this  gent  wants  the  boat  for  fishing. 
How  much  ? ” Up  lounges  Bill,  presumably  the 
senior  partner  in  the  firm,  with  hands  deep  in  his 
pockets,  and  an  air  of  lumbering  condescension. 

“ How  much  ? Three  shillings  an  hour.  This  is  a 
bit  too  salt,  and  so  I reply  that  as  I have  to  work 
for  my  “bobs  ” I will  consider  his  proposal ; and  i 
wish  him  a polite  “ good  morning.”  Turning  to 
my  angling  boy,  and  to  a chum  who  had  just 
arrived,  I explained  matters,  and  we  unanimously 
agreed  that  18s.  for  a few  hours’  fishing  was  more 
than  we  were  disposed  to  entertain.  1 proceeded 
on  an  exploring  expedition  to  find  a boatman  with 
a conscience,  in  which  I am  pleased  to  say  1 suc- 
ceeded. He  agreed  to  take  us  for  os.,  to  which  we 
cheerfully  agreed,  and  in  a trice  he  had  fete  e 
some  worms  and  we  were  in  the  boat.  A row  ot 
about  two  miles,  and  our  skipper  anchored  at  a 
likely  spot.  Rods  and  tackle  were  quickly  ready, 
and  we  found  we  were  on  a good  hard  bottom,  wit  i 
about  three  fathoms  of  water,  evidently  the  very 
place  for  a few  large  whiting,  if  there  were  any 

a ^Hardly  had  my  lead  touched  the  bottom  when 
« turn  tug”  went  the  line,  and  denoted  that  the 
fun  "had  begun.  Winding  up  as  quickly  as 
possible,  I hauled  in  a couple  of  lovely  sifvery 
whiting,  one  on  each  hook,  and  going  about  l^oz. 
each.  This  was  a good  beginning,  and  no  sooner 
had  I rebaited  than  they  were  busy  at  the  other 
end  of  the  boat,  and  a fine  codling  and  a whiting 
were  captured,  with  a triumphant  whoop  ot 
victory  from  the  youngster.  The  old  fisherman 
having  deftly  rebaited  the  hooks,  in  we  go  again, 
and  scarcely  have  our  reels  stopped  running, 
when  “bang,  bang”  goes  the  top  of  my  rod  on 
the  gunwale  of  the  boat,  and  almost  into  the 
water.  But  I had  my  winch  well  m hand  and  1 
thought  I could  hold  him  all  right.  Hello, 
measter,”  cried  the  old  salt,  “ you’re  got  some- 
thing there,  sure  enough,”  for  my  rod  was  now 
bending  almost  double  with  the  strain  ot  the 
fish,  which  was  boring  straight  under  the  boat. 
I could  not  “ give  him  the  butt,”  and,  indeed,  it 
was  all  1 could  do  to  prevent  the  butt  from 
following  the  fish.  I did  my  best,  but  after  a 
few  minutes’  bard  fighting  my  rod  suddenly 
straightened  and  the  fish  was  gone  Well,  there 
was  no  time  for  regrets;  the  only  thing  to  do 
was  to  put  on  another  trace,  and  start  again. 


A^ain  the  ploasant  “ tap,  tap,”  another  strike, 
a minute  of  anxious  winding  and  struggling, 
swirling  and  swaying,  and  oxcited  expectation, 
and  up  com  os  a beautiful  four-pound  codling. 
Vuck  with  the  net,  for  it  does  not  do  to  trust  to 
the  gut  lino,  and  in  a second  ho  lies  kicking  in  the 
lottoni  ol  the  boat.  I always  fish  with  a gut  trace. 
It  gives  the  fish  a chance,  and  consequently 
thoro  is^more  sport  to  tho  fisherman.  “Now, 
Captain,  shouts  my  boy,  “ don’t  waste  all  your 
tiino  with  tho  governor,  but  bring  that  net  here.” 
No  sooner  said  than  done,  and  two  fine  codling 
are  added  to  our  store.  You  may  guess  tho 
splashing  and  tho  shouting,  because  when  one  of 
you  has  got  a fish,  of  course  the  whole  crew  must 
have  a look  and  join  in  the  excitement.  And  so 
we  go  on,  the  hubbub  of  capture  being  occasion- 
ally relieved  by  an  eloquent  silence,  which  tells  of 
a lost  fish.  Tho  luck  is  pretty  equally  divided, 
and  we  may  each  be  said  to  catch  fish  for  fish. 
Sometimes  it  is  a brace  of  whiting,  and  sometimes 
there  is  an  extra  struggle  and  winding  caused  by 
a heavy  codling,  but  at  the  finish  the  bottom  of 
the  old  boat  is  fairly  covered  with  our  finny 
spoils.  All  hands  are  now  ready  for  a rest  and  a 


ON  THE  LYNN,  NEAR  LYNMOUTH, 
N.  DEVON. 


One  of  the  most  charming  little  streams  to  be 
lound  in  this  country  is  the  Lynn,  which  rises  on 
Kxmoor,  and  falls  into  tho  Bristol  Channel  at 
that  pleasant  fishing  village  and  holiday  resort, 
Bynmouth.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  Chancellor, 
of  Richmond,  for  the  photograph  from  which 
our  picture  is  taken. 

Ihe  trout  fishing  in  the  Lynn  is  open  to 
visitors  (weekly  tickets,  5s. ; day,  Is.).  The  fish 
are  numerous,  but  run  small  as  a rule.  Salmon 
ascend  the  river,  but  most  of  the  hook  fishing  for 
them  is  barefaced  snatching. 

SOME  LIKELY  CHUB  SWIMS  ON 
THE  GREAT  OUSE. 


The  waters  around  Godmanche3ter  are  well 
worth  the  attention  of  the  chub  fisherman.  In 
addition  to  Lees  Brook  (mentioned  previously  in 
this  paper),  there  is  the  pool  adjoining  the  locks, 


pools,  there  are  some  nice  overhanging  boughs, 
under  which  there  are  always  any  amount  of 
small  chub  up  to  a pound,  with  an  occasional 
3-pounder  here  and  there. 

J he  flood  gate  pit  does  not  contain  many  chub, 
but  just  where  the  stream  from  it  and  the  one 
from  the  locks  unite  there  is  some  excellent  fly- 
fishing. Here  is  Baumgartner’s  Island;  this  is 
covered  with  trees,  and  their  boughs  projecting 
over  the  stream,  and  in  some  cases  dipping  into 
it,  afford  excellent  cover,  and  many  chub  in  con- 
sequence take  up  their  abode,  and  any  angler  in 
quest  of  good  chub  fishing,  and  able  to  cast  a fly 
deftly  under  the  boughs,  would  seldom  find  his 
visit  here  a barren  one.  It  can  nearly  all  be 
covered  from  the  bank,  but  a boat  is  necessary  to 
fish  the  side  nearest  the  old  Corporation  mills, 
and  on  this  side,  and  in  the  mill  pool  close  by, 
the  largest  fish  are  usually  to  be  found.  In  the 
winter  most  of  the  fish  quit  the  shelter  of  the 
boughs,  the  water  being  for  the  most  part  shallow, 
and  take  up  their  quarters  in  the  mill  pool,  from 
which  I have  know  fish  of  from  51b.  to  61b.  taken 
by  local  anglers. 

Passing  on  down  stream  from  Baumgartner’s 
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drink,  and  as  we  swallow  our  “ tonic,”  with  the 
zest  of  true  anglers  who  have  earned  it,  we  gaze 
with  pride  and  admiration  upon  our  mornings 
sport.  Seventy-five  fine  fish  lie  at  our  feet,  every 
one  caught  on  single  gut;  and  with  great  content 
we  pack  up  our  traps,  up  anchor,  and  row  gently 
home  over  the  rippling  and  sunlit  sea.  Who 
would  not  enjoy  such  a glorious  day  ! A.  W M 


Salmon  fishing  is  dependent  almost  entirel 
the  amount  of  water  in  a river.  We  know  c 
this  season  where  some  of  the  best  fisheries  1 
Hardly  yielded  a fish  to  the  rod.  In  one  cas 
cost  the  lessee  between  £500  and  £600  for 
alone,  and  not  a fish  was  taken,  altho 
thousands  were  only  waiting  in  the  sea  to  g. 
push  of  water  to  run  up  the  river. 
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which  is  always  worth  a trial,  not  only  for  chub, 
but  for  perch  and  pike.  The  right-hand  side 
facing  down  stream  is  bounded  by  osiers,  the 
roots  of  which  jut  out  into  the  stream  forming 
the  beau-ideal  of  a chub  haunt,  and  many  a nice 
specimen  has  been  to  my  knowledge  taken  here. 
The  left  hand  side  is  the  shallower  and  most 
suitable  for  the  fly,  and  at  times  some  good  fish 
may  be  found  there  in  a rising  humour,  es- 
pecially if  the  angler  pays  it  a visit  early  in  the 
mornmg  or  in  the  twilight  of  a summer’s 
evening.  Jn  the  latter  case,  the  white  moth 
would  be  found  a killing  fly  to  use.  In  the 
winter,  cheese  paste  or  pith  run  down  in  the 
deeps  would  invariably  lure  Mr.  Chub  to  des- 
truction. 

Within  forty  yards  of  this  pool  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  footpath  leading  to  Godmanchester  is 
another  pool,  and  a little  further  ou  yet  another; 
both  these  are  nearly  surrounded  by  trees,  and 
invariably  contain  some  good  chub.  It  is  a 
difficult  matter,  however,  to  get  on  terms  with 
them  with  the  fly,  unless  one  is  an  adept  at 
switch  casting,  but  good  ones  are  often  taken  in 
the  winter  with  pith  or  cheese  paste.  On  tho 
opposite  side  of  the  stream  which  feeds  these 


Island  there  are  a few  chub  swims  under  the 
trees  on  the  right  bank. 

At  Portholme  Point  a backwater  joins  the 
main  river.  A few  hundred  yards  up  this  is  a 
mill  pool  which  abounds  in  chub  ; it  is,  however, 
private,  and  permission  to  fish  the  best  part  of  it 
must  be  obtained  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 
Adjoining  the  mill  pool  is  an  osier  bed,  against 
which  a good  chub  is  often  to  be  caught,  and  this 
applies  to  the  whole  of  its  length  up  to  the  Gas 
Work’s  Bridge. 

t I roceeding  down  stream  from  the  Huntingdon 
Gas  Works  there  are  no  chub  swims  for  some 
distance  that  call  for  special  mention.  True  the 
sewer  swim  near  New  Town,  and  some  of  the  other 
bream  swims  in  the  same  meadow  and  in  the 
next  three  often  yield  the  bream  or  roach  angler 
a good  fish,  more  especially  at  the  back-end  of  the 
season,  when  the  bait  used  is  a lobworm,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  tho  more  suitable  lure  of  pith 
were  employed  with  a fair  sprinkling  cast  in  to 
attract  them,  that  many  more  would  be  caught 
than  now,  but,  as  previously  mentioned,  this 
is  a bait  seldom  tried.  Amongst  the  best  fish 
taken  hereabouts  was  one  by  Mr.  Jacobs  of 
41b.  Jjoz , several  by  Mr.  See  of  nearly  41b.,  and 
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others  by  local  anglers  well  over  31b.  From  this 
it  may  be  fairly  assumed  that  a skilful  chub 
fisherman  would  do  well  to  give  these  swims  a 
trial  en  passant.  At  the  end  of  the  third  meadow 
from  the  Sewer  Swim  (just  opposite  where  the 
old  Hartford  toll  bar  used  to  stand),  a narrow 
backwater  leaves  the  main  river  on  the  left.  In 
the  winter  time,  and  especially  in  high  water, 
many  chub  find  their  way  up  this,  but  of  late  it 
is  getting  so  blocked  with  fallen  trees  and  sunken 
branches,  submerged  roots,  &c.,  that  it  is  rather 
risky  business  to  fish  more  than  the  first  hundred 
yards  of  it.  An  excellent  fish  of  61b.  was  taken 
just  at  the  mouth  of  it  a few  years  ago  by  a local 
angler  on  a tight  line,  the  fish  affording  an  exciting 
ten  minutes’  sport  before  it  was  landed ; and  in 
the  same  spot  1 have  had  several,  and  know  of 
others  ranging  from  21b.  to  41b.  being  taken  when 
the  bait  used  was  gentles,  and  the  quarry  sought 
for  live  bait  for  pike  fishing. 

Following  the  main  river  for  about  two  hundred 
yards  there  is  on  the  left  bank  a nice  clump  of 
trees,  whose  overhanging  boughs  afford  splendid 
shelter  for  the  chub,  whilst  their  roots,  which 
extend  some  distance  in  the  river,  serve  as  a 
place  of  refuge  in  time  of  danger ; therefore  the 
angler  who  has  the  good  fortune  to  hook  a fish 
here  must  be  on  the  alert,  and  use  as  much  force 
as  possible  to  get  the  fish  away  from  these 
obstructions,  or  he  will  quickly  have  to  lament 
the  loss  of  chub  and  tackle.  This  swim  is  most 
likely  to  yield  sport  in  the  summer,  and  the  best 
time  generally  is  in  the  gloaming,  the  fish  being 
then  less  disturbed  by  passing  boats.  Numbers 
are  taken  at  times,  but  as  a rule  they  do  not  run 
large,  scarcely  averaging  l^lb.  each,  although,  of 
course,  several  may  be  spotted,  and  occasionally 
caught,  twice  that  weight,  but  generally,  especially 
in  this  swim,  these  heavy  fish  have  completed 
their  education,  and  it  requires  more  than  an 
average  hand  to  effect  their  capture. 

Thirty  yards  further  on  is  a long  rush  bed  in 
the  centre  of  the  river.  The  stream  on  the  right 
side  of  it  is  very  shallow,  and  scarcely  worth  a 
trial,  but  the  one  on  the  left  hand  should  be 
thoroughly  fished,  every  inch  of  it,  for  here  chub 
of  goodly  size  are  very  plentiful,  and  will  rise 
well  at  the  fly  or  take  a sunken  bait  with  avidity. 
The  largest  fish  taken  here  last  season  was  a 
perfect  picture — short,  thick,  and  in  the  very 
pink  of  condition,  and  scaled  41b.  6oz.  This 
was  taken  on  a tight  line,  the  bait  used  being 
cheese  paste.  I had  the  misfortune  to  get 
broken  by  a similar  fish,  and  took  several  other 
fair-sized  ones.  Three  seasons  ago  an  angler, 
trying  for  eels  with  dead  bleak  threaded  on  gorge 
hook,  took  a chub  from  this  swim  scaling  fully 
31b.,  which  had  fairly  gorged  the  bleak,  an 
unusual  occurrence  this — at  least  for  the  River 
Ouse.  This  rush  bed,  or  rather  the  stream  around 
it,  is  also  frequented  by  large  rudd,  and  as  these 
fish  take  similar  flies  and  baits  to  the  chub,  the 
angler  has  here  a twofold  chance.  As  an  instance 
of  what  may  at  times  be  done,  I may  say  that 
during  the  last  few  seasons  rudd  scaling  as  much 
as  2flb.,  21b.  6oz.,  21b.  5oz.,  and  many  others  up 
to  21b.,  have  been  taken  by  the  locals.  One 
objection,  however,  there  is  to  the  place,  and 
that  is  the  quantity  of  boats  which  at  times  pass 
by,  completely  scaring  and  putting  the  fish  off 
the  feed  for  some  time.  This  nuisance  of  course 
diminishes  very  much  and  finally  ceases  as  the 
cold  weather  comes  on.  The  tail  end  of  the  rush 
bed,  just  where  the  two  streams  unite,  generally 
contains  a good  fish  or  two,  and  there  are  also 
one  or  two  suitable  swims  by  the  side  of  the  osier 
bed  on  the  left  side.  These  should  be  carefully 
fished  up  to  the  Anchor  Inn,  nearly  a hundred 
yards  distant.  The  right  bank  is  here  protected 
from  the  action  of  the  water  by  stone  walling 
built  into  it,  and  here  chub  and  perch  are 
frequently  to  be  met  with.  During  the  last  few 
years,  however,  this  part  has  become  so  shallow 
and  overgrown  with  weeds  that  fishing,  except  in 
very  high  water,  is  almost  out  of  the  question. 
The  owner  of  the  Ouse  navigation  rights  is 
dredging  several  of  the  shallow  and  weedy 
stretches  of  the  river,  and  as  this  part  will  in  all 
probability  receive  attention,  the  fishing  in  the 
near  future  should  improve  considerably. 

Beyond  the  Anchor  public-house  there  are  one 
or  two  good  casts  for  the  fly  fisherman,  on  the 
left  side,  an  overhanging  tree  or  osier  forming  a 
shelter,  but,  on  the  whole,  this  length  up  to  the 
church  has  of  late  got  so  weedy  that  it  is  very 


difficult  and  risky  work  to  play  the  fish  properly 
when  hooked.  . 

Just  by  the  church  and  on  the  same  side  is 
another  capital  row  of  trees  with  overhanging 
boughs,  and  here  again  chub  may  always  in 
the  summer  months  be  found ; the  water  is  not 
very  deep,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  fly- 
fishing or  dibbling  a cockchafer  or  live  bee  close 
to  the  bank.  The  best  fish  taken  with  the  fly 
here  last  year  exceeded  41b.  in  weight,  and  several 
others  over  21b.  were  taken  by  a friend  of  mine 
with  the  Zulu,  changing  this  as  the  darkness 
came  on  for  the  White  Moth.  A few  yards  further 
on  some  more  trees  cast  their  sheltering  boughs 
over  the  water,  and  here  again  the  chub  fisher  is 
likely  to  meet  with  sport,  the  water  still  being 
best  suited  for  the  fly,  except  in  high  water  when 
Nottingham  tackle  and  cheese  paste  or  pith  could 
be  used  to  the  best  advantage.  C.  A.  Bryant. 


g»cofcl) 

By  Mac. 

For  several  rivers — their  autumn  salmon 
angling  having  closed — the  end  of  the  drought 
has  come  too  late,  and  for  several  others  it  is  not 
yet  sufficiently  manifest.  One  or  two  of  the 
best  rivers  still  open  have  now  come  down  a good 
flood  water,  and,  due  to  this,  there  will  no  doubt 
be  a revival  of  sport.  But  no  matter  how  both 
weather  and  water  behave  henceforth,  a really 
good  fishing  for  the  present  autumn  is  now  every- 
where outside  the  range  of  possibility. 

Early  in  the  week  the  Deveron  rose  about  2 ft. , 
coming  down  very  black  at  first.  Here  and 
there  since  then  the  angling  off  and  on  has 
marked  a good  improvement,  but  unfortunately  a 
touch  of  disease  has  become  evident.  Anglers 
on  this  fine  river,  not  without  good  cause,  are 
expressing  great  dissatisfaction  with  the  Duke  of 
Fife’s  cruive  or  “rack  dyke,”  which  terribly 
racks  the  whole  fishery,  preventing  the  fish 
getting  free  access  to  both  the  best  angling 
waters  and  at  least  twenty  miles  of  the  best 
spawing  grounds  above.  As  they  stand  mean- 
time matters  are  seriously  prej  udicial  alike  to  the 
commercial  and  the  sporting  interests,  and  it 
amounts  to  a marvel  that  an  intelligent  body  of 
men  like  the  Deveron  Fishery  Board  have  not 
realised  this,  and  made  a strong  move  to  have 
things  put  on  something  like  a proper  and 
prosperity-conducing  footing.  Much  of  the 
trouting  for  next  year  is  already  booked. 

Anglers  are  ever  caught  napping ; they  bicker 
and  fight  amongst  themselves;  they’ve  no 
cohesion,  no  union,  and  though  they  desire 
legislation  that  would  be  for  the  best  in  every 
way  to  all,  yet  by  not  combining  they  let  the 
netsmen  surprise  them  and  carry  the  day — all 
for  the  worst.  I warn  them  as  I’ve  often  done 
before  to  be  prepared— the  “agitator”  for  the 
netsmen  is  at  work  with  vigour,  as  witness  the 
following,  which  (politics  aside  for  my  part)  I 
quote  from  a Radical  paper “ Proposed 
Salmon  Sanctuaries— The  first  sanctuary,  with 
an  arrangement  for  feeding  it  week  by  week, 
is  unworkable.  In  spate  water  this  sanctuary 
is  fed  by  the  Saturday  slap,  &c.,  and  when 
there  is  no  spate  water  salmon  do  not 
enter  it.  Lord  Beaconsfield  once  remarked 
that  ‘ all  the  legislation  at  Westminster  cannot 
make  a salmon  swim  without  water.’  ” The 
first  sanctuary  is  not  approved  of  by  all  the 
members  of  the  Fishery  Board.  This  upper 
sanctuary,  unfortunately,  gets  polluted  year  by 
year,  and  is  a nursery  for  disease  and  death.  In 
various  rivers  smolts,  parr,  and  eels  are  affected 
by  disease.  There  was  no  epidemic  disease  till 
the  late  Acts  came  in  force.  Salmon  fishers 
were  informed  in  1843  that  the  introduction 
of  the  Saturday  slap  and  shortening  of  net 
fishing  in  the  end  of  the  season  would  give 
earlier  spawning,  and  that  the  rivers  and 
coasts  would  teem  with  larger  quantities  of 
salmon.  None  of  these  results  have  been 
realised.  Salmon  are  scarcer  this  year  than 
for  many  years  past,  and  grilse  are  later  than 
usual.  The  little  upper  sanctuary  that  has  been 
in  existence  on  the  Tweed  for  too  many  years  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  ruin  of  that  river.  Other 
rivers  are  tired  of  the  sanctuary.  The  Marquis 
of  Huntly  and  the  salmon  inspector  wish  evidently 


to  preserve  to  a greater  extent  than  ever..  Why 
not  try  to  stamp  out  the  disease  by  causing  the 
preserves  of  the  sanctuary  to  be  netted  during 
the  netting  season.  No.  2 sanctuary  is  in 
the  sea.  Sir  George  Trevelyan  is  endeavouring 
to  found  a second  sanctuary  for  the  general 
public,  and  by-and-bye  he  will  be  success- 
ful. The  white  fishermen  want  to  fish  two  or 
three  weeks  after  the  regular  net  fishing  closes 
in  the  sea,  by  paying  a moderate  licence  duty. 
The  last  Act  gave  river  proprietors  liberty  to 
angle  for  about  two  months.  They  have  got 
rentals  very  much  increased,  and  by  selling  their 
rod-caught  salmon  have  increased  poaching  to  an 
enormous  extent.  The  demand  from  those  who 
reside  beside  the  lower  sanctuary  in  the  sea  is 
for  privileges  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  some 
measure  equal  to  these  enjoyed  by  residenters 
near  the  upper  sanctuary,  and  that  will  come 
some  day,  sooner  or  later.  The  general  public  s 
interest  must  be  the  basis  of  legislation.  Give 
the  general  public  and  fishermen  three  weeks 
after  the  net  fishing  ceases,  liberty  to  fish 
with  the  hang  net  outside  the  estuary  lines, 
and  make  it  illegal  to  sell  salmon  in 
any  shape  or  form  after  a certain  date,  and  the 
solution  of  this  question  is  within  the  range  of 
possibility.  But  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board 
and  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  may  be  satisfied  that 
nothing  further  will  be  done  for  the  upper 
sanctuary  till  the  cry  from  the  lower  sanctuary 
in  the  sea  is  heard  and  legislated  on. 


In  respect  of  the  reputation  they  severally 
possess  for  back-end  salmon  angling,  it  is  now 
about  certain  that  once  the  season  on  Scotch 
waters  ends,  it  will  be  found  that  the  rivers  north 
of  Aberdeenshire,  from  Deveron  to  Ness,  have 
done  best  this  year.  

At  a meeting  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  Fishery 
Board,  held  on  Saturday  week  at  Ardgay,  Sir 
Harry  Macandrew  gave  notice  of  a motion 
at  next  meeting,  that  two  inspectors  at  salaries 
from  £50  to  £60  per  annum  be  engaged  instead 
of  one,  and  that  the  present  inspector  should  get 
ample  notice  thereof. 

The  Don  is  never  behind  the  times  in  respect 
of  salmon  poaching  engines.  Nowhere  else  before 
heard  of,  the  “ pappar-rap  ” came  out  on  it  last 
autumn.  This  year  the  invention,  the  very 
newest  out,  is  a trap— a large  affair  in  the  form 
of  a cage,  made  of  wire  netting  with  a wooden 
frame,  which  can  be  sunk  in  the  river  and  drawn 
up  at  pleasure. 

The  directors  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling 
Association,  Limited,  declare  a dividend  for  the 
year  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  paid-up  capital.  I he 
total  capture  of  trout  on  the  loch  for  the  past 
season  reached  18,512,  and  weighed  14,309|lb. 

The  salmon  and  grilse  fishing  on  the  Rivers 
Ythan  and  Ugie,  Aberdeenshire,  all  this  autumn 
up  to  date  has  proved  a complete  failure. 

Tiie  District  Fishery  officers  have  now  been 
notified  by  the  Commissioner  of  H.M.  Woods  and 
Forests  of  his  readiness  to  receive  offers  for  a 
limited  number  of  licences  for  the  right  of  fishing 
for  salmon  in  the  sea  around  the  Scottish  coast, 
and  also  tenders  for  leases  on  certain  waters  in 
different  counties.  This  has  fairly  “ put  up  the 
back”  of  a number  of  lairds  and  corporations, 
who  magnify  the  effect  of  the  “ grievance  ” out 
of  all  possible  proportions. 

Anglers  on  the  River  Awe,  which  is  by  no 
means  an  autumn  salmon  river,  are  still  getting 
a few  pretty  good-looking  fish. 

Another  Spey  trout  fishing  case  is  going  on 
just  now.  General  Sir  Reginald  Gibbs,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Countess  of  Seafield,  for  her 
right  and  interest  seeks  to  interdict  six  men  in 
Rothes  from  fishing  for  trout  in  that  part  of 
the  Spey  of  which  he  is  tenant.  The  case  was 
debated  in  Elgin  on  Sept.  4,  and  Sheriff  Rempini 
has  now  issued  an  interlocutorallowingtheparties 
a proof  of  their  respective  averments.  This  judg- 
ment has  been  appealed  against  by  the  pursuer. 

Many  of  the  salmon  fishings  on  Tay  and  Earn 
were  exposed  to  let  by  public  roup  for  the  season 
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of  1895,  in  J’erth  last  week.  There  was  a great 
attendance  of  tacksmen,  but  bidding  was  very 
utiil,  aw  tho  result  of  the  sad  experiences  of  the 
present  year.  Many  of  tho  fishings  put  up  found 
no  tenant,  wliilo  those  that  “ went,”  and  which 
generally  wore  secured  by  tho  tacksmen  of  the 
past  soason,  wore  knocked  down  (taking  thorn  all 
ovor)  at  a reduction  of  over  thirty  per  cent,  on 
last  soason’s  rental.  This  does  not  indicate  that 
the  tacksmen  have  groat  faith  in  the  recupera- 
tive powors  of  the  Tay.  But  one  thing  would 
soon  make  them  have  more:  “snap”  out  all  the 
nets  above  tho  tido.  The  Earl  of  Wemyss  and 
March  and  Mr.  Stuart-Gray,  of  K mfauns,  have 
generously  intimated  to  their  fishing  tenants  a 
remission  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  rents  in  con- 
sequence of  the  past  poor  fishing  soason. 

The  Dowager  Countess  of  Lovelace,  fishing 
from  her  Highland  residence,  Bendamph  Lodge, 
Ross-shire,  enjoyed  some  excellent  sport  the  other 
week  on  the  Torridon  waters.  Her  Ladyship 
caught  one  day  twenty  sea  trout,  and  on  another 
day  fourteen.  Lady  Margaret  Jenkins  at  the 
same  time  caught  six  and  twelve.  General  Lord 
Roberts  was  for  several  days  a guest  at  the 
lodge.  The  Hon.  Amelia  Roberts  and  Gapt. 
Jenkins  got  some  excellent  sport  on  Loch  Damph 

a sheet  of  water  at  a great  elevation  between 
two  hills  in  Bendamph  Forest.  Besides  a lot  of 
fine  trout,  they  had  two  specimens  of  the  Salmo 
ferox — 91b.  and  151b.  

A long  correspondence — now  published  in  the 
newspapers — has  taken  place  between  the  Hon. 
Francis  J.  Moncrieff  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Tay 
District  Fishery  Board,  in  which  the  former 
justifies  his  position  with  regard  to  drift-net 
fishing  for  salmon  at  Mugdrum  and  Carpon 
stations,  above  Newburgh. 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes : “ Tanta- 
lizing is  the  word  which  describes  the  state  of 
affairs  in  this  region  at  present.  We  are  tan- 
talized by  the  fact  that  shoals  of  salmon  are  seen 
leaping  and  playing  along  the  sea  beach  between 
the  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  like  so  many  vessels 
lying  in  the  bay  waiting  for  the  tide  to  enter  the 
harbour.  The  tide  that  suits  the  salmon  has  not 
risen  yet ; and  we  are  tantalized  by  the  fact  that 
every  two  or  three  days  the  wind  secs  boldly  into 
the  north,  driving  heavy  rain-clouds  before  it, 
which  drop  an  occasional  shower  here  and  there, 
and  give  all  the  symptoms  of  a heavy  rainfall 
at  hand,  then  quietly  disappear  amid  the  serenest 
skies  and  soft  westerly  breezes.  There  never 
was  an  autumn  in  which  so  much  expectation 
got  so  much  disappointment. 


“While  writing,  I hear  that  quantities  of 
salmon  have  been  seen  pushing  up  the  Dee  not- 
withstanding the  small  water.  All  Sunday  the 
wind  was  blowing  strongly  from  the  north,  and 
the  sea  very  rough  where  the  salmon  were  said  to 
be  lying,  close  to  land,  so  it  is  possible  that  some 
may  have  taken  the  river  to  get  out  of  the  storm. 
Should  that  be  the  case,  and  tbe  river  still  remain 
low,  they  will  doubtless  fall  a prey  to  the  poacher, 
for  there  is  not  enough  water  in  some  of  the 
shallows  to  let  them  pass  over.  On  the  Don 
things  are  at  the  worst  they  have  been  for  many 
years.  Almost  the  only  place  where  fish  are 
being  got  is  within  three  miles  of  the  sea,  the 
famous  Cruive  and  Grandholm  Fisheries  being 
nowhere.  The  fishmongers’  stalls  have  a supply 
almost  every  day  all  the  same,  so  the  scarcity  in 
some  places  must  be  more  apparent  than  real. 

“ Ur  to  date  twenty-five  fish  have  been  got  on  the 
Maryculter  and  Tilbouries  section  of  the  Dee. 
Former  seasons  have  had  records  of  seventies, 
nineties,  and  even  a hundred.  With  only  a fort- 
night  s fishing  to  come,  in  very  adverse  circum- 
stances, the  leeway  cannot  possibly  be  made  up. 
Nearly  all  the  fish  I hear  have  been  taken  with 
the  fly. 


“ Prawn  and  gudgeon  and  deevil, 

Deovil  and  gudgeon  and  prawn, 

They  pull  and  rake,  but  never  a tako, 

Tho’  they  work  from  the  glimmer  of  dawn. 

Prawn  and  gudgeon  and  deevil, 

Deevil  and  gudgeon  and  prawn, 

Their  tempera  are  short,  and  so  ia  the  sport, 

For  the  salmon  refuse  to  bo  drawn. 

That  is  said  to  bo  the  general  state  of  affairs 
round  about.  But  there  are  some  exceptions. 


On  Balgownie  water  of  the  Don  on  Saturday,  a 
youthful  angler  managed  to  bag  three  big  fish 
from  171b.  to  211b.  Tho  21-pounder  was  as  red 
as  a “ sodger.”  On  the  Cruive  water  there  were 
throe  also  taken  on  Saturday.  About  tho  middle 
of  last  week,  one  angler  had  four  on  Kingcousie 
water  of  the  Dee,  and  another  had  one.  Nowhere 
does  there  scorn  to  be  any  scarcity  of  fish. 
Water,  water,  is  the  only  cry;  and  with  both 
rivers  beginning  to  rise  now,  that  demand  may 
soon  be  satisfied.” 


Writeth  the  Mackay:  “On  Saturday  the  Dee 
was  within  lin.  of  the  low-water  mark  registered 
during  the  extreme  drought  in  July  of  the 
Jubilee  year.  Not  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  angler  was  it  ever  so  low  all  through  the 
autumn  season.  Many  of  the  treeh-run  fish 
which  are  being  got — and  they  are  not  many 
taken  as  a whole — are  peeled  of  their  scales  on 
their  under  parts.  This  no  doubt  has  been 
caused  in  pushing  over  gravel  banks  and  fords, 
as  what  else  could  mark  them  on  the  bellies  but 
some  such  close  contact  with  the  bed  of  the  river 
in  pushing  inland  for  the  spawning  redds.  Mr. 
Deverall,  who  has  a ticket  on  the  Don  this  season, 
and  has  fared  as  badly  as  ever  he  did  on  the  Dee, 
has  been  visiting  his  old  haunts  on  Deeside 
lately.  ‘ Always  my  old  luck,’  he  remarked  to 
old  Blacklaws  the  other  day.  ‘ I have  given  over 
lamenting  over  it  long  ago.  Whenever  you 
have  too  much  sport  and  good  water  send  for 
me,  and  if  my  presence  don’t  work  a change, 
it  will  belie  my  experience  of  the  past  twenty 
years.  If  I take  a high  water  section  the  river  is 
too  low ; if  a low  water  section  the  river  is  too 
high.  . Just  my  luck.’  But  for  all  that  he 
and  his  son  are  having  a nice  time  of  it 
with  the  gun  round  about  Ellon  Castle.  The 
‘Baron’  was  very  gratified  with  your  note  of  the 
29fch  anent  his  advent  on  Deeside  for  his  autumn 
holiday.  He  has  only  killed  one  fish  as  yet,  but 
he  hopes  to  have  a pull  or  two  before  the  close. 
He  is  about  the  only  angler  who  entertains  high 
hopes  of  a high  old  time  of  it  with  the  autumn 
leviathans  before  the  close.  He  must  have  a 
kipper  or  two,  he  says ; and  we  earnestly  wish 
him  ‘ tight  lines  ’ for  the  sake  of  all  concerned. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  have  been  having  a 
jolly  time  of  it  pike  fishing  on  the  lochs  of 
Aboyne,  Kinnord,  and  Park.  The  last-named  is  a 
rendezvous  for  snipe  and  duck,  but  much  inferior 
to  the  others  as  a happy  hunting  ground  for  pike. 


“ ‘ River  deep  ? ’ bawled  a stranger  angler  across 
the  apology  of  a stream  the  other  day  to  a known 
hand  fishing  the  other  side  of  the  Dee,  and  whose 
‘ dander  ’ was  up  at  the  prospect  of  seeing  his 
favourite  pools  raked  fore  and  aft  with  the 
detestable  prawn.  ‘ Not  very,’  was  the  reply 
that  came  back ; while  inwardly  he  hoped  to  see 
him  drown  himself.  ‘ Easy  wading  ? ’ ‘ Very 

easy.’  ‘ Take  me  up  to  here  ? ’ asked  Tyro, 
sawing  his  thighs  in  two  with  his  hand  to  indi- 
cate his  limit.  ‘Just  about  it,’  advised  Mephi- 
stopheles,  and  the  next  moment  or  so  he  saw  him 
spluttering  and  splashing  his  way  up  the  bank. 
Brimstone  was  cheap  that  afternoon  on  that 
fishery,  and  later  on  in  the  village  inn.” 

Mr.  Ritchie,  of  the  Udny  Arms  Hotel,  New- 
burgh, Aberdeenshire,  writes:  “On  the  Ythan 
Tidal  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that 
during  the  last  fortnight  no  grumbling  over  sport 
has  been  heard  in  the  hotel.  Compared  with 
other  rivers,  the  estuary  is  doing  remarkably 
well,  and,  should  wind  and  weather  continue 
favourable,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
it  will  obtain  to  the  end  of  the  season,  31st  inst. 
In  a former  paragraph  I took  occasion  to  say 
that  it  was  a sight  to  see  the  salmon  sporting 
and  tumbling  about.  The  same  picture  is  still 
to  be  seen.  But  the  lengthened  time  they  have 
been  in  confinement  is  beginning  to  tell  percep- 
tibly on  their  colour.  The  average  baskets  for 
the  week  may  be  reckoned  from  4§lb.  to  161b. 
The  latter  was  secured  on  Friday  by  Captain 
Georges.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Nicol,  Aberdeen, 
grassed,  after  a fight  of  half  an  hour,  a fine  grilse 
of  61b.,  in  addition  to  a fair  basket  of  trout.” 


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishiDg  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes  : “ Only  a fortnight  remains  of  the 
present  season’s  salmon  fishing,  and  still  the  ele- 
ments are  dead  against  anglers.  Even  should  we 


at  once  have  floods,  the  season  for  true  sport  is 
gone,  as  the  fish  are  getting  too  heavy  to  rise  to 
a fly,  however  tempting  in  itself,  or  however  skil- 
fully offered.  It  appears  useless  to  spend  money 
on  fish  passes  when  Nature  proves  so  stubborn  j 
but  dum  spiro  spero,  we  may  after  this  get  a turn 
in  our  favour,  and  perhaps  floods  will  during  the 
next  few  years  come  frequently  and  always  at  the 
right  time.  You  will  be  glad  to  see  I have  got 
despondency  knocked  under  at  last.  A great 
victory,  eh  P Disease  on  the  North  Esk  is  bad, 
but  it  is  made  too  much  of,  I hear  from  good 
authority.” 


The  Mackintosh  writes : “ The  rod  fishing 
for  the  season  on  the  Spey  closed  yesterday 
(Monday).  It  was  a fitting  termination  to  a 
season  of  which  most  had  got  heartily  tired.  The 
water  was  higher  than  it  had  been  for  some  time 
back,  and  brought  down  in  large  quantities  the- 
green  slime  that  gathers  with  low  water,  ‘ batter- 
ing ’ up  anglers’  lines,  and  making  things  every- 
thing but  pleasant,  with  the  result  that  the  day’» 
sport  was  poor.  Taken  as  a whole,  the  autumn 
fishing  has  been  fairly,  but  only  fairly,  success- 
ful, but  behind  that  of  former  years,  more 
especially  on  the  lower  reaches,  many  of  the 
heavier  fish  coming  victims  to  the  natural  min- 
now. The  latter  case  was  the  rule  on  the  reaches 
from  Craigellachie  downwards,  where,  like  most 
beats,  the  fishing  was  practically  a ‘ dead  letter  ’ 
until  the  past  few  weeks.  What  has  been  done 
on  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s  water  at  Fochabers 
can  only  be  surmised,  because,  for  reasons  beet 
known  to  His  Grace,  such  is  not  allowed  to  leak 
out.  But  from  a reach  which  has  yielded  from 
1100  to  1200  fish  to  the  rod  for  little  over  a 
month  during  the  back-end  fishing,  and  with  fish 
plentiful  just  now,  it  can  readily  be  imagined 
what  sport  had  been  like  during  the  past 
month.  As  a rule,  a 50-pounder,  or  nearly  so, 
is  got  almost  every  autumn  on  this  water,  but 
the  heaviest  I have  heard  of  this  season  were  one 
of  441b.  by  the  Earl  of  March  ; one  of  421b.  by  Mr. 
F.  B.  Mildmay,  and  one  of  381b.  by  Lady  Evelyn 
Gordon  Lennox.  Fish  from  231b.  downwards 
on  the  lower  reaches  were  caught  every  other 
day.  Apart,  of  course,  from  the  Duke’s  fishings, 
the  best  day’s  sport  was  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Stewart 
Menzies,  of  Aikenway,  who  had  six  fish  one  day, 
of  a total  of  601b.,  and  on  the  second  day  after, 
along  with  Major  Grant,  Glengrant,  twelve  fish, 
three  weighing  181b.  each,  one  161b.,  and  so  on 
from  141b.  downwards.  The  next  best  was  seven 
from  the  same  water,  and  five  from  the  Craigel- 
lachie Hotel  water.” 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  OF  IZAAK 
WALTON  IN  LONDON. 


The  following  sums  have  been  received  or  pro- 
mised towards  the  Memorial  Window  by  Mr. 
Marston,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of 
the  Fund : — 


Anglers’  Association  (per 

£ 

Mr. 

S. 

d. 

R.  Ghurney,  sec.)  

...  5 

5 

0 

Amphlett,  F.  H 

...  0 

10 

6 

Birkbeck,  Edward  (M.P.) ... 
Friendly  Anglers  (per  W. 

...  1 
H. 

1 

0 

Hole,  hon.  sec.)  

...  1 

1 

0 

Richardson,  J.  R 

0 

10 

6 

Tayler,  J.  P 

...  0 

2 

6 

Temple,  James  

...  0 10 

6 

Warne,  F 

...  1 

1 

0 

Acknowledged  on  Oct.  13 

...  53 

16 

0 

£63 

18 

6 

We  have  received  two  letters  from  correspon- 
dents suggesting  that  for  various  reasons  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a marble  or  bronze 
statue  of  Walton  instead  of  a window.  We 
quite  agree  with  our  correspondents,  but  the 
cost  of  such  a statue  would  be  double  or  treble 
that  of  the  proposed  window,  i.e.,  if  tho  statue  is 
to  be  worthy  tho  subject. 

It  took  us  about  twelve  months  to  collect  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  small 
statue  in  the  great  screen  of  Winchester 
Cathedral ; how  long  it  would  take  to  got  funds 
for  a statue  worth}'  of  erection  in  London  we 
should  not  like  to  say.  In  any  case,  wo  could 
not  undertake  the  responsibility  of  tho  affair. 


October  20,  1894] 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

✓30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

1 40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  „ „ Richmond. 

Add]  45  „ „ Hammer-  Add]  80  „ „ Twioken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

V.50  „ „ Barnes.  ^85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Oct.  20  

Morning 

4.57  

Evening. 

5.21 

Sunday, 

„ 21  

5.47  

6.16 

Monday, 

„ 22  

6.50  

7.29 

Tuesday, 

23  

8.15  

9.  4 

Wednesday, 

, ,,  24  

9.52  

10.33 

Thursday, 

„ 25  

11.10  

11.41 

Friday, 

„ 26  

0.  7 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.  20  3.37  6.  1 

Sunday,  ,,  21  6.27  6.56 

Monday,  „ 22  7.30  8.  9 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

ower  Thames. — General  Remarks.  — I .have 
been  spending  the  last  week  away  from  the  metropolitan 
river,  amongst  some  of  my  angling  friends  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Grantham,  and  the  pleasure  of  a number  of 
piscatorial  chats  with  several  well-known  anglers  has 
been  an  agreeable  item  in  that  portion  of  my  holiday. 
In  the  River  Witham,  which  runs  through  the  outskirts 
of  Grantham,  there  are  occasionally  caught  some  nice 
trout,  but  a fish  of  41b.  is  regarded  as  a fine  specimen. 
A short  time  ago  Mr.  W.  D.  Cox,  fishing  at  the  mill  of 
Mr.  John  Basker,  in  the  Witham,  caught  a trout  of  31b. 
2joz.,  which  was  deemed  good  enough  to  be  preserved, 
and  was  entrusted  to  Messrs.  Ringer  Brothers  (who  have 
about  twelvemonths  ago  commenced  the  business  of 
taxidermists  in  Watergate)  for  preservation.  I was 
invited  to  go  and  see  it  for  myself,  and  I considered 
it  had  been  well  set  up  ; and  I hope  the  Messrs. 
Ringer  Brothers  will  bo  well  supported  by  the  local 
anglers.  My  old  friend  Mr.  Ogden,  whom,  with  his 
son,  I have  known  many  years  as  thorough  piscators, 
introduced  me  to  one  of  bis  angling  friends,  whose  name 
I have  to  keep  back  from  publication,  who  a few  weeks 
since  had  been  roach  fishing  at  Deeping,  and,  after 
hooking  a small  fish,  he  felt  a strong  tug  on  his  line, 
which  was  followed  by  two  or  three  others,  and  he  ulti- 
mately succeeded  on  his  light  roach  tackle  in  landing  a 
jack  of  23in.  in  length.  He  also  introduced  me  to  a 
neighbour  of  his,  Mr.  Yeatman,  wine  and  spirit  merchant, 
whom  I found  a devoted  angler  and  very  successful  with 
the  fly.  He  showed  me  the  remarkably  fine  tackle  he 
was  using,  and  with  the  same  material  had  frequently 
landed  a jack  of  41b.  In  our  conversation  about  perch 
he  told  me  of  one  occasion  when  he  caught  a brace 
weighing  together  5Jlb. — one  3jlb.,  the  other  2 jib. — and 
regretted  he  had  not  preserved  them.  There  was  a 
general  regret  at  Sir  John  Thorold  discontinuing  per- 
missions to  fish,  entirely  through  the  anglers  leaving 
gates  open,  destroying  the  fences,  and  other  evils. 
There  are  a number  of  good  fly  fishers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Grantham,  who  only  regretted  there  was  so 
little  water  within  a reasonable  distance  from  the  town 
to  practise  their  favourite  sport.  I have  since  visited 
Sleaford,  and  am  now  at  Stamford  bringing  my  holiday 
to  a close. — B. 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  river  still  low,  with  plenty 
of  weed  about,  but  jack  fishing  seems  very  fair  just  now. 
Messrs.  Pritchard  and  White  have  been  getting  a few. 
On  the  12th  they  caught  three  fish  averaging  71b.  or  81b. 
each,  and  got  smashed  up  two  or  three  times.  I was 
out  on  Wednesday,  had  two  jack  of  2jlb.  each,  fished  for 
bait  in  the  afternoon,  and  found  the  dace  biting  better 
than  they  have  done  all  the  season.  I caught  four  dozen 
large  ones  and  was  surprised,  considering  I gave  two 
afternoons  last  week  and  tried  hard,  but  did  not  get  one. 
This  morning  (Thursday)  two  jack,  largest  81b. — G. 
Lumsden. 

(Hampton  Court).  — William  Milbourne 

writes  : “ A man  fishing  with  a ledger  for  barbel  just 
below  the  Mole,  has  taken  a nice  carp  weighing  Gjlb. 
with  the  worm.  The  water  is  very  low  and  bright,  and 
the  rain  has  not  made  any  difference  in  it,  as  it  is  just 
as  low  as  ever.  We  shall  not  do  much  until  we  get  more 
water. — B. 

■ (Kingston). — Mr.  G.  P.  Rowley,  of  52,  Cow 

Cross-street,  Clerkenwell,  fishing  with  John  Johnson 
one  day,  caught  141b.  2oz.  of  bream  and  roach,  the  best 
bream  weighed  41b.  2oz.,  and  another  41b.  J.  Knight, 
one  day,  with  Mr.  Stevenson,  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Cate,  two  dozen  of  roach, 
two  barbel,  all  of  which  were  returned ; and  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Boxall,  five  barbel,  one  large  eel,  and  21b. 
of  roach. — B. 

(Lechlade,  Cricklade). — The  river  at  St. 

John’s  Bridge  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood  is  in 
splendid  angling  trim  ; the  pike,  roach,  and  chub  have 
been  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  good  sport  has  been 
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had.  The  weeds  are  rapidly  dying  away,  and  the  good 
head  of  water  on  makes  things  rosy  for  the  pike  fisher. — 
Rambler. 

(Sunbury). — Mr.  Cox,  with  H.  Herbert,  in 

one  day,  five  jack.  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  and  Mr. 
Edward  Clarke  have  been  getting  some  barbel,  jack, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace. — B. 

- — (Teddington). — Mr.  Sinnibaldi,  fishing  at  the 

weir,  caught  a golden  carp  of  71b.  9oz.,  which  was 
weighed  at  the  Angler’s  Hotel.  W.  McBride,  in  one 
day,  with  Dr.  Parkhurst,  sixteen  bream  and  four  jack  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Islip,  561b.  weight  of  hream  and 
six  jack,  the  largest  6 jib.,  and  the  smallest  41b.,  the 
total  weight  of  the  take  being  841b.,  and  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Islip,  eight  bream  and  one  jack. — B. 

(Twickenham). — Mr.  Sullivan  with  S.  Cole 

in  one  day  ninety-one  dace,  two  barbel,  and  one  perch  ; 
J.  Coxen,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Young,  eighteen  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  another  day  three  dozen  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Davey,  in  one  day,  with  H.  Spiers  six  and  a half 
dozen  or  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Anger,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Tomlinson,  41b.  of  roach  and  dace ; another  day  with 
Mr.  Smith  61b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  bream ; 
another  day  with  Mr.  Falconer  eight  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  and  a perch  of  lib.,  and  another  day  with  the 
brothers  Fielder  41b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  a couple  of 
barbel.  I regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Pert  Ham- 
merton,  who  was  a good  fisherman,  and  was  buried  on 
Monday  last. — B. 

— (Weybridge). — Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  writes 

that  Herbert  Curr,  during  the  week,  has  succeeded  in 
getting  a few  nice  chub  with  a customer,  the  largest 
41b. , which  has  been  sent  for  preservation.  The  river 
at  Shepperton  was  clearer  than  usually  seen  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  then  adds  ? “ Bank  anglers  who 
can  throw  from  the  winch  should  leave  roaching  and 
spin  for  jack.  There  is  excellent  water  between  Shep- 
perton and  Chertsey,  Penton  Hook  and  Staines,  for  this. 
One  angler  tells  me  he  has  taken  six  small  jack,  all 
returned.  I saw  one  landed  on  the  Wey,  also  a small 
fish.” — B. 

(Windsor  District). — Quite  an  autumnal 

water  flowing  now,  accompanied  by  plenty  of  leaves 
which  are  a nuisance,  but  not  so  great  as  the  Anacharis 
and  ribbcm  weed.  Capital  frosts  have  visited  this  part, 
and  their  effect  on  the  weed  beds  very  perceptible,  in 
fact,  by  using  light  traces  and  baits  they  can  be  spun  over 
now  in  many  parts.  Mr.  Minns,  of  Oakley,  has  had 
several  lately  by  this  means,  but  all  small,  3jlb.  being 
the  largest.  One  would  have  thought  barbel  had  got 
into  winter  quarters  for  the  dormant  season,  but  Mr. 
Fountain,  of  Eton,  has  recently  taken  a brace  worm 
fishing.  Chub  should  take  to  pith  and  brains  now,  or 
cheese,  and  will  be  found  in  deepish  swims  under  clay 
banks,  or  the  old  pollard  trees.  Roach  not  feeding 
well,  three  dozen  by  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Park-street, 
Windsor,  being  best  basket  I know  of.— B.  R.  B. 

An.ch.olme  District. — The  water  now  is  in  much 
better  colour,  and  sport  is  improving.  Some  good 
baskets  have  been  made,  but  there  has  been  a little  too 
much  wind.  This  is  now  subsiding.  A nice  lot  of  roach 
have  been  taken  about  Brigg,  and  some  good  pike  have 
been  showing  themselves  all  over  the  river.  The  best 
taken  this  week  was  one  by  Mr.  Rhodes,  of  Caistor, 
which  weighed  a little  over  71b. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — Anglers  in  Cornwall  have  this 
single  advantage  over  their  brethren  of  the  Tamar  and 
Plym — they  can  fish  in  November.  The  waters  are  lower 
and  clearer,  excepting  for  leaves,  than  they  have  been 
since  last  year,  and  nobody  of  course  goes  out.  At 
Padstow  and  Fowey,  in  the  estuaries  of  the  Camel  and 
Fowey,  salmon  are  very  plentiful,  and  only  waiting  a 
freshet  to  run  np.  Nothing  has  been  done  yet  to  the 
fish  pass  at  Dunmeer,  and  there  is  scarcely  any  prospect 
of  salmon  getting  into  the  upper  waters  this  winter. — 
Bodmin. 

Dagenham. — The  fishing  at  Dagenham  shows  no 
signs  of  falling  off.  Two  London  anglers  recently 
captured  some  very  fine  roach  (about  161b.,  largest  fish 
lib.  10oz.). — H.  Wilson. 

Dee  (Corwen). — There  was  a nice  fresh  in  the  river 
on  Wednesday  night,  and  fishing  improved  for  the  time 
it  lasted.  Dr.  Roberts  had  a nice  basket  of  trout 
and  grayling  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  with  fly.  E. 
Clutterbuck  landed  a salmon,  5jlb.,  on  Friday,  lost 
another  after  half  an  hour  fight.  Another  angler  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  two.  The  river  has  gone  as  low  as 
ever.  Trout  and  grayling  fishing  closed  on  Saturday, 
13th.  Special  tickets,  at  5s.,  are  issued  for  pike  and 
grayling  from  Oct.  14  to  Feb.  1,  1895. — Alwen. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
The  rivers  still  continue  very  low,  hence  no  salmon  can 
pass  the  weirs,  and  sport  is  quite  in  abeyance. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — During  the  week  the  river  has  been 
in  exceptionally  good  fishing  condition,  and  some  ex- 
cellent sport  has  been  obtained.  A lot  of  salmon  and 
salmon  trout  got  over  the  dams  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
last,  and  the  upper  streams  are  now  fairly  well  stocked. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Rhodes  caught  a fine  salmon  the  other  day, 
weighing  111b.,  and  a salmon  trout  of  31b.  Among 
the  other  returns  are  Mr.  C.  S.  James,  salmon  trout 
41b.  ; Mr.  Marsdon,  one  of  51b. ; Mr.  J.  H.  Keighley, 
one  of  71b.  ; Mr.  Marks,  one  salmon  61b. ; Mr.  E. 
Westgarth,  six  salmon  trout  weighing,  three  of  51b., 
and  the  others  of  smaller  size  and  weight ; Mr.  Robert 
Hay,  two  of  about  31b.  each  ; Mrs.  Keighley,  one  of 
3jlb. ; Mr.  E.  Bagnall,  one  of  3jlb. ; Mr.  Baker,  five,  of 
141b.,  111b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  21b.  ; Mr.  J.  W.  Nicholson, 
two,  of  121b.  and  81b.  Mr.  Lee  has  had  some  excellent 
sport  on  the  Lealholm  waters.  — J.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — River  is  extremely  low 
for  the  time  of  year,  but  weather  is  bright  and  season- 
able, and  for  perch  and  pike  fishing  water  is  in  good 
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order.  From  the  Exe  a few  pairs  of  pike,  running  front 
31b.  to  101b.,  have  been  grassed,  mostly  spinning,  and  I 
hear  of  a good  perch  of  ljlb.  falling  to  a rodster  in  the 
Exwick  waters.  Messrs.  Edwards,  Jackman,  _ and 
Richardson  tried  the  Tiverton  Canal  a few  days  since, 
when  they  landed  about  half  a dozen  pike,  the  best  fish 
going  lOjlb.  and  13jlb.  each.  Roach  fishers  are  still 
enjoying  good  sport. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  pros- 
pects of  the  sport  have  undergone  a favourable  change 
since  last  writing,  and  the  weather  is  about  all  that 
could  be  desired  for  bottom  fishing.  The  recent  rain 
has  freshened  up  the  water,  and  fish  are  biting  better. 
Some  pretty  good  sport  has  been  experienced  on  the 
Forty-foot  about  Billingborough,  and  on  some  of  the 
lengths  under  the  Spalding  Club,  including  the  Glen. 
Though  days  are  getting  shorter  many  can  boast  of 
101b.  or  121b.  of  roach  and  perch.  Trolling  for  pike  is 
being  more  followed  where  weeds  will  allow,  and  some 
nice  fish  have  come  to  hand,  the  best  close  on  91b. 
From  the  Welland  district  there  are  favourable  reports, 
but  there  are  complaints  of  ravages  by  otters. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Good  sport  has  been  obtained 
during  the  week  on  both  the  river  and  the  Stockwith 
Canal,  chub  and  roach  being  the  chief  feature.  Dace 
also  and  a few  odd  grayling  have  been  picked  up  from 
the  river  about  Retford,  but  the  preserved  grayling 
waters  have  been  almost  if  not  wholly  untouched  for  the 
reasons  already  stated.  The  pursuit  of  pike  has  been 
more  followed,  and  several  decent  ones  have  been  got 
about  Mattersey.  Lately  some  nice  sport  has  been 
obtained  from  the  Haxey  and  other  drains  in  the  lower 
district.  A couple  of  anglers  got  about  201b.  of  roach 
and  perch  and  a pike  of  81b.  near  Caenby  corner,  and 
another  angler  had  a brace  of  bream  scaling  6jlb.  from 
the  same  district.  Several  fair-sized  pikejhave  topped 
up  baskets  made  at  other  points. — L. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End).  — Fishing  has  been  good 
during  the  week,  among  the  takes  being  a barbel  of 
31b.  12oz.,  a jack  of  8jlb.,  and  four  chub  about  161b.  A 
competition  will  take  place  at  the  private  water  of  the 
Pike  and  Anchor  on  Oct.  28.  Entries  close  Oct.  25.  No 
entrance  fee.  The  prizes  will  be  awarded  by— Fred 
Green 

Lea,  Stort,  &c.— Coventry’s  and  the  Ordnance  waters 
at  Sewardstone  have  afforded  good  sport.  A good  pike 
of  8 jib.  was  taken  between  Ponder’s  End  and  Enfield 
Locks.  At  the  latter  place  Mr.  J.  Collyer  had  some  nice 
perch  ; at  Waltham  Abbey  Mr.  Grimes  had  41b.  of  perch 
and  two  small  jack,  another  angler  a chub  of  31b.  The 
matter  in  dispute  as  to  the  right  of  fishing  the  Stort, 
claimed  on  the  one  hand  by  Mr.  Davies,  of  Latton 
Island  (who  has  put  up  notice  boards  warning  tres- 
passers) and  by  the  Anglers’  Association  on  the  other 
(who  have  leased  certain  portions  from  the  landowners), 
should  shortly  be  brought  to  a settlement.  Thursday 
morning.— Water  in  fair  order,  weather  more  favour- 
able.— Spliced  Joint. 

Lower  Windrush.— This  river  by  Burford,  Witney, 
and  Ensham  is  in  parts  in  good  ply  for  jack  fishing,  and 
some  fair  sport  has  been  had.  Roach  and  chub  have 
been  well  on  the  feed. — L. 

Luffg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
continue  to  run  low  and  clear,  and  in  good  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  few  amglers 
have  been  out.  Grayling  rise  well  and  are  taking  fly 
freely,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  caught.  Gwynne. 

Lu gg.  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
River  still  in  splendid  order,  and  grayling  keeping  well 
on  the  feed.  Mid  Blue,  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Blue  Gnat, 
Green  Insect,  and  Autumn  Hare’s  Ear  are  the  most 
killing  flies.  Prospects  for  coming  week  very  good.— 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— River  in  very  good  order,  I 
should  say  could  not  be  better.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  those  few  have  done  very  little  ; what  is 
wanted  is  an  entire  change  of  wind,  as  long  as  it  sticks 
in  the  present  quarter  it  is  useless  to  go  for  anything. 
A few  small  jack  and  some  roach  have  been  taken,  the 
latter  with  worm. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Water  still  exceedingly  clear 
and  weather  at  times  very  dreary,  nothing  much  being 
done.  A few  roach  have  been  taken  with  gentles,  and 
an  occasional  pike  has  rewarded  the  spinner;  but 
rain  is  badly  needed  to  improve  the  colour  of  the 
water. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  still  remains  clear, 
so  sport  is  not  good.  A few  roach  have  been  taken  near 
the  sewer,  but  bream  are  very  quiet.  Pike  are  not 
feeding  very  well,  only  a few  small  ones  falling  to  the 
rod.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  large  ones  ought  to  feed 
as  the  season  is  in,  and  supposed  to  be  a good  time  for 
them.  Anglers  are  not  having  a good  time  with  them  at 
present. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Lakenheath).— Mr.  K.  S.  Ranjitsinhji  and 
Mr.  H.  C.  Stearne,  fishing  at  this  place,  caught  601b.  of 
the  finest  roach  seen  in  Cambridge  for  years,  many  of 
the  fish  weighing  over  lib.  each.  Fishing  at  Littleport 
on  Thursday,  Mr.  W.  L.  Agger  caught  141b.  of  roach.— S. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— There  is  not  much  doing  with 
the  fish  now.  Small  jack  are  plentiful,  but  larger  ones 
are  very  shy.  I hear  that  a nice  lot  of  bream  were 
taken  last  week. — Wm.  Nash. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Weeds  now  rapidly  disappearing 
with  the  cold  weather.  Water  in  good  condition,  a 
quantity  of  small  jack  have  been  taken,  and  roach  have 
been  well  on  during  the  week.  Just  received  my  21b.  4oz. 
roach  from  preserver.  The  barbel  7j  lb . recently  caught 
at  our  paper  mills  here,  can  also  be  seen  if  desired.  -A. 
Scard. 

Pevensey  Sluice. — Several  jack  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  The  weeds  are  fast  disappearing. 
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iVlr.  A.  Clark,  of  Hustings,  secured  a 51b.  jaok,  und  a 
dozen  good-sized  porch.  Uv.  Dowhktt. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  The  streams  are  ox- 
coptionully  low  and  bright  lor  tho  timo  of  year,  and  tho 
rod  worm  or  gentle  will  bo  found  tho  only  killing  lures, 
llio  grayling  should,  however,  givo  tho  fly-fisher  sport 
it  ho  knows  whoro  to  seok  it.  There  aro  a low  favoured 
spots,  notably  Atcham,  Crinkhill,  Uflington,  The  Isle, 
all  ol  which  are  within  a few  miles  of  Shrewsbury, 
whoro  grayling  may  generally  bo  found,  and  tho 
Orapoom  should  there  ho  used  with  succobs.  Pike 
fishing  will  afford  plenty  of  sport  during  tho  coming 
winter,  oithor  in  tho  Sevorn,  or  in  any  of  tho  Shrop- 
shire mores  or  lakes.  Roach,  chub,  and  daco  aro 
plentiful  also  in  tho  Severn,  Vyrnwy,  and  Koa. — 

PlKC'ATOR. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  'Llany- 
mynech). — Tho  settled  weather  so  long  experienced 
hero  still  continues,  and  tho  bright  sunshine  throughout 
tho  day  is  taken  advantage  of  by  those  anglers  in  quest 
of  grayling,  with  the  best  rosults,  and  some  good  sport 
18  also  obtained  amongst  coarse  fish  in  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Sovern,  and  sevoral  fino  ools  havo  recently  boen  captured 
in  the  last-named  river.— Vyrnwy". 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  water  is  bright,  and  likely  to 
be  so  for  this  week.  Several  anglers  came  down  on 
Oct.  14,  but  not  many  fish  were  taken.  The  river  is  still 
full  of  weeds. — D.  Spring  ham. 

Stort  (Roydon). — On  Tuesday  last  some  nice  fish 
wore  taken  here.  A competition  (open)  is  being  pro- 
moted by  the  proprietor  of  the  New  Inn,  to  take  place 
on  Oct.  28.  Entrance  fee,  fid.  There  are  three  prizes, 
which  will  be  awarded  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  roach. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  very 
clear,  but  the  colder  weather  has  begun,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  fish  are  beginning  to  feed  a trifle  better. 

I took  a jack  of  41b.  (spinning)  on  the  13th,  but  the 
weeds  are  not  yet  down  enough  for  that  class  of  sport. 
A local  angler  on  the  17th  took  51b.  of  roach  in  one  and 
a half  hours  fishing  (largest  fib.).  Light  ledgering 
with  white  or  coloured  paste  is  the  most  successful 
method. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Falling 
‘®es  and  white  frosts  speak  of  departed  summer,  and 
gladden  the  heart  of  the  pike  fishermen,  and  already 
several  good  fish  are  accounted  for  from  the  Arun, 
Mid  above  Pulborough  pike  are  feeding;  and  from  the 
Bother  several  small  fish  have  been  taken.  Piking  has 
been  fairly  successful  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Ouse, 
where  fish  up  to  81b.  have  been  captured,  but  in  the 
water  above  Fletching  the  sunken  timber  is  a drawback. 
The  record  of  bream  and  roach  is  much  below  the 
average.  A few  codling  have  been  taken  in  the  harbours 
with  worm.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  order  for  angling, 
hut  is  now  rather  low.  A few  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  sport  has  been  dull.  Several  very  nice  dishes  of 
grayling  have  been  taken  during  this  week.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order ; fishing  in 
them  quiet.— T.  Ludlow. 

(Tenbury). — The  Teme  is  very  low  and  clear, 
and  fishing  has  not  been  so  brisk.  A few  rods  have  been 
out,  hut  little  baskets  have  been  the  order  of  the  day. 
Fly  and  Grasshopper  have  been  used.  The  Bea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  in  good  order. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Though  the  Trent  is  in  good  order, 
bottom  fishermen  are  meeting  with  no  success,  but  pike 
are  producing  sport,  Mr.  W.  Baguley  securing  nine  on 
Friday  afternoon  from  the  Mnskham  water,  spinning  a 
natural  bait.  A surprise  was  in  store  for  the  Newark 
Piseatorials  in  the  return  contest  with  the  Wellington 
Angling  Association,  at  Collingham  on  Monday,  for  Mr. 

-F-  Wallis  (of  the  latter  society),  landed  three  barbel 
weighing  over  91b.,  with  gentles,  and  virtually  won  the 
match,  for  in  addition  he  bagged  about  a score  of  dace, 
his  weight  alone  exceeding  the  101b.  caught  by  the 
Nevark  half-dozen. — Trentsider. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — We  are  still  keeping  up 
our  average,  and  I am  pleased  to  record  some  fairly 
good  sport.  Messrs.  Shultz,  one  jack,  3|lb.  ; Miller,  one 
jack,  51b. ; Woodland,  one  jack,  51b.,  31b.  roach  ; Arnold, 
101b.  roach  ; Cameron,  Gib.  roach ; Thurston,  51b.  roach  ; 
Gordon,  5Jlb.  roach;  Leadbeater,  one  bream,  31b.,  3Jlb. 
roach;  Johnson,  71b.  roach;  Parker,  41b.  roach;  Oakes, 
31b.  roach;  Plat,  one  jack,  Gib.,  31b.  roach;  Needham, 
71b.  roach;  Coape,  Gib.  roach;  Sleigh,  4Jlb.  roach; 
Seaman,  71b.  roach. — John  Warner. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Jack  fishing  here  is  really  jack 
fishing  just  now.  The  following  have  nearly  all  been 
s^a£es  : Mr.  J.  Henderson,  three  jack, 
lljlb. ; Mr.  Taylor,  five  jack  (one  81b. j;  Mr.  Wake,  five 
jack,  291b.  ; Mr.  Beach,  two  jack,  GJlb. ; Mr.  Black,  one 
jack,  4ilb. ,;  Mr.  C.  Smith,  one  jack  and  one  eel;  Mr. 
Borne,  14Jlb.  bream  (float  ledgering).  There  have  also 
been  a few  nice-sized  perch  taken.  Several  good  takes 
have  been  made  by  visitors  whose  names  I know,  but 
they  do  not  wish  them  published. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — Anglers  are  re- 
ported to  be  doing  pretty  well  on  the  Fossdyke  and  the 
water  about  Lincoln,  chiefly  among  roach,  which  are  now 
in  good  condition.  The  water  of  the  Fossdyke  is  still 
very  clear  and  wants  rain.  Below  Lincoln  on  the  river 
they  are  stated  to  have  done  fairly  well  on  baited  swims, 
but  everyone  admits  that  the  favourite  places  have  been 
overfished  The  same  applies  to  many  places  where  the 
fashing  is  tree  on  the  drains  about  Boston,  but  on  the 
reserved  waters  and  odd  spots  on  the  free  waters,  some 
good  bags  have  been  made  where  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  swims.  Now  and  again  I hoar  of  even  big 
takes— -201b.  or  301b.  where  shoals  of  broam  have  been 
met  with.  Roach  and  perch  are  also  to  the  front.  Pike 
fishing  is  improving,  but  not  much  attention  is  given 
them  because  of  weeds  in  the  river. — Luci. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgli-on  Sea — Capital  sport  along  shore  is 
still  being  experienced  by  various  gentlemen  and  a few 
ladies  with  “butt  lines;”  whilst  “tipple-tow”  and 
“ chop-stick  ” fishing  from  small  boats  in  the  bay  and 
noble  Itiver  “ Aide  ” (which  latter  runs  parallel  to,  and 
nearly  joins  tho  sea  immediately  south  of  the  town  in 
the  valo  of  “ Slaughden  ")  also  yields  excellent  results 
in  good  takes  of  codling,  whiting,  flat  fish,  bass,  and 
some  very  fino  eels.  On  Wednesday  the  coxswain  of 
onr  life-boat,  gallant  “ Jim  Cable,”  long-lino  fishing  off 
Aldehurgh,  hauled  seven  score  and  a half  (150)  nice 
cod  fish ! With  fine  weather  fishing  and  angling 
prospects  are  decidedly  more  promising  this  week.— 
G.  A.  W.— [Onr  correspondent  Mr.  G.  A.  Whistler,  of 
Waveney  House,  Aldeburgh,  will  gladly  give  every  in- 
formation to  intending  visitors  on  application.] 

Brighton. — The  weather  has  been  most  favourable 
for  sea  anglers  during  tho  past  week,  and  at  timo  of 
writing  is  as  calm  as  a mill  pond.  Numbers  of  boats  arc 
off  daily.  Mr.  Collingham  and  party  took  over  ninety 
flat  fish  and  about  a score  of  gurnard  the  other  day, 
besides  a few  red  mullet,  bream,  and  dog  fish. — H. 

Deal. — Oct.  11,  local  boats  brought  in  from  2i  to  5 
score  whiting,  &c.  Oct.  12,  Mr.  White,  4 score,  and 
MossrH.  Muggeridge  and  Colins,  7£  score  whiting  and 
other  fish.  Oct.  13,  Mr.  G.  E.  Clarke,  out  with  J.  Cook, 
brought  in  137  silver  whiting  and  other  fish  the  result  of 
throe  hours’  fishing ; Messrs.  White  and  F.  Baker 
brought  in  200  whiting  ; Mr.  B.  J.  Symond,  with  Henry 
Norris,  8£  score  silver  whiting,  half  score  various  • 
Messrs.  Colins  and  Muggeridge,  out  with  their  old 
boatman  Duke,  took  30  codling,  2 score  whiting,  and  1 
score  whiting  pout;  Master  Ball,  out  with  Tom  Norris, 
brought  in  3 score  whiting,  &c.  All  local  boats  doing 
fairly  well.  Oct.  14,  entire  change  of  weather,  blowing 
hard  from  the  north,  too  much  sea  and  wind  for  small 
boats  ; however,  Mr.  Close  and  Mr.  Gibson  showed  their 
pluck  to  face  it  by  taking  one  of  the  galley  punts  with 
their  old  boatman,  Baker,  in  charge,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  water  being  as  thick  as  mud  they  captured  5 
score  whiting.  Oct.  lo.  still  blowing,  and  too  much  sea 
for  small  boats.  Oct.  16,  still  the  same.  Wednesday 
morning,  Oct.  17,  wind  changed  again  to  the  west;  water 
like  a splendid  mill  pond.  Should  this  weather  continue 
anglers  may  anticipate  capital  sport. — Edward  Hanger 
(Agent,  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society). 

Dublin. — Sea  fishing  not  so  good  this  week.  Weather 
very  severe,  consequently  hand  lines  are  scarce.  Boats 
are  out  about  Howth,  Greystones,  &c.,  but  hauls  are 
limited. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — We  are  having  a continuance 
of  good  sport.  Whiting  and  whiting  pollack  are  very 
abundant  ; good  catches  are  made  of  the  former,  and,  as 
to  the  latter,  seven  were  taken  the  other  day  which 
averaged  over  101b.  each.  Cod  are  also  very  plentiful 
up  to  over  201b.  ; and  we  have  a fair  supply  of  bass, 
mullet,  and  salmon  in  the  harbour. — H. 

Great  Yarmouth.. — Fishing  was  out  of  the  question 
on  Monday,  on  account  of  the  heavy  wind  from  the 
north,  but  the  wind  brought  fish  with  it.  I had,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  four  fish  off  the  pier  which  scaled  91b. 
On  Wednesday  some  good  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  Sander- 
son had  one  fish  51b.,  and  one  31b. ; Mr.  Ayers  had  one 
61b.,  and  one  3Jlb.  Mr.  Walkden  had  some  good  fish 
also.  There  are  several  good  fish  reported  on  the  jetty, 
and  I have  received  good  accounts  of  the  fishing  at 
Gorleston.— H.  Salinger. 

Basting's. — We  are  having  fine  sport  here  just  now. 
Fish  are  very  plentiful,  especially  wfliting.  Some  good 
takes  of  the  latter  have  been  made  during  the  past, 
week.  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  Gaiety  Restaurant,  out  with 
a party  of  friends  on  Thursday  week,  took  215  whiting 
and  a large  quantity  of  plaice  and  dabs.  I was  out 
with  two  friends  on  the  Friday  for  three  hours,  and 
secured  240  whiting  and  a few  dabs.  In  both  cases  the 
boatman  was  Sam  Philcox,  and  one  could  not  wish  for 
a more  reasonable  or  proficient  attendant.  He  enters 
thoroughly  into  the  sport,  and  above  all  knows 
the  spots.  Anyone  would  do  well  to  run  down 
for  a day.  On  receipt  of  a line  I could  arrange 
with  Philcox  to  have  boat  and  bait  ready.  Mr. 
Webb,  of  Battle,  has  the  best  record  for  the  week.  He 
has  been  out  three  times  with  unvarying  success.  260 
large  whiting  and  six  gurnard  is  not  a bad  score,  single- 
handed  ! Excellent  sport  is  to  be  had  now  on  both  piers. 

A London  angler  took  back  among  his  catch  from  the 
Hastings  pier  on  Monday  a 21b.  sole  and  a codling  of 
3£lb.  Lug  is  the  most  successful  bait.  The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 

— Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth.. — A smooth  water,  wind  blowing  off  the 
land,  has  kept  our  bay  and  harbour  like  a mill  pond,  and 
the  consequence  is  the  most  delicate  stomachs  have  been 
enabled  to  enjoy  fishing  in  the  boats.  We  have  had  an 
unusual  quantity  of  large  pouting  taken  in  the  well- 
known  pit  off  the  ladies’  bathing  place.  The  proper 
marks  are  to  get  the  Smeaton  tower  on  the  top  of  the 
Hoe,  just  clear  to  the  westward  of  the  white  diamond 
patch  on  the  rocks  at  the  ladies’  bathing  place,  and  then 
pull  out  towards  the  Fast  Winter  Buoy  until  you  get 
the  chimney  of  the  Victualling  Yard  between  the  first 
and  second  battlements  of  the  Long  Boom  battery  ; these 
cross  bearings  give  you  exactly  the  spot.  Closer  in 
shore  you  can  get  some  very  fine  conger  at  the  bottom, 
and  pollack  on  the  surface  ; and  if  you  get  hard  up  for 
bait  there  are  plenty  of  squid  to  bo  caught  at  the  ground  ; 
a friend  of  mine  had  several  last  week. — William 
Heartier. 

Fortmag'ee.— Sport  continues  good.  Largo  hampers 
of  whiting,  gurnard,  bream,  &c.,  have  boen  had  by 
anglers  during  the  past  week.  The  best  time  for  sea 
angling  here  at  present  appears  to  be  from  3 p.m.  until 


dusk.  Large  shoals  of  scad  have  appeared  in  the 
harbour,  but  anglers  have  not  had  much  sport  among 
them. — T.  J.  D. 

Scarborough. — Boat  anglers  have  been  having 
excellent  sport.  Mr.  Wm.  Jones  wont  off  the  other  day 
with  a friend,  and  after  a good  catch  of  dabs  in  the  bay 
rowed  on  to  Cayton  Bay  and  drifted  back  to  the  castle, 
making  a splendid  catch  of  whiting,  haddocks,  and 
gurnard,  in  all  over  1001b.  in  weight  of  fish.  Bock  cod 
aro  also  fairly  plentiful,  more  especially  off  Bod  Cliff, 
and  some  good  catches  of  billet  are  being  made  by  pier 
anglers,  and  by  boat  angling  off  Glougbton  Wyke.  We 
are  getting  up  a fishery  exhibition  to  be  held  next 
year. — H. 

Southsea  and  District. — From  the  boats  good 
fishing  has  been  had.  Pout  are  well  on,  good  takes  being 
tho  rule  when  tried  for,  amongst  them  a few  mackerel 
on  the  bottom.  The  whiting  are  now  so  plentiful  that 
most  boats  go  for  them.  Off  Byde,  near  the  buoy  of  the 
Middle  good  takes  are  now  being  had,  as  many  as  twenty 
dozen  per  boat,  fifty  or  sixty  boats  going  each  day,  as 
the  weather  has  been  fine.  Pier  fishing  quiet.  Baits 
used — fresh  herring,  smelts,  lugworm,  <fcc. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Tenby. — We  have  had  an  exceptionally  good  season 
for  mackerel,  which  are  still  being  taken.  Other  fish 
have  been  scarce.  A few  large  bass  were  taken  a few 
days  ago. — H. 

Valentia. — Pollack  anglers  have  had  capital  sport. 
Bottom  fishers  have  not  been  out  in  anything  like  their 
usual  numbers  at  this  season,  but  splendid  sport  has 
been  the  rule  among  those  that  went  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Pollacking  has  shown  much  improve- 
ment, and  several  local  anglers  have  had  from  thirty  to 
forty  fish  daily.  Bottom  fishers  did  very  well  at  gurnard 
and  whiting  at  the  Hog  Head  on  Saturday  and  Monday, 
the  best  take  recorded  being  270  fish  taken  by  Messrs. 
S.  A.  Huggard  and  S.  T.  Haggard  on  Saturday.  Bock 
fishers  continue  to  have  excellent  sport  at  wrasse  and 
black  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk. — The  recent  light  rains  have  not 
materially  improved  the  condition  of  this  river,  which  is 
still  running  very  small.  The  present  salmon  season  is 
regarded  as  the  greatest  failure  for  many  years,  and,  as 
the  fishing  closes  at  the  end  of  this  month,  there  is  now 
little  time  for  recovery.  The  show  of  salmon  in  tho 
pools  is  a very  fine  one,  as,  the  water  being  clear  in  many 
of  them,  the  fish  can  be  plainly  seen  in  great  numbers. 
In  one  ordinary  pool  in  Canonbie  water  forty-four 
salmon  have  been  seen  disporting  themselves,  besides  a 
number  of  splendid  sea  trout  and  smaller  fish ; and  in 
such  famous  pools  as  the  Willow  and  Cauldron,  at  the 
head  of  the  Double  water,  and  some  of  the  Netherby, 
Longtown,  and  Metal  Bridge  pools,  the  numbers  are, 
of  course,  very  much  greater,  so  much  so  that  counting 
the  fish  is  an  impossibility.  The  river  has  been  so  low 
for  such  a length  of  time  that  it  may  be  a matter  of 
calculation  how  much  longer  the  drought  would  have  to 
continue  ere  the  streams  almost  entirely  vanished. 
There  is  only  one  catch  of  note  this  week  to  record.  On 
Saturday  Master  W.  Little,  Stubbholm,  fishing  in  the 
Island  pool,  hooked  a salmon,  and,  after  an  exciting  run 
of  fifty  minutes  among  the  rocks  and  through  the  bushes, 
succeeded  in  landing  it,  a fine  kipper  fish  of  131b. — G. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — Not  for  a quarter 
of  a century  has  the  Dee  been  so  low  as  it  was  on 
Saturday  last.  Many  of  the  fresh  run  fish  bear  marks 
on  their  under  parts  of  pushing  over  the  shallows  and 
fords  from  evident  stranding  on  the  gravel  banks.  A 
change  set  in  on  Sunday  night,  when  the  heavy  showers 
and  stiff  north-wester  brought  away  tho  river  some 
three  inches  or  so,  and  fish  began  to  move,  and  since 
Monday  sport  has  been  keen  on  most  of  the  sections. 
On  the  Carlogie  water  Admiral  the  Hon.  Vernon 
Montagu  creeled  two  fine  fish  of  161b.  and  81b. ; since 
then  the  same  angler  has  had  some  sport  on  the  Cairnton 
water.  On  the  Carlogie  water,  on  Tuesday,  the  Master 
of  Sempil  and  Captain  the  Hon.  Douglas  Sempil  had  two 
of  61b.  and  121b.  On  the  Borrowstone  water  Captain 
Alexander  had  one  of  121b. ; Mr.  Jennings,  two 
of  71b.  and  51b.  ; and  Morrison,  gillie,  one  of 
91b.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water  Mr.  Tapper 
landed  a fine  fish  of  171b.  on  Monday.  On  the- 
Sluie  water  Mr.  Williams  had  one  of  91b.  On  the 
Woodend  water  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  had  two  of 
81b.  and  91b. ; while  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party  had 
several  on  the  Blackhall  Castle  water  scaling  from  81b. 
to  161b.  On  the  Inchmarlo  section  Mr.  Duncan  David- 
son and  keeper  landed  twelve  fish  during  the  past 
eight  days  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b.  On  the  Kenneskie- 
water  Mr.  Teacher  Montague  and  party  creeled  seven 
fish  during  the  past  five  days,  weighing  from  61b.  to 
191b.,  and  on  the  Lower  Crathes  section  Capt.  Ashton 
had  two  of  111b.  and  181b.  respectively.  On  the  Drum 
water  Mr.  Chalmers  had  three  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
last  of  121b.,  141b.,  and  141b.  On  the  Maryculter  sec- 
tion Mr.  Duff-Gordon  creeled  several  scaling  from  61b. 
to  lGJlb. , all  to  the  fly.  On  the  Heathcot’s  Hydro  water 
Mr.  A.  C.  Garnett  creeled  two  beauties  on  Saturday  of 
161b.  and  81b.  fresh  run.  Although  the  rise  in  the  river 
is  but  -slight  the  run  of  salmon  from  the  tidal  basin 
which  set  in  on  Sunday  has  been  quite  phenomenal.  Old 
Mr.  Craig,  the  manager  of  Rutherstone  fishings,  never 
saw  anything  to  equal  it  in  all  his  experience.  This 
has  given  a fresh  impetus  to  the  back  end,  but  the  time 
on  hand  is  now  too  limited  to  make  much  of  it  bofore 
the  close. — Dkesider. 

Soutli  of  Scotland. — There  is  still  no  change  in 
the  stato  of  tho  rivers  in  this  part  of  the  oountry.  In 
the  Annan  bait  fishing  closed  on  Monday.  On  that  day 
Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  killod  one  salmon  of  91b.,  and  on  Friday 
ho  had  one  of  17£lb.,  both  caught  with  worm.  I loam 
that  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Q.C.,  the  inemberfortho  Dumfrioa 
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District  of  the  Burghs,  has  informed  a friend  that  the 
Government  intend  shortly  to  appoint  a Royal  Commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  Solway. 
There  is  every  probability  that  the  laws  as  to  the  weekly 
close  on  each  side  of  the  Firth  will  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  commissioners. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Little  was  done  last  week  at  the  fishing, 
which  closed  for  the  season  on  Monday.  On  the  Aber- 
lour  House  water,  on  Friday,  a grilse  of  lilb.  was  killed 
by  Mr.  McKenzie’s  fisherman  ; and  on  the  Glengrant 
water,  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  171b.,  by  Major  Grant, 
Glengrant ; who  had  also  two  on  this  day  week  of  181b. 
and  71b. ; while  Mr.  McKessack,  Ardgye,  fishing  along 
with  him,  had  one  of  201b. ; Mrs.  Grant  had  also  one  of 
71b.  on  Wednesday  ; and  Mr.  Grant,  Grant  Arms  Hotel, 
Rothes,  one  of  101b.  In  addition  to  the  heavy  fish 
killed  during  the  season  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond  s 
water,  Colonel  Horne  had  one  of  391b;  Earl  of  March, 
another  two  of  361b.  and  321b.  ; and  Sir  I.  Gladstone, 
one  of  311b.  The  Duke  and  his  daughters— Ladies 
Caroline  and  Evelyn  Gordon-Lennox — also  showed  excel- 
lent results.  From  the  Pitcroy  water,  105  fish  were 
landed  during  the  season,  the  heaviest  being  one  of 
221b— J.  M. 

Tweed. — Angling  prospects  are  as  bad  as  ever,  and 
it  seems  as  if  the  back-end  fishings  were  not  to  have  a 
beginning  at  all.  The  Teviot  has  only  been  raised  a few 
inches,  and  this  has  done  no  good  so  far  as  letting  fish 
run  up  to  the  upper  angling  waters.  A good  many  sea 
trout  and  other  small  fish  are  in  the  river,  and  a few 
salmon  have  forced  themselves  up  the  river  a good  bit. 
On  the  Rutherford  water  Mr.  W.  V.  Hamilton  has  had 
a salmon  of  161b.  and  a grilse ; on  the  Birgham  water 
Lord  Dunglass  killed  one  salmon  ; on  the  Carham  water 
one  or  two  grilse  have  been  got  by  Mr.  Oswald  Smith 
and  Mr.  Scrocold,  and  Mr.  A.  N.  Gil  bey  had  a bull  trout 
of  61b.  The  weather  is  fine  and  mild,  with  the  wind  in 
the  west,  the  glass  high,  and  no  appearance  of  any 
chance  to  cause  a flood  at  present. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Coppal  Lake. — Sport  has  been  fair,  but  it  has  been 
confined  to  bank  anglers,  no  boats  having  gone  out. 
White  trout  and  brown  trout  are  very  numerous,  and  as 
the  season  closed  on  the  15th  inst.,  a large  stock  of  those 
fish  are  left  for  breeding  purposes.  Salmon  appear  to  be 
scarce  however. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane,  co.  Kerry.  — Sport  has  shown 
much  improvement  towards  the  close  of  the  season. 
Captain  Hurley,  on  Friday,  had  a salmon  8|lb.  and  a 
few  good  trout,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Hunt  had  a 
dozen  good  trout. — -T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollan  fisheries  are  pretty 
steady,  and  the  eel  fishers  are  effecting  good  takes.  At 
the  autumn  petty  sessions  last  Friday  a,  number  of 
persons  were  fined  in  10s.  per  fish  for  having  unseason- 
able trout  in  their  possession.  At  this  rate  Thomas 
McKeen  was  fined  in  A 5 1 ; Matilda  Campbell,  .1130  ; 
John  Mulholland,  ,£10 ; and  William  Dunn,  £47  ; total, 
£141— J.  A.  B.  „ 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  well  up  to  the  average  on  Cummeravanig, 
Drenane,  and  Coomavoher,  but  on  the  other  smaller 
lakes  nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done.— T.  J.  D. 

North-Last  Ulster  Rivers. — Some  rain  fell  last 
week,  which  put  the  rivers  into  better  form,  but,  except 
on  the  Bann,  angling  is  dull.  Last  week  a number  of 
farmers  were  fined  from  5s.  to  20s.  in  various  parts  for 
allowing  flax  water  to  flow  into  rivers. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — Yet 
another  week  of  disappointment  on  the  beautiful  river. 
There  is,  however,  a splendid  supply  of  salmon  in  the 
various  pools,  but  the  water  has  continued  to  fall  to  such 
a pitch  as  to  render  sport  an  impossibility.  The  only 
captures  made  during  the  week  were  two  salmon  of  101b. 
each  and  one  of  191b.  ; the  former  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Whitcroft,  Bolton,  Lancashire,  and  the  latter  by  Major 
Colville,  Rifle  Brigade.  It  looks  as  though  we  are  going 
to  have  a change  to  rain  ; should  it  come  and  raise  the 
water  a few  inches,  anglers  would  indeed  have  reason  to 
rejoice. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


ESSEX  & KENT  STREETS.  BIRMINGHAM* 


ANGLERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

The  delegates  met  on  Monday  last,  the  15th  inst. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  presided.  The  secretary  read  the 
minutes  of  the  last  delegate  meeting  and  also  those  of 
the  General  Committee,  and  Mr.  R.  Murphy  the  report 
of  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee.  Mr. 
Murphy  proposed,  and  Mr.  Manning  seconded,  a pro- 
position that  the  Lea  Conservancy  should  be  asked  to 
prosecute  five  men  for  illegal  fishing  in  the  Lea,  and  a 
deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  conservancy  in 
regard  thereto.  The  visiting  officers  reported  as 
follows  : Mr.  Manning  had  a very  first-class  reception 
at  the  Hearts  of  Oak,  where  twenty  clubs  were  repre- 
sented in  large  numbers.  Mr.  Thorling,  on  Sept.  27,  also 
had  an  excellent  reception  at  the  Amicable  Waltonians, 
twenty-one  clubs  had  delegates  present.  His  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  City  of  London  Angling  Society  on 
Monday  next.  Mr.  Harrison  on  the  11th  inst.  paid  a visit  to 
the  Westminster  Angling  Society,  where  members  from 
fifteen  clubs  were  present,  and  16s.  9d.  was  collected 
from  the  A.B.  box.  The  association  received  with  much 
regret  the  resignation  of  Mr.  F.  Castell,  an  old  member 
of  the  General  Committee.  A discussion  ensued  as  to 
the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  appointing  a successor 
until  the  next  delegate  meeting,  Mr.  Close  being  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  wait,  but  as  a 
result  of  the  discussion  Mr.  Norris  was  unanimously 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  a vote  of  thanks 
passed  to  Mr.  Castell  for  past  services.  A member 
of  one  of  the  associated  clubs,  having  been  reported 
for  retaining  undersized  jack,  appeared  in  response 
to  a summons  from  the  association,  and  explained 
that  he  had  been  gorge  fishing,  and  had  to  injure 
the  fish  in  the  extraction  of  the  hooks.  The  meeting  de- 
cided that  he  ought  under  no  circumstances  to  have  kept 
the  fish,  and  the  secretary  stated  that  in  future  any 
member  who  might  catch  an  unsizeable  fish  which  had 
gorged  the  hook  must  cut  either  gimp  or  gut,  and  not 
attempt  to  disgorge  the  hook,  and  replace  the  fish  in  the 
water,  as  in  all  probability  it  would  live.  Mr.  Malby 
reported  that  the  water  at  Langford  Mill  will  shortly  be 
drawn  ; the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  were 
directed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect  our  fish. 
A circular  addressed  to  the  association  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  re  the  Izaak  Walton  Memorial  Window  to  be 
erected  in  St.  Dunstan’s  Church,  was  read  to  the  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Howard  (who  was  present)  stated  that  any 
surplus  would  be  handed  over  to  the  Anglers’  Benevo- 
lent Fund.  Some  discussion  ensued,  initiated  by  Mr. 
Close,  who  thought  it  would  be  preferable  to  arrange  for 
a bed  at  one  of  our  hospitals.  He  was,  however, 
reminded  that  at  the  Tercentenary  Dinner  it  had 
been  decided  to  adopt  the  proposition  for  a window, 
and  ultimately,  on  the  proposition  of  Messrs.  Manning 
and  Parker,  it  was  decided  to  give  five  guineas  from 
the  funds  of  the  association.  Mr.  Hammerton,  of  the 
White  Hart  Angling  Society,  reported  that  he  and  a 
friend  had  fished  in  the  stretch  of  water  on  the  Stort 
claimed  by  Mr.  Davis,  after  giving  due  notice  of  his 
intention  to  do  so  ; the  local  lock-keeper  warned  the  0 
off,  but  they  stuck  to  their  posts.  There  are  also  some 
notice-boards  on  the  opposite  side  to  the  towing  path  ; 
these  did  not,  however,  frighten  them  or  the  associa- 
tions’ two  bailiffs  who  accompanied  them.  Fifty  clubs 
were  represented.  The  ordinary  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  brought  the  meeting  to  a close.  — Hon. 
Reporter.  __ 


Irpoxts  from  dubs 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  will  take 
place  at  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  22.  As  Mr.  Chambers  has 
given  his  services  so  frequently  to  make  other  meetings 
a success,  I hope  the  clubs  on  the  list  and  in  his  district 
will  give  him  their  support,  as  this  is  his  first  return 
visit.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
16s.  9d.  from  the  Westminster,  and  4s.  8jd.  from  Ye 
Olde  Three  Colts  Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation 
boxes.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  Oct.  26,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  Competition. 
(Oct.  28). — The  usual  meeting  took  place  on  Oct. 
18th,  C.  J.  Carter  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Reade  in 
the  vice.  Very  nearly  the  whole  of  the  committee  was 
present.  I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  follow- 
ing prizes:  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  Esq.,  £1  Is.;  Messrs. 
Dunhill,  East  Indian  cane  rod,  value  21s.  ; Messrs. 
Haig,  distillers,  Tower  Hill,  a prize ; Mr.  Poole, 
tackle  manufacturers,  Broadwall,  Blackfriars,  a nice 
bronze  winch,  check  action,  prepared  jack  line,  and 
some  of  his  special  hooks,  which  were  admired  by 
our  committee;  we  also  received  a prize,  viz.,  hook- 
book,  from  Mr.  Williams,  Queen-street,  Holborn ; 
a clock  from  Prince  Arthur ; two  lamps  from 
Messrs.  Jennings,  Birmingham  and  Engleston  ; Prince 
of  Wales,  a silver  tea  service ; G.  H.  Howard, 
two  prizes,  viz.,  book  value  15s.,  and  landing 
net  handle  and  tackle  case  ; Mr.  Roser,  fly  rod ; Mr. 
Norris,  tackle  case ; Queen’s  Piscatorials,  pair  vases. 
All  the  prizes  will  appear  in  next  week’s  issue.  I beg 
to  thank  all  the  various  prize  donors.  All  the  com- 
mittee are  to  be  present  next  Thursday  at  7 p.m.  for 
final  business,  and  the  prizes  will  be  on  view  for  the 
inspection  of  any  brother  anglers  who  can  find  it  con- 
venient.— -B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn- fields. — On  Oct.  14  Mr.  J. 


Drew  saved  us  from  a blank.  The  next  return  visit  on 
the  Central  list  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday, 
Nov.  5.  I wish  to  remind  some  of  the  members  that  last 
Tuesday  was  the  fifth  in  this  quarter.— G.  Marriott. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Notting  Hill  Gate.— At  our  last  meeting  the  delegates 
gave  in  their  report  from  the  Anglers’  Association.  Our 
roving  match  will  again  take  place  on  Oct.  21.  IVIr.  A. 
Carey  saved  us  from  a blank  on  Oct.  14,  with  roach. 
The  A.B.  Competition  of  the  28th  inst.  is  now  close  upon 
us  • tickets,  Is.  each,  and  may  be  obtained  from  B. 
Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  Members 
of  the  Anglers’  or  Central  Associations  can  be  supplied 
with  the  competition  tickets.— B.  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 
Oct  14  we  were  saved  from  a blank  by  Mr.  Harris,  who 
weighed-in  a nice  jack.  I would  remind  all  members 
that  the  A.B.  Competition  takes  place  at  Windsor  on 
Oct.  28,  for  which  I have  a good  supply  of  tickets. 

F.  G.  Hutchins.  _ . , o 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Gos  well-road.— Not  many 
fish  were  weighed-in  on  Oct  14,  but  some  good  takes 
were  booked  to  Mr.  Lattimore  with  roach ; Mr.  Coney- 
beare,  roach ; Mr.  Lambarth,  roach  and  dace ; Mr. 
Hutchings,  dace.  Will  brother  anglers  please  take  note 
of  the  visit  to  the  above,  which  takes  place  on  Monday, 
Oct.  29?  For  the  benefit  of  brothers  of  the  rod,  who 
have  not  visited  us  before,  the  street  is  opposite 
Foresters’  Hall,  and  not  more  than  five  or  six  seconds 
walk  from  the  hall.  I hope  we  shall  have  a good 
muster. — G.  Merry.  . . 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society— Several 
members  out  on  the  14th  at  Pulborough  in  our  competi- 
tion but  they  were  not  very  successful,  only  two  prizes 
being  taken,  Mr.  Bedford,  first,  and  Mr  Grant,  second. 
The  three  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  Mst ; 
go  where  you  please.  I beg  to  remind  the  special  com- 
mittee that  a meeting  takes  place  at  the  clubhouse  on 
Oct  21  at  8.30.  We  have  special  business  on  next  Wed- 
nesday (held  over  from  last  meeting),  when  I should  like 
to  see  members  in  their  places.  -W.  T.  Barratt. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth.— Will  members  attend 
our  next  meeting  to  fix  date  and  also  place  for  our  next 
outing  for  prizes,  and  also  bring  with  them  some  of  their 
arrears  ? Our  match  at  Datchet  proved  satisfactory  to 
all,  each  member  having  fish,  the  winners  being,  H. 
Scutt,  first;  J.  H.  Tucker,  second;  A.  Dickey,  third; 
W.  Ilsley,  fourth.  Mr.  H.  Cornish  was  elected  a work- 
ing member.  The  members  who  have  promised  to  attend 
the  Hoxton  Brothers,  please  meet  at  the  Woolpack  on 
Monday,  22nd  inst.,  at  8 p.m.  sharp.— J.  H.  Tucker. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  14th.  There  was  scarcely  101b.  of  fish 
weighed-in.  On  Monday,  the  22nd.,  the  members  of  the 
above  intend  going  over  in  iull  force  to  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  on  the  occasion  of  their  Anglers  Benevolent 
Concert ; Host  G.  H.  Shepherd  is  to  fill  the  chair,  and 
will  be  most  ably  supported  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Clarke.  Mr. 
Shepherd  has  offered  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
members  of  any  society  in  the  neighbourhood  who 
would  like  to  accompany  us  there  and  back,  free  of 
charge,  as  many  four-horse  brakes  as  they  can  fill,  the 
only  stipulation  being  that  the  secretaries  of  societies 
whose  members  intend  going  will  send  in  to  A.  Conn  the 
number  of  certain  starters  so  that  Mr.  Shepherd  may 
know  how  many  brakes  to  provide.  Alp.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  the  following  gentle- 
men have  weighed  in  : Mr.  Whiley  bream  and  roach, 
two  roach  going  31b.  4oz.  combined  weight ; Mr.  Holden 
bream.  We  fish  our  October  series  of  prizes  at  Windsor 
on  Oct.  20.  Mr.  Whiley  referee  and  starter.  Will 
members  attend  in  force  at  clubhouse  on  Monday, 
Oct.  22,  at  8 p.m.  sharp? — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.— On  Oct. 
14,  Messrs.  Rich  and  Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  bream. 
On  Wednesday  Messrs.  Calicut  and  Warren  were  elected 
auditors  for  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  24. — A.  Wilshaw. 

“ Brothers  Well  Met  ” Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Ed  ward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N.— 
Our  Sunday  Medal  and  other  prizes,  which  originally 
were  to  have  been  competed  for  on  Sept.  30,  were  fished 
for  on  Oct.  14.  The  medal  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Green- 
field, whilst  Mr.  H.  Canton  secured  second  prize.  The 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  prizes  were  won  by  Mr.  G.  Clark, 
Mr.  C.  Smith,  and  Mr.  F.  Maynard  in  the  order  named. 
The  Wednesday  Medal,  fished  for  on  the  3rd  inst.,  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  C.  Smith  ; second  and  third  were  taken 
by  Mr.  H.  Canton  and  Mr.  H.  Bass  respectively.— T.  W. 
Cook.  „ . . 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  followiag  mem- 
bers have  weighed-in:  Messrs.  J.  Watkins,  roach  and 
dace ; A.  Thompson,  roach  and  bream  ; J . Thompson, 
roach.  We  fish  for  prizes  on  the  28th  inst.  at  Borebam  ; 
roving  ; all  to  go  from  Stratford  main  by  the  6.45  on  Satur- 
day evening  ; a conveyance  will  meet  train  at  Chelmsford 
to  convey  members  to  Boreham;  knife  and  fork  tea  will  be 
provided.  I hope  some  of  our  absent  members  will 
attend  next  meeting  night  to  settle  arrears  to  enable 
them  to  fish  for  the  prizes. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — Since  our  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in : Mr.  Marshall,  roach  ; Mr. 
Aney,  roach;  Mr.  Speaight,  roach;  Mr.  Fitter,  perch 
and  roach  ; Mr.  E.  White,  perch;  Mr.  Critcher,  roach, 
one  fish  full  of  spawn — a rather  unusual  circumstance  in 
October.  We  fish  at  Cookham  on  Oct.  21  for  six  prizes. 
— E.  T.  White. 
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Campbell  United  Anglins'  Society.— Since  my 
liiHt  report  several  mem  born  have  woiphod-in,  viz., 
MoBHrH.  Hiscook,  Luke,  Piolcett,  Yealo,  Last,  and  Noall. 
I bo  roKult  oi  our  outing  wan,  (’lark,  Hisoock, 
Samson,  and  Last.  Members  aro  requested  to  remem- 
bor  the  A.  It.  (•>.  Competition  at  Windsor  on  the  28th.— 
h.  W.  Wood. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society.  On  Oct. 
•iS.  our  members  will  fish  a competition  at  Sunbury, 
when  it  is  hoped  it  will  bo  well  attondod.  On  Oot.  14, 
two  of  our  mcmbors  had  some  good  porch,  but  wore  too 
late  to  woigh-in. — J.  C. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Tbames- 
streot. — On  Oot.  1 1 Mr.  Sharploss  weighod-in  roaob, 
perch,  and  dace.  The  visit  to  us  next  Monday  (Oct.  22) 
promises  to  be  woll  attended.  Any  society  not  having 
received  notice,  kindly  accept  this  as  such. — J.  E.  C. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  Oct.  14  the  members  of  this  society  fished  for  a series 
of  prizos  at  Wraysbury,  when  only  three  members  were 
successful,  viz.,  Messrs.  A.  Bowater,  first;  H.  Moore, 
second  ; T.  Tringham,  third.  The  remaining  prizes  will 
bo  again  fished  for  at  the  same  place  on  Oct.  21  (same 
conditions).  At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  another  now  member  (Mr.  Wm.  Mallett). — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road. — On  Oct.  7 Messrs.  T.  Twyrnan  and  F.  Bourne 
weighed-in  roach,  and  F.  Hannabus  took  the  sixth  prize 
in  the  West  Drayton  match.  On  Oct.  14  Messrs.  E. 
Baxtor  and  G.  Wybrow  weighed-in  roach,  and  A.  Duncan 
took  the  seventh  prize  in  the  West  Drayton  match, 
which  still  leaves  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  On  Oct. 
21  our  second  private  prize  match  will  take  place  at 
Henley,  roving  from  Marsh  Lock  to  Hambledon  Lock  ; 
go  down  by  the  9.3  train  from  Westbourne  Park  ; two 
rods ; all  fish  to  weigh  bar  pope  and  minnow.  All 
members  to  catch  their  own  live  bait ; to  register  names 
in  the  morning  at  the  Wheatsheaf  Hotel,  and  to  register 
their  fish  at  same  place  not  later  than  7 o’clock. — T. 
Twvban. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
No  prizes  were  taken  in  our  match  at  Rye  House  on 
Oct.  14,  so  they  will  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  4 (roving). 
Members  to  go  where  they  like,  and  weigh-in  at  night 
at  the  clubhouse. — T.  Ross. 

Ralston  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  14th  inst.  a few  of 
the  members  were  out,  but  sport  was  very  indifferent. 
The  only  gentlemen  who  weighed  in  were  Messrs. 
Poore,  Robinson,  and  Parram,  who  had  a nice  lot  of 
roach,  dace,  bream,  and  perch.  On  Tuesday,  the  16th, 
it  was  decided  that  the  Christmas  prizes  should  be 
competed  for  on  Nov.  4.  Full  particulars  to  be  obtained 
at  the  clubhouse. — S.  Malby. 

Ragle  Angling  Society. — Some  fair  sport  has  been 
bad  during  the  past  fortnight.  Messrs.  Day,  Ashmore, 
.Dunford,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  G.  Baynton,  roach,  from 
the  Lea,  the  two  heaviest  fish  weighing  lib.  7jOz. , and 
11b.  6joz.  Mr.  Collier  had  a good  take  of  jack  on  Tues- 
day last,  25th.  A most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  11,  thirty-six  members  and  friends  sit- 
ting down  to  an  excellent  spread  provided  in  capital 
style  by  Host  Collier,  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder  occupying  the 
-chair  in  his  old  and  pleasing  manner,  the  vice  being 
taken  in  fine  form  by  Mr.  C.  Ashmore.  Some  first-class 
songs  were  sung  by  Messrs.  Gurney,  Russell,  C.  Ash- 
more, M.  Feachem,  Frank  Gray,  M.  Grant,  R.  J.  Frank, 
E.  T.  Elder,  and  our  old  friend  Berry,  the  room  being 
crowded.  A committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
next,  Oct.  23— J G.  Dyer. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — On  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Wilkes  won 
Mr  Claydon’s  prize,  weighing-in  61b.  9oz.  of  roach. 
Messrs.  Kellick,  Phesay,  and  others  weighed-in  roach  ; 
Mr.  Knight,  barbel ; Mr.  Warwick,  jack.  On  Wednes- 
day, Messrs.  Claridge,  Tuck,  and  Warwick  had  a nice 
show  of  roach  and  dace.  On  Oct.  21,  we  fish  a pegged- 
down  match  at  Cheshunt.  Members  intending  to  com- 
pete, kindly  turn  up  in  time  to  catch  first  train  from 
Tottenham  Hale. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — The  first  reading  in 
connection  with  the  above  club  will  be  given  by  Mr.  J. 
A.  Bucknill,  the  subject  being  “ Wanderings  in  Wales.” 
It  will  take  place  on  Nov.  7 (Wednesday)  ; all  anglers 
are  cordially  invited,  F.  W.  Coles,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Eccles  has  had  good  sport  at  Tisbury,  near 
Salisbury,  with  jack  and  perch,  the  largest  jack  weighed 
■5|lb  , and  was  taken  with  a fly-rod. — J.  Jeffery. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — We  have  decided  to  fish  for 
a series  of  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  8 ; members  are 
requested  to  hand  in  their  names  at  an  early  date,  that 
arrangements  may  be  completed.  Will  those  members 
and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  let  the  secretary 
know  how  they  desire  them  to  be  competed  for.  All 
outstanding  prizes  to  be  fished  for  during  October,  same 
conditions. — Scribe. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Since  my  last  report,  we  have  had  but  small 
takes  ; the  only  fish  worthy  of  mention  being  a gudgeon 
taken  by  Mr.  Hoggett,  weight  2oz.  I hope  all  members 
will  be  present  on  Monday  next,  as  there  is  some  special 
business  to  transact. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W.— On  the  14th  inst.  only  a few  of  our 
members  met  with  success.  Messrs.  Verity,  Fowler,  W. 
Bowriug,  and  Bailey  showed  some  very  good  roach, 
dace,  and  jack.  On  the  16th  Mr.  Pask  had  a nice  show 
of  dace  from  the  Lea.  Our  delegate  from  the  associa- 
tion brought  up  his  report,  which  was  well  received. 
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Our  monthly  concerts  will  shortly  re-commenee,  and  it 
is  necessary  that  our  programme  should  be  as  complete 
as  possible  to  onsuro  success,  therefore  their  attendance 
is  most  essential. — John  Goatee y,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  — Mr.  Maybury  showed  a 
good  tray  of  roach  on  the  14th  inst.  ; Mr.  J.  Williams 
bad  one  roach  lib.  9oz.,  which  has  been  sent  to  be  cased. 

I hope  membors  will  attend  next  Tuesday  to  decide 
whore  they  will  fish  off  their  Christmas  prizes.  I wish 
to  draw  the  attention  of  all  members  and  friends  to  the 
notice  of  the  benefit  concert  coming  off  at  our  clubhouse 
on  the  29th  inst.,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  G.  Huggett,  who, 
through  long  illness,  has  sadly  reduced  himself  and  his 
family.  I trust  his  friends  will  give  a hearty  support 
on  the  night. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Earl  of  Derby,  Grange- 
road  S.E.- — The  ordinary  fortnightly  meeting  was  held 
on  the  11th  inst.  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  in  the  chair.  A vote 
of  sympathy  was  passed  with  Mrs.  Hollands  and  the 
family  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  Hollands  upon  the  sad  and 
sudden  bereavement  which  they  had  recently  sustained. 
Mr.  Hollands  was  long  connected  with  the  Grange,  and 
his  death  is  much  deplored  by  every  individual 
member  of  the  society.  Mr.  E.  Wright  nominated  Mr. 
Coglan  as  an  active  member  : the  ballot  will  take  place 
at  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Wood  was  awarded  one  prize 
given  by  Mr.  Barfey  for  August,  and  Messrs.  Wood, 
Sandilands,  and  J.  H.  Rich  were  declared  the  winners 
of  the  prizos  given  for  the  match  held  at  Windsor.  Mr. 
Wood’s  catch  of  roach  scaled  61b.  9oz.  As  Mr.  Wright’s 
pair  of  boots  were  not  won,  that  gentleman  promised  to 
give  them  for  the  largest  jack  caught  from  now  to  the 
14th  March  next. — W.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford. — The  following  members  of  the 
above  club  weighed  fish  on  the  14th  : Mr.  J.  Grande, 
roach  and  dace  ; F.  Hudson,  roach  ; and  W.  Steir,  roach. 
Members  wishing  to  take  part  in  the  Windsor  compe- 
tition can  get  tickets  from  the  secretary. — G.  F. 
Weaver. 

G;resham  Angling  Society.— Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn, 
fishing  at  Brighton  last  week,  captured  a cod  weighing 
18Jlb.  on  a small  hook  and  twisted  gut.  Mr.  E.  H. 
Bramley,  fishing  in  Hertfordshire,  caught  twenty  good 
perch  (one  over  21b.)  and  two  rudd.  Members  are 
requested  to  note  that  the  train  for  Southend 
leaves  Fenchurch-street  next  Tuesday  at  9.28,  and 
not  at  the  time  named  in  last  week’s  Gazette. 
The  smoking  concert  usually  held  about  this  time  is  , 
always  worth  attending,  but  on  Tuesday  it  far  surpassed 
all  previous  occasions,  both  in  the  composition  of  the 
programme  and  the  talent  displayed,  which  delighted  a 
very  large  and  appreciative  audience.  The  arrange- 
ments were  under  the  control  of  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker  (son  of 
the  hon.  treasurer),  who,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
able  artistes,  gave  a very  excellent  concert.  Dr.  Ladell, 
who  was  in  the  chair,  opened  and  closed  the  proceedings  j 
with  some  very  appropriate  and  humorous  remarks, 
and  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  given  to  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  took  part,  and  to  the  chairman  for 
presiding. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 

Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  N.E. — At  a meeting  held  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  18,  it  was  proposed  that  Mr.  S.  Malby  be 
secretary  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Cook,  who  had  to  resign  in 
consequence  of  pressure  of  business.  On  Oct.  14  Messrs. 
Fortescue,  Leigh,  Colonel,  Fenton  had  a very  nice 
show  of  jack,  chub,  and  perch  ; largest  chub,  31b.  I 
Several  members  were  out  on  Thursday,  but  met  with 
no  success.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  on  Thurs- 
day. the  25th  inst. — S.  Malby. 

Havelock  Angling  Society.  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — 
Members  will  please  notice  that  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  23, 
will  be  quarterly  night ; also  that  we  compete  for  three 
prizes  on  Nov.  4 on  the  River  Stort,  at  Spillbrook  Lock, 
Sawbridgeworth.  The  match  to  be  roving,  one  rod  only  ; 
usual  club  conditions. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  14 
Mr.  Bagshaw,  jun.,  brought  up  four  nice  jack,  and  Mr. 
A.  Fish  a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach.  I wish  members 
would  attend  the  club  a little  more  regularly,  as  there  is 
some  important  business  to  be  disposed  of.— C.  T. 
Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  14 
Mr.  S.  Cole  weighed-in  31b.  7Joz.  dace,  and  roach  7oz.  ; 
and  F.  Newton  2jlb.  roach.  A complimentary  visit  and 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society,  will  take  place  in  our  commodious 
clubroom  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct.  22,  chairman, 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  Esq.,  treasurer  Bermondsey  Brothers 
Angling  Society  ; vice,  W.  S.  Clarke,  supported  by  a 
host  of  talented  friends.  The  company  of  anglers  and 
friends  will  be  esteemed  a favour.  Chair  taken  at  8.30. 

— R.  Ghurnet. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Clachan, 
Sherborne-lane,  King  William-street,  E.C.  — Since  my 
last  report,  the  following  fishing  reports  have  been 
made  : Mr.  Cheshire,  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  Boatwright, 
perch  and  an  eel  of  about  lib. ; and  Mr.  F.  Seyfang, 
roach  and  dace.  Several  of  our  members  were  present 
at  the  Gresham  smoker  on  the  16th  inst.,  and  spent  an 
enjoyable  evening. — F.  C.  H.  Seyfano. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddlo- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Oct.  14  Mr.  Crokor, 
roach,  saved  the  club  from  a blank.  We  met  as  usual 
on  the  16th,  Mr.  G.  Holder  in  the  chair.  In  the  match 
at  Harlow  on  Nov.  11,  all  members  to  go  by  8.10  train 
from  Hackney  Downs,  G.E.R.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  five  speoial  prizes  on  Oct.  14,  only  three 
were  taken.  The  return  visit  (No.  1 Eastorn  Distriot) 
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took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  and  was  a great 
success,  nineteen  clubs  being  represented.  Mr.  G. 
Riches  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Poole. 
Messrs.  T.  Harris  and  H.  Butt,  jun.,  officiated  at  the 
pianoforte.  Wo  were  favoured  by  a host  of  talent;  to 
give  full  particulars  of  the  songs  and  singers  would  take 
up  too  much  space.  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking, 
on  behalf  of  the  club,  the  many  friends  who  favoured  us 
with  their  company  on  this  occasion.  There  is  some 
important  business  to  be  placed  before  the  mcmbors  on 
Wednesday  evening  next ; all  members  that  can  possibly 
attend,  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
— Our  punt  competition  is  postponed  till  Nov.  4.  Our 
president  (M.  Manning)  weighed-in  on  the  17th  inst.  a 
specimen  tench  (31b.  2oz.),  which  will  be  set  up.  On  the 
14th  inst.  Mr.  Canter,  dace  ; Mr.  Mason,  dace ; and  Mr. 
F.  Newcombe,  roach  and  dace. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  14  the  follow- 
ing members  showed  fish  : Messrs.  Muscatell,  roach  and 
gudgeon  (one  roach  lib.  lloz.) ; Wallis,  jack;  Barnes, 
roach  ; More,  roach  (one  fish  lib.  5oz.) ; Briley,  roach ; 
Clark,  roach ; Richardson,  roach ; Watling,  roach ; 
Morris,  bream  ; Haytreak,  roach ; White,  chub  and 
roach ; Bowdry,  roach ; Cook,  dace.  Mr.  Ellingham 
was  unanimously  elected  a working  member.  — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — In  my  last 

week’s  report  “Horsley”  CaDal  should  have  been 
“ Worsley  ” Canal.  Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  Walter  and  T. 
White  had  a day  last  week  on  a celebrated  Cheshire 
mere.  The  two  first  had  only  indifferent  luck,  but  the 
latter  had  a very  fair  catch  of  perch  and  roach.  Mr.  G. 
Holloway  has  had  some  fine  pike  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Blackpool,  taking  during  the  week  twenty 
fish  (eight  in  one  day),  ranging  in  weight  from  101b.  to 
41b.,  all  with  live  bait.  The  sheet  of  water  from  which 
these  fish  were  got  is  little  troubled,  hence  they  came 
very  freely.  Our  Knowsley  water  is  still  fishing  very 
indifferently,  why  or  wherefore  passes  comprehension, 
as  it  has  been  most  liberally  stocked,  having  cost  us  at 
the  very  least  .£50  for  trout,  tench,  carp,  perch,  and 
bream,  and  we  are  to  shortly  have  fifty  two-year-old 
; grayling  sent  us  from  Yorkshire  to  put  in  it  as  an  experi- 
ment, the  result  of  which  will  be  most  interesting  to 
every  pisciculturist.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 
The  roving  match  on  Oct.  14  was  a great  success  and 
fished  in  splendid  weather.  The  successful  competitors 
were  : First,  T.  R.  Collinson,  sec.  ; second,  Mr.  Jones  ; 
third,  Mr.  Bright.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
the  meeting  on  Monday  next. — J.  Reynolds. 

•USildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — Two  of  our 
members,  Messrs.  Fay  and  Mason,  have  had  some  excel- 
lent sport  (fishing  in  private  water)  among  the  roach, 
tench,  and  perch,  having  about  301b.  in  all,  and  all 
specimen  fish,  also  one  jack  of  41b.,  the  roach  averaging 
lflb.  Three  of  the  tench  and  eight  roach  are  in  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Son  for  preservation.  Mr.  H. 
Stockdale,  fishing  at  Enfield  Lock  on  Saturday  last, 
had  a very  nice  roach  11b.  5Joz. — Jno.  Comber. 

New  Albion  Fiscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent  Road. — At  the  meeting  on  Thursday,  Oct.  18, 
the  objections  to  various  competitors  at  Ringwood,  on 
the  4th  inst.,  were  considered,  and  as  the  result  Mr. 
Pugh  was  declared  first  prize  winner ; Mr.  M.  C. 
Marshall,  second;  Mr.  Newbury,  third ; Mr.  Mallett, 
fourth,  and  Mr.  Mudd,  fifth.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
competition  on  Nov.  1 shall  be  confined  to  the  Thames. 
Secretary  to  engage  punts.  Arrangements  for  partners, 
&c.,  to  be  effected  next  Thursday. — A.  E.  B. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society. —On 
Oct.  14  the  following  weighed  in : Messrs.  W.  Waye, 
one  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  ; G.  Smith,  roach  and  dace  ; 
B.  Lamb,  jun.,  dace;  G.  Millwood,  roach  and  dace; 
G.  Taylor,  one  barbel,  roach,  and  dace ; W.  Moore, 
roach  and  dace  ; B.  Drawbridge,  roach  and  dace. — 
A.  Lewis. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
Bow,  E. — The  prizes  not  taken  on  Oct.  7 will  be  fished 
for  on  Oct.  21.  Members  may  fish  any  waters.  The 
three  heaviest  fish  of  any  kind  bar  jack.  No  member  to 
take  more  than  one  prize. — J.  H.  Holden. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A few  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
14tb,  the  following  were  successful  : Mr.  Hopton, 

roach;  Mr.  Vyle,  roach;  Mr.  Bell,  jack;  Mr.  Bayless, 
perch.  One  of  our  members  found  a bait  can  at  Ches- 
hunt, on  Oct.  14,  the  owner  may  have  it  by  giving  the 
description  of  the  can,  and  apply  to  the  clubhouse  on 
meeting  nights. — W.  Skeggs. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston,  Maple- 
road,  Penge. — Mr.  Menear  out  with  J.  Keene,  jun.,  on 
the  16th  at  Datchet,  was  successful  in  taking  a very 
nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  total  weight  181b., 
the  largest  chub  a splendid  specimen  of  41b.  4oz. — W.  F. 
Field. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Oxford-street,  E. — Most  of  our  members  com- 
peted for  prizes  at  Amberley  on  the  14th,  but  none  were 
taken.  It  has  been  arrangod  to  fish  again  on  the  28th  ; 
same  place  and  conditions.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Sowerbutts 
paid  us  a visit,  and  kindly  gave  a prize  to  fish  for.  1 
might  also  mention  that  the  pike  which  Mr.  Barnes,  of 
30,  Lesley-street,  Roman-road,  Barnsbury,  has  had 
under  preservation,  has  given  satisfaction  to  all  who 
have  seen  it. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Elbourn  woighod-in  a 
brace  of  jack  from  tho  Ouse;  Messrs.  Thridgould  and 
Boufflor  a nice  lot  of  roach,  dace,  and  broain  from  tho 
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Thames  ; J.  and  R.  Carr,  roach  and  dace.  On  the  16th, 
Messrs.  Harmar  and  Lake  were  unanimously  elected 
working  members.  On  Oct.  28,  there  will  be  a roving 
match  for  three  prizes,  half-guinea  each,  at  Bourne  End, 
one  rod  only  to  be  used,  all  fish  to  weigh. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  Kent-road. — Our  next  competition  will 
be  a roving  one.  Our  first  convivial  supper  takes  place 
on  Nev.  7.  All  members  and  friends  wishing  to  join  us 
will  kindly  let  me  know  by  Nov.  1.  Tickets,  2s. — F.  H. 
Mitchell. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Sport  still  con- 
tinues very  tame,  only  two  shows  being  registered  on 
Oct.  14.  There  will  be  a special  meeting  on  Monday, 
Oct.  22,  to  arrange  for  another  club  outing,  and  I hope 
members  will  show  up  early  and  strong  on  that  evening. 
— W.  B. 

Rodney  Fiscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street.  — Owing  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers’  concert  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  30,  we  have  altered 
our  S.L.U.Y.  date  to  Nov.  6,  so  as  not  to  clash 
with  them,  when  I hope  all  South  London  clubs  will 
support  us  on  that  date.  The  following  members  were 
too  late  to  weigh-in  on  the  14th  : Messrs.  J.  Wincott, 
J.  Regardso,  and  J.  Wigley. — F.  T.  Lameieton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone, 
W. — Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  Oct.  14,  but  had 
little  sport.  Mr.  Lovett  took  a few  good  roach.— R.  G. 
Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  14th  inst.  most  of 
our  members  were  out,  but  only  the  following  weighed- 
in,  viz.  : Messrs.  Webber,  Harris,  jun.,  and  Hughes, 
sen.  Last  meeting  night  we  were  very  well  attended, 
and  got  through  a deal  of  business.  Mr.  Clampitt  was 
proposed  as  an  honorary  member,  and  will  be  balloted 
for  next  meeting  night.  Members  will  oblige  by  con- 
tinuing to  put  in  an  appearance. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s. — Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Oct.  14,  but  we  had  only  a 
poor  show  of  fish;  Mr.  J.  Connolly  with  jack,  perch, 
and  roach  ; Mr.  G.  Johns  with  roach. — G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  14th  Messrs.  Big- 
nell  and  Stevens  had  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames, 
and  Messrs.  G.  Ballinger  and  W.  Austey  bream  and 
roach  from  the  Central  waters  at  Amberley  ; the  latter 
gentleman’s  largest  roach  lib.  15oz.,  which  is  being  set 
up  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Son.  No  one  who  was 
eligible  weighed-in  for  the  prize  left  over.  It  can  be 
fished  for  on  the  21st ; same  conditions  as  previously. — 
J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington.— On  Wednesday  evening  next, 
Oct.  24,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  read  a paper  on  “ Sea- 
Serpents  and  Fabulous  Fishes,”  illustrated  by  several 
large  pictures  of  “ Mythical  Aquatic  Monsters.”  In 
addition  to  our  museum  of  fine  specimens,  will  be 
exhibited  casts  of  large  perch,  and  371b. , 311b.,  and 
271b.  pike,  the  latter  one  exceeding  in  dimensions  the 
Lough  Conn  fish,  about  which  a controversy  is  going  on 
at  present.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  8 o’clock  by  Mr 
G.  H.  Howard.— J.  G.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street.— The  undermentioned  members 
had  fish  on  the  9th  inst. : Messrs.  King,  roach  and 
perch,  31b.  9foz. ; North,  roach  and  dace,  41b.  3£oz. ; 
C.  Smith,  21b.  £oz. ; Feven,  41b.  5oz.  ; Petrie,  roach, 
71b.  15oz. ; Atkins,  lib.  3Joz.  roach  ; and  again  on  the 
16th  inst.,  Lambert,  barbel  and  roach,  71b.  15jOZ.;  Atkins, 
barbel,  41b.  4|oz. ; King,  roach,  31b.  5Joz.  ; Petrie, 
21b.  14-jOZ. ; Feven,  chub;  and  North,  bream.  Our 
return  visit  was  a great  success,  twenty  clubs  answering 
to  the  roll.  Mr.  Moore  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  Adcar  in  the  vice.  The  chairman  commenced  the 
harmony,  followed  by  Messrs.  Hedges,  F.  Bashe,  C. 
Austin,  Crow,  McGregor,  Stretch,  Symes,  Geal,  Cox, 
Garretar,  Green,  and  C.  Watling.  An  extremely  plea- 
sant evening  was  spent. — C.  B.  Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Oct,  14  our  outing  to 
Burnt  Mill  took  place,  and  we  had  a very  good  muster, 
but  unfortunately  very  few  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  Cherry 
took  first  prize  ; Mr.  Duckworth,  second.— Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollards-row,  Bethnal  Green.— The  following  members 
had  fish  on  Oct.  14 : Messrs.  Hooper,  lOjlb.  roach ; 
Canton,  roach ; Isaacs,  perch  and  roach ; Spenceley, 
perch.  There  are  two  prizes  left  from  our  last  match  ; 
go  where  you  like ; Sunday  only. — T.  Jones. 

Sons  of  Neptune  Angling  Society,  Cambridge- 
tavern,  Middlegate-street,  Great  Yarmouth. — The  first 
salt-water  match  took  place  on  Breydon  waters  on  the 
14th  inst.,  when  twenty-two  members  competed  amidst 
most  boisterous  elements,  but,  as  true  sons  of  Neptune, 
were  impregnable.  The  following  was  the  result : first 
prize,  J.  W.  Lake ; second,  A.  Herrod ; third,  G. 
Houghton;  fourth,  R.  Thompson;  fifth,  S.  Layton; 
sixth,  J.  Howard;  seventh,  E.  Buckle;  eighth,  J.  O. 
Rourke  ; ninth,  D.  Houghton.  Mr.  J.  Harris,  umpire. 
— J.  W.  Boast. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials,  Rothcrhithe  New-road,  S.E. — An  outing  has 
been  arranged  to  take  place  on  Oct.  21,  at  Yalding,  for 
four  prizes  presented  by  the  following,  viz. : First,  Mr. 
C.  Moore,  half-guinea  ; second,  clock  presented  by 
Illustrated  Bits-  third,  volume  of  Answers;  fourth, 
Pearson's  knife.  All  fish  weighed-in  ; scores  for  the 
president’s  cup,  &c.,  jack  included.  On  Thursday  week 
the  members  fished  at  Rye  House,  but  the  prizes  (two 
half-guineas)  were  not  taken,  so  that  they  can  be  fished 


for  on  any  Thursday  until  taken ; roving. — A.  G‘ 
Smith.  , ...  ...  _ . . 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List. 

— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the 
Rodney  Piscatorials,  held  at  the  Prince  and  Princess  ot 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.  For  notice  ot 
date  see  their  club  report. — Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney.— The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Oct.  14  : Mr.  Morrish,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Jolly, 
jack  ; Mr.  West,  roach  ; Mr.  Hines,  roach  ; Mr.  Herne, 
roach ; Mr.  Chamberlin,  bream  and  roach.  G. 
Marrows.  . , . 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  ot 
the  above  were  out  on  Oct.  14,  with  the  following  result : 
Mr.  J.  Payne,  roach  ; J.  Steer,  dace.  Other  members 
were  out  but  returned  with  blanks.  On  the  15th  Mr.  E. 
Streater  weighed-in  roach. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  our3  were  out  on  the  14th, 
the  following  had  fish  : Messrs.  Martin,  roach  ; H.  Pain, 
roach  ; A.  Pain,  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Russ,  roach  ; J.  J. 
Russ,  roach  and  dace;  Franklin,  roach;  Betts,  roach; 
Hawson,  roach.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  the  16th, 
Mr.  Hawson  in  the  chair.  We  fish  a match  on  Oct.  2, 
at  Woking,  roving.  All  to  go  by  the  first  train  Sunday 
morning,  and  to  meet  at  the  White  Horse  at  half-past 
six.  Three  prizes,  cash.  I have  still  a few  tickets  left 
for  the  Windsor  Competition,  apply  Tuesday  evening. 

Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s-park. — On  Oct.  14  Mr. 
H.  Putnam  weighed-in  31b.  15oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Good  and 
Mr.  Clarkson  also  had  a small  show  of  roach.  On  Oct.  17 
Mr.  Marriott,  roach,  lib.  6oz.  ; Mr.  Mugford,  roach, 
31b.  4oz.,  also  a jack  of  71b.  4oz. — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society.— On 
Tuesday,  the  16th  inst.,  the  smoking  concert  was  a great 
success.  The  room  was  crowded  and  patronised  by 
many  angling  friends.  On  Wednesday  the  result  of  the 
competition  : Mr.  Piolaine,  first,  with  181b.  of  jack  ; Mr. 
W.  J.  Mills,  second,  with  three  very  nice  barbel ; Mr. 
R.  Bayley,  third,  with  good  show  of  roach  and  dace; 
three  prizes  lapsed.  Next  Wednesday,  24th  inst.,  there 
will  be  committee  meeting  (9  sharp). — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— On  the  15th  the  second 
prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Turnbull,  Mr.  Gordon 
securing  third.  The  remaining  prize  is  still  open,  where 
you  like,  on  Oct.  21.  Members  desirous  of  going  in 
the  A.B.  Competition  at  Windsor,  should  attend  on 
Wednesday  ; I have  a few  tickets  left. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  14th  inst. 
the  following  members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Sullivan,  jack  : 
Mr.  Harden,  sen.,  jack.  We  have  a match  at  A mberley 
on  the  28th  for  five  half-guinea  prizes,  roving. 

West  Beck  Preservation  Society,  Imperial 
Hotel,  Hull.— At  a specially  convened  meeting  of  the 
above  society  held  on  the  15th  inst.,  a vote  of  condolence 
was  passed  with  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  Mr. 
David  Little.  The  deceased  gentleman,  who  was  the 
vice-president  of  the  society  and  very  highly  respected 
and  generally  esteemed,  died  very  suddenly  on  Saturday, 
13th  inst.,  in  his  44th  year.  The  funeral  ceremony, 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Darwent,  M.A. , was 
attended  by  a numerous  assemblage  of  friends,  includ- 
ing many  of  this  society’s  members. — Chas.  J.  Foster. 

Western  Piscatorials,  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
Castle-street,  W.— The  second  outing  this  season  will 
be  held  on  Oct.  21,  at  Henley  and  Shiplake,  when  prizes 
for  largest  jack  and  roach  will  be  competed  for. — D.  W. 
Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  Oct.  14  but  sport  was  bad,  as  only  the  following 
members  weighed-in  : Mr.  T.  Kenny,  lib.  lloz.  of  perch  ; 
Mr.  H.  Mills,  lib.  9ioz.  of  dace  ; Mr.  C.  Roberts,  a jack. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  of  our  members  have  arranged 
to  go  out  on  Oct.  21  for  the  match.  Mr.  Geo.  Wade  had 
a show  of  chub,  13ilb.  on  Thursday  last  from  Wrays- 
bury,  out  with  Keene. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High  Street,  Plumstead.— Several  members  were 
out  this  week  but  all  returned  with  blanks.  Will  mem- 
bers please  note  that  a special  prize  has  been  offered  by 
Mr.  G.  Hadler  for  November.  All  fish  to  weigh,  but 
none  acknowledged  under  2in.  above  Thames  measure- 
ment, and  only  one  day  per  week  to  be  allowed  for  mem- 
bers to  fish  for  this  special  prize. — B.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  Old  Ford-road  (late  of  Ye  Olde  Three  Colts). 
— I beg  to  inform  members  who  were  not  present  last 
week  that  we  have  have  removed  to  the  above  house. 
I hope  all  members  will  attend  next  Thursday’s  special 
meeting. — C.  Toye. 


A negro  had  a streak  of  luck  while  fishing  in  the 
Flint  river,  near  Albany.  His  line  became  tangled  in 
something,  which  proved  to  be  a lady’s  gold  necklace, 
which  had  evidently  lain  at  the  bottom  of  the  river  for 
many  years. 

A Man  Hunt  in  London. — One  of  the  most  desperate  criminals 
in  London— a notorious  housebreaker — has  just  been  captured. 
He  was  surprised,  breaking  into  a large  house  in  Bermondsey, 
but  for  the  moment  escaped.  The  police  were,  however,  in  hot 
pursuit,  and  when  brought  to  bay  the  man  drew  a revolver,  but 
police  constable  Jones  pluckily  closed  with  the  ruffian,  and  with 
assistance  effected  a capture.  The  constable  risked  his  life  and 
we  rightly  call  him  a hero,  but  how  many  of  us,  by  inattention  to 
our  health,  needlessly  risk  our  lives  every  day ! Let  us  be  wise 
in  time,  and  with  the  aid  of  Holloway's  Pills  we  can  rogain  our 
health  when  we  are  out  of  sorts. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

October  21.  — — 

Allason  United  : Match. 

Cobden  : Match  at  Henley. 

Clissold  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Wraysbury. 

Camden  : Match  at  Cookham. 

Lady  of  the  Lake : Outing. 

South  Bermondsey  : Match  at  Yalding. 

South  London  : Pant  match. 

Waggoners  : Match  at  Woking. 

West  London  : Roving  competition. 

Western  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Henley. 

Wellington : Match. 

October  22.  . 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Anglers’  Benevolent  Concert. 

October  23. 

Gresham  : Sea  fishing  at  Leigh. 

October  24.  , „ _ ~ _ 

Serapis : Reading  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardme,  Sea  ser- 

pents and  Fabulous  Fish.” 

October  26. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 

28. — Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Windsor. 
28.— Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition  atWjndsor. 
28! — Brunswick  Brothers  : Match  at  Boreham. 
28.— Blackfriars  : Match  at  Windsor. 

28. — Enterprise  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

28 —Funny  Folks  : Match  at  Amberley. 

28 —North  London  : Match  at  Windsor. 

28.— Phoenix  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

28. — Wenlock  : Match  at  Amberley. 

29. — Amicable  Waltonians  : Visit 
29.— Good  Intent : Benefit  concert. 

29. — Highbury  : Supper  and  concert. 

1. — New  Albion  Piscatorials  : Competition, 
l!— Pixie  Brothers  : Supper. 

3.  — Lychnobite  : Annual  dinner. 

4. — Dalston  : Christmas  Prize  outing. 

4. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Langford  Hall. 
4!— Havelock  : Match  at  Sawbridge worth. 

4. — Lady  of  the  Lake  : Prize  outing. 

4. — Rose  and  Crown  : Roving  match. 

5. — Alma  : Visit. 

6.  — Rodney  Piscatorials  : Visit. 

7.  — Epsom  : Reading  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill, 

11. — Islington  Brothers  ; Match  at  Harlow. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


joltings  bg  tfye 

At  a meeting  held  at  the  Duke  s Head  Hotel,  Great 
Yarmouth,  a Sea  Anglers’  Society  was  successfully 
launched.  Mr.  W.  Kirby  presided;  and  Mr.  G H L. 
Blake,  acting  as  secretary  pro  tern.,  who  has  taken  the 
initiative  in  the  matter,  said  that  some  time  ago  a 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  was  formed  in  London,  and 
the  promoters  were  very  anxious  that  a branch  should 
at  that  time  be  established  at  Yarmouth,  but  there  were 
many  obstacles,  and  the  matter  was  deferred.  Branches 
had,  however,  been  formed,  or  were  in  process  of  forma- 
tion, in  East  and  West  Sussex,  in  Devon,  and  at  Scar- 
borough, and  it  was  asked  that  a centralised  East 
Anglian  Branch  should  be  formed  if  possible.  The 
qualification  for  membership  was  residence  in  the 
district,  and  the  advantages  comprised  a variety  of 
special  information  and  fishing  facilities.  Considerable 
good  to  the  town  would  accrue  by  attracting  anglers 
from  London  and  elsewhere  to  Yarmouth;  while, 
perhaps,  by  combination  they  might  be  able  to  obtain 
cheap  tickets  to  London  and  other  points,  to  enable 
them  to  enjoy  other  forms  of  sea  fishing  than  those 
available  at  Yarmouth. 

Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  hon.  sec.  to  the  Thames  com- 
petition, reminds  me  that  the  date  is  fast  approaching 
(Oct.  28),  when  another  match  will  be  fished  by  members 
of  either  the  Anglers’  or  Central  Associations  towards 
increasing  the  fund  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 
There  are  a few  tickets  left.  Be  in  time.  Given  lair 
weather,  a success  should  result. 

# * * * * * * 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a testimonial  sent  to  MY. 
J R.  Richardson,  67,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames  : 
— “ Willow-cottage,  Romsey,  May  19,  1894.  Thank  you 
very  much  for  so  quickly  sending  mo  the  flies,  they  are 
beautifully  tied,  and  like  a clever  portrait  they  contrive 
to  improve  upon  without  losing  the  likeness  to  _ the 
commonplace  samples  I sent  you.— Morton  It.  Peto. 

* *****  * 

Mr.  Jardine's  reading  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Serapis,  Nevill  Arms  Nevill-road  Stoke 
Newington,  was  announced  for  the  24th  inst.  (Wednes- 
day next).  Unfortunately  the  figure  2 did  n°]; 
appear  in  print,  and  it  read  Oct.  4.  Please  note  Oct.  24. 
The  merry  compositor  is  responsible  for  this  ; so  he  was 
when  he  set  up  the  following:  “ This  fish  was  caught 

bv  ” But  this  is  how  it  appeared  in  print : inis 

fish  was  bought  by .”  And  a great  silence  reigned 

throughout  the  land ! 

* * * * * * , 

A special  meeting  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  Monday  evening.  The  president  (Mr.  K. 
Fortune)  announced  that  notice  to  terminate  the  tenancy 
of  the  Nidd  water  had  been  received  from  Sir  Henry 
Ingilby,  Bart.,  of  Riply  Castle,  and  that  the  agent  had 
written  to  say  a mistake  had  been  made  in  letting  the 
water  to  the  association,  but  that  compensation  would 
be  awarded.  General  surprise  was  expressed  at  tbis 
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statomont,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  during  the  six 
months'  tenancy  the  association  had  put  into  the  river 
a consignment  of  fine  two-year-old  trout  and  20,00(1  fry, 
had  erected  notieo  boards  and  arranged  for  a watcher, 
and  moreover,  tho  mombors  had  purposely  rofrainod 
from  fishing  tho  waters  in  ordor  to  bring  np  a bettor 
bead  of  fish.  A Hub-oommitteo  waa  olectod  to  deal  with 
the  muttor. 

******  * 

Mr.  F.  W.  Anstikh  baH  juat  recoivod  for  preservation 
a carp  of  lfljlb.  The  measurements  are : Extreme 
length,  20 1 in.  (over  curvo  30  Jin.) ; length  from  eye  to  fork, 
25in.  ; girth,  21  Jin.  ; longth  of  head,  5j in.  ; thickness, 
4}in. ; length  of  tail,  4in.  No  particulars  are  given  of 
its  oapturo,  but  I should  liko  to  know  if  it  was  taken  on 
a tight  hair  lino. 

******* 

The  Gresham  Angling  Socioty  on  Tuesday  evening 
was  en  fete,  the  occasion  being  tho  annual  smoking 
concert.  The  largo  salon  was  well  filled  by  members 
and  friends.  Dr.  Ladoll  (as  chairman)  performed  tho 
operation  skilfully  and  successfully.  At  the  opposite 
table  sat  Dr.  Patterson  (another  skilful  operator).  The 
officers,  Messrs.  J.  Tayler,  F.  W.  Norman,  J.  B.  Close, 
and  many  prominent  committeemen  ably  assisted  the 
director  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker  in  carrying  out  his  arduous 
duties  most  successfully.  Some  delightful  music — 
vocal  and  instrumental — was  discoursed  during  the 
evening,  and  the  Gresham  may  claim  to  have  beaten 
their  record. 

*#**### 

The  proceedings  commenced  with  a pianoforte  duet, 
exquisitely  rendered  by  Miss  Kate  Saunders  and  Mr.  B. 
A.  Parker.  There  were  violin  solos,  mandolin  solos, 
and  a “ trio  ” of  mandolins,  violins,  and  guitars.  There 
was  a selection  from  “The  Rivals,”  songs  comic  and 
serio-comic  and  sentimental.  There  were  songs  with 
choruses  and  songs  without— and  the  whole  of  the 
artists  deserved  and  received  the  hearty  applause 
of  the  critical  audience.  This  pleasant  evening  was  con- 
tributed toby  Miss  Kate  Saunders,  Miss  Ethel  Pritchett, 
the  brothers  Shepard,  Messrs.  A.  B.  Parker,  Powles- 
West,  Walter  Vaughan,  Valentine  Watson,  Guthrie 
Liddiard,  George  Clark,  R.  S.  Townley,  Frank  Clark, 
H.  Phillips,  &e.,  and  the  closure  was  introduced  with 
“ Auld  Lang  Syne.” 

******* 

The  twentieth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Loch 
Leven  Angling  Association,  Limited,  was  held  in  Kin- 
rose  on  Tuesday  at  the  Kirkland  Hotel,  Kinross,  Mr. 
G.  Henderson  (president),  in  the  chair.  The  gross 
receipts  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  <£2386  7s.  8d.  The 
financial  statement  for  the  year  was  adopted,  and  a 
dividend  of  25  per  cent,  declared.  It  was  agreed  to 
take  over  the  eel  fishings  at  a minimum  rate  of  <£20  and 
a maximum  of  .£40. 

******* 

The  hooks  used  by  anglers,  says  Answers,  all  come 
from  Redditch.  They  are  made  by  machinery  from  the 
finest  steel  wire.  The  variations  they  exhibit  in  point 
of  curve,  length  of  shank,  and  style  of  barb,  are  ac- 
counted for  not  so  much  by  the  difference  in  fishermen’s 
tastes  as  by  the  eccentric  shapes  and  sizes  of  fishes’ 
mouths.  The  best  types  of  hooks  known,  such  as  the 
“Limerick”  and  the  “ Shaughnessy,”  have  been 
invented  by  Irishmen,  who,  as  a nation,  are  great  anglers. 

******* 

An  exhibition  of  posters  of  all  kinds  will  open  at 
the  Aquarium  on  Wednesday  next.  Hoardings  have 
not  been  much  of  a picture  gallery  lately,  but  they 
say  the  Aquarium  show  will  be  a revelation.  The 
French  are  a long  way  ahead  of  us  in  this  matter,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  posters  will  be  French.  On  Friday 
next,  a German  professor  will  commence  playing  on  a 
piano,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  for  thirty  consecutive 
hours,  finishing  on  Saturday  at  10  p.m.  I may  be  there  to 
see  the  finish. 

******* 

Mr.  Ghurney  informs  me  that  a netting  of  the  East 
London  Reservoir  is  arranged  for  Wednesday  next.  I 
also  hear  that  every  preparation  has  been  made  for  a 
successful  “ haul.”  This  is  the  way  to  keep  up  the 
“head  ” of  fish. 

* * ***** 

The  recently  announced  success  of  the  Yost  type- 
writer at  Lyons  has  been  immediately  followed  by  the 
award  of  the  gold  medal  to  the  same  machine  at  the 
British  and  Colonial  Exhibition  at  Manchester.  The 
Yost  record  is  now  seven  gold  medals,  with  highest 
honours  on  every  occasion. 

******* 

The  Hoxton  Brothers’  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  (so  far  as  num- 
bers and  talent  are  concerned).  Will  every  visitor 
provide  himself  with  “ the  one  thing  needful,”  so  that  a 
good  round  sum  may  be  announced  as  the  result?  Good 
music  there  will  certainly  be,  but  dancing  is  rarely 
indulged  in  on  these  occasions.  Thanks  to  the  host  of 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers  (Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd),  anglers 
who  care  to  give  in  their  names  may,  according  to  the 
club  report,  indulge  in  a “ brake  ” down. 

******* 

The  ten-guinea  challenge  cup  of  the  Eastern  Counties’ 
Angling  Society  has  been  won  outright  by  Mr.  W. 
Lowne,  Fuller’s-hill,  who,  after  holding  it  for  two  years, 
put  in  a third  and  last  successful  claim  this  season, 
with  a total  of  twenty-eight  points.  The  cup,  which 
has  provided  seven  years  of  hearty  good  sport,  will  be 
presented  at  a dinner  to  be  held  next  month. 
Medals  and  other  specials  will  also  be  distributed  on 
that  occasion  to  the  successful  competitors  for  the  past 
bottom  fishing  season  of  tho  club,  which  ended  on 
Sept.  21). 
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On  Oct.  3 ovor  1500  cols  were  captured  unawares, 
says  tho  Ilaltimore  American.  The  eels,  with  thousands 
of  catfish,  porch,  rook,  crocus,  and  alewivos,  took  refuge 
in  the  dry  dock  behind  tho  steamship  Dorchester,  of 
tho  Merchants’  and  Miners’  Transportation  Company, 
as  she  was  haulod  in,  and  made  the  largest  catch  over 
known  at  the  dock.  A severe  north-east  storm  had 
prevailed  all  tho  morning,  and  blown  tho  finny  tribe 
around  in  confusion.  They  followed  the  steamship  to 
what  they  thought  was  a safe  harbour;  but  when  the 
gate  leading  to  the  dock  was  closed  there  was  no  avenue 
of  osoape.  Then  the  pumps  wore  set  to  work  at  the 
rate  of  40,000  gallons  a minute.  As  the  water  receded 
the  eels  and  fish  followed  toward  the  gratings,  and  in 
one  hour  the  eels  and  other  fishes  were  swimming 
around  with  heads  out  of  water,  and  jumping  furiously 
in  hopes  of  reaching  deeper  water.  The  workmen  set  to 
work  to  gather  them  up. 

******  * 

The  Mohican  Rod  and  Gnn  Club  of  Glens  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  has  posted  the  vicinity  with  placards  offering 
25  dols.  reward  for  information  that  will  result  in  the 
conviction  of  any  person  catching  brook  trout  under 
Gin.  long  in  violation  of  the  game  laws  ; 25  dols.  reward 
for  information  that  will  result  in  the  conviction  of  any 
person  using  a net  in  any  trout  stream  ; 25  dols.  reward 
for  information  that  will  result  in  the  conviction  of  any 
person  catching  salmon  under  18in.  in  length. 

******* 

An  old  friend,  Mr.  J.  Francis,  of  Ye  Cave,  Bennerley- 
road,  Wandsworth-common,  writes:  “I  am  collecting 
the  various  fishing  songs  which  are  to  be  found  scattered 
about  in  old  stories,  plays,  and  operas.  Do  you  think 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  kindly  help  me  by 
calling  my  attention  to  any  they  come  across,  or  still 
more  kindly  sending  me  copies  or  cuttings  ? Here  is  a 
specimen  of  the  sort  of  thing  I want  — the  favourite 
fishing  duet  sung  at  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  in  the 
pantomime  of  “ Don  Juan,”  composed  by  Mr.  Reeve  : 
Thus  for  men  the  women  fair 
Lay  the  cunning,  cunning  snare; 

While  like  fish  the  men  will  rove 
And  with  beauty  fall  in  love. 

What  is  beauty  but  the  bait. 

Oft  repented  when  too  late  ? 

If  too  rash  you  seize  the  prize 
Now  displayed  before  your  eyes, 

How  you’ll  repent  when  all  is  past 
Hymen's  hook  which  holds  you  fast. 

Ere  you  marry,  then  beware— 

’Tis  a blessing  or  a snare. 

I am  pleased  to  receive  this  letter,  and  I hope  every 
reader  of  F.  G.  will  forthwith  furbish  np  their  memo- 
ries and  send  along  “ fishing  songs,”  I am  sure  my 
my  friend  will  make  good  use  of  them. 

******* 


No  more  yarns  ! The  Kodak  to  the  rescue  ! Assurance 
made  doubly  sure.  This  is  the  New  York  Puck’s  device 


for  enabling  luckless  fishermen  to  positively  prove  their 
stories  about  the  big  fish  that  got  away — photographic 
proof,  in  fact. 

******* 

Cigarette  smoking  was  one  of  those  pleasant  vices 
against  which  the  late  Sir  Morell  Mackenzie  set 
his  face.  He  told  his  cigarette-smoking  patients, 
however,  that  they  could  safeguard  themselves  by 
smoking  their  cigarettes  through  a tube,  when  he 
promised  that  “ the  smoker  will  get  all  the  good  effects 
of  the  soothing  plant  without  the  bane  which  lurks  in 
it.”  The  cigarette  tube,  in  fact,  acts  as  a condenser  of 
the  nicotine  alkaloid.  It  has  been  found,  however,  that 
a small  plug  of  wool  inserted  in  the  mouth  end  of  a 
cigarette  has  the  same  effect,  while  a piece  of  natural 
straw  round  the  mouthpiece  keeps  the  cigarette  so  cool 
that,  while  the  woollen  anti-nicotine  plug  effectually 
guards  the  throat,  chest,  lungs,  and  general  health,  the 
lips  are  also  protected  from  poison,  swelling,  inflamma- 
tion, blistering,  burning,  smarting,  irritation,  and  other 
injuries  medically  traced  to  cigarette  smoking.  Both 
these  features,  which  have  been  patented,  are  combined 
in  the  new  Science  Siftings  cigarettes,  which  the  Lancet 
says  may  he  smoked,  and  the  same  advantages  derived, 
as  if  a cigarette  tube  were  used.  The  same  journal 
also  says  of  these  cigarettes  that  “ the  lips  are  pre- 
served from  the  excessive  and  objectionable  wetting  by 
the  saliva.” 

*•*•••• 

The  trout  season  for  1894  is  dead  (says  the  York- 
shire Weekly  Post) — “ gone  but  not  forgotten,”  as  the 
man  wrote  on  the  back  of  the  bank-note.  For  all  prac- 
tical purposes  the  season  in  Yorkshire  died  a natural 
death  a week  or  two  ago,  but  Act  of  Parliament  would 
not  allow  it  to  die  officially  until  midnight,  October  1. 
I once  knew  a man  who  was  very  conscientious — all 
anglers  are.  Ho  was  sorupulous  in  his  endeavours  to 
act  honestly  in  every  little  detail.  Why,  if  that  man 
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was  fishing  a club  length  where  the  limit  for  trout 
was  eight  inches  and  he  happened  to  catch  one  which 
measured  seven  inches  and  three-quarters — what  did 
he  do?  Some  men  would  have  said,  “ Oh,  I think  that’s 
near  enough,”  and  basketed  it  without  more  ado.  Not 
he ! He  had  a soul  above  such  conduct.  “ No,”  he 
would  say  to  himself  severely,  “ Be  virtuous,  and  you 
will  be  happy.  If  we  have  a club  limit,  let  ns  stick  to 
it  by  all  means ! ” and  no  power  on  earth  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  put  that  undersized  fish  into  his  creel  until 
be  had  kneaded  and  pounded  and  stretched  it  out  to  the 
desired  length.  Two  years  ago — I think  it  was  two.  or, 
maybe,  it  was  three  (I  like  to  be  particular  in  these 
matters,  otherwise  people  may  think  you  are  romancing 
a little,  and  I should  not  like  to  have  that  said  about 
me)— anyhow,  he  was  fishing  for  trout  on  the  last  day 
of  the  season,  and,  sport  being  somewhat  meagre,  he 
determined  to  make  use  of  every  scrap  of  time  that 
remained  available  to  him  by  fishing  up  to  the  very  last 
minute. 

******* 

Night  swooped  down  upon  him  on  its  dusky  pinions 
and  folded  him  in  its  dark,  clammy  embrace,  and  still 
he  fished  on.  Tho  watch-dog’s  honest  bark  came  faint 
and  mellow  on  the  night  wind,  and  still  he  fished  on. 
The  contents  of  his  flask  gave  out,  but  still  he  fished  on. 
Just  before  midnight  his  patience  was  rewarded.  He 
rose  and  struck  a good  trout.  Alas ! while  he  was 
playing  it  the  clock  from  the  church  tower  of  the 
nearest  village  boomed  the  hour  of  twelve,  and 
the  close  season  had  commenced ! The  temptation 
was  great,  but  moral  rectitude  triumphed.  “ Be 
virtuous,  and  you  will  be  happy ! ” he  whispered  to 
himself  as  he  cut  off  a few  yards  of  line  and  hitched  it 
up  to  a tree.  Then  he  left  the  river  side,  and  the  trout 
safely  tethered  to  the  tree,  and  went  home  to  wait  until 
the  opening  day  of  the  next  season  when  he  could  go  and 
land  it.  The  opening  day  for  trout  on  that  water  was 
April  1.  On  that  day,  bright  and  early,  he  sallied  forth 
with  hope  in  his  breast  to  land  his  fish.  The  line  was 
still  tied  to  the  tree.  He  began  to  haul  it  in,  when  to 
his  dismay  he  found  that  a bigger  fish  had  gorged  the 
trout,  and  he  had  now  a pike  to  deal  with,  and— Great 
Scott ! it  was  now  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish,  so  he 
had  to  tether  it  up  again,  and  wait  till  June  before  he 
could  legally  land  it. 

* * * * * * * 

The  other  day  an  English  angler  took  a “rise” 
out  of  a Yankee.  Jonathan  was  stopping  with  a 
friend  of  mine  in  North  London.  The  American 
was  a good  sort  of  fellow,  but  he  had  an  immense 
sense  of  the  importance  of  his  own  country,  and 
nothing  English  was  good  enough  for  him.  The  eggs 
were  not  nearly  so  large  as  those  to  be  got  ‘ ‘ in  America  ” ; 
the  mutton  chops  were  small  and  tough — compared  to 
what  could  be  had  “ in  America,”  and  when  my  friend 
came  home  with  a good  basket  of  fish,  he  was  laughed 
to  scorn  ! the  fish  were  so  very  small — compared  to  what 
the  Yankee  was  in  the  habit  of  catching — “ in  America.” 
******* 

Next  door  to  where  my  friend  lived  was  a fishmonger. 
He  bad,  one  day,  a splendid  lot  of  unboiled  crabs  and 
lobsters — all  very  fine  and  large,  and  very  lively.  A 
dozen  of  these  were  procured,  and  placed  in  the 
Yankee’s  bed!  In  the  middle  of  tie  night  there  was  a 
yell — several  yells.  On  rushing  into  the  bedroom, 
Jonathan  was  seen  with  nine  or  ten  fine  crustaceans 
gripping  tight,  and  hanging  from  various  parts  of  his 
body.  “Oh,  take  ’em  away,  take  ’em  away ! ” he  cried. 
“ What,  in  Heaven’s  name,  are  they?”  “What  are 
they?”  said  my  friend.  “Why,  English  fleas — have 
you  any  larger  ones  in  America  ? ” 

******* 

On  Saturday  last  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
Yorkshire  Conference  Committee  of  Associate  Anglers 
was  held  in  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Hull.  Delegates  were 
present  from  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Scarborough,  and  Hull,  the  representatives  of  the  latter 
town  being  Messrs.  Jordan,  Barker,  Woodford,  and 
Hunt.  A brief  meeting  of  the  Conference  committee 
was  held  in  the  afternoon,  after  which  the  delegates 
were  entertained  to  tea  by  the  local  association,  many 
of  whose  members  were  also  present.  Subsequently 
there  was  an  open  conference,  at  which  it  was  decided 
that  all  anglers  present  should  have  the  privilege  of 
speaking  and  voting. 

• •*•*•• 

One  day  an  Italian  organ-grinder,  accompanied  by 
a trained  monkey,  wandered  into  our  town  (this  is  from 
Harper's  Young  People,  so  don’t  say  it  is  one  of  “ Drag- 
net’s ’ fish  stories),  and  the  man  stopped  before  my  house 
to  play.  The  monkey  was  an  intelligent  little  fellow, 
and  wa,s  attired  in  a jacket  and  cap.  While  his  master 
was  grinding  out  the  music  the  monkey  hopped  down 
from  the  organ  where  he  had  been  sitting,  and  jumping 
the  fence,  came  up  into  my  yard.  He  was  at  once  spied 
by  a fox-terrier  of  mine,  and  the  dog  made  a rush  at 
him.  The  monkey  awaited  the  onset  with  such 
undisturbed  tranquility  that  the  dog  halted  within  a few 
feet  of  him  to  reconnoitre.  Both  animals  took  a long, 
steady  stare  at  each  other,  when  suddenly  tho  monkey 
raised  his  paw  and  gracefully  saluted  his  enemy  by 
raising  his  hat.  The  effect  was  magical.  The  dog’s 
head  and  tail  dropped,  and  ho  snoaked  off  into  tho  house, 
and  would  not  leave  it  until  satisfied  that  his  polito  but 
mysterious  guest  had  doparted. 

• •••••• 

The  seven  pound  “basket”  reported  to  have  boon 
landed  recontly  by  a club  angler,  was,  on  investigation, 
found  to  bo  a worn-out  dustman’s  basket.  Some  good 
“ bags  ” have  also  boon  woighod-in.  Dragnet. 
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(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation was  held  Oct.  13,  and  was  well  attended,  repre- 
sentatives being  present  from  Bristol,  Crewe,  Cardiff, 
Warrington,  Kidderminster,  Wolverhampton,  Malvern, 
Worcester,  Oxford,  Dudley,  Walsall,  Gloucester,  and 
Birmingham.  The  branches  not  represented  were 
West  Bromwich,  Carmarthen,  Liverpool,  and  Man- 
chester, the  two  latter  associations  sending  letters  of 
apology.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall 
occupied  the  vice  chair.  The  president,  in  opening  the 
business  of  the  meeting,  welcomed  the  delegates  and 
gave  a review  of  the  progress  of  the  association  since 
the  last  annual  meeting,  pointing  out  that  five  large 
associations  had  since  then  become  affiliated  with  the 
Provincial  Association,  and  that  its  numerical  strength 
had  increased  beyond  expectation.  The  association’s 
relationship  with  the  railway  companies  was  all  that 
could  be  wished  for.  A large  number  of  new  conces- 
sions had  been  granted.  The  president  alluded  to  the 
sad  death  of  Mr.  T.  Wright,  of  Kidderminster,  and 
proposed  that  a vote  of  condolence  be  forwarded  to  his 
widow.  The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  and 
the  minutes  of  the  committee  meeting  held  at  Worces- 
ter on  Jan.  12,  together  with  the  balance-sheet  and 
auditors’  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  30,  were 
read  and  confirmed.  The  minutes  of  the  committee 
meeting  held  at  Gloucester  on  May  26,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  committee  meeting  held  prior  to 
the  present  general  meeting,  were  also  read  and 
confirmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  minute  dealing 
with  the  expulsion  of  a member  of  the  Wolver- 
hampton branch  for  lending  his  travelling  card, 
this  being  deferred  until  the  next  committee  meeting. 
The  sub-committee  gave  in  their  report  of  their  visit  to 
Manchester,  Banbury,  and  Carmarthen,  with  the  result 
that  each  of  the  associations  at  the  places  mentioned 
had  joined  the  association.  The  report  was  unanimously 
approved  of.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  gave  in 
reports  of  their  labours  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board, 
which  met  with  the  approval  of  the  meeting,  and  the 
best  thanks  of  the  association  was  accorded  to  them  for 
their  valuable  services.  The  next  important  business 
was  the  election  of  officers  for  the  forthcoming  year. 
Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  was  unanimously  elected 
again  to  act  as  president,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall,  of 
Bristol,  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  as  vice-presidents.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Cundall  was  also  elected  to  act  as  treasurer. 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance,  of  Birmingham,  were  elected 
as  trustees.  Mr.  C.  White,  of  Birmingham,  was  re-elected 
without  opposition  to  act  as  secretary.  The  election  of 
committee  resulted  as  follows  : Messrs.  Harris  (Cardiff;, 
Dance  (Birmingham),  Frost  (Bristol),  Attwood  (Bir- 
mingham), Luker  (Gloucester),  Parke  (Kidderminster), 
Hall  (Birmingham),  Herbert  (Oxford),  Knight  (War- 
rington), Holding  (Birmingham),  and  Rabone  (Birming- 
ham). Messrs.  Tucker  and  Dance  were  appointed 
auditors,  and  Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  were  appointed 
representatives  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  The  Tenby 
Society  fish  their  last  contest  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
Oct.  27,  at  Barnt  Green  ; train  from  New-street  at  1.50. 
Mr.  J.  Mealing,  of  the  Ship  Inn,  Pershore,  has  forwarded 
a splendid  bream  of  71b.  to  Mr.  Clem  Wainwright,  of 
Birmingham.  It  will  be  sent  to  Cooper’s,  of  London, 
to  be  set  up,  and  will  find  a resting-place  on  the  walls  of 
one  of  the  Birmingham  clubs  with  which  Mr.  Wain- 
wright is  connected. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Fine  weather  has  prevailed  this  week,  and  many 
anglers  have  been  at  work  on  the  Fen  waters.  The 
Forty-foot  still  continues  to  provide  splendid  roach 
fishing,  and  the  stretch  of  water  north  and  south  of 
Donington  Bridge  has  again  claimed  the  attention  of 
most  anglers.  Messrs.  Shilcock,  Yates,  and  Hall,  of 
Bourne,  in  one  day  got  between  301b.  and  401b.,  and  on 
another  occasion  Messrs.  Barron  and  Lee  made  a heavy 
bag  in  the  same  district.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing 
for  an  angler  to  get  151b.  and  181b.  of  roach  at  Doning- 
ton Bridge  if  ground-baiting  is  well  looked  after,  and 
personal  experience  has  proved  that  the  barge  ends  are 
the  best  places  to  fish  from.  On  other  waters  pike 
fishing  is  now  becoming  general,  and  several  lots  of  good 
fish  have  been  accounted  for.  One  taken  on  the 
Witham  towards  the  end  of  last  week  scaled  over  91b., 
and  fish  of  71b.  and  81b.  weight  have  been  met  with  on 
the  Glen.  Trolling  on  the  Forty -foot— another  good 
pike  stream — is  difficult  owing  to  the  weeds. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  the  15th  inst.  the  trout  season  closed  on  the  River 
Hull,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  good  fish  that  have 
been  taken  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  the  season 
has  been  a very  poor  one.  Our  roach  fishers  continue 
to  show  a few  good  fish,  and  as  we  have  had  a few 
showers  of  rain,  no  doubt  the  river  will  be  in  better 
condition  for, this  kind  of  angling.  The  bottom  fishers 
are  doing  well  among  the  flounders  and  eels.  In  the 
Victoria  and  Alexandra  Docks  some  good  sport  has  been 
had  among  whiting  and  smelts.  The  Excelsior  A.S. 
held  their  fourth  match  at  Brigg  ; first  prize,  Mr.  G. 
Fairfield,  21b.  6oz.  ; second,  Mr.  H.  Giblin,  21b.  5j'oz.  ; 
third,  Mr.  H.  Bolton,  lib.  U^oz.  The  Hull  liamblers 
Angling  Association  fished  a match  at  Thoresby  Bridge 
with  the  following  result : Messrs.  J.  Austin,  first, 
31b.  13Joz. ; A.  Berry,  second,  31b.  9oz. ; and  J.  Green 
and  R.  Johnson,  third  and  fourth.  The  East  Hull  A.S. 
fished  a match  at  Brigg,  the  prizes  being  taken  by 
Messrs.  E.  Moore,  A.  Martin,  T.  Lambert,  T.  Galbraith, 
and  E.  Either. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  little  to  roport  from  this  district,  except  that 
anglers  and  salmon  are  still  waiting  for  the  flood  which 
cometh  not.  Large  numbers  of  fish  are  known  to  be  at 
the  mouths  of  rivers  unable  to  ascend  any  distance,  and, 
except  that  the  weather  is  several  degrees  colder,  there 
is  no  change  in  the  elements.  As  showing  the  remark- 
able dryness  of  the  season,  we  may  mention  that  the 
total  rainfall  in  the  Kent  valley,  taken  not  far  distant 
from  the  river,  during  the  whole  of  last  month  measured 
only  0'37  of  an  inch,  as  against  5'79in.  during  the  same 
period  last  year.  The  current  month  is  also  likely  to 
prove  remarkable  for  its  small  rainfall  in  this  notoriously 
wet  district,  where  streams  are  becoming  foul  and 
choked  with  fallen  leaves. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  prevailing  cold  east  winds  and  scarcity  of  water 
are  surroundings  not  tending  to  procure  any  great 
quantity  of  good  sport.  An  exception  to  this  is  that  of 
pike  fishing,  and  from  several  quarters  the  news  comes 
that  a few  really  good  fish  are  getting  landed,  and  that 
Mr.  G.  J.  Ross  took  one  of  161b.  Much  interest  is 
centred  in  the  winding  up  of  club  accounts  and  starting 
afresh  for  another  year,  many  clubs  wisely  revising 
their  rules  and  other  items  of  internal  interest.  The 
lecture  season  opened  on  the  16th  with  still  another 
disquisition  on  the  delights  of  fishing  in  Norway — 
always  an  interesting  topic — and  especially  so  when  in 
the  capable  hands  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Hotel 
Organisation.  Anglers  in  the  Manchester  district  are 
reminded  of  two  important  meetings  to  be  held  in 
November. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  frequent  showers  that  have  fallen  in  this  district, 
although  not  having  benefited  the  water  to  any  great 
extent,  have  tended  to  freshen  up  some  of  the  streams, 
which  were  in  a very  dirty  and  limpid  condition. 
Despite  the  downpour,  the  River  Soar  and  canal  have 
received  no  benefit  whatever  owing  to  the  land  absorb- 
ing all  the  rain  as  it  fell.  Anglers  are  finding  it 
exceedingly  difficult  to  get  anything  like  respectable 
baskets  of  fish.  A good  number  of  the  more  persevering 
and  the  professional  element  are  out  and  about  the 
whole  day.  The  best  fishing  has  been  had  above 
Leicester,  and  roach,  chub,  and  pike  have  been  eagerly 
sought  after.  Takes,  as  a rule,  have  been  small,  the 
chief  lots  coming  under  notice  being  Mr.  Richardson 
91b.  roach,  Mr.  Prince  71b.,  Mr.  H.  Cole  71b.,  and  Mr. 
Worth  Gib. , and  a few  brace  of  pike  and  chub.  There 
is  a good  prospect  of  the  coming  chubbing  season  in  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Soar  being  satisfactory.  Matters 
have  been  very  quiet  in  the  district.  A very  interest- 
ing match  has  just  been  arranged  between  four  well- 
known  Leicester  anglers,  to  take  place  on  Oct.  27.  The 
contestants  are  Messrs.  W.  Manship  and  C.  G.  Richard- 
son against  Messrs.  J.  Smith  and  J.  Muddimer,  and  the 
agreement  is  to  fish  for  roach  only,  in  waters  to  be 
drawn  for.  The  amount  at  issue  is  ^6 15,  and  the  whole 
of  the  money  has  been  deposited  with  a sporting 
journal. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  lots  of  nice  pike  and  perch  have  been  taken 
during  the  week  on  the  Bure,  in  the  vicinity  of  Horning 
and  Wroxham.  At  the  first-named  place,  Mr.  Youngs 
and  friend  have  taken  eighteen  pike  and  five  perch  ; Mr. 
Rose  and  friend,  twelve  pike  ; Mr.  Hagen,  six  pike  ; Mr. 
Barber,  nine  pike.  At  vVroxham  some  fair  bags  have 
been  secured  on  the  broad.  On  the  Yare  a few  pike 
have  been  caught,  and  also  on  Rockland  and  Surling- 
ham  Broads.  Higher  up  stream,  at  Trowse  Hythe,  near 
Norwich,  some  good  baskets  of  bream  have  been  landed. 
On  Saturday  about  851b.  was  taken  by  three  boats ; on 
Sunday  two  boats  got  about  601b.,  and  on  Monday, 
about  five  stone  fell  to  the  rods  of  four  anglers.  The 
waters  are  in  fair  condition  on  the  broads,  but  the  River 
Yare  is  rather  thick,  owing  to  the  high  tides.  The  windy 
weather  of  the  early  part  of  the  week  has  tended  to  put 
pike  on  the  feed. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  exceptionally  low  and  clear,  and  chub 
and  pike  anglers  have  been  extremely  busy  on  most 
reaches  of  the  river  in  this  district.  Trolling  is,  how- 
ever, difficult,  owing  to  the  great  accumulation  of  weed. 
Many  pike  have  been  run  and  landed  in  the  Shardlow 
and  King’s  Mills  lengths,  but  only  a few  have  been 
retained.  At  Weston  Mr.  F.  Gamble  has  killed  a hand- 
some specimen  of  7lb.  odd,  and  on  Monday  Mr.  S.  Pogson 
caught,  amongst  others,  one  of  5|lb.  On  Tuesday,  at 
Shardlow,  Mr.  W.  Johnson  had  five,  and  numbers  have 
been  landed  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins,  who,  however,  only 
kept  a brace.  This  gentleman  knows  the  whereabouts 
of  a monster  fish,  and  has  seen  it  in  the  act  of 
gorging  one  of  his  own  species,  estimated  at  31b. 
There  is  a fine  fellow  constantly  at  work  amongst 
the  weeds  in  the  flag  field  below  the  railway  bridge.  I 
have  seen  him  repeatedly  when  engaged  in  chub  fishing. 
As  regards  chubbing — a grand  branch  of  angling — I 
have  been  very  successful  during  the  past  week,  and 
several  handsome  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  A. 
Dobson.  Mr.  T.  Wood  has  excelled  amongst  chub  with 
the  worm  between  King’s  Mills  weirs,  and  higher  up 
stream  the  subscribers  have  been  securing  perch  witn 
the  same  description  of  bait.  Mr.  S.  Weston  has  taken 
dace  up  to  10|oz.  each,  in  the  deep  opposite  Clifton 
Grove.  Maggots  are  accounting  for  roach,  although 
these  fish  have  not  bitten  so  freely  as  in  the  previous 
week.  A big  change  in  the  state  of  the  river  is  urgently 
needed  to  improve  the  piscatorial  outlook  all  round. 
On  Monday  the  return  match  between  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Society  and  the  Newark  Piscatorials 
was  fished  on  the  Collingham  waters  just  above 
Carlton  - on  - Trent.  The  Wellingtonians  were  repre- 


sented by  the  following  : Mr.  F.  Wallis,  Mr.  S.  Wallis, 
Mr.  G.  Bates,  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  Mr.  E.  West,  and  Mr. 
H.  Coxon.  The  Piscatorials  relied  on  Mr.  David  Slater, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Openshaw,  Mr.  R.  Dale,  Mr.  B.  Hunt,  Mr.  J. 
Longdon,  and  Mr.  C.  Woodhouse.  The  weather  was 
boisterous  and  stormy.  The  Wellingtonians  won, 
killing  181b.  5oz.  in  four  hours’  fishing  (pegged-down),  as 
against  the  Newark  gentlemen,  101b.  2,foz.  Mr.  F. 
Wallis  caught,  remarkable  to  state  for  the  third  week  in 
October,  three  barbel  with  the  maggot,  and  these  barbel 
are  about  the  last  taken  on  the  Lower  Trent  since  the 
visit  of  Messrs.  Hewes  and  Barnet  to  Meering  Ferry.  I 
am  requested  by  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Wel- 
lington Society  to  stato  through  the  Gazette  that  his 
club  would  be  glad  to  arrange  a home-and-home 
“ friendly  ” with  any  of  the  leading  London  clubs.  A 
note  to  him  on  the  subject,  addressed  to  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham,  would  meet  with 
prompt  attention.  A match  or  matches  between 
"Thames”  and  “Trent”  would  be  deeply  interesting, 
and  for  my  own  part  1 hope  the  London  brethren  may 
come  to  terms. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  takes 
during  the  last  week,  and  those  who  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  get  out  have  had  good  sport.  The  Trent  is 
getting  better  and  better,  and  some  capital  baskets 
have  been  secured.  Roach  have  predominated.  In  the 
fen  district  Sheffielders  have  also  found  matters  im- 
proved, and  have  had  a merry  time,  though  in  many 
cases  weeds  proved  most  objectionable.  From  the  Wye 
and  Derwent  one  hears  excellent  reports.  Grayling 
have  been  biting  well,  and  some  fine  specimens  have 
been  landed.  The  feelings  of  Sheffield  anglers  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  rod  tax  were  shown  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Yorkshire  Conference  Committee  of  Associated 
Anglers,  held  in. Hull  last  Saturday.  The  representa- 
tives from  the  cutlery  capital  vigorously  opposed  the 
proposal,  and  there  does  not  seem  much  chance  of  the 
matter  being  taken  up  here  in  a friendly  spirit.  The 
society  formed  to  protect  the  young  trout  placed  in  the 
River  Sheaf — which  by-the-bye  are  going  on  well — desires 
to  extend  its  boundaries,  and,  I understand,  intends  to 
rent  other  waters.  The  society  will  fill  a long-felt 
want. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  Severn,  Yyrnwy,  and  tributaries  are  as  low  as 
they  have  been  at  any  time  during  the  past  summer, 
and  should  they  continue  so  the  autumn  run  of  salmon 
will  prove  a very  unsatisfactory  one.  Notwithstanding 
the  satisfactory  run  of  fish  that  was  believed  to  have 
occurred  last  autumn  and  spring,  the  fishing  in  the 
upper  waters  has  been  by  no  means  correspondingly 
good  this  season,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Shrewsbury.  There  appears  to  be  a fair  supply  of 
samlets  in  the  river,  however,  and  there  seems  no 
reason  why  the  supply  of  fish  should  diminish,  as  it  has 
undoubtedly  been  doing  of  late  years,  provided  steps 
are  taken  by  the  Board  to  restrict  netting  and  to 
protect  the  fry  both  from  pike  and  from  destruction  by 
the  unscrupulous  angler.  Anglers  generally  who  have 
the  interests  of  the  sport  at  heart  so  far  as  the 
Upper  Severn  and  tributaries  are  concerned,  cannot 
but  regard  with  satisfaction  the  determination  of  the 
Conservators  to  entirely  prohibit  the  use  of  the 
night  line  in  the  mid  and  upper  waters.  Now  that 
the  winter  season  is  rapidly  approaching,  anglers 
will  do  well  to  look  up  the  pike  tackle  and  rid 
the  Severn  of  as  many  as  possible  of  the  numerous  pike 
which  infest  the  Severn  and  every  tributary.  If  pool- 
fishing be  preferred,  however,  they  may  obtain  sport  fit 
for  the  gods  in  any  of  the  large  sheets  of  water  which 
may  be  found  in  Shropshire,  notably  Hawkstone, 
Bomere,  Apley  Hencote,  Betton  Sundorne,  Ellesmere 
lakes,  and  many  other  extensive  waters.  Perch,  roach, 
rudd,  bream,  carp,  and  tench  abound  in  nearly  all  the 
above  mentioned. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A startling  circumstance  has  occurred  with  regaid  to 
the  stretch  of  water  on  the  Nidd  recently  let  by  Sir 
Henry  Ingilby,  Bart.,  of  Ripley  Castle,  to  the  Harro- 
gate Angling  Association.  The  agreement  was  arrived 
at  some  time  early  on  in  the  year,  and  the  association, 
fully  appreciating  the  baronet's  action,  took  consider- 
able pains  to  stock  the  river.  A consignment  of  fine 
two-year-old  trout  and  some  20,000  ova  were  put  in. 
Notice  boards  were  also  erected,  and  arrangements  for 
watchers  made.  On  Monday,  however,  a communication 
was  made  to  a special  meeting  of  the  society  to  the  effect 
that  a mistake  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  letting 
of  the  water,  but  that  Sir  Henry  would  award  compen- 
sation for  the  blunder.  During  the  summer  months  the 
members  have  refrained  from  fishing  the  water  in  order 
to  bring  up  a better  head  of  fish,  and  the  announcement 
has  caused  both  surprise  and  disappointment.  A sub- 
committee has  been  elected  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  been  very  dull  on  all  waters  still 
open  for  angling.  A few  salmon  have  been  had  with  the 
fly  in  the  late  evenings.  Trouting  has  been  fair  on  some 
of  the  West  Cork  streams,  but  the  worm  has  accounted 
for  nearly  all  the  fish  since  last  notes.  On  Friday  the 
inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  opened  an  inquiry  at 
Bantry  into  the  state  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  their 
advancement  and  protection.  The  sea  angling  con- 
tinues very  good  at  Baltimore,  Skibbereon,  Castletown, 
Sohull,  Kinsale,  and  Youghal. 

DUBLIN. — Severe  frost  and  heavy  fogs  this  week 
have  completely  baffled  any  attempt  at  sport,  where 
such  exists,  but  in  most  of  the  inland  districts,  as 
around  Dublin,  the  1 closure  ” has  been  put  on  since  the 
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ASK  AT  THE  LIBRARIES 

AND  THE 

BOOKSELLERS’ 


THE  IDEAL  FISHING  SUIT. 

BURBERRY  & SONS’  PATENT  TROPICAL  COMBINATION 

GABARDINE. 


FOR 


WILLIAM  BLACK’S 

New  Novel, 

HIGHLAND  COUSINS 


(SECOND  EDITION). 

AND  ALSO 


It.  D.  BLACKMORE’S 

New  Story, 

PERLYCROSS 

(FOURTEENTH  THOUSAND). 


Each  of  these  works  is  now  published  for  the  first 
time  in  one  volume  at  the  popular  price  of 

Six  Shillings. 


This  material  possesses 
merits  which  none  other 
does.  It  is  Rainproof,  yet 
porous,  as  healthy  as  home- 
spun,  exceedingly  light  and 
comfortable.  Thornproof, 
and  indestructible.  Fish 
hooks  will  not  hitch  in  it. 
Neutral  and  fast  in  colour. 
It  is  the  most  efficient 
of  materials  for 
FISHING  in  ALL 
WEATHERS. 


Prices: 

Coats,  42/-,  &c.;  K.  Breeches,  30/-,  &c. ; 
Gaiters,  10/6. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


T.MHiSOIIS 


Write  for  “ Weatherproof 
Kit,”  post  free  (mentioning 
Fishing  Gazette ),  containing 
full  description,  with  illus- 
trations of  this  and  other 
Sporting  Specialities. 

Basingstoke,  Hants; 


AND 


30,  Haymarket, 

')  LONDON. 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBECK  BANK 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEBEST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  CDBBENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100 

STOCKS,  SHAKES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur 
chased  and  sold.  

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift  the  Bank 
receives  Bmall  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Blrkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free  Francis  Bavbnsoroft.  Manager. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  lee  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES 

FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

HILL  & SON. 

4,  HAYMARKET,  S.W. 

Lists  Fret 


THEAKER’S 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES. 

Koach  ...  Is.  8d.) 

Barbel  ...  2s.  2d.(  ,nn  - 

Pike  4s.  od.f  P0r  100  yard8, 

Salmon ...  4s.  lOd.) 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pin-action 
Reels,  Optional  Check. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000. 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlings.  Send  for  Bait 
List.  The  trade  supplied. 

THEAKEB,  10,  CANAL  ST.,  NOTTINGHAM 


OULTON  BROAD  FISHERY, 

LOWESTOFT. 

Preserved  under  the  Norfolk  & Suffoli  Fisheries  Act. 


QUARTERS:  WHERRY  HOTEL, 
^ MUTFORD  BRIDGE.  Beautifully 
situated.  Established  nearly  a oentury. 
Boats,  2s. ; full  bait,  Is. ; men,  4s.  per  day. 
Terms  for  stopping  Visitors  on  applica- 
tion. Gravel  and  sandy  soil. 

G.  MASON,  Proprietor. 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS, 45/-,  50/- 


18/6  1 

I 1 

f 21/- 

— 

21/- 

1 1 

wr  s 

1 1 

26/- 

Fishing 

m % 

Goods  a 

Specialite, 

KING,  MALGOM,  L GO., 

Wader  JSakers  & Waterproofed, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

Inventors  of  the  Improved 


“SOMETHING 

NEW.” 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  1879. 


(PROTKOTKD.) 

THE  " PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING.” 

See  Field,  March  10,  1804. 


1 


October  20,  1894] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


399 


11st  Oot.,  and  now  that  tho  season  is  practically  at  an 
end,  I may  say,  as  regards  the  Dublin,  Meath,  Wicklow, 

J and  Kddare  districts,  that  they  have  yielded  very  good 
I sport  all  along,  and  although  it  has  not  been  a “ record  ” 
season  with  us,  it  has  been  a satisfactory  one  to  anglers 
generally. 

1 KERRY. — The  back-end  angling  has  been  pretty  good 

on  Waterville.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Inny,  a 
few  average  baskets  of  white  trout  were  had  on  Satur- 
day. At  Killarney  the  brown  trout  angling  has  been 
of  a good  description,  but  no  salmon  have  been  had  in 
this  district  during  the  week.  The  season  closed  gene- 
rally throughout  the  county  on  the  15th  inst.,  and 
anglers  are  now  turning  their  attention  to  sea  angling, 
whioh  is  very  good  at  all  stations. 


PROPOSED  LOCK  AND  WEIR  AT  PUTNEY. 

When  poets  of  other  centuries  wrote  of  Thames  that 
his  “ silver  flood  ” was  “strong  without  rage,  without 
o’erflowing,  full,”  they  little  thought  (says  the  Engineer) 
that  a time  would  come  when,  so  far  from  overflowing, 
the  stream  would  dwindle  to  the  likeness  of  the 
attenuated  rivulets  of  type  that  run  through  the  broad 
margins  of  Editions  de  luxe.  But  a water  supply  for 
several  millions  of  people  was  undreamed  of  in  those 
days,  and  no  one  ever  imagined  that  one-third  of  the 
stream  would  pass  through  insatiate  intakes  at  Thames 
Ditton,  for  the  benefit  of  London  water  consumers, 
leaving  the  Thames  below  that  place  a poor  wraith  of 
its  former  self,  or,  at  all  events,  helping  to  bring  about 
a condition  of  river  bed  which  used  only  to  occur  after 
very  dry  seasons.  Another  and  a newer  grievance  of  the 
riverside  parishes  below  Richmond  is  the  Richmond  Lock 
Weir,  recently  completed.  It  seems,  according  to  the 
authorities  of  the  several  parishes  of  Isle  worth,  Brent- 
ord,  Kew,  Hammersmith,  Mortlake,  and  Putney,  that 
this  new  weir  has  rendered  worse  the  already  alarmingly 
inadequate  flow  of  the  river,  and  that  navigation  for 
steamers  is  becoming  difficult.  The  remedy  for  this  state 
of  things  is  proposed  in  a scheme  now  being  prepared  for 
a new  lock  and  weir  to  be  situated  at  or  just  below  Putney. 
One  of  the  worst  points  appears  to  be  at  Kew,  just 
below  the  bridge,  off  Strand-on-the-Green.  Here  the 
actual  stream  is  reduced  to  a narrow  gutter  at  low 
water,  and  steamboats  that  formerly  experienced  no 
difficulty  in  proceeding  as  far  as  Kew  Bridge  or  Rich- 
mond, have  become  hopelessly  grounded  until  the  flow 
of  the  tide  comes  to  their  assistance.  Kew  Eyot  can 
now  be  easily  reached  afoot,  and  even  the  deep  and 
swift  bend  of  the  river  opposite  Brentford  Creek,  well 
known  to  boating  men  from  the  dangerous  nature  of  the 
current  at  this  point,  is  reduced  to  a shallowness  that 
has  never  before  been  observed  here.  Certainly  a lock 
and  weir  at  Putney  would  greatly  improve  tfie  appear- 
ance of  the  river,  and  would  do  away  with  the  offensive 
mud  banks  that  now  appear  at  every  low  tide ; but  this 
would  be  a big  undertaking,  of  considerably  greater 
magnitude  than  that  below  Richmond — itself  the  largest 
of  its  kind.  The  magnitude  would  not,  however,  of 
necessity  be  the  stumbling  block.  It  has  to  be  shown 
that  the  improvement  would  not  be  accompanied  by  an 
objectionable  or  even  harmful  condition  of  the  river 
below  a new  weir  : that  it  would  not,  in  fact,  merely 
hand  down  to  the  wharf-sided  lower  river  below  Putney 
the  condition  of  things  now  existing  above  it,  even  with 
a year  of  plentiful  rainfall.  The  extraction  of  water  for 
the  supply  of  the  five  millions  of  London  ppople  is 
possibly  a sufficient  explanation  of  most  of  the  difference 
between  now  and  half  a century  ago,  but  the  difference 
imputed  to  the  bridges  and  the  embankment  must  not 
be  overlooked. 


The  Pollution  of  the  Eden. — The  letter  recently 
addressed  by  Mr.  P.  H.  Rowlandson,  of  Eden  Bank 
Brewery,  Kirkby  Stephen,  to  the  Parochial  Committee 
calling  their  attention  to  the  sewerage  system  of  the 
town  ought  surely  to  produce  some  result.  Mr.  Row- 
landson stated  that  one-half  of  the  sewage  was  allowed 
to  pour  into  the  river  within  a few  yards  of  his  own 
door  in  an  undiluted  form.  He  was  averse  to  any 
increase  in  the  rates,  but  he  trusted  the  Board  would 
have  the  outlet  at  least  removed  from  his  place.  The  com- 
mittee resolved  that  as  the  R.S.A.  had  appointed  a 
special  committee  to  report  on  the  sewerage  question 
the  letter  be  referred  to  them.  The  whole  of  the  sewage 
of  the  town  flows  into  the  river  in  an  untreated  state. 
Strong  local  opposition  exists  to  a general  scheme 
of  sewage,  the  cost  of  any  effective  remedy  being  esti- 
mated at  from  ,£6000  to  <£10,000.  Well,  well,  and  this  is 
the  condition  of  the  “ glorious  ” Eden.  What  must  the 
river  be  like  by  the  time  the  filth  reaches  Carlisle, 
supposing  other  towns  and  hamlets  add  their  quota  in 
proportion  to  that  supplied  by  the  township  of  Kirkby 
Stephen.  No  wonder,  independently  of  the  absence  of 
rain,  that  angling  has  been  poor  during  the  last  few 
years  in  the  “ glorious  ” Eden. 

“Ructions”  at  the  Limerick  Fishery  Board. — 
A special  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators 
was  held  on  Monday  last,  and  again  the  meeting  was 
the  scene  of  a series  of  “ructions.”  Two  gentlemen, 
Mr.  McNamara  and  Mr.  Mahony,  claimed  the  chair,  and 
a delightful  fight  for  it  ensued.  Finally  the  police  were 
called  in  and  restored  order.  The  rival  factions  then 
held  separate  meetings,  and  resolutions  were  put  and 
carried,  and  the  farce  terminated.  It  is  near  time  that 
the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  should  interfere,  if  they 
have  the  power  to  do  so. 

“ Hugest  of  all  are  fish  in  sea 

For  they  were  formed  by  heaven’s  great  King 
Before  all  other  earthly  thing.” 


Coraspontonct 

[ We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

TARPON. 

Dear  Marston, — You  have  published  a fine  likeness 
of  my  friend’s  fish  ! I,  too,  was  unaware  of  the  name 
“jew  fish”  being  applied  to  the  “ tarpum,”  until  I 
found  it  in  the  United  States  Commission  of  Fish 
Report,  by  G.  Brown  Goode  (designation  of  my  volume, 
sect.  1,  1884),  sect.  182,  pages  G10  and  611  : “ The 
sailors’  name  for  this  fish,  by  which  same  name  it  is 
also  known  at  Key  West,  Brunswick,  Bermuda,  Georgia, 
and  elsewhere,  is  tarpum  or  tarpon.  In  Georgia  and 
Florida  it  is  comm, only  called  the  ‘ jew  fish,’  & name 
also  applied  by  the  fishermen  of  South  Florida  to  a 
species  of  percoid.” — Yours  very  truly,  Exeter. 

Our  respected  Plymouth  correspondent,  Mr.  William 
Hearder,  sends  us  the  following  sketch  of  a brace  of 
tarpon  which  he  preserved  for  the  late  Lieut.  Henn. 
Their  respective  weights  were  1371b.  and  1451b.  The 


lengths  of  the  fish  are  not  given.  Perhaps  Mr.  Hearder 
will  kindly  send  on  the  dimensions.  Meanwhile  we 
must  judge  by  comparison.  The  “ length  ” of  the  man 
(from  crown  of  head  to  sole  of  foot)  is  5ft.  lOJin. — Ed. 

THE  JEW  FISH. 

Sir, — The  following  is  an  illustration  of  the  black 
grouper,  Epinephelus  nigritus,  whioh  is  called  in  Florida 
and  Texas  the  jew  fish  ; it  is  abundant  along  the  coast 
of  East  Florida  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
greatest  size  attained  is  about  501b.  They  are  taken 


with  hook  and  line  by  the  use  of  mullet  and  crab 
bait,  and  are  much  esteemed  as  food. 

The  tarpum  and  the  Pacific  black  sea  bass  (a  fish  that 
reaches  a weight  of  5001b.),  are  also  known  in  some 
places  by  the  name  of  the  jew  fish. — I am,  &c.. 

Hammersmith.  J.  L.  T. 


“BULL  VERSUS  SEA  TROUT.” 

Sir, — For  some  weeks  past  I have  been  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  amount  of  correspondence  relative  to 
the  above,  “Bull  versus  Sea  Trout,”  and  should  have 
written  a few  lines  upon  the  subject,  but  could  not  see 
my  way  quite  clear  to  answer  in  the  way  in  which 
I wished  ; neither  do  I now  wish  to  enter  into  the  con- 
troversy, but,  after  the  most  able  letter  written  by  your 
valued  correspondent  E.  M.  Tod,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  the  Gth  inst.,  I must  really  offer  a “suggestion.” 
E.  M.  Tod  very  justly  states  “that  it  will  be  allowed 
that  he  who  will  take  up  these  practical  points  seriatim , 
and  will  answer  them,  will  benefit  a largo  body  of 
anglers,  and  not  least  of  all  E.  M.  Tod  himself.” 

I fully  endorse  E.  M.  Tod’s  words,  and  will  only  quote 
E.  M.  Tod’s  last  question,  as  an  opening  for  my  sugges- 
tion : “But  can’t  you  be  more  definite  1 Wherein  lies 
the  difference  in  the  shape  of  the  body,  of  the  head,  the 
tail,  the  position  or  formation  of  the  fins,  the  scales, 
and  perhaps  the  teeth,  of  tho  two  fishes.” 

Well,  there  has  been  so  much  said  upon  the  subject  as 


above,  that  I think  wo  may  venture  upon  a much  surer 
way,  in  my  humble  opinion,  of  coming  to  facts. 

To  commence  with,  as  an  illustration,  I will  take  the 
Gadula:,  the  cod  and  haddock  family,  of  which  the  late 
Dr.  Buckland  tells  us  there  are  no  less  than  sixteen 
species,  of  which  I give  a few  of  the  best  known, 
viz.,  cod,  haddock,  whiting,  coalfish,  pollack,  ling,  &c. 
Now,  it  must  be  understood  that  most  fish  have 
ear  bones,  or  otoliths,  commonly  called  brain  ivory. 
Now,  although  no  less  than  sixteen  species  of  the 
above  order  are  known,  they  have  each  a distinct 
shaped  ear  bone ; so  that  one  need  never  be  in 
doubt  as  to  the  species  of  the  Gad.ida:  by  comparing  the 
same.  Now  my  opinion  is  that  a collection  of  Salmonida 
otoliths,  or  ear  bones,  should  be  collected  and  then 
compared,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  each  fish,  viz.,  the 
salmon,  the  bull  trout,  sea  trout,  sewin,  common  trout, 
great  lake  trout,  gillaroo  trout,  the  chars  and  smelts, 
contain  distinctly-formed  ear  bones  that  would  distinctly, 
especially  for  scientific  purposes,  settle  tho  question  as 
to  the  numerous  species  ; and  either  giving  credence  to 
the  whole  of  them  existing  or  by  greatly  reducing  the 
numbers  stated,  or  varieties,  as  at  present  authenticated. 
The  wide  difference  in  the  appearance  in  the  otoliths  of 
sea  fish  convince  me  that  the  only  trustworthy  way  of 
coming  to  a conclusion  is  by  comparing  the  otoliths.  A 
codfish  has  never  yet  been  found  to  contain  the  ear 
bones  of  haddock,  and  vice  versa  ; therefore  it  would 
be  the  same  with  salmon  and  trout,  &c. 

I have  a splendid  collection  of  sea  fish  otoliths,  which 
have  been  exhibited  at  Norwich,  Edinburgh,  and  twice 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  for  which  I have  a diploma  of 
honour  and  certificate  of  merit ; but,  owing  to  ill-health 
for  some  months  past,  I have  not  been  able  to  get  a 
complete  set  of  good  Salmonida:  otoliths. 

You  will  observe  that  I have  really  not  answered  your 
correspondent  E.  M.  Tod’s  questions,  viz.,  shape  of  body, 
of  the  head,  the  tail,  the  position  or  formation  of  the 
fins,  the  scales,  and  perhaps  the  teeth,  because  I con- 
sider that  neither  of  them  can  be  brought  so  near  to  the 
fact  as  the  ear  bones  themselves.  Until  such  is  made  a 
fact,  the  old  old  story  of  what  is  a trnff,  a bull  trout, 
sea  trout,  &c.,  &c.,  no  outward  appearance  will  in  my 
estimation  ever  settle  or  solve  the  problem. — Yours 
faithfully,  Frank  Gosden, 

Ichthyologist  and  Pisciculturalist  to  his  late  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  K.G.,  P.C. 

Sir, — If  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  consults  the  volume  of  the 
Badminton  Library  on  Salmon  and  Trout  he  will  find 
therein  explained  the  differences  between  S.  eriox  and 
S.  trutta ; or,  better  still,  for  more  fully  will  he  find 
them  in  the  “ Angler  Naturalist,”  by  H.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell,  Esq. 

During  last  season  and  this  one  I have  taken  some 
trouble  and  much  interest  in  comparing  the  scientific 
details  by  which  one  may  with  certainty  decide  which  is 
S.  eriox  and  which  S.  trutta,  and  with  the  help  of  a 
small  sketch  of  the  operculum  of  each  species,  and  note 
of  number  of  fin  rays,  itc.,  I have  not  found  any  diffi- 
culty in  easily  deciding  the  question.  If  of  any  use  to 
Mr.  Tod  I will  gladly  send  him  a sketch  and  notes. — I 
am,  &c.,  F.  M.  Leslie. 

Machynlleth,  N.  Wales. 

Sir, — I have  followed  the  correspondence  in  your 
columns  with  interest,  and  have  just  read  the  amusing 
letter  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  on  the  above  subject. 

In  reply  thereto,  I do  not  pretend  to  be  “ a man  of 
science,"  but  he  wdl  find  a “ family  portrait  ” of  a bull 
trout,  as  woll  as  those  of  sea  trout,  sewin,  “ et  hoc  genus 
omne,”  if  he  will  refer  to  that  splendidly  illustrated 
work  “ British  Fresh-water  Fishes,”  by  the  Rev.  W. 
Houghton,  and  also  a chapter  on  each  variety,  with 
scientific  discussions. 

But  as  a practical  amateur  fisherman  (though  not  of 
very  long  experience),  I think  I can  briefly  explain  the 
difference  as  regards  appearance  between  sea  trout  and 
bull  trout — as  I happen  to  have  captured  and  examined 
both  kinds,  as  well  as  eaten  them,  within  the  past  two 
years. 

The  bull  trout  is  not  so  abundant  as  the  sea  trout,  but 
is  generally  found  in  tidal  rivers.  It  is  in  greatest 
abundanoe  in  the  Coquet  river  (Northumberland).  I 
have  caught  it  also  in  the  Dovey,  near  Machynlleth  in 
Wales,  and  this  month  in  the  Ythan  (Scotland).  It 
rarely  takes  the  fly,  though  it  has  been  thus  taken,  but 
will  go  at  spinning  bait,  either  natural  or  artificial. 
Externally  it  is  rather  longer  both  in  head  and  body  than 
the  sea  trout,  and  has  a more  “pikey”  appearance. 
The  round  circles  and  spots  on  its  body  are  darker  and 
more  marked  than  in  sea  trout,  though  its  belly  is  of  the 
same  silvery  white.  Its  Dack  resembles  more  a darkish 
loch  trout,  and  its  head  is  more  prominent  in  proportion 
to  the  body.  Lastly,  on  the  table  its  flesh  is  usually 
found  when  cooked  to  be  of  a yellowish  white,  or  very 
pale  buff-pink,  much  paler  than  genuine  Salmo  trutta. — 
I am,  sir,  yours  truly,  H.  C.  Woodward. 

Northway  House,  Seaforth,  near  Liverpool. 

I’.S. — I think  the  portrait  of  the  bull  trout  in  Mr. 
Houghton’s  work,  though  very  clearly  showing  the 
shape  of  this  fish,  is  too  reddish-brown  in  colour,  and 
not  grey  enough,  while  the  Bpots  are  more  marked  on 
the  specimens  I have  seen  than  in  his  picture. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  correspondence  on  “Is 
the  Sea  Trout  a Hybrid,”  which  originated  with  my 
letter  of  Sept.  1,  and  to  my  letter  published  in  the 
edition  of  Sept.  22  particularly,  I think  my  statement 
that  “ Black  Hackle  ” said  the  “peal”  of  Ireland  “is 
tho  Salmo  salar  upwards  of  61b.  or  thereabouts,” 
should  have  read  “ up  to.”  If  I wrote  “ upwards  of,” 
it  was  through  error,  As  all  the  weight  of  authority  is 
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on  tho  sido  of  tho  “ pool  ” aw  being  tho  gonuino  Salmo 
truth i — I should  liavo  said  tho  “ poal  of  tho  West  of 
England  ” — I will  say  no  more,  as  I am  no  authority  on 
tho  Mubjoot.  I should  liko,  howovor,  to  hoo  tho  matter 
decided  by  Homo  one  onoo  and  for  all  by  a oomparison  of 
Hpooitnon  finli  of  tho  Scotch  hoo  trout,  tho  Irish  white 
trout,  and  tho  West  of  England  peal.  It  would  oIho  boa 
good  thing  if  tho  Finking  Gazette  would  givo  a distinct 
list  of  the  Salmonidce  found  in  tho  British  Isles,  with 
thoir  proper  English,  scientific,  and  local  names.  It  is 
decidedly  puzzling  when  two  distinct  fish  (as  tho 
“poal”  of  Ireland  and  tho  “peal”  of  West  England 
must  now  bo  allowed  to  be)  are  called  by  one  and  the 
same  name.  The  “bull  trout”  I have  since  hoard  is 
tho  hybrid  between  tho  salmon  and  the  trout.  Surely 
if  that  is  tho  case  “ Halmon  trout”  would  be  more 
applicable  to  him  as  a namo?  It  would  be  interesting, 
too,  if  some  proprietors  of  fish  hatcheries  would  try  ex- 
periments of  orossos  between  salmon  and  trout,  salmon 
and  sea  trout,  &o.,  &c.  The  difficulty  would  arise  as  to  in 
what  manner  these  hybrids  should  be  given  their  dose  of 
salt  water  and  sea  food  ! — I am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Huntly,  N.B.  C.  D.  Lester. 

FISHING  AT  BAD  BOLL. 

Dear  Marston,— Had  it  not  been  for  your  editorial 
note  at  tho  bottom  of  an  anonymous  account  of  fishing 
at  Bad  Boll  I should  not  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
answer  it.  I have  already  said  what  I think  of  the 
river,  and  after  three  seasons’  experience  see  no  cause 
to  alter  my  views.  However,  as  your  readers  must  be 
a good  deal  puzzled  by  these  conflicting  statements,  I 
will  try  and  explain  them  as  well  as  I can. 

I have  been  here  since  the  beginning  of  May,  during 
which  time  a considerable  number  of  men  have  fished 
the  Wutach.  They  may  be  divided  into  three  classes  : 

1.  Fishermen. 

2.  Dry  fly  fishermen. 

3.  Duffers. 

No.  1 is  the  all-round  man  who  can  take  any  water  as  it 
Comes — still  or  rapid — generally  a thorough  sportsman, 
and  like  your  correspondent,  “ L.  H.  L.,”  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  6 (which  I should  like  to  call  your  readers’ 
attention  to ; it  is  headed  “ Trout  Fishing  in  Germany  ”), 
has  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  killing  his  fish  and  speaks 
highly  of  the  river. 

No.  2 is  the  dry  fly  man,  whose  experience  has  been 
limited  to  slow  running  chalk  streams.  Many  of  them 
are  no  doubt  “ nailers  ” on  their  own  water,  but  are 
heavily  handicapped  when  fishing  for  the  first  time  a 
fast  rough  bit  of  water  like  this.  I find  that  after  a few 
days  here  they  invariably  declare  “ there’s  not  a fish  in 
the  river,”  and  unfortunately  tell  all  their  friends  so  to 
account  for  their  own  want  of  skill. 

No.  3 is  the  duffer,  who  I divide  into  two  classes : the 
beginner  who  knows  he  is  a duffer,  and,  recognising  the 
fact,  is  not  above  seeking  advice  or  assistance,  and  who 
will  no  doubt  some  day  become  a fisherman  ; and  the 
duffer  who  fancies  himself  a fisherman  already.  His 
case  is  hopeless,  and  he  always  tells  everyone  “there’s 
not  a fish  in  the  river,”  when  he  really  has  not  the 
faintest  idea  how  to  catch  them. 

I don’t  fish  very  regularly — about  twice  a week  at  the 
outside — as  there  are  plenty  of  attractions  besides  fishing 
at  Bad  Boll ; but  about  the  time  your  anonymous  cor- 
respondent writes  the  duffer  element  was  unusually 
strong,  and  the  old  story  of  there  “ not  being  a fish  in 
the  river  ” was  more  rife  than  ever  ; so  one  morning  I 
said  to  my  son  Frank — a Wellington  College  boy  of 
fourteen,  who  was  spending  his  holidays  here,  but  who 
having  fished  in  the  Orkney  Islands  and  Skye  from  the 
age  of  eight,  comes  well  into  class  1 — “ Frank,  my  boy, 
the  duffers  are  worse  than  ever  ; we  must  try  and  kill 
some  trout,  or  people  will  begin  to  believe  them.” 
“All  right,  dad.”  We  started  from  the  hotel  on  foot 
(your  anonymous  correspondent  seems  to  imply  one  has 
to  drive  to  get  any  water  worth  fishing),  the  date  I see 
by  my  diary  was  Sept.  11,  filled  completely  a good-sized 
basket  (about  141b.  or  lGlb.),  and  Frank,  who  was  very 
lucky  and  killed  more  fish  than  I did,  topped  up  his 
catch  with  a perfect  shaped  trout  in  grand  condition  ot 
2ilb. 

Now,  if  at  the  fag  end  of  the  season,  myself  and  a boy 
of  fourteen  years  old  can  fill  a basket  on  a river  that  has 
been  steadily  flogged  since  April,  I think  it  shows 
plainly  enough  that  there  must  be  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
Wutach  even  if  the  duffers  cannot  catch  them. 

With  regard  to  extent,  I have  fished  the  river  from 
its  commencement  to  the  Rhine,  and  it  must  be  nearer 
fifty  than  forty  miles. — Yours  sincerely,  Rose  Price. 

Bad  Boll,  Oct.  15,  1894. 

[Sir  Rose  Price’s  letter  makes  one  long  to  go  and  fish 
at  Bad  Boll.— Ed.]  

BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB,  LTD. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a letter 
appearing  in  your  issue  of  Saturday  last,  the  13th  inst., 
in  reference  to  this  club.  I cannot  do  better  than  send 
you  a cutting  from  the  Field  of  the  6th  inst.  containing 
a letter  from  Mr.  George  Knowles,  the  chairman  of  tho 
club,  and  my  own  letter,  which  I think  conclusively 
answer  tho  letter  of  your  correspondent.  Since  writing 
to  the  Field,  the  agent  of  the  club  at  Bad  Boll  has 
written  me  that  by  careful  map  measurement  there  are 
fifty  miles  of  river. 

The  club  bolds  the  first  statutory  meeting  of  share- 
holders on  Wednesday  next,  the  17th  inst.,  and  the 
directors  of  tho  club  will  be  very  glad  to  see  your  cor- 
respondent and  his  friends  if  they  will  attend. 

It  is  a pity  your  correspondent  should  not  give  his 
name  and  address,  as  his  letter  is  most  certainly  a libel 
on  the  club.  I have,  however,  oh  solicitor  to  the  club, 


advised  the  directors  that  the  attack  is  not  one  worth 
legal  proceedings. — Yours  faithfully, 

F.  Douglas-Noeman. 

4,  Now-court,  Lincoln’s-inn. 

| Tho  following  is  the  correspondence  in  tho  Field 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Norman. — Ed.  F.  G .) 

Si’ORT  at  Bad  Boll. 

Sir, — 1 have  seen  the  complaints  of  one  of  your  corre- 
spondents in  the  Field  about  the  Bad  Boll  fishing.  I 
have  not  time  to-day  to  go  into  all  his  statements,  but 
there  is  one  that  I cannot  allow  to  remain  uncontra- 
dicted— viz.,  that  “ there  are  not  forty  miles,”  as  the 
fishing  extends  fully  that  distance. 

A part,  commencing  about  twelve  miles  from  the 
hotel,  was  underlet  by  the  proprietor,  but  as  soon  as  the 
present  season  is  at  an  end  all  rights  under  that  tenancy 
will  cease,  and  no  netting  will  be  allowed.  The  lease 
has  not  yet  been  made  over  to  the  Bad  Boll  Club,  and 
they  are  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  fishing  during  this  season. 

I was  not  able  to  go  out  this  autumn,  as  I had 
intended  ; but  I fished  thirteen  days  in  June,  and  caught 
201  trout,  besides  grayling,  my  best  basket  being  201b., 
caught  in  abont  half  a mile  of  water  between  Achdorf 
Bridge  and  the  weir.  George  Knowles. 

Syrencot,  near  Amesbury,  Oct.  3. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  received  a reply  to 
the  statements  published  last  week  from  Mr.  Douglas- 
Norman,  who,  apart  from  his  connection  with  the  club, 
is  an  enthusiastic  and  experienced  angler.  He  says 
that  last  year  at  the  corresponding  period  of  the  season 
he  had  splendid  sport  and  killed  many  fish  over  lib., 
and  that  he  could  get  a dozen  practical  fishermen  to 
refute  the  assertions  of  our  correspondent.  Taking 
these  in  their  categorical  order,  Mr.  Douglas-Norman 
writes : 

“1.  If  your  correspondent  had  only  used  a little 
research  he  would  have  found  that  the  undersides  of 
the  stones  in  the  river  are  practically  covered  with  fish 
food  in  the  shape  of  caddis,  &c.  I have  rarely  seen  a 
river  with  more  fish  food  in  it.  Achdorf  is  only  about 
nine  miles  from  the  hotel,  and  is  easily  reached  by 
splendid  roads,  for  which  the  district  is  famous.  It  is 
ptrfect  nonsense  to  say  it  is  inaccessible  to  most  people, 
as  to  my  own  knowledge  a gentleman,  a well-known 
angler,  over  seventy  years  of  age,  has  been  there  several 
times  this  year  from  the  Bad  Boll  Hotel.  Further  than 
this,  there  is  plenty  of  accommodation  to  be  had  at 
Achdorf  and  the  Wutach  Mill,  if  fishermen  wish  to  stay 
the  night.  Where  then  is  the  inaccessibility  ? 

“ 2.  Of  coarse,  the  water  has  been  much  fished  this 
year  in  consequence  of  the  publicity  given  to  the  fish- 
ing ; also,  on  account  of  the  netting  rights  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  river  being  still  in  existence,  the  angling 
was  confined  to  a small  portion  of  the  stream.  The 
club  has  only  just  been  formed,  and  the  water  has  in  no 
way  during  last  season  been  under  its  management,  and 
there  have  been  no  restrictions  as  to  fishing.  I was  only 
at  Bad  Boll  a day  and  a half  this  season,  and  not  for 
fishing,  but  I saw  the  bags  made  by  Sir  Rose  Price  and 
his  son  for  the  day  I arrived,  and  they  consisted  of  one 
twelve  and  the  other  fifteen  fish,  the  largest  fish  weigh- 
ing 2|lb.  I tried  for  a couple  of  hours  near  the  hotel, 
and  not  in  the  portion  mentioned  in  4,  with  borrowed 
rod  and  tackle,  and  was  broken  three  times  with  heavy 
fish,  this  notwithstanding  there  were  five  other  men 
fishing  the  same  stretch  ! 

“3.  This  statement  is  incorrect.  The  water  leased  by 
the  club  extends  from  the  . junction  of  the  Wutach  and 
the  Gutach  down  to  the  junction  of  the  Wutach  with 
the  Rhine.  Has  your  correspondent  measured  the 
distance?  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  beyond 
Achdorf,  I have,  and  can  tell  him  the  portions  he 
describes  are  a very  small  portion  of  the  fishing ; the 
whole  of  the  river  was  formerly  leased  for  netting,  but 
the  rights  below  Achdorf  end  at  the  expiration  of  this 
season. 

“4.  The  water  in  front  of  the  hotel  for  about  half  a 
mile  or  more  is  not,  as  your  correspondent  states, 
preserved  for  fry,  and  there  is  no  intention  of  so  using 
it.  A number  of  breeding  fish  were  turned  in  there 
some  months  back,  and,  as  they  were  in  a bad  condition, 
having  been  kept  by  the  late  proprietor  in  a pond, 
arrangements  were  made  that  the  portion  of  water 
referred  to  should  not  be  fished  this  season.  Apart 
from  this,  I do  not  see  how  the  weir  is  going  to  sweep 
the  fish  out ; and,  as  to  the  water  above  the  first  bridge 
being  rough,  what  rough  means  is  a matter  of  opinion. 
If  your  correspondent  expected  to  find  a river  like  the 
Itchen,  no  doubt  he  was  disappointed,  but  if  he  has  had 
experience  of  the  north  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Devonshire,  he  will  find  a comparison  all  in  favour  of 
the  Wutach. 

“ It  is  absolutely  a mis-statement  to  say  that  a cliff 
blocks  further  progress  on  the  upper  water.  I have 
been  over  all  of  it,  but  I have  never  yet  met  this  cliff  ; 
perhaps  it  is  a movable  obstruction  to  be  seen  only  by 
those  who  ‘ ill  desire  to  see.’  Your  correspondent  will 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  others  and  myself  have  fished 
the  river  above  the  second  bridge,  and  have  struck  it  at 
several  points.  Of  course,  it  is  not  liko  walking  down 
Piccadilly,  but  what  true  sportsman  would  have  it  so  ? 
The  remainder  of  this  paragraph  is  answered  in  my 
reply  to  No.  1. 

“ 5.  Certainly  a part  of  the  river  is  in  a deep  gorge. 
How  is  this  an  objection  ? The  fish  do  not  consider  it 
one  by  the  number  you  find  there,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
room  at  tho  sidos,  there  boing  meadows  all  down  this 
gorge. 

“6.  What  sized  fish  does  your  correspondent  want  to 
catch  ? It  is  a fact,  and  this  appears  to  be  the  only 
correct  statement  in  hiB  letter,  excepting  the  compli- 


ments he  pays  to  the  country  and  tho  hotel — that  tho 
Government  put  in  a quantity  of  parr  ; but  again  he 
errs,  as  these  parr  were  not  bought,  and  care  will  be 
taken  that  no  more  are  put  in  above  Wcizen. 

“ 7.  Your  correspondent  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
in  the  short  stretch  of  water  (which  I assume,  with  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  water,  he  knows  well)  from 
the  bridge  at  the  Wutach  Mill  to  the  dam,  a gentleman 
filled  his  pannier  with  fish  over  lOin.  with  the  dry  fly. 
I have  myself  done  exceeding  well  with  dry  fly  in  all 
parts  of  the  river. 

“ As  to  the  other  objections,  they  are  really  very 
amusing.  What  true  sportsman  [does  not  find  fishing 
very  hard  work?  Is  your  correspondent  one  of  those 
gentlemen  who  enjoys  a day  in  a punt  on  the  Thames, 
provided  with  a comfortable  hard-bottomed  chair,  and 
someone  provided  to  bait  the  swim  and  hooks,  and  take 
the  fish  off  the  hook  for  him,  his  duty  being  to  attend  at 
the  weighing-in  and  count  the  weight?  Perhaps  he 
expected,  in  addition,  someone  to  go  into  the  water  to 
hook  the  fish  on. 

“Most  distinctly  the  Wutach  is  not  a “duffer’s 
river,”  but,  given  a man  who  can  catch  fish  in  the 
Scotch  rivers,  he  will  bo  well  on  the  Wutach.  Of  course 
the  river  has  its  bad  days,  like  all  other  streams,  and 
you  do  not  expect  to  do  much  when  a river  has  been  un- 
settled fora  fortnight  with  continual  spates. 

“ As  to  your  correspondent  stating  that  he  does  not 
think  there  is  a single  watcher,  every  Government 
employe  is  bound,  as  part  of  his  duty,  to  prevent 
poaching  in  the  river.  The  only  day  I had  on  the  river 
this  year  I was  asked  for  my  card  of  permission,  and 
this  some  miles  below  the  Wutach  Mill. 

“ In  conclusion,  let  me  tell  your  correspondent  that 
the  club  has  now  been  formed,  and  shares  allotted,  and 
that  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  get  the  fishing 
into  the  very  best  state  possible.” 


Sir, — Your  correspondent  who  was  not  able  to  catch 
any  fish  at  Bad  Boll  during  a fortnight’s  stay  (a  by  no 
means  isolated  case,  by  the  way),  alludes  to  the  Pall 
Mall  Gazette  as  though  the  articles  on  Bad  Boll  in  that 
paper  had  depicted  things  otherwise  than  they  are. 
Your  correspondent  must  have  read  those  articles  very 
carelessly  indeed,  for,  had  he  been  more  careful  in  his 
reading,  he  would  have  found  plenty  of  reference  to  the 
arduous  nature  of  the  fishing.  Quoting  from  the  last 
article,  of  July  23,  referred  to  by  your  correspondent  in 
one  of  his  remarks,  we  find,  in  allusion  to  the  open  space 
in  the  valley  upon  which  Bad  Boll  is  situated  : “ This  is 
the  only  space  of  the  kind  that  exists  for  many 
miles  in  either  direction,  the  stream  for  a long 
distance  up  and  down  rushing  along  between  steep 
banks  that  are  either  wooded  or  consist  of  beetling 
cliffs.”  Also,  “ The  visitor  . . . wanders  down  the 

river  bank  until  he  arrives  at  a spot  where  tho  path 
leads  into  the  water.  After  a time  he  arrives  at  the 
correct  conclusion,  that  the  only  way  to  proceed  farther 
is  to  wade  ; and  in  a comparatively  short  distance  the 
stream  has  to  be  forded  several  times.  One  of  the  first 
tasks  of  the  club  will  be  the  erection  of  bridges  at  these 
spots.”  Again,  “the  angling  is  affected  by  the  wildness 
of  the  scenery,  and  wading  up  the  middle  is  the  way  to 
fish  the  water  with  success.  Indeed,  it  is  the  only  way 
to  fish  the  greater  part  of  it  at  all,  and  wading 
trousers  must  be  worn.”  Your  correspondent  speaks  of 
a public  protest  being  needed.  I think  so,  too  : but  it 
is  against  people  who,  with  the  facts  as  plainly  stated 
as  above  before  them,  deliberately  sit  down  and  com- 
plain that  they  were  misled.  I should  be  glad  to  know 
how  the  nature  of  the  fishing  could  have  been  made  more 
clear  than  it  was  in  the  above  extracts. 

Your  correspondent  begins  his  series  of  plaints  as 
follows:  “ First,  there  is  not  a 51b.  trout  in  every  pool 
( vide  Pall  Mall  Gazette).”  Let  us  turn  to  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette  and  see  what  it  says.  Speaking  of  the  rule  to 
return  lOin.  fish,  we  read  : “ Every  pool  holds  one  or 
more  fish  of  much  larger  size,  up  to  51b.  or  so  ; and 
these  no  doubt  have  become  cannibals,  for  they  are 
often  seen  to  follow  smaller  ones  that  have  been  hooked, 
but  are  not  to  be  had  on  the  fly.”  On  the  strength  of 
this  more  than  one  angler  seems  to  have  gone  out  under 
the  impression  that  he  would  catch  a “ 51b.  trout  iu  every 
pool.”  Apparently  some  people  cannot  understand 
their  own  language  when  printed.  As  for  a “dozen 
5-pounders  per  mile,”  I do  not  suppose  that,  on  an 
average,  there  are  more  than  two  or  tnree  pools  in  each 
mile  of  the  stream  capable  of  holding  large  fish,  the  state- 
ment concerning  which,  as  it  appears  in  the  P.  M.  G., 
and  not  as  interpreted  by  your  correspondent,  is  abso- 
lutely correct. 

With  your  permission  I will  now  quote  four  consecu- 
tive lines  of  your  correspondents’  objections,  to  show 
how  unreasonable  and  inconsistent  his  disappointment 
has  made  him.  He  speaks  of  “ The  water  below 
Achdorf,  miles  away,  and  inaccessible  to  most  people. 
Second,  it  is  over-fished.  Third,  there  are  not  forty 
miles.” 

The  water  below  Achdorf  is  miles  away  and  inac- 
cessible, yet  it  is  over-fished.  Who,  then,  over  fishes 
it?  The  thing  is  a swindle  because  there  are  not  forty 
miles  of  water,  and  yet  the  complaint  is  that  what  there 
is  of  it  is  too  far  away.  Did  your  correspondent  aud 
those  other  visitors  who  indorse  his  sentiments  expect  to 
find  the  whole  of  tho  forty  miles  round  tho  hotel? 

Forty  miles  are  forty  miles  in  tho  Black  Forost,  as 
elsewhere,  and  of  all  tho  strange  complaints  1 ever  saw 
put  on  paper  is  that  of  a man  wbo  goos  to  fish  forty  miles 
of  water  and  is  grieved  because  some  of  it  is  “ miles 
away.”  I was  not  aware  when  I wrote  tho  Pall  Mall 
Gazette  artiolos  that  tho  proprietor  had  given  up  some 
of  tho  w ater  to  the  netters,  or  1 should  have  mentioned 
flio  fact.  It  was  a new  and  temporary  arrangement, 


made  to  reooup  the  rent  of  the  water,  and  your  corre- 
spondent unnecessarily  anticipates  evil  when  he  imagines 
that  the  netting  will  continue  under  club  auspices. 

Your  correspondent,  in  his  eagerness  to  get  up 
a case  against  Bad  Boll,  makes  very  absurd  objec- 
tions. One  of  these  is  that  the  water  was  prac- 
tically useless  for  a dry  fly.  Fancy  going  out 
to  a tearing  mountain  torrent  to  use  the  dry  fly.  As.  a 
matter  of  fact,  myself  and  others  have  used  the  dry  fly  in 
suitable  places  with  success,  especially  with  the  gray- 
ling. He  has  got  a very  confused  idea  of  the  spates, 
which,  according  to  him,  wash  anglers  and  fish  indis- 
criminately away  to  the  Rhine.  The  “ half  mile  or  more 
nominal  preserve  for  fry  ” is  a myth.  The  feiv  fish  that 
were  stripped  for  their  ova  were  put  in  under  a tumbling 
bay,  and  anglers  were  asked  not  to  fish  there.  Last 
year  I caught  several  good  fish  a few  hundred  yards 
below  the  hotel.  This  year  the  water  there  was  less 
satisfactory,  the  Wutach  not  being  exempt  from  the 
inexplicable  changes  that  affect  all  rivers.  As  to  the 
element  of  roughness  and  solitude,  that,  I presume,  is 
a matter  of  taste.  They  suit  me  and  the  friends  I fish 
with,  and  clearly  do  not  please  your  correspondent  and 
his  friends.  Let  me  suggest  to  them  Lake  Vyrnwy,  or 
the  waters  of  Bellaggio,  Surrey,  as  being  more  in  keep- 
ing with  their  requirements. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  horses  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that,  pending  the  taking  over  of  the  place  by  the 
club,  the  owner  was  cutting  down  every  expense  he 
could,  and  I believe  that  but  two  horses  were  in  the 
stable.  Knowing  that  I was  not  in  Piccadilly,  with  a 
cab-stand  every  hundred  yards,  I made  arrangements  to 
get  horses  from  the  village  close  by,  and,  personally,  1 
never  suffered  inconvenience.  As  to  the  expense  ot 
driving,  this  comes  to  very  little  per  head  when  a few 
go  together. 

You,  Mr.  Editor,  have  of  course  hit  one  nail  on  the 
head  when  you  say  that  the  time  of  year  makes  a vast 
difference.  At  the  end  of  August  the  trout  are 
markedly  out  of  condition,  and  already  working  up 
stream.  The  grayling  are  decidedly  coming  on  in 
numbers  in  the  lower  portions  (just  above  and  below 
Achdorf  I mean),  and  I can  go  straight  to  three  or  four 
places  where  there  are  numbers.  In  one  short  piece  of 
water  the  dry  fly  fisherman  would  find  occupation  for  a 
couple  of  hours.  I have  visited  Bad  Boll  twice,  and 
hope  to  do  so  many  times  in  the  future. 

The  Whiter  of  the 
“Pall  Mall  Gazette’’  Articles. 

LARGE  IRISH  AND  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Sir,— -Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  again  shields  himself  behind 
the  nom  de  plume  of  “ Pismusoator,”  and  week  by 
week  alternates  the  signature  he  appends  to  his  letters, 
his  object  evidently  being  to  give  your  readers  the 
false  impression  that  the  letters  signed  E.  T.  Sachs  and 
“ Pismuscator  ” are  written  by  different  correspon- 
dents. Last  Saturday,  the  13th  inst.,  he  referred  as 
“Pismuscator”  to  his  own  letter  (signed  E.  T.  Sachs) 
of  the  previous  week,  thus  : “ I perceive  Mr.  Sachs 
points  out,  &e.,  &c.,”  as  if  it  corroborated  “ Pismus- 
cator’s”  arguments;  this  was  clever,  but  very  trioky 
of  Mr.  Edwin  Sachs,  but  it  was  a subterfuge  I should 
have  thought  he  would  feel  ashamed  of  descending  to. 

In  a previous  letter  I corrected  him  respecting  the 
head  of  my  371b.  pike,  and  last  week  he  was  equally 
inaccurate  in  assuming  that  the  head  of  my  271b.  fish 
measures  12in. ; it  is  only  10.)in.  long,  which  leaves 
32Jin.  (not  30in.  as  he  incorrectly  concludes)  for  the 
length  of  the  pike’s  body,  which  over  much  of  its  extent 
exceeds  by  l)in.  the  girth  (although  the  same  towards 
the  tail)  of  the  Lough  Conn  fish. 

I decline  to  accept  his  assertion  that  fish-spawn 
weighs  less  than  fish- flesh  : it  is  inventive  of  him  to 
advance  a theory,  which  “fits  in”  with  his  argument, 
but  with  anglers  who  know,  “ it  won’t  wash.” 

Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  says,  “ It  is  interesting  to  read  how  I 
caught  my  pike.”  If  he  is  pleased,  I don’t  object ; but 
what  I wished  to  convey  was  this  : my  371b.  and  361b. 
pike  were  caught  on  snap-tackle  ; the  311b.  fish  on  gut- 
paternoster,  and  each  one  was  landed  within  half  an 
hour  after  it  was  hooked  ; but  then  they  were  only 
English  pike.  The  Lough  Conn  pike  required  three  and 
a half  hours,  it  appears,  to  get  it  to  the  gaff,  or  net ; 
perhaps  for  the  reason  that  (as  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  would  have 
us  believe),  its  flesh  was  heavier  by  thirty-three  per 
cent,  than  that  of  its  esocidae  cousins  of  the  same 
dimensions  on  this  side  the  Irish  Channel.— I am, 
yours,  &c.,  Alfred  .Tardine. 

Sir,— I am  loth  to  trouble  you  again  in  this  matter, 
but  the  flagrant  way  in  which  Mr.  Jardine  has  misrepre- 
sented what  I wrote,  and  perverted  my  meanings,  gives 
me  no  alternative. 

I drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  361b.  fish  had  a 
head  measuring  13.)in.  Mr.  Jardine  tells  me  that  I am 
incorrect,  and  then  calmly  proceeds  to  give  the  measure- 
ments of  another  fish  altogether.  I repeat  that  the 
measurements  of  the  361b.  fish  are  given  in  the  old 
waiter’s  weighing-in  book  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  as 
46in.  extreme  length,  length  of  head  13)in.,  leaving 
32 2 in.  for  length  of  body,  against  33)in.  in  the  case  of 
the  Lough  Conn  pike.  I also  reassert  that  the  entry 
(which  includes  a catch  of  twenty  pike  weighing  831b.) 
is  in  Mr.  Jardine’s  handwriting— a small  matter,  only 
Mr.  Jardine  says  it  is  my  imagination. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  the  matter  has  but  to 
oompare  my  letter  of  Oct.  6 with  Mr.  Jardine’s  rejoinder 
to  see  how  far  he  is  justified  in  his  reiteration  of 
“‘E.  T.  S.’  is  again  wrong,”  “he  is  incorrect,”  and  so 
on.  Life  is  not  long  enough  to  follow  him  in  all  his 
twists  and  twirls. 

One  curious  thing  I notice.  Years  ago  (in  1831  or 
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1882  I think)  Mr.  Jardine’s  pike  were  under  discussion 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  anda  mysterions  correspondent 
made  his  appearance  ( The  Ghost  of  S*r  Thomas 
Gresham,”  I fanoy,  was  his  signature)  with  nasty  alle 
gations  about  fraud  in  weighing  fish.  Again,  in  1891, 
Mr  Jardine’s  pike  are  under  discussion  and  once  more 
does  a mysterious  correspondent  ( Yorkshireman  ) 
amiear  with  a thinly  veiled  allegation  about  filling  a 
pike  with  shot.  A careful  study  of  the  surrounding 
conditions  leads  to  the  irresistible  conclusion  that  the 
real  name  of  the  author  or  instigator  o th^etters  s^ned 
“ The  Ghost  of  Sir  Thomas  Gresham  and  Yorkshire 
man”  is  Alfred  Jardine.  . „ H 

With  reference  to  the  calumnious  charge  as  to  an 
alleged  2llb.  pike  with  a 31b.  pike  pushed  diwn  its 
throat,  if,  as  he  evidently  does,  Mr.  Jardine  WLshesto 
convey  to  vour  readers  the  impression  that  1 con 

nected  with  any  suoh  transaction,  I merely  say  that  he 
utters  a falsehood,  which  I treat  with  the  contempt  it 
deserves.  “*  ' 

East  Molesey. 


Sir  -I  have  read  with  interest  the  correspondence 
at  Dresent  going  on  between  ‘ Pismuscator,  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine,  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs,  and  others.  The  only 
person  who  seems  to  take  little  or  no  interas  m 
the  man  who  caught  the  fish,  Mr.  Cockbarn  He  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  of  Ballina,  are  realty  the  only  persons 
who  have  any  right  to  feel  aggrieved  by  the  tone  that  the 
discussion  has  taken.  At  the  present  moment  it  is  a 
war  of  measurements.  Mr.  Jardine  on  the  6th  ins t., 
gives  certain  measurements  of  a 371b.  piks  which  ' ® 
seems  to  have  captured  some  time  ago.  Can  this  be  the 
fish  recorded  in  John  Bickerdyke’s  “ Angling  for  Pike 
p 3 footnote?  “Mr.  Jardine  has  kindly  furnished  me 
with  the  following  details  concerning  some  ot  his  largest 
pike.  ‘My  371b.  pike,’  he  writes,  ‘ was  caught  on  Nov. 
4 1879  in  Buckinghamshire.  Measurements : Extreme 
length,  47in.  ; length,  eye  to  tail,  39in. ; length  of  head 
13in.  • girth,  25in. ; caught  on  my  saap  tackle,  with  large 
live  dace  for  b lit.’  ” Now  please  compare  those  figures 
with  these  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  b,  1891  ■ 

Dorsal 


Length. 


Girth.  Girth. 


Wrist.”  Weight. 

inches,  inches,  inches,  inches.  lb- 

“Angling  for  Piko”  47  25  — “ „7 

Fishing  Gazette  46|  26  21  101  37 

In  his  letter  of  Oct.  13  this  correspondent  corrects  the 
measurements  calculated  by  “ E.  T.  S-thus  : , 

“Then  he  is  incorrect  in  regard  to  the  head,  i nave 
a cast  of  my  46'in.  371b.  pike.  Its  head  measures  from 
tip  of  jaw  to  outside  edge  of  gill  cover  exactly  1-jjin., 

n°In1hisDown  figures  in  Bickerdyke’s  book  it  is  13in. 

As  to  the  weighing  at  the  railway  station  Mr  Jardine 
seems  to  consider  it  unsatisfactory,  but  omits  to  say 
that  it  is  only  on  this  occasion. 

Let  me  again  quote  from  Bickerdyke.  I atp  con- 
vinced that  half  the  tales  of  big  pike  arise  from  want  ot 
a proper  weighing  machine.  Unless  a railway  station  is 
handy,  or  the  angler  possesses  a spring  balance  which 
will  weigh  over  301b.  or  401b.,  as  often  as  not  the  weight 
of  the  pike  has  to  be  guessed,  and  we  all  know  what 

that  means.”  , , , , ,, 

The  proofs  of  this  book  were  looked  over  by  a Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine  (1  presume  our  present  correspondent), 
and  returned  with  a few  comments,  which  will  be 
found  duly  acknowledged.  Some  days  later  1 met  lYLr. 
Jardine,  who  assured  me  I had  left  next  to  nothing  tor 

k* Surely  Mr.  Jardine  would  have  entered  his  protest 
then  if  he  had  not  approved  of  this  method  of  weighing. 

In  conclusion  let  me  draw  the  attention  of  all  anglers 
and  would-be  correspondents  to  the  opening  sentence  ot 
Mr.  Jardine’s  letter  of  Oct.  6 : “ Figures  and  facts  arc 
more  conclusive  than  fiction.”— I am,  sir,  yours  faith- 
fully, Charles  S.  Patterson,  M.B.,  M.R.C.b. 


is  a difference  between  soa  trout  and  bull  trout.  If  I 
had  the  actual  fish  I could  explain  the  difference,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  do  so  in  writing,  the  practical  test  ot 
this  is  in  the  boiling  pot.”  . . 

Now,  myself,  I wish  to  diagnose  the  various  kinds  ot 
Salmonidw  by  means  of  the  “otoliths,”  and  the  kinds 
most  required  are,  viz.,  laurel,  girling,  grilse,  botcher, 
blue  cock,  blue  poll,  fork  tail,  sewin,  towm,  sea  trout, 
bull  trout,  pug  peal,  sprod,  herling,  whiting,  kelt,  slat, 
baggett  or  any  other  name  that  it  may  be  locally  called. 
Your  correspondent  will  be  very  thankful  to  receive  any 
of  the  above  named  at  any  time,  and  report  same  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette— Yours,  &c.,  Frank  Gosden. 

460,  Oxford-road,  Reading,  Barks. 

WEIGHTS  TO  LENGTH  OF  SALMON. 

Sir  —I  send  you  a list  of  Shannon  salmon.  One  of 
601b, ’length  52in.,  girth  27in.  One  601b.,  length 
49in„  girth  32in. ; January  and  February  fish  lower 
waters,  net.  Upper  water  full,  4b£lb.,  length  50 in., 
girth  23in.,  July.  Killaloe  fish,  46Mb.,  length  50£in 
girth  28 in.,  October.  Castleconnell,  4i>ilb.,  length 
45in,  girth  23)in..  April.  One  ditto,  4 ^Ib.,  length 
45 in.)  girth  29in„  March. 

Baits  for  long  lines  for  cod,  ling,  sx ate s,  &c  , &c.,  a 
cheap  and  not  nice  medium.  Get  from  the  slaughter- 
house inferior  tripe  and  small  intestines,  cut  up  like 
squid,  soak  in  what  you  like  to  flavour,  or  use  fresh 
The  best  take  of  fish  I ever  got  on  the  bank  that  I 
fished  for  six  months,  I baited  with  a part  of  a new 
born  calf,  cut  up  in  square  pieces.  J.  Yansittart. 

ENORMOUS  KILLALOE  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir,— “Giant”  is  quite  right  as  regards  the 
capture  of  the  50|lb.  salmon  taken  at  Castle  Connell  (as 
reported  by  me  in  Land  and  Water  at  the  time),  but 
Castle  Connell  is  not  Killaloe.  In  my  letter  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  6th  inst.,  I simply  stated  that  the 
46ilb.  fish  captured  here  this  month  was  the  largest 
ever  taken  in  this  (the  Killaloe)  section^ of  the  Shannon. 

A salmon  quite  as  large  as  the  46^-pounder,  and 
several  others  up  to  351b.  and  401b.  have  been  seen 
rising  on  Mr.  Young’s  preserves  here  during  the  last  two 
or  three  weeks;  but,  owing  to  the  low  water,  they 
cannot  be  induced  to  take  fly  or  bait.— Yours  faithfully, 
Killaloe.  S.J.  Hurley. 


THE  LARGEST  SALMON  OF  MODERN  TIME3. 

Sir, — jn  your  issue  of  the  13bh  inst.  Air.  Henry 
Ffennell  writes  : “ Since  the  capture  in  1870  of  the  lay 
salmon  of  701b..  which  was  cast  by  poor  Frank  Buckland. 
attempts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  wist  ot 
various  bogus  particulars  of  heavier  weight,  but  that 
fish  must  still  remain  the  largest  salmon  of  modern 

I may  mention  the  Field  of  Sept.  1 last,^  under 
heading  “ Net  Fishing  Season  on  the  Tay,  1891,  gives 
a list  of  highest  weight  salmon  captured,  extending  back 
to  the  701b.  fish  in  1870  referred  to  by  Mr.  Ffennell,  and 
therein  for  the  year  1877  four  fish  are  enumerated 
weighing  601b.,  611b.,  6llb.,  and  731b.  respectively. 

I am,  sir,  your3,  &c.  . Giant. 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  SALMONIDW.  ' 

Siri — X presume  the  sale  of  “ salmon,’  &c.,  is 
virtually,  or  noarly  so,  over  for  this  season  ; therefore 
it  is  useless  to  look  in  that  direction  for  that  which  I 
require,  aud  had  it  not  been  so  it  is  quite  unlikely  tor 
me  to  get  that  which  I require  so  well  as  at  the  present 
aud  forward  spawning  and  probably  Saprolegnia  ferax 
season.  There  may  be  miny  fish  (, Salmonidw ) found 
dead  or  dying,  aud  destroyed  either  by  accident  or 
order,  which  would  answer  my  purpose  as  well  as  the 
best,  as  ’tis  only  the  head  that  I require  These  heads 
should  be  slightly  salted  and  forwarded  by  post  (that 
being  the  quickest  mode  of  transit),  with  a note  just 
stating  from  whom  and  where  from,  and  the  name  ot 
the  so-called  fish,  viz.,  sea  trout,  bull  trout,  just  which 
it  is  called  in  the  locality  in  which  it  is  caught.  I he 
following  are  the  names  of  tho  Salmonidw  sought  tor, 
and,  as  Mr.  Bucklaud  states,  “ I am  certain  that  there 


SALMON  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir,— Re  notes  “ York  and  District.”  Had 
your  Ripon  correspondent  been  with  me  last  Sunday  he 
would  have  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  the  gradual 
fallino-  off  of  salmon  in  the  Ouse.  A rush  of  foul  water 
came°down  the  Aire  and  also  the  Don  into  the  Ouse, 
and  splendid  fish  could  be  seen  struggling  for  their  lives 
and  struggling  in  vain  in  the  foul  mess.  I saw  several 
salmon  from  101b.  to  201b.  choked  and  choking.  Scores 
of  fish  would  be  taken  from  the  three  rivers  named 
ve3terdav,  fallen  and  left  by  the  receding  tides  on  the 
bank  and  in  tho  shallows.— Yours,  &c  , C.  Gleadow. 
Goole.  

EXTRAORDINARY  DACE. 

Sir  —I  am  quite  of  the  opinion  of  your  correspondent 
“ J D ” in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette , respecting  tho 
length  ’of  the  reputed  lilb.  dace,  and  which  only 
measured  12in.  1 have  taken  some  hundreds  ot  dace 
from  the  R vers  Kennet,  Lea,  and  Avon,  and  among 
them  some  very  fine  ones — to  wit,  one  catch  in  six  hours 
of  forty  fish  weighing  201b.  ; and  my  experience  is  that 
a good-conditioned  dace  of  12in.  in  length  very  rarely 
exceeds  12oz.  in  weight,  and  I,  together  with  several  of 
our  members,  want  to  know,  you  know,  where  the  other 
half-pound  of  flesh  comes  in.  Your  correspondent 
“J  D ” evidently  knows  a lot  about  dace,  and  he,  like 
myself’,  is  very  doubtful  about  the  weight  both  of  the 
individual  specimen  and  also  the  gross  weight  of  the 

61  Weof  ten  hear  of  these  monster  dac  e of  lib.  and  over,  but 
they  are  seldom  seen,  aud  among  the  reports  of  takes  by 
the  thousands  of  anglers  reported  in  your  valuable  paper, 
I should  think  there  is  not  more  than  one  ot  lib.  reported 
in  each  year,  if  there  is  that,  and  I follow  the  reports 

very  closely.  ...  , . , , 

I have  one  at  Cooper’s  now  weighing  ltoz.,  taken  on 
July  12  last,  and  which  measures  12in.  Perhaps  your 
correspondent  “ Giant  ” can  give  us  some  information 
about  large  dace,  and  among  the  specimens  exhibited 
both  at  the  Aquarium  and  South  Kensington  there  were 
a very  few  over  lib.  _ ,, 

Since  writing  the  above  I have  seen  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
well-known  naturalist  of  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke  s,  and 
he  has  two  dace  taken  last  month.  The  respective 
weights  and  measurements  are  as  follows  : 

Weight.  Length  (extreme).  Girth. 

lib.  3oz.  ...  13iin.  ...  9in. 

lib.  2oz.  ...  13in.  ...  9in. 

A.  George, 

Treasurer  True  Caledonian  Angling  Society. 

Silt  — I have  to  thank  “ J.  D.”  for  calling  attention  to 
my  letter  in  tho  F.  G.  of  Sept.  29,  in  which  I describe  a 
dace  of  lilb.  as  one  of  a bag  of  elevon  weighing  131b.  1 

do  not  wonder  at  “ J.  D.’s  ” astonishment,  and  I hasten 
to  say  that,  although  my  figures  wero  right,  I had  put 
them  in  tho  wrong  order.  There  wero  thirteen  dace 
weighing  lllb.  The  largest  of  tho  bag,  including  the 
lb.  fish,  are  to  be  seen  at  Mr.  Howletb  s,  High-street, 
Newmarket,  where  also  may  be  seen  an  eel  of 'over  LsDlb. , 
whilst  one  may  hear  ot'  a raid  of  3ilb.  Mr.  Howlett 
will  I know,  be  very  pleased  to  instruct  anglers  as  to 
the  best  places  to  go  to  on  the  Lark  to  catch  the  big 
dace,  and  I hope  that  someone  will  be  able  to  call  upon 
him  and  see  tho  Impounder.  My  confession  oi  sms  is 


not  yot  .lone,  an.l  I have  to  place  another  feather  in 

fVw?  i uuP'  i 1 fravo  the  measurement  of  tho  wrong 
hsh,  the  1,1b.  dace  measuring  13Jin.  I.y  8}in  ;ih  was 

Man  nr  \hl ‘w°nmein  tho/‘W-:  (Aug.  i8)  and  also  the 
..  J " "i  hi.  I must  apologise  to  your  renders 
tor  my  carelessness,  and  1 think  the  angling  world  may 
congratulate  itself  upon  poseeeeing  lynx-eyed  and 
experienced  critics  l.ko  11  J.  D.”  Pismubcator. 

WELD— A DYE  FOR  FEATHERS. 

/ h.avo  ’>eo»  trying  privately  to  procure  for  the 
triend  of  a friend  of  my  own,  who  drosses  salmon  flies  as 
an  amateur,  and  who,  like  myself,  has  tried  in  vain  to 
procure  it— the  dye  oallcd  Weld  ; but  neither  Mr.  Forrest, 
oMyoIho,  nor  Mr.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  seem  able  to  find  out 
where  it  can  be  purchased,  the  latter  writing  to  me  that 
be  understands  it  has  gone  out  since  aniline  dyes  have 
been  introduced.  If  this  is  so,  there  is  no  help  for  it  • 
r i h^vo  rosolvod  to  make  my  want  widely  known,  with 
tne  Editor  s kind  permission,  in  these  oolumns. 

Hm'i  "^e  to  in?,  recontly  directing  my  attention 
to  the  description  of  the  dye  in  Webster’s  Dictionary  • 
Weld,  soot,  wold:  a plant  of  the  genus  Reseda  (I! 
luteola),  growing  in  England  ; a dyer’s  weed.  Woad  • 
used  by  dyers  to  give  a yellow  colour,  &c.” 

To-day  I happened  to  turn  up  Weld  in  Craig’s 
Dictionary,  in  my  own  bookcase,  and  find  the  following 
explanation : One  of  the  local  names  of  the  plant 

Reseda  luteola , from  which  the  yellow  colour  of  the 
paint  cal  led  dyer  s paint  is  obtained.  The  roots,  when 
completely  dried,  are  tied  into  bundles  and  sold  by  the 
name  of  wold  cord.  Its  other  names  are,  dyer’s  weed 
yellow  weed,  wold,  woold,  and  wild-wood  ” 

Hoping  that  it  may  be  recognised  under  one  of  its 
many  names,  and  that  some  reader  will,  after  all  be 
able  to  inform  me  wbere  it  is  to  be  procured-as  a d’ye 
—I  remain,  yours  faithfully,  £ jj  rj,  * ’ 


May  fly  from  Wye> 


ishina  Gazette,  Dec.  22,  If 
Derbyshire,  Dec.  15. 

statos^that  WtU\ri  °,C\  22’  lm>  a correspondent 

Mav  flie.  /n  h"  la?tten  dayH  ho  ha"  observed 

ay-flios  (though  not  in  large  numbers)  on  several 
occasions  whilst  fishing  some  of  the  rivers  and  becks  of 
the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  for  grayling.” 

u ■'  likewise  comments  on  the  fact  of  an 
pple  troe  being  in  full  bloom  as  late  as  Sept.  10.  This 

FielTofOot  *3  “ 8°o/ar  fr°“i  unPrec«dented.  In  the 
e 1 n i ct‘  ^°dl,  a Bimilar  instance  is  renorted 

o 0Nov0?tH,8biltth’'ark  °n  T\29;  and  same  journal 

ot  JNov.  7,  18J1,  the  unusual  sight  is  noted  from  Staines 

a£d  frTlthe  llTT  n‘th  a 8e?,°nd  Cr°P  bofch  of  blossom 
tas  i s beiTngr  Wel1  Set)  whiltit  tho  firnt  crop 

was  still  ungathered.— I am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  Giant.  1 


BARBEL  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir  — Your  correspondent  “ Sedge-Willow  ” 
+n6Iootj  thiilk  ^ mad®  a mistake  in  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  -^nd  ult.,  when  I described  the  fish  caught  a few 
days  previously  m the  Ouse  at  St.  Neots  as  a barbel 
and  perhaps  his  doubts  are  not  altogether  unreasonable’ 
tor  old  fishermen  here  were  incredulous  until  they  had 
seen  the  fish.  J 

It  was  still  alive  when  brought  to  my  landing  stage 
and  my  boatman  says  it  then  weighed  81b.,  but  neither 
be  nor  the  gentleman  who  caught  it  knew  what  it  was. 

i saw  it  a couple  of  hours  later  and  found,  as  I had 
expected,  from  the  description  I had  received,  that  it 
was  a barbel,  and  a very  handsome  one  too 
U then  weighed  7ilb.,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain,  of  St 
Neots,  who  has  framed  it,  tells  me  that  when  he  received 
it  the  exact  weight  was  71b.  lOoz.  He  also  tells  me  that 
some  years  ago  he  stuffed  three  small  barbel  which  were 
caught  m the  Ouse  at  St.  Ives.  He  also  further  told  me 
that  some  twenty  years  ago  a number  were  put  into  the 
Ouse  at  Bedford,  twenty  miles  further  up  the  river  and 
Neotma^  exP^ain  k°w  the  fish  in  question  got  to  St. 

If  your  correspondent  is  still  doubtful,  and  will  come 
to  bt  Neots,  ho  can  see  the  fish  and  satisfy  himself. 

A clerical  error— either  the  printer’s  or  my  own— was 
orfdfi!n  length  of  the  fish,  which  should  have  been 
2/t.  4Jm.  to  the  tip  of  the  tail,  instead  of  24 Mn.  and  a 
corresponding  correction  of  the  length  to  the  fork  is 
also  required. — Yours  truly,  wjr  Nastt 

Half  Moon  Hotel,  St.  Neots,  Oct.  15,  1894. 

AN  ANGLING  CLUB  FOR  KINGSTON. 

Sir  —It  is  confidently  expected  that  an  angling  club 
for  Kingston  will  be  fully  constituted  next  week  A 
meeting  of  several  influential  residents  has  been 
arranged  for  Wednesday  next,  when  rules  will  be 
adopted  and  officers  elected. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  has  kindly  consented  to  be  a viee- 
president,  and  a letter  has  also  been  sent  to  Mr.  W 
Senior  of  the  Field,  requesting  his  acceptance  of 
a similar  office.  Mr.  A.  J.  Nuthall,  J.P.,  has  been 
requested  to  accept  the  presidency.  Although  the 
formation  of  the  club  has  only  been  made  public  during 
the  past  few  days,  about  twenty-six  gentlemen  have 
already  promised  to  join.  It  is  anticipated,  however, 
that  when  the  club  is  fairly  established  a large  number 
ot  anglers  in  Kingston  and  the  surrounding  districts  will 
become  enrolled.-Yours  truly,  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


MR.  FRED  MATHER  AND  MR.  SAVILLE  KENT 
■ , IE>  * bave  read  with  much  pleasure  and  great 
interest  the  excellent  article  by  Mr.  Fred  Mather  in  the 
Fislung  Gazette  ot  Oct.  13,  under  the  head  of  “What 
“d  «»  — 

much  interested  m lobster  culture  artificially  and  with 
whomlhada  long  conversation  on  the  subject  in  the 

J®y  difficult  obstacles  to  overcome  in  getting  the  ova 
rom  the  salmon  and  trout  hatchery  on  the  River  Plentv 

voyag^the  0e’y  Vlrrgbt°  Banbury-  What  with  the 
°yage  in  the  Orient  ship  Oroya,  the  transhipping*  and 

shghtktasgkat  Reibf°bUrne:  thenc?P0r  raB  to  B unbury,  no 
EaLT  uhe+ru  18  not  the  lightest  doubt  that  in 

comMetP  twblhbar da  th®  succ??,8  ?f  the  adventure  will  be 
complete,  which  I am  sure  will  be  the  wish  of  all  and 

eVIsyh°nneiilaV1Dg  thei?  vuUre  of  Salmonidm  at  heart. 

V6ry  mVcb  llke  t0  bear  his  ideas  respecting 
r®lath:e  t0  bull  trout  u.  sea  trout  It 
letted  n°f  bf  ®xpeirted  that  Mr.  Kent  has  seen  Mr.  Tod’s 
Inf  L -5h  1E3t/  -ln  Western  Australia  as  yet  time 

iuLet  M ''*1  rea0bing  there.  While  on  the 

subject  ot  trout,  I wonder  whether  Mr.  Saville  Kent 

mluZiZSeeD  any  0f  the  s°-ealled  “ Granite  trout  ” 
name  “Tsnlt S f meThdratus'> ’ of  New  Zealand.  The 

W it  wo  ld'  18  ?•  eolonist’s  Eame,  at  the  same 

time  it  would  be  interesting  just  at  this  present  to 

know  whether  it  really  belongs  to  the  Salmonidce'  or 

„ MEASUREMENT  OF  FISHF(PINKEbOSDEN’ 
mbE;'E  Sir  —After  all  that  has  been  of  late  written 
concerning  the  measurement  of  fish,  especially  pike 

ti™  ariJl  WOn  d be  mtere8tin«' to  have  a small  competi- 
tion, and  perhaps  some  of  those  who  have  written  to 
your  paper  will  kindly  answer  this  letter.  On  the  14th 

me  on  tbeTto°f  mlDe  Can^ht  a pike’  and  brought  it  to 
me  on  the  loth  for  examination.  The  dimensions  are  as 


follows  : From  nose  to  edge  of  gill  cover,  8in. ; girth  at 
largest  part,  14m  ; girth  at  base  of  the  back  fins,  llin  • 

°f  tail’  29Jin.,  and  from  nose  to 

root  of  the  tail,  27fm. ; and  the  weight  was  

(please  find  the  missing  words). 

There  were  no  small  pike  or  other  fish  inside  it : 
f ®f 0!.rafv.-nO  u fb.ot>  ‘old  boots  or  shoes,”  nor,  in 
fact,  anything  but  (as  the  lad  who  waa  helping  me  ex- 
pressed  it)  what  ought-er  to  be.”— I am,  yours  truly 
Walsall.  E.  S.  Angove 


“THE  SEASON’S  OUT  OF  JOINT.” 

. biE-Lnder  above  heading  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  13th 
nrih’  f°nr  0OrresPOI)dent  “ Glanrhos  ” expresses  sur- 
Senf  itohaVMg  8?6?  a May-fly  (green  drake)  as  late  as 
Sept.  19.  May  I be  permitted  to  suggest  that  the 
occurrence  is  not  eo  uncommon  as  he  supposes,  odd 

flffer^r8  bel”fg  “et  Tlth  at  longr  periods  before  and 
after  the  Freat  rise,  about  the  beginning  of  June.  In 
Field  of  May  20,  1893,  “Detached  Badger”  writes- 
T baf;^6861106!.  °f  S1"8le.  specimens  have  been  recorded, 
Jlive  nn  ’rla-hf  m0Dt^  in  tbn  Jcar!  one  was  sent  me 
hif  v.  uCbriSeuaS  Day>  arid  1 have  seen  very  fair 
hatches  during  the  months  of  August  and  September. 

Field  Maj > 5,  1894.  May-fly  from  Avon,  abovo  Salis- 
bury  April  28;  Hatfield  Herts  April  27 

Fishing  Gazette,  May  13  1893.  Mav-flv  from  New 
River,  May  1,  1890;  Wareham,  Mav  5 1893 

Mo?leWSe"pLeiLept-  1?’  1887‘  May‘^  ^ver 

FishjZ  izv°r- 10,  i889-  May-fly  fr°m  Kiver 

Fi*^rk?r^ov.  21°v.  26’  1887‘  May‘fly  fvom  Costa- 


THE  BIRMINGHAM  CONTEST. 

SiR,— Mr.  T Coles’  assumption  and  superior  airs  in 
W00b  s issue  are  really  amusing,  but  when  he 
states  that  the  only  reason  that  I could  give  for  the 
of  e Lotus  boat  near  the  contestants  was 
that  I was  doing  it  to  annoy  the  Fleet  Inn,”  this  I 
stamp  as  a barefaced  invention ; in  fact,  Mr.  T Coles 
supplies,  in  his  very  next  sentence  its  refutation,  for  he 
continues  Why  Mr.  Green  didn’t  vent  his  spite  on  the 
tenant  of  the  Fleet  Inn.  and  not  on  the  contestants  I 
am  not  able  to  explain.”  Surely  Mr.  Coles  should  have 
retrained  parodying  the  expressing  about  “ rushing 

fbaf  nnwv,  ai-u  8ad /°r,  Mr-  Coles’  assertion  is  the  fact 
that  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  also  in  the  boat, 
were  gentlemen  of  integrity,  some  who  were  strangers 
to  me  until  that  morning,  but  who  beard  the  conversa- 
tion  that  passed,  and  affirm  that  I did  not  refer  either  to 

nLl  tlu11  °r  w landlord.  but  what  I did  say  was 
ubs  antiallv  as  stated  in  my  previous  letter— that  the 
Lotus  wa.s  thero  to  checkmate  tbo  poaching  foray  of 
the  Birmingham  clubs,  and  that  sho  accomplished  her  pur- 
pose was  amply  verified  by  the  imprecations,  threats,  and 
empty  bags  of  the  unfortunately  disturbed  contestants- 
but  seeing  that  Mr.  Coles  seemed  so  amazed  and  helpless 
when  he  divined  the  purpose  of  the  launch  and  deter- 
mination ol  ber  commander,  one  oan  readily  understand 
ms  incapacity  to  recollect  the  conversation  that  passed 
As  anot  or  example  of  Mr.  Coles’  veracity,  he  says  that 
i jall  if  launch  up  and  down  the  stream,  close  to 
land  to  the  annoyance  of  520  contestants”  Now  he 
should  know,  or  rather  he  well  knew,  beoauso  he  saw 
the  boat  repeatedly  turn,  that  I only  attempted  to 


prevent  tho  successful  fishing  of  a portion  of  the 

four  mli  8ay  about  ld0 ! ><i  fact,  there  were  some  three  or 
four  miles  of  the  water  left  undisturbed.  Had  the  boat 

wTtorPUlL0,‘  U f T°(d  a,nd  °ovored  entire  competing 
-?n  m«fead  of  tho  best  men  catching  some  31b 
of  fash,  !t  > would  probably  have  been  reduced  to  -C 
conrfC  sincerity  to  have  tho  matter  tried  in  the 
courts  can  be  judged  by  the  following  : That  when  some 

hither^  !Jef0rf  ,tL°  Cont08fc  ^e  solicitor  to  To 

hitherto  undisputed  owner  of  the  fishery  rights 

contest  edt  Tb°  Blrm‘n‘fham  club«  against  holding  their 
- .f,  1 wy.m“?'  th0y  at  onco  by  a printed  resolution 

dontheT  bhatbo  prevent  litigation  they  would  aban- 
Tewle.E  Wynmg,  fi.uhery  and  bfdd  tbe  contest  instead  at 
, Zk  HhUr\rl  ^h',8  gentleman  was  unaware  that  as 
honest  men,  they  did  not  keep  their  word,  until  he  saw 
in  the  newspapers  the  day  after  the  contest  an  account 
nffe  .f  et  UH  lnclde5t-  I will  accept  Mr.  Coles’ 
thn  r.  £ith?  namo».  and  the  addresses  of  two  or  more  of 
the  contestants,  with  the  proviso  that  he  doesn’t  send 
those  of  men  of  straw  (I  don’t  use  the  term  offensively) 
but  of  those  who,  if  they  lose,  will  be  in  a position 
and  willing  to  pay  tho  law  costs.  From  Mr  Coles' 
account  of  the  document  he  is  said  to  have,  containing 
the  signatures  of  the  landowners  to  the  water’s  edge,  I 
can  understand  how  readily  that,  with  their  lack  of 
information  as  to  the  fishery  rights  they  his  friends 
could  be  misled  ; but  if  Mr.  Coles  will  publish  that  list 

Prinrv'f  9’  °r  L ur  8ecretary  ibis  address  is  7, 

nn^ 3^?'te^!'aC0)’  shall  be  returned  with  explanations 

natnrlp60  f 008  ;bowirlff uthat  does  not  contain  the  sig- 
gsntie'?eJ1  havlnp  a“y  fishery  rights  other 
than  those  who  had  been  misled  to  believe  that  the  con- 

Aal]inS  Pi  bK  be  d -Tlth  the  COQ80nt  °f  the  Cheltenham 
ovTntLC  u i°r  ltS  f0Pr080ntatives.  Mr.  Coles  has 
evidently  a whole^ome  dread  of  what  he  calls  my  “ blank 

snnn3dgeST  n contl“Qes  “that  any  further  corre- 
spondence I shall  leave  others  to  reply  to.”  This  brines 
mind  the  characteristics  of  that  predatory  fifh 
natnrn.raf  lts,  powardice  that  is  so  well  known  to 
naturalistS’  which  spends  its  time  in  making  raids  upon 
inoffensive  small  fry,  but  whenever  attacked  by  others 
even  smaller  than  itself  instantly  turns  tail  and  bolts, 
but  to  make  up  for  its  lamentable  deficiency  in  courage 

'T  tiat.uP  eEdld  system  of  compensation,  has 
ndowed  it  with  the  power  of  discharging  during  its 
flight  an  aend  inky  fluid  which  discolours  the  water  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  obscure  its  would-be  chastiser’s 
vision,  and  so  enables  it  to  escape  and  save  its  unworthy 

akbttlpneedl-eSA  t0  Sa;t’^Ir'  Ooles’  rePiy  to  my  letter  not 
a little  reminds  me  of  the  tactics  of  this  fish.  I trust 
you  will  find  space  for  this.— I am,  dear  sir,  yours  faith- 
runy , Edwinson  C.  Green, 

President  of  the  Cheltenham  Angling  Club. 

NOTES  ON  FISH  AND  EELS. 

, - Can  Mr.  Francis  inform  me  the  greatest 

the  water1™011’  °arP’  tront’  or  barbel  can  spring  out  of 

a fresh-water  or  non-migratory  eel  be  suddenly 

v?ryshortt1meTter  W0“ld  * °T  ^ * UOt  die  in  a 

(3.)  Can  you  also  inform  me  whether  “Eels  eat  no 

°tv,-  iat!uer  on  tbelr  way  down  to  the  sea?  ” Because 
U this  be  the  case,  how  is  it  that  numbers  of  migratory 
eels  are  taken  m eel  baskets  baited  with  worms  ? And 
br,T  taken  them  on  strong  ledger  tackle  with  the 
same  bait  when  they  have  been  “running”  in  then- 
autumnal  descent  to  the  sea? — I am,  &o.,  H.  E.  W. 

A QUERY. 

mn  Si  ~Can-i0u,°t  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  whether  a new  idea  has  sprung  up  among  anglers  of 
having  part  of  their  rods  painted  green,  andfif  sS,  what 
advantages  are  supposed  to  be  obtained  by  so  doing  ? 

Tfnh  f S’  aS  a,st  week  1 8aw  two  anglers  fishing  on  the 
Itchen  for  grayling,  and  in  both  cases  the  middle  joints 
ot  their  rods  only,  were  painted  or  stained  a light  green 
just  the  colour  of  the  outside  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  remaining  joints  of  the  rods  were  the  ordinary 
colour.  Besides  this  their  creels  were  also  coloured 
green,  it  such  colouring  is  supposed  to  make  the  rod 
iess  visible  to  the  keen  eyes  of  the  fish,  why  is  only  part 
of  the  rod  so  coloured  and  not  all?  and  if  advantage  in 
really  gained  by  having  a green  rod,  why  not  carry  the 
illusion  out,  and  let  the  angler’s  clothes,  hat,  &c.,  be  all 
green  together  ? Perhaps  some  men  who  go  fishing  are 
green  enough  as  it  is!  But  what  a new  idea  for 
our  tailors  to  lay  in  a stock  of  bright  green  clothes,  and 
what  a picturesque  sight  a iine  of  green-clothed  anglers 
would  be  I shall  be  glad  to  know  the  idea  of  anglers 
on  this  point.  Yours,  &0:: Enquirer 

BRYAN’S  THROUGH-CURRENT  BAIT  CAN 
Dear  Sir,- While  thanking  you  for  the  mention 
of  my  Through-current  Live-bait  Can”  in  your  last 
issue,  I should  feel  obliged  if  you  would  oause  to  be  cor- 
reoted  a slight  0rror  rospectiug  the  sale  of  these  oans. 

Tbe  . Through-current  Live  -bait  Can”  is  only  to  be 
obtained  through  tho  principal  fishing  tackle  dealers  and 
makers,  as  neither  Mr.  Meliish  or  myself  supply  them 
direct  to  purchasers  Having*  mot  with  very  oneouraging 
support  from  the  chief  members  of  the  trade,  I desire  to 
leave  the  sale  of  these  cans  wholly  in  their  hands.— 

I am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,  Geo.  R.  Brtan 


JHAMES  AND  TRENT’  BARRELLING. 

We  are  in  reoeipt  of  a groat  many  letters  on  the 
question  of  ’swims”  and  “weeds,”  tbo  insertion  of 
whioh  would  not  tend  to  a satisfactory  solution  of  the 
matter.  I his  correspondence,  therefore,  must  ooaso. 

— iliD, 


October  27,  1894] 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  27th,  1894. 


MR.  FROUDE  AS  A FRIEND— AND 
A FISHERMAN. 


While  other  pens  record  the  verdict  of  the 
moment  upon  the  late  Mr.  Froude  as  historian, 
thinker,  and  literary  artist,  may  I (asks  a corre- 
spondent) recall  to  the  public  mind  one  or  two 
allusions  to  him  in  Josephine  Butler’s  “ Recol- 
lections ” of  her  husband  ? There  is  a vivid 
quality  in  them  which  reveals  an  aspect  of  his 
nature  that  may  escape  notice  in  the  more  serious 
estimates  of  the  man.  Between  Mr.  Froude  and 
the  late  Canon  Butler  a long  and  intimate  friend- 
ship was  maintained,  though  each  represented  a 
distinct  type  of  intellect : the  one  combative, 
daring,  and  rejoicing  in  displays  of  controversial 
strength ; and  the  other  a lover  of  peace,  with  a 
rare  serenity  of  temperament.  Neither  in 
political  nor  in  religious  matters  was  there  great 
community  of  thought  between  them ; indeed, 
on  many  important  themes  they  differed  widely. 
On  that  account  alone  their  life-long  friendship 
has  a singular  charm.  Of  one  of  the  bonds 
between  them — if  not  the  chief — Mrs.  Butler 
shall  tell  in  her  own  words.  She  had  sometimes 
asked  herself  what  might  be  the  foundation  of 
their  intimacy ; the  answer  came  to  her  in  unex- 
pected guise : — 

“We  paid  a visit  to  Mr.  Froude  in  the  autumn 
of  1876,  on  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  where  he  had 


taken  a house — The  Molt,  near  Salcome.  Tbere 
a little  light  came  to  me  on  the  subject.  I was 
sitting  in  my  room  in  the  twilight  of  a very  hot 
evening,  beside  my  open  window,  b>  neath  which 
there  was  a bench,  a homely  ‘ settle,’  on  which  the 
two  friends  happened  to  be  seated.  They  seemed 
to  be  engaged  in  a deeply  confidential  conver- 
sation, which  lasted,  with  brief  intervals,  for  a 
very  long  time.  I could  scarcely  avoid  over- 
hearing it,  and  I rather  welcomed  the  chance 
(which  I had  not  sought)  of  becoming  a partaker 
of  their  intimate  communications.  They  were 
talking,  not  about  creeds  or  politics  or  science, 
but  ahout  flies  for  fishing.  Looking  down  upon 
them  quietly,  I saw  them  with  their  heads  bent 
close  together,  intent  upon  some  open  books  they 
had — fishermen’s  books,  with  flannel  leaves,  to 
which  innumerable  artificial  flips  were  fastened,  of 
many  beautiful  colours  and  different  sizes.  Some 
of  these  were  made  by  my  husband  himself,  who 
was  very  neat-handed  ; and  the  birds  from  which 
the  feathers  had  been  taken  for  the  making  of  the 
flies  were,  as  well  as  the  flies,  under  discussion ; 
the  places  and  times  when  these  birds  were  shot, 
as  well  as  the  particular  flies  suited  for  particular 
rivers;  and  all  this  was  illustrated  by  fishing 
experiences  of  past  and  recent  times.  I suppose 
one  must  have  the  soul  of  a fisherman  fully  to 
understand  the  intensity  of  interest,  of  such  a 
conversation.  Clearly  this  was  a very  “out-of- 
door”  friendship;  and  any  one  who  ardently 
loves  external  nature,  must  acknowledge  that  a 
community  of  such  tastes  is  a very  real  and  solid 
ground  of  friendship.  To  the  love  of  outdoor 
pursuits  was  added,  however,  in  this  case,  the 
cementing  bond  of  many  acts  of  kindness  given 
and  received  in  times  of  need.” 

As  is  well  known,  Mr.  Froude  lived  for  some 
years  in  Onslow-gardens,  where  he  was  wont  to 
gather  about  him  the  kings  and  princes  of  the 
world  of  thought  and  achievement.  Here  is  a 
picture  drawn  by  Canon  Butler  in  a letter  written 
to  his  son  frcm  Mr.  Froude’s  house,  in  which  he 
was  then  a guest : 

“ On  Friday  I met  a good  many  men  whom  I 
have  known  more  or  less.  We  had  a pleasant 
party.  There  were  present : Alfred  Tennyson 
and  his  son  Hallam,  Tyndall,  James  Spedding, 
Browning,  and  others.  Froude  is  very  well.  He 
and  I were  playing  lawn  tennis  yesterday  in  the 
square  when  old  Carlyle  came  round  to  take 
him  for  a drive  in  an  omnibus,  which  he  does 
about  three  times  a week.  Froude  hid  himself 
behind  the  bushes,  and  the  old  philosopher,  un- 
able to  see  him  anywhere,  retired,  and  we  con- 
tinued our  game.” 

Not  told  perhaps  with  Butler’s  usual  kindliness 
and  careful  taste ; but  a memorable  picture 
nevertheless — the  frugal  sage  of  Chelsea,  with 
his  love  for  the  London  ’bus,  breaking  in  upon 
a game  of  tennis  between  a clergyman  of  the 
Establishment  and  an  historian  of  European 
fame ; and  Froude  playing  hide-and-seek  with 
him  behind  the  bushes.  Were  there  times  when 
even  Froude  found  Carlyle  “ a bit  of  a bore  ” P 
Froude  and  Butler  were  better  fishermen  than 
handlers  of  the  racket.  Here  is  a scene  sketched 
by  Mrs.  Butler  off  the  coast  near  Salcombe: — 

“There  has  been  a storm  here,  and  the  wind  is 
high  and  the  sea  roaring.  Father  and  Mr. 
Froude  have  been  out  in  a yacht  all  day,  trawling. 
They  caught  a turbot,  several  mackerel,  and 
many  skates.  They  were  burnt  brown  when 
they  came  in.  Father  says  Froude  is  quite  at 
home  in  a storm,  and  laughs  wildly,  rather  like  a 
sea-gull ! Father  bathes  every  morning,  and  gets 
tossed  about  on  the  rough  waves  like  a mad 
Mother  Carey’s  chicken.” 

Froude  and  Butler  cast  their  lines  in  many 
waters  together — in  the  Chess  among  others,  the 
beautiful  stream  that  flows  through  the  Duke  of 
Bedford’s  estate.  Butler  wrote  from  the  Duke’s 
seat  at  Chenies  : — 

“ The  sun  is  shining  brightly,  too  brightly  for 
fishing,  and  the  cuckoo  is  making  itself  heard. 
Sir  James  Stephen  came  down  to  meet  Froude 
here,  and  we  found  Matthew  Arnold  and  his  son, 
so  we  have  had  some  pleasant  conversation.” 

Trivial  though  these  extracts  may  be,  they  bring 
one  into  touch  with  the  man  beneath  the  historian. 
We  see  him  at  his  ease — in  the  open-air  rather 
than  in  the  study,  and  in  the  goodly  company  of 
friends.  Froude  was  Butler’s  brother  Fellow  of 
Exeter  College,  where  their  friendship  was  first 
established  ; and  half  a century  ago  they  went  on 


avacationtour  in  the  Lakedistrict,  where  they  met 
Wordsworth,  climbed  Helvellyn  with  Plumptre 
and  Arthur  Clough,  and  spent  a day  with  Hartley 
Culeriflge  in  the  little  cottage  on  Rydal  Water. 
Froude  and  Butler  were  excellent  mountaineers, 
and  anyone  who  chances  to  possess  Longman's 
Magazine  for  October,  1888,  will  find  therein  an 
account  of  their  excursions — their  scramble  over 
the  wrong  side  of  Scawfell,  and  through  the 
boulders  of  the  mountain-side  into  the  wild  and 
dreary  valley  of  Eskdale.  They  were  making  for 
Wastdale  Head : — 

“ Then  our  troubles  began  again  (it  is  Butler 
who  writes).  The  road  along  which  we  travelled 
served  as  a watercourse,  and  we  found  ourselves 
nearly  up  to  our  knees  in  water.  So  we 
scrambled  up  the  bank  and  made  our  way  across 
the  fields.  But  it  was  now  dark.  The  stars 
came  out  grandly  over  our  heads ; but  there 
was  no  appearance  of  a house.  We  shouted, 
and  our  voices  came  back  clear  and  strong  over 
the  hills,  but  no  other  human  voice  replied.  It 
looked  as  if  we  were  hopelessly  benighted.  At 
last  Froude  thought  he  saw  a light  glimmering 
from  the  window  of  a house  not  very  distant, 
and  towards  this  we  made  our  way.  . ... 

Travelling  on  foot  with  a single  companion  is 
either  very  pleasant  or  much  the  reverse.  Froude 
was,  to  me,  the  most  perfect  companion  imagin- 
able. We  had  been  elected  to  Fellowships  at 
Exeter  College  two  years  previously,  and  our 
friendship,  begun  then,  had  grown  with  the 
growth  in  years.  We  both  admired  natural 
scenery,  and  were  well  matched  for  walking.  We 
were  both  fond  of  the  water,  and  never  neglected 
an  opportunity  of  boating  or  bathing.” 

They  took  daily  “headers”  together  in  the 
lakes — for  Froude  dived  and  swam  with  the  same 
fearlessness  with  which  he  would  scale  a pre- 
cipitous crag  or  sail  a yacht  in  the  Channel — 
and  the  holiday  was  one  which  Froude  re- 
membered with  delight  all  his  days.  In  1888  he 
wrote  to  Butler : — 

“ How  well  and  vividly  I remember  it  all ; and 
how  pleasant  it  will  be  for  you  who  write,  and 
for  me  who  will  read,  to  have  a genuine  piece  of 
our  human  life  snatched  from  forgetfulness  and 
made  fresh  and  real  once  more.  For  some  reason 
or  other,  perhaps  because  we  were  at  that  age  in 
circumstances  which  made  us  both  impression- 
able and  made  the  impressions  permanent,  those 
weeks  have  left  a more  distinct  picture  of  them- 
selves in  my  memory  than  almost  any  other  part 
of  my  young  life.” 

Froude  had  already  visited  the  west  of  Ireland, 
and  in  1845  he  returned  to  the  country  with 
Butler.  At  Oughterard  both  were  stricken  with 
small-pox — Froude  first  and  afterwards  Butler. 
Butler  nursed  him,  “ wrapping  him  in  his  own 
plaid  when  the  nights  were  cold,  and  watching 
over  him  with  brotherly  affection.”  At  night 
Froude  was  delirious,  and  had  dreams  of  strange 
weird  forms  coming  into  his  room ; but  in  the 
daytime  he  was  better.  One  day  he  begged 
Butler  to  go  out  and  get  some  air.  Butler  took 
his  rod  and  returned  with  a 161b.  salmon  from 
the  Long  Pool.  “ It  was  a beautiful  fish,  and 
when  I exhibited  it  to  Froude  his  eyes  brightened 
and,  as  he  declared,  he  took  a turn  for  the  better 
from  that  moment.”  Mr.  Froude  wrote  : 

“ We  shared  each  other’s  tastes  and  amuse- 
ments, on  mountain  and  on  river  bank.  We  also 
shared  our  misfortunes ; for  he  nursed  me  when  I 
caught  small-pox  in  Ireland,  and  himself  took  the 
fever  after  me.” 

Happily  the  attacks  were  slight,  and  the  men 
were  strong  from  their  active  life  in  the  invigora- 
ting air.  They  returned  to  England  together, 
with  the  bonds  of  friendship  newly  forged.  One 
more  quotation  and  this  selection  must  cease. 
The  scene  is  within  Mr.  Powles’  house  at  Black- 
heath,  and  the  time  the  summer  of  1857.  Writes 
Josephine  Butler : — 

“ We  met  Froude  and  Kingsley.  During  the 
evening  these  two  fell  into  an  animated  discus- 
sion on  a point  which,  to  the  latter  at  least, 
seemed  a matter  of  strong  personal  feeling.  The 
dispute  was  kept  up  for  some  time.  My  sym- 
pathies went  wholly  with  Mr.  Kingsley,  for— 
independently  of  the  matter  of  the  argument — 
he  was  so  evidently  sincere,  convinced,  and  in 
earnest,  becoming  more  hesitating  in  his  speech 
as  his  feelings  became  warmer,  and  his  arguments 
less  articulate  as  his  indignation  increased.  . . . 
Mr.  Froude  kept  his  temper  perfectly — I think 
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because  ho  did  not  caro  much  for  the  principle  of 
the  question  argued.  . . . It  was  a troat  to  I alk 
to  Kingsley,  or  rather  to  hoar  him  talk.  He  is  a 
vory  pleasant  man,  so  sincere,  gentle,  and 
gracious ; but  ho  says  strange  outlandish  things 
in  a vohomont  way.” 

Alas  ! that  it  should  bo  written.  Not  one  of 
tho  brilliant  company  is  left  to  tho  world.  Tenny- 
son, Tyndall,  “ old  Carlyle,”  Wordsworth,  Hartley 
Coleridge,  Kingsley,  and  Butler — all  are  gone. 
And  Froude  now  lies  dead  on  tho  Devonshire 
coast,  whose  wators  must  surely  be  singing  a 
funoral  dirge  for  onowho  loved  them  so  long  and 
so  well. — St.  James's  Gazette. 


SEA  TROUT,  SEWIN,  BULL  TROUT. 

WHAT  DO  THE  SCIENTISTS  SAY  ? 


Dr.  G Anther,  in  his  Introduction  to  the 
“ Study  of  Fishes,”  p.  644,  says  : 

“ S.  trutta. — Sea  trout,  salmon  trout ; especially 
numerous  in  North  Britain.”  In  a note:  “The 
names  bull  trout  and  peal  are  not  attributable  to 
definite  species ; we  have  examined  specimens  of 
S.  salar,  S.  trutta,  S.  cambricus,  and  S.  fario  to 
which  the  name  of  ‘ bull  trout  ’ had  been  given  ; 
and  that  of  ‘ peal  ’ is  given  indiscriminately  to 
salmon  grilse  and  to  8.  cambricus. 

“ 8.  cambricus.  — Sewin.  Wales,  South  of 
England,  Ireland,  Norway,  and  Denmark.” 

At  p.  631  he  says  : 

“We  know  of  no  other  group  of  fishes  which 
offers  so  many  difficulties  to  the  Ichthyologist 
with  regard  to  distinction  of  the  species  as  well 
as  to  certain  points  in  their  life-history  as  this 
genus  ( Salmo ),  although  this  may  be  partly  due 
to  the  unusual  attention  which  has  been  given  to 
their  study,  and  which  has  revealed  an  almost 
greater  amount  of  unexplained  facts  than  of 
satisfactory  solutions  of  the  question  raised.  The 
almost  infinite  variations  of  these  fishes  are 
dependent  on  age,  sex,  and  sexual  development, 
food  and  the  properties  of  water.  Some  of  the 
species  inter-breed,  and  the  hybrids  mix  again 
with  one  of  the  parent  species,  thus  producing 
an  offspring  more  or  less  similar  to  the  pure 
breed. 

“ The  coloration  is,  first  of  all,  subject  to 
variation  ; and  consequently  this  character  but 
rarely  assists  in  distinguishing  species,  there 
being  not  one  which  would  show  in  all  stages  of 
development  the  same  kind  of  coloration.” 

In  his  “ Catalogue  of  Fishes,”  vol.  vi.,  p.  23,  is 
the  following:  “Salmo  trutta. — Sea  trout,  salmon 
trout,  bull  trout — a migratory  species  occurring 
in  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Baltic  and  German 
Ocean,  numerous  in  Scotland,  but  less  widely 
distributed  in  English  and  Irish  rivers.” 

In  respect  to  the  name  bull  trout,  he  states  in 
a note:  “No  distinct  species  is  designated  by 
this  name ; at  all  events  the  name  is  applied  to 
different  species  at  different  localities  and  by 
different  persons.  We  have  received  numerous 
examples  of  S.  trutta  under  this  denomina- 
tion. I have  also  seen  stuffed  examples  of 
‘ bull  trout,’  each  of  them  of  a peculiar  aspect, 
but  without  any  character  by  which  the  species 
could  be  determined.  It  would  appear  that  many 
examples,  somewhat  differing  in  general  aspect 
from  S.  trutta,  are  named  ‘ bull  trout.’  ” 

All  the  migratory  trout  from  the  rivers  of 
Wales  and  southern  England,  Dr.  Gunther  states 
belong  to  8.  cambricus — the  Sewin — a migra- 
tory species  occurring  in  rivers  in  Norway, 
Denmark,  England,  Wales,  and  Ireland;  and 
that  “peal”  and  salmon  peal  sent  to  him  were 
identical  with  the  sewin. 

Dr.  Gunther  gives  the  number  of  fin  rays  in 
the  Sea  trout  as  D.  13,  A.  11,  P.  15,  Y.  9.  Number 
of  vertebrae,  59 — 60;  pyloric  appendages,  49 — 61, 
rarely  less.  In  the  Sewin,  D.  14,  A.  11—12,  P.  16, 
Y.  9;  vertebrae,  59 ; ca;cal  pylor,  39 — 17,  rarely 
more. 

Another  distinction  between  the  two  according 
to  Dr.  Giinther  is  tho  size  and  strength  of  the 
bones  of  tho  jaw.  “ In  these  cases,”  he  writes, 
only  an  examination  of  the  internal  parts  of 
the  maxillary  and  mandible  can  decide  to  what 
species  such  individuals  ought  to  be  referred, 
these  nones  being  much  stronger  and  more  solid 
in  8.  cambricus  than  in  8.  trutta .” 

Day,  “ British  and  Irish  Salmonidm,”  divides 
Sea  trout  into  : A.— Northern  Sea  Race,  Salmo 
frulta , also  known  as  Salmon  trout,  Hull  trout, 


Grey  trout.  Scurf  of  tho  Toes;  and  in  its  imma- 
ture or  grilse  state  as  Horling,  Whitling,  and 
Phinoe;  the  White  trout  of  Pennant,  the  Salmo 
albus  of  other  authors ; also  known  as  Sprod, 
Herling,  Whitling,  and  Phinoe.  B. — Southern  Sea 
I lace,  Sewin,  Salmo  griseus  of  Willoughby,  Grey 
salmon  of  Pennant,  &c.,  Salmo  cambricus  of 
Donovan,  Richards,  Giinther,  Houghton,  Day; 
Sewin  and  Blue  pole,  Couch ; Salmo  eriox  of 
Yarrell  and  others  ; also  known  as  Peal,  Sea  trout, 
and  Salmon  trout,  White  fish  and  White  trout  of 
Ireland;  and  in  its  immature  or  grilse  state  as 
Trulf  in  Devonshire  ; White  fish,  Dart  and  Teign  ; 
Grey  or  Bull  trout,  Buntlings  in  Wales;  also 
Blue  cap. 

In  a note,  Day  says  : “The  term  eriox,  as  first 
employed  by  Albertus  Magnus  in  the  13th,  and 
by  Cuba  in  the  15th  century,  was  considered 
by  Artedi  as  referring  to  the  common  salmon. 
Linnaeus  afterwards  employed  the  term  as  a 
trivial  name  to  8.  maculis  cinereis.  cauda  exlremo 
aquale  of  Artedi  and  Gray,  of  Willoughby  and 
Day.  De  la  Cepede  continued  the  term  in  its 
Linnasan  sense.” 

Day  says  that,  “although  fully  recognising 
the  inconvenience  occasioned  by  changing  the 
well-known  name  of  a species,  I still  think  it 
correct  to  discard  the  specific  term  eriox  from 
our  British  Salmonidee. 

“The- race  of  Sea  trout,  generally  considered 
as  our  northern  one,  is  also  known  as  the  Salmon 
or  Bull  trout  (the  term  salmon  trout  was  origi- 
nally employed  under  the  impression  that  some 
form  (?  all)  of  sea  trout  were  hybrids  between 
the  salmon  and  the  trout).  Grey  salmon  of  the 
Tweed  ; Round  tail  on  the  Annan.  Scurf,  Scurve, 
or  Salmon  scurf  of  the  Tees,  likewise  Cochivie 
near  the  mouth  of  that  river.  Fordwich  trout 
— Candlemas  grey,  a kelt  in  Cumberland  and 
Westmoreland.  In  the  grilse  stage  in  Scotland 
as  Phinoe — or  finnock ; Herling,  Moudie  trout, 
or  in  the  Northern  English  rivers  as  Whit- 
lings  or  Whitings ; also  Lammasmen  in  the 
Edinburgh  markets  for  August  ones,  while 
some  unclean  sea  trout  are  termed  thus  on 
the  River  Allan,  and  Gull  of  August,  and  Mort 
of  the  Cumberland  rivers.  White  trout,  Ireland. 
In  the  smolt  stage  as  Sprod  in  Cumberland; 
also  Sea  trout  grilse  are  sometimes  so  termed ; 
while  the  Par  in  Scotland  and  those  becoming 
smolts  are  known  as  Orange  fins  or  Yellow  fins, 
Black  tails,  Silver  whites,  Silver  greys,  and  Burn 
tails  in  the  Tyne,  and  in  Cumberland  as  Smelt- 
sprods  and  Herring-sprods.  A correspondent  in 
Land  and  Water,  March  27, 1880,  gave  the  follow- 
ing as  Gaelic  names  of  Salmon  trout  in  the  north 
of  Scotland  — geal-blireac  and  bricean,  and  sea 
trout  as  breac-sail  and  breac-mara,  and  salmon 
fry  as  min-iasg  and  siol  bradain,  and  trout  of 
any  kind  as  breac  and  bricean;  also  of  salmon 
trout  as  colagan. 

“The  Scurf  of  the  Tees  is  almost  universally 
considered  to  be  identical  with  Salmo  trutta ; the 
Whitling  the  grilse  stage  of  the  same.” 

Day  gives  the  fin  rays  in  the  sea  trout — D. 
12—14,  P.  13—14,  Y.  9,  A.  11—13,  C.  19—21 ; 
vertebrae,  57 — 60  ; case,  pyl.,  33 — 61.  In  the 
sewin:  D.  12—14,  P.  13—14,  Y.  9,  A.  11—12, 
C.  19 — 21 ; vertebras,  58 — 60;  case,  pyl.,  33 — 52. 

“ The  race  of  sea  trout,”  says  Day,  “ generally 
considered  as  more  exclusively  our  southern  and 
Irish  one,  has  been  subdivided  by  authors  in 
accordance  with  its  size,  sex,  external  appearance, 
and  the  number  of  the  teeth  existing  in  the  body 
of  the  vomer.” 

“ Bull  trout  is  a name  not  restricted  to  one 
race,  but  apparently  more  used  to  designate  large 
and  coarse  examples — Truff,  in  Devonshire,  like- 
wise employed  for  moderately-sized  fish  ; Sewin, 
in  Wales;  Gwimad,  in  the  Teifi  ; Cora,  in  the 
Usk  ; Twbs,  in  tho  Taff ; Buntlings,  in  the  Clwyd, 
Elwy,  and  Chester  Dee ; Peal,  in  Devonshire  and 
along  the  south  coast.  Of  these  several  kinds 
have  received  names,  or  else  owing  to  the  time  of 
their  appearance,  as  May  peal,  Hug  peal,  Pug 
salmon  or  peal  (if  large)  in  the  Torriuge,  Harvest 
peal  and  School  peal  in  the  Devonshire  Erme; 
Bourge  trout  in  Hampshire,  in  tho  lichen,  the 
Test,  the  Beaulieu,  the  Lymiugton,  and  other 
rivers  in  the  county.  In  the  grilse  stage  it  is 
termed  White  fish  in  the  Dart  and  Teign  and 
rivers  along  tho  south  coast,  until  it  becomes 
six  inches  in  length,  when  in  some  localitios  it  is 
termed  Peal,  while  occasionally  White  fish  refers 
to  i- mobs.  In  somo  parts  of  Ireland  they  nro 


known  as  Trout  peal.  The  young  are  termed  Par 
or  Spawn,  and  in  Welsh  “ sil-bodiarn.” 

In  reference  to  these  different  names.  Buck- 
land,  in  “Familiar  History  of  British  Fishes,” 
says  : “ A fish  known  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ogmore  (Wales)  as  the  Sewin  runs  up  in  July, 
August,  and  September.  These  are  said  to  be 
all  females;  some  say  that  the  ‘Twb,’  or,  in 
VVelsh,  ‘ Twbbyn  ’ (ie.,  the  sea  trout),  is  the  male 
of  the  Sewin.” 

“The  Sewin,”  writes  tho  Rev.  A.  Morgan, 
“comes  up  the  River  Rhymney  (South  Wale*) 
just  when  the  oak  comes  into  bloom.  ‘ Brith 
dail  ’ (Queen  Bull  trout)  come  when  the  leaves 
in  the  autumn  are  beginning  to  change  colour 
and  fall ; and  the  Salmon  proper  (Salmo  salar) 
never  ascend  in  any  numbers  till  November  and 
December.”  Dr.  Giinther,  however,  gives  a dif- 
ferent interpretation,  stating  that  hybrids  are 
known  as  “ twb-y-tail,”  literally  “ fall  of  the  leaf,” 
indicative  of  the  reddish  shade  of  colour  and  of 
the  dark-brown  spots  of  the  male. 

As  regards  the  name  “ Gwiniad,”  Capt.  Benyon 
states  that  this  name  is  given  to  the  Sewin  in  the 
River  Teifi.  It  means  weak  fish.  Major  Treherne 
says  they  are  true  Sea  trout,  and  the  Major  also 
states,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Commissioners 
concerning  the  Ogmore,  that  the  fish  called  the 
“ twb-y-tail  ” are  nothing  else  but  the  male  of  the 
Sewin.  He  also  says  : “ I am  certain  that  the 
Sewin  of  Wales,  the  Sea  trout  of  Scotland,  and 
the  White  trout  of  Ireland  are  the  same  fish.” 

Day  expresses  his  belief  that  “ we  possess  only 
one  species  of  Sea  trout,  although,”  he  says, 

“ our  eastern  and  northern  form  of  Salmon 
trout  ( Salmo  trutta)  appears  as  a rule  to  have  a 
few  more  csecal  appendages  than  the  Sewin 
(8.  cambricus),  which  is  chiefly  found  in  the 
southern  and  western  parts  of  England  and 
Wales  and  along  most  of  our  Irish  shores. 
Externally  so  similar  are  these  races,  that  no 
naturalist  has  yet  succeeded  in  pointing  out 
unmistakable  differences  between  the  two, 
while  their  dentition  and  the  formation  of  the 
jaws  vary  to  such  an  extent  that  they  cannot  be 
relied  upon  as  differentiating  one  from  the  other, 
although  generally  the  vomer  has  more  teeth 
along  its  body  in  the  northern  than  in  the 
southern  variety.” 

Frank  Buckland,  in  his  “ Familiar  History  of 
British  Fishes,”  says  : “ The  Sewin  I believe  to  be 
simply  a local  variety  of  the  sea  trout,  its  proper 
name  should  be  Salmo  cambricus.  I believe  the 
Sewin  and  Salmon  peal  of  Devonshire  and  Corn- 
wall to  be  the  same  fish.  I fancy  the  Blue  pole 
of  the  Fowey  to  be  the  kelt  of  the  Salmo  cambricus. 
It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  sea  trout 
and  bull  trout  are  identical.  I know  the  bull  trout 
very  well  indeed,  and  could  pick  him  out  among 
a thousand  other  kinds  of  Salmonidee.  I am 
certain,  therefore,  that  there  is  a difference 
between  the  ordinary  sea  trout  and  the  bull 
trout.  If  I had  the  actual  fish,  I could  explain 
to  the  reader  the  differences,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  do  so  in  writing.  The  Scotch  salmon  fisher- 
men are  all  of  opinion  that  the  sea  trout  is 
distinct  from  the  bull  trout.  The  practical  test 
is  the  boiling  pot.  The  flesh  of  the  sea  trout  is 
red,  and  savoury  to  the  taste,  that  of  the  bull 
trout  is  white,  leather-like,  and  insipid.  As 
regards  the  difficulties  which  often  occur  in 
making  out  the  various  species  of  migratory 
Salmonidee,  I recollect  hearing  of  some  Scotch 
fishers  who  caught  a curious-looking  fish.  ‘It 
is  just  a kelt,’  said  one.  ‘It’s  a bull  trout,’ 
says  another.  ‘ It’s  a sea  trout,’  says  a third. 

‘ What’s  the  odds,’  says  the  tacksman,  ‘ what 
you  call  him?  He  will  just  be  a “saumon” 
worth  Is.  6d.  per  pound  in  the  London  market. 
Shove  him  in  the  ice  box  with  the  rest  of  the 
fish.’  ” 

My  experience  quite  coincides  with  that  of  my 
friend  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  in  respect  to 
the  sea  and  bull  trout,  and  was  conSrmed  this 
spring.  In  J une  last  1 was  up  in  Scotland  at 
my  old  haunts;  the* sea  loch  was  teeming  with 
sea  trout  jumping  in  all  directions,  tho  river 
being  too  low  to  let  them  up.  Wo  had  a haul 
with  the  net  in  the  pool  at  the  mouth  of  the  '• 
river  in  broad  daylight,  9.30  pm,  and  took  about  i 
seventy  sea  trout  (no  salmon).  On  looking  them 
over,  I noticed  somo  fifteen  or  twenty  of  them 
somewhat  different  in  shapo  of  head  and  in 
being  more  fully  spotted,  and  tho  spots  running 
lower.  It  struck  rue  nt  once  that  they  were  hull 
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trout;  some  of  them  weighed  from  21b.  to  31b. 
f We  had  one  of  them  cooked  for  dinner  with  a 
[ gea  trout  proper.  In  the  one,  the  bull  trout,  the 
flesh  was  a creamy  yellow,  was  insipid,  flabby  and 
i tasteless ; in  the  other,  the  sea  trout,  the  flesh 
' was  of  a beautiful  pink  red,  firm,  and  delicious 
eating. 

[i;  The  Bull  trout  attains  to  a large  size,  which  the 

sea  trout  does  not.  Buckland  reports  one  killed  in 
the  Tweed  weighing  441b.,  and  from  151b.  to 
201b.  is  not  an  uncommon  weight.  I saw  one  on 
the  slab  of  a fishmonger’s  shop  in  Bond-street 
which  weighed  371b.  A 101b.  Sea  trout  is  a very 
scarce  example,  from  51b.  to  71b.  is  considered 
very  large. 

Couch,  in  his  “ British  Fishes  ” — under  Peal 
— gives  Salmon  peal  and  Bull  trout  as  the  same 
fish,  and  states  that  this  fish  is  to  be  distin- 

Iguished  from  one  that  is  called  the  Salmon  peal 
in  the  fish  shops  in  London,  which  is  an  early 
stage  of  the  salmon.  Sewin,  as  Silver  salmon, 
Salmo  ccimbricus,  &c. ; Sea  trout,  as  Grey  trout, 
Bull  trout,  Sea  truff,  Pug  trout,  Blue  pole,  &c. 
Tarrell  makes  the  Sea  trout  the  same  as  the 
1 Salmon  trout  and  the  Bull  trout,  as  the  Grey 
trout,  Whitling,  or  Round  tail. 

*■  Edward  Hamilton. 


A DAY  WITH  THE  MAY-FLY. 


“ Please  sir,  the  drake3  are  come  agin.”  Do 
my  readers  recollect  that  capital  story  in  Doctor 
Peard’s  “Year  of  Liberty,”  if  not,  I can  confi- 
dently recommend  that  book  for  instruction  and 
amusement.  Well,  “ the  drakes,”  as  we  call  them 
in  the  “ ould  country,”  had  come  again,  and  I 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  get  permission  for 
a day  on  a stream  where  the  trout  are  “ as  shy 
as  a blushing  bride,”  except  when  that  insect  is 
up.  Where  the  stream  is,  “ wild  horses  ” will 
not  tear  from  me,  but  it  is  less  than  a hundred 
miles  from  London,  if  that  hint  is  of  any  use  to 
solve  the  question  of  locality.  The  friend  who 
gave  the  day  told  me  I would  have  another  rod 
as  a companion,  and  that  when  we  met  we 
could  settle  what  water  we  would  fish, 
bo  as  not  to  interfere  with  each  other ; a 
great  consideration  I always  think,  as  you 
often  mark  a fish,  and  also  know  what 

parts  you  have  left  unfished  on  account  of 
various  circumstances.  I would  always  rather 
have  a mile  of  water  to  myself  than  treble  that 
quantity  when  divided  with  other  rods.  Having 
provided  myself  with  some  “ May-flies  ” from 
Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  which 
she  sent  with  commendable  punctuality,  nicely 
packed  on  cotton  wadding — works  of  art  they 
looked,  and  quite  calculated  to  fulfil  the  trite 
saying  of  Izaak  Walton,  “ Oh,  sir,  doubt  not  but 
that  angling  is  an  art ; is  it  not  an  art  to  deceive  a 
trout  with  an  artificial  fly  ? ” If  a trout  would 
not  be  deceived  by  these  masterly  imitations,  he 
must  indeed  have  been  an  astute  old  patriarch, 
and,  as  such,  worth  spending  hours  over  his 
capture.  But  enough  of  flies  ; let  me  tell  you  of 
my  sport.  You  may  guess  that  this,  my  firt-t 
outing  of  the  season,  was  very  anxiously 
looked  forward  to ; rod,  reel,  and  line  care- 
fully looked  over,  to  say  nothing  of  waders 
and  brogues.  What  a business  getting  ready  for 
the  first  day  is  ! and,  alas,  how  often  are  we 
doomed  to  dire  disappointment  when  we  get  a 
chance  day — sheep-washing,  foul  winds,  thunder- 
storms, in  fact  anything  that  can  spoil  sport;  I 
do  not  say  enjoyment,  for  the  beauties  of  nature, 
and  the  enhanced  difficulty  in  trying  to  inveigle 
the  wary  denizens  of  the  stream  are  sufficient  for 
the  angler  “ who  is  born  but  not  made,”  as  I 
believe  I am.  Well,  eleven  o’clock  found  me  on 
the  water,  and  prospecting  for  a rising  fish.  The 
fly  was  coming  down  sparsely  and  hardly  noticed 
by  the  fisb,  but  as  I could  not  move  far  for  fear 
of  missing  my  brother  angler,  I was  not  at  all 
unhappy,  for  I knew  there  were  big  ones  about, 
and  a fish  well  spotted  is  half  killed.  The  sharer 
of  the  stream  soon  arrived,  and  we  speedily  settled 
preliminaries.  I was  to  fish  up  to  a footbridge, 
and  he  would  go  higher  u$>.  “ Have  you  got  your 
paraffin  bottle  ? ” “ No,”  I replied  “ I’ll  do  with- 

out it ; ” and  I did  not  miss  it.  “ There’s  a good 
one  rising  at  tfiat  stump,  try  him.”  Bo  I 
popped  down  on  my  knees  as  the  bank  was  high, 
and  put  the  fly  over  him,  but  he  would  have  none 
of  it,  still  he  kept  rising  to  the  natural,  though  he 


would  not  come  to  me,  so  I left  him.  Later  in 
the  day  he  found  his  way  into  my  basket,  an 
honest  pounder.  An  hour  found  me  with  two 
nice  fish,  and  I strolled  up  past  a weedy  bit  of 
water  where  there  were  no  fish  rising ; a little 
further  up  in  a carrier  I tinkered  a brace,  and 
left  a fly  in  a tree.  “ Won’t  do,”  I said,  so  I sat 
down,  had  my  luncheon,  lit  my  pipe,  and  by  keep- 
ing my  eye  on  the  water  located  a brace  of 
beauties,  they  were  more  amenable,  and  were 
soon  reposing  in  my  creel.  Then  a little 
above,  in  a long  pool  with  a nice  side 
stream  under  the  bushes,  I got  another  brace,  one 
too  small,  so  he  was  returned ; and  I spent  a good 
while  over  a fish,  whom  I felt  sure  was  a monster, 
but  as  I could  not  get  him  to  look  at  me,  though 
feeding  well,  I suspect  he  was  badly  fished  for, 
so  I left  him. 

Halloa ! what’s  this  rising  close  to  my  own 
side,  just  below  a bunch  of  weeds,  in  shallow 
water.  Is  he  worth  trying  for  ? I could  not  tell 
from  the  rise,  but  when  I put  the  fly  over  him 
and  he  felt  the  steel  I knew  what  he  was — 21b. 
he  weighed,  and  a very  handsome  fish.  I now 
retraced  my  steps,  the  drake  were  coming  down 
in  clouds,  and  I picked  up  several  fish  rapidly, 
some  sizeable,  some  not.  At  last  I got  to  the 
weedy  water.  I mentioned  previously  there  was 
a fish  taking  toll  of  the  passing  insects,  sucking 
them  in,  letting,  perhaps,  a dozen  pass,  and 
then  having  a choice  one  or  two.  I got  in 
quietly  below  him,  gave  him  my  invitation — but 
no ; so  I waited  and  tried  again  several  times, 
with  no  result.  Thinks  I,  perhaps  you  would  like 
“ it  wet,”  so  I presented  him  with  a sunk  fly,  and 
he  had  it  at  once.  What  a fight,  but  the 
Greenheart  conquered  at  last ! I lifted  him 
tenderly  out,  the  biggest  of  the  lot.  Now,  here’s 
the  place  where  the  big  ones  are,  and  they 
generally  break  you  by  getting  round  the 
stumps.  I lit  my  pipe  and  prospected  for  a 
minute  or  so.  There  was  a fish  rising  in  a ticklish 
place,  but  at  the  third  or  fourth  attempt  I got 
nicely  over  him.  He  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  a nice  “ pully-hauley  match”  we  had,  but  I 
won.  The  next  fish  I never  saw  after  he  rose ; 
he  swam  round  and  round,  making  frantic  rushes 
for  the  weiring.  The  hold  gave  at  last.  Still 
another  good  one  rose  and  fastened,  who 
chafed  my  collar  in  the  weeds,  but  good  gut 
stands  a lot,  and  at  last  he  was  creeled.  The 
clouds  came  up  and  I presently  heard  distant 
thunder.  Mr.  David  Foster,  no  mean  authority 
on  piscatorial  matters,  says  : “ The  ancient  belief 
in  the  stoppage  of  sport  during  a thunderstorm 
is  not  strictly  true.”  This  I quite  agree  with, 
but  it  is  an  element  I would  much  sooner  be 
without.  I have  once  or  twice  done  well  with 
the  lightning  playing  over  my  head,  and  on  this 
occasion,  though  it  did  not  put  the  fish  quite 
down,  they  stopped  feeding  so  voraciously  ; but 
may  be  they  were  gorged,  for  the  rise  had  lasted 
a good  while ; and  I expect  that  trout,  like 
human  beings  at  an  aldermanic  feast,  have  their 
limits  of  capacity.  By  this  time  I was  tired,  my 
creel  fuller  of  trout  than  ever  it  was  before,  so  I 
gave  up,  and  after  taking  my  rod  down  and 
waders  off,  put  the  fish  on  the  pass,  admired  them, 
and  then  weighed  t he  catch  collectively.  Fourteen 
trout,  23|lb.  “ Eh,  mon,  it  was  a sicht  for 

sair  een  ” to  see  that  seven  brace  of  beauties,  “ may 
I never,”  but  I think  it  was  the  best  day’s  trout- 
ing  I ever  had,  all  killed  on  half  a dozen  flies;  a 
couple  of  them  are  still  fit  for  next  season.  An 
American  writer  (Mr.  C.  D.  Warner)  says,  “ The 
trout  fly  does  not  resemble  any  known  species 
of  insect.  It  is  a ‘ conventionalised’  creation,  as 
we  say  of  ornamentation.  The  theory  is,  that 
fly-fishing  being  a high  art,  the  fly  must  not 
be  a tame  imitation  of  Nature,  but  an  artistic 
suggestion  of  it.”  I do  not  know  the  materials 
my  “artistic  suggestion”  was  made  of,  but  one 
thing  I am  pretty  certain  of,  and  that  is  the 
fish  (and  they  are  the  best  judges)  must  have 
found  them  look  precious  like  the  natural  when 
they  took  it  in  the  way  they  did  ; for  there 
were  at  times  clouds  on  the  water,  a sweep 
with  a landing-net  would  have  inclosed  hundreds, 
and  still  they  took  my  imitation  freely.  When 
writing  for  some  trout  flies  to  Mrs.  Richardson 
afterwards,  I asked  her  if  she  had  any  name  for 
this  particular  pattern,  and  she  informed  it  was 
“ Queen  of  the  May,”  and  that  it  had  done  well 
on  every  stream  it  had  been  tried  on,  so  I think 
she  has  named  it  most  appropriately.  A two- 


mile  tramp  to  the  railway  station  waB  not  “ a joy 
for  ever,”  for  with  the  fish  and  a bag  of  wet 
waders  I was  very  glad  when  I got  into  the  train. 
Such  a day  seldom  falls  to  the  lot  of  an  angler, 
and  May  26, 1894,  is  marked  with  a red  cross  in 
the  diary  of  The  Old  Duffer. 


ANOTHER  MORNING’S  FISHING 
OFF  DEAL. 


Arrangements  having  been  made  overnight  as 
regards  boat  and  bait  at  daybreak,  I turned  in  at 
my  Deal  inn  with  orders  to  be  called  at  5 a.m. 
next  morning  (Oct.  20). 

Scarcely  had  I dozed  off  into  a troubled  sleep, 
when,  with  a deal  of  crashing,  I was  assured  that 
the  witching  hour  had  struck.  It  was  pitch  dark 
and  very  cold,  but  such  trifles  do  not  trouble  the 
enthusiastic  British  sea  angler.  On  going  round 
to  the  front  of  the  house,  I observe  a faint  pinky 
streak  over  the  Goodwins,  and  a north-easterly 
wind  knocking  the  muddy  water  into  catspaws. 
And  to  think  that  even  then  the  paper  train  was 
rushing  towards  me  at  quite  ten  miles  an  hour 
with  my  Fishing  Gazette  and  “A.W.  M.’s” 
maddening  remarks  about  “the  sun  just  breaking 
through  a haze” ! 

My  friend  and  self  were  off  with  only  a slight 
wetting  by  half-past  six,  and  made  a straight 
course  east  by  north  ; for  the  keen  angler  may  go 
only  where  there  are  the  most  fish  (which  would 
have  been  off  Walmer),  but  the  wise  one  prefers 
a fair  wind  to  and  from  the  ground  to  an  extra 
fish  or  two  and  a dead  beat  back,  and  may  be  a 
swim  at  the  end  of  it.  In  about  twenty  minutes 
we  are  abreast  of  Sandwich,  and  down  goes  the 
anchor.  During  the  next  hour  and  a half, 
during  which  the  sea  got  from  bad  to  worse,  we 
caught,  strange  to  say,  just  the  same  number  of 
codlings,  whiting,  and  pout  as  “ A.W.M.”  and  for 
further  detail  I may  refer  to  his  realistic  des- 
cription of  the  “ tug.  tug,”  and  “ tap,  tap  ” with 
which  the  fish  announce  their  approval  of  the 
bait. 

The  breeze  still  increased,  and  by  about  nine 
o’clock  the  water  was  too  thick  for  the  fish  to  see 
the  bait — indeed,  they  must  have  had  a kind  of 
London  fog  down  below — and  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible to  stand  up  in  the  boat — my  favourite 
position.  We  fished  an  hour  longer  and  caught 
a small  dog-fish  and  a few  dabs,  and  got  very 
wet  and  cold.  Then  after  much  hesitating  we 
came  to  a great  decision — to  throw  it  up. 

On  our  way  in,  which  was  very  wet  and  which 
concluded  with  a spectacular  denouement  some- 
thing like  an  upset,  we  met  some  fellow  sea 
anglers  putting  off  and  also  some  prominent 
members  of  the  Gresham,  Messrs.  Close,  Joel, 
Norman,  and  others.  Poor  as  it  was,  I think  our 
score,  or  rather  our  three  score  odd,  was  one  of 
the  best  on  Saturday,  as,  although  some  of  the 
other  boats  remained  afloat  until  five  o’clock,  the 
water  was  far  too  muddy  for  them  to  do  much 
good. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  there  was  a half-hearted 
muster  on  the  pier,  but  I saw  only  a few  fish 
caught.  By  this  time  the  spray  of  the  sea,  which 
was  blowing  along  the  front,  was  diluted  with  a 
fine  cold  rain.  Anyone  seeing  the  beautiful  calm 
sea  and  clear  sky  of  the  evening  before,  would 
have  confidently  predicted  a grand  Saturday ; 
so  that  many  were  the  boats  ordered,  and 
members  of  the  society  arrived  up  to  the  last 
train. 

But  the  best  laid  schemes  of  sea  anglers — and 
mice — “ gang  aft  agley,”  and  the  total  results 
were  wretched,  redeemed  only  by  a 101b.  cod 
taken  in  Mr.  Close’s  boat,  the  only  good  fish  of 
the  day. 

Only  about  a score  of  our  lot  would  have  paid 
for  the  cleaning,  the  rest  going  hardly  four  to  the 
pound.  Still,  the  enthusiasm  of  fishermen  is  not 
to  be  quenched  thus  lightly,  and,  though  my 
recent  Cornish  experiences  may  have  tended  to 
make  me  hypercritical,  I am  glad  to  say  I enjoyed 
this  little  Deal  outing  as  much  as  any  who  took 
part.  And  I certainly  enjoyed  “ A.  W.  M.’s  ” 
account  of  a similar  day  under  far  brighter 
auspices.  On  one  point  I must  differ  from  him. 
I quite  sympathised  with  his  Diogenes-like  search 
for  a boatman  “with  a conscience,”  which  would 
on  some  parts  of  the  coast,  not  far  from  Kent, 
be  about  as  successful  as  the  search  after  the 
philosopher’s  stone. 
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lint  thorn  should  ho  a little  of  that  accommo- 
dating article  on  both  sidos,  and,  had  as  some  of 
our  south  coast  boatmen  aro,  veritable  “ land 
rats  and  , water  rats,”  I cannot  agree  with 
“ A.  \V.  M.”  tli at  five  shillings  is  a fair  remunera- 
tion for  waiting  on  threo  anglers  for  sevoral  hours, 
including  cost  of  bait  and  hauling  up  the  boat- 
all  items  at  Deal.  Of  course,  as  the  man  suggested 
the  figure,  no  blame  whatever  attaches  to  his 
laro  ; but  a single  caso  of  underpaying,  very  apt 
to  be  misreported,  will  place  more  obstacles  in 
tho  way  of  those  of  us  who  are  trying  to  organise 
these  iittlo  matters  than  a dozen  cases  of  tho 
reverse  order.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


§cotd)  $lotcs. 

By  Mac. 

The  Aberdeenshire  Dee  had  not,  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  “grown”  a great  deal,  but  onward 
from  the  previous  week’s  end,  when  a heavy  run 
of  fish  commenced,  the  sport  had  greatly  im- 
proved. On  the  fairly  lower  and  middle  reaches 
most  was  done,  some  of  the  rods  getting  very 
good  takes.  One  day,  a gentleman  on  the 
Maryculter  beat  had  eight  fish  weighing  1381b. 
Lots  of  the  larger  fish  that  came  up  from  the  sea 
with  the  first  moving  of  the  river  were  found  to 
be  a bit  coloured,  partly  owing  to  their  condition, 
and  partly  owing  to  having  been  so  long  in 
brackish  water  and  close  to  the  coast. 


I am  inclined  to  think  that  Sheriff  Robertson, 
Aberdeen,  gives  rather  extraordinary  decisions 
in  cases  of  salmon  poaching.  For  the  invention 
of  a cage  for  catching  salmon,  and  giving  it  an 
initial  trial,  he  fined  a man  £5  with  £1  11s.  of 
expenses,  but  for  two  salmon  fishery  tacksmen 
not  removing  the  leaders  of  their  bag  nets  over 
the  weekly  slap — a very  heinous  offence  as  I 
judge  it — he  imposed  (for  the  two)  a fine  of  only 
£6  with  £2  2s.  of  expenses. 

It  is  stated  that  the  rod-fishing  season  on  the 
Isla,  which  closed  on  Monday  week,  has  proved 
the  most  barren  of  results  within  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  angler  on  the  river.  Not  a single  fish 
has  been  taken  or  even  seen  owing  to  the  great 
and  continued  drought  having  made  the  river  so 
small  that,  pushing  as  the  migrator y Salmonidx 
are,  none  have  been  able  to  make  way  so  far 
inland. 


A couple  of  salmon  lessees  were  last  week  fined 
at  Peterhead  for  having  failed  during  the  weekly 
slap,  some  time  in  July  last,  to  remove  the  net- 
ting of  the  leaders  of  their  bag-nets. 


Last  week  a conference  took  place  between  the 
Aberdeen  District  Committee  of  the  County  Coun- 
cil and  the  Sewarage  Committee  of  the  Aberdeen 
Town  Council  with  reference  to  contemplated 
action  for  the  purification  of  the  River  Don. 
The  Town  Council’s  Committee  indicated  that 
before  resolving  on  what  action  should  be  taken, 
their  desire  was  that  some  definite  scheme  should 
be  formulated. 


The  Angling  Association  of  Loch  Deven  has 
agreed  to  take  over  tho  cel  fishing  of  the  loch  at 
a minimum  rate  of  £20  and  a maximum  of  £40. 


The  Eden  Fishery  Board  have  resolved  unani- 
mously “That  the  assimilation  of  the  regulations 
as  to  close-time,  and  the  mesh  of  nets  used  for 
taking  salmon  on  tho  English  and  Scotch  sides  of 
the  Solway  Firth  has  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary ; and  they  are  prepared  to  consider  pro- 
posals with  a view  to  carrying  out  adequate 
regulations.”  At  tho  last  meeting  of  the  Board  a 
feeling  of  pleasure  was  expressed  at  the  prospect 
of  a Royal  Commission  being  appointed,  and 
several  members  observed  that  a good  deal  of 
injustice  existed,  especially  on  the  English  side. 

Although  with  a good  start  it  gave  excellent 
promise,  the  autumn  salmon  angling  on  the  Tay, 
taking  it  all  over,  was,  by  reason  of  the  draught, 
a hollow  failure.  The  tidal  free  water  at  and 
near  Perth  did  best  of  all,  and  the  contagious 
reaches  commensurate  with  their  by-past  repu- 
tation did  next  best,  if  there  was  a “ best  ” in  a 
most  miserable  affair.  Further  inland,  several 
usually  tip-top  reaches  did  next  to  nothing.  One 
extensive  beat  said  to  be  good  for  from  600  to 
800  fish  in  a fair-fishing  autumn  only  gave  two. 
This  is  only  a sample  of  the  experience  of  plenty 
of  anglers  on  various  other  rivers. 


The  Friockheim  Angling  Club,  “boys”  who 
do  not  scruple  to  fish  for  common  trout  in 
October,  had  a big  muster-out  the  other  week  on 
the  Luther,  Lunan,  and  Vinney.  Perhaps  it  is 
o *ing  to  such  clubs  fishing  so  late  over  that  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  do  not  know — and  need  to 
ask  advice  all  round — if  there  should  be  a close 
time  for  trout  in  Scotland  ! 


_t  The  “ Cock  of  the  North  ” is  to  fight  the 
Government  over  their  proposal  to  grant  licences 
to  fishermen  with  drift  nets  to  fish  certain  Crown 
waters  around  the  coast  of  Scotland. 

A correspondent  tells  me  that  an  extraor- 
dinarily large  head  of  salmon  ascended  the  Dee 
on  Sunday  week.  For  hours,  shoals  of  ten, 
fifteen,  and  twenty  were  to  be  seen  passing 
through  the  arches  of  the  Old  Bridge  of  Dee  at 
the  south-eastern  corner  of  the  city  bounds. 
Several  old  netting  men  declare  that  such  a won- 
derful run  of  fish  was  never  before  seen  by  them, 
even  in  the  Dee. 


Ythan  and  Ugie  are  now,  it  is  clear,  to  have 
no  autumn  salmon  fishing  season  this  year,  and 
the  numerous  ticket  holders  from  Lord  Aberdeen 
and  the  laird  of  Pitfour  are  mad  as  a March  hare 
over  it. 


Amateur  sea  fishing  continues  remarkably 
good  on  Loch  Torridon.  Latterly,  with  the  end 
of  the  drought  in  Western  Rosshire,  when  rain 
fell  abundantly,  good  sport  was  enjoyed  on 
the  Torridon  River.  On  Saturday  week  Hon. 
Gilbert  Coleridge  and  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  M.P., 
had  between  them  twenty  fine  large  sea  trout. 


On  the  Echaig  and  Loch  Eck  anglers  have  had 
some  good  fish,  and  a fair  number  of  fine  sea 
trout  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  month. 

It  looks  well  to  have  a brisk  contest  for  a 
chairmanship ! Going  the  round  of  the  daily 
newspapers  is  the  following : There  were  two 
candidates  last  week  for  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Limerick  Fishery  Board.  Mr.  McNamara’s  pro- 
poser declared  him  elected,  but  Mr.  Mahoney 
also  claimed  the  honour,  and  sought  to  take 
forcible  possession  of  the  chair.  He  was  supported 
by  several  fishermen  present,  and  a fierce  struggle 
ensued.  The  police  eventually  restored  order, 
and  the  factions  held  rival  meetings. 

I hear  it  stated  that  Mr.  James  Johnston,  of 
Montrose — that  famous  expert  in  salmon  and 
salmon  disease  (“ay,  ay”),  a “guid  man  tu  ” — 
was  offered  and  refused  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board.  Wonders!  Seventeen 
hooks  and  a worm  nothing  to  this  ! 


The  Fishery  Boards  of  several  of  the  Solway 
and  south-west  coast  rivers  aro  to  petition  for  a 
Royal  Commission. 


Though  the  rivers  are  not  yet  all  closed,  the 
angling  in  Sutherland  is  now  practically  at  an 
end  for  the  year.  Even  in  the  latest  localities 
sport  has  dropped  off  all  of  a sudden,  and  very 
wintry  weather  has  set  in,  most  of  the  hills  being 
now  covered  with  snow  well  down  to  their  base. 
It  is  rumoured  that  Dr.  Almond,  of  Loretto 
Schools,  a well-known  angler  in  Sutherlandshire, 
is  to  contest  the  county  as  a liberal  unionist  and 
champion  of  the  Highland  host. 

There  was  no  bidder  for  the  City  of  Dundee 
salmon  fishings  which  were  exposed  for  sale  by 
public  roup  the  other  day. 

The  little  inn  of  Rothiemay  where  good  quarters 
and  good  provand  are  cheap  is,  1 hear,  all  “ fixed  ” 
up  for  the  famous  trouters  of  the  Deveron  for  two 
months  next  spring.  

At  last  I’ve  met  a sensible  voter.  He  only 
votes  for  fresh-run  salmon  and  plenty  of  them. 

Those  Tweed  Acts  ! — For  what  an  amount  of 
ill-feeling,  rowdyism,  and  rioting  they  have  been 
accountable;  and,  apparently,  the  end  is  not  yet. 


The  other  day  the  Berwick-on-Tweed  Town 
Council  met  specially  to  consider  the  Tweed  Acts 
agitation  disturbances  and  terrorism  as  between 
the  townspeople  and  the  bailiffs,  and  the  question 
of  the  civil  police  doing  duty  on  the  pier  at  night 
and  assisting  the  bailiffs.  After  a long  and 
animated  discussion,  the  Council  resolved  to  send 
a deputation  to  London  relative  to  the  Tweed 
Acts. 


The  Annan  and  Nith  Fishery  Boards  have 
agreed  to  concur  in  the  petition  by  other  Boards 
to  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  the  Scotch  Secretary, 
for  the  appointment  of  a Royal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  laws  regulating  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Solway  Firth.  

Some  funny  things — rather,  I might  say, 
ludicrous  remarks — about  fish  and  fishing  appear 
occasionally,  alike  in  angling  papers  and  the  daily 
press.  The  following  is  a sample.  It  licks  me  to 
know  how  a “ very  black  ” fish  could  be  “ extra 
well  and  conditioned.”  “While  fishing  on  the 
Spa  waters  of  the  River  Blackwater  yesterday  a 
gentleman,  who  is  at  present  staying  in  the  Ben 
Wyvis  Hotel,  Strathpeffer,  landed  a salmon 
weighing  231b.  The  fish  was  extra  well  con- 
ditioned, but  very  black.” 


Last  week,  on  Loch  Garve,  Messrs.  Anderson 
and  Moxon,  Edinburgh,  landed  two  pike,  weigh- 
ing 201b.  each,  one  of  151b.,  and  several  others, 
ranging  in  weight  from  8ib.  to  141b.  This  alone 
is  proof  enough  that  Loch  Garve  contains  fine 
large  pike. 


There  is  now  no  prospect  whatever  of  a flourish 
of  a finish-up  of  theanglingon  the  Scotch  back-end 
salmon  rivers  that  are  still  open.  Except  two  of 
them  these  all  close  in  less  than  a week  from  the 
time  of  the  penning  of  this  note.  True  there  is  yet 
time  for  the  flood  to  bring  up  the  thousands  of  fish 
of  different  rivers  that  are  waiting  for  the  first 
opportunity  to  run,  but  no  flood  no  w can  do  very 
much  to  brighten  anglers  up,  as  with  such  a deal 
of  snow  water  most  rivers  must  now  run  out 
before  they  can  be  flooded  to  any  great  extent. 
Good  takes  of  fish  before  the  closing  day  is  put 
beyond  the  pale  of  possibility. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  : “ The  fine 
open  weather  of  Sunday  forenoon  enticed  my 
wandering  steps  to  the  Brig  o’  Dee,  to  see  what 
like  the  water  might  be.  Arrived  there  I found 
it  considerably  risen,  and  very  dark  in  colour. 
So  much  so  that  allhough  the  sun  was  shining,  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  whether  fish  were  passing 
up  or  not  through  the  central  arches.  Spying  a 
group  of  small  boys  at  the  south  end  of  the  bridge 
looking  as  if  they  were  interested  in  something  in 
the  wTater,  I approached,  and  found  each  nickum 
provided  with  a small  arsenal  of  stones,  and  each 
with  one  poised  in  his  hand  ready  to  let  fly.  The 
water  under  the  arch  they  were  standing  on  was 
comparatively  shallow,  and  the  gravelly  bottom 
could  be  quite  easily  seen.  On  inquiry  as  to  what 
was  their  game,  they  gleefully  told  me  they 
were  having  shies  at  the  passing  salmon. 
They  had  expended  ammunition  on  eight  or  nine 
and  were  waiting  for  more.  This  was  good 
enough  proof  that  fish  were  running,  but  I soon 
had  better.  Passing  down  the  river  to  the  Pot 
and  Ford  netting  station  where  the  first  rapid 
shallow  obstructs  the  fish,  I saw  in  the  very 
middle  of  the  rush  what  seemed  to  be  a small 
dog  plunging  in  the  water.  Then  another,  and 
anor.her,  and  another ; in  fact,  twos  and  threes 
took  the  shallow  water  at  once,  and  there  were 
little  mountains  of  splashing  spray,  two  or  three 
feet  high,  wandering  about  the  rush  continually ; 
new  ones  coming  up  as  soon  as  the  others 
disappeared.  A little  further  down  the  river 
brought  me  to  a side  view,  and  it  was  then  a really 
pretty  sight.  Every  minute  a dark  hull  rose  out 
of  the  water  at  the  foot  of  the  shallow,  and  a power- 
ful screw  immediately  lashed  the  current  up  into 
the  air  in  the  form  of  spray,  while  the  vessel 
sailed  up  into  smooth  water,  then  vanished. 
Sevoral  times  a great  leviathan  just  reached  the 
summit  of  his  difficulties,  then  losing  heart,  or 
getting  frightened,  ho  turned  round  and  per- 
formed tho  'same  splashing  all  the  way  back 
again.  In  less  than  ton  minutes  I counted  about 
fifty,  then  gave  up.  There  must  have  been 
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hundreds,  as  I neither  saw  the  beginning  nor  the 
end  of  the  run,  and  did  not  stay  more  than  about 
fifteon  minutes.”  


Writeth  the  Mackay  : “ It  is  currently 
reported  among  anglers  here,  that  according  to 
‘Whitaker’s  Almanac,’  or  some  other  such 
authority,  that  the  present  season  includes  Nov. 
1.  I have  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
Secretary  to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  and 
Mr.  Robertson  replies  that  he  knows  of  no  change 
in  the  usual  date  of  closing,  viz  , Oct  31.  So  that 
settles  the  matter ; the  almanac  has  evidently  made  a 
mistake.  Capt.  Arthur  Farquhar,  R.N.,  has  been 
having  some  rare  sport  near  St.  John’s,  New- 
foundland. One  day  he  landed  two  salmon,  211b. 
and  5^1b.  respectively,  in  addition  to  twenty-three 
sea  trout,  scaling  from  2§lb.  to  341b. ; all  on  a 
12ft.  greenheart  rod.  Yet  another  big  thing  with 
a little  rod  ; this  time  nearer  home.  On  a section 
of  the  Dee  last  week  Mr.  William  Garden,  Aber- 
deen, landed  four  fish,  the  heaviest  211b.,  all  on  a 
13ft.  trout  rod.  In  our  grandfather’s  days,  and 
perhaps  even  later,  it  would  have  been  thought 
nothing  short  of  a miracle  to  land  a salmon  on 
anything  lighter  than  a 22ft.  pole.  They  never 
dreamt  of  angling  for  salmon  with  anything  less. 
This  autumn  more  light  tackle  has  been  seen  in 
use  than  in  any  previous  season.  The  best  record 
of  the  season  as  yet  belongs  to  the  Spey. 
I learn  on  undoubted  authority  that  two 
anglers  on  a certain  fishery  on  that  river 
had  between  them  thirty-four  fish  in  four 
and  a half  days’  fishing,  scaling  from  61b.  to  25Jlb. 
I need  not  say  they  were  mostly  with  prawn,  but, 
for  all  that,  it  was  a good  score.  Last  week  there 
was  some  bright  sport  got  on  the  Dee  with  the 
slight  rise  in  the  water.  On  every  other  section 
fish  were  got,  and  mostly  to  the  fly.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  had  fifteen  for  four  days  on 
the  Woodend  water,  three  of  which  fell  to  the  rod 
of  Mrs.  Watson.  On  the  Kincardine  water  Mrs. 
Pickering  had  her  first  fish  of  the  season,  a beauty 
of  81b.,  and  which  she  followed  up  with  another 
of  101b.  before  the  day  closed.  On  the  Ballogie 
section  Miss  Stainton  caught  her  maiden  fish — 
a nice  salmon  of  61b.  The  nailing  lures  last  week 
were  the  1 Druggist,’  ‘ Akroyd,’  ‘ Butcher,’ 
and  ‘ Gordon,’  on  inch  and  a quarter  and 
inch  and  a half  irons — mostly  double.  In  spite 
of  the  series  of  disappointing  seasons  recently 
experienced,  and  especially  the  one  just  closing, 
which  crowns  all,  there  is  already  a rush  for 
angling  waters  for  next  spring,  i know  of  one 
fishery  which,  along  with  an  extensive  mixed 
shooting  and  a residence,  was  let  for  £60  a few 
years  ago,  has  now  been  let  for  £350  minus  the 
shooting  ! This  same  proprietor  now  draws  the 
tidy  income  of  £350  from  his  angling  waters, 
besides  retaining  a good  slice  of  the  river  for  the 
delectation  of  himself  and  friends  during  the 
autumn  months.  His  father  would  have  been 
glad  of  an  offer  of  £30  for  the  whole.” 


The  Mackintosh  writes : “At  a meeting  the 
other  day  of  the  Spey  Fishery  Board,  their  in- 
spector reported  a decrease  in  the  number  of 
spawning  beds,  but  that  the  spawning  in  general 
showed  good  results.  Also  that  500,000  young 
salmon  fry,  six  to  seven  weeks  old,  were  turned 
into  the  river  in  June  last,  and  a like  number 
last  year.  It  was  noted  with  satisfaction  that 
the  number  of  diseased  fish  was  on  the  decrease. 
Since  writing  last  week  I learn  that  sport  on  the 
Tulchan  water  has  been  very  good  lately.  But 
although  ‘ doings  ’ on  this  water  are  seldom 
allowed  to  transpire,  it  is  reported  that  thirty-one 
salmon  were  landed  by  two  rods  on  the  last  week 
of  the  fishing,  weighing  from  51b.  to  261b.  each. 
Any  amount  of  fish  are  in  the  water  at  present — 
another  proof  of  your  contention  as  to  the  season 
closing  so  early.  On  the  closing  day,  Mr.  David 
West,  artist,  again  made  the  season’s  record  on 
the  Lossie  at  Lossiemouth.  His  basket  was  three 
salmon,  weighing  17^1b.,  13flb.,  and  111b. ; two 
grilse,  of  91b.  and  71b.,  thus  maintaining  the  repu- 
tation of  this  stream  for  its  back-end  fishing. 
Two  days  afterwards,  Mr.  West  unfortunately 
sustained  somewhat  severe  injuries  in  a railway 
accident  at  Elgin,  but  is  now  recovering.” 

An  Inverness  friend  writes : “ The  angling 
season  on  the  Ness  closed  on  the  15th  inst., 
and  the  sport  obtained  on  the  different  beats 
has  been  remarkably  good,  considering  that  wo 


had  two  months  of  very  low  water.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  takes  from  the  1st  August  till 
the  close  : Dochfour  water  (not  regularly  fished), 
J.  E.  B.  Baillie  landed  137  salmon  and  grilse, 
heaviest  251b.;  Ness  Castle  water  (not  been  let 
this  season,  has  not  been  fished  regularly), 
C.  F.  Walker  landed  ninety  salmon  and  grilse; 
Mr.  Godman  and  party,  on  the  Ness  side  water, 
landed  168  salmon  and  grilse.  The  net  fishing 
season  has  been  a very  poor  one.  The  water 
continues  still  low,  and  fish  are  very  plentiful 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  waiting  a rise  of 
water  to  ascend  to  spawning  grounds.  On  the 
free  days  open  to  the  public,  the  local  anglers 
landed  sixty-one  salmon.” 


THE  SLIDER-FLOAT. 


Thebe  are  several  ways  of  obtaining  the  depth 
with  this  float,  and  one  which  I sometimes  adopt 
(with  a quill  slider)  when  I wish  to  get  as  near  as 
possible  the  depth  of  any  hole,  eddy,  or  very 
slow  running  deep  near  to,  and  under  the  top  of 
the  rod. 

(1.)  Let  the  novice  break  off  about  a yard  of  his 
running  line,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  the 
finer  the  line,  the  easier  it  is  to  strike  one’s  fish, 
especially  in  a deep  swim.  With  this  length  of 
line,  tie  one  end  fast  to  the  ring  at  the  top  of  his 
rod,  and  the  other  to  the  top  ring  of  his  slider- 
float,  leaving  it  dangling  in  the  air.  Some 
anglers  prefer  the  top  ring  very  small;  in  fact, 
smaller  than  the  bottom  ring  (at  any  rate,  some 
floats  are  made  with  them  smaller).  I prefer  it 
comparatively  large,  and  the  bottom  ring  very 
small,  on  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  stop 
should  rest ; but,  as  usual,  opinions  differ.  Next, 
let  him  fix  on  his  reel,  and  run  the  line  through 
the  rings  of  his  rod,  also  through  the  rings  of 
his  float,  just  as  it  hangs  from  the  rod  point, 
and  having  put  on  his  corking  weight,  or  small 
bullets  on  his  line  (which  he  pleases),  then 
attach  a properly  lightly  shotted  tapering 
3ft.  6in.  or  4ft.  gut  length,  with  the 
bottom  shot  about  15in.  from  the  hook,  more 
especially  when  used  in  a gin-fine  water ; the 
whole  should  cock  the  float  to  a nicety,  and 
this  the  novice  should  always  know  and  test 
beforehand.  Put  on  a plummet  or  lead,  and 
take  the  depth,  when  this  is  ascertained  to  his 
satisfaction,  ie.,  to  say,  with  a portion  of  the  float 
standing  out  of  the  water  (for  quill  floats  vary), 
then  still  keeping  a gentle  hold  on  the  plummetted 
line  with  one  hand,  hitch  the  line  securely 
around  the  handle  of  his  reel  with  the  other,  so 
that  nothing  can  move  or  slip,  then  bring  the 
line  and  float  to  hand,  take  a single  bit  of  gut 
or  barbel  line  about  -|in.  in  length,  make  a 
noose  in  the  running  line,  put  in  the  length  of  silk, 
draw  noose  fairly  tight,  then  cut  the  piece 
of  line  from  the  top  ring  of  the  rod  and  the 
top  ring  of  the  float,  it  will  instantly  drop  down 
to  the  bullets  or  corking  weight  on  the  line,  close 
to  the  loop  of  the  gut ; depth  is  ascertained,  the 
plummet  can  be  taken  off,  the  hook  baited,  and 
the  lure  cast  in. 

(2.)  The  depth  can  be  and  is  sometimes  taken 
by  practical  men,  either  from  a boat  or  the  bank, 
as  described  above,  without  the  bit  of  silk  being 
looped  to  the  running  line,  and  the  angler  judges 
what  depth  he  wishes  to  fish  by  noting  what 
length  of  line  there  is  from  the  tip  of  his  float 
to  the  ring  at  the  top  of  his  rod  ; the  depth  being 
thus  obtained,  he  makes  the  noose,  and  adjusts 
the  stop  accordingly.  But  this  requires  practice 
and  judgment,  and  even  those  who  profess  to  be 
clever  at  the  game  acknowledge  that  they  are 
often  obliged  to  alter  the  stop  several  times,  and 
when  getting  the  depth  a considerable  distance 
from  a boat  or  the  bank,  owing  to  the  neces- 
sarily long  slant,  it  is  not  only  rather  an  unsatis- 
factory proceeding  but  takes  much  longer  to 
perform  than  the  other  method. 

(3.)  Some  anglers  manage  to  get  the  depth  by 
the  aid  of  a paper  “ messenger.”  Into  the  centre 
of  a piece  of  newspaper,  about  the  size  of  the  top 
of  an  ordinary  tea-cup,  they  make  a tiny  hole, 
and,  if  the  float  is  used,  the  paper  passes  up 
and  down  the  line  above  the  float ; or,  to  be  more 
precise,  as  the  line  descends  through  the  rings 
the  float  pushes  the  paper  up  the  line,  but 
whether  the  “messenger”  is  used  with  or  with- 
out the  float,  I have  found  it  such  a constant 
source  of  irritation  and  annoyance,  at  an  early 


period  of  the  performance  getting  saturated  too 
soon  and  taken  out  of  sight ; at  times  dropping 
too  low  and  getting  cut  with  the  line ; or  after 
being  soaked,  clinging  to  tho  line  too  high  and 
refusing  to  move,  that  I cannot  see  my  way 
clear  to  recommend  it. 

(4  ) If  tho  novice  wishes  to  fish  a strange  bole, 
eddy,  or  “deep,”  of  which  he  knows  literally 
nothing,  but  calculates  the  depth  to  be,  say,  18fo., 
and  uses  a properly  shotted  and  weighted  cork- 
slider,  at  about  this  distance  from  the  hook 
(18ft.),  let  him  fix  a stop,  as  previously  described, 
that  will  easily  run  through  the  upright  rings  on 
his  rod,  but  not  through  the  rings  on  his  float,  and 
directly  the  float  strikes  the  water,  line  should  be 
drawn  off  the  reel  as  quickly  as  possible;  for  if  it 
is  held  at  all  tightly,  and  the  line  is  not  allowed 
to  run  towards  or  freely  follow  the  float,  the 
combined  weight  of  the  corking  weight  and 
medium-sized  plumb-lead  will  bring  both  tackle 
and  float  out  of  the  swim,  and  the  object  of  the 
angler  will  be  frustrated.  For  this  reason,  the 
further  a swim  is  from  the  bank,  a cork-slider  will 
always  be  found  superior  to  a quill,  the  latter 
often  being  dragged  under  from  being  over  light, 
and  proving  a nuisance.  If  the  line  runs  through 
the  rings  of  the  float,  until  the  bit  of  silk  is  stopped 
by  either  the  top  or  bottom  ring  (as  the  case  may 
be),  and  the  float  goes  under,  it  must  be  put  higher 
up  the  line  until  it  cocks  as  desired.  On  the  other 
hand,  after  a certain  amount  of  line  has  run 
through  the  rings  of  the  float  without  it  reaching 
the  stop,  and  the  float  lies  flit,  looking  on  the 
surface  like  a piece  of  stick,  it  must  be  put  lower 
on  the  line  until  it  cocks  as  required.  The  depth 
being  thus  ascertained,  the  plummet  or  plumb- 
lead  is  taken  off,  the  hook  baited,  and  the  cast 
made. 

When  adopting  any  of  these  methods,  I think 
the  novice  will  find  it  far  better  to  have  the 
weight,  whether  it  be  small  bullets,  a large  barley- 
corn or  corking  lead,  on  the  line  as  previously 
described ; for  when  one  considers  what  a lot  of 
work  and  friction  this  moving  weight  causes  the 
one  strand  of  gut  as  I have  often  seen  it,  one  feels 
quite  certain  that  it  would  fray  the  gut  sooner 
than  it  would  the  line,  and  in  this  case  gimp  would 
be  quite  out  of  place,  at  all  events  1 never 
use  it;  but  even  if  it  did  not  fray  the  gut, 
the  barleycorn  lead  or  corking  weight  is  often 
allowed  by  the  inexperienced  to  drop  down  and 
re3t  too  near  the  hook  to  allow  the  stream  to 
play  on  the  tackle  and  bait  and  make  it  look 
attractive  ; on  the  other  hand,  if  the  weight  is  on 
the  line,  the  necessarily  lightly  shotted  tackle  has 
infinitely  a better  chance  of  keeping  in  front  of 
the  heavily  weighted  float ; and  when  fishing  in 
a very  slow  running  deep,  or  comparatively  dead 
but  deep  water,  such  a weight  resting  on  a split 
shot,  not  more  than  lOin.  or  12in  from  the  hook, 
would  (unless  I am  very  much  mistaken)  naturally 
cause  the  most  unsuspecting  bream  to  look  upon 
it  with  a considerable  amount  of  suspicion,  turn 
tail,  and  decline  to  take  the  bait,  but  given  a fine 
tackle  with  the  lowest  smallish  shot  15in.  from 
the  hook,  and  the  weight  out  of  sight  on  the  line, 
the  chances  of  circumventing  these  wary  fish 
are  greatly  increased.  Sudan. 


MICHAELMAS  MACKEREL. 


The  catching  of  mackerel  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  was  unknown,  or,  at  least,  not  practised  to 
any  extent  some  twenty  years  ago,  but  has  now 
become  one  of  the  most  lucrative  branches  of 
drift-net  fishing.  Not  only  this  there  was  a 
prejudice  against  mackerel  caught  after  Septem- 
ber’ and  what  few  there  were  taken  were  sent 
across  the  channel  and  sold  in  thc^  French 
markets.  Somewhere  about  1871  or  1872,  an  old 
fisherman  noticing  that  there  were  large  shoals  of 
mackerel  at  the  back  of  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
procured  some  nets,  chartered  a lugger,  and  went 
in  search  of  them.  His  success  w*s  si  great,  and 
so  ready  a market  was  found  for  ihe  fish,  that  the 
following  year  a large  numb  jr  of  boats  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  coast  to  engage  in  the  trade. 
Since  then  the  Ramsgate  mackerel  fleet  has 
become  an  institution  of  the  port,  and,  with  small 
fluctuation,  has  been  constantly  increasing,  at  one 
time  reaching  as  high  as  150  sail.  Each  of  the-e 
boats  carry  a crew  of  five  or  six  hands,  so  that 
the  trade  gives  employment  to  a v;ry  large 
number  of  men  and  boys,  besides  a number  ot 
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others  engngod  in  sorting,  washing,  and  counting 
and  packing,  us  woll  as  those  employed  in  carting 
and  delivering  tho  fish  at  the  railway  stations. 

In  tho  height  of  tho  soason  tho  cross  wall  and 
tho  fish  market  present  a most  animated  and 
picturesque  scene ; hut  tho  prettiest  sight  of  all 
is  to  stand  on  tho  cliff  and  watch  tho  fleet  leaving 
tho  harbour  for  tho  fishing  ground.  The  long 
stretch  of  boats,  sometimos  as  many  as  fifty  or 
sixty  being  in  sight  at  tho  same  moment,  with 
their  tanned  sails  contrasting  strongly  with  the 
deep  green  of  tho  sea,  speeding  on  liko  a flight  of 
birds  away  towards  tho  distant  horizon,  forms  a 
picture  which,  when  once  seen,  will  not  soon  be 
forgotten. 

Mackerel  fishing,  like  all  other  descriptions  of 
fishing,  is  to  a certain  extent  a lottery ; one  day  a 
boit  may  have  a very  large  catch,  and  tho  next  a 
very  small  one;  indeed,  boats  fishing  close  together 
differ  at  times  very  materially  in  the  numbers 
taken.  But  no  matter  what  success  a boat  may 
have  had,  she  is  bound  to  return  to  the  harbour 
every  day,  otherwise  the  fish  will  not  be  got  into 
the  market  in  a fresh  state,  as  mackerel  inquire 
io  he  eaten  quite  fresh  or  they  lose  their  flavour. 

The  Dumber  of  mackerel  caught  in  one  season 
and  brought  into  Ramsgate  harbour  has  been 
ascertained  from  official  sources  to  amount  to 
two  million  seven  hundred  thousand.  Individual 
boats  have  been  known,  not  infrequently,  to  catch 
as  many  as  three  and  three  and  a half  lasts. 
Mackerel  are  sold  by  long  hundreds  or  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  the  hundred;  a last  con- 
sists of  ten  long  thousands,  or  twelve  thousand 
fish.  Ordinary  catches  raDge  from  a last  to  a 
last  and  a half. 

The  price  the  fish  fetch  in  the  market,  that  is 
the  Ramsgate  market,  varies  considerably,  as 
much  as  from  five  to  fifteen  shillings  a hundred, 
therefore  eight  shillings  will  be  a fair  average,  so 
that  it  is  no  extraordinary  thing  for  a night’s 
fishing  to  realise  Irom  thirty  to  forty  pounds. 
Against  this  must  be  placed  the  bad  catches, 
when  they  do  not  produce  more  than  thirty  or 
forty  shillings. 

There  is  one  item  which  materially  militates 
against  the  amount  which  should  appear  on  the 
profit  side  of  the  account,  and  that  is  the  loss 
and  destruction  of  nets.  What  with  those  cut 
and  stolen,  and  those  destroyed  bypassing  ships, 
the  item  is  a serious  one.  The  loss  of  nets  means 
also  loss  of"  time,  either  in  repairing  those  which 
are  damaged,  or  replacing  those  which  are  lost. 
It  follows  therefore  that  the  loss  of  nets  means 
also  the  loss  of  two  or  three  days’  fishing. 

As  to  the  general  earnings,  an  old  skipper,  from 
whom  I got  the  chief  part  of  my  information, 
estimated  the  average  earnings  of  a mackerel 
boat,  during  a season  of  six  to  seven  weeks,  at 
about  £'350.  This  has  to  be  divided  into  specially 
arranged  shares  between  the  crew  and  the  owner. 

The  habits  of  the  mackerel  are  gregarious,  and 
they  swim  in  immense  shoals  or  masses,  which 
not  only  occupy  a great  part  of  the  surface  of  the 
sea,  but  extend  to  a considerable  depth.  The 
habits  of  this  abundant  and  valuable  fish  have 
been  but  imperfectly  known,  and  a good  deal 
misrepresented.  Like  the  herring,  its  great 
breeding  place  was  suppostd  to  be  in  the  Arctic 
sea,  but  this  is  impossible.  Spawn  has  not  been 
found  to  animate  or  produce  fish  in  any  place, 
except  floating  near  the  surface  or  in  shallow 
waters,  where  both  the  sun  and  air  can  act  upon 
it.  Apart  from  this,  during  the  spawning 
season  they  are  always  to  be  found  near  the  shores 
of  this  country,  consequently  if  mackerel  do  ever 
retire  to  the  Polar  seas  in  the  winter,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  they  cannot  take  their  spawn  with 
them. 

A drift  net  is  composed  of  fine  twine,  well 
tanned  to  preserve  it  trom  the  action  of  the  sea 
water.  The  size  of  the  mesh  is  about  2^in.,  just 
large  enough  to  admit  the  head  of  the  fish  as  far 
as  the  gill  covers  and  the  pectoral  fins,  but  not  of 
sufficient  size  to  allow  the  fish  to  pass  through. 
To  the  upper  edge  of  the  net  a number  of  cords 
are  attached,  which  causes  it  to  float,  and  at 
certain  distances  apart,  casks  painted  black  are 
fixed  by  means  of  a small  length  of  line.  These 
are  intended  to  mark  the  lino  of  the  nets  when 
they  are  stretched  cut,  so  that  other  boats  and 
passing  ships  may  avoid  them.  Each  net  is 
twenty  feet  deep  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long,  and  the  ordinary  complement  of  each  boat 
is  eighteen  or  twenty  nets. 


When  tho  boat  has  arrived  on  the  fishing 
ground,  and  tho  daylight  is  on  tho  wane,  tho 
skipper  and  tho  crew  prepare  to  shoot  tho  nets. 
The  vessel  is  put  before  the  wind,  the  hatches 
being  open  and  tho  deck  cleared,  tho  end  of  a 
rope  called  tho  drift  rope  or  mooring  line  is  passed 
along  towards  tho  stern,  a black  cask  is  fastened 
to  the  end  and  thrown  overboard.  To  this  rope, 
as  it  is  passed  along,  the  nets  are  made  fast,  and 
one  by  one  thrown  over  the  stern  into  the  sea. 
When  all  have  been  payed  out,  the  mooring  line 
is  shifted  from  the  stern  to  the  bow  of  the  vessel, 
the  sails  are  lowered,  the  light  is  hoisted,  and  she 
rides  at  the  nets  as  though  she  were  at  anchor. 
The  nets  are  now  stretched  out  in  a straight  line, 
extending  in  some  instances  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  or  a mile  in  length.  The  fish,  swimming 
about  in  the  dark,  thrust  their  heads  into  the 
meshes,  and,  as  they  cannot  escape,  remain  there 
till  the  nets  are  hauled  in  the  morning.  Some 
skippers  haul  the  nets  twice,  at  midnight  and  in 
the  morning,  but  the  majority  are  content  to 
leave  them  till  morning. 

Heaving  in  the  nets  is  a longer  and  much  more 
laborious  job  than  that  of  shooting  them.  When 
all  is  ready,  the  mooring  line  is  taken  to  the  cap- 
stan, and,  as  it  is  hove  in,  one  hand  stands  forward 
and  unfastens  the  nets,  while  the  remainder  haul 
them  in  full  of  the  glittering  fish,  and  stow  them 
away  in  the  hold.  When  the  whole  of  the  nets 
are  got  in  board,  and  the  fish  secured,  the  sails 
are  set,  and  the  vessel  makes  the  best  of  its  way 
to  Ramsgate  Harbour. 

Apart  from  the  hard  work,  the  life  of  a drift- 
net  fisherman  is  by  no  means  an  enviable  one. 
Blow  high  blow  low,  in  rain  or  storm,  the  work  has 
to  be  done,  and,  in  a measure,  nothing  short  of  a 
hurricane  will  prevent  him  from  going  to  sea. 
But  the  men  who  work  these  boats  are  healthy, 
hardy,  and  brave,  and  the  only  thing  that  upsets 
their  equanimity  is  a calm.  Old  Shellback. 


AN  AUTUMN  DAY  ON  THE 
SEVERN. 


The  Severn  is  a rather  difficult  river  to  fish, 
running  as  it  does  in  a most  aggravating  zig-zag 
course  between  dangerously  rugged  banks,  and 
having  a bed  almost  equally  rough  and  uneven. 
This  makes  spinning  in  the  portion  of  the  river 
now  under  notice  a very  risky  and  troublesome 
business  for  a stranger,  who  would  very  quickly 
find  his  tackle  fast  in  some  obstacle.  Again,  the 
high  banks  being  covered  with  shingle  and  clay 
makes  the  task  of  the  ever-patient  angler  any- 
thing but  easy.  Nothing,  however,  is  impossible 
to  followers  of  Old  Izaak,  as  some  piscatorial 
writers  are  constantly  informing  us. 

While  seated  at  business  one  day  last  autumn, 
the  train  of  my  thoughts  was  suddenly  interrupted 
by  the  cheery,  familiar  voice  of  my  chum  Harry 
asking  me  “Well,  what  do  you  say  to  a day  at 
Welshpool  P ” Why  certainly,”  I replied,  “ but 
the  river  is  not  at  all  in  good  condition.”  “ Bother 
the  condition,”  said  Harry,  “ the  fresh  air  will  do 
us  both  good,”  and,  having  no  more  negative 
arguments  on  hand,  I agreed  to  make  the  trip. 

The  day  arrived  in  due  course,  and  so  did  we 
at  Buttington,  the  nearest  station  to  our  proposed 
angling  ground.  As  pre-arranged,  we  went  first 
to  the  canal,  and,  fishing  at  various  places  along 
the  towing  path  for  about  a mile,  we  landed  a few 
nice  roach,  one  of  mine  weighing  nearly  a pound. 

Hoisting  our  creels,  we  turned  our  backs  on 
the  canal,  and  trudged  to  an  inn  by  the  river, 
where  we  discussed  a hearty  breakfast,  and  soon 
after  made  a fresh  start  against  the  fish  in  the 
main  river  of  the  Severn  at  Buttington,  at  the 
part  where  it  is  spanned  by  two  bridges.  Here, 
in  a deep  and  almost  still  backwater,  close  to 
an  overhanging  and  widely-spreading  alder,  I 
gently  dropped  my  line,  bearing  two  hooks  baited 
with  well-scoured  red  worms,  and  waited  events. 
At  first  nothing  happened  but  the  inquisitive 
siege  of  my  float  and  line  by  swarms  of  small 
fry;  but  at  last  the  quill  gave  one  or  two 
preliminary  bobs  and  slowly  disappeared,  and 
a fib.  roach  was  landed  after  a good  fight 
in  tho  bush-fringed  deeps.  Before  adding 
turther  to  my  captures  here,  a shout  from 
Harry  caused  me  to  hurry  up  tho  bank 
and  down  to  a grassy  plateau,  where  I found 
him  trying  to  induce  a 41b.  jack  to  swallow 
a good  roach,  which  he  had  seized  and 


released  three  or  four  times,  the  roach  having 
previously  fancied  a bait  on  my  friend’s  line. 
However,  although  savage  enough  to  worry  the 
roach,  I'Jhox  was  evidently  not  bold  or  hungry 
enough  to  eat  it  while  we  waited.  Soon  after 
this,  Harry  gave  up  this  swim  to  me,  and  from 
it  I succeeded  in  taking  two  nice  dace;  but  as 
bites  then  ceased,  I shifted  lower  down  the  river 
to  a deep  hole  where  the  gravelly  bottom  could 
be  quite  plainly  seen,  as  well  as  the  bunch  of 
gentles  on  my  hook  some  7ft.  or  so  from  the 
surface.  Although  plenty  of  other  fish  were 
about,  only  a small  jack  of  ^lb.  fancied  the 
wrigglers  ; but  I put  him  back  again  after  care- 
fully unhooking,  thinking  at  the  same  time  of  the 
condemnation  passed  on  him  and  his  tribe  by  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society,  but  re- 
membering also  the  good  sport  these  fish  afford 
when  of  fair  size  in  the  winter  season. 

Next  we  arrived  at  a wide  shallow,  where, 
from  a high  bank  we  could  easily  perceive  any 
moving  fish  from  one  side  to  the  other.  On  each 
side  was  a wooden  pile,  and  attached  to  these  a 
length  of  barbed  wire.  My  attention  being 
drawn  to  a commotion  in  the  water  near  the  pile 
on  my  side,  I was  surprised  to  see  two  of  the 
finest  pike  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  come  across 
in  the  Severn.  Evidently  disturbed  by  my 
presence,  they  rushed  towards  deeper  water  and 
vanished  from  my  view.  However,  I am  within 
the  mark  in  stating  that  they  must  have  weighed 
quite  151b.  each. 

We  travelled  further  on,  and  came  upon  a 
proud  Salopian  fishing  in  his  own  peculiar  style 
from  the  opposite  bank.  Anyway,  he  had  some- 
thing to  show  for  his  labour,  for  he  held  up  to 
us  a watch  he  had  just  landed,  and  which  had 
been  under  water  so  long  that  it  was  impossible 
to  be  sure  whether  it  was  of  gold,  silver,  or  a less 
valuable  metal. 

The  time  passed  all  too  rapidly  as  we  fished 
several  other  likely  places;  unoil  at  last,  through 
the  long  line  of  trees  on  the  ridge  of  hills  above 
us,  we  caught  golden  glimpses  of  the  setting  sun, 
which  all  the  day  through  had  given  us  unmis- 
takable evidence  of  his  power.  With  the  decline 
of  day  came  a slight  chilliness  which  was  a 
welcome  change,  although  at  the  same  time  it 
gave  us  notice  to  pack  up.  Even  if  we  could  not 
display  overloaded  creels,  the  day  had  been 
enjoyable,  and  our  sport  with  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  fairly  satisfactory,  all  things  considered. 

There  are  some  mighty  specimens  of  our  friend 
the  loggerhead  in  the  Severn,  but  the  job  is  to 
catch  them,  for  they  are  wary  and  shy  to  a 
degree,  and  usually  affect  places  in  the  stream 
which  are  all  but  inaccessible  to  anglers,  but 
which  at  the  same  time  afford  the  cbeven  family 
parties  fattening  store  of  insect  food  from  the 
overhanging  bushes  ; where,  however,  they  treat 
with  disdain  most  of  the  lures  presented  to  them 
on  hooks,  whether  at  top  or  bottom. 

I have  never  taken  trout  in  this  district,  where 
they  seem  to  be  as  few  and  far  between  as  their 
great  enemies  the  pike  are  abundant.  The  only 
captures  of  trout  hereabout  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  this  year  were  two  which  weighed  from 
31b.  to  41b.  each,  which  points  to  a diminution  of 
the  stock  of  smaller  trout,  probably  due  to  the 
depredations  of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish,  which 
of  late  years  seem  to  overcrowd  the  river.  I am 
afraid  that  in  trying  to  diminish  the  stock  of  such 
fish,  and  make  the  Severn  a salmon  and  trout 
river  pure  and  simple,  the  conservators  have 
undertaken  an  almost  impossible  task,  especially 
in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river  referred  to, 
which  almost  standalone  in  the  natural  difficulties 
they  present  to  the  successful  conduct  of  netting 
operations.  Horace  Oliver. 


On  Oct.  25  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Co.  issued  their 
first  part  of  a new  serial  work  entitled  “ The 
Story  of  the  Sea.”  This  has  been  prepared  under 
the  editorship  of  Q,  and  contains  a series  of 
original  illustrations  by  the  following:  W.  H. 
Overend,  J.  Nash,  Gordon  Browne,  Paul  Hardy, 
W.  C.  Symons,  C.  de  Lacy,  0.  W.  Wyllie,  R. 
Peacock,  Wal  Pagot,  W.  Hatheroll,  W.  H. 
Margetson,  Fred  Jane,  and  H.  C.  Seppings 
Writrht. — The  Academy. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

send  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a copy  post  froo  every  week  for 
3 months  of  “The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers' 
It  EOORD,”  St  Dunstau's  House  Potter-lane,  Loudon. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting'  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birmingham,  on  Thursday  evening, 
Oct.  18.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  president,  in  opening  the 
business,  pointed  out  that  the  meeting  was  called  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  the  committee  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  also  to  receive  the  annual  balance  sheet  and 
the  auditors’  report.  The  balance  sheet  was  first  read 
by  the  secretary ; it  went  to  show  that  the  financial 
position  of  the  society  had  increased,  but  that  the 
increase  of  members  had  not  been  so  marked.  Still,  the 
society  had  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  balance 
carried  forward  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  financial  year 
{June  30  last),  when  ,£133  Is.  8 id . stood  to  the  credit  of 
the  society,  which  was  an  increase  of  ,£41  17s.  8|d.  over 
the  balance  carried  forward  on  June  30,  1893.  Con- 
sidering that  the  amount  of  subscriptions  received  from 
the  members  during  the  year  amounted  only  to 
.£30  6s.  8d.,  it  showed  that  the  whole  of  the  expenses 
had  been  paid  out  of  the  profits  of  the  contests  and 
concerts.  The  numerical  strength  of  the  society  this 
year  is  560  ; twenty-three  societies  have  increased  their 
membership,  but  on  the  other  hand  sixteen  societies 
show  a decrease,  while  a few  societies  have  no  members 
connected  with  the  society.  Since  June  30  last  several 
sums  and  contributions  have  been  added  to  the  credit 
of  the  society,  and  the  amount  at  the  present  time 
placed  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  society  is 
.£139  0s.  6d.  Sixty  donations  have  been  purchased,  and 
all  expenses  disbursed.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Jones,  gave  in  their  report,  which  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  their  report,  together  with  the  balance 
sheet,  was  received  and  adopted.  The  election  of  the 
committee  was  next  taken,  when  one  representative 
from  each  society  was  elected  to  act  on  the  committee, 
and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the 
large  societies  not  represented  at  the  meeting  to 
appoint  a member  to  serve  on  the  divisional  committees. 
A committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  on  Nov.  1,  at  the  headquarters. 
A special  general  meeting  will  take  place  in  the  near 
future  for  the  election  of  the  chief  officers,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  printing  of  the  Midland  Railway  travelling 
cards  for  1895. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

From  almost  every  river  and  drain  in  the  Fen  district 
fhe  reports  speak  of  excellent  pike  fishing.  There  are 
some  waters,  however,  where  the  growth  of  the  bottom 
weed  has  prevented  a general  commencement  of  trolling, 
and  it  will  probably  not  be  until  the  frost  comes  and 
kills  the  weed  that  these  waters  will  be  accessible  for 
this  class  of  sport.  Personal  experience  has  proved 
that  the  Forty-foot— one  of  the  best  piking  rivers  in  the 
■district— is  not  yet  in  suitable  condition  for  trolling, 
although  many  good  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
best  single  fish  notified  this  week  was  met  with  on  the 
Witham,  and  weighed  111b.  Other  respectable  pike, 
and  some  nice  bags  of  both  bream  and  roach,  have  also 
been  secured  from  the  Witham.  The  best  roach  fishing 
reports,  however,  come  from  the  Forty-foot.  A basket 
of  eighteen  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Donington  Bridge 
weighed  over  121b.,  and  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
river,  bags  varying  from  71b.  to  141b.  have  been  secured, 
principally  with  creed  wheat  and  paste  baits.  A pike 
■6f  about  51b.  was  also  taken  from  the  same  water,  with 
light  tackle,  while  roach  fishing  near  the  Neslam  Bridge 
in  Sempringham  fen.  A falling  off  in  the  number  of 
visitors  has  been  noticeable  during  the  last  few  weeks, 
but  local  Waltonians  are  as  numerous  and  enthusiastic 
as  ever.  Welland  subscribers  have  been  after  the  pike, 
and  although  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken, 
nothing  exceptional  has  been  recorded. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  on  the  River  Hull  has  greatly  improved, 
■especially  in  the  upper  stretches,  and  some  good  takes 
of  roach  have  been  the  result.  The  Albert  A.S.  fished 
their  fourth  match  this  season  with  the  following  result : 
First,  Mr.  J.  Fawcett ; second,  Mr.  S.  Conyers  ; the 
remaining  Bix  prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Richard- 
son, W.  Blencoe,  J.  Searby,  J.  F.  Woodford,  Thomas 
Smith,  and  C.  Balmforth.  The  Blundells  A.S.  also 
fished  their  fourth  match,  Mr.  J.  Dyson  taking  first 
prize,  Messrs.  W.  Ward  and  H.  Barnes  being  second 
and  third.  The  Hull  Founders’  A.S.  held  their  fourth 
match  at  Weel  Ferry  ; the  first  four  prizes  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  Thomas  Long,  J.  Raspin,  J.  W.  Hunt,  and 
A.  W.  Drury.  The  Hull  Imperial  A.S.  fished  their 
fourth  match  this  season  : Mr.  J.  Broughton,  first ; Mr. 
Thomas  Bell,  second ; Mr.  H.  Rawson,  third  ; Mr.  S. 
Stanley,  fourth  ; Mr.  T.  Fewster,  fifth  ; Mr.  G.  H.  Lewis, 
sixth.  The  East  Riding  A.S.  fished  their  fourth  match 
at  the  society’s  ponds  at  Barrow  Haven,  the  first  three 
prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  F.  Noble,  R.  Cornes,  and 
John  Turner.  The  Old  Sculcoates  A.S.  fished  a match  at 
Patrington  Haven,  the  prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  W. 
Collins,  R.  O’Brian,  C.  Brown,  E.  Clegg,  L.  Linsley, 
and  J.  Turner.  The  Waltonian  Angling  Society  fished 
their  fourth  match  at  Newport,  on  the  Market  Weigh  ton 
Canal,  Messrs.  H.  Creer,  T.  Palmer,  and  H.  Hudson 
being  the  first  three  prize  winners.  The  Pacific  A.S. 
fished  their  fourth  match  on  the  River  Ancholme  at 
Ferriby  Sluice,  but  the  takes  were  small,  the  first  four 
prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Pine,  J.  Carter,  J. 
Raspin,  and  C.  Fox. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Rain  has  come  at  last.  During  the  week-end  many  of 
the  lake  mountains  were  capped  with  snow,  the  first  of 
the  season.  On  Sunday  night  we  had  ten  degrees  of  frost, 
followed  by  a brilliant  day  of  sunshine.  This  was  in 
turn  succeeded  by  showers  on  Tuesday,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing — 10  p.m.  Wednesday — the  rain  and  wind  are 
holding  high  jinks,  inaugurating  the  winter  in  a south- 
westerly gale.  Probably  by  the  time  these  lines  are 
running  through  the  printing  press,  anglers  will  have 
donned  their  waders  for  concluding  casts  amongst  the 
salmon,  which  they  are  hoping  will  now  be  able  to  run 
up  the  rivers  from  which  they  have  so  long  been 
debarred. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  season  is  getting  to  a state  of  uninteresting  and 
undesirable  inactivity.  With  some  associations  many 
of  the  club  meetings  now  being  held  are  causing  great 
anxiety,  and  probably  before  long  the  various  roll  calls 
will  be  much  shorter  than  they  were.  There  was  an 
important  meeting  of  one  of  our  largest  clubs  on  the 
19th,  at  which  a resolution  was  passed  to  secede  from 
the  parent  body,  and  for  the  future  to  confine  themselves 
to  their  own  interests,  and  abstain  from  association 
with  any  federation.  No  donbt  this  will  open  up  the 
way  for  minor  societies  to  follow  suit.  A few  matches 
and  contests  are  still  in  evidence,  the  Brookfield 
Anglers  bringing  their  season  to  a successful  conclusion 
by  a fixture  in  their  own  waters.  The  Merry  Anglers 
had  anything  but  a merry  time  of  it  in  their  closing 
fixture.  On  the  27th,  a very  interesting  event  will  be 
decided  on  the  Worsley  Canal,  when  the  rival 
teams  from  the  Brook  Tavern  Anglers,  Swinton, 
and  the  Walpole  Anglers,  Bolton,  meet  in  friendly 
rivalry,  both  teams  being  composed  of  really  good 
and  experienced  canal  fishermen.  As  a proof  of 
the  great  advancement  angling  has  made  in  Lanca- 
shire, it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  number  of 
organisations  owning  fish  hatcheries  is  on  the  increase. 
Bolton,  St.  Helens,  and  the  federations  in  and  around 
Stalybridge  are  now  fully  equipped,  and  rumour  is  busy 
with  the  names  of  others.  In  all  of  the  foregoing,  active 
steps  are  being  taken  to  fully  utilise  the  coming  winter. 
Good  work  for  the  coming  winter  in  Lancashire  would 
be  that  of  trying  to  obtain  increased  railway  facilities 
for  getting  further  away.  Other  parts  of  the  country 
have  them,  why  not  Lancashire  ? 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

During  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  we  had  a most 
welcome  change  in  the  weather,  the  bright  days  being 
succeeded  by  some  sharp  frosts.  Angling  seemed  to 
take  a fresh  lease,  and  plenty  of  the  fraternity  were  to 
be  found  at  the  early  part  of  the  day  devoting  their 
attention  to  the  roach  in  the  Leicester  Angling 
Society’s  preserves.  The  takes,  although  not  large, 
were  quite  up  to  expectation.  Mr.  Lings  landed  91b. 
roach ; Mr.  Willett,  71b.  and  a nice  chub ; Mr.  Muddi- 
more,  61b.  ; Mr.  Smith,  5lb  , also  brace  of  pike;  Mr. 
Wildman  in  a mixed  basket  showed  two  brace  of  fine 
dace,  and  a number  of  other  anglers  managed  to  get 
quite  respectable  baskets  of  fish.  The  best  part  of  the 
fishing  was  obtained  from  the  canal,  the  backwaters  at 
Ayleston  being  very  low  and  clear.  Although  no  great 
weight  of  water  has  fallen,  the  outlook  has  greatly 
improved,  the  river  being  freshened  up  by  the  falls  of 
rain  that  we  have  had  this  week.  Not  a very  great 
number  of  the  followers  of  the  sport  have  cared  to 
venture  far  afield  the  last  few  days,  and  the  takes  have 
apparently  been  much  below  the  usual  dimensions. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Till  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  had  been  very 
favourable  for  pike  fishing,  but  very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  week.  The  best  catch  of  the  week 
was  secured  by  Mr.  J.  Young,  of  Horning,  in  the  river 
near  that  village  on  Thursday  last,  when  he  took  sixteen 
pike  and  four  perch.  On  Barton  Broad  and  Heigham 
Sounds  a few  fish  have  been  taken,  and  also  on  the  Yare, 
but  the  fish  have  all  been  small,  viz.,  from  31b.  to  61b. 
The  bream  are  still  feeding  well  at  Trowse,  Hythe,  and 
several  lots  of  201b.  to  301b.  have  been  secured.  The 
waters  of  the  district  are  all  in  very  good  condition  for 
pike  fishing,  but  the  weeds  are  still  troublesome,  and 
will  be  so  till  there  have  been  a few  more  frosts  to  kill 
them  down. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  seems  to  be  growing  more  unsettled,  and 
anglers  here  are  likely  to  meet  with  fluctuating  waters. 
On  Monday  the  river  rose  nearly  a couple  of  feet,  but 
portions  of  the  reaches  above  the  Derwent  found  no 
alteration.  The  fact  is,  the  influx  was  coming  out  of  the 
Derbyshire  river,  which  was  the  colour  of  coffee.  A 
remarkably  fine  pike  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  H. 
Daykin,  of  Lenton,  in  the  Shardlow  fishery.  The  fish, 
when  weighed  at  the  Donington  Arms,  Castle  Doning- 
ton, turned  the  beam  at  I71b.  6jz.  ; at  the  Wellington 
Club  it  weighed  171b.  exactly,  and  was  returned  at  that 
weight  Ito  Mr.  Daykin,  who  is  a member.  Several  very 
good  pike  have  recently  been  taken  on  spinning 
tackle  at. Shardlow,  where  on  Saturday  afternoon,  I 
creeled  thirteen  chub,  best  3^1b.,  with  bullocks’ 
pitt  and  brains.  I had  a further  lot  on  Tuesday,  on 
which  day  Mr.  P.  Wallis  killed,  with  maggot,  nearly 
thirty  handsome  dace.  At  Weston,  Mr.  W.  Sudbury 
has  taken  five  pike,  best  61b.  ; and  at  Sawley  (Pride  of 
Derby  Club’s  waters),  Messrs.  Leek  and  Tilley  have 
bagged  seven.  Monday’s  rise  stopped  both  pike  and 
chub  fishing  pursuits  below  Nottingham.  The  prizes 
won  by  the  members  of  tbe  Wellington  Society  have 
been  made  known  since  my  last  report  by  Mr.  Harry 
Spray,  hon.  sec.,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  subjoined 
list.  Barbel,  1st,  H.  Macdonald,  71b-  3£oz.  ; 2nd,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  51b.  14oz. ; 3rd,  J.  Jamson,  41b.  14joz.  Roach  .- 


1st,  H.  R.  Wilkins,  lib.  7?oz. ; 2nd,  W.  Gregory, 
lib.  7Joz.,  four  shots;  3rd,  H.  Coxon,  lib.  7joz.  Dace: 
1st,  J.  Taylor,  9£oz.,  throe  shots ; 2nd,  W.  E.  Stevens, 
8ioz.,  six  shots ; 3rd,  T.  Burgoyne,  8oz.  Perch  : 1st, 
H.  E.  Baker,  lib.  2|oz.  ; 2nd,  C.  Jackson,  15oz.  ; 
3rd,  J.  Holroyd,  13oz.  Bream,  1st,  H.  Spray,  41b.  7ioz. 
Chub  : 1st,  W.  Hall,  31b.  15|oz.  ; 2nd,  F.  Baker, 

31b.  8Joz.  ; 3rd,  A.  H.  Dobson,  31b.  7|oz.  Trout 
(bottom)  : 1st,  S.  Poyson,  lib.  8oz.  ; 2nd,  C.  J.  White- 
hall, 13oz.  Trout  (fly)  : 1st,  W.  J.  Griffin,  lib.  2£oz. 
As  showing  the  wretched  character  of  the  barbel  season, 
only  seven  fish  were  weighed-in,  and  these  came  from 
Shardlow,  which  waters  the  society  rent,  and  the  reach 
is  without  doubt  the  best  on  the  whole  length  of  the 
Trent  for  barbel  fishing,  as  there  are  swims  and  runs  at 
every  turn.  On  Wednesday  morning  an  extraordinarily 
mal-formed  chub  was  caught  in  the  river  near  Radcliffe 
Bridge.  It  was  brought  to  me  for  inspection,  and  I 
recommended  the  gentlemen  to  whom  it  had  been  given 
to  send  it  without  delay  to  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  It  was,  indeed,  a curiosity,  being  as  wide  in 
the  girth  as  a large  bream. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  was  another  all-England  sweepstake  last 
Monday,  Crowle  Wharf,  in  the  Stainforth  and  Keadley 
Canal  being  the  place  selected.  The  entry  was  only  a 
poor  one.  Some  of  the  best  anglers  in  the  kingdom 
entered  ; the  water  was  in  good  condition,  and  the 
weather  was  favourable,  but  the  results  were  very  poor. 
Most  of  the  twelve  prizes  came  to  Sheffield.  T.  Wild 
was  first  with  two  chub  weighing  lib.  9|oz.,  and  W. 
Arnold  was  second  with  a chub  weighing  lib.  6oz.  The 
third  prize  winner  landed  lib.  Ofoz.,  and  the  lowest  take 
to  secure  a prize  was  4Joz.  The  Trent  maintains  its 
reputation,  and  some  good  catches  have  been  made,  but 
very  fine  tackle  has  been  necessary.  The  Fen  districts 
have  not  contributed  much  worthy  of  record.  Rain  is 
now  falling  heavily,  and  should  vastly  improve  sport  if 
it  continues. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Now  that  the  trout  breeding  season  is  rapidly 
approaching,  the  executive  of  the  recently  amalgamated 
Shropshire  and  Shrewsbury  Angling  Societies  will  do 
well  to  take  into  earnest  consideration  the  difficult  pro- 
blem as  to  how  best  to  restock  snd  improve  the  Severn 
trout  fishing  in  the  county  of  Salop.  Year  by  year  in 
the  past  for  a lengthy  period  the  Shrewsbury  members, 
prominent  among  whom  have  been  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
J.  H.  Morris,  H.  Pescull,  W.  Phillips,  and  other  gentle- 
men who  have  the  interests  of  the  angling  public  well  at 
heart,  have  raised  and  expended  a large  amount  of 
money  in  rearing  trout  fry  to  be  turned  into  the  river, 
but  notwithstanding  that  some  30,000  young  fish  have 
been  placed  on  the  more  suitable  fords,  angling  has  not 
appeared  to  have  been  proportionately  benefited.  Two 
chief  reasons  for  this  comparatively  unsatisfactory  result 
are  to  be  found  in  over  fishing  and  the  ravages  of  pike. 
This  year  the  Board  of  Conservators  has  voted  a sum  of 
J250  to  be  spent  in  restocking  purposes,  and  this  money 
if  intrusted  to  tbe  Shropshire  Association  would  be 
wisely  dispensed  by  them  for  the  general  benefit  of 
Shropshire  anglers.  Experience,  however,  has  taught 
ns  that  the  method  hitherto  adopted  of  turning  in  fry 
a few  months  old  is  a very  unwise  one,  and  this  being 
so  it  is  hoped  that  this  year  tbe  association  will  succeed 
in  acquiring  the  use  of  some  convenient  streamlet  in 
which  to  rear  the  young  fish  until  they  become  yearlings, 
or  better  still  two-year-olds.  In  the  meantime  every 
effort  must  be  made  to  rid  the  river  of  pike,  and  the 
best  means  of  doing  so  will  probably  be  to  offer  to  pro- 
fessional fishermen  a small  premium  for  every  fish  or 
every  pound  weight  of  pike  captured  in  the  Severn  or 
tributaries. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Sport  has  been  pretty  lively  on  the  later 
rivers,  and  salmon  and  sea  trout  have  been  had  in  more 
than  average  numbers  since  Monday’s  rain,  which  fell 
heavily  all  along  the  coast.  The  back-end  angling  on 
all  the  salmon  rivers  has  been  decidedly  below  the 
average,  but  the  white  trout  angling  has  shown  much 
improvement.  Sea  angling  continues  first  class.  At 
Baltimore,  Schull,  and  Castletown  enormous  oaptures 
have  been  recorded,  principally  gurnard  and  whiting. 

KERRY. — The  back-end  angling  on  the  majority  of 
the  Kerry  rivers  has  been  poor.  Saimon,  peal,  and 
sea  trout  have  appeared  towards  the  close  of  the  season 
in  more  than  average  numbers  in  all  the  rivers  and 
lakes  in  the  district,  but  an  abnormal  low  state  of  all 
waters,  coupled  with  a large  supply  of  natural  food, 
kept  tbe  fish  from  taking,  and  in  fact  from  rising 
at  all. 


Grilled  Herring.— To  grill  is  to  broil  on  the  grid- 
iron. Do  not  split  the  fish,  but  score  them  slightly  at 
the  sides,  grease  the  gridiron  with  butter,  turn  the  fish 
often  while  grilling,  brown  them  evenly  all  over,  dish 
on  a hot  platter,  and  pour  over  them  a sauce  made  of 
two  ounces  butter,  one  teaspoon  flour,  two  of  vinegar, 
four  of  French  mustard,  half  a gill  of  water,  pepper  and 
salt.  Heat  all  together,  smooth,  thicken,  and  boil  five 
minutes,  garnish  with  parsley. 


This  Escape  of  a Murujcrkk. — A man  in  Yorkshire  was 
recently  arrested  for  the  murder  of  his  employer,  but  after  boing 
in  the  hands  of  the  police  for  nearly  a week,  awaiting  his  trial,  he 
actually  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  He  has  not  yet  been 
recaptured.  How  he  succeeded  in  getting  away  no  one  can 
imagine.  The  police  consider  the  escape  to  be  almost  miraculous. 
But  still  more  wonderful  is  the  escape  from  death  of  a man  whose 
health  was  ruined,  and  who  found  himself  almost  within  the  very 
grip  of  death.  This  man  in  his  hour  of  desperation  turned  to 
Holloway’s  Pills,  and  he  was  saved.  To-day  lie  is  sound  and 
healthy,  in  the  full  enjoyment,  of  vigorous  life. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  timo  of  high  water  in  tho  Thames  at  any 
of  tho  following  places,  to  tho  timo  of  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  given  below 

( 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  / 55  min.  for  Kew. 

) 10  ,,  „ Putney.  \ 75  „ ,,  Richmond. 

Adds  45  ,,  „ Hammer-  Add',  85  „ ,,  Twickon- 

( smith.  I ham. 

50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  '-SS  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 


N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tho  tide 
very  muoh,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water 

at  London 

Bridge. 

Saturday,  Oct. 

27  

Morning. 

....  0.30  .... 

Evening 

0.52 

Sunday,  ,, 

28  

....  1.12  .... 

1.31 

Monday,  „ 

29  

....  1.51  .... 

2.K 

Tuesday  „ 

30  

....  2.28  .... 

2.47 

Wednesday,  ,, 
Thursday,  Nov. 

31  

....  3.  4 .... 

3.21 

I 

....  3.40  .... 

3.58 

Friday,  ,, 

2 

....  4.15  .... 

4.33 

High  Water 

at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Saturday,  Oct. 

27  

Morning. 

....  1. 10  

Evening. 

1.32 

Sunday,  ,, 

28  

....  1.52  

2.11 

Monday,  ,, 

29  

....  2.31  .... 

2.50 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks.  — The 
absence  of  reports  from  several  portions  of  the  river  is  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  unconditional  character  of  the 
water  for  angling,  and  if  it  is  any  consolation  to  anglers 
I can  assure  them  there  is  the  same  complaint  in  other 
places.  Throughout  my  visit  into  the  Lincolnshire 
district  I have  found  a general  cry  of  deficiency  of  water, 
and  the  anglers  beirg  unable  to  practice  their  favourite 
sport.  There  is  one  piece  of  water  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Grantham,  which,  as  a rule,  holds  17ft.  of  water,  and 
is  now  only  about  half  the  depth ; and  I was  also  told  of 
another  large  lake  of  water  which  was  quite  unfishable. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  this  week,  beyond  a few 
exceptional  takes,  the  general  character  of  sport  has 
been  of  an  inferior  kind  in  the  Thames.  I am  very  pleased 
to  report  the  period  for  extra  watching  of  the  metropoli- 
tan river  ended  on  Saturday  last,  with  the  result  that  no 
attempt  at  netting  was  detected,  and  throughout  all 
appeared  very  quiet.  On  these  occasions  the  committee 
of  the  T.A.S.P.  have  to  employ  additional  assistance, 
and  thanks  are  largely  due  to  Mr.  G.  J.  Rough,  the 
active  and  intelligent  head  river  keeper  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  who  with  his  staff  of  keepers  willingly 
work  with  our  own  in  this  direction,  and  in  some  places, 
especially  the  Tideway,  the  police  have  been  well  on  the 
alert.  I have  received  a letter  from  Mr.  John  Spong,  of 
the  Two  Sawyers  at  Twickenham,  referring  to  the  death 
of  the  late  Pat.  Hammerton,  stating  that  he  has  left  his 
widow  in  very  straitened  circumstances.  It  appears  the 
fishermen  amongst  themselves  contributed  to  the 
funeral  expenses ; and,  as  the  deceased  was  a well- 
known  and  respected  professional  fisherman,  he  is 
anxious  some  of  the  anglers  and  others  interested  in  the 
river  should  give  something  to  the  support  of  the  widow, 
which  he  will  be  glad  to  receive  ; and  I may  add,  having 
known  Hammerton  a many  years,  and  always  found 
him  a praiseworthy  fisherman,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure 
to  receive  any  contribution. — B. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  river  this  (Thursday) 
morning  is  rising  and  very  much  coloured,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rain.  Roach  fishing  should  look  up  in  conse- 
quence. Personally  I am  very  sorry  to  see  the  rain. 
The  jack  fishing  was  getting  all  right.  I was  out  on  the 
19th  inst.  half  a day  (morning) ; had  four  jack,  71b.,  51b., 
41b. , 31b.  ; on  the  22nd,  three  jack,  7Jlb  , 31b.,  31b.  Mr. 
Skelton  and  Norman,  on  the  23rd,  had  one  jack,  41b., 
and  a chub,  3.)lb.,  spinning. — G.  Lumsden. 

(Kingston).— J.  Knight,  in  one  day,  caught 

four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  in  three  other  days, 
with  Mr.  Howse,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one 
perch,  and  a barbel  of  41b.  John  Johnson  reports  as 
the  result  of  his  week’s  fishing  eight  bream,  eleven 
perch,  and  seven  dozen  of  roach.  The  bank  anglers 
have  been  getting  a few  roach,  bream,  and  jack. — B. 

• (Loddon  Bridge).  — Some  good  pike  and 

roach  have  been  taken  here  during  the  past  week.  Capt. 
Cornwall  landed  five  nice  pike,  and  on  Tuesday  last  five 
more,  from  3Jlb.  to  61b.  in  good  condition.  Major  Ha gg 
had  some  good  roach . — Rio  hard  Ro  a k e ( The  “ George  ” ). 

(Marlow). — The  water  after  recent  heavy 

rains  much  improved.  Roach  have  been  feeding,  and 
some  good  specimens  taken.  Weeds  are  clearing  off 
nicely. — C.  L.  Matthews,  Ship  Hotel. 

(Oxford). — Sport  in  the  river  here  has  been 

very  unproductive  the  last  week,  one  or  two  jack  have 
come  to  bank.  The  best  specimen  that  has  come  under 
my  notice  was  a 41b.  4oz.  chub,  taken  by  Mr.  Humphries. 
Roach  will  not  feed.  Two  or  three  anglers  have  been 
out  and  tried  them  with  paste,  gentles,  and  worms,  but 
neither  bait  proved  successful. — C.  Herbert. 

(Reading). — Water  palpably  outof  condition, 

and  no  one  has  ventured  out.  At  the  fortnightly 
meeting  of  the  Reading  Waltonians  a pleasant  evening 
was  spent. — E.  H. 

(Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day,  with 

Meneir,  twelve  chub,  the  largest  4Jlb.,  and  a few  roach  ; 


another  day,  with  Mr.  Wilson,  201b.  of  chub  and  two 
dozen  of  roach  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Wade,  twelve 
chub,  the  largest  31b.  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Back 
and  friend,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  two  chub. — B. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— Mr.  Bolt,  in  one  day  with  E. 
Clark,  201b.  of  bream,  the  largest  4Jlb.  Messrs.  T.  and 
A.  Stroud,  in  the  week,  made  a total  of  eleven  jack,  two 
chub  of  21b.  each,  throe  brace  of  perch,  five  dozen  of 
gudgeon,  and  eight  dozen  roach  and  dace.  Inspector 
Smith,  in  one  day  with  H.  Herbert,  three  jack,  two 
barbel,  and  one  bream.  Mr.  Lovegrove,  with  A. 
Knight,  six  dozen  of  gudgeon. — B. 

(Tenbury)  In  this  part  rain  has  fallen  heavily, 

bnt  it  has  made  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the  water, 
which  is  in  good  order  for  angling.  Fishing  has  been 
good,  tho  grayling  all  rising  well  at  the  fly,  and 
some  very  nice-sized  fish  have  been  landed.  The  Red 
Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order  for  fishing,  but 
nothing  done  in  them  of  late. — Worcester. 

(Twickenham). —T.  Ainger,  one  day  with 

Mr.  Tomlinson,  201b.  weight  of  fine  dace  and  roach,  five 
of  the  roach  weighing  over  lib.  each  ; J.  Dunn,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Harris,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  in 
two  other  days  with  Mr.  Brindley,  fourteen  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ; H.  Spiers,  one  day  with  Mr.  Wesley, 
81b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  another  half-day  with  Mr. 
Davey  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; John  Spong,  in 
four  days,  501b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream. 
The  fishermen  have  done  very  little  at  Richmond,  and 
there  is  a blank  report  from  Teddington. — B. 

Windsor  District. — Heavy  rain  has  fallen  here 
to-day,  and  we  quite  expect  a full  water  for  rest  of  week, 
allowing  no  moro  falls.  Jack  are  running  well,  anc, 
some  nice  ones  have  been  had,  Lumsden,  of  Datchet, 
taking  five  of  81b.,  71b.,  51b.,  41b.,  31b.  ; Mr.  T.  Skelton, 
of  Datchet,  had  one  of  41b.  and  a fine  chub  of  41b., 
which  took  a good  sized  dace  on  spinning  tackle.  Mr. 
A.  Brown  (chairman,  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preser- 
vation Society,)  had  five  jack  in  twenty-five  minutes, 
near  Clewer  Point,  largest  71b. ; Mr,  Percy  Holden,  of 
Eton,  one  afternoon  had  five,  but  small.  I landed  one 
of  41b.  2oz.  in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge,  for  Mr.  Roberts, 
of  Park-street,  Windsor,  and  caught  another,  but  too 
small  to  retain.  Jack  appear  to  have  been  in  the 
humour  during  the  week,  as  in  three  and  a half  hours, 
spinning  with  a “ Bedford”  spinner  in  private  water,  I 
took  nineteen  fish,  seven  with  one  bait.  I returned 
eighteen,  only  requiring  one  for  a friend.  They  were  all 
small,  from  about  21b.  to  41b.  It  has  been  capital 
weather  for  jack,  and  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  water.  Chub  and  roach  are 
to  be  had,  but  very  few  anglers  trying  for  them.  Due 
to  the  heavy  rains  on  Wednesday  the  water  is  now  very 
much  coloured.  Should  be  good  for  roach  by  Saturday 
if  no  more  rain. — B R.  B. 

Aide  (Aldeburgh-on-Sea).  — The  River  Aide, 
running  twelve  miles  to  the  southward  to  the  harbour’s 
mouth,  and  from  Ploughden  Quay,  where  it  takes  a 
sudden  bend  to  the  westward,  twelve  miles  inland  to 
Snape  Bridge,  where  it  ceases  to  be  tidal,  is  a very 
favourite  resort  for  both  wildfowl  and  shooting  and 
fishing,  and  affords  excellent  free  sport.  The  river 
abounds  in  fine  eels,  flat  fish,  codling,  &c.,  also  grey 
mullet,  bass,  smelts,  &c.  ; and  above  bridge,  in  fresh 
water,  there  are  pike,  carp,  tench,  perch,  and  roach. 
Live  and  spinning  bait  for  pike,  and  brandling,  lob,  and 
caddis  worms  are  the  best  baits  for  other  fish.  The 
river  is  just  now  in  excellent  condition. — G.  A.  W. 

Ancholme  District. — Water  is  now  in  better  con- 
dition, and  as  we  have  had  two  nights’  frost  with  ice, 
this  should  put  pike  on  the  run.  The  best  baskets  this 
week,  so  far  as  reported,  are  fifty  good  roach  one  day  by 
Mr.  Wrangle,  of  Barnsley.  The  same  gentleman  had 
forty  the  next  day.  On  Monday,  amongst  other  fish,  an 
angler  had  a bream  of  31b.  The  best  bait  at  present  is 
gentles. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

A run  (Amberley).  — River  very  much  swollen. 
Water  very  thick  from  so  much  rain.  Not  nice  for 
fishing. 

Cornish.  Streams.— Fishermen  are  in  a pardonable 
state  of  excitement  over  the  change  in  the  weather.  The 
late  drought  brought  the  rivers  down  dreadfully  low. 
To-day  (Wednesday),  owing  to  one  day’s  rain,  they  are 
over  the  banks.  However,  if  there  is  no  more  rain  nor 
wind — for  the  water  is  thick  with  leaves  now — there  will 
be  good  fishing  in  a day  or  two.  Enormous  quantities  of 
salmon  are  waiting  to  run  up  the  Camel  and  Fowey,  and 
the  outlook  is  bright  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  A 
fresh-run  sea  trout  was  taken  in  the  latter  river  during 
the  week, — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen). — River  veryjhigh  to-day  (Wednesday), 
over-flowing  its  banks  ; the  heaviest  flood  for  three 
years.  On  Monday  there  was  a bit  of  a fresh,  and  Mr.  A. 
Shaw  killed  a salmon  of  61b.  Grayling  fishing  will 
improve  after  this  fresh. — Alwkn. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  had  a little  fresh 
down  the  river  last  week,  and  roach  were  well  on  the 
feed.  A York  angler  caught  a dozen  on  the  Kirkham 
Abbey  water  (on  maggot)  in  the  course  of  an  hour  and 
a half’s  fishing,  the  fish  would  average  about  jib.  each. 
We  have  since  had  heavy  rains,  and  the  river  has  risen 
about  two  feet. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Anglers  are  proverbially  men  of 
many  devices.  Tho  high  tides  of  last  week  having  lifted 
some  of  the  salmon  out  of  the  Solway  into  the  pools  of 
the  Eden  below  Carlisle,  and  the  river  being  too  low  for 
successful  fly-fishing,  some  of  the  professionals  set  to 
work  with  shrimps  and  “ other  devices,”  and  tho 
following  was  the  result  up  to  Saturday  : Robinson  Bone, 
six  fish,  of  which  five  were  killed  in  one  day,  heaviest 
fish  221b.  ; David  Bono,  four,  301b.,  211b.,  211b.,  and 
181b.;  Tom  Bone,  three,  161b.,  111b.,  and  111b.;  D. 
Ellwood,  one  221b.  ; W.  Barlow,  two  fish.  The  river 


rose  about  18in.  on  Sunday,  and  some  of  tho  fishers  in 
the  higher  roaches  got  to  work  on  Monday  ; but  I have 
not  heard  of  anything  being  done.  Tuesday  night’s  rain 
brought  down  a nice  spate,  and  there  is  now  a prospect 
of  some  good  fishing. — Silver  (Utter. 

Esk  (Whitby).  -Some  excellent  sport  is  being  had 
with  the  salmon  and  salmon  trout  on  this  river.  Large 
quantities  of  fine  fish  have  gone  up  the  river  in  the 
recent  floods.  Mr.  J.  H.  Leng  has  caught  four  salmon 
trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  111b.,  and  the  other  three 
41b.  each  ; Mr.  W.  Readman  one  of  121b. ; Mr.  Marsdon 
(Scarborough),  three,  111b.,  101b.,  and  81b.;  Mr.  R. 
Linton,  two,  121b.  and  21b.  ; Mrs.  Keighley,  two,  111b. 
and  121b.  ; Mr.  F.  W.  Dorkin,  two,  41b.  and  51b.  ; Mr. 
Ernest  Bagnall,  one,  31b.  ; Mr.  J.  H.  Keighley,  three, 
91b.,  101b  , and  1 1 Jib.  ; Mr.  F M.  Lacy,  one,  31b. — J.  J.  J. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Continuous  rain  hae 
been  the  prevailing  feature  here  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  running  high 
and  coloured.  This  will,  of  course,  temporarily  suspend 
angling  operations,  but  prior  to  the  rise  a few  decent 
pike  were  taken  ; the  best  bag  (locally)  being  two  brace 
of  fish,  from  41b.  to  71b.  each,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Shepherd.  Messrs.  Edwards,  Reed,  and 
Brown  had  a day’s  piking  in  the  old  Tiverton  Canal  on 
Tuesday  last,  but,  although  several  fish  were  landed, 
none  of  any  calibre  were  negotiated. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
continues  very  favourable  for  autumn  angling,  and  on 
the  different  waters  there  have  been  a fair  number  of 
anglers  at  work.  Roach  continue  to  feed  well,  and  take 
creed  wheat  and  paste  in  a satisfactory  style.  The 
members  of  the  Spalding  Club  are  doing  useful  work  on 
their  waters,  both  bottom  fishing  and  trolling.  Besides 
roach,  they  continue  to  get  perch  and  tench  ; their 
baskets  in  this  direction  run  to  121b.  or  so,  and  many  are 
varying  things  by  topping  up  with  a brace  or  so  of  pike. 
In  some  of  the  drains  pike  fishing  is  becoming  success- 
ful, but  as  yet  they  are  running  on  the  small  side.  The 
twinge  of  frost  we  have  had  will,  it  is  thought,  stir  the 
bigger  fish.  On  the  Forty-foot,  in  the  Billingborough 
district,  the  sport  is  still  conflned  largely  to  bottom 
fishing,  only  odd  places  admitting  of  trolling  with 
comfort.  The  chief  takes  are  roach  from  baited  swims. 
— Limpet. 

Gipping  (Ipswich.).— Water  is  getting  into  nice 
condition.  Some  fair  sport  with  jack  has  been  had ; 
several  fish  of  51b.  and  one  91b  ; while  roach  have  been 
taking  fairly.  Mr.  H.  Banks,  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
got  some  good  sport,  bagging  eighty-four  roach,  weigh- 
ing 241b.  This  is  the  second  bag  of  same  weight  taken 
by  him  this  month. — Piscator. 

Idle  (North  Notts.).— Angling  is  reported  to  be 
very  good  on  the  Idle  just  now.  Roach  are  plentiful 
and  feeding  well  on  the  lengths  below  Retford  and 
Bollam,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  up- 
stream towards  Eaton.  Some  nice  grayling  are  also 
said  to  have  been  fished  up  in  these  higher  lengths,  and 
odd  ones  are  often  taken  even  below  Retford.  The  canal  is 
also  in  good  trim,  and  those  who  have  tried  the  favourite 
lengths  have  been  well  rewarded.  Trolling  is  now 
pretty  freely  tried  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  river,  the 
water  having  been  well  cleared  of  weeds.  The  new 
weed  cutter  is  regarded  as  a great  success.  Some  very 
nice  fish  have  been  landed,  but  I have  not  particulars 
of  extra-sized  fish  worthy  of  note. — L. 

Lea  (Rye  House). — The  river  here  is  now  getting 
in  better  condition  (being  coloured),  and  the  weeds  are 
dying  away.  Mr.  Alexandra,  of  the  Hounsfield  Otters, 
landed  two  jack  near  the  Black  Pool,  one  weighing  4)lb. 
— J.  W.  H.  Cowell. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c.— The  heavy  continuous  rains  of 
Wednesday  have  done  some  good  to  the  rivers.  At 
Tottenham  some  good  roach  have  been  had  lately  from 
the  Navigation  Canal,  two  of  lib.  each  on  Tuesday. 
Sewardstone  waters  have  yielded  good  sport  during:  the 
past  week ; Mr.  J.  White,  two  barbel,  one  61b.  weight, 
and  one  21b.  lOoz.  ; other  flshermen  had  jack  and  perch. 
There  will  be  an  open  competition  for  prizes  given  by 
Mr.  F.  Green,  of  the  Pike  and  Anchor,  at  Ponders 
End,  on  Oct.  28.  At  Waltham  Abbey  a jack  of  3 Jib.  and 
a few  roach  and  dace  have  been  caught.  The  open  com- 
petition there  is  postponed  until  Nov.  4 ; amongst  other 
prizes  Mr.  Sowerbutts  gives  a good  tackiecase,  fitted. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
grayling  streams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  fish  are  feeding  well  at  midday,  and  rise  well  at 
the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  and 
Silver  Twisted  Blue.  Grasshopper  fishing  is  good,  and 
sport  should  be  had  with  it.  Several  anglers  have  been 
out  and  have  taken  some  nice  lots  of  grayling.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Sport 
fairly  good  till  to-day  (Wednesday),  when  wind  chopped 
to  S.W.,  very  strong,  accompanied  by  heavy  storms  of 
rain,  which  at  time  of  writing  has  caused  a rise  of  fully 
9in.  of  water,  as  yet  but  very  slightly  stained.  Appear- 
ances indicate  some  wild  dirty  weather,  and  chances  of 
sport  in  the  near  future  will  depend  entirely  on  the 
weather.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  rising  rapidly,  and 
promising  a big  flood,  so  very  little  good  for  this  week. 
There  have  been  a few  roach  and  chub  taken  with  worm, 
but  very  few  anglers  out  to  give  the  waters  a good  trial. 

A few  small  jack  have  been  taken,  but  nothing  over  51b. 
After  the  water  clears  it  will  be  a good  time  for  the 
roach  with  the  worm. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Very  little  doing.  No  im- 
provement in  the  weather  or  colour  of  the  water.  A 
hoavy  rain  badly  needed,  and  until  wo  are  favoured  with 
this  anglers,  to  avoid  disappointment,  are  recommended 
to  give  this  neighbourhood  a wide  berth. — B. 
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Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Anglers  have  been  very  quiet 
during  the  week.  Nothing  important  has  been  done  ; 
only  a few  roach  have  been  taken  along  New  Town 
banks.  Pike  are  not  feeding  much  yet.  A change  of 
water  is  wanted  very  much  to  improve  sport.— H.  Rout. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  one  or  two  days  good  rain 
on  the  moors,  and  our  rivers  are  in  much  better 
condition.  There  are  some  very  large  salmon  in  the 
several  Weir  pools,  and  I am  looking  forward  to  a good 
week  to  finish  up  the  season.  I hear  some  good  reports 
from  the  Torcross  Lea,  and  no  doubt  through  the  winter 
there  will  be  a lot  of  fishing  by  sportsmen  from  this 
district,  as  by  the  new  arrangement  of  trains  and 
coaches  you  can  leave  Plymouth  in  the  morning,  have 
five  or  six  hours  fishing,  and  return  at  night. — William 
Hearder. 

Rother  (Newingdon). — Some  fine  pike  have  been 
taken  here  during  the  last  week.  I have  had  two  on 
show,  caught  by  Mr.  F.  Miller  on  snap  tackle,  weighing 
Djlb.  and  8 Jib.  The  water  is  in  good  condition. — Hy. 
Dowsett. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  bright  autumn  weather 
we  experienced  last  week  has  undergone  an  unpleasant 
though  much-needed  change,  and  on  Wednesday  the  rain 
came  down  in  torrents.  This  will  have  the  beneficial 
effect  of  bringing  about  a rise  in  the  river,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  hoped  a good  run  of  salmon  to  the  upper 
districts.  Pike  fishing  was  good  last  week,  and  the 
frosts  caused  the  fish  to  run  freely. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb).— The  settled  weather  continued  until  Monday 
last,  which  was  a magnificent  day  for  grayling  fishing, 
as,  after  a very  sharp  frosty  night,  the  sun  shone  most 
brilliantly  until  evening,  and  those  anglers  able  to  take 
advantage  of  it  had  capital  sport.  One  gentleman 
visiting  at  Llanymynech  captured  during  the  day  many 
very  fine  specimens  of  this  beautiful  fish  in  the  Vyrnwy, 
below  that  village,  and  amongst  other  kinds  of  fish,  all 
taken  with  the  fly,  was  one  unusually  large  chub  ; all 
were  in  splendid  condition.  Since  that  time  the  weather 
has  undergone  a complete  change.  A gale  of  wind  is 
now  raging,  accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain.  All  our 
rivers  are  full  to  overflowing,  and,  unless  it  abates  very 
shortly,  a serious  flood  is  anticipated. — Vyrnwy. 

Stort  (Roydon). — On  Oct.  21  some  good  sport  was 
had  by  visitors  to  the  New  Inn,  although  the  water  was 
out  of  condition.  Better  results  should  be  obtained  on 
the  28th  in  Mr.  Cozen’s  competition,  as  the  water  is 
now  getting  coloured.— H.  T.  Cozens. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  very 
clear,  and  fish  are  feeding  slowly.  Several  London 
anglers  were  down  on  the  21st  inst.,  but  very  little  was 
done,  the  largest  roach  I heard  of  being  fib.  Since  then 
we  have  had  one  or  two  frosts,  and  to-day  (24th)  it  has 
been  raining  heavily,  which,  if  it  should  colour  the 
water,  should  make  it  much  better  for  fishing  in  this 
river. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  (Chichester  Canal).  — October 
gales  have  been  prevalent  during  the  week,  accompanied 
by  heavy  rains.  Rivers  are  clouded,  and  the  debris  from 
the  storms  make  many  waters  altogether  unfishable. 
Notes  from  the  Arun  speak  of  blank  days,  and  but  few 
fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week  by  experienced 
anglers  in  favoured  spots.  A few  small  pike  and  perch 
were  obtained  from  the  Rother  on  Saturday,  and  from 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ouse  pike  up  to  61b.  Fair  sport 
among  bream  and  small  roach  has  been  obtained  at 
Chichester  Canal,  and  from  the  lower  water  pike  up  to 
3£lb.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teife  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  wind 
seems  rivetted  to  the  north.  No  rain  worth  mention- 
ing for  two  months  past,  and  hence  no  sport  with 
salmon,  which  will,  unless  we  have  a good  rainfall,  find 
it  very  difficult  to  reach  the  spawning  grounds. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  in  good  order  for  angling.  Rain  has 
been  bad,  and  on  Wednesday  a cyclone  blew  across  the 
district,  and  under  the  castle  the  force  of  the  storm 
drove  the  river  back,  so  that  the  bottom  could  be  seen. 
Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  a good  few  rods  out. 
Pike  are  feeding  at  the  live  bait.  On  Monday  a nice 
dish  of  grayling  was  taken  with  the  willow  and  red  rag. 

— T.  Ludlow. 

Torridge  (Torrington). -River  in  flood.  It  rained 
continuously  for  nineteen  hours.  This  should  stock 
the  river  with  salmon,  and  give  the  rodsmen  a 
chance.  I never  recollect  so  few  salmon  taken 
with  the  rod  in  one  season.  I hear  the  harbour  is 
swarming  with  salmon,  and  at  last  they  have  a chance 
to  come  up.  The  rivers  have  been  too  low  for  fish  to 
get  up.  Only  three  weeks  left  for  the  rod  this  season 
for  North  Devon.  The  bailiffs  have  taken  many  poachers 
fishing  with  the  nets  lately— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark).— Boisterous,  stormy  weather,  and 
l6  ^ren^  ^as  keen  slightly  flushed  during  the  week, 
though  not  of  sufficient  force  to  carry  away  the  enormous 
quantity  of  now  falling  weeds.  On  Saturday,  roach 
and  dace  took  gentles  freely,  Messrs.  W.  H.  and  G.  A. 
Worledge  securing  the  nice  basket  of  fifty-six  of  the 
former,  and  Mr.  David  Slater,  twenty-five  of  the  latter, 
and  a barbel.  Pike  fishing  quiet,  but  prospects  good  — 
Trentsider. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— The  long-expected  flood 
came  on  Wednesday.  Good  sport  may  now  be  expected 
— Pontsenny. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). — Colder  nights  are 
stirring  up  the  pike  on  the  river  and  in  the  drains 
around  Boston,  and  some  nice  fish  have  recently  come 
to  hand.  Some  of  the  best  have  run  up  to  71b.  and  even 
nearly  101b.  In  places  trolling  is  yet  difficult,  and  the 
landing  of  heavy  fish  is  attended  with  some  trouble 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  bank  and  other  weeds. 
Roach  fishing  is  on  the  whole  good,  and  along  with  perch 


and  bream  some  good  baskets  can  be  made  up.  The 
sport  is  now  pretty  muoh  confined  to  local  anglers, 
visitors  being  few  and  far  between.  Local  experts 
usually  use  ground  bait,  and  by  this  means  they  succeed 
well.  Around  Lincoln  also  local  anglers  are  said  to  be 
doing  pretty  well.  The  river  at  Bardney,  the  pool  at 
Brayford,  and  the  Fossdyke  about  Burton-lane  End  and 
Sanilly  are  all  worth  trying.  Weeds  are  now  dying 
down  fast,  and  the  water  is  in  good  trim  from  recent 
rains. — Loci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  — A large 
quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  present  week,  and 
has  put  a stop  to  fly-fishing,  but  if  the  weather  takes  up 
again  both  streams  will  soon  clear,  and  the  fishing 
should  be  improved.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some  good 
sport  was  obtained  with  the  fly,  Saturday  being  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  day. — Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea. — Owing  to  the  prevailing  cold 
and  blustering  north-east  winds  with  heavy  sea,  the 
past  week  has  not  been  so  successful,  although  a nice 
parcel  or  two  of  fish  have  been  secured  by  those  who 
braved  the  elements.  On  Saturday  four  of  our  fishing 
boats  ventured  out  very  early  for  the  purpose  of  long- 
line  fishing  for  cod,  some  four  to  eight  miles  off,  when  a 
strong  easterly  gale  sprung  up,  and  the  boats  were 
unable  to  land  through  the  heavy  breakers.  Two  of 
them,  the  “ Ella  ” and  “ Charley,”  ran  southward  to  the 
harbour  and  came  up  the  river,  whilst  the  others  waited 
for  the  lifeboat  “ Mark  Lane,”  which  was  launched 
through  the  surf  and  rescued  both  crews  and  boats. 
Fortunately  this  dangerous  and  exciting  experience  is 
somewhat  unusual,  and,  as  we  write,  finer  weather  again 
gives  promise  of  further  good  sport. — G.  A.  W.  [Our 
correspondent,  Mr.  G.  A.  Whistler,  of  Waveney 
House,  Aldeburgh-on-Sea,  will  gladly  give  every  in- 
formation to  intending  visitors  on  application.] 

Brighton. — Takes  by  boat  anglers  have  been  small 
during  the  past  week.  Mackerel  have  disappeared,  but 
in  shore  herrings  are  taking  their  place.  The  weather 
has  been  very  unsettled  during  the  past  few  days,  and 
at  time  of  writing  the  sea  is  quite  too  rough  for  boat 
angling. — H. 

Fowey  (Cornwall.)  — Notwithstanding  the  wet 
weather,  sport  with  pollack  continues  good.  A fair 
number  of  large  cod  are  also  being  taken  by  boat 
anglers.  Conger,  whiting,  and  other  fish  continue 
plentiful.— H. 

Hastings. — Fishing  the  last  few  days  here  has  been 
at  a standstill.  The  weather  is  very  boisterous.  Until 
this  came  on  the  fish  were  madly  on  the  feed.  A few 
cod  were  got  at  the  end  of  last  week.- — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth. — We  are  still  having  plenty  of  sport, 
although  the  weather  has  come  in  a little  colder.  The 
most  curious  part  of  the  business  this  year  is  that  we 
are  catching  very  big  fish  close  to  the  rocks.  A friend 
of  mine,  out  a few  days  ago,  had  two  conger  that  weighed 
481b.  These  were  caught  about  a gunshot  off  the  rocks 
of  the  ladies’  bathing  place.  Some  small  cod  and  very 
large  blain  were  taken  last  Wednesday,  fishing  at  the 
bottom  with  pilchard  bait.  Whiting,  smelt,  and  pollack 
are  still  well  on  the  feed,  the  latter  taking  the  small 
black  indiarubber  sand  eel. — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee.— Herrings,  mackerel,  and  scad  are 
abundant,  and  hand-liners  continue  to  have  good  sport 
at  those  fish.  Pollacking  has  been  interrupted  by  a heavy 
ground  swell  on  the  inshore  courses,  but  some  respect- 
able takes  have  been  had  on  a couple  of  evenings  at 
the  headlands  by  anglers  using  mussels. — T.  J.  D. 

Southsea  and  District.— To-day  (Wednesday)  is 
the  only  day  it  has  been  too  rough  for  the  boats  toget  on 
the  whiting  ground ; every  day  till  then  they  have  been 
getting  nine  or  ten  dozen  each,  with  a few  skate  and 
thornbacks,  also  a few  flat  fish.  From  the  piers  I have 
not  heard  of  much  having  being  done.  In  shooting  the 
seine  nets  from  the  shore  for  bait  some  good  silver  eels 
have  been  taken,  several  going  between  41b.  and  51b. ; 
baits  being  used,  fresh  herrings  and  smelts.  The  sprats 
are  here  in  small  numbers. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Waterville. — Sport  continues  very  good.  At  the 
Hog  Head  large  hampers  of  large  mackerel,  bream,  and 
haddock  have  been  had  by  anglers  out  from  the  Bay 
View  Hotel. — T.  J.  W. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  water  during  the  past 
week  was  in  somewhat  high  spate  for  fishing.  On  the 
Netherdale  water  Major  H.  Morris  had  a salmon  of  81b  ; 
Mr.  Caldwell,  two  fish  of  61b.  and  91b.  ; and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  week  five  salmon  were  killed  from  01b. 
to  91b.  On  the  Carnoustie  water,  Mr.  H.  A.  Harvey  had 
two  fish,  6^1b.  and  111b.  On  the  Mayen  water,  Mr.  Mur- 
doch, Aberdeen,  had  a couple  of  salmon.  On  the  Marnoch 
and  Cormehaugh  waters,  Mr.  Porter  had  four  salmon 
(the  heaviest  weighing  171b.) ; and  Mr.  D.  M.  Bertram, 
Edinburgh,  had  two  on  Mr.  Porter’s  section  of  the  river. 
On  the  Blanmore  section,  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr.  Wood 
landed  two  salmon.  A good  few  fish  were  also  got  on 
the  free  water  at  Huntly. — H.  W. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Although  the  Dee 
only  moved  a few  inches  last  week,  yet  the  amount  of 
sport  obtained  was  the  best  since  the  autumn  season 
opened.  On  the  Ballater  and  Glen  Tana  waters  a good 
few  fish  were  got,  chiefly  red  fish.  On  the  Alwyne 
waters,  Mr.  Allan  landed  five  fish,  scaling  51b.,  7ib. , 
13|lb.,  151b.,  and  181b.  On  the  Dess  waters,  Mr.  Walter 
Davidson  creeled  one,  101b.;  and  Capt.  Brodie  two,  of 
71b.  and  81b.  On  Kincardine  water,  Mrs.  Pickering,  the 
proprietrix,  landed  two  beauties,  scaling  81b.  and  91b. 
On  the  Carlogie  section,  the  Master  of  Sempil  and  Hon. 
Capt.  Douglas  Sempil  creeled  two,  of  191b.  and  81b.,  and 
one,  201b.  On  Borrowstone  water,  Mr.  Jennings  got  two, 


of  51b.  and  71b.;  Mr.  Willet  one,  201b.,  and  two,  81b.  and 
91b. ; while  Mr.  C.  Hume  Sinclair  had  also  two,  of  241b. 
and  9$lb.  on  the  same  seotions.  On  the  Ballogie  waters, 
Mr.  Stainton  creeled  four  fine  fish,  scaling  101b., 
121b.,  181b.,  and  191b.  ; while  Miss  Stainton  had  a 
nice  little  fresh-run  fish  of  61b.  ; and  the  Ballogie 
keepers  four,  scaling  211b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  61b.  On 
the  Sluie  water,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dugdale  creeled  a fine  fish 
of  171b.,  and  Mrs.  Williams  another  of  91b.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  section,  Mr.  Dugdale  had  one  of  131b.,  and 
Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  several  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson 
creeled  one,  171b.  ; one,  141b.  ; two  of  111b.  each ; flve, 
scaling  51b.,  61b.,  91b.,  111b.  andl51b.  ; and  three,  of  61b.j 
191b.,  and  221b. ; while  Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  had  three 
to  her  own  rod,  scaling  201b.,  71b.,  and  181b.— in  all 
fifteen  fish  to  the  two  rods  in  five  days.  On  the  Lower 
Crathes  water,  Colonel  Ashton,  of  Dalmenie,  landed  five 
fish,  scaling  151b.,  151b.,  151b.,  111b.,  and  181b. ; while 
General  Michael,  on  the  Invery  section,  had  three,  of 
71b.,  81b.,  and  241b.  On  the  Durris  water  very  good 
sport  was  got.  On  a section  of  the  Dee,  Mr.  Wm. 
Garden,  tackle  maker,  Aberdeen,  landed  four  fine  fish 
on  a 13-foot  rod,  the  heaviest  being  211b.  On  the  Drum 
and  Park  sections  a few  fish  have  been  got.  On  the 
Mary-Culter  section,  Mr.  Duff-Gordon  has  enjoyed 
best  sport  agoing  on  the  Nether  waters.  One  day  last 
week  he  had  eight  fish,  scaling  20Jlb.,  201b.,  18 Jib. , 181b., 
181b. , 171b.,  151b.,  and  111b.  ; on  another,  two,  of  191b. 
and  131b.  ; being  some  1701b.  of  salmon  in  two  days.  On 
the  same  section  Mr.  Cunliffe  creeled  a fine  fish  of  211b. 
On  the  Banchory  Devenick  water,  belonging  to  Lord 
Provost  Stewart,  Aberdeen,  Sir  James  Gibson  Craig, 
one  morning  last  week,  hooked  three  and  landed  two 
fine  fish,  scaling  181b.  and  201b.  On  the  Blackball 
Castle  water,  Mr  J.  T.  Hay  and  party  creeled  during  the 
week  two,  of  161b.  and  91b.  ; two,  of  61b.  and  261b. ; five, 
scaling  161b.,  131b.,  151b.,  191b..  and  211b. ; three,  of 
171b.,  181b.,  and  71b.;  two,  of  101b.  and  61b.  ; and  four, 
scaling  111b.,  111b.,  71b.,  and  91b.  The  Don  fished 
somewhat  better  last  week.  Messrs.  Laing  and  Walker, 
and  another  angler,  had  a fish  each  on  the  Cruives 
water ; while  one  of  211b.  was  got  on  the  Balgownie 
section,  and  several  on  the  Grandholm  and  Curgh 
Kintore  water.  The  Ythan  is  yielding  baskets  of  sea 
trout  from  61b.  to  161b.  Two  grilse  were  got  in  the 
tidal  basin  the  other  week. 

Forth.. — Within  the  past  few  days  sport  on  the  Forth 
has  considerably  improved.  On  Saturday  last,  which 
may  be  given  as  a fair  criterion  of  the  other  days  of  the 
week,  Mr.  Murray,  Causeyhead,  landed  one  grilse, 
8Jlb.  ; Gunner  Whyte,  Stirling  Castle,  one  grilse,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Martin,  Stirling,  one  salmon,  161b. ; Mr.  Turnbull, 
Glasgow,  one  grilse,  71b.  ; Mr.  Clark,  Falkirk,  one 
grilse,  71b.  ; and  Mr.  Taylor,  Falkirk,  one  grilse,  71b. 
On  the  previous  day  Captain  McAuley,  Glasgow, 
creeled  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  two  grilse,  101b.  and 
81b.— G.  M. 

Langholm  (Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel).— The 

Esk  is  now  in  flood  (after  a long  drought),  and  full  of 
salmon.  Good  sport  may  be  expected  for  a week.  Nov.  1 
end  of  season. — A.  Douglas. 

Lossie  (Morayshire).  — The  record  catch  for  the 
Lossie  this  season  was  made  on  Monday  last  week,  when 
Mr.  David  West  landed  three  salmon  and  two 
grilse  scaling  17Jlb.,  13^1b.,  111b.,  91b.,  and  71b.  respec- 
tively.—G.  M. 

North  Esk  (Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell, 

N.B.).  — River  down;  one  fish  of  81b.  got  by  Mr. 
Powell ; Mr.  A.  Allan,  of  Aros,  who  has  been  staying  at 
the  above  hotel,  has  had  good  partridge  shooting  for  the 
last  ten  days ; Messrs.  Powell,  Seddon,  Mills,  and 
Seultzhave  also  enjoyed  good  sport. — W.  Lyon. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  long  spell  of  dry  weather 
seems  fairly  broken  now  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  On 
Tuesday  night  rain  fell  heavily  for  some  hours,  and  on 
the  following  morning  the  rivers  in  the  district  began  to 
discolour.  It  was  not  until  the  afternoon,  however, 
that  the  floods  rose  to  their  highest  point.  It  was  then 
seen  that  the  spates  would  not  do  any  good.  The  floods 
carried  seaward  a large  amount  of  rubbish,  and  with 
the  muddy  and  foul  state  of  the  rivers  salmon  were  not 
taking  the  waters.  With  the  low  barometer  there  is 
every  probability  of  a deluge  of  rain.  The  mercury  has 
not  been  so  low  in  the  South  of  Scotland  since  the  spring 
of  the  year.  In  the  Annan,  on  Saturday,  a salmon  of 
201b.  was  caught  with  a small  grilse  fly,  while  a breeze 
was  on  the  pools.  Another  was  hooked  and  lost  after 
half  an  hour’s  play  by  Mr.  Carrick  ; Mr.  Dixon  was 
reported  to  have  landed  a salmon  on  Monday  out  of  the 
Spittal  pool.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out.  In  the 
Nith  and  Galloway  rivers  no  sport  has  been  had,  and  the 
reports  from  the  South  of  Ayr  give  a hopeless  outlook 
for  the  rods  there. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed. — Since  last  week’s  notes  there  has  been  a 
great  variety  of  weather  in  the  Border  district — rain, 
sharp  and  severe  frost,  and  at  times  genial  sunshine.  A 
good  deal  of  rain  fell  last  week  end,  and  this  had  the 
effect  of  raising  the  rivers  about  6in.  ; but  still  we  have 
not  had  the  much  wanted  flood.  The  small  rise,  how- 
ever, had  the  effect  of  allowing  a goodly  run  of  fish  up 
the  river  on  Sunday,  and  many  were  observed  going  over 
the  caulds  at  various  parts  in  the  Coldstream  and  Kelso 
districts,  all  making  their  way  to  the  upper  and  middle 
reaches  of  the  angling  waters.  Matters  in  the  way  of 
sport,  therefore,  have  somewhat  improved,  and  on  a 
number  of  the  salmon  angling  stretches  several  fish  were 
killed  last  week  and  during  the  present  one  up  to  Tues- 
day. On  the  Ednam  House  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  T.  N. 
Christie  had  a salmon  of  141b.  and  a grilse  of  81b.  On 
the  Sprouston  water,  Lord  Lamington  killed  one  and  Col. 
Trotter  one.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  Mr.  Lang,  Broad- 
meadows,  Selkirk,  has  had  one  salmon  ; Mr.  Pine  Coffin, 
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three;  Mr.  TIioh.  Pringlo,  throo ; Mr.  F.  Godman,  ono 
grilHo  of  811). ; Col.  Auberten,  ono  salmon  of  17ilb.,  ono 
of  13}lb.,  ami  ono  91b.  grille;  and  Mrs.  Aubprton,  ono 
Hnlmon  of  151b.  ; Col.  Carswithon,  ono  101b.  (mb,  and  ono 
of  141b.,  besides  a grilse  of  Gib.;  and  Mr.  William 
Robson,  Oaklands,  Kelso,  two  salmon  on  Tuesday.  On 
tho Carbarn  water,  also,  sovoral  fisb  bnvo  boon  killed,  as 
also  in  tbo  Birgham  wator. — Maxwhicel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 


Boyne. — A salmon  hatchery  has  just  beon  erected  at 
Black  castle  on  this  river  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  aided  by  a 
grant  from  the  Hoard  of  Conservators  and  owners  of 
anno  fisheries.  The  boxes  will  bo  capable  of  batching 
out  between  throe  and  four  million  ova. 


Connaught  Rivers. — This  week  very  windy 
weather  prevailed,  and  consequently  angling  was  dull 
on  tbo  fow  rivers  that  remain  open.  During  the  season 
which  has  just  closed  on  tho  Corrib  13!)  salmon,  37 
summer  fish,  and  2011  peal  were  killed  by  tberod.  The 
biggost  fish  was  a 38-pounder,  killed  by  Commander 
Law,  R.N.,  whose  total  bag  for  the  season — fifty  salmon 
and  eighty-fivo  peal,  weighing  12101b. — was  also  the 
largest,  Mr.  Gibbons  comingsecond  with  two  salmon  and 
oiffhty-ono  peal,  501,'lb.  Tho  peal  ran  on  the  average 
from  51b.  to  71b.  ; spring  fisb,  131b.  ; and  summer  fish, 
91b.  The  season  will  open  Feb.  1. 

Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry).  — Sport  has  been 
first  class.  On  Friday  Messrs.  J.  and  H.  Brennan  had 
forty  trout,  Messrs.  J.  II.  Sullivan  and  E.  Dennehy, 
thirty-five  trout.  On  Monday  the  best  basket  recorded 
was  one  of  thirty-nine  trout  (half  white)  had  by  Mr.  J. 
H.  O’Molloy. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee.— The  season  for  rods  closed  on  this  river  on 
the  13th  inst.  The  early  part  of  the  season  was  good, 
the  latter  not  so  good.  The  heaviest  recorded  fish  was 
a 351b.  springer,  killed  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass  in  March. 
— J.  B. 


Lough  Currane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  fair 
on  the  closing  days.  Messrs.  T.  J.  Denneby,  G. 
Dennehy,  J.  Segerson,  and  D.  Leary  had  each  a dozen 
good  trout  on  the  last  day. — T.  J.  D. 


Lough  Filealougha  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been 
first  class.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Giltanan  had  twenty-four 
trout  in  three  hours.  A large  number  of  spawning  fish 
are  around  upon  the  redds,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  the 
season  bids  fair  to  be  prolific  of  spawning  fish. — 


North-East  Ulster  Rivers. — In  the  early  part  of 
the  week  the  weather  was  intensely  cold,  with  sleet  and 
snow  falling.  None  but  the  most  enthusiastic  fisher 
could  have  ventured  out.  The  frosts  put  the  trout 
from  rising.  The  rivers  open  now  are  the  Bann,  Black- 
water,  Maine,  Ballinderry,  and  Six  Mile  water. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Some 
huge  fish  have  been  taken  here  this  week.  Mr.  W.M‘C. 
Gordon,  of  Aberdeen,  has  accounted  for  the  largest  of 
the  lot,  a 40-pounder,  which,  by  the  way,  he  killed  on 
fly.  Mr.  Gordon,  who  is  a very  old  visitor  to  the 
Shannon,  at  Killaloe,  has  killed  many  a score  of  salmon 
on  the  preserves  here,  but  I believe  he  has  never  before 
had  a finer  bout  with  a Shannon  monster  than  he  had 
with  the  above-mentioned  fish.  During  his  five  days 
on  the  river  he  has  also  killed  eight  other  fish,  viz.,  five 
salmon,  211b.,  181b.,  111b.,  91b.,  and  81b. ; and  three 
grilse,  51b.,  51b.,  and  41b.,  nearly  taken  on  fly.  An 
English  angler,  fishing  Mr.  W.  Young’s  preserves,  has 
also  this  week  made  a very  good  score  among  the  salmon 
and  trout.  His  largest  salmon  weighed  30lb.,  another 
weighed  201b.,  and  all  weights  downwards  to 71b.  Heavy 
rainfall.  River  gradually  rising.  Good  sport  expected 
till  the  closing  day,  31st  inst. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Waterville  (co  Kerry). — Bottom  fishers  continue 
to  do  well.  Hampers  of  twenty  dozen  are  common,  and 
include  gurnard,  bream,  whiting,  &c. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  Lake  (co.  Kerry). — The  season  closed 
on  the  15th  inst.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  the  closing 
week  three  salmon  were  had  by  Mr.  Segerson  ; two  by 
E.  Dennehy ; one  by  S.  Haggard ; and  two  peal  by 
E.  O’Brien.— T.  J.  D. 


A FISH  STORY  UP  TO  DATE. 

Col.  Moore,  of  Rocky  Ridge,  tells  a story  which 
would  make  Ananias  blush  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
Mrs.  Moore  corroborates  it.  “A  few  Sundays  ago,”  the 
Colonel  says,  ‘‘we  had  a very  heavy  hailstorm.  How 
it  did  hail  though  ! The  hailstones  were  larger  than 
peas,  and  they  came  down  with  a clatter  that  was  almost 
deafening.  Well,  it  was  soon  over,  like  all  storms  in 
these  regions,  and  when  the  sun  came  out  I took  a walk 
down  to  the  lake.  When  I got  there  I was  greatly 
surprised  to  find  a large  number  of  apparently  dead  fish 
floating  around  on  the  surface — not  little  ones  but  big 
ones,  from  8in.  to  lOin.  long.  When  I recovered  from 
my  surprise  I gathered  up  a dozen  or  two  and  took  them 
to  the  house.” 

11  Yes,”  chimed  in  Mrs.  Moore,  “ and  I cut  them  open 
to  see  if  they  were  good  to  eat,  and  what  do  you  think 
—they  were  chock  full  of  hailstones.  I think  that  when 
the  hailstones  started  to  splash  on  ho  water  the  trout 
thought  they  were  salmon  eggs  and  jumped  for  them, 
and  when  they  bad  swallowed  enough  they  froze  stiff  ! ” 

“And,”  the  Colonel  continued,  “when  the  sun  had 
been  shining  on  them  for  a short  time  they  thawed  out 
and  swam  away  again.  In  half  an  our  there  was  not  a 
fish  to  be  seen.  An’  say,”  he  continued  reflectively, 
“ don’t  you  think  you  Whatcombo  fishermen  had  better 
start  out  right  after  a hailstorm?” — Field  Sport. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

October  28.  

Amicablo  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Competition  at  Windsor. 
Blaekfriars  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Outing  to  Ware. 

Brunswick  Brothers  : Match  at.  Boreham. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  to  Walton  Deeps. 

Enterprise  : Match  at  Cbesbunt. 

Enterprise  Rovers  : Match  at  Roydon. 

Foley  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Funny  Folks  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Competition. 

North  London  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Phoenix  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

Royal  Oak  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

South  London  : Match  at  Walton. 

Wen  lock  : Match  at  Amberley. 

October  29. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Visit. 

Good  Intent : Benefit  concert. 

Highbury  : Supper  and  concert  (postponed). 

October  30. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Benefit  concert. 

October  31. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Concert. 

South  London  : Match  at  Weybridge. 

November  1. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  : Competition. 

Pixie  Brothers : Supper. 

November  3. 

Lychnobite  : Annual  dinner. 

Nov.  4. — Alma:  Match  at  Weybridge. 

,,  4. — Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

,,  4. — Dalston  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  4. — Globe  : Prize  outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  4. — Good  Intent : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  4. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Langford  Hall. 

,,  4.— Havelock  : Match  at  Sawbridgeworth. 

,,  4. — Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

,,  4. — Jubilee  : Match  at  Cookham. 

,,  4.- — Lady  of  the  Lake  : Prize  outing. 

,,  4. — Rose  and  Crown  : Roving  match. 

5. — Alma : Visit. 

,,  5. — Globe:  Benefit  concert. 

,,  5. — Odds  and  Evens  : Visit. 

,,  6. — Rodney  Piscatorials  : Visit. 

„ 7. — Epsom  : Reading  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill. 

,,  7. — Pixie  Brothers  : Supper. 

,,  11. — Islington  Brothers  : Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  11. — Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  11. — Seymour  Brothers  .-  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  14. — Walham  Green  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  16. — Dulwich  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  21. — Anchor  and  Hope  : Visit  and  presentation. 

,,  21. — New  Albion  Piscatorials  : Punt  match. 

,,  26. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Concert. 

Dec.  2. — Camden  : Christmas  prize  outing. 


pollings  bg  tfye 

The  report  of  the  composition  and  quality  of  daily 
samples  of  the  water  supplied  to  London  for  the  month 
ending  Sept.  30,  contains  the  following  items  of  some- 
what sorrowful  interest  for  anglers  : — “ The  cold 
weather  characteristics  of  the  water  supply  have  com- 
menced to  appear  this  season  somewhat  earlier  than 
usual.  The  month  of  September,  last  year*  was  remark- 
able for  an  excess  of  bright  sunshine  and  high  tempera- 
ture— conditions  which  favour  high  purity  in  running 
water  by  stimulating  fluviatile  vegetation  and  promoting 
oxidation  of  organic  matter — whereas  the  month  just 
past  has,  meteorologically,  contrasted  unfavourably 
with  the  corresponding  month  in  1893  in  many  particu- 
lars. The  temperature  has  been  low,  and  the  amount  of 
sunshine  deficient,  thereby  loosening  the  power  of  river 
and  lake  waters  to  destroy  the  traces  of  organic  matter 
always  present.  The  depression  of  temperature  here 
noticed  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  that 
the  prevailing  wind  during  at  least  three  weeks  of  the 
month  was  north-east.  Curiously  enough,  while  many 
streams  were  full  and  cloudy,  and  some  even  flooded, 
the  rainfall  over  the  Thames  Valley  has  been  deficient 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  one  inch. 

******* 

Writing  from  Epsom,  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  says:  “ I notice 
that  several  carp  have  of  late  been  taken  at  or  near 
Hampton.  I can  possibly  offer  some  explanation  con- 
cerning this.  Some  time  ago  I was  a member  of  the 
Leatherhead  Fly-fishing  Club.  Bottom  fishing  was  not 
allowed,  but  leave  was  given  for  jack  fishing.  Twice  a 
week,  for  a long  period,  I used  to  go  for  jack,  using 
the  carp,  which  I obtained  from  the  Epsom  ponds. 
I usually  took  about  two  dozen  each  time  that  I went. 
Of  these  I probably  used  about  six.  The  remainder 
before  leaving  I turned  into  the  Mole.  I must  have 
turned  in  many,  many  dozens.  Some  have  been  takon 
at  Cobham,  and  I once  took  a 2-poundor  near  tho  spot 
where  I turned  them  in ; but  I think  that  the  others 
must  have  worked  down,  bred,  and  found  their  way 
into  the  Thames.  Should  this  be  the  case,  it  shows 
the  advantage  of  restocking. 

******* 

I hear  from  Mr.  Brougham  that  a small  trout  of  Jib. 
was  caught  in  ono  of  the  nets  at  Brentford  and  taken  by 
tho  bead  river-keeper  of  tho  T.A.I’.S.  to  Kingston, 
whoro  it  was  placod  in  tho  rivor  by  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall, 
J.P.,  president  of  the  society. 


“ Keep  your  feet  dry."  The  neglect  of  this  simple 
precaution  often  brings  trouble.  At  the  Gresham  sea 
fishing  excursion  there  was  a “ ohiel  amang  them  takin’ 
notes.”  He  observed  one  ardent  angler  who  never 
allows  tho  weather  to  interfere  with  his  sport,  walking 
very  tenderly  along  the  Southend  Pier  (it  is  only  a mile 
and  a quarter  long,  and  there  is  a talk  of  extending  it 
still  further)  with  a dainty  pair  of  patent  leather  shoes 
“ to  keep  his  feet  dry.”  The  ordinary  water-tights  were 
too  hard  for  his  bunion.  (Death  has  removed  the  Bunyan 
but  not  the  Progress.)  Another  hardy  Nord  man.  one  who 
will  never  grow  old,  was  shod  in  indiarubber  boots.  The 
rain  may  come, the  wind  may  blow — but  in  these  boots  he’ll 
always  go  Those  of  my  readers  who  have  patronised 
the  Brewers’  Exhibition  during  the  last  few  days  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall  may  have  noticed  the  grand  display 
of  “ rubber  ” goods  exhibited  by  Messrs  King,  Malcom, 
and  Co.,  of  19,  Leicester-square.  For  river  fishing,  sea 
fishing,  or  duck  or  wildfowl  shooting,  their  indiarubber 
boots  are  almost  indispensable.  They  may  be  had  “ up 
to  the  fork  ” for  wading,  and  may  certainly  be  termed 
“ the  angler’s  friend — the  doctor’s  enemy.”  Riding 
aprons,  riding  jackets,  bnnting  coats,  and  leggings  com- 
bined (for  which  this  firm  are  deservedly  famous),  and  a 
whole  list  of  articles  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  use  of 
anglers,  are  kept  in  stock  by  Messrs.  King,  Malcom,  and 
Co.  One  great  advantage  of  these  boots  is  that  the 
sportsman  can  easily  repair  them  himself. 

******* 

My  friend  Mr.  J.  H.  Sowerbutts,  of  roach-pole 
celebrity,  was  present  at  the  netting  of  the  East  London 
Reservoir.  He  says  the  weather  was  very  rough,  hut, 
the  netter3  manfully  kept  to  their  work,  with  the  result 
that  nearly  three  tons  of  roach  and  perch  were  taken 
(none  very  large,  but  good  fisb  for  stocking)  with  a few 
jack,  the  largest  about  61b.  The  last  haul  of  the  net  was 
the  best  (about  lOcwt.  or  llcwt.  being  captured),  princi- 
pally bream  ranging  from  1 Jib.  to  41b.  They  have  been 
placed  in  the  Lea  at  Cheshunt. 

******* 

The  Highbury  supper  and  concert,  which  was 
announced  to  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  has 
been  postponed  sine  die  in  consequence  of  the  serious 
illness  of  the  host’s  eldest  son. 

******* 


Who  says  there  are  no  fish  in  the  Thames?  Mr. 
W.  F.  Booth,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society,  writes  : “One  of  our  members,  Mr.  T.  G.  Batt, 
caught  three  chub  in  the  Thames  on  Saturday  last,  and 
when  I received  them,  forty-eight  hours  or  so  after 
capture,  these  were  their  weights  and  measurements  : — 
lb.  oz.  length.  girth. 

inches.  inches. 


4 104 
4 of 
2 3 


194 

19i 

15 


134 

124 

11 


He  was  legering  for  barbel  with  two  hooks,  and  caught 
the  41b.  104oz.  chub  and  the  21b.  3oz.  at  one  time.  I 
may  add  that  we  have  just  received  from  Messrs. 
Cooper  a 101b.  New  Zealand  trout,  a 241b.  roach,  a 341b. 
gillaroo,  and  a 51b.  brown  trout.” 

******* 

On  Wednesday  evening  last,  Mr.  Jardine’s  latest 
lecture  entitled.  “ Sea  Serpents  and  Fabulous  Fish,” 
(illustrated  with  crayon  diagrams)  was  well  patronised, 
close  upon  one  hundred  anglers  being  present.  Mr. 
Ridgway,  president  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society, 
although  suffering  from  a severe  cold,  most  ably  filled 
the  vice-chair,  and  not  only  maintained  his  reputation 
as  an  eloquent  speaker,  but  accompanied  himself  in  an 
excellent  song.  Mr.  Sully,  in  presenting  the  testimonial 
to  the  indefatigable  host,  William  Penny,  also  delighted 
the  audience  with  his  felicitous  remarks.  The  lecture, 
speeches,  toasts,  songs,  and  collection  of  grand  specimen 
fish  were  worthy  of  the  Serapis,  and  will  be  long' 
remembered  by  all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
present. 

******* 

Mr.  W.  C.  May,  of  White  Oak  (says  the  Hazel  Green 
Herald),  while  fishing  in  White  Oak  Creek  last  week, 
ran  his  hand  under  a log,  when  it  accidentally  found  its 
way  into  the  mouth  of  a huge  pike.  Thinking  he  had 
found  something  good  to  eat,  the  fish  at  once  proceeded 
to  swallow  Mr.  May’s  arm  up  to  the  elbow.  May  made 
desperate  efforts  to  free  himself  from  his  finny  foe,  but 
in  vain,  until  he  pulled  his  antagonist  on  the  bank  and 
called  on  a friend  to  assist  in  extricating  his  arm  from 
the  vice-like  grip  of  this  gamest  of  game  fish,  whose  long 
sharp  teeth  were  buried  deep  into  his  biceps.  The  fish 
was  a beautiful  specimen,  weighing  231b.  This  should 
certainly  be  an  awful  warning  to  trout  ticklers. 

* * * * * * * 

A right  merry  meeting  may  be  looked  forward  to 
on  Monday  evening  next  (Oct.  29)  at  the  Amiable,  or 
rather  Amicable  Waltonians’  clubhouse,  the  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road,  close  to  the 
Foresters’  Hall.  The  occasion  is  a visit,  and  Mr.  Merry 
will  be  the  chairman.  Every  angler  who  knows 
“ George,”  also  knows  what  to  expeot. 

******* 

The  good  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  the  respected  secretary  of 
the  Good  Intent,  reminds  me  that  a concert  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  G.  Huggett,  will  take  place  on  the  same 
evening  at  the  Good  Intent,  Crown-streot,  Shoroditoh. 
As  the  beneficiare  was  always  to  the  fore  in  the  oause  of 
benevolence,  it  would  be  a gracoful  act  to  patronise  him 
on  this  occasion. 

******  * 

Still  another  proof  of  tho  good  feeling  which  exists 
among  “gentle”  anglers.  Mr.  Charles  Ellis,  a 
mombor  of  the  Globe,  and  a good  worker  in  tho  oause  of 
benevolence,  has  been  overtaken  with  severe  domestio 
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affliction.  A sick  wife  for  months,  several  children 
suffering  from  diphtheria  (from  which  complaint  one 
died),  has  placed  him  hors  de  combat,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  how  “ many  can  help  one  ” will  be 
afforded  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  5,  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Globe,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road,  N.  Secretary 
Lawrence  hopes  to  see  all  his  friends  on  this  occasion. 

******* 

Every  London  angler  has  heard  of  Mr.  Edward  Burton 
(“Kissing  Cup”).  On  Tuesday  evoning  next  the  Ber- 
mondsey Brothers  will  give  him  a benefit  concert.  Harry 
Patman  will  be  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Smith  in  the  vice,  and 
Mr.  Brown  will  sit  at  the  piano.  When  such  well-known 
anglers  as  Alf.  Conn,  G.  Armstrong,  H.  Mitchell,  J. 
Warman,  J.  Horton,  Robert  Doley,  Rube  Smith,  Charles 
Daws  (the  inimitable),  Charles  Oliver,  Edward  Lacy, 
&c.,  lend  their  patronage  and  services,  a good  take  may 
be  expected.  The  time  is  eight  o’clock,  and  the  rendez- 
vous the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.  Host 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd. 

******* 

Another  pleasant  gathering  will  be  that  of  the  Pixie 
Brothers’  convivial  supper  on  Nov.  7.  Mr.  E.  Hattersley 
has  promised  to  preside,  and  Mr.  Crisp  will  take  the 
vice-chair.  The  club-house  is  the  Rising  Sun,  Harper- 
street,  New  Kent-road.  The  Pixies  are  well-known  and 
much  respected,  and  a “ full  house  ” is  anticipated. 

******* 

From  Belgian  Antwerp  and  its  Universal  Exposition 
. to  Dutch  Rotterdam  and  its  mild  thoroughfares,  says 
the  New  York  Sun,  is  all  the  distance  from  the  Conti- 
nental system  to  our  own  American  respectability.  The 
town  is  Puritan.  The  girls  look  at  you  with  straight 
eyes,  as  innocent  as  lambs  of  coquetry.  They  are  not 
like  French  girls,  walking  with  their  mammas,  casting 
down  their  eyes  immodestly.  All  that  is  left  behind . 
In  speaking  of  the  handsome  quays  they  call  the 
Boompies  (more  like  a park  than  any  ordinary  water 
front),  the  guide  book  says  that  visitors  may  enter  and 
inspect  the  vessels  without  objection,  providedthey  do  not 
get  in  the  way  of  the  work  in  hand.  We  did  not  enter 
and  inspect,  but  I can  well  believe  we  might  have  done 
so.  We  did  walk  innocently  into  the  garden  of  the 
most  aristocratic  club  in  Rotterdam,  mingled  freely 
with  the  smart  set,  and  were  only  made  aware  of  our 
position  when  we  ordered  curacao  and  bitters  from  a 
waiter  in  blue  broadcloth  and  a yellow  vest,  who  told  us 
that  he  might  not.  The  hotels  and  restaurants  make  no 
extra  charge  for  butter,  include  your  morning  coffee 
with  your  room  rent ; the  children  run  the  streets ; 
young  girls  walk  out  alone  ; you  will  not  see  a beggar, 
or  a man  or  a woman  with  ragged  or  dirty  clothes.  The 
town  is  Puritan. 

******* 

Rotterdam  is  so  airy,  open,  bright,  so  shady  and 
well  watered  that  its  citizens  may  well  afford  to  sing 
its  praises.  Canals  are  everywhere,  and  the  canals  are 
beautiful.  They  give  a park-like  look  to  all  the  streets, 
bordered  by  lawns,  garnished  by  shrubs  and  trees.  And 
the  citizens  from  out  their  kitchen  windows  to  shimmer 
in  the  sunlight  through  the  meshes  of  a kind  of  nightcap, 
also  fitting  snugly,  which  may  be  of  linen  or  of  lace,  in 
which  case  it  has  ruffles.  Each  girl  has  her  gold  helmet, 
even  those  who  go  to  service  up  in  Rotterdam  ; though 
or  their  parlour  windows  when  they  have  company  for 


dinner,  hook  up  fresh  fish  in  great  profusion,  which 
adds  a labour-saving  element  to  their  blith  freedom.  It 
is  true  that  in  rank  midsummer  the  canals  of  Rotter- 
dam smell  neither  of  the  lily  nor  the  rose  ; but  Paris 
does  not  always  smell  of  jessamine,  nor  Philadelphia, 
to  which  city  I compare  this  town  of  dignity  and 
leisure.  Should  a list  be  made  of  Continental  cities 
which  have  no  great  Bights,  no  monuments,  no  ruins,  no 
collections — in  a word,  no  treadmill  tourist  round — the 
town  of  Rotterdam  would  take  a place  of  honour  in  it, 
although  she  has  a maritime  museum,  a picture  gallery, 
and  a statue  of  Erasmus. 

******* 

The  wind  may  blaw,  the  red  leaf  fa’, 

The  wintry  flaw  may  chill  and  chide  us, 

We  cannot  mourn  for  Simmer  dead 
While  stout  October  lives  beside  us. 

What  care  wo  though  the  berry’s  red 
On  briars  where  late  the  rose  was  bloomin’, 

For  aye  the  spate  roars  doon  the  glen, 

And  up  the  siller  fish  come  soomin’. 


MEN"  WE  MEET. 


For  twenty-one  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  a working  member  of  an  angling  club.  He  was 
elected  as  a delegate  to  the  West  Central  Association, 
and  subsequently  in  the  same  capacity  to  the  United 
London  Anglers’  Association.  On  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Leo.  Bonvoisin  he  was  elected  vice-chairman  of  the  West 
Central  Association  (of  which  Mr.  Philip  Geen  was  chair- 
man). He  was  also  one  of  the  committee  of  the  two 
associations  which  met  to  devisea  scheme  of  benevolence 
in  connection  with  angling  clubs — hence  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society,  the  rules  of  which  he  assisted  in 
drafting.  On  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  associations 
he  became  and  is  still  the  vice-president  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association.  His  name  (if  not  his  features)  are 
known  to  all  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  He 
is  a good  speaker,  a clever  and  successful  angler, 
and  as  an  advocate  is  seldom  on  the  losing  side.  His 
time  and  purse  are  always  at  the  service  of  every  good 
cause,  and  though  twelve  years  have  elapsed  since  I 
first  made  his  acquaintance,  “ time  has  not  changed, 
nor  custom  staled  his  infinite  variety.”  True,  Time 
has  tinged  his  locks  with  grey,  but  his  heart  is 
unchanged,  his  step  elastic,  his  eye-sight  keen,  and  his 
wrist  lost  none  of  its  cunning.  May  he  long  remain  to 
fill  the  proud  position  he  now  holds ! 

******* 

The  Gresham  anglers,  to  the  number  of  a gallant 
quarter  of  a hundred,  defied  the  elements  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  were  in  turn  defied  by  the  fish,  Southend  was 
the  scene  of  action,  and  many  big  bags  were  taken  down 
but  brought  empty  away.  The  three  prizes  were  won 
with  the  smallest  weights  of  fish  ever  known  by  the 
oldest  member — 21b.  ILVoz.,  lib.  9oz..  and  lib.  8J-oz. 

• *••••• 

Do  fish  think?  I think  so;  or  why  did  the  dog  run 
away  when  the  man  raised  the  stick  to  strike  him?  He 
thought  he  was  about  to  get  a licking  ! Therefore  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  fish  think.  On  Tuesday  last  at 
Leigh  they  thought  there  was  a storm  brewing  (and 
there  was  !)  for  they  persistently  remained  in  the  mud — 
I mean  sand — to  keep  out  of  the  wet. 

******* 

Oct.  twenty-three  I went  to  Leigh, 

Where  many  a fish  I’d  hooked, 

Where  plaice  and  flounders — not  the  flee — 

I’d  caught,  and  then  had  cooked. 

The  east  wind  blew,  the  sea  ran  high, 

The  sky  grew  dark,  then  darker  ; 

What  mattered  when  such  “braves  ” were  nigh 
As  Tibbatts,  Zerfass,  Parker? 

I took  my  strongest  rod  and  line, 

A can  of  choicest  bait, 

And  thinking  soon  off  fish  I’d  dine, 

I sat  me  down— to  wait. 

Ere  long  I saw  I’d  hooked  a fish, 

It  filled  my  soul  with  bliss  ; 

In  fancy’s  eye  ’twas  on  the  dish, 

Nice,  brown,  and  big  as — this  : 


I gently,  deftly,  plied  my  rod 
With  patience,  strength,  and  skill, 
And  with  the  angry  waves  did  plod — 
Of  “ sport”  I had  my  fill. 

I thought  of  prizes,  honours,  fame  ! 

The  cheers  of  all  the  clubs  ! 

In  angling  papers  saw  my  name 

“ Prize  Dab  Gold  Medal — Stubbs  ! ” 

At  last  the  fight  was  nearly  o’er, 

My  utmost  strength  he  tries  ; 

I pulled  it  closer — one  try  more — 
He’s  landed  ! just  this  size  : 


* ****** 

Overheard  at  Leigh  (Southend):  “Three  whiskies 
and  one  small  lemonade,  please.”  Waitress  : “ Only 
one  small  lemonade — will  that  be  sufficient?”  “Yes, 
thanks;  quite  sufficient  for  three  fishermen.” 


Oh  those  printers  ! “ Waltonian  ” occasionally  sends 

notes  to  the  Southivark  Recorder.  On  Oct.  20  the  follow- 
ing appeared  : “ Several  gross  errors  were  made  in  my 
last  batch  of  jottings,  re  Rodney  Piscatorials’  meeting. 
Fancy  calling  Host  Crisp  ‘ uniquitous,”  and  Mr  Sachs 
‘Mr.  Sacho  ! ’ After  Mr.  Howard’s  name,  “F.  G.,” 
(meaning  Fishing  Gazette ) should  have  been  printed.  If 
you  don’t  believe  me,  Mr.  Editor,  then  look  at  my 
copy.” 

* * ***** 

This  is  the  smart  editorial  observation,  “ We  have 
looked  at  ‘ Waltonian’s  ’ copy,  and  oven  now  can’t 
decide,  in  company  with  a host  of  compositors,  whether 
Sacho  or  Sachs  is  meant.  The  letters  ‘ F.  G.’  appear 
in  all  their  native  simplicity — whether  they  stand  for 
Fishing  Gazette  or  Funny  Gentleman.  Compositors  are 
not  ubiquitous,  although  sometimes  they  may  be 
iniquitous. — Ed.  S.R.” 

******* 

What  you  said  in  an  editorial  paragraph  (says  Mr. 
N.  D.  Elting  in  Forest  and  Stream)  about  bragging 
gunners,  that  when  we  hear  one  boasting  over  a “ tre- 
mendously long  shot”  and  “taking  to  himself  the 
credit  as  a mighty  sportsman  ” we  may  regard  him  as 
a “ novice,  or,  if  experienced,  as  one  not  entitled  to  too 
much  credit,”  strikes  the  truth.  I like  to  go  out  with 
these  fellows  who  “never  miss,”  and  find  that  they  are 
mediocre  or  below  par.  They  cunningly  “ blow  their 
own  trumpet,”  and  credulous  persons  are  led  to  regard 
them  as  great  as  Commodus,  who  was  reputed  to  have 
severed  with  his  arrows  the  thongs  on  his  rival  marks- 
man bound  for  execution.  I remember  a coloured  wing 
shot,  of  Poughkeepsie,  of  whom  it  was  said  he  offered 
to  bet  that  he  could  be  drinking  at  a spring  and  shoot 
two  grouse  that  might  be  flushed  while  he  was  quench- 
ing his  thirst.  He  would  rise,  grasp  his  gun,  fire  right 
and  left,  and  the  drumming  of  two  more  birds  would  for 
ever  cease.  So  he  got  a reputation.  But  he  knew  he 
was  safe  in  his  offer,  as  such  a test  of  his  skill  would 
never  be  made  under  the  circumstances  mentioned. 

******* 

I was  quite  amused  the  other  day  when  a Nimrod 
from  a neighbouring  county,  whose  skill  is  unequalled 
(according  to  his  own  “ brag  ”),  told  me  of  his  wonderful 
work.  “ Two  hawks,”  said  he,  “ had  each  caught  a 
chicken,  which  they  were  eating  in  a patch  of  high 
grass.  I knew  I’d  get  one,  but  as  they  rose  I dropped 
them  both.  I picked  them  up,  and  also  the  chickens, 
and  cooked  and  ate  them  all.  Hawks  are  fine  eating.” 
“ As  I am  a regular  reporter  for  a newspaper,”  I said, 
“ I’ll  publish  that  for  it’s  a good  one.”  He  most  excitedly 
protested.  “ But  I won’t  say  anything  about  your 
eating  the  hawks,”  said  I.  “ Well,  don’t  publish  any- 
thing,” said  he,  almost  in  alarm.  After  a while  he  said 
that  the  reason  why  he  did  not  want  it  mentioned  was 
because  the  man  with  whom  he  was  staying  did  not 
want  anything  said  about  it  even  if  I did  not  mention 
the  eating  of  the  hawks.  The  plausible  inference  is  that 
the  story  was  a fabrication,  and  ho  saw  that  publication 
of  it  would  expose  him  as  a great  blower  of  skill  he  doe 
not  possess. 

******* 

Jenkins  used  often  to  tell  the  most  atrocious  false- 
hoods about  the  weight  of  the  fish  he  caught.  He  has 
been  cured  of  that  rare  habit,  and  I’ll  tell  you  how.  He 
was  fishing  one  day  at  Kingston  and  caught  a fine  pike. 
This  he  put  in  his  basket,  and  lo  ! every  fellow  he  met 
was  forthwith  called  upon  to  admire  it.  Jenkins  had  had 
it  weighed,  and  of  course,  with  his  usual  exaggeration,  he 
clapped  on  three  pounds.  Jenkins  got  into  the  train 
for  his  journey  home,  fell  asleep,  and  woke  up  just  in 
time  to  see  a fellow  passenger  sneaking  out  of  the 
carriage  with  his  fish.  Now,  Jenkins,  prevaricator 
though  he  was,  was  not  deficient  in  pluck,  and  sprang 
after  the  thief,  who  in  due  course  was  hailed  before  a 
magistrate.  The  defence  was  a bold  one.  “ His  fish ! ” 
said  the  thief,  “ why  it’s  mine  ; I caught  it  myself. 
As  for  him,  I don’t  believe  he  could  catch  a fish  this 
size.”  "Oh,”  said  Jenkins,  “I’ll  soon  settle  that, 
I’ve  got  plenty  of  witnesses,”  and  Jones,  Brown,  and 
Robinson  forthwith  went  into  the  box.  to  swear  how 
Jenkins  had  showed  them  the  fish  he  caught,  and  all 
the  witnesses  agreed  that  it  was  a beauty — weighing 
exactly  191b.  “ Well,  that  settles  it,”  said  the  fish 
stealer.  “ I’m  reckoned  a good  angler  myself,  but  I’ve 
never  captured  one  that  size.  Some  other  fellow’s  got 
his  fish.  This  one  does  not  weigh  so  much— -try  it ! ” 
Scales  were  brought  into  court  and  the  fish  was  found 
to  be  quite  31b.  less  than  the  one  Jenkins  and  his  wit- 
nesses described.  “ It  is  evident  this  is  another  fish, 
Mr.  Jenkins,”  said  the  magistrate,  who  I firmly  believe 
half  suspected  the  truth.  “ I must  discharge  the 
prisoner ; but  as  I am  a fisherman  myself,  I hope  you 
will  capture  the  rascal  who  robbed  you  of  such  a fine 
pike.”  Jenkins  is  more  accurate  in  describing  the 
weight  of  his  fish  now. 

###*### 

The  New  York  Herald  of  Oct.  1 printed  what  pur- 
ports to  be  extracts  from  the  will  of  Moses  H.  Katzen- 
berger,  a wealthy  resident  of  Memphis,  lately  deceased. 
One  of  these  extracts  is  as  follows  : “ Should  there  be 
a boy  born  to  either  of  my  sisters-in-law,  Cora  and 
Lizzie,  and  I hope  there  will  be,  then  such  male  issue  is 
to  take,  share  and  share  alike,  all  my  fishing  rods  and 
tackle,  except  a line  and  a few  hooks  to  be  buried  with 
me,  in  order  that  if  there  is  any  fishing  in  the  other 
world  I will  be  provided  with  tackle  to  enjoy  the  sport, 
which  has  afforded  me  such  delight  in  the  present  mode 
of  existence.”  I fervently  thank  my  lucky  stars  that 
Cora  and  Lizzie  were  not  the  sisters-in-law  of 

Dragnet. 
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Hepotts  from  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting'  List  (Eastern 
District,  No  2).  Tbe  roturn  visit  paid  to  tho  City  of 
London  and  Rising  Son  A.  S.,  on  the  22nd  inst.,  was  a 
dooidsd  BO00P88;  twelve  clubs,  represented  by  a host  of 
good  singers,  and  a pleasant  evening  was  spent.  The 
next  visit  on  this  list  will  tako  placo  to  the  Convivial 
A.  .S.  date  not  \ot  o bind. — F.  ThORLINCI. 

Allason  United  B. -others  Angling  Society. — 
The  members  met.  on  the  21th,  and  general  business 
was  transacted.  R suit  of  match  on  21st  inst.  : A. 
Carey,  1st  (dace  a d poroh)  ; Mr.  Raggett,  2nd  (dace 
and  roach)  ; B Abrahams,  3rd  (dace,  &c.).  Our  return 
visit  will  shortly  take  place,  and  I hope  anglers  will  not 
forget  the  Allason  on  the  occasion.  Date  of  visit  next 
week.  Many  of  our  members  are  fishing  in  tho  A.  B. 
competi  ion  at  Windsor  to-morrow. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-plane, Lined  ’s-inn  Fields.  — On  Oct.  21,  the 
following  weighod-in : Messrs,  Cutbush,  Drew,  and 
Masters.  It  is  arranged  that  we  fish  for  five  prizes  on 
Nov.  4 (pegged -down),  at  Weybridge.  Usual  conditions. 
— G.  Makriott 

Amicable  *'altonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 

Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — In  conse- 
quence of  the  brightness  of  the  water  and  other  causes, 
our  trays  were  not  overloaded  on  the  21st  inst.,  but 
some  decent  takes  were  shown  by  Mr.  Lambarth  (roach), 
Mr.  Winding  (jack).  Mr  Hutchings  (dace),  Mr.  Coney- 
boare  (roach).  Will  brother  anglers  bear  in  mind  that 
the  visit  to  the  above  takes  place  on  Monday,  Oct.  29, 
when  we  shall  be  prep  tred  to  welcome  all  anglers  with 
a host  of  talent,  some  of  the  elite  of  the  angling  world 
having  signified  their  intention  to  be  present.  I should 
like  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  some  representatives 
from  tbe  clubs  who  were  absent  on  our  last  visit. — 
G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— At  our  last 
meeting  the  busine-«  left  over  from  the  previous  week 
having  been  saisf -ctorily  disposed  of,  the  balance- 
sheet  was  ad-  pt.ed  Mr.  Jones  weiglied-in  roach 
and  chub  from  the  Medway,  winning  Mr.  Elston’s 
prize.  There  are  still  two  remaining  to  be  fished  for. 
The  special  committee  met  after  the  business  of  the 
club  when  it  was  decided  that  Mr.  Jones’s  testimonial 
should  take  place  on  the  same  night  as  our  South 
London  Visit  (Nov.  21),  when  I hope  to  see  those  clubs 
ontbe  list  rally  round  us,  and  also  our  brothers  from 
over  the  water  [ shall  be  glad  if  all  members  will 
support  me  in  this  object  and  send  their  subscriptions 
to  me  as  earlv  as  p is-ible  to  ensure  success  to  Mr.  Jones 
and  our  worthy  hostess  — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Battersei  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  open  roving 
match  on  Oct.  21  fir  four  prizes  resulted  as  follows: 
Mr.  G.  Davis,  1-t;  Mr.  Hersant,  2nd;  Mr.  Cox,  3rd; 
Mr.  Thomas,  4th  The  next  match  takes  place  at 
Pangbourne  on  Nov.  4.  All  to  go  by  train  leaving 
Clapham  Junction  at  8 45,  and  change  at  Reading,  and 
return  by  Lain  Raving  Pangbourne  at  5.15,  and  change 
at  Reading  for  7.45  to  Clapham  Junction.  The  limit  to 
bn  from  the  Swan  to  the  old  oak  tree,  one  side  only. — A. 
Dodd. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  B ruiond-ey-str-  et. — On  the  18th  inst.  Mr.  W. 
Streeton  weighed -in  1 31:1b.  of  good  roach  (nearly  all 
pound  fish)  ; we  had  poor  show  on  the  21st,  for  although 
a good  many  members  were  out  there  was  scarcely  161b. 
of  fish  on  the  trays.  On  Monday  two  four-horse  brakes 
left  the  club-house  at  nine  o’clock,  containing  about 
seventy  members  of  this  and  two  or  three  other  societies 
in  the  neivbhourtiood,  to  support  the  Hoxton  Brothers 
on  tee  occasion  of  tbeir  annual  smoking  concert  in  aid 
of  the  Angl-rs’  Benevolent  Society,  the  brakes  being 
most  liberally  provided  free  of  charge  by  our  worthy 
hoit,  Mr  Shepherd  I was  unable  to  be  present  myself 
through  illness,  but  I hear  they  met  with  a most  cordial 
reception  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  evening’s  enter- 
tainment. On  Tu  sday,  the  30th,  a smoking  concert  for 
thebenefitof  Mr.  E Burton  will  be  held  at  the  club-house 
as  above.  Ladi<  s cordially  invited.  I trust  brother 
anglers  will  supp-  rt  Mr.  Burton  on  this  occasion,  for  he 
certainly  deserves  their  support. — Ale.  Conn. 

Blackfri-  rs  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark.  1 wiaii  io  remind  members  we  start  from 
Waterloo  by  8 20  tram  on  Oct.  28  for  Windsor.  Will 
the  auditors  kindly  attend  next  Wednesday  evening  ? — 
J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — On  Oct.  21 
Mr.  Windsor  was  successful  with  a nice  show  of  roach 
from  the  Thames.  Our  quarterly  peg-down  will  take 
place  at  Ware  on  Nov  4 from  the  Engin  House  towards 
Lock,  all  members  to  start  on  tho  morning.  On 
Wednesday  last  the  books  wore  audited  by  Messrs. 
Calicut  and  Warr  n,  and  found  to  be  correct. — A. 
WlLSHAW. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — -The  open  competi- 
tion for  prizes  not  won  at  Amberley  was  held  on  the  17th 
inst.  Mr.  Eaglestone  taking  first  prize,  Mr.  Ward 
second,  Mr.  Bush  third,  Mr.  Revett  fourth,  Mr. 
Burningham  fifth,  .VIr  A.  E.  Hoaro  sixth,  and  Mr.  Crick 
seventh.  On  the  21st  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach  ; Mr.  Rundell, 
roach  and  dace,  several  good  fish.  We  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  all  memb.  rs  on  Wednesday  next,  business  of  great 
importance. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in : A Thompson,  roach  and 

bream;  J.  Watkins,  roach  and  dace;  others  had  fish, 


but  wore  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Wo  fish  for  prizes  on  tho 
28th  inst.  at  Horoham  (roving),  all  go  by  0.45  from 
Stratforil  main  on  Saturday  ovening  ; a conveyance  will 
meet  train  at  Chelmsford  to  convey  members  to  Bore- 
ham.  Another  prize  has  been  given  for  heaviest  weight 
of  jack  only,  to  be  fished  for  on  tho  same  day. — -J. 
Wai  kins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange, 
Hartland-road,  N.W. — We  fished  at  Cookham  on  the 
21st.  inRt.  for  six  prizes,  but  owing  to  tho  brightness  of 
tho  water  only  four  were  taken.  Mr.  Fitter,  first  ; Mr. 
E.  White,  second  : Mr.  Marshall,  third;  Mr.  Staines,  a 
new  member,  fourth.  Wo  have  arranged  to  fish  for  our 
Christmas  prizes  at  Bourne  End,  on  Deo.  2. — E.  T. 
White. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 

Society. — The  return  visit  to  us  took  place  last 
Monday,  Mr.  Thorling  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
Masters ; pianist,  Mr.  A.  Burwash.  The  following 
societies  were  represented  in  strong  force  ; Amicable 
Waltonians,  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  Convivial, 
Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Islington  Brothers, 
North  London,  St.  Johns,  Alma,  Patriotic,  Royal  Oak, 
Burdott.  An  eloquent  address  re  the  Anglers  Benevo- 
lent Society,  from  our  worthy  chairman,  brought  a 
pleasant  evening  to  a close.— J.  E.  C. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  31,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
Our  concert  on  the  17th  inst.  was  a fair  success,  it 
being  the  coming  of  age  of  our  worthy  host’s  son,  Mr. 
A.  Pratt.  We  were  favoured  with  the  company  of 
several  members  of  other  clubs.  The  next  concert  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  31,  when  the  chair  will 
be  taken  by  Mr.  Pickling.  I hope  members  will  attend 
early,  so  as  to  get  the  business  over  quickly.  A general 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  half-yearly  supper,  &c.  — W.  H. 
Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.- — On  Oct.  21  a few  members 
were  out,  but  sport  was  very  indifferent.  Messrs. 
Poore,  Robinson,  and  Malby  were  the  only  gentlemen 
who  weighed-in,  they  having  a nice  show  of  roach,  dace, 
and  bream.  Members  who  intend  to  compete  for  the 
Christmas  prizes  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next.  Com- 
mittee please  note  that  Tuesday  will  be  monthly  night. 
— S.  Malby. 

Dulwich.  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose- 
green,  S.E. — Members  having  entered  the  Oct.  7 
competition  can  fish  for  the  second  and  third  prize  on 
Oct.  28,  gowhere  they  like  ; public  water.  We  hold  our 
first  smoking  concert  on  Nov.  16,  when  our  late  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Stagg,  will  be  presented  with  a testimonial.  All 
angling  friends  will  be  heartily  welcomed.  Tickets  can 
be  had  of  the  secretary.  We  made  three  new  members 
at  our  last  meeting. — Ed.  Morliere. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — An  outing  will  take  place  on  Oct.  28  at 
Walton  Deeps  ; all  to  go  by  8.55  train  from  Clapham 
Junction. — Bruce  and  Frampton. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society, 
the  Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton. — At  Seward- 
stone,  on  Oct.  21,  in  Coventry’s  water,  Mr.  White,  of  the 
above  club,  took  two  barbel  weighing  81b.  lOoz.  (both  in 
splendid  condition),  largest  fish  weighing  61b.  We  had 
also  a splendid  show  of  perch  taken  by  Mr.  Milledge  and 
Mr  Coppen,  of  Hoxton. — G.  B.  Coppen. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Enter- 
prise Club,  Manchree  House,  South  Tottenham. — -There 
was  a good  muster  at  our  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of 
the  A.  B.  S.  Mr.  Tuck  occupied  the  chair.  Amongst 
those  present  were  Messrs.  Gowen,  Spurston,  Frere, 
Steiger,  &c.  Altogether  a most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent. — J.  Kipp. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square.  — Members  please  note  that 
Oct.  28  will  be  the  Windsor  competition.  Special  train 
from  Paddingdon  at  8.50.  I hope  all  will  make  it  con- 
venient to  attend.  On  Oct.  21  Mr.  T.  Aldridge  weighed- 
in  roach  and  dace.  On  Oct.  23  Mr.  Norris  weighed-in 
jack  111b.  lOoz.  Messrs.  Aldridge  and  Gilles  are 
appointed  auditors. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — On  Oct.  20  Mr.  C.  Donne 
had  a nice  tray  of  roach  and  one  jack.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  in  force  next  Wednesday  to  arrange 
details  of  Christmas  prizes  and  other  matters  of 
importance. — Soribe. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road. — On  Oct.  21  a few  fish  were  weighed-in  by  Messrs. 
Hoggett  and  Caborn,  the  last  named  having  two  nice 
chub  and  a few  roach  and  dace.  We  have  a prize  for 
jack  this  month.  A match  will  be  fished  at  Bourne 
End  on  Nov.  4 for  a silver  cup  and  three  other  prizes. 
All  start  on  the  morning.  A brake  will  leave  the  club- 
house for  Paddington  if  I can  get  enough  members. 
Will  intending  competitors  please  notify  me  on  Monday 
next.  A concert  will  be  held  on  Nov.  5 to  benefit  our 
old  member  Mr.  C.  Ellis,  who  has  had  a series  of  family 
misfortunes  extending  over  two  years,  and  is  now  in  very 
reduced  circumstances. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — On  the  21st  inst.  Messrs.  Ellins, 
Bailey,  and  Verity  had  some  nioe  shows  of  roach  and 
dace,  close  upon  201b.  We  have  a gross  weight  prize  for 
November.  It  runs  over  for  Nov.  4,  11,  18,  and  25. 
Further  information  on  application  to — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  — Mr.  Maybury  brought  in 
roach,  and  Mr.  D.  Flint  jack,  on  the  21st.  inst.  The 
members  have  decided  to  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  at 
St.  Margaret’s  on  Nov.  4;  all  start  by  tho  nine  o’olook 
train,  Livorpool-street  Station.  I hope  all  members 


and  friends  will  not  forget  next  Monday  evening,  onr 
benefit  concert  on  behalf  of  Mr.  G.  Iluggett. — R. 
Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — The  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  Oct.  21 : Messrs.  J.  Grande, 
roach  and  dace  ; W.  Burling,  roach  ; and  F.  Humphreys, 
jack.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  the  match  takes 
place  at  Langford  Hall  on  Nov.  4 G.  F,  Weaver. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  8ociety. — The  first 
pike  and  perch  match  of  the  season  was  held  at  Potter 
Heigbam,  on  Thursday  the  18th  instant.  Fish  were 
very  small,  only  three  reaching  the  measurement  of  the 
society.  Mr.  W.  Johnson  and  Rev.  W.  J.  Pratt  were 
the  prize  winners.  We  hope  to  give  a better  account  of 
ourselves  in  the  next  match,  which,  in  all  probability, 
will  be  fixed  for  Barton  Broad.  The  duties  of  umpire 
wore  ably  carried  out  by  the  secretary  of  the  society — 
Wm.  Kirby. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Some  of  the  members 

and  a few  friends,  mustering  altogether  twenty-five,  had 
an  outing  at  Southend  last  Tuesday  to  fish  for  plaice, 
flounders,  &e.  A strong  easterly  wind  was  blowing, 
and  in  consequence  there  were  not  many  fish  caught, 
but  the  members  had  a thoroughly  enjoyable  day. 
There  were  three  prizes — first,  a prize  bag  given  by  Mr. 
Clements  ; second,  a sea-fisbing  rod  built  by  Foster,  of 
Ashbourne  ; and  third,  two  books.  The  following  was 
the  result : Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  first  with  three 
best  fish,  21b.  11  (oz.  ; Mr.W.R.  Dippie,  second,  next  best 
three,  llb.9oz.;  Mr,  T.  Gilbert,  third,  next  three  best,  lib. 
8joz.  The  other  weights  were  : Dr.  Brunton,  lib.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Tayler,  lib.  8oz. ; and  Mr.  Howard,  lib.  2oz. 
Mr.  Jenkin  Joel  was  in  the  chair  at  the  meeting  after- 
wards, and  presented  the  prizes.  Mr.  Howard’s  bag 
when  turned  out  before  the  chairman  had  a curious 
collection — plaice,  flounders,  dabs,  crabs  in  scores,  bull- 
routs,  a freBh  herring,  sprats,  a red  herring,  shrimps, 
worms,  &c.,  &c.,  and  there  was  great  fun  when  the 
crabs  scuttled  over  the  table  cover  on  to  tbe  carpet,  and 
all  over  the  room.  The  following  fishing  reports  were 
made : Mr.  Norman,  at  Deal,  seven  codling,  four 

whiting,  and  some  pout,  second  day,  eleven  codling ; 
Mr.  Raisen,  thirty  whiting,  six  codling,  eight  dabs ; 
Dr.  Ladell,  five  cod,  a number  of  pout,  and  a 21b. 
pollack  : Mr.  J.  B.  Jones,  on  the  13th,  two  and  a half 
score  whiting  ; Mr.  Gibson,  one  and  a half  score,  and 
the  boatman  one  score.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  J.  B.  Jones  a 
101b.  cod,  seven  smaller,  two  pout,  and  two  whiting, 
and  on  the  following  day  two  score  whiting  ; Mr. 
Godwin,  two  score  whiting  ; and  Mr.  Gibson,  two  and  a 
half  score ; Mr.  Connellan  and  Mr.  Raisen,  six  codling 
and  forty-three  whiting  and  pout  each. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society. 
— On  the  25th  inst.  we  had  a very  fair  attendance  of 
members.  Mr.  Short  had  a very  nice  jack,  71b.  74oz. 
On  Tuesday,  the  21st,  Mr.  Colonel  had  some  nice  chub 
and  perch.  I should  like  to  see  some  of  the  absent 
members  on  Thursday  next.  Mr.  Earp,  one  of  our 
honorary  members,  has  been  out  on  Oulton  Broad  with 
Jas.  Carver — 371b.  roach  and  dace,  four  jack,  41b.  8oz., 
51b.  8oz  , 51b.  9oz.,  51b.  9oz.— S.  Malby. 

Happy  Friends  Angling  Society.— The  members 
of  the  above  society  held  their  first  salt-water  match  of 
the  season  during  the  week  near  the  harbour’s  mouth. 
The  weather  was  cold  and  very  unpleasant,  and  fish 
were  very  scarce.  There  were  five  prizes  for  competi- 
tion, bat  only  two  were  taken,  the  winners  being : First, 
Mr.  A.  Sharman ; second,  Mr.  N.  Nickolda.  A perch 
weighing  6oz.  was  taken  during  the  match. — S.  G. 
Westgate. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— We  were 

saved  from  a blank  on  Oct.  21  by  Mr.  A.  Fish  catching 
a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  from  Dagenham  Lake. 
Mr.  Bagshaw,  sen.,  also  caught  some  nice  jack.  A 
smoking  concert  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse,  in  aid 
of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  .Society,  on  Nov.  26,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a large  attendance. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe.  Upper 
Tollington-road,  isiedon-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  have 
been  more  fortunate  with  regard  to  sport  of  late,  several 
of  onr  members  being  out  with  fair  success.  Mr.  J. 
Barton,  jack ; Mr.  R.  Fox,  jack  ; Mr.  G.  West,  some 
nice  dace  from  the  Thames ; Mr.  G.  Cornish,  barbel 
(largest  over  51b.),  and  also  some  chub  ; Mr.  G.  H. 
Rutherford,  roach  and  dace  (largest  9jOz.).  Members  will 
please  note  that  in  consequence  of  ttie  severe  illness  of 
our  host’s  eldest  son  (Harry)  the  conoert  and  supper  is 
postponed  sine  die.  I am  glad,  however,  to  say  he  is  a 
little  better. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Clachan, 
Sherborne-lane,  King  William-street,  E.C.  — Since  my 
last  report,  Mr.  F.  Seyfaug  has  reported  a catch  of  jack, 
roach,  and  dacejon  21st  inst. — F.  Seyeang. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — (Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Oct.  21  ; only  Mr.  Croker  had  fish.  On 
Tuesday  last  very  few  members  were  present.  I wish 
members  would  show  up  in  stronger  force  so  that  we 
may  do  business  in  a proper  manner.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
will  compete  tor  four  special  prizes  on  Nov.  4 at  Shiplake, 
also  for  two  ditto  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred).  Mr.  A.  Furlong  weighod-in 
roach  on  Get.  21  ; Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley,  roach  anddaoo, 
on  tho  22nd. — II.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobollo  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — We  have  arranged  to  fish  for  tho  prizos 
loft  over  from  tho  last  matoh  at  Cookham  on  Nov.  4 ; 
first  train  from  Wostbourno  Park,  or  any  subsequent 
train,  but  members  must  report  thomsolvos  boforo  fish- 
ing ; one  rod  only  ; jack  barred ; no  member  is  eligible 
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to  take  a prize  unless  he  takes  Jib.  of  fish  ; cease  fishing 
at  5. 30  ; return  together,  or  he  disqualified.— A.  Ide. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Now  Cross  Inn.  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Some  capital  fish  were  weighed-in  at 
the  clubhouse  on  the  20th  inst.  by  Mr.  A.  Dandridge, 
total  weight  28 Jib. , including  thirteen  roach,  weighing 
1611b.,  one  pike,  51b.  2oz.,  and  one  tench,  31b.  Our  next 
competition  will  take  place  on  the  28th  inst.— W.  W.  C. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  21  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  : Mr.  Muscatell,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr. 
Packer,  roach  and  perch ; and  Mr.  Bowdrey,  roach. 
Members  who  have  not  yet  taken  tickets  for  the  compe- 
tition at  Windsor  on  Oct.  28  may  obtain  them  at  the 
olub  on  Saturday  night.  A special  leaves  Paddington  on 
the  morning  at  8 50. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — The  past  week 
has  been  a very  quiet  one  hereabouts,  for  a good  many 
anglers  have  put  aside  their  rods  for  about  five  months. 
We  have  had  cold  easterly  winds,  and  the  weather  has 
now  broken  down  completely,  several  wet  and  miserable 
dayshaving  occurred.  In  connection  with  the  grayling 
for  our  Knowsley  water,  Mr.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  writes  : 
“I  shall  be  very  pleased  indeed  to  meet  the  fish  at 
Leeds.  They  will  certainly  require  some  fresh  water, 
but  I think  at  this  time  of  year  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  put  in  any  ice,  grayling  are  such  exceedingly  tender 
fish  that  every  care  will  have  to  be  taken  to  ensure  their 
safe  delivery.”  Kindly  accept  our  very  heartiest 
thanks,  Mr.  W.  The  last  few  nights  have  been  quite 
frosty,  and  both  pike  and  grayling  should  feed  well. — 
R.  WOOLFALL. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 

Our  meeting  on  Monday  last  was  badly  attended,  but 
little  business  done.  Will  members  kindly  attend  our 
next  meeting  on  Monday,  Oct.  29.— James  Reynolds. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — -We  had  a 
good  attendance  on  Tuesday  ; several  had  been  out,  but 
returned  with  blanks.  I hope  the  members  will  put  in 
an  appearance  on  Tuesday  next,  as  we  want  to  make 
arrangements  for  Christmas  prizes. — Jno.  Comber. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Thursday,  Oct.  25,  the  conditions 
of  the  competition  on  Nov.  21  for  Mr.  Grimmet’s 
Thames  Cup  were  arranged  as  follows  : All  to  fish  from 
punts  in  the  Thames  ; no  one  to  start  fishing  before 
9 a.m.  ; jack  barred.  Mr.  Matthews  weighed  roach  and 
dace  from  the  club  water. — A.  E.  B. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society. — On 
Oct.  21  the  following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  C.  Lamb, 
jun.,  roach;  G.  Taylor,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon;  W. 
N.  Joyce,  roach  and  dace.  Our  members  have  an  outing 
to  Langford  on  Oct.  28  next ; first  train  as  usual. — A.  L. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — Since  my  last  report  no  fish  worthy 
of  note  have  been  weighed-in.  On  the  17th  inst.  the 
half-yearly  balance  sheet  was  read  and  passed,  and 
proved  eminently  satisfactory.  We  fish  a match  on  Oct. 
28,  at  Windsor,  for  four  prizes ; same  conditions  as  A.B. 
Competition,  with  the  exception  that  all  members  are  to 
show  their  fish  (if  any)  before  leaving  Windsor. — Greg. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  New  North-road,  N. — The  next 
return  visit  on  the  No.  1 Eastern  District  will  take 
place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  Nov.  5,  when  we 
expect  a good  attendance,  this  being  the  first  visit  since 
our  present  landlord  took  the  establishment.  Any  club 
not  having  received  the  usual  notice  will  kindly  accept 
this.  On  Tuesday  last  we  made  another  new  member, 
and  have  room  for  a few  more. — J.  Cuthbert. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — The 
result  of  our  visit  to  Pnlborough  on  the  14th  inst.  was 
rather  disappointing,  only  Mr.  Steedman  weighing-in 
fish,  and  taking  the  first  prize  ; but  the  members  made 
up  for  it  on  the  21st,  Messrs.  Royal,  Holt,  Gibbs, 
Etherington,  and  Holding  taking  some  splendid  jack, 
roach,  and  bream.  I hope  members  will  turn  up  next 
week  to  arrange  another  series. — G.  Etherington. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street.  Oxford-street.  E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  21st  inst.,  but  met  with  very  poor  success. 
Mr.  W.  Creasey  weighed-in  roach  and  bream,  saving  us 
from  a blank. — W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Paneras- 
road.N.W. — On  Oct.  21  Messrs.  Boufller  and  Thridgould 
weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  from  the  Thames  ; 
Ernest  Keillar,  roach  from  the  Lea.  Our  host  has  kindly 
invited  us  to  a leg  of  mutton  supper  to  take  place  on 
Nov.  13  ; limited  to  fifty  at  one  shilling  per  head  ; grand 
concert  to  follow.  All  to  go  down  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  for  the  Bourne  End  match. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society. — On  Oct.  28 
we  fish  a match  (punt  or  bank),  for  several  prizes.  Our 
next  convival  supper  will  take  place  on  Nov.  7.  A host 
of  talent  have  promised  to  attend.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  Hattersley,  and  the  vice  by  Mr.  Crisp.  A 
special  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Shep- 
herd for  his  liberality  on  the  occasion  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers’  Concert. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — I have  to  record 
the  first  blank  of  the  season  on  Oct.  21,  mainly  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  water.  We  fish  for  a series  of  prizes  at 
Bourne  End  on  Nov.  11,  all  particulars  to  be  had  at  the 
clubhouse.  After  a capital  report  from  our  delegates 
it  was  resolved  to  grant  5s.  to  the  memorial  window  of 
Izaak  Walton. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Ia,  Chapel-street,  W.— 
Mr.  Brett  being  the  only  one  weighing-in  fish  from 
Esher  takes  the  second  prize.  There  are  two  more 
prizes  yet  to  be  taken  for  fish  from  Esher.  Same  condi- 
tions and  boundary  as  Sept.  16  match. — C.  H.  S. 


Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
street,  Marylebone. — Some  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Oct.  21.  G.  Riekwood,  fishing  at  Twickenham,  took  a 
nice  rudd  of  15oz.,  and  W.  Glover  took  a few  nice  dace. 
R.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  21st  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  : Messrs. 
Webber,  Hughes,  sen.,  Vaughan,  Richards,  and  Gibbons. 
On  the  24th  we  had  a fair  attendance  of  members,  and 
got  through  what  business  there  was  to  be  done.  Mr. 
Jardine  has  very  kindly  consented  to  read  one  of  his 
very  instructive  papers  at  the  above.  Due  notice  will 
appear  in  the  Fishing.  Gazette. — G.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coburn-road,  Bow.— 
Our  members  were  out  on  the  14th,  and  Mr.  T.  Alsford 
saved  the  club  from  a blank,  taken  a jack  41b.  9oz. 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  21st,  but  had 
not  much  sport.  On  Oct.  28.  we  have  half  a dozen  good 
prizes  to  be  fished  for.  Roving  match  from  Burnt  Mill 
to  Harlow ; all  members  are  requested  to  weigh  their 
fish  in  at  the  White  Horse,  HarloW,  not  later  than 
6 o’clock  ; train  leaves  Coburn-road  7.30. — Pignatelli. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s. — On  Oct.  21, 
we  had  but  a poor  show  of  fish,  three  only  weighing-in  ; 
Mr.  G.  Young,  jack  ; Mr.  A.  Chinnery,  jack  ; and  Mr.  G. 
Johns,  dace. — G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — -On  the  21st  Mr.  Anstey  had 
bream,  and  Mr.  G.  Ballinger  a fine  roach  of  lib.  13oz. 
and  a jack  of  31b.  2oz.  from  the  Central  water  at 
Amberley.  The  roach  is  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  J. 
Cooper  and  Sons  to  go  with  the  others  that  Mr.  Bal- 
linger is  having  set  up  in  a case  of  specimen  roach. — 
J.  Wright. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  72,  Grafton-street. — Mr.  North  saved  us  from  a 
blank  on  the  21st  inst.  with  roach.  The  next  outing 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  11  at  Bourne  End.  Members 
will  oblige  by  attending  next  Wednesday  on  important 
business. — C.  B.  Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Strand. — On  Oct.  21  Mr.  Massey  had  three 
nice  jack,  the  largest  over  61b.  Mr.  Smales,  roach  ; Mr. 
Fletcher,  roach.  Several  other  members  were  out,  but 
did  not  weigh-in — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.  — Mr.  Pope 
weighed-in  roach,  1 Jib. , on  Thursday  last,  securing  half- 
guinea prize  outstanding  from  week-day  outing.  Com- 
petition at  Yalding  on  Oct.  21  for  four  prizes  was  not 
very  successful.  We  had  a nice  day,  but  poor  sport. 
Trusting  members  will  attend  on  Friday  and  take  up 
A.  B.  tickets  for  Windsor. —A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road.  — On  Oct.  21  Mr. 
Sargeant  took  the  first  prize,  and  the  second  will  be 
fished  off  on  Oct.  28  at  Walton,  in  punts;  conditions  as 
before.  We  fish  for  one  prize  on  Wednesday  next  at 
Weybridge.  On  Oct.  21  Mr.  Dartnall  had  41b.  13oz. 
roach  and  bream  ; and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Delhaye  had 
61b.  13oz.  chub  and  roach. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Rodney 
Piscatorials,  held  at  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  6, 
when  I hope  to  see  as  good  a muster  as  at  the  two 
previous  visits,  for  the  Rodneys  are  always  represented 
at  every  visit  on  the  list.— Alfd.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Oct.  21:  Messrs.  Jolly,  jack;  Morgan,  roach;  W. 
Smith,  bream  ; and  Chamberlain,  roach  and  dace.  We 
made  another  new  member  last  week, — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Glenthorne- 
road.  Hammersmith. — On  the  14th,  Mr.  Anstead  came 
in  first  for  the  Witney  competition ; Mr.  Taylor 
weighed-in  jack,  91b.  2oz.,  from  Wimbledon  lake.  On 
the  21st,  Mr.  Smith  weighed-in  a roach,  lib.  2oz.  ; Mr. 
Anstead,  dace,  8ioz.  The  half  yearly  is  arranged  for 
Thursday,  Nov.  15,  members  and  friends  wishing  to  take 
part  in  it  must  give  the  secretary  a week’s  notice. — H. 
Reaves. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford.— 
Several  members  of  the  ab  we  were  out  on  Oct.  21  last, 
with  the  following  result:  Mr.  Church  weighed-in  some 
fine  dace,  the  best  fish  being  9Joz. ; J.  Steer,  dace  ; C. 
Wilderspin,  dace.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Chase  had  a fine 
catch  of  perch  and  Prussian  carp,  four  perch  weighing 
101b.  3Joz.,  and  ran  as  follows  : one,  21b.  10oz.,  two  fish, 
21b.  9ioz.  each,  and  one  fish  21b.  5£oz.  ; three  Prussian 
carp,  weighing  51b.  15£oz.,  largest  fish,  21b.  9 joz.,  ditto, 
21b.  5ioz.,  ditto,  lib.  Oijoz.  The  fish  were  weighed  at 
the  above  club. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall-eross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on  the  21st  in 
the  match  at  Woking.  The  following  were  the  winners  : 
Mr.  Birch,  1st;  H.  Pain,  2nd;  Mr.  Martin,  3rd.  Mr. 
Kirk  also  had  fish.  The  fish  principally  were  roach  and 
dace.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was 
well  attended.  Several  of  our  members  fish  in  the 
match  on  Oct.  28  at  Windsor.  Members  can  have  tickets 
off  me  by  applying  at  my  private  address. — H.  C. 

Walliam  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea. — At  the  weekly 
meeting,  Mr.  C.  Coombe  presiding,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  being  confirmed,  arrangements  were 
made  for  our  outing,  which  will  take  place  on  Nov.  4 to 
Amberley.  All  members  wishing  to  take  part  will 
kindly  attend  our  next  meeting.  I would  also  remind 
members  that  a smoker  takes  place  on  Nov.  14,  at  which 
the  boxes  for  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 


and  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  will  be  opened. — E. 

SUTEHALL. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Essex  Grove,  Forest-road  W uthamsiow. — 
On  Oct.  21  the  following  members  weighed-in  : Messrs. 
Tisley,  14oz.  chub ; Knight,  51b.  6oz.  perch  ; Hoad, 
14£oz.  roach ; Coomber,  21b.  14oz.  roach.  Two  new 
members  have  been  made.  A general  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last  to  hear  the  revising  committee’s 
report  on  the  proposed  new  rules.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
all  members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend  next 
meeting  night,  as  some  important  business  has  to  be 
done. — J.  S. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road  — We  had  a few  fish 
on  the  21st  inst.  by  the  following  member- : Mr.  Mercer, 
jack  ; Mr.  Renn,  roach.  On  the  27th  we  fish  a match  at 
Amberley  for  five  prizes ; roving  -W  VI. 

West  Green  Angling  Society  — The  members  of 
this  society  fished  for  two  prizes  on  Oct.  21  at  Rye 
House.  At  5 p.m.  the  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
a substantial  repast,  provided  by  vlr.  Teale.  After  full 
justice  had  been  done,  the  usual  loyal  toasts  were  pro- 
posed and  duly  honoured. — A.  II  C 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — On  the  21st  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  E.  Parga,  41b  loz.,  jack  ; 
Mr.  R.  Lowther,  lib.  3Joz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  J.  Mills,  roach. 
— R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  of  our  members  went  out  for 
match  on  Oct  21.  Mr.  Geo.  Wa  ie  was  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize.  He  also  weighed-in  a barbel  of  41b. 
10oz.,  and  71b.  of  roach  on  Thursday  last. — J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  21  a few 
members  went  out  to  Bures,  Mr.  Higgins  being  the  only 
one  to  weigh-in  with  jack.  A special  m- etirig  is  called 
for  Tuesday  next  to  appoint  a time  and  place  for  the  eup 
and  club  prize.  Any  member  wishing  to  compete  for 
the  benevolent  prizes,  on  Oct.  28  should  apply  at  once 
to  Secretary,  Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  West- 
minster.— J.  E. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  the  result  being  as  follows  : Messrs.  W. 
E.  Matthews,  roach  and  dace,  61b.  8i  >z.  ; F.  Ingram, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.  13ioz. ; W.  G.  JMortham,  roach  and 
dace,  51b.  3jOz. ; G.  H.  Robinson,  roach,  81oz. — 
P. Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  Old  Ford-road. — On  Oct.  21  Mr  Hirst 
weighed-in  perch.  Members  going  in  the  Windsor 
competition  please  notice  that  the  brake  will  start  from 
the  Marquis  Cornwallis  for  Paddington  at  7 a.m.  on  the 
morning. — C.  Toye. 


SERAPIS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  night  last,  Mr.  Alfred  Jai-dine,  presi- 
dent of  the  above  society,  read  to  his  fellow  members 
and  friends  from  other  societies — numbering  nearly  a 
hundred  gentlemen— a most  interesting  piper  on  “ Sea- 
serpents  and  fabulous  fishes.”  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ridgway,  manager  of  the  Tottenham  Hank,  the  vice- 
chair. Many  anglers  of  note  were  present,  who  had 
come  long  distances  to  be  there  ou  this  one  ision. 

Starting  from  the  times  of  Aristotle,  310  b c , thence 
through  those  of  Pliny  and  Livy,  Mr.  J.rdine  gave 
thrilling  accounts  of  the  above-meutioned  historians’ 
descriptions  of  sea-serpents,  &e.,  which  were  finely 
illustrated  by  very  large  drawings,  made  by  the  lecturer. 
Thence  down  through  the  times  of  OLus  Magnus.  Arch- 
bishop of  Upsala,  Sweden,  1555;  and  Bishop  Pontop- 
pidan,  of  Bergen,  the  lecturer  brought  his  audience  to 
within  the  memory  of  most  of  those  present,  and 
described  the  incidents  of  the  hu  ,e  ” Kraken  ” ot  three 
tons  weight,  which  was  captured  off  Tenerift'e,  iu  Nov., 
1861,  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  French  despatch- 
boat  Alenron. 

Also  how  a great  “ calamary  ” or  cuttle  fish,  measur- 
ing 60ft.  in  length,  was  killed  and  brought  ashore  in  the 
Bay  of  Conception,  Newfoundland,  iu  October,  1-873. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  accounts  was  the  authenti- 
cated despatch  by  Captain  McQubse  to  the  Admiralty, 
as  published  in  the  Times  newspap  r of  Oct.  13,  1848,’ 
giving  a description,  where  he,  his  lieutena  its,  and  crew, 
sailed  for  more  than  twenty  minutes  ‘cheek  by  jowl” 
as  it  were,  with  a huge  sea-serpent,  so  near  to  the  vessel 
(H.M.S.  Daedalus),  that  they  could  see  every  movement 
of  the  creature’s  eyes  and  mouth,  &c.  This  incidont, 
and  another,  where  a sea-serpent  300ft  lung  attacked 
the  ship  British  Banner  in  July,  1860,  were  illustrated  by 
large  crayon  drawings,  conveying  most  accurate  ideas  of 
these  occurrences. 

Mr.  Jardine  alluded  to  other  fabulous  creatures, 
among  them  the  fish  in  the  planet  Mars  and  the  Lough 
Conn  pike,  whose  mythical  measurem  mt<,  with  relation 
to  its  said  weight  of  37Jlb.,  were  excelled  Iu  an  English 
pike  of  271b.,  and  largely  exceeded  by  anothor  weighing 
301b.  (exhibited  in  the  club-room)  The  Sorapis  club- 
room  was  full  of  noted  pike  anglers,  who  considered 
the  Lough  Conn  pike,  as  to  weight,  a very  ‘‘fabulous 
fish.” 

Some  excellent  music  and  songs,  and  two  obligatos  on 
the  silver  trombone,  magnifies  tly  rendered  by  Mr. 
Pleyer,  and  the  presentation  of  a handsome  diamond 
Ain  and  shirt  stud  to  the  worthy  1 andlord.  Vlr.  William 
Penny  (who  is  about  to  relinquish  the  Nevill  Arms), 
brought  a most  enjoyable  reunion  of  anglers  to  an  end 
in  good  time — about  midnight.  J.  L. 
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KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Inaugural  Meeting. 

Tiik  inaugural  meeting  of  tho  Kingston  Pisoatorial 
Sooiety  wan  held  on  Wednesday  last,  at  67,  High-street, 
Kingston,  under  tho  ehairmansliip  of  l>r.  I'aradiso,  who, 
having  briefly  opened  tho  proceedings,  called  upon  the 
promoter  ol  tho  club  to  make  a preliminary  statement. 

Mr.  F.  II.  Amphlett  said  that  every  sportsman  ought 
to  do  all  in  Igh  power  on  behalf  of  tho  sport  in  which  he 
was  interested,  and,  therefore,  although  a newcomer,  he 
would  make  no  apology  for  endeavouring  to  promote  an 
angling  club  for  Kingston.  The  object  of  tho  club  would 
be  (I)  to  enable  members  to  moot  at  suitable  central  head- 
quarters in  the  town  ; (2)  toobtain.lateron,  a room  for  the 
sole  use  of  members ; (3)  to  form  a library  of  books  dealing 
with  piscatorial  matters  and  supplied  with  angling  jour- 
nals; (4)  to  have,  in  the  winter,  angling  papers  read; 
(5)  to  obtain  punts  for  members  to  fish  from  ; (6)  to  offer 
prizes  for  specimen  fish  ; (7)  to  raise  a fund  for  re-stock- 
ing the  Thames  in  the  immediate  district,  and  (8)  to 
purchase,  if  tho  funds  permit,  a stretch  of  private  water, 
which  might  afford  good  sport  to  the  members.  He 
believed  that  a club,  having  these  objects  in  view, 
would  be  well  worthy  of  support,  especially  as  no 
members  would  bo  allowed  to  weigh-in  for  gross  weight 
prizes. 

A letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  in 
reply  to  an  invitation  to  become  president  of  the  club. 
Mr.  Nuthall  stated  that  he  would  do  his  utmost  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  club,  and  would  be  pleased 
to  become  an  honorary  subscribing  member,  though  he 
regretted  that,  owing  to  his  many  public  duties,  he 
could  not  undertake  any  more  work.  It  was  resolved 
that  a deputation  from  the  club  should  approach  Mr. 
Nuthall  with  a view  of  inducing  him  to  alter  his  decision, 
and  guaranteeing  that  his  presidential  duties  should  be 
of  a light  character. 

Mr.  R.  B Marston,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  Mr.  W Senior,  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  agreed 
to  be  vice-presiCents. 

The  election  of  other  officers  then  took  place.  Mr.  F. 
Sands  was  elected  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson 
and  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  auditors,  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Amph- 
lett bon.  secretary. 

A letter  was  read  from  the  proprietress  of  the  Sun 
Hotel,  offering  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  club  a 
room  in  which  meetings  might  be  held.  The  offer  was 
accepted,  and  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Fray  ling  was 
agreed  to  unanimously. 

In  addition  to  other  rules,  it  was  agreed  that  “ prizes 
shall  be  given  for  specimen  fish  only,  but  not  for  fish 
under  the  following  weights  : Thames  trout,  41b. ; brook 
trout,  lib.  ; j*ck,  71b.;  perch,  lib.;  roach,  lib.;  dace, 
lOoz. ; chub,  2 Jib.  ; bream,  31b.  ; and  barbel,  Gib.  ; the 
fish  to  be  taken  from  public  waters.”  The  above  scale 
only  fixes  a minimum  weight  for  which  prizes  will  be 
offered,  but  the  largest  fish  in  each  class,  taken  by  any 
member,  will  receive  the  prize  offered. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  all  those  present  were 
enrolled  as  members  of  the  club. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY’S 
WINDSOR  COMPETITION. 

On  Oct.  28  a special  train  will  leave  Paddington 
punctually  at  8 50  a.m.,  and  Westbourne  Park  at  8.55. 
The  committee  earnestly  request  that  competitors 
travelling  by  the  Great  Western  line  will  make  a point 
of  using  thif  special  train.  Competitors  must  get  their 
tickets  stamped  on  arrival  at  the  Star  and  Garter, 
Peaseod-street.,  all  to  start  fishing  by  signal ; one  rod 
only  allowed  ; all  fish  to  weigh  except  jack,  minnows,  and 
eels.  Backwaters  are  barred,  all  to  fish  from  tow-path 
only,  from  Windsor  Bridge  to  the  black  fence  opposite 
Lord  Fitzgerald's.  Weigh-in  at  5 p.m.,  doors  closed  at 
6 p.m.  ; competitors  to  get  their  takes  of  fish  registered 
by  the  stewards  on  duty.  The  prizes  are  as  follows  : (1) 
J.  MeCloskie  (host  of  Star  and  Garter),  tankard;  (2) 
J.  P.  Wheeldon,  roach  pole,  value  21s. ; (3)  Mr.  Dunhill, 
rod,  value  21s.;  (4)  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  china  tea 
service  ; (51  Rose  and  Crown  A.S.  prize,  value  21s.  ; (6) 
Allason  United  A S.  prize,  value  21s.  ; (7)  Mr.  Roser,  fly 
rod  ; (8)  W.  Hearder,  Plymouth,  case  of  spinning  baits; 
(9)  Mr.  Brett,  fishing  bag  ; (10)  G.  H.  Wood,  roach  rod  ; 
(11)  Marylebone  A.S.,  telescope  handle  and  net  ; (12) 
Campbell  United,  silver  baited  cruet;  (13)  J.  Jennings, 
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; lamp  ; (14)  Messrs.  Burningham  and  Kugleston,  lamp  ; 
| (15)  Mr.  Little,  Ilaymarket,  tackle  case ; (16)  Mr. 
j Barnett,  fishing  bag;  (17)  C.  J.  Carter,  copper  kettle  ; 
(18,  19  and  20)  it.  A brahams,  oroel,  gold  ring,  and  silver- 
mounted  stick  (throe  prizes)  , (21)  Royal  George,  bait 
can;  (22)  Mr.  Neal,  fishing  box  ; (23)  Mr.  Partridge, 
Oxford-street,  winch  ; (24)  Oak  A.S.,  tackle,  value  5s.; 
(25)  Queen’s  A.S.,  tackle,  value  5s.  ; (20,  27  and  28)  G.’ 
H.  Howard,  book  (value  15s.),  landing  handle  and  net, 
and  tackle  caso  (throe  prizes) ; (29)  Messrs.  Haig 

and  Haig,  distillers,  tbroo  bottles  throe-star  whisky; 
(30)  Mr.  Williams,  bait  can ; (31)  Prince  Arthur, 
clock  ; (32)  Mr.  Bourne,  bait  can  ; (33)  Mr. 

Bourne,  tackle,  5s.;  (34)  Cobden  A.S.,  stick  and  net  ; 
(35)  Mr.  Neale,  winch  and  line  ; (3G)  Mr.  Shillingford,  jack 
rod  ; (37)  Penge  A.S.,  tackle  book  ; (38)  Mr.  A.  R.  Mat- 
thews, tackle  book  ; (39)  Mr.  Burton,  tackle  book  ; (40) 
South  London,  general  rod  ; (41)  Mr.  Lord,  winch  ; (42) 
Forest  Gate  A.S.,  winch  and  line  ; (43)  Odds  and  Evens, 
table  cover  ; (41)  Mr.  Killick,  cheese  dish  ; (45)  Mr.  G.’ 
Hoyle,  two  pictures  ; (4G)  Dalston  A.S.,  silver  albert ; 
(47)  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  angling  book  ; (48)  Mr.  Lamingj 
tobacco  jar  ; (49)  Mr.  Perry,  bottles  of  gin  and  whisky  ■ 
(50)  Cherry  Blossom  Company,  presentation  case  ; (51) 
Mr.  Hewett,  cigar  case  and  cigars;  (52)  Mr.  Negus, 
jack  line  ; (53)  Mr.  Norris,  tackle  case,  7s.  Cd.  ; (54)  j] 
Fiddes,  tackle  case  ; (55)  A.  Conn,  tackle  case  ; (56)  Mr. 
Sowerbutts  (rod  maker),  tackle  case;  (57)  Mr.  Poole 
(tackle  dealer),  bronze  check  reel,  jack  line,  and  roach 
hooks  ; (58)  Queen’s  Piecatorials,  tackle,  value  5s.  ; (59) 
Original  Alexandra,  pair  of  boots;  (60)  Mr.  Stretton 
leg  of  pork;  (61)  Mr.  Williams  (Great  Queen-street), 
hook  book;  (62)  Mr.  Webster,  clock;  (63)  Jubilee  A.S., 
rod,  value  £1  Is.  ; (64)  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  copper  kettle  ; 
(65)  Mr.  Stevens,  box  of  superior  confectionery;  (66) 
Rose  and  Crown,  pair  of  stuffed  birds  ; (67)  Mr.  Wriggles- 
wade,  fifty  good  cigars  for  the  best  roach  taken  on  Oct. 
28 ; (68)  Messrs.  Carter  and  Peek,  rod,  value  ,£1  Is.  ; 
(69)  Bostonians,  cruet.  The  secretary  called  on  Mr. 
Giliett,  tackle  maker,  who  gave  him  a £1  Is.  roach  pole 
for  this  competition — making  alt  ogether  seventy  prizes. 

Cease  fishing  at  5 p.m.  Each  competitor  to  take  his 
fish  to  the  stewards  to  be  registered. — B.  Abrahams, 
hon.  sec. 


FISHING  TACKLE. 

A Western  retailer  thus  writes  in  regard  to  the 
desirability  of  fishing  tackle  being  handled  by  hardware 
merchants,  and  at  the  same  time  refers  to  some  of  the 
features  of  this  class  of  trade  : 

I am  surprised  that  so  few  retail  hardware  dealers 
make  a push  on  fishing  tackle.  There  is  a disposition 
to  leave  this  branch  to  the  gunsmith,  but  in  my  opinion 
it  is  a great  mistake. 

The  time  was,  and  not  so  very  long  ago,  when  an 
ordinary  stock  of  tackle  for  a retail  store  consisted  of  a 
few  cheap  lines,  a few  boxes  of  common  hooks,  some 
sinkers  and  floats.  A bill  that  ran  up  to  five  dollars 
was  a very  good  one. 

But  the  growth  of  the  idea  of  summer  vacations  and 
the  greater  interest  taken  in  all  outdoor  recreations 
have  led  to  the  increase  of  fishing  to  a wonderful  degree, 
and  has  made  tackle  an  important  item. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  the  man  with  a jointed  rod  was 
a rarity,  now  the  very  smallest  boy  has  to  have  one.  The 
angle  worm  of  our  boyhood  has  given  way  to  the  min- 
now and  fly  and  to  all  manner  and  kinds  of  artificial 
baits.  Nothing  in  hooks  used  to  be  known  but  a 
Limerick,  but  now  the  young  fellow  talks  about  Carlisle, 
Sproat,  and  Cincinnati  bass  hooks  with  the  same  air 
that  he  discussed  the  best  brand  of  chewing  gum. 

Prices  in  what  used  to  be  luxuries  (rods  and  reels)  have 
dropped  down  faster  than  almost  any  item  in  our  line. 
The  factories  sell  a three-piece  ash  rod  for  75  cents  per 
dozen.  The  result  of  this  has  been  to  about  kill  our 
trade  in  Japanese  and  Culcutta  bamboo  poles.  We  buy 
a plain  reel  at  60  cents  per  dozen.  None  of  ns  imagined 
ten  years  ago  that  we  would  see  prices  touch  these 
figures— a jointed  rod  and  reel  to  cost  us  11  cents. 

Lines  have  dropped  in  proportion,  so  that  we  can  sell 
a braided  line  for  a nickel. 

In  the  matter  of  artificial  baits  prices  are  also  pheno- 
menally low.  We  buy  a good  plated  spoon  hook,  with 
fly,  at  five  cents.  Rubber  minnows  are  down  to  twenty- 
two  cents. 

Now,  with  these  low  costs,  and  the  spirit  among  men 
and  boys  to  have  good  tackle,  there  is  nothing  in  ahard- 
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ware  store  that  will  better  pay  for  the  work  put  into  it 
than  this  line. 

The  person  who  is  going  fishing  wants  to  catch  some 
fish.  He  knows  that  fish  arc  creatures  of  whim  and 
fancy.  What  they  eagerly  bit  at  yesterday  they  will 
not  touch  to-morrow.  Consequently,  it  is  comparatively 
easy  to  coax  a man  who  is  going  fishing  into  trying 
a wider  variety  of  baits  than  ho  intended,  and  it  will  bo 
still  easier  to  do  this  the  next  time  he  calls,  for  he  will 
see  others  catching  more  fish  than  he  succeeds  in  cap- 
turing, and  ten  chances  to  one  ho  gives  all  the  credit  to 
the  particular  hook  or  bait  they  used. 

It  is  a pleasant  business.  It  is  at  its  best  in  the  hot 
summer  months  when  other  branches  are  dull.  The 
fishermen  of  the  town  include  the  very  nicest  people 
there,  and  they  are  pleasant  customers  to  trade  with. 
Above  and  beyond  this  is  the  fact  that  it  pays,  and  pays 
handsomely. 

If  stock  is  carried  over  it  is  just  as  saleable  a year 
from  now,  and  the  judicious  buyer  will  remember  that  it 
is  easy  to  replenish,  and  need  not  invest  very  heavily 
at  the  start.  The  trade  belongs  to  the  hardware  line. 
If  you  are  not  “in  it”  you  are  making  a mistake. — 
Iron  Age.  


A TALE  OF  A FROG. 

“Years  ago  Judge  Bibb  was  one  of  Washington’s 
best  known  celebrities  and  ‘ a gentleman  of  the  old 
school.’  He  was  a famous  fisherman,  and  so  much 
devoted  to  angling  that  he  was  regarded  by  our  juvenile 
fishermen  as  a perfect  walking  (or  boating)  edition  of 
Izaak  Walton. 

“ On  a fine  spring  morning,  about  two  years  since,  I 
started,  in  company  with  a party  of  friends,  for  the 
Little  Falls  of  the  Potomac.  We  were  ‘prospecting’ 
the  chances  of  rock  fish,  better  known  in  your  latitude 
as  1 striped  bass.’  It  was  quite  early  in  the  season,  but 
not  too  early  for  Judge  Bibb.  He  had  arrived  long 
before  us,  and  sat  upon  a ledge  of  rock,  rod  in  hand — 
the  very  picture  of  sentinel  patience  unrelieved. 
Hailing  him  from  a distance,  I asked,  with  the  natural 
instinct  of  a fisherman  : 

“ * What  luck,  judge  ? ’ 

“‘Luck,  sir?  worst  luck  in  the  world,  sir;  been 
fishing  here  for  four  hours,  and  haven’t  had  a nibble !’ 

“ ‘ What  bait  are  you  using  ? ’ 

“ ‘ Capital  bait ; live  frog,  sir.’ 

“ I ventured  to  suggest,  mildly,  that  perhaps  ‘ live 
frog  ’ was  not  such  very  ‘ capital  bait,’  whereupon  the 
judge  burst  forth  : 

“ ‘ Don’t  tell  me,  sir!  you  can’t  teach  me  anything, 
sir  ! Don’t  I know  ? Best  bait  in  the  world,  sir  ; only 
the  luck  ! awful  luck  ! four  hours  without  a nibble  ! ’ 

“ By  this  time  we  had  reached  the  judge’s  position, 

and  while  preparing  our  tackle,  Mr.  D , one  of  the 

party,  observed  a frog  sitting  on  the  bank,  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  judge.  Said  he  : 

“ ‘ Judge,  let  me  catch  a fresh  bait  for  you.  I see  a 
frog  on  the  bank  close  beside  you.’ 

“ ‘ Thank  you,  sir;  I wish  you  would  catch  that  frog, 
sir.  It’s  been  staring  me  in  the  face  all  the  morning. 
I believe  it  knows  that  I have  one  of  its  family  on  my 
hook.  Ha ! ha ! ha  ! Catch  it,  sir ; by  all  means, 
catch  it.’ 

“ Mr.  D shortened  his  rod  and  cautiously  striking 

with  the  sharp  end,  pinned  the  frog  through  one  of  its 
hind  legs.  Just  then,  as  Mr.  D—  was  lifting  aloft  his 
prize,  the  judge  began  winding  up  his  reel  and  uttered 
a joyous  cry. 

“ ‘ Hold  still,  sir!  Keep  quiet ! I’ve  got  a bite  ! ’ 

“ Rapidly  wound  the  wheel,  rapidly  came  in  the 
slackening  line,  till  the  last  few  yards  of  it  floated  upon 
the  surface  of  the  stream  ; and  then,  with  a face  that 

boded  thunder,  the  judge  turned  to  Mr.  D . 

“ ‘ Why,  sir,  you’ve  caught  my  frog ! ’ 

“And  so  it  was.  The  frog  with  the  impulse  of  all 
amphibious  animals  when  wounded,  had  made  for  the 
shore ; and  there  it  had  crouched  for  hours  directly 
under  the  judge’s  nose,  and  holding  his  hook  out  of 
water.” 


Next,  please  ! Why  does  a compositor  resemble  an 
angler  ? Because  he  very  often  gets  hold  of  a bad  take  ; 
only  instead  of  being  a bad  take  of  fish  it  is  a bad 
“ take  ” of  copy. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
nuit  longthB,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OR  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette , Land  and  Water , J.  H.  Keene,  Greville 
Fennell,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  “ Trent  Otter”  says : “ I killed  with  King’s 
Bait  39  fish,  which  weighed  22$lb.,  many  over  lib.  each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 
3d.f  6d.f  and  Is. ; postage  extra. 

Avoid  all  imitations  of  KING’S  “ NATURAL  ” (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other , when  told  it  is  the  same , or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  only , which  has  a reputation  of  20  Years. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  tho  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Itoach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  ls.f  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Ilemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a Beason.  Prevents  kinking.  Oakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM,  KING,  Chemist,  Woodlands,  Woodbridge  Road,  Ipswich  (lato  of 

157,  Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 

OP  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

S.  Wells. — Possibly  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  & Co.,  of 
Redditoh,  can  tell  you  where  the  American  fluted 
“ Skinner  ” spoon  is  to  be  had  in  this  country.  We  hear 
from  Messrs.  W.  T.  Hancock  & Co.,  308,  High  Holborn. 
that  they  are  no  longer  agents  for  it.  It  is  a capital 
spoon,  but  the  hooks  were  too  big  and  heavy  for  this 
country,  except  for  sea  bass  fishing. 

R.  Radford. — To  keep  your  baits  fresh  during  along 
journey,  pack  them  in  bran  ; or,  better  still,  send  for  a 
packet  of  ‘'King’s  Bait  Preservative.”  This  prepara- 
tion was  awarded  a diploma  at  the  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883,  and  “ preserves, with  all  their 
sheen  and  brightness,  minnows,  dace,  gudgeon,  roach, 
and  other  natural  baits.” 


Comsyoittetttt 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 

expressed  by  our  Correspondents  or  their  grammar.'] 

THE  IZAAE  WALTON  MEMORIAL  FUND  AND 
THE  FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB. 

Sir, — I have  been  rather  surprised,  and  I confess 
disappointed,  at  the  meagreness  of  your  list  of  sub- 
scribers to  this  memorial ; above  all  I had  expected  to 
see  your  list  headed  by  the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  an 
example  which  would  doubtless  have  been  followed  by 
many  more  individual  members  of  this  club,  and  for 
which  probably  other  clubs  were  only  waiting.  I am 
now  credibly  informed,  and  doubly  disappointed  to  learn, 
that  the  committee  of  our  club  have  decided  not  to 
subscribe  at  all,  a decision  which  strikes  me,  and 
probably  will  strike  many  other  members,  as  being 
peculiarly  ungracious  and  undignified.  If  there  is 
nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the  club  expressly 
authorising  the  committee  to  make  a small  departure 
to  the  extent  of  £5  or  ,£10,  there  is  nothing  that  I know 
of  forbidding  such  a very  rampant  indiscretion  ! Sub- 
scriptions have  been  given  to  fly  and  bait  casting 
tournaments,  and  to  preservation  and  other  societies. 
It  would  have  been  an  absurdity  to  call  a general 
meeting  for  such  a purpose,  and  the  committee  might 
have  been  perfectly  easy  in  their  minds  that  they  would 
have  received  no  reprimand  from  the  members  for  such 
unauthorised  extravagance.  Most  assuredly  it  is  quite 
right  and  proper  that  a committee  entrusted  with  the 
affairs  of  the  club  should  take  due  care  of  its  funds  ; 
but  this  was  a case — if  there  ever  was  one — in 
which  their  agreeing  to  put  down  such  a small  sum 
as  I have  suggested  would  have  been  applauded 
by  every  member  of  the  club,  whilst  their  refusal, 
on  whatever  technical  grounds,  will  by  most 
be  regarded  as  unworthy,  and  may  be  by  some  looked 
upon  as  rather  humiliating  to  their  treasurer.  Izaak 
Walton  was  not  merely  a skilful  angler  or  instructor  in 
the  art  of  angling  ; had  he  been  that  and  nothing  more, 
his  name,  like  that  of  many  another  equally  skilled  in  the 
art,  would  never  have  been  heard  of  beyond  the  reach  of 
his  own  day  and  generation,  much  less  at  this  end  of 
the  nineteenth  century — two  hundred  years  after  his 
death.  Izaak  Walton  was  indeed  something  more  than 
a great  fisherman  ; he  was  and  is  a distinct  and  unique 
personality  in  the  literary  history  of  our  country.  His 
little  book  is  a great  prose  idyl  which  stands  by  itself, 
and  has  been  the  admiration  and  delight  of  the  greatest 
men  of  every  generation  since  its  first  issue.  A mere 
guide  to  angling  would  not  have  achieved  this  kind  of 
immortality.  Notwithstanding  this,  all  anglers  have 
the  greatest  cause  to  be  thankful  that  Izaak  Walton 
lived  and  wrote  bis  book  ; a book  which  has  undoubtedly 
conferred  a dignity  on  the  sport  of  angling,  which  no 
other  sport  possesses.  Without  Izaak  Walton’s  name 
and  book,  angling  might  still  have  been  regarded  as  the 
commonplace  occupation  of  idle  men,  and  would  scarcely 
have  been  thought  of  as  “ the  contemplative  man’s 
recreation.” 

It  was  to  do  honour  to  the  memory  of  this  great  and 
most  interesting  man,  and  in  commemoration  of  his 
death — just  two  centuries  ago — that  the  suggestion  was 
made  and  took  the  form  of  a memorial  window  in  the 
church  in  which  Izaak  Walton  was  a devout  worshipper 
for  many  years.  A memorial  window  in  18t.  Dunstau’s 
seems  to  me,  and  doubtless  will  to  many  others,  singu- 
larly appropriate — for  Walton  was  not  only  a parishioner, 
but  he  was  also  the  author  of  several  most  valuable 
and  interesting  lives  of  great  men — such  as  Dr.  Donne, 
Sir  Henry  Wotton,  Mr.  Richard  Hooker,  and  Mr. 
George  Herbert,  who  had  been  more  or  less  connected 
with  St.  Dunstan’s  Church.  The  first  edition  of  “ The 
Compleat  Angler  ” was  printed  and  published  under  the 
shadow  of  St.  Dunstan’s,  and  so  in  all  probability  were 
the  “ Lives  ” above  referred  to.  The  parish  church  of 
St.  Dunstan’s  seems  to  have  a special  and  singular 
claim  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  this  worth / citizen  in  the 
manner  now  proposed.  The  hon.  treasurer  of  “ The  Fly- 
fishers’  Club  ” took  the  matter  up  with  his  accustomed 
zeal,  and  opened  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  known,  and  he  would 
naturally,  above  all  others,  have  expected  the  support 
of  the  committee  of  the  club  which  he  himself  had  been 
in  no  small  degree  instrumental  in  founding,  and  it  must 
have  been  with  no  little  surprise  and  chagrin  that  he 
learnt  the  decision  of  the  club  not  to  support  him. 

Personally,  of  course,  I cannot  expect  that  the 
decision  of  the  committee  will  be  influenced  by  my 
remarks — it  is  hardly  a question  of  the  money  they 
may  have  contributed.  I have  no  doubt  that  many 
individual  members  will  more  than  make  up  for  that, 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  a great  pity  that  “The 


Fly-fishers’  Club  ” should  not  have  been  properly  repre- 
sented on  so  interesting  and  so  unique  an  occasion.  I 
have  already  subscribed,  but  I have  now  much  pleasure 
in  doubling  my  subscription. — I remain,  yours  faith- 
fully,   A Fly-fisher. 

THE  LARGE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — As  promised,  the  601b.  balance  has  been 
sent  to  Messrs.  Salter  & Co.,  who  have  tested  it  and 
declared  it  correct. — Faithfully  yours, 

Alnwick,  Oct.  23.  John  James  Hardy. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  LYNN,  NEAR  LYN* 
MOUTH,  NORTH  DEVON. 

Sir,— Having  seen  in  this  week’s  issue  of  your  most 
interesting  paper  a reproduction  of  an  excellent  photo- 
graph by  Mr.  Chancellor,  of  Richmond,  showing  a pretty 
view  on  the  above  river,  I should  feel  much  obliged  to 
any  of  your  readers  for  further  particulars  of  the  fishing 
in  the  Lynn — giving  length  of  fishable  water,  from  whom 
the  weekly  or  daily  tickets  may  be  obtained,  probable 
basket,  and  average  weight  of  fish  in  river,  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  stating  if  fly  fishing  only  is  permitted, 
or  if  bait  fishing  is  also  allowed  ; also  if  white  trout  are 
to  be  got  at  any  part  of  the  season. — Yours  truly, 

Garranard. 


BULL  VERSUS  SEA  TROUT. 

Sir, — I will  not  do  more  at  present  than  ask  you  to 
convey  my  hearty  thanks  to  your  courteous  correspon- 
dents, Messrs.  Frank  Gosden,  F.  M.  Leslie,  and  H.  C. 
Woodward. 

The  first  has  given  me  a new  idea,  and  I trust  that  his 
projected  collection  of  Salmonidce  otoliths  may  soon 
become  a reality.  Perhaps  he  may  be  able  to  tell  us  if 
he  obtains  these  by  macerating  the  skull,  or  by  boiling  ? 
I presume  by  the  latter  process. 

A medical  friend  of  my  own  has  a wonderful  and  quite 
unique  collection  of  the  breast  and  side  bones  of  birds, 
all  macerated  and  mounted  by  his  own  skilled  fingers  ; 
but  I confess  when,  many  years  ago  (he  was  then  a 
bachelor),  we  entered  his  rooms,  and  he  enthusiastically 
raised  the  lid  from  some  vessel  containing  a bird  in  the 
last  stages  of  decomposition,  we  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
envy  him  the  work  of  dissecting  out  the  precious  bones 
amidst  the  stench  of  putrefaction  ; but,  as  he  kindly 
explained,  it  was  necessary  that  (in  small  birds  in  par- 
ticular) the  flesh  should  be  actually  dropping  off  the 
bones,  else  the  specimens  would  turn  out  failures.  The 
writer  has  been  familiar  with  dissections,  but  these 
birds  seemed  to  “ lick  creation  ” for  a “ howling  stink.” 
And  we  shudders  when  we  thinks  of  putrid  fish  ! Pah  ! ! 

I would  point  out  that  Mr.  Frank  Gosden,  who  writes 
with  authority,  states  that  the  ear-bones  alone  are  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  bull  versus  sea  trout,  and  that 
“ no  outward  appearance  will  in  my  estimation  settle  or 
solve  the  question.” 

This  is  a crumb  of  comfort  to  an  unscientific  angler, 
who  confesses  that  if  brought  to  book  he  would  be 
unable  to  point  out  the  distinctive  marks  of  the  two 
species  under  discussion. 

My  thanks  are  next  due  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Leslie,  and  I 
accept  with  gladness  and  gratitude  his  kind  offer  of  a 
sketch  and  notes.  It  will  be  seen  that  ho  differs  from 
Mr.  Frank  Gosden  in  bis  observations. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Woodward’s  letter  now  claims  my  atten- 
tion. I confess  that  I do  not  consider  his  “outwari 
appearances  ” to  be  at  all  conclusive.  I have  seen  them 
of  all  sorts  of  colours,  from  silvery  white  to  a black  so 
deep  (even  on  the  belly)  that  one  would  think  they 
had  lain  for  years  at  the  bottom  of  an  old  disused 
coal-pit  (which  invariably  holds  a large  quantity 
of  water)  instead  of  some  pool  in  the  Tweed.  One 
markedly  “ black  beastie,”  probably  a bull-trout,  I 
find  (on  referring  to  an  old  angling  diary)  I killed  in 
the  open  water  of  the  Tweed,  a few  miles  above  Inner- 
leithen on  Oct.  20,  1863.  It  was  astonishingly  black, 
and  that  same  day  I killed  a very  fine  clean  fish  of  181b. 
in  the  Nutwood  Pool,  both  with  salmon  fly.  How  many 
sea  trout  and  bull  trout  I have  killed  and  misnamed 
since  then  I am  unable  to  tell.  I remember  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Tweed,  several  miles  above  Peebles, 
about  the  year  1857  or  1858,  killing  “ a sea  trout  ” (as  I 
called  it  then)  with  salmon  fly,  which  weighed  121b.  It 
was  a male  fish,  and  measured  2t't.  8in.,  with  a girth  of 
lft.  4in.,  just  half  its  length.  1 noted  that  the  root  of 
the  tail  was  broad  and  thick,  and  that  the  tail  fin  was 
large  and  square.  Most  likely  it  was  a bull  trout  ? 
Being  a practical  fisherman,  and  though  I say 
it,  a very  sure  hand  at  “tailing”  a salmon  (having 
“tailed”  many  for  myself  and  friends  in  the  old 
days),  I have  observed  that  a salmon  is  the  only 
tisn  that  one  has  a proper  grip  of  with  the  thumb  and 
forefinger  (the  other  fingers  never  should  be  used,  or  the 
grip  of  the  thumb  is  lost  instantly,  which  means  your  grip 
on  the  fish  ;)  but  sea  trout,  bull  trout,  and  large  river  and 
loch  trout  are  all  alike  apt  to  slip  through  the  “ grip.” 
So  much  do  I value  this  as  a distinctive  sign,  that  I believe 
I could  pronounce  to-morrow  as  I gripped  a fish  by  the 
tail  whether  it  was  a salmon  or  a sea  trout,  or  its  cousin 
the  bull  trout.  But  so  far  as  my  experience  goes  (and  I 
have  fished  a good  many  rivers  in  my  day)  I regard  the 
loauness  of  the  body  and  the  “ pikey  ” appearance  of  the 
head  as  a matter  of  condition  as  much  as  anything,  and 
I want  to  know  if  this  tail  evidence  has  any  valuable 
bearing  on  the  eriox  v.  trutta  question. 

Mr.  H.  C Woodward,  however,  makes  a distinct  point, 
if  he  can  prove  it  (and  this,  if  true,  should  be  regarded 
as  a valuable  aid  to  diagnosis  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Gosden’s  otoliths),  that  the  flesh  of  the  bull  trout  (when 
in  season?)  is  yellowish-white  or  pale  buff-pink — much 
paler  than  that  of  the  genmino  sea  trout.  Of  course, 


even  a salmon  kelt  has  pale  fle3h,  and  presents  often  a 
most  pikey  appearance. 

What  says  Mr.  Frank  Gosden  about  the  flesh  of  the 
S.  eriox  and  S.  trutta?  A friend  has  lent  me  Day’s 
“ British  and  Irish  Salmonidce,”  which  I am  reading  by 
snatches.  I would  be  glad  to  consult  some  of  the  works 
recommended  me  if  I wore  within  reading  distance  of  the 
Fly-fishers’  Club,  but  one  can’t  purchase  half  a dozen 
expensive  works  simply  to  follow  up  a discussion  like 
this,  and  I take  it  that  Day’s  work  is  one  of  the  best  yet 
published. 

I always  like  to  squeeze  in  a bit  of  humour  if  I can. 
It  in  no  way  robs  a paper  of  its  value,  and  it  takes  one 
“ off  the  stilts  ” as  it  were,  and  my  mind  recurs  to  the  old 
days  and  to  two  friends  (twins),  so  like  each  other  that 
on  one  occasion  I was  sitting  in  the  Theatre  Royal,  Edin- 
burgh, Tom  with  me,  and  a friend  of  his  brother  George 
came  from  the  boxes  to  the  pit  stalls  to  have  a crack 
with  him.  It  was  very  amusing  to  see  how  twin  No.  1 
led  the  friend  of  twin  No.  1a  into  conversation  until  the 
stranger  referred  to  some  mutual  friend  of  No  1a,  and 
then  to  see  the  broad  grin  disappear,  and  the  face  grow 
long  and  disturbed,  and  the  voice  falter  out,  “ What  do 
you  mean  ; are  you  not  George  F.  ? ” “ Oh,  no;  I’m  his 

twin  brother  Tom  and  the  hearty  laugh  which  followed 
— I joining  in  ! 

Now,  some  time  ago,  in  Moonshine  there  were  some 
excellent  comical  sketches  on  the  awkwardness  of  what 
would  follow  if  fish  could  only  speak.  I kept  one  for 
my  newspaper-cuttings  book — and  the  fish  is  saying  to 
the  fisherman,  “ Yon  know  very  well  that  I only  weighed 
lib.,  and  you  said  2£lb.  ! ” 

Now,  supposing  that  an  angler  who  presumed  that  he 
knew  all  about  it,  landed  a fish  in  the  presence,  let  us 
say,  of  that  eminently  delightful  writer,  Mr.  Hevitt, 
“ the  hon.  chaplain  to  the  B'ishing  Gazette,”  and  said, 
“ That  is  a beautiful  specimen  of  the  sea  trout.  Look 
at  his  head,  his  tail,  his  fins,”  aud  was  rudely  inter- 
rupted by  the  fish  thu3,  “You're  another,  I'm  just  a 
B.  B.  T. — ask  that  gent,  standing  by,  and  who  christened 
me,  whether  I am  telling  the  truth  or  no,  and  that  clerical 
friend,  with  a twinkle  in  his  eye,  would  say.  “I  am 
afraid  that  I must  corroborate  that  last  remark.  The 
fish  is  undoubtedly  a sanguinary  bull  trout  1 ” 

To  revert  to  the  ear  boues  and  colour  of  the  flesh. 
How  charmed  would  Tom  have  been  if  George’s  friend 
had  happened  to  be  a scientist,  and  had  doubted  his 
word  thus  : “ Pardon  me  if  I can’t  believe  that  t’other 
is  which  . . . till  I have  boiled  you  both!"  Is  this 

the  true  and  only  test  of  S eriox  and  S.  trutta  ? I mean 
of  the  mature,  not  the  immature  fish — which  in  their 
various  stages  must  puzzle  anyone.  All  I ask  is  to  know 
a mature  sea  trout  from  a bull  trout,  also  mature,  so 
that  on  the  riverside  one  could  know,  without  having  to 
dissect  the  ear-bones  out,  or  to  carry  a kettle  to  boil 
them  on  the  spot. — I am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

Dear  Sir, — Without  wishing  to  prolong  this  con- 
troversy, permit  me  to  say,  re  Mr.  C.  D.  Lester’s  letter 
in  your  issue  of  the  20th  inst.,  that  I believe  I clearly 
showed  in  the  B'ishing  Gazette  of  29th  ult.  that  he  was 
in  error  in  his  attempt  to  refute  my  statement  in  edition 
of  Sept.  8 in  his  letter  of  22nd  ult.  He  appears  par- 
ticular about  the  construction  of  sentences.  Whether 
I said  that  the  “peal  ” of  Ireland  is  the  salar  upwards 
or  up  to  Gib.  or  thereabouts,  notwithstanding  the  subtile 
distinction  italicised,  broadly  reads  that  small  salar 
about  that  weight  (under  or  a little  over)  are  always 
designated  “peal”  by  Irishmen  of  every  degree.  I 
quite  agree  with  him  in  his  next  sentence,  save  that 
/S',  eirox  also  shares  the  term  “peal”  and  “salmon 
peal  ” with  S.  trutta  in  the  south  of  England  rivers,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  west  These  local  appellations  are 
very  misleading.  I do  not,  therefore,  think  that  his  hint 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  tend  much  to  elucidate 
matters.  I submit  that  there  is  nothing  puzzling  in 
distinguishing  the  salmon  proper  from  a migratory  sea 
trout,  whether  8.  eirox  or  S.  trutta,  unless  small  salar 
are  also  designated  “ peal  ” in  the  west  of  England,  but 
any  Salmonidce  fisherman  of  experience  could  at  once 
decide  that  point.  But  why  go  on  the  hypothesis  of 
hybrids  by  hearsay  P If  this  were  so,  how  account  for 
the  adolescent  stage  of  salmon,  bull  trout,  and  sea  trout  ? 
That  these  three  sorts  of  Salmonidm  exist — however 
looally  termed — distinctly,  has  long  been  acknowledged 
and  recorded  by  fishermen.  Should  the  proprietors  of 
hatcheries  try  to  produce  a fish,  as  is  recommended,  it 
would  doubtless  be  an  experiment  of  great  interest,  but 
what  wonld  the  new  fish  be  called  ? Re  local  names, 
witness  Mr.  Frank  Gosden’s  list  in  F.  G.  of  29th  inst. 
His  suggestion  as  to  an  examination  of  otoliths  seems 
the  true  scientific  mode  of  settling  this  question,  and 
putting  it  beyond  all  further  dispute. — I am.  dear  sir 
faithfully  yours,  Black  Hackle. 

MEASUREMENTS  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  his  letter  contained  in  your  last  issue, 

“ Fismuscator  ” advises,  in  measuring  the  length  of  fish, 
that  one  universal  rule  should  be  observed.  Ho  proposes 
that  the  fish  should  be  laid  upon  the  measure  and  not 
the  measure  over  the  fish. 

Now  my  experience  tells  me  that,  while  this  would  be 
a perfectly  correct  way  to  measure  some  fish,  it  would 
not  do  for  others. 

Take  as  an  instance  the  large  carp,  the  dimensions  of 
which  I recently  sent  you,  and  which  were  as  follows  : — 
Over  the  curve  of  body  to  fork  of  tail,  2lin. ; in  a straight 
line,  23in  : a difference  as  “ Pismuscator  ” observes,  of 
lin.  So  far,  so  good  But  on  laying  the  fish  upon  the 
measure,  I found  that  the  length  was  only  22in  , this 
apparent  discrepancy  being  caused  by  the  extreme 
thickness  of  the  fish  at  the  shoulders,  and  the  sudden 
taper  at  the  tail  end,  so  that  when  the  fish  was  placed 
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HARDYS 


GOLD  MEDAL 
GOLD  MEDAL 


RODS 


GOLD  MEDAL 

For  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Poach,  &c.,  are  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  Unequalled. 

The  “ FIELD.”—1 “It  ought  never  to  he  forgotten  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we 
owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers.5' 
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HARDYS  Celebrated  _ 

“ Hollingworth  ” Pike  Rods. 

This  rod  is  undoubtedly  the  best  example  of  a Jaelc  rod  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Thero  is  no  other  rod  which  approaches  it  for  lightness,  action,  and  strength.  ^ ~ ^ 

The  fittings  are  most  complete  cork-covered  handles,  patent  lock  joints, 

spiral  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  ring,  and  rubber  button.  Price  50s.  n,*.....  _ - -«>  _ - 

This  rod  has  won  golden  opinions  from  all  who  have  used  it,  and  it  is  the  old  story — the  best  is  the  cheapest.  We  do  make  a second  quality,  and  a good  rod  it  is  —cedar 
handle,  split  end  joints,  snake  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  rings.  This  rod  is  more  than  superior  to  what  other  makers  call  best.  Our  price  for  it  is  283.  6d.  In  ordering 
ask  for  newly-issued  angler’s  guide  and  price  list,  value  Is.  6d.,  but  free  in  this  case. 
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HARDY’S 
New  Pattern 
“ Guinea  ” Roach  and 
Bream  Rods 

Are  now  in  the  hands  of  most  of  the  best  Thames  Anglers,  and  as  punt  rods  are  unequalled.  The  enormous  quantities  of  bamboos  passed  through  our  works  which  are  used 
for  the  celebrated  cane-built  rods  with  and  without  steel  centres  offers  such  an  opportunity  of  selecting  suitable  bamboos  as  no  other  firm  can  have.  In  their  fitting  they 
are  vory  complete  Bamboo  butt  and  middle,  two  greenheart  tops,  cedar  balance  handle,  double  brazed,  corked  stoppers,  revolving  end  rings,  in  partition  bag.  Lengths, 
10  to  12  feet;  price  21s.  Second  Quality — Cedar  handle,  plain  joints,  &c. ; 10  to  12  feet;  14s- 


CATALOGUE 


OVER  THREE  HUNDRED  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

POST  FREE  THREE  STAMPS,  WHICH  DEFRAYS  PARCEL  POST  RATE  ONLY. 


HARDY  BROS.] 


Practical  Anglers,  Inventors,  and  Manufacturers, 
London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick. 

RETAIL  BRANCH : 5,  South  St.  David  Street,  EDINBURGH. 

LONDON  RETAIL  AGENTS:  Military  Equipment  Stores  A Tortoise  Tent  Co.,  61,  Pall  Mall. 


JSSTABLISHJBD  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK. 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEBEST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand 

TWO  per  GENT,  on  OUBBENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100 

STOCKS,  SHABES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur 
chased  and  sold.  

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift  the  Bank 
receives  small  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Blrkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free  Fbanois  Bavknsoroft,  Manager. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 

THEAKER’S 

POCKET  CUTLERY. 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES. 

Alpine  Ice  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

Boach  ...  Is.  8d.) 

Barbel  ...  2a.  2d.  f „„„  . 

Pike  4s.  od.fP6^100^ft^<1*• 

Salmon...  4s.  lOd.) 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES, 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

8®"  FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pin-action 
Reels,  Optional  Check. 

HILL  As  SOM, 

4,  HATMAHKET,  S.W. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000. 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlings.  Send  for  Bait 
List.  The  trade  supplied. 

Lists  Free 

THEAKER,  10,  CANAL  ST.,  NOTTINGHAM 

OULTON  BROAD  FISHERY, 

LOWESTOFT. 

Preserved  under  the  Norfolk  i Suffolk  Fisheriet  Act. 


AUARTERS:  WHERE Y HOTEL, 
'*>  MUTFORD  BEIDGE.  Beautifully 
situated.  Established  nearly  a century. 
Boats,  2s.;  full  bait,  Is.;  men,  4s.  per  day. 
Terms  for  stopping  Visitors  on  applica- 
tion. Gravel  and  sandy  soil. 

G.  SEASON,  Proprietor. 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS,  45/-,  50/ 


KING, 


SOMETHING 
NEW  ” 


Wader  lakers  & Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


21/- 

25/- 


Inventors  of  the  Improved 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


Class 

Waterproofs. 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  1879. 


(PROTHOTKD.) 

THE  " PRINCESS  FISHING  STOCKING.” 

Soo  Field,  March  10,  1894. 
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upon  a flat  surface,  the  tail  itself  was  about  4in.  below 
the  level  of  the  shoulders,  the  backbone  consequently 
being-  considerably  curved.  Therefore,  to  get  the  tail 
and  backbone  in  a straight  line,  it  was  necessary  to  prop 
up  the  tail  about  2in.  I was  then  able  to  obtain  the 
correct  measurement  of  the  fish,  viz.,  23in. 

I had  a jack  sent  to  me  last  Monday,  which  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Charles  Tryon,  of  Teddington.  The  weight  of 
this  fish  was  Clb.  9oz. 

In  measuring,  I used  a 3Gin.  straight  edge.  I laid  the 
fish  upon  it,  and  to  fork  of  tail  it  showed  27|in.  I then 
placed  the  straight  edge  over  the  fish,  and  found  the 
measurement  to  be  exactly  the  same.  This,  of  course, 
shows  that  the  rule  suggested  by  “ Pismuscator,” 
although  applicable  to  a jack,  would  be  quite  inefficient 
in  getting  the  correct  measurement  of  a carp  or  any  fish 
of  a similar  rotundity. — I am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Everard  Ripley, 


MEASUREMENTS  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — While  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  and  Mr.  E.  T. 
Sachs  are  disputing  the  sizes  of  large  fish  (which  it  has 
been  their  luck  to  have  taken),  and  which  could  be 
measured  at  any  time  near  enough  to  satisfy  the  minds 
of  all  anglers,  would  it  not  be  a matter  of  interest  to 
the  present  day  angler  and  prize  fishers  to  gain  some 
information  from  these  presumed  authorities  as  to  the 
sizes  of  fish  according  to  their  age ; when  fish  and 
trout  become  matured  ; when  and  at  what  age  do  fresh 
water  fish  spawn ; and,  after  that,  discuss  the  relative 
size  at  which  fish  should  be  taken  ? From  experience  I 
know  somewhat  about  it,  and,  from  general  conversation 
with  anglers,  I find  a great  want  of  knowledge  on  the 
growth  of  fish  ; all  they  seem  to  want  is  possession  of  a 
good  spawn  fish,  and  the  larger  the  better.  How  old  is  a 
301b.  or  401b.  fish,  and  the  best  method  of  ascertaining 
the  same,  and  do  they  feed  often  ? 

How  old  is  a trout  naturally  bred  before  it  spawns  ? 
How  long  does  it  take  for  a roach  or  chub  to  become 
lib  weight?  Some  opinion  as  to  the  growth  of  young 
jack  ? 

If  these  subjects  be  discussed  by  authoritative  per- 
sons, or  some  of  your  correspondents  will  give  their 
practical  experiences,  it  may  bring  forth  some  mode  of 
getting  rid  of  the  great  prejudice  in  vogue,  so  detrimental 
to  the  interest  of  the  fishing  world  in  general,  as  to  the 
present  taking  of  fish  by  measurement  as  killed,  and 
permitted  by  the  Thames  bye-laws  and  Mundella’s  Act. 

If  this  subject  be  discussed  by  practical  men  and  your 
correspondents,  in  a few  years  we  shall  have  plenty  of 
fish ; require  little  or  no  stocking  ; and  fishermen  and 
anglers  will  have  good  baskets  of  decent  sized  fish, 
instead  of  (as  at  present,  with  a few  exceptions),  large 
shows  of  sticklebacks. 

It  appears  to  me  that  some  persons  who  go  angling 
(some  prize  fishers  not  excepted)  fancy  fish  are  like 
chickens — hatched,  fully  grown,  taken,  killed,  and  eaten 
in  twelve  months. 

I am  willing  to  give  my  knowledge  and  experience  on 
the  subject,  if  others  will  enter  in  a fair  discussion  on 
the  subject,  and  you  think  it  is  worth  bringing 
before  the  B P.  and  the  angling  world. — I am,  yours 
respectfully,  the  proprietor  of 

Thorny  Weir  Club. 

Mundella’s  Act,  in  periodical  arrangements,  I believe, 
leave  out  a time  for  dace  and  tench  protection. 


R.  WOOLFALL  AND  THE  WORSLEY  CANAL 
FISHERY. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  your  issues  on 
Oct.  13  and  20,  in  which  “ R.  Woolfall,  Liverpool,” 
deals  with  a recent  contest  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery. 
I want  to  know  what  the  weekly  report  of  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association  has  to  do  with  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery.  However,  if  R.  Woolfall  must  meddle,  will 
he  kindly  state  correct  facts?  In  the  first  place,  we 
never  kill"  sucklings,”  nor  did  we  know  that  “ suckling  ” 
was  the  proper  way  to  rear  fish  before.  The  immature 
fish  in  question  was  a gudgeon,  and,  like  all  immature 
fish  caught  in  this  canal,  was  returned  to  “suck  ” a 
little  longer.  From  first  taking  over  this  fishery  the 
Board  have  been  determined  to  stop  “ the  slaughter  of 
the  innocents,”  and  no  law  is  required  with  us  to  stop 
any  “suicidal  policy.”  When  we  get  a few  fish  in  a 
match  we  never  guess  at  the  result,  and  say  401b.,  but 
fearlessly  insert  the  truth  as  to  weights.  Again,  it  is 
in  my  own  recollection  that  the  support  obtained  from 
Liverpool,  which  includes  R.  Woolfall,  when  a great 
effort  was  made  to  form  a very  important  association  in 
the  north  to  get  fishing  laws,  &c.,  altered,  was  " almost 
invisible,”  not  even  the  effort  of  a “ suckling.”  I am 
not  aware  that  any  support  has  come  from  Liverpool  to 
help  on  our  enterprise,  and,  judging  by  the  economic  use 
of  ink  when  a certain  petition  went  to  Liverpool,  and 
came  back  with  almost  unsullied  pages,  it  is  not  likely 
any  will  be  asked.  So  far  our  venture  is  a pronounced 
success,  for  we  work  for  improving  sport,  and  not  glory . 
—I  am,  sir,  yours  truly,  Geo.  S.  Smeeth, 

Secretary  to  the  Board. 

BARBEL  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — “Sedge  Willon’s”  extensive  personal 
experience  evidently  does  not  progress  with  the  times 
when  he  makes  the  assertion  that  scarcely  a resident  in 
the  counties  he  mentions  (Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Hunts,  and 
Cambs.)  would  know  a barbel  if  they  saw  one.  I presume 
he  will  admit  me  to  be  a resident,  having  lived  in  this 
immediate  neighbourhood  now  seven  years.  I also 
think,  having  taken  perhaps  as  many  barbel  as  he  him- 
self has  at  Richmond,  Teddington,  Hampton,  &c.,  &c.,  as 
quite  fifteen  years  of  my  time  was  spent  at  a little  place 
(he  might  know  it)  called  Kew.  I think  he  will  have  to 


admit  that  he  is  not  tho  sole  authority  as  to  what  is  or 
is  not  a barbel.  If  he  likes  to  come  hero  he  can  see  it 
for  himself,  and  also  one  in  my  collection — a Teddington 
fish.  In  reply  to  his  request  that  Mr.  Na9h,  or  someone 
else,  would  offer  suggestions  as  to  how  it  came  here,  I 
can  inform  him  upon  undoubted  authority  that  there 
was  a quantity  of  barbel  turned  into  the  Ouse  a few 
years  back  at  Bedford,  and  also  at  Kempston  Mills  ; and 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  naturalist  here,  who  has  preserved 
this  one,  had  two  others  some  time  ago,  caught  here 
also  he  informs  us.  So  “ Sedge  Willon’s  ” incredulity , 
anyhow,  must  be  allowed  to  evaporate  in  the  face  of 
fact.  The  astonishment,  I think,  falls  more  to  my  share 
that,  being  out  fishing  as  I am  the  entire  season,  I have 
not  been  lucky  enough  to  get  one  here  myself.  Mr. 
Fox,  a nephew  of  Mr.  Wade,  the  builder  here,  was  the 
lucky  angler,  as  I mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  take  at 
the  time, and  I think  should  be  congratulated,  not  being 
what  we  term  an  angler.— Yours  truly,  A.  Scard. 


REPLY  TO  A QUERY. 

Sir,— My  old  grandfather,  who  fished  a certain  river 
(which  shall  be  nameless)  for  sixty  years — a river  usually 
bright,  and  one  he  generally  fished  from  the  bank — had 
every  joint  of  his  rods  stained  green,  swore  by  it,  and 
I am  not  sure  that  he  was  not  right.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  la -it  rod  the  elder  Bailey,  of  Nottingham,  made  for 
me  (four  joint)  was  all  black  except  the  top  piece.  I see 
your  correspondent  “Giant”  allules  to  a second  crop 
of  apples.  There  was  a second, crop  of  plums  on  a tree 
where  I was  staying  last  September,  and  they  are  there 
still. — I am,  &c.  E.  W.  E. 

PIKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  following  is  a copy  of 
Tom  Clarke’s  lei  ter  to  my  son  Edwin  : — “Lough  Conn 
Anglers’  Hotel,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo,  Ireland,  Oct.  10, 
1894.  Dear  Sir, — I am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  your  father’s 
death,  he  was  a good  friend  to  me  and  always  done  what 
he  could  for  me,  that  is,  showing  me  up  in  the  sporting 
papers.  The  Lord  rest  his  soul  in  peace.  Our  trout 
fishing  ends  on  the  11th.  We  have  very  good  pike 
fishing  for  three  or  four  months.  Mr.  Cockburn  got 
five  pike  one  day,  94Jlb.,  largest  37|lb.  ; Mr.  Ford  got 
one  of  301b.,  and  Mr.  Japp  got  one  441b. ; Mr.  Brougham 
got  one  of  32 Jib.  All  these  anglers  stopped  at  my 
hotel.  If  you  come  I shall  kindly  do  what  I can  for  you 
in  the  line  of  sport  and  comfort.  I got  a hotel  licence 
to  sell  all  kinds  of  drink. — I remain,  yours  obediently, 

Mr.  Sachs.”  _ Tom  Clarke.” 

[Mr.  Clarke  will  be  glad  to  hear  his  old  patron  is  alive 
and  well. — Ed.] 

“WELD.” 

Dear  Sir, — The  inclosed  reply  may  be  of  service  to 
your  correspondent.  I am  sorry  I cannot  indicate  the 
source  where  the  “Weld  Extract”  could  be  obtained. 
Possibly  some  other  correspondent  may  be  able  to 
furnish  this  information. 

Weld. — This  yellow  dry  stuff  is  the  dried  herbaceous 
plant  know  as  Reseda  luteola. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  dye  stuff  known,  having 
been  employed  by  the  Gauls  and  other  ancient  nations. 

At  present  it  is  little  employed,  and  its  cultivation, 
commercially,  has  long  been  discontinued.  The  colour- 
ing principle,  “ luteolin,”  is  found  principally  in  the 
leaves,  and  is  extracted  from  the  plant  by  means  of  hot 
methylated  alcohol. 

This  colouring  matter,  in  conjunction  with  alum, 
known  as  “weld  alumina,”  is  a standard  colour  for  certain 
army  cloths  in  this  country. 

Formerly,  weld  was  much  employed  for  the  manu- 
facture of  a yellow  alumina  lake,  for"  the  use  of  artists 
and  decorators. — Yours  very  truly,  J.  W.  Clayton. 


“ENORMOUS”  KILLALOE  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  sorry  to  see  that  Mr.  Hnrley 
continues  to  promulgate  misleading  statements  regard- 
ing heavy  salmon  in  Irish  waters.  In  last  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette,  he  says  : “ In  my  letter  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Gth  inst  , I simply  stated  that  the  4GJlb.  fish 
captured  here  this  month  was  the  largest  ever  taken  in 
this  (the  Killaloe)  section  of  the  Shannon.”  But  this 
was  by  no  means  his  simple  statement,  as  he  calls  it,  for 
in  referring  to  that  particular  fish  in  your  issue  of  the 
Gth  inst.,  he  says  it  was  not  only  the  largest  taken  by 
rod  and  line  in  that  section  of  the  river,  but  adds,  “ or 
for  that  matter  perhaps  in  any  other  river  in  Ireland.” 
That  statement  I pointed  out  was  totally  incorrect,  as 
salmon  of  much  heavier  weight  have  frequently  been 
taken  in  Irish  rivers. 

In  your  last  issue,  Mr  Hurley  tells  us  that  “ a salmon 
quite  as  large  as  the  4GJ  pounder,  and  several  others  up 
to  351b.  and  401b.  have  been  seen  rising  on  Mr.  Young’s 
preserves  during  tne  last  two  or  three  weeks.”  It  is 
most  difficult  to  estimate  the  correct  weight  of  salmon 
when  jumping  in  the  water.  It  is,  in  fact,  mere  guess- 
work, and  I do  not  think  any  reliance  should  be  placed 
on  such  haphazard  reports. — I am,  &c., 

___  Henry  Ffennell. 

MR.  HEARDER  AND  THE  TARPON. 

Sir,— I am  sorry  I omitted  to  mention  the  lengths  of 
the  two  tarpon  that  I preserved  for  Lieut.  Henn,  and 
which  you  illustrated  iu  your  paper  last  week.  They 
were  Gft.  3in.  and  Gt't.  5Jin.,  and  were  caught  on  a 8Jft. 
Greenheart  rod,  with  halt  a mullet  for  bait  on  a No.  3 
Exeter  sea  hook,  and  a superfine  Japanese  flax  line, 
which  we  make  specially  for  bass  and  tarpon  fishing. — 

I am,  &c.,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


A CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — You  stated  in  your  last  edition  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  you  were  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  Chan- 
cellor, of  Richmond,  for  the  photograph  of  the  Lynn, 
Lynmouth,  N.  Devon.  It  should  have  been  “ Mr.  A. 
Algernon  Chancellor.  ’ — I am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

A.  Algernon  Chancellor. 

LARGE  IRISH  AND  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Sir,  With  reference  to  the  “ calumnious  charge,” 
as  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  (alias  “ Pismuscator)  terms  it,  if  he 
was  not  personally  concerned  in  the  transaction  of 
pushing  a 31b.  jack  down  the  inside  of  a 211b.  pike 
previous  to  weighing  it,  he  knows  very  well  who  was 
and  where  it  was  done,  so  that  if  he  is  inclined  to  name 
the  party,  let  him  do  so,  and  if  he  forgets  the  year  it 
occurred  I can  jog  his  memory. 

I knew  but  little  of  “ Yorkshireman’s  ” letter,  and 
nothing  about  “ The  Ghost  of  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,” 
although  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  fancies  I did,  and  as  to 
“ veiled  allegations,”  such  things  I leave  to  him.  I 
only  deal  in  facts.  His  “careful  study  of  surrounding 
conditions,  &e.,”  lands  him  in  fogs  and  inaccuracies — 
the  usual  case  with  people  who  “jump  at  conclusions.” 

With  regard  to  my  371b.  and  361b.  pike,  it  is  quite  im- 
material which  of  their  heads  is  the  case  in  point : that 
of  my  361b.  fish  is  exactly  12[m.*  measured  straight  from 
tip  of  jaw  to  edge  of  gill  cover,  and  13Jin.  (barely)  round 
the  curve  of  jaw  and  cheek,  thus  leaving  33Jin.  for  its 
body,  which  is  of  considerably  larger  girth  all  over  than 
the  Lough  Conn  pike. 

This  reply  as  to  measurement  will  answer  Mr.  C.  S. 
Patterson,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  whose  remarks  I don’t  quite 
understand,  viz. — “ that  Mr.  Jardine  seems  to  consider 
weighing  at  railway  stations  unsatisfactory  . . . but 

he  omits  to  say  that  it  is  only  on  this  occasion  ” ; also 
“that  surely  Mr.  Jardine  would  have  entered  his  protest 
if  he  had  not  approved  of  this  method  of  weighing.”  I 
can  assure  Mr.  C.  S Patterson,  M.B.,  M R C.S.,  that 
I entirely  protest  against  weighing  at  railway  stations, 
and  I never  have  had  fish  weighed  at  such  places.  He 
quotes  my  allusion  as  to  “ figures  and  facts,  &c.,”  which 
I reiterate  for  his  advantage. 

I have  to-day  measured  a cast  (made  and  painted  by 
the  late  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe)  of  a 301b.  pike — a nice  round 
fish,  netted  in  the  month  of  August ; it  had  no  roe,  and 
no  31b.  jack  inside  it.  Its  flat  length,  from  tip  of  nose 
to  fork  of  tail,  is  45in. ; length  of  head,  12in.  ; extreme 
girth,  23Jin ; dorsal  girth,  19|in.  ; wrist,  lOJin.  This 
cast,  with  others  much  larger,  also  preserved  specimens 
of  pike  up  to  361b.  and  3710.  weight,  was  exhibited  this 
evening  in  the  salon  of  the  Serapis  Angling  Society.— I 
am,  yours,  &c.,  Alfred  Jardine. 

Oct.  24; 

Sir, — The  thanks  of  your  readers  are  surely  due  to 
Dr.  Patterson,  who  has  thrown  so  welcome  a flood  of 
light  upon  the  mysterious  divergence  between  the 
relative  weights  and  measurements  of  Mr.  Jardine’s 
principal  pike  and  the  37-pounder  caught  by  Mr.  Cock- 
burn  in  Lough  Conn.  The  cause  is  now  as  clear  as  day- 
light— Mr.  Jardine’s  fish  are  elastic  pike,  measuring 
different  lengths  and  girths  at  different  times.  Science, 
1 fear,  will  supply  no  explanation  to  this  extraordinary 
phenomenon,  so  1 expect  the  true  reason  to  be  that  those 
English  pike  are  like  the  frog  of  the  fable,  and  blow 
themselves  out  on  the  approaoh  of  an  Irish  rival.  In 
the  fable,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  frog  burst  in  its 
attempt  to  reach  the  size  of  the  bull.  I should,  myself, 
be  very  angry  if  the  371b.  Lough  Conn  fish  treated  me  in 
this  scurvy  manner,  after  the  trouble  I took  in  ascertain- 
ing its  measurements  ; but  I have  more  faith  in  the 
integrity  of  Irish  pike  than  to  anticipate  anything  of  the 
hind.  E.  T.  Sachs. 

East  Molesey.  _____ 


Sir,— 1 have  no  doubt  that  it  will  suit  Mr.  Jardine 
very  well  to  transfer  the  discussion  from  weights  and 
measurements  of  fish  to  the  question  of  the  identity  of 
“ Pismuscator,”  which  occupies  so  much  of  his  valuable 
time,  to  the  neglect  of  the  matter  in  hand.  So  far  as 
this  is  concerned,  I see  no  use  in  taking  into  serious 
consideration  anything  that  Mr.  Jardine  advances  after 
his  contention  that  solid  flesh  does  not  weigh  more  than 
spawn.  Argument  on  any  given  subject  premises  rudi- 
mentary knowledge,  at  least,  on  the  part  of  the  arguing 
parties. 

It  is  always  a pleasure  to  read  of  the  exploits  of 
celebrated  anglers,  and  therefore  we  should  be  grateful 
to  Mr.  Jardine  for  recounting  the  skilful  way  in  which 
he  caught  his  big  pike,  irrelevant  though  it  may  be  to 
the  subject  in  band,  and  despite  the  fact  that  many  of 
us  have  heard  the  story  a few  times  before.  Mr.  Jardine 
would  add  to  the  debt  which  readers  of  the  F.  G.  owe 
him  already  if  he  were  to  favour  them  with  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  a large  trout,  weighing  191b.  or  so, 
which  I understand  he  caught  some  years  ago  in  the 
West,  and  which  was  weighed-in  at  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  what  time  Mr.  Jardine  was  a member  of  the 
same.  I have  read  with  interest  and  profit  Mr.  Jardine’s 
accounts  in  the  F.  G.  of  his  angling  feats,  but,  unless  my 
memory  plays  me  false,  I do  not  think  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  this  remarkable  fish  has  ever  appeared. 

Pismuscator. 

COLOUR  OF  RODS. 

Sir, — lam  glad  to  reply  to  “Enquirer’s”  letter  on 
this  subject.  The  colouring  of  rods  should  be  carefully 
considered. 

I expect  the  Itchen  anglers  mentioned  by  him  painted 
the  middle  joint  of  their  rods  because  this  joint  hap- 
pened to  be  made  of  some  conspicuously  coloured 

* See  John  Bickerdyke'a  “ Angling  for-Pike,”  p.  3. 
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Anglers’  Hotels,  Fishing  Quarters, 

&c. 

SALMON  FISHING. 

PANMUEE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

I71XOKLLKNT  SALMON  and  TROUT  KIHIIINQ  on 
\j  NORTH  B8K,  FRHHto  Hotel  VUltora.  Bteldte 
the  Hotel  water,  the  Hplondld  Troutlng  Streams 
of  Olenuak,  tu  whloh  Trout  of  good  elze  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  easy  dlstanoo.  Thin  In  a quiet  and 
beautiful  rotreat,  and  the  flnhing  1m  good  all  the  Hpring 
and  Bummer  monthe.  Golf  ooureo  bonide  Hotel. 
Shooting  over  1600  aoren  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepers  and  dogn  kept.  Partloularn  on  application. 
KHITH  KNOWLK8.  Proprietor 

CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Hrmtly,  Aberdeenshire. 

I^lREE  TROUTING  on  Dovoron,  Bogle,  Isla, 
and  other  noted  trout  streams  ; and  Grilse 
and  Autumn  Salmon  Angling  over  miles  of  the 
River  Deveron. 

A.  B.  GRANT,  Proprietor. 

BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  River 
Deveron,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 


DEESIDE  HYDROPATHIC  FISHINGS. 

THESE  Fishings,  which  lnolude  the  Heathoot 
and  Murtle  portions  of  the  River  Dee  (over 
two  miles),  are  cow  wholly  reserved  for  visitors 
at  the  Hydro.  Terms  /or  Anglert  £2  6».  per 
week;  after  May,  £3;  and  in  Sept,  and  Oct., 
£3  lOt. — Dn.  Stkwsrt,  Heathoot,  Aberdeen. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT’S. 

K VKIlY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  AnglorH  and  othorw.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  Ac.  Writ©  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospectB  of  sport  before  coming; 
rIho  soo  “Itiver  Reports.” 

WM.  NASH.  Proprietor. 


COLCOMBE  CASTLE  HOTEL, 

COLYTON,  DEVON. 

17USIIIN0  within  whort  distance  of  the  Hotel. 

Six  Miles  of  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Coly  and 
Axe.  Good  Peal  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the 
Coly  and  Axe  up  to  the  llHh  November. 

Visitors  allowed  Freo  Fishing  on  production 
of  5s.  weekly  ticket,  which  may  bo  obtained  of 
the  proprietor,  R.  HOOK. 


BORDER  ESK, 

LONUTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Gentlemen. 
Close  to  river. 

Apply  T.  STORY, 

WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


E7I0R  PURE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
SCENERY  in  England  you  must  go  to 
TORRINGTON.  The  Proprietor  of  the 

HOTEL 

Has  many  miles  of  Preserved  Water.  Good 
SALMON,  TSOUT,  & PEEL  PISHING 

for  Visitors.  The  town  haB  a splendid  Bowling 
Green  overlooking  the  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
River  Torridge.  Torrington  is  designated  the 
modern  Jerusalem.  Hotel  'Bus  meets  all  trains. 
Tariff  on  Application. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day’ll  Fishing  In  the  350  acres  of 
wator,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous."— 
Angler' t Diary. 


Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTOlf , SOUTH  DEVON. 


VERY  moderate  ohargets,  facing  the  Bea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  4 00  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  Ashing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

I DOWSE.  Proprietor 


LLANYMYNECH. 

VISITORS  to  this  favourite  angling 
’ station  and  lovely  neighbourhood  can 


obtain  the  very  best  ACCOMMODATION, 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  by  address- 
ing as  under — 


Mi>s.  KOBE  FITS, 

Lion  Hotel.  Llanymynech.  Oswestry. 


DEAL. 


The  Fishing  Season  lias  now  commenced, 
and  good  takes  are  being  made  daily. 

ROYAL  HOTEL, 

Situated  on  the  beach,  offers  special  terms 
to  fishermen.  Hoard,  6s.  Gd.  per  day ; 
bedrooms  from  2s.  Gd.,  according  to 
position.  A.  S.  VINCE,  Proprietor. 


Till!  LIGHTEST  RODS  IN  USE.  Weight  7 tolOoz. 

Booth’s  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4-s.8d.  cash  only. 

12  feet,  stand-up  rings,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box. 

Carriage  paid  for  4}d.  extra. 

“ Constant  use  for  7 years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  fourtimes  the  money  for 
it.’’— Marston,  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

SPLIT  CANE 
American  Fly  Rod,  two  tops,  nickel  flttiDgs,  wood 
cate,  10s  fid 

FINE  DRAWN  GrTJT, 

xxx,  15  inch,  4s.  per  100;  undrawn,  17  inch,  2s.  9d. 
per  100;  3 yard  Gut  Cast,  strong,  2s.  lOd.  per  doz. 
Light  4-Joint  Sheffield  Roach  Rod,  4s.  2d. 
If  not  approved  money  returned. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon-street,  Hull, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Got  Merchant. 


JAMES  W RIGHT, 

SPBOUSTON,  KELSO. 

TXIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts 


TAYNDIliT  HOTEL, 

ARGYLLSHIRE,  N.B. 

RPLENDID  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  famous  River  Awe  FREE  to  Visitors. 
Good  Trout  Fishing  on  Five  Miles  of  the  River 
Nant  can  he  had  on  payment  of  a small  fee. 
Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and  Brown 
Trout  on  Loch  Nant  Free. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  HOTEL,  OBAN. 

FIRST-CLASS.  

Clone  to  Station  and  Piers. — JOHN 

McKENZIE  (from  Trossachs  Hotel),  Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT  TROjT  AND  GRAYLING  FISHING 

TE1YBTTBY. 


FREE  to  Visitors  staying  in  SWAN  HOTEL,  also 
in  addition  Three  Miles  of  Association  Water  (by 
“ticket”),  and  Three  Miles  of  splendid  Grayling  Fishing 
(by  fly  only).  Fish  plentiful. 

Reduced  Tariff  for  Anglers.  Special  terms  for 
families  wishing  to  spend  winter  months. 

Three  packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

Spacious  Coffee,  Sitting,  and  Billiard  Rooms. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


PBRTHCSHIR  E. 

STANLEY,  N B, 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  4‘  Briggs  ” in  Putich  landing  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful;  climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address — “Hotel,”  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 


MERCERS  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  BELFAST. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  Free  to  Visitors 
stopping  at  this  Hotel.  Commercial, 
Coffee,  Billiard,  and  Bath  Rooms.  All 
the  latest  sanitary  improvements. 

ROBERT  KIRK,  Proprietor. 


PEI  EE  PI  SHI  HO. 
8ALE0H  TROUT,  PIKE,  FER0X,  and 
LARGE  GILLAR00. 

M VGN15TOENT  LAKE  SCENERY,  tm.nrpan.ed 
In  any  part  of  Ireland 

CARLISLE  ARMS,  CONG,  CONNEMARA. 

J.  B.  O'DONOHOE,  Proprietor 
Nearest  Station,  Balllnrobe  (5  miles),  or  dally  Steamei 
from  Galway  lands  passengers  within  l mile  of  Hotel. 
FULL  PATU’IOULARH  UPON  APPLICATION 


SHANNON  & LGOBH  OERG, 

KILLALOE,  fBKLAJSTD. 

Aff  OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

■AM-  Grlsle,  and  Trout  Flailing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station ; also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  8.  J.  HURLEY,  Klllaloe, 
Co.  Clare, Ireland.  N.B. -The  Oreen  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thousands. 


Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel.”— Charles  Dickeni. 

THE  ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS 


VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 


BED,  BBEAKFAST,  AND  ATTENDANCE  TOE  6a. 


THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  &o. 


( a A AD  uu A HT li  lit)  OF  van  FLYFIAUDRS  ULUb.j 


of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz. 
of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


SOLVED  AT  EAST  ! 

The  problem  that  has  perplexed  anglers  from 
Isaac  Walton  till  now. 

BEAVEN’S  DISGORGER 


Will  extract  a gorge  hook  with  ease.  To  be  had 
of  any  Tackle  Shop,  or  of  E.  BEAVEN, 
Hyde  Side,  Edmonton.  Price  Is.  post  free. 


H.  WHITTY, 

Successor  to  the  late 

J.  EDMONDSON, 

Fishing  Rod , Fly , and 
Tackle  Maker. 

Amateurs  and  Others  supplied 
with  Choice  Seasoned  Wood,  Good 
Gut,  and  every  variety  of  Feathers 
and  Material  for  Fly  Making,  &c. 


ONLY  ADDRESSES 

IS,  EASNETT  STREET, 
& V,  QUEEN  AVENUE, 

CASTLE  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

Telephone,  5611. 

Telegrams,  “ Fishing,”  Liverpool. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Lovoncnsis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Grayling, 

FOR  SLA-LIE. 

For  Price  List  apply  to 

THOS.  ANDREWS, 

Westgato  House. 

G-XJILIDFOI^ID. 
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material.  I have  no  doubt  these  anglers  have  thought 
carefully  over  the  matter,  and  are  trying  practical 
experiments.  This  makes  the  successful  fisherman. 

Rods  are  of  so  many  colours.  If  “Enquirer”  had 
said  what  the  “ordinary”  one  was,  the  “ mystery  of  a 
middle  joint  ” might  be  easier  to  elucidate.  I like  dull 
colours  for  rods,  and  have  a great  objection  to  bright 
varnish.  Watch  a new  fly-rod  in  use  when  the  sun  is 
shining,  and  see  what  a flash  the  rod  makes  as 
the  line  travels.  I remember  a letter  on  this 
subject  some  years  ago.  An  angler  had  tried  one 
special  trout  very  many  times,  but  had  never  hooked 
him.  On  making  a new  rod,  he  was  so  anxious  to  try  its 
power,  that  he  made  a cast  or  two  before  varnishing  it ; 
and,  on  putting  a fly  over  his  wary  old  customer,  got 
him  instantly.  This  he  entirely  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  no  warning  flash  was  made  by  the  rod. 

I do  not  think  that  colouring  part  of  the  rod  is  a new 
idea.  Some  of  my  old  rods  are  in  two  colours.  A cane 
roach  rod,  about  18ft.,  is  black,  except  the  butt  and 
part  of  the  next  joint ; I can’t  call  it  a white  cane  roach 
rod,  though  it  is  made  of  that  material.  I painted  the 
rod,  as  I noticed  the  white  varnished  cane  “flashed” 
directly  over  the  swim.  I had  no  dark  green  paint  at 
the  time,  or  should  have  used  that  colour.  The  butt  I 
left  alone,  as  it  is  not  over  the  fish.  I am  certain  many 
more  roach  would  be  taken  in  clear  water  if  these  sea 
rods  were  of  a dull  colour.  Another  rod  is  so  knocked 
about  and  weather-beaten  that  it  is  hard  to  say  what 
the  original  colour  was.  the  top  is  dark  green.  I prefer 
this  colour  when  tight  floating  from  the  bank  for  bream 
where  rushes  abound  ; of  course,  before  the  rushes  turn 
brown.  I have  an  old  blackened  fly  rod,  the  top  was  a 
shiny  yellow  when  new ; this  I soon  obliterated,  and  the 
dingy  old  favourite  would  certainly  not  now  be  selected 
by  a novice  in  preference  to  some  of  the  wonderfully 
got  up  rods  in  the  tackle  makers’  windows.  I really 
cannot  see  the  practical  advantage  of  silver-plated 
ferrules,  &c.,  on  a rod  ; they  naturally  command  a 
larger  prioe,  but  where  is  the  extra  utility  P 

I should  much  like  to  know  what  is  the  least  visible 
colour — a dull  grey  might  suit,  but  much  depends  on  the 
day  and  the  situation.  A friend  with  whom  I have 
lately  discussed  the  subject,  says  all  colours  viewed  from 
below  against  the  sky  are  black — perhaps  he  is  right. 
Glitter  of  any  sort  is  the  real  thing  to  avoid. 

As  regards  clothing,  I don’t  admire  high  collars,  big 
cuffs,  and  startling  headgear  when  fishing.  A suit  of 
green  might  assist  anglers  to  make  a big  basket,  as 
“ Enquirer  ” suggests  ; I am  sure  they  often  have  “ a fit 
of  the  blues  ! ” Has  “ Enquirer  ” ever  heard  the  tale  of 
the  major  who  clothed  himself  in  bark  when  trout  fish- 
ing ? It  is  a good  one. 

Joking  apart,  the  colouring  of  rods  should  be  more 
carefully  observed,  and  I think  many  makers  would  do 
well  to  avoid  turning  out  such  gaudy  patterns,  especially 
in  roach  rods,  the  quieter  the  colour  the  less  chance  of 
scaring  a fish.  Floats  are  generally  all  highly  coloured  ; 
I take  most  of  it  off  and  repaint,  the  lower  part 
especially. 

Walton  says  much  on  the  colouring  of  rods  (page  308 
of  the  edition  before  me).  He  only  mentions  green,  and 
his  recipe  is  curious.  On  the  same  page  he  gives  direc- 
tions for  “ colouring  your  hair  ” (angleresses*  please 
note). — I am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Weybridge.  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 

FISHING  AT  BAD  BOLL. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a 
letter  in  your  paper  from  Sir  Rose  Price  which  astonishes 
me.  With  the  fishing  at  Bad  Boll  I have  nothing  to  do, 
nor  have  I any  wish.  But  some  of  his  remarks,  I 
think,  call  for  reply.  I am  amused  at  his  division  of 
fishermen  into  three  classes— fishermen,  dry-fly  fisher- 
men, duffers.  We’ll  leave  the  poor  duffers  alone, 
with  the  kindly  wish  that  their  dufferdom  may  soon 
cease. 

Now  it  appears  to  me  that  the  thoroughly  sound 
first-class  fisherman  should  in  his  fishing  attain- 
ments include  the  art  of  being  a first-class  dry- 
fly  man.  If  he  be  not  this  he  certainly  has  no 
claim  to  be  a first-class  fisherman  at  all.  The 
good  dry-fly  fisherman — although  Sir  Rose  Price  does 
say  most  erroneously  that  his  knowledge  is  limited  to 
slow-running  chalk  streams — knows  all  that  the  all-round 
fisherman  does,  and  very  likely  a little  over  and  above. 
I know  scores  of  good  dry-fly  men,  and  I know  perhaps 
half  a dozen  first-rate  ones.  Every  one  of  these  dry-fly 
men  is  a very  good  all-round  fisherman,  and  can  catch 
fish  in  any  water,  Orkney,  Skye,  or  elsewhere,  exactly 
as  well  as  any  one  of  the  persons  who  pretend  to  look 
with  scorn  on  all  dry-fly  fishermen.  I have  seen  the  dry- 
fly  man,  times  without  number,  put  into  strange  waters, 
where  there  was  no  need  of  a dry-fly,  and  have  watched 
him  catch  fish  after  fish,  and  fill  his  creel  with  ease.  I 
have  seen  the  person  whom  Sir  Rose  Price  designates  the 
all-round  fisherman  toil  on  and  on,  day  by  day,  and  week 
after  week,  on  the  Test,  and  catch  never  one  single  fish, 
simply  because  he  would  not  or  could  not  attain  the  art  of 
throwing  a good  dry  fly.  I do  not  know  of  an  oxception 
to  the  rule  that  the  really  good  dry  fly  man  knows  all 
that  the  all- round  man  knows,  and  has  the  immense 
advantage  of  his  dry  fly  knowledge  over  and  above.  I 
am  somewhat  amused,  too,  at  Sir  Bose  Price  boldly  put- 
ting his  son  of  fourteen  down  as  a first-class  fisherman 
after  only  six  years’  experience.  Six  years’  experience 
can  scarcely  turn  out  a first-class  fisherman  even  after  a 
sojourn  in  Orkney  and  Skye.  In  these  regions  the  fish 
aro  not  absolute  Solomons  to  my  certain  knowledge. 
I was  in  Skye  the  other  day,  and  I saw  a man 
who  had  never  fished  in  his  life  before,  sally  forth 

f fcnfininf?  of  angGr 


and  come  home  with  twenty-six  trout  that  he  had 
caught  with  a fly.  I have  known  four  good  all-round 
fishermen  fish  the  Test  for  a whole  season  and  catch 
never  one  single  fish  among  them,  while  the  dry-fly  men 
were  taking  fine  fish  day  after  day.  I could  write 
plenty  more  on  this  subject  but  cui  bono  ? I don’t  think 
these  soi-disant  first-class  all-round  fishermen,  though 
wholly  ignorant  of  one  important  branch  of  fishing, 
would  be  persuaded  that  dry-fly  work  was  higher  art 
than  the  chuck-and-chance-itgame,  even  though  one  rose 
from  the  dead  to  try. — I am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Frank  N.  Streatfeild. 

Sir, — Mr.  Norman  says  my  letter  is  a libel  upon  his 
club.  I think  the  club  has  an  able  solicitor  ! How  is  it 
a libel  ? 

Firstly,  then,  the  club  has  no  proprietary  rights  what- 
ever at  jtlad  Boll.  Mr.  Knowles  says  : “ The  lease  has 
not  yet  been  made  over  to  the  Bad  Boll  Club,  and  they 
are  in  no  way  responsible.”  Mr.  Norman  : “ The  water 
has  in  no  way  during  last  season  been  under  its  (the 
club’s)  management.”  Farther,  nets  were  found  on  the 
river  between  Bad  Boll  and  the  Wutach  Mill  within  the 
last  month,  and  Bogner  (the  hotel  manager)  refused  to 
interfire,  whereupon  one  of  the  club’s  directors  remon- 
strated with  Mr.  Schuster,  and  received  a smart  rebuff 
for  his  interference. 

Secondly,  I wrote  about  the  Bad  Boll  fishing,  which  is 
quite  different  to  the  Wutach  fishery.  As  to  the  Bad 
Boll  fisning,  Mr.  Knowles  says:  “Commencing  about 
twelve  miles  from  hotel,  river  i3  under-let.”  Mr. 
Norman  : “ Angling  confined  to  a small  portion  of  the 
stream.”  No  hotel  could  be  in  a worse  position  for  the 
fishery  than  the  Bad  Boll  Hotel. 

As  to  my  other  remarks  let  us  compare  other  opinions. 

Rough  Water. — The  P.M.G.  writer : “ A tearing 
mountain  torrent.”  Sir  Rose  Price  : “ Fast,  rough  bit 
of  water.”  E.  T.  S.  (in  Field,  Oct.  13)  : “ In  few  places 
is  the  bottom  gravel,  it  consists  of  loose  slabs  than  which 
nothing  is  more  tiring,  for  every  other  slab  one  treads 
on  tilts  up,  and  when  one  is  not  being  tilted  one  is  being 
tripped  up.” 

Overfished. — Sir  Rose  Price  : “ Steadily  flogged  since 
April.”  Mr.  Norman  : “ Of  course  water  much  fished.” 
E.  T.  S.  : “ Fourteen  rods  the  week  before.” 

The  Dry  Fly. — According  to  Sir  Rose  Price,  dry  fly- 
fishermen  should  keep  away.  E.  T.  S.  : “ Dry  fly  is 
not  required.”  The  P.M.G.  writer:  “Not  more  than 
two  or  three  pools  in  each  mile  capable  of  holding  large 
fish.”  But  Mr.  Norman  differs:  “ Exceeding  well  with 
dry  fly  in  all  parts  of  the  river.” 

Weight  of  Fish. — E.  T.  S.  : “ He  caught  thirty-seven 
trout,  nineteen  of  which  he  brought  home.  . . . lOin.  is 
the  rule  of  the  water.”  Ought  a lOin.  trout  to  weigh 
Jib.  ? 

Below  Achdorf. — E.  T.  S. : Mr.  Knowles  and  myself 
both  did  well.  Because  it  is  less  fished.  Why  ? Because 
it  is  so  difficult  to  get  at  from  Bad  Boll  ? 

Mr.  Knowles  : “ Achdorf,  only  about  nine  miles, 
easily  reached.” 

E.  T.  S.  : “ And  such  miles  ! ” 

I think  nearly  twelve.  But  produce  the  fisherman 
who  has  driven  it  under  two  hours  ! The  horses  walk 
half  the  way.  Horses  are  very  difficult  to  get,  and 
very  expensive.  Mr.  Norman  implies  that  the  aged 
angler  walks  it.  I know  he  did  not.  No  fisherman 
walks  it.  The  four  best  hours  of  the  day  (early  morn 
and  late  evening),  wasted  driving. 

Mr.  Norman:  “If  fishermen  wish  to  stay  the  night, 
plenty  of  accommodation  at  Achdorf  and  Wutaon 
Mill.” 

E,  T.  S.  : “ Couple  of  bedrooms  at  Achdorf.” 

Which  overlook  a cesspool.  At  the  mill  one,  possibly 
two.  Why  live  at  Bad  Boll,  then  ? 

“ Wish  to  stay  ! ” You  must  stay  at  a different  place 
to  Bad  Boll  to  get  conveniently  at  the  best  water. 

That  cliff.- — The  aged  angler  told  me  he  knew  it 
well.  Mr.  Norman’s  assertion  is  strengthened  by 
abuse. 

Mr.  Norman  : “ Certainly  a part  of  the  river”  (over 
two-thirds  of  the  Bad  Boll  water)  “ is  in  a deep  gorge, 
how  is  this  an  objection  ? ” 

E.  T.  S.  : •“  The  nature  of  the  banks  render  it  abso- 
lutely imperative  that  the  angler  wades,”  . . . best 

fishing  in  ravines  several  miles  in  length  . . . 

approach  to  same  on  foot  alone.  This  means  a tramp 
of  several  miles  up  and  down  stream  in  waders.  A 
walk  of  three  miles  down  stream  from  tho  hotel,  without 
fishing,  entails  fording  river  sixteen  times.” 

I underrated  it  at  sixteen  crossings  (suoh  ones  !)  to 
the  Wutach  Mill,  it  is  nearer  twenty-six. 

Who  paid  for  the  parr  E.  T.  S.  “put  in  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  State.” 

Mr.  Norman  : “ What  true  sportsman  does  not  find 
fishing  very  hard  work  P ” I don’t,  as  a rule,  ergo  I am 
no  sportsman,  merely  a duffer!  E.  T.  S.  : “ It  is  hard 
work.  . . . Put  on  waders  before  breakfast,  take 

them  off  late  in  the  evening.  . . . Sometimes 

wading  . . . quite  as  frequently  traversing  tediously 

long  high  roads  and  often — far  too  often — climbing  pre- 
cipitous hills,  always  in  the  fiercest  sun  (except)  when 
in  wood  . . . trouble  keeping  tackle  and  other 

belongings  from  undergrowth.” 

And  again,  “ waders  giving  your  legs  vapour  baths  for 
two  weeks,”  What  sport ! — Your  correspondent, 

The  Disappointed  Angler. 

CRUCIAN  CARP. 

Dear  Sir,, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readen 
kindly  tell  me  the  weight  of  the  heaviest  crucian  oarp 
that  has  been  taken  p By  so  doing  it  vyill  oblige — yours 
truly,  ' H,T 


FAULTY  LEGISLATION  IN  FRANCE  AS 
TO  FISH  PRESERVATION. 

The  period  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing  iB  closed,  and 
this  affords  us  an  opportunity  of  again  expressing  tho 
wish  that  this  closure  may  be  as  little  as  possible  a 
fiction,  so  that  the  best  fish  may  be  protected  while 
breeding  by  the  only  efficacious  means  possible,  tho 
rigorous  prohibition  of  hawking  or  selling  them.  Those 
times  are  long  since  past  when  the  officers  in  garrison 
in  some  towns  of  Brittany,  who  were  arranging  for  their 
board,  made  it  a condition  that  they  should  only  be 
served  with  salmon  twice  a week  ! Salmon  has  now 
become  so  rare  in  French  waters  that,  were  it  not  for 
importations  from  Scotland  and  Norway,  the  Vatels  of 
Paris  would  often  be  reduced  to  repeat  the  gastronomic 
folly  of  their  illustrious  predecessor. 

These  importations  intended  to  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  the  Parisian  stomach  we  do  not  condemn,  but 
we  may  be  permitted  to  remark  that  they  too  often  con- 
ceal and  facilitate  the  illicit  sale  of  fish  caught  in  France 
in  complete  contravention  of  the  law.  Salmon  and  trout 
coming  to  the  Paris  markets  have  a leaden  seal  fastened 
to  one  of  the  gills  stating  from  whence  they  came. 
Does  this  seal,  however,  afford  a sufficient  guarantee  ? 
It  is  very  seldom  that  fish,  especially  the  salmon,  is  of  so 
small  a size  as  to  be  sold  entire  ; it  is  almost  always 
sold  by  the  kilogramme  (about  two  pounds  English). 
Nothing  is  easier  than  to  preserve  the  head,  to  which  is 
attached  the  leaden  seal,  the  stamp  representing  the 
certificate  of  origin,  and  thus  sell,  by  means  of  this 
subterfuge,  two  or  three  other  salmon  caught  in  French 
waters.  As  far  as  game  is  concerned,  the  law,  which 
desired,  or  at  least  proposed,  to  really  protect  it,  has 
taken  good  care  not  to  permit  this  right  of  certifying 
by  a seal,  hares  and  partridges  imported  from 
abroad.  True  it  is  that  grouse,  moorfowl,  and 
some  other  game  birds  are  allowed  to  be  imported  even 
during  the  close  season,  but  that  is  simply  because  they 
do  not  exist  in  France  ; but  the  law  has  rigorously  pro- 
hibited the  hawking  and  sale  of  all  French  game.  Why 
is  not  this  the  case  with  fish  ? If  the  importation  of 
fish  specially  frequenting  foreign  waters  were  authorised, 
nobody  would  make  the  least  objection,  but  we  have  the 
right  to  express  our  astonishment  that,  wishing  to  pre- 
serve fish  as  much  as  game,  they  are  so  differently 
legislated  for. 

We  have,  however,  to  thank  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  for  the  excellent  decision  he  Uas  taken  with 
regard  to  the  bo utiques  (fishing  boats  in  which  fish  are 
kept)  and  fish  boxes  of  the  anglers  and  wine  merchants 
of  the  banks  of  the  Seine  near  Paris.  This  sort  of  pre- 
serve, always  abundantly  filled,  although  drawn  upon 
incessantly,  has  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the  depopula- 
tion of  the  Seine  waters.  The  close  of  the  fishing  season 
almost  always  coincides  with  the  reproduction  of  the  fish. 
When  some  river  prowler  has  succeeded  in  discovering 
a lot  of  spawn  ( coup  de  frai ),  these  aquatic  stores  are 
always  ready  to  open  their  lattice  work  shutters  to 
reoeive  the  enormous  captures  the  poacher  has  made. 
To  oblige  the  vendors  of  fried  fish  and  matelotes  (fish 
served  up  with  wine  sauce)  to  sell  off  their  stock  in  a 
oertain  time,  as  the  game  dealer  is  obliged  to  sell  off 
hares  and  partridges  left  unsold  when  the  shooting 
season  is  over,  that  is  the  first  step  on  the  road  we  have 
pointed  out.  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be  the  last. — Trans- 
lated from  Le  Temps. 


WHAT  IS  AN  AD  ? 

The  life-blood  of  modern  business. 

A money-maker,  getter,  and  saver. 

A flash  of  information  to  all  the  people. 

A lover  of  trade. 

The  key-note  of  progress  in  the  march  to  suooess. 

The  dealers’  sure  road  to  success. 

A medium  for  the  increase  of  business. 

That  which  booms  tho  place  and  enriches  the 
advertiser. 

A means  of  communioating  items  of  interest  to  wide- 
awake people. 

An  intelligent  message  to  intelligent  people,  profiting 
sender  and  receiver. 

Personal  and  public  benefits  are  derivod  from  its 
judicious  application. 

A notice  that  brings  best  returns  for  the  least  money. 

An  indispensable  medium  to  success  and  business 
enlargement. 

A helpmate  to  prosperity  in  business. — Exchange. 


A Wonderful  Catch  of  Pike. — Visitors  to  the  Q 
Hotel  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  were  enabled 
to  pass  criticism  on  an  abnormally  large  take  of  pike 
there  exhibited  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  angling 
society  connected  with  the  house.  The  take  consisted 
of  ten  pike,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  over  Gfilb.,  and 
caught  at  Dogdyke,  Lincolnshire,  by  that  most  ardent 
lover  of  the  "gentle  art,”  Mr.  Charles  Burman.  The 
largest  of  the  fish — and  larger,  we  understand,  than 
any  ever  caught  in  this  district,  with  the  exception  of 
one  killed  about  three  years  ago  at  Glasson  Dock,  near 
Lancaster,  by  Harry  Abrahams,  weighing  (ioz.  more 
than  the  one  in  question — weighed  131b.  Its  length  is 
over  a yard,  and  its  girth  17in.  Mr.  Shaw,  the  host  of 
the  house,  has  sent  it  to  Messrs.  Coope>’  and  Sons, 
London,  and,  on  its  return,  it  will  be  exhibited  for  a 
time  at  tho  Q Inn,  aftor  which  it  will  be  sent  to  Leeds 
for  exhibition.  It  may  be  added  that  Mr.  Burman 
landed  the  fish  himself  by  tho  aid  of  tho  landing  net, 
and  that  ho  had  a rare  timo  of  it  for  about  tvyonty 
mjnutes. — Stalyhridge  Reporter, 
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THE  I’lSOATOBTAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  supper  of  tlio  Piscatorial  Society  oamo  off 
at  tbo  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday  InHt,  at  which 
upwards^  of  sovonty  members  and  friends  assembled. 
Mr.  It.  E.  Hooker  presided,  in  the  unavoidable  absence 
Owing  to  ill-health  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  (bon.  treasurer), 
Mr.  Edward  Foroman  ooeupying  tbo  vice-chair.  Tbo 
menu  (unbraced  sovcral  cboico  dishes,  red  mullet  and 
whitobait  being  followed  by  tripe  and  onions,  thas 
keeping  up  the  traditional  character  of  tbo  gathering, 
for  the  annual  suppor  of  the  Pisoatorials  has  nover  boen 
considered  complete  unless  that  savoury  entrda  was 
placod  upon  the  table.  The  chairman  was  supported  by 
a host  of  well-known  anglers,  among  them  Drs.  Brunton, 
Coats,  Patterson,  and  Startin,  Messrs.  C.  C.  and  R.  C. 
Blundell,  F.  G.  Bridgman,  Edgar  Baker,  Thomss 
Crumplen,  W.  T.  Galloway,  Henry  Gray,  Honry 
Harden,  L.  li.  Lefcvre,  C.  H.  O’Dowd,  E.  T.  Sachs, 
George  Smith,  C.  Stallibrass,  W.  Thomas,  E.  J. 
Walker,  G.  H.  Wheeloy,  and  many  others.  The 
Society  was  also  honoured  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  W. 
Dendy  Sadler,  the  famous  artist,  whose  “Peg-down 
Matoli  ” and  other  angling  pictures  are  universally 
known  and  admired.  A telegram  was  received  during 
the  evoning  from  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  the  venerable 
president  of  the  society,  who  is  now  located  at  Deal, 
conveying  his  hearty  good  wishes  to  all  members  and 
friends.  Supper  ended,  Mr.  Booker  expressed  his  great 
regret  at  the  circumstance  which  had  unexpectedly 
placed  him  in  the  chair,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was 
naturally  a pleasure  for  anyone  to  preside  over  such  a 
body  of  anglers,  members  of  a society  which  had  held 
its  annual  festive  gatherings,  in  one  form  or  another, 
now  for  sixty  years  past.  He  said  it  was  not  customary 
to  have  many  toasts  on  these  occasions,  but  as  loyal 
supporters  of  the  Crown  they  invariably  honoured  the 
toast  of  “ The  Queen,”  which  it  is  needless  to  say  was 
enthusiastically  received. 

The  only  other  toasts  were — “ Continued  Prosperity 
to  the  Piscatorial  Society,”  and  “ The  Chairman,”  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  E.  Foreman  and  accorded  full  musical 
honours.  The  business  character  of  the  meeting  was 
not  lost  sight  of,  three  new  candidates  for  membership 
being  proposed.  Although  no  special  arrangements  had 
been  made,  the  musical  and  elocutionary  talent  in  the 
room  proved  exceptionally  good,  and  the  society  was 
again  favoured  with  the  help  of  Mr.  W.  Fennings,  who 
not  only  ably  officiated  at  the  piano,  but  sang  one  or 
two  very  humorous  songs.  Dr.  Patterson  earned 
well-merited  applause  by  a couple  of  original  recita- 
tions, the  first  of  which,  somewhat  after  the 
pattern  of  ‘‘The  House  that  Jack  Built,”  was 
further  illustrated  by  some  funny  sketches,  which 
created  much  merriment  and  displayed  no  small 
artistic  skill.  Mr.  H.  W.  Blackmore  and  Mr.  Frank 
Moore  (old  piscatorial  favourites),  Mr.  Lockie,  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Back  also  rendered  most  effective  service,  whilst 
Mr.  A.  R.  Galloway  and  Mr.  Charles  Hughes  were  each 
warmly  applauded  for  their  exquisite  rendering  of 
several  tenor  songs.  The  singing  of  “ Auld  Lang  Syne  ” 
by  Dr.  Brunton  in  genuine  orthodox  fashion,  followed 
by  the  National  Anthem,  brought  the  proceedings  to  a 
close.  The  members  continue  to  enjoy  excellent  sport 
on  the  society’s  waters,  and  an  evening  is  to  be  specially 
devoted  to  an  exhibition  of  some  of  the  magnificent 
specimen  fish  taken  therein  during  the  present  year. 
Many  of  these  are  being  set  up  for  members  who  have 
caught  them;  others  are  to  be  added  to  the  society’s 
museum,  and  it  is  hoped  to  get  the  collection  together 
shortly,  and  have  them  all  on  view. 


WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


There  is  no  better-known  metropolitan  angling 
society  than  the  Gresham,  which  holds  its  weekly 
meetings  every  Tuesday  at  Masons’  Hall  Tavern, 
Basinghall-street.  Apart  from  the  renting  of  waters 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  its  members,  this  club  aims  at 
the  higher  branches  of  angling.  The  members  are  not 
satisfied  with  a most  complete  library  appertaining  to 
that  delightful  and  healthful  sport,  but  the  reading  of 
original  papers,  the  holding  of  exhibitions  of  preserved 
fish,  fly  and  bait  casting  tournaments,  &c.,  are  part  and 
parcel  of  the  club’s  programme.  In  preserved  specimen 
fish  there  is  a very  pretty  display  in  the  clubroom. 


Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Trout 

...  Lambourne 

...  3 8 

19in. 

Perch 

...  Private  ... 

...  3 7 

lfiin. 

Perch 

...  Do. 

...  2 14 

15iin. 

Perch 

...  Do.  ... 

...  1 15 

13jin. 

Perch 

...  Do.  ... 

...  3 0 

lfijin. 

Perch 

...  Do.  ... 

...  2 2 

15in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

...  26  0 

404in. 

Char 



lOin. 

Trout 

...  Loch  Levon 

1 8 

15jin. 

Pike 

...  Private  ... 

...  21  0 

37in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

...  19  8 

30in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

...  16  0 

34.Jin. 

Chub 

...  Thames  ... 

...  4 4 

19in. 

Roach 

...  Wensum  ... 

...  1 8 

12jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

...  1 8 

12iin. 

On  Wednesday,  17th  inst.,  Mr.  Porcival  C.  A.  Barker, 
of  St.  German’s  Hall,  Norfolk,  while  spinning  for  pike 
with  a bin.  Colorado  spoon  in  the  Middle  Level,  near 
Lord's  Bridge,  landed  a fish  in  fine  condition,  weighing 
2filb.,  being  44in.  in  length  and  22in.  in  girth. 


Ah  an  all-round  angling  society  the  Piscatorial  is  in  the  front  rank,  and  among  its  numerons  members  are  some 
of  the  best  known  and  experienced  angler-sportsmen  in  this  country.  Established  on  Oct.  16,  1836,  to  encourage 
sport  pure  and  simple,  its  career  has  boen  a most  pro<perous  one,  and  to  day  wo  find  120  aotivo  members  upon  the 
books.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  one  member,  Mr  Thomas  Ransome  Sachs,  has  supported  the  society  for  upwards 
of  filly  years,  and  is  now  tbo  respected  president  thereof.  A word  of  especial  piaise  is  due  to  the  energetic  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  1.  Galloway,  whoso  labours  have  been  no  sinecure,  and  have  tended  greatly  to  uphold  the 
society  s prestige.  No  society  is  more  favoured  in  the  matter  of  headquarters,  the  ‘'Piscatorial  Saloon”  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  being  elegantly  furnished  and  as  comfortable  as  a well-appointed  drawing  room.  The  library 
of  Ruling  works  is  very  complete,  whilst  the  museum  of  preserved  fish  and  fish  pictures,  &c.,  is  really  a grand  one. 
I ho  following  list  of  preserved  specimens  adorn  the  club  room. 

T 

Remarks. 


Very  pretty  fish. 
Do. 

Do. 


Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Caught  by. 

Length, 
ft.  in. 

Salmon  Hucho  ... 

...  Iller, Bavaria  .. 

22 

0 

Mr.  T.  Schwann  .. 

3 

5 

Trout  

...  Thames 

6 

4 

Mr.  Lamport 

2 

14 

Trout  

...  Do. 

8 

4 

Mr.  Lukin 

2 

2 

Trout  

...  Wandle 

5 

8 

Mr.  Lemann 

1 

9 

Trout  

...  Do. 

5 

8 

Do 

1 

9 

Trout 

...  Do. 

5 

0 

Do 

1 

8 

Trout  

...  Do. 

C 

1 

Do 

1 

11 

Trout  

...  Thames 

7 

0 

Do 

2 

12 

Trout 

...  New  Zealand  ... 

12 

f>4 

Mr.  Izard 

2 

64 

Trout  (Great  Lake) 

...  Lake  Kinloch, 

N.B. 

10 

8 

Mr.  F.  Francis 

2 

3J 

Trout  (Great  Lake) 

10 

8 

Mr.  Groves 

2 

34 

Trout  

...  Colne  

3 

12 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  ... 

1 

74 

Trout 

...  Ireland 

8 

8 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  ... 

2 

44 

Trout  

...  Do 

8 

0 

Mr.  Murray 

2 

3 

Trout  (Gillaroo)  ... 

...  Do 

2 

0 

Mr.  Klaftenberger.. 

1 

24 

Charr 

...  Lough  Melvin, 

0 13 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  ... 

0 10 

Ireland 

Charr 

Grayling 

Grayling 

Pike 

Pike 

Pike 

Pike 

Pike 

Pike 


Ditto  0 11 

Wales  ...  ...  2 0 


Itchen  .. 


1 13 


Suffolk 40  0 

Private 23  0 


Do. 

Thames 


...  20  0 
...  21  0 


Do 15  0 

Avon  22  5 


Do.  ... 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs 
Mr.  Eyre  ... 
Mr.  Fennings 
Mr.  Marsh  ... 
Mr.  Murray 
Mr.  A.  Jardine 
Mr.  Murray 


0 94 

1 2 


31 

74 

24 

14 

24 


A fine  specimen. 


Found  in  Irish  lakes  and  in  German 
waters. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  charr 
caught  in  Ireland  and  in  English 
lake  district. 


A short  female,  heavy  in  spawn. 


2 11 

3 


Pike 

...  Lough  Conn  ... 

30  0 

Mr.  H.  W.  Taylor  . 

3 

'-'•2 

84 

Pike-perch 

...  Elbe,  Germany 

9 0 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  .. 

2 

2 

Perch 

...  Colne  ... 

3 10 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  ... 

1 

4 

Perch  

...  Private 

3 0 

Mr.  W.  Landon  ... 

1 

34 

Perch 

...  Colne  ... 

3 0 

Mr.  Goodyer 

1 

4 

Perch  

...  Do 

2 8 

Mr.  Ugler  ... 

1 

34 

Perch 

...  Thames 

2 12 

Mr.  Lemann 

1 

24 

Carp  (Crucian)  ... 



3 15 

Mr.  Dtvis  ... 

1 

24 

Carp  (Cnician)  ... 

2 4 

Mr.  Shenton 

1 

14 

Carp  

...  Thames 

5 12 

Mr.  F.  C.  Parker  ... 

1 

6f 

Carp  ... 

...  Do 

5 4 

Do. 

1 

5f 

Barbel  

...  Do 

7 0 

Mr.  Jones  ... 

2 

It 

Barbel  

...  Do 

6 0 

Mr.  Winter 

2 

1 

Barbel  

...  Do 

9 0 

Mr.  F.  C.  Parker  ... 

2 

2f 

Tench 

...  Do 

4 12 

Mr.  A.  Jardine 

1 

74 

Tench  

...  Colne 

3 4 

Mr.  E.  Pratt 

1 

5 

Tench  

...  Thames 

3 0 

Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  ... 

1 

44 

Roach 

...  Arun  

2 6 

Mr.  Eyre  

1 

3 

Roach 

...  Thames 

1 14 

Mr.  Straight 

1 

lf 

Roach  

...  Do. 

1 13 

Mr.  Sandall 

1 

14 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 10 

Mr.  Hunt  

1 

1 

Roach 

...  Waveney 

2 4 

Mr.  Eyre  

1 

34 

Roach 

Avon  ... 

2 0 

Mr.  Walker 

1 

24 

Roach  

...  Colne  ... 

1 14 

Mr.  Walker 

1 

If 

Roach  

. . Avon 

1 154 

Mr.  Fennings 

1 

L 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 15* 

Mr.  Fennings 

1 

li 

Bream 

...  Ouse 

5 8 

Mr.  Lander 

1 

74 

Bream  

Thames 

4 3 

Mr.  Gant 

1 

6f 

Bream 

...  Thames  ... 

3 7 

Mr.  Verchild 

1 

64 

Bream 

...  Thames 

2 14 

Mr.  Murray 

1 

44 

Rudd  

...  Thames 

1 0 

Mr.  Johnson 

0 11 

Chub  

...  Thames 

4 2 

Mr.  Grant 

1 

64 

Chub  

...  Thames 

4 2 

Do 

1 

6f 

Chub  

...  Thames 

3 12 

Do 

1 

6 

Chub 

...  Avon  ... 

5 12* 

Mr.  Walker 

1 

10 

Chub  

...  Thames 

5 4 

Mr.  Lemann 

1 

7f 

Chub  

. . . Colne  

4 0 

Mr.  R.  Barker 

1 

7 

Chub  

...  Thames 

3 15 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  ... 

1 

64 

Chub  

...  Do 

5 4 

Mr.  Lemann 

1 

7 

Dace  

. . . Colne 

0 15 

Mr.  Jones 

0 lli 

Dace  

...  Do 

0 134 

Do 

0 10- 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 Ilf 

Mr.  G.  Gillatt  ... 

0 

11 

Black  Bass 

...  America 

4 0 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  ... 

1 

64 

Wrasse 

...  Ballan 

5 0 

Mr.  F.  H.  Lemann.. 

1 

64 

A grand  fish. 

Common  in  American  waters  and 
in  Germany. 

Grand  specimen. 


Very  large  specimen. 


A fine  fish. 

A splendid  specimen. 


Very  fine  fish. 

Good  specimens  for  the  Thames. 
Do. 

A good  specimen  of  Waveney  roach. 
Fine  Avon  fish. 

Pretty  Colne  fish. 

Good  specimen. 

Do. 

A nice  fish. 


Trout 

Thames 

5 12 

Mr.  J.  F.  Dawson... 

1 

Graining 

Gaush,  Lincoln- 

shire... 

2 13 

... 

1 

Trout  (American  Lake)...  Lake  Nepigon, 

Ontario 

32  0 

Lt.-Col.  A.  Haggard 

3 

Dace 

...  ...  Cam  

1 04 

Mr.  N.  Atchison  ... 

1 

Perch 

Thames 

1 13.| 

Mr.  J.  Johnson  ... 

1 

Chub 

,ft  ,,, 

3 8 

Mr.  F.  H.  Lemann  .. 

1 

Pike 

...  Thames 

13  0 

Mr.  Perelli  Rocco... 

2 

Bream 

Do. 

3 10 

Mr.  J.  Johnson 

1 

Salmon  Bass 

...  Margate 

12  8 

Mr.  J.  Startin 

2 

Trout 

...  Thames 

5 14 

Mr.  .T.  Johnson 

1 

Carp 

...  ...  Penn  Pond, 

8 6 

Mr.  P.  D.  Hoad  ... 

1 

Richmond  Pk. 

*Roach  ' 

p Lea  

I 

2 1 

Mr.  Goodwin 

1 

•Roach 

j Do 

2 1 

Do. 

1 

•Roach 

* 

1 Do 

1 15 

Do. 

1 

•Roach 

Do 

1 15 

Do. 

1 

*Roaoh 

1 Do. 

1 14 

Do. 

1 

•Roach 

L Do 

1 131 

Do. 

1 

Grand  specimen. 
Fine  female  fish. 


Common  in  American  waters 
Uncommon  fish 

This  is  a cast  by  Mr.  F.  Buckland, 
and  painted  by  the  late  H.  L. 
Rolfe. 


9i 


3 Extraordinary  large  speoimen. 


34 

14 


oj 

°4 

04 

04 

04 


A fine  speoimen  of  American  Lake 
trout. 

Fine  fish. 


A very  fino  soa  bass. 


Seleotod  from  a truly  magnificent 
capture  of  Lea  rndd,  thirty-three 
fish  weighing  381bs. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


* The  fish  in  this  case  were  labelled  roach,  but  they  have  sinoo  boon  proved  to  bo  rndd. 
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WITH  which  is  incorporated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  3rd,  1894. 


AMERICA  AND  THE  WALTON 
MEMORIAL. 

The  projected  London  memorial  of  Izaak 
Walton  will  consist  of  a stained  glass  window  in 
ihe  church  of  St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  West. 
St.  Dunstan’s  was  selected  as  an  appropriate 
place  for  the  memorial  inasmuch  as  Walton  was 
ong  a vestryman  of  the  church,  and  filled  several 
other  offices  in  the  parish.  The  church  registers, 
;oo,  record  the  death  of  seven  of  his  children,  his 
irst  wife,  and  her  mother.  The  circular  which 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  sends  us  further  points  out 
-he  fact  that  by  reason  of  his  “ Lives  ” of  eminent 
Divines,  Walton  is  closely  identified  with  the 
;hurch.  It  was,  too,  as  every  reader  of  Walton 
vill  remember,  in  “ S.  Dunstans  Churchyard 
Fleet-street  ” that  in  1653  hung  the  sign  of  Rich, 
Marriot,  who  then  and  there  made  a lasting  name 
’or  himself  in  the  annals  of  literature  by  giving 
lis  imprint  to  the  first  edition  of  the  “ Angler.” 
rhe  shrine  for  the  memorial  has  been  happily 
:hosen,  we  doubt  not  that  the  window  itself  will 
)e  quite  as  appropriate  in  character. 

American  anglers  are  invited  to  contribute  to 
-he  fund  now  raising  for  tho  purpose,  and  it  is  to 
)e  hoped  that  the  United  States  may  not  be  with- 
>ut  such  a representation,  for  our  British  cousins 
surely  may  not  claim  exclusively  to  hold  the 
egard  which  nineteenth-century  anglers  feel 
oward  their  prototype  of  the  seventeenth. 


Indeed,  why  should  not  we  ourselves  have  some 
tangible  memorial  of  Walton  on  this  side  of  the 
water  ? There  m ust  be  Waltonians  in  America  quite 
willing  to  provide  something  of  the  sort  if  it  were 
projected  to  meet  their  approval.  The  parks  in 
our  cities  give  room  to  monuments  to  many  a 
subject  less  deserving  than  the  fishing  vestry- 
man of  St.  Dunstan’s. 

One  of  these  days,  when  times  shall  have 
mended,  and  returned  prosperity  shall  have  made 
the  occasion  auspicious,  such  an  American  memo- 
rial enterprise  may  successfully  be  undertaken. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


PROPOSED  FLY-FISHERS’  CLUB 
FOR  AMERICA. 


(From  Forest  and  Stream,  New  York,  Oct.  20, 
1894.) 

Greetings  prom:  the  Old  World  to  the  New. 
It  is  very  well  known  that  Mr.  Robert  B. 
Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  London, 
founded  the  Fly-fishers’  Club  in  that  city,  or,  as 
Mr.  Basil  Field  has  said : “ Francis  Francis 
reduced  it  to  words  and  R.  B.  Marston  impressed 
it  with  life.”  Since  the  organisation  of  the  club, 
Mr.  Marston  has  served  as  its  honorary  trea- 
surer, and  he  perhaps  better  than  anyone  else 
understands  how  desirable  it  is  that  such  a club 
should  exist  in  a community  of  fly-fishers,  and 
appreciates  the  good  that  may  come  to  the  crafts- 
men in  this  country  when  drawn  together  into  an 
organisation  similar  to  that  in  London. 

The  following  letter  of  greeting  and  good 
wishes  from  Mr.  Marston,  received  by  last  mail 
steamer,  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  the  fly- 
fishers  in  America  who  contemplate  banding 
themselves  together  for  mutual  benefit  : 

“ London,  Sept.  28. — My  Dear  Cheney, — I have 
noted  with  great  pleasure  in  Forest  and  Stream 
that  there  is  a strong  movement  on  foot  to  form 
an  American  Fly-fishers’  Club  (why  not 
American  and  Canadian  Fly-fishers’ Club,  seeing 
that  there  is  so  much  fine  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  Canada).  I am  quite  certain  that  if 
the  right  men  get  interested  in  it  is  bound  to 
be  a success,  and  the  fact  that  you  are  taking  it 
up  so  warmly  is  a guarantee  that  your  best  men 
will  join. 

“ I must  refer  you  to  the  annual  reports  of  our 
Fly-fishers’  Club  for  particulars  of  the  success 
that  ours  has  been,  but  even  they  would  tell 
nothing  of  that  bond  of  brotherhood  which  has 
been  created  by  the  fact  of  members  of  our  club 
meeting  in  all  sorts  of  out-of-the-way  places  and 
finding  that  they  are  members ; it  is,  as  Senior 
well  said,  a bond  of  sentiment  which  holds  us 
together,  but  when  that  sentiment  is  love  of  fly- 
fishing and  all  that  that  means,  I do  not  know 
where  you  will  find  one  stronger. 

“ I wish  the  new  club  success  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart.  I am  certain  that  it  will  mean  a 
high  ideal  of  sport  for  sport’s  sake  only,  and  as 
the  years  roll  on  a power  to  enforce  laws  against 
illegal  fishing,  slayers  of  innocents,  ‘ fish  hogs,’  et 
hoe  genus  omne. — Yours  ever  sincerely,  R.  B. 
Marston.” 

I doubt  not  that  my  friend,  William  Senior 
(“Red  Spinner”),  to  whom  Mr.  Marston  refers, 
and  who  succeeded  Francis  Francis  as  angling 
editor  of  the  London  Field,  and  is  one  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Fly-fishers,  would 
send  greetings  similar  to  those  of  his  friend  and 
colleague  if  he  should  see  that  such  a club  was 
proposed  in  this  country,  and  thus  we  would  have 
Godspeed  from  the  successor  to  the  man  who 
reduced  the  hist  Fly-fishers’  Club  to  words,  as 
well  as  from  the  man  who  impressed  it  with  life. 


Proposed  Fly-Fishers’  Club. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Bull,  who  conducts  the  angling 
department  of  the  Times-Union  (Albany),  has 
this  to  say  in  a recent  issue  of  that  paper : 
“ Albany  has  a very  large  number  of  fly-fisher- 
men  who  are  nob  only  enthusiasts  but  experts  in 
the  art.  Not  many  years  ago  a fly-casting 
association  was  formed  and  one  or  two  tourna- 
ments held,  but  during  the  past  five  or  six  years 
it  has  fallen  into  a condition  of  innocuous 
desuetude.  There  is  a project  on  foot, 
however,  that  will  once  more  stir  their 
enthusiasm,  aud  perhaps  as  an  indirect 
result  lead  to  a resuscitation  of  the  old 


organisation.  Early  in  September  Mr.  A.  N’ 
Cheney  very  forcibly  urged  in  the  columns  of 
Forest  and  Stream  the  formation  of  an  American 
Fly- fishers’  Club,  that  paper  heartily  backed  the 
suggestion  editorially,  and  since  that  time  letters 
have  been  received  from  prominent  anglers  all 
over  the  country  favouring  the  proposition  and 
offering  assurances  of  co-operation.  I am  very 
glad  to  be  fully  in  accord  with  Mr.  Cheney’s  idea, 
and  the  Times  Union  may  be  counted  as  among 
the  most  enthusiastic  supporters  of  the  new 
association.  Last  week’s  issue  of  Forest  and 
Stream  has  the  following,”  &c. 

Because  of  the  reference  to  the  fly-casting 
association  in  Albany  which  held  tournaments, 
one  should  not  get  the  idea  that  it  is  proposed 
to  have  tournaments  or  anything  of  the  sort 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Fly-fishers’  Club  when 
it  is  formed,  as  I believe  it  will  be.  The  National 
Rod  and  Reel  Association  was  an  organisation 
purely  for  contests  of  this  kind,  but  the  Fly- 
fishers’  should  be  a social  club  only. 

Such  a club,  however,  must  of  necessity  in 
time  exercise  a healthy  influence  over  game  and 
fish  legislation  (I  use  the  two  terms  fish  and 
game  because  they  seem  to  be  inseparable  in  our 
statutes),  if  not  by  direct  action  as  a body,  then 
through  an  interchange  of  views  and  a focusing 
of  sentiment  favourable  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  fish  upon  those  who  make  the  laws  for  their 
propagation,  protection,  and  preservation.  Such 
a club  must  also  become  an  educational  body,  as 
it  will  centralise  information  regarding  fly-fish- 
ing, and  gather  together  the  thoughts  and  experi- 
ence of  anglers  from  the  various  parts  of  the 
country  represented,  to  be  discussed,  adjusted, 
and  disseminated  after  the  wheat  is  selected  from 
the  chaff. 

Another  feature  Mr.  Marston  has  already 
referred  to  in  his  letter,  that  it  should  not  be 
within  the  province  of  the  club  to  offer  prizes  for 
fishing  or  fly-casting  contests. 


YORKSHIRE  ANGLING  RESORTS. 

[Continued  from  page  292.) 

By  Francis  M.  Walbran. 

Next  to  the  River  Yore  I consider  the  upper 
portions  of  the  River  Swale  to  be  most  picturesque 
of  any  other  river  in  Yorkshire.  Its  source  is 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  Great  Sleddale  and 
Birkdale  Becks  near  Stone  House  Bridge,  which 
is  situated  about  2^  miles  above  Keld.  The 
source  of  the  River  Yore  is  only  a short  distance 
away  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain.  Below 
this  point  there  are  several  becks  falling  from 
Great  Shunner  Fell,  which  has  an  elevation  of 
2344  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  nearest 
railway  station  to  this  upper  portion  is  Kirby 
Stephen,  eight  miles  distant.  The  upper  portion 
of  the  Swale  runs  through  a wild  aud  mountainous 
district,  and  contains  nothing  but  trout.  Most 
of  the  small  tributaries  also  hold  an  abundance 
of  small  fish.  Muker  is  undoubtedly  the  best 
centre  for  fishing  the  upper  portion  of  the  Swale. 
There  are  two  inns  there,  and  the  nearest  railway 
station  is  Hawes,  seven  miles  distant,  and,  I 
should  state,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  it,  that  the  path  is  rough  and 
mountainous.  The  upper  portions  of  the  river 
are  private,  most  of  them  being  let  to  the  tenants 
of  the  shooting,  but  to  respectable  parties  per- 
mission for  a day  or  two’s  fishing  is  generally 
readily  granted.  It  is  a great  pity  that  below 
Gunnerside  the  river  suffers  greatly  from  the 
hush  from  the  lead  mines;  if  it  were  not  for  this 
the  River  Swale  would  be  equally  as  pure  as  the 
Yore.  I do  not  know  any  Yorkshire  river  which 
has  such  an  abundance  of  good  breeding  becks  as 
the  Swale.  There  is  Gunnerside  Beck,  Crackpot 
Beck,  and  Arkle  Beck,  all  of  which  contain  good 
trout,  although  the  first-named  suffers  greatly 
from  the  lead  mines.  Reeth  is  another  station 
upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  a quarter  of  a 
mile  lower  down  is  Grinton  Bridge.  It  is  very 
curious  that  almost  all  the  accessible  stations  on 
the  Upper  Swale  have  to  bo  reached  from  Wens- 
leydale,  and  to  the  last-named  place  Redmire  is 
tho  nearest  railway  station,  distant  six  miles. 
There  is  good  accommodation  at  Reeth,  and  a 
conveyance  runs  once  a day  between  there  and 
Richmond.  Below  Grinton  the  river  enters  the 
most  picturesque  part,  including  the  heavy 
woodland  scenery  of  Stainton  Spring,  and  con- 
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tinues  down  to  M&rske;  tho  bed  of  the  Htrearn 
being  of  a rocky  limestone.  Tho  fishing  in  this 
part  of  tho  river,  however,  is  private.  Marrick 
I’riory  is  about  two  miles  below  Grinton  Bridge, 
and  Ellerton  l’riory  is  about  a mile  lower  down 
still.  Thero  are  inns  both  at  Marsko  and 
Down-Holmo.  From  Marske  Beck  end  down  to 
Richmond  tho  river  is  singularly  picturesque, 
and  permission  is  readily  granted  by  tho  tenants 
to  anglers  who  conduct  themselves  in  a proper 
manner.  Richmond  is  the  terminus  of  the  rail- 
way line,  and  at  that  town  there  are  plenty  of 
good  inns.  From  Richmond  to  Oatterick  Bridge 
there  aro  fewer  trout  than  in  the  upper  reaches, 
but  the  grayling  fishing  is  good ; leave  can  also 
be  obtained  to  fish  between  those  two  places  from 
the  tenant  farmers.  A mile  below  Richmond  is 
Easby  Abbey,  from  that  point  to  Brompton 
is  about  three  miles,  and  from  thence  to 
Catterick  Bridge  is  about  a mile.  There 
are  inns  at  Catterick  and  also  a railway 
station.  There  is  excellent  coarse  fishing  on  the 
lower  lengths  of  the  river  below  Catterick  Bridge, 
and  the  leave  can  be  readily  obtained,  in  lact,  I 
don’t  know  any  river  in  the  county  of  Yorkshire 
where  so  much  fishing  can  be  had  for  the  asking. 
The  chief  stations  for  coarse  fishing  on  the 
lower  lengths  are  Morton,  Pickhill,  Skipton 
Bridge,  Topcliffe,  and  Brafferton.  The  latter 
place  is  generally  selected  by  the  Leeds  anglers 
for  their  fishing  matches,  but  once  a year  an 
“ All  England  Match  ” is  fished  at  Skipton 
Bridge.  Topcliffe  is  a capital  station,  and  leave 
to  fish  can  be  obtained  by  staying  at  the  Inns. 
The  Swale  and  the  Yore  join  a little  below 
Myton,  and  then  form  the  River  Ouse.  The 
entire  length  of  the  River  Swale  is  about  seventy- 
four  miles.  The  four  rivers  I have  now  described, 
namely,  the  Yore,  the  Wharfe,  the  Nidd,  and 
the  Swale,  form  the  most  important  reaches 
of  water  that  are  of  interest  to  the  wandering 
angler.  There  are,  of  course,  many  other  streams, 
such  as  the  Skell,  the  Derwent,  the  Costa, 
Driffield  Beck,  Foston  Beck,  and  the  upper 
lengths  of  the  Aire,  but  all  these  are  in  the  hands 
of  clubs  or  private  individuals,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  leave  to  fish  upon  them. 


BUMBLEDOM. 


—Who  asketh  why  the  Beautiful  is  made  ? 

— C.  S.  Calverley. 

It’s  pretty,  but  is  it  Art  ? 

— Kudyard  Kipling. 

I have  been  in  Bumbledom. 

I am  not  referring  to  the  home  of  the  parochial 
official,  but  to  the  Midland  county  of  Dove  and 
Derwent. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  I had  very  little  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  bumble  in  action,  for  neither 
weather  nor  water  were  favourable  to  its 
employment.  A friend  with  whom  I was  fishing 
had  a selection  of  bumbles  which  comprised  (1)  a 
pattern  called  the  General  Black  (dressed  with  a 
glossy  black  herl  body  and  white  hackles  at  the 
head  only — not  a true  bumble);  (2)  the  Orange 
Bumble  (orange  floss  body  with  honey  dun 
hackle) ; (3)  the  Furnace  Bumble  (same  body  and 
cochy-bondhu  or  furnace  hackle) ; (4)  the  Salmon 
Bumble  (salmon  pink  floss  body  with  cochy- 
bondhu  or  furnace  hackle) ; (5)  the  Purple  or 
Claret  Bumble  (claret  floss  body,  with  a medium 
blue  dun  hackle) ; and  (6)  a strange  creation  of 
Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  which  we  dubbed 
“ The  Compromise.”  It  is  just  a common  yellow 
bumble  with  starling  wings,  and  was  the  only 
pattern  which  did  any  execution  among  the 
grayling,  and  that  was  little  enough. 

I do  not  know  that  a bumble  has  ever  been  dis- 
tinctly defined,  but,  strictly  speaking,  I should 
describe  it  as  a palmer  having  the  following 
characteristics  : (1)  a floss  silk  body  ; (2)  a rib  of 
metallic  peacock’s  herl,  bronze  or  green  ; (3)  a 
rib  of  fine  flat  gold. 

My  reading  has  not  led  me  to  suppose  that  the 
bumble  is  an  old  invention.  I have  before  me  a 
copy  of  Shepley  and  Fitzgibbon’s  “True  Treatise 
on  the  Art  of  Fly-fishing,”  published  in  1838. 
The  authors  are  evidently  expert  Derbyshire 
anglers,  but  there  is  no  traco  of  the  bumble  in 
their  264  pages.  Nor  do  I remember  any  of  the 
earlier  authors  who  describe  the  bumble.  1 have 
not  Mr.  Pritt’s  book  of  the  grayling  by  mo. 

The  Francis  fly,  though  not  strictly  a bumblo 
within  tho  terms  of  my  definition,  seems  to  bo  its 


next-of-kin — its  missing  link.  It  is  described  by 
its  inventor  as  follows  : “ The  body  is  composed 
of  copper-coloured  peacock’s  herl,  ribbed  distinctly 
with  copper  red  silk  ; hackle,  medium  blue  dun  ; 
wings,  two  hackle  points  of  a grizzly  blue  dun  ; 
cock’s  hackle  (not  a hen’s)  set  well  up.” 

This  fly  is  almost  invariably  dressed  with  claret 
instead  of  copper-coloured  silk,  and  in  that  state 
bears  a strong  resemblance  to  the  Claret  Bumble. 
The  differences  are  these  : tho  Francis  has  wings, 
the  Claret  Bumble  has  none;  the  Francis  is 
hackled  at  shoulder  only,  the  Claret  Bumble  all 
down  the  body ; the  Francis  body  is  made  of  herl 
ribbed  with  silk,  the  Claret  Bumble  of  silk  ribbed 
with  herl  (though,  indeed,  Foster’s  “ Scientific 
Angler  ” describes  the  Claret  Bumble,  as  well  as 
other  floss-bodied  bumbles,  as  peacock  herl  ribbed 
with  floss  silk) ; the  Francis  has  not,  and  the 
Claret  Bumble  has,  a rib  of  fine  flat  gold. 

The  question  whether  you  will  rib  the  herl 
body  with  silk  or  the  silk  body  with  herl  is  not 
generally  of  much  moment.  The  silk  in  the 
former  case  is  so  laid  on  as  to  expose  only  the 
thinnest  ribbing  of  herl,  and  the  only  case  in 
which  it  becomes  material  to  make  the  silk  the 
substratum,  and  to  rib  wilh  herl  in  preference  to 
the  other  method,  is  for  the  Hampshire  patterns 
in  which  the  long  fibre  of  the  green  sword  or 
sickle  feather  of  the  peacock  is  used  for  ribbing. 

It  is  generally  supposed  and  stated  that  the 
bumble  is  a fancy  fly.  That  is  a proposition 
which  I hesitate  to  accept  absolutely. 

I had  a brief  opportunity  this  year  of  observing 
an  insect  on  the  Derwent,  which,  in  flight,  was 
the  Orange  Bumble  to  a miracle.  It  is  a highly 
vigorous  fly  of  the  Phryganeae  class,  and  at  rest 
displays  a pair  of  upper  wings  of  dark  blood  red, 
mahogany  upper  wings  with  a yellow  fleck.  In 
the  air  seen  through  from  beneath  it  was  of  an 
ale  colour,  and,  but  for  the  direction  of  its  flight, 
might  be  taken  for  an  Orange  Bumble  dangling 
in  the  breeze  at  the  end  of  a fine  cast.  I found, 
however,  that  both  trout  and  grayling  preferred 
to  the  bumble  a winged  fly  tied  with  the  yellow 
part  of  the  wing  of  the  song  thrush,  a body  of 
opossum  dressed  on  and  ribbed  with  gold  coloured 
silk  and  a pale  cinnamon  hackle. 

Curiously  enough,  a few  days  later  I saw  on  the 
Itchen,  again  in  mid-air,  a fly  which  had  in  flight 
precisely  the  shape  and  pinky  tinge  of  body  of 
the  Salmon  Bumble  with  the  cochy-bondhu 
hackle.  It  is  the  fly  which  is  sometimes  called 
the  Mealy  Sedge,  from  its  meal-coloured  body.  I 
failed  to  secure  the  insect,  but  the  illusion  was 
very  remarkable.  The  wings  are  of  dark 
ruddy  hue,  and  seen  through  them  in  rapid 
motion  the  body  had  a pinky  tinge. 

I do  not  know  what  fly  the  General  Black  may 
represent,  unless  it  be  meant  for  one  of  the  many 
house  flies  which  fall  on  the  water  at  this  season 
dying  or  dazed  by  reason  of  the  cold.  To  my 
mind,  the  Grey  Palmer  is  a better  representative 
of  that  class  of  insect.  The  Alder  bud  of  Devon 
— the  hackled  pattern  of  the  Alder — has  certain 
resemblances  to  the  Claret  Bumble. 

I have  not  identified  the  Claret  or  Yellow 
Bumbles  with  any  definite  insect,  but  I think  I 
have  observed  enough  to  suggest  that  the  bumble 
is  not  always  a fancy  fly,  but  is  sometimes  a very 
good  imitation  of  a natural  insect,  not  indeed  at 
rest  or  drowned,  but  in  vigorous  action. 

Many  of  the  Phryganem  are  very  energetic 
insects,  and  I can  well  believe  that,  as  they  run 
along  the  surface  of  the  water,  they  present  to 
the  trout  and  grayling  below,  looking  up  through 
a denser  medium  than  air,  much  the  appearance 
which  they  present  to  us  in  the  air  as  they  buzz 
across  the  stream — the  appearance  that  is  of  the 
bumble  or  palmer. 

The  buzz  dressing  of  the  hackles  down  the 
body  is  the  true  method  of  representing  an 
insect  of  this  class,  and  wings,  though  often 
employed,  are  really  in  theory — whatever  they 
may  prove  in  practice — a gratuitous  impertinence. 
It  is  my  impression  that  the  palmers  are  as 
often  taken  for  insects  in  flight  as  for  caterpillars. 
All  the  winged  patterns  of  sedges  are  really 
winged  bumbles  or  palmers  in  structure.  The 
Soldier  Palmer  is  a far  from  despicable  imitation 
of  tho  soldier  beetle  in  flight.  The  common  lied 
I ’aimer  is  net  unlike  the  earwing  in  mid  air,  and 
so  on.  The  varioty  of  Phryganeie  is  large.  The 
Bilver  Sedge  is  almost  a white  bumble. 

The  ribbing  of  the  bumble  with  herl  does  not 
seem  to  be  an  invention  confined  to  Derbyshire. 


Many  of  the  old  Itchen  night  flies  (rails  or 
sedges)  were  ribbed  with  the  long  fine  herl  of 
the  peacock’s  sickle  feather — and  that  feather, 
in  preference  to  the  bronze  herl,  is  adopted  for 
ribbing  Hampshire  bumbles. 

The  gold  doubtless  tends  to  give  an  alluring 
brightness,  and  perhaps  an  effect  of  translucency 
to  the  otherwise  opaque  body. 

I have  seen  bumbles  of  various  shapes.  Mr. 
Halford’s  patterns  are  dressed  on  long-shanked 
hooks  0 and  00.  Doubtless  he  has  good  reasons 
for  adopting  the  shape.  The  Derbyshire  and 
Yorkshire  patterns  which  I have  seen,  with  few 
exceptions,  incline  to  the  tubby.  Some  are  round 
in  the  tail,  almost  like  a ball;  others,  again,  taper 
from  thick  at  shoulder  to  fine  at  tail.  The  last 
type  is  that  which  looked  so  extraordinarily  like 
the  natural  insects  on  Derwent  and  Itchen,  and 
it  was  the  resemblance  in  shape  almost  a3  much 
as  colour  which  caught  my  eye. 

Derwent  fishermen  do  not  seem  to  use  the  tags  j 
much,  and  I saw  nothing  of  this  type  of  fly.  I 
believe,  however,  that  the  insect  or  animal  which 
the  Red  Tag  resembles  has  been  identified,  though  j 
I do  not  know  what  it  is. 

Another  fly  which  is  usually  considered  a fancy 
fly  is  the  Indian  Yellow.  All  I can  say  is  that 
I saw  dozens  of  flies  sailing  down  a glide  and 
being  pipped  by  trout  and  grayling,  of  which  the 
Indian  Yellow  struck  me  as  being  a most  perfect  j 
imitation.  I do  not  know  whether  it  is  due  to 
the  colour  of  the  water,  but  the  Derbyshire  up- 
winged  duns  seem  to  affect  bluer  wings  than  doj 
their  fellows  of  the  south  country,  and  this  the 
pale  coot  wing,  or  young  grouse  (inside  wing), 
rendered  admirably.  The  legs  were  well  repre- 
sented by  the  pale  ginger  cock’s  hackle,  and  the 
body  was  the  moral  of  the  combination  of  Russia 
leather  coloured  floss  and  primrose  silk  rib — when 
wet. 

The  fly,  however,  which  was  in  strongest  force 
was  the  Whirling  Blue  Dun.  I tried  several 
patterns,  but  found  none  so  successful  as  the 
plain  Ginger  Quill,  tied  from  the  eye  feather  of 
the  peacock,  and  not  from  the  cinnamon-coloured 
root  of  some  of  the  long  herls.  My  friend  had 
some  from  Messrs.  Foster  labelled  Throstle- wing 
Duns,  and  tied  with  wing  from  the  stormcock  or 
missel  thrush.  I did  not  try  them.  The  Cinna- 
mon Quill  with  its  bluish  body  seemed  to  mei 
about  as  good  an  imitation  as  I wanted. 

We  had  two  days  of  black  gnat,  on  which  I 
was  driven  from  Fisherman’s  Curse  B.  to  a sub- 
sequent letter  beyond  the  C,  for  hook  the  gray- 
ling I could  not.  I set  to  work  and  dressed  half 
a dozen  Fog  Blacks  next  morning,  and  sallied 
forth  to  conquer.  Result,  not  a black  gnat  on 
the  water  for  the  rest  of  my  stay.  Having  no 
bullfinch  for  the  wing  of  my  Fog  Black,  I usedl 
the  dun  part  of  the  blue  feather  of  the  jay’s  wing, 
and  a very  dainty  wing  it  made. 

The  exasperation  produced  by  the  failure  to 
hook  the  fish  I rose  was  maddening.  I tried  long  i 
hooks  and  short,  Kirby,  round,  and  sneck,  eyed 
and  on  gut,  with  about  equal  ill  success.  The 
least  unsuccessful,  perhaps,  was  a shortish  eyed 
hook  of  Mr.  Hall’s  type  with  a good  rake  in  the 
twist  of  it.  Hooks  with  round  bends  failed 
almost  invariably.  I am  somewhat  consoled  to> 
learn  that  first-class  fishermen  of  the  grayling 
districts  are  often  similarly  afflicted.  , 

Mr.  Walbran  has  sent  me  a couple  of  hooks  of 
what  he  calls  Mr.  Vernon’s  pattern.  They 
resemble  an  ordinary  sneck  cut  off  about  one- 
third  of  the  way  down  the  shank  with  a down-, 
turned  eye.  If  Mr.  Vernon  has  succeeded  in1 
inventing  a hook  which  will  take  grayling  once 
in  three  rises,  he  will  have  earned  a monument 
besides  Walton  in  Winchester  Cathedral,  and  that 
though  the  new  hook  be  awkward  beyond  measure, 
to  dress  upon,  and  won’t  carry  bumbles. 

Val  Conson.  , 


HOW  TO  CATCH  BAITS. 


It  is  a lamentablo  fact  that  about  the  time  piled 
begin  to  feed  baits  become  difficult  to  catch ; in 
summer  one  can  usually  fill  a can  with  small  try 
either  with  bait  or  fly,  but  with  tho  advent  of 
October  ono  is  driven  to  resort  to  the  silver  hook 
to  secure  a supply  for  a day’s  fishing  Practically 
the  only  net  used  for  bait  catching  in  Knglaud  is 
tho  cast-not  which — though  effective  in  tho  hands 
of  an  expert— has  its  disadvantages.  In  the 
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irst  place  it  is  costly,  it  is  easily  spoilt  or  lost 
mtirely  if  the  user — as  not  infrequently  happens 
—contrives  to  ensnare  a tough  root  or  stump 
Srmly  embedded  in  the  bottom  of  the  river ; a 
considerable  amount  of  skill  is  required  to  use  it 
effectually,  and  at  the  best  it  is  a horribly  wet 
job,  as  anyone  will  testify  who  has  ever  tried  it. 
It  is  also  responsible  for  the  capture  of  many  fish 
ivhich  cannot  be  used  as  baits,  and  which  do  not 
always  find  their  way  back  to  the  water.  It  is 
my  present  object  to  describe  two  foreign  methods 
of  bait- catching,  one  in  vogue  in  Germany,  the 
other  in  Russia ; the  former  I have  tried  in 
England  with  the  result  that  during  a whole 
winter  I was  never  at  a loss  for  baits.  The 
materials  required  are  few  and  inexpensive : A 
net  of  fine  mesh  and  texture,  5ft.  square,  having 
a piece  of  water  cord  run  round  the  edges  in 
which  loops  are  made  at  each  corner  of  the  net ; 
two  pieces  of  three  sixteenth-inch  steel  rod,  each 
8ft.  in  length ; a piece  of  brass  through  which 
three  poles  are  bored,  two  of  them  at  right  angles 
just  large  enough  to  admit  the  rods,  and  the 
other,  rather  larger,  through  which  a cord  can 
be  passed. 

The  rods  are  inserted  in  the  brass  so  as  to  form 
a cross  of  steel  with  four  even  arms,  on  the  ends 
of  these  are  fixed  small  lead  weights  which 
may  be  either  perforated — in  which  case  the 
steel  must  be  slightly  bent  at  the  point  after- 
wards to  hold  them  on — or  cast  on,  the  end  of 
the  steel  having  been  previously  notched  with  a 
file. 

The  corners  of  the  net  must  be  fixed  to  the 
extremities  of  the  steel  by  means  of  the  loops  in 
She  cord,  the  rods  will  then  be  considerably 
curved  and  hold  the  net  tightly  stretched ; this 
apparatus  now  only  required  to  be  tied  to  the  end 
of  a pole  about  20ft.  in  length — a thick  bamboo 
for  preference — and  it  is  ready  for  use. 

No  one  would  imagine  that  with  such  an 
apparatus  baits  could  be  caught  in  any  quantity  ; 
but  I have  always  been  able  to  obtain  sufficient 
n an  hour  or  so  for  a day’s  fishing,  and  the  fish 
one  usually  catches  are  about  the  right  size,  very 
small  ones  go  through  the  net  and  large  ones 
;scape  from  over  it. 

' The  manner  of  using  the  net  is  so  simple  as 
aardly  to  need  description.  It  it  simply  dropped 
n,  in  any  spot  where  the  fisherman  has  reason  to 
relieve  there  are  baits.  It  is,  1 believe,  advisable 
;o  make  a considerable  splash,  as  that  either 
ittracts  or  confuses  the  fish ; the  net  is  allowed 
oo  remain  motionless  on  the  bottom  for  a minute 
or  so  and  then  is  lifted  suddenly,  the  springs 
jive,  the  net  bags,  and  any  fish  that  happen  to  be 
over  it  are  caught.  One  sees  similar  nets  in  use 
>n  the  Rhine,  some  of  them  are  so  large  that 
hey  are  worked  by  a windlass  from  the  stern  of 

0 barge,  and  capture  at  one  lift  all  the  fish  in  an 
ddy. 

The  best  time  for  using  this  net  is  at  night  and 
luring  floods.  On  one  occasion,  under  such  con- 
litions,  on  a river  not  far  from  London,  I have 
'ecured  as  many  as  thirteen  baits  at  one 
fraught. 

The  Russian  net  is  simply  an  enlarged  shrimp 
oet.  It  can  only  be  used  in  deepish  places  where 
he  banks  of  the  river  are  fringed  with  rushes 
r willows,  near  which  small  fry  are  usually 
bundant. 

The  method  of  fishing  can  be  best  explained  by 
; description  of  an  expedition  in  which  I took 
'art  recently. 

t The  lock-keepers  at  the  weir  on  the  Moscow 
iver  had  run  through  their  supply  of  meat,  and 
ranted  some  fish  to  keep  them  going  till  more 
ould  be  procured.  I wanted  some  baits,  so 
olunteered  to  accompany  three  of  the  men,  who, 
rmed  with  two  long  poles,  a smaller  one,  and  the 
brimp  net  above  mentioned,  rowed  to  the  mouth 
f a small  river,  the  banks  of  which  are  fringed 
rith  willows. 

Nikolai  and  Denis  landed,  each  taking  one  of 
lie  poles,  the  ends  of  which  were  tied  to  the  bow 
nd  stern  of  the  boat,  which  could  thus  be  moved 

1 any  direction  with  the  greatest  ease  and 
apidity.  Gavoril  wielded  the  net,  when  the  boat 
?as  pushed  out  opposite  to  a likely  clump  of 
ullows  ; he  held  it  with  the  bottom  edge  scraping 
ie  mud  ; the  boat  was  then  pulled  quickly  towards 
te  bank ; I beat  the  willow  roots  with  the  small 
ole  for  a few  seconds ; the  boat  was  pushed  back 
od  the  net  lifted. 

The  catch  in  a couple  of  hours  was  a basket- 


full  of  small  fish,  including  a good  many  perch, 
and  a good  supply  of  first-rate  baits. 

The  German  method  is  the  more  convenient,  as 
it  does  not  require  a boat  and  crew,  but  can  be 
successfully  practised  by  one  man  from  the  bank. 
I therefore  recommend  it  to  those  anglers  who 
live  near  a pike  stream  remote  from  bait  dealers. 

C.  Y.  K. 


AUTUMN  ANGLING  ON  THE  BANN. 


By  C.  W.  Gedney. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  close  the  above 
river  at  the  end  of  September,  and  a local  inquiry 
was  recently  held  in  Coleraine  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Irish  Fisheries  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  proposed  alteration  of 
the  bye-laws  was  to  increase  the  number  of 
salmon  in  the  river,  but  the  scope  of  the  inquiry 
was  strictly  limited  to  the  question  of  October 
rod  fishing  on  the  Lower  Bann.  What  an  utter 
farce  this  inquiry  was  will  be  gathered  from 
a copy  of  a memorial  (given  below)  that  was  sent 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  Oct.  20  from  Kilrea, 
bearing  several  hundreds  of  signatures.  Other 
memorials  of  a similar  character  are  being  for- 
warded to  the  same  quarter  from  the  various 
towns  and  villages  along  the  banks  of  the  Bann, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  result  will  be  an  exhaus- 
tive inquiry  into  the  whole  subject;  but  the 
results  of  previous  inquiries  in  this  district  are 
not  reassuring.  Formerly  the  three  sets  of  eel 
nets  at  Toom,  Portna,  and  Movanager  were  not 
permitted  to  be  set  until  the  month  of  July.  For 
some  years  past  they  have  been  put  down  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  with  what  results  was  sworn  to 
at  a local  inquiry  into  the  subject.  It  was  deposed 
to  before  the  fishery  inspectors  by  a mass  of 
witnesses  (including  the  eel  netters)  that  tons  of 
salmon  smolt  were  often  crushed  to  death  in  these 
eel  nets  in  a single  night ! The  mass  of  young 
fish  brought  down,  on  their  way  to  the  sea,  was 
sometimes  so  great  that  the  nets  were  too  heavy 
to  lift,  and  the  crushed  mass  of  young  salmon 
could  only  be  got  rid  of  by  cutting  the  purses  of 
the  nets.  The  lessee  of  the  eel  fishing  at  Portna 
and  Movanager  admitted  the  truth  of  these  state- 
ments, and,  although  he  pays  £1400  a year  for 
the  eel  netting,  he  was  in  favour  of  the  proposal 
to  postpone  netting  until  July  1.  The  only  oppo- 
sition came  from  the  owner  of  the  nets  at  Toom. 
He  declared  that  the  loss  to  him,  if  the  proposed 
alteration  was  made,  would  represent  £50.  What 
the  loss,  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  tons  of 
young  salmon  represented  was  not  put  into 
figures,  but  it  is  certainly  some  thousands  of 
pounds,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  food  supply. 
Perhaps  it  will  scarcely  be  credited,  but  it  is  none 
the  less  true,  that  the  inspectors  reported  against 
any  alteration  in  their  bye-laws  ! In  the  face  of 
these  facts,  can  we  be  surprised  that  the  residents 
in  the  watershed  of  the  River  Bann  have  lost 
faith  in  the  usefulness  of  inquiries  by  the  Irish 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  P 

Appended  is  a copy  of  the  memorial  above 
referred  to,  and  I commend  it,  together  with  the 
foregoing  facts,  to  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
proposed  new  bye-law  must  receive  their  sanction, 
and  the  present  majority  will  fail  in  their  duty  if 
they  do  not  reject  it. 

[Copy.] 

“To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  or  Ireland. 

“ May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

“We,  the  undersigned  memorialists,  being 
anglers  and  others  interested  in  the  rod-fishing 
for  salmon  upon  the  Lower  River  Bann,  in  the 
counties  of  Antrim  and  Londonderry,  respectfully 
approach  your  Excellency  upon  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  new  bye-law,  with  regard  to  the  close 
season  on  the  aforesaid  river.  W e pray  your  Excel- 
lency to  withhold  your  sanction  to  the  proposed 
new  bye-law  upon  the  following  grounds,  viz. : 

“ 1.  That  the  proposed  new  bj  e-law  being 
designed  to  increase  the  number  of  breeding  fish 
in  the  River  Bann,  your  memorialists  submit 
that  this  result  would  be  better  accomplished  by 
altering  the  date  of  opening  the  season  from 
March  1 to  April  1. 

“ 2.  That  in  the  month  of  March  the  spent  fish 
of  the  principal  breeding  tributaries  of  the  Bann, 
viz.,  the  Blackwater,  Maine,  and  Ballinderry, 
come  into  Lough  Neagh  to  feed  upon  the  pollen 


fry.  These  salmon  kelts  remain  there  from  a 
month  to  six  weeks  before  gaining  sufficient 
strength  to  go  to  the  sea. 

“ 3.  These  unclean  fish  are  captured  in  vast 
numbers  by  the  pollen  netsmen,  and  sent  to 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  London,  where  they 
are  sold  to  persons  that  do  not  know  them  to  be 
unclean  fish. 

“4.  If  the  above  suggested  alteration  were 
made,  it  would  enable  the  water  bailiffs  and 
constabulary  to  seize  the  unclean  fish,  and  thus 
put  an  end  to  a traffic  which  does  more  to  keep 
down  the  stock  of  breeding  salmon  in  the  River 
Bann  than  any  other  cause. 

“ 5.  That  the  clean  salmon  do  not  enter  the 
Bann  from  the  sea  until  the  last  week  of  April  or 
the  beginning  of  May,  which  is  proved  by  the 
records  of  the  lessees  of  the  Cutts  at  Coleraine. 

“ 6.  That  the  proposed  new  bye-law  is  not  in- 
tended to  apply  to  Lough  Neagh,  where  365  nets 
are  licensed,  and  every  salmon  must  run  the 
gauntlet  of  these  nets  in  order  to  reach  their 
spawning  grounds  on  the  Blackwater  and  Maine. 

“ 7.  That  the  foregoing  facts,  contained  in 
paragraphs  numbered  from  2 to  6 were  not 
elicited  by  your  inspectors  at  their  inquiry 
recently  held  at  Coleraine. 

“8.  That  the  salmon  taken  by  rod  and  line 
from  the  Bann  in  October  are  all  in  excellent 
condition,  clean,  and  fit  for  human  food. 

“9.  That  none  of  the  Bann  salmon  commence 
to  deposit  their  ova  in  the  aforesaid  river  or  its 
tributaries  until  the  middle  of  December. 

“ And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c.” 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  BAITS. 


THE  HERMIT  CRAB. 

I have  from  time  to  time  had  occision  to 
mention  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a long  and 
heterogeneous  list  of  baits  used  in  salt  water  ; and 
it  appears  to  me,  invidious  comparisons  apart, 
that  these  baits  are  one  and  all  more  interesting, 
not  only  because  of  their  importance  to  the  angler, 
than  any  creature,  the  earthworm  perhaps 
excepted,  to  be  found  in  the  bait-box  of  the 
angler  in  river  or  lake. 

A few  notes  on  some  of  the  physical  and  other 
peculiarities  of  these  beings  of  low  organisation 
may,  now  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the  sea- 
fishing season,  be  of  interest.  Apart  from  their 
uses  then  as  bait,  the  hermit  crab,  oyster,  mussel, 
solen,  and  their  companions  in  misfortune  have 
histories  of  their  own  and  must  interest 
naturalists  who  never  ply  the  rod. 

Let  us  take  the  hermit  crab. 

Though  less  known  than  the  prawn  or  lobster 
— for  man’s  knowledge  is  frequently  measured 
by  his  stomach — there  is  not  a single  other 
crustacean  that  has  so  puzzled  its  historians. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  here  one  of  those 
types  which  seem  to  have  been  launched  by 
nature  in  an  incomplete  state,  the  deficiency  being 
compensated  by  an  instinct. 

This  crab  has,  like  the  mole,  all  its  strength 
concentrated  in  the  fore  part  of  the  body,  the 
rest,  from  its  waist  downwards,  being  miserably 
soft  and  quite  unprotected. 

Instinctively  it  seeks  a suitable  home  in  the 
shell  of  a whelk  or  other  mollusc,  a home  which 
it  periodically  changes  as  its  growing  proportions 
demand  more  ample  quarters. 

This  is  the  first  stumbling  block,  and  someof  the 
older  naturalists,  among  them  Swammerdam,  did 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  crab  and  its  abode 
were  one,  and  that  the  latter  grew  with  its  tenant 

This  we  now  know  to  be  incorrect,  but  when, 
we  consider  the  difficulty  with  which  the  robber 
is  removed  from  his  house,  rarely  without  injury 
to  one  or  the  other,  the  error  was  not  unnatural. 

Another  unsettled  question  with  regard  to  this 
lodger  is  the  degree  of  lawlessness  practised  in 
obtaining  his  new  home — whether  he  searches 
about  for  empty  shells,  or  whether  he  forcibly 
evicts  the  whelk  and  takes  possession. 

The  sailors,  good  souls,  will  swear  to  the  latter 
conclusion,  though  I never  yet  came  across  an  eye- 
witness, which,  considering  how  readily  one  has 
been  forthcoming  in  similar  cases,  is  somewhat 
surprising. 

But  a moment’s  examination  of  a live  whelk, 
almost  hermetically  sealed  within  its  shell,  will 
show  the  difficulties  attending  such  an  evic- 
tion. In  the  pages  of  a Blackwood’s  nearly  forty 
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years  old,  I recently  camo  across  an  amusing 
account  of  some  experiments  with  hermit  crabs, 
the  writer  of  which  repeatedly  attempted  to 
induce  one  of  them  to  oject  a whelk  in  pos- 
session. The  crab,  howover,  scarcely  made  the 
attompt,  evidently  feeling  incompetent. 

So,  too,  when  the  Pagurus  is  once  safely 
ensconced,  no  effort  short  of  breaking  its  shell  will 
dislodge  it,  for  the  fanliko  tail  grips  the  convo- 
luted shell  like  a screw,  and  moreover  the  large 
claw  blocks  the  shell  like  front  door. 

There  is  one  moro  interesting  feature  in  tho 
life  history  of  the  present  species,  with  which  I 
shall  conclude  this  short  notice.  There  is  an  old 
saying  somewhat  to  tho  effect  that  anyono  may 
bo  judged  by  the  company  he  keeps.  This,  if 
applied  to  the  Hermit  crab,  might  come  rather 
severe,  as  his  boon  companions  are  anereid  worm 
and  a parasite  anemone,  the  one  dwelling  within 
his  shell,  the  other  without.  They  are  both  com- 
mensal friends,  that  is,  all  three  feed,  so  to  speak, 
at  the  same  board  ; but  whereas  the  worm  is  a 
useless  intruder,  so  far  at  least,  as  our  limited 
knowledge  of  the  nether  world  carries  us,  the 
beautiful  anemone  serves  a purpose  in  hiding  the 
orifice  of  the  shell,  and  eyewitnesses  (this  I record 
without  any  scepticism)  have  assured  us  that  on 
shifting  to  a more  commodious  shell,  the  crab 
carefully  takes  its  useful  tenant  and  places  it  on 
its  new  abode.  In  return  for  which  services 
rendered,  the  anemone  gets  free  locomotion  and 
scraps  from  its  host’s  table.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


AN  OLD  ANGLER’S  ITCHEN 
MEMORIES. 


I dreamt,  and  back  to  my  early  days 
Did  wandering  fancy  roam. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dream  ; a walk  by  a 
stream  will  send  fancy  backwards.  In  truth  a 
stroll  by  the  Itchen  lately  recalled  many  once 
familiar  forms.  Going  back  to  the  thirties  and 
forties,  first  came  what  was  then  rare,  namely,  a 
French  gentleman,  one  of  the  many  driven  out  of 
France  by  political  circumstances.  He  was  a good 
fly-fisher,  whose  constant  exclamation  when  he 
saw  a fish  rise  was,  “ Ah  ! I put  you  one  in  ze  eye,” 
meaning  that  he  would  put  a fly  within  sight ; 
and  well  he  did  so.  Then  came  a retired  naval 
captain,  afterwards  admiral,  whose  carriage  was 
rather  military  than  naval,  but  who  showed  his 
perfect  command  of  water  by  skilful  abstraction 
of  trout.  He  was  one  of  the  first  of  up-stream 
fly-fishers.  Then  came  the  two  rivals,  Carter  and 
Lloyd  Currell.  After  the  first  the  Little  Carter 
fly  is  named.  They  were  excellent  fishermen 
both.  They  fished  a match  one  season  ; fly  fish- 
ing only  allowed,  and  no  fish  under  lib.  to 
count ; one  caught  240  brace,  the  other  240L  and 
won.  Then  we  had  Frank  Hollis,  and  afterwards 
his  (and  all  our)  friend,  Francis  Francis  ; Old 
(as  he  was  called),  but  comparatively  young, 
John  Hammond,  and  others  too  numerous  to 
mention.  There  was  also  the  old  Irishman  who 
came  in  springtime  with  a tall  narrow  brimmed 
hat  and  rod  with  a white  ash  butt  and  black  top 
joints,  who  made  and  sold  flies  to  the  collegians, 
and  caught  a lot  of  fish.  His  flies  were  rough 
and  on  thick  gut,  but  they  killed.  And  speaking 
of  collegians,  there  was  that  merry,  talkative  lad, 
who  was  always  scampering  over  the  country 
with  a toad,  eft,  snake,  or  some  such  oddity  in 
his  pocket  (Frank  Buckland),  and  whose  “xob” 
or  scob  (box  spelt  backwards)  is  now  so  religi- 
ously preserved  by  the  porter  at  the  college.  The 
great  men,  beginning  at  top  and  going  down 
stream,  were  Alexander  Baring,  first  Lord 
Ashburton,  at  the  Grange ; Lord  Rodney,  at 
Alresford  Pond  ; Sir  Harry  Tichborne  of  that  ilk 
with  the  lovely  daughters,  but,  unfortunately  no 
son;  Sir  Ihomas  Dyer,  at  Ovington;  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  and  the  good  Duchess  with  donkey 
carriage,  at  Avington  ; Sir  Henry  Rivers  and 
Col.  Wail,  at  the  Worthys  and  closer  to  Win- 
chester ; Mr.  W.  Simonds  (father  of  the  present 
esteemed  owner) ; and  the  Knights  of  St.  John’s 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  valley.  Then,  when  you 
came  to  the  old  town,  what  fine  manly  men  there 
were ! Take,  for  example,  Bishop  Sumner,  on 
whose  death  an  old  friend  wrote,  “ Last  of  the  old 
prince  bishops,  fare  thee  well.”  There  were  also 
tho  Warden  Robert  Speckott  Barter,  Dean 
Gamier,  Canon  Williams  (first  a junior,  then  head 
master),  afterwards  Warden  of  New  College, 
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Wordsworth  (subsequently  Bishop  of  St. 
Andrews),  and  many  others.  Going  down  again 
you  came  to  tho  Messrs.  Goldfinch,  at  St.  Cross 
and  Compton ; to  Mr.  Waddington,  a name  of 
repute  in  I1' ranee  as  well  as  England,  at  Twyford  ; 
General  F redericks,  at  Shawford  ; Mr.  Craven,  at 
Brambridge,  to  whose  brother-in-law,  Sir  Frede- 
rick Bathurst  (tho  great  cricketer),  it  is  said  the 
river  owes  the  grayiing.  Mr.  Chamberlayno  was 
at  Otterbourne,  and  the  Stonehams  recall  the 
Fleming  family.  At  North  Stoneham  a worthy 
representative  still  continues,  and  at  South 
Stoneham  is  another  worthy  and  good  fisherman, 
Sir  Sami.  Montague,  M.P. — Civis,  in  the  Field. 


MY  BIGGEST  CANADIAN  SALMON. 


It  is  nearly  four  years  since  one  of  the  most 
important  events  of  my  angling  career  took  place, 
namely,  the  capture  of  my  biggest  salmon,  but, 
being  an  occurrence  of  such  importance,  the  lapse 
of  time  fails  to  erase  the  tiniest  detail  of  the 
long  struggle  I had  with  this  game  old  veteran, 
who  fought  with  all  the  spirit  of  youth  combined 
with  the  sagacity  of  old  age.  I was  quite  a 
novice  in  the  art  of  salmon  fishing,  having  caught 
my  first  salmon  only  a few  days  before,  but  I was 
an  old  hand  at  trout  fishing,  and  doubtless  it  was 
owing  to  this  good  “ grounding  ” in  my  angling 
education  thatl  came  out  of  the  fight  with  flying 
colours.  I was  fishing  on  a well-known  river  in 
Canada,  and  not  having  been  in  the  country  more 
than  about  a week,  I was  revelling  in  the  magni- 
ficent scenery  around  me,  and  above  all  in  the 
opportunity  which  now  presented  itself  of  killing 
one  of  the  big  salmon  for  which  the  river  is 
famous.  I had  been  fishing  four  days  up  to  the 
time  I now  speak  of,  and  had  been  so  far  success- 
ful as  to  have  killed  nine  salmon.  My  good 
fortune  had  given  me  great  confidence  in  myself, 
and  I was  beginning  to  feel  as  much  “ at  home  ” 
with  salmon  as  I had  been  with  trout.  The 
river  on  which  I enjoyed  this  grand  sport  was 
far  too  wide  to  fish  from  the  shore,  so  we  used  to 
paddle  out  into  the  river  and  anchor  our  canoes 
at  the  head  of  a pool,  and  after  fishing  as  much 
water  as  we  could  reach,  we  would  drop  down 
about  fifteen  yards,  and  so  on  until  the  pool  was 
finished.  If  a salmon  was  hooked  we  would  pull 
up  the  anchor  and  get  ashore  as  quickly  as  we 
could  so  as  to  disturb  the  unfished  water  as 
little  as  possible.  This  often  gave  the  fish  a big 
start,  as  whilst  we  werepaddling  ashore,  the  salmon 
would  be  off  down  stream,  still  it  was  the  only  way 
to  avoid  disturbing  the  whole  pool.  On  reaching 
the  shore  I would  sit  in  the  canoe  and  let  the  men 
paddle  slowly  down  close  in  to  land,  so  that 
should  the  fish  give  in  suddenly,  I could  step 
ashore  and  reel  him  up  without  the  danger  of 
his  swimming  under  the  canoe.  Should  the  fish, 
however,  make  straight  across  the  river,  I was 
prepared  to  follow  him  if  very  necessary ; but 
as  this  meant  spoiling  the  pool  for  some  time,  I 
used  to  follow  in  the  canoe  only  as  a last  resource. 

I have  described  the  modus  operandi  of  playing 
our  salmon  so  as  to  show  the  why  and  wherefore 
of  our  actions  during  the  struggle  which  I now 
come  to.  The  sun  was  rapidly  sinking  in  the 
west,  shedding  a ruddy  glow  on  the  opposite 
hills  and  tinting  the  skies  with  the  many  beauti- 
ful colours  of  a summer’s  sunset,  whilst  the 
prevailing  stillness  betokened  the  near  approach 
of  evening.  My  host  was  fishing  close  at  hand, 
and  evidently  enjoying  the  solacing  pipe,  as  I 
could  just  see  an  occasional  puff  of  blue  smoke 
rising  from  his  canoe.  I was  getting  just  a 
wee  bit  tired  and  inclined  to  doze  (and  no  wonder 
with  such  peaceful  surroundings),  when  suddenly 
a big  splash  in  the  vicinity  of  my  fly  made  me 
start  up  and  grip  my  rod  more  firmly,  fully 
expecting  to  feel  the  weight  of  a salmon  as  it 
plunged  down  with  the  fly  in  its  jaw.  The  fish 
had  missed  the  fly,  however,  so  I waited  patiently 
for  a few  minutes  before  trying  him  again,  and 
then  put  the  fly  lightly  over  the  place.  There 
was  a huge  boil  in  the  water  and  a big  blue-black 
back  showed  above  the  surface  and  then  dis- 
appeared again,  but  the  result  was  the  same  as 
before — the  fish  had  missed  the  fly.  I had  been 
using  a Jock  Scott,  but  now  I changed  to 
Black  Jungle  Cock,  and  once  more  sent  the 
fly  over  the  spot.  My  two  canoe  men  were 
watching  anxiously  for  the  rise,  and  were 
ready  to  haul  up  the  anchor  the  instant  I gavo 
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the  signal.  The  fly  goes  working  round  the  canoe, 
but  no  sign  of  a salmon ; and  I am  on  the  point 
of  making  a fresh  cast,  when  there  is  a break  in 
the  water  just  below  my  fly,  and  a huge  wave 
denotes  something  is  coming.  I just  catch  sight 
of  the  fish’s  tail  as  he  once  more  dives  down  below, 
but  this  time  he  has  taken  the  fly  with  him.  My 
rod  bends,  the  reel  gives  a few  preliminary  clicks, 
and  the  fun  begins.  At  first  the  salmon  remains 
very  quiet,  swimming  only  a few  yards  in  a very 
leisurely  manner,  but  suddenly  he  seems  to  awake 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  something  wrong,  for  his 
speed  increases  at  every  yard,  and  the  reel  is  now- 
simply  screaming.  My  stock  of  line  is  rapidly 
diminishing,  and  the  bars  of  the  reel  are  just 
visible  as  the  fish  terminates  the  first  run  by  a big 
leap  into  the  air  fully  ninety  yards  away.  I am 
able  to  recover  a considerable  amount  of  line 
before  the  salmon  make3  any  further  decided 
move,  for  the  men  have  got  the  anchor  on  board, 
and  are  paddling  gently  in  the  direction  of  the 
fish.  At  last  the  knowing  old  fish  tries  another 
run,  as  he  has  managed  to  get  a little  rest  while 
I was  getting  back  some  line.  We  follow  him  in 
the  canoe,  so  that  my  reel  is  running  quite  slowly, 
and  as  soon  as  the  fish  shows  signs  of  tiring  I do 
my  best  to  keep  him  going;  another  jump  ter- 
minates this  run,  and  we  get  a good  view  of  the 
large  proportions  of  the  game  we  are  trying  to 
bag.  I try  to  bring  the  fish  in  towards  the  shore, 
but  am  only  partially  successful,  and  cannot  yet 
land,  as  it  would  necessitate  a longer  line  than 
I care  to  hold  a fish  with.  All  this  time  we 
have  been  working  down  stream,  and  now  I find 
we  are  close  to  some  rapids,  and  it  very  soon 
becomes  apparent  that  the  fish  intends  going 
down  them,  as  he  keeps  steadily  on.  There  is  no 
stopping  him  this  time  and  soon  the  canoe  is 
dancing  through  the  turbulent  water  in  full  cry 
of  the  salmon,  who  races  down  at  top  speed  and 
continues  for  another  hundred  yards  before  he 
stops.  At  last  I begin  to  think  he  is  getting 
played  out,  but  I soon  find  I am  very  much  mis- 
taken, as  he  goes  sailing  down  stream  again 
before  I have  recovered  ten  yards  of  line.  And 
now  I have  an  even  more  exciting  time  than  the 
rapids  afforded  me,  for  the  lumber,  which  had 
been  floating  down  all  day,  threatens  to  become 
very  troublesome,  for  I can  see  the  logs  coming 
down  river  in  large  numbers,  and  sure  enough 
in  a few  minutes  there  are  half  a dozen  logs  all 
round  me,  and  the  fish,  apparently  seeing  his 
chance,  makes  a spirited  run  straight  for  one  of  I 
them.  I put  on  all  the  strain  I dare  as  I see  the 
line  cutting  the  water  nearer  and  nearer  to  this 
new  danger  ; but  it  is  no  use,  the  fish  will  not  be 
stopped.  I feel  I am  overmatched  with  this  cun- 
ning old  salmon,  when  a happy  thought  strikes 
me,  and  just  before  the  line  cuts  into  the  log  I 
plunge  my  rod  point  deep  in  the  water.  The  reel 
continues  to  run  for  a few  moments  more  and 
then  ceases  as  the  salmon  once  again  springs 
from  the  water,  with  the  log  directly  between  it 
and  the  canoe,  but  my  rod  is  deep  under  water, 
and  the  danger  of  my  line  fouling  is  averted. 
It  is  now  over  an  hour  since  I hooked  my  fish,  but 
do  what  I will  I cannot  play  him  out,  he  is  such 
a weight  that  I have  very  little  control  over  him, 
and  my  rod  is  a very  light  one.  Down  stream 
we  go  again  and  are  soon  a mile  from  the  point 
at  which  we  started.  The  river  is  very  -wide 
at  this  point,  but  the  salmon  thinks  nothing  of  a 
little  swim  like  this,  and  we  are  soon  on  the 
opposite  shore,  for  at  last  we  are  able  to  land.  I 
have  several  fresh  encounters  with  logs,  but  when 
I see  one  coming  dangerously  near  I send  one  of 
the  men  out  in  the  canoe  to  tow  it  out  of  harm’s 
way.  It  was  almost  dark  by  this  time  and 
another  hour  had  passed,  but  still  that  salmon 
was  as  strong  as  ever ; I gave  the  butt  with  all  the 
power  I dare  but  couldn’t  turn  the  fish.  The 
beginning  of  the  end  appeared  at  last  by  the  fish 
coming  within  a few  yards  of  the  shore,  and  I 
tried  to  hold  him  there  whilst  one  of  the  men 
approached  from  behind  with  the  gaff.  The  end 
came  after  I had  been  at  it  three  hours,  and  my 
biggest  salmon  was  “dragged”  ashore;  ho 
weighed  381b.,  and  was  the  handsomest  and 
gamest  fish  I have  ever  caught.  I have  killed 
lots  of  salmon  since  then,  and  I know  if  I had  to 
play  that  fish  again  to-morrow,  1 could  not  land 
him  any  sooner.  He  was  hooked  on  tho  outside  of 
the  lip,  which  may  account  (partly)  for  the  game 
fisrht  I had  with  my  biggest  Canadian  salmon. 

Dankside. 
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$cotd)  Iglotes. 

By  Mac. 

On  Wednesday  last,  30th  ult.,  the  rod  season 
for  salmon  terminated  on  about  two-thirds  of  the 
principal  back-end  rivers  in  Scotland.  Angling 
for  salmon  on  Scotch  waters  has  now  virtually 
ended  for  the  year,  as  bar  the  Tweed  and  one  or 

Btwo  unimportant  rivers  which  still  remain  open, 
all  the  fisheries  have  been  closed  in  conformity 
- ^with  existing  regulations. 

Up  till  a few  days  ago  the  Tweed,  which  does 
not  close  to  the  rod  until  the  30th  curt.,  had  done 
practically  nothing  for  the  back-end,  but  now  a 
considerable  improvement  in  the  sport  to  the 
rods  on  a number  of  the  best  reaches  has  taken 
place.  


■ The  fine  fishing  bit  of  water  of  the  Esk 
attached  to  the  Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell, 
■ has  done  pretty  well  since  the  flood  of  ten  days 
ago.  Exceptional  shoals  of  very  fine  fish  pushed 
fast  forward,  but  being  so  long  delayed  in  the  sea 
they  did  not  take  so  freely  as  was  expected  thev 
would. 


A correspondent  writes  : “ Continuous  heavy 
rains  have  flooded  the  Border  rivers  into  fine 
*-  volume  for  bringing  up  an  early  winter  run  of 
salmon.  Tweed,  Gala,  Teviot,  Till  have  all  been 

Iin  moderate  flood,  and,  as  the  waters  have  been 
long  in  low  ebb,  there  is  now  a big  run  of  fish,  and 
the  small  tributaries  are  reported  to  be  swarming 
: with  sea  trout  and  early  season  salmon.” 


L Putting  in  bushes  or  branches  at“gails”  or 
I slaps  in  corrives  and  dykes  to  keep  the  fish  from 
getting  farther  forward  is  known  in  some  quarters 
as  “ corning  the  horse.”  The  horse  has  been 
corned  on  the  Earn  it  would  appear,  but  whether 
, intentionally  or  not  I cannot  say.  A “ Grilse  ” 
i asks : “ How  that  there  is  enough  water  for 
salmon  and  grilse  to  run,  would  it  be  too  much  to 
] ask  the  fishery  inspector  at  Perth  to  see  that  the 
j slap  in  Dupplin  Dam  dyke  is  kept  clear  of 
J branches,  &c.  ? It  is  a fact  that  for  miles  above 
< the  dam  not  a fish  has  has  been  seen  moving, 
although  below  it  they  are  lying  in  hundreds.” 
This  serious  state  of  matters  must  give  the  lower 
proprietors  more  chances,  because  of  having  more 
fish  than  than  they  are  entitled  to  fish  over. 


The  Tay  salmon  fishings  of  Kinfauns  and 
; Balmerino,  which  belong  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Stuart 
j Gray,  were  exposed  to  let  for  season  1895  in 
Perth  last  week.  Tacksmen  were  forward  in 
, great  muster,  but  the  bidding  was  dull  as  ditch- 
water,  and  only  one  minor  let  was  effected.  These 
fishings  for  four  years  past  have  let  at  an  average 
: of  £2,100,  but  owing  to  the  fishing  for  the  last 
two  years  having  proved  very  poor,  the  tacksmen, 

, it  would  seem,  expected  to  get  them  on  the 
present  occasion  at  half  the  figure  named,  if  not 
less.  Far  better  that  Mr.  Gray  took  the  fishings 
’ into  his  own  hands  and  worked  them  with  good 
men  than  let  them  go  for  an  old  song.  Every 
, year  cannot  be  bad.  Netsmen  always  funk  at  the 
, prices  after  a bad  season  or  two.  They  are 
cunning  and  scheming.  Even  with  more  cause 
j anglers  might  now  do  the  same,  but  they  don’t. 


- Yesterday  week  in  the  afternoon  while  Wm. 
Mitchell,  familiarly  known  as  “Auld  Willie 
Mitchell,”  was  angling  on  the  Craigo  water  of 
the  North  Esk,  he  was  heard  to  cry  out  as  if  in 
pain.  At  the  time  he  was  some  little  distance 
from  a gentleman  for  whom  he  was  acting  as 
attendant.  Parties  close  by  ran  to  his  assistance 
and  lifted  him  out  of  the  water  where  he  had 
been  standing  in  the  act  of  casting  his  line.  He 
was  carried  to  the  bothy  close  at  hand,  but  only 
lived  a few  hours.  Mitchell,  who  was  aged 
seventy-two,  had  been  fifty  years  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Messrs.  Joseph  Johnston  and  Sons,  by 
whom,  and  especially  by  Jamie  Johnston,  he  will 
' be  much  missed.  He  was  well  known  as  one  of 
the  best  anglers  in  the  district. 


A rise  of  water  has  taken  place,  and  sport 
with  salmon  has  begun  to  improve  on  the  river 
Annan,  which  does  not  close  till  the  15th. 
Until  a week  ago  hardly  a fish  had  been  seen 
j to  run  or  leap  a weir,  but  at  last  they  have  begun 


to  bang  up  in  good  style.  Another  little  spate, 
and  a subsequent  steadying  of  the  water,  would 
insure  good  sport  up  almost  to  the  closing  day. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Loch  Awe  Fishery 
Improvement  Association,  held  in  Portsonachan 
Hotel  on  Friday  of  last  week,  it  was  resolved 
that,  after  making  provision  for  watching  the 
spawning  beds,  the  association  should  spend  all 
the  funds  at  its  disposal  on  restocking  the  loch 
with  trout.  The  same  course  was  followed  two 
years  ago  with  very  marked  success.  If  only  the 
whole  hosts  of  anglers  who  fish  Loch  Awe 
annually  would  contribute  a mite  to  the  funds’ 
expenses  for  re-stocking,  the  fishing  would  soon 
vastly  improve,  provided  regard  was  generally 
had  to  the  takeable  size  of  the  trout,  none  being 
basketed  that  did  not  come  up  to  the  now  famous 
“ three  to  the  pound  average.”  However,  I think 
the  association  are  rather  lax  in  working  up  for 
subscriptions  and  donations.  I once  publicly 
indicated  my  willingness  to  contribute  (although 
not  a frequenter  of  Loch  Awe),  but  I was  never 
called  upon  to  do  so.  

Just  at,  the  finish  some  fairish  sport  was  had  on 
the  Ugie  and  Ythan  pretty  low  down,  but  all 
owing  to  the  drought  the  season  on  these  rivers 
has  proved  nothing  short  of  an  absolute  failure. 


The  season  on  the  Forth  ticket  waters  has  been 
rather  a poor  one.  Last  week  the  spoit  was 
inferior  to  that  of  the  previous  week,  but  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  fish  caught  salmon 
showed  an  increase.  It  is  a remarkable  thing 
that  grilse  so  out-number  salmon  in  the  Forth 
in  the  autumn. 


Some  tidy  sport  with  salmon  was  had  in  the 
e('d  of  last  week  on  the  pretty  little  rivers 
Stinchar  and  Ince,  which  were  in  good  trim. 

With  the  water  in  worming  condition — thick 
as  “sowens” — the  boys  who  know  how  to  do  it 
have  lately  been  “ enjoying  excellent  sport  ” 
(ahem  !)  in  the  Teviot  and  Gala  with  yellow  trout 
in  “most  beautiful  condition”  (ahem!).  This 
sounds  very  fine,  does  it  not,  Mr.  Editor  ? 


A dear  friend  from  the  South  of  England,  who 
says  he  is  highly  pleased  with  the  Deveron  free 
fishing,  writes  me  from  the  Gordon  Arms  Hotel, 
Huntly  : “lou  will  be  interested  to  know  what 
sport  we  have  had.  Mr.  Grant,  the  hotel  keeper, 
got  me  on  to  private  water  on  Thursday,  when  I 
had  a salmon  of  61b.  and  a trout  of  21b. ; Friday, 
on  the  free  water,  I had  a fish  SJlb.  and  three 
trout,  51b. ; Saturday,  on  free  water,  my  friend 
had  a fish  61b.,  fresh  run  ; Monday,  on  free  water, 
I had  grand  sport,  getting  two  salmon,  221b.  and 
141b.  respectively,  both  fresh  run,  and  two  trout, 
•jib.  and  21b.  7oz. : Tuesday,  Mr.  Grant  again  got 
us  on  to  private  water,  when  I had  three  fish, 
3|lb.,  5|lb.,  and  Ilf  lb.,  and  one  trout  lib.  10oz., 
and  my  friend  had  a fresh-run  salmon  of  61b.  A 
big  spate  continuing  has  knocked  us  out  for  a 
few  days,  but  we  hope  to  do  better  still  before 
the  finish.  Our  success  was  mostly  with  the 
gudgeon.  Mr.  Grant,  the  hotel  keeper,  has  done 
a lot  for  us,  and  we  are  most  excellently 
appointed.”  


Some  of  the  poachers  for  salmon  in  the  district 
of  the  South  Esk  have  got  it  pretty  “ hot  ” from 
Sheriff  Robertson,  of  Forfar.  Might  it  not  be  a 
salutary  thing  to  let  the  “ rakers  ” behind  the 
dykes  on  the  North  Esk  have  it  with  equal 
severity  P A hundred  fish  for  two  days  was  the 
catch  totalled  up  by  one  sporting  (?)  party  out  of 
four  or  five  square  yards  of  water. 


^ The  Duke  of  Portland  has  taken  the  Floors 
Castle  water  of  the  Tweed  for  the  present  back- 
end fishing. 


The  latest  from  the  Border  rivers  is  that  they 
are  in  good  trim,  and  have  been  yielding  fine 
sport  for  some  days  past. 


Commensurate  with  their  reputation  the  Ness 
and  the  Deveron  are  the  only  rivers  in  Scotland 
of  importance  that  have  done  anything  like  well 
in  sport  with  salmon  this  autumn  as  yet. 
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A Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  while  fishing  from  the 
bank,  on  the  River  Earn,  observed  a seal  resting 
on  the  opposite  shoal  of  the  river.  About  the 
same  time  he  hooked  a salmon,  which  by  its 
endeavours  to  get  off  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  seal.  The  animal  plunged  into  the  water, 
and  soon  came  within  a few  yards  of  the 
salmon.  Mr.  Robertson,  however,  was  able  to 
ward  it  off,  and  secured  his  fish  with  little 
trouble.  He  afterwards  sent  his  gillie  to  the 
nearest  farm  for  a gun.  Four  shots  were  dis- 
charged at  the  seal  before  it  was  killed.  It 
was  one  of  the  grey  seals  that  frequent  the 
estuary  of  the  Tay,  and  measured  4ft.  in  length. 

The  Dowager  Countess  of  Lovelace,  fishing 
on  the  Bolgie  river  the  other  week,  had  a salmon 
of  241b.,  and  several  fine  sea  trout  in  one  day. 
Her  Ladyship  was  fishing  with  a tiny  trouting 
rod,  and  it  took  her  quite  two  hours  to  land  her 
24-pounder.  


During  the  last  eight  or  ten  days  of  the  season 
pretty  fair  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse  was  got 
in  some  of  the  reaches  of  the  River  Teith.  On 
Friday  morning  last  week  the  Ardoch  burn  (a 
tributary)  between  the  bridge  and  the  dam  at 
Longbank  was  literally  swarming  with  sea  trout, 
the  rapid  rise  of  the  river  with  Tuesday  night’s 
rain  having  brought  the  fish  up,  but  falling 
suddenly,  left  them  in  the  pools.  However, 
during  the  afternoon  and  night  a raid  had  been 
made,  and  by  Saturday  morning  they  had  nearly 
all  disappeared.  Such  a number  of  fish  has  not 
been  seen  in  this  part  for  the  past  thirty  years. 

Strange  what  baits  salmon  will  take,  especially 
below  dyke  obstructions,  when  the  water  is 
muddy  ! A friend  says  an  odd  thing  came  under 
his  notice  the  other  day.  He  saw  a man  fishing 
from  the  bank  on  the  North  Esk  with  nothing 
but  some  bare  hooks  and  about  4in.  length  of  dull 
lead  wire  wound  round  immediately  above  on  a 
triple  very  strong  trace.  With  this  rummy  tackle 
three  of  the  fish  he  caught  were  hooked  right  in 
the  mouth  ! Very  strange  ! They  must  have 
been  gaping  when  the  bait  was  smartly  jerked 
down  ! 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes : “ By  the 
time  these  lines  appear  in  print  we  will  have  bid 
farewell  — a long  farewell  — to  our  angling 
disappointments.  Some  lucky  persons  there  are 
in  our  midst  who  have  managed  to  put  in  a fairly 
good  record  for  the  season,  but  the  majority  com- 
plain. The  area  I am  able  to  speak  of  is  very 
limited,  but  so  far  as  I can  make  out  of  other 
localities,  by  report,  there  is  not  much  jubilation 
anywhere.  What  strikes  an  observant  angler 
most,  as  the  seasons  roll  on,  in  regard  to  these 
complaints,  is  the  persistence  with  which  one 
above  all  others  is  reiterated  from  every  quarter, 
and  from  year  to  year — and  that  growl  is  that 
the  fish  ‘ won’t  take.’  The  ethics  of  angling  don’t 
allow  a fish  to  be  taken  as  a rabbit  is  snared  or  a 
bird  is  shot ; hence,  with  abundance  of  ‘ game  ’ on 
every  side  of  him,  the  angler  is  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  fishy  whim.  Now  this  is  a hard 
case.  Other  sportsmen  ask  no  more  than  that 
there  be  plenty  of  game  to  work  upon;  the 
angler  may  have  this  plenty,  and  yet  not  allowed 
to  touch  one.  These  reflections  are  perhaps 
pardonable  after  seeing  lusty  fish  heaving  and 
frolicking  less  than  a rod’s  length  from  the 
angler’s  feet,  ‘ and  all  over  the  shop  ’ besides,  and 
yet  him  compelled  to  spin  the  favourite  phantom, 
the  deadly  Devon,  the  gruesome  gudgeon,  or  the 
popular  prawn  a whole  day  for  the  diversion  of 
these  creatures  merely  to  trudge  home  in  the 
dusk  with  an  empty  basket  and  a severe  back- 
ache. Should  any  reader  of  these  notes  have 
had  such  an  experience  this  autumn,  I should  be 
glad  to  have  his  private  opinion  (through  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette)  as  to  whether  he 
thinks  it  is  quite  right,  or  whether  he  is  not 
nursing  a strong  feeling  that  things  are  out  of 
joint,  and  that  fish  which  affront  an  angler  by 
derisively  gambolling  under  his  very  nose  have 
not  by  that  act  forfeited  their  rights  to  moral 
consideration.” 


The  favourable  reports  concerning  water  and 
fish  given  last  week  were  not  misleading,  as  the 
sport  has  much  improved  under  t lie  rise  of 
water,  but  it  came  too  late  to  do  muoii  good. 
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Several  baskets  of  sea  trout  have  been  had  noar 
hero,  and,  as  usual,  thoro  is  a spurt  of  worm 
fishers  for  trout  during  the  last  week  of  the 
season.  They  seem  to  say  to  themselves  as  the 
end  approaches:  “Well,  I must  have  one  cast 
morebol'ore  I lay  up  my  rod,  and  there’s  nothing 
any  use  hut  the  ‘ wurrum.’  ” So  worm  ing  goes  on 
briskly  for  a few  days. 


Wiuteth  the  Mackay : “The  last  few  days  of 
the  season  have  hoen  the  brightest  in  an  other- 
wise poor  record.  When  1894  comes  to  be 
summed  up  it  will  rank  among  the  lowest 
averages  for  the  past  twenty  years.  The  curtain 
fell  on  the  last  act  on  Wednesday  at  sundown, 
and  a slight  of  relief  went  up  from  the  hearts  of 
ihe  tired-out  gillies,  relieved  from  the  torture  of 
hanging  on  to  the  hack  end  of  a broken  down 
season.  Everything  goes  as  merry  as  a marriage 
hell  when  there  is  plenty  of  sport  agoing,  but  it 
becomes  a funeral  procession  returning  every 
day  with  empty  creels.  The  temperature  of  the 
river  was  very  low  till  Monday,  and  consequently 
large  flics  were  required  and  did  excellent  duty. 
On  the  Commonty  water  your  humble  servant 
had  a bit  of  luck  on  Saturday,  and  landed  three 
fish  one  after  the  other,  the  heaviest  scaling 
201b.  It  is  not  often  that  the  fates  are  so 
kind,  hut  the  river  was  in  splendid  fettle,  and  fish 
plentiful  and  of  excellent  quality.  George 
Duncan,  Dr.  Farquharson’s  keeper,  has  done 
fairly  well  on  the  semi-public  stretch,  and  has 
landed  some  sixteen  fish  during  the  past  fort- 
night or  so,  and  this  when  the  water  is  also  fished 
pretty  hard  by  the  Ballogie  keepers.  I mentioned 
last  week  that  there  is  a keen  demand  for  waters 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  season  just  closed  has 
proved  so  poor.  It  would  be  rather  premature  to 
give  figures,  but  one  fishery  in  the  middle  reaches 
has  been  let  at  a clean  rise  of  100  per  cent.  I am 
sometimes  sorry  when  I hear  of  people  being 
taken  in.  There  are  salmon  fishings  and  salmon 
fishings  ; and  as  I have  an  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  middle  and  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  in 
particular,  I shall  be  happy  to  place  my  experience 
privately  at  the  disposal  of  any  prospective  lessee 
applying  through  you.” 


FISHING  AT  THE  OUATCHOUAN 
FALLS,  CANADA. 


“ Ouatchouan,”  in  the  language  of  the 
Montagnais  Indians,  means  “ Do  you  see  the  falls 
there?” — and  the  pretty  Indian  word  certainly 
suffers  by  translation.  It  is  the  name  of  a very 
picturesque  fall,  268ft.  in  height,  or,  if  you 
prefer  it,  depth,  which  is  situated  about  six  miles 
from  the  township  of  Roberval,  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  St.  John,  province  of  Quebec.  The  wild 
Ouatchouan  river,  about  three  miles  before  it 
enters  the  lake,  makes  a great  leap  over  a broken 
mass  of  metamorphic  rock  right  down  into 
a chasm,  which  its  waters  have  created  in  the 
course  of  the  ages.  In  addition  to  the  other 
attractions — as  a guide  book  would  put  it — there 
is  a tremendous  gorge  above  the  falls,  through 
which  the  river  has  torn  its  way,  leaving  in  its 
wake  at  either  side  steep  and  rugged  banks,  from 
100ft.  to  160ft.  high. 

One  fine  morning  last  autumn,  the  writer, 
accompanied  by  his  brother  and  two  friends  (Mr. 
Neil  Macdonald,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Fitch,  of 
Detroit,)  set  out  in  a carriage  from  Roberval 
Hotel  to  visit  the  Ouatchouan  Falls.  We  had 
heard  that  some  fishing  might  be  had  in  the  pool 
below,  and,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  back  some 
trout,  two  of  our  number  had  looked  out  their 
rods  and  fly  books.  We  bad  a good  driver,  who 
rejoiced  in  the  imperial  name  of  Napoleon,  and 
his  pair  of  stout  Canadian  ponies  conveyed  us  in 
less  than  an  hour  to  a grist-mill  about  a mile 
below  the  falls.  Here  we  left  the  carriage  in 

charge  of  the  emp , I mean  the  driver, 

Napoleon,  whom  we  provided  with  lunch  and  left 
to  his  own  devices  for  some  five  or  six  hours. 

There  is  no  mistaking  the  route.  The  brown 
and  turbulent  flood  of  the  Ouatchouan  sweeps 
past  the  mill,  and  merrily  turns  the  wheel  when- 
ever the  miller  has  corn  to  grind.  A winding 
path  leads  us  through  thickets  of  hazel,  wild 
cherry,  sumach,  and  beautiful  flowering  shrubs 
of  many  kinds  ; and  every  now  and  then  we 
catch  a glimpse  of  rocky  banks  and  the  rushing 


water  down  below.  The  thunder  of  the  cataract 
grows  louder  and  louder,  until  at  last,  through 
the  interlacing  branches  ahead,  wo  can  see  a 
cloudlike  mass  that  glistens  “ whiter  than  carded 
wool.”  A few  steps  more,  along  the  level,  then 
a race  down  a moist  and  slippery  zig-zag  path, 
and  here  wo  are  ! No  need  to  ask,  “ Do  you  see 
the  falls  there  ? ” either  in  the  Indian  or  any  other 
tongue.  They  are  quite  visible  to  the  naked  eye, 
and  the  prodigious  shock  of  the  big  river  falling 
almost  sheer  down  that  height  into  the  abyss 
below  makes  a thunderous  roar  like  that  of  heavy 
and  incessant  cannonading. 

When  one  tries  to  keep  up  a conversation  at 
the  very  top  of  one’s  voice,  one  soon  acquires 
that  desirable  habit  of  brevity  which  is  said 
to  be  “the  soul  of  wit.”  Did  you  ever  try 
to  tell  a good  joke  in  a key  loud  enough 
to  shame  that  of  an  average  fog-horn?  The 
listener,  in  his  desire  to  get  the  benefit  of  a laugh 
to  ease  his  own  tired  throat,  yells  back,  “ What  ? ” 
The  polite  and  deferential  “ I beg  your  pardon  ! ” 
is  too  long  a phrase  to  employ  in  the  near  neigh- 
bourhood of  a waterfall.  You  shriek  out  the  jest 
a second  time,  and  your  expectant  friend  “ smiles 
a sort  of  sickly  smile,”  as  if  he  had  at  last  got  a 
faint  notion  of  what  it  was  all  about.  He  grins 
feebly  and  nods  his  bead  as  if  he  would  nod  it  off, 
and  you  see  his  lips  forming  the  words,  “ Oh  yes, 
I see — ha!  ha! — very  good  indeed.”  This  par- 
ticular kind  of  deception  is  called  “acting  a 
pious  fraud,”  only  be  it  noted  that  the  honest 
fellow  says  “ I see,”  not  “ I hear.”  Of  course  he 
sees  you  laughing  immoderately  at  your  own  wit, 
after  the  manner  of  jokers  in  general,  and  he 
would  not  for  the  world  appear  unsympathetic. 

After  luncheon  two  of  us  began  to  fish  in  the 
troubled  waters  at  the  base  of  the  fall.  My 
friend  in  the  illustration  above  makes  a striking 
and  picturesque  figure,  but  he  will  come  down 
from  that  lofty  perch  in  about  five  minutes  a 
wiser  and  certainly  a wetter  man.  Imagine  the 
sensation  of  fishing  in  a shower  bath,  and  you 
will  understand  how  ten  minutes  of  this  sort  of 
thing  will  suffice  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  son  of  old  Izaak,  and  compel  him  to 
seek  a drier  and  serener  clime.  Anyhow,  that 
was  the  experience  of  the  writer.  The  clime,  or 
rathei  climb,  he  sought  was  up  the  steep  and 
rocky  side  of  the  falls.  He  was  tempted  thereto 
by  an  apparently  easy  staircase  of  charred  logs 
that  the  river  had  swept  aside,  as  if  in  scorn  that 
such  puny  waifs  and  strays  should  attempt  to 
stop  its  resistless  plunge.  These  logs,  the  melan- 
choly victims  of  some  great  forest  fire,  were 
piled  in  chaotic  masses  right  up  to  the  top, 
forming  a black  but  by  no  means  comely  border 
to  the  magnificent  cataract. 

Well,  I had  with  some  difficulty  hooked,  and, 
at  the  risk  of  a header  into  the  whirlpool,  landed 
two  good-sized  trout,  when  the  pleasures  of 
fishing  in  a shower  bath  began  to  pall,  and  I 
felt  an  inward  craving  for  a change  of  excite- 
ment, no  matter  what.  I glanced  upward  at  the 
ladder  of  logs  above  mentioned,  and  a happy 
thought  occurred  to  me.  It  seemed  quito  prac- 
ticable to  scramble  up  by  their  help,  and  get  a 
view  of  the  falls  and  the  distant  lake  from 
the  wooded  ridge  above  the  river.  I communi- 
cated my  plan,  that  is,  I shouted  it  into  the 
ear  of  my  friend  Macdonald,  who  was  balancing 
himself  gracefully  on  a rock  close  at  hand. 
“ What  do  you  say  ? Shall  we  try  it  ? If  you 
care  to  come,  I’ll  go  first  and  explore  the  way.” 
“All  right  ” was  the  gallant  reply,  “I’m  game; 
if  Bruce  leads,  a Macdonald  will  follow.”  I 
applauded  this  brave  and  patriotic  sentiment  by 
clapping  my  hands,  and  we  straightway  began 
our  climb.  My  friend  told  me  in  a burst  of 
confidence  that  he  loved  newT  sensations,  and  that 
this  was  what  tempted  him  to  join  me.  If  so, 
he  was  soon  in  a position  to  congratulate  himself 
on  having  discovered  a very  good  thing  in  sen- 
sations, and  let  us  hope  he  liked  it. 

We  made  the  initial  mistake  of  burdening 
ourselves  with  two  fishing  rods  (at  full  length) 
and  a camera.  We  fondly  hoped  to  be  rewarded 
for  our  pains  bj'  picking  up  some  trout  in  the 
pools  above  the  falls  ; and  I wanted  a bird’s-eye 
view  of  the  river-gorge  below  them.  I had  slung 
the  camera-case  by  a strap  round  my  neck,  as 
I expected  to  have  some  gymnastics  to  go  through, 
and  these  are  not  usually  performed  with  a box 
in  one  hand  and  a fishing-rod  in  the  other.  But 
you  shall  hear  how  we  fared. 
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Our  staircase,  which,  as  I have  said,  consisted 
of  black  logs,  tilted  at  every  conceivable  angle, 
was  not  exactly  an  ideal  one ; but  we  doggedly 
scrambled  along,  my  comrade  sticking  gallantly 
to  my  heels.  By  the  time  we  were  half-way  up, 
the  camera  hung  like  a millstone  round  my  neck, 
and  the  rod  was  a veritable  stumbling-block  and 
snare  to  my  feet.  Never  mind,  thought  I ; we 
shall  soon  be  at  the  top  now,  and  began  to  hum 
“ Excelsior — Excelsior  ! ” But  it  is  unwise  to 
halloo  (or  hum)  until  one  is  out  of  the  wood,  and 
we  were  by  no  means  out  of  the  wood,  as  the 
sequel  will  show.  In  fact  our  real  difficulties 
began  just  here.  I bad  run  over  a few  bars  of 
my  song  and  crawled  over  a pile  of  logs,  when  I 
concluded  to  sing  the  rest  of  “Excelsior”  on 
reaching  the  top.  Let  me  picture  the  position. 
To  the  left  rose  a slope  steeper  than  the  roof  of  a 
house,  and  so  densely  covered  with  young  pines 
and  underwood  that  it  seemed  all  but  impossible 
to  force  a way  through  them.  A few  feet  to  the 
right  thundered  the  fall.  In  front,  slanting 
upwards  along  the  side  of  the  escarpment,  lay  a 
huge  black  log,  some  thirty  feet  in  length.  The 
far  end  of  it  rested  on  a rocky  ledge.  As  there 
was  positively  no  other  pith,  and  as  it  looked 
quite  firm,  I stepped  on  it  gingerly,  using  my  rod 
as  a rope-walker  uses  his  pole.  When  I had 
edged  along  a yard  or  two,  I heard  an  ominous 
grating  noise,  and  saw  that  the  treacherous 
rubble  at  the  other  end  had  given  way.  The 
whole  log  was  slipping  slowly  but  surely  down  to 
the  brink  of  the  fall.  It  is  needless  to  say  I made 
very  good  time  on  the  return  track,  and  succeeded 
in  gaining  firm  ground  just  a3  my  end  of  the  log 
followed  the  rest  in  plunging  sullenly  into  the 
gulf  amid  a shower  of  earth  and  stone3. 

Mr.  Macdonald,  who  had  been  a breathless 
spectator  of  this  acrobatic  performance,  agreed 
with  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  choose  another 
route,  and  avoid  that  “ bad  step,”  which  faintly 
reminded  us  of  a certain  place  in  the  Island  of 
Skye.  There  was  no  help  for  it  but  to  struggle 
up  through  the  thick  brush,  a little  further  off 
from  the  perilous  edge  of  the  fall.  G.  T.  Bruce. 

(To  be  continued.) 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  OF  IZAAK 
WALTON  IN  LONDON. 


The  following  sums  have  been  received  or  pro- 
mised towards  the  Memorial  Window  by  Mr. 
Marston,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of 


the  Fund : — 

£ s.  d. 

“ A Fly-fisher  ” 2 2 0 

Booker,  Reg.  E 1 1 0 

Clowes  and  Sons,  Messrs.  ...  2 2 0 

Brougham,  W.  H 0 10  6 

Eagle  Angling  Society  (per  J. 

G.  Dyer,  hon.  sec.)  0 10  6 

Hall,  H.  S 1 1 0 

North,  The  Hon.  Sir  Ford  ...330 
Nottingham  Wellington 
Angling  Society  (per  H. 

Spray,  hon.  sec.)  1 1 0 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling 
Society  (per  W.  Bowyer, 

hon  sec.) 0 5 0 

Sachs,  T.  R.  (President  Pisca- 
torial Society) 1 1 0 

White,  Charles 0 10  0 

Wilson,  David  1 1 0 

Acknowledged  on  Oct.  20  ...  63  18  6 


£78  G G 


Large  Dace. — A very  well  authenticated  in- 
stance of  a dace  exceeding  lib.  in  weight  has 
recently  come  under  my  notice.  It  was  caught  in 
the  Upper  Kennel,  at  Ramsbury,  by  Mr.  J.  J. 
Bolding,  a member  of  the  Fly  fishers’  Club.  He 
was  fishing  for  trout  with  a white  quill  gnat  on, 
eyed  hook  00  size,  and  rose,  booked,  and  landed  a 
dace  weighing  lib.  3oz.  Mr.  Halford  measured 
it,  and  it  was  from  tip  of  nose  to  tip  of  tail,  13Jin. 
long,  with  9in.  girth.  Here  again  comes  in  a 
little  puzzlement  as  to  measurements,  for  I 
recently  read  of  a dace  weighing  lpb.,  taken  in 
the  river  Lark,  which  was  12in.  long  and  8in.  in 
girth.  The  measurements  of  the  Bolding  dace 
are,  at  any  rate,  certainties.— W.  S.  in  the  Field, 
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Iprovuncial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

| Business  at  the  clubs  is  at  the  present  time  very  quiet. 
; This  is  owing  in  a great  measure  to  the  all-important 
contests  having  been  got  through,  and  also  that  the 
weather  has  not  been  suitable  for  the  members  to  turn 
out,  as  we  have  had  some  very  heavy  rains,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  rivers  are  out  of  condition.  The  canals 
and  pools  have  been  very  little  interfered  with  by  the 
rain,  and  some  first-class  sport  has  been  had  with  the 
pike  at  Westwood  Lake,  near  Droitwich,  on  Saturday 
last,  when  Messrs.  F.  Harris  and  E.  Mason  took  thirty- 
two  fish,  the  aggregate  weight  of  which  was  1081b. 
Several  of  the  members  of  the  Vine  Unity  have  been  out 
to  a private  pool  in  the  Kidderminster  district  on 
Monday  last,  and  took  six  nice  pike.  There  still  remain 
a large  quantity  of  small  pike  in  the  canal  from  Brearley 
up  to  Stratford.  This  is  a rare  practice  water  for  the 
novice,  as  he  would  be  able  to  get  his  hand  in  for 
securing  the  larger  specimens  to  be  found  elsewhere. 
Owing  to  the  bad  reports  brought  to  the  Tenby  Society 
from  the  Barnt  Green  Canal  fishery,  the  club  have 
, decided  to  postpone  their  contest,  and  arrange  at  a special 
general  meeting  to  have  it  fished  later  on  in  the  season 
elsewhere.  The  Tenby  open  musical  night  is  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  Nov.  7,  when  Messrs.  King  and  Cottrell  will 
be  pleased  to  see  any  members  of  kindred  clubs  present. 
Mr.  Quarterman,  the  secretary  of  the  Queen’s  Tavern 
Society,  informs  me  that,  owing  to  their  recent  litiga- 
tion with  one  of  their  chief  officers,  which  was  unsuc- 
cessful, the  funds  of  his  society  are  at  a very  low  ebb. 
And,  in  order  to  place  the  club  in  a better  financial 
position,  the  committee  have  decided  to  hold  a concert 
in  aid  of  the  funds  at  the  Old  Aston  Tavern  about  the 
middle  of  November.  The  St.  George’s  Society  have 
1 lately  acquired  a nice  stretch  of  the  Trent  close  to 
Armitage  railway  station.  This  will  be  the  means  of  the 
I club  making  more  members,  as  the  water  contains 
plenty  of  fish,  and  the  members  are  allowed  to  fish  on 
' Sundays,  which  is  a great  privilege  to  Birmingham 
anglers.  Mr.  T.  Mealing,  of  the  Ship  Inn,  Pershore, 
jj  caught  a grand  hream  in  the  Avon  last  week,  weighing 
1;  71b.  2Joz.  It  was  forwarded  to  Birmingham,  and  has 

now  been  sent  to  Cooper’s,  of  London,  for  setting  up  ; 
and,  when  completed,  it  will  find  a resting  place  on  the 
I,  walls  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Club,  in  Berkeley-street. 

A special  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Birmingham 
‘ Heath  Society  was  held  on  Monday  evening  last,  for 
the  transaction  of  special  important  business,  when 
several  new  officers  were  elected,  chief  of  which  being 
the  secretary,  when  Mr.  Neale  was  elected  in  the 
| place  of  Mr.  j.  Dudley.  A new  delegate  to  the  associa- 
I tion  was  also  elected.  A special  meeting  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  Nov.  8,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
chief  officers  for  1895. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

_ Rain  has  greatly  interrupted  sport  in  the  Fen  district 
since  my  last  report ; in  fact,  there  has  only  been  two 
available  days  for  fishing,  viz.,  Monday  and  Tuesday. 
Although  the  rains  have  been  heavy  and  continuous 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  had  a very  marked  effect 
upon  the  condition  of  the  waters,  and  the  fish,  especially 

■ roach,  have  offered  fine  sport.  1 heard  of  221b.  of  roach 

| being  taken  by  one  rod  from  the  Forty-foot  on  Monday, 

and  another  bag  of  181b.  on  the  following  day.  These 
fish,  which  were  secured  from  baited  swims,  were  an 
even  lot,  averaging  nearly  Jib.  each  ; other  noteworthy 
captures  of  roach  have  also  been  made.  Pike  fishing 
has  now  become  pretty  general  on  most  of  the  Fen 
j waters,  and  the  best  sport  is  being  had  on  the  Witbam, 
Forty-foot,  Welland,  and  Glen.  On  the  first-named 
river  two  brace  secured  near  Tattershall  weighed  211b., 
and  a brace  taken  from  the  Forty-foot  scaled  151b.,  the 
heaviest  being  nearly  101b.  The  other  waters  named 
1 have  yielded  a nice  lot  of  pike,  but  nothing  exceptional 
i in  weight  has  been  recorded. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  the  river  Hull  has 
! nearly  got  cleared  of  the  floating  weed,  and  the  roach 
j are  again  taking  paste  freely,  especially  in  the  upper 
I portion  of  the  river.  Bottom  fishers  are  having  good 
I sport  among  the  flounders  and  eels,  and  one  angler 
secured  a bream  weighing  over  21b.  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Cicey.  Some  good  takes  of  flounders  have  also 
been  had,  both  at  Goxhill,  Barrow,  and  Hedon  Havens. 

I The  codlings  have  arrived  in  the  river  Humber,  a few 

■ having  been  caught  of  fair  size.  Some  fair  sport  has 
been  had  at  the  Alexandra  and  Victoria  Docks  among 
the  whiting ; coal  fish,  and  smelts,  and  a few  good  sized 

| flounders  have  also  been  taken.  A contest  has  taken 
place  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  at  Newport,  for 
i the  river  Hull  Society’s  gold  medal,  four  of  the  members 
having  an  equal  number  of  points,  which  resulted  in 
i Mr.  G.  Turner  being  declared  the  winner  for  the  second 
season  in  succession  ; the  prize  will  be  delivered  to  him 
at  the  annual  dinner.  We  understand  that  the  Hull 

f Nevis  annual  prize  of  one  guinea  has  been  won  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Chester,  of  the  Minerva  Angling  Society,  with 
nine  points,  he  having  taken  three  first  prizes  out  of  the 
I four  club  matches  during  the  present  season. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

| _ Since  the  rain  and  consequent  improved  condition  of 

rivers  in  the  Lake  District,  a considerable  amount  of 
I fishing — fair  and  otherwise  — has  been  indulged  in. 

William  Topping  was  recently  charged  with  fishing  in 
the  river  Derwent  with  rod  and  line  without  having  first 
I taken  out  a licence,  and  was  fined  ,£2  including  costs. 


More  serious  charges  were  those  against  throe  others 
for  using  “ snatches  ” on  the  same  river,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  salmon.  Two  of  the  defendants  wore  labourers 
and  the  third  a fishmonger,  each  of  whom  was  separately 
represented  by  a solicitor,  a fourth  solicitor  being  engaged 
for  the  prosecution.  The  charges  were  proved  by  water 
bailiffs,  and  the  Bench  imposed  fines  of  £3  in  each 
instance,  the  magistrates  being  asked  to  state  a case. 
During  the  hearing  a witness  stated  that  salmon  could 
be  bought  in  the  town  for  threepence  or  fourpence  a 
pound. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  presentation  ceremony  in  Manchester,  on  the  7th, 
promises  to  be  a very  enjoyable  affair,  the  promoters 
are  fortunate  in  securing  two  such  prominent  anglers 
as  the  Rev.  0.  P.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Thos.  Harker,  for  two 
better  speakers  at  an  event  of  this  kind  could  not  be 
found.  The  attendance  of  these  gentlemen  from  the 
premier  organisation  in  this  city  will  go  a long  way  to 
promote  a friendly  feeling  between  all  classes  of  anglers 
in  the  district.  On  the  6th  the  Kingfishers  are  noted 
for  an  important  meeting  in  view  of  the  coming  winter, 
when  an  extensive  programme  of  stocking,  &c.,  will  be 
carried  out.  The  recent  rains  are  very  welcome  to  many 
local  societies  owning  private  waters,  for  so  low  had  the 
same  become  that  there  was  cause  for  great  anxiety. 
The  law  of  libel  is  such  a lottery,  or  allusion  might  be 
made  to  legal  proceedings  of  a character  reflecting  on 
the  conduct  of  some  Lancashire  officials  who  have 
received  and  failed  to  pay  over  moneys  on  account  of  the 
parent  association.  Nevertheless  the  order  of  the  court 
for  periodical  instalments  will  doubtless  recover  the 
amount  but  the  disgrace  still  remains  with  the  delinquents. 
Owing  to  the  extensive  abuse  of  privileges  (to  put  it  in  a 
mild  form)  the  occasional  permits  to  visit  a splendid 
local  resort  near  Manchester  are  for  ever  stopped  ; 
perhaps  the  chief  offenders  are  proud  (?)  of  their  share 
in  the  transactions,  and  are  now  sadder  and  wiser  men. 
Is  it  likely  that  anglers  in  their  common  senses  would 
constrne  a permit  to  fish  private  waters  as  covering  a 
party  of  fifteen?  Would  any  of  the  fifteen,  if  they  owned  a 
private  fishery,  entertain  any  application  for  a permit  for 
such  a party  ? The  reports  of  actual  sport  are  still 
mediocre,  and  beyond  a few  pike  and  the  inevitable 
“ good  catches  in  private  waters,”  nothing  worth  noting 
is  to  hand.  She  Swinton  anglers  were  successful  in 
winning  their  fixture  with  the  Bolton  Club  on  the  27th 
by  Joz.  in  the  gross  weight. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  exceptionally  heavy  rains  during  Saturday  and 
Sunday  effected  a great  and  much  needed  change  in  the 
state  of  the  streams.  During  the  early  part  of  this  week 
the  water  came  down  in  immense  volumes,  but  no 
inconvenience  was  experienced,  as  the  facilities  at 
Leicester  for  getting  rid  of  any  quantity  are  so  exten- 
sive. Anglers  were  able  to  get  about  comfortably  by 
Tuesday  at  the  canal  and  river  close  to  the  town.  The 
waters  were  of  course  very  heavy  and  much  discoloured  ; 
still,  the  old  hands  who  know  the  seasons  were  out, 
and  several  managed  to  secure  good  baskets.  Mr.  Prime 
showed  a lot  consisting  of  131b.  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Low 
51b.  of  roach  and  three  brace  of  perch.  Those  anglers 
who  fished  the  backwaters  at  Aylestone  for  chub  met 
with  a fair  amount  of  success.  Mr.  Hobbs  got  a brace  ; 
Mr.  Thompson  showed  one  specimen  21b.  lOoz. ; and 
several  anglers  got  broke  with  heavy  fish,  as,  owing  to 
the  flooded  state  of  the  waters,  they  were  rather  out  of 
their  hearings.  Above  Leicester  the  waters  at  Blaby, 
Narborough,  and  Croft  are  in  a flooded  state,  and  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  land  are  covered  with  water,  thus 
rendering  fishing  in  that  locality  impracticable  until  the 
waters  have  cleared  off.  The  Wreake  Valley  has 
received  but  scant  attention.  By  the  middle  of  the 
week  the  waters  at  Leicester  had  gone  down  consider- 
ably, and  the  keeper  reported  that  the  streams  were  fit 
for  all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing.  The  fishing  match 
between  Messrs.  Muddimore  and  Smith  and  Richardson 
and  Manship  ended  in  a draw,  consequent  of  the  storm 
last  Saturday.  The  last  mentioned  pair  have  issued 
another  challenge  to  Messrs.  Muddimore  and  Smith  to 
fish  anywhere  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  <£25  a-side,  the 
spot  to  be  stated  seven  days  prior  to  the  fishing. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  had  wet  and  fine  days 
alternately,  and  this  has  not  conduced  to  good  coloured 
waters  for  pike  fishing,  at  any  rate  on  the  broads.  The 
rivers  are  in  fair  order,  but,  except  on  the  Bure  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Ant  and  Salbouse,  very  little  has  been 
done.  On  the  stretch  of  water  some  good  baskets  of 
pike  up  to  121b.  a fish,  and  perch  up  to  31b.  have  been 
taken  by  various  anglers  living  in  the  neighbourhood. 
These  fish  have  been  taken  chiefly  by  spinning  and 
trailing.  Cod  fishing  at  Lowestoft  is  now  excellent 
sport.  Fish  averaging  Gib.  and  running  up  to  211b.  have 
been  taken  during  the  week. — A.  J.  Rudd. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  a general  break  up  of  the  weed  on  the 
Trent,  and  ooarse-fish  anglers  are  now  hoping  to  meet 
with  improved  sport.  The  river  has  been  up  4ft.  or 
more,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  on  Wednesday  night 
rain  was  again  falling,  so  that  fluctuations  may  be  in 
store.  Since  the  change  some  pike  have  even  been  caught 
by  fishing  close  in  the  banks.  In  the  Grantham  Canal 
three  pike  of  111b.,  81b.,  and  5£lb.  have  fallen  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  W.  Draper.  Coarse  fishing  is  so  far 
comparatively  quiet,  as  anglers  fear  the  weather  in 
going  any  distance  from  home  by  early  train,  but  that 
dace  are  taking  the  worm  freely  is  proved  by  the 
daily  catches  of  the  bait  fishermen  near  the  town. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Society  a donation  of  a guinea 


was  voted  to  the  fund  being  raised  by  Mr.  Marston 
towards  the  proposed  memorial  window  in  London  to 
Izaak  Walton.  Mr.  H.  Spray,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
society,  complains  to  your  correspondent  of  having 
received  a letter  from  “ H.  H.”  (who  is  an  entire 
stranger  to  him)  ; your  correspondent  has  also  received 
one,  and  he  would  thank  the  writer  kindly  to  mind  his 
own  business.  If  there  is  a repetition  of  it,  your  corres- 
pondent will  take  means  to  vindicate  his  own  honour 
and  character. 

FROM  READING. 

The  continual  rains  have  rendered  the  waters  thick, 
but  should  the  weather  continue  as  it  is  at  the  time  of 
writing,  some  excellent  fishing  may  be  anticipated  by 
the  time  these  lines  appear  in  print.  With  a view  to 
trout  breeding,  the  river  adjoining  the  properties  of 
Mr.  Mount  and  Mr.  Keyser,  of  Aldermaston,  near 
Reading,  was  netted,  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
the  pike.  The  process  was  not  very  successful,  owing 
to  the  swiftness  of  the  stream,  and  the  large  holes  which 
abound  therein. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  heavy  floods  we  have  lately  experienced  will 
doubtless  have  the  beneficial  effect  of  causing  a satis- 
factory run  of  salmon  to  the  spawning  beds.  This  ques- 
tion of  river  pollution  is  a growing  evil,  and  demands 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  authorities.  Summer 
after  summer  has  passed  away  without  anything  being 
done  by  the  Shrewsbury  Council  or  by  district  sanitary 
authorities  in  the  county  taking  any  steps  to  remove 
from  the  river  the  foul  sewage  matter  that  flows  into  it 
on  every  hand  ; but,  meanwhile,  the  pollution  is  on  the 
increase,  and  the  general  public  are  still  the  sufferers. 
The  Shrewsbury  Council  has  touched  upon  the  question 
more  than  once,  and  at  the  November  elections  the 
vario  us  candidates  are  strong  in  their  denunciation  of 
the  present  system  or  lack  of  system.  Perhaps,  after  a 
few  more  years  agitation,  the  rulers  of  Shrewsbury  and 
neighbourhood  will  wake  up  and  move  with  the  times. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Severn  and  Teme,  owing  to  the  continued  heavy  rain, 
are  very  high  and  discoloured.  Angling  out  of  the 
question,  but  it  will  be  of  great  benefit  in  clearing  the 
mass  of  dead  leaves  and  filth  out  of  the  rivers.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  the  past  week  large  takes  of  roach,  dace, 
and  chub  were  taken,  the  baits  principally  used  being 
paste  and  pith  and  brains,  and  an  unusual  quantity  of 
very  fine  flounders  with  the  worm.  The  Avon  is  still 
fishable,  but  the  roach  are  going  badly,  but  rare  sport 
has  been  had  among  the  bream  with  the  worm  ; and  the 
71b.  fish  taken  by  Mr.  Meaking,  of  Pershore,  which  was 
mentioned  in  the  F.  G.t  has  been  beaten  by  Mr.  S. 
Cosnett,  of  the  Pershore  Angling  Club,  who  landed  a 
beauty  of  71b.  2)-oz.  Pike  fishing  is  fairly  good,  and 
some  good  medium-sized  fish  have  been  taken,  princi- 
pally with  live  baits,  but  nothing  over  101b. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

DUBLIN. — The  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  have 
issued  an  important  circular  regarding  trout-fishing  in 
Ireland  during  the  month  of  October,  the  final  month  for 
angling  in  this  country.  It  has  been  freely  distributed 
by  the  constabulary,  and  affects  not  only  anglers  but 
others  concerned  in  fishing.  The  document  states  that 
in  all  districts  in  Ireland  where  it  is  legal  to  fish  by  rod 
and  line,  or  otherwise,  during  October  all  persons  con- 
cerned are  cautioned  against  sending  trout  to  England, 
as  the  sale  of  such  fish  is  absolutely  prohibited  there 
between  Oct.  2 and  Feb.  1.  It  is  well  that  anglers 
should  know  this.  A magnificent  specimen  of  a royal 
sturgeon  was  captured  in  Dublin  Bay  on  Saturday 
morning  last,  and  is  now  on  view  at  Lawson- Powells, 
No.  3,  Chatham-street.  It  is  bulky  and  handsome,  and 
measures  over  7ft.  in  length.  Heavy  weather  prevails 
here  ; little  is  being  done  in  rough  fishing. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  T.  Andrews’  Circular. 

Westgate  House,  Guildford, 

November,  1894. 

Besides  important  alterations  and  additions  to  my 
rearing  ponds,  I have  this  year  built  a new  hatchery, 
with  a capacity  for  a million  and  a half  of  ova. 

I do  not  recommend  fry  except  for  waters  which 
contain  no  fish  of  any  kind  ; but  places  which  have  been 
prepared,  by  removing  all  other  fish,  and  fencing  both 
inlet  and  outlet,  may  be  economically  and  successfully 
stocked  with  fry. 

If  the  water  requiring  to  be  stocked  already  contains 
a few  fish,  yearling  or  older  fish  should  be  introduced, 
the  mortality  and  loss  from  cannibalism  at  these  stages 
being  practically  nil. 

Finding  that  two-year-old  fish  are  in  such  request,  I 
reserved  40,000  yearlings  last  season  ; but  as  all  orders 
are  booked  in  rotation,  it  is  advisable  to  order  early, 
even  if  the  fish  are  not  required  immediately.  These 
fish  are  all  over  7in.,  and  up  to  12in. 

Yearlings  and  larger  fish  will  not  be  delivered  later 
than  April  30,  except  at  my  option,  as  there  is  risk  in 
transit  if  the  weather  becomes  warm. 

My  best  yearlings  average  Sin.  and  Gin.  long,  and  two- 
year-olds  from  7in.  to  lOin.  I have  smaller  yearling  fish 
at  lower  prices,  but  these  are  not  recommended. 

Special  arrangements  for  conveying  live  fish  have 
been  made  with  all  the  railway  companies. 

Purchasers  of  ova  should  mention  if  they  have 
appliances  for  hatching,  as  I can  send  them  to  hatch  in 
a day  or  two,  or  in  fourteen  days.  Ova  for  abroad 
would,  of  course,  have  to  be  packed  in  a much  earlier 
stage.  Hatching  boxes,  complete,  can  be  supplied. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tho  timo  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
of  tho  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  givon  below 

S30  min.  for  Cholsea.  r 55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ „ Putnoy,  \ 75  „ „ Richmond. 

45  „ „ Hammer-  Add  85  ,,  „ Twickon- 

smith.  / ham. 

50  „ „ Barnes.  ^85  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  lator. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  ov  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Nov. 

3 

Morning. 

4.50  

Evening. 
5.10 

Sunday, 

4 

5.31  

5.54 

Monday, 

5 

6.21  

6.48 

Tuesday 

0 

7.22  

7.59 

Wednesday,  ,, 

7 

8.39  

9.23 

Thursday, 

8 

10.  1 

10.  3 

Friday,  ,, 

9 

11.  4 

11.32 

High  Water 

AT 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Saturday,  Nov. 

3 

Morning. 

5.30  

Evening. 

5.50 

Sunday,  ,, 

4 

6.11  

6.34 

Monday,  ,, 

5 

7.  1 

7.28 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— One  of  my 
duties  in  the  work  of  the  past  was  to  accompany  Mr. 

G.  J.  Rough,  the  head  river  keeper  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy in  an  examination  of  the  flounder  nets  of  the 
netsmen  working  between  Strand-on-the-Green  and 
Wandsworth;  but  of  late  years  the  flounders  appear  to 
have  left  the  river,  and  there  has  been  no  need  of 
making  these  examinations.  I have  just  received  a letter 
from  Mr.  Rough,  in  which  he  says  “ I must  tell  you  that 
I think  we  shall  have  the  flounders  in  the  river  again, 
the  netsmen  have  been  catching  several  each  week,  and 
returning  them  to  the  river  again — this  is  a good  sign.” 
In  my  experience  of  the  river  I have  known  both  the 
barbel  and  the  gudgeon  to  have  appeared  to  have  left 
the  Lower  Thames,  and  in  regard  to  the  latter  I 
have  a letter  from  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis, 
stating  he  believed  “ the  gudgeon  had  left  the 
Thames,”  but  both  these  fish  have  come  back  again. 
The  late  rains  have  caused  almost  a complete  blank  in 
angling  results,  but  both  anglers  and  fishermen  are 
rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of  sport  when  the  river  has  got 
again  into  condition.  There  can  be  no  doubt  the  push 
of  water  will  have  a good  effect  in  clearing  away  the 
weeds,  and  afford  the  chance  of  some  good  jack  fishing. 
The  bank  fishers  will  find  plenty  of  nice  eddies  for  roach 
fishing,  but  at  present,  with  the  weirs  open  and  every 
shower  of  rain  getting  at  once  into  the  river,  the  general 
character  of  fi-hing  will  be  disturbed.— B. 

1 Hampton  Court.  — William  Melbourne 

writes  : “ The  water  on  Monday  last  rose  2ft.  and  is 
coming  down  very  thick.  The  weirs  are  drawn,  and 
there  is  too  much  stream  to  do  any  fishing.  If  we  can 
get  a few  fine  days  we  shall  have  some  good  fishing. 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  a few  roach. — B. 

— ■ (Kingston). — John  Johnson  has  a report  of 

taking  a few  bream,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  ; and  J. 
Knight,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Stevenson,  three  and  a half 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  another  day  with  Mr. 
Howse  eighteen  fine  roach. • — B. 

(Sunbury).— Mr.  W.  H.  Bolt  in  one  day,  with 

F.  Clark,  eleven  bream  and  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

H.  Herbert,  in  one  day,  three  dozen  of  fine  roach,  some 
of  them  fib.  each. — B. 

■ (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  one  day  with 

Dr.  Parkhurst,  twenty-seven  bream  weighing  541b. ; and 
another  day,  in  three  hours  with  Mr.  Vero  Shaw,  of  the 
Fisheries,  Teddington,  forty-seven  bream  weighing  861b., 
which  were  all  returned  to  the  river  again. — B. 

(Twickenham!.  — T.  Ainger,  in  two  days, 

with  Mr.  Thomlinson  and  son,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  John  Spong,  in  two  days,  401b.  of  roach  and 
dace. — B. 

(Wey bridge).  — Mr.  C.  H.  Wheelev  kindly 

informs  me  the  river  on  Monday  last  had  risen  3ft.  The 
Wey  was  pouring  down  thickly  coloured,  and  on  Satur- 
day last  and  the  day  following  the  anglers  were  then 
getting  some  splendid  roach.  The  high  water  had  made 
some  grand  eddies  for  roach  fishing. — B. 

— (Windsor).- — A grand  push  of  water  is  now 

coursing  through  the  Thames  valley,  carrying  with  it 
masses  of  weed  and  debris,  which  are  spinning  ronnd 
the  huge  eddies  and  being  whirled  along  by  the  turbid 
waters  at  a great  pace.  Anglers  who  go  in  for  pike  fish- 
ing should  watch  this  water,  and,  just  as  the  colour  is 
leaving  it,  try  then.  There  will  be  very  little  inconve- 
nience from  weeds  after  this,  especially  if  spinning  is 
resorted  to.  Since  my  last,  and  just  before  the  water 
thickened,  several  jack  were  had,  largest  81b.,  by  a 
London  bank  angler;  next  largest,  7£lb.,  lay  Mr. 
Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  who  also  had  three  others  of  about 
31b.  each.  Mr.  Howlett,  of  Eton,  whilst  spinning  for 
pike,  with  a dace  on  a Bedford  spinner,  took  a chub  of 
21b.  Very  few  roach  have  been  taken  ; even  the  army  of 
anglers  which  visited  Windsor  recently,  beyond  one 
roach  of  lib.  3oz.,  had  nothing  worth  looking  at.  As 
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soon  from  tho  North-terrace,  Windsor  Castle,  the  green 
meadows  wore  fringed  with  black,  but  to-morrow  in 
place  I expect  to  see  a huge  mantle  of  the  fashionable 
fawn  colour  hue.  Water  has  risen  Win.  daring  the  past 
twenty-four  hours. — B.  R.  Bamuridoe. 

Aide  (Aldeburgh-on-Sea).  Boat  anglers  can  still 
obtain  good  salt-water  fishing  in  the  river,  the  various 
fish  being  plentiful,  although  principally  small.  Above 
bridge,  in  freshwater,  reports  and  prospects  are  still 
more  favourable,  with  the  river  in  capital  condition 
after  the  recent  rainfalls.  Wild-fowl  and  many  of  the 
migratory  waders,  with  snipe  and  woodcock,  are  in 
strong  evidence,  and  offer  excellent  free  shooting  on  the 
river  and  extensive  saltings. — G.  A.  W. 

Ancholme  District.— There  is  a great  falling  off  in 
the  number  of  anglers.  The  river  is  now  in  a dis- 
coloured state  owing  to  recent  rains,  and  but  little  is 
done  at  present  except  bobbing  for  eels  at  night.  Some 
have  done  well  at  this  nocturnal  work. — Thomas  Ford. 

Arun  (Amberley).— The  river  is  overflowed  for  miles 
down  through  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  ; impossible  to  fish 
anywhere,  from  Pulborough  down  beyond  Amberley. — 
T.  Lee,  Wharf  Cottage. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  is  no  longer  any  grumb- 
ling at  the  scarcity  of  water.  Everywhere  the  streams 
are  huge  torrents,  and  fishing  is  next  to  impossible, 
lhe  leaves,  too,  are  so  thick  that  only  bottom  fishing  is 
available.  The  Camel  fishermen  have  got  in  amongst 
some  salmon  since  my  last  report,  one  getting  three, 
weighing  together  401b.,  in  a single  day,  Other  fish  of 
121b.,  101b.,  and  71b.  have  been  taken  in  the  same  river. 
Only  two  were  taken  in  the  Fowey,  and  they  were  small. 
The  last  day  of  the  Tamar  and  Plym  season  is  to-day 
(31st),  and  the  freshets  have  been  of  very  little  service 
to  the  fishermen  of  that  district. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen).— The  river  has  been  too  high  for 
salmon  or  grayling  fishing.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Amos 
Williams  killed  one,  4Jlb.,  with  minnow.  Tuesday,  Oct. 
30th,  D.  J.  Tiddell,  one,  51b.,  on  fly  ; Mr.  Amos  Williams, 
one,  101b.— Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries,  — We  have  had  a high 
water  for  some  little  time  now,  and  but  little  is  being 
attempted  in  consequence.  Rain  continues  to  fall  at 
short  intervals,  so  that  with  the  exception  of  a day  at 
the  opening  of  the  week,  there  has  been  little  done.— 
D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— The 

rivers  are  in  high  flood,  and  numbers  of  salmon  are 
passing  the  weirs,  more  than  have  been  seen  for  some 
years  past. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  broken  weather  is  interfering 
very  much  with  sport.  Just  as  the  river  is  getting  into 
order,  down  comes  the  rain  again.  There  have,  in  con- 
sequence, been  very  few  fish  killed,  though  several 
anglers  report  the  loss  of  a salmon  or  two.  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough,  as  usual,  heads  the  list  with  three,  one  of  221b., 
on  Monday,  and  two  of  221b.  and  281b.,  on  Wednesday, 
in  the  Crosby  Water,  besides  one  of  291b.  taken  in  the 
Esk,  when  the  Eden  was  not  in  order.  To-day  (Thurs- 
day), the  river  is  rising  again  and  will  scarcely  be  right 
this  week.  This  is  very  trying  to  the  temper  as  only 
fourteen  days  are  left  of  one  of  the  very  worst  seasons 
on  record.— Silver-grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  salmon  fishery  with  the  rod 
closed  on  Wednesday.  The  season  has  been  an  average 
one,  although  sport  commenced  late.  Since  our  last 
report  the  river  has  been  in  flood,  and  there  has  been 
too  much  water  for  good  angling.  Among  the  takes  are 
Mr.  F.  W.  Donkin,  five  salmon,  one  weighing  61b.,  two 
51b.  each,  and  two  31b.  each  ; Mr.  R.  Linton,  one  of 
61b.  ; Mr.  Robert  Hoy  (Grosmont),  two,  KHlb.  and  31b.  ; 
Mr.  Marden,  three,  two  weighing  41b.  each  and  the  other 
61b.  ; Mr.  Lee,  one  of  71b. — J.  .T.  Jackson. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 
has  been  stormy  and  uncomfortable  since  last  writing. 
The  heavy  rains  have  affected  the  rivers  proper,  but  on 
the  drains  the  rise  has  not  been  excessive,  thanks  to  the 
improved  means  of  disposing  of  the  surplus  at  the  out- 
falls and  pumping  engines.  The  increased  wet  will  do 
good,  as  it  will  sweep  away  many  of  the  weeds,  and 
this  is  happening  on  both  rivers  and  drains.  Angling 
has  been  pretty  well  confined  to  local  men  in  these 
parts,  and  only  now  and  then  have  more  than  odd  ones 
ventured  out.  Under  favourable  conditions  some  have 
done  fairly  well,  chiefly  among  roach  and  pike.  Before 
the  rise  the  Welland  subscribers  were  doing  well  on 
their  lengths.  On  the  Lower  Forty-foot  some  very  fine 
roach  have  recently  been  taken.  About  Billingborough 
good  roach  also  were  taken,  with  occasional  pike,  whilst 
reports  from  the  Glen,  &c.,  of  late  show  good  pike 
takes,  but  rather  on  the  small  side. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts.).— Sport  has  fallen  off  this  week 
a little,  or  rather  the  number  of  those  patronising 
angling  have  been  smaller  owing  to  the  stormy 
weather.  It  is  probable  if  we  have  much  more  rain  it 
may  be  stopped  for  a little  by  floods.  I hear  sport  with 
those  who  have  been  to  the  water  has  been  satisfactory, 
and  nice  baskets  of  roach  were  easily  made.  Down  the 
stream  and  below  Mattersey  trolling  is  the  leading 
attraction.  The  piok  of  the  fish  caught  are  not  by  any 
means  noteworthy,  but  they  are  finding  pike  fairly 
plentiful.  I have  no  news  from  the  upper  waters — 
among  grayling  there  is  probably  little  or  nothing  doing. 
— L. 

Lea  (Ponder's  End).  — The  water  is  now  (Tuesday) 
in  splendid  condition.  The  dredging  of  the  barge  river 
in  this  reach  is  improving  the  fishing.  Three  jack  have 
been  taken  recently.  The  rosult  of  the  competition  at 
tho  Pike  and  Anchor  is:  (1)  W.  Knight,  (2)  W.  J. 

Knight,  (3)  C.  Newton.  All  tho  prizes  were  won  with 
perch. — F.  Green. 

Lea  (Rye  House). — Tho  water  here  is  now  in  very 
good  condition  ; there  is  good  prospectefor  sport.  There 
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was  some  fine  takes  of  jack  on  Oct.  28.  C.  Bangham 
and  J.  Hopkins  landed  two  near  the  hotel,  and  Charles 
Bunyon,  of  2,  Popham-straet,  Islington,  landed  three 
jack  near  St.  Margaret’s,  one  weighing  8.ilb.,  the  other 
two  were  smaller. — J.  W.  II.  Cowell. 

Lea  (Ware). — A splendid  jack  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Baldock  on  Oct.  28,  weighing  101b.,  between  Ware  Bridge 
and  the  Tumbling  Bay,  measuring  2ft.  8-iin.  long,  and 
15iin.  in  girth  ; also  several  good  takes  of  roach  near  the 
Boom.  The  jack  is  being  preserved,  as  it  is  a very 
handsome  fish. — Phillips. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  much-required  push  of  water 
has  come  down  at  last ; most  certainly  we  have  had  rain 
enough  during  the  past  week  to  cause  a little  deluge;  at 
the  time  of  writing,  however,  this  has  not  occurred. 
There  is  a very  strong  stream  of  muddy  water  carrying 
with  it  a lot  of  rubbish  and  rldbria  of  weeds,  &c.,  coming 
down  the  old  river,  but,  thanks.  I believe,  to  the  Lea 
Improvement  Works,  the  water  has  not  overflowed  the 
banks  to  any  extent.  The  Barge  Canal  is  quite  fishable 
in  many  places,  as  it  is  not  so  much  affected  by  fresh 
water  on  account  of  its  numerous  locks.  On  Oct.  28 
some  fair  sport  was  had : Mr.  Baldock,  at  Ware, 
had  a good  pike  of  101b. ; other  anglers  accounted  for 
three  pike  up  to  51b.  in  weight.  Mr.  Clark  had  a dozen 
good  roach  from  Wade’s  Mill  on  the  rib.  The  Stort  was 
too  muddy,  and  nothing  was  done.  Mr.  Hayward  had 
a handsome  pike  weighing  5flb.  from  Dobb’s  Weir  at  the 
Fish  and  Eels.  Mr.  J.  Guyver  had  a nice  lot  of  chub 
and  dace  from  Waltham  Abbey.  There  will  be  an  open 
competition  there  on  Nov.  4. — Spliced  Joint. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  water  is  now  in  nice 
condition,  and  good  sport  being  obtained  by  visitors. 
Several  London  anglers  made  large  catches  of  fish  since 
last  Saturday.  Prince  Ranjitsinghi  (who  with  his  suite 
have  been  staying  at  the  Ram  Hotel)  took  271b.  of  roach 
and  dace  in  one  day.  Shonld  the  wind  keep  in  the 
same  quarter  as  at  time  of  writing — S.W. — with  no 
more  rain,  splendid  results  should  be  obtained. — I. 
Kolph. 

Lu gg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 

have  risen  quite  2ft.,  and  are  now  full  of  muddy  water 
owing  to  the  heavy  downfalls  of  rain.  Fishing  is  at  a 
standstill,  and  will  be  so  until  the  river  clears  again, 
when  some  good  sport  may  be  expected.  The  Pinsley  is 
high  and  coloured,  no  fishing  done  in  it  this  week. — 
Gwynne. 

JtMgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

A week  of  constant  heavy  storms  of  rain  have  kept  the 
rivers  in  flooded  condition.  To-day  (Wednesday)  they 
are  at  their  highest,  being  quite  bank-full,  and  in  many 
places  overflowing;  and  as  there  are  no  present  indica- 
tions of  an  alteration  in  the  weather,  it  is  uncertain 
when  they  may  be  in  angling  condition  again  ; certainly 
not  before  the  end  of  the  coming  week,  at  the  earliest. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — The  annual  autumn  flood 
is  now  in  full  force,  if  anything  on  the  downward  turn, 
so  the  river  will  not  be  any  good  for  fishing  until  next 
Monday  or  Tuesday,  that  is,  if  there  should  be  no  further 
rains.  Nothing  has  been  done  since  last  report.— 
R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Angling  is  very  quiet  here, 
and  not  many  anglers  have  been  out.  On  Monday  an 
angler  caught  a fine  pike  weighing  nearly  101b.,  near  to 
the  Town  Bridge,  and  a jack  was  captured  at  Milton 
Ferry  the  same  day,  but  in  a novel  manner.  One  of  the 
grooms  was  out  at  Milton  Ferry,  exercising  one  of  the 
horses,  and,  in  taking  a gate  near  to  the  ferry,  the  horse 
struck  the  upper  rail  of  the  gate  with  a loud  report  like 
a gun.  At  the  same  moment  a heron,  flying  overhead, 
dropped  into  the  middle  of  the  road  a pike  that,  on  being 
weighed,  scaled  3Jlb.  The  fish  bore  evidence  of  having 
been  gripped  between  the  gills. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye  (Yorkshire). — For  nearly  a 
fortnight  now  angling  in  these  rivers  has  been  nearly 
at  a standstill  owing  to  the  frequent  and  heavy  rain- 
storms. The  flood  has  registered  as  high  as  10ft.  at 
Ouse  Bridge,  York,  and  9ft.  in  the  Derwent  at  Malton. 
As  the  water  subsides,  and  should  the  snow  hold  off, 
good  sport  may  be  anticipated,  especially  by  the  pike 
and  grayling  fishermen. — Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  now  in  much 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  months,  and  the 
showery  weather  we  are  having  will  tend  to  keep  it  so. 
The  local  anglers  have  been  busy  amongst  the  pike  and 
roach,  and  anglers  from  a distance,  who  are  thinking  of 
visiting  this  neighbourhood,  should  do  so  now. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  greatly  im- 
proved by  being  in  flush  ; bank  full,  which  has  been  the 
whole  week,  and  is  at  present  what  really  was  wanted, 
and  is  unfishable.  After  this,  sport  may  be  good.  A 
nice  conditioned  fish,  111b.  5oz.,  was  taken  on  the 
31st  ult.  in  a quiet  eddy,  and  good  roach  have  been 
taken,  one  21b.  and  several  from  Jib.  to  lib.  Anglers 
may  look  forward  for  good  sport  in  a few  days  if  there 
is  no  change  for  the  worse.— H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  recent  rains  have  given  the 
water  a nice  colour,  and  it  could  not  be  in  better  con- 
dition than  at  present. — W.  Nash. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Water  in  first-olass  condition 
again,  and  roach  have  been  feeding  freely  ; jaok  also  have 
been  well  to  the  front  this  week.  The  largest,  however, 
to  my  knowledge  being  71b.,  and  any  number  of  smaller 
ones,  one  very  nice  perch  ljlb.  taken  tho  other  day.  The 
warm  change  has  also  brought  the  bream  on  again,  as 
several  have  been  taken. — A.  Scard. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Angling  has  been  imprac- 
ticable during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  heavy  floods, 
consequent  upon  the  intermittent  rainfalls,  but  pro- 
spects are  brighter  from  the  same  reason,  and  as  soon  as 
the  streams  dear,  the  pike  tackle  will  be  usod  with  suc- 
cess. Mr.  A.  Ellis,  of  Mardol,  Shrewsbury,  has  had 
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.some  grand  sport  recently,  numbering  among  his  cap- 
tures two  pike  of  111b.  and  61b.  respectively,  and  several 
weighing  51b.  each  and  under.  The  coarse  fish  will 
yield  good  sport  during  the  coming  winter. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech. — All  these  rivers  arc  at  present  very  full  of  water, 
and  greatly  discoloured  owing  to  the  stormy  weather  at 
present  experienced,  but  fortunately  the  heavy  rain  last 
week  abated  at  a oritical  time,  and  thus  the  threatened 
flood  was  averted.  The  rivers,  which  before  the  rain 
were  at  such  a low  ebb  that  they  could  be  crossed 
in  places  without  wetting  the  feet,  rose  so  very  suddenly 
that  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  some  overflowed 
their  banks,  and  the  present  high  water  will  enable  the 
salmon  to  travel  up  for  breeding  purposes,  which  before, 
owing  to  scarcity  of  water,  they  could  not.  During  the 
past  week  some  large  pike  have  been  taken  by  trolling 
tackle  in  the  Severn,  Vyrnwy,  and  lower  end  of  the 
Tanat,  and  some  fine  chub  and  coarse  fish  brought  to 
hand,  but  it  will  take  a few  days  of  settled  weather 
before  anything  can  be  attempted  with  any  prospect  of 
success  amongst  the  grayling. — Vyrnwy. 

Slapton  Ley. — Heavy  and  continuous  rains  have 
raised  the  Ley  to  a greater  height  than  has  been  known 
in  this  month  for  forty  years  past,  but  those  anglers  who 
were  plucky  enough  to  venture  out  were  fully  rewarded. 
Mr.  Pierce,  Bristol  took  a great  many  pike,  largest  91b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Allen,  Teignmouth,  had  grand  sport,  also  taking  a 
great  many,  largest  91b.  But  the  premier  honours  have 
gone  to  Mr.  Virgo,  Upton  Park,  London,  who,  besides 
faking  many  pike,  largest  8Jlb.,  took  a considerable  lot 
of  fine  rudd,  many  approaching  21b.  each,  six  of  which 
he  is  going  to  have  set  up. — Joseph  Dowse. 

Stort  (Harlow). — Several  anglers  were  down  on 
Oct.  28;  Mr.  Baldwin,  two  roach;  Mr.  Barclay,  two 
roach.  The  water  is  getting  in  a good  condition  for 
fishing. — D.  Springham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Pishing  prospects  in  this 
river  have  much  improved  since  my  last  report.  We 
have  had  several  heavy  rains,  and  the  water  has  been 
running  thick  and  strong,  and  roach  are  beginning  to 
feed  much  better.  I went  out  on  the  31st  ult.,  and 
took  several  decent  roach  in  an  hour’s  fishing.  Gentles 
or  white  paste  seemed  to  suit  them  best.  On  the  25th 
Mr.  Gray  had  a nice  jack  of  7 Jib.,  besides  putting 
several  back.  On  the  27th  jack  were  also  feeding, 
when  they  could  be  got  at.  Roach  of  any  size  were 
dead  off,  the  best  fish  I saw  being  a bream  of  21b.  The 
water  is  in  capital  colour  now,  anc  should  be  first-class 
by  Nov.  4.— W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Sou’- 
westerly  gales  have  predominated  the  past  week,  and  a 
vast  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen.  Rivers  are  in  a state  of 
flood  in  many  districts  and  unfishable,  yet  with  the 
water  like  a miniature  sea,  pike  have  been  feeding,  a 
few  fish  having  been  secured  both  from  the  Arun  and 
the  Ouse.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  fair  condition,  and 
small  bream,  roach,  and  pike  have  been  secured.  Cod- 
ling and  small  bass  are  in  the  harbours.  A bass  of  61b. 
was  taken  on  Tuesday  by  the  netsmen  at  Chichester 
Harbour. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
. running  high  and  muddy.  Rain  has  fallen  nearly  every 
day  and  night  this  week,  and  the  river  is  bank-full  and 
muddy,  and  fishing  is  quite  at  a standstill,  and  will  be 
so  until  the  water  goes  down.  The  flood  will  give  the 
salmon  a chance  to  come  up  to  spawn  ; but  anglers  of 
this  part  would  rather  they  stayed  away,  as  they  are  of 
opinion  they  destroy  the  trout  spawn  and  young  fry. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured 
and  high.  No  fishing  done  anywhere  lately.  — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— Rain  has  fallen  heavily  in  the 
district,  and  the  river  is  high  and  coloured.  Pishing  is 
out  of  the  question  for  some  days  until  the  river  goes 
clear  again.  There  are  plenty  of  grayling  in  this 
district,  and  before  the  season  is  over  some  fine  sport 
should  be  had.  The  tributaries  are  now  ail  muddy. — 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  has  the  biggest 
flood  this  morning  we  have  had  this  season,  lots  of  the 
land  under  water,  in  some  parts  people  have  had  to  go 
a long  way  round  to  get  to  their  homes.  No  fishing 
Bince  last  week’s  report,  owing  to  the  river  being  in 
flood.  Water  falling  and  if  not  much  rain,  will  be  in 
good  order  next  week. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark).— Towards  the  end  of  last  week 
the  Trent  came  on  rapidly,  and  on  Sunday  morning  wag 
bank-full  of  highly  coloured  water,  which  has  but 
slightly  receded  up  to  time  of  writing.  Tons  upon  tons 
of  surface  and  bottom  weeds  have  been  rolling  down  the 
stream,  and  anglers  are  anticipating  future  sport. 
With  the  first  intimation  of  the  rise  pike  fishermen 
were  busy,  and  several  fair  fish  have  been  bagged,  Mr. 
J.  Fenton  securing  three,  averaging  51b.  each,  from  the 
Muskham  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Shepherd  a brace.  From 
other  waters  of  the  district  Mr.  W.  King  took  five, 
Mr.  Annan  a similar  number,  and  Mr.  Mountney  three, 
and  on  Thursday  afternoon  Mr.  W.  M.  Ball  secured  a’ 
splendid  specimen,  weighing  111b.  2oz.,  by  the  aid  of  a 
Jubilee  Spinner  from  Mr.  David  Slater’s  Averhara 
water.  W orms  will  now  take  the  place  of  gentles,  and 
sport  for  bottom  fishermen  should  be  good. — Trent- 

SIDER. 

With  am,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — The  stormy  and 
wet  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  made  angling 
uncomfortable.  Tuesday  was  really  the  only  fine  day 
since  last  writing.  There  is  not  much  to  report  in  the 
way  of  actual  sport,  inasmuch  as  local  men,  who  have 
been  to  a large  extent  the  only  ones  doing  anything, 
have  failed  to  talk  of  their  successes.  The  water  is 
being  nicely  coloured,  weeds  are  being  swept  away  by 
the  stronger  ourrent,  and  everything  points  to  better 


work  among  the  pike.  Already  some  nice  fish  have  been 
caught  at  Dogdyke  and  other  points,  one  at  the  last 
place  named  scaling  nearly  111b.  This  shows  that  there 
are  still  good  fish  in  the  river  to  bo  caught  when  circum- 
stances favour.  In  the  Delph  also  there  are  some  good 
pike,  whilst  in  the  drains  a few  miles  out  of  Boston  the 
supply  is  still  deemed  satisfactory.  Roach  and  bream 
continue  to  afford  sport  for  the  bottom  fisher. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  — So  much 
heavy  rain  has  fallen  during  the  present  week  that  fish- 
ing of  all  kinds  has  been  out  of  the  question.  Both 
rivers  are  very  dirty,  and  will  not  be  in  trim,  even  if  the 
weather  clears,  for  several  days. — Dotterel. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea. — Sport  fairly  good  and  fish  well 
on  the  feed  in  shore,  with  lug-worm,  sprat,  and  fresh 
herring  for  bait.  The  long-shore  fishing  boats,  however, 
have  had  but  indifferent  hauls  during  the  week,  in,  for 
the  most  part,  unfavourable  weather.  Sprats  are 
coming  in  slowly  and  in  most  erratio  fashion  ; some 
getting  only  a dozen  or  two  and  others  only  barely 
sufficient  to  bait  lines  for  cod,  &c.  One  drifter,  a few 
days  ago,  got  a lively  young  porpoise  in  his  sprat  net, 
which  was  safely  landed,  and  was  an  object  of  much 
interest  and  amusement  on  the  beach.  With  plenty  of 
bait,  &c.,  obtainable,  amateur  anglers  and  others,  may 
count  upon  good  sport  in  the  coming  week. — G.  A.  W. 

[Our  correspondent  at  Aldeburgh-on-Sea,  Mr.  G.  A. 
Whistler,  of  Waveney  House,  will  gladly  give  every 
information  to  intending  visitors  on  application.] 

Deal. — Although  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
during  the  past  week  some  anglers  have  ventured  out. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  the  secretary  of  the  society,  and  Mr. 
Frank  Satchell  were  out  on  Saturday  for  four  and  a half 
hours  and  took  three  and  a half  score  whiting  and 
codling  with  a few  pout  and  flat  fish.  On  Sunday,  Mr. 
A.  Rose  took  three  score  whiting  and  other  fish,  whilst 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  landed  three  score  of  whiting  and 
ten  fine  codling,  Mrs.  Russell  hooking  a fine  101b.  conger 
eel.  On  Monday  owing  to  the  weather  becoming  stormy 
again  boats  returned  from  the  ground  with  poor  catches, 
but  drift  net  boats  brought  in  some  good  catches  of 
sprats  and  herrings.  It  is  rather  early  in  the  season  for 
sprats  to  show  themselves  in  such  quantity.  Tuesday 
showed  some  very  good  all-round  fishing  with  sprats, 
herring,  whiting,  cod,  and  other  fish — several  fine  cod 
of  41b.,  61b.,  to  181b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  again 
scoring  well  with  thirty  fine  codling  and  a 121b.  cod 
fish,  besides  other  fish  weighing  lewt.  Wednesday  was 
like  a summers’  day,  boats  bringing  in  very  fine  whiting, 
codling,  and  other  fish,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  had  a 
nice  catch  of  whiting. — Edward  Hanger,  agent  British 
Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Dublin.  — Heavy  weather  and  continuous  rains 
prevail  along  the  coast.  Boats  not  doing  much.  Rods 
and  hand-lines  from  piers  still  numerous,  and  obtaining 
fair  sport.  The  Dublin  Gazette  announces  that  the 
fishery  inspectors  have  issued;  an  order  rescinding  the 
bye-laws  relating  to  trawling  in  Bantry  Bay  ; the  order 
is  not  yet  in  force,  as  it  awaits  the  confirmation  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  This  order  would  also  apply  to  Ken- 
mare  Bay  and  other  parts. 

Great  Yarmouth. — The  sea  fishing  is  still  holding 
good,  and  some  heavy  fish  are  taken  daily.  Mr.  Edwards 
on  Monday  had  five  fish,  51b.,  31b.,  21b.,  21b.,  ljlb. ; Mr. 
Sanderson  had  several  fish  over  51b.  ; Mr.  Homer  had 
one  fish  41b. ; but  the  record  fish  of  the  season  has 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Thwight — a beautiful  short  fish  of 
221b. ; and  another  of  151b.  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Ayer, 
and  there  are  very  few  taken  below  21b.  The  Eastern 
Counties  Angling  Society  fished  a pike  match  at  Barton, 
but  only  one  fish  was  of  sizeable  length  (20in.).  Their 
dinner  will  take  place  the  last  week  in  this  month  — 
H.  Salinger. 

Hastings. — The  weather  up  till  to-day  has  been  far 
to  orough  for  fishing,  but  now  shows  signs  of  modera- 
tion. A few  anglers  ventured  out  to-day,  and  caught  a 
good  number  of  fine  whiting  and  codling.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish  about,  if  wo  only  have  a chance  to  get  at 
them. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Mevagissey. — The  weather  has  changed  with  us,  and 
become  very  unsettled,  and  the  opportunities  for  sea- 
fishing are  not  so  frequent  as  when  we  were  favoured 
with  a continuation  of  dry  N.E.  winds,  notwithstanding 
which,  whenever  opportunities  for  putting  to  sea  occurs, 
good  sport  is  invariably  obtained.  Whiting  are  now 
very  plentiful  in  our  beautiful  bay,  and  with  pilchard 
for  bait,  from  ten  to  twenty  score  may  be  caught 
by  two  men  in  a few  hours,  with  a chance 
of  also  getting  a big  codfish  or  ling.  I have 
been  very  successful — notwithstanding  the  rough 
state  of  the  weather,  which  I for  one  don’t  a bit 
mind  when  sport  is  to  be  had— during  the  present 
week.  The  pilchard  boats  are  doing  lightly,  but  at  St. 
Ives  the  lines  have  secured  a large  school  of  fish.  The 
autumn  shoals  of  pilchards  are  now  expected  off  our 
coast,  and  I hope  shorty  to  report  very  successful 
catches. — J.  B. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  very  rough  weather 
during  the  week,  but  it  is  finer  now  as  I write  ; it  has 
made  the  fishing  bad  for  the  amateur,  but  the  profes- 
sional has  been  obliged  to  brave  the  elements  to  earn 
his  daily  bread.  A professional  fisherman,  as  a rule, 
is  very  indiscreet ; if  he  makes  a lot  of  money  one  week 
he  spends  it,  and  never  thinks  of  a rainy  day  ; the  con- 
sequence is,  when  the  bad  weather  comes,  he  must  either 
go  fishing  or  go  on  “tick”  to  the  tradesman.  Some 
very  large  pollack  have  been  taken  at  Looe, 
where  there  is  at  the  present  time  some  very  good 
sport  of  all  kinds.  The  pilchard  bait  seems  to  be  the 
favourite  with  the  larger  fish,  which  they  use  on  a drift 


line  with  a No.  3 0 Limerick  hook.  A hundredweight  a 
boat  is  considered  a fair  catch.  Some  very  large 
flounders  were  taken  a day  or  two  ago  underneath  the 
Hoe,  in  fact  we  have  had  a lot  of  very  large  fish  caught 
close  in  shore.  I expect  this  accounts  for  the  number  of 
squid  that  have  been  caught  lately.  I am  glad  to  see 
that  Captain  Longridge  and  others  are  favouring  the 
idea  of  cultivating  mussels  for  bait,  I am  sure  this  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction. — William  Hearder. 

Southsea  and  District. — From  the  piers  the  fishing 
has  been  good,  East  Southsea  especially ; seventeen 
pollock  were  taken  by  Mr.  Stynes,  good  ones,  a week 
ago.  The  boats  have  not  been  able  to  get  out,  owing  to 
the  rough  weather.  To-day,  on  the  Dean  Tail,  two 
fishermen  fishing  in  about  four  fathoms  of  water,  caught 
a few  fish  eight  miles  from  the  beach  ; they  had  no  sail 
in  the  boat.  From  the  shore  some  codling  have  been 
caught.  Prospect  good  if  fine  weather. — C.  J.  Dean. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Bek.  — During  the  last  few  days  of  the 
angling  season  sport  has  considerably  improved.  Friday 
and  Saturday  were  both  good  days.  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Wm.  Paterson,  of  Sorbie,  had  the  finest  salmon  which 
has  been  caught  this  season,  so  far  as  reported.  The 
fish  was  landed  from  the  Willow  Pool,  and  weighed 
39Jlb.  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  of  Holmfoot,  caught  a salmon 
of  181b.  in  the  Cauldun  Pool.  Mr.  Robt.  Doughly 
killed  a salmon,  61b.  weight,  in  the  Red  Linn  Pool,  and 
Mr.  John  Graham  landed  a good  fish,  161b.,  in  Byreburn 
Coot  water.  Mr.  Wm.  Little,  Langholm,  killed  a 121b. 
salmon  in  the  Wash,  on  Friday,  with  silver-bodied  fly 
after  a fine  run,  and  the  same  angler  had  a nice  trout 
weighing  31b.  at  the  Island  Pool.  In  the  same  water, 
Mr.  Chas.  Glendenning  killed  a remarkably  fine  trout  of 
4lb.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Wm.  Law  had  a salmon 
weighing  141b.,  at  Damfoot.  In  the  same  water,  Mr. 
Wm.  Graham  caught  one  of  161b. — G. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Wednesday  saw 
the  last  of  the  angling  season  of  1894,  and  a very  great 
relief  it  is  both  to  keepers  and  sportsmen  when  the 
closure  prevents  them  prolonging  the  agony  in  such  an 
indifferent  year.  From  source)  to  mouth  of  the  Dee 
scarcely  a single  section  has  fished  anything  like  an 
average,  while  not  one  in  ten  fisheries  has  yielded  any- 
thing like  results.  The  want  of  fish  in  the  early  month 
was  the  chief  cause  of  the  deficiency  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  then  the  want  of  water  throughout  the  autumn 
months  played  havoc  with  the  back  end  fishing  till  last 
week,  and  since  then  matters  have  been  brisk  enough. 
Beyond  Ballater  little  angling  has  been  got,  compara- 
tively speaking,  and  not  till  well  over  in  the  season 
was  very  much  done  on  the  Glen  Tana,  Ballater,  and 
Cambus  O’May  reaches.  Even  as  it  is  these  splendid 
fisheries  have  only  yielded  about  two-thirds  of  their 
usual  average.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  sport  has  been 
somewhat  meagre,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Kincardine  Lodge,  Borrowstone,  and  Blackhall  sections. 
The  Ballogie  during  the  spring  months  and  the  Woodend 
all  through  have  yielded  about  a fair  average,  but  they 
are  the  exceptions,  not  the  rule.  On  the  Don  a worse 
state  of  matters  prevails,  and  altogether  the  season  just 
closed  has  been  the  worst  for  a dozen  years  and  more. 
During  the  past  week,  on  the  Aboyne  waters,  Mr.  Allen 
landed  three,  of  161b.,  171b.,  and  201b.,  one  131b.,  and 
one  141b.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  waters  Mr.  Lamsden 
Balmedie  landed  four  fish,  scaling  from  151b.  to  241b. 
On  the  Dess  waters  Captain  D.  F.  Davidson  had  one 
101b.,  one  131b.,  two,  171b.  and  241b.  ; Mr.  Maxwell  had 
one  131b.  and  one  171b.  ; while  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell 
had  two,  of  91b.  and  171b.  ; one  of  101b.  ; and  Capt. 
Ramsay,  one  of  71b.  and  one  of  171b.  On  the  Kincardine 
water  Mr.  W.  C.  Curtis  had  one  of  I5ib.  and  one  of 
171b.  ; while  Major  Paterson  had  one  of  61b.  On  the 
Ballogie  water  Mr.  William  Lamond  landed  one  of  201b. ; 
and  Mr.  Wm.  Blacklaws,  sen.,  one  of  151b.  On  the  Sluie 
water  Mr.  Dugdale  landed  six  fish,  scaling  up  to  201b. 
On  the  Commonty,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Mackay 
creeled  three,  the  heaviest  201b  ; Mr.  Petrie,  one  of 
201b. ; and  Mr.  Geo.  Duncan,  one  171b.  In  addition  to 
what  has  been  got  by  the  Ballogie  keepers,  Dr. 
Farquharson’s  party  have  grassed  some  twelve  fish 
scaling  up  to  201b.  during  the  past  few  days. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell 
Watson  creeled  seven  fish,  in  addition  to  a good  score 
during  the  week.  On  the  Blackhall  Castle  water  Mr.  J. 
S.  Hay  and  party  landed  about  a score  of  fish  of  average 
weights. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  water  on  this  river  was 
rather  heavy  and  discoloured  during  the  past  week,  and 
angling  was  a little  backward.  On  the  25th,  twelve 
salmon  were  killed  on  the  Mountblairy  water.  On  the 
Netherdale  section,  Major  H.  Morris  had  a salmon  of 
101b.  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  each ; Mr.  Caldwell  had  a 
fish  of  18lb. ; and  Mr.  Fraser,  the  keeper,  had  four  of  81b. 
I21b.,  17-Jlb. , and  201b.  On  the  Carnoustie  section,  Mr. 
Henry  A.  Harvey  killed  seven  salmon  of  111b.  to  201b.  ; 
and  Mr.  B.  Earnfield,  one  of  17Jlb.  On  the  Marnoch 
water,  Mr.  Smith,  jun.,  Greenfield,  had  a salmon  of 
22Jlb.  ; and  Mr.  Bertram,  Edinburgh,  a couple,  the 
heaviest  scaling  171b.  On  the  free  water  of  Huntly,  a 
good  few  fish  were  got,  some  of  which  were  heavy  and 
newly  run. — H.  W. 

South  of  Scotland.— All  the  South  of  Scotland 
rivers  have  been  much  disturbed  with  daily  rains,  and 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  rivers  put  salmon  thoroughly 
off  the  rise.  A large  number  of  salmon  were  reported  to 
be  in  the  Solway  previous  to  the  floods  in  the  rivers. 
Since  the  floods  have  come  no  fish  have  been  noticed  to 
ascend  the  weirs.  In  the  Annan  there  is  a remarkable 
scarcity  of  salmon  this  back-end.  On  all  the  private 
and  open  waters  scarcely  a single  salmon  can  be  seen  to 
break  the  water.  On  the  Nith  the  sport  is  also  very  dis- 
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appointing  on  tho  difforont  waters.  Tho  Galloway 
rivers  are  yielding  hotter  sport,  and  I hoar  of  several 
(rood  fish  foiling  to  tho  rods  on  tho  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Doe.  Tho  South  Ayrshiro  waters  aro  doing  well.  Tho 
Annan  does  not  close  until  the  night  of  tho  15th  inst. 
Tho  weathor  is  very  broken  this  wook,  and  heavy  storms 
foil  to-dav  (WodnoHduy). — Hkatherhicli.. 

Tweed. — On  Wednesday  last,  owing  to  heavy  rains 
previously,  the  Twood,  and  its  twin  sister  tho  Toviot, 
camo  away  in  full  flood  to  tho  extent  of  between  throe 
and  four  foot.  Since  then,  owing  to  frequent  rainfalls, 
which  bavo  kept  both  streams  nearly  unfishable.  tho 
rises  in  tho  rivers  have  been  tho  moans  of  full  stocking 
them  with  all  descriptions  of  fish,  from  salmon  down  to 
tho  bull  trout  ; and  from  top  to  bottom  of  both  rivers, 
all  tho  salmon  angling  waters  must  now  be  teeming 
with  fish,  so  that  it  now  only  requires  fair  weather  to 
set  in  to  got  tho  rivors  into  ply.  Tho  largost  salmon  of 
the  season  was  killed  by  Mr.  Robert  Smithson  last  week 
on  tho  Lennel  Haugh  water,  and  weighed  421b.  Before 
the  flood  camo,  several  fish  were  also  got  on  this  water — 
twenty-eight  having  been  killed.  On  tho  Carbarn  water 
.also,  Mr.  Alfred  Gilbev  had  two  salmon  of  good  weights. 
Mr.  Senior,  of  tho  Field,  had  a grilse  and  a salmon  ; and 
Mr.  Halford,  one  grilse.  To-day  (Wednesday)  tho 
weather  has  been  showery,  but  the  rivers  aro  now  fining 
down  nicely,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  should  be  in 
good  fishing  ply. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry. — The  season  closed  on  this  river  on  the 
31st  ult.  with  the  river  heavy  in  flood,  and  salmon  and 
lake  trout  running  up  stream.  The  season  was  a poor 
one,  the  river  either  being  in  flood  or  very  low  most  of 
tho  season.  The  angling  time  will  open  March  1,  and 
close  on  Sept.  30  next  year.  This  season  not  a single 
salmon  was  legally  taken  or  a licence  issued.  We  hope 
shortly  to  be  able  to  record  the  imposition  of  a rod  tax 
on  the  pot  bnnters  of  this  river. 

Bough  Neagh. — The  pollan  fisheries  closed  on 
Oct.  31.  The  last  week  was  so  stormy  that  scarcely 
anything  could  be  done.  During  the  season  prices  were 
well  maintained,  and  demand  from  Billingsgate  was 
excellent.  The  eel  fisheries  were  prime,  but  the  salmon 
fishery  was  a failure,  the  trout  season  being  a little 
better.  The  season  opens  on  Feb.  1. — J.  G.  B. 

North-East  Ulster  Rivers.— The  season  closed  in 
this  district,  and  in  fact  over  all  Ireland,  on  Wednesday, 
Oct.  31,  with  all  the  rivers  in  flood  heavily.  Taken  all 
round,  the  season  was  an  average  one,  the  excellence  of 
the  salmon  fishing  during  the  months  of  August, 
September,  and  October  compensating  for  the  poor 
sport  in  the  opening  months.  Not  for  thirty  years  has 
there  been  such  large  runs  of  salmon  in  the  Bann,  Bush, 
Mourne,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  Maine,  Cudendall 
rivers,  and  other  streams,  and  at  present  the  late  fish 
are  running  up  in  the  floods.  On  the  Mourne  during 
the  late  season  164  grilse  aud  salmon  were  killed  on  the 
Newtonstewart  sections,  and  on  the  Kilrea  reaches  of 
the  Bann  a similar  number  was  killed.  Sport  opens 
generally  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
river  has  got  out  of  its  lazy  mood,  and  is  now  rolling 
down  seawards  in  an  impetuous  flood  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  four  miles  an  hour.  Fishing  this  week  has  been 
checked  by  the  high  water.  Mr.  W.  McGordon  got, 
before  lunch  on  Thursday,  three  fish,  all  taken  with  the 
fly.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Hugh  Rose  had  two  grilse.  On 
Monday,  Major  Colville,  one  salmon,  141b. ; Mr.  Squire, 
Wolstenholme,  has  also  killed  a few  fish  on  Mr.  Young’s 
preserves.  If  the  floods  have  spoilt  sport  during  the 
last  few  days  of  the  season,  they  will  facilitate  the 
ascent  of  both  salmon  and  trout  up  the  numberless 
spawning  tributaries  falling  into  the  main  river,  and  its 
lakes  for  a distance  of  150  miles  above  Killaloe.  Owing 
to  tempestuous  weather  pike  fishers  have  not  ventured 
out  on  Lough  Derg  this  week. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


FIELD  ROWING  CLUB. 

This  old-established  club  held  its  38th  annual  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  last  Monday.  The  stewards 
(Messrs.  W.  Akerman,  R.  Rose,  and  T.  Handford)  had 
arranged  a strong  programme,  which  carried  festivities 
into  the  “ wee  sma’  hours  ayant  the  twal,”  as  Mac  Nab 
would  say.  The  Field  Band  supplied  some  good  music, 
as  also  did  Mr.  Akerman  (English  concertina),  and  Abbot 
and  Watts  (two  clever  banjoists).  Messrs.  R.  Rose 
(baritone),  Edward  Edwards  (bass),  and  Master  Akerman 
had  charge  of  the  sentimental  departments,  and  well 
they  did  it.  The  humorous  portion  was  the  strong 
feature  of  the  evening.  Such  old  favourites  as  Charles 
Norman,  Gurney  Russell,  Alec  White,  and  Little 
Thomas  need  no  words  of  praise.  The  brothers  F.  and 
R.  Wynne  are  two  comedians  of  great  merit.  Mr. 
Warren  Lawson  sang  two  songs  in  his  very  best  style. 
The  chairman,  W.  C.  Blew,  Esq.,  presented  the  prizes, 
and  alluded  to  the  absence  of  the  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Handford,  owing  to  a domestic  bereavement. 
Mr.  John  Britten  was  an  able  accompanist,  and  Mr. 
Rose  a hard-working  and  successful  M.C.  The  conoert 
was  one  to  be  remembered  by  the  crowded  audience  who 
filled  the  “Haunch  of  Venison,”  where  the  festivities 
were  held. 


What  Money  Can  Do. — Money  can  do  a great  deal,  but  it 
cannot  do  everything.  It  cannot  stop  the  passing  of  time,  it 
cannot  make  us  young  again,  it  cannot  renew  with  health  the 
enfeebled  frame.  In  the  face  of  the  demon  ill-health,  rich  and 
poor  are  on  an  equality.  Rich  and  poor  have  to  seek  tho  same 
remedies,  and  wise  indeed  aro  they  if,  in  their  sorrow  and  suffer- 
ing, they  turn  to  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.  These  are  within 
the  reach  of  the  poor  os  well  of  the  rich,  and  it  is  no  idle  testi 
mony.but  the  natural  result  of  long  experience,  which  has  declared 
Holloway  to  he  tho  poor  man  s friend. 


ANL LERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY’S 
WINDSOR  COMPETITION. 


A special  train  left  Paddington  on  Oct.  28.  with  over 
300  anglers,  and  a train  from  Waterloo  (South-Western) 
also  convoyed  a largo  contingent  from  tho  South  of 
London  to  Windsor  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  off  the 
prizos  which  had  been  given  to  aid  the  funds  of  the 
above  society. 

Arrived  at  their  destination,  the  committee  (a  very 
strong  one)  duly  rosotted,  stamped  the  tickets  at  tho 
commodious  premises  of  the  Star  and  Garter,  Peascod- 
streot.  Mr.  Jennings  acted  as  starter — and  had  the 
river  been  in  better  condition  larger  takes  would  no 
doubt  have  beon  recorded. 

However,  the  whole  of  tho  prizes  were  won,  as 
follows : — 


1.  Mr.  Gerrard,  Sundial 

2.  Mr.  Greg,  N.  London 

3.  Mr.  A.  Ide,  Jubilee 

4.  Mr.  Kirk,  Waggoners 

5.  Mr.,Wheelhouse, 

Blackfriars 

6.  Mr.  Chapman,  Golden 

Barbel 

7.  Mr.  Beane,  Westmin- 

ster. 

8.  Mr.  Abbott,  Eustonian 

9.  Mr.  Kobelt,  Blackfriars 

10.  Mr.  Clarke,  Campbell 

United 

11.  Mr.  Duncan,  Cobden 

12.  Mr.  Rich,  Amicable  Ex- 

celsior 

13.  Mr.  Russell,  Hearts  of 

Oak 

14.  Mr.  West,  Kilburn 

Piscatorials 

15.  Mr.  Whitmore,  Good 

Intent 

16.  Mr.  Bush,  Bostonians 

17.  Mr.  Wood,  Campbell 

United 

18.  Mr.  Purchase,  Duke  of 

Norfolk 

19.  Mr.  Barker,  Blackfriars 

20.  Mr.  Slade,  Marylebone 

21.  Mr.  Whitford,  Prince 

of  Wales’ 

22.  Mr.  Brett,  Queen’s 

23.  Mr.  Wilson,  Wellington 

24.  Mr.  Chambers,  City  of 

London 

25.  Mr.  Samson,  Campbell 

United 

26.  Mr.  Parker,  Marylebone 

27.  Mr.  Bedwell,  Duke  of 

Norfolk 

28.  Mr.  Eldridge,  Foley 

29.  Mr.  Shilcock,  Harlesden 

30.  Mr.  Tucker,  Duke  of 

Norfolk 

31.  Mr.  Summerfield, 

Blackfriars 

32.  Mr.  Newcombe,  Lady 

of  the  Lake 

33.  Mr.  Jackson,  Allason 

United 

34.  Mr.  Dawes,  Royal 

George 

35.  Mr.  Challon,  Allason 

United 

36.  Mr.  Norris,  Foley 

37.  Mr.  Buugey,  Prince 

of  Wales’ 


] 38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 


58. 

59. 

60. 
61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 


Mr.  Payne,  Uxbridge 
Rovers 

Mr.  Kemp,  Uxbridge 
Rovers 

Mr.  Bridge,  Allason 
United 

Mr.  Bailey,  Lady  of 
the  Lake 

Mr.  Read,  Prince  of 
Wales’ 

Mr.  Ripp,  Angler’s 
Pride 

Mr.  Comely,  Sundial 
Mr.  Tucker,  Cobden 
Mr.  Boccarius,  Cobden 
Mr.  Cox,  Ealing 
Mr.  Betts,  Waggoners 
Mr.  Latimore,  Amic- 
able Waltonians 
Mr.  Answood,  Houns- 
field  Otters 

Mr.  Isley,  Anglers’ 
Pride 

Mr.  Roach,  Royal 
George 

Mr.  Martin,  Wag- 
goners 

Mr.  Davis,  South  Ber- 
mondsey Piscatorials 
Mr.  Ouree,  Jubilee 
Mr.  Cunningham,  Rose 
and  Crown 

Mr.  Docker,  Seymour 
Brothers 

Mr.  Bowdrey,  Lincoln 
Mr.  McDonald,  Ealing 
Mr.  Hare,  Sundial 
Mr.  Crawley,  Prince  of 
Wales’ 

Mr.  Lark,  Lady  of  the 
Lake 

Mr.  Clark,  Lincoln 
Mr.  Moore,  Clapham 
Junction 

Mr.  Carey,  Allason 
United 

Mr.  Kirk,  Lady  of  the 
Lake 

Mr.  Collins,  Maryle- 
bone 

Mr.  Canton,  Sociable 
Brothers 

Mr.  Hodges,  Great 
Western 

Mr.  Birch,  Waggoners 
Mr.  Kirk,  Waggoners 


The  first  prize  was  taken  with  11b.  lljoz. ; second, 
lib.  8£oz.  ; third,  lib.  4foz. ; fourth,  lib.  3R>z.  (largest 
roach) ; fifth,  lib.  2joz,  ; sixth,  lib.  loz. ; the  remainder 
being  taken  with  less  than  a pound  of  fish. 


W.  Gerrard,  Sundial  Angling  Society. 

Winner  of  First  Prize. 

( From  a 'photograph  by  JS.  Paterson , St.  Johns  Angling  Society.) 

The  greatest  praise  is  due  to  the  committee  and 
stewards  for  the  effective  manner  in  which  all  the 
arrangements  had  beon  carried  out.  The  secretary,  Mr. 
Ben.  Abrahams,  and  the  committee,  with  Mr.  Carter  as 
chairman,  received  quite  an  ovation  after  the  weighing- 
in  had  finished.  The  clerks  of  tho  scales  were  Messrs. 
Baxter  and  Cunningham ; Mr.  B.  Abrahams  weight 
recorder. 

The  collection  boxes  were  carried  along  the  banks  by 


Messrs.  Neal  and  Smith,  with  the  result  that  £ 2 2s.  2d. 
(all  in  coppers)  will  be  added  to  the  fund.  The  “ box  ” 
officers  certainly  did  try. 

Tho  date  and  place  of  distribution  will  be  announced 
later,  also  tho  amount  which  will  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  A.B.8.  committee.  If  secretaries  will 
promptly  settle  up  returns  for  tickets  it  will  greatly 
facilitate  this  being  done.  All  the  prizes  are  in  hand, 
and  on  view  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street, 
Edgware-road.  They  aro  certainly  worth  a visit,  as 
some  of  them  are  really  handsome  ones.  The  host  of 
the  Star  and  Garter  (who  is  deserving  of  special  mention 
for  the  part  he  took  in  accommodating  such  a large 
number)  gave  a very  pretty  tankard  as  a prize. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Carter),  vice-chairman  (Mr. 
Reade),  treasurer  (Mr.  Jennings),  and  Mr.  Bowyer 
(assistant-secretary)  are  deserving  of  the  greatest 
praise  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  assisted 
the  secretary  (Mr.  B.  Abrahams). 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee,  on  Tuesday 
last,  there  was  a large  attendance,  and  included  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  in  the  chair,  Dr.  Coates,  Dr. 
Startin,  Messrs.  T.  Crumplen,  M.  Davenport,  C.C., 
W.  H.  Elsmore,  W.  F.  Grimmett,  H.  W.  Higgins, 
W.  R.  Lawes,  A.  R.  Price,  and  the  secretary.  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  over  and 
confirmed.  The  monthly  financial  statement  showed  a. 
balance  at  the  bankers  of  .£45  3s.  7d.  Two  convictions 
for  trailing,  which  had  appeared  in  the  press,  were 
reported,  and  awards  voted  to  the  keepers  who  had 
caused  the  prosecution.  Letters  were  read  from  Mr. 
G.  J.  Rough,  head  river-keeper  of  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy ; head  river-keeper  W.  Douglas,  of  the  T.  A.P.S. ; 
and  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  honorary  river-keeper  for  the 
Chertsey  District,  stating  the  river  below  Staines  had 
been  effectively  watched  during  the  late  poaching 
season  and  all  had  been  found  very  quiet.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  next  river-keeper’s  dinner  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  East  Moulsey,  as  Mr.  Mayo  on  previous 
occasions  had  given  such  entire  satisfaction.  A serious 
complaint  was  made  against  one  of  the  assistant  river- 
keepers  under  the  new  bye-laws,  and  from  the  evidence 
which  was  read,  and  the  personal  attendance  of  one  of 
the  anglers,  who  further  stated  the  facts  of  the  case,  it 
was  unanimously  decided  to  report  the  complaint  to  the 
Thames  Conservators  with  a strong  recommendation  to 
withdraw  his  deputation  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  unwarrantable  interference  and  excess  of  duty. 
Dr.  Coates  having  expressed  a wish  to  hold  a deputation 
as  honorary  river-keeper  in  the  Kingston  disirict,  where 
he  resides,  and  being  continually  about  the  river,  the 
secretary  was  requested  to  apply  to  the  Conservators 
for  the  same.  A vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the 
chairman. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

The  fishing  season  having  been  brought  to  a close, 
active  preparations  are  already  being  made  to  afford 
anglers  in  the  future  sport  of  the  best  description. 

Hundreds  of  well-fed  trout  of  different  breeds  (many 
over  a pound  in  weight)  have  been  turned  from  the 
“ rearing  ” ponds  into  the  lake,  where,  no  doubt,  they 
will  find  pleasant  quarters  until  next  spring.  The 
hatchery  has  been  put  in  working  order  ready  to  receive 
the  ova  which  will  shortly  be  procured  from  the  bess 
selected  trout  on  the  estate.  In  short,  everthing  it 
being  done  by  the  lessee  to  sustain  the  sporting  reputa- 
tion this  lake  has  enjoyed  since  the  opening,  in  1891. 
The  next  season  commences  April  1. — Long  Drift. 


Loch  Awe. — On  Friday  last,  Oct.  26,  a meeting  of  the 
Fishery  Improvement  Association  was  held  at  Portsona- 
chan  Hotel.  After  providing  for  watching  the  spawning 
streams,  it  was  resolved  to  spend  all  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  association  in  restocking  the  loch  with 
trout.  The  same  course,  followed  two  years  ago,  was 
attended  with  very  marked  success. 

The  Aquarium  is  the  place  for  the  newest  and  freshest 
— whatever  may  be  about.  Just  now  the  novelty  is 
Edison’s  kinetoscope,  which  is  a marvel  of  photography. 
In  this  wonderful  invention  you  can  watch  the  most 
varied  scenes,  such  as  the  interior  of  a blacksmith’s 
forge,  where  three  or  four  men  are  vigorously  working, 
and  occasionally  refreshing  themselves.  It  is  with 
difficulty  that  the  onlooker  can  persuade  himself  that 
the  whole  thing  is  purely  mechanical. 

Fisherman’s  Luck. 

There’s  a funny  kind  of  feeling  that  a fellow  can’t 
define, 

When  he  sees  the  water  rippling  from  the  “ wriggling  ” 
of  his  line  ; 

And  he  stoops,  a-smiling  softly,  with  a thumping  of  his 
heart, 

Just  pausing  for  a minute  to  give  the  fish  a start. 
There’s  a nervous  sort  of  quiver  in  the  careful  out- 
stretched hand, 

That’s  a-reaching  for  the  nodding  pole  sticking  in  the 
sand, 

And  he  braces  for  a struggle  that  he  knows  his  jerk 
awaits, 

'Fore  he  can  land  the  “ whoppers  ” that  are  fooling 
with  his  bait. 

There’s  a swishing  of  the  water,  a jerking  of  the  pole, 
And  a oloud  of  spray  is  flying  in  the  sun  above  the  hole. 
There’s  a sudden  shout  of  cussing,  then  a grinding  of 
the  Band, 

Sends  another  little  tarrapin  to  the  far-off  Promised 
Land. — Atlanta  Constitution. 
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^offings  be  Ifye 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  hold  on  Mon- 
nay  evening  next,  Nov.  5,  at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden.  On  the  same  night  the  Alma  and 
Odds  and  Evens  will  be  “ visited,”  and  the  Globe  will 
have  a benefit  concert. 

******* 

On  Tuesday  the  Rodney  Pisoatorials  have  a visit. 
******* 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  will  give  one  of  his 
famous  readings  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Epsom  Angling  Society.  Host  Dix,  of  the  Wellington, 
High-street,  always  gives  a hearty  welcome  to  visitors. 
The  Pixie  Brothers  will  sup  “ convivially,”  and  the 
Bostonians  announce  that  those  clever  artists, 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Ward,  will  give  their  series 
of  entertainments,  entitled  “Odds  and  Ends,”  in- 
cluding Fishermen’s  Haunts,  Haunted  Places,  and 
Fishing  Trifles.  Last  season  these  entertainments, 
which  are  really  very  clever  and  very  funny,  were  well 
patronised,  and  tend  to  increase  the  fame  of  this  well- 
known  society.  Late  comers  will  find  “ standing  room  ” 
only. 

******* 

A friend  (no,  I will  not  say  “ friend  ” : it  will  sound 
better  to  say  “ correspondent  ”)  writes  to  ask  me  what 
sort  of  fish  “ bull-routs  ” are.  No  you  do  not,  Mr.  Cor- 
respondent. If  you  take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  club 
report  in  which  such  fish  were  reported  as  having  been 
captured,  you  will  find  that  there  are  equally  peculiar 
species  recorded.  When  I have  read  a bit  more  about 
the  bull  trout  and  the  sea  trout,  and  got  my  opticulars 
uncovered,  I will  out  with  the  secret  of  the  bull  rout — 
not  before.  The  Latin  name  is  nomatter. 

******* 

“ Parturiant  montes  nascetur  ridicnluB  mus.”  This 
may  appear  ridiculous  to  some  of  my  readers  who 
“ journeyed  to  the  Royal  borough”  on  Oct.  28.  Between 
400  and  500  anglers,  intent  on  aiding  the  cause  of  bene- 
volence, were  distributed  along  the  banks  of  the  Thames 
from  Eton  Bridge  to  Monkey  Island,  and  vied  with  each 
other  in  capturing  prizes.  True,  ninety  of  them 
“ weighed-in  fish.”  Seventy  prizes  were  taken  for 
about  as  many  fish  as  one  angler  took  in  one  day  recently 
at  Brandon  ! But  that  was  not  the  fault  of  the  men, 
but  “ Old  Father  Thames.”  He  was  out  of  sorts — and 
condition.  The  rain,  so  long  lingered  for,  had  upset 
their  calculations,  prevented  the  depletion  of  the  river, 
and  the  majority  of  the  creels  came  empty  away. 
******* 

Mr.  Lucas  Gear  and  Mr.  Alfred  Gear,  fishing  in 
private  water  near  Maidstone  on  Saturday,  Oct.  27,  had 
a good  take  of  jack,  and  landed  ten  fish  of  the  following 
weights:  8ilb„  fijlb.,  4£lb.,  4ilb.,  41b..  41b.,  31b.,  2£lb., 
2£lb.,  2jlb.  The  four  smaller  ones  being  returned  to 
the  water.  On  Nov.  1,  Mr.  Lucas  Gear  had  a nice  take 
of  roach  from  the  same  water— in  splendid  condition — 
nine  fish,  weighing  9|lb. 

* ***** 
Kingston-on-Thames  has  now  joined  the  ranks  of 
officially  recognised  anglers.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall  has 
consented  to  be  president  of  the  society,  and  under  the 
able  guidance  of  Ithe  hon.  sec.  good  resnlts  should  accrue. 
Mr.  Amphlett  is  the  author  of  the  “ Lower  and  Mid 
Thames  : Where  and  How  to  Fish  It,”  a book  which  has 
had  a wide  circulation,  and  as  he  takes  a great  interest 
in  Thames  angling  it  may  be  expected  of  him  that  hss 
influence  with  the  members  will  be  towards  promoting 
sport  in  the  premier  river.  At  the  general  meeting,  to 
be  held  on  Monday  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  there  is  likely  to 
be  a large  attendance.  Already  forty  persons  have  in- 
timated their  intention  of  joining,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  number  should  not  be  doubled  in  the 
course  of  a month  or  so. 

• •••••• 

The  last  flower  show  of  the  year  will  be  held  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thurs- 
day next,  when  a grand  display  may  be  looked  forward 
to.  The  National  Chrysanthemum  Society  always 
reserves  its  forces  for  this  November  show,  and  the 
whole  of  the  vast  Aquarium  area  will  be  crammed  full 
of  the  beautiful  Japanese  flower.  I hear  that  spaces 
are  already  being  taken  for  the  next  Fisheries’  Exhi- 
bition at  the  Aquarium,  which  will  be  held  in  March 
and  April  next. 

*****  * * 

Mr.  Everard  Ripley,  the  naturalist,  of  5,  King- 
street,  Richmond,  writes:  “ The  well-known  Twicken- 
ham waterman  and  boatbuilder,  Charlie  Shore,  while 
punting  on  Monday  last,  accidentally  struck  and  landed 
a jack  with  his  punt  pole.  It  was  a handsome  female, 
weighing  61b.  2oz.  Its  length  to  fork  of  tail  was  26Jin., 
girth,  13£in.  I have  often  heard  of  barbel  being  landed 
in  a similar  manner,  but  this  is  the  first  instance  that 
has  come  under  my  notice  of  a jack,  in  the  very  pink  of 
condition,  being  so  taken.” 

* ****** 

Future  chroniclers  of  the  manners  and  recreations 
of  Britons  in  this  last  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
after  giving  due  importance  to  the  popularity  of  angling, 
will  assuredly  accord  a prominent  place  to  golf,  which, 
from  being  an  almost  exclusively  Scottish  pastime,  has 
latterly  become  so  widely  known  and  followed  as  to 
seriously  rival  cricket  and  football  in  national  esteem  ; 
numberless  brain-workers  having  discovered  in  the  game 
just  that  combination  of  exercise  and  amusement  most 
suited  to  their  tastes  and  opportunities.  Chief  among  these 
devotees,  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  will  probably  be 


recorded  by  historians  ; nor  must  we  omit  reference  in 
this  connection  to  Mr.  George  Alexander,  of  histrionic 
fame  , whose  prowesson  the  links  has  earned  for  him  tho 
soubriquet  of  “Mr.  Aubrey  Bunkeray,”  which  is  a 
convenient  and  expressive  allusion  to  one  of  his  favourite 
roles  (Aubrey  Tanqueray).  Messrs.  W.  and  G.  Ashford, 
of  Essex  and  Kent-streets,  Birmingha.m,  have  provided 
for  tho  most  enthusiastic  and  exacting  of  golfer’s  re- 
quirements at  prices  likely  to  ensure  the  best  work  and 
continuous  custom.  Their  list  affords  quite  a revelation 
in  sporting  nomenclature  to  Southrons  who  never  before 
heard  of  “ brassies,”  “ cleeks,”  “ lofters,”  “ mashies,” 
“niblicks,”  &c.,  &e.,  which  are  doubtless  familiar 
enough  to  seasoned  players. 

******* 

In  “Notes  of  the  Naturalist  ” from  the  Daily  Graphic 
it  is  recorded  that  an  East  Anglian  farmer  (Mr.  Mitchell, 
of  Bradley)  has  lost  a number  of  fine  sheep  from  his 
flock  of  800  by  a curious  misadventure.  While  the 
shepherd  had  gone  to  dinner  the  sheep  broke  out  of  the 
fold,  and,  racing  to  another  field,  had  to  jump  a ditch, 
into  which  eighteen  fell  and  were  suffocated,  thus  form- 
ing abridge  for  th6  others  to  pass  over.  (That  is  No.  1.) 
A lady  at  Blackpill,  near  Swansea,  discovered  a couple 
of  pearls  in  an  oyster  she  was  devouring  the  other 
evening.  They  were  as  big  as  peas,  and,  therefore,  of 
considerable  value.  (This  is  No.  2 ) A magnificent 
specimen  of  a sturgeon,  over  7ft.  long  and  weighing 
2311b.,  was  caught  by  a trawler  in  Dublin  Bay  the 
other  day.  (No.  3.)  In  Warwickshire  the  pear  crop 
has  been  enormous — so  large,  in  fact,  that  in  many  cases 
no  effort  had  been  made  to  gather  any,  except  those 
wanted  for  home  use,  as  there  was  practically  no  market 
for  them.  The  orchards  have  been  a deplorable  sight, 
literally  strewn  with  pears  in  many  places.  (This  is 
fourthly,  and  lastly.)  Verily  they  read  like  notes  of  the 
un-naturalist. 

******* 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Coquet  Conservancy  Board,  held  at  Warkworth  on 
Saturday,  the  chairman,  Mr.  Watson  - Armstrong, 
announced  that  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, while  reserving  his  rights  to  the  Warkworth 
Fishery,  had  decided  in  the  near  future  to  remove 
the  locks  at  that  place,  in  order  to  benefit  the 
upper  propeietors  of  the  river  and  anglers  generally. 
This  intimation  was  received  with  great  satisfaction, 
and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Kiddell,  Felton  Park, 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Barker,  Loughorsley,  a unanimous 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  His  Grace  and  Earl 
Percy  for  their  generous  action. 

******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


When  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  became  a “ Knight 
of  the  Rod  ” by  joining  the  Knightsbridge  Angling 
Society  (known  as  the  “ Knights  of  Knightsbridge  ”). 
After  a few  years  he  married  and  settled  down  at 
Hounslow.  At  the  expiration  of  eight  years,  he  took 
up  his  abode  at  Notting-hill  and  joined  the  Allason 
Piscatorials.  But  as  that  society  removed  its  quarters 
to  a long  distance,  Mr.  Abrahams  affiliated  a new  society 
to  the  Anglers’  Association  — the  Allason  United 
Brothers,  of  which  society  he  became,  and  still  is  their 
honoured  secretary.  “Ben”  calls  a spade  a spade. 
He  never  conjures  with  words.  If  he  thinks  a thing  he 
says  it.  He  knows  nothing  of  “masterly  inactivity.” 
He  is  par  excellence  a man  of  action.  He  is  a delegate 
to  the  Association  ; a member  of  the  Renting  and  Pre- 
servation Committee ; has  been  hon.  sec.  to  various 
competitions  ; worked  hard  to  bring  to  a successful 
issue  the  endeavour  to  raise  a sum  of  money  for  the 
widows  of  two  members  of  angling  societies  (the 
Cobden  and  Duke  of  Norfolk)  ; was  prime  mover  in 
the  successful  attempt  to  gain  privileges  on  the 
Metropolitan  Railway;  and  one  of  the  deputation 
to  Mr.  Birt  re  the  extension  of  privileges  on  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway.  He  used  all  his  “ suasive 
eloquence  ” with  General  Bates  (unavailingly  unfortu- 
nately) to  get  the  parks  opened  to  anglers  ; and  was  the 
hon.  Bee.  to  the  recent  Thames  competition,  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  (of  which  he  is 
a committee  man).  In  short,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  in  any 
project  which  is  started  to  benefit  the  cause  of  angling 
or  anglers — where  hard  work  or  hard  fighting  is  to  be 
done— the  name  of  “ Ben  ” Abrahams  will  be  found.  He 
is  still  young  and  active — the  concentrated  essence  of 
enthusiasm — and  if  he  has  not  always  succeeded  in 
pleasing  everybody,  he  has  a clear  conscience,  and  I am 
confident  that  I only  re-echo  the  sentiments  of  all  who 
know  him  in  wishing  him  “ long  life  and  happiness  ! ” 


Just  think  of  a soft-shell  crab  weighing  24oz.  and 
measuring  21Jin.  from  tip  to  tip  of  tho  extended  claws, 
says  the  Baltimore  Sun.  Such  a crab  has  been  received 
from  Deal’s  Island,  Maryland,  by  Mr.  Scoggins,  who  has 
been  in  the  fish  business  over  fifty  years,  and  bad 
never  seen  one  which  even  approached  it  in  size.  He 
sent  it  tho  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Washington. 
The  “Count”  crab,  which  is  considered  the  full  size, 
measures  9in.  from  tip  to  tip,  is  5Jin.  long  on  the  shell, 
and  2Jin.  across  the  back. 

******* 

In  my  last  sea  fishing  excursion,  although  I did  not 
try  particularly  hard  for  crabs— soft  or  hard — green  or 
red — large  or  small — I “ counted  ” several  scores.  But 
then  I was  fishing  from  a “ Leigh  ” shore.  However,  if 
lilb.  crabs  (soft  shell)  are  to  be  had  at  Deal’s  Island,  I 
must  try  what  my  Deal  boatmen  can  do  for  me  in  the 
way  of  finding  a likely  “swim.”  Wo  have  all  read 
Lamb’s  tales  and  Crabbe’s  poems,  but  they  are  not  nearly 
so  “ racy  ” as  the  account  I received  of  the  gigantic  crab 
which  appeared  last  week. 

******* 

This  is  it — the  tail  of  a crab.  On  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  I sent  a lively  specimen  of  a Southend  side-walker 
to  the  artist  in  order  that  he  might  draw  a perfect 
specimen  of  those  obliging  little  crustaceans  (I  hope 
they  are  crustaceans  or  I shall  hear  of  it !).  The  artist 
was  indignant — he  “ hoped  he  knew  how  to  engrave  a 
crab  without  a living  model ! ” With  this  remark  it 
was  consigned  to  a drawer  in  his  study,  and — forgotten  ! 
Two  days  after,  a most  unearthly,  unhealthy  odour  per- 
vaded the  studio.  Rats,  mice,  Rimmel  (?),  Barking 
Creek,  were  only  a few  of  the  suggestions. 

******* 

Five  days  later  the  climax  was  reached.  The  artist 
and  his  assistants  had  all  sought  medical  advice,  and 
had  been  recommended  to  consult  the  sanitary  autho- 
rities. A raid  was  effected  upon  the  place,  the  boards 
taken  up,  and  every  search  made  for  the  cause  of  the 
dank  and  dismal  miasma — all  to  no  purpose.  The  orfis 
boy  (prior  to  leaving  the  premises),  with  the  usual 
intuitive  perception  of  orfis  boys  (all  orfis  boys  possess 
this  faculty),  hied  him  to  the  drawer  in  which  the  now 
famous  Leigh  crab  had  been  “ crabbed,  cabined,  and  con- 
fined ” for  nearly  a week  ! Tableau. 

******* 

The  I’Drywag  writeth : — 

“ Tho’  natural,  ’tis  shocking  to  see  a pike  swallow 
His  nephew,  his  niece,  or  his  brother ; 

The  sight’s  edifying  when  Pikeists  do  follow 
Th’  example,  and  raven  each  other  ! 

Old-fashioned  Waltonians,  once  on  a time, 

For  soft,  gentle  discourse  did  stickle  : 

That’s  gone,  like  the  thirty-se’en  pounders  sublime; 
We’ve  improved  in  an  age  fin-de-siecle." 
******* 

I am  reminded  by  the  secretary  of  the  Pixie  Brothers 
Angling  Society  that  the  seventh  annual  “ convivial  ” 
supper  is  likely  to  beat  the  record.  The  signal  for 
starting  will  be  8.30  prompt,  and  a large  number  of 
members  and  friends  have  signified  their  intention  of 
being  present. 

******* 

It  will  be  remembered,  says  the  Devon  and  Exeter 
Daily  Gazette,  that  an  application  was  some  time  ago 
made  by  the  Fishery  Board  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  to 
extend  the  fishing  season  for  salmon.  Since  then  one 
of  the  inspectors  (Mr.  Fryer)  has  visited  the  district, 
and  a test  catch  of  salmon  was  made  during  the  close 
season.  Mr.  W.  H.  Toller  (the  clerk)  has  received  the 
following  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  : — “ Sir,— With 
reference  to  Mr.  Fryer’s  inspection  of  the  condition  of 
salmon  in  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Fishery  District  on  the 
1st  inst.,  I am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  state, 
for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  that 
Mr.  Fryer  reports  that  the  facts  thus  ascertained  do  not 
justify  any  extension  of  the  fishing  season.” 

******* 

On  Saturday  the  Tweed  bailiffs  in  the  steam-tug  Test 
seized  fifty  nets  set  in  the  sea  near  Berwick,  for  the 
illegal  capture  of  salmon  during  the  annual  close  time. 
They  have  also  taken  possession  of  several  nets  set  in 
the  river. 

******* 

In  an  article  by  “ Redspinner  ” (of  the  Field ) entitled 
“ A Low  Water  Back  End,”  the  following  appears  : 
“ The  angler,  however,  is  not  so  utterly  nonplussed  in 
low  water  as  in  flood.  There  is,  even  at  the  lowest, 
always  the  chance  of  an  odd  fish  up  from  the  sea, 
especially  if  there  are  no  obstacles  between  yon  and  the 
estuary.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed  the  now  chronic 
anarchy  was  being  enjoyed  by  the  fishermen,  who  still 
defy  the  laws  with  impunity  ; but  there  were  plenty  of 
fish  reported  awaiting  a rise  of  water,  and  the  salmon 
at  hand  were  believed  to  be  of  an  exceptional  average 
in  weight.  You  can,  therefore,  at  these  times  fish  on 
day  by  day ; whereas  in  a high  flood  the  rod  must  lie 
idle  in  the  long  box  outside  the  hut.  Another  advan- 
tage, poor  and  negative  though  it  may  be  from  most 
sporting  points  of  view,  is  that  you  have  a rare  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  the  bed  of  the  river.  Some  of  the 
young  men,  I daresay,  who  thought  they  had  nothing  to 
learn  in  this  respect,  have  this  autumn  seen  rocks  and 
stones  they  never  saw  before  in  many  a river.  This  is 
no  mean  lesson  to  learn  on  a salmon  river. 

******* 

“Take  that  Bell  Rock  cast  for  example  ; you  often 
wondered  why  the  boatman  took  a particular  course 
when  the  river  was  in  fairly  fishable  order  ; there  was 
always  a grand  broad  stream,  of  course,  but  there  were 
no  indications  of  a special  hold  for  fish.  In  this 
clear,  low  water  you  soon  got  to  know  exactly  where 
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ami  what  it  wiih.  'I  Intro  wiih  revealed  about  lHin.  under 
water  n long,  flat,  yellow  rook,  with  dark  water  beyond 
itn  sharp  edge  ; mid  it  in  thoro  the  salmon  take  thoir 
ront  on  their  upward  way  to  the  spawning  grounds. 
You  never  saw  thin  boforo.  and  will  in  all  probability 
never  soe  it  again,  but  as  the  rivor  rollii  on,  apparently 
of  nnfathomablo  depth,  you  will  know  it  in  there.  So 
with  regard  to  certain  stroanin  which  looked  ho  likoly 
to  tho  unfumiliar  eye,  but  which  tho  experienced  men 
who  had  yeu  in  charge  would  not  wasto  a moment  about. 
You  now  observe  at  a glance  that  thoro  i«  no  Mingle 
boulder  or  lodge  of  rock,  no  run  or  subaqueous  gully 
that  would  tempt  a salmon  to  pause.” 

• • • • • • • 

“In  last  week’s  artiolo  on  ‘ l’iko  Pishing’"  (says 
‘ Halcyon  ’ in  the  weekly  supplement  to  the  Leeds 
Mercury)  “ 1 omitted  to  mention  one  of  tho  most  extra- 
ordinary inoidonts  I over  witnessed  during  my  life  as  an 
angler.  My  friend  caught  a small  jack,  about  ljlb.  in 
weight,  and  called  to  ino  to  come  up  and  see  if  it  was 
sizeable.  The  piko  had  laid  on  tho  bank  for  fully  throe 
minutes  when  1 arrived,  and  pronounced  it  too  small  to 
take.  Suiting  tho  action  to  the  word,  I gave  it  a gentle 
kiok,  and  it  roll,  d down  tho  bank  into  the  water,  taking 
up  its  position  oloso  to  some  weeds,  about  a yard  from 
tho  shore.  My  friend  remarked,  ‘ I wonder  if  it  will 
be  inclined  to  look  at  a bait  again  for  a week  or  so,’ 
and  1 said,  more  in  jest  than  in  earnest,  ‘Try  him.’ 
Ho  swung  tho  bait  just  in  front  of  tho  pike’s  nose, 
whon,  to  our  great  astonishment,  the  pike  put  his  head 
on  one  side  and  seized  the  gudgeon.  My  friend  did  not 
wish  to  honk  him  a second  time,  and  so  pulled  the  bait 
away  from  him.  We  both  were  agreed  that  this  was  the 
strongest  proof  of  the  voracity  of  a pike  that  we  had 
over  witnessed.” 

******* 

How  is  this  for  “high”?  Energetic  measures  (says 
a contemporary)  are  being  taken  in  Paris  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  colouring  of  lobsters  and  crayfish  which  goes 
on  at  the  great  central  markets.  Pots  of  red  paint  have 
been  seized,  and  tho  vendors  of  the  too-brilliant  looking 
shellfish  have  been  prosecuted  in  the  police  court  for 
fraud  by  adulteration.  The  object  of  colouring  the 
lobsters  is,  of  course,  to  give  them  an  appearance  of 
freshness  after  they  have  been  in  stock  for  some  time. 
An  amusing  scene  was  witnessed  in  the  police-court 
when  a whole  crowd  of  voluble  and  excited  fishwives 
were  arraigned.  Some  of  them  declared  that  even 
experts  cannot  tell  whether  or  not  lobsters  are  fresh. 
One  of  them  went  so  far  as  to  affirm  solemnly  that 
certain  customers  prefer  their  shellfish  “high,”  which 
gave  the  magistrate  an  opportunity  for  a little  joke  to 
the  effect  that  only  “ faisans  ” (pheasants)  are  good 
“ faisandes  ” (high).  The  women  were  sentenced  to  six 
days’  imprisonment  each  and  a fine  of  50f. 

******  * 

A writer  in  the  Calcutta  Englishman  believes  that 
many  of  the  sudden  floods  that  come  down  the  hill 
streams  are  beyond  doubt  caused  by  the  bursting  of  the 
dams  of  landslips  that  have  formed  small  lakes  in  the 
more  inaccessible  parts  of  the  hills  far  beyond  all 
villages,  of  which  nothing  is  ever  heard  save  by  the 
merest  accident.  Here  is  a case  in  point.  The  Parbatti 
river,  in  Kulu,  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  large 
streams  that  rise  in  the  glaciers  between  Kulu  and 
Spiti.  So  far  back  as  about  the  end  of  September,  1892, 
shikaris  from  one  of  the  higher  villages,  who,  as  soon  as 
the  shepherds  had  left  with  their  flocks,  had  gone  up 
after  burrhal,  noticed  that  the  northern  of  these  two 
streams  had  been  completely  blocked  by  a heavy  land- 
slip some  five  miles  above  the  point  of  junction,  and  that 
a lake  had  been  formed,  about  half  a mile  long  and  from 
15ft.  to  40ft.  deep. 

******* 

The  upper  end  was  pretty  well  frozen  over  when  they 
got  there,  but  there  was  much  percolation  in  the  bed  of 
the  stream.  The  same  shikaris  went  up  in  early  spring 
again,  and  found  that  the  whole  of  this  lake  was  frozen 
over  deeply,  and  the  spill  water  over  the  head  of  the 
dam  was  also  a sheet  of  ice.  As  the  snows  melted,  this 
lake  was  drained  off  gradually  by  undercutting  from 
below,  so  that  no  serious  flood  resulted.  Had  the  dam 
cut  down  from  above,  there  would  have  been  a very 
heavy  flood  wave  sweeping  down  the  Parbatti  valley 
and  through  South  Kulu.  Shepherds  who  were  up  there 
early  say  that  it  took  nearly  a month  to  clear  away,  but 
before  the  rains  commenced,  it  had  all  been  washed  away, 
and  nearly  eighteen  months  elapsed  before  anything  was 
known  about  it  in  Kulu. 

******* 

The  following  is  from  the  Cape  Times : “ The  move- 
ment ior  the  introduction  of  trout  and  other  British  fish 
to  our  frontier  livers  is  proceeding  apace.  According  to 
the  East  London  Dispatch,  80,000  ova  have  been  ordered 
out,  and  will  arrive  in  March  next,  the  English  spawning 
season.  Mr.  Latour  is  expected  back  from  England  in 
November,  when  he  will  bring  with  him  all  the  hatching 
ap(iar»tus,  and  a quantity  of  live  perch  and  tench  for 
the  East  Loudon  and  other  reservoirs.  Mr.  Latour  is 
very  sanguine  of  making  trout  hatching  on  the  frontier 
an  unqualified  success.  All  who  take  a reasonable 
delight  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table  will  earnestly  hope 
that  he  may.  I It  the  Cape  East  Londoners  areanythinv 
like  our  own  East  Londoners,  there  will  be  more  delight 
in  the  pleasure  of  catching  them  than  eating  them.] 

******* 

Banks;  “What  do  you  think  of  that  story  about' 
Jonah  being  three  days  inside  the  whale?”  Tanks- 
“It’s  a good  thing  ; I’ve  given  my  wife  worse  excuses 
than  that.  Dragnet. 


Jingling  Jfixfures. 

November  4.  — 

Alma  : Match  at  Woybridgo. 

Amicable  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

Bloomsbury  Brothere  : Match  at  Ware. 

Convivial : Prize  outing. 

OoMy  : Match. 

Dalnton  : ChristmaB  prize  outing. 

Globe  : Prize  outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Groat  Eastern  : Match  at  Langford  Hall. 

Havelock  : Match  at  Sawbridgoworth. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Jubilee  : Match  at  Oookham. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  : Prize  outing. 

Rodney  Pisoatorials : Match. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Roving  match. 

South  London  : Match  at  Walton. 

Walham  Green  : Outing. 

Walton  Abbey  : Open  competition. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Competition. 

Wellington  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Westminster  : Match  at  Weybridge. 

November  5. 

Alma:  Visit. 

Anglers’  Association  : Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Central  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Globe : Benefit  concert. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Visit. 

November  6. 

Rodney  Pisoatorials  : Visit. 

November  *7 . 

Bostonians : Entertainment  by  Messrs.  Taylor  and 
Ward. 

Epsom  : Reading  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill. 

Izaak  Walton : Competition. 

Pixie  Brothers : Supper. 

South  London  : Match  at  Bures. 

November  8. 

Society  of  Caxtonians  : Jack  competition  at  Marlow. 

November  9. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 
Gresham  : Sea-fishing  at  Deal. 


Nov.  11. — Amicable  Waltonians  .-  Match  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. 

,,  11. — Angler’s  Pride  : Match  at  Snnbury. 

,,  11. — Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

,,  11. — Eustonians  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  11.- — Islington  Brothers  : Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  11. — Lincoln  : Match  at  Woking. 

,,  11. — North  London  : Prize  outing. 

;,  11. — Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Walton. 

,,  11. — Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  11. — Royal  Oak  : Match. 

,,  11. — Shepherd’s  Bush  : Competition. 

,,  11. — Serapis:  Match  at  Shepperton. 

,,  11. — Seymour  Brothers  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  11. — Silver  Trout : Onting. 

,,  11. — Sociable  Brothers  : Match  at  Ongar. 

,,  12. — Alma:  Benefit  concert. 

,,  13.— Allason  United  : Visit. 

,,  14. — Walham  Green  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  15. — Sundial:  Half-yearly  supper. 

,,  16. — Dulwich  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  18. — Brompton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

,,  21. — Anchor  and  Hope  : Visit  and  presentation. 

,,  21.— Convivial : Visit. 

,,  21. — New  Albion  Pisoatorials  : Punt  match. 

,,  22. — West  London  : Match. 

,,  25. — United  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

,,  26. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Concert. 

Dec.  2. — Camden  : Christmas  prize  outing. 


•Reports  from  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association,  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  Clerkenwell,  E C. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  renting  and  preservation  committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  Nov.  5,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1,  Eastern  Dis- 
trict).— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to 
the  Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire  Arms, 
Bracklyn-street,  New  North-road,  on  Monday  next, 
Nov.  5,  when  I hope  to  have  a good  attendance. — G. 
Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Western 
District). — I beg  to  remind  anglers  that  the  next  return 
visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 
13,  to  the  Allason  United,  when  I hope  to  see  a good 
muster. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  3s.  4d.  from  the  donation  boxes  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  collected  at  their  smoking 
concert  on  Monday.  Oct.  22  ; and  10s.  6d.,  annual  sub- 
scription from  A.  Hersche,  the  Pitt’s  Head,  Goswell- 
road.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  9,  at  8.80. — R.  Ghurney. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report 
Messrs.  Enever,  Barnes,  Warde,  Bryant,  and  Cooper 
have  weighed-in  good  shows  of  roach,  bream,  and  jack, 
the  first  two  named  taking  respectively  the  first  and 
second  prizes  (October  competition).  On  the  4th  inst. 
we  fish  a go-where-you-please  match  for  two  prizes. 
Mr.  A.  D.  Kidd  was  proposed  as  a working  member  at 
our  last  meeting.  Wo  still  have  room  for  a few  good 
working  members,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from 


any  gentleman  in  tho  neighbourhood  wishing  to  join. — • 
W.  H.  B. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. 

MoHHrs.  Jackson,  R.  Challen,  Bridge,  and  A.  Carey  were 
successful  in  taking  prizes  in  tho  competition  at 
Windsor  on  Oct.  28.  The  next  return  visit  on  tho 
Western  District  will  take  place  at  tho  above  society 
on  Nov.  13,  when  we  hope  to  see  many  friends  from  tho 
various  societies.  Wo  have  a jolly  host  and  a good 
room. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Linooln’s-inn  Fields.  - On  Oct.  28,  the 
following  weighed-in  : S.  Cutbush  and  J.  Drew.  I hope 
friends  will  not  forget  Monday,  when  we  take  our  visit 
on  Central  List.  I may  also  state  that  Mr.  II.  Seymour, 
member  of  above,  has  a benefit  on  Monday,  Nov.  12,  to 
take  place  at  the  clubhouse.  It  is  hoped  that  anglers 
and  friends  will  do  their  best  to  assist.  -G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 
Oct.  21  Mr.  Harris  weighed-in  a brace  of  jack.  On  the 
28th  several  members  took  part  in  the  competition  at 
Windsor,  but  with  no  result.  We  fish  a roaming  match 
at  Ware  for  a series  of  prizes.  Train  from  Livornool- 
street  8 2 a.m. ; members  can  come  by  any  other  train 
if  they  prefer. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.  — Tho 
return  visit  to  the  above  took  place  last  Monday  even- 
ing and  was  a greatsuccess,  Mr.  Merry  in  the  chair,  faced 
by  Mr.  Webster,  of  the  Lincoln.  The  following  twenty- 
three  clubs  answered  to  the  roll  : Second  Surrey,  West- 
minster, Hoxton  Brothers,  Wenlock,  Royal  Oak,  Good 
Intent,  Lincoln,  Enterprise  Rovers,  Great  Northern, 
St.  John’s,  Convivial,  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun, 
Enstonian,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny  Folks,  Isling- 
ton Brothers,  Alma,  North  London,  Royal  George, 
Anglers’  Pride,  Odds  and  Evens,  Bermondsey,  and 
Forest  Gate,  to  which  clubs  we  return  our  thanks,  and 
will  respond  to  their  call.  Not  many  fish  on  our  trays 
on  Oct.  28,  most  of  the  members  taking  part  in  the 
Windsor  competition.  The  next  outing  of  the  club  will 
take  place  on  Nov.  11  for  a series  of  prizes  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. — G.  Merry. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 

Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Oct.  28  Beveral 
of  our  members  journeyed  to  Windsor,  to  compete  in  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  contest,  and  also  three  club  prizes. 
Mr.  G.  Rich  secured  twelfth  prize  in  the  A.B.  contest 
and  a second  club  prize.  I hope  members  will  turn  up 
in  strong  force  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  some 
more  outings,  as  we  have  several  prizes  to  fish  for. — 
J.  Rich. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— We  had 

several  members  out  on  the  28th  ult.,  but  not  very  good 
takes  rewarded  their  efforts.  Mr.  Jones  weighed-in  a 
specimen  perch  from  the  Thames  ; Mr.  Palmer,  dace  ; 
and  Mr.  Davis,  perch  and  dace,  which  entitled  the  last 
two  named  to  two  of  the  prizes  left  open.  There  is  still 
one  to  go  for. — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Ten  of  our  members 
fished  in  the  Windsor  competition,  Mr.  Ripp  and  Mr. 
W.  Isley  each  being  successful  in  taking  a prize.  We 
fish  for  our  next  monthly  prizes  at  Sunbury  on  Nov.  11, 
all  members  to  start  by  eight  o’clock  train  and  leave  off 
fishing  at  four  o’clock.  Mr.  Plummer  has  been  elected 
a working  member.  I shall  esteem  it  a favour  if 
honorary  and  also  working  members  will  forward  on  a 
trifle  to  the  Preservation  Fund.  I have  a good  list  of 
names  down,  but  would  be  pleased  to  receive  more. — 
J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 

Hotel,  Queen’s-road. — The  match  fixed  for  Nov.  4 is 
postponed  until  Nov.  11 ; at  Pangbourne,  from  the  Swan 
to  the  Oak  Tree,  tow-path  only  ; four  prizes  ; all  to  start 
from  Oiapbam  Junction  at  8.20,  to  return  from  Pang- 
bonrne  at  5.17.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next. — Geo.  Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a competition  for  their  October  Reries  of  prizes 
at  Walton  on  the  28th  ult.  ; a fair  number  took  part, 
but  only  two  succeeded  in  getting  above  the  stipulated 
£lb.,  Messrs.  J.  Smith  and  J.  Warman,  4|lb.  and  41b. 
6oz.  respectively.  Messrs.  H.  Patman  and  W.  S. 
Clarke,  roach  from  other  waters,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Shep- 
herd and  Mr.  Remmington,  jack ; totil  gross  on  the 
28th,  85Jlb.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  again 
weighed-in  three  jack,  23|lb.,  largest  fish  91b.,  and  Mr. 
Remmington  131b.  of  jack.  The  concert  for  Mr.  E. 
Burton  on  the  last-mentioned  date  was  fairly  well 
attended  considering  the  weather,  and  a most  capital 
evening’s  entertainment  was  put  before  those  present. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — We  fished  for  our  October  prizes  at 
Windsor  on  Oct.  28,  the  following  being  successful : Mr. 
Wheelhouse,  first ; Mr.  Burberry,  second ; Mr.  Fred 
Barker,  third.  Several  of  our  members  also  competed  in 
the  Benevolent  match  and  secured  prizes.  Will  members 
attend  next  Wednesday  to  decide  our  November  prize 
outing.  The  half-yearly  balance-sheet  is  at  the  club- 
house for  members'  inspection. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — On  the  28th 
ult.  Mr.  G.  Gill  weighed-in  81b.  lloz.  of  tine  roach  and 
dace,  some  of  the  latter  scaling  lOjoz. ; Messrs.  II. 
Davis,  roach  and  dace  ; Rich,  roach  and  dace  ; G.  Smith, 
roach;  Thornatt,  roach;  Hasted,  roach  and  dace. 
Members  will  ploase  note  that  our  peg-down  match  takes 
placo  at  Ware  on  Nov  4,  all  members  to  start  on  tho 
morning. — A.  Wilshaw. 
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Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  28  Mr. 
West  had  a nioe  show  of  roach  ; Mr.  Rundoll,  daoo  ; Mr. 
J.  Hoare,  roach.  Mr.  Bush  was  successful  in  winning 
a prize  in  the  Windsor  competition.  On  Nov.  7 Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Ward  will  give  their  third  series  of  enter- 
tainments, entitled  “ Odds  and  Ends,”  including  fisher- 
men’s haunts,  haunted  places,  and  fishing  trifles. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society. — Wednesday  evening 
being  quarterly  night,  the  usual  election  of  officers  was 
gone  through.  A competition  was  arranged  to  take 
place  at  Shiplake  on  Nov.  18,  two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh 
according  to  club  rules.  Members  not  clear  on  the 
books  are  not  eligible  for  this  competition. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — The  members  of  the  above  did  not 
show  up  for  our  prize  outing  on  the  28th  ult.  as  well  as 
I should  like  to  have  seen.  Those  who  went  had  a very 
enjoyable  day,  succeeding  in  taking  some  nice  shows  of 
fish.  A good  meat  tea  was  provided  by  Mr.  Smith. 
The  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : Mr.  B.  Bissell,  first, 
with  roach  ; J.  Watkins,  second,  also  winning  a hand- 
some pipe  given  by  Mr.  B.  Bissell  for  the  heaviest  roach 
taken  that  day  over  lOoz. ; Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  third, 
with  roach.  Mr.  J.  Hart  weighed-in  jack,  but  not  the 
stipulated  weight  to  take  a prize.  Messrs.  Ed.  Pap- 
worth,  Thompson,  and  Oakes  also  helped  to  fill  the  trays 
with  some  nice  roach.— J.  Watkins. 

Buxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Waltham- 
stow.— On  the  21st  ult.  Mr.  James  had  4|lb.  jack,  and 
Mr.  Thompson  41b.  lOoz.  roach.  On  the  28th  ult.  Mr. 
James  had  bream  and  jack.  On  Nov.  4 we  fish  a match 
for  special  prizes  at  Hatfield  Peveril.  Go  by  first  train 
from  Stratford. 

Camden  Anglingl  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Oct.  28,  when  the  following  members  weighed-in : 
Messrs.  Critcher,  perch  and  bream ; Fuller,  roach ; 
Marshall,  roach ; and  Spreight,  roach.  Members  are 
reminded  that  Wednesday  next,  Nov.  7,  will  be  quarterly 
night.  (See  rule  4). — E.  T.  White. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Tharnes- 
street. — On  Oct.  28  Mr.  Garbrecht  weighed-in  71b.  lO.j-oz. 
jack ; Mr.  Chambers,  perch,  winning  a prize  in  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  competition  at  Windsor. — J.  E.  C. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— A 
successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Amicable 
Waltonians  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Merry  in  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  Webster.  The  following  twenty-two  clubs 
sent  representatives,  viz.,  Lincoln,  St.  John’s,  Convivial, 
City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  Eustonian,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Funny  Folks,  Islington  Brothers,  Alma, 
North  London,  Royal  George,  Second  Surrey,  Hoxton 
Brothers,  Wenlock,  Enterprise  Rovers,  Anglers’  Pride, 
Odds  and  Evens,  Westminster,  Forest  Gate,  Bermond- 
sey Brothers,  Good  Intent,  and  Royal  Oak.  They  had 
a crowded  meeting  and  they  deserved  it.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  Funny  Folks  A.S.  at  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-street ; date  later  on.' — F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road. — On  Oct.  21  we  fished  our  third  match  for  ten 
private  prizes  at  Henley,  when  the  following  members 
took  prizes  : Messrs.  W.  Hill,  first ; E.  Baxter,  second  ; 
W.  White,  third  ; G.  Wybrow,  J.  Hicks,  W.  Dunn,  F. 
Bourne,  A.  T wyman,  F.  Boccius.  Sixteen  of  our 
members  took  part  in  the  A.B.  competition  on  Oct.  28, 
when  four  were  successful.  I wish  members  will  attend 
the  club  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some  important 
business  to  do. — T.  Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  Sidney-street,  City- 
road. — On  Oct.  28  the  members  fished  a roving  match 
for  four  prizes,  which  were  won  by  Mr.  H.  Ziegler,  first, 
with  roach,  91b.  (best  fish,  lib.  5Joz.) ; Mr.  W.  Mus- 
grave,  second,  with  31b.  15|oz.  ; and  Mr.  S.  Hurell  and 
Mr.jW.  Parish,  third  and  fourth,  with  roach.  We  fishlfor 
two  10s.  prizes  on  Nov.  4 ; go  where  you  like.  We  have 
also  arranged  for  our  visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association 
to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  21. — Phil. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  15G,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
— We  fish  our  postponed  match  on  Nov.  4.  Same  con- 
ditions as  before.  Members  to  weigh-in  not  later  than 
10.15  at  the  clubhouse.  A few  were  out  on  the  21st  ult., 
but  had  nothing  worth  recording. — F.  Ross. 

Crewe  Free  Anglers'  Society. — This  new  but 
enterprising  society  is  progressing  favourably,  and  has 
procured  for  its  members  (through  the  Provincial 
Anglers’  Association)  cheap  railway  fares  for  anglers  in 
certain  districts.  One  of  our  members  (Mr.  John  Bate) 
was  successful  in  taking  the  chief  prize  in  an  open  match 
fished  at  Stafford  on  Saturday  last,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Newtown  Angling  Society — a silver  medal  and  a 
general  rod.  The  same  angler  also  took  two  roach  in  the 
River  Weaver  (lib.  lloz.  and  lib.  5foz.).  They  are  being 
set  up  by  Mr.  Shaw,  of  Shrewsbury. — F.  A.  Williams. 

Crewe  Izaak  Walton  Society.  — One  of  the 
members  of  this  flourishing  society,  namely,  S.  Maxon 
(secretary),  took  a nice  pike,  91b.  2Jjoz.,  recently. — F.  A. 
Williams. 

Crewe  No.  1 Angling  Society.— Waters  in  this 
district  much  swollen  by  recent  heavy  rains,  a “ fresh  ” 
was  much  needed,  and  good  sport  is  hoped  for  soon  as 
waters  have  settled  down.  This  society  is  progressing 
favourably,  numbering  some  130  to  140  members.  An 
open  match,  under  the  auspices  of  this  society,  was 
fished  some  little  time  ago  in  which  313  anglers  took 
part,  and  proved  a great  success.  Some  good  fish  have 
been  weighed  in  for  the  annual  prizes,  and  include 
pike,  chub,  roach,  bream,  perch,  and  trout. — F.  A. 
Williams. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms.  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
On  Wednesday  we  held  another  smoking  concert,  when 
we  had  the  company  of  several  friends,  but  our  own 


members  wore  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Next 
Wednesday  will  be  a special  general  meeting,  when  I 
hope  to  see  all  the  members  present  as  there  is  a lot  of 
business  to  do.— W.  H.  Buuwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  28th  ult.  several  of 
the  members  were  out,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  not  one 
weighed-in.  On  Tuesday,  the  30th,  I had  a very  good 
attendance,  when  it  was  deoided  that  members  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  for  the  Christmas  prize  competion  on 
the  morning.  The  prizes  are  to  be  competed  for  at 
Harlow  on  Nov.  4.  Members  to  travel  by  the  eight 
o’clock  from  Liverpool-street  and  to  alight  at  Harlow. 
There  are  twenty  prizes  to  be  competed  for  up  to  date. 
— S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose- 
green,  S.E.— Several  of  our  members  were  at  Amberley 
on  the  28th  ult.,  but  had  only  poor  sport.  Tickets  for 
our  smoker,  which  takes  place  on  Nov.  16,  can  be  had 
on  application  to  the  secretary. — Ed.  Morliere. 

Eagle  Angling  Society.— Sport  has  been  a bit 
tame  this  last  fortnight,  only  a few  members  weighing- 
in.  Mr.  Dunford,  roach,  from  the  Lea ; Messrs.  Day 
and  Mills,  roach,  perch  and  jack,  also  from  the  Lea ; 
Messrs.  T.  Collier  and  J.  Dyer,  roach  and  dace.  Com- 
mittee men  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend  a committee 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  at  8.30,  on  very  important 
business. — C.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  on  Oct.  28  resulted  as 
follows  : 1st,  Mr.  Gomm  ; 2nd,  Mr.  Bruce. — Bruce  and 
Frampton. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Enter- 
prise Club,  Manchee  House.  South  Tottenham. — Several 
of  our  members  went  to  Roydon,  and  fished  for  three 
prizes  on  Oct.  28,  but  caught  no  fish.  Mr.  C.  Davis 
weighed-in  51b.  lO.joz.  of  fine  roach  from  Norwich  ; Mr. 
Gowen  weighed-in  a jack  of  31b.  4|oz.,  and  lib.  l|oz.  of 
roach. — J.  Kipp. 

Epsom  Angling  Society  . — At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Epson  Angling  Society,  on  Oct.  31,  at  the  Wel- 
lington Hotel,  High-street,  Epsom,  the  balance-sheet  of 
the  society  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  Dix,  and  approved  of  by 
the  members.  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent; Messrs.  J.  A.  Bucknill  and  E.  G.  Wilson  were  also 
placed  upon  the  list  of  vice-presidents;  Messrs.  Elderton 
and  Harding’s  names  were  added  to  the  committee  list, 
the  old  members,  with  two  exceptions,  agreeing  to  serve 
again  ; Mr.  W.  Dix  was  re-elected  treasurer ; while  Mr. 
Jeffery  undertook  the  office  of  secretary,  with  Mr.  R. 
Brown  as  assistant  secretary.  Three  new  members  were 
admitted,  bringing  the  full  strength  of  the  club  up  to 
eighty-four,  as  compared  with  seventy-seven  last  year. 
Mr.  Bucknill’s  paper  will  be  read  on  Wednesday  next, 
Nov.  7,  at  8.30  p.m.  All  anglers  are  cordially  invited. 
J.  Jeeeery. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross. — On  Oct.  28  four  of  our  members 
fished  in  the  competitien  at  Windsor,  Mr.  Abbott 
winning  the  eighth  prize.  On  Nov.  11  we  fish  for  our 
club  prizes  at  Amberley  ; also  10s.  6d.  given  by  our  land- 
lord (Mr.  Abraham). — C.  Abbott. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — Several  of  our  members  took 
part  in  the  Windsor  Benevolent  Compeiition,  and  I am 
pleased  to  state  two  of  them  were  successful  in  winning 
prizes— Mr.  F.  Eldridge  with  perch  and  dace,  and  Mr. 
H.  S.  Norris  with  dace. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — On  Oct.  27  Mr.  Mendham 
and  Mr.  Nolan  had  roach  and  dace,  but  did  not  weigh. 
On  Oct  31  Mr.  Lane  weighed-in  roach  ; and  Mr.  Donne, 
a perch  of  lib.  2£oz.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Wed- 
desday  next,  Nov.  7,  at  8 p.m.  to  arrange  prizes  for  the 
match  on  Dec.  8.  Don’t  forget  the  visit  to  the  Odds 
and  Evens  on  Nov.  5 ; we  have  not  been  good  visitors 
lately.— Scribe. 

General  Preservation  and  Re-stocking  Fund. 

— Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  from : Havelock  Angling  Society,  10s.  ; 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  5s.  ; Brunswick  Brothers,  5s.  ; 
Capton  Park,  5s.— R.  Ghurney. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a few  roach  and  dace  weighed-in  on 
Oct.  28  by  Messrs.  Hoggett,  Caborn,  and  Stebbings, 
the  last  named  having  a roach  lib.  fljoz.  We  fish  a 
roving  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Nov.  4,  for  four  prizes. 
A brake  will  leave  the  clubhouse  at  7.15  for  Paddington. 
On  Monday  we  hold  a concert  for  the  benefit  of  C. 
Ellis,  when  all  anglers  and  friends  will  be  welcome. — 
W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — On  Oct.  28  our  Mr.  Bowring  saved  ns 
from  a blank.  Several  members  were  out,  but  returned 
too  late  to  weigh-in.  Will  members  please  notice  that 
Tuesday  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I should  liko  to 
s ;e  a full  attendance,  as  there  are  matters  of  great 
importance  to  be  discussed. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  — On  the  28th  inst.  Messrs. 
Flint  and  Maybury  showed  some  good  roach.  On 
Tuesday  there  was  a crowded  room  on  behalf  of  Mr.  G. 
Huggett,  and  proved  very  successful.  I beg  to  offer  my 
best  thanks  to  all  those  friends  who  gave  their  support 
to  him.  Our  members  will  fish  for  their  Christmas 
prizes  at  St.  Margret’s  on  Nov.  4.  The  secretary  will 
be  at  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday  evening  for  members  to 
be  free. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Earl  of  Derby.  Grange- 
road,  S.E.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
25th  ult.  Mr.  George  Gibbons  in  the  chair.  The 
ordinary  routine  of  business  having  been  gone  through, 
Mr.  Coglan  was  duly  eleoted ; Mr.  T.  Sandilands  was 


awarded  one  prize  given  by  Mr.  Win.  Payne  for 
September.  The  anglers’ benevolent  box  will  be  opened 
on  Thursday  evening,  Nov.  8.  Wo  shall  be  pleased  to 
see  any  brother  anglers  present.  During  the  past  week 
Mr.  Geo.  Wood  has  weighed-in  91b  3 >z.  of  roach,  & c. ; 
and  Mr  T.  Sandilands  several  roach  W.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — I beg  to  inform 
members  that  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  6,  will  be  quarterly 
night,  also  that  the  match  takes  place  on  Nov.  4 at 
Langford  Hall ; all  to  start  on  the  morning.  Mr.  F. 
Hudson,  J.  Grande,  W.  Burling,  and  F.  Humphres 
weighed  roach  on  Oct.  28. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— There  was  very  little 
doing  at  the  meeting  last  Tuesday,  the  stormy  weather 
being  all  against  angling.  Mr.  G.  Allen  reported  having 
taken  four  pike,  and  T.  Bartlett  brought  in  five  hand- 
some roach  from  Kelvedon.  On  the  9th  (Lord  Mayor’s 
Day)  a number  of  the  members  intend  visiting  Deal  for 
some  sea  fishing.  It  is  probable  that  a considerable  con- 
cession in  fares  will  be  obtained  of  the  railway  company, 
but  it  will  depend  on  the  number.  Some  will  leave 
London  on  Thursday  evening,  and  others  on  Friday 
morning.  Members  who  propose  going  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  the  secretary  not  later  than  Tuesday 
next. — James  Taylor. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — Mr.  A.  Fish, 
on  Oct.  28,  had  a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  from 
Dagenham  Lake  ; Mr.  Bagshaw,  sen.,  roach  ; and  myself 
roach  from  Windsor  (winning  a prize  in  the  competition). 
Our  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.  takes  place 
on  Nov.  26,  when  I hope  to  see  a large  attendance. — 
C.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society  — On  Oct.  21 
F.  Newton  weighed-in  roach,  111b.,  perch,  15oz. ; S. 
Cole,  dace  ; and  G.  E.  Read,  roach  and  perch.  On 
Oct.  28,  F.  Newton,  12flb.  roach,  also  perch  and  dace  ; 
S.  Cole,  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Huntley,  roach.  The  com- 
plimentary visit  and  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  A.B.S.  on  Oct.  22  was  a great  success,  the  room 
being  crowded.  The  thanks  of  all  anglers  are  due  to 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shephard  (treasurer,  Bermondsey  Brothers), 
who  was  chairman,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  S Clarke  (host  of 
the  Argyll  Arms,  Brixton-road).  The  entertainment 
was  of  the  first  order.  The  donation  boxes  produced 
£2  3s.  4d.,  collected  during  the  evening  Mr.  G. 
Shephard  had  given  a general  invitation  to  all  members 
of  the  South  London  clubs  to  accompany  him  in  brakes 
free  of  charge,  the  result  being  that  two  handsome  four- 
horse  brakes  drove  up  to  the  Spread  Eagle  about  nine 
o’clock  with  about  seventy  anglers  and  friends. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Clachan, 
Sherborne-lane,  King  William-street,  EC.  — A few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  28th  ult.,  but  owing  to  the 
flooded  state  of  the  rivers  met  with  no  success,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  F.  Seyfang  who  took  one  roach  scaling 
about  ilb.  I beg  to  remind  members  that  our  next 
monthly  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  7th 
inst.,  at  5.30  p.m.,  when  I trust  all  who  can  possibly 
make  it  convenient  well  attend,  as  we  have  several  very 
important  items  of  business  for  consideration. — F.  C.  H. 
Seyfang. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mvddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in 
on  Oct.  28  : Mr.  Belcher,  perch ; Mr.  Croker,  roach. 
On  Tuesday  last  the  balance-sheet  was  read,  and  the 
auditors  gave  their  report,  which  was  considered  satis- 
factory, and  the  books  showed  a very  fair  balance. 
Owing  to  the  wet  weather  very  few  members  were  pre- 
sent. I hope  members  will  attend  a bit  better  than  of 
late. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— As  announced 
last  week  the  members  will  compete  for  four  special 
prizes  on  Nov.  4,  at  Shiplake,  and  for  three  ditto  on 
Wednesday  next,  Nov.  7,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters;  private  waters 
barred.  Messrs.  Butt,  Furlong,  and  Poole  weighed-in 
roach  on  Oct.  28 ; Mr.  W.  Wilshere  had  roach  and  dace 
on  Oct.  28— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — On  Oct.  28  Messrs.  Ide,  Ouree,  and  H. 
Wright  weighed-in  dace  from  the  Thames,  the  two 
former  winning  prizes  in  the  A B competition.  On 
Nov.  4 we  fish  a match  at  Cookham  for  m mey  prizes  ; 
roving  between  Cookham  Bridge  and  the  paper  mills  ; 
first  train  from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any  subsequent 
train  ; one  rod  only  ; jack  barred  ; cease  fishing  'it  5.30, 
and  return  together  or  be  disqualified ; no  member 
eligible  to  take  a prize  unless  he  weighs  in  jilb.  of  fish  ; 
members  arriving  after  the  first  train  must  report  them- 
selves before  fishing. — -A.  Ide. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Several  of  our  members  have  been  out 
this  week  with  only  moderate  success;  the  best  show 
was  on  Tuesday,  when  thirteen  roach  and  two  tench, 
weighing  20jlb.  were  weighed-in ; several  of  the  roach 
weighed  1 Jib. , and  all  were  over  lib.  This  comprised 
part  of  an  afternoon  batch  by  two  members.  The 
committee  have  arranged  a series  of  monthly  matches 
to  take  place  on  the  second  Sunday  in  November, 
December,  January,  February,  and  Maroh.  — W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bash,  W. 
— Nine  of  our  members  journeyed  to  Windsor  on  Oct.  28 
to  fish  in  the  competition  for  the  benefit  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Fund,  and  had  a most  enjoyable  outing. 
Messrs.  F.  Newcombe,  G.  Bailey,  and  C E.  Locke  took 
prizes.  Please  note  our  next  meeting  will  be  on  Nov.  14, 
and  do  let  us  have  a good  attendance. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  28  a few 
members  were  out,  the  following  having  fish  ; Mr. 
Richardson,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  9oz.,  lib.  7oz. ; Mr. 
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Wliito,  oli uli ; Mr.  Clarke,  roaoh  ; Mr.  Bowdroy,  roaoh. 
On  Nov.  11  tho  momborB  of  tho  above  will  fish  a match 
at  Woking,  all  to  start  on  tho  morning.  I must  request 
members  to  attend  on  Wednesday  noxt  for  important 
business. — W.  WATLINO. 

Itiverpool  Angling’  Association.  There  ban  boon 
daring  tbo  pant  week  a succession  of  stormy  wot  woather 
and  angling  has  boon  altogether  out  of  the  question. 

It.  WOOLFAl.il, 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 

The  mooting  on  Monday  was  well  attended,  when  a 
letter  from  Mr.  White,  secretary  i’.A.A.,  was  road,  and 
it  states  that  nothing  can  bo  done  just  yet  with  regard 
to  the  railway  concessions  wo  havo  asked  for.  Will 
members  kindly  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  next? 
James  Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Bon  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — On  Friday  evening,  Oot  20,  Mr.  Walter 
Eody  weighed-in  four  pike  caught  at  Waltham  Abbey  ; 
aggregate  weight,  151b.  lOoz.  ; weight  of  largest  fish, 
41b.  8oz.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  this  day, 
Nov.  3,  at  the  Bluo  Last,  Broadway,  E.C.  and  the 
annual  mooting  at  four  o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
Nov.  0.  at  headquarters. — J.  E.  Griffiths. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road  —Owing  to  the  excessive  rain  to-day 
(Thursday),  the  Thames  Competition  was  a comparative 
failure.  Eighteen  members  entered  for  the  outing,  but 
only  five  weigbod-in  fish.  As  a result,  Mr.  Mudd  won 
the  five  guinea  challenge  cup  and  .£2  2s.  jewel;  Mr.  F. 
E.  Smith  won  the  second  prize,  £1  Is.  ; Mr.  C.  Davis 
taking  the  third  placo  and  10s.  Cd.  plate.  Mr.  Boorman, 
a member  of  tho  South  London  A.S.,  was  the  successful 
bon.  member.  Several  members  left  the  Thames  to  try 
the  olub  water  at  Colnbrook,  but  only  succeeded  in 
looking  at  it  from  the  road  bridge,  the  bank  and 
meadows  being  entirely  covered  by  the  flood. — A.  E.  B. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our 
members  were  out  on  Oct.  20  (roving  match)  at  Lang- 
ford. Result  as  follows  ; Messrs.  W.  Moore,  1st ; G. 
Millward,  2nd  : G.  Daycoek,  3rd  ; C.  Lamb,  sen.,  4th  ; 
and  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  5th.  The  following  also  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  G.  Smith,  C.  Drawbridge,  J.  Bedwell,  W. 
Moye,  and  G.  Taylor. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.— Members  are  reminded  that  we 
fish  for  the  three  remaining  prizes  at  Ware  on  Nov.  11. 
Our  members  were  not  very  successful  in  the  A.  B.  S. 
competition,  chub  and  dace  being  weighed  in  by  Greg. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Bracklyn- 
street,  New  North-road,  N.— At  Windsor,  on  Oct.  28, 
four  of  our  members  competed  in  the  Benevolent  Com- 
tition,  but  none  of  them  got  a sizeable  fish.  Four  other 
of  our  members  were  fishing  at  Kingston,  but  only  one 
(Mr.  Whittaker)  weighed-in  roach,  and  saved  us  a blank. 

I may  remind  members  that  our  visit  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next,  Nov.  5. — J.  Cuthbert. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A few  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
28th  ult.,  when  the  following  were  successful : Messrs. 
Bell,  jack;  Dew,  roach;  Hopton,  roach  ; and  Carter, 
eel.— W.  Skeggs. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society. — We 

fish  our  third  series  of  prizes  on  Nov.  11  at  Walton-on- 
ThameB  for  prizes  presented  by  Messrs.  Durrant, 
Gardham,  Clarke,  and  Burrows  ; all  to  go  on  the  morn- 
ing. Members  can  get  out  at  Walton  or  Shepperton 
stations.  I hope  members  will  attend  next  week  to  make 
themselves  eligible. — G.  Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road.N.W.  On  Oct.  28  we  had  a good  show  of  roach, 
perch,  and  dace,  the  result  of  our  Bourne  End  match. 
The  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Bouffler,  Reed,  and 
Mares.  The  following  members  had  fish  : Milton,  R. 
Carr,  Harmer,  Little,  J.  Carr,  Tbrodgould,  and  F.  and  C. 
Dove.  Harry  Morgan,  our  country  member,  also  sent 
up  a few  nice  fish.  Mr.  Thredgould  wins  the  October 
gross  weight.  There  are  only  a few  tickets  left  for  our 
half-yearly  supper  on  Nov.  13. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Our  competition  proved 
a great  success,  our  trays  being  well  filled.  Mr.  Pyne, 
first;  Mr  UttiDg.  second;  Mr.  Wrigglesworth,  third; 
Mr.  Mitchell,  fourth  ; Mr.  King,  fifth  ; Mr.  Lane,  sixth ; 
and  Mr  Tidmarsh,  seventh.  Mr.  E.  Hattersley  has 
weighed-in  a fine  specimen.  I hope  all  members  will  be 
present  on  Nov.  7 at  our  seventh  convivial  supper,  as  we 
intend  to  make  it  one  of  the  best  we  have  yet  had. 
Supper  at  8.30  sharp. — T.  H.  Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  Wednesday  we 
had  a very  fair  meeting,  and  it  was  arranged  to  have  a 
special  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  Nov.  7,  to  hear 
auditor’s  report  and  arrange  a match.  I hope  all 
members  will  attend  and  clear  the  books.— J.  Harris. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  — Most  of  our 
members  were  fishing  in  the  A.  B.  competition  at 
Windsor  on  Oct.  28,  and  I was  pleased  to  notice  that 
five  of  them  were  successful,  namely,  Messrs.  Whitford, 
Read,  Crowley,  Bungey,  and  Gibson.  With  the  Thames 
improving  I hope  to  record  some  better  takes  on  the 
occasion  of  our  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Nov.  11. — W. 
Bowyer. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street,  W. — 
Several  of  our  members  took  part  in  the  A.  B.  competi- 
tion at  W indsor  on  the  28th,  Mr.  Brett,  weighing-in  roach 
and  dace,  succeeded  in  taking  a prize. — C.  H.  S. 

Rodney  Piscatorials.  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — The  next  South 
London  United  visit  comes  to  the  above  society  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  C,  when  I hope  all  the  clubs  on  the  list 


will  support  us.  Wo  fished  our  monthly  outing  on  tho 
28th  ult  at  Amborloy,  when  only  two  prizes  wore  taken 
owing  to  tho  flooded  state  of  tbo  river.  The  prize 
winners  wero  : Mosers.  1*'.  Lainborton,  bream,  first ; J. 
Wigley,  bream,  second.  The  other  prize  will  be  fished 
for  on  Nov.  4 ; go  whoro  you  like  on  the  morning. — 
F.T.  Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
street. — The  majority  of  our  members  took  part  in  the 
Windsor  competition  on  Oot.  28.  when  Mr.  J.  Cunnington 
took  a prize.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on  Nov.  4, 
roving.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  the  above  society 
can  obtain  all  particulars  at  the  clubhouse. — R.  E. 
Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  Soho.— On  the  28th  ult.  several  of  our 
members  wore  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in,  viz.  : 
Messrs.  Webber,  roaoh;  Harris,  jun.,  and  Sartain. 
Several  of  our  people  also  took  part  in  the  Windsor 
competition,  and  two  were  successful  in  taking  prizes, 
viz.,  Mr.  Roach  and  Mr.  Dawes.  Mr.  Webber  is  the 
winner  of  Mr.  Shaw’s  prize  for  gross  weight  roach  for 
the  last  month.  Next  month  we  fish  for  Mr.  A.  Hughes’ 
prize  gross  weight  roach  and  dace. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coburn-road,  Bow, 

E.  — The  result  of  the  match  on  Oct.  28  was  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Alf.  Barclay  was  the  only  prize  winner.  The 
remaining  will  be  fished  for  (with  another  added)  on 
Nov.  11,  same  time  and  conditions  as  before  reported.— 

F.  PlGNATELLI. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — We  have  elected  our  new  host 
as  treasurer  and  made  him  an  active  member  of  the  club, 
also  arranged  our  next  outing  to  take  place  on  Nov.  11 
at  Shepperton.  I trust  members  will  turn  out  well  on 
this  occasion  and  pay  friend  Willis  a visit.  The  com- 
mittee meet  first  Wednesday  in  every  month. — J.  G. 
Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  72,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham-court-road. — The 
following  members  had  fish  on  the  28th  ult. : King, 
roach.  51b.  3Joz. ; North,  21b.  10 jib.  roach  ; Perrie, 
21b.  ljoz.  roach  ; B.  Smith,  roach  ; and  Docker,  roach. 
The  outing  at  Bourne  End  has  been  postponed  until 
Nov.  18.— C.  B.  Lumby. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  The 

Bush  Hotel,  Shepherd’s-bush-green.— Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in  —The  President,  roach 
and  dace,  101b.  13oz. ; Mr.  Heard,  roach,  231b. ; Mr. 
Baldock,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  lfoz. ; the  hon.  secretary, 
bream,  491b.  1 joz.  ; roach  and  dace,  131b.  foz. ; and 
Messrs.  Josey  and  Rogers,  roach  and  dace.  The  next 
competition  will  be  on  the  11th  inst. — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Strand.— On  Oct.  28  Mr.  Smales  had  71b. 
of  roach,  the  four  largest  weighing  4. jib. ; Mr.  Fletcher, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.,  the  largest  dace  6|oz.,  from  the 
Thames.  On  Tuesday  next  a special  meeting  will  be 
held  to  arrange  the  conditions  and  locality  for  our  next 
outing  on  Nov.  11.  A good  muster  is  especially 
requested. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-row,  Bethnal-green. — On  the  28th  ult.  Mr. 
Hooper  had  a splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace,  251b. ; 
Mr.  Schurbet,  61b.  3oz. ; Messrs.  Hart,  Spenceley,  Wells, 
and  Canton  also  had  some  good  roach,  the  last-named 
winning  one  of  the  prizes  at  Windsor.  We  fish  a roam- 
ing match  at  Ongar  on  Nov.  11  for  several  Christmas 
prizes.— T.  Jones. 

Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  — The  jack  com- 
petition will  be  held  at  Marlow  on  Thursday,  Nov.  8. 
There  are  three  prizes,  of  the  value  of  £3  3s.,  ,£2  2s., 
and  £1  Is.  respectively,  awarded  for  the  largest  three 
fish,  but  no  competitor  may  take  more  than  one  prize. 
Competitors  to  assemble  at  Marlow  Station  at  9.45,  at 
which  time  the  train  leaving  Paddington  at  8.20  arrives. 
The  usual  rules  observed  at  the  competitions  of  the  club 
will  be  enforced. 

Sons  of  Neptune  Angling  Society,  Cambridge 
Tavern,  Middlegate-street,  Great  Yarmouth.— A few 
days  since  two  members  (H.  J.  Lacey  and  J.  Harris), 
accompanied  by  Mr.  J.  Grist,  of  the  Midland  Angling 
Club,  London,  had  a few  hours’  pike  fishing,  meeting 
with  fair  success,  nine  fish  in  all  being  caught.  Mr. 
Lacey,  with  spinning  bait,  secured  a fine  specimen, 
weighing  20jlb.,  and  has  presented  it  to  the  club.  It  is 
now  being  preserved.  Among  those  caught  by  Mr. 
Grist  was  one  weighing  71b.,  who  has  kindly  offered  to 
set-up  the  first  roach  caught  weighing  upwards  of  lib. — 
J.  W.  Boast. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  Oct.  28  Mr.  G.  had 
16jlb.  roach  and  dace,  saving  us  a blank.  On  Nov.  4 
the  outstanding  prize  will  be  fished  for  again  at  Walton, 
in  punts,  and  on  Wednesday  next  the  outstanding  prize 
at  Bures  (overnight  if  you  like).  Wednesday  next  will 
be  quarterly  night. — J.  J.  F, 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the  Rodney 
Piscatorials,  held  at  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  6, 
when  I trust  they  will  receive  a bumper.  They  have  a 
capital  clubroom  and  most  genial  host,  and  are  sure  to 
provide  a good  evening’s  entertainment,  and  regular 
attendants  at  every  visit  on  tho  list. — Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney.— The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Oct.  28  : Messrs.  Morgan,  bream,  roach,  and  dace  ; 
Chamberlain,  roach;  Duffey,  roach  ; Bolding,  roach  and 
dace  ; and  West,  bream. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Royal  Oak,  Glon- 
thorn-road,  Hammersmith. — On  the  28th  ult.,  eight  of 


our  members  took  part  in  the  A.  B.  Competition  at 
Windsor,  three  of  thernl  taking  prizes;  Mr.  F.  L. 
Gorrard  being  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  first  prize. 
Tho  half-yearly  sapper  takes  place  on  Thursday,  Nov. 
15.  Any  angling  friends  wishing  to  take  part  can 
obtain  tickets  of  secretary,  price  3s. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford. — 
Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  Oct.  28,  with 
the  following  result : Mr.  J.  Steer  weighed-in  a fine 
carp,  31b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  H.  Fennell,  roach  and  dace 
(one  dace  9 joz.).  The  members  will  fish  a jack  and  perch 
match  on  Nov.  25  for  several  money  prizes. — II.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
VanxhaU-cross.— In  the  match  on  Oct.  28  four  of  the 
prizes  were  won  by  this  society.  Mr.  G.  Kirk  took 
fourth  prize,  and  a special  prize  for  the  largest  roach  ; 
Mr.  Martin,  a prize  ; Mr.  Betts,  a prize ; Mr.  Birch  also 
had  fish.  Several  others  had  fish  from  other  waters, 
but  did  not  show  up.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  the 
30th  nit.,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair.  Another  new  mem- 
ber was  proposed  (Mr.  J.  Clayton).  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  on  Tuesday  next,  to  make  arrangements  for 
our  next  match.  Mr.  Martin  won  the  prize  for  the  gross 
weight  of  roach  in  October. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea. — The  members 
of  the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  C. 
Coombe  presiding,  when  Mr.  H.  Haughton  was  proposed 
as  a working  member.  Our  outing  takes  place  on  Nov. 
4,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  Since  my  last 
several  good  shows  have  graced  our  trays. — E. 
Sutchall. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Essex-grove,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — 
Several  of  the  members  were  out  on  Oct.  28,  bat  the 
majority  of  the  members  had  a blank.  Two  more 
members  were  made  at  our  last  meeting.  We  now 
muster  fifty  active  members.  The  discussion  upon 
the  revising  committee's  report  on  the  new  rules  will 
be  continued  at  our  next  meeting. — J.  S. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s  Park.— On  Oct.  21  Mr. 
Sexton  weighed-in  41b.  6oz.  roach  (one  fish  lib.  7oz.), 
chub  (one  fish  21b.  7joz.),  dace,  4|oz. ; Oct.  28,  Mr.  H. 
Putnam,  roach,  41b.  lloz. ; Mr.  Clarkson,  roach, 
41b.  5oz.  (one  fish  lib.  3£oz.).— J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.— On  Nov.  4 we  fish  for 
six  prizes,  open  competition,  punt  or  bank,  public  or 
private. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — On  Nov.  4 we  fish  for 
four  prizes  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  Twickenham 
(Middlesex  side  only),  including  the  island  at  Twicken- 
ham. Several  of  our  members  were  out  at  Windsor,  and 
Mr  Wilson  secured  a prize.  We  had  a blank  at  the  club. 
— C.  W. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  the  28th  ult.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  : 
Mr.  Yale,  lib.  6|oz.  of  perch ; Mr.  T.  Kenny,  perch ; 
Mr.  Marston,  dace;  Mr.  T.  Smart,  roach.  I hope 
members  will  not  forget  that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting 
on  Wednesday  next,  Nov.  7. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A match  is  arranged  to  take  place  on 
Thursday,  the  22nd  inst.,  and  another  on  the  29th  for 
four  prizes.  Any  public  water  ; weights  and  conditions 
same  as  last  match.  Members  fishing  on  the  Thursday 
must  give  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on  or  before  the  morn- 
ing of  the  match.  Mr.  Elsmore  has  offered  a Bicker- 
dyke’s  book  for  the  heaviest  roach  over  lib. — J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  28  a few 
members  went  to  Windsor  to  join  in  the  Benevolent 
competition.  Mr.  Bean,  a very  promising  young  member, 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  seventh  prize.  Mr.  Bartlett 
had  bream  from  Bures.  We  fish  a match  at  Weybridge  on 
Nov.  4 for  the  cup  and  four  club  prizes.  To  leave 
Vauxhall  by  the  8.40,  and  to  cease  fishing  at  4.30.  All 
fish  to  weigh-in  according  to  club  rules. — J . G. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Will 
all  members  please  take  notice,  that  for  Mr.  G.  Hadler’s 
prize  for  November,  only  four  day’s  fishing  will  be 
allowed,  the  month  to  be  considered  of  four  weeks,  all 
fish  to  weigh  and  must  be  2in.  over  Thames  standard. 
— P.  Smith. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  Old  Ford-road. — The  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  working  members  last  week : Messrs. 
Armitage,  Churchfield,  Gillman,  and  Crabb.  Mr.  White 
hon.  member.  Members  please  attend  next  Thursday, 
as  we  wish  to  arrange  for  prize  outing. — C.  Toye. 


The  Snake-swallowing  Extraordinary. — Many 
ard  various  inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  boa  which  has  gorged  itself  into  such 
notoriety,  and  a packet  has  been  received  by  the  manager 
of  the  Zoological  Gardens,  London,  bearing  the  Liverpool 
postmark,  containing  a slip  of  paper,  on  which  is 
written  “ A dyspeptic  who  has  suffered  frequently 
from  overfeeding,  out  of  oompassion  for  the  9ft.  boa 
constrictor,  whose  waistcoat  must  be  unduly  tightened, 
begs  acceptance  of  a large  box  of  Beecham’s  Pills,  which 
he  strongly  recommends  being  given  to  the  roptile  with- 
out dolay.  He  has  often  heard  Beecham’s  Pills  are  used 
for  birds  and  beasts,  and  their  effect  on  reptiles  will 
surely  be  equally  satisfactory.  Should  the  box  bo  given 
in  its  entirety,  in  the  interests  of  science  a keeper  should 
watch  until  the  lid  comes  off.” 
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November  3,  1894] 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  W.  Newton. — We  cannot  advise  you  to  go  to 
Downton  for  trout  fishing.  Some  fair  pike  and  coarse 
fishing  is  to  be  had.  Writo  to  tho  landlord  of  the  Bull 
Inn  for  particulars  of  his  charges. 


Cormjpoittence 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondent. 

BAD  BOLL  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  grant  me  a short  space  in  which 
to  give  my  ideas  on  the  above  subject.  I cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  classification  of  anglers  as  set  forth  in  Sir 
Rose  Price’s  letter,  in  your  issue  of  the  20th  inst.  It 
seems  to  imply  that  a dry-flv  man  is  something  between 
a fisherman  and  a duffer.  He  is,  however,  anything  but 
that,  although  he  may  not  be  in  the  first  rank  with  the 
dry-fly.  To  be  entitled  to  the  term  fisherman — omitting 
sea  fishing,  which,  perhaps,  should  be  included  an 
angler  should  be  equally  at  home  with  either  dry  or  wet 
flies,  and  know  how  to  capture  every  kind  of  fresh- 
water fish,  from  a salmon  to  a minnow,  with  either  fly  or 
bait.  My  own  impression  is,  that  the  dry-fly  man 
possesses  these  attributes  in  a great — if  not  in  a greater 
— degree  as  his  congener,  the  wet-fly  angler.  I hold 
that  the  former  can  cast  a longer  and  truer  line  than 
the  latter.  Why  ? Because  he  is  accustomed  to  cast  a 
very  long  line  to  avoid  scaring  the  ultra  shy  trout  in 
such  rivers  as  the  Test  or  Itchen.  The  wet-fly  man  can 
perhaps  cast  just  as  long  a line  under  certain  circum- 
stances, but  he  only  does  so  to  reach  a likely  spot  far 
across  the  water,  and  not  from  any  fear  of  frightening 
the  fish.  I have  in  my  time  seen  hundreds  of  anglers 
fishing  chalk  streams,  and  must  confess  that  the  unsuc- 
cessful ones  were  those  used  only  to  swift  streams, 
good  sized  flies  (two  of  them  on  the  cast)  and  strong  gut. 

I do  not  wish  to  say  anything  against  that  style  of 
sport,  for  although  it  usually  results  in  so  many  pounds 
of  trout  instead  of  brace,  I am  very  fond  of  it  for  a 
change.  It  is,  however,  a very  different  thing  to  casting 
25  or  27  yards  of  heavy  reel  line  from  an  11-foot  rod, 
and  landing  a midge  with  fine  gut  on  a 000  hook  in  front 
of  a trout’s  nose.  Yet  I have  seen  this  done  often.  A 
good  dry-fly  fishermen — and  he  need  not  be  in  the  first 
class  as  such — will  in  my  humble  hold  his  own  in  any 
kind  of  fly-fishing.  A case  in  point.  “Bed  Spinner” 
in  his  Tweed  article  (Field,  27th  inst.)  recounts  how  our 
mutual  friend  H.,  who  ranks  in  the  first  class  as  a dry- 
fly  man,  although  modestly  calling  himself  a novice  at 
salmon,  caught  two  heavy  fish  on  a 15-ft.  rod.  Now, 
not  being  distinctly  a wet-fly  man,  how  did  he  achieve 
this?  Simplv  because  he  was  used  to  throwing  loDg 
lines  with  9ft. , 10ft.  or  lift,  rods,  oft  times  with  gos- 
samer gut,  so  that  when  it  came  to  casting  with  powerful 
gear,  the  task  was  easy  to  him.  If  I mistake  not,  H. 
has  before  now  caught  Thames  trout,  which  says  a very 
great  deal  for  what  a dry-fly  man  can  do.  I quite  agree 
with  Mr.  Streatfeild  that  a first  class  fisherman  cannot 
be  created  in  six  years.  What  little  I know  about  dry- 
fly  fishing  has  taken  me  upwards  of  thirty  years  to 
acquire,  and  that  long  time  has  not  brought  per- 
fection. As  to  the  “ duffer”  class,  the  members  of 
that  numerous  body  are  mostly  those  who  have  taken 
np  with  fly  fishing”  too  late  in  life,  and  have  failed  to 
get  the  “hang”  of  it,  and  probably  never  will.  Even 
they,  however,  should  be  able  to  kill  trout  on  such  an 
apparently  easy  water  as  that  at  Bad  Boll,  “ a fast  bit 
of  rongh  water.”  In  conclusion,  it  seems  hard  to  believe 
that  any  good  dry-fly  fisherman  has  ever  tried,  or  he 
would  have  made  his  mark  on  the  Bad  Boll  waters,  even 
when  fishing  with  wet  flies. — Yours  faithfully, 

“South-West.” 


Sir,— I fancy  Sir  Bose  Price’s  modest  letter  in  your 
last  week’s  paper  will  amuse  many  dry-fly  fishermen  and 
perhaps  others.  Sir  Bose  Price  not  only  puts  his  son  of 
fourteen  summers  in  class  I.  over  tho  heads  of  the  dry- 
fly  men,  but  takes  good  care  to  inform  your  readers  that 
he  belongs  to  that  select  company  himself ; for  does  he 
not  tell  ns  that  it  was  only  because  his  son  had  better 
luck  than  himself,  that  he  caught  more  fish  on  the  occa- 
sion when  the  duffers  were  to  be  confounded  and  sat 
upon  ? Sir  Bose  is  of  course  at  liberty  to  make  any 
classification  of  anglers  that  may  please  him  and  amuse 
his  readers,  but  he  must  not  be  surprised  if  he  is  told  by 
out-spoken  critics  that  tho  man  who  has  mastered  the 
art  of  dry-fly  fishing  is  not  necessarily  a duffer  with  tho 
wet  fly ; that  if  he  cares  no  longer  for  the  old  style  of 
flogging  the  water  and  trailing  three  or  four  flies  about, 
it  is  because,  having  once  learnt  and  enjoyed  the  so 
much  more  delicate  and  refined  art  of  killing  big  trout 
with  tho  dry  fly,  such  methods  have  no  longer  any 
charm  for  him  ; that  the  so  called  all-round  fisherman  is 
wholly  incompetent  and  hopelessly  feeble  when  set  to 
work  to  catch  large  fish  in  a southern  chalk  stream; 
that  the  dry-fly  men,  at  leaBt  the  majority  of  them,  have 
been  through  a long  course  of  wet-fly  and  rough  water 
fishing  years  before  they  aspired  to  be  dry-fly  fishers  ; 
and  that,  in  a word,  the  accomplished  dry-fly  fisherman 
has  forgotten  and  left  far  behind  him  more  than  the  self- 
satisfied  “all-round,”  who  scoffs  at  dry-fly  fishing  only 
because  he  has  never  mastered  its  difficulties,  is  ever 
likely  to  learn. — Yours,  &c., 

Llewellyn  E.  Griffiths. 

Dear  Sir,— How  the  Bad  Boll  men  are  going  it ! 
Hard  swearing  somewhere.  It  seems  as  if  the  hotel 
were  very  unfortunately  situated,  and  also  that  long 
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and  expensive  drives  over  hilly  roads  are  neoossary  if 
one  wants  to  fish  the  best  of  the  water. 

The  way  to  meet  this  is  to  eroot  barracks  or  some  such 
auxiliary  accommodation  for  two  or  three  days  the 
hotel  providing  the  fishers  with  provender  (cold  meat, 
&c.)  for  the  few  days  they  are  away,  or  keeping  up 
supplies  if  need  be. 

For  my  part  I would  rather  have  plain  fare  and  good 
fishing  at  tho  door,  than  luxury  at  tho  hotel  and  poor 
fishing  (near),  unless  one  drove  long  distances  to  it 
and  home  again.  Not  to  speak  of  tho  expense  ! Buinous  ! 

In  time  all  may  come  right,  only  I fail  to  see  that  the 
club  has  any  proprietary  rights  yet.  I also  fail  to  see 
how  it  is  in  a position  to  stop  netting — or  poaching  in 
any  other  form. — Yours,  &c.,  Iota. 

A DROPSICAL  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  sent  per  Midland  Railway  to-night 
a fish  (chub).  It  was  given  to  me  to-day  by  one  of  the 
River  Trent  bait  catchers,  who  caught  it  in  that  river 
below  Nottingham  this  morning.  I never  saw  a fish  like 
it,  and  being  such  a novelty  I thought  you  might  see  it 
and  examine  it  for  yourself  ; it  weighs  31b.  If  you  find 
anything  remarkable  in  the  fish,  would  it  be  any  trouble 
to  you  to  let  me  know. — Yours  faithfully, 

Henry  Dale, 

Fishing  Tackle  Dealer,  Nottingham. 

[Dr.  Brunton,  who  saw  this  fish,  made  the  following 
remarks,  which  we  append. — Ed.] 

My  Dear  Sir. — I made  a careful  post  mortem  exami- 
nation of  the  chub.  The  cause  of  its  condition  was 
ascites  or  abdominal  dropsy  due  to  advanced  cirrhosis 
and  atrophy  of  the  liver.  Had  said  fish  not  lived  in  and 
by  the  means  of  water,  I fear  I might  have  accused  it  of 
taking  too  much  and  too  often  of  that  snare  (gin)  which 
is  the  common  cause  of  similar  diseased  liver  in  the 
human  species.  Poor  fish  ! it  fell  at  all  events  to  a 
snare.  After  my  operations  “in  vile  corpus”  the 
remains  were  duly  relegated  to  mv  crematorium,  an 
apparatus  arranged  in  the  kitchen  for  the  destruction 
and  purification  by  fire  of  all  effete  matters  which 
assuredly  would  become  offensive  and  noxious  if  allowed 
to  remain  upon  the  premises  until  putrefaction  had  set 
in.  Save  us  from  such  abominations! — Kind  regards, 
yours  faithfully,  John  Brunton,  M D. 

BARBEL  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir, — My  letter  on  this  subject  seems  to  have 
created  in  the  minds  of  Messrs.  Scard  and  Nash  an 
impression  which  I am  sure  I never  intended.  I wrote 
because  I thought  the  record  of  such  an  interesting  cap- 
ture ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  without  comment ; 
and  to  express  my  surprise  that  none  of  your  numerous 
readers  took  any  notice  of  the  matter.  My  own  words 
were  : “ I cannot  doubt  that  this  barbel  was  caught.” 
That  Mr.  Scard  lived  for  fifteen  years  at  Kew,  and 
caught  plenty  of  barbel,  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  the 
generality  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  counties 
only  know  of  the  fish  by  report.  Mr.  Nash  says  “ neither 
he  (the  boatman)  nor  the  gentleman  who  caught  it  knew 
what  it  was.”  This  is  an  unasked-for  corroboration  of 
my  statement,  besides,  we  all  know  that  the  barbel  is 
not  a native  of  these  parts. 

It  would  be  a grand  thing  if  barbel  could  thrive  and 
multiply  in  such  rivers  as  the  Ouse,  Waveney,  &c.  I 
don’t  suppose  that  the  fish  placed  in  the  river  at  Bedford 
twenty  years  ago  weighed  anything  like  7flb.,  so  we  may 
take  the  capture  of  this  specimen  as  good  evidence  that 
they  have  increased  in  size.  It  now  remains  to  be  proved 
that  they  have  increased  in  number. — Yours  faithfully, 

Sedge  Willow. 

A ROD  TAX  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — I was  reading  an  interesting  letter  some 
week  or  so  ago  in  the  Sportsman  re  a rod  tax  or  licence 
for  the  Thames,  which  was  commented  on  by  Mr. 
Wheeldou  in  his  article  last  week,  and  a more  excellent 
idea  for  preserving  Thames  fishing  I cannot  conceive.  A 
nominal  sum  of  2s.  6d.  per  annum  is  quoted,  which  I am 
sure  every  true  angler  would  not  grudge.  Beading  last 
week  of  about  400  anglers  fishing  in  a competition  at 
Windsor,  I realised  at  once  what  this  tax  would  mean. 

The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  is  at 
present  kept  up  (?)  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  Now  if 
this  tax  were  to  come  in  force,  how  much  more  could 
be  done  in  preserving  and  restocking  the  river. 

Whether  the  possibility  of  such  a scheme  could  be 
carried  out  is  another  matter.— Yours  faithfully, 

Barnes.  F.  Wilkinson. 

BULL  TROUT  V.  SALMON  TROUT. 

Salmo  erioxv.  Salmo  trutta. 

Sir, — The  word  sea  trout  applies  to  both,  and  means 
either,  or  the  crosses  between  them,  all  being  migratory 
Salmonidai,  it  is  therefore  misleading  and  ought  to  be 
used  only  in  the  general  sense  as  including  all  except 
salmon  or  grilse.  Both  kinds,  and  crossed,  to  the 
number  of  3,000  or  4,000,  are  sold  on  Whitby  pier  in  June, 
July,  and  August  under  the  name  of  “ trout  ” or  “ sea 
trout.”  The  salesmen,  buyers,  and  fishermen  all  call 
them  “ trout.”  That  there  are  and  must  be  crosses  no 
one  who  has  caught  them  for  spawning  purposes  can 
deny.  The  habit  of  the  smaller  Salmo  eriox  and  Salmo 
trutta  is  to  leave  the  main  river,  and  push  up  the  narrow 
side  streams.  I have  often  seen  several  pairs  of  both 
sorts  spawning  within  a yard  or  so  of  each  other  in 
rapid  water  where  the  milt  was  sure  to  be  mixed. 
Crossed  fish  are  much  more  plentiful  than  most  people 
think.  What  then  becomes  of  Mr.  Gosden’s  otolith 
theory  in  the  case  of  crosses?  Mr.  Tod  does  not  say 
the  colour  of  the  121b.  Tweed  fish  killed  by  him,  as  good 
a test  as  any,  in  the  case  of  pure  Salmo  eriox.  I fished 


the  samo  water  in  August,  1880,  and  there  were  some 
undoubted  Salmo  eriox  killed  then. 

A copy  of  Yarrell’s  “ Anatomical  Distinctions  of  the 
Salmon  Tribe,”  is  usoful  in  the  caso  of  pure  fish. 


From  the  Field,  1853. 
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Gill  covers  of  bull  trout  (Salmo  eriox),  spotted;  belly 
spotted  all  the  length  below  the  medial  line,  round  big 
spots  on  sides. 

GUI  covers , salmon  trout  (Salmo  trutta ),  clean,  belly 
spotted  below  the  line  near  pectoral  fin,  back  and  upper 
sides,  star-like  spots,  rest  of  belly  pearly  white. 

Adult  Fish  of  Salmonidal 
Tail  of  salmon,  square  ; colour,  bluish  black. 

Tail  of  grilse,  concave,  slightly  forked  ; bluish  black. 
Tail  of  salmon  trout  (S.  trutta),  square  ; colour,  bluish 


Taiiof  bull  trout  (S.  eriox),  convex  ; dirty  slatey  grey. 

Mouth  of  salmon,  thinly  set  with  teeth. 

Mouth  of  salmon  trout,  thinly  set  with  teeth. 

Mouth  of  bulltrout,  a double  jaw,  outside  one  fairly 
thick  with  teeth  ; inner  jaw  rough,  like  a rasp,  as  if  a 
provision  of  nature  to  crush  up  cockles,  mussels,  &c., 
amongst  rocks  on  coast. 

Male  bull  trout:  back,  olive  brown,  heavily  spotted 
with  largish  round  spots  ; back  fin  likewise. 

Female  bull  trout : much  smarter  and  more  like  a 
salmon,  silvery  when  fresh  run,  but  still  spotted  back  ; 
back  fin,  and  sides  below  medial  line,  not  so  heavily  as 
male  fish ; flesh,  dirty  yellow. 

Crosses  between  salmon  and  bull  trout  will  be  much 
rarer  than  salmon  trout  and  bull  trout,  because  salmon 
stick  to  the  main  river,  and  bull  trout,  up  to  101b., 
will  be  into  a side  place  if  they  can  get,  but  from  101b. 
to  181b.  it  is  hardly  likely  they  can  get  out  of  a main 
river  into  side  streams. — I remain,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  London.  J.  W.  Wheldon. 

P S.— Mr.  Tod  is  quite  right,  eriox  is  decidedly 
thicker  at  the  root  of  the  tail  that  salar  or  trutta , 
weight  for  weight. 

[Mr.  Wheldon  is  a practical  fish  breeder  and  his 
testimony  as  to  the  crossing  which  goes  on  among 
Salmonidat  in  a wild  state  is  very  valuable.— Ed.] 


Sir,— I am  sure  that  we  are  much  indebted  to  so  dis- 
tinguished a writer  as  Mr.  Edward  Hamilton  for  his 
most  interesting  paper  in  the  Fishing.  Gazette  of  Oct.  27. 

Amidst  all  the  confusion,  one  thing  appears  pretty 
clear,  namely,  that  the  bull  trout  and  the  sea  trout, 
though  of  different  species,  are  so  like  in  outward 
appearance,  and  each,  in  its  own  species , is  subject  to  so 
many  minor  differences  of  colour,  shape,  and  so  forth, 
that  till  the  fish  are  both  boiled  or  the  earbones  dis- 
sected out,  neither  scientist  nor  practical  fisherman  is 
able  to  pronounce  with  absolute  certainty  the  exact 
species  of  the  two  closely  allied  fish,  which  differ  so 
widely  in  flesh. 

Then  another  important  fact  has  been  adduced,  viz., 
that  each  of  the  fishes  go  by  many  and  different  local 
names — indeed,  the  more  one  reads  the.  more  bewilder- 
ing does  it  all  stem  ; for  even  men  of  science  are  so  far 
from  agreed  that  the  perusal  of  their  works  only 
“ makes  confusion  more  confounded  ” instead  of  settling 
the  matter. 

Nor  are  practical  fishermen  one  whit  les3  dogmatic 
whilst  they  are  (naturally)  more  ignorant.  Frank 
Buckland’s  humorous  story  of  some  Scotch,  tacksmen, 
one  saying  “ It’s  a bull  trout,  ’ another  It  s a salmon 
kelt,”  a third"  It’s  just  a sea  trout,”  and  the  fourth, 
“ He  will  just  be  a summon  in  the  London  market  worth 
Is.  fid.  a pound  ; shove  him  into  the  ice  box  with  the 
rest  of  the  fish  ” 1— is  food  for  reflection.  And  to  think 
of  Frank  Bnckland,  who,  as  inspector  of  salmon  fisheries 
and  scientist  combined,  ou<jht  to  have  known  a hawk 
from  a handsaw,”  saying  that  he  could  pick  a bull  trout 
out  amongst  a thousand  othor  kinds  of  SalwionidiB,  and 
yet  could  not  tell  the  actual  difference  in  writing,  is  to 
mo  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  things  that  ever  were 
written  by  any  man  of  science  and  experience. 

I can  only  parallel  it  by  telling  an  absolutely  true 
story  of  a very  worthy  and  excellent  medical  practi- 
tioner in  Dumfriesshire.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  dis- 
pensing his  own  medicine,  and  one  day,  whilst  attending 
a farmer’s  daughter,  he  handed  her  a bottle,  with  the 
usual  instructions.  He  was  a humorous  old  lellow, 
too,  and  singularly  straightforward,  so  when  the 
maiden  put  the  straight  question,.  Doctor,  whatsis 
wrung  wi*  ms? M Ho  uusworod  with  u twinkle,  I 
dinna  ken  ....  but  if  ye  tak  that , it  will  dae  ye 

The  deliciousness  of  a man  prescribing  with  confi- 
dence for  a disease  he  was  wholly  unable  to  diagnose^ 
and  openly  confessing  to  it,  is  only  paralleled,  I think, 
by  Frank  Buckland's  remarks  just  quoted. 

It  is  rather  funny  also  to  imagine  a body  of  scientists 
calmly  sitting  round  the  boiling  pot  waiting  the  final 
test.  It  is  so  exactly  like  that  hackneyed  story  ot  the 
men  of  science  boiling  the  flea  (in  Peter  Pindar  s 
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HARDYS 


GOLD  MEDAL 
GOLD  MEDAL 
GOLD  MEDAL 


RODS 


For  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  &c.,  are  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  Unequalled. 

WT  The  “ FIELD.”—' “ It  ought  never  to  he  forgotten  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we 

owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers.” 

HARDY’S  Celebrated 
“ Hollingworth  ” 


Pike  Rods. 

This  rod  is  undoubtedly  the  best  example  of  a Jack  rod  to  be  found  anywhere. 

There  is  no  other  rod  which  approaches  it  for  lightness,  action,  and  strength. 

The  fittings  are  most  complete — cork-eoVered  handles,  patent  lock  joints, 
spiral  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  ring,  and  rubber  button.  Makes  lift. 

spinning  and  Oft.  6in.  trolling  rod.  Price  50s.  " " ’ ~ 

This  rod  has  won  golden  opinions  from  all  who  have  used  it,  and  it  is  the  old  story — the  best  is  the  cheapest.  We  do  make  a second  quality,  and  a good  rod  it  is  cedar 
handle,  split  end  joints,  snake  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  rings.  This  rod  is  more  than  superior  to  what  other  makers  call  best.  Our  price  for  it  is  28s.  6d.  lu  ordering 
ask  for  newly-issued  angler’s  guide  and  price  list,  value  Is.  6d.,  hut  free  in  this  case. 

HARDY’S  &n— 

Pattei'*Ys 

“Guinea”  Roach  and  •*— 

Bream  Rods 


H^J- 


nes- 


Are  now  in  the  hands  of  most  of  the  best  Thames  Anglers,  and  as  punt  rods  are  unequalled.  The  enormous  quantities  of  bamboos  passed  through  our  works  which  are  used 
for  the  celebrated  eane-built  rods  with  and  without  steel  centres  offers  such  an  opportunity  of  selecting  suitable  bamboos  as  no  other  firm  can  have.  In  their  fitting  they 
are  very  complete  Bamboo  butt  and  middle,  two  greenheart  tops,  cedar  balance  handle,  doublo  brazed,  corked  stoppers,  revolving  end  rings,  in  partition  bag.  Lengths, 
10  to  12  feet ; price  21s.  Second  Quality — Cedar  handle,  plain  joints,  &c. ; 10  to  12  foet;  14s- 

CATALOGUE  OVER  THREE  HUNDRED  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

POST  FREE  THREE  STAMPS,  WHICH  DEFRAYS  PARCEL  POST  RATE  ONLY. 


H ARHY  RDAQ  j Practical  Anglers,  Inventors,  and  Manufacturers, 
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poem)  to  see  if  it  was  of  tlie  lobster  tribe — and  tho 

verdiot — “ Fleas  are  not  lobsters — d n their  souls  ! ” 

One  other  point  seems  to  be  taken  as  certain,  viz., 
that  sea  trout  seldom  attain  a weight  greater  than  Gib.  to 
71b.  A 101b.  sea  trout  being  extremely  rare,  wlieroas  a 
bull  trout  was  reported  by  Frank  Bucldand  as  having 
been  killed  in  the  Tweed  411b.  ! ! and  Mr.  Hamilton  saw 
one  in  a fishmonger’s  shop  in  Bond-street  (doubtless 
Groves’)  which  weighed  371b. 

I think  we  must  be  particularly  obliged  to  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton for  the  latest  evidence  he  gives.  Here  in  June  last, 
at  the  month  of  a Scotch  river  (not  named),  they  had  “ a 
haul  of  the  net”  taking  about  seventy  sea  trout, 
which  were  unable  to  ascend  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the 
river. 

Practical  fishermen  like  myself  will  mark  the  follow- 
ing words  in  red  ink.  ‘‘On  looking  them  over,  I 
noticed  some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  them  somewhat  dif- 
ferent in  shape  of  head,  and  in  being  more  fully  spotted 
and  the  spots  running  lower”  (the  italics  are  my  own). 
“It  struck  me  at  once  that  they  were  bull  trout.  We 
had  one  of  them  cooked  for  dinner  with  a sea  trout 
proper.” 

And  then  Mr.  Hamilton  says  that  he  found  that  the 
flesh  of  the  sea  trout  was  pink-red,  firm,  and  delicious— 
that  of  the  bull  trout  being  of  a creamy  yellow,  insipid, 
and  flabby. 

Apparently  a few  practical  differences  appear  worthy 
of  special  note,  such  as  : 

1.  The  migratory  habits  of  both  fish. 

2.  Other  habits,  such  as  (in  the  Coquet,  Tweed,  &c.,) 
the  well-known  fact  that  the  bull  trout,  though  numerous 
in  the  autumn,  seldom  take  fly,  &c.,  freely,  till  they  are 
kelts  (in  the  early  spring  months),  and,  in  fact,  hardly 
take  any  lure  freely  till  then. 

3.  That,  apparently,  the  bull  trout  “ are  somewhat 

different  in  the  shape  of  the  head.”  „ 

4.  “ Are  more  fully  spotted  ; the  spots  running  lower. 

( Nota  bene). 

5.  All  fish  over  61b.  or  71b.  probably  are  bull  and  not 
sea  trout,  and  over  101b.  this  becomes  all  but  a 
certainty. 

6.  The  characteristic  appearance  of  the  otoliths  or 
ear-bones. 

7.  Lastly,  but  by  no  means  least  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, comes  the  colour,  taste,  and  firmness  (or  reverse) 
of  the  flesh. 

I have  placed  6 and  7 last,  because  these  points  can 
only  be  decided  as  the  result  of  an  autopsy. 

I think  that,  had  we  gained  nothing  else,  the  above 
seven  points  are  at  least  worthy  of  being  tabulated  as 
aids  to  all  who  are  earnest  inquirers,  and  who  dislike  to 
grope  in  the  dark.— I am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

P.S. — Since  writing  to  you,  I have  been  favoured  by 
Mr.  F.  M.  Leslie  with  the  accompanying  sketches  and 
notes,  which  he  so  kindly  offered  in  his  letter,  published 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  20.  The  obvious 
differences  in  the  operculum  of  each  species,  with  Mr. 
Leslie’s  notes  of  the  numbers  of  fin-rays,  enable  me  to 
add  No.  8 to  my  list  of  distinctive  differences  given  above. 

Sketches  of  the  Operculum,  or  Gill-cover. 
(From  Pennell’s  “ Angler’s  Naturalist”) : 


Sea  Trout. 


Salmon  Fin  Rays. — D.  13,  P.  12,  V.  9,  A.  9,  C.  19. 

Bull  Trout  Fin  Rays.- — D.  11,  P.  14,  V.  9,  A.  11,  C.  19. 

Sea  Trout  Fin  Rays. — D.  12,  P.  13,  V.  9,  A.  10,  C.  19. 

In  the  sea  trout  the  teeth  on  vomer  are  much  more 
numerous  than  in  salmon  or  bull  trout. 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  “BULL  VERSUS  SEA  TROUT.” 
BY  THE  NEW  IDEA  “ OTOLITHS.” 

Sir, — Before  venturing  upon  the  above  subject,  will 
you  kindly  allow  me  to  thank  your  esteemed  corres- 
pondents Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  and  “ Black  Hackle,”  for  their 
exceeding  kind  remarks  in  last  week’s  F.  G.,  and  I feel 
very  proud  to  think  my  suggestion,  viz.,  Otoliths,  has 
given  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  quite  a “ new  idea,”  and  been  the 
means  of  solving  this  much  commented  upon  problem. 

I have  also  read  the  extracts  from  many  sources, 
under  the  head  of  sea  trout,  sewin,  and  bull  trout,  or 
“What  do  the  Scientists  say?”  by  Edward  Hamilton, 
but  find  there  is  no  mention  of  “ Otoliths.”  I will  not  com- 
ment upon  them  at  present.  I should  like  to  have  seen 
Mr.  Frank  Buckland’s  diagnosis  of  the  Salmo  salar,  by 
means  of  their  scales,  attached  to  those  extracts  ; perhaps 
Mr.  Edward  Hamilton  has  heard  the  same  from  his  late 
friend.  It  is  simply  this,  the  smolt,  the  grilse,  and  the 
mature  salmo  salar , have  but  a certain  number  of  scales, 
reaching  in  line  from  the  lateral  line  to  the  adipose, 


dead,  or  fat  fin.  This  being  so,  here  is  another  sugges- 
tion; would  it  not  be  possible  to  diagnoso  tho  bull  from 
sea  trout  in  the  like  manner.  It  should  bo  of  little 
moment  with  anglers  interested  in  the  diagnosis,  especi- 
ally when  they  are  taking  both  bull  and  sea  trout  from 
the  same  souroe,  and  their  scales  could  be  moro  easily 
counted  before  becoming  dry  and  sinking  into  tho  skin. 

I should  like  to  get  a few  heads  only  of  these  fish  for  the 
otoliths  from  any  person  who  would  favour  mo  with 
them,  as  I wrote  some  short  time  since  in  tho  Fishing 
Gazette,  but  as  yet  have  not  received  any.  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod  asks  whether  the  otoliths  are  obtained  by  means  of 
macerating  the  skull  or  by  boiling. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  he  will  not  be  put  to  any 
inconvenience  by  “ a howling  stink  that  licks  creation, 
nor  shudder  when  he  thinks  of  putrid^  fish.  The 
otoliths,  of  course,  can  be  had  by  maceration,  but  why 
go  through  that  process,  when  by  cutting  the  skull  in 
two  they  can  be  easily  removed,  but  a delicious  snack 
can  be  had  by  boiling  the  skull,  sucking  the  bones,  and 
leaving  the  otoliths  upon  the  plate.  E.  M.  Tod  also 
states  that  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  F . M._  Leslie  differs 
from  Mr.  Gosden  in  his  observations,  that  it  is  decidedly 
correct,  and  I sincerely  hope  Mr.  F.  M.  Leslie  will 
succeed  in  proving,  or  help  to  prove,  the  difference 
by  means  of  the  operculum,  &c.  I,  for  one,  do  not  place 
much  confidence  in  the  skeletons  of  many  fish,  vide 
many  authors  and  scientists  how  they  disagree.  Now 
take  the  otolith  of  any  of  the  young  of  the  larger  fish  ; 
say  cod,  pollock,  hake,  haddock,  &e.  Take  for  example 
a small  codling  of  loz.  or  2oz.  weight,  the  otoliths 
taken  from  same  are  as  perfect  as  in  a codfish  of  601b. 
weight  ; the  only  difference  being,  as  a matter  of 
course,  a considerable  deal  larger.  This  is  exactly  the 
same  in  the  Salmonidce,  consequently  the  _ diagnosis 
between  the  bull  and  sea  trout,  I maintain  can  be 
identified.  , _ , 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  again  asks,  “What  says  Mr.  Frank 
Gosden  about  the  flesh  of  Salmo  eriox  and  Salmo  trutta.” 
The  flesh  and  flavour  in  their  kelt  stage,  viz.,  salmon 
kelt  (male  and  female),  bull  trout,  sea  trout,  common 
trout,  are,  I may  say,  exactly  alike  ; colour,  dirty  ashy 
yellow,  flesh  soft  and  flabby  before  being  dressed,  soft 
and  insipid  after  being  dressed.  Many  sea  trout,  also 
common  trout,  in  splendid  condition  will  cut  as  white  as 
a “curd.”  but  yet  of  splendid  flavour.  Here  follows 
Mr.  Buckland’s  version  : “ The  flesh  of  the  sea  trout  is 
red  and  savoury  to  the  taste,  that  of  the  bull  trout, 
white,  leather-like,  and  insipid,”  quite  contrary  to  my 
statement,  which  is  strictly  correct.  The  bull  trout 
always  appears  to  be  spoken  of  as  pikey-looking,  bad  of 
colour,  flesh  leathery  and  insipid. 

Yet  the  tacksman  says  “ he  will  just  be  a saummon 
worth  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  in  the  London  market.”  I cannot 
make  this  being  sent  to  London  out.  It  would  be  most 
difficult  to  pass  such  a fish  as  salmon  on  a London  fish- 
monger. As  for  myself  I do  not  recollect  having  seen  a 
bull  trout  in  Billingsgate,  although  I have  handled  some 
thousands  of  salmon,  &c.,  when  Mr.  Buckland  was 
inspecting  the  same,  and  never  recollect  in  all  the 
salmon  condemned  having  seen  a bull  trout.  I once 
condemned  over  100  salmon  with  all  the  characteristics 
of  the  bull  trout,  but  they  were  from  Sweden,  consigned 
as  salmon,  but  I condemned  them  a3  kelts  and  slats  in 
miserable  condition.  On  this  particular  occasion,  Mr. 
Buckland  being  very  unwell,  and  having  made  arrange- 
ments to  see  this  consignment,  deputed  me  with 
authority  to  attend  the  market  in  bis  stead  ; thus 
the  result.  ,,  . ,, 

I should  think  it  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  season 
of  comparing  a sea  trout  with  a bull  trout,  which  would 
be  now  and  later  on,  as  I presume  what  E.  M.  Tod 
means  by  mature  fish  would  be  those  now  coming  up  to 
spawn.  When  found  and  compared,  first  get  the  ear 
bones;  secondly,  count  the  scales;  thirdly,  cook  the 
fish  and  report  forthwith  the  Fishing  Gazette.  A ours 
faithfnllv  FRANK  GOSDEN, 

Pupil  ot  the  late  F.  Buckland. 

Sir,— I do  not  wish  to  trouble  your  readers  with  much 
further  correspondence  on  the  above-named  subject 
further  than  to  notice  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  remark  ^com- 
menting on  my  last  letter,  in  which  he  says,  Mr. 
H,  C.  Woodward,  however,  makes  a distinct  point  if  he 
can  prove  it,  that  the  flesh  of  the  bull  trout  (when  in 
season  ?)  is  yellowish  white  or  pale  buff-pink,  much 
paler  than  that  of  the  genuine  sea  trout.” 

With  reference  to  the  proof  of  this,  I have  certainly 
had  ocular  demonstration,  in  having  fish  of  each  kind 
on  the  same  dish,  and  out  of  the  same  basket,  and 
caught  at  same  time  and  place.  But  I do  not  wish 
better  proof  of  my  statement  than  the  article  in  your 
own  journal,  the  F.  G.  of  Oct.  27. 

If  Mr.  Tod  will  refer  to  that  article  (pages  408  and  409), 
he  will  find  my  own  observations  amply  confirmed  by  no 
less  an  authority  than  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  and,  in 
addition,  by  the  signatory  of  the  article,  Mr.  E.  Hamilton, 
who  both  agree  in  the  description  I gave  of  the  flesh  of 
the  bull  trout  as  compared  with  the  sea  trout.  I could 
cite  other  authorities,  but  think  it  scarcely  necessary.— 
Yours  truly,  H.  C.  Woodward. 

Northway  House,  Seaforth,  near  Liverpool. 

AN  ANGLER’S  STRANGE  EXPERIENCE. 
Dear  Sir,— Although  anglers’  stories  are  always 
accepted  cum  grano  sails,  and  the  narrators  thereof 
usually  regarded  as  lineal  descendants  of  Ananias  and 
Sapphira,  may  I ask  permission  to  acquaint  your 
readers  with  a curious  incident  which  occurred  to  me 
the  other  day  and  which  has  since  perplexed  me,  in  the 
hope  that  some  one  may  be  able  to  suggest  a satisfactory 
explanation. 


I had  been  out  fishing  for  dace  in  the  river  Stour,  and 
on  returning  in  the  evening  left  my  rod  standing  against 
a yew-tree  in  front  of  the  house  with  tho  line  hanging 
down,  and  a worm,  or  portion  of  a worm,  still  adhering 
to  the  hook,  which  I was  in  too  groat  a hurry  to  remove. 

A few  days  after,  on  returning  to  the  place,  I found  that 
tho  hook  had  completely  disappeared  under  ground,  and 
was  so  tightly  imbedded  as  to  resist  all  attempts  to 
withdraw  it. 

I had  to  call  the  gardener  to  come  and  dig,  and  after 
he  had  cut  through  several  tough  yew  roots  ho  found 
tho  hook  tightly  buried  beyond  the  barb  in  a stiff  root, 
lOin.  below  the  surface. 

Now,  the  question  is,  “ How  did  the  hook  get 
tlicrG  ' 

It  seems  hardly  credible  that  the  worm  on  the  hook 
had  sufficient  vitality  to  crawl  away  of  itself,  though 
undoubtedly  a worm  freshly  impaled  on  a hook  has 
considerable  powers  of  movement. 

I imagined  at  first  that  a mole  or  field-mouse  had 
taken  the  bait  and  disappeared  with  it  into  the  earth  ; 
but  there  were  no  traces  of  the  soil  having  been 
disturbed,  and  in  this  case  we  have  to  further  account 
for  the  animal  freeing  itself  from  the  hook,  and  driving 
it  deep  into  a root. 

Is  it  possible  that  a larger  worm  could  have  attempted 
to  rescue  the  worm  on  the  hook,  and  taken  it  down  with 
it  into  the  ground?  There  seemed  a whole  colony  of 
worms  in  tbe  roots  of  the  yew  tree. 

I fancy  I have  seen  something  in  Darwin  about  worms 
succouring  their  brethren  in  distress. 

I shall  be  very  glad  to  learn  if  any  of  your  readers 
have  ever  had  a similar  experience,  or  can  suggest  an 
explanation. 

I may  add  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
such  as  to  absolutely  preclude  the  possibility  of  the  per- 
petration of  a practical  joke,  and  the  facts  can  be 
verified  by  the  rector,  his  gardener,  and  a medical  man 
who  was  staying  in  the  house. — I am,  yours  very  truly, 
John  Hudson,  M.A. 
West  Parley  Rectory,  Wimborne,  Dorset. 

WORSLEY  CANAL  FISHERY  AND  SUCKLING 
FISH. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — In  craving  your  indulgence  for  a 
little  space  in  which  to  refer  to  the  above  momentous 
question,  I am  not  actuated  by  the  same  promptings  that 
urged  the  man,  upon  noticing  a crowd  collecting  in  the 
street  outside,  to  send  out  his  little  girl  to  inquire  if  it 
was  a row,  “ and  if  it  is,  please  father  would  like  to  be 
in  at  it.”  No!  Having  read  in  last  Saturday’s  issue 
“ Geo.  E.  Smeeth’s  ” reply  to  “ R.  Woolfall’s  ” insinua- 
tions, and  being  a bit  of  a fad  myself  about  the  taking  of 
immature  fish — especially  in  the  North  of  England  I 
simply  want  to  clasp  Mr.  Smeeth  to  my  breast,  to 
mingle  my  sympathetic  tears  with  his,  and,  if  possible, 
borrow  five  shillings  from  him. 

How  dare  “ R.  Woolfall,”  in  writing  of  such  an 
honourable  institution  as  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery, 
use  figurative  languge  ? “Sucklings,”  indeed!  By  the 
way  though,  perhaps  he  intended  the  expression 
literally  ! A suckling  I take  to  be  one  who  sucks,  and 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  must  have  seen  fish  “ sucking  in  the 
duns  ” many  a time,  while  I,  for  my  part,  feel  compelled, 
reluctantly,  to  own  that  I have  myself  been  “ sucked 
by  a fish  many  a time — and  I’m  a pretty  tough  morsel 
to  swallow,  I am  occasionally  told,  when  I begin  to 
relate  the  true  and  authentic  account  of  that  big  pike  I 
nearly  caught. 

However,  that  has  really  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion. When  every  coarse  fisher  in  the  land  is  clamour- 
ing for  better  sport,  better  protection  against  the 
depletion  of  our  available  fisheries  through  the  taking 
of  immature  fish,  and  when  every  right-minded  angler 
is  doing  his  utmost  to  compensate  us  for  the  inefficacy 
of  the  Mundella  Act  (than  which  I have  heard  one 
angler  remark  he  could  make  a better  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act  with  an  old  copy  book  and  a bit  of  red 
tape).  The  assurance  of  the  secretary  to  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  that  his  board  is  determined  to 
stop  the  “ slaughter  of  the  innocents  ” and  the 
killing  of  “ suoklings,”  comes  as  soothing  balm  to 
our  gaping  wounds.  I must  confess,  Mr.  Editor,  that 
I had  no  idea  the  Worsley  Canal  organisation  had 
pledged  itself  so  extensively  to  further  the  noble  work 
of  exterminating  the  legal  poacher  who  would  weigh-in 
anything  from  salmon  parr  to  his  own  blessed  grand- 
mother, and  sacrifice  his  immortal  soul  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  coveted  copper  kettle.  All  honour,  then,  to 
Mr.  Smeeth  and  his  co-workers  1 If  we  only  had  more 
energetic  souls  like  them  on  every  committee,  possessing 
control  over  our  fisheries,  we  should  soon  arrive  at  a 

state  of . Oh,  by  the  by— it  is  simply  curiosity  on 

my  part— but  may  I be  permitted  to  ask  Mr.  Smeeth 
what  are  the  limit  measurements  of  takeable  fish  in  the 
Worsley  Canal?  The  information  might  be  of  great 
value  in  fixing  a standard  for  other  waters.  The  fact 
that  a report  of  a fishing  contest  in  the  Worsley  Canal, 
signed  “ The  Secretary,”  recently  appeared  (Oct.  6)  in  an 
angling  contemporary,  setting  forth  that  a gallant 
follower  of  the  gentle  craft  secured  a silver  medal  with 
a catch  of  three  fish,  gross  weight  “ 2|oz.  ldr.,”  and 
that  at  “ the  last  contest  148  fish  weighed  51b.  ljoz.  101 
shot,”  or  an  average  of  about  9dr.  each,  is  a mere  trifle 
hardly  worth  mentioning. — I am,  dear  sir,  yours  very 
sincerely,  IY ■ Carter  Platts. 

Wharfedale.  

R.  WOOLFALL  AND  G.  H.  SMEETH. 

Sir, — I did  not  deal  with  the  report  of  the  recent 
“ great  ” contest  for  the  championship  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery,  but  merely  referred  to  it  as  an  instance 
I f the  taking  of  under-sized,  immature  fish,  which  I 
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SALMON  FISHING. 

PANMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

KDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

I7IXOKLMCNT  SALMON  and  TROUT  FIBBING  on 
|j  NORTH  RHK,  FRKKto  Hotel  Vlulton.  Bttldtfl 
the  Hotel  whi. or,  the  npleudld  Trouttng  HLrnmna 
of  Oleneek,  In  which  Trout  of  good  *!/.*  end  quality 
abound,  are  within  «o*y  (llMtmioe.  Thle  le  a «|»ilet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  flehlng  le  good  all  the  Bpring 
and  Bummer  month*.  Oolf  oourne  lmMde  Hotel. 
Hhootlng  over  1500  acre*  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepers  and  doge  kept,  Particular*  on  application. 
KBITH  KNOWLES.  Proprietor. 

BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  tbo  River 
Doveron,  in  tho  immodiato  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 


DEESIDE  HYDROPATHIC  FISHINGS. 

HEBE  Fishings,  which  Include  the  Heathoot 
and  Hurtle  portion!  of  tho  Blver  Deo  (over 
two  miles),  are  now  wholly  reserved  for  visitors 
at  the  Hydro.  Terms  for  Angleri  £3  6s.  per 
woek ; after  May,  £3 ; and  In  Sept,  and  Oot., 
£3  10s. — Da.  Sthwart,  Heathoot,  Aberdeen. 


BORDER  ESK, 

LONWTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Gentlomon. 
Close  to  river. 

Apply  T.  STORY, 
WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day's  Fishing  In  tho  360  acres  ol 
water,  strlotly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“Pike,  peroh,  roach,  *o.,  are  numerous."— 
Angler’ t Diary. 


Freqnent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

TAYNUILT  HOT  El., 

ARGYLLSHIRE,  N.B. 

SPLENDID  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING 
on  the  famous  River  Awe  FREE  to  Visitors. 
Good  Trout  Fishing  on  Five  Miles  of  the  River 
Nant  can  be  had  on  payment  of  a small  fee. 
Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and  Brown 
Trout  on  Loch  Nant  Free. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  HOTEL,  OBAN. 

FIBST-OLASS.  — 

Olose  to  Station  and  Piers — JOHN 

MoKENZIE  (from  Trossachs  Hotel),  Proprietor. 


FErtT  FI  £3  H I FI  IE3. 

STANLEY,  N B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL, 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-dlstant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address — “Hotel,”  Stanley,  Perth- 
shira 


SHANNON  & LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

TIT OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

Grisle,  and  Trout  Fishing  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station ; also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  olose  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  routs  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thousands 


FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT’S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  &c.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  “ Biver  Reports.’’ 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 


COLCOMBE  CASTLE  HOTEL, 

C0LYT0N,  DEVON. 

I71ISHING  within  short  distance  of  the  Hotel. 

' Six  Miles  of  Trout  Fishing  in  tho  Coly  and 
Axe.  Good  Peal  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  the 
duly  and  Axe  up  to  the  19th  November. 

Visitors  allowed  Free  Fishing  on  production 
of  5s.  weekly  ticket,  which  may  be  obtained  of 
the  proprietor,  R.  HOOK. 


I710B  PURE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
' SCENERY  in  England  you  must  go  to 
TORRINGTON.  The  Proprietor  of  the 

GLOBE  HOTEL 

Has  many  mileB  of  Preserved  Water.  Good 
SALMON,  TROUT,  & PEEL  FISHING 

for  Visitors.  The  town  has  a splendid  Bowling 
Green  overlooking  tho  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
River  Torridge.  Torrlngton  is  designated  the 
modern  Jerusalem.  Hotel  'Bus  meets  all  trains. 
Tariff  on  Application. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VERY  moderate  charges,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J DOWSE.  Proprietor. 

DEAL. 

The  Fishing  Season  has  now  commenced, 
and  good  takes  are  being  made  daily. 

ROYAL  HOTEL, 

Situated  on  the  beach,  offers  special  terms 
to  fishermen.  Board,  6s.  6d.  per  day ; 
bedrooms  from  2s.  6d.,  according  to 
position.  A.  S.  VINCE,  Proprietor. 

MARLOW-ON-THAMES. 

THE  SHIP 

Is  one  of  the  most  comfortable,  and  certainly 
the  moBt  reasonable  house  on  the  river.  The 
host  is  a practical  angler,  and  always  hopes  to  see 
his  friends  again.  To  prevent  disappointment, 
gentlemen  are  requested  to  engage  quarters  well 
in  advance,  if  possible. 

0 L.  MATHEWS,  Proprietor. 

LLANYMYNECH. 

VISITORS  to  this  favourite  angling 
’ station  and  lovely  neighbourhood  can 
obtain  the  very  best  ACCOMMODATION, 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  by  address- 
ing as  under — 

Mrs.  ROBERTS, 

Lion  Hotel,  Llanymynech,  Oswestry. 

ISLE  WORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN. 

UVEEY  ACCOMMODATION  for 
^ ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  6d.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
6d.  and  9d. 


H.  WHITTY, 

Successor  to  the  late 

J.  EDMONDSON, 

Fishln  {/  Mod,  Fly,  and 
Tackle  Maker . 

Amateurs  and  Others  supplied 
with  Choice  Seasoned  Wood,  Good 
Gut,  and  every  variety  of  Feathers 
and  Material  for  Fly  Making,  &c. 


ONLY  ADDRESSES  : — 

15,  BASNETT  STREET, 
& 7,  QUEEN  AVENUE, 

CASTLE  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

Telephone,  5611. 

Telegrams,  “ Fishing,”  Liverpool. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 


In  ltoyal  8vo.,  Gilt  Edges,  Cloth  Gilt,  500  pages.  Pub- 
lished at  2 As.  A small  remainder  now  offered  at 

7s.  6d.,  post  free. 

AMERICAN  FISHES 

A Popular  Treatise  upon  the 

GAME  AND  FOOD  FISHES 


NORTH  AMERICA 

WITH  ESPECIAL  REFERENCE  TO  HABITS  AND  METHODS  OF  CAPTURE. 


Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute ; Corresponding  Member 
of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London  ; late  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Fisheries,  and  Commissioner  to  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  in  Berlin  and  London. 


WITH  A COLOURED  PLATE 

AND 

NUMEROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  of  FISH. 
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repeat  is  a suicidal  policy.  Of  course  if  they  are  kept 
alive  to  be  weighed  and  then  returned  to  the  water, 
would  make  a difference,  but  the  report  in  question  did 
not  say  so.  As  to  the  word  suckling,  no  doubt  99  out 
of  every  100  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  under- 
stand the  application  of  the  term  and  what  it  means. 

I have  not  a word  to  say  against  the  Board  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  as  I have  too  much 
respect  for  this  and  all  similar  bodies,  who  are  doing 
their  best  and  working  hard  in  the  face  of  many  and 
great  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  providing  sport  for 
anglers. 

I am  sorry  to  come  into  collision  with  such  (by  com- 
mon report)  a redoubtable  antagonist  as  G.  H.  Smeeth, 
but  I do  not  fear  him  in  the  least.  I know  nothing  of  a 
guess  weight  of  401b. ; someone  has  perhaps  been  playing 
a practical  joke,  which  it  appears  has  been  greedily 
Bwallowed  Bolton  way. — I am,  &c.,  Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool.  

A FRIENDLY  LETTER. 

Dear  Sir, — A few  days  ago  I lent  some  back  numbers 
of  the  F.G.  to  a fellow-traveller,  who  became  apparently 
deeply  interested  in  the  wordy  warfare  being  waged  re 
the  relative  weights  of  pike.  His  comment  upon  it  was  : 
“ I fear  that  the  brotherhood  of  the  angle  has  not  even 
yet  buried  its  envy,  malice,  and  uncbaritableness.  Per- 
sonalities do  not  tend  to  clear  up  difficulties  regarding 
weights  and  measurements  of  fish,  particularly  so  when 
indulged  in  by  such  acknowledged  masters  of  the  art  of 
angling  as  these  men  seem  to  be  ! ” 

The  claims  of  the  A.B.S.  appeared  to  strike  him,  for 
he  gave  me  a half-crown,  which  I forward  together  with 
another. 

Some  months  ago  you  kindly  replied  to  a query  of 
mine  regarding  waterproof  cloths.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
of  interest  if  I mention  that  the  suit  of  “Gabardine” 
I bought  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  has  proved  a mo3t 
unqualified  success,  having  withstood  on  many  occasions 
from  two  to  eight  hours’  steady  rain  without  showing  a 
trace  of  damp  through. 

I enclose  three  rough  prints  of  views  on  the  Greta, 
below  the  Yorkshire  boundary.  Kindly  overlook 
crudities  ; they  are  only  my  third  and  fourth  attempts 
at  photography.  The  weir-pool  has  given  me  many  a 
good  trout  to  the  dry-fly  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 
the  upper  streams  many  a goodly  basket  to  worm  and 
fly. — Faithfully  yours,  J . 

A SIXTEEN-POUND  CARP. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I have  a carp  taken  from  a 
pond  at  Tilgate  near  here,  weighing  16£lb.  Would  you 
kindly  inform  me  if  that  is  a good  specimen  fish,  and  of 
unusual  weight. — Yours  truly,  E.  Gunston. 

Clifton-villa,  Crawley,  Sussex. 

[For  England  this  is  an  unusually  heavy  fish. — Ed.] 


MEASUREMENTS  OF  FISH. 

Sir, — There  is  no  gainsaying  what  Mr.  Ripley  says. 
When  I suggested  that  all  fish  should  be  measured  by 
laying  them  over  a tape,  it  flashed  across  my  mind  at 
the  time  that  some  injustice  might  be  done,  and  it  is 
clear  that  in  the  case  of  rotund  fish  like  carp,  compres- 
sion by  its  own  weight  causes  the  roundness  of  the  two 
sides  to  be  practically  transferred  to  one,  the  upper- 
most. What  one  wishes  to  ascertain  is,  of  course, 
the  length  of  an  imaginary  line  drawn  down  the  exact 
centre  of  the  fish.  This  could  be  managed  by  means  of 
a perpendicular  apparatus  consisting  of  a square  rod, 
marked  in  inches  and  fractions,  the  notation  commenc- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  apparatus,  or  at  a projection  a 
little  way  from  the  ground,  for  the  greater  convenience 
of  the  measurer.  On  the  rod  a sliding-piece  would  be 
fitted  with  a small  hole  in  it.  The  fish  would  be  sus- 
pended from  above  by  a string  passing  through  the  hole 
in  the  sliding  piece,  and  adjusted  until  the  tail  just 
touched  the  foot  of  the  apparatus,  or  projection.  AU  the 
measurer  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  bring  down  the 
sliding  piece  to  the  nose  of  the  fish  and  note  the 
figures.  Other  measurements  than  length  would,  I think, 
be  more  satisfactorily  taken  if  the  fish  were  suspended, 
for  then  there  can  be  no  compression.  The  object  of 
my  original  letter  was  to  stipulate  for  one  uniform  mode 
of  measurement,  without  which  comparisons  are  not 
poesible.  That  they  should  be  made  from  the  fish  in  the 
flesh  seems  to  be  a sine  quel  non,  since  the  process  of 
reserving  must  make  a difference.  By  the  way,  it  would 
e very  interesting  if  Mr.  Ripley  would  note  what 
difference  there  actually  is  between  the  fish  when  caught 
and  the  same  when  dried.  To  what  extent  do  the  skins 
shrink — if  they  shrink  at  all — through  the  abstraction 
of  moisture  ? Pismuscator. 


ART  OF  FLY-TYING. 

Dear  Sir,— In  acquiring  the  art  of  fly-tying,  do  you 
think  it  advisable  to  learn  first  from  a book  of  an  elemen- 
tary character  previous  to  studying  works  like  Mr. 
Halford’s,  or  any  other  standard  work  on  the  subject  ? 
If  so,  would  you  kindly  advise  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Gazette  as  to  what  you  think  is  the  best  book  from  which 
to  obtain  this  elementary  knowledge  from,  and  much 
oblige — Yours  faithfully,  R.  Reaney. 

[We  should  advise  you  to  begin  with  the  best,  say, 
Mr.  Halford’s  “ Floating  Flies,  and  How  to  Dress 
Them.”  If  you  begin  with  some  elementary  work,  yon 
may  have  to  learn  much  over  again. — Ed.] 


LARGE  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  week’s  issue  you  gave  a list 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society’s  speoimen  fish,  and  mentioned 
a “ short  female  ” pike,  heavy  in  spawn,  “ which  is  said 
to  have  weighed  401b,,  although  only  43§in.  in  length, 
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and  to  have  been  caught  in  Suffolk  by  Mr.  Fennings, 
their  hon.  treasurer.” 

This  pike,  “ a well-known  speoimen,”  was,  I under- 
stand, not  caught  but  bought  by  Mr.  Fennings  a few 
years  ago,  and  presented  by  him  to  the  above-named 
society,  which  I think  he  will  admit. 

For  its  length  this  fish  appears  to  bo  even  more  extra- 
ordinary than  the  Lough  Conn  pike,  which  (according  to 
Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs)  was  of  abnormal  girth, . ljin.  longer 
hut  less  by  31b.  in  weight  than  Mr.  Fenning’s  Suffolk 
pike.  I was  a member  of  this  club  for  many  years,  and 
naturally  watch  their  reports  as  published  in  your 
valuable  paper,  but  I also  noto  that  a Lake  Nepigon 
trout  of  321b.,  a Salmo  hugo  of  221b. ; and  an  American 
black  bass  of  41b.  are  accredited  as  caught  by  certain 
members  of  their  society,  but  I have  reason  to  think 
that  these  are  errors  made  by  the  individual  who  com- 
piled the  list  of  the  Piscatorial  fish  specimens,  and  are 
not  regarded  by  the  society  as  their  member’s  exploits. 
Will  you  please  acknowledge  this  in  your  next  issue, 
and  oblige,  yours  truly,  Edwin  D.  Frost. 


A CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — I should  be  obliged  if  you  would  correot 
an  error  in  your  issue  of  the  27th  inst.  The  401b.  jack 
which  appears  amongst  the  Piscatorial  Society’s  speci- 
mens was  not  caught  by  Mr.  Fennings,  but  presented  by 
him  to  the  soc  iety.— Yours  faithfully, 

W.  T.  Galloway,  Hon.  Sec. 


LARGE  FISH. 

Sir, — Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso,  in  sending  the  flies 
(Tod’s  gold-ribbed  upright)  which  I ordered  for  you,  and 
which  I hope  will  please  you  as  “ floaters,”  sends  me  a 
short  letter  from  a customer  of  his  to  whom  Mr.  Forrest 
had  sent  some  single  gut  salmon  casting  lines.  He 
writes  as  follows  : 

“ You  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  I used  one  of  the  gut 
lines  for  the  first  time  on  Monday,  Oct.  22,  and  killed 
a 421b.  salmon  at  Border  Maid  cast,  which  I daresay 
you  know.  When  I found  he  was  so  large,  I was  glad 
my  tackle  was  so  strong.”  He  adds  : “We  had  some 
twenty-four  fish  in  our  water  last  week,  the  lowness  of 
the  river  just  suiting  us.  Yesterday  morning’s  spate 
sent  me  home.”  (The  “ water  ” is  below  Coldstream). 

May  I ask,  in  connection  with  big  fish,  if  anyone 
can  give  any  further  information  concerning  a large 
trout  taken  during  the  past  season.  Some  weeks  back 
the  angling  column  of  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  con- 
tained the  following  paragraph  : — “ Outside  the  oonfines 
of  the  Shire,  the  season  has  been  marked  by  the  capture 
of,  at  least,  one  enormous  fish,  caught  with  minnow  in 
Lake  Belvidere,  by  Mr.  William  Meares  ; a feat  which 
will  be  recorded  in  angling  history.  The  dimensions  of 
the  leviathan  were:  length,  34jin. ; weight,  261b.  2oz., 
whioh  constitute  a record  for  fair  angling  in  Ireland, 
if  not  in  the  British  Isles.” 

Your  correspondent  “ Black  Hackle  ” writes  to  me 
that  he  has  seen  the  head  of  a 601b.  pike,  taken  some 
years  ago  in  Loch  Conn,  and  says  it  is  like  a horse’s 
head  in  size. 

In  replying  to  him,  I have  urged  him  to  get  his  friends 
either  to  send  the  skull  itself  to  London,  or  to  get  a 
plaster  of  Paris  cast  made  by  a taxidermist,  a thing  I 
had  done  of  the  jaws  of  a stuffed  sea  lion  in  the  Brighton 
Aquarium,  to  illustrate  a point  in  a paper  read  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Coleman,  in  Section  XII.  of  the  International 
Medical  Congress  held  in  London  a good  many  years 
ago  now,  say  eight  or  ten  at  a guess. 

If  this  is  done,  Mr.  Jardine  and  others  may  hide  their 
heads,  for  at  least  a very  fair  guess  could  be  made  of 
the  size  of  a pike  of  which  the  skull  was  perfect.  Till 
the  head  or  its  cast  is  produced  people  will  doubt.— I 
am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

FISHING  AT  LYNMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  “ Gar- 
ranard,”  in  last  week’s  issue  respecting  fishing  at  Lyn- 
mouth,  I gladly  furnish  a few  details  of  the  same.  I 
cannot  say  how  many  miles  in  extent  the  water  is  fish- 
able,  but  I have  fished  it  for  some  eight  or  ten  miles  up 
stream.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  any  of  the  hotels, 
and  the  hotel  I can  best  recommend  is  the  Lyndale 
Hotel,  in  the  village  of  Lynmouth,  and  if  “ Garranard  ” 
would  write  to  Mr.  Bevan,  the  proprietor,  he  would 
doubtless  furnish  all  particulars.  Bait  fishing  as  well 
as  fly-fishing  is  allowed.  With  regard  to  probable 
baskets,  of  course  that  is  a somewhat  diffioult  question 
to  solve,  as  one  may  go  salmon  fishing  or  trout  fishing, 
but  to  give  a slight  idea,  the  last  day  I had  there  with 
one  of  the  river-keepers  was  a basket  of  fifty-two  trout, 
but  they  ran  small.  Hoping  these  details  may  be  of 
some  use.— I remain,  yours  very  truly, 

A.  Algernon  Chancellor. 


ENORMOUS  KILLALOE  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I must  think  that  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell’s 
hostile  criticisms  of  my  letters  on  the  above  were  quite 
uncalled  for.  He  has,  moreover,  indulged  in  phrases 
the  reverse  of  polite.  The  Fishing  Gazette  is  printed 
for  gentlemen  to  be  read  by  gentlemen,  and  I,  for  one, 
deprecate  the  use  of  language  by  correspondents  calcu- 
lated to  offend  other  contributors. 

I did  not  say  for  a fact  that  the  46.jlb.  salmon  killed 
here  was  the  largest  taken  in  any  other  river  in  Ireland. 
I used  tho  words  “ perhaps  in  any  other  river  in 
Ireland,”  which  is  quite  a different  thing. 

It  may  be  difficult,  as  Mr.  Ffennell  states,  to  estimate 
the  correct  weight  of  salmon  jumping  in  the  water,  but 
I know  plenty  of  fishermen  who  can  go  very  near  the 


weight  of  a fish  when  it  rises  within  a short  distance  of 
tho  boat.  Anyhow,  I have  hit  off  the  weight  of  a few  of 
the  fish  that  have  been  disporting  themselves  in  the 
pools  here  for  some  time  past,  as  within  the  last  few 
days  throe  big  ones  of  401b.,  321b.,  and  301b.,  have  been 
landed.  Only  for  the  floods  many  other  big  salmon 
would  doubtless  have  been  killed,  as  there  are  lots  of 
them  in  the  river. — Yours  faithfully  S.  J.  Hurley. 
Killaloe,  Oct.  31.  , 

LARGE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  seen  the  letters  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  about  the  681b.  Norway  salmon  and  the  sup- 
posed disproportion  between  its  length  and  girth  com- 
pared with  salmon  from  other  rivers,  I beg  to  state 
that,  according  to  the  Norwegian  fishery  inspectors’ 
annual  report,  the  Aaroe  salmon  are  peculiar  by  their 
short  and  plump  form  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the 
fish.  Perhaps  the  strength  of  the  current  in  the  Aaroe 
river  has  something  to  do  with  this  form  of  the  fish,  the 
Aaroe  being  considered  the  most  rapid  river  in  Norway, 
and  its  salmon  by  their  form  are  easy  to  distinguish 
from  other  salmon.— I am,  sir,  your3  very  truly, 

Norway.  J-  Preuthun. 

LARGE  TROUT  FROM  THE  RIVER  HULL. 
Dear  Sir, — Seeing  that  you  are  interested  in  the 
weight  and  measurement  of  large  fish,  I send  you  particu- 
lars of  a salmon  trout  ( salmo  fario)  caught  by  myself  in 
the  River  Hull  on  May  26,  1890,  weight,  81b.  2oz,, 
extreme  length,  27|in. , girth,  15in. 

It  may  also  be  interesting  to  know  that  the  fish  was 
caught  with  fine  gut  and  with  a ten-joint  cane  pooket 
rod  weighing  a little  over  8oz.,  and  took  half  an  hour  to 
kill  in  a swift-running  stream. — Yours  faithfully, 

Hull.  ___  PlSCATOR. 


LARGE  PIKE. 

Sir, — I see  by  last  week’s  issue  of  your  paper,  that 
Mr.  Jardine  fails  to  understand  my  remarks  published 
in  my  letter  of  the  previous  week.  I should  imagine 
that  of  those  who  have  read  this  correspondence,  he  is 
the  only  one  who  has  done  so.  I presume  that  is  his 
excuse  for  omitting  to  reply  to  my  figures. 

However,  here  is  a fact  that  even  Mr.  Jardine  cannot 
fail  to  understand : 

In  angling  for  pike,  Mr.  Jardine  gives  his  fish  weighing 
371b.,  as  havingibeen  captured  Nov.  4,  1879.  In  his  ietter 
of  Oct.  13,  1894,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  (page.377),  he 
states  : “ It  was  caught  at  ten  o’clock  one  morning,  and 
not  weighed-in  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  until  the  next 
evening,”  that  is,  Nov.  5,  1879. 

I had  the  curiosity  to  examine  the  records  of  the  Pis- 
catorial Society  for  1879,  and  no  fish  of  371b.  was 
weighed-in  by  Mr.  Jardine  that  year. 

On  Nov.  13  one  was  shown  and  weighed-in  by  Mr. 
Jardine.  This  fish  weighed  3Ub.  12oz. 

I will  ask  a plain  question.  Where  were  Mr.  Jardine’s 
371b.  and  361b.  pike  weighed,  and  who  witnessed  the 
weighing?  Charles  S.  Patterson. 

LARGE  IRISH  AND  ENGLISH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I see  your  correspondent  Mr.  E.  T. 
Sachs,  alias  ” Pismuscator,”  is  of  opinion  that  my  pike 
are  “ elastic  ” ; but  if  he  had  waited  my  reply  in  your 
last  Saturday’s  issue  to  his  and  Dr.  Patterson’s  letters, 
he  possibly  would  not  again  have  jumped  at  conclusions, 
a thing  he  is  so  apt  to  do.  Not  that  I value  his  opinion 
that  fish-roe  weighs  less  than  fish-flesh,  it  is  only,  as 
I have  already  stated,  a tricky  invention  to  suit 
the  purpose  of  his  arguments  respecting  a pike  he 
measured,  but  merely  guessed  the  weight  of. 

Neither  do  I estimate  at  any  worth  his  application  of 
the  “ frog  in  the  fable”  with  regard  to  the  elasticity 
or  “swelling-up”  of  a pike. 

I prefer  such  authorities  as  the  late  Frank  Buckland 
and  Francis  Francis,  “ that  fish-roe  and  fish-flesh  are 
of  equal  weight,”  than  the  dictum  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs 
to  the  contrary.  As  to  the  “ rudimentary  knowledge  ” 
he  speaks  of,  the  anglers  whose  names  I mention  above 
had,  and  most  present  anglers  have  forgotten,  more 
than  he  is  likely  ever  to  know  of  fish  and  fishing. 

I find  Pismuscator  is  the  latin  for  a “ fishy  mouse- 
catcher.”  Mr.  E.  T.  Sach3  his  chosin  an  admirable 
alias,  and  I congratulate  him  on  his  selection. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


LANDING  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  has  often  been  a source  of  wonderment 
to  me  why  it  is  that  the  most  simple  method  of  landing 
pike  without  a gaff— viz.,  by  grasping  the  fish  with  the 
finger  and  thumb  placed  in  the  eye  sockets,  is,  except 
on  a few  waters,  so  little  practiced.  The  gaff  exoepted, 
I know  of  no  plan  more  easy  and  certain. 

Most  of  my  pike  fishing  consists  of  spinning  from  the 
bank,  when  a gaff  beoomes  an  encumbance ; for  this 
reason,  and  because  I consider  it  more  sportsmanlike  to 
be  as  independent  as  possible  of  everything  but  one’s 
hands,  I never  use  one.  In  any  case,  I derive  more  sport 
and  pleasure  when  relying  only  on  nature’s  gaff,  and  I 
would  recommend  certainly  all  young  pike  fishermen 
to  leave  their  gaffs  at  home.  They  will  very — very 
rarely  lose  a fish  by  doing  so,  and  will  get  nearly  twice 
the  fun. 

I notice  that  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  in  a chapter 
on  landing  pike  in  the  “Badminton  Library,”  sounds  a 
noto  of  warning  against  “ putting  your  fingers  in  his 
eyes,”  but  gives  no  reason  for  tho  warning.  Ho  recom- 
mends, instead,  that  the  fish  be  graspod  as  tightly 
as  possible  behind  the  head,  and,  either  lifted 
or  jerked  on  to  the  bank.  To  an  ordinary  man 
the  operation  of  lifting  a pike  of  say  251b.  (a  larger 
fish  than  this  was  landed  only  last  week  without  trouble 
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by  the  inothod  I mention)  out  of  tho  water  by  grasping 
it  bobind  the  hoad  would  bo  an  exceedingly  diflloult  one, 
bosidoH  l)oing  clumsy,  and,  not  unlikely,  to  end  in  tho 
Iohh  of  tho  fish.  To  “ jork  ” a piko  out  of  the  water  f 
hold  to  bo  wrong,  uh  a powerful  HhIi  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, “ jork  ” himself  bank  again,  and,  in  doing  so, 
possibly  broak  tho  traeo. 

I vonturo  to  suggest  /hat  thoro  would  havo  boon  no 
nooossity  for  tho  lato  Mr.  Frank  linckland  “ wading 
herooially  into  tho  wator  ” after  Mr.  Pennell's  231b.  fish 
had  that  gontloman  adopted  tho  plan  ho  warns  others  to 
avoid. — Yours  truly, Neville  Avelino. 

COLOUR  OF  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  never  had  a rod  oolourod  groon, 
and  cannot  speak  to  tho  valuo  of  that,  colour.  I havo, 
however,  one  oolourod  a dull  boron  bluo,  which  I havo 
flourished  over  a trout’s  hoad  without  making  him 
budge,  and  with  tbo  point  of  which  1 havo  touched  a 
trout  as  it  lay  by  a bank  boforo  I frightened  it  away.  It 
lias  tbo  fault  of  being  Oin.  too  short,  and  being  a trifle 
too  stout  in  the  top  to  bo  wholesome  for  cobweb  gut, 
otherwise  I should  novor  wish  to  use  anothor  rod  for 
dry-fly  work.  On  tho  wodding  day  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
in  blazing  sun  at  Winchester,  1 hud  hold  of  eleven  braoe 
of  fish  boforo  four  o’clock,  fishing  with  this  rod.  A good 
man  fishing  with  me  got  one  fish  only.  He  had  a 
split  oane  varnished.  Messrs.  Farlow  supplied  the 
colour,  and  if  they  have  not  got  it  still,  I shall  be  happy 
to  leavo  the  rod  with  them  to  enable  them  to  match  the 
oolour. — Yours,  cfeo.,  ____  Val  Conson. 

CRUCIAN  CARP. 

Sir, — In  to-day’s  Fishing  Gazette  “ H.  T.”  asks  the 
weight  of  the  heaviest  Crucian  carp  that  has  been  taken, 
and  in  reply  I may  state  that  a pound  fish  is  a large 
one,  though  Yarrell  records  one  brought  to  him  from 
tho  Thames,  weighing  21b.  lloz. 

In  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14, 1891,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs 
tells  us  that  “the  Piscatorial  Society  have  a very  large 
Crucian  carp,  which  weighed  31b.  15oz.  ; this  old  fellow 
was  netted  from  the  large  lake  at  Luton  Hoo  some 
twenty  years  since,  when  the  water  was  drawn  off,  and 
the  mud  removed.”  And  adds,  “ We  have  another 
specimen,  which  weighed  lib.,  which  is  considered 
large  for  this  species. 

In  the  list  of  preserved  fish  belonging  to  the  Pis- 
catorial Society,  which  you  give  this  week,  the  31b. 
15oz.  specimen,  together  with  another  of  21b.  4oz., 
caught  by  Mr.  Shenton,  is  included. — I am,  sir,  yours, 
&c.,  “Giant.” 

CRUCIAN  OR  PRUSSIAN  CARP. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  “H.  T.” 
the  average  weight  is  about  Jib.,  although  instances 
are  upon  record  of  this  fish  attaining  a much  larger 
size,  possibly  under  very  favourable  conditions.  The 
late  Frank  Buckland  tells  us  he  obtained  some  fine 
specimens  from  the  Serpentine,  but  unfortunately  he 
does  not  give  us  the  weight.  Two  fine  specimens  were 
taken  some  years  ago  by  members  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  their  weights  respectively  were  31b.  15oz.  and 
21b.  4oz.,  and  I believe  these  fish  are  still  amongst  the 
society’s  grand  collection.— I am,  yours,  &c.,  P.  F.  C. 


BUTCHERS’  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION. 

Sir, — The  health  and  well-being  of  the  community  is 
more  or  less  dependent  upon  a sanitary  and  a cheap 
animal  food  supply. 

The  all-round  ignorance  of  cattle  slaughterers, 
butchers,  meat,  game,  and  poultry  vendors,  including 
the  manufacturers  and  marvellous  minced  meat 
mysteries,  is  patent  and  proverbial. 

In  spite  of  the  enormous  public  revenues  of  the 
United  Kingdom  applicable  to  technical  education, 
nevertheless  there  is  not  a single  public  institution  for 
technically  teaching  and  training  cattle  slaughterers 
and  animal  food  purveyors  and  preservers  even  the 
most  elementary  principles  of  their  trades. 

Plumbers  have  recently  received  technical  education, 
and  resorted  to  trade  examinations  so  as  to  become 
certified  experts. 

Similarly  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  cattle  slaughterer, 
butcher,  meat,  game,  or  poultry  vendor,  sausage  maker, 
meat  preserver,  and  the  like,  will  in  the  future  be 
allowed  to  act  unless  he  has,  by  approved  examinations, 
shown  an  up-to-date  knowledge  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  his  calling. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  these  men  should 
know  the  naked  eye  and  rough  microscopic  appearance 
of  all  forms  of  diseased  animal  food,  including  the 
recognition  of  bacterial  and  parasitic  disease. 

A butcher  unable  to  use  the  microscope  is  an  anomaly 
no  less  absurd  than  a sailor  who  has  not  learnt  how  to 
examine  with  a telescope. 

No  slaughterer,  butcher,  meat,  game,  or  poultry 
vendor  should  be  licensed  unless  he  had  previously  become 
practically  acquainted  with  the  modern  means  of  sterili- 
sing and  preserving  animal  food  by  dry  cold  air,  for  it  is 
extravagant  and  inefficient  to  employ  ice  and  melting 
ice  in  their  cooling  rooms,  which  arc  often  reeking  with 
moisture,  and  thus  avoidably  detetoriorating  if  not  also 
decomposing  much  animal  food. 

These  traders  should  also  know  how  to  thaw  frozen 
meat  in  warm  dry  air,  instead  of  letting  it  rot  in  damp 
atmospheres,  and  learn  to  preserve  food  by  cooking  and 
tjlo’tvbj  cooling  it  in  suitable  conditions. — I am,  sir, 
yours,  Ac.  J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton. 


Five  waggon  loads  of  bass  and  pike  woro  delivered  at 
Waupaca,  Wisconsin,  reeontly,  for  the  chain  of  lakes  at 
that  plane,  by  tho  State  Fish  Commission. 


WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 


One  of  tho  strongest  and  most  prominent  of  London 
clubs  is  tho  Now  Albion  1’iscatorials,  which  now  holds 
its  rnoetings  at  tho  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road. 
Among  its  early  promoters  may  bo  mentioned  the  lato 
Mr.  Thomas  Hughes  and  the  late  Mr.  Joe  Burnham, 
both  thorough  sportsmen  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
and  whose  positions  in  the  olub  will  indeed  bo  hard  to 
replace.  Among  tho  more  prominent  prosent  members  as 
oapturers  of  specimen  fish  are  Mr.  F.  W.  Grimmett  and 
Mr.  C.  Newbury.  Tho  former  gentleman  has  four  very 
lino  Avon  roach,  2jlb.  and  21b.  2oz.  each,  four  largo  pike, 
and  a perfect  specimen  dace  from  the  Avon,  weighing 
lib.  ; whilst  Mr.  Newbury  has  a case  of  good  dace,  pike, 
211b.,  181b.,  and  1341b.,  and  several  fine  barbel  in  his 


collection. 

Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Measure- 

ment. 

Grayling 

...  Avon 

1 

10 

15in. 

Trout 

...  Thames  ... 

6 

8 

224in. 

Grayling 

...  Avon 

1 94 

14|in. 

Barbel 

...  Thames  ... 

12 

0 

30in. 

Grayling 

...  Avon 

1 

9 

15jin. 

Trout 

...  Thames  ... 

5 

8 

20in. 

Grayling 

...  Avon 

1 

7 

14jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

14 

0 

32in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

26 

0 

41in. 

Trout  (Bull) 

...  Do. 

16 

0 

35in. 

Perch 

...  Private  ... 

2 

2 

13Jin. 

Trout 

...  Avon 

2 

8 

lOin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

13 

13  Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

16 

0 

36in. 

Pike 

...  Thames  ... 

14 

8 

32jin. 

Pike 

...  Do.  ... 

15  12 

34Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do.  ... 

25 

0 

41in. 

Pike 

...  Avon 

17 

0 

36in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

1 

14Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

4 

14  Jin. 

Peroh 

...  Do. 

3 

1 

14Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

20 

0 

37in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

17 

0 

36in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

15 

0 

33Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

17 

0 

35Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

16 

0 

34Jin. 

Pike 

...  Thames  ... 

24 

0 

39in. 

Barbel 

...  Do. 

9 

0 

26  Jin. 

Tench 

...  Private  ... 

3 

5 

16|in. 

Tench 

...  Do.  ...  . 

3 

3 

16in. 

Chub 

...  Ouse 

3 

7 

17  Jin. 

Bream 

...  Wey 

3 

4 

15in. 

Roach 

...  Avon 

2 

1 

14in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

7 

14  Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

6 

14  Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

5 

14Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

11 

12fin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

11 

12Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

9 

12Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

9 

12in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

1 

13jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

15 

13in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

15 

13in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 14f 

13in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

14 

13in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

1 

14 

13in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

4 

14Jin. 

Grayling 

...  Do. 

1 

6 

14 Jin. 

Trout  (Brook) 

...  Do. 

3 

0 

16  Jin. 

Perch 

...  Thames  ... 

2 

6 

13  Jin. 

Roach 

...  Lea 

1 

6 

lljin. 

Perch 

...  Avon 

3 

0 

14fin. 

Perch 

...  Wye 

2 

8 

14Jin. 

Roach 

...  Avon 

2 

7 

14Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

6 

13fin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

5J 

13Jin. 

Roach 

..  Do. 

2 

5i 

13  Jin. 

Roach 

..  Do. 

2 

4 

13Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

4 

13  Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

2 

13Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

16 

0 

35in. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

24 

0 

39in. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

8 

14Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

6 

14in. 

Trout 

...  Thames  ... 

6 

0 

21Jin. 

Roach 

...  Avon 

2 

4 

13Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

2 

13Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do. 

2 

2 

13Jin. 

19Jin. 

Trout 

...  Thames  ... 

5 

4 

Barbel 

...  Do. 

6 

0 

22Jin. 

Pike 

...  Avon 

15 

4 

36in. 

Pike 

...  Stour 

13  12 

32in. 

Roach 

...  Thames  ... 

1 

9 

12in. 

Pike 

...  Avon  ... 

13  12 

32  Jin. 

Trout 

...  Do. 

7 

0 

24Jin. 

Dace 

...  Avon 

1 

0 

12Jin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

16 

9 

38in. 

Roach 

• •• 

...  Do. 

2 

2 

14Jin. 

Dace 

...  Do. 

0 

134 

lljin. 

Dace 

... 

...  Do. 

0 ii; 

llin. 

Dace 

...  Do. 

0 104 

llin. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

21 

0 

39in. 

Bream 

... 

...  Thames  ... 

5 

71 

20in. 

Barbel 

...  Do.  ... 

7 

4 

25Jin. 

Barbel 

...  Do.  ... 

7 

4 

25Jin. 

Roach 

...  Do.  ... 

1 

14 

13Jin. 

Pike 

...  Avon 

18 

0 

37iu. 

Pike 

...  Do. 

13 

8 

31 J in. 

Barbel 

• •• 

...  Thames  ... 

7 

0 

25in. 
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The  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Sooiety,  established 
about  twenty  years  ago,  is  a olub  numerically  strong, 
and  of  some  prestige  in  South  London  circles.  For 
many  years  tho  mootings  were  held  at  the  William  the 
Fourth,  Old  Kent-road,  but  the  present  bead  quarters 
at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  affords  better 
accommodation,  besides  being  more  central.  In  the 
matter  of  preserved  specimen  fish,  the  clubroom  is  not 
over  embellished,  as  many  of  the  members  keep  their 
collections  at  home,  but  of  those  exhibited,  the  dace 
are  the  best  in  quality,  ranging  from  14joz.  There  is  a 
nice  Arnn  roach  of  21b.  joz.,  and  a Wimbledon  Lake 
carp  of  101b.  2oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Jones. 


Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Mcasure- 

j/urii . 

Tench 

...  Tring  

3 0 

17jin. 

Roach 

...  Cam  ...  (9  fish)  13  0 

— 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 14J 

lljin. 

Roach 

...  Do 

1 9 

13jin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 124 

lliin. 

Bream 

...  Medway 

4 0 

17in. 

Bream 

...  Do 

3 8 

18in. 

Perch 

...  Eden  

1 8 

T4in. 

Roach 

...  Arun  

2 04 

15jin. 

Bleak 

...  Do 

0 2J 

7in. 

Carp 

...  Wimbledon  Lake 

10  2 

23Jin. 

Perch 

...  Rother 

2 4 

15Jin. 

Chub 

...  Colne  

3 4 

18Jin. 

Perch 

...  Cam  

1 8 

13in. 

Carp 

...  Wimbledon  Lake 

4 4 

18in. 

Dace 

. . . Cam  

0 14 

lljin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 13J 

lljin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 13 

Ill,  in. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 12 

lOJin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 11J 

104in. 

Dace 

...  Do 

o 104 

lOjin. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 13J 

12j in. 

Dace 

...  Do 

0 124 

12in. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  with  considerable  interest 
the  records  of  specimen  fish  made  public  in  recent  issues 
of  your  valuable  journal,  I have  pleasure  in  mentioning 
that  our  society  has,  at  its  clubhouse,  the  Phccnix 
Hotel,  Stockton-on-Tees,  a very  handsome  pike,  the 
property  of  our  host,  Mr.  W.  Elgie. 

The  dimensions,  which  were  taken  a few  days  ago 
are  as  follows  : 

Length  ...  ...  ...  ■■  •••  44Jin. 

Girth  (In  preserving  this  fish,  the  staffer  has 
made  the  side  facing  back  of  case  much 
flatter  than  the  side  exposed)  ...  ...  24in. 

Weight  on  the  morning  of  the  day  following 

capture  ...  ...  33Jlb. 

This  pike  was  taken  from  Barton  Broad  in  Jan.  1874, 
by  Mr.  Webster  and  his  nephew,  after  two  hours’ 
roving. 

Trusting  the  above  may  be  worthy  of  note. — Yours 
truly,  J-  H.  Walton,  hon.  sec., 

’ Stockton-on-Tees  Phcenix  Piscatorial  Sooiety. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which 
is  supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge 
to  our  readers. 

B.  Blanikmeister,  of  66,  Milton-street,  London,  for 
“ Improvements  in  baiting  needles  for  worms, 
small  fish,  snails,  insects,  with  needle  case  as 
instrument  for  loosening  the  fish  from  the 
angling  hook.” 

T.  Thomas,  of  London,  for  “ Improvements  in  tubes 
for  fishing  rods,  walking  sticks,  umbrella  sticks, 
music  stands,  &o.” 

W.  F.  Spence,  of  Pass  Christian,  Mississippi,  U.S.A., 
for  “ Improvements  in  rowlocks.” 

F.  T.  B.  Hurly,  of  Wigan-road,  Ashton-in-Makerfield, 
Lancashire,  for  “ A new  or  improved  fly-case.” 


PRICE 


Ashford’s  Clubs. 

kWlTH  SEWN  LEATHER  H AN  DLE3 

^Covered  with  Buffed  Cow  Hide. 

. L practical  improvement 
to  a very  important 
part  of  the  Club. 


Carriage 
Paid  6d.  cx. 


The  finish  of  our 
Clubs  is  superior 
to  any  in  the 
Market. 


ESSEX  & KENT  STREETS.  BIRMINGHAM. 
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NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  wnte  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

Tevma  off  Sutoaoi^iptiosii 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  . ...  10s.  6d. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d 

Advex*tiHementB. 

Applioations  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Telegraphic  Address — "RIV8AM.  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


Jfislittg 


WITH  which  is  incorporated 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  10th,  1894. 


OLIVES  A LA  MODE. 


By  Val  Conson. 

They  need  no  parasols,  no  goloshes, 

And  good  Mrs.  Trimmer,  she  feedeth  them. 

C.  S.  Calverley. 

Through  the  still  peace  of  the  water  meadows, 
under  the  grey  September  sky,  the  dear  old  river 
is  gliding  glassily,  a sheer  solid  weight  of  crystal 
water,  down  to  the  city  and  the  town  mills.  The 
wind  comes  in  soft  puffs  down  stream,  too  gently 
to  ripple  the  surface,  too  stiffly  to  admit  of  forcing 
gossamer-gut  into  it  or  under  it  by  any  device  of 
upstream  casting.  Scarcely  a fly  about,  though 
it  is  nigh  eleven  o’clock,  and  no  fishing  moving 
save,  by  the  hut,  Piscatoribus  Sacrum,  one  of 
those  steady  old-seasoned  stagers  who  observe 
not  times  or  seasons,  and  are  always  feeding  on 
miscellaneous  insects  with  no  particular  regard 
to  the  rise  or  lack  of  rise  of  the  regulation  fly,  to 
which  his  more  conventional  brethren  restrict 
themselves.  Well  do  I know  that  fish.  Many 
a fly  have  I floated  over  him  at  lunch  time,  or 
when  the  rise  is  over  for  the  morning,  and  there 
is  a period  of  loafing  to  be  observed.  Everyone 
trees  him,  but  still  he  is  there,  steadily  pipp  ing 
minute  insects  at  the  tail  of  the  same  old  weed. 
I know  too  much  to  begin  upon  him,  but  my 
companion,  new  to  dry-fly  waters,  is  not  to  be 


restrained.  With  a jest  I leave  him  for  the  side 
stream,  only  to  find  it  shaved  as  bare  as  my  chin, 
and  the  trout  on  the  scuttle  long  before  I come 
within  casting  distance.  Nevertheless,  intending 
to  make  the  upper  water,  so  as  to  give  scope  for  the 
operations  of  my  friend,  I follow  the  side  stream, 
and  at  length  espy  a cautious  rise  under  the 
opposite  bank.  Kneeling  low  and  keeping  down 
in  the  sedges,  I manage  about  the  seventh  try 
to  get  my  Blue  Quill  on  to  him  nicely  at  the  end 
of  a yard  of  cobweb,  and  as  the  fly  lights  I know 
somehow  he  must  take  it.  He  does,  and  I 
tighten  on  him.  There  are  no  weeds  here,  and  a 
brief  fight  in  the  open  is  all  he  can  make  ere  I 
introduce  him  to  his  Reverence  and  consign  him 
to  my  haversack — lib.  2oz.  Two  other  fish  only 
do  I see  rising  in  this  length,  and  both  I succeed 
in  putting  down,  much  to  my  disgust. 

I stroll  slowly  on  to  the  bend  where  the  side 
stream  makes  close  approach  to  the  main  river, 
and  here  I cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  run 
over  and  take  a look  at  the  big  broad  shallow 
just  below  the  railway  bridge. 

Nothing  stirring. 

Yes  ; presently  a single  bubble  shows  against 
the  weeds  close  as  can  be  to  the  further  margin. 
It  is  all  I can  possibly  do  to  get  over  to  it.  My  B lue 
Quill  goes  off  witha  snap  in  the  effort.  Something 
prompts  me  to  replace  him  with  a dark  Olive  Quill 
of  the  same  size.  It  takes  several  chucks  to  get 
the  fly  to  him  exactly  right,  but  when  it  does 
fall  right  the  tell-tale  bubble  signals  me  that  I 
have  him,  and  up  goes  my  point. 

Out  he  sails  into  midstream  with  an  indignant 
burst  that  has  something  majestic  about  it,  then 
turns  suddenly  down  and  makes  for  all  he  is 
worth  for  a bullrush  bed.  I tear  the  slack 
through  the  rings  racing  down  stream  the  while 
to  keep  below  him.  Alas!  I am  just  too  late; 
and  in  a moment  my  fly  cames  back  to  me, 
minus  my  fish. 

Never  mind,  it  is  something  to  have  found  the 
fly,  and  I ask  the  keeper  who  is  making  down 
stream  to  tell  my  friend. 

I dry  my  fly  well  and  re-tie  him,  and  look  for 
more  trout  to  conquer.  There  in  the  middle, 
where  the  heavy  weeds  come  almost  to  the  sur- 
face, a big  yellow  tail  gleams  for  a moment ; and 
then  there  is  a great  surging  wave  as  he  makes 
off.  Have  I put  him  down  F No ; he  is  back,  and 
there  he  has  taken  something  below  water,  as  I 
can  see  by  the  great  bulging  swirl.  There  is 
another  fish  at  the  same  game. 

In  ten  minutes  the  whole  hundred  yards  of 
shallow  is  alive  with  careering  bulging  fish.  I 
fish  hard  and  fairly  well.  I find  if  I get  my  fly 
exactly  to  a fish  and  he  sees  it,  and  does  not  see 
the  gut,  he  has  it  to  a certainty,  but  generally 
speaking  he  does  not  see  it,  or  else  he  sees  the 
gut.  These  fish  are  the  hardest  fished  in  all  the 
water,  and  by  September  they  are  very  Rams- 
bottams  on  gut.  Moreover  something  in  the 
light  makes  them  terribly  shy.  So  I only  hook 
three  in  the  forty  minutes  the  rise  lasts,  and 
land  but  one  of  them,  a cock  of  a bit  over  lflb., 
losing  the  others  in  the  weeds,  but  saving  my  fly. 

It  is  all  over  as  suddenly  as  it  began.  I move 
slowly  up  above  in  the  hope  of  finding  a belated 
feeding  fish  to  be  tempted  with  a pink  Wickham. 
I get  one  and  put  back  another,  and  put  down  yet 
two  others  between  the  bridge  and  the  wood. 

Then  above  the  wood,  in  a sheltered  bend  where 
the  current  comes  down  eddying  with  great  force 
and  a lovely  swirl  on  the  surface,  came  on  another 
such  rise  as  I have  described.  In  the  middle, 
just  below  a single  bulrush  which  marked  his 
position  beautifully,  I saw  a mighty  tail  wave  out 
of  water  for  an  instant.  I changed  my  cast  for  a 
stouter  one,  with  a point  of  a yard  of  finest  un- 
drawn, and  mounting  my  dark  olive,  once  more 
laid  it  over  my  trout.  There  was  no  hesitation. 
He  took  it  first  time  of  asking,  and  I signalled 
him  to  come  up  in  the  usual  manner.  He  was 
another  way  of  thinking,  and  explained  in  a 
manner  there  was  no  resisting  that  be  had  urgent 
private  business  in  a bed  of  weeds  close  by.  His 
methods  were  rapid,  for  in  a moment  he  had  trans- 
acted his  business  there  and  dragged  my  unwilling 
fly  with  him  right  through  and  into  another  bed. 
By  good  luck  or  good  management  I got  my 
line  clear  of  the  first  bed,  and  hauled  him  down 
out  of  the  second,  only  to  find  him  ploughing  over 
to  a further  one  below.  Again  I had  him  out 
and  checked  three  or  four  more  rushes  for  other 
holts.  I felt  him  yielding  ; yet  he  never  showed. 


Then,  turning  like  light,  he  came  straight  at  me, 
and  buried  himself,  before  I could  recover  line, 
in  a dense  bed  of  weeds  at  my  feet,  about  two 
yards  from  the  bank,  in  about  six  feet  of  water 
mostly  occupied  by  weed.  I got  below  and  pulled. 
I tapped  my  butt  ; I rested  him  and  trie<l  to 
surprise  him  out  ; I put  down  my  net  handle, 
and  tried  to  stir  him  out,  bnt  failed  to  reach  him. 
All  in  vain,  and  in  a few  minutes  he  was  kind 
enough  to  dismiss  my  fly,  and  T was  minus  the 
best  and  sturdiest  Itchen  fish  I had  hold  of  in  the 


tjeasuu.  _ 

I hooked  one  other  fish,  which  floundered  off 
lightly  hooked,  and  then  the  rise  was  over  again, 
and  that  was  the  end  of  my  day,  a typical  autumn 
Olive  day  on  the  Itchen.  Returning  to  my  friend,  1 
found  him  with  a lflb.  fish,  something  stale  in 
condition.  He  had  hooked  him  under  the  far 
bank,  and,  having  left  his  landing-net  at  the  hut 
three  hundred  yards  above,  had  skull-dragged  his 
fish  upstream  to  the  hut,  recovered  his  net,  and 
killed  his  fish.  To  appreciate  this  feat  to  the  full 
it  should  be  understood  that  the  point  of  his 
casting  line  was  a yard  of  Holland’s  cobweb  gut. 
There  was  no  evening  rise. 

^ ye  * * * 


Seeing  that  our  esteemed  friend  Salmo  fario  is 
a strict  member  of  the  Blue  Ribbon  Army  and 
drinks  nothing  but  water,  it  is  strange  to  find 
him  endowed  with  so  an  inveterate,  a taste  for 
Olives,  and  stranger  still  to  note  in  what  pro- 
fusion and  variety  “good  Mrs.  Trimmer”  grows 
them  for  him.  . 

But  whatever  that  variety  may  be  it  is  nothing, 
nothing  in  the  world  to  the  variety  of  dressings 
with  which  the  Enemy,  from  Walton  to  Walbvan, 
from  Berners  to  Brocus,  has  endeavoured  with 
more  or  less  success  to  simulate.  The  dressings 
of  Yellows  and  Blues,  though  numerous,  are 
capable  of  grouping  and  classification.  The 
Olives  may  be  so,  but  X feel  so  dismayed  at  the 
mass  of  material  before  me  that  I shrink  from 
the  task.  # 

Perhaps  the  simplest  system  is  that  of  David 
Foster,  in  the  “ Scientific  Angler.”  His  theory 
put  simply  is  that  there  is  but  one  Olive  Dun 
family  appearing  from  year’s  end  to  year  s end, 
and  beginning  as  the  Blue  Dun  or  February 
Flapper,  and  as  the  season  advances  and  the 
weather  becomes  more  genial  shading  off  by 
infinitesimal  gradations  through  the  cock-winged 
Dun,  the  Olive  Dun,  the  Yellow  Dun.  and  the 
Pale  Evening  White.  Then  as  the  season  passes 
on  and  becomes  colder  the  shades  deepen  again, 
so  that  in  August  we  have  the  shades  of  May 
and  those  of  April  in  September,  till  we  again 
arrive  at  the  Dull  Blue  Dun  of  February  in 
November. 

It  is  a theory  which  has  the  merit  of  great 
simplicity,  and  for  fly  dressers’  purposes  it  serves 
well  enough.  I do  not  believe  it  to  be  scien- 
tifically true,  for  I have  seen  different  sizes  and 
species  of  Olive  on  the  water  simultaneously,  and 
Mr.  Foster’s  theory  omits  altogether  the  Blue- 
winged Olive  with  its  Olive  Spinner  appearing 
in  July  and  August.  If  there  are,  as  Francis 
Francis  says,  200  British  species  of  Phyganem,  it 
is  difficult  to  believe  that  Dame  Nature  has  been 
so  frugal  of  species  of  Olives.  Francis  Francis 
says,  however,  “There are  two  sorts,  a larger  and 

a smaller  one The  body  of  the  larger 

one  is  more  yellow arl(1  the  legs  are 

lighter.” 

This  theory  is  probably  better  for  practical 
purposes  than  the  other,  and  if  you  have  a good 
series  of  Olives  of  various  shades  in  two  sizes  you 
should  be  well  fitted  out. 

When  the  Dun  hatches  out  he  stands  for  a 
moment  on  his  discarded  shuck,  and  in  this 
condition  he  no  doubt  resembles  the  Hare’s  Ear. 
This  would  account  for  the  length  of  the  period 
during  which  the  Hare’s  Ear  is  successful. 
Another  excellent  pattern,  based  on  the  same 
idea,  is  the  dark  to  medium  Olive  Quill,  with 
bushy  Hare’s  Ear  breast  and  legs.  This  makes 
quite  a different  fly  from  the  Olive  Quill  with 
legs  from  the  buff  spines  of  a Hare’s  face  neatly 
put  ou  to  resemble  a hackle.  The  latter  merely 
resembles  the  perfect  Olivo  after  the  shuck  is 
discarded. 

The  distinctions  between  patterns  of  Olive  are 
mainly  in  the  body,  the  wings  being  mainly 
starling,  dark,  medium,  or  light,  with  blackbird 
and  dark  thrush  as  an  occasional  change. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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MINNOWS  IN  TROUT  WATERS. 


By  II.  R.  Fkancin,  M.A. 

Readers  of  tho  Wishing  Gazette  have  frequently 
had  their  attention  called  to  tho  importance  of 
supplemontingtho  trout  food  in  aundry  of  our 
streams  in  which  tho  supply  of  insect  food  has 
for  various  reasons  been  seriously  reduced.  Those 
which  may  bo  left  to  their  own  native  supplies 
uro,  roughly  speaking,  tho  best  of  our  chalk 
streams,  such  as  may  ho  scon  in  I hints  and  Wilts., 
in  which  tho  supply  of  winged  food, particularly 
of  the  larger  Ephemeras,  is  sufficient  to  maintain 
tho  trout  in  high  condition.  Setting  these 
favoured  waters  aside,  wo  have  generally  to  face 
tho  shrinking  of  our  streams. tho  excessive  cutting 
of  weeds  to  favour  tho  working  of  mills,  and  tho 
consequent  diminution  of  the  two  chief  families 
of  dies  dear  to  trout — tho  Ephemorie  and  1’hry- 
ganno.  If  wo  turn  to  tho  mollusca  for  help,  we 
find  the  conditions  mostly  becoming  less  favour- 
able to  the  breeding  of  these.  The  very  name  of 
Limnaa,  for  instance,  suggests  such  a pool  as 
improved  drainage  is  banishing  from  our  rivers. 
No  doubt,  however,  the  feed  in  many  of  our 
lakes  might  be  much  improved  if  any  one 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  rearing  of  mol- 
lusca would  work  at  the  diffusion  and  mutipli- 
cation  of  the  most  valuable  species.  But  I do  not 
think  that  much  can  be  gained  by  our  trout 
streams  from  this  source.  When  we  turn  to  the 
crustaceans  the  prospect  is  far  more  hopeful. 
There  seems  a general  belief  among  experts, 
confirmed  by  the  experience  of  a recent  dry 
summer,  that  the  little  freshwater  shrimp — 
Gammarus  pulex — if  supplied  in  sufficient  abun- 
dance, will  maintain  trout  (and,  I might  add, 
grayling)  in  the  highest  condition  when  flies  are 
lamentably  scarce.  The  question  is  how  to  secure 
this,  abundance,  and  I trust  the  subject  will 
receive  more  attention  from  the  executive  of  our 
angling  associations.  My  own  idea,  resting 
on  too  limited  a range  of  observation,  is  that  the 
Gammarus  breeds  most  freely  in  brisk  but 
shallow  streams,  on  clean  sand  or  fine  gravel. 
But  the  days  are  gone  by  when  I “haepaidlit 
in  the  burn,  ’ and  I leave  it  to  younger  and 
keener  observers  to  watch  and  record  the  family 
movements  of  these  most  valuable  little  Crustacea, 
only  begging  them  to  believe  that  if  they  can 
show  us  how  they  may  be  readily  multiplied  and 
diffused  they  will  be  real  benefactors  to  trout 
and  trout  fishers  both  present  and  to  come. 

I have  purposely  dwelt  at  some  length  on 
various  kinds  of  trout  food,  though  minnows  are 
really  my  subject,  because  I wish  to  mark 
accurately  the  circumstances  under  which  those 
little  fish  become  useful  and  almost  indispensable. 

I do  not  believe  that  there  is  really  any  substantial 
difference  between  Mr.  Armistead’s  views  and  my 
own,  but  he  will  forgive  my  saying  that  ambiguous 
expressions  should  be  carefully  avoided.  Who, 
for  instance,  can  say  whether  the  “ proper  place 
for  minnows  ” is,  or  is  not,  “ a trout  pond  ? ” Such 
a pond  may  be  either  a breeding  pond  or  a rear- 
ing pond  for  young  trout  stock,  to  be  disposed  of 
at  one,  two,  or  three  years  of  age,  or  finally  a 
fattening  pond  for  trout  already  arrived  at  the 
piscivorous  age.  Clearly,  to  introduce  minnows 
into  the  first  or  second  of  these  would  be  absurd, 
while  as  clearly  in  the  third  they  would  be  “ in 
their  right  place.”  A trout  of  31b.  or  41b.  weight, 
especially  when  taken  and  placed  in  a pond 
fed  by  running  water  just  Avhen  he  is  lank  after 
the  breeding  season  will,  if  supplied  with  minnows 
ad  libitum,  grow  at  a rate  not  otherwise  attain- 
able. It  is  quite  true,  as  recorded  in  my  “Ply- 
fisher  and  his  Library  ” (Cambridge  Essays  1856), 
that  about  1854  Sir  Home  Popham  sent  to  the 
Waterloo  Banquet  two  Kennet  trout  fed  on 
chopped  liver,  whose  united  weight  was  361b. 
But  nearly  at  the  same  date  one  was  fed  up  at 
Newbury  on  minnows  and  other  very  small  fry 
to  231b.  7oz.,  the  largest  weight,  as  far  as  I can 
ascertain,  ever  attained  by  a river  trout  in  the 
British  isles.  And  it  should  be  born6  in  mind 
that  to  feed  up  fish  on  chopped  liver  is  at  once 
an  unnatural  and  an  expensive  process,  while  if 
minnow-breeding  were  carried  on,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  on  a large  scale,  it  would  afford  a ready, 
cheap,  and  natural  diet  for  large  trout  fattening 
for  tho  table,  to  say  nothing  of  the  probability 
that  fish  so  fed  would  be  better  in  flavour  than 
those  dieted  in  a fashion  quite  unknown  to  Fario 


in  its  natural  haunts.  I here  drop  tho  “pond” 
question,  which,  indeed,  could  never  have  been  a 
question  between  Mr.  Armistoad  and  myself  had 
ho  remembered  in  how  many  senses  the  word 
might  be  used. 

Again,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  he 
means  by  saying  that  " minnows  are  excellent  in 
their  right  place.”  He  denounces  them  in  ponds, 
he  appears  to  object  to  them  in  lakes.  Were  this 
all,  I should  suppose  him  still  to  welcome  them  in 
rivers  and  brooks.  But  when  he  tells  us  that 
“ minnows  eat  young  trout,  and  . . go  up  the 

streams  in  enormous  shoals  to  spawn  just  at  the 
time  when  tho  very  young  trout  are  coming 
down,”  he  seems  to  argue  for  their  exclusion  from 
streams  as  well  as  pools,  so  that  their  excellence 
as  trout  food,  though  he  formally  admits  it,  is 
reduced  to  a matter  of  speculative  faith,  since  he 
leaves  no  watery  field  in  which  it  can  be  safely 
tested. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  alarming  statement  I 
have  just  quoted,  I must  beg  leave  to  dispute  or 
qualify  some  of  his  alleged  facts.  First,  as  to  the 
ascent  of  “enormous  shoals,”  it  is  a matter  of 
history,  not  of  present  experience.  I know  one 
locality  where  such  shoals  used  within  my 
memory  to  appear  in  spring,  followed,  as  I think 
I have  before  stated,  by  flights  of  the  black- 
headed tern,  alias  “ carr-swallow.”  But  drainage 
and  other  causes  have  put  an  end  to  such  tribal 
migrations — more’s  the  pity  ! With  the  entire  or 
partial  disappearance  of  the  minnows  has  come  a 
sad  falling  off  in  the  trout.  What  was  formerly 
— I speak  of  matters  within  my  own  memory  and 
experience — the  choicest  reach  of  trout  water  in 
the  grand  range  of  the  Driffield  Beck  has  now 
become  one  of  the  very  worst,  and  he  is  no 
common  artist  who  can  now  extract  a good  basket 
from  the  waters  below  Wansford  Mill.  I hear 
from  experienced  anglers  of  similar  cases  in 
various  streams,  and  find  myself  quite  unable  to 
resist  the  evidence  that  with  the  failure  of 
minnows  comes  a falling  off  in  the  trout.  My 
own  observation  may  fairly  count  for  something, 
as  I have  killed  trout  in  more  than  a hundred 
streams,  fishing  only  with  the  wet  fly,  and  till 
within  the  last  few  years  finding  special  pleasure 
in  exploring  long  reaches  of  water.  If  I am  to  be 
told  that  the  minnow  “ is  an  injurious  inhabitant 
of  trout  waters,”  I may  at  least  reply  that  I have 
never  known  nor  heard  of  a case  where  the 
failure  of  minnows  in  a stream  has  been  followed 
by  an  improvement  in  the  trout.  Yet  this  ought 
to  have  ensued  on  the  withdrawal  of  an 
“ injurious  ” influence. 

I notice,  too,  that  while  Mr.  Armistead  admits 
the  value  of  minnows  as  scavengers  (though  I 
hardly  see  what  room  he  has  left  them  for  the 
exercise  of  that  calling),  he  does  not  see  that  as 
the  trout  is  not  a scavenger,  thus  far  at  least 
their  food  is  not  the  same,  and  minnows  are  largely 
engaged  in  fattening  themselves  for  the  trouts’ 
benefit  on  what  that  clean-feeding  fish  does  not 
touch.  But  I must  return  to  another  head  of  the 
statement,  which  I have  termed  “ alarming.” 
Secondly,  then,  the  account  given  by  Mr. 
Armistead  of  the  ascending  army  of  minnows 
encountering  the  helpless  troops  of  baby  trout 
just  as  they  descend  the  stream  is  purely  a fancy 
sketch.  I might  remark,  indeed,  that  if 

such  an  encounter  took  place  it  would  not 
be  very  formidable  to  the  trout.  The  pro- 
position that  “minnows  eat  trout”  cannot 
be  absolutely  denied,  as  a very  big  minnow 
might  conceivably  eat  a very  small  trout,  but 
such  a case  is  too  exceptional  to  affect  the  ques- 
tion whether  trout  shall  have  minnows  to  eat. 
The  supposed  encounter,  however,  does  not  really 
occur,  because  the  minnows  moving  to  their 
breeding  place  do  not  march  up  the  trout  stream 
to  invite  the  voracity  of  their  enemies,  but  ascend 
spring  ditches  which  fall  into  the  main  water- 
course. It  is  in  fact  the  thorough  scouring  of 
these,  due  to  improved  drainage,  which  I believe 
has  been  one  chief  cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
minnows.  Here  I must  close  for  the  present. 
Broadly  speaking  my  contention  is  that  except  in 
breeding  and  rearing  ponds,  in  chalk  streams 
amply  supplied  with  Ephemera,  and  in  reaches 
where  the  freshwater  shrimp  abounds,  minnows 
are  not  “ injurious,”  but  most  valuable  inhabi- 
tants of  trout  waters,  and  ought  to  be  generally 
encouraged  and  multiplied. 

[Wo  thoroughly  agree  with  all  Mr.  Francis  says 
on  this  important  matter  of  accounting  for  the 
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tailing  off  in  condition,  size,  and  numbers  of  tho 
trout  in  some  of  our  rivers  and  lakes.  We  have 
repeatedly  said  that  it  is  a great  mistake  merely 
to  put  some  thousands  of  trout  into  a lake  or  river 
without  taking  steps  to  ascertain  if  there  is  a 
sufficient  supply  of  natural  food  for  them,  and 
undoubtedly  next  lo  the  May-fly  and  the  March 
Brown  and  some  other  flies,  the  best  food  for  any 
fish  is  the  fresh  water  shrimp  and  then  tho 
minnow.  Given  an  adequate  supply  of  suitable 
food,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  tho  number  of  trout 
you  may  have  in  a water.  We  cannot  recall  any 
stream  or  lake  that  wo  have  fished  where  minnows 
were  plentiful  where  tho  trout  were  riot  lino  go:d- 
conditioned  fish. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  AT  THE  OUATCHOUAN 
FALLS,  CANADA. 

( Continued  from  pa<je  436.) 

Our  modus  operandi  was  as  follows  : One  of  us 
took  charge  of  the  rods'  (which  we  now  thought 
it  well  to  reduce  in  length)  and  the  camera,  whde 
the  other  climbed  up  a couple  of  yards.  Having 
secured  a footing,  the  one  in  front  knelt  down 
and  relieved  his  friend  of  the  rods  and  the 
camera.  By  this  method,  after  infinite  toil  and 
trouble,  we  at  last  stood  on  the  crest,  tired  but 
triumphant.  The  day  was  hot,  and  we  weie 
bathed  in  perspiration  ; while  our  clothes  looked 
as  if  they  (and  we)  had  just  emerged  from  a free 
fight.  So  we  had  in  a manner.  But  as  we  stood 
there  gazing  around,  we  forgot  the  fatigue,  we 
forgot  everything  but  the  scene  that  lay  before 
us.  At  our  feet  roared  the  lovely  fall,  flashing 
in  the  sunlight,  which  made  perfect  little  rain- 
bows out  of  the  mist  that  rose  from  the  depths. 
Our  eyes  delightedly  followed  the  course  of  the 
river  as  it  wound  its  way  through  deep  ravines 
until  it  emerged  from  its  bower  of  greenwoods, 
and  finally  lost  itself  in  the  wide  waters  of  Lake 
St.John.  That  noble  lake,  full  five-and- twenty 
miles  across,  lay  basking  in  the  light  of  the  July 
afternoon,  its  numerous  wooded  islets  looking 
like  emeralds  set  in  silver. 

We  were  loth  to  tear  ourselves  away  from  the 
charming  scene,  but  if  we  wanted  any  more 
fishing,  it  was  high  time  to  try  the  upper  pools 
of  the  river.  “ We  will  just  go  down,  try  a few 
casts,  and  then  rejoin  our  friends.”  Easier  said 
than  done.  We  never  reached,  and  barely  saw, 
the  waters  of  the  upper  Ouatchonan.  We 
struggled  through  the  thickets  of  saplings,  occa- 
sionally finding  a clearer  space,  too  rocky  for 
trees,  but  yielding  enough  soil  to  grow  myriads 
of  blackberries  almost  as  large  as  grapes.  These 
were  a very  good  substitute  for  afternoon  tea, 
and  partially  assuaged  our  intense  thirst.  Five 
minutes  for  refreshments ; then  we  pluDged 
onwards,  into  ferny  hollows,  round  rocks,  and 
through  brambles  which  seemed  quite  reluctant 
to  part  with  us,  so  affectionately  did  they  cling 
to  our  garments.  At  last  we  stood  on  the  brink 
of  the  ravine,  and  we  could  just  see  a brown, 
sulky-looking  pool,  far,  far  below.  “No  road 
this  way,  evidently,  Macdonald.  Let  us  push  up 
a bit,  and  seek  something  easier.”  For  this 
purpose  we  left  the  edge  of  the  chasm,  where  the 
walking  was  very  rough,  and  shoved  our  way 
through  the  thickets  as  before.  AVhen  Are 
thought  we  had  gone  far  enough,  we  again 
struck  to  the  right,  only  to  find  the  banks,  if 
anything,  more  precipitous  than  before.  “ Look 
here,  old  chap,”  I said,  firmly.  “ This  sort  of  thing 
will  never  do.  It  is  four  o’clock,  and  we  are  as 
far  from  that  blessed  stream  as  ever.  Let  us 
hold  a council  of  war.”  “ By  all  means  ; here  is 
a lovely  patch  of  blueberries.  I was  just  going 
to  propose  the  same  thing.” 

We  found  the  berries  very  palatable,  and  our 
council  lasted  more  than  a quarter  of  an  hour. 
We  unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  no  use  trying 
to  reach  that  elusive  river  any  more.  Besides, 
the  fish  were  sure  to  be  smull  anyway.  You 
are  doubtless  familiar  with  the  fable  of  the  fox 
and  the  grapes.  Foxes,  I believe,  don’t  eat  either 
grapes  or  blueberries,  but  they  are  very  useful  in 
pointing  a moral  and  adorning  a tail.  The  council 
broke  up  when  the  blueberries  became  scarcer, 
the  members  having  resolved  to  beat  the  record 
in  the  time  they  took  to  rejoin  their  friends  in 
the  valley.  They  also  resolved  to  take  a circular 
tour,  so  as  to  avoid  the  facilis  descensnt  Averni  at 
the  edge  of  the  falls. 
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Well,  we  did  beat  the  record,  but  not  for  speed. 
We  made  a false  start  by  getting  lost.  We  not 
only  lost  our  bearings,  but  in  hunting  for  some- 
thing nicer  to  walk  on  than  rocks  and  fallen 
trees  we  lost  each  other.  However,  my  friend, 
who  boasted  a special  gift  of  whistling  with  his 
fingers,  made  good  use  of  it,  and  I found  him 
waiting  for  me  by  a fine  blueberry  patch.  As  bis 
lips  were  blue,  I innocently  a^ked  him  if  he  could 
whistle  and  eat  berries  at  the  same  time.  He 
was  unreasonably  offended,  and  replied  with 
dignity  that  his  lips  were  blue  with  whistling.  I 
doubted  the  veracity  of  that  statement,  but  as  he 
was  half  a head  taller,  and  we  were  lost  in 
Canada,  I did  not  say  so.  He  might  have 
returned  alone. 

We  soon  made  it  up,  and  determined  to  stick 
to  each  other  like  brothers  until  we  got  back  to 
Roberval.  Taking  what  we  fondly  imagined  to 
be  an  easterly  direction,  we  found  a dry  ravine 
leading  downwards,  and  following  it  steadily  for 
an  hour,  landed  in  a swamp.  By  the  way,  I am 
not  sure  if  it  is  right  to  say  landed  in  a swamp, 
where  there  is  usually  more  water  than  land. 

We  thought  we  were  lost  again,  and  sat  down 
on  a dry  log  to  rest,  and  plan  out  the  best  means 
of  camping  all  night  in  a Canadian  forest.  My 
friend  said  it  would  be  one  more  experience  added 
to  his  list ; but,  on  the  whole,  he  would  prefer  to 
forego  it.  It  was  very  good  of  him  to  resist  the 
temptation.  Glancing  round,  I suddenly  saw  a 
faint  tract  in  the  reeds  and  loDg  grass  at  the  edge 
of  the  swamp.  A path  ! Hooray  ! It  was  a very 
poor  one  certainly,  still  it  was  a path,  and 
it  seemed  to  lead  in  the  direction  of  the  falls. 
In  twenty  minutes  we  heard  their  roar,  and  in 
ten  more  heard  the  voices  of  our  friends,  who 
had  been  exchansring  bets  as  to  the  cause  of  our 
long  absence.  We  explained  that  we  had  been 
exploring  the  woods,  as  the  river  did  not  seem 
good  enough  for  fishing.  We  were  ashamed  to 
confess  that  we  really  had  lost  our  way,  but  we 
tried  to  be  as  truthful  as  we  could.  It  is  the 
easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  get  lost  in  the  woods 
of  Canada.  If  yon  don’t  believe  me,  after  reading 
the  above,  go  and  try  it.  Of  course,  the  other 
two  had  enjoyed  good  fishing  while  we  poor 
fellows  were  mountaineering,  but  they  kindly 
refrained  from  boasting  very  much  about  their 
success.  They  were  not  good  fish — small  things 
— chiefly  chub,  which  even  the  Indians  throw 
away.  We  told  them  so,  as  it  is  not  good  for 
people  to  be  unduly  elated.  We  also  told  them 
they  would  have  got  more  excitement  (so  they 
would)  if  they  had  climbed  the  mountains  with 
us. 

At  the  grist-mill  we  found  Napoleon  and  his 
team  pawing  the  ground,  so  to  speak,  in  their 
impatience  to  be  off.  We  reached  Itoberval  in  an 
hour,  weary  in  body,  but  well  content  with  our 
varied  experiences  at  the  Ouatchouan  Falls. 

Inverness.  Geo.  T.  Bruce. 


SOME  ANGLING  REMINISCENCES. 


There  are  few  of  us  who  can  look  back  over  a 
long  series  of  years  in  which  angling  has  been 
our  absorbing  pleasure,  without  recalling  some 
incident,  more  or  less  interesting,  though  perhaps 
in  itself  not  worthy  of  special  notice  at  the  time. 
I have  sometimes  thought  that  if  these  ex- 
periences were  more  frequently  gathered  and 
committed  to  paper,  they  might  serve  to  solve 
what  would  otherwise  remain  a mystery,  even  if 
they  did  not  instruct  and  enlighten  us  at  times  on 
matters  which  were,  till  then,  outside  our 
knowledge. 

I had  a season  ticket  on  the  Norwood  Reservoir 
twenty-four  years  ago,  and  for  months  could 
catch  nothing  (use  what  bait  I would),  but  the 
tiniest  of  roach  or  rudd — never  a tench — though 
1 could  see  the  big  fellows  roll  over  like  porpoises 
of  a summer  evening.  At  last  I conceived  a 
notion  and  took  down  one  morning  a lot  of  stiff 
clay  balls,  into  which  I mixed  some  chopped 
worms  ; then  fixed  the  boat  (after  baiting  with 
these),  and,  fishing  an  hour  afterwards  with  lob- 
worms, soon  had  about  a dozen  splendid  tench 
weighing  from  ljjlb.f  to  3|lb.  The  following 
season  a friend  brought  down  a few  thousand 
lob-worms,  with  which  we  baited  three  places  in 
the  same  lake  over  night,  expecting  a grand 
catch  next  morning,  but  not  a bite  ! The  fact  is, 
we  thoughtessly  threw  in  these  worms  whole,  and 


no  doubt  they  disappeared  in  the  mud  im- 
mediately. 

Bank  fishing  at  the  same  reservoir  ayear  later, 
under  the  willows,  a kingfisher  perched  on  the 
top  of  my  rod.  I doubt  whether  many  of  these 
beautiful  birds  are  to  be  seen  about  there  now. 

In  1871,  spinning  for  pike  at  the  Welsh  Harp 
(and  after  taking  two  or  three  nice  little  fish),  I 
gave  my  rod  to  an  old  friend  who  had  never 
fished  in  that  style  before,  and,  passing  a bed  of 
weeds,  he  hooked  an  enormous  pike.  My  friend 
would  give  no  line,  do  all  we  could  to  persuade 
him,  and,  afier  sheer  dragging,  brought  the  fish 
to  the  surface.  We  had  no  gaff,  and  our  net  was 
too  small,  and  in  trying  to  get  the  pike  (a  fish  of 
quite  251b.  or  261b.)  into  the  boat,  the  hooks  came 
away,  and  the  fish  sank  exhausted  before  us, 
leaving  us  to  bewail  his  loss  and  our  own  in- 
sufficiency. 

In  July,  1874,  in  a broiling  sun,  so  hot  that 
I had  to  keep  a wet  handkerchief  over  my  bat, 

I had  ten  large  perch  from  lib.  to  21b.  each  (also 
at  the  Welsh  Harp)  spinning  a blue  phantom 
minnow.  My  line,  a bad  one,  was  always  kinking, 
and,  having  no  net  to  land  the  perch,  five  or  six 
fell  off  the  hooks  in  lifting  them,  or  I would  have 
had  a much  bigger  bag.  As  many  people  say 
winter  is  the  time  to  catch  perch,  this  record  may 
prove  interesting. 

About  four  years  ago  I was  fishing  for  roach 
on  the  Kennet  at  Newbury,  and  as  minnows 
were  troublesome,  I put  on  a larger  hook.  To 
my  surprise  another  minnow  took  me,  and  had  so 
far  gorged  the  bait  that  on  striking  the  large 
hook  came  out  by  the  side  of  its  throat.  I 
instantly  thought  I would  go  a little  higher  up 
by  the  bridge,  and  try  for  a perch  with  the  same 
minnow  (hooked  just  as  I landed  it),  and  had 
scarcely  touched  the  water  when  I had  a run, 
and  also  the  gratification  of  landing  as  beautiful 
a perch  of  21b.  as  ever  I saw.  I do  not  suppose 
such  a thing  would  occur  again  in  my  lifetime. 

Once,  fly-fishing  on  the  Lambourne,  using  a 
large  Coachman  at  dusk,  I hooked  a good  trout, 
which  jumped  up  in  the  air  and  got  away. 
Finding  I had  not  lost  my  fly,  I continued  fish- 
ing, and  hooked  three  more  fish,  all  of  which  I 
lost.  It  was  only  in  the  morning  I discovered 
the  reason — the  barb  of  my  hook  was  broken. 

Some  years  ago  I had  two  days  with  a friend  at 
Winchester,  on  the  Old  Barge  water.  Not  a rise 
did  we  see  on  the  first  day,  and  we  started  early 
next  morning,  but  could  not  spot  a rising  fish. 
Returning  for  breakfast,  however,  there  came  on 
a drizzling  rain,  which  rather  urged  us  forward, 
when  we  saw  coming  along  the  bank  quite  balf  a 
dozen  anglers  who  soon  set  to  work.  On  looking 
again  at  the  river  we  found  it  literally  boiling 
with  rises,  the  fly  (an  olive)  being  quite  thick  on 
the  water,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  I am  sure  I 
saw  twenty  fine  trout  killed,  some  of  them  up  to 
lflb.  and  21b.  All  my  friend  and  I did  was  to 
get  one  fish  and  hook  a swift,  as  we  did  not  have 
the  right  fly;  but  what  astonishes  me  to  this  day 
is  how  that  “ rise  of  anglers  ” came  about.  Who 
told  these  sages  the  right  moment  to  turn  out,  when 
we  had  lost  a whole  day  and  a breakfast  as  well  P 
When  fishing  for  sea  trout  at  Ballynahinch, 
and  in  a backwater  under  the  castle  wall,  my 
large  trout  fly  was  seemingly  taken  under  water, 
and  the  line  run  off  to  the  extent  of  twenty  yards 
or  so.  The  thing  was  so  surprising  I did  not 
think  of  “ striking,”  but  after  a moment’s  pause 
to  see  what  would  happen  next  I wound  up  and 
found  the  line  and  fly  come  back  to  me.  Could  it 
be  that  a salmon  would  run  such  a distance  (not 
hooked)  with  an  artificial  fly  in  its  mouth,  yet  it 
is  certain  something  drew  my  line,  and  it  could 
not  have  been  the  stream. 

Have  you  ever  caught  a weasel  asleep  ? No, 
that  is  not  the  question — but  have  you  ever  put 
fly  upon  fly  over  a nice  pounder  which  you  could 
plainly  see  in  the  lucid  stream  intent  on  some- 
thing, and,  flogging  until  your  arm  ached,  not 
even  get  him  to  look  at  you  P More  than  once 
was  I fishing  on  the  Wandle,  under  such  circum- 
stances, when  my  old  friend  “ Edwin  ” came 
along.  ‘‘What,  can’t  catch  that  trout,  Jimmy? 
let  me  have  a try.”  ‘‘No  use,  dear  boy — fly  not 
right ; he  won’t  look  at  it.”  “ Oh,  fly’s  all  right ! 
is  there  one  on  ? ” This  was  a settler,  and,  do  you 
know,  I have  seen  that  wily  trout  turn  at  Edwin’s 
first  cast,  and  next  time  take  him  in  earnest. 
What  is  there  wonderful  in  this  P That  “ E.”  is 
a past- master,  all  of  us  know,  and  if  I had  not 


been  half  an  hour  over  that  fish  there  would  be 
nothing  difficult  about  it ; but  it  is  strange  how 
ungrateful  some  of  these  old  trout  are,  and  how 
they  like  other  people  better  than  yourself  at 
times.  Somebody  says  “ it  ain’t  exactly  the  fly, 
it’s  the  nasty  way  he  put’s  it,”  and  I suppose  it 
must  be  so. 

It  is  not  often  that  one  sees  a dog  land  fish. 
We  had  a small  retriever  last  year  on  the  Wandle 
that  would  beat  any  landing  net.  He  would  go 
in  when  called,  wait  till  the  fish  was  brought 
within  reach  of  him,  grab  it  across  the  back 
(carefully  avoiding  the  hook),  and  bring  it 
ashore.  One  day  this  sportive  animal  landed  a 
pound  trout  for  me,  and  bolted  off  with  it  to  his 
master  (fifty  yards  above)  giving  fine  play,  and 
my  winch  screaming  all  the  time.  Of  course  in 
this  case,  it  was  I that  was  the  retriever. 

James  Callaghan. 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  BAITS. 


II.— THE  OYSTER. 

The  oyster  is  among  the  least  fiequently  used 
of  sea  baits,  perhaps  because  men  have  found  a 
nobler  use  for  it. 

But  the  beards  of  oysters,  which  are  otherwise 
useless,  are  the  most  suitable  parts  for  bait. 

The  oyster  has  a good  shelf  of  literature  all  to 
itself,  and  ministers  and  legislators  have  busied 
themselves  about  its  diseases  and  reproduction, 
the  effects  of  importing  foreign  breeds,  and  other 
facts  of  economic  importance. 

To  the  naturalist  this  bivalve  is  of  interest,  as 
about  the  only  species  devoid  of  locomotion.  No 
one  has  ever  seen  an  oyster  “ walk  upstairs,”  nor, 
for  the  matter  of  that,  anywhere  else  either. 

Most  other  “ shell-fish  ” (what  a fearful  expres- 
sion it  is,  to  be  sure  !),  at  any  rate  the  limpet, 
mussel,  solen,  and  cockle  can  move,  if  only  slowly, 
over  the  sea  bed. 

The  oyster  alone  has,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  no 
such  power,  and  this  deficiency  has  considerable 
influence  on  all  oyster  legislation,  since  a fixture 
like  the  oyster  can  be  exhausted  as  easily  as  a 
local  cornfield  or  mine  of  gold. 

Acts  are  made,  often  only  to  be  repealed,  and 
some  of  them  are  so  broad  as  to  easily  admit  a 
coach  and  eight.  Let  us  hope  that  we  and  the 
oysters  are  approaching  the  desired  consumma- 
tion. 

A curious  creature  is  this  oyster,  which  we  so 
thoughtlessly  engulph  in  its  costly  dozens.  A 
creature  cramfull  of  anomalies — a living  paradox, 
for  it  has  a mouth,  but  neither  head  nor  eyes,  and 
a heart  without  any  brain,  properly  so  called. 

Indeed,  it  has  a beard  without  any  chin  to  gi’ow 
it  on.  Its  reproduction,  or  spatting,  has  at  times 
puzzled  the  savants  ; and  some  centuries  back  we 
find  old  Alduovandus  confidently  asserting  that 
oysters  were  spontaneously  bred  from  putrifying 
matter. 

There  has  at  all  times  been  a geod  deal  of  con- 
troversy as  to  the  exact  value  of  the  oyster  as 
food.  Dr.  Allinson,  a distinguished  authority  on 
the  subject  of  foods,  does  not  think  very  highly  of 
it;  not  much  indeed  of  any  animal  food. 

I daresay  that  oysters  are  not  phenomenally 
nourishing,  but  they  certainly  are  easily  digested. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  to  qualify  one’s 
rhapsody  with  the  remark  that,  like  all  shell-fish, 
they  disagree  with  certain  constitutions,  and 
induce  dermic  irritation.  Delle  Cniaje  went 
further,  and  asserted  that  during  the  summer 
months  both  oysters  and  mussels  are  actually 
poisonous,  a statement  which  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  open  to  criticism. 

Besides  that  most  rapacious  of  enemies,  man, 
the  oyster  has  to— I was  just  going  to  say  keep 
its  eyes  open,  but  unfortunately  it  has  none — 
encounter  a number  of  other  greedy  aspirants 
to  Rs  favours,  and  these  make  sad  havoc  in  its 
ranks,  because  the  poor  creature  can  neither 
fight  nor  run  away. 

The  whelk  is  chief  among  these  ; nor  must  we 
forget  the  ‘‘whelk  tingle,”  which  bores  through 
the  shell  and  sucks  out  the  occupant ; the  all- 
devouring  starfish;  barnacles,  mussels,  Hernella, 
Chiona,  and  a few  birds.  One  occasionally  opens 
an  oyster  with  a greenish  tinge.  This  may  or 
not  be  a Noli  me  iangere.  It  may  arise  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  green  weeds,  or  it  may  be  due 
to  traces  of  copper,  as  in  the  oysters  dredged 
hear  the  Mumbles,  in  Wales.  The  latter  are  to 
be  avoided.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
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THE  SOUTHERN  TASMANIAN 
ANGLERS'  CLUB. 

( From  the  Tasmanian  News,  Sept.  1H,  1801-.) 
An  wo  wore  rummaging  through  some  old  papers 
lust  night  wo  came  upon  a closely-printed  card. 
At  a first  glance  it  looked,  by  all  the  world,  like 
tho  rules  of  a debating  association.  When  we 
turned  the  pastboard  over  wo  found  that  it  was 
tho  code  of  rules  of  the  Southern  Tasmanian  Kish 
I 'reservation  Society  and  Angiers’  Club.  It  was 
the  first  lorcible  reminder  of  tho  existence  of  that 
body  since  wo  read  of  its  birth.  We  delight  to 
hear  the  shorter  title,  “Anglers’  Club,”  although 
it  is  provokingly  suggestive.  Old  times  were 
once  moro  revived,  and  we  surrendered  ourselves 
to  the  pleasurablo  feeling  which  only  anglers  seem 
to  enjoy  to  the  full — the  recollections  of  delightful 
days  and  heavy  baskets.  Many  a time  and  oft 
has  the  enthusiastic  angler  brushed 

with  hasty  steps  the  dews  away, 

To  meet  tho  sun  upon  the  upland  lawn. 

What  was  the  refrain  of  chatty  old  Isaac  Walton’s 
songr1 

Of  recreation  there  is  none 
So  free  as  fishing  is  alone  ; 

All  other  pastimes  do  no  less 
Then  mind  and  body  doth  possess  ; 

My  hand  alone  my  work  can  do, 

So  I can  fish  and  study  too. 

Numbers  of  our  piscatorial  friends  will  recollect 
the  breezy  talk  on  that  fine  fresh  May  morning 
well  nigh  three  hundred  years  ago. 

I^ow  angling  par  excellence  is  fly-fishing,  a 
species  of  sport  little  practised  and  little  under- 
stood here.  That  being  so,  we  hope  that  the 
members  of  the  year-old  Anglers’  Club  of 
Southern  Tasmania  are  looking  to  their  rods 
and  tackle  for  immediate  use,  for  we  find  that 
they  have  laid  it  down  in  their  rules  that  the 
“ angling  season  shall  be  from  the  1st  Sept,  to 
the  filst  May  inclusive,  except  in  the  case  of  those 
fish  for  which  a close  season  has  been  proclaimed 
by  the  Fisheries  Act.”  Until  the  past  day  or  two 
September  has  been  in  a surly  mood  ; but  as  the 
weather  now  promises  well  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  our  club  friends  how  they  get  on. 
These  jolly  fellows — all  anglers  are,  or  ought  to 
be,  jolly  fellows — were  animated  by  the  true 
A al  tom  an  spirit  when  they  announced  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  club  to  be  “ the  promotion 
of  a feeling  of  fellowship  amongst  anglers 
generally,  by  constant  intercourse  through  the 
medium  of  a society  room.”  We  have  seen  in 
years  gone  by  more  selfishness  than  “ fellowship 
amongst  fishermen,  in  boat  and  steamer,  at 
Risdon,  Elwick,  Berriedale,  and  Bridgewater. 
There  was  no  sort  of  fremasonry,  no  clubbable 
feeling,  each  was  for  himself.  A fraternity  of 
genuine  anglers  soon  get  rid  of  those  unpleasant 
traits,  and  the  local  association  will,  we  trust, 
succeed  in  doing  so.  We  notice  that  the  Anglers’ 
Club  secured  His  Excellency  Lord  Gormanston 
as  patron,  and  we  suppose  a re-election  will  take 
place  before  the  month  expires.  We  have  not 
beard  of  his  Lordship’s  prowess  as  an  angler 
in  Tasmania;  but  that  will  no  doubt  be 
demonstrated  by-and-bye,  for  he  earned,  we 
understand,  the  reputation  of  being  a keen 
and  successful  fisherman  in  both  Ireland  and 
Scotland.  The  Viscount  strikes  us  as  being 
less  credulous  than  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  who,  by- 
the-bye,  seems  to  be  lamenting  his  lack  of  luck  in 
his  native  island  of  Shetland.  But  when  Sir 
Robert  goes  in  for  comparisons  between  the  Laud 
o Cakes  and  the  Beautiful  Isle  of  the  Sea  he 
must  not  confine  his  attention  to  small  game  in 
obscure  parts  of  Ultima  Thule.  He  should  get 
ready  his  spliced  rod  and,  properly  accoutred,  ply 
some  good  water  with  a Silver  Doctor,  a Jock 
Scott,  or  other  deadly  fly.  That  was  certainly  a 
oig  fash  Sir  liobert  killed  in  the  Huon,  which  Sir 
Ihomas  Brady  did  not  say  was  not  a true  salmon. 

Curiously  enough  the  resurrection  of  the 
Anglers  Club  card  reminded  us  of  an  interesting 
number  of  the  Fishing  (Gazette  kindly  furnished 
to  us  by  Lord  GormanstOD,  and  which  we  laid 
aside  for  future  use.  It  is  the  March  issue,  and 
contains  an  article  by  “Rux,”  entitled,  “Are 
they  Salmon  !J " After  giving  a very  brief 
history  _ of  attempts  at  acclimatisation  in 

lasmaniau  waters,  the  writer  remarks  : 

in  Oct.,  1876,  one  of  the  Fishery  Commis- 
sioners caught  with  an  artificial  fly  from  a boat 


just  below  the  Falls  at  Now  Norfolk,  on  the  Der- 
went, a fish — ono  of  a numerous  shoal  then  pass- 
ing up  tho  river — which  was  pronounced  by  all 
who  saw  it  to  bo  a true  salmon.  In  Jan.,  1877,  a 
beautiful  specimen  of  tho  same  species  as  above, 
weighing  SJlb.,  was  captured  by  the  governor  of 
tho  island.  In  Fob.,  1878,  a fine  fish,  weighing 
61b.,  was  taken  two  miles  below  Hobart,  that 
presented  so  many  characteristics  of  the  true 
salmon  that  the  head  was  transmitted  to  J’ro- 
fessor  McCoy  for  examination,  and  his  verdict 
was,  ' A true  salmon.’  ” 

“ Rux  ” then  proceeds  to  say  that  he  had  inter- 
viewed Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  whom  he  describes 
as  “a  very  sound  authority  on  fishing  and  game 
fish,  more  especially  those  that  frequent  the 
waters  of  tho  island  over  which  he  ruled  for  so 
many  years.” 


g»cotd)  ilotes. 

By  Mac. 

I understand  that  Mr.  Keith  Knowles,  of  the 
I’anmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell,  N.B.,  is  negotiating 
for  an  extensive  stretch  of  salmon  fishing  which 
he  intends  to  conjoin  with  his  present  fishery  of  the 
river  North  Esk. 

The  past  sea  trout  angling  season  on  Loch 
Stack  that  for  July,  August,  and  September  of 
the  present  year — is  reported  to  have  proved  an 
immense  success,  being  better  nearly  all  along 
than  that  of  any  of  the  dozen  years  preceding  it. 

The  Naver  in  salmon  and  grilse  angling  showed 
up  well  this  year,  yielding  to  the  rods  collectively 
a good  deal  more  sport  than  it  has  done  for 
several  years  past.  On  its  tributary,  the  little 
Mallert,  which  falls  in  a short  way  below  Loch 
Naver,  a finecatch  of  fish  was  made  on  one  or  two 
different  days.  

It’s  all  kept  dark  about  the  Thurso  nowadays  ; 
but  yet,  despite  all  precautions,  some  news  will 
be  found  to  leak  out.  The  aDgling  is  now  (as 
it  has  been  for  some  years  past)  in  the  hands  of  a 
party  or  syndicate,  the  netting  has  been  greatly 
moderated,  and  fish  culture,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  stock  of  fish,  is  being  carried  on. 
Such  being  the  case  it  is  almost  needless  to  say 
that  in  a season  of  good  angling  waters  an 
improvement  in  the  sport  may  reasonably  be 
looked  for.  Recently  I met  one  of  the  rods,  who 
informed  me  that  the  spring  angling,  both  of  last 
year  and  this  year  on  the  Thurso  and  Loch  More 
(Caithness),  “ did  very  -well  indeed,  and  that  all 
were  satisfied  that  the  arrangements  now  existing 
were  greatly  enhancing  sport,  and  proving  bene- 
ficial to  the  fishery  generally.” 

Down  the  Ellon  way,  and  on  the  reaches  a little 
above  that,  a little  sport  with  very  good  fish  was 
had  just  at  the  end.  However,  the  back-end 
season  of  this  year  on  the  Ythan,  as  a whole, 
cannot  be  said  to  have  proved  anything  short  of 
a most  signal  failure. 

All  the  famous  autumn  finnock  streams  of 
Aberdeenshire — Ebrie,  Bronie,  Blackwater,  Ugie, 
Cruden,  Philorth  — owing  to  the  continued 
drought,  gave  practically  no  sport  until  within 
a week  of  the  close  of  the  season,  when  galore  of 
rain  fell,  causing  the  fish  to  run,  and  enabling 
“ wormers,”  in  some  cases,  to  end  up  the  angling 
year  with  pretty  good  takes. 


obtained.  Several  famous  “ prawners  ” from  other 
rivers  were  “ down  ” or  “ up  ” on  purpose  to  show 
the  Spey  men  how  it  could  be  done. 


During  the  last  ten  days  of  tho  season,  when  the 
water  was  drumly  and  frequent!  y spating,  anglers 
were  out  in  strong  force  on  the  Ilervie,  Luther,  and 
West  water,  and  got  good  takes,  with  worm,  of 
the  Gib.  and  4lb.  (average)  fish.  “ Mongrels,” 
hybrids,  “ crosses,”  bulls — all  sea  trout,  but  of 
all  colours,  sizes,  and  markings  imaginable,  for 
a heavy  run  of  which,  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
these  small  streams  have  such  a great  reputation. 
It  is  said  that  the  fiat  has  gone  forth  from  the 
Fishery  Boards  to  kill  every  one  that  can  be  got 
of  these  fishes.  It’s  the  worm  they  are  said  to 
be  taken  with  when  crowding  the  pools.  But  I 
suspect  there  is  something  deadlier  than  that. 
The  spoon-bait  “ rippie,”and  the  triangle  of  large 
hooks  with  a lump  of  lead  an  inch  behind  it,  are 
said  to  be  most  nailing  hails ! 


One  of  our  best  autumn  rivers,  the  Spey, 
although  doing  relatively  better  than  many 
others,  did  not  do  well  during  the  past  autumn 
season.  True,  a great  plenty  of  fish  ascended 
(as  was  quite  admitted),  but  too  long  and  too 
often  the  water  was  on  the  low  side  for  them  to 
run  freely.  Consequently,  instead  of  inclining 
or  being  able  to  pusfa  on  and  disperse,  they  stuck 
— the  mass  of  ihem  at  least — in  the  lower  or  more 
seaward  ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  river,  along  which 
much  the  best  sport  was  obtained.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon’s  extensive  fishery,  and 
the  beats  up  to  as  far  as  Rothes,  fished  now  and 
then  very  well,  and  on  some  of  them  the  season’s 
fishing  was  an  average  one.  With  the  prawn 
which  was  much  in  evidence — more  than  ever 
previously — most  of  the  best  day’s  results  were 


For  sea  trout  and  whitling  the  angling  of  the 
present  year  on  Scotch  waters  (rivers,  streams, 
lochs,  estuaries,  and  kyles),  taking  them  gener- 
ally, proved  very  good;  indeed,  fish  were, 
to  all  appearance,  very  plentiful.  On  the  early 
rivers,  as  a whole,  the  late  spring  finnock  fishing 
did  specially  well.  All  over  the  highlands  the 
sea  trout  fishing  in  summer  was  a great  success. 
Generally  speaking,  for  most  of  the  time  in  July 
and  August  (the  two  best  months)  anglers  had 
not  to  complain  of  too  little  water,  and  with 
plenty  of  fish  to  fish  for,  the  fishing  was  good  in 
consequence.  Owing  to  the  round  running 
waters  in  the  rivers,  angling  in  kyles  and 
estuaries  suffered  somewhat,  but,  nevertheless,  it 
was  quite  up  to  the  average.  The  finnock  fishing 
of  the  autumn  on  the  late  and  the  long-seasoned 
rivers  opened  well,  but  the  long  spell  of  drought 
knocked  it  on  the  head.  But  for  this  the  season 
all  through,  it  is  safe  to  say,  would  have  proved  a 
remarkable  one  for  sea  trout  angling  in  Scotland. 


During  the  first  half  of  July  the  rods  on  the 
fine  sporting  river  Grudie  or  Dionard,  near  Cape 
Wrath,  had  a capital  time  of  it  with  the  salmon 
and  grilse,  but  during  the  second  half  of  the 
month  sport  fell  off  very  much  by  reason  of 
drought.  Loch  Dionard  (at  the  head  of  the  river 
proper),  which  is  one  of  the  finest  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea  trout  angling  lochs  in  the  whole  of  the 
Highlands,  gave  some  good  angling,  but  it  was 
seldom  fished,  because  of  being  so  difficult  to  get 
at.  In  the  same  district  at  Sutherlandshire  there 
was  a capital  season’s  sea  trout  fishing  on  the 
waters  connected  with  the  hotels  at  Rhiconich 
and  Scourie.  The  Durness  kyle  further  north, 
the  most  famous  kyle  in  Scotland  for  sea  trout, 
gave  nothing  better  than  an  average  fishiDg.  It 
did  well  up  to  the  end  of  J une,  but  lost  ground 
thereafter,  owing  to  a great  head  of  the  fish 
running  away  up  the  Dionard  with  the  occasional 
rushes  of  water  about  that  time. 


Angling  of  a gratifying  nature,  chiefly  with 
fly,  was  had  on  most  of  the  salmon  rivers  of  the 
south-west  coast  during  the  last  fortnight  of  the 
season.  

Although  the  water  was  a trifle  low  during 
most  of  the  time,  a very  good  salmon  angling 
season  was  experienced  by  the  anglers  on  the 
River  Ness.  All  the  important  beats  gave  quite 
an  average  fishing.  

During  the  back-end,  Deveron  and  Ness  did 
much  the  best  of  all  the  salmon  rivers  of  the 
east  coast.  It  is  all  the  more  remarkable  that 
the  former,  in  an  autumn  of  such  dearth  of  sport 
nearly  all  round,  should  have  given  somewhat 
better  than  an  average  fishing.  Scarcely  at  any 
time  was  it  too  low;  often  it  was  too  high,  filling 
repeatedly  and  keeping  the  fish  unsettled.  Yet, 
between  the  rises,  which  for  a while  were  almost 
daily,  the  fish  took  very  well.  A greater  head  of 
fish,  old  experts  confidently  stated,  had  not  for 
many  autumns  past  been  seen.  Ono  proprietor 
writes  mo:  “On  my  section  oighty-two  fish  were 
killed,  which  is  the  highest  number  on  record, 
and  this  even  though  I did  not  fish  much  myself.” 
A big  total  was  run  up  on  the  milos  oi  free  wator 
at  Iluntly. 
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In  the  Annan,  which  does  not  close  until  the 
15th,  the  fish  still  keep  running  freely.  Latterly 
some  fair  takes  have  been  got,  but  as  yet  few 
anglers  have  scored  up  to  their  expectations. 
The  river  is  now,  so  far  as  can  be  judged,  well 
stocked  ; and  by  the  time  this  appears  in  print  it 
may  have  got  into  good  angling  trim — in  other 
words,  steadied.  If  so,  sport  is  likely  to  be  rife 
until  the  end.  An  even-running  water,  with  the 
pools  well  stocked  with  fish  which  for  the  time 
have  ceased  to  run,  is  all  in  favour  of  good  results 
to  the  rods,  center  is  paribus.  For  awhile,  previous 
to  the  middle  of  the  present  week,  the  water  had 
been  more  in  a fish-running  than  in  a fish- 
catching  state.  

The  Luce,  the  Stirchar,  and  the  Kirkcudbright- 
shire Dee  all  gave  some  very  good  angling  for 
salmon  just  before  the  close  of  the  season.  The 
trouting,  in  the  prime  months,  was  a success  on 
these  rivers.  


The  Tay,  which  so  annoyed  anglers  during  the 
past  autumn  angling  season — cut  them  clean  out 
of  sport  by  perversely  keeping  so  continuously 
low,  is  now  spating,  when  there  is  no  need  for  it ; 
and  far  better  that  it  should  not,  that  early  fish 
which  have  begun  to  spawn  should  get  on  to  the 
safer  redds  more  in  midstream  of  the  river  itself 
as  well  as  its  tributaries. 


If  those  who  require  ova  of  early  fish  for 
hatcheries  have  not  already  gone  in  search  they 
should  do  so  at  once,  otherwise  they  may  be 
too  late,  as  different  parties  found  themselves 
last  year.  Three  weeks  ago  spawners  were  on 
the  redds  of  the  far  inland  feeders  of  the  Tay,  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee,  and  the  early  rivers  of  the 
“ far  North.”  Collectors  of  ova  for  hatcheries 
ought  always  to  be  early  on  the  ground  pro- 
specting.   

The  Beauly,  Inverness-shire  ; the  Blackwater, 
Ross-shire ; the  Brora,  Sutherlandshire ; and 
the  Awe,  Argyllshire,  afforded  salmon  anglers 
extra  good  sport  during  their  season  this 
year.  

The  absence  of  rain  utterly  ruined  the  River 
Earn  back-end  salmon  angling.  Practically  all 
the  fish  caught  were  got  below  the  notorious 
Dupplin  Dykes,  which  from  the  waters  being  so 
low  rendered  further  ascent  impossible.  These 
obstructions,  it  is  said,  have  caused,  and  are 
causing,  a great  deal  of  agitation  and  ill-feeling. 
Why  don’t  the  upper  proprietors  combine  and 
buy  them  up,  and  so  put  an  end  to  all  this  clamour 
and  bad  blood?  There  was  not  in  the  autumn, 
until  within  four  or  five  days  of  the  end  of  the 
fishing,  a spate,  or  even  the  semblance  of  a spate. 
A correspondent  says : “ On  the  last  few  days 
many  anglers  were  out  about  Crieff  and  on  the 
middle  reaches  fishing  for  sea  trout,  of  which 
several  heavy  takes  were  got,  weighing  from  151b. 
up  to  301b.  A tremendous,  almost  unprecedented, 
run  of  fish  has  now  taken  place,  and  not  a few 
experienced  anglers  fear  a severe  outbreak  of  the 
salmon  disease  during  the  winter,  owing  to  the 
extraordinarily  large  number  of  fish  that  must  be 
in  the  water.”  


Wiutetii  the  Mackay  : “An  early  spawning 
season  for  the  Dee  is  now  a surety.  Mr.  George 
Duncan,  fishery  inspector,  was  at  Braemar  the 
other  day.  He  says  : ‘ I have  been  successful  in 
getting  the  above  stocked  (i.e.,  the  Deeside  salmon 
hatchery)  with  splendid  ova  from  the  Dee  above 
the  Linn,  and  a few  hundred  thousand  from  the 
Cluny.  If  you  remember,  it  was  January  before 
I had  it  properly  stocked  for  last  season,  so  I am 
early,  and  I confidently  anticipate  an  early  season. 
There  were  plenty  of  ripe  fi-h  in  the  upper 
waters,  and  during  my  operations  in  the  Braemar 
districts  I had  some  splendid  salmon  — real 
beauties.  I am  getting  the  rearing  pond 
finished.’  


“Mu.  Watson,  on  the  Woodend  water,  had  a 
rare  turn  of  luck  on  the  day  prior  to  the  close. 
He  landed  eight  fish  to  his  own  rod,  scaling  from 
161b.  to  ‘241b.  in  weight.  They  had  twenty-seven 
fish  in  the  last  six  days.  Something  like  old 
times,  eh!  But  how  few  fisheries  have  such 
records.  The  odds  are  all  the  other  way. 


“ Lessees  are  very  reticent  about  their  total 
bags  being  known.  I can  understand  this  in  a 
good  season,  but  in  one  like  this  why  it  is  the 
best  way  of  getting  down  rents.  On  the  other 
hand,  proprietors  fishing  or  letting  their  own 
waters  have  an  eye  to  business.  I have  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  their  totals  when  good.” 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes: — “'Were 
you  out  on  that  dreadful  day  of  wind  and  rain, 
the  31st  Oct.?*  Wasn’t  it  fearful?  The  first 
real  rainy  day  we  had  for  about  three  months, 
and  then  to  come  on  the  very  last  day  of  the 
fishing ! It  was  the  last  straw  to  the  camel’s 
back,  and  effectually  broke  it.  But  I may  men- 
tion here  parenthetically  what  the  Meteorological 
Office  has  been  saying  about  Aberdeen.  During 
the  last  week  of  October,  London  had  eleven 
hours  of  sunshine ; Parsonstown  (in  Ireland  I 
presume)  had  seventeen ; Aberdeen  had  during 
the  same  time  no  less  than  thirty-two  hours ! 
This  grand  excess  of  fine  weather  accounts  for 
all  our  shortcomings — but  the  last  day  made  up 
for  a lot,  and  many  anglers  imagined  that  a 
waterspout  had  begun  to  empty  itself  on  their 
devoted  heads.  And  it  was  only  for  one  day  too, 
for  the  1st  Nov.  broke  smiling  and  clear,  and  the 
weather  has  remained  so  ever  since.  The  clerk 
of  the  weather  must  have  meant  to  give  them 
their  hearts  desire  before  they  separated  for  a 
season.  The  wind  up  on  the  river  Don  was  much 
the  same  as  it  has  always  been — good  fishing  to 
those  who  could  fish — nothing  at  all  to  those 
who  couldn’t.  By  good  fishing  I mean  a bag  of 
seventeen  salmon  in  one  day.  That  was  accom- 
plished ; also  thirteen ; and  eight  fish  was  not 
uncommon.  The  last  fortnight  of  September  and 
the  first  fortnight  of  October  were  blank;  but 
the  fish  which  came  up  latterly  were  really  in 
splendid  condition.  The  biggest  taken  39 Jib.  as 
bright  as  clean  polished  silver.  Weights  of  271b. 
and  281b.  were  frequent.  Some  are  inclined  to 
say  it  was  a “duffer’s  year;”  good  experienced 
fishermen  spending  blank  days  and  novices 
hooking  fish  the  first  cast.  But  it  is  always  the 
unexpected  that  happens  in  fishing. 

What  is  the  theory  about  sea  lice?  Isn’t  it 
believed  that  they  don’t  live  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  in  fresh  water  ? Well,  listen  to  this. 
An  angler  bought  a Devon  minnow  of  a particular 
colour,  and  a gut  trace,  and  hied  him  to  the 
nether  Don.  Suspecting  no  evil,  he  gaily  cast  the 
Devon  into  the  stream ; it  was  waited  for,  like 
Jonah  in  the  storm ; it  was  swallowed,  and 
the  angler  saw  it  no  more  for  the  present, 
not  a piece  of  his  gut  trace.  Well,  a week 
exactly  passed,  and  that  disconsolate  angler  was 
again  hovering  in  the  neighbourhood,  when  he 
was  called  to  gaff  a fish.  He  deftly  plied  the  hook, 
and  when  the  fish  was  on  the  grass  it  not  only  ex- 
hibited his  lost  Devon  minnow  alongside  the 
bait  it  was  caught  with,  but  it  was  also  covered 
with  sea  lice.  This  was  given  me  as  a fact.  What 
solution  for  the  sea  lice  puzzle  ? But,  perhaps, 
they  were  only  “stuffin’’  me.  On  the  lower 
portions  of  the  Dee,  the  only  part  worth  speaking 
of  is  the  Maryculter  and  Telbouries  section,  about 
two  miles  long,  yielded  sixty-three  fish.  Twenty- 
five  of  these  were  taken  with  a new  fly,  the  inven- 
tion of  C.  Duff  Gordon,  Esq  , of  Maryculter,  and 
quite  unlike  the  usual  style  of  flies  for  the  Dee. 
Mr.  Gordon  firmly  believes  that  fly-fishing  will 
prevail  on  the  Dee  before  long,  and  that  the 
number  of  fish  taken  annually  will  be  greater 
instead  of  less.  Strange  to  say,  a neighbour  fish- 
ing the  water  just  above  Mr.  Gordon,  and  who 
was  also  a confirmed  flyman,  worked  for  weeks 
for  nothing,  two  fish  at  most  within  a fortnight. 
Exasperation  reached  an  unendurable  point ; his 
own  flies  had  formerly  held  with  the  best.  But 
six  or  eight  blank  days  tames  the  most  fiery  self- 
confidence,  and  a pattern  of  the  new  delusion  was 
secured.  Result — A fish  the  first  cast?  This 
also  was  given  me  for  a fact,  and  I know  that  in 
this  case  they  were  not  ‘ stuffin  ’ me.” 

Errata. — In  Scotch  Notes  last  week  the  words 
“ A dear  friend  ” were  misprinted  for  “ A doctor- 
friend,”  and  the  trout  were  doubtless  “ sea  trout,” 
not  “ brown  trout”;  late  in  October,  of  course. 

* I was  out,  and  caught  a fush  (in  the  rising  water) 
with  the  p roon,  but  very  soon  had  to  give  in,  fearing 
being  blown  in  by  the  hurricane,  or  getting  half  drooned 
by  the  rain. 


RATE  AT  WHICH  SALMON  TRAVEL. 

(From  Forest  and  Stream.) 

We  all  know  that  the  Forest  and  Stream  is  a 
groat  educator.  And  yet,  while  its  columns 
teem  with  the  opinions  and  researches  of  the 
most  learned,  there  always  seems  to  be  room  for 
those  of  us  of  more  plebeian  stock  to  air  them- 
selves and  our  opinions. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  the  observation  that 
many  important  truths  have  found  their  way  to 
the  public  through  the  columns  of  the  great 
sporting  paper  from  the  pens  of  common  every- 
day sportsmen.  This  is  encouraging,  and  I take 
the  liberty  of  making  a few  more  suggestions 
regarding  that  prolific  subject,  the  life  history  of 
the  salmon.  . . 

That  eminent  student  of  the  subject,  Livingston 
Stone,  by  very  careful  estimates  determined  that 
the  salmon  travel  at  the  rate  of  about  two  miles 
a day  in  the  Sacramento,  and  about  three  miles  a 
a day  in  the  Columbia.  At  that  time  my  friend, 
Judge  Greene,  pointed  out  that  if  such  was  the 
case  more  than  200  days  would  be  required  for 
the  salmon  to  reach  their  beds  in  the  headwaters 
of  the  Columbia.  In  fact  it  would  require  nearly 
or  quite  three  hundred  days,  for  some  of  the 
spawning  beds  are  about  a thousand  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  I do  not  know  upon 
what  facts  or  data  Professor  Stone  made  his  cal- 
culations, but  believe  that  there  may  possibly  be 
some  mistake  about  it.  The  McGowans,  of  the 
Cascades,  have  been  engaged  at  that  place 
and  at  Astoria  for  many  years,  in  handling  and 
canning  salmon,  and  they  are  regarded  as  among 
the  most  observing  students  of  the  habits  of  the 
salmon  from  a strictly  business  standpoint.  The 
Cascades  are  about  138  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia,  and  the  McGowans  always  make  it 
a point  to  keep  themselves  thoroughly  posted  on 
the  “ runs  ” of  the  salmon,  so  as  to  be  prepared 
to  receive  them  when  they  reach  the  Cascades. 
James  McGowan  informs  me  that  they  always 
calculate  that  the  “ run  ” will  reach  them  in  from 
ten  to  twelve  days  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
That  would  make  the  rate  of  travel  from  about 
eleven  to  fourteen  miles  a day.  The  McGowans 
are  careful  and  successful  men  in  this  cannery 
business,  and  know  whereof  they  speak. 

I have  read  with  great  interest  the  paper  on 
“The  Chinook  Salmon,”  read  bv  Prof.  Stone  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Am.  Fisheries  Soc.,  at 
Philadelphia,  1894.  It  is  masterly.  In  fact,  the 
very  best  thing  I have  ever  read  on  the  subject. 
The  friendly  controversy  that  for  years  lias  been 
going  on  in  the  columns  of  Forest  and  Stream  on 
this  subject,  may  now  be  considered  as  about 
settled.  He  sums  the  whole  subject  up  in  these 
few  words : “ The  truth  is  that  the  evidence 
compels  us  to  admit  both  of  these  apparently 
conflicting  facts,  namely,  that  salmon  can  and 
do  live  for  months  in  freshwater  without  food, 
and  that  they  can  and  do  feed  during  some  of 
the  time  that  they  are  in  fresh  water.”  _ 

Doubtless  that  is  the  correct  conclusion  from 
the  facts  as  stated  by  Professor  Stone,  and  as 
observed  by  all  of  us  who  have  given  the  subject 
any  consideration.  J.  Roberts  Mead. 

The  run  of  salmon  has  been  the  best  for  yeara, 
and  the  cannery  men  are  correspondingly  all 
happy.  It  is  certainly  interesting  to  observe  and 
pleasant  to  contemplate  the  fact  that  the  royal 
chinook  is  not  yet  extinct,  notwithstanding  the 
hoary  prognostications  of  our  pessimists.  I wish 
that  every  man  interested  in  the  subject  of 
salmon,  and  particularly  in  that  part  of  it  rela- 
ting to  the  feeding  habits  of  the  salmon  while  in 
fresh  water,  could  read  Livingston  Stone’s 
delightful  paper  presented  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  American  Fisheries  Society.  To  my  mind 
it  is  the  ablest  presentation  of  the  subject  ever 
published,  and  I am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Stone 
has  at  last  given  us  fellows  that  believe  that 
salmon  do  feed  to  a degree  while  in  fresh  water 
a little  encouragement  for  the  faith  that  is  within 
us.  You  know  that  the  U.  S.  Commission  have 
always  and  invariably  heretofore  declared  un- 
reservedly that  the  salmon  do  not  feed  at  all 
while  in  fresh  water.  I see  that  Mr.  Stone  has 
modified  that  declaration  to  the  extent  that  while 
they  can  and  do  live  for  months  in  fresh  water 
without  food,  they  can  and  do  feed  during  some 
of  the  time  that  they  are  in  fresh  water.  1 guess 
that  is  about  the  size  of  it. — S.  H.  Greene. 
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A PLEA  FOR  WELSH  STREAMS. 

By  T.  J.  Evans. 

Indications  would  seem  to  point  to  tlio  proscnt 
as  the  golden  ago  of  angling.  WitneHB  the  im- 
posing  array  of  angling  clubs  and  societies 
enrolled  in  each  issue  of  tlio  Fishing  Gazette,  not 
to  mention  untold  hundreds,  of  more  humble 
pretensions,  whose  doings  no  paper  records,  or 
witness  the  numbers  of  its  votaries  that  throng 
our  railway  stations  during  a Marik  holiday. 
Stroams,  rotiredly  situated,  which,  at  one 
timo,  and  that  within  living  memory,  scarce 
showed  a vestige  of  the  angler’s  tread,  aro  now 
plied  “not  wisely  hut  too  well.”  A present  day 
Waltonian,  therefore,  in  order  to  make  a fair  hid 
for  success,  must  seek  some  bye-place  of  Nature, 
fir  removed  from  the  “ madding  crowd.”  Even 
then,  unless  he  emulate  the  example  of  the  pro- 
verbial early  bird,  ho  may  awako  to  the  unpleasant 
reflection  that  a march  has  been  stolen  upon  him, 
and  that  others  have  reaped  the  first-fruits  of 
the  speckled  spoil. 

What  then,  it  may  here  be  pertinent  to  ask,  is 
the  outlook  for  the  future ; what  the  prospects 
before  those  who  shall  pursue  “the  gentle  art  ” a 
generation  or  so  hence  ? Not,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
of  a very  promising  nature;  for,  whilst,  as  before 
implied,  anglers  are  largely  on  the  increase,  their 
“happy  hunting  grounds  ” are  slowly  but  none 
the  less  surely  becoming  diminished  both  as 
regards  number  and  extent.  More  especially  is 
this  true  of  Wales,  and  of  South  Wales  in  parti- 
cular, where,  of  recent  years,  many 
of  its  most  promising  streams  have 
been  rendered  hopelessly  fatal  to 
the  support  of  aquatic  life.  The 
Taff  and  its  tributaries — two  of 
them  of  goodly  size — the  Ely,  the 
Tawe,  the  Rbymney,  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Neath,  are  but  a 
few  amongst  many  that  might  be 
mentioned  as  instances  in  point. 

The  cause,  or  rather  causes,  contri- 
buting to  this  effect  are  not  far  to 
seek.  The  streams  themselves  tell 
an  “ower  true  tale;”  and  he  who 
runs  may  read  the  indications  on 
their  rank,  discoloured  waters.  The 
channel  of  one,  at  various  stages 
of  its  career,  will  be  found  almost 
choked  with  refuse  from  industrial 
concerns ; the  bed  of  another  tainted 
and  defiled — the  outcome  of  an 
inadequate  or  defective  drainage 
system. 

Not  un  frequently,  both  these  evils 
are  found  combined,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Taff  and  its  two  largest 
tributaries.  These  streams  drain 
an  immense  extent  of  country,  com- 
monly known  as  “the  Rhondda,” 
which  is  at  once  the  most  prosperous  of 
all  Welsh  mining  districts  and  the  most 
densely  populated  in  the  kingdom.  The 
numerous  towns  scattered  at  short  intervals  over 
these  valleys  yield,  collectively,  a population 
verging  on  150,000,  but,  up  to  a few  months  back, 
incredible  as  it  may  appear,  they  possessed  no 
system  of  drainage,  not  even  the  merest  apology 
for  one — the  sewage,  in  contravention  of  all  the 
known  laws  of  health,  being  directed  into  the 
rivers  that  loved  their  banks. 

1 he  Taff — once  a limpid  stream,  clear  as  crystal, 
and  prolific  both  of  salmon  and  trout,  was,  until 
lately,  literally  an  open  sewer,  spreading  sickness 
and  disease  all  along  its  course.  So  serious  and 
threatening  had  become  its  condition  that,  even 
at  Cardiff,  where  it  empties  itself  into  the  Bristol 
Channel,  and  which  is  distant  from  the  nearest 
scene  of  pollution  some  twelve  miles,  it  was 
regarded  as  a standing  menace  to  the  health  of 
the  town.  Although  somewhat  slow  to  recoguise 
the  necessity  for  action  in  the  matter,  it  is,  never- 
theless, due  to  the  officials  of  the  Cardiff  Corpora- 
tion that  this  crying  evil,  if  not  completely 
remedied,  has  been  at  leastappreciably  mitigated. 

Much  more  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  another 
direction.  Collieries  and  various  other  industries 
still  find  a harbour  for  their  refuse  in  its  bed. 
Its  waters,  consequently,  are  coloured  to  such  an 
inky  blackness  that  they  might  almost  serve  the 
purposes  of  an  ordinary  writing  fluid.  The  deso- 
lating effects  of  such  pollution  arc  indeed  painful 
to  behold. 


The  vegetable  growths  that  fringe  its  banks 
are  coated  with  a thick,  grimy  deposit;  the 
shrubs  and  bushes  present  a withered  half-lifeless 
appearance  ; even  those  hardy  natives  of  the  soil, 
the  long  nameless  weeds  that  flourish  in  such 
luxuriance  on  rural  riversides,  prove  unequal  to 
the  strain,  and  droop  dejectedly  over  the  water. 
And  when  Nature  is  in  the  hey-day  of  its  charms 
— redolent  of  flowers,  radiant  with  the  lilv  and 
the  rose — can  anything  be  conceived  more  dis- 
pleasing to  the  sense,  more  out  of  keeping  with 
the  fitness  of  things,  than  a stream  of  sable  waters 
exhaling  noxious  vapours  the  while  it  winds 
through  plains  gleaming  with  verdure  and 
meadows  fragrant  with  scents  of  new  mown  hay  ? 

I have  singled  out  this  river  for  special  men- 
tion, not  that  it  is  one  whit  worse  than  many 
others  that  could  be  named  ; but  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prominent 
of  South  Wales  streams,  and  because  it  affords  a 
striking  though  sad  illustration  of  what  pollu- 
tion, wanton  and  incessant,  can  in  a brief  space 
accomplish.  I have  said  its  condition  is  no  worse 
than  that  of  many  others ; indeed,  some  of  the 
minor  streams  are  of  a still  more  repulsive  and 
forbidding  character.  Of  these  I shall  content 
myself  with  the  mention  of  one  only,  and  that 
without  dwelling  unnecessarily  on  nauseous 
details.  To  this  end  I shall  give  here  a short 
extract  from  the  recently  igsued  report  of  one 
specially  commissioned  by  the  leading  daily 
newspaper*  in  the  principality,  to  enquire  into 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Glamorganshire. 


Pantscallog  Palls,  on  the  Usk,  near  Brecon. 

Referring  to  the  Llynvi  River,  he  observes: 
“ In  the  case  of  drains  from  the  houses  to  the 
river  bank,  a favourite  arrangement  appears  to 
be  the  stopping  of  them  short  some  distance 
from  the  running  water,  in  several  cases  a margin 
of  6ft.  or  8ft.  is  allowed,  and  over  this  distance 
the  contents  of  the  drains  meander  slowly  down- 
wards to  the  river,  very  slightly  helped  by 
gravitation — for  there  is  in  many  cases  little  or 
no  fall — festering  in  the  sun,  polluting  the 
atmosphere,  and  waiting  until  Providence  sends 
a flood  to  sweep  it  away.” 

Can  anyone  read  this  plain,  unvarnished  state- 
ment without  a shudder  of  disgust  and  with 
belief  unshaken  in  the  much  vaunted  enlighten- 
ment and  boasted  civilisation  of  this  the  latter 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  ? 

Furthermore,  is  this  wholesale  pollution  of 
rivers  a matter  that  touches  merely  the  angler  or 
the  lover  of  the  picturesque  ? I think  not.  The 
one  may  lament  the  loss  of  a favourite  recreation, 
the  other  deplore  the  one  blot  on  an  otherwise 
fair  picture,  but  to  another  class — the  agricultural 
— it  is  a matter  of  deeper  moment,  and  of  more 
practical  consequence.  In  seasons  of  drought — 
and  in  the  last  decade  they  have  been  neither 
short  nor  far  between — farmers  are  often  hard 
pressed  to  find  water  for  their  animals  ; and  this 
hardship  is  the  more  trying  to  bear  when,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  tillers  on  the  Taff  and  other 
Welsh  streams,  the  river  water  is  denied  them — 
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poisoned  for  no  stronger  reason  than  that  colliery 
proprietors  and  others  may  the  readier  thrive  and. 
| wax  fat,  and,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  “ be 
clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fare  sump- 
tuously every  day.” 

But  what  alternative  have  they  P Individual 
action  directed  against  powerful,  incorporated 
bodies,  even  when  successful,  generally  spells  ruin 
to  the  individual.  Then  why,  some  reader  may 
pertinently  inquire,  does  not  the  County  Council 
take  action  P Jurisdiction  it  has,  arid  to  meet 
emergencies  ol  this  nature  it  was  primarily 
inaugurated.  Echo  answers  why  ? Though  the 
proverbial  carriaga-and-four  may  be  driven 
through  all  all  our  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  though 
that  particular  Act,  which  the  statute  book  of  the 
realm,  with  playful  irony,  designates  “ An  Act 
for  the  Prevention  of  River  Pollution,”  is 
certainly  not  the  exception  that  proves  the 
rule,  yet,  surely,  in  such  glaringly  wanton 
instances  as  those  I have  mentioned,  there 
should  be  little  difficulty  in  forcing  its 
provisions.  On  the  banks  of  the  Taff,  at  a place 
named  Treforest,  about  a dozen  miles  above 
Cardiff,  there  is  a huge  tin  manufactory,  which 
almost  daily  directs  into  the  river  a thick  yellow 
fluid  of  a vitriolic  nature,  and  in  quantities  so 
great  as  to  contaminate  the  water  for  many  miles 
down.  I do  not  pretend  to  be  versed  in  the 
mysteries  of  matters  legal,  but  common  sense 
suggests  that  this  is  a case  which  might  readily 
be  brought  home  to  those  responsible,  and  one 
which  might,  with  every  prospect  of  success,  be 
submitted  to  the  test.  That  delay 
has  been  prolonged  thus  far  forms 
in  itself  a severe  commentary  on 
the  way  in  which  the  County 
Council  seems  content  to  discharge 
the  trust  relegated  to  it  by  Parlia- 
ment. Persons  of  pronounced 
candour  may,  possibly,  go  a step 
further,  and  infer  that,  amongst 
those  who  compose  it,  there  are 
not  wanting  some  to  whom  self- 
interest  is  a stronger  motive  power 
than  is  the  public  weal.  And, 
under  the  circumstances,  who  will 
say  that  such  inference  would  be 
wholly  without  colour,  and  merely 
the  deduction  of  a captious  mind  ? 

Another  menace  to  Welsh  streams, 
unavoidable,  perhaps,  to  some 
extent,  and  within  certain  limits, 
but  still  less  disastrous  in  its 
effects,  comes  from  the  ever 
increasing  populations  of  our  large 
towns,  with  their  demands  for  a 
better  water  supply,  and  the 
consequent  diversion  of  water  from 
its  proper  channels  to  the  for- 
mation and  replenishing  of  reser- 
voirs. Wales,  with  her  wealth 
of  sweet,  pure  water,  has  suffered  severely  in 
this  respect.  Her  hills  and  dales,  where  plenty 
once  revelled  undisturbed,  have  already  been 
taxed  to  their  utmost  resources.  The  most 
recent  encroachment  (if  the  term  be  allowed  me 
in  an  English  periodical)  was  made  by  the  Corpor- 
ation of  Birmingham,  who  obtained  parliamentary 
powers  in  this  direction  in  the  face  of  great  and 
well-directed  opposition.  The  works  are  pro- 
ceeding apace,  and  when  completed  will  result  in 
heavy  distraint  being  levied  upon  one  of  the  most 
prominent  water-sheds  in  the  country.  The  site 
fixed  upon,  Cwmelan,  lies  about  five  miles  from 
Rhayader,  amongst  the  romantic  solitudes  of 
Radnorshire.  Here,  in  early  youth,  Shelley — the 
wayward  child  of  genius — passed  many  of  his 
happiest  days.  The  district  round  is  replete 
with  memories  of  the  poet,  and  his  admirers  will 
learn  with  regret  that  his  favourite  walks,  the 
oak  beneath  whose  antling  branches  he  often 
invoked  the  muse,  with  other  interesting  memen- 
toes, will  soon  be  under  water. 

London,  too,  it  is  rumoured,  is  growing  dis- 
satisfied with  its  present  water  supply,  and  is 
said  to  be  casting  wistful  glances  across  the 
Welsh  borders.  What  watering  district  or  dis- 
tricts will  be  drained  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of 
this  gigantic  monster  ? 

The  finest  salmon  and  trout  stroam  in  the 
principality — the  Usk — must  necessarily  deterio- 
rate in  such  respect  when,  as  already  determined 
upon,  the  waters  of  one  of  tho  largest  of  its 
tributaries  shall  have  beon  put  into  similar  requi- 
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sition  for  another  large  town.  The  tributary 
alluded  to  is  the  Cray,  which  effects  a junction 
with  the  Usk  about  a mile  above  Senny  Bridge, 
and  almost  within  a stone’s  throw  of  Pantscallog 
falls — a famous  salmon  leap,  at  and  about  which 
the  fishing  is  preserved  by  Madame  Patti. 

Strong  reasons  may,  doubtless,  be  given  for 
such  undertakings  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
oppose  by  others  that  might  seem  merely  fanciful. 
Still  one  cannot  help  but  view  with  concern 
anything  that  tends  to  mar  the  well-being  of  our 
streams,  whether  proceeding  from  the  above 
cause,  or  from  the  more  pernicious,  generally 
wanton,  and,  therefore,  unjustifiable  one — 
pollution. 

The  mild,  tranquil  beauty  of  English  land- 
scape derives  its  greatest  charm  from  the  streams 
and  rivers  that  trail  our  valleys ; sometimes 
seeking  the  haunts  of  man,  then  coyly  retreating 
into  shady  seclusion;  here  leaping  down  rocky 
shelves,  fretting  through  mountain  glen  or 
gorge — filling  the  air  with  an  uproar ; there 
meandering  through  some  green  meadow-land 
with  just  enough  murmur  to  lull  one  to  sleep ; 
reflecting  in  the  depths  of  some  glassy  pool  a 
passing  cloud  or  the  trembling  branches  of  an 
overhanging  tree,  with  the  pervading  quiet  broken 
occasionally  by  the  antics  of  some  rising  fish  or 
the  startled  flight  of  a feathered  angler  as  its 
haunts  are  unexpectedly  invaded.  What,  then, 
is  to  insure  other  streams  sharing  the  fate  of 
those  I have  mentioned  ? The  course  of  events 
during  recent  years — the  growth  of  new  indus- 
tries, the  vast  increase  in  population — seems  to 
shadow  a time  when  most  of  the  more  readily 
accessible  of  our  streams  shall  be  sacrificed  at 
the  altar  of  circumstance.  Can  nothing  be  done 
to  mitigate  existing,  to  avert  impending,  evils  ? 
We  have  a “ Footpath  Preservation  Society,” 
and  various  other  societies,  many  of  which,  and 
the  former  in  particular,  have  rendered  splendid 
service  according  to  their  several  capacities. 
Then  why  not  an  association  of  anglers  and 
others  interested,  formed  on  a national  basis, 
with  power  to  battle  with  this  hydra  of  river 
pollution  ? Surely  such  an  association,  if  it 
succeeded  but  in  bruising  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  serpent,  would  not  have  been  formed  in 
vain. 

And,  doubtless,  amongst  the  thousands  who 
pursue  and  love  the  “ gentle  art,”  there  would  be 
found  plenty  to  assist  in  such  a cause,  and  many 
who  would  give  of  their  substance,  and  that 
freely.  I recollect  having  somewhere  read  of  a 
truly  beautiful  custom  said  to  be  in  vogue 
amongst  the  Arabs  of  Eastern  climes ; the  gist 
of  which  was  that,  when  traversing  their  trackless 
deserts,  at  each  halting  place  for  the  night  on 
the  line  of  route,  they  never  resumed  their 
journey  without  having  first  placed  by  the  way- 
side  some  refreshment,  varying  in  quantity  and 
character  with  the  means  at  their  disposal,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  needy  one  who  might  after- 
wards chance  that  way.  Should  it  not,  then,  be 
the  pride  of  contemporary  anglers,  emulating  the 
spirit  of  this  delightful  instance  of  practical 
benevolence,  to  do  something  for  generations  of 
their  kind  yet  unborn?  Action  at  a crisis  so 
momentous  admits  no  delay ; for,  verily,  the  time 
seems  at  hand — at  least  as  far  as  Wales  is  con- 
cerned— when,  in  accordance  with  the  prophecy 
of  Isaiah,  “ the  fishers  shall  mourn,  and  all  they 
that  cast  angle  upon  the  brooks  shall  lament,  and 
they  that  spread  nets  upon  the  waters  shall 
languish.” 


PNEUMATIC  BOATS. 


(From  Forest  and  Stream.) 

A schoolboy  once  got  zero  in  his  reading  lesson 
for  accidentally  transposing  the  words  gun  boats 
and  gum  boots,  thereby  making  a sentence  in 
the  history  of  the  Civil  War  read:  “Admiral 
Porter  ascended  the  Mississippi  in  his  gum 
boots.”  His  rendition  would  not  have  seemed  so 
ridiculous  to  any  one  who  had  seen  the  Layman 
pneumatic  sporting  boat,  which  is  really  a pair  of 
wading  boots  with  inflated  tops.  With  these 
“ gum  boots  ” Admiral  Porter  could  easily  have 
ascended  the  Mississippi  and  been  just  as  dry  as 
in  his  gun  boats. 

The  Layman  boat,  as  it  is  called,  is  now  on 
exhibition  in  the  window  of  a B' roadway  store  in 
New  York. 


It  is  a combination  of  hip  wading  boots  with  a 
top  attachment,  which,  when  inflated,  resembles 
a large  life-preserver.  When  not  inflated  this 
upper  part  may  be  worn  like  a vest,  the  weight 
resting  on  the  shoulders,  and  so  worn  would 
scarcely  attract  more  attention  than  a vest.  Few 
observers  seeing  a sportsman  thus  equipped 
would  suspect  that  lie  carried  with  him  the 


means  of  crossing  the  deepest  rivers  dry-shod,  or 
of  navigating  any  waters  suitable  for  a small 
boat. 

The  boat  attachment  is  inflated  either  by 
means  of  a small  pump  or  simply  by  the  mouth. 
It  contains  four  air-tight  compartments,  which  of 
course  are  inflated  separately.  This  insures 
safety  in  case  of  an  accident.  It  is  asserted  that 
any  one  of  the  four  compartments  would  easily 


sustain  the  weight  of  a man,  even  if  the  other 
three  were  punctured.  The  boat  in  the  water 
draws  about  3|ft.,  and  is  perhaps  3ft.  long 
by  about  2ft.  broad.  It  will  easily  carry 
two  men,  and  its  inventor  has  taken  two 
or  three  children  with  him  on  short  trips. 
The  advantage  of  this  at  first  glance  apparently 
superfluous  buoyancy  is  the  great  stability  gained. 
It  enables  the  heaviest  ducking  charges  to  be 


fired  from  the  boat  without  the  slightest  danger 
of  capsize,  and  it  also  enables  its  owner  to  carry 
with  him  a heavy  load  of  game,  guns  and  ammu- 
nition. 

The  boat  is  propelled  by  the  feet  of  the  occu- 
pant. The  boots  are  provided  with  flaps  that 
open  when  pressed  backward,  and  close  when 
brought  forward  for  a new  stroke.  The  inventor 


says  that  the  motion  is  a little  tiresome  at  first, 
but  that  one  soon  becomes  accustomed  to  it,  and 
then  it  is  as  easy  as  walking. 

The  boat  is  provided  with  a small  and  incon- 
spicuous rudder,  which  is  really  a most  important 
adjunct.  It  is  not  intended  to  steer  the  boat,  as 
the  word  is  generally  understood,  and  it  is  not 
provided  with  a tiller  or  hand  lines.  In  fact,  it 
is  stationary.  Its  purpose  is  to  keep  the  boat 
pointed  in  one  direction,  as  it  naturally  steers  all 
too  easily  by  the  feet.  Without  this  rudder  the 
boat  would  be  more  apt  to  turn  in  a circle  than 
go  ahead. 

The  circumference  of  the  boat  is  provided  with 
rings,  loops,  and  small  sockets,  which  serve 
a number  of  purposes,  from  towing  strings  of 
live  fish  to  erecting  a duck  blind.  A storm  cape, 
which  fits  snugly  about  the  top  of  the  boat,  is 
provided  for  rainy  weather.  This  would  also  be 
useful  when  the  boat  was  tried  in  very  rough 
water. 

That  the  boat  is  thoroughly  practical  is  proved  by 
a number  of  tests  made  by  the  inventor  and  also  by 
others.  A prominent  sportsman  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  spent  several  hours  one  day  in  futile  efforts  to 
capsize  the  boat.  The  most  he  could  do  was  to 
fill  his  boots  with  water.  The  boat  remained  as 
buoyant  and  stable  as  ever.  The  other  day  the 
the  inventor  walked  dry-shod  across  the  harbour 
of  Bristol,  R.I.  This  is  open  water,  1J  miles  across, 
exposed  to  quite  a sweep  of  wind,  and  was  rough 
the  day  the  experiment  was  made.  Nevertheless, 
no  water  was  shipped,  and  the  trip  was  made  in 
forty  minutes. 

The  weights  of  the  boats  vary,  from  a maxi- 
mum of  201b.  to  a minimum  that  only  adds  41b. 
to  the  weight  of  the  boots. 

They  will  prove  an  addition  of  great  importance 
to  the  equipment  of  duck  huuters  and  sportsmen 
in  general  who  wish  to  visit  overflowed  lands  or 
bodies  of  water  that  for  various  reasons  are 
barred  to  ordinary  boats,  and  they  will  add  one 
more  link  to  the  chain  of  causes  that  is  lessening 
our  game  supply,  inasmuch  as  they  will  render 
heretofore  inaccessible  fastnesses  open  to  assault. 

This  is  from  the  advertisement : 

“The  ‘Layman’  Pneumatic  Sporting  Boat  is  just 
what  every  sportsman  wants.  A lighter,  safer,  and 
more  convenient  boat  than  was  ever  before  on  the 
market.  It  weighs  but  201b.,  is  easily  collapsed  and 
folded  into  a small  package,  and  you  may  carry  three  or 
four  of  them  under  the  seat  of  a buggy.  Is  absolutely 
safe  in  any  waters,  is  propelled  by  the  feet,  thus  leaving 
the  hands  free  to  use  gun  or  rod.  Is  made  in  four  com- 
partments, of  the  best  rubber  deck  cloth  ; has  loops  for 
erecting  a blind  to  shield  you  from  the  game  ; is  quickly 
inflated,  and  in  every  way  a success.  Price  §25  for 
men’s  sizes,  $20  for  boys’  boats.  Storm  capes,  $3  to  $5. 
American  Rubber  Boat  Co.,  487,  Broadway,  New  York.” 


The  salmon  stake  net  fishings  in  the  Solway, 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Annan,  has 
been  let  for  a term  of  five  years  to  the  old 
tenants,  Messrs.  Clark  and  Smith,  Annan,  at  a 
rental  of  £320  per  annum. 

The  many  free  ticket  holders  on  Lord  Aber- 
deen’s fine  and  extensive  salmon  fishery  of  the 
River  Ythan,  in  Aberdeenshire,  had  a sorry  time 
of  it  this  autumn.  There  was  no  water  to  let  the 
fish  forward,  much  less  for  decent  angling,  until 
within  a week  of  the  close  of  the  season.  When 
at  length  the  long-looked-for  spate  did  come,  it 
came  all  too  late.  To  give  a good  day  or  two  as 
a finish  up,  the  fish — at  least  the  large  fine  fish — 
had  not  time  to  get  through  the  more  seaward 
reaches,  and  with  the  water  never  settled  and 
rather  dirty,  and  the  smaller  fish  that  did  get 
forward  in  time  not  settling  but  always  moving 
on,  it  is  no  wonder  that  nearly  all  the  rods  found 
themselves  about  clean  out  of  it. — Mac. 

Feathers  for  Fly  Making. — We  hear  from 
Mr.  R.  T.  Williams,  of  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland, 
Herefordshire,  that  he  has  now  “ a splendid  assort- 
ment of  natural  hackles  (cocks  and  hens),  over 
5000  packages,  and  a full  stock  of  all  sorts  of 
wings,  feathers,  furs,  hooks,  gut,  &c.,  for  amateur 
or  other  artificial  fly  dressers.”  Those  who 
require  these  things  should  make  a note  of  Mr. 
Williams’s  address.  He  is  a practical  fly-fisher 
himself. 


If  you  are  interested  in  Books 

send  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a copy  post  free  every  week  for 
3 months  of  “The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers’ 
Record,”  St.  Dunstan’s  House  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thnniea. 

To  find  tho  time  of  high  water  in  tho  Thames  at  uny 
of  tho  following  places,  to  tlio  time  of  high  wator  at 
London  liridge  givon  bolow 

( 80  min.  for  Cholsoa.  r 55  min.  for  Kow. 

\ 40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add  j 45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add  ^85  ,,  „ Twiokon- 

( smith.  / ham. 

50  ,,  „ ItarnoH.  ^85  „ „ Toddington 

Example  : — If  it  iH  high  wator  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  ho  high  wator  at  Toddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  aooeloratos  tho  tide 
vory  much,  and  ono  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Nov. 

10  

Morning. 

11.55  

Evening. 

Sunday, 

11 

0.15  

0.33 

Monday, 

12  

0.50  

1.  9 

Tuesday 

13  

1.27  

1.45 

Wednesday 

14  

2.  4 

2.23 

Thursday, 

15  

2.42  

3.  2 

Friday, 

H 

16  

3.22  

3.45 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov.  10  12  35  0.40 

Sundav,  „ 11  0.55  1.13 

Monday,  „ 12  12.30  1.49 

Those  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — It  appears 
there  has  been  an  excess  of  water  at  Hampton  Court, 
representing  as  much  as  4ft.,  and  coming  down  naturally 
tbiok,  but  with  the  weirs  open  and  a continuance  of 
fine  weather  a few  days  will  get  the  river  in  condition 
again  for  anglers,  as  the  report  of  Wednesday  states  : 
“ The  water  is  going  down  fast.”  The  club  and  other 
anglers  have  been  at  work  in  some  of  the  eddies  and 
likely  places  for  roa.ch,  and  getting  some  good  fish.  I hear 
several  reports  of  good  catches  of  roach  by  bank  anglers. 
Fishermen  are  looking  forward  to  the  river  getting  into 
condition  again,  and  assure  me  they  are  expecting  to 
do  some  slaughter  amongst  the  jack  ; and  there  is  little 
doubt  by  the  abolition  of  trailing,  jack  fishing  in  the  river 
will  be  greatly  improved. — B. 

Hampton  Court.  — William  Milbourne 

writes  : “ The  water  on  Monday  was  still  very  high  and 
thick.  We  have  still  got  4ft.  of  water.  The  weirs  are 
still  all  drawn.  It  will  take  three  or  four  days  at  least 
before  there  will  be  any  fishing  if  we  do  not  get  any 
more  rain.” — B. 

(Kingston).— Mr.  Sewell,  fishing  one  day 

with  J.  Knight,  got  three  dozen  of  roach  and  six  bream, 
the  largest  41b.  ; and  in  two  other  days  from  the  bank 
eight  bream.  John  Johnson,  at  odd  times  in  the  week, 
has  compiled  a total  of  twelve  bream,  three  dozen  roach 
and  dace,  and  eight  perch  — B. 

(Oxford,  Lechlade). — The  river  between 

these  two  towns  has  been  in  high  flood  from  the  con- 
tinuous rains,  and  thousands  of  acres  are  under  water, 
rendering  bank  angling  an  impossibility,  and  any  other 
kind  of  angling  for  the  present  practically  out  of  the 
question.  Prior  to  these  floods  some  fair  takes  of  jack, 
roach,  and  barbel  were  got,  and  as  soon  as  the  water 
goes  down  spinning  with  roach  or  dace,  live  baiting  on 
paternoster,  or  the  artificial  spoon  bait,  should  be  tried 
hereabouts.  The  weeds  have  died  down  very  much,  and 
in  another  week  or  two  the  river  should  be  pretty  well 
clear  of  these  pike  fishers’  pests.  The  Thames  tribu- 
taries, the  Windrusb,  Colne,  and  Leach,  have  all  been  in 
high  flood. — Rambler. 

• (Shepperton). — George  Rosewell  writes:  “I 

am  sorry  to  say  the  river  is  in  high  flood,  and  will  be 
some  time  before  it  is  fishable.  I was  going  out  yester- 
day, but  there  was  no  getting  near  the  river.” — B. 

(Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  reports  he  has 

had  one  day  with  Mr.  Price,  who  got  101b.  of  good 
roach  ; another  day  with  Mr.  Wade,  121b.  of  roach  and 
a barbel  of  51b. ; another  day  with  Mr.  Thomson,  nine 
barbel,  the  largest  51b.,  and  one  perch. — B. 

(Sunbury).— Mr.  Bolt,  with  Edward  Clark,  in 

one  day,  got  a few  roach.  The  bank  anglers  have  been 
getting  some  roach  and  bream. — B. 

(Twickenham).  — Mr.  Tomlinson,  with  T. 

Ainger,  one  day,  three  bream  and  a few  fine  roach. 
The  bank  anglers  in  the  week  have  been  getting  some 
roach,  dace,  and  bream. — B. 

— (Windsor). — Water  falling  rapidly,  but  still 
too  much  colour  at  time  of  writing  for  jack  ; however,  if 
weather  keeps  dry  by  the  10th  inst.  it  may  be  Al,  and 
oven  if  a little  colour  will  be  well  worth  trying  for  jack, 
perch,  and  chub.  Several  barbel  have  been  got  lately 
by  Mr.  Paice,  of  Etonwick,  and  Mr.  Couling,  of  Slough, 
but  no  specimen  fish.  I saw  a nice  brace  of  perch 
yesterday  caught  by  Mr.  Snow,  of  Windsor,  and  am 
assured  there  is  now  a good  show  of  them.  Most  local 
anglers  for  the  past  five  years  have  refrained  from  keep- 
ing them  when  caught  owing  to  the  terrible  havoc 
wrought  amongst  them  by  disease  in  1889.  A bright 
artificial  or  medium  size  dace,  latter  for  preference,  will 
be  the  best  spinning  bait  to  use  for  the  jack,  and  when 
wator  bright  a good  size  gudgeon. — B.  R.  B. 

Aide  (Aldeburgh-on-Sea).  Sport  fairly  good  and 
varied  in  both  salt  and  fresh  waters ; prospects  for  fishing 
excellent,  and  will  improve  with  colder  weather.  Swarms 


of  wildfowl  and  other  winged  visitors  put  in  an  appear- 
anoo  with  ovory  strong  wind  that  blows,  nor’-wosters 
especially.  A few  days  ago,  another  seal,  Phoea  Vita- 
lina, (sec  “ Boa  Fishing,”  &e.,  notes)  was  secured  by  a 
fishorman-gunnor  down  tho  river  near  the  harbour’s 
mouth.  In  this  case  a well-directed  shot  struck 
tho  seal  in  the  forehead,  speedily  putting  it  horn 
de  combat.  For  froo  fishing  and  shooting  the  exten- 
sive and  noble  RiverAlde,  with  its  numerous  saltings 
and  mudflats,  offers  advantages  beyond  any  other 
resort  along  tho  coast,  comfortable  boats  and  gear, 
with  experienced  and  careful  boatmen  and  guides, 
boing  always  ready,  and  at  moat  reasonable  charges, 
for  hire,  <fec.— Gioo.  A.  Whistler. 

Ancholme  District. — Water  is  now  getting  into 
nice  colour  for  trolling.  Sport  has  been  best  amongst 
roach  this  week,  and  bobbing  for  eels  at  night.  Weather 
is  vory  fine  and  mild. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Arun  (Amberley). — There  is  a lot  of  water,  but  it 
is  vory  good  for  jack  fishing  by  tho  aid  of  a punt. — T. 
Lee  (Wharf  Cottage). 

Conway  (Llanrwst). — Salmon  caught  on  Nov.  6 : 
Mr.  Brandreth,  321b. ; Mr.  R.  M.  Blackwell,  321b.  ; Mr. 
O.  Owen,  71b.,  171b.,  221b. ; Mr.  Cope,  23£lb. ; and  Mr. 
Dougall,  191b. 

Cornish  Streams.— There  is  no  doubt  that  many 
salmon  have  been  taken  this  week  by  raking  a heavily- 
weighted  Devon  minnow  across  tho  bottom  of  tho  pools. 
Unfortunately,  owing  to  laxity  of  watching,  tho  practice 
has  been  very  prevalent  lately  on  the  Camel.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  weights  of  salmon  taken  during  the  week  : 
171b.,  151b.,  111b.,  111b.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  three  of  51b. 
Most  of  the  fish,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather  and  the 
very  heavy  waters,  have  been  caught  by  professional 
fishermen.  The  Fowey  is  still  too  big  for  fishing. 
Salmon  are  very  plentiful  in  all  the  streams. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.W.). — The  river  has  been  very 
full  this  three  weeks.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  C.  Taylor, 
fishing  off  the  bank,  killed  a fine  lot  of  grayling,  some 
four  over  lib.  each.  Flies  only  allowed.  The  water  is 
getting  into  good  order  now,  and  a good  fine  day  ought 
to  fill  a fair  basket.  The  salmon  fishing  has  ended  a 
failure,  hardly  anything  done  during  the  best  two 
months ; no  water.  Total  killed  during  the  season, 
thirty-five  fisH,  287£lb.  The  season  commenced  well 
and  ended  in  diseust. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).  — The  recent  heavy 
rains  have  raised  the  river  about  8ft.  The  flood  is  sub- 
siding and  the  water  clearing  ; hence,  providing  we  have 
fair  weather,  the  river  ought  to  be  in  grand  order  for 
fishing  in  the  course  of  a few  days.  During  the  flood 
quite  a run  of  salmon  was  observed  at  the  Kirkham 
Abbey  weir.  It  is  fondly  to  be  hoped  that  with  suitable 
passes,  which  are  much  needed,  the  Derwent  will 
eventually  become  a good  salmon  river. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries, — We  have  still  plenty  of 
water,  though  not  too  much  for  fishing  purposes,  did 
anglers  at  a distance  only  know  it.  The  Silver  Dun, 
Steel  Blue,  Bumble,  and  Cock-winged  Dun  are  most 
useful  flies. — D.  & W.  H.  Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Last  Friday’s  heavy  rain  raised 
the  river  to  17ft.  at  Carlisle  Bridge,  and  it  was  not 
fishable  till  Tuesday,  and  then  only  in  a few  places.  On 
that  day,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough  killed  two  fresh-run  fish  at 
Crosby,  221b.  and  251b.,  and  had  the  chance  of  four 
others.  In  the  Cargo  water,  Mr.  T.  Atkinson  landed 
two  fish,  161b.  and  181b,  and  Robinson  Bone  and  Robert 
Bone  each  one  of  141b.  On  Wednesday,  Dan  Ell  wood 
had  three,  David  Bone  one,  Robinson  Bone  one,  221b., 
Mr.  T.  Atkinson  one,  201b.;  and  Mr.  Henderson  one, 
101b.,  in  the  same  water.  At  Crosby,  Mr.  T.  H.  Hodg- 
son killed  two,  Mr.  Broadhurst  one,  and  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough  one,  261b. — Silas  Gray. 

Ten  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  weather 
has  cleared  again  since  the  downpour,  and  anglers  have 
applied  themselves  to  bottom  fishing  with  renewed 
vigour.  Roach  have  been  easy  to  take,  particularly 
when  the  fishermen  have  paid  attention  to  the  baiting  of 
their  swims.  Some  very  good  takes  are  recorded  for  the 
last  few  days,  and  especially  from  several  lengths  of  the 
Fortyfoot.  Instances  are  mentioned  where  181b.  to 
201b.  have  been  made,  and  some  of  these  came  from  near 
Donington  Bridge.  The  Glenn  and  other  of  their  waters 
are  stated  to  be  in  good  trim  for  both  bottom  fishing  and 
trolling.  In  the  Welland  district  anglers  are  doing 
pretty  well,  and  some  are  devoting  themselves  to  pike. 
— Limpet. 

Gippingf  (Ipswich). — Good  prospects  of  sport,  but 
few  anglers,  however.  Mr.  Curtis  got  a nice  jack  of 
81b.,  and  another  31b.,  on  Thursday,  and  on  Friday  Mr. 
Roper  got  one  of  71b.  9oz.,  and  a 31b.  fish.  Several  of 
51b.  and  61b.  taken.  Mr.  Taylor  got  a nice  hag  of  81b. 
of  roach — Piscator. 

Idle  (North  Notts)  . — Finer  weather  this  week  has 
again  tempted  a number  of  anglers  down  stream,  and 
also  to  the  canal.  Roach,  they  say,  are  biting  well, 
and  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been  made,  but  the 
days  are  getting  very  short  and  not  very  much  can  be 
done  in  an  afternoon.  Some  are  amusing  themselves 
with  eels,  which  seem  to  be  about.  The  trollers  are  now 
busying  themselves  in  the  lower  waters,  but  I fancy 
only  very  few  decent  fish  have  come  to  hand.  It  has 
been  said  that  fish  up  to  101b.  have  been  caught,  but  if 
so,  it  must  have  been  from  theSos  or  other  drains  above 
the  outfall.  There  are  some  good  fish  in  some  of  these 
drains. — L. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End).  — Owing  to  the  recent  heavy 
rains  there  has  been  a good  flush  of  water  here  during 
the  past  week,  rendering  fishing  most  satisfactory.  The 
fish  taken  from  the  East  London  Reservoirs  recently 
were  deposited  this  Bide  Enfield  Lock  instead  of  at  Ches- 
hunt  as  was  originally  intended,  and  being  accustomed  | 
to  the  still  water  have  been  unable  to  Btom  the  strong 


current  ; consequently  are  very  plentiful  boro.  The: 
following  are  some  of  the  most  successful  among  the 
jack  and  perch  : Messrs.  C.  Newton,  White,  J.  Newitt, 
Knights,  and  Newton.  At  time  of  writing  (Nov.  6)  the 
water  remains  high  and  of  a good  colour. — F.  Green, 
I’iko  and  Anchor. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — We  have  had  plenty  of  rain  lately, 
but  it  has  done  a lot  of  good  in  clearing  the  rivers  out, 
and  much  better  sport  has  been  had  at  several  places  , 
on  the  4th  there  wore  a lot  of  fishermen  out,  and  most 
that  I saw  had  fish.  At  Waltham  Abbey  Mr.  Stevens 
took  first  prize  in  the  open  contest  (a  handsomely  electro- 
plated teapot)  with  roach,  Mr.  Bramley  coming  a good 
second  with  roach  ; the  local  anglers  have  done  well 
there  lately  ; Mr.  J.  Lapwood.  nine  perch  weighing  41b. 
and  two  good  roach ; Mr.  Trimmer,  in  one  day,  had 
throe  good  roach  weighing  15oz.,  14oz.  and  lloz.  respec- 
tively, he  also  had  a jack  of  2Jlh.  on  the  4th  ; Messrs. 
Gnyver  and  Chapman,  each  a nice  show  of  dace  ; Mr. 
Sharland,  of  Tottenham,  showed  a nice  eel  of  about  21b. 
There  will  be  another  open  contest  at  Waltham  on  Nov. 
18.  Some  sport  was  had  in  the  Ware,  St.  Margaret's 
and  Cheshunt  districts. — Spliced  Joint. 

Liddle. — Heavy  rains  marked  the  closing  days  of  the 
angling  on  this  river.  The  salmon  season  has  been  the 
worst  on  record  on  account  of  the  dry  weather  and  con- 
sequent scarcity  of  water.  Last  week  Mr.  J.  Jardine 
killed  two  salmon  weighing  respectively  181b.  and  161b.  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  one,  weighing  71b. — G. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — Some  capital  sport  has 
been  had  amongt  roach,  dace,  and  jack  during  the  last 
week.  On  the  4th  Prince  llanjitisinhjr  and  suite 
captured  some  splendid  baskets.  Amongst  others  were 
Mr.  J.  Osborne  (nearly  171b.),  Mr.  H.  C.  Steam  (of 
Cambridge),  and  several  well-known  Newmarket  and 
London  anglers.  The  water  is  in  good  trim.  Prospects 
favourable. — J.  Rolph. 

Lu gg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 

streams  have  been  bankfull  this  week  owing  to  the  heavy 
rain.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet,  no  rods  being  out. 
Grayling  fishing  is  at  a standstill,  and  will  keep  so  until 
the  water  goes  down.  Sport  should  be  good  when  the 
water  clears.  The  Pinaley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Mon- 
day and  Tuesday,  5th  and  6th  inst.  were  fine  with  sharp 
frost  during  night  intervening — the  only  fine  days  sine© 
about  18th  of  last  month.  Still  the  wind  stuck  near  the 
south,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  storms  of  wind  and  rain 
have  returned.  Till  a change  of  weather  occurs,  there 
is  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  waters  being  in  order 
for  grayling  fishing,  and  at  time  of  writing,  indications, 
are  decidedly  against  hopeful  anticipations. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  now  fining  down  to 
fishing  condition.  Where  anglers  have  been  ont  there 
has  been  a fair  amount  of  sport.  Some  good  roach  have 
been  taken  and  a few  bream,  also  some  perch,  one  angler 
taking  two  dozen.  Nothing  done  in  the  jack  line. — 
R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  weather  being  so  un- 
settled it  is  rather  difficult  to  hazard  an  opinion  from 
day  to  day  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water  and  pros- 
pects of  sport.  Yesterday  (Wednesday),  after  a slight 
flush,  the  river  was  settling  down  nicely,  and  would  no 
doubt  have  been  in  excellent  order  for  angling  by  Friday. 
U nfortunately  on  W ednesday  night  the  rain  again  poured 
down  for  several  hours,  which,  of  course,  has  had  the 
effect  of  at  once  causing  another  slight  flood,  this 
entirely  preventing  angling  operations  for  I should  say 
at  least  a week. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — River  bank  full  and  thick, 
and  rising  fast,  putting  all  fishing  aside.  Nothing  has 
been  done  during  the  week,  but  when  the  water  gets  in 
trim  sport  with  pike  may  be  relied  upon  as  being  good, 
but  I cannot  say  when,  as  heavy  rains  occasionally  fall, 
keeping  the  river  in  an  unfishable  state. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Waters  still  in  fine  condition, 
and  visitors  would  no  doubt  get  good  sport.  Four  chub 
weighing  about  151b.  have  been  taken  from  my  stage 
with  gentles,  whilst  fishing  for  roach,  since  my  last 
report.— Wm.  Nash. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  in  excellent  trim  again, 
but  not  much  being  done  yet  among  the  jack.  Good 
sport  during  the  week  with  chub,  four  nice  fish  going 
151b.,  on  very  light  tight  line  whilst  roaching.  Chub 
are  more  in  evidence  this  season  than  I have  known 
them  before  now. — A.  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  continuing  stormy  and  unsettled  to  the 
close  of  last  week  the  weather  now  has  considerably 
improved,  and  should  it  remain  as  at  present  these  rivers 
will  very  soon  again  be  in  good  condition ; and  the 
recent  rains  have  done  much  good  in  clearing  away 
impurities  which  had  accumulated  during  the  many 
weeks  of  dry  weather.  Sport  is  now  good  for  bottom 
fishing  with  worms  for  coarse  fish,  and  pike  trollers 
in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  have  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain, and  a few  moi’e  days  such  as  at  present  will  make 
the  streams  fit  for  a resumption  of  the  campaign 
against  the  grayling. — Vyrnwy. 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  water  is  a good  colour  for 
fishing,  and  likely  to  continue  so.  Several  anglers  wore 
down  on  the  4th,  when  some  nice  perch  were  taken,  and 
a jack  of  5Jlb.  Messrs.  M.  Legge,  Legge,  jun.,  Mans- 
field, Wild,  Godwin,  and  Parram,  had  some  perch. — 
D.  Springham. 

Stort  (Hoyden). — We  had  several  fishermen  hero 
on  Nov.  4 and  they  had  some  good  sport.  Several  jaok 
and  some  fine  perch  wore  taken  on  Wednesday.  Mr. 
Hull  and  friend  also  took  somo  fine  jack.  Water  a 
good  colour. — T.  C.  (Now  Inn). 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Tho  rivor  rapidly  eloarod 
again  after  the  shoot  of  last  week,  and  on  tho  4th  was 


quite  clear  again.  Nothing  was  done  amongst  the 
roach,  but  jack  are  feeding  well.  Several  have  been 
taken  during  the  week,  but  nothing  that  I have  heard 
of  over  41b.  Roach  fishing  is  almost  useless  until  wo 
get  rain  enough  to  again  colour  the  water.  W.  Bain- 

* Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With 
miles  of  the  low  country  under  water  from  the  overflow 
of  the  rivers,  angling  has  during  the  week  been 
impracticable  on  the  Arun  and  Ouse,  audit  will  be  some 
days,  even  with  a cessation  of  rain,  ere  sport  can  be 
obtained.  The  canal  at  Chichester,  which  is  not  affected 
by  up-country  floods,  is  in  fair  order  and  bank  high. 
The  basin  portion  is  somewhat  clouded  from  the  influx 
of  water  from  the  drainage  works,  but  in  the  lower 
reaches  roach,  bream,  and  pike  have  given  sport.  Small 
bass  are  in  the  harbours,  and  several  have  been  taken 
both  at  Littlehampton  and  Chichester  harbours.  Last 
year  the  bass  remained  the  winter  through,  and  afforded 
sport  when  rivers  were  unfishable.  — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  very  much  flooded  tor 
some  days,  but  Monday  last  being  fine  a few  fishermen 
were  about,  two  gentlemen  getting  three  salmon  each 
averaging  181b. ; another  gentleman  got  one,  but  the 
rain  following  has  shut  out  all  hopes  of  salmon  fishing 
for  1894.  A seal  was  captured  on  the  sands  at  Baggy 
Point  on  Monday.  The  net  men,  although  watched  by 
six  or  eight  watchmen,  still  manage  to  get  a cwt.  or  two 
of  a night,  and  sell  at  4d.  per  lb.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — Rain  has  been  had  in  this  part 
and  the  river  continues  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out 
of  order  for  grayling  fishing.  No  anglers  have  been  out, 
in  fact,  fishing  is  at  a standstill,  and  will  be  so  until  the 
river  goes  down  and  clears,  when  some  fine  grayling 
should  be  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clnm,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  coloured  and  out  of  fishing  order.— S.  Ludlow 
Teme  (Tenbury). — The  river  is  running  high  and 
muddy,  and  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  continued  rain 
has  spoilt  all  fishing,  and  no  sport  can  be  expected  until 
the  water  goes  down.  No  rods  have  been  out,  but  good 
sport  should  be  had  when  the  water  clears.  The  Red 
Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  all  out  of  order. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).  — Pike  fishermen  are  meeting 
with  marvellous  sport  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Newark  district,  both  live  baiting  and  spinning. 
From  Fiskerton  down  to  Carlton  the  Trent  has  never 
been  better  patronised  during  November.  From  Farndon 
and  Averham  Weirs  many  ranging  from  41b.  to  101b. 
have  been  bagged  by  Messrs.  T.  Mackenzie,  D. 
Slater,  Benson,  Baker,  and  others.  The  Muskham 
water  has  been  equally  satisfactory,  and  some  Notting- 
ham gentlemen  who  favoured  the  Kelham  and  Colling- 
ham  lengths  returned  with  fish  of  81b.  from  the  former 
and  101b.  from  the  latter.  Nearly  fifty  pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  Devon,  the  best  brace  by  Mr.  J.  Hobson 
weighing  61b.  each,  Mr.  W.  Mountney,  Mr.  F.  Lunn, 
and  others  having  fish  from  41b.  to  61b. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge).— Fairly  good  sport  was  had 
with  salmon  during  the  last  week  of  the  season.  The 
rivers  here  at  present  are  crowded  with  salmon.  There 
are  scores  to  be  seen  daily  going  over  the  different  falls. 
— PONTSENNY. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Since  the  recent  heavy 
rains  our  lake  has  well  filled,  so  we  may  expect  the  jack 
to  come  on  feed  as  last  year,  when  there  were  some 
excellent  takes.  We  have  had  some  fairly  good  sport 
since  last  writing : Messrs.  Dennis,  61b.  roach  ; Spraight, 
31b. ; Kemble,  81b.  ; Marshal,  201b. ; White,  181b.  ; 
Goodman,  71b.  : Phillips,  41b.  roach,  one  jack  6ilb. ; 
Frost,  31b.  roach,  one  jack  51b.  ; Watkins,  41b.  roach  ; 
Glenn,  41b. ; Bush,  51b.  ; Pratt,  61b.  roach,  one  jack 
5^1b.  ; Young,  71b.  roach;  Snell,  51b.  ; Carter,  6£lb.  To 
show  you  how  well  our  lake  is  stocked  with  fish,  Mr. 
Marshall  took  1061b.  of  jack  in  two  days  this  year,  and 
Mr.  White  681b.  ditto.— John  Warner. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — The  large  number  of  jack  taken 
this  year  shows  the  result  of  continual  stocking. _ The 
third  assignment  of  large  roach  and  dace,  600  in  all, 
were  consigned  to  the  lake  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  in 
the  course  of  the  next  fortnight  there  will  be  a great 
quantity  of  all  kinds  of  fish  placed  in  this  water,  thanks 
to  an  Essex  farmer  who  has  given  the  proprietor  permis- 
sion to  net  his  three  large  ponds.  Mr.  Taylor  secured 
three  pike,  and  lost  the  301b.  in  trying  to  get  it  into  the 
landing  net.  Other  successful  anglers  were  Messrs. 
Leitham,  J.  Henderson,  Issott,  Beach,  Black,  and 
Osmond.  Before  fishing  it  would  be  advisable  to  con- 
sult the  keeper. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).  — Angling  in  this 
district  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  local  sportsmen. 
Now  and  then  there  are  a few  strangers,  who  come  down 
for  a bit  of  pike  fishing,  to  be  seen,  but  the  bottom- 
fishers  are  mostly  local  men.  The  river  is  in  a good 
state  both  for  trolling  and  roaching,  and  the  roach  are 
stated  to  be  biting  better  even  in  the  over-fished  dis- 
tricts. Lincoln  men  are  said  to  be  getting  some  good 
bags  from  Brayford,  the  Fossdyke,  and  about  Stamp 
End.  The  best  pike  fishing  is  to  be  found  in  the  lengths 
nearer  to  Boston — Dogdyke,  Kishstead,  Tattershall, 
Eastville,  &c.  From  the  subscription  waters  of  the 
South  Fortyfoot  some  excellent  roach  are  being  taken. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Rivers  have 
been  in  very  fair  condition  for  grayling  fishing  during 
the  week.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  been 
rather  too  high  for  fly-fishing,  but  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  by  those  anglers  who  have  used  the  worm  and 
maggot.  Two  local  anglers  had  a very  pretty  lot  on  Mon- 
day, taken  chiefly  with  the  worm.  Heavy  rain  has  fallen 
to-day,  which  has  put  a lot  of  colour  into  both  rivers,  but 
if  no  further  downfall  comes,  they  will  be  in  condition 
again  when  this  appears. — Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on  Sea.  — Weather  still  fickle,  but 
fishing  from  the  shore  yielding  good  results  there  being 
plenty  of  codling,  whiting,  flat  fish,  &c.,  close  in  and 
feeding  very  freoly.  Reports  reach  me  of  excellent  bags 
made,  Mr.  J.  Ellingford  especially  having  experienced 
oapital  sport  with  ordinary  Butt  line  and  lug  and 
sprat  bait.  Amongst  several  really  good  kanls  rccently 
he  hooked  a fine  well-conditioned  cod  of  17*16.,  and 
another  which  scaled  1341b.  At  Thorpe-Ness  recently  a 
very  fine  seal  ( Phoca  vitulina)  was  shot  by  the  coxswain 
of  the  Thorpe  lifeboat.— G.  A.  W. 

Brighton.— Numbers  of  boat  anglers  were  off  yester- 
day (6th)  Calm  sea  and  summer  weather  to-day  (7th). 
Another  storm  from  the  S.W.  Winter  herrings  are 
becoming  more  abundant,  and  small  open  boats  are 
taking  four  or  six  hundred  a night  by  sewin  nets  when 
the  weather  permits.— H. 

Deal— Anglers  have  had  fair  sport  here  till  within 
the  last  two  days,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  surface  ot 
the  water  having  smoothed  down,  the  fish  have  become 
shy  of  taking  the  hook.  But  there  must  be  some  large 
fish  in  this  part  of  the  channel,  as  the  sprat  and  herring1 
nets  are  much  torn  about.  As,  however,  the  weather 
has  become  more  threatening,  some  good  sport  may  be 
expected.  On  Nov.  4 Dr.  Goodall  was  out  with  W. 
Baker  for  four  and  a half  hours,  and  landed  eight  and  a 
half  score  whiting,  four  cod  (largest  131b.),  one  pollack, 
121b.,  besides  gurnet,  conger  eels,  and  two  score  of  dog- 
fish. Mr.  Ball  and  Mr.  Newell  were  also  out  with  Tom 
Norris  for  four  hours,  and  landed  five  score  whiting, 
three  plaice,  three  cod,  five  usdogs,  and  one  gurnet. 
There  have  been  good  takes  of  whiting  and  codling 
by  throwing  lines  out  from  the  beach.  — Edward 
Hanger  (Agent,  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society). 

Great  Yarmouth.— Sea  fishing  has  fallen  oft  a little, 
but  the  weather  is  favourable.  Last  Saturday  Mr. 
Atherton  had  two  fish  of  101b.  each  on  the  jetty  ; Mr. 
Edwards  351b.  fish,  one  fish  161b.,  61b.,  41b.,  31b.,  the  rest 
whiting ; on  Monday,  Mr.  Edwards  one  fish  (yb.  and 
another  4Jlb ; on  Tuesday  Mr.  Handly,  of  Highbury, 
had  a good  catch  of  whiting  (between  twenty  and  thirty 
fish)  off  the  pier,  largest  fish  lib.  loz.  Messrs.  Walkden 
and  Davie  had  a day  amongst  the  roach  on  Kendall 
Dyke,  taking  sixty-eight  fish  between  them  (largest 
lib.).— H.  Salinger.  ...  . . , A 

Hastings. — The  weather  here  is  far  from  settled, 
and  the  sea  has  been  rough.  Tuesday  was  the  first  day 
suitable  for  boat  angling  we  have  had  for  some  time. 
There  were  a good  many  boats  out.  Fish  were  not  very 
plentiful,  but  ran  large ; a good  number  of  large  cod 
have  been  secured.  On  Monday  last  a carp  weighing 
close  on  41b.  was  taken  alive  out  of  the  overflow  at  the 
outfall  of  the  main  drainage  of  Hastings.  The  fish  had 
evidently  made  its  way  from  one  of  the  park  ponds,  which, 
owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  overflowed,  the  flood 
water  being  conveyed  by  a culvert  to  the  main  drain,  the 
fish  seemed  none  the  worse  for  its  journey  of  over  a mile 
down  the  sewer. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth. — November  is  a very  good  month  tor  all 
kinds  of  sea-fishing,  the  pouting  which  we  have  been 
catching  during  the  last  few  months  are  in  much  better 
condition  now,  and  gradually  improve  until  December, 
although  they  are  caught  right  on  through  the  winter. 
They  should  not  however  be  caught  in  the  spring,  as 
that  is  their  spawning  time.  Pilchards  are  now  making 
their  appearance,  which  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  great  numbers  are  caught  in  Semes.  Although  it 
is  somewhat  early,  herrings  have  appeared  all  along  our 
coast  in  great  shoals,  and  will  be  caught  during  this 
and  next  month  ; when  they  retire  into  the  deep  water 
to  spawn.  Grey  mullet  and  smelt  are  to  be  caught  at 
the  Great  Western  Docks,  and  an  occasional  conger  oft 
the  West  Hoe  Pier.  The  list  of  fish  in  season  for  this 
month  include  anchovy,  twaite-shad,  herring,  sprat, 
pilchard,  the  wrasses  generally,  tub,  piper  red  gurnard, 
sole,  flounder,  dab,  plaice,  mary-sole,  halibut,  turbot, 
brill  dory,  surmullet,  coal-fish,  hake,  whiting,  cod, 
haddock,  pouting,  ling,  athenne  (smelt)  skate, 
homelyn  ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  and  all  shell  fash. 
William  Hearder.  . , , 

Portmagee.— The  weather  has  been  very  favourable 
for  the  past  few  days,  and  good  takes  of  gurnard, 
mackerel,  whiting,  and  bream  were  had  by  anglers. 
The  netsmen  had  good  hauls  of  scad  and  mackerel 
Pollack  fishing  has  afforded  but  indifferent  sport- 
T j D 

Solent  (Southsea  and  District).— With  a strong 
wind  most  of  the  week  the  boats  have  not  been  able  to 
do  well,  and  with  south  or  south-west  winds  prevailing 
here  lately  it  is  hard  to  get  a boat  from  the  beach. 
Some  good  codling  have  been  taken  ui  Chicbeater 
Harbour,  the  largest  I have  heard  of  9£lb.  Eels  ate 
still  out  of  the  mud,  and  often  caught  from  the  piers  and 
shore  Victoria  Pier,  from  which  the  steamboats  have 
now  ceased  to  call,  will  be  good  until  Easter,  and  East 
Southsea  the  same.  Baits-lug-worms  herrings,  fresh 
sprats.  Prospects  for  next  week  oad— C.  J.  Dean 

^ Valentia. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack  since  the 
favourable  change  in  the  weather  set  in.  Mackerel  are 
still  numerous,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out  specially 
after  them.  Gurnard  are  very  plentiful,  and  large 
numbers  of  them  were  taken  on  Monday  by  anglers 
using  fresh  mackerel  bait.  T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — The  sea  angling  has  been  interrupted 
here  in  the  wide  open  bay  by  unfavourable  winds  and  a 
rough  sea  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last 
report  On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  when  the  weather 
moderated,  a few  anglers  had  average  baskets  of 
whiting,  gurnard,  &c.,  in  the  small  bay  and  at  Ballin- 
skelligs  Island.  Rock  fishing  is  now  over  for  the 
season. — T.  J.  D. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS.  . 

Border  Esk.— Heavy  rains  marked  the  closing  days 
of  the  angling  season  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle..  in 
addition  to  catches  recorded  last  week  are  the  following : 
—Mr.  Walter  Irving  landed  a Balmon  weighing  2Zlb.  in 
the  Byre  Burnfoot  water ; Lord  George  Scott,  fishing  in 
the  reserved  water,  killed  a fine  salmon  a,  few  minutes 
after  reaching  the  water  side  ; Mr.  John  Calvert  landed 
a salmon  29.)lb.  in  the  Byre  Burnfoot  water.  In  the 
Double  water,  Mr.  Elliot,  Westwater,  had  a salmon 
61b.  • Mr.  Loor  secured  two  salmon  from  the  Willow- 
pool’  weighing  respectively  121b.  and  61b.  ; Mr.  Wright 
landed  one  of  131b.  from  the  Willow  pool;  Mr.  Wm. 
Byers  had  one  of  51b.  in  the  Canonbie  water  ; Mr.  Shaw 
creeled  a salmon  of  81b.  from  the  Mill  pool ; and  . Mr 
Wm.  Graham  caught  a fish  weighing  221b.  in  the  Liddle 

below  Penton. — G.  _ , , , „ , . „ 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— On  the  whole,  rod  fishing  on 
the  river  Deveron  has  been  very  successfully  prosecuted 
during  the  past  season,  more  especially  in  the  upper 
parts  of  the  river.  Even  on  the  deeper  pool  where  the 
water  was  low,  good  sport  was  got,  and  not  for  many 
years  has  there  been  such  a large  appearand  of  fish  in 
the  river.  On  one  of  the  best  waters,  that  of  Netherdale, 
about  100  fish  were  killed. — H.  W.  , ^ 

Forth.— The  last  few  days  gave  good  returns,  and 
the  following  are  a few  of  the  latest  details : On  the 
30th  ult.  Mr.  Turnbull,  Glasgow,  three  grilse,  51b.,  51b., 
and  81b. ; Mr.  Lindsay,  Stirling,  one  71b. ; Mr  Sibbald, 
Falkirk,  one  101b.  ; Mr.  Butt,  Falkirk,  one  101b.  , Mr. 
Kerr  Dennv  one  111b.  ; Mr.  Smith,  Stirling,  one  51b.  ; 
Mr.  6.  Derrick,  Stirling,  one  81b.  ; Dr.  Robertson,  one 
salmon  151b. ; Mr.  Nelson,  Stirling  one  salmon  161b  -S 
North-East  of  Scotland.-The  foUowmg  details 
came  to  hand  after  last  week’s  parcel  : On  the  Woodend 
water,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Watson  creeled,  on  the  last 
two  days  of  the  season,  eleven  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to 
241b „ and  in  the  previous  week  sixteen  varying-  from 
61b.  to  261b.  On  the  Blackhall  water  Mr.  J.  I- Hay 
landed  four  fish,  ll*lb.f  181b.,  191b.,  201b.  respectively  ; 
six  of  12£lb„  201b.,  201b.,  201b. , 20Jlb.,  22Mb.,  respectively 
seven  and  two  ranging  from  iOib  t0  20Ib.  °n  Cairnton, 
Mr.  T.  Turner,  Farley,  landed  three,  101b.,  182lb.,  and 
201b.  ; four  varying  from  4 jib.  to  172lb. ; two,  of  151b., 
and  20 jib.  ; and,  on  closing  day,  six,  of  61b.,  bilb., 

7 Alb.,  and  181b..  On  Kinneskie,  Mr.  Adam  Teacher 
Montague  landed  three,  of  81b.,  121b.,  and  181b. ; on 
Wednesday  two,  of  81b  and  111b  On  Inchmario 
water,  Mr.  Williams  landed  three  121b.  131b 

and  231b.  On  Crathes,  Captain  Ashton  had  nine 
on  one  day,  scaling  from  71b  to  211b.  ; seven  on 
another,  three  on  another  and,  on 
had  five  to  his  own  rod,  scaling  from  101b.  to  201b . On 
Saturday  Miss  Elina  Ashton  grassed  a beauty  ot  17lb. 
her  first  fish.  The  total  bag  on  this  water  was  ninety 
fish  On  the  Durris  water  Mr.  H.  R.  Baird  and  party 
have  had  really  excellent  catches.  One  day  they  had 
twenty  salmon,  scaling  from  101b.  to  301b.,  a^  similar 
bags  on  the  closing  day.  On  Drum  and  Park  Mr  Ch  . 
Todd  and  Mr.  Deans  have  also  had  good  sport.  On  the 
Don  the  cruives  fished  fairly  well,  several  fish  having 
been  got  daily,  Mr.  Thomson  having  eight  one  day  to  his 
own  rod.  A very  good  record  has  been  knocked  up  on  the 
Seaton  waters,  mainly  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
river.  Two  fish  of  301b.  were  got  on  the  Grandholm 
and  Seaton  waters  ; these  are  the  heaviest  recorded  fish. 
The  season  on  the  Ugie  has  all  along  ^en  much  of  a 
failure.  The  largest  fish  got  was  by  Mr.  Hutchison, 
Peterhead,  scaling  161b.  Only  three  days’  good  waters 

were  had  before  the  close.  t 

North.  Esk.-On  Panmure  Hotel  waters  on  the  last 
dav  Mr  A.  G.  Campbell  had  a fine  fresh  fish  of  lJ£lb., 
and  a grilse  of  61b.  On  a previous  day  Mr.  McKenzie 

la  South  n«)f  Scotland" — On  Thursday  last  the  Annan 
overflowed  its  banks,  and  on  tbe  following  day,  when  the 
water  began  to  clear  off,  a fine  head  of  salmon  made 
their  appearance.  This  (Wednesday)  morning  the 
Annan  was  in  grand  order  for  fly.  Dr- 

killed  a fish  of  191b.  at  Blacketles.  While  I send  oft 
my  notes  the  river  is  again  in  a big  red  flood, 
byY  far  the  heaviest  spate  of  this  year  On  the 
UDDer  Annan  a fair  number  of  salmon  fell  to  the 
rods  in  the  floods  of  last  week.  The  fish  were 
nearly  all  caught  with  worm  bait.  In  the  Hoddom 
Castle  water,  Mr.  Brook  killed  one  salmon  last  week 
with  tty  ; and  on  Tuesday,  in  the  same  water,  a gentle- 
man had  one  good  salmon.  In  the  Din woodie  water,  Mr. 
Campbell  killed  a nice  salmon  ot  1441b . with  the  natural 
minnow  Mr.  Cameron  killed  one  ot  201b.  In  the  Nith, 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  George  Nelson  killed  one  of  22lb.  out  of 
the  pool.  The  Nith  is  now  in  heavy  flood.  The  Gallo 
way  rivers  closed  last  week.  The  Dee  and  th.® ’ this 

brightshire  Fleet  were  pretty  much  of  a failure  this 
season.  The  only  river  now  open  in  Galloway  is  the 
Urr  which  hangs  on  to  the  end  of  the  month  and  expires 
with  the  Tweed.  All  the  Ayrshire  waters  are  now 
closed.  The  Annan  closes  its  season  on  Nov.  10. 
Heatherbell.  . , 

Tweed.— Since  last  week  we  have  scarcely  had  any- 
thing else  but  a succession  of  floods,  large  and  small, 
the  heaviest  of  these  occurring  on  Friday  last,  when  the 
gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  registered  7tt.  of  flood  water. 
These  oft  recurring  rises  have  nearly  disheaitened  the 
salmon  angler,  but  as  the  rivers  are  to-day  (Wednes- 
day), in  fair  ply  and  not  of  a bad  colour,  several  gentle 
men  are  out  on  the  various  waters  in  all  the  districts. 
On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Farquhar,  ?n.th“  Bem,ors-^ 
water,  had  one  salmon  of  281b.  This  is  the  only  fash 
that  has  been  killed  during  tbe  week  All  the  reaches 
on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  now  fully  stocked  with 
all  kinds  of  fish— salmon,  grilse,  and  bull  trout,  lhe 
tributary  streams  are  also  well  stocked  with  sea  trout, 
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the  Kale  and  tho  Kttriok  being  especially  ho.  Although 
rain  ih  falling  slightly  to-day,  wifcli  tho  glass  on  tho 
downward  move,  it  ih  not  oxpootod  that  a further  rise 
will  ooour  Ih  ih  wook  to  put  a stop  to  angling,  and  fairly 
Rood  sport  IH  now  expeotod  by  tho  fishermen  on  all  the 
angling  wator.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Tyro“e  Rivers.  Not  for  forty  yearn  hnvo  thoro 
been  HU  oil  largo  runs  of  salmon  in  tho  Mourno,  Kao, 
Jllaokwator,  liallindorry,  Derg,  Strull,  and  other  Ty  rone 
rivorH.  LaHt  wook  in  one  day  it  was  estimated  that  from 
thirtoon  to  fifteen  toiiH  of  fi«h  oroHsod  ono  weir  in  the 
Mourno.  lho  rivorn  are  all  high,  ho  that  poaching  at 
tho  carries  and  fords  has  boon  impossible.— J.  A.  If. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  tho  Holborn  Itontaurant,  on  Monday  night,  Mr. 
r,.  roreman  presided  at  tho  usual  woekly  meeting  of  this 
sooioty,  when  four  now  momborH  were  elected,  and  it 
was  announced  that  on  Monday,  Dec.  3,  Dr.  Patterson 
would  read  a paper  boforo  the  members  entitled 

Salmon,  sea  trout,  and  trout — what  are  they  ? ” 
Owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather  and  floods,  poor 
sport  was  reported  by  those  of  the  members  who  had 
•been  out;  but  at  Newbury,  in  the  now  famous  pool 
Mr  W.  T.  Galloway,  lion,  sec.,  stated  that  ho  had  run 
a pike,  which  he  estimated  at  about  201b.,  but  had 
unfortunately  lost  it  owing1  to  the  hooks  coining  away  • 
Dr.  Brunton  had  had  little  sport  up  north;  and  Mr 
Bridgeman,  who  had  tried  the  Colne  at  Radlett,  gave  in 
a similar  report.  Dr.  Head  and  Mr.  Harden  had  fished 
the  Itchen,  with  the  result  that  the  latter  had  landed 
three  brace  of  grayling.  The  river  was  stated  to  be 
very  full  and  clouded.  Last  week  Messrs.  Reuss  and 
Cryer  weighed-in  two  fine  pike,;i21b.  and  151b.  respect- 
ively, from  the  club  water  at  Newbury.  The  customary 
toasts,  and  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for 
presiding,  closed  the  meeting. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  on 
Monday  at  the  bun  Hotel,  Kingston.  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  J.P.,  president,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a large  attendance. 

In  opening  the  proceedings,  the  chairman  said  that  an 
angling  society  for  Kingston  had  long  been  a necessity, 
f,nd  t,hej6  aPPeared  to  be  every  prospect  that  now  that 
they  had  one  inaugurated,  it  would  have  a successful 
career. 

A letter  was  read  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Harrison,  J.P 
intimating  that  he  would  be  a vice-president,  and  from 
Mr  H Bay  Icy,  of  Teddington,  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Foster 
members  °n’  announcin°  their  intention  of  becoming 

tJhe  ,Chai™a"  s,al'i  that  the  meeting  would  re-discuss 
the  rides  that  had  been  adopted  at  the  inaugural  meet- 
ing,  in  order  to  give  members  who  desired  to  suggest 
alterations  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  before  they  were 
printed.  It  was  most  essential  that  the  rules  by  which 
the  society  would  be  governed  should  be  framed  so  as 
to  meet  all  emergencies.  They  had  all  doubtless  read 
or  heard  of  the  wordy  warfare  which  had  lately  taken 
place  between  two  or  three  persons  prominent  in  the 
angling  world  concerning  the  weights  and  measure- 
ments of  certain  pike.  This  proved  the  necessity  for 
having  the  rules,  especially  those  respecting  weights  of 

of  d?spu?J ^hereSaftermed  ther6  C°Uld  be  D°  ?ossibility 

K,  Lar?e  Proposed  that  the  subscription  of 
10s.  6d.  should  be  payable  half-yearly  instead  of  yearly. 
Mr.  D.  Hayer  seconded,  and  Mr.  Alexander  supported 
majority  m°tl0n  Was  reiected  an  overwhelming 

Mr  Alfred  Nuthall  proposed  that  honorary  members 
be  admitted  upon  payment  of  10s.  6d.  annually  He 
said  there  were  persons  in  Kingston  and  the  district,  some 
even  who  were  not  anglers,  who  would  like  to  be 
^norary  members  though  they  would  not  perhaps 
wish  to  attend  all  the  meetings.  Such  persons  ought  to 
be  permitted  to  join,  and  allowed  to  attend  any  general 
meeting  if  they  felt  so  inclined.  The  motion  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  and  adopted. 

, a-  Denniford  proposed  that  no  money  prizes 
should  be  given  for  specimen  fish.  Mr.  Nuthall  in 
seconding  said  he  thought  all  prizes  should  be  giveA  in 
kind,  and  he  was  pleased  to  know  that  none  were  to  be 
given  for  gross-weight  fish.  The  resolution  was  carried. 

rPsDJ;odarityi.PJ',0p0Sed’  Mr-  ¥r^e  seconded,  and  it  was 
resolved,  that  the  provisional  committee  of  five  should 

S'nJni°ffice  £°r,a,n?the,r  month>  after  which  a com- 
mittee  of  eleven  should  be  elected 

on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Frayling,  said  that  a 

f.'thI-USe  °f,  m?mbers  °f  the  society  would  always 
be  at  their  disposal  when  required. 

rJLn™ber  !°f  n,lembers  were  then  enrolled,  and  the 
proceeomgs  closed. 


vioo-cbair  was  oocupiod  by  tho  president  (and  founder), 
. r\  f - Fodloy.  One  of  tho  host  pianists  to  bo  found 
in  the  City  of  London  (Mr.  Alfred  Waroham)  performed 
an  overture  (selection  from  “Martha”)  in  a masterly 
manner ; and  the  songs,  recitations,  parodies,  cornet 
solos,  &o.,  which  kept  the  vast  audience  on  tho  qv/i  vine 
until  the  time  for  closing  waH  announced,  will  be  remem- 
bered uh  a red-letter  day  in  the  annals  of  this  society  of 
Caxtonian  Waltonians.  To  enumerate  tho  artists  who 
favoured  tho  audience  with  their  talent  would  occupy 
more  space  than  is  at  the  disposal  of  tho  writer.  Suflico 
it  to  say  that  nearly  all  the  artists  wore  vociferously 
encored,  but  both  chairman  and  vice  were  obliged  to  call 
Next,  please !” 

So  much  for  tho  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Lychno- 
bitos.  It  may  be  asked,  What  are  the  Lychnobites  ? 
Woaroull  familiar  with  tho  Blank  Rovers,  the  Blank 
Ramblers,  tho  Blank  Brothers,  the  Blank  United,  the 
Blank  I iscatonals,  tho  Funny  Folks,  the  Odds  and 
Evens,  the  Happy  Friends,  and  the  Cozy  Anglers.  But 
the  Lychnobites  ! W ell,  this  was  the  interpretation  given 
to  a visitor.  The  word  “Lychnobite”  is  taken 
Greek  w°rds — lychnos,  a lamp,  and  biox,  life, 
or  life  under  the  lamp.”  Meaning  that  all  who  bore 
the  name  wore  men  who  “ slept  by  day  and  worked  by 
t1  .The  society  is  indebted  to  the  secretary,  Mr, 
J.  E.  Griffiths,  for  this  learned  name. 

Starting  with  seventeen  members  it  now  numbers 
nearly  fifty,  and  comprise  “ lychnos”  from  nearly  every 
morning  paper  in  London.  It  has  been  shown  that  they 
can  eat  and  sing  and  recite  ; they  can  also  fish.  Mr 
Logan  was  at  the  top  of  the  list  with  901b.,  closely 
followed  by  Messrs.  Eady,  Harold,  Skinner,  W. 
Mathers  F.  Whittle,  and  T.  Omrod.  The  prizes  won 
during’  the  season  were  presented  by  Host  Stinner  in  a 
most  fehcitous  manner.  Next  to  a “ worthy  ” host  are 
the  officials.  Mr.  T.  Pedley  is  a capable  president ; Mr. 
Harold  Skinner,  vice-president ; and  Mr.  Griffiths  an 
indefatigable  hon.  sec.  This  society  assuredly  has  a 
bright  future  in  store.  A commendably  high  standard 
is  adopted.  Concerts  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  and  other 
societies  have  been  and  will  be  held  ; and  though  only 
one  y ear  old  the  secretary  announced  that  half  a guinea 
had  been  voted  from  its  funds  towards  the  “ Walton 
Window. 

Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  already  have  ocular  demon- 
stration of  the  prowess  of  one  of  the  members — Mr 
Walter  Eady— who  on  Friday  last  was  successful  in 
capturing  a carp  of  181b.  loz.  from  a private  lake  near 
v\  in  (is  or.  The  fish  was  caught  from  the  bank  with  a 
rod  and  line,  jack  tackle  being  used  ; bait,  a medium- 
sized dace.  The  following  are  the  dimensions  : Extreme 
length,  34gin.  ; from  nose  to  fork  tail,  30*in.  ; from  nose 
to  end  of  gill  cover,  8in. ; girth  at  largest  part,  21in.  ; at 
base  of  back  fins,  10 jin.  Mr.  Eady  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  his  success. 

The  following  kind  and  instructive  letter  has  been 
received  from  “ Giant  ” : 

“ I have  much  pleasure  in  replying  to  your  carp 
query  of  to-day.  The  181b.  loz.  fish  to  which  you  refer 
is  not  quite  a record.  I gather  from  the  Field  of 
Oct.  28,  1893,  in  answer  to  a correspondent,  that  ‘ about 
ten  years  ago  there  was  a report  in  the  Field  of  a carp 
weighing  191b.  taken  at  Sheffield  Park,  and  there  are 
fairly  well  authenticated  records  of  one  of  211b.  taken 
at  Bayham  Abbey,  near  Lamberhurst,  in  1870.  The 
largest,  however,  was  a carp  of  24Jlb.  taken  in  1858 
from  the  great  pond  at  Harling,  near  Petersfield  The 
five  carp  shown  by  Mr.  John  Kelly,  at  the  Piscatorial 
Exhibition,  Royal  Aquarium,  1892,  weighed  591b.” 

The  greatest  praise  is  due  to  the  stewards  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a gloom 
was  cast  over  the  otherwise  enjoyable  evening  by  the 
announcement  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Walters,  proprietor 
of  The  Times. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  COMPETITION. 

At  the  last  committee  meeting  another  prize  was 
received  from  Mr.  Wood  (of  the  Hoxton  Brothers) 
consisting  of  a pair  of  vases. 

All  the  prizes  will  be  on  view  at  the  committee  room 
Church  street,  Edgware-road,  W.,  on  Thursday  evening 
n8xt  at  7.30. 


It  is  earnestly  requested  that  winners  of  prizes  will 
attend  on  that  night  to  select  them.  Although  the  list 
of  winners  was  given  in  the  Gazette  in  the  order  of 
highest  takes,  the  prizes  will  be  disposed  of  as  follows  : 
No.  1 (Mr.  Gerrard)  to  have  first  choice  ; 

No.  2 (Mr.  Greg)  to  have  second  choice  ; 
and  so  on  until  all  the  prizes  have  been  selected. 

It  is  hoped  that  secretaries  who  have  not  sent  in 
returns  will  do  so  at  once,  in  order  that  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  distribution  may  be  carried  out.  The 
dite  will  be  announced  shortly. 


23,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill. 


oj.  non  oec. 


THE  LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIE' 

Annual  Dinner. 

w°N£ftnlay  eVen[ng>  N„ov-  5> at  Blue  Last, Bn 
way  City  the  members  of  the  above  enterprising  , 
sat  down  to  their  first  annual  dinner.  It  may  as  we] 
stated  at  once  that  the  dinner  was  excellently  ser 

by  * ~»p*»s 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  that  well-known  and  mi 
respected  licensed  victualler,  Mr.  F.  Skinner,  tho  hot 
tho  Ben  Jonson  (headquarters  of  the  Lychnobites)  1 


BAHIA,  OR  SAN  SALVADOR. 

The  day  has  passed  delightfully.  Delight  itself,  how- 
ever, is  a weak  term  to  express  the  feelings  of  a 
naturalist  who,  for  the  first  time,  has  wandered  by  him- 
self in  a Brazilian  forest.  The  elegance  of  the  grasses, 
the  novolty  of  the  parasitical  plants,  the  beauty  of  tho 
flowers,  the  glossy  green  of  the  foliage,  but  above  all 
the  general  luxuriance  of  the  vegetation,  filled  me  with 
admiration.  A most  paradoxical  mixture  of  sound  and 
silence  porvades  the  shady  parts  of  the  wood.  The 
noise  from  the  insects  is  so  loud,  that  it  may  be  hoard 
oven  in  a vessel  anchored  several  hundrod  yards  from  * 


the  shore;  yet  within  the  recesses  of  the  forest  a 
universal  silence  appears  to  reign.  To  a person  fond  of 
natural  history,  such  a day  as  this  brings  with  it  a 
deeper  pleasure  than  ho  can  ever  hope  to  experience 
again.  After  wandering  about  for  some  hours,  I 
returned  to  the  landing-place  ; but,  before  reaching  it,  I 
was  overtaken  by  a tropical  storm.  I tried  to  find 
Bhelter  under  a tree,  which  was  so  thick  that  it  would 
never  have  been  penetrated  by  common  English  rain; 
but  here,  in  a couple  of  minutes,  a little  torrent  flowed 
down  the  trunk.  It  is  to  this  violence  of  the  rain  that 
we  must  attribute  tho  verdure  at  the  bottom  of  the 
thickest  woods  : if  the  showers  were  like  those  of  a 
colder  clime,  the  greater  part  would  be  absorbed  or 
evaporated  before  it  reached  the  ground.  I will  not  at 
present  attempt  to  describe  the  gaudy  scenery  of  this 
noble  bay,  because,  in  our  homeward  voyage,  we  called 
here  a second  time,  and  I shall  then  have  occasion  to 
remark  on  it. 

Along  the  whole  coast  of  Brazil,  for  a length  of  at 
least  2,000  miles,  and  certainly  for  a considerable  Bpace 
inland,  wherever  solid  rock  occurs,  it  belongs  to  a 
granitic  formation.  The  circumstance  of  this  enormous 
area  being  constituted  of  materials  which  most  geo- 
logists believe  to  have  been  crystallised  when  heated 
under  pressure,  gives  rise  to  many  curious  reflections. 
Was  this  effect  produced  beneath  the  depths  of  a pro- 
found ocean  .-  or  did  a covering  of  strata  formerly  extend 
over  it,  which  has  since  been  removed?  Can  we  believe 
that  any  power,  acting  for  a time  short  of  infinity,  could 
have  denuded  the  granite  over  so  many  thousand  square 
leagues  ? 

On  a point  not  far  from  the  city,  where  a rivulet 
entered  the  sea,  I observed  a fact  connected  with  a 
subject  discussed  by  Humboldt.  At  the  cataracts  of 
tho  great  rivers  Orinoco,  Nile,  and  Congo,  the  syenitic 
rocks  are  coated  by  a black  substance,  appearing  as  if 
they  had  been  polished  with  plumbago.  The  layer  is  of 
extreme  thinness ; and  on  analysis  by  Berzelius  it  was 
found  to  consist  of  the  oxides  of  maganese  and  iron.  In 
the  Orinoco  it  occurs  on  the  rocks  periodically  washed 
by  the  floods,  and  in  those  parts  alone  where  the  stream 
is  rapid;  or,  as  the  Indians  say,  ‘the  rocks  are  black 
where  the  waters  are  white.’  Here  the  coating  is  of  a 
rich  brown  instead  of  a black  colour,  and  seems  to  be 
composed  of  ferruginous  matter  alone.  Hand  specimens 
fail  to  give  a just  idea  of  these  brown  burnished  stones 
which  glitter  in  the  sun’s  rays.  They  occur  only  within 
the  limits  of  the  tidal  waves ; and  as  the  rivulet  slowly 
trickles  down,  the  surf  must  supply  the  polishing 
power  of  the  cataracts  in  the  great  rivers.  In  like 
manner,  the  rise  and  the  fall  of  the  tide  probably 
answer  to  the  periodical  inundations  ; and  thus  the  same 
effects  are  produced  under  apparently  different  but 
really  similar  circumstances.  The  origin,  however,  of 
these  coatings  of  metallic  oxides,  which  seem  as  if 
cemented  to  the  rocks,  is  not  understood  ; and  no  reason, 

I believe,  can  be  assigned  for  their  thickness  remaining 
the  same. 

One  day  I was  amused  by  watching  the  habits  of  the 
Diodon  antennatus,  which  was  caught  swimming  near 
the  shore.  This  fish,  with  its  flabby  skin,  is  well  known 
to  possess  the  singular  power  of  distending  itself  into  a 
nearly  spherical  form.  After  having  been  taken  out  of 
water  for  a short  time,  and  then  again  immersed  in  it,  a 
considerable  quantity  both  of  water  and  air  is  absorbed 
by  the  mouth,  and  perhaps  likewise  by  the  branchial 
orifices.  This  process  is  effected  by  two  methods  ; the 
air  is  swallowed,  and  is  then  forced  into  the  cavity 
of  the  body,  its  return  being  prevented  by  a muscular 
contraction  which  is  externally  visible;  but  the  water 
enters  in  a gentle  stream  through  the  month,  which  is 
kept  wide  open  and  motionless  ; this  latter  action  must, 
therefore,  depend  on  suction.  The  skin  about  the 
abdomen  is  much  looser  than  that  on  the  back  ; hence, 
during  the  inflation,  the  lower  surface  becomes  far  more 
distended  than  the  upper;  and  the  fish,  in  consequence, 
floats  with  its  back  downwards.  Cuvier  doubts  whether 
the  Diodon  in  this  position  is  able  to  swim ; but  not  only 
can  it  thus  move  forward  in  a straight  line,  but  it  can 
turn  round  to  either  side.  This  latter  movement  is 
effected  solely  by  the  aid  of  the  pectoral  fins ; the  tail 
being  collapsed,  and  not  used.  From  the  body  being 
buoyed  up  with  so  much  air,  the  branchial  openings  are 
out  of  water,  but  a stream  drawn  in  by  the  mouth 
constantly  flows  through  them. 

The  fish,  having  remained  in  this  distended  state  for 
a short  time,  generally  expelled  the  air  and  water  with 
considerable  force  from  the  branchial  apertures  and 
month.  It  could  emit,  at  will,  a certain  portion  of  the 
water;  and  it  appears,  therefore,  probable  that  this 
fluid  is  taken  in  partly  for  the  sake  of  regulating  its 
specific  gravity.  This  Diodon  possessed  several  means 
oi  defence.  It  could  give  a severe  bite,  and  could  eject 
water  from  its  mouth  to  some  distance,  at  the  same  time 
making  a curious  noise  by  the  movement  of  its  jaws. 
By  the  inflation  of  its  body,  the  papillcc,  with  which  the 
skin  is  covered,  become  erect  and  pointed.  But  the 
most  curious  circumstance,  is  that  it  secretes  from  the 
skin  of  its  belly,  when  handled,  a most  beautiful 
carmine-red  fibrous  matter,  which  stains  ivory  and 
paper  in  so  permanent  a manner,  that  the  tint  is  retained 
with  all  its  brightness  to  the  present  day : I am  quite 
ignorant  of  the  nature  and  use  of  this  secretion.  I have 
heard  from  Dr.  Allen,  of  Forres,  that  he  lias  frequently 
found  a Diodon,  floating  alive  and  distended,  in  the 
stomach  of  the  shark  ; and  that  on  several  occasions  he 
has  known  it  eat  its  way,  not  only  through  the  ooats  of 
the  stomach,  but  through  the  sides  of  tho  monster, 
which  has  thus  boon  killed.  Who  would  ever  have 
imagined  that  a little  soft  fish  could  have  destroyed  the 
great  and  savage  shark? — From  “The  Voyage  or 
H.M.S.  Beagle.” 
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Jingling  Jftjefutres. 

November  11.  — — 

Alma : Prize  outing’. 

Amicable  Brothers  : Match. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
Angler’s  Pride  : Match  at  Snnbury. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

Cosy  : Prize  outing. 

Dalston  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Enstonians  : Matoh  at  Amberley. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Great  Northern  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Havelock  : Match  at  Sawbridgeworth. 

Islington  Brothers  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Lincoln : Match  at  Woking. 

North  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Walton. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Royal  Oak  : Match. 

Serapis : Match  at  Shepperton. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Shepherd’s  Bush : Competition. 

Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Datchet. 

Sociable  Brothers  : Match  at  Ongar. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  : Match. 

South  London  : Prize  outing. 

November  12. 

Alma : Benefit  concert. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  Committee  meeting. 
Funny  Folks  : Visit. 

November  13. 

Allason  United : Visit. 

Convivial : Concert. 

Gresham  : Dr.  Brunton  will  relate  “ Some  H oliday 
Experiences.” 

Phoenix : Supper. 

November  14. 

Izaak  Walton : Prize  outing. 

South  London  : Match  at  Sunbury. 

Walham  Green  : Smoking  concert. 

November  15. 

Sundial : Half-yearly  supper. 

November  16. 

Dulwich  Waltonians  : Smoking  concert  and  presenta- 
tion. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


18. — Brompton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

18. — Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Hampton. 

18. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

18.  — Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

19.  — Original  Alexandra  : Visit. 

21. — Anchor  and  Hope  : Visit  and  presentation. 

21. — Convivial:  Visit. 

21.  — New  Albion  Piscatorials  : Punt  match. 

22.  — West  London  : Match. 

25. — Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Egham. 

25.  — United  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

26.  — Copenhagen  : .A.B.  concert. 

26.  — Hearts  of  Oak  : Concert. 

27.  — Rose  and  Crown  : Concert. 

29. — Islington  Brothers  : Supper. 

2.  — Camden  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

3.  — Piscatorial  Society : Reading  by  Dr.  Pat- 

terson. 

9. — Forest  Gate  Piscatorials : Christmas  prize 
outing. 

9. — Rose  and  Crown  : Christmas  prize  outing. 


goffings  Bp  tfye  pap. 

The  Central  Association  have  voted  two  guineas 
towards  the  erection  of  the  memorial  window  in  St. 
Dunstan’s  Church. 

******* 

Me.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  the  president  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation of  London  Anglers,  is  suffering  from  severe 
indisposition. 

******* 

On  Tuesday  evening  next,  a “ visit”  will  be  paid  to 
the  Allason  United  Angling  Society,  when  it  is  hoped 
“ Ben  ” will  receive  a bumper. 

• *••••• 

The  difficulty  in  many  instances  is  to  procure  the 
necessary  funds  to  purchase  fish  for  restocking  pur- 
poses. There  is  an  instance  on  record  where,  given  the 
funds,  the  fish  are  not  procurable.  Some  rudd  and 
chub  are  required  for  Huntingdonshire.  Mr.  Ford,  of 
Caistor,  is  supplying  a few  rudd,  but  some  chub  are  still 
wanted.  It  is  hoped  that  good  all-round  sportsman, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bryant,  of  56,  Great  Northern-street, 
Huntingdon,  will  soon  be  supplied. 

******* 

The  Dulwich  Waltonians  will  give  a grand  smoking 
concert  on  Friday  evening  next  (Nov.  16)  with  Mr. 
Douglas  Norman  in  the  chair.  There  will  also  be  a 
testimonial  presented  to  their  late  secretary,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Stagg.  It  is  hoped  that  Secretary  Morliere  will  be  well 
supported  on  this  auspicious  occasion. 

*****  * * 

Mr.  F.  Malcom  (of  the  well-known  firm  of  water- 
proofers,  of  Leicester-square)  has  been  having  a turn  on 
the  Lea.  He  reports  that  the  weather  was  quite 
summer-like — at  times  quite  hot;  but  that  sport  was 
exceedingly  poor.  This  he  attributes  to  the  absence  of 
colour  in  the  water ; too  many  dead  leaves  on  the 
surface;  and  a great  deal  too  many  weeds.  He  also 
expresses  an  opinion  that  the  recent  rains  have  not 
been  sufficient ; and  that  nothing  short  of  a few  sharp 
frosts  will  make  the  river  fishable. 


I hear  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Cummins,  the  courteous 
manager  of  Messrs  G.  Little  and  Co.  (of  the  Hay  market), 
that  a pike  of  15Jlb.,  in  splendid  condition  and  beauti- 
fully marked,  has  been  received  for  preservation.  It 
was  taken  in  a lake  in  Hampshire. 

******* 

The  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  fished  a pike  com- 
petition at  Marlow  on  Thursday  last.  The  first  prize 
was  awarded  to  the  president,  Mr.  W.  Cates,  and  the 
second  to  Mr.  Deucbar. 

******* 

Mr.  J.  Wright,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Second  Surrey 
Angling  Society,  has  weighed-in  a carp  of  181b.  2oz.  It 
is  a pity  he  did  not  say  “ how,  when,  and  where.” 

* ****** 

This  is  from  the  American  Fishing  Gazette  : “ Harry 
Willoughby,  a resident  of  Victoria  township,  says  : ‘ I 
was  walking  along  the  Allegheny  on  Tuesday  last, 
eating  a lunch  after  working  my  tour  on  one  of  the  pump- 
ing wells  down  near  the  mouth  of  Sandy,  when  I threw  a 
piece  of  a sandwich  in  the  river  about  5ft.  from  the 
shore.  Quite  a number  of  small  fish  jumped  up  for  the 
bread  in  the  sandwich,  and  soon  the  large  fish 
commenced  to  come  up  after  it,  and  they  were 
large  ones,  as  big  bass  as  I have  ever  seen  in  the 
river.  I thought  I had  a line  and  hook  in  my 
pocket,  as  I generally  carry  one,  but  I had  left 
my  vest  at  the  derrick,  and  it  was  not  there. 
I had  about  given  up  the  hope  of  getting  any  fish  and 
turned  my  eyes  away  from  the  water,  when  I saw  a snake 
a large  black  one,  at  least  six  feet  long.  I had  often 
heard  that  snakes  would  catch  fish,  and  grabbing  the 
big  fellow,  I took  a firm  hold  of  his  tale  and  threw  him 
in.  He  grabbed  a bass  that  weighed  21b.  at  least,  and  I 
pulled  him  in  and  captured  the  fish.  The  experiment 
was  tried  again,  but  I lost  the  second  fish.  I tried  it 
over  and  caught  another,  and  kept  it  up  until  I had 
eight  bass,  weighing  19Jlb.  When  I threw  it  out  again 
the  snake  nailed  a large  turtle,  but  it  was  too  heavy, 
and  a pull  ensued  in  which  I stretched  the  snake  nearly 
eighteen  inches,  but  he  had  to  loosen  the  hold  on  the 
turtle  and  I did  not  get  it. 

******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


C.  A.  MEDCALF, 

(President  op  the  Central  Association 
op  London  Angling  Clubs). 
###**## 

“ The  size  which  roach  attain  is  debatable  ” (so  says 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  1877).  “ Occasionally  we  get  an 
authenticated  account  of  one  from  the  Thames  of  21b. 
weight  but  seldom  over  that,  and  the  reports  of  takes  of 
big  roach  reaching  this  weight,  and  of  number,  legion, 
which  arise  from  the  hazy  atmosphere  of  exaggeration 
surrounding  Thames  fishermen  from  time  to  time,  may 
be  looked  upon,  if  not  with  disbelief,  certainly  with 
suspicion.  A friend  of  mine,  who  is  eighty  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  a bottom  fisher  for  sixty-five  years, 
strengthens  me  in  the  opinion  that  in  England  a 21b. 
roach  is  a rara  avis.  He  assures  me  he  has  never  taken 
more  than  five  such  fish  throughout  his  long  experience. 
In  some  northern  continental  rivers,  however,  this  size, 
we  are  told,  is  more  common.  The  probable  limit  of  the 
age  of  the  roach  is  about  thirty  years.”  I don’t  know  who 
the  “ I ” was,  but  I do  know  that  “ I ” have  seen  plenty 
over  21b.  even  in  this  degenerate  age.  “ I ” do  not  say 
that  they  have  all  been  taken  from  the  Thames. 
******* 

Messrs.  Ernest  Hendrie  and  Wilton  Heriot,  fishing 
with  H.  Harper,  at  Twickenham,  on  Nov.  4,  caught  a 
fine  roach  scaling  lib.  9ozs.,  two  bream,  and  about  three 
and  a half  dozen  good  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Klaie, 
while  lodgering  for  barbel  at  Staines,  captured  a nice 
dace  of  nine  ounces. 

******* 

For  the  fun  we’d  long  been  wishing 
(Honey  melts  in  every  cup), 

Molly  said  she’d  go  a-fishing, 

Haul  the  finny  fellows  up. 

But  when  up  came  a trout  all  bleeding, 
Splashing  shoreward  through  the  foam, 
Molly’s  eyes  wept  tears  of  pity, 

Wound  her  tackle  and — went  home. 
******* 

The  Royal  Humane  Society’s  certificate  on  parchment 
has  been  graciously  presented  to  Mr.  J.  Stinchcombe,  of 
the  Hammersmith  Angling  Society.  It  may  be  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  my  readers  that  this  plucky  angler 
plunged  into  the  Slough  Canal  and  rescued  a girl  of  five 
or  six  years  of  age  from  awatery  grave. 


The  Hertford  Angling  Society  have  just  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Hotel.  The 
catering  of  Mr.  Fairall  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Mr. 
R.  W.  Brett  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  Waller  the 
vice-chair.  The  society  had  a most  enjoyable  evening, 
and  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  flourishing  con- 
dition. A reporter  from  the  Herts  Guardian  was 
present  “ takin’  notes.”  The  report  which  oppeared  in 
the  said  paper  was — well,  fishy.  From  it  I glean  “that 
our  own  representative  was  so  bewildered  with  the  tech- 
nical terms  used  during  the  evening  that  we  subse- 
quently had  an  attack  of  prehistoric  nightmare,  being 
visited  by  a spectral  ichthyosaurus,  which  flapped  him 
with  a landshark  fin  and  crooned  a song  that,  like  the 
name  of  the  extinct  saurian,  was  Greek  to  him,  but 
which  being  done  into  English,  ran  as  follows  : — 

“ Arise  and  fish  for  compliments 
Throughout  the  Zuyder  Zee, 

And  bait  your  line  with  bookworms, 

From  the  smiling  banks  of  Lea  ; 

For  if  you  tickle  well  the  ears 
Of  groundlings  in  a gale, 

You’re  almost  sure  to  land  a fish, 

That’s  very  like  a whale.” 
******* 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  23,  1877,  the  following 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Francis  Francis  appears:  “Con- 
sidering the  immense  amount  of  trouble  that  Mr. 
Brougham  and  myself  took  to  turn  carp  into  the  Thames 
to  stock  the  river  with,  and,  considering  the  cost,  it 
seems  rather  hard  lines  that  outsiders  should  come  and 
fish  them  out  as  soon  as  ever  they  have  an  opportunity. 
I have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  carp  caught  at 
Twickenham  were  those  we  put  in  near  Lady  Walde- 
grave’s  boathouse.  When  did  anyone  ever  catch 
fifteen  carp  in  so  short  a space  in  Twickenham  deep 
before  ? An  odd  one  has  been  caught  now  and  then,  but 
nothing  like  this.  Had  these  fish  been  left  for  one 
season  to  spawn  they  would  have  stocked  the  river 
plentifully.  They  cost  us  above  .£10  in  hard  cash,  to 
say  nothing  of  time  lost,  and  now  half  of  them  have 
been  carried  away  at  one  fell  swoop.  If  this  is  not 
enough  to  disgust  anyone  with  trying  to  do  good  for  a 
river  like  the  Thames,  I don’t  know  what  is.” 
******* 

About  140  splendid  carp,  some  of  them  weighing 
61b.  each,  have  been  recently  placed  in  the  Thames — a 
further  gift  to  the  Reading  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation by  Mr.  Henry  Lane,  C.C.,  of  “ Evendons,” 
Wokingham.  This  consignment,  with  the  273  carp 
turned  in  on  the  16th  ult.,  makes  a total  of  413  of  these 
splendid  sporting  fish,  added  to  the  stock  in  the  river, 
which  is  open  to  all  fair  anglers.  There  were  also  some 
very  large  stone  roach,  and  fine  gudgeon,  in  the  take. 
******* 

The  constant  drop  of  water 
Wears  away  the  hardest  stone  ; 

The  constant  gnaw  of  Towser 
Masticates  the  toughest  bone. 

The  constant  cooing  lover 

Carries  off  the  blushing  maid  ; 

And  the  constant  advertiser 

Is  the  one  who  gets  the  trade. — Wasp. 
******* 

In  a recent  address  before  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Naturalists  Society,  Mr.  Arthur  Patterson,  the  hon. 
sec.,  said  that  certain  sections  of  the  animal  kingdom 
are  more  favourite  with  the  majority  than  others,  take 
for  instance  ornithology.  There  has  existed  for  a number 
of  years  a great  love  for  studying  the  habits  of  birds,  for 
collecting  the  various  species  for  the  purpose  of  preser- 
vation, and,  by  a certain  class,  for  following  them  to 
their  habitats,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering 
them.  No  wonder,  then,  that  with  all  this  killing, 
competition,  and  comparison,  the  various  species 
are  well  understood,  and  that  not  a single  bird 
is  secured,  however  rare  and  strange,  but  what 
undergoes  the  closest  scrutiny.  The  fictitious  value 
attached  to  rarities  encourages  a closer  stndy  of 
the  race  that  would  otherwise  be  made.  It  is  altogether 
different,  save  in  very  exceptional  cases,  with  the 
members  of  the  finny  tribes.  Certain  species,  whose 
pursuit  and  capture  becomes  a profitable  business,  are 
better  understood ; men  ponder  over  that  the  most 
which  best  pays  them,  and  from  a worldly  point  of  view, 
small  blame  to  them.  There  are  several  things  that  go 
against  a more  general  study  of  ichthyology,  amongst 
them  are  these.  A fish,  however  well  preserved, 
especially  one  whose  scales  are  not  well  defined,  and 
form  for  it  a compact  armour,  never  looks  well.  A 
perch  or  a bass  may  be  made  presentable,  but  without 
a dash  of  paint  and  a coating  of  varnish,  they  would  be 
none  too  handsome  objects  for  case  or  cabinet. 

* * ***** 

A skate,  a mackerel,  or  a codfish — who  could  make  a 
dead  one  anything  at  all  like  living  articles  in  appear- 
ance f*  Put  on  a coat  of  paint  to  give  it  a material 
resemblance,  and  what  follows  ? Why  you  are  then  only 
shown  its  form  and  build,  and  you  are  actually  looking 
at  the  paint  which  colours  it.  Zoologists,  who,  for 
educational  purposes  cause  fish  to  be  stuffed  and 
mounted,  e.g.,  for  the  various  museums  nowadays, 
will  not  have  them  “touched  up”;  the  conse- 
quence is  that,  to  the  ordinary  observer,  they 
are  but  an  uninteresting,  dried,  and  faded  series 
of  effigies.  It  is  otherwise  with  birds,  whose  colours 
and  coats  are  retained  ; and  striking  effects  are  pro- 
duced in  their  disposition  and  surroundings,  which  are 
at  once  pleasing  and  interesting.  As  no  competition 
exists  for  the  possession  of  rare  fish  in  general,  and  no 
special  value  is  attached  to  curious  and  strange  species ; 
they  are  not  sought,  and  should  they  be  unexpectedly 
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found  nro  viewed  witli  a transient  curiosity,  and  quickly 
il uiiK  aside.  Compared  with  those  that  follow  in  other 
brnnehuH  of  naturalistic  research,  e.g.,  entomology, 
botany,  ornithology,  and  the  like,  students  of  flsu- 
loro  are  few  indeed,  but  isolated  instances  occur 
boro  and  there,  and  at  long  intervals. 

*•#*#*• 

It  is  only  in  rooent  yoars  wo  have  oursolvos 
taken  up  tho  subject  of  local  ichthyology,  and  have 
been  surprised  at  the  interest  which  its  pursuit  awakons, 
and  tho  results  which  have  followed.  In  1887  wo  began 
prying  into  this  matter,  starting  with  I’agot’s  list  of 
Yarmouth  fishos,  which  nuinborod  eighty-0110  specios ; 
our  own,  after  deducting  two  doubtful  species,  now 
amounts  to  about  130,  Hovoral  being  now  to  tho  Norfolk 
Fauna.  It  may  bo  interesting  to  know  how  wo  have 
suoceodod  in  verifying  tho  oxisting  list,  and  in  securing 
new  ones.  First,  never  to  wander  along  tho  boach 
without  a closo  scrutiny  of  tho  tide-mark.  Hero,  old 
oooan  flings  up  all  kinds  of  doad  and  decaying 
things.  And  tho  draw-nottors  loavo  many  a — 
to  them — useless  creature  aftor  shaking  tho  refuse 
from  their  nets.  In  tho  draw-notters  leavings  wo 
have  found  tho  exceedingly  rare  Miillers  scopelus,  the 
four  bearded  rockling,  and  the  power-cod,  all  new  to  the 
Norfolk  list,  and  a very  profitable  scheme  has  been  the 
enlisting  of  the  shrimpers  and  their  lads  into  our  ser- 
vice. The  offer  of  a small  premium  for  all  the  “ funny  ” 
fish  taken  has  been  the  means  of  turning  up  many  a 
rarity  that  would  otherwise  have  been  thrown  away 
again.  The  white  goby,  the  Midlers  topknot,  and 
several  rarer  have  come  in  from  these  sources.  Let  it 
but  become  known  that  a certain  value  attaches  to  a 
“funny  fish”  and  the  “funny  fish”  will  turn  up  if 
taken. 

The  Aquarium  is  a scene  of  many  transformations  ; 
this  week  it  has  been  a paradise  of  flowers,  next  week 
the  annual  bull  dog  show  will  be  the  piece  de  resistance. 
The  British  bull  dog  is  not  lovely,  but  he  is  typical  of  the 
British  character,  and  nothing  better  illustrates  this 
than  the  dog  who  will  be  benched  with  a little  kitten, 
but  who  was  plucky  enough  to  pull  down  a bull  in  the 
middle  of  a thirty-acre  field,  or  that  other  misguided 
canine  champion  who  did  not  let  discretion  temper 
valour,  but  attacked  a full-grown  elephant.  Both  of 
these  veterans,  worthy  of  the  Victoria  Cross,  will  be  on 
view,  together  with  nearly  800  other  bull  dogs,  who  are 
only  thirsting  for  an  opportunity  to  win  both  glory  and 
renown  either  “ in  the  tented  field  ” or  in  the  main  hall 
of  the  Aquarium. 

******* 

Oh  wad  some  power 
The  giftie  gie  us, 

To  catch  the  fush 
Before  they  see  us. 

******  * 

The  old  story,  good  enough  to  be  true,  has  been 
revived  about  the  late  John  Quincy  Adams  as  a disciple 
of  the  gentle  art  of  fishing,  says  the  Boston  Transcript. 
It  is  told  that  a Quincy  client  of  his,  whose  case  was  to 
be  tried  on  a certain  morning,  was  unable  to  get  his 
counsel  to  go  to  Boston,  or  to  leave  his  fishing  boat, 
except  long  enough  to  write  a note  to  the  judge,  which, 
when  presented,  caused  that  worthy  magistrate  to 
announce  to  the  court:  “Mr.  Adams  is  detained  on 
important  business.”  The  note  read  : “ Dear  Judge  : — 
For  the  sake  of  old  Izaak  Walton  please  continue  my 
case  until  Friday.  The  smelt  are  biting  and  I can’tleave.’ 
******* 

“ To  sell  or  net  to  sell  ? 

That  is  the  question. 

Whether  it  is  better  to  send  the  goods 
And  take  the  risk  of  doubtful  payment, 

Or  to  make  sure  of  what  is  in  possession, 

And  by  declining  hold  them  ? 

To  sell,  to  ship,  perchance  to  lose — 

Aye,  there’s  the  rub  ! 

For  when  the  goods  are  gone, 

What  charm  can  win  them  back 
From  slippery  debtors  ? 

Will  the  bills  be  paid  when  due  ? 

Or  will  the  time  stretch  out  till  crack  of  doom  ? 
What  of  assignments?  What  of  relatives? 

What  of  uncles,  aunts,  and  mothers-in-law 
With  claims  of  borrowed  money  ? 

What  of  exemptions,  bills  of  sale,  and  the  com- 
promise, 

That  coolly  offers  a shilling  a pound  ? 

And  of  lawyers’  fees 

That  eat  up  even  this  small  pittance  ? 

Yet  sell  we  must, 

And  some  we’U  trust ; 

We  seek  the  just, 

For  wealth  we  lust ! 

By  some  we’re  cussed, 

And  stocks  will  rust, 

But  we  skip  the  wust, 

Or  we’d  surely  bust.”—  National  Traveller. 
******* 

Fishing  for  sponges  in  the  Mediterranean,  says  the 
Exchange,  is  done  chiefly  by  divers,  though  inferior 
kinds  are  got  with  a trawl.  The  finest  divers  are  the 
Greeks,  who  go  for  the  purpose  all  over  tho  Mediter- 
ranean in  their  native  boats.  The  industry  is  very 
arduous  and  even  dangerous.  An  average  hand  can 
manage  twenty  fathoms  (120ft.),  but  it  takes  an  excep- 
tionally good  man  to  go  down  thirty  fathoms  (180ft.), 
and  tbirty-three  fathoms  is  the  limit.  The  pressure  of 
the  water  at  this  depth  is  so  great  that,  in  spite  of  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  dress,  some  two  or  throe  per 
cent,  of  the  sponge  fishers  die  annually  from  the  direct 
effects  of  the  strain.  Dragnet, 


•Reports  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.  — The  monthly  meeting 
of  the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday 
ovoning  next,  Nov.  12,  at  8.80. — R.  Ghurnky. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  tho 
above  list  will  take  place  at  the  Convivial  Angling 
Society.  City  of  London  Tavern,  Sidney-street,  City- 
road. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  reoeipt  of 
5s.  donation  from  “ J.,”  2,  White’s-terrace,  Manning- 
ham,  Yorks,  per  Fishing  Gazette. — R.  Ghurnky. 

Royal  Agricultural  Hall.  — The  late  ticket 
benefit  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Hall  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  Secretaries 
who  have  forgotten  to  forward  cash  or  tickets  unsold 
will  greatly  oblige  by  doing  so  at  once. — R.  Ghurnky. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society  - 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate 
Station. — I sincerely  hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  my 
brother  anglers  at  our  annual  visit  on  Tuesday  next,  tho 
13th  inst.  A host  of  talent  has  promised  to  attend,  and 
visitors  will  be  heartily  welcomed.  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  of 
The  Lady  of  the  Lake,  will  act  as  our  chairman,  faced  by 
Mr.  Readc,  of  The  Rose  and  Crown.  R.  Challen  saved 
us  from  a blank  on  the  4th  with  roach,  dace,  and  gud- 
geon.— B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn  Fields.  — On  Nov.  4,  we 
fished  a match  at  Weybridge,  when  only  two  prizes  were 
taken ; J.  Scott  (one  bream,  21b.  12£oz.) ; J.  Drew, 
bream  ; the  remaining  prizes  to  he  fished  off  on  Nov.  11, 
roving  anywhere  ; two  rods.  Our  visit  on  the  Central 
on  Monday  was  a great  success,  twenty-nine  clubs 
answering  the  roll.  We  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to 
those  clubs  that  were  represented.  Messrs.  W.  Stretch 
and  S.  Masters  were  chairman  and  vice-chairman 
respectively.  I hope  anglers  and  friends  will  not 
forget  to  give  us  a look  on  Monday  next,  when  we  have 
a concert  for  the  benefit  of  one  our  members,  H. 
Seymour. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 

Nov.  4 our  match  at  Ware  was  very  successful,  three 
prizes  being  won  in  the  following  order : — Messrs. 
Dessert,  Hutchins,  and  Fisher,  with  good  shows  of 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  One  prize  left  over  for  Nov.  11  ; 
same  water  and  conditions.  Members  please  attend  next 
week  to  settle.  Christmas  prizes. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Egham,  on  Nov.  25,  from  the  Bell  Weir  to 
Old  Windsor  Lock;  tow  path  only;  jack  barred.  I 
should  like  to  see  members  attend  to  arrange  the 
Christmas  prize  outing. — J.  Rich. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— We  had 
a good  meeting,  and  those  members  out  of  limit  must 
remit  to  me  before  next  Wednesday.  We  fish  our 
monthly  match  from  Cheshunt  to  Waltham,  7.25  train 
or  after,  leave  off  fishing  at  4.30.  The  testimonial 
committee  met  after  the  usual  business,  and  decided  to 
close  the  subscription  list  next  Wednesday,  so  let  me  have 
your  donations  as  promised.  The  next  South  London 
visit  takes  place  on  the  same  night  as  our  presentation, 
Nov.  21,  Mr.  J.  Crumplen  in  the  chair;  and  Mr.  A. 
Matthews,  in  the  vice,  supported  by  excellent  company 
and  talent. — W.  F.  Barratt. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Members  please  note 
we  fish  for  our  monthly  prizes  at  Sunbury  on  Nov  11  ; 
train  leaves  Waterloo  7.55  ; leave  off  four  o’clock.  Will 
honorary  and  also  working  members  forward  on  a small 
donation  towards  the  Thames  and  Lea  Preservation 
Fund,  and  oblige. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  next  match  for 
four  prizes  will  take  place  at  Pangbourne  on  the  11th, 
roving  from  the  Swan  to  the  Oak  Tree,  tow  path  only  ; 
to  start  from  Clapham  Junction  at  8.40,  change  at 
Reading  ; returning  by  the  5 15  from  Pangbourne.  On 
the  4th  Mr.  J.  Cox  weighed  in  roach  from  Windsor,  one 
weighing  lib.  7oz.  Mr.  J.  Hudson  from  Weybridge, 
roach  and  dace.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  next  outing. — G.  Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — There  was  a fair  show  of 
roach  on  the  trays  on  the  4th  inst.  considering  the 
flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  total  gross  weight  75Jlb., 
compiled  by  the  following  members  : H.  Patman,  W.  S. 
Clarke,  W.  Streeton,  J.  Warman,  and  J.  Smith. — Alf. 
Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  the  following  gentle- 
men have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Marrigold,  perch,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  jack.  We  have  arranged  our  November  prize 
outing  to  Pulboro’  on  Nov.  25 ; central  water  barred. — 
J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — On  Nov.  4 wo 
fished  a peg-down  match  at  Ware,  but  only  three  prizes 
were  taken.  Messrs.  Roach,  first,  with  roach  ; Thornatt, 
second,  with  perch  ; and  Chart,  third,  with  perch.  The 
fourth  prize  is  open  for  Nov.  11,  go  where  you  please  ; 
usual  conditions. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  tho  following 
members  havo  weighed-in  : Mr.  B.  Bissell,  roach  and 
perch;  J.  Watkins,  roach  and  perch;  C.  Parmenter, 
roach.  I wish  to  inform  our  absent  members  that  a 


special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  13th  inst.,  to 
arrange  for  onr  Christmas  prize  outing. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange. 

1 1 art  land -road,  NT  W. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  Nov.  4 last,  but  takes  of  fish  were  rather  below 
expectations.  Mr.  Staines,  bream;  Mr.  Fitter,  roach; 
Mr.  Marshall,  roach  ; Mr.  Chapman,  roach;  Mr.  Amey, 
dace.  Wednesday  last  was  quarterly  night,  when  a good 
amount  of  business  was  disposed  of.  Members  are 
reminded  that  Wednesday  next  is  clearing  night,  per 
rule  4. — E.  T.  White. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
A competition  will  take  place  at  Hampton,  on  Nov.  18, 
for  six  prizes.  Members  please  note  that  our  half- 
yearly  meeting  will  bo  on  Nov.  22,  when  important 
business  will  be  transacted. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Club.  Masons’ 
Arms,  Park-crescent,  Clapham. — This  club  held  another 
social  supper  on  Oct.  31,  which  was  a great  success.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Burkett.  After  the  suxiper 
the  evening  was  spent  in  a most  enjoyable  manner, 
various  members  and  friends  obliging  with  songs,  Ac. 
During  tho  evening  the  Chairman  headed  a prize  list  to 
be  fished  for  this  winter,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a 
number  of  gentleman  in  the  room  followed  suit. — N. 
Lindf.n. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Nov. 
4,  when  Mr.  Constantine  won  tho  2nd  prize  in  our 
pegged  down  match  with  a nice  show  of  bream,  and  our 
host  (Mr.  Burge)  caught  a nice  jack. — W.  T.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road. — On  Nov. 
4,  Mr.  FI.  Baxter  weighed  71b.  8oz.  of  nice  roach,  one 
weighed  lib.  ioz.,one  lib.,  and  one  15§oz. ; F.  Hannabus, 
roach,  and  J.  Brewster,  perch  and  gudgeon.  Will  mem- 
bers attend  the  club  next  Tuesday  night,  as  there  will 
be  some  important  business  in  connection  with  our 
annual  concert  to  bring  forward,  and  likewise  an  in- 
tended visit  from  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorial. — 
T.  Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society.  Sidney-street,  City- 
road. — On  the  4th  inst.  the  following  gentlemen 
weighed-in  : Mr.  W.  Marshall,  91b.  roach  ; Mr.  W.  Mus- 
grave,  roach  (best  fish  lib.)  ; Messrs.  G.  Hurrell,  W. 
Parish,  and  A.  Wade,  roach  ; and  Mr.  C.  Walker,  one 
jack.  On  Tuesday  next  our  monthly  concert  takes 
place,  when  we  hope  to  have  an  enjoyable  evening. — Phil. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen 
Tavern,  York-road,  N. — During  the  past  week  Messrs. 
Parker  and  Kemble  had  some  good  shows  of  roach.  We 
have  a concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  on 
Monday,  Nov.  26,  at  which  I hope  to  see  a good  muster 
of  brother  anglers.  Secretaries  and  members  of  other 
clubs  please  accept  invitation. — W.  J.  Thomas. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
At  our  meeting  on  the  6th  we  received  the  delegates’ 
report  and  transacted  other  important  business.  We 
fish  on  Nov.  11  for  our  remaining  prizes.  One  member 
weighed-in  but  did  not  take  a prize  on  the  last  occasion. 
— C.  F.  Ross. 

Crewe  No.  1 Angling  Society. — Members  of  this 
club  have  not  had  very  much  sport  lately,  owing  to  the 
waters  of  the  district  being  in  a state  of  flood.  The 
pool  in  Crewe  Hall  Park  is  being  cleaned  out,  it  is,  I 
hear,  proposed  to  deepen  it  and  a low  brick  embank- 
ment is  to  be  built  around  the  water,  and  a fresh  stock 
of  fish  placed  therein. — H.  Oliver. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Nov.  4 eighteen  members 
competed  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  but  for  some  unac- 
countable reason  only  six  were  taken,  Mr.  E.  Wild, 
first;  F.  Legge,  second;  R.  Parram,  third;  A.  Mans- 
field, fourth  ; F.  Legge,  jun.,  fifth  ; W.  Godwin,  sixth. 
Mr.  H.  Poore  also  weighed-in  a very  handsome  show  of 
roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday  the  6th  I had  a very  good 
attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  remaining 
fifteen  prizes  should  be  competed  for  at  Harlow  on 
Nov.  11  under  the  same  conditions  and  same  boundary. 
— S.  Malby. 

Dulwich.  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose- 
green,  S.E. — Members  are  requested  to  turn  up  in  force, 
and  to  bring  their  friends  to  our  second  smoker  next 
Friday,  Nov.  16.  Our  vice-president,  Mr.  Douglas  Nor- 
man will  take  the  chair  at  8.30  sharp,  and  during  the 
evening  will  present  the  testimonial  to  our  late  secretary, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Stagg.  All  angling  friends  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome. — Ed.  Moliere. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Considering  the  state 
of  the  weather  there  was  a good  attendance  at  the 
Wellington  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  to  listen  to  Mr. 
J.  A.  Bucknill’s  entertaining  and  instructive  lecture, 
entitled  “ Wanderings  in  Wales.”  The  reader  spoke  of 
the  difficulty  and  peculiarity  in  pronouncing  Welsh 
names,  and  of  the  success  which  he  attained  in  certain 
idioms  of  the  language,  and  he  dwelt  for  some  time 
upon  the  curious  customs  of  the  people.  The  scenery 
was  well  described,  especially  some  curious  caves.  The 
spot  where  poor  Mr.  Mitchell  met  his  death  was  also 
portrayed.  The  remainder  of  the  reading  consisted  of 
accounts  of  conger-eel,  bass,  and  trout  fishing,  inter- 
mixed with  occasional  yarns,  told  in  Mr.  Buckuill’s  best 
style.  The  wooden  otter,  used  by  the  natives  for  tho 
wholesale  catching  of  trout,  was  explained.  The  roador 
also  showed  a collection  of  eggs  which  were  gathered  in 
bis  wanderihgs.  The  mooting  dosed  with  u vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Bucknill  for  his  entertaining  reading. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross  — On  Nov.  4 Messrs.  Tavner  and 
Gibbons  weighed-in  bream  and  porch.  On  Nov.  11  wo 
fish  for  our  club  prizes  at  Amberloy.  Also  10s.  Od.  given 
by  our  landlord,  Mr.  Abraham,  for  tho  largest  roach. — 
C.  A. 
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Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — On  Nov.  2 Mr.  Norris  weighed 
in  roach  and  bream  ; we  were  saved  from  a blank  on 
Nov.  4,  Mr.  Eldridge  having  roach  but  did  not  weigh  in. 
Auditors  please  remember  books  are  to  be  audited  this 
week.— H.  S Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate.— On  Nov.  4 Messrs.  Stanhope 
and  Lane  weighed  in  roach.  We  fish  a match  on  Dec.  9 
for  six  club  prizes  (Christmas  cheer)  to  the  value  of  15s. , 
12s.,  10s.  Cd.,8s.,  7s.  0d.,  and  7s.;  supplemented  by  a 
brace  of  ducks,  presented  by  Mr.W.  J.  Talbot.  Members 
may  fish  any  water  (not  to  fish  with  more  than  one  rod 
at  the  same  time).  As  the  majority  have  announced 
their  intention  of  going  to  Nayland,  it  is  hoped  that  all 
may  be  able  to  fish  there,  that  we  may  make  a sociable 
gathering  of  the  match.  Secretary  will  be  glad  to  have 
the  names  of  those  going,  to  arrange  for  conveyance, 
accommodation,  &c. — Scribe. 

Funny  Polks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road,  E.C.— The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  district  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Monday 
next,  Nov.  12.  Hoping  to  see  as  many  members  of  clubs 
as  can  conveniently  attend.  Our  members  were  out  on 
Nov.  4,  but  did  not  have  much  sport.  Mr.  Vanhage 
and  Mr.  Hill  had  some  roach  which  scaled  near  41b. — 
G.  J. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Our  concert  on  Monday  last  was  a great 
success,  our  room  being  packed.  I wish  to  thank  all 
club  members  and  friends  who  so  kindly  gave  us^  then- 
support.  Will  secretaries  who  received  books  of  tickets 
for  C.  Ellis’  benefit  let  me  have  an  answer  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  I can  include  their  numbers  in  the 
draw?— W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Foley-street, 
W. — On  Nov.  4 we  had  a good  show  of  fish  from  Messrs. 
Eliins,  Verity,  Bailey,  Hall,  and  West,  and  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  Pask  had  a good  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Tuesday 
last  was  quarterly  night,  when  the  usual  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Our  monthly  social 
evenings  will  take  place  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  the 
month  instead  of  the  last,  as  before.  The  first  of  the 
season  to  take  place  on  Nov.  20.  Tuesday  next  will  be 
a special  meeting  to  arrange  the  details  of  our  Christmas 
sweep. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  — Thirty  of  our  members 
fished  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  4 at  St.  Margaret’s. 
The  following  were  the  winners  in  rotation  : Messrs. 
W.  Hull,  Kemp,  Oley,  Wade,  Sampson,  J.  Smith, 
Devon,  W.  Hanson.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished 
for  on  Nov.  11,  the  same  place  and  boundary.  I should 
be  very  glad  if  the  two  gentlemen  who  got  out  at 
Tottenham  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  4 and  took  away  a 
roach  rod  and  left  a jack  rod  would  kindly  return  the 
same. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Stratford  New  Town.— The  members  of  the  above  club 
fished  a match  at  Langford  Hall  on  the  4th  inst.,  when 
the  following  were  successful : J.  Grande,  first,  with  one 
roach,  lib.  foz.  ; G.  F.  Weaver,  second,  one  roach, 
lloz. ; W.  Burling,  third,  dace,  2|oz.  Mr.  F.  Hudson 
also  weighed-in  roach  and  jack. — G F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— On  the 
4th  inst.  J.  Osborne  weighed-in  161b.  12oz.  roach.  The 
following  members  also  weighed-in  roach  from  the 
Thames  : A.  Hambidge,  101b.  3oz.,  heaviest  fish  lib.  5oz. ; 
F.  Watling,  31b.  15oz.  Messrs.  J.  K.  Fitch,  W.  Parkin, 
and  J.  Armstrong  also  weighed-in.  On  the  11th  inst.  we 
have  a special  competition  at  Bourne  End  for  a number 
of  prizes. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Mr.  C,  S.  Bentley 
was  in  the  chair  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  following 
fishing  reports  were  made  : Mr.  C.  Fosbrooke  with  two 
friends,  at  Leigh,  nearly  one  hundredweight  of  flat-fish  ; 
Mr.  H.  Canton,  six  roach,  from  Kelvedon  ; Mr.  T.  Gil- 
bert, six  roach  and  three  jack,  also  from  Kelvedon  ; Dr. 
Ladell,  at  Deal,  ninety  whiting  and  three  conger ; 
Mr.  Connellan,  at  Pangbourne,  eleven  roach.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  sea-fishing  outing  at  Deal 
on  Lord  Mayor’s  Day  and  following  days.  Next 
Tuesday,  Nov.  13,  Dr.  Brunton  will  relate  some 
of  his  “Holiday  Experiences.”  The  following  fine 
show  of  fish  was  received  from  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett, 
who  was  fishing  on  the  Avon  : One  pike,  31Jin.  in  length 
and  14in.  girth,  91b.  13oz.  ; one  pike,  51b.  ; one  pike, 
31b.  8ioz. ; one  pike,  21b.  14joz. ; one  roach,  lib.  lOoz. ; 
one  roach,  lib.  8oz.  ; one  roach,  11b.  5Joz.  ; one  roach, 
lib.  5oz. ; one  roach,  lib.  4oz. ; one  roach,  lib.  3oz.  ; 
one  roach,  lib.  Joz. ; eight  roach,  81b.  lloz.  ; one  dace, 
7£oz. ; three  dace,  12ioz.— James  Tayler. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorials,  Devon 
Arms, Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Nov.  4 several  mem- 
bers were  out,  but  no  sport,  Mr.  H.  Short  saving  the 
society  from  a blank  with  a nice  roach.  On  Thursday, 
the  8th,  several  members  again  tried  their  luck,  but 
with  no  better  success.  Mr.  Short  had  a very  nice 
chub.  In  the  evening  we  had  a very  good  muster,  when 
two  members  were  made,  the  evening  ending  in  some 
excellent  harmony.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Thursday  next  for  special  business  and  to  arrange 
prizes,  and  for  an  outing. — M. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath.— 
Our  match  at  Sawbridgworth  on  Nov.  4 was  not  a 
success  on  account  of  the  non-attendance  of  the 
members.  It  has  been  proposed  that  the  match  be 
fished  off  on  Nov.  11  at  the  same  place  and  under  the 
same  conditions. — B.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— A few  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Nov.  4,  when  the  following  gentle- 


men weighed-in  : Mr.  A.  Fish,  a nice  show  of  bream 
and  roach,  from  Dagenham  Lake  ; Mr.  Russell,  roach 
and  porch  ; and  Mr.  Bagshaw,  senior,  jack.  Our 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  takes  place  on 
Nov.  26,  when  I hope  we  shall  get  a good  attendance. 
Some  good  prizes  are  coming  in  for  the  Christmas 
outing.— C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N.— We  have 
been  having  some  fair  trays  of  fish  considering  the 
weather,  amongst  the  most  prominent  being  Mr.  T.  A. 
Shaw,  with  a nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  the 
largest  going  over  31b.  8oz.,  Mr.  J.  Burton  roach,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Rutherford  with  some  first-class  roach  from 
Chelmsford,  and  others.  Several  members  will  be  out 
on  the  11th,  when  we  hope  to  have  a full  muster  to  see 
the  result  of  their  prowess. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society  — On  Nov.  4 
F.  Newton  weighed-in  181b.  splendid  roach  and  a few 
dace  ; F.  Gardner,  3|lb.  roach  ; S.  Cole,  dace  ; and  J. 
Huntley,  roach.  The  members  will  fish  for  Christmas 
prizes  on  Nov.  18,  locality  to  be  arranged  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  which  will  be  quarterly  general  meeting. 
— R.  Ghurney.  _ . A _ , 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  W.— On  Nov.  4 Messrs.  Hansford 
and  Wilson  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  I should  like 
to  see  a few  more  members  turn  up  next  week  so  that 
we  can  arrange  about  our  usual  Christmas  outing. — 

S Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in 
on  Nov.  4:  Messrs.  Croker,  roach;  Welsted,  roach; 
and  Hair,  jack.  On  Tuesday  last  the  delegate  gave  his 
report,  which  was  accepted.  One  gentleman  was  pro- 
posed as  a working  member.  The  match  at  Harlow  on 
Nov.  11  for  six  prizes,  all  to  go  by  the  8.10  train  from 
Hackney  Down,  G.  E R.  The  half-yearly  supper  takes 
place  on  Thursday,  Nov.  29.  J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  Nov.  4.  Only  three 
were  taken.  Mr.  H.  Butt,  first;  Messrs.  W.  H.  Meehan 
and  T.  W.  Hale  had  equal  weights  for  second  and  third. 
The  remaining  one,  with  one  added  prize,  will  be  fished 
for  again  on  Nov.  18  in  the  Stort,  between  Burnt  Mill 
and  Sawbridgeworth.  Of  the  three  prizes  competed  for 
on  the  7th  inst.  only  one  was  taken  ; the  remaining  two 
will  be  fished  for  again  on  the  14th  inst. ; competitors 
be  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
waters  barred).  The  half. yearly  distribution  of  special 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Nov.  21,  on  which  occasion  the 
members  will  indulge  in  a boiled  leg  of  mutton  supper. 
Those  who  intend  being  present  will  please  send  in  their 
names  as  soon  as  possible.  On  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  H.  C. 
Wheatley  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  W.  Wilshere 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  on  the  6th  inst.  H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — On  Nov.  4 we  fished  a match  at  Cookham 
for  five  prizes,  when,  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the 
river,  the  takes  of  fish  were  rather  small,  but  all  the 
prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order:  1st,  Mr. 
Warner ; 2nd,  Mr.  Dunham  ; 3rd.  Mr.  Gilder  ; 4th,  Mr. 
H Wright ; and  5th,  Mr.  Onree.— A.  Ide. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
—I  was  not  aware  when  I sent  last  report  that  Mr.  C. 
Kirk  had  won  a prize  in  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Com- 
petition ; this  will  make  four  taken  by  the  club.  Owing 
to  the  flooded  state  of  Old  Father  Thames,  the  takes 
have  been  very  moderate.  Don’t  forget  Wednesday  the 
14th  inst.  is  meeting  night. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  4 a few 
members  were  out,  Mr.  White  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank  with  roach  and  dace.  On  Nov.  11  we  fish  a match 
at  Woking,  all  to  start  on  the  morning,  first  train,  8.30. 
On  Wednesday  next  we  have  a concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.  Society,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  assist  on  that  night.  Will 
secretaries  kindly  send  unsold  tickets  of  Mr.  C.  Watling  s 
benefit  to  the  secretaries,  Messrs.  H.  Wood  and  C. 
Stevens,  at  their  earliest  convenience,  as  the  draw  will 
shortly  take  place. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen’ s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s- lane.— Angling  is 
quite  at  a discount  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  as  the 
weather  shows  some  signs  of  a change  for  the  better, 
some  of  our  members  will  soon  be  on  the  warpath ; 
indeed,  a small  party  have  arranged  to  pay  a visit  to  the 
Dee  on  the  8th.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 
The  meeting  on  Monday  was  well  attended,  but  very 
little  business  was  done.  Some  of  our  members  have 
been  out  angling  during  the  last  two  weeks,  but  have 
had  very  little  sport,  this  was  owing  to  the  changeable 
weather  we  have  had  for  the  past  month. — James 
Reynolds.  . . , „ 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Car- 
lisle-street,  Marylebone. — -On  Nov.  4,  Messrs.  G.  and  A. 
Fisher  had  a nice  take  of  dace;  Mr.  J.  Melbourne, 
roach  (heaviest  lib.  6£oz.)  and  a barbel,  51b.  10:,‘oz.  ; 
the  barbel  being  in  the  hands  of  D unhill  and  Co., 
Euston-road,  for  preserving.  T.  Winsby. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N.— Messrs. 
Stansell,  Stockdale,  and  Garrett  have  been  out  during 
the  week,  but  have  had  poor  sport,  owing  to  the  thick- 
ness of  the  water.  There  will  be  a special  meeting  for 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  for  Christmas  prizes,  when  I 
hope  all  members  will  attend.  J.  Comber. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road,  S.E.  — On  Thursday,  Nov.  8,  Messrs. 
Grimmett  and  Newbury  weighed-in  1101b.  of  beautiful 
roach,  dace,  and  pike,  being  two  days’  results  from  the 


Hampshire  Avon,  including  sovoral  21b.  roach,  the  best 
going  21b.  loz.  These  lucky  gentlemen  had  541b.  between 
them  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  A few  roach  from  the 
club  water  at  Colnbrook  were  also  shown. — A.  E.  B. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society  — The 
following  weighed-in  on  Nov.  4 : Messrs.  G.  Smith, 
roach  and  daoe  ; W.  Richards,  jack  ; C.  Lamb,  sen., 
roach  ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach  ; G.  Daycock,  jun  , roach; 
J.  Eaton,  bream  and  roach.  A special  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  14,  when  I hope  to  see  all  members  present. 
— A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  Nov.  4,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Members  are 
reminded  that  we  fish  our  match  for  three  prizes  at 
Ware  on  Nov.  11.  All  fish  to  be  shown  before  leaving 
Ware.— Greg.  . _ . . _ , . 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  New  North-road,  N.— On  Nov.  4 
Messrs.  Whittaker  and  Glossop  weighed-in  a few  fish. 
On  Monday  we  had  our  return  visit  on  the  No.  1 
Eastern  District,  when  a very  successful  evening  was 
spent.  Songs  were  good  and  plentiful,  names  too 
numerous  to  enumerate.  Messrs.  Potter  and  Midson 
presided  at  the  chair  and  vice.  Nineteen  clubs  were 
represented  and  answered  to  their  names  when  Mr. 
Manning  called  the  roll.  The  Benevolent  box  was  also 
opened  and  produced  a good  sum. — J.  Cuthbert. 

Original  Alexandria  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Maple-street,  Bethnal-green.— The  next  return 
visit  (No.  1 Eastern  District)  will  take  place  at  the 
above  society  Monday,  on  Nov.  19.  E Brockett. 

Peckhani  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham I hope  members  will 
not  forget  our  outing  on  Nov.  11,  to  Walton-on-Thames. 
Mr  Gibbs  had  some  very  handsome  bream  from  the 
Thames  on  the  4th,  and  Mr.  Etherington  a jack  and 
some  nice  roach,  despite  the  heavy  flood  coming  down. 
Any  gentleman  desirous  of  joining  our  old-established 
club  may  do  so  by  applying  at  the  above  address  on 
any  Wednesday  evening,  after  nine  o’clock.  — G. 
Etherington.  _ 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.—  On  Nov.  4 Mr.  J.  Carr  weighed-in  some 
nice  roach  from  the  Thames  ; Mr.  Reed  caught  a perch 
about  lib.,  but  gave  it  a new  lease  of  life.  Members 
are  reminded  that  our  half-yearly  supper  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  15.  R.  C.  . 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.— The  conditions 
for  our  match  at  Bourne  End  on  the  11th  are  as  follows  : 
All  to  start  by  the  8.25  train  and  fish  from  the  Railway 
Bridge  to  Marlow  Point,  both  sides  of  the  stream,  two 
rods,  and  all  fish  to  weigh.  Returning  from  the  Windsor 
competition  on  the  28th  one  of  our  members  found  a bait 
can  and  baits.  The  owner  can  have  the  same  by  applying 
to  the  above  on  any  club  night. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street,  W.— 
On  Oct  31  Mr.  Keene  had  a nice  show  of  roach  from 
the  Thames,  and  on  Nov.  4 Mr.  Brett  roach  and  gudgeon. 
I am  pleased  to  notice  that  Mr.  Brett  takes  the  22nd 
prize  in  the  late  A.  B.  competition.  I hope  members 
will  endeavour  to  take  the  two  remaining  prizes  of  the 
Esher  match,  as  we  want  to  arrange  another  outing. 
CHS 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Marylebone. 

Our  roving  match  was  a great  success,  all  three  prizes 

being  won.  Mr.  Payne  first,  Mr.  Briggs  second,  Mr.  J. 
Rickwood  third,  his  take  including  a dace  lOfcin.  in 
length.  We  made  another  new  member  on  Monday 
last,  and  two  more  are  to  be  balloted  for  next  week. 
Our  first  concert  this  season  takes  place  on  Nov.  27. 
Our  Christmas  competition  (open  to  all  clubs)  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  9,  and  the  prizes  will  consist  of  Christmas 
hampers,  joints,  &c.  All  ticket  holders  will  be  entitled 
to  a prize.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  club,  and  the 
secretary  will  forward  any  number  of  same  to  secretaries 
of  any  club  wishing  to  take  part  in  the  said  competition. 
— R.  G.  Rogers.  . , , 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  the  4th  inst.  the  following  weighed- 
in  : Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Harris,  jun..  Roach, 

Hughes,  sen.,  and  Sartain.  Last  meeting  night  we  were 
very  poorly  attended.  Members  will  greatly  oblige  by 
turning  up  next  meeting  night  as  we  are  thinking  about 
another  outing  before  Christmas.  Members  please  note 
that  we  are  fishing  this  month  for  Mr.  Hughes  s prize, 
(silver  tea  service) ; gross  weight  of  roach  and  dace.— 


Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coburn-road,  Bow, 
E.— On  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Alf.  Barclay  weighed-m  71b.  of 
roach  ; and  Mr.  G.  Yeo,  two  nice  japk.  Members  will 
please  remember  that  we  fish  for  half-a-dozen  prizes  on 
Nov.  11,  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow  ; first  train  on  the 
morning.  On  Tuesday  last  we  made  three  new  members 
—Mr.  Tedson,  W.  Warren,  and  Mr.  F.  Gates,  and  have 
room  for  a few  more. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell.— We  were  saved  from 
a blank  on  Nov.  4 by  Mr.  A.  Warren,  with  a show  of 
roach  and  good  dace  from  the  Stort,  Members  will 
oblige  by  attending  early  next  Wednesday  to  take  part 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  F.  Fuller  as  working  member,  and 
to  arrange  the  next  outing. — F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  3rd  inst.  I weighed- 
in  a splendid  carp  turning  the  scales  at  181b.  2oz. ; from 
tip  of  nose  to  end  of  tail,  34Jin. ; girth,  2lin.  ; from 
nose  to  end  of  gill,  8in.  Several  members  were  out  on 
the  4th,  but  returned  stating  they  could  not  get  near 
the  banks  of  the  river.  The  books  were  closed  early  on 
the  6th  to  enable  the  members  to  visit  the  Pixie  Brothers. 


— J.  Wright. 
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Serapia  Angling  Society,  Novill  Arum,  Novill- 
r.i.r  Jlk"  Newington. — At  a well-attended  mooting 
laet  Wednesday  we  arranged  sundry  prizos  to  bo  nehod 
lor  on  Nov.  11,  and  a series  of  prizos  np  to  Christmas, 
and  trust  members  will  well  support  the  goorotary  by 
oY°urH  ^avo  thorn  all  taken.  Train  loavog 
t i i i ^or  Shopporfcon  on  tlio  morning  from  Waterloo. — 
J.  u.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
ArniH,  Graft  on- flfcreot. — Un<Tormontione<l  are  tlie 

following  who  weighed  fish  on  the  4th  mat. : Messrs. 
•mu  1 roao^»  Mb*  5Joz.  ; Spencer,  jun.,  roach, 
olb.  ll,°z.  (one  fish  lib.  2oz.) ; King,  roach  and  porch, 
Jib  10°z.  ; K.  Wright,  lib.  4Joz.  ; and  North,  roach. — 
0.  11.  Lumley. 

»,Si.lve?  Tront  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Hoad, 
Maidon-lane. — On  Nov.  4 Mr.  Maagoy  had  broam  and 
roach  421b. ; Mr.  Smales,  roach,  321b.  (largest  lib.  22oz.)  ; 
Mr.  Clark,  broam  and  perch,  221b.  ; Mr.  Pnttock, 
broam  ; and  Mr.  Fletcher,  roach.  On  Nov.  11  our 
outing  will  take  plaoo  at  Datohot  (all  fish  to  weigh 
bar  jack),  from  Albert  Bridge  to  tho  lock,  towpath 
only  ; two  prizos  ; one  rod  only  to  bo  used  at  a time  ; 
no  ontranoe  foe.  Train  leaves  Watorloo  at  8.15  a.m., 
return  at  5.5  p.m.  No  limit  as  so  weight. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-row,  Bethnal-green.— We  had  another  good 
show  of  fish  on  Nov.  4.  Mr.  Poleykett,  121b.  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Marks,  Gib.  ; Messrs.  Isaacs  and  Canton  had 
nice  roach  from  tho  Lea.  Our  roaming  match  comes 
oft  at  Ongar  on  Nov.  11,  all  fish  weigh  according  to  club 
rules.— T.  Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials,  Rotlierhithe  New-road,  S.  E. — Mr.  Goldey 
weighed-in  roach  and  secured  the  half-guinea,  and  Mr. 
Smith  also  had  roach  on  Nov.  4,  and  took  the  Illus- 
trated Bits  clock.  Two  prizes  left  over  for  Nov.  11. 
Members  are  informed  that  an  outing  will  be  arranged 
to  fish  a competition  for  seasonable  prizes  as  soon  as  the 
list  is  made  up,  so  I trust  every  member  will  attend  to 
make  the  arrangements  for  the  same.— A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberweil-road.— On  Nov.  4 Messrs. 
Dartnall  and  Sargeant  had  roach  and  dace.  No 
member  weighed-in  for  the  competition,  and  the  prize  is 
down  for  Not.  11,  place  and  conditions  as  before.  On 
Wednesday  next  we  fish  for  one  prize  at  Sunbury.  Six 
bon.  members  were  elected  on  Wednesday  last. 
V\  ednesday  next  is  grace  night  for  the  quarterly  sub- 
scriptions.— J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. — A return 
visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the 
Rodney  Piscatorials  on  the  6th  inst.,  and  I am  pleased 
to  say  proved  a decided  success,  their  large  club-room 
being  fairly  full.  They  were  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  Mr.  A.  Matthews  and  Mr.  John  Smith  as 
chairman  and  vice  respectively,  who  made  the  best  use 
ot  the  various  talented  artists  at  their  disposal,  and  I 
think  I can  safely  say  those  present  spent  a most  enjoy- 
able evening.  On  the  roll  being  called  by  Mr.  J.  Wright, 
vice-president  of  the  list,  eighteen  clubs  responded. 

I he  Anglers  Benevolent  box  was  opened  and  found  to 
contain  15s.,  which  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Ghurney.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and 
Hope,  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  on 
Wednesday,  the  21st,  when  1 trust  to  see  as  many,  if 
not  more,  societies  present.— Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Nov.  4 : Messrs.  Morgan,  roach  and  dace  ; Chamber- 
lain,  roach  and  dace;  Woodford,  roach  and  bream; 
Bolding,  roach  and  dace  ; Morrish,  roach  and  bream  ; 
the  show  of  dace  being  very  fine. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Royal  Oak,  Glen- 
thorn-road,  Hammersmith. — On  the  4th  Mr.  Taylor 
weigbed-in  three  jack  from  Wimbledon  lake,  the  largest 
51b.  The  half  yearly  supper  takes  place  on  Thursday, 
Nov.  15,  when  we  hope  to  see  many  aDgling  friends.— H 
Reaves. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road,  N.  Our  members  fished  for  five  prizes  on 
Wednesday  at  Pangbourne,  with  the  following  result  • 
Messrs.  Maish,  1st ; George,  3nd ; Box,  3rd  ; Wardj 
4th;  Lawrence,  5th.  The  takes  ruled  small,  although 
the  water  was  in  fair  condition. — T.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford- 
Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  Nov.  4,  with 
the  following  result:  Messrs.  T.  Belton,  roach’;  H. 
Fennell,  roach  and  perch  ; J.  Steer,  dace  ; and  J.  Payne, 
roach.  The  members  will  fish  a jack  and  perch  match 
on  tbe  25th  for  several  money  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Nov  4,  but  met  with  very  poor  sport.  Mr.  Birch  took 
the  last  prize  in  the  Windsor  competition,  making  five 
prizes  m all  to  this  society.  On  Tuesday  last  the  books 
were  closed  rather  early  on  account  of  some  of  the 
members  wanting  to  get  away  to  the  Rodney  Visit.  Mr. 

J.  Clayton  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  A good 
attendance  is  requested  for  next  Tuesday  evening  ■ 
important. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 

Odell  Arms  Limerston-street,  Chelsea.— On  Wednesday 
last  Mr.  H.  Haughton  was  elected,  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Robinson  proposed  as  a working  member,  and  Mr.  R.  IL 
Sam  ders  as  an  hon.  member  Messrs.  T.  Allder  jun’ 
and  G.  Powe  weighed-in  a fine  show  of  roach  and’dace! 
On  Nov.  4 Messrs.  Glass  and  Templeman  weighed-in 
roach,  dace,  and  bream.  A smoking  concert  will  take 
place  Dext  Wednesday. — E.  Sutf.hall. 

Waltham  Brothers,  Waltham  Abbey—  Fish  : C 
Saville,  jack  21b.  7oz.,  roach  and  perch  31b. ; F.  Chap- 


man, 31h.  4oz.  dace  ; J.  Lap  wood,  6oz.  roach.  I deeply 
regret  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  our  old  and  very 
much  respected  members. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-stroet,  Walworth.— All  the  prizes  offered  for 
the  November  competition  on  the  4th  at  Richmond  were 
taken.  Mr.  Gordon  secured  first  with  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Brent,  second,  with  roach  ; Mr.  Wilson,  third  ; and 
Mr.  Jenkins,  fourth.  Several  other  members  weighed- 
in.  Members  will  please  note  that  the  prize  list  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  will  bo  arranged  on  Wednesday 
next.— C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms. 
Arlington-Htroot,  New  North-road.— Wo  had  a few  fish 
on  the  4th  by  the  following  members  : Mr.  Renn,  broam 
and  roaoh  ; Mr.  Sullivan,  roach.  We  have  a monthly 
prize  of  half-a-guinoa  for  November  for  roach.— W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Nov.  4 the  fol- 
lowing weighed  in  fish:  Mr.  C.  Maxted  21b.  12oz.  of 
roach,  Mr.  T.  Kenny  21b.  3ioz.  of  roaoh,  Mr.  Vale 
lib.  6ioz.  of  dace,  Mr.  J.  Newton  lib.  3Joz.  of  roach,  Mr. 
F.  Homer  also  weighed  in  fish. — R.  Lowthkr. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  4 about 
twenty  members  went  down  to  Weybridge  to  fish  for  the 
enp  and  club  prizes,  but  unfortunately  only  one  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  fish.  Mr.  Ecarius  landed  a nice  bream 
and  two  fair-sized  roach,  taking  first  prize.  On  Tues- 
day last  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  second  annual  supper 
and  concert  on  Thursday,  Nov.  22  ; any  member  wishing 
to  be  present  should  write  the  secretary  of  the  club  not 
later  than  Tuesday,  the  20th.— J.  G. 

Why  Not  Social  Angling  Club,  Why  Not  Inn, 
Steelhonse-lane,  Wolverhampton. — A general  meeting 
and  social  spread  of  the  above  club  took  place  on  Tues- 
day, Nov.  6.  The  secretary  disposed  of  the  ordinary 
business,  when  the  company  resorted  to  harmony.  Two 
songs  and  a recitation  were  given  by  one  who  was  made 
a member  that  evening  (Mr.  Geo.  Badger),  one  of  the 
never-to-be-forgotten  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade.  The 
supper  was  a great  success.— J.  W.  Vann. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Piumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  as  follows  : Messrs.  J.  R.  Howcroft 
barbel,  51b.  4oz.  ; W.  E.  Mathews,  roach ; R.  Scar- 
borough, roach ; F.  Ingram,  roach ; W.  G.  Northam, 
roach  ; and  F.  Cresswell,  roach. — P.  Smith. 


LONG  CASTS. 

A few  days  ago  an  angler  of  my  acquaintance  was 
fly-fishing  for  grayling  on  the  Ure  when  a native  in  a 
blissful  state  of  hiccuppy  happiness  came  tacking  along 
the  river  side. 

‘I  shay  hie — gov’nor,”  he  began,  “ you’re  throwing 
too  short  to— hie— do  any  good.  Just  cast— hie— right 
over  there  an’  let  yer  flies— hie — shweep  roun’  by  the 
willow  roots.” 

“ You  teach  your  grandmother  how  to  skin  stewed 
soap-bubbles!  You’re  drunk,  man!”  returned  the 
angler  testily. 

Drunk  am  I? — hie — Well,  I’m  not  sho  drunk  but 
what  hie  I can  throw  a fly  five-an’-twenty  yards 
Gimme  that  rod!  Hie— Shee  that  shtone?  That’s 
nearly  thirty  yards  off — hie — an’  I’ll  bet  you  a shilling 
I casht  tail-fly  t’other  shide  of  it.”  He  grasped  the  rod 
in  his  hand,  reeled  to  and  fro  like  a ship’s  top-gallant 
mast  in  a gale  of  wind  as  he  waved  the  rod  backwards 
and  forwards.  Then  steadying  himself  he  gave  it  a 
mighty  swish  and 

“ Begum  ! I— hie — I b’lieve  I’ve  losht ! ” he  exclaimed, 
as  line,  rod,  and  all  flew  from  his  hand  out  into  the 
middle  of  the  river  and  sank  to  the  bottom  of  seven  or 
eight  feet  of  water.  ‘‘You’re  right,  gov’nor — qui’ 
right— I — hie  — musht  be  drunk!”  and  he  lurched 
heavily  away  in  the  direction  of  his  cottage  near  a wood, 
while  the  disconsolate  angler  stood  lamenting,  wondering 
how  on  earth  he  was  going  to  rake  up  his  five-guinea 
rod. — Yorkshire  Weekly  Post. 


You  have  all  experienced  it,”  says  the  Trade  Press. 

Lon  can  publish  columns  of  matter  of  a complimen- 
tary nature  about  a man’s  business,  and  not  only  will 
you  receive  no  thanks,  but  it  is  regarded  by  the  subject 
rather  as  his  due,  even  though  he  has  never  given  you  a 
dollar  s worth  of  business — it  is  ‘ news,’  ‘ must  have 
something  to  fill  your  columns,’  ‘ i3  of  interest  to  your 
readers,’  he  thinks,  and  all  that.  But  publish  two  lines 
about  the  business  of  this  same  individual  which  he 
construes  as  unfavourable,  and  the  next  mail  brings  you 
a long  letter  that  informs  you  that  you  have  possibly 
‘ ruined  ’ his  business,  and  yon  receive  pointed  instruc- 
tions on  how  to  run  a newspaper.  It’s  funny,  isn’t  it.  A 
man  who  wouldn’t  give  2 dollars  for  a page  of  your 
advertising  space,  who  will  not  thank  you  for  any  good 
you  may  say  of  him  or  his  business,  who  would  doubt 
your  circulation  under  affidavit,  will  make  Rome  howl 
and  possibly  threaten  a libel  suit  if  you  publish  a line 
which  may  be  construed  as  unfavourable,  even  though 
it  be  gospel  truth.” 


Wanted,  a "Wife. — A farmer  in  Manitoba  recently  wrote  to 
England,  asking  for  a wife  to  be  sent  out  to  him.  We  believe  he 
meant  well,  and  we  hope  he  met  with  success  ; but  good  wives  are 
not  usually  to  be  obtained  in  this  way.  In  such  a matter  a man 
cannot  safely  trust  to  the  judgment  of  another,  but  must  use  his 
ow  n.  In  choosing  a wife,  every  man’s  judgment  varies.  In  other 
things  it  is  not  so.  For  instance,  the  judgment  of  every  sensible 
man  is  in  favour  of  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment  for  tho  cure  of 
liver  complaintH,  disordered  stomach,  shattered  nerves,  rheuma- 
tism, gout,  lumbago,  scalds,  burns,  and  all  skin  diseases. 


THE  BALLAD  OP  THE  OYSTERMAN. 

It  was  a tall  young  oystorman  lived  by  the  bay  so  wide, 

His  eloop  was  just  upon  the  bank,  bis  boat  was  on  the 
tide ; 

Tho  daughter  of  a fisherman,  that  was  so  straight  and 
slim, 

Lived  over  near  Big  Oyster  Bar,  jnst  opposite  to  him. 

It  was  the  pensive  oysterman  that  saw  a lovely  maid 

Upon  a moonlight  evening,  a-sitting  in  the  shade  ; 

He  saw  her  wave  her  handkerchief,  as  much  as  if  to  say  : 
I m wide  awake,  young  oystorman,  and  all  tbe  folks 
away. 

1 hen  up  rose  the  oysterman,  and  to  himself  said  he  ■ 

‘ I guess  I’ll  leave  the  skiff  this  side,  for  fear  tho  folks 
should  see ; 

I read  it  in  the  story  hook  that,  for  to  kiss  his  dear, 

Leander  swam  the  Hellespont — and  I will  swim  this 
here.” 

And  ho  has  leaped  into  the  waves,  and  crossed  tho  shining 
stream, 

And  he  has  clambered  up  the  bank,  all  in  the  moonlight 
gleam  ; 

Oh,  there  were  kisses  sweet  as  dew,  and  words  as  soft  as 
rain — 

But  they  have  heard  her  father’s  steps,  and  in  he  leaps 
again  ! 

Out  spoke  the  ancient  fisherman,  “ Oh,  what  was  that, 
my  daughter?” 

‘ Twas  nothing  but  a pebble,  sir,  I threw  into  the 
water.” 

“ And  what  is  that,  pray  tell  me,  love,  that  paddles  off 
so  fast?” 

“ It’s  nothing  bnt  a porpoise,  sir,  that’s  been  a-swimming 
past.” 

Out  spoke  the  ancient  fisherman  : “ Now  bring  me  my 
harpoon ! 

Til  get  into  my  fishing  boat,  and  fix  the  fellow  soon.” 

Down  fell  that  pretty  innocent,  as  falls  a snow-white 
lamb ; 

Her  hair  drooped  round  her  pallid  cheeks  like  seaweed 
on  a clam. 

Alas,  for  those  two  loving  ones  ! she  waked  not  from  her 
s wound, 

And  he  was  taken  with  a cramp,  and  in  the  bay  was 
drowned ; 

But  fate  has  metamorphosed  them  in  pity  of  their  woe, 

And  now  they  keep  an  oyster  shop  for  mermaids  down 
below. — Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  in  American 

Fishing  Gazette. 


FISHING  WITH  A “SPREADER.” 

The  men  who  like  to  go  fishing,  and  who  don’t  care 
what  they  catch,  no  matter  what  it  is,  so  long  as  it 
bites,  outnumber  those  who  take  particular  tackle  and 
look  for  special  fish  about  ten  to  one.  It  is  all  one  to 
them  whether  they  catch  eels,  suckers,  mud  turtles, 
toadfish,  bluefish,  or  bass,  or  crabs.  It  was  one  of  these 
men  who  went  home  proudly  last  summer  with  a basket 
full  of  Sally  Growlers. 

Such  a man  has  wisdom  and  philosophy.  He  is  apt 
also  to  be  an  even  more  expert  fisherman  than  the  man 
with  fancy  traps,  who  goes  in  for  nothing  but  trout, 
wide-mouthed  bass,  muskallonge,  or  some  others  of  the 
so-called  game  fish. 

He  can  begin  his  fishing  season  as  early  in  spring  as 
worms  can  be  dug,  and  keep  it  up  until  they  fail  and 
the  shrimps  disappear  in  the  fall,  and  need  never  go 
more  than  a few  miles  from  home  at  that,  if  he  live  on 
any  of  our  near-by  waters. 


To  this  man  the  spreader  is  recommended.  If  you  are 
such  a fisherman,  if  you  delight  in  catching  sunfish, 
perch,  little  striped  bass,  catfish,  snapping  mackerel, 
school  weakfish,  lafayettes,  and  such  fish,  and  haven’t 
got  spreaders,  get  some.  They  used  to  be  on  sale  in 
almost  every  fishing-tackle  store,  but  there  are  many 
now  who  do  not  keep  them.  If  you  can’t  buy  them 
make  your  own. 

This  is  all  there  is  of  it.  Take  a piece  of  springy 
brass  wire  about  as  thick  as  a fine  knitting  needle  and 
fourteen  inches  or  so  long.  Twist  an  eye  in  the  middle 
of  it  and  another  at  each  end,  bend  the  whole  into  a half 
circle,  and  it  is  complete.  You  attach  your  line  to  the 
centre  eye  and  snell  hooks  to  tho  end  ones.  If  you  need 
a sinker,  attach  that  to  a short  cord  and  let  it  hang 
down  from  the  centre.  The  obvious  advantage  of  the 
spreader  is  that  it  keeps  your  hooks  apart,  but  it  also 
has  many  other  desirable  effeots.  The  line  is  rendered 
more  sensitive,  the  hooks  are  kept  at  the  same  depth, 
and  tho  spreader  is  so  olastic  that  a fish  onoe  hooked 
can  seldom  tear  loose. 

In  running  streams  it  also  lets  the  bait  play  at  just 
the  right  distance  free  of  tho  ground  to  make  tho  bait 
taking. — N.  Y.  Sun. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Nov.  1.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Hughes 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
committee  meeting,  held  Oct.  4,  were  read  and  adopted, 
when  the  case  of  the  Sociable  Club  was  reopened.  After 
considerable  discussion,  the  committee  decided  to 
dismiss  the  charge  made  against  the  club  of  hold- 
ing meetings  and  taking  contributions  at  a house 
other  than  the  clubhouse,  as  it  could  not  be 
proved.  The  application  of  the  Balsall  Heath 
Britannia  Society,  to  remove  from  the  Britannia  Inn, 
Sherbourne-i’oad,  to  the  Old  Moseley  Arms,  Tyndal- 
street,  was  granted.  The  charge  made  against  a member 
of  the  Bellbarn  Club  for  injuring  the  apple  trees  at 
Twyning  Fleet  was  withdrawn,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
member  who  gave  a wrong  name  when  caught  commit- 
ing  a like  offence,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  stand  over 
in  order  that  the  man  might  be  found.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  auditor’s  report  for  the  quarter  ending  Sept. 
30  were  adopted.  A notice  of  motion  was  given  by  Mr. 
Miller,  which  was  to  the  following  effect:  “That  all 
secretaries  in  future  be  compelled  to  pay  _ upon  all 
financial  members  on  their  books,  irrespective  of  the 
number  of  travelling  cards  issued  by  them.”  This  will 
be  brought  on  before  the  next  general  meeting  on  Dec. 
13  for  discussion.  Mr.  T.  Coles  brought  before  the 
committee  the  advisability  of  dealing  with  the  important 
matter  of  fixing  a standard  size  of  fish  to  be  retained  by 
the  members,  when  it  was  decided  to  consider  the 
question  on  Dec.  6 next,  and  lay  the  whole  matter 
before  the  general  meeting  on  Dec.  13.  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  Vine  Unity  Society  was  held 
at  the  club-house,  the  Vine  Inn,  Carver-street,  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  when  about  forty  of  the  members 
sat  down  to  dinner.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  harmony.  This  society  intend  restarting 
their  musical  evenings  during  the  winter  months ; 
Dec.  4 will  be  the  opening  night.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  St.  George’s  Society  was  held  on  Monday  evening 
last,  at  the  Waggon  and  Horses  Inn,  Summer-road,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  the  officers  for  1895.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Hall  presided.  The  election  resulted  as  follows  : 
President,  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall ; vice,  Mr.  J.  Moore ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  G.  King ; secretary,  Mr.  Clem.  Wain- 
wright;  trustees,  Messrs.  E.  Tallis  and  J.  Barton; 
auditors,  Messrs.  Clewley  and  J.  Tallis ; committee, 
Messrs.  Bayliss.  Cottrell,  W.  Bayliss,  Barton,  East, 
Tallis,  and  "Griffiths.  The  name  of  Mr.  H.  Miller,  of 
Birmingham,  should  have  appeared  in  my  report  of  the 
Provincial  Association  meeting  as  being  elected  on  the 
committee  of  that  association  ; the  gentleman’s  name 
was  omitted  by  inadvertence. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  a great  improvement 
upon  last,  and  fen  anglers  have  been  exceedingly  busy. 
The  rivers  and  drains  are  now  in  capital  trim,  the  recent 
rains  having  done  much  to  improve  their  condition.  All 
along  this  river  roach  are  offering  as  good  sport  now  as 
they  have  done  at  any  previous  period  of  the  season,  and 
the  best  results  are  still  secured  with  paste  and  creed 
wheat  baits.  Pike  fishing  on  this  river,  which  had  been 
interrupted  by  the  weeds,  is  now  improving.  The 
Witham  waters  have  been  well  patronised  at  all  points. 
Near  Langrick  four  pike  were  killed  on  Tuesday,  with 
artificial  bait,  weighing  191b.  On  the  Kirkstead  and 
Tattershall  lengths  good  fish  have  also  been  met  with, 
but  the  reports  up  to  Wednesday  had  included  nothing 
of  exceptional  interest.  Market  Deeping  and  Stamford 
anglers  have  also  been  busy  on  the  Welland,  and  have 
met  with  a fair  measure  of  success.  Satisfactory  reports 
are  to  hand  from  the  Glen  and  the  smaller  drains  between 
Spalding  and  Bourne.  An  angler  from  the  latter  town, 
one  day  last  week,  secured  an  eel  measuring  3Gin.  long 
and  8in.  in  circumference.  Several  similar  fish  of 
phenomenal  size  have  recently  been  captured  from  the 
same  water. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  now  fining  down,  and  a few  good 
fish  have  been  taken  with  paste.  One  fish,  scaling 
lib.  2Joz.,  was  caught  with  worm.  On  the  River  Ludd 
there  have  been  some  good  catches  of  perch,  flounders, 
and  eels,  but  the  best  hsh  have  been  taken  near  to  Tetncy 
Lock,  one  angler  bad  two  perch  a little  over  lib.  each. 
It  is  not  generally  known,  but  the  largest  roach  taken  in 
this  river,  and  especially  at  this  time  of  the  year,  are 
taken  by  swimming  with  small  red  worms,  using  as  a 
ground  bait  a mixture  of  bran  and  bread,  the  fish  caught 
with  maggot  usually  running  small.  A few  good  sized 
codlings  have  been  taken  both  at  Pauli  and  Killingholme, 
and  the  foreshore  of  the  Albert  and  Alexandra  Docks. 
Some  good  flounders  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Timber 
Ponds.  The  president’s  prize  for  most  points  in  matches 
during  the  season  1894  of  the  Victoria  A.S.  was  finally 
won  by  Mr.  William  Harmer.  On  Friday  last  the  Hull 
Ramblers  A. A.  held  their  annual  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  &c.  Mr.  Anthony  Kingston  was  re- 
elected president,  Mr.  Ed.  Willcox,  treasurer,  and  Mr. 
J.  Johnson,  hon.  sec.  ; and  the  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  6,  when  the  club’s  gold  medal  will  be 
presented  to  Mr.  Albert  Berry,  he  having  secured  the 
most  points  in  the  matches  during  the  past  season. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  salmon  have  been  taken  lately  in  any  part  of 
this  district.  Heavy  rain  continues  to  fall,  and  rivers 
are  too  high  for  the  enjoyment  of  successful  sport.  Two 


or  throo  fish  from  West  Cumberland  waters,  one  here 
and  there  along  the  length  of  the  Lune,  and  a solitary 
five  or  six  pounder  from  tho  Troutbeck  (to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  G.  Browne)  make  up  tho  sum  total  of  what  has 
reached  us  during  the  last  few  days.  It  is  roported  that 
during  the  recent  heavy  rainfall  after  the  prolonged 
spell  of  fine  weather,  eels  have  been  very  plentiful  in  tho 
River  Leven,  some  good  hauls  being  taken  in  conse- 
quence. At  tho  Newby  Bridge  flour  mill,  near  the  foot 
of  Lake  Windermere,  the  catch  a few  days  ago  is  said  to 
have  reached  about  18cwt.  The  market  value  of  one 
night’s  catch  would  be  about  .£40.  Tho  fish  were 
packed  in  boxos  and  sent  off  by  rail  to  Manchester  and 
other  places. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

One  of  the  jolliest  meetings  of  anglers  that  ever  took 
place  was  that  hold  at  the  colliery  village  of  Swinton, 
on  the  3rd,  when  the  teams  constituted  of  members  of 
the  Walpole  and  Brook  Tavern  Angling  Societies,  met 
at  the  social  board  to  partake  of  the  spread  they  fished 
for  the  Saturday  previous.  Definite  information  is  now 
to  hand  respecting  the  general  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Anglers’  Association  on  the  23rd  ; in  reality  there  will 
be  three  distinct  meetings  the  same  evening.  The  first 
will  be  that  of  the  present  council,  to  be  followed  by  a 
general  meeting  of  club  representatives,  each  club  being 
entitled  to  send  two  members  to  vote  ; at  this  meeting 
all  the  real  business  will  be  transacted.  The  final 
meeting  will  be  an  open  one,  and  all  anglers,  whether 
attached  or  not,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 
Messrs.  Statter,  Ormrod,  and  Hudson,  all  of  Oldham, 
have  now  returned ; no  salmon  fell  to  their  skill,  but 
they  secured  some  nice  sea  trout.  Club3  up  and  down 
the  country  are  very  busy  balancing  their  books  and 
holding  important  meetings,  and  the  general  report  is 
success  in  every  department.  Mr.  Ball  and  his  men 
from  Stanley  House  have  done  good  work  amongst  the 
Cheshire  pike  ; the  same  may  be  said  of  Messrs.  Con- 
stable and  Holyoake,  of  Manchester,  in  the  same 
district.  The  general  meeting  of  the  Kingfishers  was 
held  on  the  6th,  and  an  important  agenda  dealt  with. 
Mr.  Holyoak  entered  upon  his  new  duties  as  president. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  improvement  which  was  manifest  in  angling  in 
Leicestershire  last  week  has  been  fairly  maintained.  The 
waters  near  Leicester  are  now  in  capital  condition  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  anglers  have  availed  themselves 
of  every  opportunity  to  get  to  the  river  and  canal  under 
the  protection  of  the  Leicester  Angling  Society.  Roach 
fishing  has  attracted  the  greatest  number  of  the  votaries, 
who  have  been  fortunate  in  landing  takes  above  the 
average  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Mr.  Prince  showed, 
on  two  successive  days,  151b.  of  roach,  Mr.  Burton  91b. 
of  roach,  Mr.  Moulding  61b.,  and  plenty  of  other  sports- 
men were  successful  in  obtaining  lots  averaging  about 
51b.  As  usual,  when  the  water  is  in  order,  plenty  of 
fishermen  have  been  out  and  about  after  perch  and 
chub.  Mr.  Shardlow.  in  a mixed  lot,  showed  a brace 
and  a half  of  perch,  largest  lib.  loz.,  Mr.  Goulding  a 
perch  12oz.  Mr.  Prince  four  brace  of  fine  perch,  aud 
Mr.  McKinson  a brace  of  perch.  Some  of  the  fishing  in 
the  higher  reaches  at  Aylestone  has  been  pretty  satis- 
factory, chub  forming  the  principal  medium  of  sport. 
Mr.  Hobbs  and  Mr.  Willett  each  showed  a good  brace  of 
the  last-mentioned  species.  Owing  to  the  waters  at  the 
Marlborough  preserves  being  in  good  order,  the  sub- 
scribers have  done  a large  amount  of  fishing,  but  the 
shortening  days  greatly  curtail  the  time  available. 
Roach  have  been  caught  freely,  the  takes  being  well  up 
to  the  average.  The  Wreake  Valley  has  only  been  thinly 
attended  this  week.  Rain  fell  sharply  on  Wednesday. 
FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  lots  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  during  tho 
past  week  at  Wroxham,  Salhouse,  and  Horning.  The 
best  eatch  was  that  of  Mr.  Poole’s,  of  the  Myriorama 
fame,  who  caught,  on  Salhouse,  one  18.^lb. , and  six  from 
41b.  to  61b.  Some  small  bags  of  fish  have  been  taken  on 
the  Yare,  but  nothing  of  any  size.  Very  little  has  yet 
been  done  on  our  noted  private  waters,  as,  while  the 
shooting  season  is  at  its  height,  this  engrosses  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  who  usually  fish  these  waters.  All 
the  rivers  and  broads  are  in  good  condition  for  pike 
fishing,  but  tho  mild  weather  is  against  good  sport  being 
obtained. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  in  rare  condition  for  the  followers  of 
pike  and  chub.  Pike  fishing  has  claimed  considerable 
attention,  and  on  some  of  the  favourite  reaches  above 
Nottingham  a large  number  of  remarkably  fine  fish  have 
succumbed  to  the  live  bait.  On  Saturday,  in  the  King’s 
Mills  fishery,  Messrs.  E.  Peat  and  H.  Coxon  landed 
thirteen,  though  of  those,  eight  were  returned.  The 
heaviest  (killed  by  the  former  gentleman)  weighed 
171b.  9oz.  It  was  40in.  in  length,  and  showed  rare 
fighting  powers  when  hooked.  The  fish  was  recorded  on 
the  books  of  the  Wellington  Society,  and  as  to  weight 
it  is  unquestionably  the  heaviest  caught  on  our 
river  for  some  years  past.  It  is  not  a little 
singular  that  only  three  weeks  previously  one  of 
171b.  was  taken  in  the  Shardlow  waters,  which 
adjoin  those  of  King’s  Mills.  On  Saturday,  at 
Shardlow,  Mr.  G.  R.  Wilford  secured  a handsome 
specimen  of  7-ilb.  ; Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins  had  one  of  81b.  ; 
and  on  Monday,  in  tho  same  length,  Messrs.  J.  Taylor 
and  H.  Coxon  ran  ten,  keeping  six ; two  of  these 
weighed  101b.  each,  another  weighed  81b.,  and  a fourth 
6jlb.  At  King’s  Mills  on  the  same  day  Mr.  A.  Fewkes 
obtained  three  of  111b.  3oz.,  8;jlb.,  and  5.)lb.  At  Weston 
Mr.  H.  Atkinson,  of  Radford,  caught  one  of  9£lb. 
‘ Coarse  fish  angling  has  been  rather  neglected  in  oon- 
i sequence  of  the  boisterous  state  of  the  elements.  Dace 
' have  shown  sport,  and  on  Tuesday  fair  quantities  of  big 


roach  wore  got  in  tho  upper  waters  with  gentles.  The 
banquet  of  tho  Wellington  Society  has  been  fixed  for 
Wednesday,  the  21st  inst. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  recent  heavy  rains  have  been  productive  of  much 
good,  and  both  drains  and  rivers  have  vastly  improved 
in  condition.  One  great  improvement  has  been  the 
washing  away  of  great  quantities  of  weeds,  which  have 
proved  such  a nuisance  during  the  season.  Angling 
was  of  course  stopped  for  a little,  but  when  the  waters 
became  fishable,  some  very  nice  catches  were  secured. 
The  Trent  continues  to  get  better,  and  good  all  round 
sport  is  provided.  One  Sheffield  angler  caught  seven 
nice  pike  at  Rampton  Island,  the  lot  weighing  321b., 
and  the  heaviest  fish  being  71b.  Fine  roach  have  also 
lured  from  the  same  waters.  Roach  have,  in  fact, 
been  well  on  the  feed  all  over,  and  many  have 
run  up  to  lib.  and  over.  The  Derwent  also  come  into 
condition,  and  some  nice  grayling  have  been 
grassed  by  maggot  and  worm.  I still  hear  of  large 
numbers  of  undersized  fish  being  brought  away  instead 
of  being  thrown  back  into  the  water.  The  biggest 
sinners  are  the  men  whose  ambition  is  to  capture  small 
money  prizes  at  public  houses.  Size  does  not  matter, 
and,  as  numbers  tell  in  a weigh  up,  all  the  little  mites 
that  can  be  captured  are  dumped  into  a dish  to  make 
the  largest  weight. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Typical  November  weather,  gloomy  and  wet  have  not 
been  conducive  to  sport,  and,  moreover,  the  Severn  and 
its  tributaries  have  been  high  and  discoloured.  Anglers 
are  therefore  patiently  awaiting  the  advent  of  brighter 
days,  when  the  pike  and  coarse  fish  will  doubtless  be 
well  on  the  feed  after  the  high  water.  Given  these 
favourable  elements  the  grayling  too  should  be  found  on 
the  rise,  and  fair  sport  may  be  obtained  in  certain 
favoured  localities,  notably  the  Isle  and  Silver  Fords, 
Uffington  Ford,  Cronkhill,  and  Atcham.  There  is, 
however,  splendid  grayling  fishing  to  be  obtained 
within  thirty  miles  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the  Ludlow 
district.  A good  deal  of  the  water  is  preserved,  but 
there  are  some  portions  open  to  the  public,  and 
permission  to  fish  in  others  is  not  difficult  to  obtain. 
The  season  is  now  drawing  to  a close,  but  on  a warm 
day,  say  between  twelve  and  two  o’clock,  the  fish  may 
be  found  on  the  rise.  Leintwardine  on  the  Terne  is 
practically  the  centre  of  the  grayling  country  ; and  from 
Leintwardine  to  Ludlow  is  perhaps  the  best  piece  of 
grayling  water  in  the  kingdom.  The  Grannomand  Duns 
are  nearly  always  to  be  depended  upon  to  kill,  provided 
these  capricious  fish  can  be  found  on  the  rise.  The 
grashopper  is  a deadly  lure,  and  the  gentle  will  answer 
well. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Rivers  Severn,  Teme,  and  Avon  are  swollen  and 
discoloured.  Many  of  the  brooks  are  full  to  overflowing, 
the  land  is  saturated  with  wet,  and  no  indication  of 
settled  weather.  Angling  is  pretty  well  at  a standstill. 
The  only  sport  that  has  been  had  has  been  fishing  for 
roach  on  the  grass  with  the  worm,  and  some  nice  dishes 
of  fine  fish  have  been  takon.  There  have  been  a big  run 
of  eels.  Anglers  here  are  looking  forward  to  good  sport 
when  the  water  gets  into  condition  again. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  have  settled  down,  but,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  more  rain  threatens.  The  Derwent,  the  Ouse, 
and  the  Foss  have  been  thoroughly  out  of  condition  of 
late,  but  if  the  rain  holds  off,  prospects  will  improve. 
A match  promoted  by  the  Harrogate  Angling  Associa- 
tion— the  last  of  the  season — was  held  in  the  Ure,  at 
Boroughbridge,  on ‘Saturday  afternoon,  but  sport  was 
only  poor,  the  water  being  thick  and  discoloured.  Mr. 
F.  Carr  secured  the  first  prize  with  lib.  6oz.  ; Mr. 
O’Dwyer  the  second,  with  lib.  loz.  ; and  Mr.  B.  Oxley 
the  third  with  9oz.  Mr.  O’Dwyer,  a Leeds  gentleman, 
secured  the  best  specimen  fish,  a fine  roach,  weighing 
15oz.,  and  measuring  13in.  long. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — All  the  rivers  in  the  county  are  now  in  a 
heavy  state  of  flood,  and  salmon  are  running  up  in  large 
numbers  to  the  spawning  grounds.  Poaching  has  been 
rather  prevalent  on  some  of  the  West  Cork  rivers.  At 
Mallow,  on  Saturday,  Major  Lucas,  Col.  Browne,  Messrs. 
J.  O.  Harold,  F.  Lucas,  P.  Hunt,  and  B.  Williamson 
were  elected  Conservators  of  tho  upper  waters  of  the 
Blackwater  Fisheries  for  the  coming  three  years  ending 
October,  1897. 

KERRY.— Sport  has  been  good  at  sea  angling  on  a 
couple  of  days,  but  the  weather  at  the  time  of  writing 
is  very  wild,  and  fishing  is  out  of  the  question,  even  in 
the  more  sheltered  bays  and  harbours.  The  rivers  are 
all  heavily  flooded,  and  the  lakes  are  already  at  their 
ordinary  mid-winter  height.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are 
pushing  up  in  very  good  numbers  to  the  usual  spawning 
grounds.  Poaching  is  reported  to  be  very  prevalent  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Inny  at  night  during  the  last 
week.  


There  is  an  interesting  picture  of  an  otter  hunt  now 
to  be  seen  in  tho  window  of  47  Fleet-stroet.  The  artist 
is  Mr.  Geo.  Earl ; the  scene  is  laid  on  the  River  Liddle, 
below  the  well-known  Penton  Linns,  at  a point  where  the 
stream  divides  England  from  Scotland.  The  figures  of 
the  hunting  party  are  spirited  and  life  like,  and, 
although  exception  might  be  taken  to  the  terriers  as 
being  a little  too  Dandio  Dinmont  looking,  the  picture 
has  plenty  of  incident.  It  is  a faithful  representation  of 
the  charming  spot  that  tho  artist  has  chosen,  as  it  is  of 
an  otter  hunt  in  a general  way. 
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SALMON  FISHING. 
FANMUEE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

T71XOKLLKNT  SALMON  And  TROUT  FIHI1INO  on 
Ji.  NORTH  HSK,  FRHB to  Hotel  Vtoltoi  & il  tea 
the  Hotel  wuter,  the  Miilonrild  Troutlng  Stream* 
of  OltmuHk,  In  which  Trout  of  (food  wise  end  quality 
abound,  are  within  eiuty  dlMtanou.  Thin  In  u quiet  and 
beuutlful  retreat,  and  t.he  fibbing  In  (rood  all  the  Hiring 
and  Bummer  month*.  Golf  oouree  heetde  Hotel. 
Hhootlng  over  1600  acre*  by  the  (lay  or  week. 
Keepers  and  doge  kept.  Tartloulare  on  application. 
K KITH  KNOWLKH,  Proprietor. 

BORDER  ESK, 

LONttTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Qood  Accommodation  for  Gentlemen. 
Close  to  river. 

Ai-i*ly  T.  STORY, 
WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day's  Fishing  In  tho  350  acres  o! 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHER!, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  Kiver 
Devoron,  in  tbo  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderato  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 

DEESIDE  HYDROPATHIC  FISHINGS. 

fTlHESE  Fishings,  which  inolude  the  Heathcot 
JL  and  Murtle  portions  of  the  River  Dee  (over 
two  miles),  are  now  wholly  reserved  for  visitors 
at  the  Hydro.  Terms  for  Anglers  £2  6s.  per 
week;  after  May,  £3;  and  in  Sept,  and  Oot., 
£8  10s.— Dr.  Stewart,  Heathoot,  Aberdeen. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

■ 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous.”— 
Angler' i Diary. 

— 

Freqnent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  tor  the  Welsh  Harp  Station 

ROYAL  HOTEL,  OBAN. 

FIBST-OLASS.  

Clone  to  Station  and  Pior». — JOHN 

MCKENZIE  (from  Trossaehs  Hotel),  Proprietor. 

TENBURY. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  CRAYLINC 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FBHTHSHIR  B. 

STANLEY,  N B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  u Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing  his  ' 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright  ; 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 

LLANYMYNECH. 

■yiSITORS  to  this  favourite  angling 
’ station  and  lovely  neighbourhood  can 
obtain  the  very  best  ACCOMMODATION, 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  by  address- 
ing as  under — 

Mre.  ROBERTS, 

Lion  Hotel,  Llanymynech,  Oswestry. 

Cun\ uLnCLil  fui  gentlemen  fishm^  the  best  leaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address— -“Hotel,”  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 

1SLEWORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN. 

XT'  VERY  ACCOMMODATION  for 
^ J ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  fid.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
fid.  and  9d. 

SHANNON  & LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

YDY OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

Grlsle,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station ; also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  oottage  cloae  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  KiUaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B. —The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  in  thousands. 

H.  WHITTY, 

Successor  to  the  late 

J.  EDMONDSON, 

FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT’S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  &c.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  “ River  Reports.” 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 

Fishing  Bod,  Fly , and 
Tackle  Maker. 

Amateurs  and  Others  supplied 
with  Choice  Seasoned  Wood,  Qood 
Gut,  and  every  variety  of  Feathers 
and  Material  for  Fly  Making,  &c. 

ONLY  ADDRESSES  : — 

15,  BASNETT  STREET, 
& 7,  QUEEN  AVENUE, 

CASTLE  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 

Telephone,  5611. 

Telegrams,  “ Fishing,”  Liverpool. 

TTIOR  PURE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
F SCENERY  in  England  you  must  go  to 
TORRINGTON.  The  Proprietor  of  the 

GLOBS  E20TEJL. 

Has  many  miles  of  Preserved  Water.  Good 
SALMON,  TROUT,  & FEEL  FISHING 

for  Visitors.  The  town  has  a splendid  Bowling 
Green  overlooking  the  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
River  Torridge.  Torrington  is  designated  the 
modem  Jerusalem  Hotel  ’Bus  meets  all  trains. 
Tariff  on  Application. 

ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

BLAPTQN,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

TTERY  moderate  chargee,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
y latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well -stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  in  the  village. 

J DOWSE.  PrnvrUtnr 

BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY. 

PRICE  LIST,  1894  and  1895. 

OVA. 

Salmo  Fario,  per  1000,  £1  ; Fontinalis, 
per  1000,  £1  10s. 

DEAL. 
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SNOEIvING  IN  FALSE  BAY. 

The  following  is  from  the  pen  of  the  lato  Mr.  Justice 
Jas.  Buchanan  • 

“ If  you  were  in  Scotland  it  would  bo  salmon  sport, 
and  with  Sir  John  Millais  you  might  artfully  anglo  out 
your  ‘fine  fish  mon,’  weighing  from  151b.  to  451b., 
one  of  the  latter  with  a * gaffed  wi’  a girth  of  27.)in.' 
Just  measure  that  round  in  your  mind’s  eye  ! Well, 

‘ Tay-n  ’ eagerly  earned.  Fresh  from  reading  how  Miss 
Puller  ‘ pulled  five  last  week  to  her  own  rod,’  its  Spey- 
ing  sport  that ; or  Mrs.  Stewart  Menzies,  a Highland 
name  to  conjure  with,  has  ‘ done  weel,  awfully  weel,’  my 
mind  reverts  to  a day’s  snoeking  (Cape  salmoning)  on 
the  early  dawn  waters  of  far  beyond  Robben  Island.  It 
was  lively  sport,  and  can  very  easily  be  had  thusly  : Go 
out  from  Rogge  Bay  towards  midnight  with  one  of  the 
fishers’  fleet.  You  can  do  it  for  a very  slight  considera- 
tion. But  get  into  a good  boat  with  a good  man.  If 
you  want  a wider  field  and  loss  favour,  you  can  go  out 
from  Muizenberg  across  the  silvery  stretches  of  False 
Bay  into  the  shadows  of  the  Somerset  mountains 
opposite,  or  away  round  where  the  charmed  old  Cape 
Point  projects  into  the  surging  South  Sea. 

“ One  of  my  most  reminiscenced  experiences  (it  has 
come  somehow  into  my  mind  to-night,  like  that  wonder- 
ful flash  off  the  snoek’s  back,  which  requires  to  be  seen 
to  be  realised,  as  it  struggles  to  free  itself  from  the 
sliding  line  astern)  was  off  the  ‘Rabbit  Isle,’  and  to 
that  I adhere.  Starting  towards  midnight  in  the  Fisher- 
man’s Fnend,  the  solid-built  boat,  No.  07,  owned  by 
Frekie  Boonsaayer,  of  Hilleger’s-steeg  hard  by,  four  stal- 
wart pairs  of  arms  rowed  us  out  with  a good  long  fisher- 
man’s stroke,  sixty  to  the  minute  ; a fair  throw  of  the  oar 
back  through  the  air  till  you  could  no  further,  a steady 
insertion  into  the  wave,  sympathetic  or  unsympathetic, 
and  a long  pull  through  the  wave  well  done,  feeling  it 
as  you  go  like  a sweeping  feather  at  the  finish,  and  da' 
capo,  ad  lib. 

“ How  the  old  boat  answered  well  with  a throe,  a con- 
vulsive throe.  Four  miles  out  we  caught  the  breeze, 
and  were  soon  in  the  silvery  shoal,  leaping  highly  in 
sportive  play.  Up  sail  ! and  in  oars,  and  prepare  for 
action  ! The  warm-flannelled  fishers  set  methodically 
about  the  piscatorial  task  which  won  their  daily  bread, 
as  the  boat  pretty  well  heels  over  at  an  angle  of  45deg. 
on  her  side,  to  the  fresh  breeze.  Sometimes  the  shoal  is 
very  far,  and  you  have  to  sail  out  for  about  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  till  the  Signal  Mount  hides  the  city  from  view, 
and  the  old  Tabled  Father  peers  gazing  over  it  watch- 
fully. What  a fresh  and  free  feeling  so  far  from  shore, 
among  the  trundling  waves  over  which  the  trusty  F.F. 
rises  and  falls  responsively  to  the  full-bellied  sail,  or  you 
tack  about  with  the  rippling  sunlights  invigorated  by 
a matutinal.  Sometimes  the  larger  fish  preying  for  their 
breakfast,  too,  drive  the  shoals  between  the  iron  isle  and 
Salt  River  mouth,  or  further  towards  Blueberg  Beach, 
and  up  and  down,  hither  and  thither,  you  skim  along  in 
full  sight  of  sweet  Sea  Point — how  fair  it  is,  distant 
pictured,  set  in  a frame  of  rocky  surf,  or  against  the 
three-quarter  way  farther  rounded  hill-side,  or  right  on 
to  Koeberg,  with  some  larger  white  sail  of  those  days, 
a statelier  East  Indianman,  or  a lesser  ‘ clipper,’  beating 
up  to  the  offing  yonder,  a sight  to  see. 

“ In  any  case  the  process  is  the  same.  Long  lines 
cast  over,  uglily  hooked,  and  uglier  baited  with  a red 
rag,  a bit  of  flannel,  but — to  tempt  the  voracious  fish. 
Soon  it  swallows  greedily,  and  the  long  lines,  now  taut, 
are  hauled  in  by  sturdy  hands,  for  it  takes  a strong  pull 
in  to  land  the  prize.  The  struggling  salmon’s  silver 
spray  flashes  spinningly  along.  It  cleaves  the  water 
coruscatingly,  a pretty  picture.  Once  alongside  and 
into  the  boat  it  shows  fight  strongly,  and  snaps.  A 
bite  from  a snoek’s  tooth  is  very  undesirable,  and  often 
poisonous  to  boot.  The  fisherman  whips  the  recalci- 
trant under  his  left  arm,  and  with  a cudgel  puts  it 
beyond  further  pain  by  a smart  tap  on  the  head,  just 
in  the  proper  place,  and  flings  it  into  the  boat,  where  in 
a few  hours  (say  five  or  six,  more  or  less,  according  to 
luck)  perhaps  a haul  has  been  made  of  500  silver  sides. 

“ Head  to  the  shore,  for  those  who  reach  it  first  get 
the  market,  where  the  crowds  line  the  beach,  and  per- 
haps get  several  pence  per  fish,  where  the  laggard  keel, 
or  the  less  lucky,  will  be  glad  to  get  halfpence.  The 
race  for  the  shore  is  very  pretty,  animated  and  full  of 
the  crew’s  chaff.  Some  vere  good  sailing  seamanship 
meanwhile  is  displayed.  Have  you  ever  watched  from 
the  Signal-station  or  the  Kloof-road,  near  Botany  Bay, 
where  the  road  winds,  the  white-sailed  fishers’  fleet 
returning,  scattered,  about  midday  ? It  is  a fair  sight 
in  the  white-winged  flight  homewar-d.  They  went  out 
in  the  darkness  of  midnight,  or  its  starry  light  of  the 
moonbeams.  Night  after  night,  sometimes  pioroing 
cold,  the  humble  toilers  of  the  sea  ask  thus  for  * their 
daily  bread,’  and  daily  it  is  given  them  by  the  all-wise 
Ruler  of  land  and  sea.  Few  but  the  poor,  perchance, 
eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  labour,  for  is  not  the  sole  more 
savoury,  and  the  varying  finned  are  varying  too  in 
delicatesse  from  the  sweet  klip  visch,  via  the  hardier 
Hottentot  or  the  silver,  the  stouter  steenbras,  or  the 
glorious  goljoen,  onwards  and  upwards  to  the  rich 
Roman  or  the  stately  seventy-four  humped  as  a sea 
bison  ! These  the  loving  amateur  shall  win  reflectively, 
from  some  sea-surged  at  the  Chalk  Bay,  or  the  fi-her 
at  further  Camp’s  Bay,  or  the  harbour  of  Simon  van  der 
Still,  turbulent  soul. 

“But  the  common  snoek  is  a useful  fish  in  many  a 
humble  home,  and  the  fishers  who  win  it  win  it  usefully, 
and  with  more  hardship  than  is  thought.  Van  Riebeck’s 
diary  was  not  above  recording  how  the  nets  spread 
beyond  the  Castle  caught  for  the  refreshment  of  an  out- 
ward bound,  and  still  more  a returning  salt-junked, 
scurvy-stricken  fleet,  while  the  voyages  of  the  Qallejon 


are  likewise  gladly  enshrined.  The  homely  Dutch  days 
of  vischkorrie,  and  frikadel,  and  poekelar  are  doubtless 
disappearing  (it  is  an  unmixed  departure).  Tho  snoek 
is  dry-dolegated  to  the  Mauritius.  But  tho  pleasant  pur- 
suit of  it,  known  to  or  indulgodin  by  but  few,  con  amove, 
is  and  will  long  remain  at  our  very  doors.  Goodreader, 
are  you  share  struck?  Have  you  found  out  taat  it  is 
not  all  gold  that  glitters,  even  in  a wondrously-worded 
prospectus  ? Do  tho  diamonds  even  not  glitter  as  of 
yore  ? Arc  you  down  in  the  dumps,  somehow  ? Does 
your  liver  want  deliverance  and  your  splenetic  humour 
a mighty  void  ? Take  my  advice,  engage  a seat  in  tho 
F.F.  to-night  or  to-morrow  night,  or  the  night  after, 
ask  Dick  and  Jack  to  be  one  of  the  party,  be  not  un- 
mindful of  due  creature  comforts,  and  you  will  stop 
ashore  at  noon  a new  man,  and  be  surprised  you  never 
tried  so  easy  a remedy  before.’’ — Cape  Timss. 


COUNTRY  SKETCHES.— BONIFACE. 


An  Angler  Detective. 

It  is  customary,  I know,  to  picture  the  landlord  of  a 
country  hostelry  as  a big,  burly  fellow,  with  hands  like 
shoulders  of  mutton,  a fat,  jolly  chap,  always  bustling 
about  in  his  shirt  sleeves  save  at  evening,  when  he  pre- 
sides over  his  bar  parlour.  I should  like  to  describe  my 
Boniface  thus,  but  that  stickling  for  absolute  truth, 
which  is  my  only  strong,  point,  compels  me  to  say  that 
he  did  not  resemble  it  one  little  bit.  He  had  formerly 
been  a butler  in  a gentleman’s  family,  and  having  saved 
some  money  and  married  the  cook,  who  had  also  saved 
some  wealth,  the  pair  settled  down  to  the”  duties  of 
landlord  and  landlady  of  the  County  Arms.  This  is,  or 
rather  was,  one  of  those  old-fashioned  hostelries 
which  flourished  in  the  good  old  coaching  times, 
before  railways  and  dining  cars  were  invented. 
When  the  iron  horse  took  possession  the  Great 
Westerly  road  was  deserted,  and  the  house  left  high  and 
dry  by  the  stream  of  human  traffic.  The  long  rows  of 
stabliDg  were  still  there,  but  they  were  seldom  used,  and 
grass  grew  amongst  the  stones  of  the  coaching  yard. 
Internally,  the  house  was  little  altered,  for  there  was 
plenty  of  trade  in  the  locality  to  make  the  place  pay. 
The  fine  old  dining-room,  which  had  been  the  scene  of  so 
many  election  addresses  and  political  dinners,  still  shone 
brightly  at  stated  periods  of  the  year,  when  local  dinners 
were  held.  The  cosy  bar  parlour,  with  its  old-fashioned 
fittings,  was  well  patronised  each  evening,  and  as  there 
was  good  fishing  obtainable,  the  house  was  a favourite 
resort  for  anglers,  especially  those  from  the  metropolis. 

Boniface  was  a mysterious  sort  of  a chap.  A smug 
fellow,  who  moved  softly  over  invisible  carpets,  and 
decanted  invisible  port.  He  had  a ready  smile  for  every- 
one, but  at  the  same  time  he  had  a suspicious  sort  of 
way  with  him,  as  though  he  suspected  you  of  doing 
something  to  get  the  better  of  him.  Some  of  his  move- 
ments were  slightly  mysterious,  but  he  was  always  the 
essence  of  politeness  and  smugness. 

Amongst  the  visitors  to  the  hotel  one  autumn  was  a 
jolly  sort  of  fellow  who  had  come  down  from  London 
for  the  grayling  fishing.  The  visitor  was  a most  enthu- 
siastic amateur  photographer,  and  the  best  natured 
chap  out.  He  delighted  to  take  pictures  of  the  people 
in  the  yard  of  the  old  hostelry.  It  did  not  matter 
who  came  when  he  had  his  camera  handy,  he  took  them 
without  charge,  and  was  so  jolly  and  jocular  over  it 
that  he  became  the  most  popular  man  in  the  place. 

The  country  round  about  was  one  of  the  best-stocked 
game  preserves  in  the  county.  It  was  strictly  pre- 
served, the  “ Duke”  being  a most  exacting  man  in  the 
matter  of  his  coverts.  Curiously  enough,  despite 
vigilant  watching  by  an  army  of  keepers  and  under- 
keepers, poaching  had  been  extensively  carried  on.  It 
was  known  that  large  quantities  of  game  were  captured, 
but  no  trace  of  it  could  be  found.  All  the  roads  were 
carefully  watched,  and  every  avenue  by  which  the  con- 
traband goods  could  be  sent  away  kept  under  surveil- 
lance ; but  no  one  could  get  any  information. 

Amongst  the  customers  at  the  hotel  were  several  men 
who  looked  like  farm  labourers  or  team  drivers.  They 
occasionally  brought  trusses  of  hay  or  straw  to  the  inn, 
and  these  were  stowed  away  in  the  lefts.  One  or  two  of 
the  keepers,  too,  might  often  be  seen  having  a chat  with 
the  landlord  during  the  evening.  One  of  the  most 
regular  customers  at  the  hotel  was  a commercial 
traveller  who  had  a number  of  those  huge  leather  cases 
which  are  the  terror  of  railway  porters,  especially  when 
the  proprietor  of  tho  said  cases  is  in  the  ironmongery  or 
crockery  line,  and  his  samples  are  bulky.  The  jovial 
fisherman  struck  up  quite  a keen  friendship  for  this 
man,  who  had  samples  of  fancy  goods,  with  which  he 
used  to  delight  the  people  staying  in  the  place.  The 
jolly  angler  photographed  him  and  his  cases,  and  he 
photographed  the  labourers  with  their  bundles  of  hay 
and  straw.  In  fact  he  was  so  obliging  he  photographed 
the  gamekeepers  and  the  landlord,  and  tho  barmaid, 
and  the  cook. 

One  day,  when  the  commercial  traveller  was  getting  up 
into  the  cart  to  be  driven  away  to  the  railway  station 
with  his  packets  and  cases,  two  policemen  strolled  into 
the  place  and  spoke  to  him.  They  said  they  wanted  to 
examine  his  luggage  before  he  went  away.  The 
traveller  seemed  greatly  surprised  and  indignant.  Ho 
protested,  but  it  was  of  no  avail.  The  police  opened 
the  cases,  and  to  everyone’s  surprise  they  contained, 
not  samples  of  ironmongery  or  fancy  goods,  but  samples 
of  every  kind  of  game  grown  on  the  estate.  They 
carefully  unloaded  these,  and  told  the  traveller  that  his 
presence  would  be  required  elsewhere.  The  landlord  was 
horrified  and  shocked  that  his  house  had  been  used  by 
a man  of  such  low  moral  standard.  Then  the  police, 


strangely  enough,  wont  into  tho  lofts  and  examined  tho 
bundles  of  hay  and  straw.  From  the  centres  of  these 
they  hauled  out  hares  and  rabbits  and  various  winged 
game.  By  the  time  they  came  back  the  place  was  clear, 
not  a labourer  or  a keeper  could  be  found.  Tho  amateur 
photographer  left  that  night,  and  ho  left  behind  him  a 
choice  collection  of  photographs,  which  were  duly 
handed  to  the  duke.  They  were  those  of  his  bead 
keeper  and  several  under-trappers.  The  Jolly  Angler 
was  a cute  detective  from  London,  who  had  been 
specially  put  on  the  job  by  the  proprietor  of  the  estate. 
The  keepers  who  split  one  on  the  other  when  confronted 
with  their  photographs,  were  imprisoned.  No  actual 
evidence  could  be  brought  against  the  landlord,  but  ho 
left  in  a month’s  time,  and  the  place  is  now  closed  as  a 
licensed  house. 

Any  amateur  photographer  going  into  that  district 
was  not  a welcome  guest  afterwards. — Alfred 
Allison,  in  Man  of  the  World. 


HOW  HE  WON  THE  WAGER. 

Everywhere  within  a radius  of  200  miles  of  Chicago 
where  there  is  good  fishing  or  shooting  to  be  found, 
there  one  may  be  sure  Charlie  Felton  is  known — if  not 
personally,  then  by  reputation.  The  ex-superintendent 
of  the  bridewell  is  a lover  of  outdoor  sports,  and  when 
the  prairie  chickens  and  deer  were  more  plentiful  in  the 
north-west,  he  probably  tramped  over  a greater  part  of 
Wisconsin  on  his  shooting  expeditions.  He  never 
enjoyed  himself  either  unless  he  was  in  a contest  with 
someone.  He  was  a crack  shot,  and,  he  thought,  about 
the  best  in  the  west.  He  loved  to  go  into  the  woods 
with  another  hunter  and  wager  that  he  would  come  out 
at  a certain  time  with  more  game  than  his  opponent. 
In  most  cases,  too,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  he  won. 

In  later  years  he  has  taken  more  to  fishing  and  the 
gambling  spirit  still  manifests  itself.  It  is  due  to  this 
that  a good  story  is  told  of  how  he  met  his  match  out  at 
Fox  Lake  a few  weeks  ago.  There  was  a French  count 
named  Rougy  stopping  at  the  resort  who  had  a great 
fancy  for  fishing,  but  who  was  not  proficient  in  the  “ art  ” 
as  Felton  was  prone  to  call  the  game.  The  Count  picked 
up  many  hints  about  the  ways  in  which  different  kinds 
of  fish  Should  be  caught,  and  one  day  Felton  invited  the 
Count  to  accompany  him  on  a trip.  He  felt  sorry  for 
Rougy  and  as  he  had  developed  a liking  for  the  French- 
man thought  it  might  be  the  proper  thing  to  teach  him 
a few  things  about  trout,  bass,  and  pickerel. 

The  Count  accepted  the  kind  offer  and  they  started 
early  with  a good  supply  of  luncheon  and  grasshoppers. 
Felton  knew  the  spot  where  the  best  and  biggest  trout 
were  to  be  found.  When  the  stream  was  reached 
Charley  showed  the  foreigner  how  to  bait  his  hook, 
handle  his  reel,  and  other  little  preliminaries.  Felton 
got  ready  and  dropped  his  hook  in  a promising  spot, 
bidding  the  Count  to  cast  in  the  same  place.  It  was  but 
a minute  when  Count  Rougy  had  a strike. 

“ Pull  ! ” yelled  Felton.  And  pull  he  did,  landing  a fine 
trout.  Into  the  same  spot  went  the  Count’s  hook  only 
to  pull  out  another  trout.  And  a third  one  was  drawn, 
and  no  sign  of  a bite  for  Felton.  Charlie  began  to  get 
uneasy  and  moved  to  another  “ trout  hole,”  the  Count 
drifting  along.  The  performance  was  repeated,  and 
when  Felton  looked  up  at  the  Frenchman  he  saw  his 
face  full  of  smiles.  This  was  too  much. 

“ Good  luck  you’re  having,”  said  Felton,  rather 
crustily. 

“Very  fine,”  returned  the  man  from  across  the  pond. 
“ I think  I am  a groat  success.  I catch  many  fish,  yet 
you  catch  not  one.” 

This  was  going  a little  too  far. 

“ I’ll  bet  you  a bottle  of  champagne  I’ll  catch  more 
trout  in  three  hours  than  you  ! ” exclaimed  Felton,  now 
thoroughly  riled. 

“ I take  the  wager,”  answered  Rougy. 

They  divided  the  “ bugs  ” and  Felton  started  oil  up 
stream.  In  throe  hours  they  met  at  the  appointed  place. 

“How  many  have  you?”  inquired  the  foreigner. 

“Twenty-nine,”  was  the  answer.  “I  really  had 
thirty,  but  one  fell  into  the  water  as  I was  putting  it  in 
the  basket.” 

The  Frenchman  smiled. 

“Then  I win,”  he  said.  “ I have  forty-three.’ 

“ Um  ! ” said  Felton,  and  as  ho  started  off  towards 
the  hotel  Rougy  heard  him  murybling  about  “ French 
luck  ” and  “ greenhorns.” 

Felton  paid  the  bet  and  kept  perfectly  quiet,  and  it 
was  not  until  told  by  a clerk  in  an  insurance  office  in 
the  Hartford  building  that  he  learned  the  true  cause  of 
his  defeat.  Count  Rougy  had  bought  twenty-three  of 
bis  trout  from  the  insurance  clerk  and  a friend. — Detroit 
Free  Press. 


The  “Garden  Oracle.” — Amongst  old  favourites 
in  the  horticultural  world  is  the  “ Garden  Oracle,’’  the 
thirty-seventh  annual  issue  of  which  is  in  course  of 
preparation.  Founded  by  the  late  Shirley  Hibberd,  editor 
of  the  Gardeners’  Magazine,  and  conducted  by  him 
until  his  death,  next  year’s  edition  is  now  being  com- 
piled by  his  successor  in  the  editorial  chair.  Con- 
siderable'additions  to  the  work  are  announced,  which  is 
designed  as  a vade-mecum  for  the  amateur  and  pro- 
fessional horticulturist ; a series  of  practical  papers 
upon  “The  Garden:  How  to  Make,  Keep,  and  Enjoy 
It,”  forming  a prominent  feature  in  the  forthcoming 
issue,  The  list  of  public  parks  and  gardens  of  the 
horticultural  societies  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
botanical  gardens  at  home  and  abroad  are  valuable 
sections  in  this  annual,  which  is  also  well  stored  with 
practical  advice  for  reference  purposes, 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


B.  W.,  Hull. — You  have  not  given  your  add  rote. 
Head  the  article  carefully,  and  you  will  boo  that  para- 
graph 2 is  tpiito  distinct  from  paragraph  1.  It  describes 
another  method  of  using  the  slider  float.  You  have 
mixed  up  tho  two  methods  us  yon  will  soo  and  admit,  wo 
think.  'I  ho  words  “ as  described  above”  should  have 
been  omitted. 

W . B.  Tho  fish  you  sent  for  inspection  is  undoubtedly 
a <5 hub. 

K.  Tomkins.  Buislip  Reservoir  can  only  be  fished  by 
ticket — ton  guineas  annually  (all  fish). 


Coraspuntonce 

[ We  ilo  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

THE  26lb.  LAKE  BELVEDERE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sirt, — In  answer  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  inquiry 
about  tho  201b.  2oz.  trout  caught  in  Belvedere  Lako,  I 
beg  to  stato  that  I saw  the  fish  sot  up  at  Williams’s  in 
Dano-streot,  Dublin,  about  two  months  ago.  I think  it 
was  caught  with  a spoon,  not  a minnow.  It  is  a beauti- 
ful fish,  having  a very  small  head,  and  its  depth  is  quite 
out  of  proportion  to  its  length,  in  fact  it  is  almost  as 
deep  in  proportion  as  a roach,  but  is  more  hog-baekod. 
— I am,  sir,  yours  truly,  _____  W.  Edmonds. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Tod’s  letter  with  refer- 
ence to  the  large  trout  caught  last  summer  in  Belvedere, 


near  Mulligan,  I can  verify  tho  faot  of  its  existence,  as 
I saw  it  in  Dublin  about  one  month  ago.  It  was  the 
most  wonderful  fish  I ever  Haw,  very  short,  but,  of 
surprising  depth,  and  must,  when  caught,  have  been  in 
grand  condition. 

Tho  fortunate  captor,  I believe,  was  quite  a poor 
man,  who  was  trailing  a Hinall  spoon  for  pike,  and  tho 
fish  would  in  all  probability  not  have  been  preserved  at 
all  had  it  not  been  seen  and  purchased  by  Mr.  Thomas, 
tho  secretary  of  tho  Westmeath  Preservation  Society, 
who  happened  to  bo  there  at  the  time  of  capture. 

What  condition  this  fish  must  have  been  in!  as  I 
remember  on  Aug.  1,  1802,  being  on  Lough  Conn,  with  a 
friend  of  mine,  who  killed,  with  a phantom  minnow,  a 
trout  2ft.  Oin.  in  length,  which  only  weighed  7J, lb.,  and 
again,  the  satno  season,  I got  a trout  of  2ft.  4in.  on  a 
spoon  Gin.  long,  which  only  just  turned  tho  scale  at  Mb. 

How  is  it  that  so  many  of  these  large  lake  fish  seem 
never  in  condition  at  any  time? — Yours,  &c., 

P.  Phayre  Lock. 

Sir, — Under  tho  above  heading  in  Fishing  Gazette  of 
3rd  inst,,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  asks  for  farther  information 
concerning  a 201b.  2oz.  trout  taken  by  Mr.  Wm.  Moares 
in  Lako  Belvidero  during  the  past  season,  and  recently 
referred  to  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Field  of  July  21  last 
will  answer  Mr.  Tod’s  query.  “ Large  Irish  Trout. — 
The  largest  trout  ever  known  to  have  been  taken  in  the 
Westmeath  Lakes  was  caught  in  the  early  part  of  the 
week  (July  15)  by  Mr.  Willie  Meares,  of  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  Pish  Preservation  Society.  Immediately  after 
its  capture  Mr.  Meares  rowed  ashore  with  his  prize, 


and  tho  weight  and  dimensions  were  at  once  accurately 
taken  by  Mr.  O.  A.  It.  Wade,  of  Belvedere  Lodge.  They 
were  as  follows  • Weight,  261b.  2oz.  ; length,  34]  in.  ; 
middle  girth,  2*jjin.;  lower  girth,  20in.  ; tail  girth,  Din.  ; 
width  of  tail,  lOJin.  ; depth  of  body,  12in.  ; thickness, 
5jin.  The  trout  was  in  the  most  perfect  condition,  and 
was  hooked  in  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvedere  upon  an 
ordinary  spoon  bait,  and  was  landed  after  a struggle  of 
about  twenty  minutes  duration.  Tho  trout  will  be  set 
up  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Dublin.” 

A photograph  of  this  splendid  specimen  was  given  in 
Land  and  Water  of  July  28,  and,  if  I remember  rightly, 
of  its  fortunate  captor,  with  the  fish,  in  Fishing  Gazette 
about  tho  same  time. — I am,  sir,  yours,  Ac.,  Giant. 

Dear  Sir, — Tn  reply  to  your  correspondent,  E.  M. 
Tod,  relative  to  “ big  fish,”  who  asks,  “ if  anyone  can  give 
any  further  information  concerning  a large  trout  taken 
during  the  past  season,”  I am  glad  to  be  in  a position  to 
give  the  fullest  account  of  this  monster  trout,  and 
further  will  bo  very  much  pleased  to  show  the  fish  to 
E.  M.  Tod,  or  to  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
mav  come  this  way. 

This  immense  trout  is  now  my  property,  having  been 
artistically  set-up  for  ms  by  the  eminent  taxidermists 
of  Dublin.  Messrs.  Williams  and  Son.  It  was  caught 
on  July  15  last,  in  Lough  Ennell,  or  Belvedere  Lake, 
Westmeath,  off  the  blind  island,  and  quite  convenient 
to  Tudenham  Park  demesne,  but  in  deep  water. 

The  fortunate  angler  was  Mr.  Willie  Meares,  of  Mul- 
lingar, member  of  the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preser- 
vation Society,  who  was  fishing  with  rod  and  line  and 
spoon  bait.  The  trout  was  in  the  most  superb  condition, 


GUIDE  TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Amp  thill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  AND  W.  H.  Poster. 

Beccles — R.  Tilney  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  M.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Belfast. — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  24,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-square. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland— W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  GREGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire. — J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff.  — E.  Richardson,  “ Silver  Pish,” 
Bridge-street. 

W illiam  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Ca3tle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe.— Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derbv — T.  Simpson,  50,  Carrmgton-st. 

Dublin. — C.  Weekks  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 


Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — W.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraee. 

Fairford.  Glo». — Samuel  Burge. 
Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 
Great  Yarmouth—  E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  A.  C.,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22i,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — j-  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 
Killarney. — T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 
Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.— S.  Perrott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  E.S.C.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 
Leamington  Spa— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commeroial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester — R-  Elude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn.  Yorks. — J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick.— A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 
Liverpool.  — W.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-stroet. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-etreet. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London.— S.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria- street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgwaro-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 


L Ondon — Continued. 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 

E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

HoLROYDBROs.,59,Gracechnrch-st.,E.C. 
G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 
Military  Equipment  Stores  & Tor- 
toise Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  61,  Pall  Mall 
C.  E.  Moon,  116,  Lower  Kennington- 
lane,  S.E. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 
402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

T.  H.  Sowerbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston- square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 

Macclesfield. — j.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  — B.  Pearce,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-plaoe. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on- Tyne. — J-  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Tho8.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

Newtown,  N.Wales—  Fred.W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.  — Guo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-st. 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 

Nottingham. — s.  Dales,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Snssex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-atreet. 
J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Snssex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Snssex-street. 

Oakham. — j.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-Bt. 
Oxford.  — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehonse. 

Reading. — j-  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade.  

Redditch. — S.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.]  

Richmond  - on  - Thames — Gaynor  & 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorka. — Chas.  Spencer, 
Finkle-street. 

Rothhury  — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBT. 

Scarborough. — s.  M.  Patrick,  5, North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 
Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford- — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston, — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Tcrrington,  N.  Devon.— J • D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe -street  North. 

Wolverhampton. — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot, 
. Davy- gate. 
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but  was  easily  landed  owing’  to,  I think,  its  great  weight, 
the  process  of  landing,  &c.,  only  occupying  about  twenty 
minutes. 

Happening  to  be  enjoying  a stroll  along  the  charming 
shore  of  the  lake  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  in  ques- 
tion with  my  friend,  Mr.  A.  J.  Larke.  of  Glasgow,  who 
who  is  also  a member  of  the  W.  L.  F.  P.  Society,  we 
were  fortunate  enough  to  come  to  the  spot  where  Mr. 
Meares  had  just  landed  with  his  magnificent  prize. 
Anglers  will  readily  understand  that  we  were  positively 
astounded  by  the  appearance  and  proportions  of  this 
truly  grand  Belvedere  Lake  trout,  the  weight  and 
dimensions  of  which  were  immediately  taken  by 
Gust.  A.  R.  Wade,  Esq.,  J.P.,of  Belvedere  Lodge,  near, 
and  subsequently  checked  by  me,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Length,  34jin. ; middle  girth,  28fin.  ; near  tail,  20in.  ; 
at  tail,  9in. ; width  of  tail,  lOJin.  ; diameter,  12in.  ; 
weight,  261b.  2oz. 

The  capture  of  this  fish  created  an  immense  amount  of 
interest,  and  Mr.  Meares,  upon  his  arrival  in  Mullingar, 
received  quite  an  ovation.  Crowds  of  people  came  to 
his  residence  to  inspect  it,  and  it  was  fully  12  o’clock 
midnight  before  anglers  and  others  ceased  calling.  The 
same  interest  was  manifested  next  day  fully  up  to  the 
moment  when  the  trout  was  forwarded  to  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Son’s  for  setting-up.  The  fish  proved  to  be 
a male,  it  has  a very  small  head  in  proportion  to  its 
body,  and  had  no  food  whatever  in  its  interior  beyond  a 
little  mucous  matter  in  the  stomach.  After  the  skin 
was  removed  the  body  was  carefully  returned  and  proved 
to  be  excellent  eating,  and  cutting  as  pink  as  any  salmon. 

I shall  be  very  happy  to  answer  any  questions  relative 
to  this  noble  specimen,  and,  as  I already  said,  will  be 
delighted  to  show  it  to  any  of  your  readers  who  may 
favour  me  with  a call. 

I may  mention  that  Mr.  Meares  has  obtained  “ the 
guinea  prize  ” from  Answers  for  the  largest  trout  taken 
during  the  past  season. 

I would  be  glad  to  know  how  I am  to  record  the  weight  of 
this  Belvedere  giant,  and  to  verify  same  so  as  to  prevent 
any  unseemly  and  un-Waltonlike  squabbling  over  it  here- 
after, as  seems  to  be  the  case  now  over  big  pike  by  those 
doughty  champions  of  the  rod  and  reel,  Messrs.  Sachs 
and  Jardine.  I am  thinking  of  sending  over  a 50  or  60 
pounder  some  time  from  the  Westmeath  Lakes  (though 
it  is  just  hard  to  get  them  at  the  precise  moment  you 
want  them)  in  order  to  relegate  these  undersized  ones 
they  are  quarrelling  about  to  oblivion.  Last  winter  I 
saw  three  trout— 141b.,  161b.,  and  17ilb.  weight— dead  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Owel,  they  were  blown  in  off  the 
shallows  with  others  during  a terrific  storm. — Yours 
truly,  W.  J.  Thomas, 

Hon.  Sec.  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preservation  Society. 


LARGE  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  I have 
seen  the  fish  he  enquires  about.  It  was  caught  in  Lough 
Ennell,  near  Mullingar,  with  a spoon.  Weight,  261b. 
2oz. ; length,  35Jin. ; depth,  lOJin.  It  was  a common 
brown  trout,  with  a very  small  head,  and  was  rather 
easily  killed. — Yours  truly, 

Co.  Meath,  Ireland.  _____  T.  Rothwet.l. 

LARGE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  last  week’s  correspondent  is  the 
same  Charles  S.  Patterson  who  in  his  letter  of  Oct.  20 
tacked  on  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.  to  his  signature,  and  says  : 
“ he  has  had  the  curiosity  to  examine  the  records  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  for  1879  ” for  my  pike,  it  is  a pity 
his  anxiety  did  not  induce  him  to  do  so  for  1877,  for 
then  his  inquisitiveness  might  just  possibly  have  been 
gratified.  If  he  cannot  get  at  their  books  for  that  year, 
1 do  not  mind  informing  him  that  I hold  the  Piscatorial 
Society’s  late  secretary  (Mr.  J.  L.  Lander’s)  vouchers 
for  the  weights  of  my  two  largest  pike  ; but,  as  Mr. 
C.  S.  Patterson  is  a stranger  to  me  I cannot  waste  more 
time  in  replying  to  his  obtrusive  questions. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


BULL  VERSUS  SEA  TROUT. 

Sir, — The  straightforward  confession  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod 
in  the  opening  sentences  upon  the  above  subject  in  last 
week’s  F.  G.  bear  repeating  in  many  respects.  They  are  as 
follows:  “ Amidst  all  the  confusion  one  thing  appears 
pretty  clear,  namely,  that  the  bulltrout  and  the  sea  trout, 
though  different  of  species,  are  so  alike  in  outward 
appearance,  and  each  in  its  own  species  is  subject  to 
so  many  minor  differences  of  colour,  shape,  and  so  forth, 
that  till  the  fish  are  both  boiled,  or  the  earbones  dis- 
sected out,  neither  scientist  nor  practical  fisherman  is 
able  to  pronounce  with  absolute  certainty  the  exact 
species  of  the  two  closely-allied  fish  which  differ  so  widely 
in  flesh,”  and  “that  each  of  these  fishes  go  by  many 
and  different  local  names ; indeed,  the  more  one  reads 
the  more  bewildering  does  it  all  seem,  for  even  men  of 
science  are  so  far  from  agreed  that  the  perusal  of  their 
works  ‘ only  makes  confusion  more  confounded  ’ instead  of 
settling  the  matter.” 

In  my  first  letter  upon  the  above  subject,  in  which  I 
am  deeply  interested,  I stated  that  I could  not  see  my 
way  quite  clear  to  answer  in  the  way  in  which  I wished. 
The  old  old  story  of  foraging  up  all  the  old  “ anatomical 
distinctions”  of  various  writers,  which,  if  anyone  would 
take  the  trouble  to  collect  the  whole  of  them  and  see  how 
they  disagree,  would  be  exceedingly  puzzled  to  selectthe 
best  upon  the  subject  of  “ Bull  versus  Sea  Trout.”  But 
as  long  as  your  esteemed  correspondent,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod, 
has  any  questions  to  ask,  I will  endeavour  my  very  best 
to  answer.  Independent  of  opinions,  my  suggestion  to 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  was  simply  an  idea.  The  otoliths.  Mr. 
E.  M.  Tod  states  in  this  week’s  F.  G.,  “ apparently  a few 
practical  differences  appear  worthy  of  special  note,” 
and  asks  some  six  or  seven  questions,  such  as  : 


1st.  “The  migratory  habits  of  both  fish.”  This 
would  occupy  considerable  space  in  your  valuable  paper. 
The  sea  trout,  being  the  better  known,  I shall  not  touch, 
but  will  endeavour  to  show  that  of  the  bull  trout. 

The  bull  trout  is  decidedly  a great  wanderer  from  his 
native  river.  Every  year  large  numbers  of  bull  trout 
are  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yarmouth.  The 
fishermen  begin  to  take  those  trout  in  the  middle  of 
April,  and  go  on  catching  them  till  the  latter  part  of  July 
or  the  beginning  of  August.  The  fishermen  catch  these 
not  out  at  sea,  but  near  the  shore,  namely,  from  30  to 
150  yards  from  the  beach.  These  trout  exist  more  or 
less  in  abundance  along  the  whole  coast  of  Norfolk. 
They  are  caught  at  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Wells,  and 
Lynn.  These  trout  are  migrating  southwards.  Their 
object  without  doubt  is  food,  especially  sand  eels  and 
fry  of  sea  fish,  which  are  found  in  abundance  on  the 
sands  of  the  coast  of  Norfolk.  Where  they  come  from  it 
is  difficult  to  say  for  certain,  and  there  are  no  good 
spawning  grounds  on  account  of  flatness  of  the  country. 
These  bull  trout  must  come  from  some  river  flowing  into 
the  German  Ocean  to  the  north  of  Yarmouth.  These  rivers 
going  northward  are  first  of  all  the  set  of  Yorkshire  rivers, 
emptying  themselves  into  the  Humber,  then  the  Esk, 
the  Tees,  the  Wear,  the  Tyne,  the  Coquet,  the  Tweed, 
and  Forth.  Bull  trout  are  found  in  all  these  rivers,  but 
more  especially  the  Tees,  Wear,  Coquet,  and  Tweed, 
and  the  bull  trout  caught  on  the  Norfolk  coast  are  bred 
in  one  or  the  other  of  these  rivers.  These  remarks  are 
from  Mr.  F.  Buckland’s  official  report.  The  bull  trout 
are  found  in  numerous  other  rivers  besides  those  above 
named. 

Question  2. — Other  habits. 

When  both  salmon  and  bull  trout  ascend  a river  where 
a weir  is  built  across,  arriving  simultaneously  both 
species  equally  endeavour  to  ascend,  and  if  there  was  no 
weir  both  would  equally  ascend.  The  bull  trout  being 
the  stronger  animal  of  the  two,  and  there  happens  to  be 
a weir,  a pair  of  salmon  and  a pair  of  bull  trout  arrive 
at  the  weir  at  the  same  time,  the  bull  trout  by  their 
superior  strength  get  over  the  weir,  the  salmon  remain- 
ing behind.  This  operation  is  repeated  time  after  time, 
the  consequence  is  the  bull  trout  arrive  first  at  the  best 
spawning  places  and  deposit  their  ova,  while  the  salmou 
remains  miles  avvay  down  the  river,  and  possibly  do  not 
get  over  the  weir  at  all.  Bull  trout  are  very  fond  of 
salmon  ova,  consuming  an  enormous  amount. 

Question  3,  4,  5. — Report  next  week. 

Question  6. — Referred  to  inF.  G.,  Nov.  3. 

Question  7. — See  F.  G.  Nov.  3. 

Mr.  Wheldon’s  contribution,  in  last  week’s  F.  G.,  I 
am  sure  must  please  all  those  who  have  read  it  and  are 
interested  in  the  controversy  on  Bull  v.  Sea  Trout.  Mr. 
Wheldon  states  that  the  “ mouth  of  bull  trout  has  a 
double  jaw,  outside  one  fairly  thick  with  teeth ; inner 
jaw  rough,  like  a rasp,  as  if  a provision  of  Nature  to 
crush  cockles,  mussels,  &c.,  amongst  rocks  on  coast.” 

Now  this  is  exactly  what  we  wish  to  arrive  at,  some 
definite  mode  of  distinguishing  between  the  fish  “ sea 
trout”  and  “bull  trout”  without  having  to  macerate 
for  “otoliths”  or  carry  a kettle  to  boil  the  fish  and 
taste  them  upon  the  spot  (gudgeon  are  exceedingly  good 
cooked,  directly  they  are  caught).  Mr.  Wheldon  states 
that  he  ha9  fished  the  same  water  as  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in 
August,  1860,  and  there  were  some  undoubted  Salmo 
erox  killed  then.  Would  Mr.  Wheldon  kindly  tell  us 
whether  he  examined  the  mouths  of  these  fish,  if  not, 
perhaps  at  some  earlier  period  or  later  may  have 
done  so,  and  found  the  mouths  of  bull  trout  as 
above  stated  with  a double  jaw ; if  so,  that  would 
settle  all  further  enquiries,  and  the  matter  would 
need  no  farther  comment,  and  anglers  would  go 
forth  rejoicing  P By  the  way,  is  the  above  communica- 
tion of  Mr.  Wheldon’s  of  his  dictation,  or  copied  from 
“ Yarrell  ?”  I have  not  a copy  of  “ Yarrell  ” to  refer  to. 
Why  I ask  is  simply  this  : Where  are  the  scientists  that 
have  been  quoted  of  past  and  present  times  ? I must 
admit  that  I have  never  seen  or  looked  into  a bull 
trout’s  mouth,  because  I always  thought  that  teeth 
in  all  kinds  of  Salmonidai,  Salmo  salar  especially, 
were  not  of  the  slightest  help  in  diagnosis  of  species. 
Neither  the  jaw  teeth,  vomer  teeth,  teeth  upon  tongue, 
or  throat  teeth,  have  as  yet,  that  I am  aware  of,  been  of 
any  service.  I have  known  salmon  when  you  could 
feel  actually  no  teeth  anywhere  in  the  mouth,  some  only 
on  the  tongue  in  small  numbers ; other  tongues  with 
great  numbers  ; vomers  the  same,  and  throat  the  same, 
causing  much  inconvenience  to  the  students. 

Mr.  Wheldon  also  states  that  “mouth  of  salmon, 
thinly  set  with  teeth ; mouth  of  salmon  trout,  thinly  set 
with  teeth  ; mouth  of  bull  trout,  outer  jaw,  fairly  thick 
with  teeth.”  Would  Mr.  Wheldon  kindly  state  when 
the  mouths  of  the  above-named  can  be  seen  as  above 
described. — Yours,  &c. 

Reading.  Frank  Gosden. 

Sir, — One  last  word  from  me  on  this  question,  to 
thank  Mr.  Wheldon  for  his  valuable  letter.  First,  I 
may  answer  him  that,  so  long  back  as  1857,  I cannot  be 
sure  of  the  colour  of  that  121b.  bull  trout  (?)  ; but  it  was 
not  dark  or  discoloured,  and  was  a shapely  fish, 
decidedly  not  a Salmo  salar , but  either  a Salmo  eriox  or 
trutta. 

I think  his  practical  experience  is  of  distinct  value 
when  he  draws  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  ho  has 
often  seen  several  pairs  of  both  sorts  spawning  within  a 
yard  of  each  other  in  rapid  water,  where  the  milt  is  sure 
to  be  mixed,  and  adds  these  words  (which  indeed  are 
apparently  the  obvious  result) : “ Crossed  fish  are  much 
more  plentiful  than  most  people  think.” 

If  this  is  so,  and  I do  not  see  how  it  can  well  be  other- 
wise, where  the  milt  of  the  male  is  shed  over  the  spawn 
of  another  species,  if  it  impregnates  the  ova  equally 


well  with  the  milt  from  the  male  of  its  own  species,  the 
wonder  is  that  wo  do  not  see  more  of  the  effects  of  this 
crossing. 

In  my  younger  days  I spent  two  years  within  throe 
miles  of  Peebles  “learning  farming”  (?),  and  it  was 
quite  a common  thing  for  the  bull  trout  (as  I prosumo 
they  were,  and  not  sea  trout)  to  come  up  the  mill  burn 
to  spawn.  I was  not  yet  out  of  my  teens,  but  I was  a 
very  keen  fisher,  with  (ahem  !)  a dash  of  the  poaching 
element,  and  I once  remember  getting  up  a party  of  the 
farm  servants,  and  sallying  forth  with  lanterns  and 
pitchforks,  and  making  night  hideous  as  we  dashed 
“ doon  the  burn  Davil  ” after  some  wretched  bull 
trout  which  bolted  as  we  approached.  Again,  on 
the  moor  where  the  burn  was  simply  an  open  sheep  drain 
(a  foot  wide  or  so)  scooped  out  by  the  water,  I have  seen 
their  “ redds,”  yes,  and  I have  disturbed  the  fish  upon 
them.  Now,  as  the  burn  trout  and  the  bull  trout 
necessarily  spawn  together  frequently  in  such  extremely 
close  quarters,  how  is  it  that  we  don’t  find  this  cross-bred 
fish  (eriox  and  fario)  more  en  evidence  ? Besides,  if  the 
milt  of  any  one  of  the  Salmonidos  can  and  does  render 
fruitful  the  ova  of  any  other  member  of  that  family — 
should  scientists  not  be  continually  finding  evidence  of 
this  crossing — the  signs  of  intermarrying,  as  it  were,  of 
S.  salar,  eriox,  trutta,  fario,  fontinalis,  &o.  ? 

Or,  does  this  crossing  only  affect  fishes  of  nearly  allied 
types,  such  as  S.  eriox  and  S.  trutta? 

In  fact,  may  we  not  trace  the  eriox  itself  to  some 
distant  crossing  of  S.  salar  with  S.  fario , or  perhaps  with 
S.  trutta. 

Where  this  crossing  began  it  is  hard  to  say — equally 
so  where  it  will  end.  Its  possibilities  are  enough  to 
make  the  ichthyologist  jump  upon  his  hat ! It  reminds 
me  of  the  quaint  saying  of  an  eminent  London  surgeon 
when  discussing  the  prognosis  of  some  complicated  and 
grave  cases  with  some  younger  men — students  of  the 
hospital.  “ Yes,”  he  said,  “ the  possibilities  are  alarm- 
ing, but  the  probabilities  are  charming  ! ” 

A friend  writes  to  me  and  asks  what  Mr.  Wheldon 
means  by  speaking  of  the  mouth  of  the  bull  trout  as 
“a  double  jaw,”  &c.,  asks,  does  he  mean  a double 
mandible,  or  what  does  he  mean  to  convey  ? “Outside 
one  fairly  thick  with  teeth,  inner  jaw  rough  like  a 
rasp,”  &c.  I think  a little  explanation  would  be 
advisable  here,  I confess. 

It  is  enough  for  all  practical  purposes,  perhaps,  that 
we  have  the  crosses  of  the  various  Salmonidce  to 
bother  and  perplex  us  ; but,  my  dear  brother  fishermen, 
if  these  cross-bred  fishes  go  on  crossing  with  other  cross- 
bred ones,  is  it  surprising  if  the  result  is  bewilderment  P 
No  wonder  if  the  bull  trout  has  a double  jaw.  Perhaps, 
in  the  far  future,  he  will  develop  a head  like  a shark, 
and  gobble  up  the  rest  of  the  Salmonidai ! With  his 
“ pikey  ” look,  and  a jaw  like  that  of  his  namesake,  it 
would  seem  as  if,  in  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  he  would 
“ sweep  the  seas”  and  “ turn  the  rivers  into  blood.”  Alas 
poor  “ Salar  l ” doomed  to  fall  a prey  to  the  B.B.T.— 
I am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

AUTUMN  ANGLING  ON  THE  BANN. 

Sir, — In  paragraph  eight  of  the  copy  of  the  Memorial 
sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  appended 
to  the  article  on  above  subject  that  appeared  in  your 
issue  of  the  3rd  inst.,  it  is  stated,  “ That  the  salmon 
taken  by  rod  and  line  from  the  Bann  in  October  are  all 
in  excellent  condition,  clean,  and  fit  for  human  food.” 

In  the  ten  seasons  from  1883  to  1892,  both  inclusive, 
I killed  in  the  Lower  Bann,  with  rods  and  lines,  and 
hooks,  during  the  months  of  October,  179  salmon ; of 
these  eleven  (11)  only  were  “ fresh-run,”  according  to 
my  note-book,  and  I take  it  that  clean  and  fresh-rua  in 
this  instance  are  synonymous  terms. 

Whether  the  other  168  fish,  not  being  fresh-run,  were 
in  “ excellent  condition,”  I leave  to  the  judgment  of 
those  to  whose  careful  consideration  Mr.  Gedney  com- 
mends the  Memorial. 

As  to  their  being  “fit  for  human  food,”  I can  only 
say  I did  not  eat  them,  but  many  of  those  to  whom  I 
gave  them  assured  me  “ that  they  were  vary  guid,  an 
they  seem  no  differ  in  the  atin  betwixt  they  an  a fush 
got  in  the  month  of  June,”  and  from  such  high  epicurean 
authority  it  is  not  for  me  to  dissent.  Trusting  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  will  also  carefully 
consider  these  facts. — lam,  &c.,  F.  M.  Leslie. 


FISHING  AT  BAD  BOLL. 

Sir, — There  has  been  much  correspondence  in  your 
paper  about  Bad  Boll.  “A  Disappointed  Angler  ” and 
some  others  running  it  down,  Sir  R.  Price  and  others 
running  it  up.  These  latter  may  be  supposed  to  be 
biassed,  being  shareholders  in  the  club.  May  I,  an  un- 
biassed witness,  not  a shareholder,  give  my  evidence. 
1 was  at  Bad  Boll  this  year,  and  fished  nearly  every  day 
for  a fortnight.  I generally  brought  home  between  one 
and  two  dozen  fish— trout  over  10in.,  two  or  three  a 
good  pound,  grayling  of  a larger  size,  one  weighing  2|lb. 
I visited  Achdorf.  First  day,  a basket  of  151b.  and  up- 
wards, mostly  trout.  Second  day,  I left  the  inn  at  1.30 
p.m.,  and  was  back  by  4 p.m. — two  trout  (one  a 
pounder)  and  seven  grayling  was  the  basket,  which 
weighed  111b.  Certainly  there  are  no  gravel  paths  by 
the  side  of  the  river,  but  I think  “ Disappointed 
Angler  ” rather  a poor  customer  if  he  could  not  travel 
over  the  ground  between  Wutach  Mill  and  Achdorf, 
travelled  by  Seventy-three. 

P.S. — At  my  age  I am  not  able  for  a long  day,  and 
generally  fished  about  three  miles  of  water  near  the  inn 
at  Bad  Boll. 

| We  think  it  is  time  this  corresp:ndenco  relating  to 
Bad  Boll  closed. — Ed.] 
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“ liUM BLKDOM." 

Dear  Sut  Our  skilful  guide  through  tbe  ub  cv  c 
onohanted  region  hiijh,  apropos  of  Rod  Tegs,  in  your 
pap  nr  of  Nov.  3,  “ I bolieve  (hat  tho  insect  or  ariiiiml 
whioh  tho  Reg  Tort  resembles  lmw  been  identified, 
though  I do  not  kiucv  what  it  is.” 

Hr.  Hamilton  thrown  possible  light,  on  tho  question  in 
his  “ River-side  Natliraliat,  ” (pp.  .‘!0(il,  where  ho  says, 
“ The  l’enoook-fly  of  Ronalds  is  tho  t.athohrium  quad’ 
rat  um  ; family,  Staphylinidiv.  Another  of  tbia  family, 
(hiporons  rvfus,  rod,  with  the  head  and  elytra  black, 
frequenting  hramblea  and  whitethorn  hushes — mnat  be 
often  blown  on  to  tho  water.  This  appeara  to  ua  to  bo 
tho  natural  simile  of  tho  Hod  Tag,  so  very  killing  in 
some  waters,  particularly  for  grayling.” 

This  seems  at  any  rato  a likely  conjecture.  One  thing 
iH  certain  Salmo  tliymallus  does  not,  show  tho  slightest 
tendency  (judging  by  recent  exporionoes),  to  reject,  tho 
indispensable  lied  Tag  pending  his  scientific  identifica- 
tion.—! am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

York,  R.  E.  Ricketts,  M.A. 


WORST, EY  CANAL  FISHERY. 

Sir, — Anything  emanating  from  the  pen  of  W.  Carter 
1’latts  ia  always  interesting  and  generally  amusing,  and 
his  letter  on  the  abovo  fishery  ia  no  exception.  Not  to 
trouble  your  readers  with  too  much  on  this  question  of 
our  fishery  and  its  doings.  I have  forwarded  to 
W.  Carter  Platts,  I think,  sufficient  proofs  of  our  bona 
fidea , and  shall  leavo  him  to  do  wbat  he  pleases  with 
tho  information.  When  we  first  took  possession  of  tho 
canal  wo  found  it  suffering  from  being  fished  all  the 
year  round  and  poached  disgracefully.  We  have  put  in 
25,000  stock  fish,  and  although  we  allow  rather  a lower 
standard  than  perhaps  many  would  approvo  of,  still  it  is 
sufficiently  prohibitive  until  our  fish  are  grown  bigger. 
The  board  consists  of  twelve  gentlemen,  who  have  each 
deposited  £5  to  promote  sport  for  working-men,  and  at 
the  present  moment  the  deficiency  of  income  to  meet 
expenses  is  .£40.  From  the  first  we  have  been  subject  to 
the  most  unscrupulous  opposition  from  “ delegates,” 
who  found  their  “ liberal  expenses”  and  “free  feeds” 
in  danger,  and  who  never  cease  to  attack  us  whenever 
the  opportunity  offers. 

I am  very  pleased  that  R.  Woolfall  is  one  of  our 
friends,  but  his  mistake  was  to  couple  the  name  of  our 
enterprise  with  the  necessity  for  a law  to  make  execu- 
tives reform  their  ways.  I contend  that  the  tenets  of 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  have  had  a good  effect 
in  the  Manchester  District,  and  have  stirred  up  slum- 
bering executives.  Our  challenge  shield,  toward  which, 
sir,  you  contributed,  has  tended  to  alter  the  character 
of  our  match  prizes,  and  the  copper  kettle  is  almost 
relegated  to  oblivion.  We  are  always  open  to  any  public 
criticisms  on  our  working,  but  do  not  like  any  other 
sort,  and  when  R.  Woolfall’s  hint  at  our  shortcomings 
came  to  my  notice  hidden  in  a club  report,  it  was  un- 
palatable. I am  pleased  to  hear  R.  Woolfall  bears  us 
no  ill  will,  but  on  the  contrary  sympathises  with  our 
efforts.  As  to  the  401b.  of  fish,  I respectfully  refer  R. 
Woolfall  to  correspondence  in  a contemporary  relating 
to  a match,  Liverpool  v.  St.  Helen’s,  but  with  which  I 
am  having  nothing  further  to  say. — I am,  sir,  yours 
truly,  _____  George  S.  Smeeth. 

SALMO  FARIO  IN  AMERICA. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I see  a note  in  the  last  F.  G.  I 
have  received  in  regard  to  large  Salmo  fario  (111b.  and 
10jj lb.)  taken  in  Caledonia  Creek,  New  York  State. 

These  trout  seem  to  flourish  in  all  the  streams  into 
which  they  have  been  introduced  in  this  country.  They 
lie  in  the  same  water,  take  the  same  flies,  and  have  all 
the  habits  of  our  own  fontinalis,  at  least  where  I know 
them.  The  greatest  difference  is  in  the  rate  of  growth. 
In  this  they  far  surpass  our  trout.  In  the  streams  I 
know  best  they  were  introduced  as  fry  in  1886,  and  I 
know  of  three  being  taken  the  past  season  over  51b.  in 
weight,  one  28in.,  weight  71b.  5oz.,  one  21in.,  51b.  loz., 
and  one  Gflb.,  length  unknown  to  me. 

Food,  particularly  minnows,  is  abundant  in  the 
streams  referred  to. 

There  is  a strong  prejudice  against  this  fish  among 
many  anglers  and  others.  They  call  them  “ Dutchmen,” 
claim  that  they  destroy  large  quantities  of  small  trout, 
won’t  take  a fly,  &c.,  &c.  Most  of  the  large  ones  taken 
have  been  snared  or  speared.  Of  course  they  are  shy, 
all  big  fish  in  well-fished  waters  are.  They  may  indulge 
in  cannabalism  now  and  then,  though  why  they  should 
in  streams  that  are  alive  with  other  small  fish,  I cannot 
say.  I will  say,  however,  that  the  presence  of  a few 
really  large  trout  in  my  favourite  river  added  great 
pleasure  to  my  usual  sport  last  summer.  Indeed,  with- 
out them  there  would  have  been  little  interest  in  it.  I 
took  a few  from  time  to  time,  and  succeeded  in  bringing 
to  the  fly  the  very  biggest  of  big  fish.  They  will  rise 
when  in  the  humour  to  feed  at  all,  and  I will  spin  a 
little  yarn  to  prove  it.  Please  remember  that  at  the 
time  I did  not  believe  that  there  was  a trout  in  the 
stream  that  would  weigh  more  than  21b.,  though  it  is 
large  and  I know  it  well.  It  was  early  in  August,  after 
one  of  the  very  few  small  freshets  we  were  favoured 
with  last  summer.  The  water  had  fallen  considerably 
and  was  perfectly  clear.  I was  working  up 
stream  in  company  with  a lady.  In  passing  the  lower 
portion  of  a very  large  pool  I caught  sieht  of  by  far  the 
largest  trout  I ever  saw  in  a stream.  He  was  lying  in 
6ft.  to  8ft.  of  water.  Above  it  deepened  to  15ft.  or 
more.  The  pool  is  broad  and  perhaps  200ft.  in  length. 
My  companion  placed  herself  whore  she  could  watch  tho 
fish,  and  I went  below  and  waded  up  within  casting  dis- 
tance. She  could  see  how  my  flies  fell,  and  I fried 
three  or  four  without  any  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
fish.  Then  I was  told  that  the  trout  had  disappeared. 


1 about  gave  it  up,  but  put  on  a largo  light-coloured  fly, 
one  of  my  own  notions  It  had  been  uec-d  a groat  di  al 
and  was  veil  worn.  At  tho  first  cast  1 raw  tho  big 
follow  come  out  ol  the  deep  wator,  almost  right  at  mo, 
then  ho  turned  and  got  into  position  by  a big  rook  that 
I could  just,  make  out.  At  the  next  cast  tho  splendid 
golden-brown  follow  rolled  up  through  about  8ft.  of 
wutor  and  closed  his  jaws  on  thut  fly.  Tho  next  instant 
ho  was  gone  and  tho  fly  went  with  him.  All  I got  was 
a moment  of  oxcitemont  that  I would  cast  for  days 
without  a rise  for,  could  1 repeat  it  ? 

How  big  was  he?  Well,  he  was  as  big  as  a small 
salmon — anyway,  over  2ft.  long,  and  my  friends  say 
that  1 always  underestimate  the  fish  wo  have  seen 
together.  My  oompanion  on  that  occasion  said  that  I 
turned  pale  when  that  fish  rose,  though  I was  tanned 
nearly  black  at  tho  time.  O,  mon!  that  was  a fush  ! — 
Yours  faithfully,  Theodore  Gordon. 

East  Orange,  U.S.A.  _____ 

A PIKE  LINE  ACROSS  SCOTLAND  : WAY  TO 
MEASURE  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  been  told  that  there  is  a line  or 
division  across  Scotland,  above  which  there  are  no  pike 
to  be  found.  Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  this  division,  if 
there  is  one  ? 

Re  the  measurements  of  fish.  I do  not  understand 
how  Mr.  Ripley  obtains  a difference  of  lin.  in  the  two 
“ straight  lino  ” measurements  of  the  8]  lb.  carp,  one 
being  23in.  above  the  fish,  and  the  other  22in.,  when 
the  fish  was  laid  on  the  measure.  Surely  they  must 
both  be  the  same  if  the  fish  is  lying  on  its  side  in  each 
case.  The  only  accurate  way  to  obtain  the  length  in  a 
straight  line  is  to  hang  tho  fish  up  by  its  head,  then 
there  is  no  unnatural  curvature  of  the  body. — I am, 
yours  truly,  Rex.  B.  Roberts. 

[We  are  under  the  impression  that  pike  have  been 
introduced  into  some  of  the  lakes  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land during  this  century. — Ed.] 


INDIAN  GRASS. 

A correspondent  asks  us  if  we  can  give  him  any  infor- 
mation about  “ Indian  grass,”  at  one  time  used  in 
fishing  lines  as  gut  is  now  used.  We  cannot  remember 
to  have  seen  any  of  it,  and  should  be  glad  of  any  infor- 
mation as  to  its  nature.  There  are  constant  references 
to  it  in  old  books  on  angling. — Ed. 


ONE  WAY  TO  CATCH  A PRUSSIAN  CARP. 

Sir, — I have  recently  heard  of  a novel,  if  somewhat 
drastic,  method  of  fishing.  In  a village,  not  many  miles 
from  Town,  a big  gold-fish  was  said  to  haunt  a certain 
small  pond.  How  it  got  there  nobody  could  explain. 

The  local  talent  was  expended  in  vain  in  efforts  to 
capture  it ; the  fish  lurked  secure  under  rushes  or  some 
friendly  meat  tin  that  had  found  there  a last  resting- 
place,  and  defied  all  piscatorial  skill  until  a master-mind 
appeared  on  the  scene  in  the  person  of  the  village 
plumber,  who  brought  a pump  to  bear  on  the  pond, 
which  was  speedily  sucked  dry,  thus  exposing  to  view 
the  coveted  prize. 

The  hypothetical  gold-fish  proved  to  be  a Prussian 
carp  of  about  lib.  in  weight,  and  fell  an j easy  prey  to 
this  unsportsmanlike  fisherman,  who  ha3  kept  it  alive 
for  more  than  a year  in  an  open  bath,  in  which  I saw  it 
disporting  itself  a day  or  two  ago. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  probable  age  of 
the  fish,  which  weighed  just  under  lib.,  as  it  was  said 
by  some  to  have  inhabited  the  pond  for  some  years. 

“ Hermit  Crab.” 


WHAT  WE  KNOW  OF  THE  LOBSTER. 

Sir, — Mr.  Fred.  Mather  has  given  us  a most  excellent 
and  interesting  paper  upon  the  cultivation  of  lobsters 
in  Cold  Spring  Harbour,  Long  Island,  with  which  I 
have  been  deeply  interested  ; but  if  I am  allowed  to 
make  a remark,  it  is  this.  Mr.  Fred.  Mather  states  that 
the  lobster  spawns  but  once  in  two  years,  and  that 
“ Professor  Samuel  Garman,  of  the  Museum  of  Compara- 
tive Zoology,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  brought  a letter  dated 
Aug.  30,  1892,  complimenting  my  studies  on  the  life 
history  of  the  lobster,  and  inclosing  a printed  report  to 
the  Massachusetts  Fish  Commission,  dated  Dec.  17, 
1891,  in  which  he  shows  that  his  investigations  proved 
that  the  lobster  spawned  but  once  in  two  years.  There- 
fore, I have  solid  backing  in  making  the  statement  that 
heads  this  paragraph” — What  we  know  of  the  lobster. 

The  point  that  I cannot  quite  understand  is  Mr.  Fred. 
Mather’s  statement  with  regard  to  lobsters  spawning 
but  once  in  two  years. 

Upon  strict  investigation  of  the  reports  of  the  Crab 
and  Lobster  Fisheries  of  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland 
by  Messrs.  Frank  Buckland  and  Spencer  Walpole, 
Fsqs.,  for  the  year  1877,  I find  that  berried  lobsters  are 
to  bo  found  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  the  principal 
spawning  time  being  between  May  and  August,  and 
berried  hens  that  have  shed  their  spawn  in  July  have 
been  taken  full  of  spawn  the  following  September.  Some 
fishermen  think  they  shed  their  spawn  more  than  once 
during  the  year.  Probably  the  Cold  Spring  Harbour 
lobsters  are  another  variety,  the  country  and  climate  no 
doubt  adding  to  the  cause  of  spawning  only  once  in  two 
years.  Frank  Goshen, 

Pupil  of  the  late  I'1.  Buckland. 


BARBEL  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Sir, — I havo  been  much  interested  in  the  correspon- 
dence respecting  barbel  in  the  Case,  as  for  four  years  I 
havo  been  a member  of  the  Bedford  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  havo  probably  fished  on  an  avorago  one  day  a 
week  each  season,  and  not  only  have  1 never  caught 
a barbol  but  1 havo  never  to  my  knowledge  seen 


one,  or  heard  of  one  being  caught,  and  knowing 
there  had  been  some  put  in  I naturally  concluded 
our  river  is  not  suitable  for  them.  Hence  I shared 
tho  surprise  of  “ Hedge  Willow,”  and  was  sorry  to 
see  the  spirit  in  which  one  or  two  gentlemen  received 
his  letter,  as  I think  the  inferences  drawn  were  not  at 
all  warranted  by  tho  tone  of  it. 

When  out  fishing  on  Monday  last  I made  inquiries  of 
our  river  keeper,  from  whom  I received  the  following 
information  : Barbel  had  been  put  in  the  Ouse  hero 
some  twenty  years  back,  as  one  of  your  correspondents 
state,  but  there  were  also  thirty-eight  brought  from  tho 
Trent  and  put  in  six  years  ago,  ranging  in  size  from 
2jlh.  to  121b.,  so  that  the  fish  under  discussion  is 
probably  one  of  the  latter  consignment,  and  still  leaves 
it  doubtful  as  to  its  increase  in  size. 

I’ve  been  wondering,  sir,  what  has  become  of  the 
remainder  of  that  consignment ; the  capture  of  this  one 
points  to  the  possibility  of  others  being  still  in  tho 
river,  and,  if  so,  would  they  not  breed?  It  certainly 
brings  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  the  acclimation 
of  barbel  to  the  Ouso.  Hoping  to  see  further  letters 
from  more  experienced  Ouse  fishermen, — I remain,  yours 
truly,  H.  D. 

Will  answer  your  query  in  our  next. — Ed.]. 


SEWIN. 

Dear  Sir, — I read  with  much  interest  your  article  in 
a recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  upon  trout  and 
sewin. 

There  are  other  Welsh  rivers  famous  for  sewin, 
notably  the  Lowy,  Ac. 

In  course  of  conversation  and  argument  with  a friend, 
I was  asked  why  sewin  had  neither  melt  or  roe,  as  be 
stated  he  never  found  any,  and  consequently  concluded 
sewin  are  either  mules  or  young  salmon.  Is  that  so? 

Perhaps  some  of  your  experienced  readers  can  answer 
this,  though  I believe  sewin  and  Irish  white  trout  are 
distinct  species  from  salmon. — Yours,  &o., 

L.  W.  Price. 


JOSH  BILLINGS’  EXPERIENCE  OF  OUR 
RIVERS. 

Mr.  Editor, — As  citizen  and  brutber  angler  I galoot 
yer.  You  would  like  t’  have  an  a c of  my  fishin  toor  in 
your  British  rivers.  ’T  won’t  take  up  much  of  your 
valooable  space  to  numerate  most  of  those  I wisited. 
They  have  the  D.  the  R (they  wos  in  Scotland),  the  X, 
the  Y,  and  I reeled  up  wi’  tbe  7rn.  Curious  river  that 
fust,  fur  it  flows  out  of  the  C stead  of  into  it.  The 
chap  that  went  wi’  me — him  as  they  call  the  gillie  (cos 
he’s  fond  o’  whiskey) — told  me  to  fish  wi’  a “ flee.”  So 
I cort  sum  on  my  bed  at  the  inn,  and  went  to  a citizen 
in  the  nayborhood  who  ’ad  a tackl  store,  an  I sez,  “ Ken 
u match  thay  in  artifishuls?”  Sez  he,  “What  for?” 
Sez  I,  “ Why,  to  ketch  fish.”  Sez  he,  “Mon,  y’  might 
as  weel  fush  fur  mermaids  wi’  a cup  o’  tea.”  Sez  I, 
“ Buisnis  ; ken  u match  ’em  in  bigger  magnitood?” 
“ Ah  weel,”  sez  he,  “ I ken  match  ’em  ef  u will  hev 
’em.”  “ To-morrer  mornin  then,  6.” 

He  charg’d  2 dollars,  an  I went  to  the  D.  But  when  I 
kast  over  a pool,  d’rectly  the  fish  saw  the  bate  they 
made  prentenz  to  scratch  theirselves  wi’  thayre  tails, 
and  bolted. 

I then  tried  the  R (some  Englanders  there  call’d  it  the 
Air,  but  it  look’d  to  me  more  like  water),  but  I war 
very  onfortunat  thayre. 

Then  down  south,  to  tbe  X an’  tbe  Y.  The  X is  before 
the  Y,  I calk’late.  I shou’d  av  ’ad  sum  sport  on  that — 
ef  I ’ad  cort  sum  fish. 

But  I lik’d  the  7rn  best  of  all.  The  Romans  did  too. 
Thay  gave  it  that  name  ’cos  they  tho’t  ’twas  6 tew  1 
better  than  any  other  river. 

I fished  1 river  fur  grayling.  Thare  ware  5 or  6 risin 
in  a pool,  so  I stuck  a nice  bit  o’  cheese  on  my  hook  and 
sent  it  rite  into  the  very  middel  of  ’em.  But  thay  didn’t 
bite ; so  I ’ad  sum  pop-korn  in  my  pocket,  and  chuck’d 
it  in  the  pool  fur  groun  bate,  thinkm  that  would  secoor 
’em.  Thay  all  went  away. 

I ort  to  a sed  I didn’t  succede  in  ketchin  anything  in 
the  7rn.  But  a fishmonger  told  me  the  7rn  salmon  was 
delisbus  wi’  lobster  sause — ef  u paid  for  it.  He’d  be 
appy  t’  s’pply  me  to  try.  18d.  a £.  I sed  I’d  ask  mi 
friends  ’ow  menny  £’s  they  would  like  ter  take. 

He  sed  be  ’ad  sum  fine  venson,  too,  at  2 shillins  a £. 
I tho’t  it  deer. 

In  Devonsheer  thay  fish  fur  sewin — like  our  Amerkan 
tailors — and  sumtimes  ketch  it ; as  the  tailors  sumtimes 
don’t.  And  I didn’t. 

I ort  to  hev  xplained  in  this  short  treatis  that  the  D 
is  near  Balmoral,  wich  I hear  is  from  the  French,  an 
means  a binnercent  country  danz,  wich  the  Tghlanders 
calls  “ a ’Ighland  fling,”  wich,  I calk’late,  is  not  very 
moral,  sinz  thay  danz  it  wi’  naked  legs,  an’  make  thayre 
skirts  flte  up  disgraoeful.  Adoo. — Ures  wi’  a tite  line, 
Josh  Starzen  Stryfes. 


“You  are  nothing  but  a big  bluff,”  remarked  the 
river  to  the  bank.  “ Is  that  so  ? ” retorted  tho  bank.  “ If 
I take  a notion  to  come  do  wn  on  you,  your  name  will  be 
mud.” 

It  was  at  the  summer  hotel,  and  Jimmioboy  was 
allowed  to  give  his  own  order  for  his  breakfasts  and 
other  meals  to  tho  waitress.  One  morning  the  little 
fellow  sighed  when  ho  was  asked  what  he'd  have.  “ Oil, 
dear!”  ho  said.  “ I don’t  know  as  I want  anything  ; 
I’m  not  hungry.”  “ You’d  better  eat  something,”  said 
the  girl.  “Very  well,”  said  Jimmioboy.  “ Bring  mo 
some  pancakes,  tisbballs,  a little  liver  and  baoon,  a pieoe 
of  spring  ohiokon,  fried  mush,  stowod  potatoes,  a glass 
of  milk,  and  a banana.” — Harper’s  Young  People. 
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NOTICE.  
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and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
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lane,  London. 
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paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

Terms  oT  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ._ , ...  10s.  6d. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d 

Advertisements. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— “BIV8AM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2079. 


Jfisjjing  (Sajrft-e 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  17th,  1894. 


THE  ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE 
FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  our 
old  contributor,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  “ Templar,”  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  “ John  Bickerdyke,”  of 
the  Field,  and  author  of  some  of  the  best  practical 
books  on  angling  extant,  will  preside  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club,  which 
has  been  fixed  for  Friday,  Dec.  14,  in  the  Venetian 
Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  6.30  for 
7 o’clock. 

It  also  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  say  that  we 
hear  from  Mr.  David  Wilson,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
club,  that  his  health  has  so  materially  improved 
that  he  will  be  able  to  be  present,  and  with  Mr. 
Reginald  E.  Booker,  who  has  so  ably  and 
pleasantly  acted  as  hon.  sec.  for  nearly  two  years, 
will  carry  out  the  arrangements  for  the  dinner, 
and  secure  the  assistance  of  those  well-known 
musical  artistes  who  have  done  so  much  in  pre- 
vious years  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  even- 
ing. We  have  already  heard  from  many  town 
and  country  members  announcing  their  intention 
not  to  miss  the  Fly  Fishers’  “ Annual.” 


OLIVES  A LA  MODE. 

( Continued  from  page  455.) 


By  Val  Conson. 

In  talking  of  Olives  I propose  to  steer  clear  of 
those  patterns  where  the  preponderating  colour 
is  blue  on  the  one  hand  and  yellow  on  the  other. 
In  fisherman’s  parlance  any  fly  with  a body  shade 
of  yellow,  brown,  or  green  is  liable  to  be  termed 
an  Olive.  But  for  convenience  I shall  limit 
myself  as  above  stated.  The  colour  of  a nightin- 
gale’s egg  is  an  excellent  example  of  a Brown 
Olive,  and  in  a bottle  of  real  olives  you  may 
probably  pick  out  one  that  fairly  represents  the 
green  end  of  the  scale. 

Bodies  are  either  smooth  or  rough.  The 
smooth  may  be  represented  by  (1)  Quills,  (2) 
Horsehair  or  gut  dyed,  (3)  Floss,  (4)  Indiarnbber, 
and  (5)  Plain  Silk ; and  the  rough  by  (1)  Herls 
and  (2)  Dubbing. 

Quills  are,  I need  hardly  say,  the  strands  of 
the  eye  feather  of  the  peacock,  with  or  without 
dye,  and  flies  dressed  with  them  have  the 
advantage  of  floating  well,  drying  well,  and  not 
altering  their  colours  when  wet.  Some  of  the 
old-fashioned  Itchen  flies  used  to  be  tied  with 
bodies  of  the  stem  of  a hackle  stripped  and  dyed, 
and  others  with  the  stem  of  some  bird,  primarily 
landrail  or  starling,  stripped  and  used,  dyed  or 
nndyed. 

Many  dry-fly  fishermen  use  no  Olives  hut  the 
Hare’s  Ear  and  Quills  in  three  shades,  dark, 
medium,  and  light,  with  hackles  to  match.  And 
these  patterns,  with  the  necessary  modification 
of  shape  to  make  them  suitable,  have  of  late  years 
been  much  used  for  wet-fly  fishing  too.  I am 
speaking,  of  course,  of  winged  patterns. 

I find  it  extremely  difficult  to  dye  hackles  dark 
enough  for  the  darker  shades  of  Olives,  and  have 
to  begin  upon  dark  coloured  feathers  as  a basis. 
I dislike  buying  hackles  of  professional  dyers, 
partly  because  I like  to  do  as  much  as  I can  for 
myself,  and  partly  because  they  are  so  dispro- 
portionately costly;  but  the  average  amateur  will 
find  that  he  cannot  get  the  deep  shades  he  wants 
otherwise.  Mr.  Haynes,  of  Cork,  sent  me  some 
years  back  some  specimens  of  dyed  hackles  of 
several  shades,  and  I must  confess  his  Dark 
Olives  are  beyond  me.  Moreover,  he  seems  to 
have  the  secret  of  getting  the  colour  quite  fast. 
Blue  Duns  are  most  difficult  to  dye  olive.  They 
seem  to  resent  bitterly  the  attempt  to  force  the 
colour  upon  them. 

There  was  a great  fancy  some  little  time  back, 
among  dry-fly  men,  for  horsehair  bodies,  and 
certainly  they  make  very  pretty  flies  indeed. 
Their  drawbacks  are  a tendency  to  fall  somewhat 
heavily  upon  the  water,  and  to  be  rejected 
immediately  by  the  fish  on  account  of  their 
hardness. 

For  floss  silk  bodies  I confess  to  a liking, 
even  for  floaters,  in  the  light  shades ; in  which, 
to  quote  Francis  Francis  again,  it  “ gives  that 
watery  impalpable  look,  which  the  bodies  of  some 
duns  have  in  a marked  degree,  nothing  else  does.” 
It  is  nsual  to  wind  floss  silk  quite  close  down 
over  tho  body,  hut  a very  first-class  Devonshire 
dresser  tied  a capital  pattern  with  the  floss 
treated  as  a dubbing,  and  wound  on  to  the  tying 
silk  somewhat  loosely,  towards  the  shoulder  of 
the  fly.  This  gives  a fine  effect  of  transluency. 
Floss  silk  does  not  dry  very  well,  but  if  the  fly 
be  paraffined,  it  gives  the  floss  the  same  colour 
as  a wetting,  while  keeping  it  substantially  dry, 
or  at  any  rate  free  of  water. 

Mr,  Halford  does  not  give  many  H oss-bodied 
Olives.  Here  are  two  : 

Pale  Olive  Dan. 

Wings. — Pale  starling. 

Body. — Pale  yellowish  olive  floss  silk,  ribbed 
with  fine  white  silk  or  hair. 

Hackle  and  Whisk. — Medium  olive. 

Hook. — 0,  00,  or  000. 

Drake's  Extractor. 

Wings. — Light  starling. 

Body. — Pale  yellow  olive  floss  silk,  ribbed  with 
fine  gold  wire. 

Hackle. — Carried  down  the  entire  length  of  the 
body  from  shoulder  to  tail,  a white  cock’s  hackle 
dyed  green  olive. 

Whisk. — Cock’s  beard  hackle  dyed  green  olive. 

Hook. — 0,  00,  or  000. 

He  also  gives  Mr.  Aldam’s  pattern  of  the 
^Indian  Yellow,  which,  I venture  to  think,  as  I 


explained  in  my  article  “ Bumbledom,”  is  an 
autumn  Olive.  Hero  is  the  pattern  : 

Wings. — Inside  grouse  wing  from  a young  bird, 
or  pale  coot. 

Body. — Floss  silk  about  the  colour  of  natural 
Russia  leather  ribbed  with  bright  lemon-coloured 
tying  silk. 

Hackle  and  Whisk. — Pale  buff-coloured  Cochin 
cock. 

Head. — Three  or  four  turns  of  orange  tying 
silk. 

Hook. — 0 or  00. 

And  a capital  fly  it  is,  both  for  trout  and 
grayling. 

While  on  grayling  flies  I may  quote  the  Apple 
Green  Dun  of  Derbyshire  : 

Wings. — Pale  starling. 

Body. — Bright-green  floss. 

Hackle  and  Whisk. — Pale  ginger  cock. 

Hook. — 1 or  0. 

Currell,  of  Winchester,  had  practically  the 
same  pattern. 

Renald’s  “ Golden  Dun  Midge  ” (No.  10)  is 
dressed  thus  : 

Wings. — Pale  starling. 

Body. — Olive  floss  ribbed  with  gold  twist  and 
tied  with  dun  silk  thread. 

Legs. — Dun  hackle. 

He  ok. — Size  not  given. 

Currell  had  a Blue-Winged  Olive,  which  only 
differs  from  this  in  having  a Jay  wing. 

David  Foster  does  not  seem  to  fancy  floss  bodies 
for  Olives  at  any  rate;  and  Theakston,  Jackson, 
Pritt,  and  Walbran  are,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, much  of  the  same  mind. 

It  is  often,  however,  impossible  to  tell  from  the 
dressings  given  by  certain  authors  whether  floss 
is  used  or  whether  the  body  is  of  plain  silk.  I 
may  be  wrong. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  in  the  Badminton  volume  is 
sometimes  not  precise  on  this  point,  and  so  I can- 
not quote  him  with  certainty  of  having  under- 
stood his  meaning. 

Many  of  the  floss  patterns  have  a rib  of  fine 
gold,  or  as  an  alternative  a tag  of  flat  gold  tinsel. 

Currell  has  a fancy  for  dressing  his  Olives  with 
ginger  or  red  hackles  dyed  olive,  and  what  he  did 
not  know  of  Itchen  flies  was  not  worth  knowing. 
He  used  to  assert  that  every  fly  on  the  Itchen  had 
some  tinge  of  olive  in  it. 

So  far  as  I know  there  is  only  one  indiarubber 
olive — Mr.  H.  S.  Hall’s,  with  or  without  detached 
body.  That  holds  the  field,  and  would  be  difficult 
to  better.  This  is  how  Mr.  Halford  describes  it : 

Wings. — Medium  or  light  starling. 

Body  (detached). — A thin  slip  of  indiarubber 
worked  over  an  undyed  doubled  bristle  (or  ordi- 
nary).— A thin  slip  of  indiarubber  ribbed  with 
fine  gold  wire. 

Hackle  and  Whisk. — Medium  olive  cock. 

Hook. — 0,  00,  or  000. 

For  darker  tints  dye  the  bristle  in  medium 
olive,  and  the  hackle  and  whisk  in  brown  olive, 
winging  with  medium  or  dark  starling. 

Plain  bodies  tied  with  the  tying  silk  only 
exposed  are  not  in  favour  in  the  south.  The 
body  is  difficult  to  get  nicely  tapered  and  smooth 
on  an  eyed  hook.  Mr.  Walbran  has  a pattern  of 
Olive,  with  plain  waxed  silk  body  with  the  silk 
untwisted  after  waxing  to  show  the  rib  and  the 
wing  dyed  in  onion  dye.  It  is  generally  called 
Francis’s  pattern,  though  I find  nothing  about  it 
in  his  book.  It  kills  well  in  most  of  the  north 
country  rivers.  Another  great  fly  with  a body 
of  tying  silk  only  is  Greenwell’s  Glory,  dressed 
as  follows  : — 

Wing. — Hen  blackbird. 

I tody. Yellow  tying  silk,  waxed  and  ribbed 
with  fine  gold  wire. 

Legs. — Hackle,  with  black  centre  and  cinnamon 
points. 

Whisk. — Red  or  ginger  cock,  optional. 

It  is  common  to  find  woodcock  given  as  the 
wing  of  this  fly.  The  woodcock  dressing  repre- 
sents a small  sedge,  and  is  an  excellent  fly,  but 
it  is  not  an  upwinged  Dun;  to  my  mind,  it  is 
the  correct  dressing.  Henderson,  in  “ My  Life 
as  an  Angler,”  professes  to  have  been  fishing  tho 
Coquet  when  Canon  Greenwell  discovered  the 
pattern,  and  he  distinctly  refers  to  a blackbird 
wing.  It  is  useful  throughout  the  season,  and  can 
be  dressed  in  various  sizes  and  shades  to  the  palest 
starling  for  wing.  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  is  a strong 
advocate  of  this  fly  on  double  midge  hooks,  as 
dressed  by  Messrs.  Forrest,  of  Kelso.  He  is  for 
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tlio  blackbird  pal, torn  as  against  tho  woodcock, 
though  Francis  Francis  lends  tho  weight  of  his 
authority  to  the  opposite  view. 

For  reasons  mentioned  abovo,  in  connection 
with  floss  silk  dressings  I cannot  quote  many 
other  authorities,  because  it  is  not  clear  from 
their  descriptions  whether  floss  or  plain  silk  is 
meant. 

For  bodies  dressed  with  herls  I (inn  only  quote 
ono  standard  author — again  Mr.  Halford.  This 
pattern  of  “rough  Olive”— an  early  spring  dun 
— is  drossed  with  a body  of  heron  herl  dyed 
medium  olivo  (I  have  used  this  body  with  success 
for  a March  Brown).  Currell,  however,  had  a 
dark  Olivo  dressed  as  follows  : 

Wing. — lien  blackbird. 

Body. — Brown  feather  from  peacocks  wing 
stained  olive,  one  fibro. 

Legs. — Red  Hackle  stained  dark  olive. 

Whisk. — Brilliant  red  saddle  hackle  stained 
olive,  three  fibres. 

Hoolc. — 0 or  1 . 

And  a light  Olive  dressed  thus  : 

Wing. — Light  starling. 

Body. — l’eacock  wing  feather  stained  light  olive. 

Legs. — Light  buff  cochin  cocks  hackle  with 
transparent  golden  points  stained  light  olive. 

Whisk. — Buff  saddle  hackle  stained  light  olive. 

Hook—  0 or  00,  occasionally  1. 

With  a variant  of  light  olive  mohair,  mixed 
with  hare’s  ear  for  legs. 

This  brings  us  on  to  dubbed  bodies. 

Dubbing  is  naturally  not  greatly  in  favour  with 
the  dry-fly  man,  though  the  introduction  of 
paraffin  to  assist  flotation  is  likely  to  bring  a 
reaction  in  its  favour,  as  in  that  of  floss  silk. 
Mohair  is  the  dubbing  which  best  resists  water, 
and  it  may  be  had  in  many  shades  of  olive.  It 
dries  easily  and  floats  well.  The  finer  dubbings, 
when  an  olive  tinge  is  required,  are  usually  mixed 
with  olive  or  yellow  mohair  in  the  old  hooks. 
Hare’s  flax  dyed  yellow  makes  a good  olive  body. 
There  are  very  few  natural  furs  which  have  a 
natural  olive  hue.  Some  of  the  monkey s have  such 
a fur  in  parts,  but  their  skins  are  not  readily 
accessible.  Probably  the  most  convenient  olive 
dubbings  for  small  flies  are  lamb’s  wool  dyed. 

The  range  of  wings  for  Olives  is  not  large — 
starling,  blackbird,  thrush,  lark,  missel  thrush, 
redwing,  jay,  coot,  and  young  grouse  almost 
exhausts  the  list.  For  large  flies  teal  primaries 
can  be  used,  but  the  feather  is  rather  coarse  for 
small  patterns. 

I feel  that  I have  treated  the  subject  in  a very 
perfunctory  and  unsatisfactory  manner,  merely 
touching  the  fringe  of  it,  but  I throw  myself  .upon 
the  mercy  of  the  court  and  plead  extenuating 
circumstances. 


FISHING  AND  HUNTING  IN 
CANADA. 


A Promising  and  Attractive  Project. 

Gipsy-life,  without  the  usual  inconveniences 
chronic  to  the  career  of  nomads,  appeals  to  a 
large  number  of  people  of  good  constitution, 
whose  purse  and  time  are  not  cramped.  “ Give 
me  a new  pleasure,”  ejaculated  Nero  ; if  the  blaze 
Homan  monarch  could  have  deferred  his  request 
to  the  nineteenth  century,  he  might  have  been 
induced  to  cross  the  Atlantic  and  to  seek  the 
City  of  Quebec,  asking  his  way  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Triton  Fish  and  Game  Club, 
paying  down  £50  sterling  as  an  entrance  fee  and 
becoming  a shareholder,  -with  an  annual  liability 
to  pay  about  £3  as  his  subscription.  We  are 
accustomed  to  hear  of  enterprises  on  a large 
scale  in  Canada ; this  one — the  establishment  of 
the  Triton  and  Game  Club — certainly  commands 
attention  and  prompt  admiration.  Put  shortly, 
as  shown  in  a prettily-got-up  little  book,  accom- 
panied by  an  excellent  map  on  a scale  of  nearly 
an  inch  to  the  mile,  issued  from  the  head-quarters 
in  Quebec  (William  Seaton,  superintendent),  the 
raison  d'etre  is  as  follows:  About  five  hours’ 
journey  by  railway  from  Quebec,  at  a fare 
of  five  to  six  shillings  (to  members  and 
guests),  a territory  is  reached  by  members  of 
the  club  (and  their  friends  who  may  be  invited 
on  the  conditions  usual  in  all  clubs),  the 
said  territory  having  been  purchased  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  club.  The  train  arrives  at  a 
private  station  of  the  club,  at  the  point  where 
the  railway  crosses  the  Vermilion  rivor.  Here 


canoes,  with  attendants,  arc  in  waiting ; and  a | 
quiet  paddle  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes 
will  land  members  at  tho  club  house  on  Lake 
ii  la  Croix,  whence  (as  tho  map  shows]  there  are 
five  or  six  different  routes  leading  into  as  many 
different  parts  of  the  territory.  At  present  there 
are  some  camp  huts  built  in  various  places  for 
sleeping  accommodation  ; but,  when  the  member- 
ship is  sufficiently  large,  it  is  contemplated  to 
build  a duplicate  club  house  at  Lake  Batiscan 
— some  five-and-twenty  miles  off,  as  the  crow 
flies.  There  are  to  be  more  hunters’  huts 
at  different  parts  of  the  territory,  when 
the  membership  is  sufficiently  large  to  pro- 
vide the  financial  ways  and  means.  The 
vendor  undertakes  to  provide  a hundred  boats 
and  canoes,  together  with  tents,  camp-blankets, 
and  camp-kits.  Until  the  club  house  at  Lake  ;i  la 
Croix  is  put  up,  during  the  coming  summer,  the 
little  hamlet  at  Kkrodor’s  Mills  has  been  rented, 
and  fitted  up  with  every  comfort  for  the  use  of 
members  and  their  guests ; the  executive  com- 
mittee have  a good  cook,  who  will  provide  meals 
at  about  city  prices.  Arrangements  are  being 
made  to  stock  one  of  the  chains  of  lakes  with 
ouananiche,  or  land-locked  salmon,  which  are 
expected  to  thrive  well,  as  the  lakes  are  con- 
nected by  rapid  streams.  At  present,  trout  of 
large  size  are  said  to  be  numerous ; and  game  is 
abundant.  Members  may  build  private  huts, 
cottages,  or  camps  if  they  desire  strict  privacy  of 
dwelling;  and  they  may  rely  upon  good  supplies 
of  wines  and  spirits,  &c.,  from  the  club  house. 
The  current  costs  appear  to  be  moderate — mem- 
bers arc  to  be  provided  with  canoes,  tents, 
blankets,  and  camp-kits  for  about  2s.  a day;  and 
canoe-men  may  be  engaged  at  about  5s.  fid.  a day, 
with  board,  the  cost  of  boarding  these  men,  when 
at  the  club-house,  being  a trifle  over  Is.  per  meal. 
The  number  of  fish  to  be  taken  away  by  a member 
on  leaving  is  limited  to  one  hundred,  and  for 
each  guest  fifty. 

Five  hundred  square  miles  of  wilderness, 
honeycombed  with  trout-pools,  rivers,  and  track- 
roads,  and  thick  with  fish  and  large  game,  is  a 
“ wholesale  order  ” for  any  sportsman.  If  this 
description  prompts  inquiry,  a bond  fide  reader 
may  obtain  a copy  (we  presume)  of  this  well- 
illustrated  book  on  application  to  the  Secretary, 
Triton  Fish  and  Game  Club,  Quebec,  Canada.  It 
should,  however,  not  be  overlooked  that  many  of 
the  promised  advantages  have  yet  to  be  provided  ; 
still,  the  project  appears  to  be  an  honest  one. 
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III.— THE  LIMPET. 

Tun  limpet  is  most  familiar  to  us  as  a fixture ; 
indeed,  it  wants  some  effort  to  dislodge  it  from 
the  smooth  rock  to  which  it  adheres. 

Perhaps  its  use  as  a bait  rnay  bo  measured  by 
tho  great  difficulties  fish  must  find  in  getting  it 
for  themselves;  or  perhaps  it  would  be  if  the 
fish  were  able  to  recognise  on  the  hook  the 
invisible  tenant  of  the  little  pyramids,  round 
which  they  prowl  in  vain.  Which  they  arc  not. 

The  birds  alone,  and  chiefly  among  them  tho 
oyster-catchers,  are  able  to  dine  on  limpet  at 
their  pleasure;  but  their  attentions  are  perforce 
confined  to  a few  hours  in  the  twenty-four  when 
the  limpet  strongholds  are  uncovered  by  the 
retreating  waters. 

Even  then  there  is  an  abundance  of  equally  con- 
genial food  to  be  had  without  the  asking,  and  the 
ranks  of  the  limpet  are  but  little  thinned,  save  by 
man. 

1 have  marked  limpets  on  the  rocks  between 
St.  Leonards  and  Hastings — a stretch  of  coast 
on  which  they  are  not  fashionable  as  food  or  bait, 
and  have  found  them  undiminished  in  numbers 
for  two  months  together. 

It  must  not  from  this  be  supposed  that  Patella 
is  unable  to  move  about  within  certain  limits. 

Its  progress  is  slow  but  sure,  and  effected  in 
all  probability  with  the  serrated  tongue,  the 
extremity  of  which  is  flattened.  All  we  can  see 
is  the  shell  raised  a little  on  edge  and  again 
lowered,  during  which  a step  forward  has  been 
made,  though  scarcely  more  perceptible  to  our 
eyes  than  the  action  of  the  hands  of  a watch. 

What  must  strike  everyone  who  observes  the 
limpet  at  home  is  the  enormous  force  with  which 
so  small  a creature  manages  to  attach  itself  to 
the  rock,  no  matter  how  smooth  the  latter  may  be. 

There  is  no  beard  to  help  it,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  mussel  and  some  others.  It  may  be  effected 
in  one  of  two  ways,  by  suction  wilh  the  hollow 
foot  or  by  some  gummy  secretion. 

The  former  conclusion  was  universal,  I believe, 
until  almost  recently,  when  naturalists  have 
inclined  to  the  view  of  an  insoluble  glue  secreted 
by  the  creature  for  this  particular  purpose. 

The  researches  of  your  contributor,  Mr.  J. 
Lawrence  Hamilton,  M.R.C.S.,  in  this  matter  are 
too  well  known  to  need  requoting  here. 

There  is  a notion  prevalent,  among  seaside 
visitors  that  the  limpet  “ stings,”  but  its  sting- 
ing powers  must  be  classed  with  those  of  the 
toad  and  sea-adder.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


MARINE  EVICTIONS. 


This  is  a very  simple  and  cheap  float,  the  only 
difference  between  it  and  an  ordinary  plug  cork 
float  is  that  by  means  of  a slit  in  the  side  you 
pass  your  line  or  trace  to  the  centre  of  the  float, 
and  then  put  the  plug  in.  By 
this  means  you  can  in  a moment 
put  on  or  take  off  the  float  with- 
out the  bother  of  taking  off  the 
gut  or  gimp  trace.  The  whole- 
sale manufacturers  of  the  “ Fish- 
ing Gazette  Live  Bait  Float  ” 
are  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co , 
Standard  Works,  Redditch.  We 
have  asked  them  if  they  can 
make  some  in  small  sizes  for 
general  fishing,  as  the  line  runs 
plumb  through  the  centre  of  the 
float,  and  there  are  no  caps  to  get 
lost.  In  a recent  number  of  the 
People  “ Old  Izaak  ” reminds 
anglers  that  the  next  three  or 
four  months  are  the  best  of  the  year  for  jack 
fishing,  and  says  : “ A stout  rod  and  fairly  strong 
running  line  is  requisite,  to  which  a yard  or  two 
of  salmon  gut,  and  the  single  hook  and  triangular 
flight  carrying  the  bait  is  attached.  A Fishing 
Gazette  float  will  be  found  the  most  useful,  as  it 
can  be  readily  pegged  on  or  taken  off  the  line. 
A bullet  is  placed  some  distance  under  it,  just 
heavy  enough  to  keep  the  bait  down  and  cause  it 
to  swim  in  mid-water.  The  single  hook  is  placed 
under  the  back  fin,  and  the  triangle  attached 
near  the  shoulder.  When  the  float  has  well 
disappeared,  the  angler  strikes,  and,  keeping  tin 
line  taut  so  that  he  just  feels  his  fish,  he  will, 
with  care,  be  almost  certain  to  land  his  prize." 


The  interesting  notice  of  the  “Hermit  Crab,” 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  3,  reminds  me  of 
a curious  incident  of  crustacean  tactus  which  came 
to  my  knowledge  in  Tasmania  some  thirty  years 
ago,  when  I was  seeking  rest  for  over-wrought 
nerves  and  brain  in  that  delightful  sanatorium. 
The  then  Governor,  Sir  C.  Du  Cane,  whom  to 
remember  is  to  regret,  had  expressed  a wish  to 
introduce  the  rock  oyster  from  the  coast  about 
Sydney  into  the  estuary.  A dear  friend  of  mine, 
Mr.  David  Forbes,  then  Crown  Prosecutor  in  the 
S.  W.  District  of  New  South  Wales,  accordingly 
brought  over  with  him  from  Sydney  to  Hobart 
Town  a sack  or  sacks  of  the  desired  bivalves,  and 
turned  them  into  a quiet  bay  near  Government 
House,  in  the  presence,  I think,  of  the  Governor, 
certainly  of  his  very  popular  secretary.  Mr. 
Aflalo,  I see,  doubts  whether  the  hermit  crab 
searches  about  for  an  empty  shell  suited  to  his 
dimensions  for  tho  time  being,  or  whether  he 
forciby  evicts  the  tenant  whelk  and  takes  pos- 
session of  what  seems  to  him  a suitable  residence. 
On  this  point  I cannot  pretend  to  speak  with  any 
shadow  of  authority. 

But  the  formation  of  the  house-hunting  crab, 
strong  in  front  and  weak  in  rear,  rather  inclines 
me  to  think  that  he  storms  tho  desired  shell, 
probably  devouring  tho  tenant,  who  is  not  capable 
of  migration.  I must  here  relate — even  at  the 
risk  of  a twice-told  tale — what  befell  the  oysters 
of  which  the  iutroductiou  to  Tasmanian  waters 
has  been  related  above.  Just  when  they  seemed 
in  a fair  way  to  be  quietly  naturalised,  the 
patriotism  of  the  local  crabs  stepped  in  with  a 
veto.  As  the  oysters  lay  with  the  door  of  their 
shells  gently  ajar,  enjoying,  1 suppose,  the  quiet 


suction  out  of  whioh  they  make  their  harmless  live 
libood,  these  mailed  meddlers,  small,  but  watchiul 
and  mischievous,  actually  rolled  tiny  pebbles 
between  the  parted  valves,  so  that  the  plump,  but 
not  athletic  dweller  within  could  never  close  his 
house  again.  I am  ashamed  to  say  I did  not 
then  and  there  ascertain  the  species  to  which  the 
marauding  crabs  belonged.  T only  know  that 
when  they  had  thus  secured  an  entrance,  they 
lost  no  time  in  walking  first  into  the  shells  and 
then  into  the  oysters  themselves,  using  the 
same  mode  of  eviction  which  I _ suspect  to 
be  adopted  by  Mr.  Aflalo’s  wandering  hermits. 

I should  hesitate  to  record  this  were  not  two 
of  the  eye-witnesses,  from  each  of  whom 
1 heard  the  facts  when  quite  recent,  still  living. 

It  is  not  long  since  I had  tidings  of  the  judge, 
and  the  secretary  is  often  to  be  seen  in  fall  Mall 
a secretary  still  in  name,  though  in  a much 
altered  capacity.  Two  things,  I remember,  in 
the  procedure  of  these  minikin  crabs,  added  per 
plexity  to  my  wonder.  First,  their  immediate 
recognition  of  the  imported  bivalves  as  fit  objects 
for  a foray.  How  could  they  know  that  the 
Sydney  rock-oysters  were  good  eating,  or,  indeed, 
came  under  the  head  of  “ eatables  at  all?  They 
had,  we  may  fairly  presume,  seen  nothing  like 
them.  I may  myself  claim  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  noble  estuary  of  the  Derwent,  both 
above  and  below  Hobart  Town,  and  can  bear 
witness  that  they  were  introduced  to  supply  a 
real  and  recognised  want  in  that  otherwise  well- 
peopled  water.  There  could  be  no  marine  tele- 
graph to  suggest  the  very  original  welcome  given 
to  the  “ little  strangers.”  There  is  not  even 
room  for  a pseudo-scientific  solution  of  the 
puzzle  by  a misuse  of  the  elastic  word  evolu- 
tion. It  will  not  be  contended  that  a Der- 
went crab  could  evolve  a Botany  oyster  out 
of  his  own  consciousness  as  a German  pro- 
fessor was  supposed  capable  of  evolving  a camel. 
Nor  can  we  ascribe  the  conduct  of  the  crustaceans 
to  mere  “ cussedness,”  for  they  earned  a good 
dinner  by  their  job.  Altogether,  I own  myself 
fairly  “ stumped.”  Even  if  we  suppose  that  some 
Tasmanian  bivalve  had  entered  them  at  sport 
of  the  same  kind,  we  have  not  accounted  for  their 
instantly  perceiving  that  the  strange  mollusk 
was  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  fashion  as  the 
familiar  on*1.  The  rock-oyster’s  shell  has  an  un- 
dulated margin,  with  waves  as  deep,  though  not 
so  regular,  as  those  of  the  graceful  valve  of  the 
hidacua  ; what  had  prepared  them  for  assaulting 
a fortress  of  so  novel  a form  ? This  and  the 
kindred  questions  which  the  case  suggests  may 
well  interest  some  thoughtful  readers.  My  own 
utter  inability  to  answer  them  is  not  wholly 
worthless  if  it  serves  to  awaken  humility  and 
reverence.  Others  who  can  see  further  will  not 
be  the  worse  for  learning,  even  from  a.  small 
example,  how  profound  are  the  mysteries  of 
creation — how  soon  the  inquirer  who  seeks  to 
fathom  them  finds  his  strength  fail  him  under 
the  increasing  pressure  of  the  deep  waters. 

H.  R.  Francis 


Then  again  it  requires  a good  amount  of  skill  to 
make  a cast,  say  thirty  or  forty  yards  across  the 
river,  from  a swift  running  Nottingham  reel. 
The  whirr  of  the  reel  as  the  bait  flies  through 
the  air  is  indeed  music  to  the  ear,  and  woe  to  the 
man  who  does  not  manage  the  reel  properly  at 
this  critical  moment.  If  the  reel  is  not  checked 
as  the  bait  touches  the  water,  the  fisherman  may 
as  well  sit  down  and  take  things  quietly;  it  will 
take  him  quite  twenty  minutes  to  unravel  the 

The  cast  we  will  suppose  has  been  properly 

made ; now  for  tbe  excitement. 

At  first  the  reel  is  wound  slowly,  the  bait 
sinks  slightly,  then  we  wind  quickly,  and  it  is 
almost  on  tbe  top  of  the  wa’er,  spinning  beauti- 
fully. Wc  wonder  what  the  pike  can  be  about  to 
let  such  a dainty  morsel  pass  him.  W e ^ then 

make  another  cait  higher  up  the  river.  What 
is  to  be  our  luck  this  time  ? 

We  bring  the  bait  skilfully  round  over  a deep- 
looking hole  under  the  overhanging  bank,  and 
allow  it  to  sink  ; now  a tug  is  felt  on  the  line,  a 
sharp  strike,  and  we  are  into  a heavy  fish.  Away 
he  dashes  like  a flash,  making  the  line  whistle 
through  the  rings  on  the  rod  ; then  he  stops  and 
sulks  ; then  away  again  in  the  opposite  direction, 
first  on  one  side,  then  on  the  other.  At  last,  after 
a grand  fight,  we  get  him  in  range  of  the  gaff ; 
with  a careful  movement  tbe  keeper  who  is  with 
us  puts  the  gaff  into  him,  and  we  have  the  first 
blood  of  the  day. 

A short  rest,  and  away  we  go  at  it  again, 
though  our  second  essay  is  not  quite  so  success- 
ful. The  bait  having  being  allowed  to  sink  too 
far  has  caught  on  a stump  at  the  bottom  of  the 
river;  we  pull  at  it,  and  sometimes,  only  some- 
times. swear  at  it,  but  of  course  all  to  no  use ; 
click!  the  line  has  broken,  and  the  new  spoon 
bait  we  bought  yesterday  for  3s.  6i.  is  no  more. 

The  damages  are  soon  made  good,  and  we  begin 
again.  Our  fortunes  vary  a good  deal,  sometimes 
we  make  a dozen  casts  and  do  not  get  a touch, 
and  later  on  we  get  a run  every  other  cast.  Si 
the  time  goes  on,  until  the  sun  retiring  behind 
the  distant  hills  warns  us  that  not  much  longer 

remains  for  us  to  fish. 

We  make  one  more  cast  before  we  go.  this  time 
hooking  the  biggest  fish  of  the  day,  a fine  fellow 
of  181b.  Feeling  now  quite  content  with  our  day 
amongst  the  pike,  we  pack  up  and  walk  back  over 
tbe  fields  to  the  “ Fisherman’s  Rest,”  where  we 
dine  before  returning  to  town.  F.  P. 


SEA-FISHING. 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  OCTOBER. 

The  first  signs  of  coming  winter  have  shown 
themselves,  and  with  them  the  glorious  greens  of 
the  summer  landscape  have  given  place  to  the 
gorgeous  browns,  reds,  and  golden  hues  of  autumn. 

The  leaves  now  begin  to  fall  in  thick  showers 
with  every  gentle  breeze,  the  weeds  too  from  the 
river  are  gradually  disappearing  from  our  sight, 
and  the  pike,  the  fresh  water  shark,  becomes  more 
and  moie  ravenous  as  winter  advances,  and  one 
may  see  the  rush  of  small  fry  as  be  suddenly 
appears  amongst  them.  What  is  there  more 
delightful  to  a man  full  of  the  worries  and  care3 
of  business  than  to  find  himself  on  a lovely 
autumn  morning  close  to  a good  pike  river  ? 
He  has  put  away  all  thoughts  of  business,  and 
has  come  out  to’  enjoy  himself  thoroughly.  He 
thinks  of  nothing,  and  if  with  a friend,  talks  of 
nothing  but  fishing  and  the  possibilities  of  this 
day’s  sport.  The  river  is  in  grand  condition,  the 
day  is  perfect,  so  what  right  would  he  have  to 
feel  anything  but  happiness  and  cheerfulness  ? 

The  most  sportsman-like  way  of  fishing  for  the 
pike  is  most  undoubtedly  spinning,  not  only  is  it 
this,  but  it  gives  one  a great  deal  of  exercise, 
much  more  than  any  other  way  of  fishing  for 
them. 


EXPERIENCES  OF  A NOVICE. 

“ Sea-fishing  is  grand  sport,”  said  every  man 
who  had  a boat  to  let,  or  a few  bait  to  sell,  as  we 
walked  from  our  lodgings  to  the  pier.  Let  me 
say  that  “ we  ” means  myselE  and  a certain  boy  ot 
mine  who  was  lately  home  from  school,  whom  I 
had  taken  for  a week  to  the  seaside.  He  goes  by 
the  name  of  Tommy,  and  as  he  had  not  made  him- 
self an  intolerable 'nuisance  during  the  holidays, 

I had,  out  of  gratitude  to  him  for  his  past  good 
behaviour,  and  with  a faint  hope  that  I might 
bribe  him  to  behave  well  when  at  home  in  the 
future,  taken  him  to  a seaside  place  near  here. 
Tommy  and  I are  friends.  It  is  not  every  father 
who  can  say  that  honestly  with  regard  to  his 
boys  when  they  are  home  for  the  holidays.  But 
I cannot  help  thinking  that  our  friendship  is, 
after  all,  only  a sort  of  armed  neutrality.  1 do 
not  infringe  rights  which  are  dear  to  schoolboys, 
and  do  not  bully  him,  and  so  he  feels  it  a point  of 
honour  not  to  worry  me.  He  has  a singulmly 
mild  and  gentle  look, and  a preternaturally  bland 
and  child-like  smile,  under  which  lie  hidden  a 
capacity  for  mischief,  a power  of  noise,  and  a talent 
for  destruction  which  are  simply  sublime.  Alter 
our  supper,  when  I had  lit  my  pipe,  and  was 
settling  myself  to  read  my  newspaper,  Tommy 
remarked,  Fishing  is  grand  sporb,  father,  but 
do  you  not  think  it  somewhat  cruel.”  He  knows 
that  I have  been  a keen  angler  all  my  life,  and  a 
certain  twinkle  in  his  eye  warned  me  that  be  was 
try  in"  to  get  a rise  out  of  me,  so  I made  no 
answer.  “It  seems  to  me,”  he  added,  “ that  to 
thrust  a hook  through  the  eye,  or  perchance  the 
delicate  structure  of  the  gills,  which  I take  to  be 
the  breathing  apparatus  of  fishes,  must  cause 
intolerable  pain,  and  to  gloat  over  the  agonised 
struggles  of  the  poor  creature  who  is  fighting  for 


liberty  and  life  must  have  a demoralising  effect 
upon  the  angler.  I have,  therefore,  purchased 
with  the  shilling  you  so  kindly  gave  me  an 
illustrated  work  on  sea-fishing,  and  1 now  propose 
to  enter  on  the  study  of  that  work.  I feel  confident 
that  I may  look  to  you  for  advice  and  assistance 
should  I find  any  difficulties  which  I am  unanle 
to  solve.”  With  his  tongue  stuck  in  his  cheek 
he  sat  down  gravely  to  his  book.  “ borne,  come, 
Tommy,”  I answered,  “ no  more  of  your  Sandford 
and  Merton.  Read  your  book;  find  out  all  yon 
can  about  baits  and  tackle,  and  we  will  go 
a fishing  to-morrow.”  I am  sorry  to  say  that 
Tommy  has  studied,  and  has  at  his  fingers’  ends 
all  the  [conversations  in  Sandford  and  Merton, 
not  that  he  may  gain  wisdom  from  that  admirable 
book,  but  that  he  may  poke  fun  at  the  priggish 
boy,  and  still  more  priggish  tutor,  therein  de- 

Next  morning,  after  breakfast,  Tommy  could 
not  be  still  for  a moment.  He  was  mad  on  fish- 
ing. Having  no  change,  I gave  him  a sovereign, 
told  him  to  go  and  get  some  of  the  baits  men- 
tioned  in  his  book,  and  take  them  to  the  end  ot 
the  pier,  where  I would  meet  him  as  soon  as  1 
could  rig  up  some  tackle.  When  I reached  the 
trysting  place,  with  Nottingham  rod,  reel,  and 
some  tackle  which  I had  made  up  from  the  draw- 
ings in  the  book,  I found  him  almost  dancing 
with  impatience.  At  last  I was  able  to  put  the 
rod  into  his  hands.  The  tide  was  ebbing,  and 
carried  the  float  out  nicely.  We  neither  of  us 
knew  anything  of  sea-fishing.  I had  baited  one 
hook  with  a lug- worm,  and  another  with  the  beard 
of  an  oyster,  which  the  book  recommended.  For 
some  two  hours  he  fished  with  the  utmost 
patience,  and  had  two  bites.  Then  he  suggested 
that  I should  try,  and  he  would  bait  my  hooks 
for  me.  Almost  every  minute  or  two  he  advised 
that  I should  have  a fresh  bait.  The  book,  he 
said,  recommended  fresh  baits  for  sea  fishing. 
As  I was  fishing  more  for  his  amusement  than 
my  own,  I let  him  have  his  way,  but  must 
confess  I was  suprised  and  pleased  at  the  atten- 
tion which  he  showed  me.  However,  getting 
tired  of  fishing  and  never  getting  a bite,  I made 
him  put  on  a big  bait  on  each  hook,  handed  him 
the  rod,  and  said  he  should  have  one  more  good 
long  swim,  and  then  we  would  go  home  to 
luncheon.  The  tide  was  running  out  fast,  but 
just  at  the  end  of  the  pier  there  was  an  eddy 
between  the  two  streams.  I had  set  the  float  so 
as  to  fish  a few  feet  deeper  than  we  had  been 
doing  before.  It  travelled  nicely  round  and 
round  the  eddy,  and  just  as  it  was  getting  neai 
the  junction  of  the  two  tidal  streams,  down 
it  went  with  a steady  decisive  plunge,  which 
seemed  to  me  to  argue  a big  one.  “ Tighten  up 
steadily,  Tommy,  don’t  jerk,”  I said,  somewhat 
excitedly.  uX  ve  got  him,  cried  he.  The  rod 
bent  in  a splendid  arch,  and  the  fish  came  slowly 
towards  us  in  the  back  eddy  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  strong  stream.  It  was  plainly  something 
heavy.  “ Keep  it  in  the  eddy  ; don’t  let  it  get  into 
the  strong  stream  if  you  can  help  it,  Tommy,  I 
whispered.  My  fingers  itched  to  take  the  rod 
from  him,  but  I felt  it  would  be  a shame  to  do  so. 
Quickly  it  came  up  towards  us,  till  it  was  close 
under  our  feet,  but  it  was  too  deep  for  me  to  see 
it.  Suddenly  it  shot  out  into  the  strong  stream 
on  our  left,  and  dashed  seaward  at  a great  rate. 
Before  I had  time  to  shout  “ Give  it  line,’  Tommy 
had  done  so.  The  line  had  cut  his  finger,  and  he 
at  once  let  it  go  altogether.  Our  fish  ran  down 
the  stream,  the  Nottingham  reel  overran  a little, 
and  I thought  it  was  all  up.  But  as  good  luck 
would  have  it,  our  fish  came  back  into  the 
eddy  just  where  it  had  taken  the  bait.  I 
caught  hold  of  the  rod  and  set  the  reel  all 
right  as  soon  as  I could.  Then  felt  the  fish. 
It  was  heavy,  and  the  play  of  it  was  quite 
different  tc  anything  I had  ever  felt  before.  I 
made  up  my  mind  it  must  be  some  large  flat-fish. 
Handing  the  rod  back  to  Tommy  I urged  him  to 
be  careful,  and  hinted  at  turbot  for  dinner.  The 
boy  was  pale  with  excitement.  Again  the  same 
thing  happened.  The  fish  got  into  the  stream 
and  ran  out  line  at  a great  pace,  but  came  back 
into  the  eddy.  A third  time  it  got  into  the 
stream,  and  did  not  come  back  into  the  eddy. 
Steadily  it  sailed  out  to  sea.  “ Hold  on  all  you 
can,  Tommy,  I whispered  ; it  is  the  only  chance 
of  turning  him.”  Still  it  carried  out  line.  “ It  s 
coming  to  the  top,  father,  I shall  get  it  back  yet. 
There  was  a moment’s  suspense ; then  we  cried 
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simultaneously,  “ It’s  got  horns!  ” With  u wild 
plunge,  it  sank  again.  The  rush  of  tho  tide 
i ai  i ted  it  out  to  soa,  and  with  it  nearly  all  our 

no. 

It  was  tho  carcase  of  a sheep  which  had  boon 
drowned  up  tho  harbour. 

Slowly  and  sadly  we  wended  our  way  home  to 
luncheon.  To  boguilo  the  way  1 asked  Tommy 
tO'iici'iiuut  to  me  ior  tho  change  of  the  sovereign, 
< Inly  lbs. ; you  don’t  mean  that  you  spent  5s. 
on  bait  p ” 1 

Why,  you  see,  father,  I had  to  get  a dozon  and 
a half  oysters  for  tho  beards,  and  they  are 
expensive.” 

ihen  the  causo  of  his  great  diligence  and 
assiduity  in  baiting  my  hooks  dawned  upon  mo. 
le  is  very  fond  of  oysters,  and  whenever  a fresh 
bait  was  needed  ho  ate  the  oyster  and  brought 
me  tho  beard. 

J [pmmy,  I will  be  oven  with  you  for  this.” 

^ir,  I trust  you  will  be  just.  You  would  have 
eaten  some  of  tho  oysters  yourself  had  you  only 
thought  of  it.  Have  I not  heard  you  say  that 
when  fishing  with  crawfish  tails  on  the  Thames 
you  have  been  accustomed  to  regale  yourself 
with  the  other  part  of  that  excellent  crusta- 
cean p 

\Y  hat  could  I say.  I felt  it  was  time  for  Tommy 
to  go  back  to  school.  Next  day  we  tried  fishing 
from  a boat,  but  got  only  a few  little  fishes.  But 
the  old  boatman,  who  I fancy  did  really  under- 
stand sea-fishing — at  least,  his  lines  and  tackle 
were  beautifully  made,  and  he  used  fine  stuff — 
said  that  if  we  would  go  out  some  distance  to  a 
place  which  he  mentioned,  he  could  almost 
guarantee  us  some  sport.  So  I engaged  him  for 
the  next  day  if  it  should  be  fine. 

In  the  morning  I felt  symptoms  of  gout,  so 
determined  to  send  Tommy  with  the  old  man. 
When  we  got  down  to  the  place  from  which  the 
boats  started,  I told  the  old  man  that  I could  not 
go,  but  that  he  might  take  the  boy.  And  whilst 
the  boat  was  being  got  ready,  I told  Tommy  that 
he  might  run  and  get  himself  a dozen  oysters  to  eat 
with  his  luncheon.  Whilst  he  was  gone  on  his  mis- 
sion I whispered  some  instructions  to  the  boat- 
man, which  he  received  with  a chuckle  of  delight. 

^ key  s^arde(h  On  their  return  they  showed  a 
basket  of  fish,  on  which  I congratulated  them. 

“out  ti^e  °ysters  g°0(l,  Tommy?”  I asked. 

Uh,  father,  the  boatman  was  obliged  to  anchor 
the  boat  just  before  luncheon  time,  and  the 
beastly  thing  bobbed  about  in  such  a way  that  I 
was  quite  queer.  I tried  to  eat  an  oyster,  but  I 
won  t mention  the  result.  I have  not  been  able 
to  look  at  one  since.” 

Then  if  I were  to  eat  the  eleven  that  are  left 
we  should  be  about  even,  should  we  not, 
Tommy P ” 

The  smile  which  spread  over  the  boatman’s  face 
made  Tommy  suspicious  of  some  plot.  I should 
not  be  surprised  if  he  tries  to  get  one  ahead  of 
me  before  he  goes  back  to  school.  G.  H. 


$cofd)  ilofes. 

By  Mac. 

The  weather  in  Scotland,  at  present  unsettled, 
is  now  getting  colder  and  very  wintry-like.  Over 
much  of  the  Highland  range  snow  lies  pretty 
deep  on  the  higher  altitudes,  and  even  low  down 
in  some  quarters  the  second  fall  of  early  winter 
has  already  taken  place.  From  the  vast  quantity 
of  rain  which  has  fallen  since  the  middle  of 
October,  the  ground  is  thoroughly  saturated,  and 
the  springs  keep  in  strong  flow,  with  the  result 
that  in  most  quarters  the  rivers  and  streams  are 
running  in  round  early-winter  volume.  This  is 
not  regarded  as  a good  state  of  matters  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  early-season  salmon  and  grilse 
are  at  present  in  great  numbers  on  the  redds  of 
the  Highland  streams  and  rivers.  Most  persons 
who  are  interested  in  the  matter  would  have 
liked  to  see  a less  volume  of  water.  When  the 
volume  is  heavy  the  fish,  especially  the  smaller 
and  feebler  of  them,  take  to  the  outer  redds  to 
deposit  their  spawn,  hence  the  danger  from  floods 
to  the  ova  and  the  risk  of  frost  nipping  it  before 
hatching  out.  

Collectors  of  ova  for  hatcheries  are  busy  just 
now,  and  on  the  whole  are  being  fairly  successful. 
They  are  finding  plenty  of  ripe  fish,  which  are 


chiefly  grilse  and  spring-run  salmon.  Not  in  many 
districts  have  operations  yet  been  commenced 
for  securing  tho  ova  of  autumn  fish,  as,  except 
in  Tay  and  Spey,  hardly  any  of  the  large  late- 
running  fish  arc  quite  ripe  until  about  the  middle 
of  November;  at  least,  in  such  numbers  as 
collectors  who  wish  to  stock  up  quickly  and  fully 
desire  before  beginning  with  the  work. 

T have  previously  stated  that  with  tho  rising 
of  the  water — a dirty  rise — after  a long  spell  of 
drought,  sea  trout  swim  much  more  readily  than 
salmon  and  grilse.  At  various  points  on  a river 
(where  observation  can  be  made)  they  will  also 
be  found  to  be  first  forward,  not  that  they  swim 
faster,  but  because  they  leave  the  sea  sooner, 
and  swim  on  almost  continuously  in  a dirty 
and  coloured  water.  Red  salmon  in  the  river 
move  on  likewise,  but  more  slowly,  as  also 
do  the  grilse  which  had  previously  left  the 
sea.  But  no  appreciable  run  of  salmon  or  grilse 
(unless  with  a pretty  clear  rise)  takes  place  from 
thesea  until  signs  of  a clearingof  the  water  begins. 
Then  both  run  freely,  and  at  a greater  rate  than 
sea  trout,  for  a long  distance  at  least.  What  I 
mean  by  a long  distance,  is  any  distance  over 
thirty  or  forty  miles.  The  pace  that  fish  travel 
is  regulated  by  their  condition,  by  the  state  of 
the  water,  and  by  the  degree  of  facility  they  have 
for  travelling,  as  also  to  some  extent  by  the 
character  of  the  river  and  its  length.  To  speak 
of  what  pace  a fish  can  travel  is  all  sheer  bunkum. 
Some  may  not  go  (or  get)  through  twenty-four 
miles  of  water  in  twenty-four  days  in  early 
spring,  while  in  the  same  river  shoals  may  com- 
pass the  distance  mentioned  (and  do  compass  it 
as  I have  often  proved)  in  the  brief  space  of  eight 
hours.  Generalising  is  all  nonsense,  and  is  only 
indulged  in  by  those  who  argue  from  purely  local 
observation. 


Work  has  been  going  on  briskly  at  the  Solway 
fisheries  of  late,  and  the  main  hatchery,  which 
holds  upwards  of  2,000,000  of  ova,  was  filled  some 
time  ago,  and  the  second  hatchery  is  now  filling 
rapidly.  In  addition  to  the  large  stock  of  ova 
which  is  thus  being  incubated  for  sale,  a large 
quantity  is  being  planted  in  artificial  beds  to 
hatch  naturally.  When  planted  in  this  way  and 
protected  from  the  destructive  forces  of  Nature, 
a large  hatch  is  the  result.  It  is  pretty  well 
understood  that  naturally  90  per  cent,  of  the  eggs 
deposited  in  our  streams  are  destroyed  in  one  way 
or  another.  By  means  of  artificial  ova  beds,  over 
90  per  cent,  are  hatched.  Surely  this  is  stealing 
a march  on  Nature,  and  would  do  good  service  in 
some  of  our  streams.  

Some  time  ago  three  large  otters  were  trapped 
at  Mr.  Armiscead’s  fish  ponds,  one  of  them 
measuring  3ft.  3in.  in  length.  Before  they  were 
secured  they  had  done  damage  estimated  at  from 
£200  to  £300  in  one  pond  alone — one  hundred 
three-year-old  rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus)  had 
been  devoured,  and  a considerable  number  of 
large  breeding  fish  taken  from  some  other  ponds. 
Such  visits  as  these  are  no  joke,  and  we  do  not 
wonder  that  Mr.  Armistead  sets  traps  for  the 
marauders.  All  have  been  beautifully  mounted 
by  Mr.  Hugh  Mackay,  taxidermist,  Dumfries, 
and  tastefully  grouped  in  one  large  case,  which 
has  been  placed  in  the  entrance  hall  of  the 
“ Shanty,”  as  Mr.  Armistead  calls  his  delightful 
residence. 


A writer  in  the  Scotsman,  in  dealing  with  the 
subject  of  salmon  fishing — lawful  and  lawless — 
says: — In  1887  the  late  Government  (who  must 
be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  with- 
drawing the  gunboat)  appointed  a departmental 
commit! ee,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  to  inquire  into  the  administration  of 
Crown  rights  in  Scottish  salmon  fishings.  This 
committee  made  in  its  report  an  important  re- 
commendation. After  sketching  the  history  of 
the  lawless  proceedings  above  described,  and 
explaining  that  these  were  confined  to  the 
estuaries  of  the  Tweed  and  Solway,  it  advised 
that  in  future  Crown  fishings,  where  residents 
had  been  tacitly  permitted  to  fish  in  the  past, 
should  not  in  the  future  be  let  to  the  highest 
bidder,  but  that  such  local  men  should  be  allowed 
once  more  to  fish  on  payment  of  an  annual  licence. 
This,  it  was  pointed  out,  would  undoubtedly 
result  in  a loss  of  Revenue,  but  this  the 


committee  suggested  was  of  the  less  importance, 
seeing  that  the  total  gross  income  from  Crown 
fishings,  after  having  been  developed  to  the 
utmost,  amounted  to  less  than  £0000  per  annum. 
Huch  a course  it  was  believed  would  allay  the 
disturbance,  and  tend  to  put  an  end  to  illegal 
fishing  by  constituting  a body  of  legally  licensed 
fishermen.  The  Government  have  at  last  deter- 
mined to  give  effect  to  this  recommendation. 
Circulars  have  been  issued  among  fishermen  on 
the  coast,  stating  the  terms  on  which  licences  will 
be  granted,  setting  forth  the  limits  within  which 
fishing  may  be  carried  on  in  the  open  season,  and 
prescribing  (though  with  insufficient  precision) 
the  modes  of  fishing  permitted.  It  is  understood 
that  if  applications  for  licences  are  sufficiently 
numerous  to  justify  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  to  proceed,  the  Crown 
fishings  will  be  disposed  of  in  this  manner  in 
future.  It  is  certainly  a liberal  concession  to  a 
popular  demand  somewhat  rudely  enforced,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  fishermen  will  avail  them- 
selves of  it.  It  must  surely  prove  to  their 
interest  to  fish  in  an  orderly  manner,  without  let 
or  hindrance,  at  a season  when  salmon  are  in  the 
highest  condition  and  command  the  best  price, 
rather  than  pursue  a course  of  brigandage  and 
underhand  traffic,  receiving  no  more  than  sueh 
price  as  may  be  offered  for  stolen  goods.  The 
effect  on  the  stock  of  salmon  in  the  rivers 
is  not  likely  to  be  unfavourable.  One  powerful 
tacksman,  paying  a high  rent,  and  therefore 
exerting  every  known  appliance  to  catch 
fish,  is  likely  to  kill  far  more  fish  than  100 
men,  each  fishing  for  his  own  hand.  The 
Government  are  making  an  experiment  in  the 
endeavour  to  put  an  end  to  a scandalous  state  of 
things  to  which  their  predecessors  largely  con- 
tributed ; and  their  success  will  be  heartily 
wished  for  by  a large  section  of  the  public. 

A Northern  M.P.,  having  written  to  Mr.  Staf- 
ford Howard,  in  charge  of  the  land  revenues  of  the 
Crown  in  Scotland,  pointing  out  that  there  is 
only  one  fishing  in  Ross-shire  for  which  licences 
to  fishermen  with  drift  nets  to  fish  for  salmon 
may  be  obtained,  has  received  the  following 
reply:  ‘‘With  reference  to  your  letter  of  7th 
inst.,  on  the  subject  of  salmon  fishings  which 
have  been  recently  advertised  for  appli- 
cations for  licenses,  I am  directed  by  Mr. 
Stafford  Howard  to  explain  to  you  that  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  arrange  the  lots  as  freely  as 
he  would  hare  been  glad  to  do,  so  as  to  give  some- 
thing like  equal  opportunities  to  fishermen  all 
along  the  coast,  as  he  could  not  of  course  offer 
fishings  at  present  on  lease.  In  dealing  with 
leases  it  has  been  found  advantageous  to  divide 
the  coast  into  different  districts,  and  so  to  arrange 
that  all  fishings  in  a particular  district  should 
fall  out  of  lease  at  the  same  time.  It  so  happened 
that  those  in  the  Ross  and  the  Caithness  district 
do  not  fall  out  of  lease  this  year,  and  the  one  lot 
to  which  you  refer  was  the  only  fishing  in  Ross 
which  the  Department  was  free  to  deal  with.” 


Writeth  the  Mackay “ The  Dee  is  in  capital 
trim  for  gravid  fish  getting  on  to  the  redds,  and 
in  fine  volume  just  now,  and  likely  to  remain  so 
should  frosts  not  set  in  too  severely.  There  is  a 
fine  show  of  fish  in  the  middle  reaches,  and  I 
never  remember  seeing  so  many  spawning  fish 
working  on  the  redds  so  early  in  November  as 
I saw  at  the  Quethal  pool  on  Saturday  last. 
Reports  all  over  are  the  same  as  regards  the 
more  favoured  beds,  but  from  other  parts  about 
Banchory  there  is  not  the  same  appearance  of 
fish.  However,  there  is  a good  time  coming, 
as  the  season  is  yet  early.  The  water- 
side has  a very  deserted  appearance  just 
now  compared  with  what  it  had  a fort- 
night or  so  ago,  when  it  was  alive  with 
anglers  and  gillies  thirsting  for  Salmo  salar's 
blood.  But  the  battle  is  over,  and  peace  reigns 
supreme.  Only  the  silent  tread  of  the  bailiff 
breaks  the  stillness  of  the  scene.  Not  many 
heavy  fish  were  got  during  the  back-end.  Half- 
a-dozen  or  so  of  from  281b.  to  301b.  was  the  sum 
total  of  leviathans,  while  tho  number  of  small 
fish  was  abnormally  great.  There  were  lots  from 
131b.  to  161b.,  but  the  striking  peculiarity  all 
through  from  beginning  to  end  of  this  erratic  ’91 
has  been  the  great  proportion  of  really  under- 
sized salmon.  Another  characteristic  of  this 
comparatively  poor  season  was  tho  want  of  sport, 
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not  so  much  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  fish, 
as  the  difficulty  of  getting  a rise  when  they  were 
there.”  

With  what  tremendous  ups  and  downs  salmon 
angling  varies.  Three  autumns  ago  over  200  fish 
were  killed  in  the  season  on  the  nominally  free 
Burgh  water  of  the  Don  at  Kintore.  For  the  same 
season  only  a few  fish  were  got  on  the  free  water 
of  the  Deveron  at  Huntly— the  four  miles  which 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  so  generously 
throws  open  to  the  public.  During  the  past  back- 
end a friend  who  was  taking  notes  tells  me  that 
on  the  latter’s  fishery,  from  180  to  200  fish 
(salmon  and  grilse)  were  caught  by  anglers.  The 
Don  water  at  Kintore  for  the  same  period  did  not 
give  more  than  a dozen  fish.  Unlike  most  Scotch 
rivers,  the  Deveron  was  high  enough,  often  too 
high  during  the  season,  while  the  Don  until 
within  ten  days  of  the  finish-up  was  dead  low. 
That  the  fish  were  not  all,  or  nearly  all,  killed  in 
a fair  and  sportsmanlike  manner,  is  my  firm 
belief,  yet  a great  many  I know  personally  were 
caught  by  anglers  who  are  entirely  above 
suspicion  even  in  these  days  of  degenerate 
sporting  spirit.  

I have  received  from  a friend  some  particulars 
of  the  Deveron  back-end  angling  of  this  year, 
which  show  that  the  season  was  an  exceptionally 
good  one  on  that  fine  river.  That  it  was  so 
is  all  the  more  remarkable  in  that  the  autumn 
angling  was  an  almost  signal  failure  everywhere 
else,  bar  on  the  Ness— a failure  all  round  such  as 
has  not  come  under  the  notice  of  the  anglers  of  the 
present  day.  On  the  fine  stretches  of  Netherdale, 
Corniehaugh,  Mayson,  and  Laithers,  which  are 
unexcelled  for  early  trouting,  the  sport,  consider- 
ing that  the  water  was  frequently  out  of  order 
for  spating,  proved  very  gratifying  indeed.  The 
takes  I have  got  are:  Netherdale,  90;  Corniehaugh 
sections,  81 ; Laithers,  70  ; Edinglassie,  59,  and  so 
on.  Both  on  Laithers  and  Corniehaugh  the  takes 
were  records.  The  splendid  water  of  Mayen  is 
fished  by  the  proprietor— season  in  season  out — 
and  his  friends ; but  Corniehaugh,  Laithers,  and 
Netherdale,  all  equally  good  alike  for  salmon 
and  early  trouting,  are  invariably  let  to  sports- 
men, except  Laithers,  which  the  proprietor  fishes 
in  the  back-end.  “ Corniehaugn  sections  and 
Netherdale,”  my  friend  says,  “would  doubtless 
have  yielded  a good  many  more  fish  had  it  not 
been  that  Capt.  Maitland,  lessee  of  the  former, 
was  in  bad  health  and  not  able  to  fish,  and  that 
Mr.  Porter,  of  Corniehaugh,  was  only  able  to 
fish  a little  over  half  his  usual.”  I am  half  in 
the  mind  to  take  on  for  the  early  trouting 
one  of  these  charming  river  fisheries,  and 
be  done  with  autumn  salmon  angling  alto- 
gether. Every  autumn  is  more  or  less  a dis- 
appointment, and  foul  hooking  has  digusted 
me  with  salmon  angling.  It’s  hardly  worth 
the  trouble  to  fish  three  weeks— as  I did  in 
the  past  autumn— and  only  got  eleven,  although, 
except  one,  they  all  were  very  good.  I have 
firmly  resolved  never  again  to  fish  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  snatchers,  or  where  there  is  no 
chance  of  getting  fish  without  sea  lice,  or  the  marks 
of  sea  lice  on  them.  When  all  the  fish  are  off 
colour  it  is  poor  sport,  to  my  mind,  however 
great  the  catches  may  be.  I like  sport,  and  it  is 
only  the  bright  that  can  as  a rule  go  merrily, 
which  I make  them  do.  The  fun,  to  my  mind,  is 
taking  it  out  of  them  and  making  them  dance. 

I have  no  patience  with  those  who  go  fooling 
about  half-an-hour  or  more  getting  sport,  as  they 
callit„out  of  a red  fish  of  81b.  or  91b.  My  fish  of 
the  past  autumn  averaged  181b.,  and  the  average 
time  I took  to  land  them  was  under  ten  minutes 
— and  all  except  two  were  clean  as  new 
“ saxpences.”  

I heak  there  is  again  a talk  of  opening  up  the 
question  of  the  Don  dyke  obstructions.  Colonel 
Allardyce,  of  Colynoicb,  and  several  of  the  up- 
river proprietors  have  the  intention,  I believe,  of 
seeing  the  matter  carried  on.  I am  quite  sure 
the  millowners  have  legal  rights  entitling  them 
to  obstruct  the  whole  of  the  river  water  out  of 
its  natural  channel.  The  water  thus  diverted  is 
not  all  used  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Much 
of  it  is  wasted,  because  not  required  for  the 
mills,  and  because  it  is  taken  away  to  the  detri- 
ment, nay,  the  complete  stoppage,  of  the  salmon 
running  up  river. 


On  Wednesday  night  last  week  the  Tweed 
bailiffs  proceeded  to  sea  on  board  the  steam  tug 
Test  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  illegal 
salmon  nets  set  in  the  sea.  Of  the  nets  set 
they  captured  about  the  same  number  as  they 
did  on  their  last  visit,  twenty-five  in  all. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Trout 
Preservation  Association  of  Scotland  was  held 
the  other  day  in  Glasgow,  Mr.  John  Stewart  pre- 
siding. The  report  for  the  past  year  was  read 
and  adopted,  and  office-bearers  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  elected.  

The  Tweed  is  still  doing  little.  The  Annan 
rod  season  ended  in  the  middle  of  the  week. 


A TROUT-EATING  SNAKE. 

On  May  18, 1893,  while  trouting  in  Eollywort 
Brook,  Preston,  Conn.,  I was  witness  to  an 
incident  worthy  of  record.  Standing  on  the  bank, 

I was  in  the  act  of  making  a cast  in  a shallow 
pool  below,  when  the  sun  shone  forth,  disclosing 
the  bottom  of  the  pool  and  the  various  objects 
therein,  and  I saw  a trout  of  perhaps  |lb.  weight 
lying  head  up  stream  near  the  bank.  Checking 
the  cast,  with  my  gaze  on  the  fish,  I suddenly 
saw  a dark  streak  shoot  out  from  the  roots  that 
fringed  the  banks,  and  the  trout  disappeared. 
Then  a confused  squirming  something  appeared 
through  the  roil  and  debris  from  the  bottom. 
Moving  to  the  bank  directly  over  the  combatants, 
I looked  down  and  saw  the  trout  held  firmly  in 
the  mouth  of  a water  snake,  who  lay  with  tail 
tightly  coiled  around  a root.  The  snake,  by  a 
muscular  movement  of  the  body,  would  draw  the 
trout  nearly  under  the  bank,  when  the  trout,  by 
a rapid  use  of  head  and  tail,  would  recover  his 
lost  vantage,  and  stretch  the  snake  to  his  full 
extent.  And  thus  it  was  nip  and  tuck  between 
them.  Dropping  my  rod  on  the  bank  and 
wrapping  a hook  on  the  leader,  by  good  luck 
and  perseverance  I managed  to  hook  the  trout  by 
the  under  jaw  and  draw  him  to  the  surface. 
Even  then,  to  my  surprise,  the  snake  would  not 
release  his  prey,  but,  stretched  taut,  hung  on  like 
grim  death.  Reaching  back  I secured  a stick 
and  gave  him  a sound  rap  across  the  head,  where- 
upon he  released  his  hold  and  disappeared 
beneath  the  bank.  The  trout  apparently  had 
received  no  injury,  but  seemed  to  be  in  a state 
of  semi-insensibility  or  stupor,  or  what  you  will. 
I returned  him  to  the  stream,  but  in  twenty 
minutes  he  was  a dead  fish.— E.  M.  Brown  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 


the  British  Empire,  was  married  to  Mrs.  Nhbett, 
March  17,  1787 ; this  fact  being  attested  by  the 
entry  in  the  register  and  by  an  inscription  on  a 
tablet  erected  by  his  wife  on  the  south  side  of  the 
sanctuary.  All  citizens  of  the  British  Empire 
owe  Nelson  a perpetual  debt  of  gratitude;  and 
to  all,  irrespective  of  creed,  is  this  appeal  made 
not  to  allow  this  church,  so  intimately  connected 
with  his  life,  to  fail  into  ruin.  _ 

Subscriptions  from  the  West  Indies  will  be 
thankfully  received  by  Rev.  J.  Jones,  St.  George’s 
Rectory,  Nevis;  or  by  C.  Watson,  Esq.,  Cane 
Garden,  Nevis,  W.I. 

Subscriptions  in  England  may  be  sent  to  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Antigua, Fulbrook  House,  Grange- 
road,  Ealing,  W. ; or  to  Rev.  T.  Owen,  Christ 
Church  Vicarage,  Wellington,  Salop,  Commis- 
sary for  the  Diocese  of  Antigua. 

Antigua,  Sept.  10,  1894. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  entire 
approval  of  the  above  appeal  lor  restoring  St. 
John’s  Church  in  Nevis,  and  to  certify  to  the 
facts  stated  therein.  The  rector,  the  Rsv.  John 
Jones,  who  was  ordained  both  deacon  and  priest 
by  myself,  is  one  of  my  most  ba/rcbworking 
clergymen,  and  his  people  do  their  best  towards 
the  support  of  the  church.  In  helping  them 
people  are  helping  those  who  deserve  and  need 
help,  and  who  do  their  best  to  help  themselves. 

C.  J.  Branch  (Bishop  Coadjuter  of  Antigua). 


AN  APPEAL  FOR  FUNDS 

TO  RESTORE  THE 

CHURCH  NELSON  WAS  MARRIED  IN. 

PROPOSED  RESTORATION  OF  ST.  JOHN’S 
CHURCH,  NEVIS,  WEST  INDIES. 

Ax  Aiteal.— Wanted  £500. 

The  Rector  and  Vestry  of  St.  Johns  Church, 
Nevis,  make  an  earnest  appeal  for  help  to  restore 
this  ancient  and  historic  church,  one  of  the  oldest 
churches  in  the  British  dominions  outside  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  . 

The  roof  is  in  such  a bad  condition  that  it  has 
been  decided,  if  sufficient  funds  are  raised,  to  put 
on  an  entirely  new  roof,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
build  a small  chancel,  which  will  render  it  possible 
to  make  some  desirable  alterations  in  the  internal 
arrangements  of  the  church,  while  providing 
additional  sitting  accommodation. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  £o00  will  be 
required  for  these  improvements.  It  is  thought 
that  a public  appeal  is  justified  by  the  following 
facts : , 

1.  The  church  has  no  endowment  whatever,  ana 
the  ministrations  of  religion  are  dependent  for 
their  continuance  on  the  voluntary  support  of  the 
people,  the  majority  of  whom  are  very  poor,  most 
of  them  being  black  labourers,  whose  wages  do 
not  average  more  than  5s.  per  week.  The  utmost 
of  our  efforts  locally  will  not  result  in  collecting 
more  than  £100,  leaving  £400  to  be  provided  by 
outside  contributions. 

2.  This  church  is  of  more  than  local  interest. 
It  was  here  that  Nelson,  the  great  naval  hero  of 


ONE  MAN’S  LOSS  ANOTHER’S  GAIN. 

Reading  Val  Conson’s  pleasant  article  on 
“Olives,  &c„”  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  reminds  me 
of  an  adventure  I had  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
which  he  refers.  Some  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
ago,  being  resident  there,  I used  often  to  fish  the 
river  which  V.  O.  designates  as  the  main  river, 
fishino-  generally  from  the  east  or  left  bank,  then 
rented  by  John  Hammond.  I had  noticed  a 
fine  trout  about  200  yards  above  the  hut, 
Piscatoribus  sacrum,  lying  close  to  my  near  bank, 
just  below  a tuft  of  rushes  that  grew  thereon 
and  hung  partly  over  the  stream.  I had  tried 
him  often  without  success,  and  one  evening  I 
determined  1 would  have  a regular  set  at  him.  I 
took  a light  rod,  one  of  the  sort  that  Davis 
(Farlow’s  old  manager)  used  to  call  a duck  rod, 
from  the  circumstance  that  a lady  to  whom  one 
was  shown  exclaimed,  “ What  a little  duck  of  a 
rod  1 ” The  other  tackle  was  similarly  light.  1 
went  straight  up  to  the  spot,  and  sure  enough 
there  was  the  trout,  going  out  on  his  usual  walk, 
as  I used  to  call  it,  that  is,  he  would  leave  his 
usual  holt,  or  lair,  and,  rising  every  foot  or  so  as 
he  went,  go  up  stream  about  ten  yards,  keeping 
near  the  bank  all  the  way  and  return,  rising  once 
or  twice  as  he  came  down,  and  settle  down  tor  a 
little  while,  and  then  walk  out  again  as  before. 

It  was  a warm  evening  in  July,  the  sun  going 
down  but  still  shining  brightly,  straight  in  my 
face  so  that  my  shadow  did  not  fall  on  the  water  ; 

I put  up  a light  fly  of  Hammond’s,  something  like 
a little  Garter,  and  after  getting  the  distance, 
made  my  cast.  It  was  a rather  awkward  back- 
handed  throw,  up  stream,  but  I managed  pretty 
well,  and  I got  my  fly  well  up  and  the  right  dis- 
tance, but  unfortunately  a little  too  close  to  the 
bank,  and  the  fly  passed  over  a rush  which  ex- 
tended out  a foot  or  so  from  the  bank,  and  the 
gut  was  stayed  there  by  the  little  blossom  on  the 
rush,  so  that  the  fly  dangled  over  and  ]ust 
touched  the  water ; the  rest  of  my  cast  lay  on 
some  more  of  the  rushes,  and  along  the  grass, 
and  on  the  bank,  and  touching  the  water  occa- 
sionally. It  was  an  awkward  position.  1 was 
afraid  to  attempt  another  cast,  as  in  withdrawing 
the  fly  I should  in  all  probability  catch  the  rush 
and  have  to  go  up  and  clear  it,  or  at  all  events, 
so  shake  the  herbage  on  the  bank  as  to  put  the 
fish  down;  I therefore  thought  it  best  to  let  the 
fly  hang,  and  ponder  over  the  situation  a little. 
The  fish  started  for  another  walk,  and  went  up, 
and  coming  down  he  picked  up,  or  rather  down, 
my  fly,  and  I struck  him,  and  there  was  a ively 
commotion.  He  dragged  my  cast,  &c.,  oil  the 
rush  and  bank,  and  dashed  right  across  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river  as  though  he 
meant  going  on  to  the  path  there.  I kept  what 
pressure  I could  on  him,  and  after  a time  he  came 
I back  into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  which  was 
deep,  and  thera  began  boring  down,  head  first , 
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but  lie  did  not  succeed  in  getting  into  any 
material  weed,  and  1 led  him  gontly  down  stream, 
and  was  proceeding  vory  comfortably,  as  I 
thought.  Hut,  happening  to  look  back  up  stream, 
I was  horrilied  to  see  coming  round  the  corner 
above  a whole  mass  of  weeds  in  bunches,  such  as 
Hammond  used  lo  call  “pianofortes  and  tea 
tables."  Somo  of  the  people  above  had  raised 
their  hatches  and  lot  the  accumulations  down.  1 
could  not  hurry  tlio  fish,  as  my  tackle  was  so 
light,  and,  of  course,  directly  ho  became  aware 
that  1 wanted  him  to  go  down  stream,  he  insisted 
upon  going  up,  and  1 could  only  submit  and  wait 
events.  The  weeds  came  down.  I dodged  the 
first  two  or  three  lumps,  but  then  the  fish  got 
my  gut  into  a big  one,  and  there  ho  was  a foot  or 
two  bolow  and  my  gut  hung  up.  Still  I held  or, 
and  as  thq  river,  a little  below,  turned  westward, 
I thought  tho  weeds  might  come  in  towards  the 
sido,  and  I might  get  my  landing  not  under  tho 
fish.  1 know  ho  was  well  hooked;  moreover  1 
found  I was  gently  drawing  the  weeds  in  shore- 
wards.  So  wo  went  on  until  we  came  down 
to  the  turn,  and  there  I got  him  nearly  tired 
out  and  within  reach,  and  put  my  landing, 
net  out  into  the  water.  The  fish  saw  it  and 
made  a desperate  rush  which  I could  not  stop, 
and  he  ran  my  gut  down  through  the  weeds  till  it 
came  to  the  knot  fastening  it  to  the  line,  which 
caught  in  the  weed,  and  then  there  was  a strain 
and  a snap,  and  away  went  the  fish,  and  I saw 
him  go  across  the  river  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lump  of  weed  with  a wave  like  a small  torpedo. 
I think  I may  well  draw  a veil  over  the  next  few 
moments  and  say  Tableau ! Curtain  ! End  of 
Act  1.  The  weeds  were  still  coming  down,  so  I 
went  home  lamenting. 

The  next  day  I met  the  good  doctor,  who, 
as  everybody  knows,  is  one  of  the  best  of 
fishermen  and  kindest  of  friends,  and  always 
ready  for  a fishirig  tale.  I detailed  my  woes, 
gave  him  full  particulars  of  the  fray,  where- 
abouts, Ac.  He  laughed  heartily,  and  on  my 
saying  I was  sure  the  fish  weighed  31b , 
replied  : “ Oh  yes,  the  fish  that  get  off  are  always 
the  best,"  shook  hands,  shrugged  his  shoulders, 
and  departed.  I resolved  within  myself  “ I’ll  get 
that  fish  yet,”  and  determined  to  give  him  a week 
or  so’s  rest  and  then  go  up  again  for  him. 
However,  some  three  or  four  days  after,  in  the 
evening,  my  servant  came  in,  “A  note  from  the 
doctor,  sir,”  and  there  was  an  envelope  addressed 
to  me  in  pencil,  and  under  the  address  was 
written  : “ Do  you  know  it,”  and  inside  was  my 
fly  with  the  gut  3ft.  3in.  long  (I  have  just 
measured  it)  attached.  The  inference  was  obvious, 
and  I am  afraid  I said  “ Confound  that  Doctor.” 

I met  him  a day  or  two  after,  and  he  with  a merry 
twinkle  said,  “ Yes  ; I thought  y ou  ought  to  have 
your  fly  back.  I had  the  fish,  he  weighed  31b.  5oz., 
and  was  a real  good  one.” 

I tcld  the  tale  to  an  old  sportsman,  a mutual 
friend,  row  gone  to  rest,  and  I have  often  since 
had  pleasant  chaff  from  him  and  other  friends 
about  " 'that  big  trout  of  yours  which  the  Doctor 
caught.” 

I have  some  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the 
good  Doctor’s  son  who  actually  caught  the  fish. 
However,  the  result  was  the  same  to  me,  and  1 
can  only  say  : Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat. 

I carefully  preserve  that  fly  and  yard  of  gut,  in 
memoriam.  Civis. 


SOME  CAPITAL  FLOATING  FLIES. 


Mr.  Charles  Laight,  fishing  rod  and  tackle 
maker,  of  Crabb’s  Cross,  Redditch,  called  upon 
ns  theother  day  to  show  samples  of  his  lake  trout 
flies  and  small  fixes  on  eyed  hooks  for  dry  fly  work 
with  divided  wings.  We  told  Mr.  Laight  that  to 
all  appearance  the  flies  were  first-rate,  and  if 
they  would  stand  actual  fishing  well  they  would 
hold  their  own  on  any  dry  fly  water — they 
certainly  look  as  if  they  would.  The  price  is  2s. 
a dozen  retail,  and  wholesale  to  the  trade,  and 
Mr.  Laight  both  dresses  to  pattern  and  supplies 
the  regular  standards.  If  ho  keeps  up  to  the 
samples  he  left  with  us  his  flies  are  bound  to 
have  a steady  sale. 


The  Second  Volume  of  Social  England,  pub- 
lished a short  time  ago  by  Messrs.  Cassell  and 
Co.,  is  already  being  reprinted. 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  OF  1ZAAK 
WALTON  IN  LONDON. 


The  following  sums  have  been  received  or  pro- 
mised towards  the  Memorial  Window  by  Mr. 
Marston,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of 
tho  Fund: — 

e n,  a. 

Bkkerstetii,  Robert 2 2 0 

Caxtonjan  Angling  Society  (per 

W.  H.  Cato,  hon.  sec  ) 1 1 0 

Central  Association  (per  W.  J. 

Wade,  sec.)  2 2 0 

Jennings,  H.  E 0 5 0 

Lycii  norite  Angling  Society 

(per  J.  E.  Griffiths,  hon.  see.)  0 10  0 

Marston,  R.  B 3 3 0 

Marston,  Mrs.  R.  B 2 2 0 

Marston,  A.  Walton 1 1 0 

Marston,  R.  Leslie  1 1 0 

Piscatorial  Society  (per  R.  S. 

Fennings,  hon  sec.)  2 2 0 

Tiiurloyv,  James 0 10  0 

Acknowledged  on  Nov.  3 ...  78  G 6 


£91  G 0 


THE  ROACH  AND  THE  RUDD. 


That  the  roach  and  the  rudd  resemble  each 
other  in  appearance  will  not  be  denied.  Large 
numbers  of  anglers  are  unable  to  discriminate 
between  the  two.  Some  of  those  in  doubt  may 
resort  to  the  tedious  and  not  altogether  certain 


mode  of  determining  the  one  from  the  other  by 
counting  the  fin  rays. 

The  universally  adopted  standard  is  as  follows : 
Roach. 

Pectoral,  10  fin  rays  ; ventral,  9 ; anal,  12  ; tail 
(or  caudal),  19  ; dorsal,  10. 

Rudd. 

Pectoral,  12  fin  rays;  ventral,  9;  anal,  12;  tail 
(or  caudal),  19  ; dorsal,  10. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  number  of  fin  nays 
in  the  two  species  varies  only  in  the  pectoral  fin. 


The  following  differing  features  will  also  prove 
of  assistance  in  distinguishing  the  one  from  tho 
other.  Tho  mouth  of  the  roach  is  small  and 
pretty,  that  of  the  rudd  large  and  coarse.  In  the 
former  the  lips  are  even  ; in  the  latter  the  upper 
lip  protrudes. 

But  the  most  certain  test  is  the  position  of  the 
back  (or  dorsal)  fin. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  illustrations  (which, 
by  tho  way,  were  drawn  and  engraved  on  wood 
expressly  for  the  Fishing  Gazelle)  that  the 
position  of  the  back  fin  of  the  roach  is  nearly 
directly  over  the  belly  fin,  and  at  the  same 
distance  from  the  eye.  That  of  the  rudd  is  much 
further  from  the  eye  than  the  belly  fin,  and  slopes 
backward  at  a sharper  angle. 


LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT. 


By  A.  N.  Cheney,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 

It  is  generally  known,  I think,  that  the  U.S. 
Eish  Commission  is  erecting  a hatchery  in  the 
State  of  Vermont,  and  of  this  establishment  Com- 
missioner McDonald  writes:  “The  development 
of  the  Vermont  station  will  be  exclusively  with 
reference  to  work  with  the  Salmonidce,  the  species 
handled  being  the  landlocked  salmon,  the  Eastern 
brook  trout,  the  European  brook  trout,  the  rain- 
bow trout,  and  the  Loch  Leven  trout.  To  this 
series  we  will  probably  add  the  black-spotted 
trout.” 

The  common  brook  trout  of  Europe  is  called 
in  Great  Britain  brown  or  yellow  trout,  and  in 
this  country  it  is  known  as  brown  trout,  or  Yon 
Behr  trout,  the  name  given  to  it  by  the  U.S.  Fish 


Commission  in  honour  of  the  donor  of  the  first 
eggs  sent  to  the  Commissson  ; and  it  is  further 
known,  inappropriately,  as  German  brown  trout. 
The  Loch  Leven  trout  is  found  in  a lake  of  the 
same  name  in  Scotland,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
as  a game  fish. 

Some  years  ago  I examined  some  Loch  Leven 
and  some  brown  trout  in  ponds  sido  by  side  at 
tho  Cold  Spring  Harbour  Station  of  the  Now 
York  Fish  Commission,  and  could  discover  no 
dilforence  between  them,  and  from  that  time  to 
this  1 have  been  frying  to  find  out  if  any 


The  Roach  (Leuciscus  rutilus). 


The  Rerun  (Leuciscus  enjthrnptluilmus) . 
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difference  really  existed.  Dr.  John  D.  Quacken- 
bos,  of  New  York  City,  who  has  fished  Loch 
Leven,  and  who  was  the  first  individual  to  pur- 
chase Loch  Leven  trout  eggs  to  stock  American 
waters,  wrote  me : 

American  Testimony.  * 

“ My  comment  on  the  Loch  Leven  matter  is 
that  there  are  two  distinct  trout  in  Loch  Leven  ; 
the  handsome  native  charr  known  to  tradition 
'have  become  extinct.  One  species  of  trout  is  the 
common  fario  or  brown  trout  of  Europe  ; the 
other  is  a silvery,  black- spotted  land-locked  sea 
trout.  No  angler  cares  for  the  brown  trout  in 
the  loch,  all  are  eager  for  the  silvery  beauty.  It 
is  the  presence  of  this  fish  that  enables  Sir 
Graham  Montgomery  to  lease  the  water  to  the 
Loch  Leven  Angling  Association  for  £'1000 
annually,  and  the  company  to  pay  a dividend  of 
10  per  cent,  to  its  shareholders.  For  centuries 
the  Salmo  levenensis  has  ranked  far  above  all 
other  trout  in  Britain,  and  it  is  now  regarded  as 
the  descendant  of  an  anadromous  fish  whose 
means  of  communication  with  the  ocean  was 
suddenly  cut  off  by  some  convulsion  of  nature, 
and  whose  acclimatisation  in  Loch  Leven  was 
thus  rendered  compulsory.  The  Loch  Leven 
trout  attains  a weight  of  101b  ; the  ordinary 
brown  trout  of  the  loch  rarely  reaches  21b.  When  I 
hear  peopletalking  of  buyingLoch  Leven  eyed  ova 
at  Howietoun  Fishery,  and  bringing  them  to 
America  and  hatching  them,  and  having  them 
turn  out  common  brown  trout,  I simply  remark, 
* You  did  not  get  Loch  Leven  ova.’  There  is  as 
much  difference  between  fario  and  levenensis  as 
exists  between  a Kentucky  thoroughbred  and  a 
mule.  He  who  has  caught  both  will  appreciate 
the  comparison.” 

Doubtless  it  was  such  testimony  as  this,  for 
Dr.  Quackenbos  stands  not  alone  regarding  the 
superiority  of  one  trout  over  the  other  as  they 
are  found  in  the  loch,  that  has  encouraged  our 
National  and  State  Fish  Commissions  to  propa- 
gate and  distribute  the  Loch  Leven  trout  in  the 
waters  of  this  country.  I procured  some  Loch 
Leven  fry  on  several  occasions,  planted  them,  and 
they  turned  out  to  be  brown  trout,  exactly  as 
they  did  at  the  Long  Island  hatchery,  and  this 
was  further  incentive,  if  any  was  needed,  to  find 
if  possible  just  what  we  are  planting  under  the 
name  of  Loch  Leven  trout. 

I applied  to  Mr.  Marston  in  London  to  aid  me, 
and  he  sent  me  a letter  from  an  English  fish- 
breeder  who  rears  the  Loch  Leven  and  brown 
trout  in  his  ponds,  and  who  said  he  could  dis- 
cover no  difference  between  them,  either  in 
colouring  or  markings.  Later  Mr.  Marston  wrote 
me  again  on  the  subject  as  follows  : 

English  Testimony. 

“ At  Loch  Leven  I have  seen  the  silvery  trout 
(delicious  eating)  and  the  ordinary  spotted  trout 
like  other  S.  fario.  The  only  trout  sold  as  Loch 
Leven  are  like  8.  fario  more  than  sea  trout,  and 
Sir  James  Maitland  has  stocked  Loch  Leven  for 
many  years  now  with  these  so-called  Loch 
Levens,  which  I think  must  be  a cross  between 
the  descendent  of  the  sea  or  white  trout  which 
became  landlocked  early  in  this  century,  or  com- 
paratively early.  The  present  Loch  Levens  have 
a peculiar  green  shade  on  the  back  when  you 
look  down  on  them  in  the  water  in  a can.  I have 
never  seen  any  of  the  silvery  Loch  Leven  fish  in 
any  lots  I have  bought  from  Sir  James  or  from 
Mr.  Andrews.  I will  ask  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth ; 
he  is  the  champion  Loch  Leven  angler,  and  some- 
thing of  a naturalist,  and  may  help  us.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  Dr.  Quackenbos  and 
Mr.  Marston  both  refer  to  a silvery  trout  as 
being  the  type  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout  in  its 
natural  habitat.  In  this  country  I have  been 
able  to  learn  of  but  one  instance  where  the  Loch 
Leven  trout  retain  this  silvery  appearance 
beyond  the  fry  stage  of  their  existence.  This 
is  in  the  famous  Castalia  Creek  in  Ohio.  Mr. 
H.  C.  Bowman,  a member  of  the  Castalia  Club, 
has  told  me  that  the  Loch  Leven  trout  planted 
in  that  stream  “ have  a blue  silvery  sheen  without 
any  black  spots.”  Brown  trout  in  the  same 

* As  I have  explained,  I have  been  gathering  informa- 
tion about  this  trout  for  some  time,  searching  in  every 
possible  direction.  The  letter  from  which  I quote  is 
not  dated  with  the  year,  but  I believe  it  was  written 
early  in  1894,  and  possibly  Dr.  Quackenbos  may  wish  to 
revise  it  in  the  light  of  more  recent  information  on  the 
subject. 


stream  are  in  colour  and  general  appearance 
identically  as  they  arc  found  in  other  waters,  here 
and  abroad.  Whether  the  Loch  Leven  trout 
retain  this  silvery  appearance  and  lack  the  red 
spots  beyond  a certain  age,  even  in  Castalia 
Creek,  I do  not  know,  and  in  what  follows  it 
is  well  to  remember  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Bowman 
wrote  me  the  Loch  Leven  trout  had  not  been  long 
established  in  Castalia.  The  following  is  what 
Mr.  Malloch  reported  to  Mr.  Marston  : 

Scotch  Testimony. 

“ In  answer  to  your  query  as  to  whether  there 
are  two  sorts  of  trout  in  Loch  Leven,  the  ordinary 
brown  trout  and  the  silvery  fellow  like  the  sea 
trout,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  which 
extends  over  twenty  years,  there  is  no  difference 
in  the  appearance  of  the  trout  that  are  taken. 
The  young  from  an  ounce  up  to  nearly  a pound 
are  all  silvery,  thickly  covered  with  dark  spots, 
and  greenish  on  the  back.  After  these  trout 
have  been  up-stream,  spawned,  and  returned 
to  the  loch,  they  have  lost  their  silvery 
appearance,  and  have  become  more  yellow. 
They  also  change  their  habits  in  rising  to  the 
aDgler’s  fly,  the  silvery  ones  seldom  rising  on  the 
same  day  as  the  yellow  ones.”  (It  will  be  noted 
that  Mr.  Malloch  speaks  of  the  “yellow  ones,” 
and  I have  observed  that  in  England  the  common 
is  called  brown  trout,  and  in  Scotland  it  is 
generally  called  yellow  trout.) 

“ Both  the  food  and  water  they  are  reared  in 
have  a great  effect  in  changing  their  colour  and 
appearance.  As  to  your  fancying  the  trout  now 
being  a cross  between  the  original  inhabitants 
and  the  trout  which  have  been  put  in  since  the 
lake  became  landlocked,  I cannot  think  it  can  be 
correct.  None  have  been  introduced  to  mv 
knowledge  since  1874,  and  if  there  had  been  I 
would  have  heard  of  it.” 

Mr.  Malloch  then  quotes  from  Mr.  Day’s 
“ British  and  Irish  Salmonidce  : ” “ Mr.  David 
Marshall,  of  Kinross,  remarks  that  the  date  of 
the  connection  of  the  late  Mr.  Campbell  Marshall, 
his  father  and  himself  as  tacksmen  of  Loch  Leven 
begins  with  Sept.  1,  1839,  and  ends  with  Sept.  1, 
1874,  and  that  no  such  piece  of  work,  i.e.,  restock- 
ing Loch  Leven  from  other  waters,  was  done 
during  those  years,  and  if  anything  had  been  done 
previously,  they  were  sure  to  have  known  it.” 

Mr.  Malloch  continues  : “ What  is  a pure  Loch 
Leven  ? I think  this  requires  yet  to  be  proved. 
I have  never  believed  Loch  Leven  trout  to  be  a 
distinct  species.  No  two  lochs  in  Scotland  hold 
trout  alike  in  appearance,  and  Loch  Leven  is  no 
exception  to  the  others.  I am  perfectly  certain  that 
if  Loch  Leven  and  its  tributaries  were  depleted  of 
their  trout  to-morrow,  and  others  introduced  from 
wherever  you  like,  in  a short  time  you  would 
have  the  same  class  of  trout  as  are  now  in  it.  It 
is  the  rich  feeding  and  the  shallowness  of  the 
loch  that  alter  the  appearance  both  internally 
and  externally.  Whenever  the  lochs  are  shallow, 
have  clear  water  and  rich  feeding,  the  trout 
assumes  the  appearance  of  Loch  Leven  trout. 
In  several  lochs  in  Sutherland  where  this  is  the 
case,  we  find  trout  one  could  scarcely  distinguish 
from  those  of  Loch  Leven.  Take,  for  instance, 
Loch  Slatel,  Loch  Leer,  Loch  Ooorach,  and  Loch 
Crospuill,  where  the  trout  are  even  better  shaped 
than  Loch  Leven  fish.  Also  in  Loch  Stennis,  in 
Orkney,  and  in  many  of  the  tidal  rivers,  they 
take  on  the  same  markings  as  those  of  Loch 
Leven.  Then,  again,  in  Loch  Mulach-Corrie,  the 
trout  look  more  like  a distinct  species  than  Loch 
Leven  trout,  and  yet  they  are  nothing  else  than 
ordinary  trout  altered  in  shape  and  colour  by  the 
nature  of  the  feeding  found  there. 

“ Many  thousands  of  Loch  Leven  trout  have 
been  distributed  over  the  lochs  of  Sutherland 
during  the  past  few  years.  Many  of  the  lochs 
into  which  they  have  been  introduced  I have 
fished  year  after  year,  and  I have  never  yet  been 
able  to  tell  the  one  from  the  other,  nor  have  I 
met  any  other  angler  that  has,  which  shows  that 
they  have  adapted  themselves  to  their  environ- 
ment, and  have  become  the  same  as  their 
neighbours.” 

Thus  far  the  testimony  that  I have  presented 
upon  this  subject  has  been  that  of  anglers, 
except  as  Mr.  Malloch  speaks  as  a naturalist. 
The  very  conditions  mentioned  by  Mr.  Malloch 
as  necessary  to  produce  the  colouring  of  Loch 
Leven  trout  doubtless  exist  in  Castalia  Creek, 
which  is  noted  for  its  rich  food.  Elsewhere,  so 


far  as  I can  find,  the  Loch  Leven  trout  develop 
the  red  spots  and  the  general  colour  and  appear- 
ance of  the  brown  trout. 

Testimony  of  a Scientist. 

Dr.  Francis  Day,  who  carefully  examined  the 
Loch  Leven  trout,  aud  had  every  facility  for  a 
thorough  comparison  of  this  fish,  and  the  brown 
trout  placed  at  his  disposal  by  Sir  James  Mait- 
land, was  one  of  the  greatest  of  English  ichthyo- 
logists, and  his  opinion  upon  the  question  of 
species  should  be  conclusive.  Dr.  Day  says  in 
his  Salmonidse,  page  224:  “Having  thus  seen 
that  in  its  (the  Loch  Leven  trout)  external  form 
either  the  differences  which  have  been  stated  to 
exist  between  this  fish  and  the  brook  trout  [fario) 
are  erroneous,  or  else  they  are  liable  to  alteration 
when  the  fish  is  removed  to  another  locality, 
I think  all  must  admit  that  such  unstable  differ- 
ences are  insufficient  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
stituting species.” 

Dr.  Parnell  has  said:  “ The  Loch  Leven  trout 
has  never  any  red  spots.”  Dr.  Day  in  commen  t- 
ing  upon  this  says : “ That  these  fish  are 

generally  without  red  spots  up  to  a certain  age  is 
of  very  common  occurrence.  ...  As  the  fish 
becomes  older  three  main  types  of  colour  are 
observable,  a slaty  or  greenish  gray,  becoming 
lighter  beneath,  and  the  upper  two-thirds  of  the 
body  and  the  dorsal  fin  spotted  with  black, 
and  the  fins  are  generally  grayish  black. 
This  form  of  colour  is  prevalent  up  to  the  end  of 
the  fourth  season,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as 
equivalent  to  the  silvery  stage  of  the  salmon 
smolt,  or  grilse,  but  I have  never  seen  one 
over  four  years  of  age  continuing  this  livery. 
The  second  is  that  of  an  older  form,  and  a 
general  purplish  golden,  densely  covered  with 
black  spots,  among  which  some  red  ones  are 
usually  to  be  seen.  . . . The  third  form 

. . . which  consists  of  under  - sized  fish 
. . . have  the  colours  of  the  brook  (brown) 
trout  with  orange  tipped  adipose  dorsal  fins.” 
Dr.  Day  relates  that  a lot  of  yearling  Loch 
Leven  trout  taken  from  the  same  hatching  were 
placed  in  two  prepared  ponds,  each  furnishing 
different  food  in  the  main,  although  some  kinds 
of  food  were  common  to  both.  In  two  and  a 
half  years’  time  the  fish  were  removed,  and 
“ very  great  differences  were  perceptible  both 
in  size  and  colour  among  these  two  sets  of 
fishes ; those  in  the  upper  pond  being  silvery 
with  a few  black  spots,  whereas  those  in  the 
lower  pond  were  of  much  larger  size,  covered 
with  spots,  and  having  purple  and  gold  reflec- 
tions.” It  now  seems  to  me  plain  that  the  Loch 
Leven  trout  are  nothing  more  than  the  brown 
trout  with  colour  and  characteristics  due  to 
environment  and  food,  and  this  being  so,  there 
is  just  as  much  necessity  for  the  exercise  of 
care  and  judgment  in  planting  Loch  Leven  trout 
with  our  native  trout  as  there  is  in  planting 
the  brown  trout. 

The  necessity  of  furnishing  food  for  fish,  if 
they  are  to  be  at  their  best,  is  becoming  better 
understood  by  our  anglers  (fishculturists  have 
long  realised  the  importance  of  it),  and  in  some 
instances  they  are  acting  upon  this  knowledge. 
Dr.  Day  mentions  the  food  in  the  two  prepared 
ponds  already  referred  to.  Both  ponds  contained 
small  crustaceans,  hut  the  pond  containing  the 
larger  trout  contained  the  larva  of  Hphemeridce 
and  the  American  weed  Anacharis  (water  thynes), 
and  stonewort,  with  water  crowfoot  on  the  sur- 
face, which  were  not  found  in  the  pond  with  the 
smaller  trout.  Apparently  the  English  fish 
breeders  appreciate  the  value  of  food  for  fish- 
more  than  we  do.  I have  a price  list  before  me 
of  a Scotch  fishculturist,  in  which  over  fifty 
different  aquatic  plants  are  offered  for  sale  for 
stocking  fish  ponds. 


Cassell’s  Family  Magazine  enters  upon  its 
21st  year  of  publication  with  the  part  issued  on 
the  26th  inst.,  and  henceforth  the  price  will  be 
sixpence  per  month  instead  of  sevenpence,  as 
hitherto.  Amongst  the  contributions  which  will 
appear  in  the  December  part  are,  a new  serial 
story,  by  L.  T.  Meade,  entitled,  “The  Voice  of 
the  Charmer  ” ; short  stories  by  J.  M.  Barrie 
and  Anthony  Hope ; “ The  Cabinet  and  its 

Secrets,”  by  Sir  Wemyss  Reid ; and  an  illus- 
trated article  on  the  hats  and  bonnets  worn  by 
the  Princess  of  Wales. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  <k 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tho  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thamos  ot  any 
of  tho  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  given  bolow 

S30  min.  for  Cholsoa.  1 55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  „ „ Richmond. 

45  ,,  „ Hammer-  Add  ) 85  ,,  ,,  Twioken- 

emith.  I ham. 

50  ,,  ,,  ItarnoH.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Toddington 

Example  : — If  it  iH  high  water  at  2 o’olock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Toddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  np-stroam  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  ok  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov. 

17 

4.  K .... 

4.31 

Sunday,  ,, 

IK 

...  4.55  .... 

5.20 

Monday,  ,, 

1!) 

5.49  .... 

6.19 

Tuesday  ,, 

20 

6.52  .... 

7.28 

Wednesday,  ,, 

21 

8.  5 .... 

Thursday,  ,, 

22 

9.25  .... 

10.  0 

Friday,  ,, 

23 

10.32  .... 

11.  3 

High  Water 

at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov. 

17 

4.48  .... 

5.11 

Snndav,  „ 

18 

5.35  .... 

6.  0 

Monday,  ,, 

19 

6.29  .... 

6.59 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— Towards 
the  end  of  last  week  there  was  every  prospect  of  the 
river  getting  into  condition  for  the  punt  anglers,  and 
some  few  availed  themselves  of  it,  but  where  the  heavy 
rain  of  Sunday  night  and  Monday  had  caused  the  water, 
which  was  before  very  high,  to  rise  about  six  inches, 
there  appeared  little  or  no  chance  for  the  anglers  getting 
on  the  river  for  some  time.  Since  then  there  has  been 
more  rain  with  a further  supply  of  water,  and  what  the 
river  is  now  can  be  better  imagined  than  described. 
One  thing  is  certain,  there  appears  little  chance  of 
immediate  improvement,  as  at  the  present  time  the 
look  out  gives  the  prospect  of  a high  flood.  The  land 
being  well-charged  with  water,  and  the  ditches  full  to 
the  brim,  every  downpour  of  rain  has  an  immediate  effect 
on  the  river.  The  reference  of  “ Dragnet  ’ last  week  to 
the  work  which  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  and  myself 
were  engaged  in  the  years  1876  and  1877  in  the  increase 
of  the  stock  of  carp  and  tench  in  the  Thames  brings  to 
my  mind  some  pleasant  recollections  of  the  past,  as  up 
to  April  30,  1877,  we  had  placed  in  the  river  between 
Twickenham  and  Hampton  Deep,  77  carp  from  81b.  to 
141b.  each,  and  121)  tench  of  1 Jib.  and  21b.  each  ; and 
when  we  netted  the  Leg  of  Mutton  Pond  in  Bushey  Park 
some  very  large  ones  got  away,  which  the  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  estimated  would  have  weighed  from 
181b.  to  201b.  each.  The  fish  to  which  he  referred  as 
being  taken  at  Twickenham  formed  a portion  of  what 
were  netted  out  of  the  lake  at  Gothic  House,  Twicken- 
ham, by  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Gustav  Class,  and 
were  principally  turned  in  at  Teddington  and  Twicken- 
ham. In  the  Blue  Book  of  1878  there  is  a further  report 
of  100  carp  being  netted  out  of  the  Osterley  Park  Lakes 
by  kind  permission  of  the  Earl  of  Jersey,  and  these  were 
turned  into  the  Thames  at  Sunbury  and  Walton  reach, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hiscock,  of  Hounslow,  with  his  usual 
liberality  on  these  occasions,  conveying  the  fish  to  their 
various  destinations  under  my  superintendence.  I have 
just  visited  several  portions  of  the  flooded  river  and 
found  many  places  quite  unapproachable.  There  is  a 
fearful  quantity  of  water  coming  down,  and  I was  told 
Shepperton  Lock  had  “ blown.”  The  towing-paths  and 
meadows  adjoining  are  all  submerged,  and  the  water  is 

very  dirty  colour.  One  thing,  the  great  push|of  water 
hasbroughtthelamperns  in  largenumbers  to  Teddington 
Weir,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  fishermen  will  have  a 
good  harvest. — B. 

(Datchet). — With  the  exception  of  a few 

roach  and  perch  in  the  eddies,  nothing  has  heen  done 
here  since  the  rain  set  in  three  weeks  back.  The  river 
is  now  very  high,  and  every  prospect  of  a flood  in  the 
village,  the  water  is  just  finding  itB  way  across  the  high- 
road.— G.  Lumsden. 

- Hampton  Court.  • — William  Milbourne, 

writing  on  Monday  evening,  says  : “ The  water  is  still 
very  high  and  no  chance  of  fishing.  The  rain  we  had 
last  night  has  caused  it  to  rise  about  Cin.  higher,  and  it 
now  looks  as  if  we  are  going  to  have  a very  high  flood 
and  no  fishing  for  some  time.” — B. 

■ ■ (Kingston). — John  Johnson  reports  he  has 
made  a total  up  to  the  end  of  last  week  of  fourteen 
bream,  four  jack,  sixteen  x>erch,  and  two  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ; and  J.  Knight,  in  two  days,  two  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  and  four  bream  : Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  I 
hear  has  taken  a |jike  of  15 Jib.  out  of  some  private 
water. — B. 

(Marlow). — The  river  is  nowin  high  flood; 

no  chance  of  fishing  this  week.  Wo  expect  some  big 
catches  when  the  water  goes  down  again.  I Bhall  be 
glad  to  send  state  of  water  to  anyone  who  will  write  or 
wire  me  during  season. — C.  L.  Mathews,  Tho  Ship, 
Marlow-on-Thames. 

(Monkey  Island).— Fishing  off  altogether. 

Water  rising  like  a tide.  Monkoy  Island  under  water  ; 


looks  very  like  corning  into  tho]houHO.  Just  before  this 
flood  jack  wore  running  pretty  well.  Roach  and  dace 
woro  also  on  fairly  well.  There  is  no  doubt  when  we 
get  tho  water  in  fair  condition  there  will  be  some  good 
sport,  especially  among  tho  jack,  chub,  roach,  and  dace. 
— R.  Plummer. 

Thames  (Reading). — Towards  the  ond  of  last  week 
the  weather  took  a change,  and  tho  hopes  of  anglers 
wero  heightened  as  tho  water  began  to  fine  r own  to  a 
nicety.  But  an  almost  continual  downpour  has  rendered 
tho  waters  so  strong  as  to  make  fishing  impracticable, 
indeed,  so  rapid  has  the  rise  of  the  streams  been  that  the 
meadows  and  adjoining  property  for  miles  round  is 
inundated. 

(Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  has  had  three 

days,  one  day  with  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr  Jury,  five 
dozen  of  roach,  several  over  lib.  each  ; another  day 
with  Mr  Wade,  five  dozen  of  roach  up  to  lib.  each  ; and 
another  day  with  Mr.  Thomson,  two  dozen  of  roach, 
nine  perch,  and  five  barbel. — B. 

(Sunbury). — Alfred  Stroud,  in  one  day,  eight 

barbel ; Mr.  W.  H.  Bolt,  one  day  with  E.  Clark,  a good 
take  of  roach  and  bream  ; and  Inspector  Smith  with  H. 
Herbert,  seven  bream  and  one  dozen  of  roach. — B. 

(Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  half  a day 

with  Dr.  Parkhurst,  five  bream.  A bank  angler  named 
Hennings,  and  another  named  Wright,  fishing  from  the 
bank  just  below  Teddington  Lock,  in  three  days  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  got  a nice  quantity  of  bream,  dace, 
and  roach. — B. 

(Twickenham).— The  only  report  is  from 

John  Spong,  of  the  Two  Sawyers,  in  three  days,  who 
caught  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  bream. — B. 

Windsor  District.  — The  Thames  valley,  when 
viewed  from  the  Castle  heights,  now  presents  a huge 
lake  studded  with  islands,  and  the  hopes  of  many, 
which  rose  high  on  the  13th  inst.,  when  we  were 
favoured  with  a bright  sunny  day  and  a drying  wind, 
have  been  rudely  dispelled  to-day,  a day  to  be  remem- 
bered— windy,  dark,  and  the  pitiless  rain  coming  down 
in  torrents  without  cessation  till  about  4.30  p.m. 
According  to  soundings  I have  taken,  the  river  during 
the  past  twenty-four  hours  has  risen  19in.,  and  the 
cottages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Brocas  are 
as  I write  preparing  for  all  those  terrible  dis- 
comforts and  after  sickness  consequent  on  these 
visitations,  which  many  were  hoping  would  not 
occur  again  now  that  improved  weirs  and  culverts 
have  been  constructed.  On  the  other  side,  the 
immense  amount  of  good  done  by  these  periodical 
washings  out  of  the  river  cannot  be  denied  ; without 
them  the  filth  and  refuse  of  the  summer  season  would 
not  only  be  injurious  to  dwellers  in  the  Thames  V alley  in 
the  future,  but  to  the  denizens  of  the  river,  which 
require  pure  water  as  much  as  we  do  pure  air.  Some 
good  roach,  perch,  and  barbel  are  to  be  had  now  in 
places  where  they  can  be  got  at.  Mr.  Wighton,  of 
Datchet,  brought  me  in  three  perch,  going  31b.  2oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Buckland,  of  Slough,  had,  amongst  others,  four 
roach,  going  31b.  8oz.  Preservation  societies  will  do 
well  to  make  arrangements  for  the  rescue  of  the 
enormous  amount  of  fish  which  these  waters  will  leave 
behind.  Poachers,  too,  will  be  busy  on  the  flams  and 
lay  byes  if  not  looked  after  sharply. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancliohne  District. — The  river  is  now  in  a state  of 
flood  and  well-nigh  unfishable.  Before  the  water  was 
so  discoloured  Mr.  Meanwell,  of  Caistor,  on  Friday  last, 
when  fishing  for  roach  on  fine  drawn  gut  and  with 
No.  12  hook,  hooked  a splendid  trout  of  about  31b.,  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  above  Brundy  Wharf.  It  took  him 
half-an-hour  to  land,  and  was  in  prime  condition  ; but 
being  close  time  it  was  safely  returned.  Mr.  M.  caught 
a few  nice  perch.  Mr.  Lilley,  of  Gainsborough,  caught 
five  very  nice  pike  one  day,  near  Harlem  Hill  Loch,  with 
spoon  bait  — Thomas  Ford. 

Avon  (Ring-wood). — Although  the  river  here  has 
been  considerably  swollen  by  the  recent  rains,  neverthe- 
less capital  sport  still  continues  to  be  had,  as  during  the 
past  week  Mr.  Augustus  J.  Hodges  and  Mr.  Ernst 
Pandorf,  who  are  staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  were 
successful  in  having  some  good  catches.  The  former 
took  1681b.  in  two  days,  averaging  7 Jib.  each,  the  two 
largest  scaling  161b.  and  131b.  respectively.  The  latter 
took  681b.,  averaging  6ilb.,  the  largest  being  lljlb. 
Other  anglers  have  also  been  very  successful. — Pisca- 
torial. 

Cam  (Cambridge). — Mr.  Thos.  Scott,  St.  Andrew’s 
Hill,  fishing  at  Foster’s  Mill  on  Tuesday,  caught  two 
pike  weighing  41b.  each  and  one  2Jlb. — E A.  S. 

Conway. — Nov.  3,  one  salmon  weighing  321b.  ; 5th, 
salmon  weighing  161b.  ; 7th,  salmon  weighing  271b.  ; 
8th,  salmon  weighing  171b.  All  taken  by  B Blackwall, 
Esq.  No  one  else  had  any  show.  There  are  plenty  of 
fish.— D.  C.  G.  G. 

Cornish  Streams.— All  the  rivers  have  reached  a 
greater  height  than  anyone  remembers.  Not  only  have 
they  overflowed  their  banks  but  they  have  spread  out 
over  fields,  gardens,  and  orchards,  and  caused  almost 
irreparable  damage.  Houses  in  the  valleys  are  flooded, 
and  the  occupants  have  to  live  in  the  second  story.  As 
tho  land  was  already  soaked  and  the  rain  still  continues 
it  may  be  perhaps  weeks  before  the  rivers  are  reduced 
to  a fisbable  state.  There  are  hundred  of  salmon  going 
up,  and  some  may  perhaps  be  stranded,  but  the  decline  of 
waters  will  be  very  gradual.  Several  good  fish  were 
taken  before  the  rain  came.  One  rod  got  eight,  the 
heaviest  of  which  was  231b.,  the  next  161b.  Other  fish 
of  181b.,  161b.,  and  smaller  were  also  caught.  If  the 
water  bailiff  were  a little  more  energetic  and  examined 
tho  baits  of  the  fishers  more  frequently  there  would  be 
fewer  salmon  taken.  Tho  Camel  is  certainly  not  a 
model  river.  Very  little  sport  has  been^  got  in  the 
Fowoy. — Bodmin. 
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Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — At  time  of  writing 

(lltb)  the  river  ban  prone  down  to  its  ordinary  autumn 
level,  and  a«  to  colour,  in  excellent  condition  for  any 
kind  of  fibbing.  There  are  a lot  of  salmon  in  the  deep 
pool  below  Kirk  ham  Abbey  weir  that  were  unable  to  get 
up  during  the  recent  flood. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries,  Above-btreamH  are  again 
in  flood.  If  no  rain  falls  between  to-day  (Thurmlay) 
and  Saturday,  by  that  time  they  will  be  in  first  rate 
condition  — 1 J.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Eak  (Whitby).  The  season  for  angling  for  salmon, 
and  salmon  trout  on  thiH  river  is  now  at  an  end.  On 
the  cloning  day  Home  fair  nport  was  had,  though  the 
river  wan  in  heavy  flood.  Among  the  taken  on  that  day 
wero — Mr.  J.  Calvert,  three,  4-lb.,  51b,,  and  Gib.  ; Mr.  T. 
Gray,  two,  41b.  and  51b  ; MrH.  Keighley,  one,  Gib. ; Mr. 
J.  W.  Nicholson,  two,  101b.  and  71b. ; Mr.  A.  B Rhodes, 
three,  101b.,  121b.,  and  Gib.  ; Mr.  R.  Linton,  two, 
weighing  Gib.  Taken  an  a whole  the  Reason  has  heen  a 
good  one.  Owing  to  the  drought  at  the  early  part  of 
the  season,  angling  operations  did  not  commence  till 
the  season  had  somewhat  far  advanced.  When  the  rains 
came  on  and  the  floods  ensued,  ther(5  was  a grand  rash 
of  salmon  over  the  several  obstructions  and  so  up  into 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Since  tnen  the  river  has 
for  the  most  part  been  in  capital  fishing  trim,  and  some 
very  good  sport  has  been  obtained. — J.  J.  Jackbon. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  rain* 
have  become  heavier  again  in  this  district,  and  may  have 
a deterrent  effect  on  the  angling  of  the  rivers,  but  of  the 
drains  few  will  be  very  seriously  swollen.  The  filing 
has  been  very  good  since  the  showery  time  set  in.  The 
roach  are  taking  bait  very  freely,  and  are  now  in  very 
prime  condition.  All  along  the  Fortyfoot  from  Bourne 
to  Boston  they  are  doing  well  with  them,  and  on  the 
finer  days  bottom  fishing  is  practised  in  the  Spalding, 
Market  Deeping,  Stamford,  and  other  districts.  Takes 
of  roach  have  been  reported  up  to  251b.  or  so.  Fbe  pike 
fishers  are  now  moderately  busy.  Eel  fishing  is  begin- 
ning to  gain  attention,  and  some  fine  ones  have  been 
taken  by  rod  and  line.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  gales  and  storms  have 
kept  a good  many  anglers  at  home  this  week,  but  the 
rain  has  not  affected  the  river  to  any  great  extent.  It 
is  all  right  for  pike  fishing,  and  also  for  roach,  but  there 
is  not  much  attention  being  paid  to  other  kind's.  Last 
week  on  the  finer  days  there  was  a pretty  good  muster 
between  Retford  and  Mattersey,  and  they  did  fairly 
well  both  bottom-fishing  and  trolling.  I hear  of  some 
very  satisfactory  takes  of  pike  in  tbe  lower  lengths  of 
the  river,  and  some  good  bags  of  the  same  fish  have 
been  brought  from  the  Trent  and  private  waters  towards 
Southwell. — L.  . .. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  rivers  are  now  in  a state  or 
flood.  There  was  a strong  gale  blowing  from  the  south 
on  Wednesday  with  rain,  but  that  did  not  deter  one 
determined  angler  I saw  on  the  Ferry  Boat  ^ater  at 
Tottenham,  and  he  had  got  a bream  in  spite  of  wind  and 
water ; in  the  above  length  last  Saturday  Mr.  Bennett 
had  a jack  of  about  2|lb.,  another  gentleman  a good 
roach  of  ljlb.  ; Mr.  Bell  had  a very  nice  pike 
weighing  6|lb.,  and  Mr.  Jones  one  of  41b.  lOoz. 
from  Rye  House.  I should  not  think  that  any 
of  the  competitions  set  down  for  decision  in  the 
Stort  on  Nov.  18  can  be  brought  off,  as  the  marshes 
must  be  under  water.  The  open  competition  at  Harry 
Avis’s,  Waltham  Abbey,  which  will  take  place  in  the 
Barge  Canal,  should  be  decided  on  Nov.  18,  the  water 
there  being  in  better  condition  than  it  is  in  the  rivers  ; 
in  fact,  the  canal  will  be  by  far  the  moat  fisbable  under 
any  circumstances. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End).— Jacking  continues  to  afford 
good  sport  ; both  water  and  weather  being  alike  favour- 
able. Mr.  Short  and  party  had  a splendid  day  with  jack, 
chub,  and  barbel.  On  Nov.  11,  weather  fine  and  water 
plentiful  and  high  coloured,  fish  feeding  well.  There 
were  some  good  takes  of  perch,  roach,  dace,  and,  jack. 
One  gentleman  landed  two  jack  from  the  barge  river 
above  the  lock.— F.  Green,  Pike  and  Anchor. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — On  the  11th  inst.  a large 
number  of  anglers  fished  these  waters,  some  pushing  up 
stream  as  far  as  Downham  with  but  little  result,  owing 
possibly  to  the  cold  wind,  and  others  down  stream 
towards  the  Sheep  vash.  Mr.  W.  Creasy  was  the  most 
fortunate  of  the  London  contingent.  Prince  Ranjiti- 
sinhjr  and  Mr.  Stearn  (of  Cambridge)  on  the  11th  and 
12th,  took  between  them  1071b.  of  ro  .ch  and  dace  (several 
of  the  roach  over  one  pound). — J.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  high  and  muddy,  and  are  out  over  the  fields.  No 
thoughts  of  fishing  at  present,  nor  will  be  until  it  goes 
down  and  clears.  The  Pinsley  is  high  and  muddy. 
Gwynne.  , „ , ,x 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kmgsland).— All 
prospects  of  angling  must  be  abandoned  for  some  time 
to  come.  Rivers  are  in  great  flood,  brooks  are  all  out, 
and  a vast  extent  of  land  is  submerged.  At  time  of 
writing  there  are  no  indications  of  a favourable  change 
in  the  weather,  which  is  about  as  bad  as  it  could  well 
be.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  has  been  and  still  is 
in  roaring  flood,  the  High-street  of  the  town  having 
been  flooded,  and  at  present  the  outlook  is  a bigger 
flood  to-morrow  (Thursday). — R E.  W. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye  (Yorkshire). — Those  rivers 
were  begining  to  show  an  improved  condition,  when  heavy 
rains  have  again  put  in  an  appearance,  consequently 
bringing  down  moro  thick  water,  yet  capital  sport  has 
been  had  amongst  the  grayling  fishermen,  especially  in 
the  Rye  streams,  such  as  tho  Costa,  Riocal,  and  Dove. 
Some  good  samples  of  coarse  fish  have  boon  takon  from 
the  Ouse,  Nidd,  Derwent,  and  Fp8Bi  especially  of  chub 
and  roach;  and  I hoar  of  Mr.  C.  Thomson  and  Mr.  J. 
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Swales  taking  one  pike  of  171b.  and  some  good  percb 
from  a private  lake  near  Malton. — Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Since  Monday  a very  high 
flood  has  prevailed,  and,  as  it  is  still  raining,  the  pro- 
babilities are  that  angling  operations  for  tho  next  six  or 
seven  days  will  be  entirely  at  a standstill.  B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Only  two  tish  have  been 
taken  during  the  week — a roach,  lib.  12oz.,  and  a pike, 
'81b.  12oz.,  and  they  were  taken  in  quiet  eddies,  but  the 
heavy  rains  have  caused  a very  high  flood,  hundreds  of 
acres  submerged  putting  all  kinds  of  fishing  aside  for 
about  a month,  so  anglers  will  have  a rest.  I shall  not 
report  till  I see  any  prospects.— H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Two  nice  chub  were  caught  in 
the  river  here  on  Tuesday  last  by  an  angler.  Both  fish 
were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  weighing  together  81b. — 

IE  A S 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech).— The  hopes  held  out  at  the  commencement  of 
last  week  of  a favourable  change  in  the  weather  have 
not  been  realised,  as  storms  of  wind  and  rain  have  of 
late,  and  are  at  present,  in  the  ascendant,  and  very 
heavy  rain  has' also  fallen  amongst  the  Welsh  hills,  so 
that  all  these  rivers  are  now  flooded,  rendering  all 
attempts  at  angling  utterly  impossible,  with  no  prospect 
just  yet  of  that  change  for  the  better  which  our  anglers 
are  earnestly  wishing  for  and  waited  solong.— Vtrnwt. 

Stort  (Harlow).— Continuous  rain  has  been  the  pre- 
vailing feature  here  during  the  past  few  days,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  running  high  and 
coloured.  A few  perch  have  been  taken  recently. — 
David  Springham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Not  much  has  been  done 
in  fishing  since  my  last,  although  several  anglers  have 
been  out.  A few  jack  were  taken  on  the  11th,  but 
small,  and  41b.  of  roach,  the  heaviest  bag  of  that  sort. 
Since  the  13th1  the  river  has  been  in  flood,  and  the 
meadows  are  now  covered  with  water.  All  day  14th, 
and  this  morning,  15th.  it  has  been  raining  hard,  which 
will  make  the  flood  much  larger.  The  Stour  as  a rule 
fines  down  very  fast,  but  all  depends  on  the  weather 
whether  or  not  it  will  be  fishable  by  Sunday.  I am 
very  much  afraid  it  will  not. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rain 
lias  fallen  in  sheets  during  the  week,  and  in  the  south 
and  the  low  districts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rivers  is  one 
vast  lake,  cottagers  have  been  flooded  out,  eels  are 
caught  crossing  the  turnpike  roads,  and  the  query  is, 
where  is  the  river  ? The  Outlook  is  at  present  a bad  one, 
and  the  chances  of  a resumption  of  angling  very  remote. 
True  the  tidal  waters  soon  right  themselves,  and 
we  shall  get  the  benefit  of  a grand  weed  clearance, 
but,  even  with  favourable  weather,  it  will  be 
some  time  before  the  rivers  are  in  condition.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  remains  in  fair  order,  and  in 
the  reach  from  Hunston  to  the  first  lock  is  fishable. 
Roach,  bream,  perch,  and  pike  have  been  secured  during 
the  week.  The  water  has  been  let  off  from  between 
locks  to  repair  gates,  so  that  fishing  here  will  be  useless 
for  some  time  to  come.  Anglers  are  getting  sport  in  the 
harbours  with  small  bass  and  codling,  and  several  large 
cod  have  been  taken  off  the  coast  with  hand  lines. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had,  and  the  river  is  over- 
flowing its  banks,  and  under  the  castle  on  the  fields  the 
water  is  quite  a yard  deep.  No  fishing  has  been  done. 
The  Ony,  Corne,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high  and 
overflowing  their  banks. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tentoury). — The  river  in  this  district  is  high 
and  muddy.  Fishing  quite  at  a standstill,  and  will  be 
until  the  water  clears.  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  high. 
— "Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  in  great  flood  this 
(Wednesday)  morning  and  growing  fast.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  town  bridge  the  water  in  the  Buckingham 
Arms  Inn  was  7ft.,  and  on  this  side  of  the  bridge  a hay 
mow  was  carried  away.  At  the  kennels  near  Torring- 
ton Station,  the  master  of  foxhounds  and  others  had 
great  difficulty  in  saving  the  horses  and  hounds.  All 
the  small  streams  over  the  banks  and  Langtree  Burn 
carried  away  part  of  the  line  of  the  Little  Marland 
Railway,  and  stopped  the  traffic.— J.  D.  Bastard. 

Trent  (Newark). — Incessant  rain  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday  has  brought  on  a rapid  rise  of  water,  and 
the  Trent  is  on  the  verge  of  overflowing  its  banks. 
Previous  to  the  rise  pike  fishermen  continued  to  meet 
with  excellent  sport,  both  live-baiting  and  spinning. 
On  Thursday,  from  his  water  at  Averham  weirs,  Mr. 
David  Slater  landed  seven  nice  fish,  best  61b.  10oz.,  and 
others  on  Saturday  and  Monday  up  to  6£lb.  Lower  down 
Mr.  Frank  Eleon  bagged  four,  heaviest  81b.  f)oz.  In  two 
afternoons  Mr.  Walter  King  succeeded  in  taking  thirteen, 
ranging  from  3|lb.  to  81b.  7oz.,  and  many  other  good  fish 
from  41b.  to  71b.  have  been  bagged  both  from  the  Trent 
and  the  Devon.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  quiet,  but 
amongst  the  chub  taken  Mr.  T.  Sunman  bagged  a good 
specimen,  weighing  31b.  8oz  , with  a single  gentle,  on 
No.  12  hook.  The  Trent  is  still  rising,  and  no  probability 
of  angling  for  the  next  few  days.— Trentsideb. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Jacking  is  still  good  here.  Mr. 

• Short,  of  the  Gresham,  one  jack,  and  had  four  good  runs, 
but  unsuccessful  in  landing  them  ; Mr.  Issott,  two  jack 
(one  71b.,  one  31b.  4oz.)  : Mr.  Beach,  one  jack  (3Mb.)  ; 
Mr.  Fleming,  three  jack  (12Mb.) ; several  other  gentle- 
men good  fish,  but  don’t  care  for  names  mentioned. 
There  was  a jack  weighing  between  101b.  and  121b. 
blown  upon  the  path,  which  I placed  back  into  the  lake, 
the  waves  from  the  lake  blowing  clean  into  the  wood.— 
A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).  — The  rains  are 
beginning  to  affect  the  Witham  rather  adversely,  but 
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according  to  latest  advice,  there  is  not  much  to  complain 
of  in  the  lowor  lengths.  Most  anglers  are  now  in  these 
parts  paying  attention  to  pike,  and  they  are  meeting 
with  good  success.  Roach  fishing  was  also  well  patron- 
ised, particularly  in  the  Lincoln  lengths.  Worms  are 
being  used  for  preference. — Luci. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea.  — Fair  sport  has  been  had 
along  the  beach  in  the  comparatively  little  fine  weather 
since  our  last  report,  whiting  in  particular  biting  well 
with  sprat  bait.  The  severe  gales  and  rain  storms, 
however,  have  seriously  interfered  with  fishing  opera- 
tions generally,  and  on  Wednesday  at  mid-day,  in  the 
height  of  the  furious  southerly  gale,  our  newly  re- 
stationed lifeboat,  the  Aldeburrjh,  after  alterations  and 
improvements,  manned  by  her  gallant  crew,  with  cox- 
swain Jim  Cable  at  the  helm  again,  made  her  baptismal 
launoh  through  the  tremendous  seas  and  breakers  to 
the  rescue  of  a Lynn  schooner,  the  Mary,  in  distress  off 
Aldeburgh.  The  weather  moderated  towards  night, 
and  this  (Thursday)  morning,  with  wind  light  from 
N.W.  and  drizzling  rain,  prospects  of  fishing  are  again 
more  promising.  The  largest  take  of  sprats  here  yet 
was  Sunday  and  Monday  last,  when  it  is  estimated  about 
1000  bushels  were  despatched  to  Billingsgate  market 
by  the  Great  Esstern  Railway.  (Our  correspondent  at 
Aldeburgh-on-Sea,  Mr.  G.  A.  Whistler,  of  Waveney 
House,  will  gladly  give  every  information  as  to  fishing 
and  shooting  to  intending  visitors  on  application.) — 
G.  A.  W. 

Bournemouth. — Very  little  fishing  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week.  Only  a few  small  bass  have  been 
taken  from  pier.  Weather  looks  better  this  morning 
(Nov.  15).  The  sea  smooth. — H.  Newltn. 

Beal. — Like  Caesar,  they  came,  they  saw,  and  they 
conquered.  The  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  may  fairly  lay  claim  to  this  motto,  for  they  have 
come  in  and  taken  the  wind  out  of  our  local  fishermen. 
The  following  particulars  will  be  read  with  interest: 
On  the  9th  inst.  Messrs.  J.  Joel  had  15Mb. ; E.  F.  Good- 
win, 21Mb  ; F.  W.  Norman,  301b.  ; Alex.  Wright,  221b. ; 
J.  C.  Bartlett,  13ilb. ; J.  P.  West,  161b. ; A.  W.  Parker, 
20Mb. ; W.  F.  Dyer,  81b.  ; a grand  total  of  1471b.  On 
the  same  day,  Messrs.  Allen,  24Mb. ; Zerfass,  361b. ; Vail, 
24£lb. ; Gould,  261b. ; and  Raison,  241b. ; all  of  the  Gresham 
Anglers ; total,  1351b.,  thus  for  the  day  2821b.  weight  of 
fish  were  brought  in,  and  there  were  no  cases  of  sea 
sickness.  Mr.  Norman  took  a whiting,  21b.  3oz.  ; Mr. 
Vail,  one  of  21b.  lOoz.  Saturday,  the  10th,  was  a 
most  lovely  day,  and  the  takes  were  even  better  than 
the  preceding  one.  Messrs.  Gould,  471b.  and  a nice 
cod  of  71b.  10oz.,  besides  codling;  Jaques,  451b.; 
Alec  Wright,  401b. : Vail,  381b.;  Wm.  Marshall,  34Mb. ; 
F.  W.  Norman,  31Mb. ; J.  C.  Bartlett,  271b.  ; W.  F. 
Dyer,  311b.  ; Parker,  261b. ; J.  P.  West,  18Mb, 
Raison,  18Mb. ; in  all  3571b.  of  whiting,  besides  cod. 
Mr.  Chatto,  of  the  Haymarket,  took  200  whiting 
and  six  codling,  Tom  Norris  being  in  charge. 
Nov.  11,  Messrs.  A.  Dangerfield,  T.  Chatto,  and  Geo. 
Brook  went  out  with  Tom  Norris  in  a galley  punt  and 
caught  200  whiting  and  dabs  and  fourteen  large  codling, 
Mr.°Brook  being  credited  also  with  a fine-looking  cod  of 
91b.  Mr.  Capel  Cure,  with  Dick  Riley,  had  a nice  catch 
of  whiting  and  a cod  of  141b.  9oz.  after  being  cleaned. 
Messrs.  Alfred  Rolls.  A.  W.  Taylor,  and  George  Green 
were  out  with  H.  Norris  and  myself,  and  we  secured 
420  whiting,  twenty-one  fine  codling,  and  a few  dabs. 
Mr.  Ball  and  his  son  went  out  at  8 a. m.,  intending  to 
fish  near  the  Break  Buoy,  but  after  a short  stay  there, 
were  obliged  to  put  back  owing  to  increase  of  wind  and 
tide  ; they,  however,  anchored  near  the  Second  Battery 
and  took  119  whiting  and  three  cod  of  81b.,  51b., 
and  3Mb.  ; Messrs.  Capel,  Cure,  and  Colins  also  had 
excellent  sport  with  whiting  and  cod.  Pier  fishing  has 
been  extraordinary,  for  the  weather  has  been  glorious, 
and  large  takes  of  fish  have  been  the  rule.  The  above 
records  may  read  like  a fairy  tale,  but,  fortunately, 
they  can  be  substantiated,  and  with  such  weather  Deal 
has  become  a perfect  anglers’  paradise.  Every  one 
knows  the  uncertainty  of  our  climate,  however  ; and 
readers  will  have  already  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
rough  weather  we  have  recently  experienced,  but  I 
anticipate  some  grand  sport  as  soon  as  the  sea  thins 
down,  and  would  suggest  the  23rd  inst.  for  intending 
anglers,  unless  I wire  head-quarters  to  the  contrary. — 
Edward  Hanger,  Agent,  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Fowey.— We  have  been  having  some  very  “ dirty  ” 
weather  lately,  as  the  sailors  say.  and  very  little  boat 
angling  done  in  consequence  beyond  afew score  whiting. 


Hastings.— Some  good  catches  have  been  made  from 
both  piers  of  codling,  congers,  and  flat  fish.  The 
weather  has  been  too  rough  for  boat  angling,  in  fact, 
to-day  (14th)  has  been  the  roughest  we  have  had  for 
several  years.  Anglers  are  all  longing  for  a return  of 
favourable  weather. — Hi.  Dowsett. 

Penzance.  — We  are  having  very  stormy  and 
unsettled  weather.  Rod  fishing  is  quite  in  abeyance, 
and  even  the  trawl  boats  can  only  get  out  occasionally, 
and  so  with  drift  fishing. — H. 

Plymouth.— The  exceptional  weather  has  put  an 
end  to  all  sea-fishing  except  by  a few  rodsters  who  might 
daily  be  found  at  the  Great  Western  Docks  and  other 
piers  fishing  for  mullet  and  pollack,  in  fact  there  are  a 
few  old  veterans  that  go  out  daily,  whatever  the  weather 
is.  They  dress  accordingly,  and  defy  the  elements. 
Some  fine  congers  have  been  taken  in  the  Docks  and 
under  the  Hoe,  two  weighing  respectively  22Mb.  and 
91b.  being  caught  at  the  former  place.  I have  not 
heard  much  of  other  sport,  as  I expect  the  enormous 
Hoods  from  the  rivers  have  brought  down  so  much  fresh 
water  that  it  has  driven  the  tish  further  off  shore.  I 


hope  to  give  a better  report  next  week  both  of  tho 
weather  and  fishing. — William  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — Very  little  angling  haB  been  done  since 
last  report  owing  to  unfavourable  weather.  Mackerel 
and  scad  are  very  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
harbour,  and  the  netsmen  continue  to  make  pretty  large 
hauls  of  them. — T.  J.  D.  . , 

Southsea  and  District.— Trying  in  thick  water  at 
Stokes  Bay  Pier,  with  some  good  rag  worms,  from 
Arnels  Gosport,  on  fine  gear,  at  low  water,  after  fashing 
hours,  I took  a small  pout.  Nothing  has  been  done 
from  the  boats,  weather  too  rough  to  get  off.  One  day 
when  finer  some  good  whiting  were  taken  atSpithead. 
Col.  Miller  took  from  Lee  on  Solent  pier  a codling  7Jlb., 
and  lost  a better  one.  Victoria  pier  quiet.  At  East 
Southsea  a codling  has  been  taken  4Mb. ; some  good 
eels  and  a few  pollock  Black  Bog  prospects  bad  till 
the  water  moderates. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  has  been  interrupted  here 
again  by  a very  high  sea  and  adverse  winds.  On  Satur- 
day, however,  some  sport  was  obtained.  T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Only  one  boat  has  been  out  since  last 
report.  The  trammel  nets  continue  to  have  tair  captures 
of  mackerel  at  the  south  of  the  bay.  T.  J.  D. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS, 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire)— The  rivers*  banks  are 
now  deserted  by  all  but  the  bailiffs,  who  are  unanimous 
in  their  opinion  that  the  prospects  of  the  spawning 
season  are  of  the  brightest.  The  water  is  in  first-class 
size  for  fish  getting  on  to  the  redds,  and  already  spawn- 
ing operations  are  in  full  swing ; in  fact,  more  fish  have 
been  observed  working  in  the  mid-reaches  or  the  Dee 
than  has  been  the  case  for  years  back  so  early  in  the 
season  a3  the  first  weeks  of  November.  The  lower  pools 
are  not  yet  fully  stocked,  but  there  is  plenty  ot  time, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  severe  frosts,  a most  successlul 
spawning  season  will  be  accomplished  all  over.  Dee- 
sider 

Beveron. — Deveron  Fishings,  1894.  Netherdale, 
90  salmon  and  grilse  ; Oorniehaugh  sections,  81  salmon 
and  grilse  ; Laithers,  70  salmon  and  grilse  ; Edinglassie, 
59  salmon  and  grilse  ; Clairmore,  43  salmon  and  grilse ; 
Rothimay  (Col.  Forbes’),  37  salmon  and  grilse ; Bel- 
dornie,  21  salmon  and  grilse. — D.  W. 

Sou tli  of  Scotland.— (Close  of  the  Season.)— 
The  South  of  Scotland  rivers  closed  their  season  on 
Thursday  night,  15th  inst.  The  long  spell  of  dry 
weather  in  September  and  October,  followed  by  floods 
in  November,  seriously  interfered  with  angling,  hast 
week-end  the  Annan  gave  capital  sport,  especially 
on  some  of  the  private  waters.  The  open  waters 
in  the  higher  reaches  did  fairly  well,  but  taking 
the  back-end  as  a whole,  the  season  was  a decided 
failure  for  the  rods.  The  best  sport  was  obtained 
on  the  Annan  by  an  entire  stranger,  who  killed 
twelve  salmon  in  five  days.  Among  a few  who 
were  successful  were  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Perthshire,  who 
killed  a handsome  salmon  on  Sir  Robert  Jardine  s 
water  which  weighed  fully  241b.  Dr.  Macnaughton,  of 
Blackpool,  killed  a fish  of  191b.  in  the  Warmanbie 
stream  with  artificial  minnow.  Commander  Scott, 
Salford,  hooked  and  lost  a heavy  salmon,  but  he  was  more 
fortunate  on  the  two  following  days  with  his  fish. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water  on  Thursday  one  of  the  guests 
at  the  Castle  killed  one  salmon  and  lost  two  others. 
Mr.  J.  Wood,  of  Oldham,  lost  three  or  four  salmon  m 
this  private  water.  Captain  Scott,  Salford,  killed  a fine 
salmon,  on  Friday,  of  20lb.  in  the  Wamphray  water. 
Mr.  James  London,  Annan,  killed  one  in  the  same 
stretch,  which  weighed  131b.  Mr.  Campbell  had  three 
salmon  on  Friday,  weighing  241b.,  151b.,  and  131b.,  and 
lost  three  others.  On  the  following  day  Mr.  Campbell 
killed  four  salmon  in  the  Wamphray  water  which 
weighed  201b.,  191b.,  111b.,  and  91b.,  and  lost  another 
two.  Mr.  Campbell  killed  twelve  salmon  in  the 

open  ticket  waters  in  five  days,  all  with  the 
natural  minnow.  Mr.  James  London  hooked  a salmon 
which  was  calculated  by  onlookers  to  weigh  401b.  Mr. 
McGiverin,  Annan,  killed  one  in  the  Craigdale  water  of 
171b  In  the  Jardine  Hall  private  water,  on  Saturday, 
the  Rev.  F.  Coleby  killed  a good  salmon  of  201b.,  and 
lost  another.  On  the  same  day,  Commander  Scott 
landed  a beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  of  201b  in  the  Din- 
woodie  water.  Higher  up  stream  Mr.  J .Jardine,  Lockerbie, 
killed  one  on  Friday  of  101b  Mr.  J.  Buchanan  had  one  of 
141b.  Mr.  Wm.  Gibson,  Lochmaben,  oneof  101b.  On  Satur- 
day Mr.  George  Jardine  landed  one  of  181b. ; Mr.  W. 
Gibson,  one  of  231b.  ; and  Mr.  A.  McLean,  one  of  181b. 
Another  angler  hooked  and  lost  a large  fisn  after  thirty 
five  minutes’  play.  On  Tuesday,  in  the  Warmanbie 
water,  Mr.  John  Irving,  Annan,  killed  two  salmon  of 
201b.  and  191b.,  and  two  were  landed  near  Wamphray. 
In  some  of  the  reserved  waters,  splendid  sport  was  had 
for  a day  or  two.  In  Mount  Aunan  private  water,  Mr. 
Andrew  Bell-Irving  killed  one  in  the  lodge  stream  of 
151b.  ; Mr.  John  Bell-Irving  one  of  11Mb.  and  one  of  191b. 
Mr.  Bell-Irving  after  this  hooked  a very  large  fish  in 
the  salmon  pool  which  carried  off  the  whole  of  the 
tackle.  Ou  Tuesday  Mr.  Dirom,of  Mount  Annan,  killed 
his  first  autumn  salmon  out  of  the  Long  Rigg  with 
“ Jock  Scott.”  It  weighed  231b.  He  lost  one  in  the 
Burnfoot  Pool  in  the  gaffing.  His  keeper  killed  one  on 
Monday  in  Alice’s  Pool  with  the  phantom  minnow,  of 
18Mb.,  and  on  Tuesday  the  same  keeper  had  one  of  211b. 
with  the  golden  pheasa,tit  fly  at  the  Burufoot.  On  the 
same  day  Sir  Wm.  Marsh,  a guest  at  Mount  Annan,  killed 
the  heaviest  salmon  taken  in  this  water  this  back-end, 
viz.,  one  of  26Mb.,  and  he  killed  another  out  of  the  back 
of  the  Wood  pool  the  tame  afternoon,  which  weighed 
171b.,  both  with  fly.  This  roach  has  only  been  fishable 
with  fly  for  two  days  during  the  past  fortnight.  In 
Castle  Milk  private  water,  Major  Bell-Irving,  Whitehiel, 
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killed  several  good  salmon.  He  had  one  of  201b.,  one  of 
H»lb. , and  one  of  91b.,  and  lio  lo«t  two  otherH  in  the 
Railing.  Mr.  J.  «J.  Boll- Irving  wa«  tho  moot  Bucoenofal 
angler  on  thia  wator.  Among  hia  killa  woro  ono  fiah  of 
of  21111).,  ono  of  181b.,  and  a amall  ono  of  8 Jib. 

In  tho  Murray thwaite  privato  waters  Colonel  Joynaon 
landed  ono  oi  161b.  and  ono  ol  81b.  Mr.  Francis  Joynson, 
Murrayth waito,  killed  ono  of  101b.  and  ono  at  another 
outing.  Tho  Rev.  J.  J.  Monilawa,  of  Middlebie,  killed 
two  Halmon,  both  small  fiah  of  8lb.  or  91b.  each.  In  Sir 
Robert  Jardino’H  privato  wator,  above  Rrocklerigg,  Mr. 

J.  Rao  killed  ono  salmon.  Mr.  Johnstone,  Koolofeohan, 
had  also  one.  In  tho  Boatlook  wator,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Campbell,  Perth,  killed  four  salmon  of  201b., 
191b. ,111b.,  and  91b.  Mr.  Harry  Hudson,  of  Old- 
ham,  killed  a nice  salmon  of  191b.  on  tho  Dinwoodio 
wator,  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Jardino.  Mr.  Scott, 
Moffatt,  killed  two,  of  201b.  and  121b.,  and  he  lost 
a big  finh.  Mr.  J.  London,  Annan,  killed  ono,  of  22}lb. 
on  Monday,  and  lost  two  in  the  gaffing.  Six  salmon 
woro  killed  in  Castlemilk  water  on  Saturday.  In  the 
Hoddom  Castlo  private  water  several  of  the  Castle 
guests  of  Mr.  Iirook  landed  salmon.  In  tho  Nith  the 
season  proved  a very  poor  ono  on  the  whole.  The  best 
sport  was  had  on  the  Blackwood  water.  Mr.  Fortune, 
of  Blackwood,  killed  on  Saturday  two  fine  fish  of  301b. 
and  22.} lb.,  and  on  Monday  bo  was  successful  in  landing 
three,  of  22Jlb.,  19}lb.,  and  191b. — Hkatherbell. 

Tweed,  &c. — Tho  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
boon  of  a most  varying  character,  and  not  at  all  in 
favour  of  the  salmon  angler.  The  rivers  have  been 
running  pretty  heavy  nearly  all  the  week,  but  on 
several  days  they  have  been  in  fair  fishing  ply,  and 
advantage  has,  of  course,  been  taken  of  every  available 
hour  by  the  diciples  of  the  rod  and  line,  seeing  that  the 
season  is  now  rapidly  drawing  to  a close  for  the 
present  year.  Angling  was  practicable  only  on  two 
days  of  the  latter  end  of  last  week,  and  these  were  duly 
taken  advantage  of,  when  several  salmon  were  killed. 
The  Tweed  was  in  fair  ply  on  Monday  above  Kelso, 
but  not  below,  as  the  Teviot  came  away  in  partial  flood, 
but  very  red.  This,  of  course,  spoilt  all  the  casts  below 
Kelso  Bridge  for  the  day,  while  Teviot  was  also  too  full 
for  successful  sport  on  Tuesday.  On  the  main  stream 
(Tweed),  however,  on  Tuesday,  fair  sport  was  again 
had,  but  the  weather  once  more  changed  during  the 
evening,  when  a deal  of  rain  fell,  accompanied  by  a very 
high  wind,  and  this  had  the  effect  of  again  bringing 
down  the  rivers  in  flood  on  Wednesday  morning,  the 
Tweedometer  at  Kelso  Bridge  marking  a rise  of 
fully  5ft.  at  9 a.m.,  so  that  fishing  will  not  > 
now  be  practicable  before  Friday,  if  then.  On  the 
Floors  Castle  water  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  had  I 
four  fish  during  the  week— 231b.,  151b.,  181b.,  and  \ 
191b. ; the  Earl  of  Zetland  five— 111b.,  131b..  141b.,  15£lb., 
and  171b.  : on  the  lower  water  Mr.  Gibson,  the  fisherman, 
has  had  eight  fish,  91b.,  121b.,  151b.,  151b.,  181b.,  191b., 
211b.,  and  221b.  On  the  Ednam  House  water  Mr.  Christie 
has  had  one  of  18Jlb. ; Major  Wilson  one  of  18Jlb.  : and 
Mr.  Owen  two  of  about  14lb.  each ; and  Mr.  Christie 
two,  151b.  and  181b.  On  the  Makerstorn  water  some 
half-dozen  fish  have  been  got,  ranging  from  121b.  to 
201b.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  on  Saturday,  Sir 
Richard  Waldie  Griffith  had  four,  18ilb.,  151b.,  13Jlb., 
and  121b.,  and  Mr.  Wiseman  one  grilse  of  61b. ; on  Tues- 
day Mr.  George  Main,  Jermyn-street,  London,  had  two, 
17Jlb.  and  161b. ; Col.  Boswall  Preston,  Edenhall,had  also 
two,  of  181b.  and  151b.  On  the  Molterstown  water,  some- 
thing like  haif-a-dozen  salmon  have  been  killed  during  the 
week,  ranging  from  121b.  up  to  about  201b.  On  the 
Mertoun  water,  Lord  Brougham  and  Vant  has  had  fairly 
good  sport,  and  three  of  his  fish  weighed  23Jlb.,  241b., 
and  261b.  On  the  Bemersyde  water,  Mr.  Farquahar 
has  also  had  several  fish,  the  weights  of  some  of  them 
being  181b.,  191b.,  271b.,  and  21§lb.  On  the  Teviot,  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Maxwell-place,  Kelso,  had  a 
fish  of  191b. ; Mr.  Jas.  Affleck,  Heiton,  one  of  91b. ; and 
Mr.  Jas.  Chisholm,  one  of  81b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Aughnacloy  Lakes — Pike  fishing  on  these  lakes 
has  been  very  good.  Mr.  W.  J.  Moore  last  week  bagged 
twenty  pike,  the  heaviest  scaling  101b. 

Ballinderry  (Cough,  co.  Tyrone).— The  run  of 
salmon  which  promised  so  well  has  stopped  short,  and 
only  a few  undersized  fish  are  going  up.  We  regret  to 
observe  signs  of  recent  poaching  about  this  weir.  The 
river  is  at  a nice  height  for  spawning,  and  the  early  fish 
are  busy  on  the  redds,  from  here  to  the  Bar  being  well 
supplied  with  them.  Very  few  are  at  work  higher  up. 

• — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Neagh. — Pollen  are  now  resorting  to  the 
shallows  to  spawn,  and  as  many  congregate  poaching  is 
extensively  carried  on.  At  the  Toome  Petty  Sessions 
last  Saturday,  no  less  than  forty-nine  nets  found 
illegally  set  lor  taking  pollen  and  salmon  were  confis- 
cated.  Plenty  of  salmon  are  coasting  the  lough  en  route 
to  the  rivers. — J.  A,  B. 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Salmon 
continue  to  run  up,  and  not  for  many  years  have  such 
large  numbers  been  observed  crossing  the  weirs.  The 
same  applies  to  the  Derg,  Finn,  and  Strule  tributaries. 

1 his  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  attributed  to  the 
hatchery  recently  established  here  by  the  Bann  and  Foyle 
Fishing  Company. 

South  ot  Ireland  — The  Lee  is  very  high,  and 
salmon  are  rapidly  running.  Tho  past  season  was  but 
a middling  one.— J.  A.  B. 

Waterville.— The  lake  is  now  far  beyond  its  ordinary 
mid-winter  height,  and  large  numbers  of  salmon  are 
ascending  from  it  to  the  spawning  rivers.  Tho  river 
Owreagh  has  been  in  flood  for  tho  past  three  weeks. 
White  trout  are  fairly  numerous  in  the  spawning  beds. 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Thebe  was  a largo  attendance  of  members  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  this  society,  held  on  Monday  night, 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  presided, 
and  in  tho  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheoley 
exhibited  a fino  carp  ho  has  had  set  up,  and  which  ho 
caught  in  Penn  Ponds,  Richmond  Park.  Another  new 
member  was  elected.  Owing  to  the  floods,  thero  was 
again  an  absence  of  fish  on  the  club  trays.  In  con- 
nection with  Dr.  Patterson's  lecture  on  Dec.  3,  Mr.  J. 
W.  Willis-Bund  has  promised  to  take  the  chair,  and  a 
very  largo  and  influential  gathering  of  anglers  is  antici- 
pated on  the  occasion. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY 
(TH AMES  C O M PETITI ON). 

The  prizes  won  in  the  late  A.B.  competition  on 
Oct.  28,  were  shown  on  the  15th  inst.  at  the  committee 
room,  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road, 
and  we  had  a tremendous  gathering  of  anglers  present. 
All  returns  for  the  outstanding  tickets  should  be  in 
before  the  distribution,  which  will  be  shortly  announced  ; 
also  the  amounts  of  cash  received  from  the  society,  will 
appear  shortly  in  the  Fishing  Gaxette.  I sincerely  hope 
every  society  will  see  that  their  amounts  are  notified. 
We  wish  to  pay  over  as  soon  as  possible  the  amount  to 
the  A.B  S.  secretary.  The  committee  will  meet  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  22.  B.  Abrahams. 


JAPANESE  FISHING  HAT. 

A home-made  fishing  hat,  which  is  an  excellent  sub- 
stitute for  the  expensive  duplicates  of  the  Indian 
pn?!?arees  sold  at  the  hat  stores  for  the  purpose,  can  be 
made  from  one  of  the  ten-cent  mat  baskets  from  a 
Japanese  store.  It  can  be  carried  flat  in  the  trunk  to 
the  fishing  camp  in  the  Catskills  or  Adirondaeks,  and 
then  easily  put  into  shape  for  wear.  The  frame  for  the 
head  is  made  with  four  three-inch  lengths  of  pasteboard, 


PISHING  HAT. 

with  a thin  sheet  of  leather  glued  over  as  covering. 
These  are  sewn  with  one  or  two  stitches  of  stout  white 
thread  to  the  bowl  of  the  basket  at  regular  intervals, 
and  a circle  of  pasteboard  fitted  to  the  head  is  covered 
with  oiled  silk  and  fastened  to  these.  These  hats  make 
ideal  water  headgear,  being  light  and  cool,  and  thus 
simply  and  cheaply  made  can  be  thrown  away  at  the  end 
of  the  outing  and  duplicated  each  season. — N.Y.  Times. 


FLYING-FISH  CATCHING  AT 
BARBADOES. 

Among  the  many  divers  methods  of  garnering  the 
harvest  of  the  sea,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
peculiar  is  the  Exocetus  fishery  of  Barbadoes.  Notwith- 
standing the  incredible  numbers  of  flying-fish  ( Exocetus 
volitans)  that  crowd  every  tropical  sea,  Barbadoes  is 
the  only  place  where  a systematic  fishery  of  them  has 
ever  been  established.  This  is  the  more  strange  when 
the  ease  with  which  th3y  may  be  taken,  and  the  pleasant 
conditions  under  which  the  fishery  is  carried  on,  is  con- 
sidered, while  the  succulent  delicacy  of  the  fish  is  cer- 
tainly a thing  to  remember.  Familiar  as  the  appearance 
of  these  wonderful  little  creatures  is  to  ocean  travellers, 
very  little  is  generally  known  with  regard  to  their 
habits,  haunts,  and  mode  of  life.  They  are  usually  the 
recipients  of  much  misspent  pity.  Relentlessly  pursued 
by  the  albacore,  bonito,  and  dolphin,  they  seek  the  air 
in  shoals,  only  to  be  gaily  annexed  by  hovering  birds  or 
to  fall  gasping  upon  the  deck  of  some  passing  ship. 
Their  fate  seems  a hard  one  ; hut  who  pities  their  prey? 
They  in  their  turn  pursue  as  relentlessly  and  persecute 
as  ruthlessly  the  smaller  fish  ; and  so  the  balance  is 
held  as  truly  as  nature  ever  holds  it  where  man  does  not 
interfere. 

The  most  common  and  widely  distributed  variety  of 
the  flying-fish  is  E.  volitans,  whose  range  is  world-wide 
between  the  limits  of  about  thirty-five  degrees  north  and 
thirty  degrees  south,  though  most  plentifully  found 
within  the  tropics.  They  are  usually  from  6in.  to  12in. 
in  length,  body  nearly  quadrangular,  colour  of  the  head 
and  back  blue,  abdomen  silvery,  lower  lobe  of  the  tail 
one-half  longer  than  the  upper.  Some  have  no  teeth, 
while  others  are  well  furnished ; and  naturalists  are 
unable  to  agree  as  to  whether  they  are  different 
varieties,  being  in  all  other  respects  the  same,  The 
pectoral  fins,  or  wings,  as  they  might  well  be  called,  are 
nearly  as  long  as  the  fish,  folding  neatly  and  compactly 
into  the  side  of  the  body  while  the  fish  is  in  the  water. 
The  ventral  fins  are  small  in  this  species,  but  do  not 
appear  to  be  used  as  wings,  merely  serving  to  balance 
and  guide  the  fish  in  the  air.  A very  common  error 
made  in  natural  histories  whore  the  fish  is  mentioned  is 
that  it  does  not  fly.  “ Its  supposed  flight  is  nothing 
more  than  a prolonged  leap  ; it  cannot  deviate  from  a 
straight  line,  and  cannot  rise  a second  time  without 
entering  the  water.”  This,  briefly,  is  the  sort  of  thing 
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one  meets  with  in  text-books  where  reference  is  made  to 
this  fish. 

The  simplest  way  of  dealing  with  it  is  the  Professor’s 
method  of  answering  tho  query  of  the  French  Academy 
whether  their  definition  of  a crab  was  correct.  The 
story  is  so  well  known  that  it  does  not  need  repetition. 
As  the  result  of  personal  observation  extending  over  a 
good  many  years,  I assert  that  the  exocetus  does  Jty.  I 
have  often  seen  a flying-fish  rise  two  hundred  yards  off, 
describe  a semicircle,  and  meeting  the  ship,  rise  20ft.  in 
the  air,  perpendicularly,  at  the  same  time  darting  off  at 
right  angles  to  its  previous  course.  Then,  after  another 
long  flight,  when  just  about  to  enter  the  water,  the 
gaping  jaws  of  a dolphin  emerging  from  tho  sea  gave  it 
panse,  and  it  rose  again,  returning  almost  directly  upon 
its  former  course.  This  procedure  is  so  common,  that  it 
is  a marvel  it.  is  not  more  widely  known.  A flying-fish, 
of  mature  size  can  fly  a thousand  yards.  It  does  not 
flap  its  fins  as  a bird,  but  they  vibrato,  like  the  wings  of 
an  insect,  with  a distinct  hum.  Tho  only  thing  which 
terminates  its  flight  involuntarily  is  the  drying  of  its 
fin  membranes,  and  their  consequent  stiffening. 

A marvellous  provision  of  nature  is  apparent  in  the 
eoonomy  of  this  fish.  ItH  swim-bladder  can  be  inflated 
so  as  to  occupy  the  whole  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
Another  membrane  in  the  month  is  inflated  through  the 
gills.  These  two  reservoirs  of  air  form  an  excellent 
substitne  for  the  air-cells  within  the  bones  of  birds,  and 
have  the  additional  advantage  of  being  voluntary  in 
their  action. 

The  only  other  species  of  flying-fish  which  is 
sufficiently  distinct  to  call  for  notice  is  E.  Nigricans, 
locally  known  as  “ Guineamen.”  They  often  exceed 
18in.  in  length,  and  weigh  21b.  or  31b.  In  these  the 
ventral  fins  are  also  very  large,  giving  the  fish  the 
appearance  of  a huge  dragon-fly  as  it  darts  through  th  e 
lucent  air.  The  markings  of  the  body  are  black  instead! 
of  blue,  while  the  fins  are  black  with  a transverse  band 
of  silver. 

Another  strange  thing  about  the  natural  histories 
that  I have  been  able  to  consult  is,  that  no  idea  seems 
to  be  formed  of  where  and  how  these  fish  spawn.  Being 
met  with  all  over  the  ocean,  where  its  profound  depth, 
precludes  all  idea  of  their  visiting  the  bottom,  the 
locality  of  their  breeding-places  has  puzzled  the  savants. 
There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  they  deposit  their 
ova  in  the  massive  banks  of  Sargasso  bacciferum,  or 
Gulf-weed,  which  is  met  with  in  such  vast  quantities  as 
to  impede  a vessel’s  progress  through  it.  Through  the 
pleasant  groves  and  avenues  of  these  floating  forests, 
the  young  fry  in  millions  disport  in  comparative 
security,  while  finding  abundant  food  among  the  myriad 
lower  forms  of  life  that  abound  there.  Of  course,  this 
remark  can  only  apply  to  the  Atlantic.  Not  having  had 
opportunities  enough  of  observation,  I am  unable  to  say 
where  they  spawn  in  the  other  oceans  they  frequent. 
On  the  coral  reefs  of  the  Leeward  Islands  and  the  sandy 
cays  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  I have  often  amused  myself 
by  catching  the  young  fry  thrown  up  with  piles  of  Gulf- 
weed  on  the  beach,  and  seen  masses  of  the  spawn,  like 
huge  bunches  of  white  currants,  entangled  among  its 
close-knit  fronds. 

Barbadoes,  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  north-east 
trades,  is  one  of  the  favourite  haunts  of  the  flying-fish. 
Its  steep  shore  lines  afford  the  blue  depths  which  the 
flying-fish  loves,  and  permit  it  to  range  very  near  to  land. 
Thus  the  fishermen  rarely  go  more  than  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  home.  When  this  industry  was  first  commenced  by 
the  Barbadians,  or  what  led  to  its  establishment,  I have- 
been  unable  to  discover  ; but  it  certainly  has  been  for 
many  years  the  mainstay  of  a large  part  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  the  source  whence  the  most  popular  food 
known  on  the  island  is  derived.  There  are  about  200- 
boats  engaged  in  the  fishery.  Nowise  notable  for  grace  of 
form  or  elegance  of  rig,  they  are  substantial  undecked 
vessels,  of  from  five  to  fifteen  tons  capacity,  built  in  the 
roughest  manner,  and  furnished  in  the  most  primitive 
way.  The  motive  power  is  a gaff-mainsail  and  jib,  and 
a couple  of  sweeps  for  calms.  They  are  painted  alight 
blue,  as  nearly  approaching  the  hue  of  the  sea  as  may 
be,  and  every  care  is  taken  to  make  them  noiseless. 

The  fleet  leaves  the  *' canash”  (harbour)  before  day- 
break, each  skipper  taking  his  own  bearings,  and  making 
for  the  spot  which  he  thinks  will  furnish  the  best 
resnlts.  As  the  gorgeous  tropical  dawn  awakes,  the 
boats’  peaks  are  drooped,  luffs  of  sails  are  hauled  up, 
and  the  fishermen  get  to  business.  The  tackle  used  is 
of  the  simplest  kind.  A wooden  hoop  three  feet  in 
diameter,  to  which  is  attached  a shallow  net  with  inch 
meshes  ; a bucketful  of — well,  not  to  put  too  fine  a point 
on  it — stinking  fish  ; a few  good  lines  and  hooks,  and  a- 
set  of  grains,  form  the  complete  lay-out.  The  fisher- 
men are  of  all  shades,  from  a deep  rich  ebony  up,  by  fine 
gradations,  to  the  cadaverous  white  so  common  in  the 
island.  Their  simple  fishing  costume  is  usually  one  sole 
garment — the  humble  flour  or  potato  sack  of  commerce, 
with  holes  cut  in  the  bottom  and  sides,  through  which, 
to  thrust  head  and  arms. — Chambers’  Journal. 


He  : “ I hear  that  young  Charlie  caught  a two  foot 
fish  this  morning  ? ” She  : “ What  nonsense  ! Who  ever 
heard  of  a fish  with  feet  1 ” 


Be  Kind  to  the  Little  Ones. — Thero  is  no  tyranny  so  hard 
to  bear  as  tho  tyranny  of  parents  who,  without  meaning  to  be 
cruel,  do  not  understand  their  children.  How  continually  do  we 
find  a child  punished  simply  because  it  is  fretful.  It  does  not 
seem  to  occur  to  some  parents  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  a 
child’s  fretfulness  arises  from  ill-health  or  from  some  temporary 
ailment.  But  this  is  assuredly  true,  and,  instead  of  punishing 
their  children,  parents  will  do  well  to  take  steps  to  keep  them 
healthy  and  strong.  They  will  not  find  tills  difficult  if  they  take 
care  to  keep  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment  always  by  them 
These  are  remedies  which  never  fail. 
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Jingling  fixtures. 

November  18.  

Alma : Competition. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Monthly  outing. 

Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Hampton. 

Dalston  : Match  in  the  Forty-guinea  Water. 
Enterprise  : Match  at  Wades  Mill. 

Eustonians  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Good  Intent : Prize  outing  (roving). 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Perseverance  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

November  19. 

Original  Alexandra : Visit. 

November  21. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Visit  and  presentation. 
Convivial : Visit. 

Izaak  Walton  : Supper  and  prize  outing. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  : Punt  match. 

November  22. 

West  London : Match. 

November  23. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Sooiety : Committee  meeting. 


Nov.  25. — Amicable  Excelsiors  : Match  at  Egham. 

,,  25. — Blackfriars  : Match  at  Pulborough. 
n 25. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

•i  25. — Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 
ii  25. — Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Pulborough. 
ii  25. — St.  George’s  : Match, 
n 25. — United  Brothers  : Prize  outing, 
n 25. — Wenlock  : Match  at  Bye  House, 

n 26. — City  of  London  and  Bising  Sun  : Visit. 

26. — Clissold  : A.B.  concert, 
ii  26. — Copenhagen  : A.B.  concert, 
ii  26. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Concert, 
ii  27. — Bose  and  Crown  : Concert, 
ii  28. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Supper  and  concert, 
ii  28. — Earlsfield  : Concert. 

ii  28. — Izaak  Walton  : Special  prize  outing, 
ii  29. — Islington  Brothers  : Supper. 

Dec.  2. — Brompton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

ii  2. — Camden  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

„ 2. — Walthamstow  Brothers  : Match  in  “ Lady’s 

Water.” 

,i  3. — Islington  Brothers  : Visit. 

• i 3.— Piscatorial  Society : Beading  by  Dr.  Pat- 
terson. 

,,  4. — Eagle  : Beading  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine. 

n 9- — Forest  Gate  Piscatorials : Christmas  prize 

outing. 

,,  9. — Golden  Barbel : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  9. — Rose  and  Crown  : Christmas  prize  outing, 

ii  16. — Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Reading. 


golfings  bp  ff)e  3$ap. 

I am  in  receipt  of  a handsome  programme  of  a concert 
to  be  given  by  the  members  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  21.  The 
occasion  is  a “visit”  (South  London)  and  presentation 
to  an  old  and  esteemed  member  of  the  society,  Mr. 
James  Jones.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  be  the  chairman, 
and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  vice. 

* » ***** 

A special  general  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  will  he  held  at  8 p.m.  on  Monday  next,  at  the 
Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  to  discuss  the  advisability  of 
renting  a certain  piece  of  water  for  the  sole  use  of 
members  of  the  society. 

******* 

Reports  to  hand  on  Friday  morning  are  to  the  effect 
that  the  Lea  has  overflown  its  banks.  The  meadows  at 
Tottenham  are  nearly  2ft.  under  water. 

******* 

I am  very  pleased  indeed  to  receive  the  following 
letter  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Richardson,  fishing  rod  and  tackle 
manufacturer,  Kingston-on-Thames : “ I had  the  honour 
of  weighing-in  the  first  fish  at  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society.  I was  pike  fishing  near  Weybridge,  on  Nov.  11, 
and  hooked  and  landed  a 15£lb.  pike.  The  length  was 
3ft.  lin.  ; extreme  girth,  19.|in. ; dorsal  girth,  14£in.  ; 
and  below  gills,  18-,'in.  I am  setting  tfie  fish  up,  and 
intend  it  for  the  walls  of  our  new  society.” 

******* 

Scores  of  letters  have  reached  me  anent  the  two 
magnificent  carp  taken  by  members  of  the  Lychnobite 
and  Second  Surrey  Anglers.  As  my  motto  is  “ peace  ” 
(not  war)  I refrain  for  the  present  to  insert  these 
letters.  But  I may  give  you  just  one  from  Mr. 
Brougham.  This  is  it:  “How  about  the  two  carp 
(181b*  loz.  and  181b.  2oz.)  that  have  been  recorded 
recently  ? I may  say  there  are  some  of  that  weight  in 
Bushey  Park.  We  also  put  in  the  Thames  at  Thames 
Ditton  several  of  141b.  each.”  Although  this  is  from 
Bushy  Park  it  is  not  a chestnut. 

******  * 

In  answer  to  the  scores  of  scores  of  letters  asking  for 
“correct”  information  of  the  capture  of  two  such 
beauties,  I must,  for  the  present,  simply  ask  my  readers 
to  turn  to  the  reports  from  the  secretaries  of  the  two 
societies.  I never  like  to  prophesy  until  I know,  you 
know.  Up  to  now,  the  two  “ beauties”  have  dwindled 
down  to  one  ; and  that  one  (which  weighed  181b.  loz.  on 
Friday  night,  Nov.  2,  weighed  181b.  2oz.  on  Nov.  11.  We 
live  and  learn  ! There  are  some  authorities  who  argue 
that  fish  lose  rather  than  gain  in  weight  in  nine  days. 
This  is  another  “ nine  days’  wonder.” 


Only  those  who  have  experienced  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  Dr.  Brunton’s  chatty,  amusing,  and  instruc- 
tive “recitals”  can  realise  the  treat  afforded  the 
Gresham  anglers  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  the 
doctor  related  his  holiday  experiences  of  1894.  He  took 
his  hearers  with  him  from  the  railway  station  to  the  far 
north  of  Scotland — over  mountains  and  lakes,  described 
the  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  the  capture  of  fish,  life  on 
board  the  yacht,  life  in  some  of  the  primitive  huts  where 
“contentment  reigned  supreme,”  &a.,  &c.  An  hour 
and  a half’s  “ talk  ” seemed  to  occupy  but  a few 
minutes.  The  doctor  was  in  his  best  vein,  and,  like 
good  wine,  appears  to  improve  with  age. 

******* 

Good  baskets  of  pike  and  perch  have  been  taken  on 
the  Bure,  nearSalhouse  Broad,  chiefly  by  spinning — the 
best  pike  121b.  and  a perch  of  3lb.  A pike  of  3Jlb.  was 
picked  up  near  Milton  Ferry,  dropped  by  a heron. 
******* 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Nov.  19,  at 
the  Foresters’  Hall,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  at  half-past  eight  o’clock. 

******* 

The  reason  fish  have  no  eyelids  is  that  they  are 
unnecessary.  The  lids  serve  merely  for  cleansing  and 
lubricating  purposes.  While  the  eye  is  bathed  with 
pure  water  there  is  not  the  same  need  for  other 
mechanical  cleansing  as  in  the  case  of  immersion  in  the 
comparatively  rare  atmosphere. 

******* 

The  proprietor  of  the  Coffee  Tavern,  Pulborough, 
writes  to  the  effect  that  “ the  place  is  flooded.  Water 
up  to  the  door  of  the  Swan  Hotel.”  Puzzle : Find  the 
Central  water. 

*****  * * 

“ A heavy  flood  has  come  down,  but  the  water  is  now 
in  order  for  the  first  time  this  year.  The  river  closes  on 
Nov.  14.”  The  date  of  this  announcement  is  Nov.  10  ! 
Just  four  days  to  make  hay  while  the  sun  shines.  This 
is  news  from  Conway.  Con  amore  things  would  appear 
to  be  in  a bad  way. 

******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


became  a member  of  the  Pine  Apple  Angling  Society 
in  1857,  and  continued  a working  member  of  various 
clubs  to  the  present  day.  In  1872  he  attended  the 
delegate  meeting  called  for  the  issue  of  the  first 
privilege  ticket.  He  gave  the  Association  its  name, 
“ The  United  London  Anglers’  Central  Committee,” 
which  name  it  retained  for  many  years.  He  was 
instrumental,  on  behalf  of  the  United  London  Anglers, 
and  Mr.  Geen  for  the  West  Central,  in  bringing  about 
the  amalgamation  of  the  two  associations.  Mr.  Manning 
also  helped  to  float  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  and 
addressed  many  meetings  on  its  behalf.  In  1874,  in 
conjunction  with  a few  friends,  he  formed  a new  club, 
the  Izaak  Walton,  which  now  numbers  over  100  members. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  senior  trustee  to  the 
Anglers’  Association  and  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society, 
and  is  beloved  and  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact. 

******* 

A correspondent  writes  : “ Coming  homo  last  Satur- 
day night  from  the  South  Coast,  we  noticed  in  the 
carriage  a man  with  a funeral  wreath,  and  a woman 
crying.  We  had  to  change  at  a station  a little  farther 
on,  and,  after  waiting  a short  time  on  the  platform,  we 
heard  the  guard  and  some  officials  arguing — the  break 
had  carried  a corpse,  and  there  was  no  owner.  We 
called  their  attention  to  tho  people  who  had  just  left 
our  carriage.  The  ticket  inspector  went  after  them  and 
brought  them  back.  They  had  left  the  station  and  had 
forgotten  their  freight ! ” 

******* 

All  known  chemical  elements  are  represented  in  sea 
water.  They  are  not  always  capable,  however,  of  being 
detected  by  chemical  analysis. 

******* 

I read  in  a Cnlcutta  paper  that  “ some  of  the  bye- 
paths  of  money-making  in  India  are  hardly  known  or 
suspected.  There  is  one  which  we  may  point  to,  and 
that  is,  the  rearing  of  fish  in  tanks.  A late  instance 
came  to  our  knowledge  in  which  a gentleman  spent, 
three  years  ago,  a hundred  rupees  in  taking  the  yearly 
loan  of  three  tanks  in  Ballygunge.  In  stocking  the 
tanks  and  in  paying  two  years’  further  rental,  he  wanted 
a capital  of  only  four  hundred  rupees.  This  outlay  the 
investor  has  lately  been  repaid  by  a refund  of  Rs.  3000 
in  netting  the  tanks.” 


Fishing  at  Cowden  (near  East  Grinsteadj  on  Nov.  11, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Fry  took  a pike  of  141b.  2oz.  It  measured 
36iin.,  and  8iin.  in  depth.  Mr.  Thorpe,  of  Croydon,  is 
mounting  it. 

*••*••• 

The  angler  who  left  an  umbrella  in  a train  (nine 
o’clock  from  Paddington  to  Reading)  on  Nov.  11,  may 
have  same  by  applying  to  a member  of  the  Pnoeaix 
Angling  Society,  Mr.  H.  T.  Bouffler,  55,  Whistler-street, 
Drayton  Park,  W. 

******* 

The  finest  salmon  and  trout  stream  in  Wales  is  stated 
to  be  the  Usk  ; next  to  it  come  the  Towy  and  the 
Teifi. 

******* 

“ A noisy  noise  annoys  an  oyster.”  So  says 

Science  Siftings. 

******* 

A meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association  has  been  held  to  consider 
a petition  presented  to  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  J.P.,  the 
president,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  his  approval  of  a 
scheme  for  taking  over  land  on  the  ea-t  side  of  the 
Derwent,  between  Knowlestone  place  and  the  Dale  weir, 
for  a working  men’s  club.  The  committee  decided  that 
it  would  be  inadvisable  to  support  the  proposal,  as  the 
association  had  expended  ,£300  on  restocking  the  river 
with  fish,  they  kept  a permanent  river  keeper,  and  they 
had  already  tried  working  men’s  tickets,  but  there  were 
only  three  applications.  They,  however,  were  quite 
willing  to  offer  these  facilities  again  at  5s.  a year. 
******* 

A four-pound  bream  was  taken  in  Day’s  Water  on 
the  Lea  on  Nov.  9 by  Mr.  W.  Davis,  one  of  the  Waltham- 
stow Brothers. 

******* 

The  prospect  of  fishing  in  our  dear  old  Father  Thames 
is  not  just  now  a particularly  bright  one.  True,  the 
boats  have  disappeared,  as  also  many  of  the  weeds. 
The  fact  is,  there  is  just  a little  too  much  water. 
The  tint  of  the  said  water  is  also  much  against 
successful  angling.  When  the  flood  subsides,  good 
sport  may  confidently  be  expected.  A line  to  Mr. 
Mathews,  of  the  Ship  Hotel.  Marlow-on-Thames,  will 
cause  a wire  to  be  sent  as  to  state  of  river  and  prospect 
of  sport  at  any  time. 

******* 

Mr.  Charles  Wilson,  fishing  with  his  brother  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Wroxham  on  Nov.  9 and  10,  took 
301b.  of  pike  (largest  fish  71b.)  and  some  perch. 
******* 

I am  asked  to  state  that  all  tickets  not  returned  for 
Mr.  C.  Watling,  sen.’s  benefit)  by  Tuesday  next  will  be 
considered  sold.  Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
for  the  same  will  greatly  oblige  by  sending  them  to  the 
Lincoln  Angling  Society  by  that  date. 

******* 

The  Place  where  the  Big  Jack  Died. 

If  you’ll  come  out  for  a walk, 

We  will  have  a quiet  talk, 

On  a subject  tnat  is  dear  to  you  and  I. 

To  be  young  again  you’ll  wish, 

As  we  chat  of  catching  fish, 

And  I’ve  something  in  my  pocket  when  we’re  dry. 

Which  way  am  I agoing  ? 

Well,  I thought  you  would  be  knowing, 

When  you  have  me  by  the  river  for  your  guide. 
If  all  the  earth  I’d  got, 

Still  I’d  think  the  dearest  spot, 

Was  the  place  where  the  big  jack  died., 

Yes  ’twas  there  he  met  his  end, 

My  old  foe,  my  finny  friend  ! 

The  monster  which  to  hook  I’d  often  tried. 

Some  say  sentiment  is  “ rot,” 

But  I love  this  pretty  spot — 

’Tis  the  place  where  the  big  jack  died. 
******* 

They  have  had  some  smart  divers  at  the  Aquarium 
for  a loDg  time  past,  but  the  new  man,  Peart,  dives 
from  a platform  placed  115ft.  from  the  floor  into  the 
tiny  tank  in  the  centre  of  the  stalls.  Hitherto  this  dive 
has  been  performed  feet  foremost,  but  Peart  comes 
down  head  first.  The  extraordinary  nature  of  this  dive 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  platform  is  placed  at  least 
20ft.  back  from  the  edge  of  the  tank,  so  that  in  order  to 
reach  the  middle  of  the  confined  waters  into  which  the 
dive  is  made,  it  is  necessary  for  Peart  to  spring  forward 
at  least  30ft.  before  he  can  safely  come  down  in  a per- 
pendicular direction. 

* ****** 

He  spent  his  life  in  digging  bait— 

Alas  ! the  hopeless  sinner — 

To  catch  a fish  that  came  too  late 
And  small,  to  make  a dinner  ! 
*******  , 
Mrs.  Blobbs  : “Do  you  believe  that  fish  makes 
brains?”  Mrs.  Slobbs  : “ Of  course  I do  ! Why,  when 
my  husband  goes  fishing,  the  next  morning  his  head  is 
that  big  his  hat  won’t  fit  him.” 

******* 

“ Go  to  Bath  ! ” I will  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  but  certainly  shall  wait  till  the  floods  have 
subsided.  The  inhabitants  of  this  quaiut  old  town  are 
experiencing  the  “ flood  of  the  century.”  Wood  pave- 
ments thrown  up ; streets  rendered  impassable  save  by 
boat ; in  many  places  only  the  tops  of  the  trees  visible  ; 
electric  dynamos  stopped  ; fires  at  the  gasworks  extin- 
guished ; theatres  closed ; all  public  fixtures  abandoned; 
water  several  feet  deep  in  some  of  the  top  rooms.  Water, 
water  everywhere.  Dragnet. 
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Hcports  from  Clubs  | 

Anglers'  Associati  on.  — Tho  monthly  delegate  | 
mooting  will  tako  placo  on  Monday  ovnning  next,  i 
Nov.  19,  at  8.30.  R.  Giiurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No  1,  Eastern  Dis- 
trict).— The  next  return  visit  on  tho  above  will  bo  to  I 
tho  Original  Alexandra,  Princo  Albert,  M ape-street,  I 
Bethnal  Greoti,  on  M<  inlay  next,  Nov.  10.  Anglers 
favouring  us  with  their  company  will  oblige  — G. 
Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Western 
DISTRICT). — On  Ten-day  a mOHt  successful  visit  was 
paid  to  tho  Allason  United  Angling  Society,  where  some  I 
splendid  talent  was  provided.  On  the  roll  being  called 
thirteon  clubs  responded.  On  opening  the  A.  B.  box  I i 
found  tho  sum  of  X 1 Is.  Tho  next  visit  will  goto  the 
Bostonian  Angling  Society.  Date  will  appear  later  in 
the  Gazette — ,T.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
ropoit  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  JH  10s.  from  the  Grange,  15s.  the  Rodney  Pisca- 
torial, and  10s.  8<1.  tho  Odds  and  Evens  Angling 
Societies  from  tboir  donation  boxes.  The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
Nov  23,  at  8 30  K Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. — 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Ux bridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 
Onr  return  visit  on  the  Western  District  List  of  the 
Anglers’  Association  took  place  on  the  13th  inst.  Four- 
teen clubs  wore  rep’esented.  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  0.  J.  Carter,  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  faced  by 
Mr.  Reade,  host  of  the  Rose  and  Crown.  A very  pleasant 
evenir  g was  spent  in  harmony.  The  following  gentle- 
men contributed  : Messrs.  Carter,  Abrahams,  R.  Chal- 
len,  H.  Challen.  Broek,  Bridge,  Turner,  Jones,  Bowyer, 
Harris,  Burrows,  Ma-shall,  Hughes,  Smith,  Gibbons, 
Reade.  Shileock,  and  W.  Harris.  The  A.B.  box  was 
opened,  and  contained  =£1  Is.  The  harmony  was  excel- 
lent, and  conclud-d  with  “ Auld  Lang  Syne.”  Mr. 
Dunn  presided  at  the  pianoforte.  A general  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  to  arrange 
prize  outing.  Mr.  Carey  weighed-in  a barbel  from  the 
Thames.  A competition  (promoted  by  Mr.  Read,  of  the 
Rose  ard  Crown  Anti  ng  Society)  will  be  held  on  Dec.  9, 
for  Christmas  prizes.  From  Windsor  to  Bray.  Tickets, 
Is. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-plaee,  Lincob  ’s-inn  Fields. — On  Nov.  11,  only 
Mr.  W.  Hall  weighed-in,  taking  3rd  prize  in  competition  ; 
there  are  still  two  prizes  standing,  same  conditions,  for 
Nov.  18.  On  Monday  our  concert  took  place  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  H.  Seymour,  which,  I may  say,  was  a 
great  success.  Some  excellent  harmony  was  rendered 
by  the  following  : Messrs.  Dewell,  Hodges,  Drew,  Emms, 
Rogers,  Masters  Bird,  Marriott,  Leiciester,  Wright, 
Mrs.  Fairbairn,  and  < thers  too  nnmerons  to  mention. 
Messrs.  Leiciester  and  Hogger  were  in  the  chair  and 
vice-chair  respectively.  Mr.  W.  Skinner  presided  at 
the  piano.— G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutt on-street,  Goswell-road. — A number  of 
onr  members  fished  a match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the 
11th  in6t  , for  a series  of  prizes.  The  water  being  in 
good  condition,  a most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The 
following  is  tbe  order  of  merit,  as  weighed-in  : Messrs. 
T.  Embleton,  bream;  Coneybeare,  bream  and  roach; 
Merry,  roach,  Windier,  roach;  Lambarth,  roach  and 
dace;  Hutchings,  roach  ; Cripps,  roach  ; James,  roach; 
Lanning,  jack;  Hazcll,  roach;  Pearman,  roach;  Latti- 
more,  roach ; Lewis,  roach  ; making  a good  show  of 
fish  in  the  trajs.  - G.  Merry. 

Anchor  an  d Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S E.— Several  of  onr  members  were  out 
on  Nov.  11,  with  poor  results.  The  same  prizes  as 
on  previous  outing  No  one  succeeded  in  weighing-in  ; 
go  where  you  please.  The  next  visit  takes  place  at  onr 
clubhouse  on  Wednesday  next,  Nov.  21,  when  a grand 
concert  and  a testimonial  to  our  old  and  esteemed 
member,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  takes  place,  Mr  T.  Crumplen  in 
the  chair,  at  8 30  sharp,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  in  the  vice- 
chair, when  I hope  to  see  the  clubs  on  the  list  well 
represented  on  that  occasion  ; and  allow  me  to  thank 
those  clubs  most  heartily  for  the  generous  support 
they  have  given  me  in  raising  this  deserved  present. 
On  the  same  i ight  Mr  Malletts  will  be  presented  with  a 
good  roach  polefby  Mr.  Sower  butts),  he  being  the  runner- 
up  to  the  cup  There  are  stili  a few  outstanding  subscrip- 
tions; kindly  let  me  have  them  in.  Will  the  committee 
meet  on  the  18th  at  8.30  to  settle  final  arrangements. — 
W.  F.  Barratt. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 

Hotel,  Queen’s-i o-id,  Battersea.— The  members  of  this 
club  fished  a match  at  Pangbourne  on  the  lltb,  with 
following  result : Mr.  A.  S.  Dejonge,  first ; Mr.  J.  Cox, 
second;  Mr.  A Dodd,  third.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next,  when  the  Christmas  prizes  will 
be  arranged. — Geo.  Mumford. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — The  match  at 
Pangbourne  resulted  as  follows  ; Mr.  Dejonge,  first ; Mr. 
Cox,  second;  Mr.  Dodd,  third.  Please  attend  next 
Tuesday  for  important  business. — A.  Dodd. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey  -street. — We  had  an  exceptionally 
good  show  of  fiHh  on  tbe  lltb  inst.,  considering  the 
flooded  state  of  ihe  river,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  beading 
tbe  list  with  33£lb  of  roach,  and  33 jib.  of  jack,  making 
his  total  66:(lb.  Mr.  H.  Patman,  W.  Streeton,  and  W.  S. 
Clarko  also  weigbed-in  somo  capital  takes  of  roach, 
making  a total  of  133;)lb.  of  roach  weighed-in  by  these 


four  momberH,  all  of  thorn  good  class  fish,  and  all  taken 
on  tho  Hamo  day,  viz.,  the  11th.  Messrs.  J.  Smith,  J. 
Warrnun,  and  W.  A.  Woodhead  also  bad  fish,  tho  last 
named  a nice  porch  from  tho  Thames  of  lib.  3oz., 
making  a total  gross  weight  of  fish  of  nearly  1801b. 
The  next  competition  for  the  November  series  of  prizes 
will  take  placo  on  Nov.  18  at  Reading;  radius  from 
Caversbam  Bridge  to  Tilehnrst  Ferry. — Auf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South wark-stroet.  — Tho  following  members  weighed- 
in  : Mr.  WheelhouHe,  jack  ; Mr.  Wilson,  jack  : Mr. 
Marrigold,  roach.  Several  others  out.  On  Nov.  25  we 
fish  our  match  at  Pulborough.  Central  water  barred. — 

J.  Whekbuouse. 

Bloomsbury  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-stroot,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.  On  Nov.  11 
tho  following  members  weighed-in  fish  (Mr.  Windsou 
being  tbe  winner,  with  over  31b.  of  roach) : Messrs. 
Roach,  roach  and  dace;  A.  W.  Pain,  roach;  Rich, 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  ; Smith,  roach;  Hasted,  roach  ; 
Stevens,  roach. — A.  Wiltshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  Wednesday  last 
a pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  the 
members  and  friends,  the  occasion  being  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Ward’s  miscellaneous  subjects  and  objects  on  view 
by  tbe  lantern,  entitled  “Odds  and  Ends,”  including 
fishermen’s  haunts,  haunted  places,  and  fishing  trifles. 
Nearly  seventy  slides  were  exhibited,  depicting  some  of 
the  favourite  spots  and  swims  patronised  by  the 
members,  and  amusing  scenes  relating  to  the  same ; 
the  room  was  crowded,  needless  to  say,  with  a highly 
appreciative  audience.  Some  excellent  music  was  given 
bv  Mr.  Bertram,  violin  ; Mr.  Jones,  ’cello,  andC.  Jackson, 
piano.  The  whole  closed  with  very  hearty  votes  to 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Ward  for  their  third  excellent  and 
artistic  entertainment,  which  was  quite  up  to  date,  and 
it  is  not  often  anglers  get  such  a treat.  Since  last 
report  Messrs.  J.  Hoare,  roach;  Revett,  jack;  West, 
roach  ; Jennings,  roach  ; and  Rundell,  roach,  dace,  and 
chub. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.— Members  will  please 
note  that  the  competition  arranged  to  take  place  on  the 
18th  inst.  at  Shiplake  has  been  postponed  till  Dec.  2. 
Since  my  last  report  Mr.  Muller  has  weighed-in  some 
roach,  and  Mr.  Robson  roach  and  dace. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  mem- 
bers have  weigned-in  some  nice  shows  of  fish : Mr.  J. 
Watkins,  roach  and  perch ; B.  Bissell,  roach ; R. 
Walden,  jack  ; R.  H.  Walden,  jack— J.  Watkins. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  241  and 
243,  Goswell-road,  E C. — Onr  members  were  all  out  on 
Nov.  11,  and  a few  very  nice  roach  and  three  jack  were 
taken.  Many  of  them  intend  going  out  again  on  Nov.  18, 
when  I hope  they  may  meet  with  success. — J.  C. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Thames- 
street. — The  next  visit  on  the  central  list  will  take  place 
at  the  above  on  Monday,  Nov.  26.  Secretaries  will 
oblige  by  preventing  a “ clash.” — J.  E.  C. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— A 
successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Funny 
Folks  Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Rachel  in 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Patterson.  The  following  twenty- 
one  clubs  sent  representatives,  viz.,  Great  Northern, 
Lincoln,  St.  John,  Convivial,  Crown  and  Buckland,  City 
of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny 
Folks,  Islington  Brothers,  Alma,  North  London, 
Camden,  Phcenix,  Royal  George,  St.  Luke’s,  Hoxton 
Brothers,  Wenlock,  Sundial,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Westminster,  and  Silver  Trout.  They  had  a house  full 
of  company.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Islington 
Brothers,  at  the  Myddleton  Arms,  Canonbury-road, 
Islington.  Date  next  week. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road. — Several  of  onr  members  were  out  on  Nov.  1, 
when  Mr.  Gudgin  saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  a 
show  of  roach  and  perch.  We  hold  a smoking  concert  in 
aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  on  Monday, 
Nov.  26,  when  I hope  brother  anglers  will  attend  in 
good  force. — W.  S.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— On  Nov. 
11  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  J.  Hicks,  and  F.  Hannabus  were 
tbe  only  members  who  weighed-in.  I beg  to  call  those 
members’  attention  who  do  not  attend  on  Tuesday 
nights  that  our  fourth  match  of  the  season  will  take 
place  at  Henley  on  Dec.  2.  Same  conditions  as  last 
match,  but  no  one  to  go  on  the  bridge  at  Marsh  Lock  ; 
all  fish  from  the  bank.  Will  members  attend  Nov.  18, 
as  we  expect  a friendly  visit  from  the  South  Bermondsey 
PiEoatorials. — T.  Twyman. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
— Our  match  of  the  11th  inst.  resulted  in  the  first  prize 
being  taken  by  A.  Chappell,  with  14£oz.  Other  members 
weighed-in,  but  too  late  for  prize-taking,  one  had  some 
nice  perch  and  bream.  The  two  remaining  prizes  are 
to  be  fished  for  at  Kingston,  between  Teddington  Lock 
and  Surbiton,  to  go  down  by  the  first  train,  cease  fishing 
at  five  o’clock.  I hope  all  members  will  muster  at  the 
club-house  next  Tuesday  night  for  the  transaction  of 
important  business. — F.  Ross.  _ _ 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green.  — We 
bad  a very  poor  muster  last  night,  and  no  business  was 
done.  I trust  all  members  will  attend  next  Wednesday, 
especially  those  that  are  in  arrears,  aB  I wish  to  get  the 
balance-sheet  ready  for  the  half-yearly  supper,  which 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  28,  chairman,  Mr. 
C.  Funnell ; vice,  Mr.  G.  Norris.  Tickets,  3s.  each, 
after  which  a concert  will  be  held,  when  we  shall  bo 
pleased  to  have  the  company  of  any  friend  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend.  Supper  on  table  at 
8 o’clock  sharp. — W.  H.  Burwasii. 


Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Nov.  11  eleven  members 
competed  for  the  Christmas  prizes  at  Harlow.  Result: 
Mr.  T.  Wood,  first;  F Wood,  second.  Mr.  Poore 
weigbed-in  a very  grand  show  of  roach  and  dace,  total 
311b.  lljoz.  Mr.  Pocock  also  had  roach.  The  com- 
petition for  tho  remaining  Christmas  prizes  will  be 
continued  in  the  Forty-Guinea  water  in  the  Lea  on  Nov. 
18.  Members  can  travel  by  the  8 and  9 o’clock  trainB. 

— S.  Mai.iiy. 

Eagle  Angling  Society.  Chosnut-road,  Tottenham. 

— Sport  has  been  very  quiet  lately,  only  a few  members 
having  any  fish.  Mr.  Ashmore,  roach  and  dace;  Messrs. 
Day  and  Dunford,  roach  ; Messrs.  Collier  and  Wilson, 
jack  and  perch.  On  Tuesday,  Dee.  1,  Mr.  Jardine  will 
road  a paper  on  angling;  further  particulars  later  on. 
After  tho  reading  there  will  be  a smoking  concert  and  a 
collection  in  aid  of  the  A.B  S.  Members  of  other 
angling  societies  are  cordially  invited,  some  very  first 
class  talent  being  engaged. — J.  G Dver. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlofield,  S.W.— A smoking  concert  will  take  place  on 
Nov  28  at  8 p m.,  when  brother  anglerH  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome. — Bruce  and  Frampton. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.— On  Nov.  1,  I regret  to  say,  the 
fortnightly  prize  was  not  taken.  Mr.  Phesay  weighed 
in  roach  and  dace  41b.  6oz.  ; Mr.  Clark,  dace  12oz.  ; Mr. 
Jones,  jack  41b.  lOoz. ; Mr.  Warwick,  jack  21b.  6oz.  Mr. 
Lefever  and  others  had  fish.  On  Nov.  18  members  will 
compete  for  eight  prizes  at  Wades  Mill,  and  on  the  25tb 
Mr.  Price’s  prize  will  be  fished  for  at  Roydon,  all  fish  to 
weigh. — W.  II.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  Tbe  Wellington  Hotel, 
High-street.— 1 tried  Twickenham  Deeps  with  J.  Spong 
on  Monday  last.  Took  three  bream  21b.  11  joz.  Largest 
lib.  joz.  River  high,  over  the  promenade  and  islands. — 
J.  Jeffery. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cnp,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross —On  Nov.  11  several  of  onr 
members  fished  at  Amberley  for  six  prizes,  only  one 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Abbott  with  bream.  They  are  to 
be  fished  for  on  Nov.  18 ; same  conditions.  Mr.  Cook 
gives  a prize  for  the  largest  dace.  C.  A. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — On  Nov.  11  Mr.  W.  J. 
Talbot  weighed-in  roach.  A prize  to  the  value  of 
10s.  6d.  will  be  given  for  the  largest  jack  of  51b.  and 
upwards,  taken  from  any  water  during  the  remainder  of 
1894.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Talbot 
for  his  prize  offered  last  week.  Mr.  Carter’s  resignation 
was  duly  accepted  as  proposed  by  him.  Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society.  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.— On  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Biggs  brought  home 
a good  show  of  roach  (9£lb.)  ; Mr.  Vanhagan  had  21b. 
lloz. ; and  Mrs.  Hill  had  lflb.  of  roach.  We  had  a 
good  ’ muster  at  our  visit  on  Monday.  The  chairs 
being  taken  by  Messrs.  Willard  and  Paterson,  Messrs. 
C.  Watling,  Thorling,  Midson,  Gibson,  Masters,  Stretch, 
sen.,  Chambers,  and  other  friends  gave  some  good  songs, 
and  we  spent  a very  enjoyable  evening.  Twenty-one 
clubs  were  represented.  Mr.  Castell  called  the  roll.— 
G.  P. 

G olden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — On  Nov.  11,  onr  members  were  out  in 
full  force.  Messrs.  Fowler,  Bailey,  Crow,  and  West, 
with  good  shows  of  roach  and  dace  ; also  Messrs.  Ellins 
and  Hall.  Oar  Christmas  sweep  will  take  place  on 
Dec.  9,  from  Shiplake  Lock  to  Henley  Bridge  (usual 
conditions).  On  Tuesday  next  our  first  social  evening 
of  the  season  will  take  place,  when  members  and  friends 
will  receive  a hearty  welcome. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Our  members  fished  for 
Christmas  prizes  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  the  5th  inst.  The 
following  were  the  winners  in  rotation : Messrs.  Alme- 
roth,  R"  Murphy,  Puttnam,  Lamb,  and  Hewitt.  The 
members  will  fish  off  the  remaining  prizes  on  Nov.  18  ; 
go  where  they  choose. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E. — On  the  8th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Jordan  was  nominated  an  active  mem- 
ber and  Mr.  T.  Wolland  was  elected.  Mr.  Geo.  Wood 
was  awarded  a prize  (given  by  Mr.  H.  Curley)  for 
October.  Mr.  Field  opened  the  collecting  box,  which 
contained  30s.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
Mr.  Field  for  his  attendance,  also  one  to  the  chairman, 
and  the  meeting  closed.  Since  my  last  report  Mr.  Geo. 
Wood  weighed-in  a tench,  21b.  8Joz.  ; and  six  roach, 
31b.  9oz.-W  K.  „ 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.  — The 
result  of  our  competition  at  Bourne  End  on  the  11th 
inst.  was  very  poor ; the  river  wa9  high,  and  fnll  of 
floating  weeds.  C.  Large,  1st;  J.  Francis,  2nd;  F. 
Watling,  3rd  ; J.  Osborne,  4th  ; and  H.  Hutchings,  5th. 
Messrs.  J.  K.  Fitch,  J.  A.  Fitch,  W.  Parkin,  A.  Ham- 
bidge,  J.  Hewitt,  W.  Symes,  and  C.  Watling  also 
weighed-in.  We  have  forwarded  21s.  to  the  Re-stoeking 
and  Preservation  Fund. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  W.  Marshall 
in  the  chair.  The  reports  of  fishing  in  the  past  week 
showed  that  some  grand  sport  had  been  got  in  tho  salt 
water.  Owing  to  the  number  of  members  going  to  Deal 
not  being  sufficient,  no  concession  could  be  obtained 
from  the  Railway  Company.  However,  thirteen  membors 
went  down,  and  took  cod,  whiting,  and  other;  fish  on  the 
first  day  2821b.,  second  3571b,  and  third  2701b.,  or  a 
total  of  9091b.  in  throe  days.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr. 
Young,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  boatman,  took  600 
whiting  in  three  days  ; Mr.  Gibson,  601b. ; Mr.  Allon,  a 
quantity  of  ood,  whiting,  and  a largo  lobster.  Mr.  C. 
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Fosbrooke,  with  Mr.  Norman’s  three  lads,  about,  a 
hundredweight  and  a half  of  flat  fish,  at  Leigh  ; 
and  Mr.  Hayward  a lot  of  flat  fish,  also  from 
Leigh.  Mr.  Ohlson  related  some  experiences  among 
the  trout  in  Devonshire  since  he  was  last  present  at 
a meeting  ; also  pollack,  mackerel,  and  cod  at  Guernsey. 
A eertificate  was  handed  in  of  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson 
having  killed  a pike  of  37in.,  weighing  131b.,  another  of 
36in.,  121b.  12oz.,  and  one  of  51b.  on  the  Stour.  The 
principal  feature  of  the  business  was  some  “ Holiday 
Experiences”  related  by  Dr.  Brunton,  M.D.,  when  he 
lately  visited  Oban  on  a fishing  excursion.  The  well- 
known  aneodotal  powers  of  the  genial  doctor,  his  great 
observance,  descriptions  of  scenery,  and  little  bits  of 
philosophy  combined,  gave  great  pleasure  to  a well 
attended  meeting.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  after- 
wards given  him.  On  the  programme  “ Pike  Fishing  in 
any  Water  ” is  the  order  of  the  day,  and  a prize  consist- 
ing of  a pike  rod  and  Sandringham  bag  will  be  given  by 
Mr.  C.  K.  Turpin — James  Tayler. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorials,  Devon 
Arms,  Morning  - lane,  Hackney.  — On  Nov.  11  Mr. 
Fortescue  saved  the  society  from  a blank  with  a nice 
chub.  On  Thursday,  the  15th,  I had  a very  good 
attendance,  but  no  fish,  but  some  excellent  harmony 
was  rendered  by  Messrs.  Shork,  Fortescue,  Cook,  Dyke, 
Bale,  Leigh,  and  others. — M. 

Havelock  Angling  Society.  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — 
Our  match  at  Sawbridgworth,  on  Nov.  11,  resulted  in 
one  prize  only  being  taken,  by  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  sen. 
(dace).  A general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
Nov.  27,  when  all  are  most  earnestly  desired  to  attend, 
as  business  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  society  is 
to  be  discussed. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  11 
the  following  weighed-in  : Mr.  A.  Fish,  with  bream  and 
roach,  from  Dagenham  Lake,  and  Mr.  Russell,  dace.  Our 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.  takes  place  on 
Nov.  26,  when  I hope  we  shall  get  a good  attendance  of 
clubs  to  support  such  a noble  institution.  We  go  out 
for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  25.  Will  members  make 
themselves  eligible.— C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  were 
saved  from  a blank  on  Nov.  11  by  Mr.  BurtoD,  who 
weighed-in  some  very  fair  roach.  Several  members 
were  out,  but  were  unsuccessful,  which  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  considering  the  weather.  Another  outing 
has  been  suggested,  and  members  intending  to  go  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  when  the  date 
and  destination  will  be  agreed  upon. — E.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  11 
F.  Newton  weighed-in  8Jlb.  roach  and  a few  dace  ; G.  H. 
Wood,  7|lb.  bream  ; J.  Rowe,  jack  ; J.  Huntley,  roach  ; 
and  S-  Cole,  dace.  On  Nov.  18  the  members  will  fish 
for  Christmas  prizes  at  Burnt  Mill.  Mr.  J.  Carter,  late 
of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  was  unanimously 
elected  a member.  We  have  vacancies  for  a few 
anglers  to  join  this  old-established  society,  founded 
1866. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Portland-street,  W. — On  Nov.  11  Mr.  Nicholls 
weighed-in  perch  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Hansford  dace.  I 
should  like  a few  members  to  turn  up  next  week  to 
arrange  a Christmas  outing. — Snap. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society. — Members  are 
requested  to  note  that  we  have  removed  our  head- 
quarters to  Ye  Olde  Swans  Nest,  10  and  11,  Great  Swan- 
Alley,  Moorgate-street,  London,  E.C.,  in  consequence  of 
the  increased  membership.  Our  outing  to  Staines  on 
18th  inst.  has  been  postponed  on  account  of  the  Hooded 
condition  of  the  river.  At  our  monthly  meeting  on  the 
7th  inst.,  we  elected  five  new  working  members,  and  one 
honorary.  Since  my  last  report  the  following  fishing 
reports  have  been  made  -.  On  the  4th  inst.,  Mr.  Boat- 
wright perch,  and  Mr.  F.  Seyfang  roach  ; and  on  11th 
inst.,  Mr.  F.  Seyfang  roach. — F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Our  outing  to  Harlow  was 
a blank  ; not  one  sizeable  fish  being  taken.  We  fish  a 
roving  match  at  Kingston  to  Hampton  Court  on  Nov.  25. 
The  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  United  list  will  take 
place  at  the  above  on  Dec.  3,  anglers  and  friends 
cordially  invited.  I should  like  to  see  a good  muster  on 
Tuesday,  as  the  supper  night  is  close  upon  us. — J . H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  half-yearly 
distribution  of  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Nov.  21, 
on  which  occasion  the  members  will  indulge  in  a supper. 
Those  members  who  intend  being  present  at  the  supper 
will  please  send  in  their  names  to  the  secretary  not  later 
than  Nov.  18.  The  members  will  compete  for  two  special 
prizes  on  Nov.  18,  in  the  Stort,  between  Burnt  Mill  and 
Sawbridgesworth  ; also  for  two  “specials”  on  Nov.  28, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters.  Private  waters  barred.  Messrs.  T.  W.  Garrard 
and  J.  Poole  weighed-in  roach  on  Nov.  11.  Mr.  F. 
Heldt  had  jack. — H B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  11,  at  our 

Woking  match,  no  prizes  were  taken,  Mr.  Webster 
weighing  one  chub  21b.  lloz.,  Mr.  Wood  gudgeon.  The 
next  outing  will  be  decided  on  Nov.  21.  On  the  14th 
inst.  a smoking  concert  took  place  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B.S.,  which  was  a great  success,  the  box  containing 
16s.  8d.  I must  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr. 
Richardson,  from  Mr.  E.  Dunhill’s  tackle  manufactory, 
and  friends,  for  their  very  kind  attendance  on  this 
occasion,  and  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  their  company 
at  some  future  date. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— The  small 
party  of  our  members  who  tried  the  Dee  last  week  failed 
to  do  anything  worth  while,  but  the  party  of  St.  Helen’s 


Anglers  who  had  a day  in  Cheshire  were  rewarded  by  a 
take  of  nine  pike,  the  other  kinds  of  fish  being  off. 
Replying  to  G.  H.  Smooth,  I was  not  aware  that  any 
correspondence  in  a contemporary  had  taken  place  in 
respect  to  a bogus  take  of  401b.  of  fish  in  a competition, 
Liverpool  and  St.  Helens.  All  I know  is  that  the  result 
of  this  friendly  contest  was  correctly  reported  by  me  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  there,  so  far  as  I am  con- 
cerned, the  matter  ends. — R.  Woolf  all. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 
Some  members  of  the  above  society  are  journeying  to 
Chester  on  Nov.  18  to  have  a try  for  some  pike.  Any 
of  the  members  wishing  to  accompany  them  can  do  so 
by  meeting  on  the  landing  stage  at  8 a.m.  Mr. 
Hetherington,  while  out  fishing  on  Tuesday  secured  a 
nice  lot  of  roach  and  rudd  from  the  society’s  waters, 
averaging  from  Jib.  to  lib.  Will  members  kindly  attend 
the  meeting  on  Monday  next. — James  Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — In  reference  to  the  carp  caught  by  Mr.  W. 
Eady,  a member  of  the  above  society,  the  weight  and 
dimensions  of  which  were  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  last  week  ; it  was  given  to  us  by  Mr.  Eady,  and  we 
at  once  decided  to  have  it  preserved.  Now,  it  appears 
that  this  fish  has  created  a remarkable  sensation  in 
angling  circles,  and,  in  consequence,  some  extraordinary 
stories  have  been  told.  The  first  that  I heard  in  the 
way  of  doubt  as  to  the  veracity  of  Mr.  Eady’s  catch  was 
that  a paragraph  had  appeared  in  an  evening  journal 
quoting  a correspondent  who  had  stated  that  he  saw  a 
Dutch  carp  sold  in  Middlesex-street  (i.e.,  Petticoat- 
lane)  for  6s.  This  paragraph  appeared  on  Friday, 
Nov.  9,  and,  as  Mr.  Eady’s  name  was  mentioned 
in  connectiod  with  the  affair,  the  president  of  our 
society  and  myself  questioned  Mr.  Eady  as  to  the 
genuineness  of  his  catch,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  any 
objection  to  publishing  the  place  where  he  caught  it. 
His  answer  was  that  he  did  not  wish  the  place  to  be 
made  public,  for  several  reasons,  a main  reason  being 
that  he  intends  to  fish  there  again  shortly  ; but  the 
president  and  myself  are  in  his  confidence  on  this  point, 
and  have  not  the  slightest  reason  for  thinking  otherwise 
than  as  he  has  stated.  On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the 
10th,  I wrote  to  the  evening  journal  mentioned  above, 
that  we  could  only  take  notice  of  any  challenge  of  Mr. 
Eady’s  catch  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  On  Monday 
a paragraph  appeared  in  the  paper  in  question, 
in  which,  after  an  attempt  to  be  jocular  over 
the  name  of  our  society,  it  was  stated  that  the 
writer  of  the  paragraph  of  the  previous  Friday  had 
requested  the  insertion  of  an  apology  of  a purely 
personal  character.  I also  on  the  same  day  (the  10th) 
wrote  to  Messrs.  Cooper,  as  experts,  for  their  opinion  of 
the  carp  in  their  possession,  and  they  very  courteously 
sent  a speedy  reply,  as  follows : “ The  carp  weighing 
181b.  loz.  we  are  now  mounting  for  your  society  is, 
without  a doubt,  a genuine  English  fish.”  So  much  for 
“ the  Dutch  carp  ” story.  But  The  People  of  Sunday 
last  contained  a paragraph  stating  that  the  secretary  of 
the  Second  Surrey  Anglers’  Society  had  weighed  in  a 
carp  for  a Mr.  F.  C.  Ballinger,  which  scaled  181b.  2oz., 
and  the  dimensions  of  which  were  exactly  those  of  our 
own  fish.  Inquiry  was  promptly  made  by  our  president 
to  the  following  effect:  On  Saturday,  Nov.  3,  the  day 
after  our  fish  was  weighed-in,  Mr.  Eady  (as  he  had 
important  business  to  attend  to  that  day)  requested 
Mr.  Ballinger  to  take  his  fish  to  the  taxidermist 
to  be  mounted  at  the  expense  of  our  society.  A serious 
breach  of  trust  was  the  result.  The  fish,  instead  of 
being  taken  to  Messrs.  Cooper  at  once,  was  taken  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Second  Surrey  Anglers,  who  was 
told  by  Mr.  Ballinger  that  he  had  caught  the  fish,  and 
the  secretary  weighed  it  and  credited  it  to  him — namely. 
181b.  2oz.  I have  seen  Mr.  Ballinger,  in  the  presence  of 
three  other  witnesses,  aud  he  stated  that  he  did  it  all 
for  a joke.  But  there  is  a sequel  to  all  this.  Informa- 
tion has  reached  me  that  the  secretary  of  the 
Second  Surrey  Anglers  has  stated  that  not  one,  but 
two,  Dutch  carp  were  either  purchased  or  raffled  for  in 
Middlesex-street  last  week,  and,  finding  that  the  fish  he 
weighed-in  scaled  181b.  2oz,,  he  wishes  to  know  where 
the  other  fish  is.  I can  only  say  that  I hope  my  infor- 
mant is  incorrect,  because  if  the  statement  about  two 
carp  is  correct,  and  Mr.  Ballinger  weighed-in  our 
fish  as  his  own,  the  two  carp  must  be  somewhere 
about.  I think  some  explanation  is  required  here. 
As  regards  the  difference  of  an  ounce  in  the 
two  weights,  we  are  a young  society  only  being 
twelve  months  old,  and  with  the  modesty  of  infancy 
we  are  quite  content  for  our  part  to  let  it  remain  at 
181b.  loz.,  which  was  the  weight  recorded  on  a patent 
weighing  machine  with  the  fish  resting  on  a plank,  which 
was  weighed  separately.  A deal  has  been  stated  about 
it  being  most  extraordinary  that  a carp  should  be  caught 
with  the  bait  used — dace.  It  undoubtedly  is  extra- 
ordinary— most  extraordinary  ; but  the  extraordinary  is 
not  impossible.  Apologising  for  the  length  of  this 
report,  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society  will  gladly 
invite  criticism— honest  criticism — but  not  “ carp  ”-ing 
innuendo.  We  have  secured  the  St.  George’s  Hall, 
Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  for  Saturday, 
Jan.  26,  1895,  f >ra  grand  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Fund.  Ladies  will  be  invited. — J.  E. 
Griffiths 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Oa 

Nov.  11  the  following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  G.  Smith,  W. 
Moye,  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  G.  Daycock,  W.  Moore,  and  C. 
Drawbridge,  roach  and  dace  ; and  T.  Simmonds,  dace. 
— A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.  — On  the  11th  inst.  our  members 
mustered  well  at  Ware,  to  fish  for  prizes.  Mr.  Jocelyn 
was  the  only  one  to  take  a prize,  with  a nice  perch  of 


11b.  ljoz.  Mr.  Andorton  also  had  pirch,  but  not  up  to 
our  standard.  Will  mombors  kindly  put  in  appearance 
on  Wednesday  next. — Greg 

Original  Alexandria  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-stroet,  Bethnal-green  — The  next  return 
visit  of  No.  1 Eastern  District  will  take  place  at  the 
above  Society,  on  Monday,  Nov.  19  We  had  a few 
fish  on  the  11th  : R.  Brocket,  brram  and  roach  ; A. 
Brockett,  dace;  B.  Preston,  roach;  T.  Slade,  roach; 
and  C.  Dennis,  roach  and  dace,  largest  dace,  ll  joz. — 
E Brockett. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A match  took  place  a',  Games  Fishery, 
Higham  Hill,  Tottenham,  between  four  of  the  oldest 
members  of  this  society,  the  prize  being  by  Mr.  Bell  (of 
this  club).  The  competitors  were  the  president,  0. 
Roberts,  H.  Mackney,  J.  Bayless,  R.  Denton.  The 
sport  was  very  bad  throughout,  but  at  the  finish  Mr.  R. 
Denton  came  off  with  the  laurels  of  t le  day.  Mr.  Bell 
weighed-in  two  nice  jack. — W.  Skeggs 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Oxford-street.  E —Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  4th  inst.  ; Messrs.  W.  Russell  weighed-in- 
jack;  S.  Silverton,  roach.  On  the  lltb  inst  , Messrs. 
W.  Creasey  weighed-in  roach  and  dace;  G Gresswell, 
dace  and  perch.  On  the  18th  iust.  we  fish  for  prizes 
between  Burnt  Mill  Lock  and  Harlow  Lock. — W. 
Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown.  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Nov.  10  Mr.  F Dove  weighed  in  roach  \ 
on  the  11th  Messrs.  J.  Carr,  Carter,  and  Bonffler,  roach,, 
perch,  and  dace.  On  Tuesday  our  half-yearly  supper 
was  a success.  Mr.  Harrison  presided.  The  concert 
after  was  most  enjoyable.  Mr.  E'b  >ura  filled  the  vice- 
chair. Mr.  Wicks  (pianist)  started  “ Oft'  to  Pniladelpbia 
in  the  Morning.”  Messrs  Alec  litres,  Harwood,  (Jen 
Loft,  Smelley,  Goff,  Robinson,  R.  C .rr,  Boyce,  Harry 
Wicks,  Harmer,  Little,  Schilds.  Elbourn,  James,  and 
many  others  rendered  some  excellent  harmony.  During 
the  evening  Messrs.  Elbourn,  He-das,  Host  Forster,  and 
Secretary  were  toasted  in  recognition  of  services  past 
and  present.  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Htrrison  have  pro- 
mised us  a leg  of  mutton  and  half  a guinea  to  fish  for  in 
our  Christmas  series. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Our  seventh  convivial 
supper  took  place  on  Nov.  7,  when  the  chair  was  taken 
by  our  president,  Mr.  E.  Hattersley,  and  Mr.  Crisp,  host 
of  the  Rodney,  in  the  vice-chair.  TLirty-six  members 
and  friends  were  present  After  the  supper  we  had  a 
splendid  concert  (one  of  the  best),  when  Messrs. 
Bignall,  Walters,  W.  S.  Clarke  (late  host  of  our  club), 
Hoekerday,  Sutton,  Norris,  &c.,  sang  during  the 
evening.  We  had  a fair  show  of  fish  considering  the 
state  of  the  water,  Mr  Line  and  myself  roach.  Our  next 
competition  will  take  place  at  P .n,>bourne  on  Nov  25, 
whenallhon.  membersmay  compete  for  prizes.  Therewill 
be  a ’bus  at  clubhouse  at  7.45  to  take  us  to  Paddington. 
I hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday  for 
important  business. — T.  H.  Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne-road,  North  Kensington  — On  Wednesday  we 
had  a very  large  attendance.  Our  new  rules  will  be 
ready  next  week.  Several  members  weighed-in  shows 
of  roach  on  Nov.  11.  The  above  society  has  resolved  to 
send  a delegate  to  all  return  visits  in  future,  and  I re- 
commend other  clubs  to  follow  suit. — J H. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  lA,Cnapel-street,  W.— We  had 
a nice  show  of  fish  on  the  11th  inst.,  Mr.  Brett  weighing- 
in  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Coates,  roach  and  bream,  largest 
bream,  21b.  4Joz  — C.  H.  S. 

Beading  Wanderers  Angling  Club. — It  being 
impossible  to  fish  at  Caversham,  owing  to  tin  floods, 
our  match  arranged  for  the  10r,h  is  p istpoued  till  a 
more  suitable  date.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  water 
is  above  the  fl  >od  level  of  Oct.,  1891  One  of  our 
members,  Mr.  J.  A.  Stagon,  fishing  oa  Nov.  11  in  the 
Dreadnought  reach,  hooked  and  lande  1 a splendid 
roach  weighing  21b.  2Joz.  Tbe  fi-h  i<  being  preserved 
by  Mr.  Harding,  of  Reading. — J E.  Wise. 

Bose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Mirylebone, 
W. — Most  of  our  members  were  ou".  on  Nov.  11,  M >ssrs. 
Joy  and  Glover  taking  a few  go  > 1 jack,  aud  R Rick- 
wood  and  Mr.  Grace  some  good  roach  and  dace.  All  our 
members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Monday  evening 
n-»xt,  the  19th,  for  the  election  of  vice  chairman  in  lien 
of  Mr.  Holland,  resigned. — It  E.  Rogers. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Sociecy  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Batem m-street,  Siho. — On  the  11th  inst.  several 
of  our  members  were  out  but  only  the  following  were 
successful:  Messrs.  Webber,  H irris,  juu.,  Gibbons, 
Sartain,  Roach,  Pain,  aud  Cavers.  It  was  proposed 
last  meeting  night  that  we  have  a Curistmas  outing. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  oar  next  meeting  so  as  to 
arrange  time  and  place  to  fish  it  off.  Nov.  28  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  we  hope  to  see  all  members 
present  to  clear  the  books. — J.  Gibbons. 

St  George’s  Angling  Society,  Prinoe  of  Wales, 
Sb  George’s-road,  Peckham. — On  Nov.  11,  the  following 
weighed  in : Mr.  Lung  with  4lb.  9oz.,  Mr.  Morrill, 
2lb.  5oz.,  all  nice  dace.  Our  members  fish  a match  on 
Nov.  25,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  show  of  fish.  Me 
made  two  working  members  last  week  Any  eentlemen 
wishing  to  join  an  angling  society  cannot  do  better  than 
join  us. — A.  M. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke's. — Members 
are  reminded  that  a special  general  meeting  will  take 
place  at  the  above  house  on  Nov  2)  for  i-pacial  business. 

I trust  all  members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — 
G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  11th  Messrs.  T. 
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Stovonn  and  Bignoll  weighed-in  Prussian  oar|i,  tho  latter 
member  took  tho  last  prize  of  tho  series.  Tho  brothers 
H.  and  8.  Howell,  of  tho  Duko’s  Arms,  Upper  Marsh, 

S E.,  huvo  given  to  this  olnb,  to  bo  fished  for  as  prizes, 
two  handsome  oases  of  stuffed  English  and  foreign  birds. 
If  practicable  they  will  bo  fishod  for  on  Nov.  25  in  tho 
Central  VVators  at  Pulborough.  With  roferoncotothoearp 
brought  up  to  this  olnb  on  Saturday,  Nov.  3 by  Mr. 
F.  C.  Ballinger.  ho  informed  mo  that  it  was  given  to  him 
by  Mr.  Eady,  of  the  Lyohnobite  Club,  to  take  to  Messrs. 
Cooper's  to  bo  set  up,  but  as  it  was  snch  a splendid  fish, 
ho  thought  tho  members  would  like  to  see  it.  Ho  cer- 
tainly should  have  told  me  that  before  I sent  tho  report 
to  “ Old  Izaak,”  who  inserted  it  in  The  People  of  Nov. 
10.  A mooting  of  the  members  will  be  held  to  take  into 
consideration  why  Mr.  Ballinger  told  the  members  ho 
caught  the  181b.  2oz.  carp  himself. — J.  Wright. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-streot,  W. — The  following  members  had 
fish  on  the  11th  inst.  : Messrs.  Petrie,  roach,  81b.  12Joz. ; 
E.  Wright,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  4Joz. ; Robins,  roach, 
31b. ; King,  roach,  lib.  lS.joz.  ; North,  roach,  111).  9ioz. 

I beg  to  inform  members  that  tho  outing  has  been  post- 
poned for  a fortnight  on  account  of  the  flooded  state  of 
the  rivers. — C.  B.  Lumley. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Gardon. — On  Nov.  11  our  outing 
took  place  at  Datchet,  when  tho  following  members  took 
prizes  in  the  following  order  : Mr.  Clark,  dace  ; Messrs. 
Massev,  Mengles,  Sutcliffe,  Fletcher,  Smales,  and 
Puttock  also  had  fish.  On  Tuesday  next  a good  muster 
is  requested,  to  arrange  conditions  for  our  next  outing 
on  Dec.  1(5  at  Reading. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollnrd’s-row,  Bethnal-green. — At  our  match  on  Nov.  11 
the  following  members  won  prizes  : Mr.  Hooper,  1st, and 
specimen  roach  ; Mr.  Wells,  2nd  ; A.  Manning,  3rd  ; S. 
Poleykett,  4th  ; Mr.  Jones,  5th  ; R.  Spenceley,  6th  ; H. 
Spenceley,  7th;  B Cox,  8th;  S.  Poleykett,  sen.,  9th; 
A.  Cox.  10th  ; Mr.  Isaacs,  11th.  Mr.  Marks  (not  in  the 
match)  had  6|lb.  roach  and  dace. — T.  Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Fisca- 
torials,  Ri.therhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  Nov.  11  Mr. 
Fawcett  weighed-in  jack  and  perch  6Jlb.,  and  saved  us 
from  a blank.  Our  Christmas  prize  competition  list 
was  well  supported,  and  I have  already  promises  of 
pheasants,  rabbits,  beef,  spirits,  and  cigars,  and 
promises  of  further  additions  next  week.  On  Nov.  18 
we  pay  a visit  to  tbe  Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden 
Club,  Kensal  road,  in  response  to  their  kind  invitation 
through  the  delegates  of  the  Institute.  Full  particulars 
can  be  obtained  at  the  club,  and  I hope  every  member 
will  support  us  on  this  occasion. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent- 
road,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  21.  Mr.  T.  Crumplin  will 
occupy  tbe  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  the  vice,  and  I am 
told  they  have  arranged  a capital  programme  for  the 
entertainment  of  their  visitors.  I know  Wednesday  is 
an  awkward  night,  most  societies  on  the  list  holding 
their  meetings  on  that  evening,  but  I trust  on  this 
occasion  they  will  close  their  business  as  early  as  pos- 
sible and  attend  in  full  force. — Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well- road,  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Nov.  11 ; Messrs.  Chamberlain  roach,  Morrish  roach 
and  bream,  H.  Smith  bream,  W.  Smith  bream  and  dace, 
Woodford  roach  and  bream,  Bolding  roach  and  dace,  and 
R.  Huxell  roach.  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  a specimen 
roach. — G.  Marrows. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford. — 
Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  Nov.  11  with 
the  following  result  : Messrs.  J.  Burch,  roach ; H. 
Fennell,  roach  ; and  J.  Payne,  roach.  Other  members 
were  out  but  returned  with  blanks.  The  members  of 
the  above  will  fish  a jack  and  perch  match  on  the  25th 
inst. — H.  Tyler. 

Wag  goners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the  11th. 
The  following  had  fish  : Messrs.  Betts,  roach;  H.  Pain, 
roach  ; and  Birch,  roach.  We  had  a good  meeting  on 
the  13th.  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  proposed 
and  carried  that  we  have  our  Christmas  outing,  which 
takes  place  on  Dec.  2,  at  Datchet,  roving  from  the 
Albert  Bridge  to  Old  Windsor  Lock,  jack  and  bleak 
barred.  Members  wishing  to  compete  must  attend  on 
next  Tnesday  or  Tuesday  week,  when  they  will  hear  full 
particulars  of  the  match  ; important. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea,  S.W.  — On 
Wednesday  last  the  members  of  the  above  held  their 
usual  weekly  meeting  and  smoker  combined,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Powe  presidii  g,  when  a goodly  attendance  of  members 
and  friends  put  in  an  appearance  during  the  evening. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Robinson  and  R.  H.  Saunders  were  duly 
elected  members.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the 
Ce.ntral  Association,  attended  to  open  the  boxes  of  the 
T.A.P  S . with  the  following  result ; ill  2s.  6d.  ; and  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  box,  which  was  found  to  contain 
10s.  3d.  Mr.  J Alexandra  presented  a prize  to  be  fished 
for.  The  ret-t  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony. — 
E.  Sutchall. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Essex  Aims,  Essex-grove,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — 
The  following  members  weighed  in  on  Nov.  11  : Messrs. 
Tit-ley  Eaton,  Coomber,  Knight,  and  Hoad.  On  Friday 
last,  Mr.  W Davis  was  fortunate  in  catching  a bream 
weighing  41b.  whilst  fishing  in  “Day’s”  water,  near 
the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham.  The  said  fish  has  been 
presented  to  the  society,  and  will  be  preserved.  It  is 
decided  to  have  a peg-down  match  in  " Day’s”  waters 


on  Dec.  2.  Members  desirous  of  competing  are  re- 
quested to  give  in  their  names  to  the  secretary  at  once. 
— J.  Cantrell. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms. 
Arlington-street,  New  North-rood. — On  tbe  11th  inst. 
the  following  members  had  fish  : Mr  Sullivan,  roach 
and  daoe,  and  Mr.  Edwards  roach.  Wo  have  a match 
on  Nov.  25,  from  Carthagena  Weir  to  Rye  House 
Bridge. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Coach 
and  HorBes,  Tho  Grove,  Stratford.  -On  Nov.  11  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in  fish:  Mr.  L.  Robotham,  21b.  5oz. 
of  roach  ; Mr.  T.  Kenny,  lib.  l}oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  H. 
Mills,  lib.  l.ioz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Seal,  Mr.  Vale,  and  Mr. 
Marstone.  Mr.  F.  Seal  also  weighed-in  fish.  I hope  as 
many  of  our  members  as  can  attend  on  Nov.  18  will  do 
so.  as  wo  have  to  decide  where  to  fish  for  tho  Christmas 
prizes.— R.  Lowther. 

Wolverhampton  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation.— The  usual  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
the  7th  inst.  This  association  has  removed  from  the 
Woolpack  Inn,  Snow  Hill,  to  more  central  quarters  at 
the  bouse  of  Councillor  Levi  Johnson,  The  Town  Hall 
Hotel,  North-street.  The  next  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  2lst  inst.,  and,  as 
business  of  an  important  character  affecting  the  future 
welfare  of  the  club  will  be  discussed,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
members  will  turn  up  in  full  force. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week  with  but  poor  results,  as  follows  : Messrs. 
W.  E.  Mathews,  bream,  31b,  13oz.,  roach,  41b.  2,',-oz.,  and 
dace,  21b.  12oz.  ; S.  Bryan,  roach  and  dace. — P.  Smith. 

Ye  Old  Three  Colts  Piscatorial  Society,  Old 
Three  Colts,  Old  Ford-road. — Seven  of  our  members 
went  out  last  week,  but  the  water  being  in  a bad  con- 
dition, only  one  (Mr.  Randall)  weighed-in  fish.  We 
also  beg  to  call  your  readers  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  old  club  still  holds  its  meetings  at  the  above  house 
(not  at  the  Marquis  Cornwallis)  every  Thursday  and 
Sunday  at  9 p.m.  We  shall  he  pleased  to  see  brother 
anglers  at  any  time. — D.  Davis. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  Fiscatorials,  Marquis 
Cornwallis. — Our  members  were  out  on  Nov.  11,  Mr.  E. 
Hirst  having  a nice  show  of  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  J. 
Seigenberg,  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  ; C.  Toye, 
dace  ; C.  May,  bream  ; Mr.  Crane,  roach ; and  Mr. 
Crabb,  roach.  The  following  members  were  elected 
working  members  last  week  : Messrs.  Charles  May,  A. 
Cohen,  W.  White,  and  D.  Gladwell. — C.  Toye. 


THE  PRAWN. 

Probably  most  people  have  noticed  that  a prawn  is 
furnished  with  a pair  of  conspicuous  black  eyes,  even  if 
their  investigations  into  the  natural  history  of  the 
crustacean  have  been  limited  to  an  inspection  of  a dish 
of  prawns  upon  the  dinner-table.  Oddly  enough  the 
eyes  seem  to  be  almost  superfluous,  and,  at  any  rate, 
the  prawn  does  not  search  for  its  food  by  their  aid.  In 
a state  of  nature  the  prawn,  like  the  shrimp  and  the 
lobster,  is  popularly  supposed  to  prefer  a diet  of  drowned 
sailor  ; hut  in  captivity,  for  instance  in  the  aquarium 
of  the  Marine  Biological  station  at  Plymouth,  it  is  con- 
tended with  chopped  worm.  When  a piece  of  wriggling 
worm  is  dropped  into  the  tank  the  prawns  loose  their 
general  apathetic  demeanour,  and  show  a suppressed 
excitement,  which  is  manifested  by  a waving  to  and  fro 
of  the  sensitive  autenna;  ; presently  one  moves  forward, 
and  in  a series  of  jumps  approaches  by  a somewhat 
circuitous  route  the  morsel  of  food,  which  it  rapidly 
devours.  In  the  same  tank  are  kept  a number  of  sea 
anemones,  and,  if  the  piece  of  worm  happens  to  touch 
one  of  their  outspread  tentacles  in  its  descent,  it  is 
speedily  swallowed  by  the  anemone.  In  these  circum- 
stances the  prawn  is  for  a time  baffled,  but  it  eventually 
finds  out  the  whereabouts  of  the  piece  of  worm — 
evidently  by  smell,  as  it  cannot  see  it — and  gingerly 
approaches  the  anemone.  After  a number  of  feints  it 
suddenly  plunges  one  of  its  arms  into  the  stomach  of 
the  anemone,  and  fishes  out  from  the  interior  of  the 
astonished  polyp  the  desired  morsel,  with  which  it 
hastily  slips  away. 

Prawns  are  apt  to  be  confused  in  the  popular  mind 
with  shrimps.  Some  people  are  even  rash  enough  to 
assert  that  prawns  are  only  grown-up  shrimps ; but  this 
assertion  implies  ignorance  of  zoological  principles  and 
a disregard  of  the  habits  and  haunts  characteristic  of 
these  two  very  different  crustaceans.  The  shrimp  is 
fond  of  society  ; it  is  caught  in  shoals.  The  prawn,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  a lonely  being  ; given  to  anything  but 
a gregarious  existence,  it  seeks  its  food  in  solitary 
prowls.  He  who  would  catch  the  wily  prawn  must  be 
something  more  than  a shrimper  ; he  must  be  a sports- 
man. The  prawn,  like  the  much-maligned  conger,  is  a 
remarkably  clean  feeder  ; the  bait  must  be  fresh  and 
displayed  with  judgment.  The  hand  that  prawns  must 
be  quick  and  steady,  the  head  directing  the  hand  cool 
and  collected.  Every  one  cannot  be  a successful 
prawner  ; the  prawner  must  be  to  the  manner  born. 
While  at  one  pool  his  efforts  will  be  prawnless,  at  the 
next  the  ragged  urchin  will  be  hauling  out  the  crusta- 
cean by  the  score.  A favourite  prawning-ground  is  St. 
Margaret’s  Bay,  a little  rock-bound  bay  nestling  beneath 
tho  South  Foreland,  the  lighthouses  of  which  have  been 
made  famous.  There,  when  tho  tide  is  out,  in  the 
chalky  rocks  are  laid  bare  numberless  anemone-bright 
pools  and  seaweed-hung  gullies  ; and  those  recesses  are 
the  haunts  of  the  prawn.  The  prawning  season  begins 
in  May,  or  when  tho  water  is  warm  enough  for  paddling, 
and  continues  till  tho  cold  weather  makos  it  unen- 
durable.— J.  T. 


HOW  TO  STOCK  A SMALL  l’OND  WITH 
FISH. 

The  best  fish  for  small  ponds  are  carp,  tench,  jack, 
and  bream.  It  is  always  well,  even  in  carp  and  tench 
ponds,  to  have  a few  brace  of  jack  among  the  carp  and 
tench  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  fry  down,  so  that 
they  may  not  devour  too  much  of  the  food  from  the 
larger  fish.  The  proportions  recommended  by  a very 
high  authority  are  200  brood  carp,  twenty  brood  tench, 
and  twenty  brood  jack  to  the  acre,  the  heat  time  for 
stocking  being  the  end  of  October  ; this  is  a matter  of 
some  importance.  For  a pond  of  half  an  acre,  half  the 
above  number,  and  so  on  in  proportion  to  size.  The  pond 
should  have  a soft,  warm,  marly  bottom  ; gravel  does 
not  do  well,  nor  does  a hard  clay,  which  is  too  cold  and 
unproductive.  Steep  banks  with  deep  water  All  round 
the  sides  are  objectionable,  as  the  fish  like  to  push  on 
tbe  shallows  and  lie  with  their  backs  almost  above  water, 
both  for  spawning  and  warmth  ; besides,  the  small  fry 
when  just  hatched  cannot  exist  in  deep  water,  but  re- 
quire shallows  as  an  absolute  necessity.  The  water 
crowfoot  is  one  of  the  most  useful  weeds  for  ponds,  bat 
the  alsinastrum  must  be  avoided,  or  it  will  soon  choke 
up  the  pond.  Roach,  save  as  food  for  the  jack,  are  worse 
than  useless  in  ponds,  and  should  never  be  introduced 
where  there  are  carp,  or  they  will  in  time  exterminate 
the  carp  ; the  roach  increase  bo  fast,  and  are  so  much 
more  active  than  carp,  that  they  will  in  time  literally 
starve  the  carp.  Eels,  too.  are  bad  to  have  in  a pond, 
as  the  destruction  they  work  among  the  spawn  is  very 
great,  and  if  the  reader  cares  for  his  fish  let  him  by  no 
means  be  tempted  to  allow  ducks  or  water-fowl  on  his 
pond,  or  his  fish  will  mysteriously  disappear.  Gudgeon 
do  well  in  ponds,  and  may  be  advantageously  introduced 
into  them.  Trout  will  also  do  well,  but  only  when  there 
is  a good  stream  running  into  the  pond.  Perch  some- 
times thrive,  sometimes  they  do  not.  As  to  prices  of 
the  fish,  that  depends  on  the  size.  Very  little  stocking 
can  be  done  for  less  than  ,£10. — G.  T. 


The  Mud-fish  of  Africa  and  South  America. 
—There  exists  at  the  present  day  a small  group  of  fishes 
insignificant  in  all  respects  but  one,  in  which  they 
possess  more  than  ordinary  interest.  They  are  the 
surviving  representatives  of  an  immense  fish  fauna,  now 
extinct,  which  inhabited  the  waters  of  the  earth  in  an 
early  period  of  its  history,  and  left  behind  them 
innumerable  fossil  remains.  There  are  only  three 
surviving  genera  known  to  exist,  says  a writer  in  Long- 
man's Magazine,  one  limited  to  the  rivers  of  Africa, 
another  to  those  of  South  America,  while  a third  is 
found  in  Australia.  They  are  all  known  as  mud-fish. 
When  the  rivers  which  they  inhabit  in  Africa  and  South 
America  dry  up.  these  remarkable  fish  bury  themselves 
in  the  mud  at  the  bottom.  Individuals  of  the  African 
species  remain  torpid  during  many  months  of  the  year, 
enclosed  in  balls  of  hardened  clay,  in  which  openings 
are  left  by  the  fish  through  which  to  breathe.  The 
animal  when  in  the  water  uses  its  gills,  but  during  the 
dry  months  it  possesses  a peculiar  arrangement  for 
breathing.  The  ordinary  fish’s  air-bladder,  which  it 
possesses,  has  a petition  through  its  length,  dividing  it 
into  two  sacs,  and  these  are  again  roughly  subdivided 
into  smaller  partitions  or  cells,  so  as  to  form  rude 
incipient  lungs,  by  which  respiration  is  carried  on 
during  the  dry  season.  The  South  America  mud-fish 
very  °much  resembles  his  African  relative ; but  the 
Australian  representative  appears  to  have  the  lungs 
better  developed,  and  to  be  capable  of  breathing  by 
gills  or  lungs,  or  with  both  simultaneously. 

Millionaire  : “You  ask  for  the  hand  of  my  daughter? 
You  are  a journalist,  I believe,  and  journalists,  I am 
told,  can  scarcely  earn  their  salt.”  Young  Editor  (with 
dignity):  “You  mistake,  sir.  I am  not  a journalist;  I 
am  a newspaper  man.”  “Oh!  keep  a newspaper  shop, 
I presume.  Good,  paying  business  ! Take  her,  my  son, 

J U „ nv,TT  » ’ ’ 
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Inquirer  : “ Does  a fish  diet  strengthen  the  brain? 
Philosopher  : “ Perhaps  not  ; but  going  fishing  seems  to 
invigorate  the  imagination  ! ” 


ESSEX  & KENT  STREETS.  BIRMINGHAM. 
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CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  on  Monday 
last.  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwins  occupied  the  chair  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Medcalf,  who  wrote  regretting  hia 
absence,  intimating  that  he  was  too  unwell  to  leave  his 
house  ; the  delegates  one  and  all  joined  in  wishing  him 
a speedy  recovery.  The  minutes  were  confirmed,  and 
the  correspondence  read  included  a letter  from  the 
Wenlook  Angling  Society  conveying  a protest  from  their 
members,  but  their  delegates  not  being  present,  the 
matter  was  not  proceeded  with.  A letter  was  read  from 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  respected  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  calling  attention  to  the  proposed  Izaak  Walton 
Memorial  to  be  placed  in  St.  Dunstan’s  Church.  It  was 
agreed  to  vote  the  sum  of  two  guineas,  the  same  to  be 
sent  forthwith,  with  the  delegates’  best  wishes  for  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  undertaking.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  the  representative  on  the  T.A.P.S.,  gave  in  a 
report  of  some  very  interesting  business  done  at  the  last 
meeting  of  that  society. 

Mr.  C.  Watling,  visiting  officer,  reported  a most  suc- 
cessful visit  to  the  Seymour  Brothers,  twenty-three 
clubs  being  represented,  next  visit  going  to  the  Alma 
A.S.  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  Blackfriars,  was  unanimously 
elected  honorary  bailiff.  The  T.A.P.S  box  of  the 
Clapham  Strollers  was  opened,  and  found  to  contain 
12s.  Od.,  a very  satisfactory  collection  for  this  young  but 
promising  society.  The  Cosy  A.S.  also  requested  to  be 
supplied  with  the  T.A.P.S.  and  A.B.S.  boxes.  Several 
good  reportB  were  given  of  the  improvement  in  the 
water  of  the  new  fishery  at  Bures. 


RIVERS  RE-STOCKING  AND  PRESERVA- 
TION FUND,  1894. 

Sir, — May  I ask  you  to  allow  me  to  make  one  more 
appeal  to  the  clubs  and  others  who  have  not  yet 
forwarded  their  contributions  to  this  fund,  as  the 
committee  are  anxious  to  close  the  list,  and  will  meet  at 
the  Foresters’  Hall  on  Friday  next,  23rd  inst.,  to  appor- 
tion the  money  among  the  various  preservation  societies 
among  whom  it  has  been  annually  distributed,  and  by 
whom  it  has  been  chiefly  expended  in  re-stockiag  the 
waters  under  their  charge. 

I regret  to  say  the  fund  this  year  shows,  so  far,  a sad 
falling  off,  as  indicated  by  the  accompanying  list  of  con- 
tributions to  date,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  deplorable 
slackness  of  trade,  and  the  large  and  increasing  number 
of  appeals  made  for  various  objects  from  individual 
clubs.  With  many  of  these  all  will  heartily  sympathise, 
but  the  General  Re-stocking  and  Preservation  Fund  is 
one  that  ought  not  to  suffer.  Every  penny  of  the  money 
collected  is  distributed,  free  of  any  charge  or  deduction, 
and  is  most  judiciously  expended.  If  the  sport  of  the 
angler  is  to  be  improved  or  kept  up,  the  due  preservation 
of  our  rivers  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  a fund  like 
this  is  one  that  every  club  should  make  it  a rule  under 
any  circumstances  to  contribute  to.  At  present  the  sum 
collected  only  amounts  to  .£33  4s.  7d.  (inclusive  of  last 
year’s  balance),  but  there  are  donations  yet  to  come, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  yet  materially  swell  the  total. 
Will  secretaries  kindly  aid  the  work  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee by  sending  their  contributions  at  once  to  Mr.  R. 
Ghurney  (Anglers’  Association),  116,  Murray-street, 
Hoxton,  N.,  or  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Central  Association), 
6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

The  fund  is  not  necessarily  confined  to  members  of 
angling  clubs,  and  any  contribution  sent,  especially  from 
gentlemen  fishing  the  Thames  who  have  not  yet  sub- 
scribed to  any  preservation  society,  will  be  very  gladly 
acknowledged. — I am,  sir,  yours  obediently, 

T.  Cecmplen,  Hon.  Treasurer, 

12,  Regent-street,  London,  S.W.  Nov.  12,  1894. 


D 

ONATIONS. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

X 

s. 

d. 

Balance  brought  for- 

Amicable  Waltonians 

0 

10 

G 

ward 

3 

17 

3 

Lyehnobite  

0 

10 

0 

Piscatorial  Society 

2 

2 

0 

Westminster  

0 

10 

0 

*> 

2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Gresham  

1 

15 

6 

Blackfriars  

0 

10 

0 

True  Caledonian 

1 

3 

0 

St.  John’s  Wood  

0 

10 

0 

1 

2 

6 

0 

IO 

II 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Westbourne  Park 

1 

1 

0 

General  Gordon  

0 

10 

0 

Waltonian  

1 

1 

0 

Camden  and  Kentish 

Hoxton  Brothers  

1 

t 

0 

Town 

0 

10 

0 

South  London 

i 

1 

0 

Havelock  

0 

10 

0 

Good  Intent 

1 

i 

0 

Clapham  Junction 

0 

5 

0 

New  Albion  Pleeato- 

Waggoners  

0 

5 

0 

1 

1 

ft 

0 

,r) 

0 

Walton  and  Cotton  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Camden 

0 

5 

ft 

Great  Northern 

Islington  Brothers 

0 

5 

0 

Brothers  

1 

1 

0 

Cobden  

0 

5 

0 

Battersea  Friendly 

0 

17 

6 

Walthamstow 

0 

5 

0 

Conservative  

0 

16 

6 

Globe 

0 

5 

0 

Lincoln 

0 

15 

0 

Park  

0 

5 

0 

Phoenix 

0 

11 

G 

Perseverance 

0 

5 

0 

Anchor  and  Hope  

0 

10 

G 

Beaufoy 

0 

5 

0 

Greenwich  

0 

10 

G 

Great  Eastern 

0 

5 

0 

Grange  

0 

in 

G 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.. 

0 

5 

0 

Woolwich  Brothers  ... 

0 

10 

6 

Brunswick  Brothers ... 

0 

5 

0 

White  Hart 

0 

10 

6 

Clapton  Park  

0 

5 

0 

Western  Piscatorials... 

0 

10 

6 

Insurance  Piscatorials 

0 

4 

10 

Brook  Green  

0 

10 

G 

Hand-in  Hand 

0 

4 

0 

Seymour  Brothers 

0 

10 

6 

Central  Finsbury  

0 

2 

G 

Bermondsey  Brothers 

0 

10 

G 

Delegates  C.  A 

0 

2 

6 

Shepherd’s  Bush 

0 

10 

G 

— 

Walham  Green 

0 

10 

6 

£40 

G 

7 

A Great  Scheme. — “ Begorrah,”  said  Mr.  Dolan, 
“ Oi’ve  thought  av  a way  to  sind  a poshtal  carrud  so 
that  no  wan  kin  tell  phwats  an  it.”  "How  do  you  do 
it i ” “I  put  it  insoide  av  an  invillup  and  sind  thot ! ” 


PIER  AND  BOAT  FISHING  AT  DEAL. 

Sir, — It  is  so  long  sinoe  you  received  a piscatorial 
article  from  me  about  the  fishing  here,  so  hope  you  will 
insert  this  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  fishing  has  been  very  successful  the  past  and  the 
early  part  of  this  week.  The  weather  and  tides  were 
exceptionally  favourable  ; numbers  of  boats  were  out 
with  visitors,  and  good  eatohes  were  the  rule.  The 
pier  head  on  the  9th  and  10th  inst.  was  crowded  with 
rod  and  lino  anglers.  Some  ladies  with  hand  lines  were 
also  successful  fishing  from  the  balcony  of  promenade. 
Two  young  London  gentlemen  caught  over  three  score 
of  codling,  dabs,  and  whiting  on  the  10th  inst.,  and  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  a fresh  supply  of  November  anglers 
had  excellent  sport,  in  fact  the  landing  place  at  the  pier- 
head was  like  a fishmonger’s  shop.  Mr.  Lawrence,  the 
happy-faced  pier-master  is  obliging  to  all,  for  being  a 
rod-man  he  appreciates  good  sport  all  round.  The  fish 
were  so  plentiful  and  eager  that  any  “ muff  ” dropping 
in  his  baited  line  into  the  water  had  an  immediate  bite. 
The  concert  room  was  left  open,  so  that  in  caso  of  bad 
weather  or  waiting  for  high  water  it  was  a convenient 
place  to  retire  to  for  a chat,  smoke,  and  reading  the 
daily  papers. 

Among  the  fish  caught  were  several  gurnet  and  one 
shad  (which  was  very  unusual,  as  May  is  the  usual  time  of 
their  ascending  the  rivers  to  spawn).  No  doubt  it  was 
thrown  up  by  the  fearful  storm  on  the  12th  inst. 
Hundreds  of  vessels  are  now  riding  in  the  Downs  for 
safety,  and  wretched  the  sailors  look  when  they  come 
ashore  for  fresh  provisions. 

On  the  pier  yesterday  (Nov.  13)  pailsful  of  codlings 
and  whitings  were  caught  by  first-class  Lea  fishermen. 
These  gentlemen  have  made  it  their  business  for  years 
past  to  fish  here  in  November,  as  then  there  are  plenty 
to  be  had.  They  always  stay  at  that  comfortable  Ant- 
werp hotel  opposite  the  pier.  I can  cordially  recommend 
the  hotel  to  anglers,  as  it  is  close  to  beach  and  fishing- 
boats. 

In  1890,  after  a good  day  on  the  pier  on  Nov.  18, 
fireworks  from  pier,  at  9 p.m.,  took  place.  Asking  the 
reason  why,  I was  told  it  was  in  honour  of  my  birthday. 
Of  course  it  cost  me  a couple  of  bottles  of  champagne, 
and  we  spent  a pleasant  evening  together.  We  are  now 
in  1894,  and  I shall  be  eighty-one  on  the  18th  inst.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  peace  and  harmony  among  alt 
anglers  will  abound,  and  recrimination,  as  printed  in 
the  F.  G.,  cease  for  good,  for  it  only  stirs  up  the  evil 
passions  and  shortens  life. 

T.  R.  Sachs,  President  of  the  Piscatorial  Society. 


THE  RIVER  LEA  AS  AFFECTED  BY  ACTS 
OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Empowering  the  Chancellor  for  the  time  being  to 
issue  Commissions  for  the  purpose  of  clearing,  scouring, 
and  amending  the  River  “ Ley,”  which  in  both  of  them 
is  stated  to  be  une  des  grandes  rivers  of  England. 
(1424.  3 Hen.  VI.,  cap.  5.  1.430.  9 Hen.  VI.,  cap.  9 ) 

For  the  bringing  of  the  River  of  Lea  to  the  north  side  of 
the  City  of  London. — By  this  Act  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of  London  and  their  suc- 
cessors, were  authorised  to  bring  the  said  River  of  Lea 
from  the  Town  of  Ware  to  the  north  side  of  the  City  of 
London,  and  they  were  to  have  the  whole  jurisdiction, 
conservice  rule  and  government,  as  well  of  the  said 
New  Cut  River  and  ground  of  each  side  ; as  also  the 
royalty  of  the  fish  and  fishing  of  the  same,  and  the 
profits  of  the  said  ground-soil  and  water  to  them  and 
their  successors  for  ever.  Power  was  also  given  by  this 
Act  for  the  punishment  of  offenders  and  persons  break- 
ing the  rules  and  orders  provided  for  the  preservation 
and  maintenance  of  the  said  river.  (1570.  13  Eliz., 
cap.  18.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal  of  England,  was  empowered  to  appoint  and  authorise 
by  commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England  sixteen 
commissioners  for  ascertaining,  preserving  and  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  River  Lea,  from  the  town  of 
Hertford  to  the  town  of  Ware,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, and  for  preserving  and  improving  the  said  river 
from  the  said  town  of  Ware  to  the  New  Cut  or  river 
made  by  the  Mayor,  Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of 
London,  and  for  enabling  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  New  River  the  better  to  supply  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Westminster  and  the  liberties  and  suburbs 
thereof  with  good  and  wholesome  water. 

By  this  Act  the  course  of  the  river  was  defined,  and 
certain  persons  therein  named  were  appointed  for  the 
putting  in  execution  the  powers  and  trusts  by  them 
reposed  by  virtue  of  and  in  pursuance  of  that  Act  for  the 
purposes  therein  expressed.  (1739.  12  Geo.  II.,  cap.  32.) 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  River  Lea  from, 
the  town  of  Hertford  to  the  River  Thames , and  for  extend- 
ing the  said  navigation  to  the  flood  gates  belonging  to 
the  town  mill  in  the  said  town  of  Hertford. 

The  trustees  were  empowered  to  cleanse,  scour, 
deepen,  and  to  make  and  maintain  the  new  cuts  therein 
described,  and  to  build  the  bridges  and  works  therein 
mentioned. 

The  main  source  of  revenue  of  the  trust  is  provided 
by  this  Act,  which  defines  the  tolls  to  be  taken  upon  the 
navigation  in  respect  of  the  commodities  conveyed  upon 
it.  (1766.  7 Geo.  III.,  cap.  51.) 

Power  to  borrow  on  the  security  of  the  lolls.— Power  to 
increase  the  tolls  on  the  navigation  for  conferring  some 
further  powers  on  the  trustees  and  settling  certain 
arrangements  with  mill  owners.  (1778.  19  Geo.  HI., 
cap  58.) 

For  the  better  preservation  and  further  improvement 
of  the  navigation,  defining  certain  heights  of  water  and 
giving  power  to  the  trustees  to  make  bye-laws  for  regu- 
lating the  lading  of  barges. 


It  was  also  provided  that  no  craft  should  oarry  more 
than  forty  tons  of  freight,  but  this  provision  has  since 
been  repealed  by  the  Act  next  to  be  referred  to.  (1805, 
45  Geo.  III.,  cap.  69.) 

The  Lea  Navigation  improvement  Act,  1850. — Tho 
principal  objects  of  this  Act  were  to  enable  the  trustees 
further  to  improve  the  navigation  and  to  dispose  of  the 
surplus  wator. 

The  trustees  were  incorporated  by  the  name  of  “Tho 
Trustees  of  tho  River  Lea,”  and  were  empowered  to 
purchase  and  hold  and  soli,  demise  and  dispose  of  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  that  and  the  therein  recited  Acts. 

Toll  clauses  amended  and  power  given  to  raise 
£230,000  on  security  of  tolls,  &c. 

Payment  by  East  London  Company  to  Lea  Trustees 
for  water  taken  from  Leo  under  the  Company’s  Act  of 
1829,  increased  regulating  quantities  to  be  taken,  mill- 
owners’  rights,  &e  . gauging  of  water,  and  compensation 
to  mill-owners.  (1859.  13  and  14  Viet.,  cap.  100.) 

The  River  Lea  Water  Act,  1855. — By  this  Act  the  sur- 
plus wator  of  the  Lea  over  and  above  the  quantity  re- 
quired for  the  purposes  of  navigation  was  vested  in 
those  two  companies  respectively,  subject,  neverthe- 
less, to  such  rights  as  might  not  then  belong  to  tho 
trustees. 

The  general  result  of  these  provisions  is  that  the  Lea 
Trust  has  a paramount  right  to  water  required  for  tne 
purposes  of  the  navigation,  and  that  the  remainder  of 
the  water  is  divided  between  the  two  water  companies, 
practically  in  equal  shares. — (1355.  18  & 19  Viet.  cap. 
196.) 

Lea  Conservancy  Act,  1868. — For  the  preservation  of 
the  River  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. Preamble  states  : “ Whereas  a large  proportion 
of  the  water  supplied  to  the  metropolis  is  drawn  from 
the  River  Lea,  and  the  Lea  is  extensively  used  for  the 
purposes  of  navigation  and  for  these  and  other  reasons, 
the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  water  of  the  Lea 
and  its  tributaries,  and  the  improvement  of  the  stream 
bed  and  banks  thereof,  and  the  maintenance  and  im- 
provement of  the  cuts,  locks,  and  other  navigation 
works  on  the  Lea  are  objects  of  great  public  and  local 
importance.” 

New  governing  body  appointed,  thirteen  members  ; 
modes  of  election;  transfer  of  powers  and  duties  of 
Lea  trustees  to  conservancy  board  ; power  to  purchase 
River  Stort;  powers  to  keep  sewage  out  of  river; 
penalties;  special  saving  clauses  for  certain  towns; 
powers  as  to  making  bye-laws  ; payment  by  water  com- 
panies of  £ 1000  per  annum  for  “ protection  of  wator 
purposes.”  (1863.  31  & 32  Viet.,  cap.  154.) 

As  to  execution  of  certain  navigation  works.  Making 
election  of  Conservators  every  four  instead  of  two  years ; 
their  remuneration.  Land  owners’  claims  to  be  on 
register  of  electors.  Repeal  of  all  former  toll  clauses 
and  substituting  a toll  schedule.  River  Stort.  Creation 
of  debenture  stock.  Sinking  fund,  &c.  (1874.  37  & 33 
Viet.  cap.  96.) 


WESTMEATH  LAKES,  Ac,  FISH 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

This  well-known  association,  which  commenced  its 
work  of  fish  preservation  in  connection  with  these  far- 
famed  angling  resorts  on  Nov.  II,  1885,  held  its  tenth 
annual  meeting  in  the  spacious  ballroom  of  the  Greville 
Arms  Hotel,  Mullingar,  on  Thursday,  the  8th  inst., 
the  members  having  been  summoned  by  special  circular 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
officers,  and  committoe,  &c.,  for  the  ensuing  close  and 
open  seasons  of  1894  and  1895. 

The  president,  Colonel  James  Smyth,  J.P.,  D.L., 
occupied  the  chair.  Amongst  those  in  attendance  were, 
K.  H.  Morris,  General  Secretary  for  Ireland  of  the 
J.G.P.A.,  Gust.  A.  R.  Wade,  J.P.,  Richard  Reynell, 
J.P.,  Rev.  G.  R.  Pardon,  John  C.  Lyons,  J.P.,  John 
Holt,  Henry  M.  Taite,  J.P.,  William  Murray,  Major  A. 
Vere  O’Brien.  R.M.,  Edwin  E.  Mason,  M.  F. 
Barnes,  H.  W.  Lloyd,  B.L.,  Captain  Bridges  Lewis, 
T.  F.  Levinge,  J.P.,  and  Major  John  C.  Grant  and  W.  J. 
Thomas  (bon.  secs.) 

The  minutes  of  tho  previous  meeting  having  been  duly 
read  and  confirmed,  the  hon.  assistant-socretary  briefly 
stated  the  business  to  be  transacted,  and  also  gave  a 
short  outline  of  the  progress  made  by  tho  society  during 
the  interval.  The  election  of  chairman  and  officers  was 
then  proceeded  with.  Mr.  G.  A.  R.  Wade  proposed  and 
Mr.  H.  M.  Taite  seconded  that  Col.  James  Smyth,  D.L., 
be  re-elected  chairman.  The  proposition  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  and  Col.  Smyth  will  occupy  the  chair 
for  the  third  year  in  succession.  On  the  proposal  of  Mr. 
Wade,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  John  C.  Lyons  was 
also  unanimausly  elected  vice-chairman.  Major  John  C. 
Grant  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas  were  re-elected  hon. 
secretaries. 

It  was  next  proposed  by  Mr.  Lyons,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mason,  and  adopted,  “That  Mr.  R.  H.  Long,  manager 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  at  Mullingar,  be  appointed  hon. 
treasurer  to  the  society  in  the  place  of  Mr.  R.  Macbeth, 
transferred.”  The  old  committee  was  re-elected  with 
some  slight  alterations,  and  the  names  of  two  good 
anglers  and  sportsmen,  Captain  Bridges  Lewis,  L.N.L.R., 
and  John  R.  Patched,  B.L.,  of  the  Irish  Bar,  were 
added.  The  chairman,  in  most  complimentary  terms, 
proposed  a cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  hon.  secretaries 
for  their  continued  interest  in,  and  their  diligent  exer- 
tions on  behalf  of  the  society.  Mr.  J.  C.  Lyons  seconded 
tho  proposal  very  warmly,  and  several  members  having 
expressed  their  hearty  approval,  tho  resolution  was 
carried  by  acclamation.  Several  subscriptions  (including 
£2  from  the  chairman)  were  handed  in,  and  the  ordinary 
routine  business  having  been  gone  through,  the  meeting 
adjourned.  W.  J.  Thomas. 
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SALMON  FISHINQ. 

PANMTJRE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BT  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

EXOKLLKNT  SALMON  and  TROUT  KIHIIINO  on 
NORTH  KHK,  KRKK  to  Hotol  Vlnltoni.  BeMlden 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Troating  Streams 
of  Olenesk,  In  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  easy  distance.  This  Is  a quiet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  tne  Ashing  Is  good  all  the  Spring 
and  Summer  months.  Oolf  course  beside  Hotel. 
Shooting  over  1500  acres  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepers  and  dogs  kept.  Particulars  on  application. 
KKITU  KNOWLES,  Proprietor. 

BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  River 
Doveron,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 

ROYAL  HOTEL,  OBAN. 

FIRST-CLASS.  

Close  to  Station  and  Piers. — JOHN 

MCKENZIE  (from  Trossachs  Hotel),  Proprietor. 

r»  E R X H S H X XX  E. 

STANLEY,  N.B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL, 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers'  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  iB  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address— “ Hotel,”  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire. 


reliable  information  an  to  Salmon, 

J1  ortsla,  and  Trout  Klahlns  In  free  and  preserved 
waters.  rlvar  and  lake,  at  thla  atatlon  i aiao  aa  to 

V./.-rrl  In  nrtvaU  nflltAffH  OlOHA  tO 


SHANNON  * LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOI,  IRELAND, 

M°oL 

waters,  river  and  lake,  at  tnifl  Hiation  j mimo  ma  w 
accommodation  and  board  In  private  oottage  clone  to 
river.  Kxpeneee,  nhorteet  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Klllaloe, 
Co.  Clare, Ireland.  N.B. —The  Green  Drake  neaeon  on 
luke  oommenceH  about  laet  week  In  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thousands. 

FREE  FISHINQ  AT  ST.  NEOT’S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  <fcc.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of  j 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  “ River  Reports." 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 

FOR  PURE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
SCENERY  in  England  you  must  go  to 
TORRINUTON.  The  Proprietor  of  the 

GLOBE  HOTEL 

Has  many  miles  of  Preserved  Water.  Good  l 
SALMON,  TEOUT.&  PEEL  FISHING 

for  Visitors.  The  town  has  a splendid  Bowling  ] 
Green  overlooking  the  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
River  Torridge.  Torrington  Is  designated  the 
modern  Jerusalem.  Hotel  ’Bus  meets  all  trains. 
Tariff  on  Application. 

ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VERY  moderate  charges,  facing  the  sea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
Efflolent  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  Also  Bea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  in  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK, 

LONGTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 


Good 


Accommodation  for 
CIohg  to  river. 


Gentlemen. 


Apply  T.  STORY, 
WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


FISHING  AT 
MARLOW -ON -THAMES. 

The  host  of  THE  SHIP,  a practical  angler, 
will  send  state  of  water  on  application;  and 
during  winter  months  offers  very  special  week- 
end terms  to  his  guests.  It  is  desirable  to  learn 
state  of  river  and  engage  rooms  in  advance. 

C.  L.  MATHEWS,  Proprietor. 


DEAL. 

The  Fishing  Season  has  now  commenced, 
and  good  takes  are  being  made  daily. 

ROYAL  HOTEL, 

Situated  on  the  beach,  offers  special  terms 
to  fishermen.  Board,  6s.  6d.  per  day ; 
bedrooms  from  2s.  6d.,  according  to 
position.  A.  S.  VINCE,  Proprietor. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day’s  Flehlng  In  the  350  acres  of 
water,  Btrictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  <fcc.,  are  numerous.”— 
Angler' i Diary. 

Frequent  train,  from  all  Metropolitan  .tattona. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 

TENBURY. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  CRAYLINC 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

LLANYMYNECH.  , 

■yiSITORS  to  this  favourite  angling 
' station  and  lovely  neighbourhood  can 
obtain  the  very  best  ACCOMMODATION, 
on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  by  address- 
ing as  under — 

Mrs.  ROBERTS, 

LION  HOTEL,  LLANYMYNECH,  OSWESTRY. 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  & SON, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patroniied  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— BTie«  for 
British  Columbia  a Speciality. 

FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

rr  a zrtr t tro  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
HAUK..LRS.  Seap8  pig„  WooL 

at.t.  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 


George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork. 

H.  WHITTY, 

Successor  to  the  late 

J.  EDMONDSON, 

Fishing  Mod,  Fly,  and 
Tackle  Maker. 


ISLEWORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN- 

E,V  ERY  ACCOMMODATION  for 
' ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  6d. ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
6d.  and  9d. 


Amateurs  and  Others  supplied 
with  Choice  Seasoned  Wood,  Good 
Gut,  and  every  variety  of  Feathers 
and  Material  for  Fly  Making,  &c. 


ONLY  ADDRESSES  : — 

13,  BASNETT  STREET, 
Sc  7,  QUEEN  AVENUE, 

CASTLE  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


Telephone,  5611. 

Telegrams,  “ Fishing.”  Liverpool. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & COMPANY’S  NEW  BOOKS  PMcations  issued  by  the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE. 


NOW  BEADY  AT  ADZ  LIBRARIES. 

IN  the  DAY  of  BATTLE : a Romance.  By  J.  A. 

STUART,  Author  of  “ Kilgroom  : a Story  of  Ireland,”  &c.  3 vols..  crown  8vo,  31s.  6d. 
*'  A straightforward,  rattling,  breezy  romance.  It  is  a gallant  story,  in  which  the  exciting 
adventures  tumble  over  each  other’s  heels.  A good,  honest,  wholesome  novel.  In  the  ranks  of  our 
new  school  of  romance  the  author  deserves  to  find  a prominent  place.” — W.  L.  COURTNEY  in  the 

“A  sfory  of  picturesque  adventure,  of  moving  accidents  by  flood  and  field.  There  is  not  a dull 
page  in  the  three  volumes.  Narrative  and  descriptive  power  of  a high  order  is  shown  in  all,  and 
the  tale  as  a whole  will  he  voted  striking  and  absorbing  in  the  extreme.  The  account  of  the  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  with  the  treacherous  Abram  ben  Aden  stirs  the  soul  like  a trumpet.” — Globs. 


LOW’S  SERIES  OF  ORIGINAL  NOVELS. 

Each  in  1 vol.  at  6a. 

HIGHLAND  COUSINS.  By  William  Black, 

Author  of  “ A Daughter  of  Heth.”  I 

« The  story  is  is  a delightful  one.  Indeed,  it  is  long  since  Mr.  Black  has  given  us  so  much  of 
his  best  as  in  these  fascinating  pages.”— Speaker. 

PERLYCROSS:  a Tale  of  the  Western  Hills.  By 

R.  D.  Blackmore.  Author  of  “ Lorna  Doone,”  &c. 

“ A noteworthy  book.  . . . In  essence  a study  of  rural  life  in  south-western  England.”— Spectator. 

The  MAN  from  OSHKOSH : a Story.  By  J ohn 

Hicks,  late  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  Peru. 

The  GATES  of  DAWN.  By  Fergus  Hume. 

Now  ready,  price  ONE  SHIHINO. 

SCRIBNER’S  MAGAZINE.  November  Number. 

Contents: 

ELECTION  NIGHT  IN  A NEWSPAPER  OFFICE.  (Illustrated.)  Julian  Ralph. 
ENGLISH  RAILROAD  METHODS.  (Illustrated.)  H.  G.  Prout. 

CHARITY.  Philip  Gilbert  Hamerton.  Painted  by  Louis  Deschamps.  With 
Full-page  Illustrations  (Frontispiece)  and  Portrait  of  Deschamps. 

THE  HORSE.  (Illustrated.)  N.  S.  Shale r. 

TRUE  PICTURES  AMONG  THE  POOR 

THE  BELLS  OF  ABERDOVEY.  Robert  Howard  Russell. 

KORBEY’S  FORTUNE.  William  T.  Elsino. 

A TENEMENT-COURT  FESTIVAL.  Edward  W.  Townsend. 

THE  END  THAT  CROWNED.  James  Barnes. 

THE  AMERICAN  GIRLS’ ART  CLUB  IN  PARIS.  (Illustrated.)  Emily  AylWAED. 
HOW  WHALEBONE  CAUSED  A WEDDING.  (Illustrated.)  Joel  Chandler 
Harris. 

THE  KING  OF  CURRUMPAW  : A WOLF  STORY.  (Illustrated.)  Ernest  E.  j 

Thompson. 

THE  THIRD  RELIEF.  George  I.  Putnam. 

THE  CONQUEROR.  Bessie  Chandler. 

JOHN  MARCH,  SOUTHERNER.  Chaps.  70-78.  Georoe  W.  Cable,  ice.  ice. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO,,  Limited,  St,  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 


THE  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER  FOR  THE  HOME  AND  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE. 
PBICE  6d„  BY  POST  6§d.  NEW  NUMBER  NOW  READY. 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

CONTENTS: 

A Full-page  Sketch  of  MRS.  PATRICK  CAMPBELL,  in  her  New  Part  of  KATE  CLOUD,  a 

AlS0tha6  Euf-page’ %onmit  of  MISS  EVELYN  MILLARD,  who  appeared  on  Saturday  at  the 
St.  James’s  Theatre  in  “ The  Masqueraders.”  u a noUFT  • hive  a codv 

We  have  all  read  the  fascinating  description  of  the  LORD  MAYOR  , S * CHAMBER^ 

of  this  week’s  issue,  and  look  at  a Full-page  Picture  of  the : BANQUETING  CHAMBER, 
just  ready  to  receive  the  Lord  Mayor's  NINE  HUNDRED  QUESTS.  paRRAR 

“ CHRIST  IN  ART.’’  A profusely  illustrated  interview  with  ARCHDEACON  t Annan. 

EveTy  lover  of  animals  should  read  THE  ROYAL  PETS  AS  SITTERS,  with  four  Mlustration». 
THE  QUEEN  OF  THE  INDIAN  OCEAN.  A charmingly  illustrated  account  of  a Tour  in 

Cartoo^bTu'e.  Gould.  LORD  ROSEBERY  and  MR.  LABOUCHERR  , SIB ^DWARD 
W YTKIN  AS  THE  OLD  GUARD,  THE  FIGHT  FOR  THE  SCHOOLS,  MR.  GLAD 
STONE  AND  HORACE.  „ , . 

THE  BURIAL  OF  THE  CZAR,  with  Photographic  Reproductions. 

THE  FOOTBALL  SEASON  (Snapshots  in  the  North  Country). 

SCHOOLBOARD  CANDIDATES.  Mems.  and  Portraits. 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  NIAGARA,  by  E.  Jay  Edwards. 

Illustrated.  Forty-eight  pages.  Only  6d.,  by  post  6 Id- 

THE  GLADSTONE  LIBRARY  AND  HOSTEL  AT  HAWARDEN. 

Next  Week’s  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  will  contain  a special  supplement,  in 
which  will  be  given  a full  and  authentic  account  and  illustrated  description  ot  Mr. 
Gladstone’s  latest  social  work,  ST.  DEINTOL’S  THEOLOGICAL  AN D GENERAL 
LIBRARY  AT  HAWARDEN.  The  account  will  be  fully  illustrated  with  portraits 
and  views  specially  taken  for  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  by  Mr.  Gladstone  s 
kind  permission.  

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  consists  of  48  pages  of  Pictures  and  Up-to-date 
Letterpress.  Price  Sixpence,  by  post  6^d.  _ , . 

Orders  in  advance  can  be  taken  for  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  for  November  23.  Order  at 
once  from  your  Newsagent,  at  the  nearest  Railway  Bookstall,  or  from  the  I ublisher. 


Now  Ready. 

THE  FIGHT  FOR  THE  SCHOOLS. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  on  Nov.  8,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
chief  officers  for  1895,  so  that  their  names  could  appear 
in  next  year’s  Midland  Railway  travelling  cards.  Over 
eighty  representatives  of  the  affiliated  societies  were 
present.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  first  officer  to  he  elected 
was  that  of  president.  Mr.  T.  Coles, > in  giving  up  Lis 
office,  said  that  the  past  year’s  work  of  the  association 
had  been  an  eventful  one,  and  the  minute  book  went  to 
show  the  work  that  had  been  done,  and  also  the  legisla- 
tion to  be  brought  about  to  regulate  a standard  size  of 
fish  to  be  taken  by  the  members.  This  was  a step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  he  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
be  able  to  bring  out  a scale  of  sizes  that  would  be 
accepted  and  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  anglers 
comprising  our  vast  association.  There  had  been  very 
few  wrong  doers  to  deal  with,  and  no  case  of  misuse  of 
the  travelling  card  had  been  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  association  during  the  past  twelve  mouths.  The 
numerical  progress  of  the  association  had  been  marked, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  financial  position  had  not  im- 
proved as  he  would  liked  to  have  seen  it ; but  taking 
into  consideration  the  large  amount  of  money  devoted 
to  the  annual  contest,  and  the  expenses  of  the  same, 
there  was  not  much  to  take  exception  to.  Mr.  Coles 
also  referred  to  the  number  of  travelling  cards  issued, 
and  the  number  paid  upon.  This  the  committee  would 
take  in  hand,  and  measures  would  be  taken  to  remedy 
this  discrepancy.  Mr.  Coles,  in  conclusion,  spoke  to 
the  rapid  progress  the  association  had  made  during  the 
last  ten  years  he  had  held  office,  and  of  the  brilliant 
future  in  store  for  the  association,  and  hoped  that  the 
same  progressive  policy  would  be  maintained,  and  that 
the  same  harmonious  spirit  would  continue  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past.  Mr.  Coles  then  retired  from  the  room, 
when  Mr.  Dance  spoke  of  the  services  rendered  to  the 
association  by  Mr.  Coles,  and  moved  that  he  be  again 
re-elected.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Saunders,  and  Mr. 
T.  Coles  was  again  re-elected  to  act  as  president  for  the 
year  1895  with  acclamation.  Mr.  Coles  briefly  thanked 
the  delegates  for  the  confidence  they  had  again  reposed 
in  him,  after  which  the  election  of  three  vice-presi- 
dents was  taken.  Messrs.  J.  A.  Dance,  H.  Miller,  R. 
Holding,  and  J.  Hughes  were  duly  nominated,  and  the 
vote  taken,  when  Messrs.  Miller,  Dance,  and  Holden 
were  elected.  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall  was  appointed  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  C.  White  was  re-elected  to  act  as  secretary  with- 
out opposition  ; Messrs.  Hughes  and  Coles  were  elected 
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to  act  as  trustees,  and  Messrs.  Buller  and  Cross  were 
appointed  as  solicitors  to  the  Association.  The  meeting 
for  the  appointment  of  the  working  committee  will  be 
hold  on  Jan.  10,  1895. — Tho  Hearts  of  Oak  Society 
fishes!  their  bye  contest  on  Nov.  11  at  Haslour,  in 
tho  River  Mease.  Twenty-three  members  competed. 
The  water  was  very  low.  The  result  was  as 
follows:  Mr.  W.  Gibbs,  first;  Mr.  A.  Padgett, 
second ; Mr.  E.  Wiley,  third  ; Mr.  G.  Hitchman, 
fourth  ; Mr.  H.  Rhodes,  fifth  ; Mr.  J.  Attwood,  sixth  ; 
and  Mr.  Chester,  seventh.  The  prizes  will  be  distri- 
buted on  Nov.  20. — A special  musical  evening  is  to  be 
given  at  the  Tenby  Restaurant,  Tenby-street,  on 
Nov.  21,  upon  which  occasion  Messrs.  Cottrell,  King  and 
White  have  got  the  services  of  some  of  the  best  talent 
in  the  city  to  come  forward  to  make  the  night  a success. 
Pishing  is  all  out  of  tho  question  owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  and  flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  very  few  have  been 
out,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  rivers  get  into 
order  again.  Before  the  rain  fell,  some  of  our  members 
had  very  decent  sport.  Mr.  C.  Cottrell,  at  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  took  121b.  of  nice  roach  from  his 
water  on  the  Trent,  near  Armitage.  Two  very  nice 
roach  were  taken  at  Audlem,  by  Mr.  Bate,  of  the  Crewe 
society,  the  largest  weighed  lib.  13jOz,,  and  the  other 
lib.  5|oz.  The  Pershore  club,  Mr.  Mealing  informs  me, 
were  to  have  fished  their  bye-contest  on  Saturday  after- 
noon last,  in  the  Avon,  but  owing  to  the  flooded  and 
coloured  state  of  the  water,  it  was  postponed. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  in  the  fen  district  was  entirely  out  of  the 
question  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains  which  flooded  the  rivers  and  rendered  sport 
practically  impossible.  One  effect  of  the  flood  will  be 
that  the  weeds  which  had  proved  a nuisance  to  pike 
fishermen  will,  to  a great  extent,  be  cleared  away,  and 
trolling  prospects  will  undoubtedly  be  improved  thereby. 
The  fine  open  weather  of  last  week  enabled  fen  anglers 
to  have  an  uninterrupted  spell  of  sport,  and  in  addition 
to  the  successes  mentioned  in  my  last  notes  some  other 
encouraging  reports  were  received  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day. Amongst  the  best  of  these  was  a 251b.  bag  of 
roach  from  the  Forty-foot,  and  a brace  of  pike,  weighing 
19 Jib. , from  the  Witbam.  At  the  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday)  heavy  |rain  was  still  falling,  and  the 
barometrical  conditions  pointed  to  a period  of  unsettled 
weather.  The  angling  outlook  for  this' week  is,  there- 
fore, very  discouraging. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  again  in  splendid  condition  for 
angling,  and  owing  to  the  exceptionally  fine  weather 
that  we  have  had  for  the  past  week  or  so,  the  roach 
fishers  have  been  doing  remarkably  well,  especially  in 
the  stretches  above  the  lock.  Mr.  T.  Barber  has  had  a 


495 


grand  catch  of  roach,  scaling  a little  over  271b.,  some  of 
the  fish  being  of  good  size,  and  several  other  anglers 
have  had  catches  varying  from  151b.  down  to  51b.  in 
weight.  Tho  heaviest  fish  shown  have  weighed  lib.  9oz., 
lib.  Gjoz.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  lib.  2)oz.  respectively,  and 
in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  Mr.  J.  Fisher  had  five 
fish,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Warne,  scaling  in  the 
aggregate  4lb.  9oz.  Same  fair  sport  has  been  had  at 
the  New  Holland  Ponds  among  the  small  codling, 
whiting,  pilchard,  and  flounders.  The  charge  to  fish  in 
both  Woodhouses  and  the  Haven  Pond  is  threepence  per 
day.  The  codling  anglers  continue  to  take  a few  fish  in 
the  River  Humber.  The  Victoria  A.S.  held  their  annual 
meeting,  at  the  St.  Leger  Hotel,  for  the  election  of 
officers,  &e.,  for  the  forthcoming  season,  with  the 
following  result: — Mr.  A.  Wrightson  was  re-elected 
president,  Mr.  H.  Sharp  vice-president,  Mr.  A. 
Lord  treasurer,  and  Mr.  A.  Dahle  hon.  sec.  The 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Dec.  1. — The 
annual  dinner  of  the  Hull  Social  A.S.  was  held  at 
the  Prospect  Hotel,  Prospect-street,  Mr.  H.  Hildrith  in 
the  chair.  After  the  repast  Mr.  Charles  Wenman  was 
presented  with  a handsome  timepiece  as  a prize  for  the 
heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  matches  during  the  season 
of  1894. — On  Nov.  19  the  members  of  the. Grapes  A.S. 
will  hold  a special  meeting  at  the  club-house  in  Syke- 
street,  at  8 p.m.,  for  th9  transaction  of  important 
business. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

“ Canny  auld  Cumberland  ” seems  determined  to 
maintain  her  reputation — unenviable  though  it  be — for 
salmon  poaching.  At  the  Workington  Police  Court 
last  Wednesday  a labourer  named  Stoddart  was  charged 
with  the  double  offence  of  attempting  to  kill  salmon  by 
stoning  them,  and  with  using  a line  to  which  “ drag- 
hooks  ” were  attached,  to  take  salmon  as  they  passed 
over  a certain  weir.  A second  defendant  was  also 
charged  with  the  last-named  offence,  and  was  fined  £3, 
while  Stoddart  was  mulcted  in  penalties  of  <£2  for  each 
offence.  Angling  closed  in  the  Kent,  Bela,  Leven,  aud 
Duddon  fishery  district  on  Thursday,  the  15th  inst. 
Heavy  rains  have  fallen  almost  all  the  week,  and  rivers 
have  been  in  a constant  state  of  flood.  A few  good 
salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  Lune  and  Derwent,  but 
we  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  “ first  salmon”  from  the 
Kent.  A few  days  remain  open  in  some  districts,  and, 
should  the  waters  subside,  a fish  or  two  may  yet  be 
accounted  for. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A general  meeting  of  representatives  of  clubs  sub- 
scribing to  the  Northern  Anglers’  Association  will  be 
held  at  the  Falstaff  Hotel,  Market-place,  Manchester, 
on  Nov.  23.  Each  club  whose  subscription  is  paid  for 
the  current  year  is  entitled  to  send  t no  representatives. 
Immediately  following  this  meeting  will  be  another 
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mooting  of  an  open  character,  to  which  all  angler*, 
whether  alllliatod  or  not,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend, 
end  take  part  in  tho  discussion  of  topics  to  be  intro- 
duced and  hearing  on  angling  questions  generally.  -Ino 
fourth  annual  mooting  of  tho  Lovonshulmo  Angling 
Society  haa  just  boon  held,  Mr.  J.  Smith  presiding,  when 
tho  following  executive  was  eloctod : President,  Mr. 
0.  II.  Robinson  ; vice-president,  Mr.  J.  Smith ; trea- 
surer, Mr.  0.  II.  Robinson;  secretary,  Mr.  .1.  Pendngh. 
Committee:  Messrs.  W.  Mycoclc,  .1.  1 tie  per,  'I.  Maktn, 
W.  Id.  Milne,  J)r.  Spencer,  .1.  Marsland,  A.  Smith, 
J.  llargoavos  and  It.  W.  Whitehead.  '1  be  next 
mooting  takes  place  at  the  new  headquarters, 
the  Midway  Hotel,  Levonshnlmo,  on  tho  22nd,  when  a 
paper  will  1)0  road  by  Mr.  .).  Smith  on  angling.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  tho  finances  and  other  matters 
connected  with  tho  club  are  all  in  a healthy  condition. 
The  meeting  of  anglers  in  Manchester  on  the  Jth  was 
an  ovent  not  likely  to  bo  forgotten  yet  awhile  ; amongst 
those  attending  were  such  well  known  and  popular 
anglers  as  tho  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts,  Thomas  Harkor,  Usq., 
■I.P.,  Councillor  Wilson,  Messrs.  J.  Pendngh  president 
Manchester  district,  Tom  Taylor,  John  Kershaw, 
Sam  llrooks,  S.  Roswell,  W.  Prescott,  and  others.  ih<5 
coromony  was  that  of  presenting  tho  Bridgewater  Chal- 
lenge Shield  to  the  Brook  Tavern  Angling  Society,  who 
were  successful  in  winning  it  on  Sept.  20  last.  In  the 
Rev.  C.  P.  It  iberts  and  Mr.  Barker  the  board  secured 
the  services  of  two  first-class  speakers  on  angling  ques- 
tions, who  kept  the  audience  in  a good  humour  daring 
the  entiro  proceedings.  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering  occupied 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Statter  the  vice-chair. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  of  a violent  and 
stormy  nature,  heavy  rains  attended  by  most  violent 
gales  alternating  on  most  days.  Anglers  have  conse- 


quently had  a most  uncomfortable  time  of  it,  and  only 
the  professional  element  Lave  been  out  at  the  river  and 
canal  when  tho  fltormH  bad  nomcwhat  abated. . L)iirinif 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  anglers  were  getting  some 
good  baskets  of  fish  from  the  Leicester  waters,  a few  of 
of  the  more  noted  lots  being:  Mr.  Slingsby,  111b.  of 
roach  , Mr.  Manship,  71b.;  Mr.  Willett,  91b.  ; Mr.  Prime, 
71b.  ; and  Mr.  Moulding,  fill).  The  backwaters  at 
Aylestone  yielded  excellent  lots  of  chub.  Mr.  Morton 
showed  a brace  ol  capital  fish,  and  Mr.  Prime,  in  a 
mixed  basket,  also  had  soveral  good  specimens.  The 
waters  hereabout  were  too  much  discoloured  to  permit 
of  any  other  class  of  fi-shing,  and  those  anglers  who 
were  anxious  to  get  a brace  or  two  of  pike  were  disap- 
pointed. Tho  rains  this  week  have  caused  the  river  to 
overflow  its  banks  in  the  vicinity  of  Leicester,  the 
water  coming  down  in  very  heavy  volumes  from  Nar- 
borough  and  Croft.  On  Tuesday  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  do  any  angling,  although  the  weather  was  tine, 
but  on  Wednesday  the  town  flood  gates  were  opened, 
which  was  the  means  of  rapidly  allowing  the  huge 
volume  to  pass  on  its  journey  seawards.  In  some  parts 
of  this  county  then  are  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
under  water,  and  a visit  to  the  favourite  Wreake  Valley 
has  been  out  of  the  question  owing  to  the  dreadfully 
flooded  state  of  that  district. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  little  sport  of  any  kind  has  been  obtained  daring 
the  past  week  on  our  waters,  which  are  now  high  and 
thick  from  the  recent  rains.  Pike  fishing  is  now  at  a 
standstill,  and  will  be  for  a few  days  till  the  waters 
have  fined  down  again,  except  on  some  of  the  smaller 
broads  which  are  sheltered  from  the  rain,  which  has  as 
much  or  more  to  do  with  the  thickening  of  the  shallow 
waters  as  the  rain.  Messrs.  C.  Daniels  and  A.  J.  Rudd, 
fishing  on  private  water  last  Thursday,  took  eleven 
pike,  largest  101b.  Very  few  other  anglers  have  been  out. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  are  evidently  in  for  a semi-flood.  Rain 
fell  heavily  throughout  Monday,  and  on  Wednesday  it 
came  down  in  torrents.  On  the  latter  day  the  irent 
hero  contained  5ft.  of  water  beyond  the  normal  height 
of  Hummer,  and  as  the  river  was  still  rising  rapidly,  we 
are  bound  to  have  “ a big  ’un.”  Tho  early  hours  ol 
Monday  being  favourable,  many  fishermen  journeyed  to 
Weston  and  Hhardlow  by  train  for  tho  enjoyment  ol 
sport.  In  tio  *'  Block  Pool,”  below  Weston  Cliff,  Mr. 
W.  Berridge,  of  Derby,  ran  and  lauded  a handsome  pike 
of  101b.  fio/,.  Rain  set  in  immediately  after  10  a.m., 
and  it  never  ceased  until  evening.  Car  contingent 
never  wetted  a line,  and  passed  on  the  dreary  hours  as 
best  they  could.  I went  to  Shardlow,  and  was  glad  ot 
tho  comforts  of  the  Old  Inn  on  Cavendish  Bridge 
until  it  was  time  to  make  tracks  for  the  station. 

I learnt  from  Herriman,  the  useful  guide,  that  Mr.  r . 
Wallis  had  been  killing  some  tine  lots  of  big  roach  and 
chub  with  gentles  and  bread  paste.  Roach  were  killed 
at  Wilford  on  Saturday,  and  there  was  a little  more 
doing  on  most  of  the  reaches  below  Nottingham.  Pike 
were  showing  sport  in  tho  backwaters  at  Stoke  and 
Sleeford,  and  one  visitor,  using  greaves,  a 

grand  bag  of  chub  off  the  gravels  at  tae  foot  of  Malkins 
1 £ ills.  Greaves  accounted  for  chub  in  theearly  hours  of 
Monday  at  Wilford,  the  angler  obtaining  his  quarry 
from  a punt  moored  alongside  the  osiers  opposite  the 
public  baths.  Until  the  rains  set  in  very  good  sport 
amongst  pike  was  being  enjoyed  by  the  patrons  of  the 
reservoir  on  the  outskirts  of  Mansfield. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  has  been  some  excellent  sport  of  an  all-round 
character  in  the  Trent  and  the  Lincolnshire  drains, 
though  the  catches  have  not  been  abnormally  large.  In 
the  Trent  the  maggot  has  proved  a most  killing  bait  tor 
roach  and  dace,  and  a number  of  Sheffielders  have  done 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


AddLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ; 2s.  2d. 
Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

Ambeuley  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  3s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge’s  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Hisbourn),  I Bucks,  23J : 2s.  3d. 
AMPTHILL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56;  4s.  9d. 

ARLESEY  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ; 3s.  lid. 

AshursT  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ; 3s.  4d. 

AUDLEY  End  (Cam).  A.  Essex,  41;  3s.  6}d. 
Aylesbury  (Thame),  H 1,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  Sd. 
Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  6d. 
Battlesbridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  2s.  4}d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G H,  Beds,  50  ; 5s. 
Berkhampstead  (Q.J.C.),  H,  Heris.  28;  2s.  lid. 
BillebICaY  (Chelmer),  A.  Essex,  26;  ’2s. 
Billinghurst  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  41;  4s.  8d. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop’s  Stortford  (Stort).  A,  Hens,  33  ; 2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex.  21 ; Is.  9}d. 
Bluntish  AM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ; 5s.  2d. 
Bi.etchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46};  4s.  lid. 
Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  5s.  3d. 

Bottisham,  A,  Cambs,  61};  5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28};  3s. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C F,  Surrey,  22f;  2s.  Sd. 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  241;  2s.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackvvater).  A,  Essex.  45 ; 3s.  10.1. 
BRAUGHING  (Rib)  A,  Herts,  30};  2s.  7}d. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  861;  7s.  3}d. 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 
BrO.xbourne  (Lea),  A.  Herts.  17};  Is.  Od. 
BUNTINGFORD  (Rib),  Herts,  33};  2s.  lid. 

Bures  (Stour).  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6}d. 
Burnham-ON-Croucb,  A,  Essex.  39;  3s.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse).  A,  Suffolk,  77};  6s.  Gd. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  llid. 
Bushey  (Colne),  H.  Heris,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey.  21};  ’2s.  3d. 

Castle  He  dim.  ham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56} ; 4s.  llid. 
CHAPrEL  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50}:  4s.  2}d. 
Cualkont  Road  (Misbou  n),  1,  Bucks.  22;  2s. 
CheddingToN  (Canal).  II,  Bucks,  36;  3s.  9d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ; 2s.  3d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex.  29};  2s.  6}d. 
CUESHUNT  (Lea),  A,  Herts.  14};  Is.  2d. 

Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22};  2s.  4d. 
ChigweLL  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}:  Is.ljd. 
Chiltkrn  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ; 2s.  lOd. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48} ; 5s. 

ChORLEY  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 

Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 

CuHIlAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18};  2s. 

Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}:  4s.  4}d. 

Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57} ; 4s.  0d. 

COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Berks,  16};  Is.  9d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25};  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ; 3s. 

Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  10s. 

HATCHET  (Thames).  1),  Berks,  28};  2s.  3d. 
Downham  (Ouse),  A.  Norfolk,  86}:  7s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C F,  Surrey,  26;  2s.  Sd. 
EarlswoOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  211;  2s. 

■ East  Gihnstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3s.  Od. 
East  Farlkigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Karith  Bridge  (Ouse),  a,  Hunts,  76};  5s.  4d. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  sd. 
Egham  (Thames),  I),  Surrey,  21;  2s.  3d. 

Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  701 ; 5s.  1 1 Id. 

El.STHEK  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  Old. 

Enfield  Lock  (Lea).  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 

. Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex.  17  ; Is.  5}d. 

Esher  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  I t; ; Is.  Gd. 

Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35:  2s.  lOd. 
FlitwiCK  (Ivel).  G,  Beds.  40;  4s.  2d. 

Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39:  3s.  Gd. 
FULWELL  (Thames',  i>,  Middlesex,  12:}:  Is. 4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44f;  4s.  9d. 

Gt.  Ciiicsterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  3s.  10.}d. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks.  35} ; 3s.  4d. 
Gt.  MlSSENDON  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29  : 2s.  9d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C I),  Surrey,  281.:  3s  2d. 
UUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ; P's. 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25};  2s.  3d. 

Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ; 4s.  8}d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ; 14};  Is.  Gd. 

Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37 : 3s.  lid. 

Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26};  2s.  lid. 
Hahpen'DEN  (Lea),  E G,  Herts,  27} : 2s.  7d. 
HARTFIELD  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  : Is.  lOd. 

Hatfield  PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A, Essex,  36:  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  10d. 

High  Barnet  (Brent).  E.  Herts,  11};  Is. 

Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A E,  Herts,  24}:  2s.  Gd. 

HilGAY  Fen  (Ouse).  A,  Norfolk.  88};  6s.  10}d. 
Hurley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25:  2s.  8d. 

Horsham  (Arun),  F.  Sussex,  37  ; 3s.  lOd. 
Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F.  Sussex,  36};  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk.  114};  9s.  Gd. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58};  6s.  2d. 
Irchkster  (Ouse),  G.  Northampton,  61;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42};  3s.  7d. 
King’s  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ; ’2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82};  6s.  11  }d. 
Langford  Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 
Essex,  44;  3s.  3}d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Berks,  16}:  ls^Sd. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds.  32};  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D F,  Surrey,  19};  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H.  Beds,  40}  : 4s.  2d. 

I, ewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  2d. 

Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
LOUGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  0}d. 

Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}:  5s.  2}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ; 10s. 


RAILWAY 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

11.  Great  Western  (Paddington). 

C.  South-Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge, 
and  New  Cross). 

D.  South- Western  (Waterloo). 


REFERENCES. 

E.  Great  Northern  (King’s  Cross). 

F.  L.  B.  A S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 
()  . Midland  (St.  Paneras). 

II.  North-Western  (Euston). 

1.  Metronolitan  (Baker  Street). 

ia.iT  Map  thows  ihe  18  ndc  sta  io:is. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks.  24};  2s.  id. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A, Essex, 44;  3s.3}d. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex.  59;  5s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene.  Ac.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ; 6s.  4d. 
MARDOCKS  (Ash).  A,  Herts.  23;  2s. 

Mark’s  Tey (Colne),  A.  Essex.  47 : -3s.  ll}d. 

Midhurst  (Rotheri,  D F,  Sussex,  61 ; Gs. 
Mii.deNHALL  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ; 6s.  4}d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ; 5s. 

New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9};  Is. 

Newport  (Cam).  A,  Essex,  42} ; 3s.  ad. 

North  Walsham  (Ant).  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19};  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse).  G,  Beds,  52};  -5s.  4d. 

Offord  (Ouse).  E,  Hunts.  55}:  Ss.  lOd. 

Ongar  (Boding),  A.  Essex,  22  : Is.  ll}d. 

Oxted  (Eden),  C F,  Surrey,  21;  2s.  Id. 

Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent»31J:  4s. 
Pangbocrne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver).  H,  Herts,  22  ; 2s. 

Ponder's  End  (Lea).  A.  Middlesex,  10 : 9d. 
Potter’s  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12} ; Is.  3d. 
PulborOUGH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  (by 
Eldridge  s excursions, 2s.  6d). 

Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 

Reading  (Thames),  B.  Berks,  36 ; 3s.  9d. 

Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C F.  Surrey,  20| ; 2s. 
Rickmansvvorth  (Colne),  H I,  Herts,  22};  Is.  9d. 
Roydox  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  : Is.  9d. 

EUDGwrCK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex.  44;  4s.  2d. 

Rye  House  (Lea).  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.Sd. 

Sandy  (Ivel),  E.  Beds,  44  ; 4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts. 29  ; 2s.  3}d. 
Selham  (Bother),  F.  Sussex,  58;  5s.  Gd. 

Sh ALFORD  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse).  G,  Beds,  55;  5s.  9d. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ; 4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2s. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Berks,  18};  2s. 

Southminster,  A,  Essex.  40  ; 3s.  4d. 

Staines  (Thames),  D.  Middlesex,  19};  2s. 
Standon  ,Rib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6}d. 

StansteAD  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33 ; 2s.  lOd. 

St.  Albans  (Colne),  E G II,  Herts,  20;  2s.  Id. 

St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70};  6s.  2d. 

St.  Margaret’s  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  Is.  9d. 

St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51};  5s.  5d. 

Stoke  Mandeville.  I,  Bucks,  37 ; 3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk.  58};  4s.  llid. 
Sunbuky  (Thames).  D,  Middlesex,  16} ; Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  22};  2s.  5d. 
Tkmpsford  (Ouse).  E,  Beds.  47};  4s.  lid. 
Thatciiam  (Kennet),  B.  Berks.  491;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding).  A.  Ebiex,  1G  : Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex.  29;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames',  B,  Perks.  58}:  4s.  Id. 
Thing  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts.  31}:  3s.  4d. 
Tunbridge  (Medway),  U,  Kent,  29} : 3s.  3d. 
Twyford  (Thames).  B.  Berks,  31:  3s.  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15};  Is.  Sd. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D, Berks,  23:  2s. Gd. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17:  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex.  13  ; Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea).  A,  Herts,  22};  Is.  lid 
Water  beach  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  61;  5s.  2d 
Watering  bury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  4s. 
Wendover,  I.  Bucks.  83}  ; 3s.  3d. 

West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex.  13) : Is.  5d. 
West  Gkinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Itih),  A.  Herts.  32} ; 2s.  9}d. 
Weybiudgk  (Thames),  D,  Suirey,  19;  2s. 
WhittlesfoRD  (Dam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  4s.  2d. 
WlCKFOltD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s.  2d. 

W 1 1) ford  (Ash),  A.  Herts,  24  ; 2s.  Id. 

Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}:  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater).  A.  Essex.  39  ; 3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstke Canal), D,  Surrey,  24} ; 2s. (Id. 
WoodH  'M  Ferris  (Crouch),  A.  Essex, 31;  2s. 7d. 
W RAYSHURY  (Thins.  * Colne),  D,  Berks, 21};  2s.  3d. 
Whoxham  (Broads,  Ac.).  A.  Norfolk,  122};  10s. 
Yarding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}:  Is. 

Yarmouth  (Bure,  &*e.),  A,  Norfolk,  121  10s. 
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some  good  work  with  their  rods.  Pike  have  been  fairly 
plentiful,  but  have  not  run  to  much  weight.  At  the 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  again  changing,  and  will 
not  do  sport  muoh  good.  Grayling  fly-fishing  in  the 
Wye  and  Derwent  is  just  now  at  its  beat,  though 
bottom  fishing  is  not  to  be  despised.  Fair  sport  has 
been  had  so  far,  but  some  grand  fish  are  oxpected.  The 
Chatsworth  Club  waters  aro  among  the  best  grayling 
fly-fishing  waters  in  Derbyshire,  and  some  beauties  are 
sure  to  be  taken  from  the  deep  runs. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  members  of  the  Ironbridge  Severn  Angling  Society 
appear  to  have  had  an  unusually  good  year.  Their 
gatherings  have  been  marked  by  that  cordiality  and 
harmony  which  is  a characteristic  of  angling  societies 
in  general  and  Ironbridge  in  particular,  and  added  to 
this,  a splendid  record  of  takes  has  completed  the 
success  of  the  season.  The  aggregate  catches  made  are 
far  above  the  average,  and  will  bear  favourable  com- 
parison with  any  angling  society  in  the  country.  The 
members,  however,  oomplain  sadly  of  the  excessive  bush 
netting,  which  they  allege  has  resulted  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  a great  proportion  of  the  heavier  fish.  They  can- 
not boast  of  any  specimen  fish  for  this  reason,  but  have 
made  np  in  numbers  what  they  lack  in  this  respect ; no 
fish,  however,  of  less  than  3oz.  have  been  taken.  The 
conditions  of  their  prize  competitions  are  that  any  mem- 
ber wishing  to  compete  for  the  aggregate  prizes  must 
send  in  his  name  to  the  clubhouse  the  day  before,  inti- 
mating his  intention  or  fishing  on  the  following  day. 
If,  after  giving  in  his  name,  he  should  fail  to  weigh-in, 
his  chance  for  that  fortnight  is  forfeited.  Only  four 
catches  can  be  weighed-iD,\iz..  one  between  Aug.  1st  and 
15th  ; Aug.  ICth  and  31st ; Sept.  1st  and  15th  ; Sept.  16th 
and  30th.  These  aggregate  prizes  have  been  arranged  for 
such  of  the  members  who  from  the  nature  of  their 
occupation  often  have  an  idle  day,  and  they  are  a means 
of  filling  up  the  gap  between  the  special  outings 
arranged  for  the  season.  This  year  twenty  members 
gave  in  their  names,  and  the  fish  weighed-in  totalled 
2601b.  14oz.  Mr.  John  Norry  is  the  winner  of  the  China 
Challenge  Cup,  which  is  to  be  presented  to  him  at  the 
annual  gathering  of  the  society  in  February. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  and  Teme  are  still  very  high  and  muddy, 
and  anglers  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to  brighter 
weather,  when  sport  should  be  good.  Of  that  there  is 
no  immediate  prospect,  as  the  heavy  rain  continues 
almost  daily.  A few  ardent  sportsmen  went  out  during 
the  week,  and  were  fairly  well  rewarded  for  their  pluck, 
taking  a quantity  of  large  roach,  many  over  lib.,  and  a 
few  good  silver  bream  of  31b.  and  upwards,  and  this 
when  the  Severn  was  bank  full  ; the  worm  being  the 
most  killing  bait,  the  tail  end  of  the  lob  for  bream.  I 
have  not  heard  of  anyone  fishing  the  Teme,  but  in  the 
Avon  some  good  golden  bream  have  been  taken  with  the 
worm,  some  of  them  of  large  size.  Roach  still  off  the 
feed.  Gentles  very  plentiful  here  this  season.  Many 
will  be  Borry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  that  successful  and 
jovial  angler  Charlie  Wall.  Only  a few  weeks  ago  he 
was  busy  among  us,  catering  for  us  at  the  challenge 
cup  contest,  but  a severe  cold  and  reverses  in,  trade 
seems  to  have  preyed  upon  him,  and  carried  him  off  in 
a few  days,  leaving  behind  him  a wife  and  large  family 
— who  I fear  are  totally  unprovided  for — to  lament 
his  loss. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  week  some  fairly  good 
sport  was  had  amongst  the  roach  and  grayling  in  the 
Rye  and  Derwent.  On  Tuesday  night,  however,  rain 
fell  heavily,  and  the  rivers,  which  had  got  into  some- 
thing like  a fishable  condition,  were  again  visited  by  a 
fresh.  In  the  Codbeck,  at  Thirsk,  grayling  are  said  to 
be  rather  plentiful.  I was  glad  to  hear  of  the  punish- 
ment of  a couple  of  poachers  at  the  Auckland  Police 
Court  this  week.  The  names  of  the  offenders  are  John 
Trotter  and  William  Watson,  who  were  caught  red- 
handed  by  a constable  fishing  with  a net  attached  to  a 
long  pole  at  the  West  Mills,  Bishop  Auckland.  When 
the  officer  interfered  they  pelted  him  with  stones.  For 
the  illegal  fishing  a fine  of  £5  and  costs  each  was 
inflicted,  and  for  the  assault  a month’s  hard  labour  was 
the  penalty.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  exemplary 
manner  with  which  they  were  dealt  with  will  have  the 
effect  of  ridding  the  district  of  these  pests. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — Very  favourable  accounts  continue  to  be  had 
from  all  those  rivers  where  salmon  and  sea  trout  come 
up  for  spawning  purposes.  The  flooded  state  of  all 
waters  have  induced  the  fish  to  come  up  rather  earlier 
than  usual.  Poaching  is  rather  prevalent  in  the  remote 
and  mountainous  districts.  Sea  angling  has  been  in- 
terrupted by  adverse  winds  and  a heavy  sea. 

KERRY. — Spawning  is  going  on  satisfactorily  on  all 
the  principal  rivers  in  the  county.  In  the  West  Kerry 
streams  the  white  trout  appear  to  be  unusually  nume- 
rous. From  South  Kerry  very  encouraging  accounts  are 
to  hand,  and  the  rivers  in  this  district  appear  to  be  well 
stocked.  No  sea  angling  worth  mentioning  has  been 
done  lately,  though  a few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the 
more  sheltered  harbours  and  bays  bottom  fishing. 

ULSTER. — The  reports  to  hand  from  all  the  rivers  of 
the  North  of  Ireland  point  towards  phenomenal  runs  of 
salmon,  almost  without  exception,  particularly  in  the 
Bann,  Bush,  Mourne,  and  their  hundreds  of  tributaries. 
We  note  that  last  week  in  various  parts  of  Tyrone, 
Derry,  Donegal,  Antrim,  Armagh,  and  Down,  farmers 
were  fined  in  from  5s.  to  20s.  each,  for  allowing  flax 
water  into  trout  streams. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  F.  S. — If  you  can  get  permission  to  fish  the  Roding 
it  is  worth  trying  ; but  you  must  not  be  disappointed  if 
only  poor  results  are  mot  with,  as  the  little  river  is  not 
noted  for  either  quality  or  quantity. 

A.  Hendon;  G.  Wilson  (Salop),  “ H.  D.,”  and 
“Novice,”  will  find  their  queries  answered  on  page 


Comspotttettce 

[ We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents 

SALMO  ERIOX  VERSUS  SALMO  TRUTTA. 

Sir, — Mr.  Gosden  does  not  seem  to  have  noticed  my 
remark  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  3,  “ That  the  word  sect 
trout  means  both  bull  and  salmon  trout  and  all  their 
crosses."  I do  not  think  that  the  otolith  theory  will  be 
depended  upon  in  the  case  of  crosses,  nor  do  I think 
that  the  inner  jaw,  as  I call  it,  will  be  as  well  developed 
as  it  is  in  the  case  of  pure  eriox.  First  question,  I 
mainly  agree  with  Mr.  Gosden  as  to  eriox  sticking  to 
the  coast,  and  trutta  also;  again,  it  seems  certain  that 
those  netted  south  of  the  Humber  are  reared  between 
there  and  Berwick.  The  Esk  district  comprises  all 
waters  running  into  fhe  sea  between  Hayburn  Wyke 
and  Skinningrove  becks,  the  Esk,  its  tributaries,  and 
several  small  becks,  all  of  which  are  used  by  both  eriox 
and  trutta , and  their  numerous  relations. 

No.  2.  Mr.  Gosden  is  hardly  correct ; fish  do  not  pair 
when  running,  but  come  in  shoals,  mostly  separate  sexes, 
and  pair  afterwards,  when  settled  down.  Mr.  Wilmott, 
Canadian  inspector,  Mr.  Donaldson  (Melrose),  Tweed 
inspector,  Mr.  Alex  Lumsden  (Perth),  Tay  inspector, 
and  my  own  observations  agree  on  that  point.  As  to 
the  inner  jaw  of  the  eriox,  I cannot  improve  what  I 
have  said  ; some  might  perhaps  call  it  a ridge  inside 
the  jaw  proper  ; it  reminds  one  of  putting  a finger  into  a 
pair  of  nut-crackers.  I had  not  had  hold  of  a bull  trout  in 
1860,  although  I had  seen  specimens  in  Edinburgh  and 
other  museums,  and  can’t  tell  wbat  year  it  was  when  I 
noticed  their  mouths  ; at  a guess  it  will  be  eight  or  nine 
years  ago.  We  were  often  puzzled  on  the  Esk,  and 
during  fifteen  years  I must  have  examined  hundreds. 
About  ten  years  ago  many  anglers  were  slow  to  believe 
there  were  any  real  salmon  in  the  Esk,  butas  I hadkilled 
both  salmon  and  grilse  in  Scotch  rivers  we  soon  settled 
that.  Then  came  the  eriox-trutta  question  ; the  spawn- 
ing of  the  two,  often  near  together,  opened  my  eyes  as 
to  the  origin  of  so  many  doubtful  fish. 

The  quotation  from  Yarrell  was  published  in  and  cut 
out  of  the  Field  in  1858.  The  other  remarks  as  to  tail, 
fins,  spots,  colour,  &c.,  are  from  comparing  many  fish  of 
all  kinds.  Should  I hear  of  one  being  picked  up  dead 
this  spawning  time  I will  try  to  get  it  for  Mr.  Gosden. 

The  Yorkshire  Esk  district  is  worked  by  from  thirty 
to  forty  nets,  whose  take  in  1893  was  7210,  probably 
two-thirds  Eriox,  Trutta,  and  Co.,  and  one-third 
salmon  and  grilse.  This  year  1 attended  the  fish 
sales  on  the  pier  for  three  months,  and  saw 
over  6000  fish  sold,  so  had  ample  opportunity  to 
compare  all  sorts.  lean  only  answer  Mr.  Tod’s  friend 
as  I answered  Mrs.  G.,  a large  fish  buyer.  Some  of  the 
boats  were  late,  and  we  all  were  sauntering  about  ; 
amongst  the  fish  laid  on  the  flags  was  a big  bull  trout. 
I was  putting  my  fingers  into  his  mouth,  when  Mrs.  G. 
marched  up.  fcsoon  half  a dozsn  more  ladies  of  the 
basket,  spying  some  fun,  came  up.  Mrs.  G.  said,  ‘ Now 
what  are  you  putting  your  fingers  in  his  mouth  for  ; d ye 
think  he  hasn’t  cut  his  wisdom  teeth  yet  ? ” “ No  ; but 

I wanted  to  be  sure  ho  was  a bull  trout.  How  can 
you  tell  by  bis  mouth?”  Opening  the  mouth,  I said, 
•'  See,  here,  by  this  double  jaw  or  gum,  or  whatever  you 
call  it.”  “Why,  I never  saw  one  like  that  before; 
what’s  that  for?”  “A  provision  of  nature  to  crush 
shell  fish,  dog  crabs,  young  lobsters,  crabs,  &c.  ; put 
your  finger  in  and  let  mo  shut  fhe  mouth,  Mrs.  G. 

“ No,  thank  you  ; and  do  you  say  that  mouth  is  meant 
for  that?”  “Yes.”  “ Why,  the  lawk  o’  me,  an'  I’ve 
sold  hundreds  of  ’em  and  never  knew  that ! ' As  to  Mr. 
Tod  calling  the  head  of  the  eriox  pikey  when  fresh  run, 
I must  confess  I do  not  see  it.  Esox  lucius  s bottom 
jaw  is  considerably  longer  than  the  top  one,  and  his  head 
much  flatter.  I see  Mr.  Tod  wants  some  woad  ; I know 
a field  where  muoh  of  it  grows,  and  if  not  too  lato  will 
grub  some  up.  With  thanks  tor  your  and  your 
correspondent’s  courtesy. — I remain,  yours  truly, 

J.  W.  WHEIiDON. 

AUTUMN  ANGLING  ON  THE  BANN. 

Sir, — My  experience  of  October  rod  fishing  on  tho 
Lower  Baun  covers  the  whole  of  the  period  named  by 
Col.  Leslie,  viz.,  1883  to  1892,  and  what  is  more,  I fishel 
it  in  Oct.  1893-4.  I am  not  disposed  to  enter  into  a con- 
troversy as  to  whether  or  not  “ clean  ' salmon  must,  in 
order  to  bo  “clean,”  be  fresh  run  fish.  What  any 
reasonable  person  would  understand  by  paragraph  8 in 
tho  Bann  memorial,  is  that  the  fish  are  not  spent,  and 
that  they  are  (for  autumn  salmon)  in  really  good  condi- 
tion. Col.  Leslie’s  record  of  eleven  fresh  ruu  fish  out 
of  179  salmon  (for  nine  Octobers)  is  very  remarkable. 
All  I can  say  is  that  more  than  that  number  of  bright 
fresh  run  fish  were  killed  by  myself  and  friend  last 
month  at  Kilrea.  It  is  true  that  they  were  mostly 
small  fish,  running  from  61b.  to  101b.,  and  the  tidal  water 
at  Coleraine  was  crowded  with  fresh  fish  in  October 
waiting  for  a rise  in  the  river  to  induce  them  to  run  up. 

Col.  Leslie  does  not  venture  to  challenge  any  of  the 
serious  allegations  contained  either  in  my  artiole,  or  in 
the  memorial,  as  to  the  wholesale  slaughter  of  many 


tons  of  salmon  smolt  in  the  eel  nets  in  June,  or  the 
havoc  wrought  by  365  nets  in  Lough  Neagh. 

To  leave  these  nets  in  full  swing  through  the  whole  of 
Ootober  and  in  June,  and  to  stop  the  rod  fishing  at  tho 
end  of  September,  may  lie  a rational  method  of  increas- 
ing the  stock  of  salmon  in  tho  Bann  ; but  we  shall  see 
what  the  House  of  Commons  has  to  say  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  pettiness  of  the  thing  will  be  understood  when 
I say  that  there  are  probably  never  more  than  a dozen 
rods  at  tho  very  outside  that  fish  the  Lower  Bann  for 
salmon  in  October,  from  the  lough  to  the  sea.  Is  it  not 
a pitiful  saving  at  the  spigot  and  letting  out  at  the  bung- 
hole  to  stop  these  few  anglers’  sport,  and  yet  to  allow 
the  wholesale  slaughter  of  the  netsmen  to  go  on  ? Some 
of  these  men  told  me  themselves  that  they  fed  their 
pigs  on  salmon  smolt  crushed  to  death  in  the  Juno  eel 
nets,  and  that  they  had  seen  the  whole  surface  of  the 
river  covered  with  dead  smolt  that  had  been  released  by 
the  nets  by  cutting  the  purses.  The  masses  of  dead 
fish  were  sometimes  so  great  that  the  nets  could  not  be 
lifted,  and  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  them  was  to  use 
the  knife.  . TT 

This  matter  is  going  to  be  threshed  out  in  the  House 
Commons,  when  the  proposed  new  bye-law  comes  up  for 
confirmation,  and  I shall  lose  all  faith  in  the  common- 
sense  of  that  branch  of  the  legislature  if  they  do  not 
reject  it. — I am,  &e.,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 


INDIAN  GRASS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  last  week  you  ask  for 
information  about  the  material  called  “ Indian  Grass” 
by  old  angling  writers.  I am  not  sure  that  what  I can 
tell  you  is  the  information  wanted,  but  am  pleased  to 
put  it  at  your  service. 

A customer  of  mine— an  elderly  gentleman,  a native  of 
Speyside— has  frequently  told  me  that  when  ho  was  a 
boy  his  father  got  a hank  of  gut  sent  him  from  friends 
in  India,  and  that  they  on  Speyside,  not  knowing  what 
its  substance  was  composed  of,  called  it  “ Indian 
Weeds.”  . 

This  was  believed  to  be  the  first  gut  seen  in  the 
north  of  Scotland.  My  friend’s  memory  may  be  playing 
him  the  trick  of  age,  as  he  maintains  that  it  was  several 
feet  in  length  and  of  a deep  dirtyish  yellow  colour,  but 
silkworm  gut  all  the  same,  though  the  name  gut 
was  unknown  at  the  time.  His  father  let  the  stuff  lie 
about  for  several  years  before  using  it  as  a cast  line,  and 
its  superiority  to  spun  horsehair  was  for  a long  time 
doubted.  Many  a time  now  does  my  friend  sigh  for  a 
similar  hank  of  salmon  gut,  with  each  thread  more  than 
a yard  long,  and  cannot,  understand  why  the  Indians 
won’t  now  cultivate  it.  The  name  “ weeds  ” must  have 
been  very  generally  applied  to  gut  up  here,  for  country 
customers  often  ask  for  it  by  that  name  still.  Indeed 
it  is  only  a short  time  since  my  shop  attendant  was 
fairly  floored  by  a rustic  from  a remote  district  asking 
for  a “knap  o’  weeds,”  which  I at  onco  correctly 
translated  into  a “ hank  of  gut. ” If  the  “ weeds”  and 
“grass”  may  be  taken  to  bo  synonymous,  it  will 
explain  the  name  and  identify  the  material  as  gut. — 
Yours,  &c.,  W».  Brown. 

64,  George-streot,  Aberdeen. 

1 We  have  had  one  or  two  specimens  of  Indian  grass 
sent  to  ns  by  other  correspondents,  and  will  refer  to  the 
matter  next  week. — Ed.] 

“THERE’S  THE  RUB.” 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Streattield,  at  the  end  of  his  letter  of 
Oct.  27,  inadvertently  gives  us  his  definition  of  wet-fly 
fishing  “ the  chuck-and-chanco-it  game.”  “ There’s  the 
rub.”  That’s  where  the  dry-fly  fisherman  makes  a 
mistake,  and  it  is  evidently  to  the  dry-fly  man  who 
“ chucks-and-ohances-it,”  when  temporarily  removed 
from  his  chalk-streams,  that  Sir  Rose  Price  refors. 

An  all-round  fisherman,  who  might  also  be  a skilled 
hand  with  the  dry-fly,  would  belong  to  the  fisherman 
class,  and  would  know  too  much  about  the  art  of  wet- 
fly  fishing  to  hold  it  in  contempt. 

A dry-fly  man  has  little  difficulty  in  finding  his  fish, 
his  art  lies  chiefly  in  casting,  but  he  who  fishes  rough 
streams  must  be  blessed  with  much  more  acute  powers 
of  perception,  in  fact,  must  make  more  use  of  his  brains 
to  secure  anything  but  a meagre  basket,  and  it  is  this 
power,  combined  with  a fair  amount  of  skill  in  manipu- 
lation, which  constitutes  a “ fisherman.”  Sir  Rose 
Price  does  not  say  “ first-class  fisherman”  ; the  former, 
his  son,  may  well  be  at  fourteen. 

Few  ordinary  mortals  live  long  enough  to  become 
“ first-class  fishermen,”  if  to  be  so  involves  being  first- 
class  in  each  branch  of  angling,  for  why  include  the  dry  - 
flv  and  exclude  the  roach-pole  ? — Tours  faithfully, 

J 0.  J.  K. 


DRY-FLY  MEN  AT  BAD  BOLL. 

Dear  Sir,— In  my  letter  of  Oct.  20,  headed  “ Fishing 
at  Bad  Boll,”  I alluded  merely  to  tho  men  who  came 
under  my  own  personal  observation  from  the  beginning 
of  May  to  Oct.  15,  and  not  to  the  fishing  world  in 
genoral. 

Letters  had  appeared  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette  praising 
the  river,  and  saying  it  was  full  of  fish.  Other  letters 
appeared  full  of  abuse  and  declaring  there  was  hardly 
a trout  in  it.  You,  sir,  very  naturally  requested  some 
member  of  tho  club  to  explain  those  extremely  conflict- 
ing statements,  and  ns  I suppose  no  one  knows  the  river 
better  than  myself,  I endeavoured  to  do  so. 

In  order  to  make  matters  plain,  I divided  the  people 
who  had  been  fishing,  and  who  are  responsible  for  these 
various  accounts,  into  three  classes  : — 

1.  Fishermen. 

2.  Dry-fly  fishermen. 

3.  Duffers. 
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No.  1, 1 described  as  the  “ all-round  man,”  and  did  not 
think  it  noeossary  to  add  (what  I thought  would  bo 
apparent)  that  ho  could  fish  dry-fly  where  necessary. 
No.  2,  ns  the  dry-lly  fisherman,  whoso  sole  experience 
had  boon  limited  to  slow-running  chalk  streams. 

I could  not  term  them  fishormon,  aa  I roally  believe 
they  do  well  enough  on  their  own  water.  I could  not 
class  thorn  aa  dufTera,  «o  they  had  to  have  a claaa  for 
tboniHolvos.  The  duffer*  we  paaa  over. 

Boi'oro  going  further,  I may  as  well  say  at  once  that  I 
agroo  with  noarly  all  that  your  correspondents  in  the 
issues  of  Oot.  27  and  Nov.  .'1  say  about  dry  fly-fishing. 
I have  at  times  killed  trout  on  the  Wutaoh  with  dry  fly 
myself,  and  some  of  the  largest  bags  of  tho  season  have 
been  made  with  it,  but  by  men  with  far  wider  experience 
than  tho  class  I alluded  to,  who  I distinctly  stated  had 
boon  eduoated  and  confined  to  slow-running  waters.  The 
point  of  my  letter  was  not  to  discuss  the  relative  morits 
of  any  kind  of  fishing,  but  to  show  there  were  plenty  of 
fish  in  tho  river  if  people  only  knew  how  to  catch  them  ; 
and  that  it  did  not  require  any  extraordinary  amount  of 
skill  to  do  so.  I instanced  a boy  of  fourteen  years  of 
age  making  a good  bag  of  trout  which  included  a 
2J-poundcr  at  the  fag  end  of  tho  soason. 

Your  readers  must  bo  getting  a bit  tired  of  Bad  Boll, 
so  I will  not  bore  them  with  anything  more  about  it, 
beyond  saying  that  I have  had  fifty  years’  experience 
behind  a rod  ; that  I have  fished  in  Canada,  Norway, 
west  of  the  Rockies,  and  in  all  quarters  of  the  world, 
and  that  I consider  the  Wutach  one  of  the  best  trout 
streams  I ever  threw  a lino  in.  The  wading  is  easy. 
On  one  occasion  I esoorted  five  ladies  half-way  down 
tho  river  to  the  Wutach  Mill.  They  waded  across  the 
river  at  least  a dozen  times,  and  thought  it  great  fun. 
The  “ Disappointed  Angler  ” in  his  letter  to  you  seems 
to  consider  it  “ dangerous  and  tiring.”  The  fishing  is 
easy,  and  the  whole  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  water  can  be 
more  easily  worked  than  any  other  same  length  of  river 
I ever  saw  in  my  life  ; there  being  excellent  and  in- 
expensive inns  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  river 
along  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  a railway  with  plenty 
of  convenient  stations  to  put  you  down  close  to  them. 

If  a man  cannot  kill  trout  on  the  Wutach  he  will  kill 
them  nowhere,  and  had  much  better  give  up  all  idea  of 
ever  becoming  a fisherman,  and  take  to  Berlin  wool 
work  at  once. — I am,  &c.,  Rose  Price. 

Hotel  Byron,  Villeneuse,  Montreux, 

Switzerland,  Nov.  12. 


BARBEL  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Sir,  — Your  correspondent  “ H.  D.  ” in  last 
Saturday’s  paper,  expresses  himself  sorry  to  see  the 
spirit  in  which  “ Sedge  Willow’s  ” letter  respecting  the 
capture  of  a barbel  here  was  received  by  one  or  two  of 
your  correspondents  (of  whom,  I presume,  I am  one), 
and  does  not  think  the  inferences  they  drew  were  war- 
ranted. 

I fear  he  could  not  have  had  my  reply  to  “ Sedge 
Willow  ” before  him  when  he  wrote  thus,  as  I do  not 
think  I said  one  word  that  exhibited  either  feeling  or 
“ spirit  ” in  the  matter  under  notice  in  that  reply  ; if  1 
did  so  it  was  quite  unintentional ; I do  not,  however, 
think  “ Sedge  Willow  ” himself  could  object  to  anything 
I wrote. 

I have  not  the  correspondence  by  me,  but  I think  I 
simply  expressed  myself  to  the  effect  that  I considered 
“ Sedge  Willow’s  ” doubts  were  quite  reasonable,  and 
were  shared  by  many  here,  myself  amongst  the  number, 
until  they  had  seen  the  fish. 

He  asked  me  to  explain,  if  I could,  how  the  fish  got 
into  the  Ouse,  and  I did  so  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

I am  not  a fisherman  myself,  and  never  saw  a live 
barbel  in  my  life,  and  only  few  dead  ones  either.  The 
one  in  question  is  now  in  my  possession,  and  can  be 
seen  by  anyone  who  chooses  to  call. — I am,  yours  truly, 
St.  Neots.  Wm.  Nash. 


A PIKE  LINE  ACROSS  SCOTLAND. 

Sir,— I have  never  heard  of  this  very  imaginary  line, 
nor  do  I believe  in  its  existence  either.  There  are  pike 
in  the  Tay,  for  I have  seen  them  ; and  Loch  Tummel 
holds  plenty  of  them.  But  there  is  a private  loch  in 
Perthshire  called  Loch  Conn,  which  I know  had  a very 
good  reputation  as  a pike  loch — fish  plentiful  and 
running  to  a good  size.  It  belongs  to  Mr.  Robertson, 
of  Auchleeks.  Bail  to  Struan  station,  thence  drive  to 
Trinafour  Inn  ; from  this,  a good  stiff  walk  uphill  of 
two  and  a half  miles  or  so.  I tbink  I have  heard  of  pike 
in  Aberdeenshire  also,  but  in  these  days  where  fish  are 
so  easily  and  so  commonly  transplanted  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another,  it  would  not  surprise  me  if  Esox 
lucius  was  found  even  in  Sutherland  or  Ross-sbiro. 
N.B. — Locb  Conn  is  preserved  strictly. — I am,  &o., 

E.M.  Tod. 

PIKE  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  Mr.  Rex  B.  Roberts  to 
know  that  pike  are  taken  in  Scotland  as  far  north  as 
Beauly,  near  Inverness. 

Last  month  I saw  one  weighing  about  4Jlb.  taken 
whilst  spinning  for  salmon  in  the  River  Beauly.  It 
was  a long  thin  fish,  not  to  be  comparod  with  a Thames 
pike,  though  by  no  means  bad  eating. — I am,  yours,  Ac., 
H. 

LARGE  PIKE. 

Sir,— Tho  only  reason  that  I looked  in  1879  for  a 
record  of  Mr.  Jardine’s  371b.  pike  is  that  in  “ Bicker- 
dyke’s  Angling  for  Pike  ” he  states  the  date  as  Nov.  10, 
1879,  and  in  his  letter  of  Oct.  0 this  year  he  again  states’ 
that  it  was  caught  that  year. 

I may  state  that  there  is  no  record  of  a .'{(ilb.  or  371b. 
pike  being  credited  in  the  Piscatorial  Society’s  records 


to  Mr.  Jardine  from  1875  to  the  date  at  which  his  con- 
nection with  tho  society  was  severed.  I will  leave  Mr. 
Lander  to  reply  for  himself.  As  Mr.  Jardine  states,  I 
have  no  acquaintance  with  him,  therefore  I can  have  no 
bias  either  for  or  against,  I am  only  striving  to  find  out 
upon  what  data  our  records  of  big  fish  stand. 

However,  I must  ropeat  my  remark  of  last  week,  viz., 
that  till  the  weights  and  date  of  capture  of  these  fish 
are  proved  they  must  be  removed  from  the  list  of  big 
pike  records. 

This  is  my  last  word  on  the  subject. — I am,  yours  &c., 
Charles  S,  Patterson. 

[Wo  have  seen  the  vouchers  signed  by  Mr.  J.  L Lander, 
late  secretary  to  the  Piscatorial  Society,  which  are 
authentic  copies  from  that  society’s  books.  Mr.  Jar- 
dine’s  361b.  pike  was  weighed  on  that  society’s  scales, 
at  thoir  clubroom,  Jan.  25,  1877 — and  thirty-six  hours 
after  capture  was  accredited  351b.  Tho  371b.  pike  was 
weighed  on  their  scales,  Nov.  13,  1879,  and  weighed 
within  the  merest  trifle  of  351b. — forty-eight  hours  after 
capture. — Ed.]  ___ 

Dear  Sir, — A.  good  many  years  ago  a large  pike  was 
caught  in  Ireland  by  a Mr.  Manning.  I do  not  know 
the  exact  weight.  The  fish  in  question  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Manning  (about  forty  years  ago)  to  the  Dublin 
Museum.  I should  be  very  grateful  if  you,  or  any  of 
your  readers,  would  kindly  let  me  know  the  exact  weight 
of  the  fish.  Thanking  you  ;in  anticipation,  I am,  yours 
truly,  Charles  Dejonge. 

BULL  VERSUS  SEA  TROUT. 

Sir, — In  last  week’s  F.  G.  I promised  to  answer  three 
questions  submitted  by  your  correspondent  E.  M.  Tod, 
being  the  remainder  of  seven  unanswered,  the  numbers 
being  3,  4,  and  5. 

No.  3. — That  apparently  the  bull  trout  are  somewhat 
different  in  the  shape  of  the  head.  The  only  difference, 
as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  diagnose,  is  between  a clean 
fish  and  a kelt.  The  difference  then  is  equally  the  same 
as  in  Salmo  salar. 

No.  4. — Are  more  fully  spotted,  the  spots  running 
lower. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  in  his  “Salmon  Problems,” 
states  that  in  the  Forth  there  are  two  distinctly  marked 
trout — one  has  spots  all  over  the  body,  the  other  only 
below  the  line ; one  quite  pale,  the  other  quite  red  as  to 
flesh.  They  run  from  ljlb.  to  21b.  in  weight ; are  found 
in  May  and  continue  till  August.  Others  are  so-called 
salmon  or  bull  trout.  A strong,  coarse-looking  fish, 
rather  dark  in  the  scales.  They  are  first  seen  in  July, 
41b.  and  up  to  101b.  in  weight,  and  have  been  got  up  to 
161b,  On  the  Usk  the  migratory  trout  run  to  a large 
size.  In  the  winter  of  1871-2  one  of  forty  inches  in 
length  was  thrown  up  dead.  The  pyloric  appendages 
were  forty-eight  in  number.  On  Jan.  3,  1870,  a bull 
trout  kelt  was  caught  in  a net,  near  Usk,  161b.  weight. 
On  Jan.  11,  1873,  a bull  trout  of  281b.  was  caugbt ; and 
on  April  4,  1876,  one  of  201b.  was  caught  in  a putcher  at 
Goldcliff.  I think  this  paragraph  will  also  suffice  for 
Question  No.  5. 

Mr.  Buckland  informs  us  that  there  is  in  theology  an 
Odium  theologicum , so  in  fish,  salmon,  &c.,  there  is  an 
Odium  salmonicum.  So  I shall  say  no  more  about 
“ Bull  versus  Sea  Trout,”  as  it  is  one  of  the  most 
fertile  sources  of  Odium  salmonicum.  But  I will 
endeavour  to  show  by  means  of  my  suggestion  (or  as 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  humorously  says,  “The  new  idea”) 
otoliths.  Should  any  of  your  numerous  readers  catch 
such  fish  as  they  imagine  to  be  “ bull  trout,”  I shall  be 
very  pleased  if  they  would  send  me  the  heads  only 
for  diagnosis. — Yours  &c.,  Frank  Gosden. 

Reading.  

“ SNOEKS.” 

Sir, — Being  always  interested  in  foreign  names  of 
fish,  I should  feel  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
tell  me  the  English  equivalent  for  the  above. 

In  yonr  last  issue,  there  was  an  interesting  quotation 
from  a Cape  paper  on  the  subject  of  “ Snoek  ” fishing 
in  those  waters  ; and  the  writer  spoke  of  them  as  “ Cape 
salmon.” 

Now  I have  come  across  the  same  word  in  Holland, 
where  it  is,  however,  applied  to  the  common  pike  (Esox 
lucius ),  and  as  in  South  Africa  it  is  doubtless  a Boer 
term,  I am  induced  to  trouble  you  for  an  explanation  as 
to  whether  it  is  our  salmon.  If  so — though  I doubt  it — 
tho  problem  of  angling  for  salmon  at  sea  is  finally  solved. 
But  is  it  not  rather  a pickerel  of  some  kind  ? — I am,  &o., 
_____  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

UNDERSIZED  JACK. 

Sir, — I often  read  in  your  valuable  paper  of  some 
“ good  ” takes  of  “ fine  ” jack  ! Also  I have  seen  some 
of  these  reported  fine  captures.  As  an  angler  of  over 
thirty  years’  experience,  I was  pained  to  read  the 
following  in  a recent  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
(extracted  from  the  monthly  report  of  the  Angler’s 
Association,  and  signed  “ Hon.  Reporter  ”)  : 

“ A member  of  one  of  the  associated  clubs,  having 
been  reported  for  retaining  undorsized  jack,  appearod 
in  response  to  a summons  from  the  Association,  and 
explained  that  he  bad  been  gorgo  fishing,  and  had  to 
injure  the  fish  in  tho  extraction  of  tho  hooks.  The 
meeting  decided  that  ho  ought  under  no  circumstances 
to  have  kept  the  fish,  and  the  secretary  stated  that  in 
future  any  member  who  might  catch  an  unsizeable  fish 
which  had  gorged  tho  hook  must  cut  either  gimp  or  gut, 
and  not  attempt  to  disgorgo  tho  hook,  and  replace  the 
HkIi  in  the  water,  as  in  all  probability  it  would  live.” 

I do  not  wish  to  impute  cruelty  to  the  “meeting” 
who  deoided  that  poor  little  undorsized  jack,  having 


gorged  tho  hook,  should  be  cast  adrift  without  an 
attempt  being  made  to  save  their  lives. 

A great  deal  depends  upon  the  angler.  I have  seen 
five  out  of  six  roach  so  mutilated  in  tho  attempt  to 
extract  tho  book,  that,  in  some  instances,  a piece  of  the 
mouth  has  been  left  on  the  hook  “ to  catch  another 
with.” 

In  tho  hands  of  an  accomplished  angler,  an  ordinary 
disgorgor  or  pocket-knife  would  be  sufficient  to  extract 
the  hook  and  let  the  creature  live.  But  to  the  “ novice,” 
or  “ butcher,”  or  “ bungler,”  I most  cordially  recom- 
mend a Beavan  Disgorger,  the  price  and  utility  of  which 
you  advertise  in  your  columns.  The  most  expert  fisher- 
man will  also  do  well  to  try  this  ingenious  contrivance. 
By  its  use  much  needless  “ slaughter  of  the  innocents  ” 
would  be  avoided. — I am,  sir,  yours  (more  in  sorrow 
than  in  anger),  Herbert  Dean. 

East  Molesey.  

WEEDS  IN  A 70-ACRE  LAKE. 

Sir, — Having  a largo  expanse  of  water  which  is 
almost  covered  with  weeds,  could  you  or  some  of  your 
numerous  readers  suggest  the  best  means  to  clean  it,  or 
if  there  is  any  machine  made  that  would  cut  the  weeds 
out  quickly  and  at  little  expense.  There  are  about 
seventy  acres  in  the  lake,  and  running  to  about  20ft. 
deep.  N.  E.  A.  U.  C. 

Belfast. 

[If  any  of  our  readers  cau  suggest  any  plan  by  which 
a 70-acre  lake  with  20ft.  of  water  can  be  cleared  quickly 
and  cheaply,  we  can  only  say  we  shall  be  very  glad  to 
hear  what  it  is.  The  simplest  plan  we  can  suggest  is  to 
get  some  blades  like  scythes  made,  and  fastened  together 
and  ropes  put  at  each  end.  Two  good  boats  with  two 
or  three  men  in  each  would  be  able  to  cut  a good  deal  of 
the  weeds  by  dragging  the  scythes  through  them.  A 
good  plan  would  be  to  fix  one  boat  with  an  anchor,  and 
then  pull  the  other  round  it  in  an  increasing  circle,  and 
then  anchor  in  a fresh  place  and  repeat  the  operation. 
The  cut  weeds  would  float,  and  have  to  be  taken  out  in 
boatloads.  Severe  frosty  weather  will  send  the  weeds 
down  to  some  extent. — Ed.] 


A TARPON  SCALE. 

Sir, — Having  read  with  much  interest  the  articles 
which  have  appeared  on  “The  Land  of  Big  Fish,”  and 
also  the  discussion  on  “Tarpon  v.  Jew-fish,”  I beg  to 


inclose  you  actual  scale  of  a tarpon.  The  fish  from 
which  this  scale  was  taken  weighed  1651b. — I am,  sir, 
yours  truly,  ____  “ Jack.” 


THE  MINNOW  QUESTION. 

Sir, — In  the  midst  of  our  busy  spawning  season  I am 
necessarily  prevented  replying  to  Mr.  Francis  this  week 
on  the  minnow  question,  but  quite  hope  to  have  a few 
remarks  on  this  subject  for  next  week’s  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

The  unprecedentedly  mild  weather  we  have  here 
makes  the  fish  spawn  very  freely,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  the  effect  that  it  has  upon  their  appetites. 
They  feed  much  more  readily  than  usual  also,  and  even 
fish  that  have  been  stripped  of  their  ova  but  a few 
hours  will  “ go  for  ” their  food  in  a manner  that  does 
one  good  to  see. — I am,  &c.,  J.  T.  Armistead. 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries. 

NAMES  OF  IMPLEMENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  mo  tho  definitions  of  the  following  implements, 
referred  to  in  the  Act  13  & 14  Vio.  cap.  88,  sec.  40,  viz.  : 
“ Lyster,”  “ Strokehaul,”  “ Dree  Draw  P” — And  greatly 
obligo,  yours  faithfully,  _____  W.  J.  Thomas. 

“WANTED  TO  KNOW.” 

Sir, — Would  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents 
kindly  inform  mo  where  oithorone  or  both  of  tho  follow- 
ing places  are  situated,  viz.,  1st,  “ Glen  o’  Trool ; ” 2nd, 
“ Oloator  Moor  Pi” — I am,  yours  &o.,  Frank  Gosden. 
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NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  Bide  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

Telegraphio  Address—"  RIVSAM.  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2079. 
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WITH  which  is  incobpobated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  24th,  1894. 


DRY  FLY  AND  WET  FLY  FISHING 
AT  BAD  BOLL  AND  ELSEWHERE. 


Duking  the  late  discussion  about  the  “Bad 
Boll  ” fishing  some  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
relative  values  of  the  two  systems.  I think  it 
wise  to  deal  with  the  facts  without  quoting 
names,  as  some  warmth  has  already  been  exhi- 
bited, and  I have  no  wish  to  stir  up  more. 

I have  discussed  the  matter  already  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  from  my  point  of  view. 

I admire  the  man  who  can  fish  the  dry  fly 
perfectly.  It  is  a very  beautiful  art,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  whatever  that  a man  who  excels  herein 
is  well  worthy  of  the  name  of  “a  first  class 
angler,”  even  if  he  never  has  used  the  wet  fly  in 
his  life.  This  I give  as  my  own  deliberate 
opinion. 

But  I feel  astonished  when  I see  one  angler 
writing  (in  1894)  as  he  does  of  the  “ cbuck-and- 
chance-it  game,”  and  speaking  of  wet-fly  fisher- 
men as  having  no  claim  to  be  called  first-class 
anglers,  unless  they  can  also  fish  well  with  the 
dry-fly. 

Now  I do  think  that  this  is  not  a very  large- 
hearted  view  to  take  of  the  matter,  and  I heartily 
agree  with  your  correspondent  C.  J.  K.  in  to-day’s 
Fishing  Gazette.  To  go  to  some  far  north  loch  or 
river  where  trout  are  easily  caught,  and  to  watch 
the  dry-fly  man,  lowering  himself  so  far  as  to  use 
the  wet-fly,  and  kill  trout,  is  hardly  a proof  that 
he  is  able  to  old  his  own  with  the  wet-fly  fisher- 
man on  his  own  ground. 

I maintain  that  this  is  not  so,  and  I have  seen 
some  of  the  best  dry-fly  men  fishing  our  northern 
rivers — the  Eden  in  Cumberland— the  Tweed, 
Teviot,  Tummel,  Deveron,  Don,  Isla,  &c.,  in 
Scotland,  and  I certainly  claim  precedence  for 
the  wet-fly  fisherman  if  he  is  “far  ben” — in  the 
art. 

Whosoever  speaks  of  wet- fly  fishing  as  “a 
chuck  and  chance  it  ” matter  is  either  perfectly 
ignorant  of  the  science  to  which  it  can  bo  raised, 
or  allows  his  prejudices  to  blind  him  to  the 
truth. 


What  training  does  the  purely  dry-fly  fisher 
receive  to  fit  him  for  holding  his  own  with  an 
expert  wet- fly  fisherman  on  a Scotch  river, 
especially  on  one  where  trout  have  been  hard 
fished,  yet  are  still  fairly  plentiful — a river  for 
trying  our  skill  P 

First  of  all  his  training,  I presume,  consists 
largely  of  watching  for  a rising  fish,  and  then 
with  one  fly  fishing  for  that  fish  until  he  hooks 
him  or  puts  him  down.  Broadly,  is  that  not  so? 
He  has  to  dry  his  fly  continually,  and  uses  up 
much  time  in  the  process.  The  wet-fly  man  with 
his  three  flies  who  is  fishinsr  hard  by,  is  rapidly 
casting  over  rising  fish  whilst  his  line  is  in  the 
air  half  of  the  time.  Is  this  the  best  training  for 
wet-fly  work  ? I say  no  ! 

Then  surely  it  is  incomprehensible  that  a man, 
whose  instincts  have  ne  *er  been  trained  to  read  a 
sheet  of  water  like  an  open  book,  can  compete 
with  one  who  has  been  so  trained,  after  many 
long  years  of  experience. 

There  are  wet  fly  and  wet  fly  fishers.  The  dull 
plodder  who  puts  on  three  “ likely  ” flies  and 
throws  a good  line,  and  simply  fishes  “ down  the 
water,”  truly  is  the  nearest  approach  to  one  of 
the  chuck-and-chance-it  school,  but  I would  pass 
him  by  as  unworthy  of  the  wet  fly  school,  and  of 
the  name  of  angler.  What  makes  one  man  fish  a 
pool  or  stream,  and  another  to  pass  it  by  and  to 
go  to  some  other  pool  or  stream  P What  but 
instinct  ? There  are  often  no  rising  fish  to  guide 
him,  but  he  begins  sinking  and  working  the  fly, 
and  is  able  to  hit  on  the  proper  fly  too,  and  so  he 
fills  his  basket  whilst  the  mere  plodder  fishes 
the  surface  of  some  useless  pool  where  he 
hardly  gets  a rise.  When  a birth  of  flies 
appears  on  the  surface  instinct  ceases.  There 
are  the  trout,  and  you  go  for  them.  The  rise 
ceases,  and  the  man  without  that  intuitive  per- 
ception, which  I hold  only  comes  (if  ever)  after 
years  and  years  of  wet  fly-fishing,  and  which 
cannot  be  imparted — is  at  a disadvantage.  One 
of  the  very  best  of  all  the  dry  fly  school  (Mr.  M.) 
used  to  fish  the  Cumberland  Eden,  and  though  I 
never  saw  him  fishing,  I knew  and  have  fished 
and  dined  with  his  host,  and  all  agreed  it  was  “ a 
sicht  for  sair  een  ” to  see  him  fish.  His  fly  was 
thrown  so  perfectly — but  then,  he  would  not  lift 
a rod  unless  he  saw  a rising  fish,  and,  of  course, 
did  not  make  such  large  baskets  as  any  expert  of 
the  wet  fly  school  would  have  done — nor  did  he 
want  to.  Even  when  they  condescend  to  use 
the  wet  fly,  I avow  that  the  dry  fly  man  has  a 
great  deal  to  learn  ere  he  knows  all  that  an  expert 
of  the  wet  fly  school  knows.  That  he  can  perfect 
himself  in  both  schools,  if  he  has  only  time  at  his 
disposal,  I have  no  doubt,  for  it  needs  a new 
apprenticeship,  as  it  were,  and  an  upsetting  of 
Southern  ideas  in  a large  measure. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  the  dry-fly  system  is 
the  only  system  worthy  the  name  on  the  Test, 
Itchin,  Wandle,  Kennet,  &c.  Not  that  the  wet- 
fly  fisherman  might  not  occasionally  score,  but 
he  would  be  hopelessly  distanced  by  the  expert 
dry-fly  fisherman  in  any  serious  test,  extending, 
say,  over  a fortnight. 

For  my  part,  were  I to  visit  the  Test  to- 
morrow, I should  first  raise  my  hat  to  the  trout, 
and  then  again  raise  it  to  any  expert  dry-fly 
fisherman  who  would  be  good  enough  to  show  me 
how  to  do  it,  and  I think  1 could  be  very  amenable 
to  discipline,  and  certainly  would  utterly  sink  all 
my  own  preconceived  notions  of  wet-fly  fishing. 

In  the  Dame  of  our  common  sport  then,  why 
should  a dry-fly  fisherman  not  recognise  that 
there  is  something  to  learn— (unlearn) — when 
fishing  the  Tweed,  Teviot,  Tummel,  &c.,  as  a wet- 
fly  fisherman,  for  the  first  time,  yes,  even  when  a 
high  degree  of  skill  has  been  attained,  as  a dry- 
fly  fisherman  by  the  debutant  in  our  northern 
rivers. 

I used  to  ride  a good  deal  in  my  youth,  indeed, 
I lived  in  the  saddle  for  five  years ; but  I had 
ridden  a fair  amount  before  I went  to  Australia. 
Now  here  the  same  narrow  prejudice  prevailed. 

“ Pooh,  he  thinks  he  can  ride  because  he  has 

hunted  with  the hounds  at  home.  Wait  till 

he  mounts  a wicked  buck-jumper  ! he’ll  soon  take 
the  conceit  out  of  him  ! ” And  yet  these  very 
men  require  to  have  saddles  shaped  to  their  own 
requirements — large  and  hollow,  with  high 
cautle  and  big  pads,  and  even  use  a “ kid  ” 
occasionally,  to  keep  them  from  shifting  in  their 
seat  during  the  exhausting  process  of  mastering 
a buck-jumper.  These  bush-bred  fellows  forget 


that  English  hunting  paddles  are  small  and  light, 
and  flat,  and  the  pads  for  the  knee  small 
and  low — some  even  preferring  a plain  flap — 
and  to  follow  wherever  the  hounds  lead,  and  to 
ride  straight,  needs  nerve  and  pluck  and  skill  of 
a different  order,  perhaps,  but  no  less  meritorious. 
And  yet  if  this  gallant  rider  goes  to  Australia 
all  this  counts  for  nothing  if  he  gets  thrown 
from  a buck  jumper  when  he  first  tries  his  hand ; 
not  that  horses  don’thuck  occasionally  in  thehunt- 
ing  field;  but  it  is  wholly  and  entirely  different 
from  the  vicious  quarter  (or  half)  hour  one  is 
liable  to  from  some  of  these  demons  in  form  of 
horseflesh  in  Australia.  I never  can  forget  one — 
well  named  Vengenance — and  yet  the  man  who 
could  ride  him  (and  a few  dared)  might  make  a 
poor  show  in  an  English  hunting  saddle  with 
the  Quorn  or  Pytchley.  And  I maintain  that 
it  is  this  narrow  spirit  that  fly-fishers  of  all 
schools  should  fight  against.  I can  only  add  that  I 
for  one  try  to  admire  what  1 am  unable  to  accom- 
plish well,  be  it  dry-fly  fishing  or  “ Lea”  fishing 
for  roach,  quite  an  art  and  hard  to  acquire.  How 
much  there  is  to  learn  for  all  who  possess  a 
teachable  spirit ! 

It  is  quite  possible,  nay — in  my  opinion  a 
certainty  — that  as  northern  rivers  become 
harried  and  depleted  of  their  trout,  and 
as  the  trout  become  both  scarce  and  shy,  that 
“ dry  fly  ” will  become  more  and  more  used  in  the 
places  especially  suited  to  its  use — not  in  the 
most  rapid  streams — and  I can  quite  understand 
the  dry  fly  expert  at  Bad  Boll  picking  his  pet 
places  and  doing  very  well,  but  I should  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  he  would  “ lick  ” an  expert 
with  the  wet  fly  during  a long  holiday.  Not  that 
I am  one  of  the  men  who  love  to  fish  matches, 
for  I utterly  abhor  any  ww-friendly  rivalry  in  field 
sports  seeing  how  it  destroys  the  whole  poetry  of 
our  lives  as  sportsmen  and  brethren.  The  man 
who  is  always  ready  to  “helplame  dogsover  stiles” 
in  sport  as  in  other  things,  has  the  best  of 
it  in  its  best  sense,  in  the  long  run.  He  may  not 
kill  the  most  fish,  but  he  makes  the  fewest 
enemies  and  the  most  friends,  and  has  by  far  the 
highest  enjoyment. 

Surely  this  is  incontestible,  and  applies  to  all 
fly  fishermen  alike. 

Were  it  possible,  I should  iike  to  take  up  dry- 
fly  fishing,  but  other  things  have  to  be  attended 
to,  and  I am  getting  older.  It  is  doubtless  most 
fascinating  work,  and  I only  want  the  time  and 
opportunity  to  set  about  it  even  now.  It  would 
suit  me  in  one  way,  there  is  less  wading  , but  the 
kneeling  I would  no  longer  enjoy,  being  tall, 
heavy,  and  stiff  from  rheumatism.  The  day  was, 
&c,  &c.,  but  time  plays  tricks  ! 

Lucky  the  lean  man  as  age  inoreases, 

The  portly  man  soon  “ falls  to  pieces.” 

With  which  impromptu  couplet  I conclude  my 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  BAITS. 


IV.— THE  SOLEN. 

Few  would  look  for  instinct  in  a “ razor  fish. 
Perhaps  not  many  would  have  expected  it  in  a 
hermit  crab,  but  I showed  three  instances  of  it  in  a 
previous  note : the  instinct  which  led  it  to  seek  a 
suitable  habitation  for  its  undefended  hind- 
quarters ; the  instinct  which  prompted  its  leaving 
the  whelk  in  possession  of  its  lawful  shell ; and 
lastly  that  most  wonderful  of  all,  which  taught  it 
to  transfer  the  useful  anemone  to  its  new  tenement. 
Now  in  the  “razor  fish”  (called  solen  from  a 
Greek  word  meaning  a pipe,  or  pipe-shaped)  we 
find  an  equally  sublime  instinct,  also  of  that  most 
common  kind,  the  all  pervading  instinct  of  self- 
preservation.  . . 

Those  who  have  been  sufficiently  enterprising 
to  catch  their  own  solens — and  it  is  a still  smarter 
job  than  digging  lugworm — will  recollect  that  a 
favourite  method  of  bringing  it  to  the  top  of  its 
sandy  shaft  is  to  sprinkle  a little  salt  on  the  key- 
hole-shaped entrance.  The  irritated  mollusc 
comes  gliding  up  to  discover  what  is  causing  the 
trouble,  and  when  the  shell  protrudes  an  inch  or 
thereabouts  above  the  wet  sand  one  must  seize  it 
quick  as  thought.  But  once  miss  your  solen  and 
he  shoots  down  out  of  reach,  “ swift  as  an  arrow 
from  the  bow  of  love,”  and  not  a whole  pillar  of 
salt  will  bring  him  back.  He  knows  better.  So, 
too,  if  once  missed  with  the  little  barbed  spear, 
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anobhor  favourite  modus  capiondi,  ho  is  irro- 
triovablo.  A miss  is  as  had  as  a milo. 

Tho  razor  fish  contrives  to  ascend  and  descend 
his  shaft  so  rapidly  hy  the  aid  of  a marvellous 
foot,  the  shape  of  which  tho  owner  can  altor  at 
will ; now  extending  it  to  form  a sharp  and 
efficient  borer,  anon  contracting  it  into  a bulb, 
with  which  it  can  got  a firm  footing  in  the  wet 
sand,  and  draw  itself  downward.  In  ascending 
tho  process  is  rovorsod,  it  expands  tho  foot  and 
pushes  itself  up. 

Tho  curious  shore  rambler  lias  only  to  hold 
one,  foot  downwards,  to  tho  wet  sand  in  order  to 
observe  its  vory  serviceable  foot  go  through  all 
its  customary  ovolutions,  as  tho  creaturo  makes 
vain  efforts  to  regain  tho  security  of  its  under- 
ground rotroat.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


THE  FLOOD  MU  THAMES. 


The  accompanying  sketch  represents  High- 
sbreot,  Kingston-on-Thames,  and  a fishing  punt 
thereon  tied  to  a lamp-post.  In  the  punt  with 
Mr.  Richardson  is  good  old  Josh  Weekes,  who  is 
now  fairly  on  tho  road  to  recovery,  and  has  made 
up  his  mind  for  somo  “ big  ’uns  ” when  the  Hoods 
abate.  The  railings  in  rear  mark  tho  bounds  of 
the  river. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  it  will  be  observed,  is 


watchers,  honorary  and  paid  river-keepers,  and 
tho  police,  are  working  with  tho  same  object  in 
view. 

Incidents  innumerable  could  be  recorded  of  tho 
devastation  caused  by  this  disastrous  Hood. 

Tho  following  is  from  tho  Daily  News : 

This  evening  (Tuesday,  Nov.  20)  I was  given  tho 
opportunity  of  travelling  on  tho  engine  of  the  first  train 
that  made  its  way  through  tho  waters  from  Staines  to 
Windsor.  It  was  then  dark,  with  heavy  masses  of 
clouds  overhead,  and  tho  only  light  except  in  windows 
scorned  to  come  not  from  above  but  from  the  pallid 
stretch  of  flood  on  all  sides.  A scene  more  weirdly 
desolate  it  would  bo  difficult  to  imagine.  Far  as  the 
oye  could  see,  that  dull  grey  surface  extended, 
broken  only  by  occasional  banks  or  bushy  hedge- 
rows, or  little  islets  of  higher  ground,  or  houses, 
from  tho  upper  windows  of  which  lamps  or  candles 
cast  faint  gleams,  which  showed  by  broken  lines  whore 
currents  wero  yet  flowing  fast.  From  the  railway  itself, 
nearly  all  water  had  gone  between  Staines  and  Wrays- 
bury.  Close  to  this  station  one  saw  the  first  evidence 
of  the  flood’s  destructive  powers.  Tiers  of  a bridge 
that  carrios  the  Wraysbury  road  across  a cutting  beside 
the  line  had  been  undermined  so  that  they  sunk, 
bringing  with  them  the  double  arches,  and  making 
a wide  gap  in  the  bridge.  Planks  forty  feet 
long  were  required  to  stretch  from  butment  to  hut- 
ment of  this  opening,  so  that  when  properly  supported 
they  might  form  a temporary  footway  for  people  coming 
to  the  station.  Thence  towards  Ratchet  the  train  had 
to  pass  through  water,  which,  however,  had  then  gone 
down,  so  that  it  reached  scarcely  half-a-foot  above  the 
wheol  tires.  At  Datchet  the  only  moans  of  getting 
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actually  in  the  act  of  landing  a respectable  dace. 
It  may  be  added  that  three  dozen  gudgeon  were 
captured  by  Mr.  Amphlett,  the  secretary  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.  Mr.  Turk’s  new 
boat-house  had  several  inches  of  water  in  it,  and  a 
buoy  weighing  several  hundredweight  was  broken 
from  its  moorings  and  conveyed  into  the  Ham 
fields,  a considerable  distance. 

Unhappily,  Kingston  is  not  the  only  town  that 
has  suffered  from  the  disastrous  Hood.  Those 
who  know  the  Swan,  at  Thames  UittoD,  will 
remember  that  the  approach  to  the  house  is  up  a 
steep  flight  of  steps,  and  through  a portico  sur- 
mounted oy  a swan.  On  Sunday  last,  this  swan, 
which  is  nominally  about  14ft.  above  the  level 
of  the  water,  was  half  submerged.  Windsor 
seems  to  have  suffered  most,  but,  thanks 
to  the  Queen  and  the  energetic  mayor,  whilst 
a vast  amount  of  suffering  has  been  caused, 
everything  possible  has  been  done  for  tho 
thousands  of  people  who  have  been  practi- 
cally rendered  homeless.  In  Windsor  and 
Datchet  the  gas  has  totally  failed,  and  the  dismal 
dreariness  ol  the  two  places  can  be  better 
imagined  than  described.  Numerous  accidents 
have  happened,  and  a large  amount  of  stock  has 
been  drowned.  The  serious  effect  upon  the 
fishing  prospects  is  another  evil  which  will 
affect  the  Thames  angler  for  many  a long  day, 
as  large  quantities  of  fish  have  been  left  high 
and  dry  on  the  fields  as  the  water  subsided. 

Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  is  exerting  himself 
to  the  utmost  in  saving  the  fish,  and,  to  their 
credit,  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
(as  also  all  the  up-river  societies),  aided  by 


in  the  High  Street,  Kingston. 

about  the  streets  even  now  is  by  punt,  and  the  waters 
are  out  far  enough  still  for  these  to  go  through  lanes  or 
across  meadows  nearly  to  Slough. 


"THE  ENDURING  CHARM  OF 
IZAAK  WALTON.” 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eastbourne 
Natural  History  Society,  on  Friday  evening, 
Nov.  16  (under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Dent 
Gardner),  Mr.  Thomas  Bradfield  read  a very 
interesting  paper  on  the  above  subject.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  said  : 

“ At  the  first  blush  it  might  appear  as  if  I 
were  placing  Izaak  Walton  in  a forced  position, 
to  rank  him  among  those  whose  performances 
entitle  them  to  consideration  by  a Natural 
History  Society,  for  Walton’s  contribution  to 
the  wisdom  and  delight  of  the  world  belongs 
rather  to  literature  than  to  science.  Neverthe- 
less, his  little  masterpiece,  ‘The  Compleat 
Angler,’  is  a work  the  result  of  observation  of 
the  rarest  order  and  fascination,  as  well  as  of  a 
sympathetic  appreciation  of  the  beauties  and 
influence  of  the  natural  world.  Although  clear- 
ness, order,  insight  and  accuracy  mark  his 
references  to  the  particulars  in  connection  with 
his  loved  pursuit,  it  would  hardly  be  fair  to 
regard  his  book  from  a strictly  scientific  point  of 
view.  In  his  relation  with  Nature,  I ought  per- 
haps to  say  that  Walton  communed  rather  than 
noted  ; he  was  not  like  Thoreau,  who  had  watched 
external  phenomena  as  a detective  who  is  to  be 
cross-examined  with  rpgard  to  his  knowledge; 
nor  like  Watcrton  or  White,  who  possessed  the 


naturalist’s  magnet  which  draws  new  secrets 
from  the  universe ; but  his  writings,  like 
those  of  Richard  Jefferies  or  the  American 
Burroughs,  instead  of  systematising  know- 
ledge, present  us  with  pictures  of  Nature, 
so  that  we  see  her  charms  as  in  a land- 
scape by  a famous  painter — a Lorraine  or  a 
Constable.  In  addition,  Walton’s  descriptions 
have  the  rare  attraction  which  springs  from 
harmony  between,  interests  himself  and  is  of 
abiding  interest  to  all.  By  his  fondness  for  the 
simple  pursuit,  which  was  the  diversion  more 
particularly  of  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  Walton 
was  able  to  add  to  the  knowledge  and  delight  of 
his  fellow  men  ; and  his  little  book  proves  how 
the  pursuit  led  him  to  greater  things,  how,  in 
order  to  learn,  like  the  astronomer,  he  was  forced 
to  look  upwards.  Piety  was  one  of  his  leading 
characteristics,  fostered,  it  may  well  be,  by  the 
ennobling  inlluences  of  order  and  beauty.  A true 
lover  of  Nature — one  of  her  priests,  if  not  one  of 
her  systematisers,  Nature’s  humanising  influence 
pervade  every  line  he  wrote.  Well  might  the 
gentle  Elia  exclaim  in  one  of  his  exquisite  essays, 
‘ It  might  sweeten  a man’s  temper  at  any  time 
to  read  “ The  Compleat  Angler.”  ’ Yes,  there  is 
a tonicity  about  the  book,  a moral  quinine 
which  leaves  behind  it  a sweet  and  refresh- 
ing taste.  Mr.  Bradfield  then  passed  on  to 
sketch  the  leading  events  of  Walton’s  life, 
and  here  he  introduced  an  entirely  new 
account  of  Walton  and  his  business  position  in 
London.  Walton  was  born  at  (Stafford  in  1593, 
but  nothing  is  known  of  the  future  Laureate  of 
the  gentle  art  of  angling  from  the  date  of  his 
baptism  until  we  find  him  in  London  in  1618. 
It  has  generally  been  accepted — and  the  various 
memoirs  published  concerning  him  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  tercentenary  of  his  birth  last  year 
indorsed  the  same  view — that  Walton  was  a 
mercer  of  the  Royal  Bourse  or  Exchange,  and 
afterwards  carried  on  the  same  business  in  Fleet- 
street.  But  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence 
for  this.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  proved 
by  Mr.  Nicholl,  in  his  ‘History  of  the  Iron- 
mongers’ Company,’  who  came  across  the  entries 
during  his  researches  in  connection  with  that 
work,  that  Walton  was  a member  of  that  body; 
and  in  his  marriage  licence  with  his  first  wife, 
Rachel  Floud,  Dec.  27,  1626,  he  is  described  as  of 
the  ‘Cittie  of  London,  Ironmonger.’  Walton,  it 
appears,  lived  in  Chancery-lane,  the  seventh 
house  from  the  Fleet-street  corner,  from  1628 
to  1644,  when,  ‘ owing  to  the  unsettled  nature 
of  events,’  he  removed  into  the  country,  stay- 
ing at  the  houses  of  various  friends,  until  we 
find  him  back  again  in  the  metropolis,  living  at 
Clerkenwell.  He  was  a widower  when  he  left 
London,  and  in  1646  married  a second  wife,  Anne 
Kenn,  sister  of  the  famous  non-juror,  Thomas 
Kenn,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  Mr.  Bradfield, 
having  referred  to  the  historical  background  of 
events — the  civil  war  of  the  seventeenth  century 
— passed  on  to  Walton’s  famous  book,  ‘The  Com- 
pieat  Angler,’ which  was  published  in  1653,  and 
which  during  the  author’s  lifetime  passed  through 
five  editions,  to  the  last  of  which  was  added  a 
second  part  by  Charles  Cotton,  which  is  now 
generally  pr  nted  with  it.  The  various  editions 
up  to  the  present  time  number  over  one  hundred, 
the  most  elaborate  of  which  are  the  Pickering 
illustrated  edition  of  1836,  in  some  respects  the 
finest  and  most  valuable ; the  Lea  and  Dove 
edition;  and  the  Tercentenary  edition  de  luxe  of 
last  year.  Mr.  Bradfield  then  pointed  out  that 
as  there  were  heroes  before  Agamemnon,  so  there 
were  anglers  before  Walton,  and  gave  a sketch 
of  some  of  the  earliest  treatises  upon  fishing — 
such  as  Dame  Berner’s  ‘ Treatyse  of  Fysshynge 
wyth  an  Angle,’  Mascall's  ‘ Booko  of  Fishing 
with  Hooke  and  Line,’  down  to  a work  which 
came  out  a year  or  two  before  Walton’s, 
written  by  Thomas  Barker,  a first-rate  trout 
fisher,  and  whose  book  is  known  as  ‘ Barker’s 
Delight.’  Barker  was  tho  first  writer  to  dcscribo 
the  use  of  the  reel  or  winch  and  the  gaff  in 
salmon  fishing,  and  Walton  was  considerably 
indebted  to  Barker  in  that  part  of  the  ‘ Angler  ’ 
treating  about  tho  salmon.  Tho  paper  then  wont 
on  to  refer  to  the  value  of  Walton’s  book  techni- 
cally, respecting  which  Mr.  Bradfield  quoted  tho 
views  of  some  well-known  practical  anglers  now 
living  against  the  idea  that  Walton  wus  ‘ anti- 
quated,’ and  concluded  by  citing  tho  opinion  of 
Mr.  Robert  Marston  (the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
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Gazette ) that  Walton  was  ‘ a good  all-round 
angler  and  experienced  in  all  the  styles  of  fishing 
he  describes.’  But,  proceeded  the  paper,  the 
enduring  merit  of  the  little  treatise,  it  should  be 
frankly  admitted,  does  not  lie  in  the  accuracy  or 
fulnessof  its  technical  details.  The  charm  which 
has  given  to  its  pages  the  bloom  of  never- failing 
youth,  springs  from  a poetical  rather  than  a 
scientiBc  source.  ...  It  is  as  a pastoral  of  a 
unique  kind  that  we  must  regard  ‘ The  Compleat 
Angler’  if  we  would  appreciate  it  truly  as  a 
prose-poem,  written  by  a gentle  lover  of  Nature 
under  the  impulse  of  the  same  delight  and  reverence 
as  that  which  inspired  Milton  when  he  wrote 
‘ L’Allegro,’  or  Goldsmith  ‘ The  Deserted  Village.’ 
The  enduring  literary  charm  of  the  book  lies  in 
the  rare  delicacy  of  its  descriptive  touch,  both 
as  regards  natural  scenery  as  well  as  homely 
incidents  and  objects.  Moreover,  it  is  shaped 
by  rare  art ; the  writer  had  an  ideal  before  him 
— the  ideal  of  the  true  artist  who  longs  that  his 
work  shall  bloom  into  a realisation  as  fair  as  the 
conception  before  his  mind.  Mr.  Bradfield  then 
gave  a rapid  sketch  of  the  book,  which  was 
accompanied  with  facsimiles  of  the  illustration 
by  Thomas  Stothard,  in  the  famous  Pickering 
edition  of  1836.  Walton  lived  on  until  he  was 
ninety-one,  dying  at  Winchester  in  1683 ; and 
was  buried  in  a chapel  of  the  Cathedral,  and 
the  paper  thus  concluded — The  sounds  of  that 
busy  struggling  age  die  away;  its  glories 
and  its  troubles  alike  grow  dim,  its  war 
tumults  and  civil  dissensions  become  fainter 
and  fainter,  like  far  off  dying  murmurs  of 
thunder  heard  through  the  night  time;  the 
array  of  celebrities  who  distinguish  its  annals  on 
the  nameless  thousands  who  sleep  in  unvisited 
graves — all  have  vanished,  but  we  are  still  face 
to  face  with  some  of  its  gentler  aspects,  when 
beholding  the  vivid  and  fascinating  pictures  which 
surround  our  ‘ Compleat  Angler.’  The  world 
there  seems  unspeakably  tranquil  and  lovely,  and 

we  can  imagine  ourselves  standing  some  bright 
summer  morning  on  the  banks  of  the  Dove  or 
the  Lea  beside  Walton’s  sturdy,  well-knit  figure, 
observing  how  the  familiar  features,  with  keen, 
penetrating  glance,  are  notwithstanding  the  his- 
toric background  of  conflict  and  change,  full  of 
tender  and  eager  cheerfulness.  His  face  in  its 
old  age,  too,  is  beautiful,  as  well  as  lovable,  lit 
with  the  gentle  smile  that  reflects  so  much  of 
the  radiant  simplicity  of  his  character.  Warmth 
and  fulness  of  heart  are  to  be  traced  there,  also 
a sadness,  deep  furrows  on  the  cheeks,  anxious 
wrinkles  on  the  forehead,  the  long  white  hair 
falling  on  either  side  in  silvery  folds — a face  that 
makes  one  think  of  the 

‘ Long  line  of  shadow 

Which  years  and  curious  thought  and  suffering  give. 
Something  impressionable,  yet  withal  enduring 
and  determined,  are  also  noticeable  about  the 
mouth,  as  it  presents  itself  to  us  in  Hayman’s 
portrait.  Walton  belonged  to  a race  of  men  now 
rare — homely,  God-fearing,  staunch  Churchmen 
of  liberal  education,  men  accepting  the  order  of 
things  as  a matter  of  course,  yet  ready  to  peril 
property  and  limb  if  what  they  cherished  were 
assailed.  As  he  grew  old  his  blood  had  no  lack 
of  kindly  warmth,  and  as  it  has  been  said  of 
another,  ‘ flowed  thro’  the  old  bark  like  the  sap 
in  spring.’  A man  of  genial  enthusiasm  in  an 
age  when  enthusiasm  was  too  often  morose  and 
puritanic,  or  embittered  by  political  contest. 
With  the  years  he  became  even  more  generous, 
open-hearted,  and  benign — if  we  may  accept  his 
friend  Cotton’s  testimony,  who  had  good  reason 
to  know — a bright,  cheerful,  sympathetic  spirit 
t.o  the  last — worthy,  indeed,  to  have  lived  those 
ninety  summers  of  his.  Yes,  rememberiug  the 
noble  features  of  his  life  and  character  already 
dwelt  upon,  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong,  I 
think,  if  we  esteem  Izaak  Walton  worthy  of  a 
prominent  place  among  the  wise  and  beneficent 
of  his  own  as  well  as  of  other  ages.” 

The  illustrations  which  accompanied  the  lecture 
included  portraits  of  Walton  and  Charles  Cotton; 
a print  of  the  statue  of  Walton  in  Winchester 
Cathedral  ; a facsimile  of  the  title  page  of  the 
first  edition  of  -‘The  Compleat  Angler  ; ” a copy 
of  the  register  of  Izaak  Walton’s  baptism;  prints 
of  the  house  where  Walton  was  supposed  to  have 
been  born  and  that  in  which  he  lived  at  Shallow- 
ford.  There  was  also  an  engraving  of  the 
Walton  and  Cotton  fishing  house  on  the  River 
Gove,  Beresford  Dalp,  a facsimile  of  which  was 


exhibited  last  year  at  the  World’s  Fair,  Chicago. 
In  addition,  there  wore  eight  coloured  pictures  of 
scenes  in  “The  ('Omple&t  Angler,  fac-siinilBs  ol 
the  famous  illustrations  by  Stothard  to  the 
Pickering  edition  of  1836. 


gcofcl)  ^lofes. 

By  Mac. 

In  respect  of  volume  the  Scotch  salmon  rivers 
are  behaving  most  erratically  in  the  meantime. 
Though  running  too  high  in  the  main  they  almost 
daily  are  up  and  down.  These  unsettled  and  too 
high  waters  do  not  tend  to  give  those  who  study 
the  matter,  and  are  interested,  very  sanguine 
hopes  of  the  spawning  of  the  fish  being  generally 
done  in  the  safest,  well-in-mid-stream  redds  ; and, 
later,  of  the  hatch-out  proving  entirely  satis- 
factory. Much  of  the  ova  in  shallow-water  redds 
(deposited  when  the  rivers  are  running  high)  gets 
ploughed  up  by  ice  and  trees,  &c.,  during  floods 
following  a “ break-up  ” after  a tract  of  frost 
and  snow,  and  it  also  is  liable  to  get  above  water 
level,  and  so  perish  from  frost  or  drought  when 
both  (as  often  is  the  case)  are  of  long  continuance 
during  winter.  Though  very  unsettled,  the 
weather  at  present  is,  on  the  whole,  particularly 
mild  for  the  season,  and,  with  the  water  having  a 
relatively  high  tempex-ature,  the  spawning  is 
being  hastened.  At  all  events,  in  the  spring 
rivers,  and  with  spring  and  summer  run  fish, 
mostly  everywhere  in  the  Highlands  it  is  already 
about  all  finished. 


I never  object  to  a little  fun  being  poked  at  me 
when  I know  there  is  nothing  of  ridicule  or  malice 
behind  it,  but  if  anyonegoes  out  of  his  way  to  make 
a laughing-stock  of  me.  him  I will  fight  to  the 
bitter  end.  You,  Mr.  Editor,  have  on  occasions 
spoken  of  my  handwriting  as  resembling  a ‘‘hedge 
in  a fit;”  and  some  of  your  staff,  I believe,  have 
described  it  as  “ hieroglyphics  that  would  require 
to  be  sent  to  the  British  Museum,”  though  for 
what  purpose  I cannot  divine.  All  this,  however, 

I look  upon  as  good-natured  chaff.  A grain  of 
truth  nevertheless  there  must  be  in  it,  if,  at 
least,  a dozen  errors,  typographical  and  of 
omission,  &c.,  in  my  “ Scotch  Notes  ” of  last  week 
are  to  be  taken  as  confirmation  of  it.  1 am  sort 
of  case-hardened  in  regard  to  errors  in  my  notes, 
but  on  this  occasion  I am  constrained  to  correct 
them  with  the  evil  intention  of  depriving  the 
“ spry  small  boys  ” of  their  jokes  and  jeers  at  my 
stupidity ! 

I must  admit  that  I was  in  a desperate  hurry 
when  I wrote  my  notes  of  last  week,  which  I had 
not  time  to  read  before  post  time,  hence,  very 
largely,  this  may  have  accounted  for  the  more 
important  errors,  g.v.  I referred  to  the,/ree  fish- 
ing on  the  Deveron  as  the  latter,  not  the  latter’s 
fishery.  “ Maysou  ” should  have  been  Mayen,  and 
Colynoich,  Colquoich,  which  I think  I wrote.  In- 
stead of  “out  of  order  for  spating,”  should  have 
been  from  spating.  Capt.  Maitland  is  lessee  of 
Netherdale.  not  Cornilhaugh,  and  I should  have 
written  “ lessee  of  the  latter,”  not  the  “former.” 
For  “ got  ” eleven,  should  read  “ get  ” eleven,  and 
getting  fish  without  sea  lice,  should  read  “ with 
sea  lice.”  In  place  of  “ bright  ” only,  should  be 
“ bright  fish,”  and  instead  of  “ clean  as  new 
saxpences,”  should  be  “ clear  as  new  saxpences.” 
In  my  reference  to  the  Don  I thought  I had 
penned,  “ 1 am  quite  sure  the  millowners  have  no 
legal  rights  entitling  them  to  abstract,  the  whole 
of  the  river  water  out  of  its  natural  channel. 
But  I find  it  printed,  “ that  the  millowners  have 
the  right  to  obstruct  the  whole  of  the  river  water 
out  of  its  natural  channels.”  This  obstructing  it 
out  of  its  natural  channel  is  very  funny  ! 


Writeth  the  Mackay : “ This  is  really  the 
angler’s  silly  season,  and  for  the  want  of  more 
congenial  employment  of  a practical  nature  the 
events  of  the  past  year  are  being  taken  through 
hand  as  a first  ‘ go  over.’  That  they  will  all  be 
thrashed  out  over  again  many  times  before  the 
advent  of  February  goes  without  saying.  Prawns 
are  much  in  evidence  just  now.  Perhaps  more 
prawning  was  seen  on  the  Dee  during  the  late 
back-end  than  for  many  seasons  put  together. 
Two  very  important  points  have  been  elicited 
with  regard  to  this  enigma  worth  making  a note 
of.  The  first  refers  to  the  prawn  itself  and  the 


second  to  the  method  of  using  it,  and  affixing  it 
to  the  flight.  The  fresher  the  prawn  the  more 
chance  of  ‘ taking,’  and  the  natural  colour  after 
boiling  is  to  be  preferred  to  any  dying  or  faded 
colour.  Old  stock  which  has  lain  on  the  tackle- 
maker’s  shelf  should  be  despised.  Fixing  the 
prawn  to  the  flight  after  the  method  of  baiting  a 
worm,  i.e.  head  first,  and  working  it  round  a la 
worming,  or  rolling  on  the  bottom  rather  than 
spinning,  is  the  practical  outcome  of  those  who 
have  been  using  this  bait  with  most  success. 
Although  my  lure  of  lures  is  the  fly,  yet  these 
practical  hints  may  be  of  value  to  those  who  are 
not  so  strait-laced.”  

It  is  now  outside  the  pale  of  uncertainty  that, 
judged  by  the  standard  for  each,  the  autumn 
salmon  angling  on  the  Tweed  and  the  l rr,  like 
that  on  the  other  Scotch  rivers— all  already 
dosed— will  for  the  year  ’94  be  regarded  as  largely 
a failure.  

I think  it  was  the  autumn  of  89  that  was  the 
record-breaking  one  in  success ,-  and  I hope  for 
the  sake  of  my  brother  anglers  that  I prophesy 
aright  when  I say  that  the  autumn  of  94  will 
stand  for  long  as  the  record-breaking  one  in 
failure.  

Will  someone  who  has  had  considerable 
“ prawning  ” success  with  the  prawn  mounted 
and  fished  as  described  by  “ the  Mackay,  kindly 
give  us  in  Fishing  Gazette  a little  more  enlighten- 
ment about  it?  It  could  not  but  be  highly 
interesting  and  useful  to  know  more  about  a 
style  of  baiting  and  method  of  fishing  for  salmon 
said  to  be  so  new  and  so  nailing. 


I have  been  asked  : “ What  is  the  commonest 
weight  of  salmon  got  by  the  rod  in  autumn  on 
Scotch  rivers  ? ” Excluding  grilse,  I should  say 
from  161b.  to  181b.  


An  experienced  fish-culturist,  discussing  the 
question  with  me,  says  he  likes  best  of  all  for 
hatchery  purposes  the  ova  of  large  fish  that  run 
the  rivers  in  August  and  early  in  September. 
And,  he  adds,  that  he  does  not  like  nearly  so  well 
the  ova  of  equally  large  but  much  later  running 
fish.  The  “ eggs  ” of  the  early  autumn  running 
large  fish  are  much  the  largest  and  probably 
also  the  soundest.  The  universal  opinion  of  nets- 
men  is  that  in  the  warmer  weather,  and  in  the 
wanner  sea  water  of  early  autumn,  the  fish  grow 
most  rapidly,  and  that,  with  corresponding 
rapidity,  the  ova  and  milt  in  them  develop. 

As  showing  how  early  many  fish  must  have 
been  on  the  redds  this  past  autumn,  I hear  from 
several  parties  that  frequently  before  the  rod 
season  ended,  quite  spawned-out  salmon  and 
grilse  were  met  with. 

My  friends  need  have  no  anxiety — they  may 
rest  assured  that  I am  dead  down  on  fishing  for 
and  killing  brown  trout  late  in  the  season.  And 
why  ? because  they  nearly  all  are  utterly  out  of 
condition.  Still,  if  done  by  fair  means,  it  cannot 
be  stopped,  in  Scotland  at  least,  where  as  yet  it 
has  not  been  made  illegal.  In  these  pages  I have 
frequently  slated  clubs  lor  having  competitions 
late  in  the  season,  and  it  may  be  remembered 
that  not  long  since  I marvelled  at  the  ignorance 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  had  displayed  in  find- 
ing it  necessary  to  send  out  broadcast  over  the 
country  to  public  bodies  as  well  as  no-bodies,  a 
circular  asking  if  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
a close  time  for  brown  trout  in  Scotland. . But 
there  is  a far  more  serious  matter,  and  which  1 
and  my  friends  ought  to  be  far  more  dead  down 
on — an  utterly  cruel  and  illegal  thing — and  that 
is  the  frightful  amount  of  foul  hooking  that 
annually  goes  on  in  the  autumn  on  our  rivers, 
whereby  in  vast  numbers  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
trout  are  done  to  death,  and  in  still  greater 
numbers  fearfully  mutilated — well,  lacerated,  half 
killed  with  fright,  and  hurt,  and  so  completely 
put  off  from  rising  thereafter  to  the  lure  of  the 
“ honest  angler.”  ' If  I could  not  publicly  lay 
claim  to  being  an  “ honest  angler,”  and  challenge 
impeachment,  I should  hide  my  head  for  very 
shame.  


Considering  what  took  place  during  the  past 
season,  it  is  fitting  at  thepresent  time  to  repeat, that 
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t he  Scotch  Fishery  Hoard  rimy  take  note  of  it.  The 
North  l'lsk  river  has  a wonderful,  nay,  almost 
tubuloug,  reputation  for  its  annual  yield  of  the 
migratory  S'alntonidie  to  the  notters ; but  that 
except  in  autumn,  all  tho  fish  of  this  sort  are 
slaughtered  to  gratify  man’s  cupidity  is  con- 
sidered by  all  who  have  acquaintance  with  this 
gr  and  river  to  be  an  utter  shame  to  and  a most 
serious  and  unpleasant  ovidenco  of  tho  apathy  of 
the  largo  number  of  influential  riparian  pro- 
prietors possessing  the  entire  angling  rights 
between  its  source  and  the  monstrous  dyke 
obstructions  which  hold  back  the  whole  of  the 
ascending  fish,  only  to  fall  a prey  to  the  grab-all 
nettors.  No  salmon,  no  grilse,  no  sea  trout,  no 
finnock — many,  many  thousands  as  they  are — 
get  beyond  the  formidable  and  utterly  impassable 
dykes  of  Morphio  and  Craigo  until  the  end  of  May, 
and  thereafter  it  is  only  during  the  weekly  slap 
of  thirty-six  hours  that  they  have  a chance  of 
getting  further  inland — and  then  not  unless  the 
river  is  pretty  full.  A good  push  of  water  on 
Saturday  or  Sunday  in  the  months  of  June 
and  July,  when  the  summer  migration  is 
strongest,  is  usually  found  to  give  a chance  to  a 
fair  head  of  grilse  and  sea  trout  to  get  over  the 
obstructions  (which  in  spring  from  the  water 
having  a much  lower  temperature  they  disincline 
to,  or  cannot  clear),  past  all  Johnston’s  netting 
stations,  and  away  on  to  ideal  sporting  inland 
sections  where  the  rod  alone  may  be  plied.  The 
reaches  below,  or  seaward  from,  the  oostructions 
not  infrequently  yield  astonishing  salmon  angling 
in  autumn,  but  it  is  a well-known,  and  not  the 
least  concealed  fact  that  many  of  the  anglers 
fishing  some  of  them  are  perfect  adepts  in  the 
use  of  the  “ Plunger  ” and  “ Pappar-rap,”  and 
“no  a bit  scrupulous  aboot  gaein’  doon  tae  th’ 
boddom  ! ” Most  splendid  fish,  of  great  size,  are 
caught  in  any  quantity  in  these  waters,  and  the 
writer  has  known  of  a couple  of  cartloads  being 
summarily  dragged  to  land  in  a single  autumn 
day  by  operators  with  the  deadly  gripper  (!) 
lures,  where  the  water  falls  over  into  a 
small  pool,  just  behind  one  of  the  dykes. 
This  gives  only  a fair  idea  of  the  wonderful 
success,  at  times  lasting  a full  week,  that  attends 
“ operations  ” when  they  are  conducted  on  the 
most  approved  lines,  which  the  “ local  dons,”  if 
not  also  their  employers,  are  wont  to  “braifly 
boast  of”;  but  whether  to  their  shame  or  their 
credit,  the  angling  public  is  left  to  judge. 


With  reference  to  the  extensive  and  persistent 
illegal  netting — alike  in  the  open  and  the  close 
season — of  salmon  in  the  sea  at  and  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Tweed  by  fishermen  of  Berwick 
and  the  fishing  villages  near  by,  a writer  in  the 
Scotsman  says : “ In  1886  the  late  Government 
had  the  alternative  before  them — either  to  face 
the  responsibility  for  bloodshed  or  to  allow  the 
Queen’s  name  to  be  insulted,  and  illegal  fishing 
to  he  carried  on  under  the  eyes  of  her  officers. 
Solvitur  ambulando ! They  adopted  the  easy,  if 
not  very  dignified  course  of  walking  away. 
The  gunboat  was  withdrawn,  and  the  task  of 
protecting  their  own  property,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Grown,  was  left  to  the  Tweed  Commissioners. 
The  result  has  been,  as  might  have  been  foretold. 
The  poachers,  drawing  encouragement  from  the 
hint  given  them  on  such  high  authority,  multiplied 
their  nets ; each  year  a larger  number  of  un- 
seasonable salmon  have  been  caught ; till  now,  as 
is  notorious,  they  can  be  bought  almost  any 
autumn  day  in  Berwick  and  the  neighbourhood 
for  3d.  to  6d.  a pound.  The  Tweed  Commis- 
sioners have,  it  is  true,  done  their  best.  They 
have  maintained  a steamer  at  the  river  mouth  ever 
since  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboat,  but  the 
unarmed  crew  of  a single  tug  is  but  an  object  of 
derision  to  the  lawless  crowd  who  assemble  on 
the  quay  whenever  she  enters  the  harbour,  and 
greet  the  men  with  volleys  of  abuse  and  stones. 
The  watchers  capture  a few  nets;  but  effectively 
it  has  ecme  to  this,  that  the  fish  which  ought  to 
ascend  the  river  in  October  and  November  to 
reward  the  anglers  who  protect  the  spawning 
grounds,  are  nearly  all  caught  in  the  sea  and 
estuary.  Last  year  was  the  worst  season  of 
Tweed  angling  on  record,  but  1894  has  proved 
even  yet  more  unfruitful. 


A good  many  of  the  salmon  of  the  migration, 
which  give  such  fine  sport  on  Loch  Tay  in  the 


early  months  ol'  the  year,  are  said  to  have  been 
running  up  the  Tay  lately.  I call  the  November 
and  December  “ runners,”  which  are  not  gravid, 
"winter”  salmon,  as  certainly  they  are,  since 
they  constitute  a migration  distinct  from  that  of 
tho  spring  salmon.  They  are  fish  that  are  barren 
for  the  year.  


The  subject  of  minnows  in  trout  streams — a 
much  more  interesting  and  profitable  matter  to 
discuss  than  the  slaughter  of  hungry  yellow  trout 
in  October — is  again  to  the  front  in  the  Fishing 
Gazelle,  and  I trust  that  it  will  be  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed to  the  extent  of  having  brought  out  all  the 
advantages  or  disadvantages  arising  from  having 
or  not  having  minnows,  or  having  them  in  sparse 
or  plentiful  numbers,  in  our  trout  rivers,  streams, 
and  lakes. 


Do  salmon  feed  in  fresh  water  ? I answer  this 
in  the  affirmative,  but  I qualify  my  answer.  They 
do  not,  from  the  time  they  leave  the  sea,  feed 
eagerly  at  any  time  until  after  they  spawn.  But 
once  they  are  spawned  they  develop  appetite. 
To  say  a salmon  can  live  eight  or  nine  months 
entirely  without  food  is  to  make  him  a great  deal 
more  wonderful  a creature  than  he  is,  wonderful 
as  we  acknowledge  him  to  be.  Those  that  say  it 
say  we  cannot  prove  the  opposite ; but  can  they 
themselves  prove  their  contention  ? 1 trow  not. 

The  preponderance  of  evidence  is  against  them. 
That  spring  fish  remain  in  the  rivers  and  spawn 
before  again  returning  to  the  sea  is  abundantly 
proved.  Only  those  who  are  personally  ignorant 
of  the  fact  will  have  any  doubt  about  it.  It  is 
irrational  to  suppose,  more  irrational  to  assert, 
that  a salmon  can  live  eight  or  nine  months  on 
its  own  fat,  and  that  alone,  and  at  the  same  time 
from  the  microscopical  embryo  develop  in  due 
course,  ripe,  fully-matured  spawn.  Early  in 
October,  ova  and  milt  have  over  and  over  again 
been  taken  from  the  earliest  spring-run  fish  then 
found  ready  to  spawn  in  the  remote  tributaries  of 
a good  number  of  the  longest  run  rivers  in 
Scotland. 

Froji  looking  over  figures  supplied  to  me  by 
salmon  anglers  on  different  rivers,  I am  able  to 
state  that  the  best  sport  in  spring  and  autumn  is 
invariably  obtained  when  the  temperature  of  the 
water  is  nothing  under  ten  degrees  above  freezing 
point — or,  more  precisely,  is  between  forty-four 
degrees  and  forty-nine  degrees. 


A DAY  WITH  A LEICESTER  FISHING 
CLUB. 

Although  it  is  not  one  of  the  oldest  fishing 
clubs  in  the  county  town  of  the  famous  hunting 
shire  of  stiff  jumps  and  rough  country,  the  Mid- 
land Angling  Society  can  at  least  boast  as  goodly 
an  array  of  jovial  old  and  young  disciples  of  the 
rod  as  any  of  the  older  established  clubs. 

Formed  by  that  genial  angler  Mr.  W.  HattoD, 
the  jocular  host  of  the  Warden’s  Arms,  Richard- 
street,  it  was  nursed  by  that  most  obliging 
secretary  “ my  old  friend  Marshall,”  who  was  in 
turn  aided  by  the  owner  of  that  cranium  which 
contained  so  many  “fishy”  stories,  and  bosom 
friend  of  mine  host,  Mr.  Harry  Jarvis  to  boot, 
as  worthy  a chairman  as  ever  presided  over  a 
gathering  of  Izaak  Walton’s  followers. 

It  was  scarcely  a typical  fishing  day  which 
dawned  upon  a score  or  so  of  fishermen  one 
bright  early  morn,  gathered  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  above  club. 

’ Iwas  a sight  that  would  have  made  those  who 
often  pass  the  old  remark  about  “ a worm  at  one 
end,  &c,”  turn  green  with  envy  to  see  the  jolly 
old  and  young  fishermen  with  their  piles  of  tackle 
on  the  tables,  quaffing  sundry  measures  of  bright 
beady  “ October  brew,”  or,  having  come  without 
breakfast,  putting  away  palatables  in  the  form  of 
bread  and  butter  and  cold  meat,  washed  down  by 
the  contents  of  “ the  cup  that  cheers,  but  does 
not  inebriate,”  which  in  most  cases  had  the 
suspicion  of  a “ wee  drappie  ” of  “ Special  Scotch  ” 
or  stronger  rum. 

After  the  preliminaries  were  all  over,  the 
paraphernalia  incidental  to  the  success  of  a peg- 
down  match  stowed  away,  the  fraternity  are 
speedily  on  the  way  to  the  station,  where  the 
train  is  waiting  to  convey  them  to  the  picturesque 
village  of  North  Kilworth,  on  the  borders  of 


Northamptonshire.  Here  a fine  piece  of  the 
Grand  Union  Canal  has  been  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal by  Mr.  A.  Woodhouse,  a well-known  local 
Boniface,  who  has  the  fishing  rights  over  a very 
prolific  portion  of  that  water. 

The  village  was  reached  in  due  course,  and 
after  sampling  the  nut-brown  ale  of  the  obliging 
host,  served  in  tho  pleasing  country  style  by  his 
pretty  daughter,  a move  is  made  to  the  water- 
side, where  the  water,  or  rather  the  towing-path, 
is  marked  out  with  numbered  battledores,  fifteen 
yards  apart ; lots  are  drawn,  and  twenty  clubmen 
are  soon  in  their  swims  waiting  for  the  signal  to 
commence  operations. 

“All  ready,”  shouts  the  timekeeper,  and  the 
word  “ Co  ” is  passed  along  the  line,  at  which 
twenty  rods  are  simultaneously  raised  and  the 
flop  of  the  plummet,  or  the  slight  splash  of  ground- 
bait,  causes  a ripple  on  the  almost  placid  surface 
of  the  water,  murmuring  the  gentle  music  so  dear 
to  the  fisher’s  ears,  whose  thoughts  are  inter- 
mingled with  hopes  and  doubts  and  fears  of  the 
prizes  which  adorn  the  club-room. 

The  sun  had  been  shining  with  a beaming 
countenance  all  the  morning,  but  after  the 
anglers  had  been  pegging  away  for  about  half-an- 
hour  a change  came  o’er  the  scene — a cloud  had 
now  obliterated  his  glowing  rays,  and,  with  a 
distant  peal  of  thunder,  the  rain  came  down  pell- 
mell,  with  every  prospect  of  having  a lively 
time. 

One  of  the  anglers,  who  is  no  mean  performer 
on  the  banjo  and  picco.,  has  taken  the  situation  in 
at  a glance,  seeks  refuge  under  the  hedge,  and  on 
the  latter  instrument,  which  he  happened  to  have 
in  his  pocket,  begins  to  play  “Home,  Sweet 
Home.” 

The  Midlandites,  however,  are  not  fireside 
anglers,  and  the  musically  inclined  fisherman’s 
gentle  intimation  is  not  acted  upon,  although 
some  of  the  older  members,  with  touching  recol- 
lections of  the  “ screws  ” and  other  ailments,  born 
of  sitting  all  day  in  wet  clothes,  have  already 
donned  their  mackintoshes  or  great-coats,  and 
here  and  there  a friendly  umbrella  is  seen  protect- 
ing two,  and  sometimes  three,  members  from  the 
storm. 

It  kept  on  pelting  down  in  torrents  for  the 
best  part  of  an  hour,  and  ceased  as  suddenly  as  it 
had  begun,  the  sun  beaming  forth  in  full 
splendour,  as  if  trying  to  drive  away  all  traces  of 
the  sudden  storm,  and  enabling  the  patient 
fishermen  to  resume  their  sport  with  greater 
comfort. 

What  a sight  for  a student  of  human  nature 
to  watch  a row  of  eager  fishermen,  each  occupy- 
ing a different  attitude,  whether  standing,  sitting, 
or  kneeling. 

Several  of  the  older  ones,  perhaps  from  bad 
sight,  or  more  likely  intense  eagerness,  are 
craning  their  necks  to  an  alarming  extent,  which 
may  perhaps  account  for  their  frequent  calls  to  a 
rosy-faced,  plump  little  yokel,  who  had  all  his 
work  cut  out  carrying  a bottle  half  his  own  size, 
the  contents  of  which  the  thirsty  individuals 
lowered  with  alarming  rapidity.  Then  there  was 
that  well-known  club  reciter  and  composer,  Mr.  T. 
Condon,  perched  on  his  stool,  rod  in  hand,  and 
his  ears  cocked  like  a terrier  scenting  quarry, 
and  as  I went  to  him,  in  answer  to  my  query  as 
to  whether  he  had  a bite,  with  a strong  American 
accent,  he  replied,  “I  thought  I had  a nibble, 
but  I think  it  is  only  the  little  beggars  playing 
with  the  bait ; I shall  try  a bigger  worm.”  I had 
scarcely  left  the  aforementioned  angler  when  a 
commotion  a little  higher  up  was  causing  intense 
excitement  amongst  the  fishermen.  There  was  a 
member  well  known  under  the  soubriquet  of 
“ Pikey,”  with  a light  rod,  performing  a merry 
tune  to  the  caperings  of  apparently  a very  heavy 
fish,  which,  on  the  fine  tackle  he  was  using,  had 
pretty  well  its  own  way  for  a few  exciting 
seconds. 

With  a little  judicious  manoeuvring  the  fish 
was  neatly  brought  within  reach  of  the  landing 
net,  and  turned  out,  when  grassed,  to  be  a small 
jack,  a little  over  a pound,  that  had  appro- 
priated “ the  tail  of  a well-scoured  lob,”  which 
was  found  a little  way  up  the  gut  bottom;  no 
doubt  being  ejected  when  Master  Jack  felt  the 
prick  of  the  worm  that  stings. 

As  jack  were  not  weighable  in  tho  match,  and 
the  capturer  does  not  bolieve  in  “robbing  the 
cradle,”  the  fish  is  tenderly  reliovcd  of  the  hook 
and  promptly  returned  to  the  water.  The  allotted 


November  24,  1894] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


507 


time  for  fishing  was  now  fast  drawing  to  a close, 
and  as  the  infant  Esox  lucius  disappears  beneath 
the  water,  so  vanishes  “Pikey’s”  vision  of  being 
the  happy  possessor  of  the  first  prize. 

The  timekeeper  was  now  busy  rigging  up  the 
scales,  and  as  the  fingers  of  the  watch  point  to 
the  hour,  the  order  to  cease  fishing  is  conveyed 
along  the  line,  and  the  fish  are  weighed,  booked, 
and  basketed,  the  fishermen  adjourning  for  lunch 
to  the  quiet  hostelry,  the  Union  Inn,  where  the 
hospitable  host,  Mr.  A.  Woodhouse,  has  a look  at 
the  various  captures,  and,  as  he  takes  a great 
interest  in  the  doings  of  the  various  clubmen 
who  frequent  his  preserves,  he  remarks  that  the 
match  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  that 
has  taken  place  in  his  waters. 

Lunch  over,  some  of  the  more  enthusiastic 
members  repair  to  the  waterside  for  a couple  of 
quiet  hours,  whilst  the  remainder  make  them- 
selves very  comfortable  in  mine  host’s  parlour. 
The  “jo”  is  promptly  tuned,  and  song  and  story 
while  pleasantly  away  the  time  until  within  a 
few  minutes  the  train  is  supposed  to  leave  the 
station,  when,  with  the  best  of  good  wishes  and 
hopes  to  again  visit  the  well-stocked  preserves  at 
North  Kil worth,  we  bade  our  host  adieu. 

We  reached  the  station  none  too  soon;  in  fact, 
we  had  to  run  for  it.  This  nearly  killed  “ Pikey,” 
as  it  was  the  second  run  and  the  longest  of  the 
two.  The  first  one  was  with  a baby  jack,  the 
second  catch  being  the  train,  which,  like  the  first, 
was  barred  from  being  weighed-in,  and  he  only 
just  landed  it  as  it  was  about  to  break  away. 

Leicester  was  duly  reached,  and  the  procession 
of  fish,  fishermen,  and  tackle  steered  a course 
for  the  clubhouse,  which  was  successfully  reached 
with  a little  judicious  tacking. 

The  fish  trays  were  brought  out,  and  the  catch 
of  the  day  made  as  brave  a show  as  had  been 
seen  at  the  club-room  for  some  time. 

The  prize  list  was  then  made  out,  the  winners 
selecting  their  trophies  in  rotation. 

Then,  with  genial  Harry  Jarvis  in  the  chair, 
and  facing  him  “ my  old  friend  Marshall,”  the 
rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  conviviality, 
breaking  up  only  when  the  worthy  host’s  rotund 
form  quietly,  very  quietly,  appeared  in  the  room 
with  a broad  smile  on  his  countenance,  and  a well 
worn  phrase  on  his  lips, ‘‘Time, gentlemen,  please.” 

I have  taken  part  in  many  sports ; caught 
codling  in  the  broad  expanse  of  the  Slaney, 
pursued  the  trout  amid  the  picturesque  and 
rugged  grandeur  of  the  pretty  county  of  Wex- 
ford, but  for  a jolly  day’s  outing  give  me  the 
pleasant  companionship  of  the  Midlandites,  a 
genial  day,  and  the  quiet  murmuring  of  a stream 
in  the  midlands,  when  autumn  tints  bedeck  the 
hedgerows,  and  Nature  is  in  her  choicest  mood. 

Young  Ike. 


VARIOUS  ITEMS. 


Baits  v.  Mouths. — The  mouths  of  every  sort 
of  fish  are  differently  constructed — perch,  roach, 
rudd,  barbel,  &c.,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  there  are  certain  baits  which  all  fish  can 
take  much  more  easily  than  others,  baits  they 
sometimes  prefer.  Many  tyros  never  give  the 
subject  the  least  consideration,  and  strike  just 
as  quickly  when  fishing  with  a minnow  for 
perch  or  a lobworm  for  bream,  as  when  baiting 
with  gentles  or  wasp  grub  for  other  fish.  All 
fish  take  some  baits  much  more  easily  and 
consequently  more  quickly  than  others.  An  eel, 
for  instance,  will  take  a fly,  or  any  small  soft  bait 
when  gliding  through  the  water  like  lightning;  a 
mere  snap.  In  consequence  of  this  peculiar 
diversity  in  the  formation  of  their  mouths,  the 
novice  has  only  to  notice  what  a remarkable 
difference  there  is  in  the  manner  in  which  tench, 
bream,  dace,  trout,  and  more  especially  roach, 
take  worms,  paste,  and  gentles,  to  give  the  subject 
their  attention  and  act  accordingly.  What  a 
wonderful  difference  there  is,  for  instance,  in  the 
mouths  of  a barbel  and  a roach,  the  mouth  of  the 
former  fish  being  specially  constructed  for  taking 
its  food  off  the  ground,  with  the  snout  for  root- 
ing. The  roach,  again,  has  such  a peculiar  hood- 
like mouth,  it  can  take  food  on  the  surface,  in 
mid- water,  or  off  the  bottom  with  ease ; but 
I never  caught  rudd  with  the  bait  on  the 
bottom,  therefore  the  novice  should  endeavour  to 
use  those  baits  that  each  fish  most  affect  in 
certain  states  of  the  water  at  certain  periods  of 


the  year — baits  which  at  other  periods  (later  or 
earlier  as  the  case  may  be)  they  would  not  so 
much  as  look  at. 

Barbel.— When  barbel  prefer  taking  baits  off 
the  bottom  (which  is  often  the  case  in  a clouded 
water)  then  is  the  time  to  use  the  ledger  in  pre- 
ference to  the  float,  for  if  one  tries  the  float  and 
does  not  succeed,  there  is  nothing  lost  in  taking 
off  the  float  and  trying  the  ledger ; on  the  other 
hand,  from  some  cause  or  other,  bream  sometimes 
prefer  a moving  to  a stationary  bait,  and  they 
may  be  and  are  taken  floating  when  ledgering  for 
them  is  utterly  useless. 

Floating. — In  allowing  his  float  to  travel  down 
a swim,  if  the  novice  does  not  keep  a sufficient 
backward  pressure  on  the  float,  it  will  quickly  get 
in  advance  of  the  tackle  and  bait,  and  none  but 
those  who  have  seen  it  can  form  an  idea  how 
difficult  under  these  circumstances  it  is  for  a fish 
to  take  the  bait ; for  it  is  exactly  in  the  opposite 
position  to  what  it  should  be,  and  the  fish,  instead 
of  opening  its  mouth  and  taking  the  bait  as  it 
comes  floating  along  before  the  tell-tale  in  con- 
sequence of  the  tackle  being  right  in  its  way, 
with  the  bait  dragging  after  it,  has  to  turn 
round,  follow  the  bait,  and  take  it  as  best  it  can, 
and  the  angler  has  consequently  to  strike  his  fish 
under  very  great  disadvantage.  Given  the  deli- 
cate manipulation  necessary  in  paying  out  line, 
the  great  secret  is  to  have  the  shots  heaviest 
where  the  stream  is  the  strongest,  widening  from 
the  gut  loop  and  lightest  nearest  the  hook,  which 
should  be  from  12in.  to  15in.  from  the  lowest 
shot.  If  the  line  gets  wet  and  will  not  run 
through  the  rings,  take  a shorter  swim  down. 

Groundbait. — The  chief  use  of  groundbait  is  to 
throw  in  just  sufficient;  to  keep  the  fish  together 
and  no  more,  for  it  sometimes  takes  days  before 
they  get  over  a surfeit,  and  whilst  the  angler  is 
wondering  why  they  do  not  feed,  the  poor  fish 
have  retired  in  disgust,  for  too  much  food 
often  makes  fish  ill,  not  to  say  sick.  I have 
seen  eels  almost  helpless  after  feeding  to  repletion 
on  dead  worms  in  a summer  flood,  and  barbel 
are  often  in  a very  bad  way  after  a surfeit  of 
“ scratching.”  Open  one,  and  you  will  soon  see. 
“ Look  at  the  animals,”  I once  heard  a teetotaler 
say,  “they  never  eat  or  drink  too  much.”  They 
often  do  both.  I have  known  both  fowls  and 
rabbits  kill  themselves  from  over-eating,  and  on 
one  occasion  a cow  belonging  to  a friend  got  into  a 
field  of  young  clover  that  was  sown  at  the  same 
time  with  barley  and  eat  to  such  an  extent  it  was 
found  dead  in  the  field.  Do  not  throw  in  a peck  of 
stuff,  when  a handful  is  sufficient,  for  after  such 
excessive  ground-baiting  the  swim  is  deserted 
in  disgust,  as  containing  no  fish,  but  in  due 
course  an  angler  comes  along,  notices  the  swim, 
carefully  takes  the  depth,  throws  in  a few  small 
balls  of  groundbait,  sufficiently  adhesive  to  reach 
the  bottom  whole,  and  has  splendid  sport.  Such 
is  the  difference  in  catching  fish  on  and  off  the 
feed.  B.  E.  D. 


MR.  T.  R.  SACHS. 


Mr.  James  Tayler,  secretary  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  writes  to  congratulate  the 
president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  his  eighty- 
first  birthday  as  follows  : “ In  my  opinion,  what 
Shakespeare  calls  ‘a  green  old  age,’  depends  on 
several  conditions,  i.e.,  an  originally  sound  con- 
stitution, fresh  air  and  exercise,  healthy  recrea- 
tion taking  the  form  of  a hobby,  to  draw  away 
the  mind  from  troubles  and  cares  of  business,  and, 
above  all,  a contented  mind,  are  combined  neces- 
sary to  take  a man  beyond  fourscore.  Inthesincere 
wish  that  these  qualifications  will  enable  you  to 
pursue  your  beloved  sport  for  years  yet  to  come, 
to  your  own  enjoyment  and  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  your  numerous  angling  friends.” 


THE  ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE 
FLY  FISHERS’  CLUB. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  our 
old  contributor,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  “ Templar,”  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  “ John  Bickerdyke,”  of 
the  Field,  and  author  of  some  of  the  best  practical 
books  on  angling  extant,  will  preside  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club,  which 
has  been  fixed  for  Friday,  Dec.  14,  in  the  V enetian 
Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  6.30  for 
7 o’clock. 


SCOTCH  RIVERS. 

THE  AUTUMN  SALMON  ANGLING. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 

In  the  main,  the  salmon  angling  on  Scotch 
waters  during  the  past  autumn  season  was  of  a 
most  disappointing  nature.  Scarcely,  indeed, 
could  it  have  been  more  so.  Numerous  were  the 
cases  of  complete  failure,  and  lots  of  fisheries, 
usually  good  in  the  back-end  for  a great  many 
fish  were,  actually  speaking,  fished  little  better 
than  blank.  Bar  in  one  or  two  favoured  river 
districts— from  the  angler’s  point  of  view— 
September  was  droughty,  and  uDtil  within  a 
short  time  of  its  close,  October  was  more  droughty 
still.  This,  then,  and  this  alone,  was  generally  I 
might  say  what  so  completely  “ played-up  ” with 
sport  until  the  season  was  almost  on  its  last  legs. 
There  was  not,  as  some  years  there  is,  a scarcity 
of  fish  to  complain  of.  The  fisheries— evidently 
recovered  from  the  disasters  of  1891-92,  when  a 
great  destruction  of  ova  resulted  from  frost  and 
flood — generally  had  quite  an  average  stock  of 
fish  native  to  them  seeking  to  run  inland  at  the 
natural  time,  as  observation  by  the  estuaries,  and 
inshore  waters  near  the  mouths  of  the  rivers, 
made  quite  apparent,  but  all  owing  to  the  drought 
and  consequent  lack  of  water  the  “ run  except 
driblets  of  small  fish — was  delayed  until  too  late 
ever  to  redeem  even  in  a very  slight  degree  the 
character  of  a most  unsatisfactory  season,  and 
give  to  anglers  a sort  of  decent  wind-up. 

Drought,  as  I have  said,  spoiled  most  of  the 
autumn  angling  season  ; rain — too  much  of  it— 
accompanied  by  unfavourable  weather,  spoiled  (in 
most  quarters)  the  latter  days  of  it.  i he  “end 
of  the  drought,”  as  it  was  called,  was  anxiously 
looked  for  long  before  it  came.  It  came  “at 
lang  length”  (to  U3e  a Scotticism) — but  nowhere 
more  than  a fortnight  before  the  close  of  the 
season  (save  on  two  northern  rivers);  to  a 
good  manv  river  districts  little  more  than  a 
week.  Its' advent  must  have  rejoiced  the  hearts 
of  anglers  generally,  but  little,  I imagine  did 
they  suspect,  even  the  most  weatherwise  of  them, 
that  following  it  there  would  be  such  a long  tract 
of  unsettled  climatic  conditions,  accompanied  by 
fast-recurring  floods,  prolonged  even  until  now, 
to  the  complete  upsetting  of  all  the  calculations 
they  had  made  as  to  the  probabilities  of  sport  at 
the  end,  resulting  from  the  change. 

I believe  I am  right  in  saying  that  amongst  the 
oldest  anglers  of  to-day  there  is  not  one  who  can 
remember  a season  of  such  utter  collapse  in 
salmon  angling  all  over  and  all  throughout  as 
that  of  the  past  back-end  in  Scotland.  In  my 
own  experience  I do  not  hesitate  to  say  it  was 
the  most  disappointing,  indeed,  proved  by  far  the 
worst  I have  ever  known.  Lessees  paid  sweetly, 
ah ! very  sweetly,  for  their  sport ; and  if  ever 
they  are  to  learn  a lesson — which  1 much  doubt 
they  will  not— not  to  “run”  upon  each  other  and 
pay  highly  fancy  prices  for  stretches  of  water, 
they  have  now  had  enough  to  enforce  it. 

A fine  head  of  fish  were  early  on  the  coast  (for 
autumn)  and  a spate  of  some  magnitude,  affecting 
most  rivers,  took  place  soon  after  September  com- 
menced. Coming,  as  it  did,  timeously,  while 
the  fish  were  waiting  for  ascent  facilities,  a fine 
run  took  place  with  it.  But  at  once  thereafter 
the  weather  set  in  dry,  and,  with  the  ground  being 
so  dry  before,  the  rivers  quickly  fell,  and  anon 
were  in  no  fuller  volume  thau  that  which  is 
regarded  as  low  for  summer.  In  consequence  the 
fish  were  arrested  on  the  run — had  their  natural 
instinct  for  pushing  inland  checked  perforce. 
Accordingly,  in  long  rivers,  the  autumn  migra- 
tion was  never  felt  in  the  far  inland,  or,  indeed, 
the  moderately  well  inland  reaches.  They  “stuck,' 
according  to  our  angling  phrase,  in  the  fairly 
lower  and  middle,  mostly  in  fairly  lower,  reaches, 
where,  as  naturally  might  be  supposed,  all  the 
best  sport — if  there  was  a best  in  it — was  got 
during  the  long  tract  of  extreme  drought  which 
prevailed  from  early  in  September  till  late  in 
October.  These  facts,  which  are  a correct  descrip- 
tion of  conditions  and  matters  in  the  general,  I 
have  given  on  purpose  to  make  it  clearly  under- 
stood how  specially  unfortunate  in  their  angling 
were  the  lessees  and  proprietors  of  well-inland 
waters  from  the  fact'  that  the  fish  never  got 
forward  to  them  until  the  end  of  October,  and  in 
some  cases  not  even  then,  as  instance  one  lessee, 
who  paid  something  like  1:1,000  for  a well-inland 
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lioaL  usually  very  prolific  iu  the  back-end — and 
did  not  rub'li  a singlo  salmon. 

No  stood  it  during  the  past  autumn  salmon 
angling  season  in  Scotland — an  utterly  wretched 
soaNon  almost  all  round,  and  concerning  what 
they  did  while  it  lasted  there  he  few,  I aver, 
except  thoie  who  fished  the  one  or  two  favoured 
rivers,  that  can  dilate  with  proud  satisfaction. 

I may  he  pardoned  for  saying  that,  were  it 
not  lor  the  ronts  (!),  it  is  a good  thing  for  one 
to  fish  in  a perverso  season — ono  finds  one’s 
level  and  gets  a good  schooling  up.  Nome 
may  boast,  and  do 
boast,  that  if  fish  are 
in  the  water  they  can 
catch  them  under 
almost  any  condi- 
tions. I personally 
could  never  claim 
such  proficiency  in 
the  art.  In  fishing 
not  a few  rivers,  I 
have  so  often  been 
ballled  that  I am  con- 
strained to  carry  my- 
self humbly.  Still  I 
always  work  hard, 
and  draw  upon  all 
the  knowledge  I am 
possessed  of  to  avert 
failure;  and  if  1 have 
great  success  why 
should  I seek  to  let  all 
the  world  know  of  it, 
when  the  world  is  not 
one  whit  interested. 

Rather,  in  the  belief 
that  they  would  prove 
infinitely  more  in- 
teresting and  edifying 
to  my  readers,  would 
I chronicle  my  obser- 
vations, failures  and 
successes  when  fishing 
under  most  untoward 
conditions  — which  I 
now  propose  to  do. 

Albeit,  conditions  were  most  unpropitious,  the 
water  dead  low,  no  fish  running,  and  prospects 
highly  unpromising,  I started  away  for  a three 
weeks’  pursuit  of  the  salmon  during  the  past 
back-end.  I fished  three  rivers — one  of  them 
entirely  new  to  me— at  least,  the  part  I fished. 
With  drought  on  the  one  hand  and  spates  on 
the  other,  I had  only  eight  fishing  days  altogether, 
during  which  I killed  twelve  fish  and  some  sea 
trout,  lost  two  fish,  and  broke  with  one.  This  is 
my  record  for  the  autumn  of  ’94. 

I began  with  my  favourite  river,  whereon  I 
had  two  days,  both  of  blazing  sunshine,  with  the 


the  fly  to  work  quickly  through  the  water  and 
near  the  surface.  This,  like  the  “sink  and  I 
draw  ” style,  deep  down  in  clear  still  water,  I long 
ago  found  to  pay  when  fishing  for  fish  in  sum- 
mer and  early  autumn.  If  the  water  has  a high 
temperature  and  is  low  in  volume  it  proves  (as 
my  own  experience  leads  me  to  say)  of  all  plans 
and  dodges  1 know  the  most  effective  (with  fly) 
in  tickling  up  potted  fish. 

Next  day  was  no  fly  day.  Not  a breath  of 
wind  stirred,  not  a cloud  in  the  heavens,  and  the 
sun  fierce  almost  as  in  July.  Ilad  the  water 


been  mossy  brown  and  in  fair  volume  I should 
have  used  the  flv,  and  known  perfectly  what  I 
was  about,  as  a Blue  Doctor  under  such  condi- 
tions,  if  it  be  the  right  size,  may  be  depended  on 
to  ’tiee,  if  anything  of  the  nature  of  a fly  will 
(here,  locally). 

But  the  fly  was  out  of  the  question,  so  I 
mounted  a very  small  prawn,  and  fishing  con- 
sistently the  day  throughout  with  the  “pron,”  got 
a small  fish  with  it  towards  evening — a fine  fresh 
run  grilse,  with  sea  lice  on  it,  but  with  its  belly 
a good  deal  bruised,  from  having  rubbed  on  the 
shingle  of  the  garths  and  shallow  fords  while  run- 


instance  I have  just  given  will  readily  serve  to 
show. 

For  salmon,  fly  is  my  ideal  sporting  lure;  and 
fly-fishing  I place  far  before  all  other  branches  of 
the  noble  art  <f  fishing  for  salmon.  If  I fancy 
myself  a hand  at  fly-ristiing  it  is  only  to  the 
extent  that  I believe  I can  do  it  better  than 
either  prawning,  or  minnowing,  or  pbantoming, 
or  gudgeoning,  or  worming,  which  latter  method 
of  fishing  for  the  salmon  I never  try  and  have 
never  had  any  desire  to  try.  But  this  merely 
by  the  way.  The  worm  and  the  spoon  bait 
are  both  used  in  many 
places  under  pretence 
of  fair  fishing,  and 
such  is  the  amount 
of  sniggering  or  foul 
hooking  that  takes 
place  under  this  guise, 
that  I desire  to  keep 
myself  above  sus- 
picion by  never  using 
either. 

With  the  prawn 
also,  some  assert  that 
much  foul  - hooking 
takes  place,  hut  I 
rather  demur  to  this. 
I cannot  well  see  how 
it  could  readily  be 
done  with  a prawn 
properly  baited.  As 
much  and  more  could 
be  done  with  the  bare 
fly  hook  if  attempted. 
Where  fish  are  close- 
packed,  snatching 
with  any  sort  of  legal 
lure,  if  designed,  could 
be  done  with  some 
effect.  I have  fished  a 
fair  amount  with  the 
prawn, but  as  yet  have 
never  foul-hooked  a 
fish  with  it. 

I like  prawns  as  red 
as  possible,  and  a little 
cochineal  amongst  the  glycerine  serves  to  colour 
them  up.  There  is.  however,  a danger  of  putting 
in  too  much,  which  will  cause  them  to  have  a 
purplish  appearance.  This  fault,  however,  they 
soon  lose  in  the  water.  For  summer  fishing,  with 
the  water  low  in  volume  and  high  in  tempera- 
ture, I am  inclined  to  favour  the  use  of  a 
middling  small  prawn.  But  for  the  clear  and 
usually  heavier  and  much  colder  water  of  autumn 
and  spring,  I consider,  from  experience,  that  a 
large  prawn  is  much  to  be  preferred.  Un- 
questionably the  prawn  is  a most  deadly  bait  in 
clear  water.  Some  hold  that  the  day  must  be 


water  clear  as  crystal  and  in  considerably  less 
than  ordinary  summer  flow.  There  were  fish  in 
the  water,  but  for  weeks  they  had  been  refusing 
the  fly  right  and  left.  1 tried  them  with  some 
favourite  patterns  (my  own  invention),  and  a 
good  many  sizes  smaller  than  the  flies  they  had 
been  seeing,  in  fact,  little  more  than  half  the 
size,  and  as  my  reward  got  one  fibh  and  rose 
another.  I judged  it  paying  policy  to  keep  well 
out  of  sight,  use  light  reel-line,  and  cast,  and 
fish  “far  off  and  fine;”  hut  I made  my  casts 
almost  straight  across  the  stream,  which  caused 


ning  up.  This  was  nine  miles  from  the  sea.  and 
I may  here  mention  that  this  fish  had  no  doubt 
commenced  its  run  the  previous  night,  when  a 
stiff  breeze  blew  down  the  river.  Owing  to  the 
dead  low  state  of  the  waters,  only  a very  light 
fish  could  have  got  forward  over  the  many  shallow 
fords,  and  only  at  night  (as  a rule)  is  the  run 
continued  in  dead  calm  weather  and  low  water. 
But  with  what  persistence,  impelled  by  their 
instinct,  will  fish,  “when  ripe  and  ready,”  sur- 
mount obstacles,  and  push  inland,  if  there  is  the 
slightest  favouring  condition  to  encourage,  as  the 


bright,  and  that  the  fish  must  be  caught  early 
in  the  day  or  the  prawn  will  “not  be  in  it.” 
But  this,  at  least  where  I have  fished,  I have 
found  to  he  a delusion.  I entirely  agree  with  a 
famous  prawner  who  remarked  to  me:  “ If  the 
fish  are  on  for  taking  anything  in  clear  water, 
they  are  almost  certain  to  take  the  prawn,  and 
Irom  early  in  the  day  until  the  light  begins  to 
fade,  on  dull  as  well  as  on  clear  days,  hut  the 
water  must  be  clear,  or  fairly  clear,  and  when  the 
river  is  beginning  to  rise  is  a most  fatal  time, 
provided  it  is  full  day  and  the  water  is  clear.” 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
of  the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  given  below 

r 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  r 55  min.  for  Kew. 

\ 40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add]  45  ,,  „ Hammer-  Add]  85  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

50  ,,  „ Barnes.  ^-85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  3 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov. 

24 

11.33  

11.59 

Sunday,  ,, 

25 

0.22 

Monday,  ,, 

26 

0.46  

1.  7 

Tuesday  ,, 

27 

1.29  

1.49 

Wednesday,  ,, 

28 

2.  8 

2.28 

Thursday,  ,, 

29 

2.46  

3.  4 

Friday,  „ 

30 

3.23  

3.43 

High  Water 

at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov. 

24 

12.13  

12.39 

Sunday,  ,, 

25 

0.40  

1.  2 

Monday,  ,, 

26 

1.26  

1.47 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  pre- 
sent flood,  which  I hope  is  fast  running  away  and  will 
make  the  river  in  something  like  fishing  order  by  the 
end  of  the  week,  is  the  highest  in  the  recollection  of 
those  now  living  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  water 
this  year  at  Hampton  Court  has  been  lift,  higher  than 
the  summer  standard.  All  my  attempts  to  get  near  the 
river  itself  have  been  failures,  and  I have  had  to  be 
content  with  a general  view  of  the  flood.  My  great 
anxiety  has  been  about  the  fish,  which  must  have 
travelled  with  the  flood.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  writing  to 
me  on  Monday  last,  says:  “The  fish  are  far  and  wide 
over  the  meadows.  I was  out  on  Saturday  for  some 
little  time  after  the  roach,  and  found  a place  where 
fish  were  priming  and  splashing  a considerable  distance 
up  in  the  meadows.”  I have  given  strict  instructions  to 
the  river  keepers  below  Staines  to  keep  on  the  alert  and 
remove  all  stray  fish  into  the  river,  and  any  expense  they 
are  at  will  be  defrayed.  In  addition  to  these  personal  and 
written  instructions,  I have  been  in  correspondence  with 
our  head  river-keeper,  William  Douglas,  and  I am  quite 
satisfied  he  will  do  his  best  in  so  important  a matter. 
The  increase  of  assistant  river-keepers  under  Bye-law 
No.  10,  are  expected  to  assist  in  the  work  in  return  for 
the  privilege  of  using  the  bait  or  casting  net,  and  I have 
called  upon  them  to  help  us  at  the  present  time.  I am 
quite  sure  our  good  and  useful  friend  Mr.  A.  E.  Arm- 
strong, the  honorary  river  keeper  at  Chertsey,  and  also 
Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  who  holds  the  same  position  at 
Waltham,  will  look  well  after  those  districts,  and  I 
should  add  all  the  assistant  river-keepers  just  referred  to 
are  by  their  deputations  attached  to  the  T.A.P.S.  The 
flood  which  up  to  Wednesday  night  had  been  running 
away  at  the  rate  of  two  feet  per  day  from  Monday,  and 
on  Thursday  showed  a reduction  of  12in.,  has  now 
nearly  disappeared,  and  the  water  is  in  condition  for 
angling.  There  were  some  bank  anglers  out  on  Thurs- 
day, and  getting  a few  fish.  The  keepers  up  to  the 
present  have  not  found  many  fish  in  the  meadows,  but 
may  get  more  to-day  (Friday). — B. 

(Datchet). — There  has  been  no  fishing,  but  an 

awful  flood.  The  river  must  be  pretty  well  ruined.  I 
hear  fish  are  about  all  over  the  place.  A man  in  the 
village  has  just  told  me  he  picked  up  a trout  in  the  road 
(a  small  one)  but  he  took  it  to  its  river  home.  The 
stream  that  ran  through  the  village  was  tremendous, 
five  punts  were  turned  upside  down.  I was  in  one  on 
Friday  night  coming  home,  the  man  in  charge  was 
quite  unable  to  manage  it,  and  we  were  overturned  in 
the  stream,  and  left  get  out  the  best  way  we  could.  On 
Saturday  morning  I was  going  in  one  of  my  own  punts  ; 
The  stream  through  the  station  gates  was  simply  awful. 
I considered  some  minutes  as  to  the  best  way  of  getting 
through.  Soon  after  I was  gone  another  man  attempted 
to  pass,  but  he  was  not  so  fortunate.  His  new  punt  got 
smashed  up.— G.  Lumsden. 

(Marlow).— Since  my  last  report  the  Thames 

at  Marlow  has  beaten  the  record  in  the  way  of  floods.  I 
am  glad,  however,  at  time  of  writing,  to  say  the  pros- 
pect of  fishing  is  brighter ; in  fact,  one  or  two  knowing 
ones  have  already  made  a cast  or  two  in  certain  quiet 
corners, 'and  had  sundry  runs  as  reward.  A few  days  now 
should  bring  things  into  fair  order. — C.  L.  Mathews. 

(Windsor).  — The  disastrous  floods  have 

made  angling  utterly  hopeless  in  this  section  of  the 
Thames.  Large  quantities  of  fish  have  left  the  river 
for  the  submerged  meadows,  thus  escaping  the  stress  of 
swollen  streams.  Preservation  societies  should  now  be 
vigilant  in  endeavouring  to  recover  these  fish,  and  those 
which  have  got  into  the  outlying  ditches. — B.  R.  B. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  is  still  too  much  water 
in  the  rivers  for  successful  fishing.  Those  fishermen 
who  go  out  very  rarely  come  back  without  a battle 


with  a salmon,  but  the  heavy  waters  handicap  them,  and 
the  misses  and  the  breaks  far  outnumber  the  salmon. 
Still  there  have  been  a few  taken  in  the  Camel  during 
the  week.  The  Fowey  holds  plenty  of  salmon,  and  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  fish  reaching  the  best  spawning 
grounds. — Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  have  had  heavy 
rains  and  a lot  of  fresh  down.  The  water  is  now  in 
excellent  condition  for  fishing.  A local  angler  took  two 
roach  (1  Jib.)  and  a chub  of  31b.  in  the  course  of  an 
hour’s  fishing.  Pike  should  now  be  well  on  the  feed. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  have  a first-rate  water 
and  equally  good  weather,  but  no  fishermen  on  either 
hotel  waters,  club  lengths.  Grayling  are  very  plenti- 
ful since  so  many  fry  were  turned  in  four  years  ago. — 
D.  & W.  H.  Foster. 

Bxe  and  Canal. — The  “ terrific  ” flood  of  last  week 
has  at  length  subsided,  and  some  very  good  sport 
among  the  pike  has  since  been  enjoyed.  Mr.  Jackman, 
in  the  Water  Works  , reach,  has  had  seven  fish  ranging 
from  51b.  to  21b.  each,  and  lower,  Mr.  Shepherd  has  had 
takes  of  four  and  five  in  two  visits,  all  nice  sizeable 
pike.  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  had  a brace  in  the  Cowley 
waters  going  41b.  and  3|lb.  each.  A fine  specimen  of 
191b.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Clarke  in  the  upper 
waters,  and  Mr.  Jos.  Edwards,  out  with  him,  had  a 
couple  going  81b.  and  7lb.  each. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  heavy 
rains  have  put  some  of  the  waters  out  of  condition  for 
angling.  This  week,  however,  there  is  an  improvement. 
The  bottom  of  the  drains  have  been  well  cleared  from 
weeds  by  the  flush,  and  trolling  will  be  possible  in  many 
fresh  places  on  this  account. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Angling  has  practically  been 
at  a standstill  for  a few  days.  The  finer  weather  this 
week  has  improved  prospects.  Pike  fishers,  notwith- 
standing the  short  days,  travel  good  distances  for  the 
sport.  The  lower  lengths  of  the  Idle  are  pretty  well 
patronised  in  this  respect,  and  so  also  are  the  drains 
which  run  into  it. — L. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  water  has  now  run  down  to 
a good  level,  is  of  a nice  colour  and  not  too  thick,  added 
to  which  the  frosty  nights  just  commenced  make  angling 
prospects  look  more  rosy.  On  Nov.  18,  at  the  Ferry 
Boat,  Tottenham,  Mr.  Hume  had  a roach  weighing  a 
little  over  1 Jib.  Mr.  Langton,  fishing  in  the  Barge 
Canal,  near  Tottenham  Lock,  had  a few  roach.  Some 
of  the  new  half  guinea  subscribers  to  Flander’s  Weir 
fishery  have  had  fair  sport ; Mr.  H.  Short  with  chub, 
and  another  gentleman  with  perch.  A jack  of  about 
41b.  was  found  in  a field  near  Waltham  Abbey  after  the 
flood.  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  had  51b.  15oz.  of  fine  roach  and 
dace  from  Roydon.  Mr.  Dunford,  51b.  6§oz.  of  roach 
from  the  Ware  district  ; another  angler  a pike  of  about 
61b.—  Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  Pnd). — During  the  past  week  the 
heavy  floods  which  covered  the  tow  path  tore  on  to  the 
marshes,  and  in  its  descent  roared  and  frothed  like  a 
miniature  Niagra.  Great  numbers  offish  were  swept  by 
its  fury  from  the  rivers  on  to  the  fields,  and  as  the  flood 
subsided,  people  made  sport  in  picking  up  eels,  perch, 
roach,  and  dace,  from  the  small  pools  in  “ the  rank  and 
tangled  grass.”  The  weather  is  now  most  favourable, 
the  water  clearer,  and  promises  well  for  future  sport. — 
F.  Grren. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  water  has  now  sub- 
sided and  is  in  splendid  condition  for  fishing.  Some 
good  fish  continue  to  be  taken. — J.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
have  been  high  and  muddy,  and  it  will  be  some  days 
before  they  are  in  angling  order.  There  are  plenty  of 
grayling  in  both  streams.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured. — 
Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Although  the  rivers  have  receded  a good  deal  they  are 
yet  far  too  high,  and  there  can  be  no  chance  of  angling 
for  at  least  a week  to  come.  Weather  continues 
very  unsettled. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Water  fining  down  rapidly, 
and  now  in  good  condition  for  all-round  fishing.  A 
couple  of  good  bags  of  mixed  fish  are  reported,  and  one 
angler  (a  lady)  had  three  jack.  The  most  successful 
baits  were  small  lobs  and  dace. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  unusually  high  floods 
have  completely  stopped  angling  hero  for  nearly  a fort- 
night. I am  glad  to  say  the  water  is  now  rapidly  falling, 
and  given  fair  weather,  will,  I think,  by  Saturday  be  in 
fairly  fishable  order,  especially  in  the  Brampton  Head, 
which  generally  clears  more  rapidly  than  the  Godman- 
chester  and  Hartford  waters. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  has  subsided  con- 
siderably the  last  few  days,  and  getting  in  condition. 
Should  rain  hold  off  it  will  be  fishable  in  some  parts 
during  the  end  of  next  week,  and  good  sport  with  pike 
may  be  relied  upon  after  the  thick  water  and  the  rest 
they  have  had,  and  probably  good  fish  will  be  taken. — 
H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  down  to  its  own  head 
again  and  clearing  beautifully.  By  the  time  this 
appears  I shall  expect  to  have  had  some  good  sport 
among  the  jack,  which  are  plentiful  in  all  the  deep  lay- 
byes  which  abound  in  this  part  of  the  river,  and  barring 
more  rain,  sport  is  pretty  certain. — A.  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech). — It  is  some  years  since  the  river  Severn  has 
been  witnessed  in  such  a flooded  state  as  it  was  last 
week,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Melverloy— a few 
miles  below  Llanymynech— where  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Severn  meet,  the  water  rose  so  high  that  some  of  the 
inhabitants  who  drove  from  there  on  the  Wednesday 


morning  to  attend  the  market  found  it  impossible  to 
return  home  until  the  following  day. — Vyrnwy. 

Stort  (Harlow).— River  now  fining  down  to  fishing 
condition.  Anglers  who  have  been  out  have  had  a fair 
amount  of  sport,  some  nice  roach  and  dace  being  taken 
on  the  18th  inst. — D.  Springham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  on  the  18th 
had  cleared  down  considerably,  but  was  still  running 
rather  thick  and  strong.  Roach  could  only  be  got  at 
in  the  eddies  and  back  waters,  the  best  bag  being 
one  of  81b.  On  the  19th,  the  water  was  all  in  the  river 
again,  and  roach  are  feeding  more  freely,  but  I have  not 
seen  or  heard  of  any  specimens  being  taken.  If  no  more 
rain  falls,  the  water  will  be  on  the  clear  side  by  Nov.  25. 
W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — With 

an  improvement  in  the  weather  by  degrees  the  flooded 
districts  are  resuming  their  normal  aspect.  Doubtless 
many  good  fish  will  be  left  high  and  dry  as  the  water 
recedes.  It  mast  be  some  weeks  ere  rivers  are  fishable, 
as  with  the  ground  saturated  the  rain  at  once  finds  its 
way  into  the  water  channels.  Pike  have  been  feeding 
in  favoured  districts,  and  from  a tributary  of  the  Ouse 
near  Fletching  I hear  of  one  pike  of  151b.  and  one  of 
121b.  being  taken  with  live  snap.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  in  good  order.  Letting  off  the  water 
between  the  locks  has  for  awhile  ruined  angling 
prospects  in  the  lower  reach.  No  pains  were  taken  to 
save  the  fish,  and  pike  of  251b.  land  211b.  and  several  of 
from  31b.  to  121b.  were  killed.  Bream  of  41b.  and 
numbers  of  carp  and  roach  were  carried  away  to  the  salt 
water  and  destroyed.  Bass  and  codling  are  still  in  the 
harbours,  and  sea  fishing  is  now  exceptionally  good. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had 
a tremendous  flood,  and  miles  of  the  Teifi  valley  are 
under  water.  Numbers  of  salmon  have  been  seen 
going  up  the  small  side  brooks  to  spawn. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  still  keeps  high  and 
muddy,  but  it  has  lowered  considerably  and  is  clearing. 
Fishing  has  been  very  slow,  and  only  coarse  fishing 
could  be  done . Anglers  have  not  ventured  out  this 
week.  Grayling  are  very  scarce  at  present,  but  good 
sport  should  be  had  when  the  water  clears. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  river  has 
been  very  high  and  muddy,  and  in  some  parts  the  water 
has  overflowed  its  banks.  Angling  is  at  a standstill. 
The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high  and  muddy. 
— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — After  the  heaviest  water  for  a 
couple  of  years  the  Trent  has  again  run  into  capital 
condition  for  angling,  but  big  pike  do  not  appear  so 
ravenous  as  before  the  change.  On  Monday  Mr.  W. 
Baguley  secured  seven  from  the  Muskham  water,  and 
the  day  following  Messrs.  Killingley  and  White  five 
from  a private  water  at  Cromwell.— Trentsider. 

Usk  (Senny  Bridge). — River  has  been  in  flood 
nearly  every  day  during  the  last  month.  Four  of  the 
water  bailiffs  here  were  badly  beaten  by  a gang  of 
salmon  poachers  on  the  Cray  last  Saturday  night.  The 
poachers  escaped  with  a heavy  load  of  salmon. — 
Pontsenny.  i 

Welsh.  Harp  (Hendon).  — Notwithstanding  this 
rough  weather,  we  are  having  good  sport  with  the  roach. 
The  heavy  floods  have  broken  the  weir  at  Mr.  Irwin 
Cox’s  at  Mill  Hill,  and,  in  consequence,  some  thousands 
of  trout  have  escaped  into  this  water,  and,  as  wehad  one 
or  two  taken  this  season,  no  doubt  we  shall  have  some 
fun  with  the  trout  next  year,  and  we  shall  have  a great 
deal  to  thank  Mr.  Cox  for.  Appended  is  a list  of  fish 
taken:  Messrs.  Bayless,  51b.  roach;  Jaques,  51b.;  W. 
Eldridge,  Gib.;  S.  Eldridge,  31b.;  Allen,  51b.  ; Ward, 
41b.  ; Aldridge,  41b. ; Hill,  2Jlb. ; Woodless,  31b. ; Gar- 
rard, 51b.  ; Kemble,  7£lb.  Messrs.  Fry  and  Frost  each 
had  one  jack.— John  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  water  has  got 
into  fair  trim  this  week,  and  I anticipate  news  of  sport 
being  obtainable.  The  weather  has  again  turned  fine 
and  mild,  and  doubtless  bottom  fishing  will  be  pursued 
so  soon  as  opportunity  offers.  Trolling,  however,  is  now 
the  leading  attraction,  and  a fairly  good  number  of  pike 
have  been  obtained. — Luci. 

SPA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgli-on-Sea. — With  favourable  weather  sport 
has  been  fairly  good,  especially  with  “ tipple-fows  ” out- 
side the  shoals  and  Thorpe  Rocks,  and  the  week’s 
record  shows  some  excellent  bags  made — the  baits  used 
being  sprat  (best)  and  lug  worm — viz.,  Messrs.  J. 
Ellingford  and  Councillor  Gilbert  (Wednesday),  601b  of 
codling,  whiting,  and  dabs,  in  two  hours,  including 
prime  conditioned  cod  of  14|lb.,  91b.,  81b.,  &c.  Messrs. 
C.  Pallant  and  G.  Butcher  (juniors),  701b.  to  801b. 
fish,  several  good  large  cod  amongst  them.  E. 
Crisp  and  a gentleman  visitor  two  nice  parcels  of 
fine  codling,  &c.,  the  largest  running  about  71b.  to 
81b.  each.  The  drifters  are  still  landing  but  few  sprats, 
and  deep  water  liners  correspondingly  small  takes  of 
cod  ; but,  to  balance  this,  the  markets  are  better  and 
weather  more  promising.  Mr.  Dick  Hayward  and 
friends,  with  a draw-net  alongshore,  took  a nice  lot  of 
mixed  fish  on  Wednesday,  amongst  them  being  about 
eighty  remarkably  fine  full  herrings.  Large  quantities 
of  wildfowl  are  passing  from  the  north  over  the  sea  to 
southward,  indicating  the  near  approach  of  sharp 
weather  and  good  sport  for  wildfowlers. — G.  A.  W. 
[Our  correspondent  at  Aldeburgh-on-Sea  (Mr.  G.  A. 
Whistler,  of  Waveney  House)  will  gladly  give  every 
information  and  advice  as  to  fishing  and  shooting  to  in- 
tending visitors  on  application.]* 
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Brighton.  Wo  havo  had  very  stormy  woathor  and 
In^li  sons,  ho  that  boat  angling  has  boon  quite  out  of 
tho  question  for  a wook  or  more.  To-day  (1>  I «t)  the  hou 
ih  aw  calm  oh  a lake,  and  Hport  Hhonld  now  bo  had  with 
ood  ovor  tho  rooky  ground  off  Hlaok  Book.  — H. 

Deal.— The  woathor  in  all  that  can  bo  doHirod  for 
ashing,  utter  the  heavy  galeH  of  lato.  The  whiting  aro 
not  brought  ashore  in  suoh  plentiful  quantitieH,  but  are 
of  a muuh  largor  size.  Cod  fish  also  aro  vory  fine,  and 
thoro  has  not  boon  u boat  oomo  ashore  without  having 
boon  woll  rewarded.  Some  vory  good  conger  cola  have 
also  boon  caught.  Thoro  areaoveral  British  aoa  anglers 
horo  very  buny  with  tho  fish  mentionod. 

Telegram. — (Friday  morning.) — Woathor  fine  ; plenty 
of  good  fishing. — Edward  Hanger  (Agont  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society). 

Great  Yarmouth. — I bad  nothing  to  report  last 
week,  as  fish  aro  rather  soarco  along  tho  shore,  but  they 
aro  in  V armouth  Roads,  if  you  only  go  after  them  with  a 
boat,  which  my  roport  of  Capt.  Clowes  catch  will  prove 
to  you.  Off  the  pier  on  Thursday  : Mr.  Edwar  js,  throe 
fish,  201b.  ; off  jetty,  Mr.  Atkins,  one  fish,  71b.  ; on 
Friday,  Mr.  Edwards,  four  fish,  301b.  ; and  Mr.  Sharman, 
two  fish,  101b.;  Mr.  H.  Palmer,  one,  161b.  ; Saturday, 
Mr.  Ayres,  two  fish,  lib.  lloz.,  lib.  8oz.  ; Monday,  Mr. 
Ayres,  ton  fish,  largest  T Jib.  ; Tuesday,  Mr.  Bradshaw, 
lib.  Oloz.  Wednesday,  Mr.  Salinger  one  fish  131b.,  and 
Capt.  Clowes,  in  the  Roads,  close  to  Wellington  Pier, 
twenty  fish  turning  the  scales  at  1501b.,  largest  fish  301b. 
The  Great  Yarmouth  P.S.  had  a contest  on  Brey don  water. 
Out  of  nineteen  competitors  only  seventeen  fit-h  were 
taken,  but  they  had  a grand  show  of  crabs  for  which  was 
a prize,  which  was  taken  with  108.  There  were  quite  a 
1000  in  number,  and  1 think  this  quite  a novelty  in  the 
annals  of  fishing  matches.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
txreat  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties  Angling  Society 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  28. — H.  Salinger. 

Plymouth.  Rude  “ Boreas  ’’has  ceased  his  boisterous 
behaviour,  and  “Aquarius”  has  emptied  the  watering- 
pot  ; we  are  therefore  enjoying  better  weather,  and  not 
before  we  wanted  it.  I suppose  in  the  recollection  of  the 
oldest  inhabitant  we  have  never  had  higher  tides  and 
floods.  I was  talking  with  a gentleman  who  has  a shop 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  he  said  that  the 
water  was  half  way  up  to  his  counter  last  week.  It  was 
a sight  never  to  be  forgotten  to  see  the  rivers  flowing 
over  the  various  weirs.  At  Latchley,  on  the  Tamer, 
the  river  was  coming  over  the  weir  about  5ft.  deep  of 
solid  water,  and  looked  like  a miniature  Niagara. 
<?reyc  ?Tlet  ,are  wed  °u  the  feed,  and  several 

fine  fash  have  been  taken,  whilst  a good  many  larger  ones 
have  been  speared.  The  estuaries  are  full  of  sprats  and 
smelts.  This,  to  a certain  extent,  brings  the  larger  fish 
closer  m shore.  Conger,  pollack,  and  whiting  still 
afford  good  sport.  The  former  at  night,  using  a No.  8 
Exeter  hook  baited  with  half  a pilchard.  A whale,  cal- 
cnJated  to  be  between  thirty  and  forty  feet  long,  was 
sighted  in  the  Channel  last  week  by  one  of  our  torpedo- 
boats.  I should  like  to  have  been  in  command.  I fancy 
1 should  have  had  a shot  at  it.  The  boats  have  been 
unable  to  get  out  during  the  bad  weather,  but  they  ari 
now  bringing  in  fair  supplies  of  all  kinds  of  fish.- 
WlLLIAM  HeARDER. 

a*  Southampton  has  been 
like  the  weather  simply  wretched,  and  during  the  las 
two  months,  with  weekly  exceptions,  nothing  has  beei 
done  worth  recording  During  the  past  six  week; 
Messrs.  Russell,  Starkey,  Watling,  and  Johns  hav< 
taken  their  outings  down  off  Netley,  and  it  i; 
only  due  to  Tuckey,  the  Netley  boatman  (and  baitman 
to  say  that  his  arrangements,  in  the  way  of  boats  ani 
baits,  are  m every  way  admirable.  On  November  lit] 
it  was  impossible  to  start  owing  to  the  downpour 
but  on  the  previous  four  and  last  Sunday,  fishim 

ttnL„ndU  "e>d  ’or  thej.r  hearts’  content.'  Messrs 
RusseU  and  Starkey  for  the  five  days  men 

^“esd  and!?  elfJhty  dozen  wlliting  and  pout,  all  ver- 
tair  fish  with  a few  conger  besides.  The  pier  fishing  i: 

^?^al[yi.finlSh^-  !,n  facfc'  the  weather  has  beei 
nst  hshing  altogether.  The  extensive  alteration; 
.To8  tbe  docks  “ay  have  a tendency  to  cbecl 
the  fish  coming  up  the  river.  From  Retley  downward 

h are  abundant,  and  if  the  weather  would  hold  fine  fo 
a tew  days,  there  are  plenty  of  fishermen  waiting  to  ge 

w*  r?etley  bait  (ragworm)  are  large  anc 
succulent,  but  rather  scarce.— C.  McPherson. 

onSNn!h1ta  an?  District. — Fishing  at  Stokes  Ba- 
on  Nov  18  sport  was  not  good.  The  torpedo  boat 
and  submarine  mines  have  spoilt  it.  Twenty  yean 
fish  stT8  b or;  i°°h  Miller  has  taken  some  goo, 
t«lt  l,Lee;On;S0  f'  i FJom  the  shore  good  fish  haw 
been  taken  just  outside  the  surf.— C.  J.  Dean. 

m^^etntiia'  ~ °n  a,  f,ew  days>  when  the  weathe 
Mileflv  ^ndVvf°me  g0°d  hampers  of  Pollack  were  had 
Bide._T  Jt  D DOar  V1Clnlty  of  Begnis  Island  on  tho  sei 

iv,^Tater7il[ehT  I h,0  sea  continues  too  rough  here  ir 
bottom afith'°f  tLe  ,bay  that  U8nally  affords  tho  besl 
«SL-ng'  ?n<Ln0  an^lers  have  been  out  at  this 
kind  of  fishing.  In  the  south  of  tho  bay  however  larea 

rateels.-T.  j“UD?k  W°re  had  by  anglors  uai"g  r®d 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk— In  consequence  of  the  recent  heavy 
rains,  the  ksk  and  its  tributaries  have  been  much 
swollen,  thus  affording  easy  access  for  the  fish  to  ascend 
the  various  streams.  Sea  trout  aro  at  present  spawning 
in  groat  numbers,  but  very  few  salmon  have  yet  made 
their  appoaranee  in  the  spawning  beds.— G. 


Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— There  has  been 
no  change  in  volume  of  tho  rivor,  nor  much  fluctuation 
in  the  tomperatnro,  which  has  been  abnormally  fine 
for  tho  month  of  November.  Spawning  operations  are 
in  full  swing,  and  the  bead  of  salmon  increasing  on 
the  middle  and  lower  reaches.  Steadier  waters  could 
not  be  wished  for  than  what  has  been  experienced 
during  the  past  three  weeks,  and  not  for  many  years 
back  has  there  boon  such  prospects  of  a good  spawning 
season  all  over. — Deesider. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  dosing  day  on  tho  Border 
rivers,  tho  Annan  and  Nith,  proved  to  be  fairly  good  on 
the  higher  and  private  waters.  In  all  the  lower  and 
tidal  stretches  the  water  was  too  heavy  for  successful 
| sport.  The  minnow  proved  to  be  the  deadliest  lure,  and 
a number  of  good  salmon  were  killed.  On  the  Annan 
Mr.  Campbell  killed  four  on  the  closing  day.  On  the 
various  waters  the  following  have  been  most  successful  : 
Rev.  J.  J.  Monilaws,  Sir  W.  Marsh,  Col.  Joynson,  and 
Messrs.  Campbell,  J.  Bell-Irving,  and  F.  Joynson. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  &c. — Since  my  last  notes  from  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot,  anglers  have  bad,  on  the  whole,  a very  fair  time 
of  it.  Although  no  extra  large  numbers  of  fish  have 
been  killed,  yet  sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  most  of 
the  stretches.  Variable  weather  has,  however,  been  the 
ru^®  faring  the  last  four  or  five  days,  and  on  Tuesday 
the  Teviot  came  down  in  partial  flood,  which  stopped 
operations  for  the  day  on  that  stream,  and  spoilt,  to  some 
extent,  the  chances  of  those  further  down  below  Kelso 
as  well.  Tweed  also  rose  from  4in.  to  lOin. , but  to-day 
(Wednesday)  both  rivers  are  fishable,  although  off 
colour  a bit,  and  fully  heavy  for  successful  angling. 
The  following  are  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  : 
Duke  of  Portland,  Lord  Lennox,  Lord  Brougham,  Sir 
Richard  Waldie-Griffith,  Bart.,  Colonel  Trotter,  Colonel 
Biden,  Major  Wilson,  Messrs.  W.  Robson.  T.  Pringle, 
Campbell,  Crossfield,  Dyson,  Farqnhar,  Gilbey,  Smith, 
A.  Elliot,  J.  Affleck,  and  J.  Chisholm. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  run  of 

fish  has  again  commenced,  and  a considerable  quantity  of 
salmon  and  lough  trout  have  crossed  the  weir  line.  The 
Bann  and  Foyle  Fishery  Company  have  special  bailiffs 
on  the  river,  and  a very  strict  watch  is  being  kept. 

Strnle  (Omagh.). — The  run  of  fish  has  slackened 
considerably,  and  the  first  run  is  now  almost  over.  The 
fish  are  busy  on  the  redds,  and  owing  to  the  height  of 
the  water,  poaching  is  almost  impossible,  but  we  learn 
that  higher  up  a large  number  of  fish  were  poached  in 
the  small  tributaries. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — All  waters  are  heavily 
flooded.  In  fact  such  floods  have  not  been  witnessed 
here  for  the  past  half  century.  Salmon  and  sea  trout 
are  very  numerous  on  the  spawning  beds  of  the  Fingless, 
Inny , Cummerag  and  Owreagh  rivers,  but  poachers  have 
not  been  idle  on  some  at  least  of  those  waters.  An  eel 
weir  has  now  been  erected  on  this  river  by  Mr.  J.  E. 
Butler,  of  Waterville  House. — T.  J.  D. 


A DRAG  FOR  A NOTTINGHAM  REEL. 

Every  angler  who  has  used  a Nottingham  reel,  says 
“ Halcyon,”  in  the  Weekly  Supplement  to  the  Leeds 
Mercury,  knows  the  great  difficulty  attendant  upon 
always  commanding  the  line,  i.e.,  to  prevent  over- 
running. A correspondent  from  Kashmir,  in  India,  has 
sent  me  the  following  letter,  which  will  prove,  no  doubt 
of  great  interest  to  many  of  my  readers  : — 

“ I send  you  the  following  description  of  a drag  for  a 
Nottingham  reel,  which  I think  rather  a good  idea.  It 
may  be  an  old  one,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  every  new 
dodge  that  is  brought  out  is  claimed  by  some  one  or 
another,  but  I have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any- 
thing like  it  before.  What  made  me  think  it  out 
was  that  the  big  fish  of  tropical  seas  such  as  the 
curangide,  called  by  sailors  Spanish  mackerel,  and 
the  baracouta,  were  too  much  for  me  with  the 
Nottingham  reel,  when  a big  fish  of  101b.  or  151b.,  let 
alone  one  of  301b.  or  401b.,  made  a long  rush,  the  friction 
of  the  rim  of  the  reel  burnt  my  fingers  so  that  I un- 
consciously lifted  it,  and  an  over-run  just  for  the  second 
was  the  result,  although  the  reel  had  a strong  check 
action.  The  stop  caused  by  the  over-run  was  hardly 
noticeable  in  the  rush  of  the  fish,  as  the  reel  continued 
running  immediately  after.  It  was  quite  sufficient  to 
break  strong  double  gut.  I was  in  despair,  as  I much 
preferred  the  wooden  Nottingham  to  a brass  reel  for  sea 
fishing  on  account  of  the  lightness  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  you  can  reel  it.  I thought  of  a drag,  and 
I tried  with  a bit  of  stout  line,  which  I tied  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  ‘ Bickerdyke  ’ guard,  and 
then  to  the  rod  about  six  inches  above  the 
reel.  On  hooking  a fish,  I slippod  the  little  and  third 
finger  of  my  right  hand  over  the  line,  and  pressing  it 
found  to  my  delight  that  I could  put  any  amount  of 
drag  on  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  could  graduate  it 
to  any  strength,  and  also  that  an  over-run  was  impos- 
sible. The  objection  to  tho  line  arrangement  was 
that  in  playing  a fish  that  took  any  time  to  kill  it  out 
your  fingers.  I then  put  a pieco  of  indiarubber  tubing 
over  the  line,  which  prevented  this ; but  the  best  way 
to  make  the  drag  is  to  havo  a piece  of  webbing 
or  a strip  of  padded  canvas  about  Gin.  long,  the  width 
of  the  upper  cross  part  of  the  guard  sewn  round  it, 
and  have  a horn  at  tho  other  end  of  the  webbing,  with 
about  a foot  of  strong  waxed  line  through  it  to  whip 
the  end  of  the  webbing  on  the  butt  of  the  rod. 


If  a rim  be  fixed  on  tho  butt  Sin.  or  Oin. 
above  tho  reel,  a thin  strap  and  bnckle  may  take  the 
place  of  tho  waxed  thread.  The  drag,  of  conrse,  is 
caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  ‘Bickerdyke’  guard  on 
the  outer  rim  of  the  reel.  This  guard  should  be 
just  a little  lower  on  the  reel  than  usual,  be  of  thick 
brass  wire,  and  have  the  part  which  is  made  to  ‘ skid  ’ 
on  the  upper  rim  of  the  reel  whore  tho  drag  is  pressed 
slightly  flattened.  In  addition  to  the  original  object 
ol  the  invention  to  prevent  over-running,  I found  it 
to  he  of  tho  greatest  assistance  in  killing  big  fish  with 
strong  tackle.  I gripped  it  with  all  the  fingers  of 
my  band,  holding  the  rod,  and  sliding  the  hand  down 
towards  tho  reel.  One  of  my  favourite  places  for  sur- 
face fishing  with  live  sardines  was  near  a wooden  jetty 
with  oyster-covered  piles.  If  a fish  of  eight  or  ten  pounds 
made  a determined  rush  for  this  shelter,  and  yon  were 
within  a hundred  yards  of  it,  best  salmon  gnt  or  even 
double  gnt  would  seldom  stop  it,  and  if  he  reached  it 
the  razor  edges  of  the  oyster  shells  cut  the  line  at  once. 
With  the  drag  I found  I could,  by  gradually  increasing 
the  pressure,  successfully  stop  a 201b.  fish,  even  when 
hooked  only  fifty  yards  from  the  piles,  and  on  single 
gnt.  These  fish  were  the  Spanish  mackerel,  and  take  a 
lot  of  killing.  One  of  301b.  took  me  three  hours  and 
two  miles  out  to  sea  before  I killed  it  on  fairly  stout 
double  gut.  I should  think,  to  prevent  a big  bass,  or 
pollock,  or  a pike  making  for  weedy  shelter,  the  drag 
would  be  a splendid  dodge.  I have  done  no  fishing 
lately,  and  am  now  far  from  tropical  sea  fish  I have 
been  describing.  I am  among  the  mountains  of  Kashmir, 
among  pines  and  glaciers,  shooting  brown  bear  and  red 
deer.” 


NEW  WAYS  TO  CATCH  OLD  FISH. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances the  pike  is  a rapid  grower.  The  most 
favourable  circumstances  occur  after  he  is  dead.  A 
big  pike  recently  caught  in  one  of  the  Irish  lakes  grew 
101b.  in  a few  days  in  the  press  a week  or  two  ago.  This 
characteristic  is  chiefly  noticeable  among  the  fish 
caught  by  those  sturdy  anglers  who  do  their 
fishing  by  the  club-room  fire.  I knew  one  fisher- 
man of  this  stamp  who  had  caught  a 21b.  jack  that 
grew  into  a 171b.  pike  last  winter,  and  while  he  was 
away  for  his  holidays  in  the  spring  it  spawned — at  any 
rate  it  had  become  either  five  or  six  by  the  time  he  got 
back  amongst  ns.  Last  week  he  brought  his  brother  to 
the  club  to  tell  us  about  a big  Scotch  pike  he  had  seen 
captured.  “ Yes,  gentlemen,”  he  began,  “it  was  un- 
doubtedly the  finest  specimen  ever  taken  out  of  the 
loch,  and  a most  voracious  creature  with  a fancy  for 
bric-a-brac  and  silver  plate.  The  friend  I was  staying 
with  lives  quite  on  the  shores  of  the  loch.  One  night  a 
compensation  reservoir  burst  up  on  the  hills  and  flooded 
the  loch  so  that  the  water  stood  4ft.  deep  in  my  friend’s 
dining-room,  and  when  we  came  down  to  breakfast  the 
following  morning  the  pike  was  just  helping  himself  to  a 
silver  tankard  and  a toast  rack  off  the  side-board.  When 
he  saw  us  he  darted  out  of  the  window  and  got  clear 
away.  We  tried  a whole  week  to  catch  that  fish,  but  he 
was  too  old  for  us,  and  he  would  have  been  in  the  loch 
yet  if  my  friend’s  wife  had  not  happened  to  drop  her 
umbrella  into  the  water.  The  pike  opened  his  jaws 
and  sucked  it  in  point  first.  It  was  one  of  those 
patent  spring  umbrellas  that  fly  open  automatically 
when  you  press  the  catch,  and  just  when  the  pike 
had  swallowed  all  but  the  handle  his  teeth  touched 
the  spring,  and  the  thing  expanded  inside  him. 
When  he  had  got  over  his  first  shook  of  surprise, 
he  tried  to  disgorge  it,  but  the  ribs  had  got  entangled 
in  his  inner  conscience  and  he  couldn’t  spit  the  thing 
out  again  without  parting  with  his  whole  internal 
economy,  so  we  just  hooked  a boat-hook  into  the 
crooked  handle  of  the  umbrella  and  towed  him  ashore. 
When  we  opened  him  to  get  the  umbrella  out,  we  found 
a whole  British  Museum  and  a sixpenny  bazaar  in  his 
innards.  I came  away  that  day,  but  I heard  afterwards 
that  they  held  a jumble  sale  of  the  salvage  and  raised 
=858  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  but,  un- 
fortunately, just  at  the  conclusion  of  the  sale,  an  officer 
of  the  Crown  stepped  in  and  claimed  the  whole  lot  as 
treasure  trove  ! ” — Yorkshire  Weekly  Post. 


English  Trout  in  Saltwater  River. — The  offices 
of  the  Forestry  Branch  of  the  Lands  Department  were 
besieged  this  afternoon  (Sept.  29)  by  the  anglers  of  the 
public  service  to  inspeet  two  more  magnificent 
specimens  of  spotted  English  trout  caught  early  this 
morning  in  the  Saltwater  river,  between  Footscray  and 
Maribyrnong,  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Crooke,  the  next  officer  to 
Mr.  Perrin.  The  trout  weighed  were  8jlb.  and  7Jlb. 
respectively,  and  are  therefore  rather  smaller  than  the 
pair  which  Mr.  Crooke  landed  on  Wednesday.  That  he 
is  an  expert  angler  no  one  can  doubt  on  inspecting  the 
frail  rod  lying  besido  his  trophies.  Tho  bait  ho  used 
was  a Phantom  Minnow,  obtained  from  Messrs. 
Chambers  and  Seymour.  He  will  not  indicate  the 
exact  spot  whence  he  draws  such  prizes  ; but  doubt- 
less it  will  leak  out  later  on.  Enthusiastic  anglers 
have  become  as  much  excited  over  the  oatch  as  diggers 
at  Coolgardie  over  a new  find. — Melbourne  livening 
Standard. 
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Hepotts  from  Clubs 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  nest  return  visit  on  the  above 
will  take  place  at  the  Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of 
London,  corner  of  Sidney-street,  City-road,  on  Wednes- 
day. Nov.  28,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome 
brother  anglers  and  friends.  On  the  18th  inst.  we  had 
a fair  show  of  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  W.  Marshall, 
W.  Musgrave,  .T.  Bailey,  and  G.  and  C.  Hurell. 

Anglers’  Association  (Visiting  List  Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above 
list  will  take  place  at  the  Convivial  Angling  Society  on 
Wednesday,  the  28th,  not  the  21st,  as  announced  last 
week.  Secretaries  of  clubs  on  this  list  will  oblige  by 
announcing  this  to  their  members. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Western 
District). — The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  go  to 
the  Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Prince 
of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.  This  being  our 
late  district  officers’  club,  I hope  all  anglers  will  give 
them  a bumper.  Date  will  appear  in  the  Gazette  next 
week. — J.  Harris. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. — 

Our  Christmas  prize  outing  will  be  from  Windsor 
Bridge  to  Surly  Hall.  Back  waters  included  ; two  rods ; 
all  fish  to  weigh  but  eels  and  minnows  ; catch  your  own 
baits ; no  going  down  overnight,  all  to  leave  on  the 
morning  of  the  match,  Dec.  2.  Messrs  Prouter  and  R. 
Challen  weighed-in  on  the  18th.  The  delegates  gave  in 
their  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  I hope  all  members 
in  arrear  will  come  up  and  settle  at  once,  so  as  to  make 
themselves  eligible  for  the  match. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn  Fields. — On  Nov.  18,  Mr. 
J.  Drew  weighed-in  dace,  and  on  Nov.  20  Mr.  C.  Dyer 
roach.  Members  might  note  that  there  are  still  two 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  from  last  quarter. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society. — On  Nov. 
18  good  shows  of  roach  and  dace  were  weighed-in  by 
Messrs.  Haynes,  Harris,  Cummings,  and  Hutchings. 
Members  please  attend  next  Wednesday  evening  and 
confirm  minutes  re  Christmas  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
Dec.  2,  at  Ware. — F.  G.  Hutchings. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  match,  which 
was  to  have  taken  place  at  Egham  on  Nov.  25,  is  post- 
poned until  further  notice.  I hope  to  see  all  members 
present  on  Wednesday  next. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — In  consequence 
of  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  not  many  of  the 
members  were  out  on  the  18th  inst.,  but  the  following 
gentlemen  had  fish  : Messrs.  Merry,  a good  show  of 
roach  ; Lambarth,  roach  : Lanning,  jack  ; and  Hutchings, 
jack.  P.S. — Will  secretaries  having  books  of  ticketsfor 
Mr.  Watling’s,  sen.,  benefit  kindly  forward  same  with 
cash  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  secretary  at  the  Lincoln, 
or  to  myself  as  above,  as  the  draw  must  now  take  place. 
— G.  Merry. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — We  fished  our  monthly 
prizes  at  Sunbury  on  Nov  11,  the  winners  being  Mr. 
Scutt,  1st  ; Mr.  Dickey,  2nd  ; Mr.  E.  Martin,  3rd.  Will 
members  kindly  send  in  their  promised  donations  for 
the  Thames  Preservation  Fund  by  Wednesday  next, 
Nov.  28,  so  that  I may  be  able  to  forward  it  on  to  head- 
quarters.— J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— The  members 
of  this  club  will  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  10,  at 
Twickenham,  tow-path  only  ; all  to  go  by  train  leaving 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.13,  returning  at  5.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  prizes. 
— Geo.  Mumford. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a competition  at  Reading  on  the  18th  inst.  Only 
six  members  ventured  out,  and  I am  informed  they 
wished  themselves  at  home  as  soon  as  they  got  there, 
the  only  place  they  could  find  to  fish  from  being  the  rail- 
way bank  ; and,  although  they  deserved  better  luck  for 
their  pluck,  they  did  not  get  a fish  amongst  them. 
They  informed  me  some  of  the  natives  were 
catching  fish  in  the  main  streets,  and  that  men 
were  going  about  in  boats  calling  out  Do  you  want  any 
beer  or  whiskey  ?”  and  I have  no  doubt  they  gave  them 
a turn.  One  or  two  other  members  visited  other  waters, 
but  they  all,  with  one  exception,  returned  with  a blank, 
the  fortunate  one  being  Host  G.  H.  Shepherd,  who  made 
up  for  the  bad  luck  of  the  others  by  weighing-in  four 
jack  (331b.  7oz.,  largest  fish  12'rlb. ) and  a capital  show 
of  roach  (36£lb.),  total  gross  G91b.  15oz. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  gentle- 
men have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Barker,  roach  ; Mr.  Farmer, 
perch ; Mr.  Marrigton,  dace  ; and  Mr.  Wheelhouse, 
jack.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  our  match 
at  Pulboro’  on  Nov.  25.  Leave  London  Bridge  seven 
o’clock  train.  Members  not  catching  that  train  to 
report  themselves  to  the  first  member  they  meet. — 
Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.  — Our 
Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Dec.  16. 
Members  desiring  to  take  part  in  the  same  please  to 
give  their  names  to  the  secretary. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road,  N. — 
Members  are  asked  to  attend  on  Wednesday  night, 
Nov.  28,  and  arrange  about  Christmas  prizes,  several 
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of  which  are  already  promised.  Mr.  T.  W.  White 
exhibited  a very  nice  jack  on  Wednesday  last,  scaling 
just  over  61b. — T.  W Cook.  . 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.— Since  my  last  report  the  following  mem- 
bers have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  J.  Watkins,  R.  Thim- 
son,  C.  Parmenter,  A.  Thompson,  and  R.  Walden.  A 
special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27,  at  the 
clubhouse  to  arrange  for  our  Christmas  prizes.  J. 
Watkins.  , , 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange, 
Hartland-road,  N.W.— On  Nov.  11  Mr.  Walker  had 
jack;  Mr.  Marshall,  roach  ; and  on  Nov.  18,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, roach.  Will  members  phase  attend  on  Wednesday 
next  for  important  business  concerning  the  outing  for 
Chi'istmas  prizes  on  Dec.  2. — E.  T.  White. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  241  and 
242,  Goswell-road.— Our  last  meeting  was  fairly  attended 
and  useful  business  done.  On  Nov.  25  we  have  a roving 
competition  for  four  prizes.  On  Nov.  18  our  members 
were  out  in  goodly  numbers,  some  at  Bures,  others  at 
Broxbourne.  A flue  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch 
was  displayed.  A 21b.  eel  was  eaptured  at  Bures 
bv — J.  C.  . . 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-street,  Ttiames- 
street.— On  the  18th,  Mr.  Garbreeht  weighed  41b.  2oz. 
roach  and  dace.  Our  visit  takes  place  on  Monday, 
Nov.  26,  when  I hope  angling  friends  will  give  us  a 
bumper,  this  being  our  first  on  the  Central  List.  - 
J E C 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  A com- 
petition will  take  place  at  Hampton  on  Nov.  25  for  a 
series  of  prizes.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Thursday  next,  when  the  Christmas  prizes  will  be 
arranged. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.  — Our 
fourth  match  of  the  season  takes  place  on  Dec.  2— a 
roving  match  from  the  White  Rail  at  Marsh  Lock  to 
Hambledon  Lock.  Any  member  fishing  on  the  bridge 
will  be  disqualified,  9.3  train  from  Westbourne  Park. 
Two  rods  ; all  fish  to  weigh  bar  eels  and  minnows  ; each 
member  to  catch  his  own  bait.  Our  fourteenth  annual 
concert  takes  place  on  Monday,  Nov.  26,  when  I hope  to 
see  the  hall  full.  On  Nov.  18  we  had  a very  enjoyable 
visit  from  the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.— T. 


Enterprise  Hovers  Angling  Society,  Enter- 
prise Club,  Mancheo  House.  South  Tottenham.— Oor 
president,  Mr.  Gowen,  weighed-in  51b  lo.roz.  roach  and 
a fine  jack,  lib.  8|oz.,  on  Nov  18.  We  have  eight 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  25  at  Ware.  Our  next 
smoking  concert  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  5, 
in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S — J.  Kipp. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  King’s-cross.— On  Nov.  18  several  members 
ventured  to  Amberley,  in  spite  of  the  fl  >ods,  to  fish  for 
five  prizes.  Messrs.  F.  Cook  first,  with  roach ; W. 
Tavner,  bream ; C.  Abbott,  bream  ; F C >ok  winning  Mr. 
Abraham’s  prizes  also  for  the  largest  roich  — C.  A. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — Since  my  li->t  rep  >rt  we  have 
had  some  good  shows  of  fish.  On  Nov  9,  Mr.  Nirris, 
bream;  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Eldridge,  roach;  Nov.  16,  Mr. 
Norris,  roach;  Nov.  18,  Mr.  Eldridre,  roach  ; Nov.  20, 
Mr.  W.  King  had  171b.  12Joz.  jack  ; Nov  20,  Mr.  Norris, 
roach.  I should  like  to  see  as  many  numbers  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  compete  in  the  8>  >se  and  Crown 
competition  on  Dec.  9,  at  Windsor.  Me  mbers  can  t ake 
any  friends,  whether  they  belong  to  an  angling  society 
or  not ; tickets  Is.  each. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — On  Nov.  17  Mr.  Mendham 
weighed- in  roach  ; Messrs.  Lane,  Mayes,  and  Nolan  also 
had  fish, but  did  not  weigh.  On  Nov.  18,  Mr.  W.  _J. 
Talbot  weighed-in  roach,  and  Mr.  Head  reported  having 
flat  fish  from  Southend.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  Mr.  E.  A.  Fautley  (of  the  Peckham  Brothers 
Angling  Society)  for  presenting  us  with  a handsome 
illuminated  prize  list.  The  report  of  the  business^  trans- 
acted at  the  last  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers  Asso- 
ciation was  given  and  duly  accepted — Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society.  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.— On  Nov.  18,  our  members  wereaA 
work,  and  brought  home  a good  show  of  fish.  Mr.  HuR 
had  some  fine  roach  and  dace,  weighing  lOjlb. ; and  Mr. 
Vanhagran,  71b.  3oz.  of  roach  and  dace.  I hope  to  aee 
all  members  on  Thursday  next  f or  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing a new  working  member. — G.  P. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledoo- 
road,  N.-We  had  a nice  show  of  roach  on  Nov.  18  by 
Messrs.  Stebbings  and  Hoggett.  Will  secretaries  who 
received  books  of  tickets  for  C.  Ellis’s  benefit  let  me 
know  the  result,  as  we  wish  to  get  the  draw  off  next 


Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
— Several  members  journeyed  to  Kingston  on  Nov.  18, 
but,  of  course,  did  no  fishing.  It  was  a decided  novelty 
being  punted  from  Teddington  Lock  to  the  High-street 
to  reach  the  station.  Members  can  obtain  their  rules 
and  club  cards  by  applying  at  the  club  any  evening. 

F.  Ross.  . 

Crown  ana  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green.— The 
half-yearly  supper  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  28  ; supper  on  table  at  eight  o’clock  sharp.  Those 
members  who  have  not  sent  in  their  names  are  requested 
to  do  so  by  Nov.  21  at  the  latest;  all  those  members 
who  have  not  cleared  the  books  can  send  postal  orders 
to  me  by  same  date.  Several  of  our  members  attended 
at  the  Convivial  Anglers  for  the  return  visit,  but  were 
surprised  to  find  they  had  postponed  it  till  next  week.  I 
hope  some  of  our  members  will  be  there,  as  ours  follows 
next,  which  has  been  arranged  for  Tuesday,  Dec.  11. — 
W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Auglng  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Daloton. — On  Nov.  18  ten  members  again 
competed  for  the  Cnnstmas  prizes  on  the  Forty-guinea 
water.  Result:  Messrs.  Slade,  1st;  Spong,  2nd; 

Pocock,  3rd  ; Edwards,  4th  ; Love,  5th.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  he  competed  for  on  the  same  water  (same  con- 
ditions) on  Nov.  25.  On  Tuesday,  the  20th,  I had  a 
very  good  attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the 
Christmas  prizes  should  be  handed  to  the  respective 
winners  on  Dec.  18,  when  I hope  to  see  all  members 
present. — S.  Malby.  , 

Dulwich.  Waltonians.— The  second  smoking  con- 
cert at  headquarters  on  Friday  last  was  very  successful. 
Our  vice-president  occupied  the  chair,  and  during  the 
evening  our  late  secretary  was  presented  with  a testi- 
monial in  the  shape  of  a tackle  case  and  a purse  of  gold. 
Amongst  the  artistes  who  contributed  to  the  evening’s 
enjoyment  may  be  mention-id  Messrs.  Halls,  Baker, 
Conway,  Stagg,  Watton,  Toole,  Tracey,  Spearpoint, 
Winton,  Skinner,  F.  Lane,  Raraty,  &c.  There  were 
several  angling  clubs  present,  and  the  room  was  taste- 
fully decorated  with  cases  of  fish  and  fishing  rods,  &c. 
A vote  of  thanks  to  all  concerned  brought  a pleasant 
evening  to  a close. — Ed.  Moliere. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. 
—Messrs.  Ashmore  and  Dunford  have  had  some  capital 
roach  and  daco  from  the  Lea,  also  Messrs.  Collier  and 
Dyer  a good  show  of  roach  from  the  Cam,  other 
members  have  had  some  fair  takes  considering  the 
weather.  The  paper  which  Mr.  Jardine  has  kindly  pro- 
mised to  read,  on  Dec.  4,  will  be  entitled  “ Rambles 
along  Fish-full  Streams  and  among  Pike  Pools.”  lean 
promise  all  angling  friends  a very  enjoyable  evening,  if 
they  will  favour  us  with  their  presence.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  at  8 o’clock  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway,  Mr.  B. 
Wood  occupying  the  vice.  A committee  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  27.— J.  G.  Dyer. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.  On  Nov.  18,  Mr.  Phesay 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  131b.  3Joz.  : Mr.  Reucher, 
roach,  21b  9oz. ; and  Mr.  Claridge,  lib.  6oz.  Messrs. 
Lefever,  Killick,  and  others  had  fish.  The  fortnightly 
prize  on  Nov.  25  at  Roydon.  Committee  meeting 
Wednesday,  the  28th  inst. ; important  business.— 
W.  H.  Tuck. 


week.— W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W.— On  Nov.  18,  only  t vo  of  our  member* 
showed  fish,  viz.,  Messrs.  Ellins  and  Hill.  On  Tuesday 
last  the  first  of  our  monthly  concerts  t >ok  pi  ice,  and 
was  a perfect  success.  Our  next  eonc-rt  will  take  plajre 
on  Dec.  18.  Will  members  attenl  on  N iv  27,  to  settle 
details  of  our  Christmas  outing. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  In». 
Church- street,  Sboreditch.— There  were  only  two  prize* 
taken  on  Nov.  18,  by  Messrs.  Wutling  and  Riynor. 
The  remainder  to  be  fished  for  on  the  25th  inst.,  the 
members  to  go  where  they  choose.  The  mooibars  will 
fish  for  eight  special  prizes  on  Die  2 at  St.  Mirgirets; 
all  start  by  9 o’clock  train. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society  Dorset  Anns, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.  — On  Nov.  lo  Mr. 
J.  Grande  weighed  roach  and  dace,  and  IV.  Burling  one 
bream  2lb.  and  a nice  jack  of  81b  5oz.  G B'.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Soutbampton-street,  Ponton villc.-O-vjng 
to  the  extensive  floods  we  almost  exp  cted  a blank  on 
Nov.  18,  but  the  following  members  weighed-in  some 
very  nice  roach  and  dace  : J.  Osborne,  13  b.  6oz.  ; W . 
Parkin,  81b.  2oz. ; J.  A.  Fitch,  51b.  lloz.  ; H Dunoombe, 


lb.  14oz. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  post  of  honour 
ras  last  Tuesday  occupied  by  Mr.  E.  H Bciinley.  Tne 
allowing  reports  of  fishing  were  mu  le  : Messrs  Parker 
nd  Dyer,  at  Deal,  a large  quantity  of  c >d  and  whiting, 
ne  cod  of  171b.  and  another  of  10, b ; Mr.  Vine  and 
oatman,  601b.  of  codling  in  three  hours,  one  fish  of 
Silb.  ; Messrs.  Mignot  (father  and  son),  at  Deal,  on 
Tuesday,  751b.,  largest  171b. , and  on  Fridiy  sixty  fish; 
Ir.  A. ‘Wright,  51b.  of  roach  from  the  buff  dkStoar. 
)r  Brunton  presented  the  museum  with  a tty  in '-fish 
finch  had  been  preserved.  It  was  ons  of  the  lirger 
;ind,  and  measured  18in.  in  length.  On  Paosday  next 
27th)  there  will  be  a pike  competition  for  members 
n any  water.  The  prize  will  be  a p ko  rod  and  auia- 
ingham  bag,  given  by  Mr.  C.  K Turpin,  for  the  best 
ish,  to  be  either  weighed-in  or  certifie  l according  to  ui® 
ules  of  the  society. — James  Taylbr  . 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
)evon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Nov.  18  afesr 
nembers  were  out,  but  owing  to  the  tt  >oded  state  ot  the 
ivers,  met  with  bad  luck.  The  old  veteran  J.  Vvo  »uar a 
aved  us  from  a blank  with  some  very  nice  voish  none 
ho  Lea.  On  Thursday  several  members  tried  their  luck 
mt  no  success.  The  committee  eirnestlv  request  tbit 
nembers  will  attend  on  Thursday,  Nov.  21,  as  there  is 
ome  very  important  business  to  be  brought  torward.  - 
vi 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  IS 

dessrs.  Russell  and  Fish  took  som  > mce  r >ueh  a'1** 
iream  from  Dagenham.  Our  smoking  concert  in  an!  of 
he  A.  B.  S.  takes  place  on  Nov.  26,  when  I hope  to  see 
t good  attendance.  We  fish  for  Christinas  prizes  on 
-lov.  25  at  Witham.  Boundary,  the  Blue  Mdl  llri  Ige  ui 
he  first  stile.  Start  fishing  at  ten  ; cease  fishing,  4.39. 
-C.  T.  Russell.  , ,r  __ 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Dollington-road,  Isledon-road,  H Jlo  vay,  N..  Won  ad  ft 
-ery  fair  show  of  roach  on  Nov.  28,  weighed-in  by 
dessrs.  G.  H.  Rutherford  and  J.  C.  Webb,  als ) some 
ihub  by  Mr.  G.  Cornish.  (Donor3  of  Jprues  are  rfl 
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quested  to  send  same  in,  in  accordance  with  the  fol- 
lowing. Rule  20  : “ That  all  noason  prizes,  or  the  value 
thoreof,  he  handed  to  the  secretary  before  tho  end  of 
August.” — Kdw.  W.  Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
1,  K ingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — A few  of  our  members 
fished  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  18,  in  tho  Stort  at 
Burnt  Mill,  fouronly  being  won,  viz.  : (i.  Road,  1st  with 
perch  ; S.  Gillett,  2nd,  roach  ; W.  Midson,  3rd,  roach 
and  dace;  T.  llaycot,  4th,  perch.  Tho  remaining  prizes 
will  bo  fished  for  on  Nov.  25,  in  tho  River  Lea  from 
Ryo  House  to  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge.  Leave  London  by 
the  9.8  train  from  Liverpool-streot. — R.  Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  C'anonbury-road.- — Tho  following  weighed-in  on 
18th:  Messrs.  Barker,  jaok ; Hair,  jack;  and  Croker, 
roach.  It  was  decided  to  have  a conveyance  to  take  us 
to  Waterloo  Station  on  Nov.  25.  Start  from  Northern 
District  Post  Office,  Essex-road,  7.30  sharp.  Members 
absent  on  Tuesday  please  take  note. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  — The  half- 
yearly  distribution  of  special  prizes  took  place  on 
Wednesday  evening  (21st  inst.) ; to  celebrate  the  event 
the  members  and  friends  indulged  in  a “ leg  of  mutton  ” 
supper,  which  was  served  in  a very  nice  manner  by  our 
hostess,  Mrs.  Rogers.  Mr.  J.  Poole  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard.  The  prizes  pre- 
sented were  numerous  and  valuable,  and  a good  list 
was  given  to  be  fished  for  in  the  second  half  of  the 
season  ; following  this,  many  capital  songs  and  recita- 
t ons  were  given.  H.  Brett,  jun.,  was  the  accompanist. 
For  the  two  special  prizes  fished  for  in  the  Stort  on 
Nov.  18  only  one  member  (Mr.  T.  W.  Hale)  succeeding 
in  taking  the  required  weight.  Messrs.  Layton  and 
Garrard  weighed-in  roach  on  the  18th  inst.  The 
members  will  compete  for  two  special  prizes  on  Nov.  28, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters;  private  waters  barred.— H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
— On  Nov.  18,  Messrs.  G.  Bailey  and  A.  B.  Mason  saved 
us  from  a blank,  the  former  with  a 12oz.  roach  from  W. 
Drayton,  and  the  latter  a lloz.  perch  from  Hampton. 
Our  next  competitition  takes  place  on  Dec.  2 for  three 
prizes;  any  public  water,  punt  or  bank,  two  rods;  all 
■ fish  to  weigh  (bar  eels).  Next  meeting  on  the  28th, 
when  I hope  to  see  all  members  present. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  — On  Nov.  18  Mr. 
Richardson  saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  some  nice 
roach.  We  have  an  outing  at  Windsor  on  Dec.  2,  for  the 
prizes  not  taken  at  Woking  on  Nov.  11.  Our  Christmas 
outing  will  take  place  at  Taplow  on  Dec.  16  for  several 
good  prizes  : boundary  from  Maidenhead  to  Cookham 
Ferry  ; members  to  return  by  what  train  they  like  at 
night. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— The  Liverpool 

Angling  Association  have  just  successfully  accomplished 
the  importation  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  two  and 
three  year-old  grayling,  and  placed  them  in  our 
Knowsley  water.  They  had  a railway  journey  of  five 
hours  and  arrived  at  Liverpool  in  perfect  condition,  and 
were  a very  fine  lot,  as  most  of  them  would  have  been 
without  compunction  creeled  if  caught  when  angling. 
The  question  is,  will  they  thrive  in  a deep,  cold,  and 
pure  water  like  the  above,  and  this  is  what  we  want  to 
ascertain  with  certainty.  But  the  most  important 
question  is,  will  they  breed  in  such  a water,  and  this 
time  alone  will  tell  us.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
Blakey  for  seeing  to  the  fish  at  York,  and  to  Mr. 
Walbran  for  doing  ditto  at  Leeds.  I have  not  mentioned 
the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  supplied  the  fish  nor 
where  they  came  from  for  evident  reasons.  — Rd. 
Wo  ILFALL. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 

Yery  little  is  being  done  about  Liverpool  in  the  way  of 
angling,  this  is  on  account  of  the  weather  which  con- 
tinues to  be  of  a very  changeable  nature.  The  party  which 
should  have  journeyed  to  Chester  on  Nov.  18  were 
disappointed  owing  to  the  state  of  the  river,  which  was 
not  in  favour  of  successful  angling,  but  they  intend 
giving  it  a trial  on  Nov.  25. — James  Reynolds. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple,  Car- 
lisle-street,  Marylebone.— On  Nov.  18  Mr.  A.  Fisher  had 
a nice  take  of  dace.  Mr.  G.  Fisher  took  a jack  (whilst 
roach  fishing)  weighing  41b.  ljoz.,  which  has  been  sent 
to  Messrs.  Dunhill  and  Co.,  of  Euston-road,  for  pre- 
serving.— J.  Winsby. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — It  is 
requested  that  all  members  will  attend  the  club  meet- 
ing on  Monday,  Nov.  26,  to  settle  important  business. — 

J.  Long. 

North  East  Brothers  Angling  Society. — The 

following  members  were  out  on  Nov.  18  : Messrs.  C. 
Lamb,  sen.,  W.  Moye,  G.  Smith,  C.  Lamb,  jun., 

G.  Daycock,  jun.,  W.  Moore,  J.  Eaton,  and  A.  Lewis. 
We  fish  for  the  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  25  at  Bures. — 

A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.  — With  reference  to  my  last  report, 
that  Mr.  Anderton  had  perch  not  up  to  our  standard,  it 
should  have  read  ” not  of  the  standard  to  take  a prize,” 
and  I may  also  say,  for  the  benefit  of  those  gentlemen 
who  misunderstood  it  in  last  weok’s  Gazette,  that  the 
perch  weighed-in  was  up  to  our  standard  size.  Mr. 
Black  had  a nice  show  of  roach  on  the  21st.  We  fish  a 
mitch  at  Ware  on  Dec.  2 for  four  prizes;  members  to 
ehiw  fish  at  the  Bull  Inn  before  leaving  to — Greg. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
Bov,  E. — Sport  has  boon  very  bad  with  us  lately,  only 
a few  ef  our  members  having  fish.  On  Nov.  25  there 
are  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  Members  to  go 
where  they  like;  all  fish  to  weigh  bar  jack. — J.  H. 
Holden. 
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Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  Prince 
Albert,  Ma)io-streot,  Bothnal-groon. — We  fish  for  eight 
prizes  on  Nov.  25  at  Maldon;  pegged  down. — E. 
B ROCKETT. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  Tho  Fox,  Russell- 
streot,  Oxford-street,  E. — The  next  visit  on  the  No.  1 
Eastern  District  takes  place  at  our  society  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  4,  when  I hope  to  see  as  many  angling  friends  as 
can  make  it  convenient  to  come.  On  Nov.  18  our 
members  were  out  prize-fishing,  only  two  prizes  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  Cresswell  and  Torzer  ; the  remaining 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  25,  between  the  Pike 
and  Anchor  and  the  Swan  and  Pike.— W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Bouffler  weighed-in  perch 
and  roach  ; R.  Carr,  one  roach  from  the  Lea,  lib.  4oz., 
winning  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Bouffler.  We  fish  for 
our  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  9.  Go  whore  you  like  ; all 
fish  to  weigh  ; two  rods.  Mr.  Boxall  gives  half  a guinea, 
Mr.  Elbourn  bottle  each  gin  and  whisky  and  twenty- 
five  cigars,  making  with  Messrs.  Barrett’s  and  Harri- 
son’s four  prizes,  and  the  list  is  still  open. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  North-road.— Our  competition  is 
postponed  till  Dec.  2,  on  account  of  the  high  water  now 
prevailing.  Mr.  Dyer  was  proposed  a working  member. 
Will  members  attend  in  full  force  next  meeting  night  r — 
T.  H.  Mitchell. 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  The  Latimer  Arms, 
Waimer-road,  W. — Our  Christmas  outing  will  take  place 
on  Dec.  2 at  Uxbridge  ; all  members  to  go  by  train  on 
same  morning ; one  rod  only  ; jack  barred. — C.  H.  D. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street.— Several 
of  our  members  were  out  on  the  18th  inst.,  but  met  with 
very  little  sport.  On  the  21st  Mr.  Keene  had  a good 
show  of  jack  and  roach. — C.  H.  S. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Our  monthly 
outing  takes  place  on  Nov.  25  at  Langford.  Train 
leaves  Liverpool-street  at  8.25  a.m.  Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  18th,  but  returned  with  a 
blank  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers. — F. 
Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
street,  Marylebone.— On  Nov.  18  among  the  best  shows 
were  those  of  Mr.  Glover  and  Mr.  J.  Rickwood,  who  took 
some  very  good  jack.  Through  some  misunderstanding, 

I annnounced  in  last  week’s  Gazette  the  resignation  of 
our  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Holland.  I beg  to  say  such  is 
not  the  case,  for  which  I offer  an  apology. — R.  E. 
Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  — On  the  18th  inst.  a few  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  all  failed  to  get  fish.  We  fish 
our  Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  2,  from  Bourne  End  to 
Marlow  Lock,  usual  conditions.  Mr.  Smith  was  pro- 
posed as  a working  member,  Mr.  G.  Blondel  and  Mr.  F. 
Tatchell  were  proposed  as  hon.  members  ; these  gentle- 
men will  be  ballotted  for  next  meeting  night.  Several 
more  prizes  have  been  added  to  our  list,  which  now 
eclipses  all  other  seasons. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  White 
Bear,  King-street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s. — The  special 
general  meeting’of  Nov.  20  stands  adjourned  till  Tues- 
day, Nov.  27,  when  I hope  that  all  members  will  attend. 
— G.  Young. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Since  my  last  report  fish  have 
been  scarce,  but  water  abundant.  No  prizes  were  taken 
at  our  last  outing,  but  they  are  still  to  be  fished  for  next 
month.  I trust  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday 
night.  Our  headquarters  are  still  at  the  Nevill  Arms. — 
T.  G.  Laming. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  — On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Brink 
had  171b.  of  jack  (the  two  largest  51b.  9oz.  and  51b.  4oz.) 
and  4flb.  of  perch ; Mr.  Fletcher,  roach  ; and  Mr. 
Smales,  roach.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at 
Reading  on  Dec.  16. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — The  outing  for 
November  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Nov.  25  at 
Datchet : First  prize,  half-a-guinea,  presented  by  Mr. 
Giddy  ; second,  felt  hat,  Mr.  G.  Jeffrey  ; third,  felt  hat, 
Mr.  J.  Smith;  fourth,  volume  Answers,  proprietors; 
fifth,  knife,  Pearson’s  Weekly.  A very  enjoyable  visit 
took  place  on  Sunday  last,  when  our  members  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Cobden  A.S.  Our  list  of  prizes  for  the 
Christmas  outing  received  several  additions  on  Friday 
last. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Dart- 
nail  had  51b.  14oz.  roach  and  perch.  On  Nov.  25  we  fish 
for  two  prizes  at  Ware,  and  on  Wednesday  next  for  one 
prize  at  Bures.  Mr.  Dettmer  had  jack  on  Wednesday 
last.— J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

— A return  visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was 
paid  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  on  the 
21st,  and  I am  very  pleased  to  say  that  it  proved  a great 
success,  the  commodious  clubroom  being  crowded.  The 
following  clubs  responded  to  the  roll  call  : Bermondsey 
Brothers,  Second  Surrey,  Rodney,  Peckham  Brothers, 
United  Brothers,  Anglers’  Pride,  Grange,  St.  Albansand 
Excelsior,  Walworth  Waltonians,  Waggoners,  Black- 
friars,  St.  George’s,  Pixie  Brothers,  South  Bermondsey, 
Dulwich  Waltonians,  Albert  Piscatorials,  Gresham, 
Piscatorials,  Epsom,  Caxtonians,  St.  Marian,  New 
Albions,  City  of  London,  Ponge,  Firm  and  True,  Silver 
Trout,  St.  John’s,  Seymour,  Waltonians,  Alma,  and 
Anchor  and  Hope.  The  next  visit  will  bo  to  the  Peck- 
ham  Brothers,  notice  of  date  next  woek. — Alf.  Conn. 
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Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  40,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney. — On  Nov.  18,  the  following  weighed- 
in  (several  having  specimen  fish)  : Messrs.  Morgan, 
roach  and  dace ; R.  Ifuxell,  roach;  Woodford,  roach; 
Bolding,  roach  ; Dufldy,  perch  ; West,  roach  ; Chamber 
lain,  roach  ; Morrish,  roach. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Royal  Oak,  Glen- 
thorn-road,  Hammersmith. — On  the  18th  inst.  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Morris  weighed-in  jack  from  Wimbledon 
Lake,  the  largest  541b.  The  half-yearly  supper  took  place 
on  the  15th.  About  thirty  sat  down  to  a most  substantial 
repast  provided  by  Mr.  West,  of  King-street,  Hammer- 
smith, in  his  usual  excellent  style.  The  cloth  was 
cleared  about  ten  o’clock.  Mr.  Tom  Spurr,  our  worthy 
host  and  treasurer,  took  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  J. 
Harwood.  The  usual  toasts  were  proposed  and  responded 
to.  Several  professional  friends  and  members  of  other 
angliDg  societies  were  present,  and  helped  to  keep  things 
going  merrily  till  closing  time  (2  a.m.).  A most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford. — 

Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  Nov.  18  with 
the  following  result  : Mr.  H.  Tennell,  roach  ; J.  Burch, 
roach.  The  members  will  fish  a jack  and  perch  match 
on  Nov.  25,  for  several  money  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon", 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on  Nov.  18, 
but  only  one  had  fish,  Mr.  Martin,  roach.  We  had  a 
good  attendance  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the 
chair.  The  previous  week’s  minutes  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. Our  Christmas  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  2 at 
Datchet,  roving,  from  Albert  Bridge  to  Old  Windsor 
Lock  ; tow-path  only.  We  have  fourteen  prizes  up  to 
date,  including  a grand  prize  from  our  worthy  host,  Mr. 
G.  Clifford.  Members  may  enter  any  time  up  to  the 
morning  of  the  match  providing  they  see  the  secretary 
before  they  start.  Hon.  members  may  enter  in  this 
match. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea,  S.W.  — On 
Wednesday  last  the  members  of  the  above  held  their 
usual  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  C.  Coombe  presiding,  when 
Mr.  Peckham  was  elected  an  hon.  member.  A letter  of 
thanks  from  W.  H.  Brougham,  secretary  T.A.P.S.,  en- 
closing receipt  was  read,  thanking  the  members  for 
their  subscription  from  collecting  box  for  the  year  1894. 
On  Dec.  9 the  members  fish  a match  for  two  prizes  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Alexandra  and  the  club,  and  all  members 
wishing  to  take  part  are  requested  to  attend  the  meet-  g 
on  Wednesday  next.— E.  Sutehall.  tln 

Waltham  Brothers.— On  Nov.  18  Messrs.  Sharn- 
brook,  Chapman,  Lapwood,  Saville,  and  Edwards  had 
good  sport  with  roach,  dace  chub,  and  jack.  The 
prospects  are  now  more  favourable. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E. — On  Nov.  21  we  had  a 
good  muster  of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  Charles 
Pearson  weighed  in  a good  show  of  roach  from  public 
waters  81b.  12oz.,  the  largest  lib.  l^oz.  Wednesday 
next  is  a special  general  meeting  to  arrange  some  very 
important  business,  when  I trust  that  all  members  will 
be  present  at  9.30  the  latest.  Anyone  wishing  to  join 
an  angling  society,  we  have  room  for  few  more  new 
members. — C.  Hibble. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms. 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — A few  fish  were 
weighed-in  on  the  18tn  by  Messrs.  Sullivan  and 
Edwards.  On  the  25th  we  fish  a match  for  five  half- 
guinea prizes,  from  Carthagena  Weir  to  Rye  House 
Bridge  ; roving.  All  members  to  go  by  eight  o’clock 
train.  I hope  to  see  a large  attendance  next  meeting 
night  to  elect  two  auditors  for  the  half  year. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  the  18th  inst. 
the  following  weighed-in  fish : Mr.  T.  Kenny, 

81b.  l joz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  L.  Robathan,  31b.  7Joz.  ; Mr. 
W.  Stevens,  11b.  lOfoz.  of  roach  and  dace ; Mr. 
Swadling  also  weighed-in  roach.  We  fish  for  the 
Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  25;  go  where  you  like;  and  all 
hon.  members  are  invited  to  take  part  in  the  match,  none 
to  leave  for  fishing  till  same  morning. — R.  Lowthee. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  weighihg-in  as  follows  : Messrs.  F.  Cress- 
well,  roach ; J.  Hicks,  jack,  roach,  and  perch ; F. 
Ingram,  roach  ; and  W.  E.  Mathews,  roach. — P.  Smith. 


Baked  Pike. — The  dry  flesh  of  the  pike  is  much 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a forcemeat  made  of  eight 
minced  oysters,  two  anchovies,  two  ounces  of  suet,  three 
of  bread-crumbs,  mixed  herbs,  mace,  salt  and  pepper  to 
taste,  the  yelks  of  two  eggs,  and  six  tablespoonfuls  of 
milk.  When  thoroughly  mixed,  stir  in  a stewpan  over 
the  fire  till  it  thickens.  Scale  the  fish,  take  out  the 
gills,  wash  and  wipe  dry,  cut  it  open,  fill  with  the  force- 
meat, and  sew  up  ; then  skewer  the  tail  into  the  mouth, 
brush  the  fish  over  with  egg,  sprinkle  it  with  bread- 
crumbs, and  baste  with  butter ; put  it  into  a hot  oven, 
and,  when  nice  and  brown,  cover  with  buttered  paper 
that  the  outside  may  not  get  too  dry.  Serve  with  melted 
butter  or  anchovy  sauoe. 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books,  also  out  o 

print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of  Magazines,  <ftc.  Every 
number  of  “ Tue  Publishers'  Oiroulau  and  Booksellers, 
Record  " (published  every  Friday,  prleo  ljd.)  contains  advortiRo! 
ments  respecting  “ Books  Wanted,  and  announcements  of  now 
works.  A prospectus,  giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can 
be  had  by  sending  a post-card  request  for  it,  to  tho  Proprietors  of 
the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetter-lane, London. 
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Jingling  Jfijefutes. 

November  25.  ■ 

Blaokfriars  : Match  at  Pulborougli. 

Central  Finsbury  : Roving  match. 

Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Hampton. 

Dalston  : Match  in  Forty-guinea  Water. 

Enterprise  : Match  at  Roydon. 

Enterprise  Rovers  : Match  at  Ware. 

Good  Intent : Prize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Christinas  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Match  at  Rye  House. 

North-East  Brothers  . Match  at  Bures. 

( iriginal  Alexander : Match  at  Malden. 
Perseverance  : Match. 

Rodney  : Monthly  outing. 

St.  George’s  : Match. 

Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Ditcliet. 
South  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

United  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

Wenlock  : Match  at  Rye  House. 

West  Ham  Brothers : Christmas  prize  outing. 

November  26. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

Clissold  : A.B.  concert. 

Copenhagen:  A.B.  concert. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Concert. 

November  27. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Concert. 

Gresham  : Pike  competition — any  water. 

November  28. 

Convivial : Visit. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Supper  and  concert. 
Earlsfield  : Concert. 

Izaak  Walton  : Special  prize  outing. 

South  London  : Match  at  Bures. 

November  29. 

Islington  Brothers  : Supper. 


Deo.  2. — Allason  United  : Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  2. — Amicable  Brothers  • Match  at  Ware. 

,,  2 — Brompton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

,,  2.— Camden:  Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  2. — Cobden  : Roving  match. 

,,  2. — Good  Intent : Outing  to  St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  2. — Lady  of  the  Lake:  Competiton. 

,,  2. — Lincoln  : Prize  outing. 

„ 2. — North  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

,,  2. — Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

,,  2. — Queen’s  : Outing  to  Uxbridge. 

,,  2. — Royal  George  : Outiug  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  2. — Walthamstow  Brothers  : Match  in  “ Lady’s 

Water.” 

„ 2. — Waggoners  : Outing  to  Datchet. 

,,  3. — Islington  Brothers  : Visit. 

,,  3. — Piscatorial  Society:  Reading  by  Dr.  Pat- 

terson. 

„ 4 —Eagle  : Reading  by  Mr.  A.  G Jardine. 

,,  5. — Enterprise  Rovers  : Smoking  concert. 

„ 5.— Epsom  : Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen — 

“ Fish  Life  : Past,  Present,  and  Future.” 

,,  9. — Forest  Gate  Piscatorials:  Christmas  prize 

outing. 

,,  9. — Golden  Barbel : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  9. — Rose  and  Crown  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  9. — Walham  Green  : Matoli. 

,,  11. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Visit. 

,,  16. — Battersea  Friendly  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  16. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Outing  to  Windsor. 

,,  16. — Lincoln  : Match  at  Taplow. 

„ 16.— Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Reading. 


goffings  bp  Ifyc  pag. 

The  report  of  the  composition  and  quality  of  daily 
samples  of  the  water  supplied  to  London  for  the  month 
ending  October  31,  1894,  once  again  affords  an  accurate 
weather  record  of  much  greater  interest  to  anglers  than 
its  aide  compilers  ever  intended.  I learn  from  the 
report  that  the  rainfall  during  the  month  of  October,  at 
Oxford,  representing  the  Thames  Valley,  has  been 
3.97in.,  and  as  the  twenty-five  years  mean  for  the  month 
is2.56in.,it  follows  that  there  has  been  an  excess  of 
rain  amounting  to  1 41in.  Most  of  the  ram  fell  at  the 
latter  portion  of  the  month,  no  less  than  3 27in.  falling 
on  five  days,  the  24th,  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  30th,  the 
rest  of  the  month  only  having  0.7in.  of  rain.  The  effect 
of  so  much  sudden  downpour  is  to  wash  a certain 
amount  of  clay  into  the  river  from  the  adjacent  country, 
and  thus  introduce  suspended  matter  into  the  water. 
******* 

“ Suspended  matter  ” is  sufficiently  expressive. 
Anglers  know  that  its  presence  in  the  waters  they  fish 
is  generally  accompanied  by  a pleasing  lack  of  caution 
on  the  part  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  wherever  quiet 
lay-byes  out  of  the  main  stream  can  be  found.  At  pre- 
sent, however,  in  many  southern  counties,  anglers  will 
perforce  have  to  forego  their  sport  until  the  rivers  have 
been  again  tucked  up  comfortably  in  their  respective 
beds.  Even  when  that  much-to-be-desired  time  arrives, 
pleasurable  anticipation  of  big  bags  should  be  tempered 
by  helpful  compassion  for  many  poor  riverside  folks  to 
whom  the  inundations  have  brought  nothing  but  misery 
and  disaster. 

* * * * * * * 

To  assist  readers  to  realise  the  extent  of  the  recent 
visitation  of  moisture,  it  may  be  stated  that  an  inch  of 


rainfall  represents  100  tons  of  water  to  an  acre.  Surely 
we  may  now  reasonably  hope  that  the  clerk  of  the 
weather  will  consider  the  time  opportune  for  striking  an 
exact  balance  in  his  ledger  between  droughty  ’93  and 
“ demp  unpleasant”  ’94,  and  let  us  start  a new  account 
on  less  extreme  terms. 

******* 

I understand  that  the  London  County  Council,  with 
commendable  anxiety  for  the  future  needs  of  the  great 
metropolis,  is  about  to  expend  ,£10,000  in  inquiries  as 
to  providing  its  citizens  with  a new  water  supply. 
When  such  towns  as  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birming- 
ham, and  Glasgow  either  already  own  and  control  as 
municipalities  plentiful  supplies  of  pure  and  cheap 
water,  or  are  taking  active  measures  with  that  object  in 
view,  the  query,  “Why  should  London  wait”  for 
similar  advantages  ? is  one  of  peculiar  and  pressing 
significance. 

******* 

The  following  item  of  interest  also  appears  in 
the  October  water  report : “ In  the  least  clear  sample  of 
water  drawn  direct  from  the  standpipe  at  Shepherd’s 
Bush  into  a sterilised  tube,  there  were  detected  only 
twenty  colonies  (of  bacteria)  per  cubic  centimetre,  after 
cultivation  for  forty-eight  hours  in  nutritive  gelatine.” 
I wonder  what  would  be  the  result  of  similar  experi- 
ments with  samples  of  water  drawn  direct  from  the  Lea, 
say  at  Ware  “ boom,”  from  below  Tottenham  lock,  and 
from  the  Thames  at  Henley  during  the  regatta  ? 

* ****** 

At  the  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association  fifty-nine  clubs  answered  the  roll.  Mr.  R. 
Murphy  presided.  After  the  minutes  had  been  read  and 
confirmed,  a discussion  arose  as  to  the  cause  of  2cwt.  of 
fish  dying  which  had  been  netted  out  of  the  reservoirs. 
Various  reasons  were  offered,  and  feeling  ran  high,  but 
it  was  explained  to  the  meeting  that  the  best  that  could 
be  done  under  the  circumstances  was  done  by  the  band 
of  willing  workers,  and  that,  after  all,  2ewt.  was  not 
much  out  of  three  tons. 

******* 

The  men  who  were  charged  with  illegal  fishing  in  the 
Lea  are  to  be  prosecuted,  and  a celebrated  North 
London  lawyer  has  been  engaged.  The  visiting  officers, 
Messrs.  Harris,  Armstrong,  Tnorling.  and  Marring  gave 
satisfactory  reports.  An  angler,  affiliated  to  the  asso- 
cation,  had  been  charged  with  using  his  privilege  ticket 
for  business  purposes,  and  not  for  angling.  He  his 
been  expelled,  and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
have  received  the  excess  fare,  and  informed  that  both 
associations  will  vigilantly  guard  the  interests  of  the 
company. 

******* 
Twenty  copies  of  Mr.  Rooper’s  half-crown  book, 
entitled  “ Thames  and  Tweed,”  were  presented  to  the 
secretary  by  the  author  (through  the  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette).  The  author  received  a hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  gift.  A like  number  of  copies  has  been 
presented  to  the  Central  Association.  The  committees 
will  decide  upon  the  plan  to  be  adopted  for  their  dis- 
tribution. 

******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


Mr.  George  Hoyle, 

the  subject  of  our  sketch,  is  the  president  of  the  North 
London  Angling  Society,  and  also  a member  of  the 
Junior  Fly-fishers.  Ho  is  not  only  a successful  exponent 
of  the  art  of  bottom  or  coarse  fishing,  but  he  can  tie  a 
fly,  cast  a fly,  and  catch  and  land  his  salmon  and  trout 
with  one  here  and  there.  He  is  a frequent  contributor 
to  the  press,  and  has  made  himself  famous  as  a reader  in 
connection  with  his  “ Two  Rivers  of  the  West,”  which 
many  London  anglers  have  listened  to  with  intense  in- 
terest. The  lantern  is  brought  into  requisition  at  his 
lectures,  and  many  of  the  slides  in  his  possession  are 
both  costly  and  beautiful.  The  cause  of  angling  is  not 
likely  to  suffer  while  it  contains  such  men  in  its  ranks 
as  “ George.” 

******* 

Mr.  Ghurney  begs  to  acknowledge  the  sum  of 
10s.  3d.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Walham  Green 
and  Chelsea  Angling  Society  for  the  Anglers’  Benevo- 
lent Society,  and  10s.  Od.  from  the  North-East  Brothers 
for  the  Re-Stocking  Fund. 

******  * 

Tiie  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Rivers  Preservation  Fund 
acknowledges,  with  thanks,  one  guinea  as  a donation 
from  Dr.  Lewin.  I know  of  more  than  one  club  which 
have  a donation  in  hand.  Will  they  kindly  send  as 
soon  as  posssble  to  Mr.  Crumplen  ? Considering  the 
enormous  quantity  of  fish  which  have  been  lost  through 
the  Hood  a special  effort  should  be  made.  The  cause  is 


just — subscribe  yon  must  (I  mean  yon  should,  only 
“ should  ” will  not  rhymo  with  “ must  ”). 

******* 

The  Gresham  anglers  know  where  to  go  for  fish  when 
the  rivers  are  flooded.  Mr.  Parker  has  had  nearly  a 
fortnight’s  sea  fishing  at  Deal,  and  enjoyed  some  really 
grand  sport.  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Vail,  and  the  Messrs. 
Mignot  have  also  tried  their  best  to  make  fish  oheap  in 
London.  Amongst  their  catches  of  “ 601b.  in  three 
hours”  were  cod  of  101b„  lfi.jlb.,  171b.,  181b.,  and  (to 
Mr.  Mignot’s  rod)  one  of  191b.  The  latter  well-known 
“ salt  ” lost  a 301b.  conger,  which  “ bit  through  a think 
twisted  gut  trace,  and  broke  my  line.”  My  first  (and 
last)  course  at  Wednesday’s  dinner  was  fish  from  Deal, 
kindly  sent  me  by  Mr.  Parker. 

******* 

There  is  no  necessity  to  say  anything  here  about 
the  enthusiastic  meeting  at  the  Old  Kent-road  Pisca- 
torium.  The  “ salon  ” was  a sight  to  be  remembered— 
“ Standing-room  only  ” posted  up  before  the  proceed- 
ings commenced.  A full  report  appears  elsewhere.  The 
audience  had  a “ preliminary  cast”  of  the  Drury-lane 
pantomime  in  “ Little  Zola  ” (who  is  to  play  the  clown 
for  Sir  Augustus).  He  certainly  was  clever  and  funny. 
The  jocular  chairman  was  compelled  to  call  upon  him 
for  an  encore,  and  although  he  admitted  it  was  not 
quite  the  cheese,  upon  being  told  that  the  little  Zola 
was  “ Gorgonzola  ” his  “ mitey  ” scruples  were  set  at 
rest. 

******* 


The  Dulwich  Waltonians  had  a very  pleasant 
“ smoker  ” on  Friday  evening  last.  The  late  secretary 
was  presented  with  a tackle  case  and  a purse  of  gold, 
and  the  musical  talent  was  of  a high  order. 

******* 

The  Insurance  Piscatorials  will  hold  a grand 
“smoker”  on  Thursday  evening,  Nov.  29,  at  their 
commodious  headquarters,  Ye  Olde  Swan’s  Nest,  Great 
Swan  Alley,  Moorgate-street.  Commence  at  seven. 
*****  * * 

It  was  at  an  “ annual,”  when  good  fellowship  had 
been  passed  round  pretty  freely.  Towards  the  close  of 
a pleasant  evening  the  angler  who  was  down  for  a 
toast  was  down  altogether— that  is  he  was.  asleep.  A 
discussion  arose  as  to  the  desirability  of  waking  him  or 
calling  upon  a substitute.  A volunteer,  who  had  groat 
pleasure,  &c.,  in  assisting  a brother  angler,  &c.,  steadied 
himself  by  holding  on  to  the  table,  and  commenced  : 
“ Mr.  Shairman,  I say  let  lying  anglers  shleep.”  The 
volunteer  was  really  getting  on  very  nicely  when  he  was 
asked  to  transpose  the  last  sentence  into  “ Let  sleeping 
anglers  lie.” 

* • * * * * « 

Mr.  McFadyen,  of  the  Cuilfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  for 
the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  many  visitors  who 
annually  throng  Cudfail  Hotel,  has  introduce  1 the  game 
of  golf.  A course,  with  which  Mr.  Forgan,  of  the 
Glasgow  Golfing  Club,  expressed  himself  hignly  satisfied, 
was  completed  on  the  16th  inst. 

******* 

The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  is  ambitious.  Not 
content  with  the  early  success  it  has  obtained  by  rally- 
ing a large  number  of  anglers  round  its  banner,  it  is  now 
endeavouring  to  purchase  a stretoh  of  private  water  for 
the  sole  use  of  its  members.  Negotiations  are  in  progress 
for  some  water  within  easy  reach  of  Kingston,  and  if 
this  is  not  secured  another  offer  is  to  bo  placed  before 
the  society.  At  a special  general  meeting  held  at  the 
Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Monday,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  the  whole  question  of  acquiring 
private  water  was  discussed  and  resolved  upon. 

• **•••* 

There  is  a rumour  that  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran,  the 
well-known  Leeds  angler,  will  read  his  now  celebrated 
lecture  (illustrated  with  the  lantern)  before  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  Balloon  Society,  Conduit-street, 
London,  about  the  second  week  in  December. 

******* 

“ Rambles  along  Fish  Full  Streams  and  Among  Pike 
Pools  ” is  the  title  of  the  paper  to  be  read  before  the 
Eagle  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  4,  by  Mr.  A.  G. 
Jardine.  A concert  will  follow.  Tho  chair  will  be 
occupied  by  the  deservedly  popular  president,  Mr.  E.  I!. 
Ridgway. 

******* 

The  Tonbridge  anglers  (under  the  presidency  ot  Mr. 
C.  R.  Catchpool)  will  hold  a grand  smoking  concert  at 
the  Bull  Hotel  on  Nov.  28  (Wednesday  next).  An 
excellent  programme  has  been  arranged,  and  the 
energetic  secretary,  Mr.  R.  E.  Wedgwood,  extends  a 
hearty  invitation  to  all  honest  anglers. 

******* 

The  draw  for  prizes  in  Mr.  Watling,  sen. ’s  benefit  will 
take  place  on  Dec.  2.  The  cause  of  the  delay  has  been 
owing  to  the  books  coming  in  so  slowly.  It  is  hoped 
that  good  friend  Watling  will  derive  substantial 


benefit. 

* * * 


* * 


* 


* 


Overheard  at  Carter’s.  Customer:  “ Have  you 

any  live  bait?”  “Plenty.”  •‘Then  I’ll  take  two 
dozen.”  “Where  is  your  can?”  “I  have  no  can  ; 
haven’t  you  any  paper  ? ” 

******* 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (price 
2d.)  will  be  ready  on  Friday  evening,  Deo.  22.  A newly- 
designed  Almanack  for  1895  will  be  presented  with  this 
number.  The  illustrations  will  be  numerous,  and  the 
articles  on  varied  subjects  by-well-knowu  writers.  Order 
early,  as  an  unprecedented  sale  is  anticipated.  Tho  date 
is  Deo.  22. 

******* 


Paternal  affection  is  not  perhaps  the  precise  emotion 
that  one  would  be  disposed  to  look  for  in  tho  cold 
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blooded  frog,  Hut  the  Surinam  toad — of  which  no  Iohh 
than  ton  epooimnne  have  just  arrived  at  tho  Zoo— 
appears  to  exhibit  this  praiseworthy  attitude  of  mind 
towards  his  numerous  progony.  Whon  his  mate  lavs 
her  oggs,  tho  solicitous  father  places  them  carefully 
upon  her  hack,  where  in  duo  time  their  presence  causes 
an  irritation  that  produces  numerous  small  holes,  into 
which  the  eggs  forthwith  drop.  In  thoso  colls,  whioh 
from  mutual  pressure,  got  to  be  hexagonal,  like  honey- 
comb, the  young  frogs  aro  finally  hatched,  and  for  a bit 
soramblo  about  their  mother’s  back,  hiding  in  their 
nurserioH  whon  danger  threatens. 

***#### 

Tint  Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Sooioty  will  hold  a 
grand  “ smoker  ” at.  tho  Rose  and  Crown,  Lisson-street, 
Kdgware-road,  on  Tuesday  ovoninir  next,  Mr.  C.  Carter 
in  tho  chair,  Mr.  B.  Abrahams  vice.  Some  excellent 
talent  has  been  requisitioned. 

******* 

The  regular  entertainments  at  tho  Aquarium  are  of 
such  a.  character  that  it  is  impossible  to  beat  them  in 
London.  Mr.  Ritchie  has  cast  his  not  far  and  wide, 
and  has  brought  together  a wonderful  collection  of 
attractions.  Next  week  amongst  tho  fresh  comers  are 
that  vetoran  comedian  Jolly  John  Nash,  whose  fun 
never  grows  stale  : the  Mozarts,  who,  as  their  name 
would  imply,  can  bring  music  from  everything  they 
touch  ; Collier,  with  a performing  bull,  the  only  one  in 
the  world  ; and  many  other  clever  artistes,  too  numerous 
to  mention.  Despite  this  array  of  talent,  nothing,  how- 
ever, seems  to  eclipse  tho  marvellous  performance  of 
Adelina  (the  beautiful  gymnast),  or  tho  daring  feats  of 
the  two  little  Fitzroy  girls. 

******* 
Frog-catching  is  a leading  industry  along  the  river, 
and  tho  most  successful  operators  work  all  night  and 
sleep  in  the  daytime,  says  the  Toronto  Globe.  Their 
tents  along  the  river  are  silent  during  the  sleeping  hours 
of  the  forenoon,  but  at  night  the  swampy  shores  are 
alive  with  the  moving  lanterns  of  the  fishers,  or  rather 
the  froggers.  The  frogs  are  caught  with  an  ordinary 
fishhook,  and  the  most  successful  bait  is  a small  piece 
of  red  flannel.  The  operator  has  a reflecting  lantern 
fastened  in  the  bow  of  his  boat,  and  it  is  claimed  that 
the  light  makes  the  frogs  snappish  without  discrimina- 
tion. The  baited  hooks  are  passed  freely  among  them 
as  the  canoes,  punts,  skiffs,  and  rafts  are  pushed  and 
paddled  through  the  marshes.  The  frog-catchers  do  a 
profitable  business  with  the  Toronto  restaurants. 

* * . * _ * * * * 

Talking  of  millionaire  anglers,  says  the  Illustrated 
Sporting  and  Dramatic  News,  reminds  me  of  a story 
told,  of  the  late  Mr.  Peabody  and  his  old  fishing  com- 
panion, the  late  John  Bright.  They  used  to  rent  a bit 
of  the  Shannon  at  Castle  Connel,  and  one  day  they  ran 
up  to  Killaloe  for  a day’s  trolling  on  Lough  Derg.  Two 
of  the  head  boatmen  rowed  these  old  friends  from  early 
morn  till  dewy  eve,  but  not  a drop  of  the  “ cratur”  or 
even  a crust  of  bread  did  they  have  offered  them.  Worn 
out  with  a long  day’s  rowing,  the  boat  was  brought  to 
the  landing-stage,  and  John  Bright,  accosting  a police- 
man on  the  bank,  asked.  “ What  is  the  proper  price  to 
pay  these  men  for  a day’  work,  policeman  ? ” 

* * * * * * * 

The  officer  appealed  to  said,  “ Sometimes  they  get 
7s.  6d.,  and  some  gentlemen  give  them  10s.”  John 
Bright  felt  in  his  pocket,  and  then  said,  “Got  any 
change,  Peabody?  Pay  them  7s.  6d.,  and  I’ll  square 
with  you  afterwards.”  Mr.  Peabody  did  as  he  was 
requested,  and  the  boatman,  looking  at  the  three  half- 
crowns  in  bis  open  palm — after  the  manner  of  a London 
cabby — scratched  his  head  and  remarked,  “ The  people 
calls  ye  ‘ Pabody,’  don’t  they  ? But  I calls  ye  Pa-no- 
body,  for  that’s  yer  right  name  ! ” This  story  is  now 
told  by  every  boatman  on  the  lough,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  about  its  truth. 

******* 

Among  the  more  uncommon  and  recently  acquired 
inmates  of  the  Zoo  are  a pair  of  that  exceedingly 
remarkable  bird  the  “horned  screamer.”  One  of  the 
two  birds,  presumably  the  male,  has  a horn  just  in  the 
middle  of  his  forehead,  which  is  wanting  in  the  hen. 
There  has  never  at  any  time  been  a pair  of  these  fowls 
in  the  Zoo,  so  that  the  use  of  the  horn  is  a problem 
which  is  at  present  unsolved.  It  sqems  to  be  too  feeble 
to  be  used  by  the  male  for  the  purposes  of  correcting  his 
mate  or  disputing  her  possession,  were  there  any  chance 
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of  rivalry.  It  must  therefore  bo  supposed  that  this 
horn— a single  one,  be  it  observed — has  been,  so  to 
speak,  implautod  by  tho  hen.  All  vagaries  in  the  way 
of  male  adornment  are  apt  to  bo  put  down  to  the 
caprices  of  tho  female  bird.  A horned  bird  is,  however, 
one  of  tho  most  remarkable  products  of  female  selection] 
if  it  really  is  duo  to  that  stimulus. 

t ******  * 

Nkcehsitas  non  hahot  legem.”  What  true  fisher- 
man would  complain  of  too  much  water  when  he  oan 
openly  fish  into  a good  swim  without  fear  of  being 
charged  with  “buying”  the  fish?  It  is  to  be  hoped 
this  enthusiast  will  land  a crab.  “ Punt  barred,  house- 


irig  a moiety  of  tho  celebrated  Poul-olieve-aun,  or  Mill 
Pool,  heretofore  rented  by  the  late  lamented  Col. 
St.  John  Williams  (Westbourne  Gardens,  London), 
whose  somewhat  sudden  death,  a few  weeks  since, 
had  caused  very  general  regret  here  at  Killaloe, 
where  ho  was  revered  and  respected  by  all  classes.  Mr. 
W.  Young,  D.L.,  who  is  sole  lessee  of  the  Killaloe,  or 
Clare  side  of  the  river,  has  likewise  let  the  entire  of  his 
reserved  water— two  miles  in  extent  for  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  forthcoming  season.  Major  Colville,  Rifle 
Brigade,  and  party,  have  taken  February  and  March 
months.  Mr.  C.  II.  Walton  and  Mr.  Foster  Mortimore 
(London)  fish  the  same  water  from  April  1st  to  21st 
inclusive.  Then  Mr.  W.  Young  and  party  will  come  to 
fish  for  tho  remainder  of  that  month  and  the 
whole  of  May.  Dr.  J.  Itoyston  (Liverpool)  and  party 
have  taken  June  month;  and  another  party  of  English 
anglers  have  rented  the  fishing  for  July  and  August. 
It  is  rather  too  soon  yet  to  speculate  as  to  how  the 
spring  and  summer  salmon  and  grilse  fishing  will  turn 
out,  but  so  far  certainly  everything  is  in  its  favour. 
The  heavy  floods  have  brought  up  multitudes  of  fish, 
which  have  ascended  the  spawning  rivers  without 
obstruction  of  any  kind.  Very  many  of  these  will, 
we  hope  and  expect,  visit  us  again  in  the  spring  on 
their  return  from  the  sea.  Last  spring,  owing  to  weeks 
of  floods  and  storm,  the  salmon  fishing  all  along  the 
Shannon  was  very  indifferent.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe. 


top  only ,”  must  have  been  the  order.  I think  it  will  be 
quite  safe  to  assert  that  the  life-buoy  (or  float)  is  being 
piloted  by  one  whose  own  domicile  is  far  from  the 
sureing  flood.  May  he  never  have  another  such 
opportunity.  Dragnet. 


GREE1N  W1UH.  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Our  new  club-room  will  be  ready  by  next  week,  and 
by  way  of  a house-warming,  our  host,  Mr.  Murrin,  gave 
his  inaugural  banquet  last  Wednesday  evening  W Fox 
Batley,  Esq.,  chairman,  and  G.  H.  Dowsett  in  vice-chair 
and  a most  excellently  cooked  and  well  served  affair  it 
was,  about  140  covers  being  laid,  and  the  room  was  full 
followed  by  an  excellent  concert,  in  which  Messrs.  P 
Wilkes,  A.  Stone,  E.  Walford,  Coomber,  and  J.  Frost 
Lambert  were  signally  successful,  and  in  the  humorous 
department,  Messrs.  Walter  HeDgler,  Ben  Albert,  and 
bid.  Carter,  were  received  with  acclamation  The 
cornet  solos  of  Mr.  E.  Whittaker  also  were  much  ap- 
predated.  ^ 

During  the  last  week,  owing  to  the  rivers  being  out  of 
condition,  several  members  turned  their  attention  to  sea 
fishing,  and,  among  others,  Messrs.  Dendry  and  Ford 
paid  a visit  to  Deal,  and  from  the  pier  succeeded  in 
landing  between  them  about  751b.  of  whiting  an  codling 
including  cod  of  71b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  and  51b. 

Mr  Dendry  also  had  a day  on  the  Medway,  and 
showed  in  the  result  a nice  tray  of  a dozen  roach 
amongst  them  being  one  of  lib.  2Joz.  G.  J.  Toynbee. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  (THAMES) 
COMPETITION. 

At  the  last  committee  meeting,  held  in  the  committee 
room,  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road 
fetation,  the  secretary  announced  the  receipt  of  cash 
from  various  society’s  up  to  date,  and  hopes  all  societies 
that  still  retain  the  competition  books  will  forward 
them  on  to  him,  so  as  the  committee  can  state  the  full 
amount  payable  to  the  A.B.S.  The  receipt  of  cash  from 
the  various  societies  will  also  be  published.  Com- 
munications should  he  addressed  to  the  secretary  B 
Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 


ANGLING  AT  KILLALOE. 

Although  the  angling  season— 1895— is  still  some 
nine  or  ten  weeks  ahead,  yet  nearly  all  of  thelpreserved 
salmon  and  trout  water  at  both  sides  of  the  river  at  this 
station  has  been  secured  by  various  parties  of  English 
anglers  Major  Treherne  has  re-taken  for  a term  of  five 
yla-uie  ,ne  s^retch  of  water  on  the  Tipperary  shore, 
which  ho  has  fished  for  several  seasons  past;  he  has 
also  taken  for  a like  period  the  preserved  beats,  includ- 


CAUGHT  BY  A FISH. 

When  a person  starts  out  to  catch  a fish  it  seldom 
happens  that  the  fish  catches  him.  Yet  this  was  the 
case  of  Peterj Willman,  of  Jamestown,  N.Y.  Chautauqua 
Lake,  near  that  city,  is  noted  the  world  over  for  its 
large  and  fine  masealonge,  sometimes  weighing  as  high 
as  501b.,  and  it  was  with  one  of  these  monster  “ lunge  ” 
that  Mr.  Willman  had  his  experience.  This  is  the  story 
as  told  me  by  an  eye-witness  : 

Mr.  Willman  and  Mr.  Wilson,  afriend  of  his,  went  up 
the  lake  to  troll  for  masealonge.  The  day  was  fine,  the 
waves  were  dancing  in  the  noonday  sun  as  these  two 
friends  stepped  into  their  little  trolling  boats  and  rowed 
out  on  to  the  lake.  They  had  fished  for  some  time,  and 
were  some  distance  apart  trolling  over  the  weeds  around 
a small  island  near  the  centre  of  the  lake.  Mr.  Willman 
had  his  trolling  line  tied  to  his  leg.  On  a sudden  he  felt 
a mighty  pull  at  the  other  end  of  the  line,  as  if  he  had 
hooked  a mule  that  pulled  at  the  halter.  He  hung  to 
the  seat  of  the  boat  to  keep  from  being  pulled  over- 
board. After  a time  the  fish  eased  up,  and  Mr.  Willman 
began  to  haul  in  line.  The  fish  came  along  all  right  till 
he  saw  the  boat,  which  seemed  to  excite  him  somewhat, 
and  he  suddenly  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  go  the 
other  way,  which  he  did  until  he  came  to  the  end  of  the 
line,  when  he  did  not  stop,  but  towed  the  boat  around 
for  a while.  He  soon  tired  of  this,  and  Mr.  Willman 
nulled  him  up  again  and  succeeded  in  hauling  him  into 
the  boat.  Then  a fierce  struggle  took  place.  Some  of 
the  time  Mr.  Willman  was  on  top,  sometimes  the  fish. 
Both  got  excited  and  capsized  the  boat. 

Here  the  advantage  lay  with  the  fish.  He  towed 
Willman  away  from  the  boat  and  proceeded  to  do  him 
up  with  the  line.  He  swam  round  and  round  his  body, 
passed  between  his  legs,  till  he  had  him  laced  up  like  a 
shoe.  In  the  meantime  Willman  had  taken  a death  grip 
on  one  of  his  oars  that  was  floating  by.  Wilson  saw 
the  struggle  that  was  going  on,  and  started  to  the 
rescue.  When  he  arrived  on  the  scene,  Willman  was 
out  of  sight.  He  saw  the  handle  of  an  oar  come  up 
which  he  grasped,  and  pulled  up  and  found  Willman 
holding  to  the  other  end  for  life.  His  eyes  were 
set,  and  as  he  pulled  him  into  the  boat,  his 
head  fell  back,  and  to  all  appearances  life  was 
extinct.  Wilson  went  to  work  to  bring  him  to, 
which  he  succeeded  in  doing  in  a short  time.  He 
unwound  the  line  from  Willman’s  body  and  legs,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  the  fish,  which  was  out  with 
about  fifteen  feet  of  line.  He  landed  the  fish,  which 
was  nearly  exhausted  by  its  efforts  to  drown  Willman 
and  regain  his  liberty.  Only  for  the  timely  arrival  of 
Wilson,  Willman’s  name  would  have  been  MoGinty 
The  fish  weighed  38Jlb.  The  above  may  read  a little 
fishy,  but  this  scene  actually  happened  on  Chautauqua 
Lake  Sept.  12,  1894. 

Frank  W.  Cheney,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


See  my  announcement,  page  ill.,  “ WHITAKER  page  xxxii 
“ IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEARBOOK”;  page  11.,  “A.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH, ” &c. 


Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Geserally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


THE 

CHRISTMAS  NUMBER 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

WILL  BE 

READY  ON  FRIDAY,  DEC.  21. 

It  will  contain  Articles  by  well-known  writers, 
and  be  fully  Illustrated. 

A NEWLY- DESIGNED  ALMANACK  FOR  1895  WILL  BE 
PRESENTED  GRATIS  WITH  THIS  NUMBER. 

ALU  AYS  ONE  Pit  ICE TWOPENCE. 
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November  24,  1894] 

ANCHOR  AND  HOPE  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

Presentation  to  a Member. 

A crowded  gathering  of  anglers  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day night,  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Socioty,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  a testimonial  to 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  which  had  been  subscribed  for  in  lieu  of  a 
silver  cup  he  had  won,  but  which  was  withheld  by  the 
donor  on  the  ground  that  it  had  not  been  fished  for 
under  the  conditions  he  had  laid  down.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
presided,  and  the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  it. 
Matthews.  The  chairman  was  supported  by,  among 
others,  Dr.  Brunton  and  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary 
Central  Association),  G-  H.  Howard  ( Fishing  Gazette ), 
J.  Jeffery  (Epsom),  H.  Patman,  Field  (Penge),  W J. 
Crisp,  A.  Conn,  W.  Fowler,  D.  Davis,  H.  Mallett, 
W.  Mallett,  Bisley,  A.  Elston,  J.  Marks,  &c.  In  all 
there  were  thirty-one  different  angling  societies  repre- 
sented, and  the  proceedings  were  of  a very  enthusiastic 
character. — The  Chairman,  in  making  the  presentation, 
explained  the  object  of  the  gathering,  and  said  the 
feeling  which  prevailed  in  that  room,  and,  he  might  say, 
throughout  the  angling  world,  was  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
honourably  won  the  prize  they  had  heard  so  much  talk 
about.  There  had,  however,  been  some  misunderstanding 
in  the  matter,  as  the  donor  considered  the  conditions 
under  which  the  cup  was  fished  for  were  not  what  he  antici- 
pated. That  gentleman  bad,  however,  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  and 
had  heard  the  conditions  read  out,  and  he  (Mr. 
Crumplen)  thought  it  was  quite  clear  that  those  were 
the  conditions  under  which  the  club  fished  for  the  prize. 
For  that  reason,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  he  had  come 
there  that  evening  to  say  that  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
were  right  in  endeavouring  to  recoup  the  member 
who  had  so  ably  won  the  prize  under  the  conditions 
which  the  society  believed  the  prize  was  offered, 
and  he  had  a double  pleasure,  therefore,  in  handing 
the  testimonial  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  same  having  been  sub- 
scribed for  by  a large  number  of  persons.  (Applause.) 
The  prize  was  to  have  been  in  silver,  now  it  was  m 
gold.  They  all  knew  how  silver  had  depreciated  of  late 
years  (laughter),  and  he  was  quite  of  the  opinion  that 
Mr.  Jones  had  got  in  intrinsic  value  a much  better  prize. 
Mr.  Jones  bad  been  out  a considerable  number  of  times 
to  fish  for  the  prize,  and  he  (the  chairman)  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  lie  was  entitled  to  it.  He  thought  it  was 
a credit  to  the  angling  fraternity  for  having  stepped 
in  in  the  manner  they  had  done.  He  was  sure 
Mr.  Jones,  an  old  member  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  was 
doubly  deserving  of  the  testimonial,  and  he  had  now 
very  great  pleasure  in  handing  a handsome  gold  chain 
to  him,  which  he  hoped  he  would  long  continue  to  wear, 
and  he  trusted  that  he  would  long  remain  a credit  to 
the  club  to  which  he  belonged,  and  to  the  angling 
fraternity  at  large.  He  (the  chairman)  had  also  another 
pleasing  duty  to  perform,  and  that  was  to  present  to 
Mr.  H.  Mallett  (the  “runner-up”  for  the  cup)  with  a 
roach  pole,  which,  he  felt  sure,  he  also  was  thoroughly 
deserving  of. — Mr.  Jones,  who  was  loudly,  cheered, 
heartily  thanked  those  present  for  their  kind  testi- 
monial. Mr.  H.  Mallett  also  suitably  acknowledged  the 
presentation  made  to  him.  The  roll  was  then  called 
by  Mr.  A.  Conn,  members  of  thirty-one  clubs  responding. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  subsequently  proposed  a hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  for  having  made  the  presenta- 
tion, which  wa3  seconded  by  Mr.  Howard,  and  unani- 
mously carried,  Mr.  Crumplen  being  received  with 
musical  honours.  A vote  of  thanks  was  also  passed  to 
the  vice-chairman,  after  which  Mr.  W.  Fowler,  on  behalf 
of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Club,  returned  the  members' 
hearty  thanks  for  the  way  in  which  they  had  been  sup- 
ported that  evening. 

In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  some  excellent  songs 
were  given  by  Messrs.  W.  G.  McCrombie,C.  Hughes,  T. 
Angliss,  J.  Horton,  Bert.  Edwards,  A.  Tassall,  Little 
Zola,  G.  Francis,  &c.  Mr.  Hoadley  performed  some 
capital  banjo  solos,  while  Master  Victor  Marks  gave  an 
exhibition  with  the  Indian  clubs,  and  Masters  Mowatt 
and  Elston  played  a pianoforte  and  violin  duet.  Mr. 
Judge  was  an  able  accompanist. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which 
is  supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Kegistered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge 
to  our  readers. 

W.  Adams,  of  Glasgow,  for  “Improvements  in  and 
relating  to  trawl-net  fishing.” 

W.  Warry,  of  Dart  an’  Moor,  Totnes,  Devon,  for 
“ An  improved  clearing  hook  for  anglers.” 

W.  M.  James,  of  Criterion  Works,  Redditch,  for 
“Improvements  in  spring  hooks  applicable 
for  the  furnishing  of  baits,  flies,  and  insects 
for  fishing  purposes.” 


Foreign  Competition  is  often  declared  to  be  the  cause  of 
much  of  the  suffering  in  this  country,  and  we  are  told  that  the 
number  of  foreigners  in  England  make  it  very  difficult  lor  the 
Englishman  to  get  a living.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certainly 
true  that  the  presence  of  foreign  matter  in  the  blood  endangers 
the  health  of  the  whole  Rystem.  To  purify  the  blood  and  to 
correct  disorders  of  the  liver  and  stomach,  the  only  certain,  safe, 
and  agreeable  medicine  is  Holloway’s  Pills.  It  you  suffer  from 
gout,  rheumatism,  or  lumbago,  scalds,  burns,  or  similar  evils,  you 
must  use  with  the  least  possible  delay  Holloway’s  Ointment. 
For  over  half-a-century  these  famous  remedies  have  been  the 
faithful  friend  of  man. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  committee  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on 
Nov.  15.  A discussion  took  place  upon  the  names  of 
members  receiving  assistance  from  the  funds  being 
placed  on  the  balance  sheet,  but  it  was  resolved  only  to 
print  the  names  of  the  deceased  members.  Angling 
in  the  whole  of  the  rivers  round  and  about  Birmingham 
has  been  out  of  the  question  owing  to  their  flooded 
state,  but  the  weather  has  now  changed  for  the  better. 
The  specimen  fish  competition  promoted  by  Mr.  E. 
Griffiths,  of  the  Mint  Tavern,  Toknield-street,  for  roach 
and  perch  taken  within  a radius  of  forty  miles  from 
Birmingham  by  members  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
is  not  being  patronised  as  Mr.  Griffiths  would  wish.  The 
prizes  offered  are,  <£1  for  the  heaviest  roach,  10s.  for  the 
second  heaviest,  and  7s.  Gd.  for  the  heaviest  perch.  The 
competition  closes  on  Dec.  22.  The  Camden  Society 
have  decided  during  the  winter  months  to  hold  concerts 
after  the  usual  business  of  the  club  is  concluded.  The 
committee  will  be  pleaded  to  welcome  any  membera  of  the 
association  who  may  think  fit  to  give  them  a look  in. 
The  Vine  Unity  also  intend  adopting  the  same  plan,  and 
an  open  concert  will  he  held  on  Dec.  4.  The  Hearts  of 
Oak  Society  hold  their  musical  and  social  evenings  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

FROM  T HE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 
Pike  fishing  is  now  getting  into  full  swing  in  the  Fen 
district.  Last  week’s  heavy  rains  have  done  good  in 
one  respect,  for  they  have  cleared  away  much  of  the 
weed  which  had  previously  interrupted  sport,  and  better 
trolling  will  now  be  had.  Those  who  have  been  at  work 
since  the  waters  subsided  have  already  noticed  an  im- 
provement in  sport,  and  some  nice  lots  of  pike  were 
taken  towards  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of 
this.  Subscribers  to  the  Spalding  Association  waters 
have  recently  been  enjoying  capital  sport  amongst  the 
pike,  and  favourable  reports  also  come  from  the  Witham. 
Roach  fishermen  still  continue  to  operate,  and  although 
the  season  is  getting  advanced  for  bottom  fishing,  some 
good  bags  are  being  made. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  the  river  has  been  very 
much  flooded,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  fish  taken 
in  the  upper  stretches,  little  has  been  done.  On  the 
Market  Weighton  canal  Mr.  J.  Fisher  and  friend  have 
had  a few  good  bream,  one  fish  weighing  a little  over 
31b.  ; a tench  was  also  taken  out  of  one  of  the  Sbaddle- 
thorpe  Delves,  weighing  21b.  loz. — The  members  of  the 
Universal  A.S.  will  hold  a general  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Nov.  27. — The  River  Hull  A.S.  held  their 
annual  general  meeting  at  the  Sandringham  Hotel  to 
elect  officers,  &c.,  for  the  season  1895.  The  Hull  Social 
A.S.  will  hold  a general  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Nov.  27.— The  annual  dinner  of  the  Victoria  A.S.  will 
take  place  on  Dec.  1,  and  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Hull 
Ramblers  A.  A.  on  Dec.  6. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  is  now  virtually  at  an  end,  and  a retrospect 
of  the  season  leaves  nothing  but  the  fact  that  the  year 
1894  has  been  one  of  disappointment  and  frequent  want 
of  success,  with  only  a few  rifts  in  the  cloud.  Spawning 
in  most  of  our  streams  commenced  fully  three  weeks 
later  than  usual,  both  with  salmon  and  trout,  generally 
under  favourable  conditions,  though  the  Lmne  feeders 
showed  an  exception  to  this  rule.  Early  in  the  spring 
a number  of  fine  char  were  netted  from  Windermere 
and  safely  transferred  to  Coniston  to  replenish  the  lake 
there,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  pike  were  also 
destroyed  in  the  first-named  water. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Anglers’ 
Association  was  held  on  the  20th.  The  business  of  the 
evening  included  a paper  by  Mr.  John  Thompson,  on 
“ Lake  Vyrnwy,”  and  the  nomination  of  officers  lor  tne 
ensuing  year.  The  annual  banquet  will  take  place  on 
Dec  18  Mr.  F W.  Laylor  is  the  fortunate  winner  of 
the  Challenge  Cup  and  Gold  Medal  of  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society,  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson  and  Dr.  Spencer 
running  well  up  in  the  second  and  third  places,  the 
Manchester  Centre  of  the  Provincial  Anglers’  held  a 
meeting  on  the  14th  for  the  despatch  of  business,  the 
balance-sheet  being  an  important  factor.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hall,  Stalybridge,  has  added  a further  supply  of  1400 
good  fish.  Fishing  is  very  much  off  on  account  of  the 
wretched  weather.  When  are  the  officials  of  various 
fisheries  going  to  insist  on  a larger  standard  of  hsh 
being  sent  to  our  markets?  It  is  a crying  shame  to  see 
bushels  of  perch  in  Manchester  offered  for  sale,  not 
more  than  Gin.  long,  and  not  one  fourth  so  big  as  that. 
For  food  they  cannot  pay  for  cooking,  and  our  waters 
must  suffer  by  such  wholesale  slaughter  of  what  are 
very  little  removed  from  fry. 

FkOM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Winter  fishing  in  Leicestershire  has  opened  in  a most 
auspicious  manner,  the  rains  which  proved  so  welcome 
to  most  parts  of  the  country  having  materially  helped  to 
increase  the  prospects  of  good  sport,  and  notwithstanding 
that  the  hours  available  for  fishing  are  very  short,  the 
takes  have  been  of  a very  satisfactory  nature.  -Ihe 
fishing  in  the  Leicester  Society’s  water  has  been  chiefly 
near  the  town  ; the  canal,  which  is  now  bank  full,  and 
of  good  colour,  affording  anglers  any  amount  of  sport 
among  the  roach  and  perch.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
extremely  dull.  The  low  lying  Wreake  Valley  has 
suffered  very  much  from  the  heavy  storms,  the  waters 
being  over  the  banks  for  miles.  Late  in  the  week  there 
were  prospects  of  a change  in  the  shape  of  a frost. 


FROM  NORFOLK.  . 

Owing  to  the  unusual  amount  of  rain  that  loll  last 
week  the  waters  liavo  been  thick  this  week  on  both 
rivers  and  broads,  consequently  scarcely  anything  has 
been  done  by  anglers.  A fow  small  pike  have  been 
taken  on  Wroxham  and  Salhouse  Broads,  and  some 
roach  have  been  secured  at  Horning,  together  with 
some  perch  which  were  caught  in  the  slack  waters  at  tne 
edge  of  the  stream.  The  waters  are  now  clearing 
rapidly,  and  anglers  are  now  thinking  of  making 
onslaughts  on  the  jiike. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  continues  of  an  unsettled  character,  but 
the  high  waters  of  the  Trent  have  disappeared,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  river  was  in  fine  condition  lor 
nearly  all  descriptions  of  angling.  In  the  °awley 
length  a pike  of  121b.  was  got  with  live  bait  by  Mr. 
Sharpe.  Grand  lots  of  roach  were  secured  m the 
centre  portion  of  the  Weston  reach  by  Messrs.  A. 
Fewkes,  J.  Theaker,  and  P.  Wilson.  Coarse  fishing 
has  improved  in  the  waters  nearer  Nottingham.  Un 
Tuesday  night  the  prizes  won  by  the  members  ot  the 
Wellington  Society  during  the  summer  season  were  on 
view  at  the  Wellington  Hotel  for  selection  and  on  the 
following  evening  the  half-yearly  banquet  was  held, 
when  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful  com- 
petitors. Recently  many  new  members  have  been 
admitted  into  the  society,  which  is  in  a highly  flourish- 
ing condition,  thanks  to  the  untiring  energy  ot  Mr. 
Harry  Spray,  the  hon.  sec. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  waters  are  now  settling  nicely  after  the  heavy 
rains,  but  the  fish  have  not  been  on  the  feed  to  any 
extent,  and  discouraging  reports  are  received  from  all 
parts.  I heard  of  one  good  catch  of  chub  and  dace.  On 
the  Trent  things  are  quiet,  and  only  occasional  baskets 
have  been  secured.  The  Fens  have  also  proved  very 
unproductive.  In  the  Derwent  and  Wye  grayling  wen 
off  their  feed,  but  are  now  coming  on  again,  and  given 
some  good  sharp  frosty  nights,  these  streams  will  give 
some  excellent  sport. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Heavy  floods  have  prevailed  in  this  district  of  late, 
and  many  acres  of  land  have  been  flooded,  so  that  under 
these  conditions  angling  has  not  been  practicable  in  tne 
running  water.  Lake  fishing,  however,  is  at  all  times 
open  to  the  angler,  and  better  sport  than  some  ot  the 
larger  sheets  of  water  in  Shropshire  provide  could  not 
be  wished  for.  The  Severn  is  now  settling  down  into 
good  order  and  the  pike  should  run  well  Some  good 
perch  have  been  recently  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  o 
Uffington.  The  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society 
arranged  an  outing  to  Sundorne  for  Thursday  in  this  week, 
and  a dinner  at  the  Corbett  Arms  in  the  evening. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rain  during  the  last  week  caused  the  rivers 
and  brooks  to  overflow  their  banks,  and  thousands  ot 
acres  of  land  have  been  under  water,  and  in  some  places 
roads  have  been  impassable.  The  Severn  is  sinking 
rapidly,  but  Tome  and  Avon  is  still  much  swollen  and 
thick,  and  the  heavy  rain  of  yesterday  will  tend  to  keep 
it  up,  but  I trust  we  shall  soon  have  a spell  of  fane 
weather  for  the  benefit  of  the  land  and  anglers.  there 
has  been  no  angling  done  during  the  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

An  important  scheme  of  amalgamation  has  been 
mooted  at  Harrogate.  To  give  everyone  their  due  it 
owes  its  origin  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Tiplady,  and  as  I under- 
stand the  proposal,  it  is  suggested  that  the  whole  ot  the 
river  Nidd,  from  Nidd  Viadu«t  or  Kilhnghall  Bridge 
up  to  Pateley  Bridgo  or  higher,  should  be  under  the 
control  of  an  amalgamation.  The  anglers  residing  in  the 
vicinity  to  pay  10s.  Gd.  per  annum  for  the  privilege  ot 
fishing  ; weekly  and  daily  tickets  to  be  issued  at  5s. 
each.  It  is  further  proposed  that  special  tickets  be 
given  to  riparian  owners.  If  the  scheme  could  be  carried 
'nto  existence  it  would  undoubtedly  prove  beneficial. 
Captain  Greenwood,  an  extensive  riparian  owner  in  the 
listrict,  will,  in  the  event  of  the  ideal  becoming  real,  ,® 
isked  to  become  president.  More  freshes  have,  this 
veek,  interfered  with  angling.  With  respect  to  the 
Rye  and  Derwent,  I am  told  that  towards  the  close  of 
astweek,  and  th&  earlier  part  of  the  present,  some  good 
iport  has  been  experienced  amongst  the  grayling.  Hut, 
iwing  to  the  rainfall,  rods  will  not  be  out  until  the 
ivater  has  settled  somewhat.  Conditions  may  be  more 
’avourable  on  Saturday. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK.— Heavy  rains  and  consequent  floods  continue 
throughout  the  country.  Large  numbers  of  salmon  are 
running  up  on  all  the  earlier  spawning  rivers.  So  tar 
the  season  has  been  as  favourable  as  conld  be  desired 
as  far  as  spawning  is  concerned.  Very  little  sea  angling 
bas  been  practised  lately,  owing  to  bad  weather. 

KERRY.— Owing  to  the  heavy  rams  all  the  lakes  are 
abnormally  high.  Waterville  lako  is  especially  so  and 
this  water  has  now  overflown  far  over  tho  arable  fields 
on  the  southern  and  western  shores.  Salmon  are  still 
very  numerous  in  the  lake,  and  many  of  thorn,  it  is  now 
well  known,  spawn  annually  in. this  water,  and  do  not 
push  up  into  the  rivers.  Spawning  salmon  are  reported 
very  numerous  in  the  Cummeragh,  and  the  watchers  are 
now  assisted  in  their  work  on  this  water  by  a party  ot 
constabulary  stationed  at  Derriana  Lodge. 

LIMERICK.— The  spawning  season  has  commenced 
very  auspiciously  on  the  waters  of  this  J1 

consequence  of  heavy  and  continuous  floods  le  s 
were  induced  to  ascend  to  the  spawning  grounds  earlier 
than  usual,  and  if  all  accounts  to  band  are  correct  there 
would  appear  to  be  more  than  the  average  amount  ot 
fish  on  the  different  spawing  grounds. 


520 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[November  21,  1894 


SALMON  FISHING. 

PAJTMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

InXOKLLHNT  SALMON  and  TIIOUT  PIHIIINO  on 
lj  NORTH  KHK.  FRICK  to  Hotel  Vial  tom.  H«mI(1mi 
the  Hotel  water,  the  Mulondld  Trouttng  Streama 
or  Gleneak,  In  which  Trout  of  good  alee  and  quality 
abound,  am  within  eaay  dlatanoe.  Thla  1h  u quiet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  flailing  la  good  all  the  Bpring 
and  Hummer  month*.  Golf  courae  bealde  Hotel. 
Hhootliiff  over  lfiOO  aerea  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepera  and  doga  kept.  Partioulur*  on  application. 

K KITH  KNOWLKH.  i'roprletor. 

BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  River 
Deveron,  in  tho  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Torms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 


SHANNON  & LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IBELAND. 

U OST  roliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

4*^  Orlale,  and  Trout  Plahlng  In  free  and  ureeerved 
water*.  river  and  lake,  at  thla  station  ; also  a*  to 
aoeoinrnodatlon  and  board  In  private  oottage  clone  to 
river.  ICxponaoM,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  H.  J.  IIurley,  Klllaloe, 
Co.  Oluro,  Ireland  N.1J. -The  Green  Drake  aeaaon  on 
lake  oommencea  about  laat  week  in  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  In  thonaanda. 


LLANYMYNECH. 

FTSTTORS  to  this  favourite  angling 
station  and  lovely  neighbourhood  can 
obtain  tho  very  best  ACCOMMODATION, 
on  tho  most  reasonable  termB,  by  address- 
ing as  under — 

Mm.  ROBERTS, 

Lion  Hotel,  Llanymynech,  Oswestry. 


ROYAL  HOTEL,  OBAN. 

FIRST-CLASS. ■ 

Clone  to  Station  and  Plors. — JOHN 

MoKENZIE  (from  Trossaehs  Hotel),  Proprietor. 

PERT  H SSIH  E. 

STANLEY,  N.B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’ Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanloy  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  Ashing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITS,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address— “ Hotel,"  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 


BOYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VERY  moderate  chargee,  facing  the  eea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  acres  of  well-stocked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  eele,  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  sea  fishing.  Magnificent  scenery  and 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting. 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSR.  Proprietor 


BORDER  ESK, 

LONfiTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Gentlemen. 
Close  to  river. 

Apply  T.  STORY, 

WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


TENBURY. 

hthe  SWAN  HOTEL., 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  CRAYLINC 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day's  Fishing  In  the  850  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  n amorous. 
Angler' t Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Rookfor  th#»  Wnluh  Harp  Station 


IjYUli  PUKE  AIK  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
JO  SCENERY  in  England  you  maBt  go  to 
TORRINGTON.  The  Proprietor  of  the 

GLOBE  HOTEL 

Has  many  miles  of  Preserved  Water.  Good 
SALMON,  TROUT,  & PEEL  FISHING 

for  Visitors.  Tho  town  has  a splendid  Bowling 
Green  overlooking  tho  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
Elver  Torridge.  Torrington  is  designated  the 
modern  Jerusalem.  Hotel  'Bus  meets  all  trains. 
Tariff  on  Application. 


FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT  S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  <fcc.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  “ River  Reports." 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 

ISLEWORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN. 

F VERY  ACCOMMODATION  for 
J ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  6d.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
6d.  and  9d. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  Ice  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

ANGLERB1  HUNDRIEB, 

car  FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

HILL,  St  SON, 

«.  haymarket  b.w. 

Lists  Pres 

THEAKER’S 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES. 


Roach  , 
Barbel  , 
Pike  .... 
Salmon  . 


per  100  yards 


Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pln-actlon 
Keels,  Optional  Chock. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000. 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlings.  Send  for  Bait 
List.  The  trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  10,  CANAL  ST.,  NOTTINGHAM 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TW0-YEAR-0LD8, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalia, 
and  Grayling, 

FOB/  SALE. 

Foe  Price  List  apply  to 

THOS.  ANDREWS, 

Westgate  House. 
GUILDFORD. 


HARDYS 


GOLD  MEDAL 
GOLD  MEDAL 
GOLD  MEDAL 


RODS 


For  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  &c.f  are  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  Unequalled. 

® r The  “ FIELD”— “It  ought  never  to  he  forgotten  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we 

owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers.” 


P 

4 

r-^n : 

— 

j 

KE  A.  R SUIT’S  Celebrated. 

“ Hollisigworth  ” Pike  Rods. 

This  rod  is  undoubtedly  the  best  example  of  a Jack  rod  to  be  found  anywhere. 

There  is  no  other  rod  which  approaches  it  for  lightness,  action,  and  strength. 

The  fittings  are  most  complete— cork-covered  handles,  patent  lock  joints! 
spiral  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  ring,  and  rubber  button.  Makes  lift! 

spinning  and  9ft.  6in.  trolling  rod.  Price  50s.  c.  - - ■ . .n.  ■ — . ^ 

I his  iod  lias  non  golden  opinions  from  all  who  have  used  it,  and  it  is  the  old  story — the  best  is  the  cheapest.  We  do  make  a second  quality,  and  a good  rod  it  is — cedar 
la.1"  . S'J  1 °?  Joln  - snake  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  ring3.  This  rod  is  more  than  superior  to  what  other  makers  call  best.  Our  price  for  it  is  28s  6d.  In  ordering- 
ask  for  newly-issued  angler  s guide  and  price  list,  value  Is.  6d.,  but  free  in  this  case. 

HARDY’S 
New  Pattern 
“Guinea”  Roach  and 
Bream  Rods 


- 

— --  * !■  " - i ^4* 

for  t Vio  pf.lf.kr-  fnri  i 14-  i -au  j .n?es  All2Iera>  aTlci  aa  punt  rods  are  unequalled.  The  enormous  quantities  of  bamboos  passed  through  our  works  which  are  used 

are  vPrv ^ and  without  steel  centres  offers  such  an  opportunity  of  selecting  suitable  bamboos  as  no  other  firm  can  have.  In  their  fitting  they 
i/i  ^ 19  r f ’ 'J.  .T.1  °°  J13  an<  mi(^  e’  ^wo  greenheart  tops,  cedar  balance  handle,  double  brazed,  corked  stoppers,  revolving  end  rings,  in  partition  bag.  Lengths, 

1U  to  12  teet ; price  2 Is.  Second  Quality— Cedar  handle,  plain  joints,  &c. ; 10  to  12  feet ; 14S. 

CATALOGUE  over  three  hundred  illustrations. 

POST  FREE  THREE  STAMPS,  WHICH  DEFRAYS  PARCEL  POST  RATE  ONLY. 


HARDY  BROS. 


\ Practical  Anglers  & Manufacturers,' 

l London  & North  British  Works,  ) 

rn-KTnnrT  nrmATr  ¥^rILBRA1TCH : 5>  South  St.  David  Street,  EDINBURGH. 

LONDON  RETAIL  AGENTS:  Military  Eauiument  Stores  & Tortoise  Tent  Co.,  61,  Pall  Mall. 


ALNWICK. 


MAN-EATERS  OF  THE  PACIFIC. 

The  true  man-eater  shark  as  taken  on  the  Pacific 
coast  is  known  only  as  a man-eater.  The  shovel-nosed 
sharks  are  sand  sharks,  too  cowardly  to  attack  even  a 
yellow  dog.  The  34ft.  shark,  captured  by  some  fisher- 
men, of  the  true  man-eater  variety,  seemed  brave 
enough  and  savage  enough  to  attack  anything  within 
its  reaoh.  This  monster’s  mouth  was  wide,  the  teeth 
long  and  sharp,  with  an  inward  inoline.  The  stomach 
would  hold  a full-grown  man  easily  and  a good  deal 
besides.  The  fish  became  entangled  in  a net  off  Point 
Lama.  Two  boats  attacked  the  vicious  creature,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  punching  an  iron  into  its  vitals. 
The  side  of  one  boat  was  stove  in  by  a blow  forcible 
enough  to  knock  one  fisherman  overboard. 

These  sharks  have  been  known  to  attack  a small  boat, 
upset  it  and  eat  the  oarsman.  A man-eater  over  t°Hy- 
two  feet  loDg  has  been  reported  below  San  Diego.  The 
natives  are  said  to  live  in  fear  of  this  awful  fish,  which 
already  has  the  record  of  having  eaten  six  men.  It  has 
been  shot  frequently.  The  water  about  it  has  been  dis- 
coloured with  blood.  Yet  the  shark  still  lives,  tin' 
tiger  shark  is  as  ferocious  as  the  man-eater.  Another 
large  shark  hereabouts  is  the  basking  shark.  It  is  taken 
measuring  fifteen  to  forty  feet  in  length.  The  skin  of 
one,  thirty-two  feet  long,  is  at  Stanford  University 
Museum.  It  was  captured  last  March.  This  skm  alone 
weighs  over  15001b.,  while  the  shark’s  liver  produced 
180  gallons  of  oil.  These  sharks,  however,  are  sluggish, 
lazy,  and  do  not  bite  people.  Their  gill-rakers  are  on 
the  whale  model.  When  entangled  in  a net  they 
frequently  suffocate,  as  the  net  restricts  the  gills. 

Californian  fishermen  do  not  consider  5ft.  sharks  of 
much  account,  when  from  San  Diego  wharves  black  sea 
bass  are  caught  6ft.  to  8ft.  long,  weighing  3001b.  to 
5001b.  Such  fish  are  common.  They  are  taken  on  shark 
hooks  and  clothes  lines.  When  hooked  the  fish  is 
allowed  to  swim  about  the  bay  towing  a 2in.  plank. 
When  he  is  exhausted  the  line  is  hauled  in  and  the  fish 
killed  with  an  axe. — Detroit  Free  P ress 


rushed  past  and  drove  his  sword  clear  through  tho 

other’s  body.  , . , , , 

It  is  assorted  that  the  force  with  which  a largo  sword- 
fish strikes  is  equal  to  that  which  drives  a twonty-tour 
pound  shell  from  a howitzer.  . ,. 

The  common  swordfish  found  in  the  Atlantic  is  Xiphia 
gladius.  The  sword  is  a sharp,  bony  continuation  of  the 
upper  jaw.  It  attains  a length  of  5ft.  to  10ft. , and  when 
full-grown  can  pierce  the  copper-sheeted  wooden  hull  of 
a ship.  There  are  various  authenticated  cases  in  which 
this  has  happened.  One  ship  sprang  a leak  at  sea  from 
no  apparent  cause.  When  she  arrived  in  port  it  was 


BLOATERS. 

The  curers  of  herrings  almost  invariably  buy  the  fish 
by  auction  as  soon  as  they  are  landed  in  the  market,  tho 
counting  having  taken  place  on  board  the  boat  directly 
it  arrives  in  the  harbour.  They  are  reckoned  by  the 
“last,”  nominally  10,000  fish,  but  really  13,200,  the  100 
of  herrings  being  thirty-three  “warps,”  or  132  fish. 
Immediately  the  herrings  aro  purchased,  they  aro 
carted  to  the  curer’s  premises  and  washed  to  rid  them  of 
any  salt  which  may  have  been  put  upon  them  on  board 
the  boat.  The  fish  are  then  transferred  to  the  pickling 
vats  or  troughs.  The  pickle  is  simply  strong  salt-and- 
water,  as  much  water  boing  added  as  will  allow  the  fish 
to  float.  It  is  usual  to  select  for  bloaters  full-roed 
herrings  of  the  finest  quality,  the  months  of  October 
and  November  being  the  best  for  obtaining  fish  of  this 
description.  The  herrings  thus  chosen  are  immersed  in 
the  pickle  from  twelve  to  twenty  hours,  according  to 
the  weather,  and,  after  being  again  washed,  are  strung, 
or  rived,  through  the  mouth  and  gill  on  spits  (thin 
sticks  about  4ft.  long),  which  aro  placed  in  rows  one 
above  another,  the  ends  resting  on  transverse  beams 
called  “ loves,”  beginning  7ft.  from  the  floor  and  reach- 
ing across  the  smoke-house,  a lofty  building  freely 
ventilated  to  allow  of  good  draught.  The  fires  are  made 
on  the  floor,  and  the  fuel  used  is,  or  should  be,  oak 
billets,  the  smoke  from  this  wood  giving  the  best  colour 
to  the  fish.  Bloaters  are  smoked  about  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  sooner  they  are  eaten  the  better  the 
flavour.  “ Reds,”  or  high-dried  herrings,  which  keep 
good  practically  any  length  of  time,  remain  in  salt  from 
fourteen  to  twenty-one  days,  and  are  then  smoked  for 
another  two  or  three  weeks. — J . T. 


found  that  the  sword  of  one  of  these  fish  had  pierced  the 
copper,  thick  oak  hull,  and  pine  sheathing,  and  then 
entered  a barrel.  The  sword  had  broken  off. 

The  sinking  of  the  sloop  Bed  Hot, in  the  service  ot  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission,  off  New  Bedford,  was 
caused  by  swordfish.  , 

When  a swordfish  gets  into  a school  of  fash  he  does  not 
merely  kill  what  he  wants  to  eat.  He  dashes  in  among 
them,  dealing  death  right  and  left.  His  wake  is  strewn 
with  dead  and  mutilated  fish.  A large,  fat,  oily  cod  is 
one  of  the  swordfish’s  favourite  victims. 


THE  SWORDFISH. 

The  swordfish  is  the  pugilist  of  the  sea,  a pugilist 
who  wastes  no  time  in  talking  and  misses  no  opportunity 
to  fight.  Unlike  the  shark,  tho  swordfish  would  rather 
fight  than  eat,  says  the  N.  Y.  World.  The  shark  is 
ferocious,  ravenous  and  a glutton,  but  the  swordfish 
fights  for  the  sake  of  fighting,  without  troubling 
whether  the  object  of  his  attack  is  worth  eating  or  not. 
Anything  is  game  for  him  from  a mackerel  to  a man-of- 
war.  One  of  the  things  in  the  ascending  scale  between 
these  two  is  a whale. 

The  passengers  on  an  Atlantic  liner  had  the  good 
fortune  some  time  ago  to  witness  an  encounter  between 
several  swordfish  and  a whale.  The  huge  body  of  the 
cetacean  was  seen  to  rise  repeatedly  above  the  water 
quivering  with  pain  and  lashing  his  tail  with  fury.  His 
antagonists  could  not  at  first  be  seen. 

When  a view  of  them  was  obtained  it  was  evident 
that  they  were  enjoying  themselves.  They  proddod  the 
unhappy  whale  with  wonderful  vigor  and  rapidity.  It 
was  hard  work  killing  so  largo  an  animal  and  one  so 
well  protected  by  blubber,  but  the  swordfish  persevered 
and  finally  did  the  whale  to  death. 

There  are  a few  animals  which  attack  man  and  other 
animals  without  provocation.  The  swordfish  is  among 
them. 

The  fights  between  swordfish  are  the  most  interesting 
to  witness,  as  in  other  cases  the  chances  are  apt  to  be 
unequal.  Two  swordfish  fight  like  determined  and 
expert  fencers.  One  of  these  combats  is  described  by 
an  eye-witness.  The  two  fish  first  rushed  straight  at 
one  another,  sword  point  to  sword  point.  One  missed, 
and  the  other’s  weapon  entered  his  head  just  below  the 
eye.  The  wounded  fish,  however,  turned  as  his  enemy 


CotmpoittettCfc 

I We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .J 

PISCIVOROUS  CARP  AND  LARGE  IRISH  TROUT. 

giu  — In  the  current  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
Mr.  j!  E.  Griffiths  (Lychnobite  Angling  Society)  writes: 

“ A deal  has  been  stated  about  it  being  most  extraordi- 
nary that  a carp  should  be  caught  with  a dace  ; and 
continues,  “ It  is  extraordinary— most  extraordinary, 
but  the  extraordinary  is  not  impossible.  With  this  1 
quite  agree,  and  personally  I would  not  venture  to 
assert  that  a fish  may  not  at  times,  and  under  peculiar 
conditions,  be  taken  in  any  seemingly  impossible 
manner,  for  thero  is  no  end  to  the  curious  incidents  in 
connection  with  fishing  and  shooting  (or  for  that  matter 
any  other  sport)  which  are  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  truthfully  recorded.  The  follow- 
ing confirmatory  instances  may  interest  (amongst  others) 

Mr.  Griffiths : , , 

In  the  Field  of  July  28,  1860,  page  82,  a correspondent 
writes:  “Fishing  on  Tuesday  in  tho  Long  Water  at 
Hampton  Court,  for  carp,  I observed  a gcntlemon 
spinning  a gudgeon  for  jack,  on  the  opposite  side  ; he 
suddenly  had  a very  heavy  run,  and  after  a tremendous 
struggle  ho  landed  safely  a large  carp,  which  turned 
the  scale  at  141b.,  it  having  taken  the  bait  across  in  the 

same  manner  as  a large  jack  would  have  done. 

In  Field  of  Nov.  16,  1889,  Mr.  J.  G.  Sadgharn  (Sand- 
gate)  states  : “ On  the  10th  inst.  I was  jack  fishing  in 
the  Hythe  canal,  with  live  bait,  using  snap  tackle. 
Having  mado  a cast,  I had  a run,  and  struck  at  once, 
with  considerable  force,  and  hooked  my  fish,  lo  my 
surprise  I found  I had  captured  a very  fine  golden  carp 
of  61b.  weight,  in  splendid  condition.  The  fish  was 
hooked  in  the  lip  by  the  small  hook,  and  the  triangle 
was  firmly  fixed  in  the  under  part  of  the  mouth,  lhe 

bait  used  was  a 2oz.  roach.”  „ ., 

In  Field  of  March  24,  1894,  Windsor  Bee  writes  : 
“ Carp  taking  spinning  bait.”  Whilst  spinning  recently 
with  a medium-size  spoon  bait  at  Sherborne,  Dorset, 
Mr  Howe,  clerk  of  the  works,  Windsor  Castle,  and  a 
friend  each  landed  a well-conditioned  carp  of  about  511). 
To  all  appearance  tho  fish  were  the  same  weight,  and 
each,  I am  informed,  was  hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth 
and  took  the  spoon  whilst  in  motion,  as  a jack  would. 

In  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  5,  1885  Mr  Robert  Moll 
in  his  Yare  (Norwich)  report  states,  ‘ that  a gentleman 
whilst  spinning  with  a large  American  spoon  for  Jack, 
hooked  and  landed  a bream  weighing  5Jlb.,  which  had 
fairly  bitten,  not  hooked  foul.  , 

Quoting  from  Couch  (“  British  Fishes  ) he  says  : 
“Food  of  the  carp,  worms  and  insects,  even  known  to 
devour  small  fish,  observed  of  young  individuals  and 
when  in  confinement.”  This  latter  I can  thoroughly 
confirm,  as  years  ago  I had  a number  of  carp  of  between 
lib.  and  21b.  weight,  which  would  take  minnows  with 
avidity  whenever  offered,  and  one  of  them  came  to  grief 
in  attempting  to  swallow  a large  stickleback  which  was 
mischievously  introduced  to  the  large  tank  in  which  1 

^^Vtbe^bye,  since  the  description  of  the  261b.  2oz. 
Lake  Belvedere  trout  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot 


BULL  AND  SEA  TROUT,  Ac. 

Sir  —I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  Messrs.  Wheldon 
and  Gosden  for  their  kind  and  courteous  answers  to  my 
questions.  1 long  to  see  a bull  trout  and  to  examine  its 
mouth,  for  I confess  I don’t  quite  understand  Mr. 
Wheldon’s  homely  language  when  addressing  the  fash- 
buyer  ; he  said,  “See  here,  by  this  double  jaw  or 
gum  (?)  or  whatever  you  like  to  call  it,  Ac.  1 ho 
distinction  between  the  jaw  of  man  or  fish  and  his  gum 
is  so  tremendous  that  one  is  surprised  at  this  loose  way 
of  putting  it,  by  way  of  making  things  clear. 

If  there  is  a double  row  of  teeth  this,  however,  is  so 
valuable  and  so  practical  a factor  in  diagnosis  that  we 
will  not  cavil  over  words  and  expressions  if  it  only 
teaches  us  to  recognise  the  bull  trout  at  first  sight. 

To  Mr  Gosden  I desire  to  tender  my  best  thanks  tor 
the  trouble  he  has  taken  to  answer  my  questions. 

A friendly  correspondent,  with  a vein  of  sarcasm 
running  through  his  letter,  points  out  that  the  truly 
scientific  man  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with  this 
controversy.  If  this  is  so,  I am  sorry  tor  his  science, 
seeing  that  scientific  men  have  ha,d  to  gain  their  ex- 
perience, and  that  the  nobler  spirit  would  be  that  ot 
“Freely  ye  have  received,”  therefore  freely  give,  as 

in  more  sacred  matters. 

Besides,  my  main  object  was  to  discover  how  to  point 
out  with  certainty  the  outward  marks  by  which  the  sea 
trout  and  the  bull  trout  are  to  be  recognised  as  soon  as 
landed  and  this  I confess  seems  no  easy  task  amidst  all 
the  conflicting  opinions  held  by  scientific  and  practical 

m<Even  scientists  differ,  and  I am  compelled  to  agree 
with  the  theory  that  the  crossings  which  take  place  on 
the  redds  multiply  the  difficulties  enormously.  I have 
also  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  those  who  so  readily 
came  forward  with  information  concerning  the  large 
and  handsome  trout  taken  this  year  in  Ireland. 

A correspondent  most  kindly  sent  me  an  etching  ot 
the  fish,  which  a new  and  stupid  maidservant  put  upon 
the  fire  next  morning,  to  my  great  annoyance.— 

I am,  Ac.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

Sir,— Mr.  Gosden,  in  his  interesting  contribution  to 
the  discussion  now  going  on  in  your  columns  on  the  sub- 
iect  of  the  trout  family  and  its  varieties,  takes  occasion 
to  remark,  inter  alia , that  the  bull  trout  is  very  fond 
of  salmon  ova,  and  “consumes  a vast  amount  ot  it. 

As  this  touches  on  a matter  of  some  personal  interest 
to  me  at  present  it  at  once  arrested  my  attention,  and 
I should  feel  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Gosdon  if  ho 
kindly  help  me  to  a right  conclusion  on  the  subject.  I hat 
every  member  of  the  interesting  family  in  question  (salar 
always  excepted,  perhaps)  loves  and  greedily  devours 
the  family  ova  wherever  found  I am  quite  prepared  to 
believe,  but  my  difficulty  is  narrowed  to  a point  peculiar 
and  precise,  and  eschews  generalization.  Is  the 
presence  of  ova-eating  fish  in  salmon  spawning  ground 
destructive  to  salmon ? This  is  the  simple  question, 
and  I contend,  duly  subject  to  correction,  for  an  absolute 
negative.  Tho  ova  being  deposited  on  the  stonv  bed 
floor  in  am  adhesive  layer  by  the  female  fish,  fecundation 
by  the  male  fish,  and  final  covering  up  of  the  birth-bed  by 
both  parent  fish  follow  in  duo  course , and  from  that  moment 
the  fruits  of  marital  labour  are  secured  against  all 
dangers  from  predatory  fish,  as  I have  never  heard  ot 
any  of  the  latter  being  endowed  with  burrowing  or 
rooting  instincts.  Now,  from  the  first  moment  of 
fruitful  parturition  to  this  last  moment  of  accomplished 
work  and  safe  provision  for  the  future  race  has  the  ova- 
eater  succeeded  in  securing  a morsel  of  his  favourite 
though  unnatural  food  ? I doubt  it.  Will  he  dare 
approach  where  tho  male  fish,  alert  and  resolute,  is 
ready  to  give  battle  to  every  intruder  f Is  he  daring 
enough  to  follow  up  the  spawning  fish  on  the  redd, 
devouring  as  he  goes,  even  if  she  offered  no  resistance 
hersolf  in  the  possible  temporary  absence  ot  her  mate  .J 
Doubtless  largo  quantities  of  ova  are  prematurely 
deposited  and  lost,  and  much  swept  away  by  sudden 
risings  of  water,  or  even  in  consequence  ot  imperfect 
deposition  from  tho  spawning  beds  themselves,  and  here 
no  doubt  the  bull  trout  and  other  unclean  feeders  find 
their  feast ; but  they  are  simply  scavengers  in  this  case, 
as  putrefaction  awaits  the  abortions  on  which  they 
batten;  such  ova,  in  fact,  is  already  lost.  Is  the  bull 
trout — or  fario  either,  for  even  he  has  fallen  under 
suspicion-then  really  a destroyer  of  his  kind,  or  simply 
one  of  the  vast  army  of  maligned  innocents  ?— 1 am,  Ac., 
Port  Askaig,  Moy,  N.B.  Mona. 


CLEATOR  MOOR  AND  GLEN  O’  TROOL. 

Sir  —I  am  pleased  to  bo  able  to  inform  Mr.  Gosdon 
that  Cleator  Moor  is  in  the  county  of  ( Cumberland.  As 
to  Glen  o’  Trool,  I am  not  acquainted  with  its  locale,  it 
has  an  “ ower  the  Border  ” ring,  and  perhaps  your 
versatile  correspondent  “ Mao  ” may  be  able  to  answer 
the  query  1— Yours  faithfully,  G.  W. 


THE  MINNOW  QUESTION. 

Sir,— Replying  to  Mr.  Francis’s  letter  point  by  point : 
(1)  it  is  because  the  desirable  fish  food  is  too  scarce  in  many 
of  our  streams,  that  I object  to  the  introduetwn  of 
minnows  that  will  make  it  scarcer  still.  What  we  want 
to  do  is  to  increase  this  food,  whereas  minnows  devour 
it  wholesale.  Now  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  our  streams.  Both  mollusca  and 
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crustnooiuiH  (inn  bo  largely  increased  by  making  small 
acoeKHory  pools  or  ponds  alongM  i do  a stream  and  stocking 
those  with  111 o oreutnroH.  Take  care  that  they  aro  mo 
arranged  that  no  trout  can  got,  into  them.  This  is 
now  being  done,  and  in  one  oxeellnnt  wav  out  of  tho 
difficulty  of  a food  ecaroity,  but  tho  benefit  of  h u oh  a 
eourso  would  bo  at  least  considerably  lopsened  by  putting 
minnows  into  the  stream  wo  aro  trying  to  improve. 

1 do  not  wholly  agree  with  the  argument,  " Clearly  to 
introduce  minnows  into  the  first  or  second  of  those” 
(alluding  to  trout  rearing  ponds)  ‘would  be  absurd,” 
on  tho  ground  upon  which  tho  statement  is  based.  Of 
eourso  no  one  would  think  of  introducing  minnows  into 
a fry  or  yi  aiding  pond,  but  with  fish  of  two  or  three 
years  of  ago  tho  ease  might  bo  very  different  To  intro- 
duce minnows  into  such  a pond,  the  introduction  would 
huvo  to  take  place  almost  daily,  as  tho  trout  would 
devour  them  all,  or  nearly  all,  at  once.  I am  assuming 
the  case  of  a well-stocked  rearing  pond,  containing  as 
many  trout  as  the  water  will  carter.  Many  years  ago  I 
fed  my  trout  very  largely  on  minnows,  and  they 
answered  tho  purposo  very  well  indeed  but  for  one 
reason,  and  it,  was  owing  to  that  that  I gave  up  tho 
system.  Tho  trout  got  very  fond  of  them,  and  developed 
strong  so-eallod  cannibalistic  propensities.  A trout 
will  “ go  for  ” minnows  or  for  smaller  trout  also,  and 
does  not,  as  far  as  I can  ascertain,  make  any 
distinction  between  tho  two.  Now,  we  do  not 
want  to  encourage  cannibalism,  and  my  experience 
is  that  feeding  on  minnow •<  is  an  excellent  way 
of  doing  it.  When  I used  them  largely  for  feeding 
trout,  1 at  first  put  them  in  alive,  but  1 found  a few 
escaped  and  becamo  exceedingly  cunning  in  evading 
the  trout,  keeping  close  into  the  banks  of  the  pond,  and 
although  the  trout  would  probably  secure  them  in  the 
long  run,  yet  they  survived  for  a while,  and  the  supply 
being  kept  up  daily,  there  were  alwavs  a number  of 
minnows  in  the  pond.  These  minnows  were  in  very 
good  condition,  and  on  examining  the  contents  of  their 
stomachs  I found  they  were  feeding  largely  on  Mollusca, 
Entomostraca,  larvre,  and  small  water  insects,  wbien  I 
wanted  the  trout  to  get,  and  encouraged  in  the  ponds 
for  that  purpose.  1 therefore  gave  up  putting  in  live 
minnows,  and  killed  them  first.  The  fish  took  them 
dead  just  as  well  as  alive  ; but  I found  the  cannibalistic 
habit  becoming  strongly  developed  in  the  trout,  and  in 
consequence  turned  my  attention  to  other  sources  of 
food  supply.  Now  the  same  thing  happens  in  natural 
waters. 

As  regards  minnow-breeding  on  a large  scale  for  the 
purpose  of  fattening  large  trout  for  the  table,  I am 
entirely  at  one  with  Mr.  Francis.  But  in  our  natural 
streams  the  large  trout  have  to  grow  large,  and  fish- 
culturists  know  how  important  it  is  to  bring  on  the  fry 
and  small  trout,  so  that  they  may  grow  big.  It  is  the 
sum  and  substance  of  trout  culture  ; but  these  very 
young  trout  do  not  eat  minnows,  but  the  minnows  rather 
eat  them.  Anyhow,  I have  proved  beyond  all  shadow  of 
doubt  to  my  own  satisfaction,  that  minnows,  where 
they  exist,  largely  lessen  the  already  too  small  stock  of 
minute  trout  food.  This  is  a very  serious  and  an  im- 
portant economic  question,  and  I have  worked  it  out,  I 
think,  pretty  well. 

Yes  ; minnows  are  excellent  in  their  right  place,  and 
that  is  in  breeding  ponds  for  minnows  alone,  from  which 
they  can  be  taken  to  supply  either  the  bait-can  or  the 
trout  fattening  pond. 

I am  rather  surprised  to  hear  that  “ as  to  the  ascent 
of  ‘enormous  shoals,’ it  is  a matter  of  history,  not  of 
present  experience.”  This  does  not  apply  to  many 
places  in  the  north,  whatever  it  does  in  the  south,  and 
I think  I remember  seeing  very  big  shoals  in  the  south, 
but  that  was  when  I was  a boy  at  school  and  for  a few 
years  later,  and  in  the  interim  the  minnows  may  have 
altered  their  habits  in  those  rivers.  I have  seen  a man 
take  from  one  of  those  shoals,  in  a large  square  landing- 
net,  as  many  as  he  could  well  lift,  and  more  than  he 
could  carry  beyond  a few  paces.  The  late  Duke  of 
Portland  sent  his  head  keeper,  on  one  occasion,  with  a 
special  railway  van  to  load  with  minnows,  and  I saw 
this  van  load  of  carrying  apparatus  fully  charged  with 
the  little  fish  in  less  than  ten  minutes,  from  a stream 
in  which  were  some  of  these  shoals.  The  shallow  on 
which  they  were  was  a living  mass  of  fish,  and  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  getting  all  that  the  man  could  take 
in  a few  minutes.  I mention  this  to  show  that  these 
shoals  have  occurred  within  comparatively  recent  times 
in  the  north. 

Dr.  Francis  Day  says “ In  Devonshire,  after  the 
month  of  June,  when  most  of  them  have  finished  spawn- 
ing, Parnell  observed  that  the  males  ascended  the 
shallows  in  large  shoals,  occupying  sometimes  the  space 
of  several  feet  in  circumference,  and  giving  the  water  an 
appearance  with  their  little  white  spotted  heads  of  a bed 
of  Ranunculus  aquatilis  before  the  buds  have  fully 
expanded.”  That  they  occur  at  the  present  time  is,  I 
think,  beyond  dispute,  but  as  I have  not  visited  a 
minnow  river  just  at  the  gregarious  season  for  some 
few  years,  I cannot  speak  from  personal  experience,  but 
I daresay  I can  get  Mr.  Francis  plonty  of  evidence 
should  he  desire  it. 

“ With  the  entire  or  partial  disappearance  of  the 
minnows  has  come  a sad  falling  off  of  the  trout,”  says 
Mr.  Francis.  This  is  true  of  some  streams  I am  familiar 
with,  but  why  f I find  tho  food  on  which  the  minnows 
livod  has  got  scarcer  (owing  to  drainage,  Ac.),  and  that 
there  is  a lamentable  scarcity  of  it  in  many  of  our  stroams, 
and  this  is  just  what  I am  now  engaged  in  remedying. 
Tho  introduction  of  minnows  would  counteract  the  work 
I am  doing,  and  I therefore  give  a word  of  caution, 
when  opportunity  renders  it  desirable  to  do  so,  against 
the  introduction  of  minnows  into  trout  waters.  I have 
satisfied  myself  after  long  experience  that  minnows 


ooniumo  much  more  valuable  trout  food  than  they 
themselves  afterwards  provide.  That  minnows  devour 
many  young  trout  is  a well-known  fact  surely  to 
observers.  Anyhow,  I can  assure  Mr.  Francis  that  it  is 
so.  I would  nover  condemn  any  fish  without  very  good 
reason  for  doir  g so,  and  I bavo  not  by  any  means  con- 
demned tho  minnow.  Ho  is  an  interesting  little  fish, 
and  I ketp  a pond  “ full  of  him,”  for  I believe  he  may 
be  destined  some  day  to  play  an  important  part  in  the 
economy  of  our  water  farming.  But  1 have  said,  and  I 
say  it  again— keep  him  in  bis  right  place.  - I am.  Ac., 
J.  J.  Abmistead. 


HOW  TO  PREPARE  WAX. 

Sib, — I have  been  a fly-fisher  for  over  forty-five  years, 
and  always  mado  my  own  flies,  and  although  I have  tried 
several  kinds  of  wax,  notably  the  one  in  your  issue  of 
the  15th  Nov.,  1879,  yet  I never  fairly  felt  satisfied  with 
their  working.  Recently  I have  made  a wax  which 
seems  to  answer  admirably,  and  if  you  choose  to  let  the 
fishing  fraternity  have  the  benefit  of  it,  I send  you  the 
way  I make  it. 

Melt  over  a slow  fire  orgas2oz.  of  the  lightest  coloured 
resin  (pale  amber),  with  ^oz.  of  rendered  mutton  suet, 
let  the  whole,  constantly  stirring , simmer  fifteen 
minutes,  then  pour  into  cold  water,  and  while  yet  warm, 
pull  through  the  fingers  until  cold,  and  it  attains  a 
bright  silvery  hue. 

All  other  waxes  I have  used  seem  to  act  upon  the 
japan  of  the  hooks,  causing  it  to  bleed,  and  thus  dis- 
colour the  shades  of  silk  used,  rendering  the  body  of  the 
fly  unnatural.— I am,  yours  truly,  J.  H.  Briggs. 

Macclesfield.  


A NEW  WAY  TO  CARRY  OLD  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — There  may  be  other  novices  who,  like 
myself,  have  found  themselves  dissatisfied  with  the 
existing  means  of  carrying  their  tackle  from  place  to 
place  ; the  bag  is  not  comfortable,  as  the  tackle  is  apt 
to  huddle  together  in  one  corner,  and  the  basket  is 
usually  either  too  large  or  too  small.  To  such  I would 
like  to  introduce  the  idea  I have  lately  had  carried  into 
practice  to  my  great  satisfaction.  I have  had  five 
leather  cases  made  after  the  following  general  pattern  : 


Two  cases  each  hold  a reel,  one  contains  pike  tackle 
case,  a fourth  is  made  to  hold  general  tackle  book,  and 
the  fifth  is  a spare  case  which  is  large  enough  to  hold 
lunch  if  necessary.  They  are  all  made  with  loops  on 


the  back,  through  which  a stout  strap  passes.  I have 
only  to  make  up  my  mind  what  tackle  I want  and  select 
my  cases  accordingly,  string  them  on  the  strap,  and  put 
the  strap  over  my  shoulder,  and  there  I am.  The  cases 
and  belt  were  made  for  me  in  good  solid  leather  by  Mr. 
Banbury,  saddler,  Ventnor,  at  a cost  of  30s. — I am  Ac., 
M.  B. 

AUTUMN  ANGLING  ON  THE  BANN. 

Sib, — I wish  to  point  out  that  I do  not  hold  the  rank 
granted  to  me  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  in  his  letter  on 
above  subject,  which  appeared  in  the  F.  G.  of  the  17th 
inst. 

Although  I only  gave  the  number  of  salmon  killed  by 
me  in  October  from  ’83  to  ’92,  I oan  give  the  exact 
number  from  1876 ; and  were  it  necessary,  the  number 
killed  by  another  rod  from  1862  until  1876 — the  year 
1862  being  the  first  in  which  it  was  legal  to  kill  salmon 
in  the  Bann  during  the  month  of  October. 

But  when  only  eleven  out  of  the  179  salmon  to  which 
I alluded  were  fresh-run  fish,  I think  any  reasonable 
person  would  take  that  number  to  be  a fair  average  for 
the  other  seasons. 

In  October,  1866,  one  angler  killed  sixty-two  salmon 
(he  killed  ten  in  one  day)  in  the  Lower  Bann,  and  he 
has  often  told  me  that  it  was  very  rare  to  get  a fresh 
fish  in  October.  Said  angler  killed  his  first  salmon  in 
the  Bann  in  tho  year  1845,  and  the  last  I believe  in  1888, 
so  his  experience  is  a large  one.  Mr.  Gedney  tells  us 
that  his  experience  covers  the  period  from  1883  to  1894, 
but  he  does  not  tell  us  tho  numbor  of  fish  he  killed,  and 
it  might  be  that  my  experience  in  that  respect  is  larger 
than  his.  For  his  friend  and  himself  to  kill  in  October 
last  moro  than  eleven  11  bright  fresh  run  fish  ” is,  in  my 


opinion,  a mont  astonishing  and,  I believe,  unprecedented 
record,  and  I killed  my  first  liana  salmon  in  1859. 

. Certainly  I am  not  going  to  challenge  any  of  Mr. 
Gedney’g  allegations  as  to  tho  slaughter  done  to  salmon 
Iry  by  netn,  for  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy, 
but  I do  challenge  tho  accuracy  of  paragraph  8 of  the 
memorial,  and  hope  I may  be  called  before  a committee 
of  tho  House  of  Commons  to  provo  mv  assertion  ; and, 
notwithstanding  that  the  House  of  CommonH  will  run 
tho  risk  of  forfeiting  Mr.  Gedney’s  faith  in  their  common 
sense.  I do  believe  thev  will  brave  that  dread  ordeal 
and  reject  this  disputed  paragraph,  Bv  the  way,  bow 
could  a salmon  be  a “spent  fish,”  ie.,  a kelt,  in 
October? — I am,  Ac.,  F.  M.  Leslie. 

SALMON  IN  TIDAL  WATERS. 

Sib,— Many  years  ago  I was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
little  village  of  Bonar  Bridge  for  some  months,  and 
knowing  that  the  villagers  used  to  get  sea  trout  on 
“ set  ” lines,  I thought  I would  try  the  fly,  and  selected 
as  my  trial  place  the  stream  in  the  Kyle  a little  below 
Invershin.  To  my  great  surprise  I was  more  than 
successful,  and  over  and  over  again  then  and  since  bad 
splendid  baskets  up  to  301b.  The  Kyle  is  now  over- 
fished, the  fish  have  got  shy,  and  it  is  but  seldom  that 
more  than  half-a-dozen  are  got  at  a fishing. 

Two  years  ago,  a little  below  the  entrance  of  a river 
which  you  know  very  well,  and  which  debouches  at  the 
head  of  the  Kyle,  I was  fishing  for  whatever  I might  be 
lucky  enough  to  get,  and  I got  with  small,  very  small, 
trout  flies,  two  very  fine  salmon,  one  of  111b.  and  the 
other  121b.,  the  reason,  of  course,  being  that  the  rivers 
were  too  low  for  the  salmon  to  get  up.  And  this  year 
again,  I rose  no  less  than  five  salmon  in  the  same  stretch 
of  tidal  water  in  one  day. 

The  best  time  is  when  the  tide  is  three-parts  back, 
and  when  salmon  cannot  be  got  there  are  always  a few 
trout  on  the  move,  the  best  months  being — for  sea 
trout,  April  and  August ; for  black  trout  and  salmon, 
June  and  July. — I am,  yours,  Ac.  A.  M. 


A PIKE  LINE  ACROSS  SCOTLAND. 

Sir, — I see  my  friend  Mr.  Todd  does  not  believe  in 
the  imaginary  “ pike  line  across  Scotland,”  and  he  is 
right.  He  adds  that  he  would  not  be  surprised  if  pike 
were  found  even  in  Ross-shire  and  Sutherland ; and 
“ H.,”  on  the  same  subject,  states  that  he  saw  one  of 
41b.  taken  on  the  Beauly. 

Within  seven  miles  of  Inverness  are  two  small  lakes 
— Bunachton  and  Duntealchaig.  In  the  former  there  are 
absolutely  no  other  fish  but  pike,  although  in  the  stream 
running  out  of  it  there  are  lots  of  small  trout.  In  the 
latter,  when  a youth,  I have  killed  pike  up  to  201b.  and 
over. 

The  upper  reaches  of  the  Carron  River,  in  Ross-shire, 
contain  quite  a number  of  pike,  and  the  lakes  at  Aucha- 
nault  and  Auchnasheen  are  unfortunately  but  too  well 
stocked  with  pike.  Last  year  when  fishing  at  Aucha- 
nault  I got  scarcely  a single  trout,  and  some  of  them 
weighed  up  to  41b.  and  51b.  that  was  not  marked  by 
pike.  One  day  I had  a somewhat  curious  experience.  I 
hooked  a trout,  about  21b.,  on  the  “ bob,”  and  whilst 
playing  him  I felt  that  I had  something  more  than  him 
to  deal  with,  and  soon  learned  what  that  something  was. 
It  was  a pike,  about  61b.,  which  no  doubt  missed  the 
trout,  and  got  caught  by  one  of  his  fins  by  the  trout  fly. 
After  a good  deal  of  bother  both  were  landed. 

Loch  Migdale,  in  Sutherlandshire,  at  one  time  was 
full  of  pike,  introduced  by  the  late  Mr.  Dempster,  of 
Skibo  ; so  much  so  that  in  the  “seventies”  it  was 
scarcely  worth  fishing  for  trout,  but  gradually,  as  there 
were  but  few  weeds,  they  gradually  disappeared,  and 
the  trout  fishing  is  now  pretty  good. — Yours,  Ac., 

Brighton.  _____  A.  Mackintosh. 

“HOW  TO  STOCK  A SMALL  POND  WITH  FISH.” 

Sib, — I notice  in  your  last  issue  that  under  the  above 
heading  a correspondent  recommends  the  turning  in  of 
pike  with  other  fish.  In  my  experience  this  is  a most 
risky  experiment.  I once  turned  some  pike  and  perch 
into  a pond  of  about  four  acres  that  was  full  of  fair- 
sized carp,  which  used  to  afford  good  sport.  In  a few 
years  the  pike  had  eaten  all  the  carp.  In  a few  more 
years  what  pike  were  not  caught  had  eaten  one 
another ; and  now  all  one  can  catch  are  little  tiny 
perch  about  as  long  as  one’s  finger,  which  will 
scarcely  allow  a worm  to  reach  the  bottom.  This 
is  only  one  of  many  similar  instances  that  I know. 
If  you  want  pike,  stock  your  pond  with  them  and  roach 
to  feed  them,  but  if  you  want  any  other  fish  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them.  The  damage  that 
waterfowl  do  is  infinitesimal  comparatively,  and  I 
rather  think  that  they  do  good  (independently  of  the 
sport  they  afford)  by  devouring  a certain  amount  of 
spawn,  and  so  preventing  the  fish  increasing  too  much 
in  numbers  and  so  decreasing  in  size.  You  can  always 
destroy  them,  whereas  if  once  pike  get  in  tho  water  you 
will  never  get  rid  of  them  till  they  have  destroyed 
every  other  living  thing  except  perch. — I am,  Ac.,  A. 

OLIVES. 

Dear  Sir., — I am  pleased  to  see  your  correspondent, 
“ Val  Oonson,”  has  given  a few  dressings  of  olive  flies, 
and  hope  he  will  continue  with  some  more,  say  some 
good  North-Country  trout  patterns. 

In  his  list  of  wings  ho  seems  to  have  lost  sight  of  two 
birds — tho  French  partridge  and  tho  water  rail.  I have 
enclosed  a pair  of  feathers  of  each  bird.  If  “ Val 
Conson  ” will  try  them,  and  givo  his  opinion  on  them 
for  brown  olive  and  dark  olivo  flies,  and  you  will  kindly 
forward  them  to  him,  it  will  oblige — Yours  obediently. 

Another  Amateur. 


December  1,  1894]  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


CONTENTS. 


Notes  from  Brittany — Dinan 

“Indian  Gras,”  “Indian  Weed,”  and  “Silk- 
worm Gut  ” 

Notes  on  Various  Mothods  of  Angling 

Sootoh  Notes  

Lucky  Days  on  the  Moscow  River 

Scotch  Rivers — The  Autumn  Salmon  Angling  ... 
Proposed  Memorial  of  Izaak  Walton  in  London... 

Curious  Fish  of  Jamaica  

Rainbow  Trout 

Notes  on  Some  Sea  Baits— The  Mussel  ; the 

Cockle 

Playing  and  Landing  a Man-Fish 

Reports  from  Rivers  

Jottings  by  the  Way  

Reports  from  Clubs 

Provincial  Notes  

Correspondence  


NOTICE.  
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Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
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the  Provinces. 
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adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. ____ 

Terms  ot  Babaovlptlon. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
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For  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  . . ...  10s.  6d. 
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NOTES  FROM  BRITTANY. 

By  Mbs.  Arthur  Bell  (N.  D’AnvErs). 


No.  1.— DINAN. 

July,  1894. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Very  different  is  the  scene 
around  me  now  to  the  low-lying  districts  about 
Christchurch,  from  which  I dated  my  last  letter 
to  you.  Already,  before  we  entered  the  harbour 
of  St.  Malo,  the  note  of  change  was  sounded,  the 
big  sea  boats  in  the  offing,  laden  with  carp, 
plaice,  and  mackerel,  being  quite  unlike  English 
smacks  in  build  and  rigging. 

The  bronzed  toilers  of  the  deep  looked  up  at 
our  steamer  with  absolute  indifference,  for  they 
had  no  concern  with  us,  but  the  sailors  in  the 
pleasure  crafts,  skimming  about  close  inshore, 
hailed  us  with  vociferous  welcome.  Glad  indeed 
were  they  to  see  a contingent  of  les  Anglais 
approaching  from  over  Channel,  for  many  a franc 
finds  its  way  into  their  capacious  pockets  from 
the  lovers  of  boating,  bathing,  and  fishing.  As 
we  landed  amongst  the  crowds  of  loafers,  stand- 
ing about  in  clothes  patched  and  darned  till  the 
original  texture  of  the  garments  was  almost 
obliterated,  we  were  offered,  amongst  other 


articles  little  suitable  to  weary  travellers,  living 
crabs  and  lobsters,  whilst  in  many  of  the  shops 
and  booths  near  the  quay  h”ng  queer- looking 
fishing  tackle,  which  it  would  be  difficult  lor  les 
strangers  to  handle  with  advantage. 

At  the  Custom  House  the  usu-d  tragi-comedy 
was  going  on.  Innocent  young  travellers  were 
gazing  ruefully  at  the  new  boots  or  the  boxes 
of  cigarettes  which  had  been  turned  out  of  their 
portmanteaus  for  the  value  to  be  assessed  by 
truculent-looking  < fficials,  deaf  to  the  plea  that 
the  contraband  articles  were  for  private  use,  not 
for  sale. 

We  got  off  easily,  as  usual,  by  the  simple  plan  of 
declaring  frankly  our  one  forbidden  luxury — a 
little  English  tea.  We  paid  our  sous  cheerfully, 
none  of  our  boxes  were  opened,  and  we  were  soon 
speeding  away  to  the  station  behind  our  numerous 
packages. 

Be  ween  Dol,  where  we  had  two  hours’  rest  and 
dinner,  our  only  fellow-passenger  was  a good 
looking  peasant  in  a broad  brimmed  Panama 
hat,  dark  blue  blouse  and  white  trousers,  carrying 
a large  fish  ba-ket,  quite  full  of  what  we  should 
call  dabs  in  England.  To  our  questions  as  to 
where  he  had  caught  them  he  rejoined  “in  the 
Ranee,  where  there  are  beaucoup  to  be  had  tous 
les  jours.” 

“ And  can  you  catch  fish  at  Dinan  ? ” I asked. 
“Not  so  many  as  at  La  Hisse,  Pleudihen  and 
other  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  but  you 
can  get  something  from  the  Ranee  at  whatever 
point  you  try  ! ” 

Arrived  at  Dinan,  we  decided  to  go  to  an  hotel 
in  the  Place  du  Gues-cliD,  and  we  were  very  soon 
in  the  heart  of  the  grand  old  town,  which  alto- 
gether charmed  us  with  its  Romanesque  and 
Gothic  churches,  its  mediaeval  castle  and  ramparts 
almost  hidden  in  masses  of  ivy,  velerian,  and 
stonecrop ; its  steep,  narrow  streets,  the  first 
stories  of  many  of  the  stone  and  timber  houses 
projecting  over  the  pathway,  forming  rows  of 
arcades,  beneath  which  are  stalls  piled  up  with 
many  coloured  fruits  and  vegetables,  whilst  the 
upper  stories  culminate  in  queerly-shaped  gables, 
roofs  tilted  at  every  variety  of  angle,  the  slates 
almost  obliterated  by  the  lichens  which  have 
eaten  into  their  surface,  the  queerly-shaped 
gables,  the  abnormal  dormer  windows,  some 
square,  some  pointed,  some  broad,  some  long  and 
narrow — the  formal  masses  of  chimney  stacks,  all 
alike  draped  with  flowers,  forming  regular 
aerial  gardens. 

One  of  our  first  strolls  was  to  the  best  pre- 
served of  the  wide  ramparts,  now  converted  into 
a pleasure  garden  with  avenues  of  trees,  shrub- 
beries, and  flower  beds.  Leaning  over  the  low 
wall  with  hundreds  of  swifts  whistling  around  us 
as  they  swooped  down  to  the  river,  we  looked 
straight  into  the  valley  of  the  Ranee,  some  250ft. 
below,  spanned  by  a noble  viaduct  150ft..  high, 
contrasting  strangely  with  the  low  stone  Norman 
bridge  a little  further  down  stream,  which  at  one 
time  answered  all  the  requirements  of  the  traffic 
from  bank  to  bank. 

On  either  side  of  the  Ranee,  flush  with  the 
roadway,  are  picturesque  groups  of  grey  stone 
houses,  bright  with  the  usual  growth  of  wild 
flowers  on  roof,  chimney,  and  gable.  At  the 
corner  of  the  bridge  is  the  Office  of  the  Octroi, 
which  has  grown  with  the  growth  of  commerce, 
and  forms  a quaint,  but  not  unpleasing  collection 
of  excrescences  on  the  original  building. 

“ Is  that  the  Ranee  ? ” we  exclaimed,  as  we 
looked  down  into  the  muddy  strip  of  water,  its 
dull  canal  like  stream  flecked  with  soap  suds  left 
behind  by  the  washerwomen  whom  we  could  see 
plying  their  wooden  beaters  in  the  distance, 
chatting  the  while  as  only  French  washerwomen 
can.  “ Surely  the  fish  we  hear  so  much  about 
never  came  out  of  that  dirty  ditch  ? ” So  shallow 
and  sluggish  was  the  water  that  a horse  was 
tethered  in  the  middle,  fastened  by  a rope  to  the 
little  stone  bridge.  Nevertheless,  a net  was  being 
drawn  in  from  the  mast  of  a flat  bottomed  boat, 
evidently  full  of  fish,  though  we  were  too  far  off 
to  see  of  what  kiud. 

“ There  is  something  being  done  to  the  river 
just  now,”  explained  a sweet  faced  old  woman 
standing  near,  who  seemed  to  guess  we  were 
disparaging  her  beloved  Ranee,  “ and  the  water 
has  been  allowed  to  run  off.”  The  steamers  ca,n- 
not  come  into  Dinan  till  it  is  put  right  again. 
Then  with  an  unexpected  change  of  subject,  she 
inquired,  “ Doi  s not  Madame  want  a cook  ? 1 
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would  love  to  work  for  Madame  if  she  did.  Les 
Angiitises  are  always  generous  and  kind.”  I 
could  not  engage  a cook  then  and  there,  but  I 
was  touched  V>y  the  compliment  paid  to  my 
nationality,  and  am  bound  to  say  that  through- 
out my  residence  here  I have  alwi.ys  found  that 
my  being  English  is  considered  a strong  point  in 
my  favour. 

We  soon  found  cause  to  change  our  judgment 
of  the  Ranee,  for  day  by  day  it  widened  and 
deepened,  and  three  days  after  we  arrived  no 
animal  could  have  been  tethered  in  it,  though 
many  an  evening  we  saw  men  driving  their 
horses  in  and  compelling  them  to  swim  for  long 
distances. 

The  river  rises  about  thirty  miles  south-west  of 
Dinan,  and  after  running  through  several  com- 
munes forms  an  artificial  canal  between  the 
lochs  of  Bontron  and  La  Roche.  From  St. 
Launac  (Canton  de  Merdregnac)  to  Evra,n  the 
best  fishing  is  to  be  obtained,  especially  in  the 
picturesque  npighbourhood  of  Guenroc,  where 
under  favourable  circumstances  a basket  of  from 
ten  to  twelve  brace  of  trout  may  be  taken.  The 
fish  are,  however,  unusually  shy,  and  never  take 
the  bait,  however  tempting  it  may  be,  as  eagerly 
as  do  the'r  English,  Irish,  or  Welsh  cousins. 
Where  the  Ranee  joins  the  canal  the  trout  stream 
virtually  ends,  although  good-sized  fish  may  now 
and  then  he  had  at  one  or  another  of  the  loch 
weirs.  The  canal  is  under  Government  control, 
and  is  let  for  terms  of  varying  length  to  the 
highest  bidder.  Here  and  there  the  natural 
water  is  preserved,  but  not  so  strictly  as  in 
England,  the  only  precaution  against  t respa-s  being 
a notice  inserted  in  some  local  paper  by  rhe  owner 
of  the  adjacent  land.  After  the  water  enters  the 
canal  there  are  certain  restrictions,  but  they  are 
rarely  enforced  except  in  fence-time,  which  lasts 
from  April  15  to  June  15.  During  those  two 
months,  however,  though  line  fishing  in  the  river 
is  forbidden,  deep  water  fishing  is  not,  so  that 
there  really  is  no  time  when  the  enthusiastic  angler 
need  be  idle.  The  real  and  only  difficulty  with 
regard  to  English  people  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dinan  is  the  result  of  certain  young 
fellows  with  an  undue  opinion  of  their  own 
importance  having  come  to  loggerheads  with  the 
peasant  proprietors  here.  These  fellow  country- 
men of  ours,  accustomed  to  the  free  use  of  the 
banks  of  EDglish  rivers,  insisted  on  treading 
down  the  crops  at  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  the 
story  goes  in  Dinan  that  one  of  them  threatened 
to  throw  into  the  river  a miller  who  protested 
against  the  wanton  destruction  of  his  property. 
But  the  miller  threw  the  Englishman  in  instead, 
and  he  retired  with  his  ardour  for  fishing  con- 
siderably damped ! 

The  Ranee  is  tidal  as  far  as  the  quay  of  Dinan, 
and  at  very  high  tide  the  water  at  Lehon  (a 
couple  of  miles  above  Dinan)  is  brackish,  but 
never  beyond  that.  The  salt  of  course  kills  the 
fresh-water  fish,  and  after  a high  tide  hundreds 
of  dead  dabs  are  found  floating  on  the  top  of  the 
river. 

The  salt  being  very  heavy,  and  the  river  flow- 
ing very  slowly  after  its  junction  with  the  canal, 
dredging  is  often  necessary.  When  this  is  the 
case  the  water  is  allowed  to  run  off,  and  traffic  is 
altogether  suspended.  At  other  times  the  steamers 
from  Dinard  run  backwards  and  forwards  every 
day,  and  barges  laden  with  coal  or  timber  are 
quanted  about,  giving  animation  to  the  scene. 
Large  quantities  of  dace,  pike,  perch,  bream, 
carp,  and  eels  are  constantly  hauled  in  in  great 
nets,  lowered  by  pullies  from  the  masts  of  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  or  from  stakes  fixed  on  shore  by 
the  lessee  for  the  time  being.  No  one  else  is 
allowed  to  use  a net  in  the  fresh-water,  but, 
except  in  fence  time,  the  use  of  the  rod  and  line 
is  permitted  to  everyone  who  avoids  doing  injury 
to  the  crops.  In  the  tidal  water  are  bass,  plaice, 
dabs,  sand  eels,  grey  mullet,  prawns,  cockles,  and 
small  crabs,  which  are  caught  in  the  shallows  in 
dredge  nets,  and  in  the  deeper  water  by  the  mast- 
nets  mentioned  above,  which  are  also  used  in 
Holland. 

As  we  always  prefer  to  be  in  touch  with  the 
people  of  the  places  we  visit,  we  soon  left  our 
hotel,  where  we  paid  6frs.  a day  for  each  adult, 
and  3frs.  a day  for  each  child,  and  we  are  now 
established  in  the  oldest  part  of  the  town,  in  a 
house  so  ancient  that  the  walls  and  staircase  are 
as  much  out  of  perpendicular  as  the  ceilings  and 
floors  are  of  the  horizontal ; a ra^e  combination, 
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■which  would  Ijo  fatal  to  tlio  pronorvation  of  tho 
structure  if  it  were  not  for  its  great  original 
strength.  It  took  a littlo  practice  to  learn  to 
walk  straight  hero,  for,  as  on  board  ship,  you 
have  to  mako  allowance  for  sudden  upheavals 
and  depressions.  The  staircase,  originally  a semi- 
spiral  ono,  is  so  worn  that  tho  steps  are  several 
inches  higher  against  tho  wall  than  on  tho  other 
side,  and  the  massive  oak  handrail  of  tho  banis- 
ters is- bent  liko  india-rubber.  Hut  wo  have 
plenty  of  room,  two  sitting-rooms  and  three  bed- 
rooms, all  for  26s.  a week,  and  our  windows 
command  a view  of  three  of  tho  chief  streets  of 
tho  town.  Ono  bedroom  has  the  overhanging 
front  so  characteristic  of  tho  older  houses,  and 
just  boyond  our  house  the  place  widens  consider- 
ably, various  lanes  and  alleys  abutting  on  to  it, 
from  which  ceaselessly  issue  streams  of  people 
in  all  manner  of  picturesque  costumes — bluo, 
black,  and  white  blouses  predominating  amongst 
the  men ; blue  print  dresses  and  white  caps 
amongst  the  women. 

Another  window  commands  a view  of  the 
pump  of  our  quarter,  close  to  the  entrance  to  the 
great  College  for  boys,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
street  leading  to  the  barracks  of  the  Hussars  and 
Dragoons  as  well  as  to  the  parish  church  of  St. 
Malo. 

All  day  young  girls  and  old  women  may  be 
seen  hastening  to  and  fro  to  fetch  the  daily 
water  supply,  forming  charming  groups  about 
the  pump,  chatting  eagerly  together,  or  pausing 
to  watch  a troop  of  soldiers,  a funeral  or  bridal 
procession,  or  a party  of  school  boys  marching 
in  or  out  of  their  quadrangle  to  the  music  of 
their  own  band.  At  this  college  we  are  told  a 
boy  can  be  educated,  well  educated  too,  for 
sixty  francs  a year  ! and  to  it  are  sent  the  sons 
of  well-to-do  seigneurs,  shopkeepers,  and  peasants. 
We  witnessed  from  our  eyrie  the  breaking  up  of 
the  college,  and  a most  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive scene  it  was.  Carriages  were  few,  but 
peasant  carts,  some  of  the  very  poorest,  were 
many. 

Now  and  then  a boy  in  the  school  uniform  of 
dark  blue  cloth,  with  a little  gold  braid  about  the 
sleeves  of  the  coat  and  on  the  cap,  might  be  seen 
driving  himself  into  the  quadrangle  in  an  old 
cart  drawn  by  a farm  horse  spared  for  the  grand 
occasion,  to  return  again  with  all  his  worldly 
goods  about  him : boots  tied  together  by  their 
laces,  clothes  done  up  in  different  coloured 
bags,  and  a pile  of  handsomely  bound  prizes 
tucked  under  his  arm.  Then  would  appear 
another  cart  in  which  sat  the  whole  family,  come 
to  fetch  the  scholar  home.  Father  in  blouse  and 
white  straw  hat,  mother  in  cap  and  apron,  little 
sisters  in  costumes  exactly  the  same,  tiny  caps, 
tiny  aprons,  dresses  down  to  the  heels,  and  sabots 
on  the  feet.  All  hats  go  off  as  the  humble 
vehicle  drives  up,  hands  are  shaken  warmly  by 
masters  and  priests  (there  is  no  difference  made 
between  the  rich  and  poor),  and  the  son  in  his 
spick  and  span  clothes  squeezes  himself  into  the 
small  space  left  for  him  and  embraces  his  people 
without  a scrap  of  mauvaise  honte.  A tremen- 
dous thunderstorm  broke  in  the  midst  of  the 
leavetakings,  but  it  did  not  upset  anyone’s 
temper  or  nerves  ; the  packing  and  embracing, 
the  bowing  and  the  hand-shaking  went  on  just 
the  same,  only  the  prizes  (of  whioh  every  boy 
seemed  to  have  several)  were  carefully  protected. 

( To  be  continued.) 


“INDIAN  GRASS,”  “INDIAN  WEED,” 
AND  “SILKWORM  GUT” 

In  response  to  our  recent  query  in  the  F.  G. 
respecting  “ Indian  Grass,”  so  frequently  referred 
to  in  old  angling  books,  Mr.  H.  J.  Chaytor  sends 
us  the  interesting  letter  printed  below,  with  a 
sample  of  “ Indian  Weed”  over  a yard  in  length, 
now  very  dry  and  brittle  from  age.  We  also 
received  a letter  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Dodd,  with  a 
sample  of  what  ho  thought  might  have  been 
known  as  “ Indian  Grass.”  It,  however,  seemed 
clear  to  us  that  the  latter  was  what  is  known  as 
“China  Twist,”  i.e.,  strands  of  silk  twisted  to- 
gether in  some  transparent  varnish — making  a 
very  strong,  but  harsh  and  wiry,  line,  soaking  not 
having  much  effect  in  softening  it.  Wishing  to 
have  the  opinion  of  an  expert  on  these  lines,  we 
sent  them  to  John  R.  Jackson,  Esq.,  curator  of 


museums,  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Kow,  and  wo 
give  his  reply  also: — ■ 

Mu.  Ciiaytor's  Letter. 

Comberton,  Kidderminster,  Nov.  10,  1894. 

Indian  Grass. 

Dear  Sib, — I enclose  you  herewith  a sample  of 
what  1 believe  to  be  “ Indian  Weed.”  It  was 
found  between  the  leaves  of  an  old  account  book, 
also  used  as  a ffy-book  by  an  ancostor  of  mine, 
about  1714.  It  is  of  a good  length  and  seems 
strong,  but  is  hardly  suitable  for  modern  dry  fly 
work.  In  tho  same  book  I also  found  a paper 
marked  “ silkworm  guts”  (sic)  1788.  This  date 
may  be  of  interest  as  showing  when  gut  was  in 
use. — Yours  faithfully,  H.  J.  Chaytor. 

[The  sample  is  of  a yellowish  colour,  and  in 
appearance  like  a long  fine  stem  of  dry  hay.  Mr. 
J.  R.  Jackson  has  no  doubt  it  is  Chinese  silk- 
worm gut,  thus  proving  that  the  Chinese  have  a 
large  silkworm  from  which  they  obtain  much 
greater  lengths  of  gut  than  we  get  from  Spain, 
but  of  much  inferior  quality  we  should  say.  Dr. 
Garlick,  in  America,  many  years  ago,  produced 
very  long  strands  of  gut  from  a large  American 
silkworm.  We  have  seen  some  several  feet  in 
length,  but  of  no  strength,  and  not  round  and 
sound  like  good  Spanish  gut.] 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dodd’s  Letter. 

Dear  Sir, — I see  in  this  week’s  F.  G.  a note 
by  you  respecting  “ Indian  Grass.”  I have  an 
idea  that  the  enclosed  is  a piece  of  same.  It  is 
thirty  years  old,  was  given  to  me  by  an  old 
fisherman;  it  seems  very  strong.  I should  like 
your  opinion  as  to  its  nature,  as  I have  never 
seen  anything  like  it  before. — Yours,  &c., 

Tunbridge  Wells,  Nov.  10.  W.  H.  Dodd. 

[The  sample  sent  by  Mr.  Dodd  reminded  us  of 
some  “ China  Twist,”  in  coils  of  twenty-five  yards, 
which  we  purchased  about  twenty-five  years  ago 
of  Messrs.  Williams  and  Co.,  fishing  tackle 
makers,  Great  Queen-street,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields.] 

Retly  from:  the  Curator  op  Museums,  Kew 
Gardens. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  enquiry  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  two  samples  of  line  you  sent,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  you  are 
quite  right  in  considering  the  sample  from  Tun- 
bridge Wells  twisted  silk. 

The  sample  from  Kidderminster  is  quite 
different,  and  is,  I should  say,  with  very  little 
doubt,  Chinese  silkworm  gut.  Of  this  you  may 
find  some  notes  in  the  Kew  Bulletin  for  October, 
1892,  p.  222. — Faithfully  yours, 

John  Et.  Jackson,  Curator  of  Museums,  Kew. 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Jackson  for  his 
letter,  and  have  received  permission  to  copy  the 
notes  referred  to  by  him,  as  they  are  of  much 
interest  to  anglers.]  

(From  the  “Bulletin  of  Miscellaneous  Information,” 
Royal  Gardens,  Kew.) 

Chinese  Silkworm  Gut. 

In  the  Foreign  Office  Report  on  the  trade  of 
Kiungchow  [F.  0.  Annual  Series  1891,  No.  898] 
the  following  account  is  given  of  a wild  silk  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kiungchow,  and  utilised 
locally  for  fishing  lines  : — 

“ A very  strong  silk  is  made  from  the  grub 
called  the  ‘ celestial  silkworm  ’ (‘  t’yn  ts’am  ’),  or, 
locally, ‘paddy  insect ’ (‘din  t’ang’).  This  grub 
is  found  on  a sort  of  maple,  the  feng  tree,  or 
Liquidambar  formosana,  Hance.  When  the  in- 
sect is  full  grown  it  is  thrown  into  boiling 
vinegar,  on  which  the  ‘ head  ’ of  the  gut  or  ‘ silk  ’ 
appears  ; this  is  sharply  torn  out  with  both  hands 
drawn  apart,  and  is  as  long  as  the  space  between 
them,  say  five  feet ; it  is  so  strong  that  one  single 
thread  of  it  is  sufficient  to  make  a line  with  which 
to  catch  the  smaller  kinds  of  fish.” 

The  same  subject  is  referred  to  again  in  the 
Foreign  Office  Report  on  the  trade  of  Kiungchow 
for  the  current  year  [F.  O.  Annual  Series,  1892, 
No.  1026] : — 

“ I enclose  with  this  report,  for  transmission  to 
Kew,  a specimen  of  tho  very  tough  ‘ wild  silk  ’ of 
my  last  report,  locally  used  for  fish  lines.  The 
‘ taotai  ’ of  Hainan  informs  me  that,  according  to 
popular  report,  the  insect  is  produced  upon  the 
*fcng’  tree,  or  Liquidambar  formasana,  llanco. 

“In  Canton  it  is  called  ‘yii-sz,’  or  ‘ fish  silk,’ 
also  ‘ yii-sz  t’an,’ or  ‘ fish  silk  head.’  In  Hoihow 
it  is  called  ‘hang-ti’  (ch’ung-.'Zi),  or  ‘insect  silk,’ 


and  it  is  said  to  cost  £60  the  1331,1b.,  or  £1,000  tho 
ton.  Another  account  says  that  the  insect  which 
produces  this  tough  silk  is  found  everywhere,  but 
is  seen  at  its  best  in  Hainan,  on  the  summits  of 
isolated  mountains  in  the  ‘ Lai-mui  ’ (Ling-m6n) 
neighbourhood.  In  the  early  summer  (3rd  and 
4th  moons)  of  each  year  the  insect  feeds  on  the 
leaves  of  the  ‘chang’  (or P camphor)  tree,  and 
dies  when  the  leaves  fall  off.  The  male  produces 
a single  and  the  female  a double  thread  of  silk, 
that  produced  by  the  female  being,  however,  of 
inferior  quality.  Specimens  of  the  insect  were 
promised  me  for  the  month  of  April, but  I regret 
to  say  that  I shall  not  be  in  a position  to  welcome 
their  arrival.” 

The  specimens  mentioned  in  the  latter  extract 
were  received  from  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Parker, 
and  are  now  in  the  Kew  Museum.  The  pro- 
duction of  silk-gut  in  China  is  a subject  that 
was  very  prominently  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Consul  Swinhoe  nearly  a quarter  of  a century 
ago.  The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the 
correspondence  which  took  place  at  that  time,  to 
supplement  the  information  now  given  by  Mr. 
Parker : — 

Foreign  Office  to  Royal  Gardens,  Kew. 
Shi,  Foreign  Office,  May  7,  1867. 

I am  directed  by  Lord  Stanley  to  transmit 
to  you  a copy  of  a despatch  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Consul  at  Amoy,  containing  information  in  regard 
to  a silk-producing  caterpillar  which  is  found  in 
that  part  of  China,  and  forwarding  specimens  of 
silkworm  gut  drawn  from  this  caterpillar  by  the 
natives.  I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  Hammond. 

Dr.  Hooker,  Royal  Gardens,  Kew. 


H.B.M.  Consul,  Amoy,  to  Foreign  Office. 

British  Consulate,  Amoy,  March  11th,  1867. 
My  Lord, 

Commercial  men  may  like  to  learn  that  in  the 
south  of  China  a silk-producing  caterpillar  is 
found  on  the  leaves  of  a forest  tree.  I have  the 
honour  to  enclose  some  pieces  of  silkworm  gut 
drawn  from  this  caterpillar  by  the  natives  of  this 
district.  This  appears  to  be  the  sole  use  to  which 
the  creature  is  here  applied.  For  this  purpose  it 
is  not  reared  in  captivity,  but  captured  on  its 
descending  from  the  tree  to  spin  its  cocoon  in  the 
earth  previous  to  its  transforming  into  the 
chrysalid  state.  The  matured  worms  are  steeped 
in  vinegar  for  a day  and  then  drawn  out  into 
gut,  which  is  used  for  fishing  lines  and  for 
various  economical  and  ornamental  purposes. 

I have  not  been  able  yet  to  procure  the  insect 
so  as  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  known  or  not  to 
naturalists,  but  as  soon  as  the  season  comes 
round  I have  no  doubt  that  I shall  be  able  to  do 
so.  The  curious  fact  regarding  it  is  that  it  sub- 
sists on  the  leaves  of  a Liquidambar^  tree  that 
flourishes  from  Canton  to  Nanking  and  in  For- 
mosa, and  of  which  a near  ally,  L.  styraciflua, 
thrives  in  North  America.  So  that  if  eventually 
it  be  found  worth  while  to  cultivate  the  insect  for 
the  sake  of  its  silk,  I should  think  it  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  to  educate  it  to  feed  upon  the 
leaves  of  that  American  forest  tree. 

The  late  Mr.  Oldham,  travelling  botanist  for 
Kew  Gardens,  and  myself  in  1864  first  procured 
this  tree  at  Tamsuy,  Formosa.  We  sent  speci- 
mens of  it  to  Dr.  H.  F.  Hance,  H.M.  Vice-Consul 
at  Whampoa,  who  is  the  botanical  authority  in 
China,  and  he  described  it  as  a new  species  of 
Liquidambar,  and  named  it  L.  formosana.  It 
formed  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  trees  in  the 
mountain  forests  of  Formosa.  On  my  return  to 
Amoy  last  year  I found  it  abundant  in  the  woods 
of  the  interior  here,  and  wrote  and  informed  Dr. 
Hance  of  the  fact.  Dr.  Hance  replied  that  he 
had  also  seen  it  common  about  120  miles  above 
Canton,  and  that  it  was  there  called  the  “ Bastard 
Chestnut,”  and  that  “a  caterpillar  feeds  on  it, 
the  chrysalis  of  which  yields  a coarse  silk.” 

Tho  mention  of  the  silkworm  incited  mo  to 
make  every  inquiry  about  the  treo  at  Amoy,  and 
as  1 have  above  stated  I find  that  such  a worm 
does  also  occur  on  the  treo  here,  but  that  it  is 
only  used  for  silkworm  gut. 

Tho  Liquidambar  formosana,  llanco  saj’s,  is 
known  to  iho  Chinese  as  tho  Fung  (or  Feng)  tree. 
Tho  Chinese  Gazetteer  of  Formosa  gives  tho 
name  as  of  a tree  occurring  in  Formosa  but 
nothing  more.  The  Cbineso  standard  Dictionary 
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of  Kanghe  gives  a peculiarly  Chinese  account  of 
it,  but  makes  no  allusion  to  the  caterpillar. 

***** 

I learn  from  the  natives  that  the  bark  is  fra- 
grant when  charred,  and  that  a decoction  of  the 
leaves  is  used  as  a stomachic.  A resinous  sap  is 
tapped  from  the  tree  which  is  sometimes  used  in 
lamps  in  place  of  oil. 

JL|.  JL.  Ak 

■W  TV  T?  "/V  "7V 

As  so  much  interest  is  now  taken  in  silk-pro- 
ducing insects,  no  further  excuse  may  be  needed 
for  my  boldness  in  communicating  the  informa- 
tion for  your  Lordship’s  consideration.  I trust 
in  due  course  of  time  to  be  able  to  lay  before  you 
some  particulars  about  the  worm  itself. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  Robert  Swinhoe, 

H.B.M.  Consul  at  Amoy. 

The  Lord  Stanley. 


H.B  M.  Consul,  Amoy,  to  Foreign  Office. 

British  Consulate,  Amoy,  10th  April,  1867. 
My  Lord, 

Referring  to  my  despatch  of  11th  March, 
1867,  I have  now  the  honour  to  forward  a f ew 
cocoons  of  the  silk-producing  worm  of  the  Liquid- 
ambar  formosana,  Hance.  I have  not  yet  seen 
the  moth,  but  judging  from  the  cocoon,  it  is 
pretty  certain  that  we  have  here  no  Bombyx. 
The  cocoons  are  worked  by  the  insect  on  the  bark 
of  the  tree,  and  are  so  hard,  coarse,  and  thin,  that 
in  the  first  place  it  can  be  no  easy  matter  to  un- 
ravel the  silk,  in  the  second,  when  unravelled, 
the  silk  could  only  be  converted  into  very  coarse 
textures,  and  in  the  third  place,  there  is  ap- 
parently so  little  of  the  silk  that  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  would  ever  be  worth  while  to  attempt 
to  acclimatise  and  domesticate  the  insect  in  the 
west.  I have  already  informed  your  Lordship 
that  in  this  district  the  Chinese  use  this  worm 
only  for  the  purpose  of  making  silkworm  gut, 
but  that  I had  been  informed  that  in  the  Canton 
province,  the  silk,  such  as  it  is,  is  woven.  Only 
lately  Dr.  H.  F.  Hance,  H.B.M.  Vice-Consul  at 
Whampoa,  wrote  to  tell  me  that  the  cocoons  are 
sent  from  the  Canton  district  to  Cbinchan,  bor- 
dering on  Fokien,  and  there  manufactured ; I 
have  not,  however,  succeeded  in  procuring  a 
sample  of  this  manufacture.  I have  myself  no 
great  hopes  of  the  usefulness  of  this  cocoon 
among  European  cultivators,  I,  nevertheless,  take 
the  liberty  to  forward  the  few  specimens  that  I 
have  been  able  to  acquire  that  their  value  maybe 
tested  by  qualified  persons.  Two  or  three  of  the 
enclosed  cocoons  contain  live  pupae. 

In  conclusion,  I may  remark  that  the  true  silk- 
worm is  only  reared  here  in  small  quantities,  and 
more  as  an  amusement  for  Chinese  families  than 
for  commercial  purposes.  I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  R Swinhoe. 

The  Lord  Stanley. 

P.S. — I am  forwarding  to  the  Royal  Gardens, 
Kew,  a few  live  bushes  of  the  Diguidambar  for- 
mosana. (Signed)  R.  Swinhoe. 


The  specimens  of  gut  sent  by  Mr.  Swinhoe 
were  submitted  by  Sir  Joseph  Hooker  to  the  late 
Mr.  Daniel  Hanbury,  F R.S.,  and  his  opinion  upon 
them  was  as  follows  : — 

“Silkworm  gut  i3  manufactured  in  Spain  by  a 
process  which  is  briefly  and  clearly  described  in 
lire’s  Dictionary  of  Arts  and  Manufactures.  The 
process  described  by  Mr.  Swinhoe  is  essentially 
the  same.  The  sample  which  he  has  sent  is,  how- 
ever, as  I am  informed  on  good  authority,  not 
first  rate,  yet  not  so  bad  as  to  be  unsaleable  in 
the  market  here.  Good  silkworm  gut  is  evenly 
round  like  wire,  silky,  bright,  and  colourless. 
The  thickest  and  longest  is  most  in  request,  and 
such  quality  is  scarce.  Fine  is  also  in  demand. 

“ The  article  is  usually  put  up  in  little  bundles 
of  100  threads  each,  and  these  again  in  tens.” 

The  article  in  Ure’s  Dictionary  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures  and  Mines  mentioned  by  Mr.  Han- 
bury is  found  in  Vol.  II.,  p.  619.  Silkworm  gut 
for  angling  is  made  as  follows  : 

“ Select  a number  of  the  best  and  largest  silk- 
worms, just  when  they  are  beginning  to  spin, 
which  is  known  by  their  refusing  to  eat,  and 
having  a fine  silk  thread  hanging  from  their 
mouths.  Immerse  them  in  strong  vinegar,  and 
cover  them  closely  for  twelve  hours,  if  the 
weather  be  warm,  but  two  or  three  hours  longer, 
if  it  be  cool.  When  taken  out,  and  pulled 


asunder,  two  transparent  guts  will  be  observed, 
of  a yellow  green  colour,  as  thick  as  a small 
straw,  bent  double.  The  rest  of  the  entrails 
resembles  boiled  spinach,  and  therefore  can 
occasion  no  mistake  as  to  the  silk  gut.  If  this 
be  soft,  or  break  upon  stretching  it,  it  is  a proof 
that  the  worm  has  not  been  long  enough  under 
the  influence  of  the  vinegar.  When  the  gut  is 
fit  to  draw  out,  the  one  end  of  it  is  to  be  dipped 
into  the  vinegar,  and  the  other  end  is  to  be 
stretched  gently  to  the  proper  length.  When 
thus  drawn  out,  it  must  be  kept  extended  on  a 
thin  piece  of  board,  by  putting  its  extremeties 
into  slits  in  the  end  of  the  wood,  or  fastening 
them  to  pins,  and  then  exposed  in  the  sun  to  dry. 
Thus  genuine  silk  gut  is  made  in  Spain.  From 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  dried  the  ends  are 
always  more  or  less  compressed  or  attenuated.” 

In  a further  report,  dated  23rd  July,  1867,  Mr. 
Swinhoe  communicated  to  the  Foreign  Office  the 
following  notes  on  the  Chinese  Liquidambar  silk- 
worm : — 

“Near  the  end  of  June  small  boys  are  set  to 
watch  under  the  trees  for  the  worms  to  descend, 
lowering  themselves  on  their  own  threads.  They 
do  not  come  down  until  they  are  ready  to  spin. 
As  soon  as  a worm  descends  it  is  at  once  caught 
and  broken,  and  the  silk-gut  there  and  then  ex- 
tracted, steeped  in  vinegar,  washed  and  drawn 
out.  The  small  boys  are  always  provided  with 
vinegar  and  water  when  in  the  capture,  as  the 
operation  brooks  of  no  delay.  If  the  worms  are 
kept  at  all  the  gut  is  useless  and  will  not  draw. 
Each  gut,  if  properly  managed,  will  draw  out  to 
20ft.  or  30ft.  The  gut  is  dried  in  a shady  place, 
and  is  then  rolled  up  and  considered  ready  for  use.” 

The  specimens  so  far  received  of  this  silkworm 
consist  of  cocoons  only,  and  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  determine  it  from  these  alone.  It  may 
possibly  be  Attacus  Pernyi,  but  the  imago  or 
mature  insect  is  necessary  to  settle  the  point. 
The  cocoons  sent  by  Mr.  Swinhoe  are  attached 
to  the  bark  of  a tree,  and  are  of  a dull  grey 
colour.  The  upper  narrower  end  forms  a natural 
orifice  for  the  exit  of  the  moth,  and  hence  the 
cocoons  are  not  closed  like  those  of  the  ordinary 
silkworm.  It  is  possible  that  the  silk  from  tbe«e 
open  Chinese  cocoons,  as  anticipated  by  Mr. 
Swinhoe,  may  not  be  of  any  special  value.  Some 
fabrics  have,  however,  been  made  from  the  silk, 
and  specimens  were  forwarded  by  Mr.  Swinhoe. 
These  unfortunately  were  required  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  be  returned  to  the  Foreign  Office 
in  1868  for  the  information  cf  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Mr.  Swinhoe  stated  that  the  fabric  to  which  he 
refers  as  “ ‘ crape  pongee  ’ could  not  meet  the 
demand,  and  the  stuff  eventually  got  out  of 
fashion,  though  many  still  wear  it  [in  1867]  at 
Chaochowfoo.”  He  adds,  “ it  is  mostly  spun  for 
home  use  and  for  trade  on  special  demand.” 

In  a letter  addressed  to  Kew,  dated  Foochow, 
May  31,  1892,  Mr.  F.  Cave  Thomas  evidently 
refers  to  the  silk-gut  from  the  same  insect  as 
follows  : — 

“ Enclosed  I take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a 
specimen  of  a product  yielded  in  this  part  of 
China  by  a worm  (somewhat  akin  to  a silkworm), 
and  in  considerable  demand  for  the  purpose  of 
making  fish  lines.  Would  it  be  asking  too  much 
of  you  to  give  me  your  views  upon  the  proba- 
bility of  introducing  this  commodity  into  use  in 
England  for  a similar  purpose  . . . 

“ It  seems  so  strong  and  serviceable  that  there 
should  be  an  opening  in  England  if  someone 
would  take  the  matter  up. 

“ I beg  to  thank  you  for  aDy  assistance  you  can 
afford  me.  It  costs  about  6s.  fid.  to  7s.  per  pound.” 

Messrs.  Charles  Farlow  and  Co.,  Fishing  Tackle 
Manufacturers,  191,  Strand,  to  whom  Mr.  Thomas’ 
specimens  were  referred,  state  that  the  “ gut  ” 
they  use  is  from  the  ordinary  silkworm,  and  it 
can  only  be  obtained  (exactly  as  they  wish  it) 
from  Spain.  The  Chinese  gut  they  describe  as 
“ very  similar  to  what  we  have  seen  many  years 
ago,  perhaps  not  quite  so  brittle.  It  could  not  be 
used  for  fishing  purposes,  and  we  do  not  know  for 
what  purpose  it  could  lie  used.” 

In  a JIandboolc  of  British  Commerce  by  Mr.  P. 
L.  Simmonds,  F.L.S.,  1892,  p.  153,  silkworm  gut 
is  described  “ as  an  animal  fibre  used  for  making 
leaders  for  fishing  lines,  imported  from  China 
obtainfd  by  steeping  the  silk  caterpillar  in  vine- 
gar. One  hundred  and  fifty  hundredweights  are 
sometimes  shipped  to  Europe  from  one  port, 
K'ungchow.  ’ 


NOTES  ON  VARIOUS  METHODS  OF 
ANGLING. 


From  the  wonderfully  fine  tackle  of  your 
Sheffield  roacher,  with  his  extremely  pliant  rod, 
to  the  long,  straight,  beautifully-tapered,  18ft. 
comparatively  stiff  pole  of  a crack  Lea-man, 
with  no  reel,  tight  line,  and  his  well-known 
quick,  yet  peculiar  method  of  disjointing  to  enable 
him  to  re-bait  and  land  his  quarry,  &c.,  the 
anomalies  in  fishing  are,  to  say  the  least,  re- 
markable ; the  styles  as  practised  on  the  Thames, 
Lea,  Ouse,  Arun,  Trent,  Witham,  and  Norfolk 
Broads  differing  greatly  in  some  respects,  and 
even  the  most  clever  exponents  successfully 
carrying  out  the  same  methods  on  quite  opposite 
principles.  “I  can  strike  a fish  quite  as  well 
with  the  handles  of  my  reel  on  the  right-hand 
side  as  the  left,”  once  said  a Sheffield  angler  to 
me,  but,  after  carefully  watching  the  proceedings 
of  several  well-known  experts,  I came  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  taking  all  things  into  consideration, 
the  latter  method  was  decidely  the  best,  and  I 
know  one  Thames  angler  who  prefers  this  method. 
For  instance,  I believe  a first-rate  Sheffield  roacher, 
be  he  fishing  a Lincolnshire  drain,  the  canal-like 
Fossdyke,  slowly-flowing  Witham,  or  a gentle 
Trent  eddy  in  a gin-fine  water,  will,  owing  to 
his  marvellously  fine  tackle,  and  judicious 
ground-baiting,  succeed  where  an  angler  using 
ordinary  tackle  would  fail,  or  tackle  that  an 
ordinary  angler  might  think  fine,  but  when  fish- 
ing with  the  bait  off  the  bottom  the  latter  angler’s 
tackle  is  often  not  fine  enough,  and  he  returns 
home  with  little  or  nothing  in  his  basket.  A 
Trent  angler,  carefully  suiting  his  tackle  to  the 
force  of  the  stream,  and  necessarily  ha.ving  the 
greatest  weight  where  the  stream  is  the  strongest, 
i.e.,  nearest  the  surface,  with  the  bottom  shot 
12in.  or  15in.  from  the  hook,  and  always  taking 
care  that  the  size  of  his  hook  varies  ac- 
cording to  the  bait  used,  gentles  No.  11, 
paste  No.  10,  wheat  or  malt  No.  12,  &c , with 
a 10ft.  6in.  or  lift,  light  rod,  sharp  action, 
quick  running  3in.  reel,  and  very  fine  line,  is 
enabled  to  strike  his  fish  much  further  from  the 
rod-top  than  your  Sheffield  angler.  In  the  height 
of  summer  he  chooses  swims  varying  from  4ft.  to 
8ft.  (if  necessary  using  five  or  six  shots),  and  at 
this  period  sometimes  catching  roach  well  off  the 
bottom,  where  they  will  feed,  for,  on  a sudden 
change  of  temperature,  they  have  a habit  of 
shifting  to  deeper  water  ; beginning  with  gentles 
for  July,  stewed  wheat  for  August  and  Septem- 
ber in  clear  water,  and  paste  when  possible  in 
winter.  It  very  often  happens  that  the  Sheffield 
angler  has  no  opportunity  to  lure  his  quarry  by 
the  aid  of  the  current,  and  he  is  obliged  to 
cast  his  tiny  red-capped  pigeon-quill  and  one 
or  two  small  shots  over  weed-beds  into  deeper 
and  clearer  places,  the  bait  sinking  in  a very 
natural  manner,  and  owing  to  the  tremendous 
force  put  into  the  ca9t  to  get  the  tackle  out  the 
distance  required,  the  baits  under  these  circum- 
stances he  chiefly  uses  being  wheat  and  gentles. 
Paste  and  wasp  grub3  of  course  are  used  when 
he  gets  the  opportunity  ; but  such  tackle  as  is 
employed  by  the  Sheffield  angler  would  generally 
be  utterly  useless  on  such  rivers  as  the  Arun  and 
the  Yare,  for  the  Yare  is  usually  fished  from  a 
boat,  and  the  chief  thing  on  the  flow  and  ebb  of 
the  tide  is  to  get  one’s  bait  near  the  bottom  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  this  can  only  be  done 
with  rather  heavy  tackle,  the  depth  being  altered 
from  time  to  time  to  suit  the  tide ; and  with 
respect  to  the  Arun,  I am  certain  that  such  a gut- 
tackle  on  a Lea  roach-pole  as  is  used  by  a Shef- 
field angler  would  be  broken  by  the  first  31b.  or 
4lb.  bream  that  was  hooked,  in  spite  of  all  that 
could  be  done  to  prevent  such  a catastrophe,  and 
by  nine  anglers  out  of  ten  would  be  voted 
utterly  useless,  especially  at  low  tide. 

Although  both  Boston  and  Norwich  anglers 
may  be  seen  fishing  with  the  line  tied  round  the 
ring  at  the  bottom  of  the  float,  I have  never  seen 
this  method  practised  on  the  Lea,  Thames,  or 
Trent,  and  the  mere  fact  of  there  being  no  cap  or 
fastening  on  the  upper  part  of  the  tell-tale,  of 
course  makes  no  difference  to  the  proper  cocking 
of  the  float,  and  it  only  proves  that  those  anglers 
who  practise  this  style,  must  think  that  it  enables 
them  to  strike  a fish  better  than  by  following  either 
the  Thames  or  Lea  methods  ; but  whether  it  will 
ever  be  practised  on  either  river  it  is  impossible 
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to  nay.  Ono  would  think  that  the  position  in 
which  the  float  .starulH,  with  tho  lino  fastened  to 
tho  bottom  ring,  would  rather  prevent  than  aid 
tho  angler  in  hooking  his  fish,  but  it  is  quito 
evident  that  many  anglers  think  otherwise. 

Thero  can  bo  no  (|uosiion  that  there  arc  plenty 
of  roach  swims  in  tho  Trent  that  a Lea  roacher 
could  successfully  fish  with  an  lMft.  roach- 
polo  ; on  the  other  hand,  to  follow  a float  down 
with  the  rod-top  in  some  of  these  swims  with  such 
a weapon,  more  especially  in  the  height  of 
summer,  would  most  assuredly  frighten  every 
fish.  It  is  in  similar  swims  that  the  Trent  style 
will  always  hold  its  own  against  any  other,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  any  method  will  ever  supersede 
tho  Sheffield  style  for  fishing  in  still,  clear  water, 
for  owing  to  the  wonderfully  fino  tackle  brought 
into  play,  large  roach  are  often  taken  with  the 
bait  off  the  bottom,  in  water  which  is  very  often 
as  clear  as  crystal.  0.  H. 


gkotcl)  ^lotes. 

By  Mac. 

Already  there  is  a stir  amongst  salmon  anglers 
about  the  renting  of  fishings  for  the  coming 
season.  Despite  their  exasperation  with  the 
wretchedness  of  the  past  autumn’s  sport,  and 
their  nowise  good  fishing  in  spring,  lots  of  anglers 
have  decided  to  “ hold  on  ” at  the  old  rent. 
Others  thinking,  on  account  of  the  great  outlay, 
that  it  is  too  risky  to  embark  again,  have 
given  up,  and  of  the  fishings  thus  parted 
with,  a good  few,  it  is  known,  have  already  been 
taken  up  by  new  hands  at  the  old  figure.  Pro- 
prietors are  standing  out  for  the  old  rents,  and 
some  are  even  asking  an  advance,  but, 
though  the  latter  may  be  got — and  has,  it  would 
appear,  been  got  in  a case  or  two — from  those 
who  are  sanguine  in  believing  that  (inthe  autumn 
especially)  the  low-water  mark  in  salmon  angling 
was  reached  this  year,  the  knowing  ones  are 
shaking  their  heads,  and  declaring  emphatically 
that  the  old  rents  were  the  maximum  value,  and 
that  not  a penny  in  excess  of  them  will  they 
agree  to  pay  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  sport 
which  the  results  of  the  few  past  seasons 
have  so  unpleasantly  demonstrated  to,  and 
forced  home  upon,  them.  Likely  to  some  extent 
owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  sport  with  salmon, 
but  more,  as  I imagine,  due  to  a growing  taste 
for  capital  trouting,  a great  demand  has  sprung 
up  for  early-season  river  trouting ; and  from 
tackle-makers  and  agents  I learn  that  first-class 
reaches  on  the  two  most  celebrated  North  country 
rivers,  Don  and  Deveron,  are  meantime  much 
sought  after.  Prom  a proprietor  who  owns  miles 
of  the  very  finest  trouting  on  the  former  river, 
but  who  does  not  let,  I have  an  invitation  to  fish 
as  much  as  I like  in  May — the  best  month  of  all 
for  his  water — some  miles  beyond  Alford. 


Will  the  writer  of  the  highly  interesting  and 
intelligent  letter  in  your  issue  of  last  week  who 
subscribes  himself  “ Mona,”  and  gives  the 
address  Port  Askaig,  Moy,  N.B.  (presumably 
Port  Askaig,  Islay)  communicate  with  me  through 
you  regarding  his  observations  and  any  desired 
elucidations,  if  he  has  any  wish  to  be  placed  in 
communication  with  one  of  the  most  experienced, 
careful,  and  competent  observers  of  the  Salmo- 
nidx  that  Scotland  can  boast  of,  albeit  a man  of 
no  pretensions,  but  an  earnest,  painstaking 
ichthyologist  of  whom  we  have  too  few. 


I hear  from  an  Inverness-shire  friend  that : 
“ The  past  salmon  season  (taken  as  a whole)  on 
the  principal  fisheries  of  the  Ness  basin  was  an 
average  one.  The  River  Oich  yielded  very  well — 
indeed,  better  than  for  several  years  previously. 
The  salmon  trolling  on  Loch  Ness  was  attended 
with  varied  success — some  boats  obtaining  good, 
others  very  poor  results.  However,  in  speaking 
of  the  grand  total  results,  it  can  bo  said  that  they 
were  pretty  fair.  The  fishing  of  the  first  two 
months  on  tho  River  Garry  was  remarkably 
good.  As  many  as  eight  large  salmon  were 
got  in  a day,  and  five  was  quite  a usual  catch. 
During  the  months  of  May  and  Juno  the  river 
was  too  low,  and  as  the  anglers  did  not  push 
(because  seeming  not  to  care  for)  the  trolling  on 
Loch  Oich,  which  yields  so  splendidly,  the  record 
for  the  season  was  considerably  lowered.  The 


sport  on  the  River  Ness  in  the  autumn,  even 
though  tho  water  was  frequently  rather  low,  a 
good  deal  exceedod  that  of  an  average  season ; 
fish  were  particularly  plentiful,  and  the  Inver- 
nessians  had,  as  a rule,  very  good  sport  with  the 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  on  the  free  days. 
We  will  soon  be  looking  for  the  appearance  at  the 
head  of  Loch  Ness  of  some  of  the  first  runners  of 
the  1 winter  migration.’  ” 


He  speaks  out  in  forcible  language,  this  friend, 
who  says  : “ Of  all  the  rivers  I know  the  North 
Esk  contains  the  finest  and  most  handsome  largo 
salmon  and  the  most  fish  for  its  size,  and  yet  it 
is  the  rotlene8t  in  respect  of  the  way  it  is  fished. 
Only  a very  few  of  the  scores  of  anglers  on  it 
in  the  autumn  fish  in  a fair  and  sportsmanlike 
mariner.  The  stranger  is  not  on  it  an  hour  ere 
be  is  told  in  the  most  barefaced  way  to  ‘ put  on 
the  plunger ! ’ Concerning  the  obstructions,  I 
am  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  fisher- 
man (and  spectators  who  come  to  see  the  fun !) 
dancing  upon  the  dykes  and  whooping  and  yell- 
ing like  Indians  in  a war  dance,  frighten  the  fish 
and  prevent  their  ascent  contrary  to  fishery  law. 
As  for  the  wholesale  sniggering  in  the  small  holes 
at  the  back  of  the  dykes  which  are  packed  with 
fish,  it  is  sickening  and  beastly.”  Hear,  hear  ! I 
sayamen  to  that,  and  more  ; and  I’ve  some  friends 
who  might  say  something  too. 


Large  brown  trout  on  the  eve  of  spawning, 
grilse  black  and  bugged,  and  small  salmon  almost 
ripe  for  the  redds,  were  openly  and  freely 
snatched  in  the  river  Bogie  below  the  dyke  at 
the  back  of  the  mills  at  Huntly,  by  “locals” 
using  the  Stewart  tackle  (!),  during  the  floods  in 
the  latter  part  of  October  last.  Tnis  is  no  new 
game ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  a “ fixed  institu- 
tion” at  which  all  the  native  adepts  compete. 
It  is  a most  objectionable  affair,  both  in  spirit 
and  practice,  and  the  wonder  to  me  is  that  the 
district  fishery  board  has  not  taken  cognisance  of 
it  ere  now. 


Contrary  to  what  has  proved  general,  the 
spawning  of  grilse  and  spring  salmon — the  flush 
of  it  at  any  rate — did  not  this  year  take  place 
quite  so  soon  as  usual  in  a number  of  the  rivers 
of  the  “ far  North.”  This,  I think,  may  to  some 
extent  have  been  due  to  the  oncome  of  an  early 
snowstorm. 


A eriend  writing  me  from  Caithness  says : 
“ We  have  our  hatchery  well  filled  with  salmon 
and  trout  ova.  In  this  quarter  we  had  few  fish 
on  the  redds  until  ten  days  later  in  the  season 
than  we  had  them  last  year.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  fishing  a great  many  salmon  were  about 
the  coast.  Numbers  were  killed  by  fishermen  in 
Wick  Bay  after  the  expiry  of  the  legal  netting 
time — some  nights  as  many  as  sixty  fish.  I 
wonder  if  Mr.  Hogarth,  the  lessee  of  the  fishings, 
knew  of  this,  and  if  so,  how  does  he  think,  will  it 
affect  his  interests  in  the  future  P The  ‘ little 
game  ’ of  the  sea  fishermen,  as  first  practised  on 
the  Tweed  and  about  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed  at 
Berwick,  is  apparently  making  rapid  strides 
towards  the  Ultima  Thule.” 


For  about  a week  past  most  of  the  Scotch 
salmon  rivers  have  run  in  steadier  volume.  And, 
as  bearing  on  the  spawning  of  the  fish,  this 
improvement  in  the  state  of  matters  is  noted 
with  much  pleasure  by  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  our  salmon  fisheries.  It  has  come 
about,  too,  at  what  may  be  called  just  the  right 
time,  and  that  it  may  continue  for  some  weeks  is 
particularly  to  be  desired,  since  between  the  end 
of  November  and  the  beginning  of  January  is  the 
period  during  which  the  mass  of  the  late-running 
and  largest  salmon  occupy  the  redds  and  spawn 
out.  On  the  whole,  collectors  of  ova  for  hatcheries 
have  been  fortunate,  some  having  already  got  their 
full  complement,  and  for  this  I should  think  they 
have  reason  to  be  thankful,  considering  that  last 
year  a good  many  of  them  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
more  than  half  the  de.-ired  quantity  of  “ eggs.” 
One  or  two  hatchery  managers  in  the  north  do 
not  begin  to  stock  until  late  in  December,  and 
their  object — surely  a most  praiseworthy  one — is 
to  save  the  spawn  of  fish  that  have  not  spawned 
through  having,  by  reason  of  dykes  and  other 
obstructions,  been  unable  to  reach  the  spawning 


grounds.  The  then  accumulated  fish  are  caught 
and  stripped,  blessed,  returned  to  the  water,  and 
told  to  go  back  to  the  sea  ! 


When  a river  is  netted  for  many  miles  inland 
— even  be  it  a comparatively  unobstructed  river, 
such,  for  example,  as  are  Tay  and  Spey — few  of 
the  fish,  in  spring  especially,  when  the  water  is 
very  cold,  and  when  accordingly  they  make  but 
slow  headway,  can  get  beyond  the  farthest  inland 
nets  before  the  weekly  slap  terminates,  hence  it 
follows  that  under  the  system  of  an  unvaried 
weekly  close  time  which  obtains  in  Scotland, 
scarcely  any  of  the  early-season  fish  escape  to 
push  in  course  of  time  to  the  remotest 
inland  waters,  the  spawning  grounds  of 
which  are  consequently,  in  the  breeding 
season,  unutilised  in,  shall  I say,  a hundredth 
part  of  their  full  capacity,  for  their  natural 
purposes.  Individually  and  collectively  all 
the  interests  therefor  suffer;  and,  though 
the  netsmen  and  the  netting  proprietors  cannot 
or  will  not  see  it,  it  is  indisputable  that  they  are 
bound  to  suffer,  and  suffer  still  more  year  after 
year,  so  long  as  matters  stand  precisely  as  they 
are  at  present.  I know  one  river — not  a large 
one,  certainly — which  is  netted  for  many  miles 
inland  throughout  the  whole  of  the  netting 
season.  For  spring  aDgling  it  would  be  first- 
rate,  and  for  summer  angling  a very  sporting 
stream  indeed,  Wf-re  it  not  that  it  is  most  cruelly 
used.  Spanning  its  whole  breadth  are  several 
dyke  obstructions,  one  of  which  in  sp-ing  keep3 
back  below  it  the  whole  of  the  fish  bent  on  ascent 
until  the  water  reaches  a certain  temperature, 
when,  with  sufficient  volume,  they  can  easily  pass 
beyond.  In  the  pool  below  the  dyke  in  question 
thousands  of  “ springers  ” are  netted  every  year, 
and  when  too  many  are  got  at  one  time,  which  is 
often  the  case,  the  netsmen  of  the  lessee  are 
instructed,  should  the  market  price  not  be  good 
at  the  time,  to  retain  only  a few  to  put  forward 
for  sale,  and  to  return  the  rest  to  the  water  until 
such  time  as  more  satisfactory  prices  are  ruling, 
when  again  they  are  taken  out  of  precisely  the 
same  hole  or  pool  from  which  in  the  interval  they 
have  had  no  possible  chance  of  getting  away.  The 
upper  waters  of  this  river  are  in  consequence  a 
barren  waste,  containing  not  a single  early- 
spawning  fish,  hence  the  productiveness  of  the 
stream  is  woefully  crippled;  and,  besides,  the 
owners  of  dozens  of  miles  of  rod  fishings  get  no 
fishing  at  all — at  least,  until  late  in  autumn,  if 
even  then.  Again,  in  summer,  when  the  fish  run 
much  more  quickly  forward,  and  easily,  when  the 
water  is  ample,  get  over  all  the  dykes,  the  nets- 
men on  Monday  morning  commence  operations 
(and  without  a break  peg  in  the  whole  week) 
farther  inland  than  even  the  first  of  them  to  leave 
the  sea  on  Saturday  night  have  yet  succeeded  in 
making  their  way.  Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
system  of  a weekly  close  time  which  is  not  varied 
operates  most  ruinously  on  the  river’s  produc- 
tiveness, besides  almost  wholly  cutting  out  of 
sport  with  the  rod  all  those  well  and  justly 
entitled  to  it.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  its 
broader  scope  and  effect,  it  must  surely  be  seen 
and  acknowledged  that  it  would  be  to  the 
immense  advantage  of  all  concerned  to  have,  by 
the  institution  of  a well- conceived  varied  close 
time,  the  whole  of  the  spawning  beds  along  the 
entire  length  of  our  rivers  occupied,  fully  as 
possible,  during  the  spawning  season  by  the  fish 
of  the  various  migrations,  which  naturally  settle, 
according  to  circumstances  (locally),  in  well- 
defined  reaches  at  different  distances  from  the 
sea.  


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Trout  Preserva- 
tion Association  of  Scotland  was  held  in  Glasgow 
the  other  week,  Mr.  John  Stewart  in  the  chair. 
The  report  for  the  past  year  was  read  and  adopted. 
It  stated  that  throughout  the  season  operations 
had  been  continued  in  respect  of  watching  and 
netting  for  pike  in  the  various  lochs  over  which 
supervision  was  taken  by  the  association.  Tho 
committee  had  kept  the  subject  of  the-  Crown 
fishings  being  reserved  for  angling  purposes, 
under  proper  conditions  the  members  ot  Parlia- 
ment for  Scotland,  by  means  of  tho  annual 
reports.  The  efforts  of  the  association  had 
been  appliod  to  Lochs  Lomond,  Katrine, 
and  Achray,  as  those  waters  afforded  an 
excellent  field  for  cultivation  of  yellow  trout, 
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and,  if  properly  developed,  would  give  to 
anglers  a satisfactory  return  for  any  money 
expended  on  them.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
season  angling  on  these  lochs  was  very  good,  but 
in  common  with  Loch  Leven  and  lochs  in  the 
West  of  Scotland  later  in  the  season,  whatever 
was  the  cause,  angling  became  unproductive. 
For  the  protection  of  the  streams  and  spawning 
heds  watchers  were  appointed  on  Lochs  Katrine 
and  Acliray  and  on  Loch  Lomond  (head).  The 
watchers  entered  upon  their  duties  in  November 
last,  and  reported  each  week  to  the  secretary. 
These  reports  showed  that  all  the  streams  were 
well  supplied  with  spawning  fish.  In  consequence 
of  the  new  works  of  the  Glasgow  Water  Com- 
missioners now  being  construsted  in  the  vicinity 
of  Loch  Katrine,  it  was  necessary  that  a vigilant 
watch  should  be  kept  on  this  loch.  Pike 
netting  in  the  lochs  was  continued.  The  pike 
netters  were  appointed  in  February  last,  nets 
having  been  supplied  to  them,  and  the  capture 
of  the  pike  was  as  follows : “ On  Loch  Katrine, 
ninety-three  of  249Rb. ; Loch  Lomond  (head), 
forty-nine  of  1481b.  Loch  Ard  was  now  under 
the  supervision  of  a local  association.  In  view  of 
the  work  now  being  done,  if  the  association  was 
to  be  maintained,  the  revenue  must  be  supple- 
mented, but  this  should  not  prove  a burden  to 
anglers,  angling  clubs,  and  others  who  took  an 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  our  Highland 
lochs.  The  meeting  appointed  the  watchers 
during  the  spawning  time  and  pike  netters  in  the 
spring  on  the  various  lochs  over  which  super- 
vision was  taken.  


Wbiteth  the  Mackay : “ Hard  frosts  have  been 
the  order  of  the  day  during  the  back  end  of  last 
week,  and  the  Dee  has  gone  in  considerably,  yet 
spawning  operations  are  still  in  full  vigour,  and 
the  head  of  fish  constantly  increasing  on  the 
lower  half  of  the  river.  I hear  from  the  upper 
reaches  about  Braemar  that  the  present  spawning 
season  has  been  about  as  good  as  any  within  the 
the  past  dozen  years  or  so,  and  much  earlier  than 
usual.  This  is  the  general  opinion  all  along  the 
river  by  those  making  notes. 


“A  busy  demand  is  just  now  going  on  as  to 
inquiries  anent  angling  waters  for  the  coming 
season.  I have  had  communications  from  about 
half-a-dozen  different  parties  as  to  local  fisheries 
during  the  past  three  weeks,  and  mainly  from 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


“ By-the-bye,  our  sea  angling  cousins  are 
getting  grand  sport  at  the  pier  head  just  now. 
Did  you  notice  the  other  day  that  one  of  the 
‘ rockies  ’ had  grassed  a gull,  foul  hooked  by  the 
foot  ? I shall  send  you  a prawn  to-morrow  dressed 
to  the  flight  a la  mode  of  the  most  successful 
prawners.  The  flight  consists  of  two  large 
triangles,  a darning  needle,  and  a lead  sinker. 
The  prawn  is  dressed  to  the  flight  head  down- 
wards, with  the  feelers  in  the  direction  of  the 
current,  and  hiding  the  lower  triangle,  the  upper 
triangle  being  embedded  in  the  body  of  the 
crustacean.  The  eye  of  the  needle  is  broken  off, 
and  a loop  of  pliable  gut  whipped  on  in  its  place. 
The  strand  of  the  flight  is  thread  into  this  loop, 
and  the  needle  inserted  longitudinally  into  the 
prawn  to  form  a backbone  to  the  bait.  The 
whole  is  whipped  with  coils  of  red  cotton  or  silk 
thread,  to  keep  the  bait  intact.  The  weight  of 
the  sinker  depends  on  the  strength  of  Gurrent, 
depth,  and  volume  of  water.  A coil  of  lead  wire 
is  the  most  common  form,  and  is  threaded  on  to 
the  flight,  either  resting  on  the  head  of  the 
darning  needle,  or  sometimes  a foot  or  so  above 
it — more  commonly  the  latter.  The  cast  is  made 
across  stream,  the  bait  allowed  to  roll  rather 
than  swing  round,  and  the  whole  done  more 
slowly  than  rapidly,  and  more  bottom  than 
surface  searching,  as  with  ordinary  phantom  or 
minnow.” 


Salmon  on  the  Test. — A Hampshire  corre- 
spondent writes  : “ The  salmon  have  got  through 
again.  One  was  picked  up  in  the  water  meadows 
as  high  up  as  Chilbolton.  Test  trout-fishers  look 
upon  an  unfortunate  salmon  in  their  holy  waters 
in  the  light  of  a mad  dog.  It  is  a beastly  shame. 
The  last  time  the  fish  came  up  they  were  netted 
out,  cut  into  pieces,  and  the  whole  thrown  back 
into  the  river. 


LUCKY  DAYS  ON  THE  MOSCOW 
RIVER. 


The  spring  fishing  season  was  about  the  worst 
on  record ; for  the  fish  no  doubt  it  was  a good 
time,  the  excess  of  water  prevented  effectual 
netting;  but  for  the  angler,  dependent  for  sport 
on  their  habit  of  drawing  up  to  the  weirs  in  pur- 
suit of  small  fry,  which  abound  in  the  rapid 
water  in  ordinary  seasons,  it  was  disastrous.  In 
August  catches  of  201b.  or  more  of  small  pike, 
chub,  and  occasional  pike-perch  might  be 
made,  but  their  average  size  was  lamentably 
deficient. 

Usually,  soon  after  the  subsidence  of  the  floods, 
caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snow,  the  weirs  are 
erected,  and  immediately  good  sport  with  the  yas 
and  sherespeor  begins  ; both  these  fish  are  taken 
by  spinning  from  the  weirs  with  artificial 
minnow ; though  for  the  latter  a bleak  is  perhaps 
a better  bait.  The  former  fish  has  such  a small 
mouth  that  he  can  only  be  caught  on  a bait 
furnished  with  very  small  hooks,  his  bite  is  easily 
distinguished  from  that  of  any  other  fish  except 
perch,  which  sometimes  take  the  bait  in  a similar 
manner,  even  a large  yas  takes  a spinning  bait 
much  in  the  same  quiet  way  that  a roach  (the 
fish  it  most  resembles  in  all  respects)  takes  a 
gentle;  two  sharp  tugs  and  he  is  either  hooked 
or  gone.  The  sherespeor,  on  the  other  hand, 
takes  the  bait  so  violently  that  he  occasion- 
ally breaks  away  with  the  tackle  at  the  first 
rush. 

It  is  usual  to  use  a float  when  spinning  for 
these  fish.  The  Moscow  river  weirs  are  furnished 
with  extensive  aprons,  over  which  the  water 
when  at  the  right  level  is  only  about  2ft.  in  depth. 
These  aprons  are  built  of  round  logs,  between 
which  are  the  most  admirable  tackle  traps  ; these 
soon  convert  the  angler  who  scoffs  at  the  idea  of 
spinning  with  a float. 

The  tameness  of  spinning  by  perambulating 
the  weir,  towing  the  bait  through  the  rough 
water,  is  amply  compensated  for  by  the  extra 
sport  given  by  the  fish  in  the  rapid  stream. 

The  best  of  the  weirs  is  some  distance  from 
the  town.  Its  natural  advantages,  combined 
with  the  fact  that  the  right  of  netting  im- 
mediately below  it  has  been  rented  by  an  English 
gentleman  resident  in  Moscow  (who  has  built  a 
most  comfortable  fishing  lodge  within  a stone’s 
throw  of  the  river),  make  it  one  of  the  best  and 
pleasantest  fishing  resorts. 

Large  sherespeor  are  sometimes  caught  in  the 
autumn,  but  after  August  pike  are  more  to  be 
relied  on  for  sport.  They  are  then  in  good  con- 
dition, and  of  respectable  dimensions ; the  small 
fish,  which  were  numerous  in  summer,  having 
retired  in  favour  of  specimens  of  four  to  ten  or 
more  pounds  weight.  It  has  been  my  good 
fortune  to  spend  some  weeks  close  to  this  weir, 
consequently  I have  been  able  to  take  advantage 
of  the  few  occasions  when  weather  and  water 
were  propitious. 

After  a continued  series  of  small  floods  the 
water  settled  down  to  a nice  height  one  day 
during  the  second  week  in  September ; I made 
an  early  start,  and  at  7 a.m.  got  a four-pounder 
by  spinning  from  the  weir.  There  were  not  many 
fish  in  the  rough  water,  so  I presently  tried  the 
deep  above  with  a largish  chub  (the  only  livebait 
available)  on  snap  tackle ; no  run  resulting,  I 
laid  the  rod  down  at  the  end  of  the  weir,  with  the 
bait  in  a quiet  eddy,  and  went  to  breakfast ; as 
that  meal  in  Russia  consists  of  several  tumblers 
of  weak  tea  and  a little  bread  and  butter,  or  more 
often  dry  bread,  it  was  soon  disposed  of,  and  I 
returned  to  the  weir.  Every  inch  of  my  line  had 
run  out,  and  at  the  end  was  a fine  fish  ; gradually 
I got  him  up  against  the  current  to  the  net,  some 
dense  willow  bushes  preventing  my  following 
him  down  stream  ; he  weighed  81b. 

The  rest  of  the  morning  and  part  of  the  after- 
noon I spent  in  a boat  fishing  an  eddy  below  the 
weir  which  was  so  deep  that  it  was  necessary  to 
allow  about  8ft.  of  line  below  the  float  to  give 
the  fish  a chance  of  seeing  the  bait. 

Five  runs  resulted  in  the  loss  of  three  fish,  one 
of  them  through  my  having  neglected  to  test  my 
line,  which  had  become  rotten  at  the  end,  and 
parted  in  striking  just  above  the  float,  which 
appeared  almost  immediately  afterwards  a few 
yards  down  stream,  enabling  me  to  recover  it  and 
the  tackle,  with  the  bait  still  attached  on  which 


were  the  marks  of  the  teeth  of  a good  fish.  Two 
fish,  of  7£lb.  and  51b.  I secured.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  the  capture  of  a specimen,  12|lb.,  above 
the  weir  added  the  finishing  touch  to  a good  day. 

A week  later,  when  the  water  was  getting  into 
condition  after  a big  flood,  I found  on  arriving  at 
the  river  that  a fish  of  151b.,  together  with  a 
smaller  one  which  I had  caught  the  previous  day, 
had  managed  to  escape  by  bursting  open  the 
imperfect  fastenings  of  the  box  in  which  they 
were  placed  to  await  the  arrival  of  a friend  from 
Moscow.  This  fish  almost  deserved  his  liberty  as 
a reward  for  his  perseverance,  and  also  as  he  was 
caught  in  a somewhat  peculiar  manner.  I had 
been  fishing  with  live  bait  on  snap  tackle,  which 
I left  in  the  above-mentioned  eddy,  intending  to 
return  immediately ; as  it  happened  I did  not  get 
back  until  about  three  hours  afterwards,  when  no 
rod  was  to  be  seen  ; it  seemed  improbable  that  a 
fish  could  have  palled  it  into  the  river,  but  that 
was  the  only  possible  solution  of  the  mystery,  so 
taking  a boat  and  one  of  the  weir-keepers  with  a 
pole,  a search  was  made,  which  resulted  in  the 
recovery  of  the  rod  some  distance  down  stream. 

I wound  in  some  yards,  disengaged  the  line  from 
a stone  or  stump,  round  which  it  had  hitched  on 
its  downward  course,  and  found  myself  in  con- 
nection with  a big  fish,  which  we  ultimately 
landed  and  kept  “in  durance  vile”  till  he  suc- 
ceeded in  making  his  escape. 

A few  minutes’  spinning  from  the  weir  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  a three  pounder,  after  which  I 
went  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  some  net  fisher- 
men, some  200  yards  above. 

They  were  just  drawing  in  the  net ; a mon- 
strous affair,  between  two  and  three  hundred 
yards  long  and  at  least  twenty-five  feet  deep,  of 
coarse  mesh,  terminating  in  a long  pocket  of 
fine  mesh,  the  ropes  composed  of  twisted  bast, 
the  floats  logs  of  wood,  and  the  weights 
earthenware.  With  such  nets  the  Russian  rivers 
are  dragged  winter  and  summer.  The  winter 
netting  is,  perhaps,  the  more  profitable.  A large 
circle  of  holes,  a few  yards  apart,  is  made ; one  of 
them,  near  the  bank,  is  much  larger  than  the 
others ; through  this  the  net  is  inserted  and 
passed  from  hole  to  hole  round  the  whole  series 
by  means  of  poles,  till  it  again  reaches  the  large 
opening,  thus  enclosing  a large  area  and  often  a 
great  quantity  of  fish,  which  are  there  drawn  out. 
Everything  caught  is  kept,  irrespective  of  sort 
or  size.  On  this  occasion  the  catch  was  about  a 
bushel  of  small  fish  and  one  sherespeor  of  about 
41b.  I selected  half  a dozen  lively  dace,  armed 
with  which,  later  in  the  day,  I proceeded  to  try 
the  likely  eddies  below  the  weir  from  a boat. 

The  pike  were  apparently  not  on  the  feed,  and 
I worked  right  across  the  river  without  a run, 
but  in  the  last  eddy,  down  went  the  float.  I 
gathered  in  the  slack  line  and  struck  hard— it  is 
almost  impossible  to  strike  too  hard  with  snap- 
tackle  if  everything  is  sound — at  first  I seemed 
to  have  hooked  a very  ordinary  fish,  but  pre- 
sently I discovered  that  he  was  something  quite 
above  the  usual  run,  and  also  simultaneously 
discovered  that  I had  forgotten  the  landing-net. 

I played  him  for  some  time,  and  endeavoured  to 
raise  the  large  iron  weight  which  served  as  an 
anchor,  so  as  to  be  able  to  paddle  ashore  ; it  was 
however  impossible  with  one  hand  only  at  liberty, 
so  eventually  I had  to  lift  him  out  by  those 
appendages,  which  in  a pike  seem  to  be  made  for 
the  purpose,  viz.,  the  eyebrows. 

The  boat  was  flat-bottomed  and  very  shallow, 
a good  kick  on  his  part  would  have  restored  the 
fish  to  the  water,  so,  with  a very  watchful  eye  on 
his  motions,  I weighed  the  anchor  and  paddled 
ash.orG. 

The  danger  was  not  yet  quite  over,  he  had  to 
be  landed  a second  time.  Disengaging  the  trace 
from  the  main  line,  I lifted  him  by  the  head  and 
tail  and  stepped  ashore ; at  the  most  critical 
moment  he  gave  a violent  kick,  and  I had  literally 
to  hug  him,  covering  myself  with  slime  and  mud, 
but  I struggled  up  the  bank  and  deposited  him 
in  safety. 

The  Moscow  river  fish  are  long  for  their  weight, 
though  they  do  not  look  disproportionately  lean  ; 
this  fish,  the  best  caught  at  this  weir  with  rod 
and  line  as  yet,  was  44in.  long  over  all,  and  18in. 
in  girth,  weight  221b. 

The  season  is  unfortunately  very  short  in 
Russia.  Before  August  no  good  pike  are  to  be 
got,  but  by  November  12  the  rivers  are  usually 
frozen.  C.  J K. 
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SCOTCH  RIVERS. 

THE  AUTUMN  SALMON  ANGLING. 

( Continued  from  page  508.) 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

What  luck!  The  best  and  biggest  salmon  of 
the  soason  (from  tho  fishery)  by  a mere  fluko.  On 
an  “off”  day — not  out  for  fishing,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  a visit  a littlo  farther  on — I 
accompanied  a friend  who  was  to  fish  an  extensive 
reach  of  “permit”  or  “ticket”  water.  The 
morning  was  threatening,  and  the  early  forenoon, 
as  we  drove  along  to  the  water,  was  dull,  depress- 
ing, cheerless  in  every  respect.  Everything — 
even  tho  very  air — looked  greasy.  In  the  absence 
of  wind,  the  grass,  the  faded  and  the  green  alike, 
was  wet,  the  ground  soaked,  the  roads  heavy, 
dead  leaves  were  lying  pulpy  in  tho  ditches,  and 
the  many  stooks  still  in  the  fields  looked  black 
and  sodden. 

Having  got  to  the  bridge  or  point  where  my 
friend  was  to  commence  fishing,  we  alighted,  and 
I had  the  trap  sent  along  to  my  destination.  (I 
intended  to  follow  quite  soon — just  after  I had 
seen  a pool  or  two  fished).  Presently  we  were 
joined  by  an  “ old  warrior  ” to  whom  I had 
written  to  come  and  be  my  friend's  gillie  for  the 
day.  The  rods  were  rigged  up,  and  then  it  was 
discussed  where  a commencement  should  be  made. 
A pool  about  a quarter  of  a mile  “ up  ” was 
pitched  upon,  and  we  proceeded  thither,  being  on 
the  way  joined  by  a couple  of  lads  of 
my  acquaintance,  each  with  a rod. 

The  water  seemed  in  fair  trim, 
albeit  a trifle  milky-looking,  but 
the  selected  pool  was  minus  the 
least  current,  and  without  a breath 
of  wind  upon  it  its  surface  it  was 
smooth  as  glass.  The  “old  warrior  ” 
opiued  that  it  was  indubitably  a case 
for  the  worm — the  minnow  or  the 
Phantom  might  be  tried  as  the 
water  was  a little  “sclatey,”  but  he 
“ much  feared  it  would  be  no  go  ; ” 
for  himself,  just  to  keep  his  hand 
in,  he  would  “be  content  to  run 
down  with  a small  fly,  say  a Jockie 
Scott,  in  the  rear  of  the  others.” 

A small  fish,  whilst  preparations 
were  goiDg  on,  showed  at  (almost) 
the  head  of  the  pool,  and  forthwith 
a couple  of  wormers  were  set  off  to 
catch  it ! A third  started  anon, 
spinning  the  Phantom,  and  lastly, 
close  behind,  followed  the  “ old 
warrior  ” with  his  ricketty  old  rod, 
ancient  line,  and  chafed  and  yelloiv 
gut  cast,  with  his  “ sma’  Jockie 
Scott.”  The  pool,  all  throughout, 
got  a proper  fishing  over,  close  and 
careful,  once  by  all  the  four  rods, 
but  without  anyone  being  able  to 
say  he  had  had  a mg,  a rise,  or  a nibble.  A 
second  go-over  of  the  pool  was  decided  on,  but 
before  beginning  with  it,  the  “ old  warrior  ” 
had  to  rebait  for  one  of  the  wormers  who  was 
found  to  have  damaged  his  bait.  Accordingly 
he  laid  down  his  rod,  near  to  me.  It  was 
a rummy  frail-looking  thing,  tackle  and  all,  not 
as  I judged  worth  half-a-crown,  and  just  out  of 
curiosity  to  see  how  it  would  work,  I picked  it  up. 
I made  one  flip  cast  across  the  dead  still  water 
with  it,  and  then  threw  off  line  to  see  if  I could 
not  cast  to  the  opposite  bank.  This  to  my  sur- 
prise I found  I could  do  with  ease.  I allowed  the 
fly  to  sink  deep,  and  thinking  a sea  trout  might 
perhaps  grab  it  (still  as  the  water  was),  I was 
working  it  in  the  “ sink  and  draw  ” style,  when 
just  as  it  was  about  midway  between  banks  there 
was  a great  boil  in  the  water,  and  the  next 
instant  I felt  a light  shaky  pull,  very  light  and 
tremulous  indeed,  whereupon  I raised  the  rod,  and 
seeing  a big  side  as  he  turned  to  go  down,  I knew 
I was  into  a good  fellow.  All  the  four  fishers 
now  rushed  down  to  me  with  “ What  like  is  he  p ” 
“ Is  he  a big  ane  ? ” and  so  forth,  to  which,  to 
have  a rise  out  of  them,  I replied : “ Oh  no,  I 
think  he  is  a small  fish  ! ” But  an  old  keeper  who 
had  just  arrived  on  the  scene  met  this  remark, 
which  he  took  as  not  very  straight,  with,  “ Ay,  ay, 
bit  I’m  thinkin’  he’ll  be  bigger  ance  he  war  on 
the  bank.”  And  he  was  right.  1 was  not  fishing 
— and  especially  as  I did  not  have  faith  in  the 
red  and  the  tackle,  I handed  the  playing  of  the 


fish  over  to  tho  “old  warrior,”  who,  after  several 
narrow  shaves  from  fouling,  and  a run  of  a mile 
down  dead  water  occupying  over  an  hour 
“grassed  tho  beauty” — a fresh  run  salmon  of 
exactly  281b.  weight. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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CURIOUS  FISH  OF  JAMAICA. 


In  Port  Royal  Harbour,  Jamaica,  there  are 
three  long  and  slender  fishes  that  are  seen  in 
great  numbers  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 


may  be  ranked  among  the  peculiarities  of  the 
place.  They  are  known  by  the  following  names  : 
The  guardo  or  guard-fish  ( Gar  fish,  Esox  major) ; 
the  jack  (sword-fish,  Trichiurus  lepturus) ; and 
the  ballahow  (piper,  Esox  minor).  The  jack  is 
the  largest,  and  appears  to  be  at  eternal  war  with 
the  two  others,  for  which  purpose  it  is  armed 
with  rows  of  sharp  teeth,  very  formidable  to  its 
adversaries.  It  basks  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  during  the  day,  in  a sort  of  indolent, 
unguarded  state;  but  this  is  merely  an  assumed 
position,  the  better  to  ensnare  its  enemies  and 
to  be  ready  to  catch  the  floating  bodies  that  may 
happen  to  pass  near  it,  for  the  moment  anything 
is  thrown  into  the  sea  from  a ship,  it  darts  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning  upon  it,  and,  seizing  it, 
as  quickly  retreats.  This  warrior  fish  is  parti- 
cularly possessed  of  a foresight  or  instinctive 
quality,  which  we  sometimes  see  exemplified 
in  different  animals,  amounting  almost  to 
second  reason ; I mean  the  sagacity  which 
it  displays  in  avoiding  the  hook  when  baited. 
Although  voracious  in  the  extreme,  it  seem3 
aware  of  the  lure  held  out  for  its  destruc- 
tion, and  avoids  it  with  as  much  care  as 
the  generality  of  fishes  show  eagerness  to 
devour  it.  The  situation  it  takes  immediately  in 
the  wake  of  ships  at  anchor  gives  another  in- 
stance of  its  sagacity,  as  whatever  is  thrown 
overboard  passes  astern,  where  he  is  ever  on  tho 
alert  to  glean  from  the  miscellaneous  articles 
such  as  suit  his  taste,  and  guards  its  treasured 


supply  with  the  jealousy  of  a miser.  No  other 
fish  of  equal  size  dare  approach,  and  they  have 
obtained  the  popular  name  of  jack  from  the 
sailors,  probably  because  those  eccentric  mortals 
would  associate  with  the  soubriquet  fancy  has 
bestowed  upon  themselves,  the  finny  warrior  of 
their  own  element.  The  jack  is,  however,  some- 
times enticed,  no  doubt  when  hunger  presses 
him,  to  swallow  the  treacherous  bait;  but  this  is 
rare,  and  he  is  more  frequently  struck  with  a 
barbed  lance,  or  entrapped  in  a net.  The  guardo 
has  habits  similar  to  the  jack,  but  yields  the 
palm  of  victory  to  its  stronger  and  more 
courageous  opponent;  and  yet  it  tyrannises  with 
unrelenting  vigour  over  its  more  delicate  and 
less  warlike  associate,  the  ballahow. 

The  most  extraordinary  object  I have  seen  in 
this  harbour  is  the  sea-devil  (Lophvue  maximus), 
which  frequently  weighs  30001b.  No  doubt  it  has 
obtained  its  name  from  its  hideous  appearance,  so 
uncouthandstrange,  indeed,  as  to  baffle  all  descrip- 
tion. The  water  of  the  harbour  is  at  times  covered 
with  the  medusa,  sea-blubber,  and  sea-nettle,  as 
they  are  variously  termed.  Some  of  these  attain  a 
great  size,  and  have  the  appearance  of  animated 
pieces  of  jelly,  the  body  being  of  an  orbiculated 
convex  figure,  of  a gelatinous  substance,  semi- 
transparent, and  provided  with  fringy  plicae 
tinged  with  a purple  colour.  These  singular 
animals  are  very  lively  in  the  water,  although 
their  locomotion  is  heavy ; and  from  their 
numbers  and  constant  movements  give  an  air  of 
unusual  animation  to  the  water. 
They  appear  to  derive  their  motion 
and  to  alter  their  situation  by 
alternately  expanding  and  contract- 
ing the  tentacul®  and  plic®. 

Thousands  of  those  beautiful 
little  marine  creatures  called  by 
sailors  “ Portuguese  men-of-war  ” 
(Holothuria  phy salts,  or  Aretusa  of 
Brown)  are  met  with  off  Port  Royal 
Harbour,  studding  the  sea  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach  them.  The  colour 
is  a clear  pink,  in  some  parts 
bordering  on  lilac ; but,  from  their 
motion  in  the  water  the  shades  of 
the  internal  membranes  often 
assume  a darker  purple.  The  little 
creature  possesses,  like  the  orbicular 
tribe  of  zoophytes,  the  power  of 
deadening  the  flesh  of  persons  who 
handle  it ; but  it  is  very  slight  and 
gives  no  pain,  a numbing  sensation 
only  being  felt,  and  I believe  either 
common  salt  or  lime  juice  applied 
to  the  part  affected  will  entirely 
remove  it.  This  little  transparent 
bladder  (which  is  said  to  be  very 
like  in  shape  to  the  human  stomach) 
is  so  delicate  and  tender  that  it 
soon  fades  and  dies  away  when 
handled  or  cast  upon  the  shore ; it 
is,  like  the  nautilus,  provided  with  many 
tentacul®,  some  of  which  are  very  small. 

That  tiger  of  the  ocean,  the  shark,  is  often  seen 
cruising  about  the  harbour ; but  I do  not 
recollect  any  person  having  been  injured  or 
devoured  there.  Some  years  ago  there  was  a 
well-known  fish  of  this  kind  considered  in  the 
light  of  a pet  in  Kingston  Harbour;  it  was 
called  “ Old  Tom,”  and  was  fed  whenever  it 
approached  any  of  the  ships,  but  was  eventually 
killed  by  the  father  of  a child  it  devoured.  I 
was  told  that  whilst  it  remained  there  no  other 
of  the  squalus  tribe  dare  venture  on  his  domain ; 
he  reigned  paramount  in  his  watery  empire,  and 
had  never  committed  any  depredation  but  the 
one  for  which  he  suffered.  C.  W.  O. 


RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Florence,  S.  C.,  Nov.  3. — Editor  Forest  and 
Stream : In  your  issue  of  Oct.  27,  your  corre- 
spondent, A.  IS.  Newberry,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  seems 
to  have  made  a very  long  journey  just  to  find  that 
the  rainbow  trout  is  not  wbat  it  has  been  “cracked 
up  ” to  be,  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  are  inferior  to  the  Satmo  fontinalis  in  game 
qualities.  I would  hint  that  trout  of  all  kinds 
vary  much  in  their  habits,  colouring,  &c.,  accord- 
ing to  the  kind  of  waters  they  are  found  in,  and 
more  especially  the  season  in  which  one  fishes  for 
them. 
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If  Mr.  Newberry  bad  taken  a much  shorter 
journey  into  the  mountain  region  of  western 
North  Carolina,  and  had  hunted  up  the  Culusagee 
River  in  the  month  of  June  (before  the  water 
gets  too  warm),  he  would  have  found  thousands 
of  rainbow  trout,  of  which  I will  buck  any  8in. 
specimen  againsc  the  best  lOin.  speckled  trout 
that  ever  was  spawned. 

To  find  this  trout  in  perfection,  it  is  necessary 
to  seek  streams  high  up  in  the  mountains, 
abounding  in  rough  rocky  bottoms,  rushing 
cascades,  and  little  or  no  dull  sluggish  pools  or 
ponds.  I agree  with  Mr.  Newberry,  that  when 
found  in  ponds  they  are  much  inferior  to  the 
fontinalis,  pound  for  pound.  I have  been  fishing 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century  in  many  lands, 
but  have  yet  failed  to  find  any  trout  that  will 
out-match  the  rainbow  for  game  qualities,  pro- 
vided the  environments  are  as  stated.  The  dash 
with  which  they  take  the  fly,  the  thrilling  way  in 
which  they  leap  from  the  water— not  once,  but 
repeatedly,  and  the  long  stubborn  fight  which 
they  make,  in  fact  till  they  are  stone  dead,  cannot, 
in  my  estimation,  be  bettered  by  the  trout  family. 

I would,  however,  sound  a warning  note  to 
those  who  love  the  native  brook  trout  better,  but 
may  be  tempted  to  plant  rainbow  trout  among 
them  as  an  experiment.  Let  them  forbear. 
Close  observation  on  the  Culusagee  river  proves 
that  as  the  rainbows  increase  in  size  the  native 
fish  decrease  in  number.  In  this  stream  seven 
years  ago  it  was  no  trouble  to  kill  a creelful  of  the 
beautiful  fontinalis  in  a few  hours,  but  every  year 
since  they  have  been  gradually  getting  scarce  and 
more  scarce,  until  this  past  summer  the  creel 
would  not  contain  10  per  cent,  of  this  species.  I 
cannot  assign  any  other  reason  for  this  than  that 
the  rainbows  being  a fiercer,  more  voracious,  and 
much  more  active  fish,  are  steadily  cleaning  them 
out  by  preying  on  them. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  one  of  the  finest  streams 
in  these  mountains,  the  Horse  Pasture,  has  been 
almost  ruined  as  a trout  stream  by  the  operations 
of  the  Georgetown  Gold  Mining  Co.,  who  have 
re-opened  some  ancient  workings,  and  are  search- 
ing for  the  main  lead  with  Sin.  hose.  This  has 
eent  tons  of  mud  and  sand  down  stream,  and 
ruined  the  lurking  places  of  the  speckled 
owners  of  the  stream.  I don’t  wish  the  com- 
pany any  bad  luck,  but  I do  hope  they  may 
discover  that  the  lead  is  in  some  far  distant 
part  of  the  State,  and  that  their  labours  may  b e 
rewarded  by  their  finding  it. 

I fished  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  the 
Chatooga  River  (the  head  waters  of  the  Su- 
hannah),  near  where  it  takes  its  rise  under  the 
frowning  2000ft.  precipice  of  Whiteside  Moun- 
tain. I found  some  good  sport  here,  with  the 
fish  rather  larger  and  more  plentiful  than  in 
surrounding  streams.  This  is  largely  owing  to 
the  protection  extended  to  them  by  the  owner  of 
the  land,  Mr.  Tom  Grimshaw.  One  of  the  most 
delightful  features  of  that  trip  was  the  pleasure 
derived  from  being  domiciled  with  Mr.  Grim- 
shaw’s  family.  It  is  quite  a surprise  to  the 
weary  angler,  thirty-five  miles  from  the  nearest 
railroad,  and  isolated  from  civilisation,  to 
stumble  on  this  most  beautiful  place  and  meet 
such  people.  Mr.  Grimshaw  is  the  son  of  an 
Englishman  who  settled  here  seventeen  years 
ago,  bringing  with  him  all  his  English  manners, 
tastes,  family  relics,  paintings,  books,  &c.,  and 
even  after  so  many  years  retaining  them  intact. 
To  those  of  your  readers  who  have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  accepting  an  invitation  to  an  English 
house  party  at  an  old  country  seat,  the  surround- 
ings of  this  home  and  family  would  be  very 
familiar. 

Mr.  Grimshaw  is  a good  angler  and  very  fond 
of  showing  his  guests  where  the  best  fishing  is 
to  be  had.  On  this  stream  I had  the  pleasure  of 
having,  for  the  first  time  in  this  country,  as  a 
fishing  companion,  a lady  who  was  not  afraid  to 
wet  her  feet  when  in  pursuit  of  trout.  But  she 
hailed  from  the  mother  country. 

Apropos  of  wading,  I had  made  for  myself  this 
summer  a pair  of  wading-shoes  to  wear  over  the 
stocking  feet  of  my  mackintosh  waders.  They 
worked  to  a charm,  and  as  we  as  a class  are  not 
jealous  or  niggardly,  I give  a description  to  my 
brother  anglers.  They  are  very  simple,  being 
nothing  but  a doubled-soled  sandal  with  low  heel, 
filled  from  end  to  end  with  hob-nails.  A toe-cap 
of  canvas  extending  to  the  ball  of  the  great  toe, 
and  a counter  at  the  heel  extending  well  up  on  the 


ankle  and  fastened  by  a thong  passed  through 
single  eyelets  on  the  two  lugs,  constitutes  the 
whole  thing.  The  advantages  I found  in  them 
were  lightness  for  carrying  when  one  has  a ten 
miles  tramp  to  or  from  the  fishing  grounds  ; being 
open  to  the  sole  on  each  side,  sand  and  pebbles 


were  not  retained  in  them  to  grind  out  the 
waders.  In  having  them  made,  I took  the  pre- 
caution of  having  the  hob-nails  driven  into  the 
outer  sole  before  it  was  sewtd  on,  so  as  to  prevent 
a stray  point  finding  its  way  through  my  waders. 

The  hunting  season  is  now  on  us  down  here, 
and  quail  and  deer  are  reported  plentiful,  but  I 
don’t  shoot. — W.M  Brown,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 

[We  have  printed  Mr.  Brown’s  letter  chiefly 
for  what  we  think  may  prove  a very  useful  tip  to 
anglers  who  wade  ; a wool  sock  should  be  used 
over  the  rubber  foot  of  the  wader,  and  if  the 
nails  were  clenched  in  the  sole,  there  would  be 
no  fear  of  their  coming  out.  But  the  whole 
letter  is  interesting]. — Ed. 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  BAITS. 

THE  MUSSEL. 

This  is  among  the  most  commonly  used  of  salt- 
water baits,  and  yet  a great  many  anglers  know 
little  or  nothing  of  its  habits.  Perhaps  they 
don’t  want  to,  resting  satisfied  with  such  simple 
facts  in  its  natural  history  as  directly  bear  on 
their  own  requirements,  such,  for  instance,  as  the 
difficulty  of  opening  the  shells  and  of  making 
the  contents  stick  on  the  hook.  They  may  be 
right ; and  to  some  tastes,  the  introduction  of 
natural  history  questions  may  only  complicate 
matters  and  spoil  many  of  the  angler’s  simpler 
enjoyments. 

All  who  have  gathered  mussels  from  rocks  or 
dock  posts  must  have  found  it  necessary  to  tear 
them  from  their  stronghold  by  breaking  a thread- 
like substance  like  the  finer  strands  of  old  rope. 

This  is  the  byssus,  or  beard,  and  is  the 
hardened  form  of  a liquid  secreted  within  the 
body  and  exuded  through  the  foot  with  which 
the  mussel  shifts  its  position  when  necessary. 
More  frequently,  however,  they  congregate  in 
bunches,  and  remain,  if  undisturbed,  on  one 
ledge  for  weeks  together.  The  foot,  which  is 
hooked,  fastens  this  thread  to  a rock  or  post,  and 
then  another  and  another  are  likewise  made  fast. 
Barring  the  wide  difference  in  the  formation  of 
their  respective  beard  and  web,  the  mussel  bears 
some  little  resemblance  to  the  spider  of  the  air 
above.  Spider’s  webs  have,  so  far  as  I know,  only 
found  practical  application  in  the  cross-lines  of 
powerful  astronomical  telescopes,  but  the  mussel’s 
production  has  been  woven  into  a variety  of  fancy 
articles,  though  not  in  this  country. 

Before  attaching  itself  for  good  and  all  to  some 
fancy  coign  of  vantage,  the  mussel  can  move 
about  with  the  aid  of  its  cylindrical  foot. 

The  freshwater  pearl  bearing  mussels,  once 
common  in  the  Conway  and  in  many  Irish  rivers, 
have  no  byssus,  and  in  consequence  lead  a wander- 
ing kind  of  existence  over  the  bed  of  their  native 
stream. 

Mussels  are  misdemeanants  of  the  worst  class 
when  they  get  among  the  oyster  beds.  The 
Kent  Fishery  Board — or,  to  speak  more  correctly, 
the  board  which  looks  after  the  joint  fisheries  of 
the  north  coast  of  Kent  and  the  south  coast  of 
Essex — has  recently  discovered  the  error  of  its 
ways  in  upsetting  Nature’s  judicious  balance  in  a 
former  raid  on  the  starfish  or  fivefingers,  the 
practical  extirpation  of  which  was  followed  by 
an  alarming  increase  of  mussels.  So  dire  have 
been  the  effects,  that  starfish  are  to  roam  un- 
molested for  a year  or  so,  in  which  period  of 
protection  it  is  hoped  they  may  thin  the  ranks  of 
the  depredating  Mytilus. 

THE  COCKLE. 

I do  not  know  whether  any  reader  of  the 
Gazette  has  ever  seen  a cockle  jump  on  the  sand. 
If  not,  I shall  hardly  be  taken  in  sober  earnest 
when  I declare  that  a live  cockle,  placed  on  wet 
sand,  will  not  only  move  over  the  sand,  literally 


“footing  it”  in  a series  of  jerky  leaps,  but  will, 
though  in  all  probability  deficient  in  the  senses 
of  sight  and  hearing,  make  straight  for  the  sea 
if  it  be  near  at  hand.  This  foot  is  almost  as 
accommodating  as  that  of  the  Solen,  for  it  can  be 
flattened  or  curved  into  a hook. 

The  common  cockle  is  what  we  use  for  bait, 
and  is,  so  far  as  size  and  colouring  go,  a mean 
looking  creature  enough. 

But  it  has  aristocratic  cousins,  among  which 
first  place  must  be  given  to  the  beautiful  cytherea 
or  venus  shell.  I found  a large  specimen,  con- 
siderably exceeding  the  standard  measurements 
given  in  authorities,  last  May,  near  Boole,  and 
recorded  it  in  the  Field. 

There  are  giants  of  the  family  in  American 
waters,  and  some  guess  may  be  made  as  to  their 
dimensions  from  their  scientiSc  name  Tridacin, 
to  be  taken  in  three  bites.  A very  inadequate 
tribute,  however,  unless  the  appetites  of  their 
godparents  were  considerably  heartier  than  our 
own,  for  some  specimens  have  been  dredged 
weighing  a quarter  of  a ton  ! F.  G.  Aflalo. 


PLAYING  AND  LANDING  A 
MAN-FISH. 


Some  time  ago  I read  an  account,  some- 
where, of  an  angler  who  undertook  to  play 
and  land  and  an  expert  swimmer  in  the  pool  of 
one  of  the  athletic  clubs — in  New  York,  I think 
— but  who  failed  to  land  his  man,  though  he 
used  a heavy  striped  bass  rod,  or  a salmon  fly- 
rod — I forgot  which  ; at  all  events  the  swimmer 
seemed  to  have  it  all  his  own  way,  and  eventually 
smashed  the  tackle  after  a long  struggle. 
Having  often  performed  this  feat  successfully, 
heretofore,  I again  essayed  it  last  week  at  an 
entertainment  of  aquatic  sports  at  the  Nata- 
torium  in  this  city,  an  account  of  which  from  the 
Tampa  Daily  Times  I inclose.  On  this  occasion 
I used  a lOoz.  rod  (similar  to  my  Little  Giant 
rod),  a Julius  Vom  Hofe  light  striped  bass  reel, 
and  a Natchaug  braided  silk  line.  The  line  was 
tied  to  a muslin  band  around  the  neck  of  Capt. 
La  Penotiere,  who,  by-the-way,  is  an  excellent 
and  expert  swimmer,  and  has  charge  of  the 
Natatorium.  After  giving  him  line  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  pool,  I had  no  difficulty  in  bringing 
the  Captain  within  reach  of  the  landing-net  in 
ten  minutes,  though  he  exerted  himself  in  every 
manner  to  break  away  by  swimming,  diving,  and 
imitating  the  motions  of  a hooked  fish,  to  the 
great  delight  of  the  large  audience  assembled. 
In  a private  trial  the  day  before,  I landed  him  in 
seven  minutes.  I invited  any  expert  swimmer 
in  the  audience  to  follow  the  Captain,  but  no  one 
offered.  The  pool  is  40  by  80ft.,  and  from  3 to 
12ft.  deep.  In  open  water  I should  use  a 
Henshall  8oz.  rod,  Kentucky  reel,  and  No.  4 silk 
line — in  other  words,  ordinary  black  bass  tackle. 
—Dr.  James  A.  HeNshall,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
Tampa,  Fla.,  Oct.  18. 

RoAcn,  &c. — Said  a friend  to  me  the  other 
day : “ It  does  not  matter  a bit  about  the  shank 
of  the  hook  being  covered,  roach  have  their  eye 
on  the  pellet  of  paste,  and  they  do  not  notice  the 
hook.”  In  waters  that  are  very  much  fished,  I 
opine  that  it  matters  a very  great  deal,  for  sup- 
posing an  angler  caught  ten  roach  in  sixty 
minutes,  fishing  with  the  bait  off  the  bottom, 
with  the  shank  of  the  hook  bare,  what  proof  has 
he  that  he  would  not  catch  double  that  number  if 
he  used  a small  short-shanked  hook  covered  with 
paste ; at  any  rate,  I have  an  idea  that  a second- 
rate  angler  fishing  with  a neatly  covered  hook  as 
described,  would  bo  more  successful  than  a first- 
class  angler  fishing  with  the  shank  of  the  hook 
bare.  Small  roach  may  be  caught  fast  enough 
with  a small  pellet  of  paste  on  the  point 
of  the  hook,  and  even  big  roach  in  undis- 
turbed old  ponds  and  virgin  swims,  but  in 
waters  very  much  fished  (such  as  the  Lea) 
and  where  roach  are  very  shy,  the  novice  should 
not  forget  that  the  invisibility  of  tackle  nine 
times  out  of  ten  is  the  chief  cause  of  success, 
more  especially  when  fishing  in  a gin- fine  water. 
I much  prefer  using  a larger  pellet  of  paste  when 
ledgering  for  roach,  than  when  the  bait  is 
suspended  from  the  float ; but  in  the  latter  case 
I think  it  is  most  essential  that  the  tackle  should 
be  as  fine  as  possible,  the  hook  certainly  out  of 
sight,  and  the  paste  only  visible. — D.  E.  D. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


9&i"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manaijer  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames, 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
of  tlio  following  places,  to  tho  time  of  high  watOr  at 
London  Bridgo  given  below 


30  min.  for  Cholsoa. 

r 55  min. 

for  Kew. 

40  „ ,,  Putney. 

\ 75  „ 

„ Riohmond. 

45  ,,  „ Hammer- 

Add  ■<  85  „ 

,,  Twicken- 

smith. 

j 

ham. 

50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 

^85  „ 

,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accaleratos  the  tide 
very  muoh,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Doc.  1 

Morning. 

4.  2 

Evening 
4.19 

Sunday, 

„ 2 

4 37  

4.55 

Monday, 

„ 3 

5.15  

5.36 

Tuesday 

„ 4 

5.59  

6.22 

Wednesday 

„ 5 

6.47  

7.12 

Thursday, 

»>  6 

7.41  

8.10 

Friday, 

» 7 

8.41  

9.16 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Saturday, 

Dec.  1 

Morning. 

4.42  

Evening. 

4.59 

Sunday, 

„ 2 

5.17  

5.35 

Monday, 

„ 3 

5.55  

6.16 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — I have 
been  more  anxious  up  to  date  in  the  safety  of  the  fish 
after  the  heavy  flood  than  in  the  operations  of  anglers 
after  its  subsidence,  and  I cannot  as  yet  hear  that  much 
has  been  done,  the  fishermen  considering  that  about 
Thursday  or  Friday  there  may  be  a chance  of  getting 
amongst  the  fish  with  anything  like  success.  I have 
also  been  anxious,  from  the  many  opinions  which 
were  circulated,  there  would  be  a certainty  of  losing  a 
large  quantity  of  fish  during  the  passing  away  of  the 
flood  ; but,  with  my  experience  in  the  floods  of  former 
years,  I felt  certain,  with  proper  care  and  watchfulness, 
they  would  be  saved.  I made  all  the  arangements  I 
possibly  could  by  letter  and  otherwise  to  place  responsi- 
bility on  all  the  fishermen  keepers,  and  amongst  others 
I received  a post-card  from  C.  Hone,  of  Staines,  to  the 
following  effect:  “I  will  give  a sharp  look-out 
for  tthe  fish,  but  there  will  not  be  so  many 
lost  as  the  people  may  imagine.  They  will  find 
their  way  back  to  good  old  Father  Thames.  Then,  again, 
at  Chertsey  I am  assured  our  good  friend  Mr.  A.  E. 
Armstrong,  the  honorary  river-keeper,  was  ready  for 
any  emergency,  both  with  nets  and  men  ; and  the  same 
remark  may  be  applied  to  our  excellent  honorary  river- 
keeper  Mr.  G.  J.  Shepherd,  at  Walton,  who  kindly  in- 
formed me  : “ I will  do  my  best  to  secure  any  of  the 
stray  fish.”  And  then  with  the  well-known  work  of  the 
head  river-keeper  William  Douglas,  I felt  the  organisa- 
tion was  complete,  and  I backed  this  up  by  asking 
some  of  my  friends  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  urge 
the  keepers  on  to  the  duty  of  watchfulness.  From  my 
personal  visits  to  the  head  river-keeper  and  frequent 
messages  from  him,  I had  but  little  doubt  in  my  own 
mind  that  all  would  be  right  in  the  end.  By  the  last 
post  on  Tuesday  evening  I had  the  following  satis- 
factory letter  from  Mr.  L.  H.  Wheeley,  of  Wey- 
bridge : “ I walked  over  some  of  the  lately  submerged 
meadows  but  found  no  fi  - h . and  hear  satisfactory 
reports  from  other  quarters.  The  river  has  fallen 
wonderfully,  and  is  clearing  fast ; with  a dry  week 
angling  should  be  excellent  by  Friday  or  Saturday  next.” 
The  head  river-keeper  in  speaking  generally  of  the  work 
below  Staines,  says  : “ I do  not  think  there  will  be  many, 
if  any,  of  the  fish  lost.  I have  only  found  very  few  in 
the  meadows,  which  I could  easily  remove  by  means  of  a 
well  net.  The  water  on  Tuesday  had  not  all  got  out  of 
the  meadows,  and  I am  on  the  look-out  for  the  fish.  At 
Hampton  Court  the  water  is  now  at  summer  level,  and 
at  Kingston  it  is  three  inches  above  it.”  I hear  that  on 
Sunday  morning  last  a nice  eel  had  found  its  way  into 
the  cellars  of  the  Mitre  Hotel  at  Hampton  Court  Bridge, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  being  served  up  for  breakfast. 

I am  sorry  to  find  my  old  friends  Messrs.  T.  and  A. 
Stroud  have  sustained  a great  loss  through  the  flood,  in 
the  destruction  of  tho  boat-building  shed  and  the 
cottage  adjoining  by  the  giving  way  of  the  foundation, 
besides  other  losses.  I am  very  glad  to  report  so  satis- 
factorily to  the  anglers  as  to  the  general  safety  of  the 
fish,  and  tho  least  thing  they  can  do  iB  to  recognise  the 
work,  if  not  by  a special  contribution,  by  a general 
response  to  my  appeal  for  half-a-crown  to  the  river- 
koepers’  dinner  which  I am  now  making,  as  those  men 
will  be  there  who  have  lent  a willing  hand  to  brin" 
matters  to  so  successful  an  issue. — B. 

(Datchet). — The  river  has  nearly  sunk  to  its 

normal  height,  and  is  a splendid  colour  for  fishing.  I was 
out  on  tho  25th  with  a gentleman  and  did  very  woll  with 
roach  and  porch,  and  again  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th 


had  vory  fair  sport.  I do  not  think  there  is  any  cause 
to  take  an  alarming  view  as  to  the  safety  of  the  fish.  I 
have  done  a little  circuit  round  without  seeing  a single 
fish,  with  tho  exception  of  vory  small  fry.  On  the  other 
hand,  I have  seen  lots  of  jack  at  the  edge  of  tho  bank  in 
tho  osiers.  They  knew  which  was  the  right  road  to  take 
when  disturbed. — G.  Lumbden. 

Hampton  Court.  — William  Milbourne 

writes  : “ The  water  is  falling  fast,  and  getting  in  good 
order  for  all  fishing.  John  Smith,  fishing  with  a gentle- 
man, took  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  I was  out  on 
Monday  with  Mr.  Chubb,  who  caught  thirteen  brace  of 
perch  and  five  jack.  Some  of  the  perch  weighed  lib. 
each.” — B. 

(Kingston). — There  has  not  been  much  done 

here  yet.  A gentleman  fishing  with  John  Johnson  for 
two  or  three  days  has  beon  getting  a few  bream,  perch, 
and  roach  ; the  water  is  now  in  good  condition. — B. 

(Marlow).— The  jack  fishing  at  Marlow  is 

now  excellent ; the  fish  in  capital  condition,  and  as 
game  as  possible.  I give  a few  item£  of  what  we  are 
doing,  and  strongly  advise  all  lovers  of  tho  sport  to 
lose  no  time,  but  take  immediate  advantage  of  the  fall- 
ing water.  Snow  may  come  at  any  time  now  and  upset 
our  calculations  indefinitely.  On  Nov.  24,  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  Foster,  out  with  Tom  White,  had  a good  bag. 
Ten  jack  were  retained — largest  7'rlb.  Many  others 
were  run,  and  somo  lost  through  overstrain,  I fancy. 
Two  decidedly  broke  away.  Tnis  was  from  Temple 
downwards.  Nov.  25,  Tom  White  again  on  the  war- 
path with  same  gentlemen ; result,  fourteen  jack,  all 
tillable,  up  to  5|lb.  W.  Lloyd,  out  with  host  of  The 
Ship.  They  had  Bix  pretty  specimens,  all  taken 
from  one  corner  (from  bank)  — largest  fish  51b. 
Many  others  were  taken  both  days,  including  a fine 
perch.  “ Old  Ugly  ” was  “ amongst  ” them,  too. 
Nov.  26,  W.  Lloyd,  two  jack  (killable).  This  time  Birt 
Cox  seems  to  take  the  palm.  Out  with  Messrs.  Roe  and 
Morgan,  he  brought  to  bank  eight  nice  fish,  up  to  51b. 
(Later  to  time  of  writing).  W.  Coster,  with  party,  four 
jack,  one  perch.  Birt  Cox,  out  with  Messrs.  Flint  and 
Sheppard,  eight  jack  retained,  and  three  put  back. 
“ Old  Ugly”  tells  me  he  has  had  a few  more  also.  W. 
Lloyd  has  just  landed  a jack  of  31b.  odd.  As  the 
water  is  lowering,  more  spots  can  be  tried,  and,  so  many 
smaller  fish  being  removed,  I am  in  hopes  of  recording 
the  capture  of  some  of  the  big  ones  which  we  know 
are  here. — C.  L.  Mathews  (The  Ship,  Marlow). 

(Oxford).— The  river  is  now  in  capital  order. 

Several  jack  have  been  taken  in  the  city  waters 
recently ; one  gentleman  had  thirty-six  in  one  week 
from  the  Wolvercote  district,  an  average  of  about  3|lb.  ; 
but  at  present  the  conditions  have  greatly  improved. 
A few  roach  were  taken  on  Nov.  25.  The  largest  fish 
that  has  come  under  my  notice  was  a jack  of  101b.  from 
Wolvercote  district. — C.  H. 

(Teddington).— The  bank  anglers  between 

here  and  Richmond  have  been  getting  some  fish.  One 
day  Mr.  Geal  took  three  bream,  the  largest  ljlb.,  and 
Mr.  Hardy  got  some  fine  roach  up  to  fib.  each. — B. 

(Twickenham).— A few  of  the  punts  have 

been  out  and  getting  some  dace,  but  the  results  have 
been  very  small. — B. 

(Windsor).  — The  state  of  affairs  in  the 

Thames  valley  recently  has  been  indescribable,  and  it 
was  useless  to  consult  “ the  oldest  inhabitant.”  We 
have  to  go  back  to  the  year  1742  for  anything  like  the 
floods  that  have  been  experienced  here  ; even  these  pale 
into  insignificance,  the  waters  covering  a far  greater 
area  and  to  a greater  depth.  For  six  days  I had  my 
salmon  waders  on,  doing  all  I could,  with  many  other 
willing  workers,  to  alleviate  sudden  distress  of  our  water- 
bound  neighbours.  I am  now  handicapped  with  queer 
legs,  but  am  assured  water  is  in  capital  order,  especially 
for  jack,  and  already  many  have  been  caught,  the  first 
to  make  a bag  that  came  under  my  notice  being  Mr.  W. 
Fountain,  of  Eton,  out  with  Paice,  of  Eton  Wick  ; he  had 
four  runs,  taking  three  fish  weighing  91b.  The  oppor- 
tunity should  not  be  missed,  flams  and  lay-byes  must 
now  hold  a lot  of  fish,  and  in  angling  the  motto  “ First 
come  first  served,”  holds  good.  I am  told  the  members 
of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society 
were  out  yesterday  with  the  nets — result  not  yet  known  ; 
but  a lot  of  fish  are  out.  A trout  of  about  ljlb.  was 
picked  up  in  the  street  at  Datchet,  a jack  of  5Jlb.  was 
run  over  on  the  Eton  Wick  road,  and  several  jack  have 
been  found  between  sleepers  on  South-Western  Railway, 
Datchet  district.  Mr.  Thomas,  of  the  Christopher  Tap, 
Eton,  found  two  good-sized  perch  in  a little  pool,  and 
set  the  good  example  of  carrying  them  to  the  river. 
Numerous  other  fish  have  been  picked  up,  but  the  out- 
of-work  loafers  are  busy  searching  the  pools  left  from 
this  memorable  flood. — B.  R.  B. 

Arun  (Amberley). — The  water  is  now  in  capital 
condition.  Fish  are  on  the  feed  close  in  bank.  I have 
seen  some  splendid  roach  and  bream,  and  several  good- 
sized  jack.  Live  bait  will  be  the  most  effective  lure. — 
Lee. 

Ancholme  District. — Sport  has  only  beon  moderate 
during  the  past  week.  A few  pike  have  beon  taken,  but 
mostly  small.  Roach  havo  taken  the  bait  most 
freely,  and  bobbing  for  eels  continues  with  a measure  of 
success.  Water  is  getting  into  good  condition  again. — 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Cornish  Streams. — Salmon  fishers  have  had  grand 
times  since  I wroto  last.  Evidently  great  quantities  of 
fish  aro  running  up,  and,  as  tho  waters  havo  gone  back 
and  left  a pretty  clear  bod  and  bank,  fishing  ought  to  be 
and  really  was,  excellent.  Downing,  a professional 
fisher  of  Bodmin,  got  on  Friday  throe  salmon  woighing 


151b,,  141b. , and  101b.  ; on  Saturday,  two,  111b.  and  81b. ; 
Monday,  one  of  251b  ; Tuesday,  three,  211b.,  101b.,  and 
101b.  Matthews,  Friday,  one  of  181b. ; Monday,  five, 
woighing  altogether  something  over  501b.  ; Tuesday,  two, 
101b.  and  81b.  Another  rod  had  three,  191b.,  181b.,  and 
81b.  ; and  there  were  fish  of  181b.  downwards  taken  by 
others.  So  muoh  for  the  doings  on  the  Camel.  On  the 
Fowey  Dr.  Elliott  got  a good  fish,  and  another  good 
fisherman  two  of  about  101b.  each. — Bodmin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.  —We  haveand  bavehadallthe 
week  a favourable  water  for  grayling  fishing.  We  want  no 
single  favourable  condition  of  sport  but  anglers.  Plenty 
of  trout  fishing  is,  and  always  has,  been  done  inthis  dis- 
trict, but  members  of  club  preserves  do  not  seem  to  care 
to  travel  after  grayling  fishing. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Angling  is 

again  in  full  swing  in  the  Fen  district,  and  both  bottom 
fishers  and  trollers  for  pike  are  having  some  nice  weather 
for  their  operations.  Roach  have  come  on  again  and 
are  easily  taken,  not  only  in  prepared  swims  but,  in 
other  places  where  they  abound.  Billingborough  anglers 
are  getting  good  baskets  of  these  fish  from  the  Forty 
Foot,  and  are  able  now  and  again  to  top  up  with  a 
decent  pike  or  two.  Several  have  had  141b.  or  161b.  of 
roach  at  a sitting  within  the  last  few  days  from  this 
water,  and  the  captures  of  pike  have  included  four  and 
five  fish  each,  the  best  being  specimens  up  to  71b.  or  81b. 
Spalding  club  anglers  are  said  to  be  getting  some  good 
sport.  The  waters  in  the  drains  are  now  in  good  trim. 
— Limpet. 

Gipping  (Ipswich). — Flood  water  has  quite  cleared 
off,  leaving  river  in  capital  condition  for  angling.  Mr. 
Wilkins,  in  a quiet  spot  last  Saturday  got  three  fine- 
conditioned  jack,  weighing  8(lb.,  51b.,  and  41b.,  and 
since  then  several  fish  of  61b.  and  under  have  been 
taken.  Roach  are  feeding  well ; a nice  bag  of  01b.  was 
taken  to-day  by  Mr.  Taylor.  I regret  to  record  capture 
while  pike  fishing  by  a stranger  of  a salmon  trout  of 
51b.  lOoz.  on  Monday.  What  a failing  there  is  in  the 
public  in  remembering  close  seasons  unless  they  are 
made  to  pay  for  their  lapses  ! Our  close  season  is  from 
Oct.  2 to  April  10  inclusive. — Piscatok. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — The  weather  for  the  week 
past  has  been  quite  tempting  for  the  angler,  and  not 
only  have  local  experts  put  in  an  appearance  at  the 
waterside,  but  several  visitors  have  come  by  train  from 
a distance.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  learn  particulars  of 
the  doings  of  the  latter,  particularly  about  the  lower 
waters,  and  the  drains  connected  therewith.  Captures 
of  pike  are  also  spoken  of  from  the  private  lakes  and 
ponds  in  the  upper  district.  Some  of  these  often  run  to 
a good  size.  Bottom  fishing  has  had  attention  as  well 
as  trolling,  and  some  nice  lots,  of  roach  have  come  up 
from  Bollam  and  vicinity.  A fine  pike  was  killed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Retford  on  Monday  with  rod  and 
line  by  Mr.  Oliver.  It  scaled  22 Jib.,  and  was  in  splendid 
condition. — L. 

Itchen  (Swathling).— The  floods  are  gradually  sub- 
siding at  and  above  Woodmill,  and  we  may  hope  to 
have  a little  coarse  fishing  soon.  Some  very  good  roach 
and  dace  have  been  taken  on  the  tidal  river  below  the 
mill  during  the  last  two  or  three  days  by  Messrs. 
Warren  and  friends. — C.  M.  P. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End). — What  with  fine  weather  and 
pleasing  surroundings,  fishing  during  the  past  week  has 
been  good.  Severalnice  jack  have  been  taken.  Onthe25th 
ult.  one  gentleman  had  five  in  succession.  At  Flanders 
Weir  two  jack  (91b.  and  41b.)  and~a  perch  of  3Jlb.  were 
taken.  Mr.  Hale  had  some  good  dace,  Mr.  Green  three 
roach  (the  best  lib.  3oz.),  Messrs.  M.  Sutherland,  Fore- 
man, Newton,  and  Ballingall  perch,  and  Mr.  C.  Newton 
one  eel  scaling  21b.  7oz.  Everything  promises  well  for 
further  sport  during  the  week,  both  water  and  weather 
being  favourable. — Fred  Green. 

Lea  (Rye  House). — The  water  here  now  is  in  very 
good  condition  since  the  flood;  it  has  cleared  away  a lot 
of  the  weeds  that  held  a lot  of  natural  food.  Mr.  Ernest 
P.  Beamont  and  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Warne,  landed  eight 
brace  of  fine  perch  from  the  Forty-G  uinea  water  on  Tues- 
day, and  one  jack. — J.  Cowell. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  rivers  are  in  first-rate  con- 
dition, and  angling  prospects  are  good.  On  Nov.  25 
sport  was  not  so  good  as  was  expected,  but  there  was  a 
nasty  cold  east  wind  blowing  nearly  all  day,  which  was 
most  decidedly  against  successful  fishing.  Great  com- 
plaints were  made  about  the  quantity  of  undersized  jack 
which  had  been  hooked ; in  some  cases  loss  of  tackle 
was  the  result.  At  Ware,  Mr.  J.  Baldock  had  a jack  of 
about  31b.  At  Waltham  Abbey.  Mr.  Trimmer  had  one  of 
about  51b.  At  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  on  Satur- 
day, a gentleman  had  one  of  41b.  2oz.  There  will  be  a 
pegged-down  match  in  Day’s  Water  on  Dec.  2.  On 
Nov.  25  I saw  two  specimens  of  a rare  kind  of  fresh- 
water fish — they  were  the  burbot,  or  eel  pout,  and 
came,  I believe,  from  the  Ouse.  Water  now  (Thursday) 
in  good  order. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugfgf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
have  now  lowered  and  clearod  and  are  in  fishing  order. 
Fishing  cannot  be  said  to  be  brisk,  and  only  a few  rods 
have  been  out.  The  grayling  are  more  on  the  feed,  and 
are  sporting  well,  and  some  nice  fish  havo  beon  landed. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  order,  but  few  fish  takon. — G WYNNE. 

Luggf,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Dry 
weather  for  tho  last  fow  days  has  caused  tho  rivers  to 
clear  and  lower  considerably,  and,  if  the  samo  weather 
continues,  they  will  be  Askable  for  grayling  with  maggot, 
worm,  or  sink  and  draw  by  tho  time  those  linos  aro  in 
print,  although  most  likoly  still  rather  high.  It  will  bo 
the  middle  of  the  ooming  weok  bofore  they  aro  in  good 
order.— R.  T.  Williams. 
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Medway  (Tonbridge). — Present  state  of  water 
about  perfection,  and  every  reason  to  believe  it  will 
continue  so  for  the  next  few  days.  A few  small  pike 
have  been  had,  and  also  roach  and  chub,  but  no  good 
baskets.  A nice  take  of  dace  was  had  in  one  of  our  side 
streams,  the  bait  being  tail  of  small  maiden  lobs. — 

R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Denver). — For  many  days  past  these  waters 
have  been  quite  unfishable,  the  river  having  been  at  an 
abnormal  height,  and  in  many  places  lower  down  the 
Fen  acres  of  land  submerged ; but  the  floods  are  now 
running  off  rapidly,  doing  good  cleansing  work  in  their 
rush  seaward.  At  present  the  water  is  badly  discoloured, 
but  this  will  soon  right  itself,  and,  with  some  nice  crisp 
Christmas  weather  (of  which  there  is  every  indication), 
there  ought  to  be  capital  sport  with  the  pike,  who  have 
been  remarkably  free  from  visitors  lately. — Water 
Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  in  better  condition 
than  it  has  beenfor  a very  long  time,  and  fish  are  feeding 
nicely.  Not  many  anglers  have  been  out  at  present,  but 
those  who  have  tried  have  nearly  all  had  fair  sport.  Pike 
have  run  rather  small,  bnt  there  are  plenty  of  large 
ones  in  the  river.  The  roach  that  are  being  taken  now 
are  of  goodly  size  and  in  splendid  condition.  Intending 
visitors  should  at  once  take  advantage  of  the  present 
favourable  conditions. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  got  in  good 
order  for  pike  fishing,  and  sport  has  been  very  fair  con- 
sidering the  time.  Anglers  ought  not  to  miss  the 
present  opportunity  after  the  flood.  Two  chub,  31b.  6oz. 
and  31b.  lOJoz.,  were  taken  at  Hartford  with  a small  red 
worm  while  fishing  for  baits.  If  rain  holds  off,  sport 
will  be  good  for  some  time,  especially  with  pike. — H. 
Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives).— The  river  in  this  district  is  now 
in  grand  condition  for  all-round  angling.  Roach  are 
taking  crust  of  bread  and  gentles,  and  some  nice  fish 
have  been  had.  One  angler  recently  took  101b.  of  fish 
in  a flooded  meadow  with  brandlings.  Pike  are  begin- 
ning to  run  well,  and  a number  from  31b.  to  61b.  have 
this  week  been  taken.  On  Thursday  the  water  was  a 
splendid  colour.  Weather  mild;  wind  S.W. — A.  R.  M. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— My  last  week’s  expectations 
were  fully  realised,  as  the  jack  have  been  and  are  still 
feeding  well,  one  gentleman  taking  four,  another  two, 
myself  four,  another  gentleman  two  (to  my  knowledge) 
on  Nov.  25,  they  were  from  3|lb.  to  5Jlb. ; and  now  I hear 
of  another  gentleman  bagging  eight  nice  fish,  largest 
101b.  The  water  is  in  tip-top  condition,  and,  if  we  get 
a frost  or  two,  some  big  takes  must  follow. — A.  Scard. 

Severn  (Shropshire).  — The  floods  having  com- 
pletely subsided,  angling  is  once  more  practicable,  and 
the  bottom  fisher  will  do  well  to  take  full  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  now  open  to  him.  Pike  fishing  will 
prove  a pleasant  and  profitable  pursuit,  while  roach, 
chub,  and  dace  will  yield  abundant  sport. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech). — Since  the  recent  floods  a goodly  number  of 
pike,  which  are  still  well  on  the  feed,  have  been 
captured  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and,  if  many  more 
of  these  rapacious  denizens  of  our  rivers  were  taken,  we 
should  have  fewer  complaints  of  the  scarcity  of  game 
fish.  Some  very  fair  sport  has  also  been  enjoyed  with 
coarse  fish,  and  a few  grayling  have  been  secured  in  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Tanat ; but  the  want  of  bright  sunshine  is  a 
great  drawback,  and  accounts  for  the  want  of  success 
amongst  them,  as  the  streams  are  now  very  rapidly 
getting  into  good  condition  owing  to  the  settled  weather, 
and  the  only  thing  wanting  is  a change  from  the  present 
dull  state  of  the  atmosphere  to  clear  skies. — Vyrnwy. 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  river  has  been  well  “washed  ” 
this  last  fortnight.  The  fish  are  feeding.  Mr.  W. 
Walker,  Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  had  a nice  take 
of  roach  on  Nov.  25. — D.  Springham. 

Stort  (Roydon). — We  had  several  fishermen  down 
on  Nov.  25.  Some  good  sport  was  had,  several  fine 
roach  over  lib.,  and  some  nice  perch.  The  river  is  now 
in  good  condition  for  fishing.— T.  C. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  on  Nov.  |25 
was  in  fair  condition,  but  roach  were  feeding  very  shyly. 
Good  fish  were  few  and  far  between,  the  average  of 
sizeable  fish  being  three  or  four  per  rod.  The  North- 
East  Brothers  mustered  seventeen  Btrong  for  a match  on 
the  Association  water,  but,  although  five  prizes  were 
taken,  the  bags  were  very  small,  the  first  prize  being 
taken  with  three  roach  barely  weighing  a pound,  and  the 
others  with  single  fish.  A cold  easterly  wind  was  blowing, 
whichno  doubt  affected  the  roach  feeding.  Jack, however, 
were  biting  more  freely,  the  best  basket  being  two  of 
51b.  each,  made  by  a local  angler.  On  Monday,  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  the  Lion  Inn,  Lamarsh,  captured  a pike 
of  161b.  weight  in  the  Stour,  about  three  miles  from 
Bures.  The  river  is  now  very  clear,  and  in  good  con- 
dition for  pike  fishing,  but  too  clear  and  the  weather 
not  cold  enough  for  successful  roach  angling. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — With 
favourable  weather  the  floods  are  subsiding,  loaving 
many  traces  of  the  destruction  of  fish  in  its  track.  In 
some  districts  willing  hands  have  collected  the  stranded 
waifs  with  landing  nets  and  buckets,  and  placed  them  in 
the  river,  but  too  many  have  found  their  way  into  the 
pot  or  frying  pan.  It  must  be  some  time  ere  the  rivers 
recover  themselves,  and  new  swims  must  be  found  as 
the  river  bed  will  have  undergone  transformation.  A 
complete  human  skeleton  was  recently  found  at  South 
Stoke  in  a bed  of  rushes  on  the  bank  of  the  Arun,  and 
will  doubtless  remain  a mystery  as  to  its  presence  there. 
Anglers  have  tried  some  portions  of  the  Ouse,  and  taken 


pike  and  roach.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  bank  high, 
in  good  condition,  and  has  afforded  good  sport  among 
small  pike,  roach,  and  bream.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a nice  level,  and  in  fair  order  for 
angling,  it  having  gone  down  considerably.  Angling 
during  the  past  week  has  improved.  The  grayling  are 
rising  at  the  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  Whir- 
ling Blue.  Grasshopper  and  maggot  fishing  has  been 
successful.  Salmon  have  been  seen  jumping  A-shford 
Weir,  and  it  is  expected  they  will  play  mischief  with  the 
trout  spawn. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  gone 
down,  and  is  now  in  fair  fishing  order.  Angling  has 
been  quiet  of  late,  but  the  fine  frosty  weather  has 
improved  the  prospect  of  fishing,  and  some  good  sport 
may  be  expected.  Grayling  are  on  sale  in  the  town. — 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  could  scarcely  be  in 
better  condition  for  angling,  and  excellent  results  con- 
tinue amongst  the  pike.  From  above  the  town,  in  the 
Farndon  and  Averbam  waters,  Mr  T.  Mackenzie  took 
ten  fish  on  Monday,  five  on  the  following  day,  and  again 
on  Wednesday  fish  up  to  81b.  being  included  in  the  take  ; 
and  from  the  same  water  on  Saturday  a friend  of  his 
bagged  one  close  on  121b.  From  the  lower  water,  Mr.  E. 
Upton  and  a friend  on  Tuesday  secured  eleven  pike,  and 
several  others  have  been  taken,  chiefly  by  spinning,  both 
from  the  Trent  and  the  Devon.  Roach  and  dace  refuse 
both  worms  and  gentles,  but  little  bottom  fishing  is 
attempted. — Trentsider. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).  — Pike  fishing  on 
the  Witham  and  adjacent  waters  is  again  in  full  swing, 
and  now  and  again  we  hear  of  capital  hauls.  One  day 
last  week  it  was  stated  that  a party  had  taken  over  a 
dozen  fish  which  in  the  aggregate  scaled  about  half  a 
hundredweight.  These  were  got  somewhere  below 
Langrick.  Good  takes  are  reported  at  several  points 
between  Bardney  and  Boston,  both  from  the  river  and 
from  the  side  drains.  The  Delph  below  Bardney  has  in 
it  some  excellent  pike,  and  during  the  last  few  days 
specimens  have  been  landed  of  71b.,  and  even  91b. 
Good  baskets  of  roach  have  come  from  the  Fossdyke, 
from  Brayford  Pool,  and  from  the  river  between  the 
city  and  Bardney. — Luci. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea. — Strong  easterly  winds  almost 
barred  all  fishing  operations  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week,  but  on  Wednesday  regular  “ sprat  weather  ” set 
in,  and  the  drifters  especially  did  well.  Messrs.  George 
Ward  and  Son’s  two  boats,  the  Happy  Thought  and 
Ruby,  being  “ top  weight  ” with  between  seventy  and 
eighty  bushels  of  very  fine  sprats.  To-day  (Thursday) 
weather  is  again  favourable,  light  westerly  breeze  and 
slight  fog,  with  the  sea  smooth  as  a mill  pond.  Numerous 
anglers  are  busy  along  the  beach , w h list  both  professionals 
and  amateurs  are  afloat  in  force,  with  every  prospect 
of  good  results.  The  approach  of  stern  winter  is  again 
heralded  by  the  arrival  of  wild  geese  and  various  other 
“fowl,’’  &c.,  the  bean  goose  ( Anser  ferns)  pink- 
footed ( Anser  brachyrhynchus)  and  white-fronted  (Anser 
albifrons)  being  already  in  evidence  on  the  rivers  and 
marshes.  A fine  male  specimen  of  the  latter  was  shot 
the  other  day  in  the  river.  Some  very  fine  full  snipe  and 
golden  plover  have  been  killed.  One  of  the  latter  we 
saw  on  Wednesday  scaled  just  lloz.  (Mr,  Whistler,  of 
Waveney  House,  Aldeburgh-on-Sea,  will  gladly  give 
every  information  as  to  fishing  and  shooting  to  intending 
visitors  on  application.) — G.  H.  W. 

Brighton.— Although  the  weather  has  been  decidedly 
cold  during  the  past  week  (E.  and  N.E.  winds),  the  sea 
has  been  very  calm,  and  a number  of  boat  anglers  have 
been  off.  Codfish  are  fairly  abundant  three  or  four 
miles  off  Black  Rock,  and  several  nice  fish  up  to  121b. 
in  weight  were  taken  a few  days  ago  on  herring  bait. 

“ Brighton  winter  herrings”  are  now  fairly  plentiful, 
and  long-shore  boats  are  making  good  catches,  up  to 
2000  or  so  per  boat. — H. 

Deal.— Strong  easterly  winds  prevail,  and  at  present 
it  is  practically  impossible  to  have  any  good  fishing. 
The  water  also  is  very  thick,  and  few  of  our  local  fisher- 
men have  been  out.  I notice  that  wildfowl  and  ducks 
are  flying  about  the  bay,  and  with  an  improvement  in 
the  weather  there  should  be  fair  sport  for  rod  and 
gun. — Edward  Hanger  (agent  British  Sea  Anglers 
Society). 

Hastings.— Fishing  is  in  full  swing  ; the  wind  is 
right  inland,  and  consequently  the  sea  is  very  smooth- 
just  ideal  weather  for  angling.  One  boat  came  back 
last  week  with  sixteen  cod,  besides  small  fish.  Sam 
Philcox  had  a cod  of  321b.  Out  with  him  to-day 
(Wednesday)  I seen  ei  four  cod  (two  over  241b.),  one 
pollack,  and  a number  of  good  codling  and  whiting;  in 
fact,  fish  are  very  plentiful.  Hastings  Pier  is  well 
patronised  by  anglers,  and  very  good  catches  are 
recorded.  Fishing  from  the  large  stone  groyne  is  also 
well  followed  up,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  Lug  is 
the  most  killing  bait.— Henry  Dowsett. 

Plymouth.— Sea  fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  very 
plentiful  during  the  week,  and  both  amateurs  and  pro- 
fessionals have  been  having  a good  time  of  it.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  smelt  become  very  plentiful,  and  are 
caught  by  the  dozen  with  rod  and  line  and  paternoster 
of  single  gut,  having  eight  to  twelve  No.  8 Limerick 
hooks  to  short  gut  fastened  at  the  knots  and  baited 
with  small  pieces  of  ragworm.  The  best  place  for 
this  kind  of  sport  is  off  Commercial  Wharf  and  at 
Millbay ; they  improve  in  condition  as  the  winter  goes  on. 
For  some  reason  or  other,  we  are  taking  a lot  of  very 


large  conger  close  to  the  shore  at  the  Great  Western 
Docks,  off  the  West  Hoe  Pier,  and  the  rocks  underneath 
the  Hoe — some  as  heavy  as  251b.  They  would  show  some 
sport  if  played  with  a rod.  The  best  bait  for  them  is 
pilchard,  and  they  bite  best  at  night. — W.  Hearder. 

Portmagee. — During  the  past  week  large  numbers 
of  hake,  ling,  and  cod  have  been  had.  Mackerel  a.nd 
scad  are  now  very  scarce  hereabouts,  and  the  seine 
fishing  may  be  considered  as  at  an  end. — T.  J.  D. 

Scarborough.  — Rock  cod  are  abundant,  and  are 
affording  good  sport  to  boat  and  shore  anglers.  The 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  have  had  another  com- 
petition ; time  allowed,  three  hours,  over  an  extent  of 
some  three  miles  north  and  three  miles  south  of  Scar- 
borough, and  restricted  to  catches  of  cod.  A good 
number  of  members  took  part  in  the  match,  and  those 
fishing  from  the  shore  did  better  than  those  in  boats. 
Some  of  the  heaviest  fish  were  taken  over  the  rocks  at 
the  foot  of  the  Castle  Hill.  Mr.  Bowron  took  the  first 
prize  with  181b.  ; Mr.  S.  Rawlings,  second,  171b. ; Mr. 

C.  Foster,  third,  14 Jib. ; Mr.  B.  Tansley,  fourth, 
12|lb.,  &o.— H. 

Southampton.— The  weather  has  settled  much  finer, 
and  on  Nov.  25  some  half  dozen  boats  were  anchored 
off  Netley  with  four  men  and  some  worms  in  each— 
the  men  trying  to  keep  themselves  warm,  and  the 
worms  struggling  to  get  off  the  hooks.  The  fish  below 
had  gone  off  for  a holiday,  and  it  was  only  a few  of  the 
stay-at-homes  who  were  eventually  disposed  to  try  the 
flavour  of  the  Netley  worms,  and  in  the  act  were 
caught.  Disappointment  reigned  supreme,  and  expres- 
sions of  disgust  were  very  audible  at  the  bad  luck 
experienced.  I am  afraid  there  is  very  little  heart  lelt 
for  fishing.  The  torpedo  practice  takes  place  two  or 
three  times  a week,  and  the  disturbance  down  below 
accounts  in  a great  measure  for  the  scarcity  of  fish. 
Messrs.  Russell,  Starkey,  and  Co.  sailed  some  distance 
below  Netley,  and  had  better  luck  than  any  of  the  boats 
off  Netley.  The  fish,  though  few  in  number,  were  of  a 
good  size.— C.  McPherson. 

Southsea  and  District.— With  the  wind  off  the 
shore,  in  smooth  water  some  good  fish  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  Shore  fishing  has  not  been  good,  as 
the  water  was  too  thick.  From  E Southsea  Pier  some 
good  flatfish  have  been  taken.  The  fishing  on  the  Dean 
Tail  Bank  and  in  deep  water  has  been  good  with  brill, 
codling,  and  whiting. — C.  J.  Dean. 

Valentia.— Pollack  anglers  continue  to  have  good 
sport  with  rubber  eels.  Very  little  sport  has  been  had 
by  bottom  fishers,  the  fish  usually  taken  being  either 
scarce  or  off  the  feed.  Congers  are  numerous,  but  no 
anglers  have  been  out  specially  after  them. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Sport  has  been  good  since  the  advent 
of  fine  weather.  In  one  day  a party  of  four  anglers, 
fishing  in  Boulikille  Bay,  got  in  four  hours  170  whiting, 
forty-five  gurnard,  and  fifteen  miscellaneous  fish.  On 
another  day  the  same  anglers  had  200  of  different  kinds. 
Pollacking  also  afforded  much  sport,  and  on  Friday  one 
angler  took  twenty-five  good  fish,  using  two  hand-lines 
with  red  rubber  eels. — T.  J.  D. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland  Rivers.— Severe  frosts  have 
been  the  rule  during  the  past  week,  with  a consequent 
shrinkage  of  the  rivers.  Yet  there  is  a fair  volume  and 
to  spare  for  spawning  purposes  for  some  time  yet,  even 
should  the  hard  weather  prevail.  From  Bra,emar, 
Ballater,  and  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee  most  gratifying 
reports  have  been  received  as  to  the  abundance  of  fish 
Oil  the  redds,  and,  all  over,  the  season  has  been  the 
earliest  and  most  prolific  of  which  have  been  noted 
during  the  past  dozen  years.  Only  an  occasional 
diseased  fish  is  met  with  by  the  army  of  watchers  who 
are  all  along  the  banks,  while  the  temperature  till 
lately  has  been  most  gratifying  indeed.  Fishing  at 
the  pier-heads  for  sea  fish  is  meeting  with  splendid 
success,  and  a good  few  old  hands  are  at  it.  The  other 
day  an  angler  hooked  a gull  by  the  webbed  foot,  and  had 
some  trouble  before  getting  it  released.— Deesider. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Urr 
closed  on  Nov.  30.  During  the  past  few  days  some 
capital  salmon  have  been  killed  with  fly.  Mr.  Jackson, 
of  Dumfries,  landed  a splendid  salmon  of  271b.  with 
fly.  Since  the  rod  fishing  closed  on  the  other  Solway 
rivers,  the  waters  have  been  in  fine  order  for  salmon 
spawning.  Sea  trout  appeared  on  the  beds  early,  and 
many  have  done  spawning.— Heathekbell. 

Tweed. — During  the  past  week  the  elements,  both 
weather  and  water,  have  not  to  any  extent  been 
either  in  favour  of  or  against  the  angler.  The 
season  which  closed  on  Friday  will  be  remembered 
by  everyone  inter*  sted  as  the  worst  ever  experienced 
within  the  recollection  of  the  oldest  fisherman  on 
Tweedside.  The  sport  obtained  since  my  last  notes 
has  been  much  the  same  as  for  the  two  previous 
weeks.  There  have  been  no  brilliant  exploits 
amongst  the  Salmo  salar  to  liven  up  what  has 
been  a most  dead  and  desultory  back-end,  and  we  even 
have  not  had  the  killing  of  a really  heavy  fish  to 
chronicle.  On  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  during 
the  week,  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  had  half  a dozen 
fish,  weighing  from  141b.  up  to  271b.  ; Lord  A.  G.  Lennox, 
on  the  same  water,  has  killed  one  of  101b.  ; on  the  lower 
water  Mr.  Walker  has  had  fairly  good  sport,  sixteen 
fish  having  been  got,  twelve  by  the  above  gentlemen 
(weights  from  101b.  to  201b.),  and  the  others  by  Mr. 
Crossfield  (weights  from  81b.  to  161b.).  On  the  Hender- 
syde  water,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  Bart.,  has 
had  two  or  three  fieh,  one  of  which  weighed  271b. 
Mr.  Hadow,  Edinburgh,  four  fish,  of  from  131b.  to  201b. ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  Kelso,  one  of  131b. 
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On  tho  Bomornyde  water,  on  Saturday,  Col.  Corkran  had 
a baggot  of  .'Hlli..  measuring  3Jft.,  while  ho  has  also  had 
othor  fish  from  up.  On  tho  »SprouMton  wator.  Col. 

T rotter,  Mr.  G.  Trotter,  Mr.  Stirling,  and  others  have 
had  fairly  (rood  sport.  killing  fish  of  trom  1 lib.,  1811).,  up 
to 221h.  On  (ho  Wark  water,  Lord  Scarborough  had  ono 
ot  151b.,  and  Lady  Jane  Murray,  one  of  231b,  On  tho 
Mortoun  wator.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vnux  has  had 
Bovoral  fish,  weighing  from  121b.  up  to  1811h  and  201b. 
On  tho  Bomoraydo  wator,  Mr.  Farquhar  had  ono  of 
251b.  On  tho  Tweed,  Mr.  A.  Steel  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Currie  had  each  a fish  of  181b.  On  tho  Toviot  during  the 
past  week  littlo  has  been  done;  Mr.  Win.  Scott,  Kolso, 
had  a (ilb.  fish  on  Monday  ; on  tho  21st,  Mr.  A.  Elliot, 
Cavorton,  had  ono  bull  trout  of  81b.  With  a high  glass 
and  no  wind,  the  finish  of  tho  season  seems  likely  to  be 
as  hum-drum  as  it  has  been  all  along  during  tho  months 
of  Octobor  and  November. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Connaught  Rivei’s. — In  tho  Corrib  the  fish  are  on 
the  spawning  grounds,  and  the  early  fish  have  depo- 
sited their  ova.  A littlo  pike  fishing  has  been  had 
recently  on  Lough  Conn  and  Lough  Cullen.  Mr.  Oaks 
killed  two  fish,  131b.  and  221b.;  19th,  one,  281b;  and 
Mr.  John  Moldon  bagged  two,  231b.  ami  311b. — J.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers  Spawning  in  the  numerous  rivers  of 
this  comity  goes  on  most  satisfactorily,  and  not  for 
many  years  have  there  been  such  numbers  of  fish  on  the 
redds.  Sea  fishing  is  practically  over. 

Shannon. — Although  the  opening  day  is  some  nine 
weeks  distant,  the  greater  part  of  the  preserved  water 
on  tho  Killaloo  sections  arc  already  lot  for  1895.  The 
well-known  salmon  fisher  Major  Traherne  has  taken  for 
a term  of  five  years  the  water  which  he  has  fished  for 
the  past  few  seasons,  and  also  the  water  recently  occu- 
pied by  the  late  Col.  St.  John  Willans,  including  the 

Mill  Pool  head.  Mr.  W.  Young’s  two  mill  preserves 
are  also  let  for  the  greater  part  of  the  season.— J.  B. 

Tyrone  Rivers.  —There  is  not  much  to  note  this 
week  on  these  rivers.  The  early  fish  are  spawning,  and 
the  later  runs  will  soon  be  due.  In  various  places  we 
note  that  farmers  are  being  fined  from  2s.  Gd.  to  10s 
tor  flax-water  pollution,  and  a few  poachers  are  being 
entertained  at  the  expense  of  our  most  gracious 
season  opens  on  the  Blackwater  and 
the  Ballmderry  on  March  1,  and  on  the  Strull,  Monrne, 

Roe.  Derg,. &c.,  April  l.—J.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  lake  is  now  consider- 
ably fallen,  though  the  river  is  still  pretty  high.  Salmon 
are  now  coming  up  the  latter  from  the  sea  in  more  than 
average  numbers.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
spawning  season  is  going  on  finely,  and  the  number  of 
fash  already  on  the  redds  is  considerable.  On  the  Cum- 
meragh— the  principal  river— this  good  state  of  things  is 
especially  noticeable.  From  the  Owreagh  and  Inny  the 
accounts  to  hand  are  a’so  satisfactory.— T.  J.  D 


ILLEGAL  FISHING  ON  THE  LEA. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  Thursday 
a.ternoon,  Mr.  C.  D.  Young  appeared  for  the  Lea 
Conservancy  to  prosecute  five  men  for  fishing  in  the 
River  Lea  in  contravention  of  the  bye-law  which 
provides  that  no  fishing  shall  take  place  before  an  hour 
before  sunrise  or  after  an  hour  after  sunset.  The  first 
two  defendants  were  Raglan  Bedford  and  William 
bimmonds^  both  working  men,  and  they  were  found  by 
VVilliam  Barrington,  one  of  the  fishing  bailiffs  of  the 
river,  fishing  at  a point  on  the  Copper  Mills  stream  200 
yards  from  the  main  river,  at  10.30  on  the  night  of  Aug.  11 . 
Between  them  they  had  six  lines,  five  being  pegged  into 
the  ground,  and  each  having  twelve  hooks,  and 
one  was  on  a winch.  Bedford  said  he  had  been  a 
member  of  an  angling  society  fop  five  years,  and  he  knew 
that  eel  fishing  at  night  was  not  illegal.  Simmonds 
now  quoted  Frank  Buckland  to  show  that  eels  were  not 
fash,  but  Mr.  Bros  said  that  although  eels  might  not  be 
fash  according  to  natural  history,  they  were  according 
to  law.  He  fined  the  defendants  each  53.  with  2s.  costs. 
Frederick  and  Ernest  Jones,  brothers,  pleaded  guilty  to 
similar  offences,  and  fines  of  2s.  and  costs  were  imposed, 
faraneis  Burbige,  an  insurance  agent,  who  was  also 
summoned  pleaded  not  guilty.  Robert  Verdon  said  he 
watched  the  defendant  at  eleven  o’clock  on  Aug.  29,  and 
sa-  j1  “ .t°Aow  a dead  line  in;  witness  subsequently 
nulled  this  line  out  of  the  water  and  found  an  eel  on  it. 
-Ine  defendant  said  the  line  was  not  his.  and  when 
witness  detained  him  he  tried  to  pitch  him  into  the 
river.  By  the  magistrate.— Notices  prohibiting  night 
fashing  were  posted  along  the  river  banks.  Mr.  Bros 
said  it  was  selfish  of  the  defendants  to  deprive  more 
sportsman-like  anglers  of  fish  that  might  be  caught  by 
legitimate  means.  He  fined  Burbige  10s.  and  costs. 


“Did  you  have  any  droughts  here  this  summer  ? ” 
(Meadow  ■ ’ Yes  sir;  we  had  one  that  lasted 
x weeks.  Everything  would  have  been  ruined  if  it 
hadn  t been  for  Deacon  Smart.”  “ What  did  he  do?  ” 
He  advertised  for  holiday  boarders  and  got  a houseful 
It  rained  every  day  after  they  came.” 


»r»E^fKT  SociETIER.  both  of  a harmless  and  of  a harmful  kind 
5omm°re  nun)er°U8  ln  ,hIa  country  than  most  people  believe’ 
are  » r™  im<ire  y foo,hah’  an<l  may  be  safely  left  alone,  but  others 
?r®  a rcal  danger  to  the  community.  The  members  of  Iheso 
latter  societies  are  mostly  foreigners,  outlaws  from  their  own 
&‘he  r.ifI  rff,f.„of  ‘>16  Continent,  kow  if  wc  are  to  enjoy  a 
healthy  national  life,  these  foreign  impurities  must  be  cleared  out 

wh?t  i/?™  Tlr-  stan“H  t0  reaeon  tha‘  this Tso,  and 
iTln?L?  t m the.nall°"  'rue  of  the  individual.  Half  the 
illness  to  which  man  is  subject  is  due  to  the  foreign  impurities  in 
the  blood;  ,,y  thf,  use  of  Holloway's  Pills  these  can  be  cleared 
away  and  health  restored  with  certainty,  safety  and  rapidity. 


FISHING  IN  LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Till*;  Manchester  Anglers’  Association  hold  their 
monthly  mooting  at  tho  Grand  Hotel  on  Tuesday, 
Nov.  20,  Mr.  J.  A.  Hutton,  president,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  John  Thompson  read  a short  paper  on  Lake 
Vyrmvy.  Ho  said  he  thought  there  would  be  a general 
agreement  that  tho  best  kind  of  fishing  for  salmon, 
trout,  or  grayling  was  in  a good  broad  river  with  the 
artificial  fly.  But  rivor  fishing  becomes  more  difficult 
every  year— he  spoke  of  trout  and  grayling,  which 
seemed  to  got  more  knowing  every  season.  The  skill  of 
the  angler  is  all  very  well,  but  the  defence  has  tho 
best  of  it.  Then  ho  turns  his  mind  to  lake  fishing, 
Loch  Leven,  Loch  ray,  or  Lake  Vyrnwy.  There 
are,  said  Mr.  Thompson,  strong  reasons  why  a visit 
should  be  paid  to  Lake  Vyrnwy.  The  Welsh  mountains 
which  surround  it,  heath-clad  and  sombre,  with  here 
and  there  a plantation  of  pine  and  birch  and  mountain 
ash,  make  a strange  combination  with  the  really  mag- 
nificent arched  dam  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  and  the 
picturesque  tower  with  its  green  coppered  tiling 
standiog  out  in  the  water  like  some  castle  on  the 
Rhine.  The  dam  is  built  of  stone.  About  203,000 
cubic  yards  of  it  were  used,  more  than  500,000  tons  of 
stone,  and  27,009  tons  of  cement  to  bind  it  together. 
There  are  thirty-throe  arches.  The  straining  tower, 
three-quarters  of  a mile  above  the  dam,  is  the  entrance 
to  the  aqueduct.  It  draws  the  water  out  some- 
what below  the  surface,  and  there  is  a sort  of  fine 
mesh  which  strains  out  all  the  grosser  impurities  from 
the  water.  The  hand  of  man  has  worked  here  in  unison 
with  the  hand  of  Nature  and  the  effect  is  charming. 
Those  who  have  been  at  Rome  have  felt  the  interest 
which  the  noble  old  aqueducts  give  to  the  Campagna. 
Monuments  of  the  greatness  of  old  Rome,  these  time- 
stained  overgrown  ruins  do  not  deface  the  scene,  but 
call  up  to  the  mind  the  picture  of  the  Imperial  city 
in  her  days  of  splendour,  when  the  streams  they  conveyed 
slaked  the  thirst  of  millions.  So  these  great  works  at  the 
source  of  the  Severn  among  the  lonely  mountains  suggest 
to  us  the  busy  streets  and  docks  of  distant  Liverpool.  Her 
thronging  multitudes  must  be  refreshed  by  these  cool 
pure  waters.  It  surely  lends  a double  charm  to  the 
restful  loneliness  of  this  lake  among  the  hills  to 
remember  the  toilers  in  the  crowded  streets,  and  to 
reflect  that  for  a brief  space  we  are  like  Tennyson’s 
Lotus  Eaters,  dreamily  resting,  free  from  toil  and  care. 
Another  enrious  thought  lends  enchantment  to  the 
lake.  Underneath  these  waters  is  the  site  of  the  old 
village  of  Llanwddyn.  There  was  the  old  church,  there 
the  bridge  over  the  cedig,  the  post-office,  and  the  old 
Cross  Guns  Inn.  Here  stood  a farmhouse  just  below 
where  yonder  trout  has  broken  the  surface.  In  the  bay 
over  there  stood  Eunant  Hall,  a fine  country  house  with 
many  gables.  A little  island  marks  the  spot,  near  the 
mouth  of  a stream.  The  fish  are  now  sheltering  in  the 
remains  of  the  houses.  One  is  reminded  of  Horace’s 
Ode ; — 

The  fish  are  swimming  in  the  top  of  trees, 

Where  erst  the  pigeons  roosted  in  the  breeze. 

Or,  better  still,  one’s  fancy  carries  one  away  to  the 
Arabian  Nights,  to  the  enchanted  lake  the  fisherman 
found  among  the  hills,  where  he  caught  the  fish  of  divers 
colours  who  had  once  been  the  Mussulman,  Christian, 
Jewish,  and  Pagan  inhabitants  of  a submerged  city. 
When  those  fish  were  in  the  frying-pan,  you  may 
remember  how  a majestic  lady  walked  through  the 
kitehen  walls,  and,  striking  the  pan  with  a wand, 
exclaimed,  “Fish,  fish,  are  you  doing  your  duty?” 
Truly  a searching  question  whether  for  man  or 
fish  I There  is  another  charm  about  this  Yyrnwy 
Lake.  The  angler  is  an  honest,  simple  man,  not  averse 
to  creature  comforts.  Th-se  he  will  find  admirably 
provided  for  in  the  hostel  built  by  the  Liverpool  Corpora- 
tion on  the  hill  just  beside  the  embankment.  He  will 
find  good  entertainment  when  he  comes  home  tired  in 
the  evening;  an  excellent  table  d’hote  at  eight  o’clock, 
wonderfully  furnished  rooms,  good  attendance,  and 
comfortable  bedding  on  which  to  dream  of  the  captures 
of  the  morrow.  The  hotel  is  about  1000ft.  above  sea- 
level. 

There  are  plenty  of  boats  and  skilled  boatmen. 
There  are  also  plenty  of  fish,  as  you  will  see  whenever 
the  wind  goes  down.  The  surface  is  then  covered  with 
rings,  nearly  all  over  the  lake.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Yyrnwy  is  an  early  lake.  April  and  the  first  days 
of  May  is  the  best  time  for  fishing,  though  sometimes 
good  baskets  may  be  made  in  September.  The  flies 
should  he  sma[l  Loch  Leven  size,  and  the  gut,  of 
course,  fine  though  pretty  strong.  I recommend  three 
flies  at  a time.  For  point  flies,  claret  and  mallard, 
claret  and  grouse,  or  black  body  with  gold  twist,  claret 
hackle,  and  teal  wings,  or  March  Brown  would  be  my 
selection.  For  the  middle  dropper  I have  found  nothing 
to  equal  green  and  grouse,  and  for  the  top  dropper  the 
Butcher,  silver  body,  black  hackle,  and  blue-black  wings, 
is  facile,  princeps.  I have  also  found  the  Alder  fly  a 
good  point  fly  on  bright  days.  Lee’s  Favourite  and 
Zulu  are  good  droppers,  and  sometimes  with  a high 
wind  the  fly  called  Golden  Dropper  kills  well. 

I have  seen  the  trout  take  pretty  well  in  a dead  calm 
if  you  can  get  your  flies  into  the  middle  of  the  circle 
just  after  a fish  has  risen  and  let  them  sink  pretty 
deep.  The  difficulty  is  to  get  within  casting  distance, 
under  such  conditions.  On  Loch  Leven,  also,  you  will 
sometimes  find  it  possible  to  piok  up  a good  many  fish  in 
a dead  calm  in  the  same  way,  though  there  I have 
usually  found  Red  and  Teal  tho  best  of  all  flies  ; whereas 
on  Vyrnwy  I have  never  done  any  good  with  this.  The 
®x.P®rfence  of  others  may  bo  different.  It  appears  that 
faith  must  be  a sine  qua  non  for  the  sucoess  of  a fly  ; if 
you  do  not  expect,  you  rarely  seem  to  succeed. 


Jingling  Jftjeiures. 

December  2.  

Addison  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Teddington. 

Allason  United  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Amicable  Brothers  • Match  at  Ware. 

Amicable  Excelsior : Match  at  Egham, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

Brompton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Camden  : Outing  to  Staines. 

Cobden  : Roving  match. 

Convivial  : Prize  outing. 

Dalston  : Match  in  Forty-Guinea  Water. 

Good  Intent : Outing  to  St.  Margaret’s. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Match  at  Rye  House. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Match  at  Wrayshury. 
Lady  of  the  Lake  : Competiton. 

Lincoln  : Prize  outing  to  Windsor. 

North  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

Queen’s  : Outing  to  Uxbridge. 

Royal  George  : Outirig  to  Bourne  End. 

Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Ware. 

Serapis  : Match  at  Ware. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  : Match  in  “ Day’s  Water.’' 
Walworth  Waltonians  : Match  in  the  Thames. 
Waggoners  : Outirig  to  Datchet. 

Wellington  : Match  at  Sunbury. 

Wenlock  : Prize  outing 
Westminster  .-  Match  at  Sunbury. 

December  3. 

Anglers’  Association  : Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Central  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting. 
Islington  Brothers  : Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society  : Reading  by  Dr.  Patterson. 

December  4. 

Bostonian  : Visit. 

Ergle  : Reading  by  Mr.  A.  G Jardine. 

Perseverance  : Visit. 

December  5. 

Enterprise  Rovers  : Smoking  concert. 

Epsom:'  Reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen— “ Fish  Life? 
Past,  Present,  and  Future.” 


Dec. 


9. — Amicable  Waltonian3  : Outing. 

9- — Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Kingston. 

9- — Forest  Gate  Piscatorials : Christmas  prize 
outing. 

9. — Golden  Barbel .-  Christmas  prize  outing. 

9. — Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

9. — Jubilee:  Match  at  Taplow. 

9. — Peckham  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

9. — Phcenix  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

9. — Rose  and  Crown  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

9. — Royal  Oak  : Match  at  Harlow. 

9. — Walham  Green  : Match. 

11. — Convivial : Visit. 

11. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Visit. 

11- — Gresham  : Reading  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 

11. — Rose  and  Crown  : Benefit  concert. 

11.  — Sundial : Benefit  concert. 

12.  — Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Great  Marlow. 

15.  — Lyehnobite:  Christmas  outing. 

16- — Anglers’  Pride  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

16.  — Battersea  Friendly  : Christmas  prize  outing. 
16- — Bloomsbury  Brothers-  Outing  to  Windsor. 

16- — Duke  of  Norf  olk  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

16. — Lincoln  : Match  at  Taplow. 

16. — Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Reading. 

18. — Balloon  Society : Reading  by  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran  (o  Leeds).  Illustrated  by  100 
lantern  slides. 

18. — Dalston  : Distribution. 

18. — Peckham  Brothers  : Visit. 


golfings  bg  t^e  £8ag. 

My  readers  will  scarcely  need  reminding  that  an 
enormous  clearance  sale  of  waterproof  goods,  adapted, 
not  only  to  the  use  of  fishermen,  hut  all  classes  and  con- 
ditions of  men,  women,  and  children,  is  announced  by 
that  well-known  firm  of  waterproofers  Messrs.  Anderson, 
Anderson,  and  Anderson.  The  sale  will  last  for  twelve 
days— from  Monday,  Dec.  3,  to  Saturday,  Doc.  15.  A 
glance  at  last  week’s  Gazette  will  show  the  reduced 
prices  at  which  the  goods  are  offered  in  order  to  effect 
a clearance. 

******* 

On  Saturday  morning,  Nov.  24,  a fire  broke  out  on  the 
premises  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  the  London  and 
North  British  Works,  Alnwick,  Northumberland,  at 
their  branch  establishment,  5,  South-street,  David- 
street,  Edinburgh.  Although  a large  quantity  of  goods 
have  been  destroyed,  and  the  workshops  considerably 
damaged,  business  will  be  carried  on  as  usual  during  the 
repairs. 

**##### 

“In  May,  1889,  whilst  marching  towards  the  Pir 
Panjal,”  says  Mr.  Levett-Yeats,  “and  fishing  tho  Tavi, 

I halted  at  the  rost  house  at  Naoshehra.  The  house 
was  then  in  disrepair,  and  in  the  only  available  room 
there  was  a cupboard  let  into  the  wall.  Opening  this  I 
was  startled  to  find  a snake  there,  which  I killed  with 
my  alpenstock.  A further  examination  of  the  cupboard 
showed  that  someone,  who  had  been  ‘there  beforo,’  had 
pastod  a number  of  sheets  of  tho  Fishing  Gazette  to  tho 
wall  against  which  it  was  sot.  It  need  not  be  addod 
that  the  snake  was  a real  snake.” 
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My  friend,  “The  Man  in  Grey,”  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing'notes  from  Sunbury  : We  had  a little  excitement  at 
the  petty  sessions  here  on  Monday,  when  a smart  young 
fisherman  from  Teddington,  named  McBride,  was 
charged  with  stealing  a wheelbarrow  from  a submerged 
lawn  during  the  recent  floods.  The  defence  was  that 
-the  barrow  was  merely  picked  up,  with  other 
flotsam  and  jetsam,  by  the  defendant  and  others,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  lock-keeper,  Simpson,  in 
removing  obstructions  from  the  weir.  An  offer  was 
made  to  restore  the  barrow  on  payment  of  beer- 
money  by  way  of  ransom ; but  the  owner  pre- 
ferred to  take  the  extreme  course  of  giving 
McBride  into  custody.  The  police  immediately  released 
him  on  bail,  and  at  the  hearing  it  was  evident  that 
public  sympathy  was  on  his  side.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  any  felonious  intent,  and  the  case  was  dismissed 
amidst  loud  applause  from  a crowded  court. 

******* 

At  the  same  time  the  Chairman  of  the  Bench,  Gen. 
Sir  Selby  Smythe,  made  a very  sensible  and  weighty 
protest  against  the  so-called  “ custom  of  the  river,” 
under  cover  of  which  a lot  of  people  go  about  at  flood 
time  picking  up  things  which  do  not  belong  to  them  ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  this  prosecution,  although 
it  was  not  sustained,  will  be  some  check  upon  the 
practice  in  future.  Let  us  hope,  however,  that  “the 
flood  of  the  century  ” will  not  return — at  any  rate,  in  our 
time.  Just  one  more  line  to  say  that  now  is  the  time  for 
jack  fishing,  and  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sanbury 
Weir  there  are  plenty  of  good  fish. 

******  * 

To  talk  of  a flower  show  in  what  may  be  called  the 
middle  of  winter  seems  “ but  a babbling.”  Yet  Mr. 
Ritchie  announces  a display  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  for 
next  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  which,  owing 
to  this  wonderfully  'mild  and  damp  weather  we  have 
been  having,  will,  in  some  respects,  surpass  that  held  in 
November  last.  The  Aquarium  management  throws  it 
in  as  an  additional  attraction,  and  charges  but  a shilling 
for  the  chrysanthemums  and  its  own  splendid  enter- 
tainment. 

* * * * * * * 

Mr.  W.  Brougham  (11,  Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow) 
asks  me  to  insert  the  following: — “Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society. — Seasonable  Dinner  to  the  Thames 
River-keepers. — Will  you  kindly  give  me  half-a-crownin 
a postal  order,  not  crossed,  for  the  fund  for  carrying  out 
the  above  ? There  are  now  twenty  river-keepers  attached 
to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  seven  belonging  to  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  who  are  invited  as  the  guests  of  the 
dinner  fund;  and  beiDg  a much  greater  number  than  in 
previous  years,  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a more  general 
response,  and  some  will  kindly  give  an  increased  amount. 
The  river  was  so  well  protected  during  the  late  poach- 
ing season,  that  everything  was  found  perfectly  quiet. 
The  dinner  this  year  will,  by  particular  request,  be  held 
at  the  Castle  Hotel,  close  to  the  Hampton  Court  railway 
station,  and  visitors  admitted  on  payment  of  5s.  each 
for  the  dinner  ticket,  for  which  an  early  application  is 
desirable.  The  travelling  expenses  of  the  men  are  all 
paid  out  of  the  fund,  and  any  surplus  is  given  in  tea  for 
their  wives.  Last  year  the  president  (Mr.  A.  Nuthall, 
J.P.)  gave  tobacco  to  the  guests,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette 
briar  pipes,  which  were  much  appreciated.  An  early 
response  will  oblige.” 

******* 

A gentleman,  who  is  obliged  to  change  his  residence 
for  one  where  a constant  supply  of  water  is  difficult  to 
procure,  would  sell  for  a very  small  sum  a hatchery 
consisting  of  ten  troughs,  and  one  from  which  the  ten 
are  fed,  along  with  taps,  dipping  tubes,  perforated 
shovel,  &c.,  the  whole  mounted  on  a substantial  wood 
frame.  Application  should  be  made  to  “ A.  A.,”  Spring 
Cottage,  Ashbrow,  Huddersfield. 

******* 

The  date  of  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran’s  lecture  before 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  Balloon  Society,  Con- 
duit-street, has  been  definitely  fixed  for  Tuesday  evening, 
Dec.  18.  The  subject  will  be  “ The  Four  Seasons  of 
Angling,”  illustrated  with  one  hundred  choice  views  of 
river  and  lake  scenery  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  The  angling  of  the  year  is  taken  according  to 
the  different  months,  commencing  with  spring  salmon 
and  trout  fishing,  Thames  trout  fishing,  Irish  Mayfly 
fishing,  and  winter  fishing.  A note  should  be  made  of 
the  date  of  this  interesting  event — Dee.  18. 

*****  * * 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  on  Nov.  28  a 
splendid  lGJlb.  pike  was  exhibited ; the  shape  and 
markings  were  perfect.  It  was  taken  from  the  Central 
New  Fishery  at  Lamarsh,  Bures.  I hear  that  several 
capital  takes  have  been  had  at  this  place  lately.  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  the  Lion,  will  pilot  anyone  to  the  fishery, 
and  be  only  too  pleased  to  give  every  information. 
******* 

Mr.  Kendall  Robinson,  of  19  and  20,  Temple- 
chambers,  E.C.,  the  editor  of  the  Book  and  Neivs 
Trade  Gazette,  writes  : “ Dear  Sir, — I would  like  to 

take  this  opportunity  of  directing  your  attention  to  the 
proposals  now  being  made  for  the  establishment  of  a 
benevolent  fund  for  booksellers,  newsagents,  stationers, 
and  fancy  goods  dealers,  and  their  assistants.  As 
reference  to  recent  issues  of  the  Gazette  will  show,  the 
fund  will  work  on  lines  totally  different  from  those  of 
any  other  institution  now  at  work  in  the  special  interest 
of  the  trades  affected.  I should  be  very  pleased  if, 
finding  yourself  sufficiently  interested  in  the  matter, 
you  oare  to  lend  us  your  support  and  sympathy. 
Among  those  from  whom  promises  of  co-operation  and 


subscriptions  have  been  received  are  Lady  Colin  Camp- 
bell, Lord  Mountmorres,  Sir  William  Ingram,  Bart., 
M.P.,  Mr.  T.  H.  Roberts,  Mr.  C.  Arthur  Pearson,  Mr. 

I Alfred  C.  Harmsworth,  Mr.  J.  S.  Wood,  Mr.  George 
Vickers,  Mr.  Langton  Bayly,  Mr.  Frank  M.  Boyd,  Mr. 

C.  Harrison,  Mr.  Arthur  H.  Girdlestone,  Mr.  Phil  May, 
and  Mr.  E.  H.  Godbold.  The  intention  is  to  make  the 
fund  self-supporting ; but  subscriptions  are  needed  for 
the  foundation  fund,  and  are  therefore  solicited.” 

******* 

Five  men  were  summoned  at  the  North  London  Police 
Court  on  Thursday,  Nov.  29  for  fishing  in  the  River  Lea 
during  prohibited  hours.  Fines  from  10s.  to  2s.  Gd., 
together  with  costs  in  each  case,  were  inflicted.  Mr.  C. 

D.  Young,  solicitor,  instructed  by  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion for  the  Lea  Conservancy,  prosecuted. 

******* 

It  is  wonderful,  says  a contemporary,  what  a man 
with  any  taste  for  the  poetical  can  accomplish  out  of 
the  subject  of  a poor,  simple,  slimy,  cold-blooded  fish. 
But  give  fhat  man  a flood  to  work  upon  as  well, 
and  he  will  make  a gallant  struggle  for  a 
statue  in  Trafalgar-square  and  a tomb  in  Poet’s 
Corner.  To  the  following,  which  I do  not  apologise 
for  annexing  bodily  from  last  Wednesday’s  Man  of 
the  World,  I give  an  extended  circulation,  for  the 
benefit  of  reciters  at  smoking  concerts,  penny  readings, 
and  other  assemblies  of  rising  talent,  to  encourage  the 
spread  of  the  simple,  honest,  manly,  beautiful  truth  : 
******* 

“ On  one  occasion,  when  the  flood  lasted  several  days, 
the  salmon  came  up  from  the  sea  in  such  numbers  that 
you  could  see  their  back  fins  sticking  up  like  a row  of 
little  fans  in  the  eddies  and  back  washes  amongst  the 
bushes.  A parish  clerk,  of  a parish  which  shall  be 
nameless,  was  coming  from  church  one  Sunday  morning. 
He  saw  these  fins  in  tempting  display  above  the  muddy 
water.  He  could  not  resist  the  temptation,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  atmosphere  of  the  church  was  still 
thick  upon  him.  He  opened  his  umbrella,  and  used 
it  as  a drag  net,  capturing  a very  pretty  fish.  He  shut 
up  his  “brolly”  and  impounded  the  struggling  and 
astonished  salmon  ; but  fish  are  not  built  that  way.  In 
a couple  of  minutes  Mr.  Salmo  had  wrecked  a couple  of 
ribs  and  made  his  head  appear  through  the  gamp. 
Amongst  the  congregation,  also  going  home,  was  a new 
water  bailiff.  He  interviewed  that  parish  clerk,  and 
took  away  the  fish.  The  magistrate  also  interviewed 
him  and  took  away  several  pounds  of|his  worldly  wealth.” 
******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 

(Secretary  of  the  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs). 

******* 

Mr.  Albert  Coles,  whilst  fishing  in  Weston  Bay, 
near  Weston-super-Mare,  recently  caught  a sturgeon 
weighing  about  4-01b.  It  being  quite  a unique  capture 
n that  locality,  the  fish  was  exhibited  at  Messrs.  Coles 
and  Son’s  shop  in  High-street,  and  afterwards  despatched 
to  the  Queen.  The  acknowledgement  from  Windsor 
Castle  thanking  Messrs.  Coles  for  their  kind  gift,  and 
cheque  for  one  guinea  for  the  fisherman  who  caught 
the  fish,  have  been  framed,  and  are  on  view  at  Messrs. 
Coles’. 

******* 

The  Christmas  Scribner  (now  ready)  is  a sumptuous 
number,  having  a special  cover  in  two  colours  designed 
by  Alfred  Brennan.  The  number  is  opened  with 
three  full-page  pictures,  practically  three  frontispieces 
by  A.  B.  Frost,  Albert  Lynch,  and  Emile  Friant. 
Rudyard  Kipling  contributes  a great  narrative  poem 
entitled  “ Me  Andrews’  Hymn,”  illustrated  by  Howard 
Pyle.  George  Frederick  Watts,  the  eminent  English 
painter,  is  the  Bubject  of  an  article  by  Cosmo  Monk- 
house,  illustrated  by  twenty-one  reproductions  from 
Watts’  paintings  and  drawings — one  of  the  richest 
illustrated  articles  ever  published  in  an  American 
magazine. 

******* 

Speakino  of  perch  fishing,  says  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post,  reminds  me  that  we  learn  many  things  in  our 
youthful  days  that  in  after  years  we  have  to  unlearn. 
We  are  taught  that  the  world  is  round,  and  yet  when  we 
grow  up  and  go  out  into  the  world  we  find  that  it  is  all 
very  flat  indeed.  Similarly,  according  to  Cocker — or 
Colenso — or  both,  one  rod  is  equal  to  one  perch,  which  is 
manifestly  wrong,  for  I have  seen  rods  at  work  on  the 
river  bank — scores  of  ’em — that  were  not  equal  to  a bull- 
head, never  name  a perch,  and  any  angler  of  note  will 
tell  you  the  same  thing.  Tho  perch  ( Perea  fluviatilis) 
derives  its  name  from  tho  Latin  perca,  which  in  turn  is 
derived  from  a Greek  word  that  I prefer  not  to  publish 


because  you  could  not  toll  it  from  a doctor’s  prescrip- 
tion, but  it  means  “dark-coloured,”  and  the  fish  is 
so-called  from  tho  fact  that  its  prevailing  hues 
are  white,  yellow,  green,  and  bright  vermilion.  I 
do  not  quite  understand  this  stylo  of  reasoning  myself, 
but  I suppose  it  is  all  right,  just  as  it  is  quite  correct  to 
call  a local  sharper  a Yorkshire  “ bite  ” because  he  is 
usually  fond  of  a “ sup.”  The  perch  being  first  cousin 
to  the  Pope  ( alias  “Daddy  Ruffe,”  alias  “Tommy 
Ruffe,”  alias  “ Tommy  Parsee  ”)  it  is  quite  natural  that 
he  should  exhibit  a certain  amount  of  catholicity  in  his 
habits,  or  rather  his  habitat.  To  use  a slang  phrase,  he 
is  all  over  the  shop — that  is  within  certain  limits,  in 
England  for  instance.  In  stagnant  meres  he  is  content, 
like  the  celebrated  deacon  who  undertook  the  conversion 
of  Colonel  Quagg,  to  “ take  it  standing,”  yet,  neverthe- 
less, he  will  take  it  running  if  he  happens  to  find  himself 
by  force  of  circumstances  located  in  a river.  Ponds, 
lakes,  rivers,  canals — he  loves  them  all,  and  swims  about 
in  shoals,  as  gregarious  as  black  coats  at  a Church 
Congress  or  bugs  in  a lodging-house. 

******* 

We  are  not  without  perch  in  our  Yorkshire  rivers, 
although  we  are  not  so  celebrated  for  them  as  we 
are  for  other  things  one  might  mention — always,  of 
course,  exceptirg  the  cross-eyed  variety  in  Malham 
Tarn.  However,  it  usually  occurs  that  where  perch 
are  most  numerous  they  are  smallest.  In  Lake 
Windermere  you  can  see  them  from  a boat  in  enormous 
shoals — save  when  you  are  fishing  for  them,  on  which 
occasion  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a single  specimen 
within  half  a mile — but  you  seldom  see  or  catch  a decent- 
sized one.  In  Slapton  Ley,  in  Devonshire,  where,  I 
understand,  they  are  even  more  prolific  than  in  Winder- 
mere,  they  run  smaller  still.  Dear  old  Izaak  has  a 
charming  paragraph  and  a true  in  his  quaint  style  on  one 
of  the  chief  characteristics  of  Perca  fluviatilis.  “ But  bite 
the  pearch  will,  and  that  very  boldly,”  says  he,  and  as 
one  has  wittily  observed,  if  there  be  twenty  or  forty  in  a 
hole,  they  may  be  at  one  standing  all  eatched  one  after 
another,  they  being,  as  he  says,  like  the  wicked  of  the 
world,  not  afraid  though  their  fellows  and  companions 
perish  in  their  sight.”  The  voracity  of  the  perch  is  as 
great  as  the  veracity  of  perch-fishers.  They  will  swallow 
almost  anything — the  perch,  I mean — although  if  they 
have  a “ particular  wanity  ” it  is  minnows  or  loach.  A 
nice  toothsome  worm  seldom  comes  amiss  if  they  are  in 
the  humour  to  dine,  and  when  in  shallow  water  they  will 
occasionally  rise  well  to  a grand  fly.  At  this  time  of  the 
year  river  perch  will  be  found  in  deep  water,  and  opera- 
tions are  likeliest  to  be  crowned  with  success  when  con- 
ducted in  holes  under  overhanging  banks,  corners  in 
weir  pools,  and  in  eddies  when  there  is  a bold  water  just 
clearing  after  a fresh.  It  is  a mistake  to  suppose  that 
the  scientific  name  of  the  perch  caught  in  the  Lincoln- 
shire drains  is  Gutter  perca. 

******* 

A second  edition  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon’s  “ Sporting 
Facts  and  Fancies  ” has  just  been  issued.  Next  to  the 
Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (which  will 
contain  some  excellent  articles  and  some  first-rate 
illustrations,  and  which  will  be  ready  on  Dec.  22),  I 
most  unhesitatingly  recommend  this  latest  effort  of  one 
of  the  most  versatile  writers  on  angling  topics  of  the 
present  day.  The  Fishing  Gazette,  in  reviewing  the 
first  edition,  said  : “ The  work  is  deitly  done  . . . . 

written  in  a manner  that  bespeaks  intelligence — literary 
as  well  as  sporting  ....  deserves  high  commendation 
and  public  favour.” 

******* 

Mr.  B.  Abrahams  is  down  for  the  chair,  on  Dec.  11, 
at  a complimentary  smoking  concert  to  be  held  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  Lisson-street,  Edgware-rnad  (Host 
A.  G.  Reade),  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  T.  Collins,  of  the 
Marylebone  Angling  Society,  who  has  met  with  some 
severe  reverse.  Another  angler,  Mr.  W.  Norman,  a 
member  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  has 
met  with  misfortune,  and  a oonoert  for  his  benefit  will 
be  given  on  Dec.  4 at  the  Alma  Music  Hall,  Alma-street, 
New  North-road. 

******* 

Baked  pike,  if  properly  prepared,  is  not  a dish  to  be 
despised.  Mr.  Matthews,  of  the  Ship  Hotel,  Great 
Marlow,  said  he  would  wire  the  state  of  the  water  and 
prospects  of  fishing  to  anyone  requiring  the  information. 
On  Monday  tho  water  was  in  good  condition  for  “ jack- 
ing,” and  two  5-pounders,  in  the  very  pink  of  condition, 
found  their  way  into  my  larder.  One  of  them  was 
thoroughly  cleaned,  dried,  floured,  salted,  and  “hung” 
for  the  night.  The  next  day,  stuffed  with  veal  stuffing, 
baked  and  basted,  it  made  me  long  to  pay  an  early  visit 
to  “ The  Ship.” 

******* 

In  an  interesting  article  on  “ Curiosities  of  Fishing,” 

I glean  the  following  from  the  Evening  Standard  : “ The 
Kamschatkhans  never  feed  their  sledge-dogs,  as  even 
the  Esquimaux  are  forced  to  do.  They  simply  turn 
loose  the  beasts,  which  gallop  to  the  nearest  water  and 
catch  a salmon.  But  that  is  not  the  only  kind  of  fish 
which  may  be  taken  so  easily  in  those  parts.  There  is 
the  species  called  ohleken  in  Columbia,  across  the 
straits — a small  creature,  so  fat  that  it  is  lighted  and 
used  as  a candle.  To  secure  these  the  native  employs  a 
rake  with  a long  handle  and  a curved  head— wooden  of 
course.  The  teeth,  an  inch  and  a half  long,  are  frag- 
ments of  bone.  This  instrument  ho  draws  across  the 
water  towards  him  sharply,  and  in  half  an  hour  fills  his 
canoe. 

******* 

“ The  Indians  round  Sault  Ste  Marie,  in  Canada,  have 
a pleasing  and  profitable  sport.  In  tho  rapids  there  the 
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stream  spins  along  at  twolvo  knots  tho  iiour,  but  so 
narrow  is  it  that  only  one  oanoo  oan  deioond  ut  a time. 
'J  bo  craft  arc  liaulod  up  to  tho  top  by  ropes  and  hold  by 
tho  same  moans,  ono  behind  unothor.  Tho  foremost 
fisherman  grasps  a scoop  not,  with  a hundlo  15ft.  long, 
gives  tho  word,  and  is  let  go.  Ho  shoots  down  tho 
rapid  liko  a Hush.  There  is  timo  for  ono  haul  only 
boforo  ho  gots  boyond  tho  region  whore  tho  dolicious 
whito  fish  lio  ; then  ho  is  swept  down  and  tho  next  takos 
his  place.  But  tho  single  haul  suflioos  to  commonly 
provido  him  with  fish  for  a wook,  and  oven  some  for 
market. 

«**###* 

“The  Khamsobatkhan  or  tho  Chinook  has  an  easy 
timo  while  salmon  lasts,  ladling  out  fish  with  his  hands 
or  with  a rake.  But  how  doos  ho  manago  in  the  long 
winter  which  fills  more  than  half  tho  year!'  Apparently 
tho  shivoring  eavage  is  reduced  to  fishing  through  a 
hole  in  tho  ice,  by  line  or  net.  But  tho  Ostiaks  of 
Siberia  have  a more  ingenious  praotioe.  Sturgeon 
abound  in  their  waters,  and  will  take  a bait  readily 
enough  at  mid-wintor  if  they  can  only  bo  persuaded  or 
forced  to  seo  it.  But  they  become  half  torpid,  lying 
huddled  togothor  in  clusters  at  the  bottom.  When 
roused  they  always  swim  up  stream.  Accordingly,  says 
Do  Windt,  the  Ostiak  cuts  a hole  in  the  ice  above  some 
spot  which  is  frequented  by  tho  sturgeon,  and  sets  his 
bait.  Then  he  cuts  another  hole  below,  makes  a number 
of  clay  balls  red-hot,  and  drops  them  through. 

####*** 

“ The  balls  are  cold  enough  before  they  reach  the  stur- 
geon, but  the  hissing  and  commotion  of  the  water  alarm 
them.  They  get  under  weigh  slowly,  move  up  stream, 
and  find  the  bait.  This  invariable  practice  of  swimming 
upwards  reminds  us  of  a superstitious  custom  on  the 
Indus.  Just  south  of  Bukkur,  where  for  generations 
unnumbered,  until  the  bridge  was  opened  the  other  day, 
people  used  to  cross  the  river,  there  is  an  island,  Saal 
Bela,  and  on  this  island  is  buried  the  holiest  of  Scindhi 
saints.  Every  dweller  on  the  Indus  believes  that  the 
fish  of  the  lower  waters  never  pass  his  tomb,  because 
they  would  have  to  show  it  their  tails — on  act  of 
irreverence  which  they  would  never  commit.  Those 
borne  up  stream  would  sail  past,  but  they  could  not 
think  of  returning.” 

****##« 

The  pretty  village  of  Llanymynech — so  well  known  to 
our  Lancashire  readers  as  a favourite  angling  resort— is 
situate  on  the  borders  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomery- 
shire ; the  houses  in  the  principal  street  being  built  on 
Offa’s  Dyke,  the  old  boundary  between  England  and 
Wales.  It  is  said  to  have  been  the  site  of  a monastery, 
and  the  burial  place  of  the  monks  is  still  pointed  out  in 
the  churchyard.  The  River  Yyrnwy  flows  through  it, 
and  the  Severn,  Tanat,  Cain,  and  other  noted  fishing 
streams  are  within  easy  reach.  Some  time  ago  one  of 
the  natives  was  challenged  to  compose  some  lines  in 
praise  of  the  place,  and  to  introduce  its  name  into  each 
verse.  The  following  extract  from  the  piece  will  enable 
our  readers  to  perceive  how  the  difficulty  was  sur- 
mounted : — 

******* 

“ Llanymynech  1 The  loveliest  spot  upon  earth, 

The  home  of  my  fathers,  the  place  of  my  birth  ; 

What  sweet  recollections  round  thee  are  entwined 
Of  the  morning  of  life,  those  most  dear  to  my  mind. 
Llanymynech  ! How  calm  thy  surroundings  appear, 
Compared  with  great  cities  how  tranquil  ’tis  here  ; 
Where  Nature  is  seen  in  her  grandeur  sublime. 

Whilst  there  human  life  seems  a race  against  time. 
Llanymynech  ! Thy  churchyard  holds  some  I loved  best, 
Many  friends  of  my  youth  are  there  lying  at  rest 
With  monks  who  departed  in  ages  long  past, 

Where  they  rest  from  their  labours  may  I sleep  at  last.” 
****### 

Last  Swim  Down. 

On  Monday — Dr.  Patterson  will  read  a paper  before  the 
Piscatorial  Society  (Holborn  Restaurant),  entitled 
“ Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and  Trout — What  are  they  ?” 
Mr.  Willis  Bund  will  occupy  the  chair.  Commence 
at  8.30  prompt.  This  year’s  specimen  fish  will  be 
on  view. 

A special  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  will  be  held  to  discuss 
important  business. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  will  take  place  at  the  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden. 

The  Bostonians  will  have  a visit,  a concert,  an 
entertainment  by  those  clever  artists  Messrs.  Taylor 
and  Ward,  and  a collection  for  the  A.B.S. 

The  “draw”  for  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Watling,  sen.,  will  take  place  at  the  Lincoln. 

On  Tuesday. — Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  read  a paper 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  tho  Eagle  Angling 
Society  entitled  “ Rambles  Among  Fish-full  Streams 
and  Among  Pike  Pools.”  Mr.  E.  B.  Ridgway  will 
occupy  the  chair. 

On  Wednesday.— Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (“Old  Izaak”)  will 
read  a paper  before  tho  members  and  friends  of  tho 
Epsom  Angling  Society,  entitled  “ Fish  Life  ; Past, 
Present,  and  Future.” 

A grand  smoking  concert  will  be  given  by  tho 
Enterprise  Rovers,  High-road,  South  Tottenham,  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  An  “ array  ” of  talent 
is  promised.  Dragnet. 


•Reports  from  Clubs 


We  bey  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning’.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report”  outside  envelope. 

NOTICE. 

SECRETARIES  OF  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Fishing’  Gazette  are  reminded  that  wo  shall  bo 
pleased  to  send  them  a nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Reading  Case  for  same,  gratis,  on  receipt  of  a card 
addressed  to  the  “ Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  Dec.  3,  at  8.30.  I also  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  JH0  from  the 
General  Preservation  and  Re-Stocking  Fund  for  the 
River  Lea. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1,  Eastern  District). 
— Tho  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell-street, 
Oxford-street,  Stepney,  on  Tuesday  next,  Dec.  4,  when 
we  shall  be  pleased  to  meet  brother  anglers  and  friends, 
the  more  the  merrier. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  return  visit  paid  to  the  Convi- 
vial Angling  Society  on  Nov.  28  was  not  a big  success, 
as  only  twelve  clubs  were  represented.  The  next  visit 
will  take  place  at  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.  S.  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  11. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Western 
District). — I wish  to  remind  anglers  generally  that  the 
return  visit  to  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  Dec.  3.  The  roll  will  be  called  at 
10.45.  As  there  will  be  a good  entertainment  provided, 

I hope  all  anglers  will  try  and  give  them  a visit. — J. 
Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
,£1  Is.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Allason  United 
Brothers’  Angling  Society. — R.  Ghurney. 

Addison  Fiscatorials,  Norland  Arms,  Addison- 
road,  N — Those  of  our  members  who  have  been  out  have 
met  with  very  little  sport  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
water.  We  fish  our  Christmas  competition  for  five  prizes 
at  Teddington  on  Dec.  9 (roving)  from  the  Weir  to 
Kingston  Railway  Bridge  ; all  to  go  by  first  train. 
Hon.  members  are  allowed  to  take  part  in  this  outing. 
Those  who  are  unable  to  fish  on  Dec.  9 can  choose  a 
day  in  the  following  week  by  giving  notice  to  the  secre- 
tary. We  have  revised  our  rules,  and  are  now  on  a good 
firm  basis,  and  have  room  for  a few  good  working 
members.  I hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  to  make  final  arrangements  for  our  outing.— H. 
Graves. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. — 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Nov.  28  three  more 
prizes  were  added  to  our  Christmas  outing  by  Messrs. 
R.  F.  Hines,  G.  Palmer,  jun.,  and  Oridge,  making  eight 
prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  2.  Same  conditions 
as  last  week’s.  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  members. 
R.  Challen  weighed-in  roach  on  Nov.  25. — B.  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C. — On  Nov.  25  we 
had  a splendid  show  of  roach  by  Mr.  Harding,  several 
over  ljlb.  Mr.  Haynes  also  weighed  some  nice  roach. 
Our  Christmas  outing  takes  place  at  Ware  on  Dec.  2 ; 
train  from  Liverpool-street  at  eight  o’clock.  Good 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  ; plenty  of  business. 
I hope  members  will  show  up  in  good  numbers  on  Dec.  2. 
— F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  — - Our  match,  at 
Egham,  will  take  place  on  Dec.  2,  from  Bell  Weir  to  Old 
Windsor  Lock  ; towpath  only  ; jack  barred  ; all  to  start 
first  train  on  the  morning  from  Clapham  Junction.  I 
should  like  to  see  all  members  present  on  Wednesday 
next  to  arrange  our  Christmas  prize  outing. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun 
Tavern,  Great  Sutton- street,  Goswell-road. — On  Nov.  25 
the  following  gentlemen  had  fish : Messrs.  Merry, 
roach ; Conybeare,  roach  ; and  James,  roach.  I wish  to 
remind  absent  members  that  there  are  a number  of 
Christmas  prizes  to  be  fished  for  yet.  I should  like  to 
see  a good  muster  next  meeting  night,  to  decide  place 
for  next  outing.  The  next  outing  of  the  club  will 
take  place  on  Dec.  9,  for  a good  series  of  prizes. — 
G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — I beg  to  thank  those  anglers  and 
friends  who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  the 
occasion  of  our  concert  and  presentation  on  Nov.  21.  A 
handsome  pike  weighing  nearly  161b.,  taken  from  tho 
Central  Fishery  at  Bures,  was  exhibited  at  the  club. 
Our  Christmas  prize  list  is  now  open  to  all  anglers  and 
visitors,  and  already  a good  number  of  prizes  have  been 
promised.  During  the  absence  of  our  secretary  on 
business,  please  address  all  communications  to— F.  W. 
Martin. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Our  next  monthly 


outing  for  prizes  will  take  place  on  Dec.  9,  from 
Kingston  Bridge  to  Teddington  Lock.  All  to  start  by 
9 o’clock  train  from  Waterloo.  On  Dec.  10  wo  fish  at 
Datchet  for  our  Christmas  prizes.  Any  members 
wishing  to  join  in  the  outing  please  send  in  their  names 
at  once.  All  members  not  having  won  a prize  during 
the  season  will  be  only  eligible  to  fish  for  Mr.  E. 
Martin’s  prize  a large  turkey.  I am  pleased  to  state 
tho  members  have  subscribed  £1  3s.  towards  the  Thames 
Preservation  Fund,  which  will  be  handed  over  to  the 
secretary  on  Monday  next. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Only  two  members  weighed- 
in  on  Nov.  25— Messrs.  H.  Patman  and  J.  Warman, 
some  capital  roach,  total  gross  weight,  251b.  The 
competition  for  tho  November  prizes  not  taken  at 
Reading  on  Nov.  18  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2.  Mem- 
bers to  be  allowed  to  fish  anywhere  in  the  Thames  and 
back  waters  between  London  Bridge  and  Cucklade,  and 
leave  London  on  Saturday. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark. — We  fished  for  Nov.  prizes  atPulboro’on 
Nov.  25,  but  returned  with  a blank,  other  members 
making  up  for  our  failure.  Mr.  J Farmer  a nice  lot  of 
dace,  roach,  and  perch,  also  Mr.  Foster,  roach  and  dace ; 
Mr.  Marrigold,  jack.  Will  members  turn  up  next 
Wednesday  in  force,  as  there  is  a new  rule  to  be  brought 
forward  for  consideration.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to 
swell  our  Christmas  prizes,  which  we  fish  for  at  Staines 
on  Dec.  16,  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  them. — Wheel- 
house. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales- road,  Kentish  Town-road,  N.W. 
— Our  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday  next, 
Dec.  3,  when  we  hope  to  see  many  angling  friends. 
During  the  evening  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Ward  have 
kindly  offered  to  give  several  views  with  the  lantern  on 
“ Fish  Scales,”  and  other  views  relative  to  angling.  To 
those  have  not  seen  these  views  it  will  be  very 
interesting  as  well  as  instructive,  and  we  hope  to  have 
a good  meeting  to  encourage  these  good  workers  in  their 
efforts  to  make  this  visit  a success.  The  show  will 
start  at  8.30.  Since  last  report  Messrs.  Jennings, 
Hoare,  and  Bush  have  had  good  shows  of  roach. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society. — Members  will  please 
note  that  the  competition  at  Shiplake  will  take  place  on 
Dee.  2,  two  rods  ; all  fish  to  weigh.  The  train  leaves 
Paddington  at  9a.m.  On  Nov.  26  Mr.  Gear  got  amongst 
the  jack — 301b.;  heaviest  fish,  121b.— H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  mem- 
bers have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  B.  Bissell,  roach  and 
perch  ; J.  Watkins,  roach  ; C.  Parmenter,  bream  And 
roach ; and  A.  Thompson,  bream  and  roach. — J. 
Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange, 
Hartland-road,  N.W.  — Only  three  of  our  members 
weighed-in  on  Nov.  25 — -Messrs.  Marshall,  roach; 
Roberts,  roach  ; and  Fitter,  roach.  Other  members  had 
fish,  but  failed  to  weigh-in.  Members  are  informed 
that  our  outing  for  Dec.  2 will  be  to  Staines  in  place  of 
Bourne  h nd.  Towpath  only  ; club  rules ; no  live  bait 
to  be  used. — E.  T.  White. 

Central  Association. — The  next  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane, 
Covent-garden,  on  Monday,  3rd  inst.,  at  9 p.m.  sharp. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  241  and 
243,  Goswell-road,  E.C. — Our  members  were  out  on  Nov. 
25  last  in  a roving  competition,  the  result  being  that 
Mr.  Crettenden  took  the  first  prize  with  lib.  4Joz.  roach 
and  lib.  5oz.  dace.  The  second  prize  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Ivory  with  lib.  14oz.  roach.  The  third  prize  by  Mr. 
Kelly,  with  lib.  dace,  including  one  scaling  9joz. — 
J.  C. 

City  of  London  & Rising  Sun  Angling  Society 

Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-st.,  Thames-st. — On  the  25th 
ult.  Mr.  Garbrecht  weighed-in  a jack  of  61b.  15oz.  Our 
visit  on  the  Central  list  took  place  on  Nov.  26,  Mr. 
Clark  in  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Burwash  vice-chair,  Mr.  A. 
Burwash  pianist.  Harmony  ran  supreme  throughout 
the  evening.  The  following  nineteen  societies  were 
well  represented  : Alma,  Amicable,  Waltonians,  Anchor 
and  Hope,  Anglers’  Pride,  Camden,  Convivial,  Crown 
and  Buckland,  Funny  Folks,  Great  Northern,  Inde- 
pendent, Islington,  Lincoln,  North  London,  Royal 
George,  Silver  Trout,  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun, 
Penge,  Globe,  St.  George’s. — J.  E.  C. 

Clapliam  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — The 
members  of  this  society  fished  on  Nov.  25  at  Hampton 
for  a series  of  prizes,  but  only  the  following  were 
successful:  Messrs.  A Painter,  1st;  H« Moore,  2nd;  T 
Fringbam,  3rd.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  competed 
for  on  Dec.  1.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— The 
next  visit  on  the  above  will  bo  to  Islington  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Myddelton  Arms,  Canon- 
bury-road,  Islington,  on  Monday,  Dec.  3.  They  are  good 
visitors,  and  deserve  a bumper. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  Monday  evening  last 
we  held  a grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  tho  A.  B.  S., 
when  wo  wore  assisted  by  the  following  gentlomon  : 
Messrs.  Edwards,  Webber,  Lloyd,  Wilson,  Brittain, 
C.  Davis,  Thorling,  Coopor,  Briggs,  and  Herbert  Camp- 
bell. We  had  a very  pleasant  ovoning.  Tho  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  box  was  passed  round,  with  tho  result  that 
11s.  was  collootod. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobdon  Club,  Ivensal- 
road. — On  Nov.  25,  Messrs.  E.  Baxtor  woighod-in 
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71b.  8oz.  of  roach,  and  J.  Hicks  21b.  7oz.  of  roach.  Our 
fourth  private  prize  match  takes  place  at  Henley  on 
Deo.  2,  same  conditions  as  last  matoh,  no  one  allowed 
to  go  on  marsh  lock  bridge.  Will  those  members  that 
took  tickets  for  our  annual  concert  please  return  those 
unsold,  so  that  the  balance-sheet  may  be  made  out  as 
early  as  possible  ? — T.  Twtman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  Nov.  25,  several  of  the 
members  were  out,  but  owing  to  the  N.E.  wind,  only 
Messrs.  W.  Marshall  and  W Musgrave  weighed-in  fish. 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  wins  Mr.  Musgrave’s  prize,  10s.  ; and 
Mr.  W.  Musgrave  wins  Mr.  Parish’s  prize,  10s.  On 
Dec.  2,  the  members  fish  for  Mr.  Couch’s  prize,  10s.  6d., 
our  worthy  host  hoping  to  see  a good  muster  of  members 
out.  On  (Wednesday  last  Mr.  C.  Hamp  was  elected  a 
member. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 

• — We  continued  our  competition  at  Roydon  on  the  Stort 
on  Nov.  25,  the  second  prize  being  taken  with  perch  and 
roach  (21b.  2oz.)  by  our  chairman,  H.  Lewis,  who  is 
having  one  roach  preserved  for  the  club  room ; the  third 
prize  being  taken  with  perch  (ljlb.)  by  myself.  I hope 
all  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  fix  a place 
to  fish  our  Christmas  prizes  off. — F.  Ross. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms.  31,  Clerkenwell-green. — Our 
half  yearly  supper  took  place  on  Nov.  28,  and  a very 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  C.  Fennell  occupied 
the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  G.  Norris.  The  following  con- 
tributed some  good  harmony : Messrs.  Fennell,  Glover, 
Norris,  Franklin,  A.  Burwash,  A.  Fickling,  C.  Jackson, 
A.  Pratt,  W,  Burwash,  E.  Fickling,  C.  Burwash,  J. 
Pratt,  and  Sherwood.  The  toasts,  the  Crown  and 
Buckland,  host  and  visitors,  were  heartily  drank  and 
responded.  A committee  meeting  will  be  held  next 
Tuesday  for  important  business,  when  I hope  all  will  be 
present.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 Eastern  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  11. — W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Nov.  25  several  members  com- 
peted in  the  Forty  Guinea  water  for  the  Christmas 
prizes  left  over  from  the  18th.  Result:  Mr.  Baldwin, 
first;  Malby,  second  ; E Lloyd,  third.  The  remaining 
eight  prizes  will  he  competed  for  on  Dec.  2,  same  water 
and  same  conditions.  Messrs.  Mansfield,  Poore,  Slade, 
and  Legge  had  a fine  show  of  jack,  roach,  dace,  and 
perch.  Members  please  note  that  the  half-yearly  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18. — - 
S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints-road,  Westbourne-park. — Our  Christmas  out- 
ing takes  place  on  Dec.  16  (roving).  All  members  start 
by  first  train  on  the  morning  ; two  rods  allowed  ; no  live 
bait  to  be  taken  ; jack  not  to  count  in  the  match.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend  Wednesday  next 
(quarterly  night). — W.  Jenkins. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington  Hotel, 
Epsom. — Mr.  Duncan  weighed-in  41b.  of  roach  from 
Kingston  ; water  good  colour.  On  Wednesday  evening 
next  (Dec.  5)  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  read  a paper  before 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  above  society,  entitled 
“ Fish  Life  ; Past,  Present,  and  Future.”  A cordial 
welcome  is  extended  to  visitors. — J.  Jeffery. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest-gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest-gate. — On  Nov.  25  Mr.  W.  J. 
Talbot  weighed-in  roach.  Members  are  reminded  that 
Dec.  9 is  the  date  fixed  for  the  Christmas  prize  outing. 
We  were  presented  with  a series  of  three  original  water- 
colour sketches,  a satire  on  the  dearth  of  sport  this 
season,  by  Mr.  Barling  Wills  and  Mr.  M.  E.  Stanhope, 
to  whom  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  for  their 
generous  gift. — Scribe. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Although  several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  Nov.  25,  I have  to  report  the  first  blank  of  the 
season,  their  takes  being  so  small  they  were  not  worth 
weighing-in.  Monday  next  being  quarterly  night  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend  and  clear  the  books. 
The  draw  for  C.  Ellis’  benefit  will  take  place  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  the  5th  inst. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — On  Nov.  25  we  had  some  good  shows 
of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  from  Messrs.  Fowler 
(121b.  8Joz.),  Bailey  (81b.  14jOz.),  Chapman  (51b.  7oz.)  ; 
Glaishey,  Hall,  and  Verity  also  had  good  shows. 
Tuesday  next  will  be  audit  night,  last  Tuesday’s 
meeting  was  adjourned  till  Dec.  4 to  allow  members 
who  were  absent  to  participate  in  the  final  arrange- 
ments for  the  December  9 outing. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.-— Mr.  C.  E.  James 
brought  in  231b.  of  jack  ; Mr.  D.  Flint  also  had  jack  ; 
Mr.  Maybury,  roach  and  dace.  The  members  will  fish 
for  prizes  on  Dec.  2 (first  prize,  £2  2s. ; there  will  be 
eight  prizes)  at  St.  Margaret’s,  all  start  by  the  9.8  train. 
The  management  will  meet  on  Thursday,  Dec.  6,  at  8.30. 
R.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — The  members  have 
been  having  good  sport  lately.  The  following  reports  of 
takes  were  made  at  the  meeting  last  Tuesday  : Mr. 
L.  B.  Wrightson  and  friend,  nine  pike,  among  them  one 
of  91b.  Mr.  T.  P.  Hayward,  several  codling  at  Deal,  one 
of  61b.  ; also  a pike  at  Breydon,  4|lb. ; and  Mr.  Zerfass 
with  him,  a pike  of  51b.  and  another  of  41b.  Mr. 
Marshall,  on  the  Stour,  a number  of  roach,  the  largest 
lib.  5oz.  Mr.  Parker,  at  Deal,  thirty  fish,  the  largest  a 
cod  of  111b. ; and  Mr.  Dyer  with  him,  twenty-one  fish, 
largest  121b.  Their  boatman  took  a conger  5ft.  long, 
Weighing  201b.,  which  had  been  previously  hooked  and 
broke  away  from  Mr.  Parker.  Mr.  Vail,  on  Tuesday 


(20th),  431b.  of  cod,  codling,  whiting,  &o  ; on  Wednes- 
day, 371b.,  and  on  Thursday,  571b.,  among  them  cod 
1 1 Jib. , 91b.,  and  7Jlb.  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn  and  friend,  at 
Brighton,  ljcwt.  of  fish,  the  largest  being  a cod  of  221b. 
Mr.  Evans  with  a friend,  nine  pike,  the  largest  5Jlb. 
Mr.  Conellan,  at  Bures,  some  roach.  Mr.  Parker  pre- 
sented the  society  with  a book,  “ Hints  and  Wrinkles  on 
Sea  Fishing,”  for  which  a vote  of  thanks  was  given  him. 
On  Tuesday,  Dec.  11,  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  the  secretary,  will 
read  a paper  on  “ Fly-fishing  for  Trout,”  when  anglers 
are  invited. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 

Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Nov.  25  Mr. 
Leigh  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  jack.  On  Nov.  29  a 
few  members  tried  their  luck,  Mr.  Shorts  and  Wooard 
had  two  very  handsome  jack  ; Mr.  T.  Collier,  of  the 
Eagle,  also  showed  three  handsome  jack.  It  has  been 
decided  to  have  an  outing,  date  to  be  decided  on  Thurs- 
day, Dec.  6,  when  members  who  wish  to  take  part  in  the 
same  must  make  themselves  eligible. — M. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Sir  John  Cass, 
Victoria  Park-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — Secretaries  of 
other  clubs  will  kindly  take  notice  that  the  Have- 
lock Angling  Society  (from  this  date)  has  removed  to 
the  above  address,  where  all  communications,  &c.,  are  in 
future  to  be  addressed.  Our  members  please  notice 
that  the  weighing-in  on  Dec.  2 will  be  at  the  new 
house,  and  also  our  usual  meeting  next  Tuesday  night. — 
W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — Our  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes,  at  Witham  Blue  Millstream,  was  a 
great  success,  twelve  prizes  being  taken  out  of  fourteen, 
as  follows  : Messrs  W.  Ford,  1 ; Levoir,  2 ; Jeffries,  3 ; 
Russell,  4;  A.  Fish,  5;  English,  6;  Ragshaw,  sen.,  7; 
Fleydell,  8;  Jones,  9;  Ragshaw,  jun.,  10;  Ryder.  11, 
and  Wells,  12.  I have  been  asked  to  put  in  the  Gazette, 
by  the  Witham  Angling  Society,  that  the  Blue  Mill- 
stream  is  rented  by  them,  both  sides  of  the  stream; 
their  charge  is  6d.  per  day  each  rod.  Our  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.  took  place  on  Nov.  26, 
and  was  a great  success.  Mr.  Brink  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
Wells,  vice.  • There  was  plenty  of  good  talent,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  remaining  prizes 
are  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2,  at  Burnt  Mill.  Start 
fishing  on  arrival  of  first  train  ; to  fish  the  Stort  only. 
I wish  to  announce  that  a sealskin  tobacco  pouch  was 
found  at  the  clubhouse  on  Monday  evening.  The  owner 
may  have  it  on  application  to — C.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 

I,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — A few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Nov.  25,  when  two  more  Christmas  prizes 
were  won  by  Messrs.  J.  Rowe  and  S.  Orrow.  Mr.  F. 
Newton  weighed-in  201b.  roach  and  a few  dace.  The 
remaining  Christmas  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec  2, 
from  Rye  House  to  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — At  our  match  at  Kingston  on 
the  25th  ult.  all  the  prizes  were  won  : Mr.  Ceely,  first ; 
Mr.  Willsher,  second  ; Mr.  Leach,  third ; Mr.  J.  H. 
Herbert,  fourth;  Mr.  Burwash,  fifth  ; Mr.  J.  Herbert, 
sen.,  sixth.  Messrs.  Croker,  Gay,  and  Holder  also  had 
fish.  The  half-yearly  supper  is  postponed  till  later  in 
next  month,  as  the  members  have  not  all  settled  up  yet. 
The  return  visit  on  the  C.W.V.L.  is  on  Monday  next. 
Secretaries  not  receiving  notice,  kindly  accept  this.— 

J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
will  compete  for  five  special  prizes  on  Dec.  9 at  Ship- 
lake ; also  for  three  ditto  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  12,  at 
Great  Marlow.  Two  special  prizes  were  fished  for  on 
Wednesday,  the  28th  ult.,  only  one  member  succeeded 
in  taking  a prize,  Mr.  G.  Munn  being  the  winner.  Mr. 
T.  W.  Garrard  weighed-in  roach  on  the  25th  ult. 
Messrs.  T.  Harrison  and  W.  Burridge  had  seven  very 
handsome  jack  on  Wednesday  last.  There  is  some 
interesting  business  to  bo  placed  before  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  so  all  members  who  can  possibly 
attend  will  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — On  Nov.  25  Mr.  Warner  had  some  niee 
chub  from  the  Thames,  best  fish  21b.  ; Mr.  H.  Wright, 
roach;  and  Mr.  Ouree,  dace.  We  have  arranged  a 
match  at  Taplow  on  Dec.  9.  Will  members  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  mike  final  arrangements  for  same.— 
A.  Ide. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn.  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Notwithstanding  the  floods,  Messrs. 
Orsman  and  Hunt  had  a capital  day’s  pike  fishing  on 
the  21st  ult.,  heaviest  fish  51b.  Our  next  match  takes 
place  on  Dec.  2 at  Wraysbury  ; train  leaves  Waterloo 
at  8.20  ; return  from  Wraysbury  at  5.10. — W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
— Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  on  the  25th  ult.,  had  a nice  show  of 
perch,  and  a chub  lib.  8oz.,  and  was  unfortunate  enough 
to  lose  another,  which  he  estimates  went  about  41b.  ; Mr. 
C.  J.  Carter,  dace,  from  Twickenham  ; others  were  out, 
but  returned  with  empty  bags.  I hope  to  see  all  the 
prizes  taken  on  Dec.  2. — S.  Burton. 

Larkhall  Angling  Society,  Larkhall  Hotel, 
Clapham. — Several  of  our  members  who  have  been 
chafing  under  their  enforced  idleness  owing  to  the  recent 
floods,  ventured  to  try  their  luck  on  Nov.  28  with  very 
satisfactory  results,  as  we  had  a splendid  show  of  roach 
on  our  trays  (close  upon  501b.),  of  which  total  our 
esteemed  president,  Mr.  J.  English,  accounted  for  161b. 
(largest  fish  17oz.),  Mr  Ansell  being  well  up  with  121b. 
Our  standard  for  roach  is  8in.,  an  inch  above  Thames 
measurement. — F.  Croutel. 


Lincoln  Angling  Society.  — On  Nov.  25  a few 
members  were  out,  but  none  were  successful,  this  being 
the  first  blank  of  the  season.  On  Dec.  2 we  fish  at 
Windsor  for  five  prizes  ; all  to  start  by  9 o’clock  train 
from  Paddington  on  the  morning.  On  Monday  the  draw 
will  take  place  for  the  prizes  for  Mr.  Watling’s  benefit, 
after  which  the  rest  of  the  evening  will  be  spent  in  har- 
mony. Shall  be  glad  to  see  any  anglers  that  can  make 
it  convenient  to  attend. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— The  weather  in 
this  neighbourhood  has  been  more  favourable  lately, 
but  it  has  been  very  cold,  and  I can  hear  of  no  one  being 
out  except  it  be  in  some  Cheshire  water,  and  the  3port 
there  has  been  up  to  nothing.  The  recent  flux  of  water 
should  make  the  fishing  both  for  gravling  and  coarse 
fish  very  much  better  when  it  runs  off,  but  at  present 
all  the  streams  are  much  too  heavy.  I regret  to  say 
that  in  consequence  of  adverse  circumstances  it  is  likely 
that  at  the  end  of  this  year  I shall  have  to  sever  my 
connection  with  the  above  association.  I have  been 
about  fourteen  years  the  secretary,  and  have  during  the 
whole  of  these  years  done  my  best  to  raise  the  society 
to  a premier  position  and  to  promote  the  cause  of 
angling  in  every  way  my  limited  means  would  permit. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  I have  succeeded  or  not, 
but  I unfortunately,  like  many  others,  have  both  open 
and  secret  enemies. — R Woolfall. 

Liverpool  Bast  End  Angling  Association. — 
At  the  meeting  on  Monday,  Nov.  26,  there  was  a good 
attendance  of  members,  when  the  rontine  of  business 
was  gone  through  in  the  usual  manner.  Mr.  Milton 
took  a splendid  carp  of  9jlb.  from  private  waters  the 
other  day.  The  party  of  members  that  journeyed  to 
Chester  on  Nov.  25  met  with  poor  sport.  Members 
kindly  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  next. — James 
Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — On  Saturday  last  several  members  visited 
St.  Margaret’s  without  success.  On  Nov.  25  Mr.  J.  B. 
Logan  weighed-in  three  pike  taken  at  Slough,  aggregate 
weight  91b.  9oz.,  largest  41b.  4oz  At  the  monthly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  have  a club 
outing  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Saturday,  Dec.  15,  place 
to  be  fixed  hereafter.  A special  resolution  was  also 
passed  in  regard  to  competitions  for  prizes  in  the 
coming  year.  As  the  date  of  our  ordinary  meeting  in 
December  falls  on  Christmas  Day,  it  has  been  postponed 
till  ithe  following  Tuesday  (New  Year’s  Day),  when  it 
is  hoped  to  have  a punch-bowl  concert  afterwards. 
After  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  morning  la«t  a concert 
was  held  in  aid  of  the  Caxton  Convalescent  Home  Fund. 
A crowded  room  and  a good  plate  were  the  result.  I 
have  had  the  satisfaction  of  handing  over  to  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  fund,  after  expenses,  £2  2).  A host 
of  talent  rendered  good  service  special  features  being 
songs  by  Messrs.  F.  IV.  Sievwright,  H.  Skinner,  Sid. 
Ranson,  &c.,  and  cornet  solos  by  Mr.  A T.  Harrison. 
A song  specially  composed  for  ani  presented  to  the 
Lycbnobites  by  Mr.  Sid.  Ranson,  to  the  refrain  of  “ The 
Midshipmite,”  was  sung  for  the  first  time.  I desire  to 
thank  your  correspondent  11  Giant”  for  his  communica- 
tion on  “ Piscivorous  Carp  ” in  tie  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  24.— J.  E.  Griffiths. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk,  Ball’s  Pond-road,  N. — Several 
members  were  present  on  Tuesday,  but  not  much  busi- 
ness wa3  done.  Messrs.  Garratt  and  Stansell  have  been 
out  and  had  some  nice  roach  and  perch  I hope  members 
will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  Christmas  prizes. — Jno.  Comber 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.  — Our  matoh  takes  place  at  Ware 
from  Ware  Lock  to  Hertford  Lock  on  tli9  2nd  inst.; 
members  to  show  fish  before  six  o'clock  at  the  Bull  Inn; 
those  coming  down  by  a later  train  to  r :port  themselves 
to  another.  Messrs.  Erwood  and  Pori.s  had  roach  on  the 
25th  ult.  We  have  a vacancy  for  a few  good  anglers, 
if  any  gentleman  should  care  to  join  a good  angling 
society  ; particulars  to  be  had  of — Greg. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  S iciety,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  New  North-road,  N. — On  Nov.  25 
several  of  our  members  went  to  S . Margarets  to  finish 
up  the  competition  for  the  November  prizes,  when  the 
following  weighed  in  : Messrs.  J.  Bv grave,  jun.,  roach  ; 
C.  Colbert,  roach  and  perch;  Talbot  and  Gloscop, 
perch  ; winning  three  prizes.  The  r m lining  prizes  will 
be  added  to  the  December  list.— J.  Cuthbert. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham  — L’ke  next  visit  on 
the  S.L.U.V.  list  comes  to  the  ab  >ve  club  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  18,  when  I hope  all  the  clubs  will  rally  round  and 
give  ns  a bumper.  We  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on 
Dec.  9.  I hope  members  will  come  aud  make  themselves 
eligible.— G.  Etherington. 

' Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E. — On  N .v  25  Mr.  Meular 
weighed-in  roach  and  bream  from  the  Arun  (largest 
roach  lib.  13|oz.),  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Field,  from  club 
water,  roach  and  chub.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  comes  to  Penge,  and  I trust  wo  shall  have  a 
bumper.  I can  assure  all  anglers  tbit  they  will  receive 
a hearty  welcome.  Further  particulars  will  be  published 
in  due  course — W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Nov.  25  Mr.  Carter  weighed-in  chub 
from  the  Lea  (best  fish  21b.  9oz  ) ; Messrs  Bouffler,  C. 
Dove,  and  J.  Carr,  perch,  roach,  aud  dace  ; the  latter 
wins  November  gross  weight  prize.  Dec.  9,  Christmas 
prize  outing. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.— Our  competition  takes 
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place  at  Pangbourno  for  a grand  sorieH  of  prizes,  and  all 
honorary  members  can  compete  for  prizes  tho  name  ux 
working  members.  Tho  ’him  or  brake  will  start  from 
olub-houRO  7.45  sharp.  Mr.  Dyer  was  elected  a working 
member.  Those  out  on  Nov.  25  returned  with  blanks. 
Wednesday  next  will  bo  quarterly  night.  Absent 
members  will  bo  fined  according  to  rule. — T.  II. 
Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Qolbourno  road,  North  Kensington. — I wish  to  remind 
members  that  Wednesday  noxt,  Dec.  5,  will  bo  a special 
meeting  to  arrange  a matoh  for  five  prizes,  and  1 hope 
thoso  members  that  have  promised  to  attend  the 
Bostonian  visit  on  Monday  will  kindly  do  so.  J.  H. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castlo,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Mainly  owing  to 
tho  Hoods  tho  takes  of  fish  registered  woro  very  small, 
but  there  were  somo  improvements  on  Nov.  25,  when 
among  other  shows,  Mr.  Porter  weighed  in  71b.  fioz.  of 
roach,  tho  largest  turning  the  scale  at  lib.  4£oz.  As  a 
Christmas  outirg  has  been  mooted,  I should  like  to  soe 
the  members  attend  rather  better  than  of  late. — W.  B. 

Bose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
street,  Marylebone. — On  Nov.  25  Messrs.  Joy  and  G. 
Rick  wood  took  some  fine  roach.  Our  concert  of  Tues- 
day was  a great  success.  Mr.  C.  Carter  (of  the  Lady  of 
the  Lake)  kindly  took  the  chair,  and  was  well  supported 
by  Mr.  B.  Abrahams  (of  the  Allason  United)  in  the  vice. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  T.  Wall  gave  some  excellent 
songs,  as  also  did  Messrs.  E.  Hobbs,  A.  G.  Reade, 
Garvey,  T.  Collins,  and  Brown,  who  was  very  enter- 
taining as  a whistling  soloist.  Mr.  Seabrook  ably  pre- 
sided at  the  piano. — R.  E.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  — On  the  25th  ult.  several  of  our 
members  were  out  and  the  following  weighed-in  : Messrs. 
Webber,  Holder.  Harris,  jun.,  Harris,  sen.,  Hughes, 
sen.,  Gibbons,  and  Sartain.  Members  please  note  that 
we  fish  a competition  on  Dec.  2 from  Bourne  End  to 
Marlow  Lock,  Bourne  End  side  ; usual  conditions.  Last 
meeting  night  Mr.  Smith  was  made  a working  member, 
and  Messrs.  Blondell  and  Satchell  were  elected  honorary 
members.  Members  who  did  not  turn  up  last  meeting 
night  will  oblige  by  putting  in  an  appearance,  so  as  to 
clear  the  books. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn -road, 
Bow,  E. — Our  members  were  out  on  the  18th  ult.  to 
fish  for  the  left-over  prizes  (four  in  number).  Mr. 
Sallnow  was  the  only  winner.  The  remaining  three 
prizes  were  won  on  Nov.  25  by  the  following  members  : 
Messrs.  Perry,  jack  ; J.  Yeo,  roach  ; and  Day,  perch. 
We  have  three  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for  at  Harlow 
Deeps  on  Dec.  9.  We  made  a new  working  member  at 
oar  last  meeting. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Our  competition  on 
Nov.  25  at  Rickmansworth  was  a failure,  not  a prize 
being  taken.  Three  more  prizes  are  given  for  the  month 
of  December  (gross  weight  of  all  fish),  any  waters.  At 
onr  last  meeting,  Mr.  Seymour,  Mr.  F.  Fuller,  and  Mr. 
J.  Finer  were  elected  working  members.  A special 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  5 ; 
members  are  requested  to  attend  at  8.30. — F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  account  of  the  flooded 
state  of  the  river  at  Pulborough  last  week  the  prizes 
were  not  fished  for,  but  will  be  on  Dec.  2,  at  Amberley 
(towpath  only).  On  the  25th  ult.  Messrs.  G.  Ballinger 
and  W.  Austey  had  roach,  perch,  and  jack  from  the  Lea, 
and  on  the  26th  Mr.  Walker  a nice  show  of  roach 
from  the  Stort  at  Harlow.  The  members  will  go  by  the 
usual  train  on  Dec.  2 from  London  Bridge.  The 
brothers  Howell,  the  givers  of  two  of  the  handsome 
prizes,  will  accompany  us. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington. — The  prizes  left  over  from  last 
outing  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2 upon  the  same  terms 
as  last,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford,  towpath  only. 
Start  fishing  on  arrival  of  eight  o’clock  train  from  Liver- 
pool-street.  I trust  members  will  turn  out  well  on  this 
occasion.  Subscriptions  are  due  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  the  month  and  must  be  paid.  Mr.  Jardine  (onr 
president)  will  read  a paper  on  Tuesday  next  at  the 
Eagle  Angling  Society. — T.  S.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  72,  Grafton-street,  W. — We  had  a very  nice  show 
of  fish  on  the  25th  ult.,  as  follows  : Mr.  King,  roach  and 
chub,  91b.  9^oz.  (one  chub  31b.  12foz.,  which  he  took  on 
a tight  line) ; Mr.  North,  roach,  81b.  3Joz.  ; Mr.  Petrie, 
41b.  Oioz.  ; Mr.  J.  Wright,  41b.  7^oz.  ; Mr.  Barton,  roach, 
31b.  15oz.  ; Mr.  E.  Wright,  chub  (one  fish),  lib.  3oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Roberts,  roach  and  dace,  lib.  l|oz.  Do  not 
forget  the  onting  at  Bourne  End  on  Doc.  2. — C.  B. 
LtTMBT. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 

Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  — On  Nov.  25  Mr.  Gill 
had  two  jack  (largest  5';lb.);  Mr.  Brink,  jack;  Mr. 
Clark,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  Smales,  perch 
and  dace.  Tuesday  next  being  quarterly  night  (election 
of  officers,  &c.)  a good  muster  is  specially  requested. 
Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Reading  on  Doc.  16. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  Now-road,  S.E. — The  destination 
of  the  match  was  altered  to  Waltham  Cross  on  Friday 
evening,  but  I think  wo  should  have  done  as  well  at 
Datchet.  Prizes  are  still  rolling  in  for  the  Christmas 
outing,  another  half  a dozen  last  week.  Any  momber 
of  the  institute  can  join  this  festive  outing  by  making 
an  addition  of  a gift  to  tho  prize  list,  and  will  be  sure 
of  a prize  if  he  comos  out  with  the  party.  Full  parti- 
culars on  our  meeting  night. — A.  G.  Smith. 


South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 

The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  bo  to  tho  Peckbam 
Brothers  Angling  Socioty.  hold  at  tho  Prince  Albert, 
Kant  Surroy-Grove,  St.  Goorge’s-road,  Peckbam,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Dee.  18. — Ale.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
woll  road,  Stepney. — Tho  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Nov.  25:  Messrs.  11.  Smith,  a nice  show  of  bream; 
W.  Smith,  bream,  roach,  and  chub  ; West,  roach ; 
Ellwick,  roach;  Huxell,  roach;  Morgan,  dace;  Cham- 
berlain, roach;  and  Woodford,  roach. — G.  Maurows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Royal  Oak,  Glen- 
thorn-road,  Hammersmith. — On  the  26  th  ult.  Mr. 
Taylor  weighed-in  jack,  and  Mr.  An  stead  roach  and 
dace  (largest  dace  lOoz  ).  A complimentary  concert  in 
aid  of  Mr.  T.  Carpenter  is  arranged  for  Tuesday, 
Dec.  11.  Wo  shall  be  glad  to  see  any  anglers  and 
friends  that  can  attend. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  DepUord. — 
The  members  of  the  above  fished  a jack  and  perch 
match  at  Selham  on  Nov.  25,  only  one  prize  being  taken 
by  Mr.  B.  Champion.  Mr.  H.  Church  weighed-in  roach, 
Messrs.  C.  Wilders,  jun.,  and  J.  Steer,  dace. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Yanxhall  Cross. — Only  one  of  our  members  weighed-in 
on  Nov.  25,  Mr.  Betts,  with  a fine  show  of  roach  and 
dace.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  the  27th  ult.,  Mr.  A. 
Pain  in  the  chair.  We  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on 
Dec.  7 at  Datchet,  from  Albert  Bridge  to  old  Windsor 
Lock,  roving  ; jack  and  bleak  barred  ; one  rod  ; tow- 
path  only.  All  to  go  by  first  train  on  the  morning  and  to 
cease  fishing  at  four  o’clock.  Members  may  enter  on 
the  morning  of  the  match  providing  they  see  the 
secretary  before  the  start,  Dec.  2 ; fourteen  prizes.— 
H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms.  — On  Nov.  25 
Mr.  C.  Saville  had  the  best  jack  I have  seen  this  season, 
one  of  51b.,  which  has  put  him  well  up  to  the  front.  No 
other  fish  were  taken  by  our  members. — A G.  Beach. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.  — Messrs.  Tisley, 
Knight,  Mason,  Hoad,  and  Coomber  weighed-in  fish  on 
Nov.  25.  A peg-down  match  will  take  place  on  Dec.  2 
at  Day’s  water,”  not  “ Lady’s  water,”  Tottenham,  and 
the  prizes  won  on  that  occasion  will  be  presented  on  the 
following  Wednesday,  Dee.  5,  when  a smoking  concert 
will  be  held. — J.  Cantrell. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Wal- 
worth, S.E. — At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  last  it  was 
carried  that  the  lapsed  prizes  be  added  on  the  next  com- 
petition, making  six  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2 in 
the  Thames ; bank  only.  It  was  also  carried  that 
rnle  30  be  suspended  till  the  end  of  the  season.  I should 
be  glad  to  see  a good  muster  of  members  next  Wednes- 
day, as  there  are  several  important  matters  to  discuss. — 
C.  Heibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — We  fish  a competition  at 
Sunbury,  on  Dec.  2,  from  Chelsea  waterworks  to  end  of 
trees  above  the  Weir.  Our  quarterly  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday  next,  when  it  is  hoped  all  membsrs 
will  be  present.  Mr,  Gordon  had  a good  show  of  dace 
on  Nov.  25— C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms. 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  Nov.  25  we  fished 
a match  at  Broxbourne,  but  only  two  prizes  were  taken  : 
Mr.  H.  Slyman,  first ; Mr.  G.  Slyman,  second.  The 
remaining  three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2 ; same 
conditions. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  25th  for  Christmas  prizes,  and  all  were  taken 
as  follows  : Messrs.  0.  Lloyd,  1 ; F Homer,  2 ; Yale,  3 ; 
Seal,  4;  Lowther,  5 ; Smith,  6;  Sutherland,  7 ; Smart, 
8;  Simmons,  9;  Hunt,  10;  Whitehead,  11;  Mills,  12; 
Hobbs,  13  ; Robathan,  14  ; and  Stevens,  15.  I wish  to 
remind  members  that  it  will  be  quarterly  night  on 
Wednesday  next,  Dec.  5. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.-  Mr.  George  Wade  weighed-in  a chub 
41b.  and  roach  and  dace  81b.  12oz.  on  Thursday,  from 
Datchet,  out  with  Keene.  We  have  arranged  a special 
outing  for  Christmas  week  ; full  particulars  of  same  may 
be  seen  in  the  bar  of  the  clubhouse. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society. —On  Nov.  22 
between  twenty  and  thirty  members  met  for  their 
annual  supper,  which  took  place  at  their  clubhouse,  the 
Windsor  Castle,  Franeis-street.  Host  Naylor  provided 
the  repast  in  his  usual  first-rate  style.  After  the  oloth 
was  cleared  (Mr.  Westlake  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
Parsons,  sen.)  harmony  was  proceeded  with,  Mr.  Pond 
starting  with  a selection  on  the  piano,  followed  by 
Messrs.  Bean,  Ebblewaite,  Roser,  Robinson,  Cormack, 
&c.  A most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Messrs. 
Ecarius  and  Robinson  weighed-in  jack.  We  fish  a 
match  at  Sunbury  ou  Dec.  2,  for  four  club  prizes  ; two 
rods  ; to  start  fishing  at  ten  and  cease  at  four.  Any- 
one wishing  to  compete  should  be  at  Yauxhall  station 
at  eight  a m.  All  fish  to  weigh  oxcept  jack  and  eels. — 
J.  G. 

Wolverhampton  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation.— On  the  21st  inst.  a general  meeting  was  hold 
at  the  club’s  new  head-quarters,  tho  Town  Hall  Hotel, 
North-street.  Mr.  T.  Cooke,  vice-president,  occupied  the 
chair.  The  minutos  of  tho  previous  mooting  having  beon 
confirmed,  and  tho  annual  meeting  fixod  for  Wednesday, 
Dec.  12,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Birks, 
that  tho  increased  subscription  of  10s.  fid.  be  paid 
annually  in  advance,  instoad  of  four  quarterly  payments 
of  2s.  fid.  oaoh,  aB  hithorto.  Owing  to  the  recent  floods 


in  the  Association  water  at  Penkridge,  very  little  has 
been  done,  although  in  some  private  water  in  the  neigh- 
honrhood  of  Newport,  Salop,  three  members  made  their 
mark,  bringing  home  with  them  upwards  of  COlb.  of 
good-sized  roach  and  dace.  May  your  humble  servant 
be  included  when  the  trio  receives  another  invitation  to 
that  desirable  locality. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 

Man,  High-street,  Plumstead.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  this  week,  with  better  results,  a handsome 
pike  of  8flb.  being  weighed-in  from  the  Anglers’ 
Association  water,  length  30Jin.  and  girth  lfijin.,  by 
Mr.  J.  C.  Holloway.  Tho  following  weights  were 
recorded  : Messrs.  S.  Bryan,  roach,  bream,  perch, 

21b.  l joz. ; T.  CresHwel),  roach  and  bream,  51b.  12oz. ; 
J.  Howeroft,  roach,  bream,  and  dace,  41b.  l£oz.  ; J.  C. 
Holloway,  pike,  101b.;  H.  Hook,  pike,  roach,  and  dace, 
41b.  5oz. — P.  Smith. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  (THAMES; 
COMPETITION. 

The  following  sums  have  been  received  from  the 
undermentioned  for  tickets  sold  in  the  late  competi- 
tion : Prince  of  Wales,  £1  14s.  ; Rose  and  Crown, 
£1  ■,  Coben,  £1 ; C.  J.  Carter,  19s.;  Allason  United 
Brothers,  18s.;  Lincoln,  17s.;  Campbell  United,  13a.; 
Battersea  Friendly,  11s.  ; Slough  and  Langley,  11s.; 
Bostonians,  10s  ; Blackfriars,  10a.  ; Foley,  10a.  ; 
Royal  George,  10s. ; Wellington,  10s. ; Ye  Old  Three 
Colts,  10s.  ; Harlesden,  9s.  ; Amicable  Excelsior,  9s.  ; 
Uxbridge  Rovers,  8s. ; Great  Western  Railway  Station 
Clerks’  Angling  Society,  8s.  ; Queen’s  Piscatorials,  8s. ; 
Jubilee,  8s.  ; Marylebone,  7s. ; North  London,  6s. ; 
Waggoners,  5s. ; Queen’s  Angling  Society,  5s.  ; Cosy,  53. ; 
Westminster,  5s. ; Hearts  of  Oak,  4s.;  Euetonian,  4s. ; 
Ealing,  4s.  ; South  Bermondsey,  43.  ; Kilburn  Pisca- 
torials, 4s.  ; Anchor  and  Hope,  33.  ; Mr.  Jennings,  3s. ; 
Woolwich  Brothers,  3). ; Brompton,  3s.  ; fioxton 
Brothers.  2s.  : Mr.  Neale,  2s.  ; Social  Brothers,  2s.  ; 
Camden,  2s.;  Seymour  Brothers,  2s.;  Amicable  Brothers, 
2-i. ; Islington  Brothers,  2s.  ; A.  Carey,  2s.  ; donation, 
Thos.  Bradder,  2s.  fid.  ; Allason  Piscatorials,  Is. ; 
Mitre  Brothers,  Is. ; Dalston,  Is.  ; Mr.  Lake,  Is.  ; 
Oak  Angling  Society,  Is.  ; C.  J.  Carter,  4s. ; Bermondsey 
Brothers,  Is.;  E.  Clark,  2s.;  Great  Northern,  6s.; 
Crown  and  Buckland,  Is. ; Eastern  Piscatorials,  3s. 

The  distribution  will  take  place  the  third  week  in 
December. 

There  are  still  several  books  of  tickets  which  have 
not  been  accounted  for.  Will  secretaries  kindly  forward 
them  to  the  secretary,  B.  Abrahams,  28,  Silver-street, 
Notting  Hill.  


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which 
is  supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge 
to  our  readers. 

E.  Perks,  of  Birmingham,  for  “ Certain  improvements 
in  appliances  for  use  in  cutting  taper  and 
parallel  segmental  strips  for  making  fishing 
rods,  &c.” 


Book  in  the  Maw  of  a Fish  (8th  S.  vi.  246). — The 
book,  the  singular  discovery  of  which  in  the  maw  of  a 
codfish  in  Cambridge  market  in  1626  is  mentioned  in  the 
extract  from  Dr.  G.  Ward’s  letter  to  Archbishop  Usher 
given  by  Mr.  Arnott,  was  subsequently  reprinted  and 
published  under  the  title  of  “ Vox  Piscis,”  with  a wood- 
cut  of  the  fish  itself  cut  open  and  the  book  in  its 
stomach.  The  title-page  is  as  follows:  “Vox  Piscis; 
or,  the  Book-Fish,  contayning  three  Treaties  which  were 
found  in  the  Belly  of  a Codfish  in  Cambridge  Market, 
on  Midsummer  Eue  last.  Anno  Domini,  1626.  London, 
Printed  for  James  Bolen  and  Robert  Melbourne. 
mdcxxvii.”  The  volume  commences  with  an  intro- 
duction of  about  forty  pages,  describing  the  discovery 
of  the  book,  &c.  This  is  followed  by  a separate  title- 
page,  being  that  of  the  original  work  : “ The  Prepara- 
tion to  the  Crosse  and  to  Death,  and  of  the  Comfort 
vnder  the  Crosse  and  Death.  In  two  Bookes.  Being 
very  fruitfnll  for  all  deuoute  people  to  reade  and  medi- 
tate on.  London,  Printed  by  John  Bale  for  J.  B.  and 
R.  M.  1627.”  The  “ Preparation  to  the  Cross,”  was 
originally  published  in  Loudon  in  1510,  without  the 
author’s  name.  There  is  an  amusing  contemporaneous 
account  of  the  discovery  of  the  book  in  one  of  Joseph 
Mead’s  letters  to  Sir  Martin  Stuteville  in  the  Harleian 
MSS.,  and  copied  by  Baker  in  one  of  his  manuscript 
volumes  in  the  Cambridge  University  Library,  which 
also  contains  a copy  of  the  “ Vox  Piscis.” — Edmund 
Venables  in  Notes  and  Queries. 

The  utility  of  the  “ Treatyse  of  Fysshynge”  has  long 
since  passed  away,  says  the  World,  but  though  we  find  in 
it  nothing  to  learn,  we  cannot  fail  to  find  in  it  much  to 
admire.  The  authoress,  Damo  Juliana  Berners,  not- 
withstanding some  errors  of  omission  and  commission, 
writes  in  the  true  spirit  of  a sportsman,  and  somo  of  her 
advice  might  well  be  takon  to  heart  by  the  baser  sort  of 
modern  anglors.  “ Broke  noo  mannys  begges  in  goynge 
abowte  your  dysportes,  ne  opyn  noo  mannes  gates  but 
that  yo  shutte  theym  agayn.  . . . Also  yo  shall  not 

be  to  ravonous  in  takyng  of  your  sayd  game  as  to  mooho 
at  one  tyme.  . . . Also  ye  shall  holpo  yoursolfo  to 

nouryssh  the  game  in  all  that  ye  maye.”  Such  prooepts 
as  thoso  may  claim  to  rank  with  Kant’s  “ categorical 
imperative  ” ol'  duty,  sooing  that  ovory  sportsman  must 
honour,  oven  if  ho  do  not  always  obey,  them. 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  attendance  was  again  large  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  held 
on  Monday  night  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr. 
C.  H.  Wheeley,  of  Weybridge,  presided.  Another  new 
member  was  proposed,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
several  nice  catches  of  fish  were  exhibited.  Dr.  Head 
and  Mr.  Bridgman  had  taken  some  fine  roach  in  the 
society’s  water  on  the  Ver,  the  largest  scaling  lib.  Goz., 
while  Mr.  C.  H.  O’Dowd  showed  a pike  of  41b.  14Joz. 
and  a brace  and  a half  of  perch  from  the  Thames,  the 
best  of  the  perch  being  a pretty  specimen  just  over  lib. 
These  gentlemen  recounted  their  fishing  experiences,  as 
did  also  the  chairman  (Mr.  Whpeley),  Dr.  Patterson,  and 
Messrs.  Galloway  (hon.  sec.),  Taylor,  Zaensdorf,  Kelsey, 
&c.  Subsequently  the  usual  toasts  were  given,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  presiding  closed  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Wheeley  exhibited  three  cases  containing 
six  Thames  trout  weighing  401b.,  which  were  much 
admired.  They  will  be  on  view,  with  other  specimen 
fish,  at  Dr.  Patterson’s  reading  on  Monday  evening 
next,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Willis  Bund, 
of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  There  promises  te  be  a 
crowded  attendance  on  that  occasion,  as  the  subject, 
“Salmon,  sea  trout,  and  irout — What  are  they?” 
is  certain  to  be  of  great  interest.  Mr.  Galloway  and 
Dr.  Head  have  this  week  hooked  a couple  of  trout  about 
31b.  each  in  the  club  waters  at  Newbury  and  Radlett, 
and  have  returned  them  to  the  river  again. 


THE  LATE  P.  EDWARD  DOVE. 

By  the  tragic  death  of  Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove,  of 
Lincoln’s  Inn,  the  anglers  of  London  have  lost  a 
talented  advocate,  and  one  who  spared  no  pains 
on  their  behalf  when  their  interests  were  at 
stake.  As  hon.  counsel  to  the  Central  Association 
his  face  was  familiar  to  many  of  the  delegates,  for  Mr. 
Dove  regarded  his  office  as  something  more  than  hono- 
rary, and  felt  it  his  duty  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Association  whenever  possible.  He  had  the  warmest 
sympathy  with  the  working-man  angler.  It  was  Mr. 
Dove,  who  after  being  consulted  by  the  Nottingham 
corporation,  drew  up  Mr.  Broadhurst’s  “ Fishing  in 
Rivers  Bill,”  and  more  recently  the  revised  measure 
which  may  some  dav  become  law,  and  in  which  the 
Central  Association  has  taken  so  much  interest.  He 
advised  them  in  the  Donald  Flint  case  (re  the  Suffolk 
Stour)  and  was  always  strongly  of  opinion  that  ease 
would  have  ended  very  differently  if  it  had  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Central  Association  at  an  earlier  stage. 
In  the  case  of  the  Arun  he  also  advised,  and  Mr.  Evans, 
the  solicitor  who  so  ably  conducted  the  case,  and  Mr. 
Crumplen,  who  was' with  him,  both  attribute  much  of  the 
result  to  the  able  hints  Mr.  Dove  so  freely  gave  them. 
It  saved  the  Arun  to  anglers,  of  which  the  Central 
Association  is  entitled  to  he  proud  Mr.  D >ve  was  the 
author  of  a most  intere-ting  pamphlet  on  the  “ Law  of 
Fishing  in  Navigable  Rivers.”  and  if  the  courts  have 
since  differed  from  some  of  his  opinions,  it  is,  to  say 
the  least,  a monument  of  learning,  and  was  highly 
spoken  of  by  legal  authorities  at  the  time.  The  writer 
well  remembers  delightful  days  on  the  Thames  with 
Mr.  Dove,  and  a three  days’  trip  round  Pulborough  and 
Amberley,  when  one  of  the  competitions  was  on,  will 
not  readily  fade  from  memory.  Mr.  Dove’s  services 
were  not  confined  to  anglers,  for  idleness  was  out  of 
the  question  to  a man  of  his  ability  and  tempera- 
ment. Many  men  owe  their  advance  in  life  to  his 
encouragement,  and,  as  a writer  in  the  Globe 
remarks,  he  too  often  did  the  work  for  which 
others  got  the  glory.  His  untiring  energy  secured 
the  Charter  of  Incorporation  for  the  Royal  Historical 
Society,  of  which  he  was  honorary  secretary,  and 
few  men  could  equal  him  in  historical  knowledge. 
He  was  founder  of  the  Selden  Society,  of  which  most  of 
our  legal  luminaries  are  members,  and  was  also  one  of 
the  joint  secretaries  of  the  Gibbon  Commemoration,  in 
which  capacity  he  had  much  to  do  with  the  success  of 
the  exhibition  of  Gibbon  relics,  lately  held  at  the 
British  Museum.  Whatever  bis  failings,  he  did  his  best 
for  his  fellow  men,  and  has  left  a void  in  the  ranks  of 
anglers  it  will  be  no  easy  task  to  fill.  O.  I. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  took  place  in 
the  Society’s  Offices,  12,  Regent-street,  Pall-mall,  on 
Tuesday  evening  la9t,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  in  the 
chair,  and  there  were  present,  Dr.  Coates,  Messrs. 
Thomas  Crumplen,  George  Evans,  W.  H.  Elsmore, 
W.  F.  Griinmett.  H.  W.  Higgins,  W.  H.  Jackson,  W.  R. 
Iawes,  George  Newson,  Arthur  Price,  and  W.  H. 
Brougham  (secretary).  After  the  confirmation  of  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  the  monthly  financial 
statement  reported  a balance  at  the  bankers  of  .£50  2s., 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  production  of  the  banker’s 
pass  book.  The  only  bill  was  a small  one  of  143.  for 
keepers’  expenses.  The  unsatisfactory  result  of  a 
charge  against  one  of  the  river-keepers  by  what  appears 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  complainant  was  warmly 
discussed,  and  ended  in  the  secretary  being  requested  to 
pay  a visit  to  the  Conservancy  House  to  explain 
the  situation,  and  also  to  state  another  complaint 
against  the  same  keeper  which  has  been  made 
to  the  committee.  A letter  was  read  from  the 
Conservators  to  the  effect  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  under  the  Act  of  1894  to  amend  the  deputa- 
tions held  by  all  the  keepers,  and  to  issue  them  in  an 
amended  form,  which  would  require  the  return  of  all  the 
old  ones  to  bo  exchanged  for  the  new.  The  secretary 
reported  he  had  received  a contribution  of  .£10  from  the 


Preservation  Fund  through  the  treasurer  of  its  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen,  and  a cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  for  the  same.  The  satisfactory  result 
of  the  flood  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  fish  was 
reported,  and  much  satisfaction  was  expressed  thereon. 
It  was  hoped  the  anglers  would  recognise  it  by  freely 
responding  to  the  appeal  for  half-crowns  to  the  keepers’ 
dinner  fund.  The  next  meeting  falling  upon  Christmas 
Day  it  was  arranged  to  hold  no  meeting  in  December 
unless  any  important  business  cropped  up,  and  found 
desirable  by  the  chairman  to  have  one.  A cordial  vote 
of  thanks  was  given  to  the  chairman. 


THE  ROACH. 

The  roach  is  a far-away  cousin  of  the  gudgeon, 
another  of  the  great  family  of  Cyprinidce,  which  ought 
to  be  canonised  as  affording,  at  their  proper  cost,  the 
greatest  amount  of  sport  to  the  greatest  number  of 
anglers.  Laugh  and  jeer  as  ye  may,  ye  fishers  for  trout 
and  salmon  ! we  maintain  that  there  is  more  delicacy  of 
touch,  more  pride  of  art,  more  artistic  skill  in  roach- 
fishing than  in  any  other  sort  of  angling  whatever.  The 
roach  is  not  naturally  a shy  fish  ; he  is,  as  beseems  his 
somewhat  aldermanic  figure,  and  the  amplitude  of  his 
white  waistcoat,  a free  liver,  and  ready  to  take  at  any 
time  almost  any  bait  that  may  be  offered  to  him.  In 
lakes,  and  ponds,  and  unfished  waters  the  roach  may  be 
taken  in  any  number  by  the  rudest  devices  ; but  in  the 
Thames,  where  generations  of  fishermen  have  continu- 
ally exercised  their  craft  at  the  expense  of  successive 
shoals  of  roach,  he  has  become  shy  and  wary  to  a degree ; 
and,  though  we  read  of  twelve  dozen  and  upwards 
killed  in  a day,  we  well  know  that  the  numbers,  like  the 
“ fifty  thousand  additional  lamps  ” in  the  long-extinct 
Vauxhall  Gardens,  are  rarely  counted,  or  rather  counted 
with  rare  liberality  ; at  all  events,  they  consist  princi- 
pally of  the  youthful  fry,  all  inexperienced  in  the  wicked 
devices  of  the  angler.  “ Non  cuivis  contingit,” — it  is 
not  everyone  who  can  fill  the  well  of  his  punt  with  really 
good  roach,  each  from  half  a pound  to  a pound  and  a 
half  in  weight,  in  a day’s  angling.  The  fisherman  who 
can  do  this  in  ordinary  circumstances  may  be  sneered  at 
by  the  mighty  salmon-fisher,  but  give  him  the  same 
opportunity,  and  rely  upon  it  he  will  make  good  use  of 
it. 

The  roach  affects  deep  running,  but  not  rapid  water  ; 
he  feeds  near,  but  not  on,  the  bottom  ; and,  after 
plumbing,  the  bait  should  be  regulated  so  as  to  travel 
two  or  three  inches  from  the  bottom.  The  roach  may 
be  fished  for  either  from  a punt  or  from  the  shore,  and 
to  the  bank-fisher  there  is  no  inhabitant  of  the  Thames 
that  affords  such  constant  and  unintermittent  sport. 
The  rod  for  this  purpose  is  made  of  bamboo-,  eighteen  or 
twenty  feet  in  length,  the  last  joint  of  the  butt  end 
being  readily  removable  to  facilitate  the  landing  of  the 
hooked  fish.  When  a reel  is  used  it  may  be  carried  in 
the  pocket,  a roach  rod  not  being  furnished  with  rings, 
but  a reel  is  generally  dispensed  with,  the  length  of  the 
rod  admitting  of  sufficient  line  wherewith  to  play  a fish 
so  averse  to  locomotion  as  is  the  roach. 

The  bank-fisher  is  generally  a character  in  his  way, 
and  enthusiastic  in  the  art ; he  carries  with  him  a large 
flag-basket,  containing,  besides  his  pipe  and  his 
luncheon,  all  the  implements  of  his  craft  ; he  has,  too, 
a camp-stool  and  a forked  stick  on  which  his  long  rod 
rests.  Patient  and  contemplative,  like  his  prototype 
the  heron,  he  sits  through  the  long  day  watching  his 
well-balanced  float,  and  not  unfrequently  carries  home 
to  his  sympathetic  and  admiring  family  a considerable 
weight  of  fish. 

“ Pleasant  is  the  Asher's  life 
By  the  waters  streaming.” 

But  our  business  is  not  with  him. 

The  roach  is  the  king  of  fishes  to  the  genuine  punt 
fisher.  And  here  we  may  describe  the  operation  of 
“ fixing  the  punt,”  which  is  by  no  means  so  simple  or 
easy  as  it  may  appear  to  the  uninitiated.  It  should  be 
stated  that  roach-fishing  differs  from  gudgeon-fishing  in 
this,  that  while  in  the  latter  a constant  change  of  place 
is  desirable— the  fish  going  off  their  feed  after  some 
twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  and  always  taking  best 
in  new  and  unaccustomed  places — the  former  seem  to 
affect  the  same  localities  continuously.  The  longer  you 
fish  and  the  more  ground-bait  you  throw  in,  as  a rule, 
the  more  roach  you  will  take.  With  gudgeon  the  con- 
verse will  be  found  to  be  the  case.  Having  arrived  at 
your  swim,  a known  resort  of  the  roach,  taking  one 
“ ripeck  ” in  hand,  and  leaning  forwards  up-stream  as 
far  as  you  can  reach,  bringing  the  iron-shod  end  almost 
under  the  boat,  you  proceed  by  a wriggling  motion  of 
the  arms,  requiring  some  considerable  strength  and 
more  skill,  to  fix  it  in  the  hard  bottom,  at  an  angle  of 
something  like  forty-five  against  the  stream  ; then  using 
the  fixed  pole  as  a lever,  you  swing  or  pass  the  boat 
gradually  round,  walking  with  the  other  ripeck  to  the 
opposite  end,  your  companion  in  the  meantime  tying  the 
rope  to  that  already  fixed,  and  then  finishing  the  opera- 
tion by  tying  your  own.  There  is  some  art  even  in  the 
simple  operation  of  fastening  the  ropes.  If  tied  too 
closely  the  punt  will  lift  the  poles,  if  not  closely  enough, 
its  working,  from  the  action  of  the  stream,  will  loosen 
the  hold  on  the  bottom.  The  string  should  be  cross- 
gartered,  Malvolio-fashion,  and  fastened  some  two  feet 
above  the  gunwale  with  a simple  half-hitch. 

Your  punt  being  properly  pitched,  the  next  operation 
is  to  manufacture  ground-bait,  the  materials  for  which 
— clay,  bran,  soaked  bread,  and  a few  scalded  greaves— 
it  is  assumed,  have  been  previously  provided.  These 
materials  are  kneaded  into  round  balls  somewhat  bigger 
than  one’s  fist,  the  object  being  to  amalgamate  as  much 
bread,  and  more  essentially  bran,  as  the  clay  will  carry 
to  the  bottom.  Boys  delight  in  the  essentially  nasty 


operation  of  manufacturing  ground-bait,  and  casting  the 
balls  into  the  swim.  The  action  of  the  water  dis- 
integrates the  ball,  and  the  floating  particles  pass  down 
the  stream,  offering  a lure  to  the  fish,  which  they  follow 
up  from  great  distances.  The  ground-bait  should  be 
thrown  in  at  intervals — now  and  again  a lump — not  con- 
tinuously. or  it  is  possible  that  the  fish  may  make  their 
dinner  off  what  is  intended  merely  as  a whet  to  the 
appetite. 

The  rod  required  for  roach-fishing  from  a punt  is  not 
nearly  so  long  as  that  used  from  tho  shore,  the  bottom 
joint  of  which,  as  has  been  said,  is  generally  taken  off 
before  the  fish  is  landed  : but  as  compared  with  that 
used  for  gudgeon  it  should  be  lengthy — 3ay  twelve  feet. 
It  must  be  tolerably  stiff,  too,  to  ensure  rapid  striking, 
which  is  absolutely  essential  in  roach-fishing.  The  line 
should  be  fine,  the  reel  true,  and  the  bottom  of  the  very 
finest  gut,  or,  what  is  generally  preferred  by  the 
accomplished  angler,  of  single  hair  : the  float  of  cork  or 
quill,  long,  and  large,  heavily  shotted  with  numerous 
fine  shot,  until  it  swims  with  not  more  than  half  an  inch 
above  the  surface  ; the  shot  should  be  about  a foot  from 
the  hook,  a single  one  being  affixed  three  inches  above  it 
to  keep  it  in  its  proper  place.  The  object  of  the  power- 
ful, well-balanced  float  with  a quantity  of  shot  is  to 
ensure  the  rapid  sinking  of  the  bait,  so  as  to  get  the  full 
advantage  of  the  swim,  and  at  the  same  time  to  indicate 
the  slightest  possible  bite.  The  line  after  each  swim 
should  be  brought  back  quite  close  to  the  gunwale  of 
the  boat,  and  the  bait  occasionally  examined  to  see  that 
it  has  not  become  dead  and  sodden. 

The  strike  must  be  instantaneous,  or  you  will  never 
catch  your  fish  ; and  it  is  well,  whether  you  observe  a 
bite  or  not,  invariably  to  strike  at  the  end  of  your  swim, 
as  the  fish  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  at  that  moment 
testing  the  quality  of  your  bait,  which  he  is  certain  to 
eject,  with  that  marvellous  and  unexplained  power 
which  all  fish  possess,  some  twelve  inches  from  him,  the 
moment  he  becomes  aware  that  there  is  something  un- 
wholesome in  the  just-coveted  dainty.  The  line  as  well 
as  the  rod  must  be  much  longer  than  for  the  gudgeon, 
the  roach  being  th9  shyer  fish,  and  not  inclined  to  feed 
so  near  the  boat ; but  it  is  far  more  necessary  to  keep 
your  line  “ in  hand,”  as  it  were, — not  tight,  but  well 
out  of  the  water,  aud  ready  for  a short,  sharp  strike  at 
any  moment.  The  whish  made  by  the  line  through  the 
water  is  a token  of  bad  striking,  as  is  the  pulling  of  the 
line  completely  out. 

If  the  fish  be  missed,  the  bait  should  travel  on  as  if 
nothing  particular  had  happened;  the  clumsy  fish  that 
has  missed  his  mark  is  well  entitled  to  another  turn,  or 
perhaps  some  greedy  companion  may  snatch  the  envied 
morsel  from  him. 

Roach  spawn  towards  the  end  of  May,  latsr  than  the 
gudgeon.  They  are  in  season  from  July  to  January, 
perhaps  later,  but  it  is  cold  work  fishing  for  them  iu 
November,  which  is  the  best  mouth.  Up  to  October  the 
gentle  is  the  most  taking  bait : two  or  three  should  be 
put  on  the  hook  together,  and  frequently  changed,  for 
when  dead  and  flabby  they  cease  to  be  attractive.  In 
default  of  gentles,  which  are  not  always  obtainable, 
bread-paste  kneaded  up  with  wool  to  make  it  tenacious, 
is  perhaps  the  best  bait.  A piece  about  as  big  as  a pea 
should  be  stuck  on  to  the  hook  by  a single  movement; 
it  does  not  do  to  manipulate  it  after  it  is  once  fixed. 

For  winter-fishing  a small  red  worm  is  the  most 
enticing  lure,  and  when  the  Thames  is  flooded  great 
quantities  are  taken  with  this  bait  by  the  fishermen,  who 
then,  poor  fellows  ! are  exercising  their  craft  on  their 
own  account. 

The  worst  of  roach-fishing  is,  that  the  roach  himself, 
when  taken,  is  utterly  useless,  except  as  bait  for  the 
pike.  We  have  tried  him  in  all  ways— fried,  boiled, 
broiled,  water-souched — each  successive  mode  worse 
than  the  last.  We  never  tasted  it,  but  we  conceive  that, 
like  Ca33ar  and  Pompey,  paper  pulp  flavoured  with  mud 
and  roach  must  be  very  much  alike — especially  roaoh. 

The  general  weight  of  the  roach  taken  in  the  Thames 
is  from  two  ounces  to  a pound  ; but  we  have  heard  of 
them  as  large  as  three  pounds.  The  biggest  I ever  took 
was  a little  over  a pound  and  a half.  The  roach  is  on 
the  whole  a game  fish,  and  capable  of  considerable 
resistance  to  any  proposal  for  transporting  him  from  his 
native  element.  The  extraordinary  fineness  of  the 
tackle  used  renders  this,  in  the  case  of  a large  fish,  a 
work  of  some  difficulty ; and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  a really  good  roach-angler  is  capable  of  any  other 
species  of  fishing,  and,  if  opportunity  offered,  would 
excel  in  it. 

The  generic  (scientific)  name  of  the  roach  is  Cyprinus 
rutilus.  It  spawns,  as  stated,  early  in  the  summer,  and, 
like  most  of  the  family,  is  very  prolific.  The  fins  are  rod 
(henoe  rut ilus) ; and  this  colour  furnisho3  the  readiest 
means  of  distinguishing  it  from  its  cousin  the  dace, 
whoso  fins  are  white,  or  nearly  so. 

We  have  mentioned  “ gentles  ” as  the  usual  and  best 
bait  for  roach.  These  may  be  bought  at  any  tackle-shop, 
or  from  any  fisherman  ; but  it  may  be  well  to  romark, 
that  gentles  are  not  all  alike.  There  are  gentles  and 
gentles.  Not  ex  quovis  cadavere  are  the  maggots  on 
which  the  roach  delighteth  to  feed  taken.  “ Tne  sun,” 
“ kissing  carrion,”  may  breed  “ maggots  in  a dead  dog,” 
but  the  roach  turns  up  his  nose  at  them.  Gentles  are 
born  in  bullock’s  liver,  and  when  nearly  full-grown 
cradled  in  bran,  which  soours  and  sweetens  them.  Sam, 
an  intelligent  young  man  who  acts  as  my  fisherman,  tells 
me  they  taste  “ sweetish  : ” — I have  never  tried  them.— 
From  Rooper’s  “ Thames  and  Tweed.” 


The  directors  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  have  generously 
given  .£50  to  the  widow  of  Ben  Fuller,  who  met  his  death 
attempting  the  dive  from  the  Tower  Bridge. 
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EMILY— THE  YOUNG  JACK  SNARER. 

A Country  Sketch. 

I am  taking  a stroll  on  tho  banks  of  ono  of  our  well-  ! 
known  trout  streams,  drinking  in  the  fresh  morning  air, 
and  listening  to  the  song  of  innumerable  wild  birds, 
and  rovolling  in  tho  wealth  of  autumn  soenery,  with 
which  I am  surrounded,  when  my  attention  is  arrested 
by  a graoefnl  female  figure  on  tho  opposite  bank,  clad  in 
navy-blue,  and  her  long  dark  hair  streaming  unrestrained 
in  the  westerly  breoze.  Sho  carries  over  her  shoulder 
a stout  pole,  some  10ft.  or  lift,  long,  and  attached  j 
thereto  is  a short  glittering  wiro  and  loop.  I watch  her 
movements  and  wonder  on  wbat  she  can  bo  bent, 
wbon  sho  poors  into  the  rippling  waters  of  the  stream, 
tho  pole  is  stretched  out  at  full  arm’s  length  until  the 
point  almost  touches  tho  wator,  ’tis  hold  there  for  a few 
seconds  motionless,  and  then  there  is  a sudden  jerking 
upwards,  and  a struggling  fish,  some  31b.  in  weight,  is 
triumphantly  held  aloft,  securo  in  the  wire  loop,  and  a 
merry  peal  of  laughter  rings  out  at  her  success.  I 
then  see  that  she  is  snaring  jack,  and  clearing 
them  from  the  backwaters  of  the  trout  stream, 
whero  they  are  very  fond  of  getting  up,  and  may 
often  be  seen  lying  basking  in  the  sun.  Again 
sho  approaches  tho  river  side,  again  the  pole  and  wire 
aro  brought  into  requisition,  and  in  a very  few  minutes 
another  nice  jack  is  lying  by  his  brother’s  side.  I now 
venture  across  the  river  for  a closer  inspection  of  the 
apparatus,  and  to  get.  if  possible,  a wrinkle  (?)  from  the 
young  sportswoman,  for  I can  call  her  no  other.  On 
my  complimenting  her  on  her  skill  with  the  snare,  she 
tells  me  she  has  practised  it  for  years,  and  caught  many 


jaok  in  this  way,  which  is,  of  course,  a great  boon  to  tho 
proprietor  of  ihe  trout  stream.  I linger  by  her  side, 
alas  ! almost  too  long,  but  take  in  at  a glance  her  swan- 
like  neck,  oovored  only  by  a loosely-knotted  crimson  ' 
tie ; her  bonny,  well-rounded  arms  are  bare  almost 
to  the  elbow,  and  her  supple,  shapely  figure  a painter 
might  limn.  “Come  along.”  sho  says,  “I  want  just 
ono  more  to  make  a dish  for  dinner.  Father  is  very  fond 
of  them  when  they  aro  in  good  condition  as  they  aro 
now.”  Again,  cIoho  at  hand,  the  pole  is  lowered  over 
the  water,  and,  as  I peer  down  into  its  depths,  I see  a 
nice  jack  lying  close  up  under  the  weeds ; the  wire  is 
deftly  slipped  up  over  the  tail  of  the  fish  until  it  is  over 
the  back  fin,  there  is  then  again  the  same  dexterous 
quickness  and  skill  with  the  jiole  and  wire,  and 
another  fish  is  again  successfully  held  aloft  with 
another  merry  laugh.  The  excitement  flushes  her 
rosy,  dimpled  cheeks,  and  her  merry  dark  eyes 
beam  with  fun  as  she  says,  “ Well,  I must  be  off  now 
and  cook  them,”  and  one  is  almost  tempted,  as  she 
makes  for  the  old  ivy-clad  farmhouse,  to  forget  oneself, 
and  imprint,  if  one  dared,  once  more  in  one’s  life,  a 
parting  salute  on  those  ruby  lips,  which,  when  parted, 
disclose  a row  of  pearly  teeth.  Before  she  finally 
disappears  she  has  made  me  promise  to  give  her  some 
lessons  in  fly-fishing,  which  pastime  many  ladies  are 
now  successfully  taking  up,  and  if  so  be,  dear  Mr.  Editor, 

I should  happen  next  season  to  become  this  young  lady’s 
tutor  in  that  art,  I am  very  much  afraid  that  you  and 
your  numerous  readers  will  have  to  come  short  of  occa- 
sional reports  and  sketches  I from  time  to  time  have 
sent  you  from  the  banks  of  our  lovely  trout  stream,  and 
you  and  they  will  probably  set  it  down  that  I have 


fallen  a victim  to  the  blandishments  of  the  successful 
young  jack-fisher,  only  my  name  does  not  happen  to  be 
Jack,  but — F.  L. 


SALMON  POACHERS  IN  BRECONSHIRE. 

A serious  assault  was  made  on  water  bailiffs — Supt. 
Vaughan  Powell,  John  Slowly,  Frederick  Silcox, 
Powell-Jenkins,  Taylor,  Parker,  and  Morgan  — on 
Saturday  night,  at  Cray,  near  Senny  Bridge,  Brecon- 
shire. It  appears  that  Supt.  Vaughan  Powell  bad 
heard  that  a gang  of  colliers  from  Oallwyn  intended  to 
come  up  by  the  night  train  from  Neath  to  the  Cray 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  salmon  with  gaffs,  and 
in  order  to  meet  them  the  superintendent  had  all  his 
men  (six  in  number)  ready,  hoping  to  secure  some  of 
them.  However,  on  reaching  Cray,  and  having 
proceeded  uji  the  river  for  a little  distance,  they 
saw  a gang  of  some  twenty-five  colliers,  who  were 
just  about  returning  with  their  booty.  When 
the  water  bailiffs  got  up  to  them  they  were 
attacked  and  beaten  most  severely.  Supt.  Powell 
escaped  with  very  little  injury,  but  Slowly,  Silcox,  and 
Jenkins  received  nasty  cuts  on  their  heads  and  bodies, 
necessitating  medical  attention  afterwards.  Taylor  is 
in  bed  with  two  ribs  broken,  and  is  almost  blind  ; Morgan 
and  Parker  also  sustained  very  ugly  cuts.  Dr.  W.  R. 
Jones,  Senny  Bridge,  attended  to  the  injured  men  when 
they  reached  home.  All  of  them,  with  the  exception  of 
the  superintendent,  have  their  heads  bandaged.  The 
bailiffs  have  no  idea  who  the  poachers  were,  but  we 
understand  that  the  police,  who  are  making  inquiries, 
have  some  clue. — Hereford  Times. 


GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Ampthill — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

Beccles. — R-  Tilney  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Belfast.  — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-square. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn. — James  GREGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R-  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — J03EPH  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Bnilth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent. — T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — E.  Richardson,  “Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R-  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Wineh- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — j.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smyths. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-Bt. 

Dublin.— C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 


Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — W.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford.  GIos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market- gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  A.  C.,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22|,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — j.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney. — T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devos. — S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  —J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— Ji  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn.  Yorks— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — W.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-streot. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria- street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Grosham- 
etroet.  [Wholesale  only.] 


L ondon — Continued. 

J.  Bernard  a Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Wal ton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  W: 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  BROS.,59,Gracechurch-st.,E.C. 
G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

Military  Equipment  Stores  & Tor- 
toise Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  61,  Pall  Mall 
C.  E.  Moon,  116,  Lower  Kennington- 
lane,  S.E. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 
402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-square. 

T.  H.  Sowerbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel.— c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 

Macclesfield — j.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  — B.  Pearce,  Coventry 

House. 

Manchester.— w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

N ewtown,  N.  Wales— Fred.  W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-st. 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 

Nottingham  — S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 
Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Beading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Bedditck. — S.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gayn or  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorks— Chas.  Spencer, 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury.— W.  Mavin. 
j.  Soul8by. 

Scarborough.—  S.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 
Southampton.— Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anohor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston.— A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J • D.  Bastard, 

Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlando.—  J.  L 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy- gate. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  of  our  rivers  are  now  fishable,  and  are  in 
splendid  order  for  coarse  fishing  ; the  heavy  floods  have 
done  a great  deal  of  good  in  clearing  the  rivers  of  the 
weeds  and  other  decayed  vegetable  matter,  upon  which 
of  late  the  fish  have  to  a great  extent  been  feeding,  and 
angling  will  now  be  carried  on  with  better  prospects  of 
success  than  before  the  heavy  rains  fell ; but  the  worst 
part  of  the  business  is  the  beastly  condition  of  the 
river’s  banks,  for  on  most  of  our  Midland  rivers  the 
water  has  overflown  the  banks  for  miles,  and  in  many 
instances  left,  as  the  water  receded,  a thick  lawyer  of 
mud.  This  the  angler  has  to  face,  together  with  the 
slippery  state  of  the  banks,  and  one  has  to  be  very 
careful  to  keep  a safe  footing ; but  notwithstanding 
these  unpleasant  things,  a good  few  of  our  members  have 
been  out,  and  met  with  some  success ; and  now  that  we 
look  like  having  a spell  of  dry  weather,  which  will  help 
to  put  the  banks  in  order,  a large  number  of  our 
members  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
going  out  while  the  weather  remains  open,  and  all 
should  succeed  in  having  good  sport.  On  the  Trent 
roach  fishing  has  beeD  fairly  good,  and  those  of  our 
members  who  belong  to  clubs  that  rent  water  on  the 
river  speak  highly  of  the  sport  they  have  had  since  the 
floods.  The  best  bag  of  roach  taken  lately  were  those 
taken  by  W.  C.  Cottrell,  of  the  Tenby  club,  who,  on 
Saturday  last,  took  131b.  of  very  nice  roach  with  the 
gentle,  the  largest  turning  the  scale  at  lib.  9|oz.  ; this 
was  a splendid  specimen  fish,  and  has  been  weighed  in  at 
Mr.  E.  Griffiths,  the  Mint  Tavern,  and  is  over  2oz. 
a-head  of  any  other  roach  weighed-in  in  the  competition. 
Mr.  Cottrell  is  having  a plaster-of-paris  cast  of  the  fish 
taken,  and  when  completed  will  adorn  the  walls  of  the 
Tenby  club-room.  I also  hear  that  the  Highgate  Club 
members  have  been  havii  g good  sport  on  their  water 
near  to  Rugeley.  Eoach  and  dace  have  been  tbe„chief 
fish  taken,  and  these  are  now  biting  freely  at  the  gentle 
and  small  worm.  The  Avon  is  now  at  its  normal  level, 
and  sport  should  now  be  at  its  best,  after  the  heavy 
flushing  it  has  received  from  the  flood,  which  is  reported 
to  be  the  heaviest  for  some  years  ; the  fish  are  reported 
to  be  well  on  the  feed,  and  sport  should  be  good.  The 
Pershore  roach  fishermen  are  still  using  the  wheat  with 
success.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Severn,  but 
on  some  of  the  tributaries  things  have  been  a little 
brighter  ; this  river  is  now  in  nice  condition  for  coarse 
fishing.  The  Tenby  Society  had  a grand  night  on  the 
occasion  of  the  concert  given  by  Messrs.  Cottrell,  KiDg 
and  White,  about  138  members  of  the  Tenby  and  kindred 
clubs  were  present,  and  one  and  all  enjoyed  the  evening’s 
entertainment  thoroughly.  The  concert  will  be  repeated 
on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  4 next  The  whole  of  our 
clubs  are  busy  settling  up  their  accounts  for  the 
year,  as  their  quarterly  nights  are  fast  approach- 
ing ; and,  as  a consequence,  the  clubs  are  better 
patronised  than  they  have  been  of  late.  After  the 
quarterly  nights  the  annual  general  meetings  will  take 
place,  when  the  officers  for  1895  will  be  elected.  Some 
alterations  will  take  place  in  this  respect  at  a few  of  the 
clubs,  and  I hope  that  the  newly-elected  officials  will  be 
able  to  give  better  satisfaction.  In  some  of  the  clubs  a 
little  new  blood  will,  perhaps,  be  all  the  better.  The 
usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
Committee  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next, 
Dec.  6,  when  the  standard  sizes  of  fish  to  be  retained  by 
the  members  will  be  discussed,  and  a scale  laid  down  for 
the  general  body  of  delegates  to  consider  at  the  general 
meeting,  which  takes  place  on  Dec.  13  next. 

FROM  THE  BORDERS. 

On  Friday  the  rod  fishing  on  Tweed  and  her  tribu- 
taries closed  for  the  year  1894.  Probably  never  in  the 
memory  of  man  has  there  been  such  a wretched  season 
recorded.  It  has  had  not  a single  redeeming  feature 
from  Feb.  1st  to  Nov.  30th.  If  salmon  water  lessees 
were  to  calculate  the  cost  of  their  fish  this  year  the 
prioe  per  pound  would  be  a very  high  figure  indeed. 
But  true  sportsman  are,  of  course,  not  likely  to  indulge 
in  such  lamentable  arithmetical  problems.  In  the  case  of 
more  humble  members  of  the  community,  the  trout- 
fishers,  there  has  been  very  poor  sport  all  the  season 
with  the  exception  of  the  month  of  May,  when  there  was 
a few  weeks  fair  sport  on  Tweed  and  some  of  the 
smaller  streams.  On  Whitadder,  however,  the  successes 
recorded  have  been  decidedly  the  worst  ever  known. 
What  with  chemical  pollution  from  mills  and  the  nets  of 
the  midnight  prowler,  this  once  famous  stream  is,  in  the 
lower  reaches  at  any  rate,  in  a fair  way  to  become 
depopulated  at  no  distant  date.  The  number  of  salmon 
and  sea  trout  now  in  the  rivers  appear  to  be  very  great, 
and  the  general  conditions  for  spawning  are  said  to  be 
good.  No  disease  has  as  yet  shown  itself,  in  spite  of 
the  crowded  state  of  some  of  the  reaches.  “ Black 
tails”  are  now  pretty  numerous,  and  a few  have  been 
taken  on  the  fly. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Splendid  weather  has  prevailed  in  the  Fen  District 
since  my  last  notes  were  despatched,  and  anglers  have 
had  a grand  time  of  it.  Pike  fishermen  are  making  the 
most  of  the  present  fine  weather,  and  on  all  pike  streams 
the  trolling  rod  is  in  great  requisition.  The  Witham 
has  especially  yielded  well.  Two  gentlemen  at  work 
near  Boston  on  Monday,  captured  four  brace  of  pike — 
the  best  being  a 9-pounder  ; the  others  varied  from  7ilb. 
to  2Jlb.,  and  the  aggregate  weight  was  close  upon  401b. 
On  the  same  river  near  Langrick,  Mr.  Green  accounted 
for  a brace  and  a-lialf  on  Nov.  24,  weighing  respectively 
51b.,  4£lb.,  and  2Jlb.  Near  Kirkstead,  Mr.  Clayton  got 


three  on  Nov.  27,  averaging  nearly  51b.,  and  one  or  two 
good  captures  are  mentioned  fcom  Bardney,  Forty-foot 
subscribers  are  also  experiencing  satisfactory  sport.  A 
brace  of  pike  captured  near  Hubbert’s  Bridge  on 
Nov.  24,  weighed  nearly  121b.,  and  li  brace  taken  from 
below  Donington  Bridge  turned  the  beam  at  151b.  On 
the  southern  reaches  of  this  river  several  good  fish 
have  been  met  with.  Mr.  Stevinett  lan  led  a 5-pounder 
on  Tuesday,  and  lost  two  others  owing  to  a mishap 
with  his  tackle.  On  this  river,  roach  are  still  offering 
excellent  sport.  Successful  pike  fishing  is  also  being 
had  on  the  Stamford,  Spalding,  and  Market  Deeping 
waters. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  again  fining  down,  and  several  very 
good  fish  have  been  taken,  both  above  and  below  the 
lock,  during  the  last  few  days.  Mr.  T.  Flowers  had  a 
roach  weighing  lib.  I^oz.  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fighane,  and  some  good  flounders  have  been  caught  at 
Dunswell  and  Gibraltar.  At  the  second  annual  dinner 
of  the  delegates  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers’  Association  Mr.  W.  Peat  presided,  and  toasts 
were  given  and  responded  to  by  Capt.  Warner,  Mr. 
F.  M.  Walbran,  Councdlor  Smith,  and  others.  Mr. 
Hunt,  of  Hull,  in  acknowledging  the  toast  of  “ Kindred 
Societies,”  said  that  the  Hull  Society  of  Anglers,  of 
which  he  was  the  secretary,  had  made  much  pro- 
gress since  its  commencement,  and  promised  to 
become  a very  useful  organisation.  On  behalf 
of  the  Hull  anglers,  he  congratulated  the  Leeds  society 
on  the  prominent  position  it  had  attained.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  Hand-in- Hand  A.S.  was  held  at  the  Cross 
Keys  Hotel,  Hull,  on  Nov  23.  The  toast  of  the  evening, 
“The  Hand-in- Hand  Angling  Society,”  was  proposed 
by  Capt.  Simman,  and  the  president  congratulated 
the  members  upon  the  standard  they  had  adopted  in 
limiting  the  size  and  weight  of  fish  allowed  to  be  taken, 
and  said  their  example  might  well  be  followed  by  other 
societies.  The  Universal  A.  \.  held  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Shakesp^re  Hotel,  Hull,  the  president  (Mr.  A. 
Chappell)  in  the  chair,  and,  after  the  repast  and  the 
usual  loyal  and  other  toasts  had  been  gone  through, 
presented  the  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors  for 
the  past  season.  The  Hull  Marlborough  A.S.  held  a 
special  meeting  at  the  Horns  Tavern  to  elect  officers 
for  1895.  On  Dec.  5,  the  Edgar  Phillips  A.S.  will  hold 
a special  meeting  at  the  clubhouse  in  Alfred-street  to 
elect  the  officers,  &c.,  for  1895. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  general  council  of  the  Northern  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion met  at  the  Falstaff  Hotel,  Market-place,  Mtn- 
chester,  on  the  23rd  ult.  In  the  absence  of  the  president 
(the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts),  Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey  occupied  the 
chair.  There  was  not  a numerous  attendance  of  members, 
but  most  of  the  local  towns  surrounding  Manchester 
were  represented.  The  agenda  included  the  report  and 
balance-sheet,  and  a scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  parent  association.  The  report  discovered  the  fact 
that  nearly  1600  members  had  paid  their  subscription 
for  the  current  year,  all  of  whom  were  included  within 
a radius  of  ten  miles  of  Manchester.  The  balance-sheet 
proved  an  acceptable  one,  showing  an  available  balance 
of  nearly  ,£5.  It  was  finally  resolved  than  an  executive 
committee  of  eight  should  be  appointed  to  transact  the 
business  ofthe  association,  with  power  to  add  to  their 
number.  The  council  then  adjourned  to  the  general 
meeting  of  the  association,  at  which  there  was  a good 
attendance  of  club  representatives  and  individual 
members,  Mr.  B.  J.  Pickering  presiding.  The  report, 
balance-sheet,  and  resolution  of  the  council  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  and  the  following  elected  the  “execu- 
tive eight : ” For  Manchester,  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts, 
and  Messrs.  R.  Burn  and  B.  J.  Pickering;  for  Oldham, 
Mr.  Isaiah  Statter ; for  Stalybridge,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  ; 
for  Bolton,  Messrs.  T.  F.  Wallwork,  G.  Wild,  and 
T.  W.  Redford.  The  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts  is  elected 
president ; Mr.  Burn,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Dec.  14 
will  see  the  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery,  to  be  followed  by  the  general  meeting  of  the 
Manchester  centre  of  the  Northern  Angler's’  Associa- 
tion. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  weather  has  been  most  favourable  to  sport  with 
the  rod  and  line,  and  a fair  number  of  sportsmen  have 
been  fishing  the  Leicester  waters.  Plenty  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  sport  have  been  out  and  about  after  roach, 
and  in  some  cases  the  takes  will  compare  favourably 
with  the  best  landed  last  season.  Mr.  Eld  showed  151b. 
of  fine  roach  ; Mr.  Crane,  111b.  ; Mr.  Manship,  91b.  ; Mr. 
Willett,  91b. ; Mr.  Worth,  71b.  ; and  Mr.  Halford,  71b. 
As  usual  during  the  late  part  of  the  season,  some  of  the 
fish  were  much  above  the  average  size,  one. specimen 
landed  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Hopkins  scaling  lib.  7joz.  A 
number  of  anglers  have  been  trying  for  pike,  but 
the  sport  has  not  been  satisfactory.  The  best  specimen 
was  one  of  41b.  landed  by  Mr.  Walker,  and  Mr.  Worth 
also  had  a few  fair-sized  fish.  Anglers  have  not 
mustered  in  any  force  at  the  top  portion  of  the  Leicester 
waters,  and  it  has  only  been  at  the  back  waters  at 
Aylestono  that  anything  approaching  good  spoi't  has 
been  obtained.  Chub  fishermen  are  doing  their  best  to 
get  specimens  to  weigh-in  at  the  clubs,  but  up  to  the 
present  fish  have  not  gone  above  21b.  The  frosts  have 
tended  to  reduce  the  weeds,  and,  should  the  open 
weather  continue,  sport  is  sxxre  to  be  good,  as  there  is 
now  plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  canal,  and  brooks. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Nothing  has  been  done  during  the  past  week,  except 
a few  small  pike  taken  at  Wroxham  and  Salhouse 
by  Mr.  Milos,  of  Birmingham,  and  a good  fish  of  221b. 
taken  on  Nov.  22,  at  Barton.  This  was  in  splendid 


condition  being  only  38in.  long.  Waters  in  good  con- 
dition, but  rather  high. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  fined  down  rapidly,  and  both  pike  and 
chub  fishing  is  claiming  considerable  attention.  In  the 
Rolleston  Fishery  two  members  of  the  Nottingham 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Club  have  caught,  amongst  other 
pike,  two  of  121b.  and  101b.  respectively.  At  Stoke  and 
Shelford  scores  of  fish  have  been  run,  though  most  were 
under  41b.  apiece.  Mr.  .1.  Walker  had  one  81b.  ; Mr.  J. 
Spray  had  four  or  five  of  about  5 Jib.  each  ; Mr.  H.  Dale 
had  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  S.  Higham  had  one  of  6 Jib. 
At  Shardlow  Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins  and  Mr.  H.  Spray 
had  fish  up  to  51b.  each,  and  at  Weston  Mr.  A.  Pewkes 
had  one  of  7^.  Many  fish  of  a fair  size  have  come 
from  Sawley,  and  from  the  waters  ol  the  Pride  of  Derby 
Society,  near  the  junction  of  the  Derwent  with  the  Trent. 
Coarse  fish  angiing  has  attracted  numerous  votaries 
since  our  last.  At  Weston  Mr.  S.  Pogson  had  a grand 
bag  of  roach,  best  lib.  4|oz.,  and  on  Tuesday  he  killed 
a fine  pike,  losing  a second.  Mr.  J.  Walker  has  done 
well  amongst  roach,  dace,  and  perch;  and  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  H.  Coxon  had  a capital  show  of  roach,  perch,  and 
chub  from  King’s  Mills.  At  Shardlow,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Wallis  excelled  amongst  roach,  using  gentles  and 
bread  paste.  Salmon  are  again  showing  in  the  Newark 
district,  where  they  are  certain  to  remain  pending 
another  big  rise  of  the  river.  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and 
Sons,  of  Redditch,  are  making  a new  spinning  flight 
for  natural  bait,  for  which  a great  future  is  predicted. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  great  improvement  in  the  weather  has  had  an 
excellent  effect  on  angling,  and  on  all  sides  one  hears 
good  reports.  Many  anglers  have  devoted  their  atten- 
tion to  pike,  and  good  catches  have  been  made  both  in 
the  Fens  and  in  the  Trent.  A fine  fish,  weighing  28Jlb., 
was  caught  at  Retford  on  Monday  by  a local  angler. 
It  is  in  grand  condition,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
taxidermist.  The  other  catches  have,  of  course,  not 
come  up  to  this,  but  the  fish  have  run  to  a nice 
size.  Roach  have  also  been  well  on  the  feed  in 
the  Fens,  and  the  fish  taken  have  been  in  really 
fine  condition.  The  Trent  is  perhaps  providing  the  most 
sport,  and,  in  addition  to  pike,  dace,  roach,  perch,  and 
bream  have  been  taking  bait  well.  Grayling  fishing  in 
the  Wye  and  Derwent  could  not  be  much  better.  The 
mild  weather,  with  frosts  in  the  early  morning,  has 
caused  the  fish  to  bite  freely,  and  the  water  is  in  excel- 
lent condition.  Both  fly-fishers  and  bottom  anglers 
have  done  well,  and  the  prospects  are  even  better. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  members  of  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling 
Society  held  a most  enjoyable  outing  on  Nov.  22  at 
Sundorne.  Splendid  sport  was  obtained.  Sundorne  and 
Sunderton  lakes  were  fished,  the  latter  yielding  the  best 
results.  Mr.  F.  Goodman  weighed-in  531b.  of  pike,  and 
others  were  almost  as  successful,  a total  of  3cwt.  of  fish 
being  captured.  The  two  heaviest  pike  scaled  about 
8lb.  The  fish  were  in  the  pink  of  condition.  In  the 
evening  the  party  proceeded  to  the  Corbett  Arms  to 
dine,  and  the  catering  of  host  E.  Jones  was  everything 
that  could  be  desired.  Mr.  J.  Williams  (hon.  sec.) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Morris  the  vice- 
chair. Mr.  A.  E.  Perkins  was  thanked  for  giving  per- 
mission to  fish  on  his  estate.  Several  good  songs  were 
rendered,  and  a pleasant  drive  home  concluded  a 
successful  excursion. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  now  having  a spell  of  regular  November 
weather,  cold  and  foggy,  yet  dry.  The  Severn  is  down 
again  to  a nice  level,  and  is  in  fair  condition  for  angling. 
Some  good  sport  has  been  had  dui'ing  the  last  few  days 
among  the  pike  and  roach,  and  one  angler  had  the  good 
fortune  to  land  with  a single  horsehair  bottom  and  No. 
9 crystal  hook  a splendid  silver  bream  weighing  61b. 
The  Tome  will  be  in  condition  in  a few  days  when  gray- 
ling fishing  should  be  good.  Some  nice  dace  were  taken 
in  that  river  on  Saturday  with  the  maggot,  but  sport 
was  by  no  means  brisk.  The  Avon  is  settling  down 
slowly,  and  anglers  are  anticipating  good  sport  among 
the  roach  and  pike  in  a few  days,  but  those  that  visited 
the  river  on  Saturday  had  nearly  a blank  day. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  the  Swale  at  Richmond  and 
Catterick  has  been  in  pretty  good  trim  for  angling. 
Local  gentlemen  have  had  some  decent  takes  of  grayling, 
the  weather  being  mild  and  open  for  the  time  of  year. 
In  the  Derwent,  however,  there  has  not  been  very  much 
doing. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK. — The  floods  have  subsided,  and  all  the  waters 
will  soon  be  in  their  normal  condition  if  the  present 
fine  weather  continues.  Salmon  are  very  numerous  on 
all  the  principal  spawning  rivers,  and  so  far  the  spawn- 
ing season  has  progressed  very  satisfactorily.  If  things 
continue  like  this,  and  if  poaching  is  kept  within 
bounds,  the  chances  of  good  sport  next  spring  will  be 
much  improved.  Sea  angling  has  been  resumed,  and 
splendid  sport  has  been  had  at  the  West  Cork  stations 
at  various  kinds  of  fish. 

KERRY. — The  spawning  season  continues  satisfac- 
tory. Reports  confirm  the  accounts  of  unusual 
numbers  of  salmon  being  up  on  all  the  spawning 
grounds.  Fresh  salmon  are  coming  up  on  the  earlier 
rivers,  viz.,  those  rivers  that  pass  through  or  from 
lakes.  On  the  North  Kerry  waters  poachers  have  been 
comparatively  qixiet.  Sea  angling  has  been  first-class 
round  the  coast  since  the  fine  weather  set  in,  and 
large  numbers  of  whiting,  pollack,  cod,  &c.,  have  been 
captured. 
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SALMON  PISHING. 

PANMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  my  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

Til XORLLBNT  BALMON  and  TROUT  FIHIIINO  on 
\i.  NORTH  BBK,  FBBB to  Hotel  Vitlton.  Baaldtf 
■*  th«  Hotel  water,  the  aplmidld  Troutlng  Struama 
Of  Olminnk,  In  whloli  Trout  of  (food  Minn  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  euay  dlHtunon.  TIiIm  1m  a quiet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  flailing  1*  (food  all  the  Hprtng 
and  Bummer  month*.  Golf  aonrae  beelde  Hotel. 
Rhootlng  over  1500  aoruH  by  the  day  or  wmjk 
Keeper*  and  dogs  kept.  Particular*  on  application. 
KRITn  KNHWLRH.  Proprietor 

BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  River 
Doveron,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VICHY  moderate  chargee,  facing  the  eea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  aoree  of  well-etooked 
pike,  peroh,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels,  of  great  Hl7,e. 
Kfflolent  boatmen  and  boat*;  all  bait  found.  AIho  hub 
boat*  and  good  aea  flehlng.  Magnificent  acenery  and 
health  reMort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  ahootlng. 
Healdent  Doctor  In  the  village 

I DOWSE.  PrtvrtrtMor 


FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT  8. 

BVKBY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  TUE  BANKS  OF  TOE  OUSE, 

For  Anj?Iern  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
BilliardH,  Ac.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  Corning; 
also  see  “ Eiver  Reports.” 

WKE  NASH,  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK, 

LONWTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 


Good 


Accommodation  for 
Close  to  river. 


Gentlemen. 


PERT  H SHIR  H. 

STANLEY,  N B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkold  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  Ihe  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address — “Hotel,”  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 


SHANNON  & LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLAXjOB,  IBELAND. 

"ftf OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

•H'-A  Grlsle,  and  Trout  PlBhlng  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station  ; al60  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurlsy,  Killaloe, 
Co  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  in  thousands 


Apply  T.  STORY, 

WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


TENBURY. 

THE  SWAN  MOTEL,, 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  CRAYLINC 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day’s  Fishing  in  the  350  acre*  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous. 
Angler' s Diary. 


ISLE  WORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN 

UVEEY  ACCOMMODATION  for 
^ ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  Cd.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is. ; teas  from 
Cd.  and  9d. 

FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

HACKLES. 

All  Oolocrs  Guaranteed  Fast. 

George  Haynes,  5,  Western  Ter.,  Cork. 


Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
Seal’s  Fnr.  Pig's  Wool. 


Freqoent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station 


TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Travelling  Trunks, 

Saratoga  Trunks,  Dres3  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 

Hold  alls,  Hat  Cases,  Rugs,  Straps, 
and  Umbrellas. 

A Splendid  Anaortmcnt 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 

Illustrated  Price  List,  combining  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS, 

AND  AT 

LONDON,  134  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 
BIRMINGHAM,  21,  22,  23,  New  St 
WOLVERHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  Ice  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

RNGLEHS'  SUNDRIES. 

•ST  FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

HILL  dfc  SON, 

4,  HAYMARZET.  S.W. 

Lists  Frss 


THEAKER’B 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES. 

Boach  ...  Is.  8d.) 

Barbel  ...  2s.  2d. ( lnn 

Pike  4b.  Od.rPorl00y‘r<U 

Salmon  ...  4s.  lOd.) 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pin-action 
Heels,  Optional  Check. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000. 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlings.  Send  for  Balt 
List.  The  trade  supplied- 

THEAKER,  10,  CANAL  ST„  NOTTINGHAM 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Grayling, 

IFOIR,  SJLXjE. 


Fok  Price  List  apply  to 

Thos.  ANDREWS, 

Wes+gata  House. 

G- IT  I Xj  ID  O IR,  JD . 


HARDYS 


RODS 


GOLD  MEDAL 

GOLD  MEDAL 

GOLD  MEDAL 
For  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  &c.,  are  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  Unequalled. 

WT  The  “ FIELD.”—1 “ It  ought  never  to  he  forgotten  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we 

owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers.” 

HARDY’S  Celelbratecl 
“ ” IPilc©  Rods. 


9 - 

^ 
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There  ia  no  other  rod  which  approaches  it  for  lightness,  action,  and  strength. 

The  fittings  are  most  complete — cork-covered  handles,  patent  lock  joints, 
spiral  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  ring,  and  rubber  button.  Makes  lift.  v ' 

spinning  and  9ft.  Gin.  trolling  rod.  Price  50s.  e» — re.  . . -a.,,  "p-  --  - - : 

This  rod  has  won  golden  opinions  from  all  who  have  used  it,  and  it  is  the  old  story — the  best  is  the  cheapest.  We  do  make  a second  quality,  and  a good  rod  it  is — cedar 
handle,  split  end  joints,  snake  rings,  revolving  butt  and  end  rings.  This  rod  is  more  than  superior  to  what  other  makers  call  best.  Our  price  for  it  is  28s.  6d,  In  ordering 
ask  for  newly-issued  angler’s  guide  and  price  list,  value  la.  6d.,  but  free  in  this  case. 


HARDY’S  sfr= 
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Are  now  in  the  hands  of  most  of  the  best  Thames  Anglers,  and  as  punt  rods  are  unequalled.  The  enormous  quantities  of  bamboos  passed  throngh  our  works  which  are  used 
for  the  celebrated  cane-built  rods  with  and  without  steel  centres  offers  such  au  Opportunity  of  select ing  suitable  bamboos  as  no  other  firm  can  have.  In  their  fitting  they 
are  very  complete-  Bamboo  butt  and  middle,  two  greonheart  tops,  cedar  balance  handle,  double  brazed,  oorked  stoppers,  revolving  end  rings,  in  partition  bag.  Lengths, 
10  to  12  feet;  price  21s.  Second  Quality-  Cedar  handle,  plain  joints,  &c. ; 10  to  12  feet;  14s. 

CATALOGUE  OVER  THREE  HUNDRED  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

POST  FREE  THREE  STAMPS,  WHICH  DEFRAYS  PARCEL  POST  RATE  ONLY. 


HARDY  BROS. 


Practical  Anglers  &.  Manufacturers, 

London  & North  British  Works, 

RETAIL  BRANCH:  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  EDINBURGH. 

LONDON  RETAIL  AGENTS:  Military  Eauinment  Stores  & Tortoise  Tent  Co.,  61,  Pall  Mall. 
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and  put  it  on  the  punt.  Ho  rows  out  again  to  where  he 
started  and  drops  it  over  a little  to  the  right  or  loft  of 
the  track  just  ploughed  up,  and  so  on.  Now  this  is  the 
most  effectual  way  of  exterminating  weeds  that  I know 
of,  but  where  the  space  round  the  water  is  confined, 
giving  no  room  for  the  use  of  the  horse,  I fear  it  would 


WEEDS  IN  A 70-ACRE  LAKE. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent,  “N.  E.  A.  U.  C.”  wishes 
to  know  the  best  means  to  cleanse  a 70-acre  lake  which 
is  almost  covered  with  weeds  quickly  and  at  little 
expense.  This  latter  remark  (little  expense)  I really 
cannot  understand.  A 70-acre  lake  will  take  some  doing, 
which  means  expense,  and  if  the  lake  is  really  worth 
doing,  why,  by  all  means,  do  it  well.  Your  correspon- 
dent does  not  say  whether  the  lake  is  square,  oblong,  or 
round,  whether  it  is  fed  by  a stream,  and  has 
pentstocks  or  outlets  for  surplus  water,  or  whether  there 
is  a path  round  the  lake.  All  these  questions  materially 
affect  the  expen°e,  which  cannot  be  worked  out  for  want 
of  such  knowledge.  My  experience  in  cutting  weeds  in 
rivers  and  lakes  has  been  rather  extensive,  and  I only 
wish  I was  near  to  see  the  lake.  One  could  give  some- 
thing like  an  idea  as  to  time,  &c.,  &u.,  the  undertaking 
would  take. 

This  is  the  simplest,  and  what  I have  found  the  best, 
mode  of  procedure,  and  which  I adopted  in  a 12-acre 
lake  belonging  to  his  late  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
K.G  , P.C.  First,  four  punts,  two  men  each  provided 
with  a hedge-trimming  hook  (similar  to  a corn-reaping 
hook,  but  much  stronger)  fastened  on  to  ten,  twelve,  or 
fourteen  feet  ash  handles.  With  these  instruments  they 
start  from  the  pentstocks,  up  stream,  cutting  the  weeds 
as  far  down  as  the  handles  will  allow.  Let  the  punt 
men  continue  some  two  or  three  days  at  this  work,  the 
weeds  being  drawn  ashore  by  means  of  rakes.  Iron 
rakes  are  best.  Keep  weeds  back  from  the  margin  of 
lake  as  far  as  possible,  otherwise  when  the  bulk  comes, 
you  may  be  hampered  for  room.  After  the  punt  men 
have  been  at  work  for  three  days,  put  the  knife  men  to 
work.  They  will  overhaul  the  punt  men  in  time.  The 
implements  used  are  called  knives,  made  as  follows  : 
Take  five,  seven,  or  nine  either  old  or  new  scythes,  have 
them  rivetted  together  point  to  hilt  in  one  long  line, 
have  them  loose  but  strongly  rivetted,  so  that  they  will 
close  together  one  over  the  other  for  convenience  in 
carrying  them,  which  should  also  be  in  a sack  to  keep 
them  from  doing  damage.  At  each  end  of  the  line  of 
knives  should  be  a stout  iron  ring,  that  would 
mean  a ring  in  the  hilt  of  the  first  knife,  and  a 
ring  in  the  point  of  the  last  knife  (the  points  of  each 
knife  should  be  cut  off  or  rounded).  Attached  to  each 
of  these  rings  should  be  from  four  to  six  feet  of  chain 
fastened  to  the  rirg  by  a strong  iron  spring  clip,  so  that 
the  ropes  and  chains  can  be  taken  off  the  knives  for 
convenience.  The  ropes  should  be  attached  of  sufficient 
length  for  the  purpose.  The  knives  would  be  almost 
useless  without  the  chains  which  keep  them  to  the 
bottom  if  not  strained  too  much  by  the  men  at  the  ropes. 
The  men  should  work  the  knives  similar  to  men  with 
cross-cut  saw,  only  this  would  bo  horizontally  instead  of 
perpendicularly,  and  say  a pull  and  draw  for  every  step 
taken. 

The  reason  I use  odd  number  of  knives  is  to  keep 
the,  say  six,  knives  from  forming  the  figure  of  Y,  which 
would  be  represented  thus  <1,  which  only  drags  the 
weeds  instead  of  cutting  them,  the  centre  knife  being 
always  in  its  place,  keeping  the  centre  open.  Making 
the  rope  or  punt  stationary  is  of  but  very  small  service ; 
it  is  the  “ pull  ” and  “ draw  ” upon  each  end  that  does 
the  work.  “ N.  E.  A.  U.  C.  ” does  not  state  whether  it 
is  intended  to  cut  the  weeds  this  year  or  not,  and  if 
expense  stands  in  the  way.  I should  advise  it  be  left 
until  the  1st  of  October,  1895,  not  a day  later.  Make 
use  of  the  longer  days  and,  no  doubt,  better  weather 
than  November,  as  the  finishing  stroke,  no  doubt,  would 
be  done  before  that  month  set  in,  and  there  wonld  be 
ample  time  to  get  everything  in  preparation.  If  there  is 
no  stream  running  through  to  send  the  weeds  along  I 
have  a very  simple  article  that  will  quickly  shift  them. 

I have  just  observed  in  the  Weekly  Teleyraph,  Nov.  17, 
of  a novel  machine  being  built  for  use  on  the  Erie 
Canal.  It  is  to  run  over  the  bottom  of  the  canal 
bed  and  cut  the  long  grass  which  grows  there. 

Of  course  “ N.  E.  A.  U.  C.”  could  put  on  as  many  sets 
of  men  as  he  thinks  proper.  Several  sets  could  work 
comfortably  on  seventy  acres. — I am,  &c., 

Reading.  Frank  Gosden. 


A NEW  WATER-WEED  EXTERMINATOR. 

Sib, — The  question  was  asked  in  a recent  issue, 
“ How  to  destroy  weeds  in  a 70-aore  lake  ? ” The  link- 
ing of  a number  of  scythes  together  and  drawing  them 
backwards  and  forwards  is  the  best  way  to  cut  the  weeds 
in  so  large  a piece  of  water,  but  where  the  water  is  not 
more  than  a hundred  yards  wide,  a machine  that  I made 
some  years  back  would  answer  far  better  than  the 
scythes,  as  it  tears  the  weeds  up  by  their  roots.  The 
machine  is  something  like  a daisy  rake  only  on  a large 
scale.  It  is  5ft.  long  with  steel  cutters  loin.  long.  To 
work  this  machine  two  men,  a horse,  a punt,  or  boat,  and 
a long  rope  are  necessary.  One  end  of  the  rope  is  attached 
to  the  handle  of  the  machine,  the  other  to  the  horse.  The 
machine  is  placed  in  the  punt  and  rowed  out  into  the  lake 
to  tho  extent  of  the  rope,  then  it  is  put  over  by  two  guide 
ropes  until  it  reaches  the  bottom.  It  lays  flat  on  the 
bottom  with  the  long  steel  teeth  sticking  into  the  mud 
about  4in.  or  5in.  The  man  in  the  boat  signals  to  the 
man  with  the  horse,  and  away  goes  the  horse  in  a 
straight  line  away  from  the  water,  the  machine  ploughing 
up  the  weeds  by  their  roots  which  come  floating  to  the 
top.  The  man  in  the  boat  follows  in  the  wake  of  the 
machine,  and  on  its  arrival  at  tho  bank  helps  to  clear  it 


not  be  of  much  use.  To  any  of  your  readers  who  may 
be  troubled  with  this  pest,  i shall  be  pleased  to  show 
them  a drawing  of  the  maohine,  also  a section  of  the 
machine  itself  by  appointment  at  my  office,  E.  Beaven, 
Watch  and  Clock  Department,  Liverpool-street  Station. 
Great  Eastern  Railway. 

LARGE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — I send  herewith  two  cuttings  from  the 
Field  of  Sept.  13  and  Oct.  4,  1832,  giving  the  details  of 
the  capture  of  the  291b.  Coz.  trout. — Yours  truly, 

“ Giant.” 

“ Captuee  of  Large  Trout  — A short  time  since 
the  capture  of  a trout  weighing  291b.  6oz.  appeared  in 
your  paper,  as  well  as  in  most  of  the  leading  journals 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Some  of  the  papers  issued 
grave  doubts  that  such  a fish  was  ever  caught,  but  you 
will  now  see  by  the  copy  of  a letter  which  I append 
below,  that  the  statement  is  quite  true.  A short  time 
since  the  event  I visited  the  water  where  the  noble  fish 
once  disported,  Lough  Derg,  above  Killaloe.  While  on 
the  lake  with  some  friends  from  Cork,  and  accompanied 
by  Malone,  of  Killaloe  (a  most  intelligent  fisherman),  in 
his  boat,  I asked  him  if  he  had  heard  of  the  fish,  but  he 
said  that  he  had  not ; that  the  largest  trout  he  had 
heard  of  weighed  131b.,  and  was  caught  by  the  Rsv.  Mr. 
Belcher,  in  Lough  Derg.  I can  easily  understand  the 
fact  of  the  Lough  Derg  trout  assuming  their  olden 
gigantic,  or  rather  leviathan  proportions.  I observed 
the  steamer  Lady  Buryoyne  and  some  six  or  seven 
others,  paddles  and  screws,  all,  like  ‘ Poor  Tom 
Bowling,’  sheer  hulks — some,  in  fact,  partially  grass- 
grown.  No  doubt,  ere  the  Shannon  harbour  and  canal 
transit  to  Dublin  was  established,  the  big  trout  had  this 
fine  expanse  of  water  to  roam  undisturbed  through,  save 
by  the  Indian-like  Shannon-paddled  cot ; and  now  that 
the  steamers  are  resting  from  their  noisy  labours,  the 
trout  will  again  assume  their  huge  proportions.  I can 
readily  understand  the  circumstance  of  Malone  not 
having  heard  of  the  capture  of  the  great  trout,  from  the 
fact  that  the  communication  on  this  great  lake  (over 
twenty  miles  in  length,  and  its  shores  but  sparsely 
inhabited)  is  necessarily  very  limited. — W.  A.  Hackett 
(Cork). — P.  S.  Killaloe  can  be  easily  reached  from  Cork 
by  English  and  other  tourists  ; it  is  but  about  70  miles 
from  Cork,  via  Cork  and  Limerick  Railway  direct,  and 
149  from  Dublin — as  travellers  from  Dublin  must  first 
come  to  Limerick. 

“ ‘Mount  Shannon,  Scarriff.  co.  Galway, 
“‘Sept.  19,1862. 

“ ‘ To  Mr.  W.  A.  Hackett. — Dear  Sir, — I give  you 
with  much  pleasure  a little  account  of  the  fine  trout  I 
killed  lately,  his  weight,  &c.  On  the  1st  of  this  month 
I went  out  as  usual  pike  fishing  with  my  otter,  which 
carries  nine  baits,  Hies,  spoons,  &c.  It  was  blazing  hot 
at  the  time — as  bright  a sun  as  we  have  had  this  year, 
and  quite  calm.  When  I got  a fierce  pull  at  the  spoon 
(a  large  one)  next  the  otter,  I said  it  was  a good  pike, 
and  commenced  to  play  him  cautiously.  I should  have 
said  that  when  I hooked  the  fish  it  at  once  pulled  the 
otter  (board)  under  water,  and  ran  with  it  ahead  of  the 
cot.  It  soon  came  up  but  to  go  down  again,  and  some- 
times my  rowers  bad  to  pull  their  best  after  him.  In 
about  ten  minutes,  as  the  fish  had  not  showed,  I said  it 
must  be  a salmon — a big  pike  always  shows  after  a bit — 
and  this  made  me  think  it  was  a salmon  ; at  length,  after 
some  forty  minutes  or  more,  I got  a sight  of  the  fish, 
nesting  [i.e.,  stationary)  with  his  great  fins  at  work, 
about  three  feet  down  in  the  water,  when  I made  a 
chance  stroke  with  the  gaff  at  him,  and  struck  the 
salmon  (as  I told  my  fellows)  in  the  middle  of  his  baok, 
balancing  him  as  nicely  as  possible.  The  fish  then 
struggled  like  a porpoise,  and,  failing  to  bring  him  in 
with  one  hand,  I let  go  the  other  line,  and  lugged  him 
over  the  boat’s  side  with  both  hands  ; then,  to  my 
amazement,  I found  it  was  a splendid  trout.  My  boat- 
men shouted  with  joy  for  five  minutes.  The  little  split- 
ring broke  when  I struck  the  trout,  he  plunged  and 
twisted  so  much  ; and  though  the  snap-hooks  remained 
and  are  still  in  his  jaw,  had  he  got  off  the  gaff  I was 
done  with  him.  I need  not  tell  you  the  ring  connects 
the  spoon  to  the  hooks.  The  trout  weighed  291b.  Goz. 
down  weight.  He  was  seen  by  a number  of  Englishmen 
here  for  fishing  same  day  and  next  day ; also  by  E.  F. 
Ryan,  Esq.,  R.M.,  who  took  a sketch  of  the  fish.  He 
was  3ft.  7in.  long  (not  3ft.  9in.  as  some  papers  said),  and 
2ft.  in  girth,  and  his  splendid  condition  surprised  all 
who  saw  him  ; his  flanks  never  sunk  in — he  was  truly 
one  of  the  great  Irish  lake  trout.  I killed  a trout  some 
years  ago  in  Lough  Corrib.  There  was  one  of  131b. 
killed  on  the  cross  lino  this  year  in  this  place,  and  a 
great  many  fine  trout  of  from  7 to  9£lb.  I hooked  and 
played  a trout  last  year  which  rose  at  a pike  fly  of  7in. 
long;  but  I lost  the  fish  when  within  a gaff’s  length  of 


me.  I said  at  tho  time,  and  say  still,  that  he  was 
over  251b.  weight.  The  R3V.  Mr.  Belcher  drove  over  to 
see  my  fish  : it  was  ho  who  captured  tho  13-poundor, 
which  he  thought  was  the  largest  ever  token  in  this  lake. 
— Jno.  W.  Petper,  S.  I.  Constabulary.’— [We  do  not 
usually  chronicle  feats  with  the  otter  ; we  do  so  on  this 
occasion  simply  in  verification  of  the  fact  of  this  fine  fish 
being  taken,  as  it  appears  that  there  have  been  doubts 
expressed  on  the  subject. — Ed.]” — Field,  Oct  4.  1862. 

" Laroe  Trout. — I send  you  for  your  information 
and  insertion  in  your  paper,  if  yon  think  it  worth  while, 
tho  size  of  a splendid  fish,  gillaroo  trout,  caught  by  a 
friend  of  mine,  on  Lough  Derg,  on  Sept.  1.  Weight, 
29,[lb. ; length,  3ft.  7in.  ; girth,  1ft.  lljin.  ; depth,  5in. 
This  is  the  largest  I have  ever  heard  of,  I think,  that  was 
not  traditional. — -F.  G.  T. — [Wo  oannot  understand  how 
a fish  23|in.  in  girth  could  be  only  5in.  in  depth.  A fish 
43in.  long  and  only  5in.  deep  must  be  a mere  eel  in 
shape,  and  much  out  of  condition.— Ed.]” — Field,  Sept. 
13,  1862.  

BULL  TROUT  EATING  SALMON  OVA. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “Mona,”  in  last  week’s 
F.  G. , observes:  “Mr.  Gosden,  in  his  interesting  con- 
tribution to  the  discussion  now  going  on  in  your 
columns  on  the  subject  of  the  trout  family  and  its 
varieties,  takes  occasion  to  remark,  inter  alia,  that  tho 
‘ bull  trout  ’ is  very  fond  of  salmon  ova,  and  ‘ consumes 
a vast  amount  of  it,’  and  I should  feel  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Gosden  if  he  would  kindly  help 
me  to  a right  conclusion  on  the  subject.  That  every 
member  of  the  interesting  family  in  question  ( salar 
always  excepted  perhaps)  loves  and  greedily  devours 
the  family  ova  whereever  found,  I am  quite  prepared  to 
believe.” 

Thus  far  your  correspondent  is  perfectly  correct,  and 
were  it  not  for  the  following  sentences,  his  question 
would  only  need  corroborating  that  bull  trout  consume 
vast  quantities  of  salmon  “ ova  ” without  “ burrowing” 
or  rooting  for  same.  Then  follows: 

“The  ova  being  deposited  on  the  stoney  bed  floor 
in  an  adhesive  layer  by  the  female  fish,  fecundation, 
by  the  male  fish,  and  final  covering  up  of  the  birth-bed 
by  both  parent  fish,  follow  in  due  course,  and  from  that 
moment  the  fruits  of  marital  labour  are  secured  against 
all  dangers  of  predatory  fish,  as  I have  never  heard  of 
any  of  the  latter  being  endowed  with  burrowing  or  root- 
ing instincts.” 

This  paragraph  calls  for  a more  explicit  answer.  Who 
ever  heard  of  a female  salmon  depositing  “ova”  in  an 
adhesive  state.  I never  have,  and  can  only  say,  if  such 
had  been  the  case,  much  “ ova”  might  be  saved  when 
spawning  salmon  in  the  stream.  A female  fish,  when 
quite  ripe,  the  moment  she  is  handled  commences  to 
shed  the  “ova  ” immediately,  not  giving  time  to  plac?  a 
receptacle  in  position  to  catch  the  same.  The  con- 
sequence is  all  that  has  escaped  is  irretrievably  lost. 
Then,  again,  how  long  does  this  adhesiveness  exist P 
According  to  your  correspondent,  until  finally  covered 
up  by  the  parent  fish,  and  from  that  moment  the  fruits 
of  marital  labour  are  secured  against  all  dangers  from 
predatory  fish. 

I have  spawned  some  hundreds  of  salmon  and  hundreds 
of  trout,  but  never  knew  the  “ ova  ” to  be  adhesive 
until  after  they  had  been  impregnated  by  the  milt,  and 
all  perceptible  adhesiveness  was  completely  gone — 
twenty  minutes,  as  a rule,  sometimes  longer,  and  vice 
versa. 

The  remainder  of  your  correspondent’s  questions  will 
be  fully  answered  in  the  following  paragraph  taken  from 
Mr.  Bund’s  “Salmon  Problems”:  “From  October 
the  24th  onwards  salmon  are  spawning.  Almost  as  soon 
as  they  have  spawned,  or  while  spawning,  a fresh 
come3.  It  either  interrupts  the  fish  while  sp  awning,  and 
causes  a good  deal  of  the  spawn  to  be  lost,  or  the  fish 
leave  the  beds  already  made,  make  fresh  ones  in  plaoes 
which,  when  the  water  goes  down,  are  left  dry,  or  else 
the  fresh  washes  out  the  beds,  and  also  brings  up  a 
number  of  fish.  The  chances  are  that  these  last  fish 
will  get  just  as  high  as  where  the  other  fish  have 
spawned,  and  the  first  thing  they  do  is  to  turn  over  the 
already  sown  bed  of  the  river  and  make  new  beds, 
thereby  destroying  in  a great  measure,  or  great  extent, 
the  beds  already  made,  and  so,  instead  of  getting  the 
benefit  of  the  ova  from  each  pair  of  fish,  it  frequently 
happens  that  each  pair  undo  what  their  predecessors 
have  done,  and  those  who  have  seen  the  trout  round  the 
salmon  beds  will  agree  that  if  the  beds  are  stirred  up 
little  ova  escapes.  The  Christmas  run  of  fish  rout  out 
the  beds  made  by  the  autumn  run,  and  the  spring  run 
often  repeat  the  process. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  more  ferocioui  member  of  the 
salmonidm.  Hence,  the  prefix  “ bull.”  Sir  Walter 
Scott  did  not  forget  the  salmo  ferox  in  his  famous 
works,  of  which  he  says  : — 

“ Bilihope  braes  for  bucks  and  raes, 

And  Earit  haugh  for  swine  ; 

And  Tarras  for  the  good  bull  trout 
If  he  be  ta’en  in  time.” 

Mr.  Buckland  states  that  Serjeant  Harbottle,  in  1871, 
caught  a good  number  of  bull  trout  in  the  North  Tyne, 
and  from  two  fish  only  he  squeezed  from  their  stomachs 
nearly  three  winoglassfuls  of  salmon  oggs,  which  would 
be  about  or  between  two  and  three  thousand  ova. — 
Yours,  &c.,  Frank  Gosden. 


OLIVES. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  much  obliged  to  your  correspondent 
“ Another  Amateur  ” for  sending,  and  to  yon  Tor  for- 
warding tho  French  partridge  ami  water  rail  feathers. 
Tho  latter  I know  well.  They  are  good  in  colour,  but 
do  not  keep  or  wear  woll  for  dry-fly  work,  and  are  given 
to  s >pping  up  water  and  shrinking.  The  French  par- 
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fridge  feathors  I never  observed  before.  They  are 
admirable  in  colour,  but  snmowbat  to  seek  for  small  flio* 
iu  texture,  being  something  between  milliard  wing 
feathers  and  pigoon.  This  thickness  of  texture  makes 
the  feat  In  rs  very  apt  to  aplit.  1 will  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  working  up  mine  winga  from  the  feathers  your 
correspondent  so  kindly  sends,  and  refer  to  them  later. 
My  experience  ia  ro  much  more  from  Ibei-oiith  country 
than  the  north,  that  I am  afraid  I abould  be  at  a loan  to 
add  much  on  North-country  olivea  to  my  recent  article. 
In  my  small  experience  the  olive  ia  unaccountably 
neglected  on  north  country  atreama.  I should  like  to 
see  the  task  undertaken  by  someone  better  equipped  for 
tho  purpoto  than  I am.  Yours,  &o,,  Val  Conson. 


AUTUMN  ANGLING  ON  THE  TiANN. 

Dear  Sir, — Life  ia  not  long  enough  to  justify  any 
prolongation  of  a straw- splitting  discussion  on  minor 
and  immaterial  points  What  is  of  more  importance  is 
tho  fact  that,  the  Irish  Fishery  Commissions  havealready 
issned  an  order  elosii  g the  Bann,  both  for  salmon  and 
trout,  during  the  month  of  October.  This  fact  has  been 
officially  communicated  to  me  by  tho  Lord  Lieutenant, 
who  says  that  “ No  alteration  in  the  season  fixed  by 
this  order  can  be  made  till  the  expiration  of  three  years 
from  the  commencement  of  the  change  ” His  Lord-hip 
further  states  that  the  orders  issued  by  the  Fishery 
Inspectors  do  not  require  his  confirmation,  as  they 
possess  independent  statutory  powers.  Our  only  court 
of  appeal  is,  therefore,  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
somehow  fancy  that  they  will  decide  the  question  with- 
out. calling  to  their  aid  tho  gentleman  who  signed  him- 
self, in  your  iai-t  issue,  “ F.  M.  Leslie.”  I am  sorry  to 
have  dubbtd  him  “Col.,”  but  the  mistake  was  very 
pardonable,  because  every  other  man  you  meet  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bann  is  either  a colonel  or  a major, 
and  the  “other  man”  is  invariably  a captain  !—  I am, 
&o.,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  


THE  MINNOW  QUESTION. 

Sir,— May  an  outsider  be  permitted  to  interfere  in  the 
discussion  on  this  subject  ? The  effect  which  the  intro- 
duction of  minnows  has  I ad  on  a trout  stream  is  within 
my  own  knowledge,  and  a relation  of  the  facts  as 
bearing  on  the  point  at  issue  is  my  excuse  for  writing 
to  you,  and  may  be  interesting.  The  Nenagh  river 
(with  its  tributaries)  runs  through  North  Tipperary 
into  the  Shannon  at  Lough  Derg,  from  whence  the  breed 
of  trout  is  constantly  replenished,  and  given  fair  con- 
ditions, fish  should  be  both  numerous  and  good  in 
quality  in  this  river  ; such  is  not,  however,  the  case, 
and  I think  the  minnow  is  in  great  part  answerable 
for  it. 

Some  thirty  years  ago  minnow  was  unknown  in  this 
river  or  tributaries.  The  stickleback  (locally  “ bree- 
lteen  ’)  abounded,  as  did  also  the  “ colliagh  ” or  stone 
loach  and  gudgeon.  The  recollection  of  the  baskets  of 
fine  trout  then  to  be  had  in  every  part  with  little  trouble, 
“ makes  my  mouth  water”  in  these  days.  At  the  time 
I speak  of,  a new  line  of  railway  was  being  made 
to  Nenagh,  and  some  of  the  men  employed  in  its 
construction  brought  some  live  minnows  with  them  to 
use  as  bait,  and  liberated  some  dozens  of  them  into  the 
drains  adjoining  the  river.  Little  did  they  foresee  the 
result ! The  minnow  grew  and  multiplied  exceedingly, 
and  in  six  or  seven  years  spread  up  and  down  the  river, 
and  was  used  extensively  as  a spinning  bait  and  upon 
night  lines  with  deadly  effect.  The  colliagh  and  gudgeon 
were  previously  the  bait  used  for  large  trout,  salmon,  or 
pike.  Twenty  years  ago  trout  were  still  very  numerous 
of  a fine  average  weight,  21b.  and  31b.  being  quite 
common  in  the  deeper  stretches  and  mill  pools.  A 
summer  evening’s  fishing  was  a thing  to  remember,  and 
where  now  a trout  is  never  seen,  the  water  fairly  boiled 
with  rising,  fish  as  fly  came  down.  The  hatches  of 
natural  fly,  including  May-fly  in  season,  were  a sight  in 
themselves,  and  the  trout  were  free  risers. 

Now  for  the  result.  By  degrees  it  came  to  be  noticed 
that  loach  and  gudgeon  were  getting  very  scarce, 
though  not  used  as  much  as  formerly  for  bait  j 
trout  were  dwindling  away  in  size  and  numbers,  but 
the  minnow  over  ran  the  waters  in  a remarkable  degree, 
and  swarmed  in  millions  up  the  meadow  drains,  so  that 
the  stickleback  were  absolutely  exterminated.  For  the 
past  ten  years  no  loach  have  been  seen  in  this  river,  and 
gudgeon  are  so  few  as  not  to  be  noticeable,  so  that  pike 
anglers  now  use  small  trout  and  salmon  parr  as  bait, 
thus  further  reducing  the  stock  of  game  fish.  Even 
pike  have  vanished,  and  I know  stretches  of  deep  pools 
without  a tenant,  except  a migratory  fish  in  autumn, 
barring  the  millions  of  minnows  that  swarm  every- 
where. The  batches  of  natural  fly  are  much  diminished, 
and  the  May-fly  is  seen  very  rarely  on  the  river.  It 
wa,s  not  from  weed-cutting  or  dredging  the  fly  has  been 
reduced  though.  Trout  do  not  exist  in  stretch  after 
river  that  formerly  were  noted  for  them. 
My  explanation  of  all  this  deterioration  is  that 
the  minnow  is  a dreadful  glutton,  and  attacks  every 
eatable  thing.  I have  no  doubt  it  follows  and  destroys 
the  spawn  of  roach,  gudgeon,  trout,  and  every  fish. 
When  in  large  shoals,  as  with  us  here,  it  spreads  over 
the  surface  of  the  river  and  rises  at  every  natural  fly 
and  pulls  it  down.  it  scavenges  through  the  weeds  and 
mud  and  destroys  the  eggs  and  immature  fly  and  eats 
up  all  the  trout  food.  In  spring  time  I have  seen  count- 
loss  millions  of  minnows  working  up  stream  three  feet 
deep,  and  when  they  meet  the  helpless  little  alevins  off 
the  spawning  beds  make  short  work  of  them. 

I believe  the  roach  and  gudgeon  to  bo  a groat 
advantage  in  a stream,  as  they  do  not  molest  tho  spawn 
of  fish  or  the  fry,  and  do  not  go  to  the  surface,  like 


minnowH,  to  pick  off  the  fly  and  other  floating  food.  Tho 
trout  aro  driven  to  feed  below  whore  minnows  are 
Humorous  and  snatch  away  tbo  flics.  I do  not  think  a 
continual  diet  of  minnow  is  good  for  trout,  nor  are  trout 
satisfied  with  it  in  a wild  stato,  nor  will  trout  roinuin 
where  minnows  swarm  about  them. 

Tho  few  largo  trout  to  be  had  here,  where  tho 
minnow  is  tho  principal  food,  are  big-headed  lanky, 
flabby -fleshed  fish,  more  like  piko  than  trout.  Whereas 
tho  trout  in  tho  swift  shallow  streams  fairly  free  of 
minnow,  and  where  there  is  more  fly  food,  aro  pinker, 
plumper,  and  free  risers. 

I may  add  that  my  views  as  to  the  minnow’s  destruc- 
tive powers  are  shared  by  many,  if  not  most  of  the  local 
anglers,  and  we  would  be  only  too  happy  if  some  one 
would  suggest  a means  of  getting  rid  of  the  pest.  1 have 
been  often  tempted  when  tho  drains  were  full  of  thorn  in 
springtime  to  dose  them  with  chloride  of  lime,  and  I 
would  do  so,  but  am  afraid  the  poison  may  reach  the 
rivers. 

Would  perch,  if  introduced  into  the  deeper  slow  pools 
cut  down  the  minnow  ? I know  that  in  that  part  of  the 
river  adjoining  the  Shannon,  minnow  are  very  small  and 
few  in  number,  but  perch  are  present  there  and  take  the 
minnow  into  their  safe  keeping.  I have  never  seen 
minnows  in  Lough  Derg,  but  perch  are  plentiful  there. 
I say  positively,  keep  minnows  out  ■ f your  trout  streams, 
but  breed  loach  and  gudgeon  instead,  if  the  water  is 
suitable. — I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

“Oirmuhan.” 


WHEN  DO  BARBEL  SPAWN? 

Dear  Sir.  On  Nov.  25  I caught  a barbel  19in.  long, 
and  on  cutting  it  open  for  tbo  purpose  of  cleaning  it, 
preparatory  to  its  being  cooked,  I failed  to  discover  tho 
slightest  trace  of  roe  in  it  either  bard  or  soft.  Is  not 
this  a rather  unu»ual  circumstance  ? (I  moan  the  absence 
of  roe,  and  not  tho  preparing  for  table). — I am,  &e., 

H.  Tisby. 

[Barren  fish  are  not  vory  uncommon. — Ed.J 


CANNIBALISM  OF  FISH. 

Sir, — On  the  above  subject  a small  experience  of  my 
own  may  not  be  out  of  place  at  the  present  time.  Fish- 
ing in  the  Kiver  Rye,  in  Yorkshire,  some  twenty  years 
ago,  a friend  (with  whom  I was  fndiing alternate  streams) 
hooked  and  landed  a grayling  of  about  a pound 
weight,  spinning  the  natural  minnow.  The  fish  was 
fairly  hooked  in  the  month.  Going  slightly  further 
back,  I find  that  “Dame  Juliana  Berners.”  in  “A 
Treatyse  of  Fysshynge  wyth  an  Angle,”  published  in 
the  year  14%.  recommends  as  bait  for  carp  “the  redde 
worme  or  the  menow.”  No  doubt  the  latter  means 
minnow. — I am,  &c.,  Sl’MCED  JOINT. 

[We  have  often  published  accounts  of  grayling  taking 
minnows,  especially  the  natural  minnow  spun  Blowly. — 
Ed]  . ■ 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  BAITS.— THE  LIMPET. 

Sir, — Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  kindly  informs  us  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  17  that  he  has  marked 
“ limpets  ” on  the  rocks  between  St.  Leonards  and 
Hastings,  &e.  Also  that  it  must  not  be  supposed  that 
Patella  is  unable  to  move  about  within  certain  limits. 

Like  Mr.  Afla'o,  I have  marked  down  numbers  of  1 
limpets,  but  not  in  the  same  locality,  my  ground  being 
“Plymouth  breakwater.”  When  the  tide  has  been  very  j 
nearly  ebb  the  limpets  are  there  in  profusion,  and  very  j 
large,  and  the  majority  are  practically  immovable,  that  | 
is  with  a knife  ; they  appear  to  have  worn  the  rock 
away,  I presume,  by  suction,  many  of  which  are  so  deep  j 
in  these  holes  as  to  be  level  with  the  tops  of  the  shells,  ; 
and,  in  numerous  cases,  the  rock  is  above  the  shell’s 
level.  So  to  remove  them  from  their  homes  you  must 
use  a small  chisel  to  heave  or  detach  their  shell  from  it  s 
foundation,  which,  with  its  surrounding  wall  of  rock,  is 
not  easily  accomplished.  I cannot  say  that  I ever  saw 
a limpet  moving,  that  is,  travelling.  I have  frequently 
seen  them  lift  their  shell  slightly  upwards  one  end.  and 
two  small  horns  appear.  What  I should  like  to  know 
is  how  long  it  takes  these  limpets  to  form  these  holes  ? — 
they  are  not  chance  holes.  Each  hole  fits  each  she^. 
exactly,  their  limits  appear  to  be  the  hole  and  nothing 
further, — Yours,  &c.,  Frank  Gosden. 


A FISH  DESTROYER. 

Sir, — Reading  different  accounts  of  food  for  trout 
in  your  paper,  I should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents could  give  me  any  information  about  the 
fresn-water  scorpion — the  only  name  I know  it  by — as  to 
the  destruction  it  causes,  as  in  my  case.  Knowing  that 
fresh-water  shrimps  make  good  food  for  trout,  I make  it 
my  business  occasionally  to  explore  different  rivulets 
and  brooks  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  them.  Early  ! 
this  summer  I came  across  a brook  that  contained  them. 
Of  course,  pleased  enough,  I took  as  many  as  I could  in 
my  carrier,  and  turned  them  into  a large  tank  40ft. 
long,  with  hides  for  the  young  trout,  which  comprised 
Loch  Leven,  common,  and  American  brook  trout,  think- 
ing it  would  be  a fine  time  for  them,  and  eventually 
it  must  have  been.  Some  time  afterwards  I thought 
the  trout  were  getting  scarce,  so  I said  to  the  man, 
Have  you  taken  any  of  the  youngsters  out  ? Of  course 
he  said  “ No,”  and  at  the  same  moment  I discovered  an 
animal  in  the  form  of  a shrimp,  but  tail  up,  bone  a 
fish  between  the  shoulders,  the  same  as  a dog  would  a 
rat.  I watched  its  movements,  and  there  it  sucked 
away  at  the  fish  until  nothing  but  the  skin  was  left. 
Seeing  this,  it  struck  me  we  had  unwelcome  visitors  in 
the  tank. 

I ordered  the  man  at  once  to  run  off  the  water,  which 
he  did,  and,  to  my  horror,  instead  of  finding,  I should 
say,  about  500  baby  trout,  I found  they  had  dwindled 
down  to  forty-five,  and  to  accompany  them  were,  instead 
of  young  fresh-water  shrimps,  as  when  put  in,  thirty- 
seven  water-scorpions — fat  and  as  large  as  an  ordinary 
shrimp,  such  a venomous-looking  reptile  I never  saw.  I 
afterwards  made  inquiries  about  the  same,  which  I was 
told  to  be  the  larval  of  the  fish-eating  beetle,  an  aquatic 
beetle  with  a silver  tip  on  its  tail.  If  these  things  are 
common  in  our  waters,  which  I hope  they  are  not,  for 
the  destruction  they  are  able  to  do  with  young  fry,  that, 
with  my  experience,  will  take  a little  blame  off  the 
perch,  pope,  carp,  tench,  minnow,  miller’s  thumb,  jaok, 
and  larger  cannibal  parents  of  the  salmonidw  family. 
Being  always  interested  in  the  natural  history  of  aquatic 
insects  and  fish  I should  feel  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  mo  some  further  information  con- 
cerning this  destructive  larva)  species. — I am,  sir,  yours 
truly,  E.  H.  F. 

[The  larvne  of  dytiscus  and  other  water  beetles  aro 
great  enemies  of  fish  life  in  its  early  stages. — Ed.] 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER  FISHERIES 
ACTS,  1861  to  1892. 

Certificate  of  Formation  of  the  Cuckmere 
Fishery  District. 

The  Board  of  Trade,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Acts,  1801  to  1892,  anil  otherwise,  do  hereby 
form  into  a fishery  district  the  River  Cuckmere  as  here- 
inafter defined,  that  is  to  say,  so  much  of  the  sea 
coast  and  sea,  and  of  all  estuaries,  rivers,  streams, 
drains,  channels,  dykes,  cuts,  canals,  lakes,  water 
courses,  and  water-  as  lies  within  the  following 
boundary,  viz.,  a line  commencing  at  the  site  of 
the  Si  nal  House,  on  the  summit  of  Signal  House  Hill, 
near  Seaford,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  thence  drawn 
along  the  natural  watershed  of  the  River  Ouse  to  the 
point  near  Cross-in-Hand  in  the  said  county,  whence 
the  same  meets  the  natural  watershed  of  the  River 
Rother,  thence  continued  in  an  easterly  and  south- 
easterly direction  along  such  last-mentioned  watershed 
to  the  point  near  Battle,  where  it  meets  the  high  road 
leading  to  Ore,  both  in  the  said  county,  thence  along 
such  high  road  until  it  reaches  Christ  Church,  thence 
along  the  high  road  leading  to  Fairlight,  until  it  reaches 
St.  Andrew’s  Church  in  the  parish  of  Fairlight,  in  the 
said  county,  thence  straight  to  the  flag-staff  of  the 
Coastguard  Station  at  Fairlight,  thence  true  south  until 
it  reaches  the  seaward  boundary  of  the  waters  within 
which  Her  Majesty’s  subjects  have  by  international  law 
the  exclusive  right  of  fishing,  thence  along  such  boundary 
until  it  reaches  a line  drawn  true  south  south-west  from  the 
site  of  the  Signal  House  on  the  summit  of  Signal  House- 
hill,  near  Seaford,  aforesaid,  and  thence  along  such  line 
to  the  said  site  where  it  began — such  boundary  being 
more  particularly  shown  on  a map  marked  S.  2,139  1894, 
and  deposited  herewith  with  the  clerk  of  the  County 
Council  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  Sussex. 

And  the  Board  of  Trade  do  hereby  declare  and  certify 
that  for  the  purposes  of  the  above-mentioned  Acts  the 
limits  of  the  said  river  and  of  the  fishery  district  hereby 
formed  shall  include  the  aforesaid  river  as  above 
described  and  defined. 

Signed  and  sealed  by  order  of  the  said  Board  of  Trade, 
this  sixteenth  day  of  November,  1894. 

(Sd.)  A.  D.  Berrington,  an  Assistant-Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade. 


NETS— INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me 
what  is  tho  right  size  of  mesh  for  a sea  trout  net ; or,  in 
other  words,  what  is  tho  correct  size  of  scale  upon  which 
to  work  a soa  trout  not,  and  which  is  the  host  place  to 
buy  tho  twine  to  make  it  with  ? ” — I am,  yours  truly, 

“ Green  Mantle.” 


Inspector  : “ Who  drove  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt? 
You,  little  boy,  in  the  corner.”  Little  boy  in  the  corner 
trembling  all  over  with  fright : “ I — I never,  I only  came 
came  from  the  country  last  week.” 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  8th,  1894. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  AND  TROUT. 
WHAT  ARE  THEY? 

(A  Lecture  Delivered  before  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  on  Dec.  3,  by  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
M.B.,  M.R.C.S.)  

SYNOPSIS. 

Part  I. 

Proposition  I. — That  the  present  classification  of 
the  British  salmonidcB  is  cumbrous,  inoorrect,  and  un- 
scientific. 

1.  History  of  past  classification. 

2.  Present  classification  with  definition.  Eleven 
British  species. 

(a)  Consideration  of  the  data  on  which  it  rests. 
Variable  and  constant  characters. 

(b)  Why  constant  characters,  only,  are  to  be  taken 
as  marks  of  species  ? 

(c)  The  claims  of  these  constant  characters  disoussed 

and  disallowed. 

Gentlemen, 

How  often  has  this  question  been  asked  and 
confidently  answered,  only  to  let  us  see  a few 
years  or  even  months  render  the  definitions 
absurd  and  prove  the  answers  erroneous.  I may 
say  that  this  section  of  ichthyology  has  been  more 


investigated,  written  about,  and  discussed  than  : 
all  the  others  put  together,  and  the  result,  so  far, 
has  been  to  make  confusion  worse  confounded. 

I appear  before  you  this  evening  with  just 
trepidation,  for  there  are  many  present  more  fitted 
by  training  and  experience  than  I to  deal  with  my 
subject  in  a masterly  and  finished  style,  which  I, 
alas  ! do  not  possess.  But  I am  not  here  merely 
to  review  the  triumphs  of  the  past,  but  also  to 
examine  as  to  their  scientific  soundness  in  the 
light  of  modern  research,  and  to  call  your  earnest 
attention  to  the  possibilities  that  lie  before  us. 
If,  during  the  course  of  my  paper,  I seem  to  criti- 
cise mainly  one  distinguished  scientist,  remember 
I am  obliged  by  the  present  state  of  affairs  to  do 
so,  as  his  work  is  the  basis  on  which  the  classifica- 
tion of  the  present  day  stands. 

If  my  time  had  been  unlimited  I should  have 
liked  to  review  the  classification  of  the  whole 
Salmonidse,  which  in  the  corresponding  genera 
bears  out  my  views,  but  to-night  I must  confine 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  British  species  of 
the  genus  Salmo.  The  first  portion  of  my  paper 
will  be  devoted  to  trying  to  prove  the  following 
proposition : 

“ That  the  present  classification  of  the  British 
Salmonidse  is  cumbrous,  incorrect,  and  unscien- 
tific.” Now,  in  order  that  we  may  understand 
the  methods  of  the  present  system  of  classifica- 
tion, let  us  take  a brief  glance  at  those  of  the  past. 

The  first  classification  worth  noting  is  that  of 
Willoughby  in  1680.  He  divided  Britieh  speci- 
mens into — (1)  salmon  ; (2)  salmulus,  or  parr  ; 

(2)  the  gray  trout  ; (4)  the  scurf  or  bull  trout ; 
(5)  Trutta  fluviatilis  or  brown  trout. 

Pennant  in  1776  added  to  these  the  white 
salmon. 

Donovan  in  1802-8,  divided  them  into  (1)  The 
salmon  (S.  Salar );  (2)  The  sew  in  (S.  Cambricus) ; 

(3)  The  trout  (S.  Fario). 

Parnell  in  1838  gives  (1)  Salmon;  (2)  Bull 
trout ; (3)  Salmon  trout ; (4)  The  “ Parr” ; (5)  The 
common  trout ; (6)  The  Loch  Leven  trout. 

Shaw  in  1836-37-39  gave  to  the  world  certain 
papers  embodying  his  researches  into  the  life 
history  of  the  parr,  then  classed  as  a distinct 
member  of  the  Salmonidu - by  Ray  under  the  title 
S.  Salmulus.  He  distinctly  proved  by  experiment 
that  the  parr  was  the  young  of  S.  Salar, 
or  rather,  that  S.  Sxlar  passed  through  a parr 
stage.  His  evidence  was  magnificent  and  yet  it 
was  not  believed. 

Yarrell  in  1841  was  still  doubtful  and  was  only 
half  convinced. 

In  1854  Mr.  Buist  settled  the  matter  from  the 
Stewartfield  breeding  ponds.  Even  then 
Russell  in  1864  said : “ Even  if  after  the  experi- 
ments and  the  most  ample  demonstration,  there 
are  still  to  be  seen  a number  of  people  who, 
instead  of  having  been  convinced,  have  only  been 
enraged.”  (“The  Salmon,”  p.  33.) 

Couch  again  in  1865  tried  to  revive  the  idea 
that  the  salmon  parr  was  a distinct  species,  but 
facts  were  against  him. 


tion  of  the  genus  Salmo  into  eleven  distinct 
species,  viz. : 

1.  The  salmon  (S.  salar). 

2.  The  salmon  trout  or  sea  trout  (S.  trutta). 

3.  The  sewin  (S.  cambricus). 

4.  The  common  river  trout  {S.  fario),  which 
he  subdivides  into  two  varieties. 

5.  A migratory  species  from  the  Forth, 
Tweed.  &c.  (S  brachypoma). 

6.  The  Galway  sea  trout  (S',  cjallivensis). 

7.  A non  migratory  trout  from  Lough  Stennis 
in  Orkney  (S  orcadensis). 

8.  The  great  lake  trout  (S.ferox). 

9.  The  gillaroo  ( S . stomachicus). 

10.  The  Welsh  mountain  trout  (S.  nigripinius). 

11.  The  Loch  Leven  trout  ( S . levenensis). 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  is  the  classification  of 

the  British  Salmonidse  as  it  at  present  stands 
and  has  stood  since  1867. 

Its  defects  have  been  seen  by  many,  including 
its  own  author.  He  says,  “ One  is  much  tempted 
to  ask  whether  we  have  not  to  deal  with  a family, 
which,  being  one  of  the  most  recent  creation,  is 
composed  of  forms  not  specifically  differentiated.” 
(Gunther,  Preface,  British  Museum  Catalogue, 
vol.  vi.,  1866.) 

Let  us  then  see  on  what  grounds  Dr.  Giinther 
has  divided  ' the  Salmonidse  into  species.  He 
says : — 

“ Whenever  the  zoologist  observes  two  forms 
distinguished  by  peculiarities  of  organisation 
such  as  cannot  be  conceived  to  be  the  effects  of 
an  external  or  internal  cause,  disappearing  with 
the  disappearance  of  that  cause,  and  which  forms 
have  been  propagated,  and  are  being  propagated 
uniformly  through  all  the  generations  within  the 
limits  of  our  observation,  and  are  yet  most 
probably  to  be  propagated  during  the  existence 
of  mankind,  he  is  obliged  to  describe  these  forms 
as  distinct,  and  they  will  commonly  be  called 
species.” 

Now  I take  this  definition  as  my  text,  and  the 
first  portion  I draw  your  attention  to  is  “ Two 
forms  distinguished  by  peculiarities  of  organisa- 
tion.” 

Let  us,  in  the  first  place,  see  what  these 
peculiarities  of  organisation  are.  Dr.  Giinther 
gives  certain  characters  seriatim,  and  divides 
them  into  two  great  groups — variable  and 
constant. 

The  variable  I will  briefly  enumerate,  as  it  is 
unnecessary  to  discuss  them,  variation  being 
undoubtedly  due  to  “ the  effect  of  an  external 
or  internal  cause,  disappearing  with  the  dis- 
appearance of  that  cause,”  and  hence  cannot  be 
taken  as  a mark  of  species. 

They  are — 

Colour,  size,  proportions  of  various  parts  of 
the  body,  fins,  condition  of  skin. 

The  constant  characters  are  those  which  alone 
can  be  taken  as  marks  of  species.  We  will 
enumerate  them,  and  then  examine  them  one  by 
one,  to  see  how  far  they  come  up  to  the  standard 
of  “peculiarities.” 


Scientific  Name. 

Common 

Name. 

Lat. 

Line. 

Lat.  Line  to 
Dors.  Adip. 

Vertebrae. 

Caec.  Pyl. 

S.  Salar  

Salmon  . . 

120 

22-26 

11-12 

59 

53-77 

B.M.C. 

S.  Trutta  

Sea  Trout 

129 

24-26 

14-15 

59-60 

49-61  (rarely 

B.M.C. 

less) 

B.M.C. 

S.  Cambricus  ... 

Sewin  

120-125 

27 

15-16 

59 

39-47  (rarely 

more) 

S-  Fario  7 

Var.Ausonii...  j 

River  Trout 

120 

26 

16 

57-58 

38-47  (-51) 

B.M.C. 

Var.  Gaimardii... 

River  Trout 

120 

27 

15 

59-60 

33-46 

B.M.C.  . 

S.  Brachypoma... 

118-128 

27 

59 

45-47 

Spoken  of  as  Bull 
Trout  by  Gunther* 

B M.C. 

S.  Ferox  

Great  Lake 

• 

Trout  . . . 

125 

26 

58-59 

44-49 

B.M.C. 

S.  Levenensis  ... 

Loch  Leven 

Trout  ... 

118 

28 

59 

60-80 

B M.C. 

S.  Hardinii  

Land  - l’ked 

Salmon... 

122 

22 

13 

59 

55 

(C.P.  Recorded  by 

S.  Venernensis  ... 

Ditto  Sea 

Day)  BMC. 

Trout 

120 

28 

14 

59 

59,  61,  62 

B.M.C. 

S.  Fario  (N.Z.)... 

Slob  Trout 

120 

25 

12 

Gallery,  British 

Museum. 

Explanation  : “ B.M.C.”  refers  to  British  Museum  Catalogue. 


Giinther,  in  1867,  in  vol.  vi.  British  Museum 
Catalogue,  gives  officially  his  classification  of  the 
Salmonidse.  He  divides  the  British  representa- 


They  are — 

(1)  Form  of  the  preeoperculum. 

(2)  Width  and  strength  of  maxillary  bone. 
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difference  in  ago  between  two  fish  of  the  same 
weight,  and  partly,  as  to  the  cause  so  well  put  by 
Dr.  Gunther,  on  page  634  of  the  “Study  of 
Fishes,”  “ And  if  this  development  of  the  front 
part  of  the  head  happens  to  be  going  on  while 
tho  individual  is  able  to  obtain  only  a scanty 

Fio.  2. 

From  “ British  Salmonidio,”  by  Francis  D»y. 


Opercula  of  New  Zealand  Trout  bred  from 
WindruBh  Ova. 


Opercula  of  Windrush  Trout. 

supply  of  food,  the  usual  proportions  of  the  head 
and  trunk  are  so  altered  that  the  species  is 
difficult  to  recognise.”  This  being  so,  I think 
the  strength  of  the  maxillfe  must  be  excluded 
from  the  list  of  constant  characters,  as  it  is  not 
one  of  the  peculiarities  of  organisation  such  as 

Fig.  3. 

Praeopercula. 


especially  in  the  human  species.  Let  us  put  it 
shortly.  Size  of  teeth,  size  of  jaw  bones,  develop- 
ment of  head,  due  to  age,  sex,  and  scarcity  or 
abundance  of  food. 

More  external  and  internal  causes.  Note  also 
comparison  of  teeth  of  parr  and  smolt  later. 

Now  we  come  to  a more  important  division. 

4.  The  (a)  Arrangement,  and  (b)  Permanence 
and  Deciduousness  of  the  Vomerine  Teeth. 

(a)  The  Arrangement : — In  the  parr  of  the 
salmon,  sea  trout,  and  trout  the  arrangement  of 
the  vomerine  teeth  is  identical. 

I will  not  quote  from  Gunther,  Day,  &c.,  to 
to  prove  this.  Look  for  yourselves  ; sometimes 
certainly  there  may  be  one  longitudnal  row,  and 
sometimes  two,  but  this  is  easily  explained.  I 
here  give  the  typical  double  row  arrangements, 
and  show  how  it  blends  into  one. 

They  all  start  as  two  rows,  but  some  are  com- 
pressed into  one  sooner  than  others.  So  much 
for  arrangement. 

Now,  as  to  permanence  and  deciduousness. 

Firstly,  I will  describe  the  so-called  typical 
dentitions. 

Salmon,  adult,  one  or  more  of  longitudinal  row. 

Sea  trout,  three  or  four  of  longitudinal  row. 

Brown  trout,  two  to  four  at  head  of  transverse 
row,  and  single  or  double  longitudinal  row. 

Now  these  arrangements  are  very  nice  if  they 
were  constant.  I have  on  the  table  examples 
of  variation,  and  later  on  I shall  have  occasion  to 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  New  Zealand 
and  Tasmanian  brown  trout  are  taking  on  the 
dentition  of  the  sea  trout  and  salmon.  (See  Fig.  4.) 
That  this  character  is  not  constant  is  also  shown 
by  tie  following  quotation  from  the  British 
Museum  Catalogue : — 

“ Frequent  irregularities  occur  which  render 
the  character  vague  and  even  unsafe,  so  that 
some  zoologists  have  rejected  it  entirely  as  un- 
reliable.” 

What  can  be  the  cause  of  frequent  irregularities 
in  a constant  character?  Are  they  caused,  by 
any  chance,  by  some  “ external  cause,  disappear- 
ing with  the  disappearance  of  that  cause.”  If  so, 

. that  character  can  no  longer  be  included  as  a 
mark  of  species.  I hope  to  be  able  later  to  offer 
some  explanation  of  these  irregularities. 

(To  be  continued.) 


(3)  Tho  sizo  of  tho  tcoth,  thoso  of  tho  maxillary 
bone  excepted. 

(4)  Tho  arrangement  and  tho  permanence  or 
deciduousnoss  of  tho  vomerine  teeth. 

(5)  Tho  form  of  the  caudal  fin  in  specimens  of 
a given  size,  ago,  and  sexual  development. 

(6)  A great  development  of  tho  pectoral  fins 
when  constant  in  individuals  from  the  same 
locality. 

(7)  Tho  sizo  of  tho  scales  as  indicated  by  tho 
number  of  the  transverse  rows  above  the  lateral 
line;  one  of  tho  most  constant  characters. 

(8)  The  numbor  of  vertebra'. 

(9)  Tho  number  of  pyloric  appendages. 

We  will  carefully  dicuss  differences  1,  2,  3,  4, 
7,  8,  and  9.  Nos.  5 and  6,  you  will  observe,  are 
only  given  as  constant  characters  within  limits. 
We  will  examine  in  due  place  as  to  the  value  of 
these  limits. 

No.  1.  Tho  Form  of  tho  Pnooperculum  : — To 
those  of  you  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
osteology  of  the  fish  I may  say  that  the  gill  cover 
is  divided  into  four  bones : (1)  The  operculum, 
which  is  the  expanded  hindmost  plate  ; next  (2) 
the  sub-oporculum,  which  prolongs  the  gill-cover 
downwards;  thirdly,  (3)  the  inter-operculum, 
which  prolong  the  sub-opercle  forwards  ; and  last 
(4)  the  pncoperculum,  which  runs  longitudinally 
downwards,  superficially  and  anteriorly  to  the 
other  bones.  Now,  it  is  with  this  praaopercle 
that  we  have  to  do.  The  shape  of  it  is  given  as 
marking  the  species  in  the  Salmonidte. 

Gentlemen,  I may  say  here  that  for  the  pur- 
poses of  discussion  I have  limited  myself  to  three 
so-called  species,  viz.,  8.  salar,  8.  trutta,  and  S. 
fario,  as  the  enumeration  of  the  other  species 
would  render  my  paper  too  long. 

Now  let  us  see  how  the  shape  of  the  preeoper- 
culum  marks  the  species  : 

S.  salar. — “ Prmoperculum,  with  a distinct 
lower  limb,  and  with  the  angle  rounded.” 

8.  trutta.~-“  Prasoperculum,  with  a distinct 
lower  limb,  with  the  angle  rounded.” 

S.  fario  var  ansonii. — “ Praeoperculum,  with 
a not  very  indistinct  but  very  oblique  lower 

Var  gaimardii. — “With  a very  indistinct  lower 
limb.” 

Now  this  seems  an  excellent  constant  character. 

Now  note  what  is  said  on  page  635  “ Study  of 
Fishes.”  “ In  young  specimens  of  all  Salmonidoe 
the  prasoperculum  has  a very  short  lower  limb  ; 
but  whilst  in  some  species  it  lengthens  with 
age,  its  development  in  a horizontal  direction  is 
arrested  in  others.” 

Gentlemen,  you  note  that  in  the  young  of  the 
Salmonidce  this  constant  character  is  absent. 

At  what  age,  then,  do  they  acquire  it  ? I have 
here  a specimen  of  the  dentition  and  praeopercula 
from  a trout  which  I captured  this  summer  in  the 
mill-pool  at  Newbury.  It  has  the  dentition  given 
as  that  of  the  brown  trout,  and  one  prasoperculum 
is  that  of  S.  fario  var  ansonii  and  the  other  that 
of  S.  salar.  And,  gentlemen,  this  is  not  an 
isolated  instance ; on  the  contrary,  look  for  your- 
selves, and  you  will  find  more  curious  varieties 
than  these  in  the  development  of  this  constant 
character. 

For  instances  of  differences  in  the  shape  of  the 
gill  cover  see  “ Day’s  British  Salmonidse,”  figures 
13,  14,  18,  19,  22,  38,  39,  40,  and  compare  them 
with  the  type  figures  in  the  British  Museum 
Catal  Pisces,  vol.  6,  pages  24,  35,  87,  &c.,  and 
“ Study  of  Fishes,”  page  635,  and  you  will  allow 
that  this  character  must  be  removed  from  amongst 
the  constant  and  relegated  to  the  limbo  of  the 
variable,  and  hence  can  no  longer  be  a mark  of 
species.  It  is  not  one  of  the  “ peculiarities  of 
organisation,  such  as  cannot  be  conceived  to  be 
the  effects  of  an  external  or  internal  cause.”  F. 
Day  has  proved  that  anything  that  alters  the 
growth-rate  of  the  fish  will  interfere  with  the 
shape  of  the  prmopercle.  (See  Fig.  2.) 

Now  as  to  the  next  constant  character. 

2.  The  Width  and  Strength  of  the  Maxillary 
Bone : — This  is  presumably  in  specimens  of  the 
same  weight.  Now  compare,  if  you  please,  these 
two  Specimens  of  the  jaw-bones  of  the  trout  41b. 
and  salmon  5^lb.,  and  you  will  at  once  see  that  it  is 
not  merely  the  maxillary  bones,  but  all  the  jaw- 
bones are  stouter  and  stronger  and  of  more 
dense  bone  in  tho  trout  than  in  the  salmon.  But 
you  will  ask  “What  does  this  prove?”  Merely 
that  the  jaw  disproportion  is  only  that  of  the 
whole  head  to  .tfie  body,  and  is  dqo  partly  to  tho 


Purchased  August,  Left  and  right,  from  same 

1894.  specimen. 

R.  Kennett,  June  3,  1894. 


cannot  be  conceived  to  be  the  effects  of  an 
external  or  internal  cause  (food  being  an  external 
cause),  and  therefore  cannot  be  a mark  of  species. 

The  next  is : 

3.  The  Size  of  the  Teeth  with  the  exception  of 
those  on  the  Maxillary  Bone : — This  I find  enurne- 


Fig.  4. 

From  “ British  Salmonidas,”  by  Francis  Day. 


Vomerine  teoth  of  S.  fario. 

1 and  2 English.  3 and  4 New  Zealand. 


rated,  but  cannot  find  that  it  is  ever  used  to 
determine  species  even  in  tho  British  Museum 
Catalogue.  We  are  all  aware  that  not  only  ihi 
jaws  but  also  the  teeth  vary  in  size  in  animals  of 
the  same  species  under  certain  conditions,  and 
that  tho  sjzo  oj:  the  teeth  varies  with  the  jaw, 


NOTES  FROM  BRITTANY. 

By  Mrs.  Arthur  Bell  (N.  D’Anvers). 

(Continued  from,  page  528.) 

The  habit  of  doing  everything  in  the  open  air, 
which  is  so  usual  in  France,  leads  to  many 
amusing  episodes.  Wide  as  is  the  street  opposite 
our  windows,  vehicular  traffic  is  often  almost  sus- 
pended by  the  unloading  of  hay  carts,  the  chop- 
ping of  wood,  or  the  flitting  of  some  family.  You 
seldom  see  any  coal,  everyone  seems  to  burn  wood 
or  charcoal,  and  loads  of  rough  timber  are 
deposited  in  the  street  opposite  the  door  of  the 
purchaser.  The  next  morning  the  woodcutters 
appear  and  set  to  work,  some  sawing,  others 
chopping  the  wood,  the  people  passing  pausing 
to  look  on  and  chat. 

Even  more  picturesque  than  the  wood-chopping 
is  the  unloading  of  the  bay.  A baker  in  the  little 
street  under  our  salle  a manger  windows 
bought  a load  the  other  day,  and  the  long, 
narrow  cart,  so  laden  that  only  the  nose  of  the 
horse  was  visible,  filled  up  the  entire  roadway. 
The  driver  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  hay  and 
proceeded  to  fling  it  down  from  the  top  with  a 
long  pitchfork.  A collection  of  skipping-ropes 
was  brought  out  by  the  baker  and  his  wife,  the 
grandmother — a dear  old  dame  in  a charming 
costume,  black  dress  with  sleeves  slashed  with 
white,  and  white  handkerchief  tastily  folded 
about  her  head,  with  a bunch  of  black  ribbons  at 
the  top — joined  them  with  a bill-hook,  and  the 
clearing  away  began.  Grannie  and  the  mother 
spread  the  hay  on  the  skipping-ropes,  and  the 
father  tied  it  up  and  walked  off  with  it  on  his 
back.  But  this  process  soon  turned  out  too  slow, 
for  the  carter  flung  the  hay  down  with  lightning 
speed,  and  the  scent  and  the  shouts  of  course 
soon  attracted  a crowd  of  children  in  blouses, 
who  tumbled  about  and  pelted  each  other  in  a 
perfect  abandonment  of  glee.  Then  the  old 
grandmother  rose  to  the  occasion  with  her  bill- 
hook, which  she  wiolded  like  a scimitar;  she 
slushed  about  her,  collecting  a great,  pile  of  hay, 
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picked  it  up,  carried  it  indoors,  and  the  nest 
moment  returned  for  a fresh  supply.  Every 
now  and  then  a cart  or  carriage  appeared  at  one 
end  or  the  other  of  the  street,  which  is  one  of  the 
main  thoroughfares  of  the  town,  but  the  carter 
waved  away  the  driver  with  an  imperious  gesture, 
and  he  meekly  obeyed  the  mandate. 

You  must  not  think  you  know  Dinan  till  you 
have  wandered  about  the  various  markets  held 
on  Thursdays.  I do  nearly  all  my  own  shopping 
here,  and  am  on  very  good  terms  with  the  various 
market-women  to  whom  I go.  When  the  first 
Thursday  came  I went,  as  usual,  to  the  fish- 
market,  where  I daily  buy  a good  basket  of 
mackerel,  plaice,  dabs,  or  red  mullets  for  about 
a franc,  but  I could  scarcely  reach  my  stall  for 
the  crush  of  peasants  unpacking  the  harvest  of 
the  sea.  No  doubt  about  that  harvest  having 
been  freshly  gathered  in,  for  it  was  wriggling 
about  on  every  side.  Here  a woman  thrust  a 
handful  of  living  eels  almost  into  my  face ; there 
a big  fisherman  advanced  upon  me  holding 
out  huge  lobsters  which  stretched  forth  their 
nippers  ready  to  annex  a finger  of  the  un- 
vary; here  flapped  soles  and  plaice;  there 
floundered  a great  skate,  objecting  strongly 
to  being  handled  in  his  death  throes,  whilst 
hundreds  of  little  living  crabs  tumbled  about  in 
big  baskets  till  they  were  carried  oft'  in  handfuls 
by  eager  purchasers.  I found  it  desirable  to 
keep  the  basket  containing  my  fish  well  apart 
from  the  one  full  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  lest  the 
former  should  prey  upon  the  latter.  As  usual, 
my  fish  woman  had  an  offering  ready  for  my 
little  daughter,  for  having  once  seen  la  petite,  she 
always  adds  a bonne  bouche  for  her  to  my  basket, 
but  I had  to  decline  it  this  time,  for  even  I could 
not  carry  sprightly  eels  in  a bit  of  paper. 

From  the  fish  market  I wended  my  way  to  the 
poultry  market,  where  living  cocks  and  hens  were 
being  sold  by  weight  in  mighty  scales,  and  women 
were  going  about  literally  draped  in  fluttering 
poultry,  two  or  three  pairs  of  fowls  hanging 
round  their  necks,  others  on  their  arms,  others 
round  their  waists,  whilst  in  the  corners  of  the 
building  where  hundreds  of  ducks,  hens,  and 
cocks  protesting  vigorously  against  their  deten- 
tion. On  the  Place  du  Champs,  on  the  other 
hand,  a very  mixed  and  general  market  was 
being  held.  Remembering  the  Saturday  market 
at  Honfleur,  I had  hoped  to  secure  many 
country  dainties,  such  as  cream  cheeses  and 
fresh  butter,  but  I was  disappointed  from 
the  practical  point  of  view,  though  the  scene 
was  most  picturesque  and  amusing.  Living 
cattle  were  the  only  merchandise  of  any  real  value, 
and  some  five  or  six  hundred  milch  cows  were 
tethered  to  rings  in  the  low  wall  running  round 
the  place,  many  of  them  with  their  calves  lying 
beside  them,  with  their  four  feet  tied  tightly 
together,  bellowing  plaintively  as  they  tried  in 
vain  to  ease  their  uncomfortable  positions.  Some 
years  ago  the  English  here  protested  so  vigorously 
against  the  cruel  mode  of  tying  the  legs  of  calves, 
and  packing  them  one  on  the  top  of  another  in 
carts,  that  the  Maj  or  passed  a bye-law  forbidding 
the  practice  under  pain  of  a fine.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  custom  is  too  strong  here  for  it  to 
be  broken  through.  “ Fine  us  if  you  like,”  said 
the  owners  of  the  calves,  “but  tie  their  legs  we 
will,  for  did  not  our  fathers  and  our  fathers’ 
fathers  do  so  before  us  ? ” 

The  centre  of  the  market  was  occupied  by  piles 
containing  thousands  upon  thousands  of  young 
beetroots,  only  a very  few  of  which  were  sold, 
and  round  about  this  green  nucleus  were 
ranged  row  after  row  of  booths  set  out  with  the 
most  marvellous  collection  of  rubbish  I ever  saw 
any  where.  No  pen  could  do  justice  to  the 
pathos,  the  comedy  of  the  eager  groups  of  buyers 
and  sellers,  the  former  so  critical,  the  latter  so 
imbued  with  belief  in  the  value  of  the  wares  they 
had  brought  from  so  far  away,  and  packed  with 
such  tender  care.  I wandered  round  and  round, 
anxious  to  spend  a few  francs  for  . the  good  of 
those  who  had  toiled  so  long  and  as  yet  earned 
so  little ; but  what  could  I do  with  second-hand 
hats  and  dress  trimmings,  cheap  cutlery,  damaged 
saucepans  or  pottery  of  the  very  commonest  and 
ugliest  description  ? A rosary,  a pair  of  slippers, 
a knife  were  all  I could  pick  out  worth  packing 
up  ; but  presently  I spied  an  old  man  sitting  on 
the  wall  busily  cutting  out  letters  from  bits  of 
zinc.  I asked  him  what  he  was  doing,  and  he 
told  me  he  was  making  letters  for  marking  linen. 


For  four  sous  I could  have  two  letters  and  plenty 
of  indelible  red  ink.  He  showed  me  his  stock-in- 
trade  : a few  bits  of  old  wood  on  which  to  mount 
the  letters,  a few  scraps  of  old  zinc,  a pair  of 
tweezers,  and  a file.  I did  that  old  man  a good 
turn,  for  I sat  and  watched  him  work.  In  Dinan 
if  one  person  begins  to  watch  anything  going  on 
a crowd  will  soon  collect.  It  was  so  now ; when 
I had  bought  my  letters  and  my  pennyworth  of 
ink  my  old  man  was  quite  a centre  of  attraction, 
and  as  the  day  wore  on  I noted  that  his  business 
was  fairly  brisk. 

Attracted  by  a great  noise  in  the  corner  of  the 
place,  I went  to  see  what  the  matter  was,  and, 
making  my  way  through  a dense  crowd  of  gaping 
persons,  I came  upon  a gorgeous  chariot,  on 
which  were  perched  a boy  and  girl  in  fantastic 
array,  beating  drums,  whilst  on  thebox  stoodared- 
faced  man  in  scarlet  coat  and  black  trousers,  with 
a porcupine  quill  stuck  through  his  nostrils,  and 
wearing  a nose  ring  and  large  earrings.  He  was 
a vendor  of  quack  medicines  and  external 
remedies  for  rheumatism  and  headaches.  He 
had  with  him  a great  book  full  of  very  realistic 
pictures  of  the  human  frame,  minus  its  clothing 
of  flesh. 

“ You  suffer  here,”  he  cried,  pointing  to  an 
arm ; “ well,  that  is  because  of  all  these  nerves  ; 
see  how  they  run  all  over  you,  taking  the  pain 
with  them.  Well,  take  some  of  my  medicine  or 
rub  in  some  of  my  ointment,  and  you  will  never 
suffer  more.  Only  10  sous  a bottle.” 

There  was  a pause.  The  gaping  peasants,  who 
had  been  drinking  in  every  word  with  child-like 
belief,  shook  their  heads.  Ten  sous  for  a bottle 
of  medicine  was  more  than  they  could,  any  of 
them,  afford. 

“ Well,  then,  for  5 sous  you  can  have  a little 
applied  here,  and  sow.  What ! Then  is  5 sous 
too  much  ? Ah,  bah  ! For  3 sous,  then  ? Come 
all  who  suffer,  come  and  be  healed  ! ” 

This  last  appeal  was  effectual.  A poor  old 
peasant,  who  must  have  been  near  seventy, 
elbowed  his  way  to  the  steps  of  the  chariot.  He 
was  helped  on  to  the  wheel,  bared  his  head, 
explained  how  he  suffered  with  pain  in  it ; his 
forehead  was  bathed,  he  paid  his  sous,  and 
retired  with  a sweet,  pathetic  smile  on  his 
wrinkled  face.  Let  us  hope  his  simple  faith  has 
made  him  whole.  As  soon  as  the  patient  had 
retired  the  drums  were  triumphantly  beaten, 
with  a view  perhaps  to  counteracting  a too  rapid 
cure,  and  the  second  stage  of  the  proceedings 
began.  This  time  an  appparently  bleeding  tooth 
was  held  up  to  view,  side  by  side  with  a picture 
of  a jaw  with  the  teeth  and  their  deep  fangs  well 
in  evidence,  whilst  in  the  other  hand  the 
charlatan  held  up  a bunch  of  barbaric-looking 
implements.  He  had  gone  too  far.  A kind  of 
shudder  ran  through  the  crowd,  and  it  began  to 
melt  away.  I was  going  to  climb  the  steps  at 
the  back  of  the  carriage  to  peep  in  at  the  window, 
when  a voice  whispered  in  my  ear : “ Beware ! 
who  enters  there  leaves  teeth  behind!”  T,  too, 
fled  at  once,  and  wandered  back  to  the  cows 
where,  at  least,  a very  brisk  business  was  going 
on.  The  selling  was  a half-amusing,  half-painful 
sight,  for  the  would-be  purchasers  forced  the 
lips  of  the  poor  creatures  apart  by  seizing  the 
nostrils  to  examine  the  teeth.  Often  the  result 
of  this  examination  was  a shrug  of  the  shoulders 
and  gesture  of  disgust.  I asked  why  the  teeth 
were  looked  at,  and  was  told  to  see  if  the  animal 
was  strong  and  well-cared  for.  Crowds  stood 
round  all  the  time  the  cow  was  being  pinched 
and  pulled  about,  offering  advice  and  opinions, 
until  at  last  the  buyer  suddenly  gave  the  hand  of 
the  seller  a resounding  smack,  the  sign  that  the 
decision  was  made.  The  cow  would  then  be  led 
out  to  be  tethered  outside  a little  cafe,  or 
restaurant,  whilst  the  two  parties  to  the  bargain 
had  a drink  together.  I fraternised  with  one  of  the 
girl  cowherds,  a child  of  some  fourteen  years, 
with  a sweet,  fair  face,  wearing  a blue  check 
dress,  blue  apron,  and  white  net  cap,  tied  under 
her  chin  with  wide  net  strings,  and  she  told  me 
she  had  sold  two  of  the  seven  cows  under  her 
care  for  230  francs  each,  wouldn’t  I buy  one  ? I 
should  have  one  cheap,  or  perhaps  a little  calf, 
only  30  centimes  a pound.  “ What,  do  you  sell 
living  calves  by  the  pound  ? ” “ Oh,  yes  ; and 

they  are  not  heavy;  you  can  get  one  for  a very 
few  francs.” 

We  became  quite  learned  on  the  subject  of 
cows  after  two  or  three  visits  to  the  market,  but 


our  pride  was  taken  down  a little  one  day  by  an 
old  gentleman  from  Jersey,  who  came  and 
harangued  us  in  wonderful  English.  “We 
admired  these  Breton  cows,  did  we  ? Well,  he 
did  not  think  much  of  them.  Why,  if  anyone 
dared  to  brine  one  of  them  into  Jersey  he  would 
be  fined  LI 000,  and  his  cow  would  be  shot 
into  the  bargain.” 

Towards  the  end  of  the  day  there  are  always  a 
good  many  quarrels  amongst  the  cowherds  and 
the  people  who  have  declined  to  buy.  Word 
conflicts  only,  but  very  bitter  and  acrimonious. 
“ I would  not  have  such  a cow  as  yours  at  a gift,” 
says  one.  “ And  I wouldn’t  sell  her  to  you  for  a 
thousand  francs,”  is  the  retort.  And  the  poor 
beast  is  led  off,  perhaps  with  a basket  tied  over 
her  nose  to  prevent  any  attempt  at  grazing  by 
the  way. 

(To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  SOME  SEA  BAITS. 


THE  CUTTLE. 

Most  amateur  sea  fishermen  will,  especially  if 
they  are  blessed,  or  the  reverse,  with  a penchant 
for  congering  by  night,  have  used  the  squid  or 
cuttle  bait  at  one  time  or  another. 

Fewer  have  probably  seen  the  animal  alive, 
their  supply  being,  for  the  most  part,  derived 
from  smacksmen  who  delight  in  obliging — for  a 
consideration. 

During  my  many  holidays  in  Devon,  and  more 
especially  recently  in  Cornwall,  these  cuttles 
have  at  times  proved  such  a plague  that  one  has 
been  compelled  to  move  to  a fresh  ground  on 
account  of  their  persistent  overtures.  I think  I 
sent  a note  to  the  Gazette  on  this  subject  in 
August. 

The  wretched  beings  seize  each  bait  and  worry 
it  off  in  a series  of  backward  jerks,  their  favourite 
locomotion,  without  ever  getting  hooked. 

But,  provided  you  are  not  intent  on  fishing, 
the  cuttles  are  replete  with  interest. 

The  parrot-like  beak  and  the  great  head  framed 
in  writhing  legs,  furnished  with  those  repulsive 
suckers,  would  make  the  creature  famous,  if  only 
for  its  ugliness.  But,  apart  from  its  want  of 
beauty,  the  cuttle  is  distinguished  from  the  other 
molluscs  by  the  fact  that  it  carries  its  shell  inside. 

The  article  is  utilized  in  a variety  of  ways, 
being  in  fact  most  familiar  in  the  cages  of  pet 
singing  birds,  which  seem  to  whet  their  bills 
thereon  with  evident  relish.  The  suckers  are 
immensely  powerful,  and  are  sometimes  armed 
with  hooks.  Like  the  hermit-crab,  the  strength 
of  the  cuttle  is  concentrated  in  front,  but  Nature 
has  given  it  the  means  wherewith  to  protect  its 
weaker  points,  for  it  has  a bag  of  ink  with  which 
to  momentarily  blind  its  enemies  and  effect  a 
hasty  escape. 

The  common  Sepia  is  the  species  so  trouble- 
some on  our  south-west  coast,  is  reddish  in  colour, 
and  seldom  exceeds  a length  of  four  inches — a 
very  different  species  from  those  dreaded  denizens 
of  Indian  and  China  seas  which  are  reported  to 
have  attacked  boats’  crews,  and  which  must 
indeed  be  enormous,  since  a single  tentacle  has 
been  mistaken  for  the  missing  sea-serpent ! 


OTHER  BAITS. 

In  the  few  foregoing  paragraphs  I have 
necessarily  omitted  a number  of  baits  in  great 
repute  with  sea-fishermen,  and  can  do  little  more 
than  enumerate  them  by  way  of  reparation. 
Their  natural  history  presents  equally  interesting 
though  less  distinctive  features  than  that  of  the 
creatures  already  noticed. 

There  are  the  worms,  for  oxample  ; and  I might 
possibly  have  aroused  some  interest  in  the  boring 
apparatus  of  the  lugworm  and  rockworm,  the 
latter  so  much  in  vogue  for  Dover  pollack,  or  we 
might  have  discussed  the  mystery  of  the  afore- 
mentioned companion  of  the  hermit  crab,  how 
and  when  it  got  into  the  shell,  and  on  what 
understanding  it  is  permitted  to  remain  there. 

The  fresh  herring  is  another  favourite  bait,  and 
there  is  a good  deal  of  interesting  matter  in  its 
supposed  migrations.  The  fact  most  familiar  to 
the  fisherman,  especially  the  professional,  is  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  dies  when  removed  from 
the  water,  from  which  originated  the  saying, 
“ Dead  as  a herring.”  When  the  fresh  fish  is 
unattainable,  I have  used  bloater  with  frequent 
success.  The  first  bloater  was  eaten  in  the  four- 
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teonth  century,  and  lose  than  a hundred  yearn 
later,  ('harlcH  V.  ato  one  on  the  grave  of  Deukel- 
zoon,  tho  originator  of  thin  delicacy.  But  I am 
wandering  into  the  herring’s  unnatural  history. 

Tho  mention  of  fresh  herring  naturally  suggests 
a similar  bait,  mackerel,  which  indeed  dies  almost 
as  soon  as  tho  herring,  and  which  has  also  had,  so 
iar  at  least  as  its  migrations  are  concerned,  many 
false  biographors.  It  is  by  no  moans  an 
omnivorous  fish,  but  we  must  not  fool  unduly 
surprised  at  finding  an  instance  in  l’ontoppidan 
in  which  a man  was  all  but  eaten  alive  by 
mackerel. 

Shrimps  and  prawns  and  the  soft-backed  crab 
recall  many  a pleasant  sea-fishing  outing,  and 
equally  enjoyable  hours  with  the  microscope  and 
dissecting  knife,  but  I must  leave  them  now.  The 
sand-eel,  too,  about  the  only  bait  we  sea-anglers 
use  aiive,  is  not  really  an  eel  at  all.  Launce,  or 
grig,  would  be  a more  satisfactory  name.  Used 
alive,  they  are  perhaps  the  most  killing  bait  for 
large  fish,  for  they  appeal  to  passions  fiercer  and 
harder  to  satisfy  than  mere  hunger.  The  guiding 
principle  in  the  piscine  commonwealth  is,  “ Live 
and  don't  let  live.”  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


THE  LEAP  OF  THE  SALMON. 


A few  years  ago  I had  occasion  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  leaping  powers  of  the  Atlantic 
salmon,  and  what  I said  was  criticised  by  a well- 
known  angling  authority.  I mentioned  that  it 
was  reported  that  salmon  in  Norwegian  rivers 
had  jumped  up  and  over  an  obstruction  16ft.  high. 
My  friend  and  critic  contended  that  salmon  could 
not  jump  to  exceed  Oft.  I then  brought  forward 
evidence  from  a number  of  anglers,  fishing  in- 
spectors, fish  commissioners,  etc.,  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe,  to  show  that  salmon  had  made 
leaps  ranging  from  10ft.  to  16ft.,  and  still  my 
critic  was  not  convinced. 

Under  date  of  Oct.  23,  1894,  Prof.  A.  Land- 
mark, Inspector  of  Fresh  Water  Fisheries  for 
Norway,  writes  me  from  Christiania  about  his 
experiments  in  marking  salmon  and  sea  trout 
for  the  purpose  of  observing  their  migrations, 
and  he  has  this  to  say  about  the  leap  of  the 
salmon : 

“ Concerning  the  height  that  salmon  can  jump 
under  favourable  circumstances,  there  is  in  one 
place  in  Norway  undeniable  evidence  that  salmon 
sometimes  have  made  a perfectly  clear  jump  of 
16ft.  (perpendicular  height).  As  to  the  details 
of  these  jumps,  I refer  you  to  page  3 of  my 
pamphlet  on  “ Salmon  Passes,”  a copy  of  which 
I send  you  by  book  post.  No  doubt  a jump  of 
the  said  height  is  quite  unusual ; but  having 
myself  examined  the  spot  where  the  occurrence 
had  taken  place,  and  heard  the  evidence  of 
persons  who  have  themselves  witnessed  it,  I 
cannot  doubt  the  fact.”  The  pamphlet  mentioned 
has  not  yet  been  received,  and  later  I may  have 
something  to  say  about  the  details  it  contains  of 
jumping  salmon. — A.  N.  Cheney,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


gcofd)  ilofes. 

Br  Mac. 

Almost  every  other  day  I hear  of  some  salmon 
fishing  on  Scotch  rivers  being  taken  on  (chiefly 
by  English  sportsmen)  for  next  spring.  Not 
more  than  a week  ago  the  angling  on  two  of  the 
most  productive  spring  fisheries  in  Scotland  was 
arranged  for.  In  the  main,  rents  would  seem  to 
be  keeping  about  the  old  figure.  To  find  them 
getting  higher  would  be  evidence  of  madness  on 
the  part  of  anglers,  in  view  of  the  disasters  of  the 
past  season. 


Several  of  my  proprietor  friends  on  Don  and 
Uevcron  have  already  let  their  fishings  for  the 
early  trouting  season  of  next  year.  It  is  satisfac- 
tory to  know  that  last  autumn  tho  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  large  trout  spawned  in  the  rivers 
early  before  the  floods  came  on.  Hence  nothing 
like  the  usual  number  went  up  the  small  streams, 
and  afterwards  fell  into  the  poacher’s  hands. 

In  this  column  last  week,  the  printer  was 
responsible  for  introducing  a new  sort  of  grilse, 
to  wit,  bugged  grilse.  Such  I have  never  heard  of 


before,  and  am,  therefore,  anxious  to  know  what 
they  are.  In  connection  with  snatching  on  the 
River  Bogie,  I wrote  that  tho  grilse  were  black 
and  bugged ; 1 had  no  idea  nor  could  I have 
believed  that  they  wore  bagged.  How  the  dickens 
then  did  tho  printer  know  how  to  correct  me  ? 
Was  he  present  in  person  examining  tho  fish  ? 
Truly  it  is  much  wo  learn  if  we  are  observant,  and 
this  last  is  not  the  least  important ! 


The  autumn  salmon  angling  on  the  Tweed, 
which  finished  off  eight  days  ago,  ended  pretty 
much  like  what  it  had  kept  throughout  the 
season — a go-between  a very  sorry  affair  and  the 
next  hack  to  a failure.  As  on  all  tho  other 
salmon  rivers  of  Scotland,  extremely  few  notably 
large  salmon  were  caught. 


Quite  recently  I saw  it  stated  somewhere  that 
no  salmon  commence  to  spawn  until  the  21th 
Oct.  This  I look  upon  as  pure  generalising. 
Often  I have  known  of  salmon  spawning  a little 
earlier — a week  or  two,  and  I could  easily  name 
s few  places  where  every  year  they  commence 
earlier  than  the  date  mentioned. 


Fine  waters  for  salmon  spawning  and  for  ova 
collectors  getting  on  with  their  work  have  pre- 
vailed in  most  districts  of  Scotland  during  the 
past  week.  Most  collectors  who  stock  with  the 
ova  of  early-swim  fish  have  now  got  their 
hatcheries  quite  filled  up.  The  early  collection 
may  therefore  be  looked  upon  as  practically 
finished  ; and  for  the  next  ten  days  or  so  there 
will  be  little  doing  in  hatchery  filling,  but  after 
that  a commencement  will  be  made  in  real  earnest 
by  those  who  fill  their  hatcheries  with  ova  of  the 
late-running  large  fish,  which  begin  about  the 
middle  of  December  to  go  on  to  the  redds  in  very 
large  numbers  in  most  rivers  north  of  the  Tweed 
than  have  a pronounced  run  of  heavy  autumn 
salmon. 


Teat  salmon  will  not  take  the  natural  minnow 
when  they  are  fished  for  with  it  in  rivers  to  which 
the  minnow  is  a stranger  has  now  become  an 
entirely  exploded  idea.  Still,  even  yet  are  to  be 
found  a good  many  anglers  who  firmly  adhere  to 
this  fallacy.  In  Spey,  Findhorn,  &c.,  the  minnow 
is  very  readily  taken  by  the  salmon,  under  certain 
conditions  of  weather  and  water,  yet  there,  as  in 
all  the  rivers  farther  north,  the  minnow,  I believe, 
is  not  indigenous.  The  same  idea  might  be  pro- 
pounded with  regard  to  the  gudgeon,  which,  I 
fancy,  to  all  Scotch  rivers  is  naturally  a stranger, 
but  of  which,  especially  in  autumn  and  spring, 
Scotch  salmon  are  mightily  fond. 


The  spawning  of  the  spring  salmon  and  the 
grilse  in  the  head  waters  and  remotely  inland 
tributaries  of  the  very  early  rivers ; and  of  the 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  in  the  short-seasoned 
rivers  of  the  Highlands  was  (as  I gather  from 
reports  to  hand)  practically  all  finished  for  the 
year  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  month. 
Generally  it  is  indicated  that  the  waters  were 
rather  high  at  first,  but  that  latterly  they  were 
in  fine  volume  for  the  purpose.  Most  reports 
likewise  bear  out  that  there  was  an  exceptionally 
good  head  of  fish  on  the  redds.  This  looks  well. 


Salmon  and  grilse  take  best  when  quite  fresh 
run — anyway,  as  a rule  they  do ; and  observation 
goes  to  show  that  the  best  sport  with  them  is 
obtained  if  their  ascent  of  the  rivers  has  been 
effected  at  the  natural  proper  time.  When  they 
first  reach  the  coast  with  the  object  of  ascending 
they  take  most  freely  of  all  if  they  succeed  in 
ascending  right  off.  But  if  delayed  beyond  the 
natural  time  for  their  migration  in  getting  into 
the  rivers  they  are  found  to  take  much  less  well, 
even  though  the  water  should  be  in  the  perfection 
of  fishing  order.  If  proof  of  this  were  wanted 
the  past  autumn — than  which  wc  need  go  no 
further  back — would  furnish  it  in  abundance. 


I may  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  the  propriety 
of  a new  departure  in  the  Fly  Fishers’  dinner  on 
Friday,  the  14th  current.  To  have  a characteristi- 
cally Scotch  menu  would  be  gratifying  to  Scotch- 
men, a good  sprinkling  of  whom  annually  attend 
this  popular  function.  Besides,  to  have  it  just 


for  once  would  be  a compliment  to  Scotland, 
a cementing  of  union,  a promoting  of  more 
kindly  brotherhood,  and  an  evidence  that  there 
is  no  selfishness  so  far  as  the  anglers  in  the 
“ Centre  of  Light  ” are  concerned  ! The  Caledo- 
nians proudly  boast  of  their  substantial  feeds  ; and 
a more  solid  bill  of  fare  than  that  produced  at 
the  banquet  lately  given  to  Lord  Aberdeen  bv  the 
St.  Andrews  and  Caledonian  Societies  at  Van- 
couver, British  Columbia,  I would  have  difficulty 
in  recommending  as  a proper  set  down  of  “ rale 
Scotch.”  Here  it  is  : 

Fat’s  In  tilt? 

Cocky-Leeky.  Sheep-heid  broth. 

Farls  o’  cake. 

Kail  brose.  Neep  brose. 

Mornin’  mist  frae  Lochnagar. 

Saumont  grippit  far  awa  frae  the  Dee. 
North  Sea  halibut,  caller  ow’  sance. 

A Runlet  o’  sack. 

The  Haggis. 

“ Great  chieftain  o’  the  puddin’  race.” 
Mountain  dew  aff  Bennachie. 

The  biled  jigot  o’  a blackfaced  wether. 

Saut  beef  an’  curly  kail  frae  Aberdeen. 
Chappit  taties.  Biled  neep  an’  carrots. 

Bubbly-jock  an’  cranberry  sauce. 

Stot’s  ribs  roastet.  How-towdies. 

Birsled  taties.  Tammy  taes. 

Sheep’s  heid  an’  trotters  (sing’t  at  Robin  Tarn- 
son’s  smiddy). 

The  hin  leg  o’  Jock  Tamson’s  soo. 

A hair  o’  the  dowg  that  bit  ye. 

Venison  pasty  (stag  shot  at  the  back  o’  Beyont). 
Wild  dueks.  Pees  weeps.  Whawps.  Patricks. 
Solon  geese  frae  the  Bass  Rock. 

Bramle  tairts.  Epple  tairts.  Ploom  tairts. 
Trimlin  tam.  Rouly  pouly.  Dundee  marmalade. 
Kebbucks  an’  crowd  ie. 

Shortbreed.  Cookies.  Sweeties.  Parleys. 
A cup  o’  tay  wi’  a cinder  in ’t. 

Sneeshin’. 

Deoch  an  Dorus. 


I have  received  from  a gentleman  on  the  Tay 
the  following  interesting  letter  with  regard  to  the 
Tay  and  Loch  Tay  salmon : “My  opinion  about  the 
clean  salmon  going  up  the  Tay  at  present  towards 
Loch  Tay  is  this : Salmon  do  not  spawn  every 
year,  neither  do  trout,  and  the  fact  that  all 
salmon  going  up  just  now  (clean  salmon)  range 
from  20lb.  upwards  convinces  me  of  this.  Grilse 
always  spawn  earlier  than  salmon,  and  spawning 
early  as  grilse  they  spawn  the  following  year  a 
good  deal  later,  being  then  salmon  from  161b. 
to  201b.  weight.  The  following  year  they  do  not 
spawn  at  all,  but  remain  barren,  and  if  not 
finding  a suitable  river  remain  in  the  sea,  but  a 
number  come  up  estuaries  such  as  the  Tay,  and 
then  go  up  the  rivers,  and  these  fish  are  mostly 
from  221b.  to  261b.,  and  about  10  per  cent,  of 
older  stock  ranging  in  weight  from  261b.  to  401b, 
Once  or  twice  I have  found  them  over  that  weight. 
From  twenty  to  thirty  of  them  are  got  every 
season  while  fishing  for  salmon  for  ova  for  the 
local  hatchery.  They  are  exactly  the  same  sort  of 
salmon  we  kill  at  the  opening  of  the  net  fishings, 
and  are  just  the  ordinary  Tay  salmon,  barren,  so 
to  speak,  for  that  year.  They  are  the  kelts  that  go 
down  in  May,  or  what  are  known  as  late  spawners. 
My  observations  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  has 
led  me  to  this  conclusion,  as  I have  often  seen  a 
very  late  spawning  season  followed  by  avery  early 
one,  and  an  early  one  followed  by  a late  one,  and 
should  the  same  salmon  breed  every  year  this 
would  not  be  likely  to  happen.  Of  course,  these 
clean  salmon  have  all  roe  and  milt  in  them 
according  as  they  are  male  or  female,  which  just 
now  is  very  small  in  the  clean  salmon,  but  getting 
larger  month  by  month  till  September  and 
October,  when  it  weighs  about  a sixth  part  of 
the  female  and  about  an  eighth  of  the  male.  The 
clean  salmon  are  all  bright  and  clean  in  the 
scales,  but  of  a darker  bluish  green  colour  on 
the  back  than  the  silvery  kelts  in  the  late  spring 
months.  I shall  be  glad  to  give  you  any  further 
information  so  far  as  I know,  or  my  opinion  if  I 
don’t  know.” 


For  what  immediate  purpose  such  great 
numbers  of  the  best  of  our  salmon  ascend  the 
rivers  early  in  the  year  we  aro  at  a loss  to  know, 
albeit  we  are  quite  sure  it  is  instinct  that  impels 
them  to  do  so.  Of  course,  aftor  boing  many 
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months  in  the  fresh  water— some  of  them  six, 
some  seven,  some  eight,  and  some  even  nine 
months — they  get  on  to  the  “ redds  ” and  spawn ; 
but  as  spawning,  which  in  any  case  would  neces- 
sitate them  ascending  the  rivers,  does  not  begin 
till  half  a year  after  the  time  of  their  ascent,  the 
theory — if  any  maintain  it — that  their  migration 
in  spring  is  in  any  way  connected  with  reproduc- 
tion seems  to  be  entirely  speculative.  Quite 
readily  we  can  understand  why  salmon  ascend  in 
autumn,  but  the  reason  or  reasons  for  their  ascent 
in  spring  will,  we  fear,  never  be  understood.  In 
the  case  of  really  early  rivers  instinct  undoubtedly 
accounts  for  early  ascent,  but  this  does  not  the 
least  help  us  to  understand  for  what  immediate 
purpose  the  ascent  is  made.  It  cannot  be 
to  develop  spawn  or  for  spawning.  Some  think 
it  is  to  get  clear  of  the  sea  louse,  which  it  is 
alleged  the  fish  find  very  troublesome.  But  this, 
on  the  face  of  it,  is  clearly  a purely  speculative 
idea.  Almost  every  fish  that  ascends  early  in 
spring  has  spawn  in  it  in  embryo,  and  this  spawn 
develops  and  the  fish  eventually  ripens  for 
spawning  whilst  in  fresh  water.  But  the  develop- 
ment is  a slow  process  compared  with  that  which 
takes  place  in  the  fish  whilst  in  the  salt  water. 
We  may  wonder  why  grilse  should  run  inland  in 
June,  since  at  that  time  the  date  when  they  will 
spawn  is  three  or  four  months  distant ; still  in 
them  we  find  the  spawn  is  much  more  developed, 
even  though  they  are  younger  and  smaller 
fish.  Yet  even  in  their  case  we  wholly  fail 
to  comprehend  for  what  immediate  purpose 
they  run  inland.  Whilst  in  the  fresh  water 
all  varieties  of  the  migratory  Salmonidoe 
lose  condition,  colour,  and  vitality,  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  to  get  improved  in  all  or 
any  of  these  respects  that  the  grilse  of  early 
summer  or  the  salmon  of  spring  leave  the  sea  and 
enter  the  fresh  water,  therein  to  remain  without 
dropping  back  to  recruit  in  the  salt  water,  the 
whole  of  the  long  period  that  intervenes  before 
spawning  time.  For  their  movements  with  a 
purpose  we  cannot  account,  but  we  do  now  know, 
from  the  abundant  evidence  of  circumstances, 
that  the  fish  of  the  early  season,  in  selecting  the 
rivers  they  ascend,  are  guided  by  instinct.  The 
rivers  that  have  the  temperature  that  suits  them 
are  the  rivers  selected.  They  come  in  from  the 
open  sea,  and  ascend  whenever  weather  and  water 
conditions  encourage  ascent.  The  fish  of  the  late 
rivers  do  not  in  large  numbers  come  inshore — at 
any  rate,  seeking  the  fresh  water  — until 
a short  time  before  the  time  for  ascend- 
ing, regulated  by  the  temperature,  comes  round. 
This  time  they  know  by  instinct.  They  are  in 
the  sea  all  the  spring,  yet  they  do  not  come  land- 
ward, but  the  same  as  the  fish  of  the  early  rivers 
they  are  present  inshore  in  large  numbers,  and 
ready  to  ascend  whenever  their  season  for  ascent 
arrives. 


with  waders,  or,  better  still,  nets  to  clean  the 
river  of  as  many  of  these  diseased  brutes  as  can 
be  got  at  ? The  spores  from  one  fungoid  salmon 
is  enough  to  affect  hundreds,  nay  thousands,  of 
clean  fish  if  within  reach ; yet  little  or  nothing 
is  ever  done  to  try  to  stamp  out  the  plague. 


Blacklaws  has  added  another  natural  history 
curiosity  to  his  increasing  collection.  This  is  a 
gosander,  shot  in  the  act  of  swallowing  a yellow 
trout  apparently  over  lib.  in  weight.  One-fourth 
of  the  fish  is  sticking  out  of  its  fully-distended 
mouth,  while  the  rest  is  well  home  in  the  gullet. 
It  was  shot  in  the  burn  of  Dess  on  Friday.  We 
are  wondering  if  it  would  have  choked  on  such  a 
bite  if  it  had  not  been  shot.  The  voracity  of 
these  birds  is  hardly  credible,  but  after  seeing 
this  fellow  their  poaching  proclivities  are  beyond 
dispute.  

I have  a letter  before  me  from  an  angler  in 
Monte  Video.  This  is  their  season  out  there. 
They  fish  in  the  ponds  and  river  chiefly  in  the 
still  parts  of  the  water,  and  with  bait  spoon  and 
phantom.  They  get  fish  more  of  the  character 
of  pike  than  trout,  running  from  21b.  to  31b.  in 
the  ponds,  and  up  to  20lb.  in  the  river.  From 
the  rig  out  he  wishes  sent  him  it  is  evident  their 
sport  is  mainly  if  not  entirely  got  by  trolling. 


The  bailiffs  had  better  look  out.  The  old 
salmon  in  some  Scotch  rivers  (if  reports  are  to 
be  credited)  are  going  in  the  future  to  have  a bad 
time  of  it,  even  in  the  close  season.  In  several 
of  the  rivers  where  pike  abound,  salmon  in 
capital  condition,  and  doubtless  very  sporting, 
are  found  in  large  numbers  in  November.  On 
some  of  these  rivers,  I am  told,  that  parties  are 
contemplating  fishing  in  November  ostensibly 
for  pike,  but  really  on  purpose  to  catch  salmon. 
They  are  to  fish  with  the  gudgeon,  and  if  dropped 
upon  by  the  bailiffs  when  playing  salmon  are  to 
say  that  they  were  fishing  for  pike,  for  which 
there  is  no  close  time  in  Scotland  ! ! 


THE  AUTOMATIC  REEL. 

From  H.  S.  Boll,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


A number  of  years  ago  the  old-fashioned 
anglers  were  paralysed  by  the  appearance  of  an 
automatic  reel,  which  one  of  the  sporting  papers 
said  “ goes  by  itself.”  Not  much  stock  was  taken 
in  this  new-fangled  idea,  but  its  owners  were 
persistent,  and  they  pushed  it  along  slowly  and 
surely,  until  to-day  it  is  a necessity  in  every 
angler’s  outfit.  There  was  merit  in  the  original 
invention,  but  its  promoters  never  stopped  there, 
but  have  worked  indefatigably  for  its  improve- 
ment until  the  model  for  1892 — with  its  con- 
venient lever,  new  brake,  fascinating  click,  and 
general  line  make-up,  is  a veritable  “ thing  of 
beauty  and  joy  for  ever.”  Messrs.  Yawman  and 
Erbe,  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  will  not  rest  contented 
until  it  is  absolutely  perfect  in  every  respect. 
Having  used  an  automatic  for  nearly  nine  years, 
we  unhesitatingly  state  that  its  use  very  largely 
adds  to  the  sport  attendant  the  capture  of  game 
fish. 

[Mr.  Bull  is  “ considered  one  of  the  most  expert 
fly-fishermen  in  the  State  of  New  York.” — Ed.] 


convenient  to  start  from  the  Guildhall.”  Nearly 
every  place  of  interest,  north,  south,  east  or  west 
of  Windsor,  within  a radius  of  about  ten  miles, 
is  given  in  strict  alphabetical  order,  besides  some 
long-distance  walks  for  the  more  robust.  As  a 
train-catching  guide  many  will  thank  the  author, 
and  a deal  of  unnecessary  quick  walking  can  be 
avoiding  by  having  one  of  these  guides,  though 
we  doubt  if  our  local  errand  boys  will  enjoy  it, 
and  every  tradesman  will  find  it  a very  handy 
book  of  reference  for  this  purpose  or  for  calls  he 
may  have  to  do  on  foot  at  a distance.  The 
military  authorities,  too,  should  find  it  useful  in 
the  route-marching  season ; in  fact,  there  are 
many  to  whom  this  little  guide  will  be  welcome, 
and  the  surprise  is  that  no  one  thought  of  it 
before.  The  book  is  published  by  Mr.  Fox,  in 
an  attractive  form.  

A NEW  DEPARTURE. 

In  The  Paris  Mode,  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Co. 
have  made  a new  departure  in  fashion  papers,  a,nd 
claim,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  leading  Parisian 
houses  of  milliner y and  modes,  to  be  able  to  make 
an  unique  offer  to  their  readers.  They  give  each 
week  pictures  of  the  best  and  most  recent  toilettes, 
designed  by  the  most  eminent  artistes  in  the  world 
of  fashion,  and  all  purchasers  of  the  publication, 
by  following  directions  given  therein,  can  obtain, 
free  of  cost,  a pattern  cut  to  their  own  measure- 
ment of  any  costume  of  which  an  illustration  is 
shown.  The  illustrations,  both  plain  and  coloured, 
are  far  more  satisfying  to  the  artistic  sense  than 
fashion  plates  usually  are,  and  will  doubtless 
achieve  their  object  in  making  clear  to  feminine 
minds  subjects  which  must  for  ever  remain  deep 
and  awful  mysteries  to  the  mass  of  the  sterner 
sex.  Mere  men,  however,  of  angling  or  other 
sporting  proclivities,  should  by  no  means  over- 
look the  value  of  The  Paris  Mode  as  “ ground- 
bait,”  when  the  main  obstacles  to  a day’s  fishing 
or  shooting  during  the  Christmas  holidays  happen 
to  be  the  objections  of  better  halves,  daughters, 
sisters,  cousins,  or  aunts. 


NOTICES. 


THE  “ COXON  ” NATURAL  BAIT  SPINNER. 

Mr.  Harry  Coxon,  of  Nottingham,  has  just 
brought  out  through  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co., 
of  Redditch,  a spinner  to  use  with  natural  bait. 
No  one  at  this  time  of  day  could  claim  novelty  for 
the  use  of  a flat  strip  or  blade  of  metal  to  be 
pushed  down  the  dead  bait,  and  then,  by  being 
bent,  make  the  bait  bend  so  as  to  spin  when  pulled 
through  the  water.  Tackles  of  this  kind  have 
been  made  by  Messrs.  Allcock  and  others,  and 
illustrated  in  advertisements  in  the  Gazette  for 
many  years  past.  But  in  addition  to  improving 
the  shape  and  weight  of  the  blade,  Mr.  Coxon  has 
added  a very  simple  and  perfectly  secure  arrange- 
ment for  holding  the  bait  on  the  blade.  Altogether 
it  is  a strong  workmanlike  spinning  tackle. 


TWEEDS,  HOMESPUNS,  AND  SERGES. 

From  an  experience  of  some  years,  we  can  confi- 
dently advise  any  of  our  readers  who  would  like  a 
most  varied  selection  of  the  very  best  makes  of 
Tweeds,  Homespuns,  or  Serges  to  choose  from, 
to  try  Messrs.  Currie,  McDougall,  and  Scott,  of 
Langhaugh  Mills,  Galashiels.  For  fishing,  golfing, 
and  for  general  wear,  these  goods  will  be  found 
admirable.  A new  feature  in  their  trade  is  the 
“ Special  ” Tweed,  in  beautiful  mixtures,  adapted 
for  ladies’  underwear,  and  whilst  we  do  not  hold 
with  ladies  wearing  knickerbockers — outside  at 
any  rate,  still  if  they  will  have  them,  they  may 
as  well  have  the  best  and  neatest  materials  in 
the  market.  Messrs.  Currie  have  large  mills  in 
the  heart  of  a district  “ renowned  for  the  quality 
and  texture  of  its  wools,”  they  will  send  patterns 
on  approval,  and  we  feel  quite  certain  that  better 
goods  at  more  moderate  prices  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain.  


Sounds  do  not  always  give  us  pleasure  accord- 
ing to  their  sweetness  and  melody ; nor  do  harsh 
sounds  always  displease.  We  are  more  apt  to  be 
captivated  or  disgusted  with  the  associations 
which  they  promote  than  with  the  notes  them- 
selves. Thus  the  shrilling  of  the  field-cricket, 
though  sharp  and  stridulous,  yet  marvellously 
delights  some  hearers,  filling  their  minds  with  a 
train  of  summer  ideas  of  everything  that  is 


Writeth  the  Mackay  : — “ Curling  has  little 
in  common  with  angling,  for  when  the  one  is  “ on  ” 
the  other  is  “ off,”  even  in  the  season.  Yet  the 
hard  frosts  of  the  past  week,  so  dear  to  the 
knight  of  the  broom,  have  been  anything  but 
favourable  to  an  otherwise  excellent  spawning 
season.  The  lower  redds  will  suffer  most,  as  the 
season  is  about  over  on  the  upper  waters,  and 
spent  fish  are  even  said  to  be  on  the  move  down- 
wards.”   


“ Saprolignja  Ferox  ” is  getting  more  and 
more  evident  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee 
and  among  apparently  fresh-run  fish.  The  water 
bailiffs  removed  over  a score  of  dead  and  dying 
fish  last  week,  while  a great  many  others  were 
beyond  their  reach.  Why  not  furnish  the  men 


WINDSOR  WALKS  BY  WINDSOR  BEE. 

Tins  is  the  title  of  a very  useful  little  pocket 
time-guide  for  the  various  walks  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Windsor.  In  the  introductory  note 
the  author  says  : “ Being  extremely  fond  of  a 
good  walk  in  winter,  and  like  many  others  tied 
to  time;  it  occurred  to  me  that  a reliable  time- 
table would  be  useful  to  those  who  resort  to  this 
most  necessary  exercise.  The  times  given  are 
for  one  way  only,  from  the  Windsor  Guildhall, 
and  for  ordinary  walking,  which  should  be  to 
the  robust,  beneficial,  not  distressing.  The  long- 
distance walks  will  be  found  very  enjoyable,  and 
in  many  cases  the  return  journey  can  be  made 
by  rail,  or  a better  plan  is  to  take  the  rail  and 
walk  back.  The  very  short  distances  given  are 
more  as  guides  for  those  who  would  not  find  it 


Mullets  (Mugil  capita). — These  fish  are  not 
frequently  captured  in  the  deep  sea,  but  are 
fishes  of  the  shore,  seeking  shallow  creeks,  where 
they  have  been  captured  in  vast  quantities.  They 
have  scarcely  any  offensive  weapons,  their  teeth 
being  small  and  delicate,  often  almost  imper- 
ceptible, and  hence,  notwithstanding  their  size, 
they  can  scarcely  attack  any  other  fish,  though 
liable  to  the  assaults  of  many  enemies.  They  are, 
however,  gifted  with  a remarkable  instinct,  which 
aids  them  in  their  efforts  to  escape  danger.  In 
the  herring  the  lower  jaw  is  prominent,  so 
that  when  the  mouth  is  closed  a slight  projection 
of  the  snout  will  be  observed  ; in  the  sprat  the 
jaw  runs  smoothly  off  ; to  use  the  fishermen  s 
term,  the  sprat  is  “ snugger  in  the  nose  than  the 
herring. — D. 
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A MARDLE  A ROUT  PIKE. 

[By  an  Angler  Canoeist.] 

With  llio  “ coarse  fisher”  tho  pike  taken  tho 
place  held  among  fly-fishers  by  tho  salmon, 
and  a most  worthy  substitute  is  Knox  Indus  for 
tliat  noble  fish,  as  lar  as  his  sporting  <|ualities 
are  concerned.  Without  him,  thoso  anglers  who 
by  force  of  circumstances  are  restricted  to  the 
indulgence  of  thoir  sport  in  still  or  sluggish 
wators,  would  be  bereft  of  the  most  exciting 
source  of  piscatorial  triumphs  that  falls  to  their 
lot,  for,  though  roach  or  bream  fishing  is  very 
enjoyable  in  its  way,  it  cannot  bo  hold  to  afford  in 
an  equal  degree  tho  same  keen  delight  which 
accompanies  the  pursuit  and  capturo  of  tho  king 
of  our  British  coarse  fish.  The  season  for  pike 
fishing  also  comes  most  opportunely  at  a time 
of  year  when  the  occupation  of  the  bottom  fisher, 
though  not  entirely  gone,  is  decidedly  on  the 
wane,  for,  do  what  you  will,  in  the  majority 
of  rivers,  you  cannot  induce  large  roach,  bream, 
or  perch  to  take  the  bait  with  any  real  freedom 
from  tho  time  when  the  branches  have  become 
bare,  the  nights  long  and  frosty,  and  the  once 
gonial  rays  of  tho  sun  obstructed  by  cold,  thick 
mists  and  fogs.  Now,  however,  is  the  time  when 
the  pike  fisher  steps  eagerly  forth,  equipped  with 
greatcoat,  thick  boots,  and  his  deadly  assortment 
of  spinning  flights,  arti- 
ficial baits,  snap  tackle, 
and  other  engines  of 
destruction.  Tohimthe 
solitary  wintry  aspect 
of  the  brimming  rivers 
and  lakes,  but  a few 
short  months  ago 
crowded  with  noisy 
holiday-makers,  white- 
sailed  yachts,  and  the 
demon  steam  launch,  is 
a condition  of  affairs 
affording  deep  satisfac- 
tion, as,  “ far  from  the 
madding  crowd,”  with 
only  the  wild  ducks, 
coots,  or  here  and  there 
a heron,  for  company, 
he  watches  his  glitter- 
ing bait  cleave  the 
water,  or  notes  the 
lightning-speed  plunge 
of  his  big  float  as  the 
bait  is  seized  by  a good 
pike.  Insuchamoment 
as  this  last  all  vexa- 
tions vanish — numbed 
fingers,  cold  feet,  raw 
north  wind,  and  dreary 
skies  are  all  forgotten 
as  the  heavily  bending 
rod  and  “ scurring  ” 
reel  betokens  the  first 
grand  rush  of  a big  pike. 

And  if  perchance  he  en- 
countereth  a brother  of 

the  craft,  seated  in  his  punt,  muffled  up  to  the 
throat,  blue-nosed  but  happy,  as  he  watches  his 
float  flit  hither  and  thither  with  the  movements 
of  the  bait,  what  an  interchange  of  inquiries, 
lighting  of  pipes,  discussions  as  to  the  sport, 
weather,  water,  prospects  of  the  season,  and  so 
forth,  ensue,  not  to  mention  the  recalling  of  well- 
remembered  deeds  of  the  past  among  the  pike! 

Apropos  of  this,  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  pike 
is  essentially  the  “ fish  of  yarns.”  We  read 
admirable  descriptions  of  sport  among  salmon, 
trout,  barbel,  chub,  and  what  not,  but  when  we 
come  to  a really  good  old  crusted  angling  yarn, 
sometimes  heightened  in  interest  by  a spice  of 
the  awesome  or  supernatural,  the  fish  concerned 
is  pretty  sure  to  be  a pike.  Fishermen  have  long 
suffered  silently  but  deeply  under  the  stigma  of 
being  accomplished  and  fluent  descendants  of 
Ananias,  cast  upon  them  by  a Philistine  multi- 
tude who  love  not,  neither  understand,  angling. 

Tf  there  be  the  very  slightest  foundation  for  such 
an  assertion  (which  we  hasten  to  controvert,  in 
the  majority  of  cases),  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the 
pike  is  the  chief  theme  of  any  such  narratives 
which  do  not  bear  the  hall-mark  of  what  our 
American  cousins  designate  the  “ petrified  truth.” 
Gruesome  tales  have  been  related  to  us  by 
venerable  marshmen  of  pike  “ as  long  and  thick 
as  a man,”  that  fed  on  pound  bream,  young 


ducklings,  and  such  trifles,  and  “ nairver  was 
ketched,  neyther  ” ; and  by  simple,  houry-headed 
keepers,  of  monsters  which  had  been  seen  to  seize 
a wounded  pheasant  when  it  fell  upon  the  surface 
of  a “ pulk.”  A later  report  comes  to  us  of  a 
big  fish  (weight  not  stated)  which  was  found  to 
have  absorbed  a dlb.  jack ! This  last,  however, 
wo  have  good  reason  to  believe  authentic. 

1 1 is  only  fair  to  say  that  many  instances  of 
remarkable  finds  in  pike  have  been  duly  authenti- 
cated, and  to  say  that  this  fish  when  ravenously 
hungry  will  undoubtedly  take  almost  anything 
that  comes  in  his  way  which  is  capable  of  being 
forced  somehow  or  anyhow  down  his  gullet,  is 
merely  to  state  a truism.  Personally,  wo  have 
never  come  across  a miscellaneous  collection  of 
tea  spoons,  rings,  nor,  alas ! even  half-crowns,  in 
the  interior  of  a pike,  the  only  “find”  at  all 
out  of  the  common  (excepting  small  fish  of  their 
own  species  and  indeterminate  substances)  being 
that  of  a huge  water  rat  not  yet  under  the  process 
of  digestion,  which  was  found  in  the  stomach  of 
a 171b.  pike  which  had  already  taken  two  very 
large  live  bait,  being  hooked  when  seizing  the 
second,  thi  s instance  attesting  to  the  full  their 
occasional  extreme  voracity.  In  this  last  con- 
nection it  may  weel  be  remarked  that  this  much- 
talked-of  “voracity”  is,  after  all,  simply  the 
reasonable  and  natural  desire  of  the  pike  for  his 


Horning  Ferry. 

dinner,  and,  when  he  has  lunched  comfortably  and 
fully,  he  usually  becomes  one  of  the  most  sluggish 
and  apathetic  of  fish,  often  lying  motionless  in 
the  water  though  your  bait  touches  bis  very  nose, 
and  only  moving  sulkily  away  a few  yards  into 
deeper  water  if  worried  by  the  embarrassing 
attentions  of  the  angler.  This  is  more  parti- 
cularly the  case  when  spawning  time  approaches ; 
but  even  in  October,  in  clear  water,  we  have  seen 
a large  pike  mouth,  roll  and  play  over  and  about 
a bait  from  sheer  lazy  “ cussedness,”  with  no 
more  intention  of  taking  the  bait  into  his  mouth 
than  the  angler,  watching  in  suspense  and  trepida- 
tion above,  had  of  doing  so  himself. 

Among  baits  which  certainly  are  wot  usually 
used  for  pike,  but  with  which  they  are  occasion- 
ally caught  by  a “fluke,”  are  paste,  gentles,  and 
worms.  Very  small  jack  are  frequently  caught 
with  paste  and  gentles  by  anglers  when  roach 
fishing  in  the  summer  months,  but  somewhat 
larger  fish  are  more  often  the  chance  victims  of 
the  worm.  When  such  an  event  happens,  it 
generally  means  a terrible  “ sell  ” for  the  bottom 
fisher,  who,  perhaps  not  being  able  at  first  to 
discern  the  nature  of  his  capture,  immediately 
jumps  to  the  conclusion  that  this  time  “ he’s  got 
a thumper  indeed,”  while  proud  visions  of  enor- 
mous stuffed  roach  or  bream  in  glass  cases  flit 
across  his  excited  mind.  The  almost  inevitable 


savage  rush  and  severing  of  the  thin  gut  lino 
soon  follows,  shattering  these  fond  “ castles  in 
tho  air,”  and  leaving  the  indignant  angler 
agitatedly  fumbling  in  his  creel,  with  nervous 
fingers,  for  a float  and  snap  tackle,  while  he  pours 
forth  a small  edition  of  his  slang  dictionary  with 
considerable  haste  and  fervour. 

Confession  is  good  for  the  soul,  and  we  must 
admit  having,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  had 
such  an  indignity  as  above  described  inflicted  on 
us.  On  only  one  occasion  did  the  pike  get 
the  worst  of  the  fray — a bare  two-pounder — 
but  it  has  been  a matter  of  surprise  to  us 
that  the  pike  always  on  these  occasions  seems 
to  reserve  the  use  of  his  needle-like  teeth 
to  the  very  last.  We  have  seen  a 61b.  jack 
hooked  in  a pond  on  a big  lobworm,  and  played 
for  several  minutes;  but  only  in  the  supreme 
moment  when  dragged  to  the  brink,  and  excite- 
ment had  prompted  us  to  plunge  in  over  the  tops 
of  our  boots  in  the  shallow  water  and  sloppy  mud 
at  the  edge  to  reach  him,  did  he  perform  the 
happy  despatch  of  the  line  with  his  wolfish  jaws, 
and  flounder  off  back  into  deep  water.  It  is 
moments  like  these  which  painfully  impress 
upon  us  the  inadequacy  to  express  one’s  feelings 
in  mere  words. 

There  is  proverbially  many  a slip  ’twixt  cup 
and  lip,  and  the  mention  of  the  above  occurrence 
has  brought  to  recollec- 
tion an  amusing  little 
scene,  though  not  con- 
nected with  pike  fish- 
ing, by  the  way.  We 
were  watching  a certain 
noted  rustic  angler 
playing  a heavy  bream 
above  Horstead  Mill. 
Though  we  had  been 
fishing  some  time  no 
sport  had  resulted,  and 
our  rustic  was  conse- 
quently much  elated  at 
his  superior  luck  or 
skill,  and,  though  not 
usually  a man  of  many 
words,  could  not  for- 
bear bursting  out  in 
the  following  rather 
vain  - glorious  strain, 
addressing  the  plung- 
ing, struggling  fish  : 
“A-a-h  ! yew  ma’  kick 
— yew  ma’  kick — I ’a 
gart  yew  right  enow! 
A-ah ! t’aint  na’  yewse 
for  yu  hullin’  yersel’ 
abowt  loike  - a - that  ! 
Oh ! would  yew,  tho’ ! 
T’aint  na’  yewse  — I 
wull  hev  ’em  ! I wull 

hev’em ! ’Strewth 

Cou-sarn  me!  — he  ’a 
bruk  the  hook  ! ! ” 

And,  while  we  sat  on 
a log  and  held  our  sides, 
he  slowly  wound  in  his  line,  a decidedly  crest- 
fallen and  perhaps  wiser  man. 

Probably  few  fishermen  will  dispute  the  state- 
ment that  the  condition  and  sporting  qualities  of 
the  pike  are  enormously  influenced  by  the 
character  of  the  particular  waters  it  inhabits, 
equally  with  the  quality  of  its  food.  The  finest 
pike,  in  the  best  angling  sense  of  the  word,  are 
by  no  means  necessarily  the  largest,  though 
naturally  the  pike  fisher  who  is  a sportsman  pure 
and  simple  and  not  a “pot  hunter”  is  ambitious 
of  securing  the  very  biggest  specimens  that  he 
can  of  this  fish.  In  the  eastern  counties,  at  least, 
it  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  pike  from 
41b.  to  61b,  in  weight  are  the  lest  for  the  table, 
and  that  above  I01b.  or  121b.  they  are  scarcely 
desirable  for  that  purpose.  In  point  of  game- 
ness, beauty  of  colouring,  and  form,  and  general 
fineness  of  condition,  those  pike  that  inhabit 
smallish  rivers  having  a fairly  steady  flow  over  a 
gravelly  bottom,  with  frequent  mill  pools  affording 
good  scouring  grounds,  and  a plentiful  supply  of 
sound,  plump  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  for  food, 
are  unquestionably  the  best  fish,  even  though 
not  attaining  to  the  highest  standard  of  size. 
The  pike  of  sluggish  rivers,  and  waters  similar 
in  general  features  to  the  Norfolk  broads,  come 
next,  and  generally  exceed  tho  former-named  fish 
in  size  and  weight,  and  almost  invariably  in 
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girth,  some  specimens  being  enormously  “ deep  ” 
and  thick.  The  pike  of  deep,  weedy,  land-locked 
ponds  and  lakes,  though  often  monsters  in  size, 
as  far  as  our  observation  goes,  come  last  of  all, 
either  for  flavour  or  beauty,  in  the  majority  of 
instances  being  dark,  coarse,  and  heavily  built, 
whose  diet  in  many  cases  must  be  of  a very 
mixed  character  where  the  water  is  only  thinly 
stocked  with  other  fish. 

It  would  be  entirely  superfluous  to  comment 
in  these  pages  upon  the  various  methods  of  pike 
fishing,  treated  so  exhaustively  as  they  have  been 
by  most  of  the  highest  authorities  on  the  subject. 
Among  unusual  ways  of  taking  them,  we  have 
on  many  occasions  “ live  baited  ” from  a canoe 
on  a Norfolk  river  and  broad,  but  it  is  not  a 
iorm  of  sport  to  be  recommended  to  any  but  an 
'experienced  canoeist.  Anything  over  61b.  or 
71b.  would  be  an  extremely  awkward  customer  to 
a novice,  and  we  freely  admit  that  (perhaps 
luckily)  nothing  beyond  that  weight  has  fallen 
to  our  rod  while  using  a canoe  in  this  direction, 
our  plan  being  to  place  a stout  piece  of  sacking 
over  the  knees,  and,  directly  a fish  was  “ boated,” 
to  grip  him  between  them  firmly  while  the  hooks 
were  being  extracted,  taking  care  to  have  his 
mouth  gagged,  and  tbe  forefinger  and  thumb  of 
the  left  hand  over  the  fish’s  eyes  (a  pike  rarely 
struggles  if  his  eyes  are  thu3  obscured),  after- 
wards stowing  him  away  up  in  the  fore  peak,  if 
worth  keeping.  It  is  somewhat  dirty  work,  how- 
ever, and  decidedly  not  to  be  recommended 
when  a boat  can  be  obtained. 

Although  doubtless  it  is  well  known  to  hun- 
■dreds  of  pike  fishers  and  successfully  acted  upon 
by  them,  for  the  benefit  of  any  angler  to  whom 
it  has  not  occurred  it  may  be  mentioned  that, 
when  roach  or  dace  cannot  be  obtained  for 
spinning,  the  common  fresh  sprat  or  very  small 
fresh  herring  form  efficient  substitutes.  A pound 
or  two  of  them  can  be  bought  for  a iew  pence 
when  roach  and  dace  may  be  selling  at  lfd.  or 
even  2d.  each,  and,  if  allowed  to  get  dry  (and 
thereupon  reasonably  firm),  they  will  form  an 
intensely  glittering  spinning  bait,  and  one  which, 
being  softer  than  a fat  roach  or  dace,  will  fre- 
quently lose  fewer  fish,  as  they  “ crumple  up  ” 
easier  when  seized,  presenting  a mouthful  of 
books.  We  do  not  pretend  to  say  they  will  last 
so  long  as  a roach  or  dace,  but  their  cheapness 
and  comparative  efficiency  is  no'  slight  deside- 
ratum to  the  angler  whose  pockets  are  not  well 
lined  enough  to  permit  of  a frequent  expenditure 
for  costly  roach  or  dace,  and  who  has  not  the 
time  or  inclination  to  catch  them  himself. 

There  is  one  point  in  connection  with  pike 
fishing  which  is  deserving  of  attention,  more 
especially  as  it  is  an  apparently  somewhat  vexed 
question,  even  in  some  instances  among  those 
proficient  in  the  art — namely,  the  strength  of  the 
tackle  to  be  employed.  We  are  inclined  to  think 
that  very  many  anglers  are  prone  to  use  rods 
and  tackle  of  a strength  altogether  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  powers  of  the  fish  for  whose 
capture  they  are  intended,  and  thus  in  a con- 
siderable degree  deprive  themselves  of  a great 
deal  of  the  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  takiug 
moderate-sized  pike  with  tackle  of  a fineness 
commensurate  with  their  weight  and  fighting 
qualities.  It  is  quite  true  that  a “ whopper  ” may 
turn  up,  but,  if  so  (and  the  chances  are  ninety-nine 
-out  of  a hundred  against  his  doing  so,  in  average 
public  waters),  it  gives  the  angler  a chance  of  dis- 
playing his  utmost  resources  of  finesse  and  skill ; 
adds  a tenfold  zest  to  the  pleasure  derived  from 
a well-fought-out  contest  which  ends  victoriously 
for  the  fisherman ; while,  if  a reverse  occurs,  at 
the  worst  the  angler  may  perhaps  revisit  the  spot 
in  a few  days  to  renew  the  warfare  with  some- 
what more  suitable  tackle  for  such  an  exceptional 
opponent.  The  most  noted  pike  fisher  of  the  day, 
Mr.  Jardine,  employs  particularly  fine  tackle, 
and,  indeed,  numbers  of  really  keen  members  of 
this  branch  of  angling  we  have  met  with  follow 
in  this  practice.  Notwithstanding  such  examples, 
it  is  only  too  common  to  see  rods  of  simply 
absurd  stoutness,  running  lines  like  embryo 
cables,  and  hooks  that  would  almost  cause  a 
shark  to  reflect.  For  extremely  weedy  lakes  or 
ponds,  and  places  where  large  and  heavy  bait 
must  be  used,  a very  strong  rod  and  line  are 
undoubtedly  necessary ; but  where  the  water  is 
fairly  free  from  obstruction,  and  fish  of  a phe- 
nomenal size  are  not  expected  to  be  met  with,  a 
four  or  five  joint  bamboo  or  East  India  cane  rod, 


with  alancewood  top,  having  sufficient  spring  to 
cast  a bait  or  yield  well  to  the  rushes  of  a heavy ish 
fish,  thereby  lessening  the  line  strain,  ought  to 
be  a killing  enough  weapon  in  the  hands  of  any 
but  a very  clumsy  fisherman.  For  live  baiting, 
the  line  can  be  a fine  but  well-dressed  one  of 
plaited  silk,butit  should  be  of  the  very  best  quality 
— cheap,  “got-up”  lines  are  in  the  end  worse 
than  useless ; while  for  the  float  line  (or  spinning 
trace,  for  that  matter)  stained  salmon  gut  will  be 
found  amply  strong  enough,  if  properly  handled, 
to  hold  any  fish.  Of  course  the  6 in.  or  8in.  of 
line  above  the  hooks  must  always  be  of  gimp — 
cela  va  sans  dire.  Spinning  fines  necessarily 
must  be  of  a stronger  make,  the  continued 
friction  through  the  rings  tending  to  wear  them 
out  very  rapidly  unless  of  hard,  stout  texture. 
The  common  big,  round  pike  float  is  a mistake  ; 
in  windy  weather  its  dragging,  jerking  motion 
tends  to  kill  the  bait  in  a very  much  shorter 
time  than  a long,  taper  one,  besides  lessening 
to  a very  great  extent  tbe  effect  of  the 
sharpest  strike,  and  considerably  adding  to 
the  difficulty  of  casting  in  the  teeth  of  a strong 
wind,  which  is  occasionally  unavoidable.  This 
brief  summary  of  the  minor  points  of  suc- 
cessful pike  fishing  will,  of  course,  be  of  no 
particular  interest  to  the  great  number  of  prac- 
tised pike  fishers  who  are  fully  versed  in  the 
minutim  of  their  art,  and  is  simply  touched  upon 
on  the  chance  of  its  being  of  value  to  any  angler 
whose  inattention  to  such  small  but  important 
details  has  resulted  in  his  not  obtaining  such  a 
full  enjoyment  of  this  department  of  angling  as 
their  observance  would  certainly  have  secured. 

(To  be  continued.) 


PISHING  FOR  PRIZES. 


The  other  day  a gentleman  well-known  in  the 
angling  world,  but  who  shall  be  nameless,  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  no  angler  could  be  a true  sports- 
man if  he  fished  for  prizes.  I differed  with  him 
then  as  I differ  with  him  now  ; in  the  past  there 
have  been  many  good,  thoughtful,  well-meaning 
anglers  who  have  fished  for  prizes.  Taking  the 
London  clubs  en  bloc,  they  still  have  for  members 
hundreds  of  ardent,  skilful,  and  observant 
wielders  of  the  rod  wbo,  as  in  years  past,  fish  for 
the  love  of  the  sport  first,  and,  if  there  are  any 
prizes  offered  for  the  best  fish  or  the  heaviest 
gross  weight,  they,  according  to  the  true  tradi- 
tions of  Englishmen  and  of  good  sportsmen,  in 
friendly  rivalry  enter  for  the  trophies  of  the  day. 
They  pit  their  skill  one  against  the  other,  there 
are  no  favours  shown,  tbe  conditions  of  the 
match  are  well  laid  down,  only  fish  of  a 
certain  legal  measurement  will  count,  and 
thus  a healthy  competition  is  promoted.  That 
being  the  case,  I could  never  see  where  the  terms 
“ pot-hunters  ” and  “ prize-grabbers,”  as  applied 
to  the  London  club  anglers,  came  in.  We  five  in 
an  age  of  competition,  and  to  the  different 
branches  of  sport  is  closely  allied  the  prize  fund. 
Prizes  in  some  form  or  another  are  given  in  con- 
nection with  rowing,  swimming,  shooting,  foot- 
ball, cricket,  running,  and  even  aristocratic  golf. 
Why  should  an  angler  any  more  than  any  other 
sportsman  be  debarred  from  winning  a prize  ? 
Should  the  fisher  be  fortunate  to  be  first  at  the 
scales,  it  is  as  a result  of  the  skill  he  has  exhibited 
when  by  the  riverside,  and  that  he  has  had  to  fish 
hard  for  the  position  gained  is  well  known  to 
those  who  have  been  spectators  of  an  angling 
match.  The  competitors  arrive  at  the  riverside 
thoroughly  prepared  for  the  event ; how  neat  is 
their  tackle  and  box,  how  well  supplied  they  are 
with  bait,  how  intent  on  fish  and  fishing  they 
seem.  In  sunshine  and  in  storm,  by  bright 
streams  and  by  swollen  waters,  tbey  stick  to 
their  rods — rain,  hail,  and  even  snow,  have  no 
terrors  for  the  London  anglers.  Perhaps  there 
are  three  prizes  fer  the  day’s  competition,  and 
twenty  men  from  the  club  are  by  the  river  side, 
so  that  if  these  men  were  the  greedy  prize 
grabbers  they  have  been  called,  they  would 
certainly  not  enter  into  a competition  like  this. 
Six  prizes  and  half  a dozen  competitors  would 
be  more  in  their  fine.  As  we  fishermen  well  know, 
a great  deal  of  uncertainty  attaches  to  angling 
matches,  and  thus  it  is  that,  until  the  last  minute 
is  up,  the  twenty  anglers  have  no  idea  who  are 
the  three  lucky  prize  takers.  And  when  the 
prizes  have  been  won,  those  taking  them  are,  in 


my  opinion,  none  the  less  sportsmen  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  though  they  may  be  in  the  faddists 
of  the  piscatorial  community.  I reiterate  my 
assertion  that  the  genuine  club  anglers  fish  for 
the  love  of  the  sport  first.  I should  like  to 
know  how  many  times  they  go  fishing  when 
there  is  not  the  least  sign  of  a prize.  Why 
do  they  leave  London  in  the  small  hours  of 
a winter’s  morning  *for  some  river  in  the 
country  F Why  do  they  fish  under  atmospheric 
conditions  which  savour  more  of  the  North  Pole 
than  of  Merry  England  ? There  are  no  prizes  to 
fish  for.  No  ; but  there  is  the  day  in  the  country; 
there  is  the  pleasure  of  being  released  from  the 
office-stool  and  the  bench  ; there  is  the  thought 
of  gamely- fighting  roach  in  the  sharp  stream ; 
there  is  the  thought  of  how  the  fish,  fresh  from 
the  winter  water,  will  look  on  the  club  trays  in 
the  evening  ! There  is  no  prouder  man  tban  a 
London  club  angler  when,  out  of  his  pillow-case- 
shaped fishing  bag,  he  produces  the  fat,  bronze- 
coloured  roach,  with  blood-red  fins,  before  the 
eyes  of  his  admiring  brother  members.  What  a 
catch  here  to  take  a prize.  But  it  is  an  off-day 
with  the  club — the  next  prize  outing  is  a fort- 
night hence  ! The  money  the  average  club  angler 
spends  in  the  course  of  a season  in  railway 
travelling  alone  vastly  exceeds  the  value  of  the 
prizes  he  may,  by  his  skill  and  craft,  have  carried 
off  at  various  periods.  Going  out  fishing  involves 
the  London  angler  in  considerable  expense. 
There  is  no  good  roach  and  dace  water  at  the 
bottom  of  the  back  garden.  Journeys  of  from 
forty  to  eighty  miles  are  not  unfrequently  made, 
which,  even  with  the  grand  concessions  afforded 
by  the  privilege  tickets,  necessitate  an  expendi- 
ture of  from  3s.  to  close  on  7s.  The  latter  sum 
makes  a big  hole  in  half-a-sovereign,  and  if  the 
angler  should  find  on  his  return  he  has  won  a 
prize,  well,  it  makes  his  day’s  expenses  come  all 
the  lighter,  though  on  many  occasions  there  has 
been  no  prize  to  go  for.  One  would  think,  to  hear 
some  people  hold  forth,  that  there  was  a great 
giving  away  of  bags  of  gold  and  silver  in  prizes 
at  the  clubs  on  a weighing-in  night.  One  would 
he  led  to  suppose  that,  as  soon  as  a man  won, 
say,  half-a-guinea  or  a guinea,  the  secretary 
handed  it  over  to  him  the  very  instant  he  was 
entitled  to  it.  If  such  was  the  case,  then, 
indeed,  might  some  reasonable  doubt  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  club  angler’s  claim  to  the  name 
of  sportsman.  But  how  and  when  are  the  prizes 
made  over  to  those  who  have  won  them  P I 
know  of  no  weekly  or  monthly  distributions ; 
there  are,  I believe,  quarterly  and  half-yearly 
ones  at  some  clubs,  but  generally  speaking  I 
believe  it  is  the  custom  to  present  the  prizes  at 
an  annual  gathering.  The  dinner  night  is  an 
occasion  much  utilised  for  this  purpose  ; or  if  not 
then  a special  “ smoker  ”,  is  organised.  I should 
here  like  to  refer  to  the  character  of  the  prizes 
and  how  they  come  to  be  presented  for  competi- 
tion. It  may  be  said  at  once  that,  taken  all 
round,  money  prizes  are  in  a minority  as  com- 
pared with  the  various  other  articles  presented  for 
prizes.  It  is  equally  true  that  in  some  clubs  too 
many  money  awards  are  made,  but  even  in  this  direc- 
tion they  are  beginning  to  assume  a more  appro- 
priate character.  Large  numbers  of  club  anglers 
could  produce  medal  after  medal  and  cup  after  cup 
they  had  won,  and  which  now,  upon  their  side- 
boards and  parlour  tables,  prove  pleasant  sou- 
venirs of  days  well  spent  by  the  river  side,  and 
by  their  inscriptions  are  living  testimonies  to  the 
skill  of  those  who  have  gained  them.  Those 
prizes  have  been  and  will  be  handed  down  from 
father  to  son,  not  disgracing  those  who  fondly 
keep  them  for  memory’s  sake,  but  being  cherished 
as  the  prizes  of  good  and  honest  anglers.  The 
various  forms  which  the  prizes  take  may  be  seen 
on  distribution  nights,  when  twenty  different 
articles  are  on  view.  The  presence  together 
may  be  noticed  at  these  gatherings  of  fishing 
rods,  tackle,  landing  nets,  creels,  baskets, 
waders,  top  boots,  plate  and  cutlery,  medals, 
cups,  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  clocks, 
provisions,  spirits,  sacks  of  potatoes,  hams, 
the  much  villified  copper  kettle,  and,  at 
Christmas  time,  seasonable  presents.  The  money 
prizes  are  quite  small  in  number  compared  to  the 
other  kind  of  awards.  Still,  to  a working  man 
angler,  who  has  won  a couple  of  guineas,  say  in 
August,  the  “ bit  of  gold  ” does  not  always  come 
inopportune  at  the  festive  season,  whatever 
people  may  think  or  say.  It  will  most  likely 
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bo  given  to  “ Mth.  Angler”  to  buy  herself  and 
children  some  now  olothos,  or  perhaps  bn  devoted 
towards  making  the  man’s  home  all  the  more 
bright  and  cheerful  at  such  a time  as  Christmas. 
Thoro  is  nothing  very  pot-bunting  about  the 
angler  who  wins  a pri/.o,  say  in  July,  and  does 
not  get  it  till  January!  Another  interesting 
point  to  consider  is  the  source  from  whence  these 
prizes  spring.  I have  been  intimately  associated 
with  club  anglers  for  some  time  now,  and 
it  appears  to  mo  that  the  prizes  are  generally 
first  promised  at  tho  annual  dinnor  and 
presentation.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
what  is  termed  the  “ prize  list  ” is  opened. 
Then  the  company  present  offer  what  they 
like  for  the  ensuing  season,  the  members 
themselves  in  some  instances  giving  the  majority 
of  prizes.  In  other  cases  tho  guests  who  have 
been  welcomed  to  the  feast  verbally  “ shell  out  ” 
handsomoly,  but  perhaps  the  guinea  and  the 
umbrella  or  the  silver  cup  they  promise  will  not 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  winners  until  that  night 
twelve  months. 

Some  club  anglers  are  not  of  course  as  good 
as  they  might  be,  but  are  there  not  black  sheep 
in  every  flock  ? That  being  the  case,  it  is  an 
injustice  to  call  the  club  fishermen  pot  hunters 
or  excessive  prize  fishers.  They  can  never  be 
either  under  the  conditions  which  the  prizes  are 
now  fished  for.  A.  R.  Matthews. 


ANGLING  NOTES. 

By  A.  N.  Cheney,  from  Forest  and  Stream. 


A New  Book  upon  Angling. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  announce  the 
forthcoming  of  a new  angling  work,  which  will 
bear  the  title  “ The  Book  of  the  Ouananiche  and 
its  Canadian  Environment,”  and  the  author  is 
Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  editor  of  the  Quebec 
Chronicle,  well  known  to  the  readers  of  Forest 
and  Stream  through  his  contributions  to  this 
journal.  Mr.  Chambers  is  peculiarly  fitted  to 
write  a book  of  this  character,  for  he  is  a keen 
sportsman,  a close  observer,  and  a charming 
writer.  He  has  long  had  such  a work  in  mind, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  fish  about 
which  he  writes  in  its  native  waters  he  has  made 
repeated  and  extensive  trips  to  and  through  the 
Canadian  wilds  and  filled  his  note-books  with 
information  at  first  hands.  It  was  because  of  his 
wide  information  upon  the  subject  that  he  was 
selected  to  write  about  Canadian  sport  in 
“ Baedeker’s  Canada.”  He  was  the  companion  of 
Archibald  Stuart,  the  Scotch  explorer  of  Mistas- 
sini Lake  on  a trip  up  Mistassini  River,  and  also 
of  Colonel  Andrew  Haggard  on  another  trip  in 
the  region  beyond  Lake  St.  John,  where  the 
ouananiche  push  their  way  far  northward  to 
spawn.  Familiar  with  the  language  of  the 
natives,  he  has  not  been  dependent  upon  an  inter- 
preter for  a knowledge  of  the  legends,  folk  songs, 
&c.,  of  an  interesting  people  about  which  he 
writes  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  fish  and 
fishing  of  Canada ; and  what  he  writes  of  the 
philology  of  the  ouananiche  is  corroborated  by 
the  best  living  authority,  Rev.  Father  Arnaud, 
missionary  to  the  Montagnais  Indians. 

Mr.  Chambers’s  book,  now  nearly  completed  in 
manuscript,  cannot  fail  to  interest  and  instruct 
the  great  army  of  anglers  who  have  either 
caught  or  hope  to  catch  that  unequalled  game 
fish,  the  ouananiche ; and,  further,  it  will  serve  as 
a correct  guide  to  the  region,  and  give  other 
valuable  information  to  sportsmen  and  tourists. 

Fly-Casting  in  One  Lesson. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  month  of  October 
Mr.  Elihu  Vedder  visited  me,  and  almost  upon 
the  evening  of  his  arrival  he  began  to  talk  about 
fishing.  Living  abroad  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
where  he  has  had  little  opportunity  for  fishing, 
has  not  in  the  least  dulled  his  fondness  for  the 
sport  as  practiced  in  his  native  country.  I told 
him  that  the  fishing  season  was  practically  over, 
that  the  trout  fishing  was  closed  by  statute,  that 
black  bass  were  probably  hybornating  in  the 
bottom  of  the  lakes  among  the  rocks,  and  had 
temporarily  lost  their  game  qualities,  even  if  they 
would  bite  at  all,  and  that  this  left  pike  and 
perch.  He  was  game  for  any  kind  of  fishing, 
though  it  resulted  only  in  fishing  and  no  catching; 
so  we  drove  to  a pretty  little  pond  among  the 
hills,  clad  in  their  fading  autumn  finery,  prepared 
with  a lunch  of  noble  proportions  to  spend  the 


day.  Tho  last  time  that  I had  fished  the  pond  I 
was  a boy,  and  fished  through  the  ice  for  the  so- 
called  pickerel,  and  I went  there  on  this  occosion 
more  for  its  beautiful  surroundings  than  for  the 
fish. 

On  our  way  we  bought  a bucket  of  minnows, 
and  during  the  day  wo  did  manage  to  catch  three 
pike  and  a number  of  perch,  and  Vedder  rounded 
up  all  the  species  of  fish  the  pond  contained  by 
catching  a solitary,  half-hearted  black  bass  that 
came  to  tho  landing-net  with  scarcely  a protest. 

“Is  that  the  jumping  black  bass,  the  game 
black  bass,  the  black  bass  that  fights  like  a bull- 
dog, and  all  that  sort  of  stuff  ? ” 

“ Yes,  that  is  the  fish,  but  it  has  its  own  season, 
the  same  as  the  oyster  and  the  spring  chicken 
and  the  crocus,  and  this  is  not  the  season  when  it 
displays  its  game  qualities  in  this  latitude.  Come 
over  another  year  when  the  bass  are  in  season, 
and  you  will  find  a fish  that  will  make  your  blood 
rush  through  your  veins  when  it  jumps  with  your 
hook  in  its  mouth.  If  I had  my  way  I would 
close  the  bass  season  in  this  State  the  first  of 
October.” 

“ But  I do  not  altogether  fancy  this  sort  of 
fishing  compared  with  fly-fishing  I have  seen  in 
England,  and  been  invited  to  share  in,  but  which 
I was  obliged  to  decline  because  I could  not  cast 
a fly.  At  a country  house  on  the  Wandle  where 
I was  a guest,  a doctor  came  down  from  London 
on  a professional  visit,  and  gave  a few  minutes  to 
the  patient,  and  was  off  to  the  river  with  a fly- 
rod.  Such  fly-casting  as  he  did  seemed  mar- 
vellous to  me,  and  I have  always  desired  to  be  a 
fly-fisherman.” 

“Well,  you  shall  have  a lesson  in  fly-casting 
when  we  return  home,  for  the  canal  is  near,  and  I 
have  fly-rods  conveniently  at  hand  for  a trial.” 

The  next  day  we  went  to  a basin  in  the  canal, 
and  mounting  a fly-rod  I showed  Mr.  Yedder 
how  to  do  the  trick.  From  the  first,  his  back 
cast  was  perfect,  and  his  front  cast  bad.  His 
line  would  go  well  up  behind  him,  curve  properly, 
and  then  fall  in  a tangle  on  the  water  before  him. 
Again  I showed  him,  and  he  said  I cast  without 
apparent  effort,  while  it  tired  him  to  cast  five 
minutes.  This  was  because  he  cast  with  his  arm 
and  his  body,  and  not  with  the  rod.  Suddenly 
it  came  to  him,  and  within  an  hour  from  the 
time  he  first  took  the  rod  in  hand,  he  was  casting 
easily  and  gracefully  over  50ft.,  and  this  without 
effort.  On  another  day  we  went  to  the  canal 
and  he  handled  the  rod  like  a veteran  of  many 
seasons.  One  measured  cast  was  63ft.,  and  all 
his  casting  was  done  in  a most  workmanlike 
manner.  In  all  my  experience  I never  saw  a 
man,  green  at  the  business,  who  handled  a fly  as 
he  did  in  a few  hours’  practice.  The  moment  he 
got  the  idea  of  jiroper  time  to  be  allowed  for  the 
back  cast,  and  realise  that  the  rod  must  be  lifted 
with  the  tip  inclined  a little  to  the  right  and 
never  carried  back  much  beyond  the  perpendi- 
cular, then  held  in  the  same  plane  with  the 
angler’s  figure  and  brought  forward  vigorously, 
as  the  fly  straightened  out  behind,  by  the  action 
of  the  rod  itself,  he  was  as  much  a fly-caster  as 
though  he  had  been  practicing  for  years. 


THE  FISHING  TACKLE  TRADE  AND 
FOREIGN  COMPETITION. 

Mr.  S.  Allcock,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  manu- 
facturer, of  Redditch,  in  responding  to  a post-prandial 
toast,  said  : “ It  was  too  true  that  the  senseless  compe- 
tition and  cutting  of  prices  among  manufacturers 
constituted  a far  greater  danger  to  the  local  trades  than 
all  the  foreign  competition.  He  remembered  forty  years 
ago  needles  being  sold  at  9d.  per  lb.,  but  the  competition 
and  price-lowering  among  manufacturers  was  never  so 
keen  and  merciless  as  it  had  been  during  the  past  ten 
years,  both  in  needles  and  fish-hooks.  If  the  conditions 
prevented  competition  with  the  Germans  in  the  common 
qualities,  let  English  manufacturers  keep  their  prestige 
for  good  quality,  and  then  they  could  hold  their 
ground.  It  was  absolutely  necossary  there  should 
be  greater  unity  among  manufacturers  as  to  prices 
and  qualities,  or  it  would  be  a sorry  thing  for  the 
town.  After  forty-five  years’  experience  he  was  able  to 
assert  that  tho  competitive  strife  was  greater  now  than 
it  ever  had  been,  and  the  pitiable  reflection  was  that 
this  suicidal  cutting  was  as  unnecessary  as  it  was 
injurious.  When  they  found  firms  copying  their  neigh- 
bours’ quality,  numbers,  and  illustrations,  and,  without 
any  need,  sinking  twenty  per  cent,  on  certain  qualities 
of  hooks,  it  beoarne  plain  that  their  greatest  dangor  lay 
at  homo.  Of  course  this  unnecessary  prioe  cutting 
ultimately  affected  tho  workmen  themselves.  The 
lowering  of  prices  meant  a loworing  of  tho  wage  rate.” 


Mr.  Allcook  is  also  interested  in  the  Itedditch  Volun- 
teer  Fire  Brigade,  and  last  week  presided  at  the  annual 
dinner,  at  which  several  members  of  Messrs.  Bartleet  I 
and  Sons’  Brigade  were  also  present.  After  the  toast,  , 
“ The  Redditch  Volunteer  Fire  Brigade,”  had  been  given 
and  responded  to,  and  the  prizes  for  drill  attendances 
distributed,  Mr.  H.  Guise  submitted  “The  Trade  of 
Itedditch.”  He  said ; “ One  of  the  most  striking  features 
of  trade  in  that  district  was  the  marvellous  development 
of  fishing  tackle  within  the  last  half-century.  Its  in- 
troduction had  made  Redditch  the  world’s  centre  of  that 
industry,  and  he  did  not  think  any  other  centre  in  the 
world  attempted  to  touch  the  town  in  its  fishing  tackle. 

A little  more  than  fifty  years  ago  Redditch  had  very 
little  to  do  with  fishing  tackle.  From  inquiries  he  had 
made,  the  oldest  firm  which  then  existed  was  that  of 
Messrs.  Yoxall  and  Sons,  whom  he  believed  employed 
about  ten  people.  The  oldest  fish  hook  makers  were 
Messrs.  Richard  Hemming  and  Sons,  who  then  employed 
perhaps  twenty-five  persons  in  the  fish  hook  business. 
At  the  present  time,  however,  the  firm  of  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  & Co.  employed  more  than  five  hundred  people 
at  nothing  but  fishing  tackle.  He  believed  the  Chair- 
man had  been  at  the  head  of  that  firm  for  fifty  years, 
and  in  that  period  it  had  grown  at  a terrific  rate, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  grow  in  the  next  thirty  years 
like  it  had  grown  during  the  past  thirty  years.  Ho 
mentioned  this  to  show  that  Mr.  Allcock  was  a very  ; 
high  authority  on  the  subject,  in  fact  he  questioned  i 
if  anybody  could  possibly  know  more  than  that  gentle- 
man about  it.  It  was  important  that  they  should  strain  i 
every  nerve  to  maintain  the  supremacy  they  possessed.”' 
Mr.  Allcock,  in  responding,  said:  “The  Germans 
could,  in  the  needle  trade,  turn  out  a fair  article,  and  i 
he  made  the  remark  some  years  ago  that  Itedditch, 
people  under-rated  what  the  Germans  were  doing  in 
that  trade  ; but  as  for  the  tackle — and  he  had  a list  of 
towns  were  tackle  was  made — they  did  but  little.  Fish 
hooks  were  made  only  on  a very  small  scale,  and  those 
were  of  a very  common  quality.  There  was  no  question 
that  the  Americans  cut  prices  considerably  amongst 
themselves  quite  as  much  as  the  manufacturers  did 
amongst  themselves  in  England,  but  they  could  not  beat 
Redditch  manufacturers  in  their  own  country,  or  Conti- 
nental countries  of  Europe.  Some  of  the  goods  were  made 
in  America,  a good  many  rods  being  made  there  because 
the  wood  grew  there  and  was  made  up  by  machinery,  j 
but  one  consignment  of  such  goods  proved  sufficient  for 
Continental  purchasers.  Lines  were  also  made  in  ; 
America  with  other  tackle,  but  the  labour  was  so  dear 
it  did  not  greatly  interfere  with  English  goods.  Millions 
of  hooks  were  sent  every  year  to  America,  notwith- 
standing the  excessively  high  duty.  During  the  last 
seven  years,  Redditch  houses  had  cut  down  the  prices 
of  hooks  35  per  cent.,  without  the  slightest  necessity. 

It  might  be  said  that  manufacturers  were  getting 
enormous  profits  previously,  but  it  was  the  workman 
who  had  had  to  suffer  until  they  could  scarcely  get  a 
living.  The  Redditch  people  could  hold  their  own  with 
regard  to  the  all-round  quality  of  the  goods  turned  out 
of  their  factories.  He  thought  he  had  shown  them  they 
had  no  country  to  fear  in  the  tackle  trade  so  far  as 
present  day  competition  was  concerned.” 


EASTERN  COUNTIES’ ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took  place  at  the 
Duke’s  Head  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  a 
capital  spread  was  provided  by  Host  Foulsham.  A 
goodly  number  of  members  and  friends  were  present, 
Mr.  E.  Saunders  being  in  the  chair.  After  the  removal 
of  the  cloth,  the  principal  features  of  the  evening  were 
the  presentation  of  the  special  prizes  for  specimen  fish 
taken  during  the  past  season,  and  the  ten-guinea 
Challenge  Cup  and  silver  medals.  The  donors  and 
successful  competitors  were  as  follows  : Aneroid  baro- 
meter, given  by  Mr.  Saunders  for  the  largest  bream, 
won  by  Mr.  Harrison ; stuffed  bird  in  medallion  for 
largest  perch,  won  by  Mr.  S.  Walpole,  Filby ; 
fishing  rod,  by  Mr.  Salinger,  for  largest  roach, 
won  by  Mr.  D.  Smith,  Filby  ; silver  medal  given 
by  the  society,  for  the  holder  of  the  Chal- 
lenge Cup  1893,  Mr.  Salinger.  The  coveted  Challenge 
Trophy,  subscribed  for  by  members  and  friends 
of  the  society  in  1888,  was  finally  won  by  Mr.  W.  Lowne, 
Fullers  Hill,  he  having  won  it  in  1888,  1892,  1891.  A 
silver  medal  accompanied  the  cup,  both  being  beauti- 
fully engraved  with  suitable  inscriptions.  The  medals- 
were  supplied  by  Mr.  Goose,  jeweller,  of  Regent-street, 
all  of  which  have  caused  much  attraction  while  displayed 
in  his  window  during  the  past  few  days.  The  recipients 
suitably  responded.  The  next  thing  to  take  into  con- 
sideration was  the  replacing  of  the  Challenge  Cup.  The 
meeting  was  informed  that  the  worshipful  the  Mayor  (F. 
Arnold  Esq.),  wished  to  head  the  list  with  a subscription. 
Councillor  Tunbridge  offered  half  a guinea,  after  which 
the  half-guineas  came  in  from  all  directions,  so  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  replacing  it.  £5  10s.  was  promised  in 
the  room  by  Messrs.  Goose,  Lowne,  Salinger,  Myers. 
Thompson,  Teasdel,  Blyth,  Knights,  Walpole,  and 
Juby,  which  was  highly  gratifying.  In  addition  to  these, 
specials  and  cup  woro  offered  for  the  coming  season  by 
Messrs.  Goose,  Smith,  Wade,  Harrison,  Salinger,  and 
Messrs.  Bartleet  and  Co.,  London,  per  Mr.  Salinger.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  tho  donors,  also  to  the 
chairman  for  presiding.  A most  enjoyable  evoning 
was  spent,  tho  harmony  of  tho  evoning  being  added  to 
by  the  songs  sung  by  Mossrs.  Hart,  Batloy,  Wade,  and 
Thurlow,  reoitations  by  Mr.  Duinbloton,  which  oausod 
muoh  amusoment,  and  a reading  by  Mr.  Salinger.  Mr. 
Latten  prosidod  at  the  piano. 


RlV,er  ReV°rters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
C !®M<L®  %?st  cfrd,  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

~fT+ufilidnhe.time  ?f  hi£h  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 

rn^Lfp11?Jlng-pla0vS’1  t0  the  time  of  hi§-h  water  at 
London  Bridge  given  below 


)30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
40  „ „ Putney. 

45  „ ,,  Hammer- 

smith. 

50  ..  ..  Barnes. 


!55  min.  forKew. 

75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

85  ,,  „ Twicken- 

ham. 

85  „ ,,  Teddington 
R :-7?£  it,i?  ^h  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 

85  mfnutes  ktor  * Water  at  Teddington  at  3'25 

strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  oe  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


brandlings  should  [take  roach  from  the  deep  pools  — 
Rambler.  y 1 

Thames  (Oxford). — The  river  isj  now  in  good  order. 
Reports  of  a few  jack  taken  during  the  week.  Tho  only 
good  catch  during  the  week  was  on  Saturday  last,  writes 
Mr  Ctere  of  Radcot  Bridge,  who  was  down  the  river 
with  a punt  and  espied  two  otters  in  a willow  tree.  He 
thereupon  kept  sentry,  and  sent  his  man  for  his  gun  and 
bagged  tho  two.  _ No  other  specimens  to  report.— C.  H. 
(Reading).— Excellent  fishing  is  obtainable 


Morning. 

8 9.49 

9 10.49 

10  11.43 

H 0.  8 

12  0.54 

13  1.42 

14  2.28 


Evening. 
....  10.20 
....  11.16 


0.31 
1.17 
2.  5 
2.52 


Saturday,  Dec. 

Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday 
Wednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough 

Saturday,  Dec.  8 “(f ^T'o 

Sunday , „ g U.29  H56 

Monday,  „ K)  _ 12  23 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge" 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

+i1f,0Weri.  Tb-ames.— ' General  Remarks.— Although 
:lver  bas  been  apparently  in  fine  condition  for  some 
days  and  is  now  reported  to  be  in  good  order  those 

foDrgthemWhTheVe  b+£n  °Ut  ha7e  not  found  the  fish  ready 
or  them.  The  weather  may  have  had  something  to  do 

oufofV  b’.  rathfr’  tbe  temperatureof  the  water  arising 
out  of  it  has  not  suited  the  feeding  of  the  fish.  Several 

?;„TlP/1Vate,C?::reSpondents  have  informed  me  that  in 
ind  f hf  ]aL  th?y  bav®  not  found  the  fish  on  the  move, 
and  I have  heard  of  others  who  are  going  to  make  a 
start  towards  the  end  of  the  week.  There  is  one  special 

n°te’  tbat  in  a11  the  plaoes  wbere  the 
r™!  ?f  d®b  have  been  reported  the  perch  have  been 
perhfd^sf  a?|lejSlwd  1 ““assured  that  at  no  distant 
the  Th  find  t!lat  Percb  have  again  returned  to 

it  tIh  ’at,  ]s-  assuming  they  have  ever  left 

one  of  * 'rtl  °f  ^h!S  Week  . wil1  be  fonnd 

■ that  4-  been  taken  at  Twickenham,  and 

??at  at  Court  Mr‘  J-  C-  Chubb,  who 

among.?  'mmittee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  has  been 

TW.es  it  Hampton  Court.  The  Board  of 

in  the  bav®  made  a great  improvement 

keener  ■ deputations  to  the  Thames  river 

3 , ; n a good-sized  piece  of  parch- 

Tmethi  oed  and  a small  portable  ticket, 

substitnt  railway  season  ticket,  has  been 

Damp  °Tli  .cb®  h°lder  °*  lt;  has  t0  mg'"  bis  own 

ti  o , ln£  prepared,  and  will  soon  be  in 

oE  he  ke,epers-  1 bav®  received  a 

Wf™,  ; aver  keeper  to  the  effect  that  the 

flood  has  enti.  .peared,  and  without  the  loss  of 

S’  1 an/’  .'ad  John  Coulter,  writing  from 

m °™vS  mel™at  he  and  Hackett,  both  being 
thlt  h??  ) 8’  . 1,ave  been  'y^ytpusy  looking  up  the  fish 
that  have  been  left  out  antfpuWing  them  back  again.” 
similar  reports  from  others,  and,  as  the  men  have 
fol +h  fa’fbfuliy  ' carried  out  their  instructions,  it  is  now 
wa?  angl,erf  ,to  recognise  what  they  have  done  in  the 
T.otywggeSt-ed  iaSt  W60k  ’ and,  although  my  appeal  has 

not  yet  received  a general  response,  several  of  the  con- 
tributors members  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  have  sent  an 
increased  amount— but  where  are  the  anglers,  who  are 

not  members,  that  have  not  yet  contributed  ?— B. 
v , , (Chertsey).  John  Poulter  during  the  week 
Rnak  kfiVf°Ur  'fu  r and  some  good  roach;  and  Mr 
W I8  '11'?,  Wltih  L?uan  Hackett,  caught  one  day  two 
jack  and  another  day  three  jack. — B. 

f ~~  Hampton  Court.— Mr.  j.  C.  Chubb  fishing 
for  two  days  with  William  Milbourne,  caught  thref 
anHlm  wrt  and  fivG  jfok'  T.be  weir  is  now  shut  up, 
fishingh-B  t6r  18  r°P0rted  t0  be  in  b’ood  order  for  all 

. ■ , (Kingston).— Jobn  Johnson  during  the  week 

has  talien  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  and  a 
a < 'JZen,  of  Percb-  Tbe  bank  anglers  have  been  getting 
some  roach  and  dace  and  a few  perch. — B B “ 

LeclVlade-  Cricklade.— The  water  at  Lech- 
lade  here  now  has  almost  come  down  to  its  normal  level 
b f 131.sfll[  hl5b  and  rapid,  and  what  one  might  call  a 
splendid  head  of  water  of  a good  colour.  The  deep 
pools  which  abound  here  look  most  tempting  just  noffP 
either  for  the  jack  fisher  or  the  roacher.  The  high 
floods  have  left  a lot  of  impedimenta  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  and  m the  osier  beds,  consisting  of  telegraph 
P°'es’ b,™  C00PS-  beehives,  and  old  boots.  Paternoster- 
ha?fWL  n?aCl1  °r  dace’ or  spinning  with  the  natural 
pan,  should  now  prove  the  most  successful  method  for 
jack,  and  red  paste,  gentles  or  creed  wheat,  or  red 


,,  uouiug  im  uucainaoie 

m the  Reading  district,  the  water  being  in  splendid 
condition  Dr.  Foley,  who  has  been  staying  at  New- 
^1,ed  pike,  weighing  respectively  221b.  and 
•L  ib  I he  fash  afforded  excellent  sport.  Other  gentle- 
men have  secured  exceedingly  large  baskets  from  the 
waters  in  the  district,  the  weight  of  one  being  501b. 
Mr.  Davies  killed  a fine  pike  during  the  early  part  of 
this  week,  weighing  291b.  J y 

r.  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  who  has  been 

fishing  principally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Datchet,  has 
been  out  one  day  with  Mr.  Wade  and  taken  four  dozen  of 
roach,  many  of  them  weighing  lib.  each,  and  a chub  of 
41b.  Another  day,  with  Mr.  O'Dowd,  four  dozen  of  good 
roach.  Another  day,  with  Mr.  Moss,  four  jack,  the 
LTft.nd  e]even  fine  Percb  ; and  on  Monday  last, 
with  Mr  O Dowd  a nice  show  of  chub,  six  of  which 
were  exhibited  the  same  evening  at  the  Piscatorial 
society,  the  largest  over  31b. — B. 

o'  r — Water  in  first-class  order, 

beveral  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  H.  Saunders 
took  several  good  pike  on  Sunday,  one  121b.,  and  one  1011b. 
A short  time  since  the  flood  he  took  a good  roach  of 
j'  loz • Bartholoman,  out  with  a gentleman  on  Sun- 
day, caught  some  fine  pike.  Two  gentlemen,  out  with 
Saunders  to-day.  caught  several  small  pike  and  one 
fine  fish  about  bib.  Professor  Mills  has  taken  several 
smail  pike,  and  lost  a good  one,  101b.  or  111b 

through  not  haying  a landing  net. -Horace  J.  Gardner. 

(Twickenham). — S.  Cole,  one  day  three 
dozen  of  roach  and  a perch  of  21b.,  and  another  day 
tvyelve  perch  and  one  jack.  Mr.  Carter,  fishing  one  day 
with  O.  Brown,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one 
perch;  and  John  Spong,  in  five  days,  501b.  of  roach  and 
dace  and  eleven  bream.  The  bank  anglers  have  been 
getting  some  roach,  dace,  bream,  and  a few  perch  both 

at  iwickenham  and  Richmond.— B. 

. ~ ~ (Windsor). — Though  the  water  in  this  district 

is  simply  perfect  as  regards  condition  for  jack  and  chub 
to  find  the  latter  in  many  old  haunts  will  be  found  tricky 
business.  This  is  due  to  the  great  draught  caused  by 
the  inability  of  placing  the  rimers  in  position  at  the  weir. 

1 visited  it  recently , and  found  the  staging  torn  up  for  about 
ten  yards  and  it  will  be  some  days  before  this  draught 
can  be  stopped. _ I went  to  a favourite  chub  bough  to 
see  if  they  were  m the  humour,  but  with  very  great  diffi- 
culty could  I a hold  float  in  the  only  quiet  spot  there  was  • 
wsuit,  one  bite,  one  chub  just  1 Jib.  ,witha  bunch  of  gentles! 
Pith  is  my  favourite  bait,  but  had  no  time  to  prepare 
this,  having  only  a few  minutes  at  my  disposal.  Jack 
are  going  well  and  many  have  been  taken.  In  two 
days,  Mr.  H.  Manning,  of  Windsor,  had  ten,  but  small 
and  a perch  of  21b.  The  Windsor  Lock  keeper,  on  one 
occasion,  five  from  the  pool  adjacent.  A London  angler 
had  a nice  one  of  Gib.  from  the  bank  ; but  the  premier 
fash  was,  I am  told,  a beauty  in  shape  and  condition, 
going-  1_  A lb. , which  was  caught  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
burly  Hall  Hotel,  situate  in  the  heart  of  the  best  water 
near  here  for  large  fish.  A jack  of  51b.  committed 
suicide  at  Boveney  by  jumping  out  of  the  water,  and 
was  found  flopping  about  on  a concrete  shelf  near  the 
apron  of  the  weir.  Needless  to  say,  it  met  with  a warm 
reception  by  the  finder.  I also  visited  Datchet 
with  the  secretary  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Anglin? 
Preservation  Society,  Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  and  we  fbund 
an  unprecedented  quantity  of  fish  left  behind  in  the 
d 1.,<;re8  *rom  the  flood.  In  one  place  they  are  there  in 
millions,  simply  land-locked  through  the  silting  up  of 
soil  at  the  outlet  of  the  ditch.  By  kind  permission  of 
the  owner  of  the  land,  Mr.  F.  Copeland,  of  Windsor, 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  dam  back  the  water’ 
take  away  the  obstruction,  and  liberate  this  vast  shoal’ 
which  can  then  easily  get  back  to  the  river.  Unfor! 
tunateiy,  many  jack  have  been  taken  by  loafers  ; but  the 
police  have  been  apprised,  and  instructed  to  take  al 
names  and  addresses  for  trespass.— B.  R.  Bambridge.  1 
Anclioline  District.  — Conditions  remain  very 
favourable  for  successful  pike  fishing,  but  as  days  get 
shorter  fewer  anglers  are  out.  A few  mixed  lots  of 
fishes  have  been  taken  here  and  there,  and  sundry  small 
pike  have  been  landed  by  local  men. — Thomas  Ford. 

Yn  Tuesflay  a very  fine  chub  was  caught  in 
the  Granchester  Mill  Pit  by  Mr.  F.  Utteridge,  post- 
master of  that  place.  The  fish  was  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  scaled  31b.— E.  A.  S. 

i ®treains- — 4 he  season  for  salmon  fishing 

closed  with  a rush  last  Saturday,  but,  unhappily,  not 
with  complete  glory.  Suspicions,  unfortunately  well 
founded,  rested  upon  some  of  the  methods  adopted  to 
secure  salmon  in  the  Camel.  The  bait  has  been,  without 
exception,  the  Devon  minnow,  and  the  waters  have  been 
very  clear.  Yet  under  these  conditions  over  a hundred 
salmon  probably  were  taken  in  the  closing  few  days. 

Ihe  Camel  ns  a very  good  salmon  river,  but  it  would 
beat  the  record  of  salmon  rivers  if  it  furnished  each  rod 
with  bye  or  six  salmon  daily.  This  river  has  been  sadly 
neglected.  The  Fowey,  which  carries  as  many  salmon 
as  the  Camel,  has  not  given  very  satisfactory  results 
owing,  probably,  to  the  colour  of  the  water.  Mr.  Pease 
got  one  salmon  of  121b.,  and  Mr.  Lander  one  of  101b.  on 
the  closing  day.  The  principal  takes  in  the  Camel  were 
by  professional  fishermen. — Bodmin 
Dee  (Corwen).-The  river  is  'in  good  order  for 
grayling  fishing,  and  nice  fish  are  taken  some  warm  days 


Although  the  water  is  good,  the  weather  is  cold  and 
; fearful  fog  to-day  (Wednesday).  Salmon  are  busy 
spawning,  and  some  fine  ones  are  to  be  seen.  There  was 
a fish  of  about  201b.  killed  the  other  day  by  an  otter ; 
there  was  no  sign  of  spawn. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  fishing,  and  fish  are  well  on  the 
teed.  Good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week 
with  chub  and  roach  on  the  Kirkham  Abbey  water. 
Worm  appears  to  be  the  best  bait.  Several  of  the 
roach  taken  were  over  lib.  each. — H. 

Dxe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — -Weather  is  now  dry  and 
seasonable,  and  pike  are  moving  somewhat  brisker.  In 
the  local  waters  several  fish  from  31b.  to  71b.  have  been 
taken  since  the  water  dropped  back,  Mr.  W.  Sheppard 
being  the  top  scorer.  Messrs.  Edwards,  Graf,  and  Little 
visited  the  Old  Tiverton  Canal  a few  days  ago,  when 
eight  pike  were  taken,  largest  lOJlb.  This  old  water- 
way is  now  in  good  angling  order,  the  weeds,  which  at 
one  time  were  so  obstructive,  having  been  cut  this  year. 
—Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  open 
weather  is  very  acceptable  to  the  anglers  of  the  district, 
and  they  appear  to  be  making  the  best  of  it.  The  water 
is  in  rare  trim  again,  and  both  bottom  fishing  and 
trolling  are  being  indulged  in.  In  the  Forty-foot  the 
roach  are  affording  a lot  of  sport,  and  good  baskets 
have  been  made,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  be 
made  while  the  present  weather  lasts.  About  Doning- 
ton  Bridge  and  Hubbert’s  Bridge  are  favourite  spots, 
and  subscribers  to  the  waters  are  at  work  most  days. 
Many  vary  operations  with  a bit  of  pike  fishing.  The 
present  is  now  favourable  for  pike  fishing,  and  there  are 
»rGaf  quantities  in  the  different  drains. — Limpet. 

. e (North  Notts).  — Angling  proceeds  in  this 
district,  but  the  work  is  chiefly  confined  to  local  men. 
The  weather  is  favourable,  save  last  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  when  the  fog  was  too  thick  to  see  the  water 
properly.  Details  of  sport  are  difficult  to  obtain,  but  I 
believe  some  good  pike  are  being  landed.  The  heavy 
one  caught  near  Retford,  which  I mentioned  last  week, 
®®al®d  22|lb.  Mr.  Oliver,  its  captor,  has  sent  it  to  Mr. 
Webster,  taxidermist,  at  Sheffield,  where  it  was  on 
view. — L. 

Itchen  (Bishopstoke). — Last  Friday  Mr.  Warren 
and  Parton,  a keeper,  had  some  fair  sport  pike  fishing, 
and  landed  three,  weighing  121b.,  51b.,  and 41b.— C.  McP. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Both  weather  and  water  are  at  the 
present  time  favourable  for  angling  pursuits,  and  some 
good  results  are  sure  to  accrue  with  a continuance  of 
the  same  conditions.  Sport  has  not  been  very  grand 
lately.  On  Dec.  2,  I saw  several  trays  of  good  fish,  but  I 
a|?o  heard  of  a good  many  blanks.  Undersized  jack  are 
still  causing  annoyance  to  perch  fishers.  At  Flanders 
W©h  some  very  good  pike  and  perch  have  been  taken. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  Tuck  had  a nice  jack  of  3Jlb. 
from  the  Fish  and  Eels  water  at  Hoddesden,  and  another 
gentleman  a fish  of  4Jlb.  from  the  adjacent  Forty  Guinea 
water.  (Thursday.) — Conditions  all  round  favourable. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End). — The  past  week  has  been 
responsible  for  the  capture  of  some  good  representative 
fish  from  our  waters.  Two  gentlemen  with  dace  bait 
took  three  jack  weighing  about  91b.  in  ail,  and  one  chub 
i~b-  ojoz.,  taken  with  a small  frog.  Messrs.  Hale, 
McDonald,  Barnes,  Gillespie,  &c.,  had  fair  sport  with 
jack  There  have  also  been  chub,  barbel,  bream,  and 
perch  shown.  The  weather  promises  well,  and  the  water 
could  not  be  in  a better  state. — F.  Green. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  now  run  down  and  are  in  good  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  cold  nights  and  foggy  mornings  have  been 
good  for  grayling,  and  they  have  rose  better  between 
eleven  and  three.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a 
tew  rods  have  been  out,  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have 
ii?e^caTlgb^  w^h  the  fly,  and  sport  has  been  had  with 
the  Grasshopper.  Tho  Pinsley  is  now  running  in  fishing 
order.— Gwtnne. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — The  water  is  in  first-class 
condition  for  any  description  of  fishing.  A few  nice 
takes  of  roach  have  been  had,  also  a good  take  of  dace. 

A few  small  jack  have  been  taken  with  live  bait,  and 
the  inevitable  big  one  has  got  away. — R.  E.  W 
Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— Excellent 
sport  all  round  has  been  the  rule  during  the  past  few 
days.  Some  splendid  samples  of  grayling  are  being 
taken  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  and  Rye 
tributaries.  The  open  weather  we  are  having  is  espe- 
cially favourable  to  this  class  of  winter  angling.  Several 
good  takes  of  coarse  fish  are  recorded  every  day 
especially  pike,  chub,  and  roach,  some  good  specimen 
samples  of  the  latter  fish  being  shown  by  Ouse  anglers 
— Ronald. 

Ouse  (Denver).  — The  waters  here  are  now  in 
excellent  condition,  and  in  fine  form  for  pike  fishing. 

I he  weather,  too,  is  equally  favourable,  though  this 
last  few  days  we  have  had  some  fog,  and  some  good  fish 
doubtless  await  the  glittering  spoon  or  lively  roach  (on 
a snap),  but  anglers  are  very  few  and  far  between.  Still 
it  is  hoped  that  sport  will  yet  be  recorded  before  the 
year  is  out,  or,  at  any  rate,  during  the  forthcoming  holi- 
days.—Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  remains  in  first 
class  order,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  are  well  on  the  feed, 
and  especially  is  this  the  case  with  pike,  which  are 
being  taken  in  large  numbers  all  along  the  river,  and 
particularly  in  the  deeps.  As  many  as  eighteen  have 
fallen  to  a couple  of  rods  in  a few  hours.  I was  out  on 
Monday  last  with  a friend  ; the  weather  was  delight- 
fully warm,  and  more  like  spring  than  winter;  we  took 
eight  nice  fish— largest  71b.,  smallest  41b.  Prospeots 
could  not  possibly  be  better,  and  the  correct  tip  to 
anglers  is  to  come  at  once.— B. 
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Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Tho  water  is  in  tho  pink  of 
condition,  and  sport  is  good  with  pike.  Several  bavo 
been  taken  since  my  last  report.  Two  rods  in  a low 
hours  landed  cighteon,  and  only  four  from  them 
returned,  tho  others  being  good  ones.  Another  outing, 
cloven,  four  returned,  ana  several  more  runs.  Another 
party  has  had  good  sport  with  deoont  ones.  A gentle- 
man staying  hero  took  nine  fish  in  a low  hours,  largest 
!)lb.  This  favourable  opportunity  ought  not  to  bo  loBt. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Sport  has  been  abundantall  the 
week,  and  none  of  my  patrons  have  returned  with 
empties.  Lust  Saturday  and  Sunday  wo  answered  lor 
thirty  fish  in  all,  Mr.  Wostrup  and  friends  having 
oloso  on  jjCwt.  of  nico  jack  (twelve  fish).  I had  seven  to 
my  rod,  and  every  day  since  lias  shown  good  returns. 
Fish  evidently  laying  low,  as  the  patornoster  took  well. 
Roach  also  have  been  well  on  the  feed  all  tho  week. 
The  water  is  in  splendid  order  now.— A.  feCARD. 

Rother  (Bodiam). — Tho  water  is  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  the  pike  are  on  the  move.  Mr.  Duillo  o 
Hastings,  on  Hoc.  2 secured  two  pike  in  splendid 
condition,  weighing  9jlb.  and  8', lb.  respectively.  Mr 
Streoton,  of  Nottingham,  a few  days  previously  caught 
three  very  respectable  fish,  largest  71b.  Some  good 

have  also  been  taken.— Hv.  Do wsett^  _ i 

Severn,  Vyruwy,  Tanat,  and  Cam  (Llanymy- 

necli ) — Tho  close  of  last  week  was  all  that  possibly 
could  bo  desired  by  anglers  in  pursuit  of  grayling,  as 
sharp  frosty  nights  were  succeeded  by  brilliant  sunshine 
throughout  tbe  entire  day,  and,  with  tho  water  in  capital 
condition,  all  able  to  indulge  in  their  favourite  sport 
were  amply  rewarded  for  the  past  spell  of  bad  weather. 
Paring  the  early  part  of  this  week  the  outlook  has  not 
been  so  favourable,  owing  to  mist  and  fog ; but  at  present 
there  is  every  indication  of  a change  for  the  better. 
In  the  Severn  and  lower  part  of  the  Vyrnwy,  trolling 
for  pike  is  still  carried  on  with  success,  and  good  baskets 
obtained. — Vyrnwy. 

Stort  (Roy  don).— Some  fine  jack  were  taken  here  on 
Dec.  1.  One  fisherman  took  five.  We  had  several 
fishermen  down  on  Dec.  2,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  good 
sport.  The  water  is  a good  colour. — T.  C.  (New  I™). 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  Once 
again,  thanks  to  the  favourable  weather  of  the  past 
fortnight,  floods  have  departed,  and  the  tidal  rivers  are 
in  fair  condition.  Mr.  Nash  writes  me  from  Pulboroogh 
that  the  Arun  is  in  good  condition  and  pike  on  the 
move — good  news  to  the  many  who  visit  the  district.  A 
few  good  pike  have  been  secured  in  the  upper  waters, 
and  a few  roach  and  bream  from  near  Stoke.  Pike  up 
to  81b.  are  reported  from  the  Ouse  above  Barcombe,  and 
roach  fishermen  have  had  fair  sport,  a few  fish  up  to 
lib.  having  been  taken  with  worm.  A few  hours  on  the 
Adur  resulted  in  a dozen  nice  roach,  averaging  8oz.,  a 
few  dace,  and  flatfish.  The  Rother  is  now  worth  a 
visit,  as  pike  are  reported  on  the  move.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  excellent  order,  and  several  pike  have  been 
taken  in  the  Hunston  district.  Codling  are  giving  sport 
in  the  harbours. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
run  clear  and  a nice  level,  and  is  in  capital  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  cold  and  frosty,  with 
foggy  mornings,  and  the  grayling  have  been  more  on  the 
feed.  Coarse  fish  are  also  biting  well  at  the  maggot.  A 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out.  . . . 

Teme  (Teubury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in  fair 
order  for  fishing,  having  gone  down  and  cleared.  The 
grayling  have  moved  better,  and  rise  well  at  the  fly  at 
mid-day.  A few  rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  as  yet  is 
quiet.  With  fine  days  some  good  grayling  should  be 
landed.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  quiet  — 
Worcester. 

Test  (Nursling).— On  December  4JMessrs.  Warren, 
live-bait  fishing  for  pike,  had  two  of  51b.  each. 
One  of  these  fish  had  been  struck  by  a friend  of  theirs, 
but  had  broken  away,  taking  a yard  of  gut  and  the  lead 
with  him.  Mr.  Warren  within  five  minutes  had  a run, 
and  landed  this  selfsame  pike,  with  the  gut  and  lead 
hanging  from  its  mouth. — C.  McP, 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— I am  pleased  to  tell  my 
fishing  subscribers  that  I have  been  successful  in  getting 
a very  fine  lot  of  stock  fish,  some  hundreds  of  very  fine 
roach,  a great  many  of  them  weiging  jib.  each,  There 
were  also  some  grayling,  jack,  and  dace.  A gentleman 
netting  his  water  at  Wheatbampstead  was  kind  enough 
to  let  me  have  them,  as  he  is  stocking  with  trout.  The 
following  gentlemen  and  subscribers  were  present  on 
Friday  evening  to  see  them  put  in  : Messrs.  Thurston, 
Lager,  W.  J.  Smith,  Woodruff,  &c.,  &c.  — John 
Warner.  „ , 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— The  pike  fishers  on 
the  Witham  and  adjacent  drains  have  been  having  some 
rare  luck  among  them  lately.  Hauls  are  mentioned  or 
301b.  and  401b.,  and  fish  up  to  81b.  or  91b.  each.  Sport 
has  been  had  at  Kirkstead,  Dogdyke,  Langnok,  and  even 
up  to  Bardney.  At  the  latter  place  they  have  been 
having  some  rare  luck  among  the  roach  as  well,  lhis 
has  generally  been  on  tho  side  drains,  which  just  now 
afford  much  better  sport  than  the  river.  The  fish  seem 
+o  have  gone  from  the  river  to  these  drains  to  escape  the 
U fects  of  the  flood,  and  in  places  the  water  is  described 
as  alive  with  fish. — Luci. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea.— As  wo  anticipated,  the  past 
week  has  been  a busy  one  amongst  tho  fish,  fisnor- 
men  enjoying  good  sport  in  both  Bea  and  river,  and 
the  fishermen  doing  remarkably  well.  The  proverbially 
fine  Aldeburgh  sprats  have  been  daily  landed  in  large 
quantities  and  promptly  dispatched  to  London  per 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  to  appear  next  morning  early 


at  “tho  ’gato”  in  all  their  tempting  freshness  and 
silvery  sheen|  and  their  superior  size  and  quality.  J. 
Cable  (lifeboat  coxswain)  and  Geo.  Ward  and  Son  (holders 
of  the  gold  challenge  swimming  cup)  have,  we  believe, 
made  largest  hauls,  but  tho  drifters  throughout  seem  to 
have  averaged  over  twenty  bushels  per  boat  daily,  since 
they  commenced  in  real  earnest  and  with  more  favour- 
able weather.  Cold  winds,  with  yesterday  (Wednesday) 
a slight  taHte  of  snow,  and  the  further  advent  of  various 
wild  fowl,  again  reninds  us  that  good  sport  for  gunners, 
&,c  may  bo  looked  for  an  the  Christmas  Holidays  draw 
near.— G.  A . W.  [ Our  correspondent  at  Aldeburgh-on-Sea 
Mr.  Geo.  A.  Whistler,  of  Wavoney  House,  will  gladly  give 
every  information  and  advice  as  to  fishing  and  shootmg 
to  intending  visitors  on  application.]  . 

Brighton. — We  have  bad  cold  N.E.  winds  during 
the  past  week,  but  the  sea  has  been  sufficiently  calm  to 
enable  boat  anglers  to  gooff  almost  daily,  the  favourite 
ground  just  now  is  about  a mile  off  the  Komptown 
shore.  Two  codfish  were  taken  a few  days  ago,  weighing 
171b.  and  2llb. — H.  . . 

Deal.— In  consequence  of  the  strong  easterly  winds 
fishing  by  boats  has  been  indifferent,  hut  where  lo^g 
lines  have  been  used  anglers  have  done  well  by  landing 
some  fine  cod.  In  spite  of  the  weather  some  gentlemen 
ventured  out  in  galley  punts,  but  did  not  meet  with  the 
success  they  anticipated.  Sprats  are  showing  iairly 
well,  and  the  factories  are  in  full  fiwing.  Fishing  on 
the  pier  has  been  rather  uncertain,  but  there  have  been 
a few  fair-sized  fish  taken.  Mr.  Minchin  captured  last 
Tuesday  seven  codling  weighing  201b.  — Edward 
Hanger,  Agent  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Telegram. — Change  in  weather.  Large  quantities 
of  cod  and  whiting  being  landed. — Edwd.  Hanger, 

A Fowey  (Cornwall).  — Notwithstanding  the  cold 
north-easterly  winds,  we  are  having  a continuance  of 
fairly  good  sport  with  whiting  and  gurnard,  and  now 
and  again  a good-sized  codfish,  ling,  or  skate.  H. 

Great  Yarmouth.— Sea  fishing  is  very  quiet  on  the 
whole.  There  are  some  good  fish  taken  with  plenty  of 
patience,  but  they  are  few  and  far  between  The  best 
fish  taken  during  the  week  has  been  one  of  141b.,  taken 
by  Mr.  Bradshaw  ; and  Mr.  Edward  Sanderson  had  some 
fish,  about  71b.,  but  I could  not  recommend  anyone  to  pay 
us  a visit  for  sea  fishing.  Pike  are  well  on  the  t®®d-  1 

had  a day  on  Barton  Broad  on  the  29th  ult.  with  Mr. 
Arthur  Mayers,  of  Bartleet.  and  Sons,  Gresham-street, 
London,  and  had  four  fish,  81b.,  71b.,  31b. ; the  fourth 
a baby,  we  returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  J.onron  had 
a day’s  fishing  on  the  same  day ; he  had  a grand  fish  oi 
11Mb.,  and  three  smaller,  about  31b.  each.  I also  inclose 
account  and  programme  of  Easter  C.  A.  S.  dinner,  but 
would  like  to  state  that  subscriptions  have  reached  AIU 
towards  challenge  cup.  I also  inclose  cutting  of  a rare 
fish  taken  at  Yarmouth  ; it  may  be  interesting  to  your 
readers. — H.  Salinger.  . 

Hastings.— Anglers  who  have  tolerated  the  cold 
weather  of  the  past  few  days  have  been  well  rewarded. 

I was  speaking  to  an  old  fisherman  a few  days  ago, 
said  that  the  large  catches  of  the  long  lines  and  other 
hookers  reminded  him  of  the  fishing  here  twenty  years 

ago.  It  is  a long  time  since  fish  were  so  plentiful.  Jbrom 

Hastings  Pier  a good  number  of  fish  have  been  secured, 
codling  forming  the  major  portion  of  the  catches ; flat 
fish  are  also  plentiful.  Angling  on  the  St.  Leonard  s 
Pier  is  now  carried  on  under  difficulties.  The  recent 
stormy  weather  having  almost  destroyed  the  landing 
stage,  operations  have  to  be  conducted  from  the  upper 
deck.  Despite  this  difficulty  some  good  fish  have  been 
reported  from  there. — Hy.  Dowsett. 

Plymouth.. — The  cold  weather  to  a certain  extent 
has  stopped  fishing  off  the  piers  as  a rule,  but  neverthe- 
less there  are  a few  that  can  be  always  seen  following 
up  the  fish  wherever  they  frequent— all  through  the 
winter  and  in  all  weather.  Smelt  are  in  good  condition 
now,  and  a lot  of  grey  mullet  are  being  taken,  a8  Yel1 
as  flatfish,  conger,  and  an  occasional  cod.  this  latter 
fish  has  rarely  been  taken  in  the  Sound  except  in  the 
last  year  or  so— that  is,  in  numbers.  I believe  the 
dredging  in  the  harbour  and  in  Sutton  Pool  may  account 
for  these  fish,  also  the  whiting  coming  so  far  in  the  bay. 
Yesterday  a fine  turbot,  141b.  weight,  was  caught  near 
the  hospital  ship  on  a spiller  that  was  laid  for  congei. 
Mackerel  very  often  make  their  appearance  again  during 
this  month,  and  hakes  are  getting  very  abundant ; they 
will  shortly  retire  into  the  deep  water  to  Bpawn,  where  our 
trawlers,  now  they  are  driven  so  many  miles  to  sea,  will 
no  doubt  rake  up  a good  deal  of  it.  The  list  of  fish  in 
season  for  this  month  are,  coal-fish,  hake,  ling,  cod, 
haddock,  pouting,  whiting,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  eel, 
sprat,  pilchard,  anchovy,  dory,  mackerel,  atherme 
(smelt),  skate,  homelyn  ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  and  alt 
shell  fish. — William  Hearder.  , , . , , 

Southampton. — -What  with  mine  blowing  and  tor 
pedo  practice  from  the  guard  ship  at  Netley,  sea  fishing 
m that  particular  pai-t  of  the  river  is  practically  abor- 
tive On  Dec.  2,  Mr.  Watling,  sen.,  caught  a splendid 
whiting,  besides  other  fish,  on  his  moorings  above  the 
pier.  Some  very  good  pouting  and  flatfish  have  been 
taken  from  the  pier,  generally  by  youngsters.— 0 
McPherson.  ,,  ...  ,, 

Southsea  and  District.— From  the  shore,  with  the 
water  thick,  only  one  or  two  large  fish  have  been  taken. 
From  the  pier  (East  Southsea)  some  good  dabs  have 
been  taken,  as  the  water  is  clearer  there.  Dredging 
(near  Lee-on-Solent)  Col.  Miller.  Trying  from  the  shore 
with  mussel  bait,  I found  fishing  bad.  Prospects  in  deep 
water  good. — C.  J.  Dean.  _ , , T . , 

Tenby. — Cod  aro  fairly  plentiful  oft  Caldy  Island. 
Whiting  aro  rather  scarce,  but  those  takon  aro  of  large 
size.  A few  conger,  flatfish,  and  an  odd  bass  or  two 
are  also  being  takon. — H. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Tweed. — The  Halmon  angling  season  of  1394,  which 
closed  on  Friday  of  last  week,  will  long  be  remembered 
by  all  interested  as  one  of  the  worst  in  their  recollection. 
As  indicated  in  my  notes  to  the  rishtng  Gazette  last 
week,  anglers  on  Tweedside  had  fully  made  up  their 
minds  that  the  ending  of  the  season  would  bo  a bad  one, 
and  these  expectations  were  not  belied,  as  very  tew  fish 
were  got  during  tho  last  week,  while  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday  the  weather  was  bright,  clear, 
and  frosty,  and  thus  much  against  successful  angling. 
In  fact,  the  closing  day  was  one  of  the  worst  of  the 
season,  not  a single  fish  being  killed  in  many  of  the 
waters  in  tho  Kelso  district,  and  on  the  famous  strong- 
hold—Birgham — although  three  or  four  boats  were  out. 
not  a fish  was  got.  On  the  water  previously,  the  Earl 
of  Clan  william  had  one  of  231b  ; the  Earl  of  Home,  five 
fish  ; Mr.  Menzies,  two  ; Lieut.-Col.  Drummond,  three  ; 
Earl  of  Romney,  eight ; and  Mr.  G.  Trotter,  one.  On  the 
Lower  Floors  water,  Mr.  Walker,  on  Nov.  26th  had  two  p 
27th,  one  ; 28th,  six:  and  29th,  two.  On  the  Floors 
upper  water,  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  some  three  or 
four  fish  before  he  left  on  the  Thursday.  On  the 
Hendersydo  water,  about  half  a dozen  salmon  were 
got  by  various  anglers,  excluding  Mr.  Cockburn,  how- 
ever, who  killed  half  a dozen  to  his  own  rod  on  the 
Sprouston  Dub  on  Wednesday  afternoon  of  the  closing 
week.  On  the  Teviot,  sport  has  been  most  wretched 
from  beginning  of  the  season  to  the  end,  and  about  a 
dozen  fish  only  have  been  killed  in  this  stream  since  the 
fishing  opened  in  February  last.  I am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  fungoid  disease  has  again  broken  ont  in  the  nver 
with  some  virulence. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Toomebridge).— In  reference  to  the  petition 
praying  the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  withhold  his  sanction 
from  the  bye-law  taking  the  October  month  off  the 
angling  season  on  this  river,  I am  informed  that  tor 
the  present  nothing  can  be  done  until  the  bye-law  has 
been  in  force  for  three  years.  However,  the  matte- 
will  be  brought  up  in  the  House  of  Commons,  lhe 
salmon  are  settled  on  the  redds,  and  the  river  is  at  a 
nice  height  for  spawning.  Extra  police  are  stationed 
here  for  the  protection  of  the  river.  J . B.  _ 

Donegal  Rivers.— So  far  the  spawning  season 
is  progressing  well,  and  inquiries  on  various  divers 
confirm  the  general  report  that  the  number  of  redding 
salmon  are  far  ahead  of  those  of  recent  seasons.  A litt  e 
poaching,  however,  is  being  done.  At  Letterkenny 
petty  sessions  a fellow  named  McGallaghy  was  fined  A 
for  using  a gaff  in  Leprahuny  river,  and  a nuinber  ot 
farmers  were  fined  Is.  for  allowing  flax  water  into  that 
river.  The  season  of  1895  first  opens  on  the  Eme, 
Bundrowes,  Lennan,  Gweedore,  Gweebara,  &c.,  &c.,  on 
Feb.  1— J.  B.  . , 

Loughs  Conn  and  Cullin.— Last  week  some  grand 
pike  fishing  has  been  had  on  the  loughs  by  the  only  rods 
out.  Messrs.  Norton  and  Twige  kill?  - ten  days 
seventy -three  pike,  their  largest  fish  r lhey 

had  nine  fish  between  201b.  r tw0 

28-pounders,  three  20-pounders,  oi 
25 Jib.,  one  271b.  Beautiful  wee 

water  and  frost  at  night ; the  ' .le 

feed.  All  fish  were  taken  in  shal  111 

the  deep  holes,  where  one  woul  1 a 

month  ago.  I shall  be  pleased  fc  f®’** 

who  may  wish  to  try  for  pike  or  10n 

respecting  the  best  places  to  f ,3ar> 

and  the  best  baits  to  use. — F ina> 

co.  Mayo,  Ireland.  , 

Tyrone  Rivers.— The  sec 
appeared  in  the  Mourne.  It  ii  tirst 

one,  but  the  fish  are  larger,  ar  mere 

are  reported  from  the  Derg, 

Bann,  &c.  I learn  that  anc  -e  ma“® 

to  have  the  open  season  lengl  urne.  At 

present  the  season  is  from  ■‘•  L ®°  " 

when  the  flax-water  period  i^  t^iat  le,av®® 

but  small  margin  for  trout'  Vg,~ailu  ifU  i .aller  for  salmo 
fishing,  which  generally  commences  about  the  latter  end 
of  June. — J.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  ( Mullingar).— Spawning  opera- 

tions.  both  as  regards  salmon  and  trout,  have  been  going 
on  successfully  in  all  the  tributanes  ot  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  and  of  the  Iuny  and  Brosna  rivers  The  water 
bailiffs  of  the  Westmeath  Society,  as  also  the  men  ot  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  are  on  the  qui  vive  tor 
poachers  night  and  day.  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
ten  or  twelve  brace  of  Lough  Owel  trout,  from  olb.  to 
101b.  weight,  spawning  at  the  rear  of  the  sluice  house  on 
several  occasions  recently.  The  water  bar liffs  repo  t 
large  numbers  of  salmon  in  the  tributaries  of  the  inny 
and  Brosna.  Frost  appears  to  be  now  setting  in,  and 
the  gravid  fish  will  retire  to  deep  water.  1 . J . w . 


“ Very  good,  but  rather  too  pointed,’’  as  the  fish  said 
when  it  swallowed  the  bait. 

“ Isn’t  it  cruel  to  kill  birds  to  trim  a bat  ? ” “ Very- 

cruel,  indeed  ! ” “ Well,  don’t  buy  me  a hat— buy  me  a 

sealskin  coat.’’  


Shall  We  Ever  he  Able  to  Ply  ?— It  is  now  affirmed  that  a 
Russian  scientist  lias  at  length  discovered  the  secret  of  aerial 
navigation-a  secret  which  whole  generations  of  inquirers  have 
sought  for  in  vain.  I f tho  problem  has  really  been  solved,  science 
has,  indeed,  won  a mighty  triumph.  Such  a discovery  would  tend 
to  change  the  whole  character  of  man.  And  yet,  d wo  aro  to- 
iudge  adiscovery  by  its  probable  beneficial  influence  upon  man- 
hind  this  cannot  bo  compared  to  the  discovery  of  the  now  world- 
famed  remedies— Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment— which  hate- 
relieved  the  sufferings  of  millions  of  human  be  lugs  ai  d 1 havo 
brought  back  joy  and  happiness  to  thousands  of  Btrloken  homes* 
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Jingling  ^t-efures. 

December  9.  - 

Allason  Unitod  : Prize  outing. 

Amicable  Brothers  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Outing. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Kingston. 

Clapham  Junction  : Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  to  Walton. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  : Christmas  prize  outing. 
Funny  Folks  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

Good  Intent  : Outing  to  St.  Margaret’s. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

Izaa,k  Walton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Jubilee:  Match  at  Taplow. 

Horth  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

Original  Alexandra  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Prize  outing  to  Twickenham. 
Perseverance  : Prize  outing. 

Phoenix  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Bose  and  Crown  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Boyal  Oak  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Ware. 

South  London  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

Stepney  : Match  at  Witham. 

Waggoners : Prize  outing. 

Walham  Green  : Match. 

December  10. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting. 

December  11. 

Convivial : Visit. 

Crown  and  Buckland : Visit. 

Gresham  : Beading  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 

Bose  and  Crown  : Benefit  concert. 

Sundial : Benefit  concert. 

December  12. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Great  Marlow. 

December  14. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 

Fly  Fishers’ : Annual  Dinner  at  the  Holborn 

Bestaurant. 

December  IS. 

Lychnobite:  Christmas.outing. 

Dec.  16. — Albert  Piscatorials  : Prize  outing. 

» 16.  Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Richmond. 

» 16. — Anglers’  Pride  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

>>  16-  Battersea  Friendly  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

>>  16. — Blackfriars  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

„ 16.— Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Outing  to  Windsor. 

>>  16. — Campbell  United  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

)•  16.  Duke  of  Norfolk  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

„ 16.— Enterprise  : Match  at  Ware. 

>)  16. — Golden  Barbel  : Christmas  prize  outing. 
i>  16.  Insurance  Piscatorials  : Smoking  concert. 

» 16. — Lincoln  : Match  at  Taplow. 
n 16.  Seymour  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

>>  16. — Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Beading. 

>>  16. — South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials  : Outing. 

>>  16.  United  Brothers  : Match  on  the  Thames. 

>»  18. — Balloon  Society : Beading  by  Mr.  F.  M. 

Walbran  (ot  Leeds).  Illustrated  by  100 
lantern  slides. 

>)  18. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Visit, 

jj  18. — Dalston  : Distribution. 

!>  18. — Peckham  Brothers  : Visit. 

>>  10. — Perseverance  : Distribution. 

i>  21. — Waggoners  : Concert  and  distribution. 

„ 23.— Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Cookham. 


golfings  bp  t tje  S^ap. 

Dr.  Patterson  has  upset  a rooted  prejudice  in 
respect  of  the  so-called  different  species  of  salmon  and 
trout.  In  a crowded  room — the  lecture-room  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  at  the  Holborn  Bestaurant — last 
Monday,  and  before  a gathering  of  learned  members  of 
the  angling  craft,  the  lecturer  discoursed  eruditely  on 
‘ Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  and  Trout:  What  are  They?” 
Who,  among  ordinary  anglers,  imagines,  when  landing 
a wee  trout,  that  he  is  actually  indulging  in  the  luxury 
of  salmon  fishing  ? Yet,  if  the  doctor’s  conclusions  are 
unassailable,  such  must  be  the  case.  Put  briefly : 
there  is  only  one  species  characterising  salmon,  salmon 
trout,  and  trout ; their  differential  marks  in  respect  of 
size,  colour,  and  other  features  being  due  to  changes  of 
food  and  environment.  The  Salmo  salar.  Dr.  Patterson 
argues,  is  the  boss-fish  (the  vulgarism  is  my  own)  of  all 
these  differing  specimens.  If  you  deprive  the  lordly 
salmon  of  the  full  freedom  which  Nature  claims  for  it — 
the  privilege  of  living,  moving,  and  having  its  being 
in  the  sea,  with  the  opportunity  of  ascending  the 
rivers  for  the  purpose  of  spawning  in  quietude  and 
safety,  you  cut  off  the  means  of  maintaining  the  original 
characteristics.  A fair  comparison  might  be  made  with 
men  who  are  condemned  to  spend  their  working  hours  in 
mills  and  factories  and  to  occupy  their  leisure  in  courts 
and  alleys  and  crowded  rooms,  as  against  the  unfettered 
hunter  or  the  rough  sailor.  Verile  degeneracy  sets  in, 
and  it  is  deepened  through  succeeding  generations, 
giving,  as  a result,  “ all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.” 
******* 

Put  a number  of  sea-salmon  in  a land-locked  lake,  and 
pheir  original  grandeur  will  wane,  their  habits  will  change 
in  accordance  with  conditions  imposed  upon  them  ; their 
food  will  be  limited  to  the  producing  character  of  the 
lake,  and  the  method  of  finding  it  will  be  altered ; their 
freedom  will  be  cramped ; and  the  conditions  of  active 
life,  which  contributed  to  the  perfect  state,  will  be  par- 
tially lost.  Further,  the  change  in  the  character  of  the 


food  will  nurture  different  parts,  to  the  neglect  of  other 
parts,  until  the  internal  economy  has  accommodated 
itself  to  the  varying  classes  of  nutriment  and  to  the 
different  claims  mado  upon  the  fish ; in  fact,  the  salmon 
will  (through  this  progeny)  lack  some  of  the  points  which 
marked  their  noblo  ancestors.  Again,  put  them  in  still 
smaller  lakes,  or  in  rivers,  and  other  changes  occur  in 
time,  in  respect  of  size,  colour,  markings,  and  internal 
formations.  This  theory,  if  followed  up,  may  account 
for  the  marked  difference  between,  say,  a Loch  Leven 
trout  and  a Thames  trout,  and  so  ad  infinitum.  The 
difference  between  captivity  and  freedom  is  apparent ; 
and  the  difference  in  size  and  vigour  between  fish  that 
have  the  means  of  spawning  early  in  the  season,  and 
others  that  are  driven  by  circumstances  to  perform  the 
natural  duty  later  on,  may  be  judged  as  being  due  to 
the  fact  that  one  batch  of  fry  become  strong  and  lusty 
by  the  time  they  venture  out  to  sea,  while  the  others 
have  scarcely  had  time  to  develop  into  hardy  specimens, 
and  are  consequentiy  less  able  to  fight  the  battle  of  cir- 
cumstances. 

******* 

It  is  impracticable  to  follow  all  the  reasoning  of  the 
lecturer  in  “ Jottings  ; ” more  details  will  be  found  in 
another  column,  Dr.  Patterson  having  kindly  placed  the 
matter  of  his  lecture  at  the  disposal  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  the  benefit  of  its  readers.  The  work  is,  to 
him,  undoubtedly  a labour  of  love,  and  his  task — if  it  be 
right  to  so  call  it — gives  evidence  of  deep  research  and 
unbounded  labour,  as  shown  in  the  many  specimens  of 
parts  of  salmon  and  trout  which  graced  the  platform, 
the  numerous  diagrams  and  statistical  tables  (prepared 
by  himself)  on  the  walls,  the  references  made  to  visits  to 
the  British.  Museum,  the  South  Kensington  Museum, 
and  other  institutions.  The  learned  remarks  of  many 
savants  present  (including  Mr.  Willis  Bund,  chairman, 
Dr.  Brunton,  and  others)  showed  how  the  views  of  the 
lecturer  were  endorsed,  and  how  gratified  were  the 
members  with  the  literary  treat  afforded  by  Dr.  Pat- 
terson. 

******  * 


I am  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  F.  IT.  Amphlett,  Hon. 
Sec.  of  the  Kensington  Piscatorial  Society  and  author 
of  the  “ Lower  and  Mid  Thames,”  has  this  week  been 
appointed,  by  the  Thames  Conservancy,  assistant  river- 
keeper.  We  are  certain  that  Mr.  Amphlett  will  do  good 
work  for  the  Conservancy.  Residing  as  he  does  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  he  will  be  able  to  keep  a sharp 
look  out  that  no  undersized  fish  are  taken. 

*****  * * 

In  Mr.  Arthur  Arter  (who  has  been  elected  a con- 
servator of  the  river  Thames  to  represent  the  London 
County  Council)  anglers  have  a staunch  friend. 
******* 
Compositors,  I glean  from  the  Pink  ’Un,  know 
how  to  enjoy  themselves  occasionally.  At  the  Duval 
Bestaurant,  Newgate-street,  recently,  there  were 
gathered  together  at  the  friendly  board  all  the  gentle- 
men who  correct  our  spelling  and  invent  new  words  for 
us,  and  try  to  make  some  sense  out  of  the  disjointed 
spider  legs  some  people  call  “ copy.”  This  is  all  very 
well  for  the  comp.,  but  surely  that  is  no  excuse  for 
“immature”  fish  appearing  as  “ amateur  ” fish,  or 
“ Spliced  Joint’s  ” Lea  burbot  being  called  a turbot. 
And  then  that  “ stone  roach  ! ” Of  course  there  were 
one  or  two  letters  about  it.  It  should  have  been  “ stone 
loach.”  Every  angler  knew  what  was  intended,  but  the 

poor  comp,  has  been  sentenced  to well,  I don’t  know 

the  punishment  for  daring  to  justify  himself  under  the 
stupid  plea  of  “ bad  copy.”  The  copy  has  been  framed, 
for  the  last  translation  of  it — (and  it  certainly  does  look 
it),  is  “stagecoach.” 

******* 

The  I’Drywag  grumbleth  : — 

I wish  I’d  lived  in  this  mundane  show 
About  three  hundred  years  ago, 

When  all  the  fish  an  angler  sought 
Were  many,  and  large,  and  easily  caught ; 

When  jokes  were  new, 

And  yarns  quite — true  ! 

And  the  world  was  good  for  the  angler’s  sport. 


I understand  that  the  reason  for  holding  the  Sea 
Anglers’  Dinner  a month  earlier,  is  the  desire  of  the 
committee  that  its  secretary  and  founder  may  be 
present.  Mr.  Aflalo  is  leaving  England  early  in  Feb- 
ruary for  a long  stay  in  the  Colonies,  and  when  he  next 
writes  to  us  about  his  sea-fishing  experiences,  Port 
Jackson  sharks  should  figure  in  the  menu. 

******  * 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


Mr.  James  Tayler, 

well  known  among  anglers  as  “Bed  Palmer,”  is 
President  of  the  Junior  Fly-fishers’  Club,  secretary 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  author  of  the  well- 
known  book,  “Bed  Palmer ; a Practical  Treatise  on 
Fly-fishing  also  of  a standard  work,  “ A Guide  to  the 
business  of  Public  Meetings,”  and  an  occasional  cor- 
respondent to  the  angling  press.  He  has  on  several 
occasions  taken  honours  as  a fly  caster.  At  the  Inter- 
national Casting  Tournament  at  Twickenham,  in  1890, 
although  beaten  as  to  length,  he  scored  the  highest  possible 
number  of  points  for  accuracy  and  delicacy,  and  is 
generally  successful  with  trout  when  he  gets  among 
them.  On  putting  the  question  to  him  we  find  eighteen 
and  a half  brace  has  been  his  greatest  take.  Although 
ripe  in  years  -having  killed  trout  in  1839— he  is  silll 
enthusiastically  fond  of  sport. 

******* 

Mr.  F.  Walbran’s  reading  (as  announced  last  week), 
illustrated  with  100  slides,  will  be  presided  over  by  Mr! 
T.  Crumplen  ( Old  Izaak.  ’).  Ladies  will  be  welcomed 
on  this  occasion.  Eight  o’clock  will  be  the  time  for 
commencing,  and  the  date  is  Tuesday,  Dec.  18.  Note 
the  address:  Balloon  Society  of  Great  Britain,  The 
Gallery,  9,  Conduit-street,  Regent-street.  Early  applica- 
tion should  be  made  for  tickets  (free)  to  secretaries  of 
clubs,  who  will  receive  them  through  Messrs.  Ghurney 
and  Wade.  There  is  every  reason  to  expect  a most 
enjoyable  evening. 

•**••*# 

At  Messrs.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.’s,  of  19,  Leicester- 
square,  I was  shown  the  neatest  possible  thing  in  fishing 
boots.  This  pair  had  been  made  for  a well-known  lady 
angler  of  title,  and  is  an  improvement  on  their 
“ Princess  ” wader,  being  all  in  one  piece,  at  the  same 
time  retaining  its  original  smartness.  The  firm  are 
exhibiting  at  the  Cattle  Show  (Stand  No.  6 in  the 
Arcade),  where  visitors  will  be  able  to  see  a first-class 
assortment  of  waterproofs  for  shooting,  hunting,  driving 
and  fishing. 


Being  born  into  the  world  too  late  ; 

When  fish  are  few  and  far  between, 

And  fishermen  look  so  deuced  green, 

And  yarns  are  long, 

And  rather— strong! 

And  jokes  and  sport  too  thin  to  be  seen. 

Perhaps  I ought,  though,  my  stars  to  thank. 

For  getting  an  innings  ere  all  is  a blank  ; 

To  catch  the  one  small  fish  that’s  alive, 

And  bag  the  joke  that  does  survive, 

And  yarns  to  spin, 

However  thin, 

And  do  the  style  contemplative. 

Then  let  us  do  the  best  we  can, 

And  blow  the  twenty-two-century  man 
For  come  another  centuries  three, 

Great  Scott ! Whatever  will  it  be  ? 

The  fish  all  gone, 

Stale  chestnuts  on, 

And  anglers  with  never  a chance  of  a— “ lee.” 

* * * * * * # 

A pine  lot  of  roach,  jack,  dace,  and  grayling  have 
been  put  into  the  well-known  lake  at  Hendon  (Welsh 
Harp)  by  its  spirited  proprietor,  Mr.  John  Warner. 

tt  A Newbury  correspondent,  “ W.  H.  C ” writes  • 
o-7fu?ike  measuri,^  4Mn-  in  length,  girth  19in.,  weight 
was  caughk  near  Newbury  on  Dec.  1 by  Mr 
Davies,  of  the  Jack  Hotel,  Newbury,  who  is  also  the" 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Newbury  Angling  Association, 
ibis  fish  was  caught  in  a lake  ( not  in  the  River  Kennett) 
near  Highclere,  on  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon 
I happened  to  be  in  the  Jack.  Hotel  at  the  time  Mr’ 
Davies  returned  home  with  this  fish,  and  helped  to  take 
its  measurements.  It  is  the  largest  pike  that  has  been 
caught  about  these  parts  for  some  years,  and  is  now 
being  set-up  to  add  to  an  already  very  fine  collection  of 
d fish  which  adorn  the  walls  of  the  entrance  hall 
ot  the  Jack  Hotel.  The  bait  which  lured  this  monster 
to  its  fate  was  a live  dace,”  [When  Jack  meets  lack 
then  comes  the  tug  of  war.] 

******* 

Mr.  W.  A.  Carter,  of  the  Cambridge  Friendly 
Angling  Society,  was  out  with  “General”  James  of 
Henley-on-Thames,  on  the  2nd  inst.,  and  after  trying 
several  spots  in  this  lovely  reach,  at  last  dropped  upon 
the  perch.  It  was  now  two  o’clock,  and  from  then 
until  four  o clock  and  dark  we  had  quite  seventy  fish 
nearly  all  well  over  Thames  measurement ; about  thirty 

o.T..reiurne,d’  and  f?rty  broul?ht  «P>  weighing  over 
Z&Ib.  Ihe  abovecatch  showsan  average  of  a fish  every 
two  minutes,  but  it  was  frequently  two  at  a time  : pater 
nostenng  with  live  minnows.  The  “ General  ” also 
sends  me  the  following  takes  : For  Monday  3rd  fortv- 
four  perch  iflib.  ; Tuesday,  4th,  twenty-three  ’ perch, 
121b.  ; Wednesday,  5th,  thirty-nine  perch,  171b  So 
this  very  beautiful  fish  is  not  extinct.  Perhaps  I ought 
to  say  that  ‘ General”  James  is  not  a military  man 
but  a fisherman. 

* * * # # *f# 

,,Th®  Tunbridge  Angling  Society  recent!,  celebrated 
* eiJ,  annual  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  under  the  presidency 
of  that  wel  -known  angler,  Mr.  C.  R.  Catohpool. 
Although  unable  to  partake  of  their  hospitality  on  that 
occasion,  I glean  from  the  local  paper  sent  me  by  Secre- 
tary  Wedgewood,  that  “trophies  of  the  noble  art 
adorned  the  spacious  rooms,  and  these  were  displayed 
with  considerable  taste.  Of  course  there  were  fishing 
rods,  and  equally  of  course,  although  the  occasion  was 
not  a soiree  dansante,  there  were  reels.  There  were  like- 
wise cases  of  fish  and  fishermen’s  cases  displayed  for 
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admiration  or  otherwise.  In  the  former  instanco  ad- 
miration predominated  over  inorodulity,  hut  in  the 
latter  cane  admiration  judiciously  veiled  its  full  com- 
plement of  compliments.  Not  that  it  need  have  dono 
ho,  except  for  a haHhfulneHH  to  which  members  of  a 
piscatorial  .society  ought  surely  to  ho  Htrangors,  except, 
perhaps,  in  the  presence  of  a ‘ Kodak.’  But  theso 
reflections,  ovon  if  they  suggested  thomsolvos  to  the 
members  and  non-members  present,  were  speedily  ab- 
sorbed in  the  strains  of  the  opening  pianoforte  solo, 
“ Invitation  a la  valse.” 

******* 

Cai>t.  Cornwall  and  Major  llogg  have  boon  onjoy- 
some  capital  sport  among  the  jaolc  at  Loddon  llridgo, 
Reading.  Amongst  their  takos  waB  one  of  throe  fish, 
weighing  251b. 

* * m m m m * 

On  Thursday  ovening,  Nov.  29,  the  delegates  and 
friends  of  the  Loods  and  District  Amalgamation 
assembled  round  the  fostivo  board  at  the  White  Swan 
Hotol,  Leeds,  the  occasion  boing  tho  second  annual 
dinner  of  tho  society.  Mr.  Peat,  tho  president,  occupied 
the  chair,  other  officers  present  boing  Messrs.  J.  W. 
Witham,  J.  W.  Grassham  (whose  name,  1 have  heard  it 
whispered,  ought  to  bo  spelt  Grass’em),  T.  Hunter,  and 
Walter  Ingham.  Letters  of  apology  for  inability  to  be 
present  were  read  from  tho  Right  Hon.  W.  L.  Jackson, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  W.  Blakey, 
Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts,  and  others.  The  affair,  I 
am  told,  passed  off  well.  Mr.  Witham  proposed 
“ Tho  Visitors,”  to  which  Councillor  Smith  responded, 
and  spoke  encouragingly  of  tho  work  which  had  been 
done  in  the  interests  of  sport  at  Rounday.  Captain 
Warner,  the  name  of  whose  firm  is  a household  word  in 
the  mouths  of  anglers  all  the  world  over,  also  replied. 
‘‘The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers  ” was  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  who 
referred  to  the  numerical  strength  of  the  society — 912 
members— and  urged  upon  all  anglers  the  necessity  of 
combined  action  to  effect  the  prevention  of  rivers  pollu- 
tion, and  the  successful  stocking  of  fishable  waters. 
Messrs.  Hunter  and  Witham  proposed  “ Kindred 
Societies,”  which  was  cordially  acknowledged  by  Messrs. 
Thompson  and  Hunt.  “The  Host  and  Hostess,”  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  G.  Hodges,  and  “ The  Chairman,”  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  J.  Leah,  concluded  the  toast  list.  The 
Leeds  Amphion  Glee  Party  and  Messrs.  Columbine, 
Yeadon,  and  others  contributed  not  a little  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  evening  with  their  musical  efforts. 
******* 

Next  week  sees  big  things  at  the  Aquarium,  where 
the  Great  Musical  Exhibition  opens  on  Wednesday.  We 
understand  that  the  loan  collection,  always  a great 
feature  at  the  Aquarium  displays,  will  be  one  of  the 
most  important  ever  gathered  together,  for  in  it  can  be 
seen  the  gradual  evolution  from  the  earliest  forms  of 
musical  instruments  to  those  used  at  the  present  day. 
The  central  stage  performances  will  be  slightly  modified 
in  order  to  render  them  somewhat  more  musical  in 
character  to  the  exhibition,  and  amongst  the  new  engage- 
ments is  that  of  the  finest  horn  blower  in  the  world. 
******* 

The  Chinese,  says  the  Westminster  Gazette,  as  is 
well  known,  train  a certain  bird — is  it  the  cormorant? — 
to  catch  fish  for  them.  In  a little  book,  “ Farm 
Vermin,”  just  issued  by  Rider  and  Son,  Mr.  John 
Watson,  F.L.S.,  states  that  at  Bassenthwaite  a man 
and  his  son  trained  a pair  of  otters  to  fish  in  the  lake. 
They  would  return  when  called  upon,  or  follow  their 
master  home  when  the  fishing  was  over.  Instances  of 
the  otter  being  tamed  and  taught  to  catch  fish  for  its 
master  are  not  unknown  in  this  country,  but  are  suffi- 
ciently rare  to  merit  mention. 

******  * 

Me.  Watson  in  the  same  work  gives  another  in- 
teresting fact.  He  has  lived  all  his  life  on  the  banks  of 
a famous  trout  stream  in  the  north,  and  has  invariably 
found  trout  most  abundant  near  the  haunts  of  the  otter. 
The  otter,  he  contends,  kills  fewer  fish  than  is  generally 
supposed.  Of  forty-five  otters  killed  in  hunting,  in  two 
only  were  the  remains  of  fish  food,  and  this  consisted  of 
eels — deadly  enemies  to  trout  streams  or  rivers.  From 
this  it  would  appear  that  the  otter  has  received  a worse 
name  as  a fish-poacher  than  it  deserved. 

******* 

Mr.B.  Abrahams  reminds  me  that  the  concert  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  Lisson-street,  Edgware-road,  on 
Tuesday  next  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  T.  Collins  is  a really 
deserving  case,  and  hopes  it  will  be  well  supported. 
The  “ Rose  and  Crown  ” also  fish  a competition  for 
“ Christmas  cheer  ” on  the  9th  inst.  at  Windsor.  This 
competition  is  open  to  members  of  either  association. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  of  Host  Reade. 
******* 

A story  which  will  be  found  extremely  interesting 
to  anglers  appears  in  the  Christmas  number  of  the 
Western  Weekly  News.  It  refers  to  trout  and  salmon 
fishing,  and  is  written  by  Mrs.  Edward  Kennard.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  there  are  over  forty  columns  of  Christmas 
stories,  the  principal  ones  being  by  Conan  Doyle,  Geo. 
R.  Sims,  Joseph  Hatton,  and  Carmen  Sylva.  There  are 
two  or  three  ghost  stories  and  a collection  of  Christmas 
conundrums.  The  price  of  this  special  number  is  only 
one  penny,  although  it  contains  as  much  good  matter  as 
many  sixpenny  journals.  The  angling  note  alone  is 
-worthy  the  price  charged.  The  enterprising  publishers 
are  the  Western  Morning  News  Company,  Limited, 
Plymouth,  and  47,  Fleet-street,  London,  E.C. 

******* 

The  doctors  say  it  is  best  to  lie  on  the  right  side  while 
asleep.  This  of  course  does  not  apply  to  anglers,  as  I 
have  heard  they  can  “ lay,”  “ lee,”  or  “ lie  ” on  any  side 
without  the  slightest  inconvenience.  Happy  anglers  ! 

Dragnet. 


Reports  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  ( to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  Ht.  Dunstan’ s House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report”  outside  envelope. 


NOTICE. 

SECRETARIES  OF  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Fishing  Gazette  are  reminded  that  wo  shall  bo 
pleased  to  send  them  a nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Reading  Case  for  same,  gratis,  on  receipt  of  a card 
addressed  to  the  “ Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fettor-lanc,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  oommittee  will  take  place  on  Monday 
ovening  next,  Dec.  10,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2).— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  at  the  Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  on  Tuesday  next, 
the  11th  inst,.,  when  I hope  to  see  all  the  clubs  on  tho 
list  represented. — F.  Thorlinq. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Western 
District). — On  Monday,  Dec.  3 a most  successful  visit 
was  paid  to  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society.  On  the 
roll  call  twenty-three  clubs  answered.  The  Association 
box  contained  tbe  handsome  sum  of  <£2  Os.  4d.  Through 
the  kindness  of  two  gentlemen  giving  views  of  fish  and 
fish  scales  they  have  been  able  to  swell  the  amount  to 
£3  Os.  10d.,  a very  grand  box  to  hand  over  per  Mr.  Jennings 
to  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  The  next  visit  will 
go  to  the  Bomore  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Britainnia, 
Clarendon-road,  Notting-hill.  the  date  of  which  will 
appear  in  the  Gazette.  Will  the  Bomore  Society  please 
take  note  and  arrange  ? — J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
<£3  Os.  4d.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Bostonian 
Angling  Society,  Dulwich  Waltonians  9s.  6d.,  ^md 
<£2  17s.  from  the  Ware  and  Enfield  Lock  competition. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on 
Friday  evening,  Dec.  14,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Addison  Fiscatorials,  Norland  Arms,  Addison- 
road,  N. — I beg  to  remind  members  that  our  competi- 
takes  place  on  Dec.  9 ; all  members  to  leave  by  the  first 
train. — H.  Graves. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S. W.  — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  very  poor  shows  of  fish.  Messrs.  Barnes, 
Wiggins,  and  Bryant  have  weighed-in  roach  and 
bream,  the  first  two  named  taking  prizes.  On  the  5th 
inst.,  being  quarterly  night,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  : Chairman,  Mr.  G.  Cooper  ; vice-chairman,  Mr. 
F.  Barnes  ; delegates,  Messrs.  Bryant  and  Tottem.  We 
also  proposed  two  new  working  members,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Quint  and  Mr.  A.  Watson,  and  shall  be  glad  if  members 
will  attend  in  force  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  outing 
on  the  16th  for  four  prizes.  Mr.  Tanner’s  roach, 
21b.  2oz.,  has  been  returned  by  Mr.  Haines,  the  pre- 
server, and  is  now  in  the  club-room. — W.  H.  B. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
The  members  fished  for  the  Christmas  prizes  on  the  2nd 
at  Windsor,  only  five  of  which  were  taken  as  follows  : 
A.  Carey,  1st,  with  a good  show  of  roach  and  dace;  E. 
Jackson,  2nd  ; R.  Challen,  3rd  ; Prouten,  4th  ; and  H. 
Challen,  5th.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for 
on  Dec.  9,  same  conditions.  I must  also  thank  the 
following  for  aditional  prizes  : Host  Wood,  cigars  ; Mr. 
Mash,  a bushel  of  potatoes  ; Mr.  Thompson,  a choice  of 
either  a fowl  or  pheasant;  Mr.  J.  Palmer,  jun.,  a hare; 
making  nine  prizes  to  be  competed  for.  The  name  of 
R.  F.  Hines  appeared  as  a donor  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
last  week,  it  should  have  been  R.  F.  Lines.  I beg  to 
thank  those  gentlemen  who  have  so  subscribed.  P.S. — 
H.  Smith  was  proposed  working  member. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in: — Messrs.  Cutbush, 
Masters,  and  Drew,  the  two  former  winning  the  two 
remaining  prizes  left  from  last  quarter  respectively.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  that  Tuesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C. — On  Dec.  2 our 
match  at  Ware  was  well  attended,  and  some  nice  roach, 
perch,  and  dace  were  weighed-in  for  Christmas  prizes. 
One  prize  left  over  will  be  fished  for  at  Bonrne  End  on 
Dec.  9. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-strcet,  Battersea.  — Our  Christmas 
prize  outing  will  take  place  in  the  Thames  on  Dec.  16, 
from  Richmond  foot-bridge  to  Teddington  Lock,  Surrey 
side ; all  to  go  first  train  in  the  morning  ; any  weight. 
On  Dec.  23  wo  fish  for  the  prizeB  not  taken  in  our 
Egham  match,  at  Cookham  ; all  to  go  on  the  morning  ; 
tow-path  only  ; jack  barred  ; any  weight ; roving,  from 
Cookham,  Bourne  End.  On  Wednesday  last  we  made 
another  new  member,  a Mr.  Sewell. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — The  members  of  the 
above  society  will  fish  a match  for  a series  of  prizes  at 
Hatfield  Peveral  on  Deo.  9 ; all  membors  to  start  tho 
first  train  from  Liverpool-stroet.  On  Dec.  2 Messrs. 


Pearmun  and  Hazell  had  fair  shows  of  dace. — G. 
M lkhy. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kont-rood,  N.E. — We  fish  our  match  for  the 
December  series  of  four  prizes  on  Dec.  9 at  Windsor. 
There  are  two  prizes  left  over  from  the  November 
series.  Members  ean  go  whore  they  please  for  these.  I 
wish  to  remind  those  members  whoso  names  I have  not 
yet  received  that  our  Christmas  prize  list  is  still  open. 
On  Doc.  2 Mr.  H.  Mallett  weighed-iri  roaeh  from  tho 
Thames,  61b.  13j(oz.,  and  takes  Mr.  C.  Watkin’s  prize. 
Will  members  attend  in  full  force  next  Wednesday, 
when  wo  decide  where  to  fish  the  Christmas  prizes.  A 
sum  of  3s.  was  collected  during  tho  evening  for  the  river- 
keeper’s  dinner.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Members  please  note 
we  fish  our  monthly  prizes  on  Dec.  9 from  Kingston 
Bridge  to  Teddington  Lock,  all  members  to  start  from 
Waterloo  9 a.m.  train,  cease  fishing  4.30.  Our  Christmas 
prizes,  seventeen  in  number,  some  of  them  being  very 
valuable,  will  bo  fished  for  at  Datohet  on  Dec.  16; 
train  8.20  from  Waterloo.  Will  all  members  attend  and 
clear  the  books  on  Dee.  19,  quarterly  night;  also  election 
of  officers  and  other  important  business.  Mr.  Plummer 
weighed  in  a couple  of  flno  pike  and  Mr.  Tooby,  a good 
show  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  for  twenty  seasonable  prizes  at  Twicken- 
ham on  the  16th,  tow  path  only,  from  Glovers’  Island  to 
Teddington  Lock  ; train  8.13  from  Clapham  Junction, 
returning  from  Twickenham  at  5 o’clock.  On  the  25th 
Mr.  W.  Hersant  weighed-in  a nice  jack  from  Weybridge, 
51b.  On  the  2nd,  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  chub,  one,  21b.  3oz. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next. — 
Geo.  Mumpord. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Wheelhouse,  a nice  show  of  roach  and 
dace ; Mr.  Marrigold,  jack  ; and  Mr.  Downs,  chub.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  who  did  not  attend  on  Wednes- 
day evening  that  we  have  a prize  list  for  the  Christmas 
outing  on  Dec.  16.  Honorary  members  cordially  invited 
to  take  part.  We  have  also  added  a new  member  to 
our  list — Mr.  Gane  — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — On  the  2nd 
inst.  the  following  members  weighed-in  : Messrs. 

Stevens,  roach  ; and  Roach,  roach,  from  the  Thames. 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District 
United  will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on  Dec.  18, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a good  meeting  of  members  and 
friends  ; commence  at  8.30. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town-road,  N.W. 
— On  Monday  last,  the  3rd,  we  held  our  return  visit  on 
the  Western  District,  which  was  well  attended.  A most 
pleasant  evening  was  spent.  The  chair  was  well  filled 
by  Mr.  Jennings,  our  much  esteemed  treasurer,  and  the 
vice-chair  by  Mr.  C.  Burningham.  The  evening  was 
much  enhanced  by  a lantern  show  by  Messrs.  Taylorand 
Ward,  who,  with  their  usual  kindness,  gave  their 
services  to  make  the  gathering  a successful  one, land 
their  efforts  were  greatly  characterised  by  the  excellent 
views  which  make  their  entertainments  so  interesting 
as  well  as  instructive.  Several  of  the  slides  were 
microscopical  enlargements  of  scales  and  parasites  of 
various  kinds  of  freshwater  fish,  and  some  views  of 
anglers  and  other  things  relative  to  angling  both 
humorous  and  otherwise.  The  proceedings  were  greatly 
enlivened  by  some  excellent  songs  and  music.  Our 
A.B.S.  box  was  opened  and  found  to  contain  £3  0s.  4d. 
Twenty-three  clubs  responded  to  the  roll  call.  We 
thank  those  who  attended  and  made  this  visit  so  suc- 
cessful, and  hope  to  return  the  compliment.  Since  last 
report.  Mr.  Rundell,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Brown,  jack. 
— J.  H. 

British  Sea  Anglers’  Society.— The  annual  dinner 
of  the  society  will  take  place  at  the  Holborn  restauraut, 
on  Jan.  31,  1895.  It  is  hoped  that  members  will  muster 
in  force.  Orders  can  now  be  received  for  the  society’s 
badge  (blue  enamel  and  white  lettering)  which  will  be 
supplied  to  members  for  33.  6d. — F.  G.  Aflalo. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  mem- 
bers have  weighed-in  : Mr.  B.  Bissell,  roach  and  perch  ; 
J.  Watkins,  roach  and  chub ; A.  Thompson,  roach  and 
bream.— J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  Dec.  2 we  fished  at  Staines  for  our 
Christmas  prizes,  but  only  four  were  taken  : Mr.  Fitter, 
first ; Mr.  Marshall,  second  ; Mr.  Staines,  third  ; Mr.  E. 
White,  fourth.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for 
under  the  same  conditions;  any  water. — E.  T.  White. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  High-road, 
Kilburn.— Our  members  will  fish  a pegged-down  match 
at  Bourne  End  on  16th  inst.  ; two  rods ; jack  barred. 
First  train  in  the  morning.  For  several  prizes. — E.  W. 
Wood. 

Chiswick  Fiscatorials. — A meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  at  the  Tabard  Hotel,  Bedford  Park,  on  Tues- 
day evening.  Mr.  J.  Clapp  presided,  and  among  the 
other  members  present  were  Messrs.  Swift,  Gilos, 
Wyburn,  and  Lock,  hon.  sec.  It  was  docided  that  a 
jack  competition  under  the  usual  conditions  should  take 
place  during  the  month  of  January.  Messrs.  Bryant 
and  Jockell  were  elected  membors  of  the  sooiety,  and 
the  hon.  sec.  announced  that  so  far  only  one  mombor 
had  weighed-in  from  tho  December  “ all-fish-to-wcigh  ” 
competition. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  Tho 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junotion,  S.W. — 
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The  following  members  weighed-in  on  the  2nd  inst.  : 
Messrs.  H.  Moore,  41b.  7oz.  (one  chub,  21b.  14oz.) ; Wm. 
May,  roach  ; H.  J.  Remington,  one  dace,  lloz.  Our 
annual  Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at  Wraysbnry 
on  Dec.  9.  Usual  conditions  ; all  fish  to  weigh  (jack 
barred).  Result  of  our  competition  at  Hampton  was 
as  follows  : 1st,  A.  Painter ; 2nd,  H.  Moore ; 3rd, 

Tringham ; 4th,  Wm.  May.  On  Nov.  29  our  half-yearly 
meeting  took  place,  and  balance-sheet  was  brought 
forward,  and  Mr.  A.  Bowater  expressed  his  pleasure  at 
being  able  to  report  the  club  as  in  a prosperous  financial 
condition. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Club,  Masons’ 
Arms,  Park-crescent,  Clapham. — Our  Christmas  prize 
outing  (roving)  will  take  place  on  Dec.  16.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  club  on  Dec.  9 to  arrange  for 
prizes.— N.  Linden. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List. — The 

visit  to  the  Islington  Brothers  was  a disappointment, 
owing  to  the  clubroom  being  engaged  for  another  meet- 
ing. Members  from  the  following  clubs  attended : 
Crown  and  Buckland,  City  of  London,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Funny  Folks,  Islington  Brothers,  Blooms- 
bury, Alma,  North  London,  Camden,  Royal  George, 
Wenlock,  Clissold,  Enterprise,  and  Dalston,  a total  of 
fourteen.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Bloomsbury 
Brothers,  held  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Broad-street, 
Bloomsbury. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Dec.  2,  when  Mr.  Pound  saved  the 
club  from  a blank  with  a nice  show  of  roach.  Our 
members  were  surprised  when  they  went  to  the  return 
visit  of  the  Islington  Brothers  to  find  the  room  was 
being  used  for  another  purpose  altogether. — W.  T.  G. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road.  — On  Dec.  2 we  fished  our  third  private  prize 
match  at  Henley,  when  all  the  teii  prizes  were  taken. 
Will  members  who  do  not  attend  the  club  on  Tuesday 
nights  take  notice  that  this  is  the  last  match  this  year, 
and  also  please  send  in  unsold  concert  tickets  ? — T. 
Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — On  Dec.  2 a good  muster  of 
our  members  were  out,  but,  owing  to  the  sudden  frost, 
only  two  had  fish,  Messrs.  W.  Marshall  and  H.  Ziegler  ; 
Mr.  H.  Ziegler  win3  the  host’s  prize  (10s.  6d.).  Our 
visit  on  the  No.  2 list  was  not  a great  success,  eleven  clubs 
only  being  represented.  I shall  be  pleased  if  secretaries 
having  books  of  tickets  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  C.  Kessler, 
sen.,  will  kindly  forward  cash  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
draw  must  now  take  place. — P.  Inchan. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
— On  Dec.  2 Mr.  A.  Chappell  weighed  in  a jack  and  some 
perch  ; Mr.  F.  Ross  also  weighed-in  some  perch 
from  Roydon.  The  tackle  case,  fully  fitted,  is  given  for 
the  largest  perch  over  Jib.  weighed-in  up  till  quarterly 
night.  A general  meeting  is  called  for  next  Tuesday  at 
8.30  sharp. — F.  Ross. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — A 
committee  meeting  was  held  last  Tuesday,  when  it  was 
arranged  that  a programme  concert  should  take  place  at 
the  Sessions  House  Hotel,  Clerkenwell-green,  on  Satur- 
day, Dec.  22,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  A.  Sherwood,  who 
has  been  out  of  employment  for  over  seven  months,  and 
is  now  suffering  from  a very  painful  illness,  and  having 
a wife  and  seven  children  to  support.  Any  gentlemen 
wishing  to  assist  in  this  deserving  case,  the  committee 
meet  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  on 
Wednesday  evenings.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  District  Visiting  List,  will  take  place  next 
Tuesday,  chairman,  Mr.  C.  Funnell,  when  I hope  we 
shall  have  our  usual  muster.  Clubs  not  receiving  a 
notice  will  greatly  oblige  by  accepting  this  invitation. — 
W.  H.  Bdbwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  2 seventeen  members 
competed  in  the  Forty  Guinea  water  for  the  nine  prizes 
left  over  from  the  previous  outing.  I am  pleased  to 
state  they  were  all  taken.  Mr.  Pocock,  1st ; Legge, 
2nd;  F.  Wood,  3rd;  Wild,  4th;  E.  Lloyd,  5th; 
Malby,  6th;  Slade,  7th  ; Baldwin,  8th;  W.  Godwin,  9th. 
Mr.  H.  Poore  had  a very  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace. 
The  distribution  will  take  place  on  the  18th.  Members 
will  oblige  by  bringing  in  their  prizes  not  later  than 
Tuesday,  the  11th,  and  oblige. — S.  Malby. 

Dulwich.  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose 
Green,  S.E. — We  have  a roving  competition  on  Dec.  16  ; 
public  waters  ; go  where  you  like.  Members  who 
cannot  go  on  that  day  will  be  allowed  to  fish  on  any 
one  day  in  the  week  ending  Dec.  22,  providing  they  give 
me  notice  beforehand  of  the  day  chosen.  At  our  last 
meeting  9s.  6d.  was  collected  for  the  Anglers’  Benevo- 
lent Society.  Mr.  Conway  weighed-in  141b.  15Joz.,  in 
all  fifteen  roach,  chub,  and  pike,  thus  saving  us  a blank. 
— Ed.  Morliere. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham.— On  Tues- 
day last  our  club  room  was  en  fete,  the  occasion  being 
a reading  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  an  account  of  which 
appears  elsewhere.  It  was  a great  success.  Some  very 
good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week  : Mr. 
Ridgway,  four  jack  of  51b.  each  ; Mr.  T.  Collins  has  had 
upwards  of  541b.  of  pike,  the  largest  81b.  14oz. ; Messrs. 
Wilson,  Day,  Ashmore,  Dunford,  and  Dyer  have  had 
some  good  takes  of  roach  and  dace,  several  dace  going 
12oz.  Messrs.  Salmon  and  Miles  have  had  some  good 
roach  and  perch  from  the  Lea. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society.— In  connection  with 
the  above  a very  successful  little  smoking  concert  was 
held  last  week,  at  the  Half  Way  House,  Although 
notice  of  the  concert  had  been  posted  for  the  last  fort- 
night the  attendance  of  members  was  very  limited  until 


late  in  tho  evening,  but  many  friends  assisted  in  the 
harmony,  which  was  kept  up  without  intermission  until 
nearly  12.30.  Occasional  meetings  such  as  these  not 
only  tend  to  bring  the  members  together  in  force,  but 
put  a much  more  jovial  and  friendly  spirit  into  clubs. 
Mr.  Will  Nazer  accompanied  on  tho  piano,  and  also 
gave  several  good  selections  on  the  zither.  The  chair 
was  oocupied  by  Mr.  Trequair,  and  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings terminated  without  a hitch.  An  outing  will 
take  place  on  Dec.  9 at  Walton.  Mr.  Bruce  weighed- 
in  a nice  show  of  roach  on  Dec.  2 from  the  Wandle. — 
Hampton  and  Bruce. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.  — On  Deo.  2 Messrs.  Phesay, 
Deucher,  and  Claridge  weighed-in  fish  ; on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  Tuck,  jack.  Members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend  the  general  meeting  on  Wednesday,  the  12th 
inst. ; important  business.  On  Dec.  16  two  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  at  Ware — all  fish,  bar  jack. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington  Hotel, 
High-street,  Epsom.  — At  our  last  meeting  six  new 
members  were  elected,  namely,  Messrs.  Dorling, 
Andrews,  Richardson,  Want,  Klein,  and  Baron.  Mr. 
G.  Miles  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from  the  Mole  on 
Dec.  2.  Mr.  W.  Dix  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from 
Twickenham,  the  largest  roach  going  lib.  4oz.  The  last 
named  fish  was  placed  in  the  list  for  Pantia  Ralli,  Esq.’s 
prize  of  £1  for  the  largest  roach.  The  reading  by  Mr. 
Crumplen  was  an  unprecedented  success. — J.  Jeffery. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen,  Foley- 
street,  Fitzroy-square. — Since  my  last  report  we  have 
had  very  few  takes.  Mr.  F.  Eldridge,  roach;  Mr.  W. 
King,  jack.  The  balance-sheet  was  produced  on  Nov.  28 
and  found  very  satisfactory,  having  a good  balance  in 
hand. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  Nov.  25  (in  addition 
to  the  last  week’s  report)  Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot  weighed-in 
dace,  and  Mr.  Head  pike  and  roach.  On  Dec.  1 Mr. 
Willett  had  a nice  show  of  four  jack,  largest  6|lb.  ; Mr. 
Talbot  again  weighed-in  roach.  Mr.  Head  reported 
having  good  sport  among  the  flatfish  at  Southend, 
bagging  four  and  a half  dozen.  Mr.  J.  T.  Inman,  late 
of  the  Hammersmith  United  Angling  Society,  was  pro- 
posed and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week.  Members 
meet  at  Forest  Gate  station  for  Nay  land  on  Saturday 
next  at  6.30  p.m. — Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — On  Nov.  25  Mr.  Biggs  had  a good 
of  roach,  weighing  111b.  12oz.  ; also  Mr.  Vanhegan  with 
roach  and  dace,  31b.  6Joz.  ; and  Mr.  Hill,  roach  and 
dace,  51b.  6oz.  On  Dec.  2,  Mr.  Vanhegan,  Mr.  Hill, 
and  Mr.  Whitehead  had  roach  and  dace,  scaling  over 
lOjlb.  together.  On  Dec.  9 there  will  be  an  outing  to 
Pnlborough  for  three  prizes. — G.  P. 

General  Preservation  and  Re-stocking  Fund. 
— Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  witn  thanks 
the  receipt  of  .£1  Is.  from  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling 
Society. — R.  Ghurney. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a few  roach  and  dace  weighed-in  on 
Dec.  2 by  Messrs.  C.  Ellis  and  G.  Caborn.  The  winning 
numbers  in  C.  Ellis’s  benefit  are  : 264,  1165,  831,  1533, 
2552,  423,  1499,  245,  1096,  225,  844,  949,  2690,  173,  2323, 
314,  148,  171,  207.  The  prizes  will  be  ready  for  distri- 
bution on  Monday  next. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — On  Dec.  2 our  members  brought  up 
some  very  good  shows  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  ; the 
principal  shows  were  by  Messrs.  Fowler,  Bailey, 
and  Bouring.  On  Tuesday  last  our  auditors  brought  up 
a very  satisfactory  balance-sheet,  which  was  passed  as 
read.  Will  members  please  notice  that  the  Christmas 
outing  has  been  unavoidably  postponed  till  Dec.  16. 
Will  members  make  a point  of  being  at  the  club-house 
on  Tuesday  next,  the  11th  insti' — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Our  members 
fished  for  prizes  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  the  2nd  inst.,  but 
only  three  were  taken — Mr.  Maybury,  1st  ; Mr.  Haines, 
2nd ; Mr.  Devon,  3rd.  On  Tuesday  we  decided  to  fish  off 
the  remainder  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  Dec.  9.  All  start  by 
nine  o’clock  train. — R.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
in  the  chair.  The  following  fishing  reports  were  made  : 
Mr.  F.  W.  Jones,  one  cod  ; Mr.  Close,  three;  and  Mr. 
John  Hearn  two,  also  one  whiting  3ilb.  ; Mr.  Marshall, 
three  codling.  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn 
seventeen  sizable  roach  in  three  days.  Next  Tuesday 
(11th)  the  secretary  will  read  a paper  on  “Fly-fishing 
for  Trout,”  when  anglers  are  invited.  The  pike  com- 
petition on  the  27th  resulted  in  the  prize  of  a pike  rod 
and  Sandringham  bag,  given  by  Mr.  Turpin,  being  won 
by  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson,  of  Sudbury. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Dec.  2 
several  members  were  out,  but  no  sport.  On  the  6th 
inst.  Mr.  Woodard  had  a fine  jack  from  Flander’s  Weir, 
weight  101b.  5oz.  Mr.  Short  weighed-in  jack  of  the 
following  weights  : 121b.  5oz.,  41b.  12oz.,  and  31b.  12oz. 
Mr.  Leigh  also  weighed  in  jack,  71b.  8oz.;  31b.  5Joz,, 
and  21b.  lOoz.  During  the  evening  I had  a very  good 
attendance.  New  members  were  made.  It  was  decided 
that  the  prize  offered  by  Mr.  Jay  be  competed  for  in  a 
roving  competition  in  the  Lee  for  a Christmas  prize. 
Messrs.  Webb,  Harris,  Bowers,  and  Seymour  also 
offered  prizes  for  the  same  competition.  Full  parti- 
culars to  be  obtained  at  the  club-house. — M. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  Dec.  2 the 
following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  J.  Davis,  jack  and  roach  ; 
Bagshaw,  sen.,  jack  ; and  A.  Fish,  bream  and  roach. 
Mr.  Ima  Daoosta  was  the  most  successful  member, 
taking  first  prize  in  second  outing  for  Christmas  prizes. 


There  are  two  Christmas  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on 
Dec.  9.  Members  go  where  they  like,  but  must  sign  on 
the  morning  at  the  coffee  house  opposite  Bishopsgate 
station  (low  level) ; Mr.  Braham  will  bo  there  from  6.30  to 
8.30. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N.  — Our 
members  have  been  having  good  sport  amongst  the  pike, 
and  we  had  a rare  show  weighed-in  by  the  following 
gentlemen,  viz.,  Mr.  R.  Fox,  321b.  ; Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield, 
221b.  ; Mr.  G.  West,  one  fish,  71b.  5oz.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Rutherford  had  a pretty  show  of  roach,  some  good 
specimens  amongst  them.  I shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  prizes  (or  the  value  thereof)  according  to  rule,  if 
members  will  kindly  send  same  in.  — Edward  W. 
Wheatley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 

I,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — A few  members  out  on 
Dec.  2.  F.  Newton  weighed-in  61b.  6oz.  roach  and  a few 
dace;  G.  H.  Wood  weighed-in  perch  from  the  Lea, 
winning  a Christmas  prize.  The  remaining  Christmas 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  9 ; members  to  choose 
their  own  water  ; to  leave  London  on  the  morning. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  Ye  Olde  Swan’s 
Nest,  Great  Swan-alley,  Moorgate-street. — Our  smoking 
concert  on  the  29th  ult.  was  a great  success  and  largely 
patronised.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Boat- 
wright. Great  praise  is  due  to  Messrs.  H.  J.  Foan  and 

J.  A.  C.  Shepard  for  the  excellent  menu  they  provided. 

A splendid  orchestra  rendered  selections  during  the 
evening.  To  enumerate  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
would  occupy  too  much  space,  but  amongst  the  artists 
were  : Messrs.  Coxwell,  Guthrie,  Liddiard,  Clark, 

Shepard,  Phillips,  Griffiths,  Waller,  Towell,  Barwell, 
&c.,  &c.  It  has  been  decided  to  hold  another  concert 
on  the  last  Thursday  in  January,  admission  by  ticket, 
price  Is.  It  wa3  also  decided  that  we  should  have  an 
outing  to  Walton-on-Thames  (jack  and  perch)  on  the 
16th  inst.  Since  my  last  account  the  following  fishing 
reports  have  been  made,  viz. : On  the  25th  ult.,  Mr. 
Cheshire,  jack  ; Mr.  F.  C.  H.  Seypang,  roach.  On  the 
2nd  inst.,  Mr.  F.  C.  H.  Seypang,  roach  and  dace.  Several 
other  members  were  out,  but  met  with  little  success. 
— F.  C.  H.  Seypang. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Dec.  2,  but  had  little  sport.  Mr.  G.  Willsher 
had  some  very  fine  roach,  saving  the  club  from  a blank. 
We  met  on  Monday,  Dec.  3,  for  our  return  visit,  but 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  we  had  to  forego  it ; 
but  thanks  to  those  anglers  and  friends  who  kindly 
came  to  give  their  support,  the  names  of  clubs  were 
taken,  so  that  it  counted  as  a visit.  The  next  visit 
on  the  Clerkenwell  United  Visiting  List  will  take  place 
at  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers  A.  S.,  of  which  due  notice 
will  be  given. — J.  H.  Herrert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — As  announced 
last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  five  special 
prizes  on  Dec.  9,  at  Shiplake  ; also  for  three  ditto  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  12th  inst.,  at  Great  Marlow. 
There  are  a series  of  Christmas  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
Dec.  16,  competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own 
fishing  waters ; private  waters  barred.  Mr.  N.  Martin 
weighed-in  jack  on  Dec.  1.  In  a recent  report  Mr.  H. 
Brett,  jun.,  should  have  been  Mr.  H.  Butt  as  one  of  the 
accompanists.  Mr.  Harris’s  name  (as  an  able  aoeom- 
panist)  was  left  out  by  the  printer. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — On  Dec.  9 we  fish  a match  at  Taplow  for 
four  money  prizes,  roving  from  Maidenhead  Bridge  to 
Bray  Lock  ; first  train  from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any 
subsequent  train.  One  rod  only  ; jack  barred  : all  to  be 
in  the  club-house  at  8 p.m.,  or  be  disqualified.  On  Dec.  2 
Mr.  Gilder  had  roach  from  the  Thames. — A.  Ide. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
— On  the  28th  ult.  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  dace  from  Twicken- 
ham j and  Mr.  F.  Newcombe,  roach  and  dace  from 
Richmond.  At  our  last  meeting  £1  Is.  was  voted  to  the 
General  Preservation  Fund,  and  since  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Ghurney.  The  competition  on  Dec.  2 resulted  in  Mr 
Baldwin  taking  third  prize  with  lib.  lOoz.  of  dace  from 
Twickenham.  Messrs.  Carter,  Prole,  Mason,  and  Burton 
weighed-in,  but  did  not  have  the  required  weight.  We 
propose  fishing  for  the  remaining  prizes  on  Dec.  9 
on  the  same  conditions.  The  next  meeting  is 
on  the  12th  inst.  We  have  room  for  a few  angling 
members.  Particulars  of  the  secretary. — S.  Burton. 

Lark  Hall  Angling  Society,  Lark  Hall  Hotel. 
Clapham,  S.W. —At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  English  had 
three  nice  chub  and  a splendid  tray  of  perch  just  under 
171b.  from  Cookham.  Messrs.  Green  and  Leach  also  had 
a nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream  (in  all  over  401b.), 

I am  sorry  to  hear  that  that  old  Thames  fisherman,  Job 
Brain,  of  Richmond,  has  just  suffered  a severe  loss  by 
the  sudden  death  of  his  wife.  Our  members  are  sending 
him  a little  assistance  ; any  help  from  other  sources  I 
am  sure  will  be  most  gratefully  received. — Veritas. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  Dec.  2 upwards 
of  twenty  members  fished  for  five  prizes,  which  were 
won  in  the  following  manner  : Mr.  Bowdrey,  1st,  roach ; 
Mr.  Richardson,  2nd,  roach ; Mr.  Watling,  3rd,  roach 
and  dace ; Mr.  Ellingham,  4th,  dace  ; Mr.  Haytread, 
5th,  roach  ; Mr.  Hitchins  also  having  roach.  The 
following  is  the  result  of  the  draw  for  Mr.  Watling’s 
benefit:  No.  1385,  Mr.  Elliott;  2239,  Mr.  Stevens:  744, 
Mr.  Pearce,  Met.  ; 2518,  Mr.  Webster  ; 458,  Mr.  Merry  • 
3042,  Mr.  Fritter;  2278,  Mr.  T.  Russell;  2510,  Mr. 
Moore ; 434,  Mr.  Pratt ; 1050,  Mr.  Fitch ; 2463,  Mr. 
Merriman ; 1934,  Mr.  Cook  ; 817,  Mr.  Kemble ; 2465, 
Mr.  Andrews  ; 2645,  Mr.  R.  Watling  ; 2264,  Mr.  Levitt 
2284,  Mr.  H.  Pearce  ; 892,  Mr.  Clark  ; 680,  Mr.  Dingley 
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1 1,  Mr.  Topliss  ; 701,  Mr.  Rowe  ; 1300,  Mr.  l’almor ; 713, 
Mr.  II.  Barium;  037,  Mr.  Nelson  ; 3100,  Mr.  H.Watling; 
125,  Mr.  Lattimore;  800,  Mr.  Flood.  Tho  names  are 
those  of  the  donors  of  the  prizes.-  W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— I havo  heard  of 
nothing  being  done  during  tho  Inst  week  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. Our  Kuowsley  water  has  boon  triod  without 
rosult,  and  two  members  had  a blank  day  in  a Cheshire 
mode ; but  the  weather  is  very  oold,  and  this  may 
aooount  for  their  non-success.  I suppose  nine  out  of 
every  ton  anglers  are  having  a rest,  for  tho  very  short, 
dull,  and  gloomy  days  aro  upon  us  with  a vengeance. 
Tho  shortest  day  is  now  but  a fortnight  off,  and  thon 
conies  Christmas  and  tho  New  Year,  after  which  we 
shall  bo  looking  hopefully  forward  to  tho  season  1895, 
devoutly  hoping  that  it  may  by  its  plenitude  of  sport 
amply  compensate  anglers  lor  the  disappointments  of 
1891. — Rd.  Woolfali,. 

Liverpool  Last  End  Angling  Association.— 

Our  annual  dinner  and  coneort  will  take  place  at  the 
headquarters,  201,  London-road,  on  Jan.  10,  1895.  Mr. 
Isaac  Smith,  along  with  Mr.  Rimner  of  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association,  had  a fair  amount  of  sport  in  the 
Deo  at  Rossett  on  Nov.  30,  tho  latter  gentleman  taking 
a pike  of  01b.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  tho 
mooting  on  Monday  next.— James  Reynolds. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s-walk,  Mildmay  Park. — We  had  a fair 
attendance  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  an  honorary 
member  was  enrolled.  Several  of  our  members  havo 
been  out,  but  met  with  poor  success,  no  doubt  owing  to 
floods  and  east  wind.  If  members  will  attend  next 
Tuesday  a Christmas  outing  will  be  arranged,  but  it 
will  be  too  late  if  not  decided  upon  then.- — H.  Stock- 
dale. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — -No  prizes  were  taken  on  Dec.  2 at 
Ware,  and  members  are  hereby  notified  that  they  are 
to  fish  for  them  on  Dec.  9,  and  so  on  each  week,  at 
Ware,  until  they  are  all  won. — Greg. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Dec.  9 we  fish 
for  prizes  at  Dagenham  Lake.  Friends  are  invited  on 
Thursday  evenings.  Books  closed  at  10.30;  harmony  the 
remainder  of  the  evening. — E.  Brockett. 

Oxford  Angling  and  Preservation  Society.— 
Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  8, 
1895,  at  the  headquarters,  Three  Cups  Hotel,  at 
7 o’clock.  Tickets  (2s.  Gd.)  to  be  obtained  from  any  of 
the  committee. — C.  Herbert. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A few  of  our  members  were  out  on  Dec.  2 ; 
the  following  had  fish  : Mr.  Bill,  jack;  Mr.  Vyle,  roach  ; 
one  of  our  honorary  members,  Mr.  Bramsome,  had  a 
nice  jack,  121b.  13|oz. — W.  Skeggs. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham.— We  fish  on  Dec.  9 
for  our  Christmas  prizes,  at  Twickenham  (roving),  when 
I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  The  next  return  visit 
comes  to  the  above  society  on  Tuesday,  Dee.  18, 
S.L.U.V.  list.  I hope  the  clubs  on  that  list  will  attend 
in  force.  Mr.  Etherington  saved  us  from  a blank  on 
Dec.  2 with  some  very  nice  bream  and  roach,  total 
weight  141b.  3Joz. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell  - 
street,  Oxford-street.  E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Nov.  25  prize-fishing,  none  being  taken.  Messrs. 
G.  Cresswell  weighed-in  perch  ; T.  Tozer,  roach.  On  the 
2nd  inst.  G.  Cresswell  had  a perch  weighing  lib.  GJoz.  On 
the  4th  inst.  we  had  our  first  return  visit  which  was  well 
attended,  thanks  to  Mr.  Manning  pressing  it  upon  the 
minds  of  his  many  angling  friends,  and  a very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent.  On  the  roll  being  called  fifteen 
clubs  were  represented.  On  the  9th  we  fish  for  prizes  ; go 
where  you  please.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  have 
promised  prizes  to  please  forward  them  on  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  our  distribution  night  is  on  the  19th  inst. — 
W.  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Dec.  2 Messrs.  R.  Carr,  F.  Dove,  and 
Bouffler  weighed-in  jack,  roach,  and  dace.  It  was 
decided  to  send  a donation  to  the  T.A.P.S.  river 
keepers’  dinner  fund.  Members  can  go  overnight  to  fish 
for  the  Christmas  prizes. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  Kent-road.— We  fished  our  match  at 
Pangbourne,  and  had  a fair  show  of  fish,  when  all  the 
prizes  were  taken  as  follows : Mr.  Pyne,  first ; Mr. 
Warr,  second;  Mr.  Freidd,  third;  Mr.  Utting,  fourth  ; 
and  all  members  except  myself  had  fish.  Mr.  Burtwell 
was  proposed  as  member  of  the  P.B.A.S.— T.  H. 
Mitchell. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbourne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  Wednesday  it 
was  resolved  to  fish  a match  at  Marlow,  G.  W.  R.,  on 
Jan.  13,  1895,  for  four  prizes  : first,  15s. ; second,  10s.  Gd.; 
third,  7s.  Gd. ; fourth,  5s.  ; two  rods,  live-bait  allowed. 
Meet  at  Westbourne  Park,  proceed  by  the  first  train. 
On  Dec.  2 Mr.  Buck  had  a nice  perch  of  lib.,  and  a 
roach;  Mr.  Peters,  chub  ljlb. ; Mr.  Phillips,  31b.  of 
roach. — J.  H. 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  The  Latimer  Arms, 
Walmor-road,  W.— Our  outing  took  place  on  Dec.  2 at 
Uxbridge.  The  following  are  the  successful  prize 
winners  in  the  following  order  : Messrs.  Maddison,  Gates, 
Messenger,  jun.,  Chick,  Thompson,  Jones,  Mossonger, 
sen.,  and  V .G.  Drake.  Will  all  members  try  and  attend 
on  the  20th.— C.  H.  D. 

Biose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
stroet,  Marylebono. — Fishing  on  Doc.  1,  Messrs.  Bon- 
ham and  Grace  took  a few  good  jack.  Mr.  G.  Rickwood 
also  took  a few  nice  roach.  We  have  three  more  prizes 

o fish  for  after  Christmas,  viz.,  a very  handsome 


Alabaska  biscuit  jar,  from  Mr.  Payne;  a meorohaum 
pipe,  from  Mr.  Holland  ; and  lib.  of  tobacco,  from  Mr. 
G.  Rickwood.  All  desirous  of  taking  a ticket  for  the 
Christmas  outing  can  obtain  same  at  the  club  house. — 
R.  E.  Rogers. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-stroet,  Soho.  — On  Deo.  2 the  following 
members  weighed-in : Messrs.  Harris,  sen.,  roach ; 

Harris,  jun.,  roach;  Hughes,  sen.,  roach;  Pain,  roach 
and  dace  ; Shnrey,  perch  ; Webber,  roach  ; Richards, 
roach  ; Gibbons,  perch  ; Sartain,  roach  ; Hughes,  jun., 
roach.  I hope  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday  next, 
as  some  important  business  is  to  be  done. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Luke’s  Angling  Society,  White  Bear,  King- 
street,  Bath-street,  St.  Luke’s. — Some  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Dec.  3.  Two  jack  and  a dace  was  the  only 
result.  A special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  11;  some  important  business  will  bo  transacted. — 

G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Result  of  fishing  at  Amber- 
ley  for  the  prizes  on  the  2nd — neither  taken.  They  will 
be  fished  for  at  the  same  place  on  the  9th.  The  members 
must  go  down  by  the  8.30  a m.  from  London  Bridge  on 
the  day  of  the  competition.  On  Tuesday  the  usual 
2s.  Gd.  was  voted  from  the  funds  towards  the  river 
keepers’  dinner. — J.  Wright. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street. — The  outing  at  Bourne  End  on 
the  2nd  inst.  resulted  as  follows:  Smith,  jun.,  first; 
Docker,  second;  Petrie,  third;  North,  fourth;  Smith, 
sen.,  fifth;  Feven,  sixth  ; Messrs.  E.  Wright,  J.  Wright, 
Roberts,  and  Robbins  having  had  fish.  The  Christmas 
outing  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on  the  16th  inst. 
All  members  in  arrear  will  kindly  oblige  by  clearing  the 
books.— C.  B.  Lumby. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  The 

Bush  Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush  Green. — Messrs.  Holloway 
and  Heard  one  day  last  week  in  the  Thames,  had 
splendid  sport  among  the  perch,  catching  fifty-one,  all 
sizeable,  which  I think  must  be  a record  for  several 
years  past.  Thirty-nine  were  returned  to  the  water, 
being  under  our  standard.  Their  respective  weights 
were  31b.  10§oz.  and  81b.  2oz.  Mr.  Baldock,  four  perch, 
21b.  Goz. ; and  the  hon.  secretary,  perch  and  roach, 
21b.  2|oz. — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Dec.  2 Mr.  Puttick  had 
two  nice  chub  (largest  31b.  12Joz.) ; Mr.  Swales,  roach, 
and  Mr.  Fletcher  chub  and  roach.  On  Tuesday  last 
(quarterly  night),  the  election  of  officers  took  place,  Mr. 
Fletcher  being  elected  president  for  the  next  quarter, 
and  Mr.  Williams  vice.  Messrs.  Cherry,  Williams,  and 
Fletcher  volunteered  as  auditors.  As  on  next  Tuesday 
final  arrangements  will  be  made  for  our  next  outing  at 
Reading,  on  Dec.  1G,  a better  muster  is  requested  than 
on  last  Tuesday. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — The  date  of  the 
outing,  when  the  members  fish  for  about  two  dozen 
seasonable  prizes,  will  be  the  16th  inst.,  destination  to 
be  fixed  later  on,  so  I hope  every  member  will  attend  on 
Friday  evening  for  the  latest  news.  Mr.  Way  had  perch 
and  Mr.  Davies  roach  from  the  Thames  on  Dec.  2. — - 
A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  Dec.  2 Mr.  Pyle 
was  first,  and  was  the  only  member  weighing-in.  On 
Dec.  9 we  fish  for  two  prizes  at  Pangbourne.  One 
full  member  was  elected  on  Wednesday  last,  also  one 
hon.  member. — J.  J.  F. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Rhodes- 
well-road,  Stepney.  — On  Dec.  2 Mr.  Chamberlain 
weighed-in  roach.  We  fish  a pegged-down  match  on 
Dec.  9 at  Witham  ; all  go  down  by  first  train  on  the 
morning.  Members  please  show  up  on  Friday  next  to 
arrange  the  prizes  to  be  fished  for. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Royal  Oak,  Glen- 
thorn-road,  Hammersmith. — On  the  2nd  inst.  Mr. 
Taylor  weighed-in  two  jack  from  Walton,  the  largest 
41b.  5oz.  A complimentary  concert  will  be  given  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  T.  Carpenter  on  Tuesday  next,  Dec.  11. — 

H.  Reaves. 

Stockton-on-Tees  Phoenix  Piscatorial  Society 
and  the  Darlington  Anglers’  Club.— On  Satur- 
day evening  last  the  members  of  these  clubs  held  a 
smoking  concert  at  the  Devonport  Hotel,  Middleton-on- 
Row,  Mr.  W.  H.  Foster,  Stockton,  presiding.  Mr. 
Yarey,  Darlington,  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  chair- 
man, in  opening  the  meeting,  referred  to  the  gathering 
as  being  the  first  of  what  he  hoped  would  be  many 
pleasant  meetings  between  the  two  clubs.  Mr.  Gill 
(vice-president  of  the  S.P.P.S.)  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  spoke  at  length  as  to  the  popularity  of  angling, 
the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  anglers  from  season  to 
season,  and  the  desirability  of  societies  working  together 
in  the  acquirement  of  fishing  rights,  as  it  was  only  by 
adopting  such  measures  that  suitable  waters  could  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  clubman.  Mr.  Timms 
(Darlington)  also  addressed  tho  meeting.  The  following 
gentlemen  supplied  the  harmony,  which  was  of  a very 
high-class  character  : Messrs.  King,  Wilkinson,  Timms, 
Lloyd,  Pilkington,  Treeby,  Gill,  Varey,  and  Teooe.  A 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  Hpent,  tho  proceedings 
closing  with  tho  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  meeting. — J.  H. 
Walton. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Doptford. — 
Several  mombors  of  tho  above  were  out  on  Deo.  2,  with 
tho  following  rosult : Mr.  J.  Payno,  a fino  show  of  roach, 
largest  fish  lib.  G.foz.  ; J.  Stoor,  daoo.  Tho  members  of 
tho  above  have  decided  to  fish  for  the  given  prizes  on 
Dec.  1G  on  the  Thames. — II.  Tyler. 


Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
VauxhaU  Cross.  We  fished  for  our  Christmas  prizes 
on  Doc.  2 at  Datchet,  but  only  six  prizes  were  taken. 
Tho  following  were  the  winners  : Mr.  A.  Pain,  perch 
and  dace,  1st;  Betts,  roach  and  dace,  2nd  ; Birch,  roach, 
perch,  dace.  3rd  ; Martin,  roach  and  dace,  4th  ; Mor- 
ring,  dace,  5th  ; Brookman,  porch,  Gth.  The  remaining 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  9 ; go  where  you  like. 
The  distribution  will  take  place  on  Friday.  Dec.  21, 
on  which  occasion  a smoker  will  follow. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea,  S.W.  — On 
Wednesday  last  some  fine  shows  of  roach  graced  the 
trays,  Mr.T.  Alder,  jun.,  having  201b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Powe 
121b.  9oz.  On  Dec.  2 several  members  had  nice  shows 
of  fish.  Our  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  9.  — E. 
Sutehall. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — At  the  quarterly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  C.  Groom  was  unani- 
mously re-elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  quarter  and 
Mr.  H.  Haine  vice-chairman.  Messrs.  W.  H.  Wilson 
and  A.  Gemble  were  reappointed  delegates  to  the 
association.  Our  Christmas  competition  for  a series  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  the  16th  inst. ; all  entries  to 
close  on  Wednesday  next.— C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— On  Nov.  5 we  fished 
a match  at  Broxbourne  for  five  half-guinea  prizes,  but 
only  two  were  taken,  Mr.  H.  Styman  being  first  with 
perch,  and  Mr.  G.  Styman  second  with  perch.  The 
remaining  three  prizes  were  fished  for  on  Dec.  2,  only 
one  being  taken  by  Mr.  Renn  with  roach.  The  remain- 
ing prizes  will  be  left  over. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.  — The  following 
weighed-in  on  Dec.  2:  Mr.  O.  Lloyd,  roach;  Mr.  T. 
Kenny,  roach;  and  Mr.  Yale,  jack  and  roach.  — R. 
Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — On  Dec-  2 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  Sunbury  Lock  nothing  was 
done.  On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  call  a special 
meeting  for  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  a place  for  a 
match  for  club  and  other  prizes ; all  members  particu- 
larly invited  to  attend; — J.  G. 

Why  Not  Angling  Socitey,  Steelbouse-lane, 
Wolverhampton. — At  a meeting  of  this  society  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  it  was  stated  that,  both  numeri- 
cally and  financially,  the  club  was  in  a good  position. 
Several  prizes  were  offered  for  competition.  After  the 
ordinary  business  a social  gathering  took  place,  when 
the  members  pronounced  themselves  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  all  the  good  things  of  which  they  had  partaken. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  and  the 
vice-chair  by  Mr.  S.  Richards.  After  the  usual  loyal 
toasts,  some  excellent  songs  and  recitations  were 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Owen,  Richards,  Stevens,  Knottley, 
Humphries,  Thomas,  Betties,  Blews,  Crump,  Davies, 
G.  Badger,  &c.  A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for 
presiding  brought  a pleasant  evening  to  a close. — J.  W. 
Vann. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  but  most  had  blanks,  Mr.  J.  R.  Howcroft 
weighing  pike,  roach,  and  dace,  61b.  13oz.,  others 

arriving  too  late  to  weigh-in. — P.  Smith. 

Ye  Old  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Old  Ford- 
road,  Bow. — Will  members  kindly  take  notice  that 
there  will  be  a special  general  meeting  on  Thursday, 
13th  inst.,  at  9 p.m.  sharp,  to  consider  on  what  basis  we 
shall  continue  the  club  since  the  split  with  some  of  the 
old  members  ? The  business  is  as  follows  : To  elect  new 
officers ; to  arrange  for  a prize  outing  ; and  a compli- 
mentary concert  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  I hope 
honorary  members  will  try  and  attend.  Several  of  our 
members  went  to  Malden  last  week,  but  had  little 
sport. — D.  Davis. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  a special  meeting  of  this  society  held  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Monday  last,  it  was  definitely 
decided  to  rent  for  one  year  private  water  at  Addlestone. 
The  water  contains  jack,  carp,  tench,  bream,  roach,  and 
perch.  Members  are  allowed  to  fish  upon  payment  of 
Gd.  each ; tickets  to  be  obtained  from  the  hon.  sec.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  : Committeemen,  Dr. 
Hardy,  Councillor  Homershaw,  Mr  G.  D.  Deuchar,  Mr. 
Large,  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  Mr.  D.  Hayer,  Mr.  T.  Derom- 
ford,  Mr.  Erwood,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  F.  Little- 
wood,  and  Mr.  L.  Collins.  Four  new  members  were 
elected,  and  four  gentlemen  were  nominated  forelection. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  exhibited  a pike  weighing  91b.  3oz. 
which  he  had  caught  that  day. 


A devoted  angler  got  permission  for  two  days’  fish- 
ing on  a certain  estate.  On  the  first  day  it  rained  so 
hard  and  so  incessantly  that  he  was  unable  to  make  a 
start  before  evening,  and  next  day  lie  was  compelled  by 
another  downpour  to  desist  after  (only  an  hour  or  so  on 
the  water.  On  the  following  day  ho  was  having  a good 
time  of  it,  when  ho  was  accosted  by  tho  farmer,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  look  after  tho  fishing.  Tho  angler  got 
over  tho  difficulty,  and  the  farmer,  thus:  “ Look  here  ! 
I was  fishing  on  Monday  evening  and  Tuesday  morning.” 
“ That  is  so,”  said  the  farmer.  “ Well,  tho  evening  and 
tho  morning  wore  tho  first  day,  woron’t  they?”  Tho 
farmer  admitted  that  according  to  Scripture  that  was 
so.  “ Thon,”  said  tho  delinquent,  “ thisovoning  is  only 
tho  beginning  of  tho  sooond,  isn’t  it?”  The  farmer 
scratched  his  lioad,  nodded,  walked  a Hliort  distance, 
stopped,  shook  hiB  head  solemnly  and  slowly,  and — gave 
it  up. 


December  8,  1894] 


THE  DISHING  GAZETTE 


with  the  epsom  anglers. 

Ihk  Epsom  Anglers  had  a crowded  meeting  on  Wod- 
hesday  evening,  when  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (“  Old  Izaak  ”> 
read  his  paper  entitled,  ‘'Fish  Life,  Past,  and  Present  ” 
before  a,  most  appreciative  audience.  The  reader  placed 
hm  subject  before  his  hearers  in  a most  lucid  manner 
and  the  quiet  way  in  which  the  various  points  wore 
subTe'ctf’  teS^^e^  *°  ^eat  interest  taken  in  the 

,^.r-  Crumplen’s  paper  was  illustrated  by  a number 
of  diagrams  and  a splendid  collection  of  teeth  character- 
istic of  the  dentition  of  fishes,  kindly  lent  by  Dr.  Patter- 
Bon.  in  the  course  of  an  instructive  reading,  Mr. 
Crumplen  remarked  there  were  above  ten  thousand 
Sl)ec  of  fishea.  of  which  about  one-fourth  were 
inhabitants  of  fresh  water,  and  some  were  to  be  found  in 
the  water  of  almost  every  part  of  the  globe,  no  matter 
what  its  depth  or  temperature  might  be.  F/sh  were 
abo’?t  waters  long  before  man  appeared 
eartb,  and  although  our  present  fishes  differed 
trom  those  of  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world’s  history, 
yet  they  were  of  the  same  type  in  the  main, 
and  a few  of  our  present  forms  such  as  the 
g?on>  som.e  °f  tbe  sharks,  and  the  fringe-finned 
fnrm«terf°ih  °f  77,®  could  be  easilV  identified  as 
ViJuL  1 those  ,wbl<ib  flourished  in  far  distant  epochs, 
ifishes  have  played  a most  important  part  in  the 
economy  of  creation  for  it  is  a fact  that  while  existing 
sh  supply  us  with  food  and  various  useful  products, 

nerindemamS  °f  T1080  of  a lon^  prehistoric 

5®’?,-  are  sometimes  employed  in  building  our 
gS«  h°r  paYm=  A our  streets.  Some  of  the 
extinct  fishes  seem  to  have  been  migratory  as 
the  salmon  is  now  a fact  that  would  account 
tor  similar  remains  bemg  occasionally  found  both  in 
£“^“2  saltwater  rocks.  Mr.  Crumplen  rapidly 
described  the  fishes  of  the  red  sandstone,  and  gradually 
eondltio\of  things  as  they  now  exist, 
treating  of  the  various  changes  that  have  taken  place, 
-he  %e°graPbical  limits  and  conditions 
under  which  various  fishes  are  now  found.  The  senses 

brieflved’c.hHan-Il?’  seejDS>  deling,  smelling,  &c.,  were  all 
briefly  dealt  with,  amd  very  much  information  imparted 

inctden?^liar+Wayi,  7h®  general  structure  of  fishes  was 
u 7 touched  V15011’  and  the  reader’s  description 
showin7fho  7“  rendered  attractive  by  the  diagrams 
showing  the  forms  of  some  of  the  ancient  fishes  and  tbe 
surprising  collection  of  teeth,  &c.,  of  fish  of  all  kinds 
hich  were  on  the  table.  The  colours  of  fishes  were  also 
dealt  with.  In  many  instances  this  colouring  was 
designed  to  protect  them  from  their  enemies,  and  it  was 
shown  how  the  common  trout,  and,  indeed,  nearly  all 
fish,  partake  of  the  character  cf  their  surroundings, 
to  which  they  soon  adapt  themselves  if  removed  from 
t0  anothcr;  As  a rule  those  fishes  swimming 
near  the  surface  ot  the  water  display  the  brightest 
Tr6  1gtS  J°.  wb|ch  fishes  live  was  described  as 
problematical,  but  it  might  be  said  the  slowest  growing 
fishes  lived  tbe  longest.  The  male  sex  predominates  in 
point  of  numbers  The  present  impediments  to  fish 
life  were  dealt  with  at  the  close,  the  steam  launch 
aquatic  birds,  and  sundry  kinds  of  pollution  being  held 
accountable  tor  tbe  depletion  of  many  streams.  Anglers 
do  not  sufficiently  support  river  preservation.  In 
a concluding  peroration  Mr  Crumplen  earnestly  ex- 
pressed  a hope  that  tte  pre»ent  generation  might  not  be 
reproached  for  having  neglected  onr  rivers  Ind  exter- 
minated the  fishes  that  at  present  make  them  their 
home  Father  let  it  be  said,  as  ho  trusted  would  be  the 
case,  that  in  our  age  the  value  of  the  products  both  of 
sea  and  river  was  understood,  and  that  therefrom  dates 
a change  so  beneficial  that  its  effects  will  be  visible 
until  the  end  of  time. 

A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  “Old  Izaak” 
tor  his  Kindness  in  coming  to  Epsom.  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  was 
in  the  chair,  to  whom  also  a vote  of  thanks  was  accorded. 


5G5 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

0\'  Saturday  evening  about  fifty  members  and  friends 
ot  this  flourishing  society  supped  wisely  and  well  at 
Messrs.  Booth  and  Son’s  Restaurant,  Brighton.  A 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  all  present,  the 
songs,  readings,  recitations,  and  instrumental  solos 
being  remarkably  well  rendered.  Mr.  Firmin  was  in  a 
very  happy  vein,  and,  as  chairman,  contributed  greatly 
to  the  success  of  tbe  meeting.  Messrs.  Beavan,  W.  F. 
Booth,  Hind  Crouch,  Cramer,  F.  P.  Light,  and  C T 
West  gave  some  excellent  songs,  while  Dr.  Snell  gave  a 
reading  and  Mr.  Kneill  a recitation  that  were  much 
appreciated.  Messrs.  Lindars  and  Isaacs  gave  instru- 
| • 80  °.s  upon  the  zither  and  piano  respectively. 

,,  hhis  society  has,  as  the  Americans  say,  evidently 
come  to  stay,”  as  each  year  finds  it  in  a more 
P^’0®Per0“s . c°ndition.  Mr.  Wells,  the  superintendent 
at  the  Brighton  Aquarium,  successfully  netted  the 
stock  ponds  rented  by  this  society  at  Bnrgess-hill  on 
Saturday  morning,  many  thousand  fish  being  taken 
some  to  the  Aquarium,  the  others  to  the  various  waters 
nsned  by  the  members. 

A quantity  of  English  tench  and  German  king  carp 
are  ordered,  and  the  hon.  secretary,  on  Monday  last,  pur- 
chased  ab°ut  4cwt.  of  carp  and  tench  averaging  over 
7b’,  eacb-  These  fish  came  from  Knepp  Castle,  the 
seat  ot  sir  Raymond  Burrell,  who  is  a vice-president. 

.i7  v c°llectlon  of  stuffed  specimen  fish  to  be  seen  at 
the  headquarters  of  this  society  at  Arch,  143,  King’s- 
road,  Brighton,  is  the  finest  in  the  South  of  England 


WITH  THE  EAGLE  ANGLERS. 

°N  Tuesday  night  last,  at  the  Eigle  Hotel,  Tottsnham 
the  members  ot  the  Eagle  Angling  Society,  with  many 
of  their  angling  friends,  met  together  under  the  chair- 
manship ot  their  president,  Mr.  E.  B.  RuDway  Mr  B 
Wood  occupying  the  vice-chair,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr 
Allred  Jardine  reading  a paper  entitled  “ Rambles  along 
I ish-full  Streams  and  among  Pike  Pools.”  About  a 
hundred  gentlemen  were  present,  many  having  come 
long  distances  to  this  intellectual  treat,  and  the  general 
expression  of  all  was  that  they  had  had  a most 
enjoyable  reunion.  Tbe  description  given  by  the 

aTfnitl  ° thre^Xq"i|ite  beauty  of  trout  streams 
and  pike-pools  ot  Kent,  Surrey,  and  Sussex,  their  rural 
and  sylvan  surroundings,  and  the  fine  sport  to  be  had 
by  an  angler  when  fishing  them,  held  his  audience  for  an 
hour  or  more  in  close  and  interested  attention,  while 
anecdotes  of  country  squires,  village  Waltonians 
poachers  and  interloping  busybodies,  also  accounts  of 
successful  fishing  forays,  brought  the  reading  to  a 
termination,  when  a vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously 
accorded  to  Mr.  Jardine.  Afterwards  some  excellent 
wer,?  by  gentlemen  present,  notably  by 

Messrs.  Russel  Gurney,  E.  B.  Ridgway,  Gregory 
Wilson,  Hamilton  Professor  Farrington,  &c.,  and  Mr.’ 
J.  Moss  was  an  able  aocompanyist. 

The  Limerick  Fishery  Board  Dispute.— In  the 
Queen  a Bench  Division,  Dublin,  on  Monday  in  the  case 
B°nHhM$aeen  V'  ^cl?0ITeI1’  Origan,  Mahonly,  Connery, 
a"^  M°fn®rpy.’ tbe  ipstioos  made  absolute  a conditional 
^at  information  in  the  motion  of  quo  warranto 
should  issue  against  the  six  persons,  who  claimed  to 
have  been  properly  elected  for  the  “ B ” division  of  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators.  i 


THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  AND  THAMES 
FISHERMEN. 

, the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council, 
held  last  Tuesday  at  the  County  Hall,  Spring-gardens, 
under  the  presidency  of  Sir  John  Hutton,  Mr.  R.  Strong 
the  vice-chman  of  the  General  Parposes  Committee  * 
submitted  a recommendation  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ment ot  six  members  of  the  council  on  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Board.  The  committee  recommended  “That 
^COancdin  ^be  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
it  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894,  do  appoint  as 
conservators  of  the  River  Thames  from  Jan.  1,  1895  Mr. 
William  Charles  Steadman  and  Mr.  Robert  Lyon,  for  one 
year;  Mr.  Albert  Bassett  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Richard 
Stephens  Jackson,  for  two  years;  and  Mr.  Charles 
Harrison  and  Mr.  John  McDougall,  for  three  years  • 
subject  to  their  so  long  continuing  under  the  provisions 
*b 6 statute  to  be  qualified  to  act  as  such  conservators  ” 
Mr.  Elliott  made  a strong  appeal  to  the  council  to 
elect  at  least  one  member  on  the  conservancy  who  might 
be  trusted  to  look  after  the  interests  of  tbe  many  thousands 
ot  Londoners  who  used  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
as  a means  of  recreation  and  enjoyment.  The  wharfingers 
and  steamship  owners  were  well  represented  on"the 
Conservancy  Board,  but  there  was  no  one  who  could  be 
said  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  anglers.  There 
were  thousands  of  people  who  went  fishing  in  the 
Ihames  every  Sunday,  and  it  was  only  right  that 
their  interests  should  be  studied.  A i it  was,  tne  fishing 
in  the  Ihames  had  very  greatly  d . ieriorated,  and  he 
hoped  therefore  the  Council  would  not  allow  this  oppor- 
tunity ot  appointing  members  on  the  conservancy  to 
pass,  without  electing  a man  who  would  represent  as 
it  were  those  who  looked  on  the  Thames  as  a source  of 
recreation.  In  Mr.  Arthur  Arter  they  had  a gentleman 
wbo  was  a devotee  of  the  river,  for  he  usually  had  a 
house-boat  on  the  Thames  every  summer,  and  was  well- 
known  and  respected  in  the  upner  reaches  of  the  river 
He  proposed,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Arter  be  elected  a 
conservator  of  the  River  Thames. 

Some  considerable  discussion  ensued,  and  ultimately 
it  was  decided  to  take  a show  of  hands  on  the  various 
names  submitted,  and  in  the  result  Mr.  Arter  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  Council  for  two  years. 


THE  ROACH. 

REGARDED  FROM  A CUIINARY  POINT  OF  VIEW. 

As  Food.— “He  is  a fish  of  no  great  reputation,  and 
fits  spawn  is  accounted  much  better  than  any  other  part 
ot  him.”—  Walton. 

“Tbe  roe,  which  is  green  and  boils  red,  is  remarkably 
good,  they  differ  greatly  in  goodness,  according  to  the 
rivers  in  which  they  are  caught.  None  are  good  that 
are  kept  in  ponds  .’’—Naturalist’s  Cabinet,  vol.  v. 

It  is  in  little  estimation  generally  for  the  table,  but 
it  is  best  as  food,  as  well  as  finest  in  colour,  in  October 
a state  produced  probably  by  the  variety  as  well  as 
quantity  of  nutriment  obtained  during  a long  summer  • 
it  is  in  this  month  that  it  is  most  sought  alter  by  the 
Thames  aDglers.”— Yarrell. 

The  roach,  which  is  now  in  no  estimation,  and  thought 
useful  only  as  food  for  better  fish,  was  probably  more 
valued  formerly.  According  to  Blomfield,  in  1413 
Clement  Paston,  Esq.,  and  others,  trespassed  on  the 
ponds  belonging  to  the  Abbot  of  St.  Bennets,  and  took 

J)0  roach,  200  perch,  and  300  eels,  which  were  together 

valued  at  100  shillings,  a high  price  then.  Yet  in 
K Estrange  s Household  Book,”  which  refers  to  the 
next  century,  few  notices  of  fresh-water  fish  are  to  be 
found.  A barrister  friend  informs  us  that  this  value 
was  only  nominal,  as  were  the  numbers  also,  but  lawyers 
assume  a great  deal. 

Cooking  Roach,  &c.— When  largo  roach  are  scored 
across  the  sides,  and  broiled  with  the  scales  on  they 
are  considered  by  many  a well-flavoured  fish,  especially 
in  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons. 

I feel  assured  that  no  one  thing  is  more  neglected  in 
this  country  than  the  cooking  of  fish.  How  is  it  that 
at  tables  east  of  London,  barbel,  roach,  dace,  and  even 


the  white  bream  are  brought  to  table  and  eaten 
w-*i  9 m°\t  fast;fdious  with  relish  an!  thankfulness  ? 
With  one  style  of  cooking  the  roe  of  the  barbel  is  a 
violent  poison  ; by  another  treatment  it  becomes  palat- 
able and  wholesome.  The  mere  fact  of  washing  and 
+i?lhA^lt  either  in  vinegar  or  vinegar  and  water,  making 
the  difference.  Roach  from  one  kitchen  shall  appear  a 
sappy,  soddened,  sickly  pulp,  only  held  together  by  a 
framework  of  loose  bones.  From  another,  with  firm 
and  flaky  flesh,  a single  one  affording,  with  a woll- 
boiled  potato,  a relishing  meal.  And  who  that  has 
partaken  of  dace,  hot  and  hissing  from  the  brazier  of 
the  dark-eyed  Rebe9ea,  will  gainsay  that  this  much- 
despmed  fish  is  delicious  when  cooked  as  she  can’ cook 
them?  The  truth  is,  we  are  all  behindhand  in  onr  know- 
ledge  oi  cookery,  and  blame  our  fresh- water  fish  when 
wrought  to  take  the  shame  to  ourselves. 

“Take  a roach— the  sooner  after  he  is  caught  the 
better— of  about  half  a pound  or  upwards,  and  having 
wiped  the  scales  off  him — which  may  be  done  with  a 
coarse  cloth  without  injuring  the  flesh,  as  with  a knife 
dredge  it  with  flour,  and  having  your  fat  or  oil  readv 
boiling  in  the  pan,  lay  him  gently  therein  ; do  not  crack 
or  break  the  skin  ; keep  it  as  much  as  possible  from 
touching  the  pan,  by  cansing  it  to  float  in  the  grease,  and 
turn  with  a flat  dumpling-strainer,  or  other  similar 
instrument,  and  it  will  brown  by  the  mere  contact  with 
its  seething  hath.  A squeeze  of  lemon,  or  drop  or  two 
of  vinegar,  when  on  the  plate,  will  add  a zest.  Now  I 
have  not  said  anything  about  gutting  the  fish.  Indeed 
I strictly  enjoin  you  not  to  do  so.  When  the  fish  comes 
to  table  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  divide  the  fish  down 
the  back  with  your  knife— the  fins  and  their  bones  beim- 
avoided— strip  one  side  and  then  the  other  of  the  fish 
which  you  will  find  you  can  do  in  perfect  and  unbroken 
flakes,  and  place  the  anatomical  structure  on  a separate 
plate  tor  removal.  Or  if  you  are  in  immediate  proximity 
to  the  kitchen— or  what  is  still  better,  if  you  have  the 
stove  at  your  elbow— remove  the  flesh  before  it  is 
placed  upon  the  table.”— Rev.  J.  Martin. 

Cooking  Fish.— Many  have  been  the  good  dinners 
we  have  made  beside  the  streams— being  our  own  cook— 
upon  some  of  the  roach  caught  to  earn  the  meal  • and  as 
there  is  no  appetite  like  one  obtained  by  labour,  and  no 
flavour  like  that  the  open  air  imparts,  the  relish  has 
been  beyond  description.  The  angler  should  be  pro- 
vident at  starting,  taking  with  him  a loaf— in  a hole  in 
which  some  butter  has  been  hidden-salt,  pepper,  and 
luciiers,  not  forgetting  something  in  a flask  wherewith 
to  adulterate  the  pure  element,  and  his  cnisine  is  thus 
tar  complete.  A handful  of  dry  sticks,  some  leaves 
turt,  or  any  dry  rubbish,  will  afford  fuel,  and  a flat 
stone,  c eansed  in  the  river  and  placed  to  warm  by  the 
™'  W1U  afford  a good  substitute  for  a plate. 

The  fish  should  be  washed  clean,  particularly  the 
throats  cut  open  and  gntted,  bat  no  water  should  touch 
tbe  inside,  as  the  natural  juices  should  te  retained  as 
tar  as  possible.  Take  off  the  heads,  score  the  sides 
slightly,  and  pepper  and  salt  them  well,  inside  and  out 
Out  some  twigs  of  blackthorn,  or  any  bard  wood,  peei 
and  tarn  the  ends,  ant  run  the  pointed  end  of  one  alone 
the  backbone  ot  each  roach,  sticking  the  thick  ends  into 
admFround’  80  that  the  fish  may  lean  over  the  fire 

ihe  appearance  of  the  inside  of  the  fish  will  tell  you 
when  they  are  done.  Take  them  off  the  twigs,  one  by 
one,  with  a twist  to  disengage  the  stick  from  the  flesh- 
lay  them  on  your  hot  stone  plate,  and  butter  them  while 
warm. 

In  cooking  perch  after  this  fashion,  it  is  much  better 
to  leave  the  scales  on;  they  protect  the  juices  of  the 
fish,  and  peel  off  all  in  one  dike. 

We  are  told  by  an  American  friend  and  angler  of  the 
following  recipe  for  baking  or  steaming  fresh-water  fish  • 

Eet  the  fare  be  a good  one,  to  produce  the  requisite 
amount  of  live  embers.  When  it  is  burned  down,  it  is 
ready  both  for  potatoes  and  fish.  Do  not  cut  off  the 
heads  of  the  fish,  but  season  them,  and  then  take  a 
piece  ot  strong  thin  paper,  and  smearing  it  thinly  with 
butter  roll  a fish  in  it.  After  saturating  each  fish  so 
encased  in  the  stream,  lay  them  side  by  side  in  the  bed  of 
hot  ashes,  cover  them  up,  and  give  a minute  to  an  inch  • 
that  is,  it  a fish  is  10in.  long  give  it  ten  minutes,  and  so  on 
When  you  uncover  them  they  can  be  removed  from  the 
ashes  by  inserting  the  forked  end  of  a long  stick 
beneath,  and  drawing  them  out.  When  you  taka  them 
out  of  the  paper  unroll  them  carefully  on  a flit  stone 
open  and  butter  them  to  your  liking,  and,  above  all  re- 
gard the  head  as  a precious  morsel ; it  contains  much 
when  done  in  tLis  fashion,  that  is  glutinous  and  fatty’ 

In  the  language  of  Father  ‘Izaak,’  ‘they  are  too  good 
tor  any  but  honest  anglers.’  Old  anglers  have  oonfessed 
atter  a roast  or  bake  (in  the  former  plan  doing  the  fish 
on  flat  stones  previously  heated  in  the  fire),  that  thev 
have  missed  much  by  not  adopting  this  simple  way  of 
providing  a sumptuous  dinner,  and  that  all  household 
methods,  with  their  epicurean  appliances,  were  not  to 
be  compared  with  roasting  or  baking  under  the  ashes 

rta\°our ^of" the^fish8/’1'08^  meddod  -taining  the  natural 

• 'Tu  hwe  heart}  of  } ohub  and  rQach  be-  CQoked 

in  the  artful  gipsy  fashion  of  surrounding  the  fish 
entrails  scales  and  all,  in  a dumpling  of  clay,  and  sub- 
7“ 8 *°  a h°le  previously  dug,  in  whioh  a wood 
fire  had  left  but  its  embers,  and  then  closing  the  top 
with  a turf.  But  commend  us  to  the  toasting  and 
baking  process.  " 

[De  gustibux  &c.  ; for  my  own  part  I believe  that  if  a 
roach,  caught  in  autumn  or  winter,  when  it  is  not 
feeding  on  weods,  is  scaled,  cleaned,  and  wiped  dry 
inside  and  out  (i.e..  not  washed  in  water),  egged  and 
bread-crumbed,  and  exquisitely  fried  the  day  he  is 
taken  out  of  the  river,  he  will  be  superior  to  another 
roach  cooked  by  any  other  prooess.  With  him  should 
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bo  fried  a littlo  partdoy,  and  the  beat  of  HauooH  iH  a little 
lomon  iuico,  and  either  popper  ground  from  a table  mill 
or  cayenne  pepper,  liut  cook  him  the  day  ho  is 
oaught  fail  not  in  that.  If  tho  frying  is  done  in  butter, 
which  learned  cooks  say  is  wrong,  bo  will  tasto  all  the 
sweeter,  but  not  be  such  a good  colour  as  if  fried  in  oil 
or  lard,  liut  bow  many  roaoh  fishers  have  cooks  who 
can  fry  oxquisitoly  '(  Not  one  in  fivo  hundred.  Mind 
you,  do  not  try  this  receipt  on  a pond  roach,  but  doal 
thus  with  a river  roach  in  good  soason,  as  I have 
explained. — J.  B.J 

Wo  will  ooneludo  with  a fow  hints,  the  rosult  of 
long  experience,  which  escapod  notice  in  their  proper 
plaoes. 

All  tackle  should  be  as  good  and  carefully  made  as  the 
means  at  the  angler’s  command  will  admit.  It  should 
bo  kept  in  good  condition,  and  packed  away  so  as  to  bo 
available  at  a moment’s  notioe.  The  young  angler 
especially  should  learn  to  whip  a hook  on  to  hair  or  gut, 
to  put  on  a ring,  or  splice  a broken  rod  ; but  we  have 
not  thought  it  advisablo  to  go  into  the  detail  of  tackle- 
making, whioh  has  been  well  and  often  treated  of  by  other 
writers. 

When  punt-fishing,  the  attendant  should  never  be 
allowed  to  bait  the  hook  or  take  the  fish  off  ; the  latter 
is  a fruitful  source  of  damage,  the  gut  or  hair  being,  by 
clumsy  handling,  crippled  where  it  is  tied  to  the  hook. 
To  avoid  this  we  constantly  use  a disgorger,  which 
prevents  this  mischief,  and  causes  the  hooks,  to  last 
much  longer.  It  is  curious  to  notice  the  difference 
in  durability  between  gut  and  hair  ; the  former,  if  drawn 
fine,  sometimes  frets,  and  loses  its  strength  in  a day  s 
fishing  ; the  latter,  with  care,  will  last  for  years,  and 


does  not  deteriorate  by  the  action  of  the  water.  All  \ 
rods,  lines,  floats,  &o.,  should  bo  carefully  overhauled 
from  time  to  time,  the  requisite  repairs  made,  and  the 
rods  varnished  when  necessary. 

When  proper  time  can  bo  given  for  the  varnish  to  dry 
well,  coachmaker’s  copal  is  the  best  that  can  be  used, 
but  as  this  takesa  long  time  in  drying,  shellac  dissolved 
in  wood  naptha  makos  an  excellent  tough  varnish,  which 
dries  in  a few  minutes.  [Good  for  whippings,  but 
cannot  bo  recommended  as  a rod  varnish.— J.  B.  Spirits 
of  wine  is  often  recommended  as  a solvent  for  this  gum, 
but  varnish  made  with  it  is  more  liable  to  chill,  and  it 
will  not  dissolve  so  much  shellac  ; whereas  good  wood  j 
naphtha  will  unite  with  the  gum  in  any  proportions.  I 
There  are  several  Borts  of  wood  naptha,  some  of  which 
will  not  dissolve  shellac,  but  the  best  is  sold  especially 
for  the  use  of  hat  makers.  There  are  two  methods  of 
making  up  tackle,  one  with  dry  silk,  the  other  with  silk 
waxed.  If  the  former  be  preferred,  it  may  be  varnished 
with  the  shellac  varnish  just  mentioned,  but  if  shoe- 
maker’s wax  has  been  employed,  a varnish  must  be  used 
that  will  combine  with  it,  such  as  the  dammar  varnish 
previously  mentioned. 

[There  are  a few  roach  fishing  maxims  which  may  be 
summed  up  at  the  end  of  this  volume.  Fish  fine  ; ground 
bait  judiciously  so  that  the  fish  get  the  bait  and  yet  do 
not  over-eat  themselves  ; be  patient,  but  not  too  patient ; 
when  one  method  or  baits  fail  try  other  methods  and 
baits  until  successful ; let  the  fish  neither  hear  nor  see 
you;  consider  the  season,  the  height  and  colour  of  the 
water,  and  fish  accordingly ; use  clean,  sweet  baits  ; 
return  undersized  fish.  Finally,  be  not  puffed  up  with 
pride  if,  after  reading  “ Greville  F’s  ” exhaustive  work, 


you,  by  following  his  directions,  catch  a hundredweight 
of  roach,  more  or  less. — J.  B.  ] 

Note. — Azurine  Roach. — Mr.  T.  It.  Sachs  kindly 
sends  me  the  following  extract  from  “ Darling’s  Guide 
to  Walton. on-the-Naze,”  written  by  J.  Greville  Fennell, 
and  published  in  1876 ; it  is  now  out  of  print : 

“ Inland  fishing  can  be  obtained  for  roach,  &c.,  some 
three  miles  to  the  west  of  Walton,  in  a little  and 
apparently  insignificant  river.  But  here  as  many  as 
401b.  of  roach  have  been  caught  to  a single  rod  in  a day, 
many  of  the  fish  competing  for  size,  colour,  and  flavour 
with  those  of  the  Thames  or  Lea.  But  the  naturalist  as 
well  as  the  angler  will  not  fail  to  visit  this  stream,  as  it 
contains  that  remarkable  scarce  fish  in  the  British 
Islands,  the  azurine  or  blue  reach  (Leuciscu*  cairuleus). 
Its  habits  are  said  to  be  much  like  those  of  the  chub, 
and  especially  it  is  highly  retentive  of  life.  It  in  shape 
resembles  the  rndd,  but  as  regards  colour  it  is  dis- 
tinguished by  having  the  upper  part  of  the  head,  the 
back,  and  sides  a slate-blue,  passing  into  silvery  below, 
and  both  shining  with  a metallic  lustre,  whereas  in  the 
rudd  the  lower  part  of  the  body  is  of  a golden  yellow, 
and  the  fins  of  the  azurine  are  white,  not,  as  in  the  rudd, 
of  a vermilion  colour.” — From  Greville  Fennell’s  “ Book 
of  the  Roach,”  revised  by  John  Bickerdyke. 


Verbum  Sap. — “ But  you  daan’t  main  to  tell  me  thet 
yew  expex  to  ketch  eny  vish  yur,  neighbour  i”  “ Well, 
no,  I don’t  know  that  I do ; but  there’s  a matter  o’  twins 
at  home,  and  my  wife’s  mother  is  staying  with  us  for  a 
little  while,  and ” “ Oh  ! I see 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 

Works.  

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 
Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 
Beccles. — R.  Tilney  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  N.  Devon. — J • Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast. — J-  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place.  

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allport, 

50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2£,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-square. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hilL 

Bishop  Auckland. — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 
Blackburn— James  Gbegson,  Penny-st. 
Bolton. — w.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street.  

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Bnilth,  Wells.— Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street.  

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff.  — E.  Richardson,  “ Silver  Fish,”  I 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 
Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — j.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chndleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington.— J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 

Dublin. — c.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.]  I 


Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge.  

Exeter. — W.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 
Hastings.— Dowsett,  A.  C.,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22fr,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford.— SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.— H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street.  

Inverness.  — j.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 

Union-street. 

D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney. — T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon— S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O. 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa. — J-  Hobson. 

Leeds.— Binsley  Bros.,  10,  Commeroial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn.  Yorks— J.  E-  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside.  

Liverpool.  — W.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — S.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Yiotoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Churoh-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
stroot.  [Wholesale  only.] 


L ondon — Continued. 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 

Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 
Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 

Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 

G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

HoLROYDBROS.,59,Gracechurch-st.,E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

Military  Equipment  Stores  & Tor- 
toise Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  61,  Pall  Mall 

C.  E.  Moon,  116,  Lower  Kennington- 
lane,  S.E. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 
402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holbom. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-square. 

T.  H.  Sowerbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Sfashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel— c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 

Macclesfield— J.  H.  Fearn,  38, Chester- 
gate.  

Machynlleth.  — B.  Pearce,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester— w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J-  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 

Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

Newtown,  N.  Wales.— Fred.  W.  Cooke, 

I Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.  — Guo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-st. 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 

Nottingham. — S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — j-  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gnn  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 
Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehonse. 

Beading. — j-  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Bedditch.— s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.]  _ 

Bichmond  - on  - Thames — Gaynor  A 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Bichmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spencer, 
Finkle-street. 

Bothbury— w.  Mavin. 

J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough.— s.  M.  Patrick,  5, North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 
Southampton— Cox  & Macphersonj 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea— B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anohor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J • D.  Bastard, 

Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Butlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9. 
Market-street. 

York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot, 
Duvy-gato. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  whole  of  the  arrangements  for  travelling  at  the 
reduced  fares  upon  the  several  railways  in  the  Birming- 
ham district  have  been  completed.  The  Birmingham 
Midland  Railway  travelling  card  has  been  up  to  Derby 
for  the  purpose  of  having  certain  supposed  errors  in  the 
fares  rectified,  but  the  card  has  been  returned  without  any 
alteration.  The  London  and  North-Western  and  Great 
Western  cards,  which  are  issued  through  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  have  also  been  revised,  especially 
the  Great  Western  card.  The  members  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  Aston 
Railway  Station  are  desirous  of  booking  to  certain 
stations  on  the  Trent  valley,  a privilege  which  will  no 
doubt  be  granted.  The  Vine  Unity  held  their  first  open 
concert  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  which  was  well  attended. 
The  talent  was  all  that  could  be  desired, and  theevening’s 
entertainment  was  greatly  appreciated.  Other  concerts 
will  be  held  during  the  winter.  Mr.  J.  Spittal  presided, 
and  Mr.  M.  Thomas  was  an  efficient  accompanist. 
The  canal  at  Fradley  is  well  stocked  with  roach,  dace, 
and  chub.  Mr.  C.  Cottrell  of  the  Tenby  club  had  151b. 
of  roach  from  the  Trent,  near  Rugeley,  on  Friday  last. 
All  the  rivers  near  to  Birmingham  are  getting  into  nice 
order  for  chub  and  pike  fishing,  but  up  to  the  present 
very  little  sport  has  been  had.  The  quarterly  general 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  evening  next.  Dec.  13.  Chair  taken 
at  8.15  prompt.  The  half-yearly  subscription  is  now 
due  to  the  Birmingham  Association,  and  must  be  paid 
on  or  before  Saturday,  Dec.  15,  when  Mr.  C.  White  will 
attend  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  at 
7 o’clock  till  10.30,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
same. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  in  the  Fen  District  is  still  being  prosecuted 
under  the  most  favourable  conditions.  The  weather 
remains  open,  and  with  the  waters  in  good  trim,  all 
kinds  of  fishing  has,  during  the  last  week  or  two,  been 
pursued  with  vigour.  Trolling,  of  course,  still  claims 
the  most  attention,  and  from  most  of  the  waters  good 
reports  are  to  hand.  One  of  the  best  bags  of  pike 
recorded  this  week  was  made  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  it 
contained  nine  fish  weighing  over  401b.  Several  other 
good  captures  have  also  been  made,  both  on  this  river 
and  on  the  Witham,  one  fish,  which  scaled  111b.,  being 
taken  from  the  latter  river  near  Dogdyke.  Bottom 
fishermen  continue  to  get  fine  sport  with  roach,  and, 
from  baited  grounds,  bags  varying  from  121b.  to  201b. 
have  recently  been  made. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  has  been  in  splendid  condition  for 
angling  for  the  last  week  or  so,  especially  above  the 
lock,  and  some  very  good  catches  of  roach  and  perch 
have  been  the  result.  Mr.  T.  Barber  has  had  another 
excellent  catch  of  211b.  of  roach,  and  catches  ranging 
from  121b.  lOoz.  down  to  31b.  have  been  made.  Some  good 
takes  of  roach  have  been  had  from  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal.  Several  anglers  having  tied  for  the  Andrews 
prize  in  the  open  matches  held  on  the  River  Hull  at 
Dunswell  during  the  past  season,  they  fished  off  for  it 
on  Saturday  last,  but  the  takes  were  small.  Mr.  A. 
Lord,  of  the  St.  Leger  Hotel  in  Paragon-street,  the  club- 
house of  the  Victoria  A.S.,  has  arranged  to  give  a special 
prize  weekly  for  the  best  specimen  fish  weighed-in 
during  each  week.  On  Dec.  10  the  members  of  the 
River  Hull  A.S.  will  hold  a general  meeting  at  the 
Sandringham  Hotel  at  8.30  p.m.  The  Universal  A. A. 
will  meet  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  11,  at  8 p.m.,  on  special 
business,  and  on  the  same  evening  the  Hull  Social  A.S. 
will  hold  a general  meetingatthe  Prospect  Inn  at8.30p.m.' 
At  a meeting  of  the  Marlborough  A.S.  it  was  arranged  to 
hold  the  annual  dinner  early  in  January;  a special 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  clubroom  on  Monday,  Dec. 

17,  at  8 p.m.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Edgar  Phillips 
A.S.  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  in  Alfred-street, 
Hull,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  prevailing  fogs  are  seriously  interfering  with 
sport,  the  very  sight  of  them  puts  fishing  out  of  our 
thoughts,  and  we  instinctively  turn  our  faces  firewards. 
The  system  adopted  by  clubs  in  offering  their  prizes 
is  evidently  faulty,  it  is  unjust  for  certain  members  to 
monopolise  the  bulk  of  the  prizes  year  after  year. 
Surely  some  handicapping  is  necessary,  men  who  have 
money,  spare  time,  and  also  ability,  ought  not  to  rank 
on  the  level  with  less  fortunate  members.  We  could 
particularise,  but  the  system  is  so  general  that  it  is  not 
necessary.  Stocking  is  the  order  of  the  day,  Stalybridge 
are  still  at  it,  and  the  Radcliffe  Society  are  at  present 
very  enthusiastic  in  this  line  of  business.  The  King- 
fishers held  an  important  meeting  to  deal  with  this 
subject  on  the  4th,  and  passed  several  resolutions  to 
purchase.  Another  monster  gathering  of  anglers 
accompanied  by  a dinner,  similar  to  that  of  a year  or  so 
since,  is  in  contemplation  in  the  immediate  district  of 
Manchester.  On  that  occasion  something  ilke  240  sat 
down  to  dinner,  and  many  more  came  afterwards.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  the  affair  will  be  in  every  way  a success,  and 
that  the  occasion  may  be  the  turning  point  in  the  history 
of  Lancashire  unity.  Speaking  of  dinners  reminds  us  of 
the  many  such  events  now  fixed,  their  name  is  legion, 
every  individual  club  is  having  a jollification  of  some 
sort. 


FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  attendance  of  anglers  at  the  many  fishing  resorts 
in  this  district  has  shown  a falling  off  this  week 
although  the  weather  has  been  fairly  favourable,  but  the 
shortening  days  seem  to  keep  many  of  the  fraternity 
from  the  river  side.  The  best  fishing  has  been  at  the 
canal,  near  the  town,  and  some  capital  specimen  fish 
were  landed.  In  a mixed  lot  taken  by  Mr.  Manship 
were  four  roach  weighing  within  a shade  of  41b.,  the 
best  scaling  lib.  loz.  Mr.  Richardson  also  landed  a 
fine  lot  of  roach,  best  fish  lib.  2oz.  A good  many  other 
anglers  were  successful,  and  upon  the  whole  the  fish 
taken  from  the  Leicester  Society’s  preserves  were  of 
fairly  large  size.  As  usual  during  the  late  part  of  the 
season,  anglers  find  their  way  to  the  backwaters  at 
Aylestone,  and  invariably  at  this  spot  there  are  good 
chub  to  be  had.  Mr.  Hobbs,  who  usually  tries  this 
part  of  the  preserves,  landed  fish  up  to  41b.  7|oz.,  on 
Tuesday.  This  angler  also  secured  dace  up  to  i6oz 
Mr.  Willett  was  prominent  with  51b.  of  roach  and  a 
brace  of  chub.  Mr.  Morton  took  a brace  and  a half  of 
good  pike.  The  waters  at  Blaby  and  Narborough  are 
now  in  rare  trim  for  all  round  winter  fishing,  but  not  an 
over  great  number  of  anglers  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  present  favourable  opportunities  to  secure  good 
sport.  The  Wreake  receives  plenty  of  attention  at  the 
latter  end  of  each  week,  and  anglers  have  been  well 
rewarded  with  roach  and  perch.  The  present  open 
weather  is  all  that  is  required  for  a continuation  of 
satisfactory  sport. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Scarcely  any  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past 
week,  except  Mr.  T.  E.  Gunn,  of  Norwich,  who,  fishing 
on  private  waters  on  Thursday,  took  nearly  a dozen  pike 
from  41b.  to  71b.  The  event  of  the  week  has  been  the 
dinner  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club,  which  was  held  at 
the  Bell  Hotel  on  Monday  evening.  About  fifty  gentle- 
men sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  and  a most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent.  Among  others  present  were 
Messrs.  C.  Daniells  (president),  S.  F.  Howitt  (vice- 
president),  Drs.  Offord  and  Matthews,  Messrs  E B 
Grimmer,  H.  R.  Everitt,  Havers,  C.  J.  Greene,  f! 
Knight,  C.  Clowes,  J.  Womersley,  F.  Parker  T E 
Gunn,  B.  B.  Morgan,  J.  B.  Pearce,  H.  Mower  A j' 
Rudd,  E.  Beck,  W.  J.  Butler,  and  H.  Dakin.  The 
usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  drunk,  Mr.  Gunn  pro- 
posed “The  Conservators  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
Fisheries  Board,”  to  which  Messrs.  Greene  and  Pearce 
responded.  Mr.  Morgan  next  gave  “ The  Tare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society,”  to  which  Mr.  Greene  replied,  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  remarked  that  netting  was 
abolished,  and  that  any  amount  of  fair  fishing  wouid  not 
hurt  the  fishing.  The  toasts  of  the  “Norwich  Angling 
C1.ub>”  “ Kindred  Clubs,”  “Visitors,”  “President  and 
Vice-President”  having  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  C. 
Daniels  gave  “ The  Past  Presidents,”  and  presented  the 
retiring  president  (Mr.  B.  B.  Morgan)  with  a beautiful 
liqueur  stand  subscribed  by  the  club.  The  menu  card 
was  quite  a feature  of  the  dinner.  It  was  a handsome 
booklet,  on  the  covers  of  which  were  impressed  some 
angling  scenes  and  a beautiful  view  of  Coldham  Hall 
while  inside  was  a drawing  of  an  angler  eating  the  pro- 
verbial onion,  and  another  an  angler  just  losing  a fish 
and  exclaiming,  “ It  was  a stuffer.”  ' The  whole  was 
executed  in  fine  style  by  Mr.  Howitt,  the  vice-president 
of  the  club. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  again  been  extensively  pur- 
sued. The  Trent  in  this  district  keeps  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  fishing,  being  low  and  clear,  and 
numerous  pike  and  chub  have  been  caught.  Very  few 
of  the  pike  have,  however,  run  large.  At  Weston,  Mr 
F.  Gamble,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  has  killed 
amongst  others,  one  of  121b.  10|oz.  ; its  girth  measure- 
ment  being  17Jin.  In  a note  to  our  correspondent,  Mr 
Gamble  says:  “ I never  saw  a better  fed  fish— such  a 
splendid  fellow ; am  having  it  set  up,  not  for  its  weight 
but  for  being  such  a beautifully-marked  and  finely-’ 
shaped  specimen.”  Mr.  H.  Spray  ran  and  landed  a 
dozen  at  Shardlow  on  Tuesday ; Mr.  T.  Taylor 
oaught  six,  and  at  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  Coulby  took 
fourteen.  Most  were  returned  as  under  size 
Quantities  of  pike  have  come  from  Stoke,  Shelford 
Clifton,  Barton,  Sawley,  and  Thrumpton.  One 
gentleman  has  had  eleven  big  chub  to  greaves  in  two 
outings,  and  at  Kelham  on  Tuesday  Messrs.  S.  Pogson 
and  W.  Hall  creeled  seven  with  pith  and  brains.  Roach 
have  accepted  gentles  and  bread  paste.  At  Barton 
good  bags  have  been  got  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Erewash.  At  Shardlow  Mr.  F.  Wallis  killed  a dozen 
best  lib.  4|oz.  At  King’s  Mills  Mr.  J.  Theaker  had 
above  a score,  and  in  the  same  waters  Mr.  S.  Pogson 
creeled  nineteen,  best  lib.  4oz.  A few  perch  have  also 
been  met  with  at  Weston  with  the  brandling  worm.  On 
Wednesday  I was  shown  in  the  live  bait  tanks  of  Mr.  J 
Theaker,  of  Canal-street,  no  fewer  than  3000  splendid 
dace.  Pike  anglers  ought  to  make  a note  of  this,  as  the 
holidays  are  approaching.  With  one  of  the  “ Coxon 
spinners”  I have  again  been  most  successful  amongst 
the  pike. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

At  no  time  during  the  year  has  there  been  better 
fishing  than  at  present,  and  those  who  are  able  to  get 
out,  and  care  not  for  a little  cold,  can  be  assured  of 
excellent  results.  The  Witham  is  described  as  being 
alive  with  fish  which  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  good 
baskets  are  now  the  rule.  The  roach  particularly  have 
run  to  a good  size,  and  the  red  worm  has  proved  very 
killing.  In  the  Trent,  however,  roach  have  preferred  ' 
the  maggot.  Chubb  and  pike  fishers  in  the  latter  river  i 
have  met  with  excellent  results,  and  there  are  very  few  ' 


anglers  out  who  have  not  grassed  some  fine  specimens.  The 
drains  in  the  fens  are  not  at  all  behind,  and,  were  trade 
better  and  Christmas  not  so  near,  many  more  Sheffielders 
would  bo  trying  their  skill.  The  Derwent  and  Wye  are, 
li.an/lhing’  better  condition  than  last  week,  and 

the  fish  caught  have  scaled  well.  In  the  lower  lengths 
of  the  Derwent  between  Whatstandwell  and  Ambergate 
some  large,  well-formed  fish  have  been  secured.  Private 
waters  have  also  afforded  good  sport,  and  one  party  who 
visited  Serlby  Park,  the  residence  of  Viscount  Galway, 
re''’ard®d  by  a large  dish  of  fine  fish,  principally 
Among  many  good  fish  was  one  chub  weighing 
21b.  2oz.  Prospects  are  good  all  round. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  weather  has  been  anything  but  inviting  of  late, 
heavy  fogs  and  nipping  east  winds  combining  to  deter 
the  general  run  of  anglers  from  pursuing  sport.  Still, 
to  those  who  are  hardy  enough  to  defy  the  elements  and 
risk  contracting  rheumatism,  influenza,  and  other  ills  of 
a like  unpleasant  character,  there  is  plenty  of  good 
fishing  to  be  obtained,  either  in  the  river  itself  or  in  the 
lakes.  Pike  and  coarse  fish  abound  throughout  Shropshire, 
and  there  is  no  lack  of  sport,  easily  obtainable  by  the 
bona  fide  angler.  The  members  of  the  Shropshire 
Angling  Association  held  their  annual  general  meeting 
at  the  Mayor’s  Court  on  Saturday  last.  The  Mayor 
(y V'  Cross,  Esq.)  presided.  The  Mayor  was 

elected  president  for  the  forthcoming  year,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore  vice-president.  Mr.  J.  Williams  was 
re-elected  secretary,  and  Mr.  Gill,  treasurer.  The 
members  of  the  committee  were  re-elected  with  the 
exception  of  the  Rev.  W.  Wingfield,  whose  place  was  filled 
by  Mr.  Wingfield  of  Onslow  Hall.  The  total  receipts  of 
the  association  were  reported  to  be  over  ,£125,  and  of  this 
sum  a balance  remains  in  hand  of  ,£40.  The  principal 
business  was  the  consideration  of  the  leases  granted  by 
the  majority  of  the  riparian  owners  of  the  County 
vesting  in  the  association  the  right  to  control  the  Severn 
fisheries  in  Shropshire.  The  gathering  was  not  largely 
attended,  owing  to  the  inconvenient  day  and  hour 
arranged  upon  (with  a view  to  securing  the  presence  of 
the  county  members),  but  the  meeting  was  an  unani- 
mous one.  The  arrangements  will  be  altered  in  another 
year. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  rivers  are  a nice  level  and  in  capital  condition 
for  angling.  A good  few  have  been  fishing  the  Severn 
Some  large  chub  have  been  taken  with  the  pith  and 
brains,  and  a capital  lot  of  roach  with  paste  and  red 
worm,  and  the  pike  have  taken  the  spoon  bait  and  live 
bait  freely.  A few  grayling  and  some  fine  dace  have 
been  taken  in  the  Teme  with  the  maggot ; but  we  want 
some  brighter  weather  before  the  fly  can  be  used  with 
success.  Some  few  anglers  have  been  successful  in  the 
Avon  among*  the  pike,  but  very  few  roach  were  taken. 
Ti.h^BlSnsford  AnSlin?  Society  had  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Fox  Inn,  Bransford,  H.  Cazalet,  Fsq.,  occupying* 
the  chair.  There  was  a capital  muster  of  members,  and 
a capital  spread.  The  usual  toasts  were  given,  the 
prizes  distributed,  and  the  report  of  the  secretary  shows 
the  club  to  be  in  a flourishing  condition.  A very  jolly 
evening  was  spent. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  Swale  at  Richmond  and  Catterick  some  decent 
catches  have  been  made  during  the  past  few  days 
Grayling  are  in  pretty  good  condition,  and  fairly 
numerous.  At  Leyburn,  on  the  Yore,  the  weather  has 
favoured  anglers  considerably.  Mr.  J.  R.  Wray  had  a 
pannier  of  thirty  nice  grayling,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Dixon 
also  landed  a good  basket.  In  the  Ouse,  at  York,  how- 
ever, there  has  been  little  or  nothing  doing. — The 
members  of  the  Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Club 
have  held  their  annual  dinner,  when  it  was  stated  that 
the  institution  was  in  a flourishing  condition. 


, A S°FT  answer  turneth  away  wrath,”  and  sometimes 

a ‘ smart  ” answer  has  the  same  effect.  Bishop one 

morning  heard  some  voices  near  his  well-preserved  lake 
Opening  his  window,  he  shouted  out,  “ What  are  you 
doing  there  ?”  The  reply  came,  “ Fishing  !”  “ Do  you 
know  you  are  trespassing?”  “Go  to  bed,”  was  the 
response,  “ your  master  was  not  in  the  habit  of  bullying 
poor  fishermen.”  His  lordship  shut  the  window,  and 
the  poor  fishermen  went  home  with  some  carp. 

Rotting  tree  stumps  are  frequently  the  cause  of  great 
inconvenienoe  to  anglers.  They  may  be  easily  removed 
in  this  manner  : “ With  a 1 |-in.  auger  bore  a hole  in  the 
centre  of  the  stump  about  18in.  deep,  and  put  in  20oz. 
of  saltpetre,  fill  the  hole  with  water,  and  plug  it  tight! 
In  the  spring  take  out  the  plug,  pour  into  the  hole  a 
half-pint  of  crude  petroleum,  and  set  it  on  fire.  The 
stump  will  burn  and  smoulder  to  the  end  of  the  roots 
leaving  nothing  but  ashes.”  Simple,  is  it  not  ? 

They  were  not  acquainted,  but  they  stopped  and 
compared  notes.  “ Well,”  said  the  first,  “ what  do  you 
consider  a fair  day’s  fishing  in  these  waters,  sir  ?"  “ It 

all  depends,”  said  the  other,  “on  what  you  call  a fair 
day.  I fancy  my  day  may  be  taken  as  a pretty  good 
sample.  I got  up  before  daylight,  and  had  a miserable 
apology  for  a breakfast.  Then  I walked  ten  miles  to  the 
river  side,  to  discover  that  I had  forgotten  my  sandwich- 
case  and  flask,  stumbled  into  the  water  and  half-drowned 
myself,  besides  wetting  all  my  fusees.  Since  then  I 
have  been  pursued  by  angry  cattle  and  venomous  insects, 
have  hung  up  and  lost  half-a-bookful  of  flies,  been 
abused,  bully-ragged,  and  moved  on  by  keepers  and 
farmers,  scratched  and  torn  myself  to  pieces  in  brambles 
and  thorns,  been  several  times  up  to  my  armpits  in 
swamps  and  bogs,  and  my  take  amounts  to  one  roach, 
weighing  about  ljoz.” 
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SALMON  FISHING. 
PANMURE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

KDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

IflXOELLBNT  SALMON  And  TROUT  firming  on 
. NORTH  B8K,  FRRHtO  Hotel  VI  Ifcore.  BenlAea 
J the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Troutlng  Stream* 
Of  aienenk.  In  whloh  Trout  of  good  ulze  end  quality 
Abound,  are  within  eoHy  dlfttance.  This  1«  a quiet  and 
beuutlful  retreat,  and  the  flahinf?  1h  good  all  the  Bprlnn 
and  Hummer  months.  Golf  oourae  bealde  Hotel. 
Shooting  over  1EOO  aoren  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepera  and  dogs  kept.  PartloularH  on  application. 
KEITH  KNOWLES,  Proprietor. 


BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  River 
Deveron,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

8LAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VKRY  moderate  chargee,  facing  the  eea  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  400  aoren  of  well-etocked 
Dike,  perch,  roach,  ruad,  and  eels,  of  great  size. 
BfBolent  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  Also  sea 
boats  and  good  Hea  fishing.  Magnificent  kpenery !!?£ 
health  resort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  shooting.  , 
Resident  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor 

BORDER  ES  K, 

LONGTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Good  Aooommodation  for  Gentlemen. 
Close  to  river. 

Apply  T.  STORY , 
WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


FOR  ANGLER 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 


A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
8ENT  BY  REQ.UE8T. 


3E*  E R.  T n S H X XX  E. 

STANLEY,  N.B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers'  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  J ohn  Bright 
caught  his  last  flsh,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WIIiIiIAIU  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address— “ Hotel,"  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 


SHANNON  & LOUGH  DERG, 


M°ll 


KIIiIiALOE,  IRELAND. 

reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 


Grisle,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station ; also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Sootland  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe, 
Co.  Clare, Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May.  when  the  big 
trout  are  about  in  thousands. 


TENBURY. 

the  s w a n hotel, 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  CRAYLINC 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FEEE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT’S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  &c.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  “ Biver  Reports." 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 

ISLEWORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN- 

I A VERT  ACCOMMODATION  for 
J A NGLEES  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  6d.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
6d.  and  9d. 


;>a/  originally  e staiI!.i s H e □ in~tenby.~%^  Gentlemen's  21  /“ Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


See  my  announcement,  page  ill. , “ WHITAKER  ; page  xixli., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK”;  page  11.,  “ A.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,"  “PUNCH,”  & c. 

Telegrams — SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a day's  Fishing  In  the  350  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &0. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous.”— 
Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station 


FISHING  AT  |fly 

MARLOW  - ON  - THAMES. 


WESTON  FISHERY. 

for  sale, 

At  reasonable  prices, 

YEARLING  LOCH  LEYEN  AND  FARIO 

TEiOTJT, 

From  3 to  6 inches;  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 
From  6 to  lO  inches. 

Apply  to 

Col.  CUSTAHGE, 

WESTON,  NOBWICH. 

material  dyer 

To  the  Trade  Only. 


Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
Seal’s  Fur.  Pig's  Wool. 


The  host  of  THE  SHIP,  a practical  angler,  HACKLES, 
will  send  state  of  wa'er  on  application;  and 
during  winter  months  offers  very  special  week- 
end terms  to  his  guests.  It  is  desirable  to  learn 

George  Haynes,  6,  Western  Ter.,  Cork 


All  Coloubs  Guaranteed  Fast. 
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Coraspon&me 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

SALMON  TAKING  NATURAL  MAY-FLIES. 

Dear  Marston, — I had  a story  which  I meant 
to  tell  you  apropos  of  salmon  feeding  (and  heartily) 
in  fresh  water.  A friend  was  fishing  in  the  Test, 
during  the  May-fly  season,  near  Romsey,  and  he 
saw  under  a bush  under  the  opposite  bank  a 
salmon  rising  at  May-flies.  He  got  across  the 
river,  and,  from  behind  the  bush  kept  on  supplying  the 
fish  with  May-flies  whilst  he  sent  down  the  river  to 
another  man  who  had  a salmon  rod  with  him.  The 
friend  came  up  and  caught  the  salmon  with  an  artificial 
May-fly.  I wonder  how  the  floods  have  treated  the 
Stour  ? — Yours  ever,  W.  A.  Eardlet  Wilhot. 

[This  interesting  note  from  Sir  Assheton  Wilmot 
reminds  us  of  a day  when  salmon  fishing  below  Pontoon 
Bridge,  Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  that  Frank  Hearns 
pointed  to  a spot  where  he  had  seen  a salmon  taking 
every  March  Brown  as  it  came  over  him.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  hear  of  kelts  taking  natural  fly,  but  it  is 
certainly  not  a common  habit  of  the  fresh  run  fish.— Ed.] 


DRY-FLY  v.  WET-FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  pleasant  to  find  our  genial  friend, 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  has  so  materially  modified  his  feelings 
towards  us  poor  dry-fly  men.  When  first  he  entered  the 
lists  against  us — years  ago — he  had  a very  mean  opinion 
of  our  art,  but  none  of  us  can  reasonably  find  fault  with 
the  tone  of  his  article  in  your  last  issue.  He  is  quite 
right,  too,  in  saying  that,  whereas  a wet-fly  man  can 
become  a good  exponent  of  the  dry-fly  system — I have 
seen  several  remarkable  “ conversions  ” — the  training  of 
the  dry-fly  man  is  all  against  his  becoming  a good  wet- 
fly  fisherman. 

This  is  true  in  my  own  case,  and  I detest  wet-fly  work 
as  a consequence.  What  exasperates  me  about  it  is  the 
number  of  fish  one  misses  with  the  wet  as  compared 
with  the  floating  fly.  Nine  out  of  ten  tjout  that  rise  to 
a floater  pay  the  penalty  with  their  lives,  if  the  “ man 
at  the  wheel  ” is  really  a first-class  exponent  of  the  art. 
But  what  will  be  his  proportion  of  “ misses  ” if  you 
turn  him  round  and  make  him  fish  with  a sunk  fly  down 
stream?  As  a matter  of  fact,  he  will  seldom  know 
within  a foot  or  two  where  his  flies  are,  if  he  casts  a 
long  line  ; and  he  will  strike  vertically— by  instinct — as 
he  would  do  in  dry-fly  fishing,  with  the  inevitable  result 
of  missing  his  fish. 

I have  watched  some  of  the  best  wet  fly-fishermen  of  my 
acquaintance,  and  seen  them  catch  trout  under  condi- 
tions that  would  have  been  hopeless  to  a good  many  of 
the  past  masters  of  the  “ scientific  ” branch  of  the  art 
of  angling. 

Upon  this  scientific  aspect  of  the  wet  and  dry  fly 
methods  of  fishing,  Mr.  Tod  is  significantly  silent,  and 
I hope  he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that  the  dry  fly 
man  to  be  successful  must  be  a keen  student  of  water 
insect  life.  Amongst  the  men  who  can  fairly  claim  to 
be  classed  as  A 1 with  the  dry  fly,  how  many  would 
you  find  who  did  not  know  the  life’s  history  of 
almost  every  insect  that  his  favourite  rivers  pro- 
duce? Does  this  study  of  minute  insect  life  enter 
into  the  cross-lining  business  of  the  man  who  fishes 
three  or  four  flies  down  stream  ? I am  afraid  Mr.  Tod 
will  take  that  question  unkindly,  but  I assure  him  that 
it  is  not  so  intended.  One  essential  difference  between 
the  two  methods  of  fishing  hinges  upon  the  fact  that  one 
class  of  anglers  fish  with  what  they  call  “likely  flies,’’ 
whereas  the  others  imitate  nature,  and  study  the  why 
and  the  wherefore. 

If  there  were  no  other  pleasures  to  be  got  out  of  trout 
fishing  than  the  mere  slaughter  of  fish,  then  the  dry  fly 
man  would  have  no  claim  to  take  precedence  of  the 
cross-liners.  But  the  surroundings  of  our  sport  go  far 
to  make  up  our  measure  of  happiness  at  the  river’s  side, 
and  therefore  I claim  for  dry  fly-fishing  that  it  opens 
up  an  inexhaustible  field  for  study  and  observation, 
which  at  present  remains  a sealed  book  to  those  who  fish 
their  flies  down  stream.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  

THE  MINNOW  QUESTION. 

Sir, — I do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  discussion  on 
minor  or  immaterial  points  with  regard  to  the  above, 
but  would  wish  to  remark  on  your  correspondent’s, 

“ Oirmuhan,’,’  paragraph,  wherein  is  stated,  “ no 
doubt  the  minnow  follows  and  destroys  the  spawn  of 
roach,  gudgeon,  trout,  and  every  other  fish.”  Roach 
and  gudgeon  ova  may  and  no  doubt  do  suffer,  but  as  for 
trout,  well,  I cannot  see  how  minnows  should  destroy 
them.  In  all  my  experience  I have  not  found  it  so. 
Moreover  than  that,  I have  been  in  the  habit  of  turning 
into  the  streams  as  many  as  I could  possibly  secure. 
They  might  rout  the  beds  over  in  the  shallow  water  and 
thus  disturb  the  ova,  but  as  for  eating  the  same,  try 
them.  The  ova  must  bo  very  immature  and  small  for 
them  to  do  so.  Supposing  they  took  a fresh-shed  berry, 
whioh  is  then  at  its  soltest  stage — query,  could  they 
burst  the  same,  and  thus  consume  its  contents?  Doubt- 
ful ; and  I am  quite  sure  that  after  the  ova  has  been 
impregnated  it  would  bo  a moral  impossibility,  but 
according  to  “ Oirmubam,”  the  pike  anglers  now  use 
small  trout  and  salmon  parr  for  bait.  These  are 
brought  no  doubt  from  other  sources  for  that  purpose, 
but  no  doubt  there  are  minnows  in  the  same  waters, 
otherwise  the  |countless  millions  of  minnows  interfere 
but  little.  And  in  the  springtime,  when  the  minnows  arc 


ooming  up  in  countless  millions  three  feet  deep,  and  the 
few  trout  which  feed  on  these  minnows  being  big-headed, 
lanky,  flabby  fleshed,  instead  of  using  chloride  of  lime 
(barbarous),  as  your  correspondent  has  often  been 
tempted  to  do,  put  a few  good  pike  in,  they  probably 
will  soon  thin  them,  and  in  all  probability  they  will 
not  touch  their  pike-looking  associates — the  trout. 

Are  there  no  ways  of  taking  these  tons  of  minnows, 
which  there  must  be  according  to  report  ? There  ought 
to  be  money  enough  made  to  pay  all  expenses,  and  to 
boot.  Minnows  are  exceedingly  good  eating.  I have 
received  as  much  as  3s.  per  quart  for  dead  fresh  min- 
nows. The  Hon.  Lady would  have  them  caught  two 

and  three  times  a week  when  in  Exeter.  They  were 
dressed  in  various  forms,  but  mostly  as  whitebait.  Mr. 
F.  Buckland  says,  “ The  flesh  of  the  minnow  is  delicate 
and  of  good  flavour ; they  are  capital  eating  pickled 
with  vinegar  and  spice  in  glass  bottles.”  And  where- 
ever  there  are  minnows,  and  plenty  of  them,  the  trout 
are  always  good.  Minnows  should  be  introduced  into 
all  trout  streams.  Moreover,  they  are  lovely  little  fish, 
especially  in  spawning  time,  when  the  gentlemen  wear 
red  and  green  coats.  Minnows  are  not  only  good  for 
our  own  selves,  but  excellent  food  for  ducks,  fowls,  and 
pigs,  and,  lastly,  also  for  manure  ; and  I should  not  be 
at  all  surprised  if  a large  quantity  of  oil  might  be 
extracted  from  them.  The  fat  that  comes  from  well-fed 
minnows  will  suffice  to  dress  them  at  a push.  Minnows 
are  excellent  travellers.  I have  sent  hundrds  to  Ply- 
mouth weekly  during  the  summer  months  for  bait  and 
no  loss,  and  at  this  season  and  later  on  the  fear  of  loss 
would  be  but  a minimum,  and  in  the  large  towns  of 
Ireland  they  ought  to  find  a ready  sale.  I should  think 
it  would  pay  to  preserve  a quantity  in  King’s  preserva- 
tive, which  is  most  excellent ; it  preserves  them  in  all 
their  beautiful  sheen,  and  they  will  keep  for  a length 
of  time. — Yours  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 

Reading. 

LARGE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Any  correspondence  with  reference  to 
these  giants  of  the  Irish  lakes  must  have,  and  no  doubt 
has,  a peculiar  charm  for  the  angling  community,  and,  I 
suppose,  we  may  now  assume  that  Mr.  Pepper’s  Lough 
Derg  trout  of  291b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  Meares’  Lough  Ennell 
or  Belvedere  Lake  trout  of  261b.  2oz.,  are  the  largest  fish 
of  this  kind  on  record  in  Ireland. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  both  these  grand  fish 
were  taken  on  large  sized  spoons,  and  the  only  regretable 
fact  is  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Pepper’s  trout  being 
taken  with  the  “otter”  apparatus,  which,  however,  I 
believe  at  that  time  (1862)  was  not  considered  illegal, 
being  licensed  by  fishery  boards  the  same  as  cross  lines. 
Mr.  Meares’  trout  was  fairly  and  squarely  taken  by  rod 
and  line,  but  it  would  have  been  a much  nobler  record 
if  the  baithad  been  an  artificial  fly. 

My  principal  object  in  writing  this  letter  is  to  state 
that  I had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Sub- 
Inspector  Pepper  when  he  was  stationed  at  Mullingar 
some  few  years  after  his  famous  capture,  and  I had  also 
the  additional  pleasure  of  seeing  the  great  trout  which 
Mr.  Pepper  had  neatly  set  up  in  a suitable  glass  case  ; 
but  what  strikes  me  very  forcibly  is  that  I cannot  by 
any  means  convince  myself  that  Mr.  Pepper’s  trout  was 
anything  like  as  large  as  Mr.  Meares’,  and  I have,  I 
flatter  myself,  a very  distinct  recollection  of  the  propor- 
tions of  the  former.  Now  let  me  compare  the  relative 
weights  and  dimensions,  &o.,  of  these  large  fish. 

Mr.  Pepper’s  Lough  Derg  trout,  oaugbt  Sept.  1,  1862, 
with  otter  and  spoon  bait : — Weight,  291b.  4oz.  ; length, 
43in.  ; girth,  24in.  or  23|in.  ; depth,  5in.  ; thickness,  not 
specified  ; width  of  tail  tin,  not  specified  ; girth  at  tail, 
not  specified. 

Mr.  Meares’  Lough  Ennell  trout,  caught  July  15,  1894, 
wite  rod  and  line  and  spoon  bait : — Weight,  261b.  2oz. ; 
length,  34|in.  ; girth,  28Jin. ; depth,  12in.  ; thickness, 
5in.  ; width  of  tail  fin,  lOJin. ; girth  at  tail,  9in. 

Comparison  here  will  be  more  curious  and  puzzling 
than  odious,  and  all  I have  to  say  on  this  point  is  that 
Mr.  Pepper’s  fish  would  not  bear  comparison  with  the 
one  now  in  my  possession. 

I have  conceived  an  idea  of  taking  the  Belvedere  trout 
over  to  London  some  time  next  autumn  and  exhibiting 
it.  I have  a threefold  purpose  in  view,  first  to  defray 
my  own  expenses  out  of  the  amount  realised ; and 
secondly  and  thirdly  to  divide  the  balance  between  the 
captor  of  the  big  trout  and  the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish 
Preservation  Society,  but  the  question  arises — would 
the  exhibition  be  sufficiently  interesting  to  realise  suffi- 
cient funds  for  these  purposes  ? What  say  you  my 
angling  friends  across  the  herring  pond  ? 

To  any  angler  having  a month  and  money  at  his 
disposal,  there  may  be  every  prospect  of  success  in 
trolling  the  Westmeath  Likes  for  these  great  fish.  It 
is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  take  trout  from  81b.  to  121b. 
in  April ; and  also  in  July  and  August  when  they  are 
on  the  perch  fry.  I have  seen  them  taken  frequently, 
although  I have  never  caught  one  myself  over  71b.  or 
81b.,  but  I have  killed  many  a 6 and  7-pounder  on  the 
“ fly,”  and  once  a 12-pounder  on  the  Green  Drake. 

A couple  of  weeks  ago  I enquired  how  I could  register 
the  weight  of  the  Belvedere  trout,  and  also  asked  your 
angling  correspondents  for  definitions  of  the  poaching 
implements,  “ Lyster,”  Strokehaul,  “ Dree-draw,”  but 
got  no  reply. — Yours  truly,  W.  J-  Thomas. 


FISH  DESTROYERS.— THE  “WATER  DEVIL” 
AND  “ WATER  TIGER.” 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “ E.  H.  F,”  in  last  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette  states,  “ Being  always  interested  in  the 
natural  history  of  aquatic  insects  and  fish,  I should 
feel  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  coufd  give  me  soino 


further  information  concerning  these  destructive  larvse 
species.” 

Probably  your  footnote  will  answer  the  purpose.  At 
any  rate,  if  you  will  kindly  allow  me  space  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I will  quote  a few  lines  taken  from 
“ Les  Genres  des  Insectes  de  Linnd.”  There  are  two 
kinds  of  “ Dyticus,”  both  being  large,  I quote  from  both 
so  that  your  correspondent  can  observe  for  himself 
which  kind  he  may  have  had  in  his  trout  tank. 

“The  first  is  the  Dyticus  piceus.  This  large  insect 
is  all  over  a shining  black  colour,  the  head  is  flattened 
and  furnished  with  a formidable  pair  of  jaws.  The 
anatennse  are  brown,  and  composed  of  nine  articulations, 
the  four  last  are  perforated  and  form  a knob,  the  last 
articulation  being  of  a conic  shape.  The  four  palpi 
are  a pale  brown,  two  of  which  exceed  the  antennae  in 
length.  The  tarsi  are  composed  of  fine  scaly  plates, 
flattened  and  bearded  on  the  inner  side,  very  thick,  with 
brownish  hairs  or  bristles.” 

This  one  is  harmless  enough  to  be  placed  in  an 
aquarium,  but  the  larvse  is  very  destructive  and  is  called 
the  “ water  tiger.” 

“The  second  is  called  Dyticus  marginalis.  Its  colour 
above  is  rather  black,  except  the  outer  edge  of  the 
thorax  and  elytra,  and  the  fore  part  of  the  head,  which 
has  a transverse  streak  of  dun  colour.  The  legs  have  no 
other  articulation  than  that  which  resembles  a hinge. 
The  hinder  feet'are  shaped  like  fins.”  The  larvse  of  these 
insects  are  found  in  water,  but  mostly  in  such  water 
that  trout  would  not  live  in.  I have  mostly  found  mine 
in  isolated  ponds,  where  are  to  be  found  newts, 
water  spiders,  and  various  foul  living  insects,  and  as 
they  are  nocturnal  travellers,  flying  by  night  from  pool 
or  pond  to  pond,  that  where  you  see  numbers  to  day 
there  are  none  on  the  morrow,  unless  a few  fresh 
hatched.  The  larvae  of  these  Dytici  are  oblong,  and  have 
sixscaley  feet.  Their  bodies  consist  of  eleven  segements. 
The  head  large  and  a strong  pair  of  jaws.  The  last 
segements  of  their  body  have  rows  of  hairs  on  the  sides, 
and  the  abdomen  is  terminated  by  two  spines,  with 
hairs  forming  a plume.  These  larvm  are  very  lively, 
active,  and  exceedingly  voracious ; they  devour  and 
and  feed  upon  other  water  insects,  and  often  tear  and 
eat  each  other.  The  perfect  insect  is  little  inferior 
to  its  larvse  in  voraciousness.  This  creature  must  be 
touched  cautiously,  for  besides  giving  a severe  grip 
with  its  jaws,  it  has,  under  the  thorax,  a long  sharp 
spike,  which  it  will  drive  into  one’s  finger  by  the 
effort  it  makes  to  move  backward.  The  eggs  are 
rather  large,  strong,  and  thick,  and  terminate  in  a 
slender  tail.  These  are  often  found  in  the  water,  and 
from  them  are  brought  forth  the  Dytici,  the  larvse  of 
which  are  called  Water  Tigers  or  Water  Devils. 

Reading.  Frank  Gosden. 

THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  acknowledge  the 
following  contributions  to  the  first  list  in  response  to 
my  appeal  with  my  best  thanks.  Owing  to  the  increased 
work  of  the  men  with  such  successful  results,  several  of 
the  contributors  have  more  than  doubled  their  previous 
support,  and,  as  yet,  all  are  members  of  the  T A.P.S. 
The  Piscatorial  Society,  Sir  David  Evans,  K.C.M.B., 
Capt.  H.  B.  Scrivener,  Major  Terry,  Rev.  W.  M.  Snell, 
Dr.  Coates,  Messrs.  J.  R.  Berry,  G.  Bishop,  T.  Crumplen, 
Curtis  and  Harvey,  Montague  Davenport,  C.C.,  A. 
Drinkwater,  W.  E.  Edwards,  W.  H.  Elsmore.  George 
Evans,  R.  S.  Fennings,  Edward  Foreman,  W.  F.  Grim- 
mett,  W.  A.  Hening,  H.  W.  Higgins,  Walter  H.  Jack- 
son,  W.  M.  Johnson,  W.  A.  Mitoheson,  J.P.,  George 
Newson,  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  Thomas  Plews,  Arthur 
Price,  C.  H.  Wheeley,  G.  F.  Wilson,  Scott  B.  Wilson, 
H.  G.  Wilson,  ana  Thomas  Woods.  I trust  the  amount 
will  be  largely  increased  in  my  next  acknowledgment, 
and  others  besides  members  responding — I am,  <&c., 

W.  H.  Brougham. 

11,  Pownhall  Gardens,  Hounslow, 

Dec.  5,  1894. 

FRESHWATER  FISHING  IN  JAMAICA. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  yesterday’s 
date,  the  river  fisheries  of  Jamaica  offer  great  and  varied 
attractions  for  the  naturalist  or  mere  pleasure  seeker,  in 
fact,  almost  all  writers  on  Jamaica  have  united  in  praising 
the  variety,  abundance,  and  superior  quality  of  the 
river  fish  of  the  island.  The  names  of  the  principal  fish 
are  the  mountain  mullet,  the  hog-nose  mullet,  silver  eel, 
mud  fish,  &c.  The  Institute  of  Jamaica  issued  in  1892, 
nnder  the  title  Bulletin  No.  1,  a list  of  the  fishes  of 
Jamaica,  compiled  by  Mr.  T.  D.  A.  Cockerell,  whioh 
contains  the  names  of  330  specimens,  and  forms  a useful 
work  of  reference.  The  library  of  the  Royal  Colonial 
Institute  may  be  consulted  with  advantage  upon  the 
subject.  Trusting  this  information  will  prove  of  servioe 
to  you, — I am,  yours  faithfully, 

C.  Washington  Eves. 


BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB. 

Dear  Sir, — Without  wishing  for  one  moment  to  ro- 
open  the  somewhat  painful  correspondence  respecting 
the  above,  which  you  have  wisely  closed,  may  I venture 
to  ask  your  insertion  of  just  one  fact,  for  the  accuracy  of 
which  I am  fully  prepared  to  vouch,  that  during  the  past 
close  month  the  fisherman  especially  engaged  by  the 
club  for  this  object,  has  netted  ir.  the  water  immediately 
adjoining  the  hotel,  erroneously  reported  as  being  almost 
destitute  of  fish,  no  less  than  314  German  pounds  of 
trout  for  breeding  purposes,  averaging  [lb.  each.  These, 
of  course,  after  stripping,  have  been  returned  to  tho 
river.  Surely  this  fact  may  servo  to  reassure  disturbed 
shareholders,  npd  possibly  to  modify  tho  conclusions  so 
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hastily  formed  by  “ disappointed  anglers”  during  their 
Hhort  experiences  of  the  Wutftch  in  tho  lato  autumn. — I 
am,  truly  yours,  Gboroe  J.  Banner. 

Froiburg-in- Ltadon.  

SKA  TROUT  NETS. 

Sir, — If  “ Greon  Mantle  ” wishes  to  net  soa  trout  in 
the  sea,  ho  will  have  to  ho  guided  as  to  sizo  of  mesh  by 
tbo  fishery  hoard  of  tho  distriot  in  which  ho  uses  it.  Tho 
Yorkshire  and  Ksk  District  limits  tho  sizo  to  4in.  mesh 
(not  loss)  or  2in.  from  knot  to  knot  ; hut  ho  will  And  a 
4*in.  kills  tho  best,  or  2{in.  from  knot  to  knot,  and  a 3G 
mesh  deep,  which  ho  will  find  hangs  in  tho  watorabout  Oft. 
His  scalo,  12in.  long  - which  is  <iuito  long  enough— must 
bo  made  of  a piooo  of  nioo  hard  wood,  and  planed  up  true 
from  end  to  end  until  its  circumference  is  tho  exact  sizo 
of  tho  mesh  required.  Tho  host  shape  of  it  ho  will  find 
2in.  broad  (jjin.  on  one  edge,  the  other  )in.),  each  of  thorn 
nicely  rounded,  tho  thin  edge  of  which  is  used  nearest 
the  knots. 

Tho  best  place  for  obtaining  either  hemp  or  cotton  for 
those  nets  (the  latter  I prefer,  as  I have  been  licenced 
for  salmon  and  soa  trout  now  sixteen  years)  is  Messrs. 
W.  and  B.  Stuart,  Patent  Net  Manufacturers,  Mussell- 
bnrgh,  N.B.  If  he  writes  them  for  samples  of  hemp 
and  cotton  suitable  for  soa  trout  nets  he  will  be  very 
gladly  obliged  ; also  prices  of  same  per  pound. 

S.  M.  P. 

P.S. — Their  6/3  ply  Italian  hemp  is  the  right  thing, 
and  cotton  of  about  the  same  thickness. 


A VETERAN  ANGLER. 

Dear  Sir, — Now  that  salmon  fishing  is  over  and  the 
rods  laid  aside,  it  may  interest  you,  and  be  worthy  a 
place  in  your  valuable  paper,  to  know  that  an  old  veteran 
of  eighty  years  of  age,  while  fishing  alone  on  Nov.  12, 
hooked  and  landed  a salmon  of  181b.  This  took  place 
on  the  River  Nith,  about  four  miles  from  Sanquhar,  on 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  water,  in  a pool 
called  the  Slencks,  a very  deep  and  rocky  hole,  and  not 
the  best  place  on  the  river  to  tackle  a fish  that  size. 
The  veteran’s  name  is  Mr.  Findlay  McMillan,  or  as  he 
is  better  known  about  Sanquhar  as  “ Auld  Findlay.” 
Although  age  is  beginning  to  place  his  finger  marks  on 
the  old  veteran,  he  is  as  keen  on  the  fishing  as  a 
youngster  of  twenty  summers,  and  wonderfully  hale 
and  hearty,  and  we  can  only  hope  he  may  yet  be  long 
spared  to  wield  the  rod.— Faithfully  yours, 

James  Meikle. 

P.S. — The  fish  was  taken  with  the  fly. 


A QUERY  ANSWERED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas’s  query 
in  your  issue  of  Nov.  17,  I beg  to  state  that  the  word 
“ Lyster  ” is  the  Norwegian  word  for  a fish-spear,  and 
is  the  same  word  as  the  Scotch  “ Leister,”  meaning  the 
same  implement. — Yours  truly,  J.  Preuthun. 

Stentyaer,  Norway.  

FLY-TYING— ALUMINIUM— PARCH  MENT. 

Sir, — Will  you  or  some  of  your  many  readers  give  me 
the  following  information  ? Are  there  any  books  published 
on  “artificial  fly-tying  for  trout,”  suitable  for  an 
amateur?  If  so,  which  can  be  recommended  for  simpli- 
city, clearness,  and  cheapness? 

I would  also  like  an  expresssion  of  opinion  on  alu- 
minum : Is  it  superior  or  inferior  to  brass  tubing  for 
fishing  rod  joints  ? Parchment  for  fly  books  : Is  it  really 
a skin  or  composition  ? By  wbat  name  is  it  known,  and 
how  sold  ? Pigs’  wool  for  fly-tying  : On  what  part  of 
the  pig  is  the  wool  got  P or  has  it  to  go  through  some 
process  to  reduce  it  fine  enough  for  fly-tying?  All  par- 
ticulars on  the  above  subjects  will  be  thankfully 
received  by  Novice. 


RIGHT  OF  FISHING  IN  THE  ARUN. 

Sir,  Them  have  been  references  from  timo  to  time  in 
tho  Finking  Gazette  to  tho  above-named  case,  success- 
fully contested  at  Petworth  in  April  last,  for  which  tho 
Central  Association  has  justly  claimed  much  credit. 

I,  in  common  with  others  intorostod  in  the  case, 
wished  to  know  how  the  defendants,  Messrs  Friodel  and 
Roomer,  had  fared,  but  found  no  record  in  the  Gazette. 

On  taking  tho  trouble  to  see  Mr.  Friedel,  I learn  that 
tho  defendants  aro  both  considerably  out  of  pocket,  and 
have  gained  little  credit  by  the  transaction. 

I would  like  to  suggest  that  a fund  be  formed  to  meet 
suoh  cases  (a  nominal  subscription  from  a largo  number 
of  fishermen  would  suffice),  and  that  it  he  made  known, 
through  tho  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that  the 
Central  Association  will  conduct  and  finance  any  impor- 
tant case  whore  right  of  fishing  is  being  encroached  upon. 
I think  if  owners  knew  they  had  to  fight  a corporation, 
and  not  one  or  two  poor  men,  they  would  hesitate  before 
bringing  actions  when  their  rights  were  not  incontest- 
able.— I am  sir,  yours  obediently,  “ Aeon.” 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  (THAMES) 
COMPETITION. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Dec.  20. 
Will  societies  please  forward  on  to  mo  tho  cash  or 
books  of  tickets  by  next  week  at  latest.  The  following 
amounts  have  been  received  : Amioable  Waltonians, 
11s. ; Anglers’  Pride,  10s. ; Odds  and  Evens,  4s. ; Bram- 
ley,  4s.  ; and  Golden  Barbel,  5s. 

B.  Abrahams,  Seo. 

25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  pisoatorial  patents  which 
is  supplied  to  ns  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge 
to  our  readers. 

P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Glasgow,  for  “An  improved  spinner 
for  fishing  tackle.” 


WEIGHTS  OF  FISH  COMPARED 
WITH  LENGTH. 

THE  HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

This  well-known  and  flourishing  society,  of  which 
Benjamin  L.  Cohen,  Esq.,  M.P.,  is  president,  holds  its 
meetings  every  Wednesday  and  Sunday  evening  at  the 
Globe,  Upper  Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  N.  It  was 
started  in  a small  way  some  thirty  years  ago  by  the  late 
Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley,  who,  it  may  be  mentioned,  was  its 
indefatigable  secretary  from  the  commencement,  which 
post  he  continued  to  hold  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
April,  1893.  Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford  then  stepped  into 
the  breach,  and  most  ably  maintained  its  high  standard 
until  business  cares  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the  post. 
Mr.  Edward  W.  Wheatley  now  occupies  the  position  so 
long  held  by  his  father.  A grave  crisis  threatened  once  to 
break  up  the  society,  and  several  of  its  members  resigned, 
but  the  few  who  remained  put  their  shoulders  together, 
and,  with  Capt.  Wheatley  at  their  head,  steered  the  good 
ship  into  smooth  waters,  and  the  gallant  barque  has  sailed 
fair  before  the  wind  ever  since.  Some  of  those  who 
left  formed  themselves  into  the  now  well-known  Globe 
Angling  Society,  with  whom  the  Highbury  are  on  the 
most  friendly  terms,  and  often  smoke  the  weed  together 
when  interchanging  visits.  The  scale  of  fish  of  the 
Highbury  is  high,  specimens  being  the  great  objeot, 
and  as  a consequence  the  museum  of  preserved  fish, 
including  the  champion  roach,  weighing  31b.  5oz.,  caught 
by  Dr.  G.  T.  Penny,  a large  otter  4ft.  2in.  long,  and  a 
fine  cormorant,  shot  by  members,  is  certainly  one  of  the 
best,  the  show  of  roach  being  specially  fine. 


ANGLING  IN  HERTFORDSHIRE. 

There  is  probably  not  one  of  the  home  counties  in 
which  better  angling  is  to  be  found  than  in  Hertford- 
shire. The  Lea,  the  Colne,  and  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal  are  very  much  resorted  to  by  Metropolitan 
anglers,  as  well  as  by  tho  local  men.  There  aro  also 
j tho  Tring,  Cheshnnt,  and  Elstree  reservoirs,  and  several 
small  rivers,  such  as  the  Stort,  Vor,  Gado,  and  Chess. 
But  notwithstanding  that  most  of  these  waters  are  well 
stocked  with  coarse  fish,  and  some  of  them  with  trout, 
the  highest  branch  of  the  piscatorial  art,  fly-fishing,  is 
not  so  much  practised  as  might  be  expected,  and  the 
reasons  are  not  far  to  seek.  The  best  fisheries  of 
course  form  part  of  large  estates,  where  preserving  is 
kept  up,  and  permission  is  difficult  to  obtain.  As  a 
rule  the  rivers  are  small,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
country  being  generally  flat,  run  slowly,  they  are  not 
fringed  with  bushes  and  trees  as  in  many  counties,  and 
the  banks  aro  frequently  nearly  level  with  the  water. 
Where  bushes  and  trees  overhang  the  water  they  afford 
shelter  from  the  fierce  rays  of  the  sun,  and  from  an  excess 
of  light,  which  fish,  from  the  peculiar  formation  of  their 
eyes,  are  unable  to  bear  ; but  they  also  provide  what  is 
usually  the  favourite  food  of  fish,  in  the  shape  of  flies, 
larvie,  and  caterpillars,  that  breed  or  alight  on  the 
branches  and  loaves,  whence  they  are  blown  on  to  the 
water. 

This  general  absence  of  wood  by  the  sides  of  the 
rivers  is  also  detrimental  to  angling  from  another  point 
of  view.  There  is  not  only  a want  of  shelter  from  the 
gaze  of  every  passer-by,  but  when  the  fly-fisher  is  on  the 
war-path  he  is  fully  exposed  to  the  view  of  fish,  and 
therefore  little  likely  to  get  sport.  But  what  appears 
to  be  the  principal  reason  why  fly-fishing  is  not  much 
followed  is  that  there  is  too  great  an  abundance  of 
animal  food  in  the  rivers,  and  when  that  is  the  case  fish 
do  not  rise  well  at  flies.  Worms,  animalculse,  crusta- 
ceans, and  small  fish  are  more  easily  obtained  than  flies, 
the  supply  of  which  depends  much  on  the  weather,  and 
is  therefore  more  precarious,  and  although  the  favourite 
food  of  fish  when  they  are  to  be  had,  yet  fish  feed  on 
that  which  is  readiest  to  hand  or  to  mouth  rather  than 
go  without.  In  consequence  of  living  on  animal  food 
fish  become  large,  coarse,  and  sluggish  in  their 
movements,  and  do  not  trouble  themselves  much 
about  flies,  and  apparently  lose  their  taste  for  them,  and 
when  thev  do  rise  to  a fly  it  is  not  with  that  pluck  and 
dash  that  denotes  an  habitual  fly-feeder.  It  is  seldom 
that  such  floods  occur  as  we  have  had  lately,  and  happily 
so,  for  they  are  very  much  against  angling.  Tront  in 
particular  sustain  great  injury.  Just  at  this  season 
they  have  either  recently  spawned,  or  are  about  to  do  so. 
In  one  case  the  quantity  of  water  rushing  down  would 
tear  up  the  loose  gravel  in  the  redds,  and  wash  away 
the  spawn,  and  in  the  other,  the  fish  being  heavy  in 
spawn,  would  be  unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  and  be 
driven  out  of  the  rivers  into  the  ditches  and  back 
waters,  from  whence  they  would  be  unable  to  get  back 
into  the  rivers  again.  Coarse  fish  are  at  all  times  more 
inert,  and  not  so  well  able  to  hold  their  own  in  strong 
floods  as  salmonidoe  ; are  sure  to  be  found  in  the  meadows 
and  ditches,  where  they  become  the  prey  of  poachers 
and  vermin.  After  these  floods  have  subsided,  pike  and 
perch  that  have  been  able  to  stand  against  them  should 
be  well  on  the  feed,  but  for  other  kinds  of  coarse  fish  the 
outlook  is  not  very  promising.  Red  Palmer. 


Keeper. — “You  musn’  vish  yur,  you  sir!  This 
watter’s  strickly  pursarved  !”  Piscator : “Nonsense, 
man!  Water  preserved,  indeed  ! Why,  don’t  you  see  it’s 
all  running  away  as  fast  as  it  can  ? and  as  to  the  fishing, 
I’m  not  fishing — there’s  no  fish  here;  I’m  only  giving 
your  starving  gnats  and  midges  a jolly  good  blow  out — 
that’s  all.” 


Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Caught  by. 

Length. 

Inches. 

Roach  ... 

...  Tring 

...  3 5.. 

Dr.  G.  T.  Penny  ... 

...  17* 

Roach  ... 

...  Tring 

...  2 10 

Dr.  G.  T.  Penny  ... 

...  16 

Roach  ... 

. ..  Avon  ... 

...  2 9.. 

. Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  ... 

..  16* 

Roach  ... 

Tring  ... 

...  2 4.. 

Dr.  G.  T-  Penny  ... 

...  14* 

Roach  ... 

...  Tring  ... 

...  2 4.. 

Dr.  G.  T.  Penny  ... 

...  14 

Roach  ... 

. . . Avon 

...  2 2.. 

. Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  14* 

Roach  ... 

...  Avon  ... 

...  2 1*  .. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  14* 

Roach  ... 

...  Tring 

...  2 1 . 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  15 

Roach  ... 

...  Avon 

...  2 1 .. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford 

...  16 

Roach  ... 

...  Tring 

...  2 0 * . 

. Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  15 

Roach  ... 

...  Avon 

...  1 15*  . 

. Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford 

...  15* 

Roach  ... 

...  Avon  ... 

...  1 14*  . 

. Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  15* 

Roach  ... 

...  Wroxham  Broad 

...  1 15 

. Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  ... 

...  14* 

Roach  ... 

. . . Avon 

...  1 13  . 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  14* 

...  14* 

Roach  ... 

. . . Avon 

...  1 13  .. 

. Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

Roach  ... 

. . . Avon 

...  1 11 

. Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  14 

Roach  ... 

...  Stour  ... 

...  18  . 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  14 

Roach  ... 

...  Ware... 

...  1 8 .. 

Mr.  J.  Herbert 

...  13* 

Roach  ... 

...  Ware... 

...  1 8*  .. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley 

...  14 

Dace  ... 

...  Hertford 

...  0 14*  .. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley 

...  12* 

Dace  . . . 

...  Hertford 

...  0 13  .. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley 

...  12 

Dace  ... 

...  W are  ... 

...  0 12  .. 

Mr.  G.  Cornish 

...  11* 

Pike  . . . 

...  Shiplake 

...  21  0 .. 

Mr.  Devonshire  ... 

...  39* 

Pike  ... 

...  17  0 

Mr.  Johnson 

...  37 

Pike 

...  Tring  ... 

...  17  8 

Mr.  Devonshire'  ... 

...  37* 

Pike 

...  Avon  ... 

...  13  6 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  37 

Pike 

...  Dagonham  ... 

...  11  0 

. Mr.  S.  Marsh 

...  33* 

Pike 

...  Avon  ... 

...  10  9 . 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  33 

Pike  ... 

...  Ware 

— 

Mr.  Stokes 

...  31* 
...  32 

Pike 

...  Ware 

— 

. Mr.  Stokes  .. 

Pike 

...  Leicester 

...  14  0 

. Mr.  Devonshire  ... 

...  38 

Chub  ... 

Waltham 

...  5 6 

Mr.  Hesse  ... 

...  21* 

Chub  ... 

. . . Lea 

...  4 3 

Mr.  G.  Cornish 

...  21* 

Chub  ... 

...  Huntingdon... 

...  3 13* 

Mr.  C.  Lewis 

...  20* 

Species. 

River  or  Water. 

Weight, 
lb.  oz. 

Caught  by. 

Length. 

Inches. 

Chub  ... 

...  Lea 

...  4 2.. 

Mr.  Matthews 

...  22* 

Chub  ... 

...  Thames 

...  4 4.. 

Mr.  Hesse 

...  22* 

Chub  ... 

...  Ivel  

...  3 9*  .. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  21 

Barbel  ... 

...  Thames 

...  8 5.. 

Mr.  G.  Westrup  ... 

...  284 

Barbel  ... 

...  Thames 

...  7 12  .. 

. Mr.  G.  Westrup  ... 

...  28 

Barbel  ... 

...  Thames 

...  5 13  .. 

. Mr.  Matthews 

...  26 

Barbel  ... 

...  Thames 

...  6 8 . 

. Mr.  J.  Gherling  ... 

...  27 

Barbel  ... 

...  Thames 

...  6 4 . 

. Mr.  .T.  Gherling  ... 

...  26* 

Bream  ... 

...  Thames 

...  6 8 . 

Mr.  Harcourt 

...  23 

Bream  ... 

...  Enfield 

...  5 4 . 

. Mr.  Devonshire  ... 

...  20* 

Bream  ... 

...  Enfield 

...  5 4 . 

. Mr.  Devonshire  ... 

...  20* 

Bream  ... 

...  Wey 

...  4 8 . 

. Mr.  Higley 

...  21 

Bream  ... 

...  Shepperton  ... 

...  4 8 . 

. Mr.  Ballard 

...  19* 

Bream  . . . 

...  SheppertoD  ... 

...  4 0 

. Mr.  Ballard  ...  , 

...  19* 

Bream  . . . 

...  Nene 

...  4 6*  . 

. Mr.  Sharland 

...  22 

Bream  . , . 

Dagenham  ... 

...  31  . 

. Mr.  Mitchell 

...  18* 

Perch  ... 

...  Basingstoke... 

...  2 1*  . 

. Mr.  Higley 

...  164 

Perch  ... 

...  Norfolk  Broads 

...  2 0 . 

. Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  ... 

...  16 

Perch  ... 

...  Norfolk  Broads 

...  1 15*  . 

. Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  ... 

:::  13 

Perch  ... 

...  Norfolk  Broads 

...  1 15 

. Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  ... 

Perch  ... 

...  Norfolk  Broads 

...  1 12 

. Mr.  J.  C.  Webb  ... 

...  14 

Perch  ... 

...  Norfolk  Broads 

...  1 9*  . 

..  Mr.  R.  Fox 

...  15 

Perch  ... 

...  Thames 

...  1 9*  . 

Mr.  Matthews 

...  14* 

Porch  ... 

...  Thames 

...  1 10 

Mr.  Basill 

...  15 

Tenoh  . 

...  Elstree  ... 

...  3 12  . 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford 

...  19* 

Tench  ... 

...  Elstree 

...  3 8 . 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford 

...  18* 

Tench  ... 

...  Tring 

...  3 9*  . 

Mr.  W.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  19 

Tench  ... 

...  Basingstoke 

...  3 8" 

Mr.  Higloy 

...  18* 

Tench  ... 

Elstree 

...  3 2* 

..  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  18 

Tench  ... 

...  Tring 

...  3 2 

..  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  ... 

...  18 

Carp 

...  Arun  ... 

...  4 0 

Mr.  Townsend 

...  19 

Grayling 

...  Avon 

...  1 10* 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford 

...  16 

Grayling 

...  Avon 

...  l 8* 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford 

...  17 
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with  which  is  incorporated 


ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  15th,  1894. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  AND  TROUT. 
WHAT  ARE  THEY? 

(A  Lecture  Delivered  before  tub  Piscatorial 
Society  on  Dec.  3,  by  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
M.B.,  M.R.C.S.) 

{Continued  from  'page  o 52.) 


Now  for  character : — 

5.  The  form  of  the  caudal  fin  in  specimens  of  a 
given  size,  age,  and  sexual  development. 

gjsje. — “ Size  appears  to  depend  on  the  abun- 
dance of  food  and  the  extent  of  water.”  “ Study  of 
Fishes,”  by  A.  Giinther,  page  033. 

Aqe. I need  only  refer  to  our  learned  chair- 

man’s interesting  and  instructive  “ Salmon  Pro- 
blems ” for  you  to  sec  how  little  as  yet  is  known 
on  this  subject.  ... 

Sexual  Development.  — Bay,  in  Ins  account  ot 
Sir  James  Maitland’s  experiments,  gives  an 
account  of  fungus  getting  among  a number  of 
Loch  Leven  trout.  It  was  endeavoured  to  check 
it  by  under  feeding.  The  fungus  did  not  spread, 
but  the  fish  remained  sterile,  whereas  specimens 
of  the  same  batch  in  other  ponds  bred  freely.  This 
looks  as  though  food  had  something  to  do  with 
sexual  development.  In  fact,  the  size  and  sexual 
development  appear  to  depend  on  external  causes, 
and  the  age  is  not  known.  Dr.  Ciinther  himself 


says  (“  Study  of  Fishes,”  page  634) : “ The 
variations  in  the  form  of  the  caudal  are  consider- 
able and  numerous,  and  that  it  is  a very  mis- 
leading character,  if  due  regard  be  not  paid  to 
the  age  and  sexual  development  of  the  fish.” 
Under  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  accepted 
as  a mark  of  species.  I shall  explain  later  the 
cause  of  those  variations,  not  only  in  the  so-called 
species,  but  also  iu  the  individual. 

6.  A great  development  of  the  pectoral  fins, 
when  constant  in  individuals  from  the  same 
locality. 

This  is  surely  a better  method  of  marking  a 
variety  than  defining  a species,  especially  if  read 
with  the  following  passage  (“  Study  of  Fishes,” 
p.  634)  : “ Further,  species  inhabiting  rapid 

streams,  as  well  as  still  waters,  show  considerable 
variations  in  the  form  and  length  of  all  the  fins  ; 
those  individuals  which  live  in  rapid  streams, 
being  in  almost  constant  motion,  and  wearing  off 
the  delicate  extremities  of  the  fins,  have  fin-rays 
comparatively  shorter  and  stouter,  and  the  fins  of 
more  rounded  form,  particularly  at  the  corners, 
than  those  individuals  inhabiting  ponds  or 
lakes.” 

Swift  streams  are  surely  to  be  placed  amongst 
“ external  causes.” 


From  Seeley’s  “ Freshwater  Fishes  of  Europe.”  (P.  168). 


How  can  a development  which  is  seen  only  in 
individuals  from  the  same  locality  mark  more 
than  a variety  ? 

Nos.  7,  8,  and  9 require  very  much  more  careful 
consideration,  as  they  are  undoubtedly  based  on 
good  scientific  grounds. 

7.  “The  size  of  the  scales.”  As  indicated  by 
the  number  of  transverse  rows  above  the  lateral 


There  are  two  situations  in  which  these  rows 
are  measured : (1)  From  the  anterior  border 
of  the  dorsal  fin  backwards  to  the  lat.  line  (the 
normal  position  for  counting  scales  in  all  fishes) ; 
and  (2)  from  the  posterior  border  of  the  adipose 
fin  forwards  to  the  lateral  line. 

The  typical  arrangement,  according  to  Gunther, 
is  : From  anterior  border  of  dorsal  fin  in  S.  salar, 
22-26  ; 8.  irulta,  24-26 ; var.  ausonii,  26 ; S.  fario 
var.  gaimardii,  27.  (See  Table  I ) 

There  is,  as  you  will  see,  a good  deal  of  latitude 
in  both  salmon  and  sea  trout  transverse  rows,  and 
also  amongst  the  fario,  though  this  is  not 
mentioned.  For  instance,  in  a specimen  of 
brown  trout,  described  page  69,  B.M.  C.,  Yol.  6, 
this  count  is  given  as  29 ; and  specimen,  page  72, 
B.  M.  C.,  Yol.  6,  as  23  or  24. 

As  to  the  measurement  from  adipose  fin 
forward  to  lat.  line,  Gunther  gives : S.  salar, 
11-12;  S.  trutia.  14-15;  S.  fario,  var.  ausonii,  16  ; 
var.  gaimardii,  15.  (See  Table  I.) 

I shall  have  occasion  later  on  to  mention 
numerous  examples  where  the  numbers  are  not 
typical  as  stated,  but  will  satisfy  myself  with 
quoting  here  one  or  two  examples  from  the 
British  Museum  Catalogue : S.  India  (p.  29),  13, 
not  14-15;  S.  fario  var.  ausonii  (p.  69),  15, 
(p.  72),  15,  not  16  ; S.  fario  var.  gaimardii  (p._63), 
16,  not  15  (only  species  described).  There  is  or 
has  been  in  this  room  a specimen  of  Thames  trout 
captured  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  this  year,  lat.  line  118, 
dorsal  to  lat.  line  25,  adipose  to  lat.  line  13.  (See 
Table  II.) 

Let  me  call  your  attention  also  to  this  table  for 
a moment,  and  notice  that  not  one  adipose  to  lat. 
line  count  stands  at  more  than  fourteen,  and 
three  of  them  at  thirteen. 

Also  let  me  draw  attention  to  a specimen  in 
the  spirit  collection  of  the  British  Museum, 
“ S.  fario,  Mungaroa  R.,  New  Zealand,  added 
July  28, 1891,”  adipose  to  lat.  line,  13.^ 

Also  another  in  gallery  at  South  Kensington, 
“ S.  fario,  per  C.  S.  Farr,  Esq.,  netted  in  the 
Estuary  of  the  Waimakariri  river,  New  Zealand.” 
Weight,  201b. ; dorsal  to  lat.  line,  25 ; adipose  to 
lat.  line,  12. 

In  fact,  one  may  safely  say  that  whenever  one 
comes  across  a large,  well  fed  brown  trout  do  not 
be  surprised  if  the  adipose  to  lateral  line  couiit  is 
fourteen  or  less. 

But  let  us  look  for  a moment  at  three  prepara- 
tions of  the  parr  of  salmon,  sea  trout,  and  brown 
trout  in  British  Museum  (spirit  collection),  the 
particulars  of  which  I shall  refer  to  later,  and  in 
these  three  the  adipose  to  lat.  line  counts  were 
respectively  ; S.  salar  11,  12,  and  10,  in  three 
specimens;  S.  India,  11  and  12,  in  two;  and  S . 
fario  var.  ausonii,  10,  12,  and  11,  in  three  speci- 
mens. (See  Table  III). 

8.  “ The  number  of  vertebral.” 

Now,  this  is  a very  important  scientific  dis- 
tinction, and  therefore  that  we  may  have  the  full 
benefit  of  all  that  is  to  be  said  on  the  subject, 
I propose  taking  a comprehensive  view  of  the 
principal  British  Salmones.  I must  again  refer 
you  to  Table  1,  and  we  find  : — 

S.  salar,  59;  S.  trutta,  59-60;  S.  cambricus,  59; 
S.  brachypoma,  59;  S.  levenensis,  59;  8.  ferox, 
58  59;  S.  fario  var.  gaimardii,  59-60;  Var  ausonii, 
57-58. 

Noto  that  all  these  m y liavo  59  vertebral 


ine.  (One  of  the  most  constant  characters.) 


Locality. 


1. 


'hames,  Pang- 
bourne  (female). 

2. 

1.  Kennet,  New- 
bury (male). 

3. 

t.  Kennet,  New- 
bury (female). 

4. 

t.  Kennet,  Ham 
Mill  (female). 


When  Captured. 


May  14, 1894 
May  12,  1885 


June  25, 1894 


Table  II. 


In  whose  possession 
now. 

Weight. 

Adiposo  to 
Lateral  Line. 

Vomer. 

Mr.  H.  Wilkinson. 

1041b. 

13 

3 

6 in  double 

Mr.  Davies,  Jack 

1641b. 

13 

row. 

0 

— P 

Hotel,  Newbury. 
Ditto  ... 

141b. 

13 

2. 

0 

— ? 

4 

Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes, 

11  fib. 

14 

2 

b in  single 
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with  the  exception  of  S.fario  var.  ausonii,  which, 
according  to  Giinther,  can  have  only  57-58,  whicli 
effectually  divides  it  from  Var.  gaimardii,  59-GO; 
so  thut  the  greatest  difference  in  the  number  of 
vertebral  is  between  two  varieties  of  the  same 
so-called  species.  It  is,  moreover,  doubted  that 
tho  numbers  of  vertebral  ns  given  aie  constant. 
Dr.  Day  has  found  57-59  vertebra'  in  Sutherland- 
shire  trout  and  57-GO  in  Windrush  trout. 

I ask  you  how  can  this  diffeience  bo  taken 
as  a mark  of  species  when  it  distinguishes 
none  of  the  species  one  from  another?  And  if  it 
be  a mark  of  species,  why  is  the  difference 
between  Ausonii  and  Gaimardii  only  given  as  a 
variation  P 

What  causes  variation  ? “ Some  external 

or  internal  cause”  perchance,  and  hence  this 
cannot  be  used  as  a mark  of  species. 

Now  let  us  pass  to — 

9.  The  number  of  pyloric  appendages. 

Let  me  briefly  explain  what  these  are,  so  that 
those  who  know  them  not  may  follow  my 
argument.  They  are  finger-like  secreting  glands 
situated  along  the  first  part  of  the  intestinal 
tract,  and  pour  out  a digestive  fluid  into  the 


intestine,  which  is  supposed  to  aid  the  secretion  of 
the  rudimentary  pancreas  (or  sweetbread)  to 
saponify  fats,  and  hence  hasten  digestion,  as 
fats  have  to  be  emulsified  before  they  can  be 
absorbed. 

These  appendages  are  more  common  in  salt 
than  in  fresh-water  fishes,  and,  in  fact,  hardly  ever 
occur  in  truly  fresh-water  genera.  These  truly 
fresh-water  fish  (such  as  the  carp)  are  of  slow 
growth. 

They  are  always  present  in  forms  of  fresh- 
water fish  which  have  marine  relatives,  as  the 
ruff  and  the  perch  amongst  the  Percidce,  and  the 
burbot  amongst  the  Gadidoe. 

We  will  next  look  at  their  numbers  amongst 
our  three  so-called  species. 

Gunther  gives  them  as:  S.  salar,  53-77; 
S.  trutta,  49-61 ; 8.  fario  var.  ausonii,  38-48  (51) ; 
Var.  gaimardii,  33-46. 

Please  note  the  way  in  which  these  figures  over- 
lap in  the  different  species,  also  that  there  is  as 
much  difference  between  the  variations  of  S.fario 
as  between  8.  salar  and  S.  trutta. 

Notice  that  the  same  character  (described  as 
constant)  is  described  as  distinguishing  between 
both  species  and  variety. 

Are  these  figures  based  on  sufficient  data  or  not? 

Mr.  Arthur,  of  Otago,  found  in  S.fario  raised 
in  New  Zealand  (in  seven  male  and  twenty-seven 
female  fish  from  nine  different  rivers,  a lake,  and 
Otago  Harbour)  37-55  in  males,  mean  487 ; 33-61 
in  females,  mean  47 ’3  (Day  Brit.  Salm.,  p 188). 

Mr.  G.  Sims,  of  Aberdeen  (Brit.  Salm.  Day., 
p.  188)  records  of  “ Fresh-water  trout  from  Aber- 
deenshire ” (18),  29,  33,  38,  39, 41, 44, 46,  47,  48, 49, 
49,  49,  54,  55,  55,  56,  and  69  pyloric  appendages 
each,  that  is,  one-hulf  are  above  ( I iinther’s  highest 
limit  for  brown  trout.  These  figures  and  facts 
conclusively  provo  that  this  is  not  a constant 
but  an  inconstant  character,  varying  probably, 
as  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Day,  with  tho  abundance 
or  scarcity  of  food.  But,  it  is  explained,  that 
these  peculiarities  apply  fp  tho  whole  of  the 


Salmonidie,  and  are  more  marked  among  the 
other  genera. 

Tuke  a glance  at  tho  Salvelini  or  Chars,  in 
which  Seeley  (“  Fresh-Walor  Fishes  of  Europe,” 
1886,  p.  317)  includes  8.  salvelinus,  8,  alpinus, 
8.  nivalis,  8.  killinensis,  8.  J’trsii,  8 . usilloughbie, 
and  8.  calli,  as  varieties  of  8.  salvelinus  “ in 
which  variation  is  cumulative  in  the  direction  of 
incress2d  size  of  scales.”  Day  agreed  with  him 
(“Britiih  Salmonidie,”  1887,  p.  232), and  pointed 
out  tl  at  Widegren  (1864)  and  Collett  (1875)  had 
recorded  the  same  views. 

In  the  Goregoni  (to  which  tribe  the  pollan 
belongs)  also,  Seeley  says  (F.  F.  of  Europe, 
pp.  337) : “ The  species  are  often  difficult  to  sepa- 
rate, and  are  best  distinguished,  according  to  Dr. 
Giinther,  by  the  shape  of  the  snout,  its  relative 
length,  the  development  of  the  maxillary  bone, 
form  of  the  supplementary  maxillary  bone, 
length  of  the  mandible,  height  of  bedy  and  tail, 
position  of  the  dorsal  fin,  and  number  of  scales 
and  vertebra; ; but  Ihese  characters  often  define 
species  on  small  differences.” 

With  the  exception  of  the  strength  of  the 
maxillary  and  number  of  scales  and  vtrtebne, 
III. 


we  see  that  the  rest  of  our  constant  characters 
has  vanished,  and  have  been  replaced  by  new 
ones,  which  it  would  be  idle  to  discuss.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  the  further  afield  one  goes  into 
the  other  genera  the  more  plain  it  becomes  that 
they  consist  of  one,  two,  or  three  species,  which, 
in  more  than  one  genus,  have  a power  of  varjiog 
widely  in  order  to  suit  themselves  to  their 
environment. 

Synopsis  of  Part  II. 

Proposition  II. — “That  salmon,  sea-trout,  and 
river-trout  are  all  varieties  of  one  very  variable  species, 
and  that  these  variations  have  been  brought  about  by 
changes  in  the  environment.” 

1.  Account  of  the  past  history  of  the  proposed 
classification. 

2.  Scheme  showing  the  natural  relationship  of  the 
proposed  classification. 

Proofs  : — 

(a)  Changes  occurring  in  species  bred  under  obser- 
vation in  captivity. 

(h)  Change  occurring  in  species,  the  source  of  whose 
origin  is  known,  on  alteration  of  environment. 

(c)  Examination  of  specimens  morphologically  re- 

sembling S.  salar  inhabiting  fresh  - water 
entirely.  (1)  Scandinavian  ; (2)  American. 

(d)  Examination  and  comparison  of  the  immature 
forms  of  various  so-called  species. 

(e)  Consideration  and  explanation  of  the  abnor- 
malities which  occur  in  specimens  whioh  have 
been  included  in  the  several  so-called  species. 

3.  Explanation  of  the  hybrid  explanation — 

(a)  Mongrels  not  hybrids. 

(h)  Not  hybrids,  but  specimens  delayed  in  develop- 
ment by  late  spawning,  &o. 

4.  4 heory  must  be  accepted  because  it  explains  what 
no  other  theory  does,  viz.  : 

(1)  Wbat  bull  trout  are  and  the  many  questions 
regarding  them. 

(2)  Why  Thames  trout  differ  from  other  trout. 

(3)  The  reason  of  the  uncertainty  regarding  the 
introduction  of  salmon  to  tho  Antipodes. 

(1)  Why  the  boundary  lines  between  salmon,  Eea 
trout,  &o.,  are  so  indoterminate,  &o.,  &e. 

Tho  second  half  of  my  paper  will  bo  takou  up 
in  tryiug  to  provo  what  the  number  of  species 
among  tho  British  Satmoncs  are,  and  how  the 
numerous  varieties  are  caused. 


I will  place  this  in  the  form:  “That  salmon, 
sea  trout,  and  brown  trout  are  all  varieties  of 
one  very  variable  species,  and  that  these  varia- 
tions have  been  brought  about  by  changes  in  the 
environment.” 

Strange  though  it  may  seem  to  you,  I am  not 
alone  in  propounding  this  theory,  though,  as  far 
as  I am  aware,  1 am  the  first  to  include  salmon 
with  the  trouts,  though  more  than  one  authority 
hints  at  it. 

J urine,  in  1825,  was  the  first  who  held  that  sea 
trout,  lake  trout,  and  river  trout  were  the  same 
species  altered  by  their  environment. 

Widegren,  in  1863,  gave  this  view  de  novo.  He 
was  supported  by  Malmgren. 

Then  came  Gunther’s  classification,  which, 
however,  did  not  check  the  list  of  infidels.  Col- 
lett agreed,  and  hinted  at  salmon  being  included 
in  1875. 

Malm  came  next,  1877. 

Then  Feddersen  in  1879. 

Smitt,  of  Stockholm,  whose  second  volume  of 
“ Scandinavian  Fishes  ” comes  out  this  winter, 
I understand  also  supports  these  views  as  regards 
trout. 

In  our  own  country,  Agassiz,  in  1859,  said  : 
“ Then  we  may  learn  with  more  precision  how 
far  the  species,  described  from  isolated  specimens 
are  founded  on  nature,  or  how  far  they  are  only  a 
particular  stage  of  growth  of  other  species” 
(Agassiz,  an  Essay  on  Classification,  London, 
1859,  p.  86.) 

Murie,  in  1870,  said:  “ Should  future  researches 
support  the  facts  and  views  it  has  herein  been 
endeavoured  to  establish,  obviously  many  species 
at  present  adopted  in  the  nomenclature  of  the 
genus  salmo  may  require  material  modification. 
For  doubtless  it  would  follow  that  the  same  fish 
under  different  grades  and  shades  of  develop- 
ment has  been  distinctly  and  separately  named.” 

In  1887,  Day  uncompromisingly  classified  the 
varieties  of  trout  as  one  species,  and  hinted  that 
probably  the  specific  differences  between  that 
species  and  salmon  were  not  strongly  marked. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  add  anything  to  his 
evidence  as  to  the  specific  identity  of  the  various 
trouts. 

All  these  views  were  characterised  as  being 
the  results  of  ignorance. 

Let  us  see  on  what  foundations  they  rest.  I 
may  say  that  if  they  prove  the  trouts  specifically 
identical,  logically  they  must  of  necessity  prove 
the  identity  of  the  salmon  with  them,  as  I shall 
show  later. 

I may  say  that  had  all  these  authorities  been 
on  the  opposite  side  and  bad  asserted  their  belief 
in  the  multiplicity  of  species  without  proof  and 
actual  experiment,  I,  for  one,  should  proceed  on 
the  even  tenour  of  my  way,  and  do  what  I ask  you 
to  do  to-night,  viz  , believe  no  theory  unless  fact 
is  brought  to  prove  it. 

Gentlemen,  I am  indebted  for  book  lore  and 
accounts  of  experiments  to  three  or  four  well- 
known  authors,  and  several  but  little  known.  I 
shall,  I trust,  acknowledge  them  in  the  course  of 
my  remarks.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
Horace  Cox  for  permitting  me  to  use  the  figures 
from  “ Day’s  British  Salmonidie.”  For  my 
specimens  my  sources  are  various : Friends, 

acquaintances,  strangers,  fishmongers’  stalls, 
private  collections,  and  the  British  Museum 
collection  (both  public  and  private),  and  the 
extremely  interesting,  though  fragmentary,  col- 
lection in  the  College  of  Surgeons.  I shall  refer 
to  no  specimen  unless  it  is  available  for  re- 
examination and  verification.  Had  I had  time  or 
opportunity,  I should  have  photographed  every 
structure,  and  demonstrated  them  to  your  eyes 
by  lantern  transparencies. 

In  order  that  you  may  understand  oxactly 
my  position,  I show  you  the  following  imaginary 
genealogical  table : 

S.  salar 


S.  levenensis  Bull  Trout 


8.  cambricus  8.  trutta 

I I 

II  I I 

S.ferov  S.fario  8.  orcadens.s  S.  brachypoma 

I I 

Varioties  S.  stomachicus. 

Two  or  moro. 


Table 


New  Zealand  Trout. 

Specimens  examined  by  F.  Day,  for  Mr.  Arthur,  of  Otago. 


No. 

Source. 

Date. 

Sex. 

Length. 

Length  of 
Head  in  total 
length. 

Maxilla  behind 
orbit. 

Vomer 

Vert. 

C.  A. 

L.  1. 

L.l.  A. 

1 

Pomahala 

River. 

April, 

1885. 

Male. 

161b. 

20fin. 

4§  (4§in.) 

4 a diameter. 

2 

0 

56 

58 

in 

14 

2 

» 

Female. 

19|in. 

4 (4fin.) 

§of  adiametei 

0 

1 

56 

54 

116 

13 

3 

N.  Z. 
River  ? 

August, 

1883. 

Male. 

211b. 

32|in. 

5 (6Jin.) 

3 of  a uiametei 

0 

0 

118 

12 

4 

if 

ff 

Female. 

31 4 in. 

5 (6T3uin.) 

X 

0 

120 

14 

Vomer. — Top  figure  means  teeth  at  head  of  vomer.  Bottom  figure,  longitudinal  row  of  teeth  along  the  body. 
C.  A. — Csecal  appendages.  L.  1. — Lateral  line.  Number  of  scales.  L.  I.  A. — Adipose  fin  to  lateral  line. 
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Or  let  me  put  it  more  plainly.  The  salmon  is 
tho  perfect  varioty,  the  others  are  mainly 
examples  of  arrested  development. 

What  is  meant  by  this  term  ? Arrested 
development  is  not  checked  growth  merely,  but 
an  arrest  in  the  perfecting  of  each  organ  of  the 
body.  One  objectioh  at  once  springs  up;  it  is  this : 

“ We  have  no  evidence  whatever  that  a 
migratory  specie3  has  ever  been  changed  into  a 
non-migratory  one  ; and  persons  who  bring  for- 
ward instances  of  such  changes  having  taken 
place  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  must  first 
prove  that  they  have  correctly  determined  the 
species  of  the  specimen  experimented  upon” 
(Gunther’s  Brit.  Mus.  Cat.,  vol.  vi.,  p.  107). 

Now  in  the  following  experiment  the  species  of 
these  fish  was  determined  by  Dr.  A.  Gunther, 
and  the  specimens  are  in  the  spirit  collection  of 
the  British  Museum. 

I will  describe  briefly  the  experiment  from 
Morton  Allport’s  Account  (Proc.  Zool.  Society, 
1870,  page  750). 

Ova  of  S.  trutta  (spawned  from  fish)  left  Ply- 
mouth Feb  3,  1866,  for  the  breeding  ponds  on 
R Plenty,  Tasmania. 

Hatched  out  separately  from  other  ova,  and 
were  placed  in  empty  ponds  prepared  for  their 
reception. 

1867.  Assumed  the  smolt  livery. 

1868.  Some  leaped  ashore. 

“ S.  Trutta.  Morton  Allport  spec.  No.  4, 
April  1868,  killed  by  leaping  on  shore,”  is  in 
the  B.  M.  collection,  and  has  the  title  quoted 
attached  to  the  specimen. 

1869.  In  May  pond  was  drained  off,  and  twelve 
fish  of  from  |lb.  to  lib.  each  were  found. 

They  were  put  back  again,  and  in  June  and 
July  constructed  redds  and  deposited  their  ova 
in  a rill  running  into  the  pond.  These  hatched 
out  in  September.  In  December  500  of  these  were 
liberated,  and  the  rest  retained,  and  at  time  of 
writing  were  “typical  orange-fins  eight  months 
old.” 

I should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  a 
specimen  labelled  : “ S.  trutta,  K.  A supposed 
hybrid  between  8.  trutta  and  8.  fario,  added 
71 6.9.  Morton  All  port.”  This  is  one  of  the 
aforementioned  fish. 

Where,  I ask  you,  can  any  chance  of  hybridism 
have  occurred  ? Why  claim  that  it  is  a hybrid  ? 
On  the  label  appears  the  words  “ kept  in  fresh 
water,”  and,  unless  they  are  hybrids,  the  state- 
ment made  in  1866  (“  Catal,”  p.  107),  and  reite- 
rated in  1880  (“  Study  of  Pishes,”  p.  639) 
is  erroneous.  Auother  explanation  of  this 

experiment  is  given  (on  page  640  “ Study  of 
Pishes  ”)  “ or  that  the  full-grown  specimens  were 
identical  with  those  introduced,  and  not  hybrids 
or  non-migratory  trout  of  a somcivhat  altered 
appearance  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  their 
locality.” 

Listen  to  the  description  of  the  individual 
specimen  (“  8.  trutta,  K.  A supposed  hybrid,  &c.,”) 
13(fin.  long  ; teetb,  one  at  head  of  vomer,  single 
row  alternating  on  body.  Scales  : Lat.  line,  120  ; 
dorsal  fin  to  lateral  line,  26;  adip.  to  lat.  line,  12 
(I  took  the  precaution  to  get  Mr.  Boulanger,  of 
the  Pish  Department  Museum,  to  count  this 
specimen  with  me,  and  he  made  it  12  on  one  side 
and  13  on  the  other).  A fertile  female,  ova 
partly  developed.  C aical  appendages,  36. 

Note  paragraph  quoted  above — “ non-migra- 
tory” trout,  of  somewhat  altered  appearance,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  of  their  locality.”  The 
locality  then  can  cause  all  the  teeth  at  the  head  of 
the  vomer  except  one  to  disappear  and  the  scales 
to  grow  bigger  (adip.  to  lat.  line  12,  not  15  or  16). 

That  environment  can  alter  constant  characters 
is  all  I claim,  and  if  this  change  can  occur  in  one 
generation,  what  can  occur  in  twenty  ? If  locality 
can  alter  trout  characteristics  to  salmon,  why  not 
salmon  to  trout  ? However,  this  is  in  parenthesis. 
Let  us  now  return  to  our  experiments.  Time  will 
not  allow  me  to  more  than  mention — 

Dr.  Murie’s  experiments  with  Rhine  salmon. 
Bred  in  Zoological  Hardens  from  ova  artificially 
impregnated  at  the  fishery  by  skill  hands,  and 
inspected  by  Messrp.  Buckland  and  Bartlett.  I 
shall  describe  the  fish  later  on. 

Again,  Mr.  Anderson’s  experiment,  recorded  in 
the  Field  June  23  and  30,1860,  and  1866. 

Sir  .7.  Maitland’s  experiments  in  1880  are 
beyond  cavil.  These  fish  were  bred  from  their 
ova,  and  ha'ched  out  Feb.  27,  1885. 

(To  be  continued.) 


all-round  angling, 

By  Charles  H.  W heei.evi 

ThE  keenest  angler  is  the  all-round  angler, 
and  as  an  exponent  of  the  art  he  is  the  most 
skilful. 

I readily  agree  that  the  man  who  practises  one 
particular  favourite  branch  of  the  sport  will 
excel  in  that  particular  branch,  whichever  it 
may  be,  but  I am  inclined  to  think  he  loses  much 
that  he  would  otherwise  enjoy  could  he  only  be 
induced  to  give  other  fish  and  other  methods  a 
fair  trial  in  their  proper  ways  and  seasons. 

One  declares  nothing  can  possibly  equal  the 
delights  of  dry-fly  fishing,  another  revels  in 
nothing  but  roach  fishing  with  the  long  rod  and 
tight  line,  another  prefers  barbelling,  another 
will  not  hear  of  anything  but  salmon — all  are 
right,  and  still  all  are  wrong.  In  many 
cases  it  is  a matter  of  pride  or  prejudice; 
locale,  tastes,  and  habits  must  be  con- 
sidered, as  must  also  experience.  The  salmon 
fisher  may  be  inclined  to  treat  roach  fishing 
with  disdain,  the  LThames  trouter  look  upon 
c:rp  fishing  as  a fraud  and  a delusion,  the 
experienced  dry-fly  fisherman  compares  his  0 0 
hooks  and  drawn  gut  or  single  hair  with  the 
tackle  used  for  pike,  and  positively  shudders  at 
the  contrast,  while  the  pike  fisher  thinks  of  his 
15,  20,  and  30-pounders,  and  cannot  realise  the 
delicious  sport  afforded  by  a game  three-quarter 
pound  trout  in  a quick,  shallow  stream  among  the 
weed  drifts. 

It  does  not  fall  to  the  happy  lot  of  many  to  be 
able  to  get  all-round  fishing,  and  in  most  cases 
this  accounts  for  what  I may  term  “preferential 
angling,”  or  the  angler  may  have  gone  the  round 
of  all,  and  taken  a special  liking  to  roaching, 
trouting,  or  pike  fishing. 

I wonder  how  many  sal  mo  l fishers  know 
practically  how  to  make  up  ground  bait  and 
paste  for  roach,  and  how  many  roach  anglers 
know  what  an  Usk  grub  is.  I think  very  many 
roach  fishermen  would  think  it  to  be  the  larvae  of 
some  insect,  as  is  the  gentle.  Consider  the  loss 
of  sport  dui’ing  one  year’s  angling  to  the  man  who 
confines  his  attention  to  fly-fishing  only;  it  is 
true,  many  trout  fishers  who  are  devoted  to  the 
fly  find  occupation  during  the  winter  in  grayling 
fishing;  but  how  many  more  days  of  good  sport 
might  be  enjoyed  if  the  angler  who  declares  for 
fly-fishing  only  would  make  up  his  mind  to 
descend  (?)  to  such  extremes  as  long  c irking  for 
chub  or  paternostering  for  perch?  Tne  exclu- 
sive bottom  fisher  loses  sport  m the  same  way, 
and  during  a most  beautiful  season.  Directly  the 
coarse  fishing  ends  he  is  i lie  till  the  middle  of 
June  (would  that  he  were  so  until  the  end  of 
J une  as  far  as  the  condition  of  Thames  fish  is  con- 
cerned), and  unless  he  should  have  a taste  for 
spinning  for  trout  he  must  spend  a very  sorry 
time.  Let  him  ask  a brother  angler  to  give  him 
a few  lessons  with  a fly  rod ; and  I envy  him  the 
delight  of  landing  his  first  trout,  perhaps  care- 
fully “ Btalked  ” and  deluded  into  accepting  a 
tiny  dun  on  drawn  gut.  The  very  spring  alone 
of  a fly  rod  opens  anew  world  to  a bottom  fisher  ; 
how  soon  he  will  find  the  fly  has  a wonderful 
fancy  for  hooking  itself  just  between  his  shoulders, 
necessitating  the  coat  being  taken  off.  Can  there 
be  a greater  contrast  than  a stiff,  heavy  roach 
pole  and  a beautifully  balanced  featherweight 
fly  rod  ? 

I shall  never  forget  my  first  fly-fishing  ex- 
periences. I recollect  the  spot  and  the  fish  to 
this  day.  Do  not,  ch  brother  angler,  jeer  at  the 
recital  of  the  feat,  for  my  first  tty-caught  fish,  a 
dace,  was  taken  with  a jack  rod  and  heavy  line  ! 
The  capture  of  this  fish  is  as  vivid  to  my  mind 
as  if  it  happened  only  yesterday.  I can  see  the 
old  tree,  the  shallow  pool,  the  footbridge,  and  the 
rising  fish,  and  well  I remember  how  I hooked 
him.  I had  a regular  “Boys’  Own  Book”  of 
fishing  tackle — jack  hooks,  roach  hooks,  &c„  and 
a fly  or  two  all  jumbled  up  together  in  the  most 
admirable  confusion.  When  I crossed  the  bridge 
I saw  some  dace  feeding  in  the  pool,  and  I 
determined  to  try  for  one.  It  was  a glorious, 
still  August  day,  the  water  was  clear,  and  I could 
see  every  fish  from  behind  the  tree.  I put  up  a 
cast,  most  likely  a cable,  and  a fly,  goodness 
knows  what  it  was;  I believe  it  was  one  of  my 
father’s  Welsh  Coch-y-bondus,  at  any  rate,  it 
was  a “ buzz  ” of  some  kind.  I drew  some  yards 


of  line  off  the  reel  and  laid  it  on  the  road  straight 
behind  me ; 1 crawled  to  the  river’s  edge  and 
knelt,  the  rod  top  touching  the  ground  and  con- 
tinuing a straight  line  to  the  fly;  1 made  a great 
“ swoop  ” with  both  hands,  and  the  heavy  line 
carried  the  fly  forward  ; it  came  down  with  a 
smack  j ust  ahead  of  one  of  the  largest  dace  ; the 
fish  took  it  instantly ; I somehow  or  other 
hooked  him,  and  landed  him  in  triumph  ! I got 
another  shortly  afterwards  in  the  same  Way. 
What  dace  I used  to  get  then ! The  water 
swarmed  with  them,  and  the  river  was  never 
fished  except  by  ourselves.  The  water  has  since 
been  spoiled  by  many  causes,  but  I hope  it  will 
some  day  get  into  better  condition  again.  It  is  a 
little  Norfolk  stream,  and  the  roach  that  were 
once  in  it  could  not  be  beaten  by  any  other  river, 
not  even  the  Hampshire  waters. 

Only  those  who  do  much  bottom  fishing  know 
what  there  is  to  learn  about  floats  alone,  and 
what  a difference  there  is  between  a properly 
and  an  improperly  shotted  tackle ; and,  as  for 
slider  floats,  you  learn  a little  more  each  time 
you  make  use  of  one;  a slider  that  suits  one  swim 
is  utterly  useless  in  another.  Again,  what  splendid 
exercise  and  sport  throwing  from  the  winch  affords, 
and  ledgoring,  paternostering,  live  baiting,  and 
tight  corking  all  have  their  several  features,  and 
are  well  worthy  the  consideration  of  a fly-fisher 
who  has  not  tried  any  of  these  methods.  On  the 
other  hand,  who  has  ever  learned  enough  about 
dry-fly  or  wet-fly,  up  or  down  or  across  stream,  a 
still  floating,  or  worked  fly,  paraffined  or  plain  ? 

A worm  at  one  end  and  a fool  at  the  other. 
What  a senseless  gibe,  and  one  so  bitterly  made 
use  of  by  the  much-to-be-pitied  folk  who  think  it 
clever  to  contemn  and  deride  angling.  The  non- 
angler has  absolutely  no  conception  of  the  art 
displayed  by  a skilled  fisherman,  and  he  cannot 
understand  the  excellent  pride  of  an  angler  who 
says,  “ I have  been  roach  fishing  all  day,  I have 
only  had  one  bite,  but  I got  that  fish.” 

If  I have  a liking  for  one  special  branch  of 
angling,  I think  I must  give  my  vote  in  favour  of 
weir  fishing  for  Thames  trout.  I say  weir 
fishing,  as  I do  not  consider  the  act  of  sitting 
over  a trout  in  the  open  stream  the  acme  of  the 
art ; indeed,  the  method  pursued  by  some  anglers 
perilously  approaches  trailing.  Having  found 
your  trout,  nearly  all  to  be  done  is  to  put  a bait 
over  him  and  try  him  in  one  or  two  different 
ways,  while  weir  fishing  demands  your  whole 
and  constant  attention ; the  slightest  careless- 
ness will  generally  result  in  loss  of  all  tackle,  and 
perhaps  a fish.  There  is  also  a certain  satis- 
faction about  Thames  trouting  iu  the  early 
season ; if  you  do  not  see  a trout  feed  it  is  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  try  for  any  other  fish. 
When  coarse  fishing  you  perhaps  try  the  roach 
and  find  they  are  not  on,  then  you  fancy  a 
little  chub  fishing  will  be  more  profitable, then  you 
turn  to  the  roach  again,  and  so  on.  There  is  an 
absence  of  this  unsettled  feeling  during  April 
and  May,  and  there  is  no  anxiety  about  lobs 
going  wrong,  or  buckets  of  ground  bait  to  mix 
up,  and  the  multitudinous  impedimenta  of  the 
bottom  fisher  is  almost  entirely  wanting,  a case 
with  half  a dozen  tackles,  a bit  of  bread  to  attract 
your  baits,  and  a really  serviceable  landing  net 
being  nearly  all  the  angler  requires. 

With  all  deference  to  many  most  skilful  anglers 
who  follow  one  branch  of  the  sport  in  particular, 
I do  really  consider  that  all-round  angling  has 
the  greater  charm  ; all-round  sport  is  presented 
in  such  infinite  variety,  not  only  as  regards  fish, 
but  season  as  well.  Try  for  all  fish  in  their 
proper  seasons,  in  all  weathers,  and  in  all  places, 
with  all  legitimate  tackles  and  baits ; and  the 
more  you  fish  the  more  yon  will  learn,  and  the 
surer  will  you  be  that  you  understand  but  little 
of  the  inexplicable  mysteries  of  fish  and  fish  life 
in  general. 


We  are  very  glad  to  hear  from  Mrs.  Andrews 
that  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  of  Guildford,  who  has  had 
a bad  attack  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  is 
getting  better. 

A famous  London  exponent  of  the  roach-pole, 
who  had  travelled  all  the  way  to  Brigg,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, to  take  part  in  a great  all  England 
angling  sweepstakes,  was  more  surprised  than 
pleased  on  discovering  that  his  skill  had  earned 
for  him  the  substantial  but  unportable  prize  of— 
a hay-fork  ! — J.  M. 
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NOTES  FROM  BRITTANY. 

(Concluded  from  page  55!!.) 

By  Mils.  Artiiuh  Bell  (N.  D'Anvbrs). 

From  tlio  cow  market,  with  all  its  patient 
waiting  beasts,  I passed  to  tho  pig  market,  where 
resignation  is  the  very  last  virtue  practised  by 
tho  creatures  waiting  for  purchasers.  One  is 
disposed  to  weep  over  tho  sufferings  of  the  cattle, 
but  those  of  tho  porkers  only  move  tho  most 
tondor-hearted  to  mirth,  so  unreasonable  are 
they  in  their  wrath,  and  so  eagerly  do  they  work 
against  tlioir  own  interests.  All  round  tho  old 
castle,  in  tho  rank  grass  growing  in  what  was 
once  tho  moat,  were  tethered  tho  cart-horses 
which  had  brought  tho  pigs  to  market,  and 
grouped  about  under  the  trees  in  the  sloping 
ground  beyond  were  hundreds  of  white  pigs, 
tendod  by  old  and  young  women,  in  real  old 
fashioned  Breton  costumes,  with  the  high  cap?, 
now  given  up  in  the  towns.  Such  clean  pigs  and 
such  clean  bright  swineherds  I never  saw  before, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  I resisted  the 
blandishments  of  those  who  were  eager  that  I 
should  buy  a few  plump  little  fellows  at  50  francs 
a piece.  Before  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  all 
but  one  or  two  of  the  pigs  had  changed  hands, 
and  the  larger  ones  were  being  dragged  off 
the  ground  backwards  by  the  united  efforts  of 
two  or  three  men  or  women  to  each,  whilst  the 
little  ones  were  being  put  into  sacks,  to  be  slung 
over  the  shoulders. 

If  you  want  to  see  the  poor  of  Dinan  in  their 
homes  and  at  their  daily  work,  you  must  go  down 
the  Rue  de  Jersual,  which,  for  narrowness  and 
steepness  excels  any  other  I have  ever  seen.  It 
begins  with  an  almost  perpendicular  strip,  paved 
with  uneven  stones  sloping  abruptly  from  the 
base  of  the  houses  on  either  side,  and  meeting  in  the 
narrow  central  gutter.  Beyond  the  paved  strip, 
where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  help  slipping 
unless  you  happen  to  have  one  leg  shorter  than 
the  other,  the  road  becomes  a little  wider  and 
less  dangerous.  The  houses,  some  of  timber, 
others  of  stone,  and  others  yet  again  of  stone 
and  timber  combined,  are  no  two  of  them  alike, 
but  in  nearly  all  the  upper  stories  project  beyond 
what  is  literally  the  ground  floor,  for  most  of 
them  have  nothing  but  mother  earth  between  the 
four  walls,  earth  worn  into  deep  holes  and 
hardened  with  long  use,  but  earth  only  reeking 
with  damp  and  the  crushed  debris  left  behind  by 
generations  of  previous  occupiers.  Not  even  in 
the  worst  slums  of  London  are  there  houses  so 
utterly  unsanitary  in  all  their  conditions  as  some 
of  those  in  this  mediaeval  street,  where  lives  are 
lived  and  families  brought  up  on  a few  sous  a day. 

The  people  in  this  old  world  street  are  ready 
enough,  as  are  all  the  people  of  Dinan,  to  have 
a chat  with  the  passer  by.  We  paused  one  day 
at  the  door  of  a forge  and  peeped  in.  The  black- 
smith was  hammering  away  at  the  red-hot  iron, 
while  the  bellows  were  kept  going  by  a dog 
running  round  and  round  in  a big  wheel.  The 
willing  little  servant  only  works  two  hours  at 
a time  said  his  master,  and  he  is  very  obedient, 
understanding  all  that  is  said  to  him.  A little 
further  down  the  street  we  came  upon  a group 
of  sweet-faced  old  women  seated  at  their  doors 
plyiDg  spindle  and  distaff ; then,  attracted  by  a 
loud  creaking  noise,  we  went  into  another  ground 
floor,  where  a man  was  seated  at  a great 
old-fashioned  loom  occupying  nearly  half  the 
house-space,  laboriously  shooting  the  shuttle  to 
and  fro  with  the  help  of  hands  and  feet.  At 
first  we  thought  he  was  alone,  and  we  silently 
watched  the  coarse  blue  woollen  cloth  slowly 
growing,  but  from  the  dim  recesses  beyond  the 
loom  came  a voice  bidding  us  enter,  and  wc  saw 
the  wife  winding  the  threads  for  her  husband 
lrom  a primitive  looking  spool,  seated  on  a block 
of  wood  with  her  feet  in  a hole  in  the  ground.  She 
peered  up  at  us  without  ceasing  her  toil  and 
readily  answered  all  our  questions,  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  the  click  click  of  the  shuttle. 

“ Yes  ; the  cloth  they  are  making  is  good  stuff, 
worth  as  much  as  twelve  sous  a metre  to  them. 
They  can  make  three  metres  a day,  and  their 
patron  supplies  the  wool.  This  is  their  only  room, 
and  there  against  the  wall  is  their  bed,  and  they 
have  a good  stove,  a clock,  a table,  and  a chair. 
Oh,  they  are  not  badly  off  at  all.” 

Wo  drew  long  breaths  of  relief  when  wo  got 
back  into  tho  fresh  air  of  tho  street.  Wo  hoped 


there  were  not  many  more  such  tenements, 
but  alas,  they  are  all  too  numerous.  Picturesque 
beyond  all  telling  with  their  gables  and  dormer- 
windows,  their  drapery  of  lichen  and  stonecrop, 
their  balconies  filled  with  climbing  geraniums 
and  carnations  weighed  down  with  blossoms,  their 
beams  bent  out  of  all  shape,  their  spiral  staircases 
with  handrails  forming  integral  portions  of  the 
structure  itself,  their  panelled  doors  still  in  good 
preservation  telling  of  bettor  days  gone  by,  there 
is  scarcely  a house  in  that  wonderful  Rue  Jersual 
which  has  any  right  to  bo  left  standing. 

As  you  approach  the  beautiful  old  gateway 
through  which  you  pass  to  the  wider  Rue  de 
L’Apport,  the  houses  improve  a little  ; you  have 
left  the  weavers,  the  spinners,  and  the  blacksmiths 
behind,  and  are  all  amongst  the  basket  makers, 
who,  though  they  too  work  on  the  ground  floor, 
have  larger,  airier  quarters.  The  smell  of  their 
materials  is  fresher  than  that  of  the  fiulfy 
wool  of  the  weavers,  and  the  dust  does  not  get 
into  the  lungs  in  the  same  way.  There  is  some- 
thing very  fascinating  in  watching  the  growing 
of  the  baskets,  for  which  there  appears  to  be  an 
immense  demand,  the  result  of  the  custom  of  the 
housewife  herself  fetching  goods  for  the  house- 
hold every  day.  We  don’t  pity  the  basket-makers 
as  we  do  the  poor  weavers,  clinging  to  the  old- 
fashioned  methods  which  have  become  extinct 
nearly  everywhere  else,  and  we  rather  envy  the 
bed-makers,  seated  just  outside  the  gateway, 
some  separating  the  wool,  others  beating  it, 
whilst  a few  skilled  hands  are  finishing  off  mat- 
tresses. It  is  pleasant,  sociable,  open-air  work, 
and  evidently  not  at  all  detrimental  to  health, 
judging  from  the  ease  with  which  two  old  women, 
who  must  have  been  nearer  eighty  than  seventy, 
charged  up  the  Rue,  each  with  a bed  oq  her  back, 
when  the  work  was  done. 

People  seem  to  live  to  a good  old  age  even  in 
this  breakneck,  insanitary  street,  and  just  as  we 
were  leaving  it  we  met  an  old  fisherwoman  we 
had  already  often  noticed  trotting  home  with  her 
lines  over  her  shoulder  and  a very  well-filled 
basket  at  her  side.  “ Would  I buy  some  fish  ? ” 
“No,  not  to-night.”  “Would  I give  her  a sou,  then, 
for  she  should  be  eighty-four  in  a week  or  two  ? ” 
The  sou  was  forthcoming,  and  the  old  lady  gave 
me  a most  winning  smile,  showing  a double  row 
of  very  good  teeth  which  had  evidently  grown  in 
her  own  mouth.  As  we  gazed  after  her  with 
something  of  envy  we  saw  the  blind  beggar  of 
our  quarter,  led  by  his  dog,  come  flying  down 
the  steep  roadway,  everybody  moving  to  let  him 
pass.  Whether  going  up  or  down  the  natives 
make  nothing  of  the  hill ; but  we  more  effeminate 
lowlanders  returned  prosaically  in  one  of  the 
hotel  omnibuses  which  had  gone  down  to  meet 
the  evening  boat  from  Dinard. 

Many  charming  spots  are  within  easy  reach  of 
Dinan.  In  five  minutes  by  rail,  or  balf-an-hour 
by  steamer,  you  can  reach  the  riverside  village 
of  La  Hisse,  and  in  half-an-hour  by  rail,  or  two 
hours  by  boat,  you  can  be  at  the  seaside  town  of 
Dinard,  whence  a ferry  boat  runs  backwards  and 
forwards  to  St.  Malo.  You  can  hire  a private 
pair-oared  boat  for  a franc  an  hour,  or,  if  you 
like,  you  can  have  a whole  steamer  to  yourself  for 
la  promenade  et  la  piiche  for  25  francs  a day.  We 
went  by  rail  to  La  Hisee,  and  by  boat  to  Dinard, 
but  as  we  intend  spending  two  or  three  weeks  at 
the  latter  place,  I will  reserve  my  account  of  it 
for  a later  letter. 

Nothing  could  be  much  more  fascinating  to 
the  pedestrian,  whether  fisherman,  artist,  or  mere 
idler,  than  the  country  round  La  Hisse,  with  its 
wild  heaths  and  its  peasant  holdings  all  open  to 
the  passer  by,  in  which  patches  of  corn  or  barley 
alternate  with  orchards,  gnarled  old  fruit  trees 
rising  up  amongst  freshly  ripened  mustard  or 
potatoes  infull  flower.  Here  an  old  wall  overgrown 
with  maidenhair  spleen-wort,  with  hart’s  tongue 
ferns,  yellow  and  pink  stonecrop,  arrested  our 
steps,  there  a bit  of  waste  land,  strewn  with 
rocks,  golden  with  the  lichen  which  had  eaten 
into  their  surface,  these  ancient  landmarks  set  in 
a framework  of  ox-eyed  daisies,  scabious,  campions 
and  other  July  wild  flowers. 

The  village  of  La  Hisse  consists  of  a few  stone 
houses  near  the  river,  to  tho  banks  of  which 
were  moored  numerous  barges  and  flat-bottomed 
fishing  boats,  whilst  in  mid-stream  were  two  or 
three  snow-white  pleasure  crafts  with  whito  sails, 
and  rowers  in  whito  blouses  and  trowsers,  pre- 
senting a perfectly  fairy-like  appearance. 


Presently  our  explorations  were  arrested  by  a 
heavy  shower,  and  we  made  for  a little  wayside 
restaurant,  near  to  which  were  rows  of  booths, 
made  of  interlaced  branches,  affording  some 
slight  shelter  from  the  weather.  These  booths 
were  already  crowded  with  peasants  in  blouses, 
countrywomen  in  blue  cotton  dresses  and  snow 
white  caps,  and  towns  folk  in  every  variety  of 
gala  get  up,  including  several  men  and  women 
with  baskets  of  fish  slung  at  their  sides. 

The  rickety  wooden  tables  groaned  beneath  the 
heavy  glasses  and  jugs  of  cider,  the  large  loaves  ol 
bread,  and  the  piles  of  cherries.  The  whole  place 
resounded  with  the  merry  laughter  and  singing 
of  the  people,  who  are  too  light-hearted  to  be 
upset  by  bad  weather,  however  persistent.  Place 
was  readily  made  for  us,  and  we  did  as  Rome  did, 
taking  our  share  alike  of  the  cider,  the  cherries, 
and  the  badinage.  Oh  what  a scene  there  was  at 
the  station,  and  how  sadly  the  rain  took  the 
starch  out  of  the  linen  dresses  and  muslin  caps, 
and  the  dainty  toilettes  of  the  children.  No  one 
was  provided  with  any  protection  but  an  umbrella, 
yet  the  greatest  good  humour  prevailed  in  the 
scramble  for  places  ; les  petits  were  handed  care- 
fully from  one  to  the  other,  for  amongst  the  most 
salient  characteristics  of  the  Bretons,  as  of  the 
Normans,  is  their  intense  love  of  children. 

We  leave  here  for  Aranches  to-morrow,  and  it 
will  be  with  infinite  regret  that  we  shall  turn  our 
backs  on  quaint  old  Dinan,  where  we  have  spent 
so  many  happy  hours,  enjoyed  so  many  simple 
pleasures,  and  won  so  many  friends.  There  was 
something  very  touching  to  me  in  the  way  in 
which  my  own  particular  market  women  received 
the  news  that  I was  dealing  with  them  for 
Id  derni'ere  fois.  They  must  all  give  me  extra 
good  measure,  they  must  all  wish  me  God-speed, 
and  beg  me  to  return  some  day,  if  it  might 
be  possible.  Truly  the  heart  of  the  Breton 
is  warm  and  akin  to  that  of  the  British,  and  we 
realise  here  that  we  are  all  of  one  race,  and  that 
the  channel  dividing  us  is  but  a geographical 
accident  after  all. 


§cofd)  Woles. 

By  Mac. 

For  this  time  of  year  our  Scotch  salmon  rivers 
are  having  an  abnormally  high  temperature  this 
winter  in  consequence  of  there  having  as  yet  been 
no  snow  except  on  the  higher  hills,  and  but  very 
little  severe  frost.  They  likewise  at  present  are 
in  perfect  volume,  and  every  way  in  grand  trim 
for  the  spawning  of  the  late-run  salmon  which 
are  now  thronging  the  redds. 


In  connection  with  the  Government’s  arranged 
experiment  to  grant  licences  to  fishermen  with 
drift  nets  to  fish  for  salmon  in  the  Crown  waters 
around  the  Scottish  coast,  I may  mention  that  the 
time  for  Mr.  Stafford  Howard,  the  Commissioner 
of  Woods  and  Forests,  receiving  applications  from 
parties  for  licences  expires  during  this  month. 


It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  in  five  or  six 
Scotch  salmon  rivers  there  has  lately  been  con- 
siderable evidence  of  salmon  disease  (the  real 
Saprolegniaferax).and  that  generally  it  appears  to 
be  spreading.  Just  now  it  is  very  readily  caused 
by  contact,  through  so  many  fish  being  together, 
of  whom  a goodly  number  are  bruised  as 
a result  of  “ redding  ” and  fighting.  As 
a rule,  fish  that  have  any  scales  rubbed 
off  are  the  most  liable  to  catch  the  disease, 
whether  by  contact  with  others,  or  from  the 
disease  itself  being  locally  in  the  river.  When  it 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  former  cause  it  quickly 
decreases  almost  to  a minimum  during  tracts  of 
severe  frost,  with  brilliant  sunshine  during  the 
day.  The  badly  affected  fish  mostly  all  die,  while 
those  that  are  but  little  touched  drop  into  tho 
deepest  water,  lie  quiescent,  and  generally  recover 
— three-fourths  of  them  perhaps,  if  they  have  not 
got  fungus  on  the  head.  This  seems  to  be  a 
matter  of  general  observation  on  Scotch  rivers, 
notably  in  late  autumn  and  early  winter.  My 
own  opinion  is  that  tho  now  prevailing  sort  of 
weather  and  state  of  water  do  not  at  all  tend  to 
retard  the  disease,  or  to  koop  it  from  working 
into  reachos  of  river  which  boforo  bad  a cloan  bill 
of  health  ; rather  tho  opposite, 
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Mv  friend  Mr.  John  Box,  factor,  House  of 
Tongue,  Sutherlandshire,  informs  me  that  the 
Loch  Naver  salmon  angling  for  next  spring 
season  is  to  let  ; and  asks  if  I can  find  him  a 
good  tenant.  The  usual  catch  of  salmon  in  spring 
is  about  fifty.  Loch  Naver,  its  scenery  and 
salmon  angling,  and  the  cosy  hotel  of  Altnaharra 
on  the  loch  side,  where  the  salmon  anglers  put  up, 
have  been  pictured  in  graceful  style  by  Mr. 
William  Black  in  his  charming  novel  “ White 
Heather.” 


I hear  that  with  the  weather  proving  so  open 
and  the  water  keeping  in  such  capital  order,  the 
migration  of  winter-season  large  fish — all  clean, 
and  direct  from  the  sea — up  the  River  Tay,  on 
their  way  to  Loch  Tay,  is  continuing  both  steady 
and  strong.  The  salmon  angling  for  the  year 
1895  on  the  premier  Scotch  river  and  its  cogno- 
menal  loch  will  commence  in  less  than  a month’s 
time  from  the  present  date. 

Naver,  Thurso,  Borgie,  Loch  Naver,  Loch 
More,  and  other  “ far  north  ” rivers  and  lochs 
likewise  have  their  salmon  angling  season  com- 
mencing in  the  second  week  of  January. 

On  behalf  of  proprietors  on  Deveron  and  Don 
a large  number  of  lets  of  reaches  of  river  for  the 
early  trouting  of  next  year  have  already  been 
effected,  but  there  still,  I understand,  remain  to 
be  negotiated  for  five  or  six  considerable  lengths, 
one  or  two  of  which  I know  from  experience  to 
be  really  first  rate.  Indeed  there  is  nothing  of 
the  kind  to  equal  them — in  Scotland  at  least. 
There  is  a growing  fear  among  cautious  canny 
Scotch  anglers  who  sport  at  as  little  expense  as 
possible  (a  true  characteristic  of  my  country- 
men !)  that  the  rents  for  prime  early  trouting  on 
Scotch  rivers  will  be  run  up  considerably  ere 
long.  


This  week  the  editor  of  the  Brechin  Advertiser, 
in  quoting  about  the  North  Esk  and  its  salmon 
from  “ Scotch  Notes,  by  Mac,”  applauds — and 
speaks  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  “ a well-conducted 
and  most  interesting  paper.”  It  is  wholesome  to 
find  the  editor  of  the  leading  paper  in  the  heart 
of  the  most  notorious  foul-hooking  district  in 
Scotland  doing  his  best  to  expose  the  gruesome 
and  dastardly  practice  of  sniggering.  Being  as 
my  correspondent  of  last  week  called  it  a 
“ sickening  and  beastly  ” business,  the  sniggering 
is  surely  an  offence  that  ought  to  be  taken  cogni- 
zance of  by  the  S.P.C.A. ! 


The  unseasonable  weather  we  are  having  up 
here  in  the  north — too  fresh  and  fine,  but  accom- 
panied at  times  by  dark,  driving  wind,  which 
gives  such  inducement  to  fish  to  run  inland — is 
making  the  salmon  quite  forget  themselves,  or  in 
other  words  lose  their  heads.  Not  often  do  we 
hive  many  of  them  come  inshore  seeking  to  run 
our  early  rivers  until  about  the  last  days  of 
December.  But  this  year  they  are  present 
inshore  in  large  numbers  in  lots  of  districts 
already.  Hardly,  it  may  be  said,  is  there  one 
early  river  in  whose  estuary,  or  near  to  it 
in  the  sea,  there  is  not  a good  sprinkling 
of  them  to  be  found  just  now.  A lot  have 
gone  up  the  Dee  of  late,  and  some  up  the 
Don,  the  Spey,  and  the  North  Esk,  while  most 
likely  into  the  Ness,  and  in  the  very  early  rivers 
of  the  “ Far  North  ” some  have  also  been 
running.  A run  in  strength  just  now  cannot  but 
be  regarded  as  phenomenally  early  for  any  of 
these  river3  ; and  should  the  weather  continue 
open,  it  is  likely  that  an  unusually  great  head  of 
fish  will  be  found  well  inland  when  the  angling 
season  begins,  that  is  to  say,  if  there  is  a good 
“ crop  ” of  them  in  the  sea  this  year.  About  the 
mouth  and  in  the  tideway  of  the  Aberdeenshire 
Dee  they  are  very  plentiful  just  now,  and  what  is 
most  unusual  on  that  part  of  the  coast  hordes  of 
seals  have  turned  up  in  pursuit  of  them.  The 
newspapers  say  that  “Young  Aberdeen”  is 
enjoying  great  fun  “ chevying  the  seals,  one  of 
which  may  be  seen  every  few  minutes  popping  its 
head  out  of  the  water  and  holding  a fine  glittering 
salmon  in  its  mouth.”  Clearly  the  seal  is  no  fool 
as  regards  his  diet ; he  has  an  eye  for  something 
choice;  and  probably  if  allowed  to  freely  multiply 
he  would  soon  make  the  angler  find  it  necessary 
to  “ mak’  mony  mair  weary  casts  tac  kittle  th’ 
sawmon’s  tail ! ” 


Amongst  anglers  of  experience  there  must  be 
few  who  have  not  noticed  the  effect  that  very  cold 
water  has  upon  fish  in  ascending  “ leaps  ” in  their 
progress  up  river.  Obstructions,  natural  and 
artificial,  which  after  the  real  winter  chill  wears 
off  the  water,  are  readily  “ taken  ” and  sur- 
mounted, are  often  not  attempted  at  all  during 
the  earlier  months  of  the  year.  For  this  the  two 
reasons  generally  assigned  are  : First,  the  greater 
specific  gravity  of  the  water — colder  and  heavier; 
and  second,  the  fish,  in  consequence  being,  as 
net  fishermen  put  it,  “ weaker,”  and,  as  anglers 
put  it,  “ less  lively.”  Below  mill  dykes,  falls,  and 
caulds,  on  many  rivers  crowds  of  fish  lie  fir 
months  close  up  to  these  obstructions,  but  not 
until  about  a certain  time  every  year  will 
any  of  them  be  noticed  by  their  attempts 
to  have  any  inclination  to  push  farther  on. 
The  comparatively  sluggish  play  of  even  the 
strongest  fresh-run  fish  when  there  is  very  strong 
frost  does  not  fail  to  be  noticed  by  anglers,  many 
of  whom  consider  that  extremely  cold  weather 
is  neither  best  for  nor  best  liked  by  the  fish. 
Then  experienced  netsmen  are  so  well  up  in 
knowing  what  pace  or  speed  is  made  in  journey- 
ing up  river  at  different  seasons  and  under 
different  conditions  of  wind  and  water  that,  on 
“ sighting  ” a lot  of  fish  crossing  a ford  or  garth, 
they  can  tell  to  a minute  when  mo3t  of  them  will 
arrive  at  their  netting  shots,  though  these  should 
be  from  one  to  two  miles  farther  inland.  And  on 
this  point  I remark  that  always  the  colder  the 
water  the  longer  they  allow  for  the  distance  being 
overtaken.  My  experience  leads  me  to  hold  that 
a very  low  temperature  of  water  must  be  the 
cause  of  the  fish  in  early  spring  not  showing,  on 
many  occasions,  that  liveliness  of  play  which 
one  would  naturally  expect  of  them.  At  that 
season  they  are  fresh-run  and  unencumbered — 
just  the  very  fish  that,  all  things  being  equal, 
ought  to  prove  regular  flyers,  and  unequalled  in 
endurance.  Yet  how  often  do  we  find  them 
perfect  sluggards,  giving  kelt-like  play  and  soon 
tiring  out.  Leaving  out  of  count  the  grilse  and 
salmon  of  summer,  whose  play  is  unmatched,  I 
consider  that  the  best  sport  with  salmon  fresh 
run  from  the  sea  is  obtained  in  April  and  May, 
when  the  temperature  of  the  water  has  risen  a 
good  many  degrees.  Then  they  give  the  sport 
that  flushes  the  angler  with  excitement,  behaving 
no  longer  like  the  lazy  kelts  ; but  all  kelts  are 
not  lazy.  Many’s  the  time  in  autumn  that  I have 
got  play  out  of  fresh-run  gravid  fish  far  superior 
to  anything  that  I have  often  had  out  of 
“ springers  ” in  the  months  of  February  and 
March;  and  though  this,  considering  that  the 
former  are  greatly  incumbered,  and  the  latter 
absolutely  unencumbered,  may  seem  unaccount- 
able, yet  that  is  due  to  the  difference  in  the 
temperature  of  the  water  I entertain  no  doubt. 
In  September  and  early  in  October  the  water  is 
usually  considerably  higher  in  temperature  than 
during  February  and  March. 


Writetii  the  Mackay  : — “ There  is  every  indica- 
tion of  acoming  snowstorm.  Iam  neither  a prophet 
nor  the  son  of  a prophet,  but  the  wish  is  at  least 
father  to  the  thought,  and  a good  fall  before 
Christmas  gives  a certainty  of  good  round 
waters  all  through  the  spring.  The  corries  get 
filled  up  with  tbe“Jan’war  wins,”  and  it  take3 
all  the  force  of  Father  Sol’s  lengthening  heat  to 
gradually  melt  the  miniature  glaciers  thus 
formed  before  the  advent  of  May,  if  even  then. 
So  here’s  to  a good  rattling  fall  of  snow  !” 


“Apropos  of  my  par.  on  pike  fishing  in  last 
week’s  issue,  I have  often  wondered  why  pike 
angling  is  not  a regular  winter  pastime  in  the 
north  of  Scotland.  Not  that  I would  tolerate 
pike  fishing  on  our  salmon  rivers  during  the 
close  season  on  any  pretence  whatever.  But 
there  are  countless  lochs  of  greater  and  less 
extent  teeming  with  these  fish,  which  would  keep 
the  angler’s  hand  in  on  an  open  winter  day,  and 
at  least  vary  the  monotony  of  the  Christmas  and 
New  Year  holidays.”  

“ What  are  our  army  of  gillies  doing  just  now  ? 

I do  not  mean  the  permanent  officials,  like  Mr. 
Grant,  the  head  keeper,  and  his  assistants,  who 
arc  well  provided  for ; but  Donald,  Sandy, 
McFarlane,  McFadden,  or  Mackay,  for  that 
matter,  who  are  ‘on  the  job,’  when  the  season  is 
on,  and  ‘waiting  for  something  to  turn  up’ when  I 


the  season  is  off.  I have  always  advocated  that 
they  should  have  first  claims  as  river  watchers, 
but  these  appointments  arc  usually  filled  up 
before  the  season  closes.  And  our  gillies  are 
accordingly  left  out  in  the  cold.  Meantime  they 
are  knocking  in  the  time  as  best  they  can.  An 
occasional  rabbit  hunt,  a game  on  the  ice,  or  an 
orra  job  at  the  stable  passes  the  hibernating 
months,  with  little  coming  in  and  much  going  out, 
so  that  they  seldom,  if  ever,  get  their  heads  above 
water,  and  especially  if  there  be  a little  circle  of 
mouths  to  fill  and  backs  to  clothe.  My  object  in 
sending  this  appeal  on  behalf  of  our  gillies  is  that 
you  might  remind  those  sportsmen  who  have 
benefited  by  their  services  in  the  past,  that 
Christmas  is  coming  round,  and  although  our 
gillies  may  be  out  of  sight,  not  to  let  them  be 
out  of  mind.” 


THE  “ CARTMAN  ” SPINNER. 


Messrs.  J.  Warner  and  Sons,  of  Hewell  Works 
Redditch,  sent  us  recently  a new  spinning  bait 
for  salmon,  pike,  trout,  perch,  bass,  &c.  We, 
have  had  two  illus- 
trations made,  one 
showing  the  con- 
cave side,  with  the 
leaded  metal  wire 
on  which  the  bait 
spins,  and  the  other 
the  convex  side.  Wo 
tested  it  in  perfectly 
dead  water,  and  found 
it  spins  well  and  has 
a very  attractive  ap- 
pearance in  the  water, 
the  silver  shell  revol  v- 
ing  over  the  red 
centre,  and  the  red 
tail  being  specially 
seductive  to  pike.  . 

It  is  an  inexpensive, 
well-made,  simple, 
and  effective  bait,  and 
will  doubtless  have 
not  only  a good  run 
itself,  but  cause  many 
> W5”  a good  fish  to  run  for 

Tho  “Oartman”  the  last  time.  The  “ Cartman  ” 

Spinner  Spinner 

(Convex  side).  (Concave  side). 


THE  FISHERMAN’S  NAUTICAL 
ALMANACK. 


This  is  the  title  of  an  almanack  which  has  an 
immense  circulation  throughout  the  fisheries  of 
Great  Britain  and  other  countries,  as  well  as  the 
mercantile  navy.  It  is  not  by  any  means  a new 
publication,  seeing  that  1895  is  the  nineteenth 
year  of  its  issue.  The  Editor  (Mr.  0.  T.  Olsen, 
F.L.S.)  is  a recognised  authority  on  matters 
nautical,  and  sea  anglers  will  do  well  to  send  to 
him  at  Fish  Dock-road,  Grimsby,  for  a copy.  Mr. 
Parker,  a member  of  tho  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  (who  makes  sea  fishing  an  especial 
study),  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  this  valuable 
work  becomes  more  valuable  every  year.  The 
following  are  some  of  its  contents : — The 
Elements  of  the  Nautical  Almanack,  Daily  Tide 
Tables  for  forty  British  and  Foreign  Ports,  Tidal 
Constants  for  a great  number  of  English  and 
Foreign  Ports  (in  alphabetical  order),  the  Lights 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  France,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway, 
and  the  Baltic,  Buoys  and  Beacons,  Courses  and 
Distances,  Fishing  Stations,  Fishermen’s  Settling 
Tables,  Meteorological  and  other  Tables,  a 
Revised  Directory  of  All  British  Fishing 
Steamers,  Sailing  Vessels,  and  boats  of  15 
tons  and  upwards,  with  Numbers,  Names,  and 
Owners,  and  a mass  of  useful  and  general  in- 
formation. The  price  is  Is. ; post  free  Is.  Id. 


An  account  of  the  Fly-Fishers’  annual  dinner 
will  appear  in  our  next  issue  (the  Christmas 
Number). 
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A MAIIDLE  ABOUT  1‘1  KB. 

( Concluded  from  page  557.) 

[By  an  Anglkii  Canoeist.] 

Til  RUE  has  been  a considerable  amount  ol  in- 
terest evinced  of  late  years  as  to  tho  quality  ol 
the  piko  fishing  in  tho  Norfolk  broads  and  rivers, 
and  perhaps  a few  plain  and  impartial  truths  on 
tho  subject,  for  tho  guidance  of  anglers  who  are 
not  yet  acquainted  with  the  district,  but  con- 
template a visit  thereto,  will  not  be  altogether 
wasted.  Tho  nature  of  these  notes  obviously 
precludes  too  many  references  to  persons  and 
places,  which  are,  indeod,  under  most  circum- 
stances, undesirable,  and,  moreover,  it  is  in  no 
sense  tho  writer’s  intention  to  admit  too  strong  a 
flavouring  of  tho  “ guide  book  ” into  them.  Pike 
fishing  in  Norfolk,  therefore,  stands  in  this  very 
common  position  : If  the  angler  is  able  to  obtain 
leave  for  private  waters,  or  hire  such,  he  will 
frequently  enjoy  his  till  of  splendid  sport;  if  he 
is  under  the  necessity  of  casting  in  his  lot  with 
the  “ common  herd,”  and  fishing  only  the  rivers, 
and  such  of  the  broads  as  are  open  to  the  public 
at  a small  charge,  he  will  find  that  in  the  rivers 
tho  pike  are  in  general  small,  and  certainly  not 
plentiful,  and  that  in  the  semi-public  broads 
above  referred  to,  though  pike  from  31b.  to  51b.  in 
weight  are  numerous  enough  in  the  early  part  of 
the  season  (September, 

October,  and  the  early 
part  of  November), 
the  stock  gets  terribly 
thinned  by  January  and 
February,  and  at  all 
times  fish  above  81b.  are 
unquestionably  some- 
what rare  exceptions  1 o 
the  general  rule.  The 
vast  difference  between 
the  yield  of  private  and 
public  waters  is  indeed 
strongly  marked  in  re- 
ference to  pike  fishing. 

As  an  instance,  take 
the  catches  of  two  re- 
spective broads  within 
a few  hundred  yards  of 
each  other  on  Dec.  26, 

1892,  one  public,  the 
other  private.  Public 
broad,  nil  ; private 
broad,  fifty  - seven  !— 
nearly  all  by  fair  rod 
fishing,  and  many  cf 
considerable  weight, 
though  thirty  or  forty 
were  returned.  This  is, 
to  the  best  of  our  in- 
formation, an  authentic 
comparison,  though 
names  and  places  are 
necessarily  withheld. 

Further  comment  on 
the  subject  of  public 
versus  private  waters 

appears  unnecessary.  The  two  broads  most 
accessible  to  the  visitor  seeking  piko  fishing 
in  Norfolk,  and  most  likely  lo  yield  him 
sport,  are  Wroxham  and  Barton.  Both  of 
these  contain  large  fish,  and  beats  and  live- 
bait  are  generally  obtainable  at  very  moderate 
prices.  The  charge  for  fishing  Barton  is  2s.  6d. 
(exclusive  of  bait)  per  diem  if  a boat  is  hired 
from  the  keeper ; but  boats  can  be  hired  inde- 
pendently from  the  Staithe  at  an  extra  cost. 
Barton  can  be  reached  either  from  Wroxham 
station  (G.E.R.)  by  a three  or  four  mile  drive,  or 
from  Stalham  station  (Eastern  and  Midlands 
Railway),  a somewhat  shorter  distance.  Large, 
lively  bait  are  desirable  for  this  water,  as  it  is, 
in  its  main  extent,  too  weedy  for  pleasant  spin- 
ning, except  in  the  Ant  channel.  No  charge  is 
made  for  bottom  fishing.  Wroxham  broad  is  the 
deepest  and  least  weedy  of  the  broads,  and  con- 
tains a tolerable  number  of  large  pike,  and  is 
easily  accessible  by  boat  from  Wroxham  Bridge. 
The  lessee,  Mr.  Ellis,  makes  a charge  of  2s.  fid. 
per  day  for  fishing,  Is.  for  boat  if  hired  from 
him,  live-bait  extra.  The  broad  is  very  well 
cared  for,  and  no  effort  is  spared  by  Mr.  Ellis  to 
secure  for  his  patrons  a good  share  of  sport, 
flood  bottom  fishing  (perch  and  bream),  also  fly- 
fishing for  roach  or  rudd,  can  be  had  at  tho  same 
prices  in  the  summer  months.  This  broad  was 


sadly  neglected  for  many  years,  but  a better 
state  of  matters  now  prevails,  and  careful  watch- 
ing, abolition  of  “ liggering,’’  and  a strict  dose 
time  from  March  1st  to  about  August  31st  has 
already  done  much  towards  restoring  it  to  its 
pristine  piscatorial  excellence. 

Other  broads  for  piko  fishing,  where  tolerable 
sport  may  be  obtained,  are  iiickling,  Surlingham 
(on  the  Yare),  and  Oulton  Broad  in  Suffolk.  The 
co-operation  of  a professional  or  local  fisherman 
will  bo  particularly  serviceable,  if,  indeed,  not 
essential,  on  all  of  them  for  pike  and  bream 
fishing.  The  names  of-  such  can  probably  be 
ascertained  from  any  of  the  Norwich  tackle 
makers. 

The  best  hours  of  the  day  for  these  waters 
appear  to  be,  as  elsewhere,  from  sunrise  to  ten 
in  the  morning,  and  from  three  in  the  afternoon 
till  sunset.  During  tho  middle  of  the  day  the 
fish  generally  go  off  the  feed  entirely.  We  have 
made  the  experiment  of  spinning  by  moonlight, 
but  with  no  result,  although  possibly  other 
anglers  may  have  met  with  success  in  this 
direction.  That  pike  feed  greedily  on  bright 
moonlight  nights,  however,  is  an  undoubted  fact 
— witness  the  murderous  effect  of  “ liggers  ” — 
and  doubtless  the  lack  of  pport  referred  to  above 
was  due  to  the  ill-luck  which  too  often  will  befall 
the  fisherman  in  the  daytime  under  the  apparently 


A Corner  of  Oulton. 

most  favourable  circumstances,  when  the  stock 
has  become  somewhat  thin  or  the  water  much 
fished. 

The  much-discussed  point  of  a size  limit  for 
jack  is  a somewhat  ticklish  theme  for  anyone  to 
touch  upon  ; but  it  certainly  looks  as  if  it  is 
becoming  only  a question  of  time.  The  general 
feeling  of  the  majority  of  anglers  on  a river  or 
piece  of  water  where  it  is  not  an  absolutely  penal 
offence  to  retain  small  jack  runs  (not  altogether 
unreasonably)  somewhat  thus : I have  paid  for 
my  sport,  and  been  at  other  expense  besides.  If  I 
don’t  take  them,  someone  else  will  do  so  fast 
enough — so  what’s  the  use  of  my  pitching  them 
back  for  other  people’s  benefit  P And  so  the 
process  goes  on,  and  scores  of  fish  which  in  a 
few  years  would  have  become  veritable  “ rod 
benders  ” find  their  way  into  the  creel.  Complete 
spontaneous  unanimity  on  such  a point  cannot 
be  expected.  Your  veteran  sportsman  cares  only 
for  his  fifteen  and  twenty-pounders  ; your  equally 
zealous  but  less  ambitious  ‘‘  pot-fisher”  is  readily 
satisfied  with  the  4lb.,  51b.,  61b.,  or  71b.  fish;  while 
the  stealthy  poacher,  who  fishes,  snares,  liggers,  or 
snatches  for  the  sake  of  the  few  shillings  he  can 
obtain  for  his  captures,  spares  neither  big  nor 
little,  old  nor  young — literally  “ all  is  fish  that 
comes  to  his  net.”  Nothing  but  definite  and 
vigorous  legislative  action  by  fishery  boards, 


angling  associations,  or  river  protection  commis- 
sioners can  ever  mend  such  a condition  of  affairs. 
It  is  not  so  much  a question  of  a close  season, 
though  this  aspect  of  the  question  requires  full 
recognition.  Comparatively  few  fish  are  taken 
in  tho  deeper  waters  when  once  the  weather  has 
become  warm  and  food  is  more  plentiful  in  the 
rivers — it  is  in  the  shallow  dykes  and  pulks  that 
the  jack  are  snared  by  scores,  particularly  by  the 
rustics,  who  prefer  “ full  fish  ” to  any  other.  And 
it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  owners  and 
lessees  of  private  broads  are  (or  at  any  rate 
were)  afflicted  with  such  an  unexplainable  pen- 
chant for  “liggering.”  It  is  indisputably  true 
that  they  have  a perfect  right  to  do  what  they 
please  with  their  own;  but  it  certainly  does  seem 
rather  hard  upon  genuine  but  less  fortunately 
circumstanced  fishermen  that  nearly1  all  the  pike 
really  worth  having  should  be  drawn  out  of  the 
public  waters  into  these  quiet  retreats  (as  they 
most  indubitably  are,  especially  since  the  traffic 
on  the  Norfolk  rivers  has  so  enormously  in- 
creased) only  to  fatten  there  till  the  early  spring, 
and  then  to  perish  in  dozens,  too  frequently  not 
by  legitimate  angling,  but  by  the  wretched  and 
totally  unsportsmanlike  practice  of  wholesale 
liggering.  It  is  a fact  that  on  some  broads  of 
less  than  100  acres,  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  or  even 
Eeventy,  of  these  pike  traps  will  be  set  afloat  on 
a single  night,  and  we 
are  acquainted  with  one 
sheet  of  water  to  which 
(wehave been  informed) 
a cart  would  be  driven 
in  the  early  morning 
after  a “ night’s  ligger- 
ing,” to  convey  away 
the  load  of  slaughtered 
fish ! And  yet  this  cry 
of  closing  the  broads  to 
anglers  because  the  fish 
would  soon  all  be  killed 
off  ! Rather,  it  is  a 
source  of  wonder  that 
so  many  pike  remain, 
especially  keeping  in 
mind  that  the  pike  is 
not  so  prolific  a species 
as  the  non-predaceous 
fishes,  and  also,  when 
very  small,  is  preyed 
upon  to  a considerable 
extent  by  their  own 
kind. 

There  is  no  use  in 
blinking  the  fact  that, 
in  Norfolk  at  any  rate, 
pike  fishing  is  every 
year  becoming  a more 
and  more  expensive 

sport.  Proprietors  who 
care  neither  for  rod 

fishingnor  “liggering,” 
instead  of  giving  the 
free  and  cordial  leave 
that  was  granted  so 

readily  years  ago,  are  now  letting  their  waters 
for  considerable  rentals  for  the  mere  fishing 
rights  alone,  entirely  apart  from  the  reed 

cutting  and  shooting.  Quite  insignificant- 

looking weedy  sheets  of  water  will  let  for 
nice  sums,  and  the  merest  pools  or  pulks, 
of  which  a few  years  ago  an  owner  hardly  re- 
garded the  existence,  are  as  carefully  chained 
or  gated  as  if  they  were  prime  preserves.  It 
is  unfortunately  true  that  a great  deal  of  all 
this  is  owing  to  the  objectionable  behaviour 
of  too  many  of  the  summer  visitors,  some 
of  whom,  when  they  find  themselves  at 
a long  distance  from  their  own  district, 
conduct  themselves  in  a manner  hardly  credible 
to  anyone  who  has  not  been  an  eye  witness  of 
their  proceedings  ; but  let  us  say  at  once,  for  the 
honour  of  “ the  craft,”  such  people  are  rarely 
anglers.  Unhappily  for  the  latter  class,  however, 
little  trouble  is  taken  to  discriminate  between  the 
two  sets  of  visitors,  and  the  irritated  proprietor, 
with  the  memory  of  many  violations  of  courtesy 
and  good  manners,  and  even  decency,  revived  by 
some  fresh  incident,  not  unnaturally,  declares  at 
last  he  will  be  worried  no  longer  over  tho  matter, 
but  close  “ the  broad  ” henceforth  and  for  ever 
to  everyone  save  his  most  privato  and  particular 
friends,  and  keeps  his  word. 

These  aro  plain  words,  and  will  very  probably 


cause  dissatisfaction  in  some  quarters,  as  home 
truths  but  rarely  please ; but  nevertheless  they 
are  simple  facts,  which  any  unprejudiced  or  dis- 
interested angler  who  has  a real  knowledge  ot 
the  district  will  hardly  deny.  Let  us,  however, 
also  regard  the  brighter  side  of  the  picture  from 
the  purely  angling  point  of  view.  There  is  a 
steadily  growing  feeling  among  local  fishermen, 
that  the  taking  of  undersized  fish  by  orthodox  or 
unorthodox  means  is  a practice  to  be  heartily 
discouraged  (and  one  which,  to  their  credit,  has 
been  tabooed  by  some  of  the  Norfolk  angling 
clubs  and  lessees  of  fishing),  and  we  can  surely 
confidently  look  forward  to  a day  when  the  desire 
of  the  ever-increasing  body  of  anglers  for  legiti- 
mate and  satisfactory  sport  will  render  more 
successful  than  hitherto  an  appeal  to  their  pockets 
for  the  purpose  of  renting,  preserving,  and  even, 
if  necessary,  stocking  and  developing,  at  least 
some  few  of  the  thousands  of  acre3  of  angling 
waters  which  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
afford. 


AMONG  THE  CONGER. 


The  charm  peculiar  to  night  fishing  is  appre- 
ciated by  comparatively  few  amateurs.  The  noise- 
less darkness  wrapping  even  the  nearest  headlands, 
broken  only  by  the  weird  whisper  of  catspaws 
that  caress  the  boat,  the  soughing  of  the  breeze 
in  the  rigging,  and  the  hoarse  blowing  of  por- 
poises all  round,  all  help  to  fix  a night’s  congering 
on  one’s  memory. 

At  six  in  the  evening  my  boatman  and  I leave 
the  harbour  and  run  out  on  the  Cornish  sea,  over 
which,  scarce  an  hour  since,  glided  near  a hundred 
pilchard  smacks.  There  they  lie  out  to  the  east- 
ward, bobbing  at  the  end  of  their  nets  even  now 
being  shot  on  the  favourite  grounds  out  beyond 
Penaer  and  Penthen  (St.  Meva,  forgive  my  ortho- 
graphy!), and  half-way  to  Fowey. 

All  we  have  aboard  by  way  of  bait  is  a large 
squid,  but  ere  long  one  of  the  nets  will  be  hauled, 
and  we  can  get  half  a hundred  pilchards  for  six- 
pence. While  we  are  waiting  for  the  welcome 
darkness,  George  regales  me  with  encouraging 
yarns  about  the  numbers  of  wrecks  that  have 
lately  disfigured  this  ironbound  coast ; and,  by 
way  of  introducing  a more  genial  topic,  assures 
me  that  we  shall  not  catch  much ; that  it  is 
already  blowing  a capful,  the  wind  rising  higher 
every  moment,  very  “ mucky  ” outside,  &c. 

The  friendly  skipper  is,  in  fact,  depicting  a 
grey  and  cheerless  prospect  of  a very  uncomfort- 
able night,  perhaps  in  the  sneaking  hope  that  I 
may  order  the  boat  back  to  port.  But  I give  not 
the  faintest  encouragement,  for  I have  heard 
wonders  of  the  eely  places  between  this  and 
•Fowey,  and  we  are  well  wrapped  up,  and  there  s a 
good  keg  aboard  for  him  that  thirsteth  or  feeleth 
cold.  _ 

At  last,  here  is  a net  hauling  not  fifty  yards 
away,  and  fifty  flashing  pilchards  are  transferred 
to  our  boat  for  the  modest  sum  of  sixpence.  Out 
come  the  lines,  two  apiece,  each  with  a great  lead 
and  murderous  hooks  served  with  wire  on  gimp 
as  stout  as  a large  straw. 

In  a few  minutes  we  are  as  near  the  conger 
ground  as  guesswork  and  darkness  admit  of. 
Over  goes  the  grapnel,  and  out  run  eight  fathoms 
of  rope.  The  little  mizen  is  left  up  to  keep  us 
bead  to  wind,  for  a little  pitching  is  by  no  means 
unpleasant,  whereas  a long  side  roll  is  distinctly 
distressing. 

In  about  ten  minutes  my  starboard  line  is 
apparently  fast  in  the  rock,  bub  I am  glad  to  find 
the  pseudo  rock  amenable  to  a little  gentle  strain, 
and  after  a good  deal  of  straining  aud  splashing 
over  the  gunwale,  I have  a good  five  feet  of 
conger  squirming  in  the  stern  sheets,  a pretty- 
sized fish,  which,  after  a good  deal  of  medical 
treatment  with  a couple  of  “ conger  hammers,”  is 
sufficiently  quiet  to  bo  unhooked  and  weighed,  and 
runs  the  steelyard  easily  down  to  20lb.,  the  highest 
which  the  instrument  registers.  I have,  for  the 
sake  of  my  boatman,  who  sells  each  day’s  fish  for 
what  he  can  get,  to  resist  a sore  temptation  to 
cut  Mr.  Eel  in  two,  and  get  his  exact  weight,  and 
mentally  put  him  down  at  251b.  at  least.  This 
first  fish,  as  often  happens,  was  the  finest  we  got 
the  whole  night.  As  soon  as  my  line  is  overboard 
again,  George  finds  a couple  of  fish  for’ard, 
which  have  been  friendly  enough  to  get  hooked, 
one  on  the  port,  the  other  on  the  starboard  side, 


and  then  meet  in  a wild  embrace,  entangling  the 
lines  under  the  lceel.  Fortunately  they  are  both 
small  fish,  probably  males,  and  are  easily  hauled 
in  the  same  side. 

And  so  we  fish  for  several  hours,  when,  shortly 
before  eleven,  the  moon  struggles  out,  and  we 
put  out  a couple  of  drift  lines  for  pollack.  Ere 
ten  minutes  have  elapsed  there  is  a fish  on  each, 
and  this  occurs  throughout  the  rest  of  our  stay 
on  the  ground  whenever  the  moon  is  uncovered, 
so  that  our  basket  at  length  included  eleven  nice 
pollack,  each  of  4lb.  or  51b.,  and  would  doubtless 
have  included  twice  as  many  had  the  sky  been  less 

overcast.  _ 

By  twelve  most  of  the  pilchard  boats,  SLxty  oi 
seventy  in  all,  have  hauled  their  nebs,  aud  aie 
running  for  Chapel  Point.  A few,  however, 
remain  at  anchor  for  conger,  and  their  presence 
makes  us  feel  less  lonely. 

One  rings  out  from  some  clock  in  Charlestown. 
The  gulls,  which  a short  while  since  were  screech- 
ing rancorously  round  the  pilchard  boats,  are  now 
hushed  and  at  rest  on  the  ledges  and  crannies  of 
the  Black  Head.  I am  feeling  drowsy,  and  the 
conger  have  not  been  biting  so  well  since  the  ebb 
tide  slackened  half  an  hour  or  so  back.  I lie 
down  in  the  stern  sheets,  holding  one  line  round 
each  forefinger,  and  look  up  at  the  flying  clouds, 
and  think  how  long  it  will  take  them  to  get  to 
Jersey,  where  there  is  such  splendid  congering. 
And  my  thoughts  run  away — 'and  so  nearly  do 
half  my  fingers,  for  one  of  the  lines  has  gone 
crazy. 

But  the  fish  is  still  on,  and  at  last  comes 
boiling  up  to  the  surface. 

Evidently,  with  the  slackened  tide,  our  boat 
has  drifted  over  on  to  the  stony  ground,  so  we 
weigh  anchor  and  get  back  to  port  before  four 
with  a goodly  cargo  of  conger  and  pollack,  aud  a 
mighty  longing  for  bed.  P-  G.  Aflalo 


OTAGO  ACCLIMATISATION  SOCIETY 


ENGLISH  SALMON. 

The  experiment  of  keeping  Eaglish  salmon  in 
confinement  by  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society, 
has  been  attended  with  only  partial  success. 

In  the  latter  end  of  1884  some  six  of  the  New 
Zealand  Acclimatisation  Societies  jointly  contri- 
buted towards  defraying  the  expense  of  bringing 
a shipment  of  salmon  ova  from  Scotland,  and 
Mr.  S.  C.  Farr,  of  the  Canterbury  Society,  was 
despatched  to  superintend  the  collecting  and 
packing,  and  to  bring  the  ova  out  to  New 
Zealand. 

He  was  successful  in  collecting  from  the 
Tweed  184,000  ova.  Of  these  165,000  were  packed 
in  six  cases  for  the  various  societies  interested, 
and  the  remainder  in  other  cases.  These  six 
cases  were  constructed  from  his  own  design, 
which  enabled  him  to  get  at  the  ova  with  little 
difficulty,  and  overhaul  them  at  his  pleasure  on 
the  passage  out.  -.  ,, 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  188o,  Mr.  Farr 
arrived  with  his  charge  in  the  ss.  Kaikouva.  On 
the  6th  of  that  month  we  received  one  of  these 
cases,  numbered  5,  which  contained  -j201,  of 
these  3930  were  good. 

Out  of  this  lot  3700  fry  were  hatched  at  Opoho, 
and  when  about  two  years  old  were  tr  ansferred  to 
Clinton,  and  were  subsequently,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  116,  liberated  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Waiwera.  These  116  were  kept  in  confinement 
as  an  experiment,  and  in  1888  they  yielded  a 
small  number  of  eggs,  out  of  which  some  300  fry 
were  hatched.  After  this  they  gave  various 
numbers  of  ova  every  year  up  to  20,000.  They 
were  kept  in  a pond  varying  in  depth  up  to  5ft., 
with  a plentiful  supply  of  well  aerated  water, 
and  fed  on  fresh  meat  and  maggots.  They  were 
very  stunted  in  growth,  the  largest  would  not  be 
more  than  18  inches  long,  and  about  2,jlb,  in 
weight.  The  operation  of  stripping  was  very 
severe  on  the  fish,  the  eggs  being  as  large  as 
those  of  a full  grown  river  fish,  and  it  required 
in  some  cases  great  and  unnatural  pressure  to 
bring  the  eggs  away,  which,  in  my  opinion,  must 
have,  in  some  instances,  proved  injurious  to  the 
fish,  and  which  may  account  for  their  gradual 
decrease,  until  1894  they  numbered  about  40.  In 
July  of  this  year  a number  of  them  were  affected 
with  fungous  after  they  had  been  stripped,  and  the 
lot  were  given  their  liberty,  but  I am  doubtful  if 
they  will  do  any  good. 


Of  their  progeny  we  have  retained  on  hand 
150  three-year-olds  and  400  one-year-olds.  I may 
say  that  there  has  been  always  a considerable  per 
centage  of  unfertilized  eggs  amongst  those 
obtained  from  the  salmon  in  confinement,  bub 
this  is  more  or  less  perceptible  amongst  the  ova 
of  all  the  varieties  of  the  Salmonidcn  kept  in  con- 
finement. ')EAr,S'  , 

D.  Russell  {Hon.  /Sec.). 

Clinton,  N.Z.,  August  18,  1894. 

Dexe  Sir, — Under  separate  cover  I am  sending 
you  a small  parcel  containing  salmon  ova  taken 
from  the  fish  that  were  reared  from  the  ova 
received  from  Scotland  some  ten  years  ago.  i be 
salmon  have  been  kept  in  a pond  about  L>yds. 
square  and  5ft.  deep  in  the  centre.  They  were 
generally  ready  for  spawning  the  end  ot  May 
and  June.  A certain  proportion  every  year 
seemed  never  to  get  over  the  stripping  process, 
probably  owing  to  the  size  of  the  eggs  in  propor- 
tion to  the  size  of  the  fish.  The  ova  sent  is  the 
last  taken,  as  a fungous  disease  attacked  t be 
salmon  shortly  after  the  last  stripping,  and  they 
w ere  turned  out.  I may  mention  that  the  ova  from 
these  fish  is  much  superior  to  what  we  received 
from  Scotland  two  years  ago,  and  ^e  fry  reared 
from  them  were  very  delicate;  in  fact,  they  bad 
to  be  turned  out  as  early  as  possible,  tbe 
mortality  was  so  great  in  the  hatching  boxes. 
The  fry  of  our  own  were  very  healthy  and  easily 
reared,  the  smolts  from  7in.  to  9in.  being  perfect 
beauties.  Inclosed  you  have  our  manager  s (Mr. 
Deans)  report  since  he  received  the  ova.  Anglers 
on  the  streams  that  the  .fry  were  put  into  would 
catch  the  smoLs  up  to  the  first  week  m 
December,  after  which  time  they  disappeared, 
but  we  can’t  say  that  a real  grilse  or  salmon  has 
been  got  after  their  return  from  the  sea. 

All  round  the  coast  of  the  South  Island  of  New 
Zealand  there  are  trout  up  to  301b.  in  weight. 
The  largest  known  to  us  is  one  of  341b.,  caugbt  m 
a net  in  Otago  Harbour,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
larger  may  have  been  got,  as  fishermen  run  the 
risk  of  being  prosecuted  if  found  with  trout  i 

their  possession.  . 

The  following  are  extracts  from  letters  from 
a keen  observer.  Mr.  F.  Sandagu,  lighthouse 
keeper  at  Moeraki : — 

11  To  Mr  G.  M.  Thomson,  High  School, 
Dunedin.  Dec.  12, 1892.-I  have  just  examined 
for  the  first  time  one  oE  the  salmonotds  1 wrote 
about  last  year.  It  was  a female  fish,  healthy  m 
every  particular,  of  beautiful  colour,  and  weig  - 
ingat  least  151b.  It  measured  2 ft.  73m.  (total 
length).  The  fish  was  distended  with  ova, 
which  extended  on  the  slightest  pressure,  and  1 
collected  some,  which  is  now,  in  spirits,  tbe  bs 
being  again  given  its  liberty.’ 

On  Dec.  17,  1892,  to  the  same  party  he  says:— 

“ Some  of  the  larger  fish  must  weigh  close  on 
301b.,  and  I fully  believe  them  to  be  salmon.  Every 
fine  day  when  the  wind  is  from  the  N.E.,  and 
light,  the  fish  can  be  seen  close  in  shore  in  great 
numbers,  and  they  are  certainly  getting  more 
numerous  every  year,  and  range  in  size  from  8m. 

up  to  over  3ft.”  , 

The  society  sent  Mr.  Sandagu  a /r,in.  mesn 
net  to  try  and  get  some  specimens,  and  on 
July  20,  1893,  he  writes  to  the  society  as 

follows:—  . 

“ The  weather  has  been  so  stormy  since  1 got 
the  net,  I have  had  no  chance  of  catching  a fish. 
Last  year  salmonoids  wore  here  in  hundreds  at 
this  time,  also  butter  fish.  This  year  both  fash 
were  plentiful  up  till  the  middle  of  December, 
but  are  scarce  at  present.  That  the  weather  has 
something  to  do  with  it  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
they  begin  to  gather  when  a warm  day  comes 

with  a light  breeze  from  the  N E.” 

The  society  got  a couple  of  the  fish  Irom  Mr. 
Sandagu,  but  they  were  just  the  same  as  we  get 
in  our  large  rivers,  they  weighed  151b.  and  l^lb. 
Moeraki  Lighthouse  is  situate  on  the  east  coast 
of  the  South  Island.  The  nearest  streams 
are  the  Shag  River,  six  mile3  south  of  hght- 
house,  and  the  ICakamu,  sixteen  miles  north  o 
lighthouse,  neither  of  which  are  large  rivers. 
The  nearest  large  river  is  the  Waitake,  thirty- 
two  miles  north  of  lighthouse. 

I think  we  may  safely  argue  that  at  many  other 
parts  of  the  coast  the  fish  congregate  as  at 
Moeraki.  Odd  fish  are  at  times  taken  on  the  west 
coast.  A few  years  ago,  when  the  Lyttloton 
Dock  was  emptied,  a trout  of  24lb.  was  found  in 


582 


TIIE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  15,  1894 


it.  On  December  12  Mr.  S&ndagu  writes  that  ho 
handled  a 151b.  fish  full  of  ripe  ova.  On  the  18th 
ol  this  month  an  angler  (:aiiKht  a 6|lb.  trout  in 

the  Water  ol  Leith,  which  runs  into  the  Otago 
Harbour,  and  it  was  full  of  spawn.  The  general 
time  for  spawning  is  from  May  to  August,  when 
wo  collect  the  ova  for  the  hatcheries.  Anglers 
catch  fresh  run  fish  in  our  largo  rivers  during  the 
whole  of  the  fish  frig  season,  ( ictobor  1 to  April  15, 
to  a few  miles  above  high  tide  level,  but  it  may 


lie  bo  lore  they  make  for  the  spawning  beds  inland. 
Jins  society  purposes  next  spawning  season 
to  make  an  obstruction  on  one  of  our  best  spawn- 
mg  tributaries  and  examine  the  running  fish 
carefully.  We  turn  out  annually  Loch  Leven, 
Scotch  burn,  American  brook,  and  brown  trout 
try  in  large  numbers,  but  it  is  vory  seldom  a 
distinctive  kind  is  caught  over  11b.  in  weight. 
In  our  inland  tributaries  trout  are  perhaps  more 
numerous  than  formerly,  but  anglers  are  com- 
plaining that  they  do  not  catch  so  many  big  ones 
as  lormerly;  41b.  to  61b.  are  considered  good 
ones  now,  whereas  61b.  to  121b.  at  one  time  was 
considered  top,  that  is  in  the  smaller  streams 
running  into  the  large  rivers  emptying  into  the 
sea.  The  greatest  proportion  of  our  fry  turned 
out  every  year  are  from  large  fish,  which  come 
out  ot  the  large  rivers  into  the  tributaries  to 
spawn  and  probably  they  make  for  the  rivers 
after  obtaining  a certain  size,  as  the  salmon 
smolts  do  at  home.  Is  it  not  possible  that  New 
Zealand  in  the  future  can  claim  to  have  a salmon 
ot  her  own  ,J  A fresh  run  fish  of  a pink  colour  eat 
as  well  as  any  salmon.  We  have  also  in  one  of 
our  large  rivers,  the  Mollyneux,  a fish  that  goes 
to  the  sea  ot  a cream  colour,  which  are  almost  as 
good  as  the  pink  ones  if  fresh  run. 

Trusting  I have  not  wearied  you  with  this 
scroll,  I remain,  yours  faithfully, 

j.  D.  Russell  (Hon.  Sec.) 

Dunedin,  New  Zealand,  Oct.  22,  1894. 
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SOME  CHARACTERISTICS  OF 
POPULAR  FAVOURITE. 

Our  mutual  and  much  respected  friend  the 
roach  does  not  appear  to  be  so  injuriously  aff  ected 
as  some  other  fish  are  by  impurity  and  slowness 
ot  pace  of  the  element  which  he  inhabits. 
Rrovidmg  he  can  find  for  a short  time  a gentle 
flow  ot  water  m which  to  cleanse  himself  after 
spawning,  he  does  not  object  to  a proportion  of 
contamination.  His  motto  would  seem  to  be, 

Not  too  much  sewage,  but  just  sewage  enough,” 
and  he  is  assisted  to  its  realisation,  in  too  many 
instances,  by  local  authorities  who  arrogate  to 
themselves  such  titles  as  “ boards  of  health  ” (?), 
c C'  "■  the  roach,  of  all  the  tribes  found  in 

our  inland  waters,  appears  to  resemble  the 
cockney3  who  seek  him,  in  his  comparative 
indifference  to  unhealthy  conditions,  and  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  continues  to  live  and  thrive, 
m spite  of  difficulties  under  which  less  hardy  fish 
and  men  succumb.  For  example,  the  Colne 
probably  never  produced  larger  or  better-condi- 
tioned roach  than  those  which  were  to  be  captured 
at  the  famous  “Shoulder  of  Mutton”  swim  at 
. est , ray ton,  in  Godfrey’s  time,  when,  as 
recorded  by  Greville  Fennell,  the  sewage  of 
after  so-called  deodorisation,  was  per- 
mitted to  flow  into  the  river,  and  thus  filled  the 
noles  with  offensive  mud. 

Again,  although  bream  are  fairly  plentiful  in 
the  waters  near  London,  successful  angling  for 
them  really  requires  copious  baiting-up  with 
worms,  which  few  of  us  can  spare  time  and  money 
to  accomplish ; and  fewer  still  care  to  risk  the 
probability  of  finding  some  earlier  riser  or  better 
pedestrian  in  possession  of  our  baited  swim  and 
reaping  the  harvest  of  onr  sowing.  Previous 
baiting  lor  roach,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be 
so  necessary  or  remunerative  in  our  severely- 
hshed  waters.  Hence,  the  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances recorded  is  largely  responsible  for 
making  and  keeping  the  roach  first  favourite  in 
what  is  termed  the  industrial  portion  of  the 
metropolis ; and  hence  too,  he  it  is  that  helps  us 
oftener  than  any  other  fish  to  win  copper  kettles, 
tackle-cases,  fat  geese,  and  so  on,  and  thus  affords 
us  some  plausible  excuse  for  our  absences  from 
home,  for  waking  the  household  before  the  day  is 
properly  aired,  for  dropping  gentles  in  the  butter, 
and  bran  all  over  the  kitchen  floor. 

Clayr  Kenwal. 


A NOVICE’S  LESSON  IN  ROACH 
FISHING. 

To  allay  my  friend’s  impatience,  as  no  paste  or 
ground-bait  has  yet  been  made,  two  gentles  are  placed 
on  his  book,  a No.  11  Crystal,  and  I watch  his  float 
travel  down  the  swim  without  impediment  from  fish,  but 
with  many  jerks  and  risings  caused  by  my  untrained 
Pupil,  who  does  not  at  once  catch  the  correct  knack  of 
bo  handling  his  rod  that  the  top  could,  if  necessary 
bo  dropped  on  the  float  at  any  part  of  its  course’ 
Next  swim  down,  although  he  avoids  the  same  fault' 
he  goes  to  the  opposite  extreme.  The  float  cer- 
tainly pursues  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  with  rod- 
top  in  attendance,  but  so  low^  down  that  several 
inches  of  the  strike-line  touch  the  water;  consequently 
when  a “ thunder-and-lightning  knock  ” takes  the  white 
speck  out  of  sight,  the  human  response  to  the  fishy 
load- oft  is  just  too  late,  and  small  dace  or  bleak  score 
a full  point  in  the  encounter,  and  reduces  the  gentle i to 
mere  scraps  of  skin.  At  last  the  happy  medium  is 
attained  between  holding  backward  and  obstructive 
following  of  the  float : it  now  goes  as  if  unconnected 
with  the  rod,  but  its  slightest  downward  movement 
serves  to  straighten  the  line,  and  the  answering  strike 
is  therefore  sure  and  free  from  violence. 

The  bread  having  been  now  sufficiently  soaked,  it  is 
taken  up  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  water  squeezed 
from  it  The  bran  bag  from  my  kit  is  opened,  the  wet 
bread  placed  therein  and  worked  up  with  some  of  the 
bran  until  two  tough  balls  are  produced  of  a well-incor- 
porated mixture,  in  which  no  white  patches  of  bread 
could  be  found.  An  arrowroot  biscuit,  with  all  the  out- 
sid©  brown  scrap©d  away,  is  now  crumblGd  up  in  a pi©c© 
of  clean  white  rag,  and,  after  holding  it  in  the  water  long 
enough  to  saturate  all  the  pieces,  it  is  taken  out  as 
much  water  as  possible  pressed  from  it,  and,  still  in’  the 
rag,  it  is  kneaded  until  a smooth,  clean,  doughy  paste 
results.  r 

Sweetness  and  cleanliness  of  these  baits  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  success.  Therefore,  in  warm  weather  it  is 
far  better  to  make  them  just  before  they  are  wanted  for 
use.  Overnight  making  of  ground- bait  will  do  well 
enough  in  autumn  and  winter,  and  is  then  a saving  of 
time,  but  paste  is  always  more  attractive  when  quite 
freshly  made. 

The  popular  hook  and  ground  baits  being  now  ready 
I seat  myself  at  my  swim,  and  my  friend  elects  to  be 
a looker-on  for  a time.  The  5ft.  Gin.  of  line  on  my  rod  is 
long  enough  for  the  4ft.  depth  of  water  to  be  operated 
on,  but  is  just  a little  too  short  for  convenience  in 
baiting  &c.,  so  the  rod  is  divided  at  the  third  joint 
down  from  the  top,  giving  a length  which  then 
brings  the  hook  within  comfortable  reach.  Now  placing 
a piece  of  ground  bait  about  the  size  of  a walnut  round 
th©  hook,  I got  it  out  to  the  top  of  th©  swim  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  about  to  ascertain  the  depth.  Of  course, 
such  a large  piece  of  ground  bait  is  not  now  intended  to 
stop  on  the  hook,  but  is  jerked  off  by  the  motion  of 
striking  as  soon  as  it  reaches  the  bottom,  the  object 
being  to  avoid  heavy  splashes^  and  to  form  alon°-  the 
swnn  a tram  in  true  gunpowder  plot  fashion,  but  of 
bread  and  bran,  over  which  the  baited  hook  will  exactly 
follow.  For  ground  baiting  bright,  gently  flowing 
streams  this  is  a better  plan  than  throwing  in  the 
pieces,  for  however,  accurate  a thrower  one  may  be  a 
few  false  shots  are  sure  to  occur,  and  then  the  fish  are 
satisfied  instead  of  being  made  inquisitively  hungry. 

Disjointing  the  rod  as  before  brings  again  between  my 
fingers  the  hook  specially  chosen  because  of  the  extreme 
clearness  of  the  water  and  brightness  of  the  sky— it  is  a 
No.  11  round  bend.  The  paste  lying  in  my  bag,  well 
°tat.,of,the  san  8 glare,  is  now  requisitioned,  and  a piece 
or  it  placed  on  the  hook,  just  large  enough  to  cover  the 
shank  and  bend,  leaving  the  point  free,  but  invisible. 
Next,  immediately  above  this,  and  almost  hiding  it,  is 
squeezed  on  the  hook  length  a piece  of  ground  bait 
about  tlie  size  of  two  horse  beans,  and  the  seductive 
arrangement  is  carefully  got  out  into  the  swim  exactly 
as  before  described. 

My  float,  having  done  with  trial  trips,  now  starts 
on  its  first  voyage,  on  which  “ business  only  is 
meant,  as  they  say  in  other  branches  of  sport — 
vide  Bell’s  Life— and  strict  attention  is  devoted  to 
all  its  movements.  Its  fine  tip  is  at  first  only  just 
discernible  owing  to  the  weight  of  the  ground  bait,  but 
in  a short  time  the  action  of  the  stream  loosens  and 
washes  away  the  bread  and  bran,  the  white  top  reappears 
above  the  surface,  and  sails  away  serenely  enough,  until 
a gradual  stoppage  of  its  movement— as  if  the  water  had 
ceased  to  flow— induces  me  to  strike,  and  the  hook  is 
fast  m a fish  which  has  probably  followed  the  ground 
bait  and  paste  from  the  commencement  of  the  swim, 
and  lias  at  last  made  up  its  hesitating  mind  to  try 
bisouit,  suspecting  nothing  of  the  compulsory  second 
course  of  steel.  A few  plunges  on  the  bottom,  and 
a bolt  towards  mid-stream,  promptly  met  by  lower- 
lng  the  butt,  which  coaxes  the  prey  baoic  again 
under  the  point  of  the  rod,  and  soon  the  dis- 
jointing proeos3  is  repeated,  and  a good  fib.  roach 
brought  to  the  landing  not.  He  is  unhooked  and  placed 
in  a damp  bag  in  the  sedges,  and  after  re-baiting,  swim 
number  two  is  taken.  'This  time  distinct  pecks  at  the 
ground-bait  aro  quickly  indicated  by  gentle  joggings  of 
the  float,  which  much  sooner  rights  itself  in  consequence  ; 
but  a alight  rise  showing  the  merest  streak  of  its  black 
body  again  gives  the  signal  to  strike,  and  the  bending 
rod-top  donotesthe  fate  of  a companion  to  the  firivt  victim. 
My  friend  tells  me  that  in  neither  of  these  cases  has  ho 
noticed  any  movement  of  my  float,  so  I explain  to  him 
what  I saw  and  acted  upon  while  he  was  oxpeoting  only 
the  downward  disappearance  of  the  tell-tale — that  sure 
and  comforting  sign  to  the  novice,  but  which  does  not 
by  any  moans  always  donoto  the  bite  of  a good  fish.  As 


if  to  illustrate  this  fact  my  float  does  not  oovor  half 
of  its  next  journey  before  it  suddenly  shoots  down,  aB 
if  intent  upon  fixing  itfitfff  in  the  river  hyd,  and  with- 
out needing  the  net  tffbre  comes  to  hand  a bright, 
graceful  little  dace,  just  the  size  for  a jack  bait,  if 
this  wore  the  proper  season,  but  no  credit  to  club 
tray  or  frying-pan  ; so  without  injury  he  is  dropped 
gently  into  the  river  to  attain,  in  dne  course,  the 
proportions  of  his  many  heavy  and  wily  relatives  still 
at  large. 

Novice  is  eneonragi  d by  my  success  to  try  some  of 
my  bait  on  his  own  account,  but  as  it  is  now  hot  midday 
the  fish  only  feed  very  shyly,  and  the  constant  un- 
shipping of  the  rod  without  addition  to  the  bag  exhausts 
the  patience  at  present  at  learner’s  command,  so  he 
gladly  assents  to  my  proposal  for  a walk.  Chum  in  the 
boat,  who  has  done  very  little  since  breakfast,  is  roused 
from  a lazy  reverie  and  requested  to  give  an  eye  to  our 
belongings  for  a short  time,  and  we  two  on  shore  turn 
onr  backs  on  the  river  until  we  reach  the  lock  pre- 
viously mentioned  ; recrossing  it,  we  gain  the  towing- 
path,  and  walking  down  stream  soon  arrive  opposite 
the  mill,  within  a stone’s  throw  of  our  own  pitch,  but 
with  the  navigation  intervening.  Just  here  there  are 
three  of  the  very  best  swims  in  the  open  portion  of  the 
Lea,  and  during  the  finer  part  of  the  year  grand  roach  , 
and  dace,  and  occasionally  trout,  are  captured 
from  them.  The  depth  is  from  5ft.  to  7ft.,  with  a 
rather  strong  current,  necessitating  the  use  of  a 
float  carrying  as  many  shot3  as  my  taper  quill, 
but  surely  not  the  heavy  green  and  white  cork- 
bodied monstrosity  now  being  used  by  an  angler  at  the 
first  of  these  swims.  While  reviewing  operations  at  a 
respectful  distance,  my  pupil’s  special  attention  is 
drawn  to  what  I consider  to  be  grave  departures  from 
the  true  canons  of  roach  fishing  as  committed  by  the 
possessor  of  this  heavy  float.  Large  pieces  of  ground  bait 
are  thrown  in  with  little  or  no  regard  to  the  pace  of  the 
stream,  or  the  possibility  of  the  baited  hook  following 
the  course  of  attraction  lying  out  of  our  sight  on  j;he 
river  bed,  but  never  out  of  mind  of  those  anglers  who 
are  most  successful.  Several  times  the  brown  loosely- 
kneaded  mixture  is  thrown  quite  out  of  reach  of  the 
rod’s  point,  and  then  the  mistake  is  sought  to  be 
remedied  by  a preliminary  wave  of  the  rod  over ' the 
water  to  gain  the  impetus  necessary  for  swinging  the 
heavily-weighted  line  well  out  in  front,  the  rod’s  violent, 
movement  under  the  unclouded  sky  being  followed  by  a 
splash  well  calculated  to  scare  a shark,  and  before  any 
timid  denizens  of  fresh  water  could  possibly  regain  suffix 
cient  confidence  to  approach  the  large,  eluijxsy  bunch  of 
gentles  presented  for  their  acceptance,,  the  end  of  the 
swim  is  reached,  the  line  is  awkwardly  jerked  out,  and 
the  whole  performance  repeated.  Fine  exercise,  per- 
haps, for  muscles  of  back  and  arm3,  but  very  little  likely 
to  yield  sport  at  all  proportionate  to  the  labour  involved. 

Whatever  small  chance  this  mistaken  angler  would 
otherwise  possess  is  being  spoilt  by  .the  next  man  below 
him,  who  is  standing  up,  and— wonder  of  wonders  fyjr 
the  Lea — using  a Nottingham  rod . and  running  line. 
Assisted  by  the  stream,  which  flows  stronger  on  the 
opposite  side  under  the  camp-sheathing,  this  second  man 
gets  his  float  to  travel  fairly  well  whenever  he  can  throw 
far  enough  out ; but  his  efforts,  too  oftpn  result  in  a 
tangle  of  the  fine  silk  line,  and  consequent  mis-throw, 
Under  favourable  circumstances,  on  a.  .week  day,,  the 
wielder  of  the  short  rod  would  have  the  whole  of  thie 
corner  to  himself,  and  would  then  be' able  to  take  a.  swim 
long  enough  to  reach  fish  which,  had  not  been  frightened 
by  the  fall  of  his  necessarily  heavy  tackle,  or  had  had 
time  to  forget  it,  and  a good  trout,  possibly,  or  daoe 
almost  certainly,  would  fall  to  his -share.  As.  it  iajift 
only  succeeds  in  bringing  an  extremely  sour  look  to  dike 
face  of  No.  1 on  his  left,  who,  according  to  the  perverse 
rale  governing  such  cases,  considers  himself  tan  in  jured 
person.  The  red-tipped  pelican  quill  rides  .along  until 
with  a wash-making  sweep  it  is  arrested  some, distance 
below  a third  angler,  past  whom  it  is  drawn  with  ranch, 
further  disturbance  f the  water. 

One  glance  at  example  No.  3 recalls  to  memory  the 
day,  some  twenty-three  years  ago,  when  I-  first  s,aev 
him  catching  roach  from  the  banks  of  what  is  now 
known  as  Tagg’s  Island,  situated,  in  the  Thames ;;tusf 
above  Molesey  Lock  and  Weir.  Time  has  .dealt  very 
gently  with  him  judging  from  appearances,  ahd  bag, 
if  possible,  added  to  his  skill.  Seated,  low  down,  a 
nice  patch  of  weed  in  the  river  just  in  front  having 
guided  him  in  his  choioe,  he  is  fishing  harder  that! 
either  of  the  other  two  worthies,  although , his  move? 
ments  would  give  no  hint  cf  the  fact  to  a,  casual 
observer.  He  does  not  attempt  any  muscle-straining 
feats,  but  employing  extremely  fine  .tackle,  in 
which  the  orthodox  deadly  black  small  float1  and  short 
“strike”  are  specially  noticeable,  all  his  actions 
are  subdued,  are  of  that  stealthy  nature  which 
would  be  necessary  in  placing  the  proverbial  pinch  of 
salt  on  an  uncaged  sparrow’s  tail.  Just  as  we  conic  up 
to  him  he  baits  his  hook  with  white  paste,  squeezes  a 
filbert-size  piece  of  ground-bait  on  the  shots,  then  with- 
out waving  or  throwing  he  simply  lowers  the  line  to  the 
head  of  the  swim,  and  holds  the  .rod  still  for  a few 
seconds  to  allow  the  ground-bail  to  flake  off  by  action  of 
the  current ; the  float  is  then  allowed  to  start  on  its 
course,  attended  steadily  by  the  rod  liko  hawk  over 
wood  pigeon,  and  at  the  moment  a breoze  springs  Up 
rippling  tho  surfaco  of  the  stream  and  affording  further 
cover  for  angler  and  his  apparatus,  float  vanishes,  rodr 
top  arches  over,  and  after  a severe  but  exciting  struggle 
tho  best  roaoh  of  the  day  so  far  is  lauded  without  the 
othor  two  anglers  wo  have  passed  Having  become  aware 
of  tho  fact,  ho  coolly  and  quietly  ban  everything  been 
accomplished.  From  “ Roaot  Fishing  in  the  l.en 
Stylo.”  By  Clayr  Konwal. 
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JSjsT  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
of  the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  given  below 

S30  min.  for  Chelsea.  r 55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

45  „ „ Hammer-  Add  < 85  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  / ham. 

50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  he  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday, 

Dec. 

15  

Morning. 

3.16  

Evening. 

Sunday, 

16  

4.  4 

4.31 

Monday, 

17  

4.56  

5.21 

Tuesday 

18  

5.48  

6.16 

Wednesday, 

19  

6.43  

7.12 

Thursday, 

u 

20  

7.39  

8.  8 

Friday, 

>1 

21  

8.39  

9 .12 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec.  15  3.56  4.19 

Sunday,  ,,  16  4.40  5.11 

Monday,  „ 17  5.36  6.  1 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks.— The  return 
of  angling  in  the  Thames  has  been  somewhat  exceptional 
to  several  of  the  anglers,  as  from  private  reports  which 
I have  received  direct  from  the  anglers  they  have  not 
been  able  to  find  much  sport ; but  there  is  this  to  be 
said,  although  the  water  is  in  grand  condition  the  weirs 
are  not  altogether  shut  in,  and  in  places  there  is  a very 
heavy  stream,  and  until  there  is  an  alteration  in  that 
the  bigger  fish  will  not  be  found.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  reports  that  the  jack  have  been  found  in  several 
portions  of  the  river.  There  is  still  a large  amount  of 
water,  and  our  keepers  at  Chertsey,  with  some  assist- 
ance, have  found  in  the  ditches  and  holes  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  fish,  and  have  carefully  restored 
to  the  river  75  jack,  225  perch,  200  roach,  and  40  chub. 
Both  Lotan  Hackett  and  John  Poulter  are  two  excellent 
keepers  attached  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  in  this  matter  are 
entitled  to  great  praise.  I regret  to  learn  from  the  latter 
that  he  has  been  laid  up  with  rheumatism,  and  unable 
to  go  out  with  the  anglers,  but  is  hoping  soon  to  be  in 
good  form  again.  From  Weybridge  our  valued  keeper 
Herbert  Carr  writes  : “ I think  in  my  district  the  fish 
have  got  back  into  the  river  again.  I have  carefully 
watched  the  Engine  river,  the  Bourne  ditch,  and  the 
back  water  of  the  Wey,  as  also  the  Mead  and  ditches, 
which  I have  explained  to  Mr.  Wheeley,  who  I see  a 
good  deal  about.”  It  is  still  gratifying  to  learn  the 
anglers,  both  on  the  bank  and  in  the  punts,  are  getting 
perch,  and  the  find  of  so  many  in  the  holes  at  Chertsey 
is  further  evidence  they  are  still  in  the  grand  old  river. 
I am  going  on  fairly  well  with  my  appeal  for  funds  to 
the  river-keepers’  dinner,  but  the  response  is  not  so 
general  as  I could  wish,  and  it  does  not  find  much  way 
amongst  the  great  body  of  anglers.  Several  of  the 
members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  headed  up 
by  its  energetic  secretary  Mr.  Amphlett,  have  been 
contributing  their  half-crowns,  and  supplying  a forcible 
example  of  what  others  might  do.  Some  of  the  members 
cf  the  T.A.P.S.  have  doubled  the  sum  asked  for,  and 
others  even  more  than  that. — B. 

- (Chertsey). — Lotan  Hackett  has  been  out  one 
day  with  Mr.  J.  Arkham,  who  caught  five  jack,  the 
largest  81b.;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.  E.  Lock, 
secretary  of  the  Chiswick  Piscatorial  Society,  who 
obtained  seven  jack  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Leach, 
who  had  only  one  fish. — B. 

(Datchet). — The  water  is  in  fine  order.  I hear 

the  chub  are  biting  first  rate  ; the  jack  are  also  feeding 
very  well.  I was  out  on  the  7th,  had  six  jack,  the 
three  largest  went  81b.,  61b.,  51b.  ; in  the  afternoon  on 
the  8th,  three  jack,  largest  51b.  ; on  the  9th,  two  jack  ; 
out  a couple  of  hours  this  morning,  one  jack,  111b.  Mr. 
Norman,  on  the  8th,  had  two  runs  spinning  ; caught  one 
over  51b. — G.  Lumsden. 

— — (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  has 
had  one  day  with  a gentleman,  who  took  four  jack  ; and 
another  day  with  Mr.  James  Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick 
Piscatorials,  who  got  five  jack,  three  of  which  he 
returned  to  the  river  again,  and  the  two  he  retained 
weighed  81b.  The  water  here  is  reported  to  be  of  a 
good  colour,  but  the  stream  is  too  heavy. — B. 

Hampton. — Mr.  Cox,  of  Hammersmith,  fishing 

one  day  with  J.  Langshaw,  got  ten  brace  of  perch. — B. 

- (Kingston). — John  Knight,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Stevenson,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  in  two 
other  days,  with  Mr.  Howse  and  friend,  five  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  John  Johnson  has  been  away  from 
the  Thames  i.for  the  week  with  one  of  his  clients, 


and  working  in  another  direction.  The  bank  anglers 
have  been  getting  several  perch  and  some  fine  roach. 
— B. 

Thames  (Laleham).— Mr.  James  Clapp,  fishing  with 
Alfred  Harris,  has  taken  three  jack. 

(Marlow).— Fair  all-round  takes  of  jack, 

perch,  chub,  and  roach  have  been  had  here.  Chub  over 
four  pounds  have  been  weighed  since  my  last.  But  the 
glorious  uncertainty  of  angling  has  been  prominently 
exemplified  ; for  instance,  Lord  Inverurie,  an  expe- 
rienced angler,  who  has  been  staying  at  the  Ship,  and 
fishing  with  Lloyd,  had  a daily  average  of  only  abont 
three  jack,  and  this,  during  the  time,  was  rather  above 
than  the  general  catch.  On  the  day  following  his  Lord- 
ship’s departure,  my  wife  (out  with  Lloyd)  in  about  an 
hour  and  a quarter  bad  two  jack  and  a fry  of  roach. 
Good  rain  has  fallen,  followed  by  frost,  so  I fully  expect 
decent  bags  this  week  end.  I have  had  “ on  ” the 
largest  pike  I ever  played — in  a certain  quiet  corner  ; 
he  was  not  hooked,  and,  unfortunately  (?),  he  is  there 
now.— C.  L.  Matthews  (The  Ship). 

(Monkey  Island). — Water  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  all-round  fishing.  There  has  been  good  sport 
among  jack  and  roaeh.  On  Deo.  9,  Lawes  and  Windred 
had  141b.  of  very  fine  roach  in  a few  hours.  There  were 
several  jack  taken  the  same  day  between  Bray  Lock 
and  Surly  Hall.  There  has  been  rare  sport  in  the 
pool  at  Surly  Hall,  but  I have  not  heard  full  par- 
ticulars. Chub  fishing  ought  now  to  be  grand,  as  the 
water  cannot  be  in  better  condition  for  that  sport. — 
R.  Plummer. 

(Oxford).— The  river  here  is  still  in  good  order, 
but  sport  shows  signs  of  falling  off.  A few  jack  have 
been  had,  but  the  weather  has  been  against  heavy  bags. 
Roach  have  been  off  the  feed.  The  favourite  resorts  of 
chub  will  soon  be  got  at,  as  the  stream  is  moderating 
considerably.  A few  good  perch  have  been  had  here, 
the  largest  2|lb.,  and  several  over  lib.  weight.  Jack 
ought  now  to  feed  well.— rC.  Herbert. 

(Pangboume). — I am  very  pleased  to  say 

that  the  sport  here  lately  has  been  wonderfully  good, 
something  like  when  Mr.  Jardine  used  to  come  to  Sonning 
years  ago.  Mr.  Bushnell  has  taken  some  very  fine  perch, 
averaging  over  one  pound  each  ; several  I have  heard  of 
2Jlb.,  also  some  very  nice  jack,  one  of  141b.  Anyone 
who  wants  to  see  trout  may  do  so  by  looking  over  the 
bridge— a lot  over  71b.  It  is  quite  a sight  to  see  them. 
Wood  pigeons  are  particularly  numerous. — W.  H. 

■ (Sheyperton). — George  Rosewell,  in  one  day, 

with  Mr.  Nisbett.nine  jack  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
MacNeal,  four  jack,  the  two  largest  weighing  respectively 
101b.  and  8 Jib. — B. 

(Sunbury). — Mr.  White,  in  one  day,  121b.  of 

roach,  the  largest  lib.  6oz.  Mr.  Slongeimbe  51b.  of 
roach  ; and  A.  Kean,  one  day  eight  jack,  and  another  day 
four  jack. — B. 

(Teddington).  — W.  McBride,  who  is  now 

the  only  working  fisherman  in  this  district,  has  been 
giving  his  patrons  some  good  sport.  One  day,  with  Dr. 
Parkhurst,  five  jack,  the  largest  41b.,  and  four  perch  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Hollyman  and  friend,  nine  jack, 
the  largest  4flb.,  and  three  peroh  ; another  day,  with 
Mr.  Horn,  three  jack  and  seven  perch ; another  day,  one 
half  with  Mr.  Islip,  one  brace  of  jack,  and  the  other  half 
with  Mrs.  Winter,  a jack  of  9§lb. ; and  another  day, 
with  Mrs.  Yero  Shaw,  four  jack. — B. 

(Twickenham).  — T.  Anger,  in  two  days, 

181b.  of  roach  and  dace,  eight  bream,  and  two  perch  ; 

C.  Brown,  in  one  day,  with  Mr.  Carter,  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cole,  in  one  day,  five  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  two  bream  ; and  John  Spong,  in  four 
days,  401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  six  bream. — B. 

(Weybridge).— Mr.  Brooker,  on  Saturday  last, 

fishing  with  Herbert  Carr,  caught  four  nice  jack,  the 
largest  81b.,  the  four  fish  weighing  together  over  201b. 
— B. 

(Windsor). — Water  still  perfect,  plenty  of 

chub  being  caught.  Mr.  Howlett,  of  Eton,  out  with 
Keene  two  short  turns,  in  all  about  five  hours,  31Jlb., 
largest  31b.  9j[oz.,  and  one  small  jack.  Largest  in  jack, 
81b.,  by  Mr  Butler,  of  Eton.  Many  others  have  been 
taken,  but  lately  appear  to  have  gone  off  feed.  Windsor 
and  Eton  Angling  Preservation  Society  successfully 
liberated  fish  referred  to  in  my  last.  Keene,  of  Datchet, 
undertook  work,  armed  with  waders,  and  net,  and  two 
men  to  cut  a way  through  the  obstruction  ; in  a few 
hours  all  were  soon  careering  off  to  the  river  vid  New- 
man’s Ditch.  A handsome  pike  of  111b.  just  brought  in, 
caught  by  Lumsden,  of  Datchet. — B.  R.  B. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  mild  enough  for 
September.  Prospects  of  sport  with  the  grayling  are 
bright.  Plenty  of  water  and  fish,  very  few  fishermen  — 

D.  and  W-  H.  Foster. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  con- 
tinuance of  open  weather  is  highly  favourable  for 
angling.  Pike  fishing  is  now  excellent,  and  particularly 
on  the  subscription  drains  where  the  fishing  is  reserved. 
Sport  this  week  is  chiefly  confined  to  local  experts. 
Roach  are  feeding  well  at  small  worms,  and  most  of  the 
pike  I hear  have  fallen  to  dead  bait. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Things  are  rather  slack  on 
the  best  frequented  reaches  of  the  river,  but  still 
local  anglers  are  desirous  of  making  the  best  of  the  fine 
weather.  The  present  week  is  remarkably  mild,  and 
bottom  fishing  is  very  pleasant.  Some  nice  lots  of  roach 
have  been  got  about  Bollam,  I believe,  but  particulars 
are  difficult  to  obtain.  Anglers  also  come  up  from  the 
lengths  below  Mattersey  with  fair  sized  pike. — L. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — The  present  mild  weather  is  of 
course  very  pleasant  to  go  out  in,  but  it  is  not  so  con- 
ducive to  sport  as  more  seasonable  frosty  weather  would 
most  likely  turn  out ; however,  there  is  plenty  of  time 
for  a change  to  a lower  temperature.  On  Dec.  9 I saw  a 


lot  of  fishermen  on  their  return  from  the  day’s  venture. 
The  sport  had  been  very  variable ; some  few  nice  catches 
had  been  made,  but  in  many  cases  results  were  poor.  I 
heard  of  some  tenoh  having  been  taken  from  the  River 
Rib  ; if  correct,  it  is  very  late  in  the  year  to  find  tench 
feeding.  A few  jack  and  perch  were  had.  The  rivers 
arc  now  in  good  fishing  order. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End). — In  spite  of  fogs  and  cold 
anglers  have  been  well  rewarded  for  the  exercise  of  their 
virtues  and  characteristic  endurance.  The  state  of  the 
water  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  the  fish 
feeding  with  unusual  avidity.  Amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful anglers  are  Messrs.  J.  Woodhouse  (a  jack 
weighing  101b.  7oz.),  George  Stockdale,  John  Jones,  Jas. 
Huggins,  Steel,  and  W.  Smith.  The  weather  to-day 
(Wednesday)  is  mild,  and  everything  promises  well  for  a 
successful  week. — F.  Green. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a nice  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  is  mild  and  dull, 
and  heavy  fogs  have  been  had.  Grayling  have  sported 
fairly  well  during  middle  day  at  the  Willow,  Red  Tag, 
and  Green  Insect.  The  Pinsley  is  now  running  in  good 
fishing  order.  Several  nice  fish  landed. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  in  fair  order  ; not  many  rods  out  : sport  uncer- 
tain, some  days  good,  others  bad,  the  weather  being  so 
variable,  but  should  it  settle  to  seasonable  sport  maybe 
expected. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Water  now  fining  down 
from  last  week’s  rains.  Some  nice  roach  have  been 
taken,  also  a beautiful  hybrid,  presumably  between 
roach  and  bream,  of  lflb.  No  jack  have  been  reported. 
— R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Denver). — There  is  but  little  to  be  added  to 
the  remarks  of  last  week  a3  to  matters  relating  to  these 
waters,  though  both  they  and  their  contents  require 
some  beating,  as  well  as  visiting,  but  the  Waltonians 
are  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Anyhow,  during 
the  coming  week  or  ten  days  it  will  be  very  disappoint- 
ing indeed — given  some  nice  seasonable  weather,  of  which, 
too,  there  is  every  indication— if  some  few  of  the  really 
“ardent  ones  ” do  not  put  in  an  appearance,  as  also  a 
few  lines,  to  wish  the  compliments  of  the  season  to  them 
all,  giving  to  Esox  lucius,  who  will  be  quite  prepared  to 
respond,  their  best  and  particular  attention. — Water 
Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton). — The  large  chub  are  feeding 
freely,  and  the  jack  are  feeding  in  the  nooks  and 
corners  where  they  were  driven  to  during  the  late  great 
flood.  Roach  are  feeding  well  at  boiled  wheat  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  in  deep,  quiet  water.  The  state  of  the 
water  is  all  that  could  be  desired.— W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  in  excellent  condition. 
Weather  spring-like.  Fish  feeding  well,  pike  and  chub 
especially  being  in  a taking  humour.  Several  of  the 
former,  however,  that  have  been  caught  were  very  small, 
and  ought  to  have  heen  put  back.  Mr.  Fielding,  of 
Godmanchester,  has  had  some  fair  takes  of  pike  and 
perch,  and  one  chub  of  31b.  lOJoz.  Prospects  could  not 
be  brighter. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  still  retains  its 
condition,  and  pike  are  still  feeding  well.  Sport  is  good 
with  good  fish.  Two  rods  were  out  on  the  11th  and 
landed  eleven,  largest  71b.  lloz.,  and  smallest  3 Jib., 
two  being  returned  and  several  more  runs.  Anyone 
knowing  the  waters  can  rely  on  good  sport,  for  there 
will  not  be  a better  opportunity  than  at  present,  the 
weather  as  well  as  the  water  is  all  that  can  be  desired. — 
H.  Rout. 

Ringwood. — On  Monday  and  Tuesday  last,  whilst 
fishing  in  the  Avon,  Mr.  Ernst  Pandorff,  who  has  been 
staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  took  five  fine  pike, 
weighing  together  701b.  The  fish  were  of  the  respective 
weights  of  171b.,  141b.,  121b.  and  101b.,  and  101b.  I am  told 
that  the  river  is  now  in  splendid  condition. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  temperature  during  the  past  week  has 
varied  considerably,  and  the  sharp  frosts  of  last  week 
have  given  place  to  mild  but  very  dull  weather,  with 
occasional  showers  of  rain,  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  make  any  appreciable  difference  in  the 
conditions  of  those  streams  which  continue  about  the 
average  level  for  the  time  of  year  ; and,  although  not 
much  success  has  attended  the  efforts  of  those  in  quest  of 
grayling,  other  branches  of  the  sport  have  afforded  more 
encouragement  to  anglers,  and  more  especially  as  regards 
pike,  which  are,  as  before,  well  on  the  feed,  and  some 
good  takes  are  reported. — Vyrnwy. 

Stort  (Harlow). — The  water  here  is  in  fine  condition 
for  roach  and  jack  fishing.  One  nice  jack  and  two 
perch  were  taken  on  Dec.  9.  An  otter  has  been  seen  at 
Harlow  Deeps,  and  the  keeper  is  on  his  track. — D. 
Springham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  in  goo 
condition  for  jack  fishing,  and  several  have  been  taken, 
largest  61b.  Roach  are  commencing  to  feed  better,  but 
the  water  is  rather  too  clear  for  them,  and  would  be 
much  improved  by  a heavy  rain.  Perch  are  feeding  well, 
but  have  not  heard  of  any  large  ones  being  taken. — W. 
Bambridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — The 

weather  has  been  dull,  and  rain  has  fallen  heavily 
during  the  week,  but  rivers  at  the  time  of  writing  are  in 
excellent  order.  The  Arun  has  been  fairly  well 
patronised,  and  pike  up  to  12lb.  have  been  taken  near 
Pulborough.  Pike  are  reported  as  numerous,  and  the 
river  is  now  in  capital  order  for  spinning.  Bream 
weighing  3 Jib.  and  roach  up  to  lib.  14oz.  are  notified 
from  Amberley  and  Stoke.  From  the  water  below 
Ford  small  bass  and  codling  have  given  sport. 
Anglers  on  the  Ouse  have  taken  some  good 
pike  in  the  upper  reaches,  one  fish  of  7Jlb. 
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broke  taeklo  above  the  /lout,  and  was  scoured  two  hours 
later  by  a flight  thrown  over  the  lino.  Many  roach  nj> 
to  lib.  aro  notilicil,  ami  worm  or  gentles  and  light  legor- 
ing appear  tho  most  killing  methods.  Fair  Hport  among 
roach  and  dace  haw  boon  obtained  on  tho  Adnr,  and  from 
tho  oanal  at  Chichester  several  pike  havo  boon  secured 
from  near  Hunston  Bridge,  ono  fish  of  121b.  A largo 
piko  was  washed  up  near  tho  canal  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  is  computed  to  havo  weighed  close  upon 
301b.,  as  the  measurement  was  close  upon  4ft. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — In  this  part  the  Tome  is  now 
running  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing,  being  clear 
and  a nice  level.  Angling  has  been  good  ; the  weather 
having  been  dull  and  mild.  A good  few  anglers  out.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  some  good-3ized  grayling  were 
taken.  Few  salmon  havo  been  seen  up  the  river  as  yet. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury) — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  in 
good  order  for  angling.  The  foggy  weather  has  been 
good  for  grayling  fishing.  But  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  those  that  have  visited  the  river  have  taken 
some  very  nice  grayling  with  the  fly. — Worcester. 

Test.— Mr.  W.  H.  Turle,  on  Monday  last,  had  four 
pike,  the  heaviest  weighing  6|lb.,  all  taken  on  the 
Colorado  spoon.  Messrs.  Warren  bad  last  week  on  the 
same  river  another  good  catch,  the  biggest  121b.  Live 
bait.— C.  M.  P. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Fishing  at  the  above  lake  is  at 
its  best.  Amongst  the  successful  anglerB  of  this  week, 
Mr.  Gibson,  three  jack,  scaled  181b.  ; Mr.  C.  Smith, 
Walham  Green,  two  jack,  171b.  : Mr.  Issott,  Walham 
Green,  one  jack,  91b.  To-day  (Wednesday)  being  the 
boss  day  of  the  week,  Mr.  Nelson  Alexander,  Boat 
Builder,  Putney,  and  party,  consisting  of  George 
Bnbear,  ex-champion  sculler  of  the  world,  Mat  Wells. 
Joe,  Charlie,  and  Tom  Gibson,  Frank  Knott,  of  Coopers’ 
Arms,  Putney,  together  had  seven  nice  fish,  and  finished 
with  a small  dinner  at  the  Woodman  Hotel.  The 
keeper  has  ordered  500  bait  for  the  Christmas  fishing. — 
A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).  — The  approach  of 
the  holidays  has  thinned  the  number  of  visitors  to  the 
Witham,  but  local  anglers  have  been  out  in  force,  as  the 
conditions  for  sport  are  just  now  very  good  indeed. 
Some  capital  sport  among  roach  has  been  obtained  from 
the  Delph  and  other  side  waters  below  Bardney,  and 
some  have  patronised  Brayford  and  the  Forsdyke  for 
the  same  fish. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  — Both  rivers 
are  very  low,  almost  at  summer  level,  and  in  capital  con- 
dition for  grayling  fishing.  Very  little  fly  fishing  has 
been  done  lately,  but  the  bottom  fishermen  on  the 
various  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  had  fair  sport. — 
Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea.— Anglers,  both  alongshore  and 
afloat,  have  enjoyed  good  sport  during  the  week,  and, 
with  sprat  and  lug  bait  plentiful,  visitors  may  look 
forward  with  certainty  to  continued  good  bags. 
Drifters  are  still  landing  fine  sprats  in  plenty.  Huge 
flocks  of  green  plover  are  seen  on  the  extensive  mnd 
flats  and  saltings  in  the  river  and  meres,  &c.,  with  here 
and  there  patches  of  various  wildfowl.  The  wild  geese 
are  wary,  and  feed  in  the  marshes  well  out  of  gunshot, 
but  the  advent  of  sharp  weather  will  alter  this,  and 
good  sport  may  be  expected. — G.  A.  W.  [Our  corre- 
spondent at  Aldeburgh-on-Sea  (Mr.  Geo.  A.  Whistler, 
of  Waveney  House)  will  gladly  give  every  information 
and  advice  as  to  fishing  and  shooting  to  intending 
visitors  on  application. — Ed.] 

Brighton. — We  have  had  fairly  calm  seas  during 
the  past  week,  and  numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been 
off.  The  favourite  ground  is  about  a mile  off  the  shore, 
midway  between  the  Old  Chain  Pier  and  Black  Bock. 
Takes  are  confined  to  codfish,  conger,  and  whiting  pout. 
A codfish  of  1541b.  was  caught  off  Black  Bock  recently, 
and  an  exceptionally  large  conger  yesterday  (Wednes- 
day).— H. 

Deal. — Dee.  13. — Wind  changes,  weather  fine,  splendid 
takes  of  whiting  and  cod.  Average  take  of  boats  two  to 
eight  score  large  whiting,  four  to  seventeen  very  fine 
cod.  One  fisherman  had  over  2cwt.  Dec.  7. — First  class 
sport  still  continues.  Dtc.  8. — Another  grand  day. 
Boats  all  bringing  in  grand  catches.  Mr.  Minchin,  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society,  took  160  whiting  and 
sixteen  cod,  weighing  altogether  1641b.  This  is  really  a 
good  performance.  Dec.  9. — Several  other  members 
down,  and  they  had  very  fair  catches.  Mr.  Marshall 
and  Mr.  Gibson  took  220  whitiDg  and  seven  codling.  I 
must  credit  one  of  these  gentlemen  with  the  “ biscuit,” 
for  he  captured  three  whiting  on  two  hooks.  Messrs. 
Svmonds,  Cnlfe,  and  Taylor  were  out  in  a galley 
punt,  and  brought  in  a nice  lot  of  fish. 
Dec.  10. — Sport  continues  good.  Sprats  showed  up  in 
abundance,  and  the  factories  are  kept  going  from  early 
morning  till  late  at  night.  The  morning  of  the  11th 
opened  like  a summer’s  day,  and  a very  large  number  of 
cod  were  taken  on  hand  and  long  lines.  Pier  fishing 
also  is  good.  Dec.  12. — Still  fine.  Gluts  of  fish  ; the 
boats  bringing  in  a minimum  of  one  and  a half  score 
whiting,  and  from  four  to  fifty-four  cod  and  codling. 
The  beach  resembles  a fair  with  the  immense  quantities 
of  the  various  kinds  of  fish  laid  out  for  sale.  I do  not 
think  the  oldest  man  here  ever  saw  such  a large 
quantity  of  cod  landed  before  in  Deal.  Members  will  do 
well  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  having  good  sport, 
and  I see  no  reason  for  anticipating  any  discomfort 
by  fishing  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  I shall  feel 
obliged  if  members  will  kindly  inform  mo  of  their 
catches  here,  so  that  my  report  may  bo  a full  one. 


— Edward  Hanger  (Agent  British  Sea  Anglers’ 

Society). 

Mevagissey. — Notwithstanding  tho  very  rough  and 
nnsottlou  state  of  tho  weather,  wo  have  had  frequent 
opportunities  for  fishing  in  Mevagissey  Bay,  whore  tho 
whiting,  as  is  their  usual  custom  at  this  season,  have  for 
a long  time  located.  Tho  boats  have  been  daily  landing 
several  scores  per  boat,  with  a mixture  of  cod,  ling,  and 
whiting-pollack.  A quantity  of  black  conger  eels  have 
been  also  taken  by  Gorran  fishermen  on  the  rocky 
grounds.  A favourite  pastime  of  my  own  has  been  of 
late  whiting  fishing  by  moonlight,  when  with  a few 
friends  in  my  well  equipped  boat  we  have  had  most 
enjoyable  sport.  I cannot  explain  the  reason,  but  I find 
that  moonlight  whiting  are  considerably  larger  than 
those  caught  by  day,  as  I have  taken  many  specimens  of 
51b.  in  weight;  they  also  rise  on  such  occasions  much 
nearer  the  surface  so  that  there  is  the  advantage  of 
having  less  length  of  line  to  pull. — J.  B.. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  much  milder 
during  the  last  week,  and  fish  have  been  more  on  the 
feed.  Grey  mullet  and  small  bass  are  the  principal 
fish  that  have  been  taken  by  the  rod  fishermen  from  the 
piers,  tho  former  in  great  numbers,  but  small ; and  the 
latter  are  to  be  found  up  the  rivers — I had  a nice  dish 
to-day  that  were  caught  at  Saltash.  At  this  time  of 
the  year  a lot  of  fishing  is  done  far  up  the  estuaries  with 
what  is  called  “ compass  nets.”  It  consists  of  two  long 
fir  poles,  about  16ft.  or  18ft.  each,  fastened  together 
at  the  large  ends  like  a pair  of  compasses.  At 
the  open  ends  a net  is  fastened,  leaving  the  legs 
about  8ft.  or  10ft.  wide,  and  the  net  is  fastened 
about  the  same  distance  up  the  poles ; a bit  of 
loose  net  makes  a deep  bag,  there  are  no  leads  or 
corks.  To  fish  with  the  net,  the  boat  is  moored  across 
the  tide  by  the  stem  and  stern,  right  in  the  channel,  as 
the  tide  is  ebbing ; the  poles,  like  a pair  of  compasses, 
are  stuck  down  in  the  water  on  the  side  of  the  boat  np 
stream.  As  the  fish  drop  back  with  the  tide  they  strike 
the  net,  which  is  easily  felt  by  placing  the  cheek-bone 
against  the  poles  ; the  net  is  then  canted  up,  and  the 
fish  fall  into  the  boat,  and  this  work  goes  on  as  long 
as  the  tide  ebbs.  All  kinds  of  fish,  such  as  flat  fish, 
large  eels,  mullet,  bass,  peel,  salmon,  &c.,  are  taken, 
and  the  net  can  be  fished  as  well  on  the  flo&d  tide  as  on 
the  ebb. — William  Hearder. 

Tenby.— Codfish  and  congers  continue  fairly  plenti- 
ful. A few  ling  and  skate  are  also  being  taken,  and  an 
occasional  haddock  and  plaice,  but  no  bass  during  the 
past  week. — H. 

Valentia. — Sport  has  been  good  among  pollack, 
which  are  very  numerous  around  the  headlands  in  deep 
water.  Gurnard,  cod,  and  whiting  are  numerous,  but 
only  a few  anglers  have  been  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Fortmagee. — Large  numbers  of  large  cod,  ling,  and 
hake  have  been  had  during  the  last  few  days  in  the 
sheltered  localities  near  the  harbour's  mouth. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sea  angling  has  been  very  successful 
during  the  past  week  at  the  south  of  the  bay  and  also 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hog  Head  on  the  ocean  side. 
Pollack,  whiting,  and  gurnard  were  the  fish  principally 
had.  At  Glenlough  and  Bally  bog  large  quantities  of 
hake  and  pollack  continue  to  be  had  daily. — T.  J.  D. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Connaught  Rivers. — Salmon  have  spawned  in  the 
Corrib  under  very  favourable  conditions,  the  height  of 
the  liver  and  its  tributaries  preventing  poaching  to  a 
great  extent.  On  Lough  Conn  and  Lough  Cullen  pike 
fishing  is  pretty  good  in  moderate  weather. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry.) — This  water  is  now  heavily 
flooded.  The  other  day  three  poachers  were  captured 
while  illegally  netting  for  salmon  and  trout.  Salmon 
and  trout  are  unusually  numerous  on  this  water  at 
present. — T.  J.  D. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — A few  late  salmon  have  come  np 
the  Ballenderry  this  week,  but  the  large  runs  of  the 
big  fish  have  yet  to  come.  In  the  Blaekwater  the 
salmon  have  spawned,  and  are  dropping  down  the  river 
already.  Trout  have  all  spawned.  In  the  few  days 
before  the  season  closed  Mr.  John  Mills  killed  some 
fifty  pike  on  the  Benburb  sections. — J.  A.  Barlowe. 


TADCASTER  ANGLING  AND  PRESERVA- 
TION ASSOCIATION. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  gatherings  ever  held  in  the 
history  of  the  above-named  association  was  that  on 
Thursday  evening,  Dec.  6,  when  the  members  celebrated 
its  eighth  anniversary.  There  was  a capital  attendance 
of  members  and  friends,  upwards  of  forty  being  present, 
and  a splendid  repast  was  provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
Dyson,  to  which  full  justice  was  done.  The  room  was 
tastefully  decorated.  Dr.  C.  J.  Ireland  presided,  the 
vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  B.  Carr.  The  chair- 
man gave  “The  Queen  and  the  Boy al  Family,”  after 
which  Mr.  Duce,  President  of  the  Holbeck  Angling 
Association,  proposed  “ Success  to  the  Tadcaster 
Association,”  and  in  doing  so  remarked  that  the 
preservation  of  our  rivers  should  be  the  main 
object  of  all  anglers,  and  he  was  pleased  to  think 
that  an  association  had  been  formed  at  Tadcaster 
for  this  purpose.  He  knew  from  experience  that  where 
rivers  were  not  preserved  the  fish  in  them  deteriorated 
considerably.  He  alluded  to  the  good  work  that  Mr. 
Holloway  was  doing  lor  the  Tadcaster  Association, 
which  ho  sincerely  hoped  would  continue  to  prosper. 
Mr.  W.  Holloway,  the  hon.  secretary,  whose  name  was 
coupled  with  tho  toast,  replied.  He  said  the  Associa- 
tion was  in  a satisfactory  condition,  though  owing  to 
tho  non-observanco  of  the  Society’s  rnlos,  they  had  lost 
several  members,  and  consequently  their  membership 
was  not  quite  so  large  as  last  year.  Ho  hoped  before  * 


thoir  next  gathering  they  would  reclaim  those  who  had 
now  left.  Turning  to  the  piscatorial  art,  the  energetic 
secretary  said  during  tho  pant  season  sport  had  only  been 
moderate.  During  the  early  part  of  the  season  some  good 
catches  were  made, and  the  poorcatches  duringthelattor 
part  were  accountable  to  tbn  low  water.  Several  contests 
bad  been  held  in  their  waters,  Holbeck  being  the  most 
successful.  The  Chairman  gave  the  health  of  “The 
Visitors,”  and  said  he  was  pleased  to  see  so  many 
representatives  from  other  clubs.  This  augured  well 
for  their  association,  which  did  its  level  best  to  make 
its  waters  acceptable  to  anglers.  Messrs.  Holgate  and 
Mann,  respectively  of  the  Saltairo  and  Holbeck  Asso- 
ciations, acknowledged  the  toast,  the  speech  by  the 
former  being  of  a most  humorous  turn.  Mr.  B.  Carr, 
the  vice-president  of  the  Tadcaster  Association,  gave 
the  “ Proprietors  and  occupiers  of  land,”  Mr.  J.  S. 
Dyson  suitably  responding.  Mr.  John  Allen  submitted 
the  toast  of  “ The  President  and  Vice-President,”  each 
of  these  gentlemen  replying.  Mr.  King,  of  the  Wake- 
field Tradesmen’s  Association,  proposed  the  health  of 
“The  host  and  hostess,”  Mr.  Dyson  replying.  A jolly 
evening  was  afterwards  spent,  visitors  being  present 
from  llolbeck,  Saltaire,  Wakefield,  and  Garden  Gate 
(Leeds)  Angling  Societies.  Letters  of  apology  for 
absence  were  read  from  others.  The  Tadcaster  Quar- 
tette Party  rendered  numerous  selections,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings terminated  at  twelve  o’clock. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  held  their 
usual  weekly  meeting  at  the  Holborn  Kestaurant  on 
Monday  night,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson.  The  proceedings  were  well  attended,  and 
during  the  evening  seven  new  members — viz.,  Messrs. 
S.  Malby,  H.  Jacobs,  W.  Arbuthnot,  Hemming,  Crump, 
J.  Chester,  and  B.  Stokes — were  elected,  while  several 
other  gentlemen  are  to  come  on  for  election  next  week. 
A number  of  members  reported  having  been  out  fishing, 
including  Dr.  Head  and  Messrs.  W.  J.  Galloway  (hon. 
sec.),  E.  Foreman,  Zazensdorf,  Brown,  C.  H.  Wheeley, 
&c.,  but  “ bad  sport  ” was  the  general  account 
given  in  connection  with  their  experiences.  Mr.  W. 
Kelsey  presented  to  the  society  the  cast  of  the  dropsical 
31b.  2|oz.  roach  picked  up  in  the  Lea  at  Ware  last 
March]  for  which  he  was  accorded  a hearty  vote  of 
thanks.  Mr.  E.  Foreman  also  promised  to  present  a 
grayling,  weighing  about  31b.,  to  the  society’s  museum, 
and  was  heartily  thanked  by  those  present  for  his  kind 
gift.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  gave  a graphic  description  of 
the  ravages  wrought  by  the  flood  in  the  Sunbury  district, 
after  which  the  usual  toasts  were  proposed  and 
honoured,  a cordial  vote  of  thank3  to  Dr.  Patterson 
for  presiding  closing  the  meeting. 


CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Bail  way  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Saturday,  Dec.  22,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street)  to  Lincoln,  Manchester,  Sheffield, 
Doncaster,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Newcastle,  &c., 
also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by  their  trains  in 
Cambridgeshire,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.  A special  book- 
ing office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station 
from  Dec.  18  to  24  for  the  issue  of  ordinary  and  Satur- 
day and  Monday  or  Wednesday  cheap  tickets  to  country 
stations,  also  fortnightly  and  Friday  or  Saturday  to 
Wednesday  cheap  tickets  to  seaside  stations.  On 
Saturday,  Dae.  22,  relieving  trains  will  precede  the 
principal  ordinary  trains,  and  special  trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  8.20  a m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  &c. ; at  8.50  a.m.  for  Cambridge, 
Thetford,  Norwich,  &c. ; at  7.15  p.m.  for  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  &c.  On  Sunday,  Dee.  23,  at  9 a.m. 
for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  &c. 

On  Monday,  Dec.  24,  at  1.20  p.m.,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
Yarmouth,  &c. ; at  9.15  p.m.  for  Sonthend-on-Sea. 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  &e.  ; and  for  the  convenience  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  on  Christmas 
Eve  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street 
at  11.55  p m.  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge  ; and  at  12.15- 
night  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  inter- 
mediate stations.  On  Christmas  Day  special  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  5.10  a m.,  for  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &c. ; at  8.2  a.m.,  for  Saffron  Walden,  St.  Ives, 
Wisbech,  Dereham,  Norwich,  &e.  ; and  at  9 a.m.  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Norwich  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c. 

Special  trains  will  run  for  the  conveyance  of  Christ- 
mas parcels,  and  in  order  to  secure  expeditious  transit 
senders  are  desired  by  the  company  to  fasten  the 
address  to  each  package,  and,  as  an  additional  security 
against  loss,  are  recommended  to  put  inside  each  pack- 
age another  address  of  the  consignee. 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  (THAMES) 
COMPETITION. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  won  at  Windsor  on  Oct.  28 
will  take  place  on  Thursday  next,  Dec.  20,  at  the 
Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road,  close  to 
the  Metropolitan  Bailway  (Edgware-road)  Station. 
Chair  taken  at  8 p.m.  Prizes  will  be  given  out  duriivg 
the  evening.  The  usual  diplomas  will  also  bo  ready. 
We  hope  many  anglers  and  friends  will  attend  early  to 
secure  their  places,  as  we  oxpoot  a great  gathering  of 
London  anglers.  I bog  to  acknowledge  the  sum  of  8s. 
from  tho  Sundial  Angling  Society,  and  5s.  from  the  Good 
Intent  Angling  Sooiety , and  I sincerely  hope  that  societies 
who  still  retain  books  of  tiokots  will  forward  them  on 
or  before  the  20th,  and  oblige, 

B.  Aurahams,  Hon.  Sec. 

25,  Silvor-street,  Notting  Hill. 
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Jingling  Nurtures. 

December  16. 

Albert  Pisoatorials  : Prize  outing. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Christmas  prize  outing. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  : Match  at  Cookham. 

Blackfriars  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Outing  to  Windsor. 

Campbell  United  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Clapham  Junction  : Roving  match. 

Dalston  : Half-yearly  distribution. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Enterprise  : Match  at  Ware. 

Enterprize  Rovers  : Match  at  Ponder's  End. 

Golden  Barbel  : Christmas  prize  outing. _ 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Pisoatorials : Outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Prize  outing.  _ 

Insurance  Pisoatorials  : Smoking  concert. 

Izaak  Walton:  Christmas  outing. 

Lincoln  : Match  at  Taplow. 

North  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

Park  : Match. 

Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Staines. 

Serapis  : Prize  outing. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Reading. 

South  Bermondsey  Pisoatorials  : Match  at  Kingston. 
United  Brothers  : Match  at  Taplow. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  : Match  at  Ponder’s  End. 
Wellington  : Match  at  Staines. 

Wenlock  : Match  at  Witham. 

Westminster  : Match  at  Hampton  Court. 

Ye  Olde  Three  Colts  : Outing. 

December  17. 

Anglers’  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Mitre  Brothers  : Thames  preservation  Concert. 

Park  : Visit. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Distribution. 

December  18. 

Balloon  Society : Reading  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  (of 
Leeds).  Illustrated  by  100  lantern  slides. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers : Visit. 

Dalston  : Distribution. 

Golden  Barbel : Concert. 

Good  Intent : Distribution  of  prizes. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Visit. 

Rose  and  Crown  : Visit. 

December  19. 

Perseverance  : Distribution. 

St.  John’s  : Concert  and  supper. 

Wellington  : Distribution. 

December  20. 

Distribution  of  prizes  won  in  Thames  (A.B.)  Competi- 
tion at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street , 
Edgware-road. 

December  21. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Distribution  of  Christmas  prizes. 
Rose  and  Crown  : Distribution. 

Waggoners  : Concert  and  distribution. 

West  Ham  Brothers  : Concert  and  distribution. 


Dec. 


> J 

Jan. 


23. — Amicable  Brothers:  Christmas  distribution. 
23.— Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Cookham. 

23. — Clissold  : Match. 

23. — Queen’s  Piseatorials  : Outing. 

23.— West  Ham  Brothers  : Match  at  Witham. 

23. — West  London  : Prize  outing. 

26. — Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  : Salt 
water  competition. 

26.— Queen’s  Piseatorials : Smoking  concert. 

2. — Epsom  : Concert. 


joltings  bg  tl)e 


■“  Fly-fishing  fob  trout  ” is  an  attractive  subject 
'for  students  of  the  higher  art,  or  branch  of  angling,  and 
especially  so  when  the  subject  is  treated  upon  by  a 
master-mind.  The  Gresham  Angling  Association  is  rich 
in  master-minds,  and  one  of  its  leading  authorities  is  its 
secretary,  Mr.  James  Tayler  (whose  sobriquet  as  an 
author,  is  that  of  “ Red  Palmer  ”),  a past-master  in  the 
art  of  fly-fishing.  Next  to  the  sport  itself  is  the  cosy 
gathering  in  a club-room,  its  walls  decorated  with 
cases  of  specimen  fish,  the  table  usefully  ornamented 
with  cards  of  artificial  flies,  and  a host  of  fly-rods  with 
which  to  illustrate  the  various  methods  of  casting  by  a 
practised  hand.  Such  were  our  conditions  on  Tuesday 
evening,  when  the  members  mustered  under  the  chair- 
manship of  the  ever  genial  Dr.  Brunton. 

* * * * * * * 

The  paper  read  by  Mr.  Tayler  wa,s  logically  con- 
structed—first,  setting  forth  the  various  branches  of 
the  art  under  their  several  heads,  such  as  rods,.  lines, 
winches,  artificial  flies,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
tackle  should  be  used  ; next,  the  different  methods  of 
easting  to  suit  the  circumstances  (as  to  the  presence  or 
otherwise  of  trees,  bushes,  &e.),  illustrating  the  over- 
head cast,  the  side, throw,  the  underhand,  and  the  steeple 
casts,  each  of  their  objects  being  lucidly  explained. 
These  were  naturally  followed  by  the  section  of  the 
theme  relating  to  the  haunts  and  habits  of  trout,  the 
choice  of  wet  or  dry  flies,  the  course  to  be  taken — 
whether  up  or  down  stream,  with  advice  as  to  the 
manner  of  landing  the  fish  when  hooked.  Even  prac  tised 
anglers  enjoyed  the  masterly  treatment  of  the  subject; 
and  the  neophytes  sat,  like  students  at  the  feet  of 
Gamaliel,  learning  the  leading  features  of  a life-long 
experience  in  the  art  better  than  would  be  possible 
during  months  of  book-study  alone. 


How  often  have  I seen  untrained  men  throw  their  rod 
with  a long  sweep  of  the  arm,  and  drop  the  fly  on  the 
water  with  a coil  of  line  all  of  a heap,  warning  the  fish 
of  the  certainty  that  a natural  fly  is  never  guilty  of  such 
behaviour  ! But  how  deftly  the  lecturer  took  his  light 
rod,  made  a back  cast,  and  neatly  jerked  the  rod  while 
liis  wrist  remained  near  the  shoulder  so  as  to  give  the 
impulse  to  the  bait,  and  then  followed  it  by  a slight  for- 
ward movement  of  the  whole  rod  ! Thus  the  fly  tipped 
the  surface  of  the  table  or  floor,  as  representing  the 
stream,  and  the  line  was  almost  taut,  and  decidedly  fiee 
from  buDgling  and  coiling. 

# # * * * * 

Let  all  anglers  renew  their  determination  to  keep 
clear  of  the  fish’s  view  ! This  lesson  is  not  offered  as 
new — every  angler  knows  it,  yet  so  many  forget  it  at  the 
proper  time ; further,  which  is  not  so  well  known,  never 
allow  even  your  shadow  to  fall  on  the  stream.  We  were 
counselled  to  work  up-stream,  and  to  cast  up-stream,  if 
the  wind  will  permit  ; to  keep  the  line  as  nearly  taut  as 
practicable  (allowing  freedom),  so  that  no  power  be  lost 
in  striking  to  force  in  the  hook.  Then,  when  the  trout 
is  freed  from  weeds,  &c. , let  him  be  played  down-stream, 
to  avoid  disturbing  the  uncaught  fish  Higher  up  in  the 
direction  in  which  the  angler  is  working  his  way.  How 
neatly  the  lesson  was  taught ; how  well  did  Mr.  Tayler 
show  the  kind  of  fly  to  be  selected  according  to  circum- 
stances. Dr.  Brunton  and  Mr.  Close  (both  experienced 
men)  added  their  observations  ; but  not  a single  adverse 
criticism  was  offered.  The  lecturer  s observations  on 
the  beauties  of  rural  surroundings  in  his  fishing 
meanderings  were  well  worthy  of  his  gentle  nature. 
******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


Dr.  W.  J.  S.  Ladell 

Has  been  an  angler  from  his  earliest  days,  and  being 
born  near  Antingham,  in  Norfolk,  the  Ant  was  naturally 
the  river  he  commenced  fishing  on.  Later  on  he  fished 
the  Broads,  and  whereas  he  could  then  fish  for  a day  or 
two  without  meeting  another  angler,  now  he  can 
scarcely  fish  an  hour  without  seeing  a dozen.  The 
wherry  was  then  only  used  for  trading  purposes,  now  it 
pays  better  to  let  it  out  for  fishing  parties.  The 
destructive  steam  launch  was  at  that  time  unknown. 
He  was  apprenticed  to  a doctor  at  North  Walsham,  but 
always  managed  to  spend  two  or  three  afternoons  on 
the  water  with  his  beloved  rod.  Since  he  commenced 
practice  in  London,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  he  managed 
to  get  down  to  the  Broads  at  least  once  a year,  and  in 
1893  took  the  challenge  cup  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  for  the  beat  specimen  fish  of  the  year,  and  a 
medal  for  tench  (all  from  the  Broads).  His  professional 
duties  compelled  him  to  sever  his  connection  with  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  but  he  became  a British  Sea  Angler, 
to  which  society  his  wife  and  two  of  his  children  belong  ; 
and  he  has  a much  greater  liking  for  sea  angling  than 
fresh-water  fishing.  As  a thorough  “all-round” 
sportsman  he  would  be  difficult  to  beat. 

list  ******* 

“Sweethearts  and  wives” — well  perhaps  it  is 
excusable  at  this  festive  season  to  think  about  them. 
They  will  have  a treat  on  Tuesday  evening  next  (Doc. 
18), at  the  Balloon  Society,  The  Gallery,  9,  Conduit-street, 
Regent-street.  Mr.  Frances  Walbran  (who  lectured  in 
London  years  ago)  will  illustrate  by  means  of  100  lovely 
views  and  lecture  on  “The  Four  Seasons  of  Angling.” 
Eightp’clock  is  the  time  for  commencing.  Half-past  seven 
will  be  the  time  if  seats  are  preferable  to  “standing 
room  only.”  I announced  that  tickets  would  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  two  secretaries — Messrs.  Ghurney, 
113,  Murray-street,  New  North-road,  and  W.  J.  Wade, 
6,  Priter-street,  Bermondsey,  S.E.  On  Monday  even- 
ing next  delegates  may  obtain  tickets  from  the  former, 
and  by  writing  to  the  latter,  applicants  may  also  receive 
same.  Do  not  forget  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  18.  Mr. 
F.  M.  Walbran,  the  lecturer,  “ Old  Izaak,”  Mr.  Crumplen 
(they  spell  him  “ Crumpten  ” on  the  tickets — Oh  ! Oh  ! 
and  Oh  ! those  printers  !)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Lefevre, 
the  president  of  the  Balloon  Society,  a past  master  in 
the  art  of  “fencing,”  with  words,  on  any  conceivable 
or  inconceivable  subject,  from  Armenian  atrocities  to 
“angling  stories,”  will,  no  doubt,  “say  something” 
about  our  beloved  sport.  I am  not  quite  sure  that  he 
is  an  angler,  but  he  is  certain  to  be  able  to  distinguish 
a dace  from  a chub — and,  in  five  minutes,  dispose  satis- 
factorily of  the  question  “ Salmon,  Trout,  Sea-Trout 
— What  are  They?”  Mr.  Lefevre  says  he  will  admit 
two  on  the  production  of  a privilege  ticket  in  the  event 
of  a difficulty  being  experienced  in  obtaining  the 
orthodox  admission  ticket. 


On  Friday  evening  next,  Dec.  21,  will  be  published 
one  of  the  best  Christmas  numbers  over  issued  from  St. 
Dunstan’s  House.  I am  not  alluding  to  the  300  pages  of 
the  Publishers’  Circular— literally  orammed  with  good 
things — the  literary  matter  and  innumerable  illustra- 
tions of  which  are  worth  considerably  more  than  the 
modest  two-and-sixpenca  charged  for  it ; nor  do  I speak 
of  the  “sumptuous”  Scribner’s  Magazine:  (price  one 
shilling),  which  this  year  surpasses  all  other  previous 
Christmas  numbers,  and  bids  fair,  from  its  excellent 
printing,  its  charming  illustrations,  and  truly  interesting 
stories,  to  be  out  of  print  long  before  the  allotted  time. 
******* 
Excellent  as  are  these  two  world-renowned,  high- 
class  publications,  the  “ Christmas  Hamper  ” which  will 
be  sought  for  with  the  greatest  avidity  by  anglers  all 
over  the  wide  wide  world  will  be  the 

Fishing  Gazette  Double  Number. 

The  price  of  this  old-established  journal,  which  caters 
for  all  classes  of  anglers,  remains  the  same  “ all  the  year 
round”  (twopsnee  weekly). 

* * **  * * * 

A newly-designed  almanack  will  be  presented  to 
every  subscriber  and  purchaser.  As  this  issue  cannot 
be  reprinted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  order  extra  copies  at 
once  from  your  newsagents,  or  at  Messrs..  Smith  and 
Sons’  bookstalls.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  topics, 
there  will  appear  the  following  articles  written  expressly 
for  this  issue  : 

A Day  of  Disaster,  by  the  “ Amateur  Angler.” 

How  they  Fish  in  France,  by  A.  C.  Harmsworth. 

A Tale  of  a Border  Ford,  by  the  Hon.  Chaplain  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  . , /T,. 

The  late  Czar’s  Fishing  House  in  Finland.  (Illus- 
trated.) 

Pike  Fishing  and  Angling  Ethics,  by  A.  G.  Jardme. 
The  late  Francis  Francis  Roach  Fishing  on  his 
Favourite  Swim.  (Illustrated.) 

A Turning  out  of  the  Beaten  Track,  by  Clayr  Kenwal. 
On  Scotch  Rivers,  by  W.  Murdoch.  (Illustrated  J 
A 64-Salmon  and  its  Captor  (Merthyr  Guest,  Esq.). 
(Illustrated.) 

The  Whistling  Oyster,  by  C.  Bramley. 

Mr.  Thurlow’s  Brace  of  Wycombe  Trout.  (Illustrated. ) 
A Word  for  Sea  Anglers,  by  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

Trout  Fishing  on  the  Erne.  (Illustrated.) 

Thames  Sketches,  by  “ Tempo.” 

“ Old  Peter  ” (of  Llanrwst).  (Illustrated.) 

St.  Dunstan’s  Church,  by  F.  Bursill.  (Illustrated.; 
Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay.  (Illustrated.) 

Two  Border  Streams,  by  Gilnockie. 

&e.,  &c.,  &c. 

******* 

That  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  a non-political  journal  is 
well  known.  Quite  right.  Confound  the  politics! 
What  time  would  be  left  for  the  peaceful  occupation  of 
angling?  But  as  the  editor  studiously  “rubs  his 
sleeve  ” over  this  page,  he  will  not  notice  that  our  old, 
and  tried,  and  trusted  busy-bee— the  Windsor  Bee— Mr. 
Bambridge,  of  Eton,  is  not  content  with  saying  the 
fish  ” he  is  down  for  election  as  a “ Poor  Law  Guardian 
for  South  Ward  of  the  parish  of  Eton.”  All  I hope  is 
that  he  will  be  elected,  for  I believe  he  would  be  a good 
friend  to  the  poor  (whom  we  always  have  with  us)  and. 
a good  friend  to  the  ratepayers'. 

******* 

There  is  nothing  like  being  in  time.  The  Lychno- 
bites  have  engaged  St.  George’s  Hall,  Aldersgate-street, 
for  Jan.  26.  Ladies  are  invited.  J.  E.  Griffiths,  the 
hon.  sec.,  is  a ladies’  man,  and  the  object  of  this 
“ smoker  ” is  the  augmentation  of  the  funds  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  More  anon. 

******* 

I hear  from  Mr.  Farrow,  a Lea  water  bailiff,  that 
some  really  good  sport  is  being  had  just  now  at  Hert- 
ford, Mr.  Huddlestone  and  Mr.  Cresswell  having  taken 
some  good  roach  and  dace,  and  a tench  of  21b.  I am  not 
surprised  at  the  “ good  roach  and  dace,”  but  21b.  tench 
in  December  are  not  often  taken. 

******* 

If  any  of  my  readers  should,  next  Tuesday,  Dec.  18, 
bo  within  a mile  of  Edinburgh  town  (or  toon)  they  may 
like  to  know  that  an  aquatic  entertainment  will  be  given 
at  the  Corporation  Baths,  Infirmary-street.  All  the 
usual  handicaps  and  races  and  water  polo  are  down  in 
the  list  of  events,  but  to  me  the  most  interesting  would 
be  the  anglers’  race,  two  lengths  of  the  bath  in  “ full 
angler’s  dress  (to  prove  to  anglers  that  it  is  possible  to 
swim  when  fully  dressed),  cap,  basket,  at  least  51b. 
sinking  weight  (ground-bait,  I expect,  it  goes  well  with 
waders),  rod  in  case,  pair  of  waders,  wading  boots,  and 
flask  in  which  ho  must  carry  a little  special  ‘ skoche,’  ” 
&c.,  <fce.  ; and  a representative  of  the  firm  of  Anderson 
and  Son,  of  Princes-street,  will  present  the  prizes. 
******* 

Will  there  ever  be  sport  for  anglers  again  in  the 
Thames  between  Westminster  and  the  Tower  ? is  a 
question  asked  by  the  Daily  News.  Mr.  Charles  Welch, 
in  his  official  history  of  the  Tower  Bridge,  just  published 
by  Messrs.  Smith,  Elder  and  Co.,  notes  as  an  evidence 
of  the  purity  of  the  medimval  Thames  that  in  1382  the 
Wardens  received  an  annual  rent  of  twenty  shillings — 
a considerable  sum  in  those  days — from  the  farm  of  the 
fishing  “ under  London  Bridge.”  In  the  same  volume 
Mr.  Philip  Norman  notes  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  a puntman  named  John  Reeves,  at 
Essex  Stairs,  near  the  Temple,  gained  a good  living  by 
taking  anglers  out  in  his  boat.  He  used  to  watch  for 
the  shoals  of  roach  which  settled  at  favourite  spots  in 
the  river,  and  thus  secured  good  sport  for  those  who 
employed  him.  His  grateful  patrons,  who  were  said  to 
include  a considerable  number  of  the  legal  profession, 
gave  him  a waterman’s  coat  with  a silver  badge,  having 
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on  it  a likeness  of  biiiiHolf  in  his  bout  with  an  angler. 
Fishing  for  roach  off  the  “ starlings  ” of  old  London 
ilridgo  was  a common  amusomont  of  city  folk  not  dis- 
posed to  incur  the  expenso  of  a punt.  Ah  Mr.  Norman 
observes,  even  now,  to  romind  ns  of  that  time,  tbore  are 
fishing-tackle  shops  in  the  small  piece  of  Crooked-lane 
°1'  <■>  the  bridge  foot  whioh  still  remains.  Mr.  Goldbam, 

ol  Billingsgate,  who  gavo  cvidonco  before  a Parliamentary 
Committee  on  this  subject  in  1828  whon  fishing  in  tho 
lieurt  ol  tho  city  had  almost  become  a thing  of  tho  past 
stated  that  about  1810  ho  had  known  ton  salmon  and 
.1,000  smelts  taken  in  one  hand  from  tho  river  towards 
W ends  worth,  and  not  fewer  than  8,000  Thames  salmon 
brought  to  market  in  tho  season. 

**••••• 

An  American  tailor,  says  Lika  Juki),  has  patented  a 
device  for  tho  prevention  of  “ baggy  ” knees  and  elbows, 
and  describes  his  invention  as  follows  : — “An  improved 
garment  having  within  the  leg  or  sleeve  re-enforcing 
pieces,  such  pieces  being  secured  edge-wise  to  the  inward 
turned  edges  of  tho  material  at  the  knee  or  elbow  section 
connected  along  their  upper  edges  to  the  garment,  and 
then  made  of  the  same  area  as  the  goods  of  which  the 
garment  is  composed,  and  inclined  downwardly  and  rear- 
wardly  away  from  such  goods  so  as  to  have  a space 
between  them,  increasing  downwardly  to  relieve  the 
outer  material  from  strain.”  It  is  a grand  thing  to  have 
a gift  for  lucid  explanation. 

* • * * # * * 

Messes.  Cassei.i,  and  Company  are  preparing  an 
entirely  new  issue  of  “ The  World  of  Wit  and  Humour,” 
which  will  include  a wide  and  varied  selection  from  the 
humorous  writers  of  the  present  day,  and  will  be 
furnished  with  new  illustrations  expressly  executed  by 
F.  Barnard,  G.  G.  Fraser,  C.  L.  Pott,  Tom  Browne,  Max 
Oowper,  Jack  \ eats,  C.  Glover,  Bernard  Partridge,  and 
Gordon  Browne.  The  First  Part  will  appear  on  the 
20th  inst. 

******* 

Ouk  angling  brethren  will  no  doubt  welcome  the, 
Christmas  number  of  a contempor  ary,  the  Pelic  an 
which  is  brimful  of  interest  to  those  who  “ fish.” 
******* 

I have  had  the  foul  nasturtion  hurled  in  my  teeth 
that  I am  a “ bit  of  a poet.”  Well,  this  is  a bit  I learnt 
by  heart  when  two  years  and  eight  month?  old  : — 

Juba  up  and  juba  down, 

Juba  all  aroun’  de  town  ; 

Sift  de  meal,  and  gimme  de  husk ; 

Bake  de  cake,  and  gimme  de  crus’; 

Fry  de  pork,  and  gimme  de  skin  ; 

Ax  me  when  I’m  cornin’  ag’in  ; 

Juba  ! hi,  juba ! 

Juba  in  and  juba  out, 

Juba,  juba,  all  about; 

Dinah,  stir  de  possum  fat  ; 

Can’t  you  hear  de  juba  pat  ? 

Juba ! 

Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that,  with  such  a theme  as 
“ possum  fat,”  I became  a chrysalis — I mean  a full- 
blown poet  ?] 

******* 

Theke  is  an  awful  sameness  in  the  simple,  truthful, 
unimaginative  relation  of  the  sport  to  be  had  with 
‘‘the  angle.”  “It  grows  monotonous,”  says  Donald 
Growler.  I quite  agree  with  D.  G.  So  here  goes  for 
something  which  may  or  may  not  be  more  acceptable. 
They  have  all  taken  prizes — gross  weight. 

******  * 

In  a Virginia  forest  the  other  day,  says  the  New  York 
Recorder,  a very  large  tree  was  cut  down,  near  the 
heart  of  which  was  found  a lock  of  hair,  or  rather  two, 
intertwined  of  darker  and  lighter  meshes.  By  carefully 
splitting  the  wood  the  initials  “ I.  S.”  and  “ P.  P.” 
were  discovered,  faintly  legible,  in  what  must  have  been 
the  bark  several  hundred  years  ago.  By  carefully 
counting  the  rings  which  covered  the  initials,  they 
were  found  to  support  the  theory  that  the  mystic  letters 
stand  for  I-o-h-n,  or  “John  Smith”  and  “ Pocahontas 
Powhatan,”  whose  locks  of  hair  had  been,  in  some 
romantic  mood,  intrusted  to  the  keeping  of  the  cleft 
bark.  ' Let  us  hope  it  won’t  bite  !] 

******* 

Not  content  with  slaughtering  wild  ducks  in  the 
usual  method,  Henry  Jones,  of  Currituck,  procured  a 
Gatling  gun  and  loaded  the  cartridges  with  bird-shot. 
Concealing  himself,  he  waited  until  a large  flock 
approached  him  at  great  speed  with  a favouring  wind. 
When  they  had  nearly  reached  him  he  opened  fire.  The 
destruction  was  terrible,  but  such  was  the  impetus  of 
the  birds  and  the  force  of  the  wind  that  almost  the 
entire  flock  which  he  had  slaughtered  flopped  dying 
upon  his  hiding  place,  and  beneath  their  mangled  bodies 
Jones  perished  miserably  by  retributive  suffocation. 

“ Jones  ” is  now  spelled  “ N-e-m-e-s-i-s.” 

******* 

A lady  in  Thomaston,  Me.,  has  a cat — Fanny — which 
had  kittens,  as  cats  so  named  frequently  do.  Hearing 
her  mistress  remark  that  the  kittens  must  all  be 
drowned,  Fanny  removed  them  one  day  to  a safe  hiding 
place.  After  a day  or  two  she  brought  them  back  to 
the  mistress  with  an  air  of  triumph.  It  was  then  seen 
that  she  had  with  teeth  and  claws  torn  to  pieces  an  old 
canvas  and  cork  life-preserver  and  had  fastened  a piece 
of  cork  around  each  kitten’s  neck.  Moved  to  pity  by 
the  sight,  the  mistress  said  : “ Fanny,  not  one  of  your 
kittens  shall  ever  bo  hurt.”  At  this  tho  intelligent 
mother  took  off  the  bits  of  cork  and  went  to  sleep  in 
perfect  confidence.  [I  hope  “ novices  ” will  not  inter- 
pret this  as  “long-corking,”  for“  Old  Hand  ” will  toll 
you  that  it  belongs  to  an  entirely  different  category. 


The  British  Empire  is  a political  creation  unparal- 
leled in  the  world  ’s  hiatt  ivy,  says  the  Forum,  not  only  by 
its  extent  and  population(  in  both  which  respects  it  is 
slightly  surpassed  by  China,  but  because  with  an  area 
of  more  than  10,000,000  square  miles  and  352.000,000 
inhabitants,  it  is  scattered  over  the  whole  globe.  It 
embraces  ail  zones  from  the  icy  wilderness  of  Hudson 
Bay  to  tho  tropical  junglos  of  India  and  the  mahogany 
forests  of  Honduras  ; there  is  scarcely  a product  which 
a British  province  does  not  bring  forth  in  excellent 
quality,  and  not  less  various  are  the  degress  of  civilisa- 
tion of  its  inhabitants  from  the  Kaffirs  of  the  Cape  to  the 
highly  cultivated  citizens  of  Toronto  or  Sydney.  We 
find  with  Christians  of  all  confessions  200,000,000 
Hindoos,  about  70,000,000  Mohammedans,  and  8,000,000 
Buddhists,  and  the  Bible  is  printed  in  thirteen 
languages  and  dialects  represented  in  the  Empire,  yet, 
notwithstanding  such  promiscuous  elements,  the 
Government,  with  rare  exceptions,  maintains  order,  and 
no  sign  of  dissolution  is  visible.  [ Who  knows  but 
the  Fishing  Oazette  has  played  a great  part  in  this  tran- 
quillising,  peace-promoting  policy  ? It  is  said  that  the 
sun  never  sets  on  any  country  in  which  the  popular 
twopenny  worth  has  been  introduced.] 

******* 

The  Aquarium  has  opened  this  week  a most  interest- 
ing exhibition  of  all  matters  connected  with  music,  and 
the  papers  during  the  last  few  days  have  been  full  of  the 
wonderful  collection  of  old  instruments  that  have  been 
gathered  together  by  the  indefatigable  managers  down 
Westminster  way.  It  is  possible  in  this  collection  to 
trace  the  evolution  of  the  various  instruments  used  now- 
a-days  from  their  origins.  We  hear  great  things  of  the 
coming  Christmas  display,  and  all  sorts  of  extraordinary 
rumours  are  floating  about  of  a tremendous  sensation 
that  Mr.  Ritchie  is  preparing  to  astonish  all  London, 
and,  maybe,  a little  bit  of  the  country  too. 

*__***#*# 

As  a riparian  dweller  located  within  easy  touch  of 
Old  Father  Thames’s  exuberance,  and  therefore  subject 
to  get  my  cellars  filled  up  with  the  wrong  sort  of  liquor, 
my  first  floor  carpets  washed  into  one  neutral  tint  most 
inimical  to  the  family  eye,  and  the  furniture  apper- 
taining to  those  parts  diluted  disastrously  as  if  they 
were  spirits  purveyed  in  accordance  with  recent  Acts, 
says  the  Referee,  I beg  to  ask  : What  is  to  become  of  us 
if  we  get  another  flood  ? By  sheer  luck  we  had  two  fine 
days  just  when  the  Thames  had  spread  himself  very 
liberally  indeed.  Consequence — we  beleaguered  resi- 
dents found  relief.  Now,  had  our  old  pal  J.  P.  not  eased 
his  hand  with  the  watering-pot,  goodness  knows  where 
we  would  have  been,  unless  it  was  on  our  respective 
roofs.  What  I want  to  know  is,  can’t  somebody  arrange 
to  pull  up  a plug  somewhere,  or  in  other  ways  get  rid  of 
the  surplus  supply  of  water  before  it  washes  us  in  and 
very  nearly  washes  us  out  of  our  diluted  dwellings  P [I 
don’t  know  what  sort  of  plug  could  be  pulled  up  to  let 
such  an  enormous  volume  of  water  down  as  we  have 
had  recently.  I think  it  was  an  Irishman  (good,  bright- 
witted,  warm-hearted,  chivalrous  Irishmen!)  who  com- 
plained on  board  ship  to  the  captain  that  the  vessel  had 
sprung  a leak  and  “ the  warther  was  coming  in.”  The 
captain  immediately  gave  orders  to  “ dig  a hole  the 
other  end  and  let  it  out.”] 

*****  * * 

Did  you  read  the  Times’  snake  story  of  the  African 
snake  that  was  cut  open  and  a yellow  snake  found 
inside,  of  the  black  snake  inside  the  yellow  snake, 
and  of  the  thirty  young  snakes]  inside  the  black 
snake  F Thirty-two  snakes  in  one.  Africa  always  has 
grown  a fine  crop  of  snake  stories.  The  first  danger 
that  any  new  comer  is  cautioned  against  in  Natal  is  the 
dessel-boom  snake.  This  is  a thick  bodied  snake  that 
puts  its  tail  into  its  mouth  and  runs  like  a wheel  along- 
side the  post-cart  until  it  has  obtained  sufficient 
momentum  to  jump  up  and  bite  the  passengers. 
******* 

Yes,  snakes  go  strong  in  South  Africa,  says  the  Man, 
but  the  tallest  story  we  ever  heard  there  was  an  eland 
story,  and  the  man  who  told  it  laid  his  hand  on  his 
heart  and  said  that  it  happened  to  him.  He  was  out 
shooting  and  came  across  two  eland  grazing  about  thirty 
yards  from  each  other.  He  had  only  one  bullet  left ; 
what  was  he  to  do  P A brillant  thought  came  to  him  ; he 
called  to  his  Basuto  boy,  Jim,  and  made  him  hold  a 
hunting  knife  before  the  barrel  of  the  rifle.  Then  he 
took  aim  between  the  two  eland.  The  bullet  divided  on 
the  blade  of  the  knife  and  killed  the  two  eland,  curiously 
enough  hitting  each  just  behind  the  shoulder. 

* * ***** 

A remarkable  sight  to  be  seen  nearly  any  day  at  this 
season  in  the  waters  about  Eastport,  Me.,  says  the 
American  Fishing  Oazette,  is  the  rush  of  shoals  of 
pollack.  The  fish  is  not  greatly  prized,  locally  or  else- 
where, but  none  of  his  size  make  a bigger  commotion. 
When  a colony  of  shrimps  start  seaward,  or  a quantity 
of  refuse  from  the  “ sardine  ” canneries  at  Lubec  comes 
down  on  the  tide,  the  water  fairly  boils  with  the  rushing 
and  leaping  of  the  pollack.  At  a distance  it  looks  8 8 
though  the  surface  of  tho  sea  were  beaten  by  hail  or 
heavy  rain.  [Where’s  Eastport,  Me.  P Will  Brother 
Jonathan  tell  me  ?]  Dragnet. 


‘Sticking  Together  in  All  Sorts  of  Weather. "—The 
friendship  between  man  and  man  which  enables  them  to  stick 
together  in  all  sorts  of  weather  is  a friendship  worth  having,  in 
timeR  of  prosperity  some  or  us  can  hardly  distinguish  a friend  of 
this  kind  from  one  of  the  other  sort.  But  let  the  storm  clouds 
gather  and  we  soon  know  who  tho  true  friend  is.  And  when  the 
clouds  of  sickness  gather  about  us  wo  turn  naturally  and  instinc- 
tively to  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.  They  are  the  only 
friends  whose  friendship  is  worth  a rap  at  such  times.  We  know 
it,  and  we  turn  to  them,  confident  in  the  knowledge  that  the\  will 
restore  us  to  health. 


Hepotts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (fo 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Du ustan’s  Mouse,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 

NOTICE. 

SECRETARIES  OF  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Fishing  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  a nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Reading  Case  for  same,  gratis,  on  receipt  of  a card 
addressed  to  the  “ Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  


Anglers’  Association— Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  occupied 
the  chair  on  Monday  last,  the  10th  inst.,  at  the  general 
committee  meeting.  There  was  a full  gathering  of 
members.  The  minutes  of  the  last  general  com- 
mittee meeting,  held  on  Nov.  12,  aud  the  report  of  the 
Renting  and  Preservation  Committee,  held  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  were  read,  and,  on  a recommendation,  our 
hon.  bailiff,  who  had  been  mainly  instrumental  in 
securing  the  recent  convictions,  was  awarded  £1,  whilst 
one  of  our  paid  bailiffs,  who  had  rendered  great  assist- 
ance, will  receive  an  honorarium  of  half-a-guinea.  A 
long  discussion  regarding  our  Langford  fishery  next  took 
place,  and  Mr.  Ghurney  was  requested  to  take  further 
action  in  regard  thereto,  also  in  respect  to  a dispute 
between  a society  and  sundry  anglers.  The  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Good 
Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath, 
was  duly  enrolled  after  satisfactory  information  had 
been  given  regarding  its  rales,  aims,  and  objects.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  this 
meeting  to  a close  at  a somewhat  earlier  hour  than 
usual. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association.) — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Dec.  17  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No. 1). — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will 
be  to  the  Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham,  on  Monday,  Deo.  17,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  attendance.  This  being  the  last  return  visit  this 
year,  let  us  finish  up  well  with  a big  meeting,  come 
early,  close  at  eleven. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District). — The  return  visit  paid  to  the  Crown  and 
Buckland  A.S.  on  the  11th  inst.  was  a decided  success, 
seventeen  clubs  being  represented,  and  the  talent 
extremely  good.  The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  take 
place  at  the  Eustonian  A.S.  after  Christmas.  Date  not 
yet  to  hand. — F.  Thorling. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill-gate,  W. 
— The  match  on  the  9th  resulted  as  follows : Messrs. 
Abrahams,  1st ; Fuller,  2nd  ; C.  Turner,  3rd  ; Leslie, 
4th  ; and  Raggett,  5th.  There  are  four  prizes  still  to 
be  competed  for  on  Dec.  16.  Winners  of  the  previous 
prizes  barred.  Mr.  Carey  was  2nd,  B.  Abrahams  4th, 
and  Mr.  Fuller  also  had  fish  and  weighed-in  for  Host 
A.  G.  Read’s  competition  at  Windsor  on  the  9th. 
Messrs.  Abrahams  and  Fuller  were  elected  trustees  to  the 
above  angling  society  ; Harry  Smith  was  elected  working 
member.  Will  all  prize  winners  in  the  late  A.B. 
(Windsor)  competition  kindly  attend  on  Thursday  next, 
Dec.  20,  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware- 
road,  near  Metropolitan  railway,  to  receive  their  prizes. 
— B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-plaee,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  W.C.  — On  Dec.  9 
Messrs.  Cutbuab,  Seymour,  and  Drew  weighed-in.  On 
Dec.  9,  not  a large  muster  for  quarterly  night,  Messrs. 
Drew  and  Scott  were  elected  chairman  and  vice  respec- 
tively ; Messrs.  Drew  and  Masters  auditors.  — ■ G. 
Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 

Dec.  9 Mr.  Parslow  weighed-in  nice  show  of  roach  from 
the  Thames,  winning  the  remaining  Christmas  prize, 
the  winners  being  Messrs.  Ivennibrugh,  Harris, 
Hutchins,  and  Parslow.  The  distribution  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  23,  when  a hearty  welcome  will  be  given 
to  any  anglers  or  friends  who  care  to  drop  in  on  that 
occasion. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  9th  inst. 
our  members  visited  Hatfield  Peverel,  from  whence  they 
were  taken  by  trap  to  fish  the  Chelmer  for  a series  of 
prizes.  A most  enjoyable  day  was  spent,  the  water 
being  in  good  condition,  and  some  good  shows  of  fish 
resulted,  ranging  from  6Jlb.  downwards.  The  following 
are  the  priz9  winners : 1st,  Messrs.  Windier ; 2nd, 
James;  3rd,  Lattimore  ; 4th,  Lambarth  ; 5th,  Merry; 
6th,  Conybeare.  Messrs.  Hutchings  and  Lanning  had 
dace. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road. — Wo  fish  our  Christmas  outing  on 
Dec.  16,  at  Tagg’s  Island,  Hampton  Court,  all  to  go  by 
the  8.15  or  after;  cease  fishing  at  4 p.m.  and  return  by 
the  5,10  train.  1 have  to  report  a blank  on  our  onting 
on  Dec.  9,  and  prizes  left  over  will  be  fished  for  rovfig  ; 
go  where  you  please.  - F.  W.  Martin. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms 
Southwark-strcet,  S.E. — Sinco  my  last  report  tho  follow- 
ing membors  have  woighed-in : J.  Whoelhouso,  chub, 
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roach,  and  dace,  largest  dace  12oz. ; J.  Merrygold,  a 
nice  mixed  bag  of  broam,  roach,  and  jack.  I wish  to 
remind  members  that  we  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes 
on  Dec.  10  at  Staines,  from  the  town  bridge  to  Magna 
Charta  Island  ; tow-path  only.  First  train  leaves 
Waterloo  Station  at  8.20.  Members  coming  by  a later 
tram  mnst  report  themselves  to  the  first  member  they 
meet  before  commencing  to  fish.  There  are  thirty-one 
prizes  to  compete  for.  The  prizes  will  be  presented  on 
•^0.wing'  Wednesday,  club  night.  With  respect  to 
tne  Christmas  holidays  it  has  been  decided  that  members 
may  fash  from  Saturday  to  Wednesday  (Boxing-day),  and 
can  weigh-in  either  once  or  twice  during  that  time. — J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack:,  Bermondsey-street.— On  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd  weighed  in  121b.  of  nice  roach  and  four  jack, 
largest  1-^lb.,  Mr.  J.  Smith  7;>lb.  of  roach,  and  Mr.  J. 
VVarman  lib.  SJoz.  of  roach.  On  the  10th  Mr.  Shepherd 
again  weighed  in  two  jack,  101b.  The  competition  for 
tbe  annual  Christmas  prizes,  consisting  of  joints,  poultry , 
spirits,  and  cigars,  will  take  place  on  Dec.  16,  in  con- 
junction with  the  December  series,  at  Cookham,  radius 
trom  the  commencement  of  Cobbler’s  Cut  to  Bourne  End 
ixaiiway  Bridge.  For  the  convenience  of  members  wish- 
mg  to  catch  the  8.25  from  Paddington,  a conveyance 
will  start  from  the  Hop  Exchange  at  the  corner  ol 
Southwark- street,  in  the  Borough,  at  7 o’clock.  Fare  tc 
Paddington,  6d.— Alf  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Eose  anc 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. — A few  of  oui 
members  were  out  on  Dec.  9,  but  had  no  sport.  Mr.  C 
Davis  saved  a blank  with  roach  from  the  Lea.  Mr 
Paues,  sen.,  weighed  in  31b.  5-j-oz.  of  roach  on  the  12th 
Horn  the  Thames.  TVe  fish  our  match  at  Windsor  on 
Dec.  16  tor  Christmas  prizes.  I may  also  mention  thai 
our  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Dec.  18,  when  al 
angling  friends  are  kindly  invited— Mr.  Pailes,  sen. 
enair  ; Mr.  Kenard,  vice.— A.  Wilshaw. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Free,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  mem- 
bers have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  J.  Watkins  and  B 
Bissell,  a nice  take  of  roach,  the  heaviest  fish  lib.  2£oz. 
aken  by  the  first  named  above.  I hope  some  of  om 
absent  members  will  show  up  next  meeting  night  tc 
settle  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society. — Members 
are  reminded  that  the  pegged-down  match  will  take 
place  at  Bourne  End  on  the  16th  inst.  Mr.  Hiscock 
was  successful  in  Mr.  Bead’s  competition  on  the  9th 
inst.  Several  others  weighed-in.— E.  W.  Wood. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.- 
The  members  of  this  society  fished  for  a series  of  prizes 
at  Wraysbnry  on  Dec.  9.  The  following  members  were 
successful : Messrs.  H.  Moore,  A.  Turner,  A.  Bowater 
A.  Painter,  Wm.  May,  and  Mr,  C.  J.  Clark,  61b.  5oz. 
(one  chub  41b.  2oz.).  The  remaining  prizes  to  be  com- 
peted for  on  Dec.  16  ; go  where  vou  please  ; all  to  go  in 
the  morning.— G.  T.  Jamieson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List. — The 
next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Bloomsbury  Bros. 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Eose  and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Blooms- 
bury, on  Tuesday  next,  Dec.  18th.  This  is  a good 
visiting  club,  and  always  provides  a good  entertainment. 
— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Dec.  23rd  we 
fish  for  three  prizes : one  prize,  Shefford  only ; one 
between  Shefford  and  Arsley  : and  one,  for  roach  only, 
open.  Mr.  Hessee’s  prize  is  still  open  for  roach  at 
Cheshunt.— W.  T.  G. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — Several  members  were  out  on 
the  9th  inst.,  but  only  one  had  fish,  Mr.  W.  Marshall, 
roach.  It  was  decided  that  the  draw  for  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  C.  Kessler,  sen.,  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next, 
therefore  will  secretaries  having  books  please  send  cash 
on  or  before  that  date  or  they  will  be  considered  not 
sold. — Phil. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road,  S.W. 
— Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  9th  inst.,  one 
getting  a jack  : also  a winch  and  line.  Any  angler  who 
lost  it  at  Boydon  can  have  same  by  applying  to  the  club- 
house by  giving  some  description.  Tuesday  next  will  bo 
quarterly  night ; I hope  to  see  all  members  present. — F. 
Ross. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — Our 
return  visit  on  the  No.  2,  Eastern  District,  took  place 
last  Tuesday,  and  was  a great  success.  Mr.  Funnell 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  Burwash  presided  at  the 
piano.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  some  first- 
rate  harmony  : Messrs.  C.  Funnell,  H.  Toome,  Heath, 
Smith,  Roberts,  sen.,  Roberts,  jun.,  C.  Burwash, 
Chamber,  and  Mr.  A.  Pratt ; Mr.  Seymour  gave  several 
selections  on  the  clarionet.  Upon  the  roll  being  called 
seventeen  clubs  were  well  represented.  The  next  visit 
goes  to  the  Eustonians,  when  I hope  they  will  have  as 
good  a muster.  All  those  gentlemen  who  are  on  the 
committee  for  Mr.  Sherwood’s  benefit  are  requested  to 
attend  next  Wednesday,  at  9 o’clock,  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  the  Saturday  night  concert  (Dec.  22) 
at  the  Session  House,  Clerkenwell  Green.— W.  H.  Bur- 
wash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  9afewmembers  were  out  ; 
no  sport ; Mr.  Pocock  just  saving  a blank  with  perch.  On 
Tuesday,  the  llth  inst.,  I had  a very  good  attendance, 
when  it  was  decided  that  the  question  of  having  an  out- 
ing be  deferred  until  Jan.  1 next ; eonsequently  the 
proposed  match  at  Witham  is  withdrawn.  On  Tuesday, 
the  18th,  our  half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 


place  at  the  same  time,  the  respective  winners  of  Christ- 
mas prizes  will  receive  theirs.  Ladies  invited. — S. 

Malby. 

Dulwich.  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose 
Groen,  S.E. — Let  me  remind  members  of  our  competi- 
tion, which  takes  place  on  any  one  day  from  Dec.  16  to 
22  inclusive.  Public  waters,  go  where  and  when  you 
like  ; providing  you  give  me  notice  of  the  day  chosen. — 
Ed.  Morliere. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.  — As  though  in  anticipation  of 
the  treat  in  store  for  them,  our  members  mustered  in 
good  force  on  Dec.  9.  A well-advised  precaution  of 
this  club  to  provide  itself  with  unlimited  tray  accommo- 
dation and  a large  pair  of  scales  was  fully  verified. 
Among  those  weighing-in  were  Messrs.  Phesay,  with 
151b.  13|oz.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Price,  perch  ; Claridge, 
dace;  Lefever,  roach;  Warwick,  jack.  On  Wednesday  Mr. 
Tuck  weighed-in  jack,  largest  71b.  lOoz.  Two  fortnightly 
prizes  and  eight  prizes  remaining  from  peg-down  match 
will  be  fished  at  Ware  (roaming)  on  Dec.  16  ; all  fish  bar 
jack. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Enter- 
prise Club,  Manchee  House.  South  Tottenham. — On 
Dec.  5 we  had  our  second  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.  B.  S.,  when  11s.  was  collected.  Seven  clubs  were 
represented.  The  chair  was  taken  during  the  evening 
by  several  prominent  gentlemen.  Many  thanks  are  due 
to  our  visiting  friends  for  the  kind  way  they  supported 
us  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  Gowen  weighed-in  6jlb.  of 
roach  and  dace  on  the  9th. — J.-  Kipp. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington  Hotel, 
Epsom.  Mr.  Brown  weighed-in  a nice  jack  from  the 
Mole  41b.  13oz.  Mr.  W.  Holt  had  roach  and  dace  from 
Twickenham.  At  the  next  monthly  meeting  (Jan.  2)  a 
smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  above  address.  All 
anglers  are  invited.— J.  Jeffery. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  Dec.  9 we  fished  at 
Nayland  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  which  were  taken  as 
follows  : Messrs.  Catt,  first  prize,  with  roach  and  dace  ; 
Talbot,  second,  roach;  Pearce,  third,  roach;  Lane, 
fourth,  roach;  Head,  fifth,  roach;  Oliver,  sixth,  dace. 
Mr-  Lane  also  had  a hybrid  roach-bream  which  was  not 
weighed.  On  Dec.  12  we  had  a special  meeting,  and  the 
prizes  were  arranged  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
The  books  were  balanced  to  date,  showing  a satisfactory 
balance  in  hand,  with  liabilities  practically  nil. — 
Scribe. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Club,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road. — The  outing  on  Dec.  9 did  not  prove  a 
very  great  success,  there  only  being  two  prizes  won  out 
of  the  three,  Mr.  Whitebread  taking  the  first  prize  with 
3jlb.  of  roach  and  bream,  and  Mr.  Yanhegan  the  second 
prize  with  21b.  12oz.  of  bream.— G.  P. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W. — On  Dec.  9 the  following  weighed-in  • 
Messrs.  Bailey,  8*lb.  roach  ; Bowring,  61b.  7oz.,  roach 
and  dace  ; and  Glaister,  61b.  roach.  On  Dec.  16  our 
outing  will  take  place,  entries  can  be  made  in  the  bar 
book  up  to  12  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Dec.  15,  all  to  meet  on 
Maidenhead  Bridge  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
arrival  of  the  train  that  leaves  Paddington  at 
8 25  a.m.  'on  the  morning.  Members  may  go  down  on 
the  Saturday,  but  not  fish  the  sweepstake  waters  before 
the  day,  or  they  will  be  disqualified.  On  Tuesday, 
Dec.  18,  our  monthly  concert  will  take  place,  when  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many  friends  and  members  of 
other  societies  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  visit  us. — 
John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society. — The  members 
fished  off  the  remaining  prizes  at  St.  Margaret’s,  on  the 
9th  inst.,  when  they  were  taken  by  the  following  in 
rotation  : Mr.  S.  Safnpson,  1st  ; Mr.  F.  Rayner,  2nd  ; 
Mr.  Murphy,  3rd  ; Mr.  Almerath,  4th  ; Mr.  Ben  Smith’, 
5th.  Our  Christmas  prizes  will  be  given  up  on  next 
Tuesday,  the  18th  inst.  ; and  also  the  percentage  will 
be  shared  to  all  those  entitled  to  share  in  it.  I hope  all 
those  members  will  be  present  on  the  night  to  receive 
their  prizes. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — On  the 
9th  inst.  we  had  a few  roach  weighed-in  by  Messrs. 
J.  A.  Fitch,  101b.  3in. ; C.  Watling,  91b.  loz. ; J. 
Osborne,  71b.  2oz.,  and  E.  Mogg,  a pretty  show  of  rudd, 
101b.  loz.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— On  the 

6th  inst.  this  society  held  its  fourth  salt  water  match  in 
the  river.  We  have  to  report  a much  better  catch  than 
in  any  of  the  foregoing  matches,  fourteen  competitors 
weighing  in  781b.  of  fish,  mostly  codling.  Messrs. 
Edwards,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Bradshaw  being  the 
prize  winners,  Mr.  Edwards  also  taking  a special  prize 
presented  to  the  society  (through  Mr.  A.  E.Bond)  for  the 
largest  number  of  fish  weighed-in  at  the  match.  Mr.  C. 
W.  Pitcher  was  the  umpire.  On  the  llth  inst.  a pike 
and  perch  match  was  held  at  Barton,  in  which  six 
members  took  part,  weighing-in  nine  fish  of  the  gross 
weight  of  351b.  6oz.  ; in  addition  to  this  four  jack  undor 
the  regulation  size  of  20in.  were  returned  to  the  water. 
Messrs.  Pratt,  Blake,  and  Williams  were  the  winners  of 
the  prizes,  and  Mr.  W.  Johnson  the  umpire.  The  usual 
salt  water  match  will  be  held  in  the  river  from  the  White 
House  on  Boxing  Day,  for  which  a large  numbor  of 
entries  have  already  been  received,  and,  given  suitable 
weather,  an  enjoyable  day  is  anticipated,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Bradshaw  being  clerk  of  the  scales. 

Greenwich.  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
Royal  Hill. — Several  members  visited  Deal  on  Saturday 
last,  and  Messrs.  Marshall,  Holding,  and  Ford  had  some 
fine  takes  of  whiting  and  cod,  several  of  the  former 
being  close  upon  31b.  each,  whilst  the  best  cod  was 
secured  by  Mr.  Holding,  after  nearly  twenty  minutes’ 


hard  fight  in  a strong  tide,  and  weighed  exactly  211b. 
The  rebuilding  of  the  above  premises  is  now  complete, 
and  the  members  once  more  find  cosy  quarters  in  their 
new  club-room,  thanks  to  the  kindly  consideration  of 
Host  Murriu,  and  early  in  the  new  year  an  invitation 
smoker  will  take  place  to  christen  the  new  room.  Mem- 
bers of  other  societies  will  be  cordially  welcome.  The 
date  will  be  announced. — G.  J.  Toynbee. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  meeting  last 
Tuesday  Dr.  Brunton  occupied  the  chair.  Among  other 
matters  the  following  reports  of  fishing  were  made  : — 
Mr.  Marshall,  three  score  of  whiting  at  Deal ; Mr.  Cook, 
one  chub  of  2Jlb.  ; and  another  of  21b.,  Dr.  Brunton. 
Mr.  F.  M.  Jonas  presented  the  society  with  a pike 
(mounted),  which  was  caught  by  him  about  four  years 
ago  in  the  Lea,  and  then  weighed  26jlb.  The  secretary 
read  a paper  on  “Fly-fishing  for  trout.” 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Dec.  9 
a few  members  were  out,  but  no  sport.  On  Dec.  13 
Messrs.  Short  aad  Leigh  were  out  and  had  some 
nice  jack.  On  Dec.  16  five  prizes  will  be  competed  for 
as  Christmas  prizes  ; members  to  leave  London  after 
5 a.m.  ; to  show  their  fish  at  the  club  house  by  9 o’clock  ; 
rovingfrom  Tottenham  Lock  to  Hertford,  in  the  Lea. — M. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Sir  John  Cass,  Victoria 
Park-road,  Mare-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  Tuesday 
last,  the  llth,  I am  very  pleased  to  announce  that  we 
elected  eleven  new  members  (a  very  satisfactory  begin- 
ning) at  our  new  quarters  ; and  after  the  business  of  the 
club,  we  finished  up  the  evening  by  our  host’s  invita- 
tion to  a smoking  concert. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  Dee.  9 the 
following  weighed-in  : Mr.  Dacast,  perch;  Mr.  A.  Fish, 
bream  ; myself,  roach  ; Mr.  John  Davis,  a nice  pike  ; 
Mr.  Bagshaw,  sen.,  jack.  The  two  remaining  Christmas 
prizes  were  not  won,  members  may  compete  for  them  on 
Dec.  16,  go  where  they  like,  but  must  sign  on  the 
morning.  Mr.  Braharn  will  be  at  the  Coffee  House  from 
seven  to  eight  o’clock. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Dec.  9 
S.  Cole  weighed-in  dace,  winning  a Christmas  prize  ; S. 
Gillett  weighed-in  chub.  The  distribution  of  Christmas 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  21. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Dec.  9,  but  had  little  sport.  Only  Mr. 
Ceeleyhad  fish  (a  very  nice  perch,  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank.  On  Tuesday  a new  member  was  balloted  in.  I 
hope  to  see  a strong  muster  of  members  and  friends  on 
Dec.  16  to  give  our  new  landlord  a house  warming. — 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  five  special  prizes  on  Dec.  9,  at  Shiplake, 
Mr.  H.  Butt  secured  first  honours,  Mr.  G.  Nunn,  second  ; 
Mr.  N.  Martin,  third  ; Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard,  fourth  ; Mr. 
C.  Hayward,  fifth.  Only  two  of  the  three  special 
prizes  fished  for  at  Great  Marlow  on  Wednesday  last 
were  taken,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Mecham  and  G.  Nunn  being 
the  winners.  As  already  announced  the  members  will 
compete  for  a series  of  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  16, 
Competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred). — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — On  Dec.  9 wo  fished  a match  at  Taplowfor 
four  prizes,  but  only  three  were  taken,  the  winners  being 
Messrs.  Johnson,  H.  Wright,  and  E.  Challen  in  the 
order  named.  Mr.  Gilder  had  a nice  show  of  roach  from 
the  Thames,  111b. — A.  Ide. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn.  4e.v 
Cross-road,  S.E. — On  the  6th  inst.  Mr.  A.  J.  Matter 
had  another  good  day  pike  fishing,  landing  no  less  than 
thirteen  sizable  fish,  all  taken  with  snap  tackle,  as  none 
of  them  were  our  specimen  sizo  the  greater  part  were 
returned,  only  191b.  being  brought  to  the  clubhouse.— - 
W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  tbe  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
— Result  of  match  on  the  9th  inst.  : Mr.  C.  T.  Carter, 
roach  and  dace,  1st ; Mr.  T.  Kirk,  perch  and  roach,  2nd  ; 
Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  chub  and  dace,  3rd.  Mr.  Kirk,  had 
a perch  of  lib.  61oz.  ; and  Mr.  Mason  a chub  11b.  7Joz. 
Next  meeting  on  the  19th  inst.— S.  Burton. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — The  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  has  very  kindly  reduced  the 
anglers’  fares  as  under  : James-street  Landing  Stage 
and  Woodside  to  Bala,  from  7s.  8d.  to  63.  43.  .-  to  Carrog, 
from  5s.  9d.  to  4s.  lOd.  ; to  Chirk,  from  4s.  7d.  to 
33.  lid. ; to  Llangollen,  from  43.  lOd.  to  4s.  id.  ; to 
Rossett,  from  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  5d.  ; to  Ruabon,  from  Is.  to 
3s.  6d.  This  is  a stop  in  the  right  direction,  and  we 
thank  this  company  very  heartily  for  the  reduction, 
which  is  between  15  and  16  per  cent.  We  hope  soon  to 
have  single  fares  for  the  double  journey. — Rd.  Wool- 
fall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 
The  tickets  for  our  fourth  annual  dinner,  which  takes 
place  on  Jan.  10,  will  be  ready  by  Monday  next,  and  ay 
be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse  or  from  any  of  the 
members.  Will  members  kindly  attend  the  meeting.  >n 
Monday  next.— James  Reynolds. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Javerit, 
King  Henry’s-walk,  N. — Messrs.  H.  Stockdal-  and  H. 
Garrett,  during  the  week,  have  had  some  nice  roach 
and  dace.  We  have  made  a new  working  member,  i 
hope  some  of  the  old  members  who  have  not  been  up 
lately  will  putin  an  appearance  on  Tuesday  next.— .1  no. 
Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate- street,  Holborn. — Several  members  were  out 
on  the  9th,  but  with  poor  results.  A smoking  concert 
will  take  place  at  the  above  on  the  17th,  when  I hope  to 
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seo  a pood  muster  in  aid  of  the  Thame 
Fund, — H.  It.  . ,,  , 

Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgalo-stroet,  Holborn.  a. 
smoking  concert  will  be  hold  by  the  abovo  club  on  Mon 
day,  Deo.  17,  on  behalf  of  tbo  Thames  Preservation 
Society,  to  commoneo  at  8.110  p.m. — J.  Long. 

North  East  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Our 
members  have  had  two  outings  for  Christmas  prizes  as 
follows  : Messrs.  A.  Lewis,  1st ; C.  Lamb,  sen.,  2nd  ; W. 
Richards,  3rd;  W.  Moye,  4th  ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,5th  ; G 
Smith,  Oth  ; W.  Moore,  7tli  ; J.  Eaton,  8th ; tr. 
Day  cook,  jun.,  Dth  : G.  Millwood,  tOth  ; and  J.  Bedwell, 
11th.  Various  othor  prizos  that  have  not  beon  taken 
will  bo  open  for  discussion  on  Dec.  19.  Prizes  to  be  dis- 
tributed on  Monday,  Doc.  21,  botween  8.30  and  10  .10.  ()n 
Doc.  9,  Messrs.  G.  Daycock,  W.  Moore,  and  C.  Lamb, 
jun  , had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  perch.  A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — No  prizos  were  taken  on  the  Jth  at 
Ware,  members  will  therefore  continue  to  fish  for  them 
until  they  are  won  at  that  place.  Mr  Erwood  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Lea  on  the  13th.  Will 
mombers  show  up  next  Wednesday,  as  there  one  or  two 

matters  to  bring  forward.— Greg 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  N. — On  Dec.  2 the  following 
members  woighed-in : Messrs.  Hill,  perch  ; 
roach  and  dace  ; Souch  and  Whittaker,  perch.  On  the 
9th  although  several  were  out,  both  on  the  Thames  and 
Lea,  only  Mr.  J.  Bygrave,  jun.,  weighed  in  roach  and 
dace  from  Cheshnnt  ; heaviest  roach,  d\oz.  ; dace,  7jOZ. 

— J.  CUTHBERT. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— The  next  visit  on  the  No.  1 Eastern 
District  takes  place  at  our  society  on  Monday,  Dec.  17, 
when  I hope  to  see  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend.  Clubs  not  receiving 
notice  will  take  this  as  such.  A few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  9th  inst.  for  Christmas  prizes,  when  the 
following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  C.  Coldwell,  jack  and 
perch  ; K.  Vyle,  jack  and  chub  ; Dew,  roach  ; Thompson, 
roach  ; and  Bell,  jack.  The  remaining  ten  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  the  lfith  inst. — W.  Skeggs. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Bussell 
street  Oxford-street,  E.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  9th  inst.  Messrs.  Wilton  and  Creasy  both 
weighed-in  a fine  show  of  roach  ; G.  Ayliffe,  perch.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  on  the  19th,  as  our  prize  dis 
tribution  takes  place.— W.  Bussell. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prmce 
Albert,  Bosemary-road,  Peckham. — The  result  of  our 
Christmas  prizes  outing  on  Dec.  9 (when  all  the  prizes 
were  taken)  was  as  follows : Messrs.  Clarke,  1st ; 

Holding,  2nd ; Etherington,  3rd  ; Holt,  4th ; Gardham, 
5th;  Gibbs,  6th;  Boyal,  7th;  Steedman,  8th.  I hope 
the  clubs  on  the  S.L.U.V.  list  will  remember  our  visit  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  18,  as  I expect  some  grand  talent  on  that 
occasion. —G.  Etherington. 

phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road  N.W.— On  Dec.  9 we  had  a good  show  of  jack, 
roach  dace,  and  gudgeon.  The  Christmas  prizes  were 
•won  as  follows  : Alec  Mares,  Boxall's  prize  ; F.  Harmer, 
Barrett’s  leg  of  mutton  : Thridgould,  Old  Bill’s  tonics 
and  cheroots  ; C.  Dove,  Mr.  Harrison’s  10s.  6d.  Messrs. 
Bouffler,  Keillar,  F.  Dove,  B.  Carr,  Heelas,  Lake, 
Little,  and  J.  Carr,  had  fish.— B.  C.  .'.  _ 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bising  Sun, 
Harper-street.— Our  members  bad  a good  show  of  fish 
on  Dec.  9 : Messrs.  J.  Hattersley,  roach,  chub,  and 
dace  • Mitchell,  roach,  chub,  and  dace ; Line,  roach  ; 
and  Freidel,  jack.  Mr.  Harding  was  proposed  as  a 
working  member.  Next  Wsdesday  will  be  proposition 
night,  when  I hope  all  members  will  be  present.  Mr. 
Line  had  a grand  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames  on 
Wednesday. -T.  H.  Mitchell. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street,  W.— Our 
Christmas  outing  will  take  place  on  Dec.  23,  at  Taplow, 
roving  ; two  rods  ; catch  own  live  baits  ; register  fish 
at  the  Iron  House  at  5.45  p.m.  A smoking  concert  will 
take  place  on  the  26th  (Boxing  Night)  when  all  anglers 
and  friends  are  cordially  invited.  Ladies  admitted. — 

Bose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
street,  Marylebone. — Fishing  on  Dec.  9,  Mr.  Payne  took 
a fine  chub.  The  prizes  won  in  the  late  roving  competi- 
tion will  be  presented  on  Monday  next,  the  17th  inst. 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend. — B.  E.  Bogers. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Bussia, 
St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell.— We  have  had  only  a 
few  fish  shown  lately,  Mr.  Warren  having  chub  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  Thorling  a good  show  of  jack,  roach,  and 
perch  on  the  8th  inst.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  G. 
Jeffreys  exhibited  a novelty  in  the  shape  of  a collapsible 
bait  can  to  go  in  the  coat  pocket,  yet  large  enough  to 
hold  three  dozen  baits.  He  was  advised  to  send  it  to 
some  good  firm  of  tackle  makers.  On  Wednesday  next, 
the  19th,  we  have  a leg  of  mutton  supper,  to  be  followed 
by  a concert.  Any  friends  wishing  to  join  us  must  send 
in  their  names  by  Monday  next — E.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-Btreet. — Besult  of  fishing  at  Amberley  on  the 
9th  inst.  ; Mr.  J.  Wright,  first  prize,  given  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Howell,  a case  of  English  stuffed  birds  that  were  shot 
by  himHolf.  The  remaining  case  of  foreign  birds,  given 
by  Mr.  S.  Howell,  will  be  fished  for  on  the  16th,  roving, 
at  Staines,  from  Boll  Weir  to  the  Bailway  Bridge,  tow- 
path  only.  The  quarterly  prizes  were  handed  to  the 
various  winners,  viz.  : Mr.  G.  Ballinger,  cup  givon  by 
the  host  (Mr.  H.  Mulley),  and  a money  prize:  Mr.  J. 
Wright,  case  of  birds  and  money  prize;  Mr.  Stovens, 
money  prize  ; Mr.  Stone,  money  prize  ; Mr,  J.  T.  Wright, 
ditto  j and  Mr.  Bignell, ditto.  Messrs.  Anstey  and  Walkor 
wore  elected  auditors  for  the  past  quarter.  All  members 


to  go  by  tbo  first  train  from  Waterloo  on  the  16th.  Messrs. 
Harmer  and  G.  George  had  a grand  take  of  roach  at 
Amberley,  on  the  10th.  The  largest  roach  caught  by  the 
latter  gentleman,  weighed  21b.  2Joz.  J.  Weight. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington.  — On  Dec.  9 Mr.  Gayver 
weighod-in  jack ; Mr.  Edwards,  porch  ; both  these 
gentlemen  had  several  jack  of  22in.,  which  were  returned, 
our  standard  being  24in.  woighable.  Prizes  not  taken 
last  week  can  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  16,  members  to 
choose  their  own  watora  upon  same  terms  as  last.  Five 
shillings  was  granted  to  Thames  Biver  Keepers’  Dinner 
Fund.  One  new  member  was  admitted.  Please  notice 
that  in  future,  Buie  10  will  be  strictly  enforced.— J.  G. 
Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.  — The 
following  members  had  fish  on  the  9th  inst.  ; Messrs. 
Lambert  with  jack,  131b.  lljoz.  (one  fish  41b.  ll:]oz.); 
Petra,  roach,  51b.  8oz.  King,  Eoach,  North,  Boherts, 

S.  Wright.  J.  Wright  also  had  fish.  Members  will 
piease  note  that  Dec.  16  at  Taplow  is  the  place  and 
day  fixed  for  Christmas  prizes.— C.  B.  Lumley. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. —On  Dec.  9 Mr.  Smales  was 
the  only  member  who  weighed-in,  he  having  jack  and 
roach.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Beading  on 
Dec.  16.  Train  leaves  Paddington  9 a.m.,  Waterloo 
8.35  a.m.  All  fish  to  weigh.  Two  rods.  AH  to  meet 
outside  G.W.B.  station  at  Beading  before  commencing 
the  competition. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Botherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— The  outing  for  the 
Christmas  prizes  will  take  place  on  Dec.  16  at  Kingston  ; 
members  and  friends  to  go  down  by  the  nine  o’clock  train 
from  Waterloo.  We  have  two  dozen  seasonable  gifts 
to  fish  for,  and  everyone  who  attends  the  competition 
will  secure  a prize.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  have 
members’ prizes  to  fish  for,  viz.,  Mr.  Giddy,  half-guinea; 
Mr.  Godley,  half-guinea  ; Mr.  Jeffrey,  felt  hat;  Mr.  J. 
Smith,  felt  hat ; a clock  presented  by  the  proprietors  of 
Illustrated  Bits,  and  also  a Pearson's  Weekly  knife.  A 
new  member  was  proposed  last  week.  The  prizes  of  the 
Christmas  competition  will  be  presented  at  a smoking 
concert  to  be  held  in  our  hall  attached  to  the  Institute, 
on  Friday,  Dec.  21,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  atten- 

1 South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the 
Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Prince 
Albert,  East  Surrey-grove,  St.  George’s-road,  Peckham, 
on  Tuesday,  the  18th,  when  I trust  to  see  as  goodly  a 
muster  of  societies  represented  as  at  the  last  visit  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope. — Alf.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  46,  Bhodes- 
weil-road.  Stepney. — Most  of  the  members  on  Dec.  9 
fished  in  the  pegged-down  match  at  Witham,  but  not  a 
fish  was  taken  (weighable)  amongst  the  lot  of  them. 
Members  please  come  up  on  Friday  next  to  settle  where 
we  go  to  on  Dec.  16  to  finish  the  match.  The  only 
member  to  weigh-in  on  Dec.  9 was  Mr.  Chamberlain 
with  roach  and  dace  from  another  part. — G.  Marrows. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford.— 
Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  Dec.  9.  Mr. 
W.  Windred,  roach  ; B.  Lawes,  roach  ; J.  Payne,  roaeh  ; 
and  C.  Wilderspin,  roach  and  dace.  The  members  of 
the  above  will  fish  a pegged-down  match  on  Dec.  16  at 
Taplow. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 

Vauxhall  Cross.— The  following  weighed-in  on  the  9th  ; 
Messrs.  Betts,  roach  ; Martin,  roach  ; Morring,  perch 
(largest  fish,  lib.  6oz.).  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Clayton  had 
barbel.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  the  11th,  Mr.  A.  Pain 
in  the  chair.  The  distribution  for  our  Christmas  prizes 
takes  place  on  Friday,  the  21st,  when  I hope  to  see  all 
present,  when  a grand  evening  is  looked  forward  to. 
Prizes  not  taken  last  week  are  to  be  fished  for  on  the  16th 
inst.,  same  conditions. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea,  S.W.  — At 
the  outing  on  Dec.  9 the  prizes  were  taken  as  foUows  : 
Gold  pin  and  scarf,  presented  by  Mr.  Alexandra  for  best 
specimen  roach,  Mr.  F.  W.  Bobinson  ; gross  weight, 
presented  by  the  club,  Mr.  F.  W.  Bobinson  ; and  second 
gross  weight  beingtaken  by  Mr.  A.  Glass.  Several  other 
members  had  fish.  Mr.  C.  Coombe,  who  did  not  take 
part  in  the  match,  weighed-in  some  fine  perch.— 
E.  Sutehall. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms,  Waltham  — For 
a fortnight  we  have  had  only  one  fish,  Mr.  C.  SaviHe 
having  a jack  of  21b.  loz.  Deceased  brother  G.  Webber’s 
box  will  be  fished  for  at  Christmas.  Quarterly  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Deo.  29.  - London  and  provin- 
cial members  please  notice,  as  there  is  important  busi- 
ness to  be  settled.  Fish  may  be  weighod-in  for  annual 
prizos  on  Dec.  22  and  23,  and  on  Christmas  Day  and 
Boxing  Day.— A.  G.  Beach.  . 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Some  of  the 
members  visited  Ponder’s  End  on  Deo.  9 to  fish  for  the 
remaining  prizes,  but  wore  unfortunate  in  not  getting 
any  fish.  On  Dec.  16  they  will  again  bo  fished  for  at 
Ponder’s  End.  Mr.  Tisley  showed  a fine  tench,  weighing 
21b.  Hhoz.,  that  he  caught  in  Games’s  wators,  Higliam 
Hill.  Quartorly  night,  Jan.  2,1895. — J.  Cantrell. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street  Walworth,  S.E.— Our  Christmas  com- 
petition for  nine  prizos  will  be  fished  at  Staines  on  tko 
16th,  from  Ponton  Hook  to  Staines  Bridge  (including  the 
Hook).  Two  rods  allowed;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Train 
leaves  Waterloo  at  8,15.  We  had  a good  meeting  on 
Wodnosday,  Mr.  Groom  in  tho  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
Haines  in  tho  vice-chair,  when  tho  accounts  lor  the  past 


half-year  having  been  audited,  the  balance-sheet  was 
produced,  showing  a healthy  state  of  affairs-  The  prizes 
in  the  Christmas  competition  will  bo  distributed  next 
Wednesday. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Sociey,  Clothworkers’  Aral*. 
Arlington-atrect,  New  North-road. — On  tbo  0th  we  had 
a few  roach  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Kerin.  We  have  a match 
at  Witham  on  Dec.  10  for  five  half-guinea  prizeB.  All 
to  go  by  the  first  train  from  Liverpool-street  station. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  the  9th  inst.  thq 
following  weighed-in  : Mr.  T.  Lindsell,  three  jack, 
weighing  171b.  5oz. ; Mr.  F.  Horner,  21b.  8joz.  of  roach; 
Mr.  H.  Mills,  roach.  Wj3  fish  a match  at  the  Llue 
Mills,  at  Witham,  on  Dec.  28  ; all  to  go  by  the 
that  leaves  Stratford  on  the  morning  at  7.50  a.m.  Crnb 
secretaries  are  reminded  that  we  have  a concert  on 
Friday,  Dec.  21,  to  distribute  our  Christmas  prizes  and 
all  members  of  other  clubs  will  be  doing  ns  a kindness 
by  attending  on  that  night. — K.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  Tuesday  last 
at  a special  meeting  it  was  arranged  to  hold  a match  at 
Hampton  Court  on  Dec.  16,  for  four  club  prizes  also 
private  prizes  ; to  start  from  Vauxhall  at  8 o clock,  to 
cease  fishing  at  half-past  four ; two  rods ; all  fish  to 
weigh  according  to  rules. — J.  G.  . 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.-  Members  whose  subscriptions  are  in 
arrears  will  not  be  eligible  to  compete  for  our  Christmas 
prizes,  the  20th  inst.  being  limit  night.  Oar  Christmas 
competition  commences  on  Dec.  23  and  closes  Dec. 
(both  days  inclusive).  Members  are  open  to  fish  on  any 
day  during  the  week,  but  must  give  a written  notice  to 
the  secretary  declaring  which  day  they  intend  to  com- 
pete. Such  notice  to  reach  the  clubhouse  on  or  before 
the  morning  of  declaration,  and  no  member  to  weigh-in 
any  fish  for  the  competition  other  than  those  caught  on 
the  day  (excepting  specimen  fish)  for  the  usual  clno 
prizes.  Our  president  has  offered  a Bickerdyke  s Book 
on  Angling  ” for  the  largest  roach  over  lib.  taken  during 
the  competition  — J.  J.  Hunter.  _ 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead.— Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  and  the  weigh-in  was  as  follows  : Messrs. 
W E.  Mathews,  roach,  perch,  and  dace,  81b.  7oz. ; 
W.  G.  Northam,  pike,  21b.  3Joz.  Will  all  members 
kindly  make  a point  of  being  present  at  meeting  to  be 
held  on  19th  inst,  a full  room  being  required.— F. 

^Ye'oide  Three  Colts  Piscatorials,  Old  Ford-road. 

—There  will  be  a prize  outing  on  Dec.  11  for  two 
prizes ; open  match ; train  leaves  Moorgate-street  8.5b 
to  Child’s  Hill  via  Metropolitan. — J.  Davis. 


The  Severn  Fishery  District.— In  the  Queen’s 
Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Tuesday, 
the  case  of  Evans  v.  O.ven  and  another  came  before  Jslr. 
Justice  Wills  and  Mr.  Justice  Wright,  sitting  as  a 
Divisional  Court.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  said  this  was  a case 
stated  by  the  justices  of  Llanfyllin,  Montgomeryshire, 
for  the  opinion  of  the  court  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
word  tributary  in  a certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  defining  the  salmon  fishery  district  of  the  river 
Severn.  The  certificate  included  all  tributaries,  and  m 
this  case  two  lads  were  found  unlawfully  fishing,  tor 
trout  in  a brook  which  bad  no  name,  but  which  ran  into 
a stream  called  the  Cain,  the  latter  running  into  a river 
called  the  Yyrnwy,  which,  in  turn,  ran  into  the  Severn. 
The  question  was  whether  this  brook  was  a tributary 
to  the  Severn,  and  it  was  an  important  point  tor  tbe 
Fishery  Board.  The  justices  dismissed  the  case  on  tbe 
ground  that  the  brook  was  not  within  the  Severn 
Fishery  District,  but  in  this  he  contended,  on  tbe 
certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  on  decided  cases, 
they  were  wrong.  No  one  appeared  on  the  other  side, 
and  the  court  held  that  this  brook  was  a tributary  ot 
the  Severn  within  the  Home  Secretary’s  order,  and  sent 
the  case  back  to  the  justices  with  an  intimation  that  a 
conviction  ought  to  follow. 
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December  15,  1894] 


THE  HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  COMFANY. 

Thb  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  Stirling,  N.B., 
have  just  issued  their  annual  list  for  the  season  1894- 
1895,  and  from  which  we  ( struct  the  following  i — 

The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  in  issuing  the  price 
list  for  season  1894-95,  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  they  have  on  hand  for  Bale  this  season  a larger 
quantity  than  ever  of  well  grown  young  trout. 

The  earliest  ova  will  be  ready  to  send  out  before 
Christmas.  Early  eggs  are  specially  recommended  for 
those  who  use  hatching-houses,  where  the  young  fry  are 
protected  from  frost,  but  they  are  no t recommended  for 
redds,  except  in  the  mildest  parts  of  the  country. 

The  best  eggs  for  redds  are  Ihose  wbioh  hatch  in 
Febrnary,  and  as  a general  rule  the  colder  the  district 
the  later  eggs  should  hatch. 

It  is  almost  entirely  a question  of  food  ; the  object 
should  be  to  so  lime  the  hatching  that  the  young  fry,  on 
commencing  to  feed,  may  get  the  earliest  of  the  natural 
feeding  in  the  water. 

Even  in  the  same  river  it  is  beBt  (where  redds  are 
used)  to  haoeh  out  the  eggs  on  the  lower  portions  before 
thosp  on  the  upper. 

We  expect  to  have  a quantity  of  rainbow  trout  ova 
- — from  our  own  fish— -for  sale  in  April.  We  also  have 
for  sale  from  15,000  to  20,000  rainbow  trout  yearlings, 
reared  from  imported  ova,  and  from  ova  of  our  own 
stock,  of  this  very  quick-growing  and  handsome  fish. 

We  have  a limited  number  of  “ Zebras  ” — yearlings, 
two-year-olds,  and  older  fish — which  we  offer  at  the 
same  rates  as  fontinalis.  This  hybrid  is  across  between 
trout  and  fontinalis,  and  is  a very  beautiful  and  good 
sporting  fish,  suitable  for  ponds,  &c.,  with  no  spawning 
ground  ; and  also  where  variety  in  the  basket  is  desired. 

A river,  lake,  or  pond  maybe  stocked  successfully,  but 
in  different  places,  either  by  means  of  ova  sown  in  redds, 
or  by  fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year-olds.  The  difficulty  is 
to  judge  how  the  best  return  can  be  got  for  the  cost. 

If  there  is  any  depth  of  water,  by  two-year-olds  will 
always  be  the  safest  and  the  speediest  mode  of  stocking, 
but  in  many  lakes,  and  some  rivers,  the  quantity  of  fish 
required  is  so  large  that,  in  the  interest  of  due  economy, 
time  must  be  sacrificed,  and  some  mode  of  stocking 
cheaper  than  by  two-year-olds  resorted  to.  If  there 
are  many  small  gravelly  streams  suitable  for  young 
fry  from  alovinage  to  six  months  old,  and  clear  water 
in  abundance,  then  ova  sown  in  redds  is  undoubtedly  the 
best  method  ; if  there  are  small  streams  feeding  the 
water  to  be  stocked,  but  not  sufficiently  clear  to  ensure 
the  success  of  ova  sown  in  redds,  then  three-month-olds 
fry  are  to  be  recommended  ; but  our  experience  is  that 
there  is  no  half-way  house  between  ora  sown  in  redds  and 
three-month-olds  fry.  Younger  fry  are  too  risky  ; they 
may  do,  but  only  where  ova  would  do  as  well  and  at  half 
the  cost. 

Ova  from  Howietoun,  being  taken  from  splendid 
mature  fish,  and  combined  with  our  unrivalled  system 
of  hatching,  selection,  and  packing,  ensures  the  best 
possible  return  to  the  customer,  in  the  vitality  practi- 
cally of  every  ovum  sent  out. 

Ova  will  be  forwarded  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
purchasers  in  any  stage  after  the  eye  spots  are 
visible.  It  is  recommended  that  generally,  and 
especially  for  redds,  ova  be  forwarded  cn  the  point 
of  hatching. 

Fry  are  forwarded  three  months  after  hatching — in 
April  and  May. 

Yearlings  vary  from  2Jin.  to  5in.  from  November  to 
June  ; they  are  always  forwarded  over  3in.,  with 
perhaps  the  exception  of  a very  small  percentage,  The 
earliest  orders  obtain  the  best  fish,  since  the  most 
advanced  ponds  are  dispatched  first.  It  is  therefore  a 
mistake  to  order  in  May,  as,  even  if  there  then  be  sur- 
plus yearlings  on  hand  (which  is  very  uncertain),  they 
are  the  latest  and  not  the  largest  fish.  If  fish  are  re- 
quired late  in  the  season,  order  early  and  have  them 
reserved. 

Yearlings  are,  par  excellence,  the  size  for  general 
purposes.  They  are  strong  enough  to  find  their  own 
tood,  thus  avoiding  the  principal  cause  of  mortality 
among  fry,  namely,  starvation;  they  are  easily  carried, 
and  stand  the  journey  well  ; they  accommodate  them- 
selves with  the  greatest  facility  to  new  water  ; and  they 
thrive  so  fast  in  ponds  that  they  will  be  found  a very 
profitable  investment. 

Two-year-olds  run  from  5in.  to  9in.  from  November 
to  June  ; they  are  always  forwarded  over  5Jin.,  and  are 
recommended  when  sport  in  the  shortest  possible  time 
is  required. 

The  Special  Price  List  contains  cur  quotations 
delivered  at  our  cost  and  risk  at  any  railway  station 
in  England  or  Scotland.  The  date  of  delivery  to  be  at 
option  of  Fishery,  and  also  the  date  of  re-delivery  in 
case  of  loss. 

The  Ordinary  Price  List  contains  the  prices  on  rail  at 
Stirling — for  quantities  not  less  than  those  quoted— all 
further  expenses  of  delivery  being  charged  in  addition. 
This  arrangement  offers  the  fullest  advantage  to 
customers  of  any  reduction  in  the  estimated  cost  of 
delivery,  due  either  to  largeness  of  order,  diminution 
of  distance,  and  favourable  weather. 

The  Fishery  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  decline  any 
order. 

Orders  are  only  accepted  on  the  following  terms  : Net 
cash  on  receipt  of  account.  Tanks  and  ova  boxes  to  be 
sent  back  as  return  empties  by  passenger  train  same  day 
if  possible. 

A competent  man  can  be  sent  with  fish  if  required. 

Ova  for  Exportation  : 

S.  levenensis  ...  per  100,000  (including  paoking)  £35  0 0 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


IMPORTANT  FISHERY  CASE. 

MAJOR  ALFRED  GILBEY  v.  MESSRS.  WIGGINS, 

TEAPE,  AND  CO. 

ALLEGED  PoLLtJTION  OE  A STREAM  AT  WOORtTRN. 

Major  Alfred  Gilbey,  of  Wooburn  House,  v.  Messrs. 
Wiggins,  Teape,  and  Co.,  Limited,  paper-makers,  of 
WoOburn. — The  plaintiff  claimed  damages  for  that  the 
defendants  on  or  about  Aug.  7,  1894,  wrongfully  and  in 
breach  of  their  duty  in  that  regard,  caused  or  permitted 
large  quantities  of  weed,  mud,  and  filth  to  flow  from  a 
certain  mill  pond  at  Glory  Mill,  in  the  occupation  of  the 
defendants,  into  a stream  and  fishery  occupied  by  the 
plaintiff  at  Wooburn  House,  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
whereby  large  quantities  of  fish,  the  property  of  the 
plaintiff,  were  killed,  and  that  the  said  stream  and 
fishery  were  choked  and  fouled  with  the  said  weed, 
mud,  and  filth.  The  plaintiff  alternatively  claimed 
damages  for  that  the  defendants  on  or  about  the  said 
day  so  negligently  and  unskilfully  cleaned  out  the  said 
mill  pond  that  large  quantities  of  weed,  mud,  and  filth 
escaped  therefrom  jinto  the  plaintiff’s  stream  and 
fishery,  and  caused  the  damage  aforesaid — viz.,  to 
estimated  loss  of  fish,  <£40 ; to  estimated  cost  of 
cleaning  out  the  said  stream  ani  fishery,  £10;  total 
claim,  £50. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Horton,  barrister  (instructed  by  Messrs. 
Clarke  and  Son),  appeared  for  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  H.  C. 
Biron,  barrister,  defended.  Mr.  Walter  S.  Bunting 
watched  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board. 

Mr.  Horton,  in  opening  the  case,  said  that  his  client 
was  Major  Alfred  Gilbey,  who  some  time  about  May  in 
the  present  year  became  the  tenant  and  occupier  of 
Wooburn  House,  Wooburn.  He  became  the  lessee 
under  a lease  for  fourteen  years.  The  house  was  sur- 
rounded by  a park,  grounds,  and  so  on.  One  of  the  induce- 
ments which  led  to  his  taking  the  place  was  because  the 
Biver  Wye — which,  he  believed,  flowed  through  the 
town  of  Wycombe — flowed  in  front  of  his  hous9  and 
through  his  grounds,  and  naturally  it  considerably 
added  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place.  When  the 
plaintiff  went  to  Wooburn  House  the  stream  was  in  a 
limpid  condition.  From  May  to  August  the  water  was 
so  clear  that  plaintiff  thought  he  might  add  to  the 
fishery  capacities,  and  between  those  months  he  added 
to  the  stock  by  putting  in  750  yearling  trout.  Matters 
went  on  up  to  Aug.  3,  when  Major  Gilbey  went  to 
camp.  He  remained  away  until  about  Aug.  11.  While 
he  was  away,  Mr.  Holland  and  one  or  two  other 
witnesses  would  tell  his  Honour  that  about  Aug.  4 
or  5 they  noticed  that  the  stream,  instead  of  being  clear, 
became  full  of  the  most  horrible  black  mud,  which 
flowed  down  persistently  for  days.  It  suffocated  and 
destroyed  all  plaintiff’s  fish,  and,  in  addition  to 
that,  it  left  an  unsightly  deposit  of  filthy  mud, 
which  at  places  stood  right  out  of  the  water. 
He  believed  the  mud  was  more  than  200  yards  in 
length.  Major  Gilbey  returned  on  Aug.  12,  and  he  then 
noticed  what  had  taken  place.  He  need  hardly 
Bay  that  Major  Gilbey  was  most  disgusted,  and  he 
walked  up  with  Mr.  Holland  to  the  Glory  Mill,  which 
was  nearly  a mile  up  the  stream.  He  believed  the  com- 
pany whichlformerly  worked  that  mill  went  into  liquida- 
tion, and  the  official  liquidator  was  in  possession  of  the 
mill  all  through  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  and 
up  to  the  beginning  of  August.  In  August  the  defen- 
dants became  the  occupiers  of  Glory  Mill.  The  result 
of  the  liquidation  proceedings  was  that  for  some  nine  or 
ten  months  previously  the  mill  had  been  disused,  the 
place  had  been  unoccupied,  and  at  the  mill  head  and 
tail  there  was  a vast  accumulation  of  mud  and  weeds. 
The  defendants,  before  they  could  start  their  mill  or 
work  it,  had  to  see  to  the  cleaning  out  of  the  mill  head 
and  tail.  He  should  call  witnesses  to  show  that  what 
the  defendants  did  was  this : about  Aug.  4 or  5 two 
men  were  sent  into  the  mill  pond — and  the  essential 
point  which  plaintiff  complained  off  was  that  before 
operations  took  place  the  ground-gate  was  lifted  up  from 
the  bottom.  For  the  purpose  of  weed  cutting,  he  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  necessity  to  draw  up  the 
ground-gate.  The  two  men  were  told  to  stir  up  the  mud 
and  to  send  it  on.  There  was  another  well-known  way, 
and  the  proper  way,  of  getting  out  mud  under  these 
circumstances,  and  that  was  by  the  process  known  as 
mud-panning.  This  was  a costly  proceeding.  The 
defendants  deliberately  lifted  up  the  ground-gate  and 
kept  their  men  in  the  water  stirring  it  up  and  sending 
the  mud  down,  with  the  result  that  for  nearly  a week 
weeds,  black  mud,  and  filth  came  down  into  the 
plaintiff’s  premises.  On  Aug.  12,  Major  Gilbey  and 
Mr.  Holland  walked  up  to  Glory  Mill  and  saw  Mr. 
Bamm,  who  showed  them  round,  and  pointed  out  what 
had  been  done.  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Son  were  instructed 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  to  write  to  the  defendants, 
which  they  did  on  Aug.  13,  pointing  out  that  the  fish  in 
the  stream  had  been  destroyed  in  consequence  of  the 
mud  from  the  mill,  and  asking  defendants  to  re-stock 
the  stream  with  trout.  The  defendants  replied  on 
Aug.  14,  stating  that  their  manager  had  told  them  what 
had  been  done,  pointing  cut  that  the  mill  had  been 
closed  f<  r some  months,  that  weeds  had  been  taken  out 
of  their  mill  and  also  out  of  the  mill  higher  up,  and  that 
nothing  harmful  could  possibly  have  got  into  the 
stream.  Of  course  that  letter,  said  counsel,  no  doubt 
so  far  as  it  went,  was  a conciliatory  and  proper  letter, 
but  it  entirely  overlooked  the  grievance  of  which 
plaintiff  complained.  The  main  part  of  the 
grievance  was  not  that  the  weeds  had  accumulated, 
but  that  defendants  had  sent  down  black  mud. 
Upon  Aug.  22  plaintiff’s  solicitors  wrote  to  the  defen- 
* dants  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  their  letter,  and 
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pointing  out  that  thero  could  ho  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact 
that  the  fish  had  been  destroyed  by  the  action  of  defen- 
dants’ servants.  Upon  this  the  plaint  was  laid,  and  ho 
might  once  more  say  what  the  real  point  was  that  the 
plaintiff  complained  of.  It  was  that  instead  of  keeping 
their  sluice  gates  down,  the  defendants  raised  them  at- 
the  bottom,  the  obvious  result  of  which  would  be— and 
the  intentional  result  of  which  would  be — that  the 
whole  of  the  mud  would  be  summarily  ejected  from  their 
own  premises  to  pass  along  to  some  unfortunate  neigh- 
bour down  stream.  He  submitted  that  mill  owners  had 
no  earthly  right  whatever  to  save  themselves  the 
necessary  expense  which  the  cleansing  of  a river  re- 
quired by  passing  that  duty  onto  some  neighbour  down 
the  stream.  As  riparian  owners,  the  defendants  were 
bound  to  see  that  the  stuff — which  had  been  accumu- 
lated by  an  artificial  erection — did  not  escape  to  the 
injury  of  their  neighbours.  He  thought  he  should  be 
able  to  show  conclusively  that  there  was  obvious 
negligence  in  the  way  the  defendants  conducted  their 
operations.  He  would  call  his  witnesses. 

Major  Gilbey  said  that  in  May  this  year  he  became 
the  lessee  and  occupier  of  Wooburn  House  for  a term  of 
fourteen  years.  Under  the  lease  produced  it  was  stipu- 
lated that  he  should  have  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing 
in  the  water  which  flowed  through  the  grounds  of 
Wooburn  House.  Wooburn  House  and  grounds  were 
about  eighty  acres  in  extent,  and  the  length  of  the 
stream  in  his  grounds  was  nearly  a mile.  The  river 
flowed  in  front  of  his  house  and  through  his  private 
grounds. 

Mr.  Biron  said  he  might  as  well  raise  an  objection  at 
this  juncture.  The  only  way  in  which  his  friend,  Mr. 
Horton,  could  frame  his  case  was  this  : he  had  to  prove 
Major  Gilbey’s  title  to  Wooburn  House,  and  directly  he 
had  done  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  prove  the 
title  of  hereditament.  Major  Gilbey,  he  submitted,  had 
no  right  of  action  except  that  wh;ch  he  derived  from 
the  ownership  of  the  land  at  Wooburn  House.  Until 
the  plaintiff  had  established  his  ownership  and  shown 
his  title  to  the  grounds  they  could  not  proceed. 

His  Honour  said  he  had  some  doubt  whether  in  that 
case  the  title  was  really  in  question  at  all. 

Mr.  Biron  : The  title  is  really  in  question  here  because 
the  right  of  fishery  is  incidental. 

His  Honour  said  he  did  not  think  the  question  of 
bond  fide  title  came  in,  and  ruled  that  the  case  should 
proceed. 

Major  Gilbey,  continuing,  said  that  from  May,  when 
he  went  to  Wooburn  House,  until  Aug.  3,  the  state  of 
the  river  was  perfectly  clear.  It  had  a gravelly  bottom. 
With  a view  to  increasing  the  advantages  of  the  place 
he  purchased  some  fish  (500  yearling  trout),  and  turned 
them  into  the  river  on  July  12.  Seeing  that  these  fish 
did  well,  he  turned  250  more  trout  into  the  stream  about 
ten  days  subsequently.  He  obtained  the  fish  from  his 
brother’s  fishery  at  Denham,  and  paid  between  £26  and 
£27  for  them.  The  fish  were  turned  into  the  stream  in 
front  of  his  residence,  and  they  were  perfectly  safe  up 
to  Aug.  3,  when  he  went  away  to  camp.  He  returned  on 
the  evening  of  Aug.  11.  On  the  following  day  he  went 
to  the  river,  and  noticed  that  instead  of  a gravelly 
bottom  there  was  a deposit  of  mud  of  from  eight  inches 
to  a font  deep.  This  was  exactly  opposite  his  home. 
Lower  down  the  deposit  was  quite  two  feet  in  depth. 
There  were  no  fish  to  be  seen.  He  had  the  water  drawn 
off,  and  could  find  no  fish  whatever.  Ho  took  a sample 
of  the  water  from  the  surface  of  the  stream  on  Aug.  12, 
which  he  now  produced.  The  same  day  he  accompanied 
Mr.  Holland  up  the  river  as  far  as  Glory  Mill.  The 
state  of  the  water  from  his  premises  up  to  Glory  Mill 
was  very  thick.  They  saw  Mr.  Bamm  at  Glory  Mill, 
and  he  showed  them  round.  The  state  of  the  water  in 
the  mill  head— above  the  mill — was  clear.  Between 
plaintiff’s  premises  and  Glory  Mill  there  was  a mill 
belonging  to  Mr.  Turney. 

His  Honour  : What  is  the  average  width  of  the  stream 
from  Glory  Mill  to  Wooburn  House  ? 

Major  Gilbey  : Twenty-four  to  thirty  feet. 

Mr.  Horton  : Have  you  any  doubt  at  all  what  killed 
the  fish  ?— Not  the  slightest. 

Mr.  Biron  : We  have  no  evidence  yet  that  the  fish 
were  killed.  (Laughter.! 

In  cross-examination,  the  plaintiff  said  he  did  not  find 
the  750  fish  killed.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
fish  going  down  the  stream.  He  put  the  fish  in  the  main 
stream.  The  mud  was  above  the  water  in  one  or  two 
places.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  customary  for 
riparian  owners  to  cut  rushes  in  August.  Glory  Mill 
was  nearly  a mile  away  from  where  the  mud  was 
deposited.  Mr.  Turney’s  mill  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  plaintiff's  pieoe  of  water,  and  there  was  a mill  pond 
with  rushes  there.  Tho  mud  came  through  Turney’s 
Mill— he  knew  it  as  a fact. 

Do  you  know  a farm  called  Lower  Town  Farm  ?— Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  the  ditch  there  was  being  cleaned 
out  at  tho  same  time  f— No. 

Do  you  know  that  it  is  a very  muddy  and  dirty  ditch  ? 
—No. 

When  you  made  up  your  mind  about  this  matter  you 
did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  this  ditch  f-No. 

For  all  you  know,  Major  Gilbey,  the  mud  might  have 
come  from  this  ditch  as  well  as  from  Glory  Mill  ?— I 
don’t  think  it  could.  I cannot  see  how  it  could. 

Cross-examination  continued  : He  was  a member  of 
the  Thames  Board  of  Conservators,  but  he  had  not 
taken  his  seat  yet.  He  had  made  a complaint  about  tho 
matter  to  Lieut.  Bell,  and  he  knew  that  Lieut.  Bell 
sent  a man  to  look  at  the  mill  and  to  report  about  it. 
He  had  not  seen  the  report,  neither  did  he  know  its  con- 
tents. He  did  not  know  that  the  inspector  reported 
that  there  was  nothing  to  complain  of. 

Ee-examined : He  had  frequently  been  to  Mr. 


590 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


I iiriioy  m mill,  and  if  tboro  bad  boon  any  accumulation 
ut  birt  mill  head  in  Augawt  bo  Mhould  have  noticed  it. 

Mr.  Holland,  fatbor-in-law  of  plaintiff,  of  Camloy, 
near  Maidonhoad,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Gilboy,  cousin  of 
plaintiff,  gave  corroborative  evidence. 

Jam  oh  ltaggott,  footman  in  plaintiff  "m  employ,  Haul 
that  during  tho  week  bis  master  wan  away  from  borne  in 
August  ho  noticed  several  dead  fish  in  tho  stream.  Tho 
mud  wiiH  then  coming  down  tho  stream. 

Cross-examined  : The  dead  fish  wore  small  trout. 
Charles  Kcovch,  of  tho  Manor  Farm,  deposed  that  he 
naw  some  boys  pioking  (load  fish  out  of  tho  lower  ond  of 
tho  stream  in  tho  first  week  in  August— about  Thnrs- 
day.  I'ko  rivor  wan  strewn  with  (load  fish.  Tho 
Htroam  was  vory  muddy  during  tho  August  Bank 
Holiday  week. 

Cross-examined  : Ho  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Tnrnoy 
was  clearing  his  mill  pond  out  at  that  time.  Ho  did  not 
know  that  Mr.  Williams  was  cleaning  his  ditch  out. 
Ho  should  think  there  woro  seven  or  eight  mills  on  tho 
Rtroam  between  Wycomho  and  Wooburn,  and  for  all  ho 
know  thoso  might  have  been  cleaning  their  mill  ponds 
out. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Ramm,  formorly  manager  of  the 
Glory  Mill,  said  the  order  for  liquidation  was  made  on 
March  8 last,  and  ho  remained  on  the  premises  until 
October  9.  The  mill  was  shut  down  on  Feb.  24  last,  and 
witness  handed  over  possession  to  the  defendants  on 
July  31.  When  the  defendants  came  into  possession, 
tho  mill  head  and  tail  were  full  of  mud  and  weeds.  He 
had  been  at  the  mill  nine  years,  and  he  never  remem- 
bered seeing  the  mill  pond  in  such  a bad  condition  as  on 
July  31.  The  mill  pond  was  cleaned  out  either  on 
Aug.  4 or  C.  As  far  as  he  could  remember,  the  weeds 
were  cut  in  the  mill  head,  and  they  floated  down  to  the 
grating.  Ho  saw  some  of  them  taken  out.  He  did  not 
see  any  mud  taken  out.  Later  in  the  Bank  Holiday 
week  ho  saw  a man  in  the  water  raking  with  some 
instrument.  He  saw  tho  sluice-gate  lifted  upon  the  dav 
after  Bank  Holiday. 

His  Honour  : What  distance  was  the  gate  lifted  up  ? 
7. cani^°t  say,  but  I should  think  about  two  feet. 
Examination  continued  : After  the  ground-gate  had 
been  lilted  he  saw  a man  with  a mill  rake — he  believed 
his  name  was  Bovingdon — and  there  was  also  another 
man  in  the  stream,  who  was  “ moving  with  his  hands  ” 
(as  ll  with  an  instrument).  He  believed  the  sluice-gate 
was  open  from  Aug.  5 to  11.  He  did  not  see  any  mud 
on  the  bank.  To  the  best  of  his  recollection  the  man  he 
saw  moving  about  in  the  stream  was  named  Burton. 

C ross-examined  : When  the  weeds  were  cut  it  was  not 
always  necessary  for  men  to  go  into  the  river  ; it  could 
be  done  from  the  bank.  He  did  not  see  any  mud  taken 
out,  but  he  saw  large  quantities  in  the  mill  head. 

Before  the  present  company  came  into  possession  how 
611  "!ere  sluice-gates  pulled  up  to  let  the  water 
through?— There  was  no  occasion  to  pull  the  sluice- 
gates up. 

Are  you  not  aware  that  the  sluicegates  were  pulled 
up  halt  a dozen  times  in  June  and  July? — No. 

Mr.  Arthur  Yernon,  architect,  land  agent,  and  sur- 
veyor, ot  London  and  Wycombe,  said  he  had  acted  as 
surveyor  for  the  Wilton  Park  Estate  for  twenty  years. 
He  went  to  Major  Gilbey’s  fishery  on  Aug.  3 last,  when 
the  water  wa.s  in  its  usual  fairly  clear  condition.  There 
was  a gravelly  bottom  in  many  parts  of  the  stream.  He 
went  to  the  fishery  again  on  Aug.  18,  when  the  water 
was  thick  and  turbid,  and  filled  in  places  with  long 
banks  or  foul  mud.  In  one  part  of  the  stream  there 
were  300  solid  yards  of  mud.  This  was  near  the  centre 
or  the  stream.  He  should  think  there  were  another  600 
yards  of  mud  in  other  parts  of  the  stream  in  plaintiff’s 
grounds.  It  was  absolutely  wrong  to  lift  a ground-gate 
and  let  the  mud  run  down  the  stream.  The  proper  thing 
to  do  was  to  collect  the  solid  matter  and  put  it  on  the 
bank. 

Looking  ak  "bh©  amount  of  mud  when  you  saw  it,  could 
it  have  come  out  of  the  ditch  referred  to  ? — It  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  two  reasons.  First,  you  could 
only  move  solid  mud  by  a rush  of  water  ; and  secondly, 
you  must  have  capacity  to  hold  it.  It  would  take 
j.?11,  ”8’ j1!  my  ?pini°n,  for  mud  to  come  down  from  that 
ditch,  it  it  existed,  owing  to  the  lack  of  stream.  It 
would  cost  from  2s.  fid.  to  3s.  per  yard  to  get  the  mud 
out  ot  the  stream  and  spread  it  on  plaintiff's  ground. 

Cross-examined  : For  a period  of  twenty  years  he  had 
never  seen  the  water  of  the  stream  so  filthy  and  muddy 
as  it  was  on  the  18th  August. 

, , SuPP°siog  the  people  had  been  cleaning  mud  out  of 
the  ditch,  would  not  some  be  sent  into  the  stream? — By 
a very  slow  process. 

JVIr.  Chajrlcs  Xurney  said  he  was  manager  of  tho  mill 
situated  between  Major  Gilbey’s  premises  and  the 
Glory  Mill  The  last  time  their  mill  head  was  cleaned 
out  it  was  done  by  mud-panning.  As  a rule  they  pulled 
their  sluice-gate  up  every  Saturday. 

Cross-examined  : He  could  not  tell  how  long  ago  their 
mill  head  had  Deen  cleaned  out;  perhaps  it  was  five 
years  ago. 

When  a man  goes  into  the  stream  to  cut  rushos  the 
amount  of  mud  stirred  up  would  be  infinitesimal  ?— It 
would  not  be  largo. 

You  wonll  be  surprised  if  from  any  one  mill  1000 
yards  ot  mud  came  out  P— Yes. 

Mr  James  Thurlow,  corn  merchant,  of  High  Wycombe, 
said  be  formerly  occupied  the  Bridge  Mill  in  that  town 
and  he  used  to  preserve  trout  in  tho  stream.  Ho  was 
one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  Angling  Association  in 
Wycombe  In  his  opinion  the  proper  way  to  tako  mud 
out  ot  a stream  was  by  mud-pans.  If  a sluice-gato  were 
raised  tor  the  purpose  of  getting  out  mud  it  was  a 
decidedly  improper  thing  to  do.  Such  a mothod  would 
undoubtedly  lull  fish. 


Cross-examined  ; Tho  cutting  of  the  rushes  would  not 
hurt  the  fish. 

This  concluded  tho  case  for  the  prosecution,  and  it 
was  arranged  to  adjourn  tho  hearing  until  Thursday, 
the  20th  inst.,  in  London. 


THE  IMMATURE  FISH  QUESTION. 

A i,  a HOE  and  influential  deputation  recently  waited 
upon  tho  President  of  tho  Board  of  Trado  with  respect 
to  tho  necessity  of  dealing  with  the  above  question  by 
now  legislation.  Sir  Albert  Kollit,  Sir  Edward  Clarke, 
Mr.  John  Fell,  Alderman  Mudd,  Aldorman  Toozes, 
Alderman  Rayden,  Mr.  Jox,  and  others  took  part  in  tho 
discussion. 

, “ We  are  not  optimists,”  saysth e Fixh  Trades  Gazelle. 
“ To  bo  candid,  wo  have  seen  this  Immature  Fish  Ques- 
tion dangling  about  so  long  that  wo  are  heartily  sick  of 
it.  It  is  now  eleven  yoars  since  tho  Government  was 
called  upon  by  a strong  body  of  representatives  of  the 
fish  trade  and  fishing  industry  to  take  action  in  the 
matter,  and,  in  the  interval,  congresses  have  been  held 
ad  nauseam,  with  a maximum  of  talk  and  a minimum  of 
progress.  We  have,  perhaps,  ourselves  more  than 
indifferent  ministers  to  thank  for  this  result.  To  secure 
a general  agreement  as  to  the  detailed  working  of  an 
Act  for  the  protection  of  small  fish  has  often  seemed 
almost  a hopeless  undertaking  ; and  that  not  out  of  any 
mere  perversity,  but  simply  because  the  interests  and 
experiences  of  men  on  the  east,  west,  and  south  coasts 
are  very  diverse.  So  we  confess  that  we  did  not  enter- 
tain any  very  great  hopes  as  to  the  fresh  attempt  to 
bring  pressure  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Government  to  secure  the  prohibition  of  the  “landing 
and  sale  ’ of  soles  and  plaice  under  8in.,  and  turbot  and 
brill  under  lOin.  in  length.  There  was  even  a dim  echo 
of  past  differences  in  the  speeches  of  the  members  of 
tho  deputation  themselves.  Sir  Albert  Rollit’s  pro- 
posal of  a ‘ flexible  schedule  ’ is  very  suggestive,  but 
it  presents  distinct  difficulties  of  its  own,  and  Sir  Albert 
did  not  seem  to  be  perfectly  settled  in  his  own  mind  as 
to  the  vital  points  of  ‘ landing  and  selling.’  Then,  too, 
Mr.  Fell,  Alderman  Mudd,  and  Mr.  Jex  were-^iot  quite 
satisfied  as  to  the  limits  of  size  ; and  that  is  not  sur- 
prising when  one  remembers  that,  at  the  International 
Conference  in  London  four  years  ago,  the  sizes  agreed 
upon  were  lOin.  for  soles  and  12in.  for  turbot,  plaice, 
brill,  and  lemon  soles.  Alderman  Toozes  and  Alderman 
Rayden  emphasised  the  importance  of  dealing  with  the 
growing  importation  of  immature  fish,  and  with 
* possession  ’ as  well  as  with  ‘ landing  and  sale.’  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Bryce)  is  a man 
of  the  highest  culture  and  University  distinction,  a man 
who  has  brought  all  the  learning  and  thoughtfulness  of 
the  study  into  the  political  forum.  He  showed  at  once 
the  fullest  mastery  of  this  most  difficult  subject,  and  the 
fullest  sympathy  with  those  who  have  been  working  so 
long  to  secure  a satisfactory  settlement,  not  only  on 
their  own  behalf,  but  in  the  interests  of  generations  to 
come.  In  five  minutes  Mr.  Bryce  changed  the  whole 
situation.  _ He  began  by  expressing  his  agreement  with 
the  principle  which  the  deputation  had  propounded, 
by  recognising  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the  matter 
by  new  legislation,  and  he  ended  by  what  practically 
amounted  to  a promise  to  bring  in  a Bill  in  the  next 
session  of  Parliament — a Bill  which,  he  said,  he  was 
hopeful  of  getting  passed.  This,  in  view  of  the  state  of 
business  at  Westminster,  must  be  counted  a great 
achievement  for  the  executive  of  the  National  Sea 
Fisheries  Protection  Association,  and,  indeed,  for  the 
whole  industry  and  trade.  Mr.  Bryce  showed,  in  his 
passing  reference  to  the  extraneous  matter  of  railway 
transit,  that  he  understood  some  of  the  chief  of  our 
needs,  and  that,  so  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  nothing 
shall  remain  unattempted  to  effectively  meet  them.” 

Mr.  Bryce,  in  his  reply,  said  : “lam  glad  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  all,  and  of  hearing  your  state- 
ments, for  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  saying  that  I 
agree  with  you  in  principle,  and  recognise  the  necessity 
of  legislation.  Fish  constitutes  a large  part,  and  should 
constitute  a larger  part,  of  the  food  of  our  population. 
With  an  increasing  population  we  must  more  and  more 
look  to  fish  as  a food,  and  I hope  we  may  find  means  by 
which  even  easier  means  of  communication  can  be 
found  of  carrying  fish  to  the  large  centres  of  population. 
That  matter,  of  course,  is  no  concern  of  ours  at  the 
present  moment,  but,  nevertheless,  there  is  a great 
importance  in  securing  improved  methods  of  transit,  so 
as  to  bring  the  fish  to  the  large  towns  in  a fit  condition. 

I admire  the  sentiments  as  to  the  future,  for  there  is  a 
great  source  of  wealth  for  those  who  come  after  us  if 
the  fishing  industry  is  properly  controlled  and  protected. 
We  should  be  insensible  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
us  if  wo  do  not  provide  for  the  generations  that  are  to 
come.  By  taking  your  stand  by  the  Select  Committee, 
you  occupy  very  strong  ground,  and  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  will  bo  my  desire  to 
bring  in  a Bill  ; though,  of  course,  I can  give  no 
more  definite  statement  than  that,  because  Parlia- 
mentary business  is  liable  to  interruption.  I hope, 
however,  to  be  able  to  bring  in  a Bill  next  session; 
and  trust,  from  what  you  have  said  to  mo,  and  from  tho 
unani  mous  accordance  of  all  tho  fisheries  committees, 
that  there  will  be  little  or  no  hostility.  I fool  that  oven 
those  members  who  are  disposed  to  carry  the  power, 
which  is  given  to  ovory  private  momber,  too  far,  will 
pause  a little  when  they  find  that  they  have  tho  whole 
of  tho  fishing  industry  against  them.  Therefore,  I feel 
hopeful  of  passing  this  Bill.  As  to  tho  question  of  size 
and  the  wording  of  tho  Bill,  1 think,  with  reference  to 
tho  formor,  that  tboro  is  vory  much  forco  in  tho  suggos- 
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tion  that  tho  limit  should  bo  loft  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  only  difficulty  is  one  which  might 
arise  in  Parliament,  that  it  was  giving  too  great  a power 
for  a department,  but  if  there  was  a general  feeling, 
backed  up  by  the  fishery  committees,  that  it  might  be 
left  with  the  Board,  J should  have  no  objection  to  under- 
taking tho  responsibility.  It  has  been  remarked,  with 
much  force,  that  we  would  then  bo  better  able  to  deal 
with  foreign  powers,  if  we  could  come  into  line  by  limit- 
ing the  size.  1 think  so,  too,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
remind  you  that  the  difficulties  of  carrying  a convention 
are  very  great.  For  instance,  wo  began  the  North  Sea 
Convention  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Liquor  Traffic  in 
1886,  and  it  was  not  until  last  year  that  we  got  it  through. 
No  ono  can  doubt  that  protection  of  the  fishing  industry 
would  be  more  efficient  if  we  could  base  it  upon  an 
international  agreement.  France,  Belgium,  and  Den- 
mark have  size  limits,  and  the  opinions  to  which  those 
Continental  countries  have  arrived  at  coincide  with  the 
views  generally  accepted  in  this  country.  As  regards 
the  question  of  words  to  be  used  I think  there  is  much 
to  bo  said  in  favour  of  both  of  the  arguments  laid  down, 
particularly  by  the  insertion  of  the  word  ‘ possession,’ 
because  it  is  desirable  that  those  who  caught  immature 
fish  should  return  them  to  the  sea  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Those  matters  of  draughting,  however,  will  be  carefully 
considered.  I again  say  that  I have  been  very  glad  to 
receive  you,  and  I may  say  that  the  matter  will  continue 
to  engage  our  attention,  and  I hope  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  bring  in  a Bill.” 


flbrovundal  fflotea 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Dec.  5.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Hughes 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  Letters  of  apology  for  non- 
attendance  were  received  from  Messrs.  Hall,  Dance, 
and  Wilkins.  The  first  business  transacted  was  the 
matter  re  alteration  of  fares  on  the  Midland  Railway.  A 
letter  received  from  the  company  was  read  by  the 
secretary,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  no  alteration 
could  be  made.  The  letter  was  received  and  entered  on 
the  minutes.  An  application  was  made  by  the  Queen’s 
Tavern  Club  to  alter  their  name  to  the  Aston  Tavern 
Club.  This  was  granted,  but  the  feeling  of  the  com- 
mittee went  to  show  that  they  were  not  in  favour  of 
clubs  using  the  name  of  the  public-houses  at  which  they 
meet  for  a name,  but  should,  in  future,  select  a name 
more  appropriate.  A letter  was  read  by  the  secretary, 
which  was  sent  by  the  secretary  of  the  Birmingham 
Heath  Society  to  the  committee,  in  which  two  members 
names  where  mentioned  as  having  committed  them- 
selves and  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  society  named. 
After  a short  discussion,  it  wa3  resolved  to  allow  the 
matter  to  stand  over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee in  January  next,  when  the  officers  of  the  club 
and  the  two  persons  mentioned  in  the  letter  would  be 
summoned  to  attend  and  the  matter  investigated.  The 
president  brought  before  the  meeting  the  advisa- 
bility of  framing  certain  sizes  or  weights  of  fish 
to  be  acknowledged  as  the  standard  of  fish  to  be 
retained  by  the  members.  It  was  unanimously 
decided  that  the  scale  be  regulated  by  measurement, 
A scale  was  then  laid  down  for  the  approval  of  the 
general  body  of  delegates,  who  will  meet  too  late  for  me 
to  forward  a report,  but  the  sizes,  if  adopted,  will  appear 
in  my  next  report.  Messrs.  Yardley  and  Jones  spoke 
upon  the  attendances  of  certain  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  were  of  late  rather  conspicuous  by 
their  absence,  and  hoped  that  at  the  next  election 
some  rule  would  be  laid  down  relating  to  members 
absenting  themselves  other  thin  through  illness.  This 
concluded  the  business  of  the  committee  for  1894. 
I have  received  several  communications  from  clubs,  who, 
after  their  business  is  over,  desire  to  go  in  for  a little 
harmony  and  use  the  piano,  but,  having  no  music 
licence,  the  hosts  of  the  various  houses  where  the  clubs 
are  held  are  afraid  to  use  the  piano  unless  they  obtain  a 
special  licence.  In  many  instances  an  ordinary  licence 
has  been  applied  for  and  refused  by  the  magistrates 
owing  to  some  trivial  cause,  such  as  the  room  not  being 
large  enough,  or  the  approach  to  it  not  being  approved 
of.  With  a view  of  putting  the  clubs  right  in  the  matter 
I have  obtained  legal  advice,  and  the  reply  I have 
received  is  that  any  of  our  affiliated  clubs  may  use  the 
piano  without  a licence  providing  only  members  of  the 
association  are  present,  and  that  the  outside  public  are 
not  admitted.  I hope  the  clubs  will  make  a note  of  this, 
as  it  will  save  them  the  trouble  of  obtaining  occasional 
licences.  The  Sparkbrook  Society  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  Monday  evening  last  at  their  clubhouse,  the 
Rose  Tavern,  Honley-street.  Tho  dinner,  which  was 
served  up  in  first-class  style  by  Host  Wilkinson,  was 
greatly  appreciated  and  thoroughly  onjoyed.  After  the 
dinner  had  been  disposed  of,  tho  usual  toast  list  was 
gone  through,  after  which  harmony  reigned  supreme. 
Our  rivers  still  remain  in  first-class  order,  but  very  few 
members  havo  been  out  during  tho  last  week.  This  is 
perhaps  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Christmas  holidays 
being  so  close  upon  us.  Tho  weather  is  now  all  that 
could  bo  desired  for  angling,  and  if  it  will  only  hold  out 
for  the  holidays  a largo  number  will  find  thoir  way  to 
the  water  side.  A number  of  tho  Birmingham  clubs 
finish  their  specimen  fish  competitions  thiswook.  Some 
vory  fine  fish  have  beon  woighod-in,  and  next  week  I 
shall  bo  in  a position  to  give  the  weights  of  somo  of  tho 
best  fish  caught  during  tho  season. 
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FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

So  fino  is  the  weather  in  the  Pen  District  that  anglers, 
during  the  last  three  weeks,  have  had  an  uninterrupted 
spell  of  fishing— a most  unusual  thing  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  Wo  have  not  yet  even  had  a touch  of  winter, 
and  very  little  rain.  Nevertheless,  the  waters  are  in 
excellent  trim,  and  the  reports  from  most  rivers  continue 
to  be  most  encouraging.  Bags  of  451b. , 381b.,  and  351b. 
of  pike  have  been  made  on  the  Witham,  and  many 
smaller  lots  have  been  recorded  since  my  last  notes 
were  dispatched.  The  champion  fish  of  the  week 
weighed  121b.  Amongst  the  sport  for  enumeration  cn 
the  Forty-foot  may  be  mentioned  three  brace,  on  the 
8th,  weighing  321b.  ; 2§  brace  on  the  10th,  scaling  201b., 
and  a brace,  on  the  12th,  weighing  111b.  For  the  time 
of  year,  roach  are  also  giving  excellent  sport,  and  bags 
have  been  made  during  the  last  few  days  weighing  up  to 
181b.  The  fine  open  weather  is  a perfect  godsend  to 
bottom  fishermen,  and  they  are  making  the  most  of  the 
opportunity.  On  the  preserved  waters  in  the  Spalding, 
Stamford,  and  Market  Deeping  districts  subscribers 
have  recently  met  with  some  nice  lots  of  pike,  and  from 
the  private  lakes  in  South  Lincolnshire  several  heavy 
fish  have  also  been  taken.  Numerous  visitors  have  been 
in  the  district  lately. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  in  good  condition  both  for  roach 
fishing  and  trolling  for  pike,  and  during  the  last  week 
or  so  several  good  takes  have  been  made.  Bottom 
fishers  continue  to  have  fair  sport  among  the  flounders 
at  both  Hedere  and  Patrington  Havens,  and  also  in  the 
Burstwick  Drain.  The  Victoria  A.S.  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  St.  Leger  Hotel,  Paragon-street,  Hull,  Mr. 
A.  Wrightson  in  the  chair.  The  society’s  gold  medal 
for  most  points  in  matches  during  the  past  season  was 
delivered  to  Mr.  W.  Downsworth,  and  the  president’s 
prize  for  second  in  number  to  Mr.  W.  Harmer.  The  hon. 
sec.,  iD  reading  the  report,  said  that  the  society  was  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Hull 
Ramblers  A.  A.  took  place  on  the  6th,  the  president  (Mr. 
A.  Kingston)  in  the  chair.  During  the  evening  the 
president  presented  to  the  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  Waterson,  a 
handsome  silver-plated  tea  service  and  oak  tray,  as  a 
token  of  respect  and  in  recognition  of  the  valuable 
services  he  had  rendered  to  the  association  for  the  last 
four  years.  Mr.  Albert  Berry  was  then  presented  with 
the  association’s  gold  medal,  he  having  secured  the  most 
points  in  matches  during  the  past  season.  After  which 
Mr.  W.  H.  Butterfield  (“Landing  Net  ”),  of  the  Hull 
Times,  on  behalf  of  the  editor  of  that  paper,  presented  to 
Mr.  Edward  Willcox  (a  member  of  the  society)  the  Hull 
Times  annual  prize  of  one  guinea  for  the  heaviest  single 
take  in  club  or  open  matches  for  1894.  Mr.  Arthur 
Durdon  handed  over  to  the  president  a set  of  carvers,  a 
present  to  the  society  by  Messrs.  Keegan  and  Elvin, 
as  a prize  for  the  heaviest  roach  taken  in  matches 
during  the  season  of  1895.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Hull  and  East  Riding  A.S.  took  place  at  the  East 
Riding  Hotel,  Cannon-street.  The  aggregate  prizes  for 
the  season  of  1894  were  delivered  to  the  successful 
competitors,  Mr.  J.  W.  Tantore  taking  the  first,  and  Mr. 
G.  Turner  the  second,  and  a special  prize  to  Mr.  J.  Olley. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts 
has  been  selected  as  president  of  the  Northern  Anglers’ 
Association,  for  that  gentleman  is  not  an  official  in  name 
only,  but  one  who  is  always  ready  to  take  an  active 
part  in  any  legislative  work  which  is  going  on.  At  the 
Radcliffe  and  Pilkington  Angling  Association’s  general 
meeting,  which  was  held  recently,  there  was  a capital 
attendance,  nearly  all  the  members  being  present.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  : President,  Mr.  R. 

Stansfield  ; treasurer,  Mr.  R.  Millbourne  ; secretary, 
Mr.  John  Shaw;  together  with  a strong  committee. 
The  Levenshulme  Club  continues  to  show  signs  of 
activity,  and  the  officials  have  been  engaged  electing 
new  members  to  fill  vacancies  which  have  occurred. 
Quite  recently  Mr.  J.  Smith  read  his  paper  on  “ Angling 
Experiences  in  Shropshire,”  and  in  this  department  the 
club  is  doing  capable  work.  More  stocking  is  also  to  be 
accomplished,  and  during  the  next  few  weeks  further 
consignments  will  be  placed  in  the  private  waters. 
Levenshulme,  as  is  known,  was  one  of  the  first  clubs  to 
experiment  with  king  carp  when  fears  were  entertained 
in  some  quarters  as  to  this  class  of  fish  proving  success- 
ful. As  it  happened  they  thrived  wonderfully,  and 
have  furnished  excellent  sport.  At  a recent  meeting  of 
the  Openshaw  Club  the  following  officials  were  elected  : 
President,  Mr.  J.  H.  Chadwick  ; vice-president,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Walford  ; treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Ridings  ; secretary, 
Mr.  C.  P.  Milnes.  At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Stock- 
port  County  Anglers,  it  was  decided  to  join  the  Man- 
chester District  Association.  There  was  a meeting  of 
the  Kingfisher  Club  on  Dec.  4,  when  new  members  were 
elected.  The  question  of  further  stocking  was  also 
considered,  and  other  important  matters  dealt  with. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

We  have  had  a few  nice  falls  of  rain  in  this  part  of 
the  country  during  the  week.  On  Tuesday  the  down- 
pour, which  was  heavy  and  continuous,  was  the  means 
of  further  improving  the  state  of  the  rivers  and  streams, 
the  rush  of  water  washing  away  a lot  of  decaying  weeds, 
thus  leaving  the  streams  in  the  best  of  condition  for  all- 
round winter  fishing.  Despite  the  favourable  outlook, 
but  very  few  of  the  followers  of  the  sport  have  ventured 
far  away  from  home.  However,  of  the  many  resorts, 
the  Wreake  has  claimed  the  most  attention,  and  moderate 
lots  of  roach,  perch,  and  pike  havo  been  captured. 
Matters  have  been  a bit  lively  at  the  Leicester  Society’s 
stretch  of  waters,  chub  up  to  21b.  8oz.,  a lot  of  small  pike, 


roach  reaching  lib.  3oz.,  and  a l'ow  decent  takes  of  perch, 
falling  to  the  share  of  those  anglers  who  snatched  an 
hour  or  so  at  the  rivorjside.  Of  the  takes  which  came 
under  notice,  Mr.  Hobbs  had  a chub  21b.  8oz.,  and  71b.  of 
roach  ; Mr.  Prime  landed  pike  up  to  31b.,  141b.  of  roach, 
and  three  perch  ; Mr.  Willett,  91b.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Goode, 
a brace  of  pike  ; Mr.  II.  Worth,  71b.  of  roach,  and  one 
fairly  good  pike  ; Mr.  Parsons,  41b.,  and  Mr.  O.  Manshoy 
81b.  of  roach. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Owing  to  the  continued  calm  weather  no  pike  worth 
recording  have  been  taken.  Several  lots  of  small  fish, 
from  31b.  to  51b.,  have  been  caught  at  Wroxham,  Sal- 
house,  and  Horning,  but  nothing  has  been  done  on  the 
best  waters,  as  big  fish  will  not  feed  during  this  weather. 
There  has  been  good  sport  during  the  week  with  cod  at 
Lowestoft,  some  large  fish,  up  to  221b.,  having  been 
secured.  Waters  are  in  good  condition,  and  with  a 
little  rough  weather  pike  fishing  should  improve. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday  night,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing afternoon  the  Trent  in  this  district  rose  a few 
inches.  Anglers,  however,  will  welcome  the  change. 
One  was  required,  for  the  waters  on  the  river  had  grown 
stale.  Pike  fishing  since  my  last  has  attracted  con- 
siderable attention,  and  at  King’s  Hills  some  choice  fish 
were  taken  on  Friday  with  live  bait  by  Mr.  S.  Froggatt, 
Mr.  T.  Wood,  and  Mr.  G.  Waterall.  A few  have  been 
met  with  at  Shardlow,  where,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F.  Wallis 
caught  a further  lot  of  handsome  roach  with  bread  paste. 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  S.  Pogson  was  to  the  fore  amongst 
chub  at  King’s  Hills,  and  I took  some  heavy  fish  with 
greaves  out  of  the  river  below  Cavendish  Bridge.  Pike 
up  to  71b.  each  have  been  run  and  landed  at  Sawley, 
where  of  late  coarse  fishing  has  been  neglected.  All  the 
subscribers  appear  to  have  devoted  their  energies  to  the 
pike.  A splendid  roach  of  lib.  9oz.  has  been  caught, 
amongst  others,  in  the  Wilford  length,  in  which,  amongst 
the  same  species,  Mr.  H.  Briggs,  of  Radford,  has  ex- 
celled with  bread  paste.  Numerous  small  pike  have 
been  brought  upwards  from  Malkin’s  Hills,  Stoke,  and 
Shelford.  Barbel  were  seen  “picking”  above  the 
Matchett’s  hole  in  the  Shardlow  Fishery  on  Tues- 
day, and  opposite  the  ford  at  Weston  some  big  salmon 
are  located  on  the  gravels.  The  spawning  fish  at  Tut- 
bury,  on  the  Dove,  are  doing  well.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Nottingham  Town  Council  a resolution  was 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  an  expert  to  consider  the 
whole  question  of  the  opening  up  of  the  Trent  for 
traffic  purposes.  An  amendment  was  proposed,  and 
during  the  debate  Alderman  Sands,  who  is  a Trent  Con- 
servator, stated  that  the  Trent  Navigation  Company 
had  already  spent  .£100,000  on  the  river.  Experts’ 
opinions  on  the  navigability  of  the  Trent  !were  not  worth 
a rap ; they  could  be  made  to  order  like  doctors’ 
opinions.  A million  of  money  would  be  required  to  put 
the  Trent  into  a navigable  form.  Let  them  spend  that, 
and  see  what  the  result  would  be.  The  resolution  was 
rejected,  though  only  by  a majority  of  five  votes. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  has  been  a considerable  falling  off  in  the  sport 
among  coarse  fish,  and  no  special  baskets  have  been 
made.  The  waters  are  still  in  excellent  condition,  but 
the  varying  weather — spring-like  one  day  and  cold, 
damp,  and  muggy  the  next — have  had  a bad  effect  on 
the  finny  tribe,  and  instead  of  biting  eagerly,  as  has 
been  the  case  for  a week  or  so,  they  have  been  very 
much  off  the  feed.  Though  the  catches  havo  not  run 
large,  several  nice  fish  have  been  lured  from  the  water, 
including  some  good  dace,  and  a few  chub  running  up  to 
about  a pound  and  a half.  The  Trent  still  keeps  to  the 
fore  in  this,  and  has  also  yielded  some  fair  pike,  though 
nothing  of  special  moment.  The  fen  waters  have  been 
somewhat  behind,  and  it  has  required  most  careful  and 
skilful  angling  to  put  anything  in  the  creel.  Grayling 
have  given  fair  sport,  and  in  the  Derwent,  somo  beauties 
of  about  If  lb.  have  been  grassed. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  mild  but  unseasonable  weather  has  been  conducive 
to  sport,  and  pike  fishers  have  been  having  a good  time. 
Angling  last  week  in  Acton  Burnell  Lake,  Mr.  G.  Fox, 
jun.,  captured  a fine  lot  of  fish,  among  them  being  a 171b. 
pike,  well  marked,  and  in  thoroughly  good  condition. 
The  Severn  and  its  tributaries  are  all  in  satisfactory 
order,  and  bottom  fishers  should  have  abundant  sport. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

CORK.— Spawning  goes  on  very  satisfactory,  and 
poaching  is  not  as  prevalent  as  in  former  years  at  this 
time.  The  number  of  salmon  on  the  spawning  beds  is 
above  the  average,  while  white  or  sea  trout  are  also 
more  numerous  than  usual  in  those  waters  where  these 
fish  resort  for  spawning.  If  all  goes  well,  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  spring  will  be  very  good.  The  sea 
angling  has  been  good  at  mauy  points,  notably  at 
Castletown,  Bantry,  Sckull,  Skibberreen,  Kinsale,  and 
Youghal. 

KERRY. —All  waters  are  once  more  heavily  flooded 
throughout  the  country.  Spawning  is  proceeding  as 
well  as  could  be  desired,  but  poaching  has  been  rife  on 
many  of  the  rivers,  notwithstanding  that  a larger 
number  of  watchers  havo  been  employed  on  many  of  the 
principal  waters  this  year.  All  accounts  agree  that  the 
numbers  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  in  the  different  spawn- 
ing rivers  are  far  in  excess  of  those  of  1893.  Sea  angling 
has  been  very  successful  on  that  part  of  the  coast 
between  Valentia  and  Kenmare. 
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MINNOWS  IN  TROUT  STREAMS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — As  I agreed  to  discuss  the 
“Minnow”  question  with  Mr.  Armistead,  I must  not 
leave  his  letter  of  Nov.  24  unnoticed.  But  although  he 
professes  to  bo  replying  to  mine  of  Nov.  10  “ point  by 
point,”  I fail  to  see  that  he  rofutos  anything  I there 
advanced,  or  even  effectively  qualifies  it.  His  first 
sentence  is  a mere  “ begging  the  question.”  He  speaks 
of  “ the  desirable  fish  food”  being  scarce  in  our  streams 
a3  a reason  for  not  introducing  minnows,  when  the 
point  to  bo  settled  is  whether  minnows,  under  certain 
limitations,  which  I took  some  trouble  to  specify,  are  or 
are  not  “ desirable  fish  food.”  He  professes  to  be 
arguing  against  me  by  recommending  the  breeding  of 
crustaceans  rather  than  minnows,  but  forgets  that  I 
expressly  disapproved  the  introduction  of  the  minnow 
in  waters  where  there  was  an  abundant  supply  of  that 
most  valuable  crustacean  Gammarus  pulex,  the  fresh- 
water shrimp,  and  strongly  urged  our  pisciculturists  to 
study  the  best  methods  for  multiplying  and  diffusing  it. 
I wish  I could  believe  that  this  could  be  done  by 
“ accessory  pools  or  ponds  alongside  a stream,”  but  as 
far  as  my  limited  observation  goes,  the  Gammarus 
requires  a brisk  shallow  brook  or  river  to  breed  in.  As 
to  the  question  whether  minnows  as  trout  food  are 
worth  breeding  at  all,  Mr.  Armistead  seems  to  blow  hot 
and  cold.  He  is  “ quite  at  one  with  me  ” as  regards 
minnow  breeding  on  a large  scale  for  the  purpose  of 
fattening  large  trout  for  the  table,  yet  tells  us  that  he 
has  given  up  the  practice,  as  it  tends  to  encourage 
cannibalism,  which,  in  our  “natural  streams,”  is  a 
grave  evil.  Why  big  trout  should  be  less  likely  to  eat 
little  ones  when  they  have  no  minnows  to  feed  on  is 
another  difficulty  of  which  he  gives  no  sufficient  solu- 
tion. What  he  may  ‘ ' have  proved  beyond  all  shadow  of 
doubt  to  his  own  satisfaction,”  or  how  well  he  thinks  he 
has  “ worked  out  ” the  question,  is  not  admissible  as 
evidence.  I might  as  well  allege  that  as  I have  taken 
trout  in  more  than  100  British  streams,  and  have  noted 
carefully  their  size  and  condition  in  reference  to  the  local 
minnow  supply,  my  dictum  is  to  settle  the  question 
which  I undertook  to  discuss. 

Mr.  Armistead’s  final  conclusion  looks  rather 
puzzling.  “ Minnows,”  he  says,  “ are  excellent  in  their 
right  place,  that  is,  in  breeding  ponds  for  minnows 
alone,  whence  they  can  be  taken  to  supply  either  the 
bait  can  or  the  trout-fattening  pond.”  But  he  started 
by  pronouncing  them  “ in  their  wrong  place  in  a trout 
pond,”  and  has  done  his  best  to  convince  us  that  they 
are  not  worth  cultivating  as  trout  food  ! 

After  this,  Mr.  Armistead  passes  to  sundry  collateral 
issues.  First,  as  to  “ the  ascent  of  enormous  shoals,” 
which  I have  witnessed  in  certain  streams  “ lang 
syne,”  but  which  I regret  to  think  of  as— in  England 
at  least — matter  rather  of  history  than  of  present 
experience.  He  says  that  I am  wrong  in  this  opinion, 
and  I should  be  glad  to  be  proved  so.  But  for  proof 
he  goes  back  to  his  boyhood,  which,  though  far  more 
recent  than  mine,  hardly  comes  under  the  head  of 
“present  experience.”  I should  not  be  surprised  to 
hear  of  two  or  three  streams  in  the  north  where 
minnows  still  abound.  Would  there  were  more  such  ! 
Bat  as  to  the  “enormous  shoals  ” of  other  days,  I know 
not  where  to  seek  them,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  if, 
on  second  thoughts,  ho  can  tell  me  where  they  may  be 
found.  I am  glad  of  his  testimony  to  cases  where 
“ with  the  entiro  or  partial  disappearance  of  the 
minnows  has  come  a sad  falling  off  of  the  trout.” 
But  I cannot  accept  either  his  rather  far-fetched  ex- 
planation of  this  falling  off,  or  the  logic  which  would 
remedy  it  by  the  complete  banishment  of  the  minnow. 
Post  hoc,  ergo  propter  hoc  is  often  an  unsound  argument, 
but  in  this  case  the  sequence  of  events  recurs  so  often 
and  so  regularly  that  we  are  forcod  to  recognise  them 
as  cause  and  effect.  If  the  trout  do  not  fall  off  because 
the  minnows  fail,  will  anyone  point  me  out  an  instance 
of  improvement  in  the  trout  following  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  minnow  ? 

I ought  to  apologise  for  carrying  out  this  discussion 
in  so  much  detail.  But  I really  believe  the  subject  to 
be  worth  sifting  thoroughly  in  the  interests  of  piscicul- 
ture. It  is  much  easier  to  multiply  trout  in  a stream 
than  to  feed  them  up  to  a well  grown  and  healthy 
maturity. — Faithfully  yours,  H.  R.  Francis. 

THE  MINNOW  QUESTION. 

Sir, — Absence  from  home  prevented  me  seeing  your 
issue  of  Dec.  1,  or  I would  have  written  to  correct  an 
error  which  appeared  in  my  letter  on  above  subject. 

In  saying  minnows  destroy  fish  ova,  1 did  not  intend 
including  trout.  I meant  to  say  ova  of  loach,  gudgeon, 
pike,  &c.,  for  what  was  before  my  mind  when  writing 
the  paragraph  was  the  injury  which  I believe  minnows, 
when  in  excessive  numbers,  do  to  the  spawn  of  fish 
deposited  in  spring  time.  As  to  minnows  being  able  to 
break  up  trout  ova,  I havo  seen  them  pick  and  tear  up 
the  tough  entrails  of  a dead  pig  which  had  got  into  the 
river  ; but  my  complaint  was  that  in  spring  time,  when 
they  come  out  hungry  from  their  winter  retreats, 
minnows  pick  at,  worry,  and  kill  the  young  trout  alevins 
and  destroy  on  them  the  natural  food  which  would  other- 
wise support  the  trout,  and  afterwards  pick  up  all  the 
fly  food  and  destroy  the  immature  fly.  This  contention 
of  mine  applies  only  where  the  minnow  has  increased 
unduly  because  of  favourable  conditions.  1 again  repeat 
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SALMON  FISHING. 

PAN  MORE  AEMB  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BV  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

KLLKNT  HALMOR  and  TROUT  FIMIIINd  on 
ORTII  KHK.  Kit  KK  to  Hotel  Visitors,  lW<Ui 
the  Hotel  water,  the  splendid  Troutlng  Bbreanu 
ui  uletiesk,  In  which  Trout  of  good  size  and  quality 
abound,  are  within  otuty  distance.  Thin  In  a quiet  and 
beautiful  retreat,  and  the  fishing  1m  good  all  the  Spring 
and  Bummer  months.  Golf  course  beside  Hotel. 
Shooting  over  1B00  acres  by  the  day  or  week. 
Keepera  and  doga  kept.  Particulars  on  application. 
KKITH  KNOWLES,  Proprietor. 


El 


BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  tho  River 
Dovoron,  in  tho  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Torms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 

PERTHSHIRE. 

STANLEY,  N.B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL. 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’ Ronort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leech  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  lauding  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  51b. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  Proprietor. 

Telegraphic  Address— “ Hotel,"  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 


SHANNON  & LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IRELAND. 

M OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 

"A  Grlflle,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station ; also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  8.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May,  when  the  big 
trout  arc  about  In  thonnands. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL, 

SLAPTOlf,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

VKHY  moderate  charges,  facing  the  soa  and  Ley,  the 
latter  containing  nearly  4U0  aoren  of  we)l-Mtooked 
pike,  perch,  roach,  ruud,  and  eelM,  of  great  size. 

K fflolent  boatmen  and  boats;  all  bait  found.  AIho  hcb 
boatM  and  good  nea  flailing.  Magnificent  acenery  and  ; 
health  renort.  Good  game  and  wild  fowl  ehootlng 
Reeldent  Doctor  In  the  village. 

J.  DOWSE,  Proprietor. 

BORDER  ESK, 

LONGTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Gentlemen. 
Close  to  river. 

Apply  T.  STORY, 

WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


ISLEWORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN. 

F VERY  ACCOMMODATION  for 
^ ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  fid.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
fid.  and  9d. 


FISHERS 


Should  try  a day's  Fiebing  in  the  350  acres  ol 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 


TENBURY. 

THE  SWA  N HOTEL, 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  CRAYLINC 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT’S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  <fce.  Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  11  River  Reports." 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM  travelling  requisites. 

Travelling  Trunks, 

Saratoga  Tranks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 

Hold  alls,  Hat  Cases,  Rugs,  Straps, 
aud  Umbrellas. 

A Splendid  A HHort  m ent 

A L IV A YH  IX  STOCK. 

Illustrated  Price  List,  combining  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS, 

AND  AT 

LONDON,  134  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 
BIRMINGHAM,  21,  22,  23,  New  St 
WOLVERHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO  YEAR  0LD8, 

Of  ,S.  Fario,  S.  Levonensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Grayling, 

FOB  SALE. 


The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous."— 
Angler' a Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Weloh  Harp  Station. 


WESTON  FISHERY. 

FOR  SALE, 

At  reasonable  prices, 

YEARLING  LOCH  LEVEN  AND  FARIO 

TROUT, 

From  3 to  6 inches;  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 
Frcm  6 to  lO  inches. 

Apply  to 

Col.  O XT  ST  .A.  UST  CE, 

WESTON,  NORWICH. 


DARLINGTON’S  HANDBOOKS. 

“ Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  is  com- 
manded by  the  Queen  to  thank 
Mr.  Darlington  for  a copy  of  his 
Handbook.” 

“ Nothing  better  could  be  wished  tor  ."—British  Weekly. 
“ .Far  supeilor  to  ordinary  guides."—  London  Jjail\ 
Chronicle. 

i.8s  each. 

Illustrated.  Maps  by  John  Bartholomew , F.R.Q.P . 
Bournemouth  and  the  New  Forest. 

The  Channel  Islands. 

The  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  Vale  of  Llangollen. 

The  North  Wales  Coast. 

Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  and  Cardigan  Bay. 


Llangollen:  DARLINGTON  <k  Co.  London: 
ADAMS  & SON8. 


W.  J 


For  Price  List  apply  to 

Thos.  ANDREWS, 

Westgate  House. 
C3-TT I Hj  xd  :f  o :r,:d  . 

WM.  BLACKLAWS  & SON, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronited  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Pile*  for 
British  Columbia  a Speciality. 


THE 

CHRISTMAS  NUMBER 

OF  THE 

PISHING  GAZETTE 

WILL  BE 

READY  ON  FRIDAY,  DEC.  21. 


It  will  contain  Articles  by  well-known  writers, 
and  be  fully  Illustrated. 

A NEWLY-DESIGNED  ALMANACK  FOR  1895  WILL  BE 
PRESENTED  GRATIS  WITH  THIS  NUMBER. 


ALWAYS  ONE  PRICE TWOPENCE  WEEKLY. 


Among  the  numerous  Articles  which  have  been  written  expressly  for  this  issue 
hg  some  of  the  Lest  known  writers  of  the  day,  are  : 

How  they  Fish  in  France,  by  A.  C.  Harmsworth, 

A I ale  of  a Border  Ford,  by  the  Hon.  Chaplain  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

I he  late  Czar’s  Fishing  House  in  Finland.  (Illustrated.) 

Pike  Fishing  and  Angling  Ethics,  by  A.  G.  Jardine. 

J he  late  Francis  Francis  Fishing  on  his  Favourite  Swim. 
(Illustrated.) 

A I urning  out  of  the  Beaten  Track,  by  Clayr  Kenwal. 

A 04-Salmon  and  its  Captor.  (Illustrated.) 

I he  \\  histling  Oyster,  by  C.  Bramley. 

On  Scotch  Rivers,  by  W.  Murdoch.  (Illustrated.) 

Mr.  Thurlow’s  Brace  of  Wycombe  Trout!  (Illustrated.) 

A Word  for  Sea  Anglers,  by  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

'front  Fishing  on  the  Erne.  ‘ (Illustrated.) 

“ Old  Peter”  (of  Llanrwst).  ( Illustrated.) 

Thames  Sketches,  by  “Tempo.” 

Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay.  (Illustrated.) 

Two  Border  Streams,  by  Oilnockie. 

&c.,  &c.,  &C. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  k COMPANY'S  NEW  BOOKS. 


VENICE  DEPICTED  BY  PEN  AND  PENCIL.  Adapted  by  Mrs.  ARTHUR  BELL  (N. 

D1  Anvers),  Author  of  *•  The  Elementary  History  ot  Art,”  Ac.,  from  the  German  of  Henry  Perl. 
With  180  Pull-Page  and  Text  Illustrations  from  Original  Drawings  hy  Ettore  Tito  and  other 
celebrated  Venetian  Artists.  In  one  handsome  4to  vol.,  cloth  extra,  28s.  A limited  number  of 
copies,  in  a supeiior  bindiDg,  at  32s. 

J.  GREENLEAF  WHITHER,  THE  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF,  1807-18D2.  By  S.  T.  PICKARD. 

With  Steel- plate  Engraving**.  2 vols.  Crown  8vo,  18s. 

TALES  OF  ADVENTURE  FROM  THE  OLD  ANNUALS.  By  CHARLES  DICKENS,  w M 
THACKERAY,  S.  T.  COLERIDGE,  Rut  WALTER  MOOT  I’.  THOMAS  HOSCOE,  RABBY 
CORNWALL,  Lord  JOHN  MANNERS,  WILLIAM  HO  WITT,  and  many  other  Writers. 
With  20  Steel  Engravings.  New  and  Cheaper  Ediiion.  Crown  Svo,  cloth  extro,  gilt  edges, 
7s.  Gd. 

ARTISTIC  TRAVEL:  a Thousand  Miles  towards  the  Sun.  Bv  HENRY  BLACKBURN,  Editor 
of  -Academy  Notes,”  Ac.  NORMANDY,  BRITTANY,  PYRENEES,  SPAIN,  and  ALGERIA. 
With  130  Illustrations.  Cheaper  Edition.  Demy  Svo,  cloth  extra,  7s.  6d. 


NEW  NOVELS  AT  ALL  LIBRARIES. 

IN  THE  DAY  OF  BATTLE.  By  J.  A.  Steuart,  author  of  - Kilgroom ; a Story  of  Ireland,"  Ac. 
.3  vols.  Crown  8vo,  3is.  (id. 

HIGHLAND  COUSINS.  By  William  Black,  Author  of  “A  Daughter  of  Heth.”  1 vol. 
Post  Svo,  (is. 

PERLT CROSS:  A Tale  of  the  Western  Hills.  By  R.  D.  Elackmore,  author  of  “Lorna  Doone,”  Ac. 
1 vol  6s. 

JOHN  MARCH,  SOUTBENEP.  By  G.  W.  Cable.  1vol.  Crown  Svo,  cloth.  Gs, 

THE  GATES  OF  DAWN.  By  Fergus  Hume,  author  of  - The  Mystery  of  a Hansom  Cab,  ’ Ac. 
1 vol.  Crown  Svo,  clo'h,  6s. 

THE  MAN  Fi  0M  OSHKOSH.  By  John  Hicks.  1 vol,  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  Os 
AT  ALL  BOOKSELLERS. 

CLAUDIUS  B0MBARNAC.  By  Jules  Verne.  Fully  Illustrated.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 
FOUNDLING  MICK.  By  Jules  Verne.  Fully  Illustrated.  Crown  Svo,  cloth,  6s. 

A BLUNGE  INTO  SAHARA:  an  Adventure  of  To-day.  By  G.  Demage.  With  Illustrations 
C rown  Svo,  clo  h,  5s. 

WALTER  GAYD0N;  OR.  AN  ART  STUDENT’S  ADVENTURES.  By  F.  Scart.ktt- 

Potteii,  Author  of  - 'The  Hoard  of  the  Sea  Wasps,  ’ Ac.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo. 
cloth,  fls. 

THE  ADVENTURES  AND  MISADVENTURES  OF  A BRETON  BOY.  By  Eugene 
Mouton.  With  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  6s. 

A NIGHT  IN  1 HE  WOODS,  AND  OTHER  TALES  AND  SKETCHES.  By  James 
Weston  With  60  Illustrations.  3s.  6d. 


Rudyard  Kipling”  contributes  one  of  his 
most  dramatic  poems,  entitled  " McAndrew’s 
Hymn.'’ 

Georg'e  Frederick  Watts,  the  eminent 
English  painter,  is  the  subject  of  an  article 
by  COSMO  MonkhOUSf.  illustrated  hy  a 
thoroughly  representative  Series  of  Twenty- 
one  Reproductions  from  Watts's  Paintings 
and  Drawings. 

The  Matrimonial  Tontine  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation is  a Christ  inn  n Story  hy  Robert 
Gbant,  with  Illustrations  hy  Albert  B. 
W KNZKLL. 

A Primer  of  Imaginary  Geography  is  hy 

Brandkr  Matthews,  with  oiiginal  and 
fantastic  Drawings  by  Oliver  Hkrford, 
covering  12  pages. 


G.  Bunner  contributes  a Sketch — “ The 
Story  of  a Path  ’ — with  sympathetic  Illustra- 
tions by  A.  B.  Frost. 

Philip  Gilbert  Hamerton,  concluding  his 
Selection  of  Frontispieces,  which  have  been 
running  through  the  year,  wiites  of  Emile 
F riant,  one  of  the  brightest  painters  of  the 
Modern  French  School. 

The  Mantle  of  Osiris:  a Rory  of  a Sensa- 
tional Discovery.  By  Walter  L.  Palmer. 

By  Special  Invitation  : a Clever  Railroad 
Story.  Hy  Francis  Lynde. 

The  Woodcutter’s  Hut:  a Striking  Poem, 
Hy  A item  halo  Lam  pm  AN,  with  Illustrations. 


Besides  other  Stories  and  Poems. 

The  Christmas  Number  of  SCRIBNER’S  MAGAZINE  is  of  especial  interest  and  attractiveness, 
light  and  entertaining,  and  Beautifully  Illustrated. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunatan’s  House,  Pet t er Lane, London. 


NOW  READY,  PRICE  ONE  SHIELING. 

SCRIBNER’S  CHRISTMAS  NUMBER,  1894. 

H. 
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that  in  spring  time,  when  minnow  gather  in  shoxls,  I have 
fcen  them  work  up  the  river  by  the  bank  “ three  feet 
deep,”  though  Mr.  Gosden  seems  to  doubt  it.  Mr. 
Gosden  suggests  the  introduction  of  pike  as  a remedy. 
Pike  were  too  plentiful  here  at  one  time,  in 
proof  of  which  I caught  150  in  the  months  of 
January,  February,  and  March,  five  years  ago, 
in  a two  mile  stretch.  It  is  rare  to  meet  a pike  now.  I 
believe  the  minnows  eat  the  pike  spawn  in  the  meadow 
drains,  and  so  prevent  their  reproduction.  The 
average  size  of  our  minnows  does  not  exceed  an  inch 
and  a quarter  to  a half,  except  in  a few  places  and  at 
spawning  time,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  get  those  large 

plump  ones  which  Mr.  Gosden's  Hon.  Lady must 

have  had  such  a “ penchant  ” for.  I regret  to  say,  with 
our  local  prejudices,  we  have  neither  gentle  or  simple 
who  could  be  induced  to  try  a minnow  diet,  nor  from 
their  average  small  size  would  our  minnow  be  accepted 
as  bait  by  anglers. 

There  is  very  little  consumption  of  minnow  as  bait, 
in  any  event,  hereabouts.  Mr.  Gosden  should  not  con- 
clude, because  his  experiences  are  in  favour  of  the 
minnow,  that,  therefore,  the  experiences  of  others, 
where  circumstances  may  be  widely  different,  must 
necessarily  agree  with  his.  If  there  is  one  subject  more 
than  another  wherein  it  would  be  rashness  to  come  to  a 
dogmatic  conclusion,  it  is  in  fishing  and  fish  matters 
generally.  I did  not  write  in  any  cocksureness  of  mind, 
but  solely  with  the  desire  to  make  some  brother  angler 
pause  before  introducing  minnows  where  they  were  not. 
I think  it  a great  advantage  to  possess  a journal  such  as 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  in  whose  pages  the  isolated  angler, 
far  from  fishery  exhibitions,  associations,  et  hoc,  can 
gather  knowledge  from  the  varied  store  provided  by  his 
more  up-to-date  brothers  of  the  gentle  craft,  and  where, 
if  he  ventures  himself  to  relate  some  matters  within  his 
ken,  he  may  hope  to  obtain  some  advice  and  considera- 
tion, instead  of  the  carping  criticism  begotten  of 
superior  wisdom.  Would  Mr.  Gosden  say  what  would 
be  the  best  and  least  expensive  mode  of  taking  minnows 
out  of  pools  from  4ft.  to  8ft.  deep  ? Would  the  intro- 
duction of  perch  be  an  advantage  ? If  so,  could  perch 
spawn  be  planted,  and  how  and  when,  so  that  it  would 
not  be  destroyed  by  minnows  or  waterfowl  before 
hatching  out.  I still  think  the  eradication  or  very 
substantial  reduction  of  minnow  would  very  materially 
improve  the  trout  stream  I wrote  of. — Yours  faithfully, 

Oirmuhan. 

MR.  GEDNEY  ON  DRY-FLY  v.  WET-FLY. 

Sir, — Mr.  Gedney  takes  his  own  view  of  the  question 
and  assumes  that  it  is  the  correct  one.  Well,  he  has  a 
right  to  hold  his  own  opinion,  but  I think  he  is  not 
justified  in  saying  that  “ when  Mr.  Tod  entered  the  lists 
against  us — years  ago — he  had  a very  mean  opinion  of 
the  art  ” (dry-fly  fishing). 

What  I had  a mean  opinion  of  was  the  bumptiousness 
of  some  purely  dry-fly  men  in  assuming  that  wet- fly 
fishing  requires  no  skill  whatever. 

I have  just  had  a letter  from  a gentleman  well  known 
formerly  to  writers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  whose 
genial  contributions  we  used  to  see  much  more  of.  He 
is  an  experienced  and  a good  angler,  and  knows  how  to 
dry  his  fly,  or  to  wet  it,  for  the  matter  of  that.  He 
writes  as  follows  : — 

“ I have  been  reading  your  letters  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  You  are  right  in  the  controversy  between  the 
wet  and  the  dry-fly  fishers.  There  are  very  few  men  who 
are  good  at  both.  The  consequence  is  that  each  despises 
the  other.  If  Solomon  bad  been  alive  he  would  have 
said  : ‘ There  is  a time  and  place  to  dry-fly  and  wet-fly 
fish  for  trout,  and  many  times  both  are  vanity.’  ” 

This  “ breadth  of  treatment”  justifies  me  in  writing 
my  friendly  correspondent  down  as  an  “ artist,”  familiar 
with  both  methods,  and  therefore  free  from  all  narrow 
prejudices. 

Mr.  Gedney  does  not  treat  his  subject  quite  so  broadly 
I think.  It  makes  me  smile  to  read  that  we  of  the  wet- 
fly  school  use  three  or  four  “ likely  flies,”  and  fish  with 
them  down  stream.  That  this  is  not  the  art  and  science 
of  the  expert  in  wet- fly  fishing,  I can  assure  Mr.  Gedney. 

I wanted  to  avoid  controversy,  but  I am  compelled  to 
say,  in  defence  of  myself  and  my  northern  confreres,  that 
the  men  who  adopt  that  Btyle  of  fishing  are  mere 
machines.  I grant  that  many  do. 

I always  try  to  catch  the  fly  in  the  water,  and  to 
imitate  it  as  nearly  as  I can.  There  are  occasions,  how- 
ever, when  the  trout  in  the  North  will  leave  the  tail-fly 
(which  is  a close  imitation  of  the  fly  on  the  water),  and 
will  choose  one  of  the  droppers — very  unlike  it  indeed, 
and  under  suoh  circumstances,  the  hint,  is  too  obvious 
to  be  lost ; but  as  a rule,  I like  to  imitate  Nature,  and 
laugh  at  the  men  who  go  on  fishing  all  day  with  three 
“ likely  flies.”  One  sees  them  often  on  the  free  water 
of  the  Tweed,  &c.,  men  who  have  only  a day  now  and 
then,  and  no  time  to  study  the  subject. 

Then  as  to  fishing  down.  I never  fish  the  fly  down 
when  I can  and  ought  to  fish  it  up,  especially  in  streams 
of  moderate  width  and  volume.  When  trout  are  “ on 
the  rise,”  it  is  far  prettier  work  to  wade  in,  deep,  and 
with  a comparatively  short  line  keep  casting  up  and 
across  constantly,  and  it  is  far  more  deadly  than  the 
clumsy  and  stupid  mechanical  habit  (it  is  not  an  art)  of 
always  throwing  a long  line,  and  always  allowing  it  to 
sink,  as,  when  the  trout  are  feeding,  not  only  is  the  fly 
ever  properly  seen,  but  it  often  passes  under  the 
hovering  and  expectant  fish  ! Mr.  Gedney  surely  doesn’t 
think  we  are  all  greenhorns  because  we  wet  our  flies  (or 
our  “ whistles  ”)  in  the  North. 

Again,  he  assumes  that  none  of  us  are  students  of 
water  insect  life.  No  men  of  culture  or  intelligence  save 
those  who  “ dry  ” the  fly,  eh  ? I grant  you,  sir,  that  the 
disciples  of  the  dry-fly  are  students  of  a very  careful 


type.  They  are  famous  in  another  way— some  of  them  — 
they  take  a fly,  the  wings  of  which  arc  like  a transparent 
gauze,  with  a delicate  body,  and  a couple  of  pairs  of 
tender  legs,  and,  just  like  Man  “ wholooketh  in  the  glass 
and  straightway  forgetteth  what  manner  of  man  ho  is,” 
goes  off  and  straightway  ties  a bloater— I beg  pardon,  a 
“ floater  ” with  a bunch  of  hackles  for  legs  and  doubly- 
double  wings,  until  we,  who  are  told  to  “ look  at  that 
sir!  ” as  the  result  of  this  scientific  knowledge  reduced 
to  practice,  think  that  the  dry-fly  trout  must  be  accus- 
tomed to  having  his  flies  packed  together  as  tumblers 
are  packed,  one  overlapping  the  other,  and  handed  to 
them,  two  dozen  or  so  in  each  bunch  at  least  as  a bon 
bouche. 

Doubtless,  one  sees  some  very  pretty  and  delicate 
dry-flies  ; but  I possessed  some  made  by  one  of  the  very 
foremost  dry-fly  makers  in  England,  and  regarded  them 
as  curios,  at  2s.  6d.  a dozen,  or  even  3s.  The  wings  and 
hackle  were  so  out  of  all  proportion  to  those  of  the 
gauzy  insect  itself. 

Mr.  Gedney  however  admits  that  he  has  seen  wet-fly 
fishers  who  had  caught  trout  under  conditions  that 
would  have  been  hopeless  to  the  past  masters  of  the 
“ scientific  ” (i.e.  his)  branch  of  the  art. 

One  admission  of  his,  I think,  explains  much. 

He  first  agrees  with  me  that  the  training  of  a dry-fly 
man  is  all  against  his  becoming  a good  wet- fly  fisherman  ; 
and  he  then  adds  : “ This  is  true  in  my  own  case,  and  I 
detest  wet-fly  work  as  a consequence.” 

Now,  as  a man  is  naturally  unfairly  prejudiced  against 
anything  which  he  “ detests,”  I submit  that  Mr.  Gedney 
should  in  future  not  be  empanelled  with  any  jury  assem- 
bled to  try  any  such  question  as  “ dry-fly  versus  wet-fly.” 
Each  has  its  own  sphere,  and  there  is  “ room  enough 
in  this  world  for  both  thee  and  me,”  as  uncle  Toby  said 
to  the  dry-fly  before  be  sent  it  flying  out  of  window. 

Bad  Boll  must  surely  be  a bad  place  for  anglers,  since 
it  seems  to  make  them  so  splenitic.  One  is  inclined  to 
suggest  that  watchers  be  provided  for  the  protection  of 
the  aged  and  the  weak,  if  they  are  bold  enough  to  hold 
decided  opinions  on  the  relative  virtues  of  the  wet  and 
dry-fly  systems.  Well,  it  does  seem  ridiculous  that  men 
can  be  so  narrow-minded  as  not  to  admit  that  each 
system  has  its  own  special  advantages  and  spheres,  and 
that  both  are  legitimate  and  sportsman-like. 

If  this  spirit  was  to  be  extended,  the  inventors  of  the 
submerged  torpedo  boat  and  the  inventor  of  the  fly- 
ing machine  (Mr.  Maxim)  would  be  bitter  enemies!  I 
hope  to  go  to  the  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club  on  the 
11th,  and  I seriously  think  of  saying,  ‘‘Please  may  I 
ask  if  you  are  a dry-fly  man?  ” to  any  one  newly  intro- 
duced. It  would  be  also  a good  plan  to  have  dry-fly 
and  wet-fly  tables— and  a few  men  from  Scotland  Yard 
in  the  garb  of  waiters  might  be  a wise  precaution. 

Christmas  is  coming,  however,  and  I trust  that  the 
rival  factions  will  bury  the  hatchet,  and  sing  in  unison, 

“ Wullie  brewed  a peck  o’  maut 
An’  Bob  an  Allan  cam’  to  pree." 

The  chorus  is  well  known  to  all  Scotchmen. 

“ We  are  na  fou — wer'e  no  that  fou 
But  just  a weedrappie  in  oor  ee,  | 

The  cock  may  craw,  the  day  may  daw, 

But  aye  we’ll  taste  the  barley  bree." 

Talking  o’  Robbie  Barns’  well-known  drinking  song, 
did  any  of  the  readers  of  this  ever  hear  how  a French 
author  (only  a few  years  ago),  in  a translation  of  Burns’ 
songs,  rendered,  “ And  aye  we’ll  taste  the  barley  bree  ? ” 
“ Toujonrs  nous  buvons  le  liqueur  d’orge.”  Fancy 
getting  jolly  on  barley  water!  One  word  more— and  that 
of  warning.  Remember  that  at  Christmas  tide  if  you  (be 
you  a ‘‘dry-fly”  or  wet -fly  fisherman)  look  into  a 
“glass”  till  you  forget  what  manner  of  man  you  are, 
that  there  is  a to-morrow,  when  you  may  remember  it,  if 
not  wisely,  only  too  well. 

With  which  hint  I will  now  sign  myself,  yours  truly, 
E.  M.  Ton. 

DRY-FLY  v.  WET-FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — As  one  who  is  devoted  to  wet -fly  fishing, 
I cannot  say  I altogether  agree  with1  the  dictum  con- 
tained in  your  last  week’s  issue,  that  “one  essential 
difference  between  the  two  methods  of  fishing  hinges 
upon  the  fact  that  one  class  of  anglers  fish  with  what 
they  call  ‘ likely  flies,’  whereas  the  others  imitate 
nature,  and  study  the  why  and  the  wherefore.”/ 

There  is  an  element  of  truth  in  this  remark,  but  it 
goes  too  far,  and  seems  to  imply  that  none  but  dry-fly 
men  study  nature.  To  refute  such  a theory,  one  need 
only  turn  to  such  a work  as  that  of  Michael  Theakston, 
who  lived  before  the  days  of  dry-fly  as  now  practised, 
and  to  whose  researches  all  fly  fishermen  owe  a deep 
debt  of  gratitude.  Nor  can  the  dictum  be  said  to  be 
necessarily  and  universally  true  of  wet-fly  men  even  of 
the  present  day.  It  is  indeed  true  that  there  are  a certain 
well-defined  number  of  flies,  known  to  the  craft  as 
“ general  ” killers— our  use  of  them  and  the  dressings  of 
them  (I  speak  as  one  who  ties  his  own  flies)  being  based 
on  the  experience  and  researches  of  generations  of  Izaak 
Waltons — but  even  these  are  not  used  at  haphazard, 
though  we  can  most  of  us  remember  instances — especi- 
ally ina  heavy  water— when  fish  would  take  almostany- 
thing,  and  it  seemed  as  if  one  couldn’t  go  wrong.  I quite 
admit,  too,  that  a certain  class  of  wet-fly  fishing  as 
indulged  in  by  some,  such,  e.g.,  as  lake  fishing  with  a 
ripple  on  the  water,  is  simply  slaughter,  and  unworthy 
of  the  name  of  sport.  Still,  in  spite  of  these  exceptions, 
it  yet  holds  good  that  the  odds  are  not  infrequently  in 
favour  of  the  man  who  can  read  his  water  like  a book, 
and  who  has  a keen  oyo  for  every  and  the  least  mani- 
festation of  insect  life.  How  often,  e.g.,  have  we, 
suddenly  changing,  our  flies,  taken  advantage  of  a rise 
of  the  “ blue  ” or  “ iron  blue  ” dun,  or  of  having  spotted 


the  “ knotted  midge  ” on  a blazing  August  day  ! 
Contingencies  which  would  have  escaped  the  unobser- 
vant or  “ chuck-and-chance-it  ” man. 

I am  fond  of  dry-fly  myself,  and  have  killed  heavy  fish 
in  this  way  on  our  slow-running  streams — fish  that  I 
could  have  got  by  no  other  method  ; but,  personally,  I 
can  imagine  no  form  of  fishing  more  delightful,  both  as 
regards  variety  of  scene  and  movement,  and  skill  and 
delicacy  required,  than  fishing  one  of  our  (say)  York- 
shire streams  with  the  hackle  fly,  up  stream — not  down 
stream,  for  many  reasons — on  a single  hair,  and  espe- 
cially in  a dead,  low  water,  when  you  can  pick  out  your 
every  fish,  though  even  then  one  has  at  times  to  fall 
back  on  the  dry-fly — some  days  on  the  Wharfe,  last 
September,  amongst  others  in  years  gone  by,  when  this 
p'an  was  adopted  from  necessity,  and  as  being  one's 
only  chance,  rise  in  my  mind. 

A south  countryman  is  naturally  (and  rightly)  biassed 
in  favour  of  the  dry-fly — we  are  most  of  us  influenced 
by  environment.  I,  living  as  I do  half-way  between 
Tweed  and  Test,  seem  to  represent,  in  more  ways  than 
one,  the  Anglican  via  media. 

On  the  whole,  I incline,  in  this  much  debated  matter, 
to  the  opinion  that  just  as  “ competition  ” is  to  be 
deprecated  amongst  us  fishermen — and  that  in  any  form 
— so  are  “comparisons”:  if  anywhere  “ odious,”  they 
are  so  here. 

Dry-fly  fishing  is  a beautiful  art,  so  is  (or  may  be,  if 
properly  pursued)  wet-fly  fishing,  though,  granted,  at 
certain  times  and  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
veriest  duffer  may  do  execution,  a come-down  from 
which  the  dry-fly  is  exempt.  Still,  each  branch  is,  in 
its  own  sphere,  a beautiful  art,  affording  scope  for  the 
exercise  of  infinite  skill  and  patient  observation,  so  let 
ns  all  shake  hands,  and  drink  success  now  to  dry  or 
winged,  and  now  to  sunk  or  hackled  fly. — I am,  &c., 

R.  E.  Ricketts,  M.A. 


BULL  TROUT  EATING  SALMON  OVA. 

Sir, — I have  to  acknowledge,  with  many  thanks,  Mr. 
Gosden’s  interesting  letter  in  last  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette,  in  reply  to  my  inquiries  dated  from  Islay  (Moy 
it  appeared),  and  also  to  thank  your  correspondent 
“ Mac  ” for  his  considerate  offer,  of  which  I very  gladly 
avail  myself.  I know  next  to  nothing  of  spawning  from 
personal  observation,  am,  in  fact,  solely  an  interested 
inquirer  anxious  for  facts.  I certainly  have  been  told 
by  some  one  that  the  salmon  spawner  in  depositing  her 
ova  is  in  actual  contact  with  the  bed  floor  on  which  she 
exudes  the  eggs  one  by  one  as  she  slowly  moves  upward, 
the  eggs  adhering  to  the  surface  of  the  stones  or  gravel, 
in  virtue  of  a glutinous  adhesiveness  which  they 
possess,  and  being  thus  held  in  position  until  the  work 
of  the  milter  is  accomplished  and  the  beds  covered  up. 
This  I regarded  as  an  admirable  and  beautiful  provision 
of  nature,  without  which  the  ova  would  be  swept  away 
by  the  current  as  fast  as  deposited,  and  so  all  the 
parents’  labour  be  rendered  abortive.  But  I suppose  I 
have  been  misled  in  the  matter.  Still,  I should  like  to 
know  exactly  how  the  bull  trout  gets  the  ova,  whether 
by  actual  pillage  of  the  spawning  bed,  or  by  watching 
for  chances  lower  down.  If  in  the  latter  way,  I really 
fail  to  see  how  his  strange  taste,  however  repulsive  in 
itself,  can  be  considered  destructive.  Ova  swept  away 
surely  means  miscarriage  in  any  case.  Again,  what 
interval  elapses  between  deposition  and  fecundation  ? 
Does  the  male  fish  follow  up  his  mate  so  olosely  as  to 
offer  a mechanical  obstacle  to  the  escape  of  the  ova,  till 
he  impregnates  it,  and  so  bestows  an  adhesivoness  upon 
it  which  it  does  not  otherwise  possess,  and  thus  securo 
its  permanence  of  position  for  a time  sufficient  to 
admit  of  both  fish  successfully  covering  it  up?  Mr. 
Bund,  I am  afraid,  does  not  help  us  much.  He  says 
that  those  who  have  seen  trout  round  the  salmon  beds 
will  agree  that  “ if  the  beds  are  stirred  up  little  ova 
escapes.”  Quito  so.  But  may  not  tho  trout — as  they 
have  an  unfortunate  weakness  for  that  sort  of  unclean 
food — just  as  well  eat  the  ova  and  have  done  with  it  as 
let  it  be  swept  away  into  the  deep  and  so  be  lost  ? Is  it 
irretrievably  lost  when  so  swept  away  ? I should  really 
like  to  know  this.  Mr.  Bund  simply  irritates  me.  When 
those  entrusted  with  the  preservation  of  a river  connive 
at,  if  not  absolutely  encourage,  the  wholesale  illegal 
destruction  of  trout  as  salmon  ova  eaters,  the  question 
I have  ventured  to  raise  becomes  a serious  one  to  the 
hapless  trout  angler  in  whose  water  a solitary  salmon 
even  is  never  killed  (as  they  never  take  these)  to  com- 
pensate him  in  part,  as  it  might  perhaps  do,  for  the 
rapid  disappearance  of  his  beloved  trout  before  his  eyes 
by  privileged  poachers.  Mona. 

Athlone,  Deo.  <o,  1891.  _____ 

PRESERVATION  OF  RIVERS. 

Sir, — If  I am  not  too  late  in  answering  the  question 
asked  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Evans,  in  his  very  able  letter  on 
“ The  Destruction  of  our  Welsh  Streams,”  I may 
mention  that  the  Fisheries  Protection  Association  is 
already  at  work  under  a secretary  who  is  most  anxious 
to  preserve  our  rivers,  but  who,  I think,  might  be  better 
supported  if  a few  business  men  joined  the  council  of 
the  association.  I believe  that  if  every  fishery  club  in 
the  kingdom  would  subscribe  something,  a very  large 
sum  would  be  collected,  and  a sort  of  insurance  against 
river  pollution  would  be  the  result.  The  needed  altera- 
tion in  the  Acts  of  Parliament  would  bo  obtained,  a 
member  chosen  to  represent  the  fishery  interest  in 
Parliament,  and  somo  plan  found  by  which  our  County 
Councils  in  Walos  might  be  compolled  to  do  their  duty. 
Tho  address  of  the  Fisheries  Protection  Association  is 
5,  The  Sanctuary,  Westminster,  S.W. — 1 am,  &c  , 

R.  Feilden. 
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“ GLEN  O’  TBOOL.” 

Dkak  Km, — I see  thut  Mr.  Gosden  asks  where  tho 
above  is  sitnatod.  It  in  in  Kirkcudbright,  about  ton 
milos  north  of  Nowton  Stewart,  in  a beautiful  moorland 
country,  and  not  far  from  tho  rivers  Oreo  and  Minnick, 
in  which  as  a boy  1 have  had  many  a good  day’s  sport. — 
1 am  yours  truly,  Ted. 

A GIANT  OF  THE  WESTMEATH  LAKES. 

Dear  Sir, — I think  the  inclosed  sketch,  which  has 
evidently  boon  taken  from  a photograph,  is  tho  lish 
your  correspondent  was  inquiring  about  two  or  three 
weoks  back,  and  not  tho  ones  referred  to  by  “ Giant.” 
This  woodcut  was  published,  as  near  as  1 can  tell  by 
memory,  in  July  last,  and  was  issued  in  The  Daily 
Graphic. — I am,  yours  truly,  Geo.  If.  Pettitt. 

[Tho  proprietors  ol  The  Daily  Graphic  have  kindly 
placed  tho  accompanying  illustration  at  tho  disposal  of 
tho  oditor  of  tho  Fishing  Gazette , so  that  our  corres- 
pondent may  satisfy  himself  on  tho  subject.  It  appeared 
in  that  journal  on  Monday,  July  30,  1891,  and  tho  follow- 
ing remarks  appeared  thereon] : — 

“ A Giant  Trout. 

“ Tho  hon.  assistant  of  the  Westmeath  Likes  and 
Rivers  Inney  and  Brosna  Fish  Preservation  Society,  in 
sending  a photograph  of  an  extraordinary  trout  captured 


add  that  I need  very  much  more  to  make  it  a successful 
realisation  : Tho  Central  Association,  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society,  Society  of  Caxtonians,  Clapham  Junc- 
tion Angling  Society,  Dal 8 ton  Angling  Society,  Junior 
Piscatorial  Society,  Phoinix  Angling  Society,  and  Silver 
Trout  Angling  Society,  Sir  J.  Whittaker  Ellis,  Bart., 
James  Bigwood,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Andrew  Pears,  Esq.,  J.P., 
G.  H.  Harrison,  Esq. , J.P.,  Messrs.  F.  H.  Amphlett, 
M.  H.  Blarney,  E.  Dangorfiold,  J.  T.  Davenport,  W.  H. 
Ellis,  C.  F’arlovv  and  Co.,  H.  L.  F'oster,  W.  T.  Galloway, 
S.  Grant,  Thomas  Hiecock,  Littlewood,  John  Mayo,  F. 
Mead,  F.  Sands,  and  Alfred  Smith.  Tho  total  amount 
received  up  to  tho  present  time  is  AT2  Ids.,  and  I shall 
require  as  much  more,  which  I hope  soon  to  receive. — 
1 am,  yours  truly,  W.  H.  Brougham  ( Sec .). 

11,  Pownall  Gardens,  Hounslow,  Dec.  12. 


FISHING  FOR  PRIZES. 

Sir, — In  an  article  on  tho  above  subject  in  these 
columns,  my  friend  Mr.  Matthews  has  expressed  views 
with  which  in  some  respects  I agree;  but,  all  the  same, 
he  appears  to  have  presented  the  roseate  or  Christmas 
supplement  view  of  tho  picture,  without  reference  to  its 
inferior  aspect  when  its  background  is  subjected  to  close 
inspection. 

As  a London  club  angler  of  twenty-one  years’  stand- 
ing, I freely  admit  that  prize  fishing  and  good  sports- 


the  Ton  Commandments;  but  that  is  just  tho  reason 
why,  for  the  brief  space  allowed  to  us,  we  should  give 
the  freest  rein  to  our  better  impulses  while  at  the  water- 
side, and  forget  and  resist  the  temptation  to  use  the 
sordid,  overworn  workday  weapons  of  deception,  envy, 
hatred,  malice,  &c.,  &c.,  even  though  the  best  and 
lightest  of  roach  poles,  and  the  brightest  of  caps,  copper 
kettles,  and  sovereigns  bang  in  tho  balance.  No  ! No  I 
Mr.  Matthews,  angling  is,  or  ought  to  be,  a sweetener  of 
life,  and  should  not  be  contaminated  or  saturated  with 
life’s  bitterness. 

It  is  uselees  also  to  point  to  other  sports  to  which  the 
prize  fund  in  some  form  is  allied.  Mnch  depends  on  the 
particular  sport,  and  more  on  the  form  which  the  prize 
fund  attached  to  it  assumes.  In  cricket  I know  of 
nothing  analogous  to  the  angling  prize  fund  ; even  tho 
professionals  who  frankly  make  their  living  by  bat  and 
ball,  know  that  “ ways  that  are  dark  and  tricks  that  are 
vain  ” would  mean  for  them  disgrace  and  disaster  ; while 
the  only  prizes  they  can  possibly  gain  are  superior 
engagements  and  talent  money  for  sterling  good  work 
in  the  field,  which  has  done  honour  to  themselves, 
satisfied  their  county  committees,  and  delighted  large 
audiences.  A full  list  of  theamateurcricketers  whofollow 
the  game  not  only  without  prize  and  without  reproach, 
but  with  actual  money  loss,  would  fill  all  the  columns 
of  this  paper.  I only  wish  that  angling  stood  on  half 
as  firm  a basis  as  our  glorious  summer  game. 

Then,  too,  I think  some  phases  of  football  are  not 
quite  savoury,  and  I am  sure  that  neither  Mr.  Matthews 
or  any  honest  anglers  would  desire  to  see  introduced 
into  their  sport  any  of  the  features  of  certain  jerry- 
mandered, bet-controlled  foot  races  that  could  be  men- 
tioned. (Prizes  here  again  !) 

To  conclude,  I must  repeat  what  I have  long  thought 
and  expressed  to  friends,  viz. : That  while  our  fishing 
waters  languish  for  want  of  funds  for  preservation  and 
restocking,  we  have  no  right  to  dwell  even  on  the 
admittedly  good  features  of  prize  fishing.  Instead  of 
inquiring  on  club  nights,  “ What  prizes  are  there  to  fish 
fort”  the  question  should  rather  be,  11  How  does  our 
sport  stand  now ; is  it  better  than  last  year,  or  the  year 
before,  or  ten  years  previously,  and  if  not,  what  can 
we  do  to  restore  it  ? ” There  should  be  no  further 
waiting  for  somebody  else  to  make  a move.  To  keep 
our  attention  so  closely  fixed  on  the  prize  list  under 
present  circumstances  is  simply  imitating  that  Roman 
emperor  who  fiddled  while  Rome  was  burning. — I am, 
&c.,  J.  McDermott. 


THE  WATER  DEVILS. 

Sir, — Many  thanks  to  your  correspondent,  Frank 
Gosden,  for  his  letter  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  con- 
taining the  information  on  the  larvm  of  the  fish-eating 
beetle. 

The  second  species,  Dyticus  marginalis,  I should  say, 
would  be  the  same  as  experienced  in  my  case.  It 
resembles  the  same  in  form  and  habits,  for  I got  them 
from  a slow  running  brook,  which  also  contained  fresh- 
water shrimps,  and  these  devils’  similarity  and  being 
small,  passed  off  as  shrimps  until  they  grew  to  be 
distinguished. 

The  body  is  cylindrical,  tapering  to  a point  at  the 
tail,  shell-like  segments,  head  round  and  compressed, 
eyes  projected,  and  armed  with  a strong  pair  of  curved 
nippers,  legs  in  number  I am  not  certain,  but  are  U3ed 
for  its  natation  powers,  as  Mr.  Gosden  quotes,  are  very 
lively,  continually  on  the  move,  and,  as  I observed  with 
some  in  a glass  bottle,  the  larger  would  devour  or  kill 
the  smaller  ones,  when  no  other  destruction  is  to  bo 
obtained.  Where  I got  the  name,  of  scorpion,  which,  no 
doubt,  may  bo  a local  name  by  resembling  the  land 
scorpion  by  its  turned  up  venomous-like  tail,  which 
venomous  sting  I once  had  the  painful  experience  from 
a white  species  in  India,  which  made  me  rather  cautious 
of  testing  the  powers  of  this  creature.  So  the  natura- 
list who  first  discovered  this  particular  larvae  species  by 
no  means  named  it  out  of  place  by  christening  it  the 
water  tiger  or  water  devil. — 1 am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

E.  H.  F. 

NOVICE  ANSWERED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  8th  inst.  I notice 
the  letter  of  “ Novice,”  and  from  the  questions  he  asks 
I think  he  has  selected  his  right  name.  However,  we 
all  require  learning,  and  I gladly  give  him  the  benefit  of 
my  experience. 

Fly-tying.— Most,  if  not  all  of  the  books  on  fly-fishing 
give  instructions  how  to  make  flies.  I give  a few — viz., 
Ronalds,  Shipley,  Wade,  Walwork,  Ephemera,  &o.  Tho 
first-named  has  coloured  plates  of  most  of  tho  flies  taken 
by  trout,  but  I see  he  uses  shoemaker’s  wax  instead  of 
oolourless.  (See  my  recipe  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  24, 
1894  ) Two  or  three  lessons  from  a skilled  fly-tyer 
would  be  hotter  understood  than  a month’s  reading 
from  any  book.  Aluminiums,  brass  for  rod  joints. — - 
Both  are  objoetionablo  ; a fly-rod  should  in  all  cases  bo 
spliced,  and  play  down  to  tho  hand  like  a switch  out 
from  a fence,  ash  bottom,  hickory  middle,  and  lanoe  - 
wood  tops  (two  or  throe).  I have  one  thus  made  that  1 
have  fished  with  moro  than  forty  years.  Suppose  a 
forruled  rod  broaks  at  ono  of  the  ferrules,  and  far  away 
from  any  habitation,  you  must  simply  pack  up  and  go 
homo  to  have  tho  rod  repaired.  Not  so  in  spliood  rods, 
which,  with  fair  play,  seldom  or  never  break.  Parchment 
is  a skin,  and  obtainable  at  any  stationer  s.  Pig  s wool  is 
found  under  tho  shoulders  of  half-grown  pigs,  but 
mohair  has  superseded  it  long  ago.  Tho  finest  m tho 
best,  which  I dyo  tho  colour  I requiro,  also  my  silks, 
feathers,  furs,  A o. ; I can  then  dopend  upon  thorn 
standing. — Yours  truly,  J-  H.  Briggs. 


A Record  Trout  and  its  Captor. 


in  Ireland,  writes  ‘ Tho  trout  was  caught  by  a friend 
of  mine,  Mr.  Willie  Meares,  of  Mullingar,  who  is  an 
enthusiastic  angler,  and  also  a member  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Meares  was  trolling  on  Sunday  evening,  the  15th 
inst. , on  Lough  Ennell,  or  tho  Belvedere,  whon  he 
hooked  and  landed,  after  a short  twenty  minutes’  fight, 
this  splendid  fish,  the  largest  ever  known  to  be  taken 
on  the  Westmeath  lakes.  The  bait  used  was  an  ordinary 
spoon,  with  a fish’s  eye  on  the  convex  side.  Tho  weight 
and  dimensions  of  tho  fish  were  accurately  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  A.  R.  Wade,  J.P.,  of  Belvedere  Lodge,  imme- 
diately after  its  capture,  and  wero  as  follows  : Weight, 
201b.  2oz.  ; length,  34Jin.  ; middle  girth,  28:]  in.  ; girth 
nearer  tail,  20in.  ; ditto  at  tail,  9in.  ; width  of  tail, 
lOJin.  ; depth  of  body,  12in.  ; thickness,  5 in.  I was 
fortunate  to  bo  on  tho  spot  before  tho  fish  had  boon 
removed  from  tho  boat,  and  I succeeded  in  securing  it 
for  preservation.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a Dublin 
naturalist  for  sotting  up.’  ” 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Dear  Sir,—  Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  tho  following  additional  subscriptions, 
and,  in  thanking  those  who  have  already  responded,  to 


manship  may,  and  often  do,  go  band  in  hand,  and  there 
my  admissions  to  what,  without  prejudice,  I will  term 
tho  other  side  must  cease,  , 

To  prizes  in  some  form  or  another  may  be  ascribed 
most  of  the  heart-burnings,  bickerings,  divisions,  and 
resignations  which  are  all  too  common  features  of 
angling  club  life.  To  prizes  aro  duo  those  painful  but 
unrecorded  club  meetings  to  deal  with  tbo  case  of  some 
stupidly  vain-glorious  member,  who  has  boen  discovered 
weighing  in  fish  either  not  caught  by  liimsolf  or  caught 
“ too  previous”  to  make  him  a winner  according  to 
spocificd  conditions.  Prizos  are  much  to  blame  also  for 
that  standing  reproach  to  London  anglers  that  only  by 
Blow  and  wearisome  driblets  will  5090  or  so  subscribe 
annually  for  preserving  and  restocking  public  waters 
a Hum  that  barely,  if  at  all,  exceeds  the  total  amount  that 
the  majority  of  clubs  compote  for  as  prizes  in  a season. 

It  is  Eomowhat  damaging  for  his  caso  to  urgo,  as  Mr. 
Matthews  does,  that  wo  livo  in  an  ago  ol  competition. 
True  it  is,  and  pity  ’tis,  ’tis  true,  that  in  theso  days,  tho 
more  earning  of  daily  bread,  much  loss  tho  price  ol  .Is. 
to  7s.  privilogo  tickets,  entails  for  too  many  a fieroe 
competition  with  their  fellows  which  admits  of  only  the 
merest  nodding  acquaintance,  as  it  were,  with  most  of 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  22nd,  1894. 


THE  FLY-FISHERS’  CLUB. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  members  of  the  Fly- 
Fishers’  Club  took  place  at  the  Holborn  Restau- 
rant on  Friday  evening,  the  14th  inst.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook  (“John  Bickerdyke  ”)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  there  was  a large  muster  of  the  members, 
many  of  whom  brought  friends  as  guests.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston  (hon.  treasurer)  occupied  the  vice- 
chair. Of  the  members  of  committee  there  were 
present  Messrs.  F.  M.  Halford,  T.  P.  Hawksley, 
H.  Ffennell,  J.  T.  P.  Pechey,  H.  F.  Norris,  Basil 
Field,  R.  E.  Booker,  R.  C.  Blundell,  and  T.  J. 
Hodson. 

Among  the  other  members  present  were  the 
Rev.  R.  Glover,  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch,  Surgeon- 
Gen.  J.  Ross,  Major  Segrave,  J.  C.  O’Dowd, 
C.B.,  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  Dr.  Wyman,  Messrs.  J. 
Paterson,  T.  J.  Barratt,  A.  Marston,  G.  L.  Dickin, 
M.  W.  MortoD,  W.  T.  Boydell,  jun.,  F.  R.  Ohlson, 
T.  B.  Gabriel,  J.  G.  Morton,  P.  St.  Quintin,  J.  A. 
Nicholay,  H.  Griffith,  J.  W.  Blakey,  W.  F.  Laurie, 

E.  R.  Allen,  W.  F.  Brougham,  W.  H.  Pope,  J.  J, 
Bolding,  M.  D.  Fletcher,  A.  Price,  S.  Shum,  J,  J. 
Easton,  A.  R.  Ticehurst,  N.  Ticehurst,  L.  W. 
Bangs,  J.  T.  McLachlan,  R.  H.  W.  Leitch,  A.  E. 
Durham,  R.  W.  Walker,  C.  G.  Port,  H.  T.  Bagster, 

F.  Sandeman,  F.  M.  Walbran,  E.  Warner,  C.  R. 
Catchponl,  J.  Wilkinson,  S.  Allcock,  A.  Harms- 
worth,  J.  Shute  RobertsoD,  J.  P.  Taylor,  F.  Howse, 
A.  K.  Lindsell,  E.  C.  Baker,  E.  J.  Power,  P.  H. 
Wormald,  A.  Roscoe,  R.  W.  Lloyd,  N.  Lloyd, 

G.  E.  M.  Skues,  A.  Godwin,  A.  Batchelor,  H.  E. 
Gribble,  H.  J.  Walton,  W.  Edmonds,  W.  S.  Hall, 
C.  A.  Irvine,  T.  B.  Yernon,  Morris  Richardson, 
and  H.  Wilson.  Among  the  visitors  were 
Yen.  Archdeacon  Gibbs,  Sir  J.  Fayrer,  K.C.S.I., 
Colonel  Bolton,  Dr.  Paterson,  Dr.  Roper,  Dr. 
Wright,  C.  J.  Longman,  L.  E.  G.  Abney, 
Clement  Shorter,  R.  Bickerstetb,  E.  H.  Bramley, 
G.  H.  Howard,  &c.,  &c. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  “ The  Queen  and 
Royal  Family,” 

The  Chairman  said:  Gentlemen, — For  half 
a century  and  seven  years  Her  Majesty  the 


Queen  has  ruled  wisely  and  well  over  the  greatest 
empire  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  In  that 
half  century  there  have  been  the  most  extra- 
ordinary advances  made  in  knowledge,  in  science, 
in  refinement,  in  culture,  and  in  freedom.  When 
Her  Majesty  came  to  the  throne  the  unfortunate 
fishermen  of  that  day,  when  they  wanted  to  go 
fishing,  had  to  travel  in  the  old  “ Times  ” coach, 
and  to. have  a day’s  fishing  they  had  to  go  a long 
day’s  journey.  During  the  present  reign  the 
invention  of  steam  has  revolutionised  fishing 
throughout  the  country.  Nowyou  can  have  a day’s 
jaunt  down  into  Hampshire,  or  go  for  a week  to  the 
salmon  rivers  of  Ireland  or  Scotland.  Angling 
has  become  more  popular ; but  while  fishermen 
have  increased,  fish,  I am  sorry  to  say,  have 
decreased.  During  this  reign,  however,  we  have 
had  another  invention — for  I think  I can  call  it 
so — of  which  we  can  be  proud,  and  that  is,  the 
invention  of  fish-culture.  That  has  been  and  will 
be  the  salvation  of  our  rivers,  and  I think  we 
may  all  be  proud  and  thankful  to  have  lived  in 
such  a glorious  period  of  English  history  as  the 
reign  of  Queen  Yictoria.  Let  us  drink  “ The 
Queen  and  the  Royal  Family.” 

“ The  Fly-Fishers’  Club  ” was  the  next  toast.  In 
proposing  it, 

The  Chairman  said : Gentlemen,  — I am 

doubly  unfortunate  to-night;  in  the  first 
place,  I am  simply  saturated  with  the  Parish 
Councils  Bill.  I have  been  addressing  meetings 
all  this  week  about  the  parish  pump,  the  poor  law, 
and  such  matters.  Now,  this  toast  of  “ The  Club  ” 
has  been  looked  upon  as  something  in  the  nature 
of  a presidential  address.  It  is  taken  down  in 
shorthand,  and  distributed  to  the  members 
whether  they  come  to  the  dinner  or  not,  and  so 
it  is  extremely  awkward  if  the  chairman  intro- 
duces the  parish  pump  or  King  Charles’  head  into 
his  speech.  I want  to  talk  to  you  about  fishing  ; 
the  District  Councils  Bill  says  that  every  house 
is  to  be  supplied  with  a sufficient  supply  of  whole- 
some drinking  water.  That  is  all  very  goed ; 
but  there  is  this  great  defect  about  the  Bill,  that 
while  it  looks  after  the  water,  it  says  nothing 
about  the  fish.  If  there  is  any  member  of  Parlia- 
ment present,  I would  suggest  to  him  to  bring  in 
an  amending  Bill  next  session  with  provisions 
about  the  fish.  We  have  heard  too  much  lately 
about  the  water;  too  little  about  the  fish.  I 
live  myself  in  the  Thames  Yalley.  The  other 
week  I was  amazed  by  a great  incursion  of  water 
into  my  dwelling.  I sat  up  and  watched  it,  and 
when  it  came  to  the  kitchen  door  I thought  it 
was  time  to  take  up  the  carpet.  I don’t 
know  whether  that  increase  of  my  domestic 
water  supply  was  owing  to  the  district  or 
the  parish  council ; but  as  there  was  the 
water,  I thought  1 would  see  if  there  were 
any  fish.  So  I took  up  my  fishing  rod,  and  I 
really  did  get  some  sport,  for  after  some  time  I 
caught  a stickleback,  and  I have  it  now  in  my 
parlour.  I was  fishing  for  a new  subject,  and 
this  is  a new  subject  to  the  Fly -Fishers’  Club.  The 
toast  has  been  proposed  ten  or  a dozen  times 
before,  but  I thought  that  if  I talked  about  the 
club  the  subject  would  be  entirely  fresh  and 
original.  Well,  gentlemen,  it  has  often  been  said 
from  the  presidential  chair  that  the  club  is  a 
success.  Undoubtedly  it  is  a success,  and  an 
assured  success,  but  I must  confess  this,  that 
we  stick  — we  stick  at  300  members.  Now, 
it  is  not  altogether  a healthy  thing  to 
stick.  When  a man  is  ill,  he  either  gets  better  or 
worse.  Well,  then,  I want  to  know  how  we  are 
to  get  more  members.  It  has  been  the  dream  of 
my  boyhood,  the  hope  of  my  middle  age,  and  the 
consolation  of  my  declining  years — (laughter) — 
I don’t  see  the  joke  myself — that  we  should  some 
day  have  a clubhouse  of  our  own.  But  we  can- 
not have  a clubhouse  of  our  own  on  300  members, 
and  yet  I don’t  see  how  we  can  have  more  than 
300  members  if  we  do  not  have  a clubhouse  of 
our  own.  So  that  it  cuts  both  ways.  If  I tell 
you  a story,  it  will  illustrate  my  meaning.  In 
the  rural  parts  of  France  it  is  the  custom  for  the 
parish  priest  to  go  round  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year,  accompanied  by  the  peasants,  to  bless 
the  fields,  and  the  fields  are  supposed  to  yield 
more  produce  because  the  priest  has  blessed  them. 
Well,  there  was  one  very  wise  old  priest  who  was 
going  round  accompanied  by  the  peasants,  and 
blessing  the  fields.  At  last  he  stopped  at  one 
which  he  refused  to  bless.  “Why,  father?” 
asked  his  people,  “why  don’t  you  bless  this 


field?”  “My  children,”  he  replied,  “ it  will  do 
no  good  whatever  to  bless  it ; the  field  wants 
manure.”  Now,  that  is  my  point.  Mere  blessing 
won’t  make  our  club  grow.  The  club  wants 
manure,  and  how  are  we  to  get  the  manure  i 
Well,  the  manure  I propose  is — Duffers.  We, 
gentlemen,  are  the  finest  fly-fishers  in  ^ the 
world.  There  is  no  one  in  the  whole  of  Great 
Britain  who  is  a good  fly-fisher  who  is  not 
a member  of  the  club.  It  would  be  mock 
modesty  on  my  part  to  say  that  we  are 
not  the  best  fly-fishers  in  the  world.  W e glory  in 
it.  Except  ourselves  there  are  no  really  great  fly- 
fishers  left.  So  when  we  ask  a gentleman  to 
become  a member  of  our  club  he  says,  “ Oh,  but 
I am  a duffer  ; 1 would  only  be  a duffer  in  the 
Fly-Fishers’  Club.”  Well,  I think  we  should  wel- 
come duffers,  because  if  we  don’t  have  duffers 
in  the  club  there  is  no  one  to  whom  we  can  tell 
our  fishing  stories  with  effect.  The  question  is, 
What  is  a duffer,  and  where  shall  we  draw  the 
line?  Of  course,  a man  may  be  so  great 
a duffed-  that  he  should  not  be  eligible  for 
election.  To  illustrate  where  we  might  draw 
the  line,  I may  tell  you  an  incident  that  hap- 
pened to  myself  at  our  last  annual  dinner. 

I had  sent  in  my  notice  a little  late,  and  I was 
seated  somewhat  out  in  the  cold.  There  was, 
however,  a clergyman  beside  me  whose  host  was 
a member,  and  we  fraternised.  I began  to  talk 
to  him,  as  was  natural,  about  fly-fishing,  and  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  a good  fly- 
fisher,  because  he  agreed  with  all  I said.  I 
thought  “Here  is  a possible  member,”  and  so  I 
said,  “ It  is  a very  nice  club,  and  I shall  be  happy 
to  propose  you.”  “ Oh  ! ” said  he,  “ but  I am  only 
a duffer.  1 don’t  know  much  about  fly-fishing.” 

I asked,  “ Where  have  you  fly-fished?  ” He  said 
“Sudbury.”  Then  I asked  him,  “And  have 
you  often  fly-fished  there?”  His  answer  was, 
“No,  I have  not  often  fly-fished,  but  my 
cousin  has  a boat  in  which  he  goes  punting, 
and  I have  rowed  his  punt  for  half  an  hour. 
Well,  I think  such  a man  is  too  big  a duffer  to 
become  a member  of  our  club.  Then  there  was 
another  man  who  I thought  at  one  time  would  be 
a promising  member!  but  when  I asked  him  if 
he  had  done  any  fly-fishing,  he  said  that  “ lhe 
only  fly-fishing  he  had  done  was  to  shoot  an 
alligator  in  the  Ganges.”  I gave  him  up— not 
with  sorrow.  But,  gentlemen,  you  may  perhaps 
ask  me  to  suggest  what  the  qualification  lor 
membership  should  be  supposing  we  are  to  admit 
duffers  into  this  brotherhood  of  high  and  mighty 
tly- fishers.  Well,  what  I would  suggest  as  the 
requisite  qualification  is  that  everyone  who  has 
caught  three  trout,  each  over  3|oz.,  and  is  in 
possession  of  five  flies,  one  fishing  rod,  and  a 
whisky  flask  should  be  eligible  to  become  a 
member  of  the  club.  If  wemake  this  known,  I think 
we  may  look  forward  to  such  an  addition  to  ®ur 
membership  that  we  shall  be  able  to  have  our 
own  clubhouse  and  boy  in  brass  buttons,  and 
perhaps  even  a large  tank  in  the  hall  with  fish 
educated  to  rise  to  the  fly,  so  that  when  the 
would-be  fly-fisherman  came  we  could  show  him 
the  real  scientific  way  of  catching  trout.  In 
asking  you  to  drink  to  the  club,  I will  do  it  in 
the  old-fashioned  manner  and  couple  a sentiment 
with  the  toast : “ Let  us  drink  success  to  the  club, 
and  may  the  fly-fisher  ever  hold  out  the  hand  of 
friendship  to  the  duly  qualified  manurial  duffer. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (vice-chairman),  in  respond- 
ing, said  : Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I am  extremely  sorry  to  have  to  inform  ycxu 
that  Mr.  Senior,  who  was  to  have  responded 
to  this  toast  along  with  myself,  told  me  this 
morning  that  for  an  imperative  reason  he 
would  be  unable  to  be  here  in  time  to  do  so, 
but  he  hopes  to  be  present  later  in  the  even- 
ing. I am  sure  we  all  regret  that  he  is  not 
with  us  ; and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  our 
other  members  whom  we  should  have  been  glad 
to  see  here  this  evening  are  also  unable  to  attend. 
I have  a letter  of  apology  from  SirFord  North  ; and 
Mark  Twain,  writing  from  Paris,  says,  he  cannot 
come,  but  he  wishes  the  fly-fishers  luck  and  a 
happy  evening;  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  and  the 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Guild- 
ford, Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  and  a host  of  others  have 
also  written  regretting  their  inability  to  be  pie- 
sent.  As  regards  the  position  of  the  Fly-Fishers 
Club,  I can  only  repeat  what  your  chairman  has 
said,  that  it  is  in  an  extremely  satisfactory  position. 
The  last  time  I responded  to  this  toast  I had  the 
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pleasure  to  inform  you  tliat  wo  had  a balance  at 
the  bank  of  t'300.  I have  now  equal  pleasure  in 
announcing  that  the  balance  is  at  present  nearer 
C IOO.  As  our  chairman  has  indicated,  6omoof  our 
members  liavo  proposed  that  wo  should  have 
a clubhouse  of  our  own,  were  it  in  any  way 
possible.  Wo  feel,  however,  that  it  would  bo 
lolly,  on  our  present  subscription  list,  to  run  a 
elubhousoo  our  own.  The  only  way  to  do  it  would 
bo  either  vastly  to  Increaso  our  membership  or 
increase  the  subscription  to  such  a liguro  that  I 
am  afraid  it  would  drive  off  a great  many 
country  members.  I think  it  would  bo  unwise  to 
do  that,  and  as  to  getting  new  members,  it  must 
bo  left  to  individual  members  of  the  club  to 
endeavour  to  induce  their  friends  to  join. 
Otherwise  wo  cannot  have  our  own  clubhouse. 


not  the  leisure  to  undertake  it  myself.  There 
are  several  members  of  the  club  who  are  far  more 
competent  for  the  duty,  and  much  better  provided 
than  I am,  whose  names  will  readily  occur  to  you.” 
1 fancy  that  you,  gentlemen,  and  others  interested 
in  fly-fishing  will  think  that  that  suggestion 
might  well  be  carried  out.  As  regards  our  old 
members,  we  have  lost  some  by  death,  and  some, 
as  usual,  by  resignation  ; but  I think  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  on  having  kept  up  our 
roll  very  well  indeed.  Only  the  other  day  a 
member,  who  had  resigned,  came  on  agaia  ; and 
if  members  would  only  induce  their  friends  to 
join — the  subscription  is  only  two  guineas  for 
town  and  one  for  country  members — it  would 
assist  the  club  very  materially,  and  keep  it  well 
before  the  country.  I may  mention  that  an 


principle  that  good  wine  needs  no  bush,  and 
that  a toast  of  such  interest  requires  no  florid 
oratory  from  me.  It  is  quite  certain  that,  with- 
out the  visitors,  our  evening  would  be  much  less 
enjoyable  than  it  i“.  I am  not  speaking,  of  course, 
of  the  kind  help  of  the  artistes,  because  that  will 
be  in  the  province  of  my  successor,  but  of  the 
guests  who  come  to  share  the  festivity  of  our 
annual  dinner.  It  would  be  impossible  for  a club 
of  this  sort  to  produce  so  large  a gathering  of 
itself.  I do  not  know  whether  300  is  too  small — 
ior  myself,  I think  it  is  a very  good  number — but 
.500  members  scattered  all  over  the  country  could 
not  produce  so  large  a company,  and  emphatically 
it  is  a cise  of  “ the  more  the  merrier.”  There- 
fore, I think  we  are  indebted  to  our  visitors 
for  coming  to  share  our  enjoyment  this 
evening  ; and  secondly,  following  out  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  I hope  to  find 
in  the  visitors  to-night,  the  members  of  next  year. 
Of  course  all  visitors  who  are  here  cannot  be 
anglers  ; and  although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
all  gentlemen  are  not  anglers,  because  they  lose 
a great  pleasure  and  great  privilege,  still  it  is  a 
thing  that  has  its  mitigation.  Just  as  all  men  do 


T have  a suggestion  to  make,  and  I wonder  now 
that  it  has  not  been  made  before,  for  increasing 
the  interest  of  our  club  not  only  for  our  town  but 
our  country  members.  It  is,  that  we  should  get 
up  an  album  or  collection  of  fly-tying  material, 
containing  all  the  articles  used  in  the  production 
of  salmon  and  trout  flies.  Such  an  album  would  be 
extremely  interesting  and  useful,  and  I am  sure 
many  members  would  gladly  contribute  to  it.  T 
wrote  to  one  of  our  members  on  the  subject,  and 
in  reply  he  says  : “ I think  your  suggestion  that 
the  r ly-T  ishers  Club  should  have  an  album  or 
two  albums  of  feathers  suitable  for  fly-dressing 
a very  admirable  one,  and  I should  like  tosieit 
extended  to  floss  and  other  materials.  I shall 
be  happy  to  place  my  modesl  sto  ;k  at  the  disp  isal 
ol  whoever  may  undertake  the  task  ; but  I hivo 


important  fishery  case  ii  now  being  fought 
out.  The  plaintiff  is  one  of  our  members,  and  his 
case  was  ably  opened  the  other  day  by  a member 
of  our  committee,  so  it  has  an  additional  interest 
for  us.  It  is  a case  in  which  some  millers  are 
said  to  have  poisoned  the  trout  in  the  water 
below  them  by  sending  mud  down.  In  con- 
cluding, Mr.  Marston  again  expressed  his  regret 
at  (lie absence  of  Mr.  Senior. 

The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie  proposed  “The 
Visitors.’  He  said:  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentle- 
roc11. — I have  to  ask  you  to  join  with  mo  in  drink- 
ing the  health  of  the  visitors  this  evening.  I do 
not  know  on  what  principle  I have  been  selected 
to  propose  this  toast  when  there  are  so  many 
other  better  speakers  and  better  anglers  in  the 
room  than  myself,  unless  it  bo  perhaps  on  the 


not  like  oysters,  and  those  who  do  are  not  sorry 
because  it  would  increase  their  price,  so  that  all 
men  are  not  guilty  of  prowling  about  the  streams 
is  rather  an  advantage  than  otherwise  to  those 
who  are.  But  it  seems  to  me  a pity  that  a man 
should  be  a good  angler  and  a good  fellow 
without  being  a member  of  this  club.  I have 
to  join  with  this  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Aflalo, 
who  is  a distinguished  sea  fisherman,  as 
every  one  knows.  Ho  may  bo  a good  fresh- 
water fisherman  too;  but  it  is  in  his  Bea 
fishing  capacity  that  ho  is  known.  Of  courso 
wo  are  all  inclined  rather  to  look  down  on  sea 
fishing.  It  is  looked  upon  rather  as  a half  sister 
to  the  genuine  thing,  and  is  perhaps  looked  down 
upon  accordingly.  I do  not  know  whothor  this 
is  because  it  has  a slightly  commercial  aspect, 
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or  whether  it  is  because  of  the  extremely 
large  captures  sea  fishermen  make,  there  is 
something  coarse  and  unusual  about  the  large 
captures  made  by  sea  fishermen,  who  think  they 
have  nothing  unless  they  take  1001b.  But  Mr. 
Afialo  is  facile  princeps  in  his  own  department. 
Milton  makes  Lucifer  say  that  it  is  better  to 
reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  heaven  ; and  though  I 
do  not  compare  sea  angling  to  that  pandemonium, 
much  less  our  distinguished  visitor  Mr.  Afialo 
to  the  personage  who  is  dominant  over  it, 
still  I think  it  is  a good  thing,  if  a 
man  takes  up  sea  fishing,  that  he  should  be  as 
successful  as  Mr.  Afialo.  When  sea  fish  become 
as  cute  as  Hampshire  trout,  then  perhaps  sea 
fishing  will  be  placed  on  a level  with  Thames 
trout  fishing.  At  any  rate,  I have  to  ask  you  to 
drink  heartily  the  health  of  “ The  Visitors,”  and 
to  couple  with  that  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Afialo. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  responding  for  “ The 
Visitors,”  said  : Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman,-- 
Unaccustomed  as  I am  to  public  speaking,  and 
also— I may  say  to  anglers— private  swearing, 

I feel  bound  to  own  the  soft  impeachment  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Cook  of  being  a manurial  duffer. 
But  I may  say  that  I am  not  a duffer  in 
the  sense  mentioned,  and  I am  sure  the 
proposer  of  the  toast  will  pardon  me  if 
in  replying  I quote  advice  with  which  he 
is  doubtless  familiar — “ Be  careful  to  entertain 
strangers,  for  thereby  some  have  entertained 
angels  unawares.”  Gentlemen,  I am  afraid  that 
to  some  of  those  who  know  me,  and  to  some  who 
do  not,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  explain  that 
I am  not  an  angel.  I am  not  even  a fly-fisher. 
Therefore  the  honour  of  addressing  you  this 
evening  has  been  obtained  by  me  on  false  pre- 
tences. I have  confined  myself  chiefly  to  sea 
fishing  ; and  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  the 
Chairman  that  I should  give  you  some  idea  of 
fly-fishing  in  salt  water.  But  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Cook,  a Walton  of  salt  water,  it  would  be 
unbecoming  on  the  part  of  so  youthful  an 
exponent  as  myself  to  hold  forth  to  you  on  that 
subject.  I fear  that  as  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
fly-fishing  in  salt  water  has  been  a very  fancy 
affair.  I have  followed  Mr.  Cook’s  instruc- 
tions most  minutely.  I crept  out  at  sun- 
set, and  stood  up  at  some  considerable  per- 
sonal inconvenience  and  cast  my  fly ; but  I was 
unfortunately  unable  to  circumvent  the  fish. 
But  if  you  know  your  Chairman  as  well  as  I do, 
you  will  know  that  he  is  one  who  succeeds  where 
others  fail;  and  on  that  occasion  he  caught  so 
many  fish  with  the  fly  in  the  sea  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  a cart  to  convey  them  to  his 
lodging.  Gentlemen,  I have  never  succeeded  to 
that  extent.  1 fear  that  the  number  of  fish  I 
have  caught  in  the  sea  with  the  fly  is  very  few 
indeed.  I am  glad  to  have  learned  something  of 
fly-fishing,  although  I have  not  become  so  much 
better  than  a duffer  as  to  become  a member  of 
a club  which  reckons  among  its  members  so  many 
masters  of  the  art.  But  it  is  difficult  to  pursue  fly- 
fishing in  salt  water.  At  the  outset,  there  is  one 
thing  to  be  overcome,  and  that  is  seasickness.  As 
long  as  you  lie  down  in  the  boat  it  is  all  right, 
but  when  you  stand  up,  then  it  is  different,  and 
then  perhaps  it  is  you  who  produce  sport  for  the 
fishes.  It  is  to  my  extreme  regret  that  another 
gentleman  who  was  to  reply  to  the  toast,  and  who 
wouldhave  handled  it  much  more  ably,  is  absent  ; 
and  so  it  is  for  my  sins  that  you  have  been 
forced  to  listen  to  my  eloquence.  But  your 
crimes  are  few,  and  as  punishment  should  be 
adequate  to  the  crime,  I shall  limit  my  remarks, 
and  simply  thank  you  for  your  kind  expressions 
towards  me  and  my  fellow  guests. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  proposed  the  health  of 
“The  Artistes.”  He  said  : It  is  my  very  pleasing 
duty,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  to  propose 
the  health  of  “The  Artistes,”  and  although  my 
friend  Mr.  Booker  has.  placed  me  down  to  propose 
this  toast  to  put  me  in  discomfiture  for  not 
having  attended,  as  he  would  like,  to  my  duties 
as  a committee  man,  I will  put  him  out  by  saying 
how  much  pleasure  I have  in  proposing  the  toast. 
I am  pleased  and  delighted  to  see  our  friends  the 
artistes,  who  always  come  and  afford  us  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  pleasure.  I shall  not  enumerate 
what  they  do  for  us  ; but  I should  mention  that, 
although'  they  come  here,  and  it  gives  us  plea- 
sure to  have  them,  still  it  affords  them  excep- 
tional pleasure  to  come  here  to-night  at  the  re- 
quest of  and  to  please  a gentleman  who  has  been 


absent  from  us  for  a long  time,  our  dear  old 
friend  Mr.  David  Wilson.  It  was  with  groat 
delight  that  I heard  from  my  friend  Mr.  Booker, 
when  he  wrote  and  told  Mr.  Wilson  wo  were 
making  arrangements  for  this  dinner,  that  Mr. 
Wilson  wrote  saying  he  would  be  in  town  in 
time  for  the  festival,  and  that  they  might  leave 
the  arrangements  for  the  musical  part  of  the 
programme  to  him.  They  were  so  left,  and 
iu  proposing  “ The  Artistes  ” I would  like 
to  offer  him  our  thanks  for  comiDg  up  from 
the  north  to  arrange  such  a splendid  array 
of  talent  as  we  have  had  here  this  evening, 

I will  say  no  more,  because  I know  that  these 
gentlemen  are  going  to  give  us  a few  more  songs, 
and  that  Mr.  John  Proctor  has  something  else  to 
tell  you.  I have  much  pleasure  in  associating 
Avith  this  toast  the  name  of  our  friend  Mr. 
William  Nicholl. 

Mr.  William  Nicholl,  in  replying,  said I 
suppose  it  is  the  usual  thing  to  apologise, 
so  I Avill  first  say  that  I really  regret  that 
you  did  not  apply  to  our  good  friend  John 
Proctor  to  reply  for  “ The  Artistes  ” in  his  oavu 
inimitable  way.  But  I feel  it  an  honour  that  you 
should  have  chosen  me  to  reply.  I am  thankful 
to  Mr.  Blundell  for  his  very  kind  remarks.  So 
far  as  being  one  of  you  as  a fly-fisher  is  concerned, 

I am  afraid  that  I must  rank  among  the  duffers, 
although  this  year  I had  the  great  honour  of  fish- 
ing upon  a salmon  stream — the  Dee.  There  had 
been  six  weeks’  drought,  and  after  wielding  a rod 
about  thirty  feet  in  length  I caught  an  animal 
about  an  inch  and  a half  long.  That  is  my  only 
experience  in  about  thirty  years.  But  I claim  to 
be  the  son  of  a father  who  has  been  a fisher- 
man, and  whom  I have  helped  to  catch  many 
a fish,  although  I did  not  wield  a rod.  Gentle- 
men, I thank  you  for  the  way  in  which  you 
have  received  this  toast,  and  I am  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  we  artistes  are  only  too  happy  and 
proud  to  come  among  you  at  your  annual 
dinner. 

Mr.  Basil  Field  proposed  “The  Chairman.  He 
said  : Gentlemen,  in  spite  of  what  iu  Cattle  Show 
week  I may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  call  foot-and- 
mouth  disease,  which  affects  the  head  and  tongue 
and  understanding  of  a speaker,  a nervous  dis- 
order loosening  the  joints  and  tying  the  tongue  of 
the  unprepared  speaker,  I can  scarcely  be  sorry 
that  even  at  the  eleventh  hour  I was  asked 
to  propose  this  toast  in  place  of  Mr.  Orchard- 
son,  who  we  are  all  sorry  to  find  is  not 
here  to-night,  for  it  is  a toast  that  will 
be  warmly  received  by  you,  no  matter  how 
inadequately  presented.  It  is  the  health  of 
our  Chairman.  He  is  not  only  an  all-round  angler, 
but  an  all-round  man.  We  know  him  as  author 
of  a standard  work  on  all  that  concerns  our  craft. 
We  know  him  as  a journalist.  We  know  him  as 
chronicler  of  small  beer,  not  in  any  unworthy 
sense  of  the  word,  let  me  add  in  explanation, 
to  those  who  may  not  know  his  book  on 
ale  and  beer.  We  know  him  as  the  writer  of 
graceful  fairy  legends  of  the  Sister  Isle;  we 
know  him  as  a novelist,  and  as  a charming  after 
dinner  speaker.  No  poor  words  of  mine  would 
add  to  his  reputation,  still  less  to  the  esteem 
and  affection  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
comrades.  Praise  from  me  would  be  superfluous, 
and,  as  to  speak  of  him  is  to  praiso  him,  I will 
say  no  more,  but  simply  give  you  this  toast,  Our 
Chairman.” 

The  Chairman  : I have  heard  it  said  that  an 
angler  is  nothing  if  not  truthful;  but  when  I 
heard  all  the  remarks  my  friend  Mr.  Basil  field 
made  about  me,  I almost  felt  inclined  to  doubt 
that  old  proverb.  He  said  too  mucb,  and  while 
he  was  addressing  you,  and  while  you  drank  my 
health,  I confess  I felt  overwhelmed  with  confu- 
sion, for  I was  conscious  that  I was  an  impostor, 
and  did  not  deserve  all  that  had  been  said 
of  me.  I have  said  that  an  angler  is  nothing 
if  not  truthful,  and  therefore  it  behoves  me 
to  repudiate  the  statement  made  about  me  this 
evening  that  when  fishing  from  some  rocks  on 
the  Yorkshire  coast  I required  a cart  to  carry 
home  the  fish  on  the  occasion.  It  is  not  true.  I 
had  no  cart ; I had  a boy.  Mr.  Aflalo  has  cast  a 
certain  doubt  about  fly-fishing  in  the  sea.  Well, 
I have  done  a certain  amount  of  it,  not  a great 
deal ; and  in  regard  to  that  particular  fishing  off 
Filey  Brigg,  I can  only  say  it  was  the  finest  bit  of 
fishing  I ever  had  in  my  life.  On  the  coast  of 
Norway  I have  caught  a sea  trout  of  lJlb. ; a 


little  boy  of  twelve  with  me  caught  one  of  141b. ; 
but  though  that  was  fine,  it  was.  not  so  fine 
as  that  fishing  I bad  off  the  Brigg  coast,  in 
the  waters  of  the  German  Ocean.  I went  as 
usual  that  afternoon  to  bring  home  a few  fish ; 
and,  looking  seawards,  I saw  the  gulls  fighting 
with  the  coal  fish,  called  billet  there,  which  had 
come  in  with  the  herring.  By  degrees  the 
herring  approached  the  coast,  and  the  gulls  flew 
away,  and  I saw  the  coal  fish  fighting  for  the 
herring  fly  at  my  feet.  I was  fishing  with  a fly 
tied  to  represent  the  herring  fly,  and  at  every 
cast,  if  one  fish  missed  the  fly  another  took  it, 
and  1 caught  a fish  at  every  cast.  It  continued 
for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  they  came  as 
fast  as  I could  land  them  in  that  time.  I nevei 
had  such  a bit  of  fishing.  The  rising  tide  drove 
me  from  the  place  ; and  with  a little  boy  to  help 
me  I carried  home  half  a hundredweight  of  fish. 

I should  not  have  told  you  the  story,  but  I want 
to  be  accurate,  and  it  was  said  that  I had  a cart. 
But  there  is  a great  deal  more  fly-fishing  in  the 
sea  than  is  to  be  obtained  from  that  particulai 
reef  of  rocks.  Up  in  Orkney  they  fly-fish  for  sea 
trout  and  catch  a large  number,  and  on  that 
beautiful  loch  on  the  west  coast  of  the  island  of 
Lew{s — an  0f  you  who  have  read  that  beautiful 
book  of  Black’s,  “ The  Princess  of  Thule,”  will 
remember  it  — Loch  Roag,  Sir  John  Moms 
began  to  catch  salmon  some  years  ago,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  repeatedly  fished  there 
with  fly,  in  salt  water,  and  caught,  large 
numbers  of  salmon.  That  is  fly-fishing  in  sea, 
and  it  affords  good  sport.  Thinking  over  all  you 
have  so  kindly  said  about  me  I feel  that  I cannot 
keep  King  Charles’  head — that  is,  the  district 
council — out  of  my  speeches.  Gentlemen,  if  you 
do  me  the  honour  to  give  me  your  votes, 

I will  advocate  that  the  parish  pump  shall 
be  used  for  breeding  trout.  I will  also, 
if  you  elect  me,  impress  on  the  district 
council  the  duty  of  educating  sea  fish  . in 
general,  and  alligators  in  particular  to  rising 
to  the  fly.  While  thanking  you  with  all  my 
heart  for  so  kindly  supporting  me  in  such  large 
numbers  this  evening,  and  for  so  heartily 
drinking  my  health,  1 would  like  to  put  one 
other  matter  before  you.  We . have  with  us 
to-night  an  old  friend  who  is  on  the  fair 
way  to  recovery  from  a most  dangerous  illness, 
and  I think  we  ought  not  to  part  with 
him  this  evening  without  drinking  his 
health.  There  is  no  man  who  has  worked 
more  for  the  club — unless  it  be  Mr.  Marston 
than  Mr.  Wilson  ; and  there  is  no  man  who  has  a 
more  hearty  esteem  tor  him  than  I have.  I ask 
you  to  drink  the  health  of  our  honorary  secre- 
tary, Mr.  David  Wilson. 

Mr.  David  Wilson,  in  reply,  said:  Mr.  Chair- 
man  and  Gentlemen, — I do  not  indulge  very  much 
in  that  form  of  amusement  known  as  public 
speaking,  as  you  know;  but  before  thank- 
ing you  for  your  kindness  in  drinking 
my  health,  I ivould  like  just  to  say  a 
word  about  that  same  speech-making.  It 
seems  a fearfully  difficult  thing  to  make 
speeches.  I will  tell  you  how  I know.  There  is 
no  part  of  my  duty  so  onerous  as  that  of 
endeavouring  to  get  new  blood  into  the  toast  list. 
Of  course  the  speeches  we  hear  from  year  to  year 
are  the  very  best  of  their  kind ; but  the  very 
gentlemen  who  make  these  speeches  say  why 
don’t  you  get  somebody  else  to  make  them,  and  I 
tried  and  tried,  and  wrote  and  wrote  up  till 
a few  years  ago,  with  the  usual  result,  that 
nobody  seemed  inclined  to  make  a speech. 
Now,  I always  understood  that  the  members 
of  a club  were  only  too  anxious  to  get 
a chance  of  making  a speech  on  occasions 
such  as  this.  I think  they  ought  to  be.  It  is 
not  often  they  get  the  opportunity  of  airing  their 
views  before  such  a distinguished  company.  1 
hope  members  here  will  take  this  to  heart,  and  that 
when  those  who  equally  deserve  your  thanks  for 
the  Avay  the  work  has  been  done,  call  upon  you 
again  you  will  respond  more  freely,  and  that  we 
will  ha\-e  something  fresh,  yet  quite  as  good  as 
anything  we  have  already  had.  It  really  seems 
to  me  that  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  betoie 
are  getting  tired  of  it,  and  you  will  back  me  up 
in  that  assertion.  Gentlemen,  I thank  you  or 
the  kindly  way  you  have  spoken  of  me.  I have 
always  done  the  best  I could  in  the  office  Avhich 
I hold  for  the  advantage  of  the  club.  It  there 
has  been  any  shortcomings  it  has  not  been  lor  the 
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want  of  endeavour  or  good  inLont  on  my  part  ; 
and  I hope,  if  I got  well  enough  again  to  rent  mo 
the  full  duties,  that  I will  ho  able  to  do  I ho  work 
as  well  in  the  future  ns  1 lmvo  done  it  in  tl  e past. 

A most  successful  entertainment  of  songs, 
instrumental  solos,  and  recitations  was  afforded 
by  Messrs.  Wm.  Nicholl,  Ban  took  Pierpoint, 
Victor  Buziau,  John  Proctor,  with  Mr.  Septimus 
Webbe  at  the  pianoforte. 


ON  SCOTCH  RIVERS 

THE  AUTUMN  SALMON  ANGLING. 

{Continued  from  page  532) 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

The  following  day  I “ shifted  my  camp,”  going 
west.  I reached  my  destination  on  Saturday 
evening,  and  on  Monday  was  ready  for  the  fray. 
Betimes  I started,  and  by  the  friend  who  had 
invited  me  to  fish  I was  driven  in  clinking  style 
along  tho  road  to  Iho  water  which  was  some 
distance  off.  Early  as  we  started  it  would  have 
been  to  our  advantage  to  be  still  earlier,  as  after- 
wards we  found  that  we  commenced  to  fish  too 
late  in  the  day.  All  the  previous  night  it  had 
rained  ; it  drizzled  in  Scotch  fashion  as  we  were 
driving  out,  and  when  we  got  to  the  lodge 
in  a picturesque  nook  by  the  riverside  it 
was  pouring  in  torrents.  Consequently 
we  took  full  time,  more  than  full  time, 
to  get  equipped,  waiting  till  the  rain 
should  give  over  a bit  before  setting  out 
for  the  fishing.  About  eleven  o’clock  the 
day  “ red  up  a wee,”  and  we  made  “ tracks  ” 
lor  the  river.  To  me — in  this  part  where 
I had  not  previously  seen  it — it  looked  in 
fair  fishiDg  size,  only  a good  deal  too 
black  as  I thought.  Our  arrangement  for 
this  day  was  that  we  were  to  fish  the  water 
of  a friend  and  neighbour  proprietor,  a 
delightfully  varied  stretch,  right  down 
from  where  we  started,  of  quite  three 
miles.  To  divide  the  water  in  as  fair  a 
manner  as  possible  between  us,  and  to  let 
us  manage  to  get  over  it  all,  as  the  day 
was  short  (darkness  setting  in  about  five 
o’clock)  we  arranged  to  fish  “ pool  about,” 
of  which,  including  minor  casts,  there 
were  some  sixteen  or  eighteen  before  us. 

With  the  water  so  bUck  and  the  day  so 
stormy  and  dark  it  looked  a pronounced 
case  for  something  big,  and  with  plenty 
of  show,  if  we  were  to  use  the  fly.  I was 
assigned  the  first  pool,  a very  likely  one 
indeed,  and,  as  is  my  woDt  under  the 
conditions  stated,  I began  fishing  it  with 
the  Childers,  which,  along  with  the  Yellow 
Eagle,  stands  a first  favourite  with  me  for 
big,  black  waters  on  dark,  windy  days  in 
autumn.  Pointedly  as  I fished  down  the 
pretty  stream  and  flat,  thinking  I was  doing 
uncommonly  well  (!)  my  gillie  looked  on 
quite  unconcerned,  said  nothing,  gavenodi- 
rections  concerning  the  “ lies  ’’—and  chiefly 
tor  this  I,  as  being  an  entire  stranger,  had 
engaged  him.  Probably  he  took  me  for  a duffer, 
to  whom  to  give  instructions  he  judged  would  be 
a useless  job.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I soon  saw  that 
I would  have  to  depend  on  my  own  judgment  in 
respect  of  what  to  use  and  where  to  use  it.  How- 
erer,  although  I acknowledge  I was  disappointed, 
i was  none  daunted,  and  at  once  my  resolve  was 
made  to  make  the  best  of  a bad  job,  to  fish  every 
minute  of  the  day  and  every  bit  of  water  bavins 
a likely  look. 

Here,  parenthetically,  I may  observe  that  the 
river  on  which  I was  now  fishing  was  one  of  the 
two  or  three  out  of  the  many  Scotch  rivers  that 
gave  an  average  fishing  during  the  past  back-end 
season.  A month,  or  three  weeks  at  least,  before 
I fished  it  there  were  several  floods  in  it,  which 
brought  up  a good  supply  of  salmon  and  late 
grilse.  When  I began  on  it  (about  three  weeks 
before  the  season’s  end)  the  second  series  of 
floods  had  just  commenced,  and  thereafter  for 
ten  days  there  was  daily  more  or  less  of  a fluctua- 
tion of  water  in  it.  During  the  dry  tract  between 
the  floods  no  fish  had  run,  and  in  consequence  the 
mass  of  the  fish  well  inland  where  I was  fishiim 
hid  got  off  colour  a good  deal,  become  pretty 
much  potted,  and  not  very  keen — so  I found 
them — to  make  tho  acquaintance  of  anything 
presented  to  them.  With  the  second  flooding 
having  as  it  were  begun  but  yesterday  no  fresh 


run  fish  hud  yet  had  time  to  get  forward  ho  far; 
therefore  with  fish,  and  solely  with  fish  that  for 
weeks  on  end  in  the  steadied  and  low  water  had 
persistently  been  tried  for  with  every  imaginable 
lure  it  can  readily  be  understood  that  our  chances 
of  sport  were  not  particularly  groat. 

My  friend,  who  has  a perfect  freedom  and  oom- 
! maud  of  the  salmon  rod  and  is  a most  nailing 
angler  to  boot,  had  just  worked  out  of  sight  round 
the  corner,  fishing  tho  second  pool  with  the  fly, 
i as  I bad  almost  finished  the  top  one.  I might 
have  varied  my  lure  a little  in  colour  and  size, 
and  put  a third  fly  over  the  water  already  fished, 
although  I confess  1 had  little  encouragement  to 
do  so,  or,  indeed,  to  continue  fly-fishing  any  more 
that  day,  since,  although  several  fish  had  shown 
in  a taking-like  way,  I had  not  had  one  offer  in 
twice  fishing  over  them — I might,  had  it  not 
been  that  a gentleman  fishing  from  the  other 
bank  came  walking  along  and  quite  coolly 
commenced  to  launch  out  his  fly  on  the  water  a 
couple  or  three  yards  in  front  of  mine.  This  wa 8 
too  fine  for  me,  on  a river  which  almost  every- 
where can  be  fished  with  the  fly  from  bank  to 
bank  with  perfect  ease  by  a very  moderate  per- 
former indeed.  To  avoid  “racing”  this  gentle- 
man I moved  away  down  river.  I had  handed 
my  fly-red  to  my  gillie,  and  taken  the  ‘spinner’ 
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The  Falls  and  Salmon  Pool. 

in  exchange,  on  purpose  to  have  a “ sling,”  as 
some  call  it,  of  the  Devon  if  I should  see  a fish 
rise  in  the  second  pool,  which  I knew  nothing 
but  the  fly  had  yet  been  put  over  for  the  day. 

Before  I had  gone  many  yards  I observed  a 
nice  head  and  tail  rise  in  the  water  in  front  of 
me,  and  pretty  well  across.  In  a few  seconds  I 
was  over  the  spot  with  the  Devon,  but  do  all  I 
knew,  spinning  slow  or  spinning  fast,  I could  get 
no  response. 

A few  yards  farther  down  was  a most  tempt- 
ing little  flat  which  so  took  my  eye  that  I hesi- 
tated not  to  have  a “ swim  ” through  it.  Here  at 
the  third  or  fourth  cast  I got  hold  of  a fish — 
one  of  the  jiggering  sort — which  played  very 
curiously.  i soon  had  a sight  of  him,  and 
guessed  him  to  be  not  more  than  an  eight  or  nine- 
pounder.  He  should  get  snuff — have  it  hot,  and 
I put  a great  strain  upon  him.  However,  he  was 
obstinate,  and  did  not  cave  in  so  quickly  as  I 
thought  he  would.  He  bored  and  rolled  about  a 
good  deal,  but  in  six  or  seven  minutes  was  brought 
in  about  to  tho  bank,  and  my  friend,  who  had 
come  up  to  see  tho  finish,  prepared  to  gaff  him. 
However,  this  was  not  to  bo — in  another  moment 
tho  fish  was  gone.  The  gaff  was  just  about  to  be 
driven  homo  when  the  hold  gave  way,  and  my 
expected  prize  was  lost.  Imitation  ibis  said  is 
the  sincerest  flattery.  On  taking  a glance  up 


river  a second  or  two  after  I had  hooked  the 
aforesaid  fish,  I saw  tho  gentleman  on  the  other 
bank  put  down  his  fly  rod,  take  up  his  “spinner,” 
and  commence  to  “ saw  ” away  with  great  vigour. 

Tho  next  salmon  pool  was  to  my  mind  a perfect 
model — a beautiful  stream  at  a wooded  bend, 
merging  into  a long  curling  flat.  But  unfortu- 
nately for  us  the  bit  of  it  that  looked  most  likely 
was  occupied  by  a gentleman  fishing  the  fly  from 
the  other  bank.  Clearly  it  would  not  be  courteous 
to  begin  just  behind  him,  nor  would  it  be  so  to 
(•tart  fishing  twenty  yards  in  front  of  him  on 
this  narrow  stream,  between  which  points  seemed 
all  the  best  water.  So,  directed  by  my  friend,  I 
commenced  about  a hundred  yards  lower  down. 
I had  now  put  on  the  quill  minnow,  having  given 
up  the  Devon  for  the  reason  that  I thought  the 
fish  were  not  on  for  it,  and  because  I believed 
that  the  one  I had  lost  had  not  taken  it,  but  had 
been  taken  by  it,  as,  when  examining  it  to  see 
what  had  gone  wrong,  I found  a fish  scale  on  the 
point  of  one  of  the  hooks. 

While  much  regretting  that  I had  to  miss  the 
lovely  piece  of  water  above,  I commenced  on  the 
flat  not  without  hope,  spinning  the  “quill  ” well 
down  and  across  stream — right  to  the  other  bank. 
On  nice  shingle  I got  a yard  or  two  into  the 
water,  and  this,  along  with  a fine  “ draw  ” in  the 
stream,  made  slow  spinning,  with  the  up 
draw,  work  admirably.  In  a few  minutes 
I had  hold  of  a fish — a 12-pounder,  a good 
bit  red — with  which  I made  short  work. 
I spent  half  an  hour  longer  on  this  flat, 
fishing  down  it  a couple  of  hundred  yards 
farther,  but  felt  nothing  and  saw  nothing. 

Salmon  angling  is  pretty  much  a matter 
of  luck.  At  the  next  pool  I killed  another 
fish.  It  was  my  luck.  My  friend,  who  is 
a better  fisher,  had  not  yet  touched  any- 
thing, nor  did  he  all  day.  Up  to  this  time 
I had  refrained  from  “ putting  my  best  foot 
foremost.”  I had  kept  the  natural  bait  in 
reserve.  Being  now  nearly  two  o’clock,  I 
thought  it  high  time  to  begin  the  gudgeon 
and  natural  minnow,  the  “simply  irre- 
sistible ” baits  as  some  believe  them  to  be. 
I little  recked  when  putting  on  my  first 
fine  fat  gudgeon  that  all  my  sport  for  the 
day  was  already  past,  yet  so  it  turned 
out  to  be. 

From  this  point  my  friend  returned  to 
fish  the  water  above,  and  especially  the 
fine  piece  that  we  had  been  obliged  to 
pass,  while  I proceeded  down  river  to  fish 
the  remaining  pools  and  casts. 

In  the  first  little  flat  I saw  a big  salmon 
rise,  perhaps  a 20-pounder — the  largest  I 
noticed  during  the  day — and  putting  the 
gudgeon  over  him  I got  a slight  “ rug,” 
but  this  may  have  been  from  a lank, 
greedy,  big  treut.  The  succeeding  few 
pools  I fished  without  even  seeing  a fish 
move,  or  yet  getting  a touch  from  any- 
thing, and  now  at  last  I had  reached 
the  grandest  pool  of  the  whole  fishery, 
where  surely  something  ought  to  be 
But,  no,  no!  it  was  not  the  least  use. 
were  leaping,  splashing,  and  rolling  about 
everywhere  and  every  minute,  but  not  a one 
■would  take.  I tried  the  fly  hard,  then  the  minnow, 
then  the  Devon,  then  tho  quill,  and  last  of  all  the 
glittering  gudgeon — all  without  avail.  Just  as  I 
was  finishing  off,  the  wind  increased  to  a gale, 
and  the  sun  at  setting  showed  his  face  for  the 
first  time  during  the  day — a ball  of  fire  behind 
the  autumn-tinted  western  woods. 


SCRIBNER’S  MAGAZINE.”  * 

It  is  scarcely  deniable  that  “ Scribner’s  Maga- 
zine” has  no  formidable  rival  as  a high  class 
monthly  for  educated  families,  whether  for 
literature  or  pictorial  art.  Every  household  will 
enhance  its  useful  and  entertaining  table- 
treasures  and  act  wisely  and  well  by  taking  the 
new  year’s  issue  [i.e.,  those  who  have  not 
hitherto  subscribed].  The  Christmas  Number 
just  issued  is  rich  in  pictorial  art,  containing 
some  five-and-twenty  full-page  pictures  and  a 
host  of  minor  ones  by  first-class  artists.  Tho 
literature,  too,  has  scarcely  a significant  rival. 
Few  people  who  have  once  taken  “Scribner's 
Magazine”  care  to  abandon  it;  it  becomes  a 
valuable  part  of  a family  library. 

# Scribners  Sons,  New  York  ; and  Sampson  Low, 
Marston,  and  Co.  Ltd.,  London. 


December  22,  1894] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


611 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  AND  TROUT. 
WHAT  ARE  THEY? 

(A  Lecture  Delivered  before  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  on  Dec.  3,  by  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
M.B.,  M.R.C.S.) 

Errata. — The  concluding  lines  on  page  577  last  weok 
Bhonld  have  read,  “ These  fish  were  bred  from,  and 
their  ova  hatched  ont  on  Feb.  27,  1885.” 

(Continued  from  page  577.) 


“ Osmerus  eperlanus.  Specimens  c-d,  young 
Firth  of  Forth  Spec.  v.  Coasts  of  Gestrickland, 
Sweden.  Specimens  m.  and  r.,  Lake  Wenern. 
(Brit.  Mus.  Catal.,  p.  167.) 

Notice  that  Giinther  places  8.  hardinii  next  to 
8.  salar,  and  8.  venernensis  as  a nearly  allied 
species  to  8.  trutta,  both  salmon  and  sea  trout 
being  migratory  forms  and  the  others  non- 
migratory.  What  think  you  of  these  arguments 
for  and  against  ? 


and  brown  trout,  the  one  from  the  other.  T said 
in  the  beginning  of  my  paper  that  I should  not 
make  assertions  without  laying  before  you  the 
facts  on  which  they  were  based.  Accordingly,  I 
will  give  you  my  data. 

I examined  three  spirit  preparations  in  the 
British  Museum : 

“ S.  salar,  spec.  i-u.  Young  from  the  River 
Lynn.  Presented  by  Dr.  Julius  Pollock.” 

“ 8.  trutta,  spec.  o'-p'.  Young  from  R. 


Fig.  6. 


Now,  have  we  any  reason  to  think  that  this 
change  has  taken  place  in  nature  ? I will  not  say 
yes  or  no.  I will  state  one  or  two  facts  and 
opinions,  and  leave  the  matter  to  you.  Large 
forms  of  the  Salmonidx  inhabit  certain  lakes  in 
Scandinavia,  which  are  cut  off  from  the  sea  by 
natural  barriers.  These  fish  are  (and  have  been 
for  years)  held  by  the  majority  of  Scandinavian 
authorities  to  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  salmon 
( S . salar).  I need  only  mention  the  names  of 
Malmgren  and  Widegren.  Hetting  also,  the 
late  superintendent  of  Norwegian  Fisheries, 
wrote : “ That  the  common  salmon  lives  in  lake 
Wenern,”  and  again,  “ every  year  it  migrates  from 
the  lake  to  Klazn-elv,  similar  to  the  sea  sal- 
mon, which  at  the  same  period  quits  the  ocean  to 
ascend  fresh  waters.”  (Day,  Brit.  Salm.,  footnote, 
p.  104.) 

Gunther  stated  in  1880  (“  Study  of  Fishes,” 
pp.  369,  340) : “ The  question  of  whether  any  of 
the  migratory  species  of  Salmonidx  can  be 
retained  in  fresh  water,  and  finally  accommodate 
themselves  to  a permanent  sojourn  therein,  must 
be  negatived  for  the  present.” 

He  has  described  two  forms  of  Salmo  from 
Lake  Wenera,  viz.  : S.  hardinii  and  8.  venernensis. 
He  states  that  the  latter  is  distinguished  from 
S.  trutta  by  a stronger  maxillary,  smaller  eye, 
more  deeply  emarginate  caudal  fin,  higher  body, 
&c.,  features  which  can  be  accounted  for  by 
changes  of  environment. 

Now  as  to  8.  hardinii  (Catal.  p.  107). 

“ 8.  hardinii  : 

“D.  15.  A.  12.  P.14.  Y.  9-10.  Lat.  line,  122. 
Lat.  Trans.  22-30.”  (Pyl  cxc.  not  given.) 

“The  depth  of  the  head  at  the  occiput  equals 
the  length  of  its  post-orbital  portion;  the 
posterior  point  of  junction  of  operculum  and 
sub-operculum  is  a little  nearer  to  the  lower 
anterior  angle  of  the  sub-operculum  than  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  gill  opening. 

“ Prmoperculum,  with  a very  distinct  inferior 
limb,  which  is  more  than  half  as  long  as  the 
posterior.  Snout  rather  pointed ; maxillary 
longer  than  the  snout,  strong,  extending  to_  below 
the  posterior  margin  of  the  orbit  (in  specimens, 
23in.  long).  The  head  of  the  vomer  is  toothless, 
subpentagonal,  longitudinally  elongate,  the  body 
of  the  bone  with  a sharp  longitudinal  ridge, 
which  bears  some  erect  teeth  in  a single  series. 
Caudal  fin  deeply  emarginate  in  a specimen  23in. 
long,  the  length  of  one  of  the  middle  rays  is  two- 
fifths  of  that  of  the  largest.  There  are  thirteen 
scales  in  a transverse  series,  running  from  behind 
the  adipose  fin  obliquely  forwards  to  the  lateral 
line.  Sides  and  belly  bright  silvery,  back  greenish, 
some  scattered  black  spots  on  the  head,  body,  and 
dorsal  fin.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  a 
very  distinct  species.  The  shape  of  the  vomer 
and  the  forked  caudal  fin  indicate  its  affinity  to 
S.  salar,  but  this  species  has  considerably  larger 
scales  on  the  tail ; moreover,  8.  hardinii  never 
enters  the  sea,  being  found  in  Lake  Wenern, 
into  which  no  marine  fish  can  ascend  in  conse- 
quence of  intervening  cataracts.” 

This,  in  my  opinion,  is  begging  the  question, 
especially  as  another  interesting  migratory 
salmonoid,  Osmerus  eperlanus,  the  smelt  (a  salt- 
water fish  living  some  months  in  fresh-water), 
is  also  * found  land-locked  in  Lake  Wenern. 

But  let  me  quote  again  from  the  beginning  of 
this  argument. 

“ We  have  no  evidence  whatever  that  a 
migratory  species  has  ever  been  changed  into  a 
non-migratory  one.” 

“ The  question  of  whether  any  of  the  migratory 
species  of  Salmonidx  can  be  retained  in  fresh 
water,  and  finally  accommodate  themselves  to  a 
permanent  sojourn  therein,  must  be  negatived  for 
the  present.” 

♦Seeley,  “ Freshwater  Fishes  of  Europe,”  pages  334, 
335.  Giinther,  Brit.  Museum  Catal,  O.  eperlanus,  spec. 
m.  and  r. 


I may  say  that  Gunther  does  not  state  the 
number  of  caecal  appendages  in  S.  hardinii,  but 
Day  gives  them  as  fifty-five  in  two  specimens 
(male  and  female,  respectively  _31in.  and  32'5in. 
long)  from  Lake  Wenern,  which  he  examined. 
An  objection  arises.  If  salmon  can  be  land- 
locked, why  do  we  not  more  often  find  them  so  ? 

I will  venture  an  answer.  Because  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  find  a land-locked  environment 
where  the  fish  do  not  degenerate  in  course  of 
time  into  what  are  commonly  called  tiout ; but  in 
this  case  the  lake  is  so  extensive,  about  eighty- 
five  miles  by  fifty,  as  in  many  respects  to  resemble 
the  sea,  and,  moreover,  it  swarms  with  all  sorts 
of  fish  life,  containing  coarse  fish,  and  shoals  of 
smelts  and  fresh-water  herring  ( Coregoni ),  which 
help  to  keep  up  an  abundant  food  supply.  Please 
excuse  this  little  bit  of  theory. 

I will  now  mention  another  situation  in  which 
8.  salar  is  said  to  be  land-locked,  viz.,  some  large 
lakes  and  the  head  waters  of  some  American 
rivers.  _ . . 

I cannot  give  the  scientific  description  of  these 
fish  as  I cannot  find  that  such  a thing  exists. 

Professor  Browne  Goode,  U.S.  Fishery  Com- 
missioner and  Chief  Superintendent  Fish  Depart- 
ment, United  States  Museum,  stated  in  the  dis- 
cussion on  Sir  J.  Maitland’s  paper  at  the  Inter- 
national Fisheries  Conference : “ It  was  un- 

doubtedly the  same  race  as  * S.  salar.  In  some 
instances  it  had  become  land-locked  by  the  erec- 
tion of  dams  within  the  memory  of  man.  . . . 

In  other  instances,  again,  it  was  not  land-locked 
by  any  artificial  obstructions,  but  remained  with- 
out any  obstacle  to  its  visiting  the  sea  save  the 
great  distance  it  would  have  to  travel. 

C.  Wilmot,  Esq.  (Canadian  Fisheries  Commis- 
sioner), stated  : “ His  impression  was  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  a land-locked  salmon  scien- 
tifically or  naturally.  It  was  the  true  S.  salar, 
which  had  a different  coat  and  a different  shape 

from  the  water  it  lived  in.” 

Notice  that  all  these  fish  show  some  signs  of 
checked  development. 

In  the  Tasmanian  specimen  the  maxilla,  the 
praaoperculum,  and  the  number  of  caical  ap- 
pendages are  all  those  of  the  brown  trout. 

In  Murie’s  specimens  of  Rhine  salmon  the 
number  of  crecal  appendages  are  reduced  to 
48-50,  and  the  specimens  retained  their  parr 
bands. 

In  the  Lake  Wenern  salmon  the  scales  are 
slightly  smaller,  and  the  caical  appendages  are 
reduced  in  number. 

This  subject  will  be  specially  taken  up  in 
another  portion  of  the  paper,  but  I think  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  impress  it  upon  you  in  this 
immediate  connection. 

Gentlemen,  before  proceeding  further,  I am 
going  to  make  a statement.  It  is  impossible  to 
tell  structurally  the  parr  of  the  salmon,  sea  trout, 

* In  his  standard  work  he  describes  this  fish  under  the 
heading  of  S.  salar. 


Minho.  Presented  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tait* 
82/1/16.” 

And  “ S.  fario  var.  ausonii.  Young  from  R. 
Itchen.  Presented  by  — Cox,  Esq.” 

All  these  were  from  4|in.  to  6in.  long.  I 
examined  their  scale  numeration,  and  have  made 


a table  of  results . 
S.  Salar. 

S.  Trutta. 

S.  Fario. 

Dors.  Adip. 

Dors.  Adip. 

Dors.  Adip. 

to  lat.  to  lat. 

to  lat.  to  lat. 

to  lat.  to  lat. 

line.  lino. 

lino.  line. 

line.  line. 

(a)  22 

11  

...  25 

11  .... 

21 

10 

( b ) 21 

12  

...  26? 

12  .... 

23 

12 

(c  2L 

10  

...  — — .... 

23 

11 

Again,  Dr.  Giinther  gives  a method  of  distin- 
guishing by  the  parr  marks. 


S.  salmo  : 

“ The  young  with  about  eleven  dusky  cro3S 
bars.”  (Catal.,  page  13.) 

S.  trutta  : 

“Young  with  nine  or  ten  dusky  cross  bars.- 
(Catal.,  page  25.) 

S-  fario  : 

“ The  migratory  trout  have  two  (and  even 
three)  more  than  the  river  trout.”  (“  Study  of 
Fishes,”  p.  631.) 

These  are  the  numbers  on  the  preceding 
specimens  : 

S.  Salar.  S.  Fario.  S.  Trutta. 


As  to  any  further  method  of  differentiation,  they 
all  seem  to  me  to  be  open  to  graver  errors. 
Yarrell  says : “ Experimenters,  believing  that  they 
had  marked  young  parr  only,  have  been  surprised 
to  find  some  of  their  marked  fish  return  as  grilse, 
young  bull-trout,  or  whitling,  salmon  trout,  river 
trout,  and  true  parr.”  (“  Yarrell’s  History  of 
British  Fishes,”  (1836),  vol.  1,  p.  15.) 

That  the  parr  bands  are  not  constant,  as 

stated,  is  very  easily  proved. 

I give  the  numbers  from  Shaw’s  figures  on 
Plate  XXII.,  Roy.  Soc. Trans.  Edin.  vol.  xiv* 

Fig.  3.  Parr,  two  months  old,  12  parr  bands. 

Fig.  4.  Parr,  four  months  old,  14  parr  bands. 

Fig.  5.  Parr,  Bix  months  old,  13  parr  bands. 

Fig.  6.  Parr,  twelve  months  old,  7 parr  bands. 

Fig.  7.  Parr,  eighteen  months  old,  9 parr  bands. 

In  descriptions  of  young  of  migratory  and 
non-migratory  Salmonidx  no  two  authorities 
agree,  and  none  can  agree,  as  to  which  of  the 
young  was  taken  for  the  adult  parr. 

Giinther  describes  the  S.salmulus  of  Willoughby 
as  the  young  of  8.  cambricus,  and  the  8.  salmuhis 
of  Ray  as  young  salmon,  and  also  says  that 
the  Historia  Piscium  is  clearly  their  joint 
production,  yet  the  descriptions  are  identical. 

♦ The  specimens  are  in  the  TJnivorsity  Museum,  Edin- 
burgh. 
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Shaw  failed  to  distinguish  the  young  of  sea 
trout  and  brown  trout  from  one  * another,  and  the 
salmon  from  them  except  by  shape.  This  shape 
I’arnell  uses  as  tho  most  effective  manner  of 
tolling  parr  from  smolt. 

I will  road  you  I’arnoll’s  scientific  account  of 
1 bo  specific  distinctions  between  parr  and  smolt 
(i.e , parr  after  assuming  their  migratory  dress), 
and  compare  it,  if  you  pleaso,  with  tho  modern 
methods  of  distinguishing  migratory  and  non- 
migratory  Salmonidie. 

“If  wo  comparo  a young  salmon  of  eight  inches 
in  length  with  a par  of  C(|ual  size,  both  taken 
from  the  same  river  in  the  month  of  May,  we 
shall  find  them  to  differ  in  tho  following  respects: 
The  form  of  the  salmon  is  long  and  narrow,  the 
snout  pointed,  the  caudal  fin  acutely  forked. 
The  body  of  the  par  is  thick  and  clumsy,  tho 
snout  broad  and  blunt,  and  the  caudal  fin  much 
less  forked.  Tho  opercle  of  the  salmon  is  beauti- 
fully rounded  at  its  posterior  margin,  with  tho 
dorsal  line  of  union  with  the  suboperculum  much 
curved  ; in  the  par  this  part  is  rather  produced, 
with  the  line  of  union  nearly  straight.  In  tho 
salmon  the  maxillary  is  short  and  narrow  ; in 
the  par  it  is  longer  and  broader,  particularly  at 
the  posterior  free  extremity.  The  teeth  of  the 
salmon  are  long  and  fine,  when  recent  easily 
bent ; those  of  the 
par  are  shorter  and 
stouter,  and  resist 
much  greater  pres- 
sure. In  the  salmon 
the  pectoral  fin  is 
short,  not  quite  one- 
seventh  part  the 
length  of  the  fish, 
with  the  fourth  ray 
the  longest ; the  same 
fin  in  the  par  is  very 
long,  not  quite  one- 
sixth  part  the  length 
of  the  whole  fish,  with 
the  fifth  ray  longest, 
giving  a form  to  the 
fish  totally  different 
to  that  of  the  sal  mon.” 

(“Fishes  of  the  Forth” 

(1838),  p.  298.) 

Parnell  followed 
Ray  in  classing  the 
parr  as  a separate 
species,  S.  salmulus. 

What  does  this 
prove  ? Three  points  : 

1st.  That  the  best 
of  naturalists  are  not 
infallible. 

2nd.  That  the  only 
method  of  determin- 
ing species  is  by 
studying  not  only 
structure  but  life 
history. 

3rd.  The  remark- 
able way  in  which  the 

brown  trout  resembles  the  salmon  parr  checked 
in  its  development. 

(To  be  continued.) 


“ 1 may  say,  by  way  of  a few  details,  as  you 
seem  to  wish  them,  that  I caught  them  in  two 
hours’ fishing,  in  the  Wycombe  stream,  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  June  13.  They  were  both  taken 
with  an  Alexandra  fly.  I caught  the  51b.  6oz.  fish 
first,  and  immediately  after  landing  it  I saw  the 
other  larger  one  move  a few  yards  lower  down, 
and  about  the  second  cast  I was  in  him.  I had  a 
fairly  stout  gut  cast  on,  as  I knew  I might  pos- 
sibly meet  with  a ‘ big  'un'  so  was  able  to  apply 
pressure. 

“There  was,  just  above,  a big  pole  across  the 
stream,  and  heavy  weeds  with  weedrack  a few 
yards  below,  so  that  I had  to  keep  him  in  tho 
tolerably  clear  bit  of  water  between.  This  I 
managed  to  do,  and  without  showing  a great 
amount  of  dash  he  kept  on  boring  about  round 
and  round,  but  it  was  some  time  before  I could 
get  his  head  up  and  bring  him  fairly  into  the 
net. 

“ I told  my  man  to  kneel  down  by  the  side  with 
the  net  in  the  water,  and  not  to  move,  but  to 
wait  till  I got  his  head  and  shoulders  over  it.  I 
told  him  not  to  mind  about  the  tail.  If  the  head 
and  shoulders  were  well  in  the  net  I knew  the 
tail  would  follow.  My  net,  though  fairly  large, 
was  hardly  up  to  fish  of  this  size.  I did  not  think 
he  was  so  big.  When  I first  hooked  him  I said 


UNREAL  GHOSTS. 


Mr. 


Thurlow  s Brace  op  big  Wycombe  Trout. 


MR.  THURLOW’S  BRACE  OF  TROUT. 

The  accompanying  illustration,  taken  from  a 
photograph,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  handsome 
case  which  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of  Radnor- 
street,  St.  Luke’s,  have  made  of  these  two  beautiful 
W y combe  Trout.  The  following  particulars  of 
their  capture,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  August  18  last,  may  not  be  uninterest- 
ing : — 

“ R.  B.  Marston,  Esq  , 

Dear  Sin, — I am  much  obliged  for  your  letter. 
I wrote  as  you  suggested  to  Messrs.  Farlow  as  to 
whether  they  would  be  willing  to  exhibit  my  case 
of  trout  in  their  window,  and  they  say  they  would 
be  very  pleased  to  do  so.  I have  therefore  asked 
Cooper’s  to  send  them  there  first,  instead  of  for- 
warding them  down  to  me.  I find,  however,  it 
will  be  almost  another  fortnight  before  they  are 
quite  ready.  I shall  let  them  remain  two  or  three 
weeks  at  Farlow’s,  so  you  will  have,  no  doubt,  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  them,  and  taking  tho 
respective  longths  and  weights. 

Roy,  Hoc.  Trans.  Kdin.  1839,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  561. 


to  my  son,  ‘he  is  about  31b.,’  but  I gradually  got 
up  to  ‘ 41b.  or  51b.’ 

“ When  the  man  turned  him  out  on  the  grass, 
he  exclaimed,  ‘ What  a fish ! ’ but  both  of  us 
underset  them.  We  put  them  at  101b.  the  brace, 
and  were  perfectly  astonished  when  weighing 
them  at  a butcher’s  shop  on  our  way  home  to  find 
that  they  went  1211b.— viz  , 71b.  2oz.  and  51b.  6oz. 

“ This  may,  I think,  be  almost  regarded  as  an 
angling  record.  I mean  to  have  them  photo’d 
when  I get  them  home,  and  I will  take  care  to 
forward  you  one. 

“ I am  afraid  I am  getting  tedious,  but  as  you 
wished  for  some  particulars  I have  tried  to  oblige 
ycu. — I am,  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

“ J.  Thurlow. 

“P.S.— I may  add  that  the  larger  fish  of  the 
two  (71b.  2oz.)  wins  me  the  guinea  prize  offered 
by  Answers  for  the  heaviest  trout  killed  with 
fly  last  season.” 

MR.  MURTON'S  CATALOGUE. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Henry  A.  Murton, 
of  109,  Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  a hand- 
some catalogue  of  anglers’  requisites,  consisting 
of  nearly  150  pages,  beautifully  illustrated,  a 
copy  of  which  may  bo  had  on  remitting  3d.  in 
stamps  to  cover  postage.  A full  notice  will 
appeal-  in  our  next  issue. 


It  is  not  often  that  fishing  and  ghosts  arc  in 
any  way  connected,  but  in  turning  over  the 
tackle-box  I came  across  an  old  fly  with  brown 
owl  feather  for  wings ; as  the  getting  of  the 
bird  from  which  I took  the  feathers  introduced 
me  to  the  only  ghost  I’ve  met,  and  the  scene 
is  still  fresh  to  memory,  I have  tried  to  put  it 
on  paper,  as  over  it  since  I’ve  had  many  a 
laugh.  About  ’76  or  ’77  I was  in  Ireland,  by  the 
side  of  a splendid  salmon  and  trout  river,  and 
being  in  want  of  some  night  flies  I thought  I 
would  get  some  feathers  and  tie  some  for  myself. 
About  a mile  from  me,  by  the  side  of  the  river, 
stood  the  ivy-covered  ruins  of  an  old  abbey,  one 
of  the  many  to  be  seen  there,  the  knocking  to 
pieces  of  which  are  attributed  to  Cromwell  and 
liis  Ironsides.  Of  course,  it  was  haunted,  and 
no  single  one  of  the  natives  would  go  near  it  after 
dark.  Owls  and  jackdaws  had  full  possession 
— least,  not  always,  for  on  its  highest  tower  I 
once  found  a wild  duck’s  nest  withyoung  ones  in  it, 
but  how  she  got  them  down  I cannot  say,  but  she 
did,  and  three  or  four  were  caught  in  the  inclosed 
space  round  the  abbey ; the  natives  told  me  she 
brought  them  down  on  her  back.  Of  course,  this 
was  the  place  to  get  my  feathers.  So  one  night, 

armed  with  a breech- 
loading  air  rifle  (made 
not  far  from  Oxford- 
circus),  off  I went,  but 
could  not  get  a mate ; 
as  I knew  every  stone 
and  nook  of  the  place, 
and  the  moon  shining 
bright,  it  did  not 
trouble  me.  I had 
been  round  the  place 
two  or  three  times, 
when,  in  passing  a 
long,  dark  passage 
that  led  to  the  kitchen 
(the  only  apartment 
left  entire),  I saw,  as  I 
thought,  a figure  in 
white  take  a step  to- 
wards me,  stop,  and 
then  one  step  back. 
I am  not  nervous, 
but  still  I will  own 
to  being  in  a bit  of  a 
funk.  So,  after  a 
slight  pause,  I chal- 
lenged, and,  of  course, 
got  no  answer  (did 
you  ever  know  a ghost 
talkp).  As  the  passage 
was  all  dark  except 
this  one  spot,  the 
wind  sighing  and 
moaning  round,  you 
won’t  be  surprised  if 
I ewa  to  being  by 
this  time  in  a sweat. 

I advanced  after  a 
the  passage  to  try  and  fathom  it, 

I got  many  steps  down  it  I met 
come  for — an  owl — but  his  eyes 


time  down 
but  before 
what  I had 

in  the  dark  scared  me  a bit,  and  I beat  a hasty 
retreat.  I then  mustered  enough  courage  to 
have  a shot  at  it,  and  as  that  made  no  impression, 
and  1 heard  the  bullet  ping  on  the  stones  behind, 
I advanced  to  feel  it,  tripped,  and  fell  into  the 
kitchen  behind  (if  any  one  had  caught  hold  of  me 
then  I should  have  been  frightened).  When  I 
got  up  the  figure  was  still  there,  but  I could  see 
through  it,  and  didn’t  I make  the  old  ruins  ring 
with  laughter.  Higher  up  was  an  arched  window, 
one  side  blocked  with  stones;  through  it  tho 
moon  was  looking  at  me,  the  branch  of  a tree 
waving  in  the  wind  shortened  and  lengthened  the 
shadow,  and  that  was  the  secret  of  the  Abbey 
ghost. 

The  next  night,  on  the  promise  of  a treat,  I 
persuaded  two  of  the  stable  lads  to  accompany 
rne  to  the  spot.  Just  before  reaching  the 
abbey  I took  a good  grip  of  an  arm  of  each. 
When  we  got  to  tho  passage,  I looked  down. 
There  was  the  ghost,  but  I never  told  them  what 
it  was,  for  I was  on  my  back  among  the  stones 
and  they  wore  gone,  and  I saw  noithor  till  next 
morning,  and  to  mention  the  abbey  after  that  was 
enough  to  get  a blessing.  So  I’ve  novor  divulged 
till  now.  W.  C.  B. 


December  22,  1894] 


THE  LATE  MR.  FRANCIS  FRANCIS. 


Francis  Francis  was  an  “all-round”  angler, 
and  as  keen  and  careful  in  pursuit  of  the  humble 
roach  as  in  all  the  other  branches  of  angling. 
He  used  a Nottingham  rod  and  line  in  preference, 
as  there  were  large  bream  as  well  as  large  roach 
in  the  stream,  single  hair  next  the  hook,  and  for 
bait  pearl  barley.  The  River  Crane,  a branch  of 
the  Colne,  runs  through  a meadow  at  the  back  of 
The  Firs,  at  Twickenham,  in  which  house  he  died 
in  1886.  From  his  “ Sporting  Sketches  ” we 
extract  his  own  description  of  his  favourite 
roach  swim. 

“ I have  as  fine  roaching,  &c.,  as  there  is  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  when  the  fish  are  in 
the  humour,  not  200  yards  from  my  back  door,* 
and  I am  proud  to  give  you  some  idea  of  it.  . . 

The  pool  is  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards  long,  and 
for  a considerable  part  of  its  course  runs  between 
6ft.  and  7ft.  in  depth;  beside  and  above  us  is  a 
fine  old  upright  pollard,  which  in  the  summer 
makes  grateful  shade  over  the  stream.  Opposite 
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much  of  our  pre-eminence  as  a nation  is  due  to 
the  amount  of  time  given  by  the  busiest  brains  to 
one  or  the  other  of  our  numberless  out- door 
hobbies.  And  thus  it  is  the  Americans  have 
become  almost  as  good  football  players  as  our- 
selves, and  that  the  French  are  taking  so  keenly 
to  lawn  tennis,  bicycling,  and  almost  every  one 
of  our  sports  except  cricket.  Only  the  other  day, 
I witnessed  with  mingled  feelings  the  defeat  of 
our  Civil  Service  Rugby  Football  Team  by  a 
French  club  at  Courbevoie,  near  Paris. 

When  we  come  to  talk  of  angling,  we  find  the 
French  have  not  so  much  to  learn  from  us  as  in 
other  open-air  pastimes.  For  hundreds  of  years 
fishing,  and  especially  coarse  fishing,  has  been 
one  of  the  most  popular  amusements  in  France. 

I imagine  that  proportionately  there  are  quite 
as  many  anglers  in  Paris  as  in  London.  Fly 
fishing,  however,  is  a branch  of  the  sport  not  very 
popular  as  yet  with  our  French  friends,  though 
there  are  plenty  of  them  who  can  throw  a fly, 
aye,  even  a dry-fly,  with  the  best  of  us. 

Their  flies,  their  rods,  their  lines,  and  their  reels 


013 


weight  only  15oz.,  its  cost  exactly  6s.  8d.  It  is 
innocent  of  any  reel  or  rings.  It  is  beautifully 
finished,  and  is  made  of  a white-looking  wood 
known  as  Roseau,  or  Spanish  reed,  which  grows 
in  the  South  of  France.  A light  silk  line  is 
attached  in  an  original  manrer  to  the  top  joint, 
and  a 14  crystal  roach  hook  is  used  on  a single 
hair.  I am  assured  that  even  the  finest  gut  is 
seldom  used  for  roach  fishing  in  France.  The 
float  of  a good  French  roach  fisher  is  an  ordinary 
goose  or  pelican  quill.  To  tempt  our  bright-eyed 
friend  who,  by-the-way,  is  known  as  the  gardon 
in  French,  the  favourite  bait  is  very  small  blood- 
worms. Boiled  wheat  or  paste  are  not  unpopular, 
and  the  merry  gentle,  or  asticot,  as  he  is  called 
over  there,  has  many  a warm  advocate.  A very 
favourite  kind  of  bait  for  roach  fishmg  is  dried 
blood,  which  is  sold  in  tins  costing  about  Is.  3d. 
In  appearance,  this  dried  blood  resembles  small 
black  coal  dust.  Soaked  in  water,  it  immediately 
resolves  itself  into  an  unpleasantly  realistic 
crimson  fluid,  and  is  then  mixed  with  clay,  bread, 
bran,  or  whatever  may  be  the  ground  bait  used. 


The  Late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  (for  many  years  Angling-  Editor  of  the  Field)  Roach  Fishing  on  the  Crane  at  Twickenham. 

(From  a Sketch  from  Life  in  1878  by  A.  W.  Cooper.) 


to  us  is  another  pollard  stump  that  overhangs 
the  stream,  under  which  the  greatest  depth  is. 
It  is  my  bathing  hole  in  the  summer,  and  I share 
my  cooler  with  the  water  rats  and  moorhens. 
The  opposite  bank  for  several  yards  being  hollow, 
and  running  into  caverns  6ft.  or  8ft.  in  depth,  is 
a splendid  and  safe  harbour  for  the  fish.  . . .” 


HOW  THEY  FISH  IN  FRANCE. 


Bi  Alfred  0.  Harms  worth, 

Author  of  “ In  the  Land  of  Big  Fish.” 

I. 

The  stay-at-home  Englishman  is  very  often 
apt  to  regard  foreign  sportsmen  with  a good  deal 
of  disdain,  and  doubtless  our  own  prosperous 
little  land  is  above  all  others  the  best  in  the  world 
for  all  round  out-door  recreation. 

But  the  great  spread  of  British  influence  and 
thought  has  of  late  years  taught  foreigners  that 

* At  The  Firs,  Twickenham. 


come  almost  exclusively  from  England,  so  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  said  about  them,  for  life 
and  the  patience  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  being  all  too  short,  I do  not  propose  to 
go  over  English  ground  in  this  paper,  but  to 
aeal  as  far  as  possible  with  kinds  of  fishing  that 
are  almost  peculiarly  French.  I will  therefore 
come  to  the  point  at  once  by  treating  of  their 
methods  of  capture  of  our  old  and  much-debated 
friend  the  roach. 

II. 

When  a Frenchman  goes  forth  to  catch  roach 
he  does  not  arm  himself  with  that  terrible,  and, 
I think,  most  inartistic,  engine  known  as  the 
roach  pole.  Yet  he  manages  to  kill  quite  as 
many  in  a day  as  you  or  I,  aud  I warrant  you  that 
his  good  wife  will  make  him  a far  -better  dish  of 
his  roach  than  even  your  model  helpmeet.  We 
may  or  may  not  be  able  to  beat  the  French  at 
catching  fresh-water  fish,  but  they  can  certainly 
lick  our  heads  off  at  cooking  them. 

I have  in  my  possession  a French  roach  rod. 
If  the  full  rod  be  used  its  length  is  21ft.  and  its 


From  its  enormous  popularity  in  France,  I should 
imagine  it  to  be  a most  effective  form  of  lure. 

Many  French  fishermen  agree  with  our  own 
experts  that  ground  bait  should  be  scattered  in 
the  quietest  manner  possible,  and  for  this  reason 
they  have  a curious  little  conical  tin  constructed. 
Filling  this  with  the  bait,  they  attach  it  to  the 
end  of  the  line  and  drop  it  gently  in  the  swim 
they  are  fishing.  The  tin  is  so  constructed  that 
as  soon  as  it  reaches  the  bottom  it  opens,  lets  out 
its  contents,  and  can  be  drawn  up  again.  I have 
one  of  these  in  my  possession  and  like  it. 

Thirty  or  forty  pounds  of  roach  a day  is  con- 
sidered a good  catch,  though  it  is  beaten  very 
often.  Most  of  the  fishing  in  France  takes  place 
from  boats,  and  having  caught  your  roach,  you 
put  them  in  a small  hand-net  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  place  the  fish  in  the  water  again  so  that 
they  may  be  kept  alive  as  long  as  possible.  In 
England  few  of  us  eat  coarse  fish,  simply  because 
we  do  not  know  how  to  cook  them.  It  should 
never  be  forgotten  that  one  of  a Frenchman’s 
main  objects  in  going  a-fishing  is  to  catch 
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something  for  tho  pot.  Among  the  upper  classes 
fishing  is  only  now  becoming  popular,  and  that 
but  slowly,  though,  thanks  to  tho  efforts  of  two 
young  Englishmen  in  Paris  (the  Messrs.  Wyors), 
1 have  little  doubt  bat  that  they  will  boas  suc- 
cessful in  inducing  wealthy  Erenchmon  to  fish  as 
have  been  our  bicycle  makers  in  causing  them  to 
regard  cycling  as  a suitable  occupation  for  their 
dignity.  Many  of  your  “ smart  ” Frenchmen  do 
not  like  to  be  seen  going  fishing,  and  for  this 
reason  walking-stick  rods  are  extremely  popular. 
At  home  wo  regard  walking-stick  rods  as  toys, 
but  in  France  they  are  excellently  made. 

Bream  and  roach  fishing  are  so  much  alike  that 
1 will  pay  nothing  of  the  silvery  and  log-like 
favourites  of  East  Anglian  fishermen,  beyond  the 
fact  that  very  good  catches  are  made,  especially 
at  Confians,  the  junction  of  the  Seine  and  Oise. 

III. 

Your  Frenchman  loves  chub,  and,  except  he 
fishes  for  them  with  a fly,  when  he  may  use  an 
English  fly  rod,  he  goes  to  work  with  the  same 
21ft.  rod  he  would  use  for  roach.  For  bait  he  is 
fond  of  cherries,  shrimps,  and  gruyere  cheese 
dipped  in  aniseed  oil,  bluebottles,  bumble  bees, 
and  grasshoppers.  One  finds  very  neat  boxes  for 
carrying  grasshoppers  in  France.  In  appearance 
they  resemble  an  oval  oil  can  with  a short  spout, 
from  which  the  grasshopper  is  poured.  A very 
popular  bait  for  chub,  and,  indeed,  for  other  fish, 
is  wool  or  worsted  wrapped  round  the  hook,  and 
dipped  in  congealed  bullock’s  blood.  When 
catching  chub  they  fish  very  fine,  and  this,  in  fact, 
may  be  said  of  most  kinds  of  French  angling. 

But  it  is  when  fishing  for  barbel  that  the 
Frenchman  feels  that  he  is  upon  his  native  heath. 
What  he  does  not  know  about  barbel  fishing  “ is 
not  worth  knowing,”  as  the  Americans  say. 

I remember  in  the  days  of  my  early  youth  a 
French  schoolmaster  setting  forth  to  catch  barbel 
with  what  looked  like  a large  penholder  and 
twenty  or  thirty  yards  of  string,  hard  by  one  of 
the  Thames  weirs.  People  thereabouts  regarded 
him  as  a sort  of  lunatic  in  the  morning,  but  when 
evening  came,  they  spoke  of  his  catch  in  a 
whispered  tone,  as  though  Waterloo  had  been  at 
length  avenged.  He  had  beaten  all  local  records. 

iy. 

There  are  many  ways  of  barbel  fishing  in 
France.  One  of  the  most  popular  is  the  use  of  a 
little  rod  know  as  a manche  d soutenir.  Mind 
you,  I do  not  pretend  to  say  this  is  sport,  but, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  barbel  catching,  and  many  will 
agree  with  me,  that  it  is  quite  as  much  a matter 
of  skill  as  killing  a roach  with  a long  stiff  pole 
and  a tight  line.  The  rod  is  curved,  and  only 
loin,  long,  the  handle  is  cork,  made  comfortably 
to  the  size  of  the  hand,  and  there  is  a brass  ring 
through  which  the  first  finger  can  be  passed  in 
order  to  get  a better  hold. 

Attached  to  the  end  of  this  curious  little  con- 
trivance is  a silk  line,  and  4in.  from  the  far  end 
they  put  a bullet.  The  hook  is  a 3 or  4 Limerick, 
upon  which  they  put  as  big  a bunch  of  gentles  as 
they  can.  Then  they  mix  a great  many  more 
gentles  in  a peculiar  and  very  sticky  clay  they 
have  in  France.  This  they  carefully  knead  and 
form  into  a ball,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  the 
bullet,  the  baited  hook  being  lightly  stuck  in  the 
outside  clay.  The  weapon  is  very  carefully 
dropped  in  8ft.  or  10ft.  of  water,  and  the  line 
held  tight.  If  things  go  well,  master  barbel  comes 
along,  and  with  that  inquisitive  nose  of  his, 
breaks  up  the  clay  in  search  of  the  gentles  and 
finally  swallows  the  hook.  With  a very  vigorous 
strike,  the  angler  has  him.  The  number  of  fish 
killed  in  this  way  is  astonishing.  The  method  is 
so  deadly  indeed,  that  a tax  of  twenty-five  francs 
a year  is  imposed  upon  all  those  who  use  this 
instrument  about  Paris.  Any  kind  of  ledgering 
is  indeed  taxed,  and  to  avoid  the  impost,  a kind 
of  dummy  float  is  used,  and  this  is  considered  a 
sufficient  excuse. 

I might  here  mention  that  trailing  with  spoon 
bait  is  also  illegal,  though  a great  deal  of  litiga- 
tion has  recently  taken  place,  which  is  considered 
to  have  resulted  in  favour  of  the  angler. 

Another  way  of  catching  barbel  is  with  a 
grelot.  A grelot  is  a bin.  thick  cane  rod  with  a 
spike  at  the  lower  end,  and  a top  some  3in.  long 
at  the  other.  On  tho  top  is  a small  circular  bell. 
The  spike  end  is  driven  into  tho  ground,  the 
angler  only  having  to  wait  until  the  bell  rings 
to  know  that  he  has  got  a fish.  Sometimes  a 


man  will  fish  with  a dozen  of  these  grelots.  1 
think  I have  seen  something  like  it  in  merry 
England,  but  we  call  it  a “ night  line,”  and  dis- 
pense with  the  bell.  When  fishing  with  the 
grelot  they  use,  as  a rule,  several  hooks,  and 
instead  of  a bullet  a piece  of  cork.  This  is 
surely  the  acme  of  laziness,  for  as  soon  as  the 
clay  is  washed  off,  the  cork  rises  to  the  top  and 
shows  that  the  line  requires  re-baiting.  It  is  not 
a bad  idea,  and  might  save  a good  deal  of  pro- 
fanity at  home. 

The  man  who  is  content  to  mark  down  his  trout 
and  try  for  him  in  the  teeth  of  a gale  in  a well- 
wooded  stream  with  a high  bank  on  each  side 
will,  I have  no  doubt,  regard  French  barbel  fishing 
very  much  as  he  does  the  humble  roach  catcher. 
Yet  doubtless  if  he  tried  the  sport  he  would  find, 
as  have  many  before  him,  that  there  is  something 
in  both  these  modest  pursuits. 

Perch  fishing  is  done  exactly  as  at  home,  with 
worms,  minnows,  and  gudgeons,  but  they  use  a 
larger  float  than  I have  usually  seen. 

Strange  to  say,  the  bleak  is  rather  popular. 
The  French  bleak  is  undoubtedly  the  same  silvery 
and  shimmery  little  creature  who  is  such  a 
nuisance  to  Thames  roach  fishermen,  the  only 
difference  being  his  name.  In  France  they  call 
him  an  ablette.  When  they  fish  for  bleak  they 
use  the  tiniest  little  floats  imaginable,  the  cork 
being  usually  only  |in.  long.  Very  often  indeed 
they  dispense  with  the  cork  and  use  only  a quill, 
which  looks  very  much  like  a needle.  The  hook 
is  the  smallest  that  can  be  got,  with  a piece  of 
blood  worm  or  gentle.  They  also  go  in  for  catch- 
ing bleak  with  a Black  Gnat. 

Dace  are  as  good  sport  in  France"as  with  us, 
and  are  killed  in  exactly  the  same  manner. 

Just  now  jack  fishing  is  in  season,  and  they  are 
hard  at  it  with  live  and  dead  bait.  For  spinning, 
a good  herring  is  not  to  be  beaten.  He  is  one  of 
the  brightest-looking  fish  that  swims.  Small 
chub  they  find  to  be  a good  bait  in  France,  and 
gold  fish  are  successfully  used. 

V. 

Few  of  those  who  have  lived  for  any  time  in 
France  have  not  seen  the  remarkable  carp  in  the 
ponds  in  the  grounds  of  most  of  the  French 
chateaux.  I have  never  seen  such  carp  anywhere. 
Any  person  who  wants  to  get  a notion  of  the  size 
a carp  will  attain  has  only  to  run  out  to  Ver- 
sailles. In  the  pond  in  front  of  the  palace  there 
are  some  magoificent  specimens,  though  these  are 
by  no  means  record  fish,  carp  up  to  181b.  or  201b. 
being  very  common  in  France. 

The  French  are  undoubtedly  better  carp- 
fishermen  than  we  are.  “ If  you  want  to  catch 
carp,”  said  a Frenchman  to  me,  “ get  a handful  or 
two  of  the  beans  upon  which  you  feed  your 
horses,  and  boil  them  until  they  are  just  soft 
enough  to  put  the  hook  in,  then  fish  far  off  and  as 
fine  as  you  can,  using  a reel  of  course.”  He 
spoke  of  a reel  particularly,  because  reels  are  not 
very  commonly  used  in  France.  Carp  up  to  251b. 
are  much  more  often  caught  than  jack  of  that  size 
in  England,  and  Mr.  Wyers  told  me  of  a 261b.  fish. 

Our  French  friends  are  fortunate  in  having  in 
their  midst  a branch  of  the  famous  Warner 
family  of  Redditch.  Fifty  years  or  more  ago  one 
of  the  Warners  opened  a shop  on  the  Quai  du 
Louvre,  and  ever  since  it  has  remained  in  the 
same  hands,  growing  yearly  until  it  has  now 
become  one  of  the  best  tackle  establishments  in 
the  world.  Calling  there  one  day  to  make  a few 
purchases  I was  struck  by  the  amiability  of  Mr. 
Wyers  and  his  desire  to  assist  anglers  in  every 
way.  One  of  the  brothers  has  lived  so  long  in 
France  that  his  English  is  quite  Gallic.  The 
younger  brother  has  been  there  some  ten  years, 
married  a French  lady,  and  speaks  and  writes 
French  quite  as  well  as  English.  It  is  not  well 
to  make  odious  comparisons,  but  I do  not  know  a 
larger  establishment  devoted  to  the  sale  of  fishing 
tackle  than  theirs.  It  is  curious  how  these 
Redditch  families  have  spread  over  the  world.  A 
cousin  has  a similar  establishment  in  Chicago, 
and  another  in  Toronto. 

Tho  Messrs.  Wyers  are  astonished  at  the 
ignorance  of  English  people  with  regard  to 
angling  in  France,  and  they  told  me  many  things 
I have  long  been  wanting  to  know.  One  has 
often  heard  rumours  of  capital  salmon  fishing  in 
Spain.  Wild  horses  would  not  drag  from  me 
the  name  of  the  spot  revealed  to  me  by  Messrs. 
Wyers,  where  six  and  eight  salmon  have  boon 
killed  by  one  rod  in  a day.  Now  that  I know 


where  to  go,  methinks  I shall  not,  like  Mr.  Hamer 
Bass,  waste  C850  on  the  rent  of  a stream  that  did 
not  produce  a single  fish  during  the  period. 

VI. 

I learnt  from  Messrs.  Wyers  many  curious 
things  about  French  angling,  and  they  very 
kindly  offered  to  read  a proof  of  this  article  so 
that  it  may  be  quite  accurate. 

They  told  mo  something  about  gut  which  I did 
not  know  before.  The  best  gut  in  the  world 
comes  from  Murcia,  in  Spain,  and  it  is  a curious 
fact  that  this  silkworm  gut  can  only  be  produced 
in  a district  not  more  than  two  miles  in  area.  In 
that  district  a certain  kind  of  mulberry  leaf 
grows,  and  it  is  from  this  small  place  that  all 
the  best  gut  in  the  world  comes.  Italian  gut  is 
thinner,  but  not  so  good. 

At  one  factory  some  fifty  or  sixty  girls  are  em- 
ployed in  supplying  the  world  with  this  material. 
A great  deal  of  gut  is  sold  under  the  name  of 
Spanish  gut  which  is  not  Spanish  gut  at  all. 

I have  no  doubt  but  that  some  of  the  methods 
of  fishing  I have  described  in  this  article  as 
French,  are  known  in  some  parts  of  our  own 
country.  Those  upon  which  I have  particularly 
dilated,  however,  have  not  come  under  my  notice 
in  an  angling  career  extending  from  the  time 
when  I was  a boy  of  six. 


A DAY  IN  ELYSIAN  FIELDS. 


By  the  “ Ajiateuk  Axgler.” 

That  wild  enthusiast  about  everything  of  a 
fishy  nature  who,  over  the  pseudonym  of  “ Drag- 
net,” drags  into  his  net  all  those  interesting  and 
amusing  scraps  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  which 
constitute  its  “ lighter  vein,”  has  insisted,  on 
behalf  of  the  editor,  on  my  writing  a story  of 
some  sort  for  this  Christmas  number.  But,  bless 
him,  I have  no  story  to  tell ! When  I happen  to 
have  any  reminiscences  to  fall  back  upon  I record 
them  truthfully,  and  without  the  garnish  of  a vivid 
imagination.  I leave  the  imaginative  to  the 
poetic  “Dragnet;”  in  his  column  truth  is  rarely 
found,  and  fiction  doth  abound. 

There  are  many  men  so  happily  fixed  in  the 
world  as  to  be  able  to  devote  all  the  time  they 
want  to  the  delightful  pleasures  of  angling. 
Others  there  are  who,  like  myself,  can  but  rarely 
indulge  in  waterside  amusements,  and  have 
therefore  not  even  the  most  commonplace  inci- 
dents to  furbish  up  into  readable  material. 

The  French  used  to  say  that  November  is  the 
month  in  which  Englishmen  hang  themselves. 
We  have  now  reached  that  depressing  period, 
without,  let  us  hope,  the  suicidal  tendencies  which 
the  French  attribute  to  us,  but  which  a visit  to  the 
Morgue  at  any  time  would  probably  show  to  be 
more  applicable  to  themselves,  only  they  generally 
drown  themselves.  If,  as  saith  the  poet, 
November’s  sky  is  chill  and  drear, 
November’s  leaf  is  red  and  sear, 
it  hath  its  compensations.  We  have  already 
made  a considerable  dip  into  the  dark  and  dismal 
days  of  December,  and  can  we  not  sit  in  our 
armchairs,  those  of  us  who  are  still  young  ; — 

And  anxious  ask — will  spring  return, 

And  birds  and  lambs  again  be  gay, 

And  blossoms  clothe  the  hawthorn  spray  ? 
while  those  of  us  who  are  old  are  apt  to  take 
backward  glances,  and  beguile  the  weary  time 
by  trying  to  fight  our  pleasant  angling  battles 
o’er  again.  In  this  way  f,  being  too  old  to  look 
forward,  as  some  of  you  can,  with  the  bounding 
hope  of  youth,  will  hark  back  to  days  gone  by. 

It  was  in  the  leafy  month  of  June  that  we 
started  for  a charming  stretch  of  water  on  the 
pretty  Hertfordshire  Yer. 

Our  party  consisted  only  of  two  rods — “ The 
Major”  and  that  well-known  sporting  writer 
“ Sarcelle.”  I had  promised  to  meet  them  at 
West  Drayton,  and  we  were  all  to  drive  over 
together  to  our  water,  about  five  miles  away.  I 
missed  the  train,  and  so  bad,  later  on,  to  hire 
another  trap  and  follow  them. 

It  was  a blithe  morning,  not,  however,  quite 
free  from  suspicious  clouds ; a morning  of 
doubtful  augury,  whether  for  sun  or  rain.  The 
Major  had  equipped  himself  in  a thin  summer 
suit  and  thin  boots  to  match,  and  tho  “ Sarcelle” 
was  still  more  lightly  clad  ; whilst  1,  who  had  only 
come  to  look  on,  was  proparod  for  any  woathor — 
mackintosh,  umbrella,  gaiters,  and  thick  boots.  I 
was  woatherwise,  thoy  were  weather-foolish. 
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When  I came  up  to  them  about  noon  it  was  in 
a drizzling  rain,  which  came  on  thicker  and 
thicker,  till  at  length  we  were  all  compelled  by  a 
heavy  downpour  to  adjourn  toaneighbouringshed. 

They  had  fished  for  hours,  of  course  with  their 
usual  consummate  skill,  but  had  caught  nothing. 
If  their  clothing  was  damp,  not  to  say  saturated 
with  wet,  their  thin  shoes  full  of  water,  and 
flabby  trousers  clinging  to  their  gaiterless  legs, 
their  spirits  were  not  damped  in  the  least ; they 
were  ready  at  any  moment  to  sally  forth  again  at 
the  first  sign  of  the  storm  abating,  but  it  did  not 
abate.  The  aggravating  part  of  it  was  that  the 
little  deep-running  stream  was  bubbling  over 
with  big  trout,  but  not  a fly  would  they  look  at, 
natural  or  imitation.  There  they  were  with  their 
broad,  fan-like  tails  waggling  out  of  the  water 
and  their  heads  down  in  the  mud,  some  close 
under  the  banks,  others  having  nice  little  gambols 
amid  stream,  playing  about  like  big  babies ; for  you 
may  be  quite  sure  that  trout  have  their  play  time 
like  the  big  bipeds  who  love  to  play  with  them. 

These  trout  were  not  a bit  shy,  as  most  trout  are. 
Of  course,  with  their  heads  in  the  mud,  they  could 
not  see  us,  and  their  sense  of  hearing  must  be 
very  slight.  I all  but  caught  a whopper  by  slyly 
putting  the  net  under  his  body,  but  he  was  not  to 
be  caught  in  that  improper  way. 

We  stood  or  squatted  in  that  shed  till  its  appa- 
rently waterproof  covering  of  old  rathole  thatch 


became  a sieve,  and  the  rain  came  through  with 
as  much  freedom  as  it  came  down  outside. 

They  had  sent  us  from  the  railway  hotel  a 
basket  of  provisions  and  a big  jar  of  beer,  and  as 
lunch  time  had  arrived  we  tried,  each  of  us,  to 
find  a dry  corner  in  which  to'consume  it,  but  a 
dry  spot  could  not  be  found.  My  umbrella  served 
me  well,  but  the  others  had  to  eat  their  food 
soaked  with  rain  water.  Our  provisions  had  been 
brought  down  by  a farm  labourer,  and  the  Major, 
with  his  usual  magnificent  but  rather  thoughtless 
liberality,  had  told  him  and  a companion  who 
had  joined  him  to  help  themselves  to  some  beer 
while  we  were  away  fishing — and  they  did.  When 
we  came  to  our  jar  we  found  it  necessary  to  tilt 
it  to  an  angle  of  about  75  degrees  from  the  per- 
pendicular before  a drop  of  beer  would  come  out. 
Our  share  amounted  to  about  half  a tumbler  each 
out  of  this  half-gallon  jar. 

Presently,  when  we  had  finished  our  repast, 
these  two  youths  turned  up,  and,  seeing  the  plight 
we  were  in,  politely  invited  us  to  take  shelter  in 
a neighbouring  barn.  This  refuge  was  at  least 
quite  dry,  and  there  we  were  weatherbound  for 
nearly  three  hours  ; the  rain  came  pouring  down, 
thunder  rolling,  and  lightning  flashing  all  the 
time.  We  smoked  and  told  tales,  and  did  what 
we  could  pour  passer  le  temps.  A game  of  marbles 
would  have  been  a relief,  but  taws  were  wanting. 
By  way  of  a little  diversion  one  of  these  chaps 
came  sidling  up  to  us,  with  a leary  look  on  his 
face  and  a twinkle  in  his  eye,  and  said,  in  a low 
tone,  as  if  he  did  not  want  all  the  world  to  know, 
“Would  erra  one  o’  you  gents  like  to  take  ’ome 
to  your  famblies  a pair  o’  nice  young  singing 
larks?  I knows  to  a nest  down  in  yander  bushes.” 

“Well,”  I said,  “I  should  like  to  see  a lark’s 
nest ; come  and  show  it  to  me.” 

So  we  trudged  off  through  the  rain  and  the 
long  wet  grass,  and,  as  we  reached  the  spot 
200  yards  off,  the  mother  bird  flew  out  of  the 
bush,  and  flitted  round  in  sore  trouble.  There 
cross  a deep  ditch,  and  hidden  away  among  the 


brambles,  I saw  the  nest,  and  in  it  a couple  of 
young  nearly  flush  larks,  with  their  mouths  wide 
open. 

“ Pretty  little  innocents !”  I cried,  sentimentally, 

“ I would  not  touch  them  for  all  the  world,  and 
I strongly  advise  you,  my  friend,  to  keep  your 
hands  off  them.” 

“ Why  ? ” said  this  young  ruffian. 

“ Why,”  said  I,  “ did  you  never  hear  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  called  the  ‘Wild  Birds  Act  ? ’ 
Touch  those  birds,  and  you  render  yourself  liable 
to  twelve  months’  imprisonment,  bread  and  water, 
hard  labour,  and  a cat  o’  nine  tails  to  finish  you 
up  with.” 

“ I dunno  nothink  about  that,”  said  he.  “ I 
don’t  see  no  more  ’arm  nor  cruelty  in  me  taking 
them  young  birds  than  there  is  in  you  taking 
young  fishes.” 

This  was  a floorer  for  me  for  a moment,  but  I 
replied,  with  virtuous  indignation. 

“ You  are  quite  mistaken,  my  friend  ; when  by 
chance  we  catch  young  fish  we  immediately 
return  them  to  the  bosom  of  their  family. 
It  is  only  the  old  big  sinners  that  go  about 
marauding  all  day  and  all  night  seeking  some 
living  thing  to  devour  that  are  sometimes  willing 
to  be  caught  by  us.  They  are  just  as  pleased  to 
swallow  flies  with  hooks  in  ’em  as  any  other  fries, 
and  they  quite  enjoy  being  pulled  out  of  the 
water,  as  you  may  easily  see  by  the  way  they 
wriggle  about.  Besides,  are  you  who  have  lived 
all  your  lifetime  by  the  waterside  ignorant  of  the 
well-known  fact  that  cold-blooded  fish  have  no 
sensory  nerves,  and  therefore  cannot  feel  any 
pain  at  all?  It  is  not  so  with  birds.  Again, 
don’t  you  know  that  fish  is  a most  wholesome, 
delicate,  and  necessary  food  for  human  beings  ? 
What  would  become  of  us  all  without  fish  ? It 
would  be  a sin  not  to  catch  them.” 

“Well,”  said  he,  “ain’t  young  larks  good  for 
human  food  ? Tell  me  anything  that  is  nicer 
than  plump  young  larks,  ’specially  on  toast.” 

He  had  me  again,  “ on  toast.”  My  speech  was 
quite  lost  upon  him,  he  meant  to  have  those 
young  larks  in  spite  of  the  law,  and  as  many 
more  as  he  could  find  a market  for,  and  so  we 
trudged  back  to  the  barn. 

At  the  first  glimpse  of  a small  scrap  of  hazy 
blue,  enough  to  make  a Chinaman  a pair  of 
breeches,  struggling  out  of  the  heavy  black 
clouds  just  over  the  tree  tops  in  the  west,  and 
although  drizzling  rain  was  falling,  and  another 
storm  of  lightning,  thunder,  and  rain  was  coming 
up  from  the  east,  the  Major  and  “ Sarcelle  ” 
determined  to  risk  another  wetting,  and  they  got 
it.  Profane  outsiders  would  have  called  them 
cranks,  but  you,  my  readers,  know  something  of 
the  afflatus  that  inspires  an  angler’s  soul,  and 
converts,  for  him,  splashy  puddles,  long,  wet  grass, 
and  pouring  rain,  into  veritable  Elysian  fields. 

They  fished  again,  “ Sarcelle  ” using  the  wet- 
fly — not  at  all  difficult  in  such  weather — and 
the  “ chuck-and-chance-it  ” system.  The  Major 
adhered  to  the  scientific  “ dry-fly  ” plan,  wherein 
he  is  a well-known  adept ; keeping  his  eye  always 
wide  awake  for  a rise,  and  never  casting  till  he 
saw  one  ; but  the  trout  were  still  a-tailing.  After 
long  and  patient  waiting  the  Major’s  quick  eye 
caught  sight  of  an  almost  imperceptible  bubble 
under  the  opposite  bank ; he  placed  his  fly 
exactly  on  that  spot,  a big  trout  seized  it,  and  a 
long  and  pretty  battle  ensued.  There  was  a long 
and  broad  belt  of  cut  and  live  weeds  lying  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  and  after  a desperate 
struggle  to  get  under  these  weeds,  the  Major 
brought  him  to  the  top  of  them,  and  then  the 
hook  came  away,  but  the  astonished  trout  knew 
it  not,  he  thought  he  was  caught,  and  lay  there 
dreaming  of  the  frying-pan  for  the  space  of  about 
one  minute  ; he  weighed  just  lib.  13vioz.  I could 
not  reach  him  with  the  net ; he  was  too  far  away, 
and  the  water  was  deep.  The  Major  touched  him 
with  the  point  of  his  rod;  he  awoke  from  his 
pleasant  dream,  and  was  off  like  a dart. 

If  my  memory  is  not  at  fault,  that  was  the  only 
fish  that  was  caught  on  that  delightful  day,  and 
he,  as  we  have  seen,  was  not  caught.  I weighed 
him  accurately  with  my  eye  as  he  rested  sweetly 
on  that  bed  of  weeds. 

I had  found  it  necessary  repeatedly  to  warn 
this  brace  of  enthusiasts  that  time  was  flying  and 
that  trains  would  not  wait.  I got  them  away  at 
last ; we  returned  to  our  hovel,  gathered  up  our 
traps,  and  then  we  had  considerably  more  than  a 
mile  to  go,  and  just  about  twelve  minutes  to  catch 


our  train.  We  walked  fast,  and  then  ran  fast. 
I,  the  elder,  came  in  first,  panting  and  breath- 
less, and  was  charmed,  as  you  may  suppose,  to 
see  the  red  light  at  the  end  of  the  train  pass  out  of 
the  station  as  I reached  the  platform. 

We  adjourned  to  the  pleasant  “ pub,  ’ and  took 
counsel  with  the  landlord  as  to  the  best  way  of 
getting  home.  We  wanted  to  drive  over  to  West 
Drayton,  but  the  landlord  vowed  he  had  neither 
horse  nor  trap  nor  man  to  spare,  but  our  good 
“ Sarcelle  ” so  overcame  him  with  blarney  that 
he  at  last  agreed  not  only  to  find  a horse  and  trap 
but  he  declared  he  would  drive  us  over  himself. 
He  started  off  at  once  to  get  the  trap,  but  by  the 
time  he  was  ready  we  had  found  our  quarters  so 
pleasant  that  we  decided  to  stay  there  two  hours 
for  the  next  train.  It  was  a wise  decision,  for  the 
rain  came  down  again  in  torrents.  Our  landlord 
was  not  a bit  huffed  at  the  changeableness  of  our 
minds.  We  ordered  supper  of  ham  and  eggs  and 
tea,  and  we  were  presently  ushered  into  a very 
cosy  private  sitting-room  where  three  charming 
young  ladies  were  reading  and  sewing ; but, 
unhappily  for  us,  no  sooner  had  we  entered  their 
symposium  than  they  gathered  up  their  books 
and  fancy  work,  and  flitted  away  like  frightened 
fawns  ; and  no  wonder,  for  on  surveying  ourselves 
in  the  glass  on  the  mantelshelf,  we  discovered 
that  we  looked  like  three  half-drowned  poachers 
who  had  just  been  rescued  from  the  river. 

There  was  a blazing  fire  in  the  room,  at  which 
we  dried  our  draggled  habiliments,  and  we  con- 
soled ourselves  for  the  loss  of  the  fairies  by  con- 
suming a supper  more  fit  for  the  heroes  we  were 
than  the  brigands  we  looked  like. 

We  caught  the  nine  o’clock  train,  and  so  ended 
my  only  visit  to  the  Yer.  I need  not  say  that, 
despite  our  disasters,  we  all  longed  to  revisit  that 
pleasant  stream  and  to  make  acquaintance  with 
those  splendid  trout  under  circumstances  less 
favourable  for  them,  when  their  tails  would  be 
where  they  ought  to  be,  lying  horizontally  with 
their  heads  up-stream,  and  keeping  a keen  look 
out  for  the  flies  floating  above  them. 

Now,  my  angling  friends,  as  Christmas  is 
coming,  I bid  you  all  farewell,  with  this  parting 
benediction:  May  your  homes  be  happy,  may 
your  wives  be  ministering  angels,  may  there  be 
no  domestic  jars  (except  for  pickles  and  such 
like),  no  frettings  and  wranglings  and  naggings, 
which  are  like  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a 
pot.  May  your  daughters  be  as  the  tender  vines 
clinging  round  your  hearts  ; may  your  sons  be 
stalwart,  affectionate,  honest,  and  truthful ; may 
you  all  eat  your  Christmas  pudding  with  modera- 
tion and  thankfulness,  and  finally,  may  you  some- 
times have  tight  lines  and  full  creels  when  you 
go  a-fishing.  I say  sometimes  advisedly  ; if  you 
were  sure  your  creels  would  always  be  filled  the 
excitement  and  pleasure  would  pall  upon  you, 
and  you  would  be  deprived  of  such  Elysian 
delights  as  those  which  befell  the  accomplished 
Major  and  the  famous  “ Sarcelle”  on  the  occasion 
I have  endeavoured  to  describe. 

I write  these  lines  from  my  solitary  eirie  on 
the  top  of  the  northern  heights  of  London. 


“TIGHT  LINES”  TO  OUR  READERS. 


Tiie  illustrated  heading  of  our  almanack  given 
with  this  our  Christmas  Number  expresses 
what  we  hope  is  the  general  feeling  among  all 
classes  of  anglers,  viz.,  good  fellowship.  Ihere 
ought  to  be  good  fishing  in  1895,  simply  because 
on  the  whole  it  has  been  so  wretchedly  bad  in 
1894.  With  the  exception  of  some  few  cases,  we 
never  remember  such  a disappointing  salmon 
angling  season  ; in  many  cases  rents  of  from  £50 
to  £500  paid  for  rod  salmon  fishings  produced 
literally  nothing  beyond  a fish  or  two  caught  by 
the  keepers.  Mr.  William  Black,  for  instance, 
had  a heart-breaking  experience  on  the  Spean, 
but  although  his  sport  was  almost  nil,  we 
are  glad  to  hear  that  the  mere  attempt  to 
catch  them  has  made  a keen  salmon  angler  of 
Miss  Black,  whose  photographs  of  her  father 
fishing  and  of  herself  casting  we  publish  this 
week.  We  think  we  may  leave  our  Christmas 
Number  to  speak  for  itself,  and  are  sure  our 
readers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  our  circulation 
steadily  increases. 

We  wish  them  all — readers,  contributors,  and 
advertisers — the  compliments  of  the  season,  and 
a prosperous  1895. 
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“THE  WHISTLING  OYSTER.” 
AN  UNORTHODOX  STORY. 


By  (Biari.es  Bramley. 

it  I Advertisement  culled  from  tho  Hod  and  Linn  Uncord. 

'lo  Anglers. — Splendid  fishing  can  be  obtained  at 
Breemby  Dyke,  Norfolk.  Tho  finest  coarse  fishing  in 
England  ; no  failures  ; auoooaa  oortain.  Beat  accommo- 
dation for  anglora  at  the  “ Whistling  Oyster  ” Inn. — 
Christopher  Chamley,  Proprietor.”] 


nature  of  other  broads  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood. That  is  to  say,  that  it  is  about  as  big 
as,  bigger,  or  perhaps  even  smaller  than,  any  of 
them,  so  that  should  you  fail  to  recognise  it  by 
this  brief  description,  it  is  to  bo  attributed  to 
your  ignorance  of  the  “ Land  of  tho  Broads  ” 
rather  than  to  the  writer’s  want  of  fidelity  to 
Nature.  Many  of  the  broads  have  “dykes” 
running  into  them,  and  Breemby,  being  an  up- 
to-date  broad  in  every  respect,  had  a dyke 


of  Breemby  than  appears  to  have  been  the  case. 
(The  reader  will  see  that  we  are  not  trying  to 
advertise  this  inn — no  one  shall  say  this  story  is 
an  advertisement  in  disguise.) 

The  host  of  this  hospitable  inn — for  they  are  all 
hospitable  in  the  books — was  one  Christopher 
Chamley  (popularly  known  in  the  vicinity  as 
“ Kit”  Chamley),  a gaunt  man,  with  high  cheek 
bones,  and  anything  but  a cheerful  countenance. 
He  looked  like  a man  who  had  tried  undertaking 


Mr.  William  Black  trying  to  tempt  a Salmon  in  the  Spean  in  Dead-low  Water. 
(From  a photograph  by  Miss  V.  Black.) 


Chapter  I. — The  Brothers. 

Ik  you  look  on  a map  of  the  Norfolk  Broads 
for  the  village  of  Creat  Breemby,  you  will  pro- 
bably fail  to  find  it.  It  is  there  for  all  that ; so  is 
Breemby  Broad,  and  if  it  is  described  by  any 
other  name  you  must  blame  the  architect  of  that 
map,  and  not  the  narrator  of  this  history — the 
veracity  of  which,  as  an  angling  romance,  is 
strictly  vouched  for. 

Breemby  Broad  partakes  very  much  of  the  I 


running  into  it.  It  was  at  the  foot  or  dead  end 
of  this  dyke  that  the  “ Whistling  Oyster  ” 
nestled  in  all  the  rural  seclusion  peculiar  to  these 
waterside  inns.  The  beer  was  quite  as  bad  as  at 
most  other  anglers’  haunts,  and  perhaps  worse. 
The  spirits,  at  any  rate,  were  worse,  and  that  is 
saying  a good  deal.  In  fact,  considering  the 
number  of  anglers  who  have  answered  the  above 
advertisement,  it  is  a marvel  that  thero  have  not 
been  more  sudden  deaths  in  tho  neighbourhood 


and  failed  to  make  it  pay;  or.  indeed,  anything 
rather  than  the  typical  Boniface  of  story-book 
design.  He  camoof  an  undertaking  family,  it  would 
seem — a brother  at  Yarmouth  still  struggling 
with  the  “ pall  and  plumes.”  Ah  ! now  we  have 
it!  Kit  Chamley  had,  by  the  atrocious  nature  of 
his  liquor,  determined  on  a business  which  would 
play  into  the  hands  of  his  brother,  whose  cards 
were  distributed  all  over  tho  rooms  of  tho 
“Whistling  Oystor.”  You  could  not  escape 
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them  ; they  were  on  the  counter,  on  the  tap-room 
table,  under  your  plate  at  meals,  on  the  bedroom 
walls,  and  even  in  the  very  punt  wherein  you 
fished.  Thus : 

FOR  CHEAP  FUNERALS 
TRY 

RALPH  CHAMLEY, 

GREAT  YARMOUTH. 


pattern.  Ralph  was  an  undertaker,  and  didn’t 
look  it,  and  Kit  was  “mine  host,”  though  funeral 
contracting  would  have  been  more  in  keeping 
with  his  appearance.  Well,  then,  “ Kit  ” Chamley 
was  as  miserable  as  sin  doubly  distilled,  while 
his  brother  Ralph  was  the  soul  of  sociability. 
But  it  is  more  with  Kit  than  his  brother  that  we 
have  to  deal.  Business  had  been  so  bad  at  the 
“ Oyster  ” for  a long  time,  and  Kit  had  been  over 
at  Yarmouth  day  after  day,  trying  to  hit  on  some 


said  Kit  to  his  brother  one  night  at  the  “ Bung 
and  Bloater,”  which,  as  everybody  knows  who 
knows  Yarmouth  at  all,  is  on  the  quay. 

“ Splendid,  Kit  my  boy ! ” ejaculated  the 
sanguine  “ Knight  of  the  Coffin,”  dealing  Kit 
the  Careworn  a slap  between  the  shoulders  that 
made  him  stagger.  “ Two  more  whiskies,  miss  ! 
We’ll  wet  this ! ” 

The  day  after  this  incident,  the  advertisement 
alluded  to  appeared  in  the  Rod  and  Line  Record. 


That’s  what  accosted  you  at  every  turn.  But 
this  is  digression. 

Ralph  Chamley,  the  undertaker,  was  just  the 
sort  of  man  you  would  have  expected  to  find  as 
host  of  the  “ Oyster,”  fat,  jovial,  and  rubicund, 
with  a beaming  face  and  a hearty  laugh — the 
very  opposite  of  his  brother.  You  see  there  is 
nothing  orthodox  about  this  story,  as  it  happens 
to  be  true.  These  brothers  are  plucked  from  real 
life,  and  are  not  coloured  to  any  stereotyped 


Miss  V.  Black  trying  for  a Salmon  in  the  Sfean. 

idea  for  improving  his  fallen  fortunes,  the  while 
sampling  various  brands  of  Yarmouth  whisky,  to 
drown,  in  some  measure,  his  gloomy  reflections. 
In  this  last  particular,  however,  he  displayed 
good  sense,  for  had  he  attempted  to  drown  these 
said  reflections  with  the  whisky  of  the  “ Whistling 
Oyster,”  his  brother  might  have  been  called 
upon  to  provide  a family  funeral  on  reduced 
terms. 

“ What  do  you  think  of  the  idea,  Ralph  ? ” 


Chapter  II.  — Company  at  the  “Whistling 
Oyster.” 

It  was  some  weeks  after  this  that  the  adver- 
tisement began  to  tell.  Anglers  in  London  and 
elsewhere  began  to  talk  about  it,  some  of  them 
saying  that  the  fishing  was  marvellous — that 
they  had  tried  Breemby  Dyke,  and  that  there 
were  shoals  of  fish  there.  As  evidence,  some  of 
the  pot  hunters  had  weighed-in  some  enormous 
bream,  jack,  and  perch,  declared  to  have  been 
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legitimately  taken  f rom  the  waters  of  tlio  “ Whist- 
ling Oyster.” 

Tho  inn  was  full  of  visitors,  who  woro  fish- 
ing the  dyko  daily  with  extraordinary  success, 
ovory  day  alike  being  productive  of  tho  most 
remarkable  “ takes.”  Among  the  party  staying 
at  tho  inn  was  ono  Phineas  Gushbrook — or 
“Finny”  Gushbrook,  as  his  angling  friends 
waggishly  preferred  to  call  him — a young  man 
ardently  dovotod  to  the  rod,  a member  of  tho 
“ Gudgeon  ” Club,  and  a contributor  to  the 
Oroundbait  Gazette.  “ Finny  ” was  in  ecstacios 
with  the  result  of  his  visit,  and  had  obtained 
an  extra  weok’s  leave  from  the  London  ware- 
house, where  he  plied  tho  patient  pen  when  it 
was  not  ongagod  in  writing  for  the  Oroundbait 
Gazette.  Another  of  tho  guests  was  one  Dr. 
Blodder — though  what  ho  was  a doctor  of  nobody 
knew — certainly  not  of  civility,  for  he  never 
emitted  a word  even  thinly  disguised  as  such, 
lie  had  come  down  to  the  “ Oyster,”  it  appeared, 
for  meditation,  and  not  for  fishing.  Well,  he  got 
it;  for  his  meditation  was  of  such  a thorough- 
going character  that  he  took  his  meals  alone — 
which  was  a blessing,  seeing  the  nature  of  them, 
consisting  as  they  did  of  coffee  and  cheese  for 
breakfast,  with  other  meals  to  match,  and  he 
never  spoke  unless  spoken  to — not  always  then. 
He  was  in  and  out  of  the  “ Oyster  ” at  all  sorts  of 
odd  times,  and  would  come  into  the  smoke-room 
up  to  his  eyes  in  bulrushes,  lilies,  spiders,  and 
“ specimens,”  as  he  called  them ; leer  at  the 
company  in  a “ how  dare  you  ? ” sort  of  way,  and 
shuffle  off  for  his  dinner  of  poached  eggs  and 
vinegar — mostly  vinegar. 

Now,  this  sudden  change  in  the  fortunes  of  the 
inn  had  wrought  an  equally  sudden  change  in 
Kit  Chamley’s  demeanour.  He  gradually  melted 
into  affability  with  everyone  around  him,  and 
walked  about  among  the  Waltonians  in  the  day- 
time, chatting  freely  with  each,  and  boasting  of 
the  superiority  of  the  dyke  as  against  the  more 
roomy  waters  of  the  broad,  which,  he  informed 
his  visitors,  had  been  “ pretty  well  fished  out.” 
As  night  came  on,  however,  he  always  made  the 
excuse  of  having  business  with  his  brother,  the 
undertaker,  and  stating  his  intention  of  going 
over  to  Yarmouth.  At  any  rate,  the  “ Whistling 
Oyster”  saw  him  no  more  from  nightfall  till 
very  late.  This  appeared  to  be  his  regular 
practice. 

“ Well,”  exclaimed  “ Finny  ” Gushbrook  to  his 
host,  as  the  latter  stalked  out  of  the  sanded 
smoke-room  bent  on  his  nightly  errand,  “I’ve 
certainly  got  something  to  tell  the  readers  of  the 
Gazette  now,  Mr.  Chamley  ; for,  hang  me,  if  ever 
I came  across  such  a warm  corner  for  fish  in  the 
whole  course  of  my  life. 

Chapter  III. — The  Doctor  Speaks. 

A few  evenings  later,  several  of  the  guests  sat 
in  the  smoke-room,  taking  their  toddy  and 
tobacco,  and  indulging  in  the  kind  of  conversa- 
tion so  dear  to  the  disciples  of  Old  Izaak,  a huge 
fire  blazing  in  the  grate,  and  the  curtains  closely 
drawn,  for  it  was  late  autumn,  and  this  seemed 
but  a fitting  close  to  a chilly  day.  Mr.  Phineas 
Gushbrook  had  regaled  the  company  with  some 
choice  experiences  with  the  rod,  another  gentle- 
man had  expounded  freely  the  much-disputed 
theory  of  “ gorge-bait,”  and  a Mr.  Millthorpe,  a 
nice,  white-haired  old  gentleman,  who  really  had 
been  a crack  fly-fisherman  in  his  time,  discoursed 
eloquently  on  that  artistic  and  fascinating  branch 
of  angling.  Kit  Chamley,  as  usual,  had  departed 
on  his  nightly  “ business,”  and  Dr.  Blodder  sat 
in  the  ingle  nook  smoking  a chuchwarden  and 
drinking  hot  water — a quart  of  which  this 
eccentric  individual  made  it  his  nightly  habit  to 
imbibe.  To  the  consternation  of  everyone  present, 
the  old  man  spoke,  and  not  only  spoke,  but  put 
down  his  pipe  and  framed  himself  for  a lengthy 
discourse,  by  all  appearances. 

“ Gentlemen,”  he  observed,  “ I’m  a man  of 
few  words,  and  when  1 do  speak,  it  is  generally 
because  I have  something  to  say.  That  is 
precisely  the  case  with  me  to-night.  What  I am 
going  to  observe  may  probably  be  of  some 
moment  to  you,  gentlemen — who  shall  say?  I 
have,  therefore,  taken  it  upon  myself,  for  once  in 
a way,  to  make  a statement  if  I may  not  be  con- 
sidered to  be  obtrusive.” 

By  this  time  a few  more  pipes  were  put  down, 
the  company  evincing  no  small  surprise  at  hoaring 
tho  “old  curmudgeon,”  as  Kit  Chamley  called  him, 


take  upon  himself  to  favour  them  with  any  com- 
munication whatever.  Taking  a pull  at  the  hot 
water,  tho  doctor  resumed. 

“Well,  gentlemen,  I had  not  intended  to  have 
said  anything  whatever  about  myself,  not  being 
usually  given  to  that  weakness,  but  the  nature  of 
my  communication  renders  it  necessary  that  I 
should  state  who  and  what  I am.  I am  a 
scientist,  gentlemen ; that  is  to  say,  I am  a 
professor  of  natural  history,  botany,  and  geology  ; 
and,  in  the  pursuit  of  my  studies,  I make  a point 
of  exploring  the  flora  and  fauna  of  every  place  I 
visit  that  offers  such  advantages  to  me.  For  this 
purpose  I frequently  sojourn  at  country  inns  such 
as  this,  on  the  understanding  that  I may  be  free 
to  potter  about  as  I may  in  pursuit  of  knowledge 
after  my  own  fashion.  The  night  has  charms  for 
me,  even  as  has  the  day,  for  the  beauties  of 
Nature  do  not  sink  with  the  sun,  and  Luna 
frequently  throws  material  light  on  many  matters 
which  are  hidden  from  the  orb  of  day. 

“ Last  night,  after  supper  (though  I never 
partake  of  that  meal  for  physical  reasons),  I 
proceeded  along  the  foreshore  of  the  broad  here, 
in  search  of  glow-worms — a species  of  insecta 
in  which  I am  much  interested.  As  I prodded 
with  my  stick  among  the  knolls,  which  offer  a 
habitat  for  these  creatures,  I chanced  to  glance 
across  the  broad,  and,  to  my  wonder  and  surprise, 
I observed  a boat  glide  across — a small  steam 
launch  in  fact,  as  I could  discern  from  a tiny 
funnel  from  which  a thin  cloud  of  smoke,  or 
steam,  issued.  At  the  stern  of  the  boat  stood  a 
cloaked  figure — a gaunt,  grim,  shape  of  a man, 
muffled  to  the  throat,  and  wearing  a slouched 
hat.  The  figure  evidently  did  not-  detect  my 
vicinity,  and  pursued  its  ghostly  course  across 
the  silent  waters  in  a manner  which  rooted 
me  to  the  spot  with  apprehension.  I am  not 
superstitious,  gentlemen,  but  I give  you  my 
word  that  never  in  all  my  life — and  I’m  an 
old  man — have  I seen  anything  so  weird  and 
phantom-like.  I watched  it  till  it  became  shrouded 
in  darkness — for  although  a moonless  it  was  not 
a very  dark  night — and  I crept  back  to  the  inn 
and  sought  my  bed.  It  may  be  nothing  of 
import,  probably,  but  the  sight,  at  such  an  hour, 
and  under  such  circumstances,  has  impressed  me 
to  the  extent  that  I shall  look  for  it  again  to- 
morrow, at  the  same  place  and  at  the  same  hour. 
I beg,  however,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  say 
nothing  of  this  matter  to  the  people  of  the  house, 
nor  attempt  to  accompany  me  on  my  vigil,  for, 
in  numbers,  we  might  be  detected,  and  spoil  the 
object  of  the  mysterious  boatman.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  creepy  narrative  the 
company  seemed  spellbound.  No  observations 
were  offered,  as  no  immediate  solution  of  the 
mystery  was  forthcoming.  “ Good  night,  Doctor,” 
responded  everyone,  as  the  old  man  took  his 
candle  and  his  leave. 

Chapter  IY. — The  Mysterious  Boatman. 

On  the  following  day  the  fish  were  responding 
as  freely  as  ever  to  the  lines  of  the  guests  at 
the  “ Whistling  Oyster,”  and  Kit  Chamley  joined 
them,  by  way  of  a show  of  sociability,  for  the 
weekly  takings  at  the  inn  had  of  late  consider- 
ably weighted  his  coffers,  which  fact  had  also 
similarly  “ thawed  ” the  taciturn  disposition  of 
Kit’s  “ better  half,”  for  they  were  well  matched. 
When  evening  came,  Kit,  as  was  his  wont,  sallied 
forth  on  that  nightly  errand  to  which  we  have 
referred,  and  the  company  settled  themselves  to 
whist  in  the  cosy  smoke-room.  The  doctor  had 
his  biscuit  and  hot  water  earlier  than  usual,  and 
as  the  old  eight-day  clock  struck  ten,  he  muffled 
himself  up,  took  his  stick,  and  set  out  for  the 
foreshore.  The  night  was  much  darker  than 
before,  and  every  object  was  thrown  up  in  deep 
shadow.  As  he  neared  the  point  where  the  dyke 
opens  into  the  broad,  he  heard  a rustle  on  the 
bank.  Without  advancing  another  step,  ho  stood 
breathlessly  still  and  watched.  There,  just  at 
the  opening  of  the  dyke,  ho  could  distinguish  the 
black  form  of  a boat ; no  steam,  however,  appeared 
from  the  little  funnol,  which  he  could  just  discern 
in  the  gloom  ; but  right  before  him,  only  a few 
yards  away,  was  tho  mysterious  cloaked  figure  in 
a kneeling  position,  working  at  something  which 
the  doctor  could  not  make  out.  He  watched  in 
painful  silence.  Presently  the  figure  rose,  and 
stopped  into  the  boat,  then  lifted  an  object 
resembling  a small  tank,  and  which  seemed 
almost  as  much  as  he  could  raise.  Hoisting  it, 


however,  to  the  side  of  the  launch  he  emptied  it 
into  the  water — ; just  inside  the  dyke.  Then  the 
boatman  was  heard  talking  to  himself. 

“ Ah  ! ” said  the  man  of  mystery,  “the  idiots 
little  guess  how  I’m  fooling  them.  That  was  a 
grand  idea  to  have  a netted  screen  stretched 
across  the  dyke.  Why,  nothing  but  minnows 
can  get  into  the  broad  once  I get  them  over  the 
screen.”  And  at  this  he  emptied  another  tank- 
ful of  water,  accompanied  by  the  splashing  of 
heavy  objects,  into  the  entrance  of  the  dyke.  At 
this  juncture  the  doctor  gave  vent  to  a cough, 
which  he  had  been  suppressing  with  difficulty 
for  some  time. 

“What’s  that?”  fiercely  demanded  the  boat- 
man, whose  voice  and  a closer  inspection  revealed 
none  other  than  the  person  of  Kit  Chamley  him- 
self. “ Oh  ! it’s  you,  is  it  ? you  meddling  old  cur- 
mudgeon. So  you’ve  found  out  my  secret,  have 
you  ? Ah  ! well,  you  shall  never  tell  it,  you 
interfering  old  fossil;  and  as  you  are  so  mighty 
fond  of  hot  water,  try  a little  cold  for  a change ! ” 
Splash  ! ! ! Kit  had  pitched  the  poor  old  man  into 
the  dyke,  which  was  considerably  deep  at  this 
part,  and  after  a few  convulsive  struggles  all 
was  still.  The  boatman  boarded  the  launch  and 
silently  glided  out  into  the  broad. 

Chapter  Y. — The  Climax. 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Blodder  had  not  slept  in 
his  bed  did  not  create  much  alarm  at  the 
“ Whistling  Oyster,”  knowing,  as  they  did  at  the 
inn,  of  his  'penchant  for  nightly  wandering  in 
search  of  wisdom. 

“ He’s  wandered  too  far  a-field,  I reckon,”  said 
Kit,  “ and  has  put  up  at  the  ‘ Piebald  Pike  ’ or 
some  other  inn  in  the  neighbourhood.  Queer 
chap  he  is.”  This  to  “ Finny  ” Gushbrook,  as 
the  latter  sauntered  out  with  his  rod  and  tackle. 

“ Ah ! ” replied  Gushbrook,  who  in  his  own 
mind  wondered  what  had  become  of  the  doctor, 
knowing  what  his  errand  was  on  the  previous 
night. 

Well,  things  went  on  at  Breemby  very  much 
the  same  for  a week  or  two  longer,  until  at 
length  the  company  left  the  “ Whistling  Oyster  ” 
by  degrees.  The  doctor  had  not  returned,  and 
this  fact  was  attributed  to  the  eccentricity  of  his 
character,  although  it  was  thought  strange  that 
his  luggage — limited  though  it  was — should  have 
been  abandoned. 

Mr.  Phineas  Gushbrook  had  been  the  last 
visitor  to  go,  and  had  been  fortunate  in  taking  a 
huge  jack  home  with  him,  which,  with  no  small 
amount  of  pride,  he  weighed-in  at  the  “ Junior 
Gudgeons  ” for  a prize,  then  carried  it  home  for 
the  delectation  of  the  Gushbrook  dinner-table. 
Roast  pike  and  veal  stuffing  was  a dish  to  which 
the  family  were  very  partial,  so  that  its  appearance 
at  table  on  the  following  Sunday  was  anticipated 
with  more  than  ordinary  delight.  When,  how- 
ever, the  monster  was  cut  open  for  the  purposes 
of  cooking,  what  was  the  consternation  of  Mrs.  G. 
when  she  discovered — embedded  in  the  stomach 
of  the  fish — a gold  watch ! 

“ Good  heavens,  Finny,  look  here  ! ” exclaimed 
that  good  lady,  as  she  drew  out  the  chronometer 
and  part  of  the  broken  chain. 

“ Je-rusalem  ! ” ejaculated  Gushbrook;  “how, 
in  the  name  of  all  that’s  piscatorial,  did  that  get 
there?  Let’s  open  it!  ” Which  he  did,  and  the 
inside  of  the  case  revealed  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : “ To  Dr.  Felix  Blodder,  F.G.S.,  &c.,  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  from  the  members  of  the  various 
scientific  societies  to  which  his  researches  have 
been  of  such  estimable  value.  Presented  by 
subscription,  Christmas,  1893.” 

“Why,  Clara,  my  dear,  the  poor  old  doctor 
must  have  been  drowned  in  the  dyke  ! ” 

M.  Jf.  .Jfc.  Jfr 

-A'  'A-  "A-  'JV  "V 

A few  days  after  this  extraordinary  discovery 
the  following  report  appeared  in  the  Norfolk 
Newsletter : 

“Extensive  Poaching  Operations  ry  an 
Innkeeper. 

“Christopher  Chamley,  proprietor  of  the 
‘Whistling  Oyster,’  Breemby  Broad,  was  charged 
before  the  local  magistrates  with  poaching  fish 
on  an  extensive  scale  in  the  rivers  and  broads  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Groat  Breemby.  The  modus 
operandi  of  the  prisoner  was  as  follows  : Departing 
after  nightfall  in  a small  steam  launch — the  pro- 
perty of  a gentleman  in  London,  and  which  was  loft 
in  the  care  of  Chamley  at  a boat-house  on  Breemby 
Broad,  and  which  was  fitted  with  netting  gear  of  an 
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elaborate  character— the  prisoner  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  local  waters  would  net  the  most 
likely  places  for  large  fish,  having  secured  which, 
he  would  deposit  them  in  a number  of  metal  boxes 
or  tanks,  such  as  are  used  for  keeping  fish  alive. 
Arriving  at  the  entrance  to  the  dyke,  at  the  foot 
of  which  the  inn  is  located,  the  poacher  would 
then  empty  his  catch  into  the  dyke,  egress  from 
which  had  been  rendered  impossible  by  a large 
screen  of  fine  net  being  placed  across  the  entrance, 
so  that  all  the  fish  were  confined  to  the  dyke. 
The  abnormal  “takes”  at  this  spot  which  have 
been  daily  recorded  of  late  aroused  the  suspicions 
of  the  local  police,  and  an  investigation  led  to  the 
discovery  of  the  netted  screen  and  the  boxes  in 
which  the  live  fish  were  transferred  to  the  dyke. 
The  prisoner,  who  reserved  his  defence,  was  fully 
committed  for  trial.” 

***** 

The  next  time  Mr.  P.  Gushbrook  turned  up  at 
the  “ Gudgeon  ” Club,  he  was  informed  that 
his  big  jack  had  been  disqualified  for  taking 
the  prize  in  the  face  of  this  startling  intelligence. 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  not  transpired  that 
the  body  of  Dr.  Blodder  has  been  discovered  by 
anyone  other  than  the  voracious  fish  that  bolted 
the  glistening  object  which  had  attracted  its  pike- 
ship’s  attention,  although,  to  be  orthodox,  we 
ought,  of  course,  to  bring  the  doctor  to  light,  and 
his  murderer  to  justice.  “Nemesis”  however 
will  do  all  this  in  good  time.  This  therefore  is 
the  plain  unvarnished  tale,  and  if  Kit  Chamley 
doesn’t  get  a term  of  imprisonment  for  poaching, 
to  be  brought  up  again  on  the  further  charge  of 
murder,  there  is  something  wrong  somewhere, 
that’s  all ! This  is  too  truthful  a narrative  to 
invent  a situation  which  has  not  yet  become  an 
established  fact,  so  we  will  leave  the  history  at 
this  stage. 


A.  CHRISTMAS  REVERIE. 


By  Francis  M.  Walbran. 

Christmas  Day,  and  a snowy  one.  As  I sit  before 
a bright  fire  in  my  sanctum,  I keep  turning  my 
eyes  to  the  window  and  watch  the  big  fleecy 
flakes  fluttering  down  from  the  leaden  sky,  re- 
suming the  study  of  a book  in  my  hand  with  an 
increased  feeling  of  comfort.  It  is  my  angling 
diary,  the  pages  of  which  I am  turning  over 
lazily,  stopping  now  and  then  to  read  some 
extract  that  brings  the  recollection  of  some  happy 
day’s  sport  to  my  mind,  or  a feeling  of  sadness  as 
I come  across  the  name  of  some  comrade  who 
has  gone  hence,  never  to  return,  or  else  to  foreign 
lands. 

It  is  very  curious  how  well  one  remembers  the 
most  trifling  details  connected  with  things  that 
have  happened  twenty  years  ago — they  seem  like 
occurrences  of  yesterday  — while  important 
matters  of  far  more  recent  date  are  forgotten. 

The  pages  of  my  diary  in  the  early  portions  are 
yellow,  and  the  ink  faded,  but  the  memory  of  the 
events  noted  thereon  is  as  fresh  to  my  mind  as  the 
day  on  which  they  were  written.  How  frequently  at 
that  time  did  the  name  of  my  cousin  W.  N.  appear, 
and  naturally  so,  for  was  he  not  my  mentor  in 
all  things  appertaining  to  angling,  and  did  I not 
form  my  first  determination  to  become  a proficient 
in  the  gentle  art  owing  to  the  enthusiasm  which 
he  instilled  into  me  ? The  first  trout  that  I ever 
had  seen  captured  was  by  him,  and,  although 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  the  whole  scene  comes 
vividly  before  me. 

We  were  both  of  us  scholars  at  [Upon  Grammar 
School,  which,  in  those  days,  was  situated  in  St. 
Agnes  Gate,  close  to  the  River  Skell.  My  cousin 
was  a most  enthusiastic  angler,  and  always  used 
to  bring  his  rod,  so  that  during  the  half  hour 
allowed  for  recreation,  and  also  after  school 
hours,  he  could  follow  his  favourite  sport.  One 
fine  June  afternoon,  as  we  left  the  schoolyard 
together,  he  asked  me  to  accompany  him,  and  I 
consented,  more  from  curiosity  than  anything 
else.  How  little  did  I think  then  what  an  im- 
portant item  in  my  future  life  angling  would 
become.  We  were  soon  on  the  river’s  bank— a 
strip  of  land  just  behind  the  Maison  Dieu 
Hospital— immediately  below  Bondgate  Bridge. 
The  Skell  was  just  clearing  off  after  a fresh,  and 
the  bait  my  cousin  decided  to  use  was  a natural 
minnow.  He  showed  me,  I remember,  exactly 
how  it  was  put  on  the  hooks,  and  then  spun  it 
close  to  the  edge  to  let  me  see  how  it  was  worked 


against  the  stream.  Almost  at  the  end  of  the 
narrow  spit  of  land  some  willow  bushes  overhung 
the  water,  and  he  pointed  out  that  to  me  as  being 
a likely  place  for  a feeding  trout.  Gently  he 
swung  the  minnow  under  the  boughs,  and  drew  it 
with  short  jerks  towards  us.  It  had  nearly 
reached  our  feet,  when  I saw  a flash  in  the  amber- 
tinted  water.  With  no  sign  of  excitement  my 
instructor  dropped  his  hand  for  a moment,  and 
then  tightened  the  line  with  a steady  draw.  His 
supple  rod  bent  into  a graceful  curve,  and,  after  a 
moment  or  two  of  great  excitement  on  my  part, 
and  perfect  coolness  on  his,  I witnessed  the  pic- 
ture of  a beautiful  pound  trout.  After  that  we 
wandered  on  from  one  stream  to  another,  finishing 
up  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  with  a 
pretty  dish  of  eight  trout  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition. 

From  that  memorable  day  my  cousin  and  1 
were  inseparable,  and  on  many  occasions,  when 
supposed  by  the  head  master  to  be  deep  in  the 
study  of  Virgil  or  Euclid,  we  were  in  reality 
discussing  the  (to  us)  far  more  important  question 
whether  that  big  trout  which  we  had  marked 
down  in  York’s  Dam  would  be  most  likely  to  take 
the  fly  or  minnow.  Poor  W.  N. ! sad  was  my 
heart  many,  many  years  after,  when  we  had 
spent  hundreds  of  happy  days  in  pursuit  of  trout 
and  grayling,  he  shook  my  hand  for  the  last  time 
on  his  departure  to  Australia  to  accept  a 
remunerative  situation  in  a bank  there.  I never 
saw  him  again,  as  he  was  fatally  injured  in  a 
football  match,  and,  after  lingering  for  many 
weeks,  he  died  far  away  from  his  relatives  and 
friends.  Call  it  foolish  sentimentality  if  you  like, 
but  as  I sit  thinking  over  those  early  days  in  my 
angling  career,  the  tears  will  come,  and  I fancy 
I can  see  him  once  more  that  J une  afternoon  on 
the  banks  of  the  Skell  and  hear  his  cheery  voice. 

Then  there  was  old  Dick  Smith,  a veteran 
angler,  upon  whom  we  youthful  Waltonians 
were  wont  to  look  with  a feeling  akin  to  awe. 
He  very  seldom  fished  with  any  other  lure  than 
the  artificial  fly,  and  was  certainly  at  that  time 
about  as  good  a fisherman  as  any  who  threw  line 
on  Skell  and  Yore.  Many  and  many  a time  have 
I stayed  away  from  school,  or,  I suppose  had 
better  say  at  once,  played  truant,  in  order  to 
spend  the  day  with  him,  watching  his  movements, 
and  admiring  bis  skill,  as  he  added  fish  after 
fish  to  his  basket.  Then,  at  the  close  of  the  day, 

I would  accompany  him  to  his  cottage  to  receive 
my  first  lessons  in  fly  tying.  He  seldom  used  a 
winged  fly,  all  his  favourite  patterns  being 
hackled  ones.  Neither  did  he  believe  in  the  use 
of  very  many  kinds.  I should  say  a dozen 
varieties  would  be  as  many  as  he  would  use 
throughout  the  entire  season.  His  special 
favourites  were  Woodcock  and  Orange,  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Yellow-legged  Bloa,  and 
series  of  Partridge  Hackles  with  various  coloured 
bodies.  Since  then  I have  tested  the  above  on 
many  rivers,  and  am  convinced  that  his  experi- 
ence was  correct,  for,  varied  in  size,  I never 
knew  them  fail  to  account  for  fish,  and  a good 
percentage  too.  It  is  many  years  since  Dick 
Smith  joined  the  majority,  but  I shall  never 
forget  either  his  memory  or  teachings. 

I turn  over  a few  more  pages,  and  come  across 
the  names  of  two  other  famous  anglers,  who 
always  were  to  be  found  together  on  fishing 
excursions,  W.  Dibb  and  John  Bellerby.  The 
mention  of  these  immediately  brings  to  my  mind 
the  recollection  of  a day  at  Tanfield,  the  only 
occasion  when  I ever  knew  the  Oak  fly,  or  Doun- 
looker  as  it  is  generally  termed,  to  be  of  any 
service  on  the  Yore.  A friend  and  myself  were 
fishing  above  the  village,  and  the  two  above- 
named  worthies  were  on  the  length  below  the 
weir.  We  had  experienced  a very  disappointing 
day,  and  were  having  our  tea  in  the  1 ittle  parlour  at 
the  Bruce  Arms,  when  in  came  Mr.  Dibb  and  “old 
John,”  as  Bellerby  was  familiarly  called.  To  our 
great  astonishment  each  of  them  had  a splendid 
basket  of  trout,  and  on  inquiring  what  fly  had 
produced  such  good  results,  we  were  informed 
the  Dounlooker.  “ Whatever  made  you  try  that, 
John?  ” I asked,  knowing  that  it  was  not  a usual 
fly  upon  that  water.  “Nay,”  he  replied,  “I 
hardly  know ; but  we  tried  about  every  fly  in 
our  books,  so  thought  we  would  give ’em  summat 
out  of  t’ common,  and  they  did  tak’  it  right,  he 
added.  That  was  in  the  days  when  there  was  no 
railway  to  Tanfield  and  Masham ; many  times 


have  I walked  from  Ripon,  fished,  all  day,  and 
tramped  back  again  after  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening  with  my  pannier  full  to  the  lid. 

Another  well-known  Ripon  angler  was  an 
umbrella  maker  named  Lowthcr.  He  was  a good 
all-round  man,  but  seldom  fished  the  fly.  , He 
was  a great  adept  at  “ swimming  the  worm  ” for 
gravling  in  winter,  and  I fancy  I can  see  him 
now,  fishing  his  favourite  bit  of  water,  just  below 
the  point  where  the  Skell  flows  into  the  Yore. 
He  left  Ripon  during  the  time  that  I resided 
there,  and  I often  wonder  if  he  is  still  in  the 
land  of  the  living. 

Such  memories  as  these  constitute  to  a great 
extent  the  charm  of  our  beloved  sport.  The 
traducers  of  angling  cannot  understand  how  it  is 
when  a couple  of  fishermen  come  together  that 
they  can  find  subject-matter  for  hours  of  earnest 
conversation,  or  how  so  much  interest  can  be 
evoked  from  the  turning  over  of  the  leaves  of  an 
old  fly-book.  But  everything  in  that  weather- 
beaten looking  volume  reminds  one  of  some 
incident  or  other,  and  the  mere  sight  of  a ragged 
fly  or  a tarnished  artificial  bait  brings  to  your 
mind  the  struggle  you  had  many  years  ago  with 
some  exceptionally  heavy  fish.  If  the  pleasures 
of  angling  began  and  ended  with  mere  slaughter, 
there  would  be  a termination  of  the  sport  to- 
morrow. If  a man  is  what  I call  a born  angler, 
viz.,  one  who  never  grows  weary  or  impatient, 
whether  sport  be  good  or  bad,  ignores  the  discom- 
forts of  the  weather,  and  is  willing  to  put  up  with 
any  inconvenience  to  insure  a day’s  fishing,  I say 
that  man  is  also  a lover  of  nature.  To  him  the 
riverside  is  an  open  book,  and  in  every  yard  of 
ground  that  he  travels  over  there  is  sure  to  be 
something  to  attract  his  attention  and  interest 
him. 

But  my  reverie  is  at  an  end,  for  I hear  the 
patter  of  little  feet,  and  my  room  door  is  thrown 
open  by  a little  fairy,  with  dancing  eyes  and 
flushed  cheeks,  who  begs  of  me  to  come  and 
inspect  the  Christmas  tree  that  mother  and 
sisters  are  decorating  upstairs. 


THE  PIKER’S  PLAINT. 


Whence  the  scud  dips  down  on  the  boiling  crest 
Of  the  wild  Atlantic  wave, 

The  Western  wind  with  a rollicking  zest 
With  a bustle  comes,  free  and  brave. 

Oh ! it’s  not  for  me 

To  be  rollicking  and  free — 

I’m  down  with  influenza. 

He  tussles  with  the  trees,  and  keenly  rives 
The  brilliant  sunlit  air  ; 

And  skurrying  down  to  the  water  drives 
The  pike  from  his  watery  lair. 

Oh  ! I’m  not  there 
On  a day  so  fair — 

I’m  down  with  influenza. 

Over  by  the  rushes  is  a nice  deep  place 
Just  forty  yards  away. 

So  cast  out  the  snap  with  a lively  dace ; 

And  let  him  pirouette  and  play. 

Oh ! I can’t  go, 

A bait  to  throw — 

I’m  down  with  influenza. 

Then  jactitates  the  float,  and  the  float  is  gone  ! 

The  heart  gives  a joyful  leap. 

One ! Two  ! Three ! and  a strike  for  one 
More  monster  of  the  liquid  deep. 

Oh  ! I can’t  leap 
From  the  bed  I keep— 

I’m  down  with  influenza. 

Brace  up,  stand  firm,  and  haul  him  in, 

To  the  music  of  the  reel. 

He’s  turned ! and  now  he’s  off  on  a spin ! 

Back  ! back  ! and  his  doom  we’ll  seal. 

My  head  just  feels 
Like  forty  reels — 

Now  I have  influenza. 

Swirling,  reeling,  we’ve  got  him  level, 

His  jaws  clench’d  on  the  cast ; 

And  now  he  shakes  his  gills  like  a devil 
Hurrah  ! he’s  gaffed  at  last. 

Alas  ! ’tis  only  fantasy. 

I cannot  go  a-fishing  ; 

’Tis  saddening  a man  to  see, 

Who  only  can  be  wishing. 

Then  pity  one  in  this  restraint, 

And  bear  with  the  poor  piker’s  plaint. 

The  I’Prywar. 
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THE  LATE  CZAR’S  FISHING  HOUSE  IN 
FINLAND. 

By  “ The  Baron.” 

“ The  King  can  do  no  wrong,”  is  a generally  accepted  maxim 
everyone  must  admit,  though  as  to  the  absolute  truth  of  the 
assertion,  that  is  not  a matter  about  which  it  is  here  my  intention 
to  discuss ; no  sooner  does  some  Wearer  of  the  Purple  pass  from 
mundane  existence  than  not  only  our  own,  but  also  almost  every 
other,  mediums  of  conveying  information  to  the  public  extol  the 
virtues  but  never  mention  the  vices,  if  they  exist,  of  the  deceased 
monarch  ; during  life  truths  and  slanders  are  bandied  about,  but, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  little  that  is  absolutely  true  of  the  inner  life 
of  any  Sovereign  is  really  generally  known. 

This  I suppose  cannot  be  more  certainly  affirmed  than  with 
regard  to  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias  who  has  just  passed 
away,  and  of  whose  life,  as  a natural  consequence,  so  much  has 
appeared  in  our  periodicals. 

It  is  not  my  wish  to  touch  on  the  public  life  of  the  late  Czar, 
Alexander  Alexandrovitch,  but  with  all  due  deference  and  all 
courteous  respect  to  penetrate  a little  into  the  inner  life  of  one 
whose  fate  it  was  to  sway  the  minds  of  over  100,000,000  of  his 
fellow  men. 

In  January  of  the  present  year  I happened  to  be  in  St.  Peters- 
burg at  a time  when  the  late  Cz  ir  was  supposed  to  be  suffering 
from  influenza;  even  then  friends  of  my  own,  men  in  a position  to 
know  somewhat  of  the  truth,  darkly  hinted  that  something  of  a 
more  serious  character  was  the  case. 

How  impressive  it  was  to  me  to  wander  into  the  various 
churches,  St.  Isaac,  The  Kazan,  and  others,  which  at  all  times 
open,  were,  at  the  time  of  which  I am  writing,  more  than 
ordinarily  filled  by  worshippers  all  desirous  of  offering  up  their 
prayers  for  their  ailing  ruler.  As  I walk  along  the  principal 
street  of  the  city,  the  Newsky  Prospect,  before  me  perhaps  strides 
a Russian  officer  in  grey  cloth  coat — watch  how  the  privates  of 
every  regiment  in  their  miserable  uniforms  who  swarm  the  street 
abjectly  salute — in  the  roadway  the  universal  drosky  (cab)  passes 
slowly  along  in  line  by  the  kerbs,  while  the  centre  of  the  road  is 
reserved  almost  exclusively  for  the  dashing  equipages  of  the 
rich ; but  what  a different  aspect  appears  as  I leave  the  street 
and  turn  into  say  the  church  of  The  Kazan,  with  its  roofs  sup- 
ported by  the  fifty-six  gigantic  monoliths  of  Finland  granite, 
transported  from  that  country  by  Peter  the  Great.  Entering  I 
turn  a little  to  the  left,  and  there  see  the  same  people  of  all 
degrees  whom  I saw  in  the  street,  but  how  different  their 
attitudes  ; no  private  salutes  bis  officer,  no  occupant  of  a humble 
drosky  makes  way  for  the  more  opulent  owner  of  a splendid 
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carriage,  but  all  on  bonded  knees  and  with  bowed 
bends  offer  thoir  prayers;  and  one  by  ono  in  turn, 
rich  and  poor,  poor  or  rich,  in  rovoronco  kiss  the 
Holy  Icon,  surrounded  by  lighted  tapers,  blazing 
with  lustrous  jewols,  the  sweot  face  of  “ Notre 
Dame  do  Kazan.” 

What  tho  sight  thoro  must  have  boon  during 
the  lato  illness  1 can  well  irnagino. 

But  though  I know  most  of  tho  “Imperial 
residences”  of  the  Continent,  as  many  others  do 
also,  1 want  to  write  a few  linos  I iiopo  of  interest 
about  ono  known  to  very  few. 

1 must  leave  St.  Petersburg  to  reach  it  either 
by  rail  or  steamer,  and  the  latter  is  preferable, 
passing  along  tho  south  coast  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Finland,  which  is,  as  everybody  knows, 
a dependency  of  Russia,  the  steamer  arrives  after 
some  hours  at  a town  which  is  celebrated  as 
being  one  of  the  most  important  centres  of  the 
timber  industry  of  Finland.  Leaving  the 
steamer  I cross  by  a small  boat  to  an  island, 
where  lives  a friend  of  mine,  and  on  which  is  also 
situated  ono  of  the  largest  sawing-mills  of  the 
district,  which  converts,  working  night  and  day, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  logs  into  the  deals,  &c., 
for  continental  markets.  Although  of  great 
interest  I cannot  afford  time  to  explain  all  the 
operations,  my  only  object  is  to  borrow  a steam 
launch  to  visit  an  “Imperial  residence.”  How 
readily  my  request  is  granted  I need  hardly  say, 
but  the  idea  of  departing  at  once  is  impossible, 
neither  my  kind  host  nor  his  charming  wife  will 
hear  of  such  a thing  ; to  stop  and  dine  is  impera- 
tive and,  in  fact,  compulsory,  for  how  to  get  off 
the  island  without  their  assistance  passes  my 
comprehension  and  ability ; stay  I must,  and  I 
admit  most  willingly,  it  is  a year  since  I have 
been  there — mutual  friends  are  to  be  inquired 
after,  and  many  matters  discussed. 

Dinner  (an  early  meal  here)  is  over,  and  the 
launch  lies  ready  at  the  landing-stage,  but  that  no 
detail  of  the  proposed  excursion  should  be  missed, 
my  friend,  although  I fear  at  some  inconvenience  to 
himself,  determines  to  accompany  me.  Swiftly 
the  little  launch  passes  through  the  tranquil 
waters  of  this  inlet  of  the  Baltic.  On  the  left 
lies  the  town,  and  left  and  right  many  other 
mills  all  engaged  producing,  night  and  day,  their 
everlasting  supplies  of  sawn  timber.  A little 
further  and  on  the  right  we  pass  immense  stores 
of  floating  logs,  which  busy  machines  are  lifting 
from  the  water  to  be  placed  on  land  for  winter 
consumption' before  the  icy  hand  of  winter  Can 
grip  them  in  his  grasp.  Many  of  these  logs  have 
taken  two  years  to  travel  from  the  forests  where 
they  were  grown  to  their  destination.  Right 
ahead  lies  what  , appears  to  be  an  impenetrable 
barrier  of  granite  rock,  but  our  steersman  deftly 
steering  his  boat,  passes  through  a passage 
hardly  broad  enough  to  admit  the  launch,  which 
leads  into  another  inlet  from  the  Baltic,  almost 
quadrilateral  and  some  thousands  of  acres  in 
extent ; away  to  the  right  is  our  direct  road,  but 
although  the  water  is  as  tranquil  as  a looking- 
glass,  so  still  as  distinctly  to  reflect  the  pine 
forests  on  the  surrounding  land,  our  course  is 
direct  towards  the  centre  of  the  lake  where  a 
solitary  mark,  a small  stick  surmounted  by  a 
broom,  marks  the  passage ; for  here,  as  is  common 
all  round  the  coast  of  Finland,  stubborn  rocks, 
some  small,  some  large,  some  rising  high  above 
the  water  levelj  and;  pine  clad,  some  only  a few 
feet  below  the  surface,  obstruct  free  navigation, 
and  woe  to  the  boat,  however  strong,  that  strikes 
tbem ; unyielding,  they  inflict  a terrible  blow, 
and  all  around  is  deep  water. 

The  mark  passed,  the  launch  is  turned  to  the 
right  where  an  opening  in  the  pine  woods  shows 
the  entrance  of  a river,  for  which  we  make ; on 
the  right  hand  a precipitous  wall  of  granite,  but 
although  the  river  is  apparently  broad  the  actual 
channel  is  so  narrow  that  we  can  touch  the  wall 
as  we  pass.  In  the  distance  right  ahead  we  can 
f-ee  the  river  falling  in  a torrent  through 
impeding  rocks,  and  quietly  nestled  in  the 
surrounding  forest  lies  the  “Imperial  residence.” 

T have  seen  the  most  celebrated  of  the  palaces 
of  Europe,  but  when  this  one  was  pointed  out  to 
mo,  1 must  own  that  I failed,  as  I fear  the  reader 
will  from  the  photograph,  to  distinguish  it; 
nestled  among  the  trees,  to  protect  it  from  the 
almost  tropical  heat  which  during  the  summer 
1 < re  often  obtains,  only  tho  white  flagstaff  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  picture  marks  its  position. 

Steaming  ahead  through  a tortuous  course 


marked  on  one  side  by  red  buoys  and  on  tho 
other  white,  we  make  headway  against  a steady 
current,  often  having  to  slacken  speed  to  steer 
between  the  marks.  As  we  pass  along  a peasant 
rowing  a boat  attracts  my  attention  ; dipping  his 
sculls  so  quickly  as  scarcely  to  raise  a ripple,  he 
holds  in  hie  mouth  his  fishing  line,  baited  with 
worm,  which  trails  after  tho  boat.  His  is  the 
native  method  of  catching  bream  which  here 
abound,  and  are  of  good  size.  Two  he  catches 
while  I can  follow  him  with  my  glasses,  both 
good-sized  fish,  and  I long  to  try  our  scientific 
methods  of  securing  a day’s  sport ; perhaps  the 
hope  will  be  realised  on  a future  occasion,  and  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  let  you  know  the  result. 

Just  under  the  falls  a small  pier  projects  into 
the  water,  and  making  fast  the  launch  we  step 
on  shore,  and  passing  through  a small  gate  are 
arrived  at  our  destination. 

Following  a path  through  the  wood  for  some 
few  hundred  yards,  and  crossing  on  our  way  one 
or  two  small  streams  purling  through  granite 
boulders,  we  come  to  a more  open  space,  and  before 
us  lies  a house  which  from  its  extreme  simplicity 
might  be  taken  to  be  a peasant’s  cottage.  Made 
in  exactly  the  same  manner  of  roughly-squared 
logs  laid  one  over  the  other,  the  only  sign 
denoting  its  superior  quality  is  the  fact  that  the 
logs  are  more  uniform  in  size  than  usual,  and 
instead  of  being  rough  and  darkened  by  exposure 
to  the  weather  or  painted  red,  the  general 
colour,  they  are  highly  varnished. 

The  total  space  covered  by  the  building  is  75ft. 
by  33ft.,  but  [the  roof  is  so  arranged  that  it 
covers  also  a verandah  about  12ft.  Broad,  which 
fronts  the  house  from  end  to  end  on  the  side 
facing  the  water. 

A few  steps  to  ascend  and  we  reach  the  level 
of  the  ground  floor  of  thfe  house,  on  the  verandah 
from  which  on  the  left  through  the  trees  are 
seen  charming  glimpses  of  the  river.  On  the 
right  is  a door  which  leads  into  an  entrance  hall 
most  plainly  furnished,  on  the  right  again  of  which 
is  a small  room  in  front,  and  behind,  a kitchen. 
Turning  to  the  left  we  pass  through  a door  into  the 
principal  room  of  the  building,  which  occupies  half 
the, ground  floor  space,  and  is  roughly  33ft.  square, 
and  from  which  behind  the  entrance  hall  opens 
out  another  small  sitting  room,  the  appointments 
of  which,  as  well  as  those  of  the  other  room  before 
mentioned,  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to,  except 
that  they  are  extremely  plain. 

The  principal  room  to  which  I have  referred 
strikes  one  at  once  by  its  almost  rugged  bareness  ; 
save  the  curtains  hanging  at  the  windows,  there 
are  no  decorations,  no  comfortable  cushions  or 
luxurious  lounges  ; tables  there  are  and  stools 
and  chairs,  but  all  of  bare  wood  of  the  plainest 
description  made  of  the  woods  of  the  country, 
pine  for  the  tables  and  stools,  birch  for  chairs, 
but  of  the  most  exquisite  cleanness.  In  the 
right-hand  corner  is  a corner  cupboard,  holding 
glass  and  crockery  of  the  simplest  description, 
bearing  only  the  arms  of  the  Duchy  of  Finland, 
a shield  with  a lion  rampant,  while  in  the  corner 
on  the  left  are  simply  a few  bare  chairs  and  an 
occasional  table. 

In  the  centre  of  the  room  stand  two  long 
tables  side  by  side  with  four  stools,  well  made, 
but  as  plain  as  possible,  in  fact,  as  I have  said, 
extreme  simplicity  characterises  the  whole. 

Facing  about,  behind  the  door  by  which  we 
enter,  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic  features  of 
the  whole  apartment,  the  gigantic  white  granite 
stove  of  immense  value,  for  pure  white  granite  is 
seldom  to  be  obtained,  although  practically  the 
whole  of  the  country  of  Finland  is  granite,  yet 
the  colour  is  generally  grey  or  red. 

Mural  decorations  there  are  none,  the  inner 
walls  of  the  whole  building  being  only  the  plain 
sides  of  the  pine  logs  of  which  the  house  is 
constructed. 

Returning  into  the  hall,  a small  door  on  the 
left  facing  theentrance  door  leads  to  a very  narrow 
staircase,  hardly  broad  enough  for  a burly  man 
to  pass,  and  at  the  top  we  step  into  a long  passage 
reaching  from  end  to  end  of  the  house,  and  lighted 
at  either  end  by  windows,  whilo  on  either  hand 
doors  open  into  sundry  bedrooms.  Tho  same 
plainness  which  characterises  the  rooms  below  is 
here  observed,  all  the  rooms  have  sloping  ceilings, 
being  in  fact  immediately  under  the  principal 
roof.  The  furniture  is  as  plain  as  possible,  all 
the  chairs,  &c.,  being  of  plain  pine,  whilo  tho 
bedsteads  aro  of  simple  iron.  Ono  room  is 


distinguished  above  the  others  by  having  on  the 
side  opposite  the  beds  two  long  lounges  covered 
with  mattresses  and  cushions;  this  is  the  room 
reserved  for  the  owner  of  the  house  and  his  wife. 

One  thing  is  particularly  to  be  noticed,  under 
each  window  is  a folding  ladder  of  iron  to  be 
used  as  a means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  which 
only  too  frequently  happens  in  houses  built  of  such 
inflammable  materials. 

The  marked  simplicity  of  the  whole  affair 
prevents  an  elaborate  description,  but  it  was 
here  that  the  lately  deceased  Czar,  his  wife  and 
family,  spent  what  we  can  well  believe  to  be  some 
of  the  happiest  hours  of  their  existence,  free  as 
possible  from  the  cares  of  State,  and  free  also, 
let  us  hope,  from  the  anxieties  regarding  those 
enemies  to  their  peace  who  had  in  preceding 
years  so  ruthlessly  pursued  their  ancestors. 

Historians  may  write  as  they  will  of  the  life  of 
the  Czar,  but  there  in  a quiet  wood  on  the  borders 
of  a beautiful  river  stands  the  convincing 
evidence  of  the  simplicity  of  his  private  habits. 

When  first  I scribbled  the  few  preceding  lines 
I had  intended  to  have  enlarged  on  the  piscatorial 
aspects  of  the  place,  and  given  a truthful  account 
of  the  curious  means  taken  to  insure  that  the 
Czar  should  always  be  successful  in  the  sport  of 
salmon  fishing,  but  as  this  was  chiefly  done  by 
means  of  nets,  details  are  unnecessary. 


THAMES  SKETCHES. 

By  “Tempo.” 

GREAT  MARLOW. 

Winter  does  not  destroy  the  charms  of  Great 
Marlow,  and  although  the  trees  are  now  stripped 
of  their  leaves,  and  the  flowers  have  faded  away, 
Old  Father  Thames  flows  merrily  along,  still 
bidding  welcome  to  anglers  one  and  all.  Each 
Christmas  morn  the  picturesque  bridge  stands 
out  in  bold  relief  against  the  dark  clusters  of 
distant  trees  and  the  surrounding  hills.  The 
stream,  which  only  a few  weeks  ago  furnished 
practical  evidence  of  its  mighty  power,  swelling 
in  volume  every  moment  until  its  banks  were 
overflowed,  has  not  yet  assumed  its  natural 
serenity,  but  is  still  almost  at  flood.  The  weir’s 
distant  roar  brightens  the  hearts  of  men,  because 
it  is  full  of  life  and  spirit ; even  the  froth  dances 
with  gladness,  and  the  water  itself  sparkles  with 
light  in  the  morning  sun.  At  Marlow  hills 
shelter  the  angler  from  bleak  winds,  and  most 
coarse  fish  are  now  in  their  primest  condition. 
The  water  in  this  district  is  well  stocked,  and 
those  who  visit  it  should  not  miss  an  opportunity 
of  fishing.  It  was  here,  last  December,  I had 
excellent  sport  with  jack,  having  seven  runs  in 
considerably  less  than  an  hour.  Fix  the  punt 
under  the  shelter  of  Quarry  Woods,  and  cast  the 
bait — a small  dace  for  preference — into  the  centre 
of  the  little  bay.  Pike,  aye,  and  large  ones 
too,  lie  in  wait  here  for  smaller  fish,  which  come 
into  the  eddy  at  the  edge  of  the  main  stream.  If 
you  are  fortunate  enough  to  hook  a large  fish, 
keep  him  well  up  off  the  bottom,  because  it  is 
foul  with  lily  roots.  It  is,  in  fact,  a veritable 
harbour  of  refuge  for  a hooked  fish,  and  if  one 
hook  of  the  triangle  gets  fixed  into  a root  your 
fish  is  gone,  and  tackle  too,  unless  you  can 
manage  to  remove  the  sunken  foundation  of 
summer  glory.  Passing  on,  try  the  jack  at  the 
tail  of  the  islands  below.  These  eddies  usually 
hold  a fish  or  two,  and  even  in  depth  of  winter 
sometimes  a few  reeds  remain,  giving  a cue  to 
the  angler  in  search  of  sport.  Then,  the  high 
banks  further  down  shelter  chub,  which  can 
be  taken  with  pith  and  brains ; and  on]  the 
towing-path  side  the  boughs  should  be  given  a 
trial,  paternostering  for  jack.  Bourne  End  is 
thus  reached,  and  we  pass  out  of  the  district  of 
Great  Marlow.  If  this  stretch  of  water  be  fished, 
a day  will  be  well  spent ; but  if  any  spare  time 
is  left  the  angler  should  make  another  call  at  the 
bay  at  the  end  of  the  lock  cutting.  Roach  are 
taken  in  soveral  places,  so  that  if  the  jack  or  chub 
for  once  in  a way  are  not  to  be  tempted,  there  is 
no  need  to  have  an  entirely  blank  outing. 

WINDSOR. 

I have  usually  found  Windsor  on  a winter  day 
exceptionally  bleak,  thero  being  little  or  no 
shelter  from  tho  wind.  Tho  stream  is  generally 
hoavy  and  tipped  with  little  waves,  which  reminds 
one  of  fishing  on  large  lakes.  Tho  railway 
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bridge  which  spans  the  river  is  an  ugly  structure, 
which  completely  destroys  the  charm  of  the 
upper  water.  The  angler  with  an  eye  for  the 
artistic,  will  probably  be  offended  with  the  view  ; 
shorn  of  its  summer  foliage,  the  higher  stretches 
of  the  Royal  Borough  is  not  enchanting.  But 
nevertheless  the  water  affords  sport.  At  Clewer 
Point,  for  instance,  there  is  a large  eddy,  which 
has  yielded  many  a specimen  fish,  but  it  requires 
a practiced  hand  to  successfully  fish  there  either 
for  jack  or  roach.  Below  the  weir  the  scenery 
improves  somewhat,  and  some  good  chub  have 
recently  been  taken  from  the  weir  stream.  Roach 
are  to  be  found  in  the  lock  cutting,  where  the 
water  is  sheltered  by  a high  bank.  The  angler 
will  not  meet  with  many  difficulties  here  in  the 
winter,  although  he  is  constantly  disturbed  by 
boats  and  launches  when  the  Thames  is  clothed 
in  summer  garb.  Further  down  the  stream 
is  Black  Potts,  an  excellent  name  for  a 
dismal  corner.  It  gained  notoriety  some 
years  ago  through  a 251b.  pike  being  caught 
there,  but  I believe  this  was  in  the  backwater, 
which  is  now  fenced  off  at  the  lower  end.  Further 
on  lies  the  Royal  park.  Stately  trees  with  huge 
spreading  arms  almost  hide  from  sight  the  castle 
wherein  so  many  of  our  Royal  family  have  lived 
and  died.  The  park  is  particularly  ancient  and 
historical,  and  writers  in  prose  and  poetry  have 
given  interesting  details  concerning  it.  I have 
seen  it  covered  with  a mantle  of  snow.  It  is 
then  very  picturesque,  but  the  angler’s  feelings 
at  such  a time  may  better  be  imagined  than 
described.  Generally  he  has  no  feelings,  they 
have  been  nipped  in  the  bud,  as  it  were,  by  Jack 
Frost,  only  to  be  resuscitated  by  an  exciting 
struggle  with  a large  fish,  or  stimulated  with  a 
draught  of  “ good  cheer  ” — of  the  Scottish  blend. 
How  the  professional  fisherman  can — and  he 
apparently  does — enjoy  passing  his  hands  along 
a dripping  wet  punt-pole  on  such  days  as  these  is 
almost  past  understanding.  He  no  doubt  keeps 
his  body  warm,  and  perhaps  occasionally  feels  a 
kind  of  pity  for  the  frozen  footed  and  benumbed 
angler  quietly  perched  on  the  proverbial  wooden 
chair.  My  last  experience  of  winter  fishing  on 
this  stretch  of  water  was  one  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. Bitterly  cold  it  was,  with  snow  drifts  on 
the  banks,  and  plenty  of  sleet  falling.  The  wind, 
which  was  northerly,  was  blowing  “ great  guns  ” 
— one  gust  of  which  nearly  shot  one  of  the  chairs 
out  of  the  punt — and  as  the  sleet  fell  it  seemed  to 
strike  hard  on  the  hands  and  face.  The  stream 
was  running  rapidly,  and  it  looked  altogether 
the  worst  possible  day  for  fishing.  Certainly  it 
felt  the  worst,  but  by  carefully  fishing  well  in 
under  the  boughs,  and  passing  on  from  one  to  the 
other,  I managed  toobtain  excellent  sport  amongst 
the  roach.  A few  broken  bits  of  ground  bait  was 
first  thrown  into  an  eddy,  and  after  a few  fish 
had  been  taken  from  one  spot  a move  was  made 
to  another.  It  was  only  the  sport  which  kept  us 
alive.  By  “ us  ” I mean  the  professional  fisher- 
man and  myself.  He  was  an  artful  man,  he  was, 
where  he  had  had  good  sport  on  one  occasion  he 
cut  a small  twig  off  the  boughs,  and  called  again 
next  time  he  passed  that  way.  I do  not  approve 
of  bough-cutting,  but  in  the  winter  time  such 
little  depredations  are  not  of  much  account. 
Furthermore  it  enabled  the  fisherman  to  obtain 
sport  for  his  patrons,  and  obtained  for  the  former 
his  bread  and  cheese.  We  “ shot  ” Old  Windsor 
Weir,  an  experience  something  like  going  down 
the  “chutes,”  and  found  the  stream  below  too 
strong  to  fish  until  we  had  passed  the  lock.  A 
few  more  fish  were  taken  before  we  reached  Bell 
Weir,  where  two  buxom  dames,  despite  the  cold 
weather,  gave  the  fisherman  a warm  welcome. 

KINGSTON. 

Kingston  is  one  of  those  places  on  the  Thames 
which  is  much  patronised  in  consequence  of  its 
close  proximity  to  London.  Bank  anglers  in- 
numerable visit  Kingston  bend,  and  very  often 
obtain  plenty  of  sport.  The  excellent  promenade 
is  a “ boon  and  a blessing  ” to  anglers,  because 
they  are  allowed  to  fish  therefrom,  whilst  the 
promenade  at  Surbiton  is  a bugbear,  because 
this  privilege  is  withheld.  Public  money  having 
purchased  and  provided  the  latter  promenade, 
one  would  incline  to  the  belief  that  one  might  do 
as  they  wished  with  their  own,  but  for  some 
obscure  reason  angling  is  not  allowed,  though  no 
notice  board  is  there  to  warn  the  unwary.  The 
bank  angler  has  not  yet  shown  himself  any  less  a 


respecter  of  privileges  than  the  ordinary  public. 
The  latter  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
sport  to  be  obtained  from  Kingston  bend — now 
known  as  Oanbury  Promenade — and  the  fisher- 
men themselves  take  a pride  in  keeping  their 
tackle  and  other  impedimenta  as  tidy  as  possible. 
“ I like  to  fish  there,”  said  a working  man  the 
other  day,  “because  it  is  so  clean.”  I do  not 
believe  that  Surbiton  would  suffer  by  allowing 
anglers  to  fish  from  the  promenade.  In  the  winter 
it  is  generally  deserted,  and  in  the  summer  it  is  a 
pleasant  walk,  and  so  is  Canbury  Promenade. 
Why  there  should  be  such  small  mindedness  and 
bigotry  by  the  local  authorities  respecting  anglers 
fishing  from  the  former  is  past  understanding. 
On  the  opposite  shore  there  is  certainly  good 
scope  for  the  efforts  of  bank  anglers,  especially 
those  who  fish  for  roach  and  bream  ; but  the  sport 
to  be  obtained  from  Canbury  Promenade  attracts 
the  greatest  number  of  fishermen.  Those  who 
fish  from  punts  or  boats  usually  give  the  jack 
and  perch  a trial  along  by  the  waterworks  wall 
above  Surbiton.  Bream  are  obtained  from 
Townsend  Hole,  and  roach  near  the  Kingston 
Brewery.  There  are  a large  number  of  small 
jack  in  the  stretch  of  water  between  the  railway 
bridge  and  Teddington  Lock,  but  more  par- 
ticularly above  Tateham’s  Island.  Mr.  D.Hayer, 
a member  of  the  recently  formed  Kingston  Pisca- 
torial Society,  has  fished  the  water  for  about 
twenty-five  years,  and  has  taken  a large  number 
of  jack  close  to  the  island,  from  which  it  may  be 
well  to  mention  no  one  is  allowed  to  fish.  If  an 
easterly  wind  be  blowing  it  is  not  a good  stretch 
of  the  Thames  to  fish,  because  the  whole  length 
of  it  is  exposed.  In  fact,  the  best  shelter  to  be 
obtained  when  the  wind  is  in  that  direction  is  at 
Thames  Ditton,  the  river  here  taking  a westerly 
direction. 


A WORD  FOR  SEA  ANGLERS. 


In  the  1891  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  I recollect  reading  a very  humble  contri- 
bution, from  a writer  who  shall  be  nameless,  on 
“ The  Ethics  of  Sea  Fishing.”  The  three  years 
that  have  passed  over  our  heads  since  that 
article  was  written  and  regretted  have  left  the 
sport,  however,  in  a very  different  position ; and 
its  constant  supporters  must  find  matter  for 
congratulation  in  the  strides  it  has  made  of  late 
in  popular  estimation. 

They  need  no  longer  advocate  its  pursuit  diffi- 
dently as  a faute  de  mieux  in  the  close  season.  It 
has  made  many  a convert  to  the  rod  from  amongst 
those  who  never  succumbed  to  the  allurements  of 
fishing  in  river  or  lake.  Many  of  those  whose 
exchequers  imposed  a salmon  close  season  of 
twelve  months  per  annum,  were  attracted  by  the 
mere  cheapness  of  sport  in  salt-water ; but  they 
have  found  other  attractions  in  legion.  Parties 
of  sea  anglers  leave  town  almost  every  week,  and 
their  catches  are  regularly  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Anglers  of  every  denomination 
meet  here  on  common  water,  indulging  in  a 
sport  which  is  beyond  the  reach  or  beyond  the 
taste  of  few. 

How  many  overwrought  professional  men, 
legal  and  medical,  speed  away  each  August  to 
the  iron-bound  Land’s  End  and  forget  their 
briefs  and  their  patients  among  the  sharks  and 
pollack  and  pilchards. 

The  establishment  of  an  organised  society  of 
amateur  sea  fishermen,  about  which  I shall,  for 
obvious  reasons,  say  very  little,  inaugurated 
early  in  1893  a new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
sport,  for  although  it  was  never  intended  by  even 
the  more  ambitious  among  its  promoters  to 
introduce  much  of  the  social  element,  yet  an 
occasional  dinner  and  somewhat  more  frequent 
meetings  at  the  coast  have  naturally  tended  to 
bring  amateurs  together  from  all  parts,  and  to 
suggest  an  interchange  of  views  necessarily 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  all. 

In  a very  few  weeks  now  I shall  have  to  resign 
all  active  connection  with  the  working  of  the 
society  with  which  people  have  been  good  enough 
to  couple  my  name ; but  at  least  I am  satisfied 
at  leaving  it  in  good  hands  and  on  the  high  road 
to  prosperity.  But  this  is  not  an  after-dinner 
speech ! 

Let  us  get  back  to  our  moutons,  not  those  by 
the  way  that  a tyro  caught  from  a pier — in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  (Nov.  17) ! But  even  in  its 


present  condition  of  increasing  favour,  there  are 
one  or  two  mistakes  which  still  find  currency, 
and  which  are  so  apt  to  deceive  the  novice,  that 
I shall  not  offer  any  apology  for  mentioning  them. 

In  the  first  place,  people  who  have  never  tried 
it,  as  well  as  those  who  have  tried  and  signally 
failed,  are  fond  of  writing  of  the  laziness  with 
which  all  manner  of  sea  fish  may  be  caught. 

Of  course,  those  of  us  who  have  done  much 
sea-fishing  know  what  nonsense  this  is,  but  the 
new  hand  is  apt  to  be  seriously  prejudiced  against 
a sport  that  promises  no  trial  for  his  science  and 
skill.  The  germ  of  this  erroneous  notion  of  course 
lies  in  the  superstition — it  is  nothing  more — that 
all  sea  fish  are  carrion-feeders,  cannibals,  omni- 
vorous. A vegetarian  writer  of  some  celebrity 
circulated  this  notion  not  long  since  in  an  evening 
paper,  but,  although  inviting  public  criticism  of 
his  remarks,  he  has  been  unwilling,  or  unable,  to 
reply  to  it. 

Of  course,  if  sea  fish  will  eat  anything,  all  the 
careful  principles  by  which  sea-anglers  are  usually 
guided  are  so  much  charlatanism,  and  books  pro- 
fessing to  explain  them  are  superfluities  or  some- 
thing worse. 

Any  tackle  will  do  at  any  season,  and  any  piece 
of  bait  may  be  flung  out  anywhere  with  a certain 
chance  of  catching  something  in  the  way  of  fish. 
Such  criticism  of  the  sport  is  its  own  refutation 
when  expressed  in  plain  English. 

Others  imagine  that  the  various  species  of  fish 
roam  promiscuously  over  the  sea-bed,  taking  up 
their  quarters  in  a happy  family  fashion  among  the 
deep  rock  pools,  on  the  sand,  or  amid  the  shifting 
gravel.  Having  with  the  utmost  circumspection 
followed  out  the  instructions  of  some  writer  or 
other  in  the  matter  of  tackle  and  baits,  they  hire 
a boat  and  row  comfortably  out  to  sea  a mile  or 
so,  and  let  go  the  anchor.  Then  someone  else, 
returning  an  hour  later  from  the  fishing-grounds 
with  a full  basket,  passes  them  angling  benignly 
for  pollack  on  a dabbing  ground,  or,  worse  still, 
feeding  the  prawns  and  wrasse  of  the  rock  pools 
with  small  pieces  of  lugworm,  and  wondering 
how  long  it  may  be  ere  they  manage  to  cast  their 
lines  and  hooks  in  pleasant  plaices. 

The  boatman,  too,  is  an  important  factor  in 
the  day’s  doings,  and  his  patrons  are  always 
making  one  of  two  great  mistakes — trusting  him 
too  much  or  too  little. 

The  exact  degree  of  confidence  which  should  be 
reposed  in  the  gentleman  is  only  learnt  after  much 
experience  of  his  idiosyncracies ; at  most  fashion- 
able watering-places  within  a few  hours  of  town 
I would  trust  my  man  about  as  far  as  the 
length  of  the  boat ; but  down  in  Cornwall  he  is 
absolutely  trustworthy.  I am  not  insinuating 
that  one  is  in  any  danger  of  violence  or  robbery, 
for  even  if  there  were  any  inclination  to  freaks  of 
this  kind  I suppose  that  every  fisherman,  if  he  * 
can  swim  and  manage  a boat  to  some  extent,  is  a 
match  for  any  other. 

But  I refer  to  their  tricks  with  the  fishing — 
laziness,  and  general  way  of  shirking  such  little 
extra  trouble  as  shifting  one’s  ground  till  the 
fish  are  met  with. 

If  the  amateur  knows  what  he  is  about  he 
should  be  firm,  order  what  he  wants,  and  insist 
on  its  being  carried  out  at  once.  If  he  does  not 
he  had  far  better  submit,  and  try  and  secure  the 
services  of  a more  desirable  pioneer  next  time. 

Something  depends  on  the  arrangement  made 
with  regard  to  the  ownership  of  the  fish 
Personally,  with  an  eye  to  the  foibles  of  human 
nature,  wliich  vary  but  little  in  the  boatman  and 
his  fare  (I  am  speaking,  please  observe,  for  my- 
self), I always  insist  on  the  man  taking  them  all 
as  a perquisite,  for  I have  invariably  noticed 
that  1 have  by  a curious  coincidence  made  far 
better  catches  in  this  way  than  when  some 
friend  sharing  the  boat  has  insisted  on  keeping 
his  own  catch. 

The  increase  in  the  ranks  of  amateur  sea- 
fishermen  is  meeting  with  recognition  on  every 
side.  Nowhere  is  this  more  marked  than  in 
the  press;  for  whereas  five  years  ago  it  was 
but  rarely  that  the  topic  was  ever  ventilated 
in  even  those  papers  wholly  or  partly  devoted 
to  angling  readers,  it  is  now  no  uncommon 
thing  to  tind  technical  and  descriptive  accounts 
in  the  daily  and  evening  papers. 

Books  on  the  subject  do  not,  it  is  true,  pour 
in  very  fast ; but  there  is  generally  one  addition 
to  the  shelf  in  each  year,  and  I should  not  be 
surprised  one  of  these  days  to  find  the  Badminton 
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publishers  announcing  a volumo  on  the  subject. 
Nor  have  the  tackle  makers  been  remiss  in 
extending  thoir  stock  to  meet  the  demands  of 
this  now  and  rising  craft;  and,  as  a result,  wo 
aro  confronted  with  various  ingenuities  in  the 
mattor  of  now  top  rings,  chopsticks,  and  pater- 
nosters. 

beads,  too,  are  at  last  being  supplied  in  sizes 
and  shapes  that  will  equip  tho  amateur  for  all 


the  future  development  of  tho  sport  is  only  a 
matter  of  timo. 

Tho  sea  provides  truly  an  endless  fund  of  fish, 
lor  at  one  station  alone  London  amateurs  have 
been  bringing  ashore  1200  and  1500  fish  each 
week.  “Live  and  don’t  let  live”  is  the  rule  in 
the  marine  world,  as  elsewhere ; but  tho  inhabi- 
tants are  so  productive  as  to  baffle  all  internal 
and  external  persecution;  and  if  all  the  world 
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A SIXTY-FOU It-J'OUND  SALMON. 


I iiavk  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  a photograph 
of  the  641b.  salmon  I landed  on  July  20  last  on 
my  river  (the  Narrisen).  I took  it  with  the  spoon. 
'I  he  weight  was  641b.,  English  weight.  The  only 
further  point  ol  interest  about  it  lies  in  the  fact  that 
in  the  morning  I landed  one  of  361b.  which,  with 
this  one  in  the  afternoon,  made  1001b.  in  two  fish. 


m inner  of  fishing,  though  I have  never  yet  come 
across  any  to  equal  those  rigged  up  by  the 
Cornishmen,  which  cast  away  from  the  boat  to  a 
riicoty,  and  place  all  fear  of  a foul  on  the  list  of 
impossibilities. 

Last,  but  not  least,  comes  the  very  welcome 
support  of  tho  railway  companies,  and  this 
perhaps  more  than  anything  else  has  marked  sea 
anglers  oil  as  a distinct  and  recognised  class. 

'This  is  what  has  all  along  been  wanted,  and 


Merthyr  Guest  Esq.,  M.F.H. 

and  his  wife  go  not  sea  angling,  it  need  not  be  for 
lack  of  fish. 

I am  leaving  the  field  now  for  years  to  come, 
and  my  lines  will  henceforth  be  cast  in  very 
different  waters  and  among  schnappers  and  flat- 
heads,  and  my  next  Christmas  pudding  will  be 
oaten  in  midsummer. 

An  revoir,  then,  and  a Merry  Christmas  to  all 
honest  sea  anglors. 

F.  S.  Ai’lalo. 


I cannot  say  exactly  how  long  it  took  to  land 
him,  but  he  fought  hard  and  the  water  was  big. 
One  man,  Peter  Cartland,  gaffed  him,  but  it  took 
two  men  to  land  him. 

He  is  the  “ record  ” fish  of  the  Namsen.  A tradi- 
tion lives  on  the  river  of  one  caught  some  fifty  years 
ago  by  Sir  Hyde  Parker  of  601b.,  and  lives  in  the 
memory  of  Peter  Gartland,  who  considers  this  one 
decidedly  larger.  In  the  photograph  it  is  carriod  by 
his  two  sons,  and  has  a 201b.  fish  hanging  bosido  it. 
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I caught  it  with  a rod  (made  by  McGowan — 
now  dead)  which  I have  used  on  the  Namsen  for 
the  thirty  years  T have  fished  that  river,  during 
the  whole  of  which  time  Peter  G.  has  gaffed  my 
fish  for  me. 

“t  The  weighing  of  this  male  fish  was  witnessed 
by  eleven  different  individuals,  and  during  the 
next  two  days  almost  every  man  in  the  valley 
came  up  to  see  the  great  fish.  The  salmon  was 
4ft.  Sin.  long,  and  measured  2ft.  3in.  round. 

Merthyr  Guest. 


yet  by  no  means  misanthropic,  whose  idea  of 
angling  felicity  may  be  expressed  in  the  following 
essentials,  viz. : Comfortable  quarters  amidcharm- 
ing  scenery,  near  well-stocked  waters  which  afford 
a good  choice  of  swims,  but  minus  the  aggravat- 
ing possibility  that  the  particular  spot  fancied  and 
baited  up  in  anticipation  of  a good  take  may  be 
either  accidentally  or  intentionally  appropriated 
by  one  who  has  made  no  such  preparations.  Such 
delectable  quarters  and  waters  are  not,  it  must  be 
admitted,  as  plentiful  as  blackberries  ; yet  more 


encroached  upon  before  the  whole  of  the  higher 
branches  of  that  famous  river  can  be  traced.  It 
is  on  this  upper  portion  of  the  river,  just  within 
the  border  of  Sussex,  that  the  village  of  Loxwocd 
will  be  found,  and  whore  the  ideal  conditions  of 
scenery  and  accommodation  previously  referred 
to  will  certainly  be  realised  by  brother  anglers 
who  may  choose  to  profit  by  my  experience  there  ; 
and  given  the  exercise  of  average  skill  on  their 
part,  and  favourable  conditions  of  weather,  good 
sport  will  assuredly  not)  be  denied  them.  The 


A GIlb.  Salmon. 


A TURNING  OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN 
TRACK. 


By  Clayr  Kenwal. 

Whilst  many  anglers  still  find  pleasure  in 
monster  competitions,  peg-down  matches,  and 
other  gregarious  methods  of  pursuing  the  sport 
at  well-known  and  much  frequented  resorts,  there 
are  others  of  no  less  true  Waltonian  instincts,  and 


of  them  remain  than  might  be  supposed,  and  the 
one  now  to  be  described  would  appear  to  have 
escaped  even  the  dogged  foraging  propensities  of 
that  peaceful  modern  uhlan,  the  London  club 
angler,  who  unwittingly  “ goes  very  near  it,”  as 
John  Peerybingle  would  say,  every  time  he  makes 
the  journey  to  Pulborough  or  Amberley. 

A map  of  Sussex  will  show  that  the  course  of 
the  Arun  extends  far  northward  of  Pulborough  ; 
indeed,  the  adjoining  county  of  Surrey  has  to  be 


appended  diagram,  showing  tho  relative  positions 
of  the  village,  river,  and  railway,  may  help  to 
simplify  further  directions. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  nearest  railway  station 
to  Loxwood  is  Rudgwiek,  about  three  and  a halt 
miles  distant,  on  a branch  line  running  from 
Horsham  to  Guildford.  One  travels  from  London 
to  Horsham  in  a southerly  direction,  then  chang- 
ing carriages,  Rudgwiek  is  the  second  halting 
place  on  the  branch  above-mentioned,  travelling 
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back  towards  tho  north- west.  (Privilege  ticketH 
to  Rudgwick  Is.  2d.)  This  branch  forms  a por- 
tion of  one  side  of  a largo  irregular  triangle  of 
railway  lines,  having  at  its  oxtromo  points  Guild- 
ford (Surrey)  to  the  north,  Horsham  (Sussex)  to 


the  east,  and  Petersfield  (Hants)  to  the  west, 
comprising  an  unusually  large  tract  of  country 
otherwise  untouched  by  the  iron  horse,  and  sug- 
gesting many  angling  possibilities  as  yet  un- 
revealed. 

Having,  in  imagination,  brought  the  reader  to 
Rudgwick,  the  question  naturally  arises,  how  to 
get  thence  to  Loxwood.  The  road  winds  through 
an  extremely  beautiful  country,  but  is  so  uneven, 
crooked,  and  deficient  in  easily  described  land- 
marks, that  by  far  the  best  course  for  any  intend- 
ing visitor,  encumbered  with  tackle,  &c.,  is  to 
hire  a conveyance  by  writing  beforehand  to  Mr. 
H.  C.  Harris,  Onslow  Arms,  Loxwood,  Sussex, 
stating  the  arrival  time  of  the  train  to  be  met. 
At  this  point  it  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  introduce 
my  readers  to  host  Harris  and  his  able  and 
amiable  spouse,  a young  couple  singularly  well 
fitted  for  their  positions  as  mutual  providers  of 
creature  comforts  for  regular  customers  or 
strangers  within  their  gates ; certainly  it  would 
be  an  unusually  fastidious  angler  who  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  their  ministry  to  his  wants.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  Onslow  Arms  one  morning  in 
September  last,  a pleasant  greeting  was  accorded 
me  by  its  host,  a frank,  stalwart  Briton,  clad  for 
the  nonce  in  cycling  costume,  adopted,  as  he  ex- 
plained, as  being  most  convenient  for  his  many 
outdoor  occupations  in  the  early  portion  of  the 
day.  I had  quickly  noticed  that  the  river  ran 
quite  close  to  the  hostelry,  and  naturally,  in  our 
preliminary  conversation,  my  first  query  was, 
“ What  about  the  fishing  ? ” In  answer,  Mr. 
Harris  at  once  admitted  that  he  was  no  angler, 
but  that  the  few  local  brethren  of  the  craft 
occasionally  made  good  bags  of  bream,  one  fish  of 
51b.  being  the  best  that  had  been  brought  to  his 
notice;  in  hot  weather,  shoals  of  good  fish  were 
to  be  seen ; including  some  large  carp  and  chub, 
but  this  latter  statement  needs  verification,  for 
the  Arun  is  not  by  any  means  a prolific  chub 
river.  He  had  not  heard  of  any  netting  during 
his  tenancy.  At  my  candid  host’s  suggestion 
we  took  a short  stroll  together,  in  order  to 
afford  me  a preliminary  survey  of  the  water 
within  easy  access  of  the  house.  On  quitting 
the  Onslow  Arms  we  turned  to  the  right,  and  a 
walk  of  about  one  hundred  yards  brought  us  to 
the  gate  of  a meadow,  from  which  my  guide 
pointed  out  to  me  a tree-shaded,  lily-fringed 
bend,  the  locally  favoured  bream  haunt,  which 
had  yielded  the  5-pounder  already  referred  to; 
then,  retracing  our  steps,  and  passing  much 
tempting-looking  water,  we  madeour  way  towards 
Brewhurst  Mill,  some  half  mile  distant  from  the 
Onslow  Arms  in  the  opposite  direction.  The 
river  on  our  right  here  presented  at  every  few 


yards  natural  pictures  that  would  arrest  the 
attention  of  any  lover  of  the  beauties  of  Nature, 
and  quiet,  rcedy-margined  nooks,  or  wide,  still, 
willow-shaded  bends,  full  of  promise  to  an 
expectant  angler.  Brewhurst  mill-head  is  a broad 
and  handsome,  but  not  very  deep  piece  of  water ; 
the  mill-tail,  however,  is  somewhat  circumscribed 
but  deep,  and  very  suggestive  of  perch ; whde 
the  sharp,  narrow  stream  running  from  it  should 
certainly  provide  respectable  dace  fishing  to  any- 
one who  could  successfully  negotiate  its  steep, 
overgrown  banks.  As  dinner  awaited  us,  we  made 
the  picturesque  mill  our  turning  point,  and  on 
our  way  back  to  the  house  Mr.  Harris  explained 
to  me  that,  although  all  the  water  he  had  shown 
me  is  private,  he  had  obtained  permission  for  me 
to  fish  that  and  other  more  distant  portions,  and 
could  do  the  same  for  any  other  customers ; but 
that  large  bodies  of  anglers  such  as  assemble  at 
huge  competitions  or  even  large  club  matches 
would  on  no  account  be  tolerated.  An  interesting 
feature  of  our  walk  was  that  we  trod  what  was 
once  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name  the  towing-path 
of  the  Wey  and  Arun  Canal.  The  canal  iself, 
both  here  and  at  Billingshurst,  some  six  miles 
distant,  has  ceased  to  be  a navigable  waterway, 
and  indeed  could  in  most  places  be  crossed  dry- 
shod  by  pushing  through  a tangled  mass  of  reeds 
and  weedy  growths  of  all  kinds.  The  woodwork 
and  masonry  of  the  canal  lock  nearest  to  the 
mill  bears  strong  testimony  to  the  sound  and 
honest  work  performed  days  long  past  by  men 
who  neither  feared  nor  suspected  the  present 
railway  competition,  which  has  rendered  their 
industry  useless.  It  seems  deplorable  that  the 
capital  and  labour  expended  on  this  and  other 
canals  in  the  country  should  thus  become  un- 
productive. “ Bystander  ” in  the  Graphic  only 
lately  noticed  the  similar  condition  of  the  Thames 
and  Severn  Canal. 

After  discussing  a very  satisfactory  dinner,  I 
was  quickly  out  again,  this  time  with  my  tackle, 
to  try  whether  the  plummet  would  verify  the 
flattering  tale  of  my  earlier  survey.  Sure  enough 
there  were  good  swims  within  hail  of  my  tempo- 
rary home  ; but_here  the  biting  north-east  wind, 
which  had  persistently  worried  me  at  other 
places  during  the  whole  of  the  previous  fortnight, 
churned  the  Arun  into  rough,  choppy  waves,  and 
made  the  watching  of  a float  a tearful,  and 
withal  an  unprofitable  occupation ; there  was 
nothing  better  then  to  be  done  than  to  move 
myself  and  ^belongings  to  the  meadow  on  the 
further  side  of  the  second  towing-path  gate  from 
the  Onslow  Arms,  within  sight  of  the  mill,  and 
opposite  an  osier-bed  dense  enough  to  screen  the 
water  from  even  a stronger  gale  than  was  blow- 
ing. Here,  at  a wide,  glassy  pool,  where  the 
plummet  registered  8ft.  of  water  close  in,  I con- 
sidered the  place  and  time  just  suitable  for 
relieving  my  bag  of  the  weight  of  my  ground- 
bait  and  worms,  which,  judiciously  mixed  together 
and  thrown  in,  was  calculated  to  attract  a shoal 
of  bream,  and  haply  a portly  carp  or  so.  This 
preparation  duly  accomplished,  about  an  hour 
and  a half  of  daylight  yet  remained,  as  well  as  a 
reserve  of  one  good  ball  of  ground  bait ; so,  shift- 
ing some  twenty  yards  lower  down  stream  to  a 
point  where  the  depth  of  water  was  5ft.  just 
outside  the  lily  pads,  I cast  in  a light  scattering 
of  the  bread  and  bran  mixed  with  a small  quantity 
of  stewed  wheat,  and  with  one  plump  white 
grain  of  the  latter  on  a fine  hook,  settled  down 
to  diligent  orthodox  roach  fishing — pole,  tight 
line,  and  all  complete — in  the  hope  of  doing 
something  to  sustain  my  character  as  an  angler 
in  the  eyes  of  my  obliging  host.  My  reward 
followed  quickly ; in  about  half  a minute  I had 
hooked  and  landed  a nice  roach,  and  in  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  further  fourteen  others, 
including  one  of  quite  a pound  weight,  kept  him 
company  in  the  long  grass  ; then  ensued  a sudden 
rush  and  boil  in  the  swim,  denoting  the  unwel- 
come presence  of  a jack,  after  which  the  biting 
became  as  slack  as  it  had  before  been  frequent ; 
therefore,  as  darkness  was  approaching,  and 
the  hitherto  friendly  osier  bed  began  to  cast 
long  and  bothering  shadows,  I decided  to 
collect  and  concentrate  my  gear  in  order  to 
avoid  risk  of  loss  or  damage  in  the  dark, 
first,  howover  slightly  increasing  the  depth 
between  float  and  hook,  and  drawing  the  rod 
backwards  until  it  balanced  stoadily  on  the  bank, 
and  tho  hook,  baited  with  two  tempting  grains  of 
wheat,  rested  on  tho  river  bod  somowhore  about 


the  centre  of  a final  scattering  of  ground  bait. 
Everything,  except  rod,  line,  and  landing-net, 
having  been  packed  up,  without  hope  of  adding 
to  my  spoil,  and  yet  reluctant  to  give  up,  I 
lightly  grasped  the  butt  of  the  rod  and  gazed 
intently  in  the  direction  of  the  float,  which,  the 
instant  my  eyes  became  accustomed  to  the 
gloom,  I discerned  to  be  moving  off  in  that  queer, 
sidelong  manner  which  reminds  me  now  of  the 
method  of  progression  considered  the  correct 
thing  for  the  spook  of  poor  Louis  dei  Franchi  in 
productions  of  “ The  Corsican  Brothers  ” some 
thirty  years  ago.  I struck  cautiously,  and  felt 
the  answering  tug  of  something  strong  and 
heavy.  Then,  whatever  it  was,  seemingly  re- 
covered from  its  surprise  that  wheat  should 
contain  sharp  bones,  and,  in  spite  of  every  effort 
of  mine  to  keep  the  quarry  under  command,  it 
made  a powerful  lunge  to  mid-stream,  and 
crack  ! — left  the  top  joint  as  clean  as  when,  in  all 
its  glory  of  whippings,  brass  wire,  and  varnish, 
it  first  quitted  the  Sowerbutts  emporium.  I 
bade  farewell  to  a much-cherished  line  and  taper- 
quill  float,  packed  up  rod  and  landing-net,  and 
started  back  for  tea,  my  disappointment  at  the 
loss  of  the  big  fish  being  tempered  by  the  reflec- 
tion that  another  day  remained  on  which  I might 
get  on  terms  with  him  or  his  fellows. 

That  evening  spent  at  the  cosy  hostelry  was 
rendered  pleasant  and  interesting  to  me  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  First  came  the  inspection  of  a 
magnificent  collection  of  quite  one  hundred 
pounds’  worth  of  cups,  tea  and  dessert  services, 
medals,  &c.,  all  being  trophies  won  on  the  cycle 
track  by  Mr.  Harris,  who  is  justifiably  proud  of 
them.  Then,  among  other  agreeable  local  fre- 
quenters of  the  house,  I was  introduced  to 
Mr.  Botting,  of  Brewhurst  Mill,  who  had  kindly 
granted  permission  for  me  to  fish  from  his  land. 
This  gentleman  informed  me  that  good  trout  are 
occasionally  taken  at  the  mill,  and  that  the  river 
is  considerably  deeper  at  a place  called  Malham, 
about  two  miles  distant ; he  also  confirmed  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Harris  with  regard  to  the  good 
fish  to  be  seen  in  the  river  during  sunny  weather, 
and  that  little,  if  any,  serious  angling  is  done  in 
the  neighbourhood.  When  closing  time  sent  the 
orderly  customers  to  their  homes,  a surprise  was 
furnished  me  in  the  really  excellent  performance 
on  pianoforte  and  mandolin  by  my  host  and 
hostess,  who,  I learned,  had  both  in  their  un- 
married days  delighted  large  audiences  by  their 
musical  skill,  and  are  now  towers  of  strength  to 
the  local  church  choir.  The  other  accommoda- 
tion is  of  an  extent  and  nature  that  would  meet 
the  approval  of  lady  belongings  who  may  elect 
to  accompany  anglers  or  cyclists  of  the  sterner 
sex  to  this  retreat. 

That  evening  rain  commenced  to  fall  at  seven ; 
it  was  raining  heavily  at  eleven,  and  at  five  the 
next  morning  the  outlook  from  my  bedroom 
window  was  indeed  depressing,  for  a perfect 
deluge  of  rain  blurred  the  whole  of  the  landscape, 
and  the  wind,  the  same  worrying  north-easter  of 
the  day  before,  moaned  uneasily.  My  caution  for 
once  overpowered  enthusiasm,  and  happy  oblivion 
between  luxurious  sheets  came  to  me  for  what 
seemed  only  a few  moments,  when  a knocking  at 
my  door,  and  “ Seven  o’clock,  sir  ! ” awoke  me 
with  a start.  The  rain  had  then  ceased,  but  had 
swollen  and  coloured  the  river  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  fill  me  with  misgivings  as  to  the  day’s  sport. 
After  breakfast,  the  survey  of  the  scene  of  my 
angling  the  evening  before  revealed  the  river  at 
least  18in.  higher,  the  colour  of  light  oak  panelling, 
and  running  at  racing  speed.  Clearly  this  was 
no  day  for  fishing  8ft.  swims,  however  well  baited. 

I would  have  fished  for  choice  the  shallow  mouth 
of  a ditch  at  its  juncture  with  the  main  river, 
but  had  no  fancy  for  tramping  through  high 
sodden  grass  in  search  of  such  d place.  Within 
the  shelter  of  the  osier  bed,  but  nearer  still 
towards  the  mill,  the  plummet  indicated  a good 
hard  bottom  and  2ft.  of  water  in  a small  bay,  and 
although  some  few  other  spots  near  at  hand 
were  tried  during  the  day,  only  this  lay-by  pro- 
duced fish.  Worms  were  first  tried  on  tho  hook, 
four  lobs  minced  and  thrown  in  as  an  induce- 
ment ; result,  a ilb.  perch,  followed  by  a quantity 
of  small  eels,  which  at  last  so  exhausted  my 
patience,  that  tho  roach  pole  and  tight  tackle, 
with  wheat  as  the  lure,  woro  once  more  requi- 
sitioned. Light  ledgering  with  this  equipment 
about  2ft.  out,  produced  oighteon  roach  of  from  Jib. 
to  4’ lb.  each,  whon  darkness  obliged  mo  to  desist 


December  22,  1894] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


627 


The  catches  here  recorded  afford  no  grounds 
for  boasting,  even  if  my  inclination  tended  in  that 
direction;  but  considered  in  conjunction  with  the 
extremely  adverse  weather  conditions  under 
which  this  my  first  trial  of  a strange  water  was 
made,  I think  they  may  be  accepted  as  a favour- 
able augury  of  the  sport-giving  capacities  of  the 
Arun  at  Loxwood. 


A TALE  OF  A BORDER  FORD. 


By  the  Honorary  Chaplain  op  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

The  putting  away  of  fishing  tackle  at  the  end 
of  the  season  is  a sad  but  salutary  occupation ; it 
is,  however,  full  of  lessons.  The  tangles  of  gut, 
the  flies  all  mixed  up  and  out  of  their  proper 
places  in  box  and  book ; in  fact,  the  general  mess 
of  things  tells  me  that,  as  usual,  I have  been 
careless  and  often  in  a hurry,  two  very  grievous 
faults  in  an  angler. 

But  what  is  more  serious,  the  notes  which 
ought  to  have  been  kept  on  the  pages  at  the  end 
of  the  book  are  few  and  incomplete,  and  the 
patterns  of  flies  which  have  done  good  service,  or 
have  been  failures,  have  many  of  them  no  notes 
attached.  My  memory  will  not  serve  me,  and  so 
half  the  lessons  of  the  season  are  lost. 

There  is  one  sacred  page  at  the  end  of  my  oldest 
fly-book  which  is  covered  with  patterns  (some  of 
them  have  been  there  more  than  forty  years)  of 
flies  which  call  up  to  mind  memories  of  dear 
friends  with  whom  I fished  long  years  ago,  of 
little  hill  burns,  and  wild  streams  of  the  larger 
rivers  of  our  Borderland,  of  great  triumphs  and 
grievous  failures  in  days  long  gone.  Many  of  the 
old  friends  have  long  ago  joined  the  majority, 
and  many  of  the  burns  and  rivers  have  been  so 
netted  and  poached  in  every  conceivable  way  that 
the  wit  of  man  can  devise  or  the  malignity  of 
Satan  can  suggest,  that  for  fishing  purposes  they 
are  practically  useless. 

I was  sitting  by  my  fire  the  other  night  after  a 
hard  day’s  shooting,  very  tired,  but  thoroughly 
enjoying  my  go-to-bed  pipe,  when  I bethought 
me  of  this  page,  and  taking  down  the  book,  was 
dreaming  over  the  old  memories  which  it  called 
up,  when  my  eye  fell  upon  a fly  which  has  a few 
threads  of  an  old  linsey  woolsey  petticoat  still 
sticking  in  its  barb.  To  this  day  I cannot  look 
at  it  without  a certain  dimness  of  the  eyes.  Let 
me  tell  you  its  story. 

Somewhat  more  than  forty  years  ago  I per- 
suaded myself  that  I bad  been  reading  too  hard 
(I  am  not  sure  that  the  dons  of  my  college  would 
have  agreed  with  me),  and  required  rest  and 
recreation.  So  at  the  beginning  of  the  long 
vacation  I packed  up  my  traps  and  started  for 
Scotland.  I had  an  old  uncle  who  lived  in  a 
wild  valley  near  the  head  of  one  of  the  large 
rivers  of  the  Border.  He  was  always  glad  to  see 
me,  either  for  fishing  or  shooting,  and  from  his 
house  as  a centre  I used  to  explore  the  wild  hills 
and  moorlands  in  all  directions.  Sometimes 
sleeping  in  a shepherd’s  house,  sometimes  curling 
myself  up  in  the  heather,  my  head  and  shoulders 
wrapped  in  a plaid,  during  the  few  dark  hours  of 
the  summer  night.  Anyone  who  knows  the  map 
of  Scotland  must  have  noticed  that  great  tract  of 
hill  and  moor  in  which  are  the  head  waters  of 
the  Tweed,  the  Clyde,  and  the  Annan.  Away 
beyond  them  rise  the  Ettrick  and  the  Yarrow. 
It  used  to  be  a paradise  of  fishers  for  small 
trout. 

On  a certain  Monday  morning  I started  to 
explore  it.  With  food  enough  in  my  game  bag 
to  last  me  for  two  days  at  least,  and  with  a large 
flask  of  whisky  from  the  mighty  cask  in  my 
uncle’s  cellar,  with  a favourite  rod,  a book  of 
flies,  some  salted  minnows,  and  a bag  of  worms, 
not  forgetting  my  map  and  compass,  I was  pre- 
pared for  all  emergencies.  Fishing  one  little 
burn  up  to  its  source,  then  crossing  the  shoulder 
of  some  great  green  hill,  and  fishing  another 
down  till  it  joined  the  “ brimming  river,”  I spent 
a charming  week,  killing  great  store  of  little 
trouts,  and  leaving  them  by  dozens,  now  at  a 
farmhouse,  and  again  at  some  lonely  .shepherd’s 
cottage,  getting  a drink  of  milk,  or  information 
as  to  neighbouring  burns  as  my  reward. 

On  the  Saturday  evening,  with  a very  full 
basket,  I started  for  home,  but  had  miscalcu- 
lated my  walking  powers.  When  within  about 
ten  miles  of  my  destination  the  mist  began 


to  rise  up  from  the  valleys,  the  shadows  crept  up 
over  the  hills,  and  the  greedy  night  began  to 
swallow  up  first  one  and  then  another  landmark, 
till  I dare  not  venture  to  walk  any  farther. 
The  country  looks  easy  enough  in  daylight,  but 
there  are  rocky  bits  here  and  there  which  make 
it  very  dangerous  in  the  dark.  So  choosing  a 
little  knoll,  covered  with  deep  heather,  I wrapped 
myself  well  up  in  my  plaid,  and  was  just  dropping 
off  to  sleep,  whenl  found  a dog  sniffing  at  me,  and 
heard  a voice  say,  “ What  are  you  doing  here  P ” 
“ Going  to  sleep,”  I answered,  in  rather  a grumpy 
tone.  “ Nay,  laddie ; ye  shall  no  sleep  in  the 
heather  when  my  house  is  near  hand.”  As  I got 
up  out  of  my  lair,  rather  cross  at  having  been 
disturbed,  I found  an  old  shepherd  looking  down 

at  me.  “ Is  it  you,  Mr. P ” he  asked, 

in  a surprised  tone.  “ How  do  you  know  me  P ” 
I answered ; “ I don’t  think  I ever  saw  you 
before.”  “ I ken  ye  weel,  and  aw  ye’r  people. 
Ye’r  the  lad  that’s  ae  fishing  ye’r  lane  amang 
the  hills,  and  are  sae  free  wi’  ye’r  troots. 
Come  awa,  the  house  is  just  over  the  brae.”  I 
thought  that  I knew  every  inch  of  the  ground 
within  five  miles  of  the  place  where  we  were 
standing,  and  could  hardly  believe  it  possible 
that  there  was  a house  which  I had  never  seen 
so  close  to  us,  but  when  we  reached  the  top  of 
the  brae,  there  were  the  lights  of  the  cottage 
below  us  in  a curious  little  hollow  of  the  hills. 
The  old  shepherd  told  me,  as  we  stumbled  down 
the  hill,  that  he  could  not  give  me  a bed,  as  his 
girl  had  a friend  visiting  her,  but  he  could 
give  me  a mattress  on  the  floor,  and  that  I could 
start  as  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  see  my 
way.  I was  bound  to  put  in  an  appearance  in  the 
laird’s  pew  in  church  next  day,  so  the  arrange- 
ment suited  me  admirably.  When  the  old  man 
opened  the  door  of  his  cottage,  the  ruddy  light  of 
fire  and  candle,  the  smell  of  cakes  just  fit  to  come 
off  the  girdle,  and  the  general  cosy  look  of  the 
kitchen,  made  me  thankful  that  I had  not  been 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  heather.  In  front  of  the 
fire  stood  a girl  looking  after  some  cooking 
operations.  She  was  a splendid  specimen  of 
womanhood,  tall,  straight,  and  strong,  evidently 
accustomed  to  hard  work.  The  moment  she  saw 
us  she  cried  out  to  one  who  was  in  the  inner 
room  : “ Mysie,  Mysie,  here’s  ye’r  father,  and  ye’r 
no  ready  to  meet  him,  and  he’s  brought  a young 
gentleman  with  him,”  and,  with  a sly  look  at  me, 
“ ye’d  better  pit  a ribbon  in  ye’r  hair.”  “And 
how  are  you  the  night,  sir,”  she  said,  turning  to 
me  with  a curtsey.  “ Jean,  old  girl,  I’m  well,  and 
glad  to  see  you  once  again.”  When  I went  up  to 
her  and  shook  hands  the  old  man  looked  at  me 
with  some  suspicion,  till  I told  him  that  Jean  and 
I had  been  playfellows  for  two  or  three  years 
during  my  holidays  from  school,  and  that  I had 
seen  her  every  year  since  when  I was  shooting 
with  my  uncle,  as  we  used  to  lunch  often  at  the 
farm  where  she  was  servant.  “ Sit  down  and 
have  a crack  wi  her  then,”  he  said,  “ while  I gang 
ben  and  ask  Mysie  about  a mattress  for  you.” 
He  came  back  in  a few  minutes,  and  told  me  it 
was  all  right,  and  that  they  could  make  me  quite 
comfortable.  He  sat  down  in  his  old  armchair 
on  the  other  side  of  the  fireplace,  and  a shadow 
seemed  to  come  over  his  face  which  made  me 
think  that  he  was  dreaming  of  one  who  used  to 
sit  in  my  chair.  But  his  dream  was  soon  broken. 
The  door  behind  me  opened,  and  his  whole  face 
lighted  up  in  a moment  as  he  looked  at  the  new 
comer. 

I turned  to  look  at  her,  and  was  absolutely 
startled.  There,  framed  as  it  were  in  the  door- 
way, stood  the  most  beautiful  woman  I had  ever 
seen.  It  was  not  only  that  her  figure  and 
features  were  perfect,  and  her  complexion 
dazzling,  but  there  was  a look  of  intense  purity 
about  her  that  made  one  inclined  to  bow  down 
and  worship.  For  the  first  time  I understood 
why  saints  of  old  were  painted  with  a halo  round 
their  heads.  She  would  have  made  the  fortune  of 
any  painter  who  wanted  a model  for  a Madonna. 

After  a frugal  supper,  we  had  a very  pleasant 
chat  before  turning  in,  and  I found  that  my 
“ Madonna  ” was  thoroughly  well  educated. 

Next  morning  just  before  daybreak  the  shep- 
herd woke  me  up — he  to  attend  to  his  sheep,  and  I 
to  try  and  make  time,  so  as  to  be  in  my  place  at 
church.  The  moment  we  were  outside  the  house 
I asked,  “ Is  that  lovely  young  woman  your 
daughter  P” 

“ No,”  he  said,  “ she  is  not.  I found  her 


mother  in  the  snow  ; she  had  lost  her  way  one 
awful  night.  She  was  just  near  the  place  where 
I wakened  you.  I got  her  home.  Her  time  was 
near  at  hand.  My  wife  took  care  of  her,  and 
before  morn  there  was  the  bairn.  Before  night 
the  mother  was  dead.  Before  she  died  she 
tried  to  speak  to  me.  All  that  I could  make  out 
was  that  there  was  some  money.  We  found  one 
hundred  pounds  on  her,  and  we  buried  her  at  the 
end  of  the  great  snowstorm.  She  was  a lady,  she 
had  a wedding  ring,  and  if  any  of  your  people  can 
tell  us  anything  about  her  I shall  be  right  glad. 
Mysie  is  well  educated ; I have  spent  her  hundred 
pounds  on  it,  and  now  I am  getting  an  old  man  I 
would  like  to  have  her  cared  for  after  I am  gone, 
particularly  if  she  could  be  among  her  own 
people.” 

With  a hearty  shake  of  the  hand  we  parted. 
I interested  my  people  in  the  girl,  and  she  got 
books  lent  her,  on  which  she  was  very  keen,  and 
sometimes  used  to  come  down  to  the  “ Great 
House,”  as  it  was  called,  and  change  her  books 
and  make  friends  with  everybody. 

* * # * # 

I had  to  go  back  to  college.  The  next  year  I 
came  back  for  fishing.  No  water ! was  the  cry ; 
and  for  a week  nothing  could  be  done.  But  on  a 
certain  Monday  night  black  clouds  arose,  and 
next  morning  the  river  was  in  flood. 

I knew  that  it  would  be  two  or  three  hours 
before  the  water  would  be  fit  for  the  minnow,  so 
investigated  a small  tributary  burn  and  got  as 
many  as  I wanted. 

Returning  to  the  main  river,  it  was  plain  that 
the  trout  would  not  be  denied. 

I was  filling  my  basket  on  a certain  stream, 
when,  to  my  horror,  I saw  two  women  “ kilting 
their  coats  ” to  wade  the  ford  some  three  hundred 
yards  below  me.  I roared  at  them,  but  the  roar 
of  the  water  drowned  my  voice,  so  laying  down 
my  basket  I ran  and  roared.  I was  in  time. 

There  was  my  “ Madonna  ” and  a strong 
“serving  woman”  just  going  to  ford  the  river. 
It  would  have  been  death  to  the  strongest  man 
to  attempt  the  ford  in  the  state  of  the  water.  I 
waded  in  a little  way  to  show  them.  The  water 
was  up  to  the  top  of  my  fishing  stockings  before 
I had  gone  two  yards,  and  I told  them  the  water 
would  be  over  their  heads  in  mid  stream.  We  had 
a talk  for  five  minutes,  when  I came  out  of  the 
water,  and  they  agreed,  as  I thought  much 
against  their  will,  to  go  round  by  the  bridge, 
which  would  give  them  two  miles  more  walk. 

I went  home  with  a full  basket  thoroughly 
happy,  because  I had  saved  two  lives. 

The  next  morning  was  lovely.  The  river  had 
run  in  and  was  as  clear  as  possible.  There  was 
the  faintest  shade  of  amber  colour  in  the  water. 
The  very  day  for  the  fly  after  a flood.  The  trout 
came  fast  to  the  basket.  And  as  I reached  the 
ford  which  I had  prevented  the  women  from 
crossing  the  day  before,  I thought  I would  go 
home,  as  the  basket  was  heavy.  But  there  was  a 
deep  pool  some  way  below,  where  the  river  had 
eaten  into  the  bank,  the  home  of  the  best  trout  in 
the  water.  I would  try  and  get  a big  one  to 
crown  my  basket. 

One  had  to  stand  well  back  from  the  bank.  Fir 
trees  had  been  put  in  to  stop  the  erosion  of  the 
water,  and  if  one  hooked  a trout  it  was  necessary 
to  hold  him  hard.  If  once  he  got  amongst  the 
fir  boughs  it  was  all  up  with  the  tackle. 

Standing  well  back,  I made  a cast,  fl’lie  water 
was  almost  lipping  the  bank.  A grand  trout  took 
me,  and  dived  instantly.  There  was  nothing  for 
it  but  to  lay  down  the  rod,  and  crawl  cautiously 
forward,  so  as  not  to  scare  other  trout  which 
might  be  on  the  rise,  and  try  and  save  as  much 
tackle  as  possible. 

I crawled  carefully — looked  over  the  edge,  and 
there,  just  below  me,  was  my  Madonna  with  wide 
open,  sightless  eyes  looking  up  into  my  face.  Her 
companion’s  arms  were  locked  tight  round  her.  I 
never  received  such  a shock  in  my  life.  I have 
bad  many  troubles  in  life  since,  but  nothing  that 
ever  startled  me  so  much  as  those  wide  open  eyes 
looking  at  me  out  of  the  amber-coloured  water. 

The  girls  had  tried  the  ford  at  night  on  their 
way  home,  and  both  were  drowned. 

The  little  tuft  of  linsey  woolsey  came  on  my 
hook  because  it  got  caught  in  the  dress  of  one  of 
them  when  I prevented  their  wading  a roaring 
ford. 

Do  you  wonder  that  my  eyes  get  dim  when  I 
look  at  it  ? 


(528 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


( December  22,  1894 


“OLD  PETER.” 


Manv  of  tho  following  anecdotes,  &c , of  the 
above  character  were  given  by  a person  who  sat 
almost  daily  with  “poor  l’eter”  for  ovor  thirty 
years,  and  heard  thorn  from  his  own  lips,  and  one 
who  always  wrote  his  letters  for  him. 

Peter  Hughes,  the  celebrated  Vale  of  Conway 
My  maker  and  fisherman,  died  in  Scotland-street, 
Llanrwst,  whore  ho  resided  for  over  sixty  years, 
aged  seventy-eight.  He  was  born  at  Trefriw. 
His  fat  her  was  a blacksmith. 

His  first  experience  as  a fisherman  was  when 
a lad  of  about  six  years,  his  father  at  the 
smithy  giving  him  a piece  of  stick  with  some 
string  and  a bent  pin  for  a hook,  to  go  to 
fish  to  the  mill  ponl.  He  hadn’t  been  there 
long  before  he  felt  a tug,  and  what  did  he  haul 
out  but  an  eel  about  half  a pound  in  weight,  and 
was  so  much  frightened  when  he  saw  it  that  he 


them  to  pieces  and  dressing  them  up  again.  In 
a short  time  ho  became  such  an  expert  fly  \ 
dresser  that  the  other  makers  about  the  district, 
who  wore  very  jealous  of  him,  contracted  with 
him  not  to  dress  any  flies  but  for  their  own  use. 
When  eighteen,  a gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Evans  came  to  Llanrwst  as  manager  of  the 
North  and  South  Wales  Bank,  and  it  was  be 
that  young  Peter  taw  first  with  wading  stockings 
and  shoes.  It  was  through  his  kindness  in 
giving  him  materials,  and  allowing  him  to  look 
at  the  proper  way  of  dressing  salmon  flies,  that 
Peter  opened  his  eyes  to  high-class  fly  making. 
In  time  he  became  well  known  to  gentlemen  of 
all  classes,  sending  flies  to  America,  Canada, 
Norway,  besides  all  over  the  British  Isles. 

He  was  married  quite  young,  and  was  engaged 
by  Dr.  Hyde,  of  Bronderw,  as  gardener,  at  the 
weekly  wages  of  nine  shillings,  and  he  often  used 
to  say  that  that  was  the  happiest  time  of  his  life.  , 


hurled  back,  and  was  not  able  but  to  live  from 
hand  to  mouth,  and  during  the  last  two  years  of 
his  life  he  was  compelled  to  seek  parish  relief. 

He  followed  all  the  old  Conway  anglers,  viz., 
Earl  Granville,  Major  Granville,  Messrs.  Cooper, 
Turner,  Hayward  (who  was  the  best  fisherman 
with  a minnow  whom  old  Peter  had  ever  met), 
Hughes,  of  St.  Helens,  Campbell,  of  Shrews- 
bury, and  many  others  whom  I could  name  that 
came  to  fish  to  the  Conway  year  after  year,  who 
are  by  this  with  poor  Peter  in  their  long  resting- 
place.  The  hardest  week’s  trout  fishing  be  ever 
bad  done  was  walking  every  day  from  Monday 
till  Saturday  from  Llanrwst  to  Cowlyd  lake,  and 
catching  daily  from  171b.  to  201b  of  trout,  which 
he  then  sold  at  6d.  a pound. 

Old  Peter  nearly  lost  his  life  on  two  occasions 
in  the  River  Conway,  the  first  when  fishing  with 
a gentleman  who  was  staying  at  the  Royal  Oak 
Hotel,  Bettws-y-coed,  which  was  at  that  time  only 


“Old  Peter’’  Hughes,  of  Llanrwst. 


ran  straight  for  the  smithy,  dragging  the  poor 
old  eel  along  the  village  road,  and  his  father  dis- 
engaged it  from  the  pin.  After  that  he  remem- 
bered having  caught  several  trout  off  and  on 
with  the  same  kind  of  tackle. 

When  about  twelve  years  of  age  the  family 
removed  to  Llanrwst  to  reside,  and  at  fourteen 
he  was  apprenticed  to  a gardener.  The  River 
Conway,  then  being  all  free  on  the  Denbighshire 
side,  he  used  to  go  there  to  fish  whenever  time 
would  permit,  and  ho  was  very  proud  if  he  could 
manage  to.  have  a trout  fly  from  one  of  the 
fishermen. 

He  knew  nothing  at  that  time  about  casting 
lines  or  gut  of  any  kind,  horsehair  being  the  only 
substitute  in  his  case,  but  for  all  that  he  was 
able  to  catch  a good  lot. 

He  learned  to  make  his  own  flies  by  bogging 
some  from  gentlemen  in  the  district,  taking 


In  a few  jears  the  River  Conway  became 
renowned  in  the  fishing  world  for  its  salmon, 
resulting  in  gentlemen  flocking  to  Llanrwst 
and  Bettws-y-coed,  although  there  was  no 
train  nearer  than  Conway,  distant  twelve  mile3. 
During  this  time  Peter  saw  an  opening  to  better 
himself,  leaving  Dr.  Hyde,  and  employed  himself 
entirely  as  a fly  dresser,  and  going  out  as 
attendant.  By  this  he  had  learnt  to  kill  pigs,  so 
that  he  could  earn  his  bread  in  winter. 

Now,  as  fly  dresser  in  summer  and  as  pork 
butcher  in  winter,  Peter  was  able  to  put  money 
into  the  bank,  and  by  when  he  was  about  forty- 
five  ho  had  saved  £140,  but  then  he  met  with  a 
sad  misfortune.  One  of  the  pork  butchers  who 
patronised  him  found  out  he  had  money,  and  was 
able  to  persuade  Peter  to  lend  him  £80 ; the 
rogue  very  shortly  afterwards  made  himself 
bankrupt.  So  that  by  this  I’etor  was  again 


a very  small  public-hc^se.  It  was  night  before 
he  started  from  Beitws,  as  he  said,  he  was  full  of 
John  Barleycorn,  missed  the  path  on  the  river- 
side, and  found  himself  head  over  heels  in  a pool 
called  Jones’sDeeps.  The  water  being  rather  high, 
and  having  a macintosh  on  at  the  time,  he 
thought  it  was  all  up  with  him,  but  managed 
to  grasp  an  overhanging  branch,  and  after 
resting  himself  on  it  for  some  time  he  managod 
to  get  ashore,  minus  his  hat.  On  arriving  home 
he  found  to  his  dismay  the  loss  of  his  watch,  but 
the  following  day  he  found  it  by  diving  into  the 
place  he  had  fallen  into  the  previous  night. 

Tho  second  occasion  was  whon  a gentleman 
angler  fell  over  the  bank  into  David  Owen’s  Quay, 
and  Peter  jumpod  in  after  him  and  was  grabbed 
around  tho  arms  by  him  ; l’eter  was  at  last  able 
to  throttle  him,  and  so  got  loose.  Both  woro 
rescued  by  some  passers-by.  They  were  taken 
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out  half  drowned,  but  old  Peter  was  that  con- 
scious to  know  a jog  of  brandy  would  do  him  a 
world  of  good. 

Once  while  fishing  in  the  Rectory  Pool,  on  the 
Gwydyr  side,  which  is  a gravel  bed,  he  hooked  a 
salmon,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  161b. 
The  fish  as  soon  as  he  was  fast  ran  him  down  a 
good  length  of  line,  and  came  up  on  the  other 
side  under  the  bank,  when  to  his  surprise  it 
suddenly  made  a bolt  across  the  river,  and  ran 
itself  bang  into  the  gravel  bed  about  four  yards. 
Old  Peter  ran  up  to  him,  and  what  was  coming 
out  of  the  river  towards  the  salmon  but  a big 
otter  which,  when  he  saw  Peter,  thought  discre- 
tion the  better  part  of  valour,  and  returned  to 
its  watery  home  in  search  of  a more  successful 
chase. 

He  is  missed  by  all  who  knew  him,  especially 
by  the  women  of  his  neighbourhood,  for  he  was 
their  weather  prophet. 

The  photograph  of  the  old  man  shows  him 
standing  with  Catherine  Roberts  at  her  cottage 
door,  Ty-hwnt-ir-boat,  that  favourite  resting- 
place  for  anglers  by  Llanrwst  Bridge. 


PIKE  FISHING  AND  ANGLING 
ETHICS. 


One  stormy  afternoon  in  November,  1879, 1 set 
forth  to  fish  a beautiful  lake  in  Buckinghamshire 
(situated  in  a well-timbered  park),  but  although  it 
has  been  described  as  “a  pond,”  it  was  approaching 
twenty  acres  in  extent,  and  held  a good  store  of 
large  pike  and  perch,  which  afforded  fine  sport 
to  those  lucky  anglers  who,  through  the  kindness 
of  its  late  owner,  “ The  Squire,”  had  permission 
to  fish  there.  Of  pike,  twenty-pounders  were  not 
uncommon,  and  those  of  151b.  were  plentiful;  in 
fact,  the  captures  generally  were  so  good  both  for 
numbers  and  size  of  fish,  that  the  rule  was 
to  replace  in  the  water  all  jack  under  41b.,  which 
rule,  I am  sorry  to  say,  was  not  always  observed ; 
for,  at  least,  on  one  occasion,  a West-end  club 
angler  caught  and  brought  away  from  that  lake, 
among  other  fish,  over  501b.  weight  of  jack  so 
small  in  size  that  they  were  secreted  in  his 
empty  bait  cans,  while  only  the  larger  fish  were 
ostensibly  shown  to  the  keeper,  and  with  the 
others  conveyed  to  London.  However,  it  leaked 
out,  and  got  to  the  Squire’s  knowledge,  and 
anglers  were  for  some  years  debarred  from  fishing 
this  excellent  water. 

There  are  certain  ethics  pertaining  to  angling 
that  should  always  be  observed,  and  not  the  least 
are  “to  fish  fairly;”  never  to  “ skin  ” a fishery  ; 
and  “ to  return  undersized  fish,”  if  possible, 
uninjured  to  the  water. 

I have  just  had  sent  me  a copy  of  that  excellent 
American  sporting  paper,  Forest  and  Stream,  and 
from  its  pages  I cull  the  following,  concerning 
11  Selfish  destroyers  of  fish  ” : — There  are  some 
fishermen  who,  judged  by  their  works  and  words, 
are  possessed  by  an  indecent  mania  for  killing. 
They  appear  to  kill  purely  and  simply  for  the 
sake  of  doing  to  death  the  greatest  possible 
number  of  victims  in  the  shortest  possible 
time.  To  return  from  a fishing  trip,  staggering 
under  a heavier  burden  of  fish  than  was  lugged 
in  by  the  last  competitor  preceding  them,  is  the 
height — or  rather  the  disgusting  depth — of  their 
ambition.  To  outscore  in  gross  weight  or 
numbers  the  record  holder  of  their  club,  is  the 
goal  on  which  is  fixed  their  vision.  Once  their 
inordinate  catch  has  been  spread  out  for  the 
admiration  of  other  men,  they  have  no  further 
concern  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  fish  ; kitchen 
or  dustheap  is  all  one  to  them.  They  have  made 
their  record,  and  slaughtered  their  scores  or 
hundreds,  and  are  content  to  rest  on  their  laurels 
until  some  rival  outdoes  them  in  the  slaughter, 
when  envy  bids  them  again  fall  to. 

No  true  account  of  these  men  can  be  given 
(should  someone  write  their  history)  which  fails 
to  note  that  they  are  not  anglers  by  instinct,  nor 
belong  to  the  “ guild  of  anglers,”  but  are  merely 
imitators — pretenders  who  practice  the  craft 
but  lack  the  spirit,  and,  because  wanting  in  that 
spirit,  debase  and  abuse  the  practice  of  fishing, 
and  bring  it  into  contempt  and  bad  repute.  We 
talk  and  write  of  the  beauties  of  Nature  as 
revealed  to  him  who  goes  afield,  of  the  inspira- 
tion he  may  find  among  the  valleys,  and  by  the 
streams,  of  the  message  whispered  by  the  trees, 
sung  by  the  rippling  streams,  intoned  by  the 


mighty  sea;  but  speak  of  these  things  to  some 
men,  and  you  will  speak  to  dulled,  unheeding 
ears.  Such  folk  hear  never  the  pipe  of  Pan, 
but  ever  the  Song  of  Circe. 

In  the  boyhood  days  of  old  anglers,  who  yet 
delight  in  practising  the  “ gentle  art,”  fish  were 
many  and  fishermen  few  ; little  heed  was  given 
to  fostering  a store  which  no  one  dreamed  would 
ever  be  abated,  and  it  is  only  of  late  years  when 
the  problem  of  maintaining  the  fish  supply  has 
been  presented  so  clearly  and  so  imperatively, 
that  much  consideration  has  been  given  to  the 
ravages  of  the  wasteful  fisherman,  and  his 
wanton,  selfish  greed  in  the  shape  of  gross- 
weight  captures,  so  justly  condemned  as  unfair 
to  the  rest  of  the  community  of  anglers. 

Such  are  the  thoughts  and  expressions  of  an 
American  ; and  many  of  my  readers  may  possibly 
opine  that  they  apply  pretty  accurately  to  some 
English  anglers. 

But  to  return  to  my  own  pike  fishing  experiences 
of  November,  1879.  The  L.andN.W.  rail  took  me 
to  Rickmansworth,  and  after  a few  miles  ride 
from  thence  I found  myself  at  a comfortable  old- 
fashioned  hostelry,  on  the  high  road  to  Ayles- 
bury and  Buckingham,  noted  in  former  coaching 
days.  My  first  care  was  to  look  to  my  live  baits 
(some  dozens  of  Thames  dace).  Accordingly  a 
stable-lad  was  requisitioned,  who  carried  them  to 
a little  stream  which  flows  through  the  town,  and 
I placed  the  cans  with  the  baits  in  running  water  ; 
then  back  to  the  inn,  where  the  landlord  had  a 
roast  hen  pheasant  ready  and  waiting  me  for  my 
supper. 

As  I have  said,  the  weather  was  stormy,  and 
when  I got  to  bed  sleep  was  well-nigh  impossible, 
for  fierce  gusts  of  wind  shook  the  old  house,  and 
rattled  the  casements.  Against  my  window  the 
boughs  of  aa  old  pear  tree  swayed  and  scraped, 
and  the  signboard  of  the  inn  swung  and 
“scrooped”  on  its  rusty  hinges  to  such  an  extent 
that  I had  only  fitful  sleep,  between  the  intervals 
dreaming  of  huge  pike;  but  with  the  first  dawn 
of  daybreak  I dressed  and  got  to  the  hrook, 
where  I found  my  bait-cans  undisturbed,  and  the 
dace  alive  and  strong.  By  nine  o’clock  I was  on 
my  way  to  the  lake,  where  my  old  friend,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Brougham,  of  the  Thames  Angling  Pre- 
servation Society,  had  promised  to  join  me  about 
noon.  I therefore  told  the  landlord  to  send  on 
our  lunch  by  the  waggonette  which  would  bring 
my  friend.  The  keeper  was  waiting  my  arrival, 
and  considered  it  useless  to  fish,  as  the  gale 
blowing  along  the  lake  was  lashing  its  surface 
into  waves  of  some  size,  and,  moreover,  boLh 
punts  were  sunk  at  their  moorings;  but  as  I 
have  always  found  big  pike  to  lose  their 
habitual  caution  and  feed  well  in  rough  weather, 
I decided  to  fish,  and,  with  the  aid  of  an  under 
keeper,  we  dragged  up  and  baled-out  the  smaller 
punt,  built  Thames  fashion,  with  a well  to 
contain  the  live  baits,  and,  getting  afloat,  it 
took  me  nea,rly  half  an  hour  to  row  up  the  lake 
in  the  face  of  such  a tempest,  for  I elected  to 
first  “spin”  the  shallows  over,  where  the  stream 
comes  in  at  the  top  end.  On  my  voyage  I shipped 
much  water,  but  at  last  got  anchored  stem-on  to 
the  wind,  made  a commencement,  and  soon 
found  my  spinning  flight  and  dace  completely 
covered  with  green  slime,  which  took  a lot  of 
time  and  trouble  to  clean  off,  and  which  recurred 
so  constantly  that  I shifted  to  deeper  water, 
tried  paternoster,  and  live-bait  snap  fishing, 
sliming  and  killing  many  baits,  but  not  captur- 
ing a solitary  pike.  On  “ sampling  ” the  water 
in  a tumbler,  I found  it  was  full  of  fine  green 
filaments  that  had  been  broken  by  the  billows 
from  the  masses  of  silkweed,  which  grew  luxu- 
riantly on  the  shallow  waters  of  the  lake.  I 
therefore  made  another  move  to  a position  more 
sheltered  from  the  gale  by  some  trees  growing  on 
an  island,  because  I had  a lively  recollection  that 
near  this  spot  in  September,  1878,  a tremendous 
tussle  took  place  between  a very  big  pike  and  the 
late  Mr.  T.  S.  Spreckley,  while  Mr.  Brougham 
and  I were  fishing  with  him  ; but  the  pike  after 
some  minutes’  play  “ severed  the  connection,” 
and  made  off  with  bait,  tackle,  and  float,  leaving 
Mr.  Spreckley  with  a broken  rod  and  line,  and 
his  equanimity  much  disturbed. 

An  elm,  blown  over  by  previous  winter  storms, 
lay  in  the  lake,  its  roots  still  fixed  to  the  edge  of 
the  island,  and  among  its  submerged  branches 
was  the  haunt  and  vantage  place  of  this  big  pike. 
I fixed  my  punt  close  in  to  the  opposite  shore,  so 


as  to  fish  round  about  the  tree,  where  the  water 
was  some  8ft.  deep,  and  used  a large  dace  on 
snap-tackle. 

It  was  an  easy  cast  of  about  thirty  yards  into 
a clear  channel  between  the  weeds,  and  there  I 
left  my  bait  to  play  about,  while  with  another  rod 
I worked  a spinning  bait  all  over  the  water  near. 
In  less  than  ten  minutes  my  check-winch  gave  a 
screech,  for  the  pike  had  taken  my  dace,  and  was 
making  for  the  waterlogged  tree,  when  I caught 
up  the  rod  and  “ drove  home  the  steel.”  The 
fish  rushed  for  the  open  water,  taking  out  nearly 
100  yards  of  line  from  the  reel,  then  leaped  clear 
above  the  surface  of  the  lake,  its  dimensions 
showing  me  that  I had  hooked  Mr.  Spreckley’s 
pike.  My  tackle  was  good,  and  held  fast ; but 
with  that  modesty  which  does  or  should  pertain 
to  anglers,  I will  pass  over  the  details  of  the  con- 
flict. It  suffices  to  say  that,  after  a “ battle 
royal”  of  half  an  hour  or  so,  I had  the  pike 
alongside,  my  gaff  tucked  into  its  under  jaw,  and 
the  fish  safe  in  my  punt. 

I then  rowed  over  to  the  island,  and  anchored 
on  a bed  of  sedges  cut  off  a foot  under  wrater,  lit 
my  pipe,  and  after  admiring  my  capture,  wrapped 
it  in  my  mackintosh,  and  placed  it  close  along- 
side the  well,  with  its  head  and  tail  bent  up,  for 
the  fish  was  nearly  a foot  longer  than  the  width 
of  the  punt. 

The  keeper,  who  had  been  to  feed  his  pheasants, 
then  appeared,  and  asked  me  from  across  the 
lake  if  I had  met  with  any  luck,  for  on  such  a 
tempestuous  morning  he  almost  expected,  he 
said,  to  find  the  punt  upset,  with  me  overboard  or 
drowned.  I told  him  the  only  pike  I had  caught 
was  over  51b.,  and  therefore  of  retainable  size. 
He  thought  it  was  fortunate  I had  saved  “ a 
blank,”  and  had  a fish  to  take  home.  I asked 
him  to  get  help  to  raise  and  bale  out  the  other 
punt,  and  then  to  come  to  me,  for  I wanted  a 
talk,  my  pipe,  and  whiskey.  Consequently  in 
about  twenty  minutes  he  rowed  alongside,  between 
me  and  the  island.  I asked  him  to  step  into  my 
punt  and  sit  on  the  well,  and  to  stretch  out  his 
legs  so  as  not  to  tread  on  my  mackintosh. 

Then  I began  to  tell  him  of  my  bad  night’s 
sleep,  how  I dreamt  someone  had  captured  his 
big  pike.  “ Ob,  no,”  he  said  ; “ nobody  has  caught 
it,  for  I saw  the  fish  only  yesterday  ‘ full  on  the 
feed,’  just  about  where  we  are  now — its  home  is 
under  that  tree  which  has  fallen  into  the  water. 
It  is  that  big  pike  that  smashed  up  your  friend, 
Mr.  Spreckley,  also  Mr.  Lukin,  and  our  Squire’s 
brother  (the  rector),  and  many  other  anglers. 
People  do  say  there  are  enough  hooks  in  its  jaws 
to  stock  a tackle  shop.”  “ Well,”  I said,  “ I did 
not  believe  there  was  such  a fish  in  the  water.” 
Then  I told  him  I dreamt  he  had  picked  up  a 
sovereign.  “ Ah.”  he  replied,  “ I never  did  that 
but  once;  it  was  in  our  churchyard,  but  the  coin 
was  a bad  one,  worse  luck.” 

“Bollinger,”  I said,  “don’t  you  think  it’s  time 
you  had  a whiskey  and  a smoke.  Turn  over  my 
mackintosh,  and  inside  it  you  will  find  a 
cigar  I just  now  dropped.”  He  did  so,  and 
jumped  up,  exclaiming,  “But  what’s  this!”  I 
said,  “ It  is  your  big  pike  ; 1 have  caught  it,  and 
my  dream  has  come  true,  and  here  (handing  it  to 
him)  pick  up  your  sovereign.”  “ Mr.  Jardine,” 
he  said,  “ there  is  another  pike  as  large  in  the 
lake,  come  and  catch  that.”  “ No,”  I said, 
“ quantum  sufficit;  this  one  contents  me;  I shall 
fish  no  more  to-day.”  Neither  did  I.  Then 
came  the  w'aggonette  bringing  Mr.  Brougham 
and  our  lunch.  So  Bollinger  rowed  across  to  a 
sloping,  gravelly  bank,  close  by  a large  oak  tree. 
My  friend  seated  himself  on  the  stern  locker,  and 
inquired  wdiat  sport  I had  had,  “ For,”  said  he, 
“ on  the  road  to  Rickmansworth,  I mot  the 
Squire,  who  told  mo  that  as  he  drove  through  the 
park,  he  saw  you  on  the  lake,  shipping  lots  of 
water,  and  with  very  little  prospect  (he  thought) 
of  catching  fish  in  such  stormy  weather.” 
“Well,”  I replied,  “ I have  caught  one,  and  only 
one,  but  it  is  of  retainable  size.”  “ Ah,”  said 
W.  H.  B.,  “ you  always  were  a lucky  angler.” 

The  keeper  arranged  two  boards  across  the 
punt,  and  on  these  spread  our  lunch,  which  I 
remember  consisted  of  a roast  loin  of  delicate 
country  pork,  with  the  proper  adjuncts,  and  a 
bottle  of  old  brown  sherry.  I faced  my  friend, 
and  wo  “ fell  to  ” at  our  meal.  Lunch  over, 
W.  H.  B.  wanted  to  see  my  capture,  so  I said, 
“step  ashore,  and  you  shall.”  But,  while  he  was 
doing  this,  I lifted  the  pike  out  of  my  mackintosh, 
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and  placed  it  on  llio  scat  ho  had  just  vacated,  lie 
turned  round,  Haw  tho  piko,  and  had  hucIi  a 
surprise,  ho  was  all  bub  speechless,  but  just  aide 
to  ask  lor  a dram  of  whiskey  to  “ steady  his 
nerves.”  “ Why,”  1 said,  “ you  have  just  had  half 
a bottle  of  sherry;  you  will  bo  ‘tight.’”  How- 
ever, the  whiskey  did  him  good,  and  ho  wished 
mo  to  continue  fishing;  but,  no,  that  one  fish  was 
all  I needed,  and  I passed  the  next  few  hours  in 
plea:  ant  chat  with  my  old  friend  and  Bollinger 
(the  keeper),  and 

Our  afternoon  ended,  the  horse  wo  did  make  fast, 

And  went  in  the  waggonette  hack  to  our  breakfast. 

I mean  we  went  to  our  dinner,  but  that  doo3  not 
rhyme.  The  piko  was  weighed  in  the  village, 
and  just  turned  371b.  Next  morning  I took  it  to 
the  studio  in  Nicholas-lane,  E.C.,  of  the  late  H.  L. 
Rolfo,  and  left  it  there  until  the  following  day, 
while  he  painted  its  portrait  for  the  centre-piece 
of  the  large  fish  picture,  presented  by  anglers  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Mundella,  M.P.,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  in  getting  tho  Fresh- 
waters  Fisheries  Act  passed  through  Parliament, 
nnd  forty-eight  hours  after  capture  the  big  pike 
weighed  within  a shado  of  351b.  on  the  scales  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society.  Alfred  Jardine. 


§coici)  iloks. 

By  Mac. 

With  only  a touch  of  frost  now  and  again,  and 
no  rainfall  of  importance  except  occasional  heavy 
local  showers,  it  can  be  understood  that  the 
weather  in  Scotland  for  several  weeks  past  has 
been  wonderfully  fine  for  December.  As  a con- 
sequence the  salmon  rivers  have  uniformly  kept 
in  excellent  trim  for  the  spawning  of  the  fish, 
running  in  neither  high  nor  low,  but  just  in 
medium,  volume  for  the  time  of  the  year.  All 
the  early-run  fish,  everywhere  almost,  spawned 
out  more  than  a month  ago,  and  the  late-run 
large  salmon  of  almost  all  the  late  and  long- 
seasoned  rivers,  having  had  no  interruption  to 
their  operations  from  frosts  or  floods,  have 
managed  to  make  unusually  great  progress  with 
their  work,  so  much  so  that  now — which  is 
notably  early — two-thirds  of  them,  perhaps,  save 
in  Tweed  and  one  or  two  other  very  late  rivers, 
have  about  fully  spawned  out.  Although  with 
the  water  uniformly  a medium  height  it  could 
not  have  been  otherwise,  it  yet  will  be  welcome 
news  to  many  to  know  that  the  spawning  has  all 
been  done  in  the  safest  redds  of  all  those  well  in 
mid  stream  or  from  which  the  water  never 
recedes,  and  which  cons  quently  cannot  be 
touched  by  drought  or  frost  like  the  outer  and 
“shoal”  redds,  and  which,  unliae  them,  from 
having  a great  depth  of  water  above  them 
practically  escape  being  torn  and  ploughed  up  by 
ice,  dislodged  stones,  trees,  and  so  forth,  during 
great  floods  following  a “ break-up  ” after  a long 
spell  of  severe  frost.  

The  state  of  the  water  suiting  so  remarkably 
well,  collectors  (for  hatcheries)  of  ova  from  late 
run  large  salmon,  are  getting  along  famously 
with  their  work.  Some  having  anticipated  an 
early  spawning  have  got  stocked  up  to  the  full 
already,  and  remarkably  little  time  was  taken  by 
them  m doing  it.  Though  the  spawning  time  of 
the  early  fish  varied  a good  deal  this  year — 
owing,  I should  say,  to  different  climatic  condi- 
tions obtaining  at  one  and  the  same  time  over 
different  parts  of  the  country  late  in  October  and 
early  in  November,  the  same  cannot  be  said 
about  the  spawning  of  the  autumn  run  fish,  which 
I hear  from  all  quarters  began  to  get  rife  about 
ten  or  twelve  days  earlier  than  usual,  a circum- 
stance no  doubt  due  to  the  widely  and  con- 
tinuously prevailing  abnormally  fine,  open 
weather,  causing  the  water  to  have  a relatively 
high  temperature — a temperature  quite  unusual 
for  the  time  of  the  year,  and  experienced  only  once 
right  through  November  and  half  of  December 
during  the  last  120  years;  so  it  is  chronicled. 
Though  pretty  ancient,  I do  not  date  back  so  far 
myself.  

Near  the  sea  in  some  of  our  salmon  rivers 
small  numbers  of  perfect  smolts,  on  the  down 
journey,  are  sometimes  noticed  late  in  October 
and  early  in  November.  Are  these  tho  smolts 
that  become  our  early  grilse  — those  of  May, 
which  usually  run  about  21b.  or  231b. 


It  is  much  to  ho  regretted  that  salmon  disease, 
which  for  this  winter  was  first  noticed  about  a 
month  ago,  is  still  making  headway  in  several 
of  our  Scotch  rivers.  However,  there  is  this 
modicum  of  comfort  to  proprietors  and  others 
directly  interested,  that  but  few  fish  have  been 
“knocked  off”  by  it  before  spawning.  When 
the  unspawned  fish  succumb  to  it  undoubtedly 
rnoro  harm  is  done  to  the  fisheries  prospectively, 
The  least  harm  of  all  is  done  by  it  when  its 
ravages  are  confined  to  the  period  between  tho 
spawning  out  of  tho  late  fish  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  run  of  the  early  fish.  Late-lingering 
affected  fish  are  known  to  transmit  it  by  con- 
tact with  early  fish,  who  carry  it  with  them  up 
river,  spreading  it  along  all  the  reachep,  even 
to  the  head  waters  of  the  long  rivers,  whither 
eventually  the  whole  mass  of  the  spring  fish  push, 
and  where,  by  the  overcrowding  of  the  small 
pools,  the  pest  becomes  epidemic  amongst  them 
in  early  summer.  

Any  estate  on  the  Deveron  that  comes  into  the 
market  never  goes  a-begging  for  a proprietor;  it 
quickly  gets  picked  up.  Especially  along  the 
middle  and  fairly  lower  sections  of  the  river  are 
Deveron  estates  eagerly  sought  for  by  sportsmen 
on  account  of  the  sup  rb  early  trouting  and 
capital  autumn  salmon  angling  connected  with 
them.  Just  the  other  dayfche  compact  and  finely  - 
situated  estate  of  Eden,  with  shootings  and  fish- 
ings, was  purchased  by  Mr.  James  Thomson,  The 
Manor,  Shurleigh,  Bedford,  from  Mr.  A.  Chivas 
Adam,  through  his  agent,  Mr.  Frank  George, 
solicitor,  Banff.  The  purchase  was  effected  for 
Mr.  Thomson’s  son,  Mr.  Edward  B.  Thomson, 
who  is  a sportsman,  and  will,  it  is  understood, 
become  a resident  proprietor.  When  Mr.  Adam’s 
father,  the  late  Thomas  Adam,  banker,  Aberdeen, 
who  died  this  year,  purchased  the  estate  of  Eden 
a number  of  years  ago,  it  was  remarked,  by  a 
wag  at  the  time,  “that  this  transference  of  Eden 
to  Adam  looks  uncommonly  like  ‘ Paradise  Re- 
gained ! ’ ” 

For  contraventions  of  Tweed  Acts,  “ burning 
the  water,”  fishing  with  lamps  and  cleeks, 
scraping  with  rake-hooks,  trammelling  from  a 
pole,  assaulting  the  bailiffs,  and  sundry  other 
devilment,  a number  of  “ workers  ” and  weavers 
on  Tweed  and  tributaries  have  had  to  pay  the 
piper  pretty  sweetly  this  winter  for  asserting 
“their  freeborn  rights  ! ” 


If  we  keep  sharp  on  the  outlook  we  are  sure  to 
learn  something  new  every  now  and  then  about 
the  Salmonidie.  I learn  on  inquiry  that  the  kelt  s 
do  not  turn  cl-ar  in  some  rivers,  however  long 
they  stay  in  them.  In  most  rivers  almost  all  the 
kelts  have  turned  quite  clear  by  the  month  of 
April,  and  it  would  be  quite  a marvel  to  then  find 
a very  large  red  kelt.  Though  latest  in  spawning 
in  most  rivers,  the  very  large  fish  are  generally 
the  first  to  go  down  to  the  sea  as  kelts,  and  this, 
I believe,  is  chiefly  owing  to  their  occupying  the 
most  seaward  spawning  stretches.  Further, 
they  perhaps  have  not  the  same  strong  inclina- 
tion as  the  small  fish  to  bang  on  in  the  fresh 
wa'er.  But  another  matter  that  bears  alike  upon 
ascent  and  descent  is  the  temperature,  and  this 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  long  rivers  in  winter  is 
higher  than  in  the  upper,  consequently  as  a higher 
temperature  accelerates  descent  the  fish  more 
quickly  clear  out  of  the  lower  reaches,  and  so 
disappear,  as  they  are  only  a short  distance  from 
the  sea.  Hence  we  get  at  the  reason  for  so  few  large 
clear  kelts  being  found  in  spring  in  our  Scottish 
rivers  as  a rule. 


Talk  of  rippies,  leckies,  plungers,  grapplesauls, 
papparaps,  and  deadly  grippers — not  to  mention 
“burning  the  water”  — and  the  ploys  with 
“creeper,  clip,  and  cruisie.”  Where  are  they 
now  ? Such  ancient  and  feeble  means  of  catching 
salmon  have  become  practically  effete!  A new 
way  has  been  invented,  which,  to  follow  the  spirit 
of  the  times,  means  to  conduct  the  business  on 
wholesale  lines.  Tho  new  method  is  very  simple 
— merely  the  enlargement  of  tho  humble  and 
useful  wire  minnow  trap  does  it.  Recipe:  Con- 
struct an  iron  box  frame,  say  10ft.  by  5ft.,  and 
about  3ft.  deep.  Cover  this  with  ordinary 
wire  netting  at  about  2d.  per  yard,  and  form  one 
end  with  the  tapering  funnel  as  in  tho  minnow 
trap.  Then  select  a dark  night,  and  cautiously 


approach  the  gap  of  a cruive  dyke  and  fit  your 
“cage”  close  to  the  passage.  There  can  be  no 
failure  or  mistake  with  this  plan,  and  all  you 
have  to  do  afterwards  is  ta  come  and  secure  your 
fish  before  the  water  bailiffs  get  them.  This 
latter  part  was  omitted  by  a gang  of  enterprising 
poachers  on  the  Don  during  the  late  autumn 
“runs,”  and  the  water  bailiffs  fell  heir  to  a cage 
and  no  less  than  twenty-three  salmon,  all  as 
lively  as  canaries  behind  the  wires. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  sends  me  the 
following : — “ Dear  ‘ Mac,’  I had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  a friend  of  yours  in  the  South  the  other 
day,  and  he  was  expatiating  to  me  on  that  nice 
morsel  of  salmon  you  sent  him  before  the  fishing 
closed.  He  declared  he  had  never  seen  a fish  so 
crimp  and  curdy,  and  so  delicious  to  taste.  I 
hope  you  did  give  him  a real  fresh  one,  for  I fear 
these  Sassenach  fellows,  who  live  so  far  from  the 
scene  of  capture,  seldom  see  the  noble  fish  in  his 
earliest  post-mortem  prime,  and  in  all  the  pride  of 
crimpness  and  curdmess  as  he  should  he.  At 
least  one  might  judge  so  if  the  story  be  true 
about  the  noble  lord  and  his  al  fresco  fish  lunch 
in  the  Highlands.  But,  perhaps,  you  never 
heard  about  that.  What  I heard  of  it  was 
as  follows : — A certain  great  lord,  whose  title 
was  newer  than  he  would  have  liked,  acquired 
a splendid  sporting  estate  in  the  Highlands, 
where,  by  inventing  a new  tartan,  and  imitating 
Vicb  Ian  Yohr,  ‘with  his  tail  on,’  he  hoped  to 
found  a clan,  and  make  up  for  want  of  pedigree 
by  gorgeousness  of  appearance  and  a grand 
establishment.  Running  through  his  estate  was 
one  of  the  finest  salmon  rivers  in  the  whole  High- 
lands ; and  of  course  he  had  his  parties  of  friends 
up  to  fish  it.  Now,  one  of  the  pleasant  arrange- 
ments of  this  liberal  gentleman  was  to  have  lunch 
on  the  river  bank  every  day,  and  an  absolute 
necessity  for  the  banquet  was  a freshly-killed 
salmon  just  emerged  from  the  cool  stream  to  be 
plunged  into  the  toiling  pot  on  the  river  bank, 
which  was  always  at  hand  ready  for  the  occasion. 
The  fame  of  this  pot,  you  may  be  sure,  spread  far 
and  wide.  There  never  was  such  cookery,  never 
such  crimp  salmon,  never  such  curdiness  seen 
in  a fish  that  had  been  more  than  an  hour 
dead  before  receiving  the  beatification  of  the 
pot — so  all  the  guests  declared.  It  was  an  exqui- 
site dish,  and  the  acknowledged  cause  of  its 
excellence  was  the  brief  interval  allowed  between 
the  killing  of  the  salmon  and  the  cooking  of  it. 
Well,  at  times  it  was  a tight  matter  to  get  a fish 
in  time  for  the  lunch.  Some  days  not  a single 
salmon  seemed  to  appreciate  th  > pleasure  of  the 
warm  bath  that  awaited  him  on  shore,  and  the 
praises  he  would  receive  when  cut  in  slices  for 
the  Sassenachs.  The  guests  grew  silent  and 
gloomy,  and  the  brow  of  the  chieftain  darkened. 
But  a sudden  thought  seemed  always  to  strike 
him  at  the  last  moment,  and  he  would  say  to  his 
confidential  gillie,  ‘ Duncan,  you  and  I will  just  go 
up  to  the  next  pool  and  see  if  we  can  get  a fish 
to  rise.’  And  sure  enough  Duncan  and  his  master 
never  failed  to  return  in  time  with  a prize, 
which  was  immersed  with  great  joy  in  the  boiling 
cauldron.  Then  the  delight  of  the  guests  would 
break  forth  once  more  at  the  delicious  taste  of  the 
le?s-than-an-hour  dead  monarch  of  the  stream  (?), 
and  invidious  comparisons  be  made  with  the  con- 
dition he  would  have  been  in  if,  say,  he  had  been 
dead  for  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours.  Duncan  was 
a solemn  faced  man,  and  while  these  compliments 
were  flying  about  he  was  busy  mentally  conning 
the  ‘Reasons  annexed  to  the  Ten  Commandments  ’ 
of  the  Shorter  Catechism,  in  anticipation  of  the 
minister’s  pastoral  visit ; but  Avhen  lunch  was 
over,  and  everyone  had  dispersed,  he  went  quietly 
to  a secluded  corner  and  stretched  his  mouth 
from  ear  to  ear  with  a knowing  grin,  then  slapped 
his  knee,  and  said  in  the  Gaelic  tongue,  ‘ Tam 
goot,’  which,  if  translated  into  English,  would  be 
found  to  be  a highly  appreciative  commentary  on 
the  culinary  tastes  of  his  master’s  friends.  Tho 
point  of  the  joke  is,  that  the  salmon  had 
actually  been  killed  forty-eight  or  sovonty-two 
hours  before,  and  kept  lnddon  for  that  length  of 
time,  ready  to  bo  trotted  out  for  the  occasion.” 

From  what  I know  of  the  summer  season  rivers 
of  the  west  coast,  I am  led  to  form  tho  opinion 
that  their  grilso  come  in  greatest  numbers  to  tho 
coast,  seeking  to  enter  the  fresh  water,  during 
that  space  of  time  which  extends  from  eight  to 
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twelve  weeks  from  the  date  when  the  bulk  of 
them  get  to  the  sea  as  smolts.  Most  of  the  prime 
summer  season  “ West  Coasters  ” have  their 
descent  of  smolts  going  on  briskly  from  the 
middle  of  April  onward  for  three  weeks  or  a 
month  ; but  the  length  of  time  is,  of  course,  found 
to  vary  with  the  weather  and  the  water  tempera- 
ture influences,  and  the  distance  of  journey  to  be 
accomplished.  Every  year,  however,  the  majority 
of  such  rivers  have  their  smolts  all  cleared  out  by 
the  end  of  May,  or,  to  put  it  in  other  words, 
within  four  or  five  weeks — at  the  longest — after 
the  time  when  descent  is  observed  to  begin. 
They  therefore  have  but  a very  short  smolt 
migrating  season ; and  though,  perhaps,  it  does 
not  follow  as  a natural  result,  it  nevertheless 
is  the  case  that  they  have  also  a very  short 
grilse  and  salmon  season.  Into  them,  or  to  th<- 
coast  seeking  to  get  into  them,  both  grilse  and 
salmon  come  on  together  in  one  great  rush  when 
conditions  are  favourable  ; but  this  rush  gets 
exhausted  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  or  two 
months  at  the  longest,  and  if  commenced  about 
June  20,  it  is  generally  found  to  be  entirely  past 
by  the  middle  of  August,  after  which  latter  date, 
in  connection  with  so  seasoned  rivers,  nothing  but 
delayed  browned  fish  for  the  most  part  aTe  to  be 
found  ; and  though  these  may  come  on  in  very 
considerable  numbers,  they  yet  are  not,  properly 
sp?aking,  true  fish  of  a late  natural  seasonal 
migration.  The  long-seasoned  rivers  with  long 
courses  have  a long  grilse  as  well  as  a long  smolt 
season.  As  already  remarked,  smolts  may  be 
found  in  them  some  years  in  the  end  of  March  ; 
and  a few  still  lingering  on  in  them  may 
be  found  as  late  even  as  the  end  of  June. 
But  these  are  the  extremes  of  earliness  and 
lateness.  Their  great  rush  of  smolts  to  the  sea 
takes  place  (in  most  rivers)  between  the  last 
week  in  April  and  the  second  week  in  June;  and 
the  return  to  the  coast  of  the  young  fish,  now 
developed  into  grilse,  is  most  constant  and  in 
greatest  strength  between  the  middle  of  June  and 
the  middle  of  August.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the 
season  many  of  the  gril?e  of  1 he  long-seasoned  and 
early  rivers  roust  Temain  but  a short  time  on  the 
fee  ding  grounds  or  off  the  coast  a considerable 
way,  for  it  is  quite  a common  thing  for  them  to 
be  netted  when  they  weigh  only  21b.,  211  b.,  and  31b. ; 
and,  indeed,  until  early  in  July  they  are,  of  such 
weights,  seldom  very  scarce.  It  is  most  likely 
the  warmer  water  of  the  earlier  rivers  (which 
by  instinct  they  know  of)  that  attracts  them 
thus  soon  in  their  adolescence  to  the  coast 
line  estuaries  and  mouths  of  the  river.  If  it 
is  not,  we  wonder  then  what  it  is.  The 
summer  season  rivers  are  weeks  later  in 
the  year  in  reaching  the  same  temperature  ; 
and  not  until  they  reach  it  do  their  grilse  seek 
the  inshore  waters  of  their  districts  in  appreci- 
able numbers.  They  then  nearly  all  have  been 
much  longer  in  the  sea,  and  are  uniformly  more 
developed  than  the  first  of  the  season’s  grilse  of 
the  early  rivers,  long  or  short  run.  From  what 
information  I have  collected  about  the  grilse 
during  these  many  years,  it  humbly  seems  to  me 
that  a flush  of  grilse  all  at  once  and  soon  over 
generally  follows,  and  is  associated  with  a short 
smolt-descending  season,  such  as  marks  all  the 
purely  summer  season  rivers  of  the  West  Coast 
and  the  Isles  ; and  that  a long  grilse  season  in 
good  strength  is  only  experienced  in  the  districts 
of  the  early  and  long-seasoned  salmon  rivers — 
and  most  maikedlyin  those  with  long  courses, 
whose  smolt  season  is  of  very  prolonged  duration. 


Wbiteth  the  Mackay “The  Upper  Dess 
water,  belonging  to  Mr.  Alexander  Davidson  of 
Dess  has  been  retaken  by  last  year’s  tenant. 
The  lower  Dess  section  has  also  been  let  for  the 
first  month,  and  altogether  there  is  a very  busy 
demand  just  now,  and  rather  a brisk  business 
being  done  in  arrangements  for  next  season.” 


“John  Haeper,  who  has  spent  the  past  half 
century  at  least  at  the  waterside,  and  is  therefore 
no  mean  authority  on  the  Salmonidx  and  their 
ways,  has  not  seen  such  numbers  of  spawning 
fish  on  the  redds  at  any  former  period  of  his 
observations.  They  are  crowded  on  to  the 
shallows,  with  their  back  fins  sticking  out  of  the 
water  like  a “ fleet  of  herring  boats  with  their 
sails  set  packed  into  the  harbour.”  This  is  graphic 
description,  or  rather  his  way  of  putting  it.” 


“That  disease  is  rife  in  the  Dee  just  now  goes 
without  saying,  when  bailiff  alone  has  buried 
over  a score  of  fish  in  the  course  of  only  three 
weeks’  time. 


“ Pike  seem  lo  have  a special  fondness  for 
young  duck.  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  Aboyne  Castle, 
rears  hundreds  of  wild  duck  every  srason  on 
1 he  margin  of  a loch,  and  his  greatest  terror 
during  their  early  days  is  of  the  rapacious  maws 
of  the  pike  which  invest  the  loch.  He  has  seen 
a whole  brood  of  ducklings  sucked  under  one 
after  tbe  other.  We  know  by  personal  experi- 
ence that  young  duck,  although  expensive,  is  an 
excellent  bait  when  monster  pike  are  wanted. 
Does  this  not  prove  that  pike  at  least  hunt  by 
scent  as  well  as  sight.  We  have  proved  that  eels, 
at  any  rate,  do  so.” 


“ Tiie  close  season  is  half  through  already,  and 
by  the  time  the  New  Year’s  festivities  are  over 
the  lengthening  day  will  soon  bring  round 
the  merry  “whir”  of  the  reel.  Meantime  we 
are  living  in  tbe  hope  of  a bright  opening, 
but  of  course  it  would  be  sillv  nonsense  to 
commence  prognosticating  at  present. 


Iprovundal  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tbe  quarterly  general  meeting  of  tbe  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  tbe  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  Dec.  13.  Minutes  of  the  previous 
general  meeting,  held  Sept.  13,  were  read  and  adopted, 
after  which  the  minutes  of  committee  meetings  held  on 
Oct.  4 and  Nov.  1 were  confirmed.  The  minutes  of 
committee  meeting  held  on  Dec.  5 were  also  confirmed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  minute  dealing  with  the  scale 
of  fish  measurement  to  he  adopted  by  the  association. 
This  minute  was  taken  separately,  when  the  following 
scale  of  sizes  was  adopted  by  a large  majority  : — Roach, 
Gin.  long ; perch,  Gin.;  dace,  Gin.;  chub,  8in. ; bream, 
8in.  ; tench,  8in  ; trout,  8in.  ; grayling,  8in.  ; carp, 
lOin.  ; and  barbel,  12in.  The  standard  size  of  pike  was 
fixed  at  18in.,  but  this  was  only  to  apply  to  rivers. 
Notice  of  motion  respecting  the  club  secretaries  paying 
upon  all  members  on  their  hooks  to  the  Birmingham 
Association,  irrespective  of  the  number  of  clubs  a 
member  may  belong  to,  and  independent  of  the 
club  from  where  he  takes  his  travelling  card  from, 
was  brought  forward,  and  carried  without  discussion. 
The  Highgate  Society  have  just  finished  up  a very 
successful  year.  They  have  carried  forward  a good 
balance  in  favour  of  the  society.  They  have  also 
retained  the  whole  of  tbe  waters  rented  by  the  society, 
which  are  some  of  the  best  in  the  Midlands,  and  for 
which  the  club  have  offered  prizes  for  specimen  fish. 
Tho  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  have  distributed  their  prizes 
for  the  specimen  fish  caught  in  their  club  waters  at 
Acton  and  Haslour. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  prospects  in  the  Fen  district  continue 
remarkably  good.  The  waters  are  in  splendid  condition, 
and  the  fish,  especially  pike,  are  giving  good  sport. 
Excellent  reports  are  to  hand  from  most  of  the  river- 
side stations  between  Boston  and  Lincoln,  where  trolling 
has  been  the  chiof  pastime  on  the  Witbam.  The  mild 
weather  has  again  been  responsible  for  the  appearance 
of  several  roach  rods,  and  I hear  of  satisfactory  bags 
of  both  roach  and  perch  being  made  with  the  worm. 
The  Welland,  which  runs  through  the  Stamford  and 
Deeping  districts,  is  also  offering  excellent  sport,  and 
subscribers  are  taking  good  fish,  especially  pike,  on  the 
waters  leased  by  the  Spalding  Angling  Association. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  having  been  very  wet  and  stormy  in  this 
district  for  the  last  weok  or  so,  has  caused  the  river 
Hull  to  be  much  flooded,  and  the  water  so  discoloured 
that  angling  with  any  pleasure  has  been  very  much  at  a 
discount,  the  result  being  that  few  anglers  have  been 
seen  on  its  hanks,  but  those  who  have  ventured  out 
have  been  rewarded  with  very  respectable  baskets  of 
roach,  especially  for  this  time  of  tbe  year.  Codling 
anglers  aro  doing  a little  better  both  at  Pauli  and 
Killingholme,  and  a few  good  fish  have  also  been  taken 
on  tbe  foreshore  of  the  Alexandra,  Victoria,  and  Albert 
Docks.  At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Albion 
Angling  Association,  the  secretary  said  that  tho  asso- 
ciation was  in  a very  flourishing  condit’on.  The  election 
of  officers  for  the  year  1895  also  took  place.  The  next 
meeting  of  this  eoe'eiy  will  bo  held  at  the  club  room  on 
Jan.  7.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Edgar  Phillips  A.  S. 
has  been  unavoidably  postponed  until  Tuesday,  Jan.  29. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Kent,  Bela,  Leven  and 
Duddon  Fishery  Conservators  was  held  on  Thursday, 
the.  13th  inst.,  at  Ulverston.  Tho  chairman,  vice- 
chairman,  clerk,  and  committees  having  been  re-elected, 
tho  board  proceeded  to  consider  the  question  of  pro- 
posed alterations  in  bye-laws.  The  suggested  changes 
related  mainly  to  close  time  in  several  rivers  within  tho 


conservators  jurisdiction.  Aftor  considerable  discus- 
sion, an  amendment  was  carried  that  the  matter  bo 
allowed  to  stand  over  for  a time,  certain  members  who 
had  been  active  in  bringing  forward  the  proposed 
changes,  having  been  prevented  from  attending  tho 
present  meeting. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Ashton,  Oldham,  and  Stalybridge  Amalgamation 
got  a further  fmall  consignment  of  fish  on  Monday  last, 
which  have  been  placed  in  Spring  Grove  Reservoir. 
The  New  Islington  A.S.  has  just  been  reorganised, 
having  had  a successful  season.  The  president  elected  is 
Mr.  J.  Edwards,  and  the  treasurer  Mr.  C.  Partington, 
whilst  Mr.  George  Whittirgham,  the  secretary,  will  again 
fill  his  old  post,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  any  anglers 
wishing  to  join  them.  Dinners  are  in  full  swing,  and  at 
a lot  oi  these  festive  occasions  the  opportunity  is  seized 
to  present  some  recognition  for  past  services  to  certain 
officials  who  have  rendered  good  services  in  the  past  to 
their  clubs.  It  seems  a great  pity  that  clubs  do  not 
adopt  one  uniform  time  for  closing  their  financial  year. 
For  instance,  railway  companies  grant  their  privileges 
from  Jan  1.  to  Dec.  31.  Now,  if  clubs  made  a point  of 
winding  up  their  year  on  Oct.  31  they  would  know  what 
members  to  depend  on  for  the  next  calendar  year.  The 
meeting  of  the  Manchester  Centre  of  tho  N.A.  A.  on  the 
14th  stands  adjourned. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Probably  owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  holidays, 
the  waters  preserved  by  the  Leicester  Angling  Society 
from  Leicester  to  Wigston  have  hardly  received  their 
usual  amount  of  attention  from  local  sportsmen.  This 
is  not  attributable  to  lack  of  sport,  as  the  takes  of 
roach  and  perch  have  proved.  We  have  had  a lot  of 
rain  during  the  week,  which  has  put  the  streams  in 
excellent  order,  but  the  cold  winds  have  not  made  out- 
door sport  at  all  enjoyable.  A few  takes  from  tbe  home 
waters  wore  : Mr.  Willett,  91b.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Prime,  111b. 
of  roach  and  a brace  of  perch ; Mr.  Chester,  71b.  of  roach  • 
Mr.  Fossey,  51b.  of  perch;  Mr.  Harford,  51b.  of  roach,  and 
a lot  of  other  small  captures.  Matters  at  the  district 
resorts  around  Leicester  have  shown  a little  more  life 
during  the  last  few  days.  The  outlook  for  the  holiday 
angler  is  very  cheering,  the  waters  on  all  bands  being 
in  better  condition  for  the  time  of  year  than  has  been 
known  for  many  seasons.  One  drawback  will  be  found 
in  the  pike  not  being  on  the  feed.  The  green  grub  is 
again  proving  an  effective  lure  for  roach  in  the  Leicester 
waters. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  is  very  little  to  report  this  week,  sport  having 
been  very  slow  everywhere  in  the  district.  Owing  to 
the  continued  mild  weather  pike  have  not  been  on  the 
feed  at  all  except  on  one  piece  of  private  water,  where  in 
one  day  two  gentlemen  took  over  twenty  small  pike,  but 
only  kept  four,  all  the  others  being  under  41b.  Next 
week,  if  pike  are  feeding  at  all,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  good  fish  may  be  taken  by  anglers  who  will  make 
Christmas  holiday  a fishing  holiday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

^ The  Trent  in  this  district  is  running  in  heavy  volume. 
The  weather  has  been  much  disturbed  of  late,  and  very 
little  fisbirg  has  been  indulged  in.  On  the  Clifton  and 
Wilford  lengths  some  respectable  lots  of  big  roach  have 
been  obtained.  I recently  mentioned  that  Mr.  J. 
Theaker,  of  Canal-street,  had  above  3,000  splendid  dace 
in  his  tanks  for  pike  bait.  They  have  since  all  been 
disposed  of.  I learn  that  somo  person  or  persons  have 
been  convicted  by  the  trustees  of  Burton-on-Trent  for 
illegally  interfering  with  the  salmon  on  the  spawning 
beds  in  the  Dove  in  the  Tutbury  district. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  week  has  been  the 
visit  of  a deputation  from  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion to  tho  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Mundella,  M.P.,  ex- Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Mundella  has  long  been  a 
friend  of  anglers,  and  especially  of  the  Sheffield  Society, 
and  when  it  was  learned  that  he  was  about  to  visit 
Sheffield,  a deputation  was  appointed  to  seo  him  on 
several  subjects  on  which  Sheffielders  feel  very 
acutely.  The  deputation  had  a long  chat  with 
Mr.  Mundella,  and  fully  explained  their  objections 
to  the  proposed  rod  tax.  They  also  spoke  on  tiie  quer- 
tion  of  their  being  no  close  seasons  in  some  districts, 
and  the  need  for  a proper  definition  of  private  waters.’ 
Mr.  Mundella  promised  to  represent  the  opinioni 
expressed  to  the  Fishery  Department  in  London,  and  to 
use  his  utmost  to  protect  tho  interests  of  Sheffield 
anglers.  The  heavy  rains  wo  have  been  having  have  had 
a detrimental  effect  on  angjing,  and  I do  not  hoar  of  any 
catches  of  importance  being  made.  Prospects  are  not 
very  bright. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  anglers  in  general,  but  to  the  Shropshire  brethren 
m particular  may  we,,  by  tbe  courtesy  of  our  editor, 
extend  in  this  our  Christmas  numbera  cordial  greeting’ 
accompanied  by  a heartfelt  wish  that  tight  lines  and 
pleasant  times  may  be  theirs  during  the  coming  year. 
YVe  shall  not  bo  permitted,  so  far  as  indications  at  the 
time  of  writing  point,  to  enjoy  our  Christmas  amid  the 
seasonable  elements  of  frost  and  snow,  but  on  the  other 
hand  wo  may  be  able  to  go  a-fishing  attired  in  light 
summer  garments.  Still,  may  our  rejoicing  be  nor.e  the 
less  hearty  or  our  festive  season  less  happy.  Reports 
come  to  hand  of  the  recent  capture  of  some  fine  gray- 
ling  between  Buildwas  aud  Atehani,  where  the  river  bed 
favours  their  habits,  and  it  is  stated  on  reliable 
authority  that  these  fish  aro  generally  on  the  increase 
in  tho  Severn. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


OH  I 


December  22,  1894 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tbo  heavy  rain  of  tho  past  woek  caused  a sudden  riHO 
in  our  rivers  and  streams.  Thcro  waH  a riso  of  over  a 
foot  on  tho  Tome,  and  tho  Avon  lias  overflowed  its 
banks  and  inundated  tho  fields  in  tho  lower  portions,  and 
all  tho  watei'H  have  boon  very  high  coloured.  In  spito  of 
which  some  enthusiastic  anglers  have  boon  out  and  had 
good  sport  among  tho  roach  in  tho  Severn,  and  capital 
sport  among  tho  dace  in  the  Tome.  Mr.  Avory,  fishii  g 
with  tho  lobworm  in  tho  lattor  rivor,  had  a grand  catch  of 
daco  and  a grayling  or  two,  somo  of  tho  fish  nearly  lib., 
each.  Scvoral  others  had  a nioo  lot.  Tho  water  is  now 
fast  receding,  and  I trust  will  bo  in  good  order  by  next 
week,  when  many  anglers  will  be  on  tho  job. 

FROM  IRELAND 

CORK.— On  tbo  later  rivers  spawning  is  going  on 
most  satisfactorily.  There  have  been  no  sudden  or 
violent  floods,  and  nothing  in  tho  lino  of  frost  has  proved 
injurious  to  the  spawning  fish  so  far.  Tho  number  of 
salmon  and  sea  trout  up  this  year  on  all  the  spawning 
rivers  has  been  abovo  the  average,  but  I regret  to  say 
that  poaching  has  boen,  and  is  still,  prevalent. 

KERRY.— Spawning  is  now  practically  over  on  all  the 
earlier  rivers  in  South  Kerry.  On  tho  Cummeragh  the 
bulk  of  tho  salmon  and  sea  trout  have  spawned,  and  aro 
now  dropping  down  gradually  to  the  lake  en  route  to  the 
sea.  Somo  sea  angling  has  been  had  during  the  last  few 
days  at  Darrynane,  Rinneen,  Kells,  and  Dingle,  but  tho 
weather  has  been  too  wild  to  allow  any  boats  to  go  out 
in  the  more  open  bays. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

At  a general  meeting  of  tho  above  society,  held  at  the 
Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  G.  D. 
Deuchar  presiding,  it  was  decided  that  tho  recommen- 
dation cf  the  committee  respecting  the  bye-laws  of  the 
society’s  water  at  Addlestone  bo  agreed  to  ; and  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  A.  Drink  water  it  was  resolved  to  purchase 
a punt  for  the  use  of  members  on  the  private  water, 
provided  the  punt  in  question  on  inspection  is  in  good 
condition.  The  next  meeting  night  falling  on  New 
Year’s  Eve,  it  was  resolved  not  to  assemble  until  Jan. 
14,  1895,  when  a reading  will  be  given,  illustrated  with 
dissolving  views.  Members  will  be  allowed  to  invite 
friends  on  this  occasion,  and  ladies  will  be  admitted. 
The  following  new  members  were  elected  : Messrs.  W. 
Brown,  Colegi-ove,  T.  Smith,  T.  Gibbard,  C.  Caine,  W. 
Cate,  W.  H.  Cate,  G.  D.  Payne,  and  E.  Walker.  Mr. 
H.  Hammerton  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 


LINES 

Written  on  the  Back  of  a Subscription  Order 
Form  for  the  Fishing  Gazette,  sent  to  the 
Editor  with  Postal  Order  for  10s.  6d. 

At  this  time  of  year  with  bills  we’re  beset, 

And  I find  I’ve  not  paid  for  my  Fishing  Gazette; 

So  a Post  Office  Order  I cheerfully  send 
To  pay  for  a year  for  my  cheery  old  friend. 

I’ve  taken  it  in  from  its  earliest  days, 

It  has  warmed  me  with  bright  piscatorial  rays  ; 

It  comes  with  a bright  weekly  welcome  to  all, 

In  the  artizan’s  cottage,  or  nobleman’s  hall ; 

For  it  tells  of  bright  days  by  river  and  stream, 

Of  patient  roach  fishers,  and  big  bags  of  bream, 

Of  those  who  delight  in  making  a show, 

Or  at  mighty  big  pike  can  draw  the  long  how  ! 

In  its  pages  each  week  I keenly  peruse, 

From  loch,  river,  and  stream  the  last  bit  of  news  ; 

Oft  in  long  wintry  evenings,  I retire  to  my  den, 

Get  down  the  old  volumes,  “ light  up,”  and  then, 

In  Nicotian  glamour  am  soon  far  away, 

By  Don,  or  up  Deeside  ; by  Tweed  or  fair  Tay  ; 

Recall  halcyon  days  with  Johnnie  and  Hugh  ; 

(My  trusty  old  comrades,  I oft  think  of  you, 

Of  our  glorious  salmon,  our  baskets  of  trout — 

“ That’s  him  ! ” Ye  hae  him  ! ! Be  canny  ! ! Look 
out ! ! !) 

Through  the  clouds  in  my  sanctum  I watch  every  “ rise  ” 
Again  play  my  fish,  and  again  land  my  prize ; 

And  all  the  year  round  I shall  never  forget, 

The  pleasure  I find  in  my  Fishing  Gazette. 

But,  dear  Mr.  Marston,  I hear  you  call  ‘‘Time  !” 

So  I’ll  wind-up  this  fishing  nonsensical  rhyme. 

Best  wishes  for  Christmas,  a Happy  New  Year, 

Success  to  the  paper,  it’s  nothing  to  fear; 

Love  to  all  fishers  true  with  their  honest,  keen  faces, 
May  their  lines  ever  fall  in  the  pleasantest  places  ! 
Watford,  Dec.  20,  1894.  C.  E.  Fry. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to 
our  readers. 

H.  P.  Turner,  of  401,  Now  Cross-road,  London,  for 
“ Angler  combination  outfit.” 


The  Drama  or  To-day  i»  in  a decidedly  healthy  condition. 
This  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  our  leading  dramatists  endeavour 
to  produce  work  which  will  rank  ns  literature.  But  it  is.  of  course, 
mainly  due  to  tho  appreciation  which  the  British  public  always 
shows  for  a good  play.  Indeed,  the  British  public  invariably 
patronises  what  is  good.  This  accounts  for  the  wonderful 
popularity,  as  a family  medicine,  of  Holloway's  Pills  and  Oint- 
ment. Tho  British  public  knows  by  experience  that  for  purifying 
the  blood,  invigorating  the  ncrvrH,  and  promoting  tho  healthy 
action  of  the  liver,  there  is  nothing  in  tho  whole  wide  world  to 
equal  Holloway’s  Pills;  while  for  curing  gout,  rheumatism,  and 
the  like,  the  Ointment  is  unsurpassed. 


M It.  WALBRAN  AT  TIIE  BALLOON 
SOCIETY. 

< >n  Tnosday  ovoning  last,  Die.  18,  a locturo,  entitled 
“ The  Four  Seasons  of  Angling,”  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Francis  M.  Walbran  (of  Leeds)  before  tbo  members  and 
friends  of  the  Balloon  Society,  and  also  before  tbo 
members  and  friends  of  the  London  club  anglers.  There 
was  a largo  and  appreciative  audience,  the  lecture  being 
graced  by  tho  presence  of  many  ladies. 

Tho  Balloon  Society  bolds  its  weekly  meetings  in  tho 
spacious  “Gallery”  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  Art 
Society,  Conduit-street,  Regent-street,  and  as  may  bo 
imagined,  those  who  eamo  early  to  secure  a scat  were 
agreeably  entertained  by  an  inspection  of  tho  many 
choice  works  of  art  which  adorned  tho  walls,  pending 
the  commencement  of  tho  lecture.  As  a lecturer  Mr. 
Walbran  is  facile  princeps.  Ho  knows  wbat  to  say,  and 
says  it.  Allhough  suffering  from  a slight  cold  hisvoico 
was  clear  and  resonant,  and  the  frequent  bursts  of 
laughter  and  applauso  fully  testified  to  the  enjoyment 
he  imparted  to  his  hearers.  In  tho  course  of  his  lecture, 
which  was  illustrated  by  over  100  roally  splendid  slides 
of  nearly  all  the  most  beautiful  fishing  spot*  that  could 
bo  conceived.  Mr.  Walbran  stated  that  there  was  no 
country  in  the  world  that  offered  such  exceptional  facili- 
ties for  angling  as  Great  Britain.  Tho  spring  fever  began 
to  lay  hold  of  the  angler  at  the  beginning  of  March,  but 
in  the  North  of  England  April  was  quite  early  enough  to 
begin.  For  fishing  at  that  time  of  year  only  four  kinds 
of  flies  were  sufficient.  The  Thames  trout  was  quite  a 
different  species  to  that  o£ any  other  river,  but  of  all 
kinds  it  was  the  most  cunning.  On  June  1 “coarse” 
fishing,  which  was  looked  forward  to  by  tho  working 
man  with  great  interest,  began.  Why  it  should  be  called 
“ coarse  ” fishing  he  could  not  understand,  for  both 
roach  and  bream  were  included  in  that  class,  and  gave 
splendid  sport.  On  that  occasion  he  was  of  opinion 
that  greater  restrictions  should  be  put  upon  that  section 
of  the  pastime.  The  winter  gave  them  the  hardy  roach, 
tho  pike,  and  the  grayling,  all  of  which  provided  good 
sport.  The  lecturer  also  dealt  with  salmon  fishing,  and 
gave  some  charming  pictures  of  rivers  noted  for -this 
branch  of  the  sport. 

To  attempt  in  the  short  space  at  the  disposal  of  the 
writer  to  enumerate  tho  whole  of  the  scenes  would  be 


impossible.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  a rare  fund  of  in- 
formation was  imparted  to  the  large  audience.  At  the 
close  of  the  lecture  Mr.  Walbran  received  quite  an 
ovation,  and  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Crumplen  (“  Old 
Izaak”),  in  proposing  a vote  of  thanks,  said  he  felt 
sure  they  had  all  been  greatly  interested  in  the  lecture 
and  the  beautiful  views  shown  on  the  screen.  He  could 
only  imagine  that  many  of  the  ladies  present,  who  had 
never  enjoyed  the  delights  of  angling,  would  now  be 
tempted  to  wield  the  rod  and  line,  and  perhaps  they 
might  even  do  so  on  some  of  the  rivers  they  had  been 
shown  that  night.  He  concluded  by  calling  upon  Mr. 
W.  H.  Lefevre  (President  of  the  Balloon  Society),  to 
move  a resolution. 

Mr.  Lefevre  proposed  ; “ This  meeting  is  of  opinion 
that  a Bill  should  be  introduced  in  the  next  session  of 
Parliament  for  the  protection  of  coarse  fish  in  our 
rivers,  lakes,  and  other  fresh  waters,  and  that  special 
attention  should  be  given  to  regulations  affecting  the 
undue  capture  of  immature  fish.’ ‘ He  remarked  that, 
although  not  much  of  an  angler  himself,  he  had  never- 
theless very  great  pleasure  in  moving  the  abovo  reso- 
lution, believing  that  coarse  fish  should  certainly  be 
protected  in  the  interests  of  the  working  classes,  so 
many  of  whom  were  anglers.  Salmon  and  trout  fishing 
were  too  expensive  a luxury  for  the  working-man  angler, 
and  the  only  chance  ho  had  was  to  get  some  coarse 
fishing.  The  Upper  Ten  disdained  to  catch  roach,  and 
perch,  &c  , hut  with  tho  working  classes  it  was  different, 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion  that  their  sport  ought  to 
be  looked  after  and  protected.  In  regard  to  the  taking 
of  immature  fish,  he  thought  it  was  an  abomimble 
thing  to  do  so,  and  bo  heartily  supported  that  portion 
of  the  resolution  which  was  to  tho  effect  that  special 
attention  should  bo  given  to  regulations  affecting 
the  undue  capture  of  immaturo  fish.  With  refer- 
ence to  tho  lecture,  he  thought  it  was  a great  com- 
pliment to  tho  Balloon  Society  that  Mr.  Walbran  had 
como  all  tho  way  from  Leeds  to  address  the  mombers 
and  tho  London  anglers  on  the  “ Four  Soasons  of 
Angling,”  in  whicli  ho  was  sure  tbay  had  all  been  greatly 
interested. 

Captain  Wilson  Eoconding,  said:  1 should  have  hesi- 
1 tatod  on  being  notified  to  sooond  this  resolution  wore  it 


not  wo  are  all  angling  for  somo  object  or  another  ; it  is 
not  only  by  a rod  and  lino  we  try  to  hook  a dinner,  a 
ticket  for  Buckingham  Palace,  or  a eon-in-law.  Our 
president,  in  proposing  tho  resolution,  stated  that  ho 
had  caught  a trout.  Alas  ! I can  only  say  I caught  the 
doctor  who  accompanied  mo  by  my  catching  bis  lip 
with  my  fly.  So  he  said  push  it  through,  break 
tho  barb  off,  ar.d  then  draw  it  out  backwards. 
Wbat  a wonderful  thing  presence  of  mind  is!  Bat 
then  what’s  tho  goo!  of  a doctor  who  has  not 
presence  of  mind?  But  for  the  lecture.  I am  sure 
we  have  all  been  delighted  with  the  photographic 
display,  but,  if  I might  bo  pardoned,  these  successives 
of  loch,  lake,  river,  Htreain,  &c.,  give  a sensation  of 
water  on  the  brain  ; and  this  alternation  of  Scotch  and 
Irish,  English  and  Welsh  “tit-bits”  for  anglers’ 
guidance  give  the  mind  the  feeling  of  jjlaying  “ hop- 
scotch ” over  Great  Britain.  But  what  an  enviable 
pursuit  angling  is,  in  spite  of  the  photograph  of  the 
lecturer  “ fishing  in  winter  ! ” I wonder  what  he  would 
charge  the  Bank  of  England  for  so  doing  if  he 
did  not  like  it  ? This  eccentricity  of  predilec- 
tion is  the  justification  for  Socialism,  with  the 
other  innumerable  amusements  which,  as  internally 
stimulated,  cannot  be  produced  “to  order  ” — “ hunting, 
fishing,  golfing.”  Fishing  is  the  intermediate  between 
reflection  and  tho  marvels  of  nature,  which  in  the 
attenuation  of  discriminating  observation  make  the 
fisherman  and  the  naturalist  synonymous ; whereas 
the  huntsman  and  gaiter  are  the  impelled  of  imitational 
pursuance  in  disregard  of  the  associative  through  pre- 
cipitancy of  expectancy.  But  think  of  fishing  as 
an  art  ! Why,  some  seem  to  flog  the  water  as  if 
they  had  a naughty  boy  across  their  knees.  Now, 
the  real  craftsman,  as  our  lecturer,  will  throw  his 
line  with  a delicacy  of  precision  by  a jerk  of  the 
wrist,  which  sends  the  lino  in  such  buoyancy  of 
projected  impereeptibility  to  the  fly  alighting  on  the 
water,  so  deluding  the  fish  of  its  being  the  extremity  of 
a consequence  for  the  termination  of  its  sub-aqueous 
existence.  Sir,  I often  think  there  is  an  affinity 
between  angling  and  Freemasonry.  I must  not  tell  the 
secrets  of  the  latter,  but  do  not  anglers  signify 
sympathy  by  a little  bend  of  the  wrist,  unobserved  by 
the  uninitiated  ? Oh  ! but  think  of  the  patience  of  the 
craft.  Did  you  ever  see  the  French  fishermen  in  Paris  ? 
How  statuesque  they  appear  in  their  immobility,  as  if 
they  were  truants  from  a French  Madame  Tussaud’s. 
Well,  there  is  one  thing  to  be  said  of  fisherman,  from 
the  Apostles  onwards,  that  a bad  man  dare  not  stand 
behind  his  rod.  But,  dear  me,  I find  I am  seconding 
the  resolution  without  having  said  anything  about 
little  fisbes. 

Mr.  W.  Senior  supported  the  resolution,  and,  in 
referring  to  the  suggested  further  fishery  legislation, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  unless  it  was  very  carefully 
watched  it  might  result  in  the  taking  away  of  some  of 
the  navigable  rivers  in  which  coarse  fish  were  to  be 
caught.  Indeed,  in  the  law  courts  already  they  had 
closed  waters  in  which  men  had  fished  from  time 
immemorial,  and  he  thought  the  London  anglers  ought 
to  do  their  utmost  to  maintain  the  waters  they  fished  at 
the  present  time  and  to  increase  them  as  much  as  they 
could. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  said  that  the  more  they  protected  the 
immature  fish  the  better  educated  they  would  become, 
and  the  less  likely  they  would  be  to  catch  them,  and  he 
believed  that,  while  the  anglers  of  the  present  day  knew 
very  little  more  than  Izaak  Walton  did  about  the 
habits  of  the  fish  and  how  to  catch  them,  the  fish  knew 
much  more  about  the  anglers.  Therefore,  he  thought 
they  should  proceed  with  caution  with  any  legislative 
action. 

Dr.  Patterson  said  he  thought  the  fish  were  very  well 
protected  by  law  already — the  taking  of  small  fish  was 
a matter  for  the  anglers  to  deal  with  themselves.  There 
was  room,  however,  to  enforce  the  law  in  the  matter  of 
protecting  the  fish  from  pollution.  The  resolution  was 
carried. 

A hearty  vote  of  thanks,  proposoi  by  Mr.  Lefevre, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Senior,  was  passed  to  the  lecturer, 
and  a similar  compliment  was,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard  (Fishing  Gazette),  seconded  by  Mr. 
A.  R.  Matthews,  paid  to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  so  ably 
officiating  as  Chairman. 

Amongst  the  audience  were  representatives  from  the 
most  influential  clubs  in  London. 


For  Christmas  they  have  made  great  preparations  for 
the  visitors  to  the  Royal  Aquarium,  where  Mr.  Ritchie 
has  brought  together  the  most  extraordinary  collection 
of  talented  artists  that  have  ever  been  seen  in  any  one 
programme.  From  10  a.m.  to  midnight  the  ball  will  bo 
kept  rolling  by  the  clever  people  who  have  been 
exclusively  engaged  to  amuse  and  intarest  all  the  paople, 
old  and  young,  who  will  crowd  to  Westminster  during 
the  holidays. 

We  have  just  seen  an  advance  copy  of  Mr.  Longley’s 
“ Thames  Anglers’  Vade-Mecum  ” for  1895  (the  eleventh 
yearly  odition),  which  will  be  ready  on  Jan.  1.  This 
penny  handbook  is  exceedingly  useful,  and  is  “ crammed 
with  information.”  It  contains  a map,  tidc-tablo, 
almanack,  distances  between  the  principal  points  and 
fishing  stations  and  from  lock  to  lock  both  ways,  tho 
nearest  railway  stations,  tho  return  fares,  and  speoial 
anglers’  rates,  tho  principal  hotels,  tho  local  fishing  to 
bo  obtained,  tho  (ishormen’s  names,  tho  Conservancy 
preserves,  and  tho  Thamos  measurements  and  fonoo 
seasons.  In  order  to  onoourago  club  seorotaries  to  tako 
a quantity,  Mr.  Longley  will  send  tho  book  post  freo 
at  Is.  per  dozen  on  receipt  of  postal  order  at  89, 
1 Warwiok-lano,  E.C. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCRS,  ftc. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  out- 
look for  Christmas  fishing  does  not  appear  very  favour- 
able, as  the  river  after  last  Friday’s  rain  rose  to  the 
extent  of  3ft.,  and  with  the  weirs  all  drawn,  put  a com- 
plete stoppage  to  angling,  with  the  result  there  is 
scarcely  anything  to  report.  The  river  on  Wednesday 
morning  had  gone  down,  but  the  weather  indications  for 
more  rain  did  not  afford  much  encouragement  for  any 
immediate  chance  of  fishing.  During  tho  last  week,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton  Court,  it  is  reported 
a considerable  number  of  small  jack  had  been  caught 
in  angling,  but  the  anglers  as  good  sportsmen  re- 
turned most  of  them  back  again  into  the  river.  The 
river  keepers  are  continuing  to  be  very  active  in  watch- 
ing the  different  portions  of  the  river  lest  anything 
should  occur  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  fish,  and  I am 
constantly  receiving  their  reports  ; and  several  little  in- 
cidents have  been  detected  of  attempts  having  been  made 
to  prevent  the  fish  returning  out  of  the  meadows  into 
the  Thames  without  any  success  to  those  who  were  so 
evil  disposed.  In  every  report  which  comes  to  hand  of 
any  illegal  practice,  in  addition  to  the  river  keepers, 
I have  always  found  the  police  willing  to  render  any 
assistance,  and  in  one  of  the  cases  now  in  operation 
they  have  promised  to  give  me  every  assistance.  There 
was  a time  when  we  were  permitted  to  invite  these  men 
to  our  keepers’  seasonable  gatherings,  but,  through  the 
interference  of  some  busybody,  who  made  a report  to 
headquarters,  it  was  considered  desirable  they  should 
not  be  invited,  and  I had  to  stop  the  invitations.  I 
have  still  to  remind  those  who  have  not  yet  contributed 
to  the  keepers’  dinner  fund,  to  do  so  as  early  as  possible, 
so  that  I can  publish  in  next  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  a 
final  list  of  contributions.  I have  had  several  nice 
letters  from  angling  clubs  inclosing  contributions,  with 
an  earnest  hope  that  other  angling  clubs  would  do  the 
same.  I can  only  regret  that  so  few,  or  scarcely  any,  of 
the  anglers  who  are  not  members  of  the  T.A.P.S.  have 
subscribed,  as  it  is  an  opportunity  when  they  could 
reoognise  the  work  that  is  done  for  their  benefit. — B. 

(Hampton  Court).  — William  Milbourne 

reports  : After  the  heavy  rain  on  Friday  the  water  rose 
three  feet  and  came  down  very  thick,  and  the  weirs 
being  all  drawn,  has  stopped  the  fishing  for  some  time. 
The  stream  has  been  so  heavy  we  have  not  bean  able  to 
get  near  where  the  big  fish  are. — B. 

(Henley). — Messrs.  Allen,  Scott,  Aberdeen, 

Arlett,  Smith,  and  Vaughan  have  had  good  sport 
recently  among  tho  jack  (largest  121b.).  Good  takes  of 
roach  have  also  been  had.  Water  in  good  condition  for 
roach  fishing. — H.  Keel. 

(Kingston). — Mr.  Howse,  fishing  for  two  days 

with  John  Knight,  has  taken  five  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace/ — B. 

Lechlade,  Cricklade.— The  high  and  dis- 
coloured state  of  the  water  militates  against  successful 
angling.  Several  parties  have  been  out  after  pike,  and  a 
few  nice  ones  are  reported  being  taken.  I am  glad  to 
see  that  there  is  still  a chance  of  the  Thames  and 
Severn  Canal  being  kept  open  for  traffic.; — F.  L. 

(Marlow). — Soon  after  my  report  was  sent 

off  last  week  a change  came  o’er  the  scene,  torrents 
of  rain  fell  and  continued  ; this,  added  to  a “blow”  at 
Sonning  iWeir  (I  am  told),  brought  the  water  over  the 
banks  by  Saturday,  and  on  Sunday  it  was  too  thick  for 
anything.  Where  possible  I wired  the  “ state,”  and  so 
far  prevented  my  guests  from  making  fruitless  journeys. 
Tuesday  : Three  jack  have  been  hooked  by  one  party — 
so  the  water  is  improving.  Wednesday:  Water  high, 
but  fair  colour.  Thursday:  Have  just  come  from  river, 
and  find  it  in  good  order.  Should  the  present  con- 
ditions hold — and  the  glass  is  rising — by  Saturday  the 
water  will  be  perfect  for  jack  and  roach. — C.  L. 
Matthews,  The  Ship,  Marlow  on-Thames. 

(Shepperton).— George  Rosewell,  one  day 

with  Mr.  Yarborough,  five  jack  ; and  another  day,  with 
Messrs.  Newark  and  Pike,  nine  jack,  the  largest  one  was 
caught  by  Mr.  J.  Pike  and  weighed  101b.  lOoz. — B. 

■ (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  who  has  gone 

to  reside  at  Datchet,  but  is  still  working  in  his  old 
district,  reports  that  one  day  with  Mr.  Moss  he  caught 
four  jack,  two  of  the  largest  weighing  161b.,  and  seven 
chub  : another  day  with  Mr.  WilsoD,  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  nine  chub  ; and  another  day  with  Mr.  Wade, 
two  dozen  of  fine  roach  and  two  jack,  the  largest  01b.— B. 

(Teddington). — There  has  been  no  fishing 

in  the  tideway,  and  the  only  report  from  the  fishermen 
is  one  from  W.  McBride,  of  one  of  his  clients,  Mr. 
Robair,  getting  a fine  jack  of  101b. — B. 

(Twickenham). — Mr.  Bradford,  fishing  with 

H.  Harper  on  the  10th  inst.,  took  ten  nice  bream  and 
one  daoe. 

— (Windsor). — Another  rise  in  the  Thames 

Valley  has  interfered  with  angling  operations,  many 
resorts  of  the  bank  angler  being  quite  inaccessible, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  well-known  “Cobler”  near 
Windsor  bridge  is  under  water,  and  at  the  Windsor  weir 
the  repairing  gang  sent  by  the  Conservators  to  repair 
the  weir  have  had  to  cease  work.  Jack  and  chub  fishing 
is  out  of  the  question,  though  I have  taken  both  in  a 
thicker  water  than  at  present,  but  the  chances  against 
the  angler  are  so  great  I would  advise  leaving  them 
alone  till  the  water  tines  down  which  I hope  will  be  very 
soon.  Fine  day  to-day,  and  water  going  down. — B.  R.  B. 

Aide  ( Aldeburg h.- on- Sea) . —Some  really  good  sport 
has  been  met  with  by  seveial  gentlemen  visitors  up 
the  river  during  the  past  week  from  Stanny  flats  up  to 
Sken  church,  to  which  very  unusual  point  the  codlings, 


&o.,  seemed  to  have  shifted  lately,  and  are  now  feeding 
“freely”  with  “whelk”  and  “lug-worm”  bait. — 
G.  A.  Whistler. 

Coin,  Leacli  and  Windrush.  — These  trout 
streams  are  again  bank  high,  and  in  flood  in  many  parts. 
The  trout  have  already  got  to  work  on  the  gravel 
spawning  bed,  and  show  up  in  good  numbers.  For 
those  anglers  who  like  to  make  their  own  flies  in  the 
dull  winter  months  tho  following  list  of  useful  onos  for 
these  streams  may  not  be  now  out  of  place,  and  they  are, 
viz.,  March  Browns,  Olive  Duns  (all  the  season 
through),  Black  and  Brown  Alders,  Yrllow  Duns, 
Gold-ribbed  Hare’s-ear,  Red  and  Blue  Quill  Gnats, 
Black  Gnats,  Green  and  Gray  Drakes,  Red  Spinners, 
and  Gold  and  Silver  Sedge,  and  White  Moth  and  Coach- 
man for  evening. — Pan. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  river  was  in  good 
condition  until  last  Saturday,  since  which  we  have  had 
a lot  of  rain,  and  now  (17th)  snow  water  is  coming  down, 
and  the  water  in  bad  order  for  fishing.  A few  jack 
have  been  caught,  and  last  week  a pike  of  141b.  was 
taken  at  Stamford  Bridge. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  fresh  of  this  week 
will  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  spawning  trout, 
as  they  have  been  on  the  move  up  the  small  streams  to 
the  spawning  beds.  Sport  prospects  are  also  bright  for 
Christmastime  at  present. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Ten  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — Angling  has 
scarcely  been  so  good  this  week  as  last,  owing  to  the 
stormy  weather.  Members  of  clubs  at  Stamford,  Market 
Deeping,  Spalding,  &c.,  have  been  on  subscription 
waters,  chiefly  after  pike,  and  have  got  some  pretty 
good  fish. — Limpet. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End). — The  Walthamstow  Brothers 
had  a pegged  down  match  from  the  Pike  and  Anchor  to 
Piggott’s  Lock.  A fishless  contest.  Of  the  twenty-five 
members  expected  only  about  half-a-dozen  attended. 
Other  results  for  the  week:  Messrs.  Fuller,  jack; 
French,  roach  ; Steel,  jack  ; Barnes,  jack  ; and  Gillespie, 
roach.  The  weather  is  very  dull;  the  water  rather 
too  plentiful  and  muddy  for  satisfactory  fishing. — F. 
Green. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Angling  generally  has  been  but 
poor  lately,  owing  to  the  rough,  unsettled  weather.  A 
few  more  fine  days  will  alter  matters  in  that  respect,  as 
the  water  soon  runs  down  and  gets  into  proper  condition  ; 
the  colder  and  slightly  frosty  weather  we  are  having 
will  also  be  conducive  to  improved  sport.  I do  not 
hear  of  much  fishing  having  been  done  anywhere  ; Mr. 
Stephens  had  a perch  weighing  lib.  ll|oz.  from  the 
river  Rib.  I hear  of  no  jack  or  pike  being  caught,  but 
fully  expect  to  do  so  if  the  present  weather  continues. 
— Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  a high  condition.  Rain  has 
been  had,  and  but  little  fishing  has  been  done.  No 
grayling  are  rising,  and  but  few  rods  have  been  out. 
Sport  will  be  quiet  until  the  water  dears.  The  Pinsley 
is  coloured  ; fishing  in  it  dull. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Continued  stormy  weather  has  caused  these  rivers  to 
rise  some  8in.  or  9in.  of  stained  water,  and,  unless  more 
seasonable  weather  sets  in,  the  prospect  of  sport  during 
the  coming  holidays  is  not  encouraging. — R.  T.  W. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— River  at  present  in  fu’l 
flood,  all  the  sluices  at  the  locks  being  up,  therefore 
very  little  hope  of 'fishing  this  week.  No  anglers  have 
been  out,  therefore  nothing  done. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Denver).  — A brisk  walk  of  several  miles 
along  the  riverside  taken  shortly  before  penning  this 
report,  enables  mo  to  record  the  fact  that  the  water  is 
unquestionably  in  excellent  condition  for  piking,  and 
from  what  could  be  observed  no  better  conditions  are 
required,  bar  some  frost,  than  those  at  present  existing 
for  what  ought  to  result  in  good  sport,  if  things  continue 
as  at  present. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  heavy  rains  of  Friday 
last  again  put  the  river  out  of  condition.  It  is  now  the 
colour  of  pea-soup,  and  very  high  ; it  is,  however,  fall- 
ing rapidly,  and  may  possibly  (if  the  weather  remains 
very  fine)  be  fishable  by  Saturday.  Tho  land,  however, 
is  so  full  of  water  that  a little  rain  only  will  upset  all 
chances  of  sport  for  some  time. — C.  B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Since  my  last  report  the 
river  has  been  in  flood,  and  nothing  to  record.  At  time 
of  writing  it  has  subsided,  bnt  very  thick  (unfisbable), 
and  I think  probably  it  will  not  be  in  condition  for 
Christmas  holidays.  Previous  to  this  extra  water  sport 
was  exceptionally  good,  and  many  anglers  lost  a good 
opportunity,  but  when  it  is  in  fishing  order  again  pike 
will  bo  well  on  the  feed  again. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  river,  after  having  had 
another  attack  of  flood,  is  now  in  its  own  channel,  and  a 
very  good  colour  indeed  in  our  reach,  in  the  broad  parts 
away  from  the  bridge.  I had  a short  turn  on  Wednes- 
day, and  got  one  decent  jack,  and  am  in  hopes  of  getting 
no  more  rain,  and  then  we  shall  have  grand  sport  for 
Christmas. — A.  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  very  unsettled 
weather  prevailed  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  on  Sunday 
all  these  rivers  overflowed  their  banks  but  soon  again 
recovered  their  usual  course,  and  after  this  rise  of  water 
some  very  good  sport  was  obtained.  At  present  wo  have 
a recurrence  of  the  stormy  weather,  and  these  streams 
arc  again  flooded. — Vyrnwy, 

Stort  (Harlow). — River  in  flood  and  very  thick, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains  of  last  week.  Several  anglers 
tried  on  Dpc.  10,  but  without  success. — D.  Surinoham. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Sportlhas  been  very  slow 
during  the  past  week,  owing  no  doubt  to  heavy  rains  on 
the  nights  of  tho  13th  and  15th  inst.,  which  made  the 
water  on  fhe  10th  very  muddy.  Soveral  anglors  were 


out  on  the  10th,  but  I did  not  hoar  of  one  sizeable  fish 
being  taken.  The  river  is  now  clearing  down  nicely,  and 
should  be  in  famous  colour  for  the  Christmas  holidays. — 
W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Heavy 
gales  with  rain,  hail,  and  snow  have  been  our  visitant 
during  the  week.  Our  rivers  are  somewhat  clouded, 
and  should  the  rain  continue  the  water  will  be  over  the 
banks  in  some  districts.  Several  anglers  have  braved 
the  rough  weather,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  Arun.  Pike  up  to  81b.  are  notified  from  near 
Billinghurst,  and  from  tho  Pulborough  and  Amberley 
Reach  pike  of  7Jlb. , perch  weighing  1 Jib. , and  roach 
weighing  1 Jib.  Bream  have  reached  3Jlb. , and  have  fed 
fairly  well  on  favourable  days.  Those  who  have  tried 
the  Adur  in  the  Ste.vning  portion  of  tho  water  have 
obtained  a few  good  dace  and  roach,  and  a carp  of  41b. 
was  recently  taken  with  worm  higher  up  the  river. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  — The  Teme  is  now  running 
coloured  and  out  of  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has 
been  very  quiet,  and  few  rods  out.  The  weather  has 
been  rough,  and  a good  few  salmon  seen  up  the  river. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  river  is  now 
rising  and  is  coloured.  Little  angling  has  been  done  of 
late.  Salmon  have  been  coming  down  the  river,  and  a 
good  few  have  been  seen  dead.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  coloured. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark)  . — The  Trent,  which  c ime  on  rapidly 
during  Saturday  night,  continued  to  rise  during  the  fol- 
lowing twenty-four  hours,  and  is  holding  up  at  time 
of  writing,  and  under  present  atmospheric  conditions 
prospects  do  not  appear  very  brilliant  for  the  coming 
Christmas  week.  Up  to  Thursday  dace  had  taken 
gentles,  and  above  the  town  several  pike  were  bagged, 
Mr.  Walter  King  securing  seven,  and  Mr.  Johnson  four, 
including  one  over  121b  , on  the  afternoon  named. — 
Trentsider. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — The  prospects  for 
the  Christmas  anglers  on  the  Witham  are  very  good,  and 
there  are  signs  of  a continuance  of  the  open  weather. 
The  water  is  in  good  trim  for  pike  fishing,  and  recent 
experiences  show  that  there  are  plenty  in  the  water  for 
the  catching.  Bottom  fishing  is  rather  quiet,  but  good 
sport  is  still  to  be  had  on  the  side  drains,  and  drains 
about  Boston.  The  Fossdyke  is  also  worth  attention. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Heavy  rain 
has  fallen  every  day  this  week,  and  both  streams  are 
very  swollen.  There  will  be  no  more  fly-fishing  this  year, 
but  those  who  practise  bottom  fishing  will  have  a capital 
chance  of  getting  a dish  of  grayling  for  Christmas,  as 
the  Derwent  will  be  in  capital  trim  for  this  style  of  fish- 
ing by  the  end  of  the  week. — Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea. — With  the  few  favourable  days 
for  anglers  during  the  past  week,  fairly  good  sport  has 
been  experienced,  the  best  bags  being  made,  as  usual, 
with  “tipple  tows”  in  the  deep  water.  Fine  codling 
and  flat  fish  being  plentiful. — G.  A.  W. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  wind  that  has  prevailed 
during  the  last  few  days,  the  water  has  become  thick 
and  has  put  a stop  to  rod  and  line  fishing.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  the  weather  has  improved,  and  a few 
boats  went  out  and  returned  with  an  average  of  a score 
and  a-half  of  fine  whiting  and  some  fair  codling.  Should 
the  weather  continue  to  improve,  there  will  be  some 
good  sport  during  Christmas.  The  sprat  boats  are 
bringing  in  splendid  catches,  weighing  over  41b.  to  the 
120  sprats.— Edward  Hanger  (Agent  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Although  fish  are  plentiful, 
there  is  not  much  doing  at  present.  Whiting  are  re- 
markably fine  just  now.  We  are  having  unsettled 
weather. — H. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Fishing  off  the  pier  is  perfectly 
useless  The  old  stagers  on  it  fish  with  rod  and  long 
swimming  lines  with  twenty-five  hooks,  and  the  result 
of  their  day’s  fishing  is  sometimes  nil,  or  thoy  may  have 
by  chance  a single  fish. — H.  Salinger. 

Penzance. — Rod  anglers  have  had  good  sport  with 
pollack  and  mullet  in  the  harbour  during  the  past  week. 
Our  larger  boats  have  just  sailed  for  Plymouth,  and  our 
small  boats  are  fitting  out  for  long  line  fishing.  Deep 
sea  trawling  is  on  the  improve. — II. 

Plymouth. — Towards  Christmas  the  amateur  fisher- 
man forgets,  to  a certain  extent,  the  pleasing  hour  he 
spends  on  the  briny  deep  or  on  tho  piers  and  rocks, 
catching  the  unwary  fish,  and  turns  his  attention  or 
thoughts  to  the  coming  festivities  usually  attendant  at 
Christmas-time,  namely,  roast  goose  and  plum  pudding, 
therefore  we  do  not  see  so  many  at  the  various  haunts 
whore  fish  do  congregate.  There  are  plenty  of  smelt 
(the  atherine)  being  caught  at  Millbay  from  off  tho 
stone  pier,  the  catches  averaging  about  four  or  five 
dozen,  with  a few  stray  pollack  and  grey  mullet.  Conger 
arc  still  to  be  had  at  night,  or  from  say  8 to  12  p.m. 
One  fisherman  will  have  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  throw 
lines,  some  distance  apart,  each  thrown  from  off  thi 
rocks.  These  he  visits  regularly,  and  tho  excitement 
and  exercise  keeps  tho  blood  circulating. — William 
Hearder. 

Portmagee. — The  pollack  fishery  continues  to  afford 
good  sport  in  tho  more  sheltered  localities.  No  bottom 
fishing  has  been  done  at  the  usual  grounds  owing  to 
unfavourable  winds.— T.  J.  I). 

Valentia. — Angling  for  bottom  fish  has  been  sus- 
pended for  the  past  week  owing  to  a rough  sea  and  a 
harsh  south-easterly  wind.  Pollack  fishers  had  fair 
sport. — T.  J.  D. 
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Waterville. — There  has  boon  no  sea  fishing  to  report 
this  week  in  the  line  of  angling.  Tho  weather  has  been 
very  wild,  and  a heavy  soa  was  running  all  tho  time. 
Tho  nots,  however,  took  soino  hauls  of  pollack  at  Dorry- 
nane  in  a couple  of  days. — T.  J.  D. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland  Stivers. — Tho  rivers  havo  been 
in  fine  volume  during  tho  past  week,  which  augurs  well 
for  tho  later  winter  fish  gotting  to  tho  redds  by 
Christmas.  Tho  “ Killibegs,”  as  they  are  locally 
termed,  aro  being  seen  in  considerable  numbers  work- 
ing on  the  reaches  below  Aboyno,  and  altogether  the 
spawning  season  from  beginning  to  end  has  beon  the 
briskest  and  best  known  for  many  long  years  back. 
Disease,  however,  is  still  on  the  increase,  and  one 
watcher  alono  has  buried  over  twenty  fish  this  season 
from  tho  Dee,  whioh  gives  a fair  index  to  its  decided 
prodominanco.  Angling  waters  are  letting  rapidly  on 
the  Dee  at  much  the  same  rents  as  last  year.  It  is  some- 
what promature  to  spoak  of  the  coming  season,  but  tho 
close  time  is  half  over,  and  the  time  will  be  on  us  none 
too  soon  for  impatient  anglers,  who  are  meantime 
killing  the  time  with  an  occasional  day  in  tho  warren. — 
Deesider. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — During  the  past  ten  days  these 
rivers  have  been  in  flood  twice,  once  last  week  and  again 
yesterday  (Tuesday),  tho  latter  flood  being  fully  4ft. 
With  the  exception  of  those  rises  both  streams  have 
been  running  in  capital  volume  since  the  close  of  the 
salmon  rod  fishing  season  at  the  end  of  last  month. 
When  in  ply,  a few  of  the  all-the-year-round  anglers 
have  been  out  trying  their  hand  with  bait,  and  some 
have  been  successful  in  getting  a number  of 
common  yellow  trout,  while  one  or  two  also 
managed  to  capture  a bull  trout  or  so  as  well.  The 
heaviest  basket  of  trout  killed  would  weigh  about  31b., 
while  the  bull  trout  got  were  from  21b.  to  41b.  each.  The 
latter  fish  were  killed  on  the  Teviot,  but  like  the  com- 
mon trout  were  not  in  very  good  condition,  and  scarcely 
fit  for  table  use.  A number  of  breeding  salmon  were 
observed  on  the  “ redds”  in  the  Kelso  district  before  the 
latter  flood  came  on,  but  the  numbers  seen  all  over  the 
river  are  not  one  tithe  of  what  has  been  seen  in  many 
previous  years  back.  In  fact,  on  the  splendid  breeding 
beds  in  the  Kelso  district,  where  formerly  hundreds  of 
these  fish  were  to  be  observed,  not  a dozen  “ pairs  ” have 
as  yet  been  seen  this  season.  The  fungoid  disease,  too, 
has  also  made  its  appearance,  and  with  some  virulence, 
but  the  fish  mostly  affected  are  the  bull  trout.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  latest  flood  will  have  brought  up  a 
good  supply  of  the  late  spawning  salmon,  if  there  are 
any  left  to  come  up  from  the  sea  now,  after  all  the 
illegal  netting  that  has  lately  been  going  on. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagli,  co.  Tyrone).— The  late 
salmon  are  commencing  to  appear  now.  At  Mnllan  bar 
two  fish  were  observed  which  it  was  estimated  were 
over  501b.  each.  Attempts  are  being  made  to  net  the 
river,  but,  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  bailiffs,  not 
much  has  been  effected  by  the  poachers. 

Erne. — Salmon  have  nearly  all  spawned  in  this  river 
and  its  tributaries,  and,  judging  from  the  numbers  of 
fish  up  from  the  Atlantic,  the  spawning  season  was  a 
successful  one.  The  past  season  was  a grand  one, 
angling  being  especially  good  in  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  August. 

Donegal  Rivers. — The  prospects  for  the  season  of 
1895  are,  generally  speaking,  good ; both  salmon  and 
trout  being  apparently  plentiful  on  the  redds  of  the 
various  rivers.  The  close  season  terminates  on  the 
31st  prox.  on  the  Birnduff  and  the  well-known  Bundrowes 
river — the  connecting  water  between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  famous  Lough  Melvin. — B. 

Lough  Neagh, — The  pullen  have  now  spawned, 
and  the  season  of  1895  will  open  on  Feb.  1.  Numbers 
of  huge  salmon  are  still  coasting  the  lough  en  route  to 
the  spawning  rivers.  Kelt  trout  are  dropping  down  to 
the  lough  again. — J.  A.  B. 


Waterville. — Tho  lake  in  now  heavily  flooded, 
and  fresh  salmon  ascending  from  the  sea  in  good 
numbers.  A good  season  is  rather  confidently  exnected. 
Many  of  the  salmon  have  now  spawned.  The  Finglass 
is  now  in  heavy  flood.  The  Imey  is  also  running  pretty 
high. — T.  J.  D.  


Heptts  from  Clubs 


Anglers’  Association.-  At  the  delegates’  meeting 
on  Monday,  the  17th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  II.  Beckett  occupied 
the  chair.  The  preliminary  business  having  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  secretary  reported  in  regard  to  our  Lang- 
ford Fishery.  After  some  discussion,  Messrs.  Field  and 
Ghurney  were  commissioned  to  take  further  action  in 
the  matter.  Mr.  Malby  p linted  out  that  the  fish  secured 
by  the  late  netting  of  the  East  London  Water  Co.’s 
reservoir  had  been  turned  into  the  Lea  a little  above 
one  of  our  private  fisheries,  and  as  no  doubt  most  of  the 
fish  would  draw  down  into  it,  he  proposed  the  associa- 
tion should  bear  the  entire  cost  of  the  netting,  which 
amounts  to  £8  2s.  4d.,  as  he  considered  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Fund  should  only  be  applied  to  fish  placed 
in  public  waters.  Mr.  Field  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  also  supported  by  the  chairman  and  others ; it 
was  ultimately  decided  to  do  so.  An  application 
from  Mr.  Brougham  for  our  usual  subscription  of  one 
guinea  for  the  River  Keepers’  Dinner  was  unanimously 
voted.  One  of  our  fishery  bailiffs  reported  that  he 
had  very  carefully  watched  th\t  stretch  of  the  Lea 
between  St.  Margaret’s  and  Broadfield  Locks  on  Sunday 
last  when  the  water  was  drawn  down  owing  to  the 
sinking  of  a barge  loaded  with  breeze.  Mr.  Thorling 
reported  that  he  had  a very  successful  visit  at  the 
Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society  ; seventeen  clubs 
were  represented.  Mr.  Harris  had  visited  the  Bos- 
tonians, where  twenty-three  clubs  had  delegates. 
The  Anglers’  Benevolent  Box  yielded  £3  Os.  4d. 
Cheques  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  to  the  amount 
of  ,£71  5s.  to  pay  for  the  ensuing  quarter’s  rents 
•f  fisheries,  salaries  of  bailiffs,  and  other  expenses. 
Mr.  C.  Stebbings,  of  the  Globe  Angling  Society,  was 
unanimously  elected  hon.  bailiff  of  all  our  private 
fisheries.  The  chairman  handed  the  guinea  which  had 
been  awarded  Mr.  Barrington,  one  of  our  Lea  bailiffs, 
for  special  services  rendered  upon  a recent  occasion, 
when,  by  his  means,  we  secured  the  conviction  of 
several  poachers.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  and  wishes 
for  a happy  Christmas  was  unanimously  accorded  to  our 
vice-president,  who,  in  return,  wished  all  present  similar 
good  times.  Forty-nine  clubs  were  represented. — Hon. 
Reporter. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  13s.  4|d.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Park  Angling 
Society,  and  10s.  from  the  Ware  and  Enfield  Lock  com- 
petition. The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take 
place  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  23,  at  8.30.  On  Friday 
last  the  committee  awarded  £23  to  applications  by 
members. — R.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill-gate,  W. 
— The  prizes  won  in  the  Christmas  outing  were  taken 
as  follows  : H.  Smith,  G.  Blucks,  Vendy,  Bantick. 
The  distribution  take  place  on  Monday  at  8 p.m.  All 
winners  please  attend  and  oblige — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  W.C. — On  Dec.  16 
Mr.  J.  Drew  weighed-in  fish.  The  next  visit  on  Clerken- 
well  and  District  list  will  take  place  at  above  house  on 
Jan.  8. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  Dec.  16  several 
of  our  members  fished  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  the 
following  being  successful  : Mr.  Smith,  first  ; Mr. 
Jarrold,  second ; and  Mr.  D.  Cooper,  third  ; the  remaining 
prizes  were  drawn  for  by  Messrs.  B.  Turff,  Hadaway, 


Bailey,  King,  sen.,  S.  Dixon,  J.  James,  W.  Turner, 
C.  Barraclaugh,  Sewell,  and  Bond.  Our  match  has  been 
postponed  until  further  notice.  J.  Rich. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Result  of  outing  at 
Kingston  on  Dec.  9 for  monthly  prizes  ; Mr.  Scott,  1st; 
Mr.  Evans,  2nd  ; Mr.  Dickey,  3rd.  On  Dec.  16  tho 
members  fished  Datchet  roadway  not  the  Thames  ” — 
for  seventeen  Christmas  prizes,  and  the  only  successful 
member  was  Mr.  Dickey,  lloz.  Therefore,  the  other 
prizes  were  drawn  for,  and  will  bo  distributed  on  the 
23rd.  Members  can  weigh-in  fish  on  Boxing  night,  but 
club  business  will  bo  postponed  until  Jan.  2.  Mr. 
Roberts  was  elected  a working  member  of  this  society. 
— J.  H.  Tucker. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack,  Bermondsey-street.— The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a competition  for  their  Christmas  prizes  at 
Cookbam,'  in  conjunction  with  their  December  monthly 
series.  The  water  was  very  high  and  thick,  and 
a strong  stream  running,  consequently  sport  was  poor, 
eleven  only  taking  fish.  Mr.  G.  Armstrong,  jun.,  first, 
lib.  7oz.  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  W.  Taylor,  lib.  4oz., 
second ; Mr.  J.  Smith,  lib.  loz.,  third.  Every  member 
that  took  part  in  the  competition  won  a prize,  as  they 
were  more  numerous  than  the  competitors,  those  not 
having  any  fish  drawing  for  them.—  Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.  — Our  Christmas  prize  outing 
proved  a success,  although  we  had  very  rough  weather 
to  contend  with.  The  following  proved  most  successful : 
Mr.  Wheelhouse,  a bream  weighing  61b.  4oz.,  taken 
with  tight  line,  first ; Mr.  Cooper,  second  ; Mr.  Marri- 
gold,  third;  Mr.  J.  Farmer,  fourth;  M.  Barker  and 
Summerfield,  a tie  for  fifth  and  sixth  prizes.  Twenty- 
three  members  competed,  nearly  all  having  fish  and 
taking  prizes.  The  bream  in  question  was  weighed  by 
the  host  of  the  Anglers’  Re3t,  at  Bell  Lock,  Staines, 
and  turned  the  beam  at  61b.  3oz.,  but  on  arriving  at 
clubhouse  turned  the  scale  at  61b.  4oz. — Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— The  result  of  our 
Christmas  outing  ran  as  follows  : Mr.  Thornet  first, 
Mr.  Hasted  second,  and  T.  Davis  third.  We  spent  a 
very  enjoyable  evening  on  the  night  of  the  visit,  the 
room  being  crowded.  Eighteen  clubs  were  represented. 
The  harmony  was  excellent,  and  an  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent. — A.  Wilshaw. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— An  outing  will 
be  held  on  Jan.  13  for  several  prizes.  New  Year’s 
dinner  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  23  — J.  H. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Ruyal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  Dec.  16  Mr.  Marshall  saved  us  a 
blank  with  roach.  There  are  several  Christmas  prizes 
not  won  yet,  which  will  be  fished  for  on  a future  date. 
All  fish  taken  during  Christmas  week  will  be  eligible  to 
be  weighed-in. — E.  T.  White. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society.— Our  outing 
at  Bourne  End  was  a failure,  no  member  baviog  secured 
the  necessary  weight  of  fish.  It  has  been  decided  to  post- 
pone it  until  after  the  festive  season. — E.  W.  Wood. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — We  fish  for 
five  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  23  at  Hatfield  Peverell. 
A boundary  match  from  the  Black  Bridge  to  Garrett’s 
Horse  Bridge ; all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  ; all 
sizeable  fish  to  weigh,  except  gudgeon,  jack,  and  eels. — 
O.  Jones. 

City  of  London  & Rising  Sun  Angling  Society, 

Sugar  Loaf,  Little  College-st.,  Thames-st.— On  the  16th 
inst.  Mr.  Sharpless  weighed-in  101b.  ljoz.  of  bream  and 
roach.  A general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
Jan.  1,  when  the  balance  sheet  will  be  read,  members 
in  arrear  are  requested  to  attend  and  clear  the  books. — 
J.  E.  C. 

Clyde  Angling  Protective  Association.  — The 

annual  meeting  of  the  upper  ward  of  Lanarkshire  Clyde 
Angling  Protective  Association  was  held  in  the  Clydes- 
dale, Lanark,  Lord  Lamington  presiding.  Amongst 
those  present  were  Mr.  Robertson,  Wanderers’  Angling 
Club ; Mr.  Daglish,  Glasgow  Angling  Club ; Messrs. 
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Gordon  and  Malcolm,  Pollockahields  ; Mr.  R.  Young, 
Lanark;  Mr.  Grey,  Carlisle ; Mr.  McKendrick,  Abing- 
ton ; and  Messrs.  Graham  and  Kelly,  Biggar.  The 
following  report  was  adopted.  Considerable  discussion 
followed  on  the  Close  Time  for  Trout  (Scotland)  Bill, 
when  the  association  agreed  to  adhere  to  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  Lord  Lamington.  At  this  point  Sir  Wyndham 
Anstruther,  president,  entered  the  mooting  when  Lord 
Lamington,  who  had  to  catch  an  early  train,  vacated  the 
chair.  It  was  reported  that  the  hatchery  at  Abington 
was  fully  stocked  with  GO. 000  ova  from  various  quarters. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  Sir  Wyndham  and  Lord  Lamington 
closed  the  meeting. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  156,  Horseferry-road, 
Westminster. — On  the  18th  we  elected  one  hon.  member, 
re-elected  all  officers  except  chairman,  appointed 
auditors,  and  decided  to  adjourn  the  prize  left  until 
Jan.  3,  when  we  elect  our  chairman  and  delegate. 
No  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  25th,  Christmas  Day. — 
F.  E. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  16  our  members,  owing  to 
the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  met  with  little  sport. 
Messrs.  C.  Robinson  and  C.  Farmer  had  some  nice 
roach  from  the  Lea.  On  the  18th  our  half-yearly  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  took  place.  Members  who  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  win  a Christmas  prize  also  received 
the  same.  A very  jolly  evening  was  spent,  the  chair 
being  ably  filled  by  Mr.  F.  Legge,  and  the  vice  by  Mr. 
Gover.  Some  excellent  harmony  was  rendered  during 
the  evening,  and  several  prizes  offered  for  the  new  year. 
Members  will  please  attend  on  Jan.  1 to  arrange  first 
outing.  The  committee  are  also  requested  to  attend  on 
that  evening. — S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose 
Green,  S.E. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Dec.  16,  but  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  take  any  of 
the  prizes  offered.  Arrangements  will  be  made  to  fish 
off  the  competition  at  some  future  date,  notice  of  which 
will  be  given. — Ed.  Morliere. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. 
— Mr.  T.  Collier  had  a very  good  show  of  pike  on  Dec.  4, 
largest  fish  81b.  2oz.  ; also  on  the  19th  some  very  fine 
perch  np  to  21b.  Mr.  Dunford  a good  tray  of  roach, 
weight  121b.  ; Messrs.  Ashmore  and  Dyer  some  good 
dace  and  roach  ; Mr.  Day,  pike  from  the  Lea.  A com- 
mittee meeting  will  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
January,  when  there  will  be  some  special  business  to 
transact,  meeting  at  8 30  — A.  G.  Dyer. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— Mr.  F.  W.  Cole3  tried 
the  Teddington  water  last  week,  but  the  stream  was  too 
strong.  Messrs.  Vickery  and  R.  Brown  weighed-in  jack 
on  Dec.  14  from  the  Mole  (largest  51b.  14oz.).  Subscrip- 
tions for  the  current  year  are  due  on  Dec.  31,  and  that 
no  member  is  eligible  for  prize  taking  unless  his  sub- 
scription be  paid  by  the  date  named. — J.  Jeffery. 

General  Preservation  and  Re-Stocking  Fund. 
—I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  5s,, 
donation  from  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society.— R. 
GrHURNEY. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street,  W.— On  Dec.  16  only  five  of  our  members 
weighed-in.  On  Tuesday  last  our  monthly  concert  was 
well  attended,  and  we  have  to  thank  those  gentlemen 
who  so  kindly  assisted  us. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Messrs.  May- 
bnryand  Burton  brought  in  roach  on  the  ,16th,  Mr. 
C.  E.  James  a nice-fed  jack.  Our  distribution  of  Christ- 
mas prizes  took  place  on  the  15th  inst.  Our  quarterly 
night  will  be  postponed  till  Jan.  1.  when  I hoDe  to  have 
a large  attendance  of  members.  There  will  not  be  any 
meeting  next  week. — R.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Young.  Mr.  Allen  reported  having  taken  twelve 
jack  in  Wiltshire  ; Mr.  Gibson,  nineteen  whiting  and 
three  small  cod  off  Deal.  Three  other  members  about  a 
score  of  whiting  and  ten  cod,  also  at  Deal.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  I.-^-James  Tayler. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 
Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Dec.  16, 
several  members  competed  for  five  Christmas  prizes, 
but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  Lea,  only  one  prize 
was  taken,  Mr.  Blackmore  being  the  successful  com- 
petitor with  one  jack,  21b.  ljoz.  The  remaining  four 
prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  23,  same  water  and 
same  conditions. — M. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  Dec.  16  I 
weighed-in  a nice  roach  of  lib.  5oz.  Onr  distribution  of 
Christmas  prizes  takes  place  on  Dec.  24.  Members  may 
go  where  they  like  on  Dec.  23  for  the  two  remaining 
Chris’mas  prizes  without  signing. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  Ye  Olde  Swan’s 
Nest,  Great  Swan-alley,  E.C. — Our  outing  to  Walton-on- 
Thames  for  jack  and  perch  on  the  16ih  inst.  resulted  in 
a blank,  owing  to  the  flooded  condition  of  the  river.  I 
shall  bo  glad  to  receive  any  money  members  may  have 
collected  for  tickets  sold  for  our  last  smoking  concert. — 
F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
competed  for  a series  of  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  16, 
but  only  three  were  tiken;  Messrs.  A.  Furlong,  first; 
J.  Poole,  second  ; and  N.  Martin,  third. — H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 
Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush,  W. 
— Mr.  G.  Bailey  saved  us  from  a blank  with  a jack  from 
Staines,  41b.  13Ioz.  Our  next  outing  will  be  on  Jan.  13, 
for  four  prizes  ; the  fourth  is  given  by  Mr.  P.  Kirk, 
winner  of  second  prize  in  last  competition.  Conditions 
the  same.— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society. — On  Dec.  16  we  fished 
for  six  Christmas  prizes,  very  few  fish  being  taken 
owing  to  the  thick  state  of  the  river.  Mr.  Clark,  first, 


perch  and  gudgeon  ; Mr.  Nelson,  second,  perch  and 
gudgeon;  Mr.  Packor,  third,  daoe  and  gudgeon;  Mr. 
White,  fourth  ; Mr.  Haytread,  fifth  ; and  Mr.  H.  Barnes, 
sixth.  Members  wishing  to  go  out  on  Boxing  Day  can 
do  so,  being  Bank  Holiday. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — The  reduced 
fares  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  as  announced  last 
week,  come  into  force  on  and  after  the  1st  prox.  At  our 
next  meeting  (20th)  the  placing  of  an  order  for  two-year- 
old  trout  for  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Coe  will  be  decided. 
Weather  wet,  stormy,  and  unsettled,  and  angling  seems 
to  be  at  a standstill.  Mr.  Rimmer  informed  me  the 
weight  of  the  pike  taken  by  him  out  of  the  Dee  was 
81b.  2oz.  Compliments  of  the  season  to  all. — R.  W. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association.— 
Our  quarterly  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  next, 
Dec.  24.  The  meeting  will  commence  at  7.30  p.m. 
prompt,  and  finish  as  soon  as  possible,  owing  to  its  falling 
on  Christmas  Eve,  when  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend. — James  Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — Only  one  prizelwas  taken  at  Datchet  on  the 
15th,  Mr.  Walter  Eady  having  taken  it  with  three 
roach.  We  have  the  tickets  ready  for  our  concert  on 
behalf  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Fund,  which  will  take 
place  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C., 
on  Jan.  26.  Tickets  Is.  Ladies  are  invited.  Secre- 
taries requiring  tickets  will  please  make  early  applica- 
tion to  me  at  headquarters,  as  above. — J.  E.  Griffiths. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s-walk,  N. — We  had  a good  muster  on  Tuesday. 
The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  1, 
when  I hope  to  see  all  present,  for  election  of  officers, 
&e.,  as  Rule  14  will  be  enforced  if  members  do  not 
attend. — J.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern , 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — At  our  smoking  concert  on 
Monday  last,  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Preservation 
Society,  there  was  not  such  a good  muster  as  was  ex- 
pected. We  thank  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers  for  their 
kind  assistance  on  the  above  occasion. — J.  Long. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The 
101b.  carp  taken  by  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  has  been  set  up  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  of  St.  Luke’s,  and  is  now  on  view  at  Mr. 
Eaton’s,  the  Star  and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal 
Green.  Our  Christmas  prizes  will  be  distributed  on 
Dec.  24.  On  Dec.  16,  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  and  W.  Moore 
weighed-in  roach. — A.  Lewis. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  Devonshire 
Arms,  Bracklyn-street,  New  North-road,  N. — Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Dec.  16,  on  the  Thames,  but 
were  nnsnccessful.  Mr.  C.  Townsend,  however,  weighed- 
in  from  the  Lea  over  61b.  very  fine  roach,  the  largest  fish 
going  over  a pound,  and  the  next  just  under  a pound,  all 
in  beautiful  condition. — J.  Cuthbert. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham. — On  the 
18th  inst.  we  held  our  visit  on  the  S.L  U.V.  List,  at 
which  there  were  nine  clnbs  represented.  I am  sincerely 
obliged  to  those  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  helped  to 
make  the  affair  a success. — G.  Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Dec.  16  Mr.  J.  Carr  saved  a blank  with 
dace  from  the  Thames  ; no  specimens.  Next  Tuesday 
will  be  quarterly  night,  but  the  meeting  will  probably 
be  postponed  to  Jan.  1. — R.  C. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Harper-street, 
Kent-road. — We  fish  our  next  match  at  St.  Margaret’s, 
Having  a good  series  of  prizes  to  fish  for,  I hope  all 
members  will  turnjup  in  full  force.  Mr.  King  weighed- 
in  a good  show  of  fish  from  the  Lea.  I hope  all 
members  will  clear  the  books  before  the  outing. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1a,  Chapel-street,  W. — 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  16th,  but  met 
with  very  little  sport.  Dec.  23  is  our  Christmas  outing 
at  Taplow  ; roving  ; two  rods  ; usual  recognised  fish  to 
weigh ; register  fish  at  the  Iron  House,  5.45  p.m. 
Boxing  night,  smoking  concert. — C.  H.  S. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake- street,  Old  Kent-road. — Our  next 
monthly  outing  takes  place  on  the  30th  inst.  at  Shep- 
perton  ; all  to  start  by  the  first  train  from  Waterloo. 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  16th.  Sorry  to 
say  only  two  weighed-in,  as  follows : Messrs.  G. 

Sharman,  roach;  J.  Wigley,  roach. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  Lisson- 
street,  Edgware-road. — We  had  a blank  on  Dec.  16  (the 
first  of  the  season).  On  Monday  we  had  a strong 
muster  of  members  at  the  presentation  of  club  prizes  : 
Blankets,  Mr.  Payne ; cigars,  Mr.  Briggs  ; fishing  box, 
Mr.  James  Richwood.  Next  meeting,  Deo.  31. — A.  G. 
Reade. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street. — On  the  16th  several  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  all  fared  very  badly,  Mr.  Harris,  sen.,  just 
saving  the  club  from  a blank  with  roach.  Mr.  C.  Wake 
has  been  proposed  as  a working  member.  Gentlemen 
desirous  of  joining  the  above  club  can  gain  all  informa- 
tion of  our  host,  Mr.  Gallaway.  No  meeting  next 
Wednesday.— J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  - road- 
Bow,  E. — The  result  of  the  match  which  took  place  on 
the  9th  inst.  is  as  follows  : First  prize,  Mr.  Day,  perch ; 
second  prize  taken  by  Mr.  Golding,  perch.  There  are 
three  other  prizes  which,  with  others,  are  to  be  fished 
for  at  a later  date.  Auditing  of  the  books  which  took 
place  on  Dec.  13  satisfactory. — T.  P. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Members  are  re- 
minded that  on  Dec.  26  there  will  be  no  meeting,  but 
fish  will  be  weighed  on  Dec.  30,  being  the  last  day  for 
the  December  prizes.  Our  Christmas  supper  was  a 


thorough  success,  thanks  to  Host  Beard’s  able  catering. 
— F.  Thorling. 

Sb.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society,  the 

Stout  Stores,  Ironmonger-row,  St.  Luke's. — Will  secre- 
taries of  other  societies  please  notice  that  the  St.  Luke’s 
Brothers  have  removed  to  Mr.  H.  Fielding’s,  the  Stout 
Stores,  Ironmonger-row,  Sb.  Luke’s,  and  that  the^  meet- 
ings will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  at  9 o’clock, 
instead  of  Tuesday. — G.  Young. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  the 
Bush  Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush. — On  the  9th  inst.,  the 
president  (Mr.  Fountaine)  had  a good  show  of  fish, 
having  bream  71b.  4oz.,  dace  21b.  7oz.,  roach  91b.  9£oz. 
Dec.  16  was  a blank  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the 
water.  The  next  competition  will  take  plaeeoa  Jan.  13. 
Wishing  all  the  compliments  of  the  season. — 0.  B. 

Sons  of  Neptune  Angling  Society,  Great  Yar« 
month. — This  society  held  its  first  general  meeting  at 
the  clubhouse,  the  Cambridge-tavern,  Middlegate-street, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  18th  inst.  There  was  a good 
attendance  of  members  present.  Mr.  Henry  Rudd 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  E.  Baker  the  vice-chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been 
adopted,  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Boast,  gave  his  report. 
In  congratulating  the  society  upon  its  success,  he  said, 
although  the  society  was  only  in  its  infancy,  the 
majority  of  its  members,  which  numbered  ninety,  had 
worked  with  a will,  with  the  gratifying  result  that  they 
were  in  a very  prosperous  position.  The  secretary’s 
report  having  been  adopted,  the  meeting  then  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  officers. — J.  W.  B. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — At  the  outing  on 
Dec.  16  the  water  was  in  a bad  state,  and  results  were 
very  poor.  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Smith,  and  Whichelow  had 
fish  an^  secured  prizes.  The  remaining  prizes  were 
drawn  for.  We  shall  distribute  the  prizes  at  the 
“ smoker”  0n  Dec.  21.  Mr.  P.  Allum  has  been  elected 
a member.  The  prizes  not  taken  on  Dec.  16  may  be 
fished  for — roving — on  Dec.  30. — A G.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
— A visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to 
the  Peckham  Brothers  on  the  18th,  when  only  nine 
clubs  responded  : Second  Surrey,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Pixie,  Anglers’  Pride,  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials, 
Waggoners,  United  Brothers,  St.  George’s,  and  Peck- 
ham Brothers.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  United 
Brothers,  Deptford.  Notice  of  date  next  week. — Alfd. 
Conn. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road. — Messrs.  Marsti  and  George  on  Thursday 
last  had  a nice  show  of  fish,  the  latter  having  over  101b. 
of  nice  roach.  Our  president,  Mr.  Mills,  on  Friday  had 
over  171b.  of  roach,  the  fish  averaging  nearly  fib.  each. 
— Thos.  F.  Ward. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Yauxhall  Cross. — On  the  16th  Mr.  Clayton  had  dace, 
and  Mr.  Bett3  roach.  On  the  18th  the  books  were 
closed  rather  early,  on  account  of  the  Peckham  Brothers 
visit.  I was  glad  to  see  our  friend  Mr.  Kirk  amongst 
us  again  after  a very  severe  illness. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Sooiety, 
Odell  Arms,  Simerston-street,  Chelsea. — On  VVednesday 
last  Mr.  Hawson  was  elected  a member.  The  next 
outing  will  take  place  at  Cookham  on  Jan.  15— E. 
Sutehall. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — -On  Dec.  23 
a roving  match  will  take  place  between  Tottenham  Lock 
and  Pickett's  Lock  (barge  cut  only),  all  fish  caught  to 
be  weighed  in  at  Tottenham  Lock.  Owing  to  the  holi- 
days there  will  be  no  meeting  on  Wednesday  next. 
Quarterly  night,  Jan.  2. — J.  Cantrell. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Dec.  16  sport 
was  very  poor.  Mr.  F.  Homer  saved  us  from  a blank 
with  roach.  Our  match  announced  for  Deo.  23  has  been 
postponed. — R.  Lowther. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Piumstead. — Several  members  were 
out  this  week,  only  one  weighed  in,  Mr.  W.  G.  Northam, 
roach,  81b.  2j>oz.;  dace,  lib.  ioz.;  anda  roach  of  lib.  12oz. 


PATIENCE  IN  A PUNT. 

We  have  received  from  the  Leadenhall  Press  an  im- 
pression from  the  original  copperplate  of  Henry  Bun- 
bury’s  celebrated  comic  picture,  “ Patience  in  a Punt.” 
The  engraving  is  very  carefully  coloured  by  hand.  This 
is  one  of  a series  of  old-fashioned  prints  now  being  repub- 
lished by  the  Leadenhall  Press,  and  we  quite  agree  with 
their  remark  that  “ these  beautiful  old-fashioned  prints 
will  appeal  to  all  lovers  of  national  sports.”  They 
accord  well  with  old-fashioned  furniture,  and,  suitably 
framed,  equally  well  adorn  the  drawing  or  dining-room, 
the  library,  billiard,  smoking-room,  or  hall. 


In  any  fishing  where  the  lure  is  sunk  beneath  tbo  sur- 
face of  the  water  the  bait  must  be  fresh.  Nothingthat 
lives  has  a more  acute  sense  of  smell  than  fish.  The 
meanest  of  the  tribe  nil  refuse  a tainted  bait. 

PERHArs  the  caligraphy  sent  in  to  the  poor  com- 
positors, and  the  “ excitement  ” of  getting  to  press 
in  time  for  the  angler  to  have  his  paper  on  Friday  night, 
may  account  for  the  following: — “On  Sunday  next  the 
club  will  fish  a match  in  the  1 Forty-Guinea  Watch.’  ” 
The  writer  meant  it  to  read  “ Forty-Guinea  Water.” 
Again  : “ A miss  is  as  good  as  a milo,”  was  rendered, 
“A  miss  is  as  good  as  a wife  ” ; and  for  “ courting  the 
I wit tss,”  “ courting  the  nurse.” 
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SOCIETY  FOB  PROMOTING  CHRISTIAN 


THE  DAWN  OF  CIVILIZATION  (EGYPT  and  CHALDEA). 

! "]!rSX01  MASPER0.  Kditod  by  the  I it;  v . Professor  Saych.  Translated  by 
Mc(,  'iV®*-  With  Mlll>  1111  d over  470  Illustrations.  Demy  4to  (approxi- 
matoly),  cloth,  bovolled  boards,  24s. 

oamiiistorv^  '1 1"'"  "T,1  imP0I,'tant  " ork  'vlli,'h  has  appeared  in  this  country  on  the 

On;  Niloanif  u>l'™t  at^ha-ological  research  in  the  valleys  of 

llu*  "Toatost  mil  In  nil  irs  f m <•  ” ,nftl  >n  historical  perspective  in  this  maipium  opus  by  one  of 

thatfor^ Chi £d,fr"  I n ,UVe','s  !'r  llls,t0,T  ot  K»-P‘  down  to  the  XIV.  Dynasty,  and 

nro  not  chroiiuln-rir-il  S ; although  the  points  of  connection  with  Bible  history 

a Preface ] 1 S 1 y e£S(,ntially  illustrative  of  the  Sacred  Narrative.  Piofessor  Sayce  adds 

ART  PICTURE 5 FROM  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT;  Sunday 

Readings  for  the  Young.  A Series  of  00  Illustrations  from  Original  Drawings  by 

U \ J «Li!'IUwT0N’  **■’*■**-  Sir  E-  Buune-Tones,  Bart.,  E.  J.  Poyntkr 
tv.A.,  G.  J w atts,  E.A.,  E.  Armytaue,  R.A.,  F.  Madox  Browne,  S.  Solomon, 
olman  unt,  &c.,  &c.  With  Letterpress  Descriptions  by  Aley  Fox.  Small 

4to,  clotli  boards,  Gs. 

NOBLE  WOMANHOOD-  A Series  of  Biographical  Sketches.  By 
G.  BARNETT  SMITH.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  hoards,  5s. 

Workers."  i'  ' -then  Ilemans.  this  la  a companion  volume  to  “ Eminent  Christiar 

ATTILA  AND  HIS  CONQUERORS.  By  Mrs.  BUNDLE 

! HARLE3.  Author  of  ‘-The  Chronicles  of  the  Schonberg-Cotta  Family.' 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  3s.  Gd. 

TRE  ROMANCE  OF  SCIENCE.  Our  Secret  Friends  and  Foes 

EdiSLBS  FAf  ADAY  FRANKLAND,  Pb.D.,  B.Sc.  (London),  F.R.S.  Second 
L cation,  Kevised  and  Enlarged.  Post  8vo,  cloth  boards,  3s 

govern'or  of  ^schooYoughtTb^pos^esYand'mast'^ ^guardian  of  the  poor,  every 

SIMPLE  EXPERIMENTS  FOR  SCIENCE  TEACHING 

Dia^tfs’  deluding  200  Experiments  fully  illustrating  the 

Code  £rP l7RnwppChTStry  P^ision  in  the  Evening  School  Continuation 
tode.  By  J.  A.  BOTVER.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  2s.  Gd. 

CHINA.  By  Professor  I*.  K.  DOUGLAS.  With  Map.  New  and 

Revised  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  hoards,  5s 
reatos°ofCewry^greea'l^ai;«riSyr^^^_re^daMe  account  °f  ^ina,  compiled  for  the  benefit  of 

RUSSIA ; Past  and  Present.  Adapted  from  the  German  of  Lan- 

•• CHESTEE-  ™'  *■»  - SCT“' 

EDIBLE  AND  POISONOUS  MUSHROOMS  : What  to  Eat 

and  What  to  Avoid  By  M.  C.  COOKE,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  A.L.S.  With  18 
toloured  Plates,  illustrating  48  Species.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  3s.  Gd. 

MANUALS  OF  ELEMENTARY  SCIENCE.- ZOOLOGY 

M'A"  F'ES-  A **  E“”' 

TIME  AND  TIDE:  A Romance  of  the  Moon.  Second  Edition, 

?Xd  ,if‘\  S!BdE0DBEtRoT  S-  VLL-  LL  I)  Royal  Astronomer  of 

Inland.  Illustrated.  Post  8vo,  cloth  boards,  2s.  Gd. 

FISHES  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  BRITISH ; their  Struc- 

BUCKTAND10  W-u8’  and  CapTt"ro  by  Net  and  Kod.  By  the  late  FRANK 
AUCKLAND.  W xth  numerous  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  5s. 

ODEAN,  THE.  By  the  late  PHILIP  H.  GOSSE,  Author  of 

doKK?£e  Micr°Scopc-’’  With  51  lustrations  and  Woodcuts.  Post  8vo, 

OUSE,  THE.  By  the  Rev.  A.  J.  POSTER. 

Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  boards,  3s.  Gd. 

SELB0RHF,  THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF.  Iiy  the  Rev. 

cM,  E™”'  Wlth  M*l>-  *»«  •'<>  Woodcut..  Post  8vo, 


With  Map  and  several 


UNIFORM  EDITION  OF  MRS.  EWING'S  WORKS. 

wUchu-m^y,T-e '» '\eS-T  a Unl/orm  Libmnj  mtion  °f  Mrs'  Ewin^  Works, 

“ Sts  tn  all  oj  Eighteen  volumes,  crown  8 vo,  half  cloth,  2s.  Gd.  each. 

London:  Northumberland  Avenue,  W.C. ; 43,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
Brighton : 135,  North  Street. 


See  my  announcement,  page  iii.,  “WHITAKER";  page  xxxii. 
“ IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK page  ti.,  “ a.B.O. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,"  “PUNCH,”  Ac. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  In  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERN8 
8ENT  BY  BEQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING’S  “NATURAL”  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PINK  OB  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water  J H Keene  Greville 

Bahnso  fl»h  dwh-  ah  thC  Lea?'o?,(LngIer8  °f  th®  day-  Tbe  “ Trent  0tter  " saJ8  = “ I killed  with  King  s 
Bait  39  flah,  which  weighed  22)ib.,  many  over  lib.  each.”  Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets 
3a.,  6a.,  and  Is.  ; postage  extra. 

KING’S  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 

an^tH?mnPa?IPrLArIA  L Fk  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Roacn,  and  other  Natural  Baits.  Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING’S  CEROLEUM. 

A p D,r<'Ssing  for  Sj>k  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 

Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a season.  Prevents  kinking.  Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Woodlands,  Woodbridge  Road,  Ipswich  (late  of 

157,  Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

BELL&PRICHARD, 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(Opposite  Cook's  Tourist  Office  ) 

FISHING  & SHOOTING  OUTFITS 

A SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 

Norfolk  Suits,  from L2  5 0 

Tourist  and  Business  Suits,  to  measure,  from  ...  2 10  0 
^ Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbocker  Breeches,  from  ...  0 13  6 


THEAKER’S 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES. 

Roach  ...  1b.  fid.) 

Barbel  ...  2s.  2d.t  „ . 

Pike  4a.  od>Per  100  ytrd* 

Salmon ...  4s.  lOd.) 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples. 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pin-action 
Reels,  Optional  Check. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000. 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlings.  Send  for  Ball 
List.  The  trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  10,  CANAL  ST.,  NOTTINGHAM 


TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Travelling  Trunks, 

Saratoga  Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Bugs,  Straps, 
and  Umbrellas. 

A Splendid  Assortment 

4LWAVS  IF  STOCK. 

Illustrated  Prico  List,  combining  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS, 

AND  AT 

LONDON,  134  to  140,  Oxford  Stroet. 
BIRMINGHAM,  21,  22,  23,  New  St. 
WOLVERHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St. 


FISHING  AT 

MARLOW -ON -THAMES. 

The  host  of  THE  SHIP,  a practical  angler, 
will  send  state  of  wa'er  on  application ; and 
during  winter  months  offers  very  special  week- 
end terms  to  his  guesls.  Jt  is  desirable  to  learn 
state  of  river  and  engage  rooms  in  advance. 

C.  L.  MATHEWS,  Proprietor. 

SEA  AND  RIVER  FISHING,  SHOOTING,  &c., 

ALDEBURGH-ON-SEA. 

JAYS  PRIVATE  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  QUARTERS  for  Anglers  and 
Sportsmen  generally;  Good  Accommoda- 
tion for  Golfers.  Best  part  of  town,  and  facing 
the  sea.  Terms  very  moderate.  Excellent  cuisne. 
Under  the  supervision  of  llie  propri- tor  and  his 
family.  EDWARD  J*Y, 

(Late  of  the  Brudenell  Hotel). 


HRUDA,  139,  Wont  worth-street,  E. , begs 
• to  inform  the  public  that  he  has  a largo 
quantity  of  frei-h- water  tlsh  aline  of  all  sorts,  viz., 
Carp  as  heavy  as  Sit),  each,  /V/r,  Truck,  llv-om, 
Prussian  Carp,  and  Gold  Fish,  which  he  will  ho 
pleased  to  supply  at.  a reasonable  price  to  Hotel 
and  Restaurant  Keepois,  and  Private  Families, 
also  to  Gentlemen  for  Breeding  and  Stocking  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Ruda  also  announces  that  he  clears 
private  ponds  with  his  own  nets  or  the  owners, 
and  pays  the  host  pi  lee  forthellsh  taken.  Fresh- 
water llsh  received  and  sold  on  commission;  all 
orders  by  post  or  otherwise  receive  prompt,  at.  en- 
tlon.  Please  note  llie  address — II.  Rui»A,  l.*t9, 
Wentworth  stroet,  Npifcol Helds,  London,  10. 
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Jingling  fixtures. 

December  23.  — — 

Amicable  Brothers  : Christmas  distribution. 

Canning  Town  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peveral. 

Clissold  : Match. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  : Prize  outing. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Outing. 

Walthamstow  : Match  on  tho  Lea. 

West  London  : Prize  outing. 

December  24. 

North-East  Brotheis  : Distribution, 

December  26. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  : Salt-water  com- 
petition. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Smoking  couoert. 

December  28. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Socioty  : Committee  meeting. 


Dec.  SO. — Alma:  Visit. 

,,  30. — Rodney  : Outing  to  Sbepperton. 

,,  30. — South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials:  Roving 

match. 

Jan.  2. — Epsom  : Concert. 

„ 13. — Bostonian  : Outing. 

,,  13. — Lady  of  the  Lake  : Prize  outing. 

,,  13. — Shepherd’s  Bush  : Competition. ! 

,,  13.— Walham  Green  : Outing  to  Cookham. 

,,  23. — Bostonian  : Dinner. 

,,  26. — Lychnobite  : A.B.S.  concert. 


golfings  bp  tfye  pap. 

Mr.  Brougham  writes : “Referring  to  the  reported 
retting  at  Isleworth,  our  head  river  keeper  has  been 
there  several  times.  He  saw  Mr.  Babbitts,  who  told 
him  he  had  heard  from  you.  I wrote  to  the  inspector  of 
police  to  ask  him  to  heln  us  in  the  watching,  and  his 
men  are  now  doing  so.  We  shall  catch  them,  I hope,  if 
they  come  again.” 

* * f * * * * # 

Mr.  David  Sfringham,  of  the  White  Horse,  Old- 
road,  Harlow,  Essex,  wishes  me  to  state  that  on  Jan.  27 
there  will  be  a match  open  to  all  anglers  who  care  to 
give  in  their  names  on  that  date,  for  six  prizes,  con- 
sisting of  fowls  and  rabbits.  [[  do  hope  I shall  not  fall 
foul  of  those  rabbits.] 

******* 

I am  very  pleased  to  hear  that  the  popular  Mr. 
Fountaine,  of  the  Shepherd’s  Bush  Anglers,  has  been 
having  good  sport  recently  among  the  roach,  dace,  and 
bream. 

*****  * * 

In  the  race  for  anglers  at  the  Edinburgh  Corporation 
Baths,  competitors  were  dressed  in  full  angling  costume, 
including  waderR  and  brogues,  and  each  was  provided 
with  rod  and  basket,  tho  latter  containing  weight  equal 
to  about  five  pounds  of  fish.  Much  speculation  existed 
as  to  the  result  of  this  race,  but  it  was  soon  demonstrated 
that  the  angler  could  still  swim  though  fully  rigged  out 
in  fishing  paraphernalia,  a distance  of  53  yds.  being 
covered  with  comparative  ease  in  1 min.  35  sec3. 
******* 

The  distribution  of  prizes  won  in  the  late  Thames 
Competition  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.,  passed  off  very  suc- 
cessfully on  Thursday  night.  A vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Messrs.  Carter,  Jennings,  Bowyer,  Reade, 
Abrahams,  and  the  committee,  for  their  untiring  zeal  in 
making  this  competition  such  a success.  Prizes  to- 
wards another  competition  have  been  promised  by 
Messrs.  Carter,  Jennings,  Stevens,  Norris,  and  Abra- 
hams. A most  enjoyable  concert  followed,  and  a very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

******* 

This  is  not  a “yarn,”  but  solid  fact.  In  conversation 
with  the  ever-green,  ever-ready  champion  jackist  (A. 
G.  Jardine)— I must  admit  that  it  was  after  dinner — we 
were  talking  of  “orthodoxy.”  Of  course  this  has 
nothing  to  do  with  fishing — there  is  nothing  orthodox 
about  angling  (vide  the  “ A.  A.”).  “ Fifty  years  ago.” 
said  A.  G.  J.,  “ I was  fishing  the  Darenth,  in  Kent,  with 
the  curate  of  our  village,  and  we  got  into  argument  as 
lo  the  meaning  of  the  words  ‘ orthodoxy  ’ and  ‘ hetero- 
doxy.’ The  curate  explained  it  thus  : ‘ Orthodoxy  is 
my  doxy,  but  heterodoxy  is  any  other  persons  doxy.’  ” 
******* 

“ It  is  very  pleasant  to  receive  letters  from  indepen- 
dent eources  as  to  the  sport  fo  be  obtained  at  various 
fishing  resorts,  and  it  is  also  doubly  pleasant  to  know 
that  aDglers  are  being  studied — not  only  with  regard  to 
the  attention  paid  them,  in  order  that  they  may  realise 
good  sport,  but  also  to  their  creature  comforts.  Only 
recently  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Caxtonian  Anglers  wrote 
me  that  “ we  were  splendidly  treated  at  the  Ship, 
Great  Marlow.”  On  Thursday  (Dec.  13),  in  a private 
letter  to  the  Editor,  Lord  Inverurie  says  : — “ I should 
bo  glad  if  you  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  a good 
word  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  Ship  (Marlow)  and 
its  proprietor.  I am  most  happy  to  testify  to  good 
lodging  and  excellent  food  which  I enjoyed  there  last 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  fish  were  not  in  an  amiable 
humour,  but,  thanks  to  Mr.  MattLews’  able  guidance,  I 
managed  to  do  fairly  well.” 

* * * * * * * 

Mr.  Beaven,  inventor  of  the  new  disgorger,  writes 
me  : “ On  Thursday  last  was  caught  near  Ipswich  a hand- 
some pike  of  21Jlb  , on  opening  the  fish  the  pouch  was 
found  to  contain  no  less  than  twenty-five  roach  ; it  is 
also  interesting  to  note,  being  a female  fish,  that  tho 
roe  weighed  21b. 


It  would  appear  that  the  floods  have  not  entirely  sub- 
sided, judging  from  the  following  note  received  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Central  Association  : “ Mr.  Fawcett,  of 
the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  managed  to  bo  the 
first  prize  winner  in  their  Christmas  outing  on  the  10th 
inst.,  capturing  a few  dace  in  the  roadway  at  Kingston, 
notwithstanding  that  a milk  and  several  other  carts 
passed  through  tho  swim.” 

******* 

Fishing  at  Staines  on  the  10th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Wheel- 
house,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Blackfriara  Angling  Society, 
captured  a bream  weighing  6£lb.  The  fish  is  a perfect 
specimen — thick,  short,  and  in  grand  condition,  extreme 
length  to  tips  of  tail  22|in.,  girth  17t1u.  It  was  taken 
on  tight  line,  whilst  roach  fishing,  No.  7 crystal  hook, 
and  small  red  worm  for  bait.  (Bank  fishing,  be  it  ob- 
served.) 

******* 

I am  indebted  to  an  old  subscriber  (Mr.  U B.  Corbett) 
for  the  following  : — “ A World  of  Wonders,”  by  Albany 
Poyntz,  184>.  A variety  of  instances  of  the  miraculous 
longevity  of  animals  may  be  found  in  the  works  of  the 
early  German  naturalists.  It  is  related  in  the  “ Collec- 
tion of  Voyages  and  Travels  of  Malte  Brun,”  on  the 
showing  of  these  authorities,  that  the  Emperor  Frederick 
II.  having  been  presented  with  a singularly  fine  pike, 
caused  it  to  be  thrown  into  a pond  adjoining  his  palace 
of  Kaiserslautern  after  affixing  to  it  a collar  bearing  the 
following  Greek  inscription  : “ I am  the  first  fish  cast 
into  this  pond  by  the  hands  of  the  Emperor  Frederick 
II.  Oct.  5, 1230.”  After  remaining  260  years  in  the  pond, 
the  pike  was  taken  (and  the  kettle,  U.  B.  C.)  in  1497, 
and  carried  to  Heidelberg  to  be  served  at  the  table  of 
the  Elector  Philip.  The  pike  at  that  time  weighed 
3501b.  and  was  19ft.  in  length,  a miraculous  fish  in  every 
respect. 

******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


II.  J.  Tibbatts 

Is  a man  who  has  been  well  known  for  many 
years  past  in  the  angling  world.  His  first  essays 
in  the  gentle  art  were  in  tho  Serpentine  when 
that  lake  was  free  to  the  general  public.  In  maturer 
years  he  joined  tho  ranks  of  the  “ Good  Invent,”  and 
gained  the  affection  and  esteem  of  the  general  secretary 
and  all  of  its  members,  bo  much  so  that  he  was  presented 
at  one  of  their  annual  dinners  with  an  emblazoned 
address.  He  was  also  secretary  of  the  West  Central 
Association,  which  was  held  at  the  Portland  Arms, 
Great  Quebec-street,  and  gave  up  this  position  only  to 
help  forward  the  cause  of  “ Amalgamation,”  he  feeling 
that  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  who  was  secretary  of  the  United 
London  Anglers’  Central  Committee,  was  entitled  to 
have  the  premier  position.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Anglers’  Association,  chairman  of  the  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  the  reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs, 
and  treasurer  of  the  United  Sooiety  of  Anglers.  Mr. 
Tibbatts  is  an  enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  Amalgama- 
tion, and  holds  very  strong  views  with  regard  to  it.  For 
some  timo  past  he  has  been  the  proprietor  of  the  Citizen, 
70,  Houndsditch,  where  he  is  always  pleased  to  see  his 
friends  and  fight  the  “ old  battles  o’er  again.” 
******* 

One  of  the  most  successful,  but  at  tho  samo  time 
most  uncomfortable,  winter’s  day’s  fishing  that  I ever 
experienced  occurred  about  five  years  ago  (says 
“ Halcjon”  in  the  weekly  supplement  to  Leeds  Mercury), 
on  the  Burnsall  Club’s  water,  between  Applotree- 
wick  and  Barden.  I journeyed  thither  on  the  previous 
evening,  and  being  warmly  clad,  I thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  seven  miles’  drivo  from  Bolton  Abbey,  through  the 
keen  frosty  air,  under  a starlit  sky.  Upon  my  arrival 
at  the  Now  Inn,  a hot  supper  awaited  mo,  and  after  that 
a pipo  and  glass  of  “ Scotch  ” iu  front  of  ti  blaa'ng  fire 


sent  mo  happy  to  bed  to  dream  of  gi-eat  sport  on  tho 
morrow.  On  leaving  tbo  inn,  about  ton  o’clock  on  tho 
following  morning,  I left  word  that  the  keeper  should 
meet  mo  at  Drebbley  Stepping  Stones  at  twelve  o’clock 
with  a can  of  hot  mulled  ale  ; and  I then  made  my  way 
up  to  the  stream  above  Mill  Island,  where  I commenced 
work.  As  I have  often  remarked  in  those  columns, 
grayling  are  the  most  curious  fish  that  swim,  for 
although  the  weather  was  to  all  appearance  perfect,  and 
the  water  just  the  right  height,  I could  do  nothing 
whatever  with  them,  and  for  the  first  hour  I never  had 
even  as  much  as  a bite.  Between  eleven  and  twelve 
o’clock  I killed  two  fish,  and  then  Martindale,  the 
keeper,  appeared  with  the  welcome  beverage. 

* * * * * * * 

About  a hundred  yards  above  the  stepoing  stones  a 
small  tributary  called  Skyerholme  Beck  flows  into  the 
Wharfe,  and  it  was  at  this  point,  after  the  can  had  been 
duly  emptied,  that  I once  more  entered  the  water.  Tue 
very  first  swim  I hooked  a good  fish,  which  was  landed  ; 
and  between  that  point  and  the  stepping  stones  I killed 
nine  more  in  rapid  succession.  After  that  there  was  no 
cessation  in  the  sport,  and  at  four  o’clock,  when  the  sun 
was  setting  like  a ball  of  burnished  copper  behind  the 
western  hills,  Martindale  and  I counted  out  upon  the 
frozen  grass  twenty-eight  grayling,  which,  when  weighed 
subsequently  at  the  inn,  turned  the  scale  at  231b.  “But 
where,”  I think  I can  hear  my  readers  remark,  “ did  the 
discomfort  come  in  ? ” During  the  last  half- hour  of  that 
December  afternoon  a thick  mist  had  commenced  to 
gather  over  land  and  river,  and  as  the  sun  set  this 
turned  to  a drizzling  rain,  commonly  denominated  a 
“ Scotch. mist.”  We  had  a good  two-mile  walk  to  the 
inn,  mostly  uphill,  and  the  ground  being  slippery  with 
ice,  our  lot  was  anything  but  a happy  one.  The  angler, 
however,  who  has  experienced  such  a day’s  sport  as  the 
one  which  I have  described  does  not  think  much  of  dis- 
comfort ; and  after  change  of  clothes,  a warm  tub,  and 
a good  dinner,  I felt  as  happy  as  a king. 

******* 

An  enthusiastic  sea  angler  sends  me  the  following: 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal, 

Ah  ! the  pleasure  that  you  feel, 

Ever  plunging,  swaying,  rocking, 

At  all  fear  and  danger  mocking, 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal. 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal, 

While  the  warming  sun  you  feel, 

And  lazily  you’re  lying, 

Your  cares  and  troubles  flying, 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal. 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal, 

While  the  cod  around  your  tempting  morsels 
steal, 

And  your  reel  is  running,  whirring— 

And  your  brain  is  almost  whirling, 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal. 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal, 

When  the  waters  rise  and  make  you  funny 
feel, 

A curious  sort  of  heaving 
That  is  far  beyond  conceiving, 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal. 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal  — 

What  matters  rain  or  storm,  or  how  you  feel— 

If  you  have  your  trusty  rod, 

And  are  struggling  with  a cod, 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal? 

Fishing  in  a boat  off  Deal, 

With  a mate  whoee  love  you  know  is  true  and 
leal, 

If  you  had  an  only  wish, 

I'm  sure  ’twould  be  to  fish, 

In  a jolly  little  boat  off  Deal  ! 
******* 

In  swimming  the  sea-lion  use3  both  pairs  of  limbs, 
while  on  land  it  is  by  no  means  the  awkward  animal  that 
tho  ordinary  seal  appears  to  be.  [Please  do  not  ask  me 
to  describe  the  sea-lion — wait  till  they  get  one  in  the 
Aquarium.]  Indeed  on  the  ground  the  sea-lion  is 
extremely  active.  It  can  run  almost  as  fast  as  a human 
being,  and  it  certainly  climbs  over  its  rocky  ledges  and 
steeps  with  the  uttermost  ease.  Such  is  the  animal 
from  which  the  sealskin  of  commerce  is  obtained, 
regarded  from  a zoological  point  of  view.  It  was  the 
French  naturalist  Pdron  who  in  1816  gave  reasons  for 
separating  the  ordinary  seals  from  the  sealskin  seals  or 
sea-lions,  which  had  before  that  timo  been  classified  with 
the  common  members  of  the  group.  Peron  had  voyaged 
in  the  South  Seas,  and  had  noted  the  presenoe  of  an 
outer  ear  in  the  sea-lions — a character  which  is  still  used 
in  zoology  to  indicate  the  sealskin-bearers.  Before  the 
days  of  Poron  other  voyagers  had  described  the  eared 
seals.  They  were  also  called  “sea-lions”  and  “sea- 
bears.”  As  regards  the  different  animals  included  in 
the  sea-lion  tribe,  it  may  be  said  that  from  eight  te  ton 
species  are  well  known.  These  vary  greatly,  both  iu 
size  and  other  physical  features  as  well  as  in  the  degreos 
of  commercial  importance  with  which  they  arc  regarded. 
******* 

The  man  from  Port  Huron  was  giving  the  reporter  an 
item  of  news.  “ Yes,”  be  wont  on,  after  saying  ho  had 
something  to  tell,  “ wo  had  quite  a storm  up  our  way 
the  other  day.”  “Any  rain?”  inquired  the  reporter. 
“ Some,  but  it  was  the  hail  I wanted  to  speak  about.” 
“ Much  hail?  ” “ I don’t  know  whether  you  would  call 

it  mnoh  or  not,  but  there  wasn't  a hailstone  fell  that 
wasn’t  biggor  than  an  egg.”  “Como  off,”  dissontod 
the  reporter ; “did  many  fall?”  “Millions  of  them.” 
“ You  must  bi  tho  hailstone  liar,”  suggested  tt(e 
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reporter.  “No,  I’m  giving  yon  tho  straight  truth.’’ 
Tho  reporter  still  had  his  doubts.  “ What  kind  of 
eggs?”  ho  ventured.  “Fish  eggs,”  smiled  tho  Port 
Huron  humorist,  and  tho  reporter  made  him  pay  for  the 
cigars. 

####*#* 

When  you’vo  got  a thing  to  say, 

Say  it ! Don’t  take  half  a day. 

When  your  tale’s  got  little  in  it, 

Crowd  the  whole  into  a minute. 

Life  is  short — a fleeting  vapour— 

Don’t  fill  a forty-eight  page  paper 
With  a tale  which,  at  a pinch, 

Could  be  cornered  in  an  inch. 

Boil  it  down  until  it  simmers  ; 

Polish  it  until  it  glimmers. 

When  you’vo  got  a thing  to  say, 

Say  it ! Don’t  take  half  a day. 
******* 

The  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  is  responsible  for  the 
following:  “There  is  a good  deal  of  truth  in  the  line 
about  tho  cel  of  which  a writer  in  the  American  Sports- 
men’s Review  says  : ‘ Eel  slime  ! Slippery  is  no  name 
for  it.  It  is  slicker  than  goose  grease  and  as  sticky  as 
fly-paper.  Did  you  ever  try  to  turn  a door-knob  with 
your  hands  soaped  ? It  didn’t  turn,  did  it?  But  you 
could  let  go  all  the  same.  Well,  eel  slime  sticks 
while  it  slips.  It  is  fast  and  loose  at  the  same  time. 
It  holds  on  while  it  lets  go.  Its  ambiguity  is  as  queer 
as  the  Irishman’s  frog,  which  stands  up  when  it  sits 
down.  You  can  no  more  unsnarl  a coiled  line  with  a 
live  eel  in  it  than  yon  can  eat  soup  with  a fork  ; though 
if  you  are  new  to  eels,  or  eels  are  new  to  you,  you  will 
be  likely  to  persist  in  the  effort  until  you  are’  as  hope- 
lessly involved  as  a bottle  fly  in  a web.  The  eel  will 
thread  bites  and  loops  faster  than  you  can  open  them 
out.  He  will  thrust  his  head  through  one  ganglion  and 
his  tail  through  another,  and  then  tie  himself  into  a 
running  bowline  and  reeve  himself  through  the  turn  of 
the  knot  and  come  out  both  ways  at  once,  which  is 
quite  true,  because  I’ve  seen  him  do  it— quite  an 
eel-aborate  performance,  so  to  speak. 

******* 

“The  eel  is  made  of  slime,  immortality,  and  cussedness, 
with,  comparatively,  a mere  trifle  of  skin,  bone  and 
flesh  to  hold  ’em  together.  Its  ambiguity  extends  even 
further  than  the  American  writer  mentions.  It  has  an 
exasperating  knack  of  progressing  backwards,  and  is 
particularly  handy  with  its  tail.  In  fact,  when  in  a 
dilemma,  such  as  a fishing  creel  or  a pail,  he  makes  a 
point  of  following  his  tail  in  preference  to  his  nose.  Try 
to  put  a live  eel  bead  first  into  a creel,  and  you  might  as 
well  attempt  to  thread  a needle  with  the  thread  of  a 
narrative;  hut  once  get  the  tip  of  his  tail  through  the 
hole  in  the  lid  and  he  will  slip  into  the  basket  as  easily 
as  a company  promoter  slips  into  bankruptcy.  Similarly 
an  eel  attempting  to  escape  from  a pail  first  wriggles  his 
tail,  not  his  head,  over  the  edge,  and  if  he  can  only 
manage  that,  the  rest — the  rest  of  the  eel  I mean — follows. 
This  is  a sample  of  his  artfulness.  He  works  it  this  way 
so  that,  should  you  chance  to  come  past  when  he  is  half 
in  and  half  out,  you  will  naturally  conclude  that  he  has 
been  out,  and  not  finding  it  to  his  taste  is  coming  back 
home  again  as  fast  as  he  can. 

******* 

“ The  angling  novice  with  his  first  eel  is  like  the  un- 
tutored savage  with  his  first  bootjack  who  cannot  quite 
make  up  his  mind  whether  to  use  it  for  a war-club  or  a 
toasting-fork — he  doesn’t  know  what  to  do  with  it.  He 
cannot  bold  it  to  get  the  hook  out  and  he  does  not  know 
how  to  kill  it,  and  while  he  is  busy,  thinking  as  hard  as 
he  can  of  wife  and  mother  and  bow  to  make  home  happy 
and  other  things,  it  wriggles  up  his  sleeve  and  down  his 
back  and  out  of  the  left  leg  of  his  trousers,  and  mixe3 
itself  up  with  the  tackle  until  you  cannot  tell  which  is 
eel  and  which  is  line.  Then  it  does  the  ‘ outside  edge  ’ 
and  the  ‘figure  eight,’  the  ‘lancers’  and  the  ‘grand 
chain.’  the  Cretan  Labyrinth,  several  problems  in  plane 
and  fancy  geometry,  and  a few  ornamental  crotchet 
patterns,  previous  to  curling  and  turning  and  twisting  and 
convoluting  over  and  under  and  round  the  rod  and  itself, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty where  the  eel  begins  and  the  rod  ends,  and  in 
hopeless  dismay  you  attempt  to  disentangle  your  be- 
wildered brain  sufficiently  to  think  whether  it  will  be 

easier  to  chop  the  eel  off  the  rod  or  the  rod  off  the  eel.” 
******* 

This  reminds  me  of  a fact,  at  any  rate  it  was  told  me 
by  an  angler  whose  dog  had  inquisitively  insinuated  its 
head  into  a jug.  The  angler  is  proverbially  resourceful. 
The  way  that  dog  scampered  around  was  very  suggestive 
of  a “ smash  up  ” for  the  jug  ; so  the  sportsman  cut  off 
the  head  to  save  the  jug,  and  then  broke  the  jug  to  get 
the  head  out ! After  this  I hope  it  will  not  be  said 
that  in  these  columns  “ fiction  doth  abound.”  , 
******* 

The  Complete  Angler. 

Gray  sky,  green  trees,  a shadowed  stream, 

A gilded  spire-top’s  distant  gleam, 

A rod,  a reel,  a book  of  flies, 

A dozen  pleasant  memories. 

A homeward  trudge  through  mist-wrapped  night, 

A heart  and  creel,  in  common,  light; 

Complete  content — the  day  has  brought  it — 

He  fished  for  pleasure— and  he  caught  it ! 

Hilda  Johnson,  in  Puck. 
******* 
Another  landmark  in  the  history  of  tho  Fly-Fishers’ 
Club  waH  scored  on  Friday,  at  the  llolborn  Restaurant ; 
another  bright  year  added  to  its  life;  another  success, 
marked  by  the  attendance  of  over  200  members  and 
guest-  from  town  and  country.  I missed  some  familiar 


faces,  however — those  of  Mr.  Edward  Marston,  Mr. 
William  Senior,  and  others,  whose  absence  told  of  the 
trying  influence  of  weather,  or  of  contra-engagements. 
Mr.  0.  H.  Cook  (known  in  the  literary  and  journalistic 
world  as  “ John  Bickerdyke  ”)  proved  as  great  a success 
in  the  chair  as  he  is  behind  a fly-rod  or  at  the  author’s 


desk,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Robert  Marston  in  the 
vice-chair.  Turtle  soup  and  the  usual  concomitants 
were  followed  by  a “ feast  of  reason  and  a flow  of  soul,” 
not  the  least  entertaining  part  of  which  was  the 


humorous  situation  of  the  chairman,  who  feigned  as 
being  somewhat  “ mixed,”  as  though  his  cranium  were 
full  of  matters  relating  to  the  prevailing  Parish  Councils 
elections.  His  quaint  address  partook,  at  times,  of  a 


hustings  appeal  (as  though  ho  had  scarcoly  banishod 
tho  electoral  bogy  of  tho  previous  ovoning’s  mooting), 
and  thon  broko  out  in  places  as  though  ho  woro  sotting 
forth  tho  joys  of  his  favourite  rivorsido  occupation  ; 
honce  his  address  constituted  a erosH  botwoon  angling 
for  votos  and  voting  for  angles,  which  provoked  no 
small  amount  of  hilarity.  I could  not  help  calling  up 


the  spook  of  dear  old  Izaak  Walton,  and  testing  his 
opinion  of  tho  uproarious  fun  of  this  occasion  by  way  of 
antithesis  to  his  “ meditations  ” and  “ contemplations.” 
How  great  the  contrast  of  the  hour  with  bis  quiet 
hours  of  familiar  chat,  the  sipping  of  the  honest  brewed 
brown,  while  the  village  hostess  cooked  the  few  trout 
that  had  fallen  victims  to  his  angle  during  the  day  ! 

* * * * * # ' * 

Yes  ! we  live  in  festive  days,  that  seem  to  have  been 
conjured  up  as  corollaries  to  our  driving  and  hurrying 
habits — a new  civilisation  that  compels  a bustling  kind 
of  enjoyment  to  square  with  our  hurry-scurry  methods 
of  earning  the  needful.  However,  it  is  butjutt  to  say 
that  tho  modern  exponents  of  the  art  of  angling  appeared 
not  in  the  least  degree  unfit  to  do  honour  to  the  changed 
circumstances.  The  speeches  fitted  the  occasion.  Fly- 
fishers  from  town  and  country  rubbed  shoulders  with 
those  who  owned  the  soft  impeachment  of  being  coarse- 
fish  anglers,  and  the  exponents  of  the  joys  of  sea  fishing 
made  their  voices  beard  in  the  general  dissertation  on 
the  merits  of  the  various  “ hobbies.”  There  were  other 
voices,  too — those  of  some  members  of  the  Savage  Club 
(Mr.  William  Nieholl,  Mr.  John  Proctor,  and  their  friend 
M.  Buzian,  violinist),  and  other  talented  friends  who 
“ discoursed  sweet  music,”  told  humorous  stories,  &c., 
from  the  platform  in  compliment  generally  to  the  whole 
company,  and  particularly  to  their  brother  Savage,  Mr. 
David  Wilson,  whose  services  as  honorary  secretary 
of  the  Fly-Fishers’  Club  were  recognised  by  a special 
toast  and  a breezy  round  of  applause.  The  vitality  of 
the  club  and  its  healthy  condition  were  significantly 
pronounced  by  the  report  of  the  honorary  treasurer 
(Mr.  R.  B.  Marston)  to  the  effect  that  their  already 
ample  funds  had  been  augmented  by  a further  saving  of 
<£100  during  the  year. 

* # ***** 

As  a spectator  and  a partaker  of  the  delicious  “ straw 
potato  ” (vide  menu,  which  I much  regret  the  want  of 
space  prevents  me  giving  in  all  its  native  Scotch— I 
mean  French),  it  is  due  to  my  brother  purveyors  and 
disseminators  of  truth  that  I should  make  a feeble 
attempt  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  three  cuts  which 
adorn  the  “ net.”  [Did  an?  member  of  the  Taps  cut  the 
net?]  Now  for  the  explanation.  As  I am  an  honorary 
and  dis-honorary  member  of  twenty-three  London 
clubs  (county  clubs  please  note — there  is  still  an  oppor- 
tunity left  you),  it  is  only  natural  that  the  same  old  big- 
fronted  shirt  and  bob-tail  coat  should  be  pretty  freely 
requisitioned.  Although  only  an  honorary  member,  I 
may  apologise  that  when  there  is  a dinner  or  a supper 
announced  I immediately  become  an  active,  or  working, 
member — with  the  knife  and  fork. 

******* 

Well,  to  be  brief  (or  it  will  be  all  Fly-Fishers)  I had 
“ strained  a point  ” to  be  present  at  a West-End  Pisca- 
torial diner.  I had  also  arrived  home  at  the  orthodox 
time — early  ! At  this  rather  unusual  hour  I had  rung 
the  bell  for  the  attendance  of  my  valet-de-chambre  (quite 
an  unnecessary  summons  I must  admit).  It  was  answered 
by  the  much  better  half.  Iu  honied  tones  the  query 
came:  “ Did  you  ring,  sir  ? ” The  angler,  being  alway 
resourceful,  answered : “ I merely  want  to  show  you 
this  menu.”  “ Well,  never  mind  the  menu,  what  did  you 
have  to  eat  ? ” “ Hors-d’eeuvre  ” was  the  first  plate—  I 
mean  dish.  And  I proceeded  to  interpret  it  in  my  native 
Whitechapel : 

“ Pour  calmer  la  furenr  des  premiers  appetits  ; 

Nous  vous  offrons  d’abord  hors-d’ceuvre  assortis.” 
That  did  it ! I was  left  alone  in  my  glory  to  realise  the 
appearance  I should  present  at  the  forthcoming  Fly- 
Fishers’  Feed.  [Curtain  on  No.  1.] 

******* 

“ Now,”  thought  I,  “ what  if  I should  be  called  upon 
to  say  something.”  Before  I got  through  the  electro- 
typed  words,  “ Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,”  the 
whole  audience  “ manurial  ” or  “manorial”  would 
speedily  discover  that  I was  only  “ aooarse  ” fisherman. 
[Vide  No.  2.]  But  after  travelling  from  Horsederv  to 
the  Desert,  and  indulging  in  the  choicest  John  Clays  and 
special  “ sec,”  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  I became  a 
fy  fisherman  ? [Fide  No.  3.] 

• J * * * * * * * 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Walton  was  an  exponent  of 
fine  tackle.  We  have  it  on  the  most  unimpeachable 
authority,  that  he  caught  many  fish  with  Cotton. 

* * * * * . * * 

Some  people  will  never  admit  their  ignorance.  If  a 
foreign  phrase  is  used  they  will  pretend  to  understand 
it  whether  thV  do  or  not.  Paterfamilias  had  returned 
home  and  emptied  his  basket,  and  some  lovely  speckled 
trout  were  being  fried  in  the  back  kitchen,  when  a 
visitor  knooked  at  the  door.  The  daughter  of  the 
house  ran  and  opened  it  with  the  exclamation,  “ Oh. 
Mr.  Jenkins,  I am  so  glad  you  have  come,  you  will 
enjoy  yourself.  Wo  are  going  to  have  some  Tableaux i 
Vivants  to-night.”  “Indeed!”  said  Mr.  Jenkins,  with 
a gratifiod  sniff,  “ well,  if  they  taste  as  nice  as  they 
smell  I shall  like  them  vory  muoh.” 

******* 
BusnEi.sof  ohestnuts,  boiled,  baked,  and  bursted,  are 
unavoidably  hold  over  till  tho  Christmas  hamper  is  un- 
packed. Interesting  correspondence  (which  will  koop  a 
week  at  this  time  of  tho  year)  has  been  “ held  over,” 
and  several  club,  and  rivor,  and  provincial  notes,  which 
arrived  after  tho  machinery  had  been  sot  in  motion  for 
producing  tho  angler's  Christmas  repast,  have  boon  un- 
fortunately and  unavoidably  omitted.  Tho  articles  on 
“ St.  Dunstan’s  Church,”  Two  Border  Streams,”  “ Trout 
Fishing  on  tho  Earno,”  “ Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tay, 
&0.,  Ac.,  have  also  had  to  “ bide  a wee.”  A new  volumo 
oommonoos  on  Jan.  5.  Subscription.  10s.  (id.  per  year 
(post  free).  Post  on  your  subscriptions  to  “ The 
Manager,’  and  they  will  bo  promptly  acknowledged  by 

Dkaunbt. 
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STRAY  CASTS. 


The  Sound  of  Islay  is  a fierce  tideway,  a mile 
or  so  in  width,  separating  the  island  after  which 
it  is  named  from  the  neighbouring  one  of  J ura, 
Both  islands  are  noted  for  their  moorland  deso 
lation  and  whisky,  and  now,  much  to  my  own 
surprise,  I find  my  tent  pitched  on  the  Islay 
shore  of  the  afore-mentioned  sound,  and  myself 
pensively  gazing  at  the  alternate  resistlessly 
rushing  tides.  I have,  however,  found  a new 
pastime,  and  one  that  the  same  tides  influence 
not  a little.  The  sound  abounds  with  fish,  and 
at  the  quay  of  Portaskaig,  working  with  a morsel 
of  fresh  herring  as  bait,  hundreds  of  saithe — 
“ pukeys  ” the  natives  call  them — have  already 
rewarded  our  toil.  The  fish  are  about  the  size 
of  a herring,  some  running  to  lib.  or  more,  and 
at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  they  take  very  freely. 
The  tackle  used  is  of  the  most  primilfive  kind, 
and  the  fish  are  hauled  out  unceremoniously  at 
once.  Now  and  then  a small  codling  or  lytbe,  or 
an  unkempt  mottled  monster  all  head  and  mouth 
which  they  call  a cobbler,  varies  the  take,  and  as 
the  latter  creature  has  a strong  pointed  spine 


among  the  ramificationsof  eachof  its  large  fan-like 
pectoral  fins,  some  ingenuous  young  Highlander, 
who  is  looking  on  at  the  sport,  pounces  upon  him 
as  soon  as  the  angler  throws  him  aside,  and, 
sticking  a cork  on  each  spine,  returns  the  wretch 
to  the  water,  where  his  ineffectual  struggles  to 
keep  below  afford  great  amusement.  The  poor 
cobbler,  driven  to  stick  to  his  lasts— or  rather 
his  corks — in  this  cruel  way,  soon  perishes, 
i now  and  then  I have  seen  him  shake  his 
buoys  off  and  escape.  The  R.S  P.C.A.  does  not 
seem  to  be  represented  very  strongly  here.  The 
pukeys  taste  not  at  all  had,  and  the  natives  cure 
them  in  thousands  The  herring  fishing,  however, 
is  the  feature  of  the  place  and  moment,  and  the 
boats  and  steamers  engaged  in  this  industry 
frequently  crowd  the  honest  angler  quite  out  of 
the  pier  altogether.  Still,  we  are  willing  to 
tolerate  the  herring  fisher  in  moderation  if  he 
would  only  know  his  place  a little  better,  for,  after 
all,  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  our  bait.  He 
makes  our  port  lively,  too,  especially  on  Saturday 
nights,  and  as  one  of  the  three  bouses  of  which 
the  port  cons’sts  is  a pub. — and  a very  excellent 
and  well-conducted  little  hotel  into  the  bargain— 
things  do  just  hum  now  and  then.  There  is 
much  of  the  improvident  and  precarious  about 
your  herring-fisher  and  his  work,  and  as  for 
danger,  news  just  now  reaches  me  of  the  drowning 
of  two  fishermen — father  and  son — in  the  tempest 
of  last  night.  The  father’s  body  has  been  recovered 
and  brought  ashore,  and  the  relatives  are  ex- 
pected from  Dublin  in  a day  or  two. 

The  wet-fly  man,  otherwise  the  chuck-and- 
chancer,  of  en  uses  tapered  casts  (collars),  and, 
having  attached  the  stouter  end  of  one  to  his 
winch-line,  he  may  be  seen  proceeding  to  mount 
his  flies,  his  stretcher,  and  his  droppers  in  the 
usual  way.  Sometimes  the  task  is  accomplished 
rapidly  aud  satisfactorily  enough,  but  on  other 
occasions  a difficulty  presents  itself.  When 
the  flies  differ  in  size  (as  they  frequently  do) 
he  wishes  to  make  the  largest  the  stretcher,  the 
next  in  size  the  first  dropper,  and  the  smallest 
(if  three  flies  are  used)  the  upper  dropper,  and 
there  are  obvious  advantages  in  this  arrange- 
ment. But  here  then  is  our  large  stretcher 
with  its  stout  gut  to  be  attached  to  the  finer  end 
of  the  collar ; while  as  our  collar  grows  stouter 
upward,  the  gut  of  the  attached  flies  grows  finer, 
aud  so  not  only  is  the  risk  inseparable  from 
fineness  incurred  without  any  compensating 
advantage  (tor  a stretcher  dressed  on  a rope  is  as 
alarming  an  apparition  as  a rope  collar),  but  the 
artistic  sense  is  hurt  by  the  “ discrepancy.  do 
obviate  all  this  the  collar  should  be  attached  to 
the  line  by  the  finer  end,  and  then  we  have 
harmony  and  grace.  And  we  have  even  known 
that  rampant  cbuck-and-chancer,  the  salmon 
angler,  use  two,  aye,  and  even  three  flies,  on 
occasion  upon  a tapered  cast  when,  for  instance, 
testing  varieties  of  size  and  colour  on  strange 
water,  though  we  must  confess  the  water  and 
fish  were  small  and  the  tackle  light. 

When  contending,  verbally  of  course,  with  an 
opponent  of  uncertain  temper,  few  things  are 
better  calculated  to  “ fetch  him  ’ than  to  contend 
that  not  only  is  your  view  of  the  matter 
dispute  the  correct  one  but  also  most  in  bar 
mony  with  the  order  of  tho  universe.  If  in 
addition  you  can  drag  in  something  about  that 
survival  of  the  fittest  to  which  everything  nowa- 
day must  be  brought  into  line,  you  will  probably 
find  his  views  and  language  in  matters  of  science 
worthy  of  a militant  schoolman  of  the  dark  ages. 
A living  authority  on  salmon  angling  has  some- 
where written  that  when  on  strange  water  the 
angler  will  probably  lose  much  time  aud  temper 
in  attempting  to  discover  the  favourite  “ lays  ” of 
rising  fish  if  unprovided  with  a guide,  but  in  the 
absence  of  one  the  writer  ventures  to  throw  out 
a hint  or  two  which  he  thinks  may  be  of  use. 
In  the  edge  of  an  eddy  behind  a rock  where 
passing  food  is  likely  to  be  carried,  a salmon 
may  be  expected  to  be  on  the  watch.  One 
wonders  how  the  writer  would  receive  a fiat 
denial  of  salmon  feeding  at  all  in  fresh  water, 
and  the  consequent  indifference  of  the  fish  to  the 
presence  or  absenco  of  “ food.”  For  he  assumes 
without  the  faintest  misgiving  that  they^  do  eat. 
It  is  an  “element”  in  his  science  which  only 
fools  would  question.  On  this  rock  he  is 
about  to  build,  while  the  scoffer  tells  him 
it  is  but  a quicksand.  And  the  scoffer  is 
right,  By  a wonderful  provision  of  nature 


— as  the  moral  writers  in  the  pre-scientific 
days  loved  to  say — salmon  do  not  require 
food  while  in  fresh  water,  for  if  they  did,  the 
whole  race  would  quickly  become  ex  inct,  cr 
rather,  could  not  with  their  present  habits  be  in 
existence  at  all.  For  salmon  are  sometimes  found 
for  weeks  together  potted  in  pools  thick  as  her- 
rings in  a barrel,  where  food  sufficient  for  one  of 
them  fora  day  could  not  be  found.  Were  food 
indispensable  they  would  all  perish.  But  they 
feel  not  the  privation  ; they  touch  not 
insects  which  dance  or  float  above  them,  nor 
though  gudgeon  or  minnow  share  the  pool  with 
them,  do  they  take  a snap  at  one  of  them.  When 
spawning  they  fast,  for  were  they  predatory  their 
utmost  efforts  could  not  keep  them  in  food 
sufficient  to  sustain  life,  even  if  breeding  opera- 
tions were  totally  suspended.  In  fact,  m the 
neighbourhood  of  the  spawning  beds  there  is 
scarcely  any  food,  and  the  little  there  is  would 
at  once  disappear  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fish  it 
the  salmon  became  predacious.  What  terror  the 
appearance  of  a shoal  of  devouring  salmon  would 
spread  among  the  tiny  denizens  of  our  rivers. 
What  rushing  into  shallows,  what  stranding  ot 
themselves  on  low  banks  ! Why  do  we  see  none 
of  this  ? The  answer  is  obvious.  The  salmon  is 
a fasting  fish,  and  eschews  food  while  in  his  native 
element.  On  certain  parts  of  the  Shannon  salmon 
are  taken  with  trolled  gudgeon  in  the  spring,  and. 
any  attempts  to  persuade  the  Shannon  angler 
that  the  fish  does  not  fall  a victim  to  his  hungei, 
but  rather  to  his  wantonness,  or  playfulness,  or 
irritability,  is  generally  received  with  scorn  and 
contempt.  Yet  there  are  other  strange  facts 
before  the  angler’s  eyes.  The  salmon  water 
abounds  with  gudgeon.  We  see  them  on  the 
shallows  in  bright  weather,  darting  now  and  then 
into  the  deep  as  a boat  approaches.  i our  large 
and  healthy  springers  fresh  from  the  Atlantic 
could  here  pick  up  a mouthful  at  any  time  it  they 
felt  so  disposed,  and  a friend  of  mine  some  time 
aero  tried  what  could  be  done  among  them  with  a 
gudgeon  as  live  bait.  “ They  are  going  for  these 
gudgeon  like  old  boots,  depend  upon  it,  be  said, 
“ and  why  would  they  not  go  for  mine  i 1 11 1 try, 
anvway.”  And  so  he  did;  but  in  vain.  And  he 
might  continue  trying  till  the  crack  of  doom,  with 
like  result.  Aud  now  for  some  years  the  nets 
have  been  working  here,  hauling  out  salmon 
and  gudgeon  in  the  same  draw  as  it  were,  but  a 
gudgeon  has  never  yet  been  found  inside  a cap- 
tured fish.  Clearly  the  salmon’s  sojourn  in  his 
native  water  is  a period  of  fasting,  and  if  not  an 
absolutely  unbroken  one,  it  is  at  least  very  nearly 


The  Burmese  are  an  interesting  and  amiable 
people.  They  are  fond  of  fish,  at  least  those  of 
them  who  live  near  the  banks  of  the  Irrawady 
and  its  tributaries.  Their  favourite  fish  is  a 
small  one  which  seems  to  be  migratory,  and 
appears  in  certain  portions  of  the  rivers  at  cer- 
tain seasons  in  vast  numbers.  Their  meth°d  ot 
curing  them  is  simple  though  peculiar.  1 he  Bur- 
mese dig  long  trenches,  a foot  or  two  wide  and  about, 
half  as  deep,  which  they  half  fill  wdh  fish  and 
then  cover  up  with  the  clay.  After  being  burie 
a month  or  two  they  are  disinterred  (Burmah  is 
very  hot),  and  the  putrid  and  reeking  horror  is 
lovingly  packed  in  earthen  pots  and  put  aside  tor 
future  use.  It  is  used  as  a condiment,  and  econo- 
mically too.  Your  Burman  scrapes  a halt  handtul 
on  to  the  edge  of  his  dish,  and  dabbing  lus  fingers- 
and-thumb  full  of  cooked  rice  into  the  appetising 
mess  of  “ uappi  ” (that’s  the  name  ot  it ; but 
’twould  smell  as  sweet  by  any  other),  proceeds 
to  gorge  aud  thank  the  gods.  Your  Burman, 
unlike  the  Hindu,  has  no  caste  proper,  and  so 
does  not  relentlesssly  banish  strangers  from  his 
board.  He  admires  tho  white  man,  and  in 
individual  cases  has  been  known  to  show  him 
kindness  and  hospitality.  He  has  invited  him  to 
his  table,  and  the  present  writer— but  no,  chilled 
remembrance  shudders  o er  the  rest  ! 

And  now  comes  the  question  which,  fortunately, 
I have  nothing  to  do  with  answering  : If  rotten 
fish  is  poisonous,  why  is  not  the  Burman  poisoned r 
Use  does  it,  people  say,  but  a short  time  since  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  I saw  an  account  ot  some 
unfortunate  people  who  ate  bad  herrings,  possibly 
with  a view  to  begin  getting  use  to  it.  But  they 
died.  How  then  is  one  to  begin  getting  use 

t0Noquestion  worth  the  asking,  says  the  astute 
Selden,  was  ever  answered  by  a simple  yes  or  no, 
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and  this  observation  fully  applies  (o  the  question 
of  tho  true  position  of  the  winch  on  the  rod. 
Tho  advantages  of  the  under  position  seems  to  he 
three.  It  keeps  tho  rod  in  a state  of  convenient 
and  stablo  equilibrium.  With  tho  winch  on  top 
there  is  a constant  effort  required  to  prevent  the 
rod  from  falling  over  in  order  to  bring  the  weight 
below.  Then  in  casting,  tho  winch  does  not  pinch 
the  wrist  ; whilo,  finally,  it  is  contended  that 
sometimes  on  wet  days  the  line  lying  somewhat 
loosely  for  a time  on  tho  top  surface  of  the  rod 
“ glues”  to  it  throughout  the  whole  length,  and 
in  case  of  a sudden  rush  we  may  have  a disaster. 
Hanging  dowD,  of  course  there  is  no  resistance 
except  the  very  slight  friction  on  the  rings.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  top  position  has,  with  its 
noticed  disadvantages,  one  great  recommenda- 
tion. It  enables  one  to  see  how  the  line  is  work- 
ing when  a fish  is  being  played,  and  this  is  a con- 
sideration so  important  as,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
to  outweigh  every  possible  disadvantage  of  the 
position.  Anyone  who  has  ever  wound  up  a 
heavy  fish  which  appeared  to  be  giving  way, 
when  in  reality  he  was  only  sparring  for  wind, 
and  suddenly  found  his  winch  refusing  to  work 
in  consequence  of  the  wet  line  being  all  jammed 
in  an  unsightly  heap  against  the  pillars,  is  apt  to 
register  a vow  in  heaven,  or  elsewhere,  against 
ever  attempting  to  play  a fish  again  without 
having  the  winch  under  his  eyes.  And  his  vow 
becomes  inexorable  when  the  fish  makes  a fierce 
rush  and  breaks  him — which  he  is  sure  to  do — 
before  the  line  can  be  freed.  Such  a sufferer 
may  be  relied  on  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  the 
top  position.  The  present  writer  is  free  to  confess 
that  he  has  registered  such  a vow,  and  is  daily 
reminded  of  it  as  his  aching  memory  recalls  the 
loss  of  that  splendid  trout  in  June  last  by  the 
fouling  of  the  too  fine  blow-line  between  the 
revolving  plate  and  the  winch  side — a thing 
which  could  not  have  happened  with  the  winch 
under  his  eyes.  “But,  torr,”  said  Jack 
M’Grath  to  me  some  years  ago,  “I  loike 
to  see  the  wheel  out  of  the  road  below, 
and  not  in  your  way,  anyhow.  Last  year 
an  English  gintleman  was  fishing  with"  me 
here  with  his  big  wheel  an’  top  like  that 
as  he  was  playin’  a rapid  fish  below 
at  the  pint,  when  all  of  a sudden  the 
handle  caught  some  way  in  the  chain  of  his 
watch,  and  before  you  could  cross  yourself  the 
watch  was  whipped  out  of  his  pocket  and  into  the 
water,  and  the  fish  was  gone  with  a fine  fly  in  his 
jaw.”  Most  rods,  except  the  very  best,  “ grow  ” 
in  time  as  they  have  been  bent,  if  they  are  always 
kept  in  the  same  position  over  the  water.  To 
prevent  this  one  might  fish  in  one  position  and 
play  the  fish  in  an  opposite,  and  thus  let  opposing 
tendencies  neutralise  each  other.  On  the  whole 
question  we  may  perhaps  conclude  that  the  winch 
should  be  adjusted  for  the  top  position ; then  let  it 
swing  under,  and  so  proceed  to  work ; and  when 
line  has  to  be  shortened  or  lengthened,  or  a fish 
played,  bring  up  the  winch,  and  there  you  are  ! 

__ Mona. 


STREAM  FISHING  FOR  CHUB  IN 
WINTER. 


There  is  perhaps  no  branch  of  the  angling  art 
so  absorbing  or  fascinating  as  stream  fishing  for 
chub  throughout  the  late  autumn  months  and 
during  the  depths  of  winter.  But  the  angler  to 
be  successful  should  possess  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  waters  over  which  he  has  been 
accustomed  to  roam,  and  should  at  least  be 
familiar  with  the  possible  depths  of  the  various 
swims  and  eddies  on  which  he  has  resolved  to 
cast  his  line.  The  Trent,  of  all  the  rivers  flowing 
through  England,  may  safely  be  described  as  a 
typical  river  for  the  breeding  and  cultivation  of 
chub.  Its  waters  contain  a great  variety  of 
attractive  swims,  and  in  winter,  when  these  are 
running  in  low  and  bright  volume,  many  anglers 
are  known  to  devote  more  time  and  attention  to 
chub  fishing  than  to  any  other  branch  of  coarse 
fish  angling.  lor  my  own  part  I have  taken  deep 
■nterest  and  delight  in  chubbing  for  years,  and 
have  probably  been  as  successful  amongst  tho  fish 
as  any  of  my  numerous  colleagues.  The  favourite 
winter  baits  m use  on  the  Trent  are  bullock’s  pith 
and  brains,  and  chandlers’  greaves  (the  older  tho 
better),  and  I bav  o little  doubt  that  tho  former 
bait  would  be  found  to  kill  chub  on  most  rivers 


in  which  the  fish  abound.  I am  not  so 
certain  about  tho  killing  powers  of  greaves,  for  I 
have  frequently  used  them  on  the  lower  lengths 
of  the  Dove  (one  of  the  large  tributaries  of  the 
Trent)  without  so  much  as  hooking  a fish  ; whilst 
over  the  same  course  of  swims,  and  in  the  same 
week,  I have  creeled  with  pith  many  really 
handsome  specimens.  How  to  account  for  this 
uncertainty  I do  not  know.  Pith.  I take  it,  may 
bo  looked  upon  os  a standard  bait,  though  small 
sport  to  the  novice  is  certain  to  accrue  if  he 
attempts  to  start  on  his  chubbing  mission  with- 
out an  ample  supply  of  brains.  These  are  pre- 
pared in  a yariety  of  way  s.  My  plan  is  as  follows  : 
Having  obtained  four  or  five  sets,  I take  off  the 
outer  skin  in  tepid  water,  wash  them  well,  place  in 
a saucepan  of  cold  water,  and  then  boil  them  over 
a quick  fire  ten  minutes.  The  pith — and  there 
are  three 'Skins  on  pith,  the  two  outer  of  which 
should  be  removed — should  hardly  be  boiled  at 
all.  Simmering  is  preferable,  and  much  time  is 
saved  by  cutting  up  the  lengths  into  small  strips 
for  the  hook  before  venturing  forth  to  the  river. 

Novices  are  often  puzzled  as  to  how  properly 
to  bait  a swim  or  swims  with  brains.  Some  will 
chew  them  and  spit  them  into  it.  Others  will 
chew  them  and  blow  them  into  the  stream 
through  a tube  inserted  in  the  mouth.  The 
modus  operandi  I have  adopted  for  many  seasons 
is  as  follows : I always  carry  with  me  the  half 
shell  of  a cocoanut,  through  the  bottom  of  which 
a moderately  sized  hole  has  been  punched. 
Having  placed  the  brains  in  the  shell,  I scoop 
from  the  river  barely  sufficient  water  to  cover 
them,  and  press  at  the  same  time  one  of  my 
fingers  on  the  hole,  so  as  to  prevent  the  added 
water  running  through.  My  scissors  are  then 
brought  into  play  for  cutting  up  the  brains,  and 
very  quickly  they  are  reduced  into  a kind  of 
pulp.  In  this  condition,  I remove  my  finger  from 
the  punched  hole,  squeeze  the  brains  to  one  side 
of  the  shell,  and  in  a few  moments  the  added 
water  disappears  through  the  aperture.  Thus 
I am  left  with  a substantial  handful  of  stuff 
for  depositing  in  the  swim  selected.  The 
pith  should  be  carefully  threaded  on  to  the 
hook  through  the  skin  “adhering”  to  it,  with 
the  white  side  showing  prominently  on  the  out- 
side. Pith  in  reality  is  tasteless,  and  is  only 
used  to  deceive  the  fish,  which  are  most  partial 
to  its  counterpart — brains. 

Long  swims  in  chub  fishing  are  indispensable, 
and  it  is  a very  great  mistake  for  the  young 
angler  to  commence  with  too  small  a hook.  I 
always  use  a No.  3,  whether  in  the  use  of  greaves 
or  pith.  The  size  is  large,  but  the  chub  has  a 
very  big  mouth,  and  if  before  seizing  your 
greaves  or  pith  he  stopped  to  study  size,  he 
would  never  surely  trouble  you  at  all.  Many 
excellent  chub  fishermen  frequenting  the  Sbard- 
low  waters — no  better  anywhere  on  the  Trent 
— swear  by  the  number  I have  named.  Chub 
as  a rule  prefer  the  streams  or  broken 
water  of  any  and  every  kind.  They  don’t  seem 
to  care  very  much  for  bottoms  of  a sandy  nature. 
Then  as  to  outfit.  Lightness  of  rod,  line,  and 
tackle  are  absolutely  a sine  qua  non.  Clumsy 
rods,  thick  lines,  and  heavy  floats  are  perfectly 
useless.  The  float  I prefer  is  a quill,  carrving 
six  or  seven  double  B.  shot.  Chub  fishing  is 
decidedly  quick  fishing,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  fish 
are  in  the  swim  the  angler  has  not  loDg  to  wait 
without  his  reward  in  the  shape  of  the  disappear- 
ance of  his  float.  He  must  be  fully  on  his 
guard,  strike  quickly,  and  play  his  quarry  with 
judgment,  so  as  to  keep  the  other  fish  together. 
A soft  rubber  keeper  should  be  affixed  on  the 
float  in  order  to  facilitate  alteration  of  depth.  A 
fastened  line  is  likely  to  result  in  the  young 
angler  striking  off  at  the  fastening.  Chub  are 
decidedly  hold  feeders,  and  whilst  “ on  ” there  is 
no  sport  to  be  compared  with  it.  I have  caught 
tho  fish  at  all  depths,  though  for  the  “ Aldermen  ” 

I prefer  the  bait  being  pretty  well  on  the  bottom. 
Whilst  it  is  a mistaken  notion  to  use  too  small  a 
hook  in  chubbing,  it  is  a greater  mistake  to  fish 
with  a short  rod.  The  stereotyped  12ft  is  sheer 
nonsense.  I prefer  one  of  l ift. — bamboo,  light, 
and  pliable — and  one  with  which  I can  get  out 
any  distance  I require.  Moreover,  a long, 
light  rod  has  this  great  advantage,  it  enables 
tho  angler  to  obtain  a longer  swim  and  to  possess 
greater  command  of  the  same.  Tho  bait  should 
be  presented  to  the  fish  in  natural  fashion,  and 
over  long  distances  this  can  best  ho  accomplished 


by  tho  use  of  a long  rod,  which,  I repeat,  must  he 
extremely  light.  It  is  necessary  at  all  times  to 
keep  well  out  of  sight  of  the  fish,  and  where  it 
can  ho  done  the  angler  should  always  make  a 
point  of  landing  his  quarry  above  the  standing  he 
has  appropriated.  My  best  day  amongst  chub 
was  a take,  with  pith  and  brains,  of  forty-four 
fish.  Chubbing  has  many  charms  for  me,  and  in 
a future  paper  I will  attempt  to  describe  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  greaves  fishing 
for  members  of  the  Leuciscas  cephalus  family. 

H.  Coxon. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  AND  TROUT. 
WHAT  ARE  THEY? 

(A  Lecture  Delivered  refoke  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  on  Dec.  3,  by  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
M.B.,  M.R.O.S.) 

( Concluded  from  page  612.) 


Now  let  us  look  at  the  other  grounds  on  which 
we  hold  that,  given  an  ability  to  alter  from  a 
migratory  to  non-migratory  habit,  salmon  may 
be  so  retarded  in  their  development — 

I.  The  infinite  varieties  that  occur  in  the  several 
so-called  species. 

If.  The  way  in  which  the  distinguishing  charach  rs 
overlap  in  so-called  spiecies  placed  under  similar 
extraneous  conditions  (already  dealt  with). 

III.  The  strong  tendency  exhibited  by  individuals 
to  alter  their  normal  development  if  placed  in  differ- 
ent circumstances  to  those  of  their  immediate  an- 
cestors. 

1.  Variation  in  brown  trout. 

British  Museum  Catalogue,  p.  87;  and  Day’s 
“ Salmonidai,”  p.  196,  gives  the  variation  of 
operculum. 

Irregularities  of  dentition  of  vomer.  (See  Catal., 
p.  65 ) 

Irregularities,  size  of  scales,  specimens,  p.  69 
and  72,  and  63.  This  last  the  only  specimen  de- 
scribed under  the  variety  Gaimardii.  Notice 
again  the  table  of  Kennett  and  Thames  trout. 
(Table  II.) 

Pyloric  appendages,  (33-46,  38-51,  Gunther). 
Arthur  gives  N Z specimens  58  and  54,  and  Day, 
in  his  “ British  Salmonidm,”  gives  lists  ranging 
from  28-54. 

2.  Sea  trout. 

See  Day’s  interesting  list  (p.  160  “ British 
Salmonidae  ”),  and  specimens  Brit.  Mus.  Cat. 
(classed  as  hybrids). 

3.  Salmon. 

I will  just  give  two  quotations  to  prove  this 
point. 

“We  have  never  seen  individuals  which  could 
with  any  certainty  be  regarded  as  hybrids 
between  the  salmon  and  some  other  species ; and 
although  there  are  not  a few  examples  in  the 
collection  of  the  British  Museum  which  indicate 
some  affinity  to  the  salmon,  they  differ  so  much 
among  themselves  that  they  are  evidently  of 
different  origins,  and  some  of  them  may  event- 
ually prove  to  be  of  different  species.”  (Gunther, 
Brit.  Mus.  Cat.,  vol.  6,  p.  4 ) 

Again : 

“ Lish  are  sometimes  met  with  that  are  to 
all  appearances  salmon  except  as  to  size ; the 
scales  are  not  grilse  scales,  and  the  fish  do  not 
resemble  grilse.  What  are  these  fish  P They 
run  small,  hardly  ever  exceeding  51b.  I can  give 
no  answer  to  the  question,  except  that  they  are 
not  the  same  as  grilse.  They  are  specimens  of 
Salmo  salar  in  some  stage  of  its  development, 
but  in  what  stage  it  is  difficult  to  say ; the 
experience  of  tho  Usk  would  seem  to  suggest  that 
these  fish  may  be  hybrids.”  (W.  Bund,  “ Salmon 
Problems,”  p.  76.) 

III.  Tendency  of  individuals  to  change  their 
characteristics  if  placed  under  different  conditions 
to  their  immediate  ancestors. 

Sea  trout.  Normal  number  of  enseal  appen- 
dages, 49-61,  rarely  less.  (Brit.  At  us.  Cat.) 

Morton  Allport’s  specimen,  36. 

Salmon. — Normal  ducal  appendages,  53-77. 

Mill  ie’s  specimens,  48-50. 

Sal  mo  fario  var.  ausonii. 

Vomerine  dentition. — Normal,  four  at  bond  of 
hone,  and  double  longitudinal  row  permanent. 

Scale  number,  adipose  to  lateral  lino,  16. 

(laical  appendages,  38-47  (51). 

These  are  Gunther’s  figures, 
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New  Zealand  trout,  bred  from  ova  from  the 
Windrush,  examined  by  Day,  p.  108. 

Vomerine  teeth. 

Spec.  1.  Two  on  hinder  edge  of  head,  none 
longitudinally.  . 

Spec.  2.  None  on  head  of  bone,  one  longitudi- 
nally (?) 

Spec.  3.  None  at  all. 

Spec.  4.  None  longitudinally.  Head  of  bone 
not  stated. 

Niimher  of  scales. — Adipose  to  lateral  line,  spec. 

1, 14;  spec.  2,  13;  spec.  3,  12;  sp°c.  4,  14. 

(T a gallery  Brit.  Mas.,  New  Zealand  trout, 
201b.,  the  count  is,  as  before  stated,  12.) 

Cxcal  appendages. — Spec.  1,  58;  spec.  2,  54; 
spec.  3 and  4 not  stated. 

Now,  what  knowledge  have  we  as  to  the  causes 
of  these  alterations?  Day  (Brit.  Salm.  p.  7), 
states,  Mr.  Arthur  informed  us  that:  “In  the 
Shag  river  the  largest  trout  are  near  the 
tideway,  and  small  trout  numerous  above. 

In  the  Leith  the  large  trout  are  only  found 
during  spawning  time.”  Also:  “That  as  large 
trout  are  not  now  seen  in  the  Leith,  except 
during  winter,  they  must  live  in  the  brackish 
water” at  its  mouth,  or  in  the  bay  itself,  for 
nine  months  out  of  the  twelve.  Aud  this  is 
further  borne  out  by  the  fact  of  many  large  fish 
being  netted  by  the  fishermen  in  the  bay  with 
the  characters,  more  or  less,  of  the  brown  trout. 

I want  you  all  to  go  and  look  at  the  magm- 
ficent  specimen  of  brown  trout  in  the  public 
gallery  of  the  British  Museum,  sent  by  C.  S. 
Farr,  Esq  , from  the  Waimakariri  River,  New 
Zealand,  Dec.  18,  1884.  “ Netted  in  the  estuary.” 
Look  at  its  marking.  Unfortunately  it  is  sealed 
up,  and  we  cannot  see  its  vomerine  teeth  or 
cmral  appendages.  „ ,,  . , 

Compare  it  with  specimen  3 of  Mr.  Arthur  s 
trout : Length,  32|iu. ; vomerine  teeth,  0;  adipos) 
to  dorsal,  12in.  This  fish  is  34fin.  long,  2fc.  m 
girth,  adipose  to  dorsal,  12.  It  is  marked  with  A 
marks  above  the  lateral  line. 

“ Ja  the  same  river  the  trout  caught  previous 
to  1878  were  marked  with  red  spots,  but  they  are 
never  seen  there  now.”  {Field,  Die.  20,  1880.) 

As  to  hybrids.  That  cross-breeding  amongst 
salmon,  sea  trout,  and  trout  does  occur  we  are 
all  aware.  Day  explains  this  as  mongrelism 
Murie  very  properly  questions  the  fact  that  the 
Welsh  sea  trout  variety  are  hybrids  between 
8.  camlricus  and  /S',  fario.  They  retain  the 
migratory  impulse,  and  when  young  resemble 
tro'ut,  when  older  sewin.  He  looks  upon  them 
being  late  hatched  sewin  retarded  by  adverse 
circumstances. 

One  interesting  statement  tends  to  corroborate 
this  In  the  Coquet  a fair  number  of  salmon 
used  to  be  found.  In  1864,  Russell  observed  that 
“The  river  was  full  of  bull-trout,  to  the  almost 
entire  exclusion  of  salmon  and  grilse.”  Later  it 
was  suggested  by  Her  Majesty’s  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  that  this  was  owing  to  the  presence  ot 
bull-trout,  and  that  if  they  were  killed  down 
salmon  would  again  flourish. 

From  1868-72  the  annual  close  time  tor  migra- 
tory trout  was  suspended,  and  they  were  steadily 

The^stock  was  soon  diminished,  but  the  stock 
of  salmon  did  not  increase.  In  1885  the  inspector 
stated  that  the  Coquet  “ is  a much  later  river 
than  any  of  its  neighbours  in  the  east ; but  this 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  river  is 
infested  with  bull-trout.”  , , , 

This  looks  as  if  these  fish  are  the  retarded 
progeny  of  salmon;  in  fact,  that  the  lateness  is 
the  cause  of  the  bull  trout,  not  the  bull-trout  the 
cause  of  the  lateness. 

As  a corroboration  of  this,  Seeley  sia.es  ( the 
Fresh-water  Fishes  of  Europe,  1886,”  p.  312): 
“ We  have  regarded  the  bull-trout,  or  sewin  ot 
Scotland,  which  Yarrell  identified  with  the 
Salmo  eriox  of  Linnaeus,  as  only  a condition  or 
variety  of  Salmo  trutta-,  but  it  is  imperfectly 
understood,  and  Dr.  Giiuther  records  his  con- 
viction that  it  comprises— 

“ (1)  Hybrids  between  salmon  and  sea  trout ; 

“ (2)  Salmon  which  have  prematurely  returned 
from  the  sea  after  spawning  ; and 

“ (3)  Sterile  fish.  . 

“Dr.  Gunther  mentions  having  seen^  in  the 
month  of  August,  in  the  Beauly,  in  Scotland, 
thirty  salmon  to  three  bull  trout  and  one  sea 
trout,  and  adds  that  the  differences  between  bull 
trout  and  salmon  are  sometimes  so  slight  as  to 


bo  scarcely  perceptible  to  an  inexperienced 
eye.” 

What  are  the  causes  of  the9e  differences  among 
the  Salmonidx  if  they  bo  all  one  species  ? 

The  variable  characters  are  the  result  of  a 
variety  of  causes.  Colour,  by  sex,  character  of 
water,  and  light.  Shape  and  size  of  fins,  t e.,  the 
roundness  of  the  fins, is  caused  by  friction  ( Study 
of  Fishes,”  p.  634)  in  varieties  inhabiting  fresh 
river  waters,  and,  are  hence  more  angular  in 
those  inhabiting  lakes  and  in  the  young  of  salmon 
during  their  smolt  and  grilse  stages,  viz.,  before 
having  to  contend  with  swift  streams.  As  to  the 
forked  caudal,  the  marked  change  occurring 
from  the  separation  of  the  fin  rays  by  the  action 


Fig.  7. 

Diagram  showing  that  fin-rays  of  equal  length  can 
give  either  a forked  or  truncate  tail,  depending  on  their 
separation  from  approximation  to  the  middle  line. 

of  swift  water  is  shown  in  diagram  (Fig.  7).  The 
plain  is  the  unstretched,  and  the  dotted  is  the 
stretched  tail.  The  rounding  of  the  fins  in  the 


From  Seeley’s  “ Fresh  water  Fishes  of  Europe.”  (P.  108). 


From  John  Bickerdyke’s  “ Angling  for  Pike.” 
(Frontispiece.) 

Fig.  5. 


same  species  occurring  in  running  and  ^ still 
waters  is  shown  diagrammatically  (see  I ig-  ■>). 

The  upper  from  Lake  Lucerne,  tie  liwer  t om 
the  Thames.  The  pointed  fins  are  also  well  seen  m 
tb.9  specimen  of  Loch.  Connpike  in  our  collectior? 
To  explain  form  and  proportion— 

In  the  badly-nourished  vertebrates  generally 
the  bone  occupies  an  undue  proportion  to  the 
flesh,  and  the  same  holds  good  with  the 
Salmonidx.  Another  thing  is  that  if  a race  is 
placed  under  unfavourable  conditions  it  decreases 
in  size,  and  in  degenerate  varieties,  especially  in 
man  (bushmen,  Australian  aborigines,  &c.),  the 
head  is  larger  in  proportion  to  the  rest  ot  the 
body  than  in  the  type  race.  Perhaps  in  the  case 
of  the  Salmonidx  the  adult  trout  may  be  said  to 
vary  according  to  feeding  more  than  any  other 
vertebrate,  say,  from  4oz.  to  161b. 

Now  we  come  to  the  constant  characters. 
What  causes  arrest  development  in  these  ? There 
are  several,  but  the  chief  is  still  food  supp  y. 


It  is  at  once  objected  that  this  may  cause  differ- 
ences bet  ween  sal  mon  and  brown  trout,  and  between 
sea  trout  and  brown  trout,  but  how  about  sea  trout 
and  salmon  ? Again  I say  it  is  a question  of  food. 

The  sea  trout  is  not  so  well  fitted  to  go  to  sea  as 
the  salmon,  and  therefore  has  a habit  of  lurking 
about  the  coast  instead  of  going  we  know  not 
where  with  the  salmon.  What  is  the  result  t It 
grows  more  slowly  and  develops  less  rapidly 
than  the  salmon  because  its  food  is  not  so 
plentiful,  and  what  there  is,  is  sought  after  by 
other  fishes  also.  This  is  no  new  fact.  It  H 
mentioned  by  Couch  (“  British  Fishes  (1877), 
vol.  iv.,  p.  200)  as  well  known  nearly  twenty  years 

^There  are  other  factors  to  account  for  the 
arrest  of  development,  viz.,  unfavourable  spawn- 
ing conditions  and  immature  parents.  . 

What  are  the  unfavourable  spawning  condi  tions  .J 
I can  only  touch  on  one  : Inability  of  fish  to  get 
up  the  rivers  till  late  in  the  season ; caused  by 
(a)  nets  at  the  mouths  of  rivers;  and  (6)  sudden 
fl  xids,  caused  by  improved  drainage,  which  lessens 
the  period  of  flood  and  increases  its  violence. 

This  acts  prejudicially  in  two  ways,  viz.,  by 
reducing  the  period  when  salmon  can  get  up 
rivers,  and  increasing  the  difficulties  in  their 
path,  and  also  by  washing  the  ova  from  the 
redds  and  covering  them  with  mud  or  bruis- 
ing them  against  the  gravel  of  the  redd.  Why 
should  late  spawning  be  prejudicial  to  the  young. 
Because  late  spawning  means  late’5'  hatching, 
and  late  hatching  means  either  that  the  smolt  go 
to  sea  late,  or  that  they  put  on  the  smolt  livery 
when  not  properly  matured.  Now,  why  should 
going  to  sea  late  be  prejudicial  to  salmon. 
Merely  from  the  fact  that  a salmon  has  only  a 
certain  time  to  grow,  and  if  (as  it  is  stated)  the 
grilse  and  the  smolt  are  only  separated  by  a tew 
mouths,  think  of  the  loss  of  time  of  growth  that 
has  occurred  from  the  fish  being  handicapped 
behind  those  early  spawned,  so  that  we  come  back 
again  to  the  question  of  food.  Food,  in  tact, 
explains  the  growth  of  the  Tasmanian  trout,  and 
the  want  of  growth  in  the  Rhine  salmon  ot  the 
Zoological  Gardens.  _ . 

The  questions  of  pollution,  poaching,  &c  , time 
will  not  allow  me  to  touch  upon. 

The  question  of  immature  parents  leading  to  a 
degenerate  race  has  been  exhaustively  treated  by 
Dr.  F.  Day,  and  his  experiments  go  to  prove  that 
young  parents  lay  smaller  eggs  than  adults,  and 
hence  lead  to  smaller  fry.  Incidentally  another 
point  comes  under  notice,  viz  , that  the  egg  ot  the 
salmon  is  thelargest.that  of  the  sea  trout  next,  and 
that  of  the  brown  trout  last.  Livingstone  Stone 
also  states  that  the  eggs  of  the  mountain  spring 
trout  are  smaller  than  those  of  the  river  trout  ot  the 
same  so-called  species,  which  goes  to  prove  that  a 
degenerate  race  tends  to  still  further  degenerate, 
and  throws  an  interesting  light  on  the  reason 
why  the  eggs  of  salmon,  sea  trout,  and  brown 
trout  bear  the  afore-mentioned  relationship. 

Why  have  I mentioned  these  points  at  the 
end  of  a paper  full  of  skin,  pickles,  and  bones  ? 
Only  to  show  you  what  practical  results  depend 
upon  the  rapid  review  of  our  position  regarding 
the  Salmonidx.  I claim  that  my  theory  must  be 
accepted,  because  it  explains  points  which  no  one 
theory  hitherto  brought  forward  will,  viz.  :— 

1.  What  bull  trout  are. 

2.  Why  they  are  present  io  some  salmon  rivers 
and  not  in  others. 

3.  Why  the  increase  of  bull  trout  and  sea  trout 
in  so  many  rivers  has  kept  pace,  pari  passu,  with 
the  decrease  of  salmon  in  many  rivers. 

4.  Why  the  Thames  trout  are  larger  and 
stronger  than  those  of  its  tributaries. 

5.  The  reason  of  the  uncertainty  which  prevails 
regarding  the  acclimatisation  of  salmon  at  the 

antipodes.  . , , , 

6.  Why  the  boundary  lines  between  salmon, 
sea  trout,  and  the  varieties  of  other  trout  are  so 

indeterminate.  . . . 

7.  Why  the  flesh  of  brown  trout  is  inferior  to 
that  of  sea  trout  and  salmon. 

8.  Why  Loch  Leven  trout  tend  to  disappear 
from  a river  into  which  they  are  introduced  ; 

And  numbers  of  others  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion.  — 

* Of  course  temperature  of  the  water  makes  a diffe- 
rence to  the  rate  of  hatching,  and  hence  lat®  spawned 
ova  may  hatch  sooner  than  early,  owing  to  the  increased 
warmth  of  the  water,  but,  all  things  being  equal,  my 
statement  holds  good. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  29,  1894 


I bog  those  among  you  who  aro  men  of 
influence  in  tho  scientific  and  sporting  worlds, 
not  to  treat  these  efforts  with  carping  criticism 
or  silont  contempt,  but  rather  to  prove  their 
truth  or  falsity  by  experiment ; and,  if  true,  to  get 
them  practically  applied  to  salmon  legislation 
throughout  the  British  Isles. 

I have,  out  of  the  time  in  which  I have  to  earn 
my  daily  bread,  devoted  already  too  many  weary 
days  and  nights  to  trying  to  find  a way  out  of  tho 
maze,  and  if  I have  found  one  I am  amply  repaid 
far  above  my  expectn’ions. 


OUT  ON  A BOXING  DAY, 


By  Y.  N.  0.  T. 

As  I looked  out  through  the  back  window  of 
my  little  parlour  I could  just  discern  through  the 
fog  the  branches  of  the  one  solitary  and  dilapi- 
dated tree  in  the  middle  of  the  garden ; and  what 
with  being  broken  down  by  boys,  used  by  servant 
girls  from  time  immemorial  as  a clothes  prep, 
beaten  witb  mallets,  scored  with  knives,  hacked 
with  choppers,  and  chopped  with  hatchets,  one 
would  have  to  travel  some  distance  to  find  its 
fellow.  I could,  I say,  just  discern  three  miser- 
able stumps  sticking  out  from  the  main  trunk  of 
this  peculiar  production.  On  the  top  of  one  of 
these  branches  perched  a wretched  sparrow,  in  the 
last  stage  of  melancholy.  As  I stood  contem- 
plating this  miserable  bird,  usually  so  full  of 
resources,  and  so  pert,  cunning,  and  bold,  but 
now  so  fluffy  and  downcast,  who  should  walk  into 

the  apartment  but  Jack  S . Now,  Jack’s  idea 

of  enjoyment  on  this  particular  day  was  a roaring 
fire,  a bottle  of  the  best  Scotch,  a good  cigar,  a 
quiet  chat,  or  a game  at  whist.  So  you  can 
imagine  his  chagrin  when  I went  into  the  coal- 
cellar  and  showed  him  a pan  half  filled  with 
moss,  containing  between  200  and  300  of  those 
little  red  worms  commonly  called  “cockspurs,” 
a bait  which  is  often  so  deadly  in  a discoloured 
water  ; and  never  shall  I forget  the  look  of 
astonishment  that  pervaded  his  features  when  he 
knew  I was  going  on  a fishing  excursion.  Jack 
had  thoroughly  made  up  his  mind  to  enjoy  the 
day  as  described  above,  but,  like  many  more,  he 
was  mistaken  in  his  calculations,  for  I had  never 
told  him  my  intention. 

“ Fancy  going  fishing  on  such  a beastly  day  as 
this,”  said  Jack  in  disgust.  “ I have  caught  fish 
on  a worse  day  than  this,”  I replied  ; “ and  if 
you  will  call  in  about  six  o’clock  I may  have  some 
to  show  you.”  “ I simply  do  not  believe  it,” 
replied  my  friend  as  he  bid  me  good  day. 

On  arriving  at  the  river,  to  my  great  relief  I 
found  the  water  for  the  time  of  year  in  splendid 
condition.  There  was  just  the  discolouration 
anglers  love,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  heavy 
fog  which  hung  over  the  river,  it  would  have 
been  glorious,  ft  was  not  long  before  I tried  a 
quiet,  gentle  eddy ; in  fact,  an  eddy  so  gentle  that 
I found  a goose-quill  carrying  four  small  shots 
quite  heavy  enough.  I carefully  plumbed  the 
depth,  and  after  quickly  cutting  up  three  or  four 
lobs  into  very  small  pieces  to  throw  in  for  ground- 
bait,  just  by  way  of  a reminder  (for  a very  little 
ground-bait  goes  a long  way  in  winter),  1 put  a 
couple  of  cockspurs  on  a No.  9 hook,  leaving 
about  -j  of  an  inch  of  the  tail  to  twirl  about — 
but  it  was  all  no  go,  for  not  a touch  could  I get. 
Presently  an  angler  hove  in  sight,  and  we  entered 
into  conversation  anent  baits,  condition  of  the 
water,  &c.,  &c.,  and  lie  said  he  could  take  me  to  a 
place  where  I should  he  certain  to  catch  some. 
As  we  trudged  along  I said,  “ Why  are  you  so 
sure,  ray  friend?”  “Because,”  he  replied,  “I 
caught  two  or  three  dozen  there  last  Saturday.” 

‘‘  With  the  worm  ? ” “ With  the  worm.”  I said, 

*’  last  Saturday  was  a different  day  from  this.  I 
hope  you  do  not  forget  fish  soon  change  their 
quarters  with  a change  of  temperature,  and  it  is 
much  colder  to-day  than  it  was  last  Saturday.” 
He  said  he  feared  nothing.  After  walking  about 
a mile,  he  brought  me  to  a place  with  quite  a 
sharp  current,  without  the  slightest  shelter,  not 
over  deep,  and  after  trying  some  time  without 
success  I left  in  disgust.  I really  began  to  think 
that  terrible  Jack  would  have  the  intense  satis- 
faction of  chaffing  mo  to  his  heart’s  content,  for  it 
was  close  on  two  o’clock,  and  I had  not  caught  a 
single  fish.  At  last  I picked  out  yet  another 
eddy,  deeper  than  the  last,  and  well  sheltered  by  a 
mass  of  dead  rushes,  where  the  float  went  sail- 


ing steadily  and  gracefully  along  in  a contrary 
direction  to  the  main  current,  and  I was  on 
the  point  of  pitching  in  a little  ground-bait,  down 
went  the  float,  and  I struck  gently.  “ (lot  him,” 
1 said  to  myself,  and  after  a little  play  I landed 
a fine  roach.  In  arise  of  water  the  fish  no  doubt 
often  find  food  near  the  sides  they  cannot  find 
elsewhere,  and  they  are  attracted  by  a little 
ground-bait.  First  a roach  and  then  a dace  was 
captured.  Presently  I caught  a good  perch.  I 
need  scarcely  say  that  T kept  on  fishing  until  the 
tip  of  my  goose-quill  became  so  indistinct,  it 
could  no  longer  be  seen. 

Thoroughly  cramped,  and  chilled  to  the  bone, 
I rose  from  my  seat,  and,  after  stretching  my 
stiffened  limbs,  I counted  fifteen  fish  of  various 
kinds  into  the  creel,  and  you  may  guess  with 
what  feelirfgs  I packed  up  my  traps  and  started 
for  home. 

“The  dew  was  falling  fast,”  as  Wordsworth 
says.  Everything  was  in  a state  of  drip  ; every- 
thing one  approached  was  covered  with  liquid 
pearls,  and  although  there  was  not  a breath  of 
wind,  it  was  intensely  cold,  for  the  heavy,  clinging 
fog  seemed  to  wrap  round  one  like  a garment. 

“Well,  old  man,  what  sport?”  said,  or  rather 

shouted.  Jack  S as  I entered  my  domicile; 

and  then  sarcastically,  “What  sport,  eh?  ” 

Sadly  I answered,  “Not  a single  fin.” 

“ Ah,  I told  you  how  it  would  be,”  said  he. 
“By  Jove,  what  a day  to  catch  a cold!  The 
Frenchman  was  about  right  in  his  description  of 
angling  when  he  said  : ‘ It  was  a fool  at  one  end 
and  a worm  at  the  other,’  or  words  to  that  effect.” 

“ He  was  a fool  for  saying  so,”  I replied,  as  I 
laid  a splendid  dace  on  a big  dish  ; and  here  the 
children  began  to  gather  round,  and  their  faces 
positively  beamed  with  pleasure.  “ Ah  ! I told  you 
how  it  would  be,”  I said,  taking  my  fish  out  one 
by  one,  and  filling  up  the  dish;  and  not  until  I 
had  finished  was  Jack  obliged  to  say  : “ It  was  a 
fine  sight,  and  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  not 
accompanied  me  ; ” but  this  is  always  the  case,  and 
fully  verifies  the  old  adage,  “Nothing  succeeds 
like  success.” 

“And  now  Jack,  my  friend,”  said  I,  “ pour  me 
out  a drop  of  that  ‘ old  Scotch,’  and  I will  tell  you 
all  about  it.  I was  quite  right  when  I said  that 
I had  not  a single  fin,  for  you  see  there  is  a 
plurality  of  them  ! ” 


TWO  BOEDER  STREAMS. 


By  Gilnockie. 

Those  wishing  a whiff  of  peat  reek  and  a scent 
of  the  heather  should,  about  August  time,  hie 
themselves  “ ower  the  Border  and  awa’  ” to  the 
district  which  is  probably  the  most  interesting 
and  most  romantic  in  the  South  of  Scotland  ; the 
district  through  which  Liddle  and  Esk  flow,  and 
whose  waters  unite  at  the  extremity  of  Canonbie 
Lea,  celebrated  in  Border  song  and  story,  and 
the  scene  of  Sir  Walter’s  famous  ballad  in 
“ Marmion.”  Running  through  the  beautiful  and 
historic  domain  of  Netherby,  past  the  village  of 
Longtown,  Arthuret  old  church,  and  the  Metal 
Bridge  ; the  “ double  water  ” as  it  is  then  called, 
joins  the  “glorious”  Eden,  about  a couple  of 
miles  from  the  Solway  Firth,  within  hailing 
distance  of  Gretna  Green.  But  it  is  more 
especially  to  the  valley  of  the  Liddle  in  preference 
to  the  E?k,  that  I wish  to  introduce  the  reader. 
Liddesdale  is  a peat  reeky  region,  heathery,  rocky 
and  hilly  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  insatiable 
being  extant,  whose  tastes  run  riot  after  rugged 
northern  scenery  in  preference  to  the  more 
cultivated  plains  of  the  south.  Peat  reek! 

I think  it  was  the  late  Mr.  Stirling  Crawford  who 
once  said,  whenever  he  crossed  the  Border  and 
got  a sniff  of  peat  reek  from  a thatched  cottage 
he  felt  twenty  years  younger. 

For  some  miles  the  Liddle  is  the  dividing  line 
between  England  and  Scotland,  and  in  the  moss- 
trooping days  was  considered  a kind  of  “ march 
dyke,”  or  flag  of  truce,  where  hostilities  ceased 
between  tho  English  and  Scottish  freebooters 
when  they  reached  its  banks  after  a foray  upon 
each  other’s  homesteads  and  cattle. 

The  Valo  of  Liddle  is  not  so  thickly  wooded  as 
Eskdale,  but  it  possesses  a wild,  and  in  some 
places  a weird,  beauty  of  its  own  difficult  to 
surpass,  especially  when  tho  glamour  of  its  old 
associations  is  thrown  in  with  its  other  accom- 
paniments. 


We  are  supposed — my  chum  and  myself — to 
be  located  in  the  “ muckle  toon  ” o’  the  Langholm, 
about  six  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the 
Liddle;  therefore  allow  us  to  start  from  that 
cosiest  of  all  nooks  among  the  hills,  bidding  a 
brief  adieu  to  the  rugged  steeps  of  Wbita  Hill 
(which  supplies  the  water  that  assists  in  manu- 
facturing the  best  whisky  probably  in  braid 
Scotland).  We  are  on  “ Shankum’s  ” naggies, 
and  within  a few  minutes,  as  we  approach  the 
Skipper’s  Bridge  and  enter  the  Lean  Banks,  we 
catch  a glimpse  of  the  Esk. 

The  road  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  river 
over  a mile.  Below  the  bridge  are  the  Skippers 
Pool  and  Big  and  Little  Sowie,  fine  casts  for  all- 
round fishing.  Passing  the  Broomholm  reserved 
water  we  travel  on  through  the  magnificent  Lean 
Banks  woods — considered  one  of  the  finest  drives 
in  the  British  Isles — and  soon  find  ourselves  at 
Gilnoekie  Tower,  or  rather  Peel  House,  as  .Johnny 
Armstrong’s  original  stronghold  has  long  been 
swept  away  and  no  vestiges  of  it  remain.  We 
are  now  at  the  Gilnoekie  water,  but  we  soon 
leave  behind  us  the  Tower  Pool,  Crooked  Pool, 
Black  D<mk,  and  Shortholm.  “Ah,  abonnie  bib 
o’  water,”  says  my  friend,  “ and  fu’  o’  fish  at  the 
present  moment.”  Crossing  Gilnoekie  Bridge, 
which  affords  one  of  the  most  picture? que  views 
on  the  Esk,  we  press  onward  through  the  ever 
enchanting  Byre  Burn  woods  by  way  of  Rowan- 
burn  and  Archerbeck  direct  to  Penton  Linns, 
the  fairest  spot  on  the  Liddle,  where  hundreds 
of  visitors  are  attracted  every  summer  in  order 
to  gaze  on  the  stupendous  rocks  that  rise  high 
and  dry  above  the  frothing  current  extending 
from  dark  Cow  Ugly  Pool  below  Penton  Bridge 
to  the  “ Double  Pot.” 

The  best  view  is  from  the  Scottish  side,  and 
as  we  traverse  the  lofty  terrace  the  huge 
rocks  underneath  can  be  seen  to  perfection,  most 
of  which  are  overgrown  with  copsewood  of  every 
variety,  and  fantastic  form  and  colouring.  This 
is  the  historic  Liddle.  From  a little  above  Penton 
Bridge  to  Liddlefoot  (about  two  miles)  there  are 
about  twenty  good  fishing  pools,  all  easily  comat- 
able.  At  the  Linns,  the  enchanted  angler 
casts  his  eye  over  half  a mile  of  water,  worth  a 
day’s  journey  to  visit.  Liddlesdale  teems  with 
border  romance,  and  old  keeps,  peel  houses, 
feudal  strongholds,  and  “ ruined  castles  grey  ” 
are  dotted  about  all  “over  the  country  side.” 
Half  an  hour’s  walk  brings  us  to  Biddings 
Junction,  about  half  a mde  from  the  confluence 
of  the  Liddle  and  Esk.  Here  we  fall  in  with  old 
Davy  Armstrong,  an  angler  of  the  first  water  in 
the  good  old  days,  i e.,  when  he  took  the  trouble 
to  fLh  with  the  rod.  Tradition  asserts  that  Davy 
was  fonder  of  the  shekel  net  and  the  stripe 
hooks  than  he  ought  to  have  been ; indeed, 
in  justice  to  the  veteran,  he  was  never 
known  to  deny  the  soft  impeachment,  but 
then,  as  Davy  says,  “ We  were  ’a  poachers  richt 
away  doon  the  watter  at  yin  time,  but  now 
ye  couldna  fin  an  illigal  fishin’  implement,  not 
frae  the  Copshaw  to  Liddle  fit.”  “ O,  Davy,  guid 
forgie  ye  for  leeing,”  I inwardly  remarked,  “ ye 
ken  better  auld  man.”  “ I ken  nocht  aboot  the 
Esk  fishers,”  continued  Davy,  who  noticed  my 
look  of  incredulity.  “ There  was  some  talk  anent 
snatchin’,  some  wheen  ’ear  sine  when  the  watter 
was  gey  leuch,  an’  I can  weel  believe  ’b,  as  ye 
couldna  get  the  fish  ony  other  way  when  the  puils 
were  nigh  a’  dried  up,  however,  the  fishin’s 
gran’  the  noo  an’  nae  word  o’  snatching,  leistering, 
shekel-netting,  rake-netting,  or  limin’,  an’,  Mr. 
Gilnoekie,  wad  ye  think  it,  sine  ye  left  Canonbie, 
aboot  forty ’ear  sine,  ‘ guddhn’s  ’ gane  clean  oot 
o’  fashion  ! Now,  ye  mind  that  droughty  summer 
1887,  when  the  Liddle  was  a’  but  dried  up  an’ 
could  scarce  fin’  its  way  doon  to  the  Esk,  strange 
gentlemen  frae  the  sooth  just  thocht  tho  Liddle 
watter,  that  I have  fished  in,  man  an’  boy,  owre 
70  ’ear,  was  just  a wee  bit  burnie  nae  bigger  than 
Tarras  or  the  Hermitage,  but  my  certie  look  at 
tho  watter  efter  tho  floods  and  a’  tho  puils  fair 
swarmin’  wi  fish.  It’s  astonishin’.  Ye  mun  ken 
am  bad  wi  the  pains  an’  daurnd  wade  or  I’d  like 
just  yin  days’  fishin’  atween  Ponton  Linns 
an’  tho  fit  o’  Liddle.  It’s  the  bonniest  streek  o’ 
watter  on  God’s  earth,  and  sae  handy  too,  an’  no 
owro  muckle  fished.  Dye  min’,”  rambled  on  the 
old  Bordoror,  “yin  day  mootin’  mo  wi  a big  fish 
unner  me  airm,  aboot  forty-five  year  sine.” 

“ Vos,  quito  well,  David,  and  a monster  if  was." 
“Weel  then,  1 dived  into  tho  deopest  pairt  o' 
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Cow  Ugly  an’  leistered  that  fisli  miner  the  edge 
o’  a muc.kle  rock,  it  was  gey  near  the  close  of  the 
eeasoD,  mebbe;  but  it  was.for  an  auld  sweatheart 
of  mine,  an’  by  gum  I’d  risked  onything  for  yon 
lass,  ye  ken.”  “ Well,  David,  I mean  giving  the 
Liddle  a leg  up.  What  say  you  ? ” “ Do’t,  sir,  by 
a’  means ; but  tell  your  freens  not  to  come  in  a 
droughty  simmer.  There  wad  be  mair  fishers 
here  if  folk  ken’d  a’  about  the  watter.  Just 
commence  in  the  Liddle  a bit  aboon  the  Gopshavv, 
there’s  the  Hermitage  watter  guid  for  burn  trouts 
an’  whiles  a saumon,  then  there’s  the  auld 
Hermitage  Castle  to  glower  an’  ferhe  at,  an 
mebbe  aulder  still  Keeldar  Castle  an  the  Cowt 
o’  Keeldar’s  grave  lift,  lang  if  it’s  an  inch.  The 
Cowt  was  drooned  in  the  Liddle,  an’  they  now 
ca’  the  place  ‘ the  Cowt’s  puil,’  a gran  bit  tor 
yellow  troots.” 

“ An’  the  fisliin’s  real  gran’  up  the  Hermitage 
way,”  continued  the  old  man,  “ there  s the  Gullet 
puil  an’  Sandholm  puil,  guid  for  saumon  an  burn 
troot  baith ; in  fac’,  a’  doon  the  watter  to  Liddle 
fit  is  amaist  as  guid  as  the  Esk.” 

Taking  a hearty  leave  of  our  old  friend,  we 
lumped  into  the  train  and  were  soon  whisked 
past  Canonbie  and  Gilnockie  stations,  through 
the  enchanting  woods  of  Glentarras  and  Broom- 
holm  into  the  “ muckle  toon,”  as  the  inhabitants 
thereof  delight  in  calling  their  charming  little 
“ citv then  over  a couple  of  glasses  o guid 
strang  reekin’  het  toddy,  after  a substantial 
Scotch  tea  had  been  disposed  of,  we  fell  to  als°^s" 
ing  the  subject  of  our  excursion  to  the  Liddle 
water,  and  more  than  ever  wondered  why  so 
many  folks  went  scuttling  off  to  the  Khine, 
Switzerland,  and  suchlike  places  before  knowing 
something  of  their  ain  native  land. 

The  Liddle,  like  the  Esk,  differs  from  many 
other  rivers  in  having  such  a variety  of  fish  o 
the  salmon  kind.  Some  rivers  are  strong  in 
salmon,  and  others  may  be  good  for  sea  trout, 
but  in  the  Liddle  and  Esk  are  to  be  found,  in 
their  season,  not  only  these  fish,  but  herling, 
grilse,  and  yellow  trout  both  numerous  and 
good. 

EXTENSION  OF  THE  ROD-FISHING 
SEASON  FOR  SALMON. 

On  Oct.  31  ended  the  very  worst  salmon  fishing 
season  on  record.  Men  who  rented  good  waters 
at  high  rents,  who  spent  weeks  and  months  on 
their  banks,  returned  to  their  homes  with  a 
miserable  record  of  some  half-dozen  or  a dozen 
gsh— many  with  even  fewer.  It  was  not  till  the 
last  few  days  in  October  that  the  long  wished  tor 
floods  came  down,  and  the  fish,  who  had  been 
fooling  about  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  for  weeks, 
rushed  up  in  thousands.  But  their  long  en- 
forced residence  in  the  salt  or  brackish  water 
had  taken  all  the  “ rise  ” out  of  them,  as  it  had 
taken  the  silvery  sheen  off  their  coats,  ihey 
looked  like  fish  that  had  been  in  the  fresh  water 
for  months,  and,  like  them,  refused  to  look  at  a 
fly,  and  took  even  a bait  grudgingly  rising 
“ short  ” when  they  rose  at  all.  In  consequence, 
many  disappointed  fishermen,  men  who  had  paid 
hundreds  for  their  waters,  and  had  hardly  a fish 
to  show  for  the  outlay— desperate  through  dis- 
appointment-lost their  high  sense  of  what  was 
fair  and  sportsmanlike,  and  took  to  that  worst 
phase  of  poaching— snatching ! They  knew  that 
for  months  they  had  waited  in  vain  tor  the 
salmon  to  come  up,  and  now  that.  they  had 
come,  they  refused  to  take  the  legitimate  lures 
presented  to  them.  They  argued  that  there 
were  but  three  or  four  days  left  of  the  season, 
and  they  determined  to  utilise  those  few  days 
in  whatever  mode  would  run  up  a score,  and 
save  them  from  the  disgrace  of  going  home  with 
a blank  record.  So,  adding  a No.  3 shot  to  the 
trace  of  a large  spinning  flight,  they  cast  it 
into  the  pools  where  salmon  most  did  congre- 
gate, and  “ snatching  ” it  hastily  back,  stuck  one 
or  other  of  the  numerous  hooks  into  the  body 
of  the  unsuspecting  fish.  I heard  of  three 
gentlemen— good  fishermen,  too— who  killed  lot) 
fish  ic  this  way  in  three  days.  A friend  of  mine, 
fishing  on  the  Don,  saw  thirteen  fish  taken  out 
in  less  than  two  hours  by  one  rod.  No  doubt 
many  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  were  taken 
in  the  same  way  in  different  rivers,  the  snatchers 
excusing  themselves  on  the  plea  that  they  had 
done  their  best  to  catch  the  fish  fairly  and 


honestly,  and  that  if  they  would  not  play  their 
part  fairly  and  honestly  they  must  take  the 
consequence.  In  fact,  if  the  bird  would  not  take 
wing  it  must  be  shot  sitting. 

What  is  the  remedy  for  this  state  of  things? 
We  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  the  season, 
but  we  can  alter  the  season  itself.  I venture 
to  think  that  we  ought  to  do  so,  and 
that  no  harm,  and  much  good,  would  thereby 
ensue.  Let  the  rod  fishing,  as  in  Tweed 
and  some  few  other  rivers,  go  on  through 
November  in  all  rivers,  at  whatever  the  date 
the  close  time  now  begins.  Had  such  been  the 
case  this  year,  what  grand  sport  we  should  have 
had  in  the  lovely  November  weather— the  finest 
and  most  enjoyable  month,  to  my  thinking,  in  the 
year.  I am  well  aware  of  the  objection  that  will  be 
urgedaboutthe  spawning  fish,  taking  them  off  the 
redds,  &c.,  &c.,  but  I attribute  no  weight  what- 
ever to  it.  Few  fish  are  actually  “ on  the  redds 
before  December,  and  when  they  are  they  are  too 
busy  to  look  at  a fly.  For  some  time  previously 
the  baggitt  is  very  rarely  taken  with  the  fly,  and 
kippers  are  far  too  numerous— if  half  of  them 
were  taken  out  of  the  water  so  much  the  better  . 
Of  course,  the  baggitts  must  be  protected,  which, 
under  existing  inefficient  laws,  they  now  are 
not.  No  gaff  should  be  allowed— a landing  net 
only,  out  of  which  the  hen  fish  should  be  returned 
to  the  water  (under  a heavy  penalty) ; no  bait  of 
any  kind  should  be  used,  the  fly  only  ; no  fishing 
allowed  on  or  very  near  the  spawning  beds. 
With  these  safeguards  I feel  confident  that,  so 
far  from  any  injurious  effect,  the  fishing  would 
be  greatly  benefited,  the  poachers  being  kept  off 
the  water  during  the  time  in  which  they  are 
most  active,  and  the  fishermen  would  enjoy 
perhaps  the  best  month,  for  sport,  of  the  season. 


A PICKEREL’S  PECULIARITIES. 


Our  Contributor,  “ The  I’Dry  wag  ” has  received 
the  following  letter  from  a cousin  in  Canada, 
which  he  thinks  may  interest  some  of  our  readers 
on  this  side  of  the  Herring  Pond.  It  is  a reply 
to  the  request  of  our  contributor  for  some  parti- 
culars respecting  the  pickerel  and  his  habits. 
“The  I’Dry  wag”  says  he  has  repeatedly  been 
asked  by  angler  friends  to  read  a paper  on  pike 
and  pike  fishing,  and  being  somewhat  deficient 
in  material  and  withal  doubtful  as  to  his  capa- 
bility, sought  for  some  from  abroad.  He  relates 
how,  feeling  a strong  inoentive  to  do  good  one 
very  hot  day  in  August,  he  sat  himself  down,  and 
after  much  preparation  commenced  with— 

« The  pike  (Esox  lucius)  is  the  most  voracious 
of  freshwater  fishes.  His  voracity  is  only  ex- 
ceeded by—”  and  then  feeling  drowsy  with  the 
greatness  of  the  literary  effort  dropped  off  to 
sleep  like  that  poet  who  commenced  an  ode  with 

“ The  vertical  rays  of  the  sun 
Illumine  the  depths  of  the  sea. 

and,  waking  up  soon  afterwards,  found  a friend 
had  dropped  in  and  quietly  finished  it  for  him 
thus:  ....  . 

“ Till  the  fishes,  beginning  to  sweat,  _ „ 

Cried  ‘ Dear  me,  how  hot  we  shall  be. 

Our  contributor  says  when  ho  waked  up  he 
found  his  essay  had  been  continued  in  the  hand- 
writing of  his  wife,  and  read  thus  ; The  pike 
(Esox  lucius)  is  the  most  voracious  of  freshwater 
fishes.  His  voracity  is  only  exceeded  by  the 
veracity  of  the  man  who  catches  him. 

“ Fort  Alexander, 

Lake  Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, 

Canada. 

Sept.  15, 1894. 

“ Dear  Ted,— I am  very  pleased  to  have  heard 
from  you.  You  very  seldom  write  ; that  is,  unless 
you  want  something  ; and  when  a little  news  does 
come  along,  why  we  just  snap  at  it,  althoug 
the  quantity  is  generally  extremely  small.  I am 
more  than  pleased  to  set  you  a better  example  n 
return.  I don’t  know  whether  I can  satisfy  you, 
vour  receptivity  appears  unlimited ; still,  1 will 
do  my  best.  As  you  say  you  are  particularly 
anxious  to  have  all  the  data,  &c.,  I can  send  you 
about  the  pike,  or  pickerel  as  we  call  him  here,  i 
will  proceed  to  that  subject  first.  I know  indeed 
but  little  concerning  the  amiable  and  disinterested 
creature,  for  we  do  not  I«h  for  him  very  often 


here,  having  plenty  of  muscalonge  and  bass  and 
bullhead,  and  when  you  can  get  plenty  of  those 
sorts  you  don’t  feel  anxiety  to  banquet  on  the 
stringy  pickerel. 

“ So  you  are  going  to  write  an  essay  on  the  pike  t 
That  is  at  least  fairly  novel.  I presume  your 
style  is  the  didactical,  exhibiting  a fond  belief 
in  your  own  superiority  of  knowledge,  tran- 
scribing what  matter  you  approve  of  from 
other  people’s  books  on  the  subject,  and 
furbishing  up  the  sermon  with  huge  draughts  on 
your  own  unique  experience  with  giant  specimens 
to  make  the  audience  believe  all  you  say  f -blow, 
old  man,  apart  from  chaff,  1 don’t  find  all  the 
facts  flourishing  in  your  English  books  on 
angling  are  true  to  nature.  That  is  the  nature 
of  the  pickerel  as  I know  him.  F or  instance,  they 
tell  you  he  is  solitary  and  of  an  unsociable  dis- 
position, rude  and  self-assertive  in  manners, 
callously  indifferent  to  the  rights  of  others,  in- 
capable of  forming  friendships,  a bad  husband, 
a worse  father,  an  undutiful  son,  and  outrageous 
grandfather.  Now  it  appears  to  me  you  can 
change  all  this  (if  it  really  exist,  which  I doubt, 
by  education.  A little  judicious  training  will 
eradicate  the  evil  and  bring  out  the  good. 

“ The  pickerel,  like  unto  the  animals  and  plants 
under  domestication  spoken  of  by  Darwin,  will 
readily  grasp  new  ideas  and  appreciate  your 
efforts  to  improve  him.  I have  a large 
pickerel,  of  some  301b.  weight,  which  I 
caught  on  a single-hair  line,  hook  No.  Id, 
when  fishing  for  bleak  soon  after  1 came  here, 
and,  instead  of  stuffing  him  or  being  stuffed  by 
him,  as  you  might  have  done  according  to 
old-fashioned  British  methods,  I set  to  work 
to  train  him,  and  for  five  years  have  been  edu- 
cating' ‘Old  Mausoleum’  up  to  a higher  life, 
until”he  is  now  quite  an  ornament  to  society 
and  extremely  useful  to  the  whole  fork  ou 
have  heard  me  speak  of  Jones  up  at  Nomay 
House  at  the  other  end  of  Lake  Y luinpeg  ? Well, 
Jones  and  I regularly  make  use  of  this  pickerel 
for  dispatches  twice  a week.  I seal  up  my 
official  communications  in  a water-tight  bag, 
haner  it  round  ‘ Old  Mausoleum’s  ’ gills,  give  him  a 


good  square  meal  off  young  trout  before  starting, 
and  send  him  along.  He  does  the  mile 
course  inside  of  four  hours  (that  is,  unless  he 
stays  to  fight)  which  is  not  bad.  travelling  lor 
these  parts.  Jones  is  on  the  look-out  about  the 
time  he  expects  the  mail,  for  the  pickerel  makes 
a pretty  considerable  commotion  when  he  gets 
into  the  shallow  water  in  front  of  Jones  s lawn. 
The  old  beggar  has  a good  tuck  out  on  bull-heads, 
which  are  particularly  tasty  up  north,  and  Jones 
then  sends  him  back  with  his  reports. 

“ And  that  is  not  the  only  accomplishment  my 
pickerel  has  learned.  If  I want  a day  s fashing 
among  his  relations,  I have  but  to  whistle  tor 
‘ Old  Mausoleum,’  and  he  is  readier  than  any 
Thames  puntsman  or  Aberdeenshire  gillie  to 
assist  in  the  sport,  and  formulates  no  demands 
for  half  sovereigns  or  bottles  of  whisky.  1 ta^ 
my  canoe,  with  ‘ Old  Mausoleum  alongside,  fix 
a line  to  him,  say  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  accor 
diner  to  depth,  to  the  end  of  which  my 
big  buoy  float  is  attached  with  a little  flag  stuck 
on  the  top  of  it.  Then  away  he  goes  a perfect 
decoy-  A pointer  is  a fool  to  that  fish.  A Nor 
folk  decoy  duck  would  retire  from  his  profession 
disgusted  if  he  saw  my  pickerel  at  work.  I he 
boasted  falcon  of  our  forefathers  would  commit 
suicide.  He  knows  it  is  h.s  business  to  pay  a 
surprise  visit  to  his  aunts  and  motliers-in-law, 
u tides,  grandfathers,  cousins,  and  relations  to  the 
third  and  fourth  generation.  I with  my  trout- 
bait  am  not  long  after  him  ; plump  it  S033  Il§h^ 
into  the  middle  of  the  family,  the  whereabouts  I 
should  never  be  able  to  find  out  without  his  aid. 
This,  old  man,  is  a neat  method  of  saving  time. 
No  fooling  round  to  find  where  they  are 
not,  and  going  home  blank  as  you  do  in  the  old 

country.  ,,  , , 

“ Bv  the  bye,  let  me  thank  you  for  the  last 
elaborate  lot  of  artificial  tackles  7™  sei1^ 

They  made  an  admirable  exhibition.  I hose 
spoons— Lightning  Spinners,  Fantails,  Killdevils, 
Phantoms,'  Windsor  Bees,  Spirals  Magnets, 
Gregories,  Clippers,  Soleskins,  artificial  roach, 
dace®  and  gudgeon  (et  hoc  genus  omne)  are  all  very- 
fine!  especially  under  a glass  case,  and  may  do 
for  the  old  country  where  tastes  are  luxurioi  , 
but  they  are  curiosities  here,  and  I doubt  whether 
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t.he  fish  would  do  more  than  come  to  look  at 
them. 

" To  look  and  langh,  porolianoc  to  say, 

, What  pretty  toys  aro  those  we  see  ? 

The  Johnnies  brought  them  out  to  play, 

They  please*  them  and  they  don’t  hurt  wa. 

‘‘Anyhow,  as  an  angler  I felt  unprejudiced, 
and  gave  the  beatified  lot  a trial.  I can’t  say 
much  about  their  success,  for  I tried  ’em  on  my 
( Hd  Mausoleum,  and  I believe  he’s  got  ’em 
all  right  and  safe.  1 ve  noticed  he  has  looked  a 
bit  frisky  lately,  and  rather  speculate  it’s  the 
change  of  diet.  Iron  tonics  may  be  beneficial 
even  to  pickerel. 

I was  very  near  losing  him  a day  or  two  ago. 
•Jeroboam,  our  nigger  cook,  has  had  some  new- 
fangled cookery  book  sent  out  to  him,  and  thought 
Would  like  to  try  some  new  recipes  for  trout. 
\\  hen  that  idea  illuminated  his  chowder-head  it 
was  too  stormy  to  get  any,  and  the  idiot  must 
needs  go  and  haul  out  ‘Old  Mausoleum’  (he 
generally  hangs  about  near  the  kitchen  window 
which  overlooks  the  water),  and  proceeded  to 
experiment  on  him.  That  fish  is  too  good- 
natured  and  accommodating  by  a heap,  and  it 
wasn’t  until  the  stuffing  process  had  been  half 
done  that  he  waked  up  to  a sense  of  his  own 
interests  ; and  then  he  snapped  around  anxiously 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  TIIE  ERNE. 

■ 

The  scene  from  which  our  sketch  is  made  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  the  Erne  is  taken  opposite  Cliff, 
near  the  eel  weirs.  This  portion  of  the  river 
forms  the  most  perfect  trouting  water  it  is  pos- 
sible to  imagine,  the  eel  weirs,  which  are  built  of 
loose  rough  stones  and  wickerwork,  through 
which  the  water  flows  in  numerous  swirly 
streams,  forming  good  shelter  and  feeding 
ground,  and  any  day  when  the  fish  are  about  it 
will  gladden  the  heart  of  the  angler  to  see  such 
I numbers  and  such  fine  ones,  but  to  see  the  fish 
j it  does  not  follow  that  you  will  get  them,  and  I have 
known  good  anglers  journey  from  Ballyshannon 
day  after  da^  to  try  for  them,  and  return  home 
with  very  little  to  show ; indeed,  on  such  occa- 
sions it  is  most  tantalising  to  watch  these  fine 
trout  pruning,  bulging,  or  whatever  you  like  to 
call  it,  on  all  sides,  and  the  desperate  angler 
trying  every  fly  in  his  book  without  being  able  to 
induce  them  to  look  at  them.  At  night  they 
may  be  circumvented.  Only  the  fly  is  allowed  ; 
if  it  were  otherwise  perhaps  these  trout  might  be 
persuaded.  Fortunately  they  are  Dot  always  so 
fastidious,  and  some  very  fine  fish  are  got, 


the  kingdom  ; the  price  may  seem  long,  but 
when  its  quality  is  considered  it  will  be  found 
to  be  cheap.  Kogan,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Bally- 
shannon, is  the  authority  for  all  tackle,  &c. 


MR.  HENRY  A.  MURTON’S 
CATALOGUE. 


We  have  become  pleasantly  accustomed  nowa- 
days to  tackle-makers’  trade  lists,  in  which 
literature  and  art  add  a strong  zest  to  their 
wholesome  but  necessarily  heavier  technical 
features ; and  the  second  edition  of  the  catalogue 
and  price  list  of  Mr.  Henry  A.  Murton,  of  109, 
Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  is  yet  another 
instance  of  high  class,  useful,  and  interesting 
work  of  the  character  indicated. 

In  the  preface  we  read  “ Advice  and  informa- 
tion useful  to  anglers  will  be  readily  given  to 
those  who  desire  it;”  a statement  bearing  the 
impress  of  good  faith,  when  we  take  into  account 
the  experience  and  accurate  angling  knowledge, 
which  must  of  necessity  have  been  utilised  in  the 
preparation  of  the  very  fine  angling  map  of  “ye 
orth  Countrie  ” and  Borderland  immediately 
following.  Anglers  desiring  to  visit  rivers  or 


at  the  flour-dredger  and  the  cook’s  knife, 
and  he  would  have  swallowed  Jeroboam’s 
hand  with  them  if  he  had  not  been  very  spry. 
He  hurried  some  bit  to  put  ‘ Old  Mausoleum  ’ 
back  again  for  fear  of  the  consequences,  for  he 
knows  what  a profound  regard  I have  for  that 
pickerel.  The  fish  has  been  rather  sulky  since, 
and  I don’t  wonder  at  it ; for  a large  quantity  of 
suet  and  parsley  bread  crumbs  and  onions  sewn 
up  internally  would  disagree  with  any  high-bred 
pickerel  accustomed  to  only  the  delicacies  of  the 
season. 

“I  hope  these  few  items  from  personal  ex- 
perience will  be  of  some  little  use  to  you  in  the 
preparation  of  your  essay  on  pike  and  pike 
fishing.  I hope  when  you  read  it  you’ll  have  at 
least  one  member  of  the  audience  in  at  the  end. 
Fostleton,  here,  once  gave  a reading,  and  when  he 
looked  up  blandly  and  impressively  at  the  con- 
elusion,  he  found  the  fellows  had  all  disappeared 
round  the  corner  to  the  canteen.  They  said  they 
found  Fostleton  too  beastly  dry  for  them.” 


The  flesh  of  sturgeon  differs  much  both  in  I 
Colour  and  taste.  It  is  said  that  a good  cook  can  j 
obtain  beef  or  mutton,  pork  or  poultry  out  of  a 
sturgeon  ; in  other  words,  fish,  flesh  and  fowl  — 1!. 


Trout  Fishing  on  the  Erne.  (By  the  Eel  Weirs. 

particularly  so  when  what  the  locals  call  the 
small  May -fly  is  on,  somewhere  about  the 
middle  of  June,  and,  after  rain,  fishing  the 
heavier  runs,  there  are  some  fine  fish  generally 
to  be  seen  rising  about  sixty  yards  about 
the  old  bridge  of  Ballyshannon,  but  these, 

I believe,  are  sacred,  the  owner  of  the  fishery  not 
allowing  them  to  be  fished  for  ; but  the  grand 
river  anywhere,  after  having  scaled  the  steep  old 
street  of  Ballyshannon,  towards  the  villa  of 
Laputa  by  the  Ratleen  Palls,  Log-a-Thrummain, 
the  Angler’s  Throw,  the  Sod  Ditch,  Allingham’s 
Point,  the  Grass  ^ ard,  and  many  another  good 
lodge  all  the  way  to  Beleek,  where  the  grand 
liver  flows,  in  its  all  too  short  course,  from  out 
of  the  lough,  Lough  Erne.  Below  the  falls,  where 
the  noble  river  falls  at  low  water  over  a ledge  of 
rocks,  a distance  of  12ft.,  to  the  point  and  the 
abbey  of  Asheroe,  good  white  trout  fishing  may 
be  indulged  in  in  August  and  September.  This 
requires  the  use  of  a boat.  In  May  and  June 
many  large  brown  trout  returning  from  the  sea 
congregate  below  the  falls,  and  are  well  worth 
spinning  for  with  the  sand  eel.  Spinning  is 
allowed,  I believe,  in  this  part  of  the  river.  Trout 
fishing  is  usually  granted  to  respectable  strangers 
stopping  in  the  town.  Salmon  fishing  on  the 
Erne,  as  every  one  knows,  is  second  to  none  in 


streams  to  be  found  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
lying  between  lines  roughly  drawn  from 
Lancaster  to  the  North  Riding  of  Yorks  and 
from  Leith  to  Berwick-on-Tweed,  have  only  to 
refer  to  this  map  to  find  the  nearest  railway 
station  to  the  place  chosen  ; while  it  is  doubtful 
if  a single  stream  at  all  likely  to  yield  sport  has 
been  omitted  from  theextremely  clear  and  detailed 
Anglers’  Guide  to  Northumbria  and  the  Border- 
land, which  forms  the  commencement  of  the  more 
literary  portion  of  the  book.  Naturally  enough, 
the  writer  has  dwelt  upon  the  romantic  glamour 
attaching  to  a portion  of  our  islands  made 
famous  alike  by  history  and  the  genius  of  Sir 
Walter. Scott ; and  perhaps  with  good  reason  he 
complains  that  too  many  London  tourists  take 
express  trains  to  the  extreme  north,  and  over- 
look or  slumber  through  equally  good  quarters 
and  waters  to  be  found  midway  in  the  journey. 
But,  after  all,  cockneys  are  not  by  any 
means  the  only  somnolent  or  pre-occupied  sinners 
of  the  class  roferrel  to;  while  the  time 
does  not  appear  to  be  far  distant  when  every 
beautiful  but  hitherto  neglected  portion  of  the 
kingdom  will  meet  with  due.  or  shall  wo  term  it 
overdue,  appreciation,  and  when  wo  may  be  forced 
to  listen  to  an  exceeding  bitter  cry  of  anglers 
who  find  the  greatest  charm  in  rural  quietude, 
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and  who  share  with  Ruskin  a regard  for  nature 
unadorned  by  too  much  evidence  of  the  work  of 

man. 

After  some  excellent  practical  hints  on  ento- 
mology for  fly  fishers,  and  particulars  of  rod  and 
line  licence  duties  for  the  fishing  districts  of  the 
Rivers  Tyne,  Wear,  and  Coquet,  we  arrive  at  the 
more  exclusively  commercial  portion  of  the  cata- 
logue. According  to  Mr.  Murton’s  statement,  his 
stock  of  fishing  rods  comprises  anything  from  a 
boys’  rod,  at  6d.  each,  to  the  very  finest  and  most 
highly-finished  trout  or  salmon  rod  that  can  be 
produced,  and  includes  ash  or  hickory  bottom 
rods,  bamboo  general  rods,  special  roach  rods, 
hickory  trolling  rods,  East  India  cane  spinning 
rods,  and  his  well-known  split  cane  built  trout 
and  salmon  rods. 

Like  most  other  large  manufacturers,  Mr. 
Murton  gives  distinctive  names  to  special  makes 
of  rods  ; for  instance,  the  “Tyneside”  trout  fly 
rod,  the  “ Novocastrian  ” guinea  trout  fly-rod, 
the  “ Cheviot,”  the  “ Sylvan  Stream,”  the  “ Mul- 
tiple ” whole  cane,  the  “ Coquetdale  ” double- 
handed  fly-rod,  the  “Perfection”  built  cane 
salmon  rod,  &c.,  &c.,  all  being  titles  by  which 
particular  patterns  of  fly-fishing  rods  are  in- 
dicated. The  unfortunately  designated  coarse 
fisherman  is  provided  for  by  a large  and  good 
choice  of  all-round  pike  rods,  “ Troller’s  ” pike 
rods,  “ Special  ” and  other  roach  rods,  and  the 
“ Bickerdyke  ” specialities  in  rods  and  tackle. 

There  are  also  in  this  comprehensive  and 
well-illustrated  list  reels  of  most  good  known 
varieties,  running  lines  for  all  kinds  of  angling ; 
gut,  either  fine,  medium,  salmon,  or  drawn,  in 
hacks  or  made  up  into  reliable  lines  and  traces ; 
hooks  to  gut,  spinning  tackles,  artificial  baits, 
and  a large  assortment  of  salmon  and  trout  flies 
of  the  most  approved  patterns,  with  a monthly 
guide  for  their  use. 

Tackle  cases,  fly-books,  baskets,  bags  and 
creels,  waterproof  boots,  coats,  and  wading 
trousers,  sea  fishing  tackle,  nets,  portmanteaus, 
travelling  trunks,  golf  and  cricket  appliances,  go 
to  make  up,  but  by  no  means  exhaust,  the 
catalogue  of  articles  to  be  obtained  at  reasonable 
prices  from  this  extensive  northern  depot,  by 
anglers,  general  sportsmen,  or  tourists. 

By  sending  3d.  in  postage  stamps  to  Mr.  Murton 
a copy  of  this  admirable  catalogue  will  be  for- 
warded to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


half  a dozen  rivers,  and  more  of  them  were  run- 
ning than  may  sometimes  be  seen  early  in 
January.  This,  I may  call  it,  phenomenal  state 
of  matters  did  not  continue  long,  and,  indeed, 
scarcely  could  it  have  been  expected.  Ten  days 
or  so  ago  a sharp  snap  of  frost  was  experienced 
once  or  twice,  and  presently  fewer  fish  came  to  be 
noticed  in  the  tideways  and  estuaries.  Probably 
the  mass  of  them  “put  out  to  sea.”  Anyway, 
during  the  five  or  six  days  preceding  the  recent  flood 
comparatively  few  were  to  be  seen,  and  none  that 
I have  heard  of  were  observed  running  the  rivers. 
In  this  statement  I exempt  the  Tay,  in  which 
the  run,  which  has  been  vigorous  for  weeks 
past,  continues  without  abatement.  Soon,  very 
soon,  probably,  the  run  in  the  other  early  rivers 
will  recommence — that  is  to  say,  if  conditions  a,re 
encouraging,  as  the  natural  and  usual  time  for 
the  early  seasonal  migration  to  begin  to  get  fairly 
marked  in  these  rivers  is  not  far  off. 

Mostly  everywhere  hatchery  stocking  opera- 
tions are  now  almost  completed.  Seldom,  if  ever, 
has  a better  season  for  such  work  been  experienced. 
With  the  water  almost  constantly  running  in 
medium  volume  it  has  gone  on  ever  since  it  com- 
menced without  practically  any  interruption. 
This  is  in  striking  and  gratifying  contrast  to  the 
experience  of  last  year,  when  owing  to  constantly 
flooding  rivers  operations  were  both  trying  and 
unproductive,  so  much  so  in  the  latter  respect 
that  for  several  hatcheries  hardly  any  stock  of 
ova  was  obtained,  which,  for  a good  many,  the 
collectors  had  to  be  content  with  less  than  half 
the  required  quantity.  Besides  being  easily  got, 
fish  have  been  plentiful  this  season,  hence  col- 
lectors have  had  the  chance  of  a good  wale,  or, 
in  English,  “selection  ’ — a point  which  I trust 
they  have  given  due  attention  to,  as  I am  firmly 
convinced  that,  having  regard  to  reproduction 
proving  specially  gratifying,  the  brood  fish  having 
the  best  look— general  appearance,  shape,  and 
soundness,  everything  else  being  equal— are  those 
that  should  be  selected  and  stripped  for  their 
spawn  for  the  hatcheries  by  the  collectors. 


gkofcl)  ilofes. 

By  Mac. 

The  years  whirl  round,  fly  quickly  past ; almost 
ere  we  are  aware  we  find  ourselves  upon  the  eve 
of  another.  In  a jiffey  it  will  be  here,  and  forth- 
with another  angling  year  will  have,  commenced. 
May  it  to  all  anglers  be  a great  improvement 
upon  its  predecessor — a year  to  look  back  upon 
with  infinitely  greater  pleasure.  It  is  now  less 
than  a fortnight  from  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1895  salmon  angling  season  on  a number  of 
Scotch  waters,  the  opening  days  being  Friday  and 
Saturday  week,  11th  and  12th  prox., . and  the 
fisheries  to  then  open  for  rod  fishing  being  Tay, 
Loch  Tay,  Helmsdale,  Thurso,  Loch  More,  Halla- 
dale,  Strathy,  Naver,  Loch  Naver,  and  Borgie 


A considerable  flood  came  down  most  Scotch 
rivers  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  being 
brought  about  by  the  heavy  pelt  of  rain  that 
preceded,  and  in  some  quarters  accompanied,  the 
terrific  gale  of  the  22nd  inst.,  when  such  havoc 
was  wrought  to  property  and  an  immense 
levelling  of  trees  took  place,  rendering  it  literally 
true  that  “ far  o’er  the  mighty  forest  their  giant 
arms  lay  spread.”  As  the  spawn-beds  of  the 
rivers  are  meantime  full  of  ova,  and  many  of  them 
only  newly  covered,  the  flooding  has  come  at  a 
particularly  bad  time  ; however,  from  not  being  a 
<•  break-up  flooding,”  or  one  of  unusual  height,  the 
general  belief  is  that  it  has  not  done  much  harm. 


A week  or  two  ago  I remarked  that  evidently  a 
lot  of  our  early-season  salmon  had  “lost  their 
senses,”  or — to  be  more  accurate — their  reckoning 
of  the  seasons.  At  that  time — a most  unusual 
time,  being  about  thtee  weeks  earlier  than  almost 
ever  before  noticed — they  were  thronging  the 
inshore  waters  of  the  sea  districts  of  at  least 


Presently  the  Tweed  is  in  a bad  way,  and  pro- 
spectively there  is,  I fear,  but  little  hope  for.it— 
at  least  until  much  is  done  to  put  matters  right, 
by,  for  example,  altering  and  extending  its  close 
season,  buying  up  all  the  netting  on  it  more  than 
a mile  or  two  from  the  sea,  and  the.  complete 
putting  down  of  all  illegal  netting  at  its  mouth 
and  in  the  sea  near  by,  by  sea-net  fishermen, 
whose  operations  have  had  such  a reducing 
effect  upon  the  stock  of  fish,  for  several  years 
past,  during  open  as  well  as  close  season.  As 
there  is  at  present  there  has  never  at  this  time 
of  the  year  been  such  a poor  show  of  spawners 
in  the  fine  old  Border  river,  and  when  there  is 
coupled  with  this  the  fact  that  disease  is  preva- 
lent and  on  the  increase — and  that,  too,  amongst 
fish  a third  of  which  have  not  spawned,  it  can 
hardly  be  said  that  a real  rosy  state  of  affairs 
prevails.  

Last  week  the  annual  meeting  of  I he  Upper 
Ward  of  the  Lanarkshire  Angling  Protective 
Association  was  held.  Lord  La.mington,  in  the 
absence  of  Sir  W.  C.  Anstruther,  presided  during 
the  first  part  of  the  meeting.  The  report  stated 
that  the  fishing  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Clyde 
in  the  spring  of  this  year,  both  for  size  of  trout 
and  numbers,  was  something  like  what  it  used  to 
be  twenty  years  ago.  A number  of  the  hatchery 
fish  from  Howietoun  and  Leveneusis  have  been 
caught,  and  of  a size  showing  a healthy  and  rapid 
growth.  Rumours  have  been  afloat  about  extra 
netting  this  season.  The  committee  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  such  has  been  the  case  to 
any  great  extent.  During  the  summer  the  stakes 
have  been  all  cleared,  and,  where  necessary, 
replaced.  The  hatchery  at  Alington,  under  the 
careful  management  of  Mr.  McKendrick  has 
been  a continued  success.  In  the  month  of  April 
over  60,000  strong  young  fry  were  successfully 
placed  in  the  various  tributaries  of  the  Clyde 
from  Elvanfoot  to  Thankerton.  It  is  specially 
pleasing  to  the  committee  to  report  that  they 
have  this  year  made  some  progress  with  the 
“ Trout  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill,”  Lord 
Lamington  having  successfully  piloted  the 
measure  through  the  House  of  Lords.  It  is 
regrettable  that  it  did  not  meet  with  the  same 


success  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I he  com- 
mittee are  informed  that  Mr.  Seymour  Keay  was 
mainly  responsible  for  blocking  the  Bill,  they 
would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  all  true 
anglers  in  the  Elgin  district  of  Burghs  to  this 
fact.  The  finances  of  the  association  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  although  this  year  s ex- 
penditure exceeds  the  income.  The  balance  on 
hand  at  present  is  £14  l Is.  lOd. 


A meeting  of  the  Fishery  Board  of  the  district 
of  the  River  Deveron  was  held  a,t  Banff  on 
Saturday  last  to  receive  a letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Fife,  in  reply  to  a communication  from  the 
board  with  reference  to  the  cruives  belonging  to 
his  Grace.  The  letter  in  question,  read  by  the 
clerk  of  the  board,  was  in  the  following  terms  :— 

“ 27,  Abingdon-street,  Westminster,  Dec.  13, 
1894. — Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  question  of 
the  cruives  on  the  Deveron  belonging  to  the  Duke 
of  Fife,  and  to  the  wishes  of  the  upper  pro- 
prietors, the  matter  has  been  carefully  considered 
by  the  Duke  ; and,  while  he  cannot  admit  a right 
of  interference  by  the  fishery  authorities  under 
the  Fisheries  Act,  he  would  be  willing  to  meet 
the  views  expressed  by  the  upper  proprietors  to 
the  extent  of  permitting  the  construction  of  a 
salmon  ladder  at  the  cruives,  provided  the 
Fishery  Board  will  defray  the  cost,  and  at  the 
same  time  execute  at  their  cost  any  necessary 
repairs  on  the  cruives  under  the  direction  of  his 
factor.— Wm.  Leslie.”  Sir  Robert  Abercromby, 
Bart.,  of  Forglen,  and  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Laithers, 
both  commented  on  the  Duke’s  letter,  and 
after  some  discussion  the  latter  moved  and  the 
former  seconded  “That  the  Fishery  Board 
regret  that  the  Duke  of  Fife  denies  the  right  of 
the  board  to  alter  the  cruive  dyke  so  as  to  con- 
form to  the  bye-laws,  schedule  F.,  drawn  atten- 
tion to  in  a report  to  the  Fishery  Board  of 
Scotland.”  The  chairman,  the  Duke’s  factor, 
moved  that  the  motion  be  not  adopted,  and  this 
was  carried  by  his  own  casting  vote.  A discus- 
sion then  ensued  relative  to  treating  with  the 
Duke  for  the  removal  of  the  dyke,  on  the  under- 
standing that  every  proprietor  would  contribute 
towards  the  cost  according  to  his  value  on  the 
county  roll.  Some  conversation  took  place 
regarding  the  form  of  procedure,  and  ultimately 
Mr.  Stuart  proposed  the  following  motion:— 
“The  suggestion  having  been  made  that  the 
differences  of  opinion  regarding  the  cruive 
might  be  removed  by  the  purchase  of 
the  cruive  dyke  by  the  board  under  the 
powers  of  sect.  13  of  the  Act  of  1868,  and  the 
same  having  been  favourably  considered,  the 
board  resolve  to  communicate  this  view  to  the 
Duke  of  Fife,  and  invite  him  to  state  a price  for 
what  he  would  be  willing  to  dispose  of  the  cruives 
and  dyke  to  the  board,  and  to  explain  that  they 
put  this  question  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  consent  of  four-fifths 
value  of  the  fishing  on  the  roll  without  this 
information.”  If  that  was  carried  out,  added  Mr. 
Stuart,  he  would  consider  all  his  grievance  at  an 
end.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  this  cloud 
the  meeting. 


Fish  hatchery  operations,  after  being  dropped 
for  a long  series  of  years,  have  now  been 
resuscitated  in  connection  with  the  small  i iver 
Ugie,  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Aberdeenshire. 
The  other  week  100,000  salmon  ova  from  fine 
healthy  fish,  all  taken  locally,  were  deposited  for 
hatching.  

A correspondent  writes  me : “ Dear  Mac,  ■ 
It’s  a long  time  since  we  had  a 1 twa  handed, 
crack  together,  and  the  advent  of  the  New  Year 
brings  me  in  mind  that  I owe  you  a letter. 
Precious  little  to  write  about  fishing  just  now, 
when  everybody  is  rather  thinking  of  feasting ; 
but  no  doubt  many  an  honest  and  skilful  angler 
will  do  his  best  to  keep  his  memory  of  the  sport 
green  by  ‘ drinking  like  a fish  ’ to  the  success  of 
the  coming  season.  We  must  allow  a little 
liberty  in  that  way,  you  know,  once  a year- 
only  once — and  with  your  leave  (or  without 
it)  I’ll  just  have  a wee  drap  to  mysel  when 
New  Year’s  day  comes.  Ah  ! it’s  changed 
days  since  I was  a laddie,  licking  treacle 
sowens,  and  supping  Atbole  brose  on  Auld  Y ule 
morning,  in  a highland  glen,  now  given  over  to 
be  the  pleasure  park  of  a purse-proud  Englander, 
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and  not  ono  remnant  of  tho  old  population  loft. 
^ ulo,  or  Christinas  Day,  old  stylo,  was  tho  day  of 
our  festival,  and  merry  wore  wo  then — 

Our  joys  woro  cheap  and  cheery, 
and  tho  laird  was  brother  to  tho  humblest  cottar 
in  tho  glen.  There  woro  no  charities — they  woro 
not  required.  It  was  hosjjitaUtg  wo  woro  offered 
and  enjoyed.  Now,  I boliovo,  thero  is  a lordly 
largesse  doled  out  annually  to  all  tho  hireling 
crow  who  livo  thoro,  and  I am  mighty  glad  that  I 
don  t partake  of  it.  Times  are  indeed  sadly 
changed.  Wo  invariably  had  salmon  and  tho 
finest  of  game  in  our  feasts,  and  many  special 
dishes  which  wore  prepared  at  no  other  season 
of  tho  yoar.  We  knew  nothing  of  (.’lose 
I ime  Acts  then,  and  yet  our  fish  was  always  clean, 
and  in  splendid  condition.  My  own  humble 
opinion  is  that  rivers  in  their  natural  condition  did 
better  thou  than,  with  all  their  Acts  of  Parliament, 
they  do  now.  I know  it  was  an  old-time  custom 
in  tho  Highlands  for  tho  chief  to  collect  his  clan 
for  several  days’  feasting  at  Yule  ; and  salmon, 
speared  in  daylight  or  dark,  was  a never  absent 
dish  of  honour  at  the  table: 

Bravo  Torquil  from  Dunvegan  high, 

Lord  of  the  misty  hills  of  Skye, 

MacNeil,  wild  Bara’s  ancient  thane, 

Duart,  of  bold  Clan-Gillian’a  strain, 

Fergus,  of  Canna’s  castled  bay, 

Mac-Duffith,  Lord  of  Colonsay, 
all  mustered  their  kith  and  kin,  and  tenants 
bold,  and  held  high  revel,  washing  down  their 
venison  and  salmon  with  the  pure  undoctored, 
unfusil-oiled,  unvitriolised,  unadulterated,  home- 
made mountain  dew.  Each  man,  firmly  planting 
his  foot  upon  the  table,  drank  with  Highland 
honours,  to  the  health  of  the  red  deer  on  the  hill 
and  the  silvery  salmon  in  the  river,  and 

Wha  last  beside  his  chair  should  fa’, 

He  was  the  king  amang  them  a’. 

Hurrah  ! . A Happy  New  Year  to  ye — and  to  all 
your  Fishing  Gazette  freens — and  many  of  them."’ 


Writeth  the  MacKay : The  New  Year  floods 

have  come  in  good  time.  Much  reliance  on  this 
affecting  the  spring  run  need  not,  however,  be 
placed,  but  if  it  had  happened  in  the  middle  of 
January  there  would  certainly  have  been  go  od 
grounds  for  rejoicing. 


Old  Blaeklaws  says  the  third  week  in  January 
is  usually  regarded  as  the  average  time  for  prog- 
nosticating, and  with  fine  open  weather  about 
that  time  there  is  no  fear  of  the  opening;  but,  if 
ice-bound,  the  season  may  be  chalked  down  as  a 
late  one.  He  has  seen  some  seventy-five  open- 
ings in  his  day,  and  so  should  know  something  of 
the  weather  prophet’s  dodges  as  to  coming 
events. 


There  was  a fine  lot  of  timber  blown  down  on 
Saturday.  The  wind  is  a master  forester,  and 
confines  himself  to  the  best  selection. 


“ One  who  is  accustomed  to  wade  the  same  pools 
year  after  year  does  not  realise  the  changes  which 
are  constantly  going  on  after  the  same  manner  as 
the  occasional  visitor.  He  comes  back  to  his  old 
quarters,  and  can  scarcely  be  persuaded  that  he 
is  wading  the  same  water,  although  all  other 
things  are  quite  the  same.  This  is  particularly 
the  case  on  shingly  stretches  and  shallows,  and 
to  protect  them  is  rhe  secret  of  the  future  salmon 
fishery  engineer.  Why  not  have  experts  at  this 
as  at  other  money-making  matters? 


“ I was  calling  on  a friend  who  owns  a small 
vegetable  shop  in  Aberdeen — a greengrocer  they 
call  them  in  the  South— when  a smartly-dressed 
man  of  about  forty  made  his  appearance  with  a 
parcel  addressed  to  a commercial  gentleman  in 
town,  and  presented  a note,  receiving  3s.  fid.  in 
return. 


“When  alone,  the  parcel  was  undone  in  the 
back  shop,  and  fully  71b.  of  a splendid  late  fish 
was  disclosed  to  view.  ‘ It’s  a Don  fish,’  said  the 
grocer,  ‘and  clean.’  On  further  conversation  I 
learned  that  the  commercial  ate  salmon  all  the 
year  round,  and  that  he  seldom  exceeded  a shilling 
the  pound,  unless  when  very  scarce,  and  then  the 
hotels  ran  the  figure  up.  Tho  grocer  had  a good 


customer  in  the  commercial,  and  so  covered  his 
respectability,  while  things  are  always  so  arranged 
that  there  is  little  risk  in  tho  matter.  Now,  if  a 
man  steals  a handbarrow  and  sells  it,  the  buyer 
knowing  it  to  be  stolen,  he,  the  resetter,  is 
accounted  worse  than  the  thief,  and  usually 
punished  much  harder.  So  let.  it  be  with  the 
salmon  snatchers,  and  the  greengrocers  and 
commercials  who  provide  a ready  market  for  all 
such  ‘ goods.’” 


THREE  WEEKS  WITH  THE 
HERLING. 


Wiiat  are  herling?  Ono  authority  says  they 
are  sea  trout  in  the  grilse  stage.  Some  say  this, 
some  say  that ; but  one  thing,  without  entering 
into  icthyology,  I am  sure  of,  and  that  is  when 
fresh  caught  they  are  capital  eating,  boiled  with 
a pinch  of  salt  or  split  open  and  broiled  like 
mackerel  , the  former  way  of  cooking  for  choice. 
Herling  fishing  is  pretty  work.  A trout  rod  and 
fine  tackle  is  the  best  equipment  when  the  river 
is  in  proper  order.  At  the  tail  of  a flood,  when  the 
water  is  dirty,  they  will  take  worm  greedily— that 
is  to  say,  if  you  go  about  it  properly.  Herling 
enter  the  rivers  they  frequent  about  the  end  of 
J une,  and  continue  running  up  in  quantities  until 
the  end  of  August,  then  they  begin  to  slacken 
off;  but  frequently  there  is  a biggish  run  in 
September.  This  year,  in  spite  of  low  water,  on 
the  Border  Esk  good  fishings  were  made  at  night 
during  the  early  part  of  October.  A friend  of 
mine  got  over  thirty  at  one  outing  and  a couple 
of  dozen  at  another,  with  a total  of  over  250  in 
sixteen  trials.  But  I don’t  call  the  game  worth 
the  candle.  At  best  it  is  “ pully-hauley  ” work. 
You  get  a lug  and  pull  too,  and  soon  he  is  kick- 
ing on  the  gravel ; and  then  you  have  often  to 
light  your  lantern  before  you  can  extract  the  hook 
and  begin  again,  to  say  nothing  of  a long  tramp 
back  in  the  dark,  with  waders  on.  I recollect 
being  out  one  night  later  than  usual,  and  on 
getting  to  my  rooms  found  the  house  up,  and  my 
good  landlord  just  starting  to  look  for  me;  he 
had  a lantern  and  a flask  of  whisky,  being  afraid 
I had  fallen  into  the  river  or  met  with  an 
accident. 

It  is  not  every  pool  that  suits  for  night  work, 
the  proper  place  is  a smooth  running  shallow  at 
the  tail  of  a good  pool ; they  come  down  there  to 
feed,  and  you  need  not  move  much,  but  when  you 
do,  beware  of  sending  a wave  over  the  placid 
water;  good-bye  then  to  sport.  Of  course  you 
use  stronger  tackle  than  you  would  by  day,  a 
double-handed  fourteen-foot  rod  is  a capital 
weapon.  The  general  rule  as  regard  flies  is  that 
you  keep  three  or  four  casts  ready,  and  as  the 
night  advances  you  increase  the  size  of  the  irons, 
sometimes  even  up  to  grilse  size.  A darkish 
night  with  no  wind  will  be  found  the  best,  and  if 
there  is  a moon,  occasional  clouds  are  beneficial ; 
it  is  as  well  to  have  the  moon  in  your  face,  for  if 
fish  can  see  flies  on  tbe  water  they  can  most 
assuredly  perceive  you.  I had  a turn  on  one  of 
the  border  rivers  last  August,  but  did  not  do  par- 
ticularly well ; we  were  smothered  in  water,  con- 
stant thunderstorms — in  fact,  we  had  one  almost 
every  day ; this  kept  the  water  too  big,  and  the 
fish  moving  up,  never  giving  us  a chance  of 
lowish  water  and  settled  fish.  My  first  day  was 
about  one  of  my  best  with  the  fly,  as  I creeled 
fifteen,  principally  on  spider  flies.  1 see  my  diary 
says  *■  glass  falling.”  Tne  next  day  was  heavy 
showers  and  little  done.  The  day  atter  the  river 
was  in  flood,  and  I got  a nice  lot  of  thirty,  but 
fish  were  comparatively  scarce  in  our  water ; 
higher  up  the  catches  were  in  several  instances 
close  on  a couple  of  “ box-fulls  ” — the  Cumber- 
land way  of  measuring  takes.  A box  holds 
about  fifty,  and  a capital  thing  a well-fitted  one 
is  ; it  is  fairly  light,  being  made  of  wood,  fits 
well  to  the  back,  and  keeps  tho  fish  clean  and 
cool,  while  for  a luncheon  seat  it  cannot  be 
surpassed. 

Day  after  day  came  down  the  rain,  and  I hardly 
think  thero  was  an  afternoon  that  we  woro  not 
driven  into  shelter;  I always  made  for  an  old 
farrnliouso,  and  there  kept  myself  fairly  dry.  I 
don’t  know  whether  it  was  tho  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather,  but  they  would  not  come  well  at  tho 
minnow.  I generally  used  an  inch  and  a quarter 
•Silver  Angel;  but  some  say  the  gold  colour  is 


the  best,  however,  both  were  equally  ineffective  in 
my  hands.  My  best  day  in  point  of  weight  was  a 
small  salmon  of  71b.,  eleyen  herling,  and  a sea 
trout;  how  that  salmon  did  fight  ori  light  tackle. 
I bad  several  pieces  of  bad  luck,  one  in  particular, 
by  my  line  breaking  when  fastened  in  a good  fish 
of  between  three  or  four  pounds,  as  near  as  I 
could  judge.  It  happened  in  this  wise.  1 had 
played  the  fish  for  some  minutes,  and  got  safely 
on  the  bank,  when  my  line  hitched  in  the  reel ; I 
gave  it  a sharp  jerk  and  it  broke,  but  managed  to 
catch  the  end  before  it  had  got  through  the  first 
ring;  tbe  fish  made  an  attempt  to  run,  I held  on, 
the  usual  consequence  followed,  and  1 was  left 
lamenting.  A salmon  hooked  on  a trout  fly  is 
sometimes  killed,  but  one  I hooked  nearly  drowned 
me;  his  first  rush  being  under  some  submerged 
trees,  and  for  a long  time  I could  not  tell  whether 
he  was  on  or  off,  as  I was  afraid  to  put  on  much 
strain  ; and  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river  I 
stumbled  and  fell — result  a wetting,  a damaged 
rod,  and  a lost  fish.  Never  mind,  let  me  meet  him 
next  season,  and  I will  again  cheerfully  try  con- 
clusions with  him,  only  hoping  I may  have  a 
bigger  fly  and  stronger  tackle.  Flies  for  herling 
vary  in  size  according  to  water,  and  particularly 
in  night  fishing  ; for  day  work  small  trout  flies  of 
the  usual  standard  patterns,  particularly  when  tied 
spider  fashion.  A March  Brown  is  a good  stand-by; 
a Corncrake  Hackle,  with  a gold  or  yellow  floss 
silk  body,  is  by  no  means  to  be  despised ; and  a 
silver  body  with  black  cock’s  hackle  at  the 
shoulder  only  is  good  for  all  sizes  of  water. 
This  fly  can  be  winced  with  jay,  but  I prefer 
the  spider  pattern,  'l  '.  ere  are  many  local  flies, 
which  are  good,  particularly  some  patterns 
which  are  tied  with  what  they  called  gled  in 
the  wing.  A gled  is  a hawk,  but  where  the 
feathers  are  to  be  procured  I know  not ; however, 
a fair  imitation  is  to  be  got  from  the  tail  of  a 
partridge  or  a dun  turkey.  Orange  and  yellow 
bodies  are  principally  used  with  this  wing. 
Herling  run  about  five  to  a couple  of  pounds, 
though  occasionally  you  get  them  almost  a pound 
weight.  They  fight  well,  and  at  times  are  free 
risers.  A wind  is  almost  a necessity.  It  is  best 
to  cast  for  them  straight  across  stream,  letting 
your  flies  drift  down,  holding  your  rod  stiff,  and 
striking  at  the  slightest  touch.  I have  done  well 
fishing  wet  up-stream,  but  it  is  not  the  orthodox 
way.  Remember  when  you  rise  one,  fish  very 
carefully,  there  are  probably  more  about.  I had 
a letter  from  a friend  a short  time  ago.  which 
narrated  rather  a curious  incident.  He  was 
angling  in  Wales,  on  a river  I used  to  fish,  and 
thought  it  would  interest  me,  as  I knew  the 
locality  intimately.  “ I was  fishing  Bryn-Dovey, 
and  noticed  a squirrel  coming  leisurely  towards 
me,  stopping  every  now  and  then  and  looking 
about  it.  It  pulled  up  about  a couple  of  feet 
from  me — I could  easily  have  caught  it  had  I 
wished  to — then  came  a bit  closer,  and  jumped 
over  my  foot  and  ran  up  my  back.  1 shook 
it  off,  then  it  quietly  trotted  across  the 
field  and  disappeared  in  the  hedgerow. 
Peculiar,  was  it  not?”  I knew  the  pool  and 
place  well,  for  I had  two  curious  experiences 
there.  Once  1 hooked  a salmon,  which  I played  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  “ by  the  watch,”  and 
never  saw  ; we  parted  company  at  last,  the  hold 
giving  way.  Again,  through  an  opening  in  the 
bushes  (it  was  a well  wooded  stretch  of  water) 

I hooked  a 101b.  fish,  and  after  a long  piece  of 
work  and  perilous  adventures  managed  to  tail 
him  as  he  floated  past  me.  A friend,  non- 

piscatorial,  has  just  come  back  from  B , a good 

salmon  fishing  station,  and  reports  “everyone 
was  talking  about  fishing  and  flies,  and  that  no 
ono  showed  him  anything  he  had  caught,  nor  did 
anyone  mention  what  anyone  else  had  caught.” 

I don’t  wonder  at  the  rather  sarcastic  remark, 
for  a worse  “back  end ’’has  seldom  been,  but 
“hope  springs  eternal  in  the  angler’s  breast,” 
and  wo  live  in  hopes  of  noxt  season,  and  many  of 
us,  1 trust,  will  not  forget  tho  old  toast,  “Health 
to  Men  and  Death  to  Fishes,”  in  anticipation  of 
good  sport  in  the  coming  year. 

The  Old  Du  iter. 


Tn  this  country  the  barbolt  is  local,  being  not 
uncommon  in  tho  Trent,  especially  about  Not- 
tingham and  Gainsborough,  and  Cambridgeshire. 
It  is  found  in  tho  rivers  of  Yorkshire,  Durham, 
Norfolk,  Lincolnshire,  and  Cambridgeshire. — B. 
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SEA  FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

By  W.  W.  T. 

With  the  characteristic  restlessness  of  his 
race,  there  are  few  seas  unknown  to  the  roving 
Briton ; and,  go  where  he  will,  he  pursues  his 
pleasures  as  eagerly  and  as  seriously  as  in  the 
old  country.  It  may  interest  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  know  how  something  may  be 
piscatorially  killed  in  the  troubled  waters  of  the 
Cape  of  Storms,  and  the  inlets  and  harbours  of 
sunny  South  Africa.  Though  the  streams  and 
rivers  contain  as  yet  no  trout,  and  the  silver- 
sided sea  trout  and  lordly  salmon  leap  not  in  the 
creeks  and  estuaries,  the  disciples  of  Old  Izaak 
will  find  a wonderful  variety  of  good  fish — 
strange  and  uncouth  as  many  may  appear  to 
English  eyes — in  the  waters  round  the  African 
coast ; and  nearly  all  afford  fair  sport  to  the 
devotees  of  rod  and  line. 

A word  as  to  the  professional  fisherman  in 
South  Africa.  The  class  embraces  every  shade 
of  colour,  from  the  white,  pure  and  simple — who 
is  usually  of  Dutch  or  Colonial  extraction — the 
sallow  Malay,  and  the  yellow  stunted  Manilla 
man,  through  the  varying  shades  of  whitey- 
brown  and  black  to  the  swarthy  negro  and  West 
Coast  man.  Boats  and  tackle,  though  of  primi- 
tive description,  are  admirably  adapted  for  the 
style  of  fishing  in  vogue.  There  is  no  coaxing  the 
refractory  fish  with  gossamer  tackle  and  patient 
skill — the  fortiter  in  re  rules  the  day.  Stout 
blooded  lines,  heavy  leads,  strongly  snooded 
thick-shanked  hooks  ; with  a sharp  strong  strike 
over  the  gunwale  when  the  bait  is  touched,  and  a 
rapid  hauling  in  of  the  quarry  by  force  of  arms. 
The  boats  in  use  are  heavy,  broad-beamed,  open 
craft,  generally  sprit-sail  rigged,  and  with  five  to 
seven  long  heavy  oars  ; and  are  managed  with 
great  skill  by  the  hardy  and,  as  a rule,  well-con- 
ducted men  who  ply  a somewhat  precarious 
calling  in  our  coast  waters. 

For  the  amateur , good  fishing  is  to  be  had  at 
most  Colonial  harbours.  The  waters  of  Table  and 
False  Bays  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  the  Knysna 
River  mouth,  the  estuary  of  the  Zwartkops 
River  at  Port  Elizabeth,  the  Kowie  and  Buffalo 
River  mouths  at  Port  Alfred  and  East  London, 
are  easily  fished,  and,  as  a rule,  yield  good  sport. 

Whilst  hand-line  fishing  undoubtedly  has  its 
charms,  and — -especially  in  the  “ snoek  ” season — 
is  not  without  its  times  of  glad  excitement : rod 
fishing,  whether  from  the  rocks  or  boats,  is  far 
and  away  the  best  sport,  and,  in  the  writer's 
opinion,  is  really  the  only  legitimate  form  of 
fishing  for  the  true  sea  angler  who  follows  the 
sport  for  sport’s  sake,  and  not  for  the  mere 
bringing  home  of  a “ big  bag.” 

To  thoroughly  enjoy  sea  fishing,  however,  the 
angler  should  be  endowed  with  at  least  a fair 
share  of  constitutional  contempt  for  mal-de-mer, 
and  a faculty  for  “ roughing  it,”  and  for  bearing 
with  equanimity  the  discomfort  of  stale,  mal- 
odorous baits,  clinging  fish  scales,  and  the  com- 
bined smell  and  stain  of  blood  and  bilge  water. 

In  Table  Bay  fair  sport  amongst  mackerel  and 
white  stumpnose  may  often  be  had  from  a boat 
anchored  off  the  Alfred  Docks,  the  maximum  of 
enjoyment  being  obtained  by  the  use  of  a light 
trout  rod  and  stout  gut  cast ; aud  not  unfre- 
quently  during  the  season  geelbeck  and  kabel- 
jaauw  may  be  caught  with  a short  rod  and  stout 
tackle,  or  by  strong  hand-lines  and  big  hooks  off 
the  breakwater  head. 

Probably  the  most  characteristically  Cape  style 
of  fishing  is  that  pursued  in  the  case  of  the 
snoek  ( Thyrsites  atun);  but  for  this  one  usually 
goes  further  out  to  sea,  tempting  the  long  swell 
of  the  ever  restless  Atlantic,  either  towards 
Robben  Island,  or  along  the  shores  of  Sea  Point  and 
Camp’s  Bay,  and  from  two  to  five  miles  from  land. 

Do  you  wish  a treat,  0 brother  of  the  angle 
and  deep  sea  line  F Then  come  with  me  some 
fine  afternoon  towards  the  close  of  the  Cape 
summer,  and  we  will  try  our  luck  against  that 
snake-like  embodiment  of  rapacity  yclept  the 
snoek,  beloved  of  all  true  South  Africans,  be  it 
served  in  any  guise — fried,  curried,  smoked,  or 
sun-dried.  He  is  a veritable  sea  pike  for  fierce- 
ness and  greed,  and  really  about  the  only  fish 
that  there  is  any  satisfaction  in  catching  with 
the  hand-line — more  Africano — for  such  fishing 
calls  for  skill,  alertness,  and  nerve,  and  above  all 
the  shoals  are  ever  on  the  move,  and  no  time 
must  be  lost  when  in  the  midst  of  one. 


We  will  premise  that  our  boat  is  a long,  easy- 
pulling  ship’s  gig  (originally  built  for  a sporting 
ship-captain  at  Hong  Kong)  and  manned  by 
three  good  oarsmen  and  ardent  fishers.  As  our 
visitor  we  give  you  place  d'honneur,  and  you  may 
recline — more  or  less  gracefully  as  is  your  wont — 
in  the  stern  sheets,  and  act  the  skipper  for  the  nonce. 
We  start  from  one  of  those  rock-bound  creeks  at 
Sea  Point— that  pleasant  suburb  of  Cape  Town 
— and  pull  steadily  seawards  for  a couple  of  miles. 
As  soon  as  well  clear  of  shoal- water  and  floating 
odds  and  ends  of  sea  bamboo  and  wrack,  it  will  be 
well  to  try  a line  astern.  Up  with  your  9ft.  boat 
rod — greenheart  with  a stiff  lancewood  top — with 
its  100  yards  of  best  eight-ply  tanned  hemp  line. 
You  had  better  troll  with  the  artificial  minnow 
(pale  blue  and  silver),  but  see  that  it  is  well 
mounted  on  a twisted  wire  trace,  wich  two  good 
swivels  ; for  it  is  no  baby  minnow  you  are  after, 
but  a piratical-looking  sea-rover,  with  long  lithe 
body,  and  formidable  jaws,  armed  with  teeth  like 
lancets  for  sharpness.  We  will  have  a couple  of 
hand -lines  over  as  well,  using  the  Cape  fisher- 
man’s favourite  lure,  to  wit,  a large  barbless 
hook,  4in.  long,  adorned  with  a strange  jumble 
of  strips  of  shark’s  skin  and  narrow  red  and 
yellow  braid,  the  whole  weighted  with  a 6 to  8-oz. 
conical  lead.  The  boat  end  of  each  hand  line  will 
be  given  a single  turn  round  the  ankle  of  an 
oarsman ; never  fear  but  he’ll  feel  a fish  sharp 
enough.  Well ! you’ve  brought  luck  with  you  to- 
day, for  we  have  barely  covered  one  and  a half  miles 
when  the  frantic  whirr  of  your  reel  tells  us  that 
you’re  “ in  ” a fish.  “ Easy  all  ” is  the  word,  the 
oars  are  run  across,  and  the  boat  allowed  to 
swing  head  to  sea.  Fierce  as  the  snoek  is,  he  is 
really  a coward  at  heart ; and  after  a wild  rush 
or  two,  he  bores  steadily  downward  with  a strain 
on  your  rod  and  wrist  that  would  lead  you  to 
think  that  you  had  a monster  in  tow.  And  now 
you  find  the  reason  for  using  an  extra  stiff  short 
rod  and  stout  tackle,  for  you  must  hold  your  fish 
as  much  as  possible.  These  large  deep  sea  fish 
have  an  awkward  knack  of  suddenly  dashing 
beneath  the  boat,  to  the  great  danger  of  cutting 
the  line  on  her  iron  keel-band ; or,  with  the 
sudden  amount  of  slack  line  they  get  for  the 
moment,  they  dash  to  the  bottom  and  round 
or  under  a rock  or  big  lump  of  weed. 
Five  minutes  strain,  with  a big  rush  or  two,  and 
suddenly  the  snoek  gives  in,  and  you  reel  him  up 
to  the  surface.  Nurse  him  in  his  last  frantic 
plunges,  and  then  gaff  him ; or  better  still,  kill 
him  in  workmanlike  style.  To  do  this,  you  grasp 
the  wire  trace  low  down  with  the  right  hand,  and 
with  a sudden  sweep  you  swing  the  fish  bodily 
out  of  the  water  and  under  your  left  arm.  \ ou 
grip  its  wriggling  sides  beneath  the  arm,  and 
with  the  thumb  and  fingers  of  the  left 
hand  seize  the  fish  by  the  isthmus,  or  space 
between  the  gills  underneath.  A smart  tap  or 
two  with  your  boat  club  on  the  head  above  the 
eyes  and  the  fight  is  knocked  out  of  him,  and 
he  may  be  placed  beneath  the  thwarts  ; and  you 
clear  your  gear  for  further  slaughter.  Meau- 
while,  we  hand-liners  have  not  been  idle,  for  as  we 
are  evidently  in  a shoal  of  snoek,  we  are  getting 
our  share.  As  the  boat  is  stationary,  however, 
we  have  to  “ work  our  lines,”  i.e.,  we  keep  hauling 
in  rapidly  and  casting  out  again,  and  now  you 
see  the  benefit  of  the  barbless  hook  we  are  using. 
While  you  are  playing  your  fish,  we  are  catching 
half-a-dozen  apiece,  and  if  we  had  to  extract  a 
barbed  hook  from  each  we  should  lose  time  which 
we  can  ill  afford,  for  the  fish  are  on  the  move 
after  small  fry,  and  it  is  a case  of  making  hay 
while  the  sun  shines.  The  moment  the  bait  is 
seized,  we  haul  in  as  fast  as  possible,  swing  the 
fish  under  the  left  arm  and  grip  tight,  dis- 
engage and  fling  over  the  hook,  and  after  giving 
the  fish  his  quietus  with  the  club,  throw  him 
beneath  the  thwart,  and  begin  to  work  the  line 
again.  Of  course  any  hesitation  in  hauling 
in  is  fatal,  as  the  fish  disengages  itself  rapidly. 
Sometimes  the  boat  is  a scene  of  wild  ex- 
citement, when  possibly  each  man  has  a fish 
at  the  same  time — it  is  a case  of  “ ware  heads  ” 
then,  and  each  man  “ mind  his  own  eye.”  For  a 
great  part  of  the  year  artificial  bait  won’t  raise  a 
fin,  however,  and  we  fall  back  on  strips  of 
maasbanker  (bastard  mackerel)  about  5in.  or  (jin. 
long,  by  lin.  or  2in.  broad,  and  as  we  are  getting 
no  more  fish  by  trolling,  we  will  try  the  same,  so 
while  we  anchor  you  had  better  alter  your  gear. 
Try  a thick  shanked  No.  20  Pennell  hook,  with 


about  9in.  of  stout  gimp,  or,  better  still,  a piece  of 
an  old  “G”  string  of  a violin,  and  bait  with  a 
narrow  strip  of  maasbanker;  insert  your  hook  in 
the  broader  end,  and  let  the  strip  hang  free,  the 
barb  well  clear.  The  only  change  we  make  with 
our  hand-lines  is  to  use  a barbed  hook  with  the 
natural  bait,  and  to  dispense  with  leads.  We  pay 
out  more  or  less  line  according  to  the  depth  we 
judge  the  fish  are  swimming,  and  wait  patiently. 

Have  you  ever  seen  the  snoek  in  his  native 
element  ? He  is  worth  looking  at — sinuous  as  an 
eel,  and  flashing  through  the  water  like  a bar  of 
burnished  steel,  but  beware  his  bite,  for  the  large 
conical  trenchant  teeth  cut  clean  and  deep  ; and 
besides  the  loss  of  blood  which  invariably 
follows,  the  wound  generally  festers.  Once  in 
the  boat,  the  fish  should  be  handled  as  little  as 
possible;  indeed,  local  superstition  credits  the 
snoek  with  becoming  soft  and  breeding  worms  if 
too  much  fingered.  I think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  this  sport  is  not  to  be  despised.  We  go 
back  with  thirty  good  fish,  and  you  may  be  proud 
of  getting  five  as  your  share.  Had  we  been  pro- 
fessionals and  used  hand  lines  only,  we  should 
probably  have  been  out  in  the  early  morning, 
and  have  brought  home  2000  to  3000  fish 
by  noon.  Snoek  fishing  requires  no  small 
amount  of  nerve  on  the  tyro’s  part  if  he 
would  negotiate  the  prey  in  a workmanlike 
manner ; indeed,  many  a man  who  counts  himself 
a fisherman  never  masters  the  knack  of  swinging 
the  fish  under  the  arm  and  gripping  hard  in  the 
right  place.  Hence,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
see  the  amateurish  snoek  catcher  raining  frantic 
blows  with  his  club  at  a wriggling,  splashing  form, 
like  a silver  eel,  and  endowed  with  apparently 
supernatural  activity.  But  blow  after  blows  falls 
fruitlessly  on  the  boat’s  gunwale  or  the  tyro  s 
legs,  until  at  last  the  fish  splashes  itself  free,  to 
scare  away,  perchance,  the  rest  of  the  shoal.  Afull- 
grown  snoek  is  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  long  by  about  6in. 
to  8in.  deep,  and  weighs  from  101b.  to  151b.,  being 
in  best  condition  from  April  to  July ; but  as  soon 
as  it  has  spawned  the  spent  fish  is  lean  and  black 
as  a salmon  kelt.  Out  of  the  water  the  silver 
sheen  of  the  snoek’s  sides  rapidly  becomes  dull, 
and  the  back  turns  a dark  steel-grey.  It  is 
covered  with  very  minute  scales,  the  dorsal  fin  is 
rather  large  and  spiny,  and  the  powerful  tail 
starting  from  the  narrow  peduncle,  combined 
with  its  long  clipper-like  body  enables  it  to  twist 
and  turn  freely  in  pursuit  of  its  prey. 

For  good  all-round  sport  the  wide  expanse  of 
False  Bay  undoubtedly  bears  the  palm.  The 
portions  known  as  Simons  Bay,  Kalk  Bay,  and 
the  Strand  yield  first-class  boat  fishing ; and 
angling  from  the  rocky  shores  of  Miller’s  Point, 
Fish  Hoek,  Kalk  Bay,  and  Gordon’s  Bay  is  also 
most  enjoyable  at  times.  One  great  charm  of 
the  sport  in  the  warm  waters  of  this  area  con- 
sists in  the  great  variety  of  the  catch. 
Take  your  boat  off  Fish  Hoek  l’oint,  or 
out  to  the  Phoenix  Buoy,  the  Ark,  the 
Roman  Rock,  the  outer  station,  or  to 
“ Gooi-maar-zoo,”  and  >ou  may  land  a red 
stumpnose  ( Chrysoblephus  gibbiceps),  a scarlet 
and  white  beauty  with  a strange  protruding  fore- 
head, a grand  fighting  fish  for  his  size,  which 
runs  from  51b.  to  121b. ; or  his  plucky  young  rela- 
tive, the  white  stumpnose  (Chrysophrys  globi- 
ceps)  ; then  the  sluggish  Roman  ( Chrysophrys 
cristiceps),  with  his  dark  red  and  orange  jacket, 
gives  you  a turn  ; or  the  toothsome  panger,  the 
ubiquitous  Hottentot  ( Sargus  capensis),  or  the 
greedy  silver-fish  ( Dentex  ar  gyro  zona) , immolate 
themselves  on  the  barbed  hook.  If  the  Dii 
Discatoies  are  propitious,  you  may  land  a fine 
young  steenbras  ( Ghrysophrys  laticeps),  or  that 
prince  of  table-fish,  the  rainbow-tinted  seventy 
four  ( Dentex  rupestris).  There  is  another  side- 
to  the  picture,  however ; the  cruel  fates  may  send 
you  a liberal  do3e  of  the  poisonous  blaasop,  i.e., 
toad-fish  ( Tetraodon  honlcenyi),  or  the  sea  snake 
or  hag- fish  ( Myxine  glutinosa),  with  bis  repulsive 
slimy  exudation  ; to  say  nothing  of  sharks  of 
various  kinds  galore. 

The  baits  used  for  catching  these  fish  are  cray- 
fish, rooi-as  (or  red  bait — a species  of  polypus), 
and  the  firm  white  feelers  of  the  “ sea-cat  ’ or 
octopus.  For  big  fish,  such  as  geelbeck,  kabel- 
jaauw,  &c.,  the  bait  is  mostly  mackerel  and  maas- 
banker, cut  in  long  strips  ; and  in  the  case  of 
steenbras,  live  bait  in  the  form  of  steentjes, 
young  silverfish,  &c. 

(To  be  continued .) 
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Jingling  3ftsfures. 

December  30.  ■- 

Earlsfield  : Outing. 

Enterprise  : Outing. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  : Match. 

Pixie  Brothers : Outing. 

Rodney  : Outing  to  Shepperton. 

South  Bermondsey  PiBcatorials : Roving  match. 

December  31. 

Queen's  Piscatoriala  : Supper. 

January  1. 

Epsom : Concert. 


Jan.  8. — Alma  : Visit. 

,,  13. — Bostonian  : Outing. 

,,  13. — Lady  of  the  Lake  : Prize  outing. 

„ 13. — Shepherd’s  Bush  : Competition. 

,,  13. — Walham  Green  : Outing  to  Cookham. 

,,  23. — Bostonian : Dinner. 

,,  26. — Lychnobite  : A.B.S.  concert. 
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•Reports  from  Clubs 


TPo  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  ns  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dnnstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  “Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-strcct,  S.E.— Somo  ot  the  members  fish- 
ing during  tho  Christmas  holidays  fared  rather 
badly,  but  others  made  up  the  deficiency.  Mr.  Wbeel- 
houso  bad  a splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace,  largest 
dace  14oz.  and  12oz.  each,  total  131b.  8oz.  Mr.  J.  Barker, 
roach  !)lb.  8oz.,  two  largest  roach  lib.  8oz.  and  lib.  lOoz. 
— J.  W 1IEEI, HOUSE. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — Mr.  C.  Davis 
went  out  during  tho  Christmas  holidays,  and  weighed 
in  some  very  nice  roach  and  dace  from  tho  Lea.  The 
largest  dace  12Joz.,  which  has  been  sent  for  preserva- 
tion.— A.  WlLbHAW. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers’  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop-road,  Cam- 
bridge Heath. — On  Dec.  18  we  made  twenty  working  and 
one  honorary  member.  On  Dec.  23  we  fished  for  three 
prizes  given  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  B.  Williams. 
Several  members  competed, but  only  one  was  successful, 
Mr.  H.  Deverell  taking  first  prize  with  roach.  Members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  special  business. — R. 
Hubbard. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  Christmas  distribution  took  place  on  the  24th  inst. 
The  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order  : Messrs. 

H.  Moore,  mutton ; A.  Turner,  goose ; A.  Painter, 
beef  ; A.  Bowater,  sack  of  potatoes  ; Wm.  May,  beef  ; 

I.  Willgoss,  whiskey  ; G.  T.  Jameson,  Jib.  tobacco  and 
pipe-rack  ; H.  Blackman,  whiskey  ; H.  Balstone,  brandy  ; 
S.  Marchant,  whiskey;  E.  Barber,  whiskey  ; C.  Harris, 
lib.  of  tea ; E.  Cooper,  pipe  ; and  Pavitt,  gin.  Harmony 
was  most  agreeably  interspersed,  amoDg  those  contri- 
buting being  Messrs.  Barber,  Tringbam,  Paddy  Miles, 
Heyman,  Turner,  Painter,  J.  Colborn,  and  E.  Cooper. 
I wish  all  anglers  a bright  and  prosperous  New 
Year ! 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Earlsfield,  S.W.— 
An  outing  will  take  place  on  Dec.  29.  Place  and 
full  particulars  will  be  posted  in  club. — Bruce  and 
Frampton. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  High  Cross-lane, 
Tottenham. — On  Dec.  22  the  following  members  weighed 
in  : Mr.  Phesay,  roach,  21b.  lOoz.  ; Mr.  Deucher,  roach, 
31b.  ljoz.  Messrs.  Claridge  and  Tuck  both  weighed  in 
roach  from  Stone  and  Coventry’s,  each  winning  a prize. 
On  Dec.  30  open  prize,  roach  only  ; also  eight  prizes  to 
be  fished  for  at  Ponder’s  End,  all  fish  bar  jack  to  weigh. 
On  Wednesday  evening  members  and  their  wives 
mustered  in  goodly  numbers,  and  spent  a jovial  evening 
in  our  club-room. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  Dec.  22  Mr.  E.  Mend- 
bam  weighed  in  roach  (largest  lib.  9jOz.).  On  Dec.  26 
Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot  also  had  a good  show  of  roach.  Messrs. 
Talbot  and  Oliver  reported  having  had  fair  sport  during 
the  holidays.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see  a good  muster  on 
Jan.  22  ; there  is  a lot  of  business  to  be  gone  through. — 
Scribe. 

Hackney  and  Clapton  Piscatorial  Society, 

Devon  Arms,  Morning-lane,  Hackney. — On  Dec.  23  the 
members  were  out  again  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  the 
result  being  the  same  as  the  previous  week — only  one 
prize  taken.  Mr.  Short  was  the  winner  with  a jack  of 
51b.  ljoz.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for 
on  Dec.  30.  Members  to  go  where  they  like  in  any 
public  water. — M. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  IsleJon-road,  Holloway,  N. — During  the 
holidays  we  bave  had  some  exceptionally  good  catches  to 
record.  On  Dec.  6,  Mr.  G.  Cornish  weighed-in  51b.  ljoz. 
of  roach  and  perch  ; Dec.  24,  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  roach, 
131b.  12Joz.  ; Dec.  26,  Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford,  roach,  591b., 
jack  (five  fish),  411b.  2Joz.;  Mr.  G.  West,  roach,  161b.  7oz., 
jack,  371b.  6oz.  Included  in  the  above  were  some  fine 
specimens  worthy  of  special  mention,  viz.,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Rutherford, roach,  21b.,  lib.  14Joz  , lib.  13oz.,  lib.  12Joz., 
lib.  12.joz.,  lib.  lljoz.,  lib.  lljoz.,  lib.  10,>z  , lib.  9Joz., 
lib.  Poz. ; jack,  121b.  lloz.,  101b.  7Joz.  Mr.  G.  West, 
roach,  lib.  ll  joz.,  lib.  14joz.,  lib.  8joz.  ; jack,  121b.  4oz. 
Mr.  Burton  also  weighed-in  fish. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — Owing  to  the 
Christmas  festivities  our  meetings  have  been  small,  and 
very  little  business  done.  Messrs.  A.  Furlong,  T.  W. 
Garrard,  and  C.  Layton  had  takes  of  roach  on  Wednes- 
day, the  26th  inst. — H.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association, 

Swakeley  Hotel,  Goldhawk-road,  Shepherd's  Bash. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  fishing  at  Twickenham  on  Boxing 
Day,  had  a fine  show  171b.  13oz.,  including  roach, 
dace,  and  three  bream.  Mr.  Mason  hai  had  some  good 
dace  from  Richmond  and  Hampton.  Next  meeting, 
Jan.  2.  Wishing  all  members  and  brother  anglers  a 
happy  New  Year.— S.  Burton. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road.— Our  competition  is  postponed  to  Doc. 
30.  i hope  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  22, 
to  make  further  arrangements.  Wo  had  a blank  last 
week.  I wish  members  and  all  anglers  and  tho  Fish- 
ing Gazette  staff  a happy  Now  Yoar! — T.  H.  M. 


Queen’s  Piscatorials,  1 a,  Cbapol-strcet,  W. — On  tho 
23rd  inBt.,  Messrs.  Brett  and  Steer  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace,  and  succeeded  in  taking  tho  first  and  second  prizes 
in  our  Christmas  outing.  The  club’s  first  annual  supper 
will  take  plaeo  on  Dec.  31.  Next  Thursday,  being  quar- 
terly night,  1 hope  members  will  endeavour  to  attend. — 
C.  H.  S. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road. — On  Monday  last  I had  a very  nice  show  of 
roach  (over  201b.,  averaging  more  than  Jib.  each),  and 
yesterday  (Wednesday)  a member  and  myself  captured 
nearly  201b.  between  us. — Thos.  F.  Ward. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — One  of  the  most  comfortable  evenings 
ever  hold  at  the  above  angling  society  took  place  on 
Friday,  the  21st,  at  our  headquarters  as  above.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  Pain,  assisted  by  Mr. 
W.  A.  Brookman.  The  principal  business  of  the  even- 
ing was  tho  distribution  of  our  Christmas  prizes.  The 
following  were  successful  in  the  order  named  : Messrs. 
Pain,  Betts,  Birch,  Martin,  Morring,  Brookman,  H. 
Pain,  Clegg,  and  Kirk.  After  the  distribution  harmony 
followed,  which ^vas  kept  up  to  a very  late  hour.  After 
a few  appropriate  remarks  from  our  worthy  host, 
a pleasant  evening  terminated. — H.  C. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Dec.  22,  but  only  one  weighed-in  fish — Mr.  T. 
Kenny.  Our  concert  was  not  very  well  attended.  I 
wish  to  remind  our  members  that  it  will  be  monthly 
night  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  2. — R.  Lowther. 


THE  MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR. 

The  manager,  in  issuing  the  present  price  list,  begs 
to  state  that  the  stock  of  yearling  fish  will  be  very  fine. 
The  ponds  which  hold  them  contain  an  abundance  of 
natural  food,  but  in  addition  to  this  they  have  been  fed 
daily  with  the  choicest  prepared  meat. 

The  uniformity  of  supply,  temperature,  and  purity  of 
the  waters  of  the  Manor  Fishery  are  unexcelled,  and  the 
hatching  operations  are  conducted  on  the  most  approved 
principles.  The  parent  fish  run  mainly  from  51b.  to  101b. 
in  weight.  Customers  may  therefore  depend  upon 
getting  perfectly  healthy  and  strong  fish,  whilst  the 
stiains  are  the  b;st  in  the  kingdom. 

A new  breed  of  trout  has  of  late  years  been  intro- 
duced, consisting  of  a cross  between  the  best  English 
Fario  and  Lough  Neagh  fish.  They  grow  very  rapidly, 
rise  freely  to  the  fly,  and  cut  as  pink  as  salmon.  The 
supply  of  these  is  rather  limited  ; early  bookings  are 
therefore  necessary. 

In  all  cases  where  other  fish  are  absent  it  will  be 
found  the  better  and  cheaper  way  to  purchase  a good 
stock  of  fry  in  preference  to  yearlings,  and  to  put  them 
in  streams  as  near  to  the  sources  as  possible.  If  placed 
in  ponds,  fed  by  rills,  the  outlets  should  be  guarded 
with  a movable  grating  of  perforated  zinc,  and,  where 
at  all  practicable,  they  should  be  fed  daily  for  at  least  a 
month  or  two  after  turning  out. 

Stocking  with  fry  is  sometimes  unsatisfactory,  for  the 
following  reasons : They  are  kept  too  long  by  the 
breeders,  sent  out  in  a starving  condition,  and  put  in 
unsuitable  places.  They  should  be  invariably  forwarded 
about  a week  before  they  require  food,  or  be  fed  in 
boxes  a month  or  so  previously  to  turning  out.  These 
rules  are  strictly  adhered  to  at  the  Manor  Fishery,  and 
waters  have  been  stocked  again  and  again  with  the 
most  perfect  success,  and  with  fry  alone. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  disappointment, 
that  orders  should  be  on  hand  as  soon  as  possible. 
Special  quotations  will  be  given  for  immediate  bookings. 

Fry  are  generally  sent  in  carriers  weighing  from  301b. 
to  401b.,  yearlings  in  vessels  weighing  lj  to  1J  cwt.  By 
special  arrangement  with  the  railway  companies,  fish 
now  travel  at  very  cheap  rates : — 351b.  go  200  miles  for 
Is.  6d. ; lcwt.  goes  200  miles  for  4s.  8d. 

Ford’s  Perfection  Carriers  are  designed  to  carry  fish 
by  rail  quite  safely  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain.  The 
motion  otjthe  train  aerates  the  water,  and  by  an  ingenious 
contrivance  of  the  lid  no  water  is  lost  in  transit.  They 
are  made  of  very  thick  galvanised  steel,  and  supplied  at 
20s.  each,  carriage  paid. 

The  delivery  alive  of  all  fish  is  guaranteed,  but  certain 
trains  must  be  met  as  directed,  and  the  fish  released  at 
once.  If  delayed  at  the  end  of  journey  before  turning 
out,  the  buyer  takes  the  risk. 

A large  and  increasing  number  of  coarse  fish  is  yearly 
supplied  in  addition  to  trout  from  the  Manor  Fishery, 
but  owing  to  the  amount  of  water  space  required  for  so 
many  different  varieties,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them 
all  in  stock  at  the  same  time.  Tne  several  kinds  are  as 
a rule  dealt  with  in  rotation  or  collected  from  various 
waters  according  to  demand.  Customers  will  kindly 
note  that  it  is  often  impossible  to  collect  coarse  fish 
during  frost  and  floods. 

Orders  are  booked  at  the  subjoined  rates,  and  sup- 
plied with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  but  certain  kinds 
can  only  be  safely  sent  in  cold  woather.  They  aro  for- 
warded on  the  same  conditions  as  trout,  viz.,  guaranteed 
safe  delivery. 

The  manager  will  not  guarantee  to  supply  small 
mixed  lots  for  aquarinms,  nor  as  a rule  book  orders  for 
less  than  .£1.  Exception,  twelve  small  gold  fish  sent 
anywhere  for  5s. 

Carriage  (unless  otherwise  arranged)  must  bo  paid  by 
the  purchaser. 

Perch,  bream,  rudd,  pike,  &o  , aro  sometimes  bought 
or  taken  in  exchange  for  trout.  Gontlomon  who  aro 
removing  coarse  fish  from  reservoirs  with  a view  to 
stocking  with  trout,  will  do  woll  to  communicate  with 
“ Tho  Manager,  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire.’ 


gofftngs  bg  ff)e 

A Christmas  Wish. 

May  the  New  Year  come  for  wishing, 

As  a placid  sunlit  lake, 

May  you  ’scape  the  rod,  and,  fishing, 

Both  the  loaves  and  fishes  take. 

“ Draw  the  line’’  and,  word  of  warning. 

Shun  the  hook  or  else  you’ll  rue  ; 

Tackle  work  by  night  and  morning, 

Net  all  good  that  comes  to  you. 

Trace  the  signs,  your  chances  measure, 

Strike  when  Fortune  brings  the  prize  ; 

Gentle,  play  the  wary  treasure, 

Gaff  him  if  of  any  size. 

Bait  each  day  with  good  intention, 

Watch  the  float  as  moments  fly — 

Watch  and  wait — no  need  to  mention, 

Hope  and  Patience,  only  try ! J.  N. 

******* 

“ We  Anglers”  is  the  title  of  a song,  the  words  and 
music  by  James  McKechnie,  and  first  sung  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Angling  Club. 
There  are  five  verses,  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  print 
more  than  two — just  as  an  appetiser.  Here  they  are  : 

Wha  on  a bonnie  morn  in  May, 

Get  up  before  the  break  o’  day 
And  to  the  rivers  mak  their  way? 

We  anglers,  we  anglers. 

And  even  altho’  the  weather’s  wat, 

Wha  no  a button  care  for  that, 

Nae  mair  than  duck  or  water  rat? 

We  anglers,  we  anglers. 

Wha  on  their  way  to  hae  a wap 
Abhor  the  very  name  o’  Nap, 

And  never,  never  taste  a drap  ? 

We  anglers,  we  anglers. 

Wha  wander  mony  a weary  mile, 

Through  bog  and  moss,  o’er  dyke  and  stile, 

And  sing  or  whistle  a’  the  while  ? 

We  anglers,  we  anglers. 

Those  whose  appetites  have  been  whetted  may  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  song  and  music  (price  3s.)  by  applying  to 
the  publisher,  Joseph  Ferrie,  202,  Hope-street,  Glasgow. 
It  is  written  in  the  key  of  F,  with  a pianoforte  accom- 
paniment, and  is  full  of  “ go.”  Real  angling  songs  are 
none  too  plentiful,  and  it  is  only  reasonable  to  assume 
that  Mr.  James  McKechnie’s  name  and  fame  will  become 
universal. 

******* 

No  sooner  has  the  fiddle  been  returned  to  its  case, 
after  sampling  the  preceding  special  Scotch,  than  the 
poor  postman  appears  on  the  scene  staggering  under  a 
heavy  burden  of  good  cheer  for  Christmas  and  the  New 
Year — mostly  on  paper  ! But  although  only  on  paper, 
the  burden  of  them  all  (or  nearly  all)  is  “ prosperity  in 
the  future  ! ” To  answer  each  kind  and  thoughtful 
donor  individually  would  be  a herculean  task.  A real 
labour  of  love  would  be  the  manufacturing  of  a special 
brew  (in  verse)  feebly  conveying  thanks  for  such  un- 
expected and  undeserved  kindness.  Several  attempts 
have  been  made  to  concoct  the  said  pome,  but  I can  only 
get  as  far  as : 

“ One  and  all,  both  great  and  small — ” 
******* 

Perhaps  tho  muse  has  amused  mo  in  attempting  to 
make  rhyme  out  of  the  following:  “ Dear  ‘ Dragnet,’ — 
When  Christmas  comes,  I fish  up  old  chums,  and  as  my 
feelings  towards  you  havo  not  abaited,  I send  you  this 
line  to  wish  you  a reel  good  time  of  it ; and  through  the 
New  Year  may  all  cares  and  troubles  take  their  hook, 
leaving  you  landed  in  the  not  of  prosperity  ! ” There, 
now  ! Oh  ! anglers,  strike  tho  lyre  ! And  prepare  your- 
selves for  yet  another  effusion : “ Tho  Season’s  Greetings. 
— Just  dropped  you  a line  to  wish  you  a very  happy 
Christmas,  and  may  your  rod  bo  like  Aaron’s — canable 
of  overcoming  all  difficulties  ; and  may  you  hook  plenty 
of  fish  through  tho  coming  year  ! ” 

• •••••■ 

The  last  sontonoe  I reoiprooato ; but  why  wish  that 
my  rod  Hhould  bo  liko  unto  Aaron's  ? 1 havo  a “ Hardy,” 
a “ Farlow,”  a “ Riohurdson,”  a 11  Soworbutt,”  a 
“Gillett,”  and  a “ Homens  ” somo  of  them  oapable  of 
working  wondors  in  tho  hands  of  an  artist  somo  a bit 
bandy  by  constant  wear — but  nevor  an  Aaron  ! Oh  ! 
budding  poets,  send  mo  in  a lino  or  two  to  sot  my  mind 
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at  rest.  None  of  your  twenty  a penny,  all  cracked; 
something  original. 

A horse,  a horse,  my  kingdom  for  a horse  ! 

Of  reels  and  rods  and  lines  I have  my  share  on  ; 

In  shape  and  weight  and  make  all  different,  of  course 
Alas  ! not  one  named  after  Aaron  ! 

******* 

I could  fill  five  or  six  columns  alone  in  describing  the 
beautiful  “ specimens  ” sent  me  (one  or  two  I may  say  I 
hardly  like  to  describe) — you  see,  they  are  from  friends 
— and  friends,  well,  never  mind,  I still  wish  them  a 
“ Happy  and  prosperous  New  Year  ! ” But  as  for  des- 
cribing the  Argosy  sent  to  the  Editor  (from  lords  and 
dooks,  you  know),  why,  it  beggars  description.  You 
have  all  seen  the  familiar  heading,  “The  Editor’s 
Table,”  of  course  ; well,  it  would  puzzle  you  to  see  it 
now.  It  is  the  biggest  weigh-in  of  the  year  ! “ What 

waters?”  you  ask.  Why!  China,  America,  India — 
there,  from  every  swim  worth  knowing.  I must  tell  you 
of  one  though,  just  one.  This  is  it : 

*******_ 

On  the  outside  of  the  card  (a  three-fold),  beautifully 
embossed  in  white  and  gold,  are  the  words,  “Health 
and  fair  greeting.”  Quite  a change  to  the  (Jack) 
Ketchy,  “ drop  me  a line  ” business. 

“When  the  card  is  opened,” 

On  angling  quite  intent, 

May  be  seen  the  happy  donor 
Wading  in  the  Trent. 

And  this  is  the  burden  of  his  song:  “The  Editor  has 
been  so  very  kind  in  wishing  us  all  “Tight  Lines, 
vide  Gazette  Almanack — surely  no  such  two-penny 
worth  was  ever  given  to  mortal  man  ! ! ! Herewith  I 
wish  him  all  and  every  compliment  of  the  season,  and 
beg  his  acceptance  of  “a  bit  of  the  Trent,”  near 
Wychnor,  with  your  humble  servant  doing  his  best  to 
induce  a grayling  to  join  with  him  in  a tight  line. 
The  signature  to  this  delightful  little  souvenir  is 
“Dr.  Angrove.  Walsall.” 

******* 

I have  stated  that  all  the  wealth  of  the  bright  Injes, 
in  the  hands  of  Raphael  Tuck  and  Sonnenschein  and 
Co.  has  been  expended  (to  their  credit  be  it^said)  in 
wishing  all  connected  with  the  Fishing  Gazette  “ Health, 
wealth,  and  prosperity  ; ” but  I think  it  was  Martin 
Tupper  who  said,  “ The  virgin  martyr  at  the  stake  hath 
her  better ; and  ‘ the  condemned  culprit  at  the  bar  hath 
his  worse.’  ” Not  much — according  to  a constant 
reader,  who  has  “taken  in  the  paper  for  thirty  years  ” 
(just  a week  or  two  before  it  was  issued).  He  says  : 

“ Dear  Sur  (he  can’t  spell,  but  he  can  grumble).  I looked 
in  vain  for  just  one  word  from  ‘ Dragnet  ’ wishing  us  a 
‘ Merry  Christmas,’  but  did  not  see  it.  Why  was 
this  ? ” If  too  late  let  me  say  now  that  I sincerely  hope 
you  have  spent  a happy  Christmas,  and  let  me,  while 
there  is  yet  time,  wish  you — and  every  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette — a “ Happy  New  Year.” 

******* 
Although  “ Dragnet  ” may  have  been  remiss,  the 
Editor  wished  you  “ Tight  Lines  ’’—brief,  but  neverthe- 
less sincere.  If  you  wish  for  anything  more  profuse, 
read  the  concluding  lines  of  the  “ Amateur  Angler,”  in 
his  parting  benediction  (vide  “A  Day  in  Elysian 
Fields”  in  the  Christmas  Number:  “Now,  my  angling 
friends,  I bid  you  all  farewell,  with  this  parting  benedic- 
tion : May  your  homes  be  happy,  may  your  wives  be 
ministering  angels,  may  there  be  no  domestic  jars 
(except  for  pickles  and  such  like),  no  IrettiDgs  and 
wranglings  and  naggings,  which  are  like  the  crackling  of 
thorns  under  a pot.  May  your  daughters  be  as  the 
tender  vines  clinging  round  your  hearts  ; may  your  sons 
be  stalwart,  affectionate,  honest,  and  truthful ; may  you 
sometimes  have  tight  lines  and  full  creels  when  you  go 
a-fishing.  I say  sometimes  advisedly  ; if  you  were  sure 
your  creels  would  always  be  filled  the  excitement  and 
pleasure  would  pall  upon  you,  and  you  would  be  deprived 
of  such  Elysian  delights  as  those  which  befell  the 
accomplished  Major  and  the  famous  ‘ Sarcelle  on  the 
occasion  I have  endeavoured  to  describe.” 

******* 

“ But  wbat  has  this  to  do  with  fishing  f ’ will  be  the 
next  grumble.  Everything.  Christmas  fishing  is  totally 
different  to  summer  fishing.  I shall  say  nothing  about 
the  water  and  the  weather — that  is  not  fishing,  but  very 
near  it.  The  compass  has  been  boxed  during  the  last 
week— “ soft  ” weather,  as  they  call  it  over  the  border, 
rain,  fog,  dark,  bright,  cold,  warm,  calm,  blustery.  And 
now  Christmas  has  been  “ boxed.”  The  button,  which 
has  been  presented  to  me  (and  which  I shall  try  to  hold) 
for  an  accomplishment  which  all  anglers  aspire  to,  was 
utilised— “ shank  or  blank  ”— to  decide  whether  I should 
spend  “Christmas  Day  in  the  workhouse”  or  by  the 
river-side.  “ Aye  ” for  the  latter,  ' nay  for  the 
former.  The  “ ayes  ” had  it. 

******* 

I did  not  hurry  in  my  search  for  the  nearest  hotel, 
yclept  the  “ Lump  ; ” the  plums  were  first  counted  in 
the  homogeneous  conglomeration  of  indigestion  and  bile 
which  had  been  duly  stirred  by  all  the  family— young  and 
old,  and  twenty  thousand  added  to  the  gas  bill  to  make 
it  palatable.  Pudding  all  jokes  on  one  side,  I could  not 
find  the  “ house,”  but  I found  a policeman.  As  you 
observe,  this  wants  doing.  Time,  11.30.  “ Time,  gents, 

please!”  had  been  called  just  half-an-hour.  Dragnet 
(loq.)  : “ Well,  Mister  Comunstable,  how  are  you  pro- 
gressing this  festive  season  ? ” Guardian  of  the  Peace 
(clad  in  running  costume)  : “ Well,yer  see,  sir,  it’s  like 
this.  I’ve  got  fourteen  ’ouses  on  my  beat  (Mem. — pubs 
these  are),  and  I gets  arf  a pint  from  each  on  ’em.  Some 
makes  it  a pint,  and  I can  assure  you  it  wants  doin’.” 
Verb.  sap. 


“ Christmas  comes  but  once  a year  ” A good  job 
too — likewise  hear,  hear.  After  digesting  the  contents 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  Christmas  Number,  as  is  my 
wont  I turn  to  the  pages  of  the  Field.  “ Redspinner 
quite  properly  and  very  naturally  heads  the  long  list  ot 
bon  mots,  under  the  heading  of  “ Some  Christmas 
Yarns.”  He  has  chosen  for  his  subject,  The  Pet 
Grayling  of  the  Dale  ” (for  further  particulars,  as  they 
say  on  the  programme,  see  page  GG 1 ) . Then  follows 
“ His  Last  Salmon  ” (a  decided  change  on  the  inevitable 
“My  First  Salmon”) ; “ That  Christmas  Fish  ; ” ‘ The 
Great  Liard  Trout”  (it  is  explained  that  the  place  this 
poor  trout  comes  from  is  a terra  incognita) ; My  Sun- 
day  Salmon;”  “ ’Twas  in  Killala  Bay;  More 
Angling  Extraordinary;”  “Test  Salmon,”  &c.,  &c. 
Altogether  a dainty  dish  to  set  before  a king. 

******* 

No  man,  I think,  can  say  of  tea, 

With  truth  that  he  adores  it ; 

Yet  where  is  one  withstands  the  draught 
When  Sacharissa  pours  it  ?_ 

If  poison  lurked  along  the  brim, 

I’d  take  the  eup  she  offers, 

So  I might  chance,  by  some  good  hap, 

To  touch  the  hand  that  proffers. 

Elusive  fingers — those  of  her3. 

My  grasp  is  almost  on  them, 

When  by  some  swift  and  airy  feint, 

The  nymph  has  quite  withdrawn  them. 

And  so  I ask  for  tea  again, 

Almost  convinced  I love  it, 

Because  her  face  looks  gentler  in 
The  steam  that  floats  above  it. 

The  square  of  sugar  she  slips  in 
Makes  all  my  life  grow  sweeter  ! 

Though  swift  the  seething  flow  of  cream, 

Hope’s  snowy  wings  are  fleeter. 

When  next  she  bids  me  have  more  tea, 

I mean  to  say  I’ll  take  it, 

Both  now  and  henceforth  evermore, 

If  she  will  always  make  it ! Epicure. 

******* 

“ Faither,  hae  ye  ever  read  that  poem  ca’ed,  ‘ Strike 
the  lyre  gently’?’”  “No,  my  boy,  I’ve  neither  read 
nor  seen  it,  but  I think  who  ever  wrote  it  wade  hae  been 
nearer  the  mark  if  he  had  said  : ‘ Gi’e  him  a guid  soun 
thrashing  ” 

******* 

MEN  WE  MEET. 


Joseph  Jennings, 

More  familiarly  known  to  London  club  anglers  as  “ Joe,” 
is  now  the  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Bostonian 
Angling  Society— a society  which  will  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  any  in  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Jennings 
assisted  to  found  the  club  in  1878 ; was  de  egato  from 
that  club  to  the  West  Central  Association  when  held  at 
St.  Martin’s  Lane,  and  delegate  from  the  West  to  the 
East  before  the  two  societies  amalgamated.  Since  then 
he  has  been  a faithful  delegate  to  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion, and  worked  hard  for  it.  For  eight  years  he  was  a 
most  indefatigable  secretary  of  the  Bostonians,  and  upon 
his  retirement,  before  a crowded  audience,  was  pre- 
sented with  a gold  ring  and  illuminated  address  as  a 
slight  token  of  the  esteem  and  respect  in  which 
be  was  held  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
For  eight  years  he  served  as  district  officer  for 
the  Wostern  District  (Anglers’  Association),  and  upon 
his  retirement  was  presented  with  a gold  watch  and 
illuminated  address.  As  a really  good  hard  worker  in 
the  cause  of  benevolence  he  may  have  his  equals,  but 
surely  not  a rival.  He  was  the  first  life  member  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  and  has  left  no  stone 
unturned  to  further  the  objects  of  that  worthy  society. 
That  he  is  a man  who  can  be  trusted  “ goes  without  say- 
ing ” for  he  has  been  treasurer  to  all  the  competitions 
held  at  the  West-End  of  London,  and  rumour  has  it  that 
he  will  shortly  have  the  pleasure  of  handing  over  a 
oheque  for  .£20  as  the  result  of  the  last  competition  at 
Windsor.  Good,  honest,  straightforward,  hard-working 
“Joe,”  in  the  name  of  the  whole  angling  fraternity  I 
wish  you  a “ Happy  New  Year  1 

******* 

Judging  from  the  paucity  of  “ news  from  the  clubs, 
sending  “greetings”  to  friends  and  partaking  of  the 
good  things  of  this  life  have  been  by  far  more  freely 
indulged  in.  Those  who  ventured  out,  or  several  of 
them,  at  any  rate,  have  had  no  cause  to  complain.  This 
is  what  I glean  from  the  Highbury  : Mr.  Rutherford 
weighed-in  on  Boxing-night  a splendid  take  of  jack  and 


roach.  Amongst  the  fish  were  a jack  of  121b.  lloz.  and 
one  of  101b.  7|oz.  ; ten  roach,  weighing  in  the  aggregate 
171b.  84OZ. — an  average  of  lib.  lOoz.  each.  The  exact 
weights  of  each  were  21b.,  lib.  14Joz.,  lib.  13oz., 
lib.  12|oz.,  lib.  12£oz.,  lib.  lljoz.,  lib.  lljoz.,  llb.lOoz., 
lib.  9foz.,  and  lib.  9oz.  [A  merry  Christmas  to  you, 
Mr.  Rutherford !]  But  this  does  not  end  the  tale. 
From  the  same  club  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  brought  home 
nearly  141b.  of  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach  161b.  7oz.  and 
jack  371b.  6oz.,  amongst  the  former  being  three  fish 
lib.  14ioz.,  lib.  14|oz.,  and  lib.  8|oz.  ; and  a jack  ot 
121b.  4oz. 

* * * * *.*.*, 

The  Blackfriars  have  also  been  “ at  it  again.  Secre- 
tary Wheelhouse  had  131b.  8oz.  of  roach  and  dace,  one 
dace  weighing  14oz.,  and  another  12oz.  One  of  his 
members,  Mr.  J.  Barker,  had  91b.  8oz.  of  roach— one 
lib.  lOoz.,  and  another  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  Davis,  of  the 
Bloomsbury,  was  one  of  those  anglers  who  did  not  sing 
“ Rest  ye,  merrie  gentlemen,  who  sit  at  home  at  ease, 
for  be  was  on  the  Lea  (I  don’t  know  where  the  others 
went  to),  and  amongst  a “ nice  show  of  roach  and  dace, 
had  a dace  which  scaled  12jOZ. 

******* 

I am  in  receipt  of  a photo  in  which  Prince  Ranjit- 
sinhji  and  Mr.  Stearn  (of  Cambridge)  are  comfortably 
seated  behind  two  piles  of  fish  (roach  and  dace),  taken 
“ near  Brandon”  recently.  For  the  two  rods  the  com- 
bined  weight  was  1071b.  Amongst  them  were  some  first- 
class  fish. 

• *#**•* 

While  on  the  subject  of  big  takes,  some  big  fish  a,re 
just  now  on  view  in  London — notably,  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  at  Messrs.  Farlow’s  (in  the  Strand),  and  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road  (Mr.  Eldridge’s),  where 
a 21b.  lOoz.  roach  and  a 71b.  3oz.  bream  taken  from  the 
Pulborough  Waters  are  to  be  seen  and  admired. 
******* 

The  Perth  Angling  Society  recently  celebrated  their 
annual  festival  in  the  shape  of  a club  dinner  at  the 
Station  Hotel.  Mr.  Young  ably  filled  the  chair.  A large 
and  influential  gathering  participated  in  the  good  things 
provided.  The  menu  card  was  a work  of  art,  and 
designed  by  Mr.  Muirhead.  These  were  the 
LURES. 

SOUP. 

Woodcook  and  Leekbody. 

Something  in  the  “ Hair  ” line— P.  D.  M.’s  best  dressed. 

PISH. 

Sea  trout  and  oyster  sauce— This  is  a “ cod.” 

Fried  fillets  of  sole  from  the  Fluke  Lade,  cobbled  by 

Tuke. 

Haggis  a la  Jock  Scott. 

Roast  sirloin  of  beef,  seasoned  with  “facts”  from  an 
angler’s  tale.  Pazzle? 

Boiled  Bubbly  Jock  with  red  hackle. 

“ Current”  pudding  with  a “light”  breeze. 

Christmas  bradies  a la  L.  Leven. 

Cheese,  a rare-bit,  not  Welsh.  This  lure  requires  no  lead. 

* * ***** 

After  dinner,  the  Chairman  proposed  the  usual  loyal 
and  patriotic  toasts,  which  were  duly  honoured.  Then 
followed  some  excellent  speeches,  in  the  course  of  which 
Mr  P D.  Malloch  was  thus  eulogised.  1 will  give  it  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hunter,  who  proposed  the 
toast  of  the  evening— “ The  Perth  Angler’s  Club 
He  said  it  was  the  second  oldest  club  m Scotland.  It 
was  a credit  to  the  city,  and  he  was  glad  to  say  that  it 
was  never  more  prosperous  than  at  present.  The  mem- 
bership was  about  sixty,  and  they  were  honoured  by 
having  Lord  Balvaird  as  patron.  Then  where  could 
they  get  a better  secretary  ora  better  angler  than  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch  ? He  was  a gentleman  known  not  only  all 
over  Scotland,  but  all  over  the  world  for  his  achieve- 
ments in  the  angling  field. 


The  club  not  only  encouraged  private  angling,  but 
they  had  several  very  important  public  competitions. 
Tlmy  had  three  competitions  on  Loch  Levon  annually, 
and  besides  they  sent  a representative  to  the  national 
competition.  When  he  mentioned  that  the  Perth  Club 
had  carried  off  the  national  prize  for  the  third  time,  and 
the  championship  of  Loch  Loven  aDo,  they  could  under- 
stand that  tho  club  was  one  of  which  any  angler  might 
be  proud  to  be  a member.  Mr.  Wilson  replied.  The 
prizes  gained  during  the  season  were  then  distributed 
by  the  chairman,  who  said  that  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  had. 
gained  the  first  prize  of  £10  for  the  national  competition. 
Mr.  Malloch  was  a record  holder  in  that  competition, 
having  taken  it  four  times.  Not  only  so,  but  he  was  one 
of  the  few  competitors  who  handed  over  the  prize  money 
to  the  club. 

* * ***** 

More  Christmas ! This  time  at  the  Cavendish 
Rooms,  Cavendish-square,  when  Captain  Wilson  recited 
in  a most  masterly  manner  Dickens’  “Christmas 
Carol  ” and  other  selections.  As  a master  of  elocution 
I readily  cede  him  the  best  cut  out  of  our  best  Christ- 
mas cake.  For  “description”  he  stands  unrivalled. 
At  the  Balloon  Society  recently  he  responded  to  the 
toast  of  the  lecturer.  True,  his  words  were  not  all 
monosyllabic,  but  for  making  matters  clear  commend 
me  to  the  Captain.  How  would  it  please  some  of  the 
“ Young  Beginners  ” to  know  that  ho  had  been  engaged 
to  write  a few  chapters  on  angling  ? No.  1 : 

*****  * * 

“Fishing  is  the  intermediate  botween  reflection  and 
tho  marvels  of  nature,  which  in  the  attenuation  of  dis- 
criminating observation  make  the  fisherman  and  the 
naturalist  synonymous,  whereas  the  huntsman  and 
golfer  are  the  impelled  of  imitational  pursuance  in 
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disregard  of  tho  axxociative  through  preoipitanoy  of 
expectancy.  lint  think  of  fishing  ax  an  art ! Why, 
xomo  seem  to  flog  tho  water  ax  if  thoy  had  a naughty 
hoy  neroHH  thoir  lcneox.  Now,  tho  real  oraftxman  will 
throw  hix  lino  with  a delicacy  of  prooixion  by  a jork  of 
tho  wrist,  wbioh  Bonds  tho  line  in  snob  buoyancy  of 
projected  imperooptibility  to  tho  My  alighing  on  the 
water,  so  deluding  tho  tixh  of  itx  being  the  extremity  of 
a oonso(iuonco  for  tho  termination  of  its  sub-aqueous 
rxixtonco.”  Horo  ondoth  tho  first  lesson. 

• • • ■»  • •#  « 

In  Japan  (I  gloan  from  a contemporary)  cormorants 
aro  trained  for  fishing  when  quite  young,  being  caught 
in  winter  with  bird-lime  on  tho  coasts  of  tho  Owari 
Gulf,  at  thoir  first  emigration  southward  from  tho 
summer  haunts  of  tho  species  on  tho  northern  seaboard 
of  Japan.  Oneo  trained,  thoy  work  well  up  to  fifteen, 
often  up  to  nineteen  or  twenty,  years  of  age ; and, 
though  thoir  keep  in  winter  bears  hardly  on  the  masters, 
they  are  very  preoious  and  profitable  hunters  during 
tho  five  months’  season,  and  well  deserve  tho  great 
care  that  is  lavished  upon  thorn.  From  four  to  eight 
good-sized  fish,  for  oxample,  is  the  fair  result  of  a single 
excursion  for  ono  bird,  which  corresponds  with  an 
average  of  about  150  fish  per  cormorant  per  hour,  or 
450  for  the  three  hours  occupied  in  drifting  down  the 
whole  oourse.  Every  bird  in  a flock  has  and  knows  its 
number;  and  ono  of  tho  funniest  things  about  them  is 
the  quick-witted  jealousy  with  which  they  invariably 
insist,  by  all  that  cormorant  language  and  pantomimic 
protest  can  do,  on  due  observance  of  the  recognised 
rights  belonging  to  their  individual  numbers. 

******* 

No  1,  or  “Icbi,”  is  the  do gen  of  the  corps,  the  senior 
iu  years  as  well  as  rank.  His  colleagues,  according  to 
their  age,  come  after  him  iu  numerical  order.  “ Ichi  ” 
is  the  last  to  be  put  into  the  water  and  the  first  to  be 
taken  out,  the  first  to  be  fed  and  the  last  to  enter  the 
baskets  in  which,  when  work  is  over,  the  birds  are 
carried  from  the  boats  to  their  domicile.  “ Ichi,”  when 
abroad,  has  the  post  of  honour  at  the  eyes  of  the  boat. 
He  is  a solemn  grizzled  old  fellow,  with  a pompous  noli 
me  tangere  air  that  is  almost  worthy  of  a Lord  Mayor. 
The  rest  have  place  after  him,  in  succession  of  rank, 
alternately  on  either  side  of  the  gunwale.  If,  haply, 
the  lawful  order  of  precedence  be  at  any  time  violated 
— if,  for  instance,  No.  5 be  put  into  the  water  before 
No.  3,  or  No.  4 be  placed  above  No.  2— the  rumpus  that 
forthwith  ensues  in  that  family  is  a,  sight  to  see  and  a 
sound  to  hear. 

******* 

On  Boxing-Day  80,000  people  passed  the  turnstiles  of 
the  "Royal  Aquarium  on  that  festival,  and  there  is  very  I 
little  wonder  for  it,  considering  the  programme  which  ) 
Mr.  Ritchie  has  arranged.  This  marvellous  array  of 
talent,  which  comprises  over  ninety  turns,  and  which 
extends  over  fourteen  hours,  can  be  seen  for  the  next 
six  weeks ; and  it  behoves  all  those  who  are  fond  of 
plenty  for  their  money  to  sample  this  wonderful  show, 
for,  in  addition,  two  separate  exhibitions — the  Musical 
and  the  Artistic  Posters — can  be  seen  for  the  one  sum  of 
a shilling. 

* * ■ * * * * * 

Anglers,  says  Mr.  Richard  Baugh,  as  a rule,  are 
not  a warlike  race,  and  if  they  do  occasionally  draw  the 
long  bow,  they  aim  at  the  truth,  and  should  they  fail  to 
hit  the  mark  it  is  charitably  ascribed  to  want  of  practice. 
There  are  exceptions  to  every  rule,  as  was  proved  a 
short  time  ago  when  two  of  the  fraternity — strangers 
to  each  other — met  one  evening  at  a country  angling 
station,  and  had  an  argument  which  commenced  with 
the  subject  of  the  voracity  of  the  pike  and  ended  with 
questioning  each  other’s  veracity.  Both  were  so  excited 
over  the  latter  subject  that  they  agreed  to  settle  the 
dispute  by  single  combat,  and  proceeded  to  make  active 
preparations  tor  commencing  hostilities  on  the  spot— 
the  smoke-room  of  the  hotel — when  it  was  suggested  by 
some  of  the  company  present  that  a much  more  suitable 
place  for  the  encounter  would  be  a field  a short  distance 
away,  in  which  direction  they  were  accompanied  by  a 
large  following,  and  on  the  way  each  firmly  expressed 
his  determination  to  annihilate  his  opponent.  On 
arriving  on  the  field  of  battle  great  was  the  surprise  of 
the  would-be  combatants  to  find  themselves  all  alone  in 
their  glory,  as  not  a soul  was  to  be  seen.  As  usual  in 
adversity,  all  their  friends  had  deserted  them,  and  even 
that  ubiquitous  individual  the  reporter  was  conspicuous 
by  his  absence.  This  completely  altered  the  aspect  of 
affairs,  and  each  anxiously  inquired  from  the  other 
what  they  had  come  there  to  fight  for,  but  neither 
could  give  a satisfactory  answer  to  the  query,  so 
instead  of  proceeding  to  exterminate  each  other,  they 
proceeded  to  the  nearest  hotel  and  drank  each  other’s 
health  most  enthusiastically  and  so  repeatedly,  that 
when  last  seen  they  were  with  many  warm  embraces 
vowing  eternal  friendship  toward  each  other. 

******* 

A short  time  ago  Mr.  Stevenson  gave  an  account  of 
how  he  wrote  “ Treasure  Island,”  and  related  that  when 
this  work  first  appeared  in  a story  paper  “ it  figured  in 
the  ignoble  midst  without  woodcuts  and  attracted  not 
the  least  attention.”  It  may  be  interesting  to  recall  the 
fact  that  no  sooner  was  it  issued  by  Messrs.  Cassell  and 
Company  as  a volume  than  it  sprang  into  popularity  at 
a bound,  and  has  had  a circulation  larger  than  any  other 
of  his  works.  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Company  recently 
arranged  to  reissue  “ Treasure  Island  ” in  their  boys’ 
paper  Chums,  with  now  illustrations  expressly  executed. 
In  this  periodical  it  has  attracted  much  attention  and 
been  received  with  enthusiasm. 

******* 

I think,  at  last  (says  Mr.  William  Howlett  in  the  Man 
of  the  World)  there  is  a little  improvomont  in  tho  fishing. 


Pike,  during  tho  last  few  days,  have  certainly  been  feed- 
ing better.  Sovoral  very  good  fish  wore  taken  from  the 
Ouso,  near  Donvor  and  Littleport,  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  Ono  must  have  been  a monster,  according  to 
the  description  given  me  by  tho  gontloman  that  hooked 
him.  Well,  it  gives  some  idea  of  tho  size  of  him  when 
ho  collared  another  pike  weighing  seven  pounds. 
For  a quarter  of  an  hour  this  monster  hung  on  to 
tho  fish  this  gentleman  had  already  hooked,  and 
boforo  quitting  his  hold,  scored  and  lacerated  it 
in  a most  unmerciful  manner.  Quickly  as  possible, 
after  landing  the  smaller  fish,  a largo  flight  and  strong 
traces  wore  put  on,  and  a dace  of  half  a pound  for  a 
bait.  After  a few  throws  there  was  a sort  of  heavy, 
quiet  swirl  in  the  water  and  a tug  at  the  line,  and  to 
use  tho  words  of  my  friend,  his  new  strong  gimp  was 
cut  clean  through,  as  if  by  a knife  or  scissors.  Nothing 
daunted,  he  put  on  another  set  of  tackle  and  tried 
again,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting  a run. 

******* 

Now,  tho  question  is,  what  size  or  weight  could  this 
fish  have  been  P I say  nearer  401b.  than  any  other 
weight.  It’s  a well-known  fact  there  are  some  perfect 
monsters  in  tjie  way  of  pike  that  occasionally  find  their 
way  into  deep  heavy  waters  near  Denver  Sluice,  and 
they  have  occasionally  been  taken  nrar  there  even 
heavier  than  that  401b.  I am  not  a believer  in  fairy 
tales  about  this  or  that  fish,  bnt  I am  quite  satisfied 
about  this  one,  and  I sincerely  hope,  before  the  season 
goes  out,  some  one  will  be  fortunate  enough  to  hook  and 
land  him.  f Ouse  for  Denver  ?] 

******* 

“ Ma,”  remonstrated  Bobby,  “ when  I was  at 
grandpa’s  he  let  me  have  two  pieces  of  pie.”  “ Well, 
he  ought  not  to  have  done  so,  Bobby,”  said  his 
mother.  “ I think  two  pieces  of  pie  are  too  much  for 
little  boys.  The  older  you  grow,  Bobby,  the  more 
wisdom  you  will  gain.”  Bobby  was  silenced,  but  only 
fora  moment.  “Well,  ma,”  he  said,  “ grandpa  is  a 
good  deal  older  than  you  are.” 

* ****** 

Into  one  of  the  hotels  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  entered 
the  other  day  a jolly  old  boy  from  the  Midlands.  On  a 
shelf  in  the  bar  was  a crab  dressed  on  the  shell,  with 
legs,  claws,  and  parsley  ranged  round  it.  “ Wbat  d’ye 
call  that?”  asked  the  visitor.  “Crab,”  was  the 
answer.  “ Looks  good  ; I’ll  have  un  ; and  gie  us  a pint 
of  ale.”  Bread  and  butter  was  added,  and  the  diner 
left  to  his  dinner.  In  about  an  hour  the  jovial  and 
genial  landlord  entered  the  dining  saloon  to  see  if  his 
guest  was  getting  on  all  right,  and  whom  he  found 
chawing  up  the  last  claw,  the  chawer  red  in  the  face 
but  beaming.  “ Like  the  crab,  sir?”  “Yes,  he  was 
capital.  I never  tasted  one  afore  ; but  I think  you’d 
baked  un  a bit  too  long  ; the  ernst  was  hard.  Let’s 
have  another  pint.”  He  had  eaten  the  lot — shell, 
claws,  and  legs  complete  ! 

******  * 

“ You  appear  to  be  very  fond  of  fishing,  Mr.  Sissy  ? ” 
Mr.  Sissy  : “ Aw,  yes,  indeed,  when  I can  get  a boy  to 
put  on  the  nawsty  worms  and  take  off  the  dirty  fish,  and 
— aw — I like  somebody  to  hold  the  wod  foh  me,  dontcher 
know.”  Dragnet. 


ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A FAVOURITE  CAT. 

Drowned  in  a Tub  of  Gold  Fishes. 

’Twas  on  a lofty  vase’s  side, 

Where  China’s  gayest  art  had  dyed 
The  azure  flowers  that  blow, 

Demurest  of  the  tabby  kind. 

The  pensive  Selima,  reclined, 

Gazed  on  the  lake  below. 

Her  conscious  tail  her  joy  declared  ; 

The  fair  round  face,  the  snowy  beard, 

The  velvet  of  her  paws, 

Her  coat  that  with  the  tortoise  vies, 

Her  ears  of  jet,  and  emerald  eyes, 

She  saw,  and  purr'd  applause. 

Still  had  she  gazed,  but,  ’midst  the  tide, 

Two  angel  forms  were  seen  to  glide, 

The  Genii  of  the  stream  : 

Their  scaly  armour’s  Tyrian  hue. 

Through  richest  purple,  to  the  view 
Betray’d  a golden  gleam. 

The  hapless  nymph  with  wonder  saw  : 

A whisker  first,  and  then  a claw, 

With  many  an  ardent  wish, 

She  stretched  in  vain  to  reach  the  prize  : 

What  female  heart  can  gold  despise  ? 

What  cat’s  averse  to  fish  ? 

Presumptuous  maid  ! with  looks  intent. 

Again  she  stretch’d,  again  she  bent, 

Nor  knew  the  gulf  between 
(Malignant  Fate  sat  by  and  smiled) : 

The  slippery  verge  her  feet  beguiled  ; 

She  stumbled  headlong  in. 

Eight  times  emerging  from  tho  flood, 

She  mow’d  to  every  watery  god 
Some  speedy  aid  to  send. 

No  Dolphin  came,  no  Nereid  stirr’d. 

Nor  cruel  Tom  or  Susan  hoard  ; 

A fav’rito  has  no  friend  ! 

From  hence,  ye  Beauties  ! undeceived 
Know  one  false  stop  is  ne’er  retrieved, 

And  bo  with  caution  bold  : 

Not  all  that  tempts  your  wandering  oyos 
And  heedless  hearts  is  lawful  prize, 

Nor  all  that  glistors  gold. 

Thomas  Gray. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


River  Reporters  vjho  vjant  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  l)u/nstan' s House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any 
of  the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  given  below 


30  min. 

for  Chelxea. 

r 55  min. 

for  Kew. 

40  „ 

,,  Putney. 

1 75  „ 

,,  Richmond. 

45  „ 

,,  Hammer- 

Add ^85  „ 

,,  Twicken- 

smith. 

l 

ham. 

50  „ 

„ Barnes. 

^85  „ 

,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or 
85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec. 

29 

3.14  

3.31 

Sunday,  ,, 

30 

3.49  

4.  8 

Monday,  ,, 

31 

4.25  

4.42 

Tuesday  Jan. 

1 

4.58  

5.15 

Wednesday,  ,, 

2 

5.33  

5.50 

Thursday,  ,, 

3 

6.10  

0.31 

Friday,  „ 

4 

0.53  

7.17 

High  Water 

AT  - 

Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec. 

29 

3 54  

4.11 

Sundav,  ,, 

30 

4 29  

4.48 

Monday,  ,, 

31 

5.  5 

5.22 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley.  Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks.— It  has  been 
very  unfortunate  for  the  anglers  during  the  Christmas 
holidays  the  river  should  have  been  so  much  out  of  con- 
dition, as  at  that  season  there  are  those  who  expect  to 
get  very  different  weather  to  what  there  has  been  lately. 
In  the  favourable  intervals  of  late  there  has  been  some 
good  specimens  of  jack  taken,  as  I have  had  certain 
records  of  three  or  four  with  a capital  average  of  101b., 
and  two  of  these  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  were 
published  by  some  mistake  or  other  as  having  been 
perch.  My  old  friend,  Mr.  George  Mason,  of  the  Oulton 
Broad  Fishery,  wrote  to  me  specially  to  inquire  whether 
it  was  a fact  that  perch  of  such  enormous  weights  really 
existed  in  the  Thames,  one  being  credited  to  Teddington 
of  9flb.,  and  the  other  of  lOib.  at  Shepperton.  This  would 
be  put  right  in  my  Thames  reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  that  week,  which  gave  tho  fish  asbeingjack,  the  weights 
being  identical  with  those  erroneously  stated  in  con- 
nection with  perch.  Whilst  speaking  of  jack,  I should 
like  to  refer  to  the  aruie'e  of  my  old  friend  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine,  which  appeared  last  week  in  the  Christmas 
number,  in  reference  to  the  large  jack  which  he  had 
taken  at  Shardloes,  as  my  name  is  referred  to  in  it. 
It  is  merely  to  confirm  his  statement  that  the  fish  was 
weighed  not  long  after  it  was  taken,  and  in  my 
presence.  It  weighed  371b.  As  my  list  of  subscriptions 
to  the  keepers’  dinner  is  not  yet  fully  complete,  I will 
defer  the  publication  until  next  week,  but  to  state  the 
dinner  has  been  fixed  for  Thursday  evening,  Jan.  24, 
1895,  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  close  to  the  Hampton  Court 
Station,  to  which  visitors  will  be  admitted  on  payment 
of  the  dinner  ticket,  which  is  5s.,  and  an  early  applica- 
tion is  requested.  The  angliug  reports  this  week  are 
very  brief.  The  river  has  gone  down  after  the  last 
rise,  but  the  water,  especially  in  the  tideway,  has  been 
very  dirty,  and  in  the  roaches  above  the  bank  anglers 
have  had  the  best  of  it. — B. 

(Hampton  Court).  — William  Milbourne 

says  ; “ The  water  is  very  high  and  thick,  and  nothing 
has  been  done,  and  the  weather  has  spoiled  the  Christ- 
mas fishing.” — B. 

(Kingston)  — There  are  no  reports  of  punt 

fishing,  but  one  of  the  bank  anglers,  named  Wright,  has 
taken  a few  bream,  the  largest  31b. — B. 

(Marlow). — Few  anglers  havo  been  out  during 

the  Christmas  holidays,  so  although  tho  wator  has  been 
in  good  colour  and  volume  little  has  been  done  ; still  a 
few  jack  havo  been  taken.  Fish  of  121b.  and  91b.  with 
many  smaller  ones  have  been  had  either  just  before  or 
during  the  past  week.  To-day  (27th)  looks  a perfect  day 
from  an  angler’s  point  of  view,  nice  sun,  a little  breeze, 
and  good  water.  Tho  diligent  searcher  should  meet  with 
success  amongst  jack,  chub,  roach,  &c.,  and  the  old 
year  wind  up  with  a better  reoord  week  than  it  has  been 
my  fortnne  to  chronicle  during  one  of  the  worst  seasons 
known  for  many  years.  I have  just  heard  of  some  good 
roach  being  takon  from  tho  bank. — C.  L.  Matthews. 

• (Sunbury). — Tho  only  report  has  been  that  of 

Mr.  Herbert,  in  one  day  getting  four  brace  of  porch,  tho 
largest  fish  lib.,  and  tho  bank  anglers  havo  boon  catoh- 
ing  a few  roach,  perch,  and  bream. — B. 

(Teddington). — Mr.  McBride  has  been  out 

three  days — ono  day  with  Mrs.  Vero  Shaw  (ono  braoe  of 
jack),  another  day  with  Dr.  Parkhurst  (ono  brace  of 
jack),  and  another  day  with  Mr.  Oloman  (ono  jack). — B. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Water  high,  but  nice  colonr, 
and  if  no  moro  rain  by  30th  iust. , will  bo  A 1.  Can 
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hear  of  no  baps  worthy  of  special  mention.  A fine 
roach  of  lib.  6oz.  was  taken,  amongst  others,  by  Mr. 
Carey,  of  Windsor. — B.  A.  Bambridge. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  very 
mild  weather  which  has  characterised  the  holidays  has 
allowed  full  swing  for  anglers  who  have  been  saving 
themselves  for  them.  Whilst  trolling  for  pike  is  un- 
questionably the  leading  sport,  some  attention  has  been 
paid  to  bottom  fishing,  chiefly  for  roach.  Several  nice 
baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Forty-foot  and  also  on 
drains  in  other  parts.  Deeping  anglers  have  been  well 
employed  on  the  Welland,  and  a good  sprinkling  of 
Spalding  anglers  have  been  on  their  waters.  Some  very 
good  lots  of  pike  are  reported  as  having  come  to  hand 
recently,  and  among  them  have  been  specimens  of  101b. 
and  121b.  A lot  of  visitors  have  come  down  for  a few 
days,  and  the  free  waters  are  receiving  the  most  atten- 
tion.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — The  gale  of  Saturday 
practically  prevented  anything  in  the  way  of  angling 
before  the  holidays  set  in,  but  a fair  number  of  anglers 
were  out  both  on  Christmas  Day  and  Bank  Holiday.  At 
the  time  of  writing  reports  have  not  come  in  of  details, 
but  it  is  stated  that  a goodly  number  have  gone  to  the 
lower  water  after  pike.  Several  local  gentlemen  have 
also  invites  for  private  lakes  during  the  week.  The 
water  is  in  fairly  good  condition,  and  sport  may  be 
varied  by  operations  against  dace  and  roach.  I hear 
that  several  visitors  have  gone  down  to  Hampton  on  the 
Trent  for  sport.— L. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End). — Fishing  here  has  turned  out 
a much  more  satisfactory  affair  during  the  past  week 
than  one  could  well  anticipate.  There  has  been  a 
goodly  number  of  anglers  about,  and  though  the  fish 
have  been  smaller  than  the  average,  the  takes  have  been 
plentiful.  The  Lea  Conservancy  has  posted  up  noticss 
of  the  late  prosecutions  for  eeling  with  night  lines.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known  that  this  mode  of  fishing  is 
really  a double  offence.  Byelaw  11,  Unlawful  Fishing, 
Section  C,  runs  thus  : “ To  fish  for,  or  take,  or  attempt 
to  take  any  fish,  by  using  unbaited  hooks,  or  a wire,  or 
snare,  for  the  purpose  of  foul  hooking,  commonly  called 
snatching  or  snaring,  or  engines  known  as  night  lines  or 
trimmers.  D.  To  fish  for,  or  take,  or  attempt  to  take 
any  fish  except  in  the  daytime,  that  is  to  say,  between 
the  beginning  of  the  last  hour  before  sunrise  and  the 
end  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset.”  Fortunately  the 
time  for  this  is  over,  and  Mr.  Eel  has  betaken  himself  to 
his  winters  quarters  among  the  mud  for  a few  months. 
Becent  results  : Denny,  jack ; Huggins,  perch  ; Lam- 
bert, perch ; Davis,  jack ; Fuller,  perch  and  roach ; 
French,  perch;  Claridge,  roach;  Jas.  Hale,  jack. 
Weather  favourable.  Water  rather  muddy. — F.  Green. 

Lea,  Stort,  &c. — Sport  has  been  poor,  and  shows  of 
fish  few  and  far  between.  At  the  City  Arms,  Totten- 
ham, Messrs.  Phesay  and  Bencher  had  nice  trays  of 
roach.  Mr.  Govant  had  two  jack  and  some  roach. 
During  the  holidays  a fairish  number  of  fishermen  have 
been  out,  but  reports  have  been  difficult  to  obtain. — • 
Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  coloured  again,  and  have  rose  owing  to  the  storms, 
but  they  are  going  down,  and  in  a few  days  should  be  in 
good  order  for  angling.  But  little  angling  has  been 
indulged  in  of  late,  but  there  are  plenty  of  good  grayling 
in  the  rivers.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— River  still  thick  from 
recent  rains,  but  fining  down.  A few  takes  of  roach 
the  last  few  days.  No  jack  are  reported. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  very  thick,  conse- 
quently sport  during  the  holidays  has  been  rather  un- 
satisfactory. Mr.  Fielding,  of  Godmanchester,  has  had 
several  nice  takes  of  roach  with  gentles,  and  here  and 
there  an  odd  pike  or  two  have  been  caught,  but  nothing 
of  any  consequence  has  come  under  my  notice.  By  the 
time  this  is  in  print,  if  the  weather  remains  fine,  the 
water  (which  is  now  clearing  rapidly)  will  be  in  grand 
order. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Sport  has  not  been  good 
during  the  holidays  ; the  water  has  been  out  of  condition  ; 
only  an  odd  one  or  two  has  been  taken  in  the  back- 
waters. By  the  time  this  is  in  print  I think  the  water 
will  be  in  good  condition  again  if  rain  holds  off.  Two 
fine  otters  have  been  killed  near  the  river  in  Brampton 
parish  belonging  to  our  fishing,  one  shot  and  the  other 
killed  by  a dog. — H.  Bout. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nechl. — Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather 
and  the  uncertainty  of  obtaining  good  sport,  we  have 
not  had  so  many  anglers  here  to  visit  us  as  we 
generally  have.  At  the  close  of  last  week  all  these 
streams  were  flooded  for  the  third  time  recently,  but 
at  present  they  are  again  in  fair  condition  for  bottom 
fishing,  and  trolling  is  being  carried  on  with  much 
success,  and  the  same  gentleman  who  captured  the  pike 
last  week  is  still  here,  and  many  more  of  these  depre- 
dators have  fallen  victims  to  his  prowess  with  the  rod 
and  line. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  — The  water  is  now  in 
splendid  colour  for  all  sorts  of  angling,  and  some  good 
takes  will  no  doubt  be  had.  The  river  has  been  too 
much  coloured  for  jack  fishing  during  the  past  week, 
but  as  it  is  now  coming  into  good  condition,  some  good 
sport  is  sure  to  be  had.  Boach  are  not  feeding  very  fast 
at  present — 71b.  or  81b.  per  day  to  a rod  being  about  the 
average.  Saffron  paste  seems  the  most  killing  bait. — W . 
Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Dull 
and  cheerless  has  been  the  weather  during  the  holidays, 
and  many  an  angler  has  preferred  the  comforts  of 
home  in  preference  to  uncertain  sport  at  the  river  side. 
Those  who  visited  the  Arun  met  with  fair  sport,  and 
those  who  tried  for  pike  and  perch  secured  one  pike 


weighing  8Jlb.,  taken  from  near  Billingshurst,  while 
from  the  lower  portions  of  the  water  fish  of  from  61b.  to 
91b.  were  taken.  A few  perch  of  over  lib.  in  weight 
are  notified,  while  roach  fishermen  had  specimens  up 
to  ljlb.  A goodly  number  patronised  the  Ouse,  and 
among  the  pike  landed  was  a fish  of  9Jlb.  from  below 
Fletching,  and  from  the  lower  water  a brace  weighing 
together  14  Jib.  Fair  sport  was  obtained  among  roach. 
At  Chichester  Canal  pike  have  rewarded  anglers  in  the 
Hunston  district. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down  and  is  now  clearing,  but  it  is  not  in  order  for 
angling  at  present.  But  little  fishing  has  been  done  of 
late,  although  some  good  sport  may  be  expected  when 
the  water  clears.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clune,  and  Ledwyche, 
are  all  running  stained,  and  out  of  fishing  order  at 
present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  river  has  been  rising  and 
falling  of  late  owing  to  the  rain,  and  the  prospects  for 
sport  has  been  small.  The  water  is  stained  and  out  of 
order  for  fly,  and  but  little  fishing  has  been  done  in  it. 
Sport  will  be  good  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  Rea, 
Kyra,  and  Ledwyche,  are  all  stained. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Trent  anglers  have  been  dis- 
appointed during  the  week,  the  water,  as  I anticipated, 
containing  too  much  colour  for  success,  but  Newark 
fishermen  have  been  busy  in  the  private  waters  and  the 
Devon.  From  a noted  lake  on  Thursday  last  Mr. 
Walter  King  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Betts  nut  with  rare  sport 
amongst  the  pike,  securing  over  forty,  the  number 
taken  away  being  limited  to  three  fish  to  each  rod, 
resulting  in  Mr.  Betts’s  weighing  321b.  (best  just  over 
121b.)  and  Mr.  King’s  221b.  From  the  Devon  yesterday 
(Wednesday)  Mr.  James  Shepherd  landed  a magnificent 
pike,  weighing  151b.  2oz.,  and  the  same  has  been  sent  to 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of  London,  for  preservation  ; 
and  from  a backwater  at  Averham  Weirs  I took  half  a 
dozen  with  live  baits.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  quiet, 
though  a few  dace  and  roach  have  been  taken  with 
gentles  and  worms,  Mr.  G.  H.  White  securing  best 
roach  from  the  Devon,  weighiug  rather  over  lib.  Many 
anglers  are  out  to-day  (Thursday),  and  results  shall  be 
given  next  week. — Trentsider. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — Things  have  become 
busy  again  on  the  Witham  from  an  angling  point  of 
view.  The  accounts  of  success  this  season,  and  the 
extremely  mild  weather  for  Christmas,  have  induced  a 
good  many  to  turn  out  for  sport.  A good  show  of 
visitors  have  put  in  an  appearance.  It  is  too  early  to 
receive  definite  results  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  it 
may  be  said  the  water  has  been  in  good  trim,  and  pro- 
spects are  favourable.  The  gale  of  Saturday  was  very 
severely  felt  on  the  Witham,  the  wind  sweeping  down 
stream  with  immense  force.  At  Langrick  the  ferryboat 
was  capsized  and  the  ferryman  drowned.  At  times  it 
appeared  as  though  the  gale  would  tear  the  water  bodily 
from  the  river  bed,  and  on  the  banks  much  damage  was 
done.  Angling  was  out  of  the  question,  but  it  was  sur- 
prising how  quickly  things  settled  down  after  the 
cyclone  had  passed. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— There  has  been 
no  fishing  on  the  Wye  during  the  past  week.  The 
Derwent  is  in  capital  trim  for  bottom  fishing,  and  a 
few  small  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  taken  by  some  of 
the  numerous  anglers  who  have  been  out.  The  Belper 
Angling  Association  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a lease 
of  the  Derwent  from  Ambergate  to  Belper,  a length  of 
three  or  four  miles.  This  water  has  hitherto  been 
closed  to  the  public.  There  is  a good  stock  of  coarse 
fish  in  this  length,  and  some  trout  and  grayling. 
Weather  very  mild  ; some  frosts  would  improve  gray- 
ling fishing. — Dotterel. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Aldeburgh-on-Sea. — The  abnormally  high  tide  of 
Saturday  night  last,  consequent  on  a strong  “nor’- 
wester,”  when  sea  and  river  met  at  Slanghden  Quay, 
caused  considerable  damage,  and  flooded  the  marshes 
and  all  low-lying  parts  to  an  alarming  extent.  Fishing 
operations  were  temporarily  interrupted,  but  in  the 
intervals  since,  between  discussing  “ roast  beef  and 
plum  pudding,”  “romping  under  the  mistletoe,”  and 
“ sampling  special  Scotch,”  &c.,  anglers  and  fishermen 
have  done  comparatively  good  business  for  a broken 
week.  Several  amateurs  and  visitors  have  made  capital 
bags  from  the  shore  with  “ tipple-tows  ” in  the  bay  ; 
codling  and  flat  fish  being  well  on  the  feed  with  “ sprat.” 
whelk,  and  “ lug  ” baits.  With  much  colder  and  more 
seasonable  weather  this  (Thursday)  morning,  sport — 
both  fishing  and  shooting— looks  decidedly  more  pro- 
mising.— G.  A.  W.  [Our  correspondent  at  Aldeburgh- 
on-Sea  (Mr.  G.  A.  Whistler)  will  gladly  give  every  in- 
formation and  advice  as  to  fishing  and  shooting  to  intend- 
ing visitors  on  application.] 

Deal. — The  strong  gales  experienced  of  late  naturally 
put  a stop  to  sea  angling  in  the  Channel  for  a few  days, 
but  now  the  water  has  become  tolerably  clear  anglers 
have  done  fairly  well,  one  boat  bringing  in  thirty-two 
codfish  and  three  score  fine  whiting,  the  total  weight 
being  2cwt.  601b.  Mr.  Frank  Herring,  too,  has  had  good 
sport,  and  also  Mr.  George  Brook  and  his  son  were  well 
rewarded  with  a good  catch  of  fine  fish.  Intending 
anglers  will  do  well  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Hanger, 
the  society’s  agent  at  Deal,  or  to  the  office  at  66,  Hay- 
market,  London. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent  British 
Sea  Anglers’  Society). 

Fowey  (Cornwall) — Although  the  season  for  sea 
angling,  so  far  as  comfort  and  pleasure  are  concerned, 
closed  some  weeks  ago,  it  may  interest  some  of  your 
readers  to  know  of  the  kind  of  sport  we  had  during  the 
autumn  months  of  August  and  September  last.  Mr. 
C , of  London,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Thomas  Grose 


(one  of  our  local  boatmen),  took  over  2000  whiting,  over 
250  mackerel,  about  200  gurnard,  some  540  bream,  over 
100  pollack,  besides  miscellaneous  fish,  including  over 
forty  shark. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  gales  that  we  have  been  having  not 
only  here  but  all  over  England  and  Ireland,  have  sadly 
interfered  with  fishing  of  all  kinds,  and  trawlers  and 
boats  have  been  coming  in  with  sails  blown  away, 
masts  blown  out  of  them,  trawls  lost,  and  nets  carried 
adrift ; such  havoc  we  have  not  known  for  years,  and 
this  coming  at  Christmas  time,  when  they  all  look 
forward  to  a few  days  rest  and  a little  extra  luxury,  is 
indeed  bard  lines  for  some  of  the  fishermen.  Bass, 
smelt,  and  mullet  are  still  to  be  bad  when  the  weather 
serves,  but  fishermen  are  engaged  in  other  matters  at 
this  time  of  the  year;  next  week  I expect  they  will 
settle  down  to  work  again. — William  Hearder. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland  Rivers. — The  Dfe  has  been  in 
great  flood  since  Friday  night  and  Saturday’s  gale,  but 
is  now  settling  down.  Such  a sudden  flood  must  have 
been  very  damaging  to  the  spawning  beds,  and  has  for 
the  nonce  upset  all  calculations.  It  is  fifteen  years  ago 
since  such  a disastrous  hurricane  swept  over  the 
country.  The  damage  done  along  the  rivers  banks  is 
considerable,  especially  where  growing  timber  has  been 
blown.  With  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  an  impetus 
will  be  given  to  anglingmatters.  Meantime,  the  letting 
of  waters  goes  on  apace,  and  many  old  hands  have  fixed 
up  their  old  quarters  for  the  coming  spring. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — The  exceedingly  open  weather 
at  present  enjoyed  on  the  Borders,  although  not  con- 
ducive to  the  general  health,  is  all  that  could  be 
desired  by  those  who  care  to  follow  out  the  gentle  art, 
and  the  rivers  were  for  the  past  week,  up  to  Saturday 
last,  running  in  capital  volume.  As  a natural  conse- 
quence of  the  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  that 
occurred  at  the  end  of  the  week,  however,  both  Tweed 
and  Teviot  have  been  in  heavy  flood,  the  Tweedometer 
at  Kelso  Bridge  registering  a rise  of  fully  7ft.  above 
the  normal  level,  this  being  the  heaviest  flood  we  have 
experienced  all  the  year,  and  it  is  most  unfortunate  that 
such  a rise  didnot  take  place  duringthe  month  of  Oetober 
so  far  as  the  salmon  fishings  were  concerned.  A good 
many  Waltonians  have  been  out  during  the  past  ten 
days  on  both  streams,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last 
some  very  fair  takes  of  common  trout  were  got  with 
worm,  several  of  the  weights  being  from  21b.  up  to  3£lb., 
and  one  basket  that  I saw  contained  elevr-n  trout  and 
three  grayling,  and  the  lot  pulled  the  scale  at  51b.  The 
most  of  the  trout  killed  have  been  taken  from  the  Tweed 
although  one  or  two  were  also  taken  from  the  Teviot 
On  the  latter  river  one  angler  had  a bull  trout  of  3Jlb. 
and  another  one  of  41b.,  on  Monday  last.  A good  deal 
of  poaching  is  at  present  going  on  in  both  rivers,  and 
during  the  present  week  in  the  Kelso  district  a good 
many  illegally  taken  salmon  have  been  on  sale,  the 
poachers’  prices  being  from  3d.  to  4d.  per  lb.  At  this 
season  spawning  salmon  should  be  seen  on  the  “ redds  ” 
here  in  great  numbers,  but  up  to  the  present  time  their 
scarcity  is  the  theme  of  conversation  amongst  anglers  of 
all  classes.  A few,  however,  have  come  up  with  the 
late  flood,  and  as  the  weather  is  propitious,  these  fish 
will  have  a fair  opportunity  of  putting  down  their  ova 
before  more  severe  weather  sets  in. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Connaught  Rivers. —The  spawning  season  is 
practically  over  in  the  Corrib  and  its  tributaries.  The 
numbers  of  salmon  on  the  redds  were  large.  On  Lough 
Conn  and  Lough  Cullen  pike  fishing  was  pretty  good 
last  week  while  the  mild  weather  lasted.  Mr.  C.  Percy 
had  seven  pike,  111b.,  111b.,  131b  , 161b.,  191b.,  201b.,  and 
231b.;  while  Mr.  F.  Hunton  had  five  fish,  91b.,  111b., 
151b.,  171b.,  and  281b.  The  season  opens  on  the  Corrib 
and  its  tributaries  on  Feb.  1. — J.  A.  Barlowe. 


THE  BRITON’S  ATTITUDE  ABROAD. 

The  game  of  the  Briton  in  a foreign  land  is  ever  the 
same.  It  changes  not  from  generation  unto  generation. 
Bid  him  to  the  feast  and  set  before  him  all  your  wealth 
of  cellar  and  garner.  Spread  before  him  the  meat,  heap 
up  for  him  the  fruits  of  the  season.  Weigh  down  the 
board  with  every  vegetable  that  the  gardener’s  art  can 
bring  to  perfection  in  or  out  of  its  time— white  potatoes, 
sweet  potatoes,  lima  beans,  string  beans,  fresh  peas, 
sweet  corn,  lettuce,  cauliflower,  Brussels  sprouts, 
tomatoes,  musk  melons,  and  water  melons — all  you  will — 
no  word  will  you  hear  from  him  till  he  has  looked  over 
the  whole  assortment  and  discovered  that  yon  have  not 
the  vegetable  marrow  and  that  you  do  not  raise  it. 
Then  will  be  break  forth  and  cry  out  for  his  vegetable 
marrow.  All  these  things  are  as  naught  to  him  if  he 
cannot  have  his  vegetable  marrow,  and  he  will  tell  you 
about  the  exceeding  goodness  and  rarity  of  the  vege- 
table marrow,  until  you  will  figure  it  in  your  mind  like 
unto  the  famous  mangostoen  fruit  of  the  Malay  Penin- 
sula, he  who  once  eats  whereof  tastes  never  again  any 
other  fruit  of  the  earth,  finding  them  all  as  dust  and 
ashes  by  the  side  of  the  mangosteen. 

That  is  to  say,  this  will  happen  unless  you  have  eaten 
of  the  vegetable  marrow,  and  have  the  presence  of  mind 
to  recall  lo  the  Briton’s  memory  the  fact  that  it  is  nothing 
but  a second  choice  summer  squash  ; after  which  the 
meal  will  proceed  in  silence. — From  “ The  Story  of  a 
Path,”  by  H.  C.  Bunner,  in  the  Christmas  number  of 
Scribner's  Magazine. 


A very  pious  old  gentleman  told  his  sons  not  to  go, 
under  any  circumstances,  a-fisbing  on  the  Sabbath  ; but 
if  they  did,  by  all  means  to  bring  home  some  fish. 


goo 
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A BANQUET  AND  PRESENTATION. 

Athens,  Pa. 

Editor  American  field,— A jolly  crowd,  comprising 
members  of  Uio  Fish  Club,  tho  Rod  and  Gun  Club,  and 
prominent  citizens  of  this  place,  mot  at  the  spacious 
parlours  of  tho  Hotel  Stimson  tho  night  of  Thanksgiving 
I>ay  to  assist  in  a farowoll  bauqnot  and  prosontation  to 
their  friend  Mr.  Eugene  W.  Davies,  who  has  boon 
ongaged  in  business  hero  for  several  years,  but  now 
moves  to  Everott,  Wash.,  to  take  up  his  abode. 

Mr.  Davies  is  a true  sportsman  in  every  senso  of  the 
word,  and  if  you  aro  “with  him”  one  half  ho  has  is 
yours.  , ... 

A more  skilful  fly-caster  and  fishorman  does  not  live 
in  this  State,  and  a keener  sportsman  and  oraek  shot  in 
tho  field  cannot  bo  found.  He  has  been  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Fish  Club  for  several  years,  and  also  held 
tho  office  of  president  of  tho  Gun  Club,  until  one  day  a 
mooting  was  called  to  elect  officers  for  tho  following 
year.  No  one  but  Mr.  Davies  attended,  as  everyone 
seemed  satisfied  with  the  present  officers  and  desired  no 
ohange  However,  Mr.  Davies  called  mooting  to 
order,  and  elected  a now  president  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. Thcio  was  considerable  kicking  among  tho 
members,  and  a protest  was  filed ; but  as  nothing  was 
found  in  the  bye-laws  to  overrule  this  it  had  to  stand. 

Herewith  are  the  menu  for  the  banquet  and  the  pre- 
sentation programme: — 

MENU. 

SOUP. 

“ Canadian  Club.”  “ Blue  Star.”  “ Old  Pepper.” 

PISH. 

Black  Bass  with  “ Helgamite  ” Sauce. 

Yellow  Bass  with  “ Old  Brown  ” Sauce. 

Rock  Bass  with  “ Dorie  ” Sauce. 

Calico  Bass  with  “ Dude  ” Sauce. 

Bottled  Bass  with  “ Cookie  ” Sauce. 

(All  the  above  to  be  taken  with  an  “ Automatic.”) 

MEATS. 

Baked  “ Scarlet  Ibis  ” on  No.  2 Sproat. 

Boilfd  “ Raven  ” with  “ Rube  Wood  ” Sauce. 
Sirloin  of  “Yellow  Belle”  with  Low  Neck  and  Short 

Sleeves. 

Broiled  “ Henshall  ” with  Peacock  Hurl. 
Roast  “ Ducklets  ” with  “ Ultimatums.” 

Smothered  “ Buckwheatabs  ” with  No  Odah. 
And  All  Take  One  with  “ Old  Man  D.” 

COLD. 

“ Fish  Tail  Croft  Punch  ’’—Mixed  by  “Canny.” 
PRESENTATION  PROGRAMME. 


DUET 

On  the  Banks  of  “ Old  Siwash  ” Jim  and  K. 

ORATION 

“ Those  Hard  Times  ” Windy 

ESSAY 

“ Hurrah  for  the  Bloody  Third  ” F.  G.  S. 

“Caning”  By  the  “ Dude  ” 

« Imbibing  ” By  the  “ Boys  ” 

SOLO 

“ Little  Ah  Cid  ” “ Bully  ” 

CLOG 

“ Take  One  Yourself  ” “ Cookie  ” 


“Canny”  will  now  make  a “Cast”  in  his  most 
impressive  style. 

“ Bully  ” will  run  with  the  line,  but  the  Automatic 
will  land  him. 

SPEECH 

“ Where  Am  I at  ? ” “ Old  Man  D ” 

“ Cookie  ” will  replenish  the  glasses  with  aqua  pura 
from  the  Susquehanna  with  a Chemung  collar. 

SOLO 

“ The  Hammerless  Son  of  a Gun  ” “ Slim  ” 

“ Duckie  ” will  now  do  the  “ Slide  for  Life.” 

After  the  “ Leader  ” gives  the  “ Tip,”  the  “Butt’’  of 

an  “ Alltomato,”  we  will  break  camp  and  “ Reel  ” 
for  home. 

“ Farewell  (’Gene),  and  if  for  ever,  still  for  ever  fare 
thee  well.” 

Mr.  Davies  was  presented  with  a handsome  gold- 
headed cane,  appropriately  inscribed,  and  a beautiful 
steel  fly-rod.  As  he  jointed  the  latter  article  (tip  first) 
and  balanced  it  in  his  hand  he  could  not  refrain  from 
exclaiming  : 

“ That  is  the  dandy  of  them  all,”  and  everyone  wished 
that  he  would  catch  salmon  five  feet  long.  Some  of  the 
dishes  were  purely  local,  and  well  served  by  that  chef 
and  artist  “ Duckie.” 

Presentation  speeches  were  made  by  “Canny”  and 
“ The  Dude,”  and  when  they  had  finished  there  was  not 
a dry  tear  in  the  house.  By  a mistake  a waiter  brought 
in  a pitcher  of  ice  water,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered 
he  had  to  have  police  protection  to  escape  from  the 
banquet  hall.  “ Windy  ” was  appointed  toastmaster, 
and  he  performed  his  task  with  great  satisfaction  ; 
although  he  lost  his  place  in  the  programme  several 
times  he  always  found  it  again  by  beginning  over  and 
going  on  through ; and  everyone  “ responded  ” as 
before. 

After  a most  enjoyable  evening  tho  party  dissolved, 
and  all  wished  Mr.  Davies  a fond  farewell,  best  wishes 
for  a safe  journey,  and  success  in  his  new  home.  The 
sportsmen  of  Everett  will  be  fortunate  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  so  popular  a man,  and  will  find  Eugene 
W.  Davies  “ a halo  fellow  well  met.” 

One  of  His  Friends. 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  tho  Aquarium  next  year 
— in  March  and  April — bids  fair  to  he  a great  success. 
Messrs.  Hardy,  Bernard,  and  other  firms  of  repute 
have  already  taken  their  spaces,  and,  encouraged  by  last 
year’s  results,  have  considerably  enlarged  their  stands. 


DOCTOR  LOBSTER. 

A perch  who  had  tho  toothache,  once 
Thus  moan’d,  like  any  human  dunce  : 

“ Why  must  great  souls  exhaust  so  soon 
Life’s  thin  and  unsubstantial  boon  ? 

Existence  on  such  sculpin  terms, 

Their  vulgar  loves  and  hard-won  worms, 

What  is  it  all  but  dross  to  me, 

Whose  nature  craves  a larger  sea  ; 

Whose  inches,  six  from  head  to  tail, 

Enclose  the  spirit  of  a whale  ; 

Who,  if  great  baits  were  still  to  win, 

By  watchful  eye  and  fearless  fin, 

Might  with  the  Zodiac’s  awful  twain 
Room  for  a third  immortal  gain  ? 

Better  the  crowd’s  unthinking  plan, 

The  hook,  the  jerk,  the  frying  pan  ! 

0 Death,  thou  ever  roaming  shark, 

Engulf  me  in  eternal  dark  ! ” 

The  speech  was  cut  in  two  by  flight ; 

A real  shark  had  come  in  sight ; 

No  metaphoric  monster,  one 
It  sooths  despair  to  call  upon, 

But  stealthy,  sidelong,  grim,  I wis, 

A bit'bf  downright  Nemesis  ; 

While  it  recovered  from  the  shock, 

Our  fish  took  shelter  ’neath  a rock : 

This  was  an  ancient  lobster’s  house, 

A lobster  of  prodigious  nous, 

So  old  that  barnacles  had  spread 
Their  white  encampments  o’er  its  head, 

And  of  experience  so  stnpend, 

His  claws  were  blunted  at  the  end, 

Turning  life’s  iron  pages  o’er, 

That  shut  and  can  be  oped  no  more. 

Stretching  a hospitable  claw, 

“ At  once,”  said  he,  “the  point  I saw  ; 

My  dear  young  friend,  your  case  I rue, 

Your  great-great-grandfather  I knew  ; 

He  was  a tried  and  tender  friend 

1 know — I ate  him  in  the  end  : 

In  this  vile  sea  a pilgrim  long, 

Still  my  sight’s  good,  my  memory  strong  ; 

The  only  sign  that  age  is  near 
Is  a slight  deafness  in  this  ear  ; 

I understand  your  case  as  well 
As  this  my  old  familiar  shell  : 

This  sorrow’s  a new-fangled  notion, 

Come  in  since  first  I knew  the  ocean  ; 

We  had  no  radicals,  nor  crimes, 

Nor  lobster-pots  in  good  old  times  : 

Your  traps  and  nets  and  hooks  we  owe 
To  Messieurs  Louis  Blanc  and  Co.  ; 

I say  to  all  my  sons  and  daughters, 

Shun  Red  Republican  hot  waters ; 

No  lobster  ever  cast  his  lot 
Among  the  reds,  but  went  to  pot ; 

Your  troubles  in  the  jaw,  you  said  ? 

Come,  let  me  just  nip  off  your  head, 

And,  when  a Lew  one  comes,  the  pain 
Will  never  trouble  you  again  ; 

Nay,  nay,  fear  naught,  ’tis  nature’s  law  ; 

Four  times  I’ve  lost  this  starboard  claw  ; 

And  still,  ere  long,  another  grew, 

Good  as  the  old — and  better,  too  ! ” 

The  perch  consented,  and  next  day 
An  osprey,  marketing  that  way, 

Picked  up  a fish  without  a head, 

Floating  with  belly  up,  stone  dead. 

Moral. 

Sharp  are  the  teeth  of  ancient  saws, 

And  sauce  for  goose  is  gander's  sauce  ; 

But  perch’s  heads  aren’t  lobster’s  claws. 

James  Russell  Lowell. 


THE  JOHANNIS  COMPANY  LIMITED. 

A novel  Christmas  souvenir  is  issued  by  the  Johannis 
Company  to  their  customers — one  which  ought  to  tempt 
many  to  become  customers  who  hitherto  have  not  sought 
the  beneficial  influence  of  the  Zollhaus  waters,  which 
the  company  supply  for  digestive  purposes.  The 
novelty  consists  of  sets  of  Johannis  Fancy  Costume 
Cards,  which  are  eight  in  number  (for  each  set).  If  we 
read  the  announcement  aright,  the  sets  may  be  had  on 
written  application  to  the  office  of  the  company,  25, 
Regent-street,  London. 


PRINTERS’  INK. 

This  little  book  of  forty-eight  pages  is  published  in 
New  York,  and  also  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Sears,  138,  Fleet- 
street,  London.  Its  object  is  to  keep  the  world  in  up- 
to-date  acquaintance  with  journalistic  literature  and 
public  wants  of  all  kinds.  It  is  in  its  11th  volume,  and 
the  23rd  number  of  that  volume.  May  it  flourish. 


After  the  Children’s  Party. — Pater:  “Why, 
Cissy,  where  did  you  find  this  tin  box?”  Cissy  : “In 
the  cupboard  with  your  fishing  tackle,  Dad  ; It  was  full 
of  lovely-looking  gelatines,  so  I put  thorn  on  the  Christ- 
mas tree,  and  mo  and  Tom  and  Gerty  and  the  other 
children  ate  them  all ; but  they  were  not  so  very  good 
though.”  Then  ensues  an  ominous  silonce,  whioh  is 
broken  by  Mater  inquiring.  “ What  in  the  world  liavo 
the  children  been  eating,  James?”  Pater:  “ Only  my 
stock  of  artificial  worms ! ” 


THE  IMPERIAL  AND  ASIATIC 
QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 

Doubtless  there  are  very  many  people  in  this 
country  whose  friends  and  commercial  interests  lie  in 
the  Eastern  Hemisphere.  Shippers,  merchants,  travel- 
lers, and  families  whose  sons  are  numerous  in  India, 
Japan,  China,  &c.,  will  read  with  much  interest  this 
quarterly  issue,  whioh  contains  212  pages  of  sterling 
articles  on  matters  relating  to  subjects  in  various  parts 
of  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain. 
Among  the  twenty-three  authors  who  contribute  special 
articles  may  be  found  the  names  of  Sir  E.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett,  M.P.,  Sir  Roper  Le’.hbridge,  the  Right 
Rev.  Monseigneur  Prof.  C.  De  Harlez,  Dr.  Leitner, 
Major  Ravesty,  &c.  There  is  also  abundance  of  “ news,” 

“ reports,”  “ correspondence,”  and  “ notes  ” on 
many  matters  of  deep  interest.  As  a specimen  of  the 
up-to-date  character  of  this  Quarterly,  the  following 
extract  from  “Japanese  New  Year’s  Wishes  and  Sym- 
bols” (just  at  a time  when  the  war  in  Korea  is  exercis- 
ing public  attention)  will  be  interesting  : “ In  those 
eastern  lands,  where  cessation  from  toil  once  in  seven 
days  is  not  established  as  a religious  institution,  many 
festivals  are  set  apart  during  the  round  of  seasons  for 
the  purpose  of  recreation  and  rest.  . . . Particularly 
in  Korea  and  Japan,  great  preference  is  given  to  the 
New  Year.  . . . InKorea  no  work  is  done  for  three 

days  prior  to  the  New  Year,  or  for  many  days  after- 
wards, except  what  is  necessary  for  the  erection 
and  display  of  house  decorating.  . . . The 

Japanese  are  foni  of  beginning  life  anew,  over 
and  over  again,  of  making  fresh  starts,  stimulating 
the  heart  to  renewed  efforts,  and  in  this  the  Koreans 
follow  them  . . . Temples  are  visited,  friends 

entertained  and  looked  up,  all  misunderstandings  and 
disagreements  willingly  forgotten.  . . . This  is 

extended  to  prisoners  who  are  detained  for  slight 
offences,  who  are  permitted  to  enjoy  several  days’ 
leave  ...  In  Korea,  the  most  important  ceremony 
observed  is  the  sacrifice  at  the  shrines  of  departed 
ancestors.  Unstinted  incense  must  be  offered,  with 
prolonged  prayer  and  patient  prostrations,  and  all  due 
and  becoming  reverence  must  be  exhibited.  . . . 

Many  games,  such  as  kite-flying,  battledore  and 
shuttlecock,  &c.,  are  institutions  of  Eastern  life.  On 
New  Year’s  Eve  a kettle  containing  beans  to  boil  is 
placed  over  the  fire,  and  the  family  party  sit  round  to 
eat  their  years.  According  to  the  age  of  the  member, 
so  is  the  contents  of  the  kettle  apportioned.  ...  So 
universal  is  merry-making,  fun,  festivity,  and  frolic  that 
the  word  shi,  which  signifies  death,  is  never  allowed  to 
uttered.” — Published  at  Oriental  University  Institute, 
Wokinq.  


THE  LONDON  ANGLER. 

By  Dick  Dodge. 

(Waltonian  Angling  Society.) 

( Tune  “Village  Blacksmith.”) 

Beneath  a shady  willow  tree  the  silent  angler  stands, 

Tho’  eager  still,  and  quiet  is  he — as  quick  with  eye  and 
hands, 

The  rod  rests  lightly  on  his!  arm,  ’tis  bound  with  many 
bands ; 

His  hair-line  long,  tho’  light,  is  strong — in  colour  like 
the  tan  ; 

He’ll  fill  his  nets  with  what  he  gets — for  he’ll  catch 
whate’er  he  can  ; 

The  hues  of  health  are  in  his  face — he  looks  and  feels  a 
man. 

Each  week  he’s  out  with  the  dawn  of  light,  when  the 
soft  south  wind  doth  blow, 

With  his  rod  and  pack  upon  his  back,  he  starts  at  a 
pace,  not  slow 

So  eager  for  the  coming  day  to  cease  when  the  sun  is 
low. 

He  tramps  along  the  dusty  road,  then  stops  at  the  old 
inn  door, 

One  grateful  draught,  then  on  again — for  he  hears  the 
weir’s  wild  roar, 

And  sees  the  sparkling  riplets  glide  and  shine  like  a 
silvr’y  floor. 

On  Sunday  to  the  stream  he  goes,  sometimes  he  takes 
his  boys, 

That  they  may  hear  the  wild  bird’s  song  and  know  each 
warbler’s  voice, 

As,  guiding  them  with  rod  and  line,  how  their  young 
hearts  rejoice 

To  see  the  dangling  glit’ring  prize — to  them  it’s 
Paradise  ; 

They  cannot  think  of  aught  besides  as  on  tho  bank  it  lies, 

The  father’s  weloome  praise  brings  tears  of  gladness  to 
their  eyes. 

Trolling  joyfully,  hopefully  along  tho  stroam  he  goes, 

And  many  a noble  fish  ho’ll  land  beforo  tho  evening’s 
close, 

Then,  weary  with  tho  long  day  out,  ho’ll  weloome  swoot 
repose. 


December  29,  1894] 


THE  PET  GRAYLING  OF  THE  DALE. 

The  Duke’s  Arms  was  the  best  hostelry  in  the  Dale, 

or  the  simple  reason  that  it  was  the  only  one.  It  was 
What  is  sometimes  called  a season  honse,  resembling 
other  such  establishments  in  the  dulness  of  its  winter 
months,  but  differing  from  most  tourist  halting  places  of 
the  kind  in  that  the  landlord  had  not  got  into  the 
modern  fashion  of  making  the  summer  guests  pay  three 
times  too  much,  to  compensate  for  the  absent  customers 
of  the  ofF  season.  It  was,  however,  rather  because  of  its 
seclusion  that  Mr.  Bellew  Dunn  went  there  to  spend  the 
latter  fortnight  of  a certain  not  very  remote  December, 
and  because  he  knew  the  Duke’s  Arms  as  a favourite 
and  long-established  resort  of  anglers.  It  had  been  that 
certainly  from  the  days  of  Charles  Cotton,  and  on  a 
diamond-shaped  pane  of  the  glass  of  an  ivy-shaded 
dormer  window  there  was  a venerable  scratching  that 
was  said  to  have  been  made  by  that  gentleman  himself. 
Trout  fishers  frequented  the  place  in  numbers  in  the 
summer,  but  no  brother  of  the  angle  in  search  of  quiet 
and  comfort  would  think  of  making  one  of  the  casual 
crowd,  for  any  length  of  time  between  May  and 
September. 

The  river  of  the  Dale  was  noted  for  its  grayling  as 
well  as  trout,  but,  whatever  they  may  do  in  their  club- 
dinner  speeches  and  in  their  written  chronioles  of 
adventures,  there  are  but  a few  anglers  who  fish  for 
grayling  long  after  Michaelmas.  It  is  only  the 
enthusiast,  the  true-born  sportsman,  who  goes  out  on 
the  cold  short  days  of  December  and  January,  and 
perseveres,  in  all  winds  and  weathers,  with  his  angle. 
Mr.  B.  Dunn,  though  an  angler  of  long  experience  and 
matured  skill,  did  not,  at  the  period  we  have  now  to  deal 
with,  sojourn  in  the  Dale  for  fishing ; at  least,  that  was 
not  his  primary  object.  He  had  been  overworked  and 
run  down,  and  wanted  a spell  of  absolute  idleness,  under 
conditions  where  there  would  be  no  one  to  bother  him. 
The  little  sitting-room  overlooking  the  moorlands  was  all 
his  own  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  very  cheerful  it  was, 
with  its  fire  of  oak  logs  blazing  from  morning  till  night, 
the  old-fashioned  Pembroke  table  brought  up  to  the 
window  in  a position  that  allowed  the  light  to  fall  over 
his  left  shoulder,  and  the  certainty  that  he  might  leave 
all  his  papers  and  books  about  without  fear  of  meddling 
by  waiter  or  some  intruding  customer.  There  was  no 
other  house  within  a mile,  and  no  village  within  two 
miles  of  the  Duke’s  Arms,  and  when  Mr.  B.  D.  felt 
inclined  to  talk  to  his  fellow  men,  there  were  only  the 
landlord  his  son,  and  Sands,  the  keeper,  in  general 
stock.  A middle-aged  farmer — one  Bibery — used  to  ride 
that  way  pretty  often,  leave  his  rough  cob  in  the  stable 
at  the  rear  of  the  kitchen,  and  devote  himself  to  church- 
warden pipe  and  a locally  famous  brand  of  mulled  ale 
on  the  lines  of  a recipe  which  he  claimed  as  his  own. 

Mr.  Bellew  Dunn  was  not  long  in  discovery  that  the 
leading  trend  of  conversation,  whenever  it  turned  on 
fishing,  was  towards  a certain  big  grayling  of  the  Dale. 
It  was  always  referred  to  in  terms  of  just  such  familiarity 
as  one  applies  to  a popular  character,  who,  being  merely 
mentioned,  need  not  be  further  defined.  All  the  rest 
went  without  saying.  The  assumption  was  that  every- 
body possessed  the  rudimentary  knowledge  of  the  big 
grayling.  Mr.  Dunn,  after  a day  or  two  in  his  shell, 
crept  out  and  fell  into  the  habit  of  taking  his  evening 
pipe  on  the  dark,  massive,  seat  worn  old  settle  in  the 
tip-room,  which  had  been  allowed  to  remain  practically 
in  its  primitive  simplicity.  Here  he  soon  got  the 
history  of  the  grayling. 

The  keeper  evidently  considered  himself  the  custodian 
not  only  of  its  folklore,  but  of  the  famous  fish  itself 
and,  in  short,  the  legend  was  that,  at  a specified  bend  of 
the  river,  there  had  existed,  so  long  as  anyone  could 
remember,  a grayling  that  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  41b.  It  had  been  often  seen,  and  the  estimate  was 
accepted  like  gospel.  The  ordinary  grayling  of  this 
stream  were  large  at  1 Jib. , and  when  people  talked  of  a 
41b.  denizen  it  was  meant  to  convey  the  idea  of  an 
unheard  of,  if  not  almost  impossible,  limit.  Neither  the 
landlord,  nor  his  son,  nor  Sands  had  ever  heard  of  any- 
thing more  stupendous.  On  this  head  Mr.  Dunn  offered 
suggestions,  and  it  was  because  of  the  deferential  atten- 
tion paid  to  his  imparted  information  concerning  the 
reputed  monsters  of  continental  waters,  and  the  more  or 
less  authentic  records  of  4Jlb.  and  even  51b.  grayling  in 
England,  that  he  found  himself  becoming  at  last  as  much 
interested  in  this  grayling  of  the  Dale  as  any  of  his 
I hearers.  He  certainly  sent  for  his  rod,  flies,  and  wading 
trousers,  anc  determined,  if  there  should  be  a suitable 
day  during  his  visit,  to  try  for  the  fish  which,  it  was 
believed,  could  never  be  caught. 

At  first  the  weather  was  wet  and  most  unseasonably 
mild ; there  were  polyanthuses  and  other  flowf-rs 
abloom,  and  everything  promised  a green,  churchyard- 
filling Christmas.  But  suddenly  one  night,  with  a 
change  of  moon,  the  wind  veered  round  into  the  nor’- 
. nor’-west,  and  honest  winter  set  in,  not  as  it  so  often 
does  with  two  or  three  white  frosts,  but  with  a deter- 
; mined  black  one  from  the  very  commencement.  The 
water,  therefore,  in  a short  time  got  below  its  average 
level,  and  ran  in  its  pristine  clearness.  For  a whole 
I week  the  sun  shone,  and  in  the  midday  hours,  after 
j getting  through  his  correspondence  and  some  arrears  of 
I entry  that  he  had  brought  with  him,  Mr.  Dunn  devoted 
f himself  to  a systematic  study  of  the  river, 
i He  began  by  inviting  Sands  to  show  him  the  home  of 
| the  big  grayling.  This  was  quite  a mile  and  a half  up 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


stream  from  the  Duke’s  Arms.  It  was  amongst  the 
most  picturesque  scenery,  and  where  the  hoary  rocks, 
with  all  the  signs  of  centuries  of  weather,  frowned  upon 
the  stream.  Past  the  parsonage,  about  a mile  on  the  way, 
they  went  through  a kind  of  gorge,  where  the  deep  black 
current  was  confined  within  limestone  walls  that  were 
not  more  than  ten  yards  apart.  The  other  side  of  a 
plantation  of  larches,  some  distance  further,  they  found 
the  river  at  its  normal  average  of  twenty-five  yards. 
Then  it  began  to  widen  out  after  the  manner  of  a 
bottle,  and  for  a couple  of  furlongs  it  expanded  to  a 
broad  sheet  of  quite  fifty  yards  from  shore  to  shore. 
There  was  a prominent  cliff,  not  of  rock  but 
of  marl,  on  the  side  where  the  footpath  lay,  and, 
halting  here  amidst  the  hollies,  mountain  ashes,  and 
an  undergrowth  that  grew  over  the  very  edge  of  the 
top,  Sands  pointed  down  and  said,  “ That’s  where  he 
lives,  sir.”  The  river  ran,  as  near  as  could  be  guessed, 
40ft.  below  this  bank,  which  was  precipitous,  and  it 
seemed  possible  that  the  big  grayling — if  this  was  his 
haunt— had  seldom  been  fished  for.  The  only  way  of 
reaching  him,  apparently,  was  from  the  other  side, 
where,  it  is  true,  the  ground  was  reasonably  sloping, 
though  there  was  a good  deal  of  foliage  from  trees  and 
bushes  to  be  avoided.  As  Mr.  Dunn  saw  at  a glance,  it 
would  require  a cast  of  little  less  than  fifty  yards  to 
reach  the  fish  with  a fly-rod.  Operating,  therefore, 
from  that  position  was  pronounced  out  of  the  question, 
and,  as  fora  boat,  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  district. 
The  water  bad  been  from  the  outset  represented  by  both 
the  landlord  and  Sands  as  very  deep. 

In  this  sombre,  slowly  gliding  pool,  the  stream,  such 
as  it  was,  meandered  round  past  the  point  where  the 
fish  lay,  leaving  a contracted  lay-by  under  the  rock.  It 
was  a space  of  harbourage  that  might  have  been  covered 
with  a blanket,  and  the  course  which  distinguished  the 
stream  from  the  eddy  was  always  marked  by  a pretty 
dotting  of  white  foam.  On  the  first  day  of  his  inspec- 
tion Mr.  Dunn  noticed  two  cock  winged  flies  sailing 
down,  and  observed  that  they  were  gently  drifted  out  of 
the  current  into  the  eddy,  where  they  remained  uneasily 
shifting  for  a little  while  ; then  the  stream  would  claim 
repossession,  entice  them  gradually  out,  and  bear  them 
away.  This  was  obviously  the  quiet  haven  which  a fly- 
taking fish  would  select  and  maintain  against  a'l  comers, 
and  where,  if  any  accident  happened  to  the  tenant  in 
possession,  another  would  immediately  succeed  him.  It 
was  the  sort  of  situation  in  life  that  human  beings  are 
often  on  the  look  out  for — an  easy  refuge  into  which 
providence  will  bring  food  and  sustenance  without  any 
trouble,  and  at  somebody  else’s  expense. 

The  observing  angler  was  not  long  in  deciding  that 
he  could  only  proceed  here  scientifically.  In  reply  to  a 
question  as  to  whether  anyone  had  ever  fished  from  the 
bank  or  otherwise  with  a worm  or  gentle,  Sands  related 
an  unconscionably  long  story  of  two  attempts  that  had 
been  made  within  his  remembrance.  The  first  was  that 
of  a rash  and  flash  young  man  from  London,  who  pooh- 
poohed  the  idea  of  not  being  able  to  fish  out  this 
historical  grayling,  and  at  his  own  motion  he  sallied 
forth  one  September  afternoon  to  teach  the  natives  the 
trick.  He  was  armed  with  a general  rod,  and  the  hook 
was  baited  with  finely  baked  wasp  grub,  but  he  came 
to  grief  in  the  preliminaries,  for,  in  his  efforts  to  let  the 
bait  down  from  the  top  of  the  high  bank,  he  so  strove 
and  stretched  to  keep  the  line  free  from  the  bushes,  that 
he  lost  his  foothold,  fell  head  over  heels  into  the 
stream,  smashed  up  rod  and  tackle,  and  would  probably 
have  been  drowned  but  that  he  was  a swimmer. 
He  floundered  ashore  on  the  further  bank,  and  the 
adventure  seemed  to  have  sickened  him  ; he  made  no 
further  attempts,  and  the  story  of  the  mishap  became 
worked  up  at  last  into  a fearsome  tradition  as  to  the 
perils  of  the  place,  and  henceforth  a touch  of  mystery 
began  to  incrust  the  spirit  of  the  locality,  acting 
occasionally  as  a superstition  to  scare  the  very 
susceptible. 

Some  time  after  the  young  man  from  London  had 
thus  shown  the  natives  how  to  do  the  trick,  a Notting- 
ham angler  became  fired  with  holy  zeal,  and,  laughing 
superstition  to  scorn,  and  making  light  of  all  diffi- 
culties, came  gallantly  into  the  Dale  in  quest  of  the  big 
grayling.  He,  however,  knew  something  of  piscine 
warfare,  reconnoitred  the  spot  like  a general,  and 
decided,  to  begin  with,  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  high  bank  and  the  40ft.  drop.  Belying  in 
trustful  confidence  upon  his  power  of  casting  from  the 
reel,  he  planned  an  attack  from  the  other  side,  and, 
after  sundry  trials,  the  man  of  Trent  got  his  red  worm 
and  shotted-float  line  across  in  a workmanlike  style. 
At  this  mighty  outthrow  the  worthy  Sands  and  his  son, 
drawn  up  in  reserve  near  the  angler,  volubly  offered 
tributes  of  admiration,  and  saw  with  satisfaction  that 
the  float  swam  delicately  in  the  oddy  itself.  Nor  had 
much  time  elapsed  ere  they  all  saw  that  float  tremble, 
slant  aside,  and  disappear,  and  they  were  in  an  instant 
galvanised  into  great  excitement  at  the  bend  of  the  rod, 
and  the  rush  down  stream  of  the  hooked  fish.  Here, 
then,  was  their  old  friend  at  last ! It  must  be  a monster 
indeed,  and  naturally  enough,  on  a small  hook  and  fine 
tackle,  it  gave  a maximum  amount  of  trouble. 

The  incidents  of  this  memorable  fight  were  so  circum- 
stantially told  to  Mr.  Dunn  that  he  accepted  them  as 
probably  true.  As  it  proceeded  the  storv  became 
downright  amusing.  Sands  declared  that  the  fish  led 
them  a punishing  race  right  away  down  to  the  vicarage, 
and  that  not  one  of  the  trio  had  a glimpse  of  it  for  over 
an  hour.  There  were  two  or  three  of  the  vicar’s  visitors 
looking  out  over  the  lawn  when  the  angler  with  his 
bent  rod,  and  the  keeper  and  his  son  hove  in  sight,  and 
the  parson  knew  quite  well  that  the  shouting  of  keeper 
and  son  signified  that  there  was  sport  abroad.  By  the 
time,  therefore,  that  the  fisherman  and  his  attendants 
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had  reached  the  lawn  which  slopes  to  t i?e  river  side, 
from  which  it  is  only  separated  by  a gravel  path,  there 
was  an  appreciative  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  to 
watch  the  issue. 

The  big  fish  was  now,  however,  showing  signs  of 
weariness,  and  the  Nottingham  man  was  in  a state  of 
perspiration,  tremor,  hope,  and  fear.  It  must  be  now  or 
never.  Where  better  could  he  finish  the  business  with- 
out further  delay?  Gingerly  he  retreated  on  to  the 
little  spit  that  marked  the  boundary  ’tween  lawn  and 
kitchen  garden,  and  as  he  retired  in  good  order,  the 
heavy  fish  at  the  end  of  the  line  followed  the  steady 
strain.  A gurdener  ran  down  breathless  with  a landing 
net  at  the  nick  of  time,  but  what  came  out  of  the  water 
in  its  capacious  pocket  was  a monstrous  eel  of  Cjlb. 
The  gardener  backing  hastily  into  the  garden  with  his 
burden,  and  catching  sight  of  the  hideous  brute 
wriggling  in  its  slime  within  the  meshes,  completely 
lost  his  head,  turned  the  net  upside  down,  and 
shot  the  eel  out  into  a small  bed  of  savoury 
herbs  and  parsley.  The  viearess,  good  lady, 
shrieked  a warning,  which  added  to  the  general 
confusion.  The  eel  then  began  to  bound  about, 
and  work  his  way  where  the  summer  growths  were 
choicest.  The  three  men  who  were  trying  to  get  their 
foot  upon  its  head  fled  before  the  writhing  advance,  and 
soon  became  panic-stricken.  Even  two  of  the  visitors 
having  never  seen  such  a creature  before,  took  to  their 
heels,  and  blindly  rushed  across  the  much-prized 
asparagus  bed,  trampling  the  young  shoots  fore  and  aft 
with  liberal  impartiality.  The  Nottingham  man  himself 
shared  the  passing  madness,  for  he  seems  not  to  care 
about  bis  game  now  that  he  had  it  at  his  feet,  but 
jumped  around,  anxious  only  to  save  his  rod  and’keep 
the  line  tight.  The  effort,  however,  to  prevent  the  gut 
being  twisted  up  with  the  eel  robbed  him  of  the 
remnant  left  of  his  presence  of  mind,  and  he  went 
backwards  plump  through  a cucumber  frame.  The 
vicar  and  his  daughter  now  came  on  the  war 
path,  for  they  perceived  that  the  border  of  old-fashioned 
flowers,  which  was  the  special  pride  of  the  young  lady’s 
sister,  was  being  irretrievably  ravaged  by  the  furious 
tramping  and  running  of  feet.  At  length  a stable  help 
came  with  an  implement  that  was  not  unlike  a mattock 
and  hacked  the  eel  on  and  about  the  head;  then  the 
tumult  was  allayed,  and  the  damage  to  vegetables  and 
flowers  reckoned  up,  and  duly  deplored  and  apologised 
for.  The  eel  was  cut  up  and  distributed  as  a choice 
morsel,  and  the  memory  of  the  attempts  made  by  the 
recipients  of  the  gifts  to  eat  that  coarse  flesh  has 
survived  along  with  the  sensational  progress  of  the 
capture. 

As  it  happened,  this  invasion  of  the  vicarage  grounds 
was  a very  unpleasant  coincidence.  That  big  grayling 
I should  fancy,  was  a tabooed  subject  in  that  peaceful 
household,  for  it  was  associated  with  a sad  chapter  in 
its  history.  Two  or  three  years  previously  a young 
relative,  who  had  been  called  to  the  bar,  had  heard  or 
read  of  the  champion  grayling  of  the  Dale,  and  came  to 
the  vicarage  for  a fishing  holiday  previous  to  the  winter 
work  of  the  courts  in  town,  set  upon  trying  for  the 
prize.  But  he  fell  in  love  with  a lady  on  the  journey 
devoted  his  time  to  riding  to  and  with  her,  eloped  with 
her  from  the  little  town  over  the  hills,  and  figured  in 
the  Divorce  Court  as  an  inmate  of  the  vicarage.  Of  all 
this  scandal  the  big  grayling  was,  in  a measure  the 
indirect  cause. 

. The  b'ff  grajling  was  found,  however,  still  to  remain 
in  his  haunt,  and  there  he  was  when  Mr.  Bellew  Dunn 
as  before  described,  appeared  upon  the  scene.  It  took 
him  nearly  four  days  to  make  a chart  of  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  he  happened  upon  a discovery  which  pleased 
him  much,  for,  looking  from  the  top  of  the  bank  just 
where  the  neck  of  the  bottle  begins  to  widen  out  he 
saw  that  in  the  very  centre  of  the  pool  was  a gravelly 
spit  about  thirty  feet  long  and  two  yards  wide,  narrow- 
ing at  the  upper  end  to  a point  that  was  not  nearly 
abreast  of  the  whereabouts  to  be  mastered.  If  ho 
could  wade  up  to  this  shelf,  there  was  only  a cast  of 
about  twenty  yards  between  him  and  the  grayling 
After  marking  well  the  vantage  ground,  he  re-examined 
the  stream  below  through  the  neck  of  the  bottle,  and 
eventually  saw  a probable  way,  by  wading  in  from  the 
other  side,  and  adopting  a serpentine  route  to  gain  the 
desired  point. 

This  he  essayed  on  the  day  before  Christmas.  Too 
landlord  and  his  son.  Sands  and  his  son,  two  natives  who 
had  heard  of  the  grand  attempt,  and  the  mulled  beer 
farmer,  had  already  begun  their  Christmastide  and 
were  preparing  for  the  great  Christian  festival’ by  a 
jovial  day,  free  from  the  harassing  du'.ios  of  common 
life.  They  had  been  feasting  during  the  forenoon,  and 
were  in  good  condition  therefore  to  moralise,  and  ’ play 
the  part  of  applauding  spectators.  There  was  no  sun 
unfortunately,  on  this  day,  but  Mr.  Dunn  felt  sure 
of  his  map  making,  and  resolved,  whatever  came 
of  it,  to  zig-zag  in  the  stream  from  the  other  side 
until  he  reached  the  gravel  spit.  By  never  moving’ 
the  hindermost  foot  until  the  forward  one  was  firmly 
planted,  and  by  taking  ample  time,  he  actually  succeeded 
in  disappointing  the  expectancies  of  the  lookers-on  that 
he  would  have  to  be  resoued  from  a watery  grave  It 
would  have  been  an  awkward  position  for  Mr.  Dunn  had 
any  accident  happened,  for  he  knew  perfectly  woll  that 
in  wading  trousers  he  stood  little  chance.  To  guard 
against  possibilities,  the  landlord’s  son  had  been  fur- 
mshed  with  a long  rope,  to  which  was  tied  the  broken 
handle  of  a pitchfork.  It  was  all  properly  arranged 
that,  if  he  were  carried  away  by  the  stream,  or  lost  his 
footing,  the  apparatus  should  be  hurled  out  upon  the 
water  for  his  benefit;  and  it  was  certainly  a plucky 
performance  of  Mr.  Dunn’s  to  run  this  risk. 

He  reached  the  gravel  spit,  where  he  found  himself 


only  to  tho  raiddlo,  IHongli  in  gutting  to  that  ^ ^ ‘ r 
had  been  twice  ijjinioiBCii  to  tins  armpits.  1 ho  doptn  oi 
tho  water!  liV  disoovorod,  had  been  really  overrated  as 
is  often  t no  easo.  IIo  had  boon  assured  by  all  these 
mon,  who  had  known  tlio  rivnr  from  boyhood,  that 
wading  anywhore  near  tbo  plaeo  was  absolnto  lmpos- 
sibility  and  madness  ; but  bo  had  relied  and  acted  con- 
fidently on  Ilia  own  judgment,  with  this  no  lar  satmtac- 
tory  result.  Tbo  snow  was  slowly  falling  when  bo 
began  to  get  out  lino  for  tbo  oast,  and,  for  the  first  time 
during  bis  whole  investigations,  be  saw  a fish  rising  in 
that  eddy.  Sands,  Btati(  nod  on  the  elifj  to  signal  1 
necessary,  pronounced  tbo  rieor  to  be  the  identical 
grayling  ; bo  knew  it  by  a patch  of  prey  aft  the 
great  dorsal  fin.  Mr.  Dunn  bad  determined  to  make  bis 
first  application  with  a honey-dun  bumble,  fashed  wet, 
but,  seeing  an  unmistakable  riso  as  bo  stood  there  in 
mid-stream,  bo  changed  tbo  hackle  for  a ginger  quill,  and 
after  waiting  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  getting  pic- 
turesquely whitened  by  tho  light  flakes  of  snow,  and  his 
bands  rendered  blue  with  tho  cold,  there  was  a second 
rise.  Tbo  first  cast  of  the  fly  was  outside  the  eddy,  and 
the  stream  claimed  it  at  once.  He  recovered  it,  dried  it 
well,  and  this  timo  sent  it  to  tbo  correct  place,  and,  with- 
out any  more  ado,  tbo  big  grayling  was  hooked  Th 
landing  net,  which  bad  been  suspended  from  Mr.  Dunn  s 
shoulder,  eventually  received  the  fish,  after  a not  very 
resolute  resistance,  and  the  angler  stepping  out  on  his 
own  side,  the  party  of  spectators,  minus  the  watchman 

Sands,  gathered  round  to  tee  the  monster.  . , , 

Mr  Dunn  says  he  never  shall  forgetthe  looks  of  mingled 
horror,  sadness,  and  confusion  expressed  on  the  faces  ot 
these  good  fellows,  when  they  saw  that  their  wonderful 
fish  brought  down  the  index  not  at  4lb.  but  at  exactly 
21b  14oz  He  lias  ever  since  severely  regretted  the 
capture  of  that  fish.  This  success  robbed  the  Dale  of 
an  article  of  faith  that  was  most  beautiful  in  itself 


and  harmless  in  its  influence,  lor  a generation  these 
honest  natives  had  boasted  of  their  41b.  grayling ; they 
had  vaunted  it  to  visitors  season  alter  season.  Dvon 
at  the  country  houses  at  dinner  parties  it  was  cited 
in  ridicule  of  tho  generally  accepted  theory  that  very 
large  grayling  only  existed  in  southern  streams. 
Children  had  been  taught  from  their  earliest  days  that 
their  native  Dale  received  glory  and  honour  from 
tho  Ub.  grayling.  Tho  landlord  and  his  son  at  the 
Dnko’s  Arms  had  believed  in  it  implicitly  ; tbe  middle- 
aged  farmer  bad  cherished  it  as  tlio  apple  of  his  eye; 
and  Sands  the  keeper  existed,  as  it  wore,  upon  it  And 
now  by  yielding  to  the  miserable  ambition  ot  catching 
a sofitary  grayling,  he,  Mr.  Bellow  Dunn,  had  brought 
desolation  and  an  uprooting  of  faith  into  an  innocent 
neighbourhood.  Mr.  Bellew  Dunn  further  declares 
that  a gloom  was  cast  over  tho  Christmas  festivities  ot 
that  romotc  Dale,  and  that  Sands  the  keeper  has  from 
that  day  degenerated  from  one  level  to  another,  until 
his  nerves  are  utterly  destroyed  ; and  ho  looks  forward 
to  a miserable  old  age.— Bed  Spinner,  in  the  Field. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS 
' DINNER. 

The  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  this  large 
manufactory  was  held  in  tho  Freemason’s  Anus, 
Alnwick,  on  Friday  evening  last  week.  Mr.  Chas. 
Hardy  ably  presided  over  the  numerous  company, 
while  Mr.  J.  J.  Wake  very  acceptably  filled  the  vice- 
chair  An  excellent  and  seasonable  repast  was  served 
up  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jorring’s  best  style,  to  which 
ample  justice  was  done.  Dinner  over,  the  usual  loyal 
and  patriotic  toasts  were  given  from  the  chair  and  duly 
honoured.  Then  followed  the  toast  cf  the  evening, 
namely,  “ Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,”  which  was  given 


by  Mr.  A.  McCutcbeon,  who  referred  to  the  unique  and 
envious  position  held  by  Messrs.  Hardv  Brothers  in  the 
fishing  tackle  trade,  and  trusted  they  would  long 
continue  to  hold  their  proud  position  at  tho  top  ot  tbo 
tree— a position  now  held  by  them  for  some  considerable 
timo.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  toast  was 
received  with  musical  honours.  Mr.  C.  Hardy  (in  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  W.  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy) 
returned  thanks  on  their  behalf  for  the  hearty  and 
spontaneous  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the 
toast.  After  reforring  to  their  large  and  increasing  con- 
nection, he  said  it  was  only  by  the  combined  efforts  ot 
everyone  doing  their  utmost,  as  in  tho  past,  tnat(  tnw 
proud  position  could  be  maintained.  The  toast  of  ine 
Employes ” was  given  by  the  Chairman,  and  Mr.  J.  J. 
Wake  suitably  replied.  “ The  Chairman  ’ was  given  by 
Mr-  A.  Broadley,  and  “ The  Vice-Chairman  by  Mr.  J. 

B.  Hobson,  and  Mr.  D.  Hendry  gave  “ The  Host  and 
Hostess.”  The  toasts  were  interspersed  with  songs, 
piano  and  melodeon  solos.  The  singers  being  : Messrs. 

C.  Hampton,  K.  Humble,  A.  Broadley,  J.  Sandilands, 

0 McManus,  W.  F.  Calow,  J.  McCutcbeon,  J.  B. 
Robson,  D.  Hendry,  J.  Croll,  and  F Campbell.  Mr.  J, 
Bell  gave  the  melodeon  solos,  and  Messrs.  A.  and  W. 
Broadley  and  J.  Sandilands  ably  presided  at  the  piano. 
After  the  singing  of  “ Auld  Lang  Syne  by  the  com- 
pany, a pleasant  evening’s  entertainment  was  brougnt) 
to  a close.  

The  otter  excels  every  animal  in  swimming.  Its 
speed  is  superior  to  that  of  many  fish. 

Englishman  (to  Scotchman,  who  has  hooked  a big 
fish):  “Be  careful,  Sandy,  be  careful!”  Sandy: 
“ Dinna  fash  yersel’,  ma  moony.  It’s  no  the  tush  im 
thinking  aboot— it’s  ma  twa-and-aaxpenny  flee.  — 
Lika  Joko. 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLESTOXE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ; 2s.  2d. 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

AmberleY  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge’s  Excursion,  2s.  (id.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I Bucks,  23] ; 2s.  3d. 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Akdleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56;  4s.  9d. 

Arlesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ; 3s.  lid. 

Ashurst  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ; 3s.  4d. 

Audley  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  41;  3s.  6$d. 
Aylesbury'  (Thame),  H I,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  Sd. 
Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ; 5s.  Gd. 
Battlesbridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  2s.  4$d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G H,  Beds,  50  ; 5s. 
BERKHAMrSTEAD  (G  J.C  ),  H,  Herts,  28;  2s.  lid. 
BILLEKICAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 
Billinghurst  (Arun),  F.  Sussex,  41;  4s.  8d. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 : 4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort).  A,  Hevis,  33  ; 2s.  id. 
Blake  Hall  (Rodingi,  A,  Essex.  21 ; Is  9 Id. 
BLUNTISHAM  (Ouse).  A,  Hunts,  7 4 ; 5s.  2d. 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46f ; 4s.  lid. 
Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  5s.  3d. 

Bottisham.  A,  Cambs,  61f ; 5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  2S];  3s. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  G F,  Surrey,  22]:  2s.  8d. 
Boxmoor  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24$;  2s.  Gd. 
Braintree  (Blackwater).  A,  Essex.  40  ; 3s.  lOu. 
Braugbino  (Rib)  A,  Herts,  301:  2s.  7$d.^ 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A.  Suffolk,  86$;  7s.  bid. 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne).  H.  Herts,  22;  2s. 
BrOXBOURNE  (Lea),  A,  Herts.  17$  ; Is.  Gd. 
Buntingford  (Rib),  Herts,  33J:  2s.  lid. 

Bures  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6$d. 
BURNHAM-ON- CROUCH,  A,  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 

BURNT  Fen  (Little  Ouse).  A,  Suffolk,  77$:  6s.  Gd. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stor)  ;.A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  llid. 
Bushey  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16:  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),  b,  Surrey.  21};  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedingh  am  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56$;  4s.ll$d. 
Chappel  (Colne).  A.  Essex,  50$;  4s.  2id. 
Chalfont  Road  (Misbomn),  1,  Bucks,  22 ; 2s. 
Cheddinuton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  3G ; 3s.  9d. 
CHESHAM  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ; 2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29] ; 2s.  G.d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14};  Is.  2d. 

Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22$;  2s.  4d. 
Chigweli,  lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex.  13}  ; Is.  Hd. 
Chietkrn  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ; 2s.  lOd. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48$ ; 5s. 

Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 

Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  02;  5s.  3d. 

Cobham  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18};  2s. 

Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51J ; 4s.  4 id. 
COLNE  (Come).  A,  Essex,  87 J;  4s.  Gd. 

COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Berks,  10$;  Is.  9d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25$;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ; 3s. 

Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  10s. 

DatCHKT  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  28|;  2s.  3d, 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86$;  7s.  3d. 
DORKING  (Mole),  C F,  Surrey,  20 ; 2s.  8d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21) ; 2s. 

East  GRIN  stead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3s.  Gd. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  O,  Kent,  44;  Is. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76$;  6s.  4d. 
Edenbiudge  (Eden),  C F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8tl. 
EGHAM  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ; 2s.  3d. 

ELY  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70$;  5s.  llid. 

ElSTRBE  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts.  12;  Is.  3d. 
EbSKNHAM  (Cam),  4,  Essex,  38;  8s.  (lid. 

Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex.  17 ; Is.  8|d. 

Esher  (Mole),  b,  Surrey,  1 11 ; l - . fid. 

1’ A M BRIDGE  (Crouch).  A,  Essex,  85;  2s.  lOd. 
Ff.ITWICK  (Ivel),  0,  Beds.  40;  4s.  2d. 

Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  8s.  Gd. 
FULWKLL  (Thumes),  b,  Middlesex,  123;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B, Oxford,  44:];  4s.  Oil. 

GT.  CUKSTERFORD  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  8s.  10.’ <1. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35$;  3s.  id. 
(It  MisSBNDON  (Mlsbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  2h.  9d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  0 D,  Surrey,  28$;  8s.  2d. 
(JUNTOS  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  188;  10s. 


HADHAM  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25$;  2s.  3d. 

Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62s;  4s.  8.jd. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  14$ ; Is.  Gd. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14* ; la.  od. 
H ARLINGTON  (Tod),  C4,  Beds,  37 ; 3s.  lid. 

Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26|;  2s.  l^d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E (4,  Herts,  27*;  2s.  /d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  1?,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  Cd. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17f ; Is.  10d. 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A, Essex,  36;  3s.  la. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 

High  Barnet  (Brent).  E.  Herts,  Hi;  Is. 

Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35f ; 3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A E,  Herts,  24£;  2s.  Gd. 

HlLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  8S*;  6s.  HEd. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  Sd. 

Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37 ; 3s.  10a 
Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36., ; 3s.  lOd, 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk.  114|;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E.  Hunts,  58|;  6s.  2d. 
Irchrster  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  424;  3s.  7(1. 
King’s  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
LAKENHEATH  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82£;  6s.  HM. 
Langford  Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 
Essex,  44;  3s.  3-^d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Berks,  16£;  Is.  8d. 
Leagraye  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32i-;  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D F,  Surrey,  19|;  2s, 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40£ ; 4s.  2d. 

Lewes  (Ouse).  F,  Sussex,  50 ; 5s.  2d. 

Ltngfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
LOUGHTON  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  0|d. 

Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61$:  5s.  25a. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waxeney),  A,  Suffolk,  1174 ; 10s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A-  Great  Eastern  (Llv^OCl  Street).  Victoria) 

C.  South  Easter™  (Oharing  Cross,  Waterloo  G.  ^d’in!L(^Crn  (Eueton) 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge,  H.  North-Wcstci n .. 
nnd  Kaw VipoM)  1.  Motrooolitan  (Baker  Street), 

b.  So^-W^tern  (Waterloo).  ' thouH  the  18  new  iMont. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24$;  2s.  id. 
MaldON  East  (Blackwater),  A, Essex, 44;  3s.  8,(l. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3a.  2d, 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex.  59;  5s.  0,d. 
March  (Nene,  Ac.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ; Cs.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  2s. 

Mark’s  Tey (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47 ; 3s.  ll^d. 

Midhuest  (Botheri,  b F,  Sussex,  61 ; 6s. 
Mit.denhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76$  ; Cs.  4.jd. 
Moulsford  (Thames),  B.  Berks,  48$ ; 5s. 

New  Barnet  (Brent).  E,  Herts,  9$ ; Is. 

Newport  (Cam).  A,  Essex,  42$;  3s.  5d. 

North  Walsh  am  (Ant).  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19];  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse).  G,  Beds,  52$;  5s.  4d. 

Offord  (Ouse).  E.  Hunts.  55];  5s.  lOd. 

O.N-o AR  (Roding),  A.  Essex.  22  ; Is.  llid. 

Oxted  (Eden),  C F,  Surrey,  21 ; 2s.  Id. 

Paddock  Wood  (Medway).  C,  Kent.  31$;  4s 
Pangbocrne  (Thame'),  B,  Berks,  41$;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Yer).  H,  Herts,  22 ; 2s. 

Ponder’s  End  (Lea).  A.  Middlesex,  10 ; 9d. 
Potter’s  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12] ; Is.  3d. 
PULBOROUSH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  os.  (By 
Eldridge  s excursions,  2s.  Gd) . 

Radlett  (Colne),  G.  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 

Reading  (Thames),  B.  Berks,  36 ; 3s.  9d. 

Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C F,  Surrey,  20] ; 2s. 
Hickmansworth  (Colne),  H I,  Herts.  22.; : Is.  Jd. 
RoydON  (stort),  A,  Essex,  22$  : Is.  9d. 

Rudgwtck  (Arun),  F,  Sussex.  44;  4s.  2d. 

Rye  House  (Lea).  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.Sd. 

Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ; 4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ; 2s.  ^d. 
Selham  (Rother),F,  Sussex,  58;  5s.  6d. 

Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;_  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55;  5s.  9d. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ; 4s.  5$d. 
Shexfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20$;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  b,  Middlesex,  18};  2s. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Berks,  18$;  2s. 

SoUTHMixsTER,  A,  Essex.  40  : 3s.  4d. 

Staines  (Thames),  D.  Middlesex,  19$;  2s. 
Stando.n  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29$;  2s.  6$d. 

Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex.  33 ; 2s.  lOd. 

St.  Albans  (Colne),  E G H,  Herts,  20;  2s.  Id. 

St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70$;  6s.  2d. 

St.  Margaret’s  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20$;  Is.  9d. 

St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51$;  5s.  5d. 

Stoke  Mandeville.  I,  Bucks,  37 ; 3s.  Gd. 

Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58$;  4s.  ll$d. 
SuNBURY  (Thames),  O,  Middlesex,  16$;  Is.  8d. 
TAPLOW  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  22$;  2s.  5d. 
Tempskord  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47$;  Is.  lld. 
THATCHAM  (Keunet),  B,  Berks,  49$ ; 5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16 ; Is.  3$d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  4s.  Id. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31$;  3s^.  4d. 
Tunbridge  (Medway),  O,  Kent,  29$ ; 3s.  3d. 

" TWYFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  3s  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15$;  ls.Sd. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  b, Berks* 23;  2s. Cd. 
Walton  (Thames),  b,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13 ; Is.  Id. 
WARE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22$;  Is.  lid 
WATEIUIEAOH  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  01;  as.  2d. 
Watering  bury  (Medway),  O,  Kent,  46;  4i. 
WHNDOVKR,  I.  Bucks  83$;  3s.  3d. 

West  Drayton  (Colne),  B, Middlesex,  13$;ls,.>d. 
West  Uiunstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  Hd. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts.  32$ ; 2s.  9Jd. 
Wuyrridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  10;  2s. 

W HITTLKSFORD  ((lam),  A,  Cambs.  49;  4s.  2d. 
WI0KF0RD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s.  2d. 
Wiiiford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ; 2s.  Id. 

Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21$;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater).  A,  Knsox,  39  ; 3s.  3$d. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstkeCanal),b,  Surrey, 24$ ; 28.6a. 
WOODH  'M  FF, mils  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  2s.  id. 
Wit  ay  sliu  by  (Tlims.  ,V  Colne),  b,  Berks, 21];  2s.  3d. 
W itox  n AM  (Broads,  Ac.),  A,  Norfolk,  122] ; 10s. 
Yai,i>inh  (Medway),  O,  Kent,  38$;  is 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  Ac.),  A,  Norfolk,  121  it's. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Dec.  20.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  after  which  the  secretary  read  the  correspon- 
dence, which  chiefly  related  to  applications  made  by 
two  secretaries  for  assistance  for  two  members.  The 
cases  having  been  investigated  by  the  divisional  com- 
mittees, it  was  unanimously  decided  to  grant  relief  to 
each  of  the  members.  Several  new  members  were 
enrolled  from  different  societies,  and  it  was  reported 
that  the  new  collecting'  boxes  were  being  patronised 
both  by  the  members  and  those  outside  the  society.  At 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  the  annual  concert 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society  will  be  considered, 
and,  if  possible,  a date  and  place  will  be  decided. 
In  past  years  these  concerts  have  been  the 
means  of  augmenting  the  funds,  and  efforts  should 
be  made  to  beat  all  past  recoi'ds.  The  whole 
of  the  Birmingham  clubs  have  completed  their 
arrangements  for  1895.  Waters  have  been  secured 
by  the  water-renting  clubs,  and  at  some  of  the  clubs 
fresh  officers  have  been  elected  with  a view  of  bringing 
about  a more  satisfactory  state  of  things.  The  Spark- 
brook  Society  have  just  brought  to  a close  a very 
successful  year.  They  have  retained  their  water  at 
Stratford-on-Avon,  and  have  carried  forward  a sub- 
stantial balance  to  commence  the  New  Year.  This 
club  numbers  at  the  present  time  over  100  financial 
members,  with  new  nominations  for  the  New  Year.  A 
change  of  officers  took  place  last  week  at  the  annual 
meeting,  when  Mr.  H.  Miller  was  elected  president,  and 
Mr.  Walker  vice-president.  An  entirely  new  com- 
mittee was  also  appointed,  and  Mr.  Rowberry  was 
unanimously  re-elected  secretary.  The  Camden 
Society  held  their  annual  meeting  on  Thursday 
evening  last,  Dec.  20,  when  Mr.  J.  Marston  was  re- 
elected president,  and  Mr.  J.  Reynolds  vice-presi- 
dent, and  Mr.  Smith  secretary.  This  club  have 
brought  a very  successful  year  to  a close.  The  Bellbarn 
Society  have  made  an  alteration  in  the  selection  of  their 
chief  officers.  Mr.  H.  Garner  still  retains  the  post  of 
president,  but  our  old  friend,  Mr.  C.  Hookway,  has  been 
compelled  to  give  up  the  secretary.-hip,  a post  he  has 
held  with  honour  since  the  formation  of  the  society, 
through  pressure  of  business.  This  club  has  150  mem- 
bers on  the  books.  Mr.  J.  Bailey  has  been  appointed 
Mr.  Hookway’s  successor.  The  Vine  Unity  have  made  a 
great  alteration  in  their  election  of  officers.  Mr.  A. 
Burgess  has  been  elected  president,  and  Messrs.  Houns- 
low and  Richards  vice-presidents,  Mr.  W.  Shellis  secre- 
tary, but  the  committee  remain  unchanged.  Tbe  Ashted 
Walionians  have  elected  a new  secretary  in  the  person 
of  Mr.  A.  Fidce,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Wilkins.  Thepopnlar 
Tenby  Society  have  been  so  satisfied  with  their  officers, 
that  tbe  whole  of  the  old  officers  have  been  re-elected. 
The  Victoria  Society  have  elected  Mr.  Wilcox,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Scott,  as  secretary.  Other  societies  have  made 
some  little  alterations,  hut  these  are  the  chief.  The 
specimen  fish  contest  promoted  by  Mr.  E.  Griffiths,  of 
the  Mint  Tavern,  Icknield-street,  Birmingham,  was  con- 
cluded on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  22,  when  Mr.  C. 
Cottrell  was  awarded  <£1  for  the  heaviest  roach 
(lib.  9Joz.),  and  Mr.  H.  Cole  10s.  for  the  next  heaviest 
(lib.  7oz  ),  and  Mr.  J.  Heritage  was  awarded  the  prize  for 
the  heaviest  perch  (21b.  ljoz).  A new  society,  held  at 
the  Why  t\ot  Inn,  Steelhouse-lane,  Wolverhampton, 
have  made  an  application  to  ‘join  the  Provincial 
Association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  mild  open  weather  experienced  during  the  holi- 
days has  been  highly  favourable  for  the  prosecution  of 
angling,  and  Waltonian  disciples  have  been  able  to 
indulge  in  the  sport  to  their  heart’s  content.  A large 
number  of  rods  were  out  on  Wednesday,  but  at  the 
time  of  writing  no  reports  had  come  to  hand.  On  the 
previous  Monday,  however,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  fine 
sport  was  had  on  those  rivers  whore  trolling  was 
possible.  The  Witham,  between  Lincoln  and  Boston, 
especially  about  Bardney,  Tattersball,  and  Langrick 
has  been  patronised,  in  addition  to  local  sportsmen,  by 
several  visitors,  and  some  splendid  pike  have  been 
taken.  One  of  the  best  bags  was  securod  by  Mr.  Green. 
It  contained  five  brace  of  fish,  weighing  431b.,  the 
heaviest  being  8flb.  A visitor  also  got  three  brace  on 
Monday,  weighing  291b.,  and  other  bags  varying  from 
251b.  downwards  have  been  recorded.  On  the  Forty- 
foot  and  adjacent  drains  excellent  takes  of  pike  have 
also  been  accounted  for,  two  beautios,  weighing  nearly 
71b.  each,  falling  to  one  rod.  Tho.-e  who  have  had 
access  to  the  private  waters  in  South  Lincolnshire,  have 
met  with  remarkably  good  sport,  and  some  rods  have 
obtained  as  much  as  381b.  of  pike  in  a single  day. 
There  is*  every  prospect  of  the  present  weather  con- 
tinuing, and  with  the  waters  in  fine  condition,  anglers 
should  have  a good  time  of  it. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  Saturday  the  wind  has  toned  down,  and  the 
weather  become  so  fine  and  mild  for  the  time  of  year 
that  several  anglers  have  been  out.  The  Marlborough 
A.S.  hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  9,  at 
the  clubhouse.  Messrs.  W.  Oxley  and  H.  Fielding 
were  elected  delegates  to  the  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers,  The  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Holland  Rail- 


way Servants’  Angling  Society  was  held  at  tho  Yar- 
borough Hotel,  when  over  thirty  members  and  friends 
partook  of  an  excellent  repast,  supplied  by  Host  Symes. 
Tho  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Imperial  A.S.  took 
place  at  the  Clarence  Hotel,  Charlos-street,  Hull,  when 
the  officers  for  tho  year  1895  were  elected  as  follows  : 
President,  Mr.  J.  Cassanelii ; vice-president,  Mr.  C. 
Gamwell ; treasurer,  Mr.  G.  Stamp ; secretary,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Woollaek  ; and  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Quinton ; Messrs.  Burnett,  Brooks,  Benson,  Finney, 
and  Griffin  as  committee  ; and  Messrs.  Cissanelli 
and  Scholey  were  elected  to  represent  the  society  on 
tho  board  of  .the  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Association 
On  Jan.  14  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  will  bold  a 
special  meeting  at  the  clubhouse,  at  8 p.tn.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  River  Hull  A.S.  will  take  place  at  the 
Sandringham  Hotel,  Paragon-street,  Hull,  on  Jan.  25 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
been  received  with  very  great  pleasure,  for  it  is  a 
remarkable  twopenn’orth,  and  we  in  Lancashire  like 
plenty  for  our  money.  We  are  going  to  have  another 
big  dinner  on  the  lines  of  two  years  ago.  Feb.  2 is  the 
date,  the  Zoological  Gardens,  Manchester,  the  place, 
2s.  Gd.  or  3s.  the  price  of  the  ticket,  and  4 or  4 30  the 
time.  Let  us  have  a good  muster  on  this  occasion.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  clubs  affiliated  with  the  Man- 
chester District  Anglers’  Association  was  held  at  the 
Queen  Adelaide  Hotel,  Ardwick,  on  the  20th.  There 
was  a good  attendance  of  club  representatives.  The 
minutes,  roll-call,  and  balance  sheet  being  duly 
disposed  of,  together  with  other  routine  business, 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  re- 
elected : President,  Mr.  J Pendrigh  ; treasurer, 

Mr.  J.  Peacock  ; secretary,  Mr.  S.  J.  Higginson  ; com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Geo.  Yates  and  J.  Atherton  (re-elected) 
and  Chowler  and  Turner  (first  year) ; auditors,  Messrs. 
H Eaton,  sen.,  and  A.  Whittaker,  jun.  The  levy  for 
1895  is  fixed  at  8d.,  to  cover  incidental  expenses.  The 
Manchester  District  has  had  a somewhat  chequered 
career,  but  is  honestly  striving  to  do  good  work  for 
working  men  anglers,  and  although  one  or  two  serious 
rebuffs  have  lately  happened,  they  still  keep  pegging 
away  in  the  right  direction.  At  the  same  head- 
quarters, on  the  22nd,  the  Buckland  Anglers  held  their 
annual  dinner.  In  addition  to  the  usual  harmony, 
Mr.  F.  Bibby  gave  a limelight  lantern  show  of  views, 
mostly  fishy,  and  embracing  both  local  and  other  resorts. 
The  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Centre  of  the  N.A.A., 
through  some  misunderstanding,  was  not  a very  pleasant 
one,  and  eventually  stood  adjourned  indefinitely.  With 
the  advent  of  1895,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a broader  feel- 
ing of  liberty  will  permeate  the  minds  of  the  anglers  in 
and  around  Manchester ; let  tho  monster  dinner  of 
Feb.  2 be  the  starting  place  for  a happier  state  of  things. 
One  or  two  prominent  officials  who  strained  matters  are 
now  out  of  office,  let  a few  more  follow,  and  then  the 
new  leaders  get  together  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  present  season  has  been  a most  extraordinary  one 
for  fishermen,  the  open  weather  making  sport  practicable 
right  up  to  Chri-tmas.  Anglers  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunities  to  obtain  sport  at  the  riverside 
during  this  week  to  a fair  extent.  The  takes  for  the 
time  of  year  have  been  moderately  good,  and  plenty  of 
attention  has  been  paid  to  roach  fishing.  In  some  of 
the  lots  shown  there  were  many  excellent  specimen  fish, 
and  a few  of  the  takes  which  came  under  notice 
were  : Mr.  Slingsby,  251b.  of  roach  and  a brace 
of  pike ; Mr.  Prince,  91b.  roach ; Mr.  H.  Long,  81b. 
roach;  Mr.  Harford,  71b.  roach;  Mr.  Leedham,  Gib. 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Worth,  51b.  Plenty  of  other  fish  have 
also  been  caught  at  the  Leicester  Society’s  waters, 
chiefly  perch,  dace,  and  a few  nice  chub.  From  the 
Aylestone  waters  Mr.  Fossoy  landed  an  eel  weighing 
31b.  A large  number  of  anglers  were  out  on  Monday 
and  Christmas  Day.  The  principal  fishing  was  obtained 
from  the  Canal,  near  Leicester,  and  at  the  Aylestone 
backwaters.  At  the  last  mentioned  spot  the  takes  of 
chub  were  well  up  .to  the  average,  plenty  running 
between  21b.  and  31b.  Visitors  to  tho  district  resorts 
have  been  fairly  well  rewarded,  both  the  Wreake 
waters  and  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Soar  receiving 
ample  patronage.  Roach  fishing  has  been  most  prolific 
at  the  Wreake,  whilst  the  Beaby,  Narborough,  and 
Croft  waters  have  yielded  well  of  roach,  dace,  and 
chub,  one  brace  of  roach  shown  on  Wednesday  by  Mr. 
Bennett  weighing  31b.  Anglers  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  sport  obtained  during  the  week.  Although  wo 
have  had  frequent  falls  of  rain,  the  waters  have  not 
been  in  flood,  and  consequently  remain  in  good  order. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Our  Christmas  holiday  anglers  have  been  disappointed 
so  far  as  river  fishing  has  been  concerned.  As  I pre- 
dicted would  be  the  case,  the  Trent  contained  too  much 
colour  for  successful  live-baiting  or  trolling.  Many  of 
the  Sbardlow  subscribers  were  out  on  Monday  and 
Boxing  Day,  but  few  fish  were  caught;  the  coarse  fish 
bottom  fishermen  fared  better,  securing  some  choice  lots 
of  roach,  dace,  and  small  bream.  On  Monday  a pike  of 
11  lb.  was  taken  in  the  Grantham  Canal  by  a Notts 
visitor  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Ilickling ; and 
six  others  wore  got  near  Hose.  In  the  Clifton 
length,  on  Christmas  Day,  Mr.  H.  Briggs  was  successful 
with  the  worm  amongst  bream,  roach,  and  perch,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Boyd  and  W.  Sharpe  caught  roach.  These  fish 
are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Littlo  or  nothing  has 
been  done  at  Weston  in  consequence  of  the  high  state  of 
the  river.  During  the  gale  last  Saturday  a Lenton 
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angler  out  at  Sawley,  in  the  Pride  of  Derby  club’s 
waters,  was  compelled  to  peg  down  both  basket  a'rfd  rod 
to  prevent  their  being  blown  into  the  river.  Rumour 
has  it  that  tho  angler  tied  himself  securely  to  a 
tree,  which  suddonly  blew  down  and  nearly  “settled” 
him.  On  Wednesday  night  rain  was  again  falling 
heavily. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  open  weather  and  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
holidays  led  to  a number  of  anglers  seeking  their 
favourito  haunts,  and  very  fair  sport  was  met  with. 
Complaints  are  often  made  with  regard  to  river  pollu- 
tion, and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  city  authorities 
are  likely  to  bestir  themselves  in  the  matter.  A deputa- 
tion from  the  corporation  has  visited  Leeds  and  con- 
ferred with  the  Pollutions  and  Obstructions  Committee 
of  the  West  Riding  Rivers’  Conservancy  Board.  The 
subject  of  river  pollution  was  fully  discussed,  and  it 
was  stated  that  the  several  authorities  whose  districts 
are  within  the  area  over  which  the  Rivers  Board  exercises 
jurisdiction  are  prepared  to  co-operate  in  the  matter 
of  securing  and  maintaining  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent  the  purity  of  the  rivers  and  streams  from  coal 
washings  and  other  trade  effluents,  and  other  sources  of 
contamination  over  which  the  Board  exercises  control. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  scheme  will  be  quickly  carried 
out,  and  will  become  general,  for  its  usefulness  will 
depend  very  much  on  the  area  covered. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  about  as  unseasonable  as  it  is  possible 
to  be,  so  mild  that  tives  are  coming  into  leaf  and  prim- 
roses and  violets  are  in  bloom.  The  heavy  rains  of  the 
past  week  caused  the  rivers  to  again  rise  c nsiderably, 
the  water  being  very  much  discoloured,  causing  great 
disappointment  to  anglers  ; still,  a great  many  rods  have 
been  out,  and  large  quantities  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
have  been  taken  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm  and 
gentles.  No  doubt  the  lobworm  is  a splendid  bait  for 
all  kinds  of  fish  now  the  water  is  so  high  and  dis- 
coloured. The  water  in  the  Severn  has  gone  down 
two  feet  since  Monday,  but  rain  is  falling  fast. 
The  Avon  is  rather  high,  but  in  fishing  order,  but 
only  a few  roach  and  one  or  two  bream  have  been 
taken  with  the  worm.  Pike,  too,  are  off  the  feed. 
One  of  our  local  anglers,  I understand,  had  rather  an 
exciting  adventure  a week  or  so  ago,  while  pike  fishing 
up  the  river.  It  appears  he  was  live-baiting,  and  had 
occasion  to  leave  his  rod  for  a short  period.  Judge  of 
his  astonishment  when  he  found  on  returning  he  had 
hooked  a heron,  and  yon  may  guess  it  gave  him  some 
exciting  sport.  However,  after  a lot  of  trouble,  he 
managed  to  get  it  close  enough  for  examination,  when 
he  found  the  double  hook  firmly  fixed  in  the  birds  claw, 
which  unfortunately  necessitated  his  having  to  kill  it. 
It  was  a magnificent  specimen,  and  I believe  is  being 
preserved. 


A CALF-TAILED  FLY. 

“ I once  fished  a bit  of  water  well  stocked  with 
pike,”  relates  the  author  of  Woodland,  Moor,  and 
Stream — “ in  fact,  the  pond  was  full  of  them — and  I did 
not  get  a run.  As  I was  about  to  pack  up,  having  got 
impatient  over  my  ill-luck,  a man  in  tli9  dress  of  a farm 
labourer  sauntered  up.  ‘ Have  ye  had  any  sport, 
master?’  he  asked.  ‘Not  a run.’  * I doan’t  wunner  at 
it  a bit;  an’  I reckons  as  ye  wunt  hev,  if  ye  fishes  for 
’em  in  the  fashion  ye  hev  bin.’  1 Look  at  the  live  baits. 
Is  there  anything  the  matter?’  Ho  looked  at  them, 
then  said,  ‘They  there  gudgeons  is  the  biggest  an’  most 
prankt  ’uns  as  I’ve  sin  for  many  a day.  They  never 
cummed  out  o’  any  water  round  about  here,  I knows. 
They  be  too  big  fur  these  ’ere  parts.  Nuthin’  wunt 
ketch  them  ’ore  jacks  but  a caaf-tailed  fly.’  ‘ A calf- 
tailed fly?’  ‘Yes;  I mean  what  I sez.  Did  ye  never 
see  one  o’  that  ’ere  sort?’  I assured  him  I had  never 
come  across  that  rare  insect.  ‘ A fly  of  that  ’ere  sort 
could  soon  be  got — werry  soon ; an’  yo  can  ketch  as 
many  jack  with  it  a3  ever  ye  likes.’  ‘ And  where  did 
you  make  acquaintance  with  that  remarkable  flv,  my 
friend  ? ’ 1 In  the  Crimear,  when  I was  a-sojerin’.  There’s 
lots  o’  fish  out  in  them  parts.  I bin  wounded  ; I ain’t 
fit  fur  much  now,  an’  I ain’t  got  no  pension.  So  I bides 
about  like  best  way  I ken  ; does  odd  jobs  like  if  they 
ain’t  too  heavy.’  ‘ What  would  be  the  price  of  one  of 
those  rare  insects  ? ’ ‘ Half-a-crowiul,  an’  ye  ken  have 

it  in  a couple  o’  days’  time.’  I gave  him  the  order  and 
marched  off  home,  rather  out  of  temper  at  my  want  of 
success.  At  the  time  appointed  I went  to  meet  my 
entomological  rustic,  and  he  produced  the  tty  from  his 
pocket.  There  was  not  the  least  pretence  about  it,  for 
it  was  literally  the  tuft  of  hair  off  the  end  of  a calf’s 
tail,  with  two  large  green  glass  beads  fixed  as  eyes,  one 
on  each  3ide.  One  glance  at  the  way  the  hook’s  flight 
was  arranged  told  me  he  was  a true  brother  of  tho  gentle 
craft.  To  my  astonishment,  he  declined  the  proffered 
half-crown,  saying,  ‘Doan’t  ye  niver  buy  a pig  in  a 
poke — -’taint  healthy.  Arter  ye’ve  tried  ’un,  yo  ken  pay 
’un;  I sha’n’t  be  fur  off.  I ain’t  got  no  leave  ter  fish, 
so  I’ll  jest  clear  out.  Them  there  jacks  lays  'twixt  the 
runs  in  the  weeds.  Let ’em  hev  it.’  That  rare  fly  was 
thrown  into  one  of  the  runs,  and  gently  drawn  on  the 
surface  towards  us.  Splash — and  jack  number  one  was 
fixed  and  soon  landed  ! Four  tim-*s  this  process  was 
repeated,  with  tho  result  that  four  nice-sized  fish  were 
landed.  On  leaving  the  pond  I was  met  by  the  rustio 
fly-maker.  I smiled  at  him.  ‘ ’Tis  all  right,  I knows, 
master.  That  ’ere  fly  hov  jest  done  the  trick  clean.’ 
When  he  received  his  half-crown  and  a little  over,  he 
said,  in  the  fulness  of  his  heart,  ‘ When  that  ’ere  fly  gets 
tho  wuss  fur  wear,  I’ll  jest  mek  ye  anuther  fur  nuthin’, 
dang  my  brass  buttons  ef  ah  doan’t  1 ’ ” 
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PANMtmtB  AR1HS  HOTEL, 

EDZELL,  BY  BRECHIN,  N.B. 

IXXOKLLKNT  BAI.MON  »I1<1  TROUT  MBHINO  on 

j.  NORTH  KMK,  KHKK  to  noUil  VlHltors.  IlnillileH 
-*  the  Hotel  witter,  the  splendid  Ti-outlng  Htreemr 
of  aienoHk,  In  which  Trout  of  (food  else  end  quality 
abound,  are  within  oomv  dlHtanoo.  Thin  1m  u quiet  and 
bountiful  r*'tr«  ut,  und  the  flMhliiK  1m  Rood  ull  the  Spring 
end  Buiuinor  month*.  (lolf  oouruo  b«Hldo  Ilotol. 
Shooting  over  1600  aoroM  by  tho  day  or  wool. 
Koopern  and  dog*  kopt.  Particular*  on  application. 
KKITII  KNOWLES,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL,  ROACH  AND  BREAM  TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 


FISHERS 


Should  try  a day’s  Fishing  In  tho  350  acre#  of 
water.  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 


BANFF. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL 

Visitors  may  obtain  Angling  on  the  River 
Devoron,  in  tho  immediate  neighbourhood, 
on  Moderate  Terms. 

H.  SCHAERER,  Manageress. 


J=»  E R X H S H I R E. 

STANLEY,  N B. 

In  the  heart  of  the  Salmon  Country. 

VICTORIA  MAY  HOTEL, 

NOW  OPEN  as  an  Anglers’  Resort  and  Tourists’ 
Quarters.  Overlooking  the  princely  Tay,  where 
Leoch  pictured  “ Briggs  ” in  Punch  landing,  his 
first  salmon  in  his  arms  ; also  where  John  Bright 
caught  his  last  fish,  a grilse  of  Gib. 

This  Hotel  is  established  to  meet  the  wants  of 
sportsmen  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to 
stay  in  Perth.  Stanley  is  equi-distant  between 
Dunkeld  and  Perth,  the  Hotel  is  therefore  most 
convenient  for  gentlemen  fishing  the  best  reaches 
of  the  river.  The  district  is  historical,  romantic, 
and  beautiful ; climate  bracing  and  healthy. 

WllalcIABI  WHITE,  Proprietor. 
Telegraphic  Address — “Hotel,”  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire 


YT  KltY  mortnrato  ohargoa.  facing  the  sua  and  Ley,  the 

He  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY 

held th  roeurt.  Oimd  game  anil  wild  fowl  ehootlriff 
UuMlilent  Doctor  In  tile  vllluKO 


HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 


J DOW8E,  Proprietor. 


border  esk, 

LONUTOWN,  CUMBERLAND. 

Good  Accommodation  for  Gentlemen. 
Close  to  river. 

Apply  T.  STORY, 

WHEATSHEAF  HOTEL. 


M°S 


KILL  ALOE,  IRELAND, 
reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 


A UUCkO'u  --  - , 

***.  Grlsle,  and  Trout  Fishing  In  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland  on  application  to  S.  J.  HURLSY,  Killaloe, 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.—' The  Green  Drake  season  cn 
lake  oommenoos  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  ahout  lr>  thousands 


tenbury. 

t 3-f. e swan  hotel. 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  AND  GRAYLING 
FISHING. 

Special  Terms  for  Families  for 
Winter  Months. 

Three  Packs  of  Foxhounds  within  easy  distance. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOT  S. 

EVERY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  OUSE, 

For  Anglers  and  others.  Sunday  Fishing.  Boats, 
Billiards,  &c.  'Write  or  wire  for  condition  of 
water  and  prospects  of  sport  before  coming; 
also  see  “ Biver  Reports.” 

WM.  NASH,  Proprietor. 


Travelling  Trunks, 

Saratoga  Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 

Hold  alls,  Hat  Cases,  Bugs,  Straps, 
and  Umbrellas. 

A Splendid  Assortment 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 

Illustrated  Price  List,  combining  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BRIGGATE,  LEEDS, 

AND  AT 

xr  I LONDON,  134  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 

WESTON  FISHERY,  BIRMINGHAM, 21,22, 23, New st 

— ; WOLVERHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St 

FOR  SALE, 

At  reasonable  prices, 

YEARLING  LOCH  LEVEN  AND  FARIO 

TROUT, 

From  3 to  6 inches;  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Frcm  6 to  lO  inches. 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner’s 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

“ Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous.”— 
Angler' < Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station 


Apply  to 

Col.  OTTSTAHOB, 

WESTON,  NORWICH.  


ISLEWORTH. 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  INN. 

Evert  accommodation  for 

ANGLERS  and  others.  Sunday  fish- 
ing ; lovely  view  over  river.  Bed  and 
breakfast  from  Is.  6d.  ; dinners  (meat, 
bread,  and  two  vegetables)  Is.  ; teas  from 
Gd.  and  9d. 


DARLINGTON’S  HANDBOOKS. 

“ Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  is  com- 
manded by  the  Queen  to  thank 
Mr.  Darlington  for  a copy  of  his 

_ Handbook.” 

‘Nothing  better  could  be  wished  tor.”— British  Wielely. 
“ jjar  supeiior  to  ordinary  guides/  —London  Daily 

Chronicle. 

As.  each. 

Illustrated.  Maps  by  John  Bartholomew,  F.R.O.S. 
Bournemouth  and  the  New  Forest. 

The  Channel  Islands. 

The  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  Vale  of  Llangollen. 

The  North  Wales  Coast. 

Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  and  Cardigan  Bay. 

Llangollen : Darlington  4 Co.  London:  W.  J. 
Adams  & sons. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO  YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Grayling, 

FOR  SJAIUE. 

For  Price  List  apply  to 

THOS.  ANDREWS, 

Westgate  House. 

G-TTIILjIDT^OIE^ID. 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  & Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— File*  for 
British.  Columbia  a Speciality. 
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ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAH,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR  THE  PRICE  TO  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO, 
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Cormpoittence 

[ We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

HOW  TO  DEAL  WITH  SALMON  PROBLEMS. 

Sib, — Only  as  recently  as  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
Flyfishers’  Club  dinner,  the  statement  was  made  to  me 
that  “ We  know  next  to  nothing  of  the  natural  history  of 
the  salmon.”  There  always  exist  a large  number  of 
persons  who  are  ignorant  upon  any  particular  subject 
simply  because  they  are  too  idle  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  what  has  been  discovered  and  established 
as  absolute  fact,  and  ignorant  persons  are  apt  to  gauge 
the  knowledge  of  others  by  their  own  low  standard, 
which  is  scarcely  fair  to  intelligent  workers  who  en- 
deavour to  unravel  the  tangled  skein  of  ichthyology.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  remark  above  quoted,  because  we 
in  reality  do  know  a great  deal  of  the  history  of  the 
salmon,  but  I freely  admitthat  we  have  yet  much  to  learn. 
At  the  present  moment  there  appears  to  be  no  one  to 
take  up  the  reins  ; no  one  with  sufficient  energy,  enter- 
prise, time,  or  opportunity  to  advance  the  science  at  a 
pace  greater  than  the  snail’s  crawl.  It  seems  a pity  to 
allow  the  study  to  drop  dead,  and  for  us  to  sit  down 
contented  in  our  ignorance ; and  if  one  of  us  cannot 
alone  do  the  work,  why  should  not  a number  combine  ? 
Herr  Landmark,  the  inspector  of  fresh-water  fisheries 
in  Norway,  has  set  us  an  excellent  example,  and 
by  the  system  of  marking  fish  has,  at  ali  events, 
advanced  our  knowledge  upon  several  points,  but, 
as  he  wisely  remarks,  his  experiments  have  not  yet  been 
conducted  upon  a scale  so  extensive  as  to  render  it 
prudent  to  finally  accept  his  results  as  incontrovertible 
facts. 

Governments  wrangle  upon  questions  no  more  interest- 
ing than  Veto  Bills  and  Land  Acts,  and  advancement  in 
natural  history  must  be  effected  and  financed  by  private 
enthusiasts.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  value  of 
the  system  of  marking  fish,  and  if  even  a few  owners 
or  lessees  of  rivers  were  to  practice  the  system  for  a 
few  years  we  should  gain  a vast  amount  of  knowledge 
as  to  the  salmon’s  wanderings,  and  his  yearly  increase 
in  weight,  and  I think  we  should  soon  arrive  at  a more 
definite  knowledge  than  we  at  present  possess  as  to  the 
intervals  between  breeding. 

Will  owners  and  lessees  of  salmon  rivers  come  for- 
ward and  form  a small  association  to  further  our 
knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of  Salmo  salar?  In 
Great  Britain  no  loss  would  result  from  marking 
fresh  fish,  for  kelts  would  serve  the  purpose,  and  the 
only  cost  would  be  that  of  the  metal  labels  and  the 
rewards  for  their  recovery,  and  perhaps  a little  printing, 
&c.  If  gentlemen  interested  in  this  subject  will  address 
me  as  below,  I will  with  pleasure  endeavour  to  bring 
them  together,  but  no  time  should  be  lost,  as  the  angling 
and  netting  seasons  are  close  at  hand. — Yours  truly, 

Fraser  Sandeman. 

Flyfishers’  Club,  Arundel  Hotel, 

Arundel- street,  Strand. 


THE  MINNOW  QUESTION. 

Sir, — There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
greater  majority  of  correspondents  writing  your  valuable 
paper  for  information  gladly  accept  and  take  for  granted 
that  their  answers  come  (as  I have  always  found  them) 
from  thoroughly  practical  writers.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  some  write  merely  to  pick  their  answer  to 
pieces  and  endeavour  to  retaliate  upon  the  same  in 
rather  unseemly  manner.  Under  the  above  heading, 
your  correspondent  “ Oirmuhan  ” writes,  Dec.  1,  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette , “No  doubt  the  minnow  follows  and 
destroys  the  spawn  of  roach,  gudgeon,  trout,  and  every 
other  fish.”  Now,  wishing  to  answer  this  paragraph, 
and  nothing  more,!  took  the  precaution  to  commence  a3 
follows  : I do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  discussion  on 
minor  or  immaterial  points  on  the  minnow  question  then 
going  on,  but  would  wish  to  remark  on  your  corres- 
pondent’s paragraph  as  above.  My  answer  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  quite  suitable,  because  he  states, 
“ I did  not  intend  including  trout,  but  meant  to  say 
the  ova  of  loach,  gudgeon,  pike,  &c.”  It  was  owing  to 
the  word  “trout”  being  inserted  which  caused  me  to 
write.  And  being  certain  that  minnows  are  not  capable 
of  destroying  trout  ova,  especially  when  your  correspon- 
dent states  : “ The  average  size  of  our  minnows  does 
not  exceed  an  inch  and  a quarter  to  a half,  except  in  a 
few  places  at  spawning  time,  and  in  the  spring  time, 
when  they  come  out  hungry  from  their  winter  resorts, 
minnows  pick  at,  _ worry,  and  kill  the  young  trout 
alevins,  &c.”  This  is  feasible  enough.  But  where  do  the 
ale  vins  come  from  ? “The  few  large  trout  to  be  had  here  are 
big  headed,  lanky,  flabby  fleshed  fish,  more  like  pike  than 
trout.”  “ Oirmuhan”  then  states : “ As  to  minnows  bei-  g 
able  to  breik  up  trout  ova,  t have  seen  them  pick  and  tear 
up  the  tough  entrails  of  a dead  pig,  which  had  got  into 
the  river.”  Query.  How  long  had  the  dead  pig  been  in 
the  water  ? Probably  long  enough  to  become  very  tender 
to  allow  these  midgets  of  minnows  to  pick  and  tear  ad 
lib.  Yourcorrespondentalsostates:  “Mr.  Gosdenshould 
not  conclude,  because  his  experiences  are  in  favour  of 
the  minnows,  that,  therefore,  the  experiences  of  others, 
where  circumstances  may  be  widely  different,  must 
necessarily  agree  with  his.”  I certainly  said  it  was 
“ barbarous”  to  use  chloride  of  lime  to  destroy  them, 
and  maintain  the  same  now.  To  finish  up  his  letter, 
“Oirmuhan”  asks:  “Would  Mr.  Gosden  say  what 
would  be  the  best  and  least  expensive  mode  of  taking 
minnows  out  of  pools  from  4ft.  to  8ft.  deep?”  Well, 
this  is  not  the  season  of  the  year  to  disagree.  The  best 


way  is  by  hoop  nets,  but  see  that  the  mesh  of  the  nets 
are  not  large  enough  to  let  them  through,  and  as  “ con- 
stant application  works  wonders,  so  will  the  hoop  nets 
soon  work  wonders  on  the  minnowp,  and  will  make 
a very  substantial  reduction  in  the  bulk  of  them.  Then 
“Oirmuhan”  asks:  “ Would  the  introduction  of  perchbe 
an  advantage  ? If  so,  could  perch  spawn  be  planted,  and 
how  and  when,  so  that  it  would  not  be  destroyed  by  min- 
nows or  waterfowl  before  hatching  out  ?”  With  regard  to 
turning  in  some  perch  there  certainly  would  be  no  harm 
in  my  opinion  ; but  then  my  opinion — with  regard  to 
the  perch  spawn,  &c.,  if  “ Oirmuhan  ” would  kindly 
refer  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  7,  1885,  he  will 
there  find  under  the  heading  of  “ Perch  Hatching  on  the 
Lima  Principle,”  a paragraph  written  by  Frauk  Gosden, 
with  a foot-note  by  the  Fishing  Gazette  editor,  giving  every 
instruction  as  carried  out  most  successfully  by  myself 
when  acting  as  ichthyologist  and  piscieulturalist  to  his 
late  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  K.G.,  P.C.,  and  if 
“Oirmuhan”  has  not  a copy,  and  cannot  get  one,  if  he 
will  communicate  with  me  I will  endeavour  to  send  him 
a copy.— Yours  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 

Reading. 

Sir,  — I see  some  correspondents  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  again  recommending  turning  in  pike  or  perch  to 
keep  down  minnows,  &c.,  and  I write  to  most  strongly 
advise  anyone  thinking  of  turning  them  in  not  to  do  so, 
unless  they  prefer  to  have  those  fish  only  for  angling 
purposes,  as  they  may  rest  assured  that  pike  and  perch 
will  allow  nothing  else  that  they  can  devour  to  exist  in 
the  same  water  with  them. — I am,  yours  truly, 

D.  U. 


MINNOWS  IN  TROUT  STREAMS. 

Sir, — I have  waded  through  the  different  communica- 
tions about  minnows  in  trout  streams,  but  have  noticed 
that  none  of  the  correspondents  seem  to  hit  one  of  the 
complaints  I hold  against  them,  viz.,  the  larger  fish 
ceasing  to  rise  to  fly  where  minnows  are  at  all  plentiful, 
as  they  are  here  in  the  Strule  and  some  of  its  tributaries. 

I notice  also  one  of  the  correspondents  refers  to  fish 
poaching  in  the  upper  waters  hereabouts.  Well,  why  do 
not  the  conservators  stop  it?  Here,  at  Omagh,  are  two 
carries  or  weirs  without  passes  for  the  fish,  and  here 
hundreds  of  fish  congregate  for  want  of  a passage  over 
the  weirs,  and  require  relays  of  men  to  watch  them  ; 
whereas  if  the  fish  were  allowed  a passage,  these  men 
could  be  distributed  over  these  said  upper  waters 
and  so  stop  much  of  the  poaching  going  on. — I am, 
&c.,  _____  D.  W.  Brearlet. 

Sir, — Mr.  Francis  says  he  should  like  to  know  where 
enormous  shoals  of  minnows  are  now  to  be  found. 
Within  the  last  ten  years  I have  seen  the  water  black 
with  them  for  a number  of  yards,  and,  I believe,  they 
are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  same  place  about  Easter-time 
- — viz.,  in  the  Kennett,  at  Hungerford,  Berks,  one  of  the 
finest  trout  streams — if  not  the  finest— in  England,  the 
fishing  in  which  has  been  recently  let  to  a private 
gentleman  for  a term  of  years  (seven,  I think)  at  a price 
far  below  its  value.— I remain,  &c.,  Eddington. 


THE  PRESERVATION  OF  RIVERS. 

Sir,— In  a recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I vras 
permitted  space,  under  the  beading  “ A Plea  for  Welsh 
Streams,”  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  your  readers 
the  deplorable  condition  of  many  of  the  rivers  of  South 
Wales. 

I pointed  out  that  some  of  them,  owing  to  defective 
or  inadequate  drainage  systems,  were  little  better  than 
open  sewers  ; that  the  channels  of  others  were  being 
choked  with  refuse  from  industrial  concerns  ; and  that 
the  attitude  of  the  County  Councils  towards  the  question 
was  characterised  by  a masterful  inactivity.  I referred 
particularly  to  the  Glamorganshire  County  Council. 
The  late  much  respected  Lord  Swansea  was,  for  a con- 
siderable time,  and  until  his  decease,  chairman  of  this 
body,  but  as  the  deceased  nobleman  owned  several  works 
at  Swansea  which  were  permitted  to  empty  their  refuse 
into  the  River  Tawe  and  completely  ruin  it,  the 
inactivity  complained  of  affords  little  matter  for  wonder. 

Furthermore,  I urged  that,  if  other  good  angling 
streams,  hitherto  untainted  with  pollution,  are  to  bo 
saved  from  the  fate  that  hangs  over  them,  action  of 
some  kind  or  other  must  be  taken  with  a view  to  enforc- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act ; and  in 
order  the  better  to  effect  this  I ventured  to  suggest 
the  formation,  on  a national  basis,  of  an  association  of 
anglers  and  others  interested.  It  was  then,  with  no 
little  surprise,  that  I found,  from  your  issue  of  the  15th 
inst.,  that  such  an  association  was  already  in  existence, 
under  the  title  the  “ Fisheries  Protection  Association.” 

Although  I am,  and  have  been  for  some  time,  a 
constant  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I cannot  recall 
any  previous  mention  of  this  society  in  its  c dumns. 
My  thanks,  therefore,  are  due  to  Mr.  R.  Fielden  for 
his  letter,  and  for  the  admirable  suggestion  which  it 
contained,  viz.  -.  “ that  if  every  fishery  club  in  the 
kingdom  would  subscribe  something,  a very  largo  sum 
would  be  collected,  and  a sort  of  insurance  against 
river  pollution  would  be  the  result.” 

Surely,  sir,  a society  of  this  nature — a society  ex- 
pressly formed  to  counteract  and  prevent  the  evils  of 
river  pollution,  and  in  other  respects  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  anglers — surely  such  a society, 
wore  it  forced  to  hide  its  light  under  a bushel  for  want 
of  sufficient  funds  wherewith  to  carry  on  its  laudable 
crusade,  would  be  a reproach  to  contemporary  anglers, 
numbering  as  they  do  amongst  their  ranks  so  many  of 
whom  but  a few  could,  of  themselves,  were  they  so  | 
lpinded,  place  it  on  a sound  financi?.)  basis.  Could  not 


some  of  the  many  able  contributors  to  the'  fishing 
Gazette  be  induced  to  take  an  interest  in  tbs  mutter? 

I appeal  to  the  versatile  “ Dragnet  ” on  behalf  of  the 
long-suffering  anglers  of  South  Wales,  and  will  ask  him 
to  favour  us  with  his  opinions  on  the  subject  in  his 
admirable  weekly  notes.— I am,  &c.,  T.  J.  Evans. 


WET-FLY  AND  DRY-FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I omit  tie  word  versus  in  heading,  as 
it  has,  in  my  opinion,  no  real  locus  standi,  and  venture, 
as  one  of  the  wet- fly  school,  to  offer  a few  remarks  on  this 
subject.  I read  with  pleasure  Mr.  Tod’s  and  another 
letter  in  your  last  issue,  but  re  Mr.  Gednev’s  in  that  of 
Dec.  8 I fail  to  understand  why  he  should  talk  of  our 
many  “ misses  ” and  of  a converted  floater  as  one  who 
is  destined  to  “ fish  with  a sunk  fly  down-stream.” 
Under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  no  marvel  if  ho 
missed  everything  and  killed  none.  It  must  have  been 
a cunning  wet-fly  fisher  indeed  who  thus  instructed  Mr. 
Gedney.  When  trout  are  taking  we  do  not  miss  many, 
and  as  to  the  “ sunk  fly  down- stream,”  I am  in  the  dark. 
If  a tyro  fished  down,  his  flies  would  be  almost  on  the 
surface,  but  then  we  don’t  fish  down  stream.  We  throw 
up-stream  and  across,  letting  our  flies  go  naturally  with 
the  water,  not  against  it,  and  sometimes  play  the  first 
dropper  on  the  surface  as  a living  fly.  As  to  “ likely  flies,” 
we  can  present  to  the  fish  quite  as  good,  if  not  better, 
imitations  of  those  on  the  water  than  the  dry-fly  man 
can,  being  seldom  without  an  assortment  of  well-known 
flies,  tied  in  different  sizes,  which  we  know  are  bound 
to  be  on  the  water  at  certain,  and,  I may  add,  uncertain 
times  also.  We  certainly  fish  with  sunk  flies  on  occasion 
when  necessary.  But  this  is  a study  in  itself,  and 
probably  an  enigma  to  Mr.  Gedney,  though  easily 
translatable  to  Mr.  Tod  and  other  wet-fly  artists. 
What  cross-lining  has  to  do  with  our  art  is  a 
mystery ; and  I never  knew  an  expert  to  use  four 
flies,  usually  two,  and  at  most  three.  To  be 
successful  a very  close  study  of  insect  life  and 
production  is  a necessity  to  the  wet-fly  exponent,  and 
the  river  bank  is  his  alma  mater.  Neither  are  we  as 
much  in  the  dark  about  the  position  of  our  flies  sub 
aquis  as  Mr.  Gedney  hints.  As  to  long  lines,  I am  with 
Mr.  Tod,  and  throw  as  short  a one  as  I possibly  can, 
consistently  with  achieving  my  object,  wading  always 
when  advisable.  The  scientific  principle  against  a long 
line  is  obvious.  Yet  even  dry-fly  men  are  often  neces- 
sitated to  use  it.  Had  Mr.  Gedney  studied  wet-fly 
fishing  closely  he  would  never  have  used  such  fallacious 
arguments  against  it.  It  is  a system  practised  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  and  on  thousands  of  miles  of  water, 
while  the  dry-fly  art  is  comparatively  very  limited— 
necessarily  so  on  account  of  the  water  which  suits  it. 
If  we  merely  take  the  rivers  and  streams  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  and  make  a tabular  statement  of 
the  water  area  in  globo  on  which  dry-fly  could  be  used 
successfully,  what  would  be  the  majority  in  mileage  for 
the  wet-fly  ? There  is  no  necessity  to  convert  the  dry 
fisherman.  Let  him  pursue  sport  in  his  own  way. 

I honestly  believe  that  the  dry-fly  system  is  a most 
difficult  and  beautiful  phase  of  angling,  but  as  the  off- 
spring of  the  older  art  it  should  not  wax  so  undutiful  as 
to  recognise  no  virtue  in  its  ancestor,  which,  unlike  a 
departed  age,  still  flourishes  far  and  wide  ; and,  I main- 
tain, excels  its  precocious  progony  in  piscatorial  science 
and  the  innumerable  difficulties  which  beset  the  path  of 
the  learner. — Yours  faithfully,  Black  Hackle. 

WET  v.  DRY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir,— Although  a dry-fly  fisherman  by  prefer- 
ence, I believe  there  is  more  judgment  and  past  experi- 
ence brought  to  bear  by  fishing  a wet  than  a dry  fly. 

In  wet-fly  rivers,  which  as  a rule  are  rough  streams 
without  much  weed,  what  the  fish  aro  rising  at  is  much 
more  an  unknown  quantity,  as  the  broken  water  will  not 
allow  the  angler  to  see  what  the  fish  are  doing,  and  the 
way  they  rise  is  a great  indication  of  what  thoy  are 
rising  at. 

On  a calm,  clear  chalk  stream  the  conditions  are  quite 
different— one  gets  below  a rising  fish,  and  the  fly  is 
coming  down,  sitting  high  on  the  water,  and  a passing 
fly  being  caught  turns  out  to  be  a Pale  Olive.  If  you 
have  a Yellow  Quill  Hare-ear  on  the  cast,  it  is  worth  a 
trial,  and  possibly  goes  right  the  first  time,  but  he  does 
not  rise  ; still,  you  see  his  head  turn  a little,  and  give 
him  a rest. 

On  catching  another  fly,  you  find  there  is  another 
kind  coming  down  as  well ; when  you  probably  change 
to  it  or  to  something  quite  different,  but  as  everything 
is  clear  and  open  you  can  judge  within  short  extremes 
what  the  fish  is  taking  (smuts  excluded). 

In  fishing  a wet-fly  river  surface  flies  are  not 
an  infallible  guide  ; a rise  may  be  larva,  drowned  fly, 
&o.,  and  the  same  guide  in  seeing  a fish  take  a floating 
fly  is  wanting,  and  judgment  is  pitted  against  eyesight 
far  more  as  to  the  fly  to  kill  with. 

The  necessity  of  accuracy  in  casting  must,  I think, 
remain  with  the  dry-fly  fisherman,  as  his  fish  will  not 
turn  out  of  his  run  to  take  a fly,  whereas  a wet-flv  fish 
will  move  a foot  or  so  to  get  a fly,  and  is  not  so  easily  put 
down. 

It  is  not  only  on  wet-fly  rivers  that  fish  can  bo  killed 
on  wet-fly,  as  many  a brace  of  trout  have  I killed  on 
Test  on  suitable  days  fishing  wet,  but  the  day  must  be 
one  on  which  surface  flies  are  damaged  and  drowned, 
and  the  artificial  dressed  with  the  wings  flat,  or  some 
hackle  fly  of  Borts.  A fish  making  a head  and  tail  rise, 
coming*  well  out  of  the  water,  if  steadily  fished,  wilt 
often  be  killed  wet,  yet  such  a fish  the  “ high  art  ” dry- 
fly  man  would  pass  on  one  side. 

Well  do  I remember  such  a fish  the  summer  before 
la3t  in  a mill  dam  ; that  fish  cost  me  hours,  but  I killed 
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him  on  u i'iiykt  fTayklo  itt  lust.  llo  would  mako  head 
and  'Is IT'  lVos  lAvtrV  day  for  nearly  two  wcob,  and  I 
know'the  AhIiIuMI,  but  never  saw  him  rim)  truly  to  a 
natural  lly,  iih  ho  always  kopt  right  down  on  tho  bottom. 

A combination  of  tho  two  stylos  must  bo  the  boat,  but 
tho  taokle  uh<  d for  ono  is  not  very  suitable  for  tho  other, 
although  it  can  bo  made  to  do,  and  it  scorns  to  mo  that 
thiH  difforonno  in  tho  taoklo  is  ono  of  tho  reason*  why 
tlio  combination  is  not  more  often  made,  ami  each  ono 
sticks  to  tho  stylo  which  on  tho  average  suits  his  river 

Tho  knowledge  of  rivor  life  and  things  fish  food  on, 
apart  from  tho  question  of  stocking  our  rivers  in  tho 
futuro  wiili  flies  us  well  as  fish,  is  a beautiful  study,  but 
is  a soienoo  of  itself,  and  I fail  to  woe  how  the  know  ledge 
that  an  Olivo  may  become  an  Alder  in  so  many  hours, 
will  help  either  stylo  to  catch  fish  rising  at  Red  Quill  to- 
day. . 

The  expression  “ chuck-and-cbanoe  seems  to  have  a 
disagreeable  taste  about  it.  I heard  it  called  tho  other 
day  “ fishing  tho  water,”  in  opposition  to  fishing  a 
fish,”  and  it  seoms  to  mo  a far  more  courteous  definition. 
— Yours  truly,  Trimmed  Hackle. 

Snt-I  feel  sure  that  all  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  who  are  wet-fly  fishers  will  feel  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  Tod  for  his  admirable  letter  in  your  last  edition.  I 
wish  to  support  Mr.  Tod  in  his  allegation  that  all  wet- 
fly  fishers  do  not  fish  down-stream,  and  that  they  do  not 
ignore  tho  fly  on  the  water.  As  an  instance,  I quote  the 
fly  known  as  the  February  Red.  When  that  fly  is  on 
the  water  the  wet-fly  man  knows  the  value  of  the 
hackled  imitation.  As  other  instances,  I mention  the 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  the  Iron  Blue,  and  the  Yellow 
Dun,  or  May.  In  contradiction  to  Mr.  Gedney,  I 
emphatically  assert  that  the  veteran  wet-fly  fisher  does 
pay  great  attention  to  Nature.  _ , 

Mr.  Gedney  is  correct,  to  a certain  extent,  in  his 
allegation  that  wet-fly  men  fish  with  some  likely 
flies  down-stream,  but  there  are  wet-fly  men  and 
wet-fly  men.  The  typical  down-stream  man  only 
fishes  in  a good  big  water,  and  then  he  has  con- 
siderable success,  but  he  does  little  or  no  good  in  a low 
water ; in  fact,  many  men  will  not  then  go  out.  The 
class  of  wet-fly  men  to  which  I belong  fish  up  stream 
with  hair  or  drawn  gut.  I use  hair  as  a rule.  We  fish 
up  and  across,  and  prefer  fishing  oyer  rising  trout  to  the 
chuck-and-cbance-it  system.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact 
that  great  portions  of  many  trout  streams  are  not 
favourable  to  the  dry-fly.  Many  trout  are  caught  with 
the  wet-fly  in  places  where  a dry-fly  would  be  dragged 
under  in  a moment.  The  real  truth  appears  to  me  this, 
that  the  dry-fly  should  be  used  where  trout  run  large 
and  the  streams  have  a gliding  flow  of. water.  .A  trout 
of  upwards  of  a pound  is  worth  devoting  considerable 
time  to.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  in  the  North  of 
England  an  average  of  three  to  a pound  is  good. 
Imagine  a dry-fly  man  devoting  half  an  hour  in  the 
attempt  to  capture  a Coz.  trout.  Where  would  he  be  at 
the  end  of  a day  in  comparison  with  the  wet-fly  man  ? 

With  regard  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  dry  and  the 
wet  fly  man,  the  former  only  casts  when  he  can  see  a 
rise  ; he,  therefore,  may  be  compared  to  a man  who 
only  shoots  driven  game.  The  wet-fly  man  frequently 
fishes  when  there  is  little  apparent  rise,  and  he  thus 
obtains  knowledge  where  the  trout  may  be  found  during 
the  several  seasons,  and  upon  that  knowledge  much  of 
his  success  depends  : he,  therefore,  may  be  compared  to 
the  man  who  finds  his  own  game  with  the  assistance  of 
his  dog. 

I believe  that  the  dry-fly  man  contends  that  his  branch 
of  the  art  of  angling  is  the  most  difficult  to  acquire. 
I advise  such  a man  to  endeavour  to  acquire  the  art  of 
minnow  fishing  up-stream  in  low-  and  clear  water,  for  I 
contend  that  minnow  fishing  in  low  water  is  the  most 
difficult  of  all  the  branches  of  angling  to  become  a pro- 
ficient in,  and  I cannot  understand  how  some  men  pro- 
fess to  despise  it.  If  a man  wants  to  be  a successful 
angler,  he  must  adapt  his  lure  and  mode  of  fishing  to 
circumstances,  for  neither  the  wet  nor  tho  dry  fly  will 
tell  under  all  conditions,  and  tho  accomplished  angler 
is  the  man  who  can  adapt  himself  to  all  possible  condi- 
tions under  which  trout  may  bo  captured. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Cadman. 


MR.  TOD  AND  MR.  GEDNEY  ON  DRY-FLY  v. 

WET-FLY. 

Sir,— Apropos  of  this  eternal  controversy  of  dry-fly  v. 
wet-fly,  let  me  quote  a passage  from  the  Bod  and  the 
Gun,  by  James  Wilson,  published  in  1840  : 

“Flyfishing  ..  . . ought  not  to  be  regardod  exclu- 

sively as  an  art  of  imitation.  It  no  doubt  depends  on 
deception,  which  usually  proceeds  on  tho  principle  of 
ono  thing  being  successfully  substituted  in  the  likeness 
of  another ; but  Bacon’s  distinctive  definitions  of  simu- 
lation and  dissimulation  place  tho  subject  in  a truer 
light.  As  simulation  consists  in  the  adoption,  or  affec- 
tation of  what  is  not,  while  dissimulation  consists  in  the 
careful  concealment  of  what  really  is — the  one  being  a 
positive  the  other  rather  a negative  act — so  tho  great 
object  of  the  fly  fisher  is  to  dissimulate  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  his  expected  proy  from  detecting 
tho  artificial  nature  of  his  lure,  without  troubling  him- 
self by  a vain  effort  to  simulate  or  assume  with  his  fly 
the  appearance  of  any  individual  or  specific  form  of 
insect  life.  There  is,  in  truth,  little  or  no  connection 
between  the  art  of  angling  and  the  science  of 
entomology.” 

This  is  from  tho  pen  of  a wet-fly  man,  and  would 
make  it  appear  that  Mr.  Gedney  relies  on  simulation, 
while  Mr.  Tod  (oh  fie  !)  practices  dissimulation. — Yours, 

Val  Conhon. 


BULL  TROUT  EATING  SALMON  OVA. 

Sir  With  much  pleasure  I endeavour  to  answer  your 
correspondent  “ Mona’s  ” letter  in  this  weeks  Fishing 
Gazette.  “ With  regard  to  the  salmon  spawnor  in 
depositing  her  ova  is  in  actual  contact  with  tho  bed 
floor  on  which  she  exudes  tho  eggs,  as  she  moves  slowly 
upwards,  the  eggs  adhering  to  tho  surface  of  the  stones 
or  gravel  in  virtunof  a glutinous  adhesiveness,  Ac.,  Ac. 
This  l fully  explained  in  my  last,  hut  “ Mona  ” does  not 
seem  quite  satisfied  on  the  subject ; probably  “Mona” 
is  not  aware  that  salmon  and  trout  ova  are  heavier 
than  water,  and  their  weight  will  keep  them  in  their 
original  position  any  length  of  time  unless  disturbed  by 
some  unforeseen  accident,  say  by  “ freshet  ’ or  other 
“spawners”  (bull  trout,  if  any  in  tho  river).  All  ova 
so  disturbed,  if  not  eaten  up  by  its  numerous  enemies, 
are  not  lost  if  properly  impregnated  ; they  may  bo  car- 
ried some  considerable  distance  from  the  ova  bods,  and 
yet  find  a secure  resting  place  until  the  time  of  hatching 
out,  thus  showing  that  all  the  “ova”  that  escapes  iu 
any'  way  aro  not  irretrievably  lost.  When  I spoke  in  my 
last  of  spawning,  a ripe  female  the  moment  she  is 
handled  commences  to  shed  the  “ ova”  (not  ono  at  a 
time)  immediately,  not  giving  time  to  place  a receptacle 
in  position  to  catch  the  same.  The  consequence  is  all 
that  has  escaped  is  irretrievably  lost.  When  I say  lost, 
not  having  been  impregnated,  and  no  chance  of  being  so. 
Consequently  they  may  remain  as  they  were  distributed 
upon  detachment,  or' get  eaten,  or  remain  in  certain 
spots  until  rotten.  Had  the  same  ova  been  impregnated, 
and  the  vessel  accidentally  pushed  over,  and  the  ova 
had  fallen  into  the  river,  I should  not  then  say  the 
“ova”  was  irretrievably  lost.  “Mona”  also  states, 

“ That  ova  swept  away  surely  means  miscarriage  in  any 
case.”  Certainly  not.  If  all  the  ova  thus  swept 
away  was  immediately  eaten,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
that  swept  away,  but  supposing  only  half  of  that  swept 
away  was  thus  lost,  the  other  half  would  stand  every 
chance  of  hatching  out  in  some  portion  of  the  river 
where  a lodgment  was  found. 

“Mona”  also  asks  what  interval  elapses  between 
“ deposition  and  fecundation,  and  does  the  male  fish 
follow  up  bis  mate  so  closely  as  to  offer  a mechanical 
obstruction  to  the  escape  of  the  ‘ ova-’  ” Certainly  not. 
To  explain  the  form?  r part  of  the  question,  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  understood  if  explained  as  really  seen 
by  numbers  of  persons  from  the  centre  of  Countess  Weir 
Bridge,  over  the  River  Exe,  near  Topsham.  Two  salmon 
are  seen,  one  a short  distance  in  front  of  the  other,  the 
foremost  fish,  being  a male  fish,  every  now  and  again 
dropping  down  by  the  side  of  the  female,  but  some  little 
distance  from  her.  Then  up  to  the  front  again,  and 
every  now  and  again  the  water  became  quite  cloudy 
behind  him,  and  which  seemed  almost  to  obscure  the 
female.  This  went  on  until  the  tide  flowed,  and  they 
moved  further  up-stream.  “Mona”  no  doubt  is  aware 
that  in  one  single  drop  of  spermatozoa  there  are 
thousands  of  germs.  It  is  perfectly  wrong  to  imagine 
that  the  “ ova  ” adheres  to  the  surface  of  stones  by 
virtue  of  a glutinous  substance  before  impregnation, 
and  after  impregnation  the  glutinous  substance  only 
lasts  for  about  twenty  minutes  or  so,  more  or  less. 
Trusting  this  will  meet  “Mona’s”  views,  from  a six- 
teen year  pupil  of  the  late  Frank  Buckland.  Y ours,  Ac., 

Reading.  Frank  Gosden. 

DEATH  TO  THE  POACHERS  ! 

Dear  Sir,— The  T.A.P.S.  are  doing  their  utmost  to 
improve  fishing  on  the  Thames.  Their  river  keepers 
are  able  to  deal  with  those  who  fish  illegally,  but  they 
are  quite  incapable  of  dealing  with  a most  dangerous 
class  of  poachers.  I allude  to  the  swans,  who  destroy 
large  quantities  of  fish  spawn. 

I have  been  a Thames  fisherman  all  my  life,  and  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years  have  regularly  fished  the 
Shepperton  waters.  I am  therefor©  able  to  state  that 
at  the  present  time  fourteen  swans  (twelve  old  and  two 
young)  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  this  back-water. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  whether 
the  owners  of  these  swans  have  legal  right  to  allow  this 
or  any  other  portion  of  the  Thames  to  become  over 
populated  with  them  so  as  to  endanger  the  welfare  of 
Thames  angling  - — I am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edgar  Chas.  Baker. 


FISHING  FOR  PRIZES. 

Sir,— Said  an  old  angling  friend  the  other  day  : “If 
there  were  no  prizes  there  would  be  no  clubs,”  and  if 
there  were  no  fish  there  would  be  no  prizes,  and  this  is 
what  it  is  coming  to.  All  I can  say  is,  I belong  to  a 
club,  and  wo  give  no  prize  whatever.  Does  my  old  friend 
mean  to  say  that  I enjoy  angling  any  loss  on  this 
account  ? Not  a bit.  Supposing  I caught  a pike  111b., 
a trout  31b.,  a roach  lilb. , what  is  to  prevent  me  from 
having  those  fish  stuffed  to  adorn  the  walls  of  my  club, 
without  receiving  a guinea,  an  armchair,  or  a trombone. 
I object  to  receive  anything  of  the  kind  for  what  tho 
humblest  member  could  have  accomplished  under  tho 
same  circumstancos,  and  probably  would.  Therefore, 
our  first  resolution  was  no  prizos.  So  far  back  as  1882 
I read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  : “ It  must  bo  remembered 
that  this  is  tho  age  of  competition,  and  that  many 
London  clubmen  pride  thomsolvos  as  much  on  their 
power  of  detecting  and  killing  almost  imperceptible 
bites,  as  in  their  ability  to  turn  out  a good  piece  of 
cabinet  work  or  carpentry  ; the  result  is  a match  to  decide 
the  knotty  point.”  In  this  quotation  of  a well-known 
London  angler  one  has  tho  whole  thing  in  a nutshell  ; 
but  my  friend  the  doctor,  for  instance,  does  not  try  to 
prove  himself  tho  better  angler  by  catohing  all  tho  fish 
he  can,  and  going  rampant  ; ho  goes  angling  in  hiH  quiet, 
careful,  methodical,  deliberate  way,  for  the  love  and 


pleasure  of  tho  pastime  it»elf,  and  if  only  one  member 
cate  be*  fish  ho  is  certain  to  reeeive  tho  laudation  of  his 
brother  anglers.  No  prizes.  I visit  tho  house,  say.  of 
an  angling  friend,  whore  I roe  huge  roach,  pike,  carp, 
bream,  and  trout,  and  ninety-nine  timPS  out  of  100  it 
simply  moans  that  ho  has  the  time,  money, land  influence 
to  fish  in  waters  where  such  fir- h exist,  where  they  can 
bo  caught,  and  where  you  and  I,  gentle  reader,  could  go 
and  do  likewise  if  wo  had  similar  advantages.  They 
never  come  ; arid  even  if  they  did  it  would  not  matter 
whether  I caught  a 2J  b.  roach,  30ib.  pike,  51b.  tench, 
or  Gib.  bream,  for  the  prize  would  be  the  hearty  con- 
gratulations of  tho  club,  of  this  you  may  rest  assured, 
and  anything  else,  under  tho  circumstances,  would  be 
thought  a robbery. — I am,  Ac.,  Mark. 


A PLEA  FOR  THE  GORGE  HOOK. 

Sir,— The  club  I belong  to  has  been  making  a bit  of  a 
fuss  about  using  gorge  book  for  jack  fishing.  They  say 
it  is  not  sportsmanlike  and  you  should  fish  “ snap.  It 
is  all  very  well  for  those  who  have  plenty  of  money,  and 
who  can  afford  to  throw  away  two  or  three  dozen  dace. 
It  is  quite  different  with  me.  In  the  summer  all  that  I 
want  is  a bit  of  paste  or  twopenny  worth  of  gentles  and 
my  railway  fare,  and  I am  set  up  for  the  day.  But  jack 
fishing  is  another  thing.  You  cannot  go  out  with  less 
than  a dozen  dace— there  goes  one  and  sixpence,  and 
another  one  and  sixpence  for  your  railway,  besides  ths 
little  extras.  You  find  you  can’t  do  a day’s  jack  fishing 
under  five  shillings.  Now,  five  shillings  means  a day’s 
pay,  and  I have  to  save  up  to  get  it,  and  when  you 
come  to  the  fishing  you  cannot  afford  to  see  your  daca 
fly  off  your  hook  every  time  a bit  of  grass  or  leaf  or 
twig  makes  your  line  kink.  When  I see  my  dace  flying 
off  like  that,  I say  to  myself,  there  goes  three  halfpence. 
Besides,  I want  to  take  home  something  for  the  missus, 
as  well  as  having  the  sport— something  for  my  money. 
So  I stick  up  for  the  gorge  hook — it’s  the  poor  mau  s 
hook,  and  I have  had  fine  sport  with  it.  I caught  my 
eighteen  pounder  with  a gorge  hook,  and  when  I struck 
him  he  jumped  three  feet  into  the  air,  and  every  time  he 
caught  sight  cf  me  he  went  away  like  lightning,  till  I 
tired  him  out.  But  I have  been  told  over  and  over 
ao-ain  that  you  must  not  use  the  gorge  hook  ; you’ll  have 
the  bailiffs  down  upon  you  ; it  is  prohibited  by  the  bye- 
laws. I reply,  you  have  not  read  them  it  says  you 
must  not  use  a gorge  hook  unless  you  can  extract  the 
hook  without  damaging  the  fish.  An  East-Ender. 

INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell 
me  the  final  conclusions  arrived  at  with  reference  to 
that  181b.  loz.  carp  that  was  weighed-in  at  two  clubs 
some  few  weeks  ago  ? . 

Also,  as  to  what  was  done  in  the  two  cases  of  buying 
fish  and  weighing  them  in  which  has  occurred  at  Ware 
during  this  last  few  weeks  ? 

I,  myself,  and  several  secretaries  of  angling  clubs, 
think  it  a great  pity  more  publicity  is  not  given  in  the 
angling  Press  on  these  disreputable  matters,  as  a 
warning  to  others  that  may  feel  that  way  inclined  as 
to  what  they  may  expect,  and  not  lead  them  to  believe 
that  such  matters  are  hushed  up.— I am,  sir,  yours 
faithfully,  G.  Greg,  Hon.  Sec.  North  London  A.S. 


A CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir,— In  an  article  relating  to  pike  fishing  in 
Norfolk,  the  second  part  of  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Dec.  15, 1 referred  to  a catch  of  pike  in  private 
waters,  and,  through  an  inadvertence,  stated  the  number 
of  fish,  I believe,  as  sixty-seven.  I find  there  has  been 
a misunderstanding  in  the  matter,  and  that  the  correct 
number  (according  to  my  informant)  was  fifty-three— a 
remarkable  number  nevertheless.  As  it  is  my  desire  to 
be  strictly  accurate  in  anything  I may  write  concerning 
these  waters,  I shall  be  glad  if  yon  will  insert  this 
correction.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  I am 
yours,  &c.,  _____  Angler  Canoeist. 

CLEATOR  MOOR  AND  GLEN  O’  TROOL. 

Str, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  thank  your  two 
esteemed  correspondents,  “ C.  dV . ’ ’ and  Ted,,  for  the 
information  respecting  the  above  localities,  which  I had 
been  months  trying  to  got  at. — Yours  truly, 

Frank  Gosden. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents  which 
is  supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  76,  Chanoery-lane,  London, 
W.C.  All  inquiries  answered  by  them  free  of  ohargo 
to  our  readers. 

R.  F.  Jukes,  of  72,  West  Parade,  Rhyl,  N.  Wales,  for 

“ Improvements  in  artificial  spinning  baits  for 
anglers.” 

S.  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works,  Redditch,  for 

“ Improved  fishing  taoklo.” 


A Lot  oi’  Mon m y is  wasted  every  year  by  people  who  can  ill 
afford  to  lose  it.  They  buy  what  they  do  not  want.,  or  what  at  re- 
wards turns  out  to  be  useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
bought  it  ; and  so  they  are  compelled  to  go  without  many  things 
of  which  they  stand  in  need.  A man  suffering  lroni  headaelte, 
I, .ssi, f appetite.  Indigestion,  or  low  spirits,  will  dose  himself  with 
noxious  drugs,  and  waste  his  money  on  all  sorts  of  useless 
medicines,  wlrti  by  taking  a dose  of  Holloway's  Pills  be  could 
immediately  pul,  himself  right.  Of  course,  if  ho  has  gout, 
rheumatism,  lumbago,  bronchitis,  sore  throat,  or  weak  chest,  lie 
must,  use  Holloway's  Ointment,  a world-famed  remedy  lor  all 
such  complaints. 
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Eegistered  for  Transmission  Abroad.  ' 

( Annual  Subscription  1 

J 10/G,  including  Postage  J-  TWOPENCE 
[ in  Great  Britain.  J 

CADBURY'S  CO< 

ABSPUREELY 

th!Htore 

COUGHS,  COLDS,  ASTHMA, 

BRONCHITIS  & NEURALGIA. 

DR.  J.COLLIS  BROWNE’S 

CHLORODYNE 

A Few  Doses  Quite  Effectual. 

/CAUTION  — The  extraordinary  medical 
reports  on  the  efficacy  of  Cbloroiiyne  render 
it  of  vital  importance  that  the  public  should 
obtain  the  genuine,  which  is  protected  by  Govern- 
ment stamp,  hearing  the  words  “Dr.  J CO'Lts 
Browse’s  Chlorodyne''  See  decision  of  Vice- 
Chancellor  Sir  W.  Page-Wood,  t_e  Times.  July  1(1. 
18(14.  Numerous  testimon’alt  from  eminent 
physicians  accompany  each  bottle. 

From  W.  C.  Wilkinson,  F.E.C.S  , Spalding: — 
l;I  consider  it  invaluable  in  phthisis  and  spas- 
modic cough;  the  benefit,  is  very  marked  indeed.’' 
Sold  in  bottles.  Is.  ltd.,  2s.  9d.,  and  4s.  fid.,  by 
all  Chemists.  Sole  Manufacturer — 

J.  T.  DAVENPOBT,  33,  Gr.  Bussell  St.,  W.C. 


BREAKFAST,  SUPPER. 


GRATEFUL-COMFORTING. 

COCOA 

BOILING  WATER  OR  MILK. 


CARTER  AND  PEEK, 

WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  FISHING  ROD  AND  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD, 

Close  to  “Angel,”  Islington,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Factory  : 1,  2,  and  3,  MYDDLETON  PLACE, 

Timber  Stores:  MERLIN  PLACE. 

THAMES  DACE 

Is.  DOZ. 

New  Catalogue  Ready  Shortly.  Many  Reductions. 

BUMSTED'SLSALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HEP  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN . 


Makes  Boots  and  Har- 
ness waterproof  as  aduck’B 
back  and  soft  as  velvet. 

Adds  three  times  to  the 
wear  and  allows  polishing. 

Gold  Medal  Awards.  ^ 

Tins  2d.,  6d.,  1/-,  and  2/6, 
of  all  Bootmakers,  Sad- 
dlers, Merchants,  or  any 
size  free  2 Stamps  extra 
from  Manufactory,  East 
Dulwich,  London,  S.E. 


F.  W.  ANSTISS 

(MEMBER  OF  THE  JUNIOR  FLY 
FISHERS), 

Naturalist, 

SPECIALIST  IN  FISH 
MOUNTING. 


“A  PIKE  QUERY  ANSWERED” 


Has  anyone  ever  taken  Seven  Pike  Spinning 
with  One  freshly  killed  Gudgeon  ? 

Yes.  Mr.  Bamhridge,  of  Eton,  in  the  presence 
of  a gentleman,  did  this  with  the  new 

“ BEDFORD ” SPINNER 

(PATENT), 

-plry- 

A taking  in  addition  twelve  others,  all  in  three 
and  a half  hours. 

Send  for  Price  and  Particulars  Gratis  to — 

BAMBRIDGE,  ETON,  ENGLAND. 

The  All-round  Practical  Angler.  Wholesale,  Retail,  and 
Export. 

Established  1790. 


35,  FIRST  STREET, 

WALTON  STREET 

CHELSEA,  S.  W, 


Price  Lists  on  Application. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

I TROUT  & MATURE  COARSE  FISH, 

INCLUDING 

Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Carp,  Tench,  Dace. 
Rudd,  Bream,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.. 

Supplied  during  the  present  season  at  reasonable 
prices.  Lists  gratis  on  application  to — 

THOMAS  FORD, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 


Sec  Other  Advertisement— Back  Page. 
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These  Bods  are  unequalled  value,  being  made  from  well-seasoned  selected  materia],  of  which  Messrs.  IIaudy  have  in  their  works  enormous  quantities, 
being  the  unused  parts  of  the  bamboos  from  which  their  celebrated  cane-built,  rods  are  made.  They  are  very  light,  and  quick  in  action.  Balanced 
cedar  handle,  greenheart  top,  spiral  rings,  and  universal  winch  fittings.  Anglers  for  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  will  find  them  the  smartest  and  handiest 
rods  ever  offered  at  the  price.  Prices— 10ft  . I.r>s.  (id.;  10ft.  Gin.,  lGs. ; lift.,  IDs.  Gd. ; 12ft.,  17s.  (id.  When  ordering,  ask  for  newly  issued 
Angler's  Guide  and  List,  value  Is.  fid  , which  will  in  this  case  be  given  Fault. 


G I LLETT 

21s.  JACK  OUTFIT, 

CONSISTING  OP 

East  India  Mottle  Cane  or 
Greenheart  Jack  Rod,  two 
tops,  Snake  Rings,  and 
Spinning  Button;  4- inch 
Optional  Check  Reel,  and  80 
yards  Waterproof  Plaited 
Line. 

J.  GILLETT  & CO., 


ANNUAL  STOCK  - TAKING  SALE. 

1894. 


DURING  the  month  of  DECEMBER  ONLY,  send 
stamped  addressed  envelope  for  LIST  of  GOODS  on 
SALE  to— 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN, 

BOX  D.  43,  C.P.O.  LEEDS. 


G.  PARTRIDGE, 


THE  GOLDEN  PERCH, 


402,  OXFORD  STREET,  W. 

FISHING  BODS  A TACKLE  of  every  description 
made  and  repaired  on  the  premises. 
TROUT  FLY  RODS,  from  Gs.  6d.  each. 
Best  Trout  Flies  on  selected  Gut,  Is.  Gd.  per  doz, 
on  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  doz. 

“The  Anglor's  Handbook"  and  Catalogue  of 
Prices,  post  free  one  stamp. 

Cloth  Binding  Cnses 
FOB  TH8 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THH 
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SPORTSMEN’S  TONIC  STIMULANTS. 

GRANT’S  MORELLA  CHERRY  BRANDY. 

Tko  BportHmcn’H  quality  is  prepared  specially  for  exercise  in  the  open  air. 

GRANT’S  GINGER  WHISKY. 

An  excellent  and  most  wholesome  stomachic  made  with  cboico  whisky  of  great  age. 

GRANT’S  GINGER  GOGNAC. 

A stomachic  of  superior  quality  made  with  fine  brandy. 

Soi.d  by  Wink  Mskchants;  at  all  Eotkls,  &c. 

T.  GBAITT  & SOHSTS,  (Mi-A-IfiDSTOIUTIE,  KENT. 

THE 
CLUB 
HOUSE. 


DUNHSLL, 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Manufacturer  of  Rods 
and  Tackle  of  Every  Description. 

125-127,  EUSTON  ROAD,  LONDON,  N.W. 

(Near  EuBton,  Midland,  ami  Great  Northern  Teimini). 

GOOD  HEWS  FOR  PIKE  ANGLERS. 


THAMES 


Having  made 
special  arrange= 
meats  for  a constant 
supply  of  these  hardy 
Baits,  1 am  enabled  to  offer 
them  at  the  low  price  of  1 3 
per  dozen. 

Being  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Great  Northern,  Midland,  London  and 
Norfti=Western,  and  Metropolitan  Raif = 
ways,  Anglers  using  the  above  lines  will 
find  it  to  their  advantage  to  procure  their 
Bait  at  this  establishment,  and  (hus  reduce  the 
risk  of  loss  ; or  will  be  pleased  to  make  arrange, 
ments  to  meet  any  train  from  9 a.m.  to  7 p.m.  at  St.  Pancras,  Euston,  King’s  Cross, 
or  Gower=street  Stations  (no  extra  charge).  MINNOWS  4d.  PER  DOZEN. 

NEW  iLLLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  NOW  READY,  POST  FREE 

JOHN  COOPER  «§5  SONS, 

NATURALISTS  TO  3.R.E.  THE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

SILVEB  MEDALS,  1877,  ’80,  & ’82. 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 

28,  RADNOR  ST.,  ST.  LUKE’S.  LONDON.  E.C. 

THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 

1 6-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding; 
Deep  Sea  LineB,  sizes  from  CoDger  to  Base.  Ab  nsed  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  Mr.  Senior  (ot 
the  Field),  Authors  of  “ Bod  in  India,”  and  “ The  Sea 
Fisherman,”  Mr.  Marston,  Mr  Pennell,  Mr.  Frank 
Bdckland,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Tiont  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 

Mahseer  Linps,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 

6 yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Be-dress  Lines. 

Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 


CARTRIDGES 

SPECIALLY  LOADED  BY  ELLY  BROTHERS. 

Other  Firms’  Loadings  supplied  if  required. 

SCHULTZE  OP.  S.S.  E.C. 

12  GAUGE  (special  cases)  9s.  3d.  9s.  8d. 

ELEY  S BRASS  EJECTOR  10a  5d.  10s.  8d. 

ELEY’S  GAS  TIGHT  CARTRIDGE,  loaded  with  “ Amberite  ” 

Smokeless  Powder,  12  gauge  10s.  9d. 

BROWN  METAL  LINED  CASES,  12  gauge 7s.  Od. 

MILITARY  EQUIPMENT  STORES  AND  “TORTOISE"  TENT  CO,  Ltd, 

61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON,  S.OT. 

SOLE  ACENTS  in  LONDON  for  HARDY  BROTHERS’  WORLD- 
RENOWNED  ANGLINC  SPECIALITIES. 


THEAKER’S 

PURE  SILK  PLAITED  LINES 

Boach  ...  Is.  8d.) 

Barbel  ...  Zb.  Zcl  { „„ 

Pike  4b.  od  ( P®1  100  y‘rd* 

Salmon  ...  4b.  lOd  ) 

Send  directed  envelope  for  Samples 

Maker  of  the  Nottingham  Centre  Pi d- action 
Beels,  Optional  Check. 

Nottingham  Lobworms,  best,  3s.  per  1000 
Marsh  worms  and  Brandlitmp.  Send  ior  Balt 
List.  The  trade  supplied.  ^ 

THEAKER,  10,  CANAL  ST„  NOTTINGHAM 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY, 

Alpine  Ice  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

ANGLERS’  SUNDRIES. 


FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

HILL  «&  SON, 

4,  HAYMARKET  S W. 

Litti  Frtt 


ANGLERS  IN  IRELAND 

Can  obtain  every  requisite  of  the  best  quality  from 

JOS.  BRADDELL  & SON,  BELFAST 

(Established  83  Years), 

Manufacturers  of  Rods,  Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  every  Requisite  for  Angling. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES  for  every  river.  SPECIALS  TIED. 

Illustrated  list,  with  revised  fishery 'map  and  calendar  of  close  time,  3d.  pest  free. 


LAZE  VYRNWY, 

NORTH  WALES  via  OSWESTRY. 

ST  BASEST  6TATIOIT-I.LAKFYX,I.IKf  CAMBKIAN  RAILWAY. 


660  ACRES  RESERVED  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  FLY  ONLY. 

Spinning  and  Trolling  is  allowed  on  the  other  part  of  the  lake  (about  500  acres). 
Good  Rough  Shooting  from  Sept.  1st  by  Day,  Week,  or  Term. 

Apply  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel. 


GROUSE  MOORS  TO  LET. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLING. 

(MZlESSIRS.  C3-.  LITTLE  & Co., 

63,  Hay  market,  London,  S.W. 

t i t E have  always  in  stock  Large  Quantities  of  Live  Dace, 
- Gudgeon,  and  Minnows,  which  can  be  despatched  at 
a moment’s  notice.  Pike,  Tiouf,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  and 
Bottom  Rods.  Lines,  Traces,  Minnows,  &c.,  in  large 
variety,  and  of  the  Best  Manufacture  only.  Write  for 
Catalogue,  post  free  for  two  penny  s’amps. 

ONLY  AKDIDfiaZESS  : 

Gr*  T--1 1 *3l®  kJL*  Hi  JfcLa  & GO*9 

Practical  Anglers, 

63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.AV. 


A MARVEL  IN  ROD  MAKING. 


Genuine  American  SPLIT  CANE  Trout  Rods. 


Price  25s.  (10,  10J,  and  11  foot.) 

A few  Extracts  from  Customers’  Letters:  Your  wonderful  Split 
Can<  Rod  at  25s  i the  wonder  of  ill  beholders  in  the  shape  of  0 taxmen  “Inn 
well  pleased  with  the  Split  Cano  Rod.  It  is  a splendid  weapon,  and  worth 
: w i(  e i he  price.*’  

Write  for  Catalogue  containing  full  particulars  of  the  above,  and  every  article 
required  in  connection  with  fishing.  Sent  free  to  any  address  in  tho  World  for 
throe  stamps  (cost  of  postage  only). 

IW  All  Novelties  and  Now  Inventions  up  to  Date. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Works, 

EISITOP  YVUCFUJLYvnsriD. 


December  29,  1894] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


61-5 


Is  used  finer  in  size  than  any  line  yet  made.  The  highest  possible  number  of  points  for  accuracy  and  delicacy 

were  scored  at  the  International  Tournament,  1890,  by  <£  Red  Palmer.” 

“ It  is  the  best  line  I ever  had.” — R.  B.  Marston,  Ed.  Fishing  Gazette. 

“ 1 have  used  trout  sizes  for  salmon  spinning  for  years.  They  are  the  best  I ever  used.  Wi.  oenior,  Angling  ibd.,  JJietd. 

WE  CHALLENGE  THE  WORLD 

With  our  best  Steel  Ribbed  and  Steel  Centred  Rods.  They  have  beaten  all  others  for  stiffness  and  strength,  weight  for  weight 
engineer’s  tests  in  Foster’s  Catalogue.  We  challenge  any  maker  to  produce  a rod  to  compare  with  the  Steel  Ribbed  and  Centred  Rods, 
test  to  be  made  by  duly  qualified  engineers,  and  a penalty  paid  by  the  loser.  (See  our  List.) 

Any  Rod  (new  or  old)  can  be  Ribbed  and  thus  Stiffened  and  Strengthened  at  a cost  of  5s.  9d.  If  two  tops,  7s.  6d. 


See 

The 


“ The  Kill  Devil  performs  well.  I 
have  been  out  seventeen  times,  and  have 
taken  forty-six  fish,  weighing  i81  jib.” — 
Rev.  I.  G.  Lloyd,  Bosberston  Rectory, 
Pembroke. 


“ In  nine  days  I killed  521b.  weight  of 
trout  with  yonr  Kill  Devil.” — W.  B. 
Roberts,  Marget-square,  Builth  Wells, 
. Wales. 


“ I have  just  killed  a 281b.  salmon, 
which  had  broken  all  my  friends.  This 
with  your  Kill  Devil.  Please  send  two 
dozen  more  as  per  details  below.” — 
T.  Diver,  Woodlawn,  co.  Galway. 


103  PIKE  WITH  ONE 

report  from  the  Rev.  E.  Per 


The  Perfect  Kill  Devil. 


PRICES-2in.,  2s.  6d.;  2kin.,  2s.  9d.;  2iin, 
Large  Catalogue  Post  Free  3 Stamps  (used  for  postage). 

FOSTER’S, 

London  Agent — Mr.  JAMES  TAYLER  (Scorer  of  the  highest  possible  number  of  points  for 

69,  Hazelville-road,  Hornsey  Rise,  London. 


DESVIIi. 

“ Send  three  more  Devils.  They  are 
the  best  things  that  ever  I used.” — 
George  Whealcroft,  207,  Orwell- 
road,  Liverpool.  _____ 

“ I want  you  to  send  me  another  Kill 
Devil,  a 3in.  one  ; the  one  I have  is  a 2Jin. 
one,  and  I have  killed  over  200  fish  with 
it.” — H.  Pearce,  Hemel  Hempstead. 

“ I have  just  killed  five  pike  and  lost 
one  with  your  Devon,  which  is  Kill 
Devil  in  truth.  I may  as  well  say  my 
oompanion  was  using  the  natural  bait 
on  same  water,  and  could  not  stir  a 
fish.  ...  I now  have  taken  a total  of 
ninety-five  pike  with  this  one  bait.” — 
The  Rev.  Eugene  Perrin,  whilst  at 
Spalding,  Lincolnshire. 

3d.;  3in.,  3s.  6d. 

Samples  of  Lines  and  Abbreviated  Lists  Free. 

ENGLAND. 

accuracy  and  delicacy  with  an  Acme  Line,  International  Tournament,  1890), 
Office  hours,  3 to  7 p.m. 


HAND-MADE  LONG 
FISHING  BOOTS, 45/-,  50/- 


KING,  MALGOM,  L GO., 

Wader  fakers  & Waterproofers, 

19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


SOMETHING 

NEW,” 


Inventors  of  the  Improved 


IMPROVED  FISHING 
STOCKINGS. 


High 

Glass 

Waterproofs. 


(PBOTBOTBD.) 

THE  “PRINCESS  FIBBING  STOCKING.” 

See  Field.  M.rnb  10.  1804. 


FREKE  FISHING  BAG,  1879. 

HANCOCK’S  CATALOGUE  OF  USEFUL  SPORTING  NEW  YEAR’S  GIFTS. 

Also  this  Book  describes  the  Principal  Rivers  of  Great  Britain,  the  Best  Methods  of  Capturing  Fish,  Favourite  Baits, 
and  other  valuable  information  to  the  Angler  in  all  branches  of  the  sport.  Sent  Post  Free  3d- 


THE  HAMPSHIRE  FISHING  KNIFE. 

(Hancook's  Prov.  Patent  3891.) 


THE  CELEBRATED 

“ IMPERIAL” 


BEST 

SELECTED 

GREENHEART 


GUINEA  FLY  ROD 


PIGSKIN 

COVERED 

HANDLE. 


SCALE  HALF  SIZE. 


This  Article  of  utility  to  the  Angler  is  the  very  best 
finish  and  quality. 

PRICE:  STAG,  12  6;  IVORY,  13  6. 


TWO  BEST  TOPS,  DOUBLE  BRAZED,  AND  PARTITIONED  BAG, 
WELL  JOINTED,  STRONG  AND  LIGHT. 

W.  T.  H.  A Co.  guarantee  these  Rods  to  be  the  Cheapest  and  Best  ever  sold  at  the 
price.  For  workmanship  and  finish  they  cannot  bo  equalled,  and  being  the 

sole  Makers 

DEFY  COMPETITION. 

Beware  of  Imitations  claiming  to  be  the  samo  article  but  of  inforior  quality. 
EACII  ROD  BEARS  OUR  FULL  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 

W.  T.  HANCOCK  & CO.,  Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

(Workshops  and  Experienced  Workmen  on  the  Premises) 

308,  HIGH  HOLBORN,  LONDON. 

Established  1837. 

The  largest  Illustrate!}  Catalogue  <yf  Fishing  Tackle  published,  including 

\f..l..«kln  I I 1 , > t ..  i 1 1 f a ,'vrt  el  i.  .rt  I A il  ir  rrlitm  tAlt  I P i lu  I F FPA  .bl 


HANCOCK’S  PATENTED  FISHING  BAG 


The  Field. a We  have  used  no  bag  that  rides  so  easy 

upon  the  hack,  or  is  more  compact.” 

Price  18/6,  21/-, 

Best  Waterpropf  Material 


25  . 

only. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  REWARD. 

KNGT.TSH’S  PATENT  DR7-SM0KIN0  PIPE. 

A try  smoke  guaranteed  or  money  retnrned. 
'as  iv  proof  that  no  other  plpo  will  remain  dry 
wh  >o  smoking,  the  above  reward  1b  offored  for 
any  other  patent  In  the  market  that  will  do  i o. 
t Ab  'urther  proof,  purchasers  can  have  tlelr 
men  w returned,  if  they  fail  to  obtain  adrvirr-  ke 
from  English's  patent.  or 


offored  to  the  public  on  aueh  tortus,  for  the  simple  reaBon  that  no^othorjrlpo  woum  svuuu  ouou  a ti  at. 
Free  by  po«v  Is  art  : ailver-mounted.  Vs  Krt  From  B B.  ENOU8H  l«  Addison  Villas.  Nottingham 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  GIFTS. 

Ab  a ploasing  and  useful  Gift  nothing  can  exceed  one  of  our 

CELEBRATED  CASTLECONNELL  GREENHEART  RODS. 

SPECIAL  OFFER, 

Available  only  up  to  January  5th,  1895. 

For  21s.  we  will  send,  Post  Free,  one  of  our  splendid  four-joint  TROUT 
RODS,  with  Cork  Handle,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  and  Canvas  Case. 

As  wo  feel  sure  that  the  demand  for  these  Rods  will  be  large,  Gentlemen  will  do 
well  to  place  their  ordors  early  in  our  hands. 

Catalogues  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 


TROUT  & OTHER  OVA,  & YEARLINGS 

NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.  SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Information  on  Fish  Culture  Matters  write  to 

J.  J.  ARMISTEAD,  SOLWAY  FISHERY,  DUMFRIES. 

Fstahlished  over  a quarter  of  a century. 


BURGH  LEY  PARK 


H.  WHITTY, 


JOHN  ENRIGHT  & SON, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Makers, 

CASTLECONNELL,  near  LIMERICK,  IRELAND. 

NO  AGENTS. 


ANDERSONS’ 

WADING  BROGUES. 

Mr.  Thomas,  referring  to  our 
No.  1 Brogues,  wrote  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  : “ They  are  SIMPLY 
PERFECT.  They  are  the  BEST 
FINISHED  and  easiest  to  wear 
(whilst  at  the  samo  time  giving  one 
a firm  footing  in  the  river)  that  I 
overused.  I CANNOT  PRAISE 
THEM  TOO  HIGHLY,”  &o. 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  THU  FLY-FISHERS'  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND.  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 

BED,  BREAKFAST,  AND  ATTEND AF  CE  FOR  6s 


Ent,  Sta.  Hall,  Andeisons’,  London. 


REPAIRING 

OUTFIT, 

Containing  Materials  and  Directions  for 
Mending  Waders,  in  neat  box  for  the 
pocket. 

PRICE  2s. 

IF  BY  POST,  2s.  3d. 


Entwikd  at  Stationmis’  Ha [,ij( 


ONLY  ADDRESS- 

Anderson,  Anderson,  <$  Anderson, Ltd. 

The  Waterproof  Manufacturers, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET 

LONDON,  L,0. 


FISHERY. 

PRICE  LIST,  1894  and  1895. 

OVA. 

Salmo  Fario,  per  1000,  £1  ; Fontinalis, 
per  1000,  .£1  10s. 

TROUT. 

S.  Fario,  3 months  old,  perlOOO,  £1  10s. ; 
up  to  6 months  old,  per  1000,  £3;  S. 
Fontinalis,  3 months  old,  per  1000,  £2  ; 
up  to  6 months  old,  per  1000,  £4. 

YEAR-OLD  TROUT. 

Salmo  Fario,  £10,  £12,  £15  per  1000, 
according  to  size  ; S.  Fontinalis,  £12  and 
£15,  ditto. 

Two-year-old  S.  Fario,  £4  per  100. 

W.  T.  SILK,  Manager,  Stamford. 


Successor  to  the  late 


J.  EDMONDSON, 

Fishing  Pod,  Fly,  and 
Tackle  Maker. 


Amateurs  and  Others  supplied 
with  Choice  Seasoned  Wood,  Good 
Out,  and  every  variety  of  Feathers 
and  Material  for  Fly  Making,  &c. 


ONLY  ADDRESSES  : — 

15,  BASNETS  STREET, 
& 7,  QUEEN  AVENUE, 

CASTLE  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


Telephone,  5611. 

Telegrams,  “ Fishing,”  Liverpool. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  &c. 
Artesian  Well  Water.  Electric  Light  Throughout. 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6.30  until  8.15. 

Weddnc  Receptions,  Recimental  and  Club  Dinners,  &c. 


J.  le  C.,  Esq.,  Paris,  writes : “ The 
little  box  you  sent  me  for  Repairs 
to  Waders  has  WORKED  WON- 
DERS, and  I am  only  sorry  I have 
not  known  of  this  before.” 


ANDERSONS’ 

WADING  TROUSERS. 

H.  L.  W.,  Esq.,  Walsingham, 
referring  to  our  No.  1 Gold  Medal 
Fishing  Stockings,  writes  : “ I send 
two  pairs  Stocking  Waders,  which 
please  repair;  they  have  had  MUCH 
WORK  on  the  Dee,  N.B.,  and  have 
SERVED  ME  WELL.” 


ANDERSONS’ 

WADING  STOCKINGS 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  D.,  Hereford, 
writes:  “Kindly  forward  a pair  of 
‘Norge’  Waders,  and  also  a pair  of 
Wading  Stockings,  of  the  same 
quality  as  a pair  of  No.  1 Gold 
Medal  Trousers  purchased  some 
time  ago,  which  are  EXCELLENT 
and  WEAR  BEAUTIFULLY.” 


" Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  tbe  Arundel.”— Charles  Dickens. 

THE  JURUNTDESIg.  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS, 
THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  <fcc. 


ANDERSONS 
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ENGLISH  WICKER  BASKET, 

with  Removable  Bag-, 


TACKLE  CASE, 


For  Holding-  Reel,  Floats,  &o. 


POLISHED  OAK 
SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


The  “ Marlborough  ” 
OAK  SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


TROUT  FLY  BOOK, 

For  keeping  the  Gut  perfectly  straight. 


* 


The  “Francis” 
TROUT  FLY  BOOK. 


DOUBLE  HOOK  FLY  BOX. 


(Invented  by  G.  Ashley  Dodd,  Esq.) 


COLLAPSIBLE  LINE  DRIER. 

(Registered.) 


SALMON  FLY  and  CAST  BOX. 

(Patent.) 


EYED  TROUT  FLY  BOX. 

(Registered.) 


Catalogue  for  1894:,  containing  upwards  of  ISO  Illustrations,  Gratis . 


C.  FARLOW  & CO.,  Ltd.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

EXCHANGE  COLUMN 

Fishings  Required,  Vacancies  for 
Rods,  Situations,  &c. 

Advertisements  inserted  In  this  »•  <>• 
Column.  20  Words  (por  insertion)  1 0 

■jji.tQ (Throe  Insertions)  2 8 

Over  20  Words,  not  exceeding  80  i 6 
Advertisement!  can  not  be  received  later  than  9 a.m. 
on  Friday I. 

N I_  —Those  advertisements  mnnt  bo  prepaid  or 
they  will  not  bo  lnsortod. 

Waders,  waders  now  i«  tho 

time  to  SEND  your  FISHING 
STOCKINGS,  TROUSERS,  &o.,  to  Do 
OVERHAULED.  Send  them  to  King, 
Malcom,  & Co.,  Actual  Makers,  19, 
Leicester- square. 


THE  "KELSON” 

ENAMELLED  3S 
nSS€£  SALMON  LINE. 

Those  Linos  aro  perfectly  Holid.  Flex  lb’ o.  and 
Kinooth,  and  arc  made  in  four  sixes,  of  tho  1 urest 
Silk,  12  yards  in  length. 

Sole  Manuka, tu  units— 

M.  CARSWELL  & CO  , 90,  MITCHELL  ST., 
GLASGOW. 

To  Iro  obtained  retail  through  any  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealer. 


(Two  and  Three  Years  Old). 

W.J.  STEPHENSON-PEACH, 

Askew  Hill,  Repton,  Burton-on-Trent 


Fishing  in  two  rivers  and  six 

LAKES,  together  with  4,000  acres  oi 
Preserved  Shooting.  COBDEN’S  HOTEL, 
Capel  Curig,  five  miles  from  Bettws-y- 
Coed  Healthiest  climate  and  prettiest 
situation  in  N.  Wales.  Water  and  sani- 
tation perfect. — F.  C.  COBDEN,  late 
member  Harrow  Sohool  and  Cambridge 
University  Elevens. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

To  the  Trade  Only. 

„ . _TrT  —c  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
HACKLES.  Seal’s  Fur.  Pig’s  Wool. 

All  Colours  Guaranteed  Fast. 

leorge  Haynes,  6,  Wester^  Ter.,  Cork. 


pi  ROUNDBAIT.— Anglers  Bhould  try 
vX  FORD’S  PERFECTION  GROUND- 
BAIT.  Price  28s.  per  cwt.,  carriage  paid  ; 
141b.,  281b.,  or  561b.  bags  at  proportionate 
rates,  carriage  forward  ; small  quantities, 
from  21b.  and  upwards,  free  by  parcel 
post  at  6d.  per  lb.,  cash  with  order,  from 
Thomas  Ford,  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
Lincolnshire.  t£  A most  excellent  article. 


HAZELWOOD  HOUSE,  Kingsbridge 
S.  Devon.— Superior,  Warm,  Winter 
HOME  OFFERED  to  Boarders,  temporary 
or  permanent.  Hunting,  Fishing,  and 
Shooting.  Terms  reasonable. 


TJLREE  PIKE  and  GENERAL  FISHING 
L on  the  OUSE,  five  miles;  punts, 
baits,  practical  attendance,  and  every 
requisite. — Scard,  The  Angel  Inn,  t. 
Neots. 


YEARLING  TROUT 

FOR  SJA5L.E 

(. FARIO  EE  YEN  EX  SIS  FONTIXALIS). 

BUCKLAND  FISHERY, 

BRAUN  TON,  N.  DEVON. 


UTUIDA  189.  Wcntworth-street,  E.,  bogs 
. to  inform  tho  public  that  ho  has  a large 
quantity  of  fresh- water  llsh  alive  of  all  sorts,  viz.. 
< ’ m as  heavy  as  sib.  cacti,  Fite,  Truth.  Unam, 
Prussian  Carp,  and  Gold  Fish,  which  lie  will  be 
pleased  to  supply  at  a reasonable  price  to  Hotel 
and  Kcstaurant  Keepers,  and  1 rv<J^ 
also  to  Gentlemen  for  Breeding  and  blocking  pur 
poses  Mr.  Huda  also  announces  that  he  .dears 
private  ponds  with  his  own  nets  or  the  owners, 
and  pavs  the  best  price  for  tho  llsh  taken.  H resh- 
water  llsh  received  and  sold  on  ’ j1'1 

orders  by  post  or  otherwise  receive  prompt  atten- 
tion. Please  note  the  address— H.Uun A,  139, 
Wentwortb-stroet,  Spitalflelds,  London,  E. 


The  LIGHTEST  RODS  inUSE.  Weight  7 tolOoz 

Booth’s  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cashew 

12  feet,  stand-up  ringB,  winch  fitted,  brass  bottom 
and  bag  complete,  fitted  in  box. 

Carriage  paid  for  4^d.  extra. 

“ Constant  use  for  7 years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it.”— Marston,  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

SPLIT  CAdSTE 
American  Fly  Rod,  two  tops,  nickel  fittings,  wood 
case,  16s  6d 

FINE  DR-A-WIST  out, 
xxx,  15  inch,  4s.  per  100 ; undrawn,  17  ineb,  2s  9d. 
per  100;  3 yard  Gut  Cast,  strong,  2s.  lOd.  per  doz. 
Light  4-Joint  Sheffield  Roach  Bod,  4s.  2d. 
If  not  approved  money  returned. 

H.  BOOTH,  21,  Paragon-street,  Hull, 

Fishing  Bod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Anglers  who  intend  viniting  have 
only  to  mention  tho  Lochs,  Rivers,  or 
district,  when  they  will  be  supplied 
with  the  most  suitable  Flies  and 
Tackle  by 

P.  D.  MALLOCH, 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 
213,  HIGH  STREET,  PERTH. 

THE  FISHER’S  DRINK. 

Ask  for  “ IVANHOE  ” when  filling 
yonr  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 

D.  A.  RHIND  Sc  CO., 

LEITH,  SCOTLAND, 

AND 

69  & 70.  MARK  LANE,  EC. 

TROUT.  TROUT.  TROUT. 

YEARLING. 

S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  Ova  and  Fry. 


CHAINED 

to  Business? 

Can't  go  Fishing? 

Do  the  nextbestthing 
Read  the 

fsshi^g 

gazette. I ^]ers’  Benevolent  Society. 


THOMAS  E.  TURNER, 

holmfirth,  vobks. 
ESTABLISHED  1879. 


THE 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BXRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 
TWO-AND-A.-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand. 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 

d'sTOCKSW SHARES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur- 
chased and  sold.  

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift,  the  Bank 
receives  small  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Birkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free.  Francis  Bavenscboft,  Manager. 


n ENTLES.  — For  high-class  specially 
bied,  write  Bambridge,  Eton  ; Is., 
2s.,  3s.  boxes, letter  rate,  post  paid.  Kindly 
write  “ Gentles  ” in  corner  of  letter. 
Established  1790. 


Publications  Issued  by  the  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE. 


THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE. 


fa  OLDEN  and  SILVER  PHEASAN1S 
VT  FEATHERS  for  SALE  ; all  varieties. 
Price  List,  with  samples,  seven  stamps. 
Wignall,  The  Pheasantries,  Mp.rshside, 
Southport. 

VOUTH  WANTED  AT  ONCE  to 
JL  Assist  in  Fishing  Tackle.— Dunhill, 
125-127,  Euston-road. 


the  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER 

NUMBER  NOW  READY. 

AMONGST  THE  MANY  GOOD  THINGS  IN  THIS  WEEK’S^ 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 

WILL  BE  FOUND 


Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions. 

COMMITTEE  ROOM: 

FORESTERS’  HALL,  Clerkenwell  Rd.,  E.C. 

President — ROBERT  BRIGHT  MARSTON 
(Editor  Fishing  Gazette). 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

P.  GEEN  (President  Anglers’  Association  of  London 
and  Provincial  Angling  Societies). 

C A.  MEDCALF  (President  Central  Afisoclatlon  of 
London  Angling  Clubs). 

COMMITTEE: 

B ABRAHAMS.  Allason  United  Angling  Society. 

W H.  BECKETT,  Good  Intent 

F.  BOURNE,  Cobden 
E CLARK,  Prince  of  wales 
W.  DENNIS.  Original  Alexandra 
J GOODWINS,  Izaak  Walton 
J.  JENNINGS,  Bostonian 
S JONES.  Eastern  P is  ca  to  rials 
J.  LAMING,  Serapis 
S.  MALBY,  Dalston 

G.  NORRIS,  Crown  and  Buckland 
W.  NORMAN,  Hoxton  Brothers 
C NEAL.  Prince  of  Wales 
H PATMAN,  Bermondsey  Brothers 
W H.  SHEAD,  Sociable  Brothers 
H STRETCH.  North  London 
W J TALBOT.  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials 
C WATLING,  Jun  .Gt. Northern  Brothers 
W .T  WADE  Anchor  and  Hope 
F VANHEGAN,  Funny  Folks 
J.  8MITH,  Bermondsey  Brothers 

TREASURER— P.  GEEN. 

I trustees-g.  manning,  g.  h.  field,  b.  murphy. 


JAMES  WEIGHT, 
SPEOUSTON,  KELSO. 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half -doz. 
of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 

TT'EATHERS  and  MATERIALS  for  FLY 
JJ  DRESSING.-R.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Flv  Dresser  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  KmgB- 
land  Herefordshire,  bolds  a most  extensive 
and ’varied  stock  of  every  sort  of  feather  and 
material  required  for  dressing  salmon,  trout, 
&c.,  flies,  including  Natural  Dun.  Honey  Dun, 
Furnace,  Ac.  Hackles,  wings  of  all  kinds  Furs, 
Mohair,  Pig’s  Wool,  &c.  Hooks  (plain  and  eyed), 
Gut  &c.,  and  every  appliance.  For  over  thirty- 
Ave  years  breeder  of  Fowls  specially  for  lly- 
dressing  purposes.  Established  1844.  Detailed 

price  lists  free.  

THE 

HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF 

“ THE  FISHING  GAZETTE,” 

Bound  in  cloth,  may  bo  obtained  from 
the  Publishers,  price  0s.  Cd.  each;  post 
free,  7s.  3d. 

ESTABLISHED  1837. 

•kt«w  Books  Old  Books,  Bare  Books, 

Mho  out  of  print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  o! 
Magazines,  Ac.  Every  number  of  line  pub-  j 
libh k.rs’ Circular  and  booksellers 
(published  every  Friday,  price  1M- > 
advertisements  respecting  Looks  Wanted,  and  | 
announcements  of  new  works  A Pro»Poctal,l 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  ho  had  | 
by  no  riding  a posLcard  request  for  It,  to  tho  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Publishers  Circular,  Bt.  Dunstan  • ] 
Bouse,  Fetter  lane,  London. 


WILL  . . 

An  Interview  with  Mr.  Emil  Sauer. 

Sitting.  The  Goldfields  of  Western  Australia  . By  ^ Woman  in  the  Barracks,  Illus- 

to  Live  without  Hands  : A Chat  witii  a &pec>a  ^ ®jth  the  prlnoe  of  Montenegro,  with  Sketch, 
trated.  With  Prince  Nicholas  at  Niksic.  An  inte  riinstrated  The  Vatican  and  the  English 

■'Angelic  Animals”:  The  Canonisation  of  the  Beast,  IUus  iate£ _ i Hobhonse.  Railway 

Church : The  Pope’s  Measure  of  Be-umon  A.  Poet  for  ty  ^ Ww,d  of  Books:  Air. 

Fog-Signalling,  Illustrated.  X Slippery  Place  . y I,  dye  Luxe_A  Kelmscott  Treasure-Mr.  Hugh 
Stopford  Brookes  Apologia— The  Stickit  Mu  - -r>  kin  Letters • from  a Correspondent.  The 

Thomson's  New  Book— A Batch  o : Novel*. .Ac  . Berne ^fuskm  Letters  ^ guy  : The 

Spider’s  Story  Retold  by  Miss t Tommy  By  , Magazine:  A Chat  with  the  Editor.  Mr. 

Opening  of  the  Drapers  Winter  Sales  lne  mu  Seasonable  Cartoons  : By  F.  C. 

Gambling  Lpague-  APor,rait  01 

’'fHiToF  PIcVuRES  AND  UP-To'-D ate' LETTERPRESS.  Price  fid.  By  Post  6id. 

order  ibis  week’s  WESTMINSTER  BU^ET  from^ou^Eookse.Ier,  Newsagent,  or  at  t e neares 

new  NUMBER  NOW Popular 'Momhly’of^PoHtical 

The  New  Penny  Illustrated  .Monthly,  PICTURE-POUllLS.  £ didayt  pElectors,  and  all  persons 
Powder  and  Shot.  For  Political  Associattons,  Parbame^a  y car(oonR  by  F 0.  Gould,  and 

interested  in  the  Work  andWarfare  of  Politics  or  uy  1894:  Mr.  Chamberlain  “ Waiting. 

numerous  Iilnstralions  by  other  Artists  Con  L |^»rl  Q d ,hc  Constitution  Baby.  The  En- 

Tho  Uousc  of  Lords  as  A urtirg  Mother . Nurse  baiisou  ? Aot.  The  Christmas  Pudding  : 

franchisement  of  the  Villages:  Firet  Fruirs  of  the > g (s  his  Foot  in  it.  Mr.  Gladstones 

Tile  Last  i ’ahinet  C ouncil  beioro  C brrBtmas.  lii  ,*  tr0Btel  and  the  Library.  How  they  received 

Gifts:  With  photographs  ..r  Mr.  G adstorc  M -.V®"** H arvourt  Mr.  Labouchere.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
tl, n News  from  Urigg  : Lord  Salisbury,  Sir  William  Ha  ■,  li()„(.y.  Political  Dissection: 

Mr  Bung,  and  the  Liberal  Working  Man.  , \ Radical  Serpent,  and  Unauthorised 

tiro  RuUwuy  Bookstalls,  cr  from  the  Pub  ishor. 


Now  Rciu 


Sy,  price  is.,  by  post.  Is.  2d.,  uniform  with  “The  Dolly  Dialogues.' 


> ' » 1 S VERY,  M U C H aU  N V E I L E D. 

“The  exposure  is  complete.  U 1b  as  ontei  “j1,’,,, .Pt  Hu-  cuhc,  then,  stully  and  ro 

“A  reply  we  must  have.  Society  ”-Mli  IIUHIIBRT  BtlRllOWH. 



•••  Yu'hSSXrrv™  Se  B*llw.r  “..Vv-taU fn»“U 

'(iu  STREET  VVHITEFRIAHS.  IrONDON,  EA. 
Ol’FU’BK’  ()li  bJiUiEI,  ’ 


Steward— G.  H.  FIELD. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY  - R.  GHURNKY.  116.  Murray- 
street.  New  North-road. 

Life  Members. 
rT.OSF  .T  B.  Junior  Fly  Fishers. 

CONN  ELL  AN,  J.  P-.  Eagle  Angling  Society. 

COOK.  C.  H'  John  Bickerdyke). 

COX.  IE.  B.  “The  Field.' 

rRTT M PLEN  T. . Piscatorial  Society. 

roTTPH  I H Secretary.  Thames  Conservancy 

HINTON  H.  O.,  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society. 

TRNNINGS  J.,  Bostonian  Angling  Society. 

LEAPINGWELL,  Dr.  W„  President  Conservative 

tut MTON  “ Fishing  Gazette.” 

marston,  e.  w.,  ».  .. 

MARSTON*  Edward.  “ The  Amateur  Angler.” 
NUTHALL,  A.,  J.P.,  President  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society. 

PINE.  D.  W.,  Fly  Fishers  Club, 
sir N TOR  W Angling  Editor  The  Field- 
WOOD.  o.  H.’.  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society. 
PAYTON.  C.  A..  Genoa,  Italy. 

YARDE,  G..  Flv  fisher's  Club. 

Anglers  holding  Privilege  Tickets  from  the 
Anglers’  or  Central  Associations  are  eligible  for 
membership.  Annual  Subscription,  Is.;  Life 
Members,  £1  Is. 

The  Committee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
Fourth  Fridays  in  each  Month. 

The  Society  now  subscribes  for  12  Feds 
in  the  Friendly  Societies  Seaside  Con- 
valescent Home  at  Dover  for  the  use  of 
its  members. 

N.  B, Collection  Boxes  for  the  receipt  of  small 

Donations  will  ho  supplied  to  Angling  Sooietios 
desirous  of  placing  such  in  their  club  rooms,  and 
may  be  had  on  application  to  tho  Scorotary  of  tho 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 


Extract  from  Annual  Report  : “ The  members 
of  tho  Anglor»’  Benevolent  Society  will  observe 
with  BfttiHfaoiion  that  tho  balance-sheet  for 
1811-2  :i  shows  a slight  Increase  In  tho  number  of 
member,  and  a larger  halimoe  in  hand,  despite 
the  f not,  that  a larger  amount,  than  ever  has  boon 
devoted  to  the  assistance  or  distressed  anglers. 
Your  riommlttoe  onoo  morn  desire  to  urge 
Secretaries  of  Angling  Soelel  les  to  use  I be  r 
Influence  among  the  Mem  hors  of  theli  Hoileth  « 
lo  bring  about  Increased  utemherslilp  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Soeloty.” 


December 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


GI8HURSTINE 

For  Dry  Feet  & Boot  Comfort. 

Is  much  used  by  Sportsmen,  Shore  Waders, 
Farmers,  Gardeners,  and  Ladies. 

Sold  t>y  Nurserymen  and  Oilmen,  with  testi- 
monials and  directions  for  uso.  In  boxes,  6(1. 
and  Is.  each.  Wholesale  by 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


MARTIN  OPENSHAW  k CO., 

^fisljtng  ©cubic  'jXIctfccrs, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 


Send  Two  Stamps  for  onr  celebrated 
Catalogue. 


LINES  FOR  SEA-FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 


Boat  Rods  for  Pollack. 

Sea  Rods  for  Spinning. 
India-Rubber  Sand  Eels. 

Silver  Spinners  for  Mackerel. 
Shrimp  and  Prawn  Nets  Mounted. 
Naturalist’s  Dredges  and  Sieves. 
Otter  Trawls,  Trammels,  &c. 
Illustrated  Guide  to  Fishing  Gratis. 


THE  MOSCROP  PATENT  REEL. 

REDUCED  PRICES  FOR  1894.  SENT  ON  APPROVAL  ON  RECEIPT  OF  P.O. 

J.  B.  MOSCROP,  25,  MARKET  PLACF,  MANCHESTER. 

Advantages  of  the  Reel. 

No  Screws,  taken  to  pieces  by  the 
fingers  alone  in  ten  seconds. 

Only  one  plate  on  handle  side,  no 
liability  to  a host  of  mishaps. 

Holds  line  to  (nearly)  full  diameter. 

Is  ventilated.  Has  adjustable  drag. 

Strength.  Simplicity— in  case  of 
accident  get  can  at  the  damage. 


PRICES  FOR  1894. 


HEARDER  & SON, 

ISrarttral  jFttfljtng  JTarftlc  autr  $rt 
fflakcrji, 

PLYMOUTH. 

Established,  1770.  Highest  Awards  Everywhere. 

BROWN  S SALMON  FLIES. 
BROWN’S  LAKE  FLIES. 
BROWN’S  TROUT  FLIES. 
BROWN’S  PHANIOM  MINNOWS 

(with  or  without  Geeu  a Patent  Swivel 
Leaded  or  Unleaded). 

BROWN’S  INSKIP  PHANTOMS. 
BROWN’S  INSKIP  DEVONS 

(spin  either  way,  and  Don’t  twist  the  line). 

BROWN’S  GREENHEART  RODS, 

entirely  hand  made. 


Write  for  Price  List  to 

WILLIAM  BROWN. 

64,  GEOEGE  STEEET, 
ABERDEE  IT. 


2)  in. 

3 in. 
3{  in. 

4 in. 
4$  in. 


hont  Drag.  With  Drag.  Weight 


10/6 

12/- 


SPECIALITIES  IIDsT 

PIKE  RODS  & TACKLE, 

As  awarded  Diploma  at  Yachting  and  Fishing  Exhibition,  Norwich,  1894. 

LISTS  POST  FREE. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  Eastern  Counties  Sports  Depot, 

54,  LONDON  ST.,  & 1,  OPIE  ST.,  NORWICH. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Lcvenonsis,  S.  Fontina'.ie, 
and  Grayling, 

POR  SJLLIE. 

For  Price  List  atflt  to 

Thos.  ANDREWS, 

Westgate  House. 

GUILDPORE. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Shonld  try  a day  s Fiahlng  in  the  afiO  acres  of 
water,  atrictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &e. 

“Pike,  perch,  roach,  <fco.,  are  ncmerotia."— 
Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  ctationa. 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


DAVID  SLATER  & Co.,  Newark-on-Trent, 


WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  PISHING 
TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 


Largest  manufacturers  of  Nottingham  Rods  and  Reels  in  the  World. 
Ebumit^or  Meted  Slat,er^  celebrated  Patent  Combination  Reel,  in  Wood, 

™»t  perfe=t  Trout  Winch 

Ug\to4madfacdSo7tte^q“my.  8a’m0D  an<i  Tr°Ut  Reels  are  the 

?h®,  n.Newark.  Perfection  Rod,"  East  India  Cane,  built  handle,  Universal 
Ci8’,t,WOt2p£;from9ft-to  frim  21s.,  stands  unrivalled  for 
all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing  or  trout  spinning 

or^^t^out^ork^Hanmes.^from’sf^’to  B2RUt  “nd  Salra0n  F'y  R°dS’  With 

.->11  nea  Rod ”\n  the  Mark et‘ Greepieart  T™“  equal  to  any 

Any  kind  of  R^xis  or  Reels  made  to  order  on  the  shortest  notioe  to 
Customers  own  Patterns.  Price  Lists  free  on  application. 


WESTON  FISHERY. 

FOR  SALE. 

At  reasonable  prices, 

YEARLING  LOCH  LEYEN  AND  PARIO 

TH/OTJT, 

From  3 to  6 inches;  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 
From  6 to  lO  inches. 


Apply  to 

Ool.  GUSTA1TCE, 

WESTON,  NORWICH. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
send  2s.  6d.  In  stamps  for  a oopy  post  free  every 
week  tor  8 months  of  “ The  Publish  aim’  Oia- 

OULAB  AND  BOOKSELLERS  BkOOBD,"’  81  Dso- 
stan'a  Ron,..  Fetter  Lure.  London 


JUCKES’  IMPROVED  SPINNING  TACKLE  (PATENT). 

Prices— For  Pike  3s.,  for  Perch  2s.  each. 


SCOTCH  TWEEDS, 


Tackle  Unbaited. 


Advantages 


maimed  for  this  tackle  are  that  the  bait  is  held  firm ; never  gets  out  of  order,  and  spins  traly , 
one  bait  will  catch  several  fish  when  necessary. 

ONLY  TRY  IT  1 SEND  FOR  CIRCULAR. 

Address  : R.  F.  JUCKES,  72,  West  Parade,  Rhyl,  N.  Wales. 


DO  NOT  REMOVE  THIS  COUPON  FROM  THE  PAPER. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  " FISHING  GAZETTE”  have  Insured  every  Purchaser  or  Holder 

of  it  In 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

4,  Abcbnrch  Yard,  King  William  Street,  London,  E.O.  (Beglstered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom 
Notice  of  Claims  under  the  following  oonditions  mast  be  sent  within  fourteen  days. 


“ FISHING  GAZETTE” 

Insurance  Coupon, 

Applicable  to  Passenger  Trains  and  all 
Watkbs  in  Gbbat  Britain  and  Ireland. 


£50 


OllO  Hundred  Pounds  will  be  paid  by  the  above  Insurance  Company  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  In  which  the  deceased  was  an  ordinary  passenger 
or  who  shall  have  been  fatally  Injured  thereby,  should  death  result  within  three  months  after  saoh 
aooident.  Should  such  Injury  not  prove  fatal,  then  the  person  Injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for 
PERMANENT  TOTAL  DISABLEMENT  (<.«.,  the  loss  of  two  limbs,  or  the  Irrecoverable  loss  of  sight  In 
both  eyes)  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS;  or  Tor  PERMANENT  PARTIAL  DISABLEMENT  the  loss  of 
one  limb,  or  one  eye)  FIFTY  POUND8.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  acoldent  the  person  so  killed 
or  Injured  was  the  owner  of  this  Insurance  Coupon  for  the  Current  Week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
signature  written  in  Ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  It  need  not  have  been  signed.  It  Is  also 
understood  that  the  fatal  amount  under  this  Coupon  shall  extend  to  accidental  death  bv  drowning 
whilst  angling.  Annual  subscribers  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain 
and  file  this  paper,  will  be  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned. 


SIGNATURE.. 


WOOL. 

Write  direot  for  Patterns  of  Scotoh  Tweeds  for  Gentlemen's  Wear ; also 
Ladies’  Dresses  in  Clan  Tartans,  Homespun  and  Serge  Cloths,  Knee  Bugs, 
Blankets,  &o.  Shooting,  Pishing  and  Hunting  Tweeds  are  a Speciality, 
MANUFACTURED  BV 

CURRIE,  McDOUGALL  and  SCOTT, 

Langhaugh  Mills,  Galashiels,  N.B. 

And  thereby  Save  two  Intermediate  Profits  at  least. 

PATTERNS  FREE.  PARCELS  PAID. 

HOUfyDYD  B$OS., 

MAKERS  OF 

; Reliable  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle, 

59,  GRACECHURCH  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

FISHING  RODS  AND  TACKLE. 

JACK  BODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d. ; Hickory  do.,  2 tops,  5s.  6(1.  to 
10s.  Od. ; H;ckory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10ft.  Gin.,  12s.  6d.;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s.  Gd.  to  21s.  Gd. 

REELS. — Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3iin  , Is.  9d. ; 4in.,  2s.  Gd. ; moveable  check,  3£in.,  4s. 
4in.,  5s. ; bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  Gs.  Gd. ; 4in.,  7s.  Gd. ; Brass,  solid  backs,  3in  , 2h.  Gd. 

LINES  (waterproof). — Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard;  hemp,  £d.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines 
20  yards,  7d. ; Tanned,  8d.;  GO  yards,  2s.  Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  7 id. 

TRACES,  Gut  or  Gimp. — Two  Swivels  and  lead,  5d. ; Twisted  Gut  do.  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  Ac.— Ryder’s,  2d. ; Pennell’s,  2£d. ; Jardine’s,  3d.  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  lid.  each. 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS. — Spoon  from  Gd.  each,  very  best  quality ; Silver  Plated,  from  Is. ; Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  Gd.  each.  GUT  LINES  from  Id.  per  yard;  Best,  3 yards,  Gd. ; “ Fishing  Gazette 
Gossamer  8d.  Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.  All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a remittance. 

A.  BULBED,  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W.  US;  £!,„.) 

CATALOGUES  POST  FKEE.  


BURGLARY  INSURANCE. 


The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

Capital  £100,000. 

CHIEF  OFFICES:  VICTORIA  BUILDINGS,  PERTH;  4,  ABCHURCH  YARD,  LONDON.  E.O. 
Manager  and  Secretary,  F.  NORIE  MILLER.  London  Manager,  ROBT.  JOHNSTON. 


BURGLARY  DEPARTMENT.  / PRIVATE  RESIDENCES, 

All  Householders  should  oover  this  risk.  1 SHOPS  AND  WAREHOUSES, 

All  loss  is  covered,  without  referenoe  to  the  value  of  the  contents  of  the  house 
The  corporation  also  tranflaete  Personal  Aooident,  Fidelity  Guarantee.  Third  Party  Vehlole  or  8treet 

iwldant.  anrl  Fmnlnvftm'  T.  ah  tn  Aaanranna  ' w ° vvM 


Be.  per  £100. 
7b.  8<L  per  £100. 


Aooident  and  Employers'  Liability  Assurance. 

Prospectuses  and  full  particulars  of  all  Departments  free  on  application  to  the  above  Offloea. 
N.B.— Applications  for  Agencies  invited. 


ALL  WHO  REQUIRE 

GOOD  PRINTING,  STATIONERY, 

NOTE  HEADINGS,  ORDER  FORMS,  ACCOUNT  BOOKS,  INVOICES, 
PRINTED  CARDS,  CLUB  RULES,  CLUB  NOTICES,  Ac., 

AT  MODERATE  PRICES,  SHOULD  APPLY  TO 

MERRITT  & HATCHER, 

grata,  Sit&ograpfjm,  mb  jJtathrom, 

2,  GROCERS'  BALL  COURT,  POULTRY,  LONDON,  E.C. 


thk  fishing  gazette 


[ Dkcbmbkr  * , 1894 


TITULAR  EWDENGE  AND  ADVICE 


“ The  Anchor’s  Weighed”  in  the  “ Bay  of  Biscay  ” with  a supply  of 
“ The  Skipper”  and  “ The  Midshipmite  ” would-be  “ Anchored  ” but  for 

“ Simon  the  Cellarer”  after  “ Drinking'  ” takes 

“ Annie  Laurie  ” felt  annoyed  “ When  other  Lips”  consumed  her  . 

“The  Village  Blacksmith”  advised  “ Daisy  Bell”  to  use  .... 

“ With  the  Good  Old  English  Poker  He  Persuaded  Her  to  take  . 

“The  Old  English  Gentleman  ” gave  each  of  “ The  Hundred  Pipers  ” a box  of 
“ All’s  Well  ” when  you  have  a supply  of 

“ 1 know  a Bank  ” whereon  “ My  Pretty  Jane  ” sat7 and  took  two  . 

“ The  Old  Folks  at  Home  ” have  “ Golden  Days,”  thanks  to  . 

“ In  Happy  Moments  ” “ After  the  Ball  ” do  not  forget  to  take 
“ Maggie  M urphy’s  Home,”  “ On  the  Banks  of  Allan  Water,”  always  possesses  a box  ot 
“ The  Last  Pose  of  Summer”  will  fade  from  your  cheeks  without  . 

“ John  Peel  ” was  made  “ Ruddier  than  the  Cherry  ” by  using 
« The  Vicar  of  Bray  ” and  “ Father  O’Flynn  ” “ Could  do,  could  do”  with 
“ A Boy’s  best  Friend  is  his  Mother  ” when  she  doses  him  with 
“ TVe  may  be  Happy  yet  ” by  simply  taking  a few  of  • 

“ Should  he  Upbraid,”  then  give  him 

“ The  Holy  Friar  ” and  “ The  Monks  of  Old  ” all  chant  the  praises  of  . 

“ The  Children’s  Hume”  is  not  “ Home,  sweet  Home,”  without 
“ Life  let  us  Cherish,”  and  this  can  best  be  done  by  using 
“ The  Minstrel  Bov  ” sang  “ Come  into  the  ( Jarden,  Maud,”  and  take 
“ There’s  nae  Luck  aboot  the  Hoose  without  • 

“ Robin  Adair”  was  completely  “ Stranded  ” until  he  took 
« Has  Sorrow  thy  Young  Days  Shaded,”  then  have  recourse  to 
« The  Miner  ” and  “ The  Four  Jolly  Smiths  ” swear  by 
“ Oh  ! Willie  Brewed  a Peck  o’  Maut,”  but  in  the  morning  he  required  . 

“ They  Touched  Him  up  a little  Bit  with  • 

“ The  Old  Brigade  ” are  made  as  “ Trusty  as  Steel  ” by  the  use  of 
“ She  wandered  down  the  Mountain  Side  to  buy  .... 
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P9LLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
PILLS. 
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Beecham’s  Music  Portfolio. 

“Mo  Christmas  ilbciay  Mitbont  it." 

Just  Published,  Volume  7,  eont<(in  ini/ 

. u ,,  r , R.w.U"  ‘-MrRorWs  Twins”  ‘The  Ivy  Green,”  “Bridal  March”  from  Lolietifirin, 

“ After  the  Ball,'  " Distant  Voices  oer  the^  feea.  , n ,n  " -ni*  n > fniapn  Slibners  ” “ Isle  of  Beauty,”  “Banks  of  Locli  Lomond,"  "Sweet 
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